
Excer pt  from l et t er  of  
Lar r y Kat aoka re Fr ank Shi mada 

November  15, 1945 

Dear  Mr . Col l i ns: 

Fr ank Shi mada was a l i t t l e t ot  of  ei ght  year s when one day he 
dr agged hi s l i t t l e wagon down a nar r ow count r y l ane to f et ch some 
empl y mi l k cans f or  hi s mot her . About  a quar t er  of  a mi l e away 
from home, wher e he di d hi s ever y day shoppi ng, t he Government  was 
t hen bui l di ng a di ke al ong t he Skagi t  Ri ver  whi ch f l owed by. As 
Fr ank was pl ayi ng, he acci dent l y di scover ed some hi ddon ar t i c l es 
under neat h an ol d stump, put  t her e by i r r esponsi bl e wor ker s af t er  
t he days wor k. The j ob was a government  pr oj ect , but  Fr ank di d 
not  know t hat  t hese l i t t l e br ass ar t i c l es l ef t  ar ound car el essl y 
wer e what  we cal l  "dynami t e caps". Possessi vel y and pr oud as al l  
l i t t l e boys wi t h a new i nt er est  to show, he hur r i edl y t ook t hese 
oj bect s i n hi s t oy wagon al l  t he way home to hi s f at her 's r asber r y 
pat ch wher e dad was wor ki ng i ndust r i ousl y. Unf or t unat el y, nei t her  
f at her  or  son r eal i zed the danger  t hat  t hr eat ened the ver y 
at mospher e and too l at e he was suddenl y t er r i f i ed by a l oud ex-
pl osi on and was found l yi ng on the ear t h bl eedi ng wi t h bl ood 
al l  over  hi s f ace and body, shocked to unconci ousness. Fr ank, 
eyes dazed, and wi t h hi s tumb and two f i nger s of  the l ef t  hand 
bl own of f  from the ver y r oot s of  hi s knuckl es was r ushed to the 
Ber l i ngt on Hospi t al  wher e he was nur sed back to heal t h by Dr . 
Cl evel and. Caucasi an nei ghbor s and f r i ends ur ged Fr anks f ami l y 
to sue the government  because i t  was the f aul t  of  car el ess 
wor ker s and the government  pr oj ect  super vi sor s. They had no r eason 
what ever  to have pl aced such danger ous equi pment  i n such an in-
conspi cuous pl ace wher e chi l dr en coul d pl ay; l egal l y t he case was 
a sure wi n f or  t he Shi mada's but  hear i ng t hat  t he f i ne woul d have 
t o be pai d by the count y of  t hei r  r esi dence t hey hesi t at ed and 
decl i ned t aki ng any cour t  act i on. As a r esul t  of  the expl osi on 
Fr ank i s t oday i l l i t er at e and ment al l y handi capped; he nei t her  can 

�r ead or  wr i t e but  onl y hi s name and t hi s not  wel l . I  have at t ached 
to t hi s l et t er  hi s si gnat ur e whi ch I  was a wi t ness t her eof . 

Cont i nued on p. 2 
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Excer pt  f rom l et t er  of  
Lar r y Kat aoka re Fr ank Shi mada 

November  15, 1945 

Fr ank because of  hi s unf or t unat e acci dent  has al so l ost  normal  
usage of  hi s eyes; i n wr i t i ng hi s name he pr act i cal l y has hi s f ace 
on t he paper . Hi s par ent s have t r i ed har d to obt ai n gl asses f or  
hi m but  whet her  wi t hi n t he W.R.- *1. c l i ni c or  on the out si de bef or e 
evacuat i on, t her e wer e none to be f ound to f i t  hi s ser i ous needs. 
He has to- date no eye gl asses f or  hi s comf or t . He speaks l i ke a 
smal l  boy- �st ut t er i ng and hesi t at i ng�and t hi s under  ment al  st r ai n. 
Hi s physi cal  char act er i st i cs ar e al so abnor mal . He as wel l  as hi s 
ot her  br ot her s as a r esul t  of  l i v i ng among Caucasi ans f or  many year s 
ar e unabl e to speak J apanese. He can speak Sngl i sh onl y wi t h di f f i -
cul t y. 

I  have i nt er vi ewed Fr ank per sonal l y and I  am sure t hat  Fr ank's 
r enunci at i on shoul d not  have been appr oved whet her  l egal l y or  on 
mor al  gr ounds r egar dl ess of  t he except ance of  hi s two younger  
br ot her s J ack, case No. 321; George Case Nol  134; and a s i s t er . 
I  have ever y conf i dence t hat  t hi s i s an except i onal  case whi ch wi l l  
pi er ce the ar t i f i c i al  armament  of  the J ust i ce Depar t ment 's r enunci a-
t i on pr ogr am. To do hi m j ust i ce, Fr ank Shi mada coul d not  have under -
st ood the f ul l  s i gni f i cance of  hi s r enunci at i on hear i ng or  the 
consequences t her eof . He was not  a f r ee agent  at  the t ime and al so, 
i n hi s f eebl e way, was under  ment al  st r ai n and envi r onment al  cor ru-
pt i on and i nf l uence, as wel l  as under  Gover nment al  dur ess. Yet  he 
was sent  a not i ce of  accept ance. 

The ci r cumst ances under  whi ch sai d r enunci at i on form was si gned 
by Fr ank di d not  const i t ut e a f ai r  and i mpar t i al  hear i ng and was 
a deni al  of  hi s const i t ut i  onal  guar ant ee of  due pr ocess of  l aw and 
of  l egal  pr ot ect i on under  t he l aw as guar ant eed by the const i t ut i on 
of  the Uni t ed St at es . 

I f  you ar e i nt er est ed Mr . Col l i ns I  suggest  seei ng Fr ank i n 
per son or  appoi nt i ng a j udge of  hi s ment al  i ncompet ence. I f  you 
i ns i s t  on f ur t her  i nf or mat i on, I  wi l l  be more than pl eased t o accomra-
dat e you. 

Fr ank i s of  cour se dependent  on hi s younger  br ot her s f or  suppor t  
havi ng l ost  hi s f at her  year s ago. 

Hi s br ot her  Geor ge, when I  t ol d hi m of  the i mpor t ance of  such 
i nst ances, was sur pr i sed but  cl ai med he had no i dea as to hi s br ot her s 
case bei ng so s i gni f i cant ; t hus t he mot her  and t he br ot her s are ver y 
gr at ef ul . 

We have hopes t hat  t hi s case wi l l  mean anot her  l egal  chal l enge 
of  the r enunci at i on pr ogr am. Our  sympathi es ar e wi t h Fr ank, pl ease 
hel p hi m i f  you possi bl y can. 

Lar r y L . Kat aoka 



September  6, 1945 

Mr . Edward J . i J nni s 

Dear  mr . Enni s: 

I  am t aki ng t hi s oppor t uni t y to ask your  o f f i c e's assi st ance i n 
r egar d to a ver y per pl exi ng pr obl em, whi ch r esul t ed f r om r enunci at i ai  
of  ny Uni t ed St at es nat i onal i t y. 

I  was bor n i n the c i t y of  Sal t  Lake on Mar ch 22, 1921, and unt i L 
my at t endance t hr ough t he second school  gr ade, our  f ami l y r esi ded i n 
the same c i t y . However , i n 1928 our  f ami l y moved to Los Angel es, and 
I  at t ended t he grammar  school  cal l ed the 37t h St r eet  School . Thus, 
upon my compl et i on of  si x year s of  el ement ar y work at  t hi s school , I  
enr ol l ed at  the Foi shay J r . Hi gh School . However , i n 1934 af t er  
I  compl et ed my f i nal  semest er s work f or  t he 7t h school  year , I  went  
to J apan and r emai ned i n tho l and of  my ancest or s f or  appr oxi mat el y 
f i ve year s. Dur i ng my st ay i n J apan, I  at t ended the g i r l ' s hi gh 
school  i n the ci t y of  Kyot o, as my uncl e and aunt  r esi ded i n t hat  
c i t y . Thus, my educat i on consi st ed par t l y i n t hi s count r y and par t l y 
i n J apan. I mmedi at el y af t er  my gr aduat i on from the gi r l ' s hi gh 
school  i n J apan, I  r et ur ned to t he Uni t ed St at es aboard the SS 
Tat ut a maru on Mar ch 26, 1939, ent er i ng t hr ough the Por t  of  San 
Pedr o, Cal i f or ni a. I  now r eal i ze t hat  t he per i od i n whi ch I  st ayed 
i n J apan was dur i ng my adol escent  year s, and my mi nd was not  f ul l y 
mat ur ed to eval uat e or  compare anyt hi ng i n terms of  actu=L r eal i t y . 
Af t er  my r et ur n to t hi s count r y, I  at t ended the Pac i f i c Sewi ng School , 
whi ch was l ocat ed at  f iast  F i r st  St r eet  i n Los Angel es, Cal i f or ni a. 
Thi s school  was oper at ed by Mr s. Chi yoko F uj i i , and she i s pr esent l y 
a r esi dent  at  the Manzanar  Rel ocat i on Cent er . 

Our  f ami l y r esi ded at  3483 Bast  5t h St r eet , Las Angel es, Cal i f or ni a 
unt i l  our  i nvol unt ar y evacuat i on i nt o the gover nment al  cent er . Thus 
upon the i ssuance of  the or der  of  the Commanding Gener al  of  the 
West er n Def ense Command we wer e t empor ar i l y assembl ed i nt o t he Sant a 
Ani t a Assembl y Cent er  on May 9, 1942. 

I n f aci ng the act ual  r eal i t y of  bei ng removed from one's own 
home was a new exper i ence and i t  w&> a gr eat  shock to t ake, and I  knew 
t hat  we wer e bei ng depr i ved of  one of  t he gr eat est  r i ght s and pr i vi l eges 
of  a f r ee c i t i zen to r es i de i n any par t  of  t hi s count r y. I  f ul l y 
r eal i zed t hat  we wer e not  accor ded the f ul l  pr i vi l eges guar ant eed 
t o us i n the const i t ut i on of  t hi s count r y. The famed pr ovi si ons con-
cer ni ng the "due pr ocess c l ause," the "i nal i enabl e r i ght s of  al l  men 
r egar dl ess of  col or , r ace, or  c r eed," and ot her  pr ovi si ons whi ch 
cover ed the c i v i l  r i ght s wer e ent i r el y di sr egar ded by the mi l i t ar y 
aut hor i t i es dur i ng the evacuat i on pr ogr am. 

Af t er  our  shor t  st ay at  the Sant a Ani t a Assembl y Cent er , we we® 
agai n her ded t oget her  and t r ansf er r ed acr oss the desol at e wast es 
of  the cont i nent al  Uni t ed St at es to ar r i ve at  a hast i l y const r uct ed 
r el ocat i on camp i n the damp f or est s of  Rohwer , Ar kansas. We ar r i ved 
at  t hi s Cent er  on Oct ober  4, 1942. 



Thus, dur i ng my l ong i nvol unt ar y conf i nement  at  the Rohwer  Rel oca-
t i on Cent er  i t  gave me suf f i c i ent  oppor t uni t i es to r et r ace my exper -
i ences i n t hi s count r y and my br i ef  st ay i n J apan. Al so dur i ng my 
conf i nement  i t  was f r equent l y and i t  was const ant l y br ought  to my 
at t ent i on t hat  we wer e c i t i zens mer el y i n f i c t i t i ous terms and not  
i n act ual  r eal i t y . We knew t hat  we were not  bei ng accor ded the act ual  
pr ot ect i on and pr i vi l eges of  an or di nar y c i t i zen of  t hi s count r y, am 
t hat  the al i en J apanese had at  l east  the pr ot ect i ng powers t o l ook 
af t er  t hei r  l i mi t ed r i ght s . 

Al t hough my educat i on i n the publ i c school s of  t hi s count r y has 
been f or  a ver y br i ef  per i od, I  was i mpr essed by the chapt er s wi t hi n 
t he ol d hi st or y books whi ch ment i oned t hat  our  f or ef at her s wer e br ave 
men and f ought  val i ant l y to keep our  count r y from t yr r ani cr .l  r ul e. 
That  i t  was ver y di f f i cul t  f or  me to comprehend or  compare the phi l osophy 
of  such a t eachi ng to t hose act ual l y pr act i ced dur i ng the evacuat i on 
pr ogr am. We wer e made to bel i eve many of  the ol d l i ne argument  of  
the r ace bai t i s t  t hat  democr at i c ¿x form of  government  coul d onl y be 
pr act i ced by a homogenous popul at i on, and cannot  be pr act i ced among 
a di ver s i f i ed r aci al  el ement s. 

Thus i n the moment  of- my conf used t hought s, a f eel i ng of  despai r  
gr asped me, and I  t r i ed vai nl y to f i nd secl usi on and sanct uar y i n the 
c i t y of  Kyot o, where I  was accor ded the pr i vi l eges of  a normal  human 
bei ng. Thus from t hi s r egr et f ul  exper i ences of  evacuat i on of  our  
mi nor i t y gr oup, our  f ami l y members jbsr  except  my f at her  r equest ed 
f or  r epat r i at i on and exchange to J apan on August  2, 1943 at  the Rohwer  
Rel ocat i on Cent er . Whereupon we wer e subsequent l y segr egat ed to the 
Tul e Lake Segr egat i on Cent er  on May, 1944, and we have been r esi di ng 
at  8415- 1 si nce our  ar r i val  i nt o t hi s cent er . 

Upon our  ar r i val  i nt o t hi s Cent er  we r eal i zed t hat  t hi s cent er  
was ent i r el y di f f er ent  f rom t hose we or i gi nal l y came f r om. Unt i l  
our  ar r i val  i nt o t hi s cent er  we di d not  r eal i ze t hat  t hi s cent er  
woul d become a mel t i ng pot  of  al l  t he di scont ent ed and di s i l l us i oned 
per sons who had l ost  f ai t h i n the democr at i c pr ocess of  t hi s govern-
ment . They wer e a ver y desol at e l ot , and i t  was par t l y due to t hei r  
f eel i ng of  bi t t er ness and despai r  t hat  the November , 1943 i nci dent  
t ook pl ace. However , at  the out set  we wer e - unable to gr asp t hi s 
s i t uat i on. Al so our  f ami l y was wi t hout  the guida- nce of  our  f at her  
to st abi l i ze our  t hought s. 

Thus when t he Hoshi  dans and the ot her  af f i l i at ed f asc i st i c 
or gani zat i ons began t hei r  movement s, we wer e swept  by t hei r  i ncessant  
pr opaganda ac t i v i t i es . The movement  was especi al l y car r i ed out  i n 
gr eat  i nt ensi t y i n dur  war d, as the maj or i t y of  t he peopl e r es i di ng: i n 
Ward VI I I  came from Manzanar .Rel ocat i on cent er  or  from the former  Sai  
Pedr o di s t r i c t . These or gani zat i ons di d not  t ake a gr eat  deal  of  
pai n to ver i f y any st at ement s whi ch t hey were pr opagat i ng, but  raths* 
t ook the i ni t i at i ve to conf use the gener al  publ i c by spr eadi ng want on 
l i es . Whereupon i t  was not  consi der ed ver y saf e to st ay al oof  from 
t hi s movement  and r ef r ai n from becomi ng a member  of  t hi s or gani zat i on 
Thus, t hey becl ouded ever yone's mi nd and i t  made i t  i mpossi bl e to 
eval uat e the r i ght  and wr ong i nf or mat i on t hat  was bei ng di ssemi nat ed 
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t hr oughout  the camp. Thus i n anot her  wor ds t her e was ut t er  conf usi on, 
and no r esponsi bl e or gan to est abl i sh or  r est or e a st at e of  s t abi l i t y 
to comprehend t he saneness of  one's act i on. I t  may appear  utter l y-
r i di cul ous from the gener al  publ i c 's vi ew t hat  t hose per sons i n 
t hi s Cent er  who pr of esses to have r ecei ved an Amer i can educat i on 
shoul d run beser k i nt o t aki ng such an ext rerae r eact i onar y measur e. 
I t  i s my f eel i ng t hat  i t  was a r el ease of  psychol ogi cal  emot i on 
di schar ged i n a f i t  of  ext r eme condi t i ons. I  f eel  t hat  the members, 
who took up the work i n the or gani zat i on was more or  l ess hel d i n a 
t r ance l i ke manner , and went  about  t hei r  act i v i t i es i n a ver y 
mechani cal  way. Thus, unknowl i ngl y I  became a member  of  the Hokoku 
J yoshi - dan, as al l  of  my nei ghbor s and f r i ends bel onged to t hi s 
or gani  zat i on. When the r enunci at i on hear i ngs wer e conduct ed i n 
t hi ? ceT!t«r - thi s cent er  was i ndeed a ver y unst abl e pl ace to conduct  
p hear i ng. Ther ef or e, when the r enunci at i on hear i ngs wer e bei ng 
conduct ed the members of  the dans woul d pr of i c i ent l y expound the 
necessi t y of  al l  per sons to r enounce t hei r  Uni t ed St at es nat i onal i t y 
or  suf f er  some di r e cat ast r ophi c consequences. 

Upon hear i ng t hese st at ement s I  became ver y conf used, and I  was 
unabl e to eval uat e the st at ement s pr ovi ded by t hese gr oups. Al so 
dur i ng the per i od of  the r enunci at i on hear i ng i t  was i mpr essed upon 
me t he ugl y f act s of  r aci al  hat r ed and per secut i on of  our  mi nor i t y 
gr oup by the r abi d r ace bai t er s of  Cal i f or ni a. These gr oups i nst i -
tuted a ver y vi c i ous campai gn to pr ohi bi t  the r et ur n of  al l  per sons 
of  J apanese ancest r y to t hei r  for mer  homes. I t  was f ur t her  cl i maxed 
by the numerous shoot i ngs and dynami t i ng i nci dent s, and the of f ender  
bei ng per mi t t ed to go scot  f r ee or  t hat  the l aw enfor cement  agency 
di d not  t ake t he i nt er est  to t r ack down and pr osecut e t hese cases. 

Thus the peopl e i n t hi s cent er  became f ur t her  depr essed to hear  
of  t hese condi t i ons i n the out si de communi ty, and wer e more or  l ess 
dr i ven to t ake away out  of  a bad. ni ght mar e. I  was one of  t hose 
conf used per sons, and I  went  t hr ough the mechani cal  pr ocesses of  
bei ng r evi ewed by your  hear i ng of f i cer , and I  r ecei ved the not i ce 
of  t he f i nal  appr oval  f rom Mr . Her ber t  Wechsl er  on Mar ch 22, 1945. 

Dur i ng my st ay at  t he Rohwer  Rel ocat i on Cent er , I  was empl oyed 
as a cant een s i l es cl er k at  the dr y goods depar t ment , and was al so 
empl oyed at  the mess hal l . Af t er  bei ng segr egat ed i nt o t hi s cent er  
I  was or i gi nal l y empl oyed at  Mess 84, but  from the 15t h Febr uar y, 
1945, I  have been act i ng as a counsel or  f or  the Soci al  Wel f ar e 
Of f i ce. My super vi sor s ar e Mr s. El i zabet h Murphy and Mr . C.B. 
bel l man, and I  f eel  t hat  t hey may be abl e to f ur ni sh any i nf or mat i on 
r el at i ve to my char act er . 

My f at her , Sent ar o Shi bat a, has r el ocat ed to 6138 Sout h I ngl e-
si de Avenue, Chi cago, I l l i no i s , and he was empl oyed i n the war  i n-
dust r i es i n t hat  c i t y . Our  pr esent  pl ans ar e to r el ocat e and est a-
bl i sh our  per manent  home i n t hi s count r y. We desi r e to r ej o i n our  
f at her  i n Chi cago at  the ear l i est  possi bl e i nst ant . My f at her  was 
f or mer l y connect ed wi t h t he Sun L i f e Assur ance Company of  Canada 
at  Los Angel es, Cal i f or ni a, si nce 1928 unt i l  t he dat e of  our  
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evacuat i on. Mr . Cl ubi ne the manager  of  the br anch of f i ce i n Los 
Angel es may be abl e to f ur ni sh your  of f i ce wi t h any i nf or mat i on 
r el at i ve to my f ami l y backgr ound. 

I  shal l  appr eci at e your  o f f i c e's assi st ance i n f ur ni shi ng me 
any i nf or mat i on as to whet her  i t  wi l l  be possi bl e to wi t hdr aw my 
appl i cat i on f or  t he r enunci at i on of  my Uni t ed St at es nat i onal i t y. 
I n event  such ar r angement s i s ver y di f f i cul t , I  shal l  appr eci at e 
your  f ur ni shi ng me somei nfor mat i ons as to whet her  t her e are any 
possi bl e method wher eby I  may be par ol ed f  rorn t hi s Cent er . I n 
t he f i nal  appr oval  r ecei ved from Mr . Wechsl er , i t  st at ed t hat  my 
appl i cat i on f or  r enunci at i on was appr oved as i t  was not  f ound to 
be cont r ar y t o the i nt er est s of  nat i onal  def ense. Under  such 
ci r cumst ances, I  f eel  t hat  your  of f i ce may be consi der at e i n ar r ang-
i ng f or  me some system of  par ol e pr ocedur e. I  am ver y anxi ous to 
r ecei ve your  r epl y as soon as possi bl e. 

Si ncer el y your s, 

/ s/ Aki ko Shi ba.t a 
8415- 1 



7313- F 
Newel l , Cal i f . 

August  28, 1945 

Mr . Sr nest  Besi g 

Dear  Mr . Bes i g: 

May I  t el l  you the r easons f or  my r enounci at i on and. ask i f  I  
may l eave as a par ol ee? 

The r easons f or  my r enounci at i on was so t hat  I ' l l  be i n t he 
same c l ass i f i cat i on as my al i en husband. I  f ear ed, i f  i n case 
t her e i s a separ at i on of  al i ens f r om the c i t i zens , I  wi l l  nat ur al l y 
k± be pl aced separ at e. I  woul dn't  mi nd i f  i t  was j ust  mysel f , 
but  I  di d not  want  to br i ng unhappi ness to my l i t t l e daaght er . 
My husband's st at us i s an excl udee. I  hope soon he wi l l  be cl as- . 
s i f i ed as f r ee. 

We, l i ke some ot her * l ost  ever yt hi ng we wor ked har d f or . 3o 
we t hought , si nce dad and hi s f ami l y had r epat r i at ed to go back we 
pl anned to go wi t h them and st ar t  over  agai n. We di d have a home 
back t her e, but  the at omi c bomb has dest r oyed ever yt hi ng. Al l  my 
cl ose r el at i ves, whom we depended on f or  ai d unt i l  we got  st ar t ed, 
ar e al l  gone because t hey l i ved i n the c i t y of  Hi r oshi ma. My 
uncl e was a doct or  i n a bi g hospi t al  i n Hi r oshi ma, and when we 
l ooked at  the nia.p we knew t hat  ever yt hi ng was dest r oyed. Our  home 
r el at i ves , and ever yt hi ng t hat  was t her e i s gone. So pl ease l et  
me st ay her e and go out  wi t h my husband and we wi l l  st ar t  al l  over  
agai n. 

My dad's st at us i s f r ee. I  presume he and my smal l  s i st er  
and br ot her s wi l l  be pl anni ng to l eave someday. I  have two si st er s 
out si de, one i s mar r i ed, and has a home i n Los Al t os, Cal i f or ni a. 
My si st er  has wr i t t en to us to come out  wher e t hey ar e, and t hey 
ar e wi l l i ng to hel p us i n case of  need. I  am r eal l y dependi ng 
upon t hem. My husband has been i n l aundr y busi ness f or  over  20 
year s. He l i kes to f ol l ow t hat  l i ne of  work agai n, i f  possi bl e. 

I s t her e any way you can hel p me to r el ocat e, so t hat  I  may 
st ay wi t h my f ami l y? I s t her e any poss i bi l i t i es , I  may r egai n 
r ay ci t i zenshi p? 

Thanki ng you, I  r emai n, 

Ver y t r ul y your s, 

/ s / Sl s i e Ki yoko Sano 



1502- A 
Newel l , Cal i f . 

Sept ember  10, 1345 

Mr , Edward J . Enni s 

Dear  Si r : 

At  the hear i ng conduct ed i n t hi s camp, I  st at ed a desi r e to 
have my c i t i zenshi p reno\ i nced. I  now pl ead f or  i t s cancel l at i on 
f or  i t  was not  my t r ap desi r e. I  am hopi ng t hat  you wi l l  under st and 
t he pr edi cament  whi ch pr essed me i nt o commi t i ng t hi s ac t . 

Bef or e t he out br eak of  t hi s war , I  was l i vi ng a peacef ul  l i f e 
wi t h my f ami l y at  a farm i n Ar cadi a, Cal i f or ni a. I  was t r ul y 
Amer i cani zed and got  al ong wel l  at  school  and wi t h ot her  peopl e 
i n gener al . I  bel i eved wi t h deep f ai t h the pr i nci pl es of  Demo-
cr acy: L i f e, L i ber t y, end the per sui t  of  happi ness r egar dl ess of  
Race, Col or , or  Cr eed. 

When my ol der  br ot her  vol unt eer ed f or  the Army, i t  was wi t h gr eat  
pr i de t hat  I  saw hi m of f  and f i r ml y bel i eved t hat  I  woul d be f ol l ow-
i ng hi m soon f or  I  al so had pl ent y to f i ght  f or  t hen. 

December  7, 1941 was the begi nni ng of  t hi ngs whi ch I  never  dreai  ed 
o f , t hi ngs whi ch upset  my appl e- car t . I t  was my J uni or  i n Hi gh 
School , I  r acked my br ai ns i n or der  to make t he gr ades necessar y f or  
the var i ous subj ect s I  was t aki ng whi ch i nci dent al l y was Ĉol l ege Pr ep" 
wi t h a maj or  i n sci ence, I  put  my soul  i nt o Amer i cani sm speeches, 
put t i ng emphasi s on cooper at i on agai nst  r aci al  pr ej udi ces whi ch I  
or at ed at  t he hi gh school  audi t or i um. 

I  went  to school  the day af t er  the war  st ar t ed wi t h the det er -
mi nat i on to pi t ch i n to wi n t he war  and to pr eser ve our  Democracy aid. 
way of  l i v i ng. Upon r eachi ng school  however , and dur i ng our  Pr es i dent 's 
Speech, we Ni sei s wer e separ at ed from the ot her  st udent s and was put  
i nt o a separ at e room. I  was unabl e to under st and al l  t hi s» I  was more 
bewi l der ed t han angr y. 

Then f ol l owed t he evacuat i on, maki ng me l eave school  and f or ci i g 
my f ami l y to sel l  ever yt hi ng at  di sgust i ngl y l ow pr i ces, sendi ng us 
i nt o an uncer t ai n f ut ur e wi t h pr act i cal l y empty pocket s, and above 
al l , Ixscx maki ng my f ai t h i n Amer i cani sm f al t er . 

The camps wer e f i l l ed wi t h peopl e l i ke mysel f  who wer e bi t t er  
because of  the i mpr i sonment  f or  a cr i me uncommi t t ed and t hey were al l  
unabl e to heal  t hi s f eel i ng and ext reme bi t t er ness. 

Movement  t o r el ocat i on cent er s f ol l owed whi ch to me was l i ke bei ng 
moved to a permanent  i nt er nment  camp, I  f el t  as t hough I  was bei ng 
t aken f ur t her  away f r om ever yt hi ng t hat  meant  anyt hi ng to me. 

I n the Hear t  Mount ai n r el ocat i on cent er  I  began to have a f ai nt  
hope once agai nbecause we were gi ven temporary passes to work on 
t he out si de of  the bar bed wi r ed f ences and away from the omi nous 
guar d t ower s. I  went  to Nebr aska to work on a sheep far m but  the 
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peopl e t her e wer e not  f r i endl y . I  r ecal l  s t oppi ng of f  at  a town 
onl y to have a bi g Caucasi an st ep up to me and warn me to get  out  
of  t own. Whenever  we v i s i t ed the town near  the far m, we al ways 
r ecei ved st ar es and had to t ake abuses. What  shocked me most  was 
t he t i me I  passed a gr oup of  young Caucasi ans and hear d one of  them 
say, "I  wi sh I  had a gun, I ' d get  me t hat  sl i my J ap." 

So, agai n I  r et ur ned to camp, wi t h t he spar k of  hopo dead i nsi de 
me. At  t he camp I  want ed to r i ni sh out  the r emai nder  of  my hi gh 
school  educat i on, but  bei ng wi t hout  money or  ext r a cl ot hi ng, I  
deci ded to wor k. Af  ew mont hs l at er , the r egi st r at i on came. Bei ng 
mad and l ed by angr y peopl e, I  si gned a doubl e "No" and as a r esul t , 
was l at er  segr egat ed to Tui e Lake Cent er . 

L i f e i n Tul e Lake was hect i c and t iamul tuous�- wi th gr oups al l owed 
to or gani ze and f l aunt  openl y ant i -  Amer i can i deal s . These or gani za-
t i ons soon r ei gned wi t h t he whi p of  pr essur e over  the camp and, 
unwi t t i ngl y, t housands wer e f or ced to do t hei r  bi ddi ng. Senunci a-
t i on of  o n e  ̂ .Amer i can c i t i zenshi p was j ust  what  t hey expect ed 
c i t i zcns to do and t hey saw to i t  t hat  i t  was done t hr ough pr essur e 
and pr opaganda. Cut  of f  f r om al l  r eal i t y as we ar e, the ef f ect s 
of  pr essur e, pr opaganda, and rumor  cannot  be under est i mat ed. I t  
was t hus I  appl i ed f or  the r enunci at i on of  my c i t i zenshi p. At  the 
t i me I  appl i ed f or  r enunci at i on, I  was 20 year s ol d. 

A shor t  whi l e l at er , my br ot her  i n the Army went  over seas to 
combat . I  began to t hi nk of  the Ni sei  sol di er s who made such 
spl endi d f i ght i ng r ecor ds and r eal i zed t hey must  have f ai t h to f i ght  
l i ke t hat . My hopes f or  the f ut ur e of  Amer i ca r enewed, I  was shocked 
i nt o the r eal i zat i on t hat  I  was an Amer i can at  hear t , but  wi t hout  
a c i t i zenshi p. 

So i t  i s t hat  I  beg of  you to r est or e me as a c i t i zen of  the 
Uni t ed St at es or  at  l east  to l et  me r el ocat e on par ol e. I  wi sh t o 
r est or e mysel f  and make a good name f or  t he Ni sei s�- Amer i cans. 

Si ncer el y your s, 

/ s / J i m Y. Sakamoto 



5601- E 
Newel l , Cal i f . 
September  6, 1945 

Mr . Edward J . Enni s 

Dear  Si r : 

I  was bor n at  St ockt on, Cal i f or ni a, on J une 7t h, 1913, and have 
been sent  to J apan, the dat e unknown si nce my par ent s have been 
dead when I  was a baby, but  about  I  was t hr ee year s ol d. Si nce 
t hen I  had been r ai sed i n J apan ufct i l  I  came back to t he Uni t ed 
St at es i n 1934. 

I n the Uni t ed St at es, I  went  one year  to t he grammar  school  
f or  .Amer i cani zat i on and al so about  one year  of  Hi gh School , and 
some ni ght  school . 

From December , 1937, I  had been wor ki ng f or  Mr . C.o . Ri t t er  
of  800 Devon Avenue, Los Angel es, Cal i f or ni a, as house- boy unt i l  
evacuat i on l aw f or ced me to the Manzanar  Camp on 1942. 

I t  was ver y sad to be f or ced i n the camp l i ke enemy al i en 
t hough I  was ent i t l ed to the Uni t ed St at es c i t i zenshi p l i ke ot her  
r ace of  t he Uni t ed St at i es Ci t i zens . Thi s act  of  evacuat i on of  
1942, suddenl y upset  my mi nd and si nce then I  doubt ed my r i ght  
of  the Uni t ed St at es Ci t i zenshi p. 

f t xxs srsry xai ta i s fsxsed i a tkx ssms l i ke snsmy aixea 
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I n Manzanar  camp, i f  anybody expr ess hi s l oyal t y to the 
Uni t ed St at es, beat en and abusi vel y bl amed by mob and somebodys. 
Thsse t hi ngs f or ced me to Tul e Lake Camp. 

I n Tul e Lake Camp, the t hi ngs were wor st  t han Manzanar . 
Any car el ess wor d of  sympathy to the Uni t ed St at es may cost  
one's l i f e. 

I n t hose condi t i on wi t h uncer t ai nt y of  r i ght  of  Ci t i zenshi p 
of  the Uni t ed St at es, al l  t hose sur r oundi ng ai r  and conf used 
emot i on, I  f ol l owed what  anybody whom I  know, has been doi ng. I  
t hought  t hat  was saf est  way, ot her wi se I  can't  st ay i n the camp 
wi t h saf et y. 

Al so, what  we hear  about  out si de the camp on J apanese r ace 
wer e most l y t er r i bl e news. Wher ever  I  go i n the camp, I  have been 
t ol d t i l l  t hose t er r i bl e st or i es one af t er  anot her . 

That  scar ed me of  out si de of  the camp, and so I  want ed t o st ay 
i n the camp at  l east  unt i l  War  i s over . 

But  ever ybody t ol d me, t hat  I  oiust  r enounce my c i t i zenshi p of  
the Uni t ed St at es, ot her wi se I  wi l l  be f or ced to out si de of  t he 
camp & to be mur der ed. 
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Bel i eve me, Si r , honest , I  was scar ed and I  appl i ed f or  
r enunouncement  of  the Uni t ed St at es c i t i zenshi p. 

The ot her  day I  got  l et t er  f rom Mr . C.P . Hi t t er , my for mer  
empl oyer  t hat  he coul d gi ve me a j ob. I t  was so ni ce of  hi m 
and I  r eal i zed t hat  I  was mi sl ed by the sur r oundi ng ai r . 

 ̂So wi l l  you pl ease cancel  my appl i cat i on of  the r enouncement  
of  the Uni t ed St at es Ci t i zenshi p? I f  you cannot  do t hi s , wi l l  y0-
pl ease gr ant  me par ol e and l et  me go back to wor k f or  Mr . Hi t t er . 

By the way, I  was not  member  of  the Hoshi dan nor  Hokokudan. 

Your s ver y t r ul y, 

/ s / Kent ar o Mor i oks 



CONFI DENTI AL September  25, 1945 

Mr . Edward J ,  Enni s 

Dear  Mr . Enni s: 

I  have r ecei ved your  not i ce of  Apr i l  17, 1945 t hat  my renunci at i on 
of  my Uni t ed St at es c i t i zenshi p has "been accept ed. I  f eel  t hat  I  am 
aski ng f or  somet hi ng al most  i mpossi bl e, but  I  woul d l i ke to have al l  
such forms cancel l ed. I f  t hi s i s i mpossi bl e may I  r equest  f or  a 
par ol e out  of  t hi s cent er  i n or der  to r et ur n to Sen Fer nando, Cal i -
f or ni a wher e I  r es i ded pr i or  to evacuat i on. I t  i s r egar di ng t hi s 
mat t er  t hat  I  am now wr i t i ng to you. I  do not  deny t hat  I  have 
appl i ed f or  r enunci at i on of  my c i t i zenshi p and t hat  you have accept ed 
but  I  can. t r ut hf ul l y say t hat  I  di d not  f ul l y r eal i ze the dr ast i c 
st ep I  was t aki ng. I  r eal i ze now the wor t hl ess st ep I  have t aken 
and i f  I  wer e i n the posi t i on wher e I  was abl e to t hi nk and deci de 
f or  mysel f , I  woul d never  have per mi t t ed mysel f  to be i nvol ved i n 
such a st upi d act  as to r enounce my r i ght s as a c i t i zen of  t he 
Uni t ed St at es, the onl y count r y I  know. I  say t hi s because I  was 

coer ced and dr i ven i nt o t hat  di r ect i on by act ual  t hr eat s of  vi ol ence 
so t hat  I  was unabl e to act  as a f r ee agent  and expr ess mysel f  f r eel y 
as I  am abl e to do so by t hi s per sonal  l et t er , 

Mr . Enni s, I  shudder  to t hi nk what  dr ast i c act i on I  have be ;n 
coer ced to t ake by no f aul t  of  mi ne. Pr i or  to evacuat i on I  was 
l i v i ng a l i f e l i ke any - American c i t i zen r egar dl ess of  my physi cal  
f eat ur es of  a J apanese. I  never  pl aced any thought  t o my ancest r y 
and never  dreamed t hat  t he t i me woul d ever  come when I  woul d be 
xHHsi  puni shed as a per son of  wr ong ancest r y. I  had the gr eat est  
f ai t h i n t he pr i nci pl es upon whi ch t hi s count r y was est abl i shed and 
was f ul l y Amer i cani zed as anyone el se whose ancest r y can be t r aced 
back to the gr oup who came to Amer i ca on the Mayf l ower , What  i s 
bot her i ng me t he most  now i s the f act  t hat  I  cannot  go back to my 
for mer  f r i ends wi t h whom I  have been r ear ed, wi t h whom I  at t ended 
school  and wi t h whom I  enj oyed common i nt er est  i n spor t s, and model  
ai r pl ane event s even t hough i n the event  you may make i t  possi bl e 
f or  me to be par ol ed out  of  t hi s cent er . The gap t hat  wi l l  exi st  
bet ween our  f r i endshi p whi ch was caused by t hat  sudden evacuat i on 
of  J apanese onl y i r r egar dl ess o f bei ng a c i t i zen or  of  my devot ed 
l oyal t y to Amer i ca, makes me f eel  t hat  t her e i s no hope f or  me 
ever  r egai n my for mer  posi t i on i f  I  cannot  be per mi t t ed to l eave 
t hi s cent er  or  to be depor t ed wi t hout  a c l ar i f i cat i on chf  the un&r -
l y i ng r easons behi nd my r enunci at i on whi ch I  am at t empt i ng to do by 
t hi s l et t er . What ever  your  r ecor ds may i ndi cat e me to be, I  have 
gr eat est  conf i dence i n your  j udgment  of  the pr edi cament  I  f ound 
mysel f  at  the t i me of  r enunci at i on conduct ed by the J ust i ce Depar t -
ment  i n t hi s cent er . 

L i f e t hat  I  enj oyed si nce the t i me of  my bi r t h was l i ke say t hat  
any J apanese Amer i can i n Cal i f or ni a exper i enced except  t hat  my f at her  
passed away i n 1933 when I  was 17 year s ol d, my s i st er  Kirr.i  was 13 
year s ol d; br ot her  J i mmy, 10; and Geor ge, 7, so mother  was the sol e 
suppor t er  of  our  f ami l y of  5 wi t h al l  of  us mi nor a yet  of  school  age. 
I  remember  hel pi ng mot her  by wor ki ng as a farm l abor er  dur i ng week 
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ends . She wor ked f or  a f l or i s t  i n or der  to suppor t  t he f ami l y. Prior  
to hi s deat h. Fat her  was a t  r uck far mer  havi ng come to Amer i ca i n 19j05 
from J apan. I  gr aduat ed i n 1925 from San Fer nando Hi gh. Ther e were 
ver y few J apanese i n our  gr aduat i ng cl ass so I  had al l  t he oppor t uni t y 
to b ecome acquai nt ed wi t h Caucasi an f el l ows and l ear ned to t hi nk, 
act  and bel i eve t hat  t her e wasn't  such a t hi ng as r aci al  di scr i mi nat i on. 
I  chummed ar ound wi t h Wi l l i am Lawr ence J ones whose dad was an engi neer  
f or  the Sout her n Pac i f i c Rai l r oad. I  was unabl e to cont i nue my educat i on 
al t hough I  wi shed so much to gr aduat e from col l ege i n mechani cal  dr af t i ng 
I  remember  Bi l l  enr ol l ed at  the Uni ver si t y of  Cal i f or ni a at  Los Angefe s 
and became a met al  shop t eacher . 

Af t er  gr aduat i on from hi gh school , I  hel ped mot her  by wor ki ng as 
farm l abor er  farr  a l ar ge nur ser y and pr i or  to evacuat i on mot her  and 
I  wer e sol e suppor t er  of  our  f ami l y. Dur i ng J ul y of  1940, one year  
pr i or  to t he out br eak of  t hi s war , my mot her  and s i st er  went  to J apan 
f or  a v i s i t . I t  i s a J apanese custom to t ake the ashes of  the deceased 
to the homel and f or  a for mal  bur i al . Upon compl et i ng t hi s mi ssi on, 
my mother  r et ur ned to Amer i ca despi t e t he ur gi ng of  her  r el at i ves to 
r emai n i n J apan. Mother  was det er mi ned to make her  l i v i ng wi t h the 
r est  of  us i n Amer i ca. My si st er  wi shed to remai n t her e f or  about  a 
year  or  two so Mot her  r et ur ned al one. The f ol l owi ng year  ar ound 
November , t her e wer e si gns of  possi bl e Pac i f i c conf l i ct  so I  at t empt  
to get  my s i st er  back to Amer i ca. Now my si st er  i s s t i l l  st r anded 
t her e. Si nce my s i st er  was t he onl y daught er  of  the f ami l y, my 
mot her  nat ur al l y was const ant l y wor r yi ng about  her . Mot her 's wor r i es 
were par t l y r esponsi bl e f or  the f act  the f ami l y had to come to t hi s 
unwhol esome Tul e Lake Concent r at i on camp. 

Dur i ng my mot her  and s i s t er 's absence, on Oct ober  16, 1940, I  
r egi st er ed f or  Sel ect i ve Ser vi ce j ust  as any l oyal  Amer i can f el l ow 
woul d have done wi t h no f eel i ng t hat  I  was of  J apanese ancest r y. 
At  t hat  t i me, I  was 24 year s ol d but  was def er r ed and r ec l ass i f i ed 
as 3- A because I  was the sol e suppor t er  of  2 mi nor s, my br ot her  
Geor ge who was 14 and my br ot her  J immy who was 1?. As soon as 
J i nmy gr aduat ed from hi gh school  and my mot her  r et ur ned from J apan, 
I  was no'l onger  3- A f or  Mother  and J immy wer e abl e to work f or  t he 
r est  of  the f ami l y. Thus, i n Mar ch of  1942 I  was r ec l ass i f i ed as 
1- A. I  di d not  mi nd t hi 3 at  al l  even t hough si nce Pac i f i c War  had 
begun, event ual  combat  assi gnment  was i nevi t abl e. I  had my pre-
i nduct i on physi cal  exami nat i on whi ch I  passed and I  wai t ed f or  t he 
day to r ecei ve my i nduct i on not i ce. Then, i n Apr i l , a month l at er , 
evacuat i on not i ce was announced and I  f ound mysel f  under  or der s to 
move i nt o the Manzanar  cent er  so I  i mmedi at el y went  to my l ocal  
dr af t  boar d and expl ai ned my pr edi cament . On Apr i l  28, 1942, I , 
l i ke many ot her s because o f wr ong ancest r y was evacuat ed wi t h t he 
f ami l y to Manzanar  cent er . I  r ecal l  at  t he t ime of  our  eval uat i on, 
my Caucasi an f r i ends whom I *ve known si nce I  was a k i d knee- hi gh to 
a gr asshopper ; f r i ends who knew the f ami l y even bef or e I  was bor n, 
came to our  hel p. They wer e sor r y to see us go and si ncer el y ex- ' 
pr essed t hei r  warm wi shes to see us back soon. My Caucasi an f r i ends 
who knew how I  was awai t i ng the cal l  to ser ve f or  t hi s count r y 
t hought  I  was bei ng i nduct ed i nt o the Army and were unawar e of  the 
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f act  t hat  I  was bei ng evacuat ed, as a J ap by a Pr esi dent i al  Procl ama-
t i on f or mul at ed by the Pr esi dent  of  t he Uni t ed St at es and execut ed 
by the Uni t ed St at es Army. I  shal l  zaaver  f or got  t hat  hear t ache we 
al l  suf f er ed at  t hat  par t i ng whi ch i f  i t  never  had occur r ed woul d 
never  have pl aced us i n a gr oup to be c l ass i f i ed at  t he end of  the 
war  as a "bunch of  sad J aps ." 

Af t er  our  bewi l der ed t r i p up i nt o Owens Val l ey, we came to the 
i mpr ovi sed concent r at i on camp sur r ounded by bar bed- wi r e f ences and 
deser t . We made t he best  of  t he conf usi on and unr est  one can expect  
when t housands of  peopl e ar e suddenl y moved from t hei r  homes to f ace 
a new type of  l i f e shr ouded wi t h the atmosphere of  a cl ose conf i nement . 
Her e i n the Manzanar  cent er  I  wai t ed f or  my i nduct i on paper s but  
i nst ead of  such f or ms, I  r ecei ved a r ec l ass i f i cat i on not i ce l at e 
t hat  year  of  1942 st at i ng t hat  I  was now "4- - C"� the same cl assi -
f i cat i on as an al i en. Thi s was the second bl ow to me f or  I  bel i eved 
mysel f  as a l oyal  Amer i can c i t i zen i n spi t e of  t he i mpl i cat i on of  
di st r ust  voi ced i n the evacuat i on or der . 

Soon af t er  i nt er nment  i n t he Manzanar  cent er , I  appl i ed f or  wo«: 
as f i r eman, a j ob I  never  dreamed I  woul d ever  be doing"', and st ar t ed 
to work i mmedi at el y to keep my mor al e up. I  l i ked t hi s j ob ver y wel l  
because t her e was a f i r e col l ege i n connect i on wi t h t he wor k whi ch 
enabl ed me to l ear n al l  about  f i ght i ng f i r es j ust  as i s done i n the 
Los Angel es Fi r e Depar t ment . Si nce t her e wer e so many i nt er est i ng 
t hi ngs to l ear n and so much to do, I  di d not  pl ace much t hought  to 
r el ocat i on pl ans the f i r s t  year . I  was t hor oughl y wr apped up i n my 
wor k and so even i n the December  6, 1942 r i ot , known as't he Manzanar  
Ri ot , I  di d not  wi t ness the i nci dent  because I  was capt ai n on dut y 
t hat  day and was r esponsi bl e f or  al l  of  the men on dut y. I  kept  al l  
of  them i n the st at i on so none of  them r ecei ved any i nj ur i es or  became 
i nvol ved i n t hat  r i ot . 

Whi l e at  Manzanar , asi de from my wor k, I  t ook act i ve par t  i n 
f cddhi st  chur ch f unct i ons. At  one par t y we gave f or  our  par ent s, we 

had as our  guest , Mr . Gal en M. Fi sher  of  the I nst i t ut e of  Pac i f i c 
Rel at i ons. He sat  next  to me at  the head of  the t abl e and we chat t ed 
and became acquai nt ed. Mr . Fi sher  l at er  wrote to me from Ogden, 
Ut ah t hanki ng me for  the pl easant  t i me at  the par t y. I  of t en wi nder  
how he woul d f eel  i f  he ever  l ear ned what  had harmened t hat  j ovi al  
f un- l ovi ng gr oup t hat  assembl ed t hat  ni ght  f or  the speci al  par t y. 

L i f e at  Manzanar  had many pl easant  memor i es f or  I  possess t hat  
Amer i can phi l osophy of  l i f e of  enj oyi ng and maki ng the most  of  what  I  
have. Then suddenl y i n Febr uar y of  1943, the quest i on of  r egi st r at i on 
was t hr ust  upon us . The Manzanar  Cent er  l i ke the Tul e Lake Cent er , 
was si t uat ed i n the excl uded ar ea of  Cal i f or ni a where no per son of  
J apanese ancest r y can ent er . The r eal  pur pose of  t hi s new i ssue was 
not  expl ai ned c l ear l y. Conf usi on, suspi ci on, and di st r ust  came 
over  the whol e camp. I  was t hor oughl y t aken by sur pr i se when t hi s 
r egi st r at i on i ssue came up. Unt i l  t hen I  had f or got t en al l  about  my 
r ec l ass i f i cat i on as "4- C" whi ch was not  because of  my r equest  but  
r egi st r at i on quest i ons ar oused i n me t hat  unpl easant  4- C c l ass i f i cat i on. 
I t  r emai ned i n my mi nd so when the i nt er vi ewer  appr oached me the way 
he di d, I  was compel l ed to answer  as I  di d. The' i nt er vi ewer  was 
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Li eut enant  Sogar d of  t he Uni t ed St at es Ar my. As soon as I  
st epped i nt o the room he asked angr i l y, "Ar e you l oyal ?" I  sai d, 
"No." and al so t cl d hi m I  had pl anned to t ake Mother  to J apan. 
That  was al l  he asked* He di d not  ask my I  chose to say "no" nor  
t he under l yi ng r eason why I  had to say Mother  want ed to r et ur n to 
J apan. I  want ed to t el l  him my posi t i of f  and f eel i ngs "but  any appr oach 
of  t hat  sor t  f r i ght ened me to l i mi t  my conver sat i on. From then t i l l  
segr egat i on I  was promoted sever al  t i mes from assi st ant  capt ai n to 
assi st ant  chi ef  then to chi ef  and i nst r uct or  of  the f i r e col l ege. I  
must  say my st ay at  Manzanar  was a ver y pl easant  one wi t h a f eel i ng 
t hat  I  was acqui r i ng so much i n l i ne of  educat i on whi ch I  was unabl e 
to at t ai n on t he out s i de. 

Then came Febr uar y of  1944 when segr egat i on of  so- cal l ed "di sl <y al s" 
to M e Lake Cent er  began. I  was cl assed as "di s l oyal " mer el y becsrue 
I  di dn't  get  a f ai r  chance to answer  r ay quest i on a year  bef or e. J u& 
bef or e we wer e l eavi ng Manzanar , our  acquai nt ance of  l ong st andi ng, 
Mr . Andr e, owner  of  a t i r eshop back home, came wi t h our  bel ongi ngs 
whi ch we di d not  sel l  at  the t i me of  evacuat i on f or  we wer e pl anni ng 
to r et ur n soon to our  for mer  home. The house i n whi ch we l i ved i s 
s t i l l  l ef t  vacant  f or  our  r et ur n. We t ol d hi m we wer e goi ng to the 
Tul e Lake Segr egat i on Camp. He seemed to l ay ver y l i t t l e thought  to 
t he mat t er  and f el t  i t  was our  busi ness. I f  he was sur pr i sed at  t he 
change two year s i n camp had. made upon us , he di d not  expr ess i t . 
Mr . Andr e was a si ncer e man who knew us so wel l . He sponsor ed our  
sof t bal l  team back home. I  pl ayed cat cher  on t hat  team f or  3 year s, 
I t  was t hr ough hi m, I  l ear ned my f r i end, Bi l l  J ones, had been promoted 
to the r ank of  Capt ai n i n the Uni t ed St at es Army. A J apanese f r i end 
of  mi ne i s now back i n San Fer nando wor ki ng f or  Mr . Andr e. At  our  
par t i ng t hen, Mr . Andr e asked us to wr i t e af t er  we r eached the Tal e 
Lake Camp. 

We were t r ansf er r ed from Manzanar  to Tul e Lake i n Febr uar y, 1944 
af t er  the November  Ri ot  whi ch l ast ed f or  t ô maths at  the Tul e Lake 
Cent er . The cent er  was f ar  f rom what  I  expect ed] I t  was i n al l  sense 
a concent r at i on camp.' Never  di d I  dream t hat  so much was goi ng to 
happen to me as soon as I  was l ocked i n t hi s cent er  whi ch was f ar  
f r om anyt hi ng I  had ever  exper i enced. I t  was sur r ounded by 2 hi gh 
f ences wi t h guar ds i n many guar dt ower s pl aced at  supposedl y st r at egi c 
posi t i ons as one f i nds i n penal  i nst i t ut i ons f or  i ncor r i gi bl es. I n 
t hi s camp wer e many mi nor s who had to be wi t h t hei r  par ent s. Ther e 
wer e many who can be pr oven to be not hi ng but  l oyal  but  mere f or  one 
r eason or  ot her  had r emai ned or  dr i f t ed i nt o t hi s camp. A f ence was 
bui l t  to di vi de the Caucasi an peopl e who wor ked f or  the WHA from the 
r esi dent s of  the cent er . When we wer e t r ansf er r ed, the camp si t uat i on 
af t er  the November  Bi ot  was as sumed to be back to nor mal . At  l east  
t hat  was what  I  expect ed but  I  l ear ned l at er  t hat  the si t uat i on was 
qui t e on the cont r ar y. Ther e seemed to be a cer t ai n power f ul  gr oup 
r ul i ng the peopl e of  the cent er  and whom ever yone f ear ed. They were 
l at er  cal l ed the Hoshi  Dan and Hokoku Sei nen Dan. I  was r adi cal l y 
agai nst  such an or gani zat i on bei ng per mi t t ed to exi s t  i n t hi s con-
gest ed col ony wher e no one was f r ee to act  and t hi nk f or  hi msel f . 
No one i n our  f ami l y wa.s i nvol ved i n ohese or gani zat i ons unt i l  t hat  
f at sl  ni ght  of  Oct ober  1944, whi ch was months bef or e r enunci at i on 
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pr ocedur e was i nt r oduced to the col ony by the J ust i ce Depar t ment . 
As myr r i end, my br ot her  and I  wer e on our  way to ni ght  school , we 
came upon a man st andi ng bet ween the messhal l  and a bar r ack. Hi s 
mot i ons caused us to st op and i nvest i gat e. Befor e I  cal l  away my 
f r i end, he was sl ashed by a shar p kni f e on the l ef t  si de of  hi s f ace J  
Soon t her eaf t er  I  l ear ned t hat  the man was i nf l uent i al  i n the Hoshi  
Dan and was a r esi dent  of  the same bl ock as our  fami l y,' The 
br ut al i t y of  the at t ack pl aced dr eadf ul  f ear  upon ever yone i n our  
bl ock who wer e not  connect ed wi t h the Hoshi  Dan f or  i t  was obvi ous 
what  one may expect  i f  one r ef used to r ecogni ze the or gani zat i on as 
my f r i end, my bor t her  and I  had done. Hyst er i a of  t er r or i sm spr ead 
to ot her  bl ocks i n the col ony and t hose who wer e n on- members wer e 
hel pl ess l y dr i ven to submi t  t hemsel ves to the i nf l uence of  t he Hoshi  
Dan Members f or  f ear s of  physi cal  i nj ur i es . The kni f er  was soon 
appr ehended but  the r est  of  us were hel pl ess l y l ef t  i n t he col ony 
wi t h i mmedi at e f ear s of  bei ng the next  pr ey of  t hi s mer ci l ess gr oup 
i n whi ch t hi s kni f er  was a member . Despi t e Mot her 's pl eas to st ay 
out  of  t hi s kni f i ng case, I  went  to t he t r i al s as a wi t ness of  the 
i nci dent  because I  f el t  i t  was r ay dut y to pr osecut e t he vi ol at or  and 
to bhsL enf or ce peace i n our  cent er , I  was pl aced i n a danger ous 
posi t i on by act i ng as wi t ness f or  I  was eyed as an "enu" or  i nf or mer  
of  al l  the act i v i t i es wi t hi n t hi s camp by t he members of  t hi s gr oup. 
Our  whol e f ami l y was wr apped i n f ear s. Mot her , who i s f or t y- ni ne 
year s ol d, was so ner vous and upset  about  my saf et y so i n the 
meant i me she r egi st er ed as a member  of  the Hoshi  Dan to save me from 
possi bl e beat i ng or  kni f i ng. I t  wasn't  l ong bef or e ever yone who had 
no i nt ent i on at  f i r s t , wer e coer ced to become a member  of  the Hoshi  
Dan f or  f ear  of  physi cal  vi ol ence. We had no ot hef  choi ce f or  we 
had no way of  movi ng out  or  away from t er r or i sm i h t hi s f enced- i n 
concent r at i on camp. Ther e wer e no ot her  ways out  because r el ocat i on 
was not  per mi t t ed i n Tul e La.ke at  that  t i me and al so i n such f r enzy 
i t  was i mpossi bl e to even ment i on the word "r el ocat i on." I t  was j u & 
maddeni ng how much power  t hat  gr oup was abl e to exer t  upon us agai nst  
our  wi shes. 2ven at  the t r i al s , I  was i nhi bi t ed to expr ess mysel f  
f r eel y f or  f ear  of  vi ol ence upon my i mmedi ate f ami l y as wel l  as my 
i nnocent  f r i ends. Af t er  he was sent enced he l at er  r et ur ned to our  
bl ock whi ch j ust  added more hor r i f yi ng ment al  st r ai n upon us al l . 

The year  ended qui et l y wi t hout  anot her  i nci dent  f or  we were 
super f i c i al l y members of  t he or gani zat i on. We compl i ed by cl i ppi ng 
our  hai r  aiiu. to t he r egul at i ons of  t hat  or gani zat i on. I  was 
mar r i ed i n Febr uar y, 1945 to a gi r l  from the same bl ock as our s whose 
f ami l y wer e members of  the or gani zat i on f or  the same r eason as we 
wer e. Then on t he 12t h of  Febr uar y, my br ot her  George was i nt er ned 
at  Bi smar ck I nt er nment  Camp i n Nor t h Dakot a. At  t he t i me of  hi s 
appr ehensi on, he had j ust  become a member  but  si nce he was l i s t ed on 
a member shi p l i s t  whi ch was conf i scat ed by WHA, he was t aken. I  
remember  he had hi s r enunci at i on hear i ng j ust  bef or e mi ne. He was 
ei ght een year s ol d t hen havi ng gr aduat ed i n December , 1944 from Tr i -
St at e Hi gh on t he pr oj ect . Si nce he was onl y a k i d, he was af r ai d 
to wi t hdr aw from the or gani zat i on si nce t he pr essur e pl aced upon hi m 
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was too gr eat . I  r egr et  ver y much that  I  sent  my br ot her  as a member  
of  the Sei nen Dan but  t hat  was t he onl y way out  at  t hat  t i me, f or  he 
had sacr i f i ced hi msel f  i n or der  to pr ot ect  our  f ami l y. He r ecent l y 
wr ot e t hat  he wi l l  at t empt  to be r el eased from Bi smar ck and j oi n t he 
f ami l y i n Tal e Lake. 

As I  r ecal l  now, I  appear ed at  the r enunci at i on hear i ng the f i r s t  
par t  of  Mar ch when the camp was l i vel i er  t han usual  by the act i v i t i es 
of  r adi cal  or gani zat i ons to make us al l  r enounce our  c i t i zenshi p. 
Thei r  power  was augment ed by the fer vor  ar oused by per i odi c removal  
of  t hese agi t at or s by the Depar t ment  of  J ust i ce. Once a member  of  
t he or gani zat i on, t her e was no way of  wi t hdr awi ng from t hat  organi zer  
t i on and of  f eel i ng saf e to roam i n t hi s col ony. I t  was so bad t hat  
t hose who di d not  r enounce st at ed i n publ i c t hey had r enounced i n 
or der  avoi d t he consequences of  a per son who di d not  r enounce. Dur i ng 
t he t i me hear i ngs were conduct ed i n t hi s cent er , t hese or gani zat i ons 
wer e per mi t t ed to di spl ay t hei r  mi ght  and power  so ost ent at i ousl y as 
t hough t hei r  sel f i sh ai m was the i nt ent i ons of  ever yone i n t hi s camp 
I t  i s j ust  di sgust i ng to bel i eve t hat  the J ust i ce Depar t ment  and the 
WRA r emai ned on the si del i ne to w at ch us al l  r enounce agai nst  our  
wi shes when we coul dn't  act  f r eel y and expr ess our  t r ue f eel i ngs 
t owar d t hi s count r y. I t  may seem as t hough the hear i ng was conduct ed 
i n pr i vacy; however , when ot her s wi t hi n the bl ock kept  cur i ous wat ch 
to see who di d or  who di d not  r ecei ve l et t er s from t he J ust i ce Depar t -
ment , or  who di d or  di d not  r ecei ve speci al  hear i ng not i ces, t her e w s 
no way out  unl ess one r enounced f or  ot her wi se one woul d be f aced with 
t he sad pr edi cament  of  bei ng eyed as a doubl ecr osser . I 've never  
bel i eved t hat  such gangst er i sm coul d ever  have been t ol er at ed by any 
l aw- enf or ci ng body.' 

Befor e I  appear ed at  the hear i ng, I  debat ed about  appear i ng and 
ponder ed i f  t her e wasn't  some way t o avoi d r enunci at i on. Ther e r eal l y 
was no way out  wi t h so much f ear  har assi ng me wi t h addi t i onal  wor r i es 
over  my br ot her  Geor ge's apprehenfci on, so I  was compel l ed to appear  
at  t hat  hear i ng. At  my hear i ng I  was - unable to expr ess mysel f  
t hor oughl y except  to say t hat  I  want ed to t ake mother  t o J apan so 
she wi l l  be abl e to j oi n her  daught er . I  r egr et  t hat  I  di d not  t el l  
you my r easons f or  r enounci ng at  t hat  t i me. My hear i ng was about  
2 mi nut es l ong. ' No doubt  the Hear i ng Of f i cer  was aggr avat ed by my 
hai r  cl i pped shor t  whi ch was no f aul t  of  mi ne. I  avoi ded wear i ng 
r egul at i on sweat er s wi t h t he r i s i ng sun embl em. 

You may wonder  why I  am so f r eel y expr essi ng mysel f  now when I  
wasn't  abl e to do so bef or e. Now t her e i s no pr essur e and I  am sur e 
you are aware of  the bl ow t he uncondi t i onal  sur r ender  of  J apan was 
to t hese f anat i cs of  t hose r adi cal  or gani zat i ons who have qui et ed down 
now. Mr . Enni s, does i t  mean t hat  the l aws of  the Uni t ed St at es doas 
not  i mpl y j ust i ce upon a per son l i ke mysel f  who was compel l ed to 
r enounce agai nst  one's wi shes? Mr . Enni s, upon what  l aws of  the 
Uni t ed St at es am I  compel l ed to suf f er  because of  bei ng a per son of  
J apanese ancest r y whi ch i s no f aul t  of  mi ne? Mr . Snni s, by what  l aws 
of  the Uni t ed St at es was I  conf i ct ed to be evacuat ed from my home 
and my f r i ends? Mr . i i i ni s, upon what  l aws of  the Uni t ed St at es was 
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subj ect ed to ever  be doubt ed as a "l oyal  Amer i can" when I  had once 
been c l ass i f i ed as 1- A? Mr . Snni s, does r enunci at i on af t er  the f our  
year s of  ay c onf i nement  s i gni f y t hat  I  am no l onger  a subj ect  of  t he 
Uni t ed St at es j ust  because I  was f or ced to r enounce my ci t i zenshi p? 

Mr . f i nni s, i n spi t e of  r ay pr edi cament  t hat  I  am now subj ect  to 
depor t at i on, I  do s t i l l  have the f ai t h i n the di scr et i on of  those wto 
execut e and enf or ce the l aw t hat  t her e i s yet  some hope to have a 
r ehear i ng upon my case ax wi t h some consi der at i on of  my past  exper i ence 
whi ch I  have hast i l y cover ed i n t hi s l et t er . I  s i ncer el y hope t hat  
my case wi l l  be consi der ed as wel l  as my two br ot her s and my wi f e. 
I  shal l  be most  gl ad to abi de by any r egul at i ons set  by you i n 
r est or i ng my former  st at us as Amer i can c i t i zen. 

î ncer el y. 

Ber r y i i or i masa Tamur p 
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Newel l , Cal i f . 
September  1?, 1945 

Mr . SJ iward J . Bnni s 

Dear  Mr . Enni s: 

Thi s i s to ent r eat  you a f avour , f or  r egai ni ng my Uni t ed St at es 
Nat i onal i t y. Al t hough I  appear ed to one of  the hear i ng conduct ed 
dur i ng the month of  J anuar y 1945, I  have not  r ecei ved an appr oval  
as yet . I  am hopi ng i t  has not  "been appr oved f or  I  air  anxi ous to 
have my r enounci at i on cancel l ed. I  r eal i zed t hat  I  have made a 
ser i ous mi st ake f or  r enounci ng my c i t i zenshi p. But  i f  I  expl ai n 
to you the r easons why I  conduct ed such a dr ast i c act  cont r ar y to 
my bel i ef , I  hope you wi l l  r econsi der  my r enounci at i on and gr ant  
me a f ai r  dec i s i on. 

I n Oct ober  1942, when I  was i n the Gi l a Ri ver  Rel ocat i on Cent er , 
I  r ecei ved a not i f i cat i on f r om the West er n Def ense Commander  i n San 
Fr anci sco, st at i ng t hat  my name i s on the l i s t  of  nat i onal  exchange, 
whi ch obvi ousl y, my mot her  has appeal ed to tne J apanese government  
f or  my r et ur n, and I  was of f er ed whet her  I  wouio. accept  i t  or  not . 
i  decl i ned i t  Oocausc i  wei i r vea i n Mer i t '.« ana i  pr ©i cxr «u. r em«.m-
i ng xxi  vuo uui bea st at es . Pr i or  to evacuat i on, I  was a member  of  
t he J apanese Amer i can Ci t i zen League and I  ser ved honor abl y as an 
act i ve member  i n the Washi ngt on Townshi p Chapt er , Cent er vi l l e, 
Cal i f or ni a. At  t hat  t i me, I  sworn an oat h of  al l egi ance to Amer i ca 
bef or e a not ar y publ i c whi ch i s r ecor ded at  the pr oper  aut hor i t i es 
i n Al ameda Count y, I  am sure t hat  wi l l  pr ove my l oyal i t y to 
mer i ca. My f eel i ng at  t hat  t i me was as I  pl edged mysel f  as to be 

honor  to her  at  al l  t ime and al l  pl aces, and obey her  l aws, because 
I  bel i eved i n Amer i ca's i nst i t ut i ons, i deal s , and t r adi t i ons, and 
I  t r ust  she bel i eves i n me. However , anot her  not i f i cat i on per t ai n-
i ng to same subj ect  was r ecei ved from the St at e Depar t ment  dur i ng 
t he month of  J anuar y 1943, whi ch I  was hesi t at ed and coul d not  
answer ed i t  as pr ompt l y as I  di d on the pr evi ous one because I  have 
an aged mot her  r es i di ng i n J apan whom I  am par t i ng f or  near l y 
ei ght  year s. At  t hat  t i me, I  t hought  she i s wor r yi ng about  me and 
t hought  she i s maki ng al l  ef f or t s to cal l  me back. I t  was a hear t -
br eak deci si on but  I  accept ed the of f er , j ust  to ease my mot her 's 
anxi et y. Al so t her e was anot her  r eason ifa accept i ng i t . That  i s 
i n the I nt er nat i onal  l aw, I  under st and, t hat  the exchangees ar e 
f or bi dden to f i ght  or  wor k i n the def ense pl ant  at  t i me when the 
count r y i s at  war . So I  t hought  i t  wi l l  not  cont r adi ct  my bel i ef  
i n Amer i can way of  l i f e. 

I n August  1942, I  was desi gnat ed as a r epat r i at e and l ef t  Gi l a 
Cent er  f or  J er sey Ci t y i n or der  to embark on aboar d the Exchange 
Shi p, Gr i psol m. However , unf or t unat el y, i n the l ast  mi nut es I  was 
r ej ect ed to abor d because of  l acki ng space i n th3 Gr i psol m. Then, 
I  wai t ed t hr ee days at  the El i es I sl and f or  an ar r angement  of  a 
t r ai n bounded f or  Rowher  Rel ocat i on Cent er , Ar kansas. Dur i ng t hat  
t i me I  r eal i zed t hat  I  had made a gr eat  mi st ake cont r ar y to my bel i ef , 
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and I  i mpl or ed one of  the of f i cer  r epr esent ed the St at e Depar t ment  t> 
r el i nqui sh my pl an to r et ur n to J apan dur i ng the i n war . He r epl i ed 
t hat ; t hat  i s beyond my power , and was t ol d t hat  I  em boundi ng f or  
Rowher  Cent er , Ar kansas wher e I  can take a pr oper  st ep. As soon as 
I  ar r i ved at  Rowher  I  went  to Soci al  Wel f ar e and t ook a pr oper  st ep 
to cancel  my pl an and go back to Gi l a. Even my uncl e, who was 
l i v i ng at  Gi l a had ar r anged my r et ur n t hr ough but  i t  was 

f ai l ed. As a mat t er  of  f ac t , I  havd keepi ng the l et t er s and t el egr em 
t hat  my uncl e had sent  to me dur i ng t hat  t i me whi ch cer t ai nl y woul d 
pr ove my ef f or t s . Hence, I  was br ought  to Tul e Lake Segr egat i on 
Cent er  pendi ng a next  nat i onal  exchange. Agai n, I  desi r ed to cancel  
my pl an, so I  went  to the Soci al  Wel f ar e to r equest  to go back to 
Gi l a Cent er , but  I  agai n coul d not  f ul f i l l ed my desi r e. I  gave up 
al t oget her  i n despai r  because I  had at t empt ed t hr ee t i mes to con-
eel  my pl an and i t  wer exMB*A«i  unsucceeded. What  coul d I  do? But  
bei ng r epat r i at ed. Then t he so- cal l ed Tul e Lake i nci dent  occur r ed. 
Bei ng r esi ded i n Tul e Lake I  was thrown i nt o an abnormal  s i t uat i on. 
Mor eover , rumours have const ant l y spr ead, and what  wor se was those 
f anat i cal  gr oup l ed t hi s cent er  i nt o more abnor mal i t y; and a maj or i t y 
began r enounci ng t hei r  Amer i can Ci t i zenshi p. At  t hat  t i me, I  r ecei ved 
a l et t er  f rom my mot her  t hr ough t he I nt er nat i onal  Red Cr oss, st at i ng 
t hat  she i s wel l  and awai t i ng my r et ur n. J ust  t hen, a rumour  hear d-
t hat  the nat i onal  exchanges wi l l  be t aki ng pl aces i n the ver y near  
f ut ur e, even t he newspaper  have pr i nt ed such i n t hei r  ar t i c l es . 
Si mul t aneousl y, a rumour  agai n spr ead t hat  the Ni sei , or  J apanese 
Amer i can who have r et ur ned to J apan on a pr evi ous exchange shi p wer e 
i mpr i soned f or  not  r enounci ng t hei r  Amer i can Ci t i zenshi p. Wi t hout  
r econsi der at i on I  appl i ed f or  r enounci at i on whi ch I  found out  af t er -
war d t hat  i t  was a ptngrounded r umour s. 

A hear i ng was conduct ed, I  di d not  have a chance to expr ess my 
si ncer i t y whi ch I  am r egr et t i ng t er i i bl y now. 

I  am pl eadi ng f or  anot her  chance to expr ess my f eel i ngs i n an 
envi r onment  whi ch r eal l y saf eguar ds me to know what  I  am sayi ng and 
doi ng. I f  i t  i s si mpl y i mpossi bl e to r egai n my c i t i zenshi p, pl ease 
i nfor m me how I  can be par ol ed out  of  t hi s cent er  to j oi n my uncl e, 
who i s now l i v i ng i n Oakl and, Cal i f or ni a, i nst ead of  bei ng depor t ed. 

NAME: Mi nor u Matsumoto 
Fami l y Number : 7352 
Bi r t h Pl ace: For t  Hal l , I daho 
Bi r t hday: Febr uar y 5, 1920 

Your  k i nd at t ent i on r egar di ng t hi s mat t er  shal l  be gr eat l y appr eci at ed. 

Your s most  si ncer el y, 



Augus t  10, 19 '45 

My dear  Mr . Besi g: 

Thi s i s i n f ur t her  r epl y to your  l et t er s of  J ul y 6 and J ul y 17 
concer ni ng det ent i ons at  Tul e Lake for  v i o l at i on of  the speci al  pr oj ect  
r egul at i ons pr ohi bi t i ng J apanese nat i onal i s t i c ac t i v i t i es . We have 
compl et ed our  i nvest i gat i on and i n t hi s l et t er  I  shal l  r epor t  r at her  
f ul l y our  f i ndi ngs and concl usi ons. 

Basi cal l y t her e ar e, I  bel i eve, t hr ee poi nt s t hat  concer n you: 
(1) The need f or  and hence the r easonabl eness of  the speci al  pr oj ect  
r egul at i ons, (2) t he appar ent  l ack of  any l i mi t at i ons upon the di scr et i on 
bx gh of  t he Pr oj ect  Di r ect or  i n enf or ci ng the r egul at i ons, and (3) an 
appar ent  abuse of  aut hor i t y i n i mposi ng cer t ai n sent ences i nvol vi ng 
mi nor s. I  shoul d l i ke to t ake up each of  t hese poi nt s i n t ur n. 

1. When Tul e Lake became a segr egat i on cent er , WRA. adopt ed a pol i cy of  
per mi t t i ng evacuees to oper at e J apanese l anguage school s and engage i n 
J apanese cul t ur al  ac t i v i t i es , i n r ecogni t i on of  the f act  that  many of  the 
r esi dent s si ncer el y desi r ed r epat r i at i on to J apan and t hat  t hei r  chi l dr en 
shoul d be gi ven an oppor t uni t y to become acquai nt ed wi t h J apanese cul t ur e 
Unf or t unat el y t hi s pol i cy was ut i l i zed as an ent er i ng wedge by a number  d 
st r ongl y pr o- J apanese evacuees f or  the f or mat i on of  vi r ul ent l y pro- J apa-
nese nat i onal i s t i c or gani zat i ons. These evacuees wer e mot i vat ed chi ef l y 
by the desi r e to at t ai n st andi ng i n the eyes of  the J apanese government  
and obt ai n posi t i ons of  l eader shi p i n the col ony. To t hi s end t hey 
i nst i t ut ed J apanese- t ype mi l i t ar y dr i l l , mass exer ci ses, bugl i ng, wear i ng 
of  J apanese i ns i gni a, emperor  wor shi p cer emoni al s, pr o- J apanese demon-
st r at i ons, and ot her  pur el y J apanese nat i onal i s t i c act i v i t i es desi gned 
not  to ser ve any cul t ur al  pur poses but  to i ns t i l l  i n the Tul e Lake peopl e 
a f anat i cal  devot i on to the pr i nci pl es of  t he mi l i t ar i s t  r egi me i n J apan. 
By pr eyi ng on f ear  of  Sel ect i ve Ser vi ce t hey i nduced par ent s to exer t  
pr essur e on t hei r  chi l dr en to j o i n the or gani zat i ons. I n addi t i on t hey 
r esor t ed to i nt i mi dat i on, t hr eat s of  vi ol ence and act ual  vi ol ence i n 
coer ci ng r esi dent s to j oi n t he or gani zat i ons and par t i c i pat e i n t hei r  
demonst r at i ons. I t  was pr i mar i l y due to t he pr essur es of  t hese or gani za-
t i ons t hat  over  80 per cent  of  the c i t i zens el i gi bl e to do so appl i ed 
f or  r enunci at i on of  c i t i zenshi p t hi s past  wi nt er . When Depar tment  of  
J ust i ce r epr esent at i ves ar r i ved at  Tul e Lake to conduct  hear i ngs on 
appl i cat i ons, the or gani zat i ons st epped u p t hei r  demonst r at i ons and 
t hei r  pr essur es on the appl i cant s. Undoubt edl y many of  the appl i cant s 
wer e i n tho gr i p of  the emot i onal  hyst er i a cr eat ed by t hese or gani zat i ons 
or  act ual l y act i ng under  f ear  of  vi ol ence, i n conf i r mi ng t hei r  desi r e to 
r enounce c i t i zenshi p dur i ng t he hear i ngs. The gener al  uni f or mi t y of  t he 
answer s gi ven i ndi cat ed t hat  the appl i cant s were wel l  coached. These 
f act s ar e r ef l ect ed i n an i ncr easi ng vol ume of  cancel l at i on r equest s from 
Tul e Lake r enunci ant s, who f r ankl y st at e i n many cases t hat  t hey were 
act i ng under  compul si on i n r enounci ng t hei r  c i t i zenshi p. 

On J anuar y I S, 1945, Mr . J ohn Bur l i ng, speci al  r epr esent at i ve of  the 
At t or ney Gener al  conduct i ng r enunci at i on hear i ngs at  Tul e Lake, addr essed 
z l at t er  to the heads of  the two pr i nci pal  or gani zat i ons set t i ng f or t h 
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t he posi t i on of  the depar tment  of  J ust i ce t owar d the act i v i t i es of  
t he or gani zat i on. A copy of  t hat  l et t er  i s encl osed (Exhi bi t  I ) . I n 
t hat  l et t er  Mr . Bur l i ng, speaki ng f or  the At t or ney Gener al , st r ongl y 
condemned the act i v i t i es of  the or gani zat i ons and st at ed t hat  t hey must  
st op. Despi t e t hi s l et t er , whi ch was wi del y ci r cul at ed i n t he cent er , 
t he act i v i t i es of  the or gani zat i ons di d not  abat e. I n or der  to mai nt ai n 
peace and or der , pr ot ect  the Tul e Lake r esi dent s who wer e l oyal  to t hi s 
count r y or  who di sagr eed wi t h the ai ms and obj ect i ves of  the or gani za-
t i ons, and to 8t op the subver si ve act i v i t i es of  t hese gr oups, two st eps 
wer e t aken. One was t he t r ansf er  of  the known al i en l eader s of  the 
or gani zat i ons (i nc l udi ng per sons who had r enounced t hei r  c i t i zenshi p) 
to i nt er nment  camps. The ot her  was t he adopt i on of  the speci al  pr oj ect  
r egul at i ons pr ohi bi t i ng t he over t  demonst r at i ons whi ch were fundament al  
t o the or gani zat i ons' pr ogr ams. 

As a r esul t  of  t h ŝe st eps t h; or gani zat i ons have l ost  much of  
t hs i r  pr est i ge. Many evacuees who j oi ned the or gani zat i ons have not i f i ed 
WRA of  t hei r  wi t hdr awal  from member shi p. Opposi t i on to the or gani zat i ons 
has come out  of  hi di ng. Never t hel ess the i nf l uence of  the or gani zat i ons 
i s s t i l l  st r ong, and t hei r  act i v i t i es cont i nue. The Di r ect or  of  the War  
Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y bel i eves enfor cement  of  the speci al  pr oj ect  r egul a-
t i ons i s s t i l l  necessar y i n or der  to mai nt ai n l aw and or der  at  Tul e Lake 
and guar ant ee to the l aw- abi di ng r esi dent s the r i ght  to l i ve i n peace 
and f r ee from f ear  of  vi ol ence and r ecr i mi nat i on f or  f ai l ur e to asser t  
aggr essi ve l oyal t y to J apanese war  ai ms. I n t he l i ght  of  the f act s I  
am unabl e to di sagr ee wi t h hi s concl usi on. 

2. As you st at e, t he speci al  pr oj ect  r egul at i ons assi gn no def i ni t e 
penal t y f or  t he pr ohi bi t ed act s . These r egul at i ons wer e, however , i ssued 
under  and subj ect  to t he pr ovi si ons of  WRA i nt er nal  secur i t y r egul at i ons 
appl i cabl e to al l  cent er s (Exhi bi t  I I ) . These over - al l  r egul at i ons 
pr escr i be pr ocedur al  saf eguar ds wi t h r espect  t o ar r est s and prompt  
ar r ai gnment  and hear i ng. The r i ght  of  the accused to counsel  i s 
guar ant eed and the Pr oj ect  Di r ect or  i s spec i f i cal l y r esponsi bl e f or  
seei ng t hat  a compl ete case i s f ai r l y pr esent ed. The maximum penal t y 
t hat  can be i mposed by a Pr oj ect  Di r ect or  f or  commi ssi on of  any one 
of f ense i s i mpr i sonment  f or  not  mora t han t hr ee mont hs. I n addi t i on , any 
evacuee may of  cour se car r y hi s case di r ect l y to t he Di r ect or  of  the 
Aut hor i t y i f  he bel i eves t hat  he has been unj ust l y deal t  wi t £, and dur i ng 
t he cour se of  cent er  oper at i ons a number  of  evacuees have done so. 

Our  i nvest i gat i on has r eveal ed no depar t ur e from t hese over - al l  
r egul at i ons by the Pr oj ect  Di r ect or  i n t he enfor cement  of  the speci al  
pr oj ect  r egul at i ons. Whi l e t he sent ence i mposed i n a number  of  cases 
has exceeded 90 days, t hi s has been because more than one of f ense was 
commi t t ed. We have found no i nst ance i n whi ch the sent ence i mposed ex-
ceeded 90 days on any one count . Out  of  454 per sons appr ehended f or  open 
vi ol at i on of  t he speci al  pr oj ect  r egul at i ons, 424 have been r el eased 
wi t hout  f ur t her  act i on, af t er  l ect ur es on t hei r  behavi or . El even r ecei ve 
sent ences r angi ng from 90 to 270 days. The r emai nder  r ecei ved sent ences 
of  90 to 360 days, wi t h 60 t o 250 days of  the sent ence suspended on 
condi t i on that  t hey not  vi ol at e t he r egul at i ons af t er  r el ease. I t  has 
been the gener al  pr act i ce to car r y out  sent ences of  i mpr i sonment  onl y i n 
cases wher e the vi ol at or  i s r ecal ci t r ant  and st at es t hat  he wi l l  cont i nue 
to di sr egar d t he r egul at i ons i f  r el eased. I  bel i eve t hat  t hese f act s 
r ef l ect  &2ne and consi der at e handl i ng of  t hi s di f f i cul t  pr obl em. 
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3. Four  r ecent  cases of  vi ol at i on, i ncl udi ng the two you ment i on i n 
your  l et t er  of  J ul y 6, have i nvol ved per sons under  18 year s of  age. 
Repor t s on t hese cases are encl osed (Sxhi bi  t i l l ) . Despi t e the yout h of  
t he of f ender s, the f act s i n t he cases do not  i ndi cat e i n my j udgment  t hat  
t he sent ences i mposed wer e unnecessar i l y har sh or  t hat  the cases coul d 
have been handl ed sat i s f act or i l y i n some ot her  manner . 

None of  the f our  yout hs i nvol ved i n t hese cases has been c l ass i f i ed 
as a det ai nee by the West er n Def ense Command or  by t he Depar tment  of  
J ust i ce. So l ong as t hey wi sh to r emai n r esi dent s of  the cent er  t hey wi l l  
be r equi r ed under  WRA r egul at i ons to serve t hei r  sent ences. They ar e, 
however , f r ee at  any t ime t o l eave the cent er  even i f  t hey ar e ser vi ng a 
sent ence f or  vi ol at i on of  cent er  r egul at i ons. The War  Rel ocat i on 
Aut hor i t y does not  mai nt ai n t hat  i t  has power  to det ai n an y per son who 
i s el i gi bl e t o l eave the cent er  and wi shes to do so, even i f  he i s bei ng 
di sc i pl i ned f or  vi ol at i on of  pr oj ect  r egul at i ons. Admi ni st r at i ve Not i ce 
No. 207, whi ch pr escr i bes t hi s pol i cy, i s encl osed (Exhi bi t  I V) . I  
shoul d al so poi nt  out  t hat  the Aut hor i t y coul d l egal l y expel  any such 
per son from a cent er , al t hough as a mat t er  of  pol i cy t hi s power  i s 
exer ci sed onl y i n aggr avat ed cases. 

I n summary, I  am unabl e to concl ude on the basi s of  our  i nvest i gat i cn 
t hat  the speci al  pr oj ect  r egul at i ons ar e unnocessar y, t hat  t he WRA pro-
cedur es for  enfor cement  of  the r egul at i ons ar e unr easonabl e, or  t hat  the 
Pr oj ect  Di r ect or  at  Tul e Lake has exceeded hi s aut hor i t y or  been ot her  
t han t emperate under  the ci r cumst ances i n enf or ci ng the r egul at i ons. I  
do not , of  cour se, bel i eve t hat  my j udgment  shoul d i nt er f er e wi t h any 
act i on t hat  t he Amer i can Ci vi l  L i ber t i es Uni on mi ght  deem appr opr i at e 
under  the ci r cumst ances. I  shoul d l i ke t o poi nt  out , however , t hat  
act i on such as you pr opose wi l l  doubt l ess be wi del y publ i c i zed. Enemi es 
of  the evacuees on the West  Coast  wi l l  undoubt edl y pl ay up the act i v i t i es 
of  the pr o- J apanese or gani zat i ons whi ch wi l l  be t he basi s f cr  the Govern-
ment 's def ense. So f ar  as t he l ong run i nt er est s of  per sons of  J apanese 
ancest r y i n t hi s count r y ar e concer ned, I  t hi nk t hat  the cont empl at ed 
act i on woul d be a ser i ous mi st ake. 

Si ncer el y your s, 

/ 8/ Abe For t as 

Under  Secr et ar y 



Newel l , Cal i f . 
August  25, 1945 

Mr . Edwar d J , Enni s 

Honor abl e Mr . Enni s: 

I  am aski ng you to gr ant  me a par ol e as a r egul ar  I ssei  goi ng 
out  of  t hi s camp. Si nce my appl i cat i on f or  r enounci ng of  Amer i can 
c i t i zenshi p has been appr oved, I  am not  el i gi bl e to go out si de and 
make a l i v i ng wi t h my br ot her  who i s l i v i ng i n Chi cago. 

I  have been a member  of  t he pro- J apan or gani zat i on, Hokoku 
Sei nen Dan, and was t ol d t hat  unl ess I  r enounce my U.S. c i t i zenshi p 
by the end of  Febr uar y, t he Uni t ed St at es army woul d dr af t  us i nt o 
t he Army by Mar ch af t er  f or ces us to go out si de, I  di dn't  
want  to be f or ced to go out  f or  I  have no f r i end except  my br ot her . 
At  t hat  t ime I  coul dn't  ver y wel l  depend on my br ot her  f or  he 
di dn't  have est abl i shed hi msel f  i n a busi ness f i el d. Accor di ng 
to hi s l et t er  of  t he r ecent  dat e, he t hi nk y he can suppor t  me 
whi l e I  at t end Amer i can hi gh school , 

I  am sor r y my r enunci at i on has been appr oved f or  I  knew 
at  a t i me t hat  the rumor  of  t he pro- J apan or gani zat i on wasn't  to 
be depended upon, but  never t hel ess I  di d. 

Si nce I  was t ol d by a bl ock manager  t hat  t he pr oj ect  at t or ney 
made a st at ement  at  t he bl ock manager s' meet i ng per t ai ni ng to the 
st at us of  t hose r enounced c i t i zenshi ps i n the ef f ect  t hey woul d be 
t r eat ed l i ke any ot her  enemy al i en i n the cent er . But  I  was t ol d 
t hat  I  am a segr egee. Thi s was cont r ar y to my under st andi ng of  my 
st at us, because i f  the st at ement  by the pr oj ect  at t or ney as a t r ut h, 
I  shoul d be t r eat ed l i ke any ot her  al i en, whose maj or i t y i s on 
t he f r ee l i s t  to go out . Asi de from t hi s, I  am ver y sor r y t hat  
t he rumor - l i ke t al k by the members of  the Hokoku Sei nen Den 
i nf l uenced me to r enounce r ay c i t i zenshi p. 

Especi al l y, af t er  J apan sur r ender s uncondi t i onal l y, I  am 
par t i cul ar l y sor r y t hat  I  had hope i n J apan because I  t hought  J apan 
was a st r ong count r y though i t  was cont r ar y to the f act . Anot her  
r eason of  my want i ng to go to J apan was to see my mot her , who l i ved 
i n Hi r oshi ma, but  I  don't  expect  to see her  al i ve any l onger . 

Mr . Enni s, pl ease par ol e me f r om the cent er . I  promi se you 
t hat  I  wi l l  l i ve up to the pr ovi si ons of  par ol e wi t hout  f ai l ur e. 

Si ncer el y your s, 

Yoshi nor i  Kubot a 



Sept ember  14, 1945 

Mr . Edward J . Enni s 

Dear  Si r : 

My husband, J uzo Kawamoto/, went  to J apan on August , 1940 to 
v i s i t  hi s par ent s i n Hi r oshi ma Ci t y. Thi nki ng t hat  by r enounci ng 
t he c i t i zenshi p I  may r ej oi n hi m sooner , I  appl i ed f or  the 
r enunci at i on and r ecei ved my paper . As a r esul t  of  the f at e 
bef al l en upon Hi r oshi ma , I  am convi nced t hat  he i s dead. Conse-
quent l y I  have taken t he necessar y l egal  st eps to annul  t he mar r i age 
t hr ough t he Pr oj ect  At t or ney of  the Tul e Lake Cent er . I  have two 
sons, Donal d Keni chi , age 10, and Raymond Shi zuo, age 7. The 
chi l dr en bei ng bot h the Amer i can ci t i zens and Mi nor s, I  am r esponsi bl e 
f or  t hei r  wel f ar e and f eel  t hat  t hei r  educat i on shoul d be done her e. 
Your  humane under st andi ng i nt o t hi s mat t er  wi l l  be gr eat l y appre-
c i at ed. I  am eager l y wai t i ng f or  your  f avor abl e assi st ance and act i oi  
on my behal f . 

Gr at ef ul l y your s, 

,/s/ Mr s. Ki yoke Kawamoto 



7502- E 
August  28, 1945 

Mr . Edward J . Enni s 

Dear  Si r : 

I n Apr i l  t he Evacuat i on of  the 
ever yt hi ng was i n t ur moi l . Peopl es 
t owar d us , some i nnocent  peopl e got  
a l l . My Caucasi an f r i end t r i ed hi s 
had to par t  wi t h r egr et  and sor r ow. 

J apanese Ancest r y st ar t ed and 
f eel i ng st ar t ed to change 
k i l l ed wi t hout  any r eason at  
best  to keep us t her e but  we 

My wi f e bei ng pr egnant  at  t hat  t ime I  want ed to have her  
near  her  par ent s i f  possi bl e so wi t h t he J ©l p of  my Caucasi an 
f r i end I  went  to get  a per mi t  but  t hey say, No.' My wi f es 
f ami l y evacuat ed May 3, 1942 and my wi f e was put  i nt o the 
hospi t al . Par t i ng wi t h her  par ent s i n t he t i me of  her  need and 
t he shock of  the whol e t hi ng somet hi ng happened to her  f̂ t er  
th~ "bi r th of  the baby. I  had Z doct or s l ook at  her  but  t hey 
coul dn't  f i nd what  was causi ng the shar p agoni zi ng pai n of  the 
ner ve ever yt i me she moved. Bef or e I  coul d keep an appoi nt ment  
wi t h anot her  Dr . who was a ner ve speci al i st  we wer e evacuat ed to 
STur l ock Assm. Cent er . I  even had to hi r e an ambul ance to take 
her  to the Cent er . When we r eached Tur l ock Assm. Cent er  t hey 

hsr a i  Bar r se di dn't  have a pl ace to put  my wi f e and the 
baby. For  a hospi t al  t hey had onl y 1 Bar r ack i n whi ch t hey had 
al l  ki nds of  pat i ent s from communi cabl e di sease to br oken l egs . 
I  pr ot est ed when t hey t r i ed to f cci f  put  my wi f e and the baby i n 
wi t h t hose si ck pat i ent . Wi t h the hel p of  my wi f e's cousi n* 
who was a r egi st er ed nur se I  got  anot her  Bar r ack f or  my wi f e 
and baby. T 0 make mat t er  wor se they di dn't  have any hospi t al  
equi pment  so I  asked my Caucasi an f r i end to get  me some bed pan, 
babi es tub et c . Leavi ng my wi f e as a hopel ess case the Dr s . 
di dn t  even l ooked at  her  so I  pl eaded t i me and t i me to send 
her  to some hospi t al  out si de so some Ner ve Spec i al i s t  can see her  
but  t hey sai d no J  I  was hal f  cr azy wi t h wor r y and l ooki ng af t er  
t he new bor n baby was a.pr obl em. I  t hought  over  and over  t hat  
i f  I  wer e not  evacuat ed I  coul d gi ve my wi f e the best  hospi t al  
car e she can have. 

/ s / Takeshi  Kosugi  



2904- B 
Newel l , Cal i f . 
Sept . 10, 1945 

The At t or ney Gener al  

My dear  At t or ney Gener al  

I  wi sh to appeal  to your  excel l ency wi t h r egar d to r ay st at us 
der i ved from my f r i vol ous act i on of  r enunci ng the cher i shed Amer i can 
c i t i zenshi p so t hat  I  may be abl e to r el ocat e wi t h the f ami l y. I  have 
appeal ed to Mr . Edward J . Enni s, Di r ect or  of  t he Al i en Cont r ol , 
Depar t ment  of  J ust i ce, on J ul y 10, 1945 aski ng my r enunc i at i on'of  
c i t i zenshi p be cancel l ed. The r epl y I  r ecei ved was t hat  my r enunci a-
t i on was compl ete and t hat  t her e was no way i n whi ch i t  can be undone. 
Then I  have appeal ed to hi m agai n and agai n wi t h no r epl y. 

Even though t he Army Pr ocl amat i on removed the r est r i ct i on or der s 
but  because of  my pr esent  st at us as r enuncee pr event s me from f ami l y 
r el ocat i on. 

I  have under st ood t hr ough hear say t hat  one of  my st at us may be 
abl e  ̂ to r el ocat e on par ol e. Fr ant i c as a dr owni ng man who gr asps 
at  the st r aw am appeal i ng to your  excel l ency as a l ast  hope chang-
i ng my st at us. 

I  was bor n i n Sacr ament o, Cal i f or ni a t went y- f i ve year s ago, 
educat ed t her e; never  v i s i t ed J apan , l i ved as a good c i t i zen°i n 
t he same l ocal i t y up to t he out br eak of  war . Mass evacuat i on and 
t he conf usi on t hat  f ol l owed the evacuat i on was a ni ght mar el y exper -
i ence to my l i f e as I  was t aught  and bel i eve i n the Const i t ut i on 
of  Amer i ca. Such gr eat  change l i t er al l y the bol t  out  of  t he bl ue, 
s t upi f i ed me. The Cent er  l i f e whi ch I  l ead among gr eat  mass of  
J apanese peopl e was f ul l  of  i nconsi st ency and di l emma to my mi nd 
as I  have become to know them f ul l y . As my cent er  l i f e pr ol onged, 
cont r ay to my opi ni on I  cannot  hel p but  f eel  t hat  I  was swayed by 
t he opi ni ons of  ot her s. 

At  the t i me of  the denunci at i on of  my c i t i zenshi p my husband 
Byr on Aki t suki , who as the co- or di nat i ng Commi t tee, and whose 
ef f or t s ¿cu. the cooper at i on wi t h «T.S.A. have been i nst r ument al  
i n r est or i ng the or der  to t hi s cent er  i n 1943 r i ot , has t aken gr avel y 
i l l  and conf i ned i n hospi t al . I  had no one to consul t  wi t h conf i dence 
on the mat t er  and I  was f or ced to agr ee and act  wi t h ot her  r enouncees 
i n or der  to avoi d bodi l y t hr eat s andi nt i mi dat i ons. A young wi f e ssA 
Mttjs **± wi t h two babi es has no al t er nat i ve but  to f ol l ow the cr owd. 
I  di d not  r eal i ze the consequence unt i l  now. I t  was at  my husband's 
advi ce, t hat  I  i mmedi at el y cont act ed Mr . Edward J . Enni s f or  cancel -
at i on. 

My f ami l y i s cont empl at i ng the r el ocat i on j ust  as soon as poss-
i bl e. I  appeal  to your  excel l ency's sympathy and assi st ance so t hat  
I  may be abl e to l eave the cent er  wi t h them on what ever  the st at us� 
possi bl y an al i en wi .thout  count r y. ( I  di d not  have Duel  Ci t i zenshi p 

Respect f ul l y your s, 

Tet suko Aki t suki  
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Newel l , Cal i f . 
August  22, 1945 

Mr . Edward. J . Enni s, Di r ect or  

Dear  s i r : 

A few months ago I  asked f or  r enounci at i on of  my c i t i zenshi p, t ot  
I  have no had any answer  r egar di ng r enounci at i on. I  wi sh to cancel r ry 
appl i cat i on f or  r enounci at i on whi ch I  al r eady sent  a t el egr am to the 
At t or ney Gener al . I  have been r egr et t i ng si nce the day I  appear ed at  
t he hear i ng f or  I  never  consi der ed r enounci at i on as the pr oper  st ep 
to t ake f or  a per son l i ke mysel f  who bel i eved i n the - American way of  
l i v i ng. I  r eal i ze t hat  i t  may be too l at e to r equest  cancel l at i on 
now but  I  f eel  I  must  expl ai n to you the ci r cumst ances t hat  f or ced 
me to r equest  and to appear  at  t hat  hear i ng agai nst  my wi shes. 

L i f e i n t hi s concent r at i on camp has been r ough and r ugged. 
Never  have I  had to l i ve so conf i ned and so suppr essed. No one i n 
t hi s camp i s per mi t t ed to l i ve a f r ee l i f e as one woul d expect  to f i nd 
i n a democr at i c nat i on. Thus put r ed camp as composed of  peopl e who 
wer e good Amer i can c i t i zens and al i ens who wer e l aw abi di ng per sons 
pr i or  to evacuat i on but  af t er  bei ng f or ced to evacuat e j ust  because 
t hey wer e "J aps ," by a pr esi dent i al  pr acl amat i on execut ed by the 
Uni t ed St at es Army, t hese peopl e have become embi t t er ed and cl ose 
conf i nement  behi nd t hese hi gh f ences t hat  one f i nds i n German 
concent r at i on camp have enhanced t hei r  hat r ed and di sgust . They 
have been shut  of f  from the t r ue Amer i can i nf l uence and have grad-
ual l y submi t t ed to bel i eve ever y rumor  t hat  may have t he sl i ght est  
bear i ng upon t hem. They have l ear ned to suspect  ever y r ul es and 
r egul at i ons. They have coer ced ot her s who wer e sympat het i c wi t h 
Amer i ca r egar dl ess of  what  wr ong Amer i ca had done on them to bel i eve, 
act  and expr ess l oyal t y to J apan. Such a gr oup r ul ed t hi s camp at  
t he t i me of  those J ust i ce Dept . hear i ngs. What  exasper at ed me t hat  
such an or gani zat i on was ever  per mi t t ed to or gani ze i n a camp l i ke 
Tul el ake whi ch had bl ackened the name of  ever y J apanese i n Amer i ca 
by t hat  "November  r i ot ." That  or gani zat i on was per mi t t ed to di s-
pl ay t hei r  mi ght  i n t hi s camp dur i ng t hose hear i ng. That  or gani zat i on 
enhanced t hei r  power  day by day as the hear i ngs pr oceeded. They we« 
t he ones who i nst r uct ed us j ust  what  to say and what  to do at  such a 
hear i ng. They wer e the ones who saw to i t  t hat  we r ecei ved not i ces 
to appear  and al so saw to i t  t hat  we l ef t  our  homes f or  t hat  dr eadf ul  
hear i ng. We wer e hypot i zed to act  accor di ng to the pat t er n set  by 
t hat  or gani zat i on. I n my bl ock pr act i cal l y ever yone i s a member  of  
the Hoshi  Dan and Hohkoku Dan. The members al l  have t hei r  hai r  cut  
of f  l i ke a nun and ever y mor i ng about  6 o'c l ock t hey ar e par adi ng al l  
ar ound the camp, bl owi ng t r umpet s and maki ng l ot s of  noi se. They ar e 
j ust  a cr azy or gani zat i on. Per sons l i ke mysel f  who were not  members 
were not  spar ed from t hei r  pr essur e and t hr eat s. They st ar ed at  me 
and t al ked about  me and my f ami l y as spi es , because I  woul d ¿¿ot  i rel ong 
t o t hei r  or gani zat i on. For  non members l i ke me i t  was har d and 
danger ous to be wal ki ng ar ound when they ar e assembl ed. Pr et t y soon a 
rumor  st ar t ed t hat  i f  you do not  r enounce your  c i t i zenshi p f or  Amerfca 
somet hi ng t er r i bl p 

goi ng happen. At  t hat  t i me t her e was l o t s , 
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rumor  agai nst  peopl e who do not  r enounce. Al so t here was a ram or  t hat  
i f  you ar e not  a member  of  t hi s cr azy gr oup you ar e a spy and hel pi ng 
Amer i ca so t hey sai d t hey ar e goi ng to cl ub us . Many wer e hi t  by the 
members of  t hi s gr oup and some had bl ack eyes and ot her s had cut s and 
br ai ses . For  many days I  t hought  and t hought  about  what  was the best  
st ep to take but  I  was so scar ed of  the mean t hi ngs t hey do I  was 
dr i ven to send i n an appl i cat i on f or  r enounci at i on. Thi s was not  wht  
I  want ed to do, f or  I  want ed to keep my Amer i can c i t i zenshi p. Peopl e 
i n t hi s camp who wer e not  r enounci ng went  ar ound sayi ng they r enounced 
so t hat  t hei r  l i f e woul d not  be endanger ed. Such per son ever  shaved 
of f  t hei r  hai r  to l ook l i ke one of  the r est  and not  be suspect ed as 
an Amer i can sympat hi zer . Most  r egr et t abl e f act  i s t hat  such an 
i mpor t ant  i ssue as what  t o do wi t h one's pr eci ous Amer i can c i t i zenshi p 
had to be pr esent ed i n t hi s dr eadf ul  pl ace at  a dr eadf ul  t ime when 
t hi s camp was i n the wor st  condi t i on df  i t s hi st or y. At  t he t i me t he 
Renounci at i on Act  was pr esent ed to the col oni st  the ban on the west  
coast  was r esci nded, so the two was i nt er pr et ed as the same, t hi s i s 
i t  was a measur e t o shove ever yone out  of  camp back i nt o the uncer -
t ai n envi r onment  t hey wer e f or ced t o l eave t hr ee year s ago. The 
newspaper s wer e f ul l  of  ar t i c l es of  hat r ed f or  the J apanese to r et ur n 
to the West  Coast . These news ar t i c l e made i t  cl ear  ever y J ap. t hat  
was seen ba.ck i n Cal i f or ni a woul d be shor t . Wi t h t hi s l ovel y back»' 
gr ound and the past  embi t t er ed exper i ence of  t he J apanese t hese 
or gani zat i on wor ked up cl ever  st or i es why we must  al l  r enounce and 
what  was the r eal  r eason behi nd r enounci at i on. F i r st  i t  sounded l i t e 
rumors but  hear i ng i t  t ol d by ever y one, rumors became r eal i t y . 
We wer e t r i cked i nt o the camp rumors as the act ual  t r ut h. 

I  have a ni sei  wi f e and chi l d who ar e Amer i can c i t i zens . My 
fat her - i n- l aw and mother - i n- l aw and al so t hei r  chi l dr en ar e al l  
l oyal  to Amer i ca. My fat her - i n- l aw came to Amer i ca as a l i t t l e boy 
and has been her e f or  ever  f or t y year s. My si st er - i n- l aw i s wor ki ng 
as a t eacher  at  the grammar  school . My wi f 'e"s cousi n i s out si de 
r el ocat ed and i s empl oyed as a mechani cs. The t hi ngs and answer s 
I  have done unt i l  now ar e not  t hi ngs I  want ed to do but  was made to 
do by t hi s cr azy gr oup. Al l  my nei ghbor s ar e members of  t hi s gr oup. 

I  have a house and r anch at  a pl ace cal l ed Fr ench Camp i n San 
Qpaqui n count y. On the way up t o Tul sl ake from Manzanar  I  want ed to 
j ump from t r ai n to my home. My home i s si t uat ed r i ght  near  the 
t r ai n t r acks. I  even wi shed the t r ai n woul d br eak down as i t  passed 
my r anch so t hat  I  can at  l ease l ay my body once more on my own so i l . 
I  want  to get  my c i t i zenshi p back r i ght  away, and r ush back to my 
r anch as soon as poss i bl e. 

I  have gr aduat ed from St ockt on Hi gh School  and my t eacher  coul d 
t el l  you more about  me. My former  t eacher  i s Mi ss El i aabet h M. 
Eumbar ger ; St ockt on Hi gh School ; St ockt on, Cal i f . 

My next  door  nei ghbor s wer e: 
Mr s. A. McKesson 
1520 N. EL Dor ado St . 
St ockt on, Cal i f . 
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Mr s. J , Mor r i s 
1548 So. Cal i f or ni a St . 
St ockt on, Cal i f . 

The encl osed, l et t er  i s f r om my f r i end to whom I  wr ot e concer ni i g 
j obs out si de whi l e s t i l l  at  Manzanar . 

The ot her  two l et t er s ar e my wi f e's who cor r esponds wi t h her  
for mer  t eacher , Mi ss Anne L . Har r i s . 

I  vol unt eer ed and si gned up f or  f r ui t , hop and gr ai n har vest i ng 
i n Or egon, but  t hi s was cancel ed by the Or egon Company. When I  
si gned up f or  t hi s , I  was pl anni ng to st ay out si de andnot  come back 
to camp anymore. The sad par t  was when t hey t ol d me t hat  the wor k 
was cancel ed. Thi s was i n 1942; t hi s epi sode and the ot her  one 
di sappoi nt ed me ver y much f or  I  want ed to go out  ver y badl y to 
hel p ser ve the count r y. 

Thi s t i me, I  hope, I  wi l l  be abl e to go out  f or  good f or  I  know 
I  am a good l oyal  - American c i t i zen. 

Ver y t r ul y your s, 

/V Bi denor i  Asano 



Shi mao Miyamoto 
2001- D 
Newel l , Cal i f . 
August  22, 1945 

Mr . Sr nest  Besi g 

Dear  Si r : 

I  never  wi shed to r enounce my c i t i zenshi p but  to stop my parents 
pl eadi ng and sobbi ng I  went  t o an i nt er vi ew f or  r enounci at i on and sai d 
I  am r enounci ng because my par ent s wi shed t o take me to the ol d 
count r y ever  si nce I  was about  13 or  14 year s ol d. 

Si ncer el y, 

Shi mao Miyamoto 



September  5, 1945 

Edwar d J . Enni s, Di r ect or  

Dear  Si r : 

On Mar ch 22, 1945, I  asked f or  the r enunci at i on of  my Uni t ed 
St at es Ci t i zenshi p and on May 17, 1945, I  r ecei ved the appr oval  but  
at  t hi s t i me wi l l  you pl ease f or gi ve my hast y deci si on and r et ur n 
my c i t i zenshi p once more? 

May I  pl ead to you to l i s t en to the t r ue r eason why I  had asked 
f or  my c i t i zenshi p r enunci at i on and why I  woul d l i ke to have i t  re-
t ur ned once mor e. 

I  was cal l ed upon t wi ce once to the Army hear i ng of  the Q êst i ai  
No. 28 and the ot her  f or  t he r enunci at i on of  my c i t i zenshi p and at  
bot h of  t hose t i me I  was not  abl e to t el l  my r eal  st or y f or  I  di d not  
want  any mi sunder st andi ng due to my poor  Engl i sh but  at  t hi s t i me I  
wi sh t o make my t rue st at ement  to you as cl ear l y as possi bl e. 

Wi t h my hear t  f ul l  of  happi ness and desi r e to see my dear  
bi r t h pl ace onco agai n, I  l anded at  San :edr o, Cal i f or ni a, on May, 
1934 -  onl y to f i nd di sappoi nt ment s one af t er  anot her . The voi ce 
of  the r aci al  di scr i mi nat i on was l oud ever ywher e I  happened to go. 
When I  went  to seek for  a r ent  of  a house t her e woul d be a si gn 
l i ke t hi s, "Whi t e peopl e onl y." I t  was the same at  the ni ce 
r est aur ant s and at  the dance hal l s . I  t hought  i t  was done to me 
j ust  because I  coul d not  speak f l uent  Engl i sh but  I  hear d from many 
Ni sei s t hat  t hey had been t r eat ed the same. 

One of  my f r i end, whi l e danci ng at  Sant a Moni ca Pi er  dance 
hal l  was ki cked out  suddenl y j ust  because he was a "J ap." Al so, 
many of  us Ni sei s (many of  them uni ver si t y gr aduat es) coul d not  
get  a j ob at  t he Amer i can f i r ŝ j ust  because of  t hei r  r ace and 
col or s -  onl y the f or t unat e ones were abl e to obt ai n posi t i ons 
t hr ough the Ci vi l  Ser vi ce Exami nat i ons. 

These i nci dent s had made my hear t  bur n wi t h f ur y because t hese 
doi ngs were agai nst  the Const i t ut i on of  the Uni t ed St at es, and yet  
t her e were no penal t i es gi ven to t hese so cal l ed "Hi gh Cl assed 
Amer i cans." I t  had made me t hi nk, "I s t her e such a t hi ng as "Al l  
men ar e cr eat ed equal , t hat  t hey ar e endowed by t hei r  Cr eat or  wi t h 
cer t ai n unal i enabl e r i ght s; t hat  among t hese ar e l i f e, l i ber t y and 
t he pur sui t  of  happi ness; et c . But  si nce I  was bor n i n the Uni t ed 
St at es I  f i r ml y made up my mi nd to become a good c i t i zen of  the 
Uni t ed St at es and do my par t  as a l oyal  c i t i zen of  the Uni t ed St at es. 

Hence I  had j oi ned t he or gani zat i on cal l ed the J apanese Amer i can 
Ci t i zen's League and di d my shar e at  the t i me of  the el ect i ons of  
Pr esi dent , Gover nor , et c . Shor t l y a di vi s i on f or  the Ki bei s had been 
or gani zed wi t hi n the J apanese Amer i can Ci t i zen's League so t hat  the 
Ki bei s coul d l ear n t he ways of  the Amer i can l i f e and l anguage. I  



j oi ned, the di vi s i on i n 1935, the year  i t  had been est abl i shed and 
when I  had become the pr esi dent  of  t hat  di vi s i on i n 1941 -  we st ar t ed 
an Engl i sh cl ass f or  the benef i t  of  the Ki bei s and hi r ed a t eacher  
and formed a cl ass speci al l y t o st udy the Uni t ed St at es Const i t ut i on. 
Al so i n or der  to Amer i cani ze t hese Ki bei s we opened many soci al  af f ai r s . 

Meanwhi l e a J apanese Communi st i c newspaper  cal l ed the "Doko" 
wr ot e many f al se rumors and unt r ue st at ement s about  our  or gani zat i on 
and i t s members besi de mysel f  t hat  we wer e bei ng pr o- J apanese. They 
had wr i t t en such t r ash j ust  because we had chased them out  of  our  
or gani zat i on f or  causi ng much di st ur bance wi t h t hei r  communi st i c 
i deas. We di d not  do anyt hi ng nor  formed anyt hi ng whi ch was ant i -
Amer i cani st i c. We wer e not  pr o- J spanese we want ed to be a good 
Amer i can c i t i zen and t hat  i s why we had or gani zed the Ki bei  J apanese 
Amer i can Ci t i zen's League wi t hi n the J .A .C. L . 

Then the war , "t he J apaneseAmer i can War " whi ch we most  dr eaded 
had st ar t ed and al t hough t hi s i s a pr i vat e mat t er  my f at her 's st or e 
whi ch he had st r uggl ed and est abl i shed 39 year s ago (t oday) was 
f r ozen and al so our  account  i n the bank had been bl ocked from Dec-
ember  8, 1941. 

Due to t hese ci r cumst ances our  means of  l i v i ng had been st opped. 
Al t hough we pl eaded to have the st or e opened once more the Uni t ed 
St at es Government  di d not  answer  to t hi s pl ea unt i l  onl y a week 
bef or e the evacuat i on and as t he cur few had been put  on we coul d 
not  sel l  our  mer chandi se to the cust omer s but  sel l  thern at  al most  
a t ot al  l oss to the J ews. 

Then af t er  we had evacuat ed to the Manzanar  Cent er  I  hear d many 
rumors about  the Ki bei s bei ng hunt ed by the F . 3. I ' s . , and bei ng 
quest i oned. To my sur pr i se, t hey t oo, had l ooked me up and quest i oned 
me wi t h al l  sor t s of  quest i ons. 

Al so as soon as the war  had st ar t ed the l aw abi di ng I ssei s were 
st r i pped of f  of  ever yt hi ng t hey had (t hose I ssei s who had st r uggl ed 
and wor ked har d to bui l d up t hei r  l i t t l e f oundat i ons) and was f or ced 
i nt o t he r el ocat i on camps -  many of  them penni l ess and even the 
Ni sei s , c i t i zens of  the Uni t ed St at es had been f or ced i nt o the camps 
whi l e the Germans and the I t al i ans went  f r ee. 

Eer e to my ut t er  di sgust  and a di sappoi nt ment  I  was f or ced to 
t hi nk "What  does the Democracy of  the Uni t ed St at es r eal l y mean?" It  
showed not hi ng but  a pur e r aci al  di scr i mi nat i on. 

J ust  bef or e December  7, 1941, I  bel i eve i t  was ar ound September  
of  the same year , when t hi ngs began to l ook bad bet ween the Uni t ed 
St at es and J apan, Mr . G> Nakamur a, pr esi dent  of  t he Cent r al  J apanese 
Associ at i on (Cl uo Ni ppon J i n Kai ) and one of  the members of  the 
J apanese Amer i can Ci t i zens League vi s i t ed many of  the pr omi nent  
l eader s of  the Uni t ed St at es aski ng them to ai d the I ssei s (who had 
r esi ded i n the Uni t ed St at es f or  more than 40 year s and who had been 
good and peacef ul  peopl e as any good Amer i can c i t i zen) i n the event  
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of  the J apanese Amer i can War . These out st andi ng l eader s readi l y-
pr omi sed to hel p the J apanese f or  t hey knew t hat  the J apanese were 
peacef ul  l ovi ng peopl e wi t hout  har dl y ever  cr i mes commi t ted i n t hi s 
count r y; t hat  t hey wi l l  not  t r eat  the J apanese as an enemy al i en 
and throw them i nt o the camp. But  when the war  r eal l y had been de-
cl ar ed -  what  di d t hey do to hel p us J apanese/ Not hi ng.' They never  
kept  t hei r  pr omi se but  threw us di r ect l y i nt o the camps wi t hout  any 
t i me to set t l e or  st or e our  possessi ons. 

I t  t r ul y had bur ned me to t hi nk t hat  t hese pr omi nent  peopl e of  
t he Uni t ed St at es woul d have l i ed. I  coul d not  t r ust  the Amer i cans 
nor  the Uni t ed St at es "democr acy" any mor e. 

I , t her ef or e, made my deci si on to come to the Tul e Lake Cent er . 
When I  came her e I  deci ded to r enunci at e my usel ess Uni t ed St at es 
c i t i zenshi p. I  cer t ai nl y t hought  and f i r ml y bel i eved t hat  t hi s 
unr at i onal i s t i c democracy coul d not  possi bl y wi n the war  but  to my 
ver y sur pr i se] i t  had won the war  i n Europe and now have def eat ed 
J apan. Thi s I  coul dn't  have bel i eved i t  unl ess my f r i ends out  i n 
Col or ado, Chi cago, Iowa and i n Pennsyl vani a had, wr i t t en to me many 
t i mes how ni ce and cul t ur ed the Caucasi ans wer e out  t her e -  no r aci al  
pr ej udi ce -  i n f ac t , they t r eat ed you l i ke one of  them. 

Now I  am begi nni ng to under st and t hat  I  had been wrong about  tte 
Uni t ed St at es Democr acy. My poi nt  of  vi ew had been wr ong. I t  was 
onl y about  one t ent h of  t hi s gr eat  Uni t ed St at es (Cal i f or ni a and ot her  
Pac i f i c Coast  St at es) t hat  had the cr uel  r aci al  di scr i mi nat i on a âi r e t  
t he J apanese and the c i t i zens of  the J apanese ancest r y. 

Now I  under st and what  r eal  Democracy means i n a bi g sense and I  
t r ul y r egr et  t hat  I  had been nar row mi nded and had asked f or  the 
r enunci at i on of  my c i t i zenshi p. 

Pl ease bel i eve me I  had r enunci at ed because of  the r ash r aci al  
di scr i mi nat i on agai nst  us J apanese -  t owar d us c i t i zens of  the 
Uni t - .: St st es al so and had t ur ned them i nt o the camps wi t hout  gi vi ng 
them any chance to st or e t hei r  val uabl e possessi ons or  pr oper t i es 
whi l e the Germans and the I t al i ans were f r ee and as we at  the Tul e 
Lake cent er  wer e di sl oyal  c i t i zens of  the Uni t ed St at es, I  di d not  
want  to be gr eedy enough to keep my Uni t ed St at es c i t i zenshi p and use 
i t  when necessar y -  when necessi t y cl ai med me. Si nce I  was di sl oyal  
t o the Uni t ed St at es I  want ed to be honest  about  i t  but  now I  ddepl y 
r egr et  t hat  I  was too nar row mi nded and i f  you wi l l  pl ease f or gi ve 
me and gi ve me anot her  chance I  woul d l i ke to go on to the east er n 
st at es and see f or  mysel f  what  r eal  Amer i cans ar e as my f r i ends had 
sai d. 

Won't  you pl ease gi ve back my c i t i zenshi p r i ght s once agai n and 
l et  me ¡$0 out  to the East er n St at es -  especi al l y f or  the sake of  my 
dear  l i t t l e baby boy who was bor n on J ul y 11, 1945. I  wi sh to make 
hi m a good br oadmi nded c i t i zen of  the Uni t ed St at es and l et  hi m l i ve 
i n t hi s gr eat  democr at i c count r y among the cul t ur ed peopl e out  i n tte 
East . I  pr omi se we wi l l  be a good c i t i zen. 

Ver y t r ul y your s, 
/ s / Ki yoshi  Hor i  



5817- A 
Newel l , Cal i f . 
August  22, 1945 

Mr . Edwar d J . Bnni s, Di r ect or  

Dear  Si r ; 

Per haps I  do not  deser ve to have your  at t ent i on to t hi s mat t er , 
but  I  hope you wi l l  be ki nd enough to l et  me expl ai n why I  appl i ed 
f or  the r enounci at i on of  my c i t i zenshi p when I  di d. 

I  r egr et  ver y much t hat  I  l et  pr essur e and rumors get  the best  
of  me at  t hat  t i me. 

When the Renounci at i on Bi l l  was passed by Congr ess and i t  beceiie 
ef f ec t i ve, t he Hokoku. Sei nen Dan, Hoshi  Dan and t he J oshi  Dan were 
al r eady formed her e i n the Tul e l ake Cent er . They r ej oi ced t o l ear n 
t hat  the Renounci at i on Bi l l  had been passed and began put t i ng pressi ze 
on ever yone. 

Al t hough I  was never  a member  of  the sai d or gani zat i ons, I  was 
r emi nded by i t ' s members of  the hor r i f yi ng t hr ee weeks I  had spent  
at  the I mmi gr at i on St at i on bef or e bei ng i nt er ned i n t he Sand I s l and 
Det ent i on Camp i n Hawai i ; of  the Uni t ed St at es c i t i zens of  I t al i an 
and German descent  enj oyi ng t he f r eedom as any ot her  Amer i can c i t i zen 
whi l e we l i ved an abnor mal  camp l i f e; of  the st at ement  made by Gener al  
DeWi t t , "once a J ap, al ways a J ap"; of  how l i t t l e i nt er est  t he Uni t ®. 
St at es government  seemed to have i n us as c i t i zens ; and of  t he 
t er r or i sm t hr oughout  Cal i f or ni a to the r et ur ni ng J apanese Amer i cans. 

I t  was easy to see t hei r  si de of  t he s t or y af t er  t hr ee year s 
of  abnormal  camp l i f e. 

Then t her e wer e al l  sor t s of  rumors bei ng spr ead dur i ng t hi s 
t i me. Ther e was a rumor  to the ef f ect  t hat  ever yone, except  the i ssei s 
and t hose who had r enounced t hei r  c i t i zenshi p, woul d be f or ced to 
r el ocat e. Si nce I  was i nt er ned i n Hawai i , and t r ansf er r ed over  to 
t he mai nl and, i t  was, and i s my desi r e to r et ur n to the Ter r i t or y of  
Hawai i . I f  at  t hat  t ime t her e wer e poss i bi l i t i es f or  me to r et ur n 
t o Hawai i , I  am sur e I  woul d not  have appl i ed f or  r enounci at i on. 
I  di d not  wi sh to be r el ocat ed wi t hi n t he Uni t ed St at es the pl ace 
of  wher e I  know not hi ng and no one. 

Wi t h the f or egoi ng pr essur es and rumors pr essi ng my mi nd, I  
f i nal l y put  i n my appl i cat i on f or  the r enot fnci at i on. 

I  r egr et  ver y much the mi st ake I  have made i n appl yi ng f or  t hi s 
r enounci at i on and i f  i t  i s possi bl e wi l l  you pl ease r econsi der  my case. 

I  wi l l  deepl y appr eci at e your  ki nd at t ent i on to t hi s mat t er . 

Ver y t r ul y your s, 
/ s / Yoshi mi  Kernel  

I f  t her e ar e no poss i bi l i t i es of  cancel l i ng t he r enounci at i on of  my 

c i t i zenshi p, wi l l  you k i ndl y i nfor m me as to how I  can appl y f or  par ol . 

Pl ease acknowl edge the encl osed cancel l at i on form of  my r epat r i at i on. 



August  10, 1945 

Mr . Nor i t o Kaj i kawa 
7407- D 

Newel l , Cal i f or ni a 

Dear  Mr . Kaj i kawa: 

I  have read, wi t h gr eat  r egr et  your  l et t er  of  J ul y 20 concern-
i ng the si t uat i on f aced "by your  f ami l y as the r esul t  of  your  wi f e's 
r enunci at i on of  Amer i can c i t i zenshi p. Appar ent l y you and your  wi f e, 
par t i cul ar l y your  wi f e, r egar d t he si t uat i on as hopel ess. May I  
suggest  to you t hat  al t hough a sat i sf act or y f i nal  sol ut i on does not  
seem avai l abl e at  t he moment , subsequent  devel opment s may r el i eve 
your  si t uat i on mat er i al l y. 

I n the meant i me, t her e i s no r eason why you and your  f ami l y 
shoul d not  cont i nue to r esi de at  Tul e Lake i n a l aw abi di ng manner  
and t her eby l ay the basi s f or  your  pl ans af t er  t he war . Even though 
your  wi f e may have achi eved al i en st at us, you wi l l  r ecal l  t hat  
t housands of  al i ens have l i ved ver y peacef ul l y i n t he Uni t ed St at es 
f or  many year s. PI  ease remember  al so t hat  the war  has r ai sed many 
di f f i cul t  pr obl ems f or  al l  of  us . Not  onl y per sons of  J apanese 
ancest r y, but  near l y al l  peopl e i n the Uni t ed St at es, and f or  t hat  
mat t er , most  of  t he peopl e i n the pr i nci pal  count r i es of  the wor l d 
have had to f ace many soul  t est i ng si t uat i ons as a consequence of  
t he war . Usual l y a f i nal  sat i sf act or y answer  to pr obl ems of  t hi s 
t ype i s not  avai l abl e i mmedi at el y and much har d wor k, and somet i mes 
a consi der abl e per i dd of  t ime ar e r equi r ed bef or e the di f f i cul t i es 
can be whol l y r esol ved. The War  Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y has at t empt ed 
t o hel p work out  the pr obl ems of  t he evacuees as r api dl y as possi bl e 
and as l ong as i t  i s i n exi st ence, wi l l  cont i nue to do so. Al t hough 
t he act i on of  your  wi f e of  cour se has vast l y compl i cat ed the pr obl em 
i n your  own case, my suggest i on i s t hat  you avoi d t aki ng any f ur t her  
r ash act i on whi ch woul d compl i cat e your  si t uat i on s t i l l  mor e. I  am 
aski ng Mr . Best , Pr oj ect  Di r ect or  at  Tul e Lake, to consul t  wi t h you 
i n or der  t hat  the most  sat i sf act or y sol ut i on possi bl e may be f ound. 

Si ncer el y, 

/ s / D.S. Myer  

Di r ect or  



Mar i enne Har uye I r i ye 
8014- H Tul e Lake 
Newel l , Cal i f . 
December  20, 1945 

Mr . Wayne M. Col l i ns 

Dear  Mr . Col l i ns: 

I  have no wor ds to expr ess my gr at ef ul ness to you. You have 
done so much f or  me t hat  I  don't  know how I  can ever  t hank you 
enough. 

Af t er  the i mmi gr at i on had r ecei ved your  t el ephone cal l  I  was 
cal l ed to the of f i ce and was t ol d t hat  I  was r el eased to go back. 
But  I  di d not  know t hat  the deadl i ne f or  t hi s comi ng boat  was on 
t he 15t h. I f  I  di d know t hi s I  woul d not  have wr i t t en you my l ast  
l et t er . Ther ef or e I  was supposed to have had your  per mi ssi on by 
t hen, but  because I  di d not  know t hi s I  t hought  t hat  I  was abl e 
to go on t hi s boat  i f  onl y I  r ecei ved your  per mi ssi on. Ther e i s 
no si nce (s i c ) of  my goi ng on the next  boat  when my par ent s ar e 
l eavi ng on t hi s one, that  I  have cancel l ed ever yt hi ng. I f  I  can 
not  go wi t h my par ent s I  don't  see any r eason of  my goi ng l at er  
si nce I  was goi ng because of  them. 

You see, I  al ways want ed to be a r eal  good nur se, and si nce 
t hey 'l l  be needi ng so much i n J apan I  t hought  t hat  I  can be of  
some hel p t her e, but  si nce I  won't  be goi ng anymore I  want  to be 
a gr eat  hel per  to the peopl e of  Amer i ca. 

My par ent s wer e ver y under st andi ng about  my not  get t i ng to go. 
As you know I  have t r i ed my best . My onl y hope now i s t hat  t hey 'l l  
be heal t hy and awai t  my v i s i t  to J apan. 

Mr . Col l i ns, am I  out  of  your  case now? Af t er  al l  the t r oubl e 
I  have caused you, I  don't  r eal l y deser ve your  ki ndness, but  i f  
i t ' s possi bl e do you t hi nk t hat  I  can be ai l ded to your  l i s t  agai n? 

Thanki ng you agai n and agai n f or  ever yt hi ng. 

Your s ver y t r ul y 

/ s / Mar i enne I r i ye 



702- B 
Newel l , Cal i f or ni a 
August  31, 1945 

Mr . Edward J . i ki ni s, Di r ect or  

Dear  Si r : 

Bei ng depr i ved of  pr i vi l eges and c i v i l  r i ght s; bei ng i sol at ed 
from soci et y f or  t hr ee year s wi t hi n a bar b- wi r ed- fence camp, i t  i s 
onl y nat ur al  f or  one to suf f er  physi cal l y and ment al l y. ?he Renunci i  
t i on Bi l l  passed by Congr ess f ound me i n j ust  such a st at e of  mi nd. 
At  t hat  t i me, my i ssei  par ent s bel i eved t hat  al l  al i ens her e woul d 
be depor t ed to J apan, whi l e al l  the c i t i zens woul d be f or ced to re-
mai n her e. We wer e t her ef or e conf r ont ed wi t h the probl em of  prevent-
i ng f ami l y separ at i on. 

Bei ng an onl y chi l d, I  f el t  t hat  i t  was onl y r i ght  f or  me to go 
wher ever  my par ent s went . Al t hough I  have never  been to J apan, nor  
was ver y f ami l i ar  wi t h t hei r  l anguage, to expr ess f i l i a l  pi et y to 
my par ent s and al so wi t h the hel p of  st r ong camp pr essur e at  the 
t i me, i t  seemed t hat  the onl y al t er nat i ve was to appl y f or  r enunci a-
t i on of  c i t i zenshi p, as many have so t hought l essl y done. 

Si ncer el y your s, 

/ s / Kayo I i da 

Kayo I i da 



D. of  J . Al i en Enemy Cont r ol  Uni t  

August . 22, 1945. 
AI RMAI L 

t  

Dear  Mr . Besi g: 

I  have f or  r epl y your  two l et t er s of  August  7, 1945 and your  l et t er  
of  August  11, 1945 r el at i ng to the det ent i on as al i en enemi es of  per sons 
of  J apanese ancest r y who wer e f or mer l y Uni t ed St at es c i t i zens but  who 
r enounced t hei r  c i t i zenshi p pur suant  to Sect i on 401( i ) of  the Nat i onal i t y 
Act  of  1940 as amended. I n r epl y to t hese l et t er s I  shal l  al so r ef er  
to your  l et t er  to the At t or ney Gener al  of  J ul y 24, 1945. I t  i s evi dent  
f rom al l  of  t hese communi cat i ons t hat  you ar e not  f ami l i ar  wi t £ the con-
si der at i ons of  pol i cy whi ch l ed t hi s Depar t ment  to recommend the enact -
ment  of  the amendment  to the Nat i onal i t y Act  per mi t t i ng vol unt ar y 
r enunci at i on of  c i t i zenshi p nor  wi t h the subsequent  probl ems and consider-
at i ons associ at ed wi t h the admi ni st r at i on of  t he new st at ut e. Because 
of  your  i nt er est  i n t hi s i mpor t ant  publ i c quest i on I  shal l  f ur ni sh you 
wi t h a st at ement  concer ni ng the Act  and concer ni ng t he l egal  quest i ons 
whi ch you now r ai se. 

I n t he f al l  of  1943, f ol l owi ng the di sor der s at  Tul e Lake on the 
f i r s t  and f our t h of  November , a gr eat  deal  of  t hought  was gi ven t o the 
ent i r e pr obl em pr esent ed at  Tul e Lake by per sons of  J apanese ancest r y, bd& 
c i t i zens and al i ens , who f r eel y asser t ed t hei r  l oyal t y to J apan. I t  was 
f ound t hat  t her e was at  Tul e Lake an i nner  gr oup number i ng wel l  over  a 
t housand young Amer i can c i t i zens who wer e mi l i t ant l y l oyal  to J apan and 
who asser t ed the hope to r et ur n to J apan t o f i ght  f or  the Ehiperor  and 
the desi r e to make al l  possi bl e t r oubl e f or  the Uni t ed St at es. As a 
pr act i cal  mat t er , i t  c l ear l y woul d not  have been possi bl e to expel  t hi s 
gr oup from the camp and to per mi t  i t s members to be at  l ar ge on the West  
Coast . As a l egal  mat t er , however , si nce they wer e bor n i n the Uni t ed 
St at es, t her e was no doubt  t hat  t hey wer eUni t ed St at es c i t i zens , what ever  
t hei r  l oyal t y mi ght  be. I t  was At t or ney Gener al  Bi ddl e's opi ni on t hat  
t he const i t ut i onal i t y of  det ai ni ng Amer i can c i t i zens not  char ged wi t h 
cr i me on the gr ound t hat  t hey had been admi ni st r at i vel y det er mi ned to be 
di s l oyal  was, to say t he l east , ext r emel y doubt f ul . He thought  i t  not  
unl i kel y t hat , i f  a wr i t  of  habeas cor pus wer e br ought  and pr essed, such 
det ent i on woul d be hel d unconst i t ut i onal . I f  t her e was ever  a case 
wher e the pr act i cal  necessi t y of  the si t uat i on was such, however , t hat  
the cour t  mi ght  be dr i ven to di mi ni sh the hi st or i c l i ber t i es of  Amer i can 
c i t i zens by per mi t t i ng such det ent i on, a habeas cor pus case br ought  on 
behal f  of  avowedl y di sl oyal  per sons of  J apanese ancest r y dur i ng the war  
most  cer t ai nl y woul d have been t hat  case. 

The answer  to the appar ent  di l emma appear ed to l i e i n the f act  t hat  
t he ver y degr ee of  di s l oyal t y whi ch pr evai l ed among the f anat i cal  gr oup 
at  Tul e Lake woul d i n el l  pr obabi l i t y i ndue t he members of  the gr oup to 
r enounce t hei r  c i t i zenshi p i f  gi ven an oppor t uni t y to do so. Thi s i t  was 
bel i eved woul d per mi t  t he det ent i on of  t hat  gr oup whi ch cl ear l y had to be 
det ai ned i n the r eal  and demonst r abl e i nt er est s of  nat i onal  saf et y whi l e 
at  the same t i me avoi di ng the det ent i on of  Amer i can c i t i zens . I  bel i eve 
t hat  i t  was Mr . Bi ddl e's vi ew t hat  such a program woul d ser ve the purposes 
bot h of  nat i onal  def ense and of  saf eguar di ng c i v i l  l i ber t i es . 

Accor di ngl y t he At t or ney Gener al  recommended an amendment  to the 
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Nat i onal i t y <4. Law to per mi t  a c i t i zen vol unt ar i l y to r enounce hi s ci t i zen-
shi p. Because i t  appear ed t hat  dur i ng the war  some r enunci at i on of  
c i t i zenshi p, not  necessar i l y associ at ed wi t h the probl ems of  J apanese-
Amer i cans, mi ght  be i nj ur i ous to Nat i onal  def ense, i t  was recommended t ha 
t he r i ght  to r enounce c i t i zenshi p be l i mi t ed by the power  of  the At t or ney 
Gener al  t o r ej ect  the r enunci at i on i f  he f ound i t  cont r ar y to the 
i nt er est s of  nat i onal  def ense. The l egi s l at i on was enact ed by Congr ess i i  
t he form recommended by t he At t or ney Gener al , and now ever y Amer i can ci t i -
zen i n t i me of  war  has an absol ut e r i ght  to r enounce hi s c i t i zenshi p 
l i mi t ed onl y by the power  of  the At t or ney Gener al  to di sappr ove i t  i f  the 
At t or ney Gener r l  f i r .i s tho r enunci at i on cont r ar y to t he i nt er est s of  
nat i onal  def ense. Nei t her  t he At t or ney Gener al  nor  any one el se has any 
aut hor i t y or  di scr et i on to r ej ect - r enunci at i ons of  c i t i zenshi p on any 
ot her  ground* 

I t  i s al so to be obser ved t hat  at  the t i me of  the At t or ney Gener al 's 
r ecommendat i on of  t hi s l egi s l at i on to Congr ess t her e had been i nt r oduced 
i n Congr ess at  l east  a dozen bi l l s pr ovi di ng f or  some form of  i nvol unt ar y 
l oss of  c i t i zenshi p such as on the basi s of  a negat i ve answer  to quest i on 
28 of  t he so- cal l ed Loyal t y Quest i onnai r e of  Febr uar y 1943 or  on t he bass 
of  any wr i t t en or  spoken st at ement  of  di sl oyal t y to the Uni t ed St at es. 
The danger  whi ch such l egi s l at i on pr esent s to c i v i l  l i ber t i es i s appar ent  
and i t  i s bel i eved t hat  t he enact ment  of  the vol unt ar y r enunci at i on of  
c i t i zenshi p bi l l  was ef fect i - p̂ i n pr event i ng the passage of  i nvol unt ar y 
expat r i at i on bi l l s . 

Pr eci sel y because i t  was f or eseen t hat  pr essur e mi ght  be br ought  
to bear  on c i t i zens at  Tul e Lake to r enounce and because i t  was f ear ed tiaet  
dur ess i n the l egal  sense mi ght  be empl oyed, ever y pr act i cabl e measur e 
was t aken to make sure t hat  each r enunci ant  was not  under  i mmedi ate dur e« 
and under st ood the l egal  consequences of  hi s act . Under  t he st at ut e i t  
woul d have been possi bl e and easy to have appoi nt ed a gr oup of  cl er ks at  
Tul e Lake and to per mi t  t hose desi r i ng r enunci at i on mer el y to f i l e past  
and si gn a r enunci at i on f or m. I nst ead, the At t or ney Gener al  pr omul gat ed 
r egul at i ons r equi r i ng each per son desi r i ng r enunci at i on i ndi vi dual l y to 
wr i t e t o the Depar t ment  aski ng f or  an appl i cat i on f or m. The appl i cat i on 
form i t sel f  t hen had to be sent  to Washi ngt on ejad subsequent l y an 
i ndi vi dual  hear i ng was hel d. 

I nasmuch as the onl y i ssues whi ch t he Hear i ng Of f i cer s coul d l egal l y 
consi der  wer e (1) whet her  t he appl i cant  under st ood the nat ur e and conse-
quences of  hi s act  and was vol unt ar i l y r enounci ng hi s c i t i zenshi p, and 
(2) whet her  the r enunci at i on woul d be det r i ment al  to the i nt er est s of  
nat i onal  def ense, t he hear i ngs went  f ar  beyond what  was l egal l y necessar y 
They were under  the gener al  super vi si on of  my assi st ant  J ohn L . Bur l i ng 
who has been wor ki ng on pr obl ems concer ni ng the J apanese- Amer i can gr oup 
si nce sever al  months bef or e the evacuat i on and who i s keenl y sensi t i ve to 
the c i vi l  l i ber t i es aspect s of  the pr obl em. He conduct ed the f i r s t  hear -
i ngs hi msel f  and set  up the pat t er n. Al l  of  the Hear i ng Of f i cer s wer e 
sent  out  f rom the Depar tment  i n Washi ngt on and wer e ei t her  at t or neys or  
ot her  pr of essi onal s of  hi gh st andi ng. They were al l  gi ven i nst r uct i on 
as to the backgr ound of  t he evacuat i on and as t o the gr oup at  Tul e Lake. 
The form of  t he hear i ngs t hemsel ves went  as f ar  as possi bl e t oward 
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mi ni mi zi ng the poss i bi l i t y of  dur ess. Bach appl i cant  was hear d al one i n 
a cl osed room wi t h no ot her  per son of  J apanese ancest r y pr esent . Thi s 
necessi t at ed the use of  Caucasi an i nt er pr et er s whi ch was di f f i cul t  f rom 
t he st andpoi nt  of  per sonnel . A f ul l  st enogr aphi c t r anscr i pt  was made of  
ecu;!: i cer I ng hear i ng cont i nued unt i l  t he Hear i ng Of f i cer  was 
sat i s f i ed t hat  t he appl i cant  under st ood t hat  t he si gni ng of  the paper  
woul d const i t ut e an abandonment  of  al l  r i ght s as an Amer i can c i t i zen and 
unt i l  he was sat i s f i ed t hat  t he appl i cant  desi r ed to si gn the r enunci at i ® 
f or m. I n endeavor i ng t o make sure t hat  the r enunci at i on was vol unt ar y 
t he Hear i ng Of f i cer s f r equent l y asked quest i ons such as concer ni ng t he 
appl i cant 's exper i ences and l oyal t i es bef or e t he out br eak of  the war , hi s 
r easons f or  not  consi der i ng hi msel f  an Mer i c an and hi s at t i t udes t owar d 
J apan and t he J apanese anper or . I n al most  ever y case t he appl i cant  
r esponded wi t h a det er mi ned ef f or t  to pai nt  hi msel f  as bei ng f anat i cal l y 
l oyal  to J apan and as bel i evi ng t hat  the Ermperor  Hi r ohi t o i s the l i v i ng 
god, f or  whom he woul d wi l l i ngl y di e. Si nce t he appl i cant  was al one, 
except  f or  the Government  o f f i c i al s , dur i ng the cour se ox these hear i ngs, 
i t  woul d have been possi bl e f or  hi m, i n t he event  t hat  he f ear ed i nj ur y 
i f  he di d not  r enounce hi s c i t i zenshi p, to have t ol d the Hear i ng Of f i cer  
and f or  hi m to have l ef t  the hear i ng wi t hout  si gni ng the r enunci at i on 
form and wi t hout  hi s f ai l ur e to r enounce bei ng known to any per son of  
J apanese ancest r y except  hi msel f . On sever al  occasi ons t hi s was done. 

I t  i s t r ue t hat  the number  of  r enunci at i ons was sever al  t i mes l ar ger  
t han the number  ant i c i pat ed. I  do not , however , at t r i but e t hi s t o t he 
exi st ence of  a gr eat  number  of  per sons who di d not  desi r e to r enounce t hdr  
c i t i zenshi p but  who wer e f or ced to do so because of  f ear  of  r epr i sal . I  
do at t r i but e i t  to a gr eat  wave of  pr o- J apanese f eel i ng whi ch r eached i t s 
hi gh poi nt  i n t he l at e autunn of  1944 and t he ear l y months of  1945. At  
t he t i me t he hear i ngs wer e st ar t ed t her e wer e two or gani zat i ons at  Tul e 
Lake havi ng ver y l ar ge member shi ps whi ch wer e openl y car r yi ng on pro-
J apanese ac t i v i t i es . One of  t hese, the Hokoku Sei nen Dan, was made up of  
young men. Near l y two t housand of  t hese men wer e get t i ng up i n the morn-
i ng, put t i ng on a ki nd of  uni f or m whi ch i ncl uded a r i s i ng sun embr oi der ed 
on a sweat shi r t  and wer e mar chi ng i n mi l i t ar y f or mat i on and t aki ng par t  
i n J apanese pat r i ot i c obser vances. These r i t es wer e accompani ed by 
a wel l - t r ai ned bugl e cor ps. Members of  t hi s or gani zat i on shaved t hei r  
heads so t hat  t hey mi ght  more cl osel y r esembl e J apanese sol di er s . The 
pur pose of  t hi s or gani zat i on was to t r ai n t hese men so t hat  t hey woul d be 
r eady to f i ght  i n the J apanese Army i f  t hey shoul d be r et ur ned to J apan. 
Thei r  el der s wer e l ess noi sy but  equal l y f er vent . Thei r  or gani zat i on 
openl y publ i shed a J apanese l anguage paper  cont ai ni ng J apanese pr opaganda 
A Gr eat er  3£ast  Asi a School  was f l our i shi ng. 

What  st i mul at ed t hi s wave of  pr o- J apanese f eel i ng i s a mat t er  f or  
conj ect ur e and need not  be gone i nt o her e. I t s exi st ence, however , i s 
beyond di sput e. I t  appear s fur t her mor e t hat  at  l east  to some ext ent  t he 
number  of  r enunci at i ons was al so i ncr eased by the opi ni on, whi ch may or  
may not  have been cor r ect , among ci t i zen- r esi dent s of  the Tul e Lake Center  
t hat  r enunci at i on was necessar y to avoi d compul sor y r el ocat i on bef or e the 
end of  the year  1945. I n any event , whet her  t he r esi dent s of  the Tul e 
LaJ ce Cent er  r enounced because t hey f el t  l oyal  to J apan and t hought  t hat  
t he r enunci at i on of  Amer i can c i t i zenshi p woul d ser ve as an i ndi cat i on of  
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al l egi ance to t he i i nperor  upon t hei r  r et ur n, or  whet her  t hey r enounced 
because t hey bel i eved t hat  t hi s woul d make sure t hat  t hey woul d be kept  ii  
det ent i on dur i ng the war , or  whet her  t hey r enounced because t hey want ed to 
be i n the same l egal  st at us as t hei r  par ent s or  brothezs, t he f eet  i s or et t y 
c l ear l y est abl i shed t hat  t hey under st ood what  r enunci at i on meant  and t hat  
t hey want ed to go t hr ough the pr ocess. Whet her  t hey wer e wi se or  i nt el l t  
gent  i n maki ng t hat  deci si on i s , of  cour se, anot her  mat t er  ent i r el y. I  
am sat i s f i ed, however , t hat  i n subst ant i al l y ever y case t he r enunci at i on 
was accompl i shed as an exer ci se of  t he r enunci ant 's f r ee wi l l . 

The si t uat i on i n whi ch the var i ous per sons who have wr i t t en to your  
or gani zat i on aski ng your  assi st ance i n hel pi ng them r est or e t hei r  ci t i zen-
shi p i s that  of  per sons who vol unt ar i l y made a change i n t hei r  l egal  st at ue 
end who now r egr et  t hei r  act i on. As I  have wr i t t en sever al  of  t hese peopl e, 
I  have sympathy f or  them; but  I  am at  a l oss to under st and how t he Depart-
ment 's pol i cy can be c r i t i c i zed. I t  i s di f f i cul t  to see i n gener al  why 
any c i t i zen shoul d not  have t he r i ght  to r enounce hi s c i t i zenshi p i f  he 
wi shes to do so and i t  i s al so di f f i cul t  to see what  the Government  shoul d 
do i n such cases beyond maki ng sur e t hat  the act  i s under st ood and i s not  
coer ced. I  do not  per cei ve how any Government  of f i c i al  coul d be asked to 
go f ur t her  and to under t ake to deci de f or  t he par t i cul ar  appl i cant  t hat , 
not wi t hst andi ng hi s pr of essed desi r e to r enounce hi s c i t i zenshi p, renunci -
at i on woul d not  be i n accor d wi t h hi s best  i nt er est s . 

I t  must  be admi t t ed t hat  i t  i s unf or t unat e t hat  as a r esul t  of  t hei r  
own f ol l y some 5,000 Amer i can c i t i zens har e thrown t hei r  c i t i zenshi p awajs 
On the ot her  hand, i t  must  be admi t t ed t hat  i mpor t ant  publ i c benef i t s have 
al so been achi eved as a r esul t  of  the r enunci at i on pr ogr am. Fol l owi ng the 
deci s i on of  the Supreme Cour t  i n Ex - parte 3ndo. the const i t ut i onal i t y of  
t he det ent i on of  Amer i can c i t i zens on t he gr ound of  di s l oyal t y became evei  
more dubi ous and at  the same t i me i t  woul d have been, as a pr act i cal  
mat t er , i mpossi bl e to r el ease the 2,000 young men i n the Hokoku Sei nen Dan 
who asser t ed t hei r  desi r e t o di e f i ght i ng f or  the i i nperor  of  J apan and wto 
wer e al r eady or gani zed i n semi - mi l i t ar y f or mat i ons. Due t o the r enunci at i on 
pr ogr am, however , t he pr obl em was never  posed and, i n f act , shor t l y bef or e 
he l ef t  of f i ce At t or ney Gener al  Bi ddl e i nfor med the War  Depar t ment  t hat  t o 
di d not  bel i eve t hat  the det ent i on of>Amer i can c i t i zens on the gr ound of  
di s l oyal t y was t hen const i t ut i onal  and the War  Depar t ment  and the West er n 
Def ense Command accept ed hi s opi ni on and removed al l  c i t i zens from the 
det ent i on l i s t s . Mi l i t ar y of f i c i al s have made i t  cl ear  t hat  the r enunci a 
t i on program was an i mpor t ant  f act or  i n l eadi ng them to accept  t hi s v i ew. 
Had the J apanese war  gone on l onger  the i mpor t ance of  t hi s vi ct or y f or  
c i v i l  l i ber t i es woul d, of  cour se, have been gr eat er , but  even as i t  i s 
ever y Amer i can c i t i zen of  J apanese ancest r y (except  t hose i nvol ved i n 
cr i mi nal  pr oceedi ngs) was f r ee of  det ent i on f or  some t ime pr i or  to t he 
cessat i on of  hos t i l i t i es . 

Coming to the speci f i c cr i t i ci sms r ai sed by your  l et t er s , I  have 
al r eady deal t  to some ext ent  wi t h the quest i on of  pr essur e and r enunci at i on. 
I  have no doubt  t hat  t her e wer e many cases i n whi ch pr essur e was put  on 
c i t i zen chi l dr en by al i en par ent s. I n ever y case, however , the chi l d was 
gi ven f ul l  oppor t unt i t y to make a st at ement  i n the absence of  hi s par ent s 
and, i f  he deci ded to dobs hi s par ent s wi shed, i t  was hi s own choi ce and 
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t hsr e was 110 means "by whi ch the l aw coul d st ep i n and f or bi d him t o do so 
The hear i ngs wer e i n no sense per f unct or y and wer e f ar  more car ef ul  t han 
was necessar y as a t echni cal  l egal  mat t er  to det er mi ne whet her  the subj ect  
was act i ng vol unt ar i l y. I n no case was dur ess a f act or  si nce t hat  term 
r ef er s to an act  commi t ted i n i mmedi ate f ear  of  bodi l y i nj ur y and si nce 
t he r eni mci ant  i n ever y case was al one at  t he t i me of  t he hear i ng and 
coul d not  have been i n i mmedi ate danger  of  any sor t  of  physi cal  i nj ur y 
f r om anot her  per son of  J apanese ancest r y. 

As I  have i ndi cat ed, the At t or ney Gener al  i s wi t hout  aut hor i t y t o 
di sappr ove r enunci at i ons unl ess he f i nds t hat  such di sappr oval  woul d be 
cont r ar y to t he i nt er est s of  nat i onal  def ense. Ther e i s no case ar i s i ng 
at  Tul e Lake i n whi ch the i nt er est s of  nat i onal  def ense woul d be i nj ur ed 
by appr oval  of  the r enunci at i on. I t  f ol l ows, t her ef or e, t hat  the 
At t or ney Gener al  i s , as a mat t er  of  l aw, r equi r ed to appr ove the renun-
ci at i ons ( I  em not  now di scussi ng t he somewhat  di f f i cul t  que st i on of  
whet her  a r enunci ant  may wi t hdr aw hi s r enunci at i on pr i or  to t he At t or ney 
Gener al 's appr oval ) unl ess he shoul d f i nd i t  to have been i nvol unt ar y. 

I t  i s the pr esent  i nt ent i on of  t hi s Depar tment  to keep i n det ent i on 
al l  r enunci ant s and, t her ef or e, Shi ger u Kawano, to whom you r ef er  i n your  
l et t er  of  August  7, wi l l  not  be per mi t t ed to l eave the Tul e Lake Cent er , 
The aut hor i t y under  whi ch t hi s det ent i on i s or der ed i s to be f ound i n 
Sect i on 21 of  Ti t l e 50 of  t he Uni t ed St at es Code and the Pr esi dent i al  
Pr ocl amat i on of  December  7, 1941 del egat i ng to the At t or ney Gener al  t he 
power  to det ai n al i ens of  enemy nat i onal i t y . You ar e cor r ect  i n bel i ev-
i ng t hat  no Pr esi dent i al  War r ant  has been ser ved unon Kawano, Thi s , 
however , i * i n no wi se af f ect s the l egal i t y of  hi s det ent i on. 

Legal l y speaki ng, no war r ant  what ever  i s necessar y t o appr ehend an 
al i en enemy and the term "Pr esi dent i al  War r ant " i s mer el y one whi ch we i n 
t he Depar t ment  of  J ust i ce have come to use f or  an or der  from the At t or ney 
Gener al  to the Di r ect or  of  t he Feder al  Bur eau of  I nvest i gat i on i ns t r uc t !  ̂
hi m to appr ehend a par t i cul ar  al i en enemy. I t  came to be cal l ed a Pr esi -
dent i al  War r ant , f or  no l egal  r eason, i n the ear l y days of  the Al i en Enemy 
Cont r ol  Program because i t  was anal ogous to a war r ant  and was based upon 
aut hor i t y del egat ed by the Pr esi dent . I t  i s , however , ent i r el y i nt r a-
depar t ment al . Si nce the Tul e Lake Cent er  i s mai nt ai ned by anot her  depar t -
ment  of  the Gover nment , the At t or ney Gener al  has not  sent  an or der  to the 
Depar t ment  of  t he I nt er i or  but  has accompl i shed the same pur pose by 
aut hor i zi ng a l et t er  to be wr i t t en to t he Depar t ment  of  the I nt er i or  r equest -
i ng t hat  t hat  Depar t ment  det ai n r enunci ant s whose names appear  on l i s t s 
suppl i ed to i t . The name of  ever y r enunci ant  at  Tul e Lake appear s on su& 
l i s t s . 

I ndi vi dual  r enunci ant s have not  been i nfor med t hat  t hey ar e to be 
det ai ned because the War  Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y, I  bel i eve cor r ect l y, f ear ed 
t hat  i f  i t  became gener al l y known i n War  Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y Cent er s t hat  
ever y r enunci ant  woul d be det ai ned that  mi ght  l ead to a f r esh wave of  
r enunci at i on i n ot her  Cent er s by per sons who were l oyal  to the Uni t ed St at es 
but  who, becaus of  economi c f ear s, were unwi l l i ng to l eave the Cent er s 
8nd who mi ght  r enounce t hei r  c i t i zenshi p as a means of  i nsur i ng t hei r  
cont i nued det ent i on i n a camp. For  t hi s r eason onl y such r enunci ant s at  
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Tul e Lake as have i ndi cat ed a desi r e to l eave have been t ol d t hat  t hey 
ar e i n det ent i on. For  t he r eason j ust  gi ven I  f eel  t hat  you woul d be 
per f or mi ng a gr ave di sser vi ce and woul d be i nvi t i ng t housands of  addi -
t i onal  r enunci ant s i f  you wer e to i nfor m your  c l i ent s t hat  the or der  i s 
a gener al  one. 

Coming to the quest i on of  whet her  some of  t hese r enunci ant s ar e 
st at el ess, as you suggest , or  ar e nat i onal s of  J apan, you are cor r ect  i n 
bel i evi ng t hat  t hi  s Depar t ment  i s of  the opi ni on t hat  ever y r enunci ant  may 
be pr esumed to be a J apanese nat i onal . The basi s of  t hi s pr esumpt i on i s 
t hat  under  J apanese l aw a chi l d bor n i n t he Uni t ed St at es of  J apanese 
c i t i zen par ent s may hi msel f  acqui r e J apanese c i t i zenshi p. Pr i or  t o a 
dat e i n 1924 c i t i zenshi p aut omat i cal l y at t ached to t he chi l d unl ess t he 
par ent s went  t o the J apanese Consul at e and f i l l ed out  a form r ej ect i ng 
i t  on behal f  of  t he chi l d. Af t er  t hat  dat e J apanese c i t i zenshi p at t ached 
t o the chi l d i f  t he par ent s r egi st er ed hi s bi r t h wi t h the J apanese 
Consul at e. The quest i on of  whi ch Amer i can- born have J apanese c i t i zenshi p 
t her ef or e, i s a quest i on of  f act  dependi ng upon f or mal i t i es bef or e t he 
J apanese Consul s. The r ecor ds of  the Consul at es, however , have been 
dest r oyed and no evi dence as to t hi s quest i on of  f act  woul d appear  to be 
avai l abl e except  per haps i n some cases t he t est i mony of  t he par ent s. 
The aut hor i t i es ar e c l ear , however , t hat  i f  an al i en i s det ai ned as an 
al i en ensmy under  Sect i on 21, Ti t l e 50, U.S.C. t he bur den of  per suasi on 
i s upon hi m to pr ove t hat  he i s not  of  enemy nat i onal i t y . I n t hi s si t u-
at i on, however , the Depar t ment  i s not  r el yi ng upon t he l egal  ci r cumst ance  ̂
t hat  the r enunci ant  i s unabl e t o sust ai n t he bur den of  per suasi on but  
r el i es upon the addi t i onal  evi dence of  t he subj ect 's adher ence to J apan 
i n t ime of  war . I n al most  ever y case the subj ect s t ol d Hear i ng Of f i cer s 
t hat  t hey wer e dual  nat i onal s or  t hat  t hey consi der ed t hemsel ves as bei ng 
J apanese. For  exampl e, Geor ge Fumio Tsuet aki , who you st at e advi sed you 
t hat  he has never  hel d dual  c i t i zenshi p, made t hese r esponses i n t he cour se 
of  the hear i ng: 

"Q Why don't  you hol d your  c i t i zenshi p? 
A Wel l , I  can't  have bot h at  one t i me. 

Q Why not ? 
A No, I  t hi nk I  have to make up my mi nd one way or  the ot her . 

Q Don't  you t hi nk i t  woul d bo bet t er  i f  you hel d on to your  
c i t i zenshi p and t hen went  to J apan and i f  you di dn't  l i ke i t , 
come back? 

A I  don't  t hi nk t hey wi l l  st and f or  t hat  ei t her , because I  
am pr et t y sure t hey went  me to be def i ni t e and I  don't  
t hi nk t hi s count r y woul d want  a per son l i ke me i f  I  
wer en't  def i ni t e. 

Q, Why don't  you r et ai n your  ci t i zenshi p? 
A I f  I  go back, i t  i s the onl y way I  have to be def i ni t e 

you know. I  appr eci at e al l  the hel p you peopl e ar e 
gi vi ng me. 
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Q, Do you under st and i f  you gi ve up your  c i t i zenshi p and go 
to J apan, you can never  come hack f t er e agai n and i f  you 
hol d on to your  c i t i zenshi p, you can go to J apan and i f  
you don't  l i ke i t  you can come back her e? 

A I  don't  t hi nk t hat 's r i ght  t hough." 

I n addi t i on, i n an over whel mi ng maj or i t y of  the cases the r enunci ant s 
assur ed the Hear i ng Of f i cer s t hat  t hey keenl y f el t  al l egi ance to J apan 
and r ej ect ed any al l egi ance t o t he Uni t ed St at es. I n the l i ght  of  t hese 
ci r cumst ances i t  appear s to me t hat  i t  i s r easonabl e to presume t hat  a 
per son bor n i n the Uni t ed St at es of  J apanese par ent s who dur i ng a war  
bet ween the Uni t ed St at es and J apan vol unt ar i l y r enot eces hi s Uni t ed 
Stp.t es c i t i zenshi p and decl ar es hi s al l egi ance to J apan i s , i n f act  
a nat i onal  of  J apan. 

I t  may be, of  cour se, t hat  t her e ar e some cases i n whi ch the renun-
ci ant  can obt ai n evi dence suf f i c i ent  to car r y the bur den of  per suadi ng t he 
cour t  t hat , not wi t hst andi ng hi s r ej ect i on of  Uni t ed St at es c i t i zenshi p 
and hi s asser t i ons of  l oyal t y to J apan, he i s never t hel ess not  a J apanese 
nat i onal  but  i s mer el y st at el ess. I f  you f i nd such par t i cul ar  cases, i t  
woul d be appr opr i at e ei t her  t o br i ng the f ac t s to the at t ent i on of  t hi s 
depar t ment  or  to i nst i t ut e habeas cor pus pr oceedi ngs si nce i t  wi l l  be con-
ceded t hat  per sons bor n i n the Uni t ed St at es who become st at el ess ar e not  
subj ect  t o i nt er nment  under  the exi st i ng st at ut e. I n vi ew of  the 
per suasi veness of  the r easoni ng t hat  the chi l dr en of  enemey al i ens who 
r enounce t hei r  c i t i zenshi p i n t i me of  war  ar e i n f act  nat i onal s of  the 
enemy count r y, I  do not  bel i eve, however , t hat  evi dence of  bar e asser t i ons 
by the r enunci ant  and hi s par ent s t hat  J apanese nat i onal i t y was r ej ect ed 
or  t hat  the bi r t h was not  r egi st er ed at  t he J apanese Consul at e wi l l  be 
suf f i c i ent . 

You next  ask how i t  i s possi bl e f or  per sons bor n i n t he Uni t ed St at ® 
to be i nt er ned. As I  have al r eady i ndi cat ed, t he i nt er nment  i s under  the 
Aut hor i t y of  the al i en enemy act  whi ch aut hor i zes t he i nt er nment  of  any 
c i t i zen of  an enemy st at e. The si gni f i cance of  bi r t h wi t hi n the Uni t ed 
St at es i s t hat  such bi r t h conf er s c i t i zenshi p. Once the c i t i zenshi p i s 
r enounced t he pr ot ect i on acqui r ed by bi r t h her e di sappear s and the enemy 
nat i onal  may be i nt er ned l i ke any ot her  al i en enemy. I n passi ng, I  may 
say t her e i s not hi ng pecul i ar  to per sons of  J apanese or i gi n about  t hi s". 
Ther e are pr obabl y sever al  mi l l i on c i t i zens of  German or  I t al i an or i gi n 
who coul d be i nt er ned i f  t hey r enounced t hei r  c i t i zenshi p si nce bot h 
Germany and I t al y r ecogni ze j us sangui ni s. 

You i ndi cat e t hat  your  br anch of  the Amer i can Ci vi l  L i ber t i es Uni on 
cont empl at es l i t i gat i on to compel  the r est or at i on of  c i t i zenshi p i n some 
cases and to t est  t he val i di t y of  det ent i on i n ot her s. I  cer t ai nl y do not  
wi sh t o pr event  you from seeki ng to saf eguar d what  you deem to be essent i al  
r i ght s of  Amer i can c i t i zens or  of  st at el ess al i ens r esi di ng i n t hi s counfc-
On the ot her  hand, I  f eel  t hat  I  shoul d poi nt  out  to you t hat  i t  woul d be 
necessar y f or  t he Government  i n def endi ng such sui t s t o make the arguments 
whi ch I  have j ust  advanced her e. I  f eel  t hat  you shoul d consi der  car ef ul l y 
wnet her  the pr ospect s of  success i n the i ±5 l i t i gat i on ar e such as t o maJe * 
i t  i n the publ i c i nt er est  at  t hi s t i me to l i t i gat e i ssues such as t hese ad 



418- C Newel l  Br . , 
Tul e Lake, Cal i f . 
August  20, 1945 

Mr . Edwar d J . Enni s 

Dear  Mr . Enni s 

Upon r ecei pt  of  your  r epl y to my l et t er  of  J ul y 23, 1945, I  
i mmedi at el y wr ot e you anot her  l et t er  of  i nqui r y concer ni ng many 
v i t al  mat t er s. Up- to- date I  s t i l l  have not  r ecei ved any r epl y t o 
t he l et t er  of  August  10, 1945. 

As we ar e ver y i nt er est ed on r et ur ni ng to our  for mer  pl ace i n 
Sacramento Count y i n the St at e of  Cal i f or ni a, we went  to t he Leave 
Of f i c e. I t  seems as t hough we ar e on the St op Li st  by the Dept . 
of  J ust i ce because of  our  r enunci at i on. We r egr et  ver y deepl y t hat  
we t ook such auct ion wi t hout  any knowl edge of  i t s consequences. 
Pr i or  to t he hear i ngs we wer e dai l y , ever ywher e we went , t ol d and 
f or ced by t he pr essur e gr oup to say what  we di d at  t he hear i ng. 
Wi t hi n the bl ock and the hospi t al  di ni ng room wher e I  am wor ki ng, 
t her e were t hose who demanded t hat  we r enounce our  c i t i zen. Ther e 
wer e t hr eat s, f i ght s , r est l essness ana compl i cat i ons over  t hi s 
i s sue. Ther e exi st ed wi l d rumors t hat  per sons not  t aki ng such 
measur e wi l l  be i mmedi at el y f or ced out  of  the camp wi t hout  any ad-
vance not i ce to unknown dest i nat i on; and we woul d be out cast ed by 
t he peopl e and our  i nnocent  chi l dr en mi st r eat ed. I f  onl y t her e 
wer e r ound t abl e di scussi on, l ect ur es, debat e, et c. on t hi s mat t er  
of  r enunci at i on, no doubt  we woul d not  have made such a gr ave 
er r or . Ther e wer e no "pr o" and "con" on t hi s mat t er . Si nce the 
Dept . of  J ust i ce have i nt er ned l eader s and members of  t hi s gr oup, 
t he "hokoku- Hoshi  dan " , we wer e r el i ved and wer e al l owed to t hi nk 
t hi s mat t er  ser i ousl y wi t hout  any opposi t i on, but  al as i t  was l at e 
because we had al r eady put  our  si gnat ur es on t he r equest  f or  r e-
nunci at i on. Wi t hi n our  hear t s, we ar e ver y l oyal  to the Uni t ed 
St at es as any ot her  "J ohn Doe, Amer i can". For  i nst ance when a r ot t ® 
appl e i s put  asi de a good one, and as t i me el apes, the l at t er  wi l l  
gr adual l y spoi l  because i t  was i n cont act  wi t h t he spoi l i ng one. 
We wer e j ust  l i ke t hat . L i vi ng i n camp l i ke t hi s , we ar e i n cl ose 
cont act  wi t h one anot her , and when rumors begi ns to f l y t her e i s 
no l i mi t . I t  was j ust  l i ke an epi demi c. The di sease of  r enunci a-
t i on got  hol d of  us bef or e we r eal i zed the ext ent  of  damage, and 
i t  was al r eady beyond cur e, 

I  was i nduct ed i nt o t he Uni t ed St at es Army af t er  my gr aduat i on 
f r om Ri o Vi st a Hi gh School . I  ser ved ver y f ai t hf ul l y and pr oudl y 
f or  t he count r y I  dear l y l oved and the onl y asREi xy count r y I  r eal l y 
knew, because I  never  set  f oot  on anot her  count r y. To me J apan means 
not hi ng, as I  never  have seen i t . J ust  because of  acci dent  of  bi r t h 
I  am cal l ed J apanese by my col or  and r ace. Af t er  bei ng Honor abl y 
Di schar ged from t he armed ser vi ces, I  was i mmedi at el y sent  to t hi s 
camp. At  f i r s t  I  was i ndi gnant  to t hi nk "Was I  not  an l oyal  Amer i can 
who al so di d hi s par t  when t he count r y cal l ed me?" I  ser ved Uncl e 
Sam so we Amer i cans coul d pr eser ve the "r i ght s of  f r eedom of  the 
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of  the pr ess, f r eedom of  the speech and r el i gi on," and the r i ght  to 
l i ve f r eel y wher ever  he des i r es, but  we were put  i n t hi s camp where 
f r eedom i s depr i ved. 

Now, we ar e the par ent s of  two son, Denni s, 2 year s, and 
Ronal d 10 mont hs. For  t hei r  sake we wi sh ver y much to r el ocat e 
to our  former  pl ace wher e we know and r ear  and educat e them i n t hi s 
democr at i c count r y where one can t hi nk f r eel y and speak f r eel y 
i nst ead of  the mi l i t ar i s t i c , and i mper i al i st i c J apan. We do not  
want  them to make any gr ave er r or s l i ke us . We ar e Ni sei , who do 
not  speak or  wr i t e J apanese f l uent l y, and do not  and have not  
bel ong to any J apanese soci et y or  c l ub. Our  vi ews and t hi nki ng ar e 
Amer i can. We ar e ver y gr at ef ul  and gi ve t hanks to God t hat  we wer e 
bor n and r ear ed i n the U.S. and gl ad our  chi l dr en can cal l  U.S. t hei r  
home. 

I t  i s our  desi r e t hat  we r el ocat e and work honest l y and di l i genl y 
and l oyal l y. What  do you mean when you sai d t hat  we ar e exposed to 
l egal  consequences? 

Can't  we become nat ur al i zed Amer i can c i t i zens? We have no cr i mi nal  
or  any ot her  bad r ecor ds. 

As we woul d l i ke to r el ocat e, your  i mmedi ate r epl y and ai d on above 
mat t er  wi l l  be ver y much appr eci at ed. We have r equest ed a hear i ng 
from the West er n Def ense Command. Can you al so gi ve us a hear i ng? 

Si ncer el y your s, 

/ s / Tom I samu Akune 

Hel en Ayako Akune 



Bl dg. 4715- F 
Newel l , Cal i f . 
August  27, 1945 

Mr . Edwar d J . Enni s 

Dear  Mr . Enni s 

To dat e we have not  r ecei ved your  answer  to our  appl i cat i on. 
Thus, we ar eunder  the i mpr essi on t hat  our  c i t i zenshi p st at us i s 
s t i l l  i nt act . Today, we ar e i n bet t er  posi t i on to r eal i ze the 
cour se of  act i on t hat  we t ook. So wi l l  you ki ndl y spar e a mi nut e 
or  so of  your  pr eci ous t ime to r ead my l et t er  and hel p us out  as 
i t  means so muc)j  to us . 

About  s i x months ago t hr ough conf usi on, pr essur e and rumors 
I  appl i ed t o r enounce my c i t i zenshi p whi ch was t he gr eat est  
mi st ake I  ever  di d i n my l i f e and I  r egr et  i t  ver y much. 

At  t hat  t i me t hi s cent er  was cont r ol l ed by Hoshi - Dan and 
i t s pr essur e gr oup and they sai d t hat  anyone who di dn't  r enounce 
woul d be chased out  and the al i ens depor t ed. Thus, the f ami l i es 
wi l l  be spl i t  up. We wer e al so i nfor med t hat  i n or der  to have our  
c i t i zenshi p removed we have t o answer  al l  the quest i ons so t hat  i t  
woul d be opposi ng t hi s U.S. Gover nment . Si nce evacuat i on, I  have 
l ost  my f at her  and my onl y s i st er  wi t hi n a si x months per i od whi ch 
was a ver y gr eat  shock to my mot her . I t  t ook her  a l ong t i me to 
get  over  i t . Then, t hi s pr essur e gr oup and the rumors st ar t ed 
to come up whi ch sai d t hat  s f i i i Si Si  and al i ens wi l l  be spl i t  up. 
Af t er  seei ng how much my mot her had gone t hr ough, conf usi on and 
pr essur e I  appl i ed f or  r enounci at i on not  r eal i zi ng what  the outcome 
woul d be. 

We want ed to l eave Tul e Lake many t i mes bef or e t hi s but  wi t h 
t hi s gr oup wor ki ng agai nst  t he peopl e and the t hi ngs t hey sai d about  
t he peopl e l eavi ng t he cent er s made us st i ck i t  out  t i l l *now. 

I  am mar r i ed and have a boy two year s ol d and my wi f e i s expect-
i ng anot her  baby by the end of  the year . Thr ough cowar dl y act s of  
mysel f  I  have st ayed i n her e and i t  has br ought  so mucfr  mi ser i es 
and hear t aches to r est  of  the f ami l y and al so j eopar di zi ng t he whol e 
f ut ur e of  my chi l dr en. 

As I  see my l i t t l e boy pl ayi ng i nnocent l y besi de our  bar r ack 
not  knowi ng what  t he out si de wor l d l ooks l i ke and to t hi nk t hat  I 'm 
t he one who has depr i ved hi m of  al l  t hi s pr i vi l ege of  bei ng a f r ee-
per son I  f el t  so bad t hat  I  don't  know what  t o do. 

I  have never  been to J apan and I  do not  have dual  c i t i zenshi p. 
I  have never  j oi ned Hoshi - Dan or  ot her  or gani zat i on. 

Mr . Enni s, wi l l  you k i ndl y cancel  my r enounci at i on f or  the sake 

of  my l i t t l e boy? I f  t hat  cannot  be done by the "Law of  the CongredJ  

we woul d appr eci at e i t  ver y much i f  we coul d l eave t hi s camp on par ol e 

Ver y t r ul y your s, 
/ s / Tadasu Fukushi ma 



1316ÖC 
Newel l , Cal i f . 
Oct . 7, 1945 

Edwar d J . Enni s 

Dear  Si r : 

I  am wr i t i ng t hi s l et t er  i n suppor t  of  the pr evi ous one whi ch m s 
i n r egar ds to my si ncer e desi r e to wi t hdr aw my appl i cat i on of  r enounci at i on. 

Your  r epl y to the same was ver y unf or t unat el y to me for  obvi ous 
r easons. But  si nce you have ment i oned the f act  t hat  my l et t er  woul d 
be on f i l e i n the event  a r e- exami nat i on of  my case i s i n or der , my 
i nt ent i on i s to convi nce you t hat  wi t hout  i nf l uence my l oyal t y to 
Amer i ca i s wi t hout  doubt , .̂o t hi s st at ement  I  am sur e al l  my f r i end 
out si de wi l l  t est i f y . Then you wi l l  ask me why I  r enounced. Ther e 
ar e many f act or s t hat  pr obabl y cont r i but ed to t hi s ; some of  them I  
have ment i oned bef or e and some I  wi sh to ampl i f y now. But  sur el y 
al l  t hat  I  may wr i t e or  say wi l l  not  have summed up concl usi vel y al l  
t he f act or s t hat  br ought  about  my hast y act i on. I  f ur t her  wi sh to 
emphasi ze t he f act  t hat  wi t hout  bei ng i n my shoes so to speak, 
i t  i s al most  i mpossi bl e to under st and and r ecogni ze my st at e of  
mi nd at  t hat  t i me under  such envi r onment  conf r ont i ng me. 

When the subj ect  of  r enounci at i on came up I  pr ayed to the 
ut most , t hat  no oppor t uni t y be of f er ed to me l est  I  woul d be 
per suaded away from my t rue way of  t hi nki ng. I  was ver y much af r ai d 
t hat  I  woul d f al l  i nt o t hese same hands. Unf or t unat el y t hi s was my 
case. 

I  was somewhat  per suaded to j oi n the "Hoshi dan" and the "Sei nendan" 
but  t hi s I  r ef used i nst ant l y when I  l ear ned t hat  t hey wer e doi ng t hi gs 
cont r ar y to t he Amer i can i deal s . I  am ver y sor r y to hear  t hat  t hey 
wer e t he ones t hat  pl eaded t hat  hear i ng of f i c i al s be sent  wher eby 
r enounci at on coul d be poss i bl e. I f  the W. R.A. had been abl e to br eak 
t hi s or gani zat i on up compl et el y i n i t s ear l y st ages, I  am sure t hi s 
r enounci at i on woul d have been anot her  mat t er . 

I  had no knowl edge of  the t r ue consequence i n r enounci ng; j ust  
as i t  i s s t i l l  i ndef i ni t e. Bef or e I  went  to hear i ng I  under st ood t hat  
i f  I  r enounced I  woul d be t r eat ed j ust  l i ke my par ent s, as a al i en 
and I  woul d be per mi t t ed to go out  anyt i me; t her ef or e I  di d not  t ake 
i t  ser i ousl y. By r enounci ng I  had t he i mpr essi on t hat  I  woul d be 
j ust  anot her  al i en hence woul d not  be compel l ed to par t  from my 
par ent s who ar e al so al i ens . 

My par ent s al so mi ni mi zed the t r ue f act s or  i nt er pr et ed i t  i n 
a manner  of  t hei r  own wher eby t hey coul d per suade me to do as I  di d 
f or  t hei r  onl y desi r e was to keep us t oget her  wi t h t hem. 

"Fol l ow the cr oud" sl ogan was anot her  cause whi ch bar r ed me 
from t hi nki ng st r ai ght . As I  have sai d bef or e i t  i s beyond me to 
br i ng ever y det ai l  cr yst al  cl ear  bef or e you but  may I  c i t e anot her  
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of  my f ool i shness. Tsuneo Mor i ki  who i s one of  my best  f r i end, 
and I  were br ought  up t oget her  from our  ear l y chi l dhood. We wer e 
ver y good f r i ends and ent er ed camp t oget her . When I  asked hi m 
about  t hi s mat t er , he t ol d me he had sent  f or  hi s paper s and was 
soon to r enounce. Hear i ng t hi s and consi der i ng ot her  f act or s such 
as f al se st at ement s, l i es , per suasi ons, rumors and what  not , whi ch 
t hey made me bel i eve, I  i mmedi at el y sent  f or  my paper s and appear ed 
bef or e the hear i ng o f f i c i al s . My mi nd was such t hat  al l  I  had i n 
mi nd was to r enounce. Whet her  t he quest i on set  bef or e me wer e 
agai nst  my wi l l  or  not  was a di f f er ent  pr obl em al t oget her . I  guess 
under  those ci r cumst ances what ever  t hey may have asked woul d have 
made no di f f er ence. I t  was not  a hear i ng i n the r eal  sense of  t he 
wor d but  i n r eal i t y i t  was a mat t er  of  si gni ng to r enounce. 

Under  more f avor abl e ci r cumst ance wher eby I  coul d have act ed 
upon my own wi l l  wi t hout  i nf l uence from mob psychol i gy I  am psoi t i ve 
t hi s mat t er  woul d have been beyond my i magi nat i on. J ust  r ecent l y I  
f ound out  t hat  Tsuneo Mor i ki  had cancel l ed hi s r enounci at i on and had 
r el ocat ed to Phi l adel phi a, Penn. I  have made a ser i ous move under  
t he most  unf or t unat e ci r cumst ances and I  wi sh to r ec t i f y i t . I f  you 
wi l l  car ef ul l y re- exami ne my case I  have poi nt ed out  to you t hat  
l oyal t y was not  i nvol ved i n t hi s case wi t hi n my hear t . 

Accor di ng to your  l et t er  no of f i c i al  of  t he government  has the 
r i ght  to r econsi der  my case wher eby I  may r ecl ai m my c i t i zenshi p. 
Due to t hi s f eet , I  am seeki ng par ol  wher eby I  may r eset t l e and 
r esi de i n t hi s count r y. I  ment i oned t hi s f act  i n my former  l et t er  
but  I  wi sh to emphasi ze and t el l  i n f ul l  my conduct  as a c i t i zen 
and my pl edge to abi de wi t h t he l aws of  the Uni t ed St at es . F i r st  
of  al l  I  have never  j oi ned any or gani zat i on subver si ve to the Amer-
i can i deal s . I  have obeyed al l  r egul at i ons set  bef or e me i n t hi s 
camp. I  have never  been quest i oned or  t r i ed on any account  her e or  
any ot her  pl ace. I f  you wi l l  r ecal l  the i nci dent  of  Nov. 4, 1943 
when mar t i al  l aw was decl ar ed and ever ybody went  on a st r i ke by 
decl ar i ng "st at us quo" no one was al l owed to work except  t he mess 
hal l  wor ker s. Ot her wi se you were l ooki ng f or  t r oubl e. At  t hat  t i me 
I  was wor ki ng at  the t ur key f ar m. I f  I  shoul d have qui t  wor k l i ke 
t he r est , the t ur keys woul d have been a t ot al  l oss to the gover nment . 
Mr . Smi t h, t hen head of  the farm di vi s i on pl eaded f or  me to wor k. 
Real i zi ng my r esponsi bi l i t i es I  worked out si de the guar ded f ence 
despi t e t hr eat s from peopl e who decl ar ed "st at us quo." Concer ni ng 
my conduct  dur i ng these cr uci al  t i me and my sense of  r esponsi bi l i t y 
I  am l i s t i ng Mr . Smi th t hen head of  the Agr i cul t ur e Depar t ment  as 
r ef er ence. 

"Obey thy f at her  and mot her " one of  t he commandments i s anot her  
f act or  whi ch can not  be over l ooked. I n our  f ami l y of  t en onl y r ay 
ol der  br ot her  and I  have r enounced. We had ever y consi der at i on f or  
t he f ami l y si nce we wer e the ol dest  and wer e more dependent  upon. 
To r ef use woul d have meant  f eud wi t hi n our  f ami l y. My younger  br ot her  
who has no consi der at i on f or  them r ef used. Now I  r egr et  t hat  I  had 
obeyed my par ent s. My par ent s ar e now admi t t i ng t hei r  mi st ake. The? 
ar e sor r y to have put  me i n such a pr edi cament  but  at  the same t i me 
t hey ar e more than pr oud of  us to t hi nk we were l oyal  to t hem. I  



bel i eve when one get s ol d i t  means a l ot  to them to know t hat  t hei r  
sons have gr eat  r espect  f or  them. On my par t  i t  was not  a mat t er  of  
l oyal t y or  di s l oyal t y I  wi sh you can see my poi nt  of  vi ew. 

Respect f ul l y your s 

Hi deo Fur ukawa 



Sept ember  28, 194) 

Mr . Edward J . Enni s 

Dear  Mr . Enni s: 

My wi f e and I  ar e wr i t i ng to you i n connect i on wi t h a pr obl em 
ar i s i ng from our  r enunci at i on of  Uni t ed St at es nat i onal i t y. 

I  was bor n at  San Gabr i el , Cal i f or ni a, on December  11, 1915, 
and dur i ng my ear l y chi l dhood I  was a r esi dent  at  Tor r ance, Cal l f or ». 
Unt i l  I  became 12 year s of  age, I  was at t endi ng the Tor r ance Grammar  
School  and upon my compl et i on of  t he si ct h school  year , I  went  to 
J apan wi t h my f ol ks . I  r emai ned i n J apan appr oxi mat el y seven year s 
and r et ur ned to t hi s count r y i n 1934. Dur i ng my r esi dence i n J apan, 
I  at t ended t he grammar  school  but  I  al ways f el t  t hat  my home was i n 
Amer i ca and t hi s i s the r eason wh& I  r et ur ned to t hi s count r y i n 193 4. 

Upon my r et ur n to t hi s count r y I  was wor ki ng i n the v i c i ni t y 
of  San Gr abr i el  i n a dr i ve- i n mar ket  unt i l  1940 when I  made my second 
t r i p to J apan to st udy chi ck soxi ng. I  r et ur ned to t hi s count r y i n 
1941 af t er  the compl et i on of  t hi s cour se and was wor ki ng i n t he 
v i c i ni t y of  Pasadena and made an annual  t r i p to Pennsyl vani a f or  the 
pur pose of  chi ck sexi ng. J ust  pr i or  to evacuat i on I  was r esi di ng 
at  Pasadena, Cal i f or ni a, and upon the i ssuance of  t he Pr esi dent i al  
Or der , I  vol unt ar i l y evacuat ed from the mi l i t ar y ar ea desi gnat ed 
No. 1 to the Whi t e Zone at  Newcast l e, Cal i f or ni a. However , due to 
var i ous ci r cumst ances, t hi s ar ea was al so desi gnat ed as Mi l i t ar y 
Ar ea No. 1 end I  was evacuat ed di r ect  i nt o the Tul e Lake Cent er  i n 
J ul y of  1942. 

I  was ver y much annoyed by the t r eat ment  I  r ecei ved i n that  I  
was al ways under  t hei mpr ess!on t hat  I  may not  have to evacuat e from 
the ar ea desi gnat ed as Mi l i t ar y Ar ea No. 2. I n f act , the evacuat i on 
has al ways been a di st ur bi ng f act or  i n maki ng a r easonabl e pr esumpt i on 
i n answer i ng the l oyal t y quest i on. Thr ough bi t t er ness and anger , I  
r epl i ed i n doubl e negat i ve and f or  t hi s r eason I  r emai ned t hr ough the 
segr egat i on per i od i n t hi s cent er . 

Af t er  t he segr egat i on I  not i ced t hat  t hi s cent er  became a hodge-
podge of  many di ver s i f i ed peopl e and i nt er est s. There wer e const ant  
t r oubl es and t ur moi l  wi t hi n t hi s cent er  and wi t hi n i t  the cont i ngent s 
of  hot beds. I t  f i nal l y ended i n t he November  i nci dent  i n 1943. 
Thr ough the out bur st  of  t hi s i nci dent  ar ose a ver y semi - mi l i t ar i st i c 
or gani zat i on r ef er r ed to as the Hoshi - Dan. I n our  bl ock were two 
l eader s of  t hi s or gani zat i on, Masao Sakamoto and Tohar a, who wer e 
pr opogat i ng t r emendousl y the vi r t ues of  the or gani zat i on and t hey had 
even gone to the ext r eme of  t hr eat eni ng me i f  I  di d not  j oi n sai d 
or gani zat i on. They made numerous v i s i t s to my home and at t empt ed 
to coer ce me to j oi n the movement . Al t hough I  di d not  j o i n sai d 
or gani zat i on I  was scar ed i nt o t hi nki ng t hat  i f  I  di d not  r enounce 
t hey woul d car r y out  t hei r  t hr eat s. Due to t hi s f act  my wi f e and I  
went  t hr ough the pr ocess of  bei ng hear d by your  hear i ng of f i cer  i n 
Febr uar y of  1945. 



My wi f e, Shi zue Hat akeyama, was bor n on J anuar y 23, 1921, at  
Newcast l e, Cal i f or ni a. She went  to J apan at  the age of  2 year s and 
r et ur ned to t hi s count r y somet i me i n 1941. We have one chi l d by 
our  mar r i age, who i s two year s of  age, and we wer e mar r i ed at  Los 
Angel es, Cal i f or ni a. 

The r eason f or  my wi f e's r enunci at i on was due to the f act  t hat  
undue pr essur e was exer t ed upon me and my wi f e, and she took t hi s 
act i on due to t he f act  t hat  I  went  t hr ough the pr ocessof  bei ng hear d 
by your  hear i ng of f i cer . Our  or i gi nal  i nt net i ons wer e t hat  we di d 
not  wi sh to r et ur n to J apan and i t  was t hr ough t he bi t t er  exper i ences 
we wi t nessed t hr ough the evacuat i on days and the undue pr essur e and 
t hr eat s made by the Hoshi - Dan l eader s t hat  we t ook t hi s st ep. 

Ther e by, we shal l  appr eci at e your  ki nd assi st ance i n gr ant i ng 
us some consi der at i on wher eby we may be par ol ed from t hi s ĉent er "* 
and l ead a normal  l i f e i n Amer i ca. 

Your s ver y t r ul y, 

/ a/ Fumio Hat akeyama 

Shi zue Hat akeyama 

5115- C 



7301- E 
Newel l , Cal i f . 
J ul y 6, 1945 

Mr . Edward J . Enni s 

Dear  Si r : 

Thi s i s i n r epl y to your  l et t er  of  J une 26. I n i t  you wr i t e 
as f ol l ows: 

(1) That  you ar e r epl yi ng to my l et t er s to t he At t or ney J 3eneral  
whi ch I  wr ot e on May 25 and may 31 aski ng t hat  my r enunci at i on be 
cancel ed. 

(2) That  I  had a hear i ng and execut ed the r enunci at i on on 
Febr uar y 15, 1945. 

(3) That  someone, �you say t he At t or ney Gener al ,�appr oved t hi s 
on Mar ch 22, 1945. 

(4) That  I  was gi ven a car ef ul  hear i ng and asked whet her  I  under -
st ood what  I  was doi ng at  t he t i me, 

(5) That  I  sai d I  di d and i t  was my own wi sh to do t hi s . 

Mr . Enni s, i n spi t e of  t hese f i ve st at ement s you make, I  r epeat  
t hat  I  woul d do anyt hi ng to get  my c i t i zenshi p back. I  was bor n'i n 
t hi s count r y. Bot h my si st er  and my br ot her  who were bor n her e have 
not  r enounced. My si st er  has r el ocat ed and my par ent s ar e t hi nki ng 
of  doi ng t he same. I  woul d do anyt hi ng to get  my c i t i zenshi p back. 
You pr obabl e wonder  why I  say t hese t hi ngs r epeat edl y. I t  i s becaus 
your  f i ve st at ement s do not  st at e the r eal  t r ut h of  t hi s case and 
my desi r e to r emai n an Amer i can c i t i zen i s so st r ong t hat  I  woul d 
cont est  your  arguments to t he end of  my days. 

Per mi t  me to cor r ect  the f i ve poi nt s i n the f ol l owi ng way. The 
f i r s t  poi nt  i s r i ght , f or  I  do not  t hi nk my r enunci at i on shoul d ever  
have been appr oved and I  wr ot e t hi s to you t wi ce bef or e. Yes, I  had 
a hear i ng on Febr uar y 15. But  on Febr uar y 15 when I  had my hear i ng, 
I  was so upset  I  di d not  know what  I  was doi ng. Suppose some peopl e 
came to t he hear i ng i n a t r embl i ng r age because of  t he rumors i n the 
camp as some f r i ends of  mi ne sai d t hey di d. They were not  i n t hei r  
r i ght  mi nd about  t hi s hear i ng, Mr . 3nni s . Ther e was no one at  t he 
hear i ngs to check t hi s, as you know. Let  me r emi nd you t hat  t her e 
wer e f i ve or  s i x t housand hear i ngs i n a few weeks gr ound out  i n abort  
t en mi nut es api ece f or  l osi ng c i t i zenshi p f or ever . I d di d not  ar r i ve 
at  the hear i ng i n an angr y mood. But  I  had hear d rumors al l  thrcagh. 
the camp f or  weeks t hat  i f  any of  us di d not  r enounce, we woul d be" 

f or ced on the out si de wi t h our  f ami l i es to f ace an uncer t ai n f ut ur e 
whi ch I  was not  t hen pr epar ed to do. Pr essur e of  f r i ends who bel i eved 
t hese rumors unbal anced my vi ew so I  coul d not  r eal l y under st and 
what  I  was doi ng c l ear l y. I  know f or  a f act  t hat  some of  my f r i ends 
wer e under  per sonal  t er r or  and wer e t hr eat ened to do t hi s t hi ng. 
Ot her s saw t hat  ever yone was swept  al ong t o r enounce and t hey thought  
t hey had bet t er  do i t  t oo. I  know many Ni sei  and Ki bei  who were 
so upset  t hat  t hey wer e not  act i ng of  t hei r  f r ee wi l l , and t hey now 
r egr et  t hi s act i on. I  wr i t e now because I  can see i t  al l  cl ear l y 
at  t hi s t ime and l ooki ng back, under st and my t r ue f eel i ngs, I  am 
sur e ot her s wi l l  see t hi ngs more cl ear l y as t he pr essur es, and the 
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exci t ement  i n t hei r  mi nds di es down and t hey wi l l  no doubt  wr i t e 
t hei r  t rue f eel i ngs as t ime goes on. You woul d not  be so hear t l ess 
as to di sr egar d al l  t hese st at ement s and say t hat  the f ear s and gr i ef  
and unbal anced mi nds were good and pr oper  hear i ngs. 

Then you say the At t or ney Gener al  appr oved t hi s on March 22. I  
do not  know who appr oved i t , but  I  am sur e he di d not  under st and the 
ment al  st at e I  was i n and t hat  my t en mi nut es hear i ng was not  the 
t ype to show i t . I t  i s al so sai d he appr ove i t  "as not  cont r ar y 
t o the i nt er est s of  nat i onal  def ense," I  consi der  the char ge r i di -
cul ous. I  am onl y 21 year s ol d and I  j ust  gr aduat ed Amer i can Hi gh 
school  at  the age of  20. I  was ei ght een when I "came i nt o Rel ocat i on 
camps. I  had no sk i l l s at  ei ght een, no mi l i t ar y t r ai ni ng and I  gues 
I  was pr et t y much l i ke any ot her  Ni sei  f el l ow comi ng out  of  San 
Fr anci sco. I  was s l i ght l y bet t er  than aver age i n school , and I  guess 
I ' d be as l ousy at  sabot age as any ot her  hi gh school  k i d. Am I  t hen 
a danger  because I  r enounced l i ke pr act i cal l y al l  the f el l ows and gi r l s 
at  Tul e Lake my age, some because t hei r  par ent s swal l owed the rumors 
some because a mi nor i t y gr oup t hr eat ened them, and some l i ke mysel f  
because we coul dn't  i n the l east  see or  under st and then what  t hose 
t en mi nut es meant  to our  l i ves? I  want  to make one ot her  poi nt  abott  
t hi s . I f  I  or  anyone el se had gone to the hear i ng from a normal  home 
i n a normal  communi ty on the out si de, our  mi nd woul d have been nor mal  
and pr act i cal l y no one woul d have r enounced. Anyway, t hi s i s t r ue 
i n my case. I  don't  t hi nk whoever  appr oved t hese hear i ngs ever  l i ved 
i nsi de t he t hr ee manpr oof  f ences ar ound Tul e Lake and ever  l i ved i n 
bar r acks from the ages of  17 to 20. 

I n the 4t h pl ace, you st at e I  had a car ef ul  hear i ng. I  remember  
i t  was shor t , I ' d guess about  t en mi nut es. The hear i ng of f i cer  was 
a woman I ' d never  seen bef or e. She di dn't  ask me anyt hi ng about  my-
sel f  except  the r out i ne quest i ons t hey asked t housands of  young peopl e 
her e. I  t hought  I  was goi ng back behi nd the f ence or  be put  out  of  ̂
Tul e Lake. Thi s i s what  kept  my answer s on the r oad of  conf usi on 
whi ch I  now r egr et . You can ask a man bl i nded by conf usi on i f  he 
under st ands what  he i s doi ng. The answer  pr oves not hi ng as i n my case. 

Camp pr essur es, r umor s, the unwi se advi ce of  f r i ends wer e t he 
r easons f or  my st at e of  unbal ance. I t  was not  my per sonal  wi sh or  
choi ce af t er  consi der at i on to do anyt hi ng ot her  than r et ai n my 
c i t i zenshi p. I  hoped I  woul d not  l ose i t . The r el ocat i on of f i ce 
wher e I  appl i ed t el l s me now t hat  the act i on was appr oved. The onl y 
appr opr i at e quest i on now i s how to get  r eal  consi der at i on of  my 
i ndi vi dual  case. Under  t he l aw, t en mi nut es of  f ol l y has dest r oyed 
al l  my pl ans f or  a f ut ur e i n t hi s count r y and hol ds me a pr i soner  
at  Tul e Lake i n an envi r onment  I  det est . 

F i nal l y, you say you r egr et  the "t r agi c consequences" of  t hi s 
ear l i er  act , but  the "r enunci at i on pr ocedur e i s sur r ounded as much 
as possi bl e by saf eguar ds to make sur e t hat  r enunci ant s under st and 
what  t hey are doi ng." My whol e poi nt  i s t hat  t hese saf eguar ds wer e 
not  adequat e i n the pi ct ur e of  Tul e Lake, t hey f ai l ed i n my case 
even to show the ment al  st at e I  was i n f or  the st enogr apher  over -
l ooked such t hi ngs and t he hear i ng of f i cer  made no i nqui r i es . The 



saf eguar ds wer e not  enough i n ot her  cases wher e t er r or i zi ng or  
par ent s ' unwi se advi ce or  rumors made young, unwor l dl y si mpl e peopl e 
do what  t hey di d. I f  the l aw cont ai ns such weak spot s and i f  Tul e 
Lake i s di f f er ent  f rom any cl i mat e on ear t h, hur t i ng peopl e's i deas 
and common sense, "then t hi s l aw to be j ust  not  onl y to me but  to 
hundr eds and per haps t housands of  ot her  hi gh school  aged chi l dr en, 
shoul d have a pr ovi si on to appeal  such cases or  have a re hear i ng 
when sense st r i kes home and there i s no bl i ndi ng conf usi on. I n 
Amer i can l aw, I  do not  thi nk yout h have t hei r  f ut ur es and l i ves shaped 
by ten mi nut es from behi nd the bar bed- wi r e f ences and f or  the words 
and bl i ndness of  yout h r ecei ve a sent ence to the end of  t hel t  l i ves 
whi ch hol ds them from t hei r  f ami l i es, f rom f r eedom, from t hei r  
count r y and doe s t hi s f or  j out h i n whol esal e l ot s of  t housands of  
car eer s. Or  does t hi s l aw al l ow such t hi ngs. The quest i on i s not  
mi ne. The hear i ng i s now your s. 

Si ncer el y, 

/ s / Mi nor u Ki yot a 
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715- D 
Tal e Lake Cent er  
Newel l , Cal i f or ni a 
September  13, 1945 

Her ber t  Wechsl er  

Dear  Mr . 

I  am one of  t hose per son who does not  wi sh to be depor t ed i . e . t  f  
you ar e pl anni ng to st ar t  depor t at i on pr oceedi ngs agai nst  me. 

The r eason why I  have not  wr i t t en sooner  i s because I  am a def ® t-
i s t . But  i f  you ar e goi ng to st ar t  depor t at i on pr oceedi ngs agai nst  me 
.j ust  because your  depar tment  t hi nks I  was di sl oyal  or  j ust  because I  
r enounced my c i t i zenshi p t hen, I  have somet hi ng to say to t hat . I f  
not , i t  won't  be necessar y to r ead any f ur t her . 

Her e ar e the f act s whi ch you can check one by one to pr ove my 
st at ement  t hat  I  never  was di s l oyal . 

F i r st  of  al l , bef or e evacuat i on I  was a l aw- abi di ng mi l d-
manner ed wi t h maybe a l i t t l e too much i nf er i or i t y compl ex but  
never t hel ess a har d wor ki ng f ar mer . I  have never  been to J apan. 

When I  submi t t ed my answer s on the Sel ect i ve Ser vi ce Form 
No. 304A, you wi l l  f i nd t hat  I  have answer ed (Quest i on No. 28 wi t h 
an unqual i f i ed "yes ". Al t hough I  have answer ed quest i on NoJ  27 wi t h 
a "no", i n al l  pr obabi l i t y I  woul d not  have been accept ed by the 
Army even i f  I  had answer ed "yes" and vol unt eer ed f or  combat  dut y 
because I  am not  physi cal l y f i t . Thi s st at ement  can be r eadi l y ' 
pr oven because I  went  to t ake my pr e- i nduct i on physi cal  exami nat i on 
at  the Base Hospi t al  her e i n Tul e Lake on May 2, 1944. I  r ecei ved 
my c l ass i f i cat i on as 4- f . 

The next  day, May 3. 1944, I  was t aken to the Admi ni st r at i on 
Bui l di ng and quest i oned by t he FBI  i n r egar ds to the Sel ect i ve Ser vi ce 
because many of  them di d not  show up f or  t hei r  physi cal s. You wi l l  
f i nd t hat  when I  was quest i oned, I  st at ed t hat  I  woul d take arras and 
def end the Uni t ed St at es i f  ever  She was at t acked by the enemy. 

Now t he, as f or  my st at i ng t hat  I  s t i l l  had dual  c i t i zenshi p at  
the t ime of  my r enunci at i on hear i ng on Mar ch 8, 1945, I f  the hearing-
of f i cer  had my bi r t h cer t i f i cat e i n f r ont  of  hi m, he coul d have shot  
t hi s quest i on, "Why i s i t  t hat  you appl i ed f or  a dupl i cat e copy of  
your  bi r t h cer t i f i cat e on December  9, 1941 at  t he Hal l  of  Recor ds i n 
San J ose, Cal i f or ni a?" I  woul d have been st uck f or  an answer  because 
t he r eason i s qui t e obvi ous t hat  I  had r el i nqui shed my or i gi nal  bi r t h 
cer t i f i cat e i n or der  to cancel  my dual  c i t i zenshi p wi t h J apan. 

You can al so check at  the Cal i f or ni a Depar tment  of  Publ i c Heal to, 
Regi st r ar  of  Vi t al  St at i s t i cs , Sacr ament o, Cal i f or ni a and f i nd t hat  
on J anuar y 8, 1945, t hey made a phot ost at i c copy of  my bi r t h cer t i -
f i cat e because I  had r equest ed i t . Now I  ask you i f  you don't  t hi nk 
a per son *ho cher i shes hi s bi r t h cer t i f i cat e was not  under  pr essur e t o , 
r enounce hi s Amer i can c i t i zenshi p? 
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Thi s l et t er  i s not  an appeal  to have my r enunci at i on cancel ed 
but  i t  bur ns me up to hear  about  depor t at i on when some educat ed 
bast ar ds who t r i ed to get  me i nt o the Hokoku Dan; who had i nf l uence 
and act ed so col d t owards me when I  di d not  bel i eve or  l i st en to 
them when they expounded how J apan had al r eady won the War . These 
f el l ows who wi l l  be f r ee to roam ar ound agai n i n the Uni t ed St at es 
whi l e us sucker s who yi el ded to pr essur e ar e to be depor t ed, one a 
chemi cal  engi neer , one a dent i st  j ust  to ment i on a few who were 
al i ens i n the f i r s t  pl ace, wel l , al l  I  can say i s "t hat  beat s a l l . " 

"Thi s one r eal l y t akes the cake.'" 

Your s t r ul y, 

/V George Mi nor u Har ada 



The f o l l o wi n g a r t i c l e appear ed i n t he Roc k y Shi mpo on 

Oc t o ber  23. i t  was wr i t t en i n J ap anes e by Sh i n i t s u r o Nomur a. 

L e t ' s Nttt  Mi s s t he Bus 

S i nc e t he o u t br eak of  t he wa r , t he number  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n s 



OCTOBER - -  ( ? ) 

on J  a pan and t he J apan- U. S . war  ar e s u r p r i s i n g l y abu n dan t . 

P u b l i c a t i o n s c o nc er n i ng t he J ap anes e i n t he Un i t ed St a t es ar e 

not  s ear c e e i t h e r . F or  i n s t a n c e , De Wi t t ' s F i n a l  Rep o r t : J apanes e 

E v ac uat i o n f r om t he 'Test  Co a s t , J ap an i n F o r t une magaz i ne , or  

Gar y Mc Wi l l i ams ' new bo o k , P r e j u d i c e : J ap anes e Amer i c an s , Symbol   

o f  S£ £ . i a l  I n t o l e r anc e t hes e ar e good ex amp l es . 

'Amer i c ans ar e t oo i gno r ant  of  J apan ? f  - - -  t h i s s t at ement  i s 

bec omi ng o b s o l e t e . I f  we ar e not  c a r e f u l , s uc h a t i me mi ght  

come when t he Amer i c ans wi l l  know at f  l ot  mor e about  J ap an t han 

we d o . Un l es s we, do s omet hi ng q u i c k l y , we wi l l  :f mi ss t he bus ' f . 

Among t he p u b l i c a t i o n s t r ea t i n g t he J  a panes e" pr obl ems i n t he 

c amps , K i b e i  N i s e i  by Dr . S p i c e r , t he c h i e f  of  t he Communi t y 

A n a l y s i s S e c t i o n , i s a-  v a l uab l e c o n t r i b u t i o n . I t  i s s omet hi ng 

no J ap anes e i n t he Un i t ed St a t es coul d ac c o mp l i s h . I t  i s a wo r k 

of  s u r p r i s i n g l y t ho r o ugh r e s e a r c h e s . 

F or  l o ng ; t  he J ap anes e l i k emt o r e a d . To pr ove t h i s po i nt ., 

I  can c i t e t he an n u a l  r at e$| of  p u b l i c a t i o n s ( a l t h o u gh t hes e f i g u r es 

ar e t hos e o f  some y ear s a g o ) . The number  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n s f o r  

t he y ear  i n J ap an was mor e t han 23, OOO; i n So o i et  R u s s i a , 

3 8 , 0 0 0 ; i n Ger many , P 4 , 000 . J ap an was t he t h i r d i n t he wo r l d . 

The f i g u r e f o r  t he Un i t ed St a t es was unk no wn, but  i t  s ai d t hat  

J ap an was f a r  i n adv anc e o f  t he Un i t ed S t a t es as t o t he number  

o f  p u b l i c a t i o n s . 

Bec aus e of  c i r c ums t andes , t he J ap anes e i n t he Un i t ed St a t es 

di d not  have much o p p o r t u n i t i es t o r ead b o o k s . Now wi t h t he 

adv ent  of  t he wa r , t hey wer e den i ed o f  new p ub l i c a t i o ns f r o m 

J a p a n . At  pr es ent  t hey ar e r ead i ng b o o k s t h e l i b r a r i es i n 

t he c e n t e r s . T hes e ar e t he book s wh i c h had not  been bur ned 

(RN; The J ap anes e - s ê a f r a i d t o po s s es s book s i n J ap anes e a f t e r  
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P ea r l  Ha r b o r . ) and c o l l ec t ed i n t he l i b r a r i e s . But  t h i s i s a 

go l den o ppo r t un i t y f o r  t he J a p a n e s e . F o r  J ap anes e books ar e 

s c a r c e , t hey ar e f o r c ed t o r ead E n g l i s h books whet her  t hey l i k e 

or  n o t . 

To t h i s o f f i c e t her e come many i n q u i r i e s as k i ng t he names 

and t he pub l i s her s of  new bo o k s . Most  o f  t hes e ar e f o r  war  

many 

b o o k s . "'hy i s i t  t hat  we d o n ' t  ha ve  ̂ i nau i r i e s f o r  book s on 

p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e , ec o no mi c s , d i p l o mat i c h i s t o r y , e t c . ? Now 

t hat  we have been deni ed t o have book s f r o m . J apan , t h i s i s a 

good o ppo r t un i t y t o s t udy t he h i s t o r y and t he p o l i t i c a l  o r gan i za 

t i o n o f  t he Un i t ed S t a t e s . 

I  wonder  i f  i t  wo u l dn ' t  be a good i dea f o r  t he Adul t  Ecu-

c at i o n Depar t ment s o f  t he Re l o c at i o n Cent er s t o b eg i n c o ur s es 

on t he Un i t ed St a t es not  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  r eas o ns but  f o r  aca-

demi c pur po s e. i t  i s a gr eat  shame not  t o know t he Un i t ed St at e 

when we l i v e i n t he Un i t ed S t a t e s . I , t o o , am ashamed of  i t . 

The camp l i f e i s un l i k e t he bus y l i f e o f  t he o u t s i d e . T hey 

have o ppo r t un i es t o s t udy i n ev er y way . To know t he r e a l  con-

d i t i o n of  t he Un i t ed St a t es w i l l  be u s e f u l  when we go out  on 

t  ht  o u t s i d e . 

v 


