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15 CONTROL

Never before in the history of the world has a democratic nation,
battling for ite life against turee powerful dictetorships, attempted to take
more than 100,000 of its residents--sume aliens, most of them citisens-—and
plage them guieckly, huwmsnely but firmly in guarded resettlement areas,

There have been great migrations before, historie movements, dramasie,
terrible, or pathetic--the groat mass exodus of the people of Israel from Baypt,
the migration of the Acadlans to Loulsiana, the transfer of the Indians te their
reservations, the flight of the Okies and the Arkies from the dustbowl.

M none of these could coupsre with the imerican evacustion of Japanese
from the Pacific Coast in 1942, Never before had a mase migration been gon-
ducted with such advanse planning and under sueh extreme difficulties. The
dustbowl migration in the thirties averaged 7,000 a month; the Japanese were
to be moved 30,000 a month,

in Decomber 1941, there were approximately 113,000 Japanese--72,000
Nisel or Americen~born and 41,000 alien Issei--in the four western states of
California, Arisona, Oregon and washington.

Almost since December 7, there had been a growing demand that these
Japanese be rmec from the vital western Defense Command and ite strategic
military and industrial centers, In some guarters, this demand czlled for the
instant slaughtor or at least imprisonment of ¢very Jepanese. From others,
incarceration was urged of all suspected Japenese and complete freedom, under
surveillance, for all others.

Here, mirroring the changing attitude of the publiie and the decisiovns
of governmental authorities, is a brief record of what aetuslly happened:
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Dee,

Jan,

Jan,

Jan,

Jan,

7s 1941 o= Police surroun! lesdlng Japacese districts and con-
sulates in leading eities. Provest Mspshall Ceneral Allen
Gullian epiers voundeup of all "previcusly known suspiclous
aliens.,” Trovel forbidden to Japenese aliens,

B, 194) ~ - Tressury Department seises all Japanese banke and

btusincsses.

2, 1941 =~ “sny Japanese language schools closed,

1k, 194}~- T,B.1., warne ageinst possession of samerss or guns by

aliens, .

15, 1941 == Three-man civilian boards will give hearings to
arrested aliens, Restriotions on finanelal ¢ronssetions
relaved, .

27, 1941 == Attorney Ceneral orders all enesy aliens in West te
surrender short-weye radios end cameras.

80, 1941 -~ Osliforals revokes liquor licenses held by allen
Japanese.

1, 1942 «= ittorney Generval freeues travel by all eneuy aliens,

orders swrender of wespens,

14, 1942 == President Roosevelt erders reeregistration of eneny
sliens in West,

£7, 1942 «~ lo® Angeles City and Couniy diseharges 2ll Japanese
en Civil Service lists,

29, 1942 « Attorney General establishes first two prehibited
sones in California, to be cleared by Pedruary 34, Western
Congressmen demand iymy designate danger sreas and evacuate
8ll enery aliens, recettling them in interior districts,
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Jens 51, 1942 e ittorney Oenersl establishes 68 sdditional prohivited
sones in Culifornis, to be cleared by Pebruary 15

Pube 2, 1942 = iftorney Ceneral esteblishes 16 sdditional prohibited
sones in Califermie to be cleavred by Februsry 24.

Peb, 4, i94R e= iftorasy General esteblishes ourfew sene in Gelifernia
to beaune effective Pebrusry 24, il sdditiooal prohivited sones in
California %o be oleared by February 24, and 7 in Tashington and
84 in Oregon %o be cleared by Pebrusry ib.

Tebs 7, 1948 «= Attoragy Cencral sstablishes 18 prohivited senes in
Apigons to be clesved by February 24.

Fobe 9, 1942 = Us 5, Dmplayment Crfices offer add te petentisl evecuses.

Pobs 128, 1948~ Howy tukes Jurisdiction over Tesmiusl Island,

Paby 10, 1942 « Tucific Cosat Congreesmen as: Arey contrel of alien
situstion.

Pebe 17, 1942 == Taeiflec Const Congresswen demand mertial law,

Pab, 18, 1942 «- Pacific Coast Congressmub demcwnce Justioe Department,
again denand martial law,

Pebe 20, 1948 = Fresidont orders Avsy o buke soabrel of wmyy strategie aress,
romoving any unwented sliena or citinens, ittorngy Censzal approves.

Pab. 85, 1948 o Arny Sakes over Japanese coluny on Terminal Island,

Teb, 24, 1942 = Aged or 111 aliens exempted froe evacustion urderss

iare 2, 1942 = jray estabiishes silitary areas 1 and £ in veshingben,
Oregen, Celiforaie and Arisonse
Japanese st lenve firol,

areh 7, M—mmmmuummmu
Centere



The Contrel Frogram-d

Harch 10, 1942 « Federal Reserve Dank %o ald evaguees in dlspesing

Var, 11,
Yare 14,

Yar. 16,

Unre 20,
ar, 21,

u' n‘

Yar, 25,
W. “a

m. ﬂ.

vare 29,

apr. B,

thelr property.

1942 <= Leo Orowley named alien property custodisn,

1942 «~ Vartise Civil Control idminist:etion crested to
coordinate alien control.

1942 == ¥C0A establishes military ereas in Idahe, Vontans,
Utah and Wevada, designates 934 prohibited menes to bde
cleared,

1942 »= President establishes Var Relovcation iuthority.

1948 «= WICA sequires Janta Anite as reseption  center,

1942 =~ Congressional iet approved to previde penslties for
violatien of alien contrel laws,.

I2 «= TOCA orders evacustion of Bralmbridge Island,
1842 = Piret Japsnese caraven te Mangansr,

1942 «= Curfev law for all aliens and Jepanese proclaimed fov
military ares 1 and other etrategio areas in west effective
Yareh 27, Contradand lew extecded to imericsn=born Japancse
‘mm;m Hareh 31, WOCA aseguires sites for recedtion ceaters
at “erced, Tulare, Narysville sund Fresnoc.

1942 «= #CCA blocks voluntary eveguation by Japanese in
militery area 1 after Mareh 29,

1942 «= Exespticons from curfew and exelusion orders granted

oertair Cersan and Itslian aliens,
1042 «= Pirst eompulsory evacuntion of lee Angeles Jepanese to
Sante Anfte.
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At 2 otelock cme March moming in Son Diego, bleary-eyed Elldis
Goorgle of the Us Se Bngineers picked up his telephones

"Lo," he muttereds T"S'mattert®

The woice on the other end of the line was infinitely more wide
awskey "How would you like to build & city for 20,000 people?”

"Hell, nof"

"Welre using stendard 'theater of oper:tioms! buildings—but we
heve %o put on a double roof," -

iy

"It's out on the desert—over on the Porker Indiesn Reservetion,
Think you emn hondle it

"Ho," replied engineer Goorgla. "When we supposed to start?®

"Yesterdsy,” su=id hie chief, "You'd better start packing. Gluy."

Georgla hung up the phone and trded to remesber wher: hetd left
his suitcases, '

Two weeks loter, he wns standing in the center of the Color:do River
Indien Reservation neer Parker, Arisenas His clothes were encrusted with dust.
Aromd hin wewe lmmdreds of wooden tulldingse-with double roofs—-in every
gtoge of constauections Two well-borer: were biting into the soils Trucks were
lurching and Wmping over the roads with towering loeds of lumber. Tractors
trempled noisily over high stends of mesquite :nd soge, Orews of pipe-layers
were playing follow-the-lecder with o dust~spitting machine that seooped
trenchos for sewer and wat.r lines. A few lumdred feet away, power-driven
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paws screamdd no they bit inlo lengths of wood being prefobrieated into

"I don't know how I lended here," Osorgls sigheds "I kept saying "mo"..

"o starte here Havch 23-—pixiodn doys ogo—om o 40-doy controct.
fhen we begmm, thero wus nothing here ut the brushe Not even a ronds ¥We had
to follow m old Indimm tradl Yo get in hers, oo right awey we lauid dowm a
couple of roods, Then we had o ten-dry clearing Job--did thot with o comple
of tructors heuling o 150-foot length of chain. |

"But wo didn't wadt for the cleoring. As soon =38 we got o litlle
lmd cle-red off md loveled, we sturted throwing the buildings togsther,

"Holre starting betwosn 20 and 30 bulldings every dey—end usuclly
finish thet wony.

*I don't know how meny nen sre herc now--something like 1200 or 1500,
They're vorking o two 10<hour dhilftc——six or soven diys o wesks Or nogbe
it's oight deys o weeks You sort of loso track out herce

"Trouble! No, we hoven't had mche We've killed - couple of dozen
rattlosnakeose—at loast thet nony were big caough %o count. ¥e ought to heve
more wotorew gons to keop this bl-nketp-blmk dust dowm., Our tclephone service
buck to hesdouartors——to Sm Dicgo or los ingeles-—is terribles Tokes four or
five hours to got » msh eall through—md thet redses plenty of hell when wo
wont o get something shipped up here in o lwry. Five hours for » telephoane
eodl~goy, I could drive there thot fastl

"Phig comp hero--mmber one on cur sheote--is suppossed to hold 10,000
Japse Yestordsy wo sterted ele-ring an mmber two md muber three dow the
line, They're little omes, each of them holding 5,000, Building has alvecdy
gtorted on muber two, md we'll gol going on three in o doy or 9o,
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"If we could ohly get sowe wmorlmen up herc--mmother thousond or so—we'd
reclly show you how this ought to be done, Fifteen hundred aran't cnough.®

They told Georgla snd hip chilef, arer engineer Tom illem, thut namy
of their fellow Us 0. enginecys were bullding other ewacuciion comps om race
tracke md fodr groumds throughout Californds.

They looked at exch other and epot cut o mixture of dust, selive wnd
heart-felt profinity. MMW&WNMW&%&&&QM
henditerchiefs

"fiell, theit'c mighty nice,” he rum rkeds "Pdrgromds, Imb? With
flowers ond lams in tho buckground, I supposs. Thotls whetls wreddng the

Us 3¢ engineers todsy. I'11 betcha thoso guys have desks cnd cheirs, 00 + « W%

*The Colewrndo River Indi-n Regerwoiiom is 285 wiler due esst of Los
ingeles on the Colifornlo-Arisons border, sitiing lop-gided on the Colowndo
Rivers Host of the reserwatiom is in fAvisons, ecct of the wiver; only o small
portim--ite exact sizo depending en vhot cheammel the ydver hoppens %o usc each
yeopeis in Coliformis.

Hore them 150 miles to tho morth is Boulde: Deg, vhere the Colorade
mwu/;amg,mwmm,mmmmmmmw
rod 51l 4n Loke Meods But hero at the Reserwntdon, the Uolordo i¢ quiet,
swift (imd dengerous to svimeers) md in some ploces wore them half o mile
widos

MME.MHQM&WWE,iMMMW
wnrds to the Chemelmovis Hountodns, ite southem ed recting en fimed, heat-boked
Us 8¢ Bighway 60 neor Blythe.

Heor the northern peint of tho reserwatiom, but cutside itc bomdary,
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mmummmamm A 1itide below the dem but inside the roservie
Miaw&m@wmﬁmmm&mmmmu
consting dom thz lywvignting emalp in the peservation.

Lock sgedn at the boundaries of the rese vatiom, the srroubscd
imd pointing to the norths It i: mowe tham 45 miles long, 15 miles across at
ite widest point. Along most of 1ts westorm bowndory is the eurving chomnel
ofthe Colorado Rivers Alomg the suotomn side are renges of bere, dry mowmn-
ting— the La Piz Hountcing, the Hoom Mowntedns, md momy snother chadn of
dharp-rizing buttes mnd blufls :nd hills. Inside the boundavies ore 113,000
sepes of lond-some of it flat and sloping gently to the south, nesrly o third
of it the steecp, uscles: flenks of the nowteins,

Divide the reservntion into thirds, The lower third, to the south,
io virtdly wpopuloted, wdevelops

The northern third has & monopoly on the reservaiion's sctivities.
In its mwﬁmmarzﬁm, wiineorpor:ted, it: populotion varying
wAth the mamber of workmen el Purker Dam ind gener=lly hitting the 200-maak during
a1} sesconse A mile fyom the city are the low, gremeroofed wiite houses of
the Indion Agency, surrounded by tress, loms snd flowerse To the couth ere
the homes snd forms of the 700 Indims, the chief weosons for the reserge
tin's existonces.

The widdle third, wmtdl the middle of Horch 1942, wos dry, wainhobited
axmsept by sagebmuch ond rottlemskes md their deseri cousins, merked with e
fou stakes indicating the course of m irrigoting cmal thet might be dug some
doy, spotted with white alkeld patches where druinage 1s poor, dotted with o
mmmtwmmmmmmmmmwmm There
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the Us 8. Inginesrs weve imilding the relocation setilememts for 20,000
Japsnese—settlenents mmbor one, two end three, or, z: the workmen had
alre=dy titled them, Little Tokyo, Little Kobe and Litile Osaka.

The Wer Relocotion iuthority mmoumeed the plsms for these new
colonies on March 23 after more than two weeks of negotisiions with the
Buremn of Indism Affairs, the Buremu of Reclamation, the Los ingsles Motwo-
politen Water District, the Far Depertment, nd leaders of the Indien
comumml, tye

The ammouncenent dsclared it would be the *first large-sesle re-
locatim” of ewacuses from Pacific Coact military sress. Four or five tem-
porary, seif-sustaining colenies were to be provided, with the purpose of
furmighing homer and useful employment to the evocurted Japsnese mnd of pre-
pering the land for use after the war,

"One of the first big tasks the Jupenese will underteke,” it was
atoted, "will be digging cmals to bring wnter to the land so thet subsistence
gerdening mgy start as soon as possibles Besides rodsing food for their om
uss and preporing the land for the future use of the Indims, the colonists

"i mwber of possibilities, such as production of gusyule d long
staple cottem, cre now being studied by the Indism Service, Depertment of
Agriculture, :md other interested agenclecs

"o » large extent the commmities will be complote local units with
doctors, murses, teachers md other specialiste provided by the Japenese
themselves.”

Approxdmotely 90,000 seres of lmmd ere avnilable for development of

irrigated fuming, newspopermen were told.
The amnoumncenent made big news in Arisona, = moderate flurry in
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parts of Colffommis, snd pructically mo dent at all in the rest of the
United States. The Coloynde River Reservatiom was one of the least mown
in the Pacific Southwest, its Indien colony wnspprecinted, =nd its agri~
cultural posaibilities uncharted, GSinee the Indians nelther lurked an
roilway stotion platforms to sell boads am pottery, mor lived in fescin-
ating eaves, mor chased bufiele snd ate rattlesmskesl nor owned oil wells,
nor broke locse to magsacre nesrby white men, their news value was striecly
limited,

There were two tribes of them on the reservation, o large group
of sterm, stubbom dMojaves and o smeller mumber of easy-going Chemeheuvis.
They lived together, farmed to gether, wandered in and out of the tom of
Parker, end were generally considered--even by other Indims—to be lamy
md not very good farmerds.

On their ammell forms, well-irrigated but most often poorly cultiva-
ted, rorely covering s much as 30 acres each, they grew alfulfs, cotton,
a little rye snd occasionally dabbled in fiaxs Some of them reised besns
end comn for their om food.

Item muiber one on thelr memus was invericbly besns, followed
by com, fried potatoes, tortilles, dried squosh, dried puspkin, md dried
mest snd eamned tom:atoes vhen they could afford them.

They lived in inexpensive wooden houses, gener-1lly built to rough
government specificatims and constently in need of paint and vepairs, but
their out-buildings were customerily made cut of muds

_ 1mmm§dmmmmmmrm
to 2 shiny, well-tended 1942 Ford truck.

The smnouncement that they would quickly play hosts or at least
neighbors to 20,000 Jeponese hit them like o catastrophe. The good naotured
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Cheasheuvis sccepted 1t like & catostrophs--something thot couldn't be
helped—and they bowed gracefully before ite If thot's what the government
wented, they said, then there's nothing that cen be done.

Would the Japanese be removed at the end of the wor? The Chemshue-
vis fondly hoped se, but if not—well, you em't buck the government.

lrs. Buby Sayder, educated in San Diego but back on the reservotion
a8 a farmer's wife, put it this way: "Well, I'm for ite Hight as well be,
gince they're coming here nyhow. The only thing thot frightens ne——and I
suppose it always wille--is thot they won't be properly gucsrded, and some of
them might escape. My goodnesa, it would certoinly be easy for them to get
away—to sneek up to the dem, or the bridge, Mblpvitup-—-@remtoump-.

“But if thoy stey here, I think they might do us some goods I hear
they're wonderful farmerse I1d like to go down end see how they grow things.
And nagbe they'd grow enough fresh vegetsbles to sell to us—real frech toma-
toes mnd asperegus snd lettues, my gocdness, I've slmost forgotien how they
tastel®

Down the line lived Herbert Chappo, snother Chemehuevi framer. "AF'."
he sedd, "the Jape can't be much worse than & lot of white men. I'n gon' let
the goviment worry about it.”®

Such wes the preveiling sentiment ameng the Chemehuevis, but the
Mojaves had different ideas. The Mojuves rezcted slmost -mtomatiealy--Lirst,
the Chemelmevis were for it, which imwedi:tely made the Hojoves oppose the
project; second, the government wes bringing more mople on the reservation,
another encroschment on Indisn land, and the Hojaves hed leamed by bitter
mmwthmwmmtm&nmw
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The Chemcbuevi repressntotives firol meacted fovorshly; then the Mojove
sposeaean denomeed it oo powerfully thet they eervied the Chemdmevis along
vith thems

Bven after teo wesks of enreful comaider:ilom,cccopding to Hemey
Taldh, chelwam of the comedl, the Indiems were still oppozed md wweoweiled.

Welsh, o member of the Mojove tribe culekly outlined his ohjections:

”ﬁaﬁ.sisﬁa&lm Probebily moat of my pecple agrees Itls
not good to bring Japanese hore. ¥olre not afyaid of Jupmmese., %e dm'i
wnt enybody else but Indiang on the reservation, Whem they come, thay dem'd
want to go. ¥s son't remove tham. mummmmm
“hen they go they lesve fums in bad eonditions Bub most dem't gso.

"ad to let public imow we haove land here not bedng used. Congress
wy 85y we have too mich, move then we mesd. Haybe they open big pisce of
reservetion to sotilement. Indime gel scueosed agsin.

"fou say the government promlsed Yo rumove Jups after the war? What
troach of the governsenil--indimn Bgrvice? Decartment of Interior!? Agrloultore!?
I don't imow, maybo they keep thelr premise. Huybe they don'i. Tndims wese
pronized lots of things by the goverment.

“If demy prowises 4%, weybe they keep thelr word. I don't knows

"Jops getting good land dows thewe. They tell mo they mske good foaw
nerse  After the wor, moybe they wmt to stoy, moybe they it precoure
Oongress to chauge conteact. I dan't lmow.

If they fix wp the land, put in Lprigotion, Indians prebably
move in afterwandss But we dem't think it will happen like thet, We think
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the Government will let the Jups stay, or give lesses to vhite men."
fnother Mojuve, Isenc Cothawsy, confirmed Welsh's views. "Moot of
us are still ageinst it, You can't blame us, This was our land, snd the
governmant said we'd never be bothered, We don't want to 'lend' it buck~—
wolll probably never get it again. The Indiens are always getting pushed
around. |
"ind vhile the Japs are here, what kind of law w1l they follow,
Jop lew or Colifornds law or Indimm lew? We have our own laws here, snd
we like thems The Japs should follow them.®
The question of "whose law" concemned such a touchy metier as the
type of burial that would de useds The Japenese, it was understoed, would
probably woat thelr desd buried in graves or sarines; the Indims eremated
thelr om dead on fumersl pyres :nd pamitted no graves, mmd felt the Japane
ese chould do the seme while on the reservetion.
mmmm,mmwmmmwmmm,um
perous Ben Butler, "Me Jops are gebting the best land in the veservaticn®,
he sadds *They won't want to go--not if they're good formers and know good
land, ‘They are pretty good farmers, I hesr. 144 like to watth thems f
I could lesm o fow tricks, You think they oould grow tomstoes md beets .
end =11 those truck crops up hepe?® g
Over in the tom of Parker, where workmen werc walosding trainlosds
of lumber only a few steps from all the stoves on the highway, shite
imericans had sccepted the project with uite diffepant feelings. X
"nly o few radicals ayound here were clammed svem at fivst", re-
ported Sheiff Jim Wadwm, "end most of them were Okies. They get more
sbout Culifornia them we Colifomians do. |

t
"The project's going to be good for the comtry, It will develop
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& lot of lmnd, bring in irrigation, so white farmer: emm use it. Waite
nen cean't work out on the reservation now."

In the office of the Perker Motor Company, Den Beaver and his wife,
Floy, sized up the situstion this ways

"I*ve bean here Z1 years,® said Mr, Beaver, "and I've learned that
anything that helps the Indians helps us.

"Ihe way I see it, bringing the Jape up here, md putting them
to work, shother they like it or not, is going to help the Indimns,

"Right now, business is pretty tough. More money in town thmn
before, but we cam't sell care end we o't sell tiress Oosts us = couple
of mmdred doliars o months But thet's OuKe--we have to win the war. And
if bringing the Japs up hare is going to win the war, then I'm for it. I
e tell you, I'll sleep o lot sounder lmowing we have ten thousend Jops
right here at Parker than if they were living around airplume feetories
and oll wells dom on the coast.

"I hear those Jeps ore pretiy good gordemers. 8Suy, I hope they em
grow us frech vegetabless HNow everything ocomes fyom the consteecost more'n
ve con afford,” :

Here Mrs. Beaver joined in: "ind I hear those Japs make the best
serventss Keep things bright as a pin, they tell me. I'certeinly like to
get one of them for o houseboy, How much would wo have to pay, do you think?
Or could we mske & desl streight with the govemment?

"I feel it's o good thing for the country, bringing them up heres
This way, they'll keep on working an the irrigatimm aystem, ond we were
afraid thot the war was going to stop thats

"After the war, the wey I'd do i%, the Jape ought to be sent cut



Parker - 1

ond the lamd offered to the Indiesns. Then, whatever the Indians didn't
$ake, the whites ought to be shle to haves Couldn't let good land like
that go to waste.” |

mamﬁmmmmmmwmam-m
Rey Thompsan, slse head of the Perker lusber and Supply Company.

"Tive been waiting for this for tam yeurs,” he salds “Tais 4s vhot
I oume to Parker fors Howthe Volley's going to be developed as it should
be, and it must be kept going.

-ummarmm.wmmmmmmmﬂw
the Indians, mﬂm,w-mm:muwmtuw. tie ought to
offer s lot of it to @x-goldlers cuming back from wars

7 kmow this laad up here. I've worked it. It e de made ono
of the best agrieultursl districts in the country. 1% emn produce o erop
every uonthe

rgusiness here? m.tt'awmmtmmm
on the Jop comps, It's the same way with everybody in Parker. But we're
mmum&nmmwedtmmmmm,m
mm,mmmthm-mmmzmmzmmum
mtwmmmﬁﬁwaummmamu, too. And golng
mmwznmammummu I'p lusky.

mmmmmmmcmmwmmmm
guarde Mmzmm-mmmwimnmmh

Gemsolidsted plant md the Douglas plent, mnd oll those other plane factarles...”

Other Pariker pesidents 1igted sitastions in tom waich the reloestion
mm»mwwmmmum
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fire lost menth, md two babies were killed. We have no hospital and no
dogtor—~there's one in the Indien Agency, tut the next closest is nearly
150 miles away."

There was, howsver, & chivoprastor advertising his facilities in
the little settlement just scroms the river from Parier.

vind we cowld use a loeul supyly of vegetabless Today, pructicelly
gvery bit of it comes from the eosst. We pey 10 eemts for & iiny artichoke,
18 to 20 eemts = pound for tomatoes, 10 cents = pound for squash, 10 cenis
for the smallest hesd of lettuse. Mnd stresberrics--when we get them, 18
cents 2 hox and up.”

Fhethor the Japanese evacuess would contibute ell thot the logal
eltisenry expected seemed guestionables

According to the plans developed by the loeal govermmemt officlals,
particulerly By Re "G4% Fryor snd his assistant, Bob Petrie, both brought to
Parker from the Novajo Reservation (snd lster taken to the regionel War
Relosotion futhority office in S:n Franelseo) Juperintendent Oy He Gensler
of the Parker Reservation, :nd R. H. Bupkey, vho built the present headworks

The evacuses were to be placed in the thres velocation aveas within
the reservstion-—-mile-sguare Little Tolgyo, 17 miles south of Parker, capu~
eity 10,000; Little Kobe, half = square mile, 3 miles farther south, cspe-
elty 5,000; end Little Osske, holf = square mile, 3 miles still farther
south, capacity 5,000

The three commmity oress were ploced om what emngineers termed un-
irrigable land. mmm,mwmmunmw
the Japmnece.

0f the 70,000 irrigsble agres in the yeservation—md not 90,000, =8



aanowneesd in Washington-—the Japsnese were to "subjugate” botween 8,000
ad 10,000 scres--level and border the lumnd--md bring in the essential
irrigoting woter by constructing cenals, latersls, diteches snd levees

On this lmnd, secording to the preliminery plwns, the Japanese
of shipping mach erops elsevhere) and such vitallypaneeded war erope as
long-staple cotton md guayule for mibbers The Indians had alreedy shown
thet the reservation soil coudd grow cobten, end & guayule test-planting
was Just being started by the Indisn ond white boys in the Parker Publie
High Schools |
cemouflage nete md cartridge belts for the Aray.

No amateurs in the complig-ted business of rosetilememt, the
men of the Indimn Service omphasised the necessity of estebliching self-
me:wathmamhm,mm
plying schools, enterteinment :nd recrestionel focilities ss culdkly as
they supplied food snd shelter, "Self-government must come right mwey,"
Bob Petirle declareds "It has to be recl celf-govemment to work, 100j
we couldn't win the respect mad cooper-tion of the Indions by letting
them govern themselves by lecdors which we pleked.

*The Indiens had to select their owm leaders, The Japmese
probably won't be mach different-—they mey piek o lemon oneo in a shile,
but they'll do & beter job if we leave them @tirely clene.”

The first Jopmese were expected to be sent to Pazker the last
wosk of ipril, o wesk before sll three commmitiss were due to be com-
ploted, They weve destined to find o desert md the water to irrigste 1%,



Indien and vhite neighbors with vedieslly different welcoues to give
them, mnd o challengs %o mske 2 new agrieulturel wonder-land out of &

4 would be thely chancoe-perhaps thelr last chenge--to prove
$o & dublous Ameries that they were loynl to the United States.

PR



ASSEMBLY CENTERSs  SALINAS

Prepered by Milton Silvermen, Information Service Staff
War Relocatiom Authority
San Francisco Regional Office

April 30, 1942.



Evacuation of Japsnese to the Salinas Assembly Center
and the gemersl construction and administration of the cemp were
- in genersl similar to these same phases noted in other campse
There were differences, however, primerily sttributeble to the
nature of the population in the 8alinas ares.

This district is roughly 100 miles south of San Fran-
cisco, one of the richest agricultural valleys in the Btate. It
grows large cmounte of truck crops, sugar beets and especially let-
tuce; Salinas calls itself the "lettuce bowl" of America. The
lettuce crop, worth about $14,000,000 a year, involves 23,000
acres of which sbout 6,000 are farmed by Japenese. The Japonese
have gradually extended their holdings over the past 15 or 20
years; unguestionably, they were growing lettuce long before the
huge military encampments =nd zrmy airports ceme inte the picture.

Typical of smch farming communities are Salinas, Wataon~
ville end Odmalar. To the west, right on the coast, are other
importsnt commmities--notably Monterey =snd Pacific Grove-- which
are entirely different and must be considered separately. \

Ibout 2300 Japanese in Monterey ond Samta Cruz counties
were involved in the evecuation. The Caucssisn inhebitants were
delighted to see them go, for nowhere ih the State had FBI rsids
unearthed higher concentrations of contraband. In Watsonville
ajone, ammunition wes found in tems of thoussmds of rounds. Even
more delighted to see the evacuatiom completed were the Filipinos.



On the average, there are about 2,000 Filipinos in the
district, mostly farm workers and 2 few small merchants. They say
there are four things a Filipino will go for, and in this order--
(1) good looking clothes, (2) a good looking car, (3) a blonde
women, (4) a Jap. Since the fall of Batasn, however, the order of
preference has been reversed.

For many years, there has beem no great feeling of friend-
ship between the Japamese and the Filipinos. The latter, mm of
whom worked for Japanese employers, were subjected to what they
claimed wos harsh trestment. After Pearl Harbor, the situation
changed =nd the Filipinos begen intimidating end antegoniszing the
Japanese., The more successful the Japanese armies om Luzon, the
more severe was the intimidotion of Japemese near Salinas.

By Christmas time, the Japanese in this district had become
go apprehensive that meny of them moved into 2 colony for self-
protection. NMany of them fled from the countrye. In esgrly Jamuary
and February, and especiully after the fall of Batian, there were
many rumors that o number of Japmmese were no longer living in
Monterey county; they hadn't moved anywhere else--they just weren't
living there. It was palpebly inferred that these Japanesse weren't
living anywhere, but it was impossible to obtain any conerete facts.

There were other stories of. Filipinos =nd whites beating
Japsnese children .‘Ln‘ nearby school yurds, burning farm equipment,
houses snd sheds, turning over ears, and evem descending to such
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childish pranks as letting the air out of sutomobile tires.

Behind these reputed acts of violence and antegonism were
a number of different factors;

l--According to a widely-accepted myth, Japenese can grow
more crops per acre than snyone else. Actually, lettuce experts
admit, the Japsnese grow no more but they make more profit because
their living costs are lower.

f=-Japanese in the Selinas-Watsonville district have always
been suspected as potential saboteurs and spies. ‘ This was confirmed
by FBI investigations. |

3-=Bome 150 young men from Salinas, all members of 2 nation-
2l guard tank corps, were believed to have been ecaptursd or killed
during the f211 of Batasn. The night after Bataan cepitulated,
nearly everyone in Salinas expected mass race riote and the slaughter
of at least some nearby Japanese. Inexplicably, mothing happened.

L~iamy of the more violent Filipinos fail %o umderstond why
it is considered proper to kill Japsnese in the Orient but not in
California.

iustin Anson, secretary of the Vegeteble Growers and Ship-
pers Association in Salinas, cloims that on several occasions he
sat down with Filipino delegations and successfully pleaded with
them to postpone potential lynching parties.

- It is interesting to remember that tem years ago, it was

the Filipino who was despised by the white mem. Now both despise
the Japanese. Both Filipinos and whites in the Sslinas district
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were glad the Japanese had been tekem to fhe Assembly Center, but
considered this move im itself was only a partisl snewer. They
claimed neither the Japanese nor the countryside were safe wntil
every last Japsnese——including the lame, the halt snd the blind—
were banished from the coast.

- Many men declared the Japanese would never be permitited %o
return,

Over on the coast, howewer, there was a distinetly differ-
ent attitude. In Monterey and Pacific Grove, the Japanese had
engeged more in fishing then in farming. They were respected mem-
bers of the fishing fleets, quick to pey their dues, elweys present
at meetings, anxious to meet assessments, contribute to the Com-
mmnity Chest and join the Red Cross. Their enforeed departure
brought very sincere regrets from mony of thaly Gencesion neighbors,
and in meny cases, the Japanese were invited te returm as soon as
the war is over.

It ic significent to note that in Montersy and Pacific
Grove there has been no bitter agricultural competition, and par-
ticularly there is no large population of Filipinos.

Wherever there are l‘ilipiﬁoa, it appears, there is hostility
to Japanese--perhaps very real danger.

In general, the Salinas cemp was very much like Sante
Anita, Tenforan, Fresno end other assembly centers. It was more
attractive than Temforsn, less crowded than Sauta Anitas Chlef eye-
sores ot Salinas were the toilets—dirty, poorly-vemtilated and dark.
The showers were so constructed that ohly a tall Caucesisn--that is,
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ne ordinary short Japsmnese--could reach the overhead fauvecets,
The floorboards in the living quarters were lsid so far zpart
that the wind blew right into the rooms; mo hesting facilities
were supplied. Other features--the induction proceedings, the
medical foeilities, the mess halls and the administration set-
up —-were all adequate and in some cases excellent.
The WCCA control station in Salinas functioned better
snd more smoothly than any other seem during this investigstion.
When the Japenese finally arrived in the assembly center,
a surprisingly lerge number were bitter and sullemn. Several
mittered comments beginning, "Just wait until we start kicdking you
around. . ."--threats which were never heard at say other assembly
or relocation center. But in most cases, the evacuees exhibited
more genuine relief and gratitude then in any other camp; they
indicated their clear recognition of the perils they had escaped.
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ASSEMBLY CENTERS: SANTA ANITA

on Baster Sunday--April 5, 1942--hundreds of Japanese
were collected over a large area of Los Angeles county and
taken swiftly and painlessly to the Santa Anita racetrack at
Arcadia. By late afterncen, they had all been registered;
settled in their new quarters and given dinner,

Promptly at 7 o'clock that night, a line of them began
moving through the doorway of a new emergency hospital, their
coats off, their right sleeves rolled up, ready for the compul-
sory vaccination against smallpox and typhoid fever,

They were all "involuntary" evacuees--men, women and
chilaren who had been removed from their homes, their stores
and their farms in the vital Los Angeles harbor area, foreced
out for mutual protection by the pressure of publie opinion
and the decision of military authorities.

Suddenly, as the hospital line moved steadily onward,

a radio in a nearby room picked up the opening musgic of a
great transcontinental program--it was the Star-Spéngled
Banner. AS the music came through the thin walls of the oper-
ating room, one Japanese after another prieked up his ears,
looked at his neighbors. A few unconsciously stood a little
more straight and rigid. A few smiled.

-t the end of the anthem, one young Nisei turned to

his friend ."What I'd like to know," he said, "is where those
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gays got the idea & demoeracy like ours ean't move fast whea it has
0 .0 o" |

On land thet enee had been part of the ocolorful Ramcho Santa
inita,a sestion of the great “"Lucky” Baldwin estate, the £4,500,000
Sente Anita race treck wes built in 1064--the most luxurious track
ever cregted im Horth imerica. Day after day during the brilliant
racing seasons, its grendstend and espeeially its fabulous elubhouse
were filled by the grest and the nearegrest of imerica. Raeclng
enthusiasts--from hard-bitten track followers to the mest glamorous
Hollywood stars--poured millioms of dellurs through its betting
windows., |

Around the fountain in front of the grandstand were engraved
the names of some of the flaest horses in ameries, wianners of the
senta inite handicap--izuear in 1935, Top How in 1986, Rosemont in
1937, stagehend in 1956, KayakII im 1959, the imsortsl Seebiscuit in
1940 and Sey View in 1941, There was space left for the winuer in
1948--but that space would mever be used,

Immediately after war broke out, Santa inita's recing season
was called off by order of the western Lefense Commend. Nilitary
authorities wanted no juley target of 50,000 or 78,000 people for
Japanese bombers, and perticularly they feared what such & orowd
gould do to traffic on adjoining Huntington ULrive, one of the most -
vitel military highways in the state.

Om Mareh 20, the army apperently sealed the wartime fate of
Sante snite by scquiring it as an assembly center for 16,000 Fapanese
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to be evacuated fromSouthern California. The Japanese, it was
announced, would be taken from their homes to Santa Anita and then
transferred later to relocation and resettlement areas farther in
the interior. At the remodeled race track, they would be protected
from two theoreticsl enemies--the temptation to commit sabotage and
the anger of the Caucasian noighbérs.

There was no doubt 16,000 people could be fitted into the grounds
of Santa Anita--after all, 74,000 had been there on liarch 2, 1940,
when Seabiscuit won the Santa Anita Handicap--but there was more
involved than merely fitting them in. These 16,000 evacuees had to
live there--and in at least as much comfort as interned Americans
could conceivably get in Japan.,

On March 22, a horde of workmen under the direetion of the
U. S. Engineers began their preliminary clean-up. Carpenters,
Plumbers, eledtriciana; surveyors and even Jjobless jockeys, traingrs,
and railbirds pitched in. On their heels came the endless procession
of trucks with their loads of lumber, nails, pipe, wire and other
building materials, They turned to vast rows of stables--2150 units
of stables and rooms which could hold 1400 horses and their attendants
--and transformed them in 2116 apartments.

Of these, 1888 were to serve as 2-room apartments, each to accom=-
modate an average of 5 people, and 228 to be l-room apartments, hold-
ing 2 people apiece.

Then they moved on the l65-acre paved parking area, able %o
hold 26,000 cars, and began the first of more than six hundred build-

ings. These included 585 barracks (each divided into three 5-bed
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units) 19 latrines, enough showers to take care of 208 people at
the same time, & long laundry with 100 tubs and 100 ironing boards,
and mess halls to accommodate more than 15,000. Four of these mess
halls were to take care of 2000 apiece, one was to serve 3000, and
a huge hall set up under the grandstand was to serve 8000, Out in
the middle of the track, they built a 155,000 square fool warehouse,
about 300 feet wide, 900 long; and constructed around the "tote
boards" and the four tall palm trees.

They built a postoffice, put huge vegetable bins and refrigera-
tors in the kitchens, set up a canteen, put a 40-bed hospitel in
what was once a steamroom and recreation room for jockeys, and
began a 150-bed hospital in the old saddling stables.

They "inherited" a high barbed-wire-topped fence from the
racing plant, and around it built a dozen 36-foot high towers. On
those towers and on two others located on top of the grandstand,
military police would keep constant vigi}; each guard statlon was
to beequipped with a searchlight, a machine gun, and a telephone.
The towers were outside the fence, designed to protect those inside
the wire as well as those outside. For the military police, the con-
tractors built 22 barracks, offices and kitchen buildings.

All together, 644 buildings were on the schedule, and construc-
tion was to be completed by midnight of April 13--23 days after
work began., Twenty-three days to build a city for 16,000 people !

On the first dey, some disheartened race follower ngiled a

sign on the entrance: "Ghost Town." It was the noisiest, most
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exciting, mushrooming ghost town in history.

"At the peak," stated head engineer James Morgan, "we had
1400 men on the payroll, and about 1100 working at any one time.
All of them were local men., We ran only one shift--a 10-hour shift.
Couldn't get any more men," -

On Merch 30, scarcely one week after construction began at
the racetrack, notices appeared on telephone poles, bulletin boards
and building walls throughout west Los Angeles County, ordering all
Japanese to prepare to leave within six days. This first area to be
affected, considered one of the most vital strategic centers in the
coast, bordered many miles of ocean front and included oil fields,
refineries, power plants, military forts, naval air stations, ship-
yerds, and airplane factories, Estimates placed the number of
Japanese involved at nearly 3,000, about 72 per cent of them Ameri-
can~born.

The official exélusion order directed all Japanese family
heads to report within 48 hours to special stations for registra-
tion and detailed instructions for evacuation., A staff of assistants
helped the Japanese fill in long lists, and tabulations, and arrange
to store unsold furniture, sell their homes, close their businesses,
secure any necessary financial aid and, in some cases, assign power
of attorney to a friend or the Federal Reserve Bank.

Attendants remarked later that most of the evacuees had already
disposed of such least last-minute details, but they had done so only
under next-to-the-last-minute stress. Although they had been warned

weeks before to clear up their affairs, they had delayed and, at the
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end, sold out in a panic at losses ranging from 30 to 80 per cent.

"In general," one official stated, "the Japanese got only about
30 per cent of what a white person would have obtained for the same
merchandise. It was certainly the fault of the Japanese. Even if
they bouldn't get a falr price, all of them were told they could store
their goods with the Federal Reserve Bank., But I think they waited
and walted, feeling we wouldn't go through with the evacuation."

The first two groups of evacuees, more than a thousand of them,
were evacuated to Santa Anita on Friday and Saturday, April 3 and 4,
from Wilmington, San Pedro, Lometa, Torrance, and Walteria., A few
from these districts, given permission to remain behind to finish
last-minute business, and the Japanese residents from Redondo Beach
were scheduled to move on Easter Sunday, April 5.

This last group began assembling late Easter.morning; by noon
thelr cars were already lined up on West 7th Street in San Pedro,
and by 1 o'clock there were 74 cars there--new sedans, old jalloples,
trucks loaded with blankets, sultcases, kitchen utensils, lawnmowers,
and children. There were 328 people in that caravan, involving 68 famis
lies. At the same time, a few score others--who had no cars of their
own, or no offer of transportation from friends--gathered at the
Pacific Electric station a few blocks away where an interurban
train would carry them and their baggage to Santa Anita.

At 1:30, when the last car had lined up 1n‘tho caravan,
Lieutenant James Glatt of the Military Pollice ordered the start and
the first Japanese cars drove off behind a loudly popping jeep. As

each ten or twelve cars passed, Lieutenant Glatt inserted another

jeep into its spot in the caravan, At the head of the parade were
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motorcycle police to clear all traffic out of the way., Bringing
up the rear were an ambulance and a tow car,

All during the preliminary loading and organization of the
caravan, the M,¥P,'s and local police had kept three Slonks of West
7th closed to automobile traffic, but they couldn't keep pedestrians
away., They didn't seem to be erﬁiﬁary flocks of curious strangers,
They were friends of the evacuees, and when the caravan started
off, these friends stood on the sidewalks, waving goodby and good
luek,

There were few tears involved in the departure, and all of
these were contributed by the Amerieans who stayed behind. “Gee;“
one woman naid; "we were sure anxious to get 'em out of hera;
but we're going to miss them a lot, I wonder if we weren't
making a lot of fuss about nothinge.."

The caravan sped down the highway, smoothly, efficiently.
Through one city after another, passed along from one gmup of
motoreyecle police to the next, it uoved without the d ightest inter-
ference, Cross-streets had been blocked for miles ahead, and the
evacuees went through stop-signs, traffic lights and one-way
streets--in the wrong direction. Casual bystanders and curious
natives, anxious to see history in the making, were bruskly shooed
cut of the way.

"It'sjust like in the movies!"™ one Japanese youngster declared.
The caravan went through citiea_and Tarm land, past heavily guarded
airplane factories and clusters of oil wells, never slacking speed

until it passed between the guards at the gates of Santa Anita.
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The brief induction proceeding was almost as quiek and painless.
Kach carload was stopped, its baggage searched by soldiers and deputy
sheriffs, and its occupants passed through a cursory medical examina-
tion--eyes, throat and wrists--and the official registration, Then
they were driven to their new quarters, their baggage uﬁleaéed;
and the cars taken out to the center of the track for aélleast temp-~.
orary storage,.

They were installed in their new home long before dinner, For
these first arrivals, only the quarters in the former stables were
being used, The stables were to be filled before the big barracks
in the parking area would be utilized..

Families were always kept together., Where the familiea were
small--less than 6--the problem was simple: a double apartmqgt was
assigned, Adjoining apartments were assigned for larger families,
In the case of the Yamagata family--mother, father and 12 children
(a thirteenth was coming to camp later)--three adjoining apartments
were assigned,

The Yamagatas, the largest family in camp at that time;
ineluded Morio Yamagata; a fisherman from Wilmington--and occasion-
ally from Monteroy; his wife, Mitsuyo, three daughters and nine sons.
The girls were liichiye 9, Keiko 11, and Nabuko 17. The boys were
Tatsuki 2, Hachiro ("™the eighth") 4, Hichire (;the seventh") 5,
Yoshio 8; Hakaru 11; Shinyu 13; Vitsuru 13, Moriyasu 16, and Joe 18,
A fourth daughter; Tomn; 20, was still working farther north in
Santa Maria.

- oep hope. she can come down here," father Yamagata said., "Very
nice to have whole family together. Very nice to have government

pay for my whole family."
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On the other hand, there were such new families as Lily and
Kiyoshi Okura, merried only a few months before, who had just
returned from a honey-moon trip to New Orleans, Okura had heen
a personnel technician for the City of Los Angeles, &and, accord-
ing to claims made before the Dies Comnitteo; an exceedingly
dangerous Japanese, His young wife had worked in Wilmington as
a receptionist, and occasiomally as a model and actress. Both
were college graduates; Okura from Southern California and his
wife from the University of California.

Said Okura: "We used to come to Santa Anita and make a
bet or two. I used %o be pretty lucky. In those days, I griped
that it was harder to get out than to get in, with all the traffie
jam and everything. Boy, I didn't know how herd it could be %o
leave herel"

At the registration desk, each fanily head was given a colored
putton (among other things) indicating the mess hall his family
would use and told the hour thgy would eat, With exieting faeili-
ties, it scarcely taxed the kitchen staff %o serve 2000 people
in three sittings within less than one hour. The service was
rapid and efficient--women carrying babies were given special
attention and served immediately without any wait in line--but
dining was more leisurely., Once each evacuee had received
his stainless stéel plate of food, he could stay as long at his
table as he desired. o

The food, kitchen attendants emphasized, was particularly
tender, It had to be, since no knives were visible in the dining

halls. (Zven in a concentration camp, where the men were at

least suspected of being dangerous aliens, table knlves were
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evident at every seat.)

After dinner, with a chance to survey their surruundings;
the new arrivals quickly lost the excitement that had colored
their departure from San Pedro. No matter that they were told
they were living in "auto-court™ lodgings, they nevertheless
felt they had been put into only moderately disguised stgbles.
The barbed-wire fences and the soldiers on patrol looked nore
like the trimmings of a conecentration camp than of an assembly

center,

The next morning, under a bright warm 5un; Santa Anita (al-
ready dubbed "Japanita') buckled down to the job of becoming
& large habitation-=-if not a city. Children started games in
the streets--b&seball; touch-football, ping-pong (on a table
thrown together on the spot) and a Japanese version of marbles
in which the marbles were placed not in a eircle but in a fish-
shaped area,

Hastily erected laundry lines sagged under the weight of wet
elothes, Seraps of lumber; left in a pile by the contractors,
were collected by the armful and brought into the center of camp
for trausformation im tables, chairs and shelves. A few details
of young Japanese boys, identified by "staff" arm-bands, made
doer-to=-door surveys to complete camp reeérds. Other boys were
raking patﬁs, cleaning the grounds, diétributing luggage.

liost of the ovaéuooa, with nothing to do, indulged in visiting
or sightseeing, admiring the luxurious grounds and buildings

($300,000 had been spent in anticipation of the Santa Anita 1942 raciang
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season) , studying the statue of Soahiseuit or watching the work-
men still busy on the barrnoks down on the old parking area.

By mid-afternoon, the sun had been blottod out and a eoli
dismal rain fell spasmodiaully. The rain--and the drenched
ground--put an end to most sightseeing nnd outdoor sports. In-
stead, the evacuees moved inside to gpaaip, compare aooommndations,
play cards, dance to the tunes of portable radios or relax with
vast quantities of Coca-Col&s.‘ A Tew evauueés continued to walk
about outside under the protection of a rare umbrella or even
a wide Japanese sunshade, |

Gossip revolved about such points as these--

"Where are we going to be moved next? And when?"

"{hen are we going to be given some work to do here?"

"How are the San Francisco Japsanese going to fit in when they
get here?"

"What about us young reilowa? Are we going to be drafted
by the Army?"

Some of the older Issei, professional gardeners, sized up
'thc shrubs and trees around the dwellings and wondered if they
would be permitted to indulge in a little spading and pruning.
Most of these first evacuees were farmers; only a few were fisher-
men, recently removed from Terminal Island, and still less were
merchants, Even during the first days at Santa Anitg, the farmers
examined the racetrack nurseries, lawns, flower beds, and orange
trees with professional interest, the merchants considered the
possibility of opening small stores (bamned by the management),
and only the fishermen seemed at a loss for ideas.

Among the younger evacuees, only a small group appeared angry
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or suilen: these were boys in their 'teens, many of them wearing

their high school letters.

On April 7, a thousand Japanese arrived at Santa Anita
from SanlDiego Ooﬁnty and 660 came in on an overnight train from
san Framcisco, Additional hundreds had come from Long Beach, bring-
ing the camp population past the 5000 mark; and notices were posted
for the clearance of étill more sections of Los Angeles County,

By april ll; slightly more than a week after the first evacuees
had emtered the assembly cemter, Santa Anita was clearly shaping
into a more effective preject, Handicapped though it was by 1its
essential (or at least announced) temporary status, and by the
constant influx of more Japanese from many different locations,
it nevertheless was stabilizing itself into definite patterns of
organization,

Many Japaneso; especially the pioneers at the cenfer, wuld
signal their return from one part of camp to thelir own quarters
by seying, "I'm going Lome."

A steady flow of mail, together wi th receipt of daily
newspapers and talks with recent arrivals, kept the evacuees as
well informed as ordinary Americans on current events.

The once bare stalls hgd veen made more homelike by installa-
tion of shelves, curtains; tables, night stands, cupboards and
cabinets, many of these articles being built out of left-over odds
and ends of lumber. Most of the rooms were kept neat and clean;
mnny; howover; wereidirty, unkempt and unattractive.

Plans for self-government within the camp boundaries were

proceeding, although members of the camp management quickly indicated
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it would be a distinet modification of self-government.

"A lot of those Japs who are already coming to the fore,"
they said; "are the bad pennies, the cheap ward politiecians.
ie have to be careful of them, and see they don't get us in
trouble.™

Many of the so-ealled ward politicians, it appeared;
were the aggressive young Nisei who had been leaders in their
former communities; and who were now centinuing at Sante Anita,

A major proportion of the QVacuees; modera tely well settled
in their new routine, asserted thair‘gratitude at being inside
the Santa Anita fence,

"It may be a little hard on our parents and on our young-
sters,”" one Nisei declared; "but we'll all get along all right.
It's mueh better for us to be here, Back in San Pedro or San
Francisco or San Diege; we never knew what might happen te us.
We'd all heard about acts of violenee; and a lot of the Japanese
had been threatened and intimidated., If anything had happened
to a single o0il well, if anybody had blown up a bridge, if a
single Japanese was found committing sabotage-=-and certainly
some Japanese were 'orking for the Japanese government--it would
have been terrible for all of us. |

"This way, even though a lot of us feel we're forced to.
give up our American citizenship and we all feel we're making
at least as much sacrifice as any other group in the country,
we're safe from anything a2 mob might try to do to us.

"The only thing that bothers us is what's going to happen
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after the war, It isn't going to be sc easy to pick up where
we left off,"

The commissary department had already changed its Operatinns;
shifting its staff and its menus, A% first, almost all the kit~
chen workers were non-Japanese, but quickly they were supplanted
by experieunced cooks from among the evacuees, Wllliam Otani, for
10 years chef at the $1,000,000 Sabota Hot Springs Hotel at San
Jacinto and before that at the Claridge Hotel in Chieago; was
assistant chef in one of the Santa Anita mess halls,

"We started out with regular Amy canned-food ration; with
extra tea and rice,"™ he sald. "At first, American cooks make rice
‘wrong way. Llhey cook wet rice, Japanese like rice dry. Now
we fix that way. WNow we start using fresh food.

"Here's tomorrow's menu-=-

"For breakfast; we serve here 4500 people. That takes 500
pounds steamed catmeal; 60 gallons milk; 20 cases sliced peaches,
200 pounds pineapple Jam; 65 pounds coffee, plenty bread and butter,

"For lunch, some of our people move to other dining room. We
serve 3000, We cook 1000 pounds baked fish--half whiterish; half
shark., For cream sauce, we need 3 cases milk, Use 500 pounds
steamed rice. Making banana squash--5 cases sweet potato mixed
with 450 pounds fresh banana squash, Very good., liake cole slaw
salad, use 1000 pounds cabbage. Serve lots of tea.

"Have 3000 for supper tomorrow, We make scrambled eggs with
green pepper--that takes 12 cases fresh eggs. That's 4,320 eggs,
lots eggs. Very expensive. A4lso 50 pounds green pepper, l case
milk, Also, we fix 1000 pounds mashed potatoes, and 5 cases--

30 gallons--dill pickles, For dessert, 15 cases pears.
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"Every day, we use 2000 leaves fresh bread.

"Over here; young ladies fix speecial food for little
babiés, . Have canned milk, Karo syrup, orange juice. Put in
bottles with rubber nipples, All sterilized. Fix just like
doctor wants, All very clean, Little boys and girls, they
get bottle of milk every meal. Sometimes don't want milk. They
drink it anyhow. Very good nilk{ Sometimes have fight with
" mothers., lothers very dumb about milk, But doctor says, 'Must
have milk,' so must have."

MQanuhile, 30 special milk kitchens--each wifh a hot plate
and icebox--~had been built and spotted at strategic points
throughout the camp area., The Japanese babies were go;ng to
have milk,

Work had also started on clearing the praectice race track '
to make a baseball diamond and perhaps a soccer or football field.

The recent rain; continuing sporadically all week, had fail-
ed to make a serious impression on camp morale, especially since
many of the evacuees had dug ditches %o carry off the water,
Qutside the camp boundaries, where the soldiers were on patrel,
the mud was much more serious but the guards took it and liked
it. Or at least they took it.

Still farther away, the citizens of the city of Areﬁdia were
beginning %o accept the new progect, and even become reconciled.
Although they could not visit the camp and see it for themselves,
they had discovered many of their earlier fears had been ground-

less,



Santa Anita - 16

Said W. D, Libby,secretary of the Arcadia Chamber of Com-
merce:

"There was a lot of resentment here at first, but most of
the folks have gotten over it., Even so, some people are still
sore at me because I didn't go to the Army and tell the generals
they couldn't move the Japs here,

"Now that we've found out the soldiers are keeping them
well-guarded, nobody is worrying very much,

"Of course, it hurts the eity to have Santa Anita closed
down, but we'll get by. After all, Arcadia was here long be-
fore the track was built~-it was incorporated in 1903,

"We call Arcadia the 'City of Homes,' best and cheapest
water in Calirarnia; low utility ratos; no big industries., It
covers 124 square miles. Our 1940 census figure was only 9;022,
but by now it's probably 12,000. ;

“"A fair proportion of the people here are retired--many
of them are ex-soldiers and ex-railroad men. About 80 per cent
of the workers commute to Los Angeles or Paaadona; and some of
them go as far as Long Beagh or Glendale.,

"We don't have many industries--three lumber yards, a
sash-and-door works; and the 7-Up bottling plant.

"0f course, e¢losing Santa Anita is going to hurt us., 4
lot of stores and hotels did lots of business with the racing
erowd, Some of our men's stores have big stocks of small-size
clothes for jockeys. And the track used to pay about §38,000
a year in taxes, and contributed a couple of hundred to the

Chamber of Commerce, and some of the other agencies, But this
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is all part of war, and we can't complain.

"le already had some Japagese around--about 50 of them.
They had vegetable stands and flower gardens, and some of them
were servants., Very decent class, too. Minded their own busi-
ness, never got in trouble. But I suppose the Japs over at
Santa Anita are different.,”

Like many another citizen of Arcadia, Libby emphasized
this: "Naturally, I don't like to have the Japs here., Bu?b
1t'd rather have 'em here than around the harbor amd the oil
wells and the plane factories. And I understand they're go-
ing to be moved pretty soon. Do you think they'll put soldiers
in all those barraecks later on? Soldiers can come into town,

and buy at our stores . . ."
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Throughout the early stages of the evacuation and relocation program,
most of the officials involved took particular pains to wipe their hands of
another wartime problem, the contrel of dangerous aliens.

The two problems, they sald, were totally and completely unrelated,
concerning two entirely separate groups of people, two separate groups of
governmental agencies, two different types of treatment. They considered
relocation to be a demooratic, rational and essentially friendly but necessary
act ("it hurts us as much as it hurts you") to provide mutual aid and protection;
but control of dangerous aliens is a policeman's job, beginning with some acute
spying by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, featured by a dramatic house-to-
house raid, and ending with a concentration ocamp.

Ia reality, however, these two were intimately related parts of the same
problem, The caspaign against suspected dangerous aliens, with all its flam-
boyant publicity and its appeal as a pulp-magazine thriller come true, was
largely responsible for the birth of the relocation program, a major factor in
convineing the public that relocation was necessary, and instrumental in de-
termining the extent of relocatioa,

The first raids against aliens convinced the Nation that some aliens
could not be trusted., Continuation of the raids, even alter officials had
claimed "everything is now under control," brought the feeling that perhaps no
aliens could be trusted.

Even as early as December 27, 1941, Attorney General Biddle stated:

by malmﬁom-plqorlmt. « « Pfewer than 3000 have been
regarded as dangerous to the peasce and safety of the United States. Those have
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been taken into custody by Federal authorities.”

But all through January and February, the Federal authorities took more
and more enemy aliens into custedy. By Pebruary 26, the Attorney General
reported, 5161 enemy aliens had been arrested, and yet the raids went on--
productive raids, too, with the seisure of still more dangerous aliens and
still more hidden contraband. County jails and immigration stations were
jemmed with aliens awaiting hearings, additional hearing boards had to be
appointed to keep up with the work, interament camps were becoming seriously
orowded and store rooms were filled with thousands of contraband weapons,
tens of thousands of rounds of ammunition, illegal short-wave radios, signal
flags, military uniforms, code books, powerful floed lights, photographic
equipment and even dynamite.

More and more innocent-appearing Japanese priests, harmless and impov-
erished Japanese farmers and faithful Japanese domestic servants all turned out
to be colonels in disguise.

And still the raids went on,

Eventually public sentiment turned to the only logieal conclusion:

Nobody knows how many dangerous aliens we have. We can't trust any of them.

We must move them all-especially Japanese--from strategic areas. And, for good

measure, we'd better move their citigzen children along with them,

Whether or not this was justified, it was what the people wanted. It
resulted in a clamor for mass evacuation, especially of Japanese, and eveantu-
ally it resulted in evesuatien iteelf.

Yet the story of the dangerous aliens did not stop there, with evasua-
tion foreced on non-dangerous aliens and oitizens. For eash alien sent to a
congentration camp had relatives or friends or neighbors. His wife, his parents,
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his children, ashamed or orushed or vengeful, went to relecation centers; their
records were olear, but their minds were not. They had a father, or a brother
or friend or neighbor, in a concentration eamp--he was a oriminal in the eyes
of the United States Government--and they were supposed to [forget about it.

"Don't think about your father up at Missoula,” they were told. "That's
all over. We're giving you a fresh start.”

But it wasn't all over for thousands of families at Santa Anita and
Manganar and Parker. They were starting their new life with strong ties to a
man a thousand miles away, branded as an enemy to America. Those ties were
destined to have strange but unpredictable effects on the suscess of the War
Relocation Authority.

Internment camps, more commonly known as concentration camps, are
nothing new to modera nations. Every country in time of war has had to do some-
thing with enemy nationals within its borders; once these viectims were of
limited importance, for they were quiokly slaughtered after the outbreak of
hostilities, and that was that, but now--under the rules of eivilised warfare--
they are placed in concentration camps for the duration.

Every detail of a wartime concentration camp is covered by a universal
treaty governing prisoners of war. This pact lists the food and housing that
mist be given internees, the type and amount of work they can perforam, the type
and maximuu amount of punishment allowable (30 days in solitary confinement,
but no corporal punishment) and provisions for investigation by representatives
of & mutually satisfactory neutral natien.

Only since the rise of Hitler and the Naxi Gestapo has an uglier set of
rules been applied to a concentration cmmp, and even in Germany, brutality and
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torture has been administered not to captured "enemy nationals” but to those
German nationals and slave peoples whose own countries could not retaliate with
reprisals in kind.

Amerioa had internment camps during World War I, and even before this
country went to war with the Axis in 1941, three caups were established for
internment of alien Japanese, Germans and Italiaus held here under the rules of
war. The first of thess wus at Fort Stanton in New ilexico, just north of the
Mesoalero Apache Indian Reservation, established in 1940 by agreement with the
German Embassy to hold 409 members of the orew of the scuttled liner Columbus.
The next two were placed at Fort Uissoula, lontana, and Port Lincola near Siswarek,
South Dakota, onetime headquarters of General Custer. A few days after Pearl
Harbor, a western camp was set up in Tuna Canyon, near Los Angeles, and om
March 30, 1942, a second Pacific Coast camp went into action at Sharp Park,
near San Francisco.

For weeks before, FBI raiding parties had Leen scouring all Northera
and Central Californis, rounding up scores of suspected aliens--Germans,
Japanese and Italians--in the San Francisco Bay area, the fertile Sacramento
and San Joaguin valleys, and the northern lumber towns. These alieus had
lived and worked for years as nurserymen, {araers, truck gardeners, grocers,
newspaper men, household servants and small business men; but in fact, claimed
the FBI agents, they were memb.rs of the German-American Bund, the Italian Com-
batenti, the Japanese Military Virtue Society, the Black Dragon, and the
Heimushe m.

Every one of these aliens was considered a potential spy, saboteur or

enemy agent.
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In each case, the preliminary history had been the same. The FBI
men, alded by local police and deputy sheriffs, had closed down without warn-
ing on one suspected distriet, served special presidential warrants, questioned
each suspect, searched his house (and usually found some hidden contraband),
and booked him at the nearest jail--"en route to immigration authorities.”

The immigration authorities then went into action, colleeting the
seized aliens in trucks and busses, and transferring them to San Framcisco's
Silver Avenue Imaigration Station.

Here, at Silver Avenue, the aliens found no barred cells awaiting them,
but instead a huge gymanasium--a left-over from the days when the sprawling
buildings once served as a training school for the Salvation Army. That
gymnasium had been transformed into a dormitery by the simple trick of covering
virtually the entire floor with row after row of double-~deck beds. It was
jemmed with the beds, the hundreds of "detainees” and their luggage; only enough
space was left for a dozen card tables (stacked suitcases) for the interminable
ocard games.

Those games were conducted under utmost difficulties. Aisle space was
too narrow for efficient navigation, and the tebles and players were constantly
bumped by every passerby. The air was thick with tobacco smoke and a dosen
other fumes and odors. Early in the afternoon, it became still more difficult
to concentrate on pinochle: guards began issuing directions--

"Humber eight-four-five "

"Here."

"Pack your stuff and get ready to move I"

"Where we going?™

"You'll find out . . . number eight-four-six "
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Traffic up and down the aisles became too much for the card-players,
snd the games finally halted. Nearly two hundred men bent over their suit-
cases, folding in the last pleces of clothing, the last shirt, the extra sweater,
the warm pair of socks. Were they going to ley Nerth Dakota, to sun-baked
New Mexico? Neither ome, the inside story had it, but to a new cemp near San
Francisco--down at Sharp Park.

The inside story was always there--and usually it was correct. Not
even the newspapers knew about Sharp Park, but the aliens did.

By 2:50 five big passenger busses had pulled inside the fenced courtyard
and the first of the detainess climbed the narrow stairs out of the gymnasium
and stepped out in the bright hot sunlight. These first were Italians. They
game out blinking in the light, unshaven, uncertain, then grimming at the
bus drivers and the walting guards.

The guards, less than a dogzen of them, were from the Border Patrol--
tall, rangy men brought up from the Mexican border. They carried heavy automatics
on their belts, and the guns stayed in their holsters. There was no obvious
demonstration of weapons, no machine gun display in the background, no bayonets--
just those automatics kept in their holsters, ready but not ostentatious,

The Italians came filing out of the gymnasium. Most of them seemed
glad to get out in the sunlight, %o goi a lung full of the clean air sweeping
in from the Pscific. liaybe they were deadly Faseisti they looked like good
paisanos--farmers, storekeepers, wine growers. Neckties and clean shirts were
rare. Their luggage was all of two types--either old, broken luggage that had
never been very good in its prime, or shiny new suitoases that looked like the
$2.98 lpuhl; It wasn't traveling man's 1uimo. A few men carried paper
bags stuffed with shirts n.ml underwear, liost had a few clothes hangers under
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their arm. OConcentration camps, it appeared, don't provide standard hotel
facilities.

And still the Italians came filing out, usually starting off in the
wrong direction, then called over to the checker to give his name and number,
and finally ushered into a bus. The bus drivers did all the work, carrying
the baggage and loading it in place.

Once or twice a German appeared in line, but each time he was told
to wait uantil the Italians were all finished. The Italians thought this was
particularly amusing.

It took two busses to carry all the Italians, and then the Germans came.
There was no mistaking the change: these men were strikingly blond, shaved,
clean, well dressed (with neckties). Hany of them were surprisingly young,
in their late teens or early twenties. Where the Italians were puffing on
pipes, the Germans went in for cigarettes. And the German luggage was different--
it was all the same, good, solid stuff-perhaps dirty and souffed, daubed with
hotel and airline stickers, but unguestionably expensive.

The Germans, too, joked in the bright sunlight, but it wasn't good-
humored joking. There were sullen jibes mixed with the loud laughs.

*And now we have the Border Patrol with us,” one blond muttered in
German., "Nothing but damned Mexican-chasers!” And then loudly, in English,
with a broad smile, he added, "Hello, fellows. Glad to see you're going %o
protect us.,"” He laughed uproariously.

The guards failed to appreciate the joke. Leaning against the walls
and the bus fenders, they wrigzgled into slightly more comfortable positions.

"wish I was back in Calexico," one of them said. "My wife's gomna
have a baby in two weeks."
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The German-American conversations petered away.

Meanwhile, with the Italians and Germans moving ecarelessly into their
busses, the Japanese were getting themselves organized. It was super-organization,
They had lined themselves, three abreast, in a geometrically straight line, with
each man standing nearly at full attention, his baggage by his side. If someone
had said "Forward liarch I® they would undoubtedly have stepped out in perfect
order. The guards had nothing to do with this organisation; a little, well-
dressed, black-mustached man, Mr. Inouye, took care of it, He gave his orders,
end his orders were obeyed.

When the bus drivers were ready to load the Japaunese, lir. Inouye stepped
in as middle man. He took the orders from the bus drivers, relayed them on
to the Japanese, and the results were marvelous, Not one Japanese made .
single mistake,

The Japanese, too, had their own tastes in baggage. Where the Italians
went in for the §2.98 specials and the Germans for good, selid, oxi:miu
luggage, the Japanese were showily modern, super-modern. The Hipponese luggage
was super-aireraft luggage, with the most up-to-date color combinations, the
biggest stripes, the biggest identification labels, the most streamlined
handles.

It took more than an hour to check and load the men and their baggage.
At the end of the driveway, out of sighj dozens of women and children and a
few men waited patiently to wave goedby. When the busses finally roared up
the driveway, the farewell ceremony collapsed; a few Japanese girls waved with
complete abandon, one Italian woman broke out with a stream of unmistakable
curses, and four children--~two German and two Italian--oried miserably.
Everybody else merely looked,
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A few passersby, obviously aware of the identity of the passengers,
watched without smiling, without jibing, without any comment at all, They
calmly followed the proceedings as they would the movements of handcuffed
murderers.

Once on their way, the busses made excellent time; without any sirens
or motorcycle escort, with only one guard in each bus of forty-odd men, the
drivers handled their assigmment as if it were the usual 5:15 commuter's
special to Falo Alto,

A forty mimutes drive south of San Francisco, the Sharp Park camp is
girded on three sides by the Coast Range, on the fourth by the Pacific Ocean,
Between the ocean shore and the green-roofed, yellow barracks buildings is
part of the relling fairways of the Sharp Park golf course. As a concentra=
tion camp for dangercus aliems, it offers & superb view that would delight any
chamber of commerce, but the view is filtered through a ten-foot fence topped
by barbed-wire,

Three weeks before the first buslosds of aliens reached there, Sharp
Fark was acquired by the Covernment, and its buildings--once used by the State
Relief Administration and more recently by the State Guard--were put into
proper condition. Fences were strung all around the camp, and high towers
erected on the corners for armed guards,

late in the afterncon of March 30, the first 191 men were taken forty
at & time into the wired enclosurse, marched to the barracks and sssigned te
their beds. Border Patrolmen from the Immigration Service, assisted by State
(uardsmen, quickly led the men to the quarters; again, there was no prodding
with bayonets or even with guns, for not a single weapon was allowed within
the enclosure. As each guard marched through the fence opeming, he surrendered
bkis gun to the guard remaining outside. They took no chance that a prisoner



Sharp Park-10

might grab a gun even inside the fence.

With ten barracks and a top capacity of 1200, the first 191 aliens had
ample room, and only a few guards were necessary.

“It's funny finding the Japs coming in like this," one State Guard
captain said, 'lonuuﬁthqnmmc-luhm,m‘upmw-u
‘em arrive on battleships from the West, and now they arrive by Greyhound bus
from San Francisco., Well, we're ready for 'em anyhow,"

Dlmmwntunnhm—mt,m,mmm,
fruit for dessert, plenty of coffee. I.D.*llok'm,dmﬁ'-m
Missoula to watch the proceedings, claimed food can make or bresk a concentra-
tion camp. |

'Myp.runte:thotrwbhhmrlmerwmp,*!um,
"is due to food-—badly cocked, or not emough of it. Here, the aliens can get
Mﬁtmmmm,if'&wmat,Mu'ummgth-mm
their om food. .I brought down two Japs, two Italians, and two Germans from
Eilver Avenue, ahead of time, They know how their own people like to have
their food flavored."

"Our only instruetion," Collaer tells interned aliens, "is to see you
don't leave here illegally, We have no orders to make you unhappy or uncome
fortable, and all our inclinations are in the other direction.®

Collser, an old-timer with the Border Patrol, inspector at Del Paso from
1937 to 190, was given the job of estsblishing the first internment camp at
Fort Stanton, New Mexico. Later he started the camps at Missoula and Bismareck,

m%ummm«mamu-m,nm,muh
avoided is people wouldn't leave unlocked cars around the campe,

"We keep guards—unarmed, of course-—inside the camp sll night. They
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help to keep up morale, and find out what's going on. Also, they look for
fresh dirt--the signs that somebody is doing a little tummeling work."

Everybody in cemp mast work--probably only a few hours a day--and
preferably &t something he understands.

"Farmers and gardemers,” Collaer said, "will find some flower beds
slresdy eround the duildings. VYe're going to have more, maybe put in some lawns.
¥e're going to have some vegetable gardens, too. If we have artists or painters
here, we can use thelr gkille; after n;. we need plenty of decorations eround the
place.

"They're going to have reecreation and amusement~-maybde radio and movie
progrems, soccer, baseball, maybe football.

“They're going to have thoii own government, aand their owa jury system to
get care of meh who won't cooperate. Ve won't have to do much enforecing--they'll
take care of that themselves.

"We'll have . esnteen--after all, they always seem to have money to spend,
or they can get it--but we'll divide the suthority for running it between all three
groups. If we didn't do it that way, the Japs would get control of it in three
days.”

Five mimites after dimmer, the first sign of Jepanese initiative appeared. :
Mr. Inouye, the little man who "orgenigzed" his countrysmen back at the Silver
Avenue Station, came to Collaer.

"1 am nurseryman,” he said. "Maybe you let me stay here. Fleaty work %o
d0. You get me plants, some seeds? Maybe we put im lawn here, pétunias over
there, climbing roses over roof? I can do. But need help.”

"Help?" Collaer chuckled, “We've got 190 men here who can help.*

Some offieials, he indiceted, hesitated to trust interned lll—! with
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ghovels or saws or even sharper cutting tools. At Silver Avenue, for example,
s gign on the bulletin bBoard proclaimed: “Germens shave at 8:30 a.m. Jape
shave at 3i00 p.m. Ouard must be present.”

At Sharp Park cemp, the aliens can keep their own razors and shave when
and whom they like.

The men brought here, it must be emphagized, still do not know their fate
for the duration of the war. They are being held uatil they ecan be given
hearings before civilisn boards and the testimony sent to the Justice Depart-
nent for decision.

Some of the "detainees"--not yet "internees®--will prodably be released
others will be let out on prodbation, perhaps only half will be sentenced to
permanent internment until the end of the war. About half of the 191 drought to
Sharp Fark on March 30, then, are unquestionably enemies of the United Stntes,
men wvho have engaged in espionage or who were ready to commit sabotege. They
were the fifth-columnists, working under orders from Berlin, Tokye or Rome.

They were arch-enemies of a demoeratic nstion.

That nation, vhich they were trying to destroy, had thie treatment in
store for them—

Cutside, a barbed-wire fence, mechine guns, searchlights, guards vho
earried guns snd knew hov to use them,

lnlﬁ. moderate vork to be done, plenty of food, sports, mevies, radios,
and & good share of self-government.

"Our only instruection,® they are informed, "is to see you don't leave
here illegally."



[37.0f

Yay 2, 1942

Veetinz with Mr, Fergusen, ¥r, Bates, Vr, Tozier and Mr, Silverman.

Y¥r, Silverman delivered verbal report om his findidips in Salinas and

lonterey area, in connection with evacuation of Japanese to Salinas

Assembly Center,

¥r, Silverman: This area is 100 miles south of San Francisco,
It is one of the richest agricultural districts in the state. Chief
commodities grown are truck erops, sugar beets, lettuce. Known as the
"Lettuce Bowl" of America., About a 14 millien dellar erep annually,
About 23,000 acres, of which the Japanese harvest about 6,000 acres,
This acreage has been i‘n for a long time, 15 or 20 years maybe,
That is one part of the county of Monterey. Several nearby districts
include small Chualar, which is particularly important, and Watsonville,
a pretty big towmn, Still further away in the western part of the county!
is the Monterey Peninsula and Pacific Grove. About 2300 Japanese in
Yeonterey County are involved in the evacuation, maybe 2500, Somewhere
between zero and 200 are in concentration camps. The largest
amounts of contraband uncovered anywhere in the country - ammumition
by tens of thouﬁmdl of rounds, for example - were found in this
county, There are about 2000 Filipines in the area who are primarily
farm workers, small merchants, There are four things a Filipino will
go for in the following order: (1) good looking clothes, (2) good
looking car, (3) blonde woman, (4) a Jap.

For about the last five or ten years, or even longer there has
been definitely no love lost between Filipines and Japanese.
Filipinos were never managers or operators. They were and are for

the most part farm laborers. NVeny worked under Japanese; the Japanese



took it out on them, end white laborers took it out on their Japanese
laborers.

From the time of Pearl Harbor on the situation apparently got
pretty bad., Japanese were intimidating the Filipinos the same vay white
peorle were intimidating the Japanese. Around Christmas the thing
changed very definitely and the intimidation came in the other direc-
tion between FPilipinos and Japanese. As a result: considerable appre-
hension emong the Japanese, and I can prove it. The Japanese all
moved together into one central colony. Most of them migrated - and
this was one of the highest voluntary migration rates of Japanese.
Around in early January and all through February thingseccurred; there
are stories about these occurrences, generally circulated about towm,
which I can't prove yet, For example: & number of Japanese disappeared -
there is no question about it - but no ome will admit anything. I asked
one individual: ™hat happened to this family?" "Well, they are all
gone - they migrated.” "ihat about the others?” "Well, they are gone
too."

There are storu,rwhioh again I pm"b prove, of Japanese youths
being beaten up in schools by Filipinos and Caucasians., The Sheriff
has the dope on this and I think he will talk. There were more stories
of burning Japanese farm equipment, houses, sheds, turning over auto-
mobiles and a lot of school«boy stuff, like letting air out of tires,
which is unimportant, Talking to doctors you realize there has been a
sudden upsurge of Japanese patients with psychoneurosis. Last week they
moved these 2000-0dd Japanese into the Salinas Assembly Center.

It is said of Filipinos, (by way of background information) that

they can ro over a fence in the dark with a Imife between their teeth,
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ond vhen they emerge the knife will be wet. The general feeling _
all through the county is that the contraband discovered was no secret;
everybody expected it; memny of the Japamese were suspected all along.

The picture is entirely different on the Monterey side. There
the Japanese were not part of the agricultural scheme, but more
definitely in fishing (sardine, some tuna) working with Italians,
Portuguese and some Yugoslavs, The Japanese were always very coopera=-
tive in their wnion dealings; the first to pay their dues; the first
to contribute to the Red Cross; always the first to register to vole.
In this area they sold their property and mede good deals, They never
did own many boats; they owned five or six altogether. Those have been
disposed of, In that part of the county you get an entirely different
feeling - not much intimidation nor much antegonism. Some people were
actvally sorry to see them go. Vhereas, in Salinas they are delighted
to see them go, "Thank God we got them out” is the generally expressed
consensus,

You get the same picture in Watsonville end a similar picture in
Seanta Cruz, although this latter area has not been checked as yet. The
situation is very definitely due to the presence of Filipines. Senbi-
ment expressed against Japanese by Caucasians in relation to number of
Filipines around, Monterey has very few Filipinos; Pacific Grove has
very few Filipines. Whereas, in Vatsonville n.nd Chualar there are lots
of them, The Filipine's antipathy for the Japanese expressed by
whites,

Black Monday = the day the National Guard boys (all from Salinas)

were considered te be lost, when news came through that Bataan had
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fallen to the inwvader. A large number of Salinas boys in the
Phillipines., People tell me they can't understand why there weren't
some lynchings that night, o extra police were put on. Somehow,
something stopped it.
The best source of information is going to be this: start out with

a man by the name of Austin Anson, who is secretary of the Vegetable

Growers and Shippers' Association, National Bank Building, Salinas,
Anson told me this on several occasions: He has sat in his office
with leaders of the Filipinos and begged them to cut it outs The
Filipinos feel: if our countrymen are at war with the Japanese there,
why not us here, "Can't we go out and shoot a couple?”, is the quelt‘.loin
voiced by more than one Filipine. He says that he can supply us with
all the dope we need, either through his omn files, or the memories or
files of his members, They are ready to talk, I asked him if he would
be willing to speak to our attorneys. He said, "Hell, yes".

The situation is somewhat aggravated because of the rather widely-
circulated myth that Japanese can grow more an acre, TWhite growers |
say it is not true, and the Japanese, Italian, Portuguese and whites
will grow the same amownt within 1/10th of 1 per cent. Japanese will
make more profit, however, because their living costs are lower,
Japanese grow about 25 per cent of the lettuoce; 6,000 acres out of
23,000,

Question: Well, if the main basisfor the dislike of the Japanese
by the white is agricultural competition, the dislike of the Japanese
should be present, not only in Salinas, but in every other agricultural
section,

S8ilverman: You don't find this, though, in truck gardens; you
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you don't find it in sugar beets; very few Japanese in that; the

competition is not important. You have to consider the crop and the

numeriecal proportions.

Question: The situation is due to economic competition then,
rather than to presence of Filipines?

S8ilvermen: No, I don't think sos I don't know why. In particu-
lar geographical areas you expect to find that antipathy; you don't
find it in San ¥ateo County, for example, where the chief commodity
grown is the artichoke. In Imperial Valley you do find it, however,

Question: Is there a concentration of Filipinos there?

Silvermansy No, I don't think so. Filipinos stick close te
relatively big citiess They like to go in and shoot pool of a Saturday
night,

Silverman: This tank corps business and the loss of 150 boys will
very definitely have to be considered as one of the reasons for the
danger of violence down in Salinas, Anson has two sons that he thinks
are in Bataan, You have that on one side, aggravated by the contraband,
ageravated perhaps to & limited extent to competition, and the Filipino
situation, Ten years ago it was the Filipino who was thoroughly hated
by whites; now the Filipino is a great guy.

Mr, Bates: In 1935 Welech got his bill through for transporting
the Filipinos back to the Phillipines, A large mumber of them went
and there was quite a flurry around Salinas on this thing, I am told
that at one timo people were telling the Filipines: "If you ever get
back to the Phillipines, you will never get back to this country".

Silverman: The people in Pasadena and Arcadia are now blaming the

Japanese for closing Santa Anita., Monterey County lettuce, beets are
going to have about a 3 to 4,000-man shortage of labor. The
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Japanese are going to be blamed for that, toos I don't lmw how
they will rationalize that out, but they'll do it. They n;at Vexicans,

Question: Tas this dislike of Japanese evident before war?

S8ilverman: Not much, You will prqba.bly find it in quite a few
isolated cases out on farms, In cities, particularly in Vonterey, which
gives an excellent comparison (Monterey has 90 per cent of the 1n'b0111_- _
gence in the county) people have always been very free with the Japanese;
they got along perfeectly; never been in troubles They still feel that
it is just one of those things. "Sorry, boys, it's got to be done;
it's better for all of us,"™ is the prevalent feeling. This wouldn't
. happen in Salinas or Watsonville.

Mr. Bates: Of Salinas I think it should be said it is typical of
a considerable number of cowrties that you will find in Califernia, and
several others in the far west, Salinas is traditionally, historically
& cow tomn, Vast area of the Salinas Valley was held in large ranches,
and Salinas itself was a small town as cow towms are, A tough towm - well,
in the sense that cow towns are tough - a lot of the hilarity was sort
of inoffensiwve, & little shooting now and then. Then came the development
of irrigation of a wery small portiom of the whole valley., An extremely
high rate per acre was yielded. As & result: concentration of labor in
small aree in Selinas and Vatsonville, both of which became very heavily
populated., Salinas in the twenties more than doubled in populatiomn.
A new element was introduced at the time of the lettuce strike. A grouwp
of people who represented large interests were brought in from the out-
side whose only interest was in making money and getting out. The San
Francisco Chronicle sent & man down there at that time and he was chased

outs A reporter got beaten up and ordered out of town, In 1936 the
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situation became acute enough to warrant the use of tear borbs, and the
vigilantes were called out,

Silvermen: The Filipinos are taking care of the "Okie" problem,
Salinas was one of the first places to duild o.grioultuft_l camps, Filipinos
work three or four weeks and then retire to camps, Thepeope in Salinas
did find out this: the Assembly Center is no answer to the problem,
They went them out end quick, When asked, "Vhat do you mean by quiek?”,
the reply was "Right now", "We are worried as long as there is a single
Jap in the county”. “Vhat do you mean by right now?"” "FWithout any
delay”, "Say six weeks?"™ The reply was invariably a fervent, "Oh, Godi"

Late Thursday afternoon (sl though I em not sure of this) was the.
last day of the evacuation and every Japanese in the county was supposed
to be avacuated. A few have been given temporary stays to finish up
important business. One man was disposing of his farm; the purchaser
was coming down from San Franecisco but had been delayed six hours after
the deadline, Those in authority were inclined to be lenient and said,
"Sure, give him six hours more.” The reaction of Salinas residents was
that they figured they were being double-crossed,

Five Japanese were in the county hospital with tuberculosis and
they were pretty sick, I talked to the county physician during their
removal and asked him, "hat are you doing?" "We are moving them out
of hospital; we have to or we would have trouble on our hands.”™ "To
the Assembly Center?" "Yes."

Q‘lﬂlﬁﬁnl‘ Are there hospital facilities in assembly centers?

Silvermans Only by title.

Silvermen: There are two bad spots down there: Salinas didn't

bother deing a good job on the floor beards. The wind when I was
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there was terrifie, and it's going to be worse this summer with the

dust,

Question: Do the folks in Salinas seem to have any feeling at
all that their boys on Bataan will be maltreated?

Silverman: The ooncept of reprisals is, of course, present in
their minds, They are not thinking more than 24 hours ‘bahind. instead
of ahead, They are wondering what's happened to the boys already.

¥r, Tozier: In other words, they figure the Japanese have already
abused our boys and we have got to get back at the Japanese here?

Silverman: Prisoners of war in Tokio have been maltreated.

Mr. Tozier: I have been through the State Department papers on
that -~ situation is a little murky.

¥r, Bates: The people who went to Salinas were from Santa Cruz
and Monterey counties?

S8ilverman: Yes,

¥r, Bates: How leng had the assembly center been completed?

Silverman: It still isn't completed.

¥y, Bates: Down in Fresno George Dean brought back the story the
town wes medder than hell, Carpenters made #120 a week working double
time, Then assembly center was completed and stood there six weeks
without anybedy in its

Silverman; Salinas feels their rodeo grounds are their pride and
joy (situated alomg the highway on the outskirts of town)., Vorkers and
carpenters arrived and began to tear wp the turf, TWhile on the other

side of the road were 80 acres of open pasture land which could have been
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used, "Why wreck publicly-owned land?”, was the general feeling voiced,
They can't get over that,

Construction started st Salinas on ¥areh 30 and was sufficiently
completed on April 27. The first omes went in, I think, on the 27th,

The shower rooms there (constructed on the basis for American
soldier encampments) were over-head showers ui‘t;h faucets to the shower
head. These were completely out of reachs I couldn't reach the darn
things, The Japanese are all pretty short and they couldn't reach them,
Finally one was put in (there are perhaps 50 shower heads in each building)
and put an extension on it, although I have not checked this thoroughly
as yets, They have all been using that, It's the only one they can
reach, Then there wms the little item of neglecting to put on "Hot"™ and
"Cold™ on the faucets. Darmed inconvenient,

The latrine situation is umbelievably filthy, At Santa Anita at
least there was porcelain plumbing, These are wooden cess-pools, dirty,
poorly-ventilated, dark, "Typhoid specials,"

Question: What about doctors and nurees?

Silvemn:m Good set-up there,

Silverman: The Japanese are even more relieved to be there than
at Sante 2Znita. The first groups amounted to about one hundred or two.
We really saw the business, It was the best example of a W,C,C.A.

control center I have seen yet,



