
COLORADO RIVER RELOCATION 'CENTER 
Posh on,  Arizona 

October 18, 1944 

RECMKNDATION OF HEARING BOARD ON LEAVE CLEARANCE 

OT'TORMDTJM TO: Duncan Mills 
Project Director 

SUBJECT: Kiyoko fftfagawa 

31S-4-C 

Attached is the following document relating to this case : 

EXHIBIT A: Transcript of Hearing 

It is the unanimous recommendation of the Hearing Board th at leave 

clearance be granted to Mrs. Nakagawa. S^e is an America n citizen who 

has lived continuously in this country except for five mo nths in 1939 

when she went back on a visit to Japan to see her husband' s parents. 

She has never registered her children for dual citizen ship and plans 

is 

to raise them to be American citizens, which/the joint p lan of she and 

her husband. They have no financial or property ties  to Japan, but on 

the contrary own their own ranch in Reedley, California wh £fe they plan 

to return after the war. 

Mrs. Nakagawa spoke excellent English and appeared very st raightfor-

ward and frank throughout the interview. It should be not ed thfc the docket 

was sent to the Project for a hearing because she had sent h er children to 

Japan, because she had relatives in Japan, and because her husband is an 

alien. Two of her children were sent to Japan where they re mained for 

three years at the request of their grandparents and went t o graminar 

school. o ne boy went to Japan with her sister on a visit, remaining for 

only four months. When Mrs. Nakagawa made her visit in 19 39, she took 



Duncan Mjlls - 2 - October 18£ 1944 

her smallest child and brought her back at the same time. Th ere was no 

intention cf having the children educated for life in Japan. 

Shd explained that the only relatives that she has in Japan ar e not 

members of the immediate family but are cousins. She has n o close ties 

with them. Her husband, although an alien, came to this c ountry at the 

age of fourteen, had never returned to Japan except for a v isit of five 

months in 1939 to see his parents.  H e has leave clearance. 

in view of the above facts, it is felt that M r s.  W a k a g a w a ,  w o u l d i n 

no way endanger national security, and a favorable reco r da t ion is n*de. 

Corlies R. Carter 
Board Member 

Howard Hoiienbeck 
Board Member 



COLORADO RIVER RELOCATION 'CENTER 
Posh on, A r izona 

EXHIBIT A 

TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD ON LEATT5 CLEARANCE HE'RING 

Place; Unit III vrglfare Office 
Da£e:  October 18, 1944 
Time.. '2 sOO p.m. 

Intefviewers• Corlies R. Carter 
Howard Hollenbeck 

N M E :  Eiyoko Nakagawa 

ADDRESS: 318-4-C 

FAMILY MEMBERS: AGE 

Husband, Ben Tsutomu Nakagawa 42 
Daughter, Sumiko Nakagawa 17 
Daughter, Michiye Nakagawa 16 
Son, Susumu Nakagawa 14 
Daughter, Midori Nakagawa 7 
Father, Kumasuke Yuki 73 
Mother, Miyono Yuki 61 
Sister, Shizuko Kawajiri 37 
Sister, Miyeko Ogino 33 
Sister, Masako imaraoto 31 
Brother, Tadashi Yuki 29 
Sister, Sumiye Sasabuchi 27 
Sister, Misao Hiyama 25 
Brother, Masami Yuki 23 
Sister, Tomoye Yuki 19 
Brother, Kazuso Yuki 17 

Q. .Vhere were you born? 

A. I w-s born in Salinas, Monterey,County. 

Q. vhen was that? 

A. 1909, I think. 

Q. Did you ever make a trip to  Jsp  an? 

A« Yes. 

. When was that? 

FAMILY NO: 41935 

3 EX CITIZEN ADDRESS 

M Japan Post  on,  Arizona 
F U. S. poston, Arizona 
F Ü. s . Poston, Arizona 

M U. S. poston, Arizona 
F U. S. poston, Arizona 
M Japan Seabrook Farms, N* 
F Japan Rohwer, Arkansas 
F TJ. S. Rohwer, Arkansas 
F U. S. Was hington,  D. C* 
F TJ. S. Via s  hing ton, D. C. 
M u. s. Seabrook Farms, N. 
F u. s. Washington, D. C. 
F TJ. S. Rivers, Arizona 
M u. s. Chicago, Illinois 
F TJ. S. Rohwe r, ;\rkan sas 
M U. S. R ohwe r, Arkans  a s 

A. 1939. 
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Q. How long did you stay there? 

A* I went in August and came back in Janaury. 

Q. Just for a visit? 

A. Just to visit my husband's mother there. 

Q. When were you married? 

A. Married in 1925, seventeen or eighteen years married. 

Q. Is your husband a citizen? 

A. No, he's an alitn. 

Q* Do you know if he has leave clearance? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. You were notified that you were on the stop list. Did he r eceive a similar 
notice? 

A. No. 

Q. Is he a parolee? Was he in internment camp? 

A. No. 

Q. You have several children, and you sent them back to Jap an at one time, did 
you not? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What was the purpose of sending them back to Japan? 

A. Fy Sis ter went ba k and took them to see their grandparents 

Q. How old were they then? 

A. I guess they were seven and eight. Two of them went back. 

Q. How long did they stay*? 

A. They stayed about three years, something like that. 

Q. That was Sumiko? 

A. Yes, Sumiko and Michiye. 

Later the other two wait? 
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â* 0 ne I took when I went back ana another time the boy went ba ck with my sister 
just for a visit. 

0. The two other children that went back in 1934 must have gon e to school while 
they were there. 

A. They went to grammar school for about two years. 

•  : h a t a r e a n d  husband planning to do with your future? Do you plan 
to raise your children to be American citizens? 

A. When the girls  £ r ow U p I think t h e y n  g e t  »arried here in the United States. 

c •  What I was more interested in was whether or not you thou ght they should 

stay here and be American citizens: or whether they should go back to Japan. 

A. I think they should stay here. 

Q. What about yourself? 

A. I don$t intend to go to Japan. 

Q. ..hat about your husband? 

A. I don't think so. He doesn't want to go back for a while. 

. Then your plans are to actually stay here in the United Sta tes? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you have any relatives in J$pan? 
X" 

A. All my parents and brothers and sisters are here. 

• 're they here in poston? 

A > A 1 1  ° f t h ™ a r C f ' in other centers or ha.e reioca^ed. 

Q- Any in the &rmy? 

A. Mot yet. 

Q. What relatives do you have in Japan? 

A. I guess I have cousins. 

Q. No member of your immediate family are in Japan at all? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you belong to any organizations of any kind at all, o r have you in the past 

A. No, just like women's clubs. I was in the Japanese Fu,ii n Kai. 

Q.* Any others? 
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No. 

Q. How about when you were in school?' Did you belong to the Ca mpfire Girls or 
any club of that sort? 

A ' !' 0' J ° n l y J ^ t t 0 t h e e i g h t h g r a d e a n d t ho r ; e cl l ibs  ™ r e usually organized 
in high school.  J 

Did you ever donate any money to any organizations? 

A. Red Cross and something like that? 

Q. Yes. .  , ,  , 

A. .'ell, Ped Cposs, Saltation irray, Community Chest. 

' •  TTow  about Japanese organizations? The Japanese Associatio n, Kenjin Kais? 

A. There was a Japanese Association. I don't know whether w e donated or not. 
My husband might have. 

Q/ Did  you.  yourself? 

A. Not myself. 

Q. Your husband belonged tc it? 

A. Yes. 

. Do you have any money in Japan, or property? 

A. No. 

Did you register your children for dual citizenship? 

A. No, they have just American citizenship. 

TT0W about Japanese language school? Did you attend Japanese l anguage school? 

A. No, just went to kindergarten. 

. When did your husband come to this country? 

A. I don't know the date, „e said he came when he was about four teen year, old. 

Q. The only time he went back was when he went on that visit, 

A. Yes. 

Q. He's been here all the time? 

A. Yes. 

. . How old is he now? 

A. He's forty-two. 
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Q. Do you have any plans for after the war? A r e you going back to Ca" ifiornia? 
If so, what are you going to do there? 

A. California--we have a farm down there we're planning to go baek 'to. 

Q. You own a farm? 

A. Yes. 

Your children are going back with you? 

A. Yes, we are all planning to go back and stay there, 

Q. Is your husband with you here in the Center now? 

A. Yes, he's here. 

Q. The reason we were asked to ask all these questions be cause of y our having 
sent your children on a trip to Japan and because your hus band u as an alien 
and there was also a statement that you had relatives in J apan. Do you have 
anything to add or ask? 

A. No. 

The hearing was adjourned at 2»20 p. m. 



COLORADO RIVER RELOCATION 'CENTER 
Posh  on, Arizona 

' .  October 18, 1944 

RECOF SNDATIO" OF HEARING BOARD ON LEAVE CLEARANCE 

MEMORANDUM TO :  Duncan Mills 
Project Director 

SUBJECT: Kyuzo Aoki 
307-8-C 

Attached is the following document relating to this case : 

EXHIBIT A: Transcript of Fearing 

It is the unanimous recommendation of this Fearing Board  that 

leave clearance be denied to Mr. Aoki. Although he ansv/e red all the 

questions asked, Mr. Aoki gave the impression of being b elligerant and 

resentful. 

Although Mr. Aoki has been in this country since 1906 and during that 

period has not returned to Jgpan, and although he has n o near relatives 

in Japan, he reiterated his statement of "no" to Questio n No. 28. Since 

Question 28 for aliens is "will you swear to abide by the al ws of the United 

Spates and to take no action which would in any way inter fere with the 

war effort of the United S t ates ?", it is recommended in view of his n a -

tive answer that not only leave clearance be denied that he b e i J d i a t e -

ly transferred to Tule Lake. 

Cor lies iv. carter 
Board Member 

Howard i-joiienbeck 
Board Member 



COLORADO RIVER RELOCATION 'CENTER 
Posh  on, Arizona 

EXHIBIT A 

TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD ON LEAVE CLEARANCE HEARING 

Place; Tjnit III Welfare Office 
Date: October 18, 1944 
Time; 1 : 0O p.m. 

Interviewers;  Cor  lies R. garter 
Howard Hollenbeck 

Interpreter: Dolly Saita 

m-.Ei Kyuzo Aokx FAMILY NO. 41333 

ADDRESS: 307-8-C 

No FAMILY MEMBERS 

Q* Are you married, Mr. Aoki? 

A. No. 

Q. Where were you born in Japan? 

A. Fukuoka, Japan. 

Q. When did you come to the United SJates? 

A. 1905 or 1906. 

Q. Have you been back to Japan since? 

A. No. 

Q. You were working in Ca ifornia, weren't you, before eva ucation? 

A. Yes, only in California. 

Q. What kind of work did you do? 

A. I gambled all the time. 

Q' S ™ S t m 1 e : i r : , t l 0 n P e r i ° d '  y 0 U a n s w e r e d  10. 28 -no«, uovyou stiii leel the same way? 

A. I don't remember the question. 
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Q. The question is "Will you swear to abide by the laws of the U nited 
S -ates and to take no action which would in any\interfere w ith the war 
effort  of  the United Spates?" ^ 

A. It's still the same. 

Q. Are you planning to return to Japan after the war or ar e you planning 
to stay in this country? 

A. I am undecided yet. 

Q. Supposing you were transferred to Tule Lake. What do you think about 
going to Tule Lake? 

A. If I have to leave Poston and go to Tule L ake, I will  f :o, 

The hea ing was adjourned at 1 : 45 p.m. 



rDORANOT TO: Duncan Mills 
Project Director 

SUBJECT: James I'asarnitsu Sera 
316-5-C 

Attached is the following document relat'ng to this case . 

T P IB I  '  A: Transcript of Hearing 

It is the unanimous moo mmendation of this Leave Clearance He aring Board 

that James I'asarnitsu Sera be denied leave clearance.  James was very free in his 

discussion and very explicit in his explanations as to w hy the family d< sired to 

return to Japan. He explained that such decision had been arrived at piior to 

evacuation and oven previous to the declaration of war. 

James stated that the property in Jr.gan was held in his n ame and that there-

fore, any business transactions in connection with this p roperty would have bo 

be cleared by him. He felt that this was one very important re ason for wanting 

to roturn. He also state that there was no bitterness on his p art concerning the 

United Spates but that his desire to return and also the d ecision of his family 

to return to Japan was based primarily on economic reaso ns and economic security 

for the future. 

The Leave Clearance Hearing Board felt that James would cert ainly not be of 

any danger to the welfare of the Unitdd States or its nat ional security and that 

he is a person who wculd adjust very readily to outside env ironment; however, in 

view of the total considerations listed above, it is reco mmended that James Masa-

mitsu ^era be denied leave clearance. 

!or]ies R, carter 
?oard Member 

HOWARD HOILANbeck" 
Board Member 



% 

COLORADO RIVER RELOCATION CENTER 
Toston, Arizona 

EXHIBIT  A 

TRANSCRIPT 0^ RECORD ON LEAV '  CLEARANCE HEADING 

Place« Unit III welfare Office 
Date :  October 18, 1944 
T ime:  3 • 35  p • m. 

Interviewers• Corlies R. Carter 
Howard Hoilenbeck 

NAME: James Masamitsu  8 era 

ADDRESSj  316- 5- C 

; "AMILY MEMBERS :  AGE 

FAMILY NO: 41692 

CITIZEN SEX ADDRESS : 

Father, Kyoichi Sera 
Mother, Toku Sera 
Brother, Yutaka Sera 
Brother, Kaoru Sera 
Sister, Mariye Se-a 
Brot er, Katsuo Sera 

48 Japan M Poston, Arizona 
47 Japan F poston, Arizona 
18 u. s. M Poston, Arizona 
15 u. s. M Poston, Arizona 
10 IT. S. F poston, Arizona 
5 IT.  S. v Fost>on, Ar izona 

Q.  .  e were telLing your brother that the reason you fellows ha ve had to come in 
for a hearing is that your folks have signed for repatriati on and you have 
signed for expatriation, and we wanted a line on your pl ans for the future. 
H0w old are you? 

A. Twenty-four. 

Q. Will you tell us in your own words how you feel about going back to Japan and 
why you decided to go back? 

A. jo decided before the war practically. . It happened tha t the war started. 

Before wte entered this Center, we signed up for expatriatio n at the y/CCA office. 

Q. And what was the reason for wanting to go back even befo re the war? 

A ' bLk aand r h^ i ! t i e i . p a 8 , N o b o d y  w a s  taking ca*e of it. My uncle went 

I understand thet the ^ ™ " 

Q. That sort of necessitates your accompanying your paren ts? 

A- Yesr̂  that's right. 

Q. Your grandfather passed away? 

A Yes 
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Q, You still feel the necessity for returning even though he is dead? 

A. it's pa rt of my equity. If there were any Uisiness to be tr ansacted, I'd 
have to do it. 

Q. Have you ever been to Japan? 

A. N°, I haven't. 

Q. If y°u went back to Japan, you would figure on staying? 

A. I guess so. 

Q. You wouldn't want to come back here and take up your fu ture here? 

A. My future's uncertain. Financially, I'd be better off back there. 

Q. Because of the property? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You think your social adjustment would turn out all  right? 

A. I have a lot of friends who  vient  back. 

0. Row would your parents feel about your staying here? 

A. You know how all  pa  rents are. They want the family to be together. 

There is no possibility that you would really prefer  !  taying in the United 
States? 

A* It's just one of those things. You can't tell. 

Q. H°w about the army? Su posing you were caller 1? 

A. I guess I'd be called. 

;> Supposing your expatriation went through before the Avar was over, you might 
be faced with the situation of  be'  ng drafted by the Jrpanese army. Have you 
thought of that? Would you feel that you would have to figh t for the Japanese 
army? 

A. That remains to be seen, I guess. 

Q. You didn't have any plans here? 

A. Of course I was intending to attend college, but still I don't know. I 
guess it's indefinite as yet. Everything's so upset. 

Q. Have you had some college? 

A. I went to J. C. and was going to school at USC until the wa r started. 
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Q. You figure you would like to continue your education in Japan? 

A. I guess so, 

Q. Do you feel bitter against the united Spates at all? Or do you feel that you 
owe more loyalty to Japan instead of to*the united S t ates?  7 

A. I feel that because of this war I couldn't be h i t f « ! ^ ^ v L TT  , 
Japan.  Ju st because of wsr T wouldn't h, h - J  £ / U * l t e d S t a t e s o r 

It's just that you o-et sore*at lach oth* *** i n t t e i t h e r m t i o n -> t ,et sore at each other one moment but later on you' r e friends 

Q. I take it frcm what you've said that you have made up you r minds after careful 
consideration, aiscussed it together within the family so that you have all 
c©me to a complete understanding as to your future in Japa n. Is'tha right? 

A. Yes, 

i  'j 
Q. It is more a question of bitterness against the United F ^ a t e s ^ vou are 

tminking of your economic situation? 

Q. Your father was in internment camp for a while? 

A. He was paroled recently. 

The hearing was adjourned at 3:50 p.m. 



» COLORADO RIVER RELOCATION CENTER 
poston, Arizona 

October 18, 1944 

RF,CCri' eENDATICN OF HEARING BOARD ON LEAVE CLEARANCE 

m^OPANDUi TO: Duncan Mills 
Project Director 

SUBJECT: Yutaka Sera 
316-5-C 

Attached is the following document relating to this case: 

EXHIBIT A: Transcript of Hearing 

It is the unanimous r-commendation of this Hearing Board t hat leave clearance 

be denied Yutaka Sera. Yutaka seems very definite in his p lans to return to Ja-

pan. It was not quite clear as to whether his definite plans were a result of his 

parents' decision or whether he himself is very desirous o f returning. 

The applicant was very sullen during the interview and hesi tated to answer 

many questions that were asked. He has no plans in rega rd to a future in America. 

He has no plans in regard to service -•ith the armed forces of the United States. 

He stated that a decision in regard to such service would ha ve to be made when 

the time comes. It seems that his decision concerning poss ible service with the 

Japanese army is also doubtful at this time. He has not con sidered such service 

before. He is agreeable to transfer to Tule Lake, laving no o bjections to such. 

of the above considerations, it is recommended that leave cl eari.nc e 

be denied. 

Corlies R. Carter 
Board Member 

Howard Hollenbeck 
Board Member 



COLORADO RIVER RELOCATION 'CENTER 
Posh  on, Arizona 

EXHIBIT A 

TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD ON LEAVE CLEARANCE HEARING 

Place: Unit III Welfare Office 
Date :  October 18, 1944 
Time; 3 : 50 p.m. 

interviewers; Corlies R. Carter 
•̂ oward Hollenbeck 

NAMEs Yutaka Sera 

ADDRESS: 316-5-C 

FAMILY MEI3ERS: 

Father, Kyoichi Sera 
Mother, Toku Sera 
Brother, James Masamitsu Sera 
Brother, Kaoru Sera 
Sister, Mariye Sera 
-rother, Katsuo Sera 

FAMILY NO: 41692 

AGE CITIZEN SEX ADDRESS 

48 Japan M Po t on, Arizona 
47 Japan F Poston, Arizona 
24 IT. S. M Pos ton, Arizona 
15 U. S. M Pot ton, Arizona 
10 IT. S. F poston, Arizona 
5 ÏÏ, s. M Pos ton, Arizona 

Q. ^e called you today because of your r  :-que:  t for repatriation with your family 
because your father is a segregated parolee, and because y our fanily L 
parents want te go to Tule Lake. We would like to k.ow whet he^ou^want to 
go to Japan also. Row old are you? *  0 

A. Eighteen. I ju ,t became eighteen. 

Q. You are àlso signed for expatriation to Japan? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How do you feel about going fcack? You have had no difficulty wi th your 
parents m that respect? You heye been in agr ement wit h them? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Hay- you ever been to Japan? 

A. No. 

••> Do you speak Japanese? 

A. I speak fe my mother and father. 

Q. Mow do you think you would like it there? 
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A. I wouldn't knew. 

0. If you vie re to stay in this country, would you have any d esires of your way 
of life here? 

A. No, 

Q. You haven't thought much about staying here? 

A. Mo« 

C. Could you tell us why you wanted to go to Japan, what made you decide to give 
up your 'merican citizenship? 

A. (Silenc ) 

Q. We would like to know because it's a pretty  : mp'rtant thing when an American 
citizen gives up his citizenship and decides to go to Japan. 

A. (Silence) 

go 

How do your brothers feel about it? Do they want to/back? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you feel that you got a pretty raw deal during evacuati on? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Would yoQ like to go back to California? 

A. I don't, think I want to go to California. 

Q. You h ve no friends that have relocated to Chicago or other places in the Eas-
or Middle West? « 

A. Yes, some oi" them have relocated. 

Q. How do you feel about the army? Your draft status is what ? Have you been 
classified yet? 

A. No. 

Q. Have you registered yet? 

A. No. 

Q. If there should be any danger of your going into the army, v rould you show up 
for induction? 

A. That's when the time comes. 

Q. Haven't thought much about it yet? 

A. (Silence) 



Yutaka Sera - 3 - October 18, 1944 

Q,. .'/hat about serving in the Japanese army? Have you t hought about that? 

A. What do you mean? 

Q. ell, if you go baik to Japan, if you requested repatri ation, there's al-
ways a possibility that you would be returned before the war is over. 

. be subject to servfcgin the Japanese Army. I wonder how 
feel about that. 

A. in that case,, if I am going to Japan, if I go there—t hat's when the time 
comes, if I go there, if they are going to take me, there's noth ing I'm 
"cing to do. 

Q. row much schooling did you h ve? 

A. This is my senior year. 

Q< -~Tnn  Are  -till  in erehool  Limn?" 

w. Then you would say that you have definitely made up  - o  r mind to return to 

A. Yes/ 

Q. You have no  d-  sire to stay in this country at all? 

A, Wo. 

Q. How do you feel abrut going Tule Lake? 

A. All right. 

The hearing w Ps adjourned at 3 : 30 p.m. 

Japan? 



COLORADO RIVER RELOCATION CENTER 
poston,  Arizona 

October 18, 1944 

RECOMMENDATION OF EHRRING BOARD ON LEAVE CLEARANCE 

MEMORANDUM TO: Duncan Mills 
project Director 

SUBJECT: Jeanne Fumiko Y&mamoto 
307-3-A 

At ached is the follovdng document relating to this cas e: 

EXHIBIT A: Transcript of Hearing 

It is the unanimous decision of the leave Clearance Hearing 

Board that Fumiko Yamamoto be denied leave clearance, Mrs . Yanamoto 

was rather reluctant to talk too freely in view of the fact that her 

decision for expatriation is based primarily on the decis ion of her 

husband. She seems to feel that were it not for her husband's r e-

quest for expatriation she would be perfectly content to m aintain 

her future in and with the United States. 

She has no vocational aspirations but rather is content to 

act as housewife in a family situation er husband. In regard 

to her transfer to Tule Lake, she again feels thàt she shoul d be 

wijsh her husband and thus is not adverse to going. 

In view of the above consideration, it is the recommenda-

tion of the Hearing Board that Fumiko Yamamoto be denied l eave 

clearance. 

C. R. Ca r ter 
Board Member 



COLORADO RI VER RELOCATION ' CENTER 
Posh on, Ar i zona 

EXHIBIT A 

TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD ON LEAVE CLEARANCE HEARING 

Plsce: Unit III Welfare Office 
Date: October 11, 1944 
Time: 10:46 a.m. 

Interviewers: C. R. Carter 
Howard Holler)beck 

NAME: Fumiko Jeanne-Y. Jitmoto FMILY NO: 41413 

ADDRESS: 307-5-A 

FAMILY MEMBERS: AGE CITIZEN SEX ADDRESS 

Husband, Yutaka Yunamoto 24 U. S. M P os ton,  Ar ion a 
Mother, Kishi Maeda 49 J span F . Po s Ion,  Arizona 
Father, Kanjiro Maeda 65 Japan M Po sto n, Ari ssona 
Brother, Hiroshi Maeda 27 U. S. M McHenry, Illinois 
Sister, Hideko Maeda 16 u. s. I Po ston,  Arizona 
Sister, Usami Kodama ¿5 Jap fin F Hiroshime, Japan 

Q. Furni, when did you first apply for expatriation? 

A. It was at the last registration. 

Q. That was in 1945? 

A. No. 

Q,. That was this£ wasn't it? Around January? 

A. I think so. 

Qi. Your husband, has applied also? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How do you feel about expatriation? Could you tell us in  your own words y our 
reasons for  appl7/ing? How long have you felt this way? 

A. The only reason I wanted expatriation was that ray husba nd did. I felt that 
I should be with him. 
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Q. Do £ou know why your husband applied for expftri tion ? 

A. Vve ̂ ere married in November end everything happened al l at once, and he 
never told me. 

Q. Is he Kibei? 

A. Mo, he's Nisei. 

Q. Both you and your husband were bom here? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What sort of thing would you be gDing back to in Californi a if you didn't 
apply for expatription? 

A. We would go back to farmijflg. That's about all, I t hink. 

Q. Has he any sort of property in California? 

A. No, he hasn't. 

Q. Do you have any ? 

A. No. 

Q. Your parents? 

A. My parents have property in California. 

Q. Do you feel that you couldn't go back there? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Does your husband have any property in Japan , something to go back to ? 

A. I don't know whether he has. 

Q. About members ip in organizations. First American o rganizations. Do you 
belong to any American clubs or organizations? 

A. You mean while I was back in California? 

Q. Yes. 

A. The YBA. 

Q. Any Japanese organizations? 

A. No. 

Q. You beinged to the JACL, didn't you? 

A. Oh yes, just for a little while. You can't join the JACL until you're twenty-
one, end I was too young to be a member until just before ev? LUtJduu'« 

jUrtyz^jJl^^-



Je8nne Fumiko Yamamo&o - 5 - October 11, 1944 

Q. I notice that at the mass registration you answered que sition  28 "yes"; 
that is, you are loyal to the United States, that you wo uld forswear any 
allegiance to any foreign powers. Do you feel the same way now f on your 
loyalty? '  ; 

A. I can't answer that. Y 0u see, the only reason I wanted to go back to Japan 
is becsuse my husband wants to. 

Q. Were it not for your husband's desire to go back to Japa n, would you 
feel loyal to tfre United States and want to live here? 

A. Yes. 

Q. H 0w aboutjvhusband' s  folks? Are they here? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Have they askefd for repatriation too? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How do you feel about going to Tule Lake? 

I don't know. Well, I guess if the whole family goes, it all right. 

Q. Do you have anytdng you would like to add or say? 

A. No, I haven't. 

The hearing was adjourned at 11:00 a.m. 



COLORADO RIVER RELOCATION CENTER 
poston, Arizona 

October 18, 1944 

RECOMMENDATION OF HEARING BOARD ON LEAVE CLEARANCE 

MEMORANDUM TO: Duncan Mills 
Project Director 

SUBJECT: Tos hi  Takahashi 
Ì507-14-D 

Attached is the following document relating to this case : 

EXHIBIT A: Transcript of Hearing 

It is the unanimous recommendation of this Hearing Board  ±k 

that leave clearance be denied to Mrs. Takahashi. Mrs. Tak ahashi 

was very frank and straightforward in her interviev/ but c ould speak 

practically no English. She has spent thirty-one years in this 

country with but a short visit to Japan in 1920 but has reque sted 

repatriation due to losses suffered during evacuation and feels 

that it is impossible to start over again. Her husband is t he old-

est son in his family and as a result, has a farm in Japan to which 

they intend to go. 

She stated that she would go to Tule Lake if necessary, and 

although she has two sons in the United S t ates Army, she feels that 

she and her husband have no future in this country and have de fi-

nitely decided to return to Japan. It is the feeling of t he Hearing 

Board that she would in no way be a danger to the national sec urity, 

but since she has requested repatriation, a negative rec emendation 

has been made. 

C. R. C arter 
Board Member 

-  w m £ 



COLORADO RI VER RELOCAI O" C I T I  
Post on, Ar i zona 

EXHIBIT A 

TRANSCRIPT 0? RECORD ON LEAVE CLEARANCE HE 'RING 

Flaoe: Unit III Welfare Office 
Date- October 11, 1944 
T ime :  9 : 35 a.  m. 

Interviewers:  c . R. Carter 
Howard Hollenbeck 

Interpreter: Dolly Saita 

NAME: 

ADDRESS : 

FAMILY MEMBERS: 

Tos hi  Takahashi 
307-14-C 

FAMILY NO. 

AGE 

58 
28 
27 
23 
25 
58 
52 

CITIZEN SEX 

Japan M 
U. S. M 
U. S. _ ¥ 
u. s . M 
u. s . F 
Japan F 
Japan F 
J'̂ pa  n F 

Poston, Arizona. 
Poston, Arizona 
U. S, Army, France 
TJ. S. Army, Ft. Snelling 
Poston, Arizona 
Fukuoka, Japan 
Fukuoka, Japan 
Fukuoka, Japan 

Husband, Konoichi Takahashi 
Son, Teruo Takahashi 
Son, Toshio Takahashi 
Son, Sftigeru TakahasM 
Daughter, Chizuko Arikawa 
Sister, Kindo Maeda 
Sister, Misao Harada 

n s 4t?£ er » Shizue Hatakeda 49 Q. -here were you born, Mrs. Takahashi? 

A. Fukuoka, Japan. 

Htvj 
old were you when you came to the United S  a tes? 

A. Twenty-three. 

Q. Have you been back to Japan since that time? 

A. Once, in 1920. 

Q. Whs that just a visit? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do  you have relatives in Japan now? 

A. Yes, sisters. 

Q« You have several  chi l dren n- ;̂  
children. Did you register them for dual citizenship? 

A- Yes, just ay daughter was registered. 

Q. What did you do before equat ion? 



Teshi  Takahashi  . 2 . 0<, : o b e r  n < l g 4 4 

A. My husband was farming, 

Q # why?° t iGe t h a t y ° U ^ ^  a p p l i 6 d f ° r re Patria "tion. could you explain to us 

A. We had our own farm. After this war and evacuation, we los t a great deal. 
We took a beating. We don*t feel like starting over again h ere. 

Q. Do you have any property in Japan to go to? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Is it a family farm? 

A. My husband is the oldest son. He is the heir to his paren t's property. 

Q. Who is taking care of the farm now? 

A. His mother is taking care of it. 

What do your sons in the army think of your repatriating t o Japan? 

A. They have left it all up to us. It doesn't matter to them i ±xs*a22m±±xEacfek®x 
fcsraax what we decide to do. They can get along without us. 

Q. Do I take it that your-husband and your daughter intend to go ba k with you? 

A. My dagghter is  m a r r i e d  and belongs to another family. My son, his wife 
and two children plan to go back with us. 

Q. How do you feel about going to Tule Lake? 

A. If I  la  ve to go, I will go. ' 

Q. Do you feel that you would do anything to harm this count ry aO all ̂ h ^ you 
are here?  J 

A. With two sons in the arny, I would never do anything l ike that, 
anything 

Q. Is there/you would like to add or ask? 

A. No. 

The hearing was adjourned at 9,55 a.m. 



COLORADO RIT:R W W , A T 10II  O W E S 
Poston, Arizona 

October 18, 1944 

RECOMMENDATION OF HEARING BOARD ON LE.AT7! CLEARANCE 

niORANDUM TO: Duncan Mills 
project Director 

SUBJECT: Toku Sera 
318-5-C 

Attached is the following document relating to this case : 

INHIBIT A: Transcript of Hearing 

It is the unanimous recommendation of this Hearing Boa rd that leave 

clearance be denied to Mrs. Sera. Although she has spent m ost of her life in 

the United States, she stated that she and her family in tended to return to 

J pan before the war and wished to continue with thos e plans. 

She has reques  -,ed  repatriation, plans to go through with it, and wishes 

to educate her children to be Japanese citizens. Sh e wishes  to be transferred 

to Tule Lake at the earliest possible date in order that her children may be 

trained for their return to Japan and also in order that she may be with the 

so-called disloyal group. 

Mrs.  c -era' s  husband is a segregated parolee and wishes to go to e ither 

Tule Lake or Crystal City, and in this Mrs. Sera concurs. It is felt that 

she is not the type of person to whom leave clearance should be granted. 

Corlies R, Carter ~ — " — 
Board Member 

Howard Hollenbek 
Board Member 



COLORADO RIVER RELOCATION 'CENTER 
Posh  on, Arizona 

E" FIB IT  A 

TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD ON L 1AVE CLEARANCE HEARING 

Place: Unit III Welfare Office 
Dat?e :  October 18, 1944 
Time :  3 : 05 p.m. 

Interviewers; Corlies R. Carter 
Howard  T Tollehbeck 

Interpreter-: Dolly Saita 

NATE : Toku Sera FAMILY NO: 41692 

ADDRESS : 316-5-C 

FAMTLY METERS: 
Husband, Kyoichi Sera 
Son, James Masamitsu Sera 
Son, Hiroshi Sera 
Son, Yutaka Sera 
Son, Kaoru Sera 
Daughter, Mariye S©ra 
£on, Katsuo Sera 
Brother, Sadaichi Hada 
Brother, Yoshinobu Hada 
Sister, Katsu Hozan 

AGE CITIZEN 
48 Japan 
24 u. S. 
21 TJ. S. 
18 U. S. 
15 u. S. 
10 u. 8. 
5 TJ .' S. 

62 Uapan 
57 Japan 
63 Japan 

Q. Where were you born, Mrs. Sera? 

A« Hiroshima, Ja an. 

Q. Ihen did you come to this country? 

A. 1919. 

Q. -Have you ever been back to Japan since? 

A. No. 

we understand you allied for repatriation. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Have you cancelled that request? 

A. No. 

SEX ADDRESS 
M Pos ton,  Arizona 
IF Poston, Arizona 
M Poston, Arizona 
M Postone, Arizona 
V Po.  ton, Arizorn 
F Pee ton, Arizona 
M Po ton, .\ricona 
¥ Por;ton, Arizona. 
M Hiroshima, Japan 
F Hirofaaima, Japan 

> Then you still wish to retar, to Japan, 



Toku Sera - 2 - % October 18, 1944 

A. Yes. 

Q. Why? 

A. We were planning to go back before the war started. I fe el that if the war 
had not come up when it did, we would be back in Japan new. M y husband is also 
the oldest son and naturally has to iook after the property th ere. 

Q. ""as your husband in an internment camp? 

A. Yes. 

Q. He has been released now? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Aparoled, (is he? 

A. My rusband was released in March on the condition that he be'sent to Tule 
Lake as soon as possible. He is here temporarily. We are just waiting to go 
to Tule Lake. < " 

Q. Did you apply to go to Crystal City? 

A. My husband applied for Crystal City, and we were planni ng to go there. One 
of my sons became ill so we couldn't make that trip.' Then we were to  ro  to 

^ e t o L
g

a o e t o UTuL 0 r LaSr  r e a 5 0 n '  t h a t t 0 0 W a S  W< still wait-

,Q. Do you plan to raise your children to be Japanese citize ns? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Are they all registered for dual citizenship? 

A. Yes. 
ever 

I. Have they/been sent back to Japan for education? 

A*  No • 

Q. Have any of your boys been called for selective service? 

A. Ho, they haven't received any notice of any kind as yet. 

Q' W 9 ou ld e vout r^^ . i n  i™ 0 " ^ 2 W h a t  y° ur a t t i t u d e  te if they are called. 
that they a e l l ? * ° ̂  t h e m  the United States Arny, remembe^ng 

ZalltiZ  ' ° r W 0 U "  y ° u w n t t h e m t 0 b e a n d 

A' influaneiTthem Z y ^ ^ ^ °" B "  1 

Q • ih y  would you like to gr to Tule Lake? 



Toku Sera - 3 - October 18, 1944 

A. I don*t want to stay in America. I would like to go to Tule L ake to educate 
my children before they actually go to Japan. Since I am cl assified as 
"disloyal", I would like to be among people who feel the s ame way . 

Thé hearing was adjourned at 3,15 p.m, 



COLOPADO RI VER RELOCATI ON CENTER 
Poton, Arizona 

Oct ober  18, 1944 

RECOMMENDATION OF HEARINB BOARD ON LEAVE CLEARANCE 

MEMORANDUM TO: Mr. Duncan Mills 
project Director 

SUBJECT: Buntaro Okuno 
309-9-B 

Attached is the following document relating to this cas e: 

EXHIBIT A: Transcript of Hearing 
EXHIBIT B: WRA 126, Rev., Question #28 

It is the unanimous recommendation of the Hearing Board that leave 

clearance be granted to Mr. Okuno. Mr. Okuno explained t hat his negative 

to question no. 28 during registration was due to a comp lete misunder-

standing because of the language handicap and requueste d that he be allowed 

to change his answer to "yes". This was done at the hear ing. 

Mr. Okuno has spent most cf his life in this country, has  no desire 

to repatriate to Japan although his family is residing th ere. He was very 

frank and straightforward in his hearing and it was eviden t that he would 

in no way endanger the welfare of the country were he to be r eleased. 

Corlies R. Carter 
Board Member 

i Howard Hollenbeck 
Board Member 



COLORADO RI VER RELOCATION ' CENTER 
Posh on, Ar i zona 

EXHIEET A 

TRMSCRIPT OF RECORD OF LEAVE CLEARANCE HEARING 

place: Unit III Welfare Office 
nate :  October 18, 1944 
Time: 2 : 00 p.m. 

Interviewers; Corlies R. Carter 
Howard Hollenbeck 

Interpreter: Ray T. Hara 

NAME: 

AI.\ R  -  S  : 

FAM ] LY ?. TEi."BERS  : 

Bun tar o  Okuno 

309-9-B 

FAMILY NO: 41527 

AGE SEX CITIZ'TI  AI: .DRESS 

Wife, Kinuye Okuno 
Son, Yukio Okuno 
Brother, Tokuji Okuno 

43 
16 
58 

F Japan Wakayarna, Japan 
M Japan V/akayama, Japan 
M Japan Takayama, Japan 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

/here jrere you born, Mr. Okuno? 

Wakayama Ken, Japan. 

Vfhen did you come to the united States? 

1900. 

Rave you been back to Japan? 

Avice , 

Can you tell us when and how long  WKKK were? 

1928. 

How long was that? 

A little over a year. * 

How about the other time? 

For ten months in 1936. 

vhat was the purpose of your trips? 



*Buni3B.ro Okuno - 2 - October 18, 1944 

A. First time I went to see my mother. The second time I went back to aee my 
son who hadn't been born at the time I came back. 

Q. What kind of work did you do before evacuation? 

A. I was helping a friend farm near Orosi. 

Q. Do you have any property in Japan? 

A. Yes, a house, farm, and lots, 

. Your wife is there now? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you ha  -e  any money invested in Japan? 

A. No. 

Q. Have you ever applied' for repatriation? 

A. No, 

.. D Ì  ring the registration period in February of 1940 to Que stion No. 28 "Will 
you swear to abide by the laws of the United S.ates and to ta ke no action 
which would in any way interfere with the war effort of the United States?" 
you answered "no", could you explain to us why you answe red "no"? 

l a iotj ol p|opleju»undertooc 

Q. Would you like to change your answer to that question no w? 

A. Yes, 

Q. vi/h at cb you plan to do in the future, Mr. Okuno. 

A. J haven't thought about it. 

Q. Your son was born in Japan? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Have you had any thought nf> • 
/ ought of having him come to the united States? 

A. He can't because he's an alien. 

Q. Did yo G belong to any or.-ani , t i o n s i n A m e r i o a  before'evacuation? 

A. No. 

HOW about  donat i ons , Have you  ever  gi ven money t o or gani zat i ons of  any ki nd? 

A. I used to be a laborer nnri t ±. 
wasn't a rroached for donation^  t r a * e l a r ° U n d a 1 1 0 v e r t h e  country so I 

The hearing was adjourned at 3 : 0 0 p.m. 



I NCOMI NG TELETYPE #1 900A 

WASHI NGTON OCT 16, BACKDATE OCT 17, 1944 

ATTENTI ON REPORTS OFFI CER 

THE FOLLOWI NG WAS PI CKED UP BY FEDERAL COMMUNICAT 10NS COMMI SSI ON 
MONI TORS SATURDAY, I T WAS A RADI OR TOKYO BROADCAST I N ENGLI SH TO 
WESTERN UNI TED STATES 

�»FORMER RESI DENTS OF THE UNI TED STATES WHO RETURNED TO J APAN ABROAD 
THE STEAMSHI P TEI A MARU WI LL ( ONE Y/ORDBMI SSI ON ) A VI LLAGE I N 
MANCHUKUO � THE GOVERNMENT AUTHORI TI ES I N IVANCHUKUO ARE MAKI NG 
PREPARATI ONS TO ACCORD EVERY COURTESY TO THE NEW SETTLERS." 

M M TO ZI ER WRA WA 



COLORADO RI VER RELOCATI ON ' CENTER 
Posh on, Ar i zona 

October 11, 1944 

RECOMMENDATION OF HEARING BOARD ON LEAVE CLEARANCE 

MEMORANDUM TO: Duncan Mills 
project Director 

SUBJECT: Seiji Yamakawa 
325-6-D 

Attached is the following document relating to this case : 

EXHIBIT A: Transcript of Hearing 

It is the unanimous recommendation of this paring Board th it 
leave clearance be denied to Mr. Yamakawa. He has  spent  "thirty-eight 
years in this country with two short visitstto Japan. Si nce his wife < 
and one son ere residing in  Jq,  a n,  he wishes to join them. - . * 

i^iis^intention was to do this before the war but was unab le 
to-««6, has now definitely made up his mincL that wishes to 
r e t u r % i ° J a I» n a n d s Pend the rest of his life\«* xxpecS^ota^e 
along members of his family who are living in this countr y. 

would i f n h 0 U g h t i 6 i n & B O a r d d 0 e s n o t f e e l t h a t M r - Yamakawa 
7 6 a d a n S 9 r t 0 n a t i o n a l security, a negative recom-

mendation is being madd due to his request for repatriation. 

C. R. Garter 
Board Member 

Howard Hollenbeck 
Board Member 



COLORADO RIVER RELOCATION 'CENTER 
Posh  on, Arizona 

NAME: 

ADDRESS : 

EXHIBIT A 

TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD ON LEAVE CLEARANCE HEARING 

Place: Unit III Welfare Office* 
Date: October 11, 1944 
Time :  9:00 a.m. 

Interviewers, c. R. Carter 
Hcward Hollenbeck 

interpreter: Dolly Saita 

Seiji Yamakawa 

325-6-D 

FAMILY NO. 42213 

FAMILY MEMBERS: AGE CITIZEN SEX ' ADDRESS 

Wife, Hina Yamakawa 40 Japan F Yamaguchi Ken, Japan 
Son, Toyoji Yamakawa 27 U. S. M Poston, Arizona 
Son, Takeo Yamakawa 25 u. S. M Poston, Arizona 
Son, Seichi Yamakawa 22 U. S. M Poston, Arizona 
Son, Shosaku 14 Japan ¥ Uamaguchi K Qn,  Jap.  n 

Q. When did you come to the United States, Mr. Yamakawa? 

A. June of the year following the San Francisco earthquak e, 1907« 

Q. Have you been ba k to Japan since? 

A. Onee in 1925 and once in 1930. 

Q. Just for visits? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What kind of work have you done in this country? 

A. Farming and gardening. 

Where iriwmifcs? 

A. Reedley. 

Q. We notice that you applied for repatriation. Is that true? 

A. Yes. 



Sei ji Yamakawa _ p _ _ , , .. 
- * - October 11, 1944 

Q. Gould you explain to us why? 

A. I always wanted to go back to Japan because my wife and son are living there 

w h T x T o t w o ^ . 0 b e o a u s e o f t h e w a r -  T h a t , s 1  -

Q. How do you feel about going to Tule Lake? 

A. If I have to go, I will go. 

Q' K a M h T o u f  t M S  " l t h  ^  P " t 0 f y ° U r f a m i l y ? D 0 t h S y 8 1 1 W a B t t 0 

A. They all w ant to  go back with me. 

Q. Do you plan to stay in Japan and vour children ^  T 

ane.e c it i Zens a n / l i T e t L e a n / n * t t i n ^ n t ^ o / ^ a 

A '  t 0  ^  b U t 1  ^ children. I  h a v e t o 

t^ L ^ X ^ f  m ™ t ^ t you ao 

A. No. 

The hearing was adjourned at 9*10 a.m. 



r. SeiichLftomura,  T Tnit I 
»•  * - - » 

C O W U m : RITES RHXOCATlOr. CSNTtt 
ioston, t i z o n a 

December 16, 1943 

MtMoa.HPUM fOi Mr* W. lad« iead, Project Director 
Attention: r.  !  arper, rirector of -olice 

FEO Sit Judicial Council 

atRJZftts Function® of the Local rolle« department. 

- eretofore it has been a source of keen satisfaction to 
the residents to know that the services of the evacuee polic e 
wire feeing actively integrated In all aatter* relating to in-
ternal security. Ve believe it is ee^aon knowledi e that th ey 
played a isaj >r part in redueing »aid problem» to ¿ minimum. 

Of late we have notice with so/se concern the graduad change 
in the poliolee regarding the funetlone of the internal security 
Department, with particular reference to our "'vacue© e liee 
1 ©per truant. hile in the past, the said ¿«pertaent has been 
•etire in  i  roeeeain« complaints in criminal matters occurring 
within the three unite, we have been i n f o r m that  mioi  is no 
longer the eaee ana evcryfc&f i & processed through the office 
of the Director of Jolice. 

The teeters of the Judicial Council (an evacuee function) 
have discussed this tendency and feel that this aright leae i to 
a gradual lose of prestige on the part of the veouee  f ol ice. 
The residen ta having accepted the vacuee Police as the  f .uard-
ian of law and order and having looked upon that department as 
responsible for the internal security of the units, m y l ose 
all respect for said ''vaouee  :  olice, and even question the 
necessity for the maintenance of sue!- a department. 

© point with pride to the low record of crime in this 
center, and attribute a great pert of this to the efficient 
effort» of our  I  vecuee rolice and to the prestige attached to 
them. If, however, all criminal matters are to be processe d 
trrough the of  fioe  of the ! irector, end the Kvaeue© roliee do • 
not actively participate then|* § the residents May be led to 
believe that the Evacuee  I  olice ere not responsible for law and 
order, and hence need not be accorded the respect heretofor e 
given them. This, we feel, might tend toward a deterioration 
of the prevalent feeling for law and order in this e o w u n i t y . 

Could not a policy be formulated permitting the vacuee 
olice a more active participation in local affairs? This 

would not only continue to enhance their present prestig e, but 
would be added incentiva to the evacuee personnel to i«prov e 
on police work. This thought, of co rse, is relevant only w hen 
it is tie intention of the administration to continue aainte n-



-2-

anee of the ¿ol ice M p a r t m e n t as ouch. 

f t would* therefore* appreciate a clarif ication  on the 
purpose ana function» of the Evacuee ]ol lce end also an y pol icy 
governing same. 

Judicial Couaeil 

EJUiier 8« Y&aaaoto 
Chairman 

cei Community Council 
Project Attorney 
.Judicial Council 
Unit  Administrators - I, I I , k XXIV 



COLO? "DO RIVER RELOCATION CENTER 
Pofc-bon, Arizona 

October 11, 1944 

RECO •  "ENDATION OF HEARING BOARD ON LEAVE CLEARANCE 

MEMORANDUM TO: Duncan Mills 
Project Director 

SUBJECT: Teruko Takahashi 
307-14-D 

Attached is the following document relating to this case : 

EXHIBIT As Tfcanscript of Hearing 

It is the unanimous recommendation of this Hearing Board t hat 

•  leave clearance be denied to Mrs. Takahashi. She is an A merican ci-

tizen that has lived in this country all her life with the ex ception 

of a year and a half when she went to Japan in 1939 and studie d sew-

ing, Skaxar 

She was very frank during her hearing and spoke excellent E ng-

lish, having graduated from high school here in the United St ates. 

She has requested expatr* tion together with her husband a s a result 

of the evacuation. She fe l̂s that racial prejudice in the United 

States is such that they.^o future and she intends to go to j apan 

and raise her children to be Japanese citizens. 

C. R. Carter 
Board Member 

Howard Hollenbeck" 
Board Member 



COLORADO RI VER RELOCATION ' CENTER 
Posh on, Ar i zona 

EXHIBIT A 

TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD ON LEAVE CLEARANCE HEARING 

Place : Unit III Welfare Office 
Dates October 11, 1944 

î cA^JTime: 10:35 
I  u  Interviewers: C. R. Carter 

iI Howard Hollenbeck 
NAME: Teruko Takahashi 

ADDRESS: 7 1514-14-D 

FAMILY NO: 41454 

FAMILY MEMBERS: AGE CITIZEN SEX ADDRESS 

Husband, Teruo Takehashi 28 0. S. M 
Daughter, Midori Joyce Takehashi 2 U. S. F 
Son, Hiderai Takahashi 1 0. S. M 
Mother, Chisa Fukuda 44 Japan F 
Frther, Saisho Fukuda 55 Japan M 
Sister, Chiyoko Ide 25 Japan F 

Brother, Kenji Fukuda 21 U. S. M 
B other, Mitsugi Fukuda 18 U. S. M 

Poston, Arizona 
P oston, Arizona 
P oston, Arizona 
Tuie Lake, California 
Tuie Lake, Californ ia 
Japan 
Tuie Lake, California 
Tuie Lc-ke, California 

Q. VHiere were you born? 

A. Fresno, California. 

Q. Yihet year was that? 

A. 1921. 

Q. Have you ever been in Japan? 

A. Yes. 

Q. When was that ? 

A. Latter part of 1939 to 1940. 

Q. Just for a visit? 

A. Yes, a year and a hjfclf* 

I*. Did you go to school? 

A. For a while. 



Teruko Takahashi - £ - October 11, 1944 

C*. Whet kind of school w.-,s that? 

A. Sewing. 

Q. ftere you married at the time  th;  t you went? 

A. No. 

Q. You married after you got beck? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Were your children born before evacuation? 

A. No. 

C. You haven't registered them for dual citizenship then? 

A. N 0 . 

t>. Where are your parents now? 

A. Tule Lake. 

Q. Did they request repatriation? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You requested expatriation, didn't you? 

A. Yes. 

Q. When? 

A. When we had that large group applying. 

Q. This year? 

A. Yes, together with my husband. 

Q. That was in January then? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Could you explain to us v.hy you requested expatriation ? 

A. Too much race discrimination. Since they pfct us in ce mdlike this bu t allowed 
other aliens like the Italians and Germans to J6 free. It' s race prejudice. 

Q. Supposing the canps  v.ere  opened up and you were free to go back to California? 
That wouldn't change your mind at all? 

A. No. 
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Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q1 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

'v. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 
A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A, 

C. 

You in tendra ise your childr-n to be  J; p-  nese citizens? 

Yes. 

How do you feel about ¿ping to Tule Lake? 

I don't mind. 

Do you have anything to go to in Japan,  •  ny property? 

Wo. 

Does your husband? 

I think so. 

How much schooling did you have in this country? 

Grammar school and high school. 

You have definitely made up your mind to go to Japan and liv e the rest of 
your life there? 

Yes. 

tyould you harm this country if you had an opportunity ? 

No, I vouldn't. 

Your husband is up for draft pretty soon? 

Yes. 

How io you feel about it? 

I don't have any idea. I don't think he wants to 

I am not so much interested aa » what he thinks as £© wh°+ y ou think. 
Ho,vs do you feel about it? » 

I don't know. 

You don't wajrt to say. Do you have an;, relatives in Japan n ow? 

I have a sister and grandfather. 

They live on a farm? 

She is married and is living with her husbandjs folks. 

Have you belonged to any organizations of any kind here i n this country? 

No. 

Have you donated money to organizations? 
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\ 

A. No. 

Q. What ¿:bout war bonds? Have you bought any? 

A. No. 

Q. Never gave any money to Japanese organizations? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you go to Japanese language school? 

A. Yes. 

Hov, many years? 

A. Same as grammar school and high s(£hool in this country. 

Q. Have you ever worked for any Japanese concerns? 

A. No. 

The hearing  vn.  s  i djourn ed  at 10:58 a.m. 
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COLORADO RIVER RH. 0  'ATION CENTER 
Poston, Arizona 

October 11, 1944 

RECOMMENDATION OF HEARING BOARD ON LEAVE CLEARANCE 

MEMORANDUM TO: Duncan Mills 
Project Director 

SUBJECT: Teruo Takahashi 
307-14-D 

Attached is the following document relating to this cas e: 

EXHIBIT A: Transcript of Hearing 

It is the unanimous d^feSi^ of the Hearing Boa rd that leave 

clearance should be denied to Mr.*Teruo Takahashi. He was e xceeding-

ly frank in his statement in regard to his feeling toward th is coun-

try in comparison with his future in Japan. He was quite def inite 

in his views in regard to racial discrimination in Amer ica. His 

feeling seemed to be in favor of Japan in preference to th is coun-

try even in regard to personal loyalty. 

His statement concerning arny service was that he would ref use 

induction into the armed services of the united States, bu t should 

his return to Japan be effected in the near future, he would not he-

sitate to serve in the Japanese army. 

Mr. Takahashi has had experience in California in farm work 

prior to evacuation. He has some property in California awaiting 

his return; however, he also has property, or property bel onging to 

his parents in Japan also awaiting his -return there. 
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In view of his decision concerning racial discrimination in 

America, he feels that the property in Japan would afford much 

more economic security for himself and his family. The fac t that he 

has two brothers in the armed services of the United S t ates does not 

UfMMBiSïEr  alter his decis ion for returning to Japan, in any way. 

Concerning harmful activities to the United Spates, Mr. Tak a-

hashi's statement^  was  that it would be foolish for him to perform 

such acts. He is not a member of any American organizations, and 

concerning Japanese organizations, he is only a member of the Young 

Buddhist's Association. 

His personality was veiy -ets^goiû^Aeè^îy agreeable. His 

general a P earance was one of neatness and cleanliness. He had no 

reluctance in being transferred to Tule Lake Center. 

In view of his application for expatriation and in view of 

his rather strong feelings against racial discriminati on in this 

country and loyal to Japan, the Hearing Board recommends  that leave 

clearance be denied. 

C. R. Carter 
Board Member 

Howard Hollenbeck 
Board Member 



COLORDO RI VER RELOCATI ON CENTER 
Pos t on, Ar i zona 

EXHIBIT A 

TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD ON LEAVE CLEARANCE HEARING 

Place: Unit H I Welfare Office 
Date: October 11, 1944 
Time: 10:00 a.m. 

Interviewers: C. R. Cartel-
Howard Hollenbeck 

NAME: Teruo Takahashi 

afiDRESS: 514- 14-D 

FAMILY MEMBERS: AGE 

Wife, Teruko Takahashi 25 
Daughter, Midori Joyce Takahashi 2 
SOD, HiAmi Takahashi  1 
Father, Konoichi Takahashi 58 
Mother, Toshi Takahashi 55 
Brother, Toshio Takahashi 27 
Brother, Shigeru Takahashi 25 
Sister, Chiauko Arikawa 25 

FAMILY NO: 41434 

CITIZEN SEX ADDRESS 

U. S. F Po&on, ArLona 
U. S. F Poston, Arizona 
U. S. M Poston, Arizona 
Japan M Poston, Arizona 
Japan F Poston, Arizona 
U. S. M Ü. S . Army, France 
Ü. S. M tJ. S. A rmy, Ft.  Sn  ellin g 
U. S. F Poste, Arizona 

Q. How old are you? 

A. Twenty-eight, 

Q. applied for expatriation. That's the reason why you are having another 
interview. Possibly, some of the things we ask have already b een asked 
before. Can you tell us in your owi ftords why you have applied for e xpatri-
ation? 

A. Since evacuation, we decided we vould rather go back an d live over there. 

Q. Before evacuation you felt fairly content with what you w ere doing in Cal-
ifornia? 

A. Yes. 

Q • Thi was farming work? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You were bom in California? 
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A.  That' s  right. 

Q. Your wife was bom there too? 

A. Yes, 

Q. You h«* been in farm work for how long in California? 

A. Five-six years-longer than that. 

Q* ^ o  ¥VaCUa :?; on> felt you wanted to go badc^to Japan. Is there anv 

t e l f 5 1 3  '  m a d e 7 0 U to g °  b 8 C k  *  J a A Could vou ^ tell us what your reasons would be? -  u 

u e c W T 
A. I gues it's on «cesaR of racial prejudices. 

Q. That's prejudice at the present time that you're afrai d of? 

/ U  race prejudice ever since evacuation. 
w e a r s n , t v e r 7 popular over here, we vould rather go back. 

I s rae l? ^ ^ ^  E e t U P w i t h P S ^ ^ 3 c i i m i n a t i o n , any problem in regard  " 

A. Yes. 

Q. Before evacuation or since evacuation? 

A. Before and since. 

Q. Do you have any p roperty or fara you can go badk to in Cal ifornia? 

A. I guess I have. 

Q. You feel that that property is still there for you, the fa rm that you worked 
on is there to be worked again? 

A. I guess soft but I don't care togo back. > 

Q. It would not be because of any los în property but becau se of race discri-
mination? 

A. There was loss too. 

Q. Do you want to describe the losses you had? 

A. When we sold out, we suffered a loss. 

Q. What was the date that you applied for expatriation, app roximately? 

A. I think it was in January, 
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Q. This year ? 

A, Jsnuayy, yes. 

Q. The tai last of January? 

A. The beginning of January, before the fifteenth. 

Q.  '-the  fart that your parents are returning to Japan, ¿¿tJh-fc kat have anythingto 
do with your applying for expatriation? / 

A. No, I want to go back. 

Q. You would be goin^back anyway, regardless of their déci sion? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You have a oouple of brothers in the army? 

A. Y es. 

Q. You have no idea as to JtkX how they would feel? 

A. I talked with them when they >»ere down here, and the y say it's up to us. 
They don't blame us for feeling the way we do. The boys in  the army feel 
differently, but after living in camp, they can't blame u s for feeling that 
way. 

Q. You have had no desire to live outside the Ce ter to text community feeling? 

A. If I had, I would've gon|e out a long time ago. 

QQ. You have never wanted to try any other city? It'fs eit her California or 
Japan and you have chosen Japan? 

1 â ^ ' 
A. Yes.  K  A ^ J ^ ^ ^ 

Yy y 

Q. You have had your physical  already, haven't  you? 

A. Y es. 

Q. How long ago was that? 

A. Last month. 

Q. Then you're awaiting i/lduction right now. 

A. Yes. 

)• What are you going to do when that call comes? Are you goi ng to serve or 
are you going to refuse? 
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A. I guess I'll refuse. 

Q. For the same reasons that you have applied for  ZK expatriation? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Have you ever been to J<apan? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What were those dates? 

A. I was pretty small. 

Q. You're the oldest son? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You don't remember too much aEout Japan, do you? 

A. I've studied about Japanfl. 

Q. About how long were you there? 

A. About a year. 

Q. You were about four years old, five? 

A. I don't remember very much. 

Q. Did you go to Japanese language school in this country ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. &bout how many years? 

A. About ten years. 

Q. Then you speak it pretty well? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you feel you have sometUng in Japan to go back to in t he wa^ of economic 
security? Do your f&ks have property there? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You have never thought about changing your mind and st aying here? You are 
pretty well set? 

A. I'm pretty well set. 

Q. How do you feel about ¿ping to Tule Lake? 



Ter uo Takshsshi  -  5 - Oct ober  11, 1944 

A. I don't mind at all? 

Q. You would rather be there than here? 

A. It doesn" "  !  much difference. I guess over here is just e 

Q. children 1 -fttt»npr, are still quite young^'their future 
would be safer and better in Japan than it vould be here? » 

Q. Do yu belong i any Japanese or American organizatio ns here? 

A. YBA. 

Q. Never belonged to the JACL? 

A. I used to belong. 

Q. Any other Japanese organizations? 

A. That's about all. 

Q. Would you commit^ any adverse acts against this coun try if you were out 
of "this Center ? 

A. It would be foolish. It wuldAt do much good anyway. 

gfc. If you were able to return to Japan on an exchange ship P ortly, vould you 
be willirg to serve in the Japanese army? 

A.  Yes,-  I would. 

Q. Do you have anything you would like to tell us further or ask us in connec-
tion with this hearing? i 

A. No. 

The hearing was adjourned at 10:15 a.m. 

A. Yes 



COLORADO RIVER RELO 'AT ION  CENTER 
Poston, A r izona 

October 11, 1944 

RECCfvP'SMDAT ION OF HEARING BOARD ON LEAVE CLEARANCE 

MEMORANDUM TO: Duncan Mills 
project Director 

SIPJECT: Toyoji Yarm kawa 
325- 6- D 

H J. 

<£*mfcif  ¿At 
It is the unanimous recommendation of this Heariig Board ttefc 

leave clearance be denied to Mr. Yai® kawa. He is an Americ an citi-

zen who spent six yars in Japan and then returned to this oou ntry 

where he had an additional year and a half of grammar school ed uca-

tion. He worked on his father's farm until evacuation an d belonged 

to no American organizations  .«±toc*3ri*kx±i  The only Japanese organi-

zation with which he was affiliated was to«' farmers- group. 

Mr. Yamakawa and his family apparently suffered a great deal 

of loss in property and money as a result of evacuation, and a l-

though he does not feel embittered, he does feel that Ameri ca is not 

worked for nearly forty years establishing the farm for hi s children 

<%>*» where he feels the future will be much more secure. ,  = 

He is also fearful that the attitude of the Arnica! pel pi e 

after the war will be such that Japanese-Americans will not b e safe 

and that therefore his only outlook should be Japan. 

Mr. Yamakawa has passed his pre-induction physical examina tion 

- - waiting induction into the united States A r ^ but has not a s 

yet decided whether  a .  , 
or not he will r efuse induction.  H e  feels that 

Qmju', 
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he can with equanimity servo when drafted since the Japane se Govern-

ment, prior to the war, made the statement that United Spa tes citizens 

T! 1 

of Japanese ancestry should fight for country if drafted. 

Mr. Yamakawa was very stsraightforward and honest througho ut 

the interview, and it is the conviction of the Hearing Boar d that he 

would in no way be dangerous to the national security if h e were re-

leased from the center; however, in view of his considere d intent to 

return to Japan and look to the future of he and his family in that 

country and his request for expatriation, a negative rec o rda t i on 

has been made. 

C. K. Carter 
Board Member 

Howard Hoilenbeck 
Board Member 



COLORADO RI VER RELOCATI ON ' CENTER 
Posh o n , A r i zona 

EXHIBIT A 

TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD ON LEVE CLEARANCE HEARING 

Place- Unit III Welfare Office 
Date: October 11, 1944 
Time; 9 : 15 a.m. 

Interviewers:  c. R. Carter 
Howard Hollenbeck 

AGE CITIZEN SEX 

26 U. S. F 
5 U. S. F. 
4 U. S. F 
2 U. S. F 

61 Japan M 
40 Japan F 
25 U. S. M 
22 U. S. M 
14 Japan M 

N A M Ei Toyoji Yamakawa 

ADDRESS: 325-6-D 

FAT."  ILY MEMBERS : 

Wife, Sadame Yamakawa 
Daughter, Hatsumi Yamakawa 
Daughter, Fujiye Yamakawa 
Daughter, Harumi Yamakawa 
Father, Seiji Yamakawa 

Stepnrther, Hina Yamakawa 
Brother, Takeo Yamakawa 
Brother, Seichi Yamakawa 

Stepmother, Shosaku Yamakafta 

Q. Where were you born? 

A. Sanger, California. 

Q- Did yo igo to school in Sanger? 

A. No, I went to school near Sanger. 

Q. How much schooling did you have? 

A. Three years and then I went back to Japan. 

Q* '«Vhat year was that? 

A. About 1910. t"y 'mother died and I went back. 

Q« How old were you? 

A. Nine. 

FAMILY NO: 42213 

ADDRESS 

Poston, Arizona 
Poston, A r ie>ona 
Poston, A r izona 
Poston, Arizona 
Poston, A r izona 
Yamaguchi Ken, Japan 
Poston, Arizona 
Pes ton,  Arizona 
Yamaguchi Ken, Japan 

Q. How long did you stay in Japan? 
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A. A little over five years, I graduated sixth grade in Jap an. 

Q. You left there in 1916? You didn't go to school long enou gh to have ROTC 
did you? 

A. ROTC? 

Q. That's military training. 

A. No, not in grammar school. 

Q* Did you go to school when you came back? 

A. A year or two. 

Q. When was that? 1931? 

A. 1931. 

Q. V.Tiat did you do after you left school? 

A. I v-rent to work on the farm with iry father. 

Q» Did you continue to do that until evacuation? 

A. Yes, 

i. When did you gfet married? 

A. 1938. 

Q # to f °janan? ^  e v a c u a t i o n '  d i d e v e r h a v e a n 7 thought of returning 

A. Not exactly. I was thinking that I might go back when I go t old. 

Q' u s V ^ r  6 V a C U a t i 0 n W  repatriation. Could you explain to 

A. I guess you people know why. 

Q. I n a t to get it down on the reoord in your own words. 

A '  to b U i l d U P W t e t  ~  h a d  then the 

îd own your own farm? 

A. Yes, and we have to start all over again. 

Q. Did you sell your property? 

A- Some of it we sold and the rest of it is gone. 
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Q. So you feel that you would bave to start all over again? 

A. Yes, I have to start all over again and I want to start over a gain where 
I think it's safe, 

Q. Do you have any property in Japan? 

A. My father has, so we'll have enough to eat. 

Q. You also have relatives in Japan, don't ycu? 

A. My mother and brother. 

Q. Are  they on the farm now? 

A. Last I heard from Japan, it seems that my brother is goin g to high school 
now. I think they're farming. That's the only way. 

Q. Do you have any money invested in Japan in any Japanese co ncerns? Mitsubishi 
or Sumitomo or Yokohama Specie Bank? 

A. I'm not that big shot. If I'm that big shot, I don't stay he re. I would've 
gone back long ago. 

Q. You have pretty definitely made up your mind that ycu wan t to start over in 
Japan? I want to be completely clear on it. 

A. I think I -would like to be where it's safe. 

Q. It's not a matter of loyalty or disloyalty? It's a matte r of economic se-
curity? 

A. I don't like to make the same mistake my father did. He took nearly forty 
years to build up what we  "had,  and we lost it all. I don't want my chil-

dren to have to face the same thing I did. 

Q. You're of draft age, aren't you? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What will you do if you are called to the Arr^. 

A.- I don't know. I'm ready to be inducted. I have passed rry p hysical. 

Q. Then you still don't know what you are going to do whe n the call comes? 

A. I don't know what's going to happen. The thing that's ho lding me back is kk 
that I have a pretty sick child. I went to Phoenix and they s ay they can't 
do mucji about it. I don't have much money to have her examin ed by a better 
doctor. 
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Q. So you are pretty well tied down. 

A. Yes, X am tied down. 

Q. ./It is determined that you should be transferred to Tule Lake, how would you 
feel  fcfcsc  about that? 

A. I would like to stay in Poston. This is a lot better. Wei 1, if they trans-
fer me, I think I will have to go. " 

Q. Are there any organizations that you belong to a45~s± T? 
J \ 

A. No. 

Q. Not at all? 

A. Not at all. 

Q. Do you belong to any Japanese organizations'? 

% 
A. Not that I know of. 

Q. How about farm associations? 

A. Yes, I was in the farm Association. 

Q. Japanese Farm Association? 

A. Yes, that was at Cutler. 

Q. That's where your farm was locate; ? 
A. No, near cutler. The association had its headquarters in c utler. 

Q. Have you ever given any money to any organizations, suc h as Red Cross 
Community Chest, Salvation A r my? ' 

A. I don't think I mentioned it but I had given to so m any. They used to 
come around and collect from me every *ear but I don't keep t rack of it. 

Q* But you gave the money? 

A. Yes. 

*  y o u r o h i i d r e v ° b e J a p a n e s e 

" S ' x ^ f ^ t L T ^ f : ^ w a s r a l s e d t o b e  « — — 
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Q. Do you feel tit t you owe more to Japan than you do to t he United Spates? 

A. Well,. I think in that case, it's pretty hard to tell, 
have a 

Q. What I'm getting at is that whether you^/feeling of loya lty to Japan that 
you don't to the United States. — 1 1 "  1,11 

A. If that's the cas§, I've lived pretty long in this count ry and I think it's 
half and half. 

Q. Do you think you would do anything against the United Sat es if you were out-
side this Center? 

A. No. 

Q. I was wondering whether you have fully made up your min d ¿bout the induction 
decision. 

A. I don't, know. I don't know until I go to phoenix. I think I will make up 
my mind at the last minute. 

Q. Do you think your being in the army would change your mind about going back 
to Japan? 

A. This is a draft. I'm not on a volunteer basis, it's en tirely different. 
Ana so long as I am a citizen, I have to obey the country's l aws, I dor't 
think the Japanese Government is going to kick about that. They told the s* 
citizens before this war that as long as we are American ci tizens we have 
to fight for this country. 

Q. Who are "they"? 

A. The Japanese Government. I think I'm right abo^t that. 

Q. They guaranteed that they wouldn't hold that against yo u? 

A. If we don't do anything against Japan like being: a sov  Tf  T .m -

Q. So that phase of it doesn't bother you? 

A. I don't think so. 

Q. I was wondering how your wife feels about your going bac k. 

A. She feels the same about it. 

'a. She doesn't speak English? 

A. Mo, „ J all l „  t a t , , „  b „ k t h , „ .  s h . ^ 

* - ^ s s i ^ a r ^ - s r ™ - — 
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A. I never a&ked her about it. it's pretty hard to say. It' s kinda hard to 
answer induction or buck induction. 

Q. If you were in the army, would there be a worry in your m ind as to what part 
you raDairi might play in the war? 

A. Yes, 

Q. H-ve you registered your children for dqal citizenship ? 

A, No. 

Q. They were born before evacuation, weren't they? 

A, Yes. 

Q. So you could have registered them. 

A* l  b U t  ^ f ° r e t h S W S r 1 m S  J U s t l i k e  "V  d a d - I going to stay 
in this country. Since the war and evacuation came, it  Ka kes it tough for 

^ e a t h e W^ t e r y b ° , d y ^ a r t S  ° T e r ' " "  t 0 h a r d ' I don't w L t to maice the mistake my dad did, 

Q. Do you want to add anything to what you've already sai d? 

A.  How about my brothers? They got on the stop list and they  can't go out 
from here. 

Q. Have they applied for expatriation? 

A. Yes. 

Q. That's it. That's the reason. 

A. They can't go out? 

Q. When a person applies for expatriation, we aren't allowe d to let him go. 

On ce in a very very long time, we will allow a person to go a fter a hearing, 
but practically never, if they want to go out, the thing for them to do is 
to cancel their requests for expatriation. They should e ither plan to live 
in  th is  country until the war ends, or makes up their minds to see h ow con-
ditions are in both Jppan and the United States before go ing to Japan. 

What I'm afraid of is that during wartime, people go craz y. When they 
see a Japanese, maybe they feel like killing them or doing some harii. 

Q. In other word§, you are afraid of active discrimination after the war? 

A. Yes, that's the main point. That's war. You can't help tha t. 

Q. That's Entering your mind too. It's not entirely a matter of starting over, 
it's fear of what the American people will do to you after th e war? 
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A. Even if we're going to buy land, they won't sell it to you. After the war, 
if we start a business, some orazy people might come around and bother us. 
They can't go around and guard every Japanese. Naturall y, when we are all 
turned loose, some people might feel that way if their son s or husbands are 
killed in the war. I don't blame those people. 

Q* -P*«fii.e_hflhnvfii lite»-LhaL wligm fehen;. wax  and  Hj hoy Ions rtrl. There's A r* 
this mucji to remember j  atooufr  iff  Over five thousand PeggLe have gone out v 
In spite of the fact that there have been a large X&etrrfc -of war casulties 
there hasn't been any trouble. 

A. They won't come out and tell you. If on a streetcar some p eople might say 
dirty  Jap",  they just keep quiet. They might say, "jut I'm an Americ an" 

but they say, "You're a Jap". 

Don't you think that after the war people will lose som e of that feeling? 
Racial discriminatioh and prejudice is something that ca n't be solved right 
away. 

A. I think it's pretty hard to solve. We are entirely a diff erent color. We 
can go right among American epople and they can pick you ou t right away. 

Q. B^t after the ]pjp, in another year or so, people may be s o desirous of peace— 

A. I hope it settles like that. 

Q*  T h * r e  'stSftfr-micfe.  If you decide to change your mind at all, you are at 
liberty to do it.^I*u^gancancell all this out after think ing about it. We 
are cognizant of the probl̂ rr-4î t you just talked about.  The WRA's pro ram 
is directed against that. T h a t ^ ^ ^ t ' s program is largely pu blic rela-
tions. it's a Government prog-am to edt^N^•the American epople about the 
Japanese-Americans. That, in some sense, iTV^otec t ion  to ou and your 
.amily's future, and I think you ought to keep t h t ^ n mi nd.  "  If you should 
think about withdrawing yourrrequest for repatriation >*slease don't think 
I am trying to influence you. I just want you to see all  indifferent 
angles, and make up your mind completely. We will transmit thlNfco Wash-
ington. That will undoubtedly mean that you won't be gran ted l e a v e S W -
tnn 6 ' I , ^  1 8 r 0 0 m t h e r e '  y 0 U  be- transferred to Tule Lake. No§l 

^ ^  t 0 t h Q p 6 0 p l e a t T U l e Lak ®> the people in the 
Centers will be allowed  to.  go free. J K  P/f 

A hearing was adjourned at 9 : 30 a.m. 



WRA 
Inventigation for Lear« 
Clearance in Doubtful Cases 60.10 

1. This section supplement Section 60, 6, 6. of this Handbo ok by prescribing procedures 
to be followed in the case of applications for leave clea rance that present diffi-
cult problems of clearance because the files do not clea rly indicate eligibility for 
Indefinite leave* —Scope 

2- In each case in which the Director determines that the  facts submitted do not clearly 
indicate* the applicant's eligibility for leave clearance , the file or suitable parts 
thereof, including the application and all information av ailable to the Direotor 
about the applicant, will be returned to the center at whi ch the applicant then re-
sides, or last resided, under a transmittal letter ind icating specifically what 
factors raise doubt concerning eligibility and what furt her investigation is desired. 
Classes of cases that will be returned for further investig ation will consist of the 
following; 

A. Cases in which question 22 of the application (including t he Alternative quest-
lon for aliens)J 
1. was answered with an  unequal  if led negative or was not answered at all; 
2. was given a qualified answer and the qualification raises a real question 

concerning the applicant«* sympathies or loyalties? 
3. was originally answered negatively or with a qualifica tion and was subsequently 

changed either during or after the registration-

B. Cases in which the ̂ plicant has asked for repatriation or  wq>atriation, whether 
or not he subsequently retracted the request* 

C. Cases in which there is an adverse repart by the Federal Bur eau of Investigation 
or other Federal Intelligence Agency, A determination of wh at constitutes an 
adverse report in any particular case will be made by the D irectors. 

D. Cases In which the Japanese-American Joint Board establi shed In the Provost Mar-
shall General's office does not affirmatively recommend l eave clearance. 

Cases in which the implication or other material disclose s other information that 
in the Director's Judgment requires further explanation. 

. The Project Director shall have no authority to Issue Inde finite leave to any person 
whose file has been returned for further investigation p ursuant to this section until 
leave clearance has been authorised by the Director. 

. When a file is returned for further investigatinn the Proj ect Director shall notify 
the applicant. Where the applicant has not been segregat ed and resides within the 
center or is temporarily outside the centerfor a period not  exceeding 30 days there-
after on short-term or seasonal work leave, such notice sha ll specify the times and 
place of an interview In the center with the applicant for t he purpose of explaining 
the reasons for further Investigation and obtaining addit ional information from the 
applicant. Where the applicant is outside the center for a periosd not expiring within 
30 days, such notice shall indicate that the appropriate Re location Supervisor has 
been notified and will interview the applicant for the nur pose stated above. Where 
the applicant has been segregated he shall be notified th at no further action will 
be taken on his ap llcation for leave clearance until he app lies for such further 
investigation as is provided for herein. 

. Each applicant whose file has been returned for furthe r investigation and who has hot 
been segregated, regardless of whether he has pedning an ap plication for indefinite 
leave or whether he applies for such further investigati on as is provided for herein, 
shall be given one or more interviews, and such further inve stigation shall be made 

X/JiAiCi/c  i /?. J. 



may appear appropriate, in accordance with the procedure h ereinafter set forth« 

Sach Project Director shall designate not less than three a nd not more than fire 
members of his staff to assist him in making further inv estigations under this 
se flkion. Such memebers shall be among the ablest of the staff* Qua lified persons 
may be found in 3uch positions as those of Assistant Proje ct Director» Chief of the 
Division of Community Services, and the Project Attorne y. 

The Project Director  and the investors designated  by himshall personally conduct 
all necessary investigation at the center with respect to cases returned to the cente 
under this section, including ¿ill necossary interviews with each applic ait* The Pro-
ject Director and the investigators may, at the discretion o f the Project Director» 
sit as a board in conducting investigations and interviews in particular cases, or 
they m̂ jr be assigned cases individual y. It is highly desira ble that the Project 
Director personally undertake the investigation of at lea st some of the cases* 
In assigning cases  :  mong the investigators, the Project Director shall consi der their 
current work load, particular cases, and other relevant f actors* 2!he Project Direc-
tor shall call frequent meetings of the investigators so as to afford an opportunity 
for interchange of experience and advice on common problems * 

The Project Director shall assign the oases and initial int erviews shall be held 
within 10 days after receipt of the request for further in vestigation, or the re-
turn of the evacueeto the project, as the case may be* At the beginning of the in-
terview the investigator shall Inform the applicant of the purpose of the interview 
and confront him, to the extent not prohibited by the Dire ctor in returning the file 
for further investigation, with the facts that throw doubt u pon his eligibility for 
indefinite leave. The investigator shall then question th e applcant in detail about 
the questionable material in the file and do whatever is nec essary to get a full 
and a complete explanation» He shall particularly ascertai n whether the applicant 
can adduce any substantiating documents or testimony th at would be useful, and, if 
so» shall adjourn the interview for such time as may be neces sary for the applicant 
to obtain the documents or produce the witnesse * Witnesses may be interviewed 
separately in the discretion of the investigator-

Additional  interviewBshall be held whenever subsequent investigation brings to light 
evidence  which the  applicant may  be able to refute or explain, exospt where to do 
so would reveal confidential sources 6f information* 

Reliable and articulate interpreters shall be present at al l interviews in which 
the applicant or any of his witnessess has any noticeable l anguage difficulty* 
Wherever possible a capable stenographer should be presen t to take and transcribe 
a full record of the proceeding* When that is not possible th e investigator shall 
take full notes throughout the interview and at its conclus ion shall prepare 
a full summapxy of the testimony, containing the substance s of the questions and 
answers, and all material facts presented. Any exhibits t hat may have been presented 
as evidence ty the ap licant shall be attached to the rec ord or summary* 

The investigator shall make such investigation at the oent er prior to the interview 
as may seem desirable* Except where the evidence brought  forth at the interview 
affords clear and convincing proof of the applicant's eligi bility or ineligibility 
for leave clearance, the Investigator shall thereafter che ck the project employment 
internal security, school and other records that may throw l ight upon the doubtful 
is8ues,and question all project of lcials who may know th e apolicant or any of his 
Immediate family. Discreet inquiry among the applicant's a cquaintances in the center 
is also desirable. The investigator shall make full notes d uring the process of 
his investigation^ and prepare a detailed report of his find ings» denoting the source 
of each item of information. The report should indicate so fa r as possible the per-

7^0/S* 
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sonal history and social background of the applicant, his hi story before evacuation 
and in the assembly center and in the relocation center, an d factors that may have 
raised the doubt about eligibility for indefinite leave, th ere possible, siLed 
statements of project officials or evacuees based on perso nal knowledge should be 
obtained* 

a. Where the applicant is a transferee from another conte r and the evidence brought 
forth at the interview does not afford clear and convincing p roof of the applicant's 
eligibility or ineligibility for leave clearance, the In vestigator shall, through 
the Project Director, communicate with the Project Direc tor of the center of former 
residence, setting forth fully and clearly the questiona ble issues and the sources 
of information which should be investigated at such center. It shall be the duty 
of the Project Director of such center to cause such an inves tigation to be made 
promptly and thoroughly and to return a full and detailed re port thereon, denoting 
the source of each item of information, to the Project Dire ctor of the center of re-
sidence at the earliest practicable date. Such report shal l be considered by the 
investigator with all other evidence and data that his proj ect investigation has 
revealed* 

H. Where the applicant whose file is returned for further investigation is outside the 
center on leave which will hot expire within 30 days, the Pr oject Director shall 
notify the ap licant as provided in Section 60.10.4 above, At the same time he shall 
forward the file and the Director's transmitted letter to th e Helocation Supervisor 
for the area in which the applicant is residing. Within 10 d ays after receipt of 
the mat-rial forwarded ty the Project Director the Belocati n Sup rvisor shall in-
terview the applicant. In doing so she skaik M i i m l he shall c onform to the pro-
cedure prescribed in Paragraphs C to S abowe. The Transcri bed record or summazy 
shall oe transmitted to the Project Director within 5 days  after the last interview, 
together with the supervisor's notes of sources of informat ion revealed at the inter-
view. could not be investigated at the place of interview. The Helocation Super-
visor may call upon * Helocation Officer in his area to condu ct any such interview. 

I. Ike project investigator may make such investigation a t the cneter prior to receipt 
v 2 J r ®s u l t 9 o f t h e  interview as may seem desirable. Bxcept where the evidenc e 

a i *?? clear and convincing proof of the applicants 
eligibility or ineligibility for leave clearance, the inv estigator shall conduct 
further investigation as prescribed in Paragraphs J and 0 above. Where such inves-
tigation brings to light evidence which the ap licant ma y be able to refute or ejplai 
the Investigator, through the Project Director, may refer s uch evidence to the Belo-
catlon Supervisor and request that an additional intervie w be had or the applicant, e 
except where to do so would reveal confidential sources of information, any addition 
al interview shall be conducted and reported as provided in Paragraphs C to B above. 

Immediately upon completion of an investigation the invest igator shall review all 
the evidence and prepare his recommendations concerning th e granting or denial of 
indefinite leato to the aoplicant. «e shall incorporate th ese recommendations into 
the applicant's files, together with all records, summari es, exhibits, letters, notes, 
of infornation sources not investigated, and other materi al adduced as  a result of 
the Interview and other investigation, and shall  thereupon submit the file to the 
Project Director. The Project Director shall immediatel y review the file and pre-
pare his own recommendations for incojp oration therein . Where the investigator sit 
as a board and the recommendations are not unanimous in thei r conclusions, the re-
commendations of the minority shall be incorporated in the file. 

The filet of these cases, including all recommendations and material adduced through 
the investigation, shall be transmitted to the Director ae soon as possible after oom-

pletion of the investigation, preferably in groups at oon conient intervals. Bach trans-
mission shall be sent under cover of a transmittal letter i n duplicate, giving the in-

/O.JT ^ 
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formation In the form at indicated belowi 

A* Aamber of cases transmitted herewith 

Humber of cases previously transmitted 

Total number of cases transmitted to date 

B. Listing of case3 transmitted 

Qiven family Citizen- Sex Age Oase fleoommendailon 
Names Amber ship Classif. of Project Dir. 

<2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7)  (8) 

For the purpose of this record, & "case" consists of an indi vidual whose record 
has been sent to a project for investigation as a doubtf ul o<se under the terms of this 
Handbook. 

Under the name of each "case" listed above, list all of the members of his family 
group including children under 17, omitting entries in co lumns (7) and (8) for those 
whose individual cases have not been taken up by the inves tigators. Insofar as practi-
cable, all cases in the same family (i.e. husband and wi fe, and parents and children) 
***** should be listed and transmitted at the same time. Un der oolumn (7) indicate^ 
which of the categories in 60.10.2 constitute the reason for re-examination or hearings 
thus a negative answer to question 28 would be designated «A( l) M| repatriation 
cases "B"; adverse report \rj Intelligence agencies "C"; et c Some eases may include 
more than one category, in which the an ropriate combinatio n should be entered, as for 
example, "A(3), C. D". Under column (5) "Xes" may be used to indicate the Project 
Director's recommendation that indefinite leave be grante d, "Hd"that it not be granted. 

7/20/43 
Supersedes A. I. #22 



EXHIBIT VI 

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 

pol.-raq9 R i m Pfr9.1t<?t 
(Center) 

Aygftgt 3.4g 
(Date) 

, John Doe 
• Block 00-1-A 
. Poston, Arizona 

Dear Mr. Matsiiura: 

This is to advise you thit on the basis of the interview and 
hearing conducted by the Review Board for Segregation, yo u will 
remain in this center pending furth r hearing. 

If, after further hearing, it is determined that you are to 
be denied leave clearance, yni will be transferred tc the T ule 
Lake Center, 

If leave clearance is granted, you will be eligible for leav e, 
or may remain in this center. 

Very truly yours, 

\ Wad? Hea4 
Project Director 
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The Review Board of Leave Clearance held the first serie B of hearings 

in the Local Council office in the Unit Administration Build ing for those 

who changed their answers to the questions 27 and 28 from "no " to "yes" in 

the hearings conducted by the Review Board for Segregati on. According to 

Len Nelson, the Unit I administrator, they finished heari ngs yesterday for 

fourteen persons including two women. Each person took up from 30 minutes 

to one hour and half for him to answer the questions in his d ocket, which 

werê  sent from Washington and the questions are different i n each docket. 

The team which conduct  >d  the hearings yesterday was composed of Len Nelson 

and Ralph Drennen, who worked until about nine o'clock in the evening. 

The administration has 48 dockets on hand to be heard and is receiving new 

dockets every day from Washington. 

The Review Board for Leave Clearance, not to be confused wit h the Review 

Board for Segregation, had its members appointed by the Project Director 

about a month ago, and since then has been preparing the ma chinery. The 

membe s also served on the Review Board for Segregation, w hich was very busy 

with its work until two weeks/ago. 

There have been a few cases heard by the boeard and the decis ions were 

sent to Wade Head as the recommendation of the board in the p ast two weeks. 

However, according to Roy Furuya, the Executive Assistant t o Nelson, the 

cases a]ready heard were only for the persons who answere d "yes" to the 

question 28 and "no" to the question 27. The hearing held yes terday was 

the beginning of the series for those persons who answere d "no" to the both 

questions 27 and 28. 

It is required by the WRA instruction that two members of th e board sit in 

at each hearing, unless it is a doubtful one, in which case al l the members 

of the hearing board may be present. The board reports its f inding and sends 

its recommendation to the Project Director. The Project Di rector then sends 
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his recommend .tions which may or may not agree with that of t he board to "Iyer, 

who has the final right to grant or deny the clearance. If it i s denied, the 

person is segregated, in the  same,  a® those persons who refused to change their 

answers to the questions  27 and 28 in the hearings conducted by the Review 

Board fro Segregation. After the hearings have been complet ed, it is expected 

that every one who remains in the relocation centers will be eligible for 

leave clearance. Vitfa the departure of E. R. Miller, the former Director of 

Police, the board now consists of Ralph Gelvin, Giles Zimmer man and the Unit 

Administrator of the camp in which the resident being heard resides. Ted 

Haas is the chairman of the board. 

Some of the persons who appeared before the borad complaine dt 
JL^J 

1. "They sure p&ked^qufestions. It reminds me of the stor ies we heard 

from the Issei who were questioned by the F B I at the outbre ak of was," 

2. "They asked lots of silly questions. Do they have to ask t hose questions?" 

5. "Those guys who answered "yes" to the questions at the ti me of regis-

tration contrary to their own conviction are getting off e asy. Now, be-

cause I changed my answers, I am put through cross examinat ion. Some of those 

questions are tough to answer.  r They asked,  f %cih side do you think win the 

war? 1 and  1  M c h side do you want to win the ar? !  Can you answer those 

questions? Hot me." 

I talked with Roy Furuya and discussed the hearings and their questions, 

Roy i'uruya informed me that after they asked the question, * %ich side do you 

think will win the war", he asked Kelson, "You ask the quest ion to me." As 

Nelson had repeated the question, Furuya replied, "I don' t know who is going 

to win the war. D 0 you? God only knows," Then he added, "Thyquestion should 

1, Roy Foruya, the Executive Assistant to Nelson, is sittin g in the hearings 
as one of two official observers representing the evacuee s. (Cf. Segregation 
Release 4a) 
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be refrained to '%ich side do you  jfahink=*fcil  win the ar?'" Nelson then asked 

the revised question. "Really, even I would hesitate in ans wering those quest-

ions ; , This Japanese are hon t people. It is very difficult for them to lie, and 

if they lie that shows on thier faces, W® know how we all fee l. But at the time 

like this we must give them the kind of answers they want, 

"There were lots of Kibei yesterday, who don't speak Engli sh very well, 

I told them to speak entirely in Japanese; then I would be abl e to interpret 

them just right for them, X changed many answers for them, but X don't think 

they appreciate it. I am afraid they were thinking that I was  spying on them," 

At this point Jo, the manageress, who joined in the convers ation, interrupted 

and said, "You should quit that job. That's too dangerous. A nd I don't think 

those Japanese appreciate you, I bet some of them think you a re an 'inu," 

"Oh, that's all right. As long as some of them know what I am doing that's 

all right. I am satisfied because I am convinced that I am wor king for the 

pood of the Japanese," Furuya continued. "Lots of times the Japanese don't 

answer the questions spontaneously. They hesitate and hes itate and the 

questioners think it's funny. Some of them yesterday couldn 't see the full 

implication of some of the questions. They told me the questi ons were silly, 

lien they asked,*%y did you change your answers to the quest ions 27 and 28?" 

they should have answered, "Because I am a loyal American. f  Instead they went 

into a long  talk,  saying "I was brought up all my life in America" and "I was 

educated in America" and"I was always associated with Ca ucasian friends" and all 

that. I told them before they went in that at the time like this you couldn't 

help it even if you lied; give themfthe answers they want, if y ou did not wish 

to be separated from y ur family. I know it's hard to l ie, especially on 

these questions, they got to do it. 

"Quite often the trouble was they understood a little En glish and they 

•answered once in a while in English. And in these cases they  gave damaging 
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answer*. They should know that I am out there to interpre t for them. They 

should speak in Japanese so that I can answer the questions  for them. 
C^U-^ L+th^L  ) 

"If they,find out about what I was doing, my neck will be gon e," Furuya 

continued. "After the hearing last night I called Nelson,' Mr. Martin Dies'. 

He didn'£ like it. He said, 'Were we as bad as that ?'* *Then Nelson added 

on the second thought,'I can't help it, although I hate to d o it. Its black 

and white in the instruction from Washington.'" 

Returning to the subject of the questions, Furuya reported , "They asked 

one guy this questions 'Suppose Japan is victorious and I MS invaded this 

country. Suppose you are convinced that America has no cha nce. In such a 

case are you still willing to side with America and fight f or her?' This 

guy couldn't answer that for a long time, although he finally answered 'yes'. 

I knew it was a damn lie, but you can't help it. If y<>u don't a nswer, they will 

write down'no answer'. And at Washington  %hey  will throw the paper out right away. 

mmmMttrnm 

Later,  in the corridor I met Nelson and Addres ed him, "Hello, G estapo!" 

He knew what I meant. He retorted immediately, "Hell, I can' t help. Those 

questions wore sent down from Washington. I am trying to hel p ev^ry one who 

comes before me. In fact, I told two of them yesterday how t o answer. But, 

d a m it. They didn't answer the way I told them to." 

M i m m u m M M M b 

via Mas Kawashima, the chairman of the Executive Board: 

I saw the questionair blanks sent from Washington. The boa rd is not 

following strictly to the instruction here. They are not as king many questions. 

Nelson is taking it seriously. He told me: "Those going to Tu le Lake in 

October are going there on their own accord. Now we are hoar ing the cases 

of those who have changed their answers Before the Review B oard for Serre-

gation. If they were Judged disloyal, by us, they will be sent to Tule Lake. 
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It means that they are sent by us forcibly to Tule Lake, '%it are we to 

judge the future destiny of these peopled We don't know what t hey really 

think deep down in their heart. And we will never know that." 

m m m m m m m u # 

The Executive Committee of the block managers was calle d in an emergency 

session in the conference room,the Unit Administration Bu ilding this morning. 

Before the meeting began, Tom Sakai, the Block Managers 1 Supervisor, was 

talking about his name being on the stop list ae- he returned from Japan after 

1355. He has been trying to get a short term leave to the Mi ddle West. Nelson 

J*. 
remarked jocularly, "You are not Aonly one who's on the stop list." Then 

- A 
pointing his finger at Hoy turuya said, "Look at that guy. He is on the 

A 
3top list, too. Yeah, he is in the group 5. lie is supposed b e a Shinto 

priest. There is another Shinto priest right there, too." H e pointed at 

Taro Akutagawa, the block manager of 4, who is a son of a f armer. All the 

people in the room went into uproarious laughter. 

"Just imagine," Kelson continued, "According to the Washî ton crackpots 

we have 365 Shinto priests in this camp." 

The business of meeting commenced, Kelson explained that the residents 

are requesting to raove into larger living quart rs as so m any people are 

leaving to Tule Lake and many apartments will be empty. S ome of them "came to 

my house in the evenings demanding more rooms. Of course, X sent them back, 

telling them that the block managers have the final say an d I can't do anything 

1. On September  2 % e r sent a new amendment to the leave regulations. It said 
that the Project Director cannot grant indefinite leave i n advance of leave 
clearance to a U S male citizen who has returned from Japan to the United 
Sates since Jan.. 1» 1955, if he is in one of the following ca tegories! 
1. He lived in Japan ten years of more after reaching 6 years of age. 
2. He received all of most of his education in Japan after r eaching 15 years 

0 f  ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ « ^ l ^ c i & g o ^ i t ^ ^ , of which Group 5 inoludas all 
the Shinto priests. 
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without their consent." Kelson explained th t after segreg ation the .opulation 

of some block will be way do*n; for instance, Block 5 and Bloc k 6 will have 

about 140 people each. The Unit Administrator requested th e Executive Committee 

to formulate a definite pol'cy to spread out population thr oughout camp. The 

solution ns a little more complicated because 

1/  yr.nr/"  requests oame from Tuie Lake askine for permission to -»ov e to 

Poston to .loir their frien « or r>lativ»=s. The ••roject is grantln? their r quests . 

2, most of t 1 ¿5  residents would rot desire to move as they can not remod el 

lm1.de without available lumber  .  The families which woul< 5 desire^to other 

blocks are those not popular v'.th other block residents. "They ire urvally 

irresponsible oeople, trouble ™ kers, or selfish eople." 

It was announce-' by  1  el son that according to tèe' estimate of the housing 

Department aft r sepreg. ti on the following bl cks will be ov erpopulated, taking 

residents as average per blockt 

Blocks 2, 55, 15 14 lß, 17. 26, 50, 51, 55, 56, £8, ?9 4?, ¿5 , 
55, 54, 59 

'¿he committee decided to akk the residents of these block s if they wish to 

move to oth r underpopulated blocks, -he deadline to req uest such T>ves 

was set on October 15. After the de diine the underpopulated b locks "ill 

be permitted to spread out their own residents within th eir own blocks, 

in order to pacify the managers of the underpopulated  blocks,^ the  m Inasrers 

of tire overpopulated blocks .mist not send out the tndes irables. It was 
cdUo 

agreed^that the former should contact the latter before the transfer, ghn? 

the detailed description of the families  7/ishin^ to transfer. She manager 

of 6 stated- "I havG accepted tliree families from other bloc's so l'-r, but 

all of them turnet'; out to be selfish people or trouble make rs. I don't want 

any nor new people coming in." The sentiment was also express ed by the 

managers of 21 and 12. 



SaAz** ¿¿turn 

SEPTEMBER 25 — (l) 

Len Nelson, the Unit Administrator, Hoy Furuya, the Execu tive Assistant, 

and I were discus ing about the hearings of the Review Board  of Leave Clearance. 

Nelson was again emphatic in saying that they were not grilli ng the inter-

"To the question, 'Why did you change your answers? 1 they should say, 

'I believe in ̂ e democratic principles. This is my country.  I intend to 

remain in this country after the war 1 " Nelson explained, "Instead one fellow 

said, "I want to relocate. % father has been supporting me al l this time, 

but now I want to earn my own living. 1 That's no good. We are not the one 

to decide the case. e just send in our recommendation. It 's the Washington 

office which gives the final decision." 

Nelson contimued, "Drennen fired a question like this to a fe llow, "1 

country do you want to win the war? 1 The fellow couldn't answer for a long 

time. Finally he said, 'I haven't decided that yet.' You kn ow that answer 

W 

is no good, % e n the paper goes up to Washington, they will thr ough- it out. 

They will say we better keep him here. They are all simple qu estions, so 

why can't they answer them simply? They usually ̂ vade the m ain point and 

talk and talk without hitting the nail." 

At this point Roy Furuya interrupted Nelson, "The Japane se people a e basi-

cally honest and can't tell lies. It's hard for them to say  anything which 

they don't believe in," 

"I am not asking them to lie," Nelson retorted, "All they hav e to do 

is to answer the questions. They don't have to answer, The re were two per-

sons who fired their answers back at us. When one of them wa s asked, 'Why did 

you change your answers?' she snapped back immediately, ' I didn't change my 

answers. I an sored yes to the questions, but the interview er (at the time ,  k*. 

of the registration) put down "no's." The other boyJK rattl ed thofrr answers 

right off.,,.." 

Nelson also informed me that besides those cases heard on l ast Thurs-
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day, Ralph Gelvin (The Associate Project Director) and Kel son as a team heard 

six cases previously as emergency those who bid to go out I mmediately. 

""e left the office when Drennen came in. As we walked out, F uruya said, 

"That guy Drennen is a con&ientious objector. He stood on rel igious ground. 
A 

But he doesn't  go  to church or he doesn't look religious at all. The F B I 

is trailing him aŝ ciraft dodger," (I failed to understand w hy a concientious 

objector could be free in this center.) 

About another member of the board Giles Zimmerman, the chie f of the 

Employment Division, Furuya reported, "Zimmerman asked t his question in a 

preliminary hearing ( conducted by the Review Board of Segr egation),'Supp se 

yiou are all alone on an island , 10 feet in circumference. S uppose simultane-

ously an American ship and a Japanese ship came there in dis tress. Which side 

would  you  help? 1 The man before the board -answered, 'You can't imagine yo ur-

self on an island of such small size. That is too fantasti c even to imagine, 

Instead, you ahould say, 'Suppose two ships, American and Ja panese respective-

ly^stranded on an tninhabited island, which side would yo u help?' 'The Î will 

answer the question this way. I will  say,  "If I came on the American ship 

I will help the American side and  if  I came on the Japanese ship I will help 

the people on the Japanese ship.*' He was a smart fellow." 

t^MiMMMM^MMiiM 

A man from the Evacuee Property Division was going around from block to 

block with a platform scale weighing the checkable baggages of the segregants. 
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In the same issue the Chronicle reported that the Review Board heard 

125 cases up to date. 

Leave clearance hearings were held the first three days of th is 
week, according to Ted Haas, chairman of the Leave Clearan ce Board, 
and then the board will probably a joura until after segre gation. 

125 cases had been heard up to last week, and it was expected that 
an additional 50 would be disposed of this week in the three u nits, with 
Messrs. Haas, ¿iramerman, Brennen, and Kelson in Unit I; Mes srs. Granu 
fore and *iaas in Unit II sitting at the hearings. Unit III w ill have 
no hearings this week. 

About  ZOO files have been received from Washington so far  H r 
Haas said, and the boa*d will probably hear about 700 in all.' 



In conversing with Haas, who is also serving as the chairman of the R©-

view Board for Leive Cioarance,^ showed considerable uneas iness about wh t 

the community might be connenting on the hearings conducted  by his board. It 

wis evident that Haas was aware of criticisms by the residen ts. "If you were 

the chairman, who would you put on the board?" he asked me . I suggested thit 

Wade Head would be the best iter son to bo on the board, al though that is im-

possible.  VI©  agreed that Edward Spicer, or Dr.  Cunjy,  or Hell Fidley would 

bo most adapted to the duty although they were not here an y longer. 

Haas stated that his team composed of himself and Zimmerma n takes extra 

pain to explain to the interviewees that they do not Intend t o grill them. 

The question« had been sent from •'ashinp-tor and they are performing  t'  eir 

duty by as" ing those question. hen they ask questions on re location, which 

also appear on the questionaires, they preface them wit h a statement that 
A 

they do not intend to force any one to relocate. They try to ai t the eva-

cuees at ease before they start questioning. 

/hen I infomed him that most of the criticisms were directed against the 

other team of Mel son and Kalph Drennen, he showed a sign of r elief. Nelson 

is setting each hearing, as Haas reported, at the interval s of fifteen minutes 

" e take that much time to finish our preliminary. They a re through by the 

tine we .»et started," the attorney said. Haas mentioned th at he would warn 

Nelson and Drennen to take more time. It was introsting to n ote that Eaas 
Z1 

has been disturbed by some criticism against Drennen from e vacuees. 

titmmm-; m m m . -mm* 



The Poston Chronicle today reported that there are 46 paers ons awaiting 

their leave clearance hearings. It sijp&i 

There are 46 cases awaiting hearings from the Leave Cleara nce Roaring 
Board, Ted Haas, Chairman of the Board, said 19 in Unit I,/ 6 in 
Unit 2 and 11 in Unit 3. More files ere expected from Wash ington, how-
ever, he declared. 

Unit  2 has had the most cases so far, he added. 

Hearings, which were interrupted because of the Segregat ion move-
ment, will be resumed next week. 

A story was eircultaing  s a m e  r e s i s t » , , B p e c i a l l y  ^ ^ 

K l b 9 1 ' ^  t h 8 A d m i n i s t r a t ion made a  n e w s t o p l l s t ( a  ^ ^ ^ 

who are denied of leave elegances until they ha A heard an, aj udged by 

the Review Board for Leave de^ance.) X t w a a o l a i m e d  ^ ^ _ _ 

have been added to the old list. Some  nf tau  * 
0ffie o f t h e K ib ®i were greatly concerned 

about it. 

I inquired of K e l s o n t h l s m o r n i n g l f t h i s b e  ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

OCTOBER 15 — (2) 

Unit Administrator, the old stop list was revised and a new on e was made yester 

day. But only change in the new one is a deletion of the names o f the persons 

who had been segregated to Tule Lake. Insofar as he knew no new person has 

been added to the list. 



The Post on Chr oni c l e t oday r epor t ed as f o l l ows : 

Appointed recently in Washington by Director Dillon S. % e r was 
a leave clearance review committee which will study and cla ssify th^ 
the fi.es which are sent from the projects. Final approve o r denial 
of leave clearance will be based on Known facts and the comm itters 
tecomr.iendations. 

HAadMNby Robert K. Thurber, »RA Leave Officer, the review board 
includes Solon T. Kimball, C. M. Featherston, and Allan W e y , 
larlcley will be remembered as the Reports Officer from Was hington who 

was in .oa^on not so long a*o to aid in the transfer of the Post on 
w^ronicle from Co imunity Enterprises to  WA sponsorship 

Leave clearance hearings, which ?rere temporarily discon tinued 

pegl ' egat i°S:  w c r e r e s u m e d i n U n i t 1 1 1  this w*ek with Messrs, 
Zimmerman,  Burge and Drennen, according to Ted Haas, chairman of the 
leave clearance hearing board, 

.. ,, 100
H

neW i'ile. were received from Washington on Saturday, Oct ober 
11,  "r,  Haas reported. ' ' 

fomn Mii-m; urn 



N E W L / L E MB E R S 

A D O E O T O B O A R D 
S i X n e w members were 

added to the Leave 
Cle a ranee Bea ring 
Board on Oct. 20 by 
Project Director Wade 
Head after hi$ return 
from Washington, in 
accordance with the n 
WRA policy of speedin 
up hearings on the ne 
dockets as they are 
sent down. 

Those named are Wal-
ter Balderston,Pauline 
Brown,Frances Cushman, 
Arthur harris, Dallas 
McClaren and Dr. John 
Powell. The board, 
chairmanned by Ted 
Haas, now has thirteen 
members including the 
unit a dministrators 
Moris Burge,L en Nelsaa 
and James Crawford; 
Ralph Gelvin, Giles 
Zimmerman and Ralph 
Drennen, executive se-
cretary. 



OCTOBER 51 — (l) 

Tlie following information on the leave procedure for t he persons on 

the stop list was obtained form lied Haas, the Project Attorn ey: 

In Poston persons who belong to the following categories ar e now on 

the stop list for relocation and are scheduled for thi|^ he a rings by the Re-

view Board for Leave Clearance. 

1. Open. This classification ha6 caured much confusion an d h; st  been 
struck out. 

2. Ptaesons who answered "no-no", "no yes",  oi\  qimlified answers in 
Form 304  / 

5. Repatriates and expatriates who withdrew their applica tions 
4. Paroleee fro> the Detention Camp „ 
5. This category was formerly for the T-ĥ to priests, which dr< s so 

much comments. It h  6 been struck cut and nov; No. 5 a] lies to 
male citizens who have returned from Japan to this cou ntr y 
since ffan, 1, 1055, if they have lived in Japan for 10 years or 
more after the ago of six or if they received all or most o f 
their formal education in Japan after the age of 15. 

8. The Washington stop list 
The project stop list 

8. Those persons who expressed their desire to join intern ees at 
Chrystal City. 

In other relocation centers there are thirteen categorie s. The procedure 

at Poston is as follows 

Names are sent to feshijgton. Washington collects all data available 

there«, Then the dockets are sent back to the project. The pr ocedure ifter 

this is set forth in the following memorandum, which was borr owed from Haasj 

September 20, 1945 

MEMORANDUM TO: Members of the Hearing Board on Leave Clea rance 

FR^* Theodore H. Haas, Chairman of Hearing Board on 
Leave Clearance 

SUBJECT: Procedure of Board 

The following rough draft is tentative and subject to revi sion 
after suggestions of the members of the board. Amendments to the 
leave handbook are being prepared by the Washington office , which 
will detail the specific factors to be covered in the proje ct leave 
clearance investigation«, Suggested forms of questions* will be  ' 
included. 

1. The executive secretary of the board shall receive co n-
fidential files cent from Washington for le ve clearance he rings, 
a fa/  note tie date of their receipt in pencil on the right hand co mer 
of the covering letter. 

2. Upon receipt he shall prepare a liat of the cases received 
and send a copy to the chief of the employment division. 
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5. The chief of the employment division will  ;  lace on the 
stop  list 11 persons on the list prepared try the executive sec retary 
not previously infthat c tegovy. The chief of era Torme nt divis'.oi 
will  c lect project files 01 the applic nt, including project em-
ployment, internal security, school, family welfare, and o ther records 
which may throw light on doubtful issues. 

4. The chief of employment division will notify the executi ve 
secret ry of the name of r-ny  transferees, perrons  on leave, or 
segreg  nts. 

5. If the applic *nt h  :s  been transferred to another project, 
the file -ill be sent  by  this center  r s project director in  a letter 
preparer"  by the executive secret  ry  to  th.)  project director there f, 
If  the  applic nt will not return  to  the project for more  than ?C  d:yr, 
the f le should be sent  to  the relocation officer in order that he 
may conduct a he ring, :nd subait recomaendat'ons to  the  project 
director. If the applicant has been  segregated  pursuant to the 
hearing  of the segregation  board,  the f i e  will  be sent t l&chiBgton 
with  a  notation "Segreg nt" on the right hand corner. The  date  of 
the receipt of the f l e wiV be erased  before  transmittal of any 
files  fr m this center, 

6. The executive secretary  will prep re a  list of the remaining 
cases  which raust  be heard  by the board in  alphabetical order  by unit?, 
nd who  will also rep- ire a  card on which  will  be recorded  the  docket. 

7. The executive secretary shall  deliver the  file  sent  fron 
Washington as  well  as  the project  f'les  to  the  unit  admiiistrators, 
who will  Veep  them in  a  locked  file case ending the completion  of' 
the board's  worV  on the c se, 

8. The unit administr  .tors  will  schedule the  hearings  *n not 
more  than ten deys  after  the receipt  of  th  cafe  and  af s Son  ,n 
possible. If possible, h  ;  ring will bo  s  cheduled  in the afternoon or 
eveninr, 

0, If feasible, th  ap  lie nt  will be  ;  iven  -  ev  ral d  yr 1 

notice. 

20. Through the executive secretary  the  unit  drainistrator? 
will call upon another member of th« board to attend the hea ring.-. 

11. During the interval before the hea ing  of  the c se, the 
board morah rp  or  one member may nvke sveh interviews  a- may  be  deemed 
no-ce ry. The invest,ig tio: sho Id include the interview* of -roject 
official s  who  kl  cw  the applicant  or  residents _t  the center  wh o a e 
acquainted with hirr or his  immediate  family, 

11.  A s soon  as such  interview  h-s  been finished, the members 
of the beard wil  "  prepare  a ru ary  of  each interview,  design ating 
each interview  separately r an  exhibit. He will alro  re'  ue t project 
cfflciàls or re siéent f for  statement? regard in r  the  ai  lie mt r.btèh 
will be showed in the file  as  exhibits, 

12, Two member, of the board wil sit in all cases. If the 
two rnemb rs  are  i: doubt, they wil refer the case for the act  on  of 
the whole board it the next meeting. 
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14, A plic nts will be advised by the unit admiaistrators of 
the date scheduled f r the hearing, 

15, The interview -ill be Informal nd the applicant wi 3 be 
riven full opportunity it the hearing, or subsequently to s ubmit any 
material or facts he desires to submit which © relev nt to t he i roue 
in question, 

16, The ap lie nt may have a representative  assi;  t him at the 
hearing " he desires, 

17, The board will meet periodically to coraider result of 
the interview ami h aring, to determine recommend  :;ti onr  in Uoubtful 
cases >nd to exchange su rostione coi cerning proceduree . 

Theodore H, Ea s 
Chairman of Hearing Board 
on Leave Clearance 

The executive secretary of the board is Ralph Drennen and th e master 

file is kept in his office in O&mp III, The applicant is noti fied of his 

hearing date about 5 - 5 days in advance. 

In Gila, it wag told, all persons leaving the project on indef inite 

leave must go through fee.rings the Committee of Leave irrespec tive of how 

they had answered the loyalty questions. In Poston, however , those who had 

.answered "yes-yes" are given their leaves without such h earings 

At first Washington requested only a resume of each case, not a com-

plete transcript, and the part of the testimony which had a decidjaigjbe ring 

for the board 1 s  recommendation. Haas, however, insi?;te£i from the beg inning 

to take a full testimony in shorthand and had two secret ¿ redoing the worlr. 

About three weeks ago Washington revised the instruction a nd now calls for 

a full transcript of each case. 

All the recommendation?* sent from Poston have been confir med by Wash-

irgton except two for the two cases Washington requeste d two days ago for 

more information, 

Tli© boys involved in the beating of the Caucasian in the :/ &int«nance 

Office (It should bo in Tamie»s file for the month of Aug ust) was given their 
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leave clearances. Ha:,s conducted t^r hearing for thera; he asked if they havo 

been involved in any other trouble before and after the inci dent. Having been 

convinced that they were law abiding citizens, Haas took th em off the project 

stop list. 

Ted KJ-'&S ntated, "If a Ja  «ane -  e come tip bofore :ne (the he rini» board) 

and tells me that he is loyal and always believed in democra cy, X hesitate 

in trusting him." Ho believes that the evacuation ha* lef t a scar on every 

U I 
Japanese, which can not heaWJPor jflHiMli j 

HOVSMBER 4 — (4) 

u m m u m m m 

^  I ? i k i n 0 '  t h e  ^ c i l a a n of Block  Zl,  told ne that he  l s  on tho 

project atop list. guess I was in Japan too long," ho said. He returned 

from Japan about 1951 ,ter ho had spent more than fifteen y ear«. He is 

about 55 years old. 
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Y came to see me whether he can get an Eastern Defense Cleara nce, 

He is a Xibei and claims to be twenty-five years of age. He we nt to Japan 

when he was about five years old. Then he returned to Americ a in September, 

1934, after nine years of schooling in Japan. He went to s chool in Califor-

nia for about two years and since then has © rned his living . Since May he 

worked in Denver on seasonal leave and came back recently to r eceive treat-

ment for hemorrhoid in the Poston hospital. «1 c a ^ a c k , beca use it costs 

too much money to get in a hospital on the outside," he fran kly admitted. 

I did not believe he can get the clearance and took him to see Ted 

Haas, the Project Attorney, to verify the matter. Haas wa s of the same opi-

nion. hen I asked him if it would be a good procedure had he appe ared be-

fore the Review Board (He is not on any stop list.), he asso rted that it would 

not help any. The Japanese-American Joint Board and the IR A are always fight-

ing as to the relocation and clearance policies. The Bo rd wou ld not recognize 

the recommendation of the project Review Board, "As far as w e are concerned, 

we think we are right in our policies of clearance, but the y don't think so," 

the Attorney lamented. I asked whether he should apply  for  ̂ clearance any-

way. «e replied that  the^  Board mostjLikely will return the application with 

an instruction to investigate the case further. In such a c ase, the man 

will be placed on the project stop list auto tatically unti l he can be cleared 

under the Administrative Instruction 
by the hearing board,. Haas advised Y not to tryjgct an East ern Defense 

y 

Clearance, because it will probably invite an unnecessary t rouble. Instead, 

he should go out to some city in the Midwest, then after a few months' work 

he should move to an Eastern city. 

Haas informed me that so f r twelve cases have received the con fir-

mations of the recommendations from the Review Board for Cle arance Bf Poston. 

Other numerous cases which had been heard by the board ar e yet to be decided 

in Washington. In addition, Washigton has refused one case a nd reversed 

the decision of the project here. The man who has been rejec ted is now on 
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an indefinite leave on the WRA authorization. As soon as th e project was notified 

of the decision, the Project Attorney recommended Washing ton to reopen the 

• ¿¿A r 

case to rehear mors evidences, which attempt  w.  s rejectee^ The case stands 

as it has been before — the boy on the leave and the leave cle arance denied. 

According to Haas similar wrangling» are going on about the clearance policies 
between the Joint Board and the 'RA, 

Aa we walked out of the room, Y was furious. "God  ' amn,  those stinking 
I wil go out and re sink the Nomandie," 

bastards  if  he roared, yet in the next breath he said, "I am not on the stop 

list by mere three months (September, 1954, January I, 1955, which is 

the H A rule). I think I better get out of here before the ¡RA  changes the 

rule.' Late in the aftornoon he went in the Leave Office and a ppll^/to 

go to Detroit on an invitation of the Relocation Officer . 

The following is a copy of the notice sent to the resident not ifying 

him of the date of his hearings 

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 

Colorado River Relocation Center 
November 8, 1945 

Str. John Doe 
101 - 9 - A 

Dear Mr. ffohn Does 

Direodnr % e r has asked me to make a recommendation to him 
regarding your eligibility for leave clearance. 

You are requested to appear at Dr. Powell 1, office for an 
interview and he ring with the hearing board for leave clear ance 
on Nov. 11, at 8i50 P. M. You may file with the board at the ti me 
of the he ring any recommendation or other document which mi ght as-
sist the board. 
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One Issei told rae the following story about his brother who had 

applied for repatriation in the beginning of February this year. He is still 

here awaiting his train for Tule Lake. 

Recently his brother was called before the hearing board to be ques-

tioned why he had decided to repatriate. He said the inte rviewers of the 

board tired to make him as comfortable as possible. They as ked many ir-

relevant preliminary, informal questions. Then one of th orn asked by spread-

ing a map of Tokyo in front of him where the source of the wa ter supply for 

the city is located. He answered he did not know, They looked at his paper 

in the docket and asked, "You are from Hiroshima, aren't you ?" He replied 

affirmatively. The** the interviewer asked where all the i mportant i /^n of 
i 

the prefecture are located. H again replied that he dicjU t know. Then 

they were curious why he and his wife d sired to go back to Jap an. He an-

swered simply that they had a son fifteen years old in Japan t oday and they 

¿ire anxious to join him as soon as possible. H@ said that he di d not wish 

to f ce the hearing board again if he could help it} it was not  a pleasant 

experience for him. 
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The Nisei who gave "no-neutral" answers to the loyalty qu estions 

and subsequently changed to "yes-yes" appeared before R r, Powell aa specified 

in the letter sent to him. (Cfs November 8, page 4) He did no t knot the 

second interviewer who was teamed with Powell. He reporte d that they asked 

him about six questions, of which one m s very difficult to reply, "One of 

them was very hard to answer. I did n't know how to answer when they asked, 

2 7 

» that would you do if you were in Japan and you were asked th e questions^? 

That is, if you are asked to foreswear your allegiance to America and at the 

same time Japan asked you to fight for her?' I thought a lit tle while and 

I said, »that dp ends how long you were in Japan, If you were i n Japan long-

ger than you had been in America,  "I  should think you would answer 'yes 1 to 

the question. But I spent more years in America and only a few years in Japan, 

and X would not foreswear my allegiance to this country. I w ould refuse to 

serve for Japan in the war 1." He said that Powell seem^ed to be satisfied. 

"Besides, he was my boss sometime ago and he knew me, so he he lped me," he 

stated. 
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Tn the evening X appeared before the Review Bo vd for J-ei. ve Clear-

ance on behalf of a Kibei in Block 45. The homing was  feelcl  from 7 P.M. in 

Dr. John Powell's office. The hearing board members were J ohn Powell and 

Athiir Main, the High School principal. 
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The applicant for the hearing, M, is about SO years old. He w as 

b o m in Seattle in 1915. At age of two he returned to Jap  ing  with his parentS. 

He went to an elementary school for seven years in Japan. Meanwhile, his 

parents had returned to the United States. In 1929 he return ed to Seattle 

and worked around the city until his father died in 1958. T hen, he came to 

Los .¿ngelfas and worked himself up to be the manager of a pr oduce market of 
"Proc/ace 

the Japanese produce chain stores, The  Three' £  tar  s^ Company.  He was:, married 

A 

to an Aljpeda Nisei girl. 

Powell to-'k charge of the questioning. He asked him of his birth date, 

his birth place, the date of his first return to Japan. He asked  1!  why his 

parents took Mia to Japan when he was two years old. M answere d he did not 

know. Powell asked why he decided to come back to America in 1 929. M re-

plied that his father was still in Seattle at the time and wa nted to rejoin 

him. M also stated that he went to school in this country fo r only half a 

year. He had not had an opportunity to go to school because he had to earn  h*S 

living. M was asked where he picked up Knglish. He said he p icked it up 

here and there} to this Powell commented,  1! V.ell, you speak pretty well for a 

person without a formal education." Powell, then, asked why he answered 

"neutral" to the Question 28 in last February. "It's this  way. The Nisei 

sergeant explained the question and asked me if I am loyal t o America. I said, 

'Yes*. Then he asked me "foreswear allegiance to the Japa nese  ftaperor'  or some-

thing like that. I didn't understand, so I asked him to  ex lain. The Nisei 

sergeant said, 'Are you willing to shoot the Emperor of Japan ^ or something 

like that. I said, 'I don't know.' Then he said, "Well, you are neutral then.' 

I said, "I guess so.' He put down 'neutral' to the question." 

At this point Powell remarked that he had come across s everal cases 

si iil̂ iT to this one. "lie seems to hare suggested many a nswers and in other 

cases he over dramatized the question." lie informed M and m e that he had writ-
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ten to ashington reporting the malhandling of the questi on by the Nisei ser-

geant. 

Powell, then, asked M ?rhy he had answered "no" to the Questi on  27. 

"How did you understand the question then?" Powell inquire d. "I understood 

the qustion — if I mint to join the Army. I told him X hare ve ry old iaother-

in-law and cripls wife. I told him I don't want to join. Then h o told me 

to put 'no'." 

12 was asked if' he was a dual citizen; to this he replied that  he had 

beun registered by his father and as far .s he knew he had been us atriated 

from Japan by his father before he died. Powell asked him if h e had re-

gistered his four and a half years old son with Japan, M emph atically de-

nied,  i? 0h, no. X don't want do that, I didn't do that and 1 will not d o it." 

. Pomll asked a hypothetical question, ufeat would you do if you saw 

sone  Jt, :  onese agonta/trying to dynumito * bridge." replied thu t he would 

W>4~j if 
try to stop 4»»-and would report^to the police. 

iain asked ¿Another "supposer", "V.li-t would your feelin g be if the Ja-

panese Array lias successfully invaded the Pacific Coast?" M replied, "I won't 

feel good. California was ay home, and if the Japanese Arr ay invade my home, 

I will feel pretty bad." 

"Would you help the Japanese -̂ rmy to establish their form of govern-

ment here?" Main asked. "No, no. I fight them if they ooiae  to Cixlifornia, 

that's my home," M answered. 

1.1  was asked if he intends to relocate. "Yes, I will if I find a job. 

X have to support my wife, my child, and my iaother~in~lav/. If I find some-

tiling 1 can do, sure.'' 

I'ouell elpiteu from 75 that he h_.a been working in this pr oject from 

the beginning, first as a block carpenter, then as a coo k in his messhall. 

'"lien their questiong was concluded, I asked to speak on hi s behalf for 

the record. 
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"I am the Block Manager of Block 45, where M resides. I hav e known 

¿as 
M since the time we arrived together in Pos ton. He worked for the block and 

A 

I found hira very trustworthy. X found him as a very consci entious worker. He 

has been working for the good of tho block. There are some pertinent facts 

about M which I would like to present for your record. 

"His wife is lame and physically disabled. He has a son, fo ur and a 

half year old. He has been supporting for some years his mot her-in-law, who 

is seventy-three years of age* Some weeks before the evacuat ion hée'wife one 

night suffered from an acute attack of asthma, which she was  chronically suf-

fering. Due to the Army curfew regulation, he could not get a doctor for his 

wife and had to spend an agonizing night for the family. In add itlonche was 

pregnant. It would be enough to enbitter any man. 

"A baby was born to them in July of 1942 in that torrid heat so me two 

months after the evacuation. It was a?\ Caesarean operati on, at that. The 

baby was very weak and needed some medical attention, which they could not 
ml v 

properly. Tou ramber, the hospital was not adequately equ ipped it that ti$e. 
p 

Some infection developed from the operation and she was hos pitalized again. To 

this day, I was told by her that she is not normal. The new born baby died 

in November, failing to develop normally, and due to some so rt of dehydration. 

"As I have said he is taking care of his old mother-in-law.  The way 

he is taking care of her I have nothing but admination. No doub t he is in-

tending to relocate. I have been advising him to do so. How ever, the pecu-

liar circumstance of his family must be const ©red and I wo uld hesitate to 

urge him too strongly to relocate. 

"This is tsifisrt case before the hearing board and I hope 

it would be the last, to appear as a witness. I believed thi s is a special 

case for which I should help  Gee -  him in whatever way I can, I am not appealing 

to you for your sympathy. But I am appealing to you to consi der the case 

placing yourselves at least once in his shoes," 
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They asked me to stay and I listened^ them dictate their reco mmendation 

on this case to Washington. They concluded it with the st atement, "To our 

mind there is no doubt that this person should be granted his leave clearance." 

I was asked to act as an interpreter for the cases to follo w and I 

stayed in the room to assist the board members. 

The next case was for a Kibei m m m of about twenty three years of  t ge. 

She is married an' his two Chilean, three and one. Her husfean d is employed 

as a Time Keeper here. She was sent to Japan when she was seven years old, 

she graduated from an elementary school and a middle scho ol. She  was  regis-

tered with the Japanese government, but her father expatri ated her. Bhe re-

turned to the United States four years ago and married to a Kibei. -he has 

an elder brother who was farming in Orange County, with wh om her family came 

to Poston. Becamse of having returned from Japan after 1 955 and has hadOier-

most of her education in Japan, she is on the stop list. She could not under-

stand English. She stated that she is not working on this pr oject, but she 

and her husband intend to relocate as stofcn as they can find something worth 

while. She aaid that she has nomine to join any organization $ her day is en-

tirely taken up by her children. She does not belong to any rel igious or-

ganisation here. She expressed her intention to remain in this country after 

the war. She also stated that she had answered "yes-yes" t o the Questions 

27 and 28 

The hearing board recommended to the Director that a lfcave c learance 

\ 

be granted to her. 

The next case was for a Kibei, about twenty-five years old.  He  had 

answered "yes-yes" to the loyalty questions, but  was  placed on the stop list 

having returned to this country after 1955 and having rec eived a major part 

of his education in Japan. He spoke pretty good English and answered the ques-

tions, except three or four, without the aid of interpreto r. 

He returned to Lo? Angeles and ha« been working in  a  nursery until 
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the time of evacuation. He has his father and brothers in Ja pan. His brother-

in-law was taken by the F B I and subsequently transferred to  Crystal City, Te-

xas, where he was tejoined by his wife, i.e. the interviewee 1s sister. He has 

another brother in 'anaanar. In this project he was workin g at tho Express Of-

fice first, but later on he was drafted into his messhall due to shortage of 

help, where he is at present working. 

Fowell explained to U, the interviewee that it was very diff icult to 

fra e questions for those Kibei who have returned to this cou ntry after 1955. 

"I an going to try to present you as a person to Washington. It is difficult 

because they are leftg looking at you like we are. e can tell wh.t  '  ind of per-

son you are, but they can't." Powell established the fact tha t ho had been re-

gistered by his parents in Japan when he was born. But U was ex patriated from 

Japan through the Japanese Association some years ago. He ha s never applied for 

deferments from the Universal Conscription of Japan, whic h proves that he had 

been expatriated. 

Powell, then, went into a series of hypothetical questions. First, 
i f  W 

he asked U what he would do.he had been drafted. He answred tha t he did not 
A A 

wish to be drafted, because he did not want to fight against th e Japanese peo-

ple. "They are ly own people. !y father and brothe 4 re out t hare. If Japan 

finds out I am fighting for Am they might do something to ty father and 

brothers I don't want anything to ha pen to my father." lain as ked U if he 

would fight against the Germans. "No, I don't like a war. I d on't want to 

fight." 

Powell asked further ,  "'  bat woul  i  you do if they asked you to work 

in a factory which produces explosives to be used again st the Japanese Army" 

"It may be all right. I don't know. They might find out. There are lots of 

people here. And they toll to Japan. They find out awful quick . Then some-

thing v. ill happen to my father. They will do some h rm to m y f ther." 

The questioner asked next " hit would you do if you found so ne Japa-
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nese agents trying to dynamite a bridge?2 will not do anythi ng. I will go 

away from the place." 

"vh t would you do if the Japanese Array had successfully lan ded in 

California?" U was as ved. "I will run away from the place." U answered. "Would 

you hejbp the Japanese Army 0" lain inquired. "No, I don't want to help." U re-

plied. " ould you assist the American Array in resisting t he invasion?" "*ain 

further asked. U replied, "No, I don't want to be involved. I want both sides 

to win. I don't want a war. I want peace. I don't want to get in any side." 

"ben he was asked about his plan as to the future, he replied t hat 

he did not have any definite idea. He wanted to wait until the whole thing is 

over. "It depend on what happens to this war. I don't have edu cation. I don't 

know if I should stay in this country." 

U was asked if he intends to relocate. He answered that he did not 

know, because ifiue to the lack of American education, he did not  r now if he 

could successfully obtain a job on the outside. 

ain, then, asked what he felt toward his interned broth er-in-law. 

He relied th t he did  rot  know. "I don't feel anything."  ? fein asked, "Do 

you feel offended that he had been interned?" 'lain ask ed, "I don't know vhat 

for he is interned." tliaid. "Didn't your sister tell you '"  p %in said. "No, 

she doesn't know." "How hbout your brother-in-law?" "ain co ntirjpd the question-

ing. "He don't knew why he got picked up." At this poi nt Powell informed 'lain 

a5 

that the F B I d ^ not reveal the exact charges for which on e has been interned. 

Iain then asked Powe&l of the difference between "evacuee s" and "internees". 

ain, then, resumed his questioning. "I want to know your fee ling 

to-, r ,1c  .."  U see2ned to have been irritated and remarked, "'/¡ell, d id/»'/* 

you ask me enough? I think that's enough." Powell decide d to halted the in-

terview at this point and excused U. 

After U left, I moved to* ,r< the door to let the next inte rviewee in. 

Main stopped me, "Just a minute, Dick. I want to ask you a q uestion. I don't 
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know about this boy. He is claiming to be neutral, but ther e are two kinds of 

neutral. One being absolute neutral and ubppposed to eith er side, the other 

being neutral abiding the time until the victory for the Jap anese side. What 

do you think about that man?" 'ain inquired. "He is very hone t," X replied. 

"He spoke what he had thought. Loyalty doss not mean much to h im. He has 

no dear conception o^ loyalty." 

"I think he would not oppose Japan, but he would do harm to A merica," 

r* 
T!ain stated. "You can't say that he would do harm to Aeris fitca," I answered. 

A -

"That has not been established by the questions you ut for th. You have only 

-h -j- Q 
established that he would not harm either Ja*:an or,Am erica." 

t  A A 

Then addressing Lowell I ted, "It's too bad we d-m't have ano ther 

segregation c m for that type of men, who cannot decided 1 for which cause they 

want to align themselves T ^ r " 

"That's what I said in Denver (last August)- I nskid thera wha t they sA/ZM 

— ^ o i n g to do with doubtful ones. e can put people who are ou t and out for 

Japan in Tule Lake, but we don't have any eamp those people who .re neither 

for J  isjhor  for America. Then they said that they woula put the« in Tule Lake 

anyway. I don't think this TO® would feel out of place in Tul e Lake, thbu/di." - J o 

"If I mre hearing this -an'a case, I would reco:nmd^Washing ton to 

deny his leave clearance. He should not go to the outside,- I co ented. Both 

Powell and.  Main glared at me as if they had been surprised to hear those w ords 

come out of me. 

The next case was one for a "vibei woman, about twenty-two yea rs of age 

(But she looked around twenty-six.) Let us call her T. She has a brother in 

Tule Lake, to which he had been sent at the time of the evacu ation. He elected 

to stay in the segregation camp, T has an elder sister marrie d in Glendale, 

Arizona, who has never been sent to a relocation center. T if: :> rried and has a. 

two children, two voars old ¡ind four months old.  Vav  husband is aleo '̂ibei. 

She has her parents and elder brother in Japan. ?he was taken t o Japan when 



NOVEMBER 24 � (10) 

seven. She wanted to return to America as she grew old, but her mother, had 

kept her  back on accoint of hto elder brother being an invalid. Fhe stat ed 

that she cane back with her other brothers, her elder broth er, too, woulc have 

returned had he been stronlr physically. 
A 

T was married as soon as she ca ie here. The stated that she ra nts to 

relocate and if? contemplating of doing so. She claimed t hat the camp life is 

not food for her children. 

T answered "no-no" to the loyalty questions. "According t he registrar 
A 

tion blank, it's •no-no 1" f.ho said she was very much surprised that she had 

answered like that, She i ts notified of the fact at the tine of her segregation 

he ring in August. That was the first time she found out. S he answered "no" 

to the Question  "¿7 and "yes" to the Question £8. But her int rviewer in Feb-

ruary did not understand Japanese very well. She told him t hat she had an in-

fant baby and wa« expecting ¿mother baby and could not poss ibly join the WA C. 

"ISy day in entirely taken up by my children," she said. 

Among Powell,  Tt ain, and me there was some discussion tlvt the intor-

viwers at the time of the registration ware incompetent in ma ny inetancos. They 

put wrong answers down, especially when the parties had ¿a nswered in Japanese. 

"There are only few bilingual in camp," I rc.larked. "Yo s, in addition, the 

registration was completed in such a rush — in two or three da ys. Besides, 

the originals were copied into nuny copies," Powell -dded. 

T signed "yes" to the Question 28, which was presented to her at 

this hearing. 

T stated that she is an American citizen singularly. Alth ough she 

does not h.̂ ve time to attend churches, she is lairing I'̂ is h in the Adult du-

cation course. "Iftm in the first grade, though." Powell an d Hin seemed 

gre; tly impressed by this, "Good for you. I am glad :,rou h ave the right frame' 

of mind," She assured them that she has no desire to go back to Ja]£_n. "It's 

too tough to live," she concluded. 

i in ¡¡bin  if  1,i . / . / /•/ iivrii tiiti': 
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Lea/e 
3arci  
pro 
that 

W O R E A D D E D T O 
Six new members have 

oeen added to the 
Clearance Hear ing 
by \1 Y/ade Head 
ject director, so 
hear ings nay »e speed 
ed up to meet the Jan-
uary 1 deadline 

The newly-appointed 
are: Charles Harper 
internal security 
chief; F U Ilaverland 
transportat ion a n a 
supply off icer; Ar thur 
U Main high school 
pr incipal ; Edward Nos-
soff assistant re lo 
cab ion off icer; C  A 
Popk ins construct ion 
engineer  ,  and Robert. 
Lo Schoenhut. procure 
ment off icer 

VOLoaVINO,2 POSTON.ARIZ 

RELOCATI C '  DI VI SI ON 
OVER HEAR 1 

Because leave  c l ear -
ance 'hearing procedure 
is a re locat ion inter-
est,, the procedure has 
been t ransfer red f £om 
the Employm&rit to the 
Relocat ion d i v i s i o n ! 
and the resignat ion of 
Ralph Prennent ass is t^ 
ant employment of f icer 
who has been execut ive 
secretary for the Ieaave 

RS oDEC,  9 

Clearance Hearûç; B» rd s 

has been accep ted 0 

His successor is ex -
pected to announced 
shortlyo 

About 400 hear ings 
have been held up to 
date» and t '^re have 
been about 50 decisions 
received f rom Washing-
ton  g  grant ing leave 
c learance to stoplisfc® 
ees in agreement w i th 
'the recommendat ions 

"mad'ê by the local bo*rd 
-'and the pro jew " 
%or 0 

Present indicat ions 
"are that the January i 

deadline may be met 0 

except perhaps foy a 
few of the more d i f f i r 

cult cases 9 wh ich may 
be held over for fur -
ther considerat ion by 
Director l^rer p . Ted 

Haasp chairman of the 
LGHBY reportso Th i s , 
of • course, is depend-
ent on whether al l pro 
j2 cts :  cont inue to re« 
t urn the  i'r • ' '  docke ts 
promptly,, he adds 0 



a i  -rh<i ¿/  s  / 

K new li.-t of evacuees who had been placed f̂or hearings by tin Japar-n>e~ 

Vnerican Joist Bo rd was received by the project yesterday. 

Y (Cft November 5, page l) received a notice from the Leave Of fice that he 

had been placed on the stop list by instruction from "ashi ngton. Ho went to 

the Leave Qffice -:nd inquired why he had been . "laced on the  list. A roc e tion-
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1st told him that eh© did not know. 

He came back ant! complained to me that he could not find the r eason, t sent 

him back to the Leave Office to see %i?nerman, the chief of the Employment THvi- . 

t :Xon. He came bac?c and reported to me that Zinriermun  war . out ••aid another Nisei 

"higher up r  told him that he could not reveal the ret.sen and must Trait f or his 

hearing. 

_ /)dt/ 6<2<Ln 

(T given an idefinite leave ele ranee and scheduled to  1  aave for 

r -troit on ar, invitation of the  Pe.  roit  - 'HA. Officer on the special trait of 

Jamtty 4th.) 

X decided to assist Y in getting his status cleared, if -ossi ble before 

the departure date, as he kid planned to 1? vo with other  boys In a group, 

X too?-;  him to Ted Haas, the chairman of the Review Board for Lenve n isayance, 

I Elaine*? his predicament ?mc. ar'-ed him for escreditin*' his hearing. 

said that his docket has not been received said could not d o -nything bout it. 

He referred us to Roy Yoshida, *ho able to telegram Washing ton to «end his 

docket speedily. 

X aent with Y to nee Y 0shi<?.a* Yoshida r s bin lag with other hoys .and 

did not come around for a quite rhile, an usual occurrence in the Leave Office, 

•hen he camo around, he  nsdt on  a chair ith^fect u on his table. He informed 

us that he was placed on the list because- his docket had been sent from Washington 

requiring a hearing, 

"e aent back to Haas and told him that his docket v̂ as on the p roject. Ha is 

accompanied us to Drermen, the Secreatary to the Board, whos e office is 

located in the Leave Office. Both Yoshida and the f i F > - t Y  bar]  met 

earlier in. the morning, came out and informed  Haas that Droimen had gone home 

about B:50 in the afternoon. The  -mam' 'waved  his arm in a wide circle indi-

cating his disgust, "Oh, that guy isn't any good. ?ou tell - him to rush a cer-

tain urgent case and he wouldn't listen to you. There is one ca se for which 

Myer personally wrote asking the Board to give a priority in hearing for the 



person involved in the case. The docket instill lying some where in hi a office." 

"How about my wife's case,' Yoshida said. "A person is sup posed to be given 

Ida hearing within 10 »lays after the docket had been recii ved, She has waited 

fourteen days today. I tlilnk I'll write to Mr. Head about th is," 

n ell, Drennen sent his resign:.tion in, didn't he?" I qucrr led. 

"Tee, but, th-.-.t isn't accepted yet," said the other boy. 

" *ho the hell v/ants to keep a gijy liko that," said I. "His re signation is 

as gcod as accepted." 

'¿lie hearings oust have gotten behind the schedule," Sc .ld  Ik...s,  "while I 

wis y .t Tule Lake," 

Haas trote a note to Erennen asking him to expedite Y's heix ing. The em-

ployees of the Leave Office »¿id,"That's no good. You won 't got an :ction from 

him.» 



In one of hearings for leave clearnea a Kibei answered  t h , t h .  Wf )U ld 

not fight against Japan, although he „as -ailing to fight ag ainst the Ger-

mans. In other respects he was all right. The intervi... rs o f t h e o a s e 

referred it to Haai for a consideration, because they di d not too. ho, to 

r 9 C 0 " , , n d 0 0 t h e C U 8 B -  J laas  out that the *RA instruction had sped-

fied that one should be t e n d e d for clearance if he «as found tha t he 

*ould not be dangerous to the security of the United States , He also ex-

plained a recent oa S3 of a naturalised Gem,„ before the Division of Na-

turalisation and Imigratton, The German insisted that he c ould not fight 

against Ge^any, because he *as b o m in th*at county. The D ivision held 

that it would be natural for the German to feel so and did not co nsider hin 

as a disloyal Africa*. Haas instructed the interviewers to receon.end 

a leave clearance for the Kibei. 

W t t T ^  /' i  i i i i •! T  ;  n  i 

A new list of names was sent down from Washington for heari ngs for 

leave clearance. The persons on the list were notified of th e fact that 

they had been placed on the stop list. 

One of them was a girl who had returned to the United Stage s in 1955. 

The had had her elementary schooling in Japan. 

Another was a Kibei about 35 years old. He has been in thi s country 

since 1927. He had had elementary and a part of middle school e ducation 

in Japan. 

Albert Kaniye, the former Block "anager of 45 and the f ormer assistant 

to Unit III Administrator Bürge, was also placed on the stop list. 



The Japanese section of the same Issue reported that James 

Crawford succeeded Ralph Drennen as the Executive Secre tary for 

the Review Board for Leave Clearance. 

According to a statement by Haas, the Board has receiv ed 

676 dockets for hearings from Washington so far. Hearings h ave 

been finished for most of them. There are, however, several h undred 

evacuees on the stop list, whose dockets have not been r eceived from 

Washington yet. 



NEW MEMBERS ADDED TO HEARING BOARD 

Eight new members 
were added to the Lsave 
Clearance Hearing Board 
by Project Director 
Wade Head last weeko 
They are: R,V/„Schmitt„ 
evacuee property offi-
cer ;Elizabeth Vickers,, 
head nurse; Charles B 0 

Olds, relocation coun-
selor; Ray Geotting 0 

proprietary accountant; 
WoWoAngel of the audi-
ting and routing sec-
tion; and Lou Butler, 
Alice Cheney and Alice 
Grube of the family 
welfare d i v i s i on 

Washington has sent 
down 236 additional 
dockets, Ted Haas, 
chairman of the LCHB, 
reportso Counting the 
oases pending, 36 in 
Unit I, 7 in Unit IT 
and 23 in Unit I H f 

this made a total of 
302 cases which had 
yet to be heard last 
week, with hearings 

throughout scheduled 
this week t 

Including those be-
Longing to segregants, 
Boston has thus far re 
reived a total of 676 
lockets flxm Washington 
m d about 85 decisions' 

most of chsrii , 
There are o i. 
al hundred [. 
the stoplis 
files have . 
ceived a^a  ,.:  • 
the relo-Q'iicn 
is asking V/a-rr 
forward -> :n 
saido 

It is imp;- r 
the January 

<r s 

will be met * «* * 

dea 
ne a d d ,r: 

DRENNEN RESIGNS 
HEARING BOARD 
SECRETARYSHIP 

With the resignation 
of Ralph Drennen from 
the executive secreta 
ryship of the .Leave 
Clearance Hearing Etard 
and the transferring 
of hearings to the re-
location d i v i s i o n 
James D 0 Crawford, re 
location chief, ' has 
been announced as the 
new executive secre-
tary. 

Victor Span sw  i c k  as-
sistunt interna: se 
curity chief, has alsc 
been added to the iT-HB, 
it was reportedc 

O 

L&AVE CLEAR 
HEARINGS ACCELERATED 

Hearings of the Leave 
Cloaranco Hearing 

Board are being •acce-
lerated, Ted Haas.chair 
man .of the Board, dis-
closed Saturday, with 
67 of the files which 
>?ere sent from Washing 
ton by Dillon foyer al-
ready having bean re-
turned by the Project 
director with the 
Bdard's and his recom-
mendations , 

Salph Drcnen of t h e 
Employment Division now 
working on Segregation, 
has been appointed by 
the Project Director 
to replace E.L.Miller, 
former Internal Securi 
ty head and Board mem-
ber, who has left the 
center to join the Na^c 



Wash. F i l es 39.051 

Post on, Ar i zona 
Bar , 4, 1943 

Mr. D. S.  I tyer 
BArr Bldg, Director of WRA 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

I have written to you in regards to the changing of ques tion number 27th ani 28th 
whether its possible or not but have not received your an swer yet. Please don't 
demn me for not answering yes on especially on the 28 th question. I did not pull 
all my thinking into it as most of the older group told  us to write negetive as 
an answer and I didn't even stop to even look at the questi on carefully. And -when 
it was my turn to face the military team under Lt. Bolto n I just said. I'll meet 
you half way on the 28th question, and walked out just like that. Please don't think 
that I wanted to but I was too much influence by older group . And another things 
is that staying in camp from day to day causes us to feel un certain I mean one sided. 
Some may think staying in camp is fun but honsst to goodn ess its not be in one and 
you will find out quickly enough. I was rather surprise t o know that lots of people 
here in camp are going to volunteer in U. S. Army. 

At the present time I am working for the camouflage facto ry to show that I am 
really for the U.S. and done my share in helping harve sting the sugar beets in Ne— 
braska. And these year I like to help some more but if you co ndemn me now I may not 
be able to help contribute anything toward war effort it s not only me thats not help-
ing but lots of other younger group that wants me to go with  them as a group leader 
because last year I had experience outside so they dec ided I should be a group leader, 
they said if I didn't go they wouldn't go because they the you nger group does not 
desire to be a gcoup leader for the siuiple reason they d o not want to be responsible 
anyone doesn't want to be one but I want to cooperate. 

And another thing is that camouflage factory contractor ha s violated an Arizona 
State Law The pay in net factory is past due they supposed t o pay us non-weaver as the 
same pay as a average weaver but paying much lower than the contract provides they 
violated the law there and not only that they won't pay on t ime. Our check is way past 
due and causing us non-weaver to loose confidence in cam ouflage factory contractor 
by Southern California Glosss Co. About 2 weeks ago we had  a meeting about the 
weriousness and at that meeting Mr. Vernon Kennedy direc tor of employment here in 
Post said. Boys and girls of camouflage factory don't g ive up now and walk out be-
cause nows the time -when the American Community will say . "I told you so." so we 
are still going without pay not because we like to but for the  sake of the Japanese 
folks in camp. If we walk out now the contractor or some min ority group or pressure 
group will give us bad reputation, if the American whi te was working and the con-
tractor tries to violate the contract I know they will wa lk out immediately but not 
us we just keep pitching. Boy if thats not loyalty I don't kn ow what is. 

The other day I've received a letter from my dearest friend Mr. and Mrs. Elmer 
Hitner they ask me why my clearance was denied because t hey was interested in my 
clearance because we have letting them use our farm eq uipment and lots of other be-
longing They feel that I didn't get a break so they ask m e if they can assifct me 
in getting a second break to prove that I am not disloyal to t he American community 
Another thing is that I was educated in America born in A merica: the town is called 
Garden Grove I was borned there and went to school from 1 st grade to 12th grade in 
same to?oi and 4 years ago we moved to SanUta Ana. Andbelieve me I think lot about 
this country. I've travel to lots of other State in America a nd I say I like America 
for my home I don't think there is no other country that's eq ual So please give me 
a break in reconsidering that 28th question. Don't condemn me now for what I never 



Letter from Masaru Kosaka 

/ 

intend to do. It was a mistake just like any other import ant person has done from 
time to time. Ill just say give me a break and you won't  regret it, because I won't 
let you down. Please let me know if its possible to change the answer to "Yes" on 
the 28th question. 

Yours very truly, 

Masaru Kosaka 
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