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Wever  befor e i n the hi st oi d of  the* wor l d has a democrat i c nat i on, 

bat t l i ng for  i t s l i f e agai nst  t hr ee power ful  di ct at or shi ps, at tempted t o t ake 

more t han 100,000 of  i t s residents�- sume al i ens, most  of  t hen ci t i aens�- and 

pl ace them qui ckl y, h u &a n e b u t  f i r mi  ̂ i n guar ded ressett l ament  ar eas. 

Ther e have been gr eat  mi gr at i ons bef or e, hi st or i c movements, dr amat i c, 

t er r i bl e, or  pathet i c- �the gr eat  mas exodus of  t he peopl e of  I sr ael  from J gy- pt, 

t he mi gr at i on of  t he aoadi ans to Louisiana, the transfer of  t he I ndi ans to t hei r  

r eser vat i ons, t he f l i ght  of  t he Okies and the Ar ki es from the dustbowl * 

But  none of  t hese coul d compare wi t h the Amer i can evacuat i on of  J apanese 

from t he Paci f i c Coast  i n 194£* Never  befor e had a mass mi gr at i on been con-

ducted wi t h such advance pl anni ng and under  such ext reme di f f i cul t i es . The 

dustbowl  mi gr at i on i n t he t hi r t i es averaged 7,000 a month; t he J apanese were 

to be moved 30,000 a month. 

i n December  1941, t her e were approxi matel y 113,000 J apanese�72,000 

Si sei  or  Afi ier i can b̂orn and 41,000 al i en I saei �i n the four  western st at es of  

Cal i f or ni a, Ar i zona, Oregon and Washi ngt on. 

Al most  si nce December  7, t her e had been a growi ng demand that  t hese 

J apanese be removed from the vi t al  western Defense Cos- and and i t s st r at egi c 

mi l i t ar y and i ndust r i al  cent er s. I n some quar t er s, t hi s demand cal l ed for  t he 

i nst ant  sl aught er  or  at  l east  impr i sonment  of  ever / J apanese. From ot her s, 

i ncar cer at i on was ur ged of  al l  suspected J apanese and compl ete f reedom, under  

sur vei l l ance, for  al l  ot her s. 

Her e, mi r r or i ng the changi ng at t i t ude of  t he publ i c and t he deci si ons 

of  governmental  aut hor i t i es, i s a br i ef r ecord of  what  act ual l y happened» 
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f h$ Cont r ol  Pr ogr ess« 

7, 1941 �* Pol i o« sur r ound l a&di ng J apanese di st r i ct s and con-

sul at es i n l eadi ng c i t i es . Provost  Kar shULl  General  Ul ea 

Cul l l &n or der s round- up of  al l  "pr evi ousl y k m suspi ci ous 

al i ens.** t r avel  f or bi dden t o J t y i i i m al i ens« 
* 

See. 1941 -  -  J tepartossi t  sei ses al l  J apanese "bank® 

busi nesses« 

DM« 1941 � vanj r  J apanese I MMR I P school s cl osed« 

i l , .1941- « F .8»I « war ns agai nst  possessi on of  easMr as or  guns by 

al i ens« 

t '«c, 15, 1941 � Tfcree- fsan c i v i l i an boar ds wi l l  gi ve hear i ngs t o 

ar r est ed al i ens« Rest r i ct i ons an f i n&nci &l  t r .nsact i .- ms 

r el at e*« 

Dee« 27* 1941 � k%%&TMgr Gener al  or der s fel l  *nmay al i en» i n t est  t o 

sur r ender  shor t - wave r adi os and eaaft raa* 

Dec, 90, 1941 � Cal i f or ni a r evokes l i censes hel d by al i en 

J apanese. 

J en. I , 1942 �» At t or n*/ Gener al  f r eezes t r avel  f ey al l  «acsgr  al i ens» 

or der s sur r ender  of  vt&pefts« 

J an« 14, 1942 � "'r esi dent  f l oesevel t  or der s r e~r e*5st r at i en of  eae r̂  

al i ens i n ?est« 

J an* 27, 1942 � l *s Angel es Ci t y and 0©«iifcy di schar ge® al l  J apanese 

on Ci v31 Ser vi ce l i st s« 

J an. 89, 194E � At t or ney Gener al  est abl i shes f i r st  two pr ohi bi t ed 

aones i n Cal i f or ni a, to be cl ear ed by February £4« Western 

Congressmen demand /¿nay desi gnat e t oi l er  ar eas and evacuat e 

al l  eneey al i ens , r eset t l i ng them i n I nt er i or  di s t r i c t s . 



The Cont r ol  Pr#gr£Wft~3 

J an. 194*2 � ¿ttora*? Gener al  eetabl i eh*« l i  adAi Uonal  pr ehl bl t ed 

s om« i n Ofei i  f or al a, t e be cl ear ed t y 15« 

1942 «� Àt t «nwr  Gener al  eet afel i ebee M> &MÌ t t enal  profcl tol ted 

««ti®« l a Cal i forni a io f ee ol ear i  t oy f t b r r̂ / M * 

Peb. 4t 1948 � Attera*? Cenerai  eeta*l i fl&ee «ur i e» sene i n 6»Uf »mt i 

i o ben«a» et f eat i f « Pebr uar y 24, i l  ndAi Uoi sal  pr oMoi t ad aooeg I n 

Cal i f or ni a t e bc ol e&r ed ìyr  F ek r mr / 24» m  ̂ 7 i n Tl fcehi iMtaa a M 

24 i n Or egon fee ci ee*e*l  f cyr  Februtor j  l à* 

f , i Mk � At t er gar  Geaer al  �etat i l i efeee 13 j waf ci bl t e* sones i n 

¿t i sen* i o f ce cl e&r od £4« 

s?#b� i f4J I  � 8* l̂ of BMMSt  0;. f i cea ef f er  a d i o pr t ent i al  «r eeuMi . 

reto» I I , i§n*r  t ukest  J ur i sui ct i on s mi n a i  i s t e è . 

Pefe» 10* 1042 � I ws i f i e Ceaat  Sengreaai sen a*- . Af e? cont usi  af  al i en 

at t uat i on* 

r®b. 17, 1942 � TfcCifiO Ceaet ftMgHHNMft i et t ai  i n». 

Fefc* 16, 1941 � Paci f i c Qwu% Qrnu&wmmuài . évmwm® J uat i ee depar t aaat , 

agc&n AmmaA mr t i &l  l a*. 

SO, � i  r esi nai  or àer » àn r̂ t» t **e «enfcrel  of «̂ T st r at egi e are&a, 

r mmi ws anjr  wsv M̂ei  al l ena or * m»* n * # At t er a«  ̂ Cenar*. 1 apprerea» 

SS, 1942 � &&& i nt ona over  /af f ane?« c e l w d a mi mi  1»l and* 

' et , 34, 1942 � ¿$ed or i l i  al i ena ex«B$tteà f m «dvaou&t i en er i er a« 

Var . 2, � Àiar eetafcl i ebfte ai ut ar e areae 1 ami  2 i n Washington, 

Oregon, Cal i fornia and Arianna« 

J &paneee smart; l e&r e f i r et * 

March 7# X94& � i M p É M Owena H t H f  «i t e fu* uut t aaer  '.eeaption 

Center* 



The Coat i s i  Tr o&r aaMt  

l *t *h 10, I H B � f eder al  l osar t e Bank t o ai d ma u eea i n di apesi ns 

thei r pr oper t y* 

*ar . U » 1948 � Leo O.ro î«gf  n&meâ »l i en pr oper t y cuat odi an. 

l ar . 14, l f 4S � ¿torti  m Ci vi l  Cont r ol  daf ni a t  at  i on cr eat ed t o 

coor di nat e â Uen cont r ol , 

l ar . 16, 1SK8 � eat abi l ehea mi l i t ar  ̂ ar eas i ß I daho, Cont ami , 

t?£oh and í evada, i M i p t i M 934 pr ohi bi t  ed »ones t o bo 

ol ear e*. 

Vi ol at i on of  al i o» eosi t rol  l aws. 

Sa*. SÄ, 1342 � «Q3à or der e er aou&t i en of  Br ai nbr i d¿:e I al and, 

l ar » 23, l t 48 � Fi  r at  J apaneao «ar ar an to Kaat anar » 

l o r . 24, 1$4* � Cur few l aw f or  s i i  al l er e End �î &'pwMm pr ocl ai med for  

mi l i t ar y ar ea i  âd et h*r  et r at  agi o ar eas i n west  ef f ect  i vo 

«vaf e 27. Cent r at a»* i m ext ended t o AM*i «an»bt ni  J ayanoee 

ef f ect i ve »ar eh ISOCNL af t ûi r ee ai i eo f or  r ecept i on cent er s 

at  «r ood, Tul ar e, J ar /or i l l e and ï - reano. 

£«»� 87, � #CGA bl oeka vol unt ar y er eeuat i on Igr  J apaneee i n 

mi l i t ar y ar o» 1 af t er  J arete Et . 

I l a** £9, x34S � J Mspt i one from eur foi ? and wmì m&m or der s gr ant ed 

oer t ai xi  (Swt oi  aod I t al i an al i ens . 

Apr * 3, 1S4& � Fi r st  i MBpul aav/ ar «Mf t l i Of i  of  Los Angel a a J apanese t o 

í  l ent a Ani t a. 

Banooft  liferw 
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M S I M  ̂ V Tr O 

¡Uf l &.UJ T CJ üfUXi  f i x̂ 

At  2 o'cl ock me March somi ng i n S i  Di ego, bl eoi y- eyed i Ol i s 

Geor g!.. of  the U. S* Bftgiaeers pi cked up I i i s t el ephone, 

w,Lo,t t  he out t er ed« " *mi t er ? « 

The voi ce on the ot her  and of  the .l i ne was i nf i ni t el y 'acre wi de 

awnke. "How woul d you l i ke to bui l d a ci t y f or  20,000 peopl e?» 

Ĥel l , not " 

usi ng et ndar d 't heat er  of  oper at i ons* bui l di ngs�but  we 

have t o put  on a doubl e r oof ." 

l?Xt«;> out  on t he deser t �over  on the Par ker  I ndi en Beserv-  bi «u 

I hi nk you e n handl e i t ?" 

?fHc,R r epl i ed engi neer  Geor gi a. n m m we supposed to 3t ar t ?" 

"Yest er c.\ y,w s- dd hi s chi ef , *Xou*d bet t or  st  r t  p.j- cätina» �by ." 

Geor gi a hung up the phone end t r i ed to reiaesaber  «her- ; he'd l ef t  

hi s sui t cases. 

Two weeks l at er , he wi s at  ndi ng i n the cent er  of  the Col or  .1© El ver  

I ndl i  n Beoenr at i on near  Par ker , Ar l aona» I i i s dot h©* wer e encrusted wi t h dust . 

aIi® t aper .-  t ur e was hover i ng n e r  the 90- degre© «aaasfc�oool  f or  t he deser t , 

Ar amd hi m were hundr ed* of  wooden bt t Udi nge�wi t h cl oni c r oof s�.i n evei y 

�t og» of  const r uct i on. Tso wel l - borer  wave bi t i ng i nt o the ' - oi l . Tr ucks r er e 

l ur chi ng md buy i ng over  t he r oads wi t h t ower i ng l oad® of  l ustoer* A c t o r s 

t r  i apl od noi si l y over  hi gh st  nds of  raesqui te nd sage* Crows of  pi pe- l ayer s 

were p l y i ng f ol l ow  ̂the- l eader  i dt h s duet - Bpi t tdng smehi ne t h t  scooped 

t r enches f or  sewer  end wat ;r  l i nes . A few hsundred f eet  away, peeei sdr i vm 



Pancer- í  

Gcxftr.mà m i&tjy bi t  ini- o I mgí hj  of  mod bci ag prof- :br.lc- ter), i at o 

bul l dáag aec t i  >n 3 « 

HI  don't  knov ho» 1 l i ndad Uor v," GeospgifA «LgjbodU kapt  c .yin;-  W- . * 

«Ve st  *t © bor e ¡Savch - 3�si xt o  ̂ d y s ago�esa a y cont r  eU 

"futía ve h©g¿a, t ber o m aothJ jag hopo but  tfa> bruoh* Hot  ©ven a road» had 

to fol l o® i n ol d I ndi  : n t r .dl  t o gei  i n hor s, so r i j j ht  .ry Xrdd dom c 

coupl © of  roada* Hu » had a taa- d y d r̂ i a g j ob�di a tfa t  ai t h a ooupl© 

of  t ractor© fcaul i ng a 150- foot  Xmgt h of  Ofel ia» 

"But  mi  di da*t  wrdt  f or  th© d e r i ng» .As noca as »fc got  l i t t l s 

1 mi  cl ©ar©d of f  ,- nd l ov&Led, m s i  r t ed tbnonáng th© bui l di ng© t oget f c¿. 

í?Wof  r e ot  r t í ni l  betwo- t̂  ¿30 :;nd 30 bui l di ng:; ©vory dr y�snd usu l i y 

f i ni sh th; t  

*I  doaH know hem um :jcg t oo n©»�©cs í̂ ai i ng Xüco 1200 or  1500* 

�J í wg r̂a - working dei  t  o I D- t oi r  shi f t r .�si x or  «or ai  d ys . weak. Or  a yb© 

i  i * a oi ;#i£ dr- ys a t oa sor t  of  isr&ck ©ut  her  . 

Ho, wa h m ' t  h d lauclu We'vj  ki l l od ooupl © of  dosen 

�at  l ©&.;t  tli  t  or nj  w bi g ©ooufík t o covsxt , ought  to he*© 

aor© wr  to- w» gons to keap t hl e bl  nkoty- &Li ak dual  doan» Dar  t ::l e;i i one sar vi c* 

back to hoad'¡agr i or ;t o S s Di ego or  Loa l »g©l ©s- ~is t er r i bl e. Tafees f aur  or  

rivo-  haurü to gei  rusfe cr i i  t l i r ou b̂�nd th- t  r i s e , plaat«y of  hel l  î éü m 

w,nt  to got  soEiO'l i iag ahippod up h©re i n a hur r y. Hv e hour : f or  i cl epbono 

©al i�3-  - y, X coul d dr l v© th©r© t h i  f a;, t i  

c - jar) oao on uur  sÉwwsta�is Ĵ ipyosad to hol d 10,000 

í  ps. foñtorü y wo et  r t ed el e r i ng m mwber  t «o smd i mí r̂  táfiree do?n the 

l i no. Ui sy":ra 11 t i l e osie ©- - .ch of  Ui m hol di ng 5t 000. Bi i l dána' í ias ¿J jpo/.dy 

st  r t ed on two, and we ' U ga;. gul ag en t hr w i n r. d y or  i- ?o. 
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?1l £ 73© coul ä oijüy göt  ¿me aoxfcnen up hor o�saot hur  thousrnd or  no�*ref  d 

r o i- ly ssigí? you. how t hi s cugi t  t o b .;-  dan©» Fi l 'toon hmár oá ar enK «3hwu#uw 

t ol d Georgi a and hi p dhi ef , area ©n î noor  Tora Al i en* t h .t  a.ny 

oí : t &Gi r  f ol i ow U. engi aeora ms® I j ui l dl ng oth&v a ĉt t at i aa, t ompu m r ,ce 

tracfca ráict  £ i r  grauncfo i &r au haut  Csl i f oni i e. 

rXhG2r  l ooksd öt  o oh oti le)4 and spat  out  ai xt ur o o.¿: cfout, sí  l i vs ntí  

ber r t - f&í t  poro£ nifcy« Fm- l l y Qoor î a gr i anod - .i- nd vrlped hl s f-  ce ;;l t h . griagr  

iv od&t i rdbl ef* 

°Wel i f  t l xat ';; mi i i i ty »l oo,» he r  ai  xfced. WF i r gr ound , ht &? Wi t h 

í l owor  :3id l ams i n tho b ;dcg.vouni , I  supooo-  . t 1 o «i r  «recádng the 

0. 8. «ogl noer s t odr y. I ' I X bótete thoso ¿uys bmra despee snd chai r o, too . * ' 

s,The-  Col oról o Bi vsr  l adi  n Beeorrafciatt  i s S&5 al i e caio eeot  of  t os 

�j igoion ai  tho C i i f br ai . r̂ i &on; borde > ai t Ung l oo- si dod on fbe Col or  do 

Bi vo �� Mo. t  of  tho re¡3orvat i an i s l a Ar l aona, o. oí  tho r i var j  onl y ¡r  ® J 1 

por  : l esa�i  te oxaot  si so dependí a*; m i  chcanol  tho r tvar  t eppens to u». ú ch 

l or o thim 150 s i l os to tho nor t h i s Boi iLáa Des, yäkl 4o the Col orado 
a 

Eí ví j  : ¿«/fusMüfej , hur l i ng aonot or , ¿ r w&l y r f e droppi ag i t ß l oad of  

r od s i l t  i n L.'ko Hr .cL Bat  hora at  tho Remr v táaa* tho Co l or .o i ;:: rul ot , 

swi f i  ( nd d mgeroüß to sul » ore.:) nci  i n uoma pi l cos more thon Ivi l f  a sal l o 

«ddo« 

'3io Botax- v-  t- ion i s a - r ro ĉ- �x:- .̂.po;.1 are , it.-  poi nt  pokl ng nor th-

»r  rdfj  to thú GbmdbBi&vi s t i omt  $xi ¿, t U ioti thom aaá ve t l ng m f r smát  

ü . S» i l ¿.#iwuy 6o no r  Bl yt ho. 

Hoar  ¿i© nor äi om posnt  oí ' tha x ĉeu- vaUon, but  out si ds i t s hamá x̂y, 



i s P..cr- - er  Boa - - nc: or asdaet  vi i i ch eer r l t e w t er  to the Met r opol i t a Wat- :;x-

Di st r i ci  of  l as /t ol l es Gount y. , Ut i l e bel ow the döss bat  i nsi de th& r oeer v -

t i c» i s th- -  d i ws t o a g':.t e tshich pul l « «at er  oöt  of  the Gol or  � o mds ênd I i  

coasrtSa  ̂ ti'.1» i wr i g&t i ag e.- «al » i n t he r oser o. Uoo* 

Look ogai n at  t e bounàra&at i  of  t he r ose va cl ou, the ar cor i i e&Mi l eo 

l ead poi nt i ng to t'iva nor t h« I t  i r  asr  ̂ t he« 45 r al l e-  l ong, 15 aerose at  

i ig5 wi dost  ;.?oiat . ì l me «os i  of  i t a «©irfeev» bottiàrâ r  l a the mr r i ng et er nai  

oft i i e Col orado ¿Il vo;"» ¿J üans t he e? :t em ai de - <sr© r ,nge:. of  bar % dr y soun-

t  ius>- ~ the La Pdz l a ûat , i ns , t he Moon Mount ai ns, ma © .- ny wf char  cheta of  

but t oß mi  bl uf f ® - nd bì l i a, I nsi de th© bombi r l e* . r* Xl Ôöö 

aerea of  1 - né�i wm of  i t  f i at  rad al opi ng genti«-  to ma :- outh» ne:u\ iy e t hi r d 

of  i t  - the st eep, usel ass f l snfcs of  the oouat aì as» 

Li vi de the r eser vat i o» i at o t hi r de« Tbe lov?er  t hì r d, to t he r out h, 

i s vi r t ù Xl y unpQg»l - .it@dv undevol opea» 

Hhe a - r them t hi r d has a r aonopol y on the r eeor  vi t i cci ' a oetUl t l e.'- « 

I n i t a oeat or  i s t he t om of  Psakar * i fcr i aooi vw faud, i t . popul et U» v.ayt ae 

i r l i  t he «mabor  of  wosteen at  Fr at e* Br a end ¿eaar .dl y h i l i n;j  t he :- - aCi- «r.f!fc darlr,,..-

dul l  se ..nems. A si i l e f r os t he ci t y ar  ̂ t h J  l ow, groconroafcid M t e house;; of  

tiae Indi '- a %mc y , sui -̂ ounded by t r ees, I r .me snd f l ower s» To tha coatti  ar e 

the haaea ad f nms of  the 700 t ador na, t he cöt ef  r e sene t o* t he r eser f r  ̂

t i on1 ö exl  st ane«. 

The mi ddl e t ai r d, unt i l t he mi ddl e of  Ear eh 1- &Z, r , � s dr y, ua j âMt o d 

exeopt  by s.gefereah ¿ad r  t t l eai ako, nd t hei r  dosar t  eouei os,, x&ogfced ni t h a 

few st okes t adi cat ì &g t he ©ourae of  a i r r l ßafcl og c w d t h t  si ight  be dug eoae 

day, s:- «ott©d - .dth v- feito .I k&Li  ¿> tdhou «hör e dr  i na ê iw poor , <k>tt«d wl t h s. 

few souada th t  r- ieraly ex. "the ©esal t i  I  f Xat nese of  t he l md# 2h®re 
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"I f  wa ocöl d ml y g, oam mr t emm up her- ;.�. nothcu* t houamd or  'áo~>¿m*á 

i  d îïï a ¿t l oi /j r t f cL ì S* oâ v « » I m o ¿Bi l í  t t i Ai ocç» sift  bit.-  Éfeté �.�j f r t * ai  

-  y �o * sii  «b.: .i/ti  t mf  mû aft) voM c- Itfi .. . oS ao4 t o fot at ei - u 

t i  - 'fem�'18.01'" o kúj oQ "i o i vi ' - If- sr-  V UJ bf  i fei i tr   ̂ od wi f e ¿ nc- st  

�ì idÌ v - V Oí Séi  « rit  cl  ai  il- o 'J t &ßgt nk - pi  t  « o.'" ,>o 

aoCiX-  'úñ'- or- i  arft  t i r  ;. sr  öü* ©il l  *tc> fef cr  àaOMf  sài  t * ni . -  :�»� 

t¿$ at Ü R l i  t&t ol  � o l i « ì'l 'ici;-  J  i l  *ilí*x« f l  oi it  i t  
. \  .i  £ i ^ d I ' h off  -  £ .0 l  M : HO* . - TíJ/O-  o .." ... 

- naos x̂fe ôi iMf  t é sumi ßt  K B afel i  «ut t uat  cài  aaoI A «nanrJ H A s t e . 

l e ni . io ti  îiï..;<- . ir  E tnuof i  r sxU oxii' t ODuü v. : � t  

000«?XX . 3X- Í  boucd otft  ol /i aai  .aXXi t í  t e; al t ai ci  Lxj  aatt i /r f  .i- :- .'-  :J t  

.xi v; � ¡̂L an oí t í  od \ I t nsa B A M b ¿ hö t i  l o man�- j m 1 l e : � *¿ : 

» ¡ftt 't iSJ WJ  sitó l o ai r i iJ R z&Iixm t q - «ita dtf  ¿i  l o 

;o. Ki t  et  , «ir. Wì qX .abl i i t t  et i l i  «ai- i  ;v ¿¡un m. «bl r i f i  

»J fo:pJ bmfcar  t:- nt  UKpqm \  I  tst'fiv 'i i  

. »fi-  f t dt  I « T&Eoqaeo .*, boxi l i  f f  ít.frt O s.: S 

>¿¿- ;i - * aoi t  i uqoç - t i  «bu* 'í oq*ooai  ir  , - cjh l o tr  ot  a t  ei  - isdreìo ;¡¿i  m 

n: ..: -  I  : ni  J  ÎD- i ai »;- . I  /i  ea -  c. i  .xt í  j  -  t i : 

l o :©tt»ci  « l i é M m m m q («oí  b # ^M » 9át  mmñ st l m A �aaoa.roc ¿Xafe 

m of  » « m a ß &na ü huU x  ̂ f ci Nwi t i a «bMMC 

-  V- :, nam twit  i o l  ame. ote Iqí í Id o.- 'i  f a« i &ul  OCV o; î  *ïo u© i  n m̂o d á'i  

>jj  c: r:. t v < Li t o". i  O- '. .. l i dni í  , .. 

.- s t í áb-  t 92hm t a«í sí Wo i u o a b l i wi t  ©�j t oaaai t t  ho .s vk.̂ oK , 

oiaoß :.iu6 stí  tifeita t  Xívit  o a a ^^h l t  ü: l o a ŝüat  aal t f l l l t el  ee:4i a wol  

4'X00q i  ni  ufe m i  OMbd t i ú b r̂ t  ̂ a » 

V...: . IX .., 10 ' 'Sí  i  Ü C» 3 0Í í  ' � J  H , .X. -  J  '.i  t  fií  . 
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the 0» 3* i i i i j i aeers W i  ¿- .wilding the r ei ocat i c» set t l eawnts f or  20,(XX) 

«Ta âass©�sott l esaonts aaabcr  one, t .o end t hr ee, or , as - the wi t aon had 

ai r e dj  t i t l ed t ax®, Li t t l e Tokyo, Li t t l e Kobe and Li t t l e Osaka. 

War  HaLocafcLon Author!tgr  announced the pi  r ns f or  the»© nei? 

eol oai ea on March 23 af t er  a we tkaa t ô wesks of  negot l r .t i c&a <a&th ib© 

Bur©; u of  IxiMm Af f ai r s, t he t or n of  f i eeXt t t at i oa, the Lop l osgel e Mo .ro-

pol i t an Water  Di st r i ct , the War  Sep i r t MRt » and Xei xt oo of  the I ndi an 

ecmml *̂ 

l &e nnounceaant  decl ar ed i t  Moul d be the »f i r  t  l argo- sc de rs-

l oc l i on11 of  evacuees frgsa Paci f i c Cor  i t  »Ul t ar ar  ar eas» Four-  or  f i ve t em-

por ar y, sei l - sustal j i i ng col oni es were to fee pr ovi ded, wi t h the purpose of  

f t zmi ahi ng t nm ad usef ul  espl oj aent  to the ev;- cu tod J apanese snd of  pre-

par i ng tii© 1,- nd f or  use af t er  t he war» 

"One of  'the f i r  i t  bi g t asks the J apanese s&l i  under t ake, » i t  WEI  

st  bed, °wl l l  be di ggi ng ot&cl a to br i ng wctea to the l and so th t  Esibsistonco 

gardeni ng jngy st ar t  as soon as possi bl e» Besi des r  l ai n,.; food f or  t hei r  o m 

use-  and prep, r i ng the I md f or  the fut ur e use of  the Xndi ms, t he eol coi et s 

aey f i nd usef ul  work r ai si ng crops par t i cul ar l y needed f or  t he war  ef f or t . 

"k oust er  of  possi bi l i t i es, such a;* product i on of  aad l ong 

st apl e cot  t en, ar e now bein- , st udi ed by t he Xndi- rn Ser vi ce, Bepr r t emt  of  

Agr i cul t ur e, "nei  othor  i nt er est ed agtncdes» 

«t o a l ar ge axUxi t  the eo nMi t i es i dl l  be cunpl ete l oo;- ! uni t s wi t h 

doct or s, nur se., t eacher « md ot her  speci al i st s pr ovi ded by the J fej enece 

t hemsel ves.n 

&&Ptgx1m t el y 90,000 acr es of  l and are avai l abl e f or  deval apmeat  of  

i r r i gat ed f anni ng, newspaper s«» were tol d* 

Xhe maememmt  iM.de bi g news i n ¿arisena, a moderate f l ur r y i n 
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¡»ar te of  Cal i f oaai at  - and pr oot i cs&l l y no dent  at  al l  i n i &e r est  of  t he 

Uni t ed St at es. The Color- : io Hi r er  Beeer vnt i an was mo of t he lee.- it  known 

i n t he Pac i f i c Saut heest , i t s Zadi m col ony waapprecl i  t od, nd i t s \ gr i~ 

eul t ar r d poss i bi l i t i es unchar t ed, Si nce t he I ndi ans nei t her  l ur ked en 

r ai l s sgr  at  t i on pl at f on&s t o sol i  beads ?m po t t ey , nor  l i ved i n f aeci n-

i  .- .tin*; c a w , nor  ctoaaed buf f i :l o and at e j r at t t makes l  nor  owned oi l  wal l s , 

nor  br oke I f l t f l i  to aaasacr e near by vfci te nows val ue was st r i ct l y 

Un i t ed. 

f f l sor e war e two t r i bos of  t h«n an t he r eser vat i on, a l ar ge group 

of  st ubbor n ¿¿pjawea and a awOl er  aoabar  of  easy- goi ng t &eswhei i vi s. 

They l i wsd t oget her , f ar ced to gat her , wonder ed i n sad out  of  t he town of  

Par ker , and wore goi er r dl y oonai der ed�evm by ot her  I adi .ns�t o be l &sy 

nnd not  vei y good f ar cer s. 

On t hei r  wa l l  f ame, weU- i r r i ga ted but  most  o f t ® poor l y cul t i va-

t ed, r  r el y cower i ng as such ao 30 acr es each, t hey gr ew al f al f a, cot t on, 

a l i t t l e r ye and ooc&si ao&t l y dabbl ed i n f l ax» Son® of  Kiom r ai sed beans 

snd c om f or  t hei r  om f ood. 

Xt en r naaber  ono on t hei r  mams was i nv r i c My be ns , f ol l owed 

by cor n, f r i ed pot at oes, t or t i l l a», dr i ed »quasi *, dr i ed puapfci n, sad dr i ed 

�eat  sad canned tcaa t oes v&cn t hoy coul d af f or d thaia. 

Tl i ay l i ved I n i nexpcn«i ve wooden h o u s e g ma t s X X f  bui l t  t o rou^̂x 

gowai t taent  speci f i cat i ons and const  a l l y i n need of  p i n t  and r epai r :;, but  

t hei r  out - bui l di ngs wer e euctoaiai *i l y arid© out  of  2aad* 

A l ar ge number  owned oar s, r unni ng f r oa br dkm do m Model  T For ds 

t o a ahi ny, wen- t ended 194£ For d t r uck, 

The amusmommt  t hat  t hey woul d qui ckl y pl oy hoot s or  at  l east  

nei ghbor s t o £0,000 J apanese hi t  thus* l i ke a cat ast r ophe, t he good nt ar ed 
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Gher mi v i s aceepted i t  l i ko a Ci i t ast r ophe�soaei Mng t h t  coul dnU be 

hel ped�end they bowed gr &eef uUy befor o i t . I f  t h t ' s what  t he gover nsoat  

wcnt ed, t hey gai a, the®, t &er e* s not hi ng t hat  be dona. 

Woultì  the J apanes© be roaovod at  the end of  th© wr ? i h© Chaaohue» 

vi s f oadl y hopod so, but  i f  noV- wel l , you c n ' t  bude the gover saent , 

Mr s. ffciby Oaydor» eduoatod i n Ssa Di ego but  back on the r eoer vr t i an 

a3 a f ar aer 13 î f e, put  i t  t i i i s wsy: «Wel l , X»m f or  i t . Mighfc as i r ei ! be» 

gi ace they* r e ooming ber e «ayho«* The onl y thi ng th - t  f r i t t ane u>�an:? I  

appose i t  al ways «i l i �i s th t  they wm' t  bo pr opor l y guardaci , &nd c- omo of  

them xaight  ©scape. My goodnoae, i t  r aul cì  eer t vi i Oy be easy f or  thom to get  

away�fc© saeak up to t he dna, or  tho br i dge, and bl ow i t  up~or  eve» to escape. 

«But  i f  t hey st . y ber e, I  t hi nk they mi ght  do uà sorae good. I  be r  

t hey1 r e wcnder ful  f ar asr s. I *d l i ke to go do*a end see how t hey gr ò« t hi ngs. 

And saybe t hey'd grow enou ĥ f r esh veget abl es t o sol i  t o r oal  f r eah tona-

t ol a nd ¿spengo» and i et t uoe, ay gooctatesr., l 'vo l oost  for got t en ho« t hey 

t ast ol " 

Down tfr© l i ne l i ved Her ber t  Qwppo, snot her  Ghaaefauevi  f naer . Âr »." 

he sai d, «th© J ap» c r i 11 be mc h worse tfcan a l ot  of  sbi t e a m. I *a gm1 l et  

the gov'aeat  worxy about  i t .? ' 

Oadh ma the pr er r i l i ng sent i i aent  c- ìaong the Chosaei iuevie, but  the 

Eoj avea had di f f er ent  i deac. 2he MoJ hv©::, r eact ed - l sost  utoat. t i cai y� f i r s t , 

the CSieael iuevis «er e f or  i t , - hi .ch 5*i edi  t el y nodo the i oj aves oppose the 

pr oj ect ) eecond, tho gor emaent  w&s br i agi ag more , ôpl e on the r eaer r at i on, 

caothor  oncxreaciaaent  chi  I ndi an l and, and the Moj aves had l esmod by bi t t er  

a: por i ence to f l ght  i ay sudi  «ncroacfamaat  qui ckl y and stnbboxnl y 
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ï he oat i r o pr o j et  «as di scussoci  bef or a tfa« l adi na counci l  oeot l n,:. 

2he Shf í m̂eví  r epmoa«i »t i ?i Ki  f i f c r o&ct ói  thon tfeo Mojav© 

apokossm â mmmmâ i t  sc . K r̂ ñ i U  ̂ tfc/.t  they ©sarr:<sd the Qfcoahueirla ¿Ocng 

Tdth ifcöBU 

i Mn af t e fee «aafc» of  car ef ul  ocnal  de/;-  ..t  L  ?.ecos?&fcrii; fx; hcüxy 

o u à , d m i m a of  ifco counci l , f ee I ndi t a» vor ,, s t i l l  opposM i nr eoonci l od. 

« . M i , r  suHfcor  or  t &o Moj r ve t r i b« ui eU'/ out l i ned hi  g c!i j «etdrtt*t  

i s uh-  t  X t hi nk. FwbsfcOy of   ̂ peeaXo <«r«e* I t ' s 

not  iporl  t o br i ng J &p mmo hem* sot  .;Y.- . d oí  Ite t o« t  

«r at  ¿agrbody ei se tai t  Xndi sns on t h* *©sorv?:t i aa* m m tèi®? oam9 t h r̂  

»¿at  t o go, ï fo ö s aH 3?QBOVO t l i oa, mi t o set t l er s l er u» l . w uorc bef ar e» 

«wy (vio t t ay l osv» f  xas i n bad oondl - tám. But  »o st  den't  yo. 

«S&d to l ot  publ i c know m f cs*. Xaod har e not  bei ng tum*« Cangr a» 

a-  y esy we have too mi ch, aor e t f cn ms nmâ* Unybs-  i fce  ̂opea bi g pi ece of  

veear vnt i ai  to e o t Ue Mi U I nd i es get  mu mmà 

'�J aa ®sjr  the pr oai aed to r - wvo cutter  t he E v t  

br .Beh of  th& gem n̂smt í �I ndi an Ser vi ce* t t o ;*r t mt  of  I nt er i or ? ^«a l t a r e ? 

1 � m*t  bo they ^o ? t fcei r  ähj be th,*y di a' t . I n..I - as « 

premi sed l ot a of  t i l i ngs by gammr t mU 

H î  A n y pr emi ses i t , thagr  keep t hei r  vorá* I  dan H k ao  ̂

«J qj e get t i ng goor: l and vi o® t h e r . tUojr  t al i  ¿so t l N? aske good.*, 

f ee «s r , sag** mat te st ay, itogr  /at  p m m e an 

Congress t o ots-  oont r i et » I  don't  know* 

"I f  tfeey f i x u > t he i - nd, ,mt  i n i r r i g: t i an, I ndi ana prob- ibly 

aevi  m et t avmr t s* But  wo <J en*t  mi nk i t  i dl l  hapr aa Ui so th t . I© m a k 
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a l ot  of  l  ud, br i ng i n i r r i gat i on, so i &i t © farmer  c m use i t , Mi l t e 

Cs bH work <attt  on the r eser vat i on now,® 

I n t he of f i ce of  the Par ker  Motor  Company, Dm Beawer  and hi © wi f e, 

f l ay, t i i zod up the s&t a&t i ao i &i s myt  

"I 'v e hem her© ZL year®,« mid Mr . Bmvcr, «and X*ve l ear ned t hat  

anyt hi ng t hat  hel pö the I ndi ana hel ps us , 

"Tho way I  mc i t , br i ngi ng the J aps up her e, ,nd put t i ng the® 

t o wosfc* «berthar  t l wy l i ke i t  or  not , i s goi ng to hel p t he I n d i es . 

"Bi ght  now, busi ness i s pr et t y t ou&u More aon«y i n t or n than 

bef or e, but  m e n 1 t  sel l  oar s rnd we omH mi l  t i r es , 0ost;> us a coupl e 

of  l aaidred dol l ar s a aont tu But  t hat 1 s O.K.�wc hi  .vo to t he war . /- nd 

i f  br i ngi ng the «Taps up har e i s goi ng to win the war , then I 'm f or  i t , I  

e m t el l  you, 1*11 sl eep & l ot  sounder  knowing t?e have ton thousand J  ps 

r i ght  t o at  Par i ser  than i f  the;/ wer e l i vi ng around al r pl  m f act or i es 

sad oi l  wel l s dorn cm the coast . 

"I  hear  t hose J aps ar e pr et t y good gsr ämar s. Sr r̂ , X hope they can 

gro- i  us f r esh veget abl es* How everyt i l i ng oonee f r oa the ooact �coet  xaore'n 

we esn af f or d.w 

Her e Uro* Boavor  j oi ned i n: »And X hear  t hose J aps ssak® tl ia best  

ser vant s* Keep t hi ngs br i ght  as a pi n, t hey t el l  &*« I»cert- - .inl y l i ke t  

get  one of  thesa f or  a houseboy. How nsuch i cai i d wo have to psy, do you t hi at ? 

Or  coul d we ssske a de l  st r  dght  wi t h t he govenuuant i  

S I  f eel  i t® s a good t i l ing f or  t he count r y, br i ngi ng them up her e, 

©l i e wsy, they* 11 keep on worki ng on t he i r r i gat i on ays t m, i wd we were 

af r ai d th: t  t he war  waa goi ng to st op t h t * 

"Af t er  fi ie war , the do i t , th© J aps ought  to be sent  out  
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f i r e 1 st  acnt h, nd two bi bi es mr e k i l l ed. W# h&ve no famt pAt al  end no 

cbct or �t hor e* e ooe i n th© I ndi  n Ägcaey, bat  t he riaxt  «t osest  i ß  n& r l j  

150 Et i l es a w w 

I h n e was, howwer , « chi r opnct or  «wt wr t t si ng bi s j f eaUi t LM i n 

�thu l i t t  l o s et Uoamt  j ust  acr osa t &e r i w f i r aa P ar t e . 

«M i  w© coul d Ufte a l oeal  uup,l y of  vogetabl ©. � Tod- .y, pcreet i f t ai y 

 ̂ bi t  of  i t  ooas® frcaa th« ooaei . Wo p®y 10 er nt e f or  a t i ny 

18 to E0 cent j  & pouad f or  to»:: t oos, 10 o<»t s a pouttl  f or  «saar n, 10 

f or  th© OT&Usat  head of  l et t uoe. Aod »t ar c«bor r i e -̂ nboa wo g*t  t ha&, 18 

a box rsad 

wu l d cont i but e al l  t h .t  i he Xoöfd 

/¡ccordi r ig t o th® pl ana devel öped by tha l oor a govöi aamt  of f l c l &Ls, 

par t i cul  r l y E* iU Fr yor  and bi s asai st aat , Bob Met r i e» bot b br c u î  t o 

i he Kavsj o l i esewt i cm (snd l at er  taSsam to th© r el oaaL War  

/ui t hor i t y of i l oe i n &a Fr anci sco) Lupor l nteßdeßt  0. E* üeasl er  

tfc» F&r ker  Eaear mt i öB, cad K» H. ifcptesy, «fco bul l t  the pr esaat  headworks 

f or  m® J apr ne»« was oonsi dor : bl y l i mi t ed. 

HP© t o be plüicec! i n thi< tferee r el oc afcten ar ®as.i dt hi a 

Xdt t l a 1? al l e aouth of  Par ker * 

ai t y 10,0.05 U t U a Kdbe, hal f  a aqaare mi l a, 3 «U* a fcr t feor  sor th» mp*-

oi t r  5,000? md Li t t t a Osaka, hal f  & aqpata ni l o , 3 «Uf t e s t i l l  

soui h, capnai t y 5,000, 

i r r i gabl a l and. Around th«ft , b a wc w, wer© t b* usaf ul  l at f a to bo *ana*l  by 

the J apanese. 

Of  t he 70,000 i wi gabl a i n t he y»a»r va.t t af r ~ai d not  90,000, aa 
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I ndi r * mi  t̂ t a nei ghbor s « 1 * r adi cal l y di f f er ent  to gi ve 

them, sad. a chal l enge to ssfce a f t ®» c ĉ ul t ur - a out  of  m 

ar i d 

I t  awl d be t hei r  chanco�per haps t h@i r  l ast  t o prove 

to a dsfcioaa J Ua»r i«r  t hat  ttoejr  www to the Uni t ed St at a* 
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ASSEMBLY CENTERS; SALINAS 

Evacuat i on of  J apanese to the Sal i nas Assembl y Center  

and the gener al  const r uct i on and admi ni st r at i on of  t he camp were 

i n gener al  si mi l ar  to t hese same phases not ed i n ot her  camps» 

Ther e were di f f er ences, however , pr i mar i l y at t r i but abl e to t he 

nat ur e of  the popul at i on i n the Sal i nas ar ea. 

Thi s di st r i ct  i s r oughl y 100 mi l es south of  San. Fran-

ci sco, one of  t he r i chest  agr i cul t ur al  val l eys i n the St at e* I t  

grows l ar ge amounts of  t ruck cr ops, sugar  beet s and especi al l y l et -

t uce: Sal i nas cal l s i t sel f  t he "l et t uce howl " of  Amer i ca. The 

l et t uce cr op, wor th about  $14*000,000 a year , i nvol ves 23>000 

acr es of  whi ch about  6,000 are farmed by J apanese. The J apanese 

have gr adual l y extended t hei r  hol di ngs over  the past  15 or  20 

year s; unquest i onabl y, t hey were growi ng l et t uce l ong befor e the 

huge mi l i t ar y encampments and array ai r por t s cms i nt o the pi ct ur e. 

Typi cal  of  such farmi ng communi t i es are Sal i nas, Watscn-

vi l l e and Cf i ual ar . To t he west , r i ght  on the coast , ar e other  

i mpor tant  communi t i es�notabl y Monterey and Paci f i c Gr ove� whi ch 

ar e ent i r el y di f f er ent  end oust  be consi der ed separ at el y. 

About  2300 J apanese i n Monterey and Santa Cms count i es 

were i nvol ved i n t he evacuat i on. The Caucasi an i nhabi t ant s were 

del i ght ed to see them go, f or  nowhere i n the St at e had 731 r ai ds 

unear t hed hi gher  concent r at i ons of  cont r aband. I n I fat sonvi l l e 

a}.one, ammuni t i on was found i n t eas of  thousands of  r ounds. Even 

more del i ght ed to see the evacuat i on compl eted were the F i l i pi nos. 
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On the aver age, t here ar e about  2,000 F i l i pi nos i n t he 

di st r i ct , most l y farm workers and a few wal l , mer chant s. They say 

t her e ere four  t i l i ngs a Fi l i pi no wi l l  go f or , and i n t hi s or der � 

(l ) good l ooki ng cl ot hes, (2) a good l ooki ng car , (3) a bl onde 

women, (4) a J ap. Si nce the f al l  of  Bat aan, however , the or der  of  

pr efer ence has been r ever sed. 

For  many year s, there has been no gr eat  f eel i ng of  f r i end-

shi p between the J apanese and the F i l i pi nos. The l at t er , many of  

whom worked f or  J apanese empl oyer s, were subj ect ed to what  t hey 

cl ai med was har sh t r eat ment . Af t er  Pear l  Har bor , t he si t uat i on 

changed and the F i l i pi nos began i nt i mi dat i ng and ant agoni zi ng the 

J apanese. The more successful  the J apanese armi es on Luzon, the 

more severe was the i nt i mi dat i on of  J apanese near  Sal i nas. 

By Chr i stmas t i me, the J apanese i n t hi s di st r i ct  had become 

so appr ehensi ve "that  many of  them moved i nt o a col ony f or  sel f -

pr ot ect i on. Many of  them f l ed from the country* I n e r̂ l y J anuar y 

and Febr uar y, and especi al l y af t er  t he f al l  of  Bat . n, t here were 

many rumors t hat  a number  of  J apanese were no l onger  l i vi ng i n 

Monterey countyj  t hey hadn't  moved anywhere el se�t hey j ust  wer en't  

l i vi ng t her e. I t  was pal pabl y i nf er r ed t hat  t hese J apanesse wer en't  

l i vi ng anywher e, but  i t  was i mpossi bl e to obt ai n any concrete f act s. 

Ther e were other  st or i es of  F i l i pi nos end whi t es beat i ng 

J apanese chi l dr en i n near by school  yar ds, bur ni ng farm equi pment , 

houses and sheds, t urni ng over  car s, and even descendi ng to such 
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chi l di sh pr anks as l et t i ng the ai r  out  of  automobi l e t i r es. 

Behi nd these r eput ed act s of  vi ol ence and antagoni sm were 

a number  of  di f f er ent  f act or s; 

1�Accor di ng to a wi del y- accepted myth, J apanese can grow 

more crops per  acre than anyone el se. Act ual l y, l et t uce exper t s 

admi t , the J apanese grow no more but  they sake more pr of i t  because 

t hei r  l i vi ng cost s ar e l ower . 

Z�J apanese i n t he Sal i nas- Wat sonvi l l e di st r i ct  have al ways 

been suspect ed as pot ent i al  saboteur s and spi es. Thi s was conf i rmed 

by FBI  i nvest i gat i ons. 

3�Gome 150 young men from Sal i nas, al l  members of  a nat i on-

i d guard tank cor ps, were bel i eved to have been captured or  ki l l ed 

dur i ng the f al l  of  Bat aan. The ni ght  af t er  Bataan capi t ul at ed, 

near l y everyone i n Sal i nas expected mass r ace r i ot s and the sl aught er  

of  at  l east  some near by J apanese. I nexpl i cabl y, no t i l i ng happened. 

,4�- Liany of  the more vi ol ent  F i l i pi nos f ai l  t o under st and why 

i t  i s consi der ed proper  to k i l l  J apanese i n the Or i ent  but  not  i n 

Cal i f or ni a. 

Aust i n Anson, secr et ar y of  the Veget abl e Growers and Shi p-

per s Associ at i on i n Sal i nas, cl ai ms t hat  on sever al  occasi ons he 

sat  down wi t h F i l i pi no del egat i ons and successful l y pl eaded wi t h 

them to postpone pot ent i al  l ynchi ng par t i es. 

I t  i s i nt er est i ng to remember  t hat  t ea year s ago, i t  was 

�'di e F i l i pi no who was despi sed by the whi t e men. Now bot h despi se 

t he J apanese. Bot h F i l i pi nos and whi t es i n the Sal i nas di st r i ct  
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were gl ad the J apanese had been taken to the Assembl y Cent er , but  

consi der ed t hi s move i n i t sel f  was onl y a par t i al  answer . They 

cl ai med nei t her  "the J apanese nor  the count r ysi de were safe unt i l  

every l ast  J apanese�i ncl udi ng the l ame, the hal t  raid the bl i nd-

were bani shed from the coast , 

� Many men decl ar ed the J apanese woul d never  be permi t t ed 'bo 

r et ur n. 

Over  011 the coast , however , t here was a di st i nct l y di f f er -

ent  at t i t ude. I n Monterey and Paci f i c Gr ove, the J apanese had 

engaged more i n f i shi ng than i n f anni ng. They were, r espect ed mem-

ber s of  t he f i shi ng f l eet s, qui ck to pay t hei r  dues, al ways pr esent  

at  meet i ngs, anxi ous to meet  assessment s, cont r i but e to the Com-

muni ty Chest  and j oi n the Red Cr oss. Thei r  enfor ced depar t ur e 

brought  ver y si ncer e r egr et s from many of  t hei r  Caucasi an nei ghbor s, 

and i n many cases, the J apanese were i nvi t ed to r et ur n as soon as 

- the war  i s over . 

I t  i s si gni f i cant  to not e t hat  i n Monterey and Paci f i c 

Grove there has been no bi t t er  agr i cul t ur al  compet i t i on, and par-

t i cul ar l y t i i ere i s no l ar ge popul at i on of  F i l i pi nos. 

Wherever  there ar e F i l i pi nos, i t  appear s, t her e i s host i l i t y 

to J apanese�per haps ver y r eal  danger . 

I n gener al , the Sal i nas c m? was ver y much l i ke Santa 

Ani t a, Tanf or an, Fresno end ot her  assembl y cent er s. I t  was more 

at t r act i ve t han Tanfor an, l ess crowded than Sant a Ani t a. Chi ef  eye-

sores at  S:  l i nas were the t oi l et s�di r t y, poor l y- vent i l at ed and dor k. 

The showers wore so const r ucted t hat  ohl y a t al l  Caucasian�- that  i s , 
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no or di nar y shor t  J apanese�coul d roach the overhead faucet s* 

Hi e f l oor boar ds i n the l i vi ng quar t er s were l ai d so f ar  apar t  

t hat  t he wi nd bl ew r i ght  i nt o the roomsj  no hef t i ng f ac i l i t i es 

were suppl i ed. Ot her  f eat ur es�t he i nduct i on pr oceedi ngs, the 

medi cal  f ac i l i t i es , the mess hal l s and the admi ni st r at i on set-

up �wer e al l  adequate and i n some cases excel l ent . 

The WCCA cont r ol  st at i on i n Sal i nas funct i oned bet t er  

find mere smoothl y than any ot her  sem dur i ng t hi s i nvest i gat i on. 

Whan the J apanese f i nal l y ar r i ved i n the assembl y cent er , 

a sur pr i si ngl y l ar ge number  were bi t t er  and sul l en. Sever al  

mut tered comments begi nni ng, "J ust  wai t  unt i l  we st ar t  ki cki ng you 

around. . �t hr eat s whi ch were never  hear d at  any ot her  assembl y 

or  r el ocat i on cent er . But  i n most  cases, the evacuees exhi bi t ed 

more genui ne r el i ef  end gr at i t ude than i n any other  camp* they 

i ndi cat ed t hei r  cl ear  r ecogni t i on of  the per i l s t hey had escaped. 

* * * 



On Eas t er  Sunday �Ap r i l  5 , 1942�hundr eds o f  J apanes e 

wer e c o l l ec t ed over  a l ar ge ar ea of  L os Angel es count y and 

t aken s wi f t l y and pa i n l es s l y t o t he Sant a An i t a r ac et r ac k at  

A r c ad i a . By l at e a f t er no o n , t hey had a l l  been r eg i s t e r ed , 

s et t l ed i n t hei r  new quar t er s and gi v en d i nner . 

Pr ompt l y at  7 o ' c l o c k t hat  n i g h t , a l i n e o f  t hem began 

movi ng t hr ough t he door way o f  a new emer gency h o s p i t a l , t hei r  

coat s o f f , t hei r  r i ght  s l eev es r o l l ed up , r eady f o r  t he compul -

sor y v ac c i nat i o n agai ns t  smal l pox and t ypho i d f ev er . 

They wer e a l l  "i nv o l un t ar y " ev ac uees �men, women and 

c h i l dr en who had been r emoved f r om t he i r  homes , t hei r  s t o r es 

and t hei r  f ar ms i n t he v i t a l  Los Angel es har bor  a r ea , f o r c ed 

out  f o r  mut ual  p r o t ec t i o n by t he pr es s ur e o f  publ i c o p i n i o n 

and t he dec i s i o n o f  mi l i t ar y au t h o r i t i es . 

Sudden l y , as t he ho s p i t a l  l i ne moved s t ead i l y onwar d, 

a r adi o i n a near by r oom p i c k ed up t he openi ng musi c o f  a 

gr eat  t r ans c o nt i nent al  p r o gr am�i t  was t he St ar - Spangl ed 

Banner . As t he musi c came t hr ough t he t h i n wa l l s o f  t he oper -

at i ng r oom, one J apanes e a f t e r  anot her  pr i c k ed up h i s ear s , 

l ook ed at  h i s ne i ghbo r s . A f ew unc ons c i ous l y s t ood a l i t t l e 

mor e s t r ai ght  and r i g i d . A f ew s mi l ed. 

t  t he end o f  t he ant hem, one young Ni s e i  t ur ned t o 

h i s f r i end ."What  I ' d l i k e t o k no w," he s a i d , " i s wher e t hose 



guys got  the Uea a I I Mm our » ©aa*t  saove f ast  when I t  ha© 

to � * 

u& i s M t hat  eaae had been par t  of  t he col or f ul  i wmht* Bmtm 

Ani t a.a sect i on of  the gt mt  «i mk?« mi mt n Mt o t e, t he *»9S9Ot M0 

s&at a .ai t a r &ee t r ack was bui l t  l a X934~t he most  l uxur i ous t r ack 

cr eat ed i n äiorth ¿i i aer i ea. Da? af t er  day dur i ng t he br XXl i aat  

r aci ng mmmm9 i t  gr andst M̂ a M 00p@oi a.l l y i t s f abul ous «Xubhouae 

wer e n i l M by ti l « gr eat  sad t he ae&r - gr e&t  of  Amer i ca. Bat i ng 

eat i i uei aat a�f r om har d- bi t t en t r ac* f ol l ower s to t he most  gXaffiorous 

BoHywoad atar i i ~pot t ra4 mi XXl ©» of  dol l ar s t hr o at  i t © bet t i ng 

v l M m * 

Around tii© f ount ai n i n f r ont  of  the gr at i s t as* wer e 

t he M s o f  0 M & o f  t he f i nes t  i n wtmmn o f  t he 

J ant a «al t a Handi cap�zuear  l a 193t>, i of  hois l a 11111«, Hoaewnt  l a 

193?, J t agefear t  i n 1938, I N̂s I X l a the i âor t aX :,ea&i acul t  i a 

1940 anä ¡J ay /l aw i a 1941. ¿here was apace l ef t  f or  t he wl aaer  i n 

l 94S~»t ot  t hat  apace woul a never  be «ar t * 

i Met i at al y af t er  war  breite out , âat a aal t a'a r aci ng aeaaon 

wa© oai i ud of f  by or aer  of  t he al t er a ofoaac Comaaad. Mi l i t ar y 

aut hor i t i es want ed no J ui cy t ar get  of  50,000 or  75,000 peopl e f or  

J apanese bomber *9 ana par t i cul ar l y t hey f ear ed what  auch a c r o w 

coul d do t o t r af f i c on adj oi ni ng Hunt i ngt on Dr i ve, on© of  the mat  

vi t al  Mi l i t ar y hi ghways i a t he ©t at ®. 

a ¿mrah 30, the ami y appar eat Xy seal ed the war t i me f at e of  

.�ante .nl t a by acqui r i ng i t  aa an aaaer t Xy cent er  f or  16,000 
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t o be evacuat ed f r omSout her n Ca l i f o r n i a . The J apanes e, i t  was 

announc ed, woul d be t aken f r om t hei r  homes t o Sant a Ani t a and t hen 

t r ans f er r ed l a t e r  t o r e l o c at i o n and r es et t l ement  ar eas f ar t her  i n 

t he i n t e r i o r . At  t he r emodel ed r ac e t r ac k , t hey woul d be pr o t ec t ed 

f r om t wo t heo r et i c a l  enemi es �t he t empt at i on t o commi t  sabot age and 

t he anger  o f  t he Cauc as i an nei ghbo r s . 

'Ther e was no doubt  16, 000 peopl e c oul d be f i t t ed i nt o t he gr ounds 

o f  Sant a A n i t a � a f t e r  a l l , 74, 000 had been t her e on Mar ch 2 , 1940, 

when Seab i s c u i t  wo n, t he Sant a Ani t a Handi c ap�but  t her e was mor e 

i nv o l v ed t han mer el y f i t t i n g t hem i n . These 16, 000 evacuees had t o 

l i v e t her e�and i n at  l eas t  as much comf or t  as i nt er ned Amer i cans 

coul d c o nc ei v abl y get  i n J apan. 

On Mar ch 22, a hor de o f  wor kmen under  t he d i r ec t i o n o f  t he 

U. S . Engi neer s began t he i r  p r el i mi nar y c l ean- up. Car pent er s , 

p l umber s , e l ec t r i c i an s , s ur v ey o r s and even j o bl es s j o c k ey s , t r a i ner s , 

and r a i l b i r d s p i t c hed i n . On t hei r  heel s came t he endl es s pr o c es s i o n 

o f  t r ucks wi t h t hei r  l oads o f  l umber , n a i l s , p i p e , wi r e and o t her  

bu i l d i ng mat er i a l s . They t ur ned t o v as t  r ows o f  s t ab l es �2150 un i t s 

o f  s t abl es and r ooms whi c h c oul d ho l d 1400 ho r s es and t hei r  at t endant s 

�an d t r ans f or med t hem i n 2116 apar t ment s . 

Of  t hes e, 1888 wer e t o ser ve as 2- r oom apar t ment s , each t o accom-

modat e an aver age o f  5 peo p l e , and 228 t o be 1- r oom apar t ment s , ho l d-

i ng 2 peopl e ap i ec e. 

Then t hey moved on t he 165- ac r e paved par k i ng a r ea , abl e t o 

ho l d 26, 000 c ar s , and began t he f i r s t  o f  mor e t han s i x hundr ed bui l d-

i n gs . These i nc l uded 585 bar r ac k s (eac h d i v i ded i nt o t hr ee 5- bed 
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u n i t s ) 19 l a t r i n es , enough shower s t o t ake car e o f  208 peopl e at  

t he same t i me, a l ong l aundr y wi t h 100 t ubs and 100 i r o n i ng bo ar ds , 

and mess h a l l s t o accommodat e mor e t han 15, 000. Four  o f  t hese mess 

h a l l s wer e t o t ake c ar e o f  3000 ap i ec e , one was t o ser ve 3000, and 

a huge ha l l  set  up under  t he gr ands t and was t o s er v e 8000. Out  i n 

t he mi ddl e o f  t he t r ac k , t hey bu i l t  a 155, 000 squar e f oo t  war ehous e, 

§ bout  300 f eet  wi de , 900 l o ng, and c ons t r uc t ed ar ound t he "t o t e 

bo ar ds " and t he f our  t a l l  pal m t r ees . 

They bu i l t  a p o s t o f f i c e , put  huge v eget abl e b i ns and r ef r i ger a-

t or s i n t he k i t c h en s , s et  up a c ant een, put  a 40- bed ho s p i t a l  i n 

what  was once a st eamr oom and r ec r eat i o n r oom f o r  j o c k ey s , and 

began a 150- bed ho s p i t a l  i n t he o l d s addl i ng s t ab l es . 

They "i n h er i t ed " a h i gh bar bed- wi r e- t opped f enc e f r om t he 

r ac i ng p l an t , and ar ound i t  bu i l t  a dozen 36- f oot  h i gh t ower s . On 

t hose t ower s and on t wo o t her s l o c at ed on t op o f  t he gr ands t and, 

mi l i t a r y po l i c e woul d k eep c ons t ant  v i g i }. ; each guar d s t at i o n was 

t o beequi pped wi t h a s ear c h l i gh t , a machi ne gun, and a t el epho ne. 

The t ower s wer e o ut s i de t he f enc e, des i gned t o pr o t ec t  t hos e i ns i de 

t he wi r e as wel l  as t hose o u t s i de . F or  t he mi l i t a r y p o l i c e , t he con-

t r ac t o r s bu i l t  22 bar r ac k s , o f f i c es and k i t c hen bu i l d i n gs . 

A l l  t o get her , 644 bu i l d i ngs wer e on t he s c hedu l e, and cons t r uc -

t i on was t o be compl et ed by mi dni ght  o f  Apr i l  13� 23 days af t er  

wor k began. Twent y- t hr ee days t o b u i l d a c i t y f o r  16, 000 peo p l e! 

On t he f i r s t  day , some di s hear t ened r ace f o l l ower  na i l ed a 

s i gn on t he ent r anc e: "Gho s t  T o wn." I t  was t he n o i s i e s t , most  
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ex c i t i n g , mushr oomi ng ghos t  t own i n h i s t o r y . 

"A t  t he p ea k , " s t at ed head engi neer  J ames Mor gan, "we had 

1400 men on t he p ay r o l l , and about  1100 wor k i ng at  any one t i me. 

A l l  o f  t hem wer e l o c a l  men. We r an o nl y one s h i f t � a 19- hour  s h i f t . 

Coul dn*t  get  any mor e men." 

On Mar ch 30, s c ar c el y one week a f t er  c ons t r uc t i on began at  

t he r ac et r ac k , no t i c es appear ed on t el ephone p o l es , bu l l e t i n boar ds 

and bu i l d i ng wa l l s t hr oughout  wes t  L os Angel es Co unt y , o r der i ng a l l  

J apanes e t o pr epar e t o l eave wi t h i n s i x day s . T h i s f i r s t  ar ea t o be 

a f f ec t ed , c ons i der ed one o f  t he most  v i t a l  s t r at egi c c ent er s i n t he 

c o as t , bo r der ed many mi l es o f  ocean f r o nt  and i nc l uded o i l  f i e l d s , 

r e f i n e r i e s , power  p l an t s , mi l i t ar y f o r t s , naval  a i r  s t a t i o ns , shi p-

y ar ds , and a i r p l ane f ac t o r i e s . Es t i mat es p l ac ed t he number  o f  

J apanes e i nv o l v ed at  near l y 3 , 000 , about  72 per  cent  o f  t hem Amer i -

can- bor n. 

The o f f i c i a l  exc l us i o n or der  d i r ec t ed a l l  J apanes e f ami l y 

heads t o r epo r t  wi t h i n 48 hour s t o s pec i a l  s t at i ons f o r  r egi s t r a-

t i o n and det a i l ed i ns t r uc t i o ns f o r  ev ac uat i o n . A s t af f  o f  as s i s t an t s 

hel ped t he J apanes e f i l l  i n l ong l i s t s , and t abu l a t i o ns , and ar r ange 

t o s t o r e uns o l d f u r n i t u r e , s e l l  t hei r  homes, c l os e t hei r  bus i nes s es , 

s ec ur e any nec es s ar y f i n an c i a l  ai d and, i n some c as es , as s i gn power  

o f  at t o r ney t o a f r i end or  t he F eder al  Res er v e Bank . 

At t endant s r emar ked l a t er  t hat  most  o f  t he evac uees had al r eady 

di s pos ed o f  such l eas t  l as t - mi nut e d e t a i l s , but  t hey had done so o n l y 

under  next - t o- t he- l as t - mi nut e s t r es s . Al t hough t hey had been war ned 

weeks bef o r e t o c l ear  up t hei r  a f f a i r s , t hey had del ayed and, at  t he 
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end, s o l d out  i n a pani c at  l o s s es r angi ng f r om 30 t o 80 per  c ent . 

" I n g e n e r a l , " one o f f i c i a l  s t a t ed , "t he J apanes e got  onl y about  

30 per  cent  of  what  a whi t e per s on woul d have obt ai ned f o r  t he same 

mer c handi s e. I t  was c er t a i n l y t he f au l t  of  t he J apanes e. Even i f  

t hey c o u l dn ' t  get  a f a i r  p r i c e , a l l  o f  t hem wer e t o l d t hey c oul d s t or e 

t hei r  goods wi t h t he F eder al  Res er ve Bank . But  I  t h i nk t hey wai t .ed 

and wa i t ed , f ee l i ng we wo u l dn ' t  go t hr ough wi t h t he ev ac uat i o n . " 

The f i r s t  t wo gr oups of  ev ac uees , mor e t han a t housand of  t hem, 

wer e evac uat ed t o Sant a Ani t a on F r i day and Sat ur day , Ap r i l  3 and 4 , 

f r om Wi l mi ngt o n, San P edr o , L omet a, T o r r anc e, and Wa l t e r i a . A f ew 

f r om t hes e d i s t r i c t s , g i v en per mi s s i on t o r emai n beh i nd t o f i n i s h 

l as t - mi nut e bus i nes s , and t he J apanes e r es i dent s f r om Redondo Beach 

wer e s c hedul ed t o move on Eas t er  Sunday , Ap r i l  5. 

T h i s l as t  gr oup began as s embl i ng l at e Eas t er  mor ni ng; by noon 

t he i r  c ar s wer e al r eady l i ned up on West  7t h St r eet  i n San P edr o , 

and by 1 o ' c l o c k t her e wer e 74 c ar s t her e- - new s edans , ol d j a l l o p i es , 

t r uc k s l oaded wi t h b l an k et s , s u i t c as es , k i t c hen u t en s i l s , l awnmower s , 

and c h i l d r en . Ther e wer e 328 peopl e i n t hat  c ar av an, i nv o l v i ng 68 fami -

l i e s . At  t he same t i me, a f ew scor e ot her s- - who had no c ar s of  t h e i r  

own, or  no o f f er  of  t r ans po r t at i o n f r om f r i en ds �gat h er ed at  t he 

P ac i f i c E l ec t r i c s t at i o n a f ew bl oc k s away wher e an i n t er ur ban 

t r a i n woul d c ar r y t hem and t hei r  baggage t o Sant a An i t a . 

At  1 j 30, when t he l as t  c ar  had l i ned up i n t he c ar av an, 

L i eut enant  J ames Gl at t  of  t he Mi l i t a r y P o l i c e or der ed t he s t ar t  and 

t he f i r s t  J apanes e c ar s dr ove o f f  behi nd a l o udl y poppi ng j eep . As 

eac h t en or  t wel ve c ar s p as s ed , L i eut enant  Gl at t  i ns er t ed ano t her  

j eep i n t o i t s s pot  i n t he c ar av an. At  t he head of  t he par ade wer e 
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mot or cyc l e po l i c e t o c l ear  a l l  t r a f f i c out  o f  t he way . Br i ngi ng 

up t he r ear  wer e an ambul ance and a t ow c ar . 

A l l  dur i ng t he pr el i mi nar y l o adi ng and o r gan i z at i o n of  t he 

c ar av an, t he M . P . ' s and l o c al  po l i c e had kept  t hr ee bl oc k s of  .es t  

7t h c l osed t o aut omobi l e t r a f f i c , but  t hey c o u l dn ' t  keep pedes t r i ans 

away . They d i dn ' t  seem t o be o r di nar y f l o c k s o f  c ur i ous s t r anger s . 

They wer e f r i ends of  t he ev ac uees , and whoa t he c ar av an s t ar t ed 

o f f , t hes e f r i en ds s t ood on t he s i dewal k s , wav i ng goodby and good 

l u c k . 

Ther e wer e f ew t ear s i nv o l v ed i n t he depar t ur e, and a l l  o f  

t hes e wer e c ont r i but ed by t he Amer i cans who s t ay ed beh i nd. "Ge e , " 

one woman s a i d , "we wer e sur e anx i o us t o get  'em out  o f  her e, 

but  we ' r e go i ng t o mi ss t hem a l o t . I  wonder  i f  we wer en ' t  

mak i ng a l o t  of  f us s about  n o t h i n g . . . " 

The c ar avan sped down t he h i ghway , smoot hl y , e f f i c i e n t l y . 

Thr ough one c i t y a f t e r  ano t her , pas s ed al ong f r om one gi oup o f  

mot or cyc l e po l i c e t o t he n ex t , i t  moved wi t hout  t he s l i gh t es t  i nt er -

f er enc e. Gr os s - s t r eet s had been bl oc ked f o r  mi l es ahead, and t he 

evacuees went  t hr ough s t op- s i gns , t r a f f i c l i gh t s ai d one- way 

s t r eet s - - i n t he wr ong d i r ec t i o n . Cas ual  by s t ander s and c ur i ous 

n a t i v es , anx i o us t o see h i s t o r y i n t he mak i ng, wer e br us k l y shooed 

out  of  t he way . 

" I t ' s j u s t  l i k e i n t he mo v i es !* one J apanes e youngs t er  dec l ar ed. 

Th© c ar avan went  t hr ough c i t i e s ana f ar m l an d , pas t  heav i l y guar ded 

a i r p l ane f ac t o r i es and c l us t er s of  o i l  we l l s , never  s l ac k i ng speed 

u n t i l  i t  pas s ed bet ween t he guar ds at  t he gat es o f  Sant a An i t a . 
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The b r i e f  i nduc t i o n pr oc eedi ng was al most  as qui ck and pa i n l es s , 

¿ac h c ar l oad was s t opped, i t s baggage sear ched by s o l d i er s and deput y 

s h e r i f f s , and i t s oc c upant s pas s ed t hr ough a c ur s or y medi c al  exami na-

t i o n �ey es , t hr oat  and wr i s t s �an d t he o f f i c i a l  r eg i s t r a t i o n . Then 

t hey wer e dr i ven t o t hei r  new quar t er s , t hei r  baggage un l o aded, 

and t he c ar s t aken out  t o t he cent er  o f  t he t r ack f o r  at  l eas t  temp-

o r ar y s t o r age. 

They wer e i ns t a l l ed i n t hei r  new home l ong bef o r e d i nner . For  

t hese f i r s t  a r r i v a l s , o n l y t he quar t er s i n t he f or mer  s t abl es wer e 

bei ng us ed. The s t abl es wer e to be f i l l e d bef o r e t he b i g bar r ac k s 

i n t he par k i ng ar ea woul d be u t i l i z e d . 

F ami l i es wer e al ways k ept  t o get her . Wher e t he f ami l i es wer e 

s ma l l � l es s t han 6� t h e pr obl em was s i mpl e: a doubl e apar t ment  was 

as s i gned . Ad j o i n i ng apar t ment s wer e as s i gned f o r  l ar ger  f ami l i es . 

I n t he case o f  t he Yamagat a f ami l y �mo t her , f at her  and 12 c h i l dr en 

(a t h i r t eent h was comi ng t o camp l at er ) - - t hr ee ad j o i n i ng apar t ment s 

wer e as s i gned» 

The Y amagat as , t he l a r ges t  f ami l y i n camp at  t hat  t i me, 

i ac l uded Mor i o Yamagat a, a f i s her man f r om .yi l mi ngt on- - and occas i on-

a l l y f r om Mont er ey , h i s wi f e , Mi t s uy o , t hr ee daught er s and n i ne s ons . 

The g i r l s wer e Mi c h i y e 9, Kei k o 11, and Nabuko 17. The boys wer e 

Tat  sul ci  2, Hac hi r o ( "t he e i gh t h ") 4 , Hi c h i r o ( n t h e s ev ent h") 5, 

Yoshi o 8 , Hak ar u 11, Sh i ny u 12, Mi t s ur u 13, Mor i yas u 16, and J o e 18. 

A f our t h daught er , Tomo, 20, was s t i l l  wo r k i ng f ar t her  nor t h i n 

Sant a Mar i a . 

" I  hope, she can come down h e r e , " f at her  Yamagat a s a i d . ""Ver y 

n i c e t o have whol e f ami l y t o get her . Ver y n i c e t o hav e gover nment  

pay f o r  my whol e f a mi l y . " 
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On t he o t her  hand, t her e wer e such new f ami l i es as L i l y and 

K i y o s h i  Gk ur a, mar r i ed onl y a f ew mont hs be f o r e , who had j us t  

r et ur ned f r om a honey- moon t r i p t o New Or l eans . Gkur a had been 

a per s onnel  t ec hn i c i an f o r  t he Ci t y o f  L os Angel es , and, accor d-

i ng t o c l ai ms made bef o r e t he Di es Commi t t ee, an exc eedi ngl y 

danger ous J apanes e. Hi s young wi f e had wor ked i n . . i l mi ngt on as 

a r ec ep t i o n i s t , and o c c as i o nal l y as a model  and ac t r es s . Bot h 

wer e c o l l ege gr aduat es , Gkur a f r om So ut her n Ca l i f o r n i a and h i s 

wi f e f r om t he Un i v er s i t y o f  Ca l i f o r n i a . 

Sa i d Ok ur a; used t o come t o Sant a An i t a and make a 

bet  or  t wo . 1 us ed t o be pr et t y l uc k y . I n t hose day s , I  gr i ped 

t hat  i t  was har der  t o get  out  t han t o get  i n , wi t h a l l  t he t r af f i c 

j am and ev er y t h i ng. Bo y , I  d i d n ' t  know how har d i t  coul d be t o 

l eav e h e r e l " 

At  t he r eg i s t r a t i o n des k , each f ami l y head was gi ven a c o l o r ed 

but t on (among ot her  t h i ngs ) i nd i c at i ng t he mess ha l l  h i s f ami l y 

woul d us e and t o l d t he hour  t hey woul d eat . Wi t h ex i s t i ng f ac i l i -

t i e s , i t  s c ar c el y t axed t he k i t c hen s t a f f  t o ser ve 2000 peopl e 

i n t hr ee s i t t i ngs wi t h i n l es s t han one ho ur . The s er v i c e was 

r ap i d and ef f i c i en t �wo men c ar r y i ng babi es wer e gi ven s pec i a l  

at t ent i o n and s er ved i mmedi at el y wi t hout  any wai t  i n l i n e� b u t  

d i n i ng was mor e l e i s u r e l y . Once eac h evacuee had r ec ei v ed 

h i s s t a i n l es s s t eel  p l a t e o f  f o o d , he c oul d s t ay as l ong at  h i s 

t abl e as he des i r ed . 

The f o o d, k i t c hen at t endant s emphas i zed, was p ar t i c u l a r l y 

t ender . I t  had t o b e , s i nc e no k n i v es wer e v i s i b l e i n t he d i n i ng 

h a l l s . (Even i n a c o nc ent r at i o n camp, wher e t he men wer e at  

l eas t  suspec t ed o f  be i ng danger ous a l i e n s , t abl e k n i v es wer e 
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ev i dent  at  ever y s ea t , ) 

Af t er  d i n n er , wi t h a chance t o sur vey t hei r  s ur r oundi ngs , 

t he new ar r i v a l s qu i c k l y l o s t  t he exc i t ement  t hat  had c o l o r ed 

t hei r  depar t ur e f r om San P edr o . No mat t er  t hat  t hey wer e t o l d 

t hey wer e l i v i n g i n "aut o - c our t " l o dg i ngs , t hey nev er t hel es s 

f e l t  t hey had been j ut  i nt o onl y moder at el y d i s gu i s ed s t abl es . 

The bar bed- wi r e f enc es and t he s o l d i er s on pat r o l  l ook ed mor e 

l i k e t he t r i mmi ngs o f  a c onc ent r at i on camp t han o f  an assembl y 

c ent er . 

The next  mor ni ng, under  a br i gh t  war m s un , Sant a An i t a (al -

r eady dubbed "J ap an i t a ") buc k l ed down t o t he j ob o f  becomi ng 

a l ar ge h ab i t a t i o n�i f - no t  a c i t y . Ch i l dr en s t ar t ed games i n 

t he s t r ee t s � b a s eb a l l , t ouc h- f oo t bal 1, pi ng- pong (on a t abl e 

t hr own t oget her  on t he s pot ) and a J apanes e v er s i o n o f  mar bl es 

i n whi ch t he mar bl es wer e p l ac ed not  i n a c i r c l e but  i n a f i s h-

shaped a r ea . 

Has t i l y er ec t ed l aundr y l i n e s sagged under  t he wei ght  o f  wet  

c l o t hes . Sc r aps o f  l umber , l e f t  i n a x î l e by t he c o nt r ac t o r s , 

wer e c o l l ec t ed by t he ar mf ul  and br ought  i nt o t he c ent er  o f  camp 

f o r  t r ans f o r mat i o n i n t ab l es , c ha i r s and s hel v es . A f ew det a i l s 

o f  young J apanes e bo y s , i den t i f i ed by ' ' s t a f f  ar m- bands , made 

door - t o- door  sur veys t o compl et e camp r ec o r ds . Ot her  boys wer e 

r ak i ng pat hs , c l eani ng t he gr ounds , d i s t r i bu t i ng l uggage. 

Most  o f  t he ev ac uees , wi t h no t h i ng t o do , i ndu l ged i n v i s i t i n g 

or  s i gh t s ee i ng , admi r i ng t he l uxur i o us gr ounds and bu i l d i ngs 

( $300, 000 had been spent  i n an t i c i pat i o n o f  t he Sant a An i t a 1942 r ac i ng 
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s eas o n) , s t udy i ng t he s t at ue of  Seab i s c u i t , or  wat c hi ng t he Wor k-
er  . «*» * 

men s t i l l  bus y on t he bar r ac k s down on t he o l d par k i ng a r ea . 

By mi d- af t er noon, t he sun had been b l o t t ed o ut  and a c o l d , 

di s mal  r ai n f e l l  s pas mo di c al l y . The r a i n �an d t he dr enched 

gr ound�put  an end t o most  s i ght s eei ng and out door  s po r t s , I n-W 4 . � 

s t ead, t he evac uees moved i ns i de t o go s s i p , compar e accommodat i ons , 

p l ay c ar ds , dance t o t he t unes of  po r t abl e r adi os or  r e l ax wi t h 

vas t  quant i t i es o f  Coc a- Co l as . A f ew evac uees c ont i nued t o wal k 

about  o ut s i de under  t he pr o t ec t i o n of  a r ar e umbr el l a or  even 

a wi de J apanes e s uns hade. 

Gos s i p r evo l ved about  s uc h po i nt s as t hes e� 

"Wher e ar e we go i ng t o be moved nex t ? And when?" 

"When ar e we go i ng t o be gi ven some woi k t o do her e? " 

"How ar e t he San F r anc i s c o J apanes e go i ng t o f i t  i n when t hey 

get  her e? " 

"What  about  us young f e l l o ws ? Ar e we go i ng t o be dr af t ed 

by t he Ar my?" 

Some o f  t he o l der  I s s e i , p r o f es s i o nal  gar dener s , s i z ed up 

t he shr ubs and t r ees ar ound t he dwel l i ngs and wonder ed i f  t hey 

woul d be per mi t t ed t o i ndu l ge i n a l i t t l e s padi ng and pr un i ng. 

Most  of  t hes e f i r s t  evac uees wer e f ar mer s ; onl y a f ew wer e f i s her -

men, r ec ent l y r e*noved f r om Ter mi nal  I s l a n d , and s t i l l  l es s wer e 

mer c hant s . Even dur i ng t he f i r s t  days at  Sant a An i t a , t he f ar mer s 

exami ned t he r ac et r ac k nu r s er i es , l awns , f l ower  beds , and or ange 

t r ees wi t h p r o f es s i o nal  i n t er es t , t he mer chant s c o ns i der ed t he 

p o s s i b i l i t y o f  openi ng smal l  s t o r es (banned by t he management ), 

and o nl y t he f i s her men seemed at  a l o s s f o r  i deas . 

Among t he younger  ev ac uees , onl y a smal l  gr oup appear ed angr y 



Sant a ;.ni t a -  12 

or  s u l l en : t hese wer e boys i n t hei r  ' t een s , many o f  t hem wear i ng 

t hei r  hi gh s c hoo l  l e t t e r s . 

On Ap r i l  7, a t housand J apanes e ar r i v ed at  Sant a An i t a 

f r om San Di ego Count y and 660 came i n on an ov er ni ght  t r ai n f r om 

San F r anc i s c o . Add i t i o na l  hundr eds had come f r om L ong Beac h, br i ng-

i ng t he camp popul at i on pas t  t he 5000 mar k , and no t i c es wer e pos t ed 

f o r  t he c l ear anc e o f  s t i l l  mor e s ec t i o ns o f  L os Angel es Count y . 

By Ap r i l  11, s l i gh t l y mor e t han a week a f t e r  t he f i r s t  evacuees 

had emt er ed t he as s embl y c en t er , Sant a An i t a was c l ear l y s hapi ng 

i nt o a mor e e f f ec t i v e p r o j ec t . Handi c apped t hough i t  was by i t s 

es s en t i a l  (or  at  l eas t  announced) t empor ar y s t a t us , and by t he 

c ons t ant  i n f l ux of  mor e J apanes e f r om many d i f f er en t  l o c a t i o ns , 

i t  nev er t hel es s was s t a b i l i z i n g i t s e l f  i nt o de f i n i t e pat t er ns o f  

o r gan i z at i o n . 

Many J apanes e, es pec i a l l y t he p i o neer s at  t he c ent er , woul d 

s i gna l  t hei r  r et ur n f r om one par t  of  camp t o t hei r  own quar t er s 

by s ay i ng , " I ' m go i ng ho me." 

A s t eady f l ow o f  ma i l , t oget her  wi t h r ec ei p t  o f  da i l y 

newspaper s and t a l k s wi t h r ecent  a r r i v a l s , kept  t he evac uees as 

wel l  i nf or med as o r di nar y Amer i cans on c ur r ent  ev ent s . 

The once bar e s t a l l s had been made mor e homel i ke by i ns t a l l a -

t i o n o f  s hel v es , c u r t a i ns , t ab l es , n i ght  s t ands , cupboar ds and 

c ab i net s , many o f  t hes e a r t i c l es bei ng bu i l t  out  of  l ef t - over  odds 

and ends of  l umber * Most  of  t he r ooms wer e k ept  neat  and c l ean ; 

many, however , wer e d i r t y , unkempt  and unat t r ac t i v e. 

P l ans f o r  sel f - gover nment  wi t h i n t he camp boundar i es wer e 

pr o c eedi ng, al t ho ugh member s o f  t he camp management  qui c k l y i nd i c at ed 
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i t  woul d be a d i s t i nc t  mo di f i c at i o n o f  s el f - gover nment . 

"A l o t  of  t hose J aps who ar e al r eady comi ng t o t he f o r e , " 

t hey s a i d , "a r e t he bad p enn i es , t he cheap war d p o l i t i c i an s . 

1fee have t o be c ar ef u l  o f  t hem, and see t hey do n ' t  get  us i n 

t r oubl e. t r  

Many o f  t he so - c al l ed war d p o l i t i c i a n s , i t  appear ed, 

wer e t he aggr es s i v e young Ni s e i  who had been l eader s i n t hei r  

f or mer  c ommuni t i es , and who wer e now c o nt i nu i ng at  Sant a An i t a . 

A maj or  pr opo r t i on o f  t he ev ac uees , moder at el y wel l  s et t l ed 

i n t he i r  new r o u t i ne , as s er t ed t he i r  gr at i t ude at  be i ng i ns i de 

t he Sant a Ani t a f enc e . 

" I t  may be a l i t t l e har d on our  par ent s and on our  young-

s t e r s , " one Ni s e i  dec l ar ed, "but  we ' l l  a l l  get  al o ng a l l  r i g h t . 

I t ' s much bet t er  f o r  us t o be her e . Back i n San Pedr o or  San 

F r anc i s c o or  San Di ego , we never  knew what  mi ght  happen t o us . 

We ' d a l l  hear d about  ac t s o f  v i o l enc e , and a l o t  o f  t he J apanes e 

had been t hr eat ened ai d i n t i mi dat ed. I f  any t hi ng had happened 

t o a s i ngl e o i l  we l l , i f  anybody had bl own up a b r i d g e , i f  a 

s i ng l e J apanes e was f ound commi t t i ng s abo t age�and c er t a i n l y 

some J apanes e wer e wor k i ng f o r  t he J apanes e gov er nment �i t  woul d 

have been t e r r i b l e f o r  a l l  o f  u s . 

"T h i s way , even t hough a l o t  o f  us f ee l  we ' r e f o r c ed t o. 

g i v e up our  Amer i can c i t i z en s h i p and we a l l  f ee l  we ' r e mak i ng 

at  l eas t  as much s ac r i f i c e as any o t her  gr oup i n t he c ount r y , 

we ' r e s af e f r om any t h i ng a mob mi ght  t r y t o do t o us . 

"The o nl y t h i ng t hat  bot f t er s us i s wh a t ' s go i ng t o happen 
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af t er  t he war . I t  i s n ' t  go i ng t o be so eas y t o pi ck: up wher e 

we l e f t  o f f . " 

The commi ssar y depar t ment  had al r eady changed i t s o per at i o ns , 

s h i f t i ng i t s s t a f f  and i t s menus . At  f i r s t , al mos t  a l l  t he k i t -

chen wor k er s wer e non- J apanese, but  qui c k l y t hey wer e s uppl ant ed 

by exper i ext cecl  cooks f r om among t he ev ac uees . Wi l l i am Ot an i , f o r  

10 year s c hef  a t  t he $1 , 000, 000 Sabot a Hot  Spr i ngs Hot el  at  San 

J ac i nt o and bef o r e t hat  at  t he Cl ar i dge Ho t el  i n Ch i c ago , was 

as s i s t ant  caef  i n one o f  t he oant a Ani t a mess h a l l s . 

"we s t ar t ed out  wi t h r egul ar  Ar my canned- f ood r a t i o n , wi t h 

ext r a t ea and r i c e , " he s a i d . "At  f i r s t , Amer i c an cooks make r i c e 

wr ong way . They cook wet  r i c e . J apanes e l i k e r i c e dr y . Now 

we f i x t hat  way . Now we s t ar t  us i ng f r es h f o o d . 

"He r e ' s t omor r ow's menu� 

"F o r  b r eak f as t , we s er v e her e 4500 peopl e. That  t ak es 500 

pounds st eamed oat meal , 60 gal l ons mi l k , 20 c as es s l i c ed peac hes , 

200 pounds p i neappl e j am, 65 pounds c o f f ee , p l ent y br ead and but t er . 

"F o r  l unc h , some o f  our  peopl e move t o o t her  d i n i ng r oom. We 

ser ve 3000. We cook 1000 pounds baked f i s h � h a l f  wh i t e f i s h , ha l f  

s har k . For  cr eam s auc e, we need 3 c ases mi l k . Use 500 pounds 

st eamed r i c e . Mak i ng banana s q uas h�5 c as es sweet  pot at o mi xed 

wi t h 450 pounds f r es h banana s quas h. Ver y good. Make co l e s l aw 

s a l ad , use 1000 pounds c abbage. Ser v e l o t s of  t ea . 

"Have 3000 f o r  supper  t omor r ow. We make sc r ambl ed eggs wi t h 

gr een pepper �t hat  t ak es 12 cases f r es h eggs . T h a t ' s 4 , 320 eggs , 

l o t s eggs . Ver y expens i v e. Al s o 50 pounds gr een pepper , 1 c as e 

mi l k . A l s o , we f i x 1000 pounds mashed po t at o es , and 5 c as es � 

30 g a l l o n s � d i l l  p i c k l es . F or  des s er t , 15 c as es pear s . 
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"Ev er y day , we use 2000 l eav es f r es h br ead, 

"Ov er  her e , young l ad i es f i x s pec i al  f ood f o r  l i t t l e 

bab i es . * Have canned mi l k , Kar o s y r up , or ange j u i c e . Put  i n 

bo t t l es wi t h r ubber  n i p p l es . A l l  s t e r i l i z e d . F i x j us t  l i k e 

doc t or  want s . A l l  v er y c l ean . L i t t l e boys and g i r l s , t hey 

get  bo t t l e o f  mi l k ever y meal . Somet i mes do n ' t  want  mi l k . They 

dr i nk i t  anyhow. Ver y good mi l k . Somet i mes have f i gh t  wi t h 

mot her s . Mot her s ver y dumb about  mi l k . But  doc t or  s ay s , 'Mus t  

have mi l k , ' so must  h av e . " 

Meanwhi l e, 30 s pec i a l  mi l k k i t c h ens �eac h wi t h a hot  p l at e 

and i c ebo x �h ad been bu i l t  and spot t ed at  s t r at egi c po i nt s 

t hr oughout  t he camp ar ea . The J apanes e babi es wer e go i ng t o 

have mi l k . 

l el f c had al s o s t ar t ed on c l ear i ng t he p r ac t i c e r ac e t r ack 

t o make a bas ebal l  di amond and per haps a soccer  or  f o o t ba l l  f i e l d . 

The r ecent  r a i n , c o nt i nu i ng s po r ad i c a l l y a l l  week , had f a i l -

ed t o make a s er i ous i mpr es s i on on camp mor al e, es pec i a l l y s i nc e 

many of  t he evacuees had dug di t c hes t o c ar r y o f f  t he wat er . 

Out s i de t he camp bo undar i es , wher e t he s o l d i er s wer e on p at r o l , 

t he mud was much mor e s er i o us but  t he guar ds t ook i t  and l i k ed 

i t . Or  at  l eas t  t hey t ook i t . 

S t i l l  f a r t her  away , t he c i t i z en s o f  t he c i t y o f  Ar c adi a wer e 

begi nn i ng t o ac c ept  t he new p r o j ec t , and even become r ec o nc i l ed . 

Al t hough t hey c oul d not  v i s i t  t he camp and see i t  f o r  t hems el ves , 

t hey had di s c o v er ed many o f  t h e i r  ear l i e r  f ear s had been gr ound-

l e s s . 
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Sai d w. D. L i b by ,s ec r et ar y o f  t he Ar c adi a Chamber  o f  Com-

mer ce: 

"Ther e was a l o t  o f  r esent ment  her e at  f i r s t , but  most  o f  

t he f o l k s have go t t en o v er  i t . Even s o , some peo p l e ar e s t i l l  

sor e at  me bec aus e I  d i d n ' t  go t o t he Ar my and t e l l  t he gener al s 

t hey c o u l dn ' t  move t he J aps her e. 

"Now t hat  we ' v e f ound out  t he s o l d i er s ar e k eep i ng t hem 

wel l - guar ded, nobody i s wo r r y i ng v er y much. 

"Of  c o ur s e, i t  hur t s t he c i t y t o have Sant a An i t a c l os ed 

down, but  we ' l l  get  by . Af t er  a l l , Ar c ad i a was her e l ong be-

f o r e t he t r ac k was b u i l t � i t  was i nc o r po r at ed i n 1903. 

"We c a l l  Ar c adi a t he ' C i t y o f  Ho mes , ' bes t  and c heapes t  

wat er  i n Ca l i f o r n i a , l ow u t i l i t y r a t es , no b i g i ndus t r i es . I t  

cover s I Z i  squar e mi l es . Our  1940 census f i gu r e was onl y 9 , 022 , 

but  by now i t ' s pr obabl y 12, 000. 

"A f a i r  pr o po r t i o n o f  t he peopl e her e ar e r et i r ed�many 

o f  t hem ar e ex- s o l di er s and ex- r ai l r oad men. About  80 per  c ent  

o f  t he wor k er s commut e t o Los Angel es o r  P as adena, and some o f  

t hem go as f ar  as Long Beach or  Gl enda l e . 

"We do n ' t  have many i ndus t r i es �t h r ee l umber  y ar ds , a 

sash- and- door  wo r k s , and t he 7- Up bo t t l i ng p l an t . 

"Of  c o ur s e, c l o s i ng Sant a An i t a i s go i ng t o hur t  us . A 

l o t  of  s t o r es and ho t el s di d l o t s o f  bus i nes s wi t h t he r ac i ng 

c r owd. Some of  our  men's s t o r es have b i g s t ocks o f  s mal l - s i ze 

c l o t hes f o r  j o c k ey s . And t he t r ac k us ed t o pay about  ; ;38,000 

a year  i n t axes , and c o nt r i but ed a c oupl e of  hundr ed t o t he 

Chamber  of  Commer ce, and some o f  t he o t her  agenc i es . But  t h i s 
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i s a l l  par t  o f  war , and we c a n ' t  c ompl ai n. 

"We al r eady had some J apanes e ar o und�abo ut  50 of  t hem. 

They had v eget abl e s t ands and f l ower  gar dens , and some o f  t hem 

wer e s er v ant s . Ver y decent  c l a s s , t oo . Mi nded t hei r  own bus i -

n es s , nev er  go t  i n t r o ubl e. But  I  suppose t he J aps over  at  

Sant a An i t a ar e d i f f e r e n t . " 

L i k e many anot her  c i t i z en o f  A r c ad i a , L i bby emphas i zed 

t h i s : "Nat u r a l l y , I  do n ' t  l i k e t o have t he J aps h er e . But  

I ' d r at her  have 'em her e t han ar ound t he har bor  and t he o i l  

wel l s and t he pl ane f ac t o r i es . And I  under s t and t h ey ' r e go-

i ng t o be moved p r et t y s oon. Do you t hi nk t h e y ' l l  put  s o l d i er s 

i n a l l  t hose bar r ac k s l a t e r  on? So l d i e r s can come i n t o t own, 

and buy at  our  s t o r es . . . " 
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ISTERKMBNT CEHTKR&i SHARP PARK 

Throughout the early stages of the evacuation and relocation program» 

most of the offi ci al s involved took particul ar pains to wipe thei r hands of 

another wartime problem» the oontrol  of dangerous al i ens. 

The two problems» they said, were total l y and completely unrelated, 

concerning two enti rel y separate groups of peopl e, two separate groups of 

governmental  agencies, two di fferent types of treatment. They considered 

relocation to be a deraooratio, rational  and essential l y fr i endl y but necessary 

act ("i t hurts us as much as i t hurts you") to provide mutual  aid and protection! 

but control  of dangerous al iens i s a pol iceman's j ob, beginning with some acute 

spying by the Federal  Bureau of Investigation, featured by a dramatic house- to-

house rai d, and ending with a concentration camp. 

In real i ty, however, these two were intimately rel ated parts of the same 

problem. The campaign against suspected dangerous al i ens, wi th al l  i ts flam-

boyant publ ici ty and i ts appeal  as a pulp- ma&asine thri l l er come true, was 

l argely responsible for the bi rth of the rel ocation program, a major factor in 

convincing the publ ic that rel ocation was necessary, and Instrumental  in de-

termining the extent of rel ocation. 

The f i r st raids against al iens convinced the Nation that some al iens 

could not be trusted. Continuation of the raids, even after offi ci al s had 

claimed "everytil ing i s now under control ," brought the feel ing that perhaps no 

al iens could be trusted. 

Even as early as December 27, 1941, Attorney General  Biddle stated« 

"I should l i ke to remind employers that � � � fewer than 3000 have been 

regarded as dangerous to the peace and safety of the United States. Those have 

Sec. Q 
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been taken into custody by Federal  authorities 

But al l  through January end February» the Federal  authorities took more 

and more enemy al iens into custody. By February 26, the Attorney General  

reported, 5151 enemy al iens had been arrested, and yet the raids went on� 

productive raids, too, with the seisure of st i l l  more dangerous al iens and 

st i l l  more hidden contraband* County j ai l s and immigration stations were 

jaasaed with al iens awaiting hearings, additional  hearing boards had to be 

appointed to keep up with the work, Internment camps were becoming seriously 

crowded and store rooms were fi l l ed wi th thousands of contraband - weapons, 

tens of thousands of rounds of ammunition, i l l egal  short- wave radios, signal  

fl ags, mil i tary uniforms, code books, powerful  fl ood l ights, photographic 

equipment and even dynamite« 

¿tore and more i nnocent - appear i ng J apanese pr i est s, harml ess and impov-

er i shed J apanese farmers and f ai t hf ul  J apanese domest i c servant s al l  t urned out  

t o be col onel s i n di sgui se. 

And st i l l  t he r ai ds went  on. 

Event ual l y publ i c sent iment  turned to t he onl y l ogi cal  concl usi on» 

Nobody knows how many aangeroue al i ens we have. We oan*t  t r ust  any of  them. 

We must move them ai l - especi al l y J apanese�f r om st r at egi c ar eas. And, f or  good 

measure, we'd bet t er  move t hei r  cl t l son chi l dr en al ong wi t h them. 

Whether or not this was j usti fi ed, i t was what the people wanted. I t 

resul ted in a clamor for mass evacuation, especial l y of J apanese, and eventu-

al l y i t resul ted in evacuation i tsel f . 

Yet the story of  the dangerous al iens did not stop there, with evacua-

tion foroed on non- dangerous al iens and oi ti sens. For each al ien sent to a 

concentration camp had rel atives or friends or neighbors. His wi fe, his parents, 
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his chi l dren, ashamed or crushed or vengeful , wont to relocation centers} their 

records were dear , but their minds were not. They-  had a father, or  a brother 

or friend or neighbor. I n a concentration camp�he was a cr i mi nal  i n t he eyes 

of the Uni t ed St at es Government�and they were supposed to for get  about  i t . 

"Don't  think about your fathor up at Missoul a," they were tol d. "That 's 

al l  over. We're giving you a fresh start ." 

But  i t  wasn't al l  over for thousands of fami l ies at  Santa Ani t a and 

itansanar and Parker. They were starting their new l i fe with strong t i es t o a 

man a thousand miles away, branded as an enemy to America. Those t i es were 

destined to have strange but unpredictable effeots on the success of the V*ar 

Relocation Authori ty. 

Internment camps, more commonly known as concentration camps, are 

nothing new to modern nations. Every country in time of war has had to do some-

thing wi th eneay national s within i ts borders} once these victims were of 

l imited importance, for they were quickly slaughtered after the outbreak of 

host i l i t i es, and that was that, but now�under the rules of ci vi l i sed warfare� 

they are placed in concentration camps for the duration. 

Every detai l  of a wartime concentration camp i s covered by a universal  

treaty governing prisoners of war. This pact l i sts the food and housing that 

nast be given internees, the type and amount of work they can per form, the type 

and maximum amount of punishment al lowable (50 days in sol itary confinement, 

but no corporal  punishment) and provisions for investigation by representatives 

of a mutual ly satisfactory neutral  nation. 

Only since the r i se of Hi tl er and the Haxi Gestapo has an ugl ier set of 

rules been appl ied to a concentration camp, and even in Germany, brutal i ty and 
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torture has been administered not to captured "enemy nationals'* but to those 

German nationals and slave peoples whose own countries oould not retal iate with 

reprisal s in kind. 

America had internment eamps during »orld War I . and ©vea before this 

country went  to war  with the Axis in 1941, three ca>aps were establ ished for 

internment of al ien J apanese, Germans end Ital ians held here under t he rules of 

war. The f i rst of  tnese was at Fort Stanton in New Mexico, just north of the 

mescalero Apache I ndi an .Reservation, establ ished in 1940 by agreement with the 

German Embassy to hold 409 members of  the crew of the scuttled l iner Columbus. 

The next two were placed at Fort Missoula, Montana, ana Fort Lincoln near 3is'.oarck, 

South Dakota, onetime Headquarters of General  Custer. A few days after Pearl  

harbor, a «restern camp was set up i n Tuna Canyon, near Los AngeleB, and on 

March 3J , 1S42, a second Paci fic Coast camp went into action at Sharp Park, 

near San Francisco. 

For weeks before, FBI raiding parties had been scouring al l  Northern 

and Central  Cal i fornia, rounding up scores of  suspected al iens�Germans, 

J apanese and Ital i ans�in the San Francisco Bay area, the ferti l e Sacramento 

and San J oaquin val l eys, and the northern lumber towns. These al i ens had 

l ived and worked f or  year s as uurseryruen, f ar mer », t ruck gar dener s, grocers, 

newspaper men, household servant« ana small  business menj  but  i n fact, claimed 

the FBI agents, they were memb r s of  the German- American Bund, the Ital i an Com-

batenti , the J apanese Mi l i tary Virtue Society, the Black Dragon, and the 

Meimushe Kai . 

Kvery one of these al iens was oonsidered a potential  spy, saboteur or 

enemy agent. 
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l a each caso, the prel iminary history had been the same. The FBI  

men, aided by looal  pol ioe and deputy sheri ffs, had olosed down without warn-

ing on one suspected di str i ct, served special  presidential  warrants, questioned 

eaoh suspect, searched his houss (and usual ly found some hidden contraband), 

and booked him at the nearest j ai l �"en route to immigration authori ti es." 

The immigration authorities then went into action, col l ecting the 

seised al iens in truoks and busses, and transferring them to San Francisco's 

Si l ver Avenue Immigration Station* 

Here, at Si l ver Avenue, the al iens found no barred cel l s awaiting them, 

but instead a huge gymnasium�a left- over from the days when the sprawl ing 

bui ldings onoe served as a training school  for the Salvation Army. That 

gymnasium had been transformed into a dormitory by the simple triok of oovering 

virtual l y the entire fl oor with row after row of double- deck beds. I t was 

jammed with the beds, the hundreds of "detainees" and their luggages only enough 

spaoe was l eft for a dosen card tables (staoked suitcases) for the interminable 

oard games* 

Those games were conducted under utmost di ff i cul t i es. Aisl e spaoe was 

too narrow for effioient navigation, and the tables and players were constantly 

bumped by every passerby* The ai r was thick with tobaoeo smoke and a dosen 

other fumes and odors* Early in the afternoon, i t beoame sti l l  more di ffi cul t 

to ooneentrate on pinochlei  guards began issuing di rections� 

"Number eight- four- five l" 

"Here." 

"Pack your stuff and get ready to move I" 

"Where we going?" 

"You»11 find out * * * number eight- four- six 1" 
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Traffi c up aad down tha ai sl e« became too much for tha card- players, 

and the game« fi nal l y hal ted. Nearly two hundred man bent over thei r suit-

cases, fol ding i n the l ast pieces of cl othing, the l ast shi rt, the extra sweater, 

the warm pai r of  socks. Were they going to icy North Dakota, to sun- baked 

Hew Mexico? Seither one, the inside story had i t , but to a new camp near San 

Francisco�down at Sharp Park. 

The inside story was always there�and usual l y i t was correct. Hot 

even the newspapers knew about Sharp Park, but the al iens di d. 

By 2*50 fi ve big passenger busses had pul l ed Inside the fenced courtyard 

and the fi rst of the detainees cl imbed the narrow stai rs out of the gymnasium 

and stepped out i n the bright hot sunl ight. These f i r st were I tal i ans. They 

came out bl inking in the l i ght, unshaven, uncertain, then grinning at the 

bus drivers and the waiting guards. 

The guards, less than a dozen of them, were from the Border Patrol -

tal l , rangy men brought up from the Mexican border. They carried heavy automatics 

on their bel ts, and the guns stayed in thei r hol sters. There was no obvious 

demonstration of weapons, no machine gun displ ay in the background, no bayonets-

just those automatics kept i n thei r hol sters, ready but not ostentatious. 

Tha Ital i ans came f i l i ng out of the gymnasium. Most of  them seemed 

glad to get out in the sunl ight, to get a lung ful l  of the clean ai r sweeping 

in from the Paci fi c. Maybe they were deadly Pasoistii  they looked l ike good 

paisanos�farmers, storekeepers, wine growers. Neckties and clean shirts were 

rare. Their luggage was al l  of two types�either ol d, broken luggage that had 

never been very good in i ts prime, or shiny new suitcases that looked l i ke the 

$2.98 special . I t wasn*t travel ing man's l uggage. A few men carried paper 

bags stuffed with shirts and underwear. Host had a few clothes hangers under 
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their arm. Concentration camps, i t appeared, don't provide standard hotel  

faci l i t i es» 

And »t i l l  the Ital ians oame fi l i ng out, usual l y starting off in the 

wrong di rection, then cal l ed over to the ohecker to give his name and number, 

and final l y ushered into a bus. The bus drivers did al l  the work, carrying 

the baggage and loading i t i n pl ace. 

Once or twice a German appeared in l i ne, but each time he was told 

to wait unti l  the Ital ians were al l  fi ni shed. The Ital ians thought this was 

particularl y amusing. 

I t took two busses to carry al l  the Ital i ans, and then the Germans came. 

There was no mistaking the change» these men were strikingly blond, shaved, 

cl ean, wel l  dressed (with neckties). Many of them were surprisingly young, 

in their l ate teens or early twenties. Where the Ital ians were puffing on 

pipes, the Germans went in for cigarettes. And the German luggage was di fferent-

i t was al l  the same, good, sol id stuff- perhaps dirty and scuffed, daubed with 

hotel  and ai rl ine stickers, but unquestionably expensive. 

The Germans, too, joked in the bright sunl ight, but i t wasn't good-

humored joking. There were sul len j ibes mixed with the loud l aughs. 

"And now we have the Border Patrol  with us," one blond muttered in 

German. "Nothing but damned Mexican- chasers J" And then l oudly, i n Engl ish, 

with a broad smile, he added, "Hel l o, fel l ows. Glad to see you're going to 

protect us." He laughed uproariously* 

The guards fai l ed to appreciate the j oke. Leaning against the wal l s 

and the bus fenders, they wriggled into sl ightl y more comfortable posi tions. 

"T«ish I was back in Cal exioo," one of them said. wi fe's gonna 

have a baby i n two weeks." 



Sharp P&rk- l O 

The German- American conversations petered away. 

Meanwhile, with the Ital ians and Germans movi ng carelessly into their 

busses, the J apanese were getting themselves organised. I t was super- organisation. 

They had l ined themselves, three abreast, i n a geometrical ly straight l i ne, with 

each man standing nearly at ful l  attention, hi s baggage by hi s side. I f someone 

had said "Forward ¿larch S" they would undoubtedly have stepped out in perfect 

order. The guards had nothing to do with this organisation) a l i t t l e, well -

dressed, blaok- mustaohed man, Mr. Inouye, took care of i t . He gave hi s orders, 

and his orders were obeyed. 

When the bus drivers were ready to load the J apanese, Mr. Inouye stepped 

in as middle man. lie took the orders from the bus drivers, relayed them on 

to the J apanese, and the resul ts were marvelous. Mot one J apanese made a 

single mistake. 

The J apanese, too« had their own tastes in baggage. Where the Ital ians 

went in for the $2. S3 special s and the Germans for good, sol id, expensive 

luggage, the Japanese were showily modern, super- modern. The Nipponese luggage 

was super- aircraft luggage, with the most up- to- date color combinations, the 

biggest stripes, the biggest identi fi cation l abel s, the most streamlined 

handles. 

I t took more than an hour to check: and load the men and their baggage. 

At the end of the driveway, out of sigh* dotens of women and chi ldren and a 

few men waited patiently to wave goodby. When the busses final l y roared up 

the driveway, the farewel l  ceremony col lapsed) a few Japanese gi rl s waved with 

complete abandon, one Ital i an woman broke out with a stream of unmistakable 

curses, and four chi ldren�two German and two Ital i an�cried miserably. 

Everybody else merely looked. 
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A few passereby, obviously aware of the identi ty of the passengers, 

watched without smi l ing, without j i bi ng, without any comment at al l . They 

calmly fol l owed the proceedings as they would the movements of handcuffed 

murderers. 

Once on thei r way, the busses made excel l ent time} without any si rens 

or motorcycle escort, with only one guard i n each bus of forty- odd men, the 

drivers handled thei r assignment as i f i t were the usual  5#15 commuter's 

special  to Palo Al to. 

A forty minutes drive south of San Francisco, the Sharp Park camp i s 

girded on three sides by the Coast Range, on the fourth by the Paci fi c Ocean. 

Between the ocean shore and the green- roofed, yel l ow barracks bui l dings i s 

part of the rol l i ng fairways of the Sharp Park gol f course. As a concentra-

ti on camp for dangerous al i ens, i t offers a superb view that would del ight any 

chamber of commerce, but the view I s f i l tered through a ten- foot fence topped 

by barbed- wire. 

Three weeks before the fi rst busloeds of al i ens reached there, Sharp 

Ifcrk was acquired by the Government, and i ts bui l dings�once used by the State 

Rel i ef Administration and more recentl y by the State Guard�were put into 

proper condi tion. Fences were strung al l  around the camp, and high towers 

erected on the corners for armed guards. 

l ate i n the afternoon of March 30, the f i rst 191 men were taken forty 

at a time into the wired encl osure, marched to the barrack© and assigned to 

thei r beds. Border Patrolmen from the Immigration Servi ce, assisted by State 

Guardsmen, quickl y l ed the men to the quartersj  agai n, there was no prodding 

with bayonets or even wi th guns, for not a singl e weapon was al l owed wi thin 

the encl osure. As each guard marched through the fence opening, he surrendered 

hi s gun to the guard remaining outeide. They took no chance that a prisoner 
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might grab a gun «van i n« Ida the fence, 

Wi t h t en bar r ack« and a top capacity of 1200, the f i r s t  191 al i ens had 

ampl e room, and only a few guarda were necessary. 

«I t 's funny finding the Jape coming i n l i ke thi s," one St at e Guard 

captain «ai d. "We figgered they might be cooing her e, but we expect ed t o see 

�em arrive on battl eships from the West, and now they arr i ve by Greyhound bus 

from San Francisco. Wel l , we're ready for 'em anyhow." 

Dinner was served within an hour�meat, potatoes, freah vegetabl es, 

ftui t for dessert, plenty of coffee. N. ¿3. "Mick" Col l aer, down from Fort 

Missoula to watch the proceedings, claimed food can make or break a concentre-

tion camp. 

"Htnety per cent of the trouble i n any prison or  any camp," he decl ared, 

"i s due to food�badly cooked, or not enough of  i t . Here, t he al iens can get 

seconds and thi rds and fourths, i f they want i t , and we're l etting them prepare 

t hei r  own food. I brought down two J ape, two I tal i ans, and two Germans from 

Si l ver Avenue, ahead of time. They know how thei r own people l i ke to have 

thei r food fl avored." 

"Our only i nstructi on," Col l aer tel l s interned al i ens, "i s to see you 

don't l eave here i l l egal l y. We have no orders to make you unhappy or uncomr 

fortabl e, and al l  our incl inations are i n the other di rect i on." 

Col l aer, an old- timer with the Border Pktrol , inspector at Del  ffcso from 

1937 to 1910, was given the job of establ ishing the fi rst internment camp at 

Fort Stanton, New Mexico. l ater he started the camps at Missoula and Bismarck. 

From 60 to 80 per cent of the attempted escapes, he claimed, would be 

avoided i s people wouldn't l eave unlocked cars around the camps. 

"We keep guards�unarmed, of course�inside the camp al l  night. They 
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hel p to keep up aeral e, and find out what 1» «ol a« ©a. Al so, they look for 

fresh di rt�the signs that somebody 1« do i  a« a l i t t l e tunnel ing work." 

Everybody i a camp oust we ife�probably onl y a few hours a day�end 

preferabl y at something he understands* 

- Farmers and gardeners," Col l aer said, «wi l l  find some flower beds 

al ready ©round the bui l di ngs. We're going to have more, a*ybe put i n some l awns. 

We're going to have some vegetabl e gardens, too. I f  we h*ve art i sts or  painters 

here, ve can use thei r ski l l s* after al l . we need pl enty of  decorations around the 

pl ace. 

"They're going to have recreation and amusement�maybe radio and aovie 

urograms, soccer, basebal l , maybe footbal l . 

"They're going to have thei r own government, and thei r own J ury system to 

get eare of rneH who won't cooperate. We won't have to do much enforci ng�they'l l  

take eare of th*t themselves. 

"We'l l  heve a canteen�after al l . they always seem to have money to spend, 

or  they can get i t�but we'l l  di vide the authori ty for running i t between al l  three 

groups. I f we di dn't do i t that way, the «?aps would get control  of  i t In three 

days." 

Jftve minutes after dinner, the f i rst sign of J apanese i ni t i at i ve appeared. 

Mr. I nouye. the l i t t l e man who "organised" hi s countr yaen back at the Si l ver 

Avenue Stat i on, eame to Ool l aer . 

"I am nurseryman," he sai d. "Maybe you l et ae stay here. Fl enty work to 

do. Tou get me pl ants, some seeds? Maybe we put i n lawn here, petunias over 

there, cl imbing roses over rooft I can do. But need hel p." 

"Hel p!" Col l aer chuckl ed. "We've got 190 men here who can hel p." 

Some off i ci al s* he i ndi cated, hesi tated to trust interned al i ens wi th 
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abort 1b or t wa or even sharper cutting tool s. At Si l ver Avenue, for example, 

a sign oa the bul l et i n board proclaimed: "Germans «have at 8*30 a.m. J aps 

shave at 3t00 p.». Ouard mast be »recent." 

At Sfearp Parte camp, the al i ens can keep thei r own r asor s and shave when 

and vhoa they l i ke. 

The men brought here, i t must be emphasised, st i l l  do not  know their fate 

for the duration of the w*r . They are being hel d unti l  they can be given 

hearings before ci vi l i an boards and the testimony sent to the J usti ce Depart-

ment for deel el on. 

Seme of the "detainees"�not yet "i nternees"�wi l l  probably be released 

others wi l l  be l et out on probation, perhaps only hal f wi l l  be sentenced to 

permanent Internment unti l  the end of the war. About hal f ef the 191 brought to 

Sharp Perk on M*rch 30. then, are unquestionably enemies of the United States, 

men who have engaged i n espionage or who were ready to commit sabotage, fhey 

were the fi fth- columnists, working under orders from Berl i n, Tokyo or Rome. 

They were arch- enemies of a democratic nation. 

That nation, which th«y were trying to destroy, had this treatment in 

store for them� 

Outtide, a barbed- wire fence, machine guns, searchl ights, guards who 

carried guns and knew how to use them. 

Inside, moderate work to be done, pl enty of  f ood, sports, movi es, r adi os, 

and a good share of  sel f- government. 

"Our only i nstructi on," they are informed, "i e to see you don't l eave 

here i l l egal l y*� 

## 



May 2, 1942 

Feet i n.? wi t h Mr . Fer guson. Mr . Bat es, F r . Tozi er  and Kr , Si l ver man. 

Mr . Si l verman del i ver ed ver bal  r epor t  on hi s f i ndi ngs i n Sal i nas and 

Monterey ar ea, i n connect i on vdt h evacuat i on of  J apanese to Sal i nas 

Assembl y Cent er . 

Mr . Si l ver man: Thi s area i s 100 mi l es south of  San Fr anci sco. 

I t  i s one of  t he r i chest  agr i cul t ur al  di st r i ct s i n t he st at e. Chi ef  

commodi t i es grown are t r uck cr ops, sugar  beet s, l et t uce. Known as the 

"Let t uce Bowl " of  Amer i ca. About  a 14 mi l l i on dol l ar  crop annual l y. 

About  23,000 acr es, of  whi ch t he J apanese harvest  about  6,000 acr es. 

Thi s acr eage has been i n f or  a l ong t i me, 15 or  20 years maybe. 

That  i s one par t  of  the county of  Mont er ey. Sever al  near by di st r i ct s 

i ncl ude smal l  Chual ar , whi ch i s par t i cul ar l y i mpor tant , and T.at sonvi l l e, 

a pr et t y bi g t own. St i l l  f ur t her  away i n t he west er n par t  of  t he county 

i s t he Monter ey Peni nsul a and Paci f i c Gr ove. About  2300 J apanese i n 

Kont er ey County ar e i nvol ved i n t he evacuat i on, maybe 2500. Somewhere 

between zero and 200 ar e i n concent r at i on camps. The l ar gest  

amounts of  cont raband uncovered anywhere i n t he count ry -  ammuni t i on 

by t ens of  thousands of  r ounds, f or  exampl e -  were found i n t hi s 

count y. There ar e about  2000 Fi l i pi nos i n t he area who ar e pr i mar i l y 

farm wor ker s, smal l  mer chant s. There ar e four  t hi ngs a F i l i pi no wi l l  

go f or  i n t he f ol l owi ng order» ( l ) good l ooki ng cl ot hes, (2) good 

l ooki ng car , (3) bl onde woman, (4) a J ap. 

For  about  the l ast  f i ve or  t en year s, or  even l onger  t her e has 

been def i ni t el y no l ove l ost  between Fi l i pi nos and J apanese. 

Fi l i pi nos were never  managers or  oper at or s. They were and ar e f or  

the most  par t  farm l abor er s. Tany worked under  J apanese; t he J apanese 



took i t  out  on them, and whi t e l abor er s t ook i t  out  on t hei r  J apanese 

l abor er s. 

From the t i me of  Pear l  Harbor  on the si t uat i on appar ent l y got  

pr et t y bad. J apanese were i nt i mi dat i ng t he Fi l i pi nos t he same VTay whi t e 

peopl e were i nt i mi dat i ng the J apanese. Around Chr i stmas t he t hi ng 

changed ver y def i ni t el y and the i nt i mi dat i on came i n t he other  di rec-

t i on between Fi l i pi nos and J apanese. As a r esul t » consi der abl e appre-

hensi on among t he J apanese, and I  can prove i t . The J apanese al l  

moved t oget her  i nt o one cent r al  col ony. Most  of  them mi gr at ed -  and 

t hi s was one of  t he hi ghest  vol unt ar y mi gr at i on r at es of  J apanese. 

Around i n ear l y J anuary and al l  through February t hi ngs occur r ed; t her e 

ar e st or i es about  t hese occur r ences, gener al l y ci r cul at ed about  town, 

whi ch I  can't  prove yet . For  exampl e» a number  of  J apanese di sappear ed 

t her e i s no quest i on about  i t  -  but  no one wi l l  admi t  anyt hi ng, I  asked 

one i ndi vi dual » "VShat  happened to t hi s f ami l y?" "Wel l , t hey ar e al l  

gone -  t hey mi gr at ed." "What  about  t he ot her s?" "Wel l , t hey ar e gone 

t oo." 

Ther e are st or es, - which agai n I  can't  pr ove, of  J apanese youths 

bei ng beat en up i n school s by Fi l i pi nos and Caucasi ans. The Sher i f f  

has t he dope on t hi s and I  t hi nk he mi l  t al k. There wore more st or i es 

of  bur ni ng J apanese farm equi pment , houses, sheds, t ur ni ng over  auto-

mobi l es and a l ot  of  school - boy st uf f , l i ke l et t i ng ai r  out  of  t i r es , 

whi ch i s uni mpor t ant . Tal ki ng to doctor s you r eal i ze t her e has been a 

sudden upsurge of  J apanese pat i ent s wi t h psychoneur osi s. Last  week t hey 

moved t hese 2000- odd J apanese i nt o t he Sal i nas Assembl y Cent er . 

I t  i s sai d of  F i l i pi nos, (by my of  background i nfor mat i on) t hat  

they can 50 over  a fence i n t he dark wi t h a kni f e between t hei r  t eet h, 
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and when t hey emerge t he kni f e wi l l  be wet . The gener al  f eel i ng 

al l  t hr ough t he county i s t hat  t he cont r aband di scover ed ms no secr et ; 

ever ybody expect ed i t ; many of  the J apanese wer e suspect ed al l  al ong. 

The pi ct ur e i s ent i r el y di f f er ent  on t he Mont er ey s i de. There 

t he J apanese wer e not  par t  of  t he agr i cul t ur al  schene, but  more 

def i ni t el y i n f i shi ng (sar di ne, some t una) wor ki ng wi t h I t al i ans , 

Por t uguese and some Yugosl avs. The J apanese wer e al ways ver y coopera-

t i ve i n t hei r  uni on deal i ngs; t he f i r st  t o pay t hei r  dues; t he f i r st  

t o cont r i but e t o t he Red Cr oss; al ways t he f i r st  to r egi st er  t o vot e. 

I n t hi s ar ea t hey sol d t hei r  pr oper t y and made good deal s . They never  

di d own many boat s; t hey owned f i ve or  s i x al t oget her . Those have been 

di sposed of . I n t hat  par t  of  t he county you get  an ent i r el y di f f er ent  

f eel i ng -  not  much i nt i mi dat i on nor  much ant agoni sm. Some peopl e wer e 

act ual l y sor r y t o see them go. %er eas , i n Sal i nas t hey ar e del i ght ed 

t o see them go. "Thank God we got  them out '' i s t he gener al l y expr essed 

consensus. 

You get  t he same pi ct ur e i n Wat sonvi l l e and a si mi l ar  pi ct ur e i n 

Sant a Cr uz, al t hough t hi s l at t er  ar ea has not  been checked as yet . The 

si t uat i on i s ver y def i ni t el y due t o t he pr esence of  F i l i pi nos . Sent i -

ment  expr essed agai nst  J apanese by Caucasi ans i n r el at i on t o number  of  

F i l i pi nos ar ound. Mont er ey has ver y few F i l i pi nos; Paci f i c Grove has 

ver y f ew F i l i pi nos . Vi hereas, i n Wat sonvi l l e and Chual ar  t her e ar e l ot s 

of  t hem. The F i l i pi no 's ant i pat hy f or  t he J apanese expr essed by 

whi t es. 

Bl aok Monday -  t he day t he Nat i onal  Guard boys (al l  from Sal i nas) 

wer e consi der ed t o be l ost , when news came t hr ough t hat  Bat aan had 
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f al l en t o t he i nvader . A l ar ge number  of  Sal i nas boys i n t he 

Phi l l i pi nes. Peopl e t el l  me t hey can't  under st and why t her e wer en't  

some l ynohi ngs t hat  ni ght . No ext r a pol i ce wer e put  on. Somehow, 

somethi ng st opped i t . 

The best  sour ce of  i nf or mat i on i s goi ng t o be t hi s : st ar t  out  wi t h 

a man by t he name of  Aust i n Anson, who i s secr et ar y of  t he Veget abl e 

Growers and Shi pper s1 Associ at i on, Nat i onal  Bank Bui l di ng, Sal i nas. 

Anson t ol d me t hi s on sever al  occasi ons: He has sat  i n hi s of f i ce 

wi t h l eader s of  t he F i l i pi nos and begged them t o out  i t  out . The 

F i l i pi nos f eel t  i f  our  count rymen ar e at  war  wi t h t he J apanese t her e, 

why not  us her e. "Can't  we go out  and shoot  a coupl e?", i s t he quest i on 

voi ced by more t han one F i l i pi no. He says t hat  he can suppl y us wi t h 

al l  t he dope we need, ei t her  t hr ough hi s own f i l es , or  t he memor i es or  

f i l es of  hi s member s. They ar e r eady t o t al k . I  asked him i f  he woul d 

be wi l l i ng to speak t o our  at t or neys. He sai d, "Hel l , yes". 

The si t uat i on i s somewhat  aggr avat ed because of  t he r at her  wi del y-

ci r cul at ed myth t hat  J apanese can grow more an acr e. I hi t e growers 

say i t  i s not  t r ue, and t he J apanese, I t al i an, Por t uguese and whi t es 

wi l l  grow t he same amount  wi t hi n 1/l Ot h of  1 per  cent . J apanese wi l l  

make more pr of i t , however , because t hei r  l i v i ng cost s ar o l ower . 

J apanese grow about  25 per  cent  of  t he l et t uoej  6,000 acr es out  of  

23,000. 

Quest i on« Wel l , i f  t he mai n basi sf or  t he di s l i ke of  t he J apanese 

by t he whi t e i s agr i cul t ur al  compet i t i on, t he di s l i ke of  t he J apanese 

shoul d be pr esent , not  onl y i n Sal i nas, but  i n ever y ot her  agr i cul t ur al  

seot i on. 

Si l ver man» You don't  f i nd t hi s , t hough, i n t r uck gar dens; you 
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you don't  f i nd i t  i n sugar  beet s; ver y few J apanese i n t hat ; t he 

compet i t i on i s not  i mpor t ant . You have t o consi der  t he crop and t he 

numer i cal  pr opor t i ons. 

Quest i oni  The si t uat i on i s due t o economi c compet i t i on t hen, 

r at her  t han t o pr esence of  F i l i pi nos? 

Si l ver man» No, I  don't  t hi nk so, I  don't  know why. I n par t i cu-

l ar  geogr aphi cal  ar eas you expect  t o f i nd t hat  ant i pat hy; you don't  

f i nd i t  i n San Kat eo Count y, f or  exampl e, wher e t he chi ef  commodi ty 

grown i s t he ar t i choke. I n I mper i al  Val l ey you do f i nd i t , however . 

Quest i on« I s t her e a concent r at i on of  F i l i pi nos t her e? 

Si l ver mani  No, I  don't  t hi nk so. F i l i pi nos st i ck cl ose t o 

r el at i vel y bi g c i t i es . They l i ke t o go i n and shoot  pool  of  a Sat ur day 

ni ght . 

Si l ver man: Thi s t ank corps busi ness and the l oss of  150 boys wi l l  

ver y def i ni t el y have t o be consi der ed as one of  t he r easons for  t he 

danger  of  vi ol ence down i n Sal i nas. Anson has two sons t hat  he t hi nks 

ar e i n Bat aan, You have t hat  on one s i de, aggr avat ed by t he cont r aband, 

aggr avat ed per haps t o a l i mi t ed ext ent  t o compet i t i on, and t he F i l i pi no 

si t uat i on. Ten year s ago i t  was t he F i l i pi no who was t hor oughl y hat ed 

by whi t es; now t he F i l i pi no i s a gr eat  guy. 

Mr . Bat es» I n 1935 Wel ch got  hi s bi l l  t hr ough f or  t r anspor t i ng 

t he F i l i pi nos back t o t he Phi l l i pi nes . A l ar ge number  of  them went  

and t her e was qui t e a f l ur r y around Sal i nas on t hi s t hi ng. I  am t ol d 

t hat  at  one t i me peopl e were t el l i ng t he F i l i pi nos» "I f  you ever  get  

back to t he Phi l l i pi nes, you wi l l  never  get  back t o t hi s count r y". 

Si l ver man» The peopl e i n Pasadena and Ar cadi a ar e now bl ami ng t he 

J apanese f or  cl osi ng Santa Ani t a. Mont er ey County l et t uce, beet s ar e 

goi ng t o have about  a 3 t o 4,000- man shor t age of  l abor . The 
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J apanese ar e goi ng to be bl amed for  t hat , t oo, I  don't  know how 

t hey wi l l  r at i onal i ze t hat  out , but  t hey 'l l  do i t , They - want  Kexi oans. 

Quest i on: "- .as t hi s di s l i ke of  J apanese evi dent  bef or e war ? 

Si l ver man: f t ot  much. You wi l l  pr obabl y f i nd i t  i n qui t e a f ew 

i sol at ed cases out  on f ar ms. I n c i t i es , par t i cul ar l y i n I 'ont er ey, whi ch 

gi ves an exoel l ent  compar i son (Mont er ey has 90 per  cent  of  t he i nt el l i -

gence i n t he count y) peopl e have al mys been ver y f r ee wi t h t he J apanese; 

t hey got  al ong per f ect l y; never  been i n t r oubl e. They s t i l l  f eel  t hat  

i t  i s j ust  one of  t hose t hi ngs, "Sor r y, boys, i t ' s got  t o be done; 

i t ' s bet t er  f or  al l  of  us, n i s t he pr eval ent  f eel i ng. Thi s woul dn't  

happen i n Sal i nas or  "Wat sonvi l l e. 

Mr . Bat es: Of  Sal i nas I  t hi nk i t  shoul d be sai d i t  i s t ypi cal  of  

a consi der abl e number  of  cour t i es t hat  you wi l l  f i nd i n Cal i f or ni a, and 

sever al  ot her s i n t he f ar  west . Sal i nas i s t r adi t i onal l y, hi st or i cal l y 

a cow t own. Vast  ar ea of  t he Sal i nas Val l ey was hel d i n l ar ge r anches, 

and Sal i nas i t sel f  was a smal l  t own as cow towns ar e. A t ough town -  wel l , 

i n t he sense t hat  cow t o ws ar e t ough -  a l ot  of  t he hi l ar i t y was sor t  

of  i nof f ensi ve, a l i t t l e shoot i ng now and t hen. Then came t he devel opment  

of  i r r i gat i on of  a ver y smal l  por t i on of  t he v/hol e val l ey. An ext r emel y 

hi gh r at e per  acr e was yi el ded. As a r esul t : concent r at i on of  l abor  i n 

smal l  ar ea i n Sal i nas and I 'i at sonvi l l e, "both of  whi ch became ver y heavi l y 

popul at ed. Sal i nas i n t he t went i es more t han doubl ed i n popul at i on, 

A new el ement  was i nt r oduced at  t he t i me of  t he l et t uce st r i ke. A group 

of  peopl e who r epr esent ed l ar ge i nt er est s were br ought  i n from t he out -

si de whose onl y i nt er est  was i n maki ng money and get t i ng out . The San 

Fr anci sco Chr oni cl e sent  a man down t her e at  t hat  t i me and he was chased 

out . A r epor t er  got  beat en up and or der ed out  of  t own. I n 1936 t he 
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si t uat i on became acut e enough t o war rant  t he use of  t ear  bombs, and the 

vi gi l ant es were cal l ed out . 

Si l ver man: The Fi l i pi nos ar e t aki ng care of  t he "Oki e'' probl em. 

Sal i nas was one of  the f i r st  pl aces to bui l d agr i cul t ur al  camps. Fi l i pi nos 

work t hr ee or  four  weeks and t hen r et i r e to camps. The people i n Sal i nas 

di d f i nd out  t hi s : the Assembl y Center  i s no answer  to t he probl em. 

They want  them out  and qui ck. When asked, ""What  do you mean by qui ck?", 

t he r epl y was "Ri ght  now". "We ar e wor r i ed as l ong as t her e i s a si ngl e 

J ap i n t he count y", " ĥat  do you mean by r i ght  now?" "Wi thout  any 

del ay", "Say si x weeks?" The r epl y was i nvar i abl y a f er vent , "Oh, Godi " 

Late Thursday af t er noon (aL though I  am not  sure of  t hi s) was t he. 

l ast  day of  t he evacuat i on and every J apanese i n t he county was supposed 

t o be evaouat ed. A f ew have been gi ven temporary stays t o f i ni sh up 

i mpor tant  busi ness. One man was di sposi ng of  hi s farmj  t he pur oh&ser  

was coming down from San Fr anci sco but  had been del ayed si x hours af t er  

t he deadl i ne. Those i n aut hor i t y wer e i ncl i ned t o be l eni ent  and sai d, 

"Sur e, gi ve him si x hours mor e." The r eact i on of  Sal i nas r esi dent s was 

t hat  t hey f i gur ed t hey were bei ng doubl e- cr ossed. 

Fi ve J apanese were i n the county hospi t al  wi t h t uber cul osi s and 

t hey were pr et t y si ck. I  t al ked t o t he county physi ci an dur i ng t hei r  

removal  and asked hi m, "What  ar e you doi ng? '' "We ar e moving them out  

of  hospi t al j  we have t o or  we woul d have t r oubl e on our  hands." "To 

the Assembl y Cent er ?" "Yes ." 

Quest i on: Are there hospi t al  f ac i l i t i es i n assembl y center s? 

Si l ver man: Onl y by t i t l e. 

Si l ver man: There ar e two bad spots down t her e: Sal i nas di dn*t  

bot her  doi ng a good j ob on t he f l oor  boar ds. The wi nd when I  was 
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t her e » s t er r i f i c , and i t *s goi ng t o be worse t hi s summer  wi t h t he 

dust . 

Quest i on: Do t he f ol ks i n Sal i nas seem t o have any f eel i ng at  

al l  t hat  t hei r  boys on Bataan wi l l  be mal t r eat ed? 

Si l ver man: The concept  of  r epr i sal s i s , of  cour se, pr esent  i n 

t hei r  mi nds. They ar e not  t hi nki ng more t han 24 hours behi nd, i nst ead 

of  ahead. They ar e wonder i ng what 's happened t o t he boys al r eady. 

Mr . Tozi er : I n other  wor ds, t hey f i gur e t he J apanese have al r eady 

abused our  boys and we have got  t o get  back at  t he J apanese here? 

Si l ver man: Pr i soner s of  war  i n Toki o have been mal t r eat ed. 

Mr . Tozi er : I  have been t hr ough t he St at e Department  papers on 

t hat  -  si t uat i on i s a l i t t l e murky. 

Mr . Bat es: The peopl e who went  to Sal i nas wer e from Santa Cruz 

and Mont er ey count i es? 

Si l ver man: Yes. 

Mr . Bat es: How l ong had t he assembl y center  been compl eted? 

Si l ver man: I t  st i l l  i sn't  oompl eted. 

Mr . Bat es: Down i n Fresno George Dean br ought  back t he story t he 

town was madder  t han hel l . Carpenter s made f l 20 a week worki ng doubl e 

t i me. Then assembl y center  was compl eted and stood t her e si x weeks 

wi thout  anybody i n i t . 

Si l ver man: Sal i nas f eel s t hei r  rodeo grounds ar e t hei r  pr i de and 

j oy (si t uat ed al ong t he hi ghway on t he out ski r t s of  t own). Workers and 

carpenter s ar r i ved and began to t ear  up t he t ur f . "Whi l e on the other  

si de of  t he road were 80 acr es of  open past ur e l and whi ch coul d have been 
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used. "IShy wr eck publ i cl y- owned l and?% - was t he gener al  f eel i ng voi ced. 

They can't  get  over  t hat . 

Const r uct i on st ar t ed at  Sal i nas on Mar ch 30 and was suf f i c i ent l y 

compl eted on Apr i l  27. The f i r s t  ones went  i n, I  t hi nk, on t he 27t h. 

The shower  rooms t her e (const r uct ed on t he basi s f or  Amer i can 

sol di er  encampments) wer e over - head showers wi t h f aucet s to t he shower  

head. These wer e compl et el y out  of  r eaoh. I  coul dn't  r each t he dar n 

t hi ngs. The J apanese ar e al l  pr et t y shor t  and t hey coul dn*t  r each t hem. 

F i nal l y one was put  i n (t her e ar e per haps 50 shower  heads i n each bui l di ng) 

and put  an ext ensi on on i t , al t hough I  have not  checked t hi s t hor oughl y 

as yet . They have al l  been usi ng t hat . I t ' s t he onl y one t hey can 

r each. Then t her e was t he l i t t l e i t m. of  negl ect i ng t o put  on "Hot " and 

"Col d" on t he f aucet s. Dar ned i nconveni ent . 

The l at r i ne si t uat i on i s unbel i evabl y f i l t hy . At  Sant a Ani t a at  

l east  t her e was por cel ai n pl umbi ng. These ar e wooden cess- pool s, di r t y, 

poor l y- vent i l at ed, dar k. "Typhoi d spec i al s ." 

Quest i on» ?.Tiat  about  doct or s and nur ses? 

Si l ver man: Good set - up t her e. 

Si l ver man« The J apanese ar e even more r el i eved t o be t her e than 

at  Santa Ani t a. The f i r st  groups amounted t o about  one hundr ed or  t wo. 

We r eal l y saw t he busi ness. I t  was t he best  exampl e of  a W.C.C.A. 

cont r ol  cent er  I  have seen yet . 


