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SPECIAL MEETING OF COMWUNITY CUUNCIL

Wolter and “rown prwsent - only twe1lve members showed up. Yamamoto
in Miyake's and Fuklshima's abwence presiding,

Imasaki introoudd Bodine, Fiqqd Director of Nation Japanese Amer iocan
Student Relocation councii.

Bodine apologized for calling a specia) session., Esflained thet the
Student Council had been set up at the time of evecuati-n, its pnmpose be ing
to 1ét the nisei finish their educstion, He felt they had done a good job
bythe kids. Thers had been 3,000 in school 2t the time of re location and
now 2,500 were in schools - in § 46 states, in 440 sohools., The first 500
Who went out received a B plus average grade, Liflilan Ota at Wellesley :
had competed for five fellowships after greduation - and hadone a1l five,.
They renged from 500 to 2,000 dollars. Four nisci heve places on the
studént government of their shhools. There has been no incident of
descr iminat ion,

Originally the west coast educators had enlisted the support of
friends in the east. It took about 25 letters to place a student in a
sochool. They anticipate even more now because boys will wish to get some
taste of ¢ ducation before they are drefted. They oean then say their
education wes interrupted by the draft, About half of the boys are only
seventeen,

He asked for questions. Iwasaki asked that he exclain how the students
apply for a scholarship. (Iwasaki is not @ councilman, but former head of
the red cross commission and present member of the Judicial Commission.)

Bodine explained that the student fills out a questionmaire. On the
besis of this questionnarie the Council corresponds with the student, He is
asked to take the matter up with his family to sé¢ how much they would be
able to throw into the pot. "We agkt he boy or girl to sit down with his
family and try to decide how much gy of the family resources belong to him
or hére Then we look around for jobs, We try to get the kids themselves to

shereé in the proces: of earning money. We then furnish whatever is lacking,
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Usua 11y the student gets about 200 dollara & year,

Dr. Teakahashi: asks about professional schools.

. mBodine: The medienl schools are @ tough not to orack, It is not deserimination

against the nisei but because so few cigilian students are accepted,
Washington U, has only 4 pleces for oivilian students and these area 11
filled by nisei. So, eprointments depend on/ how many openions there are
for citilians.

Tekehashi: Whet percentage of the professional schools are controlled by the army?

Bodime: I don't know but many ere. Cornell takes no civilisns at all,

Takehashi: Are there any schools that cater to civilians entirely?

Bodine: Ffome do, but they are usually not first rate schools.

Takahashi: What about the negro sechools?

Bodine: One of the negro schools is taken ever by the army, but some are very glad
to heve nisei,

Iwasaki: Asks that Bodine sey & few words about the nurses,

Bodine: First, when wey tried to place nurses we hed e great deal of trouble, Thos
hospitals that took nisei were not well knows or they werc & few enlishtened
schools, Now the ploture is changed, In November the flood gates were
opened. The nisei had done a swell job, Now they are very gdad to have
them, We have pleced over 200 girls in hospitalsover the country. Most of
them are in the Cadet Nurses Treining Corps.

(No other mastions.) (Meeting turned over khé& to Wolter)

I'd 1ike to meke a stetement sbout Mr. Bodine's talk, It's imoortant that
you get it back to the people.
(He then reed the teletype from Myer on the selective serviee, I shall
enclose & ocopy in my notes es soon as I get it.)

Before reading the teletype Wolter read e letter sent to the Topaz
Council and the Spanish COniul Gr oup? these in whiech tle Spanish Consul
steted that the Japanese oitizen is not compelled to $bdbkbiiddig serve or

angwer any call, If an Amerioan oitizen does not desire to serve the ocounmntry,
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he is not under any obligation to do this., He will then be considered

disloyal and sent te Japen.

“"rhat imformetion is not correct," said Wolter. "The statement not
under eny obligation. The correct stetement fromthe teletype says he
is under obligation to do so."

(1etter read &8 by Wolter snd transliated by Nishimura, pentence by
sentence.) When the section mentioning punishments wes resched, Nishimura
suggested that they skip to parts ¢ and d so that the penalties might be
known. This wes done.)

Wolter: "In granadas snd other cebters defhak@ikbiyepbdt & darge number of persons
refused to report after bhépiddtéiibd®sbel receiving induction notices.
We have had two such cases at Gila. Tt states in this teletppe that no
request for expetriation mede prior to January 20 must be regarded as an
effort to evade military servioce,

“There are two other points about which there have been many rumors.
(1) is thet the wife and children of any men in the armed service will
reoce ive the full denpendency allowance. (2) is that secondary dependents
wr¢ considered also by & lew as enyp other person, by @ gspecial board, The
special oombat unit was first reouested by 8 certain representative
Jepanese group. The general feeling that it is not wanteéd is not known
by the army. A petition here is perfectly in order.

™re have had some indicetion of people who have been urcing people
not to report for induotion. I don't thinkit's very serious. They dhould
know they're dealing with the Federal government, rot WRA.

Tsufimote : (Nisei) Have the opsned any other braneb of the service?l

Wolter: There is no information. I suggest that e if a group in the community feels
that thede is a just grievence, they should follow the recommendetion of the

. first paragraphe

"The spplicetion for the dependenocy allowence must be made by the men,

Nishimure: What about the wife and children?

Wolter: If he mekes an spplication he gets full dependency whether beks in the




Hankey - notes -J1/44

center or not.

Tkemoto: When it oomes to the parents, what will it be based on?

. Wolter: I don't Enow,

Takehashi: If I hed & father and mother and had been giving them 30 dollars a month
during the last year, and had Coop receipts to pppve it, would that be
sutometicelly oonsidered?

Wolter: Yes, as part of the spplicetion,

Sasedh
Nisei: If you ere inducted and in the meantime obtain a job, are you deferred}

Wolter: I wouldn't know how to answer that,

Nisei: Are you reolassified 1A regerdless of the job at which you're working?

Wolter: If you reloceteand get a job on & ferm, it would be up to your selective
service board,

Tsufimoto: Say you were working in Californis and are drafted here. Would that
give you a right to get the employer to teke you bsck after tle war?

Wolter: I cen'tanswer that.

"Myer is very spprehensive about the actions in the centers. It is
hurting the entire evaowse populstion, Fpr more than a yeer we have been
talking of the loyalty of this group. ,Now with this upsurge of refussls -
it remains ® big question as to whether Genéral De Witt was fight., We
are very anxious to keep River's record clesr. Whenever I think of Poston
I fedl 1ike getting up and crowing about Rivers,"

(Council asks for copies of Myer's teletype end asks thst it be
translated into Japenese with a1l possible speed,)

Conversation with Brown

After the Meeda essault Keadle had larga‘Postars preépared to put up
in the mess steting thet no prepared or uncocked food was to be taken from
. the messes. In Canmal this matter was brought up before the Couneil, In

Brown's words, they said,"Balls." It it very diffioult for meny aged people
sinoe it would be a grest hardship for them to get permission from Keadle,

which is whet is required.  Wolter took the notice and is taking it up
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With Keadle. Wolter told the Cenal Council that they were the guardians
of the people and if &kkf 8 nd ice came around they should instruct the
. mess not to put it up if it is hermful to the people. They should take it

up with Keadie first,

Brown thought this was a dangerous policy for Wolter,

TREA I, OF “200T-SUITERS"

This trial of the boys who mede a distnmbance at the Valantine Day
danoe aroused oonsiderable interest. About 150 speotators were present,
three-fourths of the nisei, Mrs. Hart attended with me. Before the trial

she passed on a bit of gossip: that a young evaouée girl had told her that

the steady boy friend of Ann Wright (Mrs. Wolter's sister), an evacuee boy,

was a bad boy and he went with Ann because no evacuee girl would have him,
This o8l 1ed to my mind the remarks Alioe Kikuohi hed maede of the Sanderson
Girl, how the Japanese girls hated her and how }jealous they became if
a Caucasian girl kept company with a Japanese, Iater in the course of this
trial, Ann was referred to unmistakably end needlessly by Graves and dﬁé of t
the Japanese members of Internal Seocurity.

The arraignment of Bh&aRiEAMEA Maeda (egz assault) was set for
Fridey the 3., [

Two of the zoot boys were to be tried this afternnon but the first
trial took so long that the second was put off til)l Friday.

George Kagawa was sooused of attempting to strike Mr. Nichol and
resisting arrest, (Nichol called to the stand, Graves soted as prosscutor)

Nichol: The Valéentine dance wes a dance for couples only. Kagawa was on the

outside and made a statement to myself, "Shit on those uniforms, they don't
meéan anything.," I attempted to arrest him. He started to fight with me and
with the help of friends broke away and went home. There Wwere 25 or 30
boys in the gang, commonly known as zoot suiters. (snickers in the audience)
At later questionning, I asked him if the gang wes trying to break up the
camp. Ha daid he knew it was a dance for couples only; he went to hear the

music. He said he was not making the remark to me, but to the other
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officers.
(Graves offered what was said to be Kawawa's statement as the

Prosecution's Exhibit &4, )

wanega: (defending attorney) I objeot to the evidencd on the ground that the

defendant has nok signed it.
Graves: We'll qualify anotheér witness.

Nichol: About 15 minutes before the trouble a Caucasian gir] came in with a zoote

guiter. When she camein with the evacuee the trouble started, Miki
Kewakami, the leader of the gang,, wanted to get in. That brought on
everything.

Twanaga: When he broke away did you te1l him he was under arrest?

Nichol; Yes.

Imanaga: Did you lay your hemd on him?

Nicdhol: Yes.

Imanaga: Did you shake him?

Nichol: No. (Someéone in crowd of nisei laughed here)

Twanaga: Was it dark?

Nichol: Reasonably dark, but a light was showing on them all.

Twanaga: Did you see the boys wearing zoot suits?

Nichol: The major ity of the geng had them on, One was in a zo00% suit. The rest of
them just hed pants on. (Iaughter)

Inapnaga: Did you meanhandle the defendent?

Nichol: No.

Twanaga: Did you try to follow him?

Nichol: No, T had more to handle’ (Admits he might have shaken boy in g9 1f =de fange,)

Iwanaga: What did you do?

Nichol: I held him by the sweeter., He tried to hit me but he didn't.

(Norman Takasugawa, Captain of Butte police ststion called by Prosscution,)
(Graves again offers statement, Iwanaga objeots, objection sustained since
witness is present.)

Takasugawa: When Kagewa ceme to the station he gave me his name end address. He
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is 8 member of the fence orew, It is the first time he has been in trouble.
Graves: Did you ask him if hemade the indecent insult?
Takesu: Yes, he sadd he didn't say it, towards Mr. Niohols.
BeasksrifBbE SFi0 a0 SR LbE] ofLRES SR ORISR LN RN RS SS L RE b A

Graves: What precipitated the r emark?

EhiiAERRR EY
Takasug: It camé after one of the fe1lows, Mich io Kawakami, tried to enter the

dance, Before 8 o(olook there were about eight or nine fellows standing
around the dance wearing drape pants. EKagawa was there., There were twenty
or thirty before the trouble started. Kagawa Wwas standing in the doorway
listening to the musie,

managa: (Mekes Takasugawa admit he was twelve feet fromthe defendent when
defendent was supposed to be making remark., && Takasugewa was not looking
at him. Couldn't say for sure defendent made remarks,)

Imanega® Did you strike anybody that nighte.

Takasug: Yes, Idid,

Tanaga: How && meny?

Tekasug: ™o fellows. (Takasugewa first denied he struck boy with flabhlight,

then B ter admits hit the second fellow with fiashlight,) (Graves, objects,

objection overrruled.)

Inanega: Are you permitted to do such things?

Takssug: In this instance, yes.

Graves: (Asks Takesugawa to te1l story in own words.)

Takasug: Niohol took Kegewa by the arm. He had hold of Gearoge and somé other
fellows got hehind him about two gsteps away. They were getting ready to hit

him from behind. Thet's when I hit him, I sew the defendent offerdng
resistenoe and trying to sttempt to btrike Mr. Nichole
(Prosecution calls Lietit. Ono, the grouch who arrested the driver of a

truck T was in some time 8g0.)

Ono: (Tells his story) There was e kind of gang around the door, bloocking it. So

Cpt. Takasugawa went over to ¢clear the doorway, They were making a lot of

noise. I sew Myr. Nichol dragging Miamoto. I tol& him I knew the boys.
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They were using profane langmage against the police foroce. (Was not sure

be could identify defendent)

. Twanage: (Gets Ono to admit thet the three officers were olose together. Still he

did not see¢ Takasugawa strike anyone. Admit's it was derk but he couldn't
recognize a man ten feet eway unless he were acguainted with him,)
(Prosecution calle officer Inashika)
Iwaghika: I saw the attempt to make the errest. Wverything was all right until one

fellow Brought a Caucssian girl to the dence. Then one féllow tried to ret

in., He was refused. That mede the whole bunch mad, One fellow used bad
language to Normen (Tekasugawa). Norman slapped him. The rest of the boys
¥e1led, "Take off your uniform." One boy struck Mr. Nichol from behind, It
was 8 wild soramble., I did not dee Kagawa attempt to strike Nichol and
es0ape,

Imanaga: You didn't sece Nichol arrest him?

. Twashika: It was dark, It was really dark, The light was dn the corner, I gueéss I

could sée peopde ten feet mway, But I can't remember from five feet away if
I oould recognize him,

GravesL The distance from the door to the corner was 30 or 40 geet. Thére is a
street light there,.

(Prosecution rasts..) (Kagawa oalled to stand,)

(Gives age as 19, Well, somebody @¢lsé was cussing at him. ZRepiaassjk
I said, "Just because he's wearing a uniform, he didn't have to get fresh.
(Tekasugawa) I didn't meke any other remark, Nichol did mot sy I was
under errest. He started shaking me. (Asked to show how, but reticent)
He did not say I'm under arrest. I tried to get eway. I had a bruise on my
legse. ;

wanaga: Didyou hit him?

. Kagawa: I didn't have a chance. It was pretty dark,

Graves: (Asks him if he wore drape pents.)

Kagawa: I had sguare pents on. (It appears that square pants are not drape pents.)
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Graves: (AsEs for explenation on pants.)

Kagawa :

Gravaes

Kagawa:

Kagawa:

Iwagakiz

They oall them drape or square., I don't have any drape pants. It's not a
gang. It's just the fellows I associate with all the fime,

Why did you ocuss the officer?
Everybody else was cussingk so I did too, I was just standing. He grabbed
me and worked me a1l up. My face waw in his stomach, He started shaking
me. I didn't know he was an offiocer., I didn't see his badge., When we
first got in there Mr. Niohol threstened us. (In the fnternal Seaurity
office). He said if we were outside he'1l beat our brains outl

Whet did you say?
I said I guess they would,
Did My, Niohol advise you that you did not need to meke & statement unless
you desired and that what you said could be used against you?
Noe

(Informs graves that the testimoney being mede by the defendent could be
used for impeachment,)

I sew Miamoto that night. He tried to stop Mr. Nichol. He tried to break
in between,

(Negashima called for defend - 18 years 0ld)

Nagashima: Normen struck me, I don't know why. He slapped me.

Iwanaga:

Pid you use bad language?

Napaghime; Nota t him, I shw &k& Nichol lay hands on the defendent. He grabbad him

Greves®

I did nd see him strike Niochol.

Are you a soot suiter?

Negashima : No,

Graves:

What's that you have on, drape pants?

Negashima: No. (States he waw Nichol plainly although it wes dark. Demonstrates

Graves:

how Nichol shook Kagaws ) Nichols back was toward me. He was going
like this. Just doing like thet (shakes) (States he has not seen

Imanage or Kagaws since the incident.)

Who asked you to be a witness?
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(wenage says he did not subpoena him,)
(Jimmy Yamaguohi - 17, oalled by defanse o)

Yameguchi: Thers were 20 or 25 boys trying to gét in, There was some abusive
language used to the officers. &smesetantss (Admits he made san
"unpleasant remark™ ) I didn't 1ike Mr. Nichol strong arm method., He used
violence. We were mad beceause they wouldn't let us in, Sayo gave
Niohio his ticket., Then they wouldn't let Miki in. Norman wouldn't 1et
him in. gSomebody behind Sayo cussed at Normen., Norman asked Sayo if he cuss ed
at him, Sayo said, I'1l bet you five dollars I didn't ouss. Norman 8s id,
I wouldn't take your filthy money,

Iramaga: fsks for exact words.)

Yemaguochi: I said, "Who the hell thet demn Nichol thinks he is."

Imasaki: You didn't see Mr. Nioho] arrest the defendentl

Yeamagushi: No..

Isanaga: Did you see Bioho lay hands on Kagawa?

Yamaguchi: I didn't see him,
(Yemeguchi 4alked freely and Graves asked the ocourt to instruet him that
he keeép his testimony to the questions asked,) Are you trying to interfere
with my rights of free speech, (He is advised.

(Graves states that he prefers to mke a recommendation after the
judges have made a decision,)

(Mrs. Hart and I stepred out of the overward courtroom. When we were
outside we saw Bennett dressing down a group of boys, asking them what they
were doing there and if they 5hou1d not be at work, When they came back to
take their seats, a member of the appo‘nted staff went about and took

everyopes name; I gather that the boys will be checkes to see if they were

cutting work. I heard several muffled derisive remarks such ag, ""'m tired

of my job anyway,"

DECISION OF JUDGES

After thouroug evaluation of all the eveidence we fins the defendent

guilty as oharged. In making that decision we concluded that the defendent
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used undue force with the aid of acoomplices to resist arrest.s A member
of the community must submit to arrest.

. Graves recommendation

We agree with the decision, We feelt hat an officer is
one of the most Akkkdsks 77 members of the community. We don't fedl a
small fine or probabtion will have a preventative effeot. We recomment
60 days in the Pdnal County jail in Florence,

Imanaga: The sentence is extrmee. The violation igself was not serious matter,
merely & disturbance of the peace and vulgar language. The defendant has no
record and is only 19 years old,

Graves: If the court please, the potential dangsr to this community is our main
object in presenting these osses. Our evidence shows this young man was a
member of this gang and when they go so far s to attack an officer I feel it

is serious,

Imanaga: I don't believe the evidence shows that there was any fo 0e used to
resist arrest.

TwasakI: That's immeterial at this time, We sentence you to 30 daysin the county
jail suspended pending your good behavior. You will be placed on
probebion 60 days and will report to I. S. once & week, In the event of
the commission of any offense you will serve the 30 immediately.

The oourt #ekes the ege, the mentally and the experience of the
defendent into consideration., Youth deserves correction not punishment,
with 8 veiw to becoming & good citizen in this great nation,

sk ok o s ke ok ok e o ok ok o ok ook ok ok o o ke o ok ok ok ok

Brown was quite incensed over the introduction of Ann Wright into the
case. He told Wolter about it. Wolter said, "Whet do you expect., This is
s small town, Iater that evening Brown told me that Graves was sore as

he 1l over the deoision. ‘

. Meeda Case Brown told me Terry and Nichol had gone to Florence this morning to see

the county prosecutor about having the case tried in Florence. The County

prosecutor seid, "If you people can't hendle the people in your center we'1l
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tear the WRA apart in f8. " He said he would ssk for 10 years., Terry
and Nichol don't want to sec the man get ten years so he wil) be tried in
Gile on two counts afd they will attempt to get him 6 months.

BRrown also told me that Dolan had had @ ite a run in with Bennett.
He had made some suggestions (perheps his gulf idea ) and ¥ebd Bennett had
blown up, slamming the table with his fist and asking that the relw ation
men keep t heir nose out of project affairs.

SpoRke at dinner to Boline. He is going to Tule 1ake, He stated that
the Student's council will relocate young peoplé to college from Tule if they

chose to go. It may be difficult but they'1ll do it. He said he felt he

was being sent chiefly 8o impress the staff at Tule with this fact and

was not over-enthusiastic about the task.
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Visit st Verlih Yamemoto's.

The draft:

Spent the evenddg at Verlin's to sospe up a few attitudes on the drafg
end on the arrivel of Br, Pedicord. Verlin knew very well why I hed come,
but expressed a definite opinion 4n eaoch point. During the course of the
long conversation we disoussed the place of the professional group to which
Ver1in, Mary, the Sugiyame)s and the FataYs belong. It wes interesting that
Daisy Yamemoto, a Japanese citizen had nog corception of the peripheral
place this gpoup occupied in cemp actibit¥es. Verlin, however, agreed
immeditate ly with me and tcok my sided On the several occagions when I

differed with the ultra-nisei Verlin he remarked, "Oh don't apologize;

I 1ike an honest freank issei who wpesks her mind,."

Verlin feels that the complaints of the nisei are just ones. Bescrimintgion
is obvious. However, the compleints do not ring true. This is because the
descrimination in selective service has exixted since the beginning of the
war and the nisei on the whole heve done nothing about it. A few brave

sould have spaken up, but the major ity did not a thing until the draft

was upon them. Then they squwk 1ike the diokens. This shows that they

are not nearly so concerned with the desorimination as with getting out of
the dreft. Verliny thinks that the low opinion whioh &Rk%& the people oukside
will hold of the Japenese-Americens for this reason, will be fundamentally

correct., T have hesrd no other evacueée express this opinion.

The arrivel of Pedicord: Verlin states that the doctork are not going to let themselves

be over=-infiuenced by rumors about Pedicord. They are determined to give
him & ohence. He thinks there are enough steady heads in the hoppital to
control the prejudice sgainst the dootor, even thoughy the janitors are
already telkinge bout stiiking. "And if they don't likehim, they certianly
can fiind meny weys to meke him miserable. Verlin hates to see Sleath leave
sincs everything is functioning so besutifully now, There are sufficient
young doctors at present to maintein the clinical atmosphere at the
hospital. If & "men 1ike MoSperran" comés in end if some of the young

doctors ¥ ave, as they plen, the hospital will soon agein degenerate to
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privete prectice. "That would be too bad,"
From Daisy lesrned that the nubher 4 wes oconsidered unluoky by the
Jepanwsw, Tt is also very bad luck to teke a picture with three or four

people in it. With three people in a picture the oentral person is sure to

die. The pumber 4 in Japenese is &b8 shi which also meens death,

Moreover, it is bad form to give a p&eeidE gift of a knife or a comb,

The knife is unluoky beceause it cuts things and may cut friendship and the
corb because it is used to part the hair and may part friends. Therefore if
8 knife is given to enyone, & pemny i8 offered in payment. When an issei gaw
e knife to Hrs. Yamemoto, she paid & penny for it.

Bor the first time heard thet Mrs. Kikdchi had hed an emergency operation
pesterdey for a perforeted ulcer. It was noticed bery early end therefore
was not nearly so dangerour, Iaker Mary Obate ceme in and said that Mrs.
Seto had told her Mrs. Kikuchi had pneumonia, Verlin edvised me to
tellk to her dootor, Sugiysme in the morning, to get a frank statement before
I wired Dr] Thomes. The children have already been notifdéd by Mary, althogh

there was some delay due to change of address,
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TALK WITH HIKIDA

. Re looat ion Team
Idn'tknow. I don't hesr so much. It ismore inddﬁfersnoc.l

Draft: Of course, I didn't meek very much contact with nisei, but I know they are
feeling among nisei that with this dreft coming to them, they're wonderine &M
whetheér it would be better to stey in the centers or get out and find jobs
in defense work, or, in case of fermers, find farmdng opportunities sc that
théy can go without being draefted. I can find that feeling among most of the
nisei. Theyre on the stege of undecided, trying to zet more definite
informetion slong the 1ina.2 There might be some who feel 1ike applying
for repatriation,

I heéard this remerk from one men in regerd to the reaé¢riocns in other
centers.He said, such demends, although it is justified, but, it's usesless
to meke such demends, because of the present attitufde of the American publicd

. towerd Japcanese and Jaranese being 8 minority group, Heé ssid even though
they meke such denemds, final ocutcome will be just about the same.

Public Anxiety over Housing Dying Down

From my judgement seems to mé that since the ennouncement of the
Jerome closing, which will be effective #¢ three months ahead, and alse
the announcement as to moving of evacuees to the KFHWEK/Y nesrest centers,
they think that moving in of ewmcuees to this centeér is more or less
uncertein and they're not very much excited sbout the housing situation.
With the announcement of Jerome olosing in June snd with the somewhat
ohenging set-up of houging division in Sooiel Welfare, I think housing itself
is (Housing section) is not taking very initietive, (HMikida means Housing
has npot been putting much pressure on the people /) in the last few weeks,)

This might heve coused the evacuees to settle more in thedr minds., Feople

1This is exactly the impression I have geined whenever I brought the subject @ p.

2Conroborated by remerks in last council meeting and by several nisei
questions to me,
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think, wel), Jerome going to be olosed in June, why should we worry?

2e

Mr. Hirose: Ther¢ seems to be somekind of fedling agdinst Mr. Hirose of housing.
. Perheps from the evacuees end from Mr. Tul:tllgl and Miss MoCarthy, I

think hé soesrés the people. He thinks he has full esuthotity on the

housing situation. He got into trouble with My, Satomi, Block Manager of

60, Hirose, I think he lives in 60 elso. He is councellor from that

block. They (H. and S) must have close contsct in conneotion with bloeck
polities, but 7 don't scem to get along very well. In my opinion, Mr.

Satomi is @ men who is more or léss outsroken, He is 2 men of strong
argument, Hirose is too. Trable sterted when Hirose when to the Block
Manager's méet ing and requesteéd each Block Manageér to prepare a plan whereby
the Housing situstion with in the blook cen b e adjusted with 260

population in e=ch blooks Mr. Hirose got @11 these recommendetions and plans
from e1]1 the block menagers exospt Mr. Satemi., That seemst o make Hirose
ratheér unpleasant, Mr. Nicholson from Pasadena, a good fried of Mr. Satomi,
cameé over and told Satomi that the moving in of evecuees to Dila does not
seem to be an immediate possibiity and he 2lso said that Mr, Wolter sdmittedd
that most evecuees from other centers would not come here before the

segregants move out, SO0 Mr. Setomi quoted Nicholson's statement at the

Block Menager's meeting and seid,"Why is the Housing Division so excited abok
this situation when even Mr. Wolter admits the evecuees wouldn't come in

untill 1,000 people move to Tule Iake?" The block managers at the meating

were surprised to know thet, They telephones to Mr. Wolter. Mr., Wolter said

he didn't say it. Anyhow, while Hirese was so angry about Setomi's
uncooperet ive attitude on the Housing situation, he was very much

antagonistic toward Mr. Satomi and he went so faer &s to say that re's not really

8 qualified as @ blook manager and should bé removed.

. L See notes for Februery 15, 1944 for esdditionel informetion. I can vouch
for the feet thet Tuttle &&&, Mary Obate, Amy Morooka, and Midori Satomi
oordially dislike Hisose, They mocuse him of frightening the people by
th11ing them, "I'm & counoilmen and if you don't do as I sey, I'1l send
you to Tule Iake s Otherpersons have repested the seameé story to me.
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Dr. Pedicord One interesting remark I heerd the other day.

One of the femilies

. I have known seversal years - they ere farmers and don't know much about

things in the oamp or outside. She ig 66 or 70, We began to telk about
Sleath being transferred. She gaid, "Well, becuase people in Gila is
ukuzhineghi (spiritless); they teke everything the authorities says
That's why they sent such e doctor to Gila "

I know thersis alot of feeling among the evacueed.

Zoot=Suit Triedd.

In regerd to the general attitude of the people attending the trisld I
didn‘t 1 ke the young fellows hanging around the windows, I made a sign for
them to go sway but they didn't end afeer in the other windows & lot of
young meéns camé. I think we'regoing to keep those fellows out. As far ag an
ooccesionel outbust of laurhy¥ing, they couddn't help it because the testimony
is so funny.

In thet trial (Msrch 1) the prosecution, Mr. Graves, prought up meny
unnecessary testimony by witnessés. Mr . Terry at the meeting yesterday mén=
tioned thet, Ono on the witness stend was unnecessary. They corroborated th
samé thing.

(Hikide said he did net notice the emphasis on Ann Wright.)

Ann Wright: She seems to be mixed up with a kind of Zoot group. That's the trouble,
Even the Japanese evacuses, if she goes sound Wi th a boy more respectable,
there would not be seo much feelinge But when T gee her with a young boy with
duck hair eto., I don't think it looks very good e

Today I might recommend that at least Kawaksmi, the leader, not to hang
eround any dance pertieés or anmy public perties. if he found near any publie
perties not invited, consider it as bresking the probat ion agreements We
feel 30 days suspendedis good. That meens 30 deys in jail if they bresk
agreemént .

The boy oherged with striking Niohol is going to be & very gerious o2sd,
I undeérstend he is 1iving with his step-father, His mother ig dead, His

fatle r would 1ike to have him sent to jail,
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Juvdnile
The fiy’fiﬁ( committee is supposed to look after boys of that kind,

(Eikida didnot know who heads Juviline committee) The attitude of ¥r, Wolter

toward thess boys was a 1little bit too ldnient, Mr. Wolter was guiding
the boys; they hunge round his office, That's where Ann got acquainted with
thepe

They boys are lucking this heppened st a dance hall in 43, If it
had happened in & blook dence it would be pretty bad because the issei
attitude toward this group is especially keen., The issei think a dancing
party in itse1lf is more or less indecent.

I'd 1ike to see more small group dencing with proper chaperonés, ohurch
groups on block basis. The young pecple coming to the dances would know each

other well end it is essier to get older people to act as chaperones,

COMPIETION QF TRIAL OF ZOOT SUITERS

In spiteof the check up mede at the last trial fully as many nised
attended this trial. All seton the left side of the aisle. Most of the
0lder nisei and issei set on the right. On two occasions I saw an issei
teke & se4t on the left side, sit & few minutes, look sround and then &&hk&
chenge to the right. So far as I could determine nome of the accused boys
parents weére in cowt. This was commented upon by Nishimure, the councilman,
who sat nest bo me. &k&hd

An older nisei, sitting behind me engaged meé in conversation on the
Meeda asgsault oase. He remerked that Maeds was queer. This was because he
had remeained a b&ds bachelor. He implied that a1l bache lors become queer,

Meeda was brought in an erraggned/ Heiesstahatged H on two ohargis,
He was first charged with a violation of Seotion three of the code of
Butte community - the violent attack on Jo¢ Nakede, When ssked to plead,
he hesitated for almost a minute end then under repeated questionning,
pleaded guilty, He was asked to tell his story.

In the morning of February - 21 days, Monday - they came to eat, After

thet Mrs. Nakeda asks me some rew eggs. T told her the oder from the office,
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I told her T could ora&k the eggs. I told her to go to the office for a
permit. She started to telk. Her husband, Hoe, came up to me, He sayd,
why osn't T let him have it? T told him to get out of the kitohen. He
took his meal ticket out. He broke the tioket in front of me, That
burned me out., He made & monkey out of me in fromt of the public. I
told him I'm gofing to hit him, He saidk "You go ahead and hit me," So
I hit hinm,
Iwasaki: How many times did you strike himg
Maeda: Hust onoce,
Graves: The proseoution does not agree with the defendeant's statements, After
Nekade's wife was unsuccessful in going for food for W¢y ailing peren Bn
her home, which I understand had been a praotiice in most of the mess
halls, My, Nakeda went to the mess and asked why his wife was not a 1lowed
to have two eggs to take to their apartment. Meeda becsme very angry and
advised Nakeda that he was running the mess hall and thst he had orders not b
let any food out. They asrgued. The victim tore up the meal ticket, Maeda
told Nekeda he would strike him if he didn't get out of the mess hall, Nskade
was standing against a table with his hands in hio poclets. He told Maeda
to goahead an hit him., MNseda broke his nose and csused a concussion which
kept Nakeda in the hospital for several days.
(Meede was now arraggned for violation of Seotion 2 of Butte code, that b
did unlawfully and willfully assault Nishioka with a butcher knife, Again
he hesitated for a long time before pleading guilty.)
Maeda: That morddpg J#¢ when I hit Joe, Joe went down. He (Nishioka) ocame in
back of me and hit me. That caused me med, I get a butoher knife and
chese him, I sit down and he sit down. He sayd"I got a right to stop
anybody." I said, “You got no right to hit me, Thet mekes me mad," He
. says, "That was my fault."
Iwmasaki: Why did you get a; butoher knifed

Maeda .

I losé my head because he hit me from the back. I'm willing to £ight from the
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front, man to man, I lost my temper.

Graves: The court will remember thet a few days after the ocommission of this

. offense, the defendent appeared here with & bdack &gk eye. How did he get

a bilack eye when he was kit from behind.? I egree with his statement
sbout his temper. Tt hes eaused many abuses of others. He grabbed a knife
and was trying to cut the officer. He aotually out his coat twice, barely
penetrating the skin, an offence for which he would be givén ten years in
the county penetentisry. Hds record indicates defindtely that he has been
a 88&kheaing troubl some faotor for some time. He was involved in trouble
in Turlook, Also in this community he has committed offenses which were not
reported to the police this this ocourance. The people in block 55 are
deathly afraid of him. He made the statement that he would kill two or three
of them if neccsssry. The defendent threw the buteher knife at My, Nishioka,
only his agility saved his life., I don't think our code allows sufficient
sentenee for this offense., The maximum pehalty is 90 days on each count,
It is my sincere recommendation thet he bs given 90 days on each count
or turned loose.

Imasaki: On the first count the court sentences you to 60 days in the county
jaile On the sscond count to 90 days in the ocounty jeil.t& These sentsncas
are to be served oonsecutively. The court has no other althernative that to
give you the meximum penalty for the seriousness of your offence,

(During the fifteen minutes while the judges were considering the

verdiot, tle spectators remarked th t Maeda was & basd egg. One said he
was helf Kanaka, He is en Hawaiian Nisei,)

Z00T SUITERS

Tatsuo Miamoto was aocused of striking Nichol and coming to the aid of
Kagawa who had been tried end found guilty Monday. Miamoto ®&& is
an unprepossesing looking young man, of tough, sulky and stupid appearance.

His attitude on the stand was surdy end inf8ifferent, in strong contrast to

G°°f89 Kewawa who had looked sick and ashemed,
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The prossoution omlled Mr. Nichol.
Nichol: Mismoto hed a zoot suit on. At first he was not loud or boisterous in
his menners, When I sttempted to arrest Kagawa the defendent struok me on

the back of the head., I hit him on th nose, He hit the ground and jumped up

and rean,

Twanaga (attorney for defence) Were there many boys around?

Nichol: Yese.

i
Imanaga: You didn t see the defendent strke you?

-

Nichol: No.
Twanega: There werec seversl boys back of you?

Nichol: No, he was the only one, The others were in the middle of the road, 15

feata way.
wanaga: This heppened at the entrance of the mess, did it mot?

Nichol: It was clear acress the street.

Imanaga: Mr. Kagawa , youself, and the defendent were the only three persons therel

Niochol: Yes.

Iwanaga: (Asks if Mismoto had signed the stotement)

Nichol: He did not sign it because a member of the Community Council told him

not toe

(Prosecukion calls Listte Ono)
Ono: (Seys he saw defendent attempt to hit Nichol,)

Twanaga: You did not see the defendent strike Mr. Nichol?

Ono: I knew he was going after Mr. Niohol, Anyway, I dn't know whether he dtruck

him. There was another two boys invodved. There were 2=3 closs to the

defendent. T saw two more boys swinging their erms, 1 saw gsome besides the

de fendent strike at Mr. Nichol.

Twanaga: Did you see the defendent strke Mr. Niehol?

.ono; He was going after him. I didn't see him strike.

Graves: Were the other boys close enough to hit Mr. Nichol?
Ono; Idon't know, two three tried to hit him,

(Prosecution rests)




Hankey notes - 3/3/44
8,

(Miamoto called) - he is 19.

Mismoto: I did not strike him. I did not attempt to strike him, I saw Mr., Nichol
grab George Kagawa, I jumped in snd tried to break it upe I ®uldn't standhb
tre size of him(Nishol)s There were about five boys 0lose to me. When he
questioned me he asked me if I wanted to finish last night's roundup.

Graves: Did you interfere with Mr. Niochol?
Mismoto: Yes. (Admits he made a statement,)
Graves: Did youy tell the truth on that statsment?
wanagas( @bjests and is overruled )

Mismoto: I guess no, (Statss he has been employed at he warehouse ; thoughy he was

6n1y'sduentaan when he came to came he did not go to sohool because he

had a good job (warehouse), (Ipughter)

Imanaga: (final remark to judges) 7T heve the impression that that evening Mr., Nichol
may heve been hit in the back of the head, but it is doubtful if this
défendent did it.

Gemvesl In answer to the defense oconsel, It. Ono testified definitely that the
defendent was following Nichol and was closest. Recommends & substantial
jail sentence - €0 days.

(Judges retire for 15 minutes = sentiment by issei and older nisei is

that the boy is pretty tough,his father can't oontrol him, something ought
to be done - not jail - but something severe,)

DECISION : Court finds you guilty es charged, It believes you struok Mr. Niohol,
No one should dtrike a police officer. To defy authority is serious but to
strike an officer is the beginning of lawlessness, We sentence you to 30
days in the ocountry jeil = all of whioh is suspended pending good behavior,
You will be on probation 90 days during which time you shall report to
the Internal Seourity Office once a week, If you failt o report or if you go
to any public gather ing uninvited during thet time you will serve the sentenm e,
The oourt believes the defendent is still in his early youth and deserves
proper guidance., The problem of youthful delinquency is & mommunity. The

oourt ean o@lly eid in its solution,
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(Issei sitting behind me informed me that the boys who had testified

Monday said they were 18 end 19 but they were really no more than 16.

. They wished to defend their friend and so did not wish to admit they

were so young, lest their destimony lose effect.)

Case of Michio Kawakami "Gang-leader"

Miochio is a handsome intelligent looking boy. Issei about me told me
thet Hn Hollpywod before evacuation he was a A student. Now he is the
recognized leader of the gang, There appears to be some trouble inhis
home situation also. At Santa Anita, these boys, first became acqua inted,
Nog they are also known as the Santa Anita gang,

Miohdo, and two boys named Nishiyame, N¢a nd Nagashima, who appeared
less intelligent end more immature than he were accused withd committ ing
a disorderly offenee by &&&& uttering loud, profane and boisterous langage
The two other boys p3aafedighstsy ohanged their plea to guilty. Graves .

. moved that sentenos be deferred till after the disposition of the codee
fendent's case, Takasugawa was celled.

Takasugawal, I saw the defendent at the dance, Miohdoy and eight or nine other
fellows were standing eround the door, They tried to follow the couples
into the hall, The follows would hold the fellow back so that they
could walk in with the girls., But after the @suocasian girl entsred the
dance hall Michio came to the dobor with a stub. I said he had no right to
the stub and I gave it to Shig Goto. Miohio used abusive language toward
me .

@raves: (Asks him to repeat language)

rnTakasug: He said, "fho the hell do you think you are?™ Imter in the evening he said,
"We aren't as good lookin as you are so we can't gets dates 1ike you can."
They also said, "We were run tnto this camp, but you ocan't run us around,"

. (Graves brdngs out fect that Miohio has been is oustody on three former

ocoagiona,)

(Moves oase be dismessed = no arrest. Mot ion denied,)
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(Miohio Kewakami takes stand) (Imanaga refuses to have him testifu after
. YSANiDAXGraves refuses his stipulation that his record be not gone into.)

Graves: (Asks for permission to go into defandent's record and charactsr; lawyer

objects; objeotion overruled,) I had hoped the defendent would take the

stand. On April 6, 1943 je stpje 8 #ff police bfoyole., When he was

apprehended he wag abusive and resentful. He refused to give him name,
He was not punished to any extent., He was given go-called guidanoel
promised rewards if only he would be a good boy,.

Iwanage:(Objects; Graves says it's & matter of record; Iwanaga says we are not
trying the man on his past record; objection overrruled.)

Graves: This offense I just advised you of was March 27, 1943, In May of 1945
two months latsr, he was brought before the Juveline Guddance fakhiiiahk
Counoil for raising a distrubance at e carnival. Again he was given
further guidence and oorreotion - no punishment, The third offense was

. Mey 22, He was apprehended for unlawful use of projsct equipment, A

panel kruck was stolen or he helped steal it, It was wreoked to the expense
of $625,00, (Whew! from spectators) For thet offenss he was only sentenced
to three days in jail and again guided,

Imanaga: (Again brings up fact that defendent has never been arrested; no results)

Garves: On QOctober 30, 1943, ¥he deflmndent was brought before me for throwing
garbage from & garbage truck into the street, He end the orew, threw
garbage throurh a &&8&h%& wi ndhsiled of an oncoming truock, It is my
belief that Michio Kawakami is the leading member of this gang of zoot-
suiters, that they run earound in & m ok, There is no record of when an
individual member of the gang hms attacked anyone of similar size and weight,
Ig¢ you're going to plece him bakk on our hands, which is quite a job, we'd
k&h& rather you dismiss this case.

.managa: I want to ssk the ocourt that this men be mot judged on his past record,

Iwasaki: The defenden't past record has no bearing on this case, but this is always

Laken into consideration especially when the defendent is & minor,

1 Yoria rrim T o 5 A an Conthe rnny whavee Aa 2ond Yndianes |
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(The sentiment about me wasthat the boy should get a jail senteans,)

'DECISION: We have taken into e neideration the defenden's failure to testify,

This is & matter uponwhioh the eourt is entitled to oomment., We sentencs
you to 15 days in the county §ail a1l of which is 81 speded on good behavior,
You will be on probation for 90 deys during which time you will (1) report
to the Internal Security office onoe & wesXand (2) will refrain from going
to any public gather ing uninvited,

(Gives notice of appeal,) (Brown remerked later that he did not think Graves
could eppeal a sentence - he could only appeal the verdict., I know nothing
about this,)

(Nishiyama and E&&h& Nagashime were now sentenced to 30 days susbended
under the same conditions of Kawakemi's sentence.)
leaving the courtroom I noticed Reverend Yamasaki talking to the gang.
I met Al Chamberlin. He told me he thought the boys were being codd led
and should have "been given the 1imit.," I disagreed. Inside tl® Administrati en
I met Lucile, Mr. Wolter's seoretary. She was very happy over the decision.
She said Miohio was such a2 nice boy,

THE NAKAMURA CASE

Iate in the morning = 11:30 I had met Brown in Mr. Wolter's office, He
seemad very upset and said he had been taking part in the stinkingest thing
he had had to to dince beoomeinz a member of WRA, He promised to tell me
all about it later. That evenipg he gave me his sccounts:

This is the most unplessant thing I've had to do since I'm on WRA.

The ohild's mother is dead, Since she is three she's been living with

her grandfather, Dr. Nakamura, who lives in Canal and is headed toward

Tulw 12ke, The family consists of Nekakura, his wife, and his two sons.

One son, is very dntelligent and hates the United States bittsrly. The child

is 11 years old now,

The son-in-law, Hashimoto, has been trying to get the girl, He is said by
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the Nakamuras to be no good, Nekamure is going to Tule Iake almost
immed iately., The administration wants to get them out vefore the draft,
They think he's dangerous. He's very bitter,

The father, Hashimoto, was here in October. Terry told him he had legal
right of custody. There was no oourt order to keep the child from him.

A few days ago when they decided to segregate Nakamura, the question
camé up about the granddeughter. She was the reason the Nakamura's didn't
go to Tuk Iake in Ootober. Iast week a message was sent from tl Denver
WRA that he wishes to take the child with him he must make a legal &&i&%
claim. Just today a telegram arrived from WRA btated that Haghimoto wanted
the ohild., He had made some form of a legal statement, This morning a tele=
type came to send the Nekamure family te Tuls Iske with esoort., This tele-

type passed through the mail room. Everybody saw it,

About 10:00 this morning we got the ofder about Hashimoto. Miss Thunder,

(Mr. Tutt® 's assistent) thought we should immediately take the child into
custody because she dossn't know wiht Katsumi (the e1lder uncle) would do.
She thought he might use the girl as an ococesion to cause t rouble, The
younger uncle is probably the best of the family., (Thunders' opinion)

She was afraid Katsumi might do the child damage,, So school was getting out
at 11:65, At 11:25 we asked Hutohinson to bring the child over from Canal
and infrom her of her father's requirements. The girl did not want to go
to her father, The grandparents did not wish her to go. We were waiting
for her to arrive to te1l her she was to leave today., "This cose stinks,"

" said Brown,

said Thunder, "The human relationship angle stinks,
Terry said, "From the point of view of the law we are doing the only thing
we oan do,"

At my suggestion we srmmhged to have an evacuee present because Naksmura
had instilled the fear of Caucasians into bkhe child, T suggested Mary

gbata. Simultaneously Internal Seour ity was sent to request the Nakamura

family to come. Shirley (the 1itt1e girl) arrived first, That was where
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I tried to pull out., But Wolter said he wanted several men present, but

no police, He asked met o stay. (Wolter was afraid Katsumi might beoome
violent.) Thunder, Tuttle, Wolter, Terry and myse 1If were present,

Wolter told 8hirley of her father's requirements. She said she didn't know,
vary (Obata) was gemnd. Mary said the little girl didn't went to go. We
felt 1ike heels. Mary acted as the mother oomforter.l

About now the Neksmura'sy arrived, Bemnett tried toget out of if,
but found he had to take it. So we met the family in Benmnett's office,
Shirley stayed with Mary in Mr. Shelly's office,

Mrs. Nakamura (the grandmother)took oharge. She had the usual issei
gook of not trydng to look attradtive. But she took over., They argued,
Katsumi trenslated for his mother, EKatsumi put his finger on the weak
spot every time, Katsumi wanted to see all the dooumentary ev idenocs ,
Bennett, backed by Terry, said it was an instruotion for us, Terry said
we had no option but to give her to her father, I think Terry's wrong.I thik
that if the child is given into the custody of someone wlse, it ought to
be & court order. What we did looks very muoch 1like abjucktion.

Fekamura argued the point. Bennett said we have to take action but we
want it Por the best of the ohild, Katsumi said, “That's the point. The
father's no good," Bemnstt said, "We have to do this," They asked where
the child was now. Wolter said, "In my office." Mrs. Nekemura got up and
deshed madly to the door. Tuttle blocked the door, She made another attempt,
Wolter blocked her. Somebody said to Ketsumi, "Don't you think you should
quiet your mother? "Kstsymi said, "What can T do?"

Shirly was brought in then. Bennett said, "let's leave them to
themselves., So we did., We hung eround outside, looking sheepish. Thunder
thought we should not have left the child. She thipnks Katsumi is unbelanced.

We waited sbout a haif hour. We arranged for them to eat at the hospital.

1Brown takes consicderable comfort in the fect that he suzgested oalling
Mary Obata, Without her, he feels they would have been lost.
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As they leéft one of the uncles had his arm around thelittle girl, We sug=-
gested Mary eat with them but Mery said, "I'm sure they want to be alone A1g

Tuttle , Mary, end Tuttle's wife 1eft with the child to take her to
Denver adbout 4 o'oclock,

I think Terry need not heve involved us legeglly. I think we should
have communitated the parent's wishy to the grandperents, but ubtil someone b d
been delegated by the Pather to teke custody, nothing should have been done .

Benne gt told the Nakemura's he would give tham e pass to go to Phoenix
to see  lawyer and institude proceedings from Tude Iake, There's one
fallsoy in that - they won't get § sympathetic consideration from a
Californie ocourt.

Just think what propagenda this will meke in Tule Iake - atrocities
committed by the United Stetes.

o i | A A e

Brown said he inteded seecing Wolter after dinner and get t4=f more
informetion. T &&%8 cal]_ed. on the Kondo(s and discussed the case with them,
They had ngt hesrd about it (wJEHEUmk the news of Nemamura's deperture
to Yule is known to Mrs. M,) snd were sympathetic., Mrs. EKondo remerked that
in San Francisco Nakamursa had b&&& had the reputation of being an

aportionist.

jpter talk with Brown

Wolter said Katsumi had srgued more. He wanted to know more of his

legal rights. Terry and Bennett put him in tough with en attorney at

phoenis, Terry snd this sttorney advigsed him that if he brought the case up
in Pinal county he would not coms to h&& a heed til) they had gone., Moreover,
the notor ious injustice of Pinel county would make it very diffioul .

So this sttormey in Phoenix and Terry advised him to raise it in Dalifornia
where it would be raised in the Federal Court end where the venue might be

he1d elsewhere, ,H e argued a bit but in the end he seemed to leghlly we

were trying to give him the best advice. The family hed a tender and
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somewhat disordered farewell,

. : Wolter doesnot support my legel opinion., Any police force in any town,

says he, faced with such an order from & competent author ity would have
hed to turn the child over to it} parebts.

On Zoot-Suiters:s Wolter has appointed a committee to take charge of these boys. On it

are myself (Brown) She@ly and Dr. Young. I eam going to put it upto the
boys and ask them what they want. Then we'1l give it to them if we ocan.
Whet they need is a hangout..' They are always talking about their

strength and practicing weight-iifting. We 11, let them 1ift we ights,

I have asked Murita (the issei truant officer )and Joe Shigezani, a nisei
working at CAS tobe on the committee,

RE NAKAMURA CASE * HIKIDA's REPORT ON REQ ESTS MADE TO SPANISH CONBEL -

Taken December 22,

Dr. Nakemura brought up the matter of protecting evacuees from any

. legal action, brought against evaouwees. He brought wp his own case,

Accord ing to what I hesrd, hehad a daughter married toc a man oalled
Hashimoto. This Heshimoto I think prdor to the death of Mrs. Hashimoto
hes always been very easy going, He didn't work and take in enough
incomeé to support his family. So the fami'y is dependent on Dr. Nakemura,
Now there is one daughter, 11 years old, Heshimote now lives in Denver
and after 11 years of suuport by Nakemure He is trying to pet custody of
the child, Dr. Nakamura is very angered, Because of the cdndition here,
he said, this is ewfully hard. He didn't get very gooed assistence from
the Project Attornéy. So in a case of this kind, says Dr. Namemurs, can
the SPanish Concul assist him? The Spenish Consul said to write the
history of the case ands end it tc San Francisco. But, the Spanish Cpnsul
said, Hashimoto is her fether eand unless there is very good reason, maybe
he'1l have the right to olaimt he ohild,

noté: It is seid Hashimoto now has two other cnildren by hds second marriasge,

There is & rumor smong the issei (March 3, 1944) that he was married
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16,
in Japan, before he merried Nakamura's deughter, end that this mrriage has
never been dissolved,
additiona] note: Brovn remerked that Mrs. Tuttle went with Tuttle and Mary
because she was jeelous, He does not hold a high opinion of Mrs. T., but
thinks Mary one of the finest women on the project. If the gossip is true
he fee1s sorry for h&s Mary, beceuse he thinks Tuttle too good forher,
Personally, Mrs. T. seems &3&&ghk 81l right, though a bit bird-brained,

MRS. M.
Ate an exoe 1lent lunch with Mrs. M., which she had cooked herself.
She is st ill up in the air over George. If she breaks, she thinks it
would be better to bresk with her husbend now then when ghe gets to
Tule. Her 14 year old son, her oldestohild, does nct want to goto
Tule . "But if I don't go what will T do with the kids?" she says.
Georpge fears that if she goes with him, they cannot 1ive with her

realtdves. "I'11 sey I'm not going to 1live with his relatives," says

Mrs. M. George t akes the whole thing very seriously. But Mrs. M.
is not going to tell him she'11l go with him dnless she means it. As yed

she hes not made up her mind.

TATX WITH MRS. KONDO

T was to have my first exemination in Japanese today, but ¥r. Kondo
was forced to postpone it, since he had to give &thekbbss Myer's message on
thed reft to the block, ss councilmen. IWas very very tired (after
collecting this day's notes)and celed on Eleanor for some re laxatione.

She she ed me & job in Chicago which had been offered to Henry. It was
thet of oBfice mensger and r equired that he takaibdé overseey the
employees in the office, do the accounting and handle all correspondence,
The salsry was 2000.,00 a yeer ., She had talked the matter over with Mr,
Hayt. Hart had figured it out for her and told her that after all texes

were taken out the salary would shount teo only $00 & $90.34 &&aks a month.

With this s-lary, they would not reloceted. E¥3& Eleonor told me that in
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ary cese, Hemry did pot intend to remain in the United States. He was not
going to Japan, but he w as not going to stay here, This was for Douglas'
sake .

T remerked that I had notioed that Henry Sate, who had been Mr.
Hanats right hend in the Transportation Section was now & member of
Internel §eourity. Mrs. Kondo gave me the dope . Henry Sato had gotten it
in for enother Japenese fellow who worked in transportstionuand got Hamna
to trensfer him, The boy beceme angry. He said"If a Japanese is going to
do this to me, I'm going to do some t hing sbout it," Now it seems the t Henry
Ssate is frequently sent to Phoenix towns by Hanne. Each tire he is given
a dollar for his lunch, But Henry nes been in the habit of stating that he
went out seven or eight times @& week when he may have gone out only three
or four. So the boy who wes tran sferred ceme to Eleonor and asked her if
ghe could give him the records, for passes. She referred him to the
proper departement and there he got two of the girls to get him the
complete records. He then went to the fiscel department and  tained the
date on the amoung of mopey Henry had drawn. With this evidence he went
to Hanpe end demanded the dismissal of Henry. Henna blew up. He hed
trusted Henry end had never checked uc on him. Now he was in a very tight
spot. He and Runyan of the fisoal department fefuged to do anything.

The boy threatened tosend the evidence to higher authorities. Hanna,
.fearing that the truth might come andiabts out and he would guffer
thereby, saw that Sato Wes tran8ferred to Internal gecurity, and promised

thet transportation would not take him on egsine

As Nishimure remarked at the trial: Nobodv's going to work on Internal

Secur ity with all the bum guys they've got in there not., Nobody wants to
work with that fellow Ono. There are a Jot of capable men in bamp, but they

won't do it.
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TALKW ITH THE H/ARTS AND BODINE OF STUDENT RE IQEATION COUNCIL

We telked from seven till midnight, during which tire I consumed a
rint of claret, a pint of apple cider which had inadvertently fermented
and a vest amount of cheese and orackers, Being of stalward physique
Iwas stil) able to collect the following stor¥® se

It appears that Mr. Sparks is nd¢ going to Tulelake, The reason:

they have not offered him a sufficient reise., He hes said, "The people in
Tule Iake are very very bad, And I'm not goimg to that dangerous place

unless && I'm given enough money. Hart seid, however, thot he understood

that Sparks is going to escort the Nakemura's to Tule fake, "No - " said
ws Hept, "He'll ki1l them," (Thinking of Katsumi and of the pathologically
low and small cranias] formation which Sparks possesses, I did not worry

mbout the Nakemuras. After all Katsumi is along,)

Hart told hogrﬁata hed been trying to get to Hawaii for months.

Then he had volunteered for the army. When nothing csme of that he

returned to his project of getting to Hawaii, Now all is arranged - even to
the military escort which will take him to the port of embarcetion in

I0s Angeles, Yesterday he got a telegram to report o 2 ocamp in

Philedepphia. He feels pretty lowg about it.
“ Hart differed with Brown's end Terry's vdews on Nakemura's chances in

a Caifppnis opurt. Before a judge the prejudice ought not be so bad,
Besi @s the judge might think, let's get 211 thess dirty Japsd to Japan
instead of sending them to Denmver tobe footloose and fanoy free, So he
might return the ohild to her grandperents in Tule lake.

Bodine recounted & mes t interesting tele told him at Manzanar by
Direcbbr Merritt and his wife. Senetor and Mrs. Chandler visited Manzanar,
They refused to stay on the project overnight, Retting accomodat ions at
& nearby town3 Mr. and Mrs. Merritt invited them to a dinner at whioch all
the projeot bigshots were present. The dinner was prepared by Japsness,
The senetor and his wife refused to eat a bite. "WE are prepared for this

end have brought dandwiches," they said. "The fooq might be poisoned,"
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They refused even coffee, drinking from a thermos they had brought with them,
Mys. Chandler haden army Majo to proteot her. Before they entered oamp the
mejor found himse1f without erms. He borrowed some from a motion gicture
sctor whom he met in the tewn., (Evidently the sctors were on location.)
While walking through cemp with the Merritt's and the Major Mrs,
Chandler mede the loud remark, audible to many evacuees, "I think all these
Japs should be taken out into the Pacific Ocjfean and drowned," The
verrifts ssid not hing. When they approached the ohildren's village end
sam the chijdren playing Mrs. Merritt said, "Do you think sdd of these
ohildren should be drowned slso?" ™Well, a few might be gpared," said
Mrs. Chandler.
Mrs. Merritt comes from one of Californie's lesding families. She
gspends 8 great deal of her time with gvacuees, t aking them on picnios, e te,
Mrs. Chandler heard of this and Questioned, "Of course, I go about the

camp alone at night," seid Mrs. Merrittt, "No one but a Bussy would

expose herself bb Janepese males," daid Mrs. Chandler.
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Remerk from Hart on Dr. Pecidord Hart remarked at dinner that at the » st

black menager's meeting Bennett had spoken of Pedicord's ocoming. He had,
sccord ing to Hert, admitted that Pedicord wasn't muoh good, but asked the
community to bear with him, (Pedicord is overdue in Gila three days now,)
Kira Retnrn

Satoghi Kira has been dack in camp since early Fﬂbruary. I havs beeﬁ
intending to record the fact in my notes for some time. He &md his mother
plen to reloccte to New York as soon 8% they cen find housing sccomodations.
gatoshi is rot now living with his family but nearby with neighbors.
Aeccording to Rev. Yamasaki, he is quite racovered now,

Re locat ion

With the spring exudus in full swing, the immenent 1eaving of Miyakg,
Hirose, Drs. Hata, Sugiyema, dre tist Yemammoto, Mary Obsts and her mother,
and many others, is causing some oconcern. Peopde are wondering what is
going to become of Gila, (This is particularly noticiable among the older
nisei. Wolter remarked after the ocouncil meeting on the 6 that he didn't
thinkt he council could hold together another six months,.

Riding out to Phoenix with a lsrge group of relocating @¥mcuces (about
50 a week a going out now) I noted the usual largs opound of friends and
relatives assembled to bid them good by. These leave takings are
infinitely pethetio. Meny women weep andmore gtruggle hard to contain
themse lves, One issei and his wife, whose son were lesving partioculdarly
ceught my attention. The elderly woman was holding & Rk rge sieepy
red pomeranian and weeping onto his fur. Her husbend kept blinking
bravely. One relocsting pastor made a farewsll speech of gretitude. He bowd
and a1l the older people in theogroud would bow in unison in replg. The
coordinst ion was remarkbdble. The curiosity at seeing sidewslks and
nicely kept homes (Many evecuses have not been out of camp since their
arrival) the turnin around for a last view of camp, is always manifested

on thdee rides., Onoce camp is left behind the tesrs usually stop and the

conversation turns to the anticipated harships of ths journey and the oco0ld
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weather which may be expected at the destination,

REGUIAR MEETING OF COMWUNITY COUNCIL - March 6, 1044

Wolter and Brown present., The meeting wes one short of quorum but the
opporune arrival of anéther member made regulsr business possible,
The minutes were read and corrected by Mr. Fukushima who pointed out that
mention of one of director Myer's letter s had bean omitted,

Ishizu brought up the question of the letterof thenks to the Japans se
Red Cross., An article hed asppesred inthe Gila News Vour jer, said he,

which stated thet the miso and shoyu hed been sent to t he internment camps

and that the people of Gila had been t he indirect recipients, He then re-d
a letter fppm the representative of the Japanese Red Cross stating that the
articles were for the members of this community. Ishizu felt that t he
worling of the letter should be changed .

WoXx er: The words int hat letter state, the Japanese citizens interned dt your

. center, The @ estion is whether you want to accept that wording,

Aratani: Has the resolbtion besn forwarded?

Fukushima: No,

Ishizu: TI've talked to Mr. Ando (Ch. of Canal Council) and his wording is wuite
8ifferent. It is the consesus of the Japanese citizens that they can express
thanks - that these things were sent to the Japanese netionsls, I'd like toh
have guidance on that subject from Mr. Wolter.

Wolter: T think two stetements are quite proper (one from issei and from from
nisei). The nisei were not rscipients wxoept indirectly.

Miyeke: Suggests the appointement of a resolution committee to formualte a letter
so that the two groups' opinions might be expressed freely. (He a--oints
Ishizu, Aratend and Kato to get together with Cenal and draw up a
reolution, Kato withdrews saying thet there sre no issei on the committes,

. So Hirose and Morimoto added,)
Robert Nomi now introduced, He is to teke the place of the bdock 44

council, Mr. Kopura, His stetus was later questioned in the meat ing,
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Four resignations were now put before the council. Yamamoto the secretaly
resigned because of pressure of work with the examinations of draftees, and
the fadt that he is relocating soon. He offered to assist his successor
ss much as possible while he remsined inocamp., Hirose resigned because he
is reloooting. Murashige regigned, giving as reason that he isstoo busy with
his work on the farm,

Fukushimas I think the reason in thet letter is too weak to be accepted,

Wolter: Tt seems to me that the elected person has 2 duty to his bdock, If the
block sccepts the resignation, 211 right. I don't think a person can
justly resddgn for as wesk & resson as that.

Miyake: A block has chosen Mr. Nomi to represent the block,

Wolter: Has he been elected in block 447

Miyeke: I don't know.

Wolltér: The constitutions required the next ecsndidate or an election,

Miyske: (with 8 snicker) There wasn't any other candidote

Wolter: I'd 1ike to steer shy of eppointments made by previous members.

Keto: Nr. Kogura told me, they kad a block general meeting. He resinged and
Nomi wss either appointed or elected at the mass meet ings

Fukushima: Moves to asccept Kogura's resingation - seconded and passed,

Miyake: Asks that Nomi sit in oouncil as represent-t ive of block 44 entil his
status is made clear.,

Adreteni: Recommends asking Nomi how he wes given of fice .

Nomi: I do not know which method was used. I steyed away from the meeting knowing it
would come up. I told them if possible they ought to get somebody else who
had been here longer.

Miyake: Befers to comuflage fund and suggestion that it be used to finance diet
kitohen. (Not sure about this.)

Yamaguchi: Eeplies in Japanese.

Miyake: Is there any report?

Yemaguchi; (Japane se)
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Miyake: The report is incomplete. you're still working on it?

Yamaguchi: Yes.

Ishizu: Reads letter from Ht. Mounte in to Bennett- subject evacuee Re looat ion
conference. Two points: (1) are you in favor of holding & conference at
Grapade? (2) Are you willing to send delgates? Then resds exessively
long winded letter from Province urging that the conference be held.

The 1stter stated what WRA ocannot defray the eXpenses.

Miyake : Reads letter gsent by Ht. Mouhstin to Wyer stating that they would 1ike
more time for the conference = two weeks - that they will send delegates
yelardless of where or when the conference is held and regardless of expense,
(Miyake then asked for discussion and action,

Pakehashiz I thought the ocouncil aprroved having the conference in Chigaco. My
block is in favor of it.

Arateni: The scope of the conference has been greatly enlarged. I don't see why
it s not turned over to the Relocation Plenning Comrdssion. So we start
from scratoh again.

Tsujimoto: Asks sbout the delegates and expense.

Miyake : Explains in Japanese.

Ishizu: I'm rather confused. Relocaticn plenning commission is & committee of
this council,

MiyekeL 1In Salt Iake the people told me meybe there should be a delegate of all
the nine centers stetioned in Washington tc take care of legal actions, eto.
So this conference is not for the centers' prolblems so much &s for
yehabilityation., Should we vote?

Arateni: Why not wait till the of fodal invitation comes?

(So deoided)

Miyake : (Reeds letter frok the Japenese Red Cross representet ive) stating that
books and gemes have beenr eleased and will be forwarded as quickly as
possible. ) I fell this should be forwarded to spokesmen Lkbbibbibibe for

both communties, Mr. Wolter .( Givesit to Ishizu.)
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Election of Exeoutive Secretary to replsce Yamamoto.

Miyeke : Any suggestions? (Not s peep.)

Wolter: He should be elected by the body. (Still no nominations.)

Tsujimoto: (Nominates Kato.)

Keto: I refuse the nominations. TIt's impossible. I think for the baest of the
Community Council, since the Exeoutive Secretary is allowed to draw pay, I
thinkwe should have some one who could be in e position to devote full time
to the job. (Nominates Aratsnisnd Ishizu)

Arateni: In the event I'm not drafted by the army, I expect to go to work when I
hecr from Mr. Dolan., He promised to let me know bl the end of t his week,

Ishizu: I have two 19 dollar jobs now. IV think T'd be too richs

Tkemoto: (Moved nominations be closed, s eoonded end passed,)

Miyake: At the Canal fire the watchmen wes terminated. Also the water plant had bem

giving trouble for some time. Tal k is going arcund cemp that it is the fault

1
. of public workse (No additional remarks.)

Employment distribution sheet pessed sround,

Wolter: (Explains it.) If we spend & lot of momey in employmemt we've got to out
womeplace else. Also if we develop a lot of lazy workers we're not doing the
people any good. Séme centers sti1l have 800 people ocopied in community
activities,

Miyake: I can't see why the public works people were so stubborn about the janitorial
question, It was not reduced in the Poston or Granada camps. Here's what
effficiency has got to now, Here I sav the seme spot in a latrine for three
dgys. I dn't think the block menager or even My, Doucha wil 1 come out and
ask the janitors to make it clean,

Keto: 1I'd like to act @ few words. Public Health commission emphasized the
possibility of center hygeine. I felt Y¥¢ Public Works wes not sympathetio

. to the peopie. They told us agein and again, All the other centers are

Kato mede this identical remark to me the night before, It is interesting
because some Caucasisns think the fire was sabotage, So far as I have heard
there is no evddence how the fire started., It was very serious,
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doing it. later we find out that the other centers are not doing it. That

makes us lose confidence in the Administretive Officials who make such

unresponsible &b&bbhbbbdd remerks,

Votes for secretery: Ishizu -8
Aratani: 6
Kato - B

Ishizu: This is bad, People are going to sey outside that this is a Tujo government

if one man has so meny fobs. (Ipughter)
NEW BUS INESS

Hirose: Something has just been brought t o my attention, I'm in a peculiar posit fon

beoause I'me submitted my resignetion. Stil] this is urgent, George Takemoto

the supervisor of the cow milking, getting in 200 gallons a day, there is no

one to ték e his plece, If he is inducted, nobody here could take care of the

oattle, He asked the council to act eome way to find some one, (Explains it
in Japanese.)1
. Miyake: I think he ought to be able to be deferred, (Isughter)

(Discussion in Japenese) I think in this particular cease we feel the counoil

has no right to go out and try to fins somebody. Mr. Emerick must have that
picture quite we1ll,

Woltey - It would be in order for a committee to oconfer with My, Emer ick and

aésk if they can help in filling the farm position,

(Here Wolter remarked tht&&ht&tp@&ht&.to me that he approved the election of
Ishizu because this would bring the block menagers and the o uncil ¢les er

yogether., Ishizu is ex-essistant Bioukimanepessddt to Central Block M)

Ikemoto: Speaks in Japanese. (On petdfion for equal rights to inductees.)

Nino: There is a member of Block 442 who did write some sucgenstions. We did

1About 8 week ago Kato remsrked to me that he was sick and tired of t he

way council business was carrded on in Japanese, There was no excuse said
he. Except in unusual instances, every mmmber could understand and speak
English we1l enough too6 arry on business. That, said,Kato, was why he so

often scoke in English, when it would heve been easier to use Japanese., Hs
felt like sgy ing something about it,

2
Asami, I'11bet two cents.




Hankey - notes - 8/6/44
Te

not heve it read, but others have similar opinicns,

Miyeke: Are there any other Blocks have the same feeling?

Takahashil, In my block rartioularly the young men have asked if the council could
petition no desorimination in serviece,

MsyakeL I think it would be proper thet the body fefer this to the exeout ive board,

Tkemoto: The young peop’e in my block telked to me, They are all willing to serve
their country, but this is the opportune time to meake this clesr,

Ishizu: Moves that the execitdive bosrd weigh up the basis for this petition and
meke a rough draft and report et the next meeting, (Seconded by Takahashi,)
(Miyake expleins in Japanese,) |

Nino: I think this young man has voiced an opinion common to others. He may have had
in mind other gfievences that could be stresightenedout ., It is what we should
DO Now, He means he would go into service but would 1ike ¥¥/ it clearly

undestood what rights belong to them,

. Wolter: (Suggests not speeking in terms of rights.,) TIt's something that doesn't

£it into American thinking., It's a privelege and duty of citizenship, It
has been t ranlated into Japenese as rights. Rather than sfir up a
sympathetio interest the term rights stirs up an inimical intermst., I
suggest you speak of citizenship priveleges, (General agreement)

Kato: (Asks for clarifieation,) Does it now stend that the executive board
petition that we have signatures?

Arateni: The petition is for the community council and not for the community.

Kato: The coommunity ocouncil could dreft a petition for thyfe reidents which could be
passed around,

Bolter: What about having it signed by @ large number of people?

Miyeke: If we had a signed petition, looks as if it would have more effect,

Wolter: It would bring it before the peoprle. I think you might have both,

.\ratani: I think the experience we had et thelsst resolution = this should be put before

the council,

(Vote = 11 sass for specia]l meeting - 5 for no special meeting - 1 - no vots,
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Iwata:

Miyake:

Wolter:
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I'm opposed. being issei it's not necessary.,

Beceuse we have the issei we heve the nisei,

(It wes decided thet the meeting would be held the following Wednesday
night at 7:30,) We need not send a notice then,

You have to send & notice., The Consitution says sol

Nishioka: 1I'd like to make sn announcement. (Spesks in Japanese of War Fund Drive,)

Miyake :

Brown:

Ishizu:

Wolter:
Ishizu:
Wolter:

Hirose:

In regard to the Red Cross drive, I think Mr. Iwasaki hes a program to work
on.
There is a budget that was published in the News-fourier,

I'd like to ask the ferm committee. When they're taking water from the
pump to the hog rench., The problem is dregging the tank with a trecter,
With hot weather they will heve & very serious problem, Has the committes
done anything? (Asks Mr. Wolter if the rumor thet when the segrezates from
Menzensp were token & to Tule, they were assigned specifio apartments before
getting to the center, )Can that be arraged for the people who are to be sent
here?
That's the pimn,
Assignment of jobs oennot be arranged?
It was technicelly planned, but the process broke down onthe way .

I have received complaints thet there were many boys m ssiong from school
during the court session. Uan the council instruot anything? I think maybs
children &&bbi&kk under certain age should be barred from the courtroom,
Then on the fire telephomm., I was told two weeks ago that the fire telephone
was being used by shhool children cealling up the operator and making jokes,
It was brought up to the block managers who took some actionbut sbill the
children use it around noon times,
Suppose we heve a public relations committee report to the newspaper and say
the Council requests the people from not doing that.

I see some pleople had & memorendum from Mr. Graves, The blocs managers were

instructed toc arry the messege to the people, It's rather confusing,
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T wonder if there shouldn't be a coordinating of some kird.

. Wolter: Within the next few days the block menegers will be again restored te

Community Management Division to toke osre of such problems. I'm asking that
the Executive Cormitttess of both councils and the Central Block managers
attend a meeting every Friday mormninge

Talk with Kondos

Called to ask how Mr. Kondo had come out in his physical. Henry was at
a bosketball geme and Mrs. K. alsways talkezmore freely about the draft when
he is not at home, She said he had told her: "Well, Mom, you needn't worry,
you'll get fifty = month and ten extre for Dougles. Then you' 11z et something
for mother. So, if they make me merch with a gun I'11 sure end up in the
hospital and then they'1ll have to beake oare of me tooe" Mrs. K, told how
when Henry wes ready to go Dougles went up to him and shook hends, saying,
"Dad, I hope you pass your examination,® "I'11 do my best " seid Henry.

1 learn from Mrs., Kondo that when Mr. ORuno 1eft, Mrs. Okuno was made
very misersble about her ne ighbofs gossiping over her 1living slone. That,
thinks ¥rs. Kondo, &h&idk is the chief reason Mrs. Okuno left the mess to
work in the Co-ope MNrs. Okdmo on whom I 0al1 frequently, 1lives in a most
bohemian fashion now, She and her friend, Mrs., Fukui, she tells me are
always the lastest to got o bed in the barrackand the latest getting up.
They d o nothing but talk end eat, eat, eat, (Naturaelly I get in on a good
desl of this talking and eating.) The regular eating of cold rice mixed with
hot tee and otsukemono, in which you swallow the rice whole, results in

their not geining weight. It has as yet had no effect on ma.
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GRAMMATICAT, TERMS USED BY AND TOWARD THE VMIKADO

The acquisition of informetion on this subjeot ie extreme ly
diffioult, The inhebitants of Gile heve 1ittle or no knowledre of
court etiquette. Moreover, the toplc is so delicate thet put to a
strenger or mere soquaintence it immediste 1y pleces the inquirer
under suspicion am an F,B,I. spye The writer agked only three trusted
friends; two of them coutioned her to be osreful to whom she telked
about the subject,

Although the dote is fregmentory, one point is olesr, All persons,
no matter what their renk, employ the same respectful terms when spenking
of the emperor; there are ne gradotionss The emperor, standinz in the
relat ionship of father to a1l men, regerdless of rank, employs the game
terminology of o superior to an infsrior toward "premier or peagant,"”

The forms of address, the verb used by & super ior when speaking to
an inferipp, are frequently termed "arrofzant” or "blunt" by the Engiish
spenking Japanese, Occasionally this type of language is oalled
"maniy Japaneme " When used by an adut to an adult, the desoription is
accurate, ben employ this ecurt type of speeoh to males who are their
equels and to females. Conversely, all well brought up women use the
polite phreses of an inferior, whether spesking to man or woman, Toward
ehildren the "blunt" or informe) langusre is used, The languege employed
by the Bmperor, therefore, should not so much be considered b unt asg

informel,

Although the linguistic details ere utter ty dirrorn(t. a gomparigon

oould be drewn between the terms used by perents and persons of high
rank toward ohildren and servents in Germen and some other IndoeZuropeen
languezes, Peciprooe) grommot {00l terms indioetive of respect ere algo

employed here,
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Draft: My block manager oalled on my this morning to give me a gift for relatives

. in Tule 1Aake. (He is & conscientious objector,) He toldme he had been

réclassified 1A, In a way it was & relief said he, Now he doesn't have to
make up his mind about going to Tule Iake with his wife and mother, or remaine
ing here and releo sting. He will not fight though, says he, If they don't
l1ifsten to him he will commit hare-kiri, He scoompanied the work by a
graphic gesture somewhat inhibited by the fact that he wes sitting on his
bioycle holding the three year o1d Sebo in front of him,

TAIK WITH HIKIDA

On recent oourt cases: Regarding to Ray Maeda, there wss no question we should

sentence him to the maximum allowed by WRA instructions. But on the first
charge - assault and battery - against Nekade, there was certein reagon for
Maeda being very much exoited beosuse of attitude of Mr. Nekade tesring up
the mess tioket., We thought we might make it 60 days instead of 90, But on
the other charge, assault with a deadly weapon, there was no exuouse,

I understand he is willing to go to another center, The people in
block 65 are more or less in sympathy with Maeda now compared with their
attitude before the trial, Before the trial they were more Fhelping to
give him a very severe sentence. Iwasaki told me s few peocle from 55 came
to him and were asking if he'd be sent to another center can his sentence be
somewhat modified? It was a rather informal discussion, I told Imasaki,
ag 8 member of the Judicini Commission, we should not make any such
mod if joat ion, We would lose our prestige,

As for Miamoto, hitting Mr. Michol, accofrding te the testimony of the
witnesses - it wasn't very definite evidence that the boy hit Mr, Nichol,
But it was olear that they boy wes swinging at him, So the testimony was
more or less based on diroumsdantis] evidence, We found him guilty., If he's
found guilty it's a very serious offense, Yet we don't went to send him to
Jail because we realize sending him to jail may not resolt in any favorable

8ttitude for him, Maybe probotiona nd certein requirements may give him a
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better lesson andif he violates probetion, he will be punished further,
The same with other cases we took this view,

The nature of the oherge with Kewakemi was not so serious, Kagaws ,
we thought, he shouldn't be sent to jail.

I underst'nd that ij the Ea&abdd Kewakami cese Graves and Nichols are vay
much diseatisfied with the degree of the sentence. Graves has appealed the
case t o Mr. Bennett, Ernest (Iwaseki) told me. I told Ernest if they
expect to appeal - let them appeal., I, as a member of the Judioial Commission,
I don't worry if they're sngry. When I understood they were so upset - Nichol
left the courtroom, they showed that feeling.In connection with the&s
attitude/ of the Internsl Secur ity officers I begin to become rather concered,
The attitude of the I. S, officers at that dance might have precipitated
the boys, you know, using such languesge and tsking s rather antagonit ic
attitude/ towerd Mr. Nichol. As a member of the Judicial Commission I
hope the officdmdf of I, S, be more sincere and thoughtful, Not try to
teke strong hend, but try to teke attitude of corrective neture, I know
the boys are not good beys, but yet, you know, by the attitude of the
off icers that can be precipitated or &&&h& (on the other hand) &b might
make the boys act decently, (I mentionedthat Sparks was being sent to
Tule Leke,) I think Mr. Nichol too should go. I rode with Mr, Graves once
or twice, T noticed when he cameé olose to a truok in whioh three boys ware
riding, he stopped the truok and talked, He made the fallows pretty
antegonistio - he was rather insincere, I know that in other cages Mr,

Nichol and Sparks have been oritioised for rough handling,

Dr, Pedicord: I hear here and there - the attitude of the hospital em ployses when

he £ inally mmes over is very interestings The hospital employees I don't

think are very happy about it. They don't take any aotion at this time, bug

. if Br, pecidordshows any sign of diototorship or insincers feelings tward

the employees or the patients things are going to go pretty badly,

Rslecat ionsor oourse, relocation of people of that kind (Miyake, and Hisose) exoapt
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dootors, may not cuase very much féeling among the evacuees because it's
up to each individuel to consider his future, In the oaseof the doctors,
Dr. Sugiyama is nisei, there may not be very strong pressure against hig
relocating., But if an issei dootor }ike Kiyasg or Iki left, I think thers
would be some movement to try tohold him.1 '

Dr. Yemamoto (Ver1in) he's we11 1iked by the people, but dentiysts are
not so serious . People are much more conceérned about medical dootors and
the shortage, About Miyake and Hireee leaving, I think peonie might think

it's a good thing,

Possible Break-up of Council®? T don't think the oouncil will break up in six months,

Relocation:

Propaganda

But the Administration is going to have more diffioulty in getting mors
support. Because a fellow 1like Miyake, he was very aggressive in negotiat ing
and also eooperating with the Administration, I think the Administrat ion

sh 1d be aware of the ohanging situation, They're inoouraging reloostion,
From time to time more will leave now, I think the Administration should

adjust somehow,

There is ameeting tomorrow of the Relocation Planning Commigsion, to
explain this counselling, I suggested this, because the commission hes bean
meet ing bbbk often - 25 or 30 people at the meeting - and they have been
talking round the way and they don't get any place., I sugeasted the
Bommission should be divided into certain sections, one division should
study farming and business for the future., Another committee wil) study
the relocation of those other than farmersd or business men =- ths employea
group,.

from Tule 1pke:

A1l kinds of information is coming in from Tule Lake, most
of which is to try to influence people her to become wider swekened of the
future, specifically &emd spreading information is to the effeoct that a

Japanese broadoast heard in Tule Iske thet the evacuess should not relocate

beoauss in the near future Japan might take g very offensive attitude of

LSaa notes, March 1, for Verlin's very different attitude,
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of fensivds warfare which will make it pretty tough for the Japansse outside,
Theysa re speoif ioally emphasizing that the Japaness in camp should be more
patient not to go out, but to stay in. There had bean going on for three or
four months, I myself think it is false propaganda but the peoode believe
it.x/

Also they say the Tokyo radio says thatthe nisei who relooate and
engage in eny war industry of the U, S. , thatthose Who return to Japan
will be sentenced from seven to ten years, Those who ware in the armed
gervices of Japan and who relocate and engage in & war industry will be
sentenced for 1ife. People are believing it. It is oausing a lot of
annoyances. I think Mr, Wolter must have heard of it,

Mr . Wolter was saying one time, that he undestood therc are a few
professional progagandiatslin the center, But I don't know how he got that

jdea. If don't think there are emy professiomal propagand ists.

. SE CIAI, MEETING OF BUTTE COMMUNITY COUNCTL * Maroh 8, 7:30 p. me

No Caucasgian was present at this meeting but myself, The role was not
ca1lled but the attendance was good, All in all, the procedings were very
business like.

Miyake: We were instruocted to work out eﬁther a petition or a resolution. Two boys
oame to us. We asked them if they could represent the draftees., We felt
that this move should also be worked out with Canal. So they made a rough
draft of the things they wished to petition. We fe1t we should have at
least two or maybe three petitions. (1) for the people subjeot to inductiom,
(2) Their dependents and familes., (3) People Who ars aliens, and so on,

We mede 2 rough draft of the petition consulting with the drafgses and
took it to the Canal Counci' meeting, The Canal Counc i1 went on record to
coordinate with us and selected a committee from the evacuees as a who la
who are subject to the draftend& worka& with out boys here and formulatefd

a petition. We worked a1l day today and drafted the petition, The same

will be taken to Cenal. A oopy has been sent to Canal already.
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We felt thet the petition from the draftees to the Community Counciil,
and the Community Council should meke a repolution supporting this petition,
In doing this we have oontacted the Gila-News Courier to publicize that the
petition is being spontaneously made up by the draféses, We felt this peti=
tion should be adopted by the oouncil here for further signatures by the
people sujeot to the draft/ (Redds petition of whioch I wes able to get only
salient points.)

Aibiiebhlb il bbbl Petition to the Community Councii WRA, Rivers,
Bakihad
Arizona: The American citizens of Japanese descent elegible for induction md e
the following deolardt ion and petition - which will be forwarded to the
appropriate authorities.

1, We gladly accept the reistitutution of selective service for the
Japanese -Amer icans because it gives us an opportunityto demonstrate our
loya 1ty to the United States.

2, We req est that when we are inducted we be granted the same
privelezes and opportunities as other Americans, to serve in all branches of
the army and navy.

é, We request that the Japanese-fmericans be not segregeted in a
Japanese-American unit. We request that we be mingled with other Americans,

4, We petition for the early restitution of our Consfitutional
guarantées,

(Miyake continues) 1In Topaz they pr esented a petition which had
everything connected with the Japanese problem in it. In Granada they sent
one with 11 points to Mr. Mper for further distribution, We felt if we
enumerate all these 11 points there is a possibility that the whole thing
will be rigeonholed,

We, as a council, after being presented with this petit ‘on feel obliged
to help those who will be inducted in the near future, We have no guarantaee

of anything, Some of the other petitions are¢ complaining or giving their

grievances ora sking for changes in exchange for selective service, After’
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listenting to what Granded Counoil had to go through I'm happy the members
here are thinking of their apnd their children's future.

This petition will be signed only by nisei elegible for the draft, The
method of signing the petition - the registrat ion office at the 52 block
manager's office will be open for three days - Friday, Saturday and Sunday,
1f we sent them to the blocks some of the sheets will be incomolete,
(Repeats speeohin Japanese - then asks Fukushime to translate the ocetition,
Fukushima made a short spe;ach in Japanese after he had finished the translation,)

Miyeke: (Asks for disoussion - no volunteers - calls on Kondo.)

Kondo: I'm all for the petition, If you have drawn up the other petition 1'd 1ike to
have it read too.

Miyake: We heven't done it yet, This is what is going to affect the draftees. dithibk

Kondo: I think it dd very well done. All the rights we ask for are oontainedin
point 4, Number two takes care of most of the grievances we have against the
seyvice, I think it's a wonderful petition,

Fukushime® (Speaks briefly in Jepanese,)

Kondo: That's a better way,

Kato: (Bpesks in Japanese) (4sking if 8t would not be a better way to have it signed
by blocks.)

Ishizu: Let eéach block manager list the names of the men in his block of draft age,
Why not just cel 1 them in for signatures?

(disoussion ihn Japanese as to whether the dates are suf ficient)

Nino: Why not distribute it in four sections = 16t them catch them at meal times,.

Miyake: We will want to go on rescord thet the Butts Community Counci' will --
(hesitetes for word)

Fulkashime: Recommend?

Fato: Best wy is to apppove such action taken by the inductees,

. Miyake : (continuing) approve the spontaneous petition submeitted by the nnductees

with the following resultion supporting the petibion,

Fukushima: I have a better word than spprove, The Butts Community Council will
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Butte Community Counci}
Regular meeting - Fukushima in chnir.‘
Roll-call--20 present
Fukushime (Japanese) b
Ietter of resignation from Niyake (relocation)
Ishizu. [Isst meeting committee (Ishizu) etc,) appointed draft letter
of thanks to Japanese Red Cross. (1letter read)
Fukushims . You have heard 1etter. Any discussion? You mey sccept or
refuse this resolution. (Reads in Japanese Will someone move to socept
this letter of thanks by committee appoinﬁﬁd?
Nishimure moves = seconded - ocarried.
Ishizu. Shell read from other counciis concerning ection by Heart
Mountain, (Ietters from Granada) Granade glsd to act as host to
relocation conference. Of course, when Bennett came back from Washington,
réport Mr. Myer thinks rot held for some time, eand then not in
relocetion center, but in city.
Request permission to write answer in view of new information (given)
Before new business - letter Crom Way Dept ., acknowledping rece ipt
of atrocities resolution. (Fukushima transiates)
Report on Red Cross by Nishioka.
(He reports in full 1est meet ingl
Fukushima (in Japanese) explsins.

Ishigu Moves to accept report - seconded
adopted

Dr. Takaheshi reads report on Fair Tabor Pract ice Board, (Yamaruchi

be ing absent).




Fukushime comments briefly.
Ishizu moves to accept - seconded.

Ishizu - When doss this come into effect?

Tekehashi. When council approves. Explains much of this by Bleok: feels

necessary to have council members to assist impartislity.

Report sccepted.

Fukushima., Shall procsed to election of new chairmen. (Explains
sonstitutional requirements.) You have selected me to be vice-chairman
and I appreciate it. But as you know I have bip work and my chicken
size brain can't do both. I do not claim to be indispenseble men but

I am not interested in sanything other than construction of Hell. I
can't follow constitutionsl provision. So best thing to resirn es vice -
chairmen and yod cen elect a new vice-chairmen end cheirman,

(Ishizu reads resisnation.) Mr. Ishizu, will you teke chair to finish
up this business.

Nishimura T oppose very much resignation of Mr. Fukushime. Think we
should abide by constitution. He is not indispenseble at a1l times,

we coen €lect another vice-chairmen. Another thing- with relocstion

and drafting of nisei, we must revemp Govt. end must also select from
isse i

Fukushima. Thank you Mr. Nishimura, but my resignation must stand.
Importent and expensive to construot ha1l under pregent working condition
budzet task is personnel maintenance. If I give haif time to countil
work, construction will become heywire. Whoever construocts ha 11 must
be there most time, Therefore, my sincere wish to you to accept my

resiznation ¢fd as new chairman.




Ishizu (explains in Japanese)

Takahashi (I move resignati on be not accepted. seconded,

Fukushima, I thenk you, but whether you accept or not my resignation,
it will be impossible for me to accept chairmanship until wérk is
completed., 411 of you are elected representative and Jeader of block.
My services sre necessary, so please accept resignetion,

Ishizu puts motion., Motion carried.

kro. Fukushima. Whot is the next step? Whether I accept, end It vice-

chairman sct, at least for time.

Fukushime, 1If you me ke gentleman's agreement, thet T resirn later, and

that vice~che irman sct, I accept for time.

Nishimura, Since balance of time for this body short, why not sct ajll
t ime ¢

Fukushime . I oan't do that (at length.) (i.e. mske indefinite acceptance )
Takshashi. Why not select a vice-cheirmsn now? If Wr. F. resigns

latér, vice-chairman will automatically be cheirman., Tekehesghi nomirates
Nishi mura,

Nishimura, (In Japenese, to the effect thet issei be chairman, in terms
of new conditions. Nishimurs (forestalling move to close nominations)
nominate Aratani.

Arateni., T declire nominations on seme ground as Nishimurs did,

lominate Yamaguchi. (Someone nominates Iwate) Nominations closed,
Fukushima . Mr. Nishimure says he is nise i, but he is amphibious, he

is good either way. Mr, Nishimurs is good. I sinesre iy pleed you to

vote for Nishimura,




. Ishiqu passes slips; Nishimura elected 16 to 3.
Fukushima says will postpone his resignat ion for moment.,

Takehashi., Asks sbout new constitution.

Fukushime te 11s about meeting in Wolter's office. Expleins Ishigu's

plen (already on bosrd)

Ishizu explains his own plan in Japanese. Brown expleins Walter's plan.
Fukushima transilstes.

Much discussion, mostly in Japenese.

Aratani objects - best maen would have other job - rot available for

paid block coordinator,

Mor imoto objects in Japsnese. So does Komura.

(Long enimated discussion)

Ishizu. Opinion of this body that they continue asg now, or change as

ne ce ssary,

Nishimura. Better to change

vote to consider chenge.

Ietter (teletyped) from Spanish ceounsul, concerning protecting power

of nisei,

Ietter from Poston council, petition read.

Ishizu. Repetition. Didn't come to 52, Visited 211 B'k mers. Now have

1 representative from every block.

Arrangements made to complete signatures in 3 days.

We heve decided to execute and forwsrd this, Shall we do this next meet ing?
Deoided after some discussion thet a1l needed is letter of transmittal of
petition.

Ishizu. I am scting Gentral Blk. Mgr. Want to resign as blk. member next
weelk,

adjourned,




April 3, 1944

Roll-cell at 1:50. No quorum. 13 present. Winutes passed. (not read,
members now get copies in sdvance.)

Weeting rot yet official (14 present)

Reports from committees

Inats. (for Yameguchi) Questions of curtsins end uniforms for 42 waitresses.
Dr. Ipwson se1ls ice-creem, has made $90. so far, There will be more
seles to make §500.

Fukushims .Community fund almost impossibly 1eg911y:‘to distr ibute
camouf'lage fund tied up. WMight as well give up and find out more
'(confusion partly Fukushima's,partly mine.) Tried to get pert of fund
for scholarships, hence ar ising of occasion for this decision.

Komuro (Japanese)

Ishizu (hsks me for keeping of livestock repulations) (Not evailable)

Ishizu Reads letter from Heart Wountsin - communicat ing petition from
both issei and nisei., Asks permission to send copies of our petitior.
41so from Rohwer - recommendations and suggestioms for petition from
both issei and nisei. Asks permission to communicate ours,

Also from Heart Mountein again making survey of evecuee employment:
askinz ours., Asks to refer letter to appropr iete commission,

Ietter to Japanese Red Cross given me for trensmitte].

Reports on petition - 811 ready with exception of 3 blocks (7) Asks
advice about forwarding.

To forward petition giving number of signatures, but not sctuel sirnetures
Iatter to be kept on file,

IshizuECommunity Clerk, Otani, has relocated, Iwasski has ssked for

another. Urgently needed. (one more member arrives, meking up quorum.)




Fukushime . Nominations open for this full time psid job.

Ish izu. Sugeest instead of electing permeanent community clerk, sppoint
temporery, then appoint nominatory committee.

Iweta. Move Execut ive Boerd take on job of appointire., At present, don't
know who to pick.

Fukushima, Asks Nishimura to act temporer ily.

Aratani. Moves to suthorize chairmen to eppoint clerk on temporery

basis. seconded, carried.

Fukushima . Appoints Aratani. Way or mesy not require fixed t ime , but
someone hes to be there if anythine comes up, such as subpoens.

srateni. Not indispensable, but have to stick around office. Declires.
Fukushima . Grateful if you accept. You sre best oqualified men, (Ishizu
gives Arateni folder. Applause.)

Nishimure . Discussion in Wolter's office on constitution. Cans] not

in favor of dissolving council end using new plan, We fipured Butte

may go ehead and sdopt plen, and let Cenal keep stetus quo. They ere
functioning just as we 11,

Fukushime . Block residents in Canal, for each block more residents than
in each block here, Lave in Cenal nearly 250, much more then here. Not
faced with difficulty of finding representstives, If we hed some number
we would be sble to do same. Any opinion to be éxpressed by you? TWe
discussed it before, but many members not present. (Expleins plens in
Japanexe )

wate .- discusses in Japsnese (Much discussion and explenation in
Japanese.) TIwate, Worimoto, Nishimura, Komuro, 81]1 discussed. Answersg
on explanations by Fukushima.

Recess at 3:40,




After, I spoke givinz Wolter's rensons for want ing change .

Nomi suggest taking it to block.

Fukushime . Impossible to take every issue to block, You represent

block.

Inata. What does block think of representative 3 or 4times consecut ive 1y,
Block should be informed and teke action.

Ish izu. I don't think block care. Blook mgrs. do make recommendstions, (ete.)
I think if ststus quo is maintsined think councilmen should be block
chairman.

Iwate. Think councilmen if absent & times should be reported to blocks.
Fukus hima (agrees)

Inata . Is Blk.52 represented? (No) Miyeske should heve representat ive,

Ishizu. (Reads constitution) (Discussion sbout ebsence of representatives )

Get back to discussion of chance in const itution. Excerpts,

Nomi. If we are to meintain status quo » are we going to reform our
procedures,

Ishizu, (1) Chairman and ex-georetary give full time to job, (2) Cileer
line of responsibility be drswn. (3) Representatives really represent
blocks.

hratani. (Points out thet instruction have never been clesr ly drewn,)
(telks at length about it.)

Ishizu, Why I.have mentioned 1ine of responsibility, If we maintein
status cuo, we make policy. Imst méeting, Dr, Pedicord ceme to Blk Mers.
on shortege of nurses aides, If this is policy meking body, we could
make policy: Each block send 1 nurses aides. Blk.mgrs. to implement

decision. (Points out a1l causes of delay.) This creates fears (referring




to T.B. arrested cases fed in 42.) We don't have friction between BIK.

Mgrs. end council, We should expedite more, We should do better then we

are doing now,

Fukushima invites motion,

Nishimurs . Moves plan of reorganization. Kenezeki seconds. Motion carried

10 t0+6.

At my suggestion, committee appointed to write constitution. Arateni, Ikemoto,
plus €x comm,

Inate, Mor imoto. Iwate declines - busy. :

To report on Fridsy.

New Business.

Komuro. (In Japanese)

Nishioks and Ishizu answer. Discussion.

Report by Nishioke on Red (Cross.

Mot ion of thenks to Miyake ocarried unanimously.

Adjourned 5:16,

This meeting wes one of the dullest and most lockgde isical I have

attended. Lembers were not exaatly uninterested, as they talked et

length, but it lacked any aperk,

Komuro's telk was reporting on verious metters referred to committees:

€.7, nurses aides (see officiel minutes)
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April 10, 1944.-Notes on Proposed Chenges in Community Governme nt .

Following the meeting in Wolter's office on March 17, & number of
conferences were held. First, the ideas were submitted to the block
menagers. Cenal, March 20; then the same day, proposed to Butte
Community Council (see notes on thot meeting) On Tuesday, March 27,
the plan was submitted to Butte Block Managers and that aftermoon to
Bhe Canal Community Council. By arrangement the following meetings were

he 1d that week,

Friday March 31, 9:30 a.m., in Bennett's office. (Wolter, aoting
project direotor presiding.)

Saturday, aApril 1, 1:30 p.m. in Wolter's office (Brown presiding,
later Wolter) Talked until 5 p.m.

At these meetinzs, the chief representatives were: From Canal;
Ando, Hor iuchi, Kawamoto, and Fukuzawa, together with Yahanda for the
Block Managers. From Butte; Fukushima, Ishizu, Nishimura, Keto, snd
Asami, and Ryusski for the Block WMenagers. lot all were present st these,
and et prior amd subsequent meetinzs, but some were there for a1l while
all were at more than one meeting,

I wes participant in most discussion so was uneble to make notes
on the spot, and to meke full notes for only one meeting. (Mag. 17)
These are some points impressed upon me.

1. The elective principle. This was a cause of grest difference
of opinion. The Canal people held to it strongly. Ando belisved in it
less then others because of his belief that people expected you to fight
for them if you elected them and would not submit to restrict ive legis®® tion

passed by € lected representatives. Hence he wants the Block Mensgers




‘power to dispense goods combined with e lect ion,

#s 8 body, the Butte Council were divided. FuEushiﬁa he 1d to
elective principle, thouzh favoring other changes (see be low)
Ishizu was doubtful. Xato wanted stability but also elective.

The Butte Block Managers were unanimous that they did not want
election. Kinoshita said outrizht that if coordinators were elected
and block clerks sppointed, he wanted to be a block clerk. He siad
thet there were so many faotors within the blocks thet no elected men
could be respected. He agreed with the elect ive principle in theory
but wanted no part in it, #1though this opinion was the only one
volced at the meetingg, & number of block mensgers interviewed
separete ly by Oguchi were of the opinion thet representatives, whether
councilmen or coordinators, should be elected.

2. On psyment of coordinators. This plan at first had & favorable
resction. Tater, doubts appeared. Particulerly in Cesnal, it was fe 1t
that to be psid made one a tool of the sdministration. A men must be
unpa id (ss a councillor) to hsve freedom., This opinion was shared, but
less strongly, by some Butte men,

3. On ommbining Blook Manager's and councilmen's functions in ore
person under the name of coordimator. This was stronegly supported by

Fukushima, who said that good mén were scarce, It was supported,

though less strongly by others. Aratani volced sn objection to it: If

one man in the block failed you, there was no one to whom to appeal,

The gravest objection was that men, able men otherwise emploved, would

not give up = good job to take sn elective job, The other serious
objection was that one group represented the people the other the edminig-

tration,




4. Duplication of function, Ishizu particularly, but s1so others
siad thct whetever change was made, if there were two bodies it wasg

necessary to drsw a clear line of authority between them. There wes

peneral apreament.,

5. On the present relationship between blook menegers and cormunity

council. It was generally sccepted that the block managers had the

prestige. At the block menagers meet ing the statement was made to me.

"Ne sre the government, the community council is a toy." (of also Ando)

€. Size of group. Fukushims was, as always, for a small group.

But representation other then by blocks was not favored; even the

e lection of ex-council members wards aroused no permane nt enthusiasm,

The general impression was that there wag nothing 1like unenimity

on any one point. The evacusses are Japanese, but even the issei are

more Americanized then is realized; hence , many conflicts of opinion,

On March 27, the plans were submitted to Canal Community Council,

A committee was nominatsd to consider them. This committee met later and

decided to maintain the 6xisting orzanizations. The grounds were two.
(1) In spite of some difficulties, the system was working; (2) by election
end by remaining unpaid, the representative retained his freedom to
represent the people.
This decision was ratified by the council at its meetinc on April 4,
The decision was already known to the Butte members when they met on Apriil 3,
I heve written notes on the meetine of the Butte council on Aprii 3.

The motion to revise was carried by 10 to 6, Fukushims, chairman; Ishizu,

secretary, and one other not voting. Then the motion wes carried by only

10 out of 33 councilmen, the meet ing having only a bare quorum. Moreover,




I could sense a reluctance to take any definite move; looking backwsrd,
it may have been & reluctance to change.

Ishizu, who had not voted, said afterward that he was sorry they
had decided yo change. A committee was appointed to revise the constitution,
Fukushima, Ishizu, Nishimure, Aratani, Iwata, Yamaguchi were emong them,
They met with Wolter and me on Friday evening, April 7. This meeting
was short, as compared with many others., The reluctamnces to chenge
became uppermost., All the old arguments were touched upon. It was
finelly agreed that both bodies be retained. The chief defects of the
present organization were slowness, andi ck of precise knowledre of the ir
powers. It was agreed that a strong executive committee of 5 be appointed,
4s they did last fall, they resisted Wolter's suggestion to heve people
outside the council appointed or elected to the executive, The executive
committee was to be paid end was to be a full time body. Much authority
is to be delegated to it and it wil] take over much of the committee
work. The council will remain a ratifying body., Actually, very 1irt1le

change in the wording of the constitution will be needed. There was a

peneral feeling of relisf that no radical change was to be made., It was

86 1so agreed that the functions of blook managers and counoil were to bhe
strictly demarocated,
#s the changes were so minor, it was decided that a specianl meeting

of the council was not necessary and the changes would be proposed at

the next regular meeting on April 17.




Brown's Notes

Butte Community Council

Regular Meeting - April 17, 1944

Meet ing callsd 1:40. 20 present.

New members 51 and 52 and 58 (after Ishizu's retirement)

Report on special committee on constitution.

Ishizu. Special Committee of Executive Board; Iwata, Yamaguehi, 2 bik.
menagers, iorimoto, Aretani met Friday and discussed st various angles
end various plans., After much discussion decided redical chenre not
feasible; not enough gain to bed effect in community to heve referendum,
To maintain status quo with these provisions: delegete much author ity
to Execut ive Bosrd snd put Executive Board in payroll.

People elect Community Council, have ex-Bosrd of 6 as now: cha irmen,
secretary, 3 other members., These 5 theoretically on peyroll., If right
persons not to be had, will retain 6ther position, but devote mein t ime

to Execut ive €ommission.

These are our recommendations,

Sugrested resolutions read. Open for discussion.

Fukushime, Assume you understood. (trenslates resolution into

Japane se )

lorimoto. (in Japanese) suggests Bennett and Wolter busy, discussion
may teke time, hsve they any views?

Bennett. Wolter has main points I have two or three. (1) Hope you
can put some pressure on people to keep irrigation ditches .clean;
preferable to flooding camp, would like to have place look clesn.

suditors coming. Will be here = month. They will report on conditions.




Butte Community Counciil

Fegular Weeting - April 17, 1944
(2) Auditors will investigate hours of work. Hope you will urge
everyone to reslize, will get nearer 8 hours work. (3) 1ong
instruction provides some rights for evacuee lebor . (leaves, sick
leaves, etc.) As for appointed staff. If we hesve to break down
partial days, too much acoountinz, (4) Another matter. Instruction
provides as of May 1. no private enterprise, Aimed st staff, FHave
been Community Enterprises. Iir, Wolter will discuss it more . Vay
have to pass ordinence., Problem you will be confronted with.
(8) Preliminary instruction on people from Jerome between June 15
and end of July , 2,000, possibly 2,500 people. Plan worked out,
Brown té Jerome, possibly others. Housine, bagrage, leaders, all
worked out. Also employment, Hope leaders e lected there. Hope to
introduce them with as 1ittle disruption of you and them as possible,
Want to make them as welcome as possible, pat into govermment and
get them to work: 600 to Canél, 1400 here. Would 1ike discussion.
Wolter has proposals for povernment, Employment more difficult,
Hope to inorease jobs but not sure. £l1locsted money will improve
status,
Fukishime. How many femilies?
Bennett. Don't know, Will send us femily composition chert, 1If
large families, 0,K, If small, difficult, Can buy sheet roclk, but
no lumber for partitions. Will probebly not set chart until nesr time,
Guess will be airly large femilies, therefore epartment problem not

serious. But thinking of housing 811 time, Plenty room, how divide,

Ishizu. In connection with housine eny news of seprepation?




Bennett. Yes, only 50. Best here over week-end. Mey @&tretch, but

not much. Tule about limit. Teupp being reopened for men in stockade .,
Few go. Only BO or few more by June.

Ishizu. Block managers: If people going to move in from 165th, some
berracks require repairing. Tinoleum and damage to walls., Could that

be done %

Bennett . Should be survey. Have linoleum but no leyers., Plonning

to repaint. 1If we can get sheetroock, can repair holes. Arrenred

lease spray gun and gasoline engine. Blocks will heve to cooperste.

Repair work should be done by June, If repsir requires lumber ,

serious; if sheet rock, not so serious. (to Wolter) Will you see
that we pet report?

Wolter . Yes

Nishimura. Can people ro where they want?

Bennett. Within possihle limits. (goes into detail)

Nishimura. Japanese papep says only 800 want to come here.

Bennett. That's news. Suits me.

Ishizu. (Reads letter from Jerome. Refer) (Wents information.)
(discussion Ishizu, Brown, Bennett on information, Don't want to
promote. Tet people come who want)

Tekahashi., raised ocuestion of occupational eroup. Bennett says will

get ahead employment and history cards. wWil] help fit in. Our medical
problem hard. Will get relief but not from Jerome . Only one medica]

man there, Think mostly issei and children. Nust make up our minds

within 6 months. Hence concern about gove rnme nt .,

Ish izu, About leave end sick leave., Could you expand?
Bennett. Same as government. If you work a year, entitled to 26 days.,
Records. employ employment and money hard. (disoussion about doing =

days work in 8 hours.)




Fukushima. Any more questions?

Pennett, I have one will you get the ditches clean?
Fukushima. I am constructing.

Bennett. I mean Council.

(talk of cleaning up debris in ditches.)

‘shizu. Blk managers. have made survey of erosion. Think matter‘will

be looked into.

Bermett. One other point. Sanitary problem serious. Don't want flies
or mosquitoes. Dangerous. Hospital and Janewsy on my neck, Problems:
Personal s inks and cooker outles. MNust plan to do away with stagnant
pools. Can't spray with oil. Filies: Keep garbapge cang in better

shape . Will probably come to you with plan, A1lso frhuit flies muat(?)
Bennett__ That's a1l I have to say. Glad to see new government plan.
With rredominant issei, government will change. Want to work closely
with council, Also recreation. Also recrestion,

(Talk on freezing men power,)

Komuro. When do we get screen door? Three years now,

Bennett. Have made frames. Will delivey soon., Residents cet material,
will put together themselves,. (Bennett leaves)

Fukushima Resume discussion on reorgenization. (no snswer) Nr. Wolter?
Wolter. This plan has sccomplished two things, (1) Maintsins representative
covernmant. (2) streamlines procedure. There must be further definition
(councilman's job) Executive Bosrd acts under council, by delepation.
Streamlines procedures. (gives examples: new instruction, prdvate
enterprise) Deal with small body. 1In regerd to ex-office membership

of centfral block menagers. Deals with disagreements. Need also to

def ine functions of block menager and council.




You represent people, ochannel wishes of people to administration.

Block managers represent administration to et things done, Totally
different function. Councilmen must keep in toueh with people; be
both representative and leader. (gives talk on representation and
responsibility.)

(Reads propdsal regarding Jerome) (refer)

Fukushima, Now that you know nature of ex-hoard and functions, any

further discussion on question or explanation ? (Japenese) A 1ot of

things to do. Chair is open to receive motion ‘o accept special

committee's report, plus resolution.
Komuro: (Jepanese) (motion to sccept specis] committee's report
with resolution) FKenegaki seconds) osarried unenimousiy,

Fukushima. Skipped minutes, Any correction? Approved.

FPoint for this afternoon., Have to elect executive board. As for
me, stated when kr. Miyake left, I resigned, but wes ree lected with
erreement I would preside few more weeks, heve done so. I am engeged
in bizg job, canndbb perform both work sat isfectorily. I resign and
want new wlwat ion,

Ishizu. (Reads resignation of Fukushima)

Fukushima. Wish¢f to explain, Engaged in big construction. Don't

claim T am ind ispensable, but someone must be there, Under such condit ions.,
cannot spend half days at Community Council worlk., Only fair I quit one

job &nd devote entire time to one job. My mother said, "Do one thing

we11l." Of more immediste and vital to cormunity to build he1l, nominalily
hirh school, but actually for community as whole, Tredesman's sent iment

in every group, hard to kesp peace. Someone has to be bthere whose

word is respected. That is why I stick to that job until finished,

That is why I wish body to accept my resignation,




lWoved, seconded, carried,

Ishizu. Under constitution, vice-chairmen Nishimurs succeeds,

Iwata. Before we proceed, move that vote of thenks riven kr.

Fukushima for wonderful job of pinch-hitting. (unanimous)

Fukushima. More than I deserve, I still belong to everybody, snd shall
do what I can in picturse,

(Nishimure as vice-chairman tekes chair. Fukushime shows him problems)
Nishimura. Grestly sppreciate honor. Don't know as much ss Miyeke

or Fukushima, but will do best, Ifust have cooperation of 211. Have
plans for relocation, but shall do best until that time. (Jepenese)
Nishimura. Selection of vice-chairmen. Nominations from floor?
Takehashi nominates Iwata .

Irata nominates Takehashi

Mor imoto e21so nominated. Nominations closed. Papers pessed.

At suzgestion of Aratani candidates presented for benefit of new
members .

Results Nor imoto 13, Iwats10, Takehashi 4.

lior imoto. (Japsnese)

Ishizu. (Couple meetings ago, resirned verbally, was told must rive

writtenone, which I domww (reads)

Fukushima. In view of faect WMr, Ishizu can't be block menaeer and also

execut ive seoretery pending reorpgsnization. Now he should devote time

to block manager arfairs, I move to mccept resignation. Seconded, cerried.
Nishimura. Now to elect new executive secretary.

Fukushima. Kan should know Enplish and Jepanese. FReguires capable man.

Find him in Dr. Teakahashi, I nominste him/




Nishimura. Any further nominat ions,

Inata. Nove nomination close. (seconded)

Nishimura. Puts motion. Taekohashi elected.

.Eiiﬁyiﬂii; Two vacancies on executive board.

Inata. love Yif¢y vice-chairman be elected ss executive hosrd.

Xato. Is membership of executive board, on paid basis.

Nishimura. Yes,

Kato. Since there is a chenge in structurail board, should be totsl

ree lection. (denied) I want to-serve full time on my job, I want to
resign,

Fukushima, If men drawing pay from other sourceés, could be on executive
board, could serve as executive membar, Is thet so ¥r. Wolter?

Wolter., Yes,

Fukushima. Praises Kato as capable snd we 11-balanced and wishes him to

serve ,

Heto. How many of old bosrd? ("Just you") 1In that cese I want to

resign. If meetinz of coop board at same time as other board, must
choose group that pays me. :
Ishizu. You are executive secretary and cen arrange meeting to suit
yourss 1f',

Keto. T am also employee of coop. Could not be subject to immediste
call,

Ishizu. One man can be absent, You could still serve,

Kato (Japanese) If you don't mind, I should like to resien.
Fukushima .T move, while it is unfortunste for ir. Keto to serve in dual

capacity, he is such capacity thet his resirnation be not sccepted.

seconded, carried,




Kato. Thenks, appreciate honor. 411 time I can devote, I shall promise

to do my best,
More nominations asked foresKato objects to vice-chairmen, but his
object ions not sustained.
Fukushima nominstes Sunehara,and Tkemoto nominetes Yameguchi,
Ivata nominates new member from 68, Yoshimura, "know him as nurserymen
and civic leader,"
lNominat ions closed,
Mor imoto 25, Yamaguchi 13, Yoshimurs 11, Sunahara 5,
Yamaguchi. I have to meke tofu, also soap, al] things, Have to go to
Canal, back snd forth, sometimes late. I don't resipn community
council, but must resign board, ¥r., Nishimure, pleage,
(Repertee in Jeapsnese)
(No action taken on Yemaguchi's resignation)
Nishimure, Any committee reports?
Fukushima, Short report: screen doors, but ¥r. Komuro's quest ion, Nr,
Bennett beet me to it, (tells in effect what Bennett seid.)

¥y, Komuro's question lest meeting installetion of panel and
zlass end electric 1lirht on warehouse. Nr. Janeways reports not enoupgh
juice (condenser) and to change will teke some time but will do. Glass
alresdy ready to put on.
Ksnepaki., Reoreation commission he1d hear ings Maxch 10 and 24, st last
meet ing many societies represented. Decided to rogenize recreation coop.
at first for movies, dances end engeikai at first. (reads resolution.
Refer.)

Aratani moves, Fukushima seconds socceptance of report. Carried.




Kenepaki. Concerning appointment of board for recreation committee,
Korimoto, Shimizu, Yamaguchi, Masaji Goto, and myself. Carried.
Komuro., (Japanese on hospital)

Takahashi. 1T talked to medical officer on shortage of doctors. Feve
reiterated that overall situation in U.S. will be considered. 1In this
emergency if it is an emergency, don't krow whet will be dome.
Counting Dr, Pedicord, 1 docter to 2,500, Thet is about civilien present
average, WRA encouraging everyone to re locate, including doctors.
When occasion ar ises, WRA will hire physicians. Cen keep doctors =
little longer by not imposing.

(Wolter speaks to same effect as last sentence) and mekes further plea

for nurses' aides)

Takahashi ssks about volunteer proup from outside (Cetholics) what

result?

Wolter ssys objected to by church and gives further telk on T.B. Ward
work. Also tells of doctors stetement that Dr, Pedicord's srrivsl

had nothing to do with thei relocation. Pelocate for their own future.
Nishimura, explains in Japsnese,

Komuréenswers?

Iishimurae, Any new business.

Ishizu.I report on Boys end Girls Week, "Tooking shead with boys end zif1s"
Annuad affeir . Starts April 29 to Way 6, (gives program)

Arateni, As Community Clerk, cen I refer refurnishing of court house to
council? Condition deploreble. Would like extrs building . Take
immed iate action.

Nishimuigj I agree. T think we should heve it for council.




Wolter, Demand from Washington. A1l project enterprise as from Vay 1

be stopped; particularly meids and laundry. That brings up the
committee appointed. Nay want to legislste.

(discussion)

Kato. Richardson st conflerence said order wasg forthcoming and ssked us
to cooperate., Not doing of Coop, but is & must. At meeting this was
decided to esk project director to extend snother month to study.

fsked him also to publish order. Also asked meeting of group affected,
Ishizu. How many affected?

Kato. 40 to 75. (telks about difficultiss)

Discussion about ramification of order.

Adjourned,




R. HANKEY = Gila - Not=

NOTES - APRIT 25, 1944

My contacts of this first evening since my return to camp late inthe
afternoon, were all with Caucasians, The Appointed Personnel is greatly
distmnbed over s ruling from Washington which goes into effect May: that no
memberof the staff may hire an evacuee to work for them except through
the Co-operative, Up to this &ime staff members have been hiring evecuees
for cleaning, woshing and ironing and for watching basbies at night. A few
women, who sre employed or were ill, kept full timehelp. In no case thet
has come to my attendfion has any injustice been done to ebacuees through
this policy., The great major ity of the wives did most of their own work,

The i11 temper of the wives of the staff members is aggraveted by
the fact that the Co=-op does not apﬁear willing to institute the orgsnizatim
of menaging the hired hdlp. Moreover, the evacuees doing the work have met
informally and decided that they did not wish to continue the work under
the Co-op for the twelve to sixteen a monbh wage. "It would not pay them,"

The staffheld ameeting lastnight (April 23). After much discussion it
was decided to put the provosition th the Co=op. I spoke to the Brown)s and
WolterYs afterwerd. Mrs. Wolter was angry and disgusted. Mr. Wolter was
discouraged. Mrs.Wolter felt that the Caucasians "should have done somethimg“
She favored that the staff threaten to quit., Mr. Bennett had remerked that
if they did this, Myer would say, "Go she=ad and quit," Mrs. Wolter
said that if Hohn Province was behind this séa&h&k measure whe was going to
wifte him & letter he would never forzet, "It wouldn't do any good but it
would meke me feel better," Wolter stated he was disgusted with Amer ican

government , EE toto, & most unusual statement for him, The errors and

inconveniences of a beurocacy were sitting on him heavily. They discussed

the policy of 1iving off the project, if the proposal is carried out. Mrs.
Wolter seid/ that if shehad anythineg to say, Woltsr would not be‘working
for WRA in six months. (She has a good deal to say.)

This rulingmay make it impossible for the study to hire secretaries

except through the Co*op. I amnot sure about this, however, since we are
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not WRA. I plen to continue quietly and see what hacpens,

Mr . Okuno: ’
Brown also told me that some strange news had come about Mr, Okuno.

Brown had seen a teletype from Ann Arbor stating that the Joint Beard

in Washington had dismissedhim, giving no cause, Okuno telegrammed Bennett
stating that he thougzht he had been f4ding a good job, and asking him to
look into the matter. Bennett appears to be doing his best. Accord ing to
Brown the Joint Board passes on leave clearance snd on "suspicdous osges,"

REACTIONS OF NISEI SECRETARY

ly secretary informed me today that according to her husband, a dentist,
the cunrent hospital opinion of Dr, Pedicord is that he is "just as bed as
the peorle in Tulelake said he was," She expressed oan attitude which Brown
says is becoming very common, She asked me what would harpen to the
Japanese if the warended very soon. Would the government just close the
camps and tell the Japanese to get out? The prospect filled her with fear,
for she doesn't kmow what her husband would do, Her husband has a license
in California but they do not wish to return there with the prejudice they
ant icipate, This timidity, eoming from two young people who are utteriy
Americanized nisei, is interesting., Bpown called it "the refugee complex."

Sent iment on returning to California:

Brown told me that incomplete data on the
re locationing councelling shows that about 15% of the people want to remain

in camp until the end of the war and then return to California,

CALL ON THE KATOS

Ipaid a long eall on the Keto's tonight, asking for a1]1 news and
deve lopments., They decided between them thrt they would tell me as little
as possible to make it necessary for me to pay several more omslls before I
leave Gila, I was able, therefore to catch only a few attitudes, Kato
appeared well ewareof the gradual re lasation of attitude toward banning

Japanese from mi'itary areas, He told me that Mr. Bennett had been

negot iat ing with the Ninth Serwice Command to allow reloesters to go through
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Tucson, According to Bennett the prospect appears favorable,

. Community Government:
Kato said he did not know much about this since he had

been away at the Cooperative Conference when most of the steps had been
taken. He advised me to talk to Kukushima, Ishizue and Nishimura,

"I don't know the final outcome, I haven't been able to attend
two Exeoutive Board meetings. But I don't think it's made any impression
on the people. People don't even know of the change. As far as the
Executiv: Board goes, I think we have reformed and are beginning to work
on that.

m “"The Executive Board has got ambitious and has esteblished it's
headgparters in the back of the courthousef a barrack used as court room).
Woltar hes consented and is remode ling with a considerable amount of
material, Some fine dignified furniture is promised."

Arrival of Jerome:

"Phe Administretion asked the people to clear out whole blocks
for the Jerome group.The Executive Board asked them not to do this, They
think mixing Jerome in each block is much better. All srrangements have
been made to do it our way., We pave them the answer, and that's probesbly
the end,"

"If we empty out eight blocks to put the Jerome peorle in, the Jerome
and Gila people will be fighting all the time, Mr. Bennett is considering
sending council representatives to Jerome, giving them some of the dope
on Gi'a, Very few of them want to come (to Gila)., The idea is to show
them 8 clear picture rather than to be fighting sgainst their wished,"

“"The Rocky Shimpo oput out an article that the Jerome people don't want
to go to Gila, Ohly 800 had signed up to come to Gila a week esgo. Many mo®
people siﬁned up for Heart Mountsin and Rower, When Bennett said in a
meeting, "I don t know whether they object to the climate, or rumor, or
whether it's a bad project director here,' I couldn't kespy from smiling.
Most of them, I hear, preferred to go to Rower. The climite is sbout the
same and also it's closer to the army camps so the boys can visit their
parents,"

"I think the whole thing is that they're opposed to being moved,.)
The 800 who signed up for Gila probably hed fami'ly connections heres"

Kato stated that he thinks Bennett's friendljer policy is having a
1little effect now, Anybody can go in to see him and he's always polite,

Returning to California:

"T don't want t o go back to California, It's a punky place,
I'm going to New York. I'm going to give America another change, Then if
I'M desor iminated against, maybe I will go to Japan,"

. This sentiment, coming from an intelligent, level headed, very Amer icanized

fellow, 1ike Kato, is significant.
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Mrs. Kato related a queeyr outburst on the part of one of the Caucesian
teachers named lMiss Iangworthy, This lady became "sort of hysterica1" and
insulted each of her classes in the high school on one day by speaking to
them as "dirty Japs." The students came home and told their psrents. The
next day Mr, Miller, the principal msde a speech to the students, apologizimg
for Miss Iangworthy's remarks, saying he had stayed up till two in the
morning trying to think of what to do, and added this Miss Iangworthy had
resigned,

Ietter from outside:

The following is o/PY¥HK/Ao¥¥9¥ part of a frank letter received

by Yrs, Kato from a nisei girl friend. Both the Kato's remarked on it's

honesty. HMr. Kato said he felt 1ike taking it to the Relocation off ice and
shov ing them how peocle really felt. MNrs. Kato disapproved of this, saying

he would get hipself into trouble,

1]

Well, Shig. very frenkly I do not want my folks in the city. TLife
in the city would be cruel unless one has a good commard of English.
It's & very business like wor1d here. And my folks are more or Jless
country people who like to live in their own home and enjoy 8 happy
family life. New York is where you change your former standsrd of socisl
living. And I can never see our family living in cremped spartments so
I would much rather they do not come to the city. At the present moment
I would prefer the folks in camp and endure the hardships there than
any other places., I have seen and heve friends (issei families) who
are having great difficulties. It is so pitiful to see them struggle.
Meny isseis walk the streets trying to get jobs but only to pet meager
types of work. You see, living in the eity is quite expensive nowadays.
And being an alien does not make jobs easy to find. Everydey there sre
Jap. isseis being gestioned or taken to E1lis Is. So with my father's former
affilistion with the dear I. camp I would be afraid to risk the chasnce.
Although I have never mentioned the fact to Dad. And I may sound cynical
but some of the WRA job offers "stinks" and anyone who goes out on some
of them should first make thorough investigation before committ ing them-
selves. Remember the "3-day Japs" slogen? Well, I don't blame snyone
for having such jobs as were thrust upon. You know Shig., after living
on the outside for half a year one sees so much and hears so much that
one becomes quite agitated. There were so many things I didn't know or
realize in camp but one osn see quite a number of things efter™living
out". Especially with the niseis now earning their own ways. Well, I
can go on and on and get no where so I'11 close now with the best of
love to 81]---,

Dot .
p.s. Hoping all is well with your folks and sisters.
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Bashington's Employment of Evecuee Reuling:
. _ Had coffee with Mrs. Brown and Mrs.

Tuttle and the conversation turned almost inevitably to the forthcoming
"servant problem," The Browns hope to sidestsp it by having their girl
work for "love" and reimburse her secretly. Mrs. Tuttle was not so obt imig=
tic, since she was told by her girl that the workers would be afraid of
the WRA retaiation., The order from Washington stated that evacuees who
disbeyed the ruling would be disciplined. Mrs. Tuttle wondered aloud
what this diseiplins minght involve. she wondered if an evacues might

be put on tﬁe stop 1ist because of it. Her girl wants to go out in a few
weaks and would not derejeoperdize her standing. (My typist end cleayher
ere going to continue on the secret basis, since I am ﬁﬁ far removed from
Caucssian guarters that their activities cannot be observed.)

Both lrs. Brown and Tuttle sre employed on the Re locat ion Councelling
project. They appeared to be pretty convinced of general re luctance to
yelocate, Mrs. Tuttle told of two cases. One man hed seid he didn't
plen to relocate. Of course if the government threatened him five ten
years in prisonment and a $5,000.00 fine, he'd go eut. Another gaid he
1iked it here, he had no prospects, But if he were forced out he had a
brother who Yog¥/Mif would take him in. Both women stated that the
evacuees they interview have no j1lusions about the real object of these
interviews, "in spite of the fine speeches we me ke "

TATK WITH MRS. FIEMING, REPORTS OFFICER AND REPORTS OFFICER FROM POSTON .

Had a half hour chat with these ladies on their invitetion, Both
appeared unusually disgusted with WRA's policies, Considerabls of their
feeling is traceable to the "employment ruling." The reports officer from
Poston said she simply would not keep on with her work snd try to do her

cleaning and laundry too. Mrs. Flaming also comple ined about the extreme

difficulty én finding staff for her paper. Jimmy Nekemura has reloceted

and she misses him enormously.
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The reports officer from Poston was ereetly perturbed over the dangsr
which reloostion has dyWy opened for demoyeracy, "If we could only meke
the people (on the outside) see the Aifference between the Japanese and the
Japanese Americans, our job would be over," said she. She told of a talk
she had had with the editor of & Chandler newspaper, He oriticised the
WRA reports office for giving news to the AP and similsr organizst ions,
sot het he had to wait unti? it was old stuff, "Of course I hate the
dirty littde bestards and would like to see all of them drewned in the
Pacific, anyway," he added,

TAIK WITH MR. FUKUSHIMA

Mr. F, and I spent most of a long evening discussing social stratification,
which I plan to keep as separste notes unti’ my paper is completed,

He did not appesr very interested in the change in community government,
8 lthough admitting in part that K¢ the idea he had‘aIWaps recommended was
being used, at least in part, This is, a small body of responsible psid
men, He told me he had resigned from the cha irmenship of the council last
Wonday. Finishing the highschool suditor ium which will be ussd 70 per
cent of the time for genera] community use, seems to him far more important.

I esked him if his disapproval of relocetion had changed, He admitted
thet it had, & 1ittle bit, After the hail is completed he's going to take
8 trip end look sround. However, he sees no chance of support ing "his army"
on the outside. He admitted thet what he really wents to do is go back
to Ios Angeles, where he opersted a fruit stand before the war. There he
thinks he can get by. He asked me if I.had ever thought about the possibifity
of the U, S, government giving the evacuess reparations for the losses they
had incurred through evacmation., He, personally, does not want any, He is

just wondering.,
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Eyentually contacted Kitasako on the Santa Barbara ocard project., He hs
been attending to Co-Op bumdndess in FPhoenix for severa) days, He was
greatly interested and promised to 4o his best. (He did not ask how I found
out he was from Guadalupe,) He thought De Witt's stand had been ridiculous
and began to quote cases of psoplé he knew #ho had lived in the distriot
for 15 to 25 years after which 0il was discovered on their land and they
were forced to move out, He was all for going out and making & list of
Santa Barbara residents immedistely until T sssured him we had them all on
cards. He knows key men in Gila who can give information on the districts
WHIAK /WY with which he is not familiar, We are meeting Friday night (April
28) to go over the cards and lay pdsns for filling in gaps in districts he
does not know, He feels he will be able to handle the Guadalupe and
Sahaa Maria areas capably.

WITH SHELIY, CO-OP HEAD

Shelly came in while I was waiting for Kitesako and asked me about the
Tule ILake Co-ope I told him a few thines about it's unpopularity., He asked
me to let him know if there was any critiocism in Gila, but I assured him,
that except for minor and unimportant gripes, I heard very 1little,

He told me thrt at & meeting yesterday, the Co-op had decided to turn
down the proposition of managing the employment for the appointed personnel,

on the grounds that there was not suffiocient time to set up the organizatim

by May Bst. They may be willing to do it eventually, given enough time.

She 11y him-e 1f feels that await of three months will be good for everyone,

By that time, perhaps the Ceaucasian staff will appreciate the workers, and
perhaps the workers will be willing to work. Shelly does not think much of
Myer's resoluti-n, He feels the step in quite unnecessary in Gila, since t ¢

worked no harship on the evacuess,
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Yt. "It looks 1ike the block manasger's are going to take over,"

"Whet I heard, one fellow in the counci’ didn't 1like the idea of
rutting the counci' and the block managers together and he said someth1ng
about it and a1l the block menagers got med, They said, if thet's the
way they feel about it, let's have it in the same 01d way and let the
Council do a1l the dirty work,"

Komura ssid:

“"gfiother thing I heard: if the block menegers sre going to do all
the work, they shou]ﬂ be elected, But meny are ggainst it becsause they're
afraid they won't be elected, "

Kondol,

"I think this block coordinetion was a good idea, but also I
think t he shinko iimn didn't work very good,"

(Shinké iin might be translated as pulling politics cleverly., Putting a
proposition properly in onder to win over the group. It involves a
committee getting together beforehend and planning & good spproach,)

VISIT AT MRS. OKUNO'S.

Mrs. Okuno's teen age daughter hes been working in the hospitsl

8s 8 dietioian (this involves keeping the kftchens clean, washing dishes,

typing, eto.)s She has no use for either Dr. Pedicord or Miss Rappaport,

the hesd nurse, an opinion shared by a1l the evacuees who have discussed
the subjeot with me, Of Pedicord, she daid:

"Idon't 1ike him, He doesn't care what hapoens to the Japanese,
When he's supposed to be on cd 1, he isn't there, Fe's sarcastic,"

"There's an 01d man who has a wooden leg end he had to have it
fixed, He asked Dr., Pedicord to get a passt o go to Phoenix and have it
fimed, Dp, Pedicord told the nurses aid, "Just get an old stick and
let himgdy meke himse If one," real ssroastic like, I hear people ssy he
should be beaten up so he cen't walk around,

"One men had a cut finger and needed it fixed but Dr, Pedicord
took his sweet time . Dr, Sleath would have rushed right over."

MIYAKE'S BAD TOUCK

Ken Nishino told me with open glee that Miyake had got a kieck out
from the community where he had relocatedHe was glad, Miyske had gone
over there and started farming and a number of Caucesians had got in
a group and went to his plasce and shot off a gun, "Get out of here you
Japs," they said, &khb&b8ihék Nishino had heard he just left for

Utah,
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Gordon Brown told me this afternoon that George Kewamoto, the man

who "X" says boasted of his pro-Japanese sotivities on the 194242
New Years has relocated, His chief ambition, said Brown was to get
work in a defense plant,

Employment Ruling:

The conversation at dinner was monopolized by the May 1st
ruling, Several facitious remarks were made, One teacher suggested
everybody gooaround dirty and shame the Yoy visitors from Washington
whenever they arrive. Another suggested sending all the dirty clothes
to Dillon Myer to wash, Some one else wanted to know if My, Bennett
intended washing his own shirts, "Oh, no, he'1l send them to Fhoenix,"
said a man working in the accounting division., The general concesus of
opinion was that the evacuees would be afreid to continue the work, even
though the Caucasians were willing to pay them sub rosa, So fer I have
met no member of the staff who approves of the ruling, In fect, I have
heard more reckless denuncietions of Myer, WRA and the present administration
in this pa st week than I have heard during my entdre previous stay in

SR It har ens that only 50 to 7E evscuees will be effected by

the ruling,

CONVERSAT ION AT THE KONDOS .

After reporting on all the relatives and friends of those present
whom I had visited in Tule, talk turned to the ever growing deadness of
Gila, Mr., Kondo remarked that even some of the issei he knew were
planning to go out. Mr. Komuro remarked that nobody seems to think
of staying dm camp forever, Kondo added thet it's not thst everybody
is making plans to evacuate, but that every one is beginning to accept
the fact that they sere going to have to get out sooner or later, "Even ths
issei are planring to go out, consequently they don't give much thought
to camp 1life,"

Al] sgreed that nobody (none of the general porulation) knows about
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Bennett stopped me in the hall way and esked me if I had spoken to

Eishek Patrick, the esuthor of 8&¥& "A hobeg in Japan who visited the camp

April 26, T said I had not seen him, This cslled to my mind t hat Terry

had dropped in at the Brown's while T wes there yesterday and had ailmost
wept because he had missed the oghance of talking to Patrick wn what he
had learned during his visit. Both Bennett and Terry made the statement,
"I1d certsinly 1ike to know who he tailked to and what he found out,"
Bennett must indeed be curious tos sk aid of me,

MISCE TIANEQUS INFORMAT ION FROM BROWN

On Harry Miyake:

Miyke was employed by ® Germen who wes unpopular in the
comrunity and he adso went into an area against which WRA had werned him.
I saw a letter he sent to his wife, He was sitting on his porch one day,
Ad car drew up and the people in it fired & volly of shots into the sir,
He moved out, He's now working on & RR construction gang,

The Executive Councii:

The Executive Council is practically in continuous
session, Wolter is set on having a group of responsible people on hand
a1l the time to consult with on inportsnt issues, Today we had a long
discussion on the space in block 73 which was going to be assigned to
the chpnonically 411 and the aged, Dr. Takahashi, who unfortunately is
execut ive secretary, brought in & petition from the block 73 people who
didn't went them there, After a long d iscussion, the executive board
decided to give the aged and 111 the recreation hall in bloock 74 which
had been intended for the nurses aide, The aids will go to block 73.
Bennett was really at his best in this meeting,

Br., Pedicord:

"pedicord locked a warehouse the other day, When they
asked him why he said there was some Kleenes in the warehouse and if the
Caucesian ladies couldn't pet Kleenex "I'm not going to let the damned
Japs have it."

"In personal colloquy Pedicord is a damned plessent and polished
person,"

(Brown was very drunk again end I had difficulty detting any coherent
informat ion,)

Contemplated raise in Evacuee Compensation:

"Wolter is thinking of chenggg
the pvacuees' salaries, He thinks if we toke the total amount of money
assigned, and reduce the number employed it could be done, It would

involve the use of secript,"
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MRS . MIZUNO

The neurotic Mrs. Mizuno did not appesr in the gay sririts I 1eft
her in when I went to Tule, The truth soon ceme out, She had sent
her nisei George away and had decided to go to Tule and eventuslly join
her husband who will come from Sente Fe, She is leaving Nay 24,

She has been ermployed recently as a dietician to earn money for
Tule Iake, Nevertheless, she has mengped to squeeze gome clothing
allowance out of Tuttle, a feat of which she is very proud,

She stil? intends to keep her husbend in his plsce, "He's not going
to knowk me @ round anymore, If he does I'm poing to take the kids and
go out," She told ke that & woman who cleans the latrines, whose
husbend is also in Sante Fe, feels the same way as she does, This
woman is also going to insist on better behavia from her husband
when he returns. If he doesn't behave, it's the end. This strange
revolt of Japanese women freed from their husbands by internment is
very interesting.,

Mrs. M. Is jost 8s disgusted as ever with the supine peopls of‘

Gila., She is very pleased that I too am going to Tule Iake,
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Whide interviewing Bud Asakura on the Japanese 1living hin Sahta
Barbere county he spilled over into his sentiments on evacuat ion and
relocat ion whdéh I noted down, Bud is an inte'ligert nisei of very
pleasing personaiity. His home, which he appesred to shore with hig
wife a nd baby was one of the neatest and ¢¥ most attractive rooms I
have seen in Gila, He ig 33 vears old and lived all his 1ive in
Santa Barbars,

"We plarned to go out to Colorada., We even sold our trucks and
everything. But our friends wrote as and told us they were treating
them just like Okies, There were sher ifs and everything, telling them
to get out. 1In one case & group of peorle overturned s Jspanese' car
end several were hurt very badly, That kind of stoppedus,

We 1lived in santa Barbara all our lives, which gave us an
ultimste faith in the government here. My brother was hesd of the
citizens' league movement and when Sants Barbara wes moved to the
Assembly Center it was in a very peaceful and business-1ike way ,
That's a1l we pounded into the young fellows' heads. "You must have
faith in the government.

It was fortunete for me thet T had to take a car to the Assembly

Center, My bpother and father and mobher , they say they'1l never
forget the humiliation of getting off the trein, There were armed

forces there; soldiers marched them to the Assembly Center, with 211 the
curious people watching them., At the A. C. I fe1t like a ceged animal,
We were right nesy the highway and we could see the cars go by.

(Tur lock) We could even sea the mov irg pictures. That's why some of
the boys crawled under the fence, to g0 to the movies, They had

towers and searchlipghts there,

Then I went from there to here., I just kept on saying the
government cmuldn't help these things - it was for out protsotion - it
was for our protection, When we came here and came into our berracks,
811 they gave us was cots, There were over a helf inch wide orscks in
the floor between the boards. In many places we just stuock papers in,
We asked for certeint hings and we didn't get them, One of the Caucasians
working on the construection gang brought me spme wood. I paid him,
although he didn't ask for it. I just couldn t bring myself to gy¥y
steal the wood, becauss of my position as block msnager,

Anotheyr thing thet made me bery bitter at that time when Ilgot my
4C draft notice. I felt 'You're no citizen at a11, because that's the
classif icati-n for an alien,'

I'm glad now thet I got 1A, I'd rather be in service than be in
here, I feel someday I can get my f&khd family out of here,c Hers you
Just see a kind people and are with one kind of peopls, It makes you
dulls 98 per cent of the people here say, "Why work hard for 16 dollars
a month?"

They (the administration) are trying so herd to get me relocated,
I was among the first who got my Eastern Defense leave, My brother and
brother -in-law beat me out though because I dawdled sround, Since then,
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because I had an application in, they've been tpping to get us out
ag much as they pemsibly can,

It is very good for a single person. But I feel I cougdﬁﬁt make

a go of it with my mother, my wife and child, I just couldn t take the
bbsbokesbALLLE chance, We have our property there (in california),
The people there were very good to us., Some people (Caucasians) tried
to petition to keep us there. I've been telling my wife we can go back
in time, Since not many Japanese are going bakk - I'd 1ike it better
st ill-“

Akasura mentioned the artiole dwhich wes reprinted from Fortune
and said it was go good he thought it hsd been written by a nisei,
The article has beer read with aporecistion by everyone I have spoken
to in the last week,

I met ®&& Sugiyama, the dentist in the hallwey of the Administration
Buiding, He asked I Wew I was getting on and I asked about his plans
for relocstion, He hopes to go out very soon end teke his perents

with him, The camp has become so dead in the last three months that

it's no use stieking around,

Evacuee Employment Regulstion:

Brown reports that Bennett is very worried over
the policy to follow regarding Myer's regulstion. He told Brown st
noon today that he defiritely intended to take no ddsciplinary
action toward any evacuee bresking the rule, but would ask any
membey of the arpointed staff who employed an evacuee to sign a
peper. Brown said it wouldn't be legal and that he would sign no
such paper. Ister Terry told Bennett the same thing, Wolter remarked .
that Bennett had come into his office three times todey, each time
finding him occupied. Finally he waited till everyone wes gone and
confessed his predicament over the memo, Wolter arparently let him
stew, T heard that ohly Tule Iake and Minidoke Wyyy Co-ops have
8ccepted the new responsibility. Minidoke has been granted a month's
grace,

The co-op at Gila hos received a Y te letype from Wyer,"slapping

their wrists" says Brown, for refusing to take on the tssk,
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In the evening, I attended a party given by the stull's (he is
the hospital business wanager ) and which the Wolter's, the Brown's and
Miss Thunder were present, The ubiguitous employment problem popped up
again, Mrs, Brown's girl, June, who has up to this time been very

calm sbout the matter and favorable to continuing work under any

circumstances, now seems to be weakening. The Caucssians think the

evgouee girls are getting together, talking it over, becoming more
frightened about the whod® thing, and deciding that they will not bresk
the law, The things said about Myer, even by Wolter, ranged on heresy.
After drinks had been passed many times, the following mediocre limer ick
was B&&I¥&EpLIABARE wholeheartedly &ppagfiad applauded:

There was & director named Myer

His stendards got higher end higher

He ocaused great annoyment

Withy evecuee employment

Mey he perish in brimstone and fire.

Migs Thunder informed us that Br, Naksmura, whose granddasughter it
will be remembersd was forcibly taken from him and sent to her father in
Coloredo, has written to ITkes denoucing the "bessts" Bennett, Terry,
Brown, and Thunder, She essked me if his srrival én Tule head created

any furor. So far as I noticed it had not,

44hour week To be inposed:
The Division and Section Heads and the Timekeepers

held a meeting this morning to discuss the proposed 44 hour week,

How the proposition is being received I do not as yet know, Mr. Rogers,

of Agriculture says it is working on the ferm, If peopde sre late, they
are docked and no one wents to lose any amount of their monthly check, even

though e haif hour tardiness would mean only a penalty of 4% cents.
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TALK WITH HIKIDA

Glory in Japan After Return.

While discussing events at Tule Take sbout which Vr. Hikids wWas

very curious, I mentioned that one of the agitatorY¢s' prime motives

was gaining prestige in Japsn after exchsnge. Hikida agreed, saying,

“There are even smong evacuees here tallking more Japsnese ways. One
man said, 'He'1l be honored when he goes bsck to Japen' which more

deep thinking people think is wrong., Thinking people say T don't

want that type of fellow. Why try to csuse trouble even if he's in
the United Ststes,

Community Council Changes

This plan for the reorganization of Community Govermment, although
it was publicized on two or three occesions in the News-Cour ier, the
geéneral public in the community didn't heve a chenee to think so much
about the pros end cons of the issue. I think it was confined among
the councilmen and block menagers, in other words, the key men of the
community.

One of the interesting things which happened was the formstion of
the block coordinators in place of the block mansgers., Of course the
block managers were willing to keep up & purely administrsative
position and they agreed as far as putting up block coordinators. But
when the queétion oame up as to the method of selection, the executive
committee of the council from both camps had s preliminary discussion
and decided to elect the bloock coordinators insteed of having them
eppointed. When this was snnounced at the block menagers meeting a1l

the block menegers were very resentful sbout it, beceause many of the

block menagers expfessed their opinion that even if he be selected o5 a
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TALK WITH HIKIDA

candidate, why, he wouldn't run; but if he is appointed, he will accept.

I think such expressed opinion of the block managers indicates that this
popular ¢ lection among the evacuees is not going to be very successful.
It backs up the opinion that I once expressed, thst the councilman
elected by the people in the block do not heve respect or prestige 1like
the block managers who are sppointed.

At any rate they had three, four meetings of the executive committee
of the council and finally they gave up the ideas of reorganizstion of
the council. They decided to have more or less just minor chenges in
the organization of the executive boards. The rest of it, I think, is
going to be sbout the same. I think that was because the council has
been more or less not well respected., They thought thet by changzing
the form of povernment they wouldn't be respected, A change mw uld
mean that they are unfaily trested., If they change the community
government, that means the council hes lost confidence in the present
council, "If we are good why do they have change?" Finally they gave
up the idea, I got this informstion from Mr. Ishizu.

I think the executive board must have hed & pretty hot discussion
on this matter., The more they discussed the more they felt it was
obserd to change the form of government, in spite of the zood work that
the council wes "thinking" it wss doing.

The organization of the council by putting block coordinators, etc.
mesns losing their prestige 8as councilmen. Weaybe the executive boards
felt that if this goes to the council meeting, meybe it never be approved,
But I think as far as the block msnagers, they were more or less back of

this type of government. But not elected,
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TATLK WITH HIKIDA

Hospital situation

Dr. FPedicord, I think he's not very popular., I spoke with
hospital employees, two or three, and they say that Pedicord is trying
to put in two much of his own method. He's too stubborn. Even ur,
Wolter is having a pretty tough time beocsuse he doesn't listen. That's
what I hear,

He says, "Well, this is the way that I do it in Tule Take, and
I'm going to do it that way," He's trying to change very drastically
here. The doctors objective might be & very fine objective, efficiency.
But people say it's too drastic.

He's trying to reorzenize the Gilas Hospital on the basis of economy
end efficiency by changing many of the polieices: Cutting the staff,
¢tc. Peopls say, "It's 11 right if it's economy and efficienoy," But
mostly Dr. Pedicord's drastic change is based on his own way of running
the hospital rather than on economy or efficiency. One of the phermacists
and the mess hell supervisors told me this.

Also he doesn't get a/long we1l with Dr. fawson. I heard they had
worked together before, At thet time he tried only for personal weailth
instead of the good of the hospital., So Dr. Iswson doesn't 1ike Dr.

Pedicord.

About ten days after his arrive] they made such a drastic change in

the visiting hours' of patients. Of course many evacuees realize accord-
ing to the past sohedule there too much visiting snd it was hsrd on the
patients and the staff, But it should not be so drastic that dven the

husbeand or children of the pstient cannot visit.
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TA TK§ WITH HIKIDA

Before, the genera] pstients were allowed to be visited by
friends or relatives twice & day st 3 in the afternoon ard 7 at night.
In the T.B., Ward they were allowed to visit three times & week. This
was changed in the general ward to three times a week, just onece a
day. In the T.B., Wards, just once 8 week once & day, At the staff
meet ing of community management Dr. Pedicord was not present, I
brought up thet the change was a 1ittle too drastic. Unless the
patient is very severely sick, often s visit is much corfort. So I
told Mr., Wolter maybe relatives should be s71lowed to visit at least
once a day. So they mede a little modification so that immediste
relatives of patients with the consent of the doctor in care of tle
pat ient might visit more then thra; times a week,

People have the impressiong,thet Dr, Pedicord is already making
much drastic chenge. If this change was not his initiation I feel
sympathy for him, If he did initiste this, he should take this into
consideratio so he will not experience hardship #s in Tuj;e Jake. I
think Mr. Wolter telephoned him andmede such modif ication.

T Thepe's a serious shortepe of evacuee doctors. Dr. Tki left, Dr.
Kanai left. This shortapge is very keenly felt by the evescuees., 1T
understand another dootor came from Tule Take. (Hikida refers to Dr.
Ipebman,who, so far as I was able to determine, was rather popular among
the Japanese at Tule Take.) Tt8s bad the resignation of Dr. Kanai is

rumored that it was disharmony between evacuee doctors snd Dr, Pedicord.

I think Dr. Tki made = statement in the News-Courisr denying this.

People are very sensitive sbout bhis. They feel their property and

society is lost, they don't want to lose their health.
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Shortage of Nurses Aides

The shortage of nurses sides is another problem affecting the
community very seriously. Mr. Oguchi says an educational csmpaizn
for the evacuces, particularly in regard to T.B., doesn't he 1p anything,
He sayd better treatment of the workers is the only solution. Tt seems
to me there is a difference of opinimn between Nr. Oguchi and members
of the appointed staff. I myself think that eduéation might be one
method, better trestment another method. Also I said & more dirrect
appesal to relatives of the gpatient in & case 1ike this is very
importabht. In the internment camp the closest friends of pétients
served as orderlies at the hospital.

The draft

There's nothing much on the draft, Of course theré is feeling
among the psrents of younpg people. The young people themselves may not
feel so much, but the parents, I think a considersble number of m rents
think they are enlisted end put in genersal service they will rot have
a8 chance to come back. And after so many diff iculties and beine
treated as an enemy alien, now to have to give our sons to fight, they
think it's pretty tough.

I think one case of suicide, an old man had two sons who relocated
and are going into thé army. I'think that is one extreme case of
perents.

The draft is quiet here, But smong some kibei and older nisei,

I think some people applisd for repatristion. There sre some extreme

cases of worry because of wife and children arnd langusge difficulties,

The people here say Yes. But whils théy say Yes they feel the same

as the people in Tule 1mke. They have to go,
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Re locat ion

There hasn't been a change in the attitdue of the evacuees toward
relooation. TIt's the same as in the csse of the draft. Those who
take in a good way, a1} right. There are some who take relocation in
a different way. So those who relocate in the immediste future and those
who do not relocats for the duration, I think, have pretty well
decided the isseu. Unless there will be ©» me kind of change in WRA
policy or better financia] aid, etc,

I have heen Baing around as interpreter in counseling snd I
not iced that. I think if this relocation program had becn. initistsd
right sfter the people came to this eentér, maybe things would be
different/ but now sme of the people think ti's much safer to stay in
omp. There are many familiss who really can't see a way of relocat ing
and getting enough income to support their family,

The Japanese had = peculiar occupational and economic background.
They were interdependent. Some times four or five farmers ro out., But
the other day Yamamoto has been kicked out where they were. Unless it
is an unatached single man or woman, nisei, small family, men with
€xcept ional ability, the rest of them I think very hard to take the
chance ,

You know iir., Okuno was discharged. So you know, after 211, you're
not very safe. I can't make up my mind. ‘If I take & job end am out
six months or a year and then core bsck to the center, it looks very bad.

So until I get 2 very definite offer I'm rot going.

Eaternal Secur ity Changes snd Joot Sooters.

Joot Sooter trouble is practically broken up., Miki Kewakami broke His

parole you know, and served 15 days in the county jail. The day after




R. Hm key~Gila-notes

HOTES, April 29, pagelO

TALK WITH HIKIDA

VIOlated parole, he was picked up and taken to Florence. At the sams
time we had the case of Tatsuo Wiysmoto and a few others who attended
8 dance party held by the nurses sides. Tnternal Security broucht
the case up YH¥ to the judicial commission and rearranged s hearing,
But they didn't bring Kewaksmi to the judioial commission; there
Internal Security made it's own decision.

On the Miyamoto hearing, these boys presented s written invitat:m
from the nurses aides written by the chairmen of the P rty and Miss
Rappaport said they were invited., But Internal Secutity insisted that
the invitation was written after the dance was over, We questioned
the one who signed the invitatim snd a few other witnesses and found
the invitation was written after the dance, but originally the sponsoring
organization had definite intention of inviting these boys. On that
basis and on the besis of good behavior st the dance we thought there
was no reason to bring the boys before us. So we dismissed the case.
That made Graves snd Nichol very, very resentful. WNr. Graves said, "Well,
if the judicial commission is going to dismiss this case, you better not

put any provision or regulstion and just let them free," Tt was a very

disperative remark, That made the commission pretty mad., Following

that hearing I'm sure Mr., Greves went to ¥r. Bennett and influenced him,
At the next'meeting of the block manegers and the counocilmen Wr. Bennett
spoke sbout what took place st the conference in Washington snd made the
remerkg that the community should give more support to Interna]l Seourity.,
which implies that the community and the judicial commission sre not
cooperative with Internsl Security. A few days afterward Mr, Terry cslled
the judicial Cormission and sdid, "This is an order from Mr. Bennett that

the judicial commission should functior better ,more efficiently with
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co~pPlete understmding, and said he was instructdd to advise the commission,
Iwnasaki felt pretty bad and tendered his resignation. MWMr. Shimizu went
to the “ouncil and tendered his resicnation, I spoke to Mr. Wolter and
presented the controversial issue and asked Inaseki and Shimizu to
withdraw their resignations. Mr. Wolter ssid Lr. Graves was going

away and internal security wes not going to take such an attitude in the
future, (I hear from Brown that Graves was forced to resion after
zetting into snother bar room brawl,) Since then we haven't had any
cases except an assault and battery change, This was a case where the
father of an 11 year old zirl beat her on the arm ag disopline. That
camé up to trial. But the man happened to be from Stockton. I disquali-
fied myse1f from participating in the trial. I don't think under the
circumstances he was punished so severdly. I think a work sentence of

80 days was given him,
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Resolution: "When the people sew the resolution in the Arizona republic they wers

. " 'astonished, Those people had known nothing about it% I esked Ishizue at
the Blook Managers' meeting it this was democracy. Whenever a tough problem
comes &bd&kEheibiackih&hbkiks along they bring 8t to the block msnagers after-
ward end then ask us what to do. They told me it was an emérgency meeting,
Why didn't the call in the blook menagers then, to see how the people feltl

"They didn't discuss the resolution with the people and also they
didn't know whether the people might be loysal or not. But the issed a re
without citizenship. If they go against Japan they are men without a
country. They say they might want to go back and visit Japan someday,

They think they oan't 8o that now after this resolution was passed.

Why shouldn't they consult with the residents before making any
résolutiony If the Council is going to do anythi ng it wamts to like this
they aren't going to rely on it,

"Then when they printed the resolbtion in the newspaper they said,

'"WE REAFFIRM/Y our faith in demoorsoy and ask that we bs given another
opportunity to be drafted,' They said they knew the resolution was
false - that it was for the bond drive (this was said privately by

some councilmen). I said, "What wou put in the resolution didn't sound
that way. You said, we reaffirm. You must have had some ocertsinty'

"That was what I was against in the February registration. Our
pribileges were denied, we were not treated as citizens; and then then agked
us to show our loyaltye.

L35 2% THTETLN

On the draft: "I went toa sky Miyake to reoommend thet the army send an officef from

the army here to hear the voice of the Nisei., Tell us what they can do
. for us before we go to the front and die for demooracy. Or give us a
chance to leave without & hearing = to go freely out of the gates,.

Miyake didn't take any action., I told Mr. Wolter, 'These boys are on
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the stop list., Selective service is calling them,' Mr. Wolter had tears in
his eyes. I seid, "Hurry up the clearing and give 211 of the people, even the
No-No boys the ohanoe to go out.' He seid, 'T will do whatever I can,' He
talephons & to Washington about ite

", certain colonel was in Mr. Bennett's office. He said, 'If the army
wants you, No-Nos, Yes-Yas, or signed op for repartiation - the army will
take you.' 1If that is the oase we don't & need eny oclearance.

"If the president might have made some kind of an apology from the
president's position, gaying that evacuation wagn't demooratic, we made a
mistake and are going to eraseé that mistiage, now is the chance for you
people to regain faith and fight for demooracy; now we guarant“ﬁ’ you
something after the war: then, the nisei would regain faith and really gtand

for this countrye.

"At my hearing one of the men on the board told me about the different
Japenese population in Hawaii and the United States (referring to bhe
reason why evacuation wes neseesary in Bas Sk LapELabkLES Calil. and not in
Hawadi). 'Yes,' I said, 'but demooracy belong to the big and the small,

the rioch and the poor,' He dddn't say a word in angwer.

Short conversetion with Hart of Reloxation

Hart told me that Weber of the Reloostion tcem had made a statement
at an Administrative macting which had made some Stagf Members bkl
pretty "sad," He said thet if the U, S, government had deliberately
decided upon @ progeem to foroe the Jepanese to weturn to Japanédse oulture
they could not have taken a better ocourse then to put them in these

camps. He also opeedd his speech with a remark which was not too well

. received: "The fland of the rising sun, or the setting sun, depending how

you looks at it,"

Conversation with Do @z

This gentlemen happened to sit at my table at dinner., He asked to speak
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tome. I gaid I had no objeotions. It appears that he HAs be ing sent to
- the centers to discover the bottle negk in the reloocation process., He made
& remark which shows some insight, i. e., that a greet gul? had been ereoted
betweem the evacuees and the appointed staff, He asked me if the gulf

was really large. "As large as that between heeven and hell." said I.

He inguired if there were any mixing between Caucesians and evacuees. I
enswered truthfully. He said the Relocation Offioces outside were absolute Iy
unable to understand why the peopls ware not coming out. Mr. and Mrs. Brown
were present. A considerable conversation took place on the evacuees
reliance on the administration. Brown explained the important reasons

for their lack of trust, the repested disappointments during evacuation and
in camp, ®w&kh&k which have left the evacuees disillusioned and unsble to
plece eny reliance on any statement of the WRA or the govermment, Dolan
admitted that this must be broken down before the evacuses will re looate,
but the prospect looked far from optimistic. If the draft is thomough,

he admitted that the task would be even more difficult, I admised him to
talk to some evacuees,

WITH MASATO KATO AND HIS WIFE.

Kato had read of Dr., Pedicord's immdnent arrival at Gila and was quite
concerned, The people are very worried ebout it. They have heard so many
terrible things about Pedicord. Keto felt that this transfer was a big
insult to @ila, He knows Sleath is not getting along with the Administration
here; he stuck his neck wey out for the evacuees on the janitor issue,

But he knows the Tule Iake people will be glad that Sleath is going there,

The Draft: "This is public opinion. You oan say it's mine too. I asked My,

Fistere in the Council Meeting but he thought it was my ideay not publio
opinion. The draft is the same way.
“We had an exeoutive boodd meeting. Mr. Wolter and Dr. Brown were

préssnt. The plan was should ®e have a big send-off for the boys. We were

encouraged to give our opinions. There were four issei present. The issei
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said that as much as they hate to pave their children go, 2s any father or
mother, this &8 something they can't control. The only alternstive is to male
the best of the situation. They 1ike to retain their sons if possible, but

I don't think they are loyal enough to &&&&kthéik give their boys to the
country willingly. Even in Japan they wouldn't be happy to sand them. One
igsei said he didn't see how under the oirsumstances his son could serve

his best. He said the regson is there are restrictions end descorimintations.
He should be given his civil rights before he enters the army. He dil n't
refuse to send his son.

"The nisei gave very little opinion. They are involved and have to
do the joining. So they resolved it was their duty to give the best send=off
we oould, Wolter asked if there would be any agitation., I and others stated
there would be none., If they're going into the army, I said, just let me
gsee anybody try to agitate ,Even going to prison you give at guy a send-off,
At Santa Anita we had mob violence. A dozen people were sent away. There
was no SkhdskbLErheribh agitation but the bigrest send-off gathering you
ever saw, But the mental attitude of those people was more fddxible than
it is now,

"There is @ olose friend of mine. He is 37-38, He's a father and he
has three children a1l under 9., He just had his examination Monday morning.
His wife is worried, He is worried. His father is en old man, He's in
Wyoming and is coming here because his bppther is relocation and my friend
is the only man left to take ocre of him. He was 1A, Then he ::& re=
clessified again 1A, he's in the army., He sayé there is oné more ohanoe
of appeeling which is very slim. He hasn't much confidence. His first
resction was terribly sed. Now he andhis wife have made up their minds -

shikata ganai (it's hopdless).

"A lot of the issei tell me, '"What's the matter with you, you son ef

8 gun. Why don't you do something?' I said, 'Don’t you kmew this is a

national 1wwZ A1) you do is make it difficult for yourself. So long as
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you are a oitizen of Americes the goverpment , as it so wishes, can take you

regardless.' On that basis, I said, why make & lot of fuss that makes your
reputation look bad? Even Américan oitizens who have the right can not speak
up. If we have one case from Gila that's going to put the camp in a bad
spot.

"My own opinion 48, I'm 2 fathker and I'm waiting for my reclassificatim
very anfiously. And I expeot to get it sooner or later, If I'm reolassified
1A Twon't be mad. ®he I'11 teke it and make the best of it. If I'm
deferred, then I may relocate. I may bven continue my educstion. I like
to do 1ots of public relations for the nisei, I also like to suppor ¢
my femily &h& out of my own and b&&3&iég bring up my only son to be a
nice, ordinary human being.

"If they emphasize relocati-n while they're drafting people when people
go out they'll have only one object - to have fun out there. They'1l be
radding the dences and the movies., Knowing that any time you'ra going in

I'm not going to work very hard., You don't have any goal."
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TAIK WITH GEQRGE RIUSAKI

| Mr . Riusaki whom I contacted to get information on Santa Barbara
volunteered his own sentiments on relocation and the private enterprise
issue .

Most issei wanted to stay in this country their whole 1lif'e with their
children. But now there is a big chenge. There is no future. You can't
make no plan for the future. So many old folks feel if no place in this
country, better zo back to ¥W¢ Japan. That means they sre not against
Amey ica.,

Riusaki told me something I had not heard before, that the minds of
the kibei and nisei were cuite different and that they did not get along
wel] together even before the war. He stressed that this separation has
been intensified since evacuation., He himse1f he said has no intention
of rgoing out at present.

Farm Committee

The farm sent Yery poor vegetables to the mess hall. I'm on the farm
committee and T told Mr. Wolter and lr. Keadle. Our farm committse took
it up with farm mensgement, but it's a1] settled up now.

Gilans who went to Tule Take

This blook sent 48 people to Tule. They are all good people, not one
sgainst the American Government. Many old people didn't have much money.
They thought they'd go back to Japen. They thought maybe the Japanese

government would help them.

Co-op Board Meeting

I think if the Co-op takes it (supsrvision of evacueé employmeént under
Caucasians) it will be hard to hendle. lobody wants to work at $16. a month.
At the seme time the Co-op says if clothing is damasged-in ironinz or washing,

the Coop will have to teke care of it, So that is not much prof it either.
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Also, the people might think that the Coop takes to make money.

Iast week it was discussed in board meet ing whether the Coop sh¢ould
se1l ice-cream cone for 5 cents or 10 cents. If there are 5 or 6 children
in the family, that's a days wages gone. So next month we'1l se11 at Scents
a cone.

ir. Riusaki did not think highly of the compulsory 44hour week. "On
the farm we gave the men their own plots and let them work their own hours,

Working for themselves, they worked fine,

TATK WITH NISHIMURA ON THE COUNCIL

It was a question of whether it was redlly ¥¢ better to abolish the
council entirely and the block managers also and call the block manageys
block coordinators with one assistant. The 33 block managers were then
supposed to be the legislative body of the community, They were also going
to get 5 men from the outside elected from the public at large to serve with
5 men chosen from the block coordinators s an executive council. That was
what was proposed. But after heated discussion, the council didn't take it,

So I put up my plen, saying that the present council with 32 members
is too large and bulky. I suggested we cut it to 10 or 12 members and combine
& or 4 blocks together and make a ward out of them, That would be one
de legate from one ward. These 10 were¢ to go ahead and devote their whole
time to council work and sg¢lect 3 or 4 from them with 2 men from the block
managers as the executive board. But that plan fell thpouzgh because it
seems the council members didn't want to eliminate the council entirely.

So after all it was decided to leave the council membership as it #i is.
UV /Y0 /e iviod/ So they put the chairman and the three executive board

membérs on the payroll and let them devote the ir whole tire to council work.

There are also two ex-officio members from the block managers to sit with us.
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The block menagers were drafting resolutions and ordinances which was

¢clear out of their scope of work., There are also a good many issei on the

exacutive board now. I think I and Takahashi are the only two nisei on

the executive board,




