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In Gils Csm» here., we Tind thet mueh more
lumber 18 s2veilsble for our use =né those ‘“q“!@E U
guite g=tigfied th any small dirty niece of lum
are now cr=ving for better =nd better piecesnt EUﬂwPr
aeens to be = humsn ~msvehology =nd s»ecislly Jenenesge
heve p-lwsyvs = certein tendencey of comnet
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Hov 3 : 3 few lumber thieves pesr our
asz bleock #61., 28 n factory y being constructed nesr bv snd
there sre gnme new lLumber iled ‘ The other éay we had
sur block meeting t“ TZbWL., g Do hecking sueh bed hebit of

steelineg lumber, i 7ill give =2 very ﬁ”@ GTTe t specierlly

on T“H'”er “60“7F Al he renresentati Trﬁﬂ @ph berrack
he uch stersling by the witnesses snd

Te t ?@r“ ﬂuqﬂneo 533 h- ng suet .,.avaJJ”' “Gﬁ“l@ emong oHur
evacuees and deéiéeé that one of ns will do our best To
check such cnuﬁucfﬂ ,:.Hf. we found H¥=t most of sueh 8tesling
weg beingz done by % 3 ~ }

sure how much Wj@ﬁn go in thig metter

very heony to know that =11 nresent ot
ta gtor» suech = ghemeful conduct whet-
mey be, Also,we decided to re-nrt the
Ye e densrtment which we did snd after ?h"t we
fﬁwnd T“-+ the number of the gusrds 2t the ferctory wes enn-
sider=bly ineressed. i
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Just like hustling Autumn lerves we don't know
where the rugiours cone frnﬂ) but there =re rumours snd rumours
in the ecemp.

In the Gile Cemp here, the first rumour we hesrd of
was thet the nlece ig so hot in the summer time thet even the
Indisansg e=n not stend it snd will move out to gomewhere eleae
in the summer time =nd the-t those Indisng s=id "by the end of
the next summer the hAalf of the Jens will be gone by the exce-
g@ive hent.”® Though we do not believe entirely in such
a rumou-r, nsturslly we ere £11 concerned sbnut the herst here in
the next summer, becmuse we srrivedhere =t the end »of August this
yveer =#nd found it mu-ch hotter the.n st Tulsre where it wes
p-retty hHot for us.

Whet will be the heet of June =2nd July here 9

We h=d so-me other rumours su-ch 2 " a boy wes killed
bv & géorpioin® or "sno-ther wesg killed by = rettle snske" etc.
How much truth there im in such rumoures. I don't know #*it mey
be 2 good werning to the p.eonle not to stroll fer ﬂWFQ in the
desept in the Might time, Bh-eci?lly' such Tumour 28 " 8 msn
who rying to stesl lumber wes bitten by = rattle snske

g i-tself under the lumber'we@ #ood, becruse it
mey somewhst diseoursge the stesrling of lumber, =8 1 sm much
disgusted o lumber situstion,

I know thet this stesling wes stiesrted by necessity
at first., s we hed no ehairs nnr tasbles furnished in our
barrecks #nd we fel¥ murh ineonveniences withrut those nece-
sgities of our life. However., I em mu.ch afraid if such
exneriences may develone into the hebit of stesling things by
younger peonle for the sszke of mere exeitement or thrill =nd
thus maey crest some ceses nof hebitusl stesling---the interest
in the stesling itself #nd not in the gonods stnlen.,

Noltsr FnoRomate Mibled o Lol Lhe
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Isgel VS, Nisei.
(Fi_rst Generetion Vs. Seeohd Generstion)

Since we were evecuited to the Tulsre Csmm the
demercetion between Issei snd Nisei h-s been distinetly
felt. The Fethers snd Sgns in ou-r ordinary time hasve to
frce each other s2s ci-tizens vs. enemy aliens.

One groun, mostly edu—cstedé in Je~en, who heve devowted =1-
mogst helf of tnelr li-ves in esteblishing their homes es8
immigrants in this coruntry snd bri-mging un their Americen
born children, ere mostly o0ld now =nd some of them sre fast
aporosching to their decren<itude. The other grounsesaiSwy
born #nd educested in U, S, A, who sre ynung snd smbitinus.
2re just smnrosching to their sge which urges them to enter
into verious enternrises st thelir own disecretion.

It is cuite naturel thet there is = certein dis-
crepency between those two grouns. There is a natursl
tendency of the older p-eonle to try to educete younger
peonledyn the ssme wey ss they were educeted, while the young
p.€ovle sre slweys aslive to the new svstem o? educetion which
i-s develo~ed in the modern schools. On top of thst, there
is 2 distinet difference between the two grouns of one being

the citizens of the United St-tes -nd the other being =liens.

Under such ecircumstsnce, we founéd meny cecomnlsints
from the Issel veople in Tulare Camn, esnecielly rb-ut
eTective gervicesg cerried out exelusively by the Nisei
mein trouble seens to come from those oléer neonle who
that the most of the Nisel sre still too youns
such imn—ortsnt services which will contral
Bniby, On the other hend, the ”wceﬁ

the I=sei neomnle hove

ag .8, Citizens.

There is rertﬂ*ﬁ UﬁﬁelT
~peorle thet in the csmn there
gf citirens end sli-eng 8o lone
disregsrded the CWMilVEWQ"ﬂ of
the gseme camn wi~th the engmy

However, the lligel vneonle who herve been eduected
the Americen wey sbe Aetermined to be lovsl to their own
country, fully understending their wituetion in this wer time,
#nd ere gtriving to cres t & demoecrstic community here =sccord-
ing to their Ameriesn 1des of the Govenment,

)
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Issei Vs. Nisei (eo ntinued )

In the Gile Cemn, at first we s-w th

2rent idess were underlying esmong the iwo grou

e things looked »retty serious, =s such diss
aveted payehologicelly by 8ll the unnsettled
he camp.,. When we first errived here., ther
: no hot water snd no weter in esch berrack. excenting
the tollet and shower boom, e#nd 211 our berrescks were wur-
rounded with deen ditehes Tor nines. Uncer sguech condition.
everybody hes certein discontented feeling slweyg 2né this
will reflect gener-1ly on the underlvine dissensinn between
the s~1d two grouns.
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However, its seemsgs to me thet it is nnlv & euestin
of time that such 2 diserersney will be forgotten. becruse
Issel and the Nisel =re the fsthers snd sons sfter all =nd
the course of time the older neomle will heve to follow the

younger n-eonle greduelly without the lerst knowledge nf their
own change. i




fdsiku Poems
( Janenese Short Poems)

Heilu ( or Hokku) is e kind of -2 very short noenm.
orly one line or two. consisting of only seventeen wordsfor
chererctors) in it--which is neculisr to Jr-snese peovle.

This ki-nd of noem w-s develoved in Ja~en in 2 several hun-
dred herrs snd wes very napuler during the Toltugawe dynrsty.
But about thirty yeers ego. there wes 2 revolution in the form
=end idea of the Haixu mnoen.

During the long yesrs of trsdition the re-1 snirits
of the Heiku was very often forgotten =nd =11 the noebs i
this grouphconfined themselves in the nre-determined forms
and rsther toved with the poems, no body trying to brerk the
shell of such s tradition. However. s -bout thirtv veesrs -go
the two » nets, Hekigndo 2nd Seisensui, hesve started the new
style of Heiku » oem entirely free from the old f-rms. The
main difference is thet the 0ld Heiku stieks to the nredeter-
mined form--the limitstion in the numbérs of wnréds etc . while
the new style dnes nnt emnhesize such = form. but nut = atress
on the sniritusl side of the noem =nd it is much more in free
style. I myself belong to the groun of this new stvle
Haiku noets.

In my mind, the Heiku is 2 na-ture's noem, We ., poets,
are only sgents tn trenslste the » oems which exist in neture
into our own leangurge. You esn find out the essence of Heiku
everywhere in neture and in humen life. What y>u1 heve to do
‘g elweys oven your mind's eve to whetewver the nature will
nrnvide you and whenever anything will enneel to your noetical
sense, you just honegtly talke iﬁsnd trenslete intn vour words--
there will b e your Hdaiku noem. Therefore, 211 of the Heiku
noets ere neture .loving or na ture worshioning men. '

One of the most femous 01d Hai~ku is comnosed by
Basho, the father of Hriku vpoem, who lived sb-ut two hundred
years ago, will be trenslated as follows:

Oh! Deserted Pond ! Listen there !

Only a sound of Frog.
Jumning into the Weter,
( Originsl- Furuikeya Keweszu Tobikeomu Mizu no oto.)

In this po em yrur imaginati-n will visusli-re
nond around which some te11 gresses end weeds sre grown e -
very ouiet e <tomosnhere whem v-u sre sitting alone listening
the sound of jumning frngm_ There, you sre cuite sbsorbe
the nsture itself.




Heiku Poem (Continued)

How. let me translete e few of my noems which I
comnosed in the Tulare cenn.,

In the
The

s b ]

Shizumette Barrsck no

Through the Thickness of
There is & ray

o3

And @Leme A

3 -

e

Cut ofﬁFlowers,

Into the morning Sun,

Something comes out, Cle
(Ass no Hikerini X-fun ©
Dete Kuru Hono)
(Of course it must be
nt distinguish it
Pollen)

Those noems seem to be ~eculisrly well sdanted
to Je~snese Lengusge end when we translete them into English,
they lose the vividness of exnression. though they retsin their
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We know t.st we are just the victims of the war snd
that we heve nothing to do with the wer itself and we try to
forget sbhout it. sut still we een not heln but thinking the
things in the cemp infterms of the war. beesuse 21l the world

-

is wer minded and it reflects unon our cummunity here,

We csn not heve screens in our windows sné sre told
thatithe meaterisls will not be cfveilable beﬂaﬁﬂﬂ of the war.
We =re told that the construection of the school b ildinss will
be delsyved on sccount of the shortege nf the 1u@be_b_fn€ other
materisls becsuse of the wers-sop force end g~ nn. We needed

gome of the earnenters to@ls for our femily use snd ordered
'om the Serrs, Roebuek & Co., the other dsv. but only the
h LT of onz orcp* was filled on rceount of the wer dondition.

All those things tesch us thet we srre not only the
members of the community who are the vietims of the wer, but
all the neonle of the world sre in the seme cireumstrnce.

We, the evecuees, are rsther lucky in = wwv becsuse we heve
not to worry ourselves in getting th thingspf vitel necess-
ity to us b“t T » Government wi 1o ?11 the worring for us.,
#e must be LI Tor this reagson rather then being dis-
contented.

i owever, our situation here is verv c-mplicsted. be-
cauge we sre civilisn evacuees sné ere not rﬁgﬁrged RS Drigoners
of war eqﬁ nore over we asre nlrce n the cam» to-gether with
the Nisel hoovle re the citize of the United States. I
thinks this the i v time 1 . nigtory thet we hed such
g strange comm“nlu;.

kind of bes 28 1T may *"‘Vm unon the Democr=tie
wev of th@ uﬂvernwent 7 ﬁ._“ i : on the gnirit of
Democersecy. because it is mutuslly unéerstood tn be nnlv the
wertime mes~gure ? However the feet thet the U.S. Gobe
plseeﬂits own citizens in the enemy slieng'cemn wi
feet for ever and why it wes H@Cé?ﬁf“' to do so

el

matter of digeussion in future

From our stend noint of view =8 fathers of those
Kisel meonle we sincerely desire t» see those young neople
~re glven their chence of staying outside of the cam» t~ fight
Tar the fLause of Democrsecy, beesuse we know they hrve gonod
quelities =8 citizens of the United Stotes. If theyv were sent
to the battle fi-eld . thev wonld fight for their own enuntry
( U.B.A.) rg £i if they were frnetics.

Vo A N, P
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OF FOOD,

In 0ld Jan-nese teaouwnr,, e
sp-eciallyfhe "Semursi groun" mede lich

B
worldry matter, becsuse it we® their higher
more &niritoel life: One of our oléd vnrove:
we Kuwenedo T-%Xesyoii" which mesns "Even when S"wwrﬂw)
hes nothink to e2t. he cerlmly uses his tooth - ~nretending
2s 1f he hes just finished his dinner). A Semurei wesg edu-
ceted never to lose his self-resnect =né even when hunery.
will never co-mnlsin sbout it. rether nretendir 5

not hungry st s11.

‘.
11

ool (R RG IS =

'
J

such _ : <
ﬁ*fher PﬁltuTe i3 aur 2ducation, but such =n ides
alnng th the velorment of modern educstion
?n Jdeanan, he dern shi 8 in dJdensn tesch neonle
ortsnce of humsn =h yeluol._; n@ hyegien. thus grrduslly
( the ﬁlﬁ ide= of striet 1tn91vsw into 2 mild form
of materieli-— in oth 7ords, the neonle of Jenan sre now
beginning to res 1i78 thet even if we had a strong snirit to
GerWVB it will be cuite imnossible unless we have meterials
for our qurviv l and so long =2s we heve to continue our
existence, we had better »rovide our food on gSeientifie besis
8o that we may lesd better life end mey render better services
to nur society.

Co~-nfuci?us, the femous Chinese sece, geid "Ishoku

T-rite reisetsu o Shiru" which mesns " you ec=sn talk et*quetfe
vifh a men, only when he is satiated", This eives us ~ne im2
ortant sspect »f the truth.

irst =rrived at the Tulere Cemmn. we did
0ot heve sstisfectory fond for us =s we11 es other ecui-ments.
ag thi n"q Rzt not well sterteé yet =nd here were certein dig-
comtentments snd c-mnleints neturally., This Leeling somewhst
refleeted nn the wririfu*l side of the neonle. thus cresting
cert-in kind of redicelism tem-orsrily ENY way

iihen we first

[=]
(=
L
-

The srme %ind of under eurrent wes ﬁelt et the

Gile Cemn first. Here agein, the Underlyinge feectors =ore
n-rovided by the vpoor living cnnﬁltiopﬂ of the c mn end the
noor services nf the mess halls Sweczp113 However. this
seemg to me to be only the ouestinn of time =né when every thing
will be cerried out scecordine tn the “Tﬂn cnd every neonle will
be satisiied with his livineg cqndgt]nn then peonle will be able
to reflect themselves r#nd reslize their resl gitustion under
the eircumstsnce.




PSYCHOLOGY OF FOOP.(Contuned)

P eonle sre snt to forget about the imnort-nce
those things s#e food =2nd housing condition ete. in our
incTy life. becesuse we sre plweys well nrovided with
things sstisfectorily, but when we sctually fece to the
ttege of the food, w-ter or the lsek of lighting system
then we rerlize thet we ere much sffected by ha those

gg in sniritusl wey.

Al]l those things, however. will be settled by th
greant factor ealled "time", h i
will go on #nd on end those thingswill remain only in our
memory in future snd then fine&lﬁv‘“wg,be forg-tten.

1 e
becsuse right or wrong the tine

o
= g
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STONES ¢

In the Gile Cemp where we heave much lerger sres than
at Tulere, heving meny small mountéins end vast westelsnd around
so that we may stroll sbout any time we desire, many nf the
evescuers have begsn to collect some stones.

A friend of mine who came beck from the North Dakots
c-mn about twomonths ago brought with him guite a eollection
of novel stones. some of them being well noligshed snd mesde into
an inkstand or something like thst,. Thnse stones s2re so besut-
iful when nolished ~nd will mske nice novelties. I understand
thet 1t is their deily work for the internees st the Horth Dekots
to sesrch for such stones in the cemp ground. Some of Je-snese
neonle are verv clever in meking such novelty goods and I
very often surnrised to see how nicely those thinezs sre
when 1 consider thet they hesve not much of tools to -
artigtic goods 1 n the camm.

However, manv of the Gi-la resi-dens$s sare now collect-
ing some stones not for novelties but for the nurnose of making
grrdens sround thelr ansrtment houses 2nd thev are doing 2 wonder-
ful work for that. It i1s a very tedlious snd laborious work

to collect so meny stones, carrying them one by one s long wey
from the mountains or desert to their homes, but for the time
being at le=st they have snere time snd so long s2s they do not
mind their labor. thevr will heve 2 bi-g nile of stones et their
barrack doors in the course of time.

I see glresdy now meny houses which hsve = besutiful
pond in front of them or at their side, many fsney shened stones
being arrenged around it snd 2 helf dozen or so of estps swiming
fayfuliy-in ¥ &, Around the nond we see some green shrubs
and some cectu.s plshdéd nicely between the rocks sané one or twd
gfane lanterns made with some of the feney she-ed stones whieh
must be gathered through many tiresome tri-ps tn the neighboring
mountsins.

Indeed, the evacuees here sre doing a very good job
of making their berracks-hnmes comfortsble,




A Bresd Line.

When we first evacusted to the Tulere Camp we Telt
a little shy to stend in line f-or the mess hall, =8 we never
had exnerienced in our previous life to weit in line for such
free mesls. Hany of* my friends there told me of the ssme
feeling. It will be ocuite shameful for us to beg for & free
mesal 1in our ordinary life,

But now our situstion is entirely changed. It is
bevong our nower now to provide ourselves with those nece=si-
ties of our life. ~ign- In a wey, our lives sre =t the
mercy of the Government of the United States. On our »nart,
only whet we need is our coursge to stend in line for »ur
bread. " Be co_uregeous, every body. ané stend in the bread
line." ' This ves our first feeling in the Camm.

.he time goes on, we becan tn feel »o
1 't this metter, teking the thineg es our
We get new friends whi
now a dsyvs we talk esch other wi
moves on very slowly.

routin
e s anding on the line #snd
h a joke or two ss the line

I
v

¥We hesr of 2 biresd line in some of the Euro-een
countries. when s relief shin errives there with some fond
stuff from the United Steates. For those neonle in Europe
a niece of bresd meens 2 desth or life for to-morr~w =nd their
brerd 1li-ne 1is of vitel immortence s» thet they may not sfford
to be shy to stend in line.

Comnared with thi-s kind of brerd line. our mess hell
line mey be celled = luxury line, ss we cs go on the line
Joyfully by Jjokine esch other without eny feer at 211 thet the
supoly of the food will be out by the time our turn comes.

Our o nly cormleint will come, when it teskes too long to wait

in the line. Fortunstely, our exneriences both on Tulere =nd
Gilas cemns were not so bed in this regpect, ss our aversge
weiting time was roughly snesking sbout t®8nty to fifteen minutés;
A fri_end of mine 2t Sente Anite cemp wrote me that he has to
weit on line 2t leest helf sn hour and very often so long =28 one
hour or.more and he co.mnleins thet it wes so terrible in =

reiny deys thet o few of the older neonle -referred to stey home
re-ther then heve & dinner by weitine $0 long.

All those comnleints. however show thet we, all the
evecueesg, =2re not yet faeing our resl »nroblem of derth or life
=g those noor neonle in some Euronesn countries.. Though both
they 2nd we esre ecuelly the victims of the wer, there is a vest
difference between their gituetin_n snd ~urs snéd we evecuees
st be thankful for our better —osition se fer.
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he Ceste.

In 0ld Ja»en there used to be four regulsr clesses
of neonle =2n@ one lowest class which even does not come
under the regulsr eclasgs iflcftlﬂﬂ of eitizens.

The four cl 8 /1 (Samurs1i gkoun),
clags (fprﬁe?“], 3 1a88 1ru1?rn€) rpﬁ Sh¥-class tmerchents)
Beside tiese ,the o one lowest clasgs ealled "Eta" which
hqiT oﬁr?ewﬂmné 20 the Gynsy in the United Stetes =nd were

not regerded =8 citizens of the country until the HMei ii dy=-
nasty.

Howeve there wrs no distinct demercetion between
those classes nf fermees, srtisens and merchsnts +the differ-
ence being only of their nrofessions rsther then the gaste
but there wes » distinet line between the Ssmurei groun 2 nd
other clsgses and between Etas cless and nther clesses. So.
nractically we mey sdy that there were »nly three clesces os

actual cerste in Jevan, excenting the religious ﬁ“wuw,

i8 --Semursi ¢less, Ordinary citizens and Ets clas

The imﬁortraee 0 noge cle-sses in Jevwen wes nre-
velent until a bout the : of 4 ynesty ( some fifty
vesTs 8£0) 80 for =8 I know, But gradually the clags ides
has died awey, esrecially as ent end les Ee*q of
neonle begean to emnhas ze the f@-w.p-:,* ol the industry =nd
the forelign tredepnd as the natursl res , even tue Eﬁns of
Semurei groun were sent to some bﬁCuP't— hoo or the
commercisl sthodds to lesnrn to become merchar or techni-
cians. '

However, the feeling of neonle sgrinst Tete" class
es the lowest cless of neonle. though thev were given citi-
zenshin by the stste,. h-s nersisted for =1 lone time sné
Hhen now when it comes to the metter of the merriesge, the

first thing the femilies econcerned will do is to investisat
t:e clemrness of the other nerty from the blood of "Eta"
cless.  This csn 1 2gily Getermined in Ja~sn 8 we esn
see the record of femilies 2t the Citv Eell. :




The Ceste. (conpnued)

8 2 common i-mprecsion thet there hsave
he Ete neonle migrating into the United
St-tes, because they found this country to be the best
vlece of refuge, but we have no wey of finding the extent
of the Eta immigrents.

Those Ete » eonle heve no conspeicusug difference
in their awn.erronce fr = ordinery chrﬂeﬁe excenting
their éirty clothings generrlly sné thet more of them heve
nert“‘- @Vﬂ diserses whieh come from the J ol of seniteti n,

into this eountry, there uch
. they are assimileTed in
we mey say that there ig no noticesble
the Ja-snece n-eonlse immigraente in the

- o

There were s very few cegses I know nf tregedies
aroge from *He olﬁgﬂ 64?@efeﬁae A son of one
I know fell. love wi 2 besutiful !ifl snd wented
mETTY her, b 1' .o;;zﬂ. fﬁn 1d thet the girl belonged
an Et» femily and dié not sgree to tuf ir mﬁr““rre, As
the result, the naren ost their son, he lovedlthe gir

a0 much thet he ren
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3 7:“%1'"?’ hetween the
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THE KIBEI NISEI:

The Jr-onese word " Nigein me=snsg the second
cenerstion 2nd in Americe we mesn specielly those vounse
peonle who were born in the United Steotes and the word
"Kibeim™ meens "returned to Americe 2 So "Kibei Nisef®
meang those Americen born yourng neonle who we+e sent to
Je pmen  for thelir educetion #or fAr gsome femily ressnns
2nd hes ve returned to this country esgein. Thoase Hisei
who just visited Jenen for & short while for the nurnhse
of sight seeing ete. sre not c-1led "Kibei" but they must
heve lived in Japen for some durstion, =2t lesst two nr
three ve-rs or more. so thet they mey be ceslled Kibei.

A few o f Xibei Nigel were sent to denen for the
8pecisl nurnase of heving Je~snese educstion but most of
them were sent there on ~ceount of certain feami~ly cércum-

stance, There s-re meny eXsmnlesg in which the mother got
siek snd wrs gsent beek to danan with her children ar the B
mother died =nd the father could not work outside with the
smell ones st home snd neturally they were sent to srme
reletives in Jeman, ete.

belong to an intermediste
grou-p in thought snecisllv between the Issel »néd tne
Nisei. Most of cmses, they cen snesk both Ja-sonece snd
English nretty well. excenting = few whh were sent tn
depan #8 2n infent rnd were edncsted to sreek J-~-one=se
there =11 through. Thelr ides 18 generslly different
fro m the Hisei needde =nd is ti-nged with more Tese! idee
a8 mogt »f them understend Je-=n better then the Nigei
2néd neturelly sre more symprthetie with Jenan, excent
certain nerso-nel difference.

ifnis groun of Kibel Hisei will be vervy well
fitted in some work whieh needs » herd toil such o8 ferm
lebor, bec-use they h-ve been tr-ined in Ja-~an to stsnd
1Y 8such herd work, On the other hend. thev must be
educsated in Americsn wey just os the Issei nennle exne-
rienced sné I believe thet =11 of them csn be brought u»
As citizens nf the United Stetes in the c¢ourse of time.

There are = few exemnles T Yn-w ~f the Kibei

Nisei who found some trouble after eo_mine b

1 el to thiwg
country,




The Kibei Nisei(continued)

A friend of mine in Sen Frencise~ hed = son

wh> wes sent to his grend mother in Js= an. when Very

“unr end finished hi s hish schnol educ~tion Tnﬂ‘e.
When he ceme beck this e~untry, there wss = certein
discre‘nnc} between he 2nd his father. Both the father
and the son were awere of the feet =né tried to find out
the cause. but could not noint out =2ny nerticuler reason,
Any how, it wes o certsin feeling on the nert of the son
that the father did not seem to be his res1 father.
This Teeling continued for seversl yeetrsgs -end all this

nile this boy wented to go home to Jes-2n =nd to his
ersnd mother, but e11 the time I advised him tn ste-v
here with more netience,. Finally. we sent him to = n
Ameriean femily s 2 school bov =néd while he Q*ﬁ“ﬂﬁ there
sevefrl verrs, sttending to the Amerieen ﬁbh0Q1 +this
fﬂwi{;F trouble wes greduslly cone.

In such 2'@ee

fsther #nd the so n i
OVPh fcﬁling. becruse
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y from
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28 sn—=metimes it ms to be beyvon#éd nne's eontrol
Tt AT 1 be r'+reﬁméﬂﬁv te S‘ for us to remove snme tr-~uble
which hss certein tengible csuse frr it, but it will teke
8 long long time tn chenge one's feeling of whiech we sre
n>t s#ble tn greb s2ny conerete ceuse.
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':f.,"e heve ms= u_g - 1 )
evecuees here, deny of those who heve no resu = fimb
yet are ening - h cansls to fish esrng and ﬂ*”1ﬁw ete.
A earn in Jdenan 1is8 one c he most vonuler f1i T and ske-
hege menv stnries en re@¢itions about it.

In danen.s esrn is Bunnosed tn be = verv strone
fish ageinst the current, Roing un throngh snv torrent.
and though rsther 1ﬂ“”?ﬂ'”v we heve a famouse -roverb AT
"Koi No Taki Nobori"™ which me-ng "Swi-mine un o€ the
weterfeall of & cern®, It is an emblem of =2n undeunted
snirit to get nver anv hardshin whieh m~v come in front
of %oy, Therefnre when there is ¢ &nn newly born in s
femily in J-v»en they highly an-reciste s nicture nf =
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cern 1In 2 gift given to the child
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Notes

The information presented here by two Issei observers is
partially, at least, of considerable value. I particularly call
attention to that written by Mr. Shotaro Hikida, whose work shows
considerable insight in the analysis of the social groups of this
community and of the Japanese groups. It is my hope to compile a
biographic sketch of both Mr. Hikida and the other Issel observer,

Mr. QOkuno. Mr. Okuno's work is not so valuable as that of Mr. Hikida,
and it will be obvicus from the material presented here that Mr.
Okunot's efforts will have to be directed to some extent, while Mr.
Hikida may be permitted to carry on his own work independently. Mr,
Hikida is formerly Secretary of the San Francisco Japanese Association,
and was interned upon the outbreak of the war, His prestige in the
community is indeed considerable.

Mr. Okuno, on the other hand, is what one might call mild-mannered
and unobtrusive. He is a poet, and was formerly a High School teacher
in Japan. He takes a rather impractical view of material he presents,
and for this reason his efforts must be subject to guidance, I went

over both manuscripts with the respective writers in order to feel out

the material presented. The following addenda are to be rendered for

these manusecripts.




Okuno's Manuscript

It will be seen that Mr. Okuno attempted to do a number of
essays on scattered subjects. These essays offer some food for thought,
but cannot in themselves be conceived to be complete,

(1) The first effort he entitles "A Piece of Wood,"™ and he
presents material pertinent to the household arrangements of the
community, and the necessity for scrap lumber to meet these arrange-
ments. A particularly interesting point comes up in the matter of
the stealing of lumber from the piles left by the contractor in order
to complete the building of the community. The oft-repeated point
comes out in the attitude manifegted by many of the evacuees in the
statement that the stealing of such lumber does not actually consti-
tute a theft., No one plans to take his finished wreations with him,
and thus the lumber is conceived to have been "borrowed" from the
government and will be returned when the war is over, and the evacuees
are allowed to return to their homes. The situation has assumed such
pr0portiogs, however, that meny of the Issei particularly, feel that
their children will develop the bad habit of stealing merely for the
fun of it. The meeting mentioned by Mr. Okuno in Bloek 61 is only one
of a number of similar meetings held about the same time. In the main,

the Nisei seem to do most such stealings, and, says Mr., Okuno, he is

unable to do much to prevent this even though he sees it being done.
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There is always the fear on the part of each member of the community
that he will be branded as a spy, or &s an informer; with the result
that all efforts designed to curtail the stealing of lumber must be
concerted.

(2) Mr. Okuno's second essay deals with what he calls the "Lack
of Privacy." His own suppositions are that neurosis will develop as
a result of overcrowdedness, I questioned Mr. Okuno out on the matter
of privacy, especially with regard to the life of the rural people of
Japan, It is obvious that the close family ties, and the close family
cohabitation is lost in this country, and that even Issei today in
America prefer privacy to the overcrowded house conditions of rural
Japan, The lack of privacy is manifested in every phase of life in
this community. It is hoped that the partitions which are in the pro-
cess of being erected now, will somewhat curtail the difficulties
which have arisen from crowding.

(3) Rumors. Mr. Okuno hasn't given a complete summary of the
rumors in camp. I asked him to continue to track some of them down.
In answer to the question as to the credence placed in rumours of this
camp, he stated that it was mainly the Issei who responded to them, and

in fact, that the rumor mongers were principally Issei., He pointed out

a fact which I am already aware of, namely, that there are groups of

Issei in the camp who sit down, and with malice of forethought spread
rumors with the idea of disrupting and discrediting the efforts of the
administration., The principal place of dissemination of rumors is the

washrooms, and the dining halls, Here, discussions of various rumors
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is bandied about, mainly, as I said, among the Issei. Rumors are
accepted half in doubt and half in belief, It will be seen from
the work of this observer that he is rather concerned over rumors
which he has heard,- about summe heat and the likse.

(4) He discusses the conflict between the Issei and Nisei.
Unfortunately, he does not elaborate as I want him to. A few questions
regarding the responsive positions of the two groups gave the following
significant information. Mr. Okuno points out that Issei are rather
critical of the Nisei in general, but they a;e not critical of their
own Nisei children. The attitude "my son, or daughter, is all right"
is met with considerable frequency. Many Issei tempt to criticize the
fact that other Nisei do not speak Japanese, and are not well versed
in Japanese etiquette and customs. Of their own children, however,
they are secretly proud of the fact that a degree of Americanization
has been reached; and that their children are unable to speak Japanese
with any degree of fluency. Mr. Okuno declaims this point of view as
detrimental to the welfare of the community as a whole, He believes
that the Issei are responsible to all members of the Japanese community
and that they should appreciate the necessary degrees of Americanization
which have been obtained by the Nisei., The point brought out by Mr.

Hikida is amplified here to some extent by Mr. Okuno. This concerns

the most dominant Issei group -- the so-called Hansei or Yobei-yose.

As Mr. Hikida points out, this is the most dominant Issei group
at the moment, and being younger than the run of pioneer Issei, and

being better educated, attitudes of tolerance toward the Nisei are

g

=

)




Notes on Okuno's manuscript

are expressed by them. Their Nisei children, however, are in the
main, younger than the children of the pioneer Issei. Both Mr.

Okuno and Mr. Hikida are members of the Yobei-yose group and consi-
derably more tolerance will be observed in their writings towards the
Nisei generations.

Mr. Okuno taught High School in Japan, and in Tokyo, had & number
of students who had relatives in pgmerica and who, upon graduation
from High School, went to join these relatives there. MNMr. Okuno went
to join a younger brother.

Mr. QOkuno signed a petition recently which requested the permission
by the Federal Government for Issei to hold elective office in the
Relocation Centers. I hope to obtain a copy of this petition, The
arguments in the petition is that the Nisei have been placed in the
seme community as enemy aliens and that because of this, all of the
Japanese share a like position, There has been cmsiderable agitatings
aside from this petition for the Issei to hold elective office. If it
should be granted, Mr. Okuno believes that the Issei willtake a greater
interest in the community, and feel their responsibilities towards it.
He does point out, however, that in the main, the Issei think only of
their own families, not of the community as a whole, or of society as
a whole. They are extremely restricted in their point of view. He
thinks that this narrowness of outlook may be largely checked, if Issei

were allowed to have a voice in the community. This subject of the

generatiors is one of which I expect Mr. Okuno to elaborate.,
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(5) Haiku poems.

lI mention above that Mr. Okuno is a poet. He gives some
analysis of the Haiku poem in his short essay, and points out the
fact that he belongs to the new school of Haiku writers, There is a
group in camp, as he says, of old style Haiku people who adhere closely
to the seventeen syllable pattern. Mr. Okuno subseribes to the school
which demands a kind of pantheistic expression, and is not so closely
bound to form. A group of thirty-odd, interested in Haiku writing, met
in the Block 64 Manager's office for the first time on the 31lst of Qctober
of this year., A Haiku society is thus being drawn up in this community.
It is one in which a small group of Issel have taken considerable interest,
end promises to provide a recreational release for them., At this meeting,
the members read their respective poems and were criticized and commented
on by the group. At the end of the meeting, each man contributed an
unsigned poem, which was placed in a hat. The poems were all read, and
the best ones were selected for their merit. Contests of this kind will
take place from time to time as the Haiku group meets. It is hoped that
prizes may be offered to the best poet. Although the new style of Haiku
does not emphasize the number of syllables, nevertheless, the old style

feeling for brevity remains. In the new school, each Haiku must be bound

by Kiriji words, a"cutting"word, one which lends emphasis or epigrammatic

qualities to the poem. Traditionally, the old style Haiku must denote
season of the year by word, for exemple:; a chestnut, or a frog denotes
the autumn season; fireflies, the summer season; snow, the winter; and
flowers, the spring. This tradition hss been somewhat discarded in the

new-style Haiku,
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(6) sSome Psychology of the Enemy Aliens

It was a little difficult to eliecit just what Mr. Okuno
meant by the statements in this section. I avoided questioning him
on it inasmuch as such discussion would lead to nationalistic points
better omitted. Mr. Okuno is convinced of the martial customs of the
Japanese spirit, and, as he points out, he believes that the Nisei
would lend the same loyalty to this country as the average Japanese
soldier does to his Emperor in Japan., He points out that in Japan,
the children, in the course of their education is brought in contact
with a number of teachings which demand the sacrifice of one's self
to one's country and one's Emperor. Although he points out that we
in this country do not extend our education system to things of that
kind, nevertheless Mr. Okuno defends this view of the Nisei.

(7) In the Psychology of Food Mr. Okuno states that most Issei

would like to keep the Japanese wtyle of eating, and that in spite of
this, when they served American food in their pre-evacuation homes,
they would employ american utensils. He points out that certainly all
of the Japanese (?) observe Thanksgiving and Christmas in the American
way, and that by so doing{ served pmerican foods in the American manner.
The New Year's, however, Japanese foods were served and Japanese utensils

used, In other festive occasions of the Japanese ceremonial calubur,

the custom of preserving old world food habits was still extant. MNr.

Okuno points out an interesting fact regarding the use of milk., He is

not eware that milk was ever considered such as unclean by the Japanese.
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Certain sections of Japan had a taboo against it, particularly goat's
milk. In general, however, it has always been recommended for the
sick, and in Japan today people who can afford milk do get it., He
further states that there is a definite demand for milk on the part
of all the members of this community, Issei included.

(8) Stones.

This work pertains to architecture and landscaping of

the community. I was particularly interested in the religious con-
notations of stone things, particularly of the rather famous wayside
stones of rural Japan,- the so-called Jizo stones. Jizo is a Hindu
Buddhist Deity, a disciple of the Lord Gautama, who lent his properties
of curing and of good luck to certain stones which may be found in
rural Japan today. Embree mentions the fact that Jizo stoms existed
in Kona, Hawaii, but Mr. Okuno does not know of any Jizo stones which
have been brought to this country. It is true that certain people in
the community have placed stores in their gardens, These resemble the
Jizo stones of Japan and Mr. Okuno says that they are placed in the
garden simply to bring back memories of the mother country. They are
simply ordinary stones lacking any divine or magical powers.
Addenda;

X. The Caste.

In his discussion of the Caste, Mr. Okuno mekes a definition

of Shizoku, middle class, and Eta, It is to be remembered that in a

discussion of class distinction in Japan, that there is none of the
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rigid distinction which abownds, let us say, in India; rather, there

is an extant class distinction comparable to that of England. In

modern Japan, certain amount of legislation has been effected, abolishing
social classes. The abolishment of the Samurai goes back to the middle
Meiji Dynasty, possibly the middle 1860's, (which see).

The Samurai were, of course, military captains banded together
under a feudal lord, or Daimyo. The terms shizoku iz used for regis-
tering any town records in Japan. ™"Shi" indicates the character of
Enighthood, while "Zoku" is a normal element denoting "family." Thus,
Shizouku "A Knighted Femily", an analogous to the British peerage. No
Samurai distinction is made in Japan of today, with the one exception
that births, marriages, deaths, and the general femily registry are
kept under the sub-title Shizoku.

In modern Japan, something of class distinction is still felt
because Samurai endogamy persists to some extent. In former times,
such endogamy waes strictly fodlowed for all classes. It was mandatory
that the eldest son of a Samurai family marry the daughter of a family

of corresponding rank, Modern Japan follows this to some extent, and

it sometimes happens that should the scion of a Samurai family marry

into one of the middle classes, he loses his birthright and inheritance.
Of the middle classes, the earlier distinctions are lost,
Agriculture is stillsomewhat superior to mercantile or mechanical enter-
prises. It is interesting to note that in Japan of today, the rule of
primogeniture is still followed. WhHile the first son inherits the entire

property of the father, he has a responsibility as head of the family,
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to the other siblings; and is obliged to take care of their welfarse,
and to dower them at marriage. The Japanese in America have dis-
carded this rule of inheritance almost entirely. Even among the
families who adhere very closely to Japanese ways, wills are legally
drawn up in the western manner and the beneficiaries are specified.
The system of inheritance in Japan, namely that of primogeniture, is
followed by all classes.

The lowest caste, and the one against which greatest discrimi-
nation is made is, of course, that of the Suiheisen, or Eta. People
are careful not to marry into an Eta family, and sometimes, especially

today when there is greater freedom of travel, the Baishaku-nin are

obliged to go to the Town Hall to check up on the family antecedents

before they attempt to arrange a marriage. Since Meiji, Eta records
have been kept in the public halls of every town and village. Each
femily is represented. The record does not specifically state that
the family is Eta, but because before Meiji the Eta had no citizenship,
records were not kept, hence in order to determine that the family is
Eta, it is necessary solely to look at the record and see if it goes
back to the pre-Meiji days. Usually, it is not necessary for the go-
between to check up on the family in this way, because the family ante-
cedents in a given community are pretty well known.

A distinction is made agaims t people from Fukui-ken, where a good
many Eta are alleged to have settled, and a warning is generally given
to families contemplating marriage with members of the Fukui Kenjin-kai, -

"they may be Eta.m
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The earlier distinction felt today in Hawaii against Okinawa
or Riukiyu Islanders is not felt in America. Very few of the Semurai
class came to America. Those families who did were generally younger
sons who would not have inherited the paternal estates. Samurai dis-
tinctions are therefore lost. I heard of only one case here at Gila,
resulting from an argument between two women. One of the women in-
volved stated, "Oh, that woman mekes me sick; she puts on airs because
she is & Samurai."

The distinction against the Ete is felt by many Issei, but the

feeling among the Nisei is lost, except where parents are insistent

upon observing such distinctions. Cccasionally, rumors are started

that this person or that person is Eta. It cannot be proved, and
this tends further to break down social lines.

Some individuals in America have contacted the Japanese Consulate
and obtained information from Japan as to whether such and such a
person belongs to the prior caste. Certain communities in rural
California were known to have been Eta, and in the Center today, these
Eta-people group together for social reasons. Even in such cases,
however, the distinction is not too well defined, but manifested mainly
among members of the first generation. The Yobi-Yose do not take the
social distinetion into account, it is, rather, the pioneer Issei who
remember it.

XI. THE KIBEI NISEI

Mr. Okuno bears out my earlier contention that Kibei is a

term now representative rather of an attitude than an experience.
People who think like Kibei are conceived to be Kibei, whether they

have been in Japan or nots Thus the meaning of Kibei has lost its
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significance, and is indicative of a social class of younger people.
The case that Mr. Ckuno mentions, regarding the estrangement of father
end son a5 a result of the son's education in Japan, will need a little
elaboration here. Okuno was concerned because he had been called upon
to act as go-between between father and son in establishing & more
amicable relationship. I believe the situation described here, is
rather typical in this respect. While in Japen, and living with his
grandmother, the boy had somewhat idealized his father, and upon his
return to Americe he found that the father did not live up to the pre-
conceived expectations, Although the boy developed a deep affectiocn
for his mother, who had apparently retained a greater degree of Japanese
culture, he could not get along with his father, due apparently to the
fact that his father had achieved a greater degree of Americanization.
He had difficulty in getting along with his brothers and sisters, and
his mother was continually drawn in as intermediary between them. The
brothers and sisters had not been to Japan. The situation was smoothed
over by the fact that the boy continued his education in an American
university, and was gredually drawin into his femily group and away
from the Japanese way of thinking.

Addenda to Mr. Okuno's manuscript will follow from time to time
as he contributes other essays. There is one matter which I would like

to bring up here, which will come out more fully in the autobiography

of lr. Qkuno. Question of adoption, so common in Japanese society, is

shown to exist in America as well, Mr. Okuno mentions the fact that
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his mother's family adopted his father to be the eldest son, and to

carry on the Okuno neme. In keeping with the necessity for reverence
to the ancestral tablets and the carrying on of the family name,
adoption of sons is sometimes rather necessary. It has taken place
frequently in the United States. I shall be interested in eliciting
further informetion regarding it and tracking down some such cases in

this Center.




Y. Okwno - No. 1

A Piece of Wood

Since we have been evacuated we are all realizing the import-
ance of a plece of wood, Right after we arrived at the Tulare Camp
the first thing we did was to search for mails and some odds and
ends of sorap lumber which carpenters left in some of the vacant
barracks. The greatest inconvenience we felt was the lack of chairs
to sit on and tables or shelves to put on those small things of our
daily uﬁe.

We almost grabbed any plece of wood for that purpose and managed
to make whatever necessary for our daily life, even though in a very
rustic way. At the Tulare Camp there was a race for getting any kind
of wood available to meet our needs,

In Gila Camp here we find that much more scrap lumber is available
for our use and those who were used to be quite satisfied with any
small dirty piece of lumber at Tulare are now craving better and better
pieces of lumber. This seems to be human psychology, and Japanese people
especially, have always a certain tendency of competing with each other
to show their skill, looking for satisfaction in their superior accomplish=-

ment. This has created almost fantastic craving for better lumber.

Nowadays, there are a few lumber thieves near our block (No. 61), as

& factory is being constructed nearyy, and there is some new lumber piled

up. The oth?r day we had our block meeting to discuss the checking of such
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a bad habit of stealing lumber, becauss it will give a very bad effect
especially on younger people. All the representatives from each barrack
heard the reports of such stealing by the eye witnesses and felt very
ashamed of having such incontinent people among our evacuees and decided
that each one of us will do our best to check such conduect, though we
found that most of such stealing was being done by the people of other
blocks.

Though I am not sure how much we can do in this matter as an indivi-

dual, I felt very happy to know that all present at the meeting were so

eager to stop such a shameful practice, whutever their reasons there may

be. Also, we decided to report the matter to the police department which
we did, and after that we found that the number of the guards at the

factory was considerably inoreased.
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The Lack of Privaoy

The lack of privacy is most keenly felt by the evacuees in the
camp for the {first tims in their life. We have faced the simple
faoct that human beingé have sc many seorets to hide from each other.

I mean those secrets which are not immoral ai: all, but which we have
to hide rather according to owr human manners or chastity.

In ordinary times we are not so aware of those things, but in
the camp where two or more familiess must live in an apartment without
any partitions, the need for privacy is so badly felt that some of the
weak -minded people may go crazy if we have to go on this way for a
long tire. I Jmow of a few cases of quarrels between families, the
matter of which came up to the Social Welfare Dept. in Tulare, but I
think there are many more ceses which did not become publie.

On my part, how I long for a quiet family life in which Daddy ahd
Mamna sit aorosé the dinner table with my daughter and her uncle on
the other sides. In our oity life my wife and daughter rather wanted
to dine in publie places once in a while, but now we have to dine always
in public. When we (all my family) go to the mess hall, we want to sit
together as much as possible, but we cannot always do so, because the
waitresses urge us to go in and fill any vacant seats left before us,
and very often we have to sit down at far separated seats.

In the Tulare Camp %Fre we had berrack epartments, the partitions
of which were open on the top, we may suy that five or six families

lived in one big room, as we could hear whatever talk or noise in the
other apartments. '

Fathers cannot stop snoring and bables cannot stop erying -- we
cannot help those things in our 1life -~ and it is quite natural that we

have to face the difficult problems here which are not so diffiocult in

our ordinary life.
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Rumours

Just like hustling Autumn leaves, we don't know where
the rumours come from, but there are rumours and rumours in
the camp,

In the Gila Camp here, the first rumour we heard of was
that the place is 80 hot in the summer time that even the Indians
cannot stand it and will move out to somewhere else in the summer
time end that those Indiens said "by the end of the next summer the
half of the Japs will be gone by the excessive heat." Though we
do not believe entirely in such a rumour, naturally we are all
conocerned about the heat here in the next summer, because we
arrived here at the end of August this year and found it much hot-

ter than Tulare, where it was pretty hot for us, What will the

heat of June ami July be here?

We had some other rumows such as "a boy was killed by a
scorpion” or "another w:s killed by a rattle snake " etc. How
much truth there is in such rumours I don't know, but it may be
& good warning to the people not to stroll far away in the desert
in the night time, Especially, such rumours as "a man who was
trying to steal lumber was bitten by a rattle snake which was
hiding itself under the lumber" was good, because it may somewhat

discourage the stealing of lumber, as I am much disgusted about

this lumber situation,




Y. Okuno -« No. 3

I know that this stealing was started by necessity at
first, as we had no chairs nor tables furnished in owr barracks
and we felt many inconveniences without those necessities of
life, However, I am much afraid if such experiences may develop
into the habit of stealing things by younger people for the sake
of mere excitement or thrill and thus may create some cases of
habitual stealing -- the interest in the stealing itself and

not in the goods stolen,

Walter Tsukemato killed at Tule Lake. [Notation added in ink])
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Issei vs. Nisei

(Pirst Generation vs. Second Generation)

8ince we were evacuated to the Tulare Camp, the demarcation
between Issel and Nisei has been distineotly felt. The Fathers
and Sons in our ordinary time have to face each other as citizens
V8. enemy aliens. One group, mostly educated in Japan, who have
devoted almost half of their lives in establishing their homes
as immigrants in this ocountry and bringing up their American-born
children, are mostly old now and some of them are fast approaching
decreptitude. The other group, born and educated in the U.S.A.,
who are young and ambitious, are just approaching the age which
urges them to enter into various enterprises at their own discretion.
It is quite natural that there should be a certain discrepanocy
between those two groups. There is & natural tendenoy of the
older people to try to educste younger people in the same way as
they were educated, while the young people are always alive to
the new system of educatior which is developed in the modern schools,

On top of that, there is & distinot difference between the two groups,

one being oitiszens of the United States and the other being aliens,

Under such circumstances, we found many complaints from the
Issei in Tulare Camp, especlally about the elective services ocarried

out exolusively by the Nisei. The main trouble seems to come from
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those older people who think that the most of the Nisei are still too

young to be entrusted with such important services which will control the
whole community. On the other hand, the Nisei people think that some of
the Issel people have not right understanding of the Nisei as U.S. citizens.

There is a certain underlying feeling among the Issei that in the camp
there should not be any distinction of dtizens and aliens so long as the
U.S. Government has disregarded the citizenship of the Nisei and placed
them in the same camp with the enemy aliens.

However, the Nisel peiple who have been educated in the American way
are determined to be loyal to their own country, fully understending their
situation in these war times, and are striving to create a demoeratic
community here according to their American idea of government,

In the Gila Camp at first we saw that those different ideas were
underlying among the two groups and at some times things looked pretty
serious, as such dissension was aggravated psychologically by all the un-
settled conditions of the camp. When we first arrived here, there was no
light, no hot w.ter and no water in each barrack, excepting the toilet
end shawer rooms, and allour barracks were surrounded with deep ditches for
pipes. Under such conditions, everybody has certain diamcontented feeling

always, and this will reflect generally on the underlying dissension between

the said two groups,

such
However, it seems to me that it is only a question of time when /a

discrepancy will be forgotten because the Issei and the Nisei are the

fathers and sons after all, and in the course of time the older people will

have to follow the younger people graduaily, without the least knowledge of
their own change.,
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Haiku Poems

(Short Japanese Poems)

Haiku (or Hokku) is a kind of very short poem,- only one line
or two, and consisting of only seventeen words or characters, which
is peculiar to Japanese people, This kind of poem was developed in
Japan in-a- several hundred years and was very popular during the

Tokugawa dynasty. But about thirty years ago there was a revolution

in the form and idea of the Haiku poem.

During the long years of tradition the real spirits of the Haiku

was very often forgotten and all the poets in this group confined them-
selves to the pre-determined forms and rather toyed with the poems, no-
body trying to break the shell of such a traditicn. However, about
thirty years ago the two poets, Hekigodo and Seisensui, have started
the new style of Haiku poem entirely free from the old forms. The
main difference is that the old Haiku stiks to the predetermined form --
the limitation in the number of words, ete,, while the new style does
not emphasise such e form, but puts stress on the spiritual side of
the poem, while the poem is more free in style. I myself belong to the
group of this new style Haiku poets.

Ia my mind, the Haiku is a nature poem. We poets are only agents
to translate the poems which exist in nature into our own language., You

may find the essence of Haiku everywhere in nature and in humen life,




i
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What you have to do is to open your mind's eye to whatever there is
presented by Nature, and whenever anything appeals to your poetical sense
you just honestly take it and translate it into your words - there will
be your Haiku poem, Therefore, all of the Haiku poets are nature-loving
or nature-worshipping men.

One of the most famous old Haiku is composed by Basho, the father
of Haiku poems, who lived about two hundred years ago, and may be
translated as follows;

OHt Deserted pond! Lister there!
Only the sound of a frog,
Jumping into the water.

(Original - Furuikeya Kawa mu Tobikomu Mizu no oto.)

In this poem your imagination will visualize an old pond around
which some tall grasses and weeds are grown and a very quiet atmosphere
where you are sitting alone listening to the sound of Jumping frogs,
There, you are quite absorbed in Nature itself.

Now, let me translate a few of my poems which composed in the Tulare
camp.

In the Wind,
The Tree danced all day long,
Now quietly stands in the Solitude of Evening

The Moon shining over our Barracks.

(Original - Hinemoso Kazeni Odotta Kiga
Shizumatte Barrack no Tuski.)




Through the thickness of Leaves,
There is a ray of Sunshine,
And there, a Bird, silhouetted.

(Shigeri Fukaku Hitosu-Ji no Hi mi
Tori no orurashi)

Out of the Flowerf
Into the morning Sum,
Something oomes out, clad in Pollen.

(Asa no Kikarini Kafun 0 Tsukete
Dete Kuru Mono)

Of couwrse it must be an insect, but we cannot
distinguish it, as it is all oclothed in pollen.)

These poems seem to be peculiarly well adapted to the Japanese

language, and when we translate them into Bnzlish they lose the vivid-

ness of expression though they retain their meaning.




Psychology of Enemy Aliens

We know that we are just the viotims of the war and that we
have nothing to do with the war itself, and we try to forget about it.
But still we cannot help but think of things in the camp in terms of
the war, because all the world is war-minded, and it reflects upon our
community here.

We cannot have soreens in owr windows and are told that the materials
will not be available because of the war. We are told that the construct-
ion of the school buildings will be delayed on account of the shortage of
lumber end other materials, because of the war-- and so on and so on., We
needed some of the carpenters' tools for our family use and ordered them
from Sears, Roebuck and Co., the other day, but only half of our order
was filled on account of the wer ocondition.

All those things teach us that we are not/ctn}:;y members of the come
munity who are the vioctims of the war, but that all the people of the
world are in the same circumstence. We, the evacuees, are rather lucky
in a way, because we do not have to worry ourselves about getting those
things which are of vital mecessity to us. The Government will do all the
worrying for us. We must be thankful for this reason, rather than to be
discontented.

However, our situation here is very complicated, because we are

olvilian evacuees and are not regarded as prisoners of war, end moreover

We are placed in the camp together with the Nisei who are the citigens

of the United States, I think this is the first time in U.8. history

that we have had such a strange community,
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What kind of bearing will it have upon the Democratisc way of
government? Will it not affect the spirit of Democracy because it

is mutually understood to be only & wartime measure? However, the faot
that the U.S. Government placed its own citizens in the enemy aliens'
camp will remain as a fact forever, and why it was necessary to do so
will be a matter of discussion for the future.

From our standpoint o view as fathers of those Nisei, we sincerely
desire to see thoﬁ young people given their chance of staying outside
of the camp to fight for the cause of Democracy, because we know they
have good qualities as oitisens of the United States, If they were sent
to the battlefield, they would fight for their own country (U.S.A.) as
if they were fanatics.

By the way, we often see the American Newspapers ssy tiat Japanese
soldiers fight like fanatics, Those who do not understand the Japanese
psychology may think those Japanese soldiers are fanatios, but it is
entirely wrong. They are not fanatiocs at all, They know their positions
very well and fully understand that their death is not in vain, as it

appears, and thus results their happy death whenever the battle is not in

their favor.

I believe that most of the Nisei people have the same kind of spirit

and will aot in the same way, if they are given a chance of fighting for

this country. This spirit will be shown in any other engagement they may

be called upon to make at this oritical moment.
In this respect, I greatly regret that they have to be confined in
the enemy camp, not speaking of 'pros and cong'of their evaocuation,
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Psychology of Food

In old Japanese teaching cultured people, especially the
"Sajurai group", made light of eating as a worldly matter, because
it was their higher ideal to lead a more spiritual life, One of our
old proverbs says "Bushi wa Kuwando Takayoji", which means "Even when
Bushi (Samurai) has nothing to eat, he calmly uses his tooth pick (pre-
tending that he has just finished his dinner). A Semurai was educated
never to lose his self-respect, and even when hungry he will never com-
plain about it, rather pretending as if he is not hungry at all,

Such self-dénial was deemed as an accomplishment of the higher
culture in owr old education, but such an idea has been changed along
with the development of modern educational system in Japan, The modern
schools in Japan teach people the importance of human physiology and
hygiene, thus gradually changing the old idea of striet spiritualism into
& mild form of materialism. In other words, the people of Japan are now
beginning to realize that even if we had e strong spirit to survive, it
will be quite impossible unless we have materials for our survival, and
8o long as we have to continue our existence, we had better provide our

food on a scientific basis so that we may lead a better life and may

render better services to our society.

Confueious, the famous Chinese sage, said "Ishoku Tarite reisetsu

o Shiru", which means "you can talk etiquette with a man only when he is

satiated," This gives us one important espect of the truth,
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When we first arrived at the Tulare Cemp, we did not have satisfactory
food for us, as things were not well started yet and there were ocertain
feelings of discontentment and complaints, naturally. This feeling some-
what reflected on the spiritual side of the people, thus creating a
certain kind of radicalism, temporarily, enyway,

The same kind of undercurrent was felt at the Gila Camp first, Here
again, the underlying factors are provided by the poor living conditions
of the camp and the poor services of the mess halls especially, However,
this seems to me to be only the question of time, and when everything
shall be carried out according to the plan and everybody shall be satis=
fied with his living condition, then people will be able toreflect
and realige their real situation under the circumstances.

People are apt to forget about the importance of those things such
as food and housing, ete., in our ordinary life, because we are always
well provided with the thinge we need, but when we actually face the
shortage of food, water, or the lack of lighting, etec., then we realize
that we are much affected by those things in a spritual way,

All those things, however, will be settled by the great factor called

"time", because right or wrong the time will go on and on, and those things

will remain only in our memory in future, and then finally may be forgotten,
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In the Gila Camp we have a much larger area than at Tulare.
Having meny small mountains and vast wasteland around where we may
stroll about any time we desire, many of the evaocuees have begun to
collect some stones.

A friend of mine who came back from the North Dakota camp about
two months ego brought with him quite & collection of novel stones,
some of them being well polished and made into an inkstand or something
like that. Those stones are so beautiful when polished and will make
nice novelties. I understend thet it is their daily work for the in-
ternees at the North Dakota to search for such stones in the camp ground.
Some of Japanese people are very clever in making such novelty goods, and
I am very often surprised to ses how nicely those things are made, when
I conslider that they have not muny tools to make such artistic goods in
the camp,

However, many of the Gila residents are now colleoting some stones
not for novelties, but for the purpose of making gardens around their
apartment houses, and they are doing a wonderful job. It is a very tedi-

ous and laborious work to collect so meny stones, ocarrying them one by

one & long way from the mountains or desert to their homes, but for the

time being at least they have spare time, and so long as they do not mind

their labor they will have a big pile of stones at their barrack doors
in the course of time.
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I see already now many houses which have a beautiful pond in front
of them or at their side, many fancy-shaped stones being arranged around
it and a half-dozen or so of carp swimming gayfully in it. Around the

pond we see some green shrubs and some cactus planted nicely between the

rocks and one or two stone lanterns made with some of the f‘anoy-—shapod

stones which must be gathered through many tiresome trips to the neighbor-
ing mounteins,
Indeed, the evecuees here are doing a very good job of meking their

barrack=homes comfortable.




A Bread Line

When we first evacuated to the Tulare Camp we felt a little shy
to stand in ine for the mess hall, as we never had experienced in our
previ&us life the waiting in line for free meals, It would be quite
shameful for us to beg for a free meal in our ordinary life. Many of
my friends there told me of the same feeling.,

But now our situation is entirely changed., It 1s beyond our
power now to provide ourselves with those necessities of our life. 1In
e way, our lives are at the mercy of the Government of the United States.
On our pert, only what we need is our courage to stand in line for our
bread. "Be courageous, everybody, and stand in the bread line."™ This
was our first feeling in the Camp.

However, as the time goes on, we begin to feel a little easier

about this matter, taking the thing as our routine work., We get new

friends while standing on the line and now-a-days we talk to each other

with a joke or two as the line moves on very slowly,

We hear of bread lines in scme of the European sountries when a
relief ship arrives there with some food from the United States, For
those people in Burope a piece of bread means life or death, and their

bread line is of vital importance so that they mey not afford to be shy

to stand in line,
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Compared with this kind of bread lire owr mess hall line may be
called a luxury line, as we can go on the line joyfully by joking each
other without any fear at all that the supply of the food will be out
by the time our turn comes, Our only complaint will come when it takes
too long in the line. Fortunately, our experiences both at Tulare and
Gila camps were not so bad in this respect, as our average waiting time
was rougchly speaking about fifteen minutes to twenty. A friend of mine
at Sante Anita cemp wrote me that he has to wait in line at least half
en hour and very often so long as one hour or more, and he complains
that it wes so terrible on rainy deys that a few of the older people
preferred to stay home rather than have dimmer by waiting so long,

All those complaints, however, show that we, all the evaocuees, are

not yet facing our real problem of life or death as are those poor peocple

in some European cowntries. Though both they and we are equally the vio-
tims of the war, there is a vast difference between their situation and

ours, and we evacuees must be thankful for our better position so far.
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In old Japan there used to be four regular classes of people
anl one lowest class which even does not come under the regular
classification of citigens,

The four classes are Shizoku (Samurai group) No-class (farmers),

Ko-class (Artisans) and Sho-class (merchents), Beside these, there

was one lowest olass ocalled "Eﬁa", which will correspond to the Gypsy

in the United States. They were not regarded as citizens of the country

of-tke until the Meiji dynasty.

However, there was no distinet demarecation between those classes
of farmers, eartisans, and merchants, the difference being only of their
professions rather than the caste, but there was,gistinct line between
the Samurai group and other classes, and between the Eta class and other
classes, 8o, practically, we may say that there were only three classes
as the aoctual cast in Japan, excepting the religious group, - that is, =
Samurai class, ordinary eitigzens, and the Eta class.

The importance of those classes in Japan was prevalent until about
the middle of the Meiji Dynasty (some fifty years ago) so far as I know,
But gradually the olass idea has died away, especially as the government
end leaders of the people began to emphasigze the importance of the industry
and the foreign trade, and as the natural result even the song of the
Samural group were sent to technical schools or the commereial schools

to learn to become merchants or techniecians.
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However, the feeling of people against the "eta" class as the

lowest class of people, though they were given oitizenship by the

State, has persisted for a long time, and even now when it comes to

the matter of the marriage, the first thing the families concernad will

do is to investigate the freedom of the other party from the blood of the
determined

"Eta" class. This can be easily/in Japan, as we can ses the record of

femilies at the City Hall.

There 1s a common impression that there have been flows of the Eta
people nigrating into the United States, because they found this country
to be the best place of refuge, but we have no way of finding the extent
of the Eta immigrants.

Those Eta people have no conspiolious difference in their appearance
from ordinary Japmnese, excepting their dirty clothing generally, and
that more of them have certain eye diseases which come from the lack of
sanitation. But when they migrate into this country, there is no such
difference, and they are assimilated into Japanese society. So we may
say that there is no noticeable class idea among the Japanese immigrants
in the United States.

There were & very few cases I know of where tragedies arose from the
class difference. A son of one femily I know fell in love with a beauti-
ful girl and wanted to marry her, but his parents found that the girl
belonged to an Eta family and did not agree to thelr marriage. As a result,

the parents lost their som, as he loved the girl so much thet he ran away
with her.

The more we have such inter-marriage between the differenet classes,

the more the class idea will fade away, and I believe that there will be

no such class idea at all when our Nisei will prevail,
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The Kibel Nisel

The Japanese word "Nisei" means the second generation and in
America we meen espeoially those young people who were borm in the
United States, and the word "Kibei" means "returned to America."™ 8o
"Kibei Nisei" means those Americam-born young people who were sent to
Japan for their education for some family reason and have returned to
this country again. Those Nisei who just visited Yapan for & short
while for the purpose of sight seeing, etc., are not called "Fibei", tut
they must have lived in Japan for some time, at least two or three years
or more, so that they may be called Kibei.

A Tew of Kibel Nisel were sent to Japean for the special purpose o
having Japanese education, but most of them were sent there on account
of certain family circumstances. There are many examples in which the
mother got sick and was sent back to Japan with her children, or the
mother died and the father could not work outside with the small ones
at home and neturally they were sent to some relatives in Japan, ete.

' The Kibel Nisei belong to an intermediate group in thought,
especially between the Issei and the Nisel. Most of the time they can

speak both Japanese and English pretty well, excepting a few who were

seit to Jppw as infants and were educated to speak Japanese there. Their

ideas are generally different from those of the Nisei and are tinged
with Issei ideas, as most of them understand Japan better than the Nisel

and naturally are more sympathetic with Japan, except for certain personal

difference.
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This group of Kibei Nisei will be very well fitted in some work
which needs hard toil, such as farm labor, because they have been
trained in Jowan to stand any such hard work, On the other hand, they
must be educated in American ways just as the Issel people experienced,
and I believe that all of them can be bréught up as citigens of the
United States in the course of time,

There are a few examples I know of the Kibel Nisel who found trouble
in ocoming back to this country,

A friend of mine in San Francisco had a son who was sent to his
grendmother in Japan when very young because of his mother's illness,
and he finished high school there. When he came back to this country,
there wﬁa a certain barrier between him and his father, Both the father
and the son were aware of the fact and tried to find out the cause, but
cauld not point out any particular reason, Anyhow, it was a certain
feeling on the part of the son that the father did not seem 0 bs his real
father, This feeling continued for several years and all this while this
boy wanted to go home to Japan and to his grandmother, but all the time I
advised him to stay here with more patience. Finally, we sent him to an
American family as a school boy. During the several years he stayed there,

attending school, this family trouble gradually disappeared.
In such & case, the patience of both the father and the gon is very

important to get away from such feeling, because it is so hard to change

one's feeling as sometimes to seem beyond one's eontrol. It will be rather
an easy tesk for us to remove some trouble which has certain tangible cause
but it will take a long, long time to change feelings for which we are not

able to find any conerete cause.

The matter of Kibei Nisei has much tc do with the culture of their
sentimental side rather than their intellectual side, and thus it presents

us with very diffieult problems.
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We have many amateur fishermen among the evacuees here.

Many of those who have noregular job yet are going to the canals to
fish carps and catfish, etc, A carp in Japan is one of the most
popular fish and has many stories and traditions about it.

In Japan a carp is supposed to be a very strong fish against the
ourrent, going up through any torrent. Though rather imaginary, we
have a famous proverb of "Koi No Taki Nobori", which means "Swimming
up the waterfall of a carp". It is an emblem of an undaunted spirit
to get over any hardship which may come in front of you., Therefore,
when there is a son newly-born in a femily in Japan, they highly

appreciate a picture of a carp in a gift given to the ehild,

Every boy in a family is given a paper or silk banner made in

the shape of a carp which is always displayed in the backyard or some-
where on the fifth day of May of each year. This day in Japan is
traditionally regarded as "boys! day" and is celebrated by all the boys
throughout the country. This corresponds to the third of March, which
is a Mgirls' day" and is celebrated by all the girls with a doll
festival in each family,

Not only does the carp plays en important part in the Japanese
tradition as above mentioned, but it plays an important part as food.
The cerp is the king of the plain water fish, as a red porgy is re-
garded as the king of the sea fish, A few evacuees who fish carp here
say that they have tried the carp they caught and found it very good

as "Sashimi" -- raw fish.




Y. Okuno - No. 12 (cont,)

However, most of the evacuees are taking the carp in a bucket
with water when cayght, for the purpose of keeping them in their ponds

to enhance the beauty of their gardens., We see quite a few gardens

in our camp which have fancy~shaped ponds with many large and small

carp swimming gayly, end I like to stop very often to watoh them, -

the emblem of undaunted spirit.




Y. Okuno - No. 13

The Third Day of November

It is the third day of November today, the day whiech I can
recall with my happy memory of my boyhood, because it is the birthday
of the late Emperor Mei-ji of Japan, and I had been used to partiocipate
in the national celebration of the day since I was a child until I
left Japan in 1918.

However, I often forgot about the day since I came to this
country because I have'been very busy always, just as other immigrants
are and have had no chance of celebrating the day for twenty-five
years. But this year, I wes rather free from the worldly affairs
because of our evacuation and had time enough to meditate on this day
in the camp.

It seems to me the Emperor Meiji was the greatest emperor in all
time in Japan, because he had successfully acoomplished the greatest
politicel and economical revolution of ow country and started the new
type of politieal and educational system for the Japanese people.

Before that, the Japanese nation was fast asleep for about thres

hundred years during the Tokugawa régime, shutting her entirely to all

outside nations. This period was very costly to Japan, I think, and
had
if Japan/had a ohance of opening her door sooner she might have been

developed much earlier.




Y. Okuno - No. 13 (econt,)

The Emperor Melji wes born under the Tokugawa régimo and

underwent the extreme hardship since he was young, being the nominal
head of the country and without any power at all, but he took
advantage of the changing world and adapted himself well to the
developing situation., He must hee been a great man, having a keen
insight concerning his men and their future, to have accomplished
such a great work of reconstruction of a country and to lay such
& foundation for its future prosperity.

I Just happened to remember todey us the birthday of our honored
Emperor Heiji, to whom it was my ocustom to pay my deep respect in my

boyhood, end I wish to dedicate this piece to him.




