It was noted that more Issei, who had been doubt ing the
claims of the recent days
Japanegedhitherto, have begun to express a greater faith in the
Japanese storis and a more doubt in the American claims. Differ-
ent factossx for this change, however, are attributed by them.

K of the Poston Chronicle (a former vernscular reporter on
:

the Pacific Coast and a graduate of = Japanese collepe) had this

iidn't belleve the Japanese claims off Formosa. I t hought

had
their clains were fantastic. Japan,c laimed that the American

fleet had been wiped out at the thm;ﬁﬁ; battle for Saipan was

at its height. Then whet happened. Sa lpan was taken by the
United States. So I though£ the Japanese claims off Formoss were
another Salpan story. But today I resd in a newspaper that Admi-
ral Marc lfitecher is ba in the United States. What is he doing

in the Undted Stetes if the 58th Task Forece won the battle off

Formose as the American N 1ad claimed? This time, the Japanese

claims are right, I believe. It seems to me that the 58th qu;/

Porce had been completely shattered.”

An Issel, about fifty years of age, moderately well-to-do,

-

an urban evacuee, said this:

T -

‘I was refusing to believe either story. I said to myself

v

that things wauld become clear two or three months from now.
I am c¢éonvinced that
But ncmnaapan was not lying this time. I heard a couple days ago




that new Japanese troops landed at Peleliu. It is a convincing
evidence that Japan hag the control of the air at the Palau; if
she had not, her troops could not have landed there. 1t means
that Japan w = naval battles off formosa and the Philippines.
$f cshe' lost in those gaffements, she would not have the control
of the alr at the Palau.

Another Issei, a former independent farmer in QOrange County,
had this to say:

"Jemspapers had news of American victories splattered all
over the pages for many days. So I doubted the bpoadcast btories

from Japan. I couldn't help it. But the papers today sald that

Japanese bombers went over Saipan and Tinian and damaged Ameri-

ecan warships. Well, that is a clue to the wmhole situation. Japan
is on the offensive now becuase she won the naval battles as she 4as

claimed."”
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The majority of the older people here had another cause to
be jubilant, becuase a story went around that Radio Tokyo had
reported that American naval losses in the past ten days amounted
to three hundred and five naval crafts (including landing boats).
The same sourse also reported that Japan destroyed 1,500 American
planes during the same period.

These people, in dddition, received an information that
Radio Tokyo on Ocotber 29 reported the following American losses
at leyte:

Sunk: Ailrcraft carriers 4; Cruisers 2, Unidentified war-
ships &; landing Boars 4.

The handling of these Japanese claims by the vernacular

(3 4
newspapers (The ﬂ%kyh ohimpo; The Utah HNippo; and The Colorado

Times ) gives impresgsions to the reader that they are reliable.
These papers for the past several issues have treated the Japanese
claims brazenly. (See the papers in the files.) By adroit and
clever usgse of Japenese words, the papers have succeeded (no doubt,
this is intentional on the part of the editors.) in giving the
reader cause to believe in the Japanese reports. As a result,

the people here have inecreased the degree of conflidence in these

claime, and have pegun to believe them without reservation.




BER
The following newe credited to Radio Tokyo are widely cir-
culated among the “Japanesey" evacuees today: (I might not have

remembered correctly.)
The American losses off Formosa for the period, October 24-
25th, are as followms:
October 24th Damaged
Alrcfaft carriers L
Crulsers
Oftober 25th
Aircraft Carriers
Cruisers

Destroyers
Transports

The American losses off the Philippines:

For the period, Uctober 24th - 26th

Aireraft Carriers %) i
Crulsers il 4

The American losses off Leyte for the period, October 24th -

26th;
Sunk Damaged Afire Aground

Transports 2 S 4
Aricraft Carriers 2

Bat tleships & 2
Cruisers 2 3
Destroyers 2
Iand ing Boakrs L 2

12

These people seem to believe #A these news. They passed
the information from one to another and were very jubllant. One
of them, whom I overheard, expressed that the war might end
within a few months in Japanese victory. Another stated that
the Japanese Navy was all might§ and could not be defeated.

One Kibel, about thirty-five years old, stated as follows:

"Japan had to give up the Mershals and Saipan. We said at

a

that time that Japan was drawing the American fieet nearer tqdplace dr

her own choice to crahh them with one blow. Now the time has

arrived, and Japan is living up to her predictions.”
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The evacuees (except the young Nisel) are generally absorbed
in these news of "Japanese victories™. Their reactions are not
varied; they believed the victory news unconditonally, and are
extolling the might of the Japanese “avy. 1In the past few days,
a greater falth in the Japanese claims is noticed among these
people; the contradictory American claims seem to have very
little effect mith them. None of them seem fio question the argu-
ment by many of them that the American claims are for the pur-
pose of getting votes for President Roosevelt and did not have
any veracity.

As true at other times mhen people are keenly interested in
oversea broadcasts, rumors of arrests by the FBI for reason of
possessing short-wave sets are spreading in camp in various form
The following rumors are the most representative ones:

l. The FBI agents have picked up three short-wmave radio
deta 'In Camp IIX.

2. A man mas arrested by the FBI in Camp III for possessing
a ghort-wave radio set.

5« A man (another version said three men) was arrested by
the FBI in Camp II for possessing #Short-wave set (or sets).

4. HMatsubara of the Executive Board (Unit I) was arrested

by the FBI for passing oversea broadcast information.

1%6Fbration partles are being held in many blocks, but now &

little more quietly.
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A proup of Issei of various backgrounds ( some wmere intelli-

gent farmers, some others were fishermen from Terminal Lsland,

and still some others were former merchants in Little Tokyo) mas
discussing the news flashed over the radio this evenling reporting
an American naval viectory off the Philippines. They mere in ac-
grain
cord with an opinion that the news must be taken with a s#843¢ of
salt, becuase this, to them, was a aecheme of the Roosevelt ad-
ministration to pep up the country to back him In the forthcomiling
election. The discussion could be summaried as follows:

‘The news coming from the United States and Japan are dia-
metrically contradictory. One country is claiming a complete
vic?:fy, mhile thé other is also claiming the same. Both country
can't nmet be true. In the United States the presidential elec-
tion is only ten days off. It seems that Americe rushed this
Philippines invasion to time mith the election. It is evident
that the United States hag not succeeded mith the Palau invasion.
The American claims during the peak of the Palau campains were
exaggen&gted. If she was successful asg she claimed, she should
have the whole islands by this time. As in the case of the Palau
invalons, America cannot afford to admit any loss right now in
regard to this new venture. If she did, the pregsent administration
wmill lose the election. She must hide everything adverse. Japan,

: a certeain amount of losses
on the other hand, has no cause to hiderr to exaggerate her
victories right now. The American forces are now mithin the
range of Japanese land-based planes. Besides, Japan had been
prepared to challenge America at the Philippines. The Japanese
claime seem to have more credulity.”

P SO L LI R LT S N
25 AN s )

An Issel (2 bachkelor, formerly owner of a fruit stand in




1os Angeles) had reacted thug:

"It is the same old story. The United States claims are
not reliable. They are full of lies. When Japan announces her
claims under the name of the Imperial Headquélers, she cannot lie,

because they are given with full acknowledgement of the Emperor.

If eny falsepood were given, the @V&icials in charge will be in

an awnful trouble. The Emprer cannot lie.” (This sentiment is
very common among the Issei.)

Another Issei (a segregant due to go to Tule Iake):

"Japan is celebrating the givtories. The Government lifted
the rationing law on Sake. That shows that Japan won. America
has béen l¥ing from the beginning of this war. Japan always
admitted when she lost.”

Nisel as a whole seem to believe those news given by the
American comruniques, and to discredit the Japsnese news which
they overhear from thelr pargnts. But it must be noted that
they do not express their opinions on the war articulately at
present.

At present there is at deast one regular "hang out” for
the Issel "arm chair generals' in every block to discuss the
news carried in the likele mimeographed papers (the papers printed
by some unknown person secretly. The Radio Tokyo broadcasts in
Japanesgse are printed verbatim.). Thelr discussions have become

lively of late.
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The oversea broadcast enthusié}s took the summary report

of the "Formosa Air Battle"” much more soberly and calmly. It

is supposed to have come from Radio Tokyo. It seems that these
people believe the Philippine invasion. The news was flashed

by the japanese station first and Japan acknowledged the invasion.
The news no doubt had a counteracting effect on the jubilant
attitude of these people. The celebrating spirit of these
nationalistic Issel has been waning with the increasing convic-
tion of the American success at Leyte. The Tsgsei as a whole

are, however, expecting that Japan might successfully repulse

the American attempts to enlarge her holdings in the Philippines.
The summary given by Radio Tokyo, it was told, contained the
following results: Sunk -- 11 aireraft carriers, 2 battleships,

S crulsers, and 1 destroyer; damaged -- 8 aircraft carriers,

2 battleships, 4 cruisers, 14 other warships. These are generally
believed by the Issei as true.

The anxlety for the closing of centers, too, has been
wnaning. M. Okamoto contributed a series of articlm{tn the Jap-
anese sectlion of the Poston Chronicle on .this subject. He ar-
gued that he could not see a general lifting of the Army ex-
clusion orders in the near future. It would. be a ldnr time
before the Issel could be allowed to return to California by the
Apmy. Therefore, the WRA could not close these centers before
the war is over. He believed tlet these talks by the WRA of-
ficlals dpe to accelerate relocation, which has not been success-
ful and has not come up to the expectdbion of the WRA. The WRA
would devise any method in order to induce these people to move

out of the centers, he stated in the article.

Okamoto's argument. is a reflection of general beliefs held
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by a majority of Issei, who believe they cannot relocate or who
actually cannot relocate. They are regaining complacency haged

on wishful thinking. Although a mojority of Nisei believe that

the WRA would close these centers, but their opinion seem to

have less weight in forming publie opinion here than before.
It must be remembered that most of the relocatable Nisel have
pone out of Poston, and thoge remalning Nisel are depending on
their parents for their future in much creater degreee That 1is
to say, a greater dependency of iiisei at Poston at present upon
their parents in planning their future has been noticeable for

sometime.
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Later in the evening, almost every station on radio stopped

its regular brﬂjﬂcest and reported that s American forca#had

invaded the Philippines. lost of the Issei, who had been jubilant
with the "Japanese victories”, were stunned. They took an at-
titude, "What is this now?" Of course, there were many who re-
fused to belleve the news as usual. And there mas an usual con-
tingent, which claimed that Japan had strategically drawn the
American troops near to a trap. 1In general, the Isseil mere

surpeised of the sudden turn of news.
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The oversea broadeast enthusiasts now have more 'fantastiec

stories to tell. They réported that the Japanese ﬂﬁVy and =a

4

forces are pursuing and destroying two 2ships, nine alrcraft

-,Q-v?fi!’" <

carrliers, three cruisers, and fifty dest The moreﬁthe

sbory 1is s the more jubllant e .he people.
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. A conversation between two short-wave broadecast fans (Issei)
is herewith recorded:

A: "Is there anything today?"




"There is nothing today. They sald that reception was

bad and they could not get anything. But I have heard some

dema"

A. "Let me hear those deme (false, groundless rumors). I

don't care if they are dema."

This is a reflection among the more rabid nationalistic Issel

of their desire to hear something pleasant, even though false,

regarding the Japanese war efforts. It 1s a result of their dire

thirst for good news.
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A general impression gained from observation of the Igsei

”
1s that they are expecting an %Waslon of the Philippine Islands

by the American forces in the near future. They are getting

more used to new reverses, although they are still hoping that
Japan might effectively ma&e a new come back. With some of them,
the hope 1s more fanatical; they are definitely certeain that

Japan mould make a phenomenal counter attack? against the advancing
American forces, and the complete anahilation of the American
forces at that time would end the war in favor of Japan.

Gloom, however, was noticeable among them in hearing the
purported ly oversea broadcast of last night that about one
thousand American planes raided Japan's mainland.

In this connection 1t cannot be overlooked that they are
ﬁnot contemptuous of Amerleca or of the American armed strength as
they were in the past. Many of the Issel seem to be resigned
to the idea of remeining in thils country after the war, as the
trend 1s remarkably noticeable in the comments in the vernacular
newspapers. I seldom hear nowadays from t‘r.1em that they desire

to establish thelr miche 1In the South Sea or some other place.
UL S
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There 1s a paucity of "pleasant”oversea broadcests nowadays.
The Issel seem to be irritated and disturbed. They ask each

other whenever they meet, "Did you hear any good news?” ("Ii

hanashi ga arimasu ka?)
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French came to see me this morning and wanted to know how

the people here are taking the bombings of Japan. He said that

Duncan Mills was quite anXious to know about it. I replied thet
they are getting a 1little uneasy about it. They, however, regard
the bombings somewhat in terms of the Tokyo bombing by IJolittle,

and cannot see it as a forerunner of more intensive bombings.
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"’7 'f&?dC' s'e
The regldents seem to be uneasy about the turn of the Waﬂ'
They are asking one another such questions as:
"vou khink Japan will be all right?"
"Do you tyﬁk Japan will be able to ckeck the advance of
the American forces?”

"What do you think is happening to the army and the navy of

Japan?"

To these questlons and thelr 1ika#no one can give competent

answers. They can say only to the extent, "I hope things will
turn out better soon."

It 1s evidently seen that there is a marked increase of
unrest and esneasiness a2s to the fubture of Japan. As thdevents

un/oﬂ‘ﬁﬂ/ z)’
will move against Japan in the Paciflic, this tension will4increase.




This was & very quist week. Very 111 {1¢ few incidents

n
occurred. Even the "oversea discussion groups” are;conspicuous
have
lately; they dissappear ghortly after the participants mekt after
o
each supper. Itfis an {ndication that the recent oversea broad -

casts are not favorable to them.
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An TIssel of the commoner type said that he is expecting

more reverses for Japan in the near future. He had believed that
Japan was invincible, but realized now that it was not quite so.
He further went on to say, "In the same proporticn we Japanese in
America would suffer. When Japan weakens, the Americans would treat
;iéirin the worse manner here. (Evidently he meant that the Con-
gress would demand to lower the standards/of treatment of the
evacuees 1n the relocation centers, for one thing. In another
sense he also meant that the American public would not pay res-
pect to the Japanese here as iIn the present days.) I am sure

the WRA would reduce the food stuffs supplied to these centers.
We would be forced to eat rotten things, but we would not have

much say. America would not care what wouvld happen to these

. .5
Japanese. She has been treating us well so far, because there w=s

a chance of belng defeated and iﬁQ afreid of retaliation. Now
when she id sure of viectory, she would not pay so moech attention
to us as Before."”

"When Japan is completely defeated, we should expect the worst.
They ean do anything they want. We would not have the strong.
Japan any more to rely on; Japavban no longer protect us as before.

The WRA, then, might close these centers 4pd tell us to move out
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of here without any assistance.”

This reasonling is an usuel one. It seems that this Issel
has confused two fears together --- viz. the fear of the liquidation
of the WRA and the fear of the defest of Japan. This 1s the first
time that ;:é};; apross this sort of argument.

HHH# 4
There seems to be no chief topie of conversation among the

residents here. The Issel are not so interested in the war news

as before. Even the lmminent collapse of Bermeny is not an ex-

<
citing news to them. I can obePserve no visible re%tions to the

sitvation in Europe.

Among the Nigel the draft cquestion has lost its intensity.
There is no observable agitation for evasion of the draft calls.

No project issue 1s attracting the attention of the residents.
The ggiatiion against Harper has subsided with the rumor that he
would soon leave here for Tule Iake. A more common reaction to
Harper's transfer is that he would meet more troubles in Tule

-2

Iake as its reslidents are tougher andﬁbelligerent.




(&
An Igsel (with an elementary school education and with an

ordinary intelligence) told me thus:

Uniil recently I thought Japan could invade the United Stated.
I thought Japan at least covld attack Fawaill and take the possession
of the islands. But I realize that I had not had enough military'
knowledge to see that was impossible for Jepan. Now I am afraid

that the Unlked Stated would successfully 1nvade the Philippines

and take them away from Japan. At the early gaﬁ% of the mar




AUGUST 16 -- (4)

Japen wasgs much more fortunate than we had expected. She conquered
more territories than we had ever dreamt of. By this success &
lost my perspective.

Japen will have a tough time from now on. She might lose
the war. I hate to see it, but it can't be helped. When she
loses, it will be the end for us tooi

There are & lot of people who gtill think Japan is invinecible.
They cannot understand why Japan does not take the offensive. f
feel sorry for these people. I know at least two individuals who
did not eat well for two or three days when thefi%gard that S&ipan
hed fellen. T wonder what would happen to these people when
Japan is acutally defeated. We might have many insane people
resuﬁ&}}ng from despondency.

I was plenning to return to Japan in 1941. But I don't know
what I will do after the war. I certainly know that I am too old
to begin all over in this country. I have enough savings; so I
and my wifeAmight go back to Japan to spend the rest of our lives.

My children are old enough to know what they should do. If they

decide to remain in this country, it's all right with me.

What I am really hoping for is for the chance that the United
States gets weary of the war and decides to gquit. The American
pecple might get tired of the mar after Germeny 1s knocked out.

That is our odly hope.
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Some more intelligent Issei surreptuously hmold me that he
expected that the American forces would soon invade Formosa before
they would make any attempt toward the Phillppines.

Another lssei of the same group believed that Japan would
sue for peace when the inner defense of Japan grumbled. He sald

that the common belief that Japan wouwld fight to the last man nasJ;ﬁf'

e

a 111371311 . P

Jara?
In spite of these polar expressions, the interpretations

for the fall of Saipan
most ecommonly advanceq4by the Isseil could be put into the following
three categories:
1. It was ilnevitable. Japan could not defend thousands of
islands in the Pacific equally effective. This group emphasized

the fact that Ameriea only occupied a small number of islands in

the Pacific, while Japan occupied a much larger number oqhslands

yet.

2. It is a strategic retreat. It 1s a means to lure the
American navy into a trap soon.

3. The report i1s false. <+t is a propaganda of the United

States.
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The news of the fall of Saipan and the change of the Japanese
cabinet shocked a greater proportion of thé [ssel here. They are
very gloomy. They aré looking formwmard to seme more pleasant news
via short wave broadcasts.

Some of the more intelligent Issei surreptuously commented

N

that they had been afraid of this to happen for a long time. They

could see from the news in the past that Japan lacked in the number
of shipd and airplanea. They belleved worse news were yet to come

for them.

Some other Issei took it a little .nore/optir—.‘u_is'r,.‘icall};. They
gaid that American advences in the Pacific from now on would be
very difficult. Saipan alone was not a fatal logss to Japan. A}
to the change of.the cabinet, they, however, admit#ed that it mwas

@2
Japan's admission of defeat at 3aipan and other recent reverses.
But, they said, as customdr)y withﬁhe Japanege politicea Tojo per-

sonally took the blame to himself and resigned because "he was not

worthy of the confidence vested in him by the Emperor. They

S N N . ;
Peaoned that the new cabinet would be more vigorous and agpressive.

till have a great deal of hope for Japan in the future. Part
that the mainland of Japan would never be
another portion belleved that Japan would make ifs

last dikteh stand in China.

There are more exireme Issel who are refusing to belileve
that Saipan had fallen. They alao fail to see any significance in
the cabinet change.

There are Karﬁly not enough comments among the Nisel.
some the reaction to the news was about same as that of the Ameri-
can newspapers ---- that is, Japan is doomed, apﬂ her days are numbered.

Other Nisel are avoiding any comment upon the matter, probably in-




tentionally.

-

gﬁ@ more conservetive Issei commented, "I believe the defense
set-up of those Pacific islands is outdated. I don't think Japan
had time to do much about strengthening the defense after the war
had begun. It
onslaught with highly mechanized modern weapons by her outdatecd
defense preparations.

Another Issei commented, "That's theftrouble with these islands.
They don't have the maneuverability like aireraft carriers. But
as the supply line of the U. S. Navy lengthens, American strangth

would be decreased. The distance is a formidable ENEMY «

Another | L gald, "pl propadanda to lull the enemy (U. S.)"

One Kibel was worried about thhe turn of the war tide, but pre-
sently he rationalized, "You can't say Japan ig weak vet. She's
D, ] E ¢

cot plenty left yet. Look at Rabaul or New Guinea. Americans mere

a
pounding those pkces for more than a year. 3Still they can't take

them."
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Although a few rabid ones refuse to believe it, most of the

Issel belleve that Sadpan fell into the American hand. They have

been speculating thet Japan would resist the American invasion
2 ~
baging their arguments on the overses broadcasts, but now they

are a disappolnted lot.
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A large number of Issel have heen jubilant for about a week
about alleged news from Radio Tokyo. In the Barly stage the rumors
were conservative. I heard the rumors which might be summerized
as follows in general substance:

"American forces failed to penetrate on Saipan after they

had failed to land fwikce.”

"One battleshlp, 35,000 tons, and several other warships

were sunk off the larianag."”
ndvd
"A huge4bat?le is golng on and Jjapan has an upper hand.”

Iately the rumors became more fantastic.

‘A new Japanese forces landed behind the American forces
which had succeeded in landing at their third attempt«. Igw the
American forces are sandwiched between two Japanege forces and
are belng annahilated.’

"'melve battleships, nineteen aricraft carriers, and forty-
‘three cruisers and destroyers were sunk by Japanese navy in the
mater between the i‘arianas and the Philippines.”

These rumors have been spread with mueh individual colorings
of the "town ;Eers’. These people seemed to have taken a sudden
lease on 1life with these news of 'viétories”. 1lany of them
have been turning into ar¥m chair strategists, discussingﬁ these
battles with their own conception of how they would have been
fought. And these "experts’' are finding ready audiences at
various places in camp. (These news, reported by these Issel,
were verlifled by the articles printed in American newspapers as
those broadcast by Japan two or three days after they had been

circulated in camp.)
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As to war news there is a confusing lull. About two weeks

or
ago an aldeged short-wave newsAthat a 4,500 ton battleship and

a gafll aireraft carrier and a few other warships of the United
States Navy had been captured by Japanlcaused a congiderable
amount of excitement, bogt quite many of those who had heard this
are taking it with a grain of salt.

.y 3y S o

craditad

One Issei reported that many news »eported as from oversea
Co rnclo
braadcagts in kis letters from his Tule lake friends eheek in

géneral substance with those heard kesme from his friendsévz.

g S G g




It is noticeable that the interest of people (especlally

the Issel) in war news have somewhat revived with the Japanese

penagation into India. They have been conjecturing how far

the Japanese army mould advance into the In?ﬁ}g territory this
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season before the monsoon. They have placed a considersble hope
In the indication reported frequently that the conditions in
In are not orderly and peaceful and that a revolution might
be imminent. They hope that such a revolution be initiated by
the people of India soon; and they do not believe the Japanese
army will ¥e-penetrate vey far into the country. Some of them,
however, expressed that India will not be ripe for a\ rebellion
agalnst the British unless the Japenese have succeeded in in-
vading as far as Calcutta.

The people are still minimizing the American rsids into

the Carolines. They believe that the »loss of the United States

have
In ships and planes are much more than what they e»e gaintﬂé

in damages inflicted on these islands.




~omeé people are talking about the vapanese advances toward

India, but there is not a suBficilent enthusiasm comparable of that

during the past years.
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There has been a current rumor that Joseph Crew, the farmer
Ambassador to Japan, flew to Shinking discuss prepatory nego-
tiatlons for peace between the United S - Japan.

I met & man yesterday who sald, "I started that rumor for a

fun of it. T sald originally that Grew flew to the South Seas to

meet the Japanese envoy, but som%&@ére gsgmebody changed the story.”

(f 12 1.4 ;¥
1 £ a2 TS T

There is another persistent rumor -- undoubtedly Poston made--

that fW¢ Oreat Britain was ready to fold up.
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The following notice was gsent out to the blocks:

Project Memorandum No. 6
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March 30, 1944
MEMO TO: ALL RESIDENTS OF POSTON
SUBRJECT: GChange iIn Time
In conformance with the change in time adopted by the State
of Arizona, Yoston will go on lountain War Time, effective mid-

night Satumday, April ]}, 1944.

This means that clocks should be moved ahead one hour as
of the effective date.

Duncan Mills
Project Director
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, There are some talks among the residentw about the Japanese

invasion into India. Some reported that the Japanese army had
advanced some distance beyond Imphal. (The American news have

the Japanese army some thirty miles before it could reach the
city.)

Some residents, in addition, were citing an article in

the Los “ngeles Examiner of today in which it was stated that
Senator Chandler had said that the American victories in the Paci-
fic could not be regarded nery significant &n the face of the
Japanese strength and threat against Tndia. They took much stock

in Chandler's statement that if Japan had been crushed as the

American government reported repeatedly, she would not have enough




strength left to undertake such a tremendous offensive against

Tmdia. (I did not read this article.)




