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TOi  ¿11 Fi el d worker« 

Thi s anal ysi s wi l l  concern i t eel f  wi t h t he hi st or y of  t he 
set t l ement  of  evacuees i n var i ous bl ocks* One of  t hs probl ems t hat  
has conf r ont ed t hs study from t i ns t o t ime has been t he di f f i oul t y of  
ascer t ai ni ng a dependabl e sampl e or  cr oss- sect i on of  t hs community 
whi ch wi l l  be of  ai d i n deter mi ni ng group devel opment  wi t hi n t he com-
muni ty 9 the t ypes of  soci al  st r at i f i cat i on t o bs encount er ed, t he 
gener at i on conf l i ct , and the l i ke* 

I t  wi l l , t her ef or e, be necessar y t o make an anal ysi s of  sever al  
bl ocks i n t he communi ty, pr esent i ng as compl ete a hi st or y and descr i p-
t i on of  t hsse bl ocks as possi bl s* I n t hi s communi ty, we ar e confronted 
wi t h a popul at i on whi ch i s der i ved from a number  of  source« and whi ch 
r epr esent s four  assembl y cent er s and t he Free Zone* I n order  to el i c i t  
i nfor mat i on i n r egar d t o pro- evacuat i on backgrounds and al so mat er i al  
per t i nent  t o i ndi vi dual  f ami l i es and group adj ustment  i n t he r el ocat i on 
cent er , i t  wi l l  be necessar y t o study t he r epr esent at i ve groupa of  each 
of  t hese l ocal  Cal i f or ni a ar eas and assembl y cent er s. Thi s r epor t  wi l l , 
t her ef or e, endeavor  to t ake as r epr essnt at i ve a sampl i ng as i s possi bl e 
under  t he ci r cumatancesj  l i mi t at i ons, of  cour se, wi l l  be understood as 
ar i si ng from t he i nabi l i t y of  t he st af f  t o have contacte i n al l  of  t he 
bl ocks desi r ed and because of  a more or  l esa l i mi t ed t i me el ement* 
I f  we may, however , obt ai n i nfor mat i on of  t hi s ki nd from t i me to t i me, 
i t  wi l l  be underetood t hat  our  bl ock st udi es can be emended and suppl e-
mented* 

I t  wi l l , t her ef or e, be desi r abl e to t ake the f ol l owi ng bl ocks 
i nt o consi dsr at i om 

CAIJ U» CUTi  a Tur l ock Assembl y ¿ent er  Bl ock» 
a 'hi t e Zone Bl ock, 
a mi xed Tur l ock- $hi t e Zone Bl ock, 
a l i nedt l e Bl ock, i f  possi bl e* 

BUTTE CALiFi  A Tur l ock A*ssmbl y Center  Bl ock, 
a Tul ar e Assembl y Center  Bl ock, 
a mi xed Tur l ock- Tul are Bl ock, 
a Sant a Ani t a Asssmbl y Center  Bl ock, 
and t he pr of essi onal  bl ocks* 

I f  possi bl s, and t i me per mi t s, st udi ss of  ot her  bl ooka shoul d be added* 

I n t he conei der at i on of  t hese bl ock st udi ss, soms at t ent i on 
shoul d be gi ven t o t he suggest i ons whi ch fol l ow* I t  wi l l  be under st ood, 
however , t hat  the i t ems for  di scussi on ment i onsd here are pur el y GUgge»-
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" t i ons whi ch wi l l  ai d i n t he under st andi ng of  gr oup, f î i l y , md i ndi -
vi dual  adj ust ment ! i n t he bl ock and t he r el at i on of  t he bl ock and i t s 
popul at i on to t he communi ty. 

Froo t i me t o t i me, I  have ment i oned ease hi st or i es and other  
forms of  per sonal  documentat i on whi ch ar e of  ai d i n determi ni ng the 
cl ass t o whi ch the i ndi vi dual  bel ongs and t he r el at i on of  that  cl ass 
and of  t he i ndi vi dual  t o t he oommmi t y. Somewhat  t he nm* procedure 
as has been ment i oned f or  t he case hi st or i es shoul d be fol l owed i n 
t he el i ci t at i on of  i nfor mat i on r el at i ve to bl ock di scussi ons. Hot  on-
l y ar e per sonal  case hi st or i es of  i ndi vi dual s i n or der , t out  al so fami l y 
hi st or i es and background® ar e al so si gni f i cant . 

The study of  a bl ock may be t aken ehr cnol ogi oal l y. I t  shoul d 
i ncl ude t he hi st or y of  t he set t l ement  wi t hi n t he bl ock. I f  possi bl e, 
i t  shoul d t ake i nt o consi der at i on, t ogether  wi t h t he di scussi on of  t he 
t ot al  number  of  popul at i on, movements of  f ami l i es and i ndi vi dual s i n 
and out  of  t he gi ven bl ocks and t he r easons f or  such movements. For  
exampl e, f ami l i es have been spl i t  or  moved i n ent i r et y to ot her  sec-
t i ons of  t he community because of  t hei r  i nabi l i t y t o adj ust  undor  t he 
ci r cumstances of  t he gi ven bl ock. The r easons f or  mal adj ustment« of  
t hi s ki nd ehoul d be del i neat ed i f  t he i nfor mat i on i s avai l abl e t o t he 
wr i t er . 

Fami l y baokgrounde ar e si gni f i cant  i n det er mi ni ng some of  t he 
aspect s of  soci al  st r at i f i cat i on wi t hi n t he bl ock. I n t hi s r espect , 
i t  i s of  i nt er est  t o know whore each fami l y had i t e formsr  r esi dence, 
and what  t he f aai l y pr of essi on and soci al  st andi ng wer e. The impact  
of  evacuat i on t oget her  wi t h a br i ef  di scussi on of  economic l ose shoul d 
f ol l ow, i f  possi bl e, adj ustments i n t he assembl y center  al so shoul d 
be i ncl uded'* and t hen, f i nal l y , adj ustments of  t he f ami l i es and t he 
i ndi vi dual  members of  th© f ami l i es to l i f e i n t he r el ocat i on cent er . 

The consi der at i on of  t hi s par t i cul ar  aspect  br i ngs up t he soci al  
devel opments i n t he bl ock and gi ves cause f or  an anal ysi s of  t he sol i d-
ar i t y of  t he bl ook i n r el at i on to other  bl ocks, V* shal l  be i nt er est ed 
i n knowi ng what  spontaneous group devel opments have ar i sen wi t hi n the 
bl ook from t he poi nt  of  vi ew of  pol i t i cal  act i vi t i es, soci al  act i vi t i ee, 
and th© l i ke. A consi der at i on of  f act or s of  t hi s ki nd wi l l  enabl e us 
to wi t h some cl ar i t y t he r el at i on of  t he I ssei  t o t he Hi sei  wi t hi n 
t he bl ock and, f i nal l y, t he r el at i on of  t he I ssei  t o Ni sei  i n t he i ndi -
vi dual  f ami l i es. 

Bl ock per sonnel  ehoul d al so be di scussod ana some consi der at i on 
gi ven to t he per sonal i t i es ent r ust ed wi t h t hs management  of  t he mess 
hal l , t he Bl ock Manager 's Of f i ce, t he care of  t he washrooms and of  t he 
l aundr y room, et c. 

Fear s whi ch have touohed i ndi vi dual  bl ock members, rumors, ad-
mi ni st r at i ve edi ct s , et c . , shoul d be di scussed from t hi s poi nt  of  vi ew. 
The r esi dence si t uat i on i n t he bl ock shoul d al so be descr i bed. How many 
peopl e are l i vi ng i n each apar t ment , ĥat  i s t hei r  r el at i onshi p tc one 
anot her . Do conf l i ct s exi st  between them. vAat  are t he evi dences of  
soci al  st r at i f i cat i on and di sor gani sat i on t o be observed i n consi der i ng 



t hem. I n hou many i nst ancos have f r i endshi ps and r el at i onshi ps ar i a-
i ng out  of  t he pre- evaouat i on per i od been pr eser ved i n t he r el ocat i on 
cent er . I n other  wor ds, ar e extended f ami l i es to be found i n t hese 
var i ous bl ocks. Fur thermore, t o what  ext ent  have t he bl ock I saei  
and/or  Ni sei  acted as pr essur e groups i n bl ook af f ai r s , shat  i s t he 
at t endance at  bl ock meet i ngs. Y/hat  i s t hs r ecept i on by t he bl ock of  
t he new C.A.3. program of  bl ock ent er t ai nment s, l eotur© aer i es, and 
the l i ke. I s t her e i nter - bl ock r i val r y, and how does t hi s mani fest  
i t sel f , i f  ao. Are t her e evi dences wi t hi n t he bl ook of  pre- evaeuat i on 
cl ubs or  aasoci at i ona such ae kenj i n- kai , ni honj i n- kai , f uj i n- kai , et o. 

I n di scussi ng the i ndi vi dual  f ami l i ea, the r el i gi ous af f i l i a-
t i on i n br i ef  mi ght  be ment i oned, and the r el at i onshi p of  fami l y mem-
ber s to t he or gani sed r el i gi ous l i f e i n t he community ae wel l . 

Kuoh was made by t he war  Rel ocat i on Author i t y of  t he r ecent  
mi l i t ar y r egi st r at i on and enl i st ment  pr ogr am. Tfcat  were the bl ook 
at t i t udes r el at i ve t o t hi s . «hat  per cent age of  negat i ve ans are to 
quest i ons 27 and 28 ar e t o be found i n t he bl ock. t oat  ar e bl ock at-
t i t udes toward enl i st ment . The r ecent  t r end i n t he community has been 
al l - out  f or  r eset t l ement  and di scussi on of  t hi s i s goi ng on from t ime 
t o t i me, t he pr o*s and con's of  r eset t l ement  bei ng ser i ousl y concerned 
by I ssei  and Ni sei  al i ke. 3hat  are bl ook at t i t udes, t her ef or e, i n 
r egar d to r eset t l ement , 

/ j  i s st at ed above, t hese statements ar e to be consi der ed merel y 
as suggest i ons f or  bl ock st udi es. I t  woul d be desi r abl e i f  a compl ete 
pi ot ur e embodying t hese i deas coul d be pr esent ed. I t  wi l l  be understood 
of  cour se t hat  i f  every case i t  wi l l  be i mpossi bl e to pr esent  such a 
compl ete anal ysi s. Suggest i ons f or  fur t her  subj ect s t o be di ecuesed 
i n r egar d t o bl ock devel opments wi l l  al so be i n order  «uad wi l l  be ap-
pr eci at ed. 

I t  shoul d be kept  i n mind t hat  i n t he study of  t hi s ki nd, we ar e 
t r yi ng to compare t he var i ous groups mani fest  i n t he communi ty, an<i  wo 
ar e t r yi ng, above al l , t o obt ai n as normal  a pi ct ur e as possi bl e of  
ouch adj ust ment s. Thi s pr oj ect  wi l l  ent ai l  conei der abl e t i n» and ef-
f or t , and t he cooper at i on of  eaofa f i el d worker  i n el i c i t i ng t hi s t ype 
of  i nfor mat i on wi l l  be appr eci at ed. 

Rober t  F . Spencer  

R F 3mo 
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NO. OF REPATRI ATES BY AGE GRADE 

MEN WOMEN TOTAL, 

0- 5 1 0 0- 5 1 
6- 10 3 12 6- 10 15 
11- 15 6 1 11- 15 7 
16- 20 22 14 16- 20 36 
21- 25 59 42 21- 25 101 
26- 30 58 30 26- 30 88 
21- 35 21 3 31- 35 24 
36- 40 10 11 36- 40 21 
41- 45 8 10 41- 45 18 
46- 50 9 13 46- 50 22 
51- 55 4 10 51- 55 14 
56- 60 8 7 56- 60 15 
61- 65 10 1 61- 65 11 
66- 70 7 1 66- 70 8 
71- 75 2 1 71- 75 3 

2 7 8 " 156 "384 
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YEARS SPENT IN J APAN 

1 y r . or  l ess 

2 y r s . 

3 y r s . 

4 y r s . 

5 y r s . 

6 y r s . 

7 y r s . 

8 y r s . 

9 y r s . 

10 y r s . 

11 y r s , 

12 y r s . 

13 y r s . 

14 y r s . 

15 y r s . 

16 y r s . 

17 y r s . 

18 y r s . 

20 y r s . 

21 y r s . 

22 y r s . 

23 y r s . 

24 y r s . 

MALE 

8 

2 

5 

5 

4 

6 

5 

5 

8 

11 

11 

16 

7 

2 

9 

4 

4 

12 

FEMAIE 
7 

1 

1 

4 

5 

4 

2 

3 

2 

2 

3 

2 

5 

2 

5 

13 

1 

T  ̂  ̂ , 



REPATRI ATI ON SPAN OF YEARS 

0- 4 63 

5- 8 118 

9- 12 158 

13- 16 168 

17- 20 117 

21- 24 39 

25- 28 16 

29- 32 4 

33- 36 1 

37- 40 

41- 44 1 

53- 56 1 

Dupl i c at i on 476 

No . of  oases 2l 2 



APPLI CANTS FOR REPATRI ATI ON 

No . of  men bor n 1924 or  bef or e 

But t e 123 
Canal  89 

T \ c 

\ 

Pr e- evacuat i on Occupat i ons a  ̂ V '  ̂ ' H 

Far mer s and Far m l abor er s 
Gar dener s 
F l o r i s t s 
Sa l e se l e r ks 
Pr oduce Owner s 
Laundr y Owner s 
St udent s 
Mechani cs 
Gr ocer y St or e 
Novel t y Shop Pr opr i et or  
Pool  Ha l l  Owner  
Ho t el  Owner  
Pr oduce Buyer  
F i sher man 
Mer ohant  
J ani t o r  
Phar mac i st  
Engi neer  Dr af t sman 
Mac hi ni s t  
Pai nt er  
Des i gner  
Mi s s i onar y 
Shi ppi ng Cl er k 

106 
12 

7 
7 
6 
4 
4 
4 
2 



MERC M T 

FARMER 

SAI ESMAN 

HOUSEWI FE 

OCCUPATI ONS I N J APAN 

STUDENT 

MA I E 

101 

FEMAI E 

40 

TOTAL 

141 

VI SI TOR 21 12 33 

CONFECTI ONARY 



CI T I ZENSHI P 

of  REPATRI ATES 

MALE 

50 J apanese 

181 Amer i can or  Dual  

FEMALE 

52 J apanese 

91 Amer i can or  Du a l  

TOTAL 

J apanese Ci t i zens h i p 

102 

Amer i can or  Dual  
272 



Rober t  Spencer  
Pr el i mi nar y Anal ys i s of  Bl ock 61. 

NOTE: The f o l l owi ng i nf or mat i on was obt ai ned t hr ough 

cont act  wi t h r es i dent s of  Bl ock 61 i n t he But t e Gamp of  t he 

Gi l a Rel ocat i on Cent er . F i e l d As s i s t ant , Mr . Y . Okuno, 

suppl i ed t he bul k of  t he i nf or mat i on i n conver sat i ons wi t h t he 

wr i t er . Mat er i al  was al so obt ai ned f r om t he f o l l owi ng per sons 

i n Bl ock 61: Al ber t  Toshi ko I k eda; Mr . and Mr s . Sat ow; Mr s . 

Okuno; her  br ot her , Mr . Usami ; and Mr s . Cher r y Sat o . 

Phys i cal  Des c r i pt i on. 

Bl ock 61 i s l ocat ed at  t he west er n end of  But t e 

Camp on t he nor t her n s i de of  t he But t e on whi ch t he wat er  t ower  

i s s i t uat ed, and di r ec t l y bor der i ng on t he now abandoned 

camouf l age net  pr o j ec t . L i ke t he ot her  bl ocks i n But t e, 61 

i s or i ent ed east  and wes t , t he bar r acks bei ng ar r anged t o t s&s. 

r un nor t h and sout h. Thi s bl ock was one of  t he l ast  t o be 

set t l ed by peopl e f r om t he Tul ar e gr oup, wi t h t he r esul t  t hat  

i mpr ovement s wer e l at e i n comi ng. At  t he pr esent  wr i t i ng, 

however , as i n t he ot her  bl oc k s , 61 has done much t o make a 

success f ul  adj ust ment  t o r el ocat i on cent er  c ondi t i ons , wi t h t he 

r esul t  t hat  t he gar dens , l awns , and gr eener y , have gi ven t he 

bl ock a pl eas i ng s et t i ng. Nes t l i ng as i t  does i n t he f oot  of  

t he f ar t her  but t e, bor der i ng on t he camp, t h i s bl ock occupi es 

one of  t he most  pl eas i ng s i t uat i ons of  a l l  t he bl ocks i n t he 

Cent er . To t he eas t , i t  i s bor der ed by a l ar ge pl ayi ng f i e l d , 

or  f i r e br eak , and t o t he wes t , by t he cent er  boundar y on t he 

ot her  s i de of  whi ch has now been bui l t  t he camouf l age pr o j ec t . 

Al t hough no l onger  i n oper at i on, t he bui l di ngs r emai n, and t he 
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f ence succeeds i n cut t i ng of f  t he west er n end of  t he bl ock f r om 

t he open des er t . To t he sout h and nor t h, 61 i s f l anked by 60 

and 72, r espec t i vel y . On t he whol e, t he s i t uat i on of  t hi s bl ock 

i s such t hat  i t  i s compar at i vel y f r ee of  encr oachment  by ot her  

bl oc ks , and as t he r esul t  of  t he i mpr ovement s t hat  have been made 

upon i t , i t  i s one of  t he mor e comf or t abl e bl ocks i n t he Cent er . 

I n keepi ng wi t h t he pl an at  Gi l a , a l l  of  t he st r uct ur es i n t he 

bl ock ar e made of  asbest os boar d, pai nt ed i n cr eam col or , and 

have r ed shi ngl ed r oo f s . Ref er ence i s made t o t he pl an of  

bl ock const r uct i on desc r i bed el sewher e. Suf f i c e i t  t o say t hat  

t her e ar e f our t een r es i dence bar r acks o r i gi nal l y di v i ded i nt o 

f our  apar t ment s each, a messhal l , a r ecr eat i on hal l , an i r oni ng 

r oom, a l aundr y r oom, and wash rooms f or  men and women. The 

ar r angement  of  t hese var i ous bui l di ngs may be ascer t ai ned on 

exami ni ng a map of  any of  t he bl ock pl ans f or  t he Rel ocat i on 

Cent er . 

Hi s t or y of  Set t l ement  wi t hi n t he Bl ock . 

On August  28, 1942, a cont i ngent  of  500 peopl e, most  

of  whom came f r om "L n sect i on of  t he Tul ar e Assembl y Cent er , but  

a f ew of  whom came f r om "K ", ar r i ved by bus at  t he Gi l a Rel ocat i on 

Cent er , af t er  bei ng depos i t ed at  t he t r ai n s i de at  Casa Gr ande. 

Al t hough t he Pr oj ect  had been o f f i c i a l l y opened on t he 20t h of  

J ul y of  t hat  year , t he Canal  Camp was t he f i r s t  t o be s et t l ed. 

The r esul t  was t hat  at  t he t i me t hese set t l er s f r om Tul ar e wer e 

admi t t ed t o t he Cent er , But t e had been open onl y f or  t wo weeks, 

or  l es s . The i ncomi ng evacuees f aced v i r t ual l y t he same con-

di t i ons as have been descr i bed f or  Canal . The l ack of  admi ni st r a-
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t i ve per sonnel  and. t hei r  i nabi l i t y t o cope wi t h t he new ser i es 

of  pr obl ems di d not hi ng t o al l ev i at e l i v i ng condi t i ons f or  any 

of  t he i ncomi ng gr oups of  evacuees . The Tul ar e gr oup, des t i ned 

t o occupy Bl ock 61, met  wi t h consi der abl e di sappoi nt ment  on 

vi ewi ng t he condi t i ons of  t hei r  new l i f e . Pl umbi ng and sewage 

di sposal  mai ns wer e onl y bei ng i ns t al l ed, t he open di t ches ar ound 

t he bar r acks , ment i oned as occur r i ng el sewher e, al so ar e not e-

wor t hy i n Bl ock 61. Not  onl y wer e t he new r es i dent s conf r ont ed 

wi t h t hese hazar ds , but  al so no l i ght i ng was pr ovi ded f or  t hem. 

The el ec t r i c l i nes , al t hough i ns t al l ed, had as yet  not  been 

connect ed by t he Pr oj ect  el ec t r i c i an. I n t he cour se of  t he 

const r uct i on of  t he Cent er , d i f f i c u l t i es wer e met  by cont r act or s 

i n obt ai ni ng l umber  f o r  f l oo r i ng. The r esul t  was t hat  gr een 

l umber  had t o be used f o r  t he f l oor i ng i n t he bl ocks t o t he f ar  

west , whi ch wer e t he l ast  t o be const r uc t ed. I n t he heat  and 

dr yness of  t he des er t , t hese boar ds war ped qui ck l y , and i n 

shr i nk i ng l ef t  l ar ge gaps bet ween t hemsel ves . I t  i s sai d t hat  

t hese spaces became so l ar ge t hat  smal l  ar t i c l es , such as penc i l s , 

k i t chen ut ens i l s and t he l i k e, wer e cont i nual l y dr oppi ng down 

bet ween t hem, and bei ng l os t  under  t he house. The set t l er s , 

whi l e t hey coul d appr ec i at e t he di f f i c u l t i es f ac i ng t he con-

t r act or s and t he const r uct i on wor ker s i n t he mat t er  of  r ushi ng 

t he bar r acks t o compl et i on, di d not  r ai se so st r enuous an obj ec-

t i on t o t he mat t er  of  t empor ar y i nconveni ences, but  t hey di d 

r egar d t he uncomf or t abl e f l oor i ng as a per manent  f eat ur e whi ch 

t hey woul d f i nd d i f f i c u l t y i n i mpr ovi ng. As a r es ul t , t hey 

r ai sed st r ong pr ot est  at  t hi s condi t i on mor eso t han agai nst  any 

ot her . 
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Pr ovi s i on f or  f eedi ng t he newl y ar r i ved evacuees had been 

made t hr ough t he cent r al  o f f i ce of  t he Pr oj ect  St ewar d, and t he 

messhal l  had been t ur ned over  t o an advance gr oup of  Tur l ock 

wor ker s f r om t he "M" sect i on of  t he Tur l ock Assembl y Cent er , 

who t ook t he messhal l  i n char ge. The f act  t hat  But t e Camp 

had been open, r el i eved t he necess i t y f or  such i nt ense over -

cr owdi ng as t ook pl ace i n Canal . The r esul t  was t hat  onl y 230 

peopl e wer e ass i gned at  f i r s t . Unf or t unat el y , some r ear r ange-

ment s had t o be made and t he Housi ng depar t ment  f i nal l y deemed 

i t  necessar y t o f i l l  i n cer t ai n vacanci es wi t h t he r esul t  t hat  

a f ew days af t er  set t l ement  270 peopl e wer e t o be f ound i n t he 

bl ock , a t ot al  number  of  popul at i on whi ch has r emai ned v i r t ual l y 

const ant  s i nce t he i ncept i on of  t he Pr o j ec t . Messhal l  wor ker s, 

ass i gned f r om Tul ar e's UM" sect i on of  exper i enced ki t chen hel p, 

made up t hi s di f f er enc e. Cooki ng f ac i l i t i es wer e avai l abl e, 

however , and i t  happened t hat  gas was r eady at  once f ol l owi ng 

t he i ncept i on of  t he bl ock as a r es i dence uni t . Unl i ke t he 

r est  of  t he Cent er , i t  was not  necessar y t o ser ve t he f i r s t  

meal s over  open f i r es , and t he r esul t  was .t hat  t he messhal l  

accommodat ed and ser ved t he i ncomi ng r es i dent s t he f i r s t  day. 

Whi l e t he wat er  pr essur e was not  s uf f i c i ent  t o pr ovi de wat er  

at  al l  t i mes, and t he cesspool  had not  as yet  been const r uct ed, 

nor  t he wat er  t ank , t he washr ooms f unct i oned at  t i mes, but  

t her e was usual l y not  enough pr essur e t o success f ul l y f l ush 

t he t o i l et s , much t o t he r es i dent s ' di s gus t . 
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I t  was not  unt i l  i n J anuar y of  1943 t hat  o i l  st oves wer e 

made avai l abl e t hr ough t he housi ng depar t ment  f or  Bl ock 61. 

By t hi s t i me, t he bi t t er es t  weat her  of  t he wi nt er  had expended 

i t s e l f . Ot her  bl ocks i t  i s t r ue had r ecei ved t hei r  st oves some-

what  ear l i er , begi nni ng i n t he l at t er  par t  of  November , 1942. 

Most  of  t he west er n sect i on of  But t e camp, however , di d not  get  

st oves unt i l  qui t e l at e, a f ac t  whi ch r esul t ed i n a host  of  pr o-

t est s f r om t hat  sect i on of  t he communi t y. The di f f i c u l t i es over  

t he mat t er  of  st oves have been descr i bed el sewher e, and i t  was 

poi nt ed out  t hat  st oves wer e l at e i n bei ng r ecei ved i nasmuch as 

or i gi nal  pl ans wer e l ai d t o pr ovi de gas heat , a f eat ur e whi ch 

l at e i n 1942 was deemed i mpr ac t i cal . The Pr oj ect  engi neer s wer e 

t hen conf r ont ed wi t h t he necess i t y of  maki ng a subst i t ut i on and 

pr ovi di ng o i l  s t oves . The di f f i c u l t y of  obt ai ni ng such s t ov es , 

and t he consequent  negot i at i ons wi t h cont r act or s and pr i or i t i es 

boar ds , ser i ous l y endanger ed t he heal t h of  t he communi t y. Many 

of  t he ver y o l d and t he ver y young suf f er ed exceedi ngl y i n t he 

wi nt er  over  t he f ai l ur e of  t he WRA t o meet  t hi s cont i ngency. 

I n Bl ock 61, many peopl e st ayed i n bed f or  most  of  t he day i n 

or der  t o keep war m. At  l ast  when t he st oves wer e pr ovi ded t hey 

wer e f ound t o be not  al t oget her  sat i s f ac t or y . I n spi t e of  t he 

condi t i on of  t he f l oor  boar ds , descr i bed above, i t  was necessar y 

f or  t he evacuees t o put  up wi t h t hese condi t i ons f or  many mont hs 

The unpl easant  ar r angement  of  t he f l oor  boar ds was par t i cul ar l y 

not i ceabl e dur i ng t he wi nt er  mont hs when cont i nued d r a f t s swept  

i n under neat h t he houses . The di f f i c u l t i es of  f i ndi ng a f l f t or  

cover i ng, sui t abl e f or  t h ed B i d 8f  t he communi t y ar ose al so i n 
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r egar d t o t hi s f eat ur e. The Pr oj ect  admi ni st r at i on was conf r ont ed 

wi t h t he pr obl em of  f i ndi ng- a s t af f  who coul d be char ged wi t h t he 
l i nol eum 

l ay i ng of  t he br own i l ai s sam f l oor  cover i ng whi ch was f i nal l y 

sel ec t ed. Her e, agai n, i t  was necessar y t o over come pr i o r i t i es . 

I t  was f i nal l y agr eed t hat  l i nol eum shoul d be passed out  t o t hose 

who vol unt eer ed t o l ay t hei r  own f l oo r i ng. Bl ock 61, at  t he f ar  

end of  t he communi t y, was one of  t he l as t  t o be accor ded t he wor k 

of  t hose who had been ass i gned by t he housi ng depar t r r ent  t he j ob 

of  l ay i ng t he l i nol eum. A f ur t her  del ay occur r ed i n t hat  i t  was 

i mpossi bl e t o obt ai n a suf f i c i ent  amount  of  past e t o spr ead under  

t he l i nol eum. I n t hose bl ocks whi ch had good f l oo r i ng, t he 

l i nol eum woul d be l ai d di r ec t l y agai nst  t he wood. However , i n such 

a bl ock as 61, wher e t he f l oor  boar ds wer e war ped, i t  was necessar y 

t o l ay a base of  f l o s s , or  kapok mat er i al , over  t he boar ds bef or e 

appl y i ng t he l i nol eum. Thi s necess i t at ed ext r a wor k and f ur t her  

del ay . Si nce Bl ock 61 was one of  t he l as t  t o be at t ended, f l oor -

i ng was not  l ai d unt i l  May. So f ew wer e t he wor ker s al l ot ed t o t he 

housi ng depar t ment  t o per f or m t hi s t ask , t hat  any house i n whi ch 

t her e wer e abl e- bodi ed men was r equi r ed t o l ay i t s own l i nol eum. 

A spec i al  cr ew was sent  t o each house t o measur e and cut  t he 

l i nol eum, whi l e t he men of  t he f ami l y wer e expect ed t o l ay i t  

t hemsel ves. Thi s was done i n most  cases , al t hough pr i or  t o t h i s , 

s uf f i c i ent  cr ews had been f ound t o nai l  t he base mat er i al  on t o t he 

f l oor  boar ds . The base mat er i al  wor e t hr ough qui ck l y , and i t  was 

of t en sever al  mont hs af t er  i t  had been l ai d t hat  t he l i nol eum was 

appl i ed. Wher ever  t her e wer e c l oset s const r uct ed by t he evacuees 

out  of  scr ap mat er i al , f l oor i ng was l ai d ar ound t hi s obj ec t , An 
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admi ni s t r at i ve edi c t  whi ch demanded, i n or der  t o save t i me, t hat  

t he evacuees pul l  up such per manent  f eat ur es as c l oset s , r ai sed 

such pr ot est  t hat  i t  was r esc i nded. 

At  t he t i me of  t he ent r ance of  t he evacuees t o Bl ock 61, 

t her e was a t r emendous f eel i ng of  unr est  and di s s at i s f ac t i on. 

Many of  t he r es i dent s met  i n t he messhal l s f r om t i me t o t i me i n 

i nf or mal  gat her i ngs t o pr ot est  agai nst  t he l i v i ng condi t i ons t o 

whi ch t hey wer e subj ec t ed. Canal  Camp, composed of  r ur al  peopl e, 

di d not  pr ot est  t he new condi t i ons so v i gor ous l y as di d t he semi -

ur ban gr oups i n But t e. As t he r esul t  of  t hese meet i ngs and pr ot est s , 

a number  of  po l i t i c al  gr oups had t hei r  i ncept i on at  t he ver y 

begi nni ng of  t he set t l ement  i n But t e. Canal , i n spi t e of  per haps 

mor e unbear abl e condi t i ons , showed a mor e compl acent  at t i t ude. 

I n t r ac i ng t he hi s t or y of  set t l ement  i n Bl ock 61, i t  may eas i l y be 

seen t hat  61 has ever  been a seat  of  di scont ent , and a sour ce f r om 

whi ch di s s at i s f i ed f ac t i ons emanat ed. The gener al  condi t i ons con-

f r ont i ng t he set t l er s i n t he bl ock ar oused a st or m of  pr ot est  and 

a gr oup composed of  I s s ei  met  i n t he bl ock and det er mi ned t o br i ng 

about  an or gani zat i on des i gned t o r egi s t er  pr ot est  wi t h t he ad-

mi ni s t r at i on. I t  i s not ewor t hy, however , t hat  i n ot her  bl ocks 

s i mi l ar  or gani zat i ons wer e cr oppi ng up, and wi t hi n a mont h af t er  

t he peopl e had moved i n, i t  was dec i ded t hat  a f or mal  po l i t i c al  

or gani zat i on shoul d be ef f ec t ed, composed mai nl y of  I s s ei . For  

some mont hs, t hi s or gani zat i on di d not  get  under  way , but  at  l as t , 

under  t he gui dance of  a number  of  I s s ei  whose ac t i v i t i es wer e l at er  

t er med subver s i ve, t he meet i ngs of  t h i s or gani zat i on, now camp- wi de, 

and or gani zed wi t hout  t he sanct i on of  t he admi ni s t r at i on, t ook pl ac e. 
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The ai m of  t he or gani zat i on was t he i mpr ovement  of  l i v i ng con-

di t i ons , pr ot est s agai nst  cr owded quar t er s , agai nst  t he l ack of  

st oves and l i nol eum, and ot her  f eat ur es whi ch caused unr est  i n 

t he communi t y. Each bl ock i n t he communi t y sent  two r epr esent at i ves 

near l y al l  I s s e i . Thi s or gani zat i on c al l ed i t s el f  The Meet i ng of  

Repr esent at i ves , or  Dai hyo Shakai . Thi s or gani zat i on di d not  l as t  

ver y l ong. The admi ni s t r at i on di scour aged i t s exi s t ence. Out  of  

i t . however , t wo di s t i nc t  f eat ur es gr ew, whi ch r esul t ed i n a spl i t  

i n t he I s s ei  f ac t i ons of  t he communi t y. We must  r ef er  agai n t o 

t he subver s i ve or gani zat i on known as t he I s s ei  Vi gi l ant e Commi t t ee, 

or  Peace Commi t t ee, t he Kyowakai . T h i s , as has been poi nt ed out , 

was made up of  a number  of  t he mor e di s s at i s f i ed I s s ei  spi r i t s i n 

t he Camp, whose ai m cont i nual l y di r ec t ed i t s el f  agai nst  t he ad-

mi ni s t r at i on. The ot her  I s s ei  f ac t i on, on per cei v i ng t he r at her  

subver si ve ai ms of  t he l eader s , wi t hdr ew t o cooper at e wi t h t he WKA. 

Not  onl y di d t hi s or gani zat i on ai m at  an amel i or at i on of  l i v i ng 

condi t i ons , i t  f ur t her mor e set  i t s el f  up t o demand of f i ce hol di ng 

f or  I s s e i . A pecul i ar  f eat ur e of  t he Dai hyo Shakai  l ay i n t he 

f act  t hat  t he or gani zat i on i t s el f  was not  uni f i ed, so f ar  as i t s 

ai ms wer e concer ned. The r esul t  was t hat  i n t he l ar ger  c i r c l e a 

number  of  smal l  gr oups devel oped, each i nt ent  upon pr ess i ng t he 

admi ni st r at i on f or  t he gr ant i ng of  a s i ngl e po i nt . Ment i on has 

been made el sewher e of  t he devel opment  of  a pet i t i on di r ec t ed t o 

Di l l on Myer , r equest i ng I s s ei  o f f i c e ho l der s . Thi s pet i t i on was 

s i gned by a f ew, most  of  whom wer e r es i dent s of  Bl ock 61. The 

pr i nc i pal  i nf or mant  f or  t hi s paper , Yat ar o Okuno, was one of  t hose 

who s i gned t hi s pet i t i on. He di d so at  t he i ns t i gat i on of  Ot aj i r o 
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Yamamot o, a r es i dent  of  Bl ock 61, who was ever  t hought  t o be a 

subver s i ve l eader . I t  may be added, par ent het i cal l y , t hat  Yamamot o<s 

ant i - Amer i cani sm wi l l  be shown t o be open t o some doubt . The 

pet i t i on di r ect ed t o Myer  di d, however , ar i se f r om Yamamot o, and 

cent er ed i t s el f  i n Bl ock 61. Thi s was j ust  one of  t he f eat ur es 

t hat  ar ose t hr ough t he r epr esent at i ve commi t t ee. I t  became 

appar ent  t hat  i n t hi s over - al l  I s s ei  gr oup, numer ous subcommi t t ees 

evol ved on a k i nd of  sel f - appoi nt ed bas i s . The or gani zat i on di d 

not  l ast  ver y l ong. Most  Ni s ei , on becomi ng awar e of  admi ni st r at i ve 

di sappr oval  of  t he or gani zat i on, wi t hdr ew, whi l e t he ot her s, l ess 

concer ned wi t h appr oval  f r om t he Pr oj ect  Di r ec t or , went  ahead t o 

or gani ze t he st r ong I s sei  Peace Commi t t ee. Onl y t wo meet i ngs of  

t he Dai hyo Shakai  wer e hel d wi t h camp- wi de r epr esent at i on. 

Yamamoto and Okuno wer e el ect ed f r om among t he I s s ei  of  Bl ock 61 

by a r ai sed hand vot e. The second meet i ng t hen t ook pl ace i n 

t he f i r s t  week of  December , 1942, whi l e t he f i r s t  meet i ng had . 

t aken pl ace i n t he mi ddl e of  November . The r epr esent at i ves 

el ect ed as t hei r  chai r man, Mr . Shot ar o Hi k i da, a puer i l e and l i ber al  

I s s ei  i nt er est ed i n f ur t her i ng t he best  r el at i onshi p bet ween evacuees 

and admi ni s t r at i on. Hi k i da wi t hdr ew at  t he end of  t he second meet -

i ng on f i ndi ng t hat  so many uncooper at i ve spi r i t s exi s t ed. Wi t h 

hi s r es i gnat i on, t he gr oup di d not , as siak such, meet  agai n. The 

November  meet i ng, i n t he opi ni on of  t he r epr esent at i ves , accom-

pl i shed one t hi ng. An appeal  was made t o t he Spani sh Consul  i n 

vi ew of  t he f ac t  t hat  t he I s s ei  consi der ed t hemsel ves i nt er ned 

pr i soner s of  war . The r esul t  of  t hi s appeal , whi ch enumer at ed t he 

var i ous unpl easant  condi t i ons , such as t hose descr i bed above, 
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was an i mmedi at e v i s i t  by F r anc i sco de Amat , Consul  Gener al  of  

San F r anc i sco f or  Spai n, concei ved t o be t he ar bi t r at i ng neut r al  

power . I t  i s s i gni f i c ant  t hat  t he pet i t i on whi ch was dr awn up 

and submi t t ed t o Mr . de Amat  was i ni t i at ed i n Bl ock 61 by Yamamot o, 

Okuno, and t he now act i ng bl ock manager , Ozawa. Shor t l y t her eaf t er , 

de Amat  pai d a v i s i t  t o t he cent er , and met  wi t h members of  t he 

Dai hyo Sf t akai , and submi t t ed a r epor t  t o t he Spani sh Ambassador  i n 

Washi ngt on. Thi s meet i ng i s descr i bed el sewher e. I t  i s of  

s i gni f i cance t o not e her e, r el at i ve t o t he st udy of  Bl ock 61, t hat  

t he camp- wi de I s s ei  r epr esent at i ve commi t t ee seemed t o der i ve i t s 

i mpet us f r om t he l eader shi p of  Yamamot o. Yamamot o's i nt er est  l ay 

chi ef l y i n I s sei  r epr esent at i on on t he communi t y counc i l , and t he 

or gani zat i on of  an I s s ei  r epr esent at i ve gr oup whi ch woul d shut  out  

t he Ni s ei . I n spi t e of  t h i s , a f ew Ni sei  wer e accept ed. Er nest  

I wasak i , an ol der  Hawai i an Ni sei  at t or ney, and Geor ge Yamashi r o, ~ 

t oget her  wi t h some of  hi s Ki bei  cohor t s and suppor t er s wer e 

admi t t ed t o t he meet i ng and al l owed t o have a vo i c e. Thr ough 

Yamashi r o, suppor t  of  t he ent i r e K i bei  or gani zat i on was gi ven t o 

Yamamoto and Okuno i n t hei r  ef f or t s t o f ur t her  t he I s s ei  r epr esent a-

t i ve commi t t ee. The names of  many of  the I s sei  l eader s who wer e 

l at er  i nt er ned, and who pr ovi ded t he bas i s f or  t he Vi gi l ant e 

Commi t t ee, shoul d be i nc l uded her e. Such i ndi v i dual s f r om bl oc k s , 

ot her  t han 61, as Dyo, H. F uj i s h i ge, Ogasawar a, et c . , wer e al l  

ac t i ve i n t hi s r epr esent at i ve commi t t ee, and st ayed wi t h t he new 

or gani zat i on when t he or i gi nal  one br oke up. At t empt s wer e made 

on t he par t  of  t he member shi p t o pr ove or  di spr ove t he bas i s f or  t he 

var i ous f ear s whi ch at  t hat  t i me wer e r ampant  i n t he communi t y. 
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The f ear s whi ch at  t hat  t i me wer e ext ant  i n t he communi t y 

wer e many, and concer ned a good many r easonabl e and unr easonabl e 

f eat ur es of  camp l i f e , al l  of  whi ch wer e backed up by r umor  and 

whi ch spr ead t hr oughout  t he communi t y. Bl ock 61, because of  i t s 

r at her  pecul i ar  or gani zat i on whi ch exempl i f i es so wel l  t he con-

t i nued conf l i c t  f or  supr emacy bet ween I s s ei  and Ni s ei , was f er t i l e 

gr ound f or  r umor s, par t i cul ar l y among t he I s s e i , who st ubbor nl y 

r ef used t o accept  any deni al  of  t hese mat t er s on par t s of  Ni s ei . 

One of  t he most  i mpor t ant  r umor s t hat  c i r c ul at ed, not  onl y i n 

t he Gi l a communi t y, but  i n many ot her  Rel ocat i on Cent er s as wel l , 

was t he one whi ch l ed peopl e t o bel i eve t hat  t he gover nment  had 

br ought  t he J apanese t o t he i so l at ed Rel ocat i on Cent er s i n or der  

t o st ar ve t hem out  and so t o r i d i t s el f  of  t he J apanese mi nor i t y 

pr obl em. Food shor t ages , and t he pr ospect  of  f ood shor t ages, 

pr ompt ed a scandal  i n Bl ock 61 dur i ng t he Fr yer  admi ni s t r at i on. 

The r esul t  was t hat  t he messhal l  wor ker s , t oget her  wi t h t he bl ock 

manager  i n 61, t hought  i t  was a good i dea t o st or e up some of  t he 

f ood, such as r i ce and sugar , agai nst  emer genci es and mi smanagement  

on t he par t  of  t he WRA st ewar ds' o f f i c e. Mor e f ood t han necessar y 

was or der ed, and a r eser ve st or e of  sever al  100- l b. sacks of  r i ce 

and some bags of  sugar  wer e hi dden i n t he bl ock manager 's o f f i c e. 

Someone, whet her  evacuee or  Caucasi an s t af f  member , r epor t ed t he 

mat t er  t o t he i nt er nal  secur i t y , and an i nvest i gat i on was or der ed 

i mmedi at el y, wi t h t he r esul t  t hat  t he cached f ood was f ound. A 

hear i ng of  t he case was hel d i n Mr . F r yer 's o f f i ce wi t h a number  of  

t he l eader s of  bl ock 61 pr esent . The r esul t  was t hat  t he super vi sor  
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of  t he messhal l  and t he bl ock manager  wer e summar i l y di smi ssed. 

An at t empt  was made by t he I s s ei  of  t he bl ock t o pr event  t h i s , and 

t o r ei ns t at e t he oust ed o f f i c er s . Okuno set  up a pet i t i on and 

c i r cul at ed i t  among t he bl ock r es i dent s . I t  was wi l l i ngl y s i gned 

by al l  t he I s s ei , but  t he Ni s ei  di d not  si gn i t . About  100 

I s s ei  s i gnat ur es wer e obt ai ned and submi t t ed t o F r yer . F r yer  

f el t  t hat  t he men i nvol ved had l ear ned a l esson and so per mi t t ed 

t hei r  r ei ns t at ement . Thi s i nc i dent  seemi ngl y ar ose f r om a cer t ai n 

r umor  t hat  J apanese aer opl anes wer e goi ng t o bomb t he Pac i f i c 

Coast . I n case of  such a bombi ng, i t  was t hought  t hat  t r anspor t a-

t i on f ac i l i t i es woul d no l onger  be avai l abl e, and t hat  t he Cent er  

r es i dent s , because t hey wer e J apanese, woul d not  be gi ven adequat e 

f ood because t r anspor t at i on f ac i l i t i es woul d be di r ec t ed t o ot her  

uses . I t  was, t her ef or e, t hought  advi sabl e t o keep somet hi ng i n 

case of  emer gency of  t hi s k i nd. Ma$y of  t he r umor s c i r cul at ed 

t hr oughout ; t he bl ocks i n t he communi t y but  nowher e was act i on 

t aken on t hem as i n t hi s case i n Bl ock 61. 

The hi s t or y of  t he set t l ement  of  Bl ock 61 par al l el s t he 

hi s t or y of  t he set t l ement  of  t he communi t y. Once t he peopl e wer e 

moved i n, t hey began t o i dent i f y t hemsel ves wi t h t hei r  bl ock , and 

a cer t ai n amount  of  bl ock par t i sanshi p ar ose. I n t he mont hs 

f o l l owi ng t he i n i t i al  st ages of  set t l ement , a l l  of  t he f eat ur es 

sur r oundi ng a t ypi cal  bl ock began t o be appar ent  i n 61. The 

semi - ur ban gr oup shows evi dence t hat  mor e Ni s ei , who f ol l ow more 

di s t i nc t l y Amer i can pat t er ns of  t hought , r es i de her e. The r esul t  

i s t hat  conf l i c t s bet ween I s s ei  and Ni s ei  ar i se mor e mar kedl y i n 
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Bl ock 61 t han i n many ot her  of  t he bl ocks i n the Cent er  i n 

whi ch Ni s ei  l eader shi p i s not  so pr onounced. The J apanese of  

t he Pac i f i c Coast  wer e not  yet  at  a st age i n t hei r  devel opment  

wher e Ni sei  aut hor i t y and t he Ni s ei  voi ce coul d t r ul y asser t  

i t s e l f . The r esul t  i s t hat  t he Gi l a communi t y, wi t h i t s pr e-

domi nant l y r ur al  backgr ound and i t s emphasi s on t he f ami l y and 

t he mai nt enance of  t he f i l i a l  t i e pr escr i bed by J apanese usage, 

shows t he I s sei  as t he domi nant  f ac t or . I n Bl ock 61, however , 

wher e t her e i s a good deal  of  Ni sei  sel f - asser t i on, conf l i c t s 

have ar i sen f r om t i me t o t i me. These conf l i c t s and st r uggl es 

bet ween t he two gener at i ons wi l l  be br ought  out  wi t h some 

c l ar i t y i n t he di scuss i on of  t he bl ock as i t  i s t oday, whi ch 

f o l l ows . 

Bl ock Per sonnel  

The bl ock manager  was sel ec t ed by t he housi ng of f i ce 

t o act  as r epr esent at i ve f or  t he bl ock when t he f i r s t  r es i dent s 

moved i n t o occupy t hat  sec t i on. Unt i l  ver y r ecent l y , t hi s 

bl ock manager  was act i ve i n hi s pos i t i on, but  r es i gned i n t he 

ear l y par t  of  t he 1943 summer  t o t ake a pos i t i on i n Mont ana i n 

t he sugar - beet  f i e l ds . Thi s manager , who was ac t i ve t hr oughout  

t he per i od of  set t l ement , was Toshi o Sugano. SUgano i s one of  

sever al  br ot her s who r ange i n age f r om 25 t o about  36, al l  ar e 

K i bei , and al l  of  t hem had l i ved l ong i n J apan. They speak 

l i t t l e Engl i s h, and ar e K i bei  i n t he t r uest  sense of  t he wor d. 

Sugano i s s ai d to have wor ked consc i ent i ous l y f or  t he i nt er est s 
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of  t he communi t y, and t o have been accept ed as bl ock manager  

by near l y a l l  t he r es i dent s . He i s not  however  a bl ock l eader , 

and i s not  r ecogni zed as such. Hi s f unc t i on i s pr i mar i l y t o 

handl e t he bus i ness of  t he bl oc k , and t o act  as a k i nd of  handy-

man f or  t he bl ock at  l ar ge. As f ar  as t he f ac i l i t i es of  t he 

bl oc k , i t s e l f , ar e concer ned, cer t ai n mar ked i mpr ovement s wer e 

made under  Sugano's di r ec t i on. The l at r i nes and washr ooms wer e 

ever  we&l  kept , and t he i mpr ovement s i n l andscapi ng and des i gn 

wer e done l ar gel y under  Sugano's di r ec t i o n. $t  hi s i ns t i gat i on, 

a t r e l l i s f o r  an ar bor  was er ec t ed ar ound t he messhal l  by member s 

of  t he b l o c k , and he i s r egar ded t o do such t hi ngs f o r  t he bl ock 

wel l . I n no sense i s he a l eader , however . He has not  emer ged 

as an i mpor t ant  f i gur e i n t he bl f cck manager 's meet i ngs , hel d 

t hr ough t he cent r al  bl ock manager 's o f f i c e . Hi s ksj sKx vot es have 

ever  f o l l owed t he maj o r i t y . He i s des&c i bed as l ack i ng i n i t i at i v e 

i n pr ot ec t i ng t he peopl e of  t he bl oc k , but  i s commended f or  hi s 

i nt er est  and ef f o r t s . . Some bl ock manager s, i n or der  t o secur e 

par t i t i ons , st oves and l i no l eum, c easel es s l y j s i i f aS t̂ he o f f i c e 

of  t he Pr oj ec t  engi neer . Sugano, not  speaki ng Engl i sh ver y wel l , 

and bei ng somewhat  r et i r i ng , di d not  f i ght  f o r  t he i nt er es t s of  

h i s bl ock wi t h t he Pr oj ec t  o f f i c i a l s as so many ot her  bl ock 

manager s have. The as s i s t ant  bl ock manager  was Sugano's br ot her , 

Tomi o, L i ke hi s el der  br ot her , Tomi o i s somewhat  r et i r i ng . He, 

al t hough a young man, was i n J apan a ver y br i ght  s t udent , and was 

admi t t ed t o t he Bar  af t er  gr aduat i on f r om Waseda Uni v er s i t y . He 

came t o t hi s count r y t o escape consc r i pt i on i n J apan, and ser ved 
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as ass i s t ant  bl ock manager  t o hi s br ot her  unt i l  t he l at t er 's 

r es i gnat i on t o go out  on seasonal  l eave. The younger  Sugano, 

Tomi o, i s now empl oyed l i ke Tut t l e i n t he soc i al  ser vi ce depar t -

ment . Bot h t he Sugano br ot her s ar e t he ver y r eser ved t ype, of  t he 

somewhat  ar i s t oc r at i c J apanese. The f act  t hat  t hey have money and 

pos i t i on i n J apan i s c l ear l y shown i n Tomi o's at t endance at  

Waset a, t he most  exc l us i ve of  t he J apanese uni ver s i t i es whi ch 

r et ai ns a mi l i t ar y t r adi t i on, even t oday, and whi ch opens i t s 

door s pr i nc i pal l y t o t hose of  a weal t hy and somewhat  mi l i t ar y 

backgr ound. Tomi o has been doi ng wel l  i n t he soc i al  ser vi ce 

depar t ment  i n handl i ng I s s ei  c as es . Bot h br ot her s , because of  

t hei r  def er ent i al  manner , ar e admi r ed by I s s ei , but  t hey cannot  

be sai d t o be l eader s . Wi t h t he r es i gnat i on of  t he Sugano 

br ot her s i n May, Kaname Ozawa, aged 46, was sel ec t ed t o f i l l  i n 

t he vacant  bl ock manager 's pos t , and hi s wi f e t o aßt  as ass i s t ant  

bl ock manager . Ozawa was t he f or mer  owner  of  a l aundr y i n 

Pasadena. He i s more of  a l eader  t han Sugano and, al t hough I s s ei , 

i s bet t er  equi pped t o deal  wi t h t he admi ni s t r at i on. He came t o 

t he Uni t ed St at es as a ver y young man and speaks Engl i sh ver y wel l . 

He shows more aggr ess i veness and a gr eat er  abi l i t y t o get  t hi ngs 

done f or  t he bl ock r es i dent s . On t he whol e, Bl ock 61 i s much 

bet t er  s at i s f i ed wi t h hi s admi ni st r at i on t han wi t h Suganofe. He 

i s abl e t o deal  wi t h t he admi ni s t r at i on, and t o der i ve a gr eat er  

degr ee of  r espect  f r om t he ot her  bl ock manager s. At  t he t i me of  

t hi s wr i t i ng, he had j ust  come i nt o hi s posi t i on wi t h t he r esul t  

t hat  h i s ac t i v i t i es as bl ock manager  may not  yet  be f ul l y desc r i bed. 
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o t her AS f ° r  b l o c k J a n i t o r l a l  per sonnel , t he pl an f ol l ows t hat  

f o r /bl oc k s . Mr . Mor oka, one of  t he Chr i s t i an l eader s i n t he 

communi t y, at t ends bot h t o t he men's washr oom and car es f or  

t he Chr i s t i an Chapel  i n bl ock 58. He al so hel ps wi t h t he 

gar deni ng i n t he publ i c ar eas of  t he bl oc k . The women's wash-

r ooms ar e car ed f or  by Mr s . Nakaj i ma. Bot h of  t hese I s s ei  peopl e 

have done t hi s wor k s i nce t he i ncept i on of  t he pr o j ec t . Eager  

t o be busy , t hey have shown t hei r  wi l l i ngness t o t ake any j ob, 

even t he most  meni al ; a s i t uat i on whi ch pr evai l s among many I s sei  

i n t he communi t y» 

On t he whol e, t he messhal l  i s r un t o t he sat i s f ac t i on of  

t he bl ock , i n spi t e of  t he f ac t  t hat  a somewhat  pecul i ar  ar r ange-

ment  ex i s t s . The maj or i t y of  wor ker s i n t he bl ock messhal l  i s 

K i bei , and 61 has l ong been r egar ded as a f ocal  poi nt  f or  Ki bei  

d i f f i c u l t i es and po l i t i c al  s t r i f e and t ur moi l . I t  i s i n t hi s 

bl ock t hat  t he rumor  of  f ood shor t age gai ned such ho l d, and t her e 

have been on many occasi ons ot her  r umor s whi ch, par t i cul ar l y , moved 

t he Ki bei  and I s s ei  messhal l  wor ker s . Wi t h t he i ncept i on of  t he 

camouf l age net  pr oj ec t , st r ong obj ect i on began t o appear  i n mess-

hal l  61. Ther e was a t hr eat ened s t r i ke s i nce i t  was sai d t hat  

c i t i zen evacuees woul d be r emoved f r om t hei r  post s i n messhal l s and 

f or ced t o wor k i n t he net  f ac t o r y . The Ki bei  of  t he messhal l , under  

i ns t r uct i ons f r om t he G. Y . P . A . , r ef used t o have anyt hi ng t o do wi t h 

t he net  pr oj ect  whi ch "ai ds i n t he k i l l i ng of  our  br ot her s i n 

J apan," and so r ef used t o r el i nqui sh t hei r  pos i t i ons . Whi l e i t  was 

not  t r ue t hat  peopl e woul d be f or ced i nt o ser vi ce i n t he net  f ac t or y , 
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t he empl oyment  di v i s i on di d, never t hel ess , t ac t l ess l y suggest  

a cur t ai l ment  of  mess oper at i ons empl oyees. Thi s , at  t he t i me 

t he net  pr oj ect  was opened, was a sour ce of  gr eat  cont ent i on and 

debat e, and cent er ed i t s el f  i n bl ock 61. 

The super i nt endent  of  t he messhal l  i s an ol d man who, oddl y 

enough, r es i des i n anot her  bl oc k . He was a messhal l  super i nt endent  

at  Tul ar e, and a f or mer  r es t aur ant eur . Hi s name i s Yamashi t a, and 

he l i ves i n bl ock 59. The r eason f or  t hi s r at her  pecul i ar  s i t uat i on 

i n messhal l  per sonnel  i s t hat  when t he r es i dent s of  bl ock 61 moved 

i nt o Gi l a , none of  t hem was wi l l i ng t o t ake on t he dut i es of  mess-

hal l  super v i s i on, and had been necessar y t o make an appoi nt ment  f r om 

anot her  bl ock i n or der  t o r ec ei v e t he i ncomi ng bl ock 61 r es i dent s . 

Ther e was , t her ef or e, no change af t er  set t l ement  i n t he bl oc k . 

Yamashi t a enj oys a good r eput at i on, t hat  of  a "qui et  man who says 

no t h i ng." Oddl y enough, he i s mar r i ed t o a Caucasi an woman, who 

has a son by hi m. Nei t her  hi s wi f e nor  hi s son wer e evacuat ed, 

and he l i ves al one i n bl ock 59. When he obt ai ned a pos i t i on i n 

bl ock 61, Mr . Yamashi t a br ought  some wor ker s wi t h hi m f r om bl ock 59. 

A sense of  t i val r y devel oped a cer t ai n amount  of  di scr i mi nat i on 

whi ch ar ose i n bl ock 61 agai nst  t hese peopl e f r om bl ock 59, and, 

i ndeed, wor ker s f r om 61 di s l i k ed bei ng assoc i at ed wi t h t hose f r om 

anot her  bl oc k . The head wai t r ess was a Mr s . Mat sumot o, whi l e an 

under - chef  was Mr . Mat sumot o, her  husband. Accusat i ons wer e l evel ed 

agai nst  t hem t hat , by t ak i ng advant age of - t hei r  pos i t i on, t hey wer e 

abl e t o s t eal  f ood f r om t he mout hs of  t he peopl e i n bl ock 61 and 

t ake i t  back t o t hei r  own bl oc k . Bot h Mat sumot os wer e f or ced t o qu i t , 

and al t hough t her e was f eel i ng agai nst  Yamashi t a, he r emai ned. 
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On t he whol e, however , i t  i s conceded by near l y ever yone i n 

bl ock 61 t hat  Yamashi t a i s a ni ce ol d man l i ked by ever yone. Feel -

i ng has been di r ec t ed, not  so much agai nst  hi s management , as agai ns t  

t he f ac t  t hat  he br ought  messhal l  wor ker s f r om ot her  bl oc ks . 

Yamashi t a was t he man i nvol ved i n t he hoar di ng of  f ood, whi ch i s 

ment i oned above. Because of  hi s st and on an i s sui e of  t hi s k i nd, 

i t  i s f el t  t hat  he has t aken t he best  i nt er est s of  t he bl ock 

popul at i on upon hi msel f . I n many bl ocks i t  has occur r ed t hat  

because of  t he l ack of  qual i f i ed i ndi v i dual s i t  was necessar y t o 

hi r e mess per sonnel  f r om ot her  bl oc k s . I t  i s pecul i ar  t hat  i n t he 

r el ocat i on cent er s t he t endency of  t he i ndi v i dual  t o i dent i f y 

hi msel f  wi t h t he ot her  member s of  h i s bl ock has br ought  about  a 

cer t ai n bl ock s o l i dar i t y , bl ock consc i ousness and bl ock r i val r y , 

whi ch, f r om t he poi nt  of  vi ew of  ef f ec t i ng a uni f i ed communi t y, 

i s not  al t oget her  des i r abl e. The f ac t  t hat  i n many bl ocks messhal l  

wor ker s may not  r es i de i n t he bl ocks i n whi ch t hey wor k has gi ven 

r i se t o some di s s at i s f ac t i on. I n addi t i on t o wor ker s f r om bl ock 59, 

61 has cooks f r om 57, 72 and 60. 

Of  l at e, t he menu of f er ed i n t he messhal l  has been of  sat i s -

f ac t i on t o most  of  t he r es i dent s i n t he bl ock . As has been shown 

el sewher e, t he Ni sei  f avor  Amer i can t ypes of  f ood, whi l e t he I s s ei  

much pr ef er  t he J apanese. Thi s has gi ven r i se t o some i l l - f eel i ng 

and ar gument  over  t he t ype of  menu. Si nc e, f or  t he most  par t , t he 

cooks and messhal l  wor ker s t hemsel ves have a penchant  f or  pr epar i ng 

J apanese f ood. Even i f  Amer i can f oods ar e ser ved, t he I s s ei  i ns i s t  

on r i c e wi t h ever y meal , and pr ot est  bi t t er l y i f  i t  i s not  on t he 
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menu. Ther e have been some pr ot est s t oo agai nst  t he f r equency of  

di shes on t he menu;f or mer l y appl ebut t er  wqs ser ved dai l y and was 

not  subst i t ut ed by any ot her  k i nds of  pr eser ves . Compl ai nt s about  

t hi s and t he f r equent  occur r ence of  bo i l ed squash wer e gener al  f r om 

bot h age gr oups . A f avor i t e Ni s ei  f ood i s meat , i n compar i son t o 

t he I s s ei  pr ef er ence f or  f i s h . F i s h i s ser ved t wi ce weekl y, and 

t he maj or i t y of  Ni s ei  r ef use t o eat  i t , gi v i ng t hei r  por t i ons t o 

I s s ei  or  K i bei  t abl e compani ons. 

The pr ocedur e of  meal s i s l i k e t hat  i n al l  of  t he Gi l a bl oc ks , 

and i s model ed af t er  t he pr ocedur e i n t he Tul ar e Assembl y Cent er . 

Fol l owi ng t he r i ngi ng of  t he di nner bel l , t he bl ock r es i dent s wai t  i n 

l i ne and pass bef or e t he f ood ser ver s and f i nal l y t ake t hei r  pl ace at  

one of  t he cr owded t abl es i n t he messhal l . The pr ot est s agai nst  t hi s 

pr ocedur e have been r ecor ded el sewher e. Addi t i onal  space shoul d be 

gi ven t o a r epor t  on t he po l i t i c al  hot - bed whi ch exi s t s i n t he mess-

hal l s of  bl ocks 60, 61 and 72. Addi t i onal  r epor t s wi l l  be f or t hcomi ng 

on t hi s mat t er . 

Bl ock 61' s r epr esent at i ve t o t he Communi t y Counc i l  i s Kenny 

Got o, a Ki bei  of  30 year s of  age. He was el ec t ed i n N0vember  as 

t empor ar y communi t y counci l man, and has been act i ng i n t hat  capac i t y 

up t o t he pr esent  t i me, when t he el ec t i ons f or  t he per manent  counc i l  

ar e t aki ng pl ac e. Got o had been pl anni ng r eset t l ement , and now. 

Sept ember  15, 1S43, he has been r epl aced by a Ni s ei  per manent  counci l -

man, Har r y Hasegawa. Got o i s an ext r emi st  K i bei  i nc l i ni ng somewhat  

t owar d bei ng a spi r i t  of  negat i on. He does not  bel i eve t hat  t he 

K&BH£± counc i l  i n i t s t empor ar y f or m ser ves t he best  i nt er est s of  t he 

communi t y and because of  hi s i nabi l i t y t o speak Engl i sh f l uent l y , he 
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hes i t at es t o speak i n t he Counc i l , and onl y t hen t o t ake a negat i ve 

st and on some i s s ue. He cl ai med t o be most  di s s at i s f i ed wi t h t he wor k 

of  counc i l man, say i ng, and r i ght l y so, t hat  t her e was not hi ng a counc i l ' 

man coul d do f or  t he good of  t he communi t y. The counc i l  i n i t s t empor -

ar y f or m ser ved no pur pose, and was compl et el y domi nat ed by Hof f man. 

The r esul t  i s t hat  Got o has not  been i n a comf or t abl e posi t i on as t he 

r esul t  of  c r i t i c i sm f r om bl ock r es i dent s . Al t hough he cl ai med openl y 

t hat  he had not hi ng t o do, peopl e per s i s t ed i n sayi ng t hat  t hi s was 

hi s own f aul t , and t hat  he shoul d i nt r oduce somet hi ng i nt o t he 

counc i l  whi ch woul d be of  benef i t  t o t he communi t y at  l ar ge. I n 

November  of  1942, when Got o !s el ec t i on t ook pl ace, hi s was a unani mous 

choi ce f r om al l  t he bl ock member s. Ther e i s one f ai r l y pr omi nent  

Ni sei  l eader  i n t he bl ock i n t he per son of  Al ber t  I keda, who was a 

candi dat e, but  dec l i ned t he nomi nat i on. I nsof ar  as t he r el at i onshi p 

bet ween t he counci l man and t he bl ock manager  has been concer ned, no 

compl ai nt s have ar i sen on ei t her  s i de. Got o at t empt ed t o br i ng 

successf ul l y bef or e t he peopl e t he var i ous i nst r uct i ons and edi c t s 

ar i s i ng i n t he admi ni s t r at i on, and al t hough he r epor t ed each t i me, 

f o l l owi ng a counc i l  meet i ng, t he bl ock peopl e wer e r at her  conf used 

as t o t he under st andi ng of  t he di f f er ence bet ween t he o f f i ce of  

counci l man and bl ock manager . I t  was somet i mes necessar y t hat  

ei t her  t he bl ock manager , or  t he counci l man, act  f or  t he benef i t  

of  t he bl ock at  l ar ge i n some mat t er  of  admi nst r xat i on. I n such 

cases , t he bl ock r es i dent s wer e of t en at  a l oss t o know wher e t o 

t ur n, and usual l y chose t he bl ock manager  hi msel f  because of  hi s 
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gr eat er  ac c es s i b i l i t y . I n f ac t , i t  becomes qui t e c l ear  t hat  at  no 

t i me dur i ng t he cour se of  t he pr oj ect  di d t he admi ni st r at i on make 

c l ear  t he di f f er ences bet ween t he dut i es of  t he bl ock manager  and 

t he counci l man. Thr oughout  t he hi s t or y of  Gi l a t her e have been shown 

t o be t wo bodi es , one, t he counc i l  made up of  el ect ed bl ock r epr esent a-

t i ves , and t he ot her  t he bl ock counc i l  f unc t i oni ng t hr ough t he cent r al  

bl ock manager , made up of  empl oyed r epr esent at i ves appoi nt ed by t he 

admi ni s t r at i on. Bot h bodi es t ouched t he same i s sues , and bot h 

bodi es r ecei ved equal  admi ni s t r at i ve super v i s i on. Of  t he t wo, 

however , t he bl ock manager 's body was by f ar  t he mor e power f ul . 

An exampl e of  t hi s i n bl ock 61 i s gi ven: A good many peopl e wer e 

compl ai ni ng of  f ood on t he gr ound t hat  t her e wer e not  s uf f i c i ent l y 

wel l - bal anced meal s . I t  was f el t  t hat  more eggs shoul d be gi ven. 

They asked about  t he mat t er  t hr ough t he communi t y counc i l , but  t he 

counc i l  f el t  t hat  such a mat t er  was out  of  i t s own j ur i s di c t i on; 

i t  shoul d be di r ec t ed t hr ough t he bl ock manager  t o t he messhal l  

super i nt endent . The f ai l ur e of  t he communi t y counc i l  t o act  i n such 

a mat t er  r educed i t s pr es t i ge, wi t h t he r esul t  t hat , not  onl y i n bl ock 

61, but  i n many ot her  bl ocks as wel l , t he counci l man has come t o be 

r egar ded as a k i nd of  er r and boy f or  t he bl ock manager . The f ai l ur e 

of  t he WRA t o gr ant  sel f  gover nment  on a per manent  and char t er ed bas i s 

i s somet hi ng t hat  f ew peopl e i n t he communi t y have been abl e t o under -

s t and. The ut t er  i nef f ec t i veness of  t he communi t y counc i l  i n i t s 

t empor ar y f or m has wi t hdr awn any f ai t h whi ch t he evacuees may have had 

i n t hei r  abi l i t y sg t o r un t hemsel ves . I t  i s qui t e obvi ous t hat  t hey 

do not  want  s el f  gover nment , t hey do not  f eel  t hat  sel f  gover nment  
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of f er s t hem anyt hi ng, and i t  woul d appear  f r om al l  t hat  has 

happened t hat  t hey ar e per f ec t l y j us t i f i ed i n t hei r  suppos i t i on. 

At  t he t i me when t hi s i nf or mat i on was co l l ec t ed, a br i ef  at t empt  

was made t o r each communi t y sent i ment  i n bl ock 61 on t he mat t er  of  

sel f - gover nment . The vi ews ar e many and var i ed, but  t he consensus 

seems t o be t hat  sel f - gover nment  i s i mpossi bl e under  t he condi t i ons 

of  t he r el ocat i on c ent er , and t hat  as l ong as t her e i s a WRA, sel f -

gover nment  i n a t r ue sense cannot  be accompl i shed. I t  shoul d be sai d 

t hat  t hi s i s t he consensus of  t he f ew who t hi nk about  t he mat t er  at  

a l l . The maj or i t y si mpl y don't  c ar e. Ther e have been a f ew r abi d 

i ndi v i dual s i n bl ock 61 who went  al l  out  f or  I s s ei  cont r ol  of  t he 

communi t y. Ref er ence i s made t o t he pet i t i on sent  t o Di l l on 

Myer  i n t he wi nt er  of  1942, r equest i ng I s s ei  r epr esent at i on i n t he 

communi t y gover nment . Thi s l et t er  was i ns t i gat ed by t he unf or t unat e 

Ot aj i r o Yamamot o. Yamamot o, a r es i dent  of  bl ock 61, seemed t o have 

t he t r ue c r usader 's s p i r i t . Nonet hel ess , he f ought  t oo soon f or  an 

* I s s ei  voi ce i n t he gover nment , and was s ac r i f i c ed f or  hi s i deas by 

a suspi c i ous and r ut hl ess admi ni s t r at i on. At  t he t i me of  t hi s 

wr i t i ng, t he or der  had newl y come i nt o ef f ec t  t hat  I s s ei  mi ght  hol d 

o f f i c e on t he same l evel  as Ni s e i . Of  cour se, at  t hi s t i me, no 
was i mmi nent  

ment i on was made of  t he f ac t  t hat  segr egat i on/, and i t  was t hought  

t hat  t he communi t y counc i l  on a per manent  bas i s mi ght  be set  up wi t h 

a j o i nt  Ni s ei - I s s ei  r epr esent at i on. I f  t he WRA had been abl e t o act  

at  t hi s t i me, and t o avoi d agai n post poni ng t he cr eat i on of  t he per -

manent  counc i l , a good deal  of  i nt er est  mi ght  Eor  a t i me have exi s t ed 

i n sel f - gover nment , and i n t he comcomi t ant  democr at i c pr i nc i pl e wi t h 
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whi ch t he M A pur por t edl y at t empt s t o i ns t i l l  i n i t s char ges . 

Bl ock 61 gaxj axi ±xa mani f est ed cons i der abl e i nt er est  i n t hi s mat t er  

when i t  was f i r s t  announced, but  r eset t l ement , segr egat i on, di sput es 

and bi cker i ng wi t h t he WRA, caused t hi s br i ef  f l ame of  i nt er est  t o di e 

At  f i r s t , t he f eel i ng gr ew t hat  t he communi t y was on a per manent  bas i s 

Bl ock 61, composed of  semi - ur ban peopl e, showed i t s el f  to be ext r eme-

l y po l i t i c al l y mi nded, and wi l l i ng t o t ake a pos i t i ve st and i n t he 

mat t er  of  communi t y po l i t i c s and l eader shi p. The di sappoi nt ment s 

f o l l owi ng t he di sso l ut i on of  t he Dai hyo- Shakai , t he unsat i s f ac t or y 

v i s i t  of  t he Spani sh Consul , t he di l at or y begi nni ngs of  t he counc i l , 

and t he many ot her  mi sf or t unes t hat  wr acked t he communi t y, ser ved 

t o push t he po l i t i c al  i nt er est s of  bl ock 61 i nt o t he backgr ound of  

pr essur e gr oups, and sub r osa po l i t i c al  ac t i v i t i es . As t he emphasi s 

on r eset t l ement  gr ew, t he t endency of  i ndi v i dual s t o i dent i f y them-

sel ves wi t h t he soc i al  and po l i t i c al  l ot  of  t he ot her  evacuees waned, 

The r esul t  was, i n bl ock 61 at  l eas t , a gr owi ng i nt er est  i n r eset t l e-

ment  whi ch sur passed communi t y i nt er es t . When t he const i t ut i on was 

r at i f i ed, and t he per manent  counc i l  br ought  under way, t hen, i t  was 

pr edi ct ed, a gr eat er  i nt er est  i n communi t y gover nment  woul d ar i se i n 

bl ock 61 t han had been t her et of or e seen. I t  was f el t  t hat  some I s s ei  

woul d be el ec t ed t o r epl ace Got o. Ther e, however , t he pr edi ct i on was 

made wi t hout  knowl edge of  t he segr egat i on t o come, and i t  appear s 

t hat  i t  i s al most  wi t h compl et e apat hy and i ndi f f er ence t hat  Hasagawa 

has been el ect ed counc i l man. The pr essur e i n bl ock 61 al l  al ong has 

ai med at  I s s ei  r epr esent at i ves , and even t he Ni s ei  i n t hi s bl ock have 

been i n accor d wi t h t hi s pr o j ec t . 
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Got o, t he K i bei , mar r i ed t o anot her  Kl bel  i n J apan, i s t he 

man ment i oned i n a commun i oat i on f r om Okuno i n whi ch he descr i bes 

t he hes i t ancy of  a K i bei  i n t ak i ng a st and on t he r egi s t r at i on i s s ue. 

L i ke so many K i bei , Got o has been at  mor e of  a l oss t o c l ar i f y hi s 

t hought s on t he mat t er  of  r egi s t r at i on. Y et , unl i ke Mi s ei , once he 

had c l ar i f i ed t hem, was abl e t o abi de mor e f i r ml y by hi s dec i s i on. 

The r el at i on of  bl ock 61 t o t he var i ous pr essur e gr oups t hat  have 

ar i sen f r om t i me t o t i me, may be r eser ved f or  l at er  di s c uss i on. 

I t  i n no way af f ec t s t he f or mal  or gani zat i on of  po l i t i c al  uni t s i n 

t he bl ock i t s e l f . 

Xnaddi t i on t o t he f or mal l y or gani zed po l i t i c al  bodi es 

whose f unct i on i t  i s to oper at e wi t h per mi ssi on of  t he admi ni st r a-

t i on, t her e ar e al so i nf or mal  po l i t i c al  bodi es whose exi st ence 

has been appr oved by t he admi ni s t r at i on, but  whose or i gi n depended 

on t he wi shes of  evacuees . Thi s i s t he i nf or mal  bl ock counci l  made 

up i n each bl ock f r om r epr esent at i ves el ect ed by t he r es i dent s 

of  each bar r ack t o r epr esent  t hat  bar r ack . Thi s i nf or mal  bl ock 

counc i l  exi s t s i n ever y Gi l a bl oc k . Ther e i s no set  t i me f or  

meet i ngs , and t he bfcdy meet s onl y when an event  of  s uf f i c i ent  

i mpor t ance ar i ses t hat  i t  concer ns ever y r es i dent . I n t hi s case, 

t he bar r ack r epr esent at i ves meet , so t hat  t hey may r et ur n t o c l ar i f y 

admi ni s t r at i ve i ns t r uc t i ons f or  t he bar r ack r es i dent s . I n such a 

meet i ng, any i nt er es t ed per son i n t he bl ock may shar e i n t he 

ac t i v i t i es , t oget her  wi t h t he el ec t ed r epr esent at i ves . The 

r epr esent at i ves t hemsel ves have been chosen, not  f or mal l y , but  

r at her  by appoi nt ment , t he bl ock r es i dent s des i gnat i ng some per son 



Bl ock 61 -  25/ 

"bel i eved capabl e of  doi ng t he j ob and t ak i ng an i nt er est  i n bl ock 

ac t i v i t i es . Some bl ocks i n 6anal  camp concei ved t he i dea of  or gani z-

i ng i nf or mal  meet i ngs of  t hi s k i nd and, al t hough t her e has been no 

admi ni s t r at i ve i nst r uct i on c r eat i ng such a bocfcr  , t he i dea t ook hol d 

and at  admi ni s t r at i ve r equest  t he But t e bl ocks set  up t hei r  c ounc i l . 

The peopl e i n 61 t ook l i t t l e i nt er es t  i n t he mat t er , and al l  r e-

pr esent at i ves wer e ei t her  sel f - appoi nt ed or  went  a t  t he r equest  of  

one or  t wo of  t he f ami l y heads i n t he bar r ac k . Most  of  t he caanci l -

men ar e I s s ei , a pat t er n whi ch i s i n accor d wi t h t he above ment i oned 

bl ock 61 pr ef er ence f or  t hat  gener at i on. As a r es ul t , most  of  the 

bl ock meet i ngs have t aken pl ace i n t he J apanese l anguage. Occasi on-

al l y , an i nt er est ed Ni sei  mi ght  j oi n wi t h t he bl ock counc i l , i n whi ch 

case, a k i nd of  mi xed Engl i sh and J apanese, whi ch seems to t ypi f y 

most  meet i ngs anyway, was used. I n t he Canal  camp, t he f ai l ur e of  

t he bl ock manager s t o exer t  c ent r al i zed cont r ol  on t he communi t y 

gave t he bl ock counc i l s gr eat er  power , but  i n But t e, t he bl ock 

manager s had a t endency t o vi ew t he gr owt h of  t he bl ock counci l  

as a def i ni t e t hr eat  t o t hei r  own aut hor i t y and pr es t i ge, wi t h t he 

r esul t  t hat  t hey pr ef er r ed t o somewhat  saddl e t he bl ock counc i l  wi t h 

dec i s i ons of  a mi nor  nat ur e, and t o r eser ve maj or  i ssues f or  t hei r  

own di scuss i ons and i nt er est s i n t hei r  weekl y bl ock manager i al  meet -

i ngs . The r esul t  was t hat  t he bl ock counc i l s i n But t e have concer ned 

t hemsel ves wi t h such mi nor  poi nt s as t he use of  wat er , t he di s t r i but i on 

of  l awn seed, t he i i x &s l i cens i ng of  pet s , and t he l i k e. As i n t he 

case of  t he communi t y counc i l , al l  at t empt s of  bl ock counci l men t o 

asser t  t hemsel ves i n t hi s o f f i c e met  wi t h f r us t r at i on because of  t he 
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j eal ousy of  t he bl ock manager s. Whi l e i n bl ock 61, t he bl ock 

manager  l acked t he f or ce t o car r y out  t hi s not i on, never t hel ess 

t he I s s ei  of  t hat  bl ock wer e so i nt er est ed i n bui l di ng up t hei r  own 

smal l  po l i t i c al  i nt er est s t hat  t her e was no at t empt  t o make use of  

t he bl ock counc i l  as a means of  po l i t i c al  pr es t i ge. When i t  came t o 

an i mpor t ant  i s sue, t he ef f ec t i veness of  t he bl ock counc i l , l i ke t hat  

of  t he Ni s ei  communi t y counc i l , was power l ess . For  exampl e, at  r egi s i r a 

t i on, ever y bl ock hel d a meet i ng, some of  t hem because t hey f el t  

v i t al l y concer ned, but  ot her s because i t  was si mpl y t he t hi ng t o do . 

On t he eveni ng when bl ock 61 hel d i t s meet i ng t o di scuss t he r egi st r a-

t i on i s sue, ever yone sedul ousl y avoi ded expr ess i ng hi 3 opi ni on i n t he 

mat t er . I t  was st at ed t hat  i t  was up t o t he Ni s ei  to r egi st er , t o make 

t hei r  own dec i s i on, and any mor e poi nt ed conver sat i on on t he subj ect  

was t abl ed. At  t he head of  t he bl ock counc i l  i s Mr . Ozawa, t he man 

who r epl aced Sugano as bl ock manager . I n a meet i ng of  t he bl ock 

counc i l , f o l l owi ng Sugano's r es i gnat i on, Ozawa suggest ed t hat  someone 

el se be el ec t ed t o car r y t he bl ock counci l  chai r manshi p. He was asked 

t o cont i nue, s i nce i t  was r i ght l y f el t  t hat  a c l oser  r el at i onshi p 

bet ween bl ock manager  and bl ock counc i l  was much t o be des i r ed. The 

bl ock counc i l  i n 61 l acks t he f or mal  or gani zat i on whi ch i s f ound i n 

ot her  bl oc ks , as , f or  exampl e, i n bl oc k 4 . On some days , when a meet -

i ng i s c al l ed, i t  i s i mpossi bl e t o get  a quor um, and ver y of t en t he 

I s s ei  bar r ack r epr esent at i ves wi l l  be f ound i n t he r ecr eat i on hal l  

of  t he bl oc k , whi ch i s t he Go- Shogi  c l ub. I f  a quor um can be i nvei gl ed 

t o come out  t o hear  what  t he bl ock manager  has to say r egar di ng t)® 

bus i ness of  t he day, t hey gener al l y meet  on t he gr ass i n f r ont  of  t he 

bl ock manager 's o f f i c e, devot e t hei r  t i me br i ef l y t o t he bus i ness at  
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hand, but  f or  t he most  par t  t al k over  bl ock af f ai r s and goss i p i n 

t r ue I s s ei  f as hi on. The pecul i ar  s i t uat i on i n bl ock 61 of  t he r at her  

mar ked agr eement  bet ween t he I s s ei  ai d Ni sei  f ac t i ons t her e was r emar k-

abl e. The bl ock i s ext r emel y wel l  uni f i ed, and t he Ni s ei  l eader s i n 

t he bl ock , of  whom t her e ar e sever al , ar e under st ood, and some 

at t ent i on i s gi ven t o t hem. N0 at t empt  i s made to push t he Ni sei  

down. Thi s may be t he r esul t  of  t he f ac t  t hat  t he ur bani zed I s sei  

have a much wi der  out l ook and ar e abl e bet t er  t o appr eci at e t he Ni sei  

poi nt  of  v i ew. Di f f er ences do occur  however , but  al ways of  a mi nor  

nat ur e. I f  i t  shoul d happen t hat  a di sagr eement  does ar i s e, t he 

bl ock counci l  member  i n t he bar r ack, i n whi ch one or  bot h of  t he 

aggr i eved par t i es l i v e, at t empt s t o smoot h over  t he d i f f i c u l t y . 

The bl ock c ounc i l , i f  i t  suceeds i n no ot her  aspec t , i s at  l east  

usef ul  i n keepi ng t he di sagr eement s i n t he bl ock open and above-

boar d, wi t h t he r esul t  t hat  t he bus i ness of  ever yone i s known. 

Thi s br i ngs about  a cur b on t he ac t i v i t i es of  t he i ndi v i dual , and 

pr event s any bl ock r es i dent  f r om st eppi ng out  of  l i ne. The 

emphasi s on t he Amer i cani zed I s s ei  s i de gi ves us i n bl ock 61 behavi or  

pat t er ns whi ch conf or m mor e c l osel y wi t h J apanese t han wi t h Amer i can 

ways. The ver y ef f ec t i ve weapons of  goss i p and r i di c ul e, whi ch ar e 

so t ypi cal l y J apanese, t end t o make near l y ever yone i n bl ock 61 a 

conf or mi s t . Thi s , agai n, may be a cause of  t he s i t uat i on whi ch 

al l ows t he I s s ei  and Ni sei  t o l i ve i n har mony t oget her . I t  i s a 

f eat ur e t hat  i s not  pr esent  i n ever y bl ock.Wher e t her e ar e bl ock 

f ac t i ons , i t  i s poss i bl e f or  an i ndi v i dual  t o mask hi s act i ons by 

hi di ng behi nd t he pr ot ect i on af f or ded by i nt er nal  di sagr eement . 
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61 has been ef f ec t i vel y abl e t o hol d t o t he i dea "we ar e a l l  

J apanese, we ar e al l  i n t he same bo at . " Thi s has pr event ed t he 

gr owt h of  f ac t i ons and i t  makes f or  a gr eat er  degr ee of  conf or mi t y 

on t he par t  of  an i ndi v i dual . Thi s not i on i s enf or ced, however  

t ac i t l y , by t he I s sei  l eader s of  t he bl ock , Okuno, Ozawa, Mor ooka, 

Mat suzawa, and Wat anabe. These f i ve have been success f ul  i n di ver t -

i ng t he bl ock c o unc i l ' s at t ent i on t o t he i nt er nal  r at her  t han t o t he 

ext er nal  f unct i ons of  t he bl oc k . 

Rel i gi on 

Ver y l i t t l e at t ent i on i s pai d by bl ock r es i dent s t o t he 

f or mal  mat t er s of  r el i gi on i n ei t her  t he Buddhi st  or  Chr i s t i an 

congr egat i ons . For  t he most  par t , t he r es i dent s ar e nomi nal l y 

Chr i s t i an, but  onl y a f ew at t end t he r egul ar  Chr i s t i an chur ch 

s er v i c es . I n keepi ng wi t h t he semi - ur bani zed gr oup, Buddhi sm 

seems t o have f al l en by t he way. The Mor ooka f ami l y i n bar r ack 2 

i s an out st andi ng Chr i s t i an f ami l y i n t he communi t y, however , and 

Emi  Mor ooka i s one of  t he l eader s i n t he Engl i sh- speaki ng Chr i s t i an 

chur ch. Res i dent s of  bl ock 61 ar e c hi ef l y f r om Pasadena, and wer e 

under  t he i nf l uence of  a cer t ai n Rever end Taj i ma, one of  t he 

Chr i s t i an l eader s i n t he communi t y, l ong not ed f or  hi s pr o- Amer i cani sm. 

To bl ock 61 he br ought  wi t h hi m a number  of  peopl e f r om hi s own Pasa-

dena congr egat i on. Al t hough popul ar  wi t h t hi s gr oup at  f i r s t , he 

became al most  f anat i c al l y pr o- Amer i can, wi t h t he r es ul t  t hat  he i n-

cur r ed t he enmi t y of  many I ssei  l eader s axxaxEsx Cer t ai n r umor s 

began t o be c i r cul at ed i n t he communi t y t hat  he had openl y expr essed 

t he wi sh t hat  t he def eat  of  J apan woul d come as soon as poss i bl e and 
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t hat  t he Uni t ed Nat i ons woul d di c t at e peace t er ms t o t he wor l d. I n 

t he bl ock i t  was r umor ed t hat  he made such st at ement , but  ac t ual l y 

he di d make t hem on many occasi ons t o members of  t he Caucasi an s t a f f . 

I n t he r egi s t r at i on i ssue he t ook a f i r m st and on t he l oyal t y ques t i on. 

He r ecei ved t hr eat eni ng l et t er s ai med agai nst  hi m and hi s f ami l y , and 

t hi ngs wer e made gener al l y unpl easant  f or  hi m i n bl ock 61. Because of  

hi s connect i on wi t h evacuees f r om t he Sant a Ani t a gr oup, he r equest ed 

t o be moved up among t hem, and so, ear l y i n 1943, t ook up r es i dence 

i n bl ock 44. The r esul t  has been t hat  most  of  hi s congr egat i on i n 

bl ock 61 has f al l en aws§r  f r om hi m, and he has devot ed most  of  hi s 

t i me t o a new chur ch i n t he ot her  end of  t he camp. I n bl ock 61, 

none of  t he phenomena i s t o be not ed whi ch appear ed i n bl ock 4 i n 

r egar d t o r el i gi ous super s t i t i on, f ai t h heal i ng or  cul t  pr ac t i ces , 

or  t he l i k e . I t  i s t r ue t hat  many of  t he pr edomi nant l y Chr i s t i an 

f ami l i es i n t he bl ock at t end chur ch ser v i ces i n a r at her  desul t or y 

t ypi cal  Amer i can way. The Buddhi st s , t oo, have f al l en i nt o t he habi t  

of  r eser v i ng t hei r  chur ch wor k and at t endance f or  Sunday. I t  i s t he 

women who go c h i ef l y , t he men bei ng l ess concer ned wi t h chur ch 

ac t i v i t i es . Thi s i s t r ue of  most  of  t he camp, t he r el i gi on bei ng 

pr i nc i pal l y f ol l owed by women. I t  i s onl y i n t he case of  r ur al  

peopl e, wher e s t r i c t  f or ms of  Buddhi sm ar e adher ed t o, t hat  t her e 

i s any degr ee of  at t endance by men. Buddhi st  at t endance i n ot her  

bl ocks has been on t he upswi ng. Bl ock 61, however , gi ves t he im-

pr ess i on of  bei ng somewhat  l azy , a bi t  l ax, i n ever y mat t er . Not  

onl y i s r el i gi on t r eat ed i n t hi s way, but  al so t he po l i t i c al  set - up 

and ot her  mat t er s . Bl ock 61 t ends t o be ext r emel y i nt r over t . I t  

avoi ds al l  over t  r esembl ances t o conf or mi t y wi t h spec i f i ed pat t er ns . 


