
VAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 

—... ... Relocation Center 

PETITION TO JOIN INTERN ID MEMB ER 0? FAMILY 
IN A SPECIAL INTERMENT CAMP 

I hereby apply for transfer to a special internment camp 

-co join — _ __ _ _ who is now in-
(name of interned member of family] 

terned at 

I understand that if I am admitted to such a special camp, 

permission to leave will be governed by such rules and regu lations 

as may be established by the  U.S.  Government agency operating the 

camp, 

Jie  members of my immediate family, including myself, listed  on 

the reverse side of this application, apply for transfer. 

°igned 

Evacuee, please do not v/rlte here 

Project classification: 
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IVAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 
Washington 

Dec , 23, 1942 

I.EE»IORAlIDlJivi TO: All project directors 

SUBJECT: Reuniting of Families with Interned Members 

On November 12, I addressed an inquiry to you concerning the 
number of families on your Project desiring to join memb ers of thier 
1 ami lies who had been interned, and indicated that conside ration was 
being given lo establishing a special internment camp not under the 
jurisdiction of the War Relocation Authority, where inter nees and 
their families could be brought together. 

Consideration of that problem has progressed to a poi nt now where 
it seems almost certain that many internees can be join ed with their 
families. A c s mp is in the process of being constructed bv the Depart-
ment of Justice and shortly after the first of the year a sma ll 
advance contingent is expected to go to camp. Additiona l numbers 
presumably will go as soon as the facilities of the camp c an be 
completed. 

_ In order that we may proceed with negotiations with the De >artment 
of Justice with respect to these transfers, it is necess ary that we 
have, in addition to the preliminary information request ed in my 
earlier letter, the names of individuals desiring to be r eunited, 
together with certain additional information, and that c ons  ft  eration 
be given to certain problems raised by the proposed tr ansfer. 

Attached Is a copy of a "Petition to Join Interned  M embor of 
family in a Special Internment Camp' 1, which should be filled out by 
the head, or acting head, ofgach family desiring to be r eunited with 
an interned family member. supply of these forms Is being m ailed to 
you for use In this connection. 

The information as to special skills called for on the rev erse 
side of the application is desired b the Department of Just ice for use 
In assembling an advance contingent that can help comple te the new camp 
accomodations, and assist in organizing essentialservice s. °ince the 
husband (or interned member  (  is now in the custody of t he Department 
of Justice in most cases, it would be helpful if the person filling 
out the application would indicate any specialskills whi ch the interned 
member may possess. With respect to the wives and other fe minine members 
of families, it would be helpful to know which of them have competency 
insuch things as teaching, sewing, nursing, clerical wo rk, etc. 

Apparently a numberof evacuees have written  o  iectly to the 
Department of Justice asking to be reunited with inter nees. Unfortunately 
insufficient information has been provided in many of t hese applications, 
i believe therefore it would be advisable to inform evacue es that re-
quests on this subject should be mad4 on Form WRA 174 an d submitted 
through th&ir Project Director to the 'Washington Offic e of WRa. 



A special problem arises in connection with boys and "̂ irl s who 
are Ameri c an c it i  z ens.  I am in some doubt as to the desirabi1ity of 
transferring young  A merican citizens to an internment camp f or what 
will probably be the duration of he war.  s uch an experience would 
constitute doubtful training for citizenship in future ye ars. On the 
other hand, if a wife greatly desires to join her husband, a nd if 
American-born child en wish to go with her, perhaps they should be 
permitted to go. However, there may be cases in which th e wife will 
wish to join her interned husband, but will desire childr en of school 
afe^to remain in a Relocation Center, In this case, perhap s another 
family would accept guardianship or temporary supervisi on fo the 
children. Some arrangement acceptable to the  x roject Director should 
be developed. Again, if the family Members in a Relocation C enter 
have indicated they want to be exchanged to  Japan  (i,e. repatriated) 
then I can see no particular objection to transferring the m -- children 
included -- to the new internment  camp  pending repatriation. 

These special situations suggest case by case study, and  I suggest 
therefore that the Welfare P'orker at each Relocation Cen ter go over  " 
the cases of families, members of which are interned, an d in which there 
are children in the impressionable ages, and make a recomm endation which 
would be attached to the application in each case -- outl ining briefly 
the problem involved, and her recommendations for actio nl 

Please bear in mind that we cannot at this stage promise that 
any 'articular application can be granted. There ma -e mor e ap 5lica-
tions than there are accomodations! It would be helpful therefore if 
you would cassify the applications into three classes: A-- very urgent--
first priority; B-- urgent, second priority; C-- third p riority; on 
the basis of your anal sfis of the urgency in each case, an d place this 

roject Classification' in the space indicated in the block  at the 
lowever left-hand corner of the application. 

For your information there is attached a partial list of i nternees 
who have petitioned to be reunited with their families, an d whose 
families are believed to be in your Relocation Center. Pe m a-
receive ad itional lists of this t y <e, in which case w e will" forward 

them to you. 

Plea e initiate your inquiry with the names on the enclos ed 
list, and return replies with respect to them as soon as yo u have 
coup eted your analysis. I hope we can receive reports on these no 
later than January 15. 

with respect to other families, forward your replies in gr oups 
of 15 or  20  without waiting Por a complete listin, as we desire to start 
negotiating for transfers as soon as the Department of Justice is ready. 

Address replies to this inquiry to the ashington Office, attention 
Relocation Planning Office. Onl one copy oer family need be returned. 

D.^.  I  yer 
Director 

-Enclosures 



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 
Washingt on 

Nov. 12, 1942 

Mr. Wacle  v ead 
P oject director, Cplorado River 

Relocation Center 
Poston, Arizona 

Dear  iu r.  Ix ead: 

There is under consieration a proposal to reunite x the families 
of persons who have been interned with the internee.  ( hus, in cases 
where a husband or father is interned, vfr.lile the wife a nd children are 
in a relocation c enter, the proposal contemplates that all members of 
the family would be moved to some camp, not ujder the dir ect&on of 
the WRA, where they could be united and live as a family group under 
conditions which presumably would be substantially the equivalent of 
internment for the duration. s far as  1  know the details have not 
been settled now has the whole"thing gone beyond the expl oration 
stage. 

As one element affecting the decision in the matter and h aving 
an influence on the size of the camp necessary to accom plish the 
objective, we need to know how many families and how many  indiiduals 
would be inter sted in being reunited in such a camp if it sh ould oe 
established, and we need to know the number of children of school age 
who would be invloved. I would appreciate it, therefore , if you will 
secure for me as promplty as possible the answers to the  following 
questions as they elate to your crnter: 

1. What is the number of families in your relocationc ent er 
having one or more members in internment? 

2. How man'" of these families, if offered the opportunit y, would 
elect to jo5.n the interned member either at his -resent p lace of 
internment or at some other camp. 

3. a. How many adults are there in the families reported in the 
answer to question 2? 

b. How many children of grade school age? 
c. How many children of high school age? 

You mav make inquiry of the e vacuees by posting notices,  by-
working through the Community Council, by working thru the o±ock 
managers, or in any  fctfeer  way as you think best. Please ma-e  J.O 
clear, owever , that no commitments are being made, that n o assurances 
can be iven as to the outcome of the proposal. At the prese nt time 
we are simply seeking information. 

Some families may be sensitive on the subject of the internment 
of one of their members, consequently, a means of repor ting snould oe 
provided that will avoid Embarrassment in such cases. 

Some question may be raised as to whether schools would be 
provided in a camp of' the sort * have mentioned. I presume schooling 
would be provided but - 1- am not in a position to give any assurances. 
If any farailies condition an affirmative answer on the availability 



of shcools pelase indicate the number which do so. I sh ould like you 
also to make clear in presenting your inquiry to the eva cuees that'their 
ansers will not be considered binding and are desired no w as a means 
of getting a line on the magnitude of the problem. 

One flirt her point -- wcme evacuees may wish to write to the 
interned members of their families before replying. How ever, since this 
inquiry does not constitute a definite commitment, and si nce we need 
the information rather promptly, it would be best to dis courage 
correspondence and t ry to get an immediate reply. 

I should liie you toreply as promptly as practicable and to  give 
me also the benefit of any observations you -may car e to make upon the 
wisdom of the proposal J. have mentioned. 

b inc  er e ly your s, 

D D  ? -
. .  i -yer 
director 



I-.  3KC  lAiiDTJlv:  TO: Mr. Dillon Muer, Director 

From* •<• Wade  n ead,  r roject Director 

Subject: Information on families joining interned membe rs 

Date: December 29, 1942 

We regret that we have been so slow in answering your requ est for spe-
cific information concerning the pssibilities of famili es in Boston 
joining ̂ interned members. As you  khowjji we have  had a serious disturbamce 
which made it impossible for us to function properly for  many "days. 
However, we hope the information we are now submitting wil l be of some 
assistance to 3?-ou even though it is late in reaching you r office. 

«»© decided it would be best to obtain the information through 
a questionnaire. ( See copy attached), ^he questionnaire s were 
distributed to the residents through the bloclt managers . 'The -elfare 
Department met with the individuals and groups who wished t o discuss 
in deatil the meaning of the questionnaire. We were su rprised at the 
number of people who did not care to fill out the pape r due to the 
uncertainty of the proposition. The survey revealed the f ollowing: 

1. What is the number of f amilies in your relocation ce nter  '  aving 
one or more members in internment? 

(This figure has not been obtained as et. The block man agers 
will send their reports in at an early date, and we will f orward the 
same t o  your offi c e.) 

2. How many of these families, if offered the opportunity , would 
elect to join the interned member either at his present "0..ace of 
intern ent, or at some other camp? 

fleeted to join internees 152 
^lected not to join internees 1 
Doubtful 38 

3.a. How many adults are there in the families reported in answer 
to question 27? 307 

b. How many of grade school age? 191 
c. How many children of high school age? 163 

Pre-school age ch91dren 9 

In Poston 3 the people were expecting the plan to materia lise 
at once. It was reported that the Spanish Consul told them a. camp 
is now being constructed and will be ready within the "nex t month'. 
Many people were troubled in making decisions d ue to the f act that they 
had no letters from interned relatives for a considerable l ength of 
time. They stated that formerly their mail came every one  or two 
-¿ reeks but now it takes "months' toreceive replies to their letters, 

hey understand that the letters first go to New York f or tabulation. 
""They ask if something might be done so that they might have quicker 
service. 



A flood of telegrams came from husbands urging the fa li lies to plan 
to loin them. One of the telegrams stated ''conditions be tter than 
relocation centers due to the Geneva Treaty." Many moth ers are _ _ 
concerned about their children s citizenship rights and t he way m which 
their young peoole would be regarded if they had lived i n an inoernment 
cam'.. There were many questions regarding suitable wor k, financial^ 
matters, work leaves, leaves for study, freedom to look af ter outside 
business, etc. One woman was greatly concerned because ; er husoand 
has asked for repatriation but she does not wish to be rep atriated. 
She desires to know if joining him now^will make it impos sible for her 
to remain in America when he is repatriated. 

'The questions which were perhaps of greatest concern we re: 

How much baggage can be taken? . 
If the husband's herring, which is now pending, is favora ble, 

can they return to the relocation center rather than rem ain n an 
internment camp? 

Attached herewith is a list of questions submitted by one o f the 
evacuees for consideration before she would give seriou sohougnt 10 
leaving Poston. 

" .'"ade  ax ead 
Project Director 

NF/pt 
Enc. 2 



Time: Dec. 30, 1942, 7:30 P.M. 
Place; Ward 7, Hospital 
Number present: Apirox. 175 
Caucasians present: Piss Findley, Dr. Balderston, Kiss °heney. 
Interpreter; Dr. ^seri 
Chairman: Dr. Balderston. 

Miss i'indley explained to the people why the meeting v/a s called. 
Received a letter from WRA in Washington regarding reuni ting of families. 
Some of the questions were: 

1. How many families living in Poston have relatives in t he 
int ernment  c  amp  s ? 

2. How many want to join re3.atives in internment camp? 
3. How many children of high school age? 
4. How many children of elemenatry age? 

Letter stated that we were not to tell the people that th ey could 
definitely go and that a separate camp is being built for t hem. Would 
be interned for duration -- this statement needs clarif ication. 
The question was asked, "How many would be interested in j oining relatives 
All did not respond. If a person was interested in goin g but later 
changed his mind, he has the right to do whatever he wishe s. The main 
point brought out in this lettes was: "How many families are interested 
in joing relatives?"  -1 he office sent out about 500 questionnaires and 
received about 200. How many of you sent in your questions aires? 
Many we e reluctant in raising their hands. 

Open Discussion: 

1. One of the women who spoke wrote to Washington asking i f her 
husband could be released from internment camp so that he c ould join 
family in oston. Washington replied that her husband dcauld not be 
returned but if she and the family would like to join hii ji, arrangements 
will be made at a later date. 

2. How old must bhe children be in order to go with mother? 

3. Received a letter from a Mr. ^nnis of Washington statin g that 
all children under 18 would be able to accompany the mothe r. ./ant 
family reunion regardless of age. Want the same privilege s as here in 
Poston if interned with relative. 

4/ Report from a man who was released from Lordsburg. Th ere is no 
age limit. If the family is to be separat3d, father wi shes the 
children to stay with mother ('-'•'his statement was clar ified and thid is 
the reason for fathers sending telegrams to family in Pos ton. 

5. "oman who just returned from Lordsburg on a visit spo ke: There 
is an age limit. Will take all children not married. Report ed that homes 
were already built for the families, '/ill bring in rece nt bulletin 
to Kiss findley that she brought back from Lordsburg. 

6. This special camp was being built for all families from all centers. 

7. -/hat are the possible disadvantages of Niseis going t o this camp? 
No answer on this question. 

8. The following question was brought before Kr. Haas and he wrote to 
Washington, but as yet have not received an answer. "If interned, would 
the status of the IKlseis remain the same as in Poston or changed? 



Niseis were reluctant in signing questionnaire because m any questions 
were asked regarding this subject arid no one was able to  answer them. 

9. what would harreen to the family fund? Would we be und er the same 
regulations as the internees? Will the children be allo wed to go out 
to school for work when available? 

10. V/hat is the reason for not letting the fathers com e back to 
relocation c enter? 

11. Instead of going thru all the expense of erec ing s chool buildings 
hospitals, etc., why don't they send the fathers back a nd save all that 
money? 

12. Poston is such a swell place. I don't want to leave th is place so 
send my husband back here. 

13. Petitions were sent to Washington asking that relative s be released 
from internment camp so that they may join families in P osoon. Sent 
about one month ago but received no answer. 

ij  # n 

lé. What is the prupose of making a separate camp. ô they intend 
to send those people back to Japan? 

15. Some of the internees have signed up for repatri tion. after the 
w ar. o ¡bunt ar y basis. 

16. Report from a parolee, i'ebition should be sent to "/z shington 
for release of relatives because majority of them are inno cent. 
F.B.X. told him that the majority of them were innoce nt and the few 
that were not involved immigration act. Ho saboteurs or spies reported. 

17. Several women said that at the time their husbands w ere taken, they 
to]d the truth about their activities in the oast. On the  strenth of 
this they were returned. If husband should have another he aring and 
told a lie, would he be released? 

18. -ie all want to be reunited but under certain conditions . 

res pe c tfully  submi11  e d, 

Fumi Kobayashi 



Colorado River Relocation irroject 
Jan. 20, 1943 

MKL-'ORANDIM TO: Nell Pindley 
Fr om: Vv r ade He ad 

I have been officially informed that the reuniting of fami lies of 
internees will in no way affect the opportunity of the internees for 
having a rehearing of their cases and, if at this hearing h e establishes 
his innocence, the entire family can be re-accepted at Po ston. 

/s/ W. Wade Head 
Wade Head 

Project Director 
WWH: hj 



Statistical Re ort of Families 
Applying to Enter Special Internment Gamp 

February 10, 1943 

Number of families 126 

Project classification 
Glass A 66 

B 28 
C 32 

Number of wives . 120 (includes 19 American citizens) 

Age groups: 
20-29 12 
30-39 29 
40-49 58 
50-59 14 
60- .... 3 

Other relatives (not children) 
Parents 4 
Fiance . 1 
Sister 1 

Number of children named In petitions 288 

Age groups: 
1-5 46 
6-15 118 
16 - .124 

288 

Occupation of internee: 

Farming .......... 
Storekeeping 
Cooking 
Gardening 
Nursery business . 
Fi  shing 
Hotel, cafe 
Foremen, fruit ... 
Brokers 
Teachers, Japanese 
Mechanics 

Schoo1 groups: 
Pre-school ....... 24 
Elementary 125 
Secondary 93 
College 7_ 

249 

60 Buddhist priests 2 
12  Laundry, cleaning 2 

6 ^rucking 2 
6 Business -^dminist.. 2 
4 Barber 2 
4 Carpenter 2 
4 Journalist 1 
3 Athletic Instructor 1 
3 House painter 1 
3 Not given 3 
3 126 

Problems evident from reports of interviews (some more tha n one, some none) 

Rehearing -- possibility of reunion in Relocation Center 2 2 
Repatriation asked for ie 
Citizenship, fear of effect on 25 
Effect on property rights  "  , 
Difficulty d>f diking business 6 
rear of deportation ! 9 
Questions of leaves for work or school 9 
Educational facilities in camp ...!!!!!.!!! 16 
j-ork and pay In c amp 2 
Baggage allowed  3 
Evident extreme dependence of wife  . .  3 
Health questions making reunion d esirable  5 
suestion of age limit ofi children 3 

Conflict In family  9 



STUDY OP FAMILIES INTSRVI^PSD BUT HOT APPLYING 
TO 3NT3R FAIPILY INTERNMENT GAMP 

Number of families 88 

Number of wivew . 78 

Age groups: 
20-29 
30-39 
40-49 . .28 
50-59 . .20 
60-
Age unknown . .14 

78 

Number of children named in petitions (unsigned) 267 

Age groups 
1-5 
6-15 
1 6 -  .  

Sons 

School gr oups: 
.. 17 Pre-school 8 
. 94 Elementary 67 
.  156 Secondary 76 
267 College (known) . . .7 

known to be in U.S. >.rmy .7 158 

0ccupation of internee: 

^ arming 19 
Storekeeper 7 
Hotel, caJ?e 4 
Gardener 4 
Teacher, Japanese . 3 
Religi  ous  worker, 

Christian .... 3 
Foremen 2 

Construction, carpentry .... 2 
Fish hatchery 1 
Fishing 1 
Legal interpreter 1 
Engineer 1 
Produce shipper 1 
Bookkeeper 1 
Not listed 38 

88 

Problems evident from reports of interviews (some famil ies had sever 

^©hearings -- hope of relea.se 33 
Citizenship 28 
Pear of deportation 9 
•iuestion of property rights 5 
Difficulty of carrying on business 6 
Desire for leaves for school or work 29 
iuestion about educational facilities 11 
iuestion as to work ana pay in camo 9 

Conflict in family 13 



Kotes on Interviews .with Familie« of Internees -- Units I I and III 

In Unit -hree especially people were expecting the plan to 
materialize soon. The Spanish Consul is reported to ha ve told them 
that the camp is now being constructed and will be ready "n ext month' 1. 

Many are troubled in making their decisions by the slowne ss of 
mail from internment camps. Formerly it came in a week o r two but now 
takes "months" aw it seems to go first to &ew York for tabul ation. 
"Can something be done to help us get faster service?" 

telegrams have been coming from husbands urging the fam ilies to 
plan to join them. One stated, ''Conditions better than r elocation 
centers due to Geneva treaty." 

One mother was greatly troubled over the effect on her 15 yea r 
old boy of his father's internment. She feels that he wil l be crushed 
if they do not join the father and yet she hesitates to t a ke him into 
a Qprison camp". ^he stated that many parents were incesn sed because 
one of the High School teachers in Three had taunted the ch ildren  s  ayiqg 
they were no good and no wonder since they were childre n of criminals. 
A P.T.A. leader urged her and others standing by to bring suc h things 
to them and not spread such reports. However they had discus sed 
reporting it to the Spanish Consul -- it was not clear that they had 
done so when he was here. 

hany are concerned about their children's citizenship rights and 
the way in which their young peo le would be regarded if th ey had 
lived in an internment car:p. 

The question of suitable work financial matters .... work 
leaves .... leaves for study freedom to look after outside 
business were among the problems. 



Feb. 26, 1943 

INFORMATION COPY 

Mi. Wade &ead 
Project Director 
Colorado River Selocation Center 
Poston, Arizona 

Dear Mr. Head: 

This will refer to your letter of January 22, concerning a 
number of questions about the family internment camn. 

1. "If children are taken to this special internment camp , will thier 
residence there endanger their American citizenship in  any way?" 

"Citi  zens  of the United States will, of course, remain citizen s, 
and as far as we have any information they will not suffer any abridgement 
of their legal rights other than to such an extent as ma?/  temporarily 
result from remaining in the camp for the duration." (pag e 2 -- Director's 
Memorandum to All Project Directors — January 11). 

2. "-/ill children be permitted to leave the camp for scho ol or work?" 

"The furlough or leave policy applicable to Relocation Cen ters will 
not apply in the family internment camp, and no one should -o there 
with the expectation of shortly leaving for school, to ge t married, or 
for any other prupose "ny person contemplating acceptin g 
employment, or going to school, or becoming relocated outside of a Center 
should not under any circumstances ask to be admitted to the internment 
camp." (Page 1 -- Memorandum of January 11, ibid.) 

3. "May the families carry on their business from the c amp?" 

Mail will be censored, money in the hands of any person at any 
one time will be limited, possibly to $10.00. ^xcess" funds will be 
deposited with the camp fiscal officer and deposited in a sp ecial 
Treasury account to the credit of the internee. Withdraw als can be made 
subject to the limitations of the Foreign Fund Contr ol Unit of the 
Treasury if the person invloved is an alien. Since citizen s going into 
the camp agree to accept the same discipline as internees , it appears 
likely that the same limitations would probably apply to all persons. 
Subject to this type of restriction and limitation it is p resumed 
that persons would oe permitted to direct and receive 5 .ncome from any 
business or property, the tise of which was considered to be such as 
not to give aid or comfort to the enemy. 

4. "May extra money (§25 or more) be sent to the camp?" 

Yes, subject to the restrictions referred to above conce rning 
deposit in a special account and the limitation of funds in the 
possession of an individual at any one time. 

5.  l! If families enter this camp, will they be sent back to J apan after 
the war?" 

" e lave no reason to believe that persons going to such a camp 
will be arvitrarily or forcibly repatriated or expatriate d." (P*ge 2 
-- Memorandum of January 11.) 



6. "Many of the men now interned are waiting for their rehearing, 
if  they  obtain their rehearing and are paroled, may the famil ies 
move to relocation c enters?" 

"It is our understanding that the Department of Justic e is willing 
to reconsider internment cases where any evidence can be introduced. 
In cases such as these families would do well to await th e outcome of 
such reconsideration before seeking to be transferred to an internment 
camp.'' (Page 4 -- Memorandum of January 11). 

In addition Y\re are attempting to check with the Depart ment of 
Justice to the end that internees moved to the family inte rnment camp 
will be cases which are definitely to be interned for the du ration. 
In other words, we expect to check on the status of a rehe aring so as to 
avoid the type of situation referred to in your letter. 

7. 'Will there be paid employment in the camp?" 

There is a possibility that certain types of employment f or wages 
may be available in the camp. If so, the wages to be paid, we are 
advised, would be determined on the basis of internation al agreement 
it the rate of three Swiss gold francs per day. Wages w ould not, however, 
be paid for work in connection with the direct operation or maintenance 
of the camp such as, for example, working in a mess hall, w aiting on 
tables, working on trucking, or other work directly relate d to the 
operation of the camp, 

8. "Is there any age limit for children?" 

A positive answsr on this point is not yet available. It is 
suggested that, in the case of amilies with older childr en, your 
Welfare Counseler look into the situation v ery careful ly to see whether 
the older children really wish to go to the family internme nt camp, and 
whether in her judgment they would be content to stay the re for t he 
duration, or whether they might get restless and become a source of 
administrative difficulty. Your very serious considerat ion is requested 
as to the probable effect upon such youngsters of living  for one or 
two years in an atmosphere of a camp, the major part of the peopulation 
of which consists of enemy aliens interned because they a re considered, 
o-iter an individual hearing to be dangerous to the peace a nd security 
of the United States. 

9.  ;i Can children, who do not enter the camp, visit relatives who 
are interned?" 

"es, subject to the general visiting conditions as alrea dy described 
m my memorandum of  J anuary 11. -'here the visitors are residents of 
relocation centers, such visits of course would be conti ngent upon 
approval of leave for such purposes by the Project Dire ctor of 'he 
relocation center. 

10. „here is the special internment camp?" 

At Crystal City, Texas. 

11.  "  -ill families be allowed totake all their belon/rMgs?" 

It is a safe assumption that families will be allowed to ta i:e any 
of their.belongings which they are daily using in their pres ent 
relocation center accomodations. Large quantities of ro ^erty stored, 
whether in relocation centers or in private storage else where, is a 
matter not yet determined, and no promises should be mad e as yet in 
connection with this type of property. 



Since writing my memorandum of January 11, the Immigrati on and 
3 f r V . i C e n h a S f 0 U ? ?  111  necessary to modify to some extent 

some o.l ohe physical plans earlier contemplated. 0 r l g £ n a l l a s s t a t e d 
in my memorandum of January 11, it was planned that ail f amilies could 
do tneir own cooking and a standard duplex two-family h ouse was 
described. t now appears that there will be central dinin p halls for 
small ̂  families and dormitories for oldgr boys and  sir Is.  There may" also 
oe triplex as well as duplex houses. arger families, it i s still 
contemplated, can do their own cooking. 

-e are also advised that the hospital at the Crystal Cit y camp 
cannot be completed before another month. Although I h ave no doubt that 
arrangements will be made to take care of emergency cases w e should 
not, in lairness, oermit any cases in a critical conditi on to be trans-
xerred for the present. 

As soon as the necessary negotiations and determinations can be 
maae so  tn at we know which internees Justice will move to the familv 
internment camp, we will advise Project Directors as to which familv 
members^may be permitted to transfer. We will also advise y ou later 
concerning the question of transportation and pro-oefc ty management with 
respect to the families transferred. 

Sincerely yours, 

D.^. Myer /s/ 
Director 

GC to all Projects 



To Families Which Have Applied to S n ter the Family Internment 
Camp 

The camp is located at Crystal City, Texas. W© have not  yet 
received word as to which families will be given permis sion to move 
to the camp, or when the first will go from Poston. As soon a s such 
information comes, we will notify the family concerned , 

v«e have just received some information in regard to the c amp from 
the WRA in response to questions which you have been askin g. 

1. Citizenship: "Citizens of the United States will, of co urse, remain 
citizens, and so far as we have any information they w ill not suffer 
any abridgement of their legal rights other than to such an ex tent 
as may temporarily result from remaining in the camp fo r the duration." 

2. Leaves for School or ^ork: "The furlough leave policy ap plicable 
to Relocation Centers will not apply in the family intern ment camp, 
and no one should go there with the expectation of shortly leaving for 
school, to get mar:i'ied, or for any other purpose. "ny person con-
templating accepting employment, or going to school or  becoming re-
located outside of a Center should not under any circum stances ask to 
be admitted to the internment camp." 

3. Business: "Mail will be censored, money in the hands of any 
person at any one time will be limited, possibly to $10.00. " Excess 
funds will be deposited with the camp fiscal officer and wi thdrawals 
made according to rules, prdbably the same as those govern ing 
aliens in the camp. 

4. Deportation: "We have no reason to believe that pers ons going to 
such a camp will be arbitrarily or forcibly repatriated or  expatriated." 

5. Rehearing: "In such cases as these, families would do w ell to 
await the outcome before seeking to be transferred to an internment 
camp. Also WRA will check with the Dept. of Justice bef ore moving 
a family to see fif the internee is to be released or not. 

^mployraent: "There is a possibility that certain type s of employemnt 
for wages may be available in the camp. If so, the wages wou ld be 
determined on the basis of international agreement at t he rate of 
three Swiss gold francs per day, % g © 8 , would not, howe ver, be paid 
for work in connection with the direct operation and ma intenance'of 
the camp. 

7 - Age limit for Children: "A positive answer on this poin t is not 
yet available. 77^ Very serious consideration is requested as to the 
probable effect upon older children of living in such a ca mp. 

8 *  V i s l t s  the camp by children not entering: "Yes, subject to 
general visiting  c  ondi ticnsT" 

9.Baggage: "It is a safe assumption that families will b e allowed to 
take any of their belongings which they are daily using in t heir present 
relocation center accomodations. Large quantities of prop erty stored 
is a matter yet to be determined." 

10. Living Conditions: The Immigration and Naturalizatio n Service 
has found it necessary to modify some of th© first plans.  It was 
planned that all families could do their own cooking. now  appears 
that there will be central dining halls for small familie s and dormi-
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tories for older boys and girls. There may also be triplex as well 
as duplex houses. Larger families, it is still planned, wil l do their 
own cooking. 

11. Hospital and Schools: The hospital cannot be complete d at once. 
Arrangements will be made to take care of emergency case s but people 
In a critical condition will not be transferred at fi rst. 

No mention Is made of schools but it is feared that they will 
not be ready when the camp is first opened. 

Further consultation;  A ny family who wishes to consult further in 
regard to this matter should see: 

Miss Cheney in Unit I — Family Welfare Office 
Miss Hayashi in Unit II — Family Welfare Office 
Miss Starkey in Unit III 

March 30, 1943 



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 
Washington 

March 26, 1943 

Mr. Wade iiead 
Colorado River Relocation Center 
Poston, Arizona 

Dear Mr. ^ead: 

We have at hand a copy of a letter from Miss Nell Findley, Chief 
of Community Services, to r. Edward J. % n i s , Director of the ~lien 
Enemy Control  T Jnit, Department of Justice, raising certain questions 
concerning the family internment camp. Miss Findley ! s letter has been 
referred to us for reply. *here is also included a letter f rom Miss 
Iris kanaka on the same subject. 

We have previously replied to most of these questions, n ot 
only in our letter to all project directors of January 11th, but also 
in a letter to you under date of February  26,  Such additional infor-
mation as we abe able to give is submitted below. 

In reply to Miss ^indley** first question, namely t he effect 
on American citizenship of children's admission to the i nternment 
camp if the children are over age, v/e have been advised by the Depart-
ment of Justice that its appropriation is limited to int ernees, and 
their wives, and dependent minor children so that childre n over 
twenty cannot be admitted. To the best of our knowledge a nd belief 
the residence of children in internment camps will not  affect their 
citizenship except insofar as restriction on movement and censorship 
might interfere with the exercise of such rights. 

«ith respect to Miss ^indley's second question, person s seeking 
to go to school or to be employed outside should not ente r the 
internment camp because persons seeking admission will,  according to 
our understanding, be required to sign a statement they will stay for 
the duration. 

with respect to Miss ^indley's third question, we have n o reason 
to believe that property rights will be affected in any w ay other 
than insofar aw censorship restrictions, which as we pre viouslys tated 
will be strict, may operate to slow down or interfere with communi-
cations concerning property. 

With respect to Miss  F indley*s fourth question, on the basis of 
present legilation children eatering the internment ca mp would not 
be liable for repatriation after the war. 

with respect to question five, our previous communication s have 
explained what we know about work opportunities and comp ensation 
therefor. 

With respect to Miss Findley f s question six, the Induction of men 
into the itrmy is completely in the hands of the Army and Selective 
Servide, and we are not in a position to forecast what ac tion will be 
taken. 



With respect to question seven, the camp has already been opened 
and some families are already there particularly, accordi ng to our 
understanding , a number of German internees and their f amilies. It 
is planned that additional transfers will be effected as co nstruction 
of the camp progresses» 

Some doubt seems to exist in the minds of the evacuees concerni ng 
the granting of permission for internees to join their families at 
relocation centers. On this point evacuees should underst and that as 
far as persons from the continental United States are conc erned, the 
Attorney general has complete jurisdiction over the pro ceedings leading 
to internment, parole, or release. in the opinion of the Atto rney 
General a person is sxxfficiently dangerous to be interned for the 
duration, he cannot br released to a relocationc enter. If in the 
opinion of the  A ttorney General a person is not sufficiently dangerous 
to be interned, he may be either paroled or released, if t hey desire, 
a nd if Washington Office of the ^ar Relocation Authority so authorizes 
in each individual case, may join their families in relocatio n centers. 

we now have a large number of applications from persons desi ring 
to have admission to the family internment camp.  w e are arranging 
with the epartment of Justice for the cases of the inter nees to be 
reviewed so that we may know, before proceeding with transf er, whether 
an internee is apt to be paroled in the near future. Obvio usly, if an 
intrnee is apt to be paroled it is better for him to be tr ansferred 
to a relocation center than for the family to be transferr ed to Crystal 
Gity. 

We are proceeding with these cases and will advise proj ects as 
rapidly as practicable concerning the action in indiv idual cases. 

I hope this information will be of assistance to your adv isors 
in counseling with familieswho have been divided as a res ult of 
internment of a member of their family. 

Sincerely yours, 

D.S. Myer /»/ 
Cirector 

Snc. 



DEPARTI" JNT OP JUSTIC 5 
Alien Enemy Control Unit 

Washington 

TO INTERNEES AND MEMBERS OP THEIR FAMILIES 

In cases where it is believed that an internee's backgro und 
Indicating his loyalty to this country was not fully pres ented at his 
hearing or new and substantial evidence is now available f or consideration 
by the Alien E n e my ""earing Board, it is possible under a recent regula-
tion for either the internee, a member of his family, or  an interested 
person to make application for a rehearing directly to the  u nited 
States Attorney in charge of his case. The application need not  .  ollow 
any set form, but should present clearly and in sufficient  detail the 
bases for a rehearing. 

in addition, there should be submitted to the United Sta tes 
Attorney in charge of the case substantial facturai info rmation in the 
form of letters or affidavits from persons well acquaint ed with the 
internee relating to his character, past activities, and l oyalty to 
this country. These testimonials should establish the r eliability of 
persons writing on behalf of the internee as well as des cribe their 
opportunities to observe his conduct. Where there is do ubt of the place 
for filing the application, this office will furnish to a proper party 
the name and address of the °'nited States Attorney in ch arge of the 
case. 

Upon examination of this material the United States Attorn ey in 
his discretion may grant a rehearing before~"the Alien En emy Hearing 
Board. In general the case of an internee cannot be reope ned unless 
the application and supporting papers clearly disclose ait her new evidence 
or point out important aspects of the case which were not c onsidered 
at the first hearing. The applicant may notify this offic e of the 
filing of his application with the United States Attorn ey. The  u nited 
States Attorney will advise the applicant and this office of his 
decision in each instance. 

Edward <J. uinnis 
Director 



Report on Families Interviewed for Entrance in Family 
Internment Gamp 

Postoh, Arizona 
March 20, 1943 

I. Total number of families interviewed  .. ..  256 
Number of families applying to enter Family Internment  G amp ...166 
Number of amilies not applying to enter Family Internme nt Gamp. 90 

II. Number of families applying to enter 166 

Project classifications 
Glass A 71 

B 39 
C 56 

Number of wives 156 (includes 24 American citizens) 

Age groups  : 
20-29 14 
30-39 38 
40-49 76 
50-59 24 
60-  ;  3 
Not known 1 

Other Relatives (not children) 
Parents 4 
Sister 1 
-'iances 2 
Brother- in- law 1 

Number of children named in the petitions 436 

Age groups  : 
1-5 55 
6-15 201 
16-  180 

School groups: 
Pre-school 30 
Elementary 151 
Secondary 128 

309 
Known to have been in college 11 

Occupation of internee: 

f'arming 74 
Store-keeping  13 
Gardening, nursery 14 
Cooking 6 
Fishing  . . .  6 
Hotel, cafe 4 
Brokers 4 
teachers, Jap 4 
Mechanics 4 
Carpenters 4 
Business Admin. ... 3 

Foremen, furit ranches 3 
guddhist priests 2 
Tenrikyo priests 2 
Laundry, cleaning 2 
Trucking 2 
Barbers 2 
Journalist 1 
Athletic instructor 1 
House painter 1 
Bookkeeper 1 
Not given .15 

166 



Problems evident from reports of interviews (some fami lies more than 
one,  s ome  none): 

Rehearing -- possibility of reunion in Relocation Center . 
Repatriation asked for 
Citizenship, fear of effect on 
fear of deportation 
Fear of effect on property rights 
Difficulty of doing business 
Question of leaves for work or school 
Educational facilities in camp 
Work and pay in camp 
Baggage allowed 
Evident extreme dependence of wife 
Health  questions making reunion desirable 
Age limit on children 
Conflict in family 
Possiblity of entering army from internment camp 

(Not countéd as this problem arose after most of the 
interviews were finished). 

35 
17 
47 
12 

4 

19 
6 
3 
3 

13 
Many 
25 
Many 

LLL. Number of families not applying to enter 
(Project classification D) 

90 

Number of wives 77 (includes 7 American citizens) 

Age groups : Other relatives (not children) 
Father 1 
Sister 1 
Sister-in-law 2 
^iance 1 

20-29 3 
30-39 12 
40-49 33 
50-59 23 
60- 4 
Age unknown ... 2 

Number of children named in these unsigned petitions 247 

Age groups: 
1-5 16 
6-15 76 
16- 155 

^chool groups: 
Pre-school 5 
Elementary 56 
Secondary 69 

130 
Known to have been in college 7 

Occupation of Internee: 

H1 

i arming 25 
Store-keeping 7 
Hotel, cafe 10 
Gardeners 4 
Religious workers, Christian3 
Fishing 3 
Foremen 2 

Teacher, Japanese 2 
Construction 1 
Fish hatchery 1 
Legal interpreter 1 
Engineer 1 
Not listed 30 
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Problems evident from reports of interviews ( some fa milies had several) 

XI 
ehearings -- hope of release 37 

Effect on citizenship 28 
Desire for leaves for work or school 22 
Questions about educational facilities 10 
Pear of deportation 9 
Difficulty of carrying on business 6 
Question as to work and pay in camp 5 
Question of property rights 2 
Health 4 
Conflict in family 14 
Feeling that children should be ready to serve in the arm y or 

pride in relatives now in service ( a number. Not count ed 
as this problem arose in a new form after most interviews 
were f  ini she  d.) 

IV. Special observations on 71 failles,"project classifi cation A. • 

Children in these families 131 (22 families had 
no children involved) 

Age groups: 
1-5 28 
6-15 71 
16- 32 

V. Special observations on 17 families classified for repa triation. 

Children in these families 45 

•̂ ge groups: 
1-5 8 
6-15 21 
16-  16 

VI. Special observations on 30 families. (Families re fusing to sign 
at first but changing to applicants between Feb. 5 and M arch 20.) 

Most important reasons: 

1. Lack of information as to such questions as: 
Age limit 
u amp  rules 
Possibility of leaves for work or school. 

2. Eagerness of internee for family to join hfcm. 



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 
Washington 

March 26, 1943 

Mr. ••ade ̂ -ead 
Colorado River Relocation Center 
Poston, Arizona 

Dear Mr. ~ead: 

We have at hand a copy of a letter from Miss Nell Findley ,_Chief 
of Community Services, to "r. Edward J. ^nnis, Director of the "lien 
-¿nemy Control Unit, Department of Justice, raising cer tain questions 
concerning the family internment camp. Miss Findley's letter has been 
referred to us for rep^y. '̂ here is also included a letter from Miss 
Iris  xij . I'anaka on the same subject. 

•e have reviously replied to most of these questions, not 
onl.r in our letter to all project directors of January 11t h, but also 
in a letter to you under date of February 26. Such additiona l infor-
mation as we abe able to give Is submitted below. 

In reply to 1  : ss ̂ indley ! s first question, namely the effect 
on American citizenship of children's admission to the int ernment 
camp if the children are over age, we have been advised b the Depart-
ment of Justice that its appropriation is limited to int ernees, and 
their wives, and dependent minor children so that child ren over 
twenty cannot be admitted. To the best of our knowledge a nd belief 
the residence of children in Internment camps will not affe ct their 
citizenship except insofar as restriction on movement an d censorship 
might interfere with the exercise of such rights. 

With respect to Miss ^indley's second question, perso ns seeking 
to go to school or to be employed outside should not enter the 
internment camp because persons seeking admission will, a ccording to 
our understanding, be required to sign a statement they w ill stay for 
the duration. 

With respect to Miss -indley's third question, we have n o reason 
to believe that property rights will be affected in any way other 
than insofar aw censorship restrictions, which as we pr eviouslys tated 
will be strict, may operate to slow down or interfere w ith communi-
cations concerning "oroperty. 

With respect to Miss ^indley's fourth question, on the b asis of 
present legilation children entering the Internment ca mp would not 
be liable for repatriation after the war. 

•'ith respect to question five, our previous communicati ons have 
explained what we know about work opportunities nd compens ation 
therefor. 

-/ith respect to Miss Fimliey's question six, the induc tion of men 
into the ftrmy is completely in the hands of the Army and Select ive 
Servide, and we are not in a position to forecast what acti on will be 
t  aken. 



With respect to question seven, the camp has already be en opened 
and some families are alread there particularly, accordin g to our 
understanding , a number of German internees and their f amilies. It 
is planned that additional transfers will be effected as c onstruction 
of the camp progresses. 

Some doubt seems to exist in the minds of the evacuees conc erning 
the granting of permission for internees to join their fam ilies at 
relocation centers. On this point evacuees should und erstand that as 
far as persons from the continental United States are co ncerned, the 
Attorney general has complete jurisdiction over the pr oceedings leading 
t}o internment, parole, or release. If in the opinion of t he Attorney 
ueneral a person is sufficiently dangerous to be interned for the 
duration, he cannot br released to a relocationc enter, if in the 
opinion of the  A ttorney General a person is not sufficiently dangerou s 
to be interned, he  nay'  be either paro&ed or released, if they desire, 
and if Washington Office of the ^ar Relocation Authority so  authorizes 
in each individual case, may join their families in relo cation centers. 

" Je now have a large number of applications from persons desi ring 
to have admission to the family internment camp.  J e are arranging 
with the ^epartment of Justice for the cases of the inte rnees to be 
revi swed so that we may know, before proceeding with tr ansfer, whether 
an internee is apt to be paroled in the near future. Obvi ously, if an 
intrnee is apt to be paroled it is better for him to be t ransferred 
to a relocation center than for the family to be transfe rred to Crystal 
City. 

We are proceeding with these cases and will advise Projec ts as 
rabidly as practicable concerning the action in indivi dual cases. 

I hope this information will be of assistance to your ad visors 
in counseling with familieswho have been divided as a resul t of 
internment of a member of their family. 

Sincerely yours, 

D.S. Myer /s/ 
Cirector 

-fine. 



Colorado River War Relocation Project 
Piston, Ariona 
April 7, 1943 

MEMORANDUM TOt Mr. D.S. Myer, Direvtor 
ATTENTION: RELOCATION PLANNING OFFICE 

frorar »VH.de Head, Project Direvtor 

We are in receipt of fourteen letters from your office in r egard to as »any 
families from among the 170  kxxke for whom we sent in applications for admission 

into the Crystal City family intermment camp. 

Before answering them in detail, it may be well to exjhain h ow we conducted our 
interviews, with these families and some ninety more whi ch did not sign the petition 
to go to the camp. 

In November, when word first came w4 had all interested fa milies fill out n * 
preliminary questionnaries, working through the "blo ck managers. Early in 
January •when lists of families to interview first and th e application blanks came 
from your office, we called in each woman or head of th e family for an interview. 
The women were interviewed by two of the appointed person nel who had spent many 
years in Japan and who use the Japanese languate adeqyat î r. The women appreciated! 
this opportunity of talking over their problems in their ow n language. M st of 
thes e intervired took from 20 to 30 minutes and all were  encouraged to postopkne 
decison and come again after further family consultatio n if they were uncertain. 
About 3($ did so, sane coming three or even more times.  All children 16 and over 
were given the opportunity to have an interview with caref ully chosen school 
teachers so that they might understand the serious question s involved and theri 
attitudes and opinions might be transmitted to you. 

At that time we did not have adequste information abou t the camp. (Yonr letter 
of January 11 never reached us and the one of February 26 did not arrive until 
March 25). H wever we stressed the fact that it was to be an internment camp, no 
doubt with regulations similar to those of the camps in "whi ch 6heir fathers were 
living, with censordhip and strict military guard. We tol d the mothers of olécr 
children and the children themselves that leaves from the c amp for study or work 
would in all probability be impossible, helped them to fac e the implications of an 
interment camp experience on their future as American ci tizens. When your letter 
of Feb. 26 in ansewer to the questions we had transmitte d to you came, were glad 
to find that the tone of our representation had been true. So that they could have 
all the details then available we sent the enclosed st atement, which you  will  see 
has a careful translation into Japanese, to each famil y which had applied, informing 
them that we would gladly consult with them further. 

We fill, in view of the care with which the whole matter has been conducted in 
this project, that in most cases re-interviewing is not n ecessary and would be a 
form of pressure, In fact when the welfare worker in one of tye smaller units called 
ppe families to give t^em jrhe detailed statement arid in d oing so emphasized gain 
some of the handicaps for older children the reaction ví as that she was trying t o p 
prevent the families from going even if they wished to. In the other two units, 
the statements were simply sent to the ksMse homes. Every one connected with the 
matter has been most earnest in seeing that the families f aced all the implications 
both as to life in the camp and as to the effect on the future  life of the older 
children, yet leaving the final decision to ghem. 

In our classification weráted as (A) those: 
v/here repatriation was desired. 
women with no children. 
women vd,th small children only 
a few other urgent cases.  J 



Families in which older children were clear in their des ire to enter the camp were 
rated B . Where there was family conflict or hesitation on  the part of older 
children —orrof the wife — we rated C. In this group are many  families which we 
are loath to see enter such a camp, but to whom we had given all thexklx help in 
tKiixwJSJiiaUx our power in making this serious deciwi on. Parental supervision 
over young people, especially girls is stronger and las ts longer in families of 
Japanese extraction than in most groups in our country. Th is is especially true of 
girls whose marriage plans are to a large degree guilded by their parents. This 
accounts in part for the strong desire to keep even older  children in the family 
group. If there is an age limit, some of the children wi ll be excluded and some 
families may withdraw their applications• Also many families are  now asking as to 
the dormitory plans. If children are to be there lust for s leeping, it will not 
make much difference but if they are to live quite separa te from the rest cf the 
family it will affect some decions. We need to have defin ite information as to 
age limit and ad to plans for housing young people in dorm itories as soon as 
possible. 

Of the 14 cases about which you write, three were approv ed, all of them in our 
Class A list. We are hoping to hear from the others (almo st 70) classified A for 
most of  Jdskix them seem to us urgent cases. They are eager to know if an d when they 
may go to Crystal City. 

Please see the enclosure for a report on the cases concerni ng which you wrote . 

Sincerely, 

W i de Head 
Project Director. 

AC t  mt. 
Enclosure 


