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The Gila River WRA Relocation Center, Rivers, Pinal Count
N 2 > 2
Arizona.

Physical Setting: The Gila Relocation Center is located in the

general area half-way between the cities of Phoenix and Tueson.
It is on Indian land, being placed on the Pima Indlan Reservation
in Pinal County, Arizona. The land was released by the Indian
Service with the understanding that such improvernents as were
made on it would revert to the Indian Service when the period
of evacuvation and resettlement wag over. The camp area ltself
was gselected in April by the War Relocation Authority. It was
chogen because 1t is very rich agricultural land, capable of
producing the Egypbian long-staple cotton, now so vital to the
aeronautical industry. The area adjacent to the camp is topo-
graphically a typical basin range desert. Wholesale irrigation

is necessary before any agriculturad plang can be realized. The

camp is on a flat plain surrounded by scattered buttes. The land

has been cleared of mesquite, tar-bush, juniper, and the character-

istic saguaro and cholla cacti for bullding and farm improvements,
The scattered buttes around the camp give the impression of a
large bowl which easily retains the heat of the day. The center

at present is extremely hot and dusty and a rather unpleasant place
to live. The climate is generally extremely hot during the Summer
months, the winters being characterized by a crisp coolness &nd
oceasional frosts. It does not snow at Gila, although snow does
appear on some of the higher buttes during the winter. The Japan-
ese evacuees have complained more over the heat and dust than they

have over the other and perhaps worse conditions.
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The Glla Center is divided into two camps, one about four miles
away from the other. To the east and nearer the two towns of
Casa Grande and Coolidge is the smaller Camp I, This was designed
to hold 5,000 evacuees. Bpilding has been begun compgratively
recently with the result that, when the first evacuees were
brought in on July 20, the camps were not completed. At this
time, and indeed, for a month thereafter, no provision could
be made for adequate housing-or the proper preparation of food.
Camp II, four miles to the west, is designed to be the larger
camp, capable of holding when finished, 10,000 people. A plan
of Camp II is included with this report.

Population and the Housing Problem. There has apparently been

considerable political pressure in Californis toward emptying the
assembly centers as soon as pobsible. For this reason the army
made the decision that the Gila Tenter was ready for habitation
by the 20th of July. In spite of the plea on the part of the
admlnistration that under no circumstances could a large group

of people be housed here as yet, Camp I was pronounced finilshed
end, beglinning on July 20, evacuees were gent in at the rate of
500 a day four days a week. It will be understood that the
barracks for housing were already erected. Gas and electricity
had not as yet been turned on with the result that the problem

f feeding these first few arrivals was a difficult one., In the

lays meals were prepared over open fires on the outgides

Later gas was available part of the time and the buildings desligned

as mesg halls could be used. There was enough water for washing

and showers most of the time, Camp II was and is still in the

process of construction. Electric, gas and water mains for Camp II

are dependent on those leading in from Case Grande through Camp I.
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Whenever construction was going on in Camp II it was necessary
to turn off these facilities. Many times during the past days
water all day. o one could wash, take showers,
d not flush and drinking water has been at a
premium. The water situation in Camp II has now been remedied

with the regult that there is always water in Camp I. The same

is not true of the gas and lights. These may be turned off at a

'g notice in order to meke & connection in Camp II. In th

moment
ften happened that the cooks would find

-}
R

er flowed. The half-cooked

waste. The sane 1

not been remedied as

now demands that adequate notice be given by the contractors
before such connections will be madel

When I arrived at Gila there were 6,700 people in
In the space provided for 5,000, (August 13) By August 20 this
number had been ralsed to 7,700 and later to 8,200. Living
conditions were intolerable go that some provision had to be
made so that some of the people could be moved into
low there are l,OOO people living in the second camp in a
of blocks egpeclally provided for temporary habltatione. I shall
discuss this further in s momente.

The Glla Center is located in a rather unattractive XL part

he desert. An effort has been made however, to make the center

ttractive as pogsinle. The barracks are constructed of a
plagter beaverboard type of wall mounted on a wooden frame. The

rooveg are of red fireproof shingle. The center is rather attractive

ag compared with others. The white houses with their red rooves can

be seen from many miles away. Each barrack is 90 feet long and 20




feet wide. It is divided into three apartments, 20' x 30'.
The lack of the black tar paper on the outsides of-the houses
makes them more attragtive than thoge at other centers. The
legs of the housgeg, however,
mfingshed
out in directions.
lumber. These have been
result that the dust 1g easily blown up int
torms ily oeccurrence. AYm]
have been provi and homeg are made
decorations and furniture the evacuees were able to
with them. No one fTeels settled in these guarters. In
order to relieve the overloading of the camp, 1t has been
suggested that many will be moved o Camp II. As the situation
is now it has been necegsary to crowd as many people into an
apartment as possible. Usually large families have been kept

tocether but very frequently younger people and young married
D CJ. = s o

couples with no children have been moved linto one gpartment.

The barracks have been divided into blocks. An ideal block consists
of eight barracks facing each other. The mess hall itself is

a barrack placed in the southwest corner. In the northwest corner
is supposedly a recreation hall. While the mess halls have been
kept free of inhabitants, the recreation halls have had to supply
living quarters to some, especially to the unmarried men. Dowmn

the center of the ideal block are small buildings. There are

four of these. At the south, the blocks run north and south, is

3

an ironing room, the next building is a lauddry, the next the

et - |

women's showers and toilets, and finally, to the north, the nen'se
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It has been necessary to utilize the laundry end ironing rooms
for living quarters in Camp I. In the first stages, before the
water was connected in some of the latrine and shower rooms,
umarried men were living in these, This situation is rapidly
Pecomling alleviated now that Camp II is beginning to ‘open upe.
The fact that the latrines are in e center of the block and
between the facing b.rracks prevents such difficulties as might
occur in case [ unattended women. At Gila there has been none
of the voyeurism or attempted ra; that has been described for the
ther centers.

I mentioned that an ideal barrack held three apartments,
divided into equal sizes. It is hoped that this will be somewhat
broken down as the family groups can be settled. By further

partitioning

== |

it 1s possible to make smaller or larger quarters
as the need arises. In Cam he apartment division was changed
to allow four roome per barrack, although the barracks themselves
are of the same size according to army specifications. They may
be broken dovn into a number of apartments depending on the needs
of the

ing bar Pmck XX has & double roof in order to

break somewhat the intemse heat of the sun., Many of t well=-to=do

Lt
people have been able to afford air-cooled systems, fans which

blow the incoming alr through running water. The fact that.some
have these and others do not has been a source of congilderable
Jealousy. I mentioned that the army provided cots and Dblankets,
tables and chairs. In addition many people have brought in some
piéees of furniture such as card tables, tabourettes, collapsible

book shelves, and the like. Many houses have the Buddhist butsudan
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or the Shinto kamidana, I have not been able to inspect these
closely. With so many people living together in one room¢ it will
be difficult to do so @ntil the camp is more settled.

Oubside of the houses many people have started cactus

gardens. The cactus is brought in from the mesa and placed in

rows in the ground or on ghelveg in tin cansg. Some of the people
Jhave had really clever arrangements. Some have built little pools
surrounded by cactus with the tradil g 381 flgures of
figshermen, cranes, turtles, and the like which they brought from
home, One man has a model of the San Franclisco Gate Brigge which
he palmsgtakingly constructed out of wood and bits of siring.
The more devout Shintoists here, however, have gone in for the
conventional toril and pagoda. In some cages thesge have been
brought from California
on the spot from scrap
demands that tl act gardens be surrounded by fenses. Small
children had a ha E Tl 1z into the thorny bushes. Some of
these fences are quite ornate with little gates and rather intricate
carvingse. One Shintolst, probably Inarl cult, brought a stone
phallus which reposesg 1 is garden, Other gardens are also gulte
religious in nature. Ofuta, the paper charms, are to be seen attaché
to the caetl plants in some gardens. One house has such a garden
while on the outside of the house 1tself are lengthy inscriptions
in Kenjl. The game man has a number of torii in his garden over
which are painted inscriptions. This matter of gardens 1s most
interesting and will require further investigation.

How that people are being moved into Camp II the overcrowded

condition of Ca mp/is belng somewhat allevlated. Provislons are
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being made to devote one entire bloek to schools. These
barracks will be turned into rooms for the primary grades and
also for the high school. The Fall semester will be expected
to start sometime goone.

In the center of Camp I is a canteen where tobaceco, soft
drinks, newspapers and magazines, and various articles of clothing
are sold. No such arrangement is as yet possible for Camp II.

There is as yet no Christian Church. A reereation hall
in one block has been cleared however, and yesterday a sign
wag put up announcing the presence there of the Buddhist Churchy
I was able to read the Kanji, Hongwanji, the sect to which most
of the people here belonge. In a mess hall Christian services are
going to be held., Services have been held enée with about 200
in attendance, It is estimated that only 15% of this center
are Christian, the rest are Buddhist. The effect of this will
be more clearly seen in the discussion of the types of people
here. Buddhist services will be held regularly in both camps
from now one I do not know what arrangements have heen made
28 yet for Sunday Schools for either Chrigtian or Buddhist.

I know further, except for the gardens which are mentioned above,
of no menifestation of Shinto. To be sure, there are the charms,
the kamidana, and the gardens but whether there will be any
establishment of shrines or formal priests is not known.
Adminligtration. The director of the camp is Mr. Eastbourne Smith,

late of the Soll Conservation Service in Albuguerques. His wife,
Dre. Nan Cook Smith 1s allding him ae assistant administrator in
charge of community welfare. Mr. Smith's agsistant is Dr. Lew

Korn, also from the S.C.S. The camp is‘under the administration

of the War Relocation Authority, aided by the army.
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The gate of the camp is patrolled by military police. There is
no fence around the area however, nor are there the usual out-
posts of any other kinde. It would be virtuslly impossible for any

evacuee to walk to any point where he could escape. The desert

is a rather grim warden. The military police reside in a

barrack nearby at the gate of the camp. Here also are guarters
for the construction workers.

In addition to Mr. Smith = ; asslstants there
are numerous project aldes. A Cs 8lan business staffl takes
care of the buying and the allottment of provisiong. With regard
to the soclal set-up, however, there are a number of young men
treined in recreational and administrative tasks whose job entails
getting the people housed, ! ing them amused, and providing
for their welfare in many wa ! pro ject is just beginning.
Hence no proper outlet for social expression can as
maintained. The three principal concerns of the administra
at the moment are, in additior food and hous
a proper police sgys welfare, and recreation.

I ehall mention these itemg briefly.

— - Y

Food: It is difficult to get food into the camp. The a2rmy is in

-

control of any problems of this kind and the diet selected is

one provided by army direction. Contracts regarding food and

milk are let by the army only on a 30 day basis. It 1s therefore
most difficult to get a contractor to ensure supplles when he

hags no promise of a furtheranee of his contracts. Food cannot

be allowed the administration. There is no provision for the staff
to either live at the camp or to eat there. Quite falrly, every=-

thing must be subordinated to the interests of the Japanese in
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Because I have not had an opportunity to eat at the

I have been able to find out little about the diet there,

vhom I have asked say that the food is all right but that

get quite tired of it. There is apparently
casionally, unpalatable left-overs will be served,
month ago, improperly cooked food as
of the gas difficulty was rather common. liost of the
people apparently can acclimete themselves to an American diet
or have already done so. Thus meat and eggs, ‘ead and coffee
zenerally acceptable, Some of the Igsseil

4= 7

lelicaclies they were used to but in general
complaints. One boy objected to the way in which the food
served. He gsaid that he had roast beef, rice, and applesauce
on the same plate. The gravy ran over into the
the rice making as he said, " a lousy mess you
not know much about the subject of food here.
better organized I hope that an ir restigation
Most of the facts on hougsing have already been touched
Blocks, barracks, and apartments are the rule. At present they
most overcrowded but the tension is being somewhat removed
the opening up of Camp II. When new arrivals come in, they
eave the trailn at Casa CGrande, some 15 to 18 miles 1 the camp.
They are brought by bus from this town to the camp. Usually their
baggage has preceded them and is piled up in & g neap in the
center . Tirebreak, there being su ; bresk between each

block. They get off the bus and are eagerly

gt Gilas
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Tor a gulck treatment. Those with other obvious diseasegs are
sent to a hospltal or otherwise isolated. The army is supposed
to send all cases requiring an ambulance to the proper hospitals
nd to take care of them on the trip. T cen most careless
about this however, denying ambulances where necessary,
and infirm toride on buses over dirt roads, not congldering
that an 1s nine mconths pregnant and subjecting her to

the jolting ride of the busgs. The army moves call for speed and

lividual cases are rather neglected. So far Gils has been lucky
in that none have suffered too badly as the result of the quick
rides Ambudances have been demanded by Smith in some cases where
they were absolutely necessary. The question as to whether the
arny will pay for thege ambulances or whether they are chargeable
to the WRA 1ig a hotly debated question at this point. At Parker,
one old man died as the result of the hot and jolting bus ride
under similar conditions. The army attempted to place the blame
on Mr. He
when, actually, the army is respohslible for movement of every
evecuee to the very gates of the relocation center. After such a

evacuees are registered and their family

1 £

are then assigned to quarters. If the famlly 1is

made to move in with someone else, If it is large,

it has to be broken up. In these early stages the attempt has been

made to keep the families together, but at the same time it has Dbeen

crowd wherever possible., A single block will ideally
hold 200 to 250 people depending on the ages and sizes of familieg.
One block at Camp I now has 399 people in it. The crowded conditions

are deplorable. After a famlly is settled the members go out and
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attempt to locate their baggage. This is often difficult, so

-

high is the plile, Often baggage will be damaged and the complaints
are rather loud to say th cagte Mrs. Smith acts as moderator
in such cases.
When a famlly ls settled the members usually volunteer for the
Work Corpse This is done through interviews with the already
stablished Division of Employmehdi. Interviewed by Japanese

oL

with employment experience, the prospective workers are assigned
best sulit them. At p;esent, every job is conceived

mith believes that until the camp is full
no permanent jobs should be allotted so that everyone may have an

egqual opportunity to g

>

et the job he wantse. Most of the work here
will be agricultural labor and land clearing

I mentioned thet the Egyptian long-staple cotton is in
e L - -

and land is ready being cleared for thise. Alfalfaf too, will

be & staple crope. These two, cotton and alfalfa, will be the
chief crops. Irrigation has to be arranged. A difficulty has come

up at the moment in regard to farm land. The sewage engineer did

-

-

not, apparently, mek deque plaz It was hoped that the sewage

could be pumped ugh a - nk ax [ 2. Ll into a

stretch of waste land to the south between Camp I and II. The

punp broke., Sewage 1is pumiped directly into a cleared area between
thetwo camps, directly in back of the last barracks

The stench at times is blown all over the camp

wpleagsant mosquito and fly problem. Dysentery is quite common

and there are a good many cases of colds and dust fever. All of this

is seeningly attributable to the dehydrating climate. The masg of

people here has not as yet had time to adjust to the conditions.

The hospital 1s full of such cases. The hospital here is a good
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one but hopelessly small and understaffed. Dr. Sleath 1s the
Caueasian in charge; as yet there are only four Japanese physic-
iang, More are awalted. There is no unwillingness on the part of
the Japenese to attend the hogpltal for any ailment and the line
ig usually quite long. Dre. Sleath is most overworked what with
new evacuees coming in daily, births, deaths, and the like,
Police gystem: A new internal security menager has just been
appointed. Thle man heads a group of "wardens", all Japanese,
whose dutieg are to patrol the camp and to report mischief of
any kind. They have had to guard the warehouses which have been
broken into several times. Another difficulty is that of moral
turpitude, While the administration has no objeetion to any
moral laxity the Japanese® themselves mlght condone, it does

wish to prevent the military police and the Caucasian construction

workers from molesting the Japenesge girls. A patrol is necessary

to keep these groups in line and a careful watch must be kept of
empty barracks, especlally in the unfinished Camp II.

Welfare: lrs. Smith ie in charge of community welfare., This is a
most diffiecult job to hangle inasmuch ag it concerns the ceaseless
blckering over quarters, gripes about food, about schoolg, lack

of milk for children, adjustments in employment, etce All passes
to leave the center for personal or family reasons must be arranged
by this department. I am going to leave lirs. Smith's work for some
time until I can examine it more fully. It is this department
which has appointed and has to deal with the block managers. EBach
block has had appointed for it a temporary manager who serves asg

a spokesman for his block and airs the gripes of his bloeck. It is
his duty to keep the bloek in order, This is a position which is
pald at the rate of a skilled worker, now $12.00 per month, altho'
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it may soon be that the prevalling wage may be the same for every-
one: Unskilled, Skilled, and Professional and Technical.No
agreement has as yet been reached as to a wage scale. The welfare
departuent also manages elections. The block manager isg elected
wherever possible and it hag been the attenpt of the welfare
councll to create by election a camp council. In one case, the

12t several names be submitted for officisl pogitions
on the cemp council, which, incldentally, does t as ¥ function.

4

Kegman came to irs. Smith with one narn W she
where the rest of the names were, he
people had already voted, not in secret ballot
rule, but by a raising of hands in the Japanese w M1 Smith
the man go back again and arrange to submit the neames
nominees. The election problems will prove wuite inter-

eeting. Another function of welfare is that of managing

Cremation, in accordance with Hongwan ji

=4 =

of the people

¥
}

18y accompany the body to Phoenix
pleture of the corps After
mation, the ashes will take their p
2 o

in the camp. No disposition of Christ

guch a cagel,
yet little time for recreation. The immed-
and food heve somewhatl

recreation. Individual go-shogi, go-mono,

of course take place but there is no organized schedule.

g1 league was begun by some Issel and has functioned to
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gome extent but this has not been universal in the camp among all

3

the go players. There hasg been some gambling and there are said to
be professional gamblers from Los Angeles who are doing their best
The administration hag been on the look-out
Gambling for sma stakes 1s permitted.
various go tournsments, the same for
and chegs. Bridge is very popular among the Nisel.
were held 1In megg hal Rnuch
the cookg there. The coocks ha further
they would strike so that dances have been stopped
time being. The cooks are mainly
ced the Issel came Iin
congidered

who arevery shong at

to stop thelr go-shog

but the cooks and kitche ff, apparently under the instructlions

of the opposing Issel group, tlreater . if the danees were
allowed to continue. There will be more dancing when there is room
in the recreation ¥IXX hallsg. A soft ball leasue is now being
organized and gymnastic equipment is to be put up.

The recreation depa L ig elso in charge of church services.

At the pressure of the Christian group in the camp, a minlister

was brought from nearby Sacaton to conduet the joint Christlen
serviceg. Thig will be continued for some time, evéry minieter

in the distriet having an opportunity to preach. No planog are as
yet in camp for the church hymnal offerings. Two have been ordered
from San Francisco., The recreation department is attempting to

build up a library of Japenese asg well ag English books, No ruling
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lg in effect here against the Japanese langua Contributions
relc

of booksg from the outgide are w

the Camp:

20 the only Assgsembly Center represented
Gila Center was that of Turlock. There were about
while the remalnder came from the so-called
Aree No. 2) a2nd had not been interned in
zone g ! 7 backwoods and XK

also

of assimilating XXXXE American ways. reason as
Japanese a group as may be found in thig country. The
people educated in univergit nd even high schools
.11 when compared with the high grade of educatlon found szt
Teanforan, for example. A surprising result is that the people at
Gila so far constitute a very"Japanesy" group. I mentlioned that they
Buddhist. Nearly all of them speak the
Japanes angueage and e may ask en a small child to translate
rural areas
poweriul
b5 A O e a1l P e Ny here, they are getting
T -the vetoing of dancing
lg a good one and does reflect thelr power. The ligel are in

1
i B 8w -

main younger than in other centers. The many Kibei, I think,
explained by the fact that these people, living in rural areas,

have retained the Japanese way of thinking. They have accordingly
sent their children to Japar education rather than to

univergities 1ig ] : - United States. In pre-evacuation
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no chance to regsolve themselves into

Turlock people had already ele

left XX the assembly center. The whit

and are mather resentful agalnst the

zone and
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Turloeck however, there were
thought by

to 2ll, Some of
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axs alnd

spate

believed that they are

-

acrogs by the us
are rather younger,
they would like.

and Kibel

The type of

e

Turlock people are in the mai
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cannot get

August 23, 1942 - 1t

organization

cht political

atter had

zone people
irlock people.
n farmers and rural people.
g Angeleg group.
most unpopular

gang

have been geveral cases

in the main,

-

boys have
wno have tampered with
ponized
Turlock center,
are given out by

center or localitye.

be Nigei.

ated, and do not have as =
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the Igsel

ey -+
along &
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regarged as anti-Amerilcan
turm, regard the Nlsel as ra 1 gsh a
up until August 20 were ial elasses In the campe. On August
20 however, there was a large group from the Tulare center which
came in wag assigned to Camp II. Llike the Turlock people, these

already organized and had thelr }eaders appointed. A rather

dituation hag arisen from the Tulare group. Immfediately

began to dem&ndthe pick of the houses through their leaders.

insisted on having the same arrangement followed as 1o housing
they were accustomed to in Tulare. When it was told them that
people from Canmp ere to be moved over to relieve the congestion

-

that they should be

ﬁent to the Canmp I grour £ & t had been here and
to crow@ed conditions for some weeks. They were finally Dbeaten
to a temporary arrengement in housing until the
etween Camps I and II could be settled. But 1t is

L

obvioug they are not satisfled

sullen, uncooperative si

gsiderable trouble from th amyg wre group. They too have

ttempted to snatch all the best jJobs and houses for themselves.

Again there is manifested that peculiar feeling of asgsembly center
rity. It is obvious that these people were not in the greater

part pequainted before evacuation, that they are adherentg of dif-

ferent religious faithsg, and that they differ in Ken jinkal and

occupational status. Yet they are firmly banded together as coming

from a particular assembly center. This is a matter which will

require further investigation. I shall be glad when Yusa and

Kikuchi get here to glve me a hand on problems of this kind.
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The foregoing hag been a qulick resume of my notes on
a number of subjects. I shall be glad for suggestions and

eritiecisms regarding these subjecis.
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EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT STUDY REPORT II

(Note: Following material has been collected from a number of dif-
ferent sources. Notahly from the Administration and from conversa-
tions from the evacuees here. There will undoubtedly be = certain
amount of repetition as compired with the first report. I hope how-
ever, that this material to follow will elucidate some of the doubt-
ful points of the original.)
CAMP ADMINISTRATION

In my first report I endeavored to submit a deseription of the
general physical layout of the Gila River Center. I included a des-
cription of the housing facilities of the division betweon Camps 1
and 2, and touched upon briefly the difficulties confronting an under-
staffed administration. Since th:t report was transmitted new person-
nel has been hired to make up for this deficiency. It may be well
here to gzo inte a discussion of the members of the Administrative
staff thelr respective phere of influence and the Administrative
branches that hive been set up so far. Mr. Eastburn Smith is, of
course, the Project Director. His assistant is Dr. Low Korn. It is
their function to coordinate the various problems both internal and
external of Camp life. Mr. Smith is the final authority in all
cases of hiring and firing of employees of concilistion and solution
of difficulties with the evacuees. Dr. Korn is his aide in these
tasks. A number of departments have been set up each headed by a
Caucasian, aided by numerous Japanese assiztants. Inasmuch as one
of the greatest problems of camp life at the moment is that of hous-
ing it might be well to mention the functions of the Division of

Housing and Employment. JThese two branches are lumped together under



.
the charge of Mr. John C. Henderson, late of the Farm Security
Administration. Two Caucasisn assistants work under Mr.
Henderson; in charge of housing is lr. Robert Yeaton, while em~
ployment is headed by Mr. William Huso. %he former divisién is
concerned with the smoothing over of the difficulties which a-
rise from assignment of houses and the endeavor to place people
in quarters which are suitable to them and to their families.
Naturally this is a most difficult task. In view of the fact
that camps are not as yet completed. In my first report I men-
tioned that there was a lack of adequate facilities with regard
to gas, electricity, and water. That the supply of water and
these other facilities was dependent upon mains coming from Camp
1 to Camp 2. When it became necessary for the contractors and
the constructbn workers to adjust connections in Camp 2, it was
necessary to turn off all of these facilities in both camps.
This made for considerable hardBhip and difficulties for the eva-
cuees. A recent difficulty which has arisen with regard to this
matter is that of adequate sewage disposal. It is true that this
function does not lie within the realm of housing and employment
but is rather the province of Brown, the Chief Engineer. Ade-
quate sewage disposal has not as yet been affected. Moreover,
adequate housing is still 2t a minimum. Fortunately, mass evacua-
tion and resettlement in this Relocation Center has for the moment
been brought to a halt. I mentioned that the groups which con-

stituted the bulk of the popul=tion in the camps were comprised of
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evacuees from Turlock Assembly Center, the White Zone, and the
Tulare Assembly Center. I mentioned also that Turlock and the
White Zone people consituted the bulk of the Camp 1 population,
while some lurlock and all of Tulare h=d been moved to Camp 2.

At present the population is 11,551 in both camps, 5,000 of

which have been located in the already completed Vamp 1. Im

Camp 2 the problems of housing are becoming more znd more acute.
Only a small section, literally half of the camp, can be used

for housing. Because of the fact that in the remzinder connec-
tions for water and electricity, crockery and utensils for the
Mess Halls and adeguate bedding have not as yet been made availa-
ble. For this reasson it has been necessary to crowd the 6,500 of
the people in Cemp 2 in quarters designed for perhapd 4,000. In
my last report I submitted housing plans stating that to each
barrack there were four apartments, three of them of equal size,
the fourth somewhat larger. 1t has been necessary to put 5 to 6
people irregard ess of kinship or propinquity into these small
apartments while seven or eight must be confined to the larger
that has made virtually an intolerable situztion. In spite of the
fact that the Housing Department is most sympathetic with the aims
of the evacuees and their desires for priwvacy their hands sre never-
thless tied being bound by Army specifications with regard to the
size of apartments and with the fact that war priorities prevent

has reached building,

I was present at a meeting of a group led by certain camp leaders
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from the Turlock Assembly Center. A perfectly logical solution
to a number of housing problems was suggested. I might mention
here that the Tulare group, when it errived at the Relocation Cen-
ter, was exceedingly well organized having already chosen its
leaders and being fully aware of its own desires snd needs regard-
ihg housing snd other situations. These camp leaders met with
Mr. Henderson snd submitted the following susgestions. Pointing
out thet the average size of Japanese families varied from 3 to 4,
they suggested that the petitions in the barracks between various
apartments should be knocked out and moved thus create additional
apartments to each barrack which might be made available te the
many young married couples here or to small families. *hig would
create one very large apartment =t the end of a barr=ck which could
be made usesble for a family of anywhere between seven and ten. It
wae stated by them that in this way the number of people in a given
barreck could remsin the szme. That there would be no splitting up
of families to divide them between anyone of the several apartments
in a given barrack. lir. Henderson broached this matter to Mr. Smith
end Dr. Korn and the three together wkk agreed that the suggestion
was a logical one and could be arranged. When, however, it was
broached to the Army authorities a flat refusal was given. At the
moment there seems no possible way by which small families can be
allowed to live together privately. Possibly when the camp is com-
pleted such an arrangement can be worked out whereby individual

families will build their own partitions thus creste samller
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apartments. It might be well to go into a discussion of the prob-
lems of mass evacuation. That is to say of the moving of evacuees
from the Assembly Center to the Relocation Center and their so-
called processing there. I have been able to follow the entrain-
ment of the Tulare Assembly Center with some degree of detazil. In
the matter of some ten days the Tulare group was moved enmasse to
Gila. The train service was established from the San Joaquin Val-
ley to Casa Grande, the rail head some 16 miles from the camp.
Evacuees were moved in groups of about 500 to a train. One train
daily made the trip. Thus allowing the initiation of some 2,500
evacuees per week. From those with whom I have talked the matter
1 gather that the train trip was an exceedingly arduous one especi-
ally for the very young children =nd the old people. Groups of
Military Police accompanied each train and a careful check wes kept
on the number of evscuees in each car. The 1600-mile trip was
dovered anywhere from 24 to 36 and sometimes 40 hours. Usually the
trains arrived at Casa Grande at about noon and were met by some
representatives of the War Relocation Authority notably members of
the hospital staff and members of the housing staff. The Army
would eimply notify the administration here that a group of evacu-
eeg was arriving and failed to state how many. It was, therefore,
necessary to obtain a count from the ¥ilitary Commander of the train
in order to prepare upon short notice the necessary housing. De-
trainment at Casa Grande was a slow process. Ihe evacu-

ees were kept waiting in the trains for as long as four or five
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hours. They would be obliged to remain in the ancient passenger
cars, only a few of which were provided with air-cooling systems,
at the hot and dusty siding of Casa Grande; Bugses have been
chartered for the removel of the evacuees from the train to the
camp itself. Usually six or seven buses were made available and
the cars were emptied beginning with the fromt car, 40 or 50 of
the evacuees being plaéed in each bus. It was necegsary for each
bus to meke as many as three or four round trips from the siding
to the camp. As the process was slowed up by any one of the num-
ber of difficulties such as car trouble on the read, a delay in
the process of housing, or by undue strictness on the part of the
Militery auvhorities, it might very well happen that the evacuees
would not reach the camp until as lzte as seven or eight in the
evening after having had to remain on the siding at Uasa Grande
for seven or eight hours. The busses were unloaded as soon as
they reached the camp. A roped Recreation Hall provided a recep-
tion center. It was rather interesting to note the reactions dis-
played by the évacuees on their first glimpse of Gila River Re-
location Center. Obviously everything is not a state of
It is to be noted that the members of the Issei generation viewed
the matter with some stolidity not being particularly moved by the
dust, the open ditches, and the unfiniched barracks. The younger
people, however, were usually guite vociferous in their immediate
dislike of their new surroundings. People dismounfed from the

busses carrying all kinds of coats, hand luggage, and other para-
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fenalia. It is interesting to note that suits and dresses and
silk stockings of the ride quickly were replaced by jeans and
shorts and other cool apparel. The evacuees were led into cne end
of the Recreation Hall designated as the reception center. Before
leaving the bus they were advised to group themselves into lot s of
five, s=ix, and seven, and the advice was given that all others who
wished to live together register together. Wails of disappoint-
ment were apparent as soon as the znnouncement was made that evacu-
ees would have to live together so many in a single room. Upon
entering the Recreation Hall, a cursory examination was given by
members of the hospital staff. This was mainly a check on Diph-
theria which had been alleged to be present in epidemic form in
some of the Centers. It entailed a mere examination of the throat.
On such days when people were moved in great numbers all six bus-
ses coming in at one time perhaps 150 to 250 people present, the
Reception Hell was virtually a bedlem. HMany of the younger girls
and women upon seeing their new situation began to weep rather
distraughtly; children were getting lost, families being separated,
baggage and other articles misplaced. All of this coupled with
myrieds of squalling children made for & rather unpleasant picture
end for consideresble heasdache and disappointment for the evacuees.
Upon receiving the cursory medical examination the new inhsbitants
were required to register in family groups. At the same time all

students of college training were requested to lend their services

in their particular fields and a separate registration was
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required for them. The new inhabitants were assigned houging ac-
cording to the number in the families. If there were only four
it would be understood that they would either have to move into a
larger apsrtment with a family of thtee or be assigned their own
apartment with the understanding that other individuals would be
made to move in with them. First glimpse of the new guarters is de-
finitely not inspiring. Beaverbeard walls, warped green lumber
beam ceilings and rafters present anything but an inhabitable as-
pect. Families were simply pushed into these quarters and told to
congult their Blowk Managers as to where they might find beds and
bedding and where they might obtain other information regarding their
new guartersz. In the last week a mistake was made in the count of
the number of army cots =2nd cotton mattresses. The result was that
the housing depertment was obliged to visit the Florence Internment
Camp some 20 miles away and obtein from them as many mattresses as
they could. It has been necessary for some of the latest arrivels
to sleep on mattresses on the floor. Thus subjecting themselves
more closely to the danger of the ever present dust. It i:x ne-
cessary to borrow some 450 mattresses from the Florence Internment
Camp as soon as the deficiency regarding Bedding is plain and new
bedding sent from the War Relocation Authority warehouses. Per-
haps I should mention here some of the difficulties which were met
by two observers of this study who were sent down here from Tan-

foran, namely, Kikuchi and Yusa. They were sent from Tanforan un-

der special escort and were allowed to travel on the regular
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passenger trains. There were four people in the Yusa family and
four in the Kikuchi family. The escort provided for them was most
unsympathetic and treated them as virtually prisoners and refusing
to allow them to take adwantage of the facilities of the train and
giving some evidence of attempted profiteering on the meals allot-
ted to them. Mr. Smith asked me to meet them =t the train at Casa
Grande. I brought them back to the Relocation ares in one of the
WRA trucks just ahead of some 500 more evacuees from the Tulare
Center. It was most difficult to find adgquate housing for them.
The Yusa family was necessary to split up in two apartments. lir,
Yusa and his wife were allowed to move in with accguantances from
Tulare but his mother and sister were obliged to find quarters
in an adjacent quarter with perfect strangers. A number of inter-
esting social conflicts have arisen as a result of this, and I
hope to describe them a little later. The Kikuchi's on the other
hand, after registration, were assigned to one of the larger apart-
ments with a family of thtee. Charles Kikuchi is acting head of
the family and those relatives who accompanied him consisted of two
gisgters of teen age =nd a small brother. Requested their own
apartment but under the circumstances this was impossible. They
were assigned to move in with a family of thptee, 21l Issei =and
rabidly pro-Japan people. The family of three in guestion, as I
later learned, proved most difficult to get along with. They con-
sisted of two more brothers and their sister, a middle-aged woman,

who as I later learned was one of the few "joro" in camp. To place
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two young girls of teen age in with such a woman was, of course,
impossible, and yet such a situation has occurred before and will
occur again a2s long as adequate facilities are not made available.
The three in gquestion objected strenuously. The two men apparent-
ly made a certain amount of profit from the activities of their
sister, and it was necessary for me to take the Kikuchi family out
of this spartment and to try to get them placed elsewhere. Final-
ly after much persuasion they were allowed to enfringe upon the
general rule and were given 2 smaller room temporarily until the
remainder of the Kikuchi family should arrive from Tanforen. It
is to be noted that all of these houses are of a temporary nature.
It is understood that the Ysa's as a family group will be able to
have their own apartment when the situation is capable of being
allevicsted. The Kikuchi's too, are to be allowed to live in two
apartments when the rest of the members of the family arrive.
This in general desribes the housing situation. it will be seen
that at the moment a kind of dumb resignation ig all that can be
expected. Such developments are as yet limited in spite of the
fact that the Recreation Department is doing its best to promote
entertainment and fellowship. The situation that I have described
is typical of timt of Camp 2. In Camp 1, however, a fuller social
life is possible now that life is going on a more or less even
keel in spite of the fact that housing conditions are extremely

overcrowded. At this point I should like to mention in regard to

employment.



