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Repor t #1 Si er ra Madr e,  Cal i f orni a 
May 6,  1942 

Rowdi es at danoes i n Sant a Ani t a 
"""""Apri l  27,  George brought home the news that Bobbi e sai d t hat gi r l s were 

ref usi ng t o at tend dances at the centers because the boys were act i ng too rowdy« 
On May 1 I  asked Bobby about i t  and she sai d t hat she had heard i t  f rom some 
f r i ends,  she di dn' t know whom.  On May 3 Rose Shoda was at the gate at Santa 
Ani t a and Yaye got a chance t o speak t o her .  She i s sai d t o have remarked that 
the soci al s weren' t so bad because t hey were f or coupl es onl y.  They had pol i ce 
stat i oned at ent ranoes to keep out ot her s.  Thi s was conf i rmed by the Santa Ani t a 
Pacemaker ,  whi ch stated« ". �. Terpsi ohoreans wi l l  f rol i c i n f ront of  the Grand-
at and.  Whi l e admi ssi on t o the dance f l oor wi l l  be to coupl es onl y,  parents are 
i nvi t ed to enj oy the f est i vi t i es.  Hi ,  nei ghbor11" ( Vol .  I ,  No.  4,  May 1,  1942. ) 

Rowdy act i vi t y at Santa Ani t a 
Thi s I  heard f rom a Pasadena f el l ow as I  hoed weeds i n a ber ry pat ch on May 1« 

He sai d t hat he went t o Santa Ani t a to see some f r i ends,  and that i t  was ment i oned 
that a gi r l  l ef t  a show al one and f i ve boys pounoed upon her .  

Prej udi ce agai nst Rowdi es 
I  don' t l i ke to use the word Rowdy,  but i t  crops up so of t en as a prej udi ce 

among "respectabl e" peopl e t hat I  oan' t hel p empl oyi ng i t .  Some Pasadena ki ds 
came around t o the f arm i n Monrovi a on a hopped- up car .  Bobby asked us i f  we 
l i ked t hem,  and I  asked why she di dn' t .  She sai d t hat t hey were too "nonki , " 
( easy- goi ng) ,  but act ual l y I  t hi nk she bel i eves t hat t hey are good f or not hi ng.  
(May 4. )  Ki ngo al so t hi nks t hat the Pasadena,  ki ds "are most l y no good. " He bel i eves 
t hat most Ni sei s go around i n gan. ; s.  (May 1. )  Toni ght we were di scussi ng whether 
we shoul d go to Pomona wi t h the Monrovi a and val l ey group or st ay wi t h t he 
Si er ra Madre and Pasadena peopl e.  Ki ngo want ed t o st i ck wi t h the Si er ra Madre 
peopl e and i nsi sted t hat he woul d merel y t ol erate the Pasadena ki ds.  

Prej udi ce agai nst J ews 
I ' m surpr i sed at the amount of  prej udi ce exi st i ng among some J apanese agai nst 

J ews,  I  bel i eve t hat thi s i s qui te general .  My brother and Pete both seemed to 
agree t hat i t  was most l y t he J ews who succeeded i n br i ngi ng about the evaouat i on 
of  the J apanese.  They have poi nted t o the J ews who took over most of  the market 
i n L,  A.  and many of  the ret ai l  produce st ores.  They seemed to thi nk t hat 
Hakuj i ns woul dn' t be qui te t hat bad,  Duke,  a whol esal e produce merchant ,  al so 
ment i oned t he J ews as the source of  much of  the pl i ght of  the J apanese at present .  
He even sai d t hat Roosevel t i s real l y a J ew and t hat hi s name was or i gi nal l y 
Rosenf el t .  

Food at Santa A i t a 
On May 1 I  was at the gate at Santa Ani t a.  I  coul d see the par t y t hat I  

wanted to because she had j ust entered the camp and she di dn' t have t i me enough 
t o get a per mi t .  But I  met another gi r l  I  knew who tol d me br i ef l y about the 
condi t i on i nsi de.  She sai d at the outset t hat al l  t hey tal ked about i nsi de was 
about f ood.  She sai d t hat t hey di dn' t get J apanese f ood ver y of t en.  She sai d 
t hat she had had okoko j ust once.  She al so sai d t hat the sauce t hey made di dn' t 
f i t  thei r t ast e.  At the begi nni ng t hey had to eat canned f i sh whi ch was open f or 
three days,  and everybody had tommai ne poi son.  I t  was t er r i bl e,  she sai d.  

Yaye quoted Rose as sayi ng that al l  she had to compl ai n about was the f ood 
and that she want ed to stay there permanent l y.  (May 1. )  
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Someone at home remarked that they' re probabl y starvi ng the peopl e so t hat 
t hey coul d make money at the cant een,  sel l i ng mi l k and thi ngs« 

Fr i sco gi r l s at Santa Ani t a 
Bobby sai d somet i me l ast week that the Fr i sco gi r l s were al ways dressed up,  

whi l e the l ocal  gi r l s wore sl acks dur i ng the week and dressed up onl y f or Sunday.  
She sai d t hat t hey "pr i mp up, " 

On the day that Yaye went to see someone at Santa Ani t a,  (May 1) ,  she sai d 
t hat the Fr i sco gi r l s were real l y "f ast , " and hi nted that they went i n f or i l l i ci t  
sexual  af f ai r s,  I  coul dn' t pi n her down as t o where she had heard t hi s.  

J apanese government support i n J ava f or I ssei s 
On May 3 I  had occasi on to speak to three di f f erent I ssei s,  and they al l  

ment i oned that af ter the war there mi ght be a good chance f or them i n J ava.  One 
of  them hi nted that the government mi ght f urni sh the l and the capi tal  f or them 
to become set t l ed.  He al so expl ai ned that there had been a broadcast f rom J apan 
that the J apanese government had assured the f i rst - renerat i ons that al l  woul d be 
wel l  f or them i f  onl y t hey kept thei r body and soul  t oget her .  

Evacuat i on f or Pasadena and Monrovi a 
Last week Bobbi e brought home the news that an of f i ci al  of  the WCCA at 

Pasadena had tol d someone el se t hat thi s area woul d be evacuated to Pomona,  meani ng 
the val l ey.  George M.  brought home the news that the boundary was Santa Ani ta Rd.  
Today the evacuat i on orders cane cut .  Monrovi a i s goi ng to Pomona,  whi l e Si erra 
Madre and Pasadena are to be evacuat ed,  but there has been no not i ce as t o th© 
l ooat i on of  the assembl y center» 
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Repor t #2 Tul are Assembl y Center 
May 18,  1942 

Svacuat i on 

We regi stered f or evacuat i on at Pasadena.  The Si er ra Madre group went 
dom there ear l y i n the morni ng and w»r« about the f i r st ones i n l i ne.  The i whol e 
group deci ded to l eave together on t he f ol l owi ng Thursday,  rather than Tuesday 
or Wednesday.  They tol d us t hat we were dest i ned f or Pomona,  and the of f i ci al  
i n charge seemed to be qui te conf i dent about i t .  We were gl ad because we 
had some rel at i ons (Pete and Tomoye and Pete' s f ami l y) who were goi ng t o 
Pomona because they l i ved i n Monrovi a.  But the same morni ng about ni ne or ten 
the order was changed,  and we were tol d that we were to go to Tul ar e.  Everyone 
i n the f ami l y was dej ect ed.  On top of  t hat ,  George recei ved a l et ter f rom a 
f r i end al ready i n Tul are sayi ng t hat i t  was a "dump, � and that the f ood came 
f rom cans.  

George and I  worked t i l l  t he day bef ore actual  evacuat i on at Pete' s 
f arm.  There was much doubt i n the mi nd of  Mr .  Mi maki ,  Pete' s f at her ,  whet her 
the Hakuj i n t hat t ook over hi s f arm and a f ew ot hers,  a hundred acres i n al l ,  
woul d be abl e to carry on the work proper l y.  We agreed that t he Mexi cans woul d 
be abl e to take i t  much easi er now.  

George and I  came home ear l y i n the af t ernoon to hel p cl ean up our 
yar d.  When we were through the pl ace l ooked as cl ean as i t  never di d probabl y 
i n the 17 years t hat the f ami l y l i ved i n Si erra Madr e.  Even on the morni ng 
of  the evacuat i on Mr s.  T.  was worki ng away,  t ryi ng to l eave the house i n spi ck 
and span order .  I t  i s a cur i ous habi t of  J apanese to l eave thi ngs i n order 
and cl eanl i ness,  even when t hey don' t have to and t hey know t hey may never 
come back agai n.  

On the day bef ore evacuat i on George,  Ruby and I  went to a show and 
enj oyed oursel ves,  al t hough we di dn' t see any other J apanese i n the t heat er .  

Par t of  our baggage we sent to l oad on a van that had been rented by 
the Si er ra Madre group and the rest was l oaded on bef ore f i ve,  we took 
everythi ng that we wanted t o,  except for two card tabl es whi ch were thrown out 
because they were "househol d goods. " 

We awoke at three i n t he morni ng to prepare f or evacuat i on.  Caucasi an 
nei ghbors had of f ered us breakf ast ,  l unches,  and t ransportat i on down to the 
st at i on,  but thi s was al l  ar ranged f or us by members of  the Fr i ends Servi ce 
Commi t t ee,  a f ami l y of  vftiom we knew.  They came af t er us i n t he morni ng and 
served us breakf ast i n thei r home.  Then they took us doi » to the stat i on and 
saw us of f .  Several  churches i n Pasadena had got t en t oget her and were servi ng 
a breakf ast of  r ol l s,  cof f ee,  mi l k,  and oranges.  

We were f eel i ng f i ne because there wer e peopl e t o see us of f .  Others 
seemed bored.  There was ver y l i t t l e cryi ng goi ng on.  There were some Negroes 
seei ng of f  

some of  thei r nei ghbors.  As the t rai n pul l ed out several  of  us 
were wavi ng to peopl e on the waysi de.  Most of  t hem were gl ad to wave back at 
us.  Onl y one l ady screwed up her f ace and thumbed her nose at us.  

Bancroft Library
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We took the Sante Fe l i ne,  went out t o Barst ow,  and then swi t ched back 
to Bakersf i el d.  For l unch we were served box l unches contai ni ng a j am sandwi ch,  
ham sandwi ch,  cake,  and appl e,  and al so mi l k.  A f ew card games were started 
on the t rai n and there were some vi si t i ng back and f or t h,  but on the whol e 
thi ngs were qui et» 

I t  was not t i l l  8*30 P. M.  t hat we ar r i ved i n Tul are.  The t rai n stopped 
i n f ront of  t he f ai r grounds,  and we l i ned up and wal ked a l i t t l e ways to the 
bar racks.  There were sol di ers wi th r i f l es and t ommy guns and a f ew cur i ous 
Caucasi ans,  si l ent l y l ooki ng on.  Ruby,  May and Yaye di dn' t approve because i t  
gave the i mpressi on t hat we were bei ng herded i nto a concent rat i on camp.  

I t  seemed as though t he whol e camp was out t o wel come us« There was 
no shout i ng except f or one or t wo i ndi vi dual s who had f ound f r i ends.  Sl owl y 
we f i l ed down the r oad,  as cur i ous i nmates of  the camp kept star i ng at us.  I  
j oked and sai d that thi s i s the way a cel ebr i t y must f eel  when paradi ng down 
the st reet .  

As we were the l ast group to come i n to Tul are f rom Pasadena,  the 
set - up to wel come and get us set t l ed seemed to work qui te smoot hl y.  There were 
seven of  us,  and we were assi gned to a room f or ei ght .  There were grasses 
growi ng up through the asphal t f l oor .  We were gi ven a bl anket ,  met al  CCC cot s,  
and st raw mat t resses.  Our baggage was t ransported f rom the t rai n on t rucks,  
and t hey were unl oaded by J apanese boys and i dent i f i ed by t he var i ous 
owner s.  These were opened and i nspected by i nspect ors,  most l y Caucasi ans.  
They asked whether we had f l ashl i ght s,  cameras,  or any sharp t ool .  We t r i ed 
to carry our baggage out to the room at the f ar t hest end of  the campground on 
wheel bar rows,  but af ter an i ni t i al  t r i al  we deci ded to l et the t rucks take 
i t  out there f or us.  I t  was one at ni ght bef ore we were abl e t o have our 
baggage t ranspor t ed.  

The Fi r st Day 

The f i rst morni ng we dwaddl ed i n bed,  but got up i n t i me f or breakf ast .  
They had grapef rui t ,  boi l ed eggs,  col d meat ,  t oast ,  j am,  but t er ,  cof f ee,  and 
mi l k.  

Fi r st Compl ai nt 

Mr s.  T.  brought i n the f i r st compl ai nt .  She sai d t hat the t oi l et was 
i mpossi bl e.  There was no par t i t i ons and the seats were not al ways cl ean.  I t  
was bui l t  t oo hi gh and l arge f or J apanese,  whi ch i ncreased the di f f i cul t y of  
keepi ng the seats cl ean.  

Fi xi ng up Our Room 

We spent the morni ng f i xi ng up our r oom.  We put up shel ves and 
arranged our thi ngs on t hem.  We made cl osets and hung our cl othes i n t hem.  
Curtai ns were put up.  By the second day our room was cl eaned and arranged 
enough to l ook qui t e l i vabl e.  
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Hai r cut 

We had brought al ong a cl i pper ,  and we had Ruby cut our hai r f or us.  
I t  real l y di dn' t l ook so bad.  As yet there are no barbers,  cl eaners,  or 
beauty par l or s.  

Showers 

The showers f or the boys were good enough,  but the gi r l s compl ai ned 
that there weren' t enough pr i vacy.  Some of  them di d not use the shov/ers f or 
a day or t wo,  ef rai d of  the l ack of  pr i vacy.  

Di nner 

For di nner there were st ew,  homi ny,  col e sl aw,  and canned f rui t s.  As 
I  went too l at e,  I  mi ssed out on the stew and was served col d meat i nst ead.  

Peace 

I n the eveni ng Geo. ,  Ruby,  and I  wal ked around the camp.  I t  was cool  
and pl easant .  We came upon t wo games of  vol l eybal l  bei ng pl ayed i n an open 
space.  Al l  around there were young peopl e j ust st andi ng or sprawl ed on the 
dry grass.  I n spi te of  the game i n progress there seemed to be hardl y any 
movement i n the ai r .  I  f el t  as though I  had gone on a vacat i on i n J apan to an 
unevent f ul  resor t .  I  thought t hat probabl y these peopl e had never f el t  so 
unrest rai ned and rel axed bef or e.  Outsi de they had al ways been f ace to f ace 
wi th raci al  di scr i mi nat i on or keepi ng up of  pretenses and pet ty bar r i er s.  
Here al l  of  that had been wi ped out al most compl et el y.  Most of  the peopl e 
here were f rom rural  di st r i ct s � Senta Mar i a,  Santa Barbara,  Vent ura Count y,  
Gardena- Compton � and there seemed to be a mi ni mum of  actual l y ant i - soci al  
yout hs.  

Rowdi sm 

I  have heard f rom a f el l ow worki ng i n the of f i ce t hat so f ar there has 
been onl y several  cases of  goods bei ng st ol en.  I n one case three gi r l s t r i ed 
to cl i mb over the part i t i on bet ween the rooms.  Four boys al so were caught 
t ryi ng to cl i mb i nto a room occupi ed by gi r l s.  They were reported by a man 
who was sl eepi ng behi nd a cur t ai n.  My i nf ormant says that the pol i ce are now 
drawi ng up regul at i ons to take care of  cr i mi nal  of f enses through the l ocal  
pol i ce department» On May 16 three col ored bul bs were reported mi ssi ng f rom 
the recreat i on room where the weekend dance was to be hel d.  There were threats 
t hat there woul d be no dance unl ess they were ret urned,  but t hey never turned 
up.  They had the dance j ust the same.  Gne other i nci dent broke out Sat urday.  
There was a vol l eybal l  game,  and an Oxnard ki d t r i ed to shove a Santa Mar i a 
f el l ow of f  the Oxnard t eam.  There was some argument ,  i t  seems,  and thi s was 
cont i nued at the dance when t he two groups met .  I  thi nk the whol e thi ng was 
set t l ed wi t hout any actual  bl ows.  

Weather 

The weather i s as warm as we had expect ed.  I n the morni ng i t  i s cool .  

B«nm)ft library 
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but about ten or el even i t  star t s to get hot .  I n the eveni ng i t  i s cool  agai n.  
We have been taki ng naps i n the af t ernoon when i t  i s the hot t est .  They say t hat 
i t  gets much hot t er than thi s at the peak of  the summer weat her .  

Sal tpeter i n Food 

One f el l ow tol d us t hat t hey put sal tpeter i n f ood and dr i nks t hat 
are served i n the mess hal l s.  Thi s i s done i n order to rel i eve the st rai n 
between the sexes,  he sai d.  I t  i s done i n the Ar my and i n the CCC camps.  I  
had never heard of  thi s bef ore.  

Di nner 

Roast por t k,  mashed pot at o,  cor n,  appl esauce.  I t  was good but not 
suf f i ci ent ,  so I  went to another mess hal l  and at e agai n.  They wi l l  gi ve you 
second hel pi ngs i f  you asked f or i t» 

Dance 

On Saturday ni ght we at tended a dance f or the f i r st t i me.  There was 
onl y one dance,  but i t  was announced t hat f rom next week t hey woul d t ry to 
put on two on the same ni ght to accommodate mor e peopl e.  The recreat i on hal l  
was j ust another bar rack wi th wood f l oors.  The cracks between the f l oor 
board was of ten l arge enough to catch our shoes,  but on the whol e i t  di d not 
bother the danci ng much.  Musi c was f urni shed by a record pl ayer and two 
radi os used as l oud speakers.  The room was f i l l ed wi t h peopl e of  ages 
rangi ng between 15 and 30,  i ncl udi ng even mar r i ed peopl e.  Most of  t hem were 
dressed pl ai nl y,  and some even sl oppi l y.  There was pract i cal l y no appearance 
of  havi ng dressed up f or a soci al  f unct i on.  Ruby,  Yaye,  Geo. ,  and I  danced 
among oursel ves most l y and enj oyed oursel ves wel l  enough.  ( I t  woul d be 
i nterest i ng to compare t hi s wi th Santa Ani t a,  where peopl e f rom the urban 
di st r i ct s have gat hered.  Here there i s no si gn of  havi ng to rest r i ct the 
dances to coupl es onl y. )  

Church 

Both Chr i st i an and Buddhi st servi ces were announced f or Sunday.  Ruby,  
George,  and Yaye and I  wanted to go to bot h,  but because of  the conf l i ct i n t i me 
we went onl y to the Buddhi st servi ce.  The Chr i st i ans f rom Pasadena had 
al ready organi zed thei r choi r of  about 75 peopl e,  and an outsi de Caucasi an 
mi ni st er was sl ated to speak.  The Buddhi st s f rom Guadal upe reorgani zed thei r 
choi r ,  but coul d get t ogether onl y about 25.  There was onl y one Buddhi st 
pr i est her e.  The f eel i ng of  compet i t i on bet ween the two rel i gi ous groups i s 
evi dent al r eady.  The Buddhi st s,  however ,  do not seem to be so enthusi ast i c 
about thei r cause,  whi l e the Chr i st i ans met on the bl eacher s,  the Buddhi st s 
hel d thei r meet i ng i n a recreat i on hal l .  The rout i ne of  songs and readi ngs and 
sermon was f ol l owed.  Rev.  I mamura spoke on the darker aspect of  rel i gi on,  the 
unhappi ness and mi sery f aced by human bei ngs.  He said t hat i t  was necessary 
to understand thi s darker si de i n order to appreci ate the br i ghter si de of " 
sal vat i on.  The el ders are havi ng a servi ce of  thei r own on Tuesday ni ght s.  
The Chr i st i ans had bot h on Sunday,  the el ders havi ng thei rs af ter the young 
peopl e had f i ni shed wi th t hei r s.  
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Sunday Di nner 

Swi ss st eak,  stewed t omat o,  mashed pot at o,  bread,  j am,  cocoa,  puddi ng,  
canned peaches.  I t  was real l y very good.  

Cl eani ng Assi gnment 

A gi r l  came around to assi gn each barrack to cl ean the t oi l et ,  shower 
r oom,  and l aundry r oom.  The gi r l s i n our room have to do i t  on the 29t h.  Onl y 
one gi r l  f rom each room i s requi red to do i t  once every three weeks.  

Toi l et Troubl e 

There are st i l l  compl ai nts of  the t oi l et condi t i on.  For one t hi ng,  
the f aci l i t i es are much too hi gh f or young ki ds.  Even the l adi es compl ai n 
t hat i t  was not made f or J apanese.  I ' ve seen one l i t t l e boy brought i n by hi s 
f ather because he wasn' t tal l  enough to ur i nat e.  The f act t hat the f l ushi ng 
system i s i nadequate and makes the pl ace at t ract i ve t o f l i es and causes an 
awf ul  smel l  make the t oi l et st i l l  open to compl ai nt s.  The f i r st shock of  
usi ng such f aci l i t i es seems to be over .  The gi r l s are st i l l  grumbl i ng that 
there ought to be part i t i ons put i n.  

Canteen and Store 

At t he cant een t hey sel l  onl y i ce cr eam,  soda wat er ,  and t obacco.  
Scr i ps must now be used,  and these are purchased at $2. 50 per book.  

Necessary thi ngs are bei ng ordered through the mai l  f rom Sears and 
Mont gomery War ds.  I  understand that the post of f i ce does not accept anythi ng 
el se but p. o.  money- orders.  They have asked that no art i cl es be bought c. o. d.  

Gardens 

Most of  the rooms have been wel l - t i di ed up wi th cur t ai ns.  Li t t l e 
gardens on t he south si de of  t he barracks have al ready been begun.  George made 
our vegetabl e garden thi s morni ng.  Mr s.  T.  cut some of  the weed around the 
barrack and made a door mat out of  t hem.  

I'ork 

The work i nsi de of  the camp seems to be wel l  organi zed.  I n the mai n 
of f i ce there are Caucasi ans at the head of  var i ous uni t s,  but the actual  work 
i s done whol l y by J apanese.  Most of  the posi t i ons were f i l l ed by persons who 
ar r i ved here ear l y.  Some of  those who came wi th us are worki ng i n the mess hal l .  
There are cal l s yet f or pol i cemen.  Otherwi se there seems to be a l ong wai t i ng 
l i st of  peopl e t ryi ng to get i nto some sort of  at t ract i ve wor k.  I  have as yet 
not appl i ed f or any work because I  have been kept busy wi th my st udy,  but I  
mi ght si gn up f or a teachi ng posi t i on i f  i t  does not take up too much t i me.  

Government 
A temporary Tul are Center Counci l ,  a sel f - appoi nted body,  i s handl i ng the 

government now.  There shoul d be an el ect i on soon to el ect representat i ves f rom 
var i ous uni t s to work out the probl ems that come up.  

Tul are News 
We have recei ved the thi rd i ssue of  the Tul are Center organ,  the Tul are 

News.  I t ' s not anywhere near l y as good as the Santa Ani t a Pacemaker .  The paper 
i s of  poorer grade,  and the page make- up and general  pr i nt i ng I s not as good.  
There i s yet no paper out i n J apanese.  
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May 24,  1942 

Descr i pt i on of  the Tul are Assembl y Cent er 

Dur i ng the f i r st week the general  set - up here i n the assembl y center 
was rather vague t o t he observer .  Si nce I  came i n wi t hout much preconcei ved 
pl ans,  except t o keep a record of  what ever was soci al l y si gni f i cant ,  my work 
so f ar has been rat her sket chy.  My second repor t i s a good test i mony of  t hat .  
At thi s t i me I  shal l  t ry to ol ar i f y the mor e obvi ous aspect of  t he Cent er .  

I dent i f i cat i on 

Thi s i s an assembl y cent er .  I n The War Rel ocat i on ' Work Corps,  a 
ci rcul ar put out by the War Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y,  an assembl y center i s def i ned 
as f ol l ows j  "A conveni ent gather i ng poi nt ,  wi t hi n the mi l i t ary ar ea,  where 
evacuees l i ve t emporar i l y whi l e awai t i ng the oppor tuni t y f or order l y,  pl anned 
movement t o a Rel ocat i on Center outsi de of  the mi l i t ary area. " 

Locat i on 

Tul are Assembl y Center i s si tuated on t he edge of  the ci t y of  Tul are,  
Cal i f orni a,  on a f ormer f ai rground.  Located i n Ki ngs Count y i n San J oaqui n 
Val l ey,  the cl i mate dur i ng the summer i s hot .  I n the mi ddl e of  t he day the 
heat has hovered cl ose to 100 degr ees,  but i t  i e repor ted to become as hot as 
110.  

Faci l i t i es 

The f aci l i t i es of  the Center wel l  f i l l  t he 60 acres of  the f ai rground.  
Most of  the space i s taken up by 171 bar racks.  Most of  t hem are newl y- bui l t  
end are 24 by 100 f eet .  They are par t i t i oned i nto f i ve rooms of  varyi ng si zes,  
hol di ng f rom f our to ni ne persons.  The f l oors are of  wood,  concret e,  or 
asphal t ,  dependi ng on t he bar r ack.  The stabl es t hat were on the f ai rgrounds 
were converted i nt o l i vi ng bar racks.  They do not di f f er great l y f rom the new 
bar racks,  exoept t hat t hey are wi der ,  maki ng same of  t he rooms l onger and 
consequent l y darker .  

There are 21 shower rooms.  The wat er i s regul ated so t hat hot and 
ool d wat er comes out al t ernat el y.  But when many peopl e use the showers,  there 
i s no hot wat er at al l ,  and when ver y f ew use t han,  i t  i s too hot ,  A f ootbath 
has recent l y been i nstal l ed i n each shower r oom.  

There are 11 messhal l o,  wi t h seat i ng capaci t i es f or 180 persons.  

There are 30 l at r i nes.  The const ruct i on of  those f or the woman i s 
the same as those f or t he man.  Thi s f act can probabl y be accounted f or by 
possi bl e pl ans to use these f aci l i t i es f or Ar my purposes,  si nce evaouees are 
to be quartered here onl y t emporar i l y.  There are ei ght seats i n the l at r i nes,  
f our on each si de.  By a cent ral  f l ushi ng syst em,  vmt er i s run down the 
cent ral  t rough per i odi cal l y f rom one end.  Thi s i s not ent i rel y sat i sf actory 
as i t  washes down onl y t he center of  t he t rough and does not catch al l  of  t he 
mater i al  t hat accumul ates hi gher up on the edge.  Par t of  t hi s accumul at i on i s 
caused by the f act t hat the occupant does not si t  back f ar enough.  Thi s i n 
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t um i s mad© di f f i cul t  because the seats are bui l t  too hi gh and too f ar back 
f or J apanese i n general .  For women and chi l dren thi s i nconveni ence i s 
accentuated.  There i s a ur i nary t rough i n each l at r i ne.  Si nce i t  i s t oo 
hi gh f or chi l dren,  stool s have beon i nstal l ed at one end f or use by youngsters.  
There are no part i t i ons between the ei ght seats i n the l at r i ne.  I n the women' s 
l at r i nes,  however ,  the evacuees themsel ves have put i n part i t i ons f or at l east 
one of  the seat s,  and curtai ns hung up i n t he passageway to af f ord the pr i vacy 
desi red.  

There are three hospi t al  barracks and f i ve l aundry rooms.  

A pl ayground of  about t en acres has been acqui red next to t he f ai r-
ground,  and wi l l  be made avai l abl e soon.  

Popul at i on 

The popul at i on of  Tul are Assembl y Center i s composed of  f i rst and 
second generat i on J apanese f rom several  rural  di st r i ct s.  Between Arpi l  27 
and 30,  1, 232 came f rom Santa Mar i a Val l ey,  and 1, 186 f rom the Santa Barbara-
Ventura areas.  Between May 1 and 9,  1, 097 peopl e arr i ved f rom the Gardena-
Compton areas.  The l atest arr i val s were f rom the Pasadena- San Gabr i el  areas 
between May 12 and 14,  whi ch numbered 1, 318.  (Tul are Hews,  May 16,  1942. ) 

The of f i ci al  popul at i on i s 4, 836.  There are about 500 more mal es than 
f emal es.  For every al i en J apanese,  there are 2. 3 oi t i sens.  

Educat i on and Occupat i on 

Al t hough no data have been compi l ed,  as f ar a3 the ci t i sens are concerned,  
there does not seem to be a very great percentage of  col l ege graduat es.  The 
l argest number are probabl y hi gh school  graduates.  

Si nce most of  the evacuees were f rom rural  di st r i ct s,  i t  i s reasonabl e 
to suppose that the maj or i t y of  them are ei ther f armers,  f arm worker s,  or 
housewi ves and students.  

Degree of  Amér i cani sat i on 

The evacuees i n Tul are Assembl y Center are probabl y more conservat i ve 
than those i n Mansanar or Santa Ani t a.  Most of  the evacuees seem to speak 
J apanese qui te f l uent l y.  One does not f i nd any l arge degree of  at t empt at 
seemi ng Amer i can.  So f ar I  have seen no f l ag- wavi ng,  and I  have heard l i t t l e 
emphasi s of  the pract i ce of  demooraoy i nsi de of  the Center .  Danci ng,  wei ght -
l i f t i ng,  boxi ng and other Amer i can recreat i ons are carr i ed on,  but at the 
seme t i me j udo i s bei ng pract i sed every ni ght by a f ew peopl e.  There i s a 
def i ni te l ack of  concent rated i nterest i n swi ng musi c,  as on© f i nds among young 
Ni sei s i n urban di st r i ct s,  one al so hears J apanese popul ar musi c.  Whi l e the 
Pasadena area has been al most overwhel mi ngl y Chr i st i an,  the other rural  areas 
have had a l arge number of  Buddhi st s.  
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Organi gat i on 

The WCCA i s st i l l  i n oont rol  of  t hi s Assembl y Cent er .  Many of  the 
men i n the head posi t i ons are sai d t o be WPA men,  i n ot her wor ds,  ci vi l i ans.  
The order s,  however ,  come f rom the Ar my of f i oe i n Sen Franci sco,  maki ng i t  
possi bl e f or a f r i ot i on between the ci vi l i an heads her e and the Ar my 
aut hor i t i es.  

The Manager ,  t he t op man her e,  i s Mr .  N.  Aanonsen.  Bel ow hi m are the 
var i ous sect i onsi  Suppl y,  Works Mai nt enance,  Fi re Prot ect i on,  Pol i ce Dept . ,  
Lodgi ng and Mess Di vi si on,  Fi nance and Reoor ds,  Servi ce,  Heal t h,  Educat i on,  
Recreat i on,  et c.  Al l  of  the i mportant head posi t i ons are f i l l ed by Caucasi ans,  
al t hough some of  the l esser depar tments and assi st ant shi ps are i n charge of  
evacuees.  The workers are al l  evacuees.  

Yi ork i s organi sed on a 4 hour week basi s.  Unski l l ed workers are pai d 
$8) ski l l ed wor ker s,  $12;  and prof essi onal  wor ker s,  $18 a mont h.  Those who 
arr i ved f i r st have f i l l ed most of  t he desi rabl e posi t i ons.  I t  seems t hat i t  
i s the oommon pract i ce t o get f r i ends i nto j obs.  

Leadershi p 
been 

The l eadershi p among the evaouees has/ t aken up al most whol l y by J ACL 
l eaders and other l eadi ng oi t i sens i n t he f ormer J apanese communi t i es.  A 
t emporary Counci l  has been sel f - appoi nt ed,  wi t h the consent of  Mr .  Aanonsen,  
to car r y on the work of  organi si ng the evacuees.  Two representat i ves have been 
sel ected f rom each sect i on,  and there does not seem to have been ver y much 
ef f or t made to l i st en to t he choi ce of  the popul at i on as a "whol e.  On the other 
hand,  t here seems to be l i t t l e obj ect i on to the present set - up.  I t  i s of  
i nterest to not e t hat t he head of  the Counci l  i s Ken Ut sunomi ya,  f ormer 
Nat i onal  Execut i ve Secret ary of  t he J ACL,  and worki ng f or t he Mi nami  Produce,  
a l arge J apanese f armer ,  and t hat t he r est of  the oounoi l men are f ormer J ACL 
presi dent s or act i ve member s,  and that others were connected wi t h i nf l uent i al  
J apanese f i rms.  Thi s wi l l  be cl ar i f i ed more t horoughl y l ater on.  The Counci l  
i s now sai d t o be worki ng on an el ect i on to al l ow the peopl e to sel ect thei r 
own representat i ve f rom eaoh seot i on.  

Mi scel l aneous Repor t s 

Typhoi d Shot s 

Oa the 18th we took our f i r st t yphoi d shot .  The next day al l  of  us 
were i n bed,  f eel i ng mi serabl e.  But we were al l  r i ght af ter a day.  vhen we 
took the second shot a f ew days l ater I  di dn' t f eel  so bad and was up and 
around,  but the rest of  the f ami l y stayed i n bed f or a day.  Ruby and Yaye 
are now af rai d to t ake the thi rd one.  

Soci al  "Wel fare Di vi si on 

I  went t o the Sooi al  Wel f are Di vi si on f or some i nf ormat i on,  and I  
was asked to come around to hel p.  I  was gl ad to do t hi s,  even though I  was 
not bei ng pai d,  because i t  gave me a chance to obtai n i nf ormat i on.  Mr .  Mi ur a,  
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the head,  a f ormer i nsurance sal esman,  encouraged me to make studi es of  the camp 
si t uat i on.  I  hel ped hi m gather stat i st i cs on the age,  sex,  and oi t i senshi p 
di st r i but i on of  the evacuees,  and started a survey of  the oooupat i onal  di s-
t r i but i on.  Di f f erent ki nds of  compl ai nt s are bei ng handl ed i n t he Wel f are 
Of f i ce.  Peopl e who want to t ransf er t o another assembl y cent er ,  t hose who 
want thei r barracks ohanged,  t hose who want thei r automobi l es sol d,  those wi t h 
f ami l y t roubl e,  ment al  oases,  al l  br i ng thei r compl ai nt s to t he wel f are of f i ce.  

Col l ect i on Pl ate 

Last Sunday the Protestant s passed around a col l ect i on pl ate and were 
reported to have col l ected $62.  The probl em of  whet her to al l ow thi s pract i oe 
or not was on f i l e at the wel f are Of f i ce,  and seems to have caused some con-
t roversy.  Par t of  t he admi ni st rat i on of f i ce seemed to be agai nst i t  on the 
ground t hat i t  was "oash t ransact i on, " whi ch was f orbi dden i n the camp.  On 
the ot her hand,  f ree- wi l l  of f er i ngs were al l owed,  and Mr .  St ump,  the head of  
the Servi oe Dept . ,  t hought t hat t he Rel i gi ous Dept .  shoul d deci de whet her t o 
al l ow col l ect i on pl ates or not .  Rev.  Taj i ma i nsi sted t hat f unds were necessary 
to car ry on ohuroh act i vi t i es and i s sai d to have i nsi sted that of f er i ngs wer e 
an essent i al  par t of  the wor shi p.  Mr .  Mi ura was agai nst i t  on the ground that 
the ohuroh had been t i ed up wi t h Capi t al i sm too ol osel y.  At a meet i ng of  the 
rel i gi ous commi t tee on t he 23r d,  however ,  t he Chr i st i an representat i ve stated 
t hat the Chr i st i an group had deci ded not t o take up a col l ect i on anymore.  

E * 8 Case 

I n one f ami l y the f ather was a rel i gi ous f anat i c end coul dn' t get 
al ong wi th hi s chi l dren.  One of  hi s sons even regi stered separatel y to come 
her e to be abl e t o l i ve away f rom hi s f ami l y.  The son was ci ted by Rev.  T.  as 
a possi bl e ment al  case,  as havi ng "ohanged. " But on i nvest i gat i on the bl ame 
was pl aced on the f at her ,  and he was moved t o a bachel or ' s quar t er .  

Bot t l eneck i n Get t i ng Medi oal  Suppl i es 

There seems to be a bot t l eneck i n get t i ng suppl i es f or the hospi t al ,  
as wel l  as f or other purposes.  There' s a l ack of  neoessary suppl i es i n t he 
hospi t al  now,  i n spi te of  the f act t hat t he camp i s now 3 weeks ol d.  The 
Tul are News of f i ce has reoei ved no suppl i es yet .  The wel f are Of f i oe,  t oo,  
has been goi ng t o the admi ni st rat i on of f i oe f or what suppl i es t hey needed and 
coul d get .  Someone ment i oned that t here mi ght be a f r i ct i on between the 
Army and the ci vi l i an el ements i n the \YCCA set up.  

Men i n Women' s Toi l et s 

There has been report s t hat a man was seen goi ng i nto t he women' s 
t oi l et at ni ght ,  and not oomi ng out .  The pol i ce are sai d to have warned women 
not to go i nto the l at r i ne al one at ni ght .  

Athl ete' s Foot i n Shower 

Cases of  athl ete' s f oot have been repor t ed.  George has i t  now.  
Footbaths have been i nstal l ed i n the shower rooms now,  al t hough May report s 
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t hat she has seen none of  the women use i t .  

Of f i oe Suppl i es f rom Looal  Store 

Si noe the suppl i es ordered f or the Wel f are Of f i oe di d not seem to be 
f or t hcomi ng,  some necessary suppl i es were bought by one of  t he staf f  member s.  
The Pol i ce Chi ef  went out on a bi oyol e to get t hem.  A ream of  poor typi ng paper 
was tagged at f l . 25.  The pl ace where the ol d t ag mi ght have been torn of f  
coul d be seem.  A thousand sheets of  yel l ow oopy paper was pr i ced at $1. 50.  
A pack of  mi meograph stenci l s oost hi m $3. 50.  

Maki ng 7,'ooden Sandal s 

Made mysel f  a wooden sandal  ( geta) wi t h a pi ece of  two by f our whi oh 
I  eneaked fi rom l ef t - over l umber f rom a const ruct i on wor k.  Lumber i s so scarce 
�that you can onl y get hol d of  i t  wi t h di f f i cul t y,  even whan i t  i s a smal l  pe 
pi ece.  Many of  the others have al ready made geta f or t hemsel ves.  They are 
conveni ent i n goi ng t o and f rom the sho. /er r oom.  

Faci l i t i es f or Church Groups 

A meet i ng of  the ohuroh groups,  the Rel i gi ous Commi t t ee,  and Mr .  Stump 
of  t he Servi ce Di vi si on was hel d Sat urday.  I t  was agreed upon t hat oi l  churoh 
groups woul d use any f aci l i t y cooperat i vel y.  The desi rabi l i t y of  a chapel  
where benches and a pi ano woul d be avai l abl e was di scussed,  si nce there were 
pl ans f or an open- ai r amphi theater where servi ces coul d be hel d and recreat i on 
f aci l i t i es were l i mi t ed,  i t  was deci ded f or the present t hat no barrack woul d 
be set asi de f or a chapel .  But recreat i on hal l s and school rooms were to be 
made avai l abl e to the churoh groups.  

Churoh Groups 

The Chr i st i ans seen to be wel l  organi sed,  and have begun many 
act i  dt i es.  Besi de thei r Sunday school  act i vi t i es,  servi ce f or el ders,  and 
f or young peopl e,  they have arranged f or ot her seai - reoreat i onal  groups.  

The Buddhi st s have been hampered by l ack of  mi ni st ers and out si de 
hel p,  and f aci l i t i es.  They have onl y one mi ni st er her e,  and hardl y any 
equi pment at al l .  A greater obst aol e,  however ,  seems to be the rel uctance of  
f ormer Buddhi st l eaders t o take up the cause f or Buddhi sm ent husi ast i cal l y.  
So f ar there i s onl y one Ni sei  who i s at t empt i ng to organi se the Buddhi st s,  
al though many are wi l l i ng to at tend the servi ces.  


