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There are two groups of people in the Center regarding this
metter, The first group requests that the seme kind ctprotmfn_
and maintenance as that afforded by the WRA continue to be mm
to them for the dwration by WRA or by some other Government sgemey.

The second group is willing either to return to the West Cosst
or relocete elsewhere provided a certain number of their roéuutl are
grented by the Government,

FIRET CROUP: Due to the 1ifting of the Bvscuetion Order, the
return of the people of a‘aﬁamu ancesiry to the West Coast has be- .
come possible. However, the mejority of the people find thonu_iﬁa
in a situstion which makes it impossible for them to evell theme
selves of the opportunity thus of fered. They, therefore, request
thet the seme kind of pmtection &s that afforded by the WRA continue
to be provided. Thelr reasoms:

1, The mentel blow ceused by the forced evacuation was so
severe that they ere unwilling to go out of the cenmter.

2. The economic structure built by the people of Japanese
ancestry in the pest helf = qnmy had been redically dutroﬁd.

5, Theopression snd persecution of the Jep anese minority is |
still existing in the outside commnities. i |

4. This group has an uneasiness which erises out of the fact
thet the Issel are too old ond mo young people ere with them to
help in case they declde to start any enterprise--particularly
sgriculture, The average ags of e Issel now is sixty-one years
end it is impos=ible to undertake eany business successfully without
the help of their sons. But most of the Nisel heve relocated to
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the Mlddle West or Hast, and some of them ere in the smmed forces,
Be :

6. ur. Hilton Eisenhower, former director of the WRA,
apnounced in & pamphlet which are distributed smong the Japanese
people in the essembly centers that the relesstion centers would de
kept open for the durstion of the war., Hany people acted on the
basis of thet snnouncement. They disposed of their property rights
end mede other arrangenents 6a the West Cosst, Therefore, they
pave nothing on the West Coast to go back to.

SECOND GROUP: This group is willing either to return to the
West Coest or relocete elsewhere, provided the following requests
are granted: .

1, That the Governmemt provide speciel protectiom through
Federel asgencles for the 1ife and property of returned evacuees.
They think that in certain esses loesl suthorities ere mot sdequate
to provide protection, \

2, Thet the Government ecteblish & meens to give e guerentee of
living to those "lw g0 out until they fimmly re-establish themselves,
This hglnris t0 be extended to relieve suffering from leck of liveli-
hood snd shell be given on @ basis similar to the Armyt*s dependency
_sllotment or es unemployment insurence benefits or out of cash
espeeirlly sppropriated from the Federal Administretionts fund.

8, Thet the present relocetion cash grant be Incressed and
elso that the penslty provision in connection with 1t be eliminated,
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lost of the people are altogether out of funds on secount of
the foreced evacwation. In additlon, living in e Center in which the
- basie pay 1s §16 per month for 2} years, the people heve been forced
to epend most of whet they hed left, Therefore, those who remein
~4n the Center ere those who cannot afford to relocates They are not
on the whole wege earners, Most of them sre business men and
famerse If they relocste now, it will take several months before
they cem re-establish themselves in the kind of businesses in which
they were engeged before evecuation, They need some funds to tide
them over the period in which they cem meke plens snd executd them
so that they can finally get started end become ult-mpperting.

4. Thet a counseling sm.h. be established In the WRA offices
which would be maintaeined for the duratiom.

5o Thst the Government extend loens to those who = tart agrie
eulturel or other enterprises and slso to individuals who s re wage
eerners, to relieve them in case of emergency. |

About 70% of the people are engaged in independent industries
prior to evacustion. Therefore, real re-construction of livelihood
e¢an be schieved only through & plentiful supply of 10&83. This is
the resson why this group requests that loens be extended to &ll
those who were engaged in egriculture, business, or menufacturing
industries, The losmns offered through the Ferm Security Adminise
tretion and the Recomstruction Finence Corporation are limited to
Nisei only, but it is the Issel who meed the losmns more than the
Therefore, this group belleved that the fact thet they are
evsouees should be sufficient grounds to qualify them to recelve
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~ losns. Mm,wmmmhtmbuthﬂ |
tosns, $his eollsteral provision should be altogether ignored by
the Govermment. Also, the ymﬁiu thet the reciplemts of loens
- must §a eitizens should be set -im. |

' The ssme trestment es regards Mnhﬂhomﬂw
evacuees whe are wage eerners or lesborers. .

&, That housing facilities be ﬁovﬂed for rqliimt.mi. It
seems the housing shortage on the outside is discouraging m
svacuses from relocsting. Therefore, this group requests that the
Government encoursge the establishment of more hostels, f

¥hen we were evagueted, we went to essembly centers then were
trensferred to relocetion centers. Now, "disassembly centers” should
be set up at vitsl points on the West Coast to give hmm t© the
‘mo'u'u so thet they eould relocate froa these centers to the
cutside.

e housing shortege should be cessed by puilding houses through
the FHA for returning eveeuées in big end importart cities on the
West Coast. ‘

7. That property service be extemded for the duretion for
those eveouees who need it.

g8, Tet & public relations agency be established to fight
enti-Jepenese movements and propegandae

9, That, to ssfeguard against evacuee's siclimess and injury,
‘the Government grent e sickness emd injury insurence policy to each
evacuse for the durstion.

10. That the government exert its influence so thet evacuess
ean buy life, fire, suto, and other insumence policies,



in emergency sessions, By overwhelming populer vote, eleven blocks of this
unit have alreedy accorded the Commnity Council snd the Poston Community Con-
gress full confidence.

initiated by the Cosmmunity Couneil, the present Congress iz composed
of a membership which includes the following recognized representatives] a
councilmen, advisor, and block menager with his assistent from each block, the
Fair Prectice Boayd members, and hesds of works divisions., To retain the obe
jectives of representing only the welfare and interest of the recidents, the
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wholesale shattering of ideals, lead many t & state of desperstion; confusions
by multiple changes, long delays in the payment of token and nominel cash ad-

vances, ¢lothing allowances, and other regrettable circumstances aggravated the
matters. 71he immediate incident is the evrest and confinement of George Mujii
and lsexms Uchids on Sunday, November 15, mwmmnm-—&
My, George Mujil has : - , vi
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Late that night, & certain group from & certain block went around the
blocks, ringing messhall bells and asking the residents to arouse themselves to
a meeting st the Cottonwood Bowl, To those gathered at the Cottonwood Dowl, the
sponsoring group made sn anncuncement of the progrese of the ocaze only up the
negotistions which had failed on Thursday, The Speaker stated
roady on sympathy strike, Strike was called for here and with the acclaim of

groups from the same body went to Unit One and Three to publish this fact, On
Saturday morning, Hovember 21, at a regulerly called meeting of the Block Mansgers,
Falr Prectice Board, heads of departments, Councilmen and Advisors of Unit Iwo, a
report in full was made of the progress of the negotiations and the fuct that fure-
ther action would necessayrily have to wait the definite reply from Unit One which
- would be gathered at their ten o'olock meeting. Mnthumtmmtl‘::o

de
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Cottonwood Howl the previous night. Although the morning passed and

made several times, no reply on whether Unit One had accepted the final negotia-
tion terms was made known, leanwhile, the seme group sponsoring the meeting at
the Cottonwood Bowl the previous night came en masse and requested that the reports
of the recent negotiations be made befure the body and to which it was agreed. In
the afternoon, therefore, & report wasg made at this o wag
gored by Block 211, At that meeting, a representative from Unit » led by Mr,
Nagei, made a speech which did not reply to the negotiation, but indicated that
gsituation wee such that we should go on sympathy strike. This mass meeting wee
steered for a strike novement, All opposition was squelched effectively. The
Councilmen of Unit Two, Advisors together with the Block Msnagers, the Fair Prac-
tice Board and the department heads met immediately im the Persomnel Messhall %o
consider their reesction to thisz Cottonwood Bowl demonstretion. It wae agreed that
& supvey would be made and ballots taken on the populsr wish of the people through
their respective blocks and with that in mind the body retired to the evening af-
ter supper. At that following meeting it was revealed that definitely at least
nine blocks were not in favor of the strike as outlined in either meeting at the
Cottonwood Bowl and two blocks had no survey yet and, therefore, voted in faver of
continuing the organized bodies of this unit, On the following day, Sunday, Nov-
ember 28, the same group of representatives met end determined that for thiz emer-
gency period, this body would constitute itself es & Poston Two Community Congress
and represent the populay will and the self-govermment of ite people, It returned
a definite report that an uncoerced secret ballot revealed that rezidents of eleven
blocks voted full confidence to the orgenized and now existing self-government bod-
ies and against recognition of strike in the form as called by the present sponsors
of this strike movement,

The chronological detail is presented solely for the purpose of clarify-
ing those to whom it may concern that the issue is not one of strike or no strike,
belief and prectice in selfegovernment in o democratiec manner., Partl-
n which the meetings at
the Cottonwcod Bowl were conducted wherein no accord was given the oppoeing views
and wherein speakers seeking to express views contreary to strike were overenthu-
slasstically and vulgarly cajoled, The Congress of Unit Two believes that every
led to express his views and to vote on all issues

|
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Te the people of Poston Unit Cne,
offer our cooperation to aid ia the fulr, just,
4ifficulties and attain a definite

quest we have vigilantly and actively eadeav

November 23, 1942

POSTON II COMMUNITY CONGRESS



Extract from letter
Poston I
Friday p.m., July 30, 1943

I got in here along with Colonel Gould and a sergeant for Camp
Savage plus Dr. Ade late last Sunday night, and was met in style, taken
to the Grand View to cancel my reservation, and driven to the pro ject.
At Poston they don't send a black Maria to collect the visiting firemen,
as they seem to do at Gila. The five days here have been very illuminating
to me, and I have been fortunate in finding early Len Nelson, Administrator
of Unit I. He was the acting director during the strike and demonstration
of last November. He has taken great vains to keep me comfortable and
show me everything; he has also overcome me with the supply of typists,
secretaries, and intervreters he has rounded up for my use. Home was never
like this.

Beginning Monday the place has been full of tension and apprehension
over various issues: 1) the cut in employment; 2) segregation; 3) the be-
lief on the part of the people that Poston is to be closed entirely on Sep-
tember l--this rumor has unfortunately been nourished by the publication of
the list of centers which are to receive the transfers from Tule Lake, and
the list did not include Poston, Gila River, or Manzanar; it was fattened
remarkably by the Examiner quote of Mr. Myer, which stated that all centers
were to be closed, 75,000 people would be leaving them, and only one center
would remain open, Tule Lake--; 4) the last minute call from Governor Osborne,
forbidding the sending of 175 evacuee student teachers to the summer session
at Fort Apache. This was announced yesterday, first at a closed meeting
of labor board, exec. com. and representatives from the council, by
Mr. Nelson, and later in the afternoon to the group of kids who were getting
packed up to go. Nelson probably saved the place a demonstration by ga~
thering in the key evacuees and talking frarkly with them. This change in
plans has been very bad all the way around, as all the teachers out on
annuel leave were at this time en route to Fort Apache to be there on Monday;
the students were packing furniture had been shipped ahead, and even ration
points had been forwarded to the Indian Service for the use of the people
from here. The implications of this refusal of permission to young people
who had refrained from relocating and promised to stsy on another year
here out of a sense of duty, to attend a course of instruction which was
designed to help them in the Americanzation of the children here, are pretty
serious. I have learned that Mr. N. advised that Head ask the Governoér's
sanction some weeks ago, before special instructors were hired, and plans
went further. The advice was not taken, and the Gov. learned indirectly
of the "plot" to take the kids to Apache.

, The general feeling here is that it is only the large-looming of
segregation that has prevented a blow-up over both the employment-cut and
the Apache matter. I could expound on both these subjects, but my time is
short and I want to get this letter off to you while I have a typewriter.

I have learned a good deal of the difficulties arising from the
souble jurisdiction exercised here. The evacuees have wavered between be-
lief in what the Indian Service says and what WRA says, and they seem to




‘have a genius for contradictingz each other, and tend now to believe nothing
elther says. I have a much better knowledge of what actually happened and
the relation of one event to another in the Poston "Incident# than I ever

had before. O0fficial reports sent in to Washington reveal far less than they
conceal, I have concluded. :

My first day here I sat in at a meeting of the manpower commission,
where the chief topic of discussion was the cutting of employment for the
month of August. Next day I was present at the meeting of Unit I's Block
Managers. As the only person on hand from Washington, I was asked to help
quash the rumor that Poston was closing September 1. The next morning the
Chronicle contained an explicit article outlining segregation and lifted from
the Rohwer paper. It was run all around a statement, official, verifying
the choice of Tule Lake as a segregation center. This was released to Poston
at 3:00 P.M. the previous day. The evacuees had been told that details of
the program would be given them the minute the staff had them. Then simul-
taneously comes the Rohwer paper, showing that Rohwer had been in possession
of the facts some days earlier or else that the administration here was de-
liverately lying when it said it did not have the details. That was one
mess. The Fort Apache disappointment broke, and then came the Examiner ar-
ticle quoting, or I trust, misquoting the Director, and sounding as if sun-
down of day after tomorrow would find every living soul removed from all
projects but Tule Lake.

The closed meeting of all the key evacuees was held to try to work
out all these problems. Just before it came off, Nelson got me out of my
barracks and said the acting director, Burge, and he both felt it would help

if I would write a statement for publication in the next day's Chronicle in
both languages, on the abandonment of Poston theme, and if I would attend
this closed meeting and speak up at need. It was certainly a new role for

me, but I was able to state that I had not heard, either at the Conference

of P.D.s or at the last staff meeting, anything at all to indicate that any-
one dreamed of closing any project until time and relocation had decreased
the population to the point where economy necessitated combining the centers.
They also asked if Tule Lake was to be run like an internment camp by the
army. They were very worried on that score. I spoke with considerable as-
surance on that point, but by golly, by the time evening came yesterday, I
began to wonder myself, if Poston maybe wasn't goinz to be turned over to pri-
soners of war! These rumors get you, after a while. I reported formerly
that at Gila, the personnel, including the P.D. asked me very seriously if

I knew whether Gila River was going to be abandoned. I was dumbfounded, that
early in this trip, but said I hadn't heard anything about any such notion,
and it seemed very fantastic to me. I assure you it is a very new experience
to me to be treated as if I knew something about what makes WRA run, and I
find myself being shaken with inward mirth very frequently. On the other
hand, let me assure you that I have been very discreet about anything I
uttered, stuck fast to saying only what was fact when I was in Washington,
and bent over backward to avoid any inference being drawn that I was mother-
confessor to Dillon Myer.

I had a long and fruitful interview with Mr. Sodono, a pioneer of
Imperial Valley, a perfectly wonderful old man. I had a secretary take down
everything he said--and it was fortunate, as he talks rapidly and all his
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letters ells are r's, so that the evacuee girl was much better able to cope
with the flow than I. Another interview with a daughter of the Samurai _
nearly slew me. She is a very intelligent and highly educated woman, doing
research on Leighton's project. Her recital of the occupation days here,
and at the assembly centers was pretty hard to take. It wasn't an official
report, but the spoken word of a person whose charm and wit would make her
outstanding anywhere and who had been through this sheep-herding process.

%




R L T S S E———

After Decesber 7, lode

n—mgrmamgymmmmmmmwm.u_ P
I vere gebting our fishing e uipmont topsther so Wtwammém-' :
ing. It was clowdy all day yesterday oo 1t felt very good %o see the
mmiu,.mralafmwamymusfotohthniossohtamnha
Gould gsteh the Pirst stwi,ed bass, At last we sterted off for pegio
Boseh, After driving for sbout tem minutes we resched s larce sand hild
and from thowe we walked up to the beneh, We ruced up the sand hill amd
dmuaiutammaahanéeawtthWthmm After
m&mfwm:ummam«mmmwammm
tfusmtte%mtwwwtmuum'&mﬁ perehss al-

- bogethor im Two bours,” A little later .me of the boys felt » strung bite

on'his line snd shen he tricd to pull 4% in, 16 wes very heaws and didntd
wove very wuch, We bhought thet it was caught en ome of bis reefs so we
went to Blp him, but it sterted to jerk so hard that he me.rly loct his
pole, He keyt on resling in enly to have the fish ;11 it oub sgain, A%

~ lest after fighting for swhile the fish tired out and we pulled it out of

the witer and dragged 1t up to the besgh, It woo a large styiped boss

welghing ebout thirty pounde and it was sbout four feet long, After seeing

mtmmmmmmummmm'mm.mmm
ws meggutaptm“-mm busa, AL noon the oldest boy, who
wis the cook, wmwra;ped all the packages of food and sbarted sooking, Ve
vent along the beagh and gathored the drdit and mde - uice fire, He took
out & pam and cooked the mond for the barbeque. ALl of us quit fishing

sad watehed im, wnd we could hsrdly wait for bhe mest to turn brows, When
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it finally was cooked we took out paper plates and put in the meat bqside'
the gal=ad and cekes, We_drank soda’pops and tore off hunks of French bread
and started eating with our fingers because we forgot the forks. FEven
though a little sand got on the salad and meat it certainly tastsd good
because all of us were nearly starved,

About 2 hundred feet from the ocean there was a high cli%f which came
right down to the beach. It was formed by the sand which had hardened and
it was so steep that we had to build steps to go up to the top. 0On the
face of the cliff we carved out our names and went climbing all over it,
making footholds with a little hatchet., There was one place where the
cliff was almost perpendicular to the ground so I went there and cerved
ﬁy initials, Wnile I was adding the finishing touches to it I dug into a
swall hole and & scorpian came out, It scared me so much thzt I nearly
fell off and started to slide down towards the steep part but my friend
reached over with a stick and I crabbed it just in time, We killed the scor-
pian end exemined it, Since this was the first ti e I had seeaone I tuought
that &1l scorpians looked like this one. It was sort of transparént and
the color of it was red. It was about one and one half inches in length
and wasn't very large.

After pleying around for awnlle we made a slide on that eliff. .Since
this cliff was nearly zs high as one of Poston's water towers, nobody wént- :
‘ed to be the first one to try it. Later one of the boys got encugh nerve
to slide down and the other followed, Ohce we went down there it wasn't
so bad th- second time and all afternoon we juct climbed up and slid down

the cliff, Later we started to meke more dangerous ones and when we went



down one of these we couldn't sto, even though we wanted to, because it
was _so steep. There were many bumps on the way down go the slide was like
a snake, 'hen we hit one of these bumps while éoing dovm we would go fly-
ing up and come down on our seats and it sure would hurt, Once when I waé
going dowvn I hit a large bump and when I came down I lost con;rol and roll-
ed dowvm the cliff down to the beach.

When I tired I got my camerz and took pictures of the boys coming down,
I also took pictures of them making the slide, the picture of some of the
largest fish, and ; picture of the boys eating. We also brought along some
guns so we shob at targets placed on the ¢liff, When our bulliets ran out
we went to the glide again,

At for p.m. we hesded for home, and when we reached there I heard many
people talking %oux Pearl Harbor., I listened to them for awhilé and went
to my redio and listened to it to see ii it wes £rue; The details of the
Pearl Harbor attack was given so I decided that it must be true. I didn't
expect.a.war to start this early but I knew that a war would'begin sooner
or later, I had reed in magazines and newspapers that Japan had a third
class air force and that the varsh ps weTe bumilt top heavy and were no good,
The airplanes of Japan used in China must have been about third class
.but since they had no opposition they didn't need any good airyglsnes. The
zero fighters and bombers they are us ng now are certeinly on.of the worldls
bedt., The zero fighter has a 1,650 horsepower engine and it carries two
cannons end two machine guns, The best part of it is thot it is highly
manuverable andit can clib up way into the strétosphere. Last year I

read a newsPapef headline which said that tie United States Navy can wipe



= &

out the Japanese Navy in two weeks if it hed & chence. The war has been
going on for over ten months and the Japanese mavy is still strong and
dangerous. The Japanese army showed its strength when it captured Sing-
aporc in = few months, This was a véry strong fortress andit was suppos-
ed .to take Japan sbout ten years to captire it.
The rest of tie family was feeling sad bout th- war starting, so they
didn't talk zbout it sovmuch, The Japanese school quit a little later and
we also quit taking kendo and judo lessons., In San Luis Obispo we used
to go to the Japanese school right after we finsihed high school. The
teacher we had gave us a lot of home work md it was pretty hard so I
wasn't very sorry hen we quit it, I didn't want to quit judo but since
tﬁe teacher went back tower just before the war, we didn't have any judo,
The day after the war started we went to school as usualy but they didn't
talk about the war as much as I had expected them to. Buring the seecnd
-period we went into the auditorium and had to listen to the President's
speech, During th:t speech I didn't feel wry good sitting in there be-
‘cause I kmew that many people in there would hsve a grud-e against us,
After the President had finished his peech the prineipal of our school
gave us anbther speech concerning us, He said that he felt sorry for us
and that he wants nobody to tease us or anyth ng like thet. After the first
weel in the wer nobody talked to us about the war, Every thing went along
as though there was no war and I still got along pretty well with my friends,
‘inspite of the war, Most of the students in that school were pretty good
fellows and we never even got teased and nobody called us "Japs® as I had
expected them to do, The only way we were reminded thot there was a war

going on was, that we had air drills guite often, Since we lived near the
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coast, there was a chance that we mght got bombed from the Japanese bomb-
ers, When there %as an air raid drill the bell rang differently from  the :
#500 deATl. Ve immediztely stbod up and marched out in order, Students
were appointed to close the windows and shutters, and another Heréon led
the others out of the classroom, We marchsd down to he hallend lined up
in our proper places, Our hall wzs BEppose to be a very good bomb shel-
ter because there weaé rooms on both side of us and over us was a double
roof, During a fire many people get killed because the people get panicky
and don't know what they are doing, If they were trained to march out in
order then the number of people killed and injured would be reduced con-
siderably,

Not long after the war started we started hearing stories about many
Japenese being killei by the Filipinos in cold blood, Some of ﬁhe Fil-
ipinos wenf along and when they came to a Japanese home they knocked on '
the door, YWhen somebody came out to answer the-doo; he was saot, and the
bad part of it was that nothing was done ab ut these 3illings. lany peo-
ple were also knifed in the back. Even though nobody in San Luis Qbispo
was killed or woundsd we saw some Filipiﬁow in & car pass back and forth in
front of our plsce. ©Since theseFilipinos didn't live aSound here they
must have peen trying to get somebody., Another time I went into & store
end I saw a Filipino examining therifles therek so I walked out of there
in a hurry, After this I always kept my gun loaded at home to be sure
that no one would come in ana try to shat us, When we went somewhere
we.uéually went around in gangs. Yor awhile there were many fi hts be-
tween the ¥ilipinos and the Japanese, TWhen I came to Deleno there was fight

because of a crgp game, The Filipino was craszy engugh to pick
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on someone w.0 kmew judo, When the fight emded the other Filipimos urrm
away the beatem Filipino,

A feu weeks afte the war started a order ecame out that we had to tura
in our guns, swords, radios, and came as, In our town it was all right
to keep our radios if we to k oub the short wave eil for it, so we took
ours out and d.tdn'lt have to turn it in, I also had two cameras but I got ]
a pefﬂ'-i from the sherriff to hﬁp them because I was taking some pictures
for our high sehool annual, The only tiing that Itmrmed in was my rifle
and I sure hated to lose it but I thought that if T kept it I would get
into trouble so I tummed it in, When I wemnt to the police station to turn
it in, my gun was about the best ome there, Some of these guns wcre ruste
ed so mugh that the trigger woulldn't even work but the others wes pi-etty
good, To be sure that iw oulldn't rust, I ,ut om a thieck layer of grease
on thape ar'ter cleaning, It was wra ped in a greased cloth and a dry
cloth was put over this one, After signing the mecessary papers for it and
getting the receipt I had to answ-r some questions and have my fimgerpiimt
taken, The person who was borm in Japan h ad to Bave picturcs takem with
numbers around their nocks like an ordinary eriminal,

Just before we had to turn in our wea ons and our emme:as the —police
raié,d ly neighbor's place and teck away all his photegraphic equipment,
He had come from Salinss to make his living here, There were two brothers
and they w-re the ome who took us to the fishing trip. The older ome sup-
ported his yomger brother who went to California Polyteehnic in San Luis
Obispo, He mude his 1 vimg by dovelopimg and primting the rolls of film
that the people brought to the drug store, When they raided his plece
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they took avay ali his mwmmd @ ulymenl =h eh w.s wort. ov r .Viiou-‘
sand dollars, Shen he went t- b ;,.;u@ aui:..un to ses l.t' he cold gt 4%
bagk, they stuck his im s Juil, The moxt diy the jolice guuldn't get sny-
taln, s;ainst him 8o the let hig oub wnd returned his =, imsnt,

Whil: I sas worlng as o walter h & ehop susy rostaur.ut, maw Jas ansse
soldiers ‘n the United St tos irmy came ov r ¢ est, .%m»ﬁimﬂm
Japanese food thot they were used to'aatug 8o thy always ordered some sort
of Japemese food,’ The soldlers came from Camp Sen Luls wilch wus dbat five
Bllies from Ssn Luis Obis;o, Souwe even come {rom Cm Roverts 'lu;::&m
. ferty miles away, Oluce these scldi-re c.me ov r mmrly svery Friday, Sot-
urdey and umiay I smew them protiy weil, I used to try on thedr g & mesks
and helmets and thoy told me some th ngs aineut ths ®uye Ogﬂsﬁum.-aamnn
told mo to.come imto the 6.y amé visit him sowe day but I didn't have &
cange to. Bometlues when we »ent semeplice on the eur we wsed to tuke tiew
along, snc thers wee many . nEos mim im‘.um ‘or bue entertel.ment o.t' |
these Jupanes: soldies of t\tw Us 8. Armv, Before the way u’:ﬁ&l”tﬁﬁi,"’ﬁ;‘amg;

Sen Luds Bﬁin?o wag only & smail Motdonal Gumrd cunp, but when tiey sturted
to dreft the men 1t vew und shem Bhe w.r s.orted it we v ry large, o used,
to drive through 1t every time we went to Moro Bay amd I wae sur,rised at
the Nltc it grow, It wes just about i size of #un Luis Obispé and it held
twide «& pany men, Becsuse ¢l this capp nesy our t_im, tihe stoes rospersd
begause of the bus ness from the soldiers, Bvery weskend the town would be
full of soldiers andit wes not upususl to a»m a gouple & H.P.'8 esourt~

ing o soldier back to ceup %o help out the co k(K.P.) or to mpend sousef

wds time in tie guard house, , '

A little after Coristmas the Japanes. submarines stortdd to sink tinkers
off ths cossty Ome of these vinkirs, ti: Hontebelle, wis sunk out of Eetre

¢



Bay neur Cazucas., This place was abo.t fifteen miles away from San Luis
Obispo and it was early in the morning when the torpedo struck the t;nker.
Lhere was a great roar and even the window: in ‘Sen Tuis Obispo rattléd from
the concussioﬁ of the blast, slong the cozst on the way to Pismo beach they
have large coast artillery guns empleced along the hill near the beach, These
hére camouflaged with nets and the soldiers were onguard day and night,
These guns were placed to ward-off any attempted invasions on that coast and
also to shoot at submarines and battleships if they came withing range.

One dzy in Janaury we heard rumors th.-t we would have to get out of San
Luis Opispo. I talked it over w.th my friends and we didn't think thut they
would make us get outol our homes, because we were citizens and we had a
right to live thsre just like any oth r Kmerican citizen. Later I found
out that that beiug a citizen of th. s didn't me n anything., If it
was true that we had tomove.out we didn't tQink that it would be very soon
‘and we didn't hear anything about it for awnile. In February we read in the
newspaporthat we might have to get out and they were considering it. This
got us worried and we wondered where we ceuld EO.

It was duringthis time that thepolice came around to every Japancse
home and searched it, In our house they found a school uniform which they
wore in Japan, It belongd to my uncle and thepolice severely questioned
him, He had a very hard time trying to explain the policemen that it was
only a school uniform and not a military hiform. He alsc ha& ﬁo prove that
he had not militery training in Japa? and also answered some otuer absurd
questions. ‘hese men that searchad the Japanese homes usually drank "szke®
a very strong Japanese wiﬁé made from rice, at each nome., By the time they
finished searching all the nomes, some of tiem were so drunk thot they didn't

know what they were doing. One of the police joked and said as he left,
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"they ought to let us search your homes more often so that we could get
drunk sgain®, ’ | 2

" “A defenite order came out thit we had t. get out of San ILuis Obispo be-
fore the 24th of Februery, *Lis was about on the 10th so we had to get
vusy and be ready to get out, We Had to eell most of the tiiings which we
could not carry on our truck, Since most of the sec.nd earlers knew that
we would have to segl our things whether we wanted tc or noﬁ they offered
us little money for our goods, but we had t© sél; it anyway., “or instance,
we had t sell our piano for $4, a new foty gellon water heater and our
sofa together for $14,50, and thirty chairs and a t ble for $17,00, fhere
we¥e other things which we practically gave away to the junk deales, AfteT

getting all of our things seld and the other things packed we werer ready to
move, I went to school and got my drawinf's th t Imade in Mechernici:l draw-
Eng but since this wes drawingof Englend's Su,ermarine Spitfire 1 had to‘
destroy it because the F.B,I, might catc me with it anduse it as an ex-
cuse to roke my father to é concentrition camp. I also destroyed tie air lane
models th © I made. One of them was a two feet model of tue ..S;'Curtiss
. P-40. “ince we couldn't tuke all of our things in one truckload we left
some ol the thﬁng- in our ‘house. W e had to make about three truckioads all
togeth'r to take allof our t.ings o Fres no where we intended t go. When
we came back for the second truckload they walked into the cafe and found
one junk dealer attempting to walk off with the cash register, Ve also
found that the washing maching mac.ine wes stolen.,

On Febru:ry 18th, we moved to Fresio which was aboutonehundred and
fifty miles away, We stayeﬁ tns:ein‘a house witix our friend wnb also moved
from éan Luis Obispo. freeno . A larger eity thetuwhet I tuoght. It had

a popul:-tion of about 60,000 peo le so it was very easy to get lost in the
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town., That night when we reached Fresno my father and uncle went back to
San Luis dbispo for another load. Thev came back again the next dey but
had to take the truck back for the last load. Since they made three truck
loads the garage was full of the things that we couldn't leave ingide the
house. The next day after reaching Fresno, my friend and T went to the church
and watched the others coming in from San Luis Obispo. Since there were no
vacant hougses around there, many of the families slept inside the church. e
alsc walked down to the town to see what it was like, After walking around and
seeing the interesting parts of the city we gtarted on our way home. Ve were
passing through Chinatown and pass & cefe when we sew @ Chinaman glaring at
us from inside the window following our steps with his eves. After passing
through that street we sure got out of Chinstown in sshurry and we hurried
along everytime we passed thal cafe.

Since I still had my bicycle, T went riding around the eity, but later
T fourd thet it was safer to walk, There were times when I went through the
main street dodging the cars and sometimes I used to get caught in a traffie
som and barely slipped out alive. Cars were all around me anc if T made
T slip I might get hit sc it was pretty dangerous. Once I nearly was hit
by a bus that shot out from a parking place so T didn't go around Main Street
as much as T used to after that experience., Host of the time T used to take
my friend for ride and scare him as much as I could, I would go towards a
tree at full speed and swerve away when I was within o few feet of it but
sometimes T came to close and elipred my handlebars but I was lucky that I
never rammed into & tree. At other times, I used to zig zeg through the
trees that @rew around the church but often times I scared myself more then

the boy that was riding with me.
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One day we went to the Fresno Park on the other side of the ecity, Tt
was & beautiful park with lawn growing all over the place and ponds scattered
here end there. When we first reached there, we went to the ponds =nd watched
the many different varieties of ducks and wild fowl swimming along. The zoo
was & little farther in and upon reaching there, the first thing that we noticed
were the monkeys. As usual they had a large crowd watching them do their stunts
and the little children watched them gleefully. Most of them were ricking fleas
off of each other's back but one little monkey would go up to a high place and
pretend to fall and eatch the bars with his fingertips. HNext we went to see
the 1ions, leapords, and the other jungle animals. While we were watching
two leapords, they nearly started to fight but all they did was to growl and
scrateh each other. Next we came to the most colorful part of the zoo, the
cage where the wild birds were kept. The various names were wriliten on a
board in the cage but we couldn®t even pronouce them. Beside the bird cages
were the reptiles bﬁt we didn't stay there very long. After walking around the
park once more, we started home but we stopped on the way and played basket-
ba'l and football at a playground. After tiring of that, we played on the
gwing and the bars before heading for home. That night we went around the
city cn a car and saw the city by night but efter riding around for awhile,
T didn't even know what part of town wexm were in. We went to look at the
Fresno High School and later went to see the Ldison High School ;here I was

expecting to sttend.

The next day we went to mee our friends in Dinuba. One the way, we
stopred to see one of our friends who had just moved in the night before

from San Luﬂa Obispo. They had just brought their load and were loading their

‘
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truck again and they had to move out the next day that they moved in., We
‘helped them load their furniture end trunks and after talking for awhile
we moved on again., They told us eomethings that happemed in San Luis Obispo
after we moved out, About two days after moving out of therc, the F, B, I.
raided that place and took nearly every Japanese man who hadn'™t moved yet,
They still had four days in which to move out but the F. B, I. took them
anyway. One fampily was just getting ready to move out and they were loading
up their truck when their father was taken wway. The boy had to work hard to
get the truck loaded and the house cleaned because his fether was taken
awey, Tney were better off than another lady who had three smwall children,
and her husband was taken away., Our nieghbor wes also taken and he had a
son in the United Ctates Army too. The boy wes sad¢ because his father was
in a concentration camp and his older brother in the army, es tuey would have
& hard time moving out,

On Februsry 28th exactly ten days after we had reached Fresmo we hac to
mové again, This time we had to move to Delano, This trip wasn't as far
a5 the last one but it sure was tiresome to be moving around all the time.
In a few hours we r=ached Delano and unloaded all of our things in our house,
The next day another boy, my uncle and I went back éor the second trip, ¥e
stopped the truck and the driv r wes trying to fix it but it was pretiy
hard because he didn't have the proper tools. An American boy came along
anc he helped us fix it. He lived near the place where we were stopped so
he got his tools end helped us out, If it wasn't for him we never would have
got out unless we called a méchanic. ¥e started out again but we heard some

gueer noises coming out of the engine. After going a few miles we stopped



again and looked st it, °mmummmmupwmmdm
against it, becsuse the gemerstor was raised too high, The water was leak-
ing out of thers smd if we went amy farther it would burm out the engine se
_thethert.\nboyanlkadhaekto‘w. Onthemwmdﬁa'm;z-d
every house and see Lf they could use the phoms but simce they were Japan-
ese nobedy would let them use it, mereamd‘mm they tele-
phomed ©5 Delaio asd three bays from Delamo dreve our sar up Yo our trusk,
Since my father m#u&lm.lt was dangerous for him to be driving around
at night, so the boys brought the car, I hod towit %‘roa four p.m, umtil
ten p.m, until they came, IeMy was tired of wait ng but if I laft the
truck somebody might stop and steal some of our things on the truck, When
they finslly ¢ame in the ear we tied the truck with a chadh and pulled it
dﬂ_. the ear, At first we tisd it bumper toAﬁmper but the car svay-d se
ml-. that they stepped and retied it, Fven though the car swayed petty
much and we had some very close shaves we re.ched Delano safely, Fvery-
ﬂﬂ’iﬁaa&slned dowm ond started off the car was jerked and I thought
that the mr' mld be pulled oif because the itruck was fully losded and

2 it vas pretiy heavy, _ ;

; ¥ ew days after re ching Delano we signed up %o go to scheal, This scheol

had a pew auditorimm and cafeteria, Since it wes mude recemtly, it was very

Mmulhﬂat sehool we had acsemblies about two or three times
e woek in there, When I fi:st started sehool I did mot have eny friends

‘thers, 80 T did not have mich fumn, Later I got scquelnted with my clsse-

3 \M'ﬁumm-mﬁ:madmmt. Por awhile I worked out in

: “'wmmhmuuummmunmmnMu

ﬁ’ ._mnnnbﬁuqam . ;g R
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I“rﬂdkﬁmhmﬁiﬁahtﬂhiwﬂanhmu?;bl.
mgm'mtooxqfamwammauoneup,uunamm
day for us. Net only that but they came in and searched every cormer of pir
house, tnking out suit cases and tossing out everything in it end axm'
1%, Wy desk and sult cases were a mess after they got throught with thew
and sin ¢ they didn't bave to clean it up they didn't care, My sumt sentll
ahtterandithadjst come that day, The F, F, I. got it end took it
with them and didn't oven let me read it so I didn't know what it said in there,
I wrote to her and t 1d her about it but she didn't care beesuse there ¥as
sothing bad written there, but I still would like to get it back so thab T
cam read it, Maluwokﬂongﬂththulomotherarﬁeleimhtl
' Japanese megazines, 'rhcy didn't even give him en- ugh tiu to pack his mt
emm.llchoonl !udahalfﬁrhieuoﬁﬂlofelothes. Intcrlum
him a sult case full of the clothes which he didn't have time to pack, My fa-
Mmfirsﬁt&hhtohmandghcaﬂinujaﬂ there, In that jail
the food was terrible and the co'fee they had to drink didn't have any sugar
or ercam in it, The food they made (beans) didm't bave any salt or ether
spdees in it so At didn't ta-te very good, When he got out of thers they
took him to Sharp Park Concomtration Camp, K.lpenthtlﬂlothn\miﬁth.y
Mmmwhmhhltmabwtammandahalfago. ‘l'ruym
awwithwtawmmat'mmditsemdtouthatthsytookhhlothat
it would be harder for us, Ve sue had a hard time when we had to meve agsin,
but 4 man helped us so it wamn't so bad, Afeymhhmthyﬂ;lm&gdn
. @nd took mearly every Jepanese msn in Delano,

”thmmrhﬂuﬂﬁusnfwnwbumvﬂﬂﬂ
“ﬂlmmﬂthtunuuhwhpham A1l we kmew was
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thet we would be taken to Perker Dem in Arizoma. We sterted t&k ing typhoid
shots in Delano. The first shot wasn't so bed but when I took the second

shd my arm wes sore and it was hard to move it u;m. Some persons had %o
-ta-y ia bed after teking these shots because they became dizzy. A few deys be-
fore we left Delano we had to tske an exemimstion. We went on the school buses
up to Bakersfield end waited. I thought that it wes supposed to be a2 thorough
physical examination but all they did was to look inside my mouth emd look at
my abdomen to see if I had any sort of discase.

This time when we moved we didn't get to bring our ears or trucks so we had
to sell these along with neerly everything else which we udn't- store or bring
along with us. We also mede boxes for our thinge eand mede bundles so thet we
eould brimg it to Poston. I aleo had to go beck end forth from the ges and
electric companies to pay up the bills. They told us that we could bring only
the things that we could cerry with us so we left many thinge behind that we
should have brought. ‘

On the night before we left Deleno we broke the curfew and steyed out nesrly
811 night. W%e knew thet the police couldn't do smything sbout it bescause we
were getting out of there the next day anyway. Some of the people went to
the l!;ow- and some other s went out and got drunk. We slept only about 2n howr
that night end the next morning we sterted off.

It wes sbout thm‘ e.m. when we gethered in front of the J.A.C.L. end waited
for the buses to com® and piock us up. When it wes sbout four s.m. the buu_-
ceme at k st and we got on them. When they were sure that nobody would get
left behind they sterted off. There were sbout five buses and every one of them
were full, We went up to Bakersfield on these buses end got off at the station.
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We got on the trein end waited for 2long time., At eight fifteen a.m. we

Ea -~ I |
atirted off towexds

started of f towaré; Arizone. At first there were & few hills whdeh we could
look at but we went through & desert and we seaw nothing but treckless weste=
lend 21l ebout us. Occasionelly we sew & mirege out in the desert end it look=
od so much like & large lske that it wes herd to believe thet it wes only &
mirege. We had ice weter on the train so it ween't so bed end we kept on
dr\inking it because it wee so hot. Dmring the ride we were restless and
Hiroshi ;nd I welkedup to the front of the trein and Back agd n. Next we

walked up the reer and set there for swhile. When we walked, we couldn't welk
straight and went from side to side because the trein rocked so much. There
weren't very meny pecple 11;1 the lest cer so we went there and slept. Suddenly

I woke up end found a cup cgke on my lap so I ate it. Then they brought some
sendwichee andmilk. At thé lest they brought us some oranges end thie wes our
lunch. At six thirty we went pest the Colorado River end this wes the first
time thet I hed seen it. I elwaye thought thet itiwesn't very wide, and that the
benks went up ebout amile high but I guess thet's only sound the region of

the Roulder Dam. When we went acroes I found out thet it wes very wide and the
water wes _muddy. Soon after crossing this: river we reeched Parker a_nd stopped.
Some of us went off end helped them unloed the beggege into the trucks. When
this was finished the people were permitted to get off the trein end get on the
bus. These buses were crowded and the windows wouldn't open so I -marlj roested
in there. We drove on end when I-looked out at the landscepe it looked as though
there weas fog out in the distence. Leter I leemned that it was dust henging low

over the trees. On the way we passed some buses coming back after meking their

trip so we lmew that our camp wat nearby. It wes ebout eight p.m. when we reached
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Poston. The camp looked dismel and there were herdBy my people wel king around.
The buildings were lined up monotously and every block wes lined u-p én exectly
the seme way. When the bus stopped at block 14, the people were waiting for

us but we didn't get off the bue until ebout en hour later. As I lookedout of
the window I saw one boy welking by end hie boote sank into the dust up to his
enkge. He left dust behind and it looked like & smoke screen. When we finel e
got off we registered and were assigned to our rooms.

We got on a truck and were taken to our room, end dumped off. The room was
barren and there wes nothing in there. The floor had a thick leyer .Df dust on there
on there and on the walls were knot holes eand cracks ebout one gighth of en inch
wide. The trucks were going beck and forth end raieing so much dust thet it
wes hard to bresthe. We went to the block menegers office and after some dife
ficulty got dur beds. DNext we received our mettrede end filled them with
straw. The baggege came in so we went toget it and had to 1:301( around for it
in a large pile. Thet night we went to kitchen fourteen to east and on the
way back we didn't know where our room was. After asking somebody we find ly
found it and that night we were lost about three times. The next day I went out
to the wood piles that were mear block 36 end gathered some sérap to use for
shelves and chairs. That day we strasightened cut our room and cleaned it. Thet
afternoon I got 2job in our kitchen (#3) as e waiter. We served cafeteria style
so I was the one that served the tea. We worked there e ‘faw days but we changed
to kitchen #13 because we knew more peoprle in that kitchen. During the f‘iraf-
few months, the food in Poston was bad and we had cenned weinters which tasted
much different from the regular weiners. We 2lso ate saurcraut and potetoes

all the time end when we hed cenned fruit they put it right on top of the other
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food. We didn't heve ice weter or milk as we do nowadays, Since we served
cafeteria style they had to line up end wait in line to eet.

When I used to put water in the pails so that we ecould use it in the kitchen,
I couldn't even see the bottom of it because it wes so muddy. Often we saw
0il floating on top of the water and it tssted bed. We were werned thalt we
would get sick if we dremnk too much of that water but it was so het thet we
drenk dots of it av;n thouéh it tested terrible. Meny people in our cap had
dirrhea from this weter so the doctors were busy all the time snd they didn't
heve any medicine for it. In our block we didn't heve any hot water for a few
weeks because one of the tractors broke our pipes. Even though it wes hot weather
the water wes cold and we were glad when the hot water ceme sgein, We don't have
any water shortages right now but at first the water wes always going off with
out werning. When the water went off the electricity didn't work either so
it wes very inconvenidnt.

In our block we killed meny scorpions and rattlesnekes. Once we’ found =&
rettlesneke under & house. It was killed end one man cut it open to get the
meat ineide so that he couldd ry it, end eat it, Inside there was some thing
| moving around se he cut it and sevan baby rat‘i;losnakea came out. Most of them
were dead from the beeting they received, but two of them were alive. All of
them hed one rettle end the live ones would coil up and strike if we went close
to it. The boy who killed it kept it in & cage but sombody‘punred water in
it and killed them. Todey & men éaug‘nt a2 rattlesneke with thirteen rattles but
some of the rattles were broken so there must heve been over thirteen rettles.

It wes about ss fat es my w_rlist. end over four feet long. The man skimmed it and
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mede & belt out of the skin., About two weeks ego when I was walking home
from the library, my friend end I heerd & rettle so we jumped back. Simce
it wed dark it wes hard to see but we eould meke out the form of the retile-
sneke coiled end ready te.striht. My friend wetched it to be sure that it
doesn't get away end I found some sticks. We kil'ed the snske and brought it
under the light so thet we sould teke & good look st it. : I dropped the snaks
near & telephome pole under the light and suddenly & scorpion rem out from
under the pole end we killed it elso. After burying these w otarted going
home again but we were careful to evoid derk pleces beesuse we nearlys topped
on that rattlesnake,

At first we hed dust stoms every day but none of them wes s bed 8s one &
few months 2go. That evening after ecoming home from work we were in i.mr B
bathing suits reedy to go ewiming. We were in our block yet playing sround
on the bars. Out towards Perker we sew some derk clouds and e bleck form
edming towerds us. As it ceme closer we krew that 1%t was dust but we thought
thet i% would go pest us becsuse it was going wes blogk 2. Ae it ceme
near the people in the perk ceme out like frightened deer end ran home. We
dldn't think 1t would strike us bub 1t did end when it strick it struck se
swiftly thet we didn't heve time to rum for the buildings. The send hit us
end it stung but it sterted to rain so the dust ween't so bed. The rein came
down 1:; torrents and the wind start-d to blow herdef. We were still out there
watheing what would happen. We looked towerds bloek 2 and sew g foof fly off.
Then enother im block 13 went up end it hit the datrine shattering the win-
dows in 1t. In our block only ome wént off end it wes the block maneger's
80 he had to sleep in the recreetion hell., On mest of the buildings the tar
peper begen to p-el off snd the rein ceme into the room so thet it was like
2 ghower. While we were wetehing we noticed thet & foof started to flap up
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end down Just shout resdy to fly off. The boys vho 1ived in it wemt up onthe
roof end held it dowm so thet it wouldn't fly off end they .'lﬁhnh
snd festened the roof down ssourely. Them we were swe thet wr roofs wouldn't
fly off we went %o block 2 end mdnmdwupamuth storm. When
we went across the firebresk the wind wes so strong end v= had to run scross
but we didn't go very fsst. "elking on the sidesalls vee juet like walkimg
on & floor with sn insh of greste on t. I fell down into the mud sbous eight
times end there wus nobedy who wes with us who steysd om hio foot for five
minutes., We had on our “othing sults so it didn't metter whether we lomded on
the mud or not,
! Bleck 2 ves hit the herdest by this stom beesuse it was on the cormer of the
esmp. ‘hen we wemt o lo k ti it there wre eight reofs blown of ©, end the
luwsber was ﬁuﬁond all over. The gearbece ceme were turned over snd scettered
ell over. Yhen we were welking slong & large wooden box seme rolling rest us
snd other objects wers flying ell over. The telephone linee were down end most
of the poles were leening over to one side. Ye were muddy beseuse of the flope
in the nud h les M-mn‘pt home we eouldn't teke s shower so we went
to the rain b-r'nl end nlholll oursalvess The electricity wes alao off s0 we
hed no lights thet night., The next dey the people got some bosrde end festensd
the roof dowm ﬂnl; so thet it would mot fly off in cese smother storm come.
The wext dey we were expecting snother storm becsuse of the dust but there wee
no storm. In the whole camp & total of forty roofs were off end meny others
were almost resdy to £ly off. t

When semp 1 wes £illed the people started to come into cemp 2 snd 3. The
firet bunch from mm-u- inte cemp 1 but the oth rtmtboupl.
Exeept for s few blooks, slmost e11 of camp two if illed with people ‘vom
hltlnlﬂtbmiq_hyd it. Btm‘o xn-amrmumn I wont to
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see them. We sterted off in the morning end hitch hiked up to there. When

we went to cemp ¥ there were many people whom I knew because most of the people
from Sen Luis Obispo went to Reedley, From Reedley they came to Poston end when
they did come the conditions wer much better them when we first came here.

They have better weter than ue beceuse it doesn't teste es bad and it is not

es herd as our waters,

After working in the kitchen for ewhile the workers under seventeen was
fired because they were too yowung. After this I gt_:t a job as & meazsenger for
the Agriculture Department. There were two other messengers already but one
quit efter & little and enother took his plece. We went to work et
eight thirty to block thirty seven end sat at & table until & meesege weas
givédn to us to deliver. Since snother mes enger joined us leter end there
were four messengers we didn't heve to deliver many messages. Most of the time
we sat around plefying games, or cerving. While I was working there I -oarvad
out a model of & German eirplene. After I was through with it it looked more
like a Spitfire than a Me. 109. Sometimes we hed to deliver something to
every block mansger in this cemp but since there were four messengers it wasn't
very hards Usually when we go to deliver s message we get s ride on some
grucks shat go along the road. .On the wey beck we msuelly teke out time ebout
it but when we heve to cieliver a mcssege in the middle of a checker game
we hurcy back. Usually when they give ue & messace they tell us to deliver it
after we finished the geme or when we ere going home, but there are some
messages that heve to be delivered right ewey. Since there were me ny type=
writm‘ru in thet building, I used to type in there. Sometimss they would let me
type some things for the;m. When I first sigmed up eas 2 messenger the fiz:at thing
thet I hed to do was to go to bléck 11 end get & sign which one of the men

peinted. Another messenger ceme 2long with me and on the wey b.ck I held the sign.
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We were about half wey back with the sign when I noticed thet the peint was
still wet end I emesred pert of it. We stopped end sterted fixing it up with
en ereser and when ;ve finished it didn't look so bade At eleven thirty we
went home to est end ceme beck et one. We worked until four thirty end went
home. This work wasn't wery herd since we set around most of the time but
it wee too hot welking eround in the sun.

One dey I went to delive_; & message to a mess hall and the boss ssked me
whether I wanted another job =e a waiter in that kitchen so I worked there
egein, In this kitchen we hed lots of fun because most of the workers folled
around when they weren't working., We always gave hot sest or hot foots to
another worker. Once I crawled under e teble end wes giving & béy a hot
seat, The head waiter erewled behind me and tried to give me one, but before
I felt it the hesdweiter jumped and yelled beceuse one of the weitresses
hed given him one. Wé‘ elways hed Emsic in there because the worker‘a brought
phonographs in there and played all kinds of recorde. The boss used to buy ice
cream or watermelon end give it to the workere. In most of the kitchens
the waiters weren't allowed to go into the place where they cooked, but in
our kitchen they didn't have eny restrictions like that. I had to weit on the
bechelor's teble with enother waitress end this wes the worst row in the whole
messhell, Every teble on thet row nsuelly took third end sometimes four
he lpings. When they ceme in we khad to wetch to be sure thet they filled in
ell the seate beceuse they usually tried to skip some seats. FEach table had
its share of food on it but sometimes they would go to the next table and
take something off of it and bring it to theirs. While I was in that kitchen
I eleo worked e8¢ a kitchen help end dishwasher for ewhile but the weiter's
job was the be‘rst. When ®e cerried dishee the dishweshers used to paly tricks

on us by putting waterbetween the pletes end when we carried it the w_ator would

\
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run down and get us wet. Other times we used to heve water fights end puur
ice weter down somebody's nceck. When we weren't fooling around we had to work
pretiy herd, but that job in the kitehen wes pretty good. George Ikemiya

ves elso e welter and he worked even though it wee hie day off. ¥e used to
work the hardest smong the waiters and weaitresses. ‘

On September the first I went to work out in the woods with the subjuge=
tion crew beceuse we used to drive the tractors aroumd hauling logs. At first
we hed to go into the woeds end ehop treee but later we worked out on the
cable. There v)ere sbout ten young boys working out there snd one hundred and
forty old men went out into the woods to chop trees. Working on the ceble
wes the herdest job out there becesuse we had to follow e eatipillar with e

d this eround & tr-e stump end let the trecter pull it out.

When it wes out we went up to it and unhooked the ceble, This wes the hard=-
est .p&rt beceuse the .oshlo would usually dig into the stump end it #as hard to
teke off. These cebles were very strong but they would uwsuelly lest only &
few days. The boss would alwaysbe wetehing us because &s soom 28 he went emay
he kmew that everyons would loef end weit until he sterted coming before they
nﬁld work., Vhen they startedpusing out the st.mps wiﬁ the bulldozers we
dida! tvheia 187 workrop the: calile afiyrmont soowe just went eround end heuled
loge. This work wes the best because we went eround en the tractors and hed reces
to ;eo who could finish the firet. @hen we went to dumpthe losds we went

along at ful) speed beceuse the ones that were behind the first tractor got

ell the dust. This dust was se thisk that they hed to stop beceuse Bhey couldn't
even see the rosd. Onece when we were going along with & load & boy on &n

empty trsctor ceme along end ppssed us up. FHe went d'_h'oot).} in fromt of us and
sterted to give us dust. When we stopped he would stop and shott out when we
eeme meesr him. After & while we fooled him and wes b eating him. We were going
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along the roed while he hed to race along the bumpy field but the driver's hat
flew off so we stopped. He passed us end since we were stopped he went beck
end forth in front of us meking so much dust thet we hed to sit there because
we couldn't see a thing. When we dumped our loed eand were coming b.ck the
other trector got stuck in the soft eend so we pulled them out. During the
last few days thet we worRed there, we herdly did eny werk et ell. We juet
reaeed sround on the tractors end went through the woods end eesme back te the
block 3 park.

At ten O'clock the truck brings us sendwishes #o we toast the bread end fry
the beloney end eet its At noon we elways heve the same thing and they never
changed in e month. ¥e heave to ect a rive bell, pickles, belorey and a fruit.
Since we never had enything different, the men were disgusted and begen to go
home on the tractore because when they went home the& got mjbh better food.

Before school stearted we switched to half day job. We signed up &s catipiller
service men in other. words, 8 grease monkey. - We usually start work 2t two .
o'clock end work until five thrity. We get eight hours credit for this job
becesuse we ere supposed to be on the night shift but we finish early most of
the time. Sometimes we come home a little past seven and we sre always late
in eating, so they save us something to eet 8ll the time. We wait =t the corner
of bléck 3 wnti) the truek comaQ glong. It is & Chevrolet with about six or
seven oil c¢an of the beck. Sometimes when we heve time we go into the cemp
and fool around., After finishing with these trectors we go to & place little
north of cemp 2. When we finish with théaé e go to cemp ome and grease the
tractors that working here. Altogethder there are about fifteen catipillers which

’

we have to gresse and we have two lar ge grease guns and & emell one. On



- Thursdeys we have to work the herdest becsuse we have to crewl under e tractor
and gresee the holes belew the util;illara. There is sbout only a foot
between the ground and the bott;on of the tractor so it sure is mssy. The
grease leske out of the holes and drips ell over & persom's face, getting
it all over my mough last time. On the bulldozers we heve to greease shout
fif'ty holes every dey but on the others there wren't as meny holes. Twe
persons heve to work on & large gun aiul it sure feels heavy efter cerrying it
for ewhile. After finishing we .oo-u'hola &nd have to teke = shower right
awsy beeause we get so greasy amd dirty. Some of the.‘portﬂm.irérhn_g.in our
erew are owt of high school alreeday but most of us have to go to school in
the morning. We work just es muu'h as they do end should get eight hours
but I don't kmow if we will get ocredit for it because we are only supposed te
work twenty hours & week when we go te sehsol. |

I thought thet we would hsve six periods and thﬂ‘t it would lést a8 long &s
& reguler school, so I wes going to quit my work but since.they only had three
periode it wes no use quitting. I took Solid Geometry but since it was in the
afternoon 1 had to ehsnge 1t to Algedra II end have all my clesses in the morn=
ing. There were many other subjeects which I wented to téke such as typing 1I,
Mechenical Drewing, Solid Geometry, Radio, Spemish, nd a few others buf
since there were only two electives I eouldn't teke them all. There were forty
eight pupils in the ne\'ooni period Algebre elese so I told the tescher thet I
would ehenge to fourth periocd. Vhen fowrth period ceme alomg I found out
that the ﬁ.ro cless lested two periéde so I had it ohenged bgok sgein. The
tesoher wented Qou ‘pupils to chenge to the afterncon ¢lese because there were
only ebout six in there but nobody wented to so he let the office chemge it.
I was one of the ones that were chosen to bein the sixth peried but I went
to the office and hed it changed egain b-,lk to the second period. We domn't
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have beoks riz'ht now 80 11; ie pretiy herd but when the nhoca uatn pt.
orgenized I guen it will bo mh better and we vi.ll hﬁ W and other mate
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or:lala- / ‘
We are lucky to live in Foston because 1t is e much better cemp then most
of the others. Fresno 1o sﬁmbly Center was the best ergansaed but now thet they
ere movime to Arkensea 't.hey heve to stert 811 over agein end organize the new
cenr. VWhen we ceme to Foston Q didn't have to worry ahaut m ving egeain bc-
cause this 1s & relocstion center and we don't heve 4o move .ntil the war’
mdt.’ In the Presno hesembly Center the paoi;ly ete good food ané they had
- fruite every da;;;. When we firest came té Poston the food was terrible but
now we have good food and we also have fruit end vegatebles every d{y. The
heet fen't -8 bad 28 Qhat it used to be and there sre less scorpions seen
eround here. After tey hed fimished meking the sidewalks erd hardeking it
with the weter from the eenal then the space between the berracks were rlowed.
A1l sords of vegetebles weregrwon end tmy hed started to come up. I didn't
think thet the things thet were planted would grow very well ‘put‘I.was BUr=
prised when I csw all the vegetebles that 'mfe et the feir. The flﬂms planted
eround the ho ses added coler p it and it waen't es berren es it wes when
we firﬁ ceind here, Some men went cut inte _tha woode and eollected entique
wood that were todecorste their bsrrecks. There are some wood thet were
fixed up to loek 1ike brances, seoprions, sroeidiles, snd other snimels. If
:ui lock for it, there aro. ell kinds of pretiy _voodhu-t. in the woods. They
usuelly find the entique on & dea d mesquite u:oa. Then t.'ho desd mesquite tree
is burned there sre some perts thet sre not burned very well end whpn the

berk is peeled off of these, the wood ineide ie very pretty. Since most of

these are hollowed out it c¢&n be used for flower veses and other objects thet

‘reguire hollow u'o.d.
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Wo herdly heve sny duet storms nowadays becsuss the ground ie herdened
right new end there ere more things growing bo.tyaen the herracks .le hold the
dust down. Tt gets & 1ittle ¢-1d in the mornigge but this is better tham reeste
ing in the heat., Now thet the carp is botier omnﬁd it is & better pﬁan
in which to live. ¥e heve movied every week st the three cempe of Foston.

The firet movie we hed wes in block 32 snd the neme of it wes “Ons Fundred
Nem and A girl." When I heerd of the movie I didn't know ‘thit kind it would
bee It hought thet it would be on e sme)l sereen snd that ‘u would b e pruQ
duced by the vrrious cempenies for the sdvvertisement. At Pirst we didn's
have movies regulsrly but seom it besen to come et = definite time so ve
knew when thers was going %o be & movie. On Hondey night 1t comes to Bloek 22
en d if ve don't heve a chence to see this we cen ;o to black 18 snd ses it
on Mda_y nighte. We heve falent shows shout twice » week but new we lan'i
have them thet often. Instesd we heve Japencee rleys and they built &

lorge stage on block 4, They heve sotors who ere paid emd they practice

it neerly every night and sfter putting on s show in csmp 1 they go to cemps
2 end 3, Somwetimes the people from cemp 2 or 3 come over to camp 1 to put
on & ghow, ' ‘

One thing thet 1s good sbout Foston is that ve do not heve s meny nlﬁu-
tions es the other cemps. There is ro fence around dur cemp nor guerds pu.ud
811 over, W do not heve eny curflew so we cen stey out =8 late as we want.

We get to go out to the Colorede River end fish 6r swim if we went to end
others have gone to the mountains towerds the west and elimbed them. In moet
of the other camps they sren't even permitted to go out of the cemp end they
heve roll cell a1l the time. So fer we did mot heve our rooms serrehed

like they do et the Fresno Assembley Center. “hem I first csme here I thought
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ARIZONA STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE
TEMPE, ARIZONA géfk)
September 16, 1942

Mr. E. K. Fryer
Whitcomu Hotel
San franeisco, California

Dear Mr. Fryer:

1 am enclosing & copy of a letter written by one of

our Japunese students who is now at Poston. I am not
glving his name but if supplying it will serve any useful
purpose, i think I would be willing to do so.

I should like to get your reaction to this letter. This
young man was more or less critical before he left here.
For that reason I am inclined to discount it somewhat. On
the other hand, I wonder if everything possible is being
done to create livable conditions for these people.

You have a very difficult problem and you have my complete
sympatny in trying to work it out.

Sincerely yours,

(signed) Grady Gammage
President



CORX

Poston, Arizona

August 20, 1942

Dear Mr. & Mrs. GCammage,

It 1s still hot in Poston. Having no cooling system, we have no way to
escape the heat except, perhups, by taking frequent cold showers. We
are too often denied even that because at least once a week, the water
system goes wrong, and water is shut off for various length of time. We
then don't have even drinking water then, tlhere being no emergency water
line.

Food is terrible. I am getting tired of breakfast consisting of mush,
toast without butter or jum, and coffee. We occasionally have corn flekes
or shredded wheat. We seldom have fruits. We miss greens.

The medical situation has improved somewhat after the head physician was
forced to resign. What precipitated it was the death of two new-born
bablies. The Japanese doctors under him requested cooling systems fﬂ:
rooms where babies are kept in the hospital. The head physician refused,
saying it was unnecessary. As a consequence, at least two bables died
in the room in a temperature of 108 degrees. The doctors pronounced
death due to dehydration. One of the babies' mothers grabbed a pair of
shears and attacBed the head doctor. It was her first baby.

There were other instances of deliberate misconduct on the part of the
medico and a firm pressure was put to the administration by the evacuees
through their representatives, The head doctor resigned. The significant
part of it was that there was nothing done until the evacuees got their
dander up. The administration, either took the attitude of protecting

the head doctor, or "I don't know" attitude.

The administration has grand plans -- especially in the mactter of pro-
ducing agricultural products. However, the department has only one
Caterpillaer tractor, and 4 small ones. Lots of big talk about things
being done or expected to be done here is mere talk.

The officials are still fumbling around without giving definite idea as'
to policy. There is too much passing the buck. It makes me smile a wry
smile when I read in the American papers (for instance, the Arizona
Republic, editorial for August 19) about how well the Japanese in America
are being treated. Our life is thaet of slow torture. The queerest part
of American democracy is that it is torturing its own citizen because he
happens to have a Jaupanese blood in him while Germsn and Itallien aliens
go scot free. 1 haven't heard a sensible explanation of thet phcnomena
yet, excepting those not very complimentary to America.

I suffered from cold for about & week. It seems strange that one should
catch a cold in this not weather, but I did. And this is the [irst time
since I left Hawail that I suffered from cold, or any ailment for more
than two days at a time. I am taking vitamin pills, but that doesn't
seem sufficient.



I am working as an adult education leader. We are spreading the infor-
mation on co-operatives. We have four specialists from New York to help
us. They will be with us for about a month. My pay is §16 a month.
Only professionals like doctors, registered nurses, and a few others

get the top pay of $19 a month. It seems gueer to see the hospital
white nurses getting good wages while the Japanese nurses doing the same
work gets only $19.

Most of our pay (and more, at times) go to the canteen. This business
of buying pops, icecreams, crackers, etc, at the canteen has become a
headache for many, especially parents with many children. I have heard
that at least one mother had to sell some of her dresses so that her
children may have money to buy things like other children.

We can't help going to the canteen because the food supplied us is so
unbalanced and unsatisfying. Too, it is so hot here, that except for
creakfust, we come out of the dining hall dripping wet. This no
exaggeration. Children often leave the table without eating enough, and
soon find themselves hungry again.

Milk is being supplied for children 1l years old and younger. Also to
expectant mothers and those advised by the physician. There is no milk
available for others. Not even at the canteen.

We have planted some Bermuda grass, and they are growing in patches. A
few have sowed the seeds of castor bean, or stuck the twigs of cottonwood
and tamaracks in the ground.

There is altogether too much waste going on here. I wish the Mormon
people were running things.

At first, some of the Caucasians evidently held on to the idea that they
can treat the Japanese as they would Indiang$ who nad never been out of
the reservation. They quickly found out their error.

Within the bounding limits prescribed by the Army and the War Kelocation
Authority, tie government within this camp is administered by the "City
Council" elected by the evacuees. Every evacuee over 16 years of age
was allowed to vote.

We have a movie once a week. 7The expenses are being paid out of the
profits of the canteen. The selections of the pictures so far has been
not very satisfactory.

There are amateur (talent) shows. At least there is one series of
seminars on political science and sociology being conducted for college
students. For the elementary and high school students, it is uoubliul
if there will be shcools before October.

Prospect of college students leaving for college is very dim. Army
approved only 17 out of 150 colleges willing to accept Japunese.

Regards.
Sincerely,



TO THE SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE
COIMITTEE ON MILITARY AFFAIRS:

Over a year has elapsed sinee the Army has ordered general
evacuation of all persons of Japanese ancestry on the West
Coast. At that time a grave emergency existed, decisions and
actions necessarily had to be prompt and immediate, and the
leaders of our government no doubt could not have given this
problem the serious consideration that it should have received
at that time. However, we are very glad that the Senate has
seen it to make a thorough investigation of the Japanese
evacuation problem, and we take this opportunity of expressing
a few thoughts with the hope that the same may be of some
assistance to your deliberations. .

As a result of the evacuation order, today we find about
110,000 people of Japanese ancestry temporarily relocated in
the war relocation centers, of which the Colorado River
Relocation Center is the largest one.. BEvacuation to the
Japanese was virtually a nightmare and in one instance, Japanese
who had rather extensive business interests, with their homes
established for many years were ordered removed within a
period of 48 hours. To add to the misery and hardship of the
Japanese, the Japanese families who were ordered to move with-
in the 48-hour period were without most of the men folks and
the heads of the families, who had been prior to that time
taken into custody for investigation, out of which a great
number have been restored to their respective families in the
relocation centers. The financial loss to the Japanese was
great.

There were a great number of shortcomings and mistakes
that added to the hardship of the Jepanese, but this, no doubt,
wes caused due to the emergency of the situation rather than
a willful intention on anyone's part so to do. In the reloca-
tion centers the facilities were far from being comfortable,
and although the Army may be equipped to handle great numbers
of men, yet there seem to be a grsat deal lackingz in reference
to the problem of handling women, children, the aged and the
sick. We are not at this -time attempting to eriticize any one
individual or agency, and we feel that as a group, they have
done everything within their power to assist and alleviate to
the best of their ability this suffering.

Either right or wrong and regardless of how much suffer-
ing, the people of Japanese ancestry have been evacuated and
nothing can be accomplished by our reviewing the past. But
we sincerely feel that the leaders of our country, the



e

Congresmen, the Senators and the various Federal agencies are
all anxious to give the proper democratic consideration of
the future of the people of dapanese ancestry; and it is with
that thought in mind that we humbly submit these thoughts. We
request that your committee, the Congress and other' Federal
agencies, including the Wer Department and the War Relocation
Authority, exert their utmost consideration and effort to the
problem of relocation and rehabilitation of all ‘of the loyal
people of Japanese ancestry located in the relocation centers.

We would like to see in the immediate near future the
return of all loyal people of Japemese ancestry in the reloca-
tion centers to as near as-normal status as they formerly and
originally enjoyed prior to evacuation. As a step towards this
bprogram we suggest the Committee's investigation and the
possibility of all people of Japenese ancestry who have proved
their loyalty to the satisfacetion of the governmenial offiecials
To allow those people who have propertg holdings and other
business interests still existing on the West Coast to be
returned to their respective businesses and communities. To
the others that have proved their loyalty to the satisfaction
of the governmental agencies, we ask the government's coopera-
tion and effort to have these people relocation in other
communities so that they can take their rlace as a part of
this great American commonwealth and do their part as loyal
citizens and residents,. :

We can assure you that all of the loyal Japanese in the
relocation centers are eager to assist the United States and
are desirous of doing their part at this time when there is
such a great shortage of manpower. As far as any Jsaranese
that the government may find are disloyal, we feel that they
should be accorded the same treatment as all other disloyal
aliens are being trested in this country. in connection with
this relocation program, we would like to call to the subcom-
mittee's attention the fact that up to now there has been a
great deal of unfair, untrue and entirely false publicity
circulated and disseminated in this country. We feel that the
government can Lo a great extent control the circulation of
this insidious undemocratic type of news and also relesse for
general publicity any favorable news and activities of the truly

loyal people of <apanese ancestry.

Recently as an example of our democratic system of govern-
ment, the War Department has very wisely recognized the right
of the loyal iLisei the right to enlist in the armed forces of
the United States through the Selective service progsram. We
have heard that in the main the results of this Selective
Service program has been very gratifying. .n-the draft
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guestionnaire, there were Juestions 27 and 28 which were
intended to sound out or determine the loyalties of the
applicants. We are not in any ways trying to justify the
numbers of “No" answers to these questions. unowever, we

would like to point out that the "No" answers may not necessar-
ily mean that the whole group are disloyal. din fact, if a2
more thorouzh study would be made of the situation, we Teel
quite confident that the "No" answers were not prompted
necessarily by disloyalty but reasons purely personal to

the individual. iou will have to keep in mind the fact that
we have all been through a very nervous and highly miserable
time. We feel that a great number of the people were stumned
byethe difficulties they have encountered in the past year and
have not been able to re-adjust themselves as yet to date. But
as the more humane, democratic-like program is worked out for
these people, & better response may be later encountered.

In reference to the question of whether the Army should
take control of these relocation centers, we agree with the
thoughts of the War vepartment as expressed by Colonel William
P. scobey before the Senate subcommittee of the Committee on
Military Affairs on canuary 20, 1943, and that the War
Relocab ion authority be allowed to continue the control and
management of these centers and be further allowed to continue
on with the work of relocation, which they have just recently
started. e also wish to endorse the statements made by,
Dillon 5. Myer before the Senate subcommittee of the vommittee -
on wilitery Affairs on <¢anuary 20, 1943, in reference to put-
ting into effeet at the earliest possible moment the program
of relocation and rehabilitation for the proved loyal people
of Japanese ancestry.

We invite an opportunity to send our representatives
before your august body to testify to any phase of the
Japanese evacuation and relocation problem and any other
problems and conditions connected therewith.

We hope that this brief statement of ours in some measure
will assist your cormittee, and if there 1s anything that we
can do to assist you in acquiring pertinent information we
shall be happy to be of service to your comuittee. We assure
you #==t with all confidence and sincerity, with'respeet and
trust of the government that the loyal people of .apanese
ancestry are 100 per cent cognizant of the war effort of the
United States ready to serve to the best of thelr ability.

«e do hope and pray that these people will be glven every
consideration and assisbtance to relocate, to re-establish and
again také part in the samerican way of life in their respective
communities of this great eountry of ours.

Respectfully submitted,
Mareh 9, 1943. - POSTON COMMUNITY COUNGIL
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Y February 13, 1944

To The Secretary of Interior:

Rhthn@ymdaprimopofmmwtimm
uz»mm.umamwmtmwmmcmyww
mmmwuwummummmmww
Constitution of the United States. It is the supreme and an obli-
pmmeyrwmwpmmmwm«pumammmm
possesses and cherishes.

ile, Niseis, are loyal and willing to serve and bear arms
at any time to protect these precious rights bestowed upon us. Ve
hunbuntm@tmdnarodfmtmdormhmmm prin-
ciples of our Government-—a heritage well-worth being proud of---
which allow us the freedoms not granted in any other country.

Few voars ago with the outbreak of hostilities,with the
Axis Nations, our freedoms were no longer a reality; we lost all
claims to exercise our civil rights. Now we have been, once again,
reinstated into a draftable status, but so far as we are concerned,
HE, who have lost practically all our rights and privileges have
little or nothing to fight for to preserve.

1. 1Is it our duty to lay down our lives to defend
the Constitutional Rights not accorded us? 1Is
it a privilege te fight for what you do not own?

2. That the Article V of the Bill of Rights, "mo
person shall be deprived of liberty or property
without due process of the law; Article I, "that
no law shall be established prohibiting the free-
dom of speech or of the press, or of the right of
the people to peaceably assemble; and the other
Articles II, III, Iv, VI had bsen disregarded
when citizens were placed in camps behind barbed
wire fences and placed on the same status as an
enemy alien. The Bill of Rights was uncondition-
ally established to stand firm and strong under
any existing situation. .

3. It is our understanding that America is
cu&am-mwmtquarnm;wiu
now cease.

' UNTIL SUCH TIME AS ALL THE WRONG HAS BEEN RIGHTED AND ADB-
QUATE COMPENSATION MADE, WE, THE NISEIS, HSOULD MOT B& COMPELLED T0

BEAR ARMS: AND TO SUCH DATEZ AS OUR STATUS IS DEFINITELY KSTABLISHED
AS TO WHAT RIGHT AND PRIVILEGE WE ARE FIGHTING FOR.

NISEIS OF AMERICA

(Masted o Posto,)
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PROPOSALS TO BE PRESENTED TO INTER-CENTIR CONFERINORE Q
\
The following proposals represent the voice of the total population

of‘Poston, Arizona, Units I, II and III, numbering approximately
13,000 residents,

I. Requests of those who cannot either return to restricted zones
or relocate elsewhere and thelr reasons,

Almost all of those with a definite income, or those who have
the ability to operate a business, or those with enough econfi-
dence in themselves have already relocated, but those who are
left would like to have the government eon%inum with the present
setup because they cannot relocate for the following reasonsi

1. The econmmic security which has been built by them, during
fifty years past, has been destroyed,

8. The majority of the residents have either sold at a sacrie
flce or leased for the duration thelr houses land, stores
and equipment used in farming, industry, buninoss. ete,

The majority of the family heads are too old to start snew
and their children, upon whom they depended, are in the

armed foreces of the United Statosl to relocate with depen~
dents makes it very diffiecult to insure economie seourlty.

Because we lack finanelal resources, (even if we so desire)
we cannot enter farming, industry or sommerce, ZEven though
someé may have the finanelal resources, they cannot obtain
the high piority necessary to purchase the equipnent they
need to conduct their business, The insurance companies
will not issue policles to Japanese because of the risk ine
volved in case of trouble,

An Issel cannot buy or lease land in eertain states due to
Alien Land Laws, In some eitles, they will not zrant bdusie
ness licenses to Japanese, lioreover, the majority of the
Issels do not know enough English to go into business,

Due to raclal prejudice of some individuals, labor unions,
and other cr§anizntions, a person who held a position before

evacuation will not be able to return to that position or to
a similar one,

Due to racial oppression, a person who returns to restricte
ed zones or who relocates elsewhere will have to live in
constant fear, Although the army and the government have
assured us of protection of 1ife and property, there have
been several cases of threats, injury and damege to the few
who have relocated or returned to restriocted zones, It is,
very doubtful whether the government and the army ean aan—\
trol the emotional feelings of the people at largo.}\ ) / 1
‘ WA
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The present relocation grant is so small that 1t is wholly
inadequate to start a new life,

Religious freedom would de curtailed because of the fact
that the majority of the residents are Buddhists and nearly
all the Buddhist priests are exeluded from the military
aones,

Since evacuatioy, the policies of the WRA have changed a -

great deal and many promises were not carried out, perhaps,

due to changes in conditions, As a result of constant dise-

appointment and fear, the residents have become alarmed, :
Thelr minds are in a state of uneasiness and anxiety because
the future is so uncertain,

Therefore, we the resldents request that the center remain open for
the duratiun guaranteeing security of livelihood, educational facie
lities, and medical care as agreed before and during evacuation,

III. Requests of those planning to relocate,

1,

In order to guarantee security of life and property, we
would Mie to have the Federal and lLoocal authorities emtabe
lish the following:

a, To establish a spesial ageney to enforece oxisting laws
in order to prevent anti-Japanese movements. and to ine
sure ssourity from threats, bodily inguriea or damages
to property from 1nd111duaia or organizations,

b To guarantee a reasonable and just eompensation in case
of bodily injuries or damaze to property.

¢. To give finaneial assistance as to all the necessitles
of 1life until a relocatee bdecomes selfe-sunporting,

d, To give financial aid to relocatees who need 1t in case
of sickness or death,

The relocatess who plan to go into farming, industry, come
meree, ete., request the following:

&, Loans of necessary capital at a low rate of interest.

b, To make 1t possible for all relocateess to buy, sell or
lease land in any 8tates.

¢, To give a-priority rating to bwmy necessary construction
materials, fixtures, equipment, ete,




o O

B
d, To make it possidble to obtaln any and all business
licenses, .

e, To make it possidble to duy any and all types of ine
SUrence nNecessary.

3., Reloocatees would like to have the same job opportunities
as Caucasians,

4., Repeal all wartime restrictions imposed upon the Issels,

8. Compensation for all loams duo to fire or theft of evacuee
property while stored in WRA or Government warehouses,

I;}. Copies of all resolutions approved by the All-Center:lonference
should be sent to the Presldent of the United States, both
Houses of Congress, Religlous and Soclal Organizations,
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Rmerican outszide
don't you think they

deniey in
spd politically.,

S

withdraw the buardg-duty
“, “fou fat
ete ., wl u_cu
apwn throuz

Ho discrimination unon the Jar

Bvery opportunity must he “i¥en Lo the Joo
for advancenent in the air Corvps, in the SINy,
the lsrine CGorps,

Japanese soldier m be mized with other Cavcasis
soldier to fight side by sids,

VOI¢E OF WNISEI







July 21, 1942,

PROPOSITION TO: Mr, Wade Head
FROM: Mr., Kurata

Equal rights to all residents of Poston.

All voting privilege granted barring none.

Freedom of Speech granted for all causes, for the welfare
and development of Poston and its potential resgurces,

Tne equitable arrangement of allowances,

The twenty dellars per menth for non workers as present
demanded be rectified.

The present progressive program of Poston be presented in
full to the satisfaction of all.

The development of lands and industries, in the distribu-
tion of products, and profits and losses be clarified,

Tmder what supervision and condition are each developments
to be undertaken, by residents of Poston, or by Federal
government,

The privilege to enjoy all the confines of the Colorado
River Indlan Reservation during our residence in Poston.

. After termination of the war, the full restoration of all
Clvil rights, freedom of travel and residence be granted to
all and the assurance of the Federal Government in assist-
ing te re~-establishing ourselves, To again enjoy the peace
and prosperity of our great nation,




Regional Files 103, Wash. D.C.
Miyamoto

Letter from Harlyy H. Gill, Supt. and Registrat of Northern Cal,
Congregational Churches to E. R. Fryer.
July 31, 1942

My Dear Mr., Fryer:

I had hoped to call on you today but press of other matters had pre-
vented,

Yesterday I visited the Tanforan Assembly Center, and while there

had a brief conversation with Rev, E, J, Kawamorita, who, I believe,
is president of the Japanese Church Federation of Northern California.
He placed in my hand two copies of a recent letter written by a Jap~-
anese who 18 in the relocation center at Poston, Arizona./ This was
to a Japanese friend in Tanforan and was written in Japanese and has
been translated. I am enclosing a copye.

The request which is being made of you, and which I am sure you will
agree 1s reasonable and a neccssity, is that at the earliest possible
moment an ice making plant be installed at Poston to relieve the
people, especially the sick, and that for immediate help carloads of
ice be sent there,

I am sure you appreciate having such matters brought directly to
your attention.

With kindest regards and best wishes, I am




Regional Files 103, Wash.D.C,
Miyamoto

Mr, Harley H. Gill,

Supt. and Registrar

Northern Cal, Congregational Conf.
1164 Phelan Bullding

San Francisco, Cal.

Dear Rev., Gill:

This will aclnoweldge receipt of your letter of July 31, 1942, trans-
mitting a copy of a letter written by a Japanese person at the Colo=-
rado River War Relocation Project at Poston, Arizona,

We realize that, to those persons not accustomed to the hot, dry,
windy climate of Arizona, this experience must, indeed, be discom=-
forting and to some, almost unbearable. It is, perhaps, surprising
that the complaints have been so few,

Ice is needed, but despite the best efforts of the Project Director,
he has thus far been unagble to obtain sufficient ice from surrounding
towns to supply the need s of Poston. Meanwhile a search is being
made for used ice making machines., It is expected, if this reasearch
is successfull, to construct an ice plant at the project.

The translated letter, of course, greatly exaggerated conditions
there, including the heat.

Sincerely yours,

(signed)
E, B, Pryer
Regional Director




Regional Files, lus Wash. R.C.
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This 1s a translation of a recent letter written by
a person living in Poston, Arizona, to her friend
living in Tanforan, who is a member of Rev. Kawa-
morita's Church. ‘ranslated on July,B¢@ 30, 1942,

Please excuse me for not writing sooner. Finally we have been
sent into the desert of Arizona., ZLv.ryday we are fighting against
vhe heat and the hot dusty wind. As far as our eyes reach the desert
stretches in every direccvion, and barely visible in one direction, is
the bare rocky hills from which direction blows the hot winds register-
ing 120 degrees which feel as 1f it had blown from an oven,

Those of us who were not used to such a heat wilted at once upon
our arrival, On July, 2nd, we left Salinas and arrived here at Poston
the nexg day, 3 o'clock in the afternoon., As our first welcome there
was g sandstorm that blew into our noses andmouths choking us and
which covered our hair with a white blanket of dust and sand., The
smell of it was indescribably nauseating. Weak from empty stomach
and suddenly exposed to this horrible and hot sandsvorm I vomited blood
and was immediat.ly put to bed severely ailing.s On the next day the
Fourth of July, I again vomited blood. I called a doctor who examined
me expecting me to be tubercular but he reassured me that my lung was
good, but that the cause of blood-vomiting was due to my lack of nour=
ismnto

For the following week the temperature never came below 117 de-
grees. At night thehot wind did not cegse and we were compelled to
sleep ouiside gazing the stars, but we could not sleep. Not oneof
us was able to take food. Only gradually have we become able to bear
the heat. During the intense heat we practically live in the shower
rooms while in our barracks we are compelled to pour water over our
cots drenching our beddings and thus we live like ducks. Since about

two or three days ago the temperature came down to 110 degrees and at
last we are beginmning to feel like human beings, When we go outside

we must cover our heads with wet towdgls and we wish you could see how
we look. Everyone at first seemed as if they had forgotten their smiles
far away, and there is hardly any talking, all we can hear the the heavy
breathing from the down-cast faces, but lately the last two or three
days, as the result of tie lessening of heat, gradually we ssemed to
have come to life, A young man who arrived here about two and a half
months ago welcumed us and remarked that in asbout two months or so, you
will become accustomed to this heat,

There are many rattlesnakes here and we hear reports that people
are killing them here and there in camp. Yesterday, in our neighborhood,
I saw a ten-year old live rattlesnake that had been put in a box by itsd
ceptor, :

When we arrived from Salinas, there were deaths daily among in-
fants and old people, This added to our worried and depressed feelings
and we wondered what would become of ourselves, But since the relief
in temperature, death became reduced and we hear mostly of bloody
noses and we feel encouraged; still it is very hard for the babies
and the old people. While we were still in Salinas we had heard in
vague rumors that there were frequent deaths in Arizona, but only upon
arrival was this grim fact plained revealed to us,

There are deadly scorpions lurking everywhere. Not one of us had
been struck by che creature, but a friend of ours killed one recently
and there were two found in the men's shower room, Not less than
twenty scorpions had been seen in the camp; fortunately our eyes had
been quicker than the power of the scorpion to strike us,

There are three camps in Poston. The first had already been filled

by the people from Los Angeles and Imperial Valley areas when we arrived,
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Letter from woman in Poston to friend at Tanforan, cont'd,

This first camp holds about 10,000 people; we werethe first group
to arrive at this second camp and dally new arrivals come here from
the free zone of Cal ifornia., Thé third camp is still unoccupied
but we believc that as soon as ours is filled, tley will begin to
scnd newcomers to it,

It certainly is extremcly hot and our tears have dried long ago
- and we are almost incapable of shedding tears now, but in p ite of it
I still do ecry from suffering and vexation.,

During the sandstorms you cannot see one inch ahead, but we are
actually blown from off our feet. My younger sister, Marie, was once
a little late in running into the house when she was caught suddenly
by the storm and she was thrown against her stepss, This is not a
place for human beings to live; some people say that in I8¢ 1800
bthe Indians wh o had been placed here had perished from the heat and
since that time it had been tenant=-less till new the Japanese hhd
been sent here., This place is not yet completed, everyday the
carpenters are working. One of the soldiers guarding this place
died of sunstroke two or three days ago. On top of this, there is
no ice or cold water here where there are so many people craving for
Just one cup of refreshing water and people commonly sigh for a drink
of ice cold bottler of Coca-Cola, In the kitechen there is only one
Frigidaire but no ice is available for the general people, and it is
traglc for the sick people are thus deprived. Many people who are sick
here can be saved if there were ice available for them, but there
seems to be no relief for them, We are petitioning the authorities
to comstruct an ice-making mlant for the rd ief of these people,

Please for your own benefit petititon the authorities to be
sent to Tule Lake. People who are accustomed in such cool places as
San Francisco will not be able to stand the terrible head of Arizona,
or else you will repeat the tragedy we have gone through. Relative
of ours who are now in Tule Lake writes to us saying that it is very
pleasant there. We urge that you people at Tanforan will try your
best to be sent to Tule Lake, Only those who are accustomed to live
in hot climates should come here in your stead., The three thousand
six hundred people of Salinas are tragic examples of this misfortune.
To peoplc who used to live in the cool places such as Monterey, Salinas,
and Watsonville, it is unbearable; even people from El Centro and other
places in Imperial Valley find it difficult here. On top of this Aug
ust will be much hotter than it is now. Some people say that becsuse
the Indians who had been sent to this reservation over a centu:y ago
had been exterminated by the intense heat of August, trney called this
latter hot season, “Indian Summer", During the daytime no radio stations
can be heard. Unly after elven o'clock in the evening does Los Angeles
station faintly be received. Phonographs cannot be played because they
are soft and twisted from the heat, Water is very hard and cl othes
cannot be washed clean, and dust cannot be washed out of our hairs, We
ge to the showers to galn relief, we get soaked, we come back and in
fifteen minutes c¢verything is dry again; the rooms are like an over,
and our clothes are hot and unbesrable.

This letter seems to be expressions of nothing but woes and pess=-
imism, but it is all absolutely true., The suffering that we have borne
is enough, we do not want others to suffer, Please arrange with all
your power to have other people transferred to other relocation centers
so that they will not repeat the horrible experiences we are going through
It is so hot that to write bhis letter is = great effort on my part.

- Please give our regards to others and say that we are just barely exist-

ing.




