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SUMO CLUB 

A br i ef  descr i pt i on of  t he po l i t i c al  ac t i v i t i es of  t he 

Sumo Kyo- kai  has al r eady been f or t hcomi ng, some ment i on havi ng 

been made of  t he r el at i on of  t he c l ub t o such or gani zat i ons as 

t he so- cal l ed I s s ei  Vi gi l ant e Commi t t ee of  bot h camps, t he Ki bei  

cl ubs and t he l i k e. 

Wi t h t he appr ehensi on of  a number  of  so- cal l ed agi t at or s by 

t he F BI  on Febr uar y 18, 1943, and t hei r  consequent  conf i nement  i n 

i so l at i on cent er s and i nt er nment  camps, t he backbone of  t he Sumo 

Cl ub as a po l i t i c al  pr essur e gr oup was br oken. Ment i on was made 

of  t he Tada assaul t  case i n Canal  Camp, i n whi ch t he Sumo or gani za-

t i on seemed t o have act ed as a st r ong arm agency. The assaul t  ver y 

l i k el y was per p êt 'at ed by some of  t he young men act i ve i n t he Sumo 

cl ub at  t he behest  of  t he Kenkyu- kai , or  Vi gi l ant e Commi t t ee. The 

r el at i onshi p bet ween t he Sumo cl ub and t hese r ecal c i t r ant  or  di s-

s at i s f i ed gr oups becomes c l ear  when t he st r uct ur e of  t he Sumo cl ub 

i t s el f  i s under st ood. Sumo i s t he nat i onal  spor t  of  J apan, and 

i s a r at her  r ough and ar duous f or m of  at h l et i c s . Young men onl y 

par t i c i pat e, s i nce t r ai ni ng f or  sumo mat ches i s r at her  r i gor ous . 

The act ual  member shi p of  t he Sumo c l ub, however , i s not  conf i ned 

t o t he younger  at hl et es . They i n f act  f or m a ver y i nconsequent i al  

par t  of  t he member shi p of  t he c l ub. Act ual  l eader shi p i n t he 

or gani zat i on r est s i n a commi t t ee of  ol der  men who f ol l ow t he 

mat ches, who ar r ange t hem, and whose gambl i ng i nt er est  i n t he 

or gani zat i on i s keen. Anyone may become a member  of  t he Gi l a 
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Sumo Honbu, as t he or gani zat i on i s f or mal l y c al l ed, by payi ng a 

sum of  money as a k i nd of  subs i dy t o t he c l ub. The number  of  

such ol der  men so enl i s t ed i n t he or gani zat i on i s f ai r l y l ar ge. 

They ar e I s s ei  who i n t hei r  yout h ver y l i k el y t ook an act i ve par t  

i n t he spor t , and whose i nt er est  r emai ns t oday i n t he Rel ocat i on 

Cent er . Sumo c l ubs i n Cal i f or ni a wer e r at her  numer ous, and 

par t i cul ar l y i n t he Los .Angel es ar ea t her e i s a l ar ge number  of  

i ndi v i dual s i nt er es t ed i n sumo. Nor t her n Cal i f or ni a di d not , 

seemi ngl y, have t he same i nt er est  i n t he spor t  whi ch was mani f est  

i n Sout her n Cal i f o r ni a. The best  at hl et es r eput edl y came f r om 

Sout her n Cal i f o r ni a, and i t  i s not ewor t hy t hat  t her e was a t r e-

mendous i nt er est  i n t he spor t  i n t he Sant a Ani t a Assembl y Cent er , 

and t hat  t her e cont i nues t o be a mar ked i nt er est  among t he Sant a 

Ani t a evacuees i n t he Ar kansas pr oj ect s and at  Post on. I t  i s sai d 

i n f ac t  t hat  at  Sant a Ani t a when one of  t he t our nament s was hel d 

t hat  more t han 5,000 peopl e occupi ed t he gr andst and i n or der  t o 

wi t ness t he mat ches. At  Gi l a t he gr oup i s smal l , and most  of  t he 

member shi p comes f r om t he Sant a Ani t a ŝsembl y Cent er , wi t h f ew 

par t i sans f r om t he San J oaqui n Val l ey and Nor t her n Cal i f o r ni a. 
T o r l o c K 

Ther e was some mar ked i nt er est  i n t he spor t  i n t he TuO- nr» Assembl y 

t a 

Cent er , but  t hi s was appar ent l y not  so keen as at  San Ani t a. 

Tul ar e had v i r t ual l y no sumo. The ol der  men who const i t ut e t he 

r eal  member shi p of  t he Sumo cl ub number  at  Gi l a i n But t e Camp about  

40- 50. These men ar e al ways on hand f or  meet i ngs of  t he c l ub. I t  

i s up t o t hem t o dec i de t he po l i cy , and i t  was t hey who f or mul at ed 

t he Sumo c l ub's const i t ut i on at  Gi l a . The number  i n Canal  Camp i s 
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s l i ght l y smal l er  t han t hat  i n But t e. The at hl et es or  wr est l er s 

t hemsel ves seem t o have no voi ce i n t he f or mal l y or gani zed c l ub, 

and si mpl y par t i c i pat e i n t he at hl et i c event s . They ar e not  

obl i ged t o pr act i ce or  t o wr est l e i n ever y t our nament , nor  i s 

t her e any concept  of  an ac t ual  t eam. Whi l e i t  i s t r ue t hat  

somet i mes But t e and Canal  may meet  f or  wr es t l i ng mat ches as 

t eams, t he member shi p of  such t eams i s sel ec t ed at  r andom by 

t he ol der  men who ar e i n char ge of  t he or gani zat i on. 

I t  i s easy t o see t hen how t he Sumo c l ub, under  t he 

i nf l uence of  t he I s s ei  Vi gi l ant e Commi t t ee coul d, have f unct i oned 

as a pr essur e gr oup. I t  i s not  t he at hl et es t hemsel ves, but  

r at her  t he di r ec t or s who sought  t o make use of  t he or gani zat i on 

as a po l i t i c al  t o o l . When t hi s i s under st ood, i t  i s eas i l y seen 

how t he sumo c l ub coul d have br ought  di s f avor  on i t s el f  f r om t he 

admi ni s t r at i ve poi nt  of  v i ew. Fur t her mor e, some ment i on has 

al r eady been made of  t he r el at i onshi p of  t he Sumo c l ub t o t he 

Communi t y Ac t i v i t i es sec t i on. A s a f or mal  or gani zat i on, t he Sumo 

cl ub coul d be r ecogni zed, by t he Communi t y Ac t i v i t i es , and so 

accor ded quar t er s , o f f i c i a l  r epr esent at i on on t he Communi t y 

Ac t i v i t i es s t af f , and on t he Communi t y Ac t i v i t i es counc i l , and 

coul d al so pl ace some of  i t s members and di r ect or s on t he Wor k 

Cor ps as car et aker s , i ns t r uc t or s , t i mekeeper s, and so 

on. I n t hi s way, so f ar  as t he admi ni st r at i on was concer ned, t he 

Sumo c l ub was a f unct i oni ng body wi t hi n t he communi t y. Thi s i s 

t r ue of  bot h camps. For mal  r ecogni t i on bei ng gi ven by Gaba i n 
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Canal , who r ecogni zed t he demand f o r  a Sumo c l ub, and s i mi l ar i l y 

by Hof f man, t hen Act i ng head of  Communi t y Ser vi ces i n But t e. 

The r esul t  was t hat  t he Sumo c l ub was abl e, i n But t e, t o hi r e 

s i x j ani t or s or  car et aker s , f our  i ns t r uc t or s , and t o pl ace some 

of  i t s o f f i cer s on t he CAS payr o l l , as wel l  as t o be pr ovi ded wi t h 

a r ecr eat i on hal l  as a dr ess i ng r oom and cl ub house. The r el at i on-

shi p wi t h t he CAS of  a l l  such or gani zat i ons of  a more pur el y 

J apanese t ype, sumo, j udo, kendo, dr amat i cs and t he l i k e, was never  

par t i cul ar l y sat i s f ac t or y because t he member shi p banded t oget her  

somewhat , and t he admi ni st r at i on f el t  t hat  t he empl oyees of  t he 

CAS ass i gned t o sumo wer e not  gi v i ng t hei r  best  ef f o r t s t o t he 

wor k. The r esul t  was a number  of  compl ai nt s wer e voi ced agai nst  

t hese or gani zat i ons and an at t empt  was made t o f or ce t he empl oyees 

t o put  i n t hei r  44 hour  week. Ac t ual l y , t he wor k t hey had t o do 

was ver y l i mi t ed, and an at t empt  was made on t he par t  of  t hese 

or gani zat i ons t o hi r e as many i ndi v i dual s as poss i bl e. The 

pr i nc i pal  wor k of  t he j ani t o r , f o r  exampl e, i s t o see t hat  t he 

r i ng used by t he wr est l er s i s kept  i n or der , t hat  sal t  and wat er  

ar e pr ovi ded f or  pr act i ce mat i i es, and t o sweep out  t he cl ub house. 

Some of  t he ot her  CAS empl oyees, par t i cul ar l y t he Ni s ei , compl ai ned 

t hat  t hese sumo empl oyees wer e not  doi ng t hei r  shar e of  t he CAS 

wor k. The unf or t unat e r esul t  was t hat  t he pr obl em was never  sol ved, 

and t hese mor e pur el y J apanese or gani zat i ons have act ed as a k i nd 

of  di v i s i ve f ac t or , gi v i ng r i s e f or  anot her  t ype of  spl i t  i n t he 

communi t y. 

Sumo, as t he nat i onal  spor t  of  J apan, and bei ng par t i cul ar l y 
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concer ned wi t h t he car r yi ng on of  a J apanese t r adi t i on, ar ouses 

a Ni s ei  r esent ment , and v i r t ual l y no Ni s ei  ei t her  par t i c i pat es or  

i s i nt er est ed i n t he Sumo c l ub. On t he cont r ar y , many Ms ^e i  f eel  

t hat  t he per pet uat i on of  such pur el y J apanese behavi or  r ef l ec t s un-

f avor abl y on t he whol e communi t y. Ther e i s undeni abl y some t r ut h 

i n t hi s cont ent i on, i nasmuch as t he wr i t er  cal l s t o mi nd a r ecent  

di at r i be agai nst  j udo at  Post on: by t he Di es Commi t t ee. Of  sumo 

i t  must  be sai d t hat  t he spor t  i s i nt ensel y nat i o nal i s t i c . How 

t hi s wor ks out  wi l l  be di scussed i n t he pages t o f o l l ow. 

The Gi l a communi t y has i n i t s hi s t or y up t o t he t i me of  

pr esent  wr i t i ng t wo ver y spec i f i c phases . The f i r s t  of  t hese i s 

t he per i od of  set t l ement  and unr es t , and t he second i s t he emphasi s 

on r eset t l ement  and t he gr adual  of  t he communi t y whi ch i s s t i l l  

goi ng on. I n t he f i r s t  s t age, t he concensus of  evacuees was t hat  

t he communi t y coul d be cons i der ed v i r t ual l y per manent , and a t er r i f i c 

pl ay was made by var i ous gr oups f or  power  and pr est i ge di r ec t ed t o 

cont r ol  i n t he po l i t i c al  l i f e of  t he communi t y. When, however , some 

of  t he more out spoken and out st andi ng i ndi v i dual s i n t he communi t y 

wer e appr ehended and i t  became c l ear  t hat  t he r eset t l ement  emphasi s 

was upper most , t hi s concer t ed at t empt  on t he par t  of  var i ous gr oups 

di ed away, wi t h t he r esul t  t hat  many po l i t i c al l y mi nded or gani zat i ons 

ceased al l  po l i t i c al  ac t i v i t i es and became concer ned wi t h t he car r y-

i ng out  of  t he or i gi nal  pur pose of  t hei r  par t i cul ar  c l ub or  or gani za-

t i o n. The K i bei  c l ub, i t  wi l l  be r emember ed, was des i gned t o be a 

soc i al  c l ub, but  was one of  t he most  act i ve of  t he po l i t i c al  pr essur e 
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gr oups i n t he ear l y phase of  t he cent er . Wi t h t he appr ehensi on 

of  some of  t he l eader s , and a s hi f t i ng of  WRA pol i cy and c l ar i f i c a-

t i on of  t hi s po l i c y , t he Ki bei  c l ub i n bot h camps has now become 

what  i t  was o r i gi nal l y i nt ended t o be, mer el y a soc i al  c l ub. As 

has been poi nt ed out , i n f ac t , i n Canal  as soon as t he po l i t i c al  

i mpl i cat i ons wer e r emoved, t he K i bei  cl ub ceased t o ex i s t , whi l e i n 

But t e ver y l i t t l e i s hear d of  t hi s or gani zat i on at  t he pr esent  t i me. 

The same t hi ng i s t r ue of  t he Sumo c l ub. I t  i s poi nt ed out  above 

t hat  t hi s or gani zat i on at t empt ed t o asser t  i t s el f  as an ai d t o t he 

K i bei  and I s s ei  gr oups and t hat  i n f act  t her e was a cer t ai n over -

l appi ng of  member shi p by I s s ei  and Ki bei  i n t hese r espect i ve 

or gani zat i ons . I n But t e Gamp, some descr i pt i on has been al r eady 

accor ded t o t he ac t i v i t i es of  t he er st whi l e head of  t he boar d of  

gover nor s of  t he Ki bei  c l ub, Fukumot o. Fukumot o i n addi t i on t o 

hi s K i bei  ac t i v i t i es was a def i ni t e par t i san of  t he sumo or gani za-

t i o n. Fol l owi ng hi s appr ehens i on, however , t he di r ect  communi cat i on 

bet ween K i bei  and Sumo was br oken. Recr eat i on hal l  54 had been 

ass i gned t o t he Ki bei  cl ub as i t s soc i al  hal l  and gat her i ng pl ac e. 

Fukumot o had so i nf l uenced t he Sumo c l ub t hat  t he sumo doj o had been 

pl aced di r ec t l y out s i de of  t he K i bei  c l ub, and al l  pr ac t i ce, al l  

mat ches and so on wer e hel d t her e of t en under  t he di r ec t i on and 

sponsor shi p of  t he young peopl es ' as soc i at i on. However , when i t  

became appar ent  t hat  t r oubl emaker s, so- cal l ed, mi ght  be r emoved 

f r om t he communi t y, and wi t h t he appr ehensi on of  such a di s-

s at i s f i ed s pi r i t  as Fukumot o, t he member shi p of  t he Sumo cl ub f ear ed 

t hat  t hei r  ef f o r t s t o mai nt ai n t hi s f or m of  J apanese ent er t ai nment  
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mi ght  be def i ni t el y c ur t ai l ed. Thei r  l eader shi p made an at t empt  

t o br eak away f r om al l  assoc i at i on wi t h t he Ki bei  and t he I s s ei  

or gani zat i ons , and i n t hi s t hey wer e l ar gel y success f ul . Wi t h t he 

di sso l ut i on of  t he K\ o^̂  ̂ and t he br eakup of  t he Ki bei  c l ub i n 

But t e, t he Sumo or gani zat i on appear ed bef or e Mr . Hof f man and r e-

quest ed al l ocat i on of  quar t er s i n some ot her  par t  of  t he communi t y, 

and per mi ssi on t o move t he doj o away f r om t he K i bei  c l ub. Thi s 

move was sponsor ed by t he Sumo par t i c i pant s and t he pr es i dent  of  

t he Sumo c l ub, an I s s ei  named Tanaka, a r at her  i nt er es t i ng 

per sonal i t y , had ever  opposed any aspi r at i ons of  a po l i t i c al  

nat ur e whi ch exi s t ed i n t he Sumo or gani zat i on, and had al ways 

emphasi zed t he car r yi ng on of  t he spor t  f or  i t s own sake. Tanaka 

had been a f r ui t  packer  i n Los Angel es pr i or  t o evacuat i on, and was 

a r at her  weal t hy man. He was f or mer l y a hi gh r anki ng wr est l er  i n 

J apan, and has a good r eput at i on as a wr est l er  i n Cal i f o r ni a. He 

i s 42 year s ol d and i s mar ked by a par t i cul ar l y aggr ess i ve and out -

spoken char ac t er . On t he whol e, hi s per sonal i t y i s so aggr ess i ve 

as t o be dec i dedl y unpl easant , and he i s a ver y capabl e l eader  f or  

t he or gani zat i on. I t  i s t hr ough hi s ef f or t s f or  t he most  par t  

t hat  t he Sumo cl ub was pul l ed away f r om t he K\ OUXLK<L\  t o save 

i t  i nasmuch as t her e was cons i der abl e pr essur e t hat  i t  smacked t oo 

much of  t he J apanese i deal . Tanaka has dr awn t he c l ub t oget her  

and was success f ul  i n obt ai ni ng hal f  of  t he r ecr eat i on hal l  i n 

bl ock 52 as t he cl ubr oom f or  t he Sumo or gani zat i on. The doj o 

i t s el f  i s now l ocat ed i n t he f i r ebr eak bet ween 52 and 54, a 
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bl ock and a hal f  away f r om t he Ki bei  c l ub. Due t o t he Sant a 

Ani t a i nt er est  i n t he spor t  anot her  doj o was er ect ed i n bl ock 28. 

whi ch i s used somet i mes by par t i c i pant s i n t he spor t . The cl ub 

i s now a f ai r l y compact  uni t  br ought  t oget her  t o sponsor  

at hx l et i c s . I t s pr es i dent  i s t he man descr i bed above, who car r i es 

al l  t he bus i ness of  t he or gani zat i on and i s pai d f or  hi s ac t i v i t i es 

by t he CAS- , bei ng accor ded a $19.00 pos i t i on. The ot her  men who 

di r ec t  t he or gani zat i on ar e I s s e i , many of  whom ar e f ai r l y 

di s t i ngui shed as wr est l er s and who t ake par t  as obser ver s , 

r ef er ees , car et aker s and gener al  "s t ockhol der s" i n t he or gani zat i on. 

Al l  of  t hese member s have pai d somet hi ng t o t he or gani zat i on f or  

t he pr i v i l ege of  obt ai ni ng member shi p. I n Canal , v i r t ual l y t he 

same s i t uat i on ex i s t s . The c l ub has appar ent l y br oken away f r om 

t he I s s ei  and Ki bei  and i s f or  t he most  par t  an at hl et i c c l ub. 

Canal  sumo cl ub i s not  as wel l  under st ood by t he wr i t er , however , 

as t hat  i n But t e, si nce t he wr i t er  became a member  of  t he But t e 

Sumo Honbu and engaged i n t he mat ches as a par t i c i pant . I t  may 

be under st ood t hat  i f  Sumo cl ubs of  bot h camps ar e not  now ac t i ve 

at hl et i c or gani zat i ons f o r  t he pur pose of  car r y i ng out  at hl et i cs 

t he pos i t i on of  t he cl ub i n r el at i on t o t he communi t y t oday i s 

more c l ear l y def i ned. The l eader s i n t he c l ub, t hat  i s t he I s s ei  

who do not  par t i c i pat e i n t he mat ches, must  be kept  i n mi nd as 

di s t i ngui shabl e f r om t he at hl et es t hemsel ves , al t hough t he 

emphasi s cent er s on t he wr es t l i ng, management , soc i al  pr es t i ge, 

l eader shi p and ot her  aspect s of  t he c l ub, r est  not  i n t he at hl et es 

but  r at her  i n t he r ecogni zed member shi p of  I s s e i . The at hl et es 
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ar e members onl y as t hey car e t o par t i c i pat ey but  i t  i s not  

i ncumbent  upon t hem t o do so as i n t he case of  j udo. I t  i s 

concei ved t hat  t he mor al  pr ecept s br ought  about  by j udo ar e 

of  a hi gher  pl ane t han t hose of  sumo. One i s commi t t ed t o 

par t i c i pat e i n j udo, but  may ent er  sumo as one wi shes . 

Because sumo i s so compl et el y a J apanese cul t ur al  mani -

f es t at i on, i t  wi l l  be wel l  t o anal yze t he cl ub i t s el f  i n t er ms 

of  i t s cul t ur al  connot at i ons and t o descr i be what  happens i n a 

sumo mat ch and what  t he accompanyi ng r i t ual , par apher nal i a and 

t he l i ke ar e. I t  i s s t at ed above t hat  sumo i s t he nat i onal  

spor t  of  J apan. I t  i s not  seasonabl e as ar e many spor t s i n 

t hi s count r y and J apan, but  sumo mat ches may be car r i ed out  

t hr oughout  t he year . I t  i s connect ed i nt i mat el y wi t h Shi nt o, 

and t he obser vat i on of  ani mi st i c and even shemani st i c pr act i ces 

may be not ed. I t  i s al so qui t e i nt i mat el y connect ed, wi t h t he 

bushi do concept  and t he i dea of  what  i s known as t he spi r i t  

of  J apan, or  Yamat o- damashi . I t  i s t hi s Yamat o- damashi  concept  

whi ch demands of  young men of  J apanese cul t ur e t hat  t hey 

par t i c i pat e i n t hi s spor t . J udo r ecei ves a cer t ai n sanct i on 

f r om t he Buddhi st s i n t hat  i t  i s concei ved by phys i cal  ef f or t  

and good spor t smanshi p and a hi gher  pl ane of  cont empl at i on 

may be r eached. Sumo i s at  var i ance wi t h Buddhi sm. I t  t ends t o 

expl oi t  t he i ndi v i dual  t o gi ve hi m pr est i ge and t o enabl e hi m t o 

show hi msel f  as a t r ue war r i or  and son of  J apan. The Buddhi st s 

do not  t hi nk ver y hi ghl y of  sumo, and i t  i s t he Shi nt o i s t  who 
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f ol l ows i t . Si nce evacuat i on gr eat er  at t ent i on has been pai d 

t o sumo because by sumo many i ndi v i dual s f eel  t hemsel ves more 

c l osel y i dent i f i ed wi t h t he mot her  count r y. I t  i s i nt er es t i ng t o 

not e t hat  al l  of  t he par t i c i pant s wi t hout  except i on at  Gi l a ar e 

K i bei . J apanese i s t he spoken l anguage at  t he mat ches and dur i ng 

t he pr act i ce bout s . I t  i s t hought  a bi t  unseemi ngl y t o use any 

ot her  l anguage but  J apanese and. i ndeed, t he wr i t er  i n speaki ng 

whi l e par t i c i pat i ng i n mat ches i n t he sumo doj o was caut i oned 

ei t her  t o use J apanese or  not  t o speak at  a l l . The r el at i on of  

sumo t o Shi nt o wi l l  be br ought  out  more c l ear l y i n t he descr i pt i on 

of  a mat ch. 

The wr est l i ng t akes pl ace i n t he sumo doj o whi ch i s a 

r ai sed mound of  ear t h, f l at  at  t he t op, and r oughl y 25 x 25 f t . 

Thi s mound i s per f ec t l y squar e. A scaf f o l di ng i s bui l t  over  

t he mound t o pol es whi ch ar e pl aced i n each cor ner  of  t he squar e. 

The squar e i t s el f  i s or i ent ed t o t he nor t h. The pol es at  t he 

cor ner  of  t he squar e ar e pl aced i n i nt er medi at e pos i t i ons , such 

as i n t he northwest -  and nor t heast , and so on. At  t he t op of  t he 

pol es i s a super st r uct ur e whi ch cr eat es a k i nd of  dome ef f ec t  

over  t he mound whi ch i s t he wr est l er s r i ng. When mat ches ar e 

hel d, t hi s whol e super st r uct ur e i s cover ed wi t h bunt i ng or  wi t h 

br i ght  col or ed c l ot h of  some k i nd. Encl osed her e ar e dr awi ngs 

of  t he sumo mound and super s t r uct ur e. I n t he cent er  of  t he 

mound and under  t he ar c of  t he super st r uct ur e i s a r i ng mar ked 

out , by packs of  st r aw sunk i nt o t he ear t h. Thi s r i ng i s 

r oughl y 12 f t . i n di amet er . I t  i s pl aced i n t he ver y cent er  of  
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of  t he mound and i s f i l l ed i ns i de wi t h r at her  sof t  ear t h whi ch 

i s kept  const ant l y moi st ened and smoot h. I t  i s i n t hi s r i ng 

t hat  t he ac t ual  wr es t l i ng t akes pl ac e. The wr es t l i ng i s begun 

i n t he cent er  of  t he r i ng, and upon agr eement  by t he wr es t l er s , 

as wi l l  be descr i bed l at er . The wr es t l i ng begi ns . 

The pur pose of  t he spor t  i s t o f or ce t he opponent  out s i de of  

t he 12 f t . r i ng or  t o make some par t  of  hi s body t ouch t he gr ound 

wi t hi n t he r i ng i t s e l f . Thus t he per son may wi n by ei t her  t hr owi ng 

hi s opponent  out  of  t he r i ng or  t o t he gr ound wi t hi n t he r i ng. 

Thi s i s t he ent i r e obj ect  of  t he spor t . I t  i s qui t e s c i ent i f i c , 

however , i nasmuch as t he var i ous hol ds ar e used and somet hi ng of  

t he j udo pr i nc i pl e i s r et ai ned. Unl i ke Amer i can or  Eur opean 

wr es t l i ng, t hi s spor t  does not  al l ow f or  cont est s on t he gr ound. 

Al l  of  t he ef f or t  of  sumo must  be concent r at ed whi l e t he t wo 

i ndi v i dual s ar e s t andi ng on t hei r  f eet . I n J apan some cont est s 

ar e hel d r egul ar l y i n var i ous l ar ge c i t i es , and as a spor t  i t  i s 

a f avor i t e army past t i me. Ther e ar e pr of ess i onal  wr est l er s i n 

J apan, however , who aim. at  gr eat  hei ght  and wei ght  whi ch i s a 

def i ni t e asset  i n t he spor t . These pr of ess i onal  wr est l er s i n 

J apan of t en at t ai n a hei ght  of  s i x f eet  and eat  gr eat  quant i t i es 

of  f ood i n or der  t o achi eve as much wei ght  as poss i bl e. A good 

sumo wr est l er  i n J apan ought  t o be above mi ddl e hei ght , wei gh at  

l east  250- 300 l bs . The sumoi st  i n J apan achi eves t he same not or i et y 

and publ i c i t y as a success f ul  pr i ze f i ght er  mi ght  i n t hi s count r y. 

Thi s i s a f a i r  compar i son, s i nce sumo i n J apan seems t o occupy t he 
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same pl ace as pr i ze f i ght i ng her e. For  t hi s r eason, i t  i s 

cons i der ed by many J apanese j ust  a bi t  on t he vul gar  s i de. 

I n J apan, t her e ar e hanger s on of  sumo who ar e compar abl e t o 

t he pr of ess i onal  pr i ze f i ght i ng f an or  r acet r ack t out  i n t hi s 

count r y. Al t hough sumo i s t he nat i onal  spor t , and t hough i t  has 

l ong had sanct i on f r om t he sumar ai , i t  i s not  t oday t hought  t o 

occupy as hi gh a pl ane as i t  once di d under  t he shogun. I n J apan, 

mor eover , t he pr of ess i onal  sumo wr est l er  gener al l y wear s hi s hai r  

i n a l i t t l e queque, and i s t hus di s t i ngui shabl e f r om ot her  men. 

These aspect s of  sumo have, more or  l es s ? been l ost  i n t hi s 

count r y, and whi l e t he heavi er  and st r onger  and t al l er  i ndi v i dual s 

i n t he Rel ocat i on Cent er  have t ended t o dr i f t  i nt o t he spor t , 

never t hel ess , t he pi gt ai l  i s not  r et ai ned, nor  i s t her e such a 

gr eat  emphasi s on wei ght . Unl i ke t he J apanese sumo^St he K i bei  

i n t hi s count r y do not  t r ai n by eat i ng. Some at t empt  i s made t o 

mat ch peopl e of  even wei ght  and s k i l l . L i ke ot her  f or ms of  

J apanese spor t s , t he par t i c i pant s ar e gr aded i n t er ms of  s k i l l , 

and i t  i s poss i bl e t o change one's gr ade or  t o r i se pr ogr ess i vel y 

as one's s k i l l  i s demonst r at ed. Wo at t ent i on i s pai d t o wei ght s 

but  as an i nt er es t i ng f eat ur e of  accul t ur at i on i n t hi s count r y t he 

t endency t o mat ch peopl e of  equal  wei ght  i n addi t i on t o mat ch peopl e 

of  equal  s k i l l  i s pr esent . 

Somewhat  l i ke go, t her e ar e ni ne gr ades and sumoi st s may r i se 

success i vel y f r om one gr ade t o anot her . The gr ades , however , ar e 

ar bi t r ar i l y , and r at her  unl i ke t he go gr ades whi ch ar e es t abl i shed 
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by t he i nt er nat i onal  go counc i l  i n Tokyo. The gr ades i n t he 

Rel ocat i on Cent er s , f or  exampl e, ar e si mpl y made up f r om t he 

mat er i al  on hand, t he best  man bei ng pl aced i n gr ade one and t he 

wor st  i n gr ade ni ne, and so on. Thi s gr adi ng, however , i s not  

adher ed t o wi t h any degr ee of  accur acy . I t  i s r ecogni zed i n 

J apan, however , as a means of  det er mi ni ng t he pos i t i on of  a 

sumo exper t . Tanaka hi msel f , as a f or mer  sumo wr est l er  i n J apan, 

was a hol der  of  a bl ack bel t , gi ven al so i n sumo as i n j udo, and 

achi eved gr ade t wo i n J apan, a r at her  envi abl e accompl i shment . 

I n j udo, once t he bl ack bel t  i s conf er r ed i t  may not  be r emoved. 

I n sumo, however , t he bl ac k bel t  i s somet hi ng l i ke a t i t l e , and 

i t  i s necessar y t o def end one's bel t  once i t  i s awar ded. No 

at t ent i on i s gi ven t o t hi s t ype of  owner  i n t hi s count r y. Fur t her -

r at her  t han as a means of  gai ni ng pr es t i ge. Some men vi e f or  

pr i zes , and i n mat ches pr i zes ar e al ways gi ven t o ever y 

par t i c i pant . Consol at i on pr i zes f or  t he l oser  and spec i al  awar ds 

f or  t he wi nner  ar e gi ven, as wi l l  be descr i bed l at er . 

The wr est l er s adopt  t he J apanese sash, or  l oi n c l o t h, when 

engaged i n t he spor t . An i ndi v i dual  ent er s t he r i ng naked except  

f or  t h i s . Thi s sash i s a pi ece of  canvas or  heavy c l o t h, some-

t i mes sai d t o be s i l k , about  a f oot  wi de, and f r om 8- 12 f t . l ong. 

I t  i s f ol ded once and dr awn bet ween t he l egs , t he r emai nder  bei ng 

wound ar ound t he hi ps and t i ed secur el y i n t he back . A ver y f i r m 

suppor t  i s t hus gi ven s i nce t he bel t  i s ver y secur el y f as t ened. 

The pi ece dr awn t hr ough t he cr ot ch i s open and ver y of t en cont ai ns 

mor e, i n t he Rel ocat i on Cent er  t he emphasi s on sumo 
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wr i t i ng i ndi cat i ng t he name of  t he wear er  or  t he r ank , or  a 

mot t o f or  good l uck . Thi s pi ece i s open and usual l y f or ms an 

apr on. I n wr es t l i ng, any par t  of  t hi s gar ment  may be gr asped, 

and i ndeed many hol ds ar e dependent  upon gr aspi ng i t . The 

wr est l er  ent er s t he r i ng wi t h bar e f eet  and wear s no ot her  appar el  

but  t hi s sash or  l o i n c l o t h. 

At t ent i on may now be t ur ned t o a pr act i ce mat ch whi ch, at  

Gi l a, t akes pl ace near l y ever y ni ght . The pat t er n of  J apanese 

sumo i s f ol l owed pr et t y compl et el y t hr oughout . Af t er  t he 

par t i c i pant s have dr essed i n t he cl ub house t hey go out  i n a 

body, some of  t hem swagger i ng somewhat , t o t he doj o wher e t hey 

pr epar e t o go i nt o t he r i ng. A warm- up i s at  f i r s t  necessar y . 

Si nce one i s at  a di sadvant age i f  one shoul d st and er ec t , i t  i s 

necessar y t o mai nt ai n a squat t i ng pos i t i on and exer c i ses must  be 

under gone so as t o pr event  f at i gue i n t hi s pos i t i on. Thi s 

exer c i se pr ac t i ced by al most  al l  sumo wr est l er s i s pr ac t i cal l y 

a r i t ua l . I t  cons i s t s of  squat t i ng about  hal f way t o t he gr ound, 

and of  st andi ng ver y f l at  f oot ed and t hen of  l i f t i ng one l eg as f ar  

as poss i bl e t o t he s i de comi ng down har d on t he bal l  of  t he f oot  

and t hen r epeat i ng t he pr ocess wi t h t he ot her  l eg. Thi s i s a 

ver y ar duous exer c i se and can be ver y gr acef ul l y done, but  r equi r es 

pr ac t i ce. The muscl es of  t he t hi gh and st omach ar e bui l t  by t hi s 

exer c i se, and each movement  i s undoubt edl y of  benef i t  t o t he 

spor t . The wr est l er s do t hi s of f  t o t he si de of  t he mound. At  

t he sout hwest  cor ner  of  each doj o a pol e has been pl aced upr i ght  

i n t he gr ound and i s sur r ounded by sof t  d i r t . I t  i s on t hi s t hat  
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t he wr est l er s do t hi s exer c i s e, af t er  whi ch t hey pay push, pul l , 

and ot her wi se l i mber  up. On pr act i ce ni ght s at  But t e, Tanaka 

act s as t he coach and c al l s t he mat ches, mat chi ng t hi s i ndi v i dual  

agai nst  t hat , whi l e t he ac t ual  wr est l i ng »i nst r uct i on i s under  t he 

di r ec t i on of  a young J apanese named Hamanaka. Hamanaka i s a young 

man f r om t he Fr esno d i s t r i c t , who has done a good deal  of  j udo, 

sumo and Amer i can wr es t l i ng. I n 1936 he was r unner - up f or  t he 

156 l b. c l ass Ol ympi c games wr est l i ng t eam. He i s exceedi ngl y 

s k i l l ed i n al l  f or ms of  wr es t l i ng, and now wei ghs per haps 180 l bs . 

He i s r ecogni zed as a pr of ess i onal  sumo t eacher , and made hi s 

l i v i ng at  t hi s spor t  pr i or  t o evacuat i on. He i s empl oyed as 

i nst r uct or  by GAS at  t he pr esent  t i me. Mai nt ai ni ng hi msel f  i n 

spl endi d phys i cal  condi t i on he wi l l  of t en engage t he ent i r e sumo 

gr oup i n one eveni ng, goi ng f or  f i ve or  s i x f a l l s wi t h each of  

t hem. Thi s i s a r at her  phenomenal  achi evement  s i nce wi t hout  

st oppi ng he i s abl e t o r un t hr ough per haps 50 or  60 bout s seemi ng-

l y wi t hout  becomi ng wi nded or  exhaust ed. I n pr ac t i ce, he gener al l y 

meet s each member  of  a t eam each ni ght  and cor r ect s t he er r or s of  

t hei r  appr oach and at t ack , and gi ves i nst r uct i on t o t hem. 

When t he wr est l er s have l i mber ed up and ar e r eady t o begi n, 

t he car et aker  of  t he doj o comes f or war d and pl aces a box of  s al t  

at  t he post  on t he sout hwest  cor ner  and t he nor t heast  cor ner  of  

t he r i ng, a bucket  of  wat er  and, oddl y enough, a box of  Kl eenex, 

ar e pl aced at  t he s i de of  t hi s post  al s o . . The wr est l er s ent er  

t he r i ng f r om t he west  and f r om t he eas t . A chal l enger  usual l y 



Rober t  Spencer  
Gi l a 

16 

ent er s f r om t he wes t . A champi on f r om t he eas t . The concept  

of  t he r i s i ng sun i n t he east  i s i n accor dance wi t h t he bushi do 

i dea and t he mai nt enance of  t he J apanese s p i r i t , or  Yamat o- damashi . 

ThUs, a wi nner  of  a pr evi ous bout  gener al l y ent er s f r om t he eas t , 

and a man who has won no bout s ent er s f r om t he wes t . The t er ms 

r egul ar l y used f or  t hi s ar e n i s h i , eas t , and hi gas hi , wes t . The 

man st andi ng at  t he east  i s al ways cons i der ed t o be t he bet t er ; 

when an announcement  of  a mat ch i s made t he name of  t he man 

st andi ng at  t he east  end of  t he r i ng i s al ways gi ven f i r s t . 

Thi s i s al ways s t r i c t l y obser ved. Two wr est l er s ent er  t he r i ng 

r espec t i vel y f r om t he east  and west , appr oach each ot her  on t he 

mound and go as f ar  as t he ent r ance of  t he c i r c l e. Her e t hey 

st op and bow l ow t o one anot her . They t hen go over  t o t hei r  

r espect i ve cor ner s , t he post s wher e t he bucket s of  wat er  ar e l ef t , 

t he mout h i s r i nsed wi t h wat er  and gener al l y dr i ed wi t h a pi ece 

of  Kl eenex and t hen each t akes a handf ul  of  sal t  f r om t he box whi ch 

i s f ast ened t o t he pos t . Thi s sal t  i s t aken t o t he r i ng and as 

each man ent er s t he r i ng he cast s i t  about  i n f r ont  of  hi m. The 

r eason f or  t hi s i s t hat  sal t  i s consi der ed t o be a pur i f y i ng agent . 

I t  i s concei ved t o c l eanse t he body and t he mi nd and t o pur i f y t he 

gr ound on whi ch t he wr es t l i ng i s t o t ake pl ace. The Shi nt o concept  

of  a mal i gnant  ear t h di et y i s bor ne out  her e, and i t  i s concei ved 

t hat  t he ear t h wi l l  i nj ur e t he i ndi v i dual  i f  i t  i s not  pl acat ed by 

sal t  i n t hi s manner . Thi s i s bel i eve by t hose who par t i c i pat e i n 

sumo. I f  a man get s o f f  t o a f al se st ar t  at  t he begi nni ng of  

t he mat ch he wi l l  of t en hol d up t he mat ch and r et ur n f o r  more s al t . 
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Some i ndi v i dual s ar e mor e ext r eme t han ot her s i n t he use of  s a l t . 

The wr i t er  has not i ced, some who wi l l  annoi nt  t hei r  bodi es compl et el y 

wi t h sal t  as t hey st and at  t he post  r eady t o ent er  t he r i ng. Some-

t i mes bef or e ent er i ng t he r i ng, or  whi l e wai t i ng f or  an opponent  

t o f i n i s h wi t h hi s wat er  or  hi s annoi nt ment  of  s al t , an i ndi v i dual  

wi l l  engage agai n i n t he l i mber i ng up exer c i s e. When t hey have 

ent er ed t he r i ng, t he two wr est l er s wi l l  advance t o t he ver y 

cent er , or  as c l ose t o t he cent er  as t hey poss i bl y can get , and 

wi l l  agai n per f or m t hi s l i mber i ng up exer c i se of  s hi f t i ng f r om one 

l eg t o t he ot her . They ar e t hen r eady t o wr es t l e. They squat  down 

and pl ace t hei r  c l osed f i s t s on t he gr ound i n f r ont  of  one anot her . 

Gener al l y , a man wi l l  pl ace one f i s t  on t he gr ound and t hen hol d 

t he ot her  f i s t  unt i l  he sees t hat  hi s opponent 's hands ar e r es t i ng 

on t he gr ound and al l ow hi s own f i s t  t o t ouch hi s ; as soon as al l  

of  t he hands have t ouched t he gr ound t he mat ch i s begun. 

The wr est l er s gener al l y char ge one anot her  i n a manner  qui t e 

anal o go us t o a l i ne char ge i n Amer i can f oo t bal l . I n f ac t , ver y 

much t he same st ance i s used as by a f oot bal l  l i neman. An at t empt  

i s made t o gr asp t he opponent 's bel t  or  si mpl y t o push hi m out s i de 

of  t he r i ng, i f  t he push f a i l s t he bel t  i s gr asped, t hen var i ous 

hol ds ar e r esor t ed t o t o make t he i ndi v i dual  f a l l  down, or  t o 

t hr ow hi m out  of  t he r i ng al t oget her . Bot h wr est l er s wi l l  

gener al l y gr asp each ot her 's bel t s and t ug and push and pul l  f or  

some t i me i f  t hey ar e of  equal  wei ght  and stPeHgfeh s k i l l . A heav i er  

man has t he advant age s i nce by hi s char ge he can t hr ow hi s l i ght er  
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opponent  t o t he gr ound. F i s t s may not  be used but  el bows and 

open hand s t r i k i ng i s per mi ss i bl e. Scr at chi ng or  bi t i ng i s not  

al l owed. I t  i s qui t e cust omar y t o see an i ndi v i dual  push hi s 

opponent  t o t he edge of  t he r i ng and t o see t he opponent  pr ess 

hi msel f  on t he packs of  st r aw at  t he end of  t he r i ng and so 

manoeuvr e a t ur n t hat  f or ces t he aggr essor  out  of  t he r i ng f i r s t . 

I t  i s qui t e common f or  one opponent  t o l i f t  and car r y t he ot her . 

The wr i t er , b ©cause of  hi s hei ght  and. wei ght , f ound t hi s par t i cul ar l y 

expedi ent  wi t h l i ght er  opponent s. Somet i mes var i ous j udo hol ds ar e 

used, body sl ams and ot her  hol ds maki ng use of  l ever age ar e f ai r l y 

c ommon. 

I n pr ac t i c e, a l l  t he r esul t s of  each mat ch ar e kept , and even 

i n pr act i ce an i ndi v i dual  may become r ai sed i n gr ade. Ther e ar e 

var i ous f or ms of  sumo whi ch ar e used i n pr ac t i c e. Two i ndi v i dual s 

may be mat ched agai nst  each ot her  and f ol l owed by anot her  t wo. 

They may go f or  f our , f i ve or  s i x f a l l s . The one who has won t he 

l ar gest  number  of  f a l l s i s cr edi t ed wi t h havi ng one. Somet i mes, 

a game somewhat  compar abl e t o t he Eur opean c hi l dr en's game of  

Ki ng of  t he Mount ai n i s pl ayed, t he wi nner  al ways s i t t i ng i n t he 

r i ng and s t ay i ng i n as l ong as he can mai nt ai n hi msel f  t her e. I f  

he i s t hr own, hi s pl ace i s t aken by t he next  wi nner . Af t er  a f a l l , 

and t he i ndi v i dual s ar e r eady to l eave t he r i ng, bot h r  et i r e . t o t he 

edge of  t he r i ng wher e agai n a deep bow i s gi ven. I t  i s i n pr act i ce 

wher e t he pur est  f or m of  spor t  i s seen. No pr i zes or  awar ds üeing 

gi ven f o r  pr ac t i ce, but  onl y i n t our nament s. 
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I f  t wo i ndi v i dual s ar e r eady to wr est l e and one doesn't  

f eel  t hat  he i s qui t e pr epar ed, he may dr op t o one knee and 

shout  "mat a" meani ng wai t , and t hus t he opponent  i s obl i ged t o 

hol d of f  and t hey may agai n ent er  t he cent er  of  t he r i ng. Thi s 

i s done f r equent l y i n or der  t o di sconcer t  t he opponent  or  t o 

put  hi m of f  guar d. F r equent l y bot h wr est l er s wi l l  be t ense and 

r eady t o go , when one of  t hem wi l l  f a i l  t o piace hi s f i s t  on t he 

gr ound, but  wi l l  s i mpl y get  up and go back t o t he post  f o r  mor e 

s al t . Al ways at  t hi s t i me, t he t enseness of  t he wr est l er  i mpar t s 

i t s el f  t o t he spec t at or s . When t hi s i s done, an audi bl e s i gh 

goes up f r om t he spect at or s , espec i al l y i f  t he s t ar t i ng poi nt  of  

t he mat ch i s l ong del ayed, as i t  ver y f r equent l y i s . Some wi l l  

at t empt  t o wi n by del ay i ng. Af t er  t he mat ch, t he wr est l er s r et ur n 

t o t he post  and wi l l  agai n engage i n t he l i mber - up exer c i se. 

They wi l l  l ean f or war d and br eat he heav i l y t hr ough t he nose i n 

or der  t o get  t hei r  wi nd bac k . 

Recor d of  each mat ch i s kept  by Tanaka, and mi st akes of  

t he wr est l er s ar e r ec t i f i ed by Hamanaka, who gi ves coachi ng 

t al ks and i ns t r uc t i ons al ways i n J apanese. 

I n But t e an aver age of  10- 12 wr est l er s come out  ever y 

n i ght . Near l y a l l  of  t hem f r om Sant a Ani t a. The Tur l ock gr oup 

i n Canal  seem t o have a bi gger  t ur n out . Gr oups of  I s s ei  men 

come ever y ni ght  t o wat ch t he pr act i ce t o cheer  or  j eer , dependi ng 

upon t hei r  whi m, par t i cul ar l y when spect acul ar  hol ds or  st r at agems 

ar e empl oyed. The man who i s j ust  about  t o l ose and t hen t ur ns 
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t he t abl e on hi s aggr essor  i s al ways hear t i l y appl auded, and 

f r equent l y gi ven bet t er  pr i zes i n t he t our nament s whi ch f o l l ow. 

Pr act i ce gener al l y l as t s f r om ni ne t o el even or  t wel ve at  

n i ght . I t  i s not  usual  t o have sumo i n t he dayl i ght  hour s , 

s i nce i t  i s cons i der ed t o be mor e of  a spor t  f or  ni ght - t i me. 

I n f ac t , t her e ar e cer t ai n t aboos r egar di ng i t s per f or mance dur -

i ng t he day whi ch ar e obser ved at  Gi l a t o t he ext ent  of  avoi di ng 

al l  sumo pr act i ce dur i ng t he day. 

I t  i s i n t he t our nament s, however , t hat  t he t r ue Yamat o-

damashi , t he nat i onal i s t i c and Shi nt o s pi r i t  of  J apan i s i n 

ev i dence. 
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I n addi t i on t o t he pr est i ge and accl ai m whi ch sur r ounds 

par t i c i pant s i n t he spor t  of  sumo, t her e i s an oppor t uni t y t o wi n 

pr i zes i n t he sumo mat ches whi ch t ake pl ace wi t h f ai r  r egul ar i t y 

ever y f o r t ni ght . Pr i zes f or  t he par t i c i pant s ar e donat ed by 

var i ous or gani zat i ons , and by t he members of  t he sumo cl ub who 

do not  par t i c i pat e i n t he mat ches, t hat  i s t o say, by t he ol der  men 

who ar e concer ned i n r unni ng t he c l ub's a f f a i r s . The pr i zes var y 

f r om smal l  and i nexpensi ve gi f t s t o cups pur chased t hr ough t he GAS. 

Sums of  money r angi ng f r om $1 t o $5 ar e al so gi ven. The Engei - bu, 

t he Ki bei  c l ub, and some ot her  or gani zat i ons devot ed, t o t he mai nt en-

ance of  t hi ngs J apanese, cont r i but e now and agai n f or  t hi s pr i ze 

money. Mat ches ar e r un of f  var i ous l y as wi l l  be descr i bed bel ow. 

They t ake pl ace wi t h f ai r  r egul ar i t y ever y ot her  Sat ur day. 

Occas i onal l y , a Canal  t eam made up of  t hi r t een men wi l l  meet  a 

But t e t eam, and al so mat ches wi l l  be hel d wi t hi n a camp f or  pr i zes , 

cups, and t o gi ve t he par t i c i pant s an oppor t uni t y t o r ai se t hei r  r ank 

The at t r act i on of  pr i zes and t he accl ai m gi ven t o sumo wr est l er s 

makes f or  a much l ar ger  t ur nout  when t he f or mal  mat ches t ake pl ace 

t han occur s dur i ng t he pr act i ce ni ght s . I t  wi l l  be wel l  t o descr i be 

t he var i ous k i nds of  sumo mat ches t hat  have t aken pl ace at  Gi l a. 

Descr i pt i on may be gi ven her e of  a mat ch i n whi ch t he wr i t er  

par t i c i pat ed bet ween But t e and Canal , hel d at  But t e i n ear l y May. 

Thr ough t he CAS an ar r angement  was made whi ch per mi t t ed t he members 

of  t he Canal  t eam to v i s i t  But t e, a t r uck bei ng pr ovi ded f or  t hat  

pur pose. The mat ch at t r act ed an audi ence of  over  a t housand peopl e. 

A l oudspeaker  syst em was set  up t o announce t he mat ches. The cont est  
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wer e hel d f or  possessi on of  a champi onshi p banner  made of  s i l k 

and i nscr i bed i n J apanese wi t h t he wor ds "The Spi r i t  of  J apan i s 

exempl i f i ed by f r i endl y wr est l i ng!1 Thi s banner  had t wi ce f al l en 

t o t he possessi on of  But t e, and now t he Canal  t eam chal l enged f or  

i t  agai n. As t he chal l enger s , t he Canal  t eam occupi ed t he east er n 

end of  t he do j o , But t e t ak i ng t he west . Bef or e t he mat ches begi n 

l ong speeches ar e made i n J apanese, ext o l l i ng t he sumo par t i c i pant s , 

di scuss i ng t he f i nanc i al  condi t i on of  But t e sumo c l ub , i nt r oduci ng 

var i ous peopl e, such as v i s i t or s f r om Post  on, t he Caucasi an heads of  

CAS, et c . The wr i t er  was i nt r oduced as a Caucasi an par t i c i pant . 

Some adver se c r i t i c i sm was l evel l ed agai nst  t he wr i t er  f or  hi s 

par t i c i pat i on, but  i n t he mai n t he audi ence was pl eased t o see a 

member  of  t he s t af f  i nt er est  hi msel f  i n a J apanese spor t . As t he 

r esul t  of  t he par t i c i pat i on i n t hi s , and t he mat ches whi ch f o l l owed, 

t he wr i t er  ear ned t he r eput at i on of  bei ng pr o- J apanese. 

Af t er  t he i nt r oduct i ons of  v i s i t i ng di gnat ar i es , t he t eams of  

each camp wal ked up t o t he doj o and st andi ng i n t he r i ng wer e i nt r o-

duced t o t he audi ence i n or der  of  r ank . I n t hi s f i r s t  mat ch t he 

wr i t er  had not  as yet  been admi t t ed t o r ank , and so engaged onl y 

i n an exhi bi t i on bout . Exhi bi t i on bout s ar e hel d i n t he i nt er i m 

bet ween t he act ual  mat ch engagement s. Fol l owi ng t he i nt r oduct i on of  

t he t eams, t he r ef er ees and t he j udges wer e i nt r oduced. The j udges 

made up of  a r epr esent at i ve f r om But t e and one f r om Canal  occupi ed 

seat s at  t he nor t hwest  and sout heast  cor ner s of  t he doj o, l eani ng 

agai nst  t he post s suppor t i ng t he super s t r uct ur e. They s i t  on cushi ons 

and i t  i s not ewor t hy t hat  bef or e ent er i ng t he r i ng t hey al ways r emove 
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t hei r  shoes. Dur i ng t he var i ous mat ches, t he r ef er ees ar e f r equent -

l y changed, t her e somet i mes bei ng as many as t hr ee r ef er ees f or  one 

eveni ng's cont es t s . The r ef er ee i s l i ght l y dr essed and appear s i n 

t he r i ng bar ef oot . He i s usual l y an ol der  man who has had some ex-

per i ence wi t h sumo. The r ef er ee i s equi pped wi t h a paddl e. Thi s 

paddl e i s symbol i c of  t he power  wi el ded by t he shogun of  ol d J apan, 
of  

The paddl e i s /bl ac k l acquer  about  16,f  i n l engt h and f ans out  t o a 

r ough hear t  shape (See i l l us t r at i o n) . On i t  ar e i nscr i bed t he 

f i gur es of  a r ed sun and a r ed cr escent  moon. Two char act er s appear  

under  t hese symbol s, and i n a f r ee t r ansl at i on st at e "Beneat h me 

wr est l i ng t akes p l ac e. " The paddl e i s at t ached at  one end by a 

l ong r ed s i l k r ope. When not  i n use i t  i s al ways f ast ened t o t he 

nor t heast  post  of  t he do j o . The r ef er ee i ndi cat es wi t h t he paddl e 

pr ogr ess of  t he mat ch. Ther e i s no r ef er eei ng dur i ng t he pr act i ce 

mat ches. Fol l owi ng t he i nt r oduct i on of  t he r ef er ee t he banner  

over  whi ch t he cont est  i s hel d i s pl aced agai nst  one post  of  t he do j o . 

I t  i s not ewor t hy t hat  t he shi nt o assoc i at i on appear s i n t he mat ches 

i n t he f or m of  t he so- cal l ed gohei  . These gohei  ar e s t r i ps of  whi t e 

paper , cut  i n a pecul i ar  way t o f or m a k i nd of  st r eamer . Bunches of  

t hem ar e at t ached t o each post  of  t he doj o dur i ng cont es t s . They ar e 

paper  char ms t o i nsur e agai nst  t he ent r ance of  mal evol ent  spi r i t s 

who mi ght  cause i nj ur y t o t he wr es t l er s . Char ms and st r eamer s of  

t hi s k i nd ar e i n J apan of t en car r i ed by shi nt o pr i es t s . Al ways dur i ng 

mat ches t he super st r uct ur e of  t he doj o i s decor at ed i n r ed, whi t e and 

bl ue bunt i ng. 

Exhi bi t i on mat ches t ake pl ace f i r s t , and of t en t he members of  
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t he same t eam wi l l  pr act i ce t oget her  bef or e t he mat ches begi n. 

The l eg exer c i se descr i bed above i s al ways per f or med bef or e a mat ch. 

Af t er  t he exhi bi t i on mat ches and t he pr act i ce t ake pl ace, t he cont est  

i s r eady t o begi n. Each t eam i s composed of  t hi r t een wr es t l er s . 

These, accor di ng t o r ank , ar e var i ous l y mat ched. I n t he par t i cul ar  

mat ch descr i bed her e t hese wr est l er s engaged a di f f er ent  opponent  

t hr ee t i mes f o r  one f a l l  each. Thus , t her e wer e 39 mat ches i n a l l , 

t her e bei ng t hr ee ser i es of  cont es t s . The pur pose of  t he cont est  was 

t hat  of  t he t wo t eams one was r equi r ed t o wi n t wo out  of  t he t hr ee 

ser i es of  t hi r t een mat ches i n t he cont es t . The f i r s t  ser i es was won 

by But t e, 8 t o 5. The pr ocedur e f ol l owed i s t o i nt r oduce t he wr es t l er s , 

t he chal l enger  f i r s t , cal l i ng t hem up t o t he cent er  of  t he r i ng, wher e 

t hey f or mal l y bow. The announcer , usual l y Tanaka, cal l s t he wr est l er s 

f r om each s i de by name. To t he name i s added t he s uf f i x -  kun. 

The s i des ar e c al l ed, not  by t eam, but  by east  and west , r espec t i vel y . 

I f , f or  exampl e, Ni shi mur a of  Canal  wer e t o wr est l e Kozai  of  But t e, 

t he announcement  woul d be gi ven i n t hi s way: i f Mi shi , Ni shi mur a- kun\  

Hi gashi  Kozai - kun." Af t er  t he names ar e c al l ed, appl ause gener al l y 

f o l l ows . The announcement  i s gi ven i n a par t i cul ar l y musi cal  way. 

The wr est l er s t hen appr oach t he r i ng, and af t er  bowi ng go t o t he 

post  wher e t hey ar e gi ven sal t , wat er , and gener al l y Kl eenex 

wi t h whi ch t o wi pe t hei r  mout hs. At  t he f i r s t  mat ch, t he best  

wr est l er  of  t he t eam act s as a k i nd of  second, i n t hat  he gi ves 

t he wat er  and t he sal t  t o t he man about  t o wr es t l e. L i ke ever yt hi ng 

el se i n sumo, t hi s pr ocedur e i s def i n i t el y f or mal i zed. Bot h men ar e 

obl i ged t o squat  on t he gr ound, and t he second gi ves f i r s t  a cup of  
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wat er  t hen a c l ot h t o wi pe t he wr est l er s mout h , i n t hi s case 

Kl eenex, and f i nal l y gi ves s al t . Thi s i s gi ven by pl ac i ng a 

l ar ge amount  of  sal t  6n t he back of  t he l ef t  hand, i t  i s t hen 

pour ed i nt o t he wr es t l er 's cupped hands, wi t h t he r i ght  hand 

anot her  handf ul  i s gi ven. The wr est l er  t hen goes t o t he r i ng, 

assumi ng t he s t ance r equi r ed by cut som. Whi l e doi ng so, he t akes 

some of  t he sal t  t hat  has been gi ven hi m, pl ac i ng i t  i n hi s mout h 

t o i nsur e s t r engt h. As he l eaves f or  t he r i ng, t he second t hr ows 

>t  

a handf ul  of  sal t  at  hi m t o make hi s body s t r ong. Wi t h t he handf ul  

of  sal t  t hat  he i s now ho l di ng, t he wr est l er  spr ays t he gr ound. 

Thi s i s a not ewor t hy f eat ur e of  what  mi ght  be c al l ed "cont agi ous 

magi c1'. At  t he f i r s t  mat ch t he hi ghest  r anki ng wr est l er  of  t he 

t eam act s as second. Ther eaf t er  t he wi nner  of  each mat ch r emai ns 

on t he doj o i t s el f  t o act  as second f or  t he next  par t i c i pant . I t  

i s t hought  t hat  some of  t he l uck , st r engt h and s k i l l  of  t̂ hese 

wr est l er s wi l l  i mpar t  i t s el f  t o t he next  cont es t ant . 

I f  t he f i r s t  mat ch i s l ost  t he o r i gi nal  second r emai ns. 

Usual l y , however , i f  t he f i r s t  two or  t hr ee mat ches ar e l os t , t he 

second wi l l  be r epl aced by anot her  man, s i nce i t  i s t hought  t hat  

t he l uck i mpar t ed by t he second i s not  ho l di ng. The r esul t  i s t hen 

t hat  t hi s whol e mat t er  of  admi ni s t er i ng t o t h e cont est ant s i s 

assoc i at ed wi t h a super s t i t i ous concept  of  good or  i l l  l uck . 

Fol l owi ng t he admi ni st r at i on by t he second, t he cont est ant , as 

ment i oned above, goes i nt o t he r i ng, wher e t he r ef er ee i s al r eady 

s t andi ng. Wi t h t he handl e of  hi s paddl e, t he r ef er ee dr aws a l i ne 

i n t he cent er  of  t he r i ng. Bot h men pl ace t hei r  c l osed f i s t s on t he 
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gr ound by t hi s l i ne. As soon as al l  f our  f i s t s t ouch t he gr ound, 

t he wr est l er s ar e r eady t o s t ar t , and so r ush at  one anot her , 

at t empt i ng t o f or ce each ot her  down on t he gr ound, or  t o push out  

of  t he r i ng. The r ef er ee hol ds hi s paddl e over  t he heads of  t he 

cont est ant s as t hey s t ar t . As soon as t hey have wr est l ed he t hr ows 

hi s paddl e back , and st eps back hi msel f , shout i ng i n t he meant i me 

wor ds of  encour agement  t o bot h wr es t l er s . Somet i mes, one man wi l l  

del ay pl ac i ng hi s f i xs t s on t he gr ound, s o t he st ar t  of  t he mat ch 

wi l l  be del ayed. One man may r ush t oo soon, at  whi ch hi s opponent  

wi l l  cr y "Mat a,w and t he r ef er ee wi l l  j oi n hi m by sayi ng "Mat a mat a" 

Af t er  s ĉh a f al se s t ar t , bot h cont est ant s wi l l  usual l y go back t o t he 

sal t  box f or  anot her  handf ul  of  s al t . By t hi s t i me, t he man act i ng 

as second has usual l y r et i r ed f r om t he r i ng. Ret ur ni ng t o t he r i ng, 

t he wr est l er s engage agai n. Some mat ches ar e over  i n a mat t er  of  

seconds, ot her s , espec i al l y when t he wr esi l er s manage t o gr asp each 

ot her s bel t s , t ake cons i der abl y l onger . 

Spect acul ar  mat ches and c l ose dec i s i ons ar e al ways appl auded. 

I t  ver y f r equent l y happens t hat  t he r ef er ee i s unabl e t o r ender  t he 

dec i s i on, and s 0 r equest s c l ar i f i c at i on by t he j udges . At  t hi s t i me, 

he al so consul t s t he coaches, or  capt ai ns , of  t he opposi ng t eam. 

A par t i cul ar l y c l ose dec i s i on may c al l  f or  a r epeat . Dur i ng t he 

cour se of  t he wr es t l i ng, t he r ef er ee i s obl i ged t o use a vocabul ar y 

whi ch i s ent i r el y assoc i at ed by t he spor t  of  sumo i t s el f , and i s made 

y up of  ar chai c wor ds no l onger  used i n ever yday speech. The most  

common cr y f r om t he r ef er ee i s at  once a wor d of  encour agement  and of  

war ni ng. Thi s i s "Hakyu- i i " Thi s t x. xm war ni ng wi l l  be shout ed a 
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number  of  t i mes dur i ng t he cour se of  t he mat ch. F i nal l y , as t he 

mat ch i s won, t he r ef er ee, on seei ng t he dec i s i on c l ear l y , wi l l  

f l i ng hi s arm out  i n t he di r ect i on of  t he wi nner , cr yi ng r ,Mi shi ," 

or  "Hi gas hi " as t he case may be. The l oser  bows hi msel f  out  of  t he 

r i ng, whi l e t he wi nner  r emai ns behi nd. The l oser  r et i r es t o hi s 

compani ons, who gener al l y assur e hi m t hat  he wi l l  do bet t er  t he 

next  t i me. The wi nner  r emai ns on t he doj o and squat s at  t he edge 

of  t he r i ng i t s e l f . The r ef er ee, hol di ng t he paddl e f l at  by i t s 

ends, r ai ses i t  above t he head of  t he wi nner  and cal l s i n a l oud 

si ng- song voi ce t he name of  t he wi nner  pl us t he s uf f i x "k un". 

Thi s s uf f i x i s t he same t hat  appear s i n t he wor d "shogun". I t  i s an 

honor i f i c t er m meani ng l or d, or  i n t hi s case, champi on. 

I t  i s i nt er es t i ng t o not e t hat  i n s pi t e of  a cer t ai n amount  of  

pr of i c i ency demonst r at ed at  t he spor t  by t he wr i t er , t hi s s uf f i x 

was never  used wi t h hi s name, except  once. The wr i t er  not ed, 

however , t hat  t he r ef er ee who used i t  was c r i t i c i zed by some of  t he 

ol der  sumo men. Thus , i f  t he name of  t he wi nner  wer e "Ni s hi da", 

t he r ef er ee on dec l ar i ng t he wi r i er  woul d hol d t he paddl e over  hi s 

head and shout  "Ni shi da- kun." 

The ot her  cont est ant s when not  wr est l i ng s i t  on mat s on t he 

gr ound and wat ch t he mat ches. Ci gar et t es ar e pr ovi ded f or  t hem, a 

package t o each cont es t ant . The wr est l er s on t he gr ound ar e supposed 

t o s i t  cr oss- l egged and t o move as l i t t l e as poss i bl e. A ver y gr ave 

br each of  usage i s commi t t ed shoul d one of  t he par t i c i pant s r ec l i ne. 

Thi s i s t hought  agai n t o br i ng about  bad l uck . The cont est ant s s i t  

i n t wo r ows on t he mat s on t he gr ound i n t hi s r at her  uncomf or t abl e. 
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pos i t i on f o r  t he s ev er al  hour s whi ch t he mat ches t ak e. The r ows 

i n whi c h t hey s i t , and t he way i n whi ch t hey s i t , har ks back t o 

t he days of  t he J apanese f eudal  sys t em. The par t i c i pant s ar e 

concei ved t o be sumar ai . The do j o i t s e l f  i s concei ved t o be t he 

pl ace of  t he shogun, or  dai myo. No one may pass bet ween t he 

wr es t l er s and t he do j o , j ust  as i n f eudal  days no one except  t he 

shogun hi ms el f  coul d pass bet ween h i s d a i s and h i s r et a i ner s . No 

member  of  t he audi enc e, t her ef o r e, may pass al ong t he doj o i n f r ont  

of  t he wr esf Ler s. Somet i mes i t  happens t hat  a dog or  a c h i l d wi l l  

i nadver t ent l y r un bet ween t he mound and t he wr es t l er s , who t empor ar i l y 

at  l eas t  occupy t he pos i t i on of  r ank . I f  t h i s happens , t he c h i l d i s 

gener al l y sever el y s c o l ded, and t he dog i s dr i ven away, somet i mes 

c r uel l y . Once, i n t he wr i t er ' s exper i enc e, Mr . Wal t er , t he head of  

GAS, passed bet ween t he doj o and t he r ow of  wr es t l er s . A number  of  

adver se c r i t i c i s ms wer e l ev el ed agai ns t  hi m by t he I s s e i  s pec t at o r s . 

I n each c as e, i t  i s necessar y t o pur i f y t he gr ound agai n wi t h s al t , 

and t o ot her wi se r emove t he st i gma and i l l - l uc k whi ch mi ght  ar i se 

out  of  such a br eac h of  cust om. 

The second set of matches was won by Canal  7 to 6, and the 

thi rd set agai n by Canal , 7 to 6. Canal  had thus won two out of 

three matches f or the eveni ng, and at the end of the t hi r t y ni ne 

BKl&fcBX bouts the banner was confer red by the of f i c i al s . Thi s 

banner descr i bed above i s gi ven to the best wr est l er of the wi nni ng 

team who accepts i t from the r ef er ee for hi s team wi t h a bow. The 

wi nni ng team then parades around the c i r c l e on the doj o, The 

banner i s hel d then by the capt ai n of the wi nni ng team. I t i s 

ment i oned above that the concept of a team and of a capt ai n 

Q .   ̂ ^  ̂  ̂  ̂ J  f  l - -  t  
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or gani zed al ong west er n European l i nes i s not pr onounced. In 

Sumo, i ndi vi dual  r at her than team honors are s i gni f i c ant . Thi s 

i dea per si st s i n that the i ndi vi dual  wr est l er s may get pr i zes f or 

t hemsel ves i r r espect i ve of team af f i l i at i on. The i dea of matchi ng 

a team from Canal  as agai nst a team from But t e may be the r esul t 

of the Amer i can concept of an at hl et i c group oper at i ng as a t eam. 

In J apan, however , the team concept does exi st , and di d so even i n 

f eudal  t i mes. One si gni f i cant poi nt to be r ai sed, however , i s the 

f act that the emphasi s i s qui t e di f f er ent . Al t hough the group 

oper at es as a team, oppor t uni t y i s al ways gi ven f or the i ndi vi dual  

t o st ar , and to get pr i zes and pr i ze money f or hi s par t i c i pat i on. 

Mor eover , teams are made up on the spur of the moment from among 

those wr est l er s who appear f or the t our nament . 

A month or more l at er , af t er the tournament between But te and 

Canal  descr i bed above, the But t e wr est l er s vi si t ed Canal , chal l engi ng 

f or the banner . Thi s tournament they l ost 3 to 0. The Canal  sumo 

men have earned f or themsel ves the r eput at i on of bei ng r ough and 

unspor t smanl i ke, But t e expr essed a r el uct ance to engage them 

agai n. Lat er In the summer, however , the concept of yamato- damashi 

wi l l  demand that they chal l enge agai n f or the banner . 

Af t er bot h of t hese cont est s, pr i zes were gi ven to var i ous 

wi nner s, some pr i zes bei ng of money and madeup by donat i ons from 

the audi ence gi ven t o an i ndi vi dual  because of some spect acul ar 

t r i ck empl oyed i n the wr est l i ng, or a spect acul ar wi n. Everyone on 

bot h teams r ecei ved pr i zes bot h t i mes. The wr i t er r ecei ved two so-

cal l ed T- shi r t s and a car ton of c i gar et t es f or hi s par t i c i pat i on i n 

the l ast match ment i oned above i n Canal . Si mi l ar pr i zes were gi ven 
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t o ever y member  of  t he But t e t eam, even t hough t hat  t eam l os t . 

Pr i zes wer e suppl i ed f or  But t e out  of  t he But t e sumo t r easur y . 

Dur i ng t he i nt er mi s si on i n t hese cont est s a col l ect i on I s t aken 

up i n t he audi ence by t he seni or  members of  t he c l ub. The money i s 

kept  by t he cl ub f or  expenses , al t hough a smal l  sum i s t ur ned over  

t o t he communi t y ac t i v i t y sec t i on. Af t er  ever y mat ch, or  r at her  

ser i es of  mat ches, a banquet  i s hel d f or  t he wr es t l er s , bei ng gi ven 

t o t hem by t he seni or  member s. The f ood var i es but  I s al ways i n 

J apanese s t y l e, wi t h r i c e, noodl es , di kon, ver y of t en cut t l e- f i sh 

or  shr i mp. One i nt er es t i ng f eat ur e i s t he appear ance at  t hese 

banquet s of  sandwi ches made of  peanut  but t er  and j am. Thi s i s a 

gr eat  f avor i t e at  t he cent er . Ever y ni ght  af t er  pr ac t i ce, al so , 

f ood i s pr ovi ded f or  t he wr es t l er s , al t hough i t  i s usual l y not  so 

el abor at e as on days when a f or mal  cont est  t akes pl ace. I n t he 

pr e- evacuat i on per i od, i t  was consi der ed t hat  no sumo mat ch was 

compl et e unt i l  ever yone became r i ot ous l y dr unk i n t he banquet  

whi ch f o l l owed. A gr eat  f avor i t e wi t h t he Los Angel es sumo peopl e 

was t o go t o one of  t he Chi nese r est aur ant s f ol l owi ng a mat ch t o 

eat  pr odi gi ous quant i t i es of  Chi nese f ood and t o dr i nk gal l ons of  

sake. The Chi nese gi nger  l i quor , rg ai  pe, was al so a f avor i t e. 

Al l  of  t he sumo wr est l er s and t he ol der  men speak nos t al gi cal l y 

of  t hese banquet s . The l i quor , appar ent l y , i s mi ssed. 

The cont est s bet ween teams of  t he camps, of  But t e and Canal , 

ar e not  near l y so t ypi cal  of  t hi s J apanese spor t  as ar e t he mat ches 

whi ch ar e hel d i nt r acamp, so t o speak . These mat ches al l ow f or  

gr eat er  i ndi v i dual  sel f - asser t i on, and ar e bet ween wr est l er s f r om 
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the same camp, the bouts bei ng ar ranged by the coach and in-

st r uct or s. In But t e, thi s was done by Tanaka and Hamanaka. 

Here i s an oppor tuni ty f or the i ndi vi dual  to st ar ; usual l y bet t er 

pr i zes ar e of fer ed at thi s match in bot h camps. In a recent match, 

in l ate May, gol d cups as wel l  as sums of money were of f er ed, each 

par t i c i pant , fur t her mor e, obtai ned a sweat shi r t embroi dered wi t h 

the words "sumo" and cont ai ni ng a f acsi mi l e i n embroi dery of the 

r ef er ee's paddl e. Under t hi s were the words "Gi l a Sumo Honbu". 

These shi r t s were desi gned at the camp and are ordered at consi der -

abl e expense from Los Angel es. The wr i t er was for t unat e to obtai n 

one, as wel l  as sever al  other pr i zes for hi s par t i c i pat i on in t hi s 

compet i t i on. 

These matches ar e r un of f in the same way wi t h the bunt i ng 

over the doj e, the gohei on the suppor t i ng post s, and wi t h the 

r ef er ee and two j udges. The bouts begi n wi t h each man wr est l i ng 

one opponent t wi ce. Thi s t akes pl ace unt i l  al l  of the par t i ci pant s 

have wr est l ed. I f a man wi ns t wi ce, he i s gi ven a wi nner 's pr i ze. 

I f the matches are drawn a deci di ng one i s f ought . The wi nner goes 

to the edge of the doj o and squat s, hi s hands on hi s hi ps, hi s 

shoul der s and head thrown back, whi l e the r ef er ee br i ngs hi m hi s 

pr i ze. Thi s the r ef er ee t ender s to him on the paddl e; the wi nner 

takes the pr i ze, r ai ses i t above hi s head, bows t o the r ef er ee, and 

hi s opponent , and returns to hi s pl ace on the mat wi t h the other 

wr est l er s. The l oser , in these cont est s, al ways r ecei ves a con-

sol at i on pr i ze. A number of fancy or exhi bi tast i on matches then 

take pl ace af t er everyone has had an oppor tuni ty to wr est l e thr ee 
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t i mes. These may take var i ous for ms. For exampl e, i n a par t i cul ar 

match i n whi ch the wr i t er par t i c i pat ed, three gol d cups were of fered 

as pr i zes. These gol d cups had the word "sumo" wr i t t en on them and 

were reserved f or the bet t er wr est l er s, al though everyone had a chance 

at them. The best man on the team, one who t r ai ns ar duousl y by eat-

i ng, a 21- year ol d boy named Tracy Got o, st andi ng 6 f t . t al l , and 

wei ghi ng 295 l bs., was consi dered the best in the Butte camp. Fi ve 

men were sel ected t o wr est l e hi m. In order to wi n a cup he woul d 

have t o defeat al l  f i ve men i n successi on. I f , however , one of 

them defeat ed hi m he woul d wi n t he cup. Thi s i s one form of what, 

i s cal l ed go- ni n- nuki , or f i ve man suaaessi on. I t so happened that 

Boto t was defeat ed by the f i f t h man, a 200 l b. J apanese named 

George Iraai . Imai then won the cup. Goto recei ved a consol at i on 

pr i ze. Another form of the go- ni n- nuki  i s to choose ten men who 

wr est l e successi vel y. Af t er one man has won f i ve matches i n 

successi on he i s ent i t l ed t o the pr i ze. The wr i t er di d not 

par t i c i pat e i n thi s compet i t i on, whi ch was wonagai n by I mai . 

Imai won two gol d cups. The wr i t er was then put on exhi bi t i on 

i n what i s cal l ed a san- ni n- nuki , or three men successi on. The 

wr i t er the three mat ches, but was gi ven two car t ons of c i gar et t es, 

appar ent l y bad f eel i ng woul d have ar i sen i f a cup were gi ven to 

a Caucasi an, i n spi t e of some sympathy and i nt er est by the I ssei 

audi ence to Caucasi an par t i c i pat i on. 

These matches gener al l y cont i nued from dark unt i l  mi dni ght . 

The form of the go- ni n- nuki  ment i oned above as havi ng been won by 

Imai ±x usual l y takes some t i me, i t bei ng di f f i cul t to wi n f i ve 

matches in a r ow. When the match i s over the banquext take pl ace 
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and ever y par t i c i pant  r ecei ves a pr i ze of  some k i nd, t hus ever yone 

r ecei ves somet hi ng f or  par t i c i pat i ng and f or  wr es t l i ng, two pr i zes 

t hus bei ng gi ven. Ever y pr i ze t hat  i s gi ven i s mar ked wi t h t he 

char act er  "she" meani ng pr i ze. When t he mat ch i s f i n i s hed, t he 

j ani t or s br i ng t he f ood, t ake away t he sal t  and t he wat er , wet  

down t he doj o wi t h a hose and smoot h out  t he r i ng, t he doj o i s 

t hus al ways kej>t  i n good or der . 

The gener al  concept  at  sumo i s t hat  i t  f i l l s t he body and 

f os t er s t he chi val r i c spi r i t  of  J apan, t he bushi do and damashi  

concept  ment i oned above. Most  of  t he par t i c i pant s say "t ake i t  

easy when you pr ac t i ce, but  when you get  i nt o a t our nament , gi ve 

hi m h e l l . " Thi s sums up pr et t y wel l  t he spi r i t  of  t he spor t . 

* -x -x-  & -if 

Ther e i s some evi dence t hat  sumo i s al l i ed wi t h t ypes of  

wr est l i ng f ound i n I ndi a, and t hat  i t  may have spr ead t hr ough Chi na 

t o J apan wi t h Buddhi sm, Chi nese wr i t i ng and ot her  cul t ur al  el ement s. 

I n i t s pr esent  f or m, i t  i s pur el y J apanese, bei ng al l i ed wi t h t he 

ani mi st i c pr act i ces of  Shi nt o . Ther e i s some f ur t her  suggest i on 

of  s i mi l ar  f or ms of  wr es t l i ng f ound among t he Or och, t he Tungus, 

and poss i bl y t he Bur yat . I n shor t , sumo may be i ndi genous t o 

J apan, i t  may have come t hr ough Chi na f r om I ndi a, or  i t  may be a 

par t  of  t he ci r cum- pol ar  cul t ur e compl ex whi ch encour ages spor t s 

of  t hi s k i nd. Wr es t l i ng i n a not  t oo di s s i mi l ar  f or m i s not abl e 

among t he Eski mo. 






