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WI TH THE CLOSI SO 0? CWt m 

Ther e ar e two gr oups of  peopl e i n t he Cent er  r egar di ng t hi s 

®«t t er # The f i r s t  gr oup r equest s t hat  t he seme k i nd of  pr ot ect i on 

and mai nt enance as t hat  af f or ded by t he BA cont i nue t o be pr ovi ded 

t o them f or  tbm der at i on by WMfc or  by some ot her  Gover nment  agency . 

The second gr oup i s wi l l i ng ei t her  t o r et ur n t o t he -  est  Coast  

or  r el ocat e e l s ewhee pr ovi ded a cer t ai n number  o f ' t he i r  r equest s ar e 

gr ant ed by t he Gover nment . 

FI R; T GROUP: )ue t o t he l i f t i ng of  t he :2vj  cuat i on Or der , t he 

r et ur n of  t he peopl e of  J apanese ances t r y t o t he ¡est  Coast  l i as be-

no >3 poss i bl e * o ever , t he maj or i t y of  me peopl e f i nd t hemsel ves 

i n a s i t uat i on whi c h r n.i k.Q9 i t  i mpossi bl e f or  t hem t o av a i l  t hem-

sel ves o f  t he op or t uni t y t hus o f f er ed. I f cey, t her ef or e, r equest  

t hat  t he same ki nd of  pr ot ect i on as t hat  af f or ded by t he WRA cont i nue 

t o be pr ov i ded. Thei r  r easons: 

1. I t i e ment  1 bl ow caused by t he f o r c ed evacuat i on was so 

sever e t hat  t hey i  r e unwi l l i ng t o go out  of  t he c ent er . 

2* The economi c s t r uct ur e bu3I t by t he peopl e o f  J Vaneae 

snces-  r y I n the - 'fit  l i t  I f & cent ur y h d been r adi c al l y des t r oyed. 

3. Ths q pr eas i on and per secut i on of  t he J apanese mi nor i t y i s 

s t i l l  ex i s t i ng i n t he out si de c o mmni t i es . 

4 . Thi s ' T ar . h- s an uneas i ness whi ch r . r i ses out  of  t he f act  

t hat  t he I s s s i  ar t  t oo ol d and BO young peopl e ar e wi t h t hem t o 

hel p i n case t hey dec i de t o st ar t  any ent er pr i s e�par t i c ul ar l y 

r i cul t ur e. tie tvt eve age of  the I s ei  now i s si rty- one years 

and it> i s i mpossi bl e to undertake any busi ness successful l y wi thout 

tl  o hel p of thei r sons. Bat most of the Ni sei have rel ocated t o 



� s � 

t h  ̂ l ddl e - ist  OI  as i f  ai  sorr© of  tLera ; e i p t he i- .rcod f or ces« 

5* 

6* Mr . i i l l t oa T'i senhowar , f or mer  di r ec t or  of  the , 

announced i n a pamphl et  whi ch ar e di s t r i but ed &mnr  t he J apanese 

peopl e i n t he assembl y cent er s t hat  me r el ocat i on cent er s woul d hs 

kept  open f or  t be dur at i on o f  t he war . Many peopl e act ed on t he 

bas i s of  t hat  announces* nt * Tbcgr  di sposed of  t hei r  pr oper t y r i ght ® 

and ^d e ot  er  ar r ange mi i t s on t he - '- 'est  Coast * Ther ef or e, t hey 

have not hi ng on t he "'est  Coast  t o go bac k t o . 

S3C0MD a n wv : Thi s gr oup i s wi l l i ng ei t her  t o r et ur n t o t he 

t est  t oast  or  r el ocat e el sewher e, pr ovi ded t he f o l l mi i nr  r equest s 

ar e gr ant ed: 

1. That  t he Cover al l  at  pr ovi de spec i al  pr ot ect i on t hr ough 

F eder al  agenc i es f or  t he l i f e ar t  pr oper t y of  r et ur ned evacuees* 

f t ey t hi nk t hat  i n c er t ai n cases l ocal  aut hor i t i es er e not  adequat e 

t o pr ovi de pr ot ec t i on» 

That  t he Gover nment  es t abl i sh a means t o £ i ve a-  guf t sent ee o f  

l i vi ng t o t hose who go out  unt i l  t hey f i r ml y r e- est abl i sh t. emsel ves* 

Thi s hel p i s t o he ext ended t o r el i eve suf f er i ng f rom I nck o f  l i vel i -

hood and shal l  be gi ven on a bas i s ei ssi l ar  t o t he A r ^' s dependency 

al l ot ment  or  i  s unempl oyment  i nsur ance benef i t s or  out  of  cash 

er j Kc i al l y aopr opr l et ed f r om t he Feder al  Admi ni s t r at i on*« f end. 

3» Thet  t he pr esent  r el ocat i on cash gr ant  he i ncr eased and 

al s o t hat  t he penal t y pr ov i s i on i n connect i on wi t h i t  be el i j ai mi t ®&# 



Most  of  t he peopl e ar e al t oget her  out  of  f unds on account ; of  

t he f or c â evacuat i on* I n addi t i on* l i v i ng I n a Cent er  i n whi ch t he 

hi  s i c pay i s ;18 per  mont h Tor  B-J-  year s , t he oeopl e have been for ced 

t o spend most  of  «feet  t hey had l ef t * Ther ef or e, t hose who r emai n 

i n t he Cent er  er e t hose t i i o cannot  ©f f or d t o r el ocat e» They er e not  

on t he whol e wage ear ner s» Most  of  t hem ar e busi ness men and 

f or mer s« I f  t hey r el ocat e now, i t  wi l l  t ake sever al  mont h» bef or e 

t hey can r e- est ebl i sh t hemsel ves i n the ki nd of  busi nesses i n whi ch 

t hey wer e engaged bef or e evacuat i on» They need some f unds to t i de 

them over  t he per i od i n *fri ich t hey can make pl ane *nd execut i  t hem 

so t hat  t hey can f i nal l y get  st ar t ed and become sel f - suppor t i ng» 

4« That  a counsel i ng ser vi ce be est abl i shed i n t he & of f i ces 

whi ch woul d be mai nt ai ned f or  t he der at i on» 

5» That  t he Gover nment  ext end l oans t o t hose wi o s t ar t  agr i -

cul t ur al  or  ot her  ent er pr i ses and al so t o i ndi v i dual s who a - © wag© 

ear ner s , t o r el i eve t hem i n case of  emer gency. 

A bout  70% of  t he peopl e or e engaged i n i ndependent  i ndust r i es 

pr i or  t o evecuat  i on* Ther ef or e, r eal  r e- cons- r uct i on of  l i vel i hood 

mn be achi eved onl y t hr ough a pl ent i f ul  suppl y of  l oans . Thi s i s 

t he r eason why t hi s gr oup r equest s t hat  l oans be ext ended t o al l  

t hose who wer e engaged i n agr i cul t ur e, bus i nes s , or  manuf act ur i ng 

I ndust r i es» The l oans of f er ed t hr ough t he Far m Secur i t y Admi ni s-

t r at i on a M t he Reconst r uct i on F i nance Cor por at i on ar e l i mi t ed t o 

fl l fl tel  onl y , hut  i t  i s t he I s sei  need t he l oans more thi- n t he 

Bi sei » 

Ther ef or e» t hi s gr oup bel i eved t hat  t he f ac t  t hat  t hey ar e 

evacuees shoul d be suf f i c i ent  gr ounds t o qual i f y t hem t o r ecei ve 



l oans* as t hey may not  have c o l l at er al  t© gi v e 1b exchange f or  

l oans , t h i s c o l l at er al  pr ov i s i on shoul d be al t oget her  i gnor ed by 

t he Gover nment » Al s o , t he pr ov i s i on t fcat  t he r ec i pi ent s of  l oans 

must  be c i t i zens shoul d be s et  as i de. 

The same t r eat ment  es r egar ds l oacs shoul d be ext ended t o 

evacuees who ar e wage ear ner s or  l abor er s . 

6. : u b housi ng f ac i l i t i es be pr ovi ded f or  »el ecat ees . I t 

seems t he housi ng shor t age on t he out s i de i s di scour agi ng t he 

evacuees f r om r el oc at i ng. Ther ef or e, t h i s gr oup a q u es t a t hat  t he 

Gover nment  encour age t he est abl i shment  of  wo r e hos t el s . 

Ifcen we wer e evacuat ed, we went  t o assembl y cent er s t hen wer e 

t r ansf er r ed t o r el ocat i on c ent er s . Kow, «di sassembl y c ent s *»* * M M 

be set  ur  at  v i t al  poi nt s on t he West  Coast  t o gi ve housi ng to t he 

' evacuees so t hat  t hey coul d r el ocat e frosa t hese cent er s t o t he 

out s i de« 

The housi ng shor t age shoul d be ceased by bui l di ng houses t &r ough 

t he T m f or  r et ur ni ng evacuees i n bi g and i mpor t ant  c i t i es on t he 

West  Coas t . 
7. That  pr oper t y ser v i ce be ext ended f or  t he dur at i on f or  

t Vose evecuees who need i t . 

8 . That  a publ i c r el at i ons agency be es t abl i shed t o f i f h t  

ant  W e i  an ese l ovei aents end pr opaganda» 

9. :;t , t o saf eguar d age i n at  evacuee's s i ckness and i nj ur y , 

t he Gover nment  gr ant  e s i ckness and i nj ur y i nsur ance po l i c y t o each 

evacuee f or t he du r a t i o n . 

i o . T hat  t h e i m m m m * l t s i n f l u o n e e 8 0 t h 8 t  

cen buy l i f e , f i r e, eu t o , end ot- her i ns ur enc e p o l i c i e s . 



r as PSOPUE ow POSTOSI  l i  ¡ a u &m 

IT3 cuas 

The l ssue 1e not  "St rUce or  no at r i *»", but  wfcether  we Poston resi -
dente bol l avo i n» ara capabl e of  and chel i  c i nt al a iew a ad or t o under  a deoo-
crat l c forca of  govomaent ! We are l o est i ve eympathy wi th th© problera of  our  
f el l o* evecuee r esi dent e, ile are noe dol ag our  utaiost  to hel p br i ng about  an 
eer i y settLosaent. 

A stato of  st r i ka l a Poeton Tee l e not  reoogni aod, nor  aceepted at  
t hi e t iu® by the Poston aocauni ty Counci l  and the Poeto* Congress non saaeting 
l a eraergeaoy sessi one. By ©verwhel oing popuier  vot e, el even biocks of  t hi e 
unl t  bava ai ready aeeorded the Ooajsunity ùounei l  and the Poston Cosisunity Qùm 
greee f ul l  oonf l dence. 

i ai t i at ed by the Coraaunity Gounei l » the preaent  Songreee l e ©daposed 
of  a raambership «Salem i nel udee the fol l oel ng reoogniaed repreeeatat l ves|  a 
couacl l &an» adviaor» and bl ock mn&ger  wl th hl a aael etant  frora m&h biotte, the 
I fei r  Freat i co Board mecabere, aad head« of  «orice di vi el ona. To r etal a the ©b* 
J ect i vee of  repreeent i ng onl y the eel far e and i nterest  of  the resi dente» the 
bl ook taaaagera bave ©xpreeel y been r eUeved of  t hei r  di r ect  ree pone i bi l i t y to 
the proj ect  di rector  of  thl a unl t  «bi l e sat i na ae oembera of  tnl s Ooacrees. 

The case for  the peopl e of  Poeton Teo l e chronol ogi cal l y etatedt  The 
souree of  the preseat  repercuesi ons at  Unl t  One ar l aee fresa the ser i es of  beat-
l ag» and attesaptaA at tadca cul minat i ne l a the receat  severe battory and ©aiiaiag 
of  Eay i ì l shl aura. ¿Surgiag the t roubl ee «fere the extpeael y I mt t abl © airousiBtan-
ces and r ondi none} the i ndi scr i mi nate fOreed evaouat l on and oonceatret ioa of  
al i  thoee of  J apaaese ancest ry regardl ess of  ci t Uenani p or  ef f i l i at i ona» and 
par t i  cul ar l y the ©xtreoeiy depreeai ng l ocat i on*» beat , duet» hardshipe» sacr i -
f i cea # eaurasrabie shor  tapi s» and short©orain ê» dl srupt l on of  aor mi  Uf o? the 
Whol esal e abatt#rl i3g of  I deal a» ì ead aany te a state of  deeperst ions confusione 
by mul t i pl e chan ês, l ong del aye i n the paysent  of  tofcea and nominai  oash sa-
vane©»» cXothing al l osmnces, and otber  regrettabl © cl rouiaatancea aggravated the 
Bat t er e, i ne imae&iate i nci dant  l e the ar reet  and coaf i neseat  of  George f uJ U 
and Xsassu l /chida ©a Sunday, Hovefflber  15« Si nee thel r  ar reat  and coafl neraant, 
Mr . George J toJ U ha» aow been rel eased on ground» of  l aeuf f i oi ent  evi deace al -
thou î  i svest l i sat i on bea not  been oaapieted and I fc, JLaasm i /chida, m are advì sed» 
hae been uharged by the proj ect  head wl th aseaul t  wl th e deadl y weapoa. l?h© con-
f t MMt  of  popul er  Ut . Uchl de brougfrt  about  a st rong reaet i on expressed i n «Me 
deoonstrat l on» az  ̂ deaand eoe saade upon the proj ect  di rector  of  hi » uncondi t l onai  
r el ease. f al Ung to suceeed i n t hi e deraand the Coundl  aad Bl ock mm&v ® re-
si gned f r o» of f i ce and the deoonst reUon aad «tterminatlon ©f  th© caasaos desi r l ng 
the rel eaee of  Mr . Uchl da l acreased and beoaae e»r e ¿toonst ret i ve. Becognial ng 
thst  a ser i ous si t uat i on was becoming esore so i n Unl t  One, and at  the request  
of  Unl t  One wpr e n̂t at i vee, our  Couaci l  and the Bl otó mm&s m W » aet  i n aa âer-
soncy sosai on» thuredayf  Noveaber  19» they sere J oined i n t hi s anxi ety by the 
Advieore and Oouncl l  mi x £r om Unl t  Three t ói o aet  «i t h t hea. I O thi e sieetl ag Tbre« 
representat i ves of  the protest i ne popul ace of  Oasp One Biade thel r  appearance and 
pi an, Thel r  speaker  out l i ned the l arasdiate l aci dent» the ohar »̂» confi n âent  and 
the Uaonst r at l on foUowi ag: the ar rest  of  Mr . (teorea Fuj l i  and Mr . Uohi da. Fol -
l oel ag th© pl ea of  these representat l ves» they ww® asKed speci f i csl i y «hether  
they» i n Unl t  One» «er e request i ng that  m cooperate wl th them l a a eyaapethy st r i ke. 



The aaswer  of  üni t  Ooo «as ol ear l y *2So». <I<hoy »ere asked wfaet  Uni ta Two tmá 
Three coul d do to al l evi at e the s i t et i oa and al d i o thl s met ter . Tbe speaker 
for  üni t  Qne stated that  that  «ss up to us as Ual t  Two ead umt  l i tros repre~ 
seat st l ves, l ioeever, È» stated that  si sas th© ossel i  and Bl ock Ussar o* of  
Uai t  One had r esi gnad, they «er e wi thout  any or âai zed or  reeo âl ssed bodiee 
which coul d as t i a t a «i t h the proj ect  di rector  and hi s st af f  for  aa ear l y set » 
t l eaent . Tl ioreupon the j oi nt  body of  Uni ts Two aad Three eel eoted two atmbere 
£vm each ot th© fol l owin-  gsoupsf  bl ock sungei «, council taen» aad advi sors of  
each uai t , r aaki ag a oocaaittee of  twelv© l a al i  «Ho nere to a i t i a t e a peaceful  
set t l emeat  or  t hi s probl ea wi th the proj ect  st af f . Tbey »ere imsaediately di a* 
pat ead f or  that  purpoee to Gamp üae. Pr i or  to thei r  depor tare, Mr . 3£vans, t i » 
then act i ng di rector» «ss contactad aad t o group «ere inffcrn»d M aa anaounce-
aeat  «ss about  to be isade to a cosai  t tee of  at  Uai t  Ose i n resarda to t hi s 
case, the aanouacet&oat  bol ng i n stala that  l l r . FUj i i  «ss boiag rel easod aad t i » 
f ast  that  Mr . Uchida usa bei ag e&arged wi th assaul t  «i t h deadl y «eapon before 
Supmt ùr  Gourt  of  ¿r i sona, luaa County, »bere he woul d I » accorded a f ai r  t áal . 
î nee tue negot i st i as group f el t  t &at  auch sa wnmmmvmt would st i l i  be un-

sat l sfactory to the protestante at  Uai t  One, the? «ent  befare the Üni t  geopl e's 
cosmittee of  aad at tor  r ei at i ng the pl ea of  t hei r  representat i vo, aanouneed 

for  them. The peo pi e *s ooraraittee acci ai a««! «ad ontrusted our  j oi at  oossaittee 
to sent i at e, Af t er  s ser i es of  conforenees aad eeeur i ag so ohaagea from the 
announceiaeat  Oetermlned upon by the proj ect  st af f , the negot i at i ng c o n t e e 
preeeated t hei r  si t uat i ©» to the execut i ve ocoml ttee of  the pr ot e&Uag sroup. 
aad the sieetl ag thoa weat  i ato the generai  anaouac êat  by the proj ect  di rector  
of  the r el ej e of  George Ifti j i i  aad the âr ge upo» Mr . Uchl da. fhe aaaouace-
raeat ma aot  aooepted with favor by the group aad the aegotiatore hatiag faUed 
to br i ne about the oeetin  ̂ of the rainds beteeea the project director aad the 
proto»tanta, they retumed to thel r  respective uaits to ewait further resulta 
aad expectiag iaforaatioa on deveiopraenta frora üalt üae. The fol loeiag day 
after waitiag uatl l  approxiraately two o'clock Frlday, Hoveaber SO, Block iiaaa-
gers aad córtala Councilraea and Advisors, feel ing aaxlety, re îested that a 
soal l  l imited delegatioa again eadeairor to settle the strlke situstioa and BOSS 

deaoaetratioa at  Uait One. They had s pascasi  ropreseatative c«isuit with ths pro-
J sct at af f  aad securins the coafldeaee of  the project staff was able to proseat 
to the peuple of Uait une, the fOl lowiag propositlon i f they eculd oake i t to 
the project directori  that Mr. Isaau Uchlda be released lotasdlstely upon the 
eoadltloa that the res Idea ts at the Postoa üossminlty eonposed of the eveeuees 
oaly, would gi t e i ép. Uchlda s fair trial  upon ths chargss iastituted by the 
Chief of Internai  Security. The reection to such a proposition eith the assur-
aaee of acoeptance by the project director «as very favorebly recelved by the 
ceatrel  exeoutlTo oomittee of the strikere who «ere et thelr offi ce. Bosever, 
they fel t that sinos they «ere e l imited mraber sad si  noe i t «ss a chango froffi  
tbeir originai  desaand, they sould l iko to share thls responsibiUty with the 
block represente ti  ves in thls asss taoveaeat. Theiefore, the oonalttee of 78 
was cal lad la for iaeodiate eesslon. The preposi  tion «ss thoreupoa repeated to 
thesu Meanwhile, Nuaber Three Unit aleo bol as advised of  thls no« snd final  pos-
sibl l i ty for nogotlation, siso oxprosood that they would auopoad any action pond-
ing Uait One's sccoptanoo of thls ne« tona. The fi rst vote takea of thls group 

? L Ü U n i L 0n O;Wa a ^ ^ ^ ^ S l y ih favor. A fa« «ore dstemlned to proceed 
under tne original  tensad of unoonditional  rel eass. *fter sevoral  apeeohes by 
its ^o r s , it finei iy detox«ia«l  that they «ould tsks s pleblcito of their re-
epeetivo blocks la deferenee te the «ork and demonstratio& taade by the peopie up 



to that tin®. The fionrar and the resul t of the plebicite was to be made in a 
meeting to be held on Saturday, Kov ember £1, at 10 o'clock AJ t. Therefore, The 
negotiating committee from Unit Two returned late that Firday night to report in 
detai l  the aatter to the Supervisor of Block maa&we, who la turn advised each 
of the Block maagers immediately. 

Late that night» a certain group from a certain biook went around the 
blocks, Tinging meashall  bel le and asking the residents to arouse themselves to 
a meeting at the Cottonwood Bowl. To those gathered at the Cottonwood Bowl, the 
sponsoring group made an announcement of the progress of the ease only up to the 
negotiations which had fai l ed on Thursday. The Speaker stated Camp Three was aL-
ready en sympathy strike« Strike was cel led for here and with the acclaim of the 
group sponsoring such movement, i t was also claimed tor Unit Two, and certain 
groups fro® the tmrn body went to Unit One and Three to publ ish this fact. On 
Saturday morning, November 21» at a regularly cal led meeting of the Bl ock Managers, 
Fair Practice Board» heads of departments» Councilman and Advisore of Unit Two, a 
report in ful l  was made of the progress of the negotiations end the feet that fur-
ther action would necessarily have to welt the definite reply from Unit one which 
would be gathered at their ten o'clock seating. During tuis meeting Unit Three 
announced that they were not on strike and rejected the statements ¿aade in the 
Cottonwood Bowl  the previous night. Although the morning passed and contact was 
made several  times, no reply on whether Unit One had accepted the final  negotia-
tion terms was made known. &3e«saihlle, the seme group sponsoring the meeting at  
the Cottonwood Bowl  the previous night came en masse and requested that the reports 
of  the recent negotiations be made before the body and to which i t wae agreed. In 
the afternoon, therefore, a report was nade at this open meeting which was spon-
sored by Block 211. At that meeting, a representative from Unit One, led by ur . 
ftegai, made a speech which did not reply to the negotiation, but indicated that 
situation was such that we should go on sympathy strike. This mass meeting wee 
steered for a strike .iovement. Al l  opposition was squelched effectively. The 
Gounoilmen of Unit Two, Advisors together with the Block Managere, the Fair Prac-
tice iioard and the department heads met immediately in the Personnel  Mesahall  to 
consider their reaction to this Cottonwood Bowl  demonstration. It was agreed that 
a survey would be made and bal lots taken on the popular wish of the people through 
their respective blocks and with that in mind the body retired to the evening af-
ter supper. At that fol lowing meeting i t was revealed that definitely at least 
nine blocks were not in favor of the strike as outl ined in either meeting at the 
Cottonwood liowl  and t«o blocks had no survey yet and, therefore, voted in favor of 
continuing the organized bodies of this uni t. On the fol lowing day» Sunday, Nov-
ember the same group of repreeentativee mt  and determined that for this emer-
gency period, this body would constitute i tsel f es a Poaton Two Community Congress 
and represent the popular wi l l  and the aeIf- government of l te people. I t returned 
a definite report that an uncoerced secret bal lot revealed that residents of eleven 
blocks voted ful l  confidence to the organised and now existing self- government bod-
ies end against recognition of strike in the form as cal led by the present sponsors 
of this strike movement. 

The chronological  detai l  is presented solely for the purpoae of cl ari fy* 
ing those to whom i t may concern that the laeue is not one of strike or no strike, 
but one of bel ief and practice in self- government in e democratic manner. Parti-
cularly does the Oosnunity Congress condemn the manner in which the meetings at 
the Cottonwood Bowl  were conducted wherein no accord wae given the opposing views 
and mere in speakers seeking to express views contrary to strike were overenthu-
siastleal ly and vulgarly cajoled. The Congress of Unit Two bel ieves that evejy 
person in Foston Two is entitled to express his views and to vote on al l  issues 



bjr eacret bel lot aad to bo raprasanted i n a dul y sonetltuted aßaaar, and tbat  al l  
actioa sooiald b© takan by such a body of  röpraeaßtatives propar l y efcoaaa by 
cratia ta&aaa and procedura. Xt  ob reoord aa daf i ai tai j r  I n faror of  lau and 
order aad ©xj roasee ooafidenca that  tha paopl e ©f  Poatoa ara oapable of  oaiatala-
iag law aad order ander  tbeir oaa ooaatituted judiciol  aystera, and «I i i  exooute 
tha respoaaibil itiea of  auch fom of  govararaent. 

To t he poopi© of Poatoa Unit Oaa, «© rapaat  our  fül l  syspathy aad a@fela 
off ar our Cooperation to ai d i a tha fair» just» aad eosiplet© aettiamaat of th® 
diffictOti.es aad attaia a daf i ai t « prQQrme i a our sutv»l  »al f ar a. 3iao© your  ra-
quößt hava vi g&SBt l y aad aotivaiy ©adaatorad i a your behal t. 

November  1942 
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Ext r act  f r om l et t er  
Post on I  

Fr i day p .m. , J ul y 30, 1943 

I  got  i n her e al ong wi t h Col onel  Goul d and a ser geant  f or  Camp 
Savage pl us Br . Ade l at e l ast  Sunday ni ght , and was met  i n st y l e, t aken 
to t he Grand Vi ew to cancel  my r eser vat i on, and dr i ven to t he pr oj ect . 
At  Post on t hey don't  send a bl ack Mar i a to col l ect  t he v i s i t i ng f i r emen, 
as t hey seem t o do at  Gi l a. The f i ve days her e have been ver y i l l umi nat i ng 
to me, and I  have been f or t unat e i n f i ndi ng ear l y Len Nel son, Admi ni st r at or  
of  Uni t  I . He was t he act i ng di r ect or  dur i ng t he st r i ke and demonst r at i on 
of  l ast  November . He has t aken gr eat  pai ns to keep me comfor t abl e and 
show me ever yt hi ng; he has al so overcome me wi t h t he suppl y of  t ypi st s , 
secr et ar i es, and i nt er pr et er s he has r ounded up f or  my use. Home was never  
l i ke t hi s . 

Begi nni ng Monday t he pl ace has been f ul l  of  t ensi on and appr ehensi on 
over  var i ous i ssues: l ) t he cut  i n empl oyment ; 2) segr egat i on; 3) t he be-
l i ef  on t he par t  of  t he peopl e t hat  Post on i s to be cl osed ent i r el y on Sep-
tember  1�t hi s rumor  has unf or t unat el y been nour i shed by t he publ i cat i on of  
t he l i s t  of  cent er s whi ch ar e to r ecei ve t he t r ansf er s f r om Tul e Lake, and 
t he l i s t  di d not  i ncl ude Post on, Gi l a Ri ver , or  Manzanar ; i t  was f at t ened 
r emar kabl y by t he Exami ner  quot e of  Mr . Myer , whi ch st at ed t hat  al l  cent er s 
wer e to be cl osed, 75,000 peopl e woul d be l eavi ng t hem, and onl y one cent er  
woul d r emai n open, Tul e Lake- - ; 4) t he l ast  mi nut e cal l  f r om Gover nor  Osbor ne, 
f or bi ddi ng t he sendi ng of  175 evacuee st udent  t eacher s to t he summer  sessi on 
at  Por t  Apache. Thi s was announced yest er day, f i r s t  at  a cl osed meet i ng 
of  l abor  boar d, exec. com. and r epr esent at i ves f r om t he counci l , by 
Mr . Nel son, and l at er  i n t he af t er noon to t he gr oup of  ki ds who wer e get t i ng 
packed up to go. Nel son pr obabl y saved t he pl ace a demonst r at i on by ga-
t her i ng i n t he key evacuees and t al ki ng f r ankl y wi t h t hem. Thi s change i n 
pl ans has been ver y bad al l  t he way ar ound, as al l  t he t eacher s out  on 
annual  l eave wer e at  t hi s t i me en r out e to Por t  Apache to be t her e on Monday; 
t he st udent s wer e packi ng f ur ni t ur e had been shi pped ahead, and even r at i on 
poi nt s had been f or war ded to t he I ndi an Ser vi ce f or  t he use of  t he peopl e 
f rom her e. The i mpl i cat i ons of  t hi s r ef usal  of  per mi ssi on to young peo- ple 
who had r ef r ai ned f r om r el ocat i ng and pr omi sed to st ay on anot her  year  
her e out  of  a sense of  dut y, to at t end a cour se of  i nst r uct i on whi ch was 
desi gned to hel p them i n t he Amer i canzat i on of  t he chi l dr en her e, ar e pr et t y 
ser i ous. I  have l ear ned t hat  Mr . N. advi sed t hat  Head ask t he Gover nbr 's 
sanct i on some weeks ago, bef or e speci al  i nst r uct or s wer e hi r ed, and pl ans 
went  f ur t her . The advi ce was not  t aken, and t he Gov. l ear ned i ndi r ect l y 
of  t he "pl ot " to t ake t he ki ds t o Apache. 

The gener al  f eel i ng her e i s t hat  i t  i s onl y t he l ar ge- l oomi ng of  
segr egat i on t hat  has pr event ed a bl ow- up over  bot h t he empl oyment- cut  and 
t he Apache mat t er . I  coul d expound on bot h t hese subj ect s, but  my t i me i s 
shor t  and I  want  to get  t hi s l et t er  of f  to you whi l e I  have a t ypewr i t er . 

I  have l ear ned a good deal  of  t he di f f i cul t i es ar i s i ng f r om t he 
soubl e j ur i sdi ct i on exer ci sed her e. The evacuees have waver ed bet ween be-
l i ef  i n what  t he I ndi an Ser vi ce says and what  WRA says, and t hey seem to 



have a geni us f or  cont r adi ct i ng each ot her , and t end now to "bel i eve not hi ng 
ei t her  says. I  .have a much bet t er  knowl edge of  what  act ual l y happened and 
t he r el at i on of  one event  to anot her  i n t he Post  on "I nci dent *1 t han I  ever  
had bef or e. Of f i c i al  r epor t s sent  i n to Washi ngt on r eveal  f ar  l ess t han t hey 
conceal , I  have concl uded. 

My f i r s t  day her e I  sat  i n at  a meet i ng of  t he manpower  commi ssi on, 
wher e t he chi ef  t opi c of  di scussi on was t he cut t i ng of  empl oyment  f or  t he 
month of  August . Next  day I  was pr esent  at  t he meet i ng of  Uni t  I ' s Bl ock 
Manager s. As t he onl y per son on hand f rom Washi ngt on, I  was asked t o hel p 
quash t he rumor  t hat  Post on was cl osi ng Sept ember  1. The next  mor ni ng t he 
Chr oni cl e cont ai ned an expl i c i t  ar t i c l e out l i ni ng segr egat i on and l i f t ed from 
t he Hohwer  paper . I t  was r un al l  ar ound a st at ement , o f f i c i al , ver i f yi ng 
t he choi ce of  Tul e Lake as a segr egat i on cent er . Thi s was r el eased to Post on 
at  3:00 P .M. t he pr evi ous day. The evacuees had been t ol d t hat  det ai l s of  
t he program woul d be gi ven them t he mi nut e t he s t af f  had t hem. Then simul -
t aneousl y comes t he Rohwer  paper , showi ng t hat  Rohwer  had been i n possessi on 
of  t he f act s some days ear l i er  or  el se t hat  t he admi ni st r at i on her e was de-
l i ber at el y l yi ng when i t  sai d i t  di d not  have t he det ai l s . That  was one 
mess. The For t  Apache di sappoi nt ment  br oke, and t hen came t he Exami ner  ar-
t i c l e quot i ng, or  I  t r ust , mi squot i ng t he Di r ect or , and soundi ng as i f  sun-
down of  day af t er  tomorrow woul d f i nd, ever y l i v i ng soul  removed f r om al l  
pr oj ect s but  Tul e Lake. 

The cl osed meet i ng of  al l  t he key evacuees was hel d to t r y to work 
out  al l  t hese pr obl ems. J ust  bef or e i t  came o f f , Nel son got  me out  of  my 
bar r acks and sai d t he act i ng di r ect or , Bur ge, and he bot h f el t  i t  woul d hel p 
i f  I  woul d wr i t e a st at ement  f or  publ i cat i on i n t he next  day's Chr oni cl e i n 
bot h l anguages, on t he abandonment  of  Post on t heme, and i f  I  woul d at t end 
t hi s cl osed meet i ng and speak up at  need. It  was cer t ai nl y a new r ol e f or  
me, but  I  was abl e to st at e t hat  I  had not  hear d, ei t her  at  t he Conf er ence 
of  P .D.s or  at  t he l ast  s t af f  meet i ng, anyt hi ng at  al l  to i ndi cat e t hat  any-
one dreamed of  cl osi ng any pr oj ect  unt i l  t i me and r el ocat i on had decr eased 
t he popul at i on to t he poi nt  wher e economy necessi t at ed combi ni ng t he cent er s. 
They al so asked i f  Tul e Lake was to be r un l i ke an i nt er nment  camp by t he 
ar my. They wer e ver y wor r i ed on t hat  scor e. I  spoke wi t h consi der abl e as-
sur ance on t hat  poi nt , but  by gol l y , by t he t i me eveni ng came yest er day, I  
began to wonder  mysel f , i f  Post on maybe wasn't  goi ng t o be t ur ned over  to pr i -
soner s of  war ! These rumors get  you, af t er  a whi l e. I  r epor t ed f or mer l y 
t hat  at  Gi l a, t he per sonnel , i ncl udi ng t he P .D. asked me ver y ser i ousl y i f  
I  knew whet her  Gi l a Ri ver  was goi ng to be abandoned. I  was dumbfounded, t hat  
ear l y i n t hi s t r i p, but  sai d I  hadn't  hear d anyt hi ng about  any such not i on, 
and i t  seemed ver y f ant ast i c to me. I  assur e you i t  i s a ver y new exper i ence 
to me to be t r eat ed as i f  I  knew somet hi ng about  what  makes WRA r un, and I  
f i nd mysel f  bei ng shaken wi t h i nwar d mi r t h ver y f r equent l y. On t he ot her  
hand, l et  me assur e you t hat  I  have been ver y di scr eet  about  anyt hi ng I  
ut t er ed, st uck f ast  to sayi ng onl y what  was f act  when I  was i n Washi ngt on, 
and bent  over  backwar d to avoi d any i nf er ence bei ng dr awn t hat  I  was mother-
conf essor  to Di l l on Myer . 

I  had a l ong and f r ui t f ul  i nt er vi ew wi t h Mr . Sodono, a pi oneer  of  
I mper i al  Val l ey, a per f ect l y wonder f ul  ol d man. I  had a secr et ar y t ake down 
ever yt hi ng he sai d�and i t  was f or t unat e, as he t al ks r api dl y and al l  hi s 



l et t er s el l s ar e r ' s , so t hat  t he evacuee gi r l  was much bet t er  abl e t o cope 
wi t h t he f l ow t han I . Anot her  i nt er vi ew wi t h a daught er  of  t he Samur ai  
near l y s i e w me. She i s a ver y i nt el l i gent  and hi ghl y educat ed woman, doi ng 
r esear ch on Lei ght on's pr oj ect . Her  r ec i t al  of  t he occupat i on days her e, 
and at  t he assembl y cent er s was pr et t y har d t o t ake. I t  wasn!t  an of f i c i al  
r epor t , but  t he spoken wor d of  a per son whose charm and wi t  woul d make her  
out st andi ng anywher e and who had been t hr ough t hi s sheep- her di ng pr ocess. 
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i t  f i nal l y was cooked we t ook out  papei  pl at es and put  i n t he meat  besi de 

t he sal ad and cakes. We dr ank soda pops and t or e of f  hunks of  Fr ench br ead 

and st ar t ed eat i ng wi t h our  f i nger s because we f or got  t he f or ks . Even 

t hough a l i t t l e sand got  on t he sal ad, and meat  i t  cer t  i nl y t ast ed good 

because ai l  of  us wer e near l y st ar ved. 

About  a hundr ed f eet  f r om t he ocean t her e was a hi gh c l i f f  whi ch came 

r i ght  down t o t he beach. I t  was for med by t he sand whi ch had har dened and 

i t  was so st eep t hat  we had t o bui l d st eps t o go up t o t he t op. On t he 

f ace of  t he c l i f f  we car ved out  our  names and went  cl i mbi ng al l  over  i t , 

maki ng foothol ci s wi t h a l i t t l e hat chet . Ther e was one pl ace where t he 

c l i f f  was al most  per pendi cul ar  t o t he gr ound so I  went  t her e and car ved 

my i ni t i al s . Wni l e I  was ai di ng t he f i ni shi ng t ouches t o i t  I  dug i nt o a 

smal l  hol e and a scor pi an came out . I t  scar ed me so much t hat  I  near l y 

f el l  of f  and st ar t ed t o sl i de do n t owar ds t he st eep par t  but  my f r i end 

r eached over  wi t h a st i ck and I  gr abbed i t  j ust  i n t i me. We k i l l ed t he scor  

pi an and exami ned i t . Si nce t hi s was t he f i r s t  t i  e I  had seen one I  t nought  

t hat  al l  scor , i ans l ooked l i ke t hi s one. I t  was sor t  of  t r anspar ent  and 

t he col or  of  i t  was r ed. I t  was about  one and one hal f  i nches i n l engt h 

and wasn't  ver y l ar ge. 

Af t er  pl ayi ng ar ound f or  awhi l e we made a s l i de on t hat  c l i f f . Si nce 

t hi s c l i f f  was near l y at  h î  as one of  Post on's wat er  t ower s, nobody want-

ed t o be t he f i r s t  one t o t r y i t . Lat er  one of  t he boys got  enough ner ve 

t o sl i de down and t h ot her  f ol l owed. Once we went  down t her e i t  wasn't  

so bad t h second t i me and al l  af t er noon we j uet  cl i mbed u_ and s l i d down 

t he c l i f f . Lat er  we st ar t ed t o make more danger ous ones ana when v.e v/ent  



down one of  t hese we coul dn't  stoj . even t hough we want ed t o, because i t  

was so st eep. Ther e wer e many bumps on the wa? down so t he sl i de was l i ke 

a snake. - >hen we hi t  one of  t hese bump® whi l e goi ng dov.n we woul d go f l y-

i ng up and come down on our  seat s and i t  sur e woul d hur t . Once when I  was 
* 

goi ng down I  hi t  a l ar ge bump and when I  came down I  l ost  cont r ol  and r ol l -

ed down t he c l i f f  down t o t he beach. 

When I  t i r ed I  got  my camera and t ook pi ct ur es of  t he boys comi ng down, 

I  al so t ook pi ct ur es of  them maki ng t he s l i de, t he pi ct ur e of  some of  t he 

l ar gest  f i s h, and a pi ct ur e of  t he boys eat i ng. We al so br ought  al ong some 

guns so we shot  at  t ar get s pl aced on t he c l i f f . When our  bul l et s r an out  

we went  t o t he s l i de agai n. 

At  f or  p.m. we headed f or  home, and. when we r eached t h r e I  hear d many 

peopl e t al ki ng t oout  Pear l  Har bor . I  l i st ened t o them f or  awhi l e ana went  

t o nr" r adi o and l i st ened t o i t  t o see i i  i t  was t r ue. The det ai l s of  t he 

Pear l  Har bor  at t ack was gi ven so I  deci ded t hat  i t  must  be t r ue. I  di dn't  

expect  a war  t o st ar t  t hi s ear l y but  I  knew t hat  a war  woul d begi n sooner  

or  l at er . I  had r ead i n magazi nes ana newspaper s t h t  J apan had a t hi r d 

cl ass ai r  f or ce and t hat  t he war sn ps were bui l t  t op heavy and wer e no good. 

The ai r pl anes of  J apan used i n Chi na must  have been about  t hi r d cl ass 

but  si nce t hey had no opposi t i on t hey di dn't  need any good ai r pl anes. The 

zer o f i ght er s and bombers t hey ar e us ng now ar e cer t ai nl y on of  t he wor l d's 

be&t . The aer o f i ght er  has a 1,650 hor sepower  engi ne nd i t  car r i es two 

cannons and two machi ne guns, The best  par t  of  i t  i s t h t  i t  i s hi ghl y 

manuver abl e andi t  can c l i b up way i nt o t he st r at ospher e. Last  year  I  

r ead a newspaper  headl i ne wh ch sai d t hat  t ue Uni t ed St at es Navy can wi pe 
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out  t he J apanese Navy i n two weeks i f  i t  had a chance. The war  h s been 

goi ng on f  or  over  t en months and t he J apanese ns.vy i s st :.l l  st r ong and 

danger ous. The J apanese army showed i t s st r engt h when i t  capt ur ed Si ng-

apor e i n a f ew mont hs. Thi s was a ver y st r ong f or t r ess andi t  was suppos-

ed - to t ake J apan about  t en year s t o capt ur e i t . 

Trie r est  of  t re f ami l y was f eel i ng sad £>, ut  t h war  st ar t i ng, so t hey 

di dn't  t al k about  i t  soi  much. The J apanese school  qui t  a l i t t l e l at er  and 

we al so qui t  t aki ng kendo and j udo l essons. I n San Lui s Obi spo we used 

t o go t o t he J apanese school  r i ght  af t er  we f i ns i hed hi gh school . The 

t eacher  we had gave us a l ot  of  home work aod i t  was pr et t y har d so I  

wasn't  ver y sor r y t en we qui t  i t . I  di dn't  want  t o q i t  j udo but  si noe 

t he t eacher  went  back t o mr  j ust  bef or e t he war , we di dn't  have any j udo. 

in / 

Ahe day af t er  t he war  st ar t ed we went  t o school  as usual y but  t hey di dn't  

t al k about  t he war  as much as I  had expect ed them t o. Dur i ng t he second 

per i od we went  i nt o t he audi t or i um and had t o l i s t en t o t he Pr es i dent 's 

speech. Dur i ng t hat  speech I  di dn't  f eel  good s i t t i ng i n t her e be-

cause I  knew t hat  many peopl e i n t her e woul d have a gr ud e agai nst  us . 

Af t er  t he Pr esi dent  had f i ni shed hi s pecch t he pr i nc i pal  of  our  school  

gave us anot her  speech concer ni ng us . He sai d t hat  he f el t  sor r y f or  us 

and t hat  he want s nobody t o t ease us or  anyt h ng l i ke t hat . Af t er  t he f i r s t  

week i n t he war  nobody t al ked t o us about  t he war . Ever y t hi ng went  al on« 

as t hough t her e was no war  and I  s t i l l  got  al ong pr et t y wel l  wi t h my f r i ends , 

i nspi t e of  t he war . Most  of  t he st udent s i n t hat  school  wer e pr et t y good 

f el l ows and we never  even got  t eased and nobody cal l ed us "J aps'1 as I  had 

expect ed them t o do. The onl y way we wer e r emi nded t hat  t her e was a war  

go ng on was, t h,t  we had air-  dr i l l s qui t e of t en. Si nce we l i ved near  t he 



coast , t her e was a chance t hat  we Bight  g t  bombed, f r om t he J apanese bomb-

er s . When t her e was an ai r  r ai d dr i l l  t he bel l  r ang di f f er ent l y, f r q® t he 

f i r e dr i l l . We i mmedi at el y stfcod up and i narched out  i n or der . St udent s 

wer e appoi nt ed, t o cl ose t he wi ndows and. .shut t er s, and anot her  er son l ed 

t he ot her s out  of  t he cl assr oom. We mar  chad down t o he h. .31 and l i ned up 

i n our  pr oper  pl aces. Our  hal l  was suppose t o be a ver y good bomb shel -

t er  because t her e were rooms on bot h si de of  us and over  us was a doubl e 

r oof . Dur i ng a f i r e many peopl e get  k i l l ed because t he peopl e get  pani cky 

and don't  know what  t hey ar e doi ng. I f  t hey wer e t r ai ned t o mar ch out  i n 

or der  t hen t he number  of  peopl e k i l l ed and i nj ur ed Woul d be r educed con-

si der abl y. 

Not  l ong af t er  t he war  st ar t ed we st ar t ed hear i ng st or i es about  many 

J apanese bei ng k i l l ed by t he F i l i pi nos i n col d bl ood. Some of  t he F i l -

i pi nos »vent  al ong and when t hey came t o a J apanese home t hey knocked on 

the door , - «hen somebody came out  t o answer  the door  he was snot , and t he 

bad par t  of  i t  was t hat  not hi ng was done ab ut  t hese k i l l i ngs . Many peo-

pl e were al so kni f ed i n t he back. Even t hough nobody i n San Lui s Obi spo 

was k i l l ed or  wounded we saw some F i l i pi now i n a car  pass back and f or t h i n 

f r ont  of  our  pl ace, î nce t heseF i l i pi nos di dn't  l i ve a ouxri  her e t hey 

must  have been t r yi ng t o get  somebody. Anot her  t i me I  went  i nt o a st or e 

and I  saw a F i l i pi no exami ni ng t her i f l es t her e  ̂ so I  wal ked out  of  t her e 

i n a hur r y. Af t  r  t hi s I  al ways kept  my gun l oaded at  home t o be sur e 

t n t  no one woul d come i n and t r y t o sh©t  us . When we went  sometahere 

we .usual l y went  ar ound i n gangs. £or  awhi l e t her e we,.e many f i  ht s be-

t ween t he F i l i pi nos and t he J apanese. When I  came t o Del ano t ner e was f i ght  

because of  a cr pp game. The F i l i pi no was cr azy enough t o pi ck 



on someone w o knew j udo. When t he f i ght  ended t he ot her  F i l i pi nos car r i ed 

away t he beat en F i l i p i no . 

A f e weeks af t e t he ar  st ar t ed a or dei  ease out  t hat  we had t o t ur n 

i n our  guns, swor ds, r adi os , and case,as . I n our  t own i t  was al l  r i ght  

t o keep our  r adi os i f  w© t o k out  t he shor t  wave c i l  f or  i t , so we t ook 

our s o t and di dn' t  have t o t ur n i t  i n . I  al so had two cameras but  I  got  

a per mi t  f r om t he sher r i f f  t o keep them because I  was t aki ng some pi ct ur es 

f or  our  hi gh school  annual . The onl  t i l i ng t hat  I t emed i n was my r i f l e 

and I  sur e fet ed t o l ose i t  but  I  t hought  t hat  i f  I  kspt  i t  I  woul d get  

i nt o t r oubl e so I  t unned i t  i n . vhen I  went  t o t he pol i ce st at i on t o t ur n 

i t  i  p my gun was about  t he best  one t her e. Some of  t hese guns wer e r ust -

ed so much t hat  t he t r i gger  woul dn't  even work but  t he ot her s we® pr et t y 

good. To be si ne t hat  i w oul dn't  r us t , I  ¿,ut  on a t hi ck l ayer  of  gr ease 

on t han a-  t er  c l eani ng. I t  was wra.t  ped i n a gr eased c i ot h and a dr y 

cl ot h was put  over  t hi s one. Af t er  si gni ng t he necessar y paper s f or  i t  and 

get t i ng t he r ecei pt  I  had t o answ r  some quest i ons and have my f i nger pr i nt  

t aken. The per son who was b o m i n J apan h ad t o feave pi ct ur es t aken wi t h 

numbers ar ound t hei r  n cks l i ke an or di nar y cr i mi nal . 

J ust  bef or e we had t o t ur n i n our  weapons and our  come.- as t he pol i ce 

r ai ded my nei ghbor 's pl ace and t ook away al l  hi s phot ogr aphi c equi pment . 

He hi d come f r om Sal i nas t o make hi s l i v i ng her e. Ther e wer e two br ot her s 

and t hey w r e t he one who t ook us t o t he f i shi ng t r i p. The ol  er  one sup-

por t ed hi s yonger  br ot her  who went  t o Cal i f or ni a Pol yt echni c i n San Lui s 
j -

Obi spo. He made hi s 1 vi ng by d vel  pi ng and pr i nt i ng t he r ol l s of  f i l m 

t nat  t he peopl e br ought  t o t he dr ug t or e. When t hey r ai ded hi s pl ace 
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»> t o- EOA* I NTO T¿* C. V U I T À I A T- W* U - Y o ut  I  DI U I ' T II- ..V a 

i  a i  t o« t n ü t l l i W w W w« w«at  80B*¿>l ,c.» on ti*.-  e r  m u êc t o t - k* t ,.«» 
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Bay near  Caucus. Tni s pl ace was~abo t  f i f t een mi l es away f r om oan Lui s 

Obi spo and i t  was ear l y i n t he morn ng when t he t or pedo st r uck t he t i nker . 

Aher e was a gr e at  r oar  and even t he wi : dow i n San Lui s Obi spo r at t l ed f r om 

t he concussi on of  t he bl as t , �l ong t he coast  on t he way t o Pi smo beach t hey 

have l ar ge coast  ar t i l l er y guns empl aced ¿.l ong t he h i l l  near  t he beach. These 

t aer e camouf l aged wi t h net s and t he sol di e- s were onguar d day and ni ght . 

These guns wer e pl aced t o war d of f  any at t empt ed i nvasi ons on t hat  coast  and 

al so t o shoot  at  submar i nes and bat t l eshi ps i f  t hey came v/i t hi ng r ange. 

One day i n J anaur y we he r d r umor s t h. t  we woul d have t o get  out  of  San 

Lui s Ooi spo. I  t al ked i t  over  wi t h my f r i ends anc we di dn't  t hi nk t h t  t hey 

woul d make us get  outoi ' our  homes, because we wer e c i t i zens and we had a 

r i ght  t o l i ve t her e j ust  l i ke any ot h r  X®er i can c i t i zen. Lat er  I  f ound 

out  t h.t  t hat  bei ng a c i t i zen of  t hus di dn't  roe n anyt hi ng. I f  i t  

w s t r ue t hat  we had tomove out  we di dn't  t hi nk t hat  i t  woul d b ver y soon 

and we di dn't  hear  anyt hi ng about  i t  f or  awhi l e. I n Febr uar y we r ead i n t he 

newspapi  r t hat  we mi ght  have t o get  out  and t hey were consi der i ng i t . Thi s 

got  us wor r i ed and we wonder ed where we coul d go. 

I t  was dur i ngt hi s t i me t h t  t hepol i ce came ar ound t o ever y J aoanose 

home and sear ched i t . I n our  house t hey f ound a school  uni f or m whi ch t hey 

�wore i n J apan. I t  bel ongd t o m, uncl e and t hepol i ce sever el y quest i oned 

hi m. He had a ver y har d t i me t r yi ng t o expl ai n t he pol i cemen t hat  i t  was 

onl y a school  uni f or m and not  a mi l i t ar y ni f or m. He al so had t > pr ove t hat  

he had not  mi l i t ar y t r ai ni ng i n J apan and al so answer ed some ot aer  ausur d 

quest i ons. Ahese men t hat  sear ched t he J apanese homes usual l y dr ank "sake" 

a ver y st r ong J apanese wi ne made f r om r i ce, at  each home. By t he t .me t hey 

f i ni shed sear chi ng al l  t he nomes, some of  tuem wer e so dr unk t hat  t hey di dn't  

know what  t hey wer e aoi  ,G. One of  t he pol i ce j oked and sai d as he l ef t , 



"t hey ought  t o l et  us sear ch your  h mes more of t en so t hat  we coul d, get  
\  

dr unk agai n". 

'A def eni t e or der  came out  t h t  we had t  get  out  of  San Lui s Obi spo be-

f or e t he 24t h of  Febr uar y. xai s was alp ut  on t he 10t h so we had t  . get  

busy and be r eady t o get  out . We Had t o sel l  most  of  t he t i l i ngs whi ch we 

coul d not  car r y on our  t r uck. Smnce roost  of  t he sec nd ear l er s knew t hat  

we woul d have t o sel l  our  t hi ngs whet her  we want ed t o or  not  t hey of f er ed 

us l i t t l e money f or  our  goods, but  we had t  sel l  i t  anyway. A'or  i nst ance, 

we had t  sel l  our  pi ano f or  #4, a new f ot y gal l on w t er  heat er  and our  

sof a t oget her  f or  #14.50, and t hi r t y chai r s and a t  bl e f or  .17.00. *her e 

we r e ot her  t hi ngs whi ch we pr act i cal l y gave away t o t he j unk deal es. Af t e r  

get t i ng a l l  of  our  t hi ngs sel d and t he ot her  t hi ngs packed we we.. er  r eady t o 

i ;Ove. I  went  t o school  ana got  my dr &wi nf s t h t  Xmade i n Mechani cal  draw-

i ng but  si nce t hi s was dr awl  rig of  Engl  nd's Su, cr mar i ne Spi t f i r e I  had t o 

dest r oy i t  because t he F . E . I , mi ght  cat c me wi t h i t  anduse i t  as an ex-

cuse t o r  ke my f at her  t o a concent r  t -  n carop. I  al so dest r oyed t h ai i \  l ane 

model s t h t  I  made. One of  them was a two f eet  mode-  of  t ae ,S. Cur t i ss 

p- 4u. "i nce we coul dn't  t- .ke a.±l  of  our  t hi ngs i n one t r uck_o .d we l ef t  

some of  t he t h ng i n our  house. V; e hac t o make about  t hr ee truck- ioads al l  

t oget h r  t o t ake al l of  our  t  dngs 't  Fr es no wher e we i nt ended t  go. When 

we came back f or  the sec rid t r uckl oad t hey wal ked i nt o "the caf e and f ound 

one j unk deal er  at t empt i ng t o wal k of f  wi t h t h casn r egi s t er , we al so 

f ound t h t  the. washi ng machi ng mac- ine was st ol en. 

On Febr u r y 18t h, we moved t o Fr es o whi ch was about onehuodr ed and 

f i f t y mi l es awa; . We st  yed t n; r ui n a house wi t h our  f r i end who al so moved 

f rom San Lui s Obi spo, r̂ esno was a l ar g r  c i t y toi  t awh. t  I  t aoght . I t  had 

a popul  t _on of  �.bout  60,000 peo l e so i t  v.as ver y easy t o get  l o t  i n t he 
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t own. That  ni ght  when we r eached Fr esno my f at her  and uncl e went  back t o 

San Lui s Obi spo f or  anot her  l oad. They came back agai n t he next  day but  

had t o t ake t he t r uck back f or  t he l ast  l oad. Si nce t hey made t hr ee t r uck 

l oads t he gar age was f ul l  of  t he t hi ngs t hat  we coul dn't  l eave i nsi de t he 

house. The next  day af t er  r eachi ng Fr esno, my f r i end and I  went  t o t he church 

and wat ched t he ot her s comi ng i n from San Lui s Obi spo. Si nce t her e were no 

vacant  houses ar ound t her e, many of  t he f ami l i es sl ept  i nsi de t he chur ch. Vie 

al so wal ked down t o t he t own t o see what  i t  was l i k e. Af t er  wal ki ng ar ound and 

seei ng t he i nt er est i ng par t s of  t he c i t y we st ar t ed on our  way home. We were 

passi ng t hr ough Chi nat own and pass a caf e when we saw a Chi naman gl ar i ng at  

us f rom i nsi de t he wi ndow f ol l ow7ng our  st eps wi t h hi s eyes. Af t er  passi ng 

through t hat  st r eet  we sur e got  out  of  Chi nat own i n a. hur r y and we hur r i ed 

al ong ever yt i me we passed t hat  caf e. 

Si nce I  s t i l l  had my bi cyc l e, I  went  r i di ng ar ound t he c i t y , but  l at er  

I  f ound t hat  i t  was saf er  t o wal k . Ther e were t i mes when I  went  t hr ough t he 

mai n st r eet  dodgi ng t he car s arid somet i mes I  used t o get  caught  i n a t r af f i c 

jam and bar el y sl i pped out  al i ve. Car s were al l  ar ound me and i f  I  made 

I  s l i p I  mi ght  get  hi t  so i t  was pr et t y danger ous. Once I  near l y was hi t  

by a bus t hat  shot  out  f r om a par ki ng pl ace so I  di dn't  go ar ound Mai n St r eet  

as much as I  used t o af t er  t hat  exper i ence. Most  of  t he t i me I  used t o t ake 

my f r i end f or  r i de and scar e hi m as much as I  coul d. I  woul d go t owar ds a 

t r ee at  f ul l  speed and swer ve away when I  was wi t hi n a f ew f eet  of  i t  but  

somet i mes T came t o cl ose and cl i pped my handl ebar s but  I  was l ucky t hat  I  

never  rammed i nt o a t r ee. At  ot her  t i mes, I  used t o z i g zag t hr ough t he 

t r ees t hat  gr ew ar ound t he chur ch but  of t en t i mes I  scar ed mysel f  more t han 

t he boy t hat  was r i di ng wi t h me. 
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One day we went  t o t he Fr esno Par k on t he ot her  si de of  t he c i t y . I t  

was a beaut i f ul  par k wi t h l awn gr owi ng al l  over  t he pl ace and ponds scat t er ed 

her e and t her e. ?&ien we f i r s t  r eached t her e, we went  t o t he ponds and wat ched 

t he many di f f er ent  var i et i es of  ducks and wi l d f owl  swimming al ong. The 200 

was a l i t t l e f ar t her  i n and upon r eachi ng t her e, t he f i r s t  t hi ng t hat  we not i ced 

wer e t he monkeys. As usual  t hey had a l ar ge crowd wat chi ng them do t hei r  st unt s 

and t he l i t t l e chi l dr en wat ched them gl eef ul l y . Most  of  them wer e r i cki ng f l eas 

of f  of  each ot her 's back but  one l i t t l e monkey woul d go up t o a hi gh pl ace and 

pr et end t o f al l  and cat ch t he bar s wi t h hi s f i nger t i ps . Next  we went  t o see 

t he l i ons , 'eapor ds, and t he ot her  j ungl e ani mal s, f l hi l e we rrere wat chi ng 

two l eapor ds, t hey near l y st ar t ed t o f i ght  but  al l  t hey di d was t o gr owl  and 

scr at ch each ot her . Next  we came t o t he most  col or f ul  par t  of  t he zoo, t he 

cape where t he wi l d bi r ds were kept . The var i ous names were wr i t t en on a 

boar d i n t he cage but  we coul dni t  even pr onouce t hem. Besi de t he bi r d cages 

wer e t he r ept i l es but  we di dn't  st ay t her e ver y l ong. Af t er  wal ki ng ar ound t he 

par k once mor e, we st ar t ed home but  we st opped on t he way and pl ayed basket -

bal l  and f oot bal l  at  a pl aygr ound. Af t er  t i r i ng of  t hat , we pl ayed on t he 

svi r g and t he bar s bef or e headi ng f or  home. That  ni ght  we went  ar ound t he 

ci t y on a car  and saw t he c i t y by ni ght  but  af t er  r i di ng ar ound f or  awhi l e, 

I  di dn't  even know what  par t  of  town wexsr  were i n. We went  t o l ook at  t he 

Fr esno Hi gh School  and l at er  went  t o see t he Kdi son Hi gh School  where I  was 

expect i ng t o at t end. 

The next  day we went  t o see our  f r i ends i n Di nuba. One t he way, we 

st opped t o stee one of  our  f r i ends who had j ust  moved i n t he ni ght  bef or e 

from San Lui s Obi spo. They had j ust  br ought  t hei r  l oad and wer e l oadi ng t hei r  

I  

\ 

I  



t r uck agai n and t hey had t o move out  t he next  day t hat  t hey moved i n. We 

hel ped them l oad t hei r  f ur ni t ur e and t r unks and af t er  t al ki ng f or  awhi l e 

we moved on agai n. They t ol d us eoroethings t hat  happened i n San Lui s Obi spo 

af t er  we moved out . About  two days af t er  moving out  of  t her e, the F . B. I . 

r ai ded t hat  pl ace and t ook near l y ever y J apanese man who hadn 't  moved yet . 

They s t i l l  had f our  days i n whi ch t o move out  but  t ne F . B. I , t ook them 

anyway. One f ami l y was j ust  get t i ng r eady t o move out  and t hey were l oadi ng 

up t hei r  t r uck wnen t nei r  f at her  was taker , away. The boy had t o work hard t o 

¿9t  t he t r uck l oaded and t he house cl eaned because hi s f at her  was t aken 

i way. Tney were bet t er  oi f  t nan anot her  l ady who had uhree smal l  chi l dr en, 

and her  husband was t aken away. Our  ni eghbor  was al so t aken and he had a 

son i n trie Uni t ed st at es Army t oo. The boy was sad because hi s f at her  was 

i n a concent r at i on camp and hi s ol der  br ot her  i n tne ar my, as t ney woul c have 

a har d t ime moving out . 

On Febr uar y 28t h exact l y t en days af t er  we had r eached Fr esno we hac t o 

move agai n. Thi s t i me we had t o move t o Del ano". Thi s t r i p w ¿n't  as f ar  

a,, t he l ast  one but  i t  sur e was' t i r esome t o be moving ar ound al l  the t i me. 

I n a f ew hour s we r  ached Del ano and unl oaded al l  of  our  t hi n. s i n our  nouse. 

T:ie next  day anot her  boy, my uncl e and I  went  back f or  the second t r i p. e 

sto ; c: t he t r uck and t he dr i v r  was t r yi ng t o f i x i t  but  i t  was pr et t y 

hard because he di dn't  have t he proper  t ool s. An Amer i can boy came al ong 

and he hel ped us f i x i t . He l i ved near  t he pl ace where we ere stopper , so 

he ?;ot  hi s t ool s and hel ped us out . I f  i t  . asn't  f or  him we never  woul d have 

got  >ut  unl ess we cal l ed a mechani c, Y.e st ar t ed out  agai n but  se hear d some 

queer  noi ses coming out  of  t he engi ne. Af t er  goi ng a fev m .l es e st op .- ed 



agai n l cokcd at  i t . The M &t f f r  M been t or n up by t he f an hi t t i ng 

- i- Sainst  i t , bee va* t he gener at or  was r ai sed t oo hi gh. The - .'.iter  *i i t  l eak-

i ng out  of  t her e and i f  we * ant  any ar t her  i t  «.mi d. bur », out  t he engi ne so 

l o t h e r  a»© boys wal k d back t o Kl agf t bur g* ')n t he way t hey hi c t o st c at  

����'.ver y nouse and see i f  t hey coul d uae t he .. .:>m but  s i nce t i ; - y wor e 

£ � aooody woul d l et  thee- , use i t , a ,eo t hey r eached Ki ng«bur g t hey tel f?-

phoned l a- ian. � cv: t h; -  � aroso i el ana dr ove our  car  . . t o our  t r uck . 

Si nce wy ;at t er  s an al i en i t  was danger ous f or  h.*e t o be-  dr i v i ng ar ound 

i t  ni ght , a© the boys br ought  t he car . I  had t o « i t  f :. cm f our  p.®. unt i l  

t en a.®» unt i l  t hey caae. I  cer t ai nl y was t i r ed of  '- ai t  ng but  i f  I  1- f t  t he 

t r u;i k ��. ra � r:<ody »i- - .it  at op anc. s t eal  so«« of  our  t hi ngs on t he t r uck* 

'¿nay i  i n X - y c ne i n t he car  we t i ed t he t r uck wi t h a c aai i  and gul l ed i t  

wi t h t he ear , \ t  f i r s t  wc t i ed i t  bumper  t o t ouapcr  but  the: cai  a ayv- d 

much, t hat  t hey st opped and r et i ed i t . "ven t hough t he car  s .ay � ,- et- ty . 

snuch and wc had some ver y cl ose shi vas e r e chad Del ano s af el y . Ever y-

t i ne t he car  sl o-  d down anc sta:: t ed of f  t he ear  «as j er ked and I  t hought  

t hat  t u baa er  woul d be pul l ed o f  because t he t r uck was f ul l y l oaded r.nd 

i t  as pr et t y heavy. 

l ' f ew cays af t er  r e chi ng Del ano we si gned up t o go t o school . Thi s school  

had -  n a u d i t o r ! » and caf et er i a. Si nce i t  «as sade r ecent l y , i t  /.as ver y 

goo, l ooki ng an-  i n t hat  school  we had a-  ¿eai bl i es about  t wo or  tar- a: t i nes 

a week i a there- . Xhen I  f t  r- t  st ar t ed school  I  di d not  hav*- . an;-  M e n d s 

t her e, so I  di d not  have nuch f un. Lat er  I  got  acquai nt ed wi t h MQT CJ UUHK 

�at c e end i t  was f un goi ng t o school  al t er  t hat . For  awhi l e I  wor ked out  i n 

t he l et t uce pat ch i n Del ano ant! we nade f i f t y cent s an hour  whi ch it> about  as 

ni ch i  v -a« l ie i n ., � y at  Bost on. 
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I  n- ver  di e b? l ie ve i n supe-  st i t l on but  on r i  r  l r̂ ch XI  t h tht  F . 8. I . 

cam al ong a.ad t ook my f at her  t o a concent r at i on caap, so i t  w&t  bad l uck 

c.ay l or  .us« Sot  onl y t hat  but  t hey eaae i n and sear ched ever y cor ner  of  om* 

house, t aki ng out  sui t  cases and t ossi ng out  evsr yt hi ng i n i t  end e «.mi ni ng 

i t . r!y dosk � nd sui t  cages were a »ess af t er  t hey got  t hr ought  wi t h tnem 

and si n * t hey di dn't  M « l  t o cl ean i t  up t ney di dn't  car e. My aunt  sent  me 

a l e t ar  and i t  .had j  ;st  come t hat  day. The X, got  i t  and t ook i t  ' 

wi t h t he» and di dn't  even l et  me r ead i t  so I  di dn't  koov, vm t  i t  «ai d i n there- . 

I  wrote t o her  and t  I d her  about  i t  t aut  she di dn't  car e because t her e sat  

not hi ng bad wr i t t en t her - , but  I  s t i l l  woul d l i ke t o get  i t  back so t hat  I  

asm r ead i t . They al so t ook al ong wi t h t hen some ot her  ar t i c l e» such as 

J apa».?se m ¿as l nes. They di dn't  even gi ve hi « en ugh t i ae to pack hi s sui t  

ca;,e f ul l  so he onl y had a hal f  aut i  case f ul l  of  c l ot hes . Lat e we sent  

hi ® a sui t  case f ul l  of  t he cl ot hes vhi ch he di dn't  have t i »e t o A- aak# a-

t he was f i r s t  t aken t o Fr esno and pl aced i n a j ai l  t her e. I n t hat  j ai l  

t he f ood ;as t er r i bl e and t he co f ee t hey had t o dr i nk di dn't  have any 

or  cr  a* i . i t . The f ood t hey »ads (beans) di dn't  have any sal t  or  ot her  

s. i ces i n i t  so i t  di dn't  t a t e ver y good. When he got  out  of  t her e t hey 

t ook hi m t o 'har p Par k Concent r at i on Caap. He spent  hi s t i ae t her e uni t l  t hey 

l et  hi ® out  and he c am t o Post on about  a month and a hal  ago. Tr ey t ook 

a- ay wi t hout  any r eason at  al l  and i t  seesed t o us t hat  t hey t ook hi « so t hat  

i t  woul d be har der  f or  us . We su e had a h u d t i ae when we had t o aove r gai n, 

.but  a «an hel ped u so i t  waan't .so bad. A j $t * weeks l at er  V r v < 

- nd t ook near l y ever y J apanese aaa i n Del ano. 

Our  school  t er a was near l y over and i t  was a f *w weeks f r om sua- aor  vacat i on 

vfhsa t he or d r  ease out  t hat  we woi i l d have t o go to a caap. Al l  we kaaw «as 



that we would be taken to Parker Dam i n Ari zona. We started tic ing typhoid 

shots i n Del ano. The f i rst shot W8sn!t so bad but vhen I took the second 

shd my arm was sore and i t was hard to move i t around. Some persons had 4o 

stay i n bed after taking these shots beoause they became di zzy. A few days be-

fore we l eft Delano we had to take an examination. We went on the school  buses 

up to Bakersfi eId and wai ted. I thought that i t was supposed to be a thorough 

physi cal  examination but al  1 they did was to look inside my mouth and look at 

my abdomen to see i f I had any sort of di sease. 

This time when we moved we di dn't get to bring our oars or trucks so we had 

to sel l  these along wi th nearl y everything el se which we di dn't store or bring 

al ong wi th us. We al so made boxes for our things and made bundl es so that we 

eould bring i t to Poston. I al so had to go back and forth ftrom the gas and 

el ectr i c companies to pay up the bi l l s. They told ua that we could bring only 

the things that we could carry wi th us so we l eft many thi ngs behind that we 

should have brought. 

On the night before we l eft Delano we broke the curfew and stayed out nearl y 

al l  ni ght . We knew thst the pol i ce coul dn't do anything about i t because we 

were getting out of there the next day anyway. Soma of the people went to 

the thews and soma other a went out and got drunk. We al ept onl y about an hour 

that ni ght and the next morning we started of f . 

I t wrs about three a.m. when we gathered i n front of the J .A.C.L. end waited 

for the buses to coma and pi ok us up. When i t was about four a.m. the buses 

came at fe st and we got on them. When they were sure that nobody would get 

l eft behind they started of f . There were about five buses and every one of them 

ware f ul l . We went up to Baker sfi e Id on these buses and got off at the stati on. 



We got  on t he t r ai n snd wai t ed f or  al ong t i me. At  ei ght  f i f t een a.m. we 
s t at ed of f  t .ower.ds 

st ar t ed o f f  t owar ds Ar i zona. At  f i r s t  t her e were a f ew hi l l s wl dch we coul d 

l ook at  but  we went  t hr ough a deser t  and we saw not hi ng but  t r ackl ess west e* 

l and al l  about  us . Occasi onal l y we saw a mi r age out  i n the deser t  and i t  l ook-

ed so much l i ke a l ar ge l ake t hat  i t  was har d t o bel i eve t hat  i t  wss onl y a 

mi r age. We had i ce wat er  on t he "t rain so i t  wasn't  so bad and we kept  on 

dr i nki ng i t  because i t  was so hot . Dur i ng t he r i de we were r est l ess and 

Hi r oshi  and I  wal kedup t o the f r ont  of  t he t r ai n and back agd n. Next  we 

wal ked up t he r ear  and sat  t her e f or  awhi l e. When we wal ked, we coul dn't  wal k 

st r ai ght  and went  f r om si de t o si de because t he t r ai n r ocked so much. There 

wer en't  ver y many peopl e i n the l ast  car  so we went  t her e and s l ept . Suddenl y 

I  woke up and f ound a cup cake on my l ap so I  at e i t . Then t hey br ought  some 

sandwi ches andmi l k. At  t he l ast  t hey br ought  us some or anges and t hi s was our  

l unch. At  s i x t hi r t y we went  past  t he Col orado Ri ver  and t hi s was t he f i r s t  

t i me t hat  I  had seen i t . I  al ways t hought  t hat  i t  wasn't  ver y wi de, and t hat  the 

banks went  up about  ami l e hi gh but  I  guess t hat 's onl y aound t he r egi on of  

the Boul der  Dam. When we went  acr oss I  f ound out  t hat  i t  was ver y wi de and t he 

water  wss muddy. Soon af t er  cr ossi ng t hi s r i ver  we r eached Par ker  and st opped. 

Some of  us went  of f  and hel ped them unl oad t he baggage i nt o the t r ucks. When 

t hi s was f i ni shed t he peopl e wer e per mi t t ed to get  of f  t he t r ai n and get  on t he 

bus. These buses were crowded and the wi ndows woul dn't  open so I  nesr l y r oast ed 

i n t her e. We dr ove on and when I - l ooked out  at  t he l andscape i t  l ooked as though 

t her e was f og out  i n the di st ance. Lat er  I  l eaned t hat  i t  was dust  hangi ng l ow 

over  t he t r ees. On t he way we passed some buses comi ng back af t er  maki ng t hei r  

t r i p so we knew t hat  our  camp was - nearby. I t  was about  ei ght  p.m. when we r eached 



17. 

Poet on. The camp l ooked di smal  and t her e wer e har l By ai y peopl e wal ki ng ar ound. 

The bui l di ngs were l i ned up monot ousl y and ever y bl ock was l i ned up i n exact l y 

the same way. When t he bus st opped at  bl ock 14, the peopl e were wai t i ng f or  

us but  we di dn't  get  of f  the bus unt i l  about  an hour  l at er . As I  l ookedout  of  

the wi ndow I  saw one boy wal ki ng by and hi s boot s sank i nt o t he dust  up t o hi s 

ankl e. He l ef t  dust  behi nd and i t  l ooked l i ke a smoke scr een. When we f i nal l y 

got  of f  we r egi st er ed and were assi gned t o our  r ooms. 

We got  on a t r uck and were t aken to our  r oom, and dumped o f f . The room was 

bar r en and t her e was not hi ng i n t her e. The f l oor  had a t hi ck l ayer  of  dust  on t her e 

on t her e and on t he wal l s were knot  hol es and cr acks about  one gi $ht h of  an i nch 

wi de. The t r ucks wer e goi ng back and f or t h and r ai si ng so much dust  t hat  i t  

was har d t o br eat he. We went  t o t he bl ock managers of f i ce and af t er  some di f * 

f i cul t y got  3>ur beds. Next  we r ecei ved our  mat t r ess and f i l l ed them wi t h 

st r aw. The baggage came i n so we went  t og et  i t  and had to l ook ar ound for  i t  

i n a l ar ge pi l e. That  ni ght  we went  t o ki t chen f our t een t o eat  and on t he 

way back we di dn't  know where our  room was. Af t er  aski ng somebody we f i nd l y 

found i t  and t hat  ni ght  we were l ost  about  t hr ee t i mes. The next  day I  went  out  

t o t he wood pi l es t hat  were near  bl ock J 6 and gat her ed some scr ap t o use f or  

shel ves and chai r s . That  day we st r ai ght ened cut  our  room and cl eaned i t . That  

af t er noon I  got  a j ob i n our  ki t chen (#5) as a wai t er . We ser ved caf et er i a st yl e 

so I  was t he one t hat  ser ved t he t ea. We worked t her e a few days but  we changed 

t o ki t chen #15 because we knew more peopl e i n t hat  k i t chen. Dur i ng t he f i r s t  

few mont hs, t he food i n Post on was bad and we had canned wei nt er s whi ch t ast ed 

much di f f er ent  f r om the r egul ar  wei ner s. We al so at e saur cr aut  and pot at oes 

al l  t he t i me and when we had canned f r ui t  t hey put  i t  r i ght  on t op o f  t he ot her  
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f ood. We di dn't  have i ce wat er  or  mi l k as we do nowadays. Si  rase we ser ved 

caf et er i a st yl e t hey had to l i ne up and «ai t  i n l i ne t o eat . 

When I  used t o put  water  i n t he pai l s so t hat  we coul d us© i t  i n t he k i t chen, 

I  coul dn't  even see t he bot t om of  i t  because i t  was so muddy. Of t en we saw 

oi l  f l oat i ng on t op of  the wat er  and i t  t ast ed bad. We wer e warned t hat  we 

woul d get  si ck i f  we dr ank t oo much of  t hat  wat er  but  i t  was so hot  t hat  we 

dr ank dot s of  i t  even though i t  t ast ed t er r i bl e. Many peopl e i n our  cap had 

di r r hea f r om t hi s wat er  so t he doct or s wer e busy al l  t he t ime en»* t hey di dn't  

have any medi ci ne f or  i t . I n our  bl ock we di dn't  have any hot  wat er  f or  a few 

weeks because ope of  t he t r act or s broke our  pi pes. Even though i t  was hot  weat her  

the wat er  was col d and we wer e gl ad when t he hot  wat er  came agai n. We don't  have 

any wat er  shor t ages r i ght  now but  at  f i r s t  t he wat er  was al ways goi ng of f  wi t h 

out  war ni ng. When t he wat er  went  of f  t he el ect r i c i t y di dn f t  wor k ei t her  so 

i t  was ver y i nconveni ent . 

I n our  bl ock we ki l l ed many scor pi ons and r at t l esnakes. Once we f ound a 

r at t l esnake under  a house. I t  was k i l l ed and one man cut  i t  open t o get  t he 

meat  i nsi de so t hat  he coul d d r y i t , and ©at  i t . I nsi de t her e was somet hi ng 

movi ng ar ound so he cut  i t  and seven baby r at t l esnakes came out . Most  of  them 

were dead f r om t he beat i ng t hey r ecei ved, but  two of  them were al i v e. Al l  of  

them had one r at t l e and t he l i v© ones woul d coi l  up and st r i ke i f  we went  cl ose 

t o i t . The boy who k i l l ed i t  kept  i t  i n a cag© but  somebody poured wat er  i n 

i t  and k i l l ed t hem. Today a man caught  a r at t l esnake wi t h t hi r t een r at t l es but  

some of  t he r at t l es wor e br oken so there must  have b©en over  t hi r t een r at t l es . 

I t  was about  as f at  as my wr i st  and over  f our  f eet  l ong. The man ski nned i t  and 



f f i ade a bel t  out  of  t he sk i n. About  two weeks ego when I  was wal ki ng home 

f r om the l i br ar y, my f r i end and I  hear d a r at t l e so we jumped back. Si nce 

i t  wad dar k i t  was har d to see but  we eoul d make out  the form of  t he r at t l e-

snake eoi l ed and r eedy t o s t r i ke. My f r i end wat ched i t  t o be sur e t hat  i t  

doesn't  get  away and I  f ound some st i cks. We k i l  ed t he snake and br ought  i t  

under  t he l i ght  so t hat  we eoul d take a good l ook at  i t . X dr opped the snake 

near  a t el ephone pol e under  t he l i ght  and suddenl y a scor pi on r an out  f r om 

under  t he pol e and we k i l l ed i t  al so. Af t er  bur yi ng t hese m st ar t ed goi ng 

home agai n but  we were car ef ul  t o avoi d dar k pl aces because we near l y® topped 

on t hat  r at t l esnake. 

At  f i r s t  w® had dust  stoma ever y day but  none of  them was as bed as one a 

few months ago. That  eveni ng af t er  comi ng home f r om work we wer e i n our  

bat hi ng sui t s r eady t o go 8wi  mi ng. We wer e i n our  bl ock yet  pl ayi ng ar ound 

on t he bar s. Out  t owar ds Par ker  we saw some dar k cl ouda and a bl ack form 

cdmi ng t owar ds us . As i t  came cl oser  we k»?w t hat  i t  was dust  but  we t hought  

t hat  i t  woul d go past  us because i t  was goi ng t owar ds bl ock 2. As i t  came 

near  t he peopl e i n t he per k came out  l i ke f r i ght ened deer  and r an home. We 

di dn't  t hi nk i t  woul d st r i ke us but  i t  di d and when i t  st r uck i t  st r uck so 

swi f t l y t hat  we di dn't  have t i me t o r un f or  the bui l di ngs. The sand hi t  us 

and i t  st ung but  i t  st ar t ed t o r ai n so t he dust  wasn't  so bad. The r ai n cane 

down i n t or r ent s and t he wi nd st ar t  d t o bl ow har dei . We were s t i l l  out  t her e 

wat hai ag what  woul d happen. We l ooked t owar ds bl ock 2 and saw g f oof  f l y o f f . 

f hen anot her  i n bl ock 15 went  up and i t  hi t  t he l at r i ne shat t er i ng t he wi n-

dows i n i t . I n our  bl ock onl y one want  of f  end i t  was t he bl ock manager 's 

so he had t o sl eep i n the r ecr eat i on hal l . On most  of  the bui l di ngs t he t ar  

paper  began t o p el  of f  and t he r ai n came i nt o t he room so t hat  i t  was l i ke 

a shower . Whi l e we were wat chi ng we not i ced t hat  a f oof  st ar t ed t o f l ap up 



so* 

end down J ust »bout reedy to f l y of f . fhe boy® ho l i ved I s i t went up onthe 

roof end hel d i t derm so that i t woul dn't f l y of f end they gpt toiae board« 

«ad fastened the roof down saourel y. hen m »ere «up« thst ur  roofs woul dn't 

f l y of f we went t o bl ock 2 end l ooked «t the d sag« done fey the »t or «. hen ' 

m mnt  across the fi re break The wind was BO strong and we hftd to run across 

but we di dn't go very f a»t . «I ki ng on the si dewal k« *.- « J ust l i ke ««I ki ng 

on « f l oor wi th an inch of $rea e on i t . I f l l  down i nto the mud about ei ght 

t i &ea »n  ̂ there we© nobody «ho we» wi th us who atay d on hi© foot for f i ve 

ai nuteo. ê had on our * thi ng sui t « so i t di dn't setter whether m l anded on 

the said or not» 

� Bl ock 2 aw* hi t  t he har ds at  by t hi a st  m beeauae i t  i n on t he cor nsr  of  t he 

camp. ĥen we went  t o l o k et  I t  t her e ei ght  r oo f « bl own pi , and t he 

l umber  w«e scat t er ed a l l  over . The gar bage cans wer e t ur ned over  «ad scat t er ed 

al l  over . When we wer e wal ki ng «l ong a l ar ge wooden box a&m r ol l i ng «s t  us 

and ot her  obj ect « wer e f l y i ng al l  over . The t el ephone l i nes wer e down end moat  

of  t he col es wer e l eani ng over  t o one s i de, wer e mi ddy because o f  t he f l op« 

i n t hs m6 h l «s but  when we got  heme we ooul dn't  t ake « ohomr so we went  

t o t he r ai n bar r el  and washed o u r e l v e«. The el ec t r i c i t y was al ac o f f  eo we 

had no l i ght s t hat  ni g t̂ . 'he next  day the peopl e got , some boar d? and f ast ened 

t he r oof  down f i r al y so t hat  i t  wo I d not  fly o f f  i n c.e«e anot her  st or s c&m*  

The next dsy we wer e expect i ng anot her  st or a because o f  t he dust  but  t her e was 

no «t o r ». I n t he whol e coop « t ot « 1 of f or t y r oof s wer e o f f  and many ot her « 

were al most  r eedy t o f l y o f f . 4 

When as asp 1 wi s f i l l ed t he peopl e st ar t ed t o coase i nt o camp 2 and J . The 

f i r s t  b - ¡nch t>oa al i nes caj se i nt o oaap 1 but  t he otte r« wont  to omp I . 

Except  f or  a few bl ock«, «l co t̂  al l  of  caaj : two i f  f i l  ed »i th peopl e r oe 

>0l i nes end t he v i c i ni t y of I t . &«) �� 1 soae f r i ends i n ttwre I went  t o 



see t hem. We st ar t ed of f  i n t he morni ng and hi t ch hi ked up to t her e. When 

we went  t o camp $ t her e were »any peopl e whom I  knew because most  of  t he peopl e 

f r om San Lui s Obi spo went  to Reedl ey. Prom Reedl ey t hey came t o Post on and when 

t hey di d come the condi t i ons wer  t ouch bet t er  t han when we f i r s t  came her e. 

They have bet t er  water  t han us because i t  doesn't  t est e as bed and i t  i s not  

as her d as our  wat er s. 

Af t er  wor ki ng i n the ki t chen f or  ewhi l e t he wor ker s under  sevent een was 

f i r ed because t hey wer e t oo youi g. Af t er  t hi s I  got  a j ob as a messenger  f or  

the Agr i cul t ur e Depar t ment . There were two other  messenger s al r eady but  one 

qui t  ef t er  e l i t t l e and anot her  t ook hi s pl ace. We went  t o work at  

ei ght  t hi r t y t o bl ock t hi r t y seven and sat  at  a t abl e unt i l  a message was 

gi vdn to us t o del i ver . Si nce anot her  mes enger  j oi ned us l at er  end t her e 

were f our  pessenger s we di dn't  have t o del i ver  many messages. Most  of  the t i me 

we sat  around pl aci ng games, or  car vi ng. Whi l e I  was wor ki ng t her e I  car ved 

out  a model  of  a German ai r pl ane. Af t er  I  was t hr ough wi t h i t  i t  l ooked nor e 

l i ke a Spi t f i r e t han a Me. 109-  Somet i mes we had to del i ver  somethi ng to 

ever y bl ock manager  i n t hi s camp but  si nce t her e were f our  messenger s i t  wasn't  

ver y har d. Usual l y when we go t o del i ver  a message we get  s r i de on some 

t r ucks t hat  go al ong t he r oad. On the way back we usual l y t ake out  t i me about  

i t  but  when r e have t o del i ver  a message i n t he mi ddl e of  a checker  game 

we hur r y back. Usual l y when t hey gi ve us a messa :e t hey t el l  us t o del i ver  i t  

af t er  we f i ni shed the game or  when we ar e goi ng home, but  t her e ar e some 

messages t hat  have t o be del i ver ed r i ght  away. Si nce t her e were many t ype-

wr i t er s i n t hat  bui l di ng, I  used t o type i n t her e. Somet i mes t hey woul d l et  me 

type some t hi ngs f or  t hem. When I  f i r s t  si gned up as a messenger  t he f i r s t  t hi ng 

t hat  I  had t o do was t o go to bl dck 11 and get  a si gn whi ch one of  t he men 

pai nt ed. Another  nessenger  csme al ong wi t h me and on the way b ck I  hel d the s i gn. 
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We wer e about  hal f  way back wi t h the si gn when I  not i ced t hat  t he pai nt  was 

s t i l l  wet  end I  smeared par t  of  i t . We stopped and st ar t ed f i xi ng i t  up wi t h 

an er aser  and when we f i ni shed i t  di dn't  l ook so bad. At  el even t hi r t y we 

went  home t o eat  end came back at  one. We worked unt i l  f our  t hi r t y and went  

home. Thi s work wasn't  wer y hard si nce we sat  ar ound most  of  t he t i me but  

i t  was t oo hot  wal ki ng ar ound i n the sun. 

One day I  went  t o del i ver  a message t o a mass hal l  and t he boss asked me 

whet her  I  want ed anot her  j ob as a wai t er  i n t hat  ki t chen so I  worked t her e 

agai n. I n t hi s ki t chen we had l ot s of  f un because most  of  the wor ker s f o i l ed 

ar ound when t hey wer en't  wor ki ng. We al ways gave hot  seat  or  hot  f oot s t o 

anot her  wor ker . Once I  cr awl ed under  a t abl e and was gi vi ng a boy a hot  

seat . The head wai t er  cr awl ed behi nd me and t r i ed t o gi ve me one, but  bef or e 

I  f bl t  i t  t he heedwai t er  j umped and yel l ed because one of  t he wai t r esses 

had gi ven hi m one. We al ways had musi c i n t her e because t he wor ker s br ought  
> i  

phonogr aphs i n t her e and pl ayed el l  ki nds of  r ecor ds. The boss used t o buy i ce 

cream or  wat er mel on and ¿i ve i t  t o t he wor ker s. I n most  of  t he ki t chens 

t he wai t er s wer en't  al l owed t o go i nt o the pl ace where t hey cooked, but  i n 

our  ki t chen t hey di dn't  have any r est r i ct i ons l i ke t hat . I  had t o wai t  on the 

bachel or 's t abl e wi t h anot her  wai t r ess and t hi s was the wor st  r ow i n the whol e 

mesehsl l * Ever y t abl e on t hat  row usual l y t ook t hi r d and somet i mes four  

hel pi ngs. When t hey came i n we had t o watch t o be sur e t hat  t hey f i l l ed i n 

al l  the seat s because t hey usual l y t r i ed t o ski p some seat s. Each t abl e had 

i t 8 shar e o f  food on i t  but  somet i mes t hey woul d go to the next  t abl e and 

t ake somethi ng of f  of  i t  and br i ng i t  t o t hei r s . Whi l e I  was i n t hat  ki t chen 

I  al so worked as a ki t ohen hel p and di shwasher  f or  awhi l e but  t he wai t er 's 

j ob was the best . When *e car r i ed di shes t he di shwasher s used t o pal y t r i cks 

on us by put t i ng wat er bet ween the pl at es and when we car r i ed i t  t he wat er  woul d 



r un down and got  us wet . Ot her  t i mes we ueed t o heve water  f i ght s and pour  

i ce wat er  down somebody's neck. When we wer en't  f ool i ng around we had t o wor k 

pr et t y hr r d, but  t hat  j ob i n t he ki t chen was pr et t y good. Geor ge I kemi ya 

W8S al so a wai t er  and he worked even t hough i t  was hi a day o f f . He used to 

work t he har dest  among t he wai t er s and wai t r esses. 

On September  the f i r s t  I  went  t o wor k out  i n t he woode wi t h t he subj uga-

t i on crew because we used t o dr i ve t he t r act or s ar ound haul i ng l ogs. At  f i r s t  

we had to go i nt o t he woods and chop t r ees but  l at er  we worked out  on t he 

cafcl e. Ther e wer e about  t en young boys wor ki ng out  t her e and one hundr ed and 

f or t y ol d men went  out  i nt o t he woode to chop t r ees. Wor ki ng on t he cabl e 

was the har dest  j ob out  t her e because we had t o f ol l ow a cat i pi l l ar  wi t h a 

heavy c ;bl e. We t i ed t hi s ar ound a t r  e stump and l et  t he t r act or  pul l  i t  out . 

'/hen i t  was out  we went  up t o i t  and unhooked t he cabl e. Thi s was t he hard-

est  per t  because t he cabl e woul d usual l y di g i nt o the stump and i t  *as hard t o 

t ake o f f . These cabl es were ver y st r ong but  t hey woul d usual l y I ss t  onl y a 

few days . The boss woul d al ways b e wat chi ng us because as soon as he want  away 

he knew t hat  ever yone woul d l oaf  and wai t  unt i l  he st ar t ed comi ng bef or e t hey 

woul d wor k. then t hey st ar t edpusi ng out  t he stamps wi t h t he bul l dozer s we 

di dn't , haw« t 6' work'oi * the- .- cabl fuany more soowe j ust  went  ar ound and haul ed 

l o- 'B. Thi s wor k waa t he best  because we went  ar ound on t he t r act or a and had r aces 

t o 3ee who coul d f i ni sh t he f i r s t . ®hen we went  t o dumpthe l oads we went  

al ong at  f ul l  speed because t he ones t hat  were behi nd t he f i r s t  t r act or  got  

al l  t he duet . Thi s dust  was so t hi ck t hat  t hey had to st op because t hey coul dn't  

even see t he r oad. Once when we were goi ng al ong wi t h a l oad a boy on an 

empty t r act or  carae al ong and ppssed us up. He went  di r ect l y i n f r ont  of  us and 

st ar t ed to gi ve us dust , When we st opped he woul d st op and shot t  out  when we 

came near  hi m. Af t er  a whi l e we f ool ed hi m and was b eat i ng hi m. We wer e g i ng 



al ong t he r oad whi l e he had t o r ace al ong the bumpy f i el d but  t he dr i ver 's hat  

f l ew of f  so we st opped. He passed us and si nce we wer e stopped he went  back 

and f or t h i n f r ont  of  us maki ng so much dust  t hat  we had t o s i t  t her e because 

we coul dn't  see a t hi ng. When we dumped our  l oad and were comi ng bpck t he 

ot her  t r act or  got  st uck i n t he sof t  sand so we pul l ed them out . Dur i ng t he 

l ast  few days thâ t  we wortted t her e, we har dl y di d any wer k at  al l . We j ust  

r eeed around on t he t r act or s and went  t hr ough t he woods and same back t # t h# 

bl ock 5 per k. 

At  t en O'c l ock t he t r uck br i ngs us sandwi ehes *o we t oast  the br ead and f r y 

t he bal oney and eat  i t . At  noon we al ways have t he same t hi ng and t hey never  

changed i n a mont h, "e have t o eat  a r i ce bal l , pi cf t l es, bal oney and a f r ui t . 

Si nce we never  had anyt hi ng di f f er ent , the men were di sgust ed and began t o go 

home on t he t r act or s because when t hey went  home t hey got  m$bh bet t er  f ood. 

Bef or e school  st ar t ed we swi t ched to hal f  day j ob. We si gned up as cat i pi l l ar  

ser vi ce men i n ot her  wor ds, a gr ease monkey. We usual l y st ar t  wor k at  two 

o'c l ock and wor k unt i l  f i ve t hr i t y» We get  ei ght  hour s cr edi t  f or  t hi s j ob 

because we are supoosed t o be on t he ni ght  shi f t  but  we f i ni sh ear l y most  of  

t he t i me. Somet i mes we come home a l i t t l e past  seven and we ere al ways l at e 

i n eat i ng, so t hey save us somethi ng t o eat  al l  t he t i me. We «ai t  at  t he cor ner  

of  bl 4ck 5 unt i l  t he t r uck comes al ong. I t  i s a Chevr ol et  wi t h about  s i x or  

seven oi l  can of  the back. Somet i mes when we have t i me we go i nt o t he camp 

and f ool  ar ound. Af t er  f i ni shi ng wi t h t hese t r act or s we go t o a pl ace l i t t l e 

nor t h of  camp 2. When we f i ni s h wi t h t hese we go t o camp one and gr ease t he 

t r act or s t hat  wor ki ng her e. Al t oget hder  t her e ar e about  f i f t een cat i pi l l ar s whi ch 

we have t o gr ease and we have two l ar ge gr ease guns and a smal l  one. On 
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Thur sday« w© have to mrk t he har dest  beeaus© we have to crawl  under  a t r act or  

and gr ease the h i es bel ow the eat 1pi 11 are. There i s about  onl y a foot 

bet ween the gro und and t he bottom of  t he . t r act or  so i t  sur e i s mt ay . The 

gr ease l eaks out  of t he hol es and dr i p«'el l  over  a per son's f ace, get t i ng 

i t  al l  over  my mou£h l ast  t i me. On the bul l dozer s we have t o gr ease about  

f i f t y hol es ©vary day but  on t he ot her s t here ar en't  as many hol es. Two 

per sons have t o work on a l ar ge gun and i t  sure fteel s heavy af t er  car r yi ng i t 

f or  awhi l e. Af t er  f i ni shi ng we come bom© and have t o take a shower  r i ght  

away because we get  so gr easy and di r t y. Some of  t he per sons worki ng i n our  

crew ar e out  of  hi gh school  al r aaday but  most  of  us hav© t o go to school  i n 

the mor ni ng. We work j ust  as mmh as t hey do and shoul d ge% ei ght  hour s 

but  I  don't  know i f  we wi l l  get  cr edi t  f or  i t  because we ar e onl y supposed t o 

wor k t went y hour s a week when we go t o sehool . 

I thought that we would have si x periods and that i t would l ast as long as 

a regul ar school , so I was going to quit my work but s i ne they only had three 

periods i t wet no u»e qui tt i ng. I took Sol id 'Geometry but sine© i t was i n the 

afternoon X had to c h i t to Algebra IX end have al l  my cl asses i n the morn-

i ng. There wore many other subjects which I wanted to take aueh as typing IX, 

i 'oehanioal  Drawing, Sol id Geometry, Radi o, Spanish, and a few others bu$ 

sine© there wore only two ©l ectives I eoul dn't tak» them al l . There were forty 

eight pupi l s in th© second period Algebra cl ass so I told the teaoh©r that I 

would ©hang© to fourth period, ''hen fourth period cam© along I found out 

that the Core cl ass lasted two periods so I had i t changed bpok agai n. The 

ieeohor want d some pupi l s to change to th© afternoon cl ass because there wer© 

only about six i n thor© but nobody wanted to so he let the offi ce chenge i t . 

I was one of th© ones that wer© ehosen to b©in th® sixth period but I wont 

to the offi ce and had i t changed again b�ok to the second period. We don't 
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have books r i ght  no* so i t  i s pr et t y her d but  when the school  aye.tern get s 

or gani zed I  guess i t  wi l l  be much bet t er  end we wi l l  have feooks end ot her  mat-

er i al s« 

We ar e l ucky t o l i ve i n Poet on because i t  i s a much bet t er  ceop t han most  

of  t he ot her s. Fr esno Msembl y Oent er  was t he best  or gani zed but  now t hat  t hey 

are movi ng t o Ar kansas t hey have t o st er t  a l l  over  agai n end or gani ze the new 

camp. 'Ihen we came t o f ost on e di dn't  have t o wor r y about  m v i ng egai n be-

cause t hi s i s f e r el ocat i on cent er  and we don't  hpve t o move nt i l  t he war  

ends. I n t he Fr esno Assembl y Cent er  t he peopl e et e good f ood and t hey had 

f r ui t s ev r y day . When w--  f i r s t  came t o Post  on t he food was ,t er r i bl e but  

now we have good f ood and we el so have f r u i t  and veget abl es ©ver y day. The 

heat  i s n ' t  ? s bad as what  i t  used t o be and t her e ar e l ess scor pi ons seen 

ar ound her e. Af t er  t hey had f i ni shed maki ng t he si dewal ks and har deni ng i t  

wi t h t he wat er  f r om t he canal  t hen t he space bet ween t he bar r acks wer e pl owed» 

Al l  sor t s of  veget abl es wer egr won and t hey had st ar t ed t o corse up. I  d i dn' t  

t hi nk t hat  t he t hi ngs t hat  wer e pl ant ed woul d grow ver y wel l  but  I  was sur -

pr i sed when I  s a s ? al l  t he veget abl es t hat  were at  t he f t ei r . The f l ower s pl ant ed 

ar ound t he ho s as added col or  t p i t  and i t  wasn't  as bar r en as i t  was when 

we f i r s t  cam* her*- . Some men went  out  i nt o t he woods and Col l ect ed ant i que 

wood t hat  wer e t odecor at e t hei r  bar r acks. Ther e ar e some wood t hat  wer e 

f i xed up t o l ook l i ke c r anees , scopr i ons, c r oc i di l es , and ot her  ar i mal s . I f  

you l ook f or  i t , t her e ar e al l  ki nds of  pr et t y wood out  i n t he woods. They 

usual l y f i nd t he ent i que on a dea d mesqui t e t r ee. Then t he deed mosqui t o t r ee 

i e bur ned tr  er e ar e BOB» per t s t hat  ar e not  bur ned ver y wel l  and when t he 

bar k i s peel ed of f  of  t hese, t he wood i ns i de i s ver y pr et t y. Si nce most  of  

t hese ar e hol l owed out  i t  can bo used f or  f l ower  vr ses and ot her  obj ect s t het  

r equi r e hol l ow wood. 
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§0 hsr l l y hrve any duet «torras nowaday® bacante the ground U hardened 

r i ght now end there are more thin,- « growing betwe n the fearr«oka to hold tha 

duet down. I t gate a l i t t l e c I d in the mor ni g*» but thi « i« better than - ee.t-

i ng i n t he heat . f ew t hat  t he aa*p U bet t er  or gani zed i t  i a a bet t er  pi ece 

i n whi eh t o l i ve, 'We f cava movl ed ever y week «t  t he t hr ee camp» of  Poat on. 

The f i r s t  movie m had »*« ir» fel ook 52 end t he nana of  i t  wag W Hundr ed 

Ken and A g i r l . " Whan I  hear d of  t he movie 1 di dn't  know t hat  ki nd i t  woul d 

he. I t  bought  t het  i t  woul d be on a aaal l  scr een and t hat  i t  woul d b e pro-

duced by t he vr r i ous compani es f or  t he edvver t i aement . At  f i r s t  we di dn't  

have movie© r egul ar l y but  soon i t  bei?en t o come at  « def i ni t e t i me so sre 

knew when t her e wae goi ng to b» s movi e. On Monday ni ght  i t  cor r e to Bl ock 22 

e- n d i f  we don't  have a ch»nce t o see t hi s e* can t ?p t o bl ock 18 and see i t  

on Fr i day ni ght «. U have t al ent  «ho- s about  t wi ce a week but  nww wa don't  

have t hem t het  of t en. I nst ead r e have J apanese pl ays and t hey bui l t  a 

l ar ge st age on bl ock 4. They have act or » who «r e pai d and t hey pr act i ca  

i t  near l y ever y ni ght  end af t er  put t i ng on a «how i n camp 1 they go t o acopé  

2 end Sol at i a*« the peopl e f r om emx> 2 or  *> come ove t o ca»p 1 t o put  

on a ahow. 

One thing that i s good about Foston i s that we do not have «a many restric-

tion« es the other oa&pa. t her e is fence around dur o amp a&r  guarda posted 

a l  ov«r . do not have any curfew «o we can «tey out m l at e as we want, 

�e get to go out to the Colorado River and fi sh or swim i f want to and 

other« have gone to the mountain« tows.rda the east end cl imbed them. In an*t 

of the other c«mp« they aren't even permitted to t r p out of the camp end thay 

have rol l  cal l  al l  the time. So f «r we did not have o *r roo*« «ar ched 

l i ke they do at the Pre ano Assembley Center, *hen I f i r st o esse here I thought 
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that tt was the worst oflisp In the United Stete» but wheat toy heve SOM t hi n,« 

organised s l i t t l e mora i t wi l l  be the beat . 

THE £3® 
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ARI ZONA STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE 

TEMPE, ARI ZONA 

Sept ember  16, 1942 

Mr . E . R. Fr yer  
Whi t comb Hot el  
San I 'r ai i ci seo, Cal i f or ni a 

Dear  Mr . Fr yer s 

I  am encl osi ng a copy of  a l et t er  wr i t t en by one of  
our  J apanese st udent s who i s now at  Post on. I  am not  
gi vi ng hi s name but  i f  suppl yi ng i t  wi l l  ser ve any usef ul  
pur pose, 1 t hi nk I  woul d be wi l l i ng to do so. 

I  shoul d l i ke t o get  your  r eact i on to t hi s l et t er . Thi s 
young man was more or  l ess c r i t i cal  bef or e he l ef t  her e. 
P'or  t hat  r eason I  am i nc l i ned to di scount  i t  somewhat . On 
t he ot her  hand, I  wonder  i f  ever yt hi ng poss i bl e i s bei ng 
uone t o cr eat e l i vabl e condi t i ons f or  t hese peopl e. 

You have a ver y di f f i c ul t  pr obl em and you have my compl et e 
sympat hy i n t r yi ng to wor k i t  out . 

Si ncer el y your s 

(si n̂et i ) Gr ady Gammage 
Pr esi dent  
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Post on, Ar i zona 

August  20, 194- 2 

Dear  Mr . & Mr s. Gammage, 

I t  i s s t i l l  hot  i n Post on. Havi ng no cool i ng systern, we have no way t o 
escape t he heat  except , per haps, by t aki ng f r equent  col a shower s. We 
ar e t oo of t en deni ed even t hat  because at  l east  once a week, t he wat er  
syst em goes wr ong, and wat er  i s shut  of f  f or  var i ous l engt h oi  t i me. We 
t hen don't  have even dr i nki ng wat er  t hen, t her e bei ng no emer gency wat er  
l i ne. 

Food i s t er r i bl e. I  am get t i ng t i r ed of  br eakf ast  consi st i ng oi  mush, 
t oast  wi t hout  but t er  or  J am, and cof f ee. We occasi onal l y have cor n f l akes 
or  shr edded wheat . We sel dom nave f r ui t s . We mi ss gr eens. 

The medi cal  s i t uat i on has i mpr oved somewhat  af t er  t he head phys i c i an was 
f or ced to r es i gn. What  pr ec i pi t at ed i t  »as t he aeat h of  two new- born 
babi es . The J apanese doct or s under  hi m r equest ed cool i ng syst ems f or  
rooms wher e babi es ar e kept  i n t he hospi t al . The head physi c i an r ef used, 
sayi ng i t  was unnecessar y. As a consequence, at  l east  two babi es di ed 
i n t he room i n a t emper at ur e of  108 decr ees. The doct or s pr onounced 
deat h due t o dehydr at i on. One of  t he babi es ' mot her s gr abbed a pai r  of  
shear s and at t acked t he head doct or . I t  was her  f i r s t  baby. 

Ther e wer e ot her  i nst ances of  del i ber at e mi sconduct  on t he par t  of  t he 
medi co and a f i r m pr essur e was put  t o t he admi ni st r at i on by t he evacuees 
t hr ough t hei r  r epr esent at i ves. The head doct or  r es i gned. The s i gni f i cant  
par t  of  i t  was t hat  t her e was not hi ng done unt i l  t he evacuees got  t hei r  
dander  up. The admi ni st r at i on, ei t her  t ook t he at t i t ude of  pr ot ect i ng 
t he head doct or , or  "I  aon't  know" at t i t ude. 

The admi ni st r at i on nas gr and pl ans � espec i al l y i n t he mat t er  of  pro-
duci ng agr i cul t ur al  pr oduct s. However , the depar t ment  has onl y one 
Cat er pi l l ar  t r act or , and 4 smal l  ones. Lot s of  bi g t al k aoout  t hi ngs 
bei ng done or  expect ed t o be done her e i s mer e t al k . 

The o f f i c i al s ar e s t i l l  f umbl i ng ar ouna wi t hout  gi vi ng def i ni t e i dea as 
to pol i cy . Ther e i s t oo much passi ng t he buck. I t  makes me smi l e a wry 
smi l e when I  r ead i n the Amer i can paper s (f or  i nst ance, t he Ar i zona 
Republ i c , edi t or i al  f or  August  19) about  how wel l  t he J apanese i n Amer i ca 
ar e bei ng t r eat ed. Our  l i f e i s t hat  of  sl ow t or t ur e. The queer est  par t  
of  Amer i can democr acy i s t hat  i t  i s t or t ur i ng i t s own c i t i zen because he 
happens to have a J apanese bl ooa i n hi m whi l e Ger man and I t al i an al i ens 
go scot  f r ee, i  haven't  hear d a sensi bl e expl anat i on oi  t hat  phenomena 
yet , except i ng t hose not  ver y compl i ment ar y t o Amer i ca. 

I  suf f er ed f r om col d f or  about  a week. I t  seems st r ange t hat  one shoul d 
cat ch a col d i n t hi s not  weat her , but  I  di d. And t hi s i s t he f i r s t  t i me 
si nce I  l ef t  Hawai i  t hat  I  suf f er ed f r om col d, or  any ai l ment  f or  more 
t han two days at  a t i me. I  am t aki ng vi t ami n p i l l s , but  t hat  doesn't  
seem suf f i c i ent . 
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I  am wor ki ng as an adul t  educat i on l eader . Vve ar e spr eadi ng. t he i nf or -
mat i on on co- oper at i ves. We have f our  spec i al i s t s f r om f l ew ¥or k t o hel p 
us . They wi l l  be wi t h us f or  about  a mont h. My pay i s $16 a mont h. 
Onl y pr of ess i onal s l i ke doct or s, r egi st er ed nur ses," and a few ot her s 
get  t he t op pay of  § 19 a mont h, i t  seems queer  t o see t he hospi t al  
whi t e nur ses get t i ng good wages whi l e t he J apanese nur ses doi ng t he same 
wor k &et s onl y $>19. 

Most  of  our  pay (and mor e, at  t i mes) go to trie cant een. Thi s busi ness 
of  buyi ng pops, i cecr eams, cr acker s , et c , at  t he cant een has become a 
headache f or  many, espec i al l y par ent s wi t h many chi l dr en, i  have hear d 
t hat  at  l east  one mot her  had t o sel l  some of  her  dr esses so t hat  her  
chi l dr en may have money to buy t hi ngs l i ke ot her  chi l dr en. 

Vve can't  hel p goi ng to t he Cant een because t he food suppl i ed us i s so 
unbal anced and unsat i s f y i ng. Too, i t  i s so hot  her e, t hat  except  f or  
br eakf ast , we come out  of  t he di ni ng hal l  dr i ppi ng wet . Thi s no 
exagger at i on. Chi l dr en of t en l eave t he t abl e wi t hout  eat i ng enough, and 
soon f i nd t hemsel ves hungr y agai n. 

Mi l k i s bei nt  suppl i ed f or  chi l dr en 11 year s ol d and younger . Al so t o 
expect ant  mot her s and t hose advi sed by t he phys i c i an. Ther e i s ho mi l k 
avai l abl e f or  ot her s . Not  even at  t he cant een. 

Vve have pl ant ed some Bermuda gr ass , and t hey ar e gr owi ng i n pat ches. A 
f ew have sowed t he seeds of  cast or  bean, or  st uck t he t wi gs of  cot t onwood 
and t amar acks i n t he gr ound. 

Ther e i s al t oget her  t oo much wast e goi ng on her e. I  wi sh t he Mormon 
peopl e wer e r unni ng t hi ngs . 

At  f i r s t , some of  t he Caucasi ans evi dent l y hel d on to t he i dea t hat  t hey 
can t r eat  t he J apanese as they woul d I ndi an  ̂ who nad never  been out  of  
t he r eser vat i on. They qui ckl y f ound out  t hei r  er r or . 

Wi t hi n t he boundi ng l i mi t s pr escr i bed by t he Army and trie War  Rel ocat i on 
Aut hor i t y, t he gover nment  wi t hi n t hi s camp i s admi ni st er ed by t he ?,Ci t y 
Counc i l " el ect ed by t he evacuees. Ever y evacuee over  16 year s of  a ê 
was al l owed to vot e. 

We have a movi e once a week. The expenses ar e bei ng pai d out  oi  Lhe 
pr of i t s of  t he cant een. The sel ect i ons of  t he pi ct ur es so f ar  has been 
not  ver y sat i s f ac t or y . 

Ther e ar e amat eur  (t al ent ) shows. At  l east  t her e i s one ser i es of  
semi nar s on po l i t i cal  sci ence ana soci ol ogy bei ng conduct ed f or  col l ege 
st udent s. For  t he el ement ar y and hi gh school  st udent s, i t  i s aoubl i ul  
i f  t her e wi l l  be shcool s bef or e Oct ober . 

Pr ospect  of  col l ege st udent s l eavi ng f or  col l ege i s ver y di m. Army 
appr oved onl y 17 out  of  150 col l eges wi l l i ng t o accept  J apanese. 

Regar ds. 
Si ncer el y , 



TO THE SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 
OOl IMITTEE ON MI LI TARY AFFAI RS: 

Over  a year  has el apsed si nce t he Army has or der ed gener al  
evacuat i on of  al l  per sons of  J apanese ancest r y on t he vVest  
Coast . At  t hat  t i me a gr ave emer gency exi s t ed, deci s i ons and 
act i ons necessar i l y had to be pr ompt  and i mmedi at e, and t he 
l eader s of  our  gover nment  no doubt  coul d not  have gi ven t hi s 
pr obl em t he ser i ous consi der at i on t hat  i t  shoul d have r ecei ved 
at  t hat  t i me. However , we ar e ver y gl ad t hat  t he Senat e has 
seen f i t  t o make a t hor ough i nvest i gat i on of  t he J apanese 
evacuat i on pr obl em, and we t ake t hi s oppor t uni t y of  expr essi ng 
a fev; t hought s wi t h t he hope t hat  t he same may be of  some 
assi st ance t o your  del i ber at i ons . 

As a r esul t  of  t he evacuat i on or der , t oday we f i nd about  
110,000 peopl e of  J apanese ancest r y t empor ar i l y r el ocat ed i n 
t he war  r el ocat i on cent er s, of  whi ch t he Col or ado River-
Rel ocat i on Cent er  i s t he l ar gest  one., Evacuat i on t o t he 
J apanese was v i r t ual l y a ni ght mar e and i n one i nst ance, J apanese 
who had r at her  ext ensi ve busi ness i nt er es t s , wi t h t hei r  homes 
est abl i shed f or  many year s \  er e or der ed r emoved wi t hi n a 
per i od of  48 hour s. To add to t he mi ser y and har dshi p of  t he 
J apanese, t he J apanese f ami l i es who wer e or der ed t o move wi t h-
i n t he 48- hour  per i od wer e wi t hout  most  of  t he men f ol ks and 
t he heads of  t he f ami l i es , who had been pr i or  t o t hat  t i me 
t aken i nt o cust ody f or  i nvest i gat i on, out  of  whi ch a gr eat  
number  have been r est or ed to t hei r  r espect i ve f ami l i es i n t he 
r el ocat i on cent er s . The f i nanc i al  l oss to the J aoanese was 
gr eat . 

Ther e wer e a gr eat  number  of  shor t comi ngs and mi st akes 
t hat  added t o t he har dshi p of  t he J apanese, but  t hi s , no doubt , 
was caused due t o t he emer gency of  t he s i t uat i on r at her  t han 
a wi l l f u l  i nt ent i on on anyone's par t  so to do. I n the r el oca-
t i on cent er s t he f ac i l i t i es wer e f ar  f r om bei ng comf or t abl e, 
and al t hough t he Army may be equi pped t o handl e gr eat  number s 
of  men, yet  t her e seem t o be a gr eat  deal  l ack i ng i n r ef er ence 
t o t he pr obl em of  handl i ng women, chi l dr en, t he aged and t he 
s i ck . We ar e not  at  t hi s t i me at t empt i ng t o c r i t i c i ze any one 
i ndi v i dual  or  agency, and we f eel  t hat  as a gr oup, t hey have 
done ever yt hi ng wi t hi n t hei r  power  t o ass i s t  and al l evi at e t o 
t he best  of  t hei r  abi l i t y t hi s suf f er i ng. 

Ei t her  r i ght  or  wr ong ana r egar dl ess of  how much suf f er -
i ng, t he peopl e of  J apanese ancest r y have been evacuat ed and 
not hi ng can be accompl i shed by our  r evi ewi ng t he pas t . But  
we s i ncer el y f eel  t hat  t he l eader s of  our  count r y, t he 
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Co ngr e s men, t he Se n a t o r s and t he v a r i o u s F e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s a r e 
a l l  a n x i o u s t o g i v e t h e p r o p e r  demo c r a t i c c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f  
t h e f u t u r e of  t he p e o p l e o f  J ap an es e a n c e s t r y ; and i t  i s wi t h 
t h a t  t h o u gh t  i n mi nd t h a t  we humbl y s ubmi t  t h es e t h o u g h t s . We 
r eq u es t  t h a t  y o ur  c o mmi t t ee, t h e Co n gr es s and o t her 1 f e d e r a l  
a g e n c i e s , i n c l u d i n g t h e War  Depar t ment  and t he War  R e l o c a t i o n 
A u t h o r i t y , ex e r t  t h e i r  ut mos t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n and e f f o r t  t o t he 
p r o b l em of  r e l o c a t i o n and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n o f  a l l  - of  t he l o y a l  
p eo p l e o f  J ap an es e a n c e s t r y l o c a t e d i n t he r e l o c a t i o n c e n t e r s . 

We wo u l d l i k e t o s ee i n t he i s med i a t e n ea r  f u t u r e t h e 
r e t u r n of  a l l  l o y a l  p eo p l e o f  J ap an es e a n c es t r y i n t h e r e l o c a -
t i o n c e n t e r s t o as n e a r  as - no r mal  s t a t u s as t h e y f o r mer l y an d 
o r i g i n a l l y en j o y ed p r i o r  t o e v a c u a t i o n . As a s t ep t o war ds t h i s 
p r o gr am we s u gges t  t he Co mmi t t ee ' s i n v e s t i g a t i o n and t he 
p o s s i b i l i t y o f  a l l  p eo p l e o f  J ap an es e a n c e s t r y who h av e p r o v ed 
t h e i r  l o y a l t y t o t h e s a t i s f a c t i o n o f  t h e go v er nment a l  o f f i c i a l s 
t o a l l o w t h o s e p eo p l e who h av e p r o p e r t y h o l d i n g s and o t h er  
b u s i n e s s i n t e r e s t s s t i l l  e x i s t i n g on t h e Wes t  Co as t  t o be 
r e t u r n ed t o t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e b u s i n e s s e s and c o mmu n i t i e s . To 
t h e ot i l er s t h a t  hav e p r o v ed t h e i r  l o y a l t y t o t h e s a t i s f a c t i o n 
o f  t he go v er nment a l  a g e n c i e s , we as k t h e g o v e r n me n t ' s c o o per a-
t i o n and e f f o r t  t o hav e t h e s e p eo p l e r e l o c a t i o n i n o t h e r  
c o mmuni t i es so t h a t  t h e y c an t a k e t h e i r  p l a c e as a p ar t  o f  
t h i s g r ea t  A me r i c a n c ommonweal t h and do t h e i r  p a r t  as l o y a l  
c i t i z e n s and r e s i d e n t s . 

We c an a s s u r e y o u t h a t  a l l  o f  ' t h e l o y a l  J ap an es e i n t he 
r e l o c a t i o n c e n t e r s ar e eager  t o a s s i s t  t h e u n i t e d S t a t e s and 
a r e d e s i r o u s o f  d o i n g t h e i r  p a r t  at  t h i s t i me wh en t h e r e i s 
s uc h a g r ea t  s h o r t age o f  manp o wer . As f a r  a s an v «ap an es e 
t h a t  t he go v er nment  may f i n d a r e d i s l o y a l , we f e e l  t h a t  t h e y 
s h o u l d be ac c o r d ed t h e same t r ea t men t  as a l l  o t h e r  d i s l o y a l " 
a l i e n s a r e b e i n g t r e a t e d i n t h i s c o u n t r y , ¿ n c o n n ec t i o n wi t h 
t h i s r e l o c a t i o n p r o g r am, we wo u l d l i k e t o c a l l  t o t h e subcom-
mi t t e e ' s a t t e n t i o n t he f ac t  t h a t  up t o now t h e r e has been a 
g r ea t  d e a l  o f  u n f a i r , u n t r u e ana e n t i r e l y f a l s e p u b l i c i t y 
c i r c u l a t e d and d i s s e mi n a t e d i n t h i s c o u n t r y . We f e e l  t h a t  t h e 
go v er nment  c an t o a e r ea t  e x t e n t  c o n t r o l  t he c i r c u l a t i o n o f  
t h i s i n s i d i o u s undemo c r a t i c t y p e o f  news and a l s o r e l e a s e f o r  
g e n e r a l  p u b l i c i t y any f a v o r a b l e news and a c t i v i t i e s o f  t h e t r u l y 
l o y a l  p eo p l e o f  o ap anes e a n c e s t r y . 

R e c e n t l y as an examp l e o f  o u r  demo c r a t i c s y s t em o f  go v er n-
men t , t he War  Depar t ment  has v e r y wi s e l y r e c o g n i z e d t h e r i g h t  
o f  t he l o y a l  ui sei  t h e r i g h t  t o e n l i s t  i n t h e ' a r me d f o r c e s o f  
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s t h r o u g h t h e S e l e c t i v e s e r v i c e p r o g r am. We 
h av e h ea r d t hat  i n t h e ma i n t h e r e s u l t s o f  t h i s S e l e c t i v e 
S e r v i c e p r o gr am h as been v e r y g r a t i f y i n g . ±n t he d r a f t  



quest i onnai r e, t her e wer e quest i ons 87 and 28 whi ch wer e 
i nt ended t o sound out  or  det er mi ne t he l oyal t i es of  t he 
appl i cant s . We ar e not  i n any ways t r y i ng t o j us t i f y t he 
number s of  'No" answer s t o t hese quest i ons, however , we 
woul d l i ke t o poi nt  out  t hat  t he "No" answer s may not  necessar -
i l y mean t hat  t he whol e gr oup ar e di s l oyal . ±n f ac t , i f  a 
more t hor ough st udy woul d be made of  t he s i t uat i on, we f eel  
qui t e conf i dent  t hat  t he "No" answer s wer e not  pr ompt ed 
necessar i l y by di s l oyal t y but  r easons pur el y per sonal  t o 
t he i ndi v i dual . i OU wi l l  have t o keep i n mi nd t he f act  t hat  
we have al l  "been t hr ough a ver y ner vous and hi ghl y mi ser abl e 
t i me. We f eel  t hat  a gr eat  number  of  t he peopl e wer e st unned 
by,t he di f f i c ul t i es t hey have encount er ed i n t he past  year  and 
have not  been abl e to r e- adj ust  t hemsel ves as yet  t o dat e. But  
as t he more humane, democr at i c- l i ke pr ogr am i s wor ked out  f or  
t hese peopl e, a bet t er  r esponse may be l at er  encount er ed. 

I n r ef er ence t o t he quest i on of  whet her  t he Army shoul d 
t ake cont r ol  of  t hese r el ocat i on cent er s , we agr ee wi t h t he 
t hought s of  t he War  depar t ment  as expr essed by Col onel  Wi l l i am 
P . ocobey bef or e t he Senat e subcommi t t ee of  t he Commi t t ee on 
Mi l i t ar y Af f ai r s on «anuar y SO, 1943, and t hat  t he War  
Rel ocat i on aut hor i t y be al l owed to cont i nue t he cont r ol  and 
management  of  t hese cent er s and be f ur t her  al l owed t o cont i nue 
on wi t h t he wor k of  r el ocat i on, whi ch t hey have j ust  r ecent l y 
s t ar t ed, we al so wi sh t o endor se t he st at ement s made by 
Di l l on ¿>. Myer  bef or e t he Senat e subcommi t t ee of  t he commi t t ee 
on mi l i t ar y Af f ai r s on oanuar y 20, 1945, i n r ef er ence t o put -
t i ng i nt o ef f ect  at  t he ear l i es t  possi bl e moment  t he pr ogr am 
of  r el ocat i on and r ehabi l i t at i on f or  t he pr oved l oyal  peopl e 
of  J apanese ancest r y. 

We i nvi t e an oppor t uni t y t o send - our  r epr esent at i ves 
bef or e your  august  body to t es t i f y t o any phase of  t he 
J apanese evacuat i on and r el ocat i on pr obl em and any ot her  
pr obl ems and condi t i ons connect ed t her ewi t h. 

We hope t hat  t hi s br i ef  st at ement  of  our s i n some measur e 
wi l l  ass i st  your  conr ai t t ee, and i f  t her e i s anyt hi ng t hat  we 
can do t o assi st  you i n acqui r i ng per t i nent  i nf or mat i on we 
snai l  be happy t o be of  ser vi ce t o your  commi t t ee. We assur e 
you wi t h a l l  conf i dence and s i ncer i t y , wi t h r espect  and 
t r ust  of  t he gover nment  t hat  t he l oyal  peopl e of  .apanese 
ancest r y ar e 100 per  cent  cogni zant  of  t he war  ef f or t  of  t he 
Uni t ed St at es r eady to ser ve t o t he best  of  t hei r  ab i l i t y . 
.,e do hope and pr ay t hat  t hese peopl e wi l l  be gi ven ever y 
consi der at i on and ass i st ance t o r el ocat e, t o r e- est abl i sh and 
agai n t ake par t  i n t he Amer i can way of  l i f e i n t hei r  r espect i ve 
communi t i es of  t hi s gr eat  count r y of  our s . 

I  
Respect f ul l y submi t t ed, 

Mar ch 9, 1943 POSTOK COMMUNITY COUNGI L 
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Meaorandna for  Mr . Col l i er s 

I  don't  know where t hi s comes from. I t  might  
be an i ndi vi dual , not  a group. There always have 
been a few Ni sei s who had feel i ngs of t hi s sort, but  
up to the t ime I  l ef t  l ost  on, I  do not  thi nk they 
were macerous. The st i f fness of  the document  «ug-
geate scsaeone not  at  ease i n Engl i sh and the l i ne 
of  ar ûsient  i s of  a sor t  found among parents who do 
not  want  t hei r  sons undergoing the r i sk« of  enter-
i ng t he anqy. One shoul d al so note the possi bi l i ty 
of  Kl bei  origin. There were a number  of  Ki bei c who 
came back to t hi s country pr i mar i l y to avoid the 
J apanese mil itary service. 

A. fi . Leighton 
Lt , (MC) U S U 
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L. t -  ̂ , y o f  ««a to f i ght  and 
of fer  hi » l i f e to hi s country that  has given him every opportunity 
and the author i ty to exerci se al l  the r i ghts accorded him by the 
Const i tut ion of  the Uni ted States. I t  i s the supreme and an obl i -
gated outy for  him to protect  and harbor  those pr ivi l ege® which he 

We, Hi eei s, are l oyal  and wi l l i ng to serve 
any time to protect  these precious r i ghts bestowed upon us. lie 

ci pl es of  our  Government  a her i tage wel l - worth being proud of  
which al l ow us the ~ * * 

Vm, ŝar s ago wi th the outbreak of  host i l i t i es,wi t h the 
axi s Mat i ons, our  freedomm were no l onger  a r eal i t y; we l ost  al l  
cl aims to exerci se our  ci vi l  r i ght s. Mow we have been, once agai n, 
reinstated i nto a draftabl e st atus, but  so f ar  as we are concerned! 

f h o ***** l o s t  pract i cal l y al l  our  r i ghts and pr i vi l eges have 
l i t t l e or  nothing to f i #i t  for  to preserve. 

1. I s i t  our  duty to l ay down our  l i ves to defend 
the Const i tut i onal  Ri gi t s not  accorded us? I s 
i t  a pr i vi l ege to f i ght  for  what  you do not  own? 

2. That  the Ar t i cl e V of  the Bi l l  of  Ei ght s, *no 
person shal l  be deprived of  l i ber ty or  property 
wi thout  due process of  the l aw; Ar t i cl e I , «that  
no l aw shal l  be establ i shed prohi bi t i ng the free-
dom of  speech or  of  the press, or  of  the r ight  of  
the peopl e to peaceabl y assembl e; and the other  
Ar t i cl es I I , I I I , I v, VI  had been disregarded 
when ci t i zens were pl aced i n camps behind barbed 
wi re fences and pl aced on the same status as an 
enemy al i en. The Bi l l  of  Rights was uncondi t ion-
al l y establ i shed to stand fi rm and strong under  
any exi st i ng si tuat i on. 

3. I t  i s our  understanding that  America i s prose-
cut ing thi s war  so that  our  way of  l i vi ng wi l l  
now cease. 

_ _ m T 1 L SUCH TIMiS AS ALL THE 1BOVO HAS BSSSf  RIQRTSD AMD ADB-
QUAp COKPKKSATIO* MADE, Wfi, THE NI SEI S, HSOULD SOT BE COMPELLED TO 
B̂ AR ASMS: AMD TO SUCH DATS AS OUR STATUS 13 DEPIHIt&LT ESTABLISHED 
A3 TO WHAT RIGHT AND PRIVILEGE WE ARE PIOHTIi lG FOR. 

MISSIS OF AMERICA 
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V 
The f ol l owi ng pr oposal s r epr esent  t he voi ce of  t he t ot al  popul at i on 
o f 'Pos t on, Ar i zona|  Uni t s I , I I  ana I I I , number i ng appr oxi mat el y 
13f 000 r es i dent s . 

I . Request s of  t hose who oannot  ei t her  r et ur n t o r est r i c t ed zones 
or  r el ocat e el sewher e ana t hei r  r easons. 

Al most  al l  of  t hose wi t h a def i ni t e i ncome, or  t hose "ho have 
t he abi l i t y t o oper at e a bus i ness , or  t hose wi t h enouch conf i -
dence i n t hensel ves have al r eady r el ocat ed, but  t hose who ar e 
l ef t  woul d l i ke t o have t he gover nment  cont i nue wi t h t he pr esent  
set up because t hey cannot  r el ocat e f or  t he f ol l owi ng r easons* 

1. The economi c secur i t y whi ch has been bui l t  by t hem, dur i ng 
f i f t y year s pas t , has been dest r oyed. 

2. The maj or i t y of  t he r es i dent s have ei t her  sol d at  a sacr i -
f i c e or  l eased f or  t he dur at i on t hei r  houses, l and, st or es 
and equi pment  used i n f ar mi ng, i ndust r y, bus i ness , et c . 

3. The maj or i t y of  t he f ami l y heads ar e t oo ol d t o st ar t  anew 
and t hei r  chi l dr en, upon whom t hey depended, ar e i n t he 
armed f or ces of  t he Uni t ed St at es? t o r el ocat e wi t h depen-
dent s makes i t  ver y di f f i c ul t  t o i nsur e economi c secur i t y . 

4. Because we l ack f i nanc i al  r esour ces, (even i f  vm so des i r e) 
we oannot  ent er  f ami ng , i ndust r y or  commer ce. Sven t hough 
sane may have t he f i nanc i al  r esour ces, t hey cannot  obt ai n" 
t he hi gh pr i or i t y necessar y t o mi r chase t he equi pment  t hey 
need t o conduct  t hei r  bus i ness . The i nsur ance compani es" 
wi l l  not  i ssue po l i c i es t o J apanese because of  t he*r i sk i n-
vol ved i n case of  t r oubl e. 
An I s sei  cannot  buy or  l ease l and i n cer t ai n s t at es due t o 
Al l en Land Laws. I n son© c i t i es , t hey wi l l  not  - r ant  busi -
ness l i censes to J apanese. Mor eover , t he maj or i t y of  t he 
I s s ei s do not  know enough St agl i sh t o *o i nt o bus i ness . 

� * 

5. Due t o r ac i al  pr ej udi ce*of  some i ndi v i dual s , l abor  uni ons , 
and ot her  or gani zat i ons , a per son who hel d a posi t i on bef or e 
evacuat i on wi l l  not  be abl e t o r et ur n t o t hat  pos i t i on or  t o 
a s i mi l ar  one. 

G. Due t o r ac i al  oppr ess i on, a per son who r et ur ns t o r est r i c t -
ed zones or  who r el ocat es el sewher e wi l l  have t o l i ve i n 
con st ar t  f ear . Al t hough t he army and t he - pvemment  have 
assur ed us of  pr ot ect i on of  l i f e and pr oper t y, t her e have 
been sever al  cases of  t hr eat s , i nj ur y and damage t o t he f ew 
who h: ve r el ocat ed or  r et ur ned t o r est r i c t ed zones. T * 
ver y doubt f ul  whet her  t he gover nment  and t he army c 
t r o l  t he emot i onal  f eel i ngs of  t he peopl e at  l arr - e. 



7. The pr esent  r el ocat i on gr ant  i s so smal l  
i nadequat e t o st ar t  a now l i f e . 

t hat  i t  i s whol l y 

8. Hel i gi ous f r eedom woul d be cur t ai l ed because 
t hat  t he maj or i t y of  t he r es i dent s ar e _ 
a l l  t ho Buddhi st  pr i est s ar e excl uded f r om 

of  t he f act  
and near l y 

t he mi l i t ar y 

9. Si nce evac uat i on t he po l i c i es of  t he TOA have changed a -
gr eat  deal  and many pr omi ses wer e not  car r i ed out , êr hana. 
due t o changes i n condi t i ons . As a r esul t  of  const ant  di al  
appoi nt ment  and f ear , t he r es i dent s have become al ar i r ed. 
Thei r  mi nds ar e i n a st at e of  uneasi ness and anxi et y because 
t he f ut ur e i s so uncer t ai n. 

Ther ef or e, if© t he r es i dent s r equest  t hat  t he cent er  r emai n open f or  
t he dur at i on Guar ant eei ng secur i t y of  l i vel i hood, educat i onal  f uel -
l i t i es , and medi cal  car e as agr eed bef or e and dur i ng evacuat i on. 

I I I . Request s of  t hose pl anni ng t o r el ocat e. 

1. I n or der  t o 
woul d Bee t o have 

guar ant ee secur i t y of  l i f e and pr oper t y, we 

a . To es t abl i sh a spec i al  agency t o enf or ce exi s t i ng l aws 
i n or der  t o pr event  ant i - J *p*i i ase movement s and t o i n-
sur e secur i t y f r om t hr eat s , bodi l y i nj ur i es or  dar ar .es 
t o pr oper t y f r om i ndi v i dual s or  or gani zat i ons . 

b. To guar ant ee a r easonabl e and J ust  condensat i on i n ease 
of  bodi l y i nj ur i es or  damage t o pr oper t y. 

c . To f i ve f i nanc i al  ass i st ance as t o al l  t he necess i t i es 
of  l i f e unt i l  a r el ocat e« becomes sel f - suppor t i ng. 

d. To gi ve f i nanc i al  ai d t o r el ocat ess who need i t  i n case 
of  s i ckness or  deat h. 

« � 

S. The r el ocat ees who pl an t o no i nt o f ar mi ng, i ndust r y, com-
mer ce, e t c . , r equest  t he f ol l owi ng? 

a. Loans of  necessar y capi t al  at  a l ow r at e of  i nt er es t . 
* 

b. To nake i t  poss i bl e f or  al l  r el ocat ees t o buy, sel l  or  
l ease l and i n ang- t̂ gj j s . 

c . To gi ve a pr i or i t y r at i ng t o >my necessar y const r uct i on 
i , f i xt ur es , equi p: 



© o 

d. To make i t  poss i bl e t o obt ai n any and al l  busi ness 
l i c enses . 

e . To make i t  poss i bl e t o buy say ana al l  t ypes of  i n-
sur ance necessar y. 

3. Hel ocat ees wo I d l i ke t o have t he saxas j ob oppor t uni t i es 
as Caucasi ans. 

4. Hepeal  a l l  war t i me r es t r i c t i ons i mposed upon t he I s s ei s . 

5. Condensat i on f or  al l  l osses due t o f i r e or  t hef t  of  evacuee 
pr oper t y whi l e st or ed i n WRA or  Gover nment  war ehouses. 

i n , Copi es of  a l l  r esol ut i ons appr oved by t he Al l - Cent er 'Conf er  en ce 
shoul d b« sent  t o t he Pr es i dent  of  th© Uni t ed St at es , bot h 
Houses of  congr ess. Rel i gi ous and Soc i al  Or gani sat i ons , 



TO I H3 GENTL EMEN OF 17 Y &U 3 TO � G 
i j i .i i t o 0.11 

� � ®? n
0 <

r
i 5 l l w ^r x o a n s . at  l as t  t hey di d xe- uk 

i »3l xz- o t ear  * e er e . »menc ans . . �<« a r e ¿ oj  n., t o h-
«s f t f l f i  «b o a , j u s t i i k e an - mer i c an o u t s i d e ec j o v i r , " t ee f xee 

Í "1 «u t  d o n ' t  y ou t h i n k t hey a o u i e ì e ¡ Í  
oüo.ps uh a L m e y had t a k en ? 

P r e , c ^ a s i c t ' í i ü ^ r ^ : 3 ; " r . ^o o s e v e l t ' s s peec h 3 t  m e Con 
- C , s . n c t  - n ex c u s e t o d r a f t  us. t o so l di er - ?« 

Uu- e i n v a i n , a r é d e ^^^n r  t r̂-  f r i  i r v -̂  � ~ ~ (!� �. .� , > -  l o i xO'Ai n , us an A2e :x c ;3n 

( l i  P e r s o n a l  ap o l o gy f r o m Ge n , l e- t et t  r .̂ r ar di i -  h i « s t et -
ment  t eap i s J ap " and be expel l a. . ; f r ¿ h i s o f f i c e ! 7à 
a l s o «a n t  apo l o gy f r o m May o r  Bo ar o n « d Gov 7a- , l en 'ar c 
Amer i c an L e g i o n o f  Ga l . " f l » ,r - d 

( 2) � F r e e d o m, R i g h t s and P r i v i l e g e s ho u l d no t  be deni ec , i n 
v a l i ! o r ma . mi l i t a r i l y , e c o n o mi c a l l y , end p o l i t i c a l l y . 

( 3) Open t he ba r l - t e r e and wi t hdr aw t he Uuar á - dut y 0 f  : ; . ? . 

( 4) Suc h s i g n s as "N.o J t er ' , ' ' Y o u ^t » , - I l o Or i e n t i l a or  
Co l o r ed admi t t ed ' ' and ¿ t e . v .hi ch ñ er a f a mi í t e r  i n C t e f  
o r m a , must  be t a k en dp«n t h r o ugho ut  t he u T o t e . l i f  

( 5) l í o d i s c r i mi n a t i o n upon t he J ap anes e s e c u r i n g o c c u p a t i o n s . 

( 6) Sv er y o p p o r t u n i t y mus t  be .t even t o t he J á r r e s e s o j d i -
f o r  adv anc ement  i n t he A i r  C o r p s , i n t he T.r my, i t e t e" 
t he l ' a r i ne C o r p s . ' 

( ? ) í o l " i V r e f n ° f - d Í s r  m U S t  b 6 m i z e d * i t h °t h e r  C a u c a s i a n 
s o l d i e r  t o f i g h t  si c i e by s i d e . 

V OI CE Of  N I 3S I  





PROPOSI TI ON TO: Mr . Wade Head 

FROM: Mr . Kur at a 

J ul y 21, 1942. 

1. Equal  r i ght s t o al l  r es i dent s of  Post on. 

2. Al l  vot i ng pr i v i l ege gr ant ed bar r i ng none. 

3. Fr eedom of  Speech gr ant ed f or  a l l  causes , f or  t he wel f ar e 
and devel opment  of  Post on and i t s pot ent i al  r esour ces . 

4. f ha equi t abl e ar r angement  of  al l owances . 

5� The t went y dol l ar s per  mont h f or  non wor ker s as pr esent  
demanded be r ec t i f i ed. 

6. The pr esent  pr ogr ess i ve pr ogr am of  Post on be pr esent ed i n 
f u l l  t o t he s at i s f ac t i on of  a l l . 

7. The devel opment  of  l ands and i ndus t r i es , i n t he di st r i bu-
t e of  pr oduct s , and pr o f i t s and l osses be c l ar i f i ed, 

8. TTnder  what  super v i s i on and condi t i on ar e each devel opment s 
t o be under t aken, by r es i dent s of  Post on, or  by Feder al  
gover nment . 

3, The pr i v i l ege t o enj oy al l  t he conf i nes of  t he Col or ado 
Ri ver  I ndi an Reser vat i on dur i ng our  r es i dence i n Post on. 

10. Af t er  t er mi nat i on of  t he war , t he f u l l  r es t or at i on of  al l  
Ci v i l  r i ght s , f r eedom of  t r avel  and r es i dence be gr ant ed t o 
al l  and t he assur ance of  t he F ei er al  Gover nment  i n assi st -
i ng t o r e- est abl i shi ng our sel ves . To agai n enj oy t he peace 
and pr osper i t y of  our  gr eat  nat i on. 

{284) 



Regi onal  F i l es 103, Wash. D.C 
Mi yamot o 

Let t er  f rom Har l yy H# Gi l l , Supt . and Regi st r at  o f  Nor t her n Cal . 
Congr egat i onal  Chur ches t o E . R. F r yer . 
J ul y 31, 1942 

My Dear  Mr . F r yer : 

I  had hoped to cal l  on you t oday but  pr ess of  ot her  mat t er s had pr e-
vent ed. 

Yest er day I  v i s i t ed t he Tanf or an Assembl y Cent er , and whi l e t her e 
had a br i ef  conver sat i on wi t h Rev. E . J # Kawamor i t a, who, I  bel i eve, 
i s pr es i dent  of  t he J apanese Chur ch Feder at i on of  Nor t her n Cal i f or ni a. 
He pl aced i n my hand two copi es of  a r ecent  l et t er  wr i t t en by a J ap-
anese who i s i n t he r el ocat i on cent er  at  Post on, Ar i zona./ Thi s was 
t o a J apanese f r i end i n Tanf or an and was wr i t t en i n J apanese and has 
been t r ans l at ed. I  am encl osi ng a copy. 

The r equest  whi ch i s bei ng made of  you, and whi ch I  am sur e you wi l l  
agr ee i s r easonabl e and a necess i t y , i s t hat  at  t he ear l i es t  possi bl e 
moment  an i ce maki ng pl ant  be i ns t al l ed at  Post on t o r el i eve t he 
peopl e, espec i al l y t he s i ck , and t hat  f or  i mmedi at e hel p car l oads of  
i ce be sent  t her e. 

I  am sur e you appr eci at e havi ng such mat t er s br ought  di r ec t l y t o 
your  at t ent i on. 

Ytfith k i ndest  r egar ds and best  wi shes , I  am 



Regi onal  P i l es 103, Wash.D.C. 
Mi yamoto 

Mr . Har l ey H. Gi l l , 
Supt . and Regi st r ar  
Nor t her n Cal . Congr egat i onal  Conf . 
1164 Phel an Bui l di ng 
San F r anc i sco, Cal . 

Dear  Rev. Gi l l : 

Thi s wi l l  acknowel dge r ecei pt  of  your  l et t er  of  J ul y 31, 1942, t r ans-
mi t t i ng a copy of  a l et t er  wr i t t en by a J apanese per son at  t he Col o-
r ado Ri ver  War  Rel ocat i on Pr oj ect  at  Post on, Ar i zona. 

We r eal i ze t hat , t o t hose per sons not  accust omed t o t he hot , dr y, 
wi ndy cl i mat e of  Ar i zona, t hi s exper i ence must , i ndeed, be di scom-
f or t i ng and to some, al most  unbear abl e. I t  i s , per haps, sur pr i s i ng 
t hat  t he compl ai nt s have been so f ew. 

I ce i s needed, but  despi t e t he best  ef f or t s of  t he Pr oj ect  Di r ect or , 
he has t hus f ar  been unabl e t o obt ai n suf f i c i ent  i ce f r om sur r oundi ng 
t owns t o suppl y t he need s of  Post on. Meanwhi l e a sear ch i s bei ng 
made f or  used i ce maki ng machi nes. I t  i s expect ed, i f  t hi s r easear ch 
i s success f ul l , t o const r uct  an i ce pl ant  at  t he pr o j ec t . 

The t r ans l at ed l et t er , of  cour se, gr eat l y exagger at ed condi t i ons 
t her e, i nc l udi ng t he heat . 

Si ncer el y your s , 

(s i gned) 
E . R. Fr yer  
Regi onal  Di r ect or  



Regi onal  P i l es , l u3 Wash. L>.C. 
Mi yamot o * 

Thi s i s a t r ans l at i on of  a r ecent  l et t er  wr i t t en by 
a per son l i v i ng i n Post on, Ar i zona, t o her  f r i end, 
l i v i ng i n Tanf or an, who i s a member  of  Rev. Kawa-
mor i t a's Chur ch. Tr ansl at ed on J u l y , j (̂ 30, 1942. 

Pl ease excuse me f or  not  wr i t i ng sooner . F i nal l y we have been 
sent  i nt o t he deser t  of  Ar i zona, ¿v r̂ yday we ar e f i ght i ng agai nst  
ohe heat  and t he hot  dust y wi nd. As f ar  as our  eyes r each t he deser t  
st r et ches i n ever y di r ec t i on, and bar el y v i s i bl e i n one di r ect i on, i s 
t he bar e r ocky h i l l s f r om whi ch di r ect i on bl ows t he hot  wi nds r egi st er -
i ng 120 degr ees whi ch f eel  as i f  i t  had bl own f r om an oven. 

Those of  us who wer e not  usea t o such a heat  wi l t ed at  once upon 
our  ar r i val . On J ul y , 2nd, w« l ef t  Sal i nas and ar r i ved her e at  Post on 
t he nexfe day, 3 o 'c l ock i n t he af t er noon. As our  f i r s t  wel come t her e 
was a sandst or m t hat  bl ew i nt o our  noses andmout hs choki ng us and 
whi ch covered, our  hai r  wi t h a whi t e bl anket  of  dust  and sand. The 
smel l  of  i t  was i ndescr i babl y nauseat i ng. Weak f r om empty st omach 
and suddenl y exposed t o t hi s hor r i bl e and hot  sandst or m I  vomi t ed bl ood 
and was i mmedi at el y put  t o bed sever el y ai l i ng. On t he next  day t he 
Four t h of  J ul y , I  agai n vomi t ed bl ood. I  cal l ed a doct or  who exami ned 
me expect i ng me t o be t uber cul ar  but  he r eassur ed me t hat  my l ung was 
good, but  t hat  t he cause of  bl ood- vomi t i ng was due t o my l ack of  nour -
i shment . 

For  t he f ol l owi ng week t he t emper at ur e never  came bel ow 117 de-
gr ees . At  ni ght  t hehot  wi nd di d not  cease and we wer e compel l ed t o 
sl eep ouosi de gazi ng t he st ar s , but  we coul d not  s l eep. Not  oneof  
us was abl e to t ake f ood. Onl y gr adual l y have we become abl e t o bear  
t he heat , dur i ng t he i nt ense heat  we pr ac t i cal l y l i ve i n t he shower  
rooms whi l e i n our  bar r acks we ar e compel l ed t o pour  wat er  over  our  
cot s dr enchi ng our  beddi ngs and t hus we l i ve l i ke ducks. Si nce about  
two or  t hr ee days ago t he t emper at ur e came down t o 110 degr ees and at  
l as t  we ar e begi nni ng t o f eel  l i ke human bei ngs . When we go out si de 
we must  cover  our  heads wi t h wet  t ow&l s and we wi sh you coul d see how 

we l ook . Ever yone at  f i r s t  seemed as i f  t hey had f or got t en t hei r  smi l es 
f ar  away, and t her e i s har dl y any t al k i ng, al l  we can hear  t he t he heavy 
br eat hi ng f r om t he down- cast  f aces , but  l at el y t he l as t  two or  t hr ee 
days, as t he r esul t  of  t i ie l esseni ng of  heat , gr adual l y we s$emed to 
have come t o l i f e . A young man who ar r i ved her e about  two and a hal f  
mont hs ago wel comed us and r emar ked t hat  i n about  two mont hs or  so, you 
wi l l  become accust omed t o t hi s heat . 

Ther e ar e many r at t l esnakes her e and we hear  r epor t s t hat  peopl e 
ar e k i l l i ng t hem her e and t her e i n camp. Yest er day, m our  nei ghbor hood, 
I  saw a t en- year  ol d l i ve r at t l esnake t hat  had been put  i n a box by i t d 
capt or . 

When we ar r i ved f r om Sal i nas , t her e wer e deat hs dai l y among i n-
f ant s and ol d peopl e. Thi s added t o our  wor r i ed and depr essed f eel i ngs 
and we wonder ed what  woul d become of  our sel ves . But  si nce t he r el i ef  
i n t emper at ur e, deat h became r educed and we hear  most l y of  bl oody 
noses and we f eel  encour age .̂; s t i l l  i t  i s ver y har d f or  t he babi es 
and t he ol d peopl e. Whi l e we wer e s t i l l  i n Sal i nas we had hear d i n 
vague r umor s t hat  t her e wer e f r equent  deat hs i n Ar i zona, but  onl y upon 
ar r i val  was t hi s gr i m f act  pl ai ned r eveal ed t o us . 

Ther e ar e deadl y scor pi ons l ur ki ng ever ywher e. Not  one of  us had 
been st r uck by uhe cr eat ur e, but  a f r i end of  our s k i l l ed one r ecent l y 
and t her e f cer e two f ound i n t he men's shower  r oom. Not  l ess t han 
t went y scor pi ons had been seen i n t he camp; f or t unat el y our  eyes had 
been qui cker  t han t he power  of  t he scor pi on t o st r i ke us . 

Ther e ar e t hr ee camps i n Post on. The f i r s t  had al r eady been f i l l ed 
by t he peopl e f r om Los Angel es and I mper i al  Val l ey ar eas when we ar r i ved« 



L e t t e r  f r om woman i n P o s t o n t o f r i e n d at  T an f o r an , c o n t ' d . 

T h i s f i r s t  camp h o l ds about  10 , 000 p e o p l e ; we wer et he f i r s t  gr oup 

t L a i Z i r  ¿ V f ?  ̂ ? a m p S n d d a i l y n e w R i v a l s come her e f ?om 
t ê g e e | o ne o f  Cal  i f o r n i a . ThA t h i r d camp i s s t i l l  uno c c up i ed 
but  we b e l i e v e t hat  as s oon as o ur s i s f i l l e d , t f t ey wi l l  bec ;i n t o 
s end newc omer s t o i t . e 

I t  c e r t a i n l y i s ex t r emel y ho t  ana our  t ear s have d r i ed I o n s ago 
and we ar e al mos t  i n c ap ab l e o f  s heddi ng t ea r s now, but  i n » i t e o f  i t  
I  s t i l l  do c r y f r om s u f f e r i n g and v e x a t i o n . 

Dur i ng t he s ands t o r ms y o u c anno t  s ee one i n c h ahead, b u t  we ar e 

T ^ t l ^ l  i 1 ? � f r o m ° f f  f eet * My y o unger  s i s t e r , Mar i e , was once 
a l i t t l e l a t e i n r u n n i n g i n t o t h e ho us e when s he was c aught  s udden l y 
by t he s t or m and she was t hr own aga i n s t  her  s t e p s . T h i s i s no t  a 
p l ac e f o r  human b e i n g s t o l i v e ; some p eo p l e s ay t hat  i n I t e 1800 
t h e I n d i a n s f i  o had oeen p l ac ed her e had p e r i s h ed f r om t he heat  and 
s i nc e t hat  t i me i t  had been t enan t - l es s t i l l  nww t he J ao anes e hhd 
been s ent  h e r e . T h i s p l ac e i s no t  y et  c o mp l et ed, ev er y day t he 
c ar p en t er s ar e wo r k i n g . One o f  t he s o l d i e r s guar d i ng t h i s p l ac e 
d i ed o f  s uns t r o k e t wo or  t h r ee day s ago . On t op o f  t h i s , t her e i s 
no i c e o r  c o l d wat er  her e wher e t her e a r e so many p eo p l e c r av i ng f o r  

? ^ ° L r f r e S h i n g W S t e r  a n d P e ° P l e commonl y s i gh f o r  a d r i nk 
o f  i c e c o l d b o t t l e r  o f  Co c a- Co l a. I n t he k i t c h e n t her e i s o n l y one 
F r i g i d a i r e but  no i c e i s a v a i l a b l e f o r  t he gen er a l  p eo p l e , and i t  i s 
t r ag i c f o r  t he s i c k p eo p l e ar e t hus d e p r i v e d . Many peo p l e who ar e s i c k 
her e c an be s av ed i f  t her e wer e i c e a v a i l a b l e f o r  t hem, but  t her e 
seems t o be no r e l i e f  f o r  t hem. We ar e p e t i t i o n i n g t he a u t h o r i t i e s 
t o c o ns t r uc t  an i c e- mak i ng p l a n t  f o r  t he r d i e f  o f  t hes e p e o p l e . 

P l eas e f o r  y o ur  own b e n e f i t  p e t i t i t o n t he a u t h o r i t i e s t o be 
s ent  t o T u l e L ak e . P eo p l e who ar e ac c us t omed i n s uc h c o o l  p l ac es as 
San F r an c i s c o wi l l  no t  be ab l e t o s t and t he t e r r i b l e head o f  A r i z o n a , 
o r  e l s e y ou wi l l  r ep eat  t he t r agedy we hav e gone t h r o ugn . Re l a t i v e 
o f  o ur s who ar e now i n Tul e L ak e wr i t e s t o us s ay i ng t hac i t  i s vei y 
p l eas an t  t h e r e . t i e u r ge t hat  y o u p eo p l e at  T an f o r an wi l l  t r y y o ur  
hes t  t o be s ent  t o T u l e L ak e . Onl y t hos e who ar e ac c us t omed t o l i v e 
i n hot  c l i mat es s ho u l d come her e i n y o ur  s t ead . The t h r ee t ho us and 
s i x hundr ed p eo p l e o f  Sa l i n as ar e t r ag i c exampl es o f  t h i s mi s f o r t u n e . 
To p eo p l e who u s ed t o l i v e i n t he c o o l  p l a c es s uc h as Mo nt er ey , S a l i n a s , 
and . / a t s o n v i l l e , i t  i s u n b e a r a b l e ; ev en peo p l e f r om £1 Cent r o and o t her  
p l a c es i n I mp er i a l  Va l l ey f i n d i t  d i f f i c u l t  h e r e . On t op o f  t h i s A u * 
us t  wi l l  be much h o t t e r  t han i t  i s no w. Some p eo p l e say t hat  bec aus e 
t he I n d i an s who had b een s en t  t o t h i s r e s e r v a t i o n ov er  a c en t u , y ago 
had been ex t er mi nat ed by t he i n t en s e heat  o f  Augus t , t ney c a l l e d t h i s 
l a t t e r  h o , s eas o n , " I n d i a n Summer ". Du r i ng t he day t i me no r ad i o s t a t i o n s 
c an be h ear d un l y a f t e r  e l v en o ' c l o c k i n t he ev en i ng does Los Angel es 

 ̂ r e c e i v e d . P ho no gr aphs c anno t  be p l ay ed bec aus e t hey 
ar e s o f t  an d t wi s t e d f r o m t he h e a t . Wat er  i s v e r y har d and c l o t h es 
c anno t  be was h ed c l ea n , and dus t  c anno t  be was hed out  o f  o ur  h a i r s . We 
go t o t he s hower s t o g a i n r e l i e f , we get  s o ak ed , we come bac k and i n 
f i f t e e n mi nut es ev er y t h i n g i s dr y a g a i n ; t he r ooms ar e l i k e an o v er , 
and our  c l o t h es ar e ho t  and u n b e a r a b l e . 

< T h i S . 1 ? t t e r  seems t o be ex p r es s i o n s o f  no t h i ng but  woes and pes s -
i mi s m, but  i t  i s a l l  a b s o l u t e l y t r u e . The s u f f e r i n g t hat  we have bo r ne 
i s eno ugh , we do no t  want  o t her s t o s u f f e r . P l eas e ar r ange wi t h a l l  
y o ur  po wer  t o hav e o t her  p eo p l e t r a n s f e r r e d t o o t h er  r e l o c a t i o n c en t er s 
so t hat  t hey wi l l  no t  r epeat  t he h o r r i b l e ex p er i enc es we ar e go i ng t h r o ugh 
I t  i s so ho t  t hat  t o wr i t e t h i s l e t t e r  i s a g r eat  e f f o r t  on my p a r t . 
P l eas e g i v e our  r egar ds t o o t her s and s ay t hat  we ar e j us t  b a r e l y ex i s t -


