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I t  was no t ed t h at  mor e I s s e i , who had b een d o u b t i n g t he 
c l a i ms o f  t he r ec en t  day s 

J a p a n e s e ^h i t h e r t o , hav e f cegun t o e x p r e s s a g r e a t e r  f a i t h i n t he 

J a p a n e s e s t o r  i s and a mor e do ubt  i n t h e A me r i c a n c l a i ms . D i f f e r -

ent  f a c t o e s  ̂ f o r  t h i s c h a n g e , h o we v e r , a r e a t t r i b u t e d by t h em. 

K o f  t h e P o s t o n C h r o n i c l e (a f o r mer  v e r n a c u l a r  r e p o r t e r  on 

t h e p a c i f i c Co as t  and a g r a d u a t e o f  a J a p a n e s e c o l l e g e ) had t h i s 

t o s a y ; 

" I  d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e t he J a p a n e s e c l a i ms o f f  F o r mo s a . I  t ho ugh t  

t h e i r  c l a i ms wer e f a n t a s t i c . J  ap ande l ai med t h a t  t he A mer i c an 

f l e e t  had been wi ped out  at  t he t i me t̂ h e b a t t l e f o r  S a i p a n was 

at  i t s h e i g h t . T h en what  happened. . S a i p a n was t a k en by t he 

U n i t e d S t a t e s . So I  t ho ugh t  t he J a p a n e s e c l a i ms o f f  F o r mos a wer e 

a n o t h e r  S a i p a n s t o r y . But  t o day I  r ead i n a n ews p ap er  t hat  Admi -

r a l  Mar c it  i t  c h e r  i s b a c k i n t he Un i t e d S t a t e s . T'f hat  i s he d o i n g 

i n t he U n i t e d S t a t e s i f  t he 58t h T a s k F o r c e wo n t he b a t t l e o f f  

F o r mos a as t he A mer i c a n Nav y had c l a i me d ? T h i s t i me , t he J a p a n e s e 

c l a i ms a r e r i g h t , I  b e l i e v e . I t  s eems t o me t hat  t he 58t h Ta  

F o r c e had been c o mp l e t e l y s h a t t e r e d . * 

An I s s e i , abo ut  f i f t y y ea r s o f  a g e , mo d e r a t e l y we l l - t o - d o , 

an "u r ban e v a c u e e , s a i d t h i s : 

''I  was r e f u s i n g t o b e l i e v e e i t h e r  s t o r y . I  s a i d t o my s e l f  

t h a t  t h i n g s wo ul d bec o me c l e a r  t wo or  t h r e e mo nt hs f r o m n o w. 
I  am c o n v i n c ed t h a t  

But  now  ̂ J  a pan was no t  l y i n g t h i s t i me . I  hear d a c o u p l e day s ago 
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t h a t  new J a p a n e s e t r o o p s L anded at  P e l e l i u . I t i s a c o n v i n c i n g 

e v i d e n c e t h at  J ap an has t he c o n t r o l  o f  t he a i r  at  t he F a l a u ; i f  

she had n o t , h er  t r o o p s c o u l d not  hav e l anded t h e r e . I t  means 

t h a t  j a p a n won t he n a v a l  b a t t l e s o f f  F o r mo s a and t he P h i l i p p i n e s . 

5 f  she* l o s t  i n t h o s e en ga j eme n t s , s he wo u l d not  hav e t he c o n t r o l  

o f  t he a i r  at  t he P a l a u . 

A n o t h e r  I s s e i , a f o r mer  i n d ep en d en t  f a r mer  i n Or an ge C o u n t y , 

had t h i s t o s a y : 

'News p ap er s had news o f  A me r i c a n v i c t o r i e s s p l a t t e r e d a l l  

o v er  t he pages f o r  many d a y s . 3o I  d o u b t ed t he b r o a d c a s t  s t o r i e s 

f r o m J a p a n . I  c o u l d n ' t  h e l p i t . But  t he p ap er s t o d ay s a i d t h a t  

J a p a n e s e bo mber s went  o v er  Sa i p a n and T i n i a n and damaged Amer i -

c an wa r s h i p s . ' Ve i l , t h a t  i s a c l u e t o t he wh o l e s i t u a t i o n . J a p a n 

i s on t he o f f e n s i v e now b ec u a s e s he wo n t he n a v a l  b a t t l e s as s he A$s 

c l a i med . 
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The ma j o r i t y o f  t he o l d e r  p eo p l e her e had a n o t h e r  c au s e t o 

be j u b i l a n t , b e c u a s e a s t o r y went  ar o und t h at  R a d i o T o k y o had 

r ep o r t ed t h a t  A me r i c a n n a v a l  l o s s es i n t he pas t  t en day s amount ed 

t o t h r ee hundr ed and f i v e n a v a l  c r a f t s ( i n c l u d i n g l a n d i n g b o a t s ) . 

T he same s o u r s e a l s o r ep o r t ed t h a t  J a p a n d es t r o y ed 1 , 5 0 0 A me r i c a n 

p l an es d u r i n g t he same per i o d . 

T h es e p e o p l e , i n a d d i t i o n , r e c e i v e d an i n f o r ma t i o n t h at  

R a d i o T o k y o on Oc o t b e r  29 r ep o r t ed t he f o l l o wi n g A mer i c a n l o s s es 

at  j- «eyt  e : 

S u n k : A i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r s 4 ; C r u i s e r s ? , U n i d e n t i f i e d war -

s h i p s 3 ; e n d i n g Bo a t s 4 . 

The h a n d l i n g o f  t h es e J a p a n e s e c l a i ms by t he v e r n a c u l a r  

n ews p ap er s (T he K k̂y î  Sh i mp o ; The U t a h N i p p o ; and T he Co l o r a d o 

T i me s ) g i v es i mp r e s s i o n s t o t he r e a d e r  t h a t  t h e y a r e r e l i a b l e . 

T h es e p ap er s f o r  t he pas t  s e v e r a l  i s s u e s hav e t r e a t e d t he J a p a n es e 

c l a i ms b r a z e n l y . ( See t he paper s i n t h e f i l e s . ) By a d r o i t  and 

c l e v e r  us e o f  J a p a n e s e wo r d s , t he p ap er s hav e s uc c eeded (no d o u b t , 

t h i s i s i n t e n t i o n a l  on t he par t  o f  t h e e d i t o r s . ) i n g i v i n g t he 

r e a d e r  c aus e t o b e l i e v e i n t he J a p a n e s e r e p o r t s . A s a r e s u l t , 

t he p eo p l e her e hav e i n c r ea s ed t he d e g r e e o f  c o n f i d e n c e i n t h es e 

c l a i ms , and hav e p egun t o b e l i e v e t hem wi t h o u t  r e s e r v a t i o n . 
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T hE f o l l o wi n g news c r e d i t e d t o R a d i o T o k y o a r e wi d e l y c i r -

c u l a t ed among t h e «J  a p a n e s e y " ev a c u ees t o d a y : ( I  mi ght  not  hav e 
« 

r emember ed c o r r e c t l y . ) 

The A me r i c a n l o s s e s o f f  F o r mo s a f o r  t he per i o d , Oc t o b e r  24-

2 5 t h , a r e as f o l l o ws ; 

Oc t o b e r  24t h S u n k Damaged 

A i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r s 2 1 

C r u i s e r s 2 

Oc t o b e r  25t h 

A i r c r a f t  C a r r i e r s 6 7 

C r u i s e r s � 3 2 

De s t r o y e r s 1 2 

T r a n s p o r t s 4 

The A me r i c a n l o s s es o f f  t he P h i l i p p i n e s : 

F o r  t he per i o d , Oc t o b e r  24t h -  £ 6 t h 

A i r c r a f t  C a r r i e r s 3 1 

C r u i s e r s 1 4 

The A me r i c a n l o s s e s o f f  L ey t e f o r  t he p e r i o d , Oc t o b e r  24t h -

26t h : 

S u n k Damaged A f i r e Agr o und 

T r a n s p o r t s 5 2 3 4 

A r i c r a f t  C a r r i e r s 2 

B a t t l e s h i p s 1 & 2 

C r u i s e r s 2 3 

De s t r o y e r s 1 2 

L a n d i n g Bo a t s 17 2 12 

T h es e p eo p l e s eem t o b e l i e v e - ttk t h e s e n e ws . T h e y p as s ed 

t he i n f o r ma t i o n f r o m one t o a n o t h e r  and wer e v e r y j u b i l a n t . One 

o f  t h em, whom I  o v e r h e a r d , ex p r es s ed t h a t  t he war  mi ght  end 

w i t h i n a f ew mo nt hs i n J a p a n e s e v i c t o r y . A n o t h e r  s t a t ed t h at  

t he J a p a n e s e %v y was a l l  mi g h t y and c o u l d not  be d e f e a t e d . 

One K i b e i , abo ut  t h i r t y - f i v e y e a r s o l d , s t a t ed as f o l l o ws : 

" j a p a n had t o g i v e up t he Me r s h a l s and S a i p a n . *'re s a i d at  

t h a t  t i me t h at  J a p a n was d r a wi n g t he A me r i c a n f i e e t  n e a r e r  t o . p l a c e j f  
A 

h er  own c h o i c e t o c r a k h t hem wi t h one b l o w. Now t he t i me has 

a r r i v e d , and J a p a n i s l i v i n g up t o h e r  p r e d i c t i o n s . ' " 
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The e v a c u e e s ( e x c e p t  t he y o ung Ni s ei f l  a r e g e n e r a l l y abs o r bed 

i n t h es e news o f  " J a p a n e s e v i c t o r i e s ' ' . T h e i r  r e a c t i o n s a r e not  

v a r i e d ; t h e y b e l i e v e d t he v i c t o r y news unc o nd i t o na l l y , and a r e 

e x t o l l i n g t he mi ght  o f  t he J a p a n e s e ^a v y . I n t h e pas t  f ew d a y s , 

a g r e a t e r  f a i t h i n t he J a p a n e s e c l a i ms i s n o t i c ed among t h es e 

p e o p l e ; t he c o n t r a d i c t o r y A me r i c a n c l a i ms s eem t o hav e v e r y 

l i t t l e e f f e c t  w i t h t h em. None o f  t hem s eem (bo q u e s t i o n t h e a r gu -

ment  by many o f  t hem t hat  t he A mer i c a n c l a i ms a r e f o r  t he pur -

po s e o f  g e t t i n g v o t es f o r  p r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t  and d i d not  hav e 

an y v e r a c i t y . 

As t r ue at  o t h e r  t i mes when p eo p l e a r e k e e n l y i n t e r e s t e d i n 

o v er s ea b r o a d c a s t s , r umo r s o f  a r r e s t s by t he F B I  f o r  r e a s o n o f  

p o s s e s s i n g s ho r t - wav e s e t s a r e s p r e a d i n g i n c amp i n v a r i o u s f o r ms 

The f o l l o wi n g r umo r s ar e t he most  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o n e s : 

1. The F B I  a g e n t s hav e p i c k ed up t h r e e s ho r t  - wave r a d i o 

s e t s i n Gamp I I I . 

2 . A man was a r r e s t e d by t he F B I  i n Gamp I I I  f o r  p o s s e s s i n g 

a s ho r t - wav e r a d i o s e t . 

3 . A man ( a n o t h e r  v e r s i o n s a i d t h r ee men ) was a r r e s t e d by 

t he F B I  i n Gamp I I  f o r  p o s s e s s i n g aj shor t - wave s et  ( o r  s e t s ) . 

4 . Ma t s u bar a o f  t he E x e c u t i v e Bo ar d (Tj ni t  I ) was a r r e s t e d 

by t h e F B I  f o r  p a s s i n g o v er s ea b r o a d c a s t  i n f o r ma t i o n . 

b r a t  i o n p a r t i e s a r e b e i n g hel d i n many b l o c k s , but  now 

l i t t l e mor e q u i e t l y . 
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A g r o u p o f  I s s e i  o f  v a r i o u s b a c k g r o u n d s ( some wer e i n t e l l i -

gen t  f a r me r s , some o t h e r s wer e f i s h e r me n f r o m T e r mi n a l  I s l a n d , 

and s t i l l  some o t h e r s wer e f o r mer  mer c h an t s i n L i t t l e T o k y o ) was 

d i s c u s s i n g t he news f l a s h e d o v er  t he r a d i o t h i s e v en i n g r e p o r t i n g 

an A mer i c a n n a v a l  v i c t o r y o f f  t he P h i l i p p i n e s . T h e y wer e i n ac -
gr a i n 

c o r d wi t h an o p i n i o n t h a t  t he news mus t  be t a k en wi t h a && 1- t  o f  

s a l t , b e c u a s e t h i s , t o t h em, was a s c heme o f  t he R o o s e v e l t  ad-

mi n i s t r a t i o n t o pep up t he c o u n t r y t o b a c k h i m i n t h e f o r t h c o mi n g 

e l e c t i o n . T he d i s c u s s i o n c o u l d be s ummar i ed as f o l l o ws : 

t he news c o mi ng f r o m t he U n i t e d S t a t e s and J a p a n a r e d i a -

me t r i c a l l y c o n t r a d i c t o r y . One c o u n t r y i s c l a i mi n g a c o mp l et e 

v i c g i i >y / wh i l e t he o t h e r  i s a l s o c l a i mi n g t he .s ame. Bo t h c o u n t r y 

c a n ' t  r n f̂ e be t r u e . I n t he U n i t e d S t a t e s t he p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l ec -

t i o n i s o n l y t en day s o f f . I t  s eems t hat  A mer i c a r us h ed t h i s 

P h i l i p p i n e s i n v a s i o n t o t i me wi t h t he e l e c t i o n . I t  i s ev i d en t  

t hat  t he U n i t e d S t a t e s has not  s u c c eeded wi t h t he P a l au i n v a s i o n . 

T he A me r i c a n c l a i ms d u r i n g t he p eak o f  t he p a l a u c amp a i n s wer e 

e x a g g e r a t e d . I f  s he was s u c c e s s f u l  a s s he c l a i me d , s he s ho u l d 

hav e t he who l e i s l a n d s by t h i s t i me . As i n t he c as e o f  t he P a l au 

i n v a i o n s , Amer i c a c anno t  a f f o r d t o admi t  a n y l o s s r i g h t  now i n 

r egar d t o t h i s new v e n t u r e . I f  s he d i d , t he p r es en t  a d mi n i s t r a t i o n 

w i l l  l o s e t he e l e c t i o n . She must  h i d e e v e r y t h i n g a d v e r s e . J a p a n , 

a c e r t a i n amount  o f  l o s s es 

on t he o t h e r  h a n d , has no c aus e t o h i de  ̂ o r  t o e x a g g e r a t e h er  

v i c t o r i e s r i g h t  n o w. The A mer i c a n f o r c e s a r e now wi t h i n t he 

r ange o f  J a p a n e s e l and- bas ed p l a n e s . B e s i d e s , J a p a n had b een 

p r epar ed, t o c h a l l e n g e A mer i c a at  t he P h i l i p p i n e s . The J a p a n e s e 

c l a i ms s eem t o hav e mor e c r e d u l i t y . 

-  - ;hC"SH .- �?<- *>:-

An I s s e i  (a b a c h e l o r , f o r me r l y o wner  o f  a f r u i t  s t and i n 
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Los A n g e l e s ) had r ea c t ed «t hus : 

" I t  i s t he same ol d s t o r y . The U n i t e d S t a t e s c l a i ms a r e 

not  r e l i a b l e . T hey a r e f u l l  o f  l i e s , when J a p a n a n n o u n c es h er  

r  

c l a i ms u n der  t he name o f  t he I mp e r i a l  He a d q u a t e r s , she c anno t  l i e , 

b ec a u s e t h ey a r e g i v e n wi t h f u l l  a c k n o wl edgemen t  o f  t he E mp e r o r . 

I f  an y f a l s e h o o d wer e g i v e n , t h e ^ f  i c i a I s i n c h a r ge w i l l  be i n 

an awf  u 1 t r o u b l e . The Km pi r or  c anno t  l i e . 7 ' ( T h i s s en t i men t  i s 

v er y common among t he I s s e i . ) 

A n o t h e r  I s s e i  (a s e g r e g a n t  due t o go t o Tu l e L a k e ) : 

' J ap an i s c e l e b r a t i n g t he w i o t o r i e s . The Go v er nment  l i f t e d 

t he r a t i o n i n g l aw on Sak e . T hat  s ho ws t h a t  J a p a n wo n . A mer i c a 

has b een ¡.j f i ng f r o m t he b e g i n n i n g o f  t h i s wa r . J a p a n a l wa y s 

ad mi t t ed when s he l o s t . " 

N i s e i  as a who l e s eem t o b e l i e v e t h o s e news g i v e n by t he 

A mer i c a n c o mmu n i q u es , and t o d i s c r e d i t  t he J a p a n e s e news wh i c h 

t h ey o v e r h ea r  f r o m t h e i r  p a r e n t s . But  i t  mus t  be no t ed t h at  

t h ey do no t  e x p r e s s t h e i r  o p i n i o n s on t he war  a r t i c u l a t e l y at  

p r e s e n t . 

At  p r es en t  t h e r e i s at  ¿ eas t  one r e g u l a r  'hang ot f t 7 f o r  

t he I s s e i  ar m c h a i r  g e n e r a l s ' i n ev e r y b l o c k t o d i s c u s s t he 

news c a r r i e d i n t he l i f et el e mi meo gr aphed p ap er s ( t h e p ap er s p r i n t ed 

by some unk no wn p er s o n s e c r e t l y . T he R a d i o T o k y o b r o a d c a s t s i n 

J a p a n e s e a r e p r i n t e d v e r b a t i m. ) . T h e i r  d i s c u s s i o n s h av e bec ome 

l i v e l y o f  l a t e . 
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The o v er s ea b r o a d c a s t  ent hus i as t s t o o k t he s ummar y r ep o r t  

o f  t he ' 'F or mosa A i r  B a t t l e ' ' muc h mor e s o b e r l y and c a l ml y . I t  

i s s uppo s ed t o hav e come f r o m Had i o T o k y o . I t  s eems t h a t  t h e s e 

p eo p l e b e l i e v e t he P h i l i p p i n e i n v a s i o n . The news was f l a s h e d 

by t he J a p a n e s e s t a t i o n f i r s t  and J a p a n ac k n o wl edged t h e i n v a s i o n . 

T he news no do ubt  had a c o u n t e r a c t i n g e f f e c t  on t he . j ub i l ant  

a t t i t u d e o f  t h e s e p e o p l e . T he c e l e b r a t i n g s p i r i t  o f  t h e s e 

n a t i o n a l i s t i c I s s e i  has b e e n wan i n g wi t h t he i n c r e a s i n g c o n v i c -

t i o n o f  t he A me r i c a n s u c c e s s at  L e y t e . The I s s e i  as a wh o l e 

a r e , h o we v e r , e x p e c t i n g t h at  J a p a n mi ght  s u c c e s s f u l l y r e p u l s e 

t he A me r i c a n a t t emp t s t o e n l a r g e h e r  h o l d i n g s i n t he P h i l i p p i n e s . 

The s ummar y g i v e n by R a d i o T o k y o , i t  was t o l d , c o n t a i n ed t h e 

f o l l o wi n g r e s u l t s : S u n k - -  11 a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r s , 2 b a t t l e s h i p s , 

3 c r u i s e r s , and 1 d e s t r o y e r ; damaged - -  8 a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r s , 

9 b a t t l e s h i p s , 4 c r u i s e r s , 14 o t h e r  wa r s h i p s . T h e s e a r e g e n e r a l l y 

b e l i e v e d by t he I s s e i  a s t r u e . 

T he a n x i e t y f o r  t he c l o s i n g o f  c e n t e r s , t o o , has b e e n 

wa n i n g . M. Ok amo t o c o n t r i b u t e d a s e r i e s o f  a r t i c l e s / t o t he J ap -

an es e s e c t i o n o f  t he P o s t o n C h r o n i c l e on t h i s s u b j e c t . He ar -

gued t h at  he c o u l d not  s ee a g e n e r a l  l i f t i n g o f  t he Ar my ex-

c l u s i o n o r d e r s i n t h e n ear  f u t u r e . I t  wo u l d . b e a I on-  t i me 

b e f o r e t he I s s e i  c o u l d be a l l o wed t o r e t u r n t o C a l i f o r n i a by t he 

A r my . T h e r e f o r e , t he WRA c o u l d not  c l o s e t h e s e c e n t e r s b e f o r e 

t he war  i s o v e r . He b e l i e v e d t h a t  t h es e t a l k s by t he WRA o f -

f i c i a l s a s e t o a c c e l e r a t e r e l o c a t i o n , wh i c h has not  b e e n s u c c es s -

f u l  and has not  come up t o t h e e x p e c t a t i o n o f  t he "i RA. The WRA 

wo ul d d e v i s e a n y met hod i n o r der  t o i n d u c e t h e s e p eo p l e t o move 

out  o f  t he c e n t e r s , he s t a t ed i n t he a r t i c l e . 

Ok amo t o 1 s ar gument , i s a r e f l e c t i o n o f  g e n e r a l  b e l i e f s hel d 
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by a ma j o r i t y o f  I s a e i , who b e l i e v e t h e y c anno t  r e l o c a t e or  who 

a c t u a l l y c anno t  r e l o c a t e . T h ey a r e r e g a i n i n g c o mp l ac en c y bas ed 

on w i s h f u l  t h i n k i n g . A l t h o u g h a mo j o r i t y o f  N i s e i  b e l i e v e t hat  

t he I RA woul d c l o s e t h e s e c e n t e r s , but  t h e i r  o p i n i o n s eem t o 

hav e l es s we i gh t  i n f o r mi n g p u b l i c o p i n i o n her e t h an b e f o r e . 

I t  must  be r emember ed t h a t  most  o f  t he r e l o c a t a b l e N i s e i  hav e 

gone out  o f  P o s t o n , and t h o s e r e ma i n i n g N i s e i  a r e d e p e n d i n g on 

t h e i r  p a r en t s f o r  t h e i r  f u t u r e i n muc h g r e a t e r  d e g r e e s T hat  i s 

t o s a y , a g r e a t e r  d e p e n d e n c y o f nisei a t  P o s t o n at  p r es en t  u p o n 

t h e i r  p a r en t s i n p l a n n i n g t h e i r  f u t u r e has b e e n n o t i c e a b l e f o r  

s o met i me . 
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Q) <i  i  ĉ  wi t e&t  

L a t e r  i n t he e v e n i n g , a l mo s t  e v e r y s t a t i o n on r a d i o s t o pped 

i t s r e g u l a r  b r - d̂ c a s t  and r ep o r t ed t h at  A me r i c a n f o r c e ĥ a d 

i nv aded t he P h i l i p p i n e s . Mo s t  o f  t he I s s e i , who had b e e n . j ub i l ant  

wi t h t he ' ' J apanes e v i c t o r i e s wer e s t unned . T h ey t o o k an at -

t i t u d e , 'What  i s t h i s n o w? " Of  c o u r s e , t h e r e wer e many who r e-

f u s ed t o b e l i e v e t he news as u s u a l . And t h e r e was an u s u a l  c on-

t i n g e n t , wh i c h c l a i med t h at  j a p a n had s t r a t e g i c a l l y d r awn t he 

A me r i c a n t r o o p s n ea r  t o a t r a p , i n g e n e r a l , t he I s s e i  wer e 

s u r p r i s e d o f  t he s udden t u r n o f  n e ws . 
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The over sea br oadcast ent husi ast s now have mor e'f ant ast i c 

st or i es to t e l l . They r épor t ed that the J apanese Navy and ai r 

f or ces ar e pur sui ng and dest r oyi ng two bat t l eshi ps , ni ne ai r c r af t 

'C 

c ar r i er s , t hr ee c r ui ser s , and f i f t y dest r oyer s, t he more the 

st or y i s f ant aat i c , the more j ubi l ant ar e the peopl e. 
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The o v er s ea s h o r t - w ve feat husi sst s hav e had r-  "f  ' Or  d ̂  y 

s i n c e y e s t e r d a y . T h ey hav e been . j ub i l an t  ^i t h J a p a n e s e 7 v i c -

b<C.<f> r TLpOr /q/J  

t o r i e s " o f f  F o r mo s a , wh i c h had s u p p o s e d l y oomo o v er  t he s ho r t -

wav e r a d i o . T h e s e p o e p l e , who had b e e n do wn c ŝ t  an £ had had 

n o t h i n g t o be . j ub i l ant  a b o u t , hav e had s o met h i n g t o get  e x c i t e d 

abo u t  f o r  t he f i r s t  t i me i n r ec en t  s e v e r a l  mo n t h s . T h e y a r e 

t a l k i n g abo ut  t he news a l l  o v er  t he c amp ; g r o up s o f  t wo and t h r ee 

I s s ei f e a r e s een wh i s p e r i n g among t h e ms e l v e s , and i t  i s t oo ob-

v i o u s t hat  t hey a r e d i s c u s s i n g t he n e ws . I n some q u a r t e r s , i t  

was r e p o r t e d , p eo p l e d r a n k t o as t  i n c e l e b r a t i o n o f  t he ' V i c t o r y ' 1 . 

The v ha ve f  o.r get - t en t  h e V̂ o r r i e s o f  t  he r ec en t  day s r egar d i ng t  he 

i mmi nent  c l o s i n g o f  c e n t e r s ; a t  l eas t  on t he s u r f a c e , t he s u b j e c t  

has c o mp l e t e l y been f o r g o t t e n s i n c e y e s t e r d a y . 

T he c o n t en t  o f  t he b r o a d c a s t , a s i t  was r e p o r t e d , was as 

f  o H o w s : 

T he A me r i c a n T h i r d F l ee t  hav e been n e a r  F o r mo s a . I t s a i r  

ar m a t t a c k ed F o r mos a f o r  t he l as t  t wo d a y s . T he J a p a n e s e l and 

bas ed p l a n es hav e c o u n t e r - a t t ac k ed f i e r c e l y . T he r e s u l t  o<£ t h i s 

c o u n t e r - a t t a c k  ̂ been p h en o men a l . The J a p a n e s e p l a n es s u n k 

at  l eas t  t h t r t y - s i x A mer i c a n wa r s h i p s , i n c l u d i n g s ev en t een a i r -

c r a f t  c a r r i e r s and t wo c r u i s e r s . Now t he Co mbi ned F l e e t  o f  t he / 

J  p anes e Nevy. hav e been o r der ed t o p u r s ue t he r e e i n g A mer i c a n 

Thi r cf i  F l e e t . The J a p a n e s e K av y came out  f r o m t he h i de- o ut  f o r  

a l ong awa i t ed b a t t l e and i s i n p u r s u i t  of j t he d i s o r g a n i z e d Amer -

c an f  l e e t . 



/̂ r j h - t Ĉ r  t * 
r  ^^i i m i i ^f : 

A c onver sat i on bet ween two shor t - wave br oadcast ? f ans ( I s s e i ) 

i s her ewi t h r ec or ded: 

A: ''I s t her e anyt hi ng t oday ? " 



SEPTEMBER 18 � (7) 

B: ''Ther e i s not hi ng t oday . They sai d t hat r ec ept i on was 

bad and t hey coul d not get any t hi ng. But I have hear d some 

demaV t  

A. "Let me hear t hose dema ( f a l s e , gr oundl ess r umor s ) . I 

don' t car e i f t hey ar e dema .Tt 

Thi s i s a r ef l ec t i on among the mor e r abi d nat i onal i s t i c I s s ei 

of t hei r des i r e to hear somet hi ng pl eas ant , even t hough f a l s e , 

r egar di ng t he J apanese war ef f o r t s . I t i s a r esul t of t hei r di r e 

t hi r st f or good news. 



m m m m 

A gener al  i mpr essi on gai ned f r om obser vat i on of t he I s sei 

i s t hat t hey ar e expec t i ng an i nvasi on of t he Phi l i ppi ne I s l ands 

by t he Amer i can f or c es i n t he near f ut ur e. They ar e get t i ng 

more used to new r ev er s es , al t hough t hey ar e s t i l l  hopi ng t hat 

j apan mi ght ef f ec t i v el y madfce a new come bac k . Wi t h some of t hem, 

t he hope i s more f anat i c a l ; t hey ar e def i n i t e l y c er t ai n t hat 

j apan woul d make a phenomenal  c ount er at t ac k  ̂ agai nst t he advanc i ng 

Amer i can f o r c es , and t he compl et e anahi l at i on of t he Amer i can 

f or c es at t hat t i me woul d end t he war i n f avor of J apan. 

Gl oom, however , was not i c eabl e among t hem i n hear i ng t he 

pur por t edl y over sea br oadcast of l ast ni ght t hat about one 

t housand Amer i can pl anes r ai ded J apan' s mai nl and. 

I n t hi s c onnec t i on i t cannot be over l ooked t hat t hey ar e 

not cont empt uous of Amer i ca or of t he Amer i can armed st r engt h as 

t hey wer e i n the pas t . Many of t he I s s ei  seem to be r esi gned 

t o t he i dea of r emai ni ng i n t hi s count r y af t er the war , as t he 

t r end i s r emar kabl y not i c eabl e i n t he comments i n t he ver nac ul ar 

newspaper s . I sel dom hear nowadays f r om t hem t hat t hey des i r e 

t o es t abl i s h t hei r mi che i n t he Sout h Sea or some ot her pl ac e. 



Ther e i s a pauc i t y of "pl easant "over sea br oadcast s nowadays. 

The I ssei  seem to be i r r i t at ed and di s t ur bed. They ask each 

ot her whenever t hey meet , '*Did you hear any good news?'1 ( " I i  

hanashi ga ar i masu tea.?) 
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Fr ench came to see me t hi s mor ni ng and wanted to know how 

the peopl e her e ar e t aki ng the bombi ngs of J apan. He sai d t hat 

Duncan Mi l l s was qui t e anxi ous to know about i t . I r epl i ed that 

t hey ar e get t i ng a l i t t l e uneasy about i t . T hey , however , r egar d 

the bombi ngs somewhat i n terms of the Tokyo bombi ng by ô l i t t i e, 

and cannot see i t as a f or er unner of more i nt ensi ve bombi ngs. 



AUGUST 23 � ( 1) 
' - /- ¿XL /̂ cr/1 

The r es i dent s seem t o be uneasy about t he t ur n of t he war . ' 
A 

They ar e ask i ng one anot her suc h quest i ons as ; 

"You t hi nk J apan wi l l  be a l l  r i ght ? ' ' 

"Do you t hpk J apan wi l l  be abl e t o c kec k t he advance of 

t he Amer i can f or c es? ' 1 

''What do you t hi nk i s happeni ng t o t he ar my and t he navy of 

j apan? ' ' 

To t hese quest i ons and t hei r l i kes n̂o one can gi ve compet ent 

ans wer s . They can say onl y to t he ex t ent , "I hope t hi ngs wi l l  

t ur n out bet t er soon. , f 

I t i s ev i dent l y seen t hat t her e i s a mar ked i nc r ease of 

unr est and emeasi ness as t o the f ut ur e of J apan. As thefeveni j s 
L/* J ot sAf t t /¿y 

wi l l  move agai nst J apan i n t he p a c i f i c , t hi s t ens i on wi 11 . i nc r eas e. 



"�3 
u s t  n 

Thi s * a a a ver y qui et «eek . Ver y M t U fei . i nc i dent s 
/'n 

occur r ed . Even t he "over sea di s c us s i on gr oups* a r e ^o ns pi c uo us 

l at el y ; t hey di ssappear shor t l y af t er t he par t i c i pant s meSt af t er 

each supper . I t | i s an i ndi c at i on t hat t he r ecent over sea br oad-

c ast s ar e not f avor abl e to t hem. 



' 7 wcl t  

An I s s ei of t he commoner t ype sai d t hat he i s expec t i ng 

more r ever ses f or J apan i n t he near f ut ur e. He had bel i eved t hat 

j apan was i nv i nc i bl e , but r eal i zed now t hat i t was not qui t e s o . 

He f ur t her went on to s ay , "i n t he same pr opor t i on we J apanese i n 

Amer i ca woul d s uf f er . When J apan weakens , t he Amer i cans woul d t r eat 

i n t he wor se manner her e. (Ev i dent l y he meant t hat t he Con-

gr ess woul d demand t o l ower the st andar ds/of t r eat ment of t he 

evacuees i n the r el oc at i on c ent er s , f or one t hi ng. I n anot her 

sense he al so meant t hat t he Amer i can publ i c woul d not pay r es-

pect to the J apanese her e as i n t he pr esent da y s . ) I am sur e 

t he WRA woul d r educe t he f ood s t uf f s suppl i ed t o t hese c ent er s . 

We woul d be f or ced to eat r ot t en t hi ngs , but we woul d not have 

much say . Amer i ca woul d not-  car e what woul d happen to t hese 

J apanes e. She has been t r eat i ng us wel l  so f a r , bec ause t her e was  ̂/j r  

a chance of bei ng def eat ed and af r ai d of r et a l i a t i o n . Now 

when she i S sur e of v i c t o r y , she woul d not. pay so much at t ent i on 

to us as Be f o r e . " 

"When J apan i s c ompl et el y def eat ed, we shoul d expect the wor s t . 

They can do anyt hi ng t hey want . We woul d not have the st r ong 

j apan any more t o r el y on; J apanfcan no l onger pr ot ect us as bef o r e. 

The WRA, t hen, mi ght c l ose t hese c ent er s And t e l l  us to move out 



AUGUST 17 � ( 2 ) 

of her e wi t hout any as s i s t anc e . " 

Thi s r easoni ng i s an usual  one. I t seems t hat t hi s I s s ei 

has conf used two f ear s t oget her v i z . t he f ear of t he l i qui dat i on 

of t he WRA and t he f ear of t he def eat of J apan. Thi s i s t he f i r s t 
vc 

t i me t hat I ĉf l me ac r oss t hi s sor t of ar gument . 

Ther e seems t o be no c hi ef t opi c of c onver sat i on among t he 

r es i dent s her e. The I s s ei  ar e not so i nt er est ed i n t he war news 

as bef o r e. Even t he i mmi nent c o l l apse of Ber many i s not an ex-

c 

c i t i ng news t o t hem. I can obearserve no v i s i bl e r eact i ons to t he 

s i t uat i on i n Eur ope. 

Among the Ni s ei t he dr af t quest i on has l ost i t s i nt ens i t y . 

Ther e i s no obser vabl e agi t at i on f or evasi on of t he dr af t c a l l s . 
* 

No pr oj ec t i ssue i s at t r ac t i ng the at t ent i on of t he r es i dent s . 

The ggi at t i on agai ns t Har per has subsi ded wi t h t he r umor t hat he 

woul d soon l eave her e f or Tul e Lake. A mor e common r eac t i on t o 

Har per ' s t r ans f er i s t hat he woul d meet mor e t r oubl es i n Tul e 

Lake as i t s r es i dent s ar e t ougher and bel l i ger ent . 



An I ssei (wi t h an el ement ar y school  educat i on and wi t h an 

or di nar y i nt el l i genc e) t ol d me t hus: 

Unt i l  r ec ent l y I t hought J apan coul d i nvade the Uni t ed St at ed. 

I t hought J apan at l east coul d at t ac k Hawai i  and t ake the possessi on 

of the i s l ands . But I r eal i ze t hat I had not had enough mi l i t ar y 

knowl edge to see t hat was i mpossi bl e f or J apan. Now I am af r ai d 

t hat the Uni t ed St at ed woul d suc c essf ul l y i nvade the Phi l i ppi nes 

and t ake them away f r om J apan 
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«3 a pan was much more f or t unat e t han we had expec t ed. She conquer ed 

more t er r i t o r i es t han we had ever dr eamt o f . By t hi s suc c ess 1 

l ost my per s pec t i v e. 

J apan wi l l  have a t ough t i me f r om now on. She mi ght l ose 

t he war . I hat e to see i t , but i t c an' t be hel ped. When she 

l oses , i t wi l l  be t he end f or us t oo* 

Ther e ar e a l ot of peopl e who s t i l l  t hi nk J apan i s i nv i nc i bl e. 

They cannot under st and why J apan does not t ake t he o f f ens i v e. I 

f ee l  sor r y f or t hese peopl e. I know at l east two i ndi v i dual s who 

d i d no t  eat  we l l  f o r  t wo o r  t h r ee d ay s when t hey ĥear d t hat  SS i p an 

f e l l e s . I  wo nder  what  woul d happen t o t h es e peo p l e when 

J a p a n i s a c u t a l l y d e f e a t e d . We mi ght  hav e many i n s ane peo p l e 

I was pl anni ng to r et ur n to J a?>an i n 1941. But, I don' t know 

what I wi l l  do af t er t he war . I c er t ai nl y know t hat I am too ol d 

to begi n a l l  over i n t hi s c ount r y . I have enough s av i ngs ; so I 

and my wi f e mi ght go bac k to J apan t o spend the r est of our l i v es . 

My c hi l dr en ar e ol d enough to know what t hey shoul d do . I f t hey 

dec i de to r emai n i n t hi s c ount r y , i t ' s a l l  r i ght wi t h me. 

What I am r eal l y hopi ng f or i s f or the chance t hat t he Uni t ed 

St at es get s wear y of the war and dec i des to qu i t . The Amer i can 

peopl e mi ght get t i r ed of t he aar af t er Ger many i s knocked out . 

That i s our odl y hope. 

/ W 

f r om despondenc y 
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Some mor e i nt el l i gent I s s ei  sur r ept uous l y ibold me t hat he 

expect ed t hat t he Amer i c an f or c es woul d soon i nvade For mosa bef or e 

t hey woul d make any at t empt t owar d t he Ph i l i pp i nes . 

Anot her I s s ei  of t he same gr oup bel i eved t hat J apan woul d 

sue f or peace when t he i nner def ense of J apan gr umbl ed. He sai d 

t hat the common be l i e f t hat J apan worald f i ght t o t he l ast man was J u s / " 

a myt h. 

I n spi t e of t hese pol ar expr es s i ons , t he i nt er pr et at i ons 

f or t he f a l l  of Sai pan 

most commonl y advanc ed b̂y t he I s s ei  coul d be put i nt o t he f o l l owi ng 

t hr ee c at egor i es : 

1. I t was i nev i t abl e. J apan coul d not dfefend t housands of 

i s l ands i n t he Pac i f i c equal l y e f f ec t i v e . Thi s gr oup emphasi zed 

t he f ac t t hat Amer i ca onl y occupi ed a smal l  number of i s l ands i n 

t he Pa c i f i c , whi l e J apan occupi ed a much l ar ger number of L̂sl ands 

y et . 

2. I t i s a s t r at egi c r et r eat . I t i s a means to l ur e t he 

Amer i can navy i nt o a t r ap soon. 

3. . The r epor t i s £ a l s e. x t i s a pr opaganda of t he Uni t ed 

St at es . 
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A r umo r  cur r ent -  u n t i l  a f ew d a y s ago was t h at  t he J a p a n e s e 

a i r c r a f t , s s a n k at  l eas t  s e v e n t y - f i v e o f  one hundr ed i n v a d i n g 

t r a n s p o r t s at  Guam. Now t he f a c t  t h a t  t he A me r i c a n f o r c e s had 

s u c c e s s f u l l y i nv aded t he i s l a n c â s e s t a b l i s h e d t h r o ugh t he V l er i c an 

newp ap er s ( a l t h o u g h many o f  t hem* do no t  b e l i e v e t h i s n ews ) t he 

r umo r  l o s t  i t s i n t e r e s t . 

her e a r e snaot her  r u mo r s . One s t a t ed t h a t  * r . "r es t  ir- : Re-

t u r n i n g f r o m Gi l a t o t ak e t he o f  I r . P r es s ; ia n , w ho r oi  I d 

be t r a n s f e r r e d t o some o t h e r  c e n t e r  b e c a u s e o f  t he e v a c u e e s ' r e s e n t -

e n t . A n o t h e r  r umo r  s t a t ed t hat , t h e A d mi n i s t r a t i o n i s g e t t i n g 

r e a d y t o t r a n s f e r  C h a r l e s Ha r p e r  , c h i e f  o f  I n t e r n a l  S e c u r i t y , e l s e -

wh e r e . T h i s i s t he r e a s o n , t he r ur nor  has i t , that -  t he A d mi n i s t r a t i o n 

i s s t a l l i n g i n g i v i n g a n a n s wer  t o t h e r ec o mmen d a t i o n o f  t he L abo r  

R e l a t i o n s Bo ar d i n t he c as e o f  t h e f o u r  p o l i c e me n . I n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n 

a s t o r y i s c u r r e n t l y t o l d t h at  Ha r p e r  was t r a n s f e r r ed ' f r o m Gi l a 

l as t  y ea r  b e c a u s e o f  h i s q u i c k t e mp e r . 



T he o v er s ea br oadcast -  "bu gs r ep o r t ed t hat  Amer i c an f o r c es 

wi r d 

; i c h at . t e : pt ed an i n v a s i o n o f  T i n i a n -̂ s r epu I s eel  i t  "1 h e a v j  

l o s s es b; t he J a p a n e s e g a r r i s o n . To t hem t h i s s ee is t o be a 

c o n s o l a t o r y news amon{: o t h er  a d v e r s e news i t e i s . 



T he g r o u p s , wh i c h c o n c r e t e at  one p l ac e o r  a n o t h e r  a f t e r  s u p p e r s , 

t o d i s c u s s t he war  news and t he s h o r t  - wave news hav e d i s a p p e a r e d 

:: es t  l y a f t e r  t he f a l l  o f  S a i p a n . T h e s e d i s c u s s i o n a s s e mb l a g e s o f  

I t  ¿J  

I s s e i f̂ l o u r i s h e d u p t o t he t i me o f  t he f a l l . To t h es e a s s e mb l a g e s 

some I s s e i  who by p r e - a r r angement  wer e i n s t r u c t e d t o get  i n t o u c h 

w i t h t he s o u r c e o f  t he s ho r t - wav e news d e l i v e r e d t he c o p i e s , 

wh i c h p u r p o r t e d l y c o n t a i n ed t he o v er s ea news b r o a d c a s t  f o r  t he 

d a y . i l ow b e c a u s e o f  t he r e v e r s e s t he c o p i e s b r o u g h t  b\  t h es e 

I s s e i  go - bet weens a r e not  p o p u l a r  at  p r e s e n t . 
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T he news o f  t he f a l l  o f  S a i p a n and t he c h an ge o f  t he J a p a n e s e 

c a b i n e t  s ho c k ed a g r e a t e r  p r o p o r t i o n o f  t he I s s e i  h e r e . T h e y a r e 

v e r y g l o o my . T h e y a r e l o o k i n g f o r war d t o go & mor e p l ea s a n t  news 

v i a s ho r t  wav e b r o a d c a s t s . 

Some o f  t he mor e i n t e l l i g e n t  i s s e i  s u r r e p t u o u s l y comment ed 

t hat  t h e y had b een a f r a i d o f  t h i s t o happen £ o r  a l o ng t i me . T h ey 

c o u l d s ee f r o m t h e news i n t he pas t  t h a t  J a p a n l ac k ed i n t he number  

o f  s h i p  ̂ and a i r p l a n e ^. T h ey b e l i e v e d wo r s e news wer e y et  t o come 

f o r  t h em. 

Some o t h e r  I s s e i  t o o k i t  a l i t t l e mo r e p̂ t  i mi s t  i c a l l y . T h ey 

s a i d t hat  A me r i c a n a d v a n c e s i n t he P a c i f i c f r o m now on wo u l d be 

v e r y d i f f i c u l t . S a i p a n a l o n e was no t  a f a t a l  l o s s t o J a p a n . Aj r  

t o t he c hange o f  t he c a b i n e t , t h e y , h o we v e r , ad mi t t ed t hat  i t  was 

*f  
j a p a n ' s a d mi s s i o n o f  d e f e a t  at  S a i p a n and o t h e r  r e c e n t  r e v e r s e s . 

A 

B u t , t h ey s a i d , as cus t omdr f cy wi t hj t he J a p a n e s e p o l i t i c s T o 30 per -

s o n a l l y t o o k t he b l ame t o h i ms e l f  and r e s i g n e d b e c a u s e "he was not  

wo r t h y o f  t he c o n f i d e n c e v es t ed i n h i m by t he E mp e r o r . T h ey 

r e ô n ed t h at  t he new c a b i n e t  wo u l d be mor e v i g o r o u s and a g g r e s s i v e . 

T h ey s t i l l  hav e a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  hope f o r  J a p a n i n t he f u t u r e . P ar t  

o f  t h i s g r o u p b e l i e v e d t h at  t he ma i n l an d o f  J a p a n wo ul d n ev e r  be 

i n v a d e d , wh i l e a n o t h e r  p o r t i o n b e l i e v e d t h at  J a p a n wo ul d make i t s 

l as t  d i &t c h s t and i n C h i n a . 
O 

T h e r e a r e mor e ex t r eme I s s e i  who a r e r e f u s i n g t o b e l i e v e 

t hat  Sa i p a n had f a l l e n . T h e y a l s o f a i l  t o s ee an y s i g n i f i c a n c e i n 

t h e c a b i n e t  c h a n g e . 

T h e r e a r e ^^/ L f  not , en o u gh c omment s among t he N i s e i . Wi t h 

some t he r e a c t i o n t o t he news was abo u t  same as t h a t  o f  t he Amer i -

c an n ews p ap er s t h at  i s , J a p a n i s do o med , and h er  day s a r e n u mb e r e d . 

Ot h e r  N i s e i  a r e a v o i d i n g an y comment  up o n t he ma t t e r , p r o b a b l y i n-
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t en t  i o n a l l y . 

?,7 

�Q&e mor e c o n s e r v a t i v e I s s e i  c o mmen t ed , " I  b e l i e v e t he d e f e n s e 

s et - up o f  t ho s e P a c i f i c i s l a n d s i s o u t d a t e d . I  d o n ' t  t h i n k J a p a n 

had t i me t o do muc h abo u t  s t r e n g t h e n i n g t he d e f e n s e a f t e r  t he war  

had b e g u n . I t  i s e a s i l y s een t h at  J a p . n c o u l d no t  d e f en d A mer i c a n 

o n s l a u g h t  wi t h h i g h l y mec h an i z ed mo der n weap o n s by her  o u t da t ed 

d e f e n s e p r e p a r a t i o n s . 

A n o t h e r  I s s e i  c o mment ed , ' T h a t ' s t hej t r o ubl e wi t h t h es e i s l a n d s . 

T h e y d o n ' t  hav e t he ma n e u v e r a b i l i t y l i k e a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r s . But  

as t he s u p p l y l i n e o f  t he U . S . Nav y l e n g t h e n s , A mer i c a n s t r e n g t h 

wo u l d be d e c r e a s e d . T he d i s t a n c e i s a f o r mi d a b l e enemy . 

A n o t h e r  i s s e i  s a i d , "T h i s i s * p r o p adan da t o l u l l  t he enemy (U. s . 

#: ¥ ' wvr w 

One K i b e i  was wo r r i ed abo u t  >the t u r n o f  t he war  t i d e , but  pr e-

s e n t l y he r a t i o n a l i z e d , "Y ou c a n ' t  s ay J a p a n i s we a k y e t . S h e ' s 

go t  p l en t y l e f t  y e t . L o o k at  Rabau 1 o r  New Gu i n e a . A me r i c a n s wer e 

p o u n d i n g t h o s e p i c e s f o r  mor e t h an a y e a r . S t i l l  t hey c a n ' t  t ak e 
A 

t h e m. " 
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A l t h o u g h a f ew r a b i d o nes r e f u s e t o b e l i e v e i t , mos t  o f  t he 

I s s e i  b e l i e v e t h at  Sa ¿ p a n f e l l  i n t o t he A me r i c a n h a n d . T h e y hav e 

been s p e c u l a t i n g t hat  J a p a n wo u l d r e s i s t  t he A mer i c a n i n v a s i o n 

b a s i n g t h e i r  a r gu men t s on t he o v e r s e a b r o a d c a s t s , bu t  now t h e y 

a r e a d i s a p p o i n t e d . l o t . 
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A l a r ge number  o f  I s s e i  hav e been j u b i l a n t  f o r  abo ut  a we e k 

abo ut  a l l e g e d news f r o m R a d i o T o k y o . I n t he *?ar l y s t age t he r umc 

wer e c o n s e r v a t i v e . I  hear d t h e r umo r s wh i c h mi gh t  be s ummar i zed 

as f o l l o ws i n g e n e r a l  s u b s t a n c e : 

'�Amer i c an f o r c e s f a i l e d t o p e n e t r a t e on S a i p a n a f t e r  t hey 

had f a i l e d t o l and t w i c e . " 

!f One b a t t l e s h i p , 3 § , 0 0 0 t o n s , and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  wa r s h i p s 

wer e s u n k o f f  t he M a r i a n a s . * 

''A huge b a t t l e i s g o i n g on and J a p a n has an u p p er  h a n d . 7 

� L a t e l y t he r umo r s bec ame mor e f a n t a s t i c . 

?A new J a p a n e s e f o r c e s l anded b eh i n d t he A mer i c an f o r c e s 

wh i c h had s u c c eed ed i n l a n d i n g at  t h e i r  t h i r d a t t e mp t . 0w t he 

A mer i c a n f o r c e s a r e s an dwi c h ed b e t ween t wo J a p a n e s e f o r c e s and 

a r e b e i n g anna h i  l a t e d . ' 

"T wel v e bat  t  l e s h i p s , n i n e t  een a r i c r a f t  c a r r i e r s , and f o r t y -

' t h r ee c r u i s e r s and d e s t r o y e r s wer e s u n k by J a p a n e s e nav y i n t he 

wa t e r  b e t ween t he a r i a n a s and t he P h i l i p p i n e s . n 

T h es e r umo r s hav e been s p r ead w i t h muc h i n d i v i d u a l  c o l o r i n g s 

o f  t he 't own cr i er s T h e s e p eo p l e s eemed t o hav e t ak en a s udden 

l eas e on l i f e w i t h t h es e news o f  ' v i c t o r i e s ' ' . ]  any o f  t hem 

hav e been t u r n i n g i n t o ar m c h a i r  s t r a t e g i s t s , d i s c u s s i n g A t h es e 

b a t t l e s w i t h t h e i r  own c o n c e p t i o n o f  how t h ey wo u l d hav e been 

f o u g h t . And t h e s e "ex p er t s 7 a r e f i n d i n g r e a d y a u d i e n c e s at  

v a r i o u s p l a c e s i n c amp . ( T h es e n e ws , r ep o r t ed by t hes e I s s e i , 

wer e v e r i f i e d by t he a r t i c l e s p r i n t e d i n A mer i c a n n ews p ap er s as 

t h o s e b r o a d c a s t  by J a p a n t wo o r  t h r ee day s a f t e r  t hey had been 

c i r c u l a t e d i n c a mp . ) 



Vv 

As t o war  news t h er e i s a c o n f u s i n g l u l l . Abo ut  t wo week s 

ni por i " ,̂«/ 

ago an a l deged s ho r t - wav e n ews t̂ h a t  a 4 , 5 0 0 t on b a t t l e s h i p and 

a s | a$l l  a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r  and a f ew o t her  wa r s h i p s o f  t he Un i t e d 
I f  

S t a t e s Nav y had been c ap t u r ed by J apan , c aus ed a c o n s i d e r a b l e 

amount  o f  e x c i t e me n t , b§et  q u i t e many o f  t ho s e who had hear d t h i s 

a r e t a k i n g i t  w i t h a g r a i n o f  s a l t . 

c z - W' T W 
One I s s e i  r ep o r t ed t hat  many news «naportocl  as f r o m o v er s ea 

cJ t r t éSJ i t  

b r o a d c a s t s i n l e t t e r s f r o m h i s T u l e Lake f r i e n d s o ho o k i n 

g ê n e r a i  s u bs t an c e wi t h t ho s e hear d her- o f r o m h i s f r i e n d s /> <̂l  . 



QLf ĵ - M # m # m # # m m 

I t i s not i c eabl e t hat the i nt er est of peopl e (es pec i al l y 

t he I s s e i ) i n war news have somewhat r ev i ved wi t h t he J apanese 

t 

pene r̂at i on i nt o I ndi a. They have been c onj ec t ur i ng how f ar 

the J apanese ar my woul d advance i nt o t he I nd î i  t er r i t or y t hi s 
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s e a s o n b e f o r e t he mo n s o o n . T h ey hav e p l ac ed a c o n s i d e r a b l e ho pe 

i n t he i n d i c a t i o n r e p o r t e d f r e q u e n t l y t h a t  t he c o n d i t i o n s i n 

I ndf t y a r e no t  o r d e r l y and p e a c e f u l  and t h at  a r e o o l u t i o n mi ght  

be i mmi n en t . T hey hope t h at  s u c h a r e v o l u t i o n be i n i t i a t e d by 

t he p eo p l e o f  I n d i a s o o n ; and t h ey do no t  b e l i e v e t he J a p a n e s e 

ar my w i l l  i mp e n e t r a t e v ey f a r  i n t o t he c o u n t r y . Some o f  t hem, 

h o we v e r , ex p r es s ed t hat  I n d i a w i l l  no t  be r i p e f o r  a \  r e b e l l i o n 

a g a i n s t  t he B r i t i s h u n l e s s t he J a p a n e s e hav e s u c c eeded i n i n-

v a d i n g as f a r  a s C a l c u t t a , 

The p eo p l e a r e s t i l l  mi n i mi z i n g t he A mer i c a n r a i d s i n t o 

t he C a r o l i n e s . T h ey b e l i e v e t h at  t he ¿»l oss o f  t he Un i t e d S t a t e s 

i n s h i p s and p l a n es a r e muc h mor e t han what  t h ey i nfct f  ̂

i n damages i n f l i c t e d on t h e s e i s l a n d s . 



Some p eo p l e a r e t a l k i n g abo u t  t he J a p a n e s e a d v a n c e s t o war d 

I n d i a , but  t h er e i s no t  a s u f f i c i e n t  e n t h u s i a s m c o mp ar ab l e o f  t hat  

d u r i n g t he pas t  y e a r s . 
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1 T h er e has been a c u r r en t  r umo r  t hat  J o s e p h Gr e w, t he f a r mer  

Ambas s ado r  t o J a p a n , f l e w t o Sh i n k i n g t o d i s c u s s p r ep a t o r y nego -

t i a t i o n s f o r  peac e b e t ween t he U n i t e d S t a t e s and J a p a n . 

I  met  a man y e s t e r d a y who s a i d , "I  s t a r t e d t h a t  r umo r  f o r  a 

f u n o f  i t . I  s a i d o r i g i n a l l y t hat  Gr ew f l e w t o t he So u t h Sea s t o 

meet  t he J a p a n e s e e n v o y , bu t  som r e s o mebo dy c hanged t he s t o r y . " 

T her e i s a n o t h e r  p e r s i s t e n t  r umo r  - -  u n d o u b t e d l y P o s t o n made- -

t hat  i ) . y Gr ea t  B r i t a i n was r e a d y t o f o l d u p . , \  

i  I f '} m £ 



t f  / <: 

The f o l l o w i n g n o t i c e was s en t  o ut  t o t he b l o c k s 

P r o j e c t  Memo r andum N o . 6 
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Ma r c h 3 0 , 1944 

MEMO T O; A L L R E S I DE NT S OP P OST ON 

SUB J E CT : Change i n T i me 

I n c o n f o r man c e w i t h t he c hange i n t i me ado p t ed by t he S t a t e 

o f  A r i z o n a , Bo s t o n w i l l  go on Mo u n t a i n "f ar  T i me , e f f e c t i v e mi d-

n i g h t  S a t u r d a y , A p r i l  I , 1944 . 

T h i s means t hat  c l o c k s s h o u l d be moved ahead one hour  as 

o f  t he e f f e c t i v e d a t e . 

Du n c a n M i l l s 

P r o j e c t  Di r e c t o r  



t - t  wi t  i i i  � 

T h e r e ar e some t a l k s among t he r e s i d e n t s abo u t  t he J a p a n e s e 

 ̂  ̂ i n v a s i o n i n t o I n d i a . Some r e p o r t e d t h a t  t he J a p a n e s e ar my had 

ad v an c ed some d i s t a n c e bey o nd I mp h a l . ( T he A mer i c an news hav e 

t he J a p a n e s e ar my some t h i r t y mi l e s b e f o r e i t  c o u l d r e a c h t he 

c i t y . ) 

Some r e s i d e n t s , i n a d d i t i o n , wer e c i t i n g an a r t i c l e i n 

t he i ,os " n g e l e s E x a mi n e r  o f  t o day i n wh i c h i t  was s t a t ed t hat  

Se n a t o r  C h a n d l e r  had s a i d t h at  t he A mer i c a n v i c t o r i e s i n t he P ac i -

f i c c o u l d no t  be r e g a r d e d t oer y s i g n i f i c a n t  din t he f a c e of  t he 

J a p a n e s e s t r e n g t h and t h r ea t  a g a i n s t  I n d i a . T hey t ook: muc h s t o c k 

i n C h a n d l e r ' s s t a t emen t  t hat  i f  J a p a n had been c r u s h ed as t he 

Amer i c an go v er nment  r e p o r t e d r e p e a t e d l y , s he wo ul d not  hav e en o u gh 




