EANED ME]
AL INTERMEEN

to

terned at

understand that if I am admitted to such a special camp,
be governed by such rules and regulations
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the Ue.2, “overmment agency operating the

fomily, Including myself, listed on

ion, apply for transfer.

Signed

lvacuee, please do not write

i |

Project classification:
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WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
“aghington

Dee, 23, 1942
MEMORANDUM TO: All projeet directors
SUBJECT : Reuniting of Families with Interned Members

On November 12, I addressed an inquiry to you concerning the
number of families on your Projeet desiring to Join members of thier
femilies who had been interned, and indicated that conslderation was
being given to establishing a special internment camp not under the
Jurisdictlion of the War Relocation Authority, where internees and
thelr families could be brought together.

CUonsideration of that problem has progressed to a point now where
it seems almost certain that many inbternees can be joined with their
families. A camp is in the process of being consbtructed by the Depart-
ment of Justice and shortly after the fi st of the vear a small
advance contingent i1s expected to go to campe. #Hdditional numbers
presamaebly will go as soon as the facilities of the camp can be
completed, ;

iIn order that we may proceed with negotiations with the Devartment
of Justice with respect to these transfers, it is necessary that we
have, in addition to the preliminary information requested in ny
earlier letter, the nsmes of individuals desiring to be reunited,
together with certain additional information, and that consi eration
be given to certain problems raised by the proposed transfer.

Attached is a copy of a "Petition to Join Interned Membeor of
Pamily in a Special Internment Cemp", which should be filled out by
the head, or acting head, ofgach family desiring to be reunited with
an interned family member. supply of these forms is being mailed to
you for use in this connection,

The information as to special skills called for on the reverse
side of the application is desired br the Department of dJustice for use
in assembling an advance contingent that can help complete the new camp
accomodations, and assist in organizing essentialservices. “ince the
husband (or interned member( is now in the custody of t he Department
of Justice in most cases, it would be helpful if the person filling
out the application would indicste any svecialskills which the interned

member may possess. With respect to the wives and other feminine members

of families, it would be helpful to know which of them have competeney
insuch things as teaching, sewing, nursing, clerical work, ectc.

Apparently a numberof evacuees have writtenc iectly to the

Department of Justice asking to be reunited with internees. Unfortunately
insufficient information has been provided in many of these applications,

I belleve therefore it would be advisable to inform evacuees that re-
quests on thlis subject should be madé on Form WRA 174 and submitted
through théir Project Director to the Washington Office of Ra.

I



e

A speclal problem arises 1in conneetion with boys and girls who
are American c itizens. I am in some doubt as to the desirability of
trensferring young “merican citizens to an internment camp f or what
will probably be the duration of he war. *=uch an experience would
constitute doubtful training for citizenship in future vears. On the
other hand, if a wife greatly desires to join her husband, and if
American-born children wish to go with her, perhaps they should be
permitted to go. IHowever, there may be cases in which the wife will
wish to join her interned husband, but will desire children of school
afe to remain in a Relocation Center, In this case, perhaps another
family would accept guardianship or temporary gupervision fo the
children. Some arrangement acceptable to the "rojeet Director should
be developed. #gain, if the family Mlembers in a Relocation Center
have indicated they went to be exchanged to Japan (i,e. repatriated)
then I can see no particular objection to transferring them -- children
included -- to the new intermnment camp pending repatriation.

These special situations suggest case by case study, and I suggest
therefore that the Welfare VWorker at each Relocation Center go over
the cases of familles, members of which are interned, and in whieh there
are children in the Ilmpressionable ages, and make a recommendation which
would be attached to the application in each case -- outlining briefly
the problem Involved, end her recommendations for actionl

Please bear in mind that we cannot at this stage promise that
any vparticular application can be granted. There may be more aprlica-
tions than there are accomodationsl It would be helpful therefore if
you would cassify the applications into three classes: A-- very urgent--
first priority; B-- urgent, second priority; C-- third priority; on
the basis of your anal gls of the urgency in each cawe, and place this
"Project Classification. in the space indicated in the bloek at the
lowever left-hand corner of the application.

For your information there is attached a partial list of internees
who have petitioned to be reunited with their families, and whose
families are belleved to be in your Relocation Center. We may
recelve additional 1lists éf this t ype, in which case we will forward
them to you.

Flea e initiate your inquiry with the names on the enclosed
list, and return replies with respect to them as soon as you have
compoeted your analysis. I hope we can receive reports on these no
later than January 15.

With respect to bther femilies, forward your replles in groups
of 15 or 20 without waliting for a complete 1listin, as we desire to start
negotiating for transfers as soon as the Department of Justice is ready.
Address replies to this inquiry to the ashington Office, attention
Relocation Plamning Office. Only ohe copy ver family need be returned.

D.2, lyer
Director

ineclosures.

R e g




Nove. 12,

Wade_, ead
oject U*Wﬂctor, Cplorado
Relocation Center

Poston, @rlzona
ear Mp, “ead:

There is under consieration a proposal
of persons who have been interned with the
where a husband or father is interned, whil
a rOWOCa’i on ¢ ente“ the proposal contempl:
e novod to some camp, not
re *"o" could be united and live
ek gresumablf wopnld be substantia
the duratione s far as I know
s the whole"thing gone beyon

As one element ai ing the decislon in the matter and having
an influence on the si of camp necesssry to accomplish the
objective, we need to lkmow how many families and how many wndwlduaWS
would be inter sted in being reunited in such a camp if it should 1
established, and we need to know the number of children of gchool age
who would be invloved. I would appreciate it, therefore, if you will
gecure for me as promplty as possible the answers to the following
questions as they elate to your groter:

1, What is the number of
having one or more members in

milies n your re slocationc enter

f ami i
internment?
2. How many of 'E » families, if offered the opportunity, would
elect the ed member either at his mresent place of
internment or al son Gl

reported

You ua” rc“p iﬂﬁwir” of the e vacuees 5" pos tﬂng notices, by
working © Lty Couneil, by ¢ hru the block
managers, or ?r1 any btqer way as jou.thin_ be Please make it
clear, -owever , that no commitments are being mad thet no assurances
can be ~iven as to the outcoge of the proposa 1. 't th present time
we are simplg secking information.

P ome f nilies may be QPneﬁ*'ﬂe on th bj f the internment

of one of their membe?s, consequently, a mes £ reporting should be
provided tha t will avoid Bmbarrassment

Some question may be raised aq to whether schools would be
provided in a camp of the sort g have menitioned. I presume schooling

would be provided but L am not ln a position to Lﬂve any assurances.
If any families condition an affirmative answer on the availability




of shcools pelase indicate the number which do so,.
also to make clear in presenting your inquiry to the

ansers will not be considered binding and are desired now as a
of getting a line on the magnitufie of the problem.

One furtherpolnt -- wome evacuees may wish to write to the
interned members of their families before replying. However, since
inquiry does not constitute a definite commitment, and since we need
the information rather promptly, it would be best to discourege

correspondence and t ry to get an immediate replv.

you toreply as promptly as practlicable and to give
benefit of any observations you may care to make upon the
the proposal I have mentioned.
Sincerely yours,
L
o+ Myer
Yirector




MEMORANDUM TO: Mr. Dillon o, Muer, Director

From*® W, Wade “ead, +2 i 4

Sub ject:

We repgret that we have been so slow in angwering your r equest for spe-
cific information concerning the psasibilities of famlilies in Poston
joining ‘interned memberg. As you khowy we have had a serious disturbamce
which made it impossible for us to funetion properly for many ‘days.
Howavcr, we hope the information we are now submitting will be of some

£3 .5

agsistance to you even though it is late in rsaching your office.

We decided it would be best obtain the information through
a gquestionnaire. [ See copy attached). <The questionnaires werse
dlstributed to the residents through the block managers. The Welfare
Deyartment met with the individuals end groups who wished to discuss
in deatil the meaning of the ﬁweationnaire. We were surprised at the
number of people who did not car:d fill out the paper due to the
uncertainty of the proposition. ne survey revealed the following:

l, What 1s the number of f amil in your relocation center having
one or more members in internn :

The block manag ers
we will Torward the

opportunity, would
yresent nlace of

Blected to join internee
“lected not to join internees --- 1
Dbubtful

3e8. low many adul ire there in the families reported in answer
to question 2772 307
b. How many of grade school age? 3193
¢c. How meny children of high school age? 163
Pre-school age ch@ldren 9
In Poston 3 the people were expecting the plan to materialize
once. It was reported that the Spanish Consul FOWd them a camp
now being constructed and will be ready within the "next month".
were troubled in making decisions d ue to the fact that they
ers from interned relatives for a considerable length of
1ey stated that formerly their mail came every one or two
yeeks hut now it tﬂl-:e" "months toreceive replies to their letters.
understand that the letters first go to New York for tabulation.
something might be done so that they might have quicker




A flood of telegrams came from hu

to join them. One
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neople would be regarded 1
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Time: Dec., 30, 1942, 7:30 P.M.

Placey; Ward 7, Hospital

Number present: Approx. 175 :
Caucasians prest . Miss Findley, Dr. Balderston, Miss “heney.
Interpreter: j | i

Chairman:

to the people why the meeting was called.
YL in Waghington regarding reuniting of families.
wel"’-" H

ies living in Poston have relatives in the
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‘1ternment camp?

1
Q
Lo
o

[

uO 30|n relatives in

high school ag
How :maj I [ elemenatry age?

DG E -

hat we were not to tell the people that they could
and that a separate camp is being built for them. Vould
d for duratioq -~ thls gstatement needs clarification.

on was asked, "How many would be interested in joining relatives?

raﬂvonﬁ. If a person was interested in going but later
1ind, he has the right to do whatever he wishes. <The main
out in this lettee was: "How many families are interested
JDlﬂ” ﬂelatlves‘” ‘he office sent out about 500 questionnaires and
received about 200. How many of you sent in your questionm aires?
lany were reluctant in raising their hands.

the women who spoke wrote to Waghington asking if her
oe released from internment camp so that he could join
o lyot OSu”Q. Washington replied that her husband deould not be
ed but if she and the family would like %o :join hip, arraengements
will be made at a later date

How old must bhe chi 1 be in order to go with mother?
Received a letter from a Mr. Ennis of Washington
ildren under 18 would be able to accompany the mother.
reunion regardless of age. Want the same privileg

interned with relative.

4/ Report from a man who wa sed from Lordsburg. There is no
age limit. If the family is to Dbe sparat3d, father wishes the
children to stay with mother h tement was vlarified and thild is
the reason for fathers sending telegrems to family in Poston.

“oman who just returned from Lordsburg on a visit spoke: There
]lﬂlt Will take all children not married. Reported that homes
Ly buL_t for hhe families. Will bring in recent bulletin
that she brought back from Lordsburg.

=

was being for all famili from all centers.

What are the possible disadvantages of Niseis going to
answer on this gquestion.

n

thig camp?

rpl o

following wuestion was brought before lir. Haas and he .wrote to
on, but as yet have not recelved an answer. "If int@:ﬁnedi would
of the lilseis remain the same as in Poston or changed?’

o




Niseis were reluctant in signing questionnaire becsuge many qguestions
were asked regarding this subject and no one was sble to answer them,

9., What would happen to the family fund? Would we be under the same
regulations as the internees? Will the children be allowed to go outb
to school for work when available?

10. Vhat is the reason for not letting the fathers come baeck to
relocation c enter”

nenge of erecting school buildings
the fathers back and save all that

ston 1s such swell pla I don't want to leave this
husband back

13, FYetitions W sent to Washington asking ti relatives be released
from internment camy that they may jJjoin Laﬁilies in PogSon. dent
about one month ago but received no answer.

they intend

the internees have signed up for repatri-tion.after the
Vo11n:ary basis.

Report from a parolee. Pe5ition should be sent to Wzshington
release of °el vtives because majority of them are innocent.
F.B,I. told him that the H@JQ”I%V of them were innocent and the few

that were not involved immigration act. No saboteurs or spies reported.
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eral women sald that at the ti their husbands were tQFen, they
truth about the: activities in the nast. On the strenth of
were returned., Lf husband should have another hearing and
wonld he be released?
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Colorado River Relocation Project
Jan. 2C
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ORANDIM TO: Nell Findley
From: W,Wade Head

I have been officially informed that the reuniting of families of
1nterneuo will in no way affect the opportunity of the internees for
having a rehearing of their cases and, if at this hearing he establishes
1ls innocence, the entire family can be re-accepted at Foston.

Head

/s/ J. Wa.d
: i : L‘-\.. ch
e

rroi t Director




Statistical Rerort of Families
Applying to Enter Special Intermnment Camp
February 10, 1943

Number of families ...cecevceses 126
Project classification
61888 B ... 68
B ssane £8
C-I....Sg

umber of wives s.e...vevvvvv.s 120 (includes 19 American citizens)

Ags groups: Other relatives (not children)
2U*2D sesavess 1B Parents s.ivone £
S=3D sssisens 29 PIENe® ...vese )
4080 ,.i..0s090 5B iater ..osens 3
G0=88 siwesini 14
60~ PO T

Humber of children named in petitions se..... sioin nis we DOB

Age groups: School groups:

120 aessenvesn &6 Pre<gehool «....is 24
6-15 sivinesrindiB Elementary svecee.. 125
16 = ceeeeieasl24 SeconGsEryY ssiecscce 95

288 College o5 e T

Occupation of internse:

o}
o

PHRRE wwssnvs vonens Buddhist priests ....... %

2
Storekeeping .sc.coc.. 12 Laandry, S18E0IAE s.icoevses B
Cooking .voeevsvsessss 6 TRPUBEINE asvwns s swsvnas s ven B
Daraening ssscosavvon 6 Buginess Administeccseoncecs 2
Nursery business .... £ REPBOP 50 i's g s dislmniiores ke @
FLBHLAR sasvssiamasis 4 Garpenter ,issinssuis A
Hotel, 68L® svsssines 4 Jogrnedlst sasevesdeas s &
Foremen, fruit ...... 3 Athletlc Instruector seeeov.o 1
Brokers s.ecvevcs. v 3 Houge pAlnteP ssscsinsnsonin &
Teachers, Japanese .. 3 Robt glvmn werivintatomnreean o

3

Hothanion sevewacsins
Provblems evident from reports of interviews (some more than one, some none)

Rehearing -- possibillty of reunion in Relocation Center ..... 22

HOBRYPLatIon SAKOE 0P wuss sviusessnsonns Cnrat bl obicees s et P
Citizenship, fear of 6ffeCht ON sueceveceesosnsssssssvenservanss 25
Effect on property Tights ceeeecececseesens o ok e 5w v on ey hem s

Difficulty &f dbing business £ 9 W 40 85 SRR S e A iRy D
Feal" Of deportation LA L I A ST R A TR T O B T T S T I S T P PR, 9
9

Questions of leaves for work or sehool i R e e Ssis e e
Bducational facilities 1N CAMP '.vevvrvrveceeenn P e g wan NG

BOEl BN DAY 10 OB 0sii sots b B e i aom 5 8 el et el mi b a
Bg'ggage allov;ed ‘..-"l'l.l.'...‘l‘...ll.l...."..l..I.I..llll

Bvident extreme dependence of Wife .......... R P
Health questions making reunion d eSiTable .eveeecs.ooeesnresns
wuestion of age 1imit Off Children s.eeeeeeeceerseecsannss .

ORI

Confj.ict il’lfamily L I I R O R IR I T S T T S T B S S S S
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ATUDY OF FARILIES INTERVIEWED BUT NOT APPLYING
TO ENTER PANILY INTERNMENT CAMP

Humber of Lamilied Lesevvissnnnss BB
Rmiber of WIHeW ssississsssissana T8

Age groups:

20-29 o8 00000 2
S0=39 ssssevsedd
40=49 ss0904+28
D0-59 caesse.s20
60- PRSPPI |
Agé unknown ..l4

78

Number of children named in petitions (unsigned) ........ 267

Age groups: School grouns:
1=8 ssavessow X7 Tre=8ehool sissess B
Ol B s veanvss 94 flementary soesess 67
36> o0 aveess DB Secondary esecse.e 76
267 College (kmown)..._ 7

9y
)

Sonsg kmown to be in UeSe APIMYT seseeea?
Occunation of internee:

Construction, carpent?Py .«
Fish hetohery sesecassvosvas
FTIANENRE % «vvn s 7 reomiai « i rmas me
GAPGBRBY s iscssons Legal interpreter scececoces
Teacher, Japanese . BRgineer eosesvssransssssose
Religious worker, Produce shippsr sescisecenss

Christian c.ee Pookkeoper ssssvsviessssnvas
FOrémon soeesssssas ot Ylated seisssanswowsines

-
Gl > i ~J ©

L) .
COrRiNg swsvrers s
CLOrekeeper sso.ssee
ITLDtel, 08.:[‘8 e @ ® s 2 a0

0w,
Qu
OFD = 1 = D

Problems evident from reports of interviews (some families had several)

Hehearings =~ hope Of PelefSe cceeeeecvsesesrsssns 33
LB RNTBDI D wininedin s s o6 iy 50008 500 sl s wE b aenslstonie OO
IR R TR T oy T (W R e e e
siesidon 6Ff propovly PIghls s vrsnnsanveracnsin o
Diffieulty of coerrying on business ..vecsscssceoss B
Desire for leaves for school or WOPK esseesevesnse 29
Juestion about educationel facllitiegeevevissnnose 11
Question a8 to work and pay In o8NP secscssssnsscve D
SOuCIIBE 18 LRNLIY sosremvisevovene owsm sy urdesuves GO

s R e
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Notes on Interviews with Pamilies of Tnternees -- Units II and ITI

In Unit ‘hree especlally people were expecting the plan to
materialize soon. The ®panish Consul is reported to have told them
that the camp is now being constructed and will be ready "next month".

leny are troubled in making their decisions by the slowness of
mail from intermment camps. formerly it came in a2 week or two but now
takes "months" aw 1t seems to go first to New York for tabulation.
"Can something be done to help us get faster service?"

Telegrams have been coming from husbands urging the families %o
plan to join them. One stated, "Conditions better than relocation
centers due to Ueneva treaty."

One mother was greatly btroubled over the effect on her 15 year
0ld boy of his father's intermment. ©“he feels that he will be crushed
if they do not Join the father and yet shé hesgitates to t ake him into
a Qprigon camp”.q She stated that many parents were incesnsed because
one of the High Pchool teachers in Three had taunted the childrens ayig
they were no good and no wonder sinee they were children of criminals.
A P,Tohs leader urged her and others standing by to bring sueh things
to them and not spread such reports. However they had discussed
reporting itcto the Spanish Consul -- it was not clear that they had
done so when he was here.

lMany are concerned sbout their children's ecitizenship rights and
the way in which thelr young peonle would be regarded if they had
lived in an internment campe.

The question of suitable work ..... financial matters .... work
leaves .... leaves for study +.... freedom to loock after outside
business were among the problems.

PO ———
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Feb, 26, 1943

INFORMATION COPY

P, Wade Head

Project Director

Colorado River Relocation Center
Poston, Arizona

Dear lr, Head:

This will refer to your letter of January 22, concernihg a
number of questions about the family intermment camn.

l. "If children are taken to this special intermment cemp, will thier
residence there endanger their American cltizenship in any way3"

"Citizens of the United States will, of course, remain citizens,
and as fer as we have any information thev will not suffer any abridgement
of their legal rights other than to sueh an extent as may temporarily
result from remaining in the camp for the duration." (page 2 -- Director's
Memorandum to £11 Froject Directors -2 January 11).

2. "Will ch&ldren be permitted to leave the camp for school or work?"

"The furlough or leave policy applicable to Relocation Centers will
not apply in the family internment camp, and no one should go there
with the expectation of shortly leaving for school, to get married, or
for any other prupose ..... “ny person contemplating accepting
employment, or going to school, or becoming relocated outside of a Center
should not under eany circumstances ask to be admitted to the internment
camp." (Page 1 -- Memorandum of January 11, ibid.)

3+ "May the families carry on their business from the cemp?"

Mall will be censored, money in the hands of any person at any
one time will be 1limited, possibly to $10.00. &Excess funds will be
deposited with the camp fiscal officer and deposited in a special
Treasury account to the credit of the internee. Withdrawals can be made
subject to the limitations of the Foreign Fund Control Unit of the
Treasury if the person invloved is an slien. Since citizens going into
the camp agree to accept the same discipline as internees, it appears
likely that the same limitations would probably apply to all persons.
Subject to this type of restriction and limitation it is presumed
that nersons would be permitted to direet and receive income from any
business or property, the use of which was considered to be such as
not to give aid or comfort to the enemy.

4. "May extra money (25 or more) be sent to the carp?"

Yes, subject to the restrictions referred to above concerning

deposit in a special account and the limitation of funds in the

possession of an individual at any one time.

5. "If families enter this camp, will they be sent back to Japan after
the war?"

"We have no readon to belleve that persons going to such a camp
will be arvitrarily or foreibly repatriated or expatriated." (Page 2
-- lMemorandum of January 11,.)

- s il
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6. "Many of the men now interned are waiting for their rehearing.
If they obtatn their rehearing and are paroled, may the families
move to relocation ¢ enters?"

"It is our understending thet the Department of Justice is willing
to reconsider internment cases where any evidence can be introduced.
In cases such as these families would do well to await the outcome of
such reconsideration before seeking to be transferred to an internment
camp.”" (Page 4 -- Memorandum of Januery 11).

In addition we are attempting to cheek with the Department of
Justice to the end that internees moved to the family internment camp
will be cases which are definitely to be interned for the duration.

In other words, we expect to check on the status of a rehearing so as to
avold the type of situation referred to in your letter.

7. "Will there be palid employment in the camp?"

There is a possibility that certain types of employment for wages
may be avallable in the camp. If so, the wages to be pald, we are
advised, would be determined on the basis of international agresment
=t the rate of three Swiss gold francs per day. Wages would not, however,
be pald for work in connection with the direct operation or maintenance
of the camp such as, for example, working in a mess hall, waiting on
tables, working on trucking, or other work directly related to the
operation of the camp.

8. "Is there any age limit for children?"

“# pogltive answer on this point is not yet available. It is
suggested that, in the case of amilies with older children, your
Welfare Counseler look into the situation v ery carefully to see whether
the older children really wish to go to the family Internment camp, and
vhether in her judgment they would be content to stay there for t he
duratlion, or whether they might get restless and become a source of
administrative difficulty. Your very serious consideration is requested
as to the probable effect upon such youngsters of living for one or
two years in an atmosphere of a camp, the major part of the peopulation
of which consists ol enemy aliens interned because they are consid ered,
alter an individual hearing to be dangerous to the neace and security
of the United States.

9. "Can children, who do not enter the camp, vislt relatives who
are interned?”

Yes, subject to_the general visiting conditions as already described
in my memorandum of “anuary 1l. Where the visitors sre residents of
relocatlon c enters, such visits of course would be contingent upon
approval of leave I'or such purposes by the Project Director of © he
retocation center.

10. Vhere 1s the special internment camp?"
At Crystal City, Texas,
11. "Will families be allowed totake all theilr belongkhgs:”

It 1s a safe assumption that families will be allowed to take any
of their .belongings which they are daily using in their present
relocation center accomodations. Large quantities of property stored,
whether in relocation centers or in private storage elsewhere, is a

matter not yet determined, and no promises should be made as yet in
connectlon with this type of property.

PR SRR
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Since writing my memorandum of January 11, the Immigration and
Haturalization Service has found it necessary to modify to some extent
some of the physical plans earlier contemplated. Uriginally, as stated
in my memorandum of January 11, it was planned that gll families could
do their own cooking snd a standard duplex two-family house was
described. t now appears that there will be central dining halls for
small families and Bormitories for oldgr boys and girls. There may also
be triplex as well as duplex houses. arger famllies, 1t is still
contemplated, can do their own cooking,

We are also advised that the hospital at the Crystal City ecamp
cannot be completed before another month. Although I have no doubt that
arrangements will be made to take care of emergency cases we should
not, in fairness, ocermlt any casss in & critieal condition to be trans-
ferred for the present.

As soon as the necessary negotiations and determinations can be
made so that we lmow whieh internees Justice will move to the family
intermment camp, we will advige Project Directors as to which family
members may be permitted to transfer. We will also advise you later
concerning the question of transportation and propebty management with
respect to the families transgerred.

Sincerely yours,

D5, Myer /s/
Direector

CC to all Projects.




To Families Whiech Have Applied to Enter the Family Internment
Camp

The camp is located at Crystal City, Texas. We have not yet
received word as to which families will be given permission to move
to the camp, or when the first will go from Poston. As soon &s such
information comes, we will notify the family concerned.

We have just received some information in regard to the camp from
the WRA in response to questions which you have been asking.

1. Citizenship: "Citizens of the United States will, of course, remain
citizens, and so far as we have any information they will not suffer
any abridgement of their legal rights other than to such an extent

as may temporarily result from remaining in the camp for the duration."

2. Leaves for School or Wopk: "The furlough leave poliecy applicable
to RelocatIon Tenters will not apply in the family internment camp,
and no one should go there with the expectation of ghortly leaving for
school, to get mari'ied, or for any other purpose. ny person con-
templating accepting employment, or going to sehool or becoming re-
located outside of a Center should not under any eircumstances ask to
be admitted to the internment camp.”

3. Business: "Meil will be censored, money in the hands of any
person at any one time will be limited, possibly to $10.00." Excess
funds will be deposited with the camp fiseal officer and withdrawals
made according to rules, prébably the same as those governing
aliens in the camp.,.

4, Deportation: "We have no reason to believe that persons going to
such a camp will be arbitrarily or forelbly repatriated or expatriated."

5. Rehearing: "In such cases as these, familles would do well to
await the outcome before seeking to be transferred to an internment
camp." Also WRA will check with the Dept. of Justice before moving
a family to see fif the internee is to be released or not.

6. Employment: "There is a possibility that certain types of employemnt
for wages may be available in the camp. If so, the wages would be
determined on the basis of international agreement at the rate of

three Swiss gold franes per day. VWages, would not, however, be paid
for work in connection with the direct operation and maintenance of

the camp.”

7. Age 1imit for Children: "A positive answer on this point is not
yet available.™ Very serious consideration is requested as to the
probable effect upon older children of living in such a camp.

8. Visits to the cam %¥ echildren not entering: "Yes, subject to
general visiting consi ona,"

9.Baggage: "It is a safe assumption that families will be allowed to
teke any of their belongings which they are daily using in their present
relocation center accomodations. Large quantities of property stored

is a matter yet to be determined.”

10. Living Conditions: The Immigration and Naturalization Service
has Tound it necessary to modify some of the first plans. It was

planned that all famigios could do their own cooking. t now appears
that there will be central dining halls for small families and dormi-



tories for older boys and girls. There may also be triplex as well
as duplex houses. Larger families, it is still planned, will do their
own cooking.

11. Hospital and Sehools: The hospltal cannot be ecompleted at once.
Appgngement s %?Ti made to take care of emergency cases but people

in a critical condition will not be transferred at first.

No mention 1s made of schools but it is feared that they will
not be ready when the camp is first opened.

Further consultation: Any family who wishes to consult further in
regard to 8 matter should see:

liiss Cheney in Unit I -- Famim{ Welfare Office

Mlss Hayashi in Unit II -- Famlly Welfare Uffice

Miss Starkey in Unit III

Marech 30, 1943



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
Washington

Merch 26, 1943

Mr. Wade Head
Colorado River Relocation Center
Poston, Arigzona

Dear My, Head:

We have at hand a copy of a letter from Miss Nell Findley, Chief
of Community Services, to "r. Edward J. Hnnis, Director of the ~lien
Enemy Control Unit, Department of Justice, ralsing u?rtain questions
concerning the family intermment camp. Miss Findley's letter has been
referred to us for reply. There 1s also ineluded a2 letter from liss
Iris &, Tanaka on the same subject.

We have previously replied to most of these questions, not
only in our letter to all projeet directors of Januery 1lth, but also
in a letter to you under date of February 26. Such additional infor-
mation as we abe able to give 1s submitted below.

In reply to Miss Findley's first question, namely the effect
on American citizenship of children's admission to the internment
camp if the children are over age, we have been advised by the Depart-
ment of Justice that its appropriation is limited to internees, and
thelr wives, and dependent minor cehildren so that echildren over
twenty camnot be admitted. To the best of our knowledge and belief
the residence of children in internment camps will not affect their
citizenship except insofar as restriction on movement and censorship
might interfere with the exercise of such rights.

Wiith respeect to Miss Findlcy’s second guestion, persons seeking
to go to sechool or to be employed outside should not enter the
Internment camp because persons seeking admission will, according to
our understanding, be required to sign a statement they will stay for
the duration.

With respect to lilss Findley's third question, we have no reason
to believe that property rights will be affected in any way other
than insofar aw censorship restrictions, which as we previouslys tated
will be strict, may operate to slow down or interfere with communi-
cations eonecerning property.

With respect to Miss Findley's fourth question, on the basis of
present leglilation ehildren emtering the intermment camp would not
be liable for repatriation after the war.

Wiith respect to question five, our previous communications have
explained what we know about work opportunities snd ecompenssation
therefor,

With respect to Miss Findley's question six, the induction of men
into the #rmy is completely in the hands of the Army and Selective
iervide, and we are not in a position to forecast what aection will be

aken.



With respect to question seven, the camp has alraagz been opened
and some families are already there particularly, accor to our
understanding , a number of German internees and thelr familles. I%
is planned that asdditional trensfers will be effected as constructlon
of the camp progresses.

Some doubt seems to exist in the minds of the evacuees concerning
the granting of permission for intermees to join their families at
relocetion centers. On this point evacuees should understand that as
far as persons from the continental United States are concerned, the
Attorney general has complete jurisdiction over the proceedings leading
jjo internment, parole, or release. If in the opinion of the Attorney

eneral a person is sufficiently dangerous to be interned for the
duration, he eammot br redeased to & pelocationc enter. If in the
opinion of the “ttorney General a person is not suffielently dangerous
to be interned, he may be eithorwparo&od or released; if they desire,
2nd 1f Washingbon Offlice of the Yar Reloeation Authority so authorlzes
in easeh individuel ease, may join their families in relocation centers.

s now have & large number of applications from persons desiring
to have agmission to the femily intermment camp. Ve are arranging
with the _epartment of Justice for the cases of the internees to be
reviewed 8o that we may know, before proceeding with transfer; whether
an internee is spt to be peroled in the near future. Obviously, if an
intrnee 1s apt to be parcled it is better for him to be Eransferred
go a relocation center than for the famlly to be transferred to Crystal

ity. ‘

We are proeceeding with these cases and will advise projects as
raplidly as practicsble concerning the action in individual cases.

I hope this information will be of assistance to your advisors
in counseling with familieswho have been divided as & result of
interrment of a member of their family.

Sincerely yours,

D.S, Myer /s/
Cirector

Ene.



DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
Alien Enemy Control Unit
Washington

TO INTERNEES AND HMEMBERS OF THEEIR FAMILIES

In cases where 1t is believed that an internee's background
indicating his loyakty to this country was not fully presented at his
hearing or new and gubstantial evidence 1s now available for consideration
by the Alien “memy ~earing Board, it is possible under a recent regula-
tion for either the’ internee, & member of his famlily, or anuinterested
person to make application for a rehearing directly to the "nited
States Attorney in charpge of his case., The application need not follow
any set form, but should present clearly and in sufficient detail the
basés for a rehearing.

In addition, there should be submitted to the United States
Attorney in charge of the case substantial factural inTormation in the
form of letters or fidavits from persons well acquainted with the
internee relating to his character, past activities, and loyalty to
this country. These testimonials should establish the religbility of
persons writing on behalf of the internee as well as describe thelr
opportunities to observe his conduct. VWhere there is doubt of the place
for filing the application, this office will furnish to a proper party
the name and address of the “nited States Attorney in charge of the
case.

Upon exemination of this material the United States Attorney in
his discretion may grant a rehearing before the Allen Enemy Hearing
Board. In general the case of an internee cannot be reopened unless
the application and supporting papers clearly disclose =ither new evidence
or point out important aspects of the cage which were not considered
at the first hearing. The applicant may notify this office o? tne
filing of his anpllca,ion with the United States Attorney. The Ynited
States Attorney will advise the applicant and this office of his
decision in each instance.

Bdward J. Ennis
Director



Report on Families Interviewed for Entrance in Family
Internment Camp
Postoh, Arizona
March 20, 1943

I. Total number of famllies interviewed ..ccesesescissccsasnsss 256
Number of families applying to enter Family Internment pamp «+.166
Number of amilies not applying to enter Family Internment Camp. 90

1l. Bumber of Tamilles appliying ©o onber c.ses.cosvansinssassdsnn 186

Project classifications

UARES B ok veiis s ow i !
B lllllll L B -‘..59
CC . ® 2 0 0 80 '....56

Number of wives ..eseseece. 156 (includes 24 American citizens)

Age groups: Other Relatives (not children)
2 L .o 14 Por el sovivusmovomsce B
DeDBe s snvsbs susnsennn OB DABEBY ssvervesivienes o1
40=494 0 uvnne v wanus 70 TEROBBER. oo vc v ssomnas B
B0wEBussisvsvannrsnssnn Dl Brother-in-law si..veee 1
60- ® 80 00 88 00 L L B B A 5
Not KNown eceeseone eow 1

Numbér of children named in the petitions eec.... os 436

Age groups: School groups:

LD s mer e d o s nrERee D Pre-=8chool «.ccoe0 con OB
Bl ssvrvisissaviess SOL Elementary e...... eeelBl
e svwivsns FA b eanean 180 S6eoNdary e e «e0el28

309

Enown to have been in college ..... 11

Occupation of internee:

Farming eeeedoeenss4 Foremen, furit ranches ........ e B
Store-keeping «....13 Buddhist priests «.icscvccsocsse e B
Gardening, nursery 14. Tonrikyo priests ccsssiiiviniseoa 2
BOGMINE = cuo v suwn B Laundry, cleaning eeeevv... bt
PLINANE siovsvrsons B TRBEINE. 4555 2450 55 54 0B wdls Lye g €8 2
Hotel, cafe ceseeee 4 Darpars sssveoscssnbnanis e e -
DProROPE +csssvivans & SORPTALLETE & svi wevedind B iws whas s B
Teachers, Jepee.... 4 Athletic instructor eeeeveseecess 1
Mechanics ececceeee o % Hovuge pRINtEr savssecassnsisees cwvie b
Carpenters «....... 4 BookkMeper ssivssveriiescananinii i
Business Admine ... 3 Bot glvlt suseie diinriortadves vinls
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Problems evident from reports of interviews (some famlilies more than
one, some none):

Rehearing -- possibility of reunion in Relocation Center .... 35
Repatriation asked £OP eccevecccssossosssssvacssssonnsccoccne i
Citizenship, fear of effect ON eeviceritvsesossncecccrsccscne 47
Posr of Geportofion ssesvecssessssssssvsessessvsrsasnsvenssts dLa
Feor of effect on property rights eieeecciririisnccncecncennns
Difficulty of doing HuSInNeSS ceseeevecscsssssssscssscssossses
Question of leaves for work or sSchool sescececoceccrrasccennes 2
Bducational facilities in CAMP eevccovcossosscssscacsssnascess L
Work and pay in CamMD seececcsccessssosvssssssasssasssossansnnss
Bagzage alloWed seceesesessssessossssosssssossssossnsssnsncnosss
Byident extreme dependence of Wife sevceererssreevacerensnnne
Health questions making reunion desirable ...i.cececescececas 13
Age 1imit on children ecciveecsvcccenns Y Ty Ly
CoOnriiot 18 FEMIIY coorssvossvressnss nrsese s bs iniks fis wtls s sien e
Possiblity of entering army from interrment camp «..........s Many
(Not countéd as this problem arose after most of the
interviews were finished).

LLL. Number of families not applylng to enter .......... 5 e i i
(Project classification D)

Humber Of WiVES eeecceescssesensee T7 {(inecludes 7 Lmericsn citizens)

Age grouns: Other relatives (not children)
FRENEI wims s bale e s 3
ZOREE Snasvesas O BIEDOP oo v vwend vm e e D
30-39 o s a8 000 e 12 sisterﬂin"law e s a o 2
3049 svisnevsn IO PLames oodseryesunes &

50"59 ® 2 8 80 @ 50w 25
60- ® 8 e 2 00 0 g @ 4
Age unlnown ... 2

Number of children named in these unsligned petitions ....... 247

Age groups: School groups:
1-5 e 8 s 000 e 16 Pre-SChOOl ® o ¢ s s 8 88 9 580 5
6—15 ® 8 ® 0 8 8 s 8 eR 76 Elementary PR I U B A ) 56
1 - R ORI, |- SecondePy siiessssenes, BF
_ 130

Known to have been in college +.... 7
Oecupation of Internee:

EERIDE sirsiercireinairior 8BS Teacher, JAPENESE ««.ccss £
Store-keeping e....ceecees 7 Construetion cc.csossssns 2
Hotel, eafe seevovesvesees 10 Fish hatchery eceesececes 1

GEPABHBIE s:sassiviaasssnrs & s
Religious workers, Christian3 égg?%eégte?pr?t?r B S i

FiSIZing e 3 N
® 8 8 8 8 8 % 8 8 B wE RN 1 te .'-..........‘SO
BOPBMOT) oo vwesnssisasessss S i 9t laenes
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Problems evident from reports of interviews ( some families had several).

“ghoarings -~ hope Of POlBESE ceveceiiscrvissssssnseis BT
BEToor ofy ClUigonBIAY Ssmsvis s ivieiesiniaiisaneiis i e o8
Desire for leaves for work or sSchool s.csescssacesssca 20
Questions about educabtional facilitles s.isevivosassss 1O
Pagr of doPorTabion feicrsssscrbrbdsbnstfatesontsnbiag B
Diffienlty of carrying of DUBIDOBRE jisssenvasssssnnsne B
Question as to work and pay In eamp .s.ccrvessssvacvsas O
Quastion of property PIgHLS ci.scvsvsscnsvssvasoevevse, £
Health S % & & 0 8 % 0 4 W S T A G P 8 S e G R TR R R PR AS R e e RS e 4
Conflict In PaMIlYy sessivissisises PR PR PR R e A A
Feeling that children should be reasdy to serve in the army or
pride in relstives now in service ( a number. Not counted
as this »roblem arose in a new form after most interviews
were finished.)

IV. Special observations on 71 families,cproject-classificationAyi.
€hildven in these famllies s.eevsvsesnsasns 131 (22 famililes had
no children involved)

Age groups:
1—5 B e ¢ s s s e e 28
6“15 ® o s 8 800809 08 71
16- ....--........52

V. Special observations on 17 families caassified for repatriation.
Children in these families escvecseeess 45

“ge groups:
1B snssesess E8
6215 sevseses 21
16“ CR I I ) 16

VI. Special observations on 30 families., (Families refusing to sign
at first but changing to applicants between Feb, 5 and Harch 20.)
Most important reasons:
l. Lack of information as to such questions as:
Age 1limit '
Camp rules

Possibility of leaves for work or school.

2. Sagerness of internee for family to join him.
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WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
Washington

March 26, 1943

Wr. Wade Head
Colorado River Relocation Center
Poston, Arizona

Desr lir, “ead:

We have at hand a copy of a letter from liiss Nell Findley,, Chief
of Community Services, to "r. Edward J. %nnis, Director of the 1lien
Enemy Control Unit, Department of Justice, ralsing certain questions
coricerning the family interpment camp. Miss Findley's letter has been
referred to us for reply. *here is also included a letter from Miss
Iris &, Tanaka on the same subject.

VWie have previously replied to most of these questions, not
only in our letter to 2l)l project directors of Januery 1l1lth, but also
in a letter to you under date of February 26. Such additional infor-
mation as we abe able to give is submitted below.

In reply to liss Findley's first question, namely the effect
on American citizenship of children's admission to the internment
camp if the children are over age, we have been advised by the Depart-
ment of Justice that its appropriation is limited to internees, and
their wives, and dependent minor children so that children over
twenty cannot be admitted. To the best of our knowledge and belief
the residence of children in internmment camps will not affect their
citizenship except insofar as restriction on movement and censorship
might interfere with the exercise of guch rights.

With respect to Miss Eindley's second guestion, persons seeking
to go to school or to be employed outside should not enter the
internment camp because persons seeking admission will, according to
our understanding, be required to sign a statement they will stay for
the duration.

With respect to Miss Findley's third question, we have no reason
to believe that property rights will be affected in any way other
than insofar aw censorship restrictions, which as we previouslys tated
will be strict, may operate to slow down or interfere with communi-
cations eoncerning property.

With respect to Miss Findlej,r's fourth question, on the basis of
present legilation children emtering the internment camp would not
be liable for repatriation after the war.

With respect to question five, our previous commnications have
explained whet we know about work opportunities =nd compensation
therefor, :

With respect to Miss Findley's question six, the induection of men
into the Zrmy 1s completely in the hands of the Army and Selective
Servide, and we are not in a position to forecast what action will be
taken.

e



With respect to guestion seven, the camp has already been opened
and some families are already there particularly, according to our
understanding , & number of German internees and their families. It
is planned that additional transfers will be effected as congtruction
of the camp progresses.

Some doubt seems to exist in the minds of the evacuees concerning
the granting of permission for internees to join their families at
pelocation centers. On this point evacuees should understand that as
far as persons from the continental United States are concerned, the
Attorney general has complete jurisdiction over the proceedinﬁs leading
Eo internment, parole, or release. If in the opinion of the "ttorney

eneral a person is sufficlently dangerous to be interned for the
duration, he cannot br red&eased to a pelocationc enter. If in the
opinion of the “ttorney General a person is not sufficiently dangerous
to be interned, he may be elther paroded or released, if they desire,
and if Washington Office of the Y“ar Relocation Authority so authorizes
in each individual case, may join their families in relocation centers.

“e now have a large number of applications from persons desiring
to have agmission to the family internment camp. ‘e are arranging
with the _epartment of Justice for the cases of the internees to be
reviewed so that we may know, before proceeding with transfer, whether
an internee is apt to be paroled in the near future. Obviously, if an
intrnee 1s apt to be paroled it is better for him to be btransferred
to a relocation center than for the family to be transferred to Crystal
Gity.

We are proceeding with these cases and will advise projects as
rapidly as practlcable concerning the action in individual cases.

I hope this information will be of assistance to your advisors
in counseling with familieswho have been divided as a result of
intermment of a member of their family.

Sincerely yours,

D,.S, Myer /s/
Cirector

Enc.
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Colorado River War Relocation Project
Poston, Arioena
April 7, 1943

MEMORANDUM TOs Mr. D.S. Myer, Direvtor
ATTENTION: RELOCATION PLANNING OFFICE
froms Wigde Head, Project Direvtor

We are in receipt of fourteen letters from your office in regard to as many
families from among the 170 mxxsm for whom we sent in applications for admission
into the Crystal City family intermment camp.

Before answering them in detail, it may be well to expain how we conducéd our
interviews with these families and some ninety more which did not sign the petition
to go to the camp.

In N _vember, when word first came w4 had all interested families fill out

0
preliminary questionnaries, working through the block managers. Early in
January when lists of families to interview first and the application blanks came
from your office, we called in each woman or head of the family for an interview.
The women were interviewed by two of the-appointed personnel who had spent many
years in Japan and who use the Japanese languate adeqyatdy. The women aepreoigtgﬁ
this opportunity of talking over their problems in their own language. M st of
thes e intervired took from 20 to 30 minutes and all were encouraged to postaopkne
decison and come again after further family consultation if they were uncertain.
About 30% did so, same coming three or even more times, All children 16 and over
were given the opportunity to have an interview with carefully chosen. school
teachers so that they might understand the serious questions involved and theri
attitudes and opinions might be transmitted to you.

At that time we did not have adequste information about the camp. (Yonr letter

of January 1l never reached us and the one of February 26 did not arrive until

Mar ch 25). H _wever we stressed the fact that it was to be an intermnent camp, no
doubt with regulations similar to those of the camps in which 6heir fathers were
living, with censordhip and strict military guard. We told the mothers of oléder
children and the children themselves that leaves from the camp for study or work
would in all probability be impossible, helped them to face the implications of an
interment camp experience on their future as American citizens. When your letter
of Feb. 26 in ansewer to the questions we had transmitted to you came, were glad

to find that the tone of our representation had been true. So that they could have
all the details then available we sent the enclosed statement, which you will see
has a careful translation into Japanese, to each family which had applied, informing
them that we would gladly consult with them further.

We £ill, in view of the care with which the whole matter has been conducted in

this project, that in most cases re-interviewing is not necessary and would be a

form of pressure, In fact when the welfare worker in one of tye smaller units called
¥ge families to give tyem phe detailed statement and in doing so emphasized gain

some of the handicaps for older children the reaction was that she was trying to p
prevent the families from going even if they wished to. In the other two units,

the statements were simply sent to the hsmse homes. Everyone connected with the
matter has been most earnest in seeing that the families faced all the implications
both as to life in the camp and as to the effect on the future life of the older
children, yet leaving the final decision to ghem.

In our classification werdted as (4) those:
where repatriation was desired.
women with no children,

ERER BHRe STt agEE oY




Families in which older children were clear in their desire to enter the camp were
rated B » Where there was family confliect or hesitation on the part of older
children =--orrof the wife -- we rated C. In this group are many families which we
are loath to see enter such a camp, but to whom we had given all thexmxx help in
YkExwerkdxx  our power in making this serious deciwion, .Parental supervision

over young people, especially girls is stronger and lasts longer in families of
Japanese extraction than in most groups in our country, This is especially:true of
girls whose marriage plans are to a large degree guilded by their parents. This
accounts in part for the strong desire to keep even older children in the family
group. If there is an age limit, some of the children will be excluded and some
families may withdraw theirapplications. Alsc many families are now asking as to
the dormitory plans. If children are to be there just for sleeping, it will not
make much difference but if they are to live quite separate from the rest of the
family it will affect some decions. We need to have definite information as to

age limit and ad to plans for housing young people in dormitories as soon as
possible.

Of the 14 cases about which you write, three were approved, all of them in our

Class A list. We are hoping to hear from the others (almost 70) classified A for
most of #mmx them seem to us urgent cases. They are eager to know if and when they
may go to Crystal City.

Please see the enclosure for & report on the cases concerning which you wrote .

Sincerely,

Wiide Head
Project Director.

AC: mt.
Enclosure.




