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On Monday, June 15, 1942, accompanied by Major Norman &easl ey 

of .CCA, I made an inspection of the reception centers a t Pomona and 

Santa Anita. 

The Pomona Center is located on the Fair Grounds and there are 

approximately 5#000 Japanese at the camp. Mr. Laughton, of the civ-

ilian staff, showed ue through, A  number of physical details about 

the c&isp need correction. Streets should be better graded and should 

have some gravel surface. Provisions for the reception of v isitors 

are bad. I checked definitely on the food situation at Pom ona since 

we had received a complaint. The staff admitted that there w as some 

confusion at the outset, but that this seeiss to have been c orrected.  -

Definitely there are no concessions at Posona of any kind or charac-

ter. All food is requisitioned from the Quartermasters Cor ps of the 

Army. The hospital at the camp, I was told, lacked adequate facili-

ties and should be expanded. Here, as at Santa Anita, we wer e told 

by the civilian staff, that there was an undercurrent of rese ntment 

in the camp, but that it was not of major proportions* at Sa nta 

Anita, there «re regular "milk stations" throughout the ca s>p to pro-

vide milk and special formulas for youngsters. There is no newspaper 

at Pomona. I had been told by Major Beasley that there was no ce nsor-

ship on communications, but that the camp would not admit a ny publlca-
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tions in the Japanese language. However, Laugh ton of the civ ilian 

staff, told me on the side that there was a regular postal o r mili-

tary censorship on the sail, which confirms my own impress ions. 

There is an interesting craft project at Pomona,  * hicfa  should re-

ceive support and backing, I have never seen such marvelou s ingen-» 

ulty in improvising really beautifully decorated objects out of tin 

cans, bottle, rags, and even bottle tops. They were also c arving 

out of scr&p timber wooden shoes to wear in the showers, de corating 

trier? very attractively. There is a small library and the li brarian 

told us there was a great demand for what books were availab le. 

There is also, of course, an auxiliary police force made up o f volun-

teers from the camp, and a fire department. I told that ge neral 

procedure on reception was as follows! 

a very hasty physical examination} a social esse history}  assign-

ment to quarters} brief explanation of rules end regulatio ns. 

Incidentally, these case histories should provide a mine of informa-

tion and should unquestionably be analyzed by WRA at a la ter date 

under some kind of specially set up survey research project s. There 

is only a slight discipline problem. The officials here, as a t San-

ta Anita, had nothing but praise for the adaptability of the p eople. 

There is a lack of comarunity facilities at iomons, *hich I understand 

will be remedied. In one of the halls used for kindergarten t hey 

hold religious services, and I am told that the turnout h as been 
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interesting. The Sunday prior to our vip-it there «ere  six or seven 

different services and quite a large service on Memorial Da y, Aside 

fron the kindergartens which are operated by residents o f camp and 

were organised by these residents, there are no school faci lities. 

Whether because of size, etc., or not, I cannot tell, but B̂ r 

general impression was that Santa Anita was far more inte resting and 

had more vitality, for some reason. I had thought previousl y that 

smaller communities would be desirable, but I am now p repared to 

modify this impression. 

En route to the camp I had asked Major Beasley about the cas es 

of mixed marriages, etc., and in particular mentioned the S mith-Hay-

ward case at Pomona. He denied all tnovrledgf? of the case, d oubted ^ 

that such a state of facts could exist. However, Mr. Laughton at 

the cemp, was quite familiar fcith the case sane confirmed in all de-

tails the facts which had been given to me. There are 21 mem bers of 

this family in the Pomona Center, making up nine marriages . There 

are children in seven of the marriages. All of these youngst ers are 

in the camp. Two of the white husbands are outside the camp. On e^of 

the white husbands is with his wife in the cemp. Laughton  as  id he had 

written the entire case up, had submitted it to i-an Frencio co, but had 

not received authorization to release them. In hip Judgme nt they should 

be released. &ajor Beasley seemed surprised that they h?>d n ot been re-

leased and suggested that Laughton send the file up for r eview. This 

vould indicate to me a lack of proper functioning within the  organiza-



tlon itself. (This case involves the children of one, Hayos hi, »ho 

la part Japanese and part French and who Harried & Caucasian. At 

the time of his marriage he took the name of H&yw&rd. H&yosh i was, 

as I understand it, only one-fourth Japanese to begin with. ) 

At the time of our visit to Santa Anita there were 18,562 

people  in the camp. At Santa Anita we were shown through the csaf 

by Mr. L. W. Feader and by Gene Wilbur. Santa Anita is a very excit-

ing and indescribably moving spectacle. 3y and large I woul d say that 

it represents a miracle of organisation and that they are do ing every 

good job so far as sanitation, health, feeding and shelte r are con-

cerned. I talked to half a dozen or so friends wao are in the cam p. 

None of then had any complaints about the food. Of course they all 

complained about having to eat in mess  tells  — the fact that they can-

not prepare their own food, etc., but this is, of course, unav oidable. 

Also there is a problem about waiting during the meal shifts . We saw 

lines outside soote of the mess halls stretching for a block a nd a half* 

These people were waiting their turns. The camp is made up of some 

seven districts. In the stables which have been converte d into bar-

racks there were about 3500 people, and if anything, I would s ay that 

the stables were somewhat better so far as construction was concerned 

than the newly constructed part of the camp. 



5.  

They have recently set up a camp council at Santa Anita. Th ere 

are seven councilmen, each representing a district in t he camp. They, 

in turn, will select a chairman. The issei group is, strang ely enough, 

almost le&derless since «any of their leaders are in Misso ula, Montana 

or the other internment camps. One would think that this wou ld have 

provided the nisei with the opportunity to assume almost  complete lead-

ership, but such is not the case. The nisei heve four, the isee i three, 

members of the council. It was interesting that her«'- for the first time 

the issei had a chance to take part in a way in a democratic e lection. 

In other «Wis, they were voting for the first time in their li ves. . 

All adult residents of tne camp were permitted to vote, h ut only »"bout 

1,1% of those eligible to vote actually voted in the election. ly friend, 

Pat Okurs, is a  raessber  of tae council. He told me that part of the dif-

ficulty was that aany of the nisei were cynicaland took no pert in the 

election, saying in substance, "It*e a heluva not* to talk to ue about 

democratic self-government, etc., when we cannot even ex ercise our 

rights American citizens." However, Oleara seemed to thin k that this 

attitude would change, particularly if the council was ab le to really 

assist the adminstration and get some of their points acros s. He said 

that to date the management had not. listened at all to the pe ople and 

that there was virtually no contact between the residents  and the man-

agement. The effect of this was strikingly apparent in what he told me 



about personnel. (Incidentally, Oicura was formerly pe rsonnel techni-

cian with the City Civil Service Cows ission,) He said tha t in assign-

ing people to jobs the management had not followed any per sonnel poli-

cy. In fact, they had announced that in all the work projects i t was 

t- case of first come iirst served, the only exception bei ng that if $ 

man was a doctor they would, of course, put him on hospital d uty. 

Qkure feels that far better results could be obtained by actu ally ia-

terviewing people and finding out what they were qualifie d to do. He 

stated, for example, and my own impressions confirm whatne s aid, that 

the auxiliary police force was made up of young toughs in th e ca mp who 

did not want to volunteer for anything else. 

Santa Anita has almost everything thfit a good sized city  would 

have — police force, fire department, newspaper, etc. Ther e are a 

number of canteens and post offices scattered about throug h the camp. 

At the canteens you can buy some 700 articles, ranging from a spirin to 

a coke. Milk« stations are conveniently located througho ut the camp. 

Showers and toilets are scattered throughout the camp, bu t in many 

cases are quite a distance from living quarters. The camp is v ery 

neat and orderly and they have their own rubbish collection s ervice 

operated by members of the camp. The utmost ingenuity has been exer-

cised by the residents in decorating their living quarters, and they 

show much good humor about the whole setup. Streets are celle d "Bur-

lap Row* and there is a house with a sign painted on it, "Hau nted 

House - Woooo Woooo", One fello*« had improvised a sink in his cabin, 



every dftail of which was made up of handcurved wood, includi ng fau-

cets, pipes, etc. They heve tried to decorate their homes a rid there 

are little miniature victory gardens throughout the c&r op. It is hor-

ribly ironical to walk through the camp and see the really lar ge num-

ber of service flags in the various windows. There is a 15-pie ce or-

chestra in the camp and in the basement of the race stand s we saw a 

rroup of youngsters practicing on horns and violins, etc ., raising a 

frightful din. They were practicing the  w Star Spangled Banner*• 

Beasley and Feader were quite impressed by what they took f or 

goodnstured kidding and wisecracking on the part of many of the 

youngsters we spoice to in tne camp, X had forced a soriewhs t differ-

ent impression since I detected a note of hard cynicism and even a bit 

of baiting in some of this activity. Synicism is certainly ap parent» 

* was to lei that many of the young nisei are quite bitter an d that they 

maice statements such as, "Wait until this is over and we get out, and 

we are going to lynch Togo Tanaka and Mike Matsuoko". (Lea ders of the 

Japanese American Citizens League.) The feeling here is th at the nis-

eis were sold out by their leaders, ^atually I do not agree alt ogether 

with this sentiment, but it is certainly prevalent, it is ha rd to gen-

eralize an impression, but this cynicism distresses me sore than any-

thing else. Many of these nisei, prior to December 7th, wer e almost 

caricatures of certain tendencies in American life, and t he camp life 

seems even to have exaggerated this tendency. There is much too much 



jitterbugging and general loutishness, and the wisecrac klag is a bit 

too hard and bitter. Feader told us that there was an ugly under-

current in the camp, but he did not think it was general. For ex am-

ple, they discovered in to© mornings signs painted In chalk at vari-

ous points in the camp auch as, "V for tho Axis* and sir-ilsr s logans. 

He also told us that there is to his knowledge no prostituti on in the 

camp. My impression is that the birth rat* is going to go to sp ectacu-

lar proportions. There are no general recreational facili ties of' the 

type to make it possible for the youngsters to get away fr om their 

parents - nothing approximating a park, etc. There have been 21 

births already in the camp and a number of marriages, and I fe el that 

the 150 bed hospital is going to have its share of maternity  cases. 

Mr. Feader observed, and I think he is correct, that caap li fe affects 

the various groupings in different ways — sosie of the farme rs and day 

labourers are probably living better than they have ever liv ed in their 

lives. On the other hand, the well to do people are the mos t demoraliz-

ed andmost adversely affected. The levelling off proces s in the casap 

is certainly a reality. As I said, the food situation is good . They 

serve coffee once a day, tea twice a day, caap residents ca n get milk 

any time they want it. 

Perhaps the worst feature of the csmp has to do with the mon ey 

situation. Many of the people in the camp »re running out of mo ney. 
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And thy obviously, as «11 people do, need many things, part icularly 

shoes, which «ear out very quickly on the gravelled streets. There 

ftre old people in the camp who *re virtuely bare-footed at th e pres-

ent time* Regardless of anything that CCA may have said to t he con-

trary, the practice is to establish a wage scale of from IS  to $12 to 

516 per month anc to make no charge for support. The first c hecks 

hav< not arrived at Santa Anita, but thy were expected* Even this 

little amount of money would be helpful, but the policy it see ms to 

me is cockeyed. For example, they have a big camouflage netea klrig 

project which is conducted in the stands. It is a jute mi ll operation 

essentially, and I understand that sosee of the jute comes from San 

Quentin• There is much dust and lint and the workers have to w ear 

masks to protect themselves. Incidentally, none of the isse i can 

work on this project because of some international agree ment at Gen-

eva preventing it. But they get about 1800 or 2000 nisei volu nteers 

to work in shifts. They are turning out 250 to 260 large camo uflage 

nets daily, working an 3-hour shift. The nisei feel, and X agree 

with then», that if they are going to do essential defense work, and 

important defense work, they should be peid precisely wh at similar 

citizen defense workers are paid for the same type of work els ewhere 

and then perhaps charged for their support. 

Incidentally, in the grandstands they have classes of all kinds 

which have been organized by the camp residents, includin g language 
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classes for the old ladles, etc. They have what seems to be a fair-

ly good recreational program - wrestling, baseball, etc ., with some 

81 baseball teams. In the mornings the youngsters all mee t in the 

central hall, they have a flag ceremony, and I understand the din Is 

terrific. 

As to attitudes, two statements can be made. 

a) The nisei unanimously feel that they are in the camps f or the 

duration, and pill not be released. 

b) $one of the issei or ths nisei have any thoughts whateve r so far 

as the future is concerned. In other words, they are complete ly at a 

loss to envisage their own future. 

There are 50 or 60 cases of mix ad carriages in the. camp, i nclud-

ing- the case of one red-headed Irishman married to a Japane se who 

iights and rows with the residents most of the time. 

In summary I can say that visiting Santa Anita was a really 

terrific experience, iou get a bewildering variety of conf licting 

impressions. The adaptability of the people, their tr&et ability, is 

striking, iou get the impression that they settled into ca mp life 

feirely well.  The.  camp has assumed its own tempo and there is a good-

natured general feeling about the camp which is reassuring . There 

are no barber shops and amateur barbers are at work i n the streets in 

almost every street. Santa Anita is really one for the book s. 

(HOTLj Incidentally, Major Beasley told me that only t very few, a 
handful of troops, were at present involved in this entir e 

operation, with m officers staff of 45 engaged primarily in civil-
ian administrative jobs.) 

Carey McWilliam» 
Los Angeles, Calif. 



281", Eighth Street 
Pomona Assembly Center 
Pomona, California 
May 17, 1942 

Dear Mr. McWilliaras: 

You may remember meeting me through Thelraa Hechl at" the Ph il-
harmonic. We just came back from supper at the mess hall, aft er stand-
ing in line an hour and a half and I felt I must write to someo ne who 
may be able to help us in our unhappy position. The incredibl e supper 
tonight consisted of a bowl of cold canned tomatoes, a sco op of rice 
and a bread custard pudding. We questioned the kitchen h elp and found 
that a Torrest Brown, chief steward, is responsible for the m enu. 

We are checking on a story that the steward is making 35 cent s a 
day on each person served here. The allotment is 60 cents, so t he 
story goes, and he actually spends only 25 cents per person for three 
meals, which latter at least isn't so hard to believe. Assum ing there 
are 5,000 people in this camp that would be a $1750 daily take. In-
credulous! but the thing is beginning to make sense. We cou ldn't be-
lieve the government would condone such diets as we've be en on for 
the week that we've been here. Another sample menu—two cold, canned 
wieners, fancifully called Vienna sausages, Kellog's al l-bran with can-
ned milk, and coffee so weak we thought it was tea. It would mak e 
Paul de Kruif weep for his minimal diet for health. Ho whole wheat 
bread, no dairy products(milk only for children under ten ) no citrus 
juices (one orange a week) no nuts, no adequate serving of lean meats. 

After all, none of us asked to come here and if this move into 
camp was a "military necessity" we ought to be given decen t, edible 
food or at the very least, the alternative of being allowed to buy 
the foods which will provide the vitamins that are deficien t in the 
present diet. At this time when everyone is being urged  to eat for 
health, please do not forget the political prisoners who a re being 
neglected either because of graft or a genuine desire to k eep the bills 
down. 

Can you help us in any wayT What effective procedure should w e 
take? Should national attention be called through a public ation like 
Timet 

Well, it's helped me even to write this down, we hope our frien ds 
on the outside will act. 

Most sincerely yours, 

Hanna Okamura Kozasa 


