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The following memorandum was sent from the Community Council
July 15, page 6)
J;T\FEA% GOVERNMENT
ANISH EMBASSY

Poston, Arigona
Camp Number One

1) Any difference or dispute between camp authorities and
Japanese internees? Its development and results

a. The ragse of the Chief Medical Officer of Poston ---
The dispute between Dr. Pressman and the evacuees of
Poston hq" been of a long standing oned Dr. Pressman
been found to be VEry uncooperative toward the evaC|e
doctors and the staff of the hogpital. There are n
plaints .being brought up by the patients stating
diagnoiss .efe by Dr. Pressman has been at many times ilncor-
rect , and at theatments, in numerous cases, have been
cont fovLﬂqwal to those which they had heen re ceiving prior
to their evacuation into this center with the result that
very little Improvement has heen mhown.

Secweral cases of cancer of the stomach which had been
brought to the hospital has been disgnosed by Dr. Pressman
as lncurable and with only a few weeks of their 1ife
remaining, the patients hag been discharged with such state-
ment as, "It's no use spending any money on that patient
because he will not live more tlen tmwo wmee ks, whether
operated on or not.” Those persons 'e ving been reluctantly
lssued permits to rewédve treatment from an outside doctor
nave had very satisfactory results, Those patients have
pald their own expense to have operations performed and are
nom back in Poston enjoyng norma 1 health. There are

also several cases of eye ailments which have been given
attention and treatment by Dr. Press an, but with very
little result. lany of the cages were also sent ‘outside
to be treated :y an eye speclalist who was surprised that
the patient wasn't otJlL [ Lnﬂ due to insufficient attent
tion #A)Y and treatment received in Poston.

acuee physicians are trying to alleviate this situ-
18 much as possible but due to the policy and the
f ressman, which does not improve the situvation’
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(continued from July 18, page 2 --- the questions by Spagish Belekate

7) Genera
health

ae

remarks upon food, sanitary equipment and*cendition of
of Japanese internees.

foodt - Food /gpplied by the WRA is far from adequate

but due to the fact that muech of the food desirable to

the Japanese taste 1s raised by the Evacuees on the project,
the food sitwation is now fair.

(o)

Sanitary Equlipment - Condition of sewerage disposal is very
poor as sewerage ls led out to an open lake which igs loecated
close to camp, Pw31n[ much disagreeable odor and the

main breeding place for mosquitoes and flies. This is

a most unhealthy condition and should be taken care of

immediately.

Hvacuees -~ Only emergency cases are
nospital; therefore, the percentage of the
high ag shown on the hospptal records.

.nere are many chronic sicknesses exlisting in ecamp
which are not reported to the hopital as there are no
adequate facilities to handle these patients and even
if these cases were brought to the clinie, the number of
wards is Insufficient to hospitalize them; therefore,
to our regret, they are confined and cared for at home.

oRn part of ! cegidents
[ | nd S8 A8 very gt reentage
ge "tEL. with tul i i i SUMEC That
the completi f survey f th maining of the camp,
prere .“'Lm Bl i is patients among the evacuee
which had not been ¢ etec uld become higher.

8 “re eccuring with .
€ casges are not

Also, tremendous amount of ulcer case
the chief cauge being our diet. .Thes
taken care of because they are not emezleno" cages and,
11s0, due to the lack of hospitalization quarters.

sentative's attention has been drawn.




Moris Buarge took the Spanish delegate and thé official of
the State Department (Eberhardqu to ag far as Barstow yesterday
aftérnoon. There they were to meet a car sent from lManzanar, to
which they would transfer to reach the center.

Suzukl related that complaints againgt Dr. Pressman were
brought out in the conferences throughout the three Units. The

Spanlsh delegate took the matter seriously and investilgated the

hospital with the official of the Statec‘ Department. The State

. Department official took the complaints against Dr. Pressman over

to the local WRA officials and requested them to look into the
matter. The hospital matter suddenly took on an international

f lavor.




JULY 16
This morning Captain Antonio Martin, the representative from

the Spanish Embassy, came into oub messhall for bregkfasst. (He

A~
cane to attend lMass at the Satholiﬁjkhurch In Bloek 45.) I kad

convergation with him for about one hour. The highlights of the
conversation were as follo ows :
le Iast night he allowed personal interviews to the Japanese
nationals here. (Cf: Jily 15, page 6 There were so ‘many people
mho wanted to him, and some of them had to be turned away. He
spent more than four hours --- from six P. M. to a little after
M. --- seeing individuals.
He was surprised that no one in any center talked about«{k
fénancial loeses arising out of the losgses of fishing
at Terminal Island. He wanted to know why. He was
the Japanese who were in fishing lost terrifically.
I thought the Japanese nationals could
the California law. Therefore, the
boat. I wse 10 uite certain and T
find out al it and let him know.
Speaking of property lossee, Martin belleved.that the
Japanese Government handled the property of the American citizen=s
in the Orlent with 4 minimum losse He bellewed that the Amer-
ican Government feiled miserably in this respect --- that is,
due to the fallure of the Amerlcan CGovernment to cope with the
gsitvation quick enough, the logses of the Japanege in this coun-
try were unnecessarily too high.
Speaking of conditions of
Government mas maintaining much higk

nese Government. He thought the camps

pines were deplorable. The Swiss Govefmnment, on




JUL
United States, protested to the Japanese Army and +ke Covernment
without any result.

He heard that the camps maintained by Japan in China were
bad, tooe.

4. "After adl, this is wartime. These camps are for enemj

civilians. 50 these are concentration camps. They can't be good

--- Antonio Maptin, "%4"4/"? Mécd?‘;;n Cczn'/w-

5« The talks about that the Japesnese Government wmanted to
have doctors, college graduates, engineers returned to Wﬂpﬁnf on
the exchange ships have no foundation. The Ja 18 Government

a directive to the Spanish
priority over any other o~ f‘¢/’d7€v‘d7€
that so many people
many persons that
Poston hospital. He wanted to know
hime. I told him that I did not know
hospital situvation. But one thing I was certain ---
along with the Japanese doctors and Japanes
nurses. He was very poor 1in getting along with people.
arrogant in dealing with the Japanese people here,
Jewiah, and . .

"Ah, 2 Jew! I understand!l” artin as if I did not

to continue.

.

He asked me how the people here liked WMorils Burge. I

sald, "He 1s a British. He acts like a Br

tigh about whom
read so much in books on the Orient.
Indda?"

(with mu rastupes ) Vieeroy

u
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h Embassy,
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Antonio llartin, the repregentative from the Spanis

arrived here in the company of a Stated Department official from
Gila late last night. It was reporté& that several members of
the Community Council met with Captain Martin last night. During
the course of conversation Captain Lartin revealed that £ZF%{
dvegfipndd the Japanese ﬁOVE?nm&at hed submitted elght gquestions

of the
to be answered by the evacuees in each,relocation centers.

A

ald he was not willing to divulge the guestions until all repre-

He

gsentatlves from the three Units were assevbleﬁ.
(one hour-behind the schedule)
gvacuee representatives and other evacuees
ted in meeting with the Spanish representative assemb
to confer with him. There were about two hundred: Japanese
‘the hall and P A system was utilized.

Onishi acted as the chairman of the meeting am Suzuki was
held up &n the hogspital unavoidedly. Nishimoto acted as inter-
preter. (I was surprised to see about fifty Issel women among
the audilence. )

Onishi read to the representative the prepared list

requests point by point. (July 12, page 43}
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Re: Cash advanc lothing aldowances. labtin gaid
that the rates were by the Vongress, and he coulo not do much

quuc.s'
wou ld present #%edf+ﬂ the WRA

about 1it. gaid, he
through the Embassy.
coolerg and ceiling materials

tell how

Re: Housing. The request for

he notieced. He couid not
but he wasfwilling to take this up.

general food con-

are new this time,

would regard the request,

Mlartin asked mhether the

‘Subsistence.
The chairman replied

improved gsince last December. Th
easy to make a comparison ag he was called for, but

gtate that the condition was fair.

Martin reported that th

used at Santa ®e Detention Camp. When he vigited
ternees, howmever, ained about the combination
d by small individual dishes.
und for recreational purposes. The Co
Aetivities submitted a list. - It itemized amounts for. various
activities such as f eball, ete. The total amount of
WRA thro ugh the Spanish Embassy.

(There is no budget Lam for the recreational activities.)
Throughout the meeting Captain *artin avoided to malke any
that these requests would

comnitment. He stated only to the extent the
: rican Government.

by the Spanigh Ambaggador to the American
point the meeting was opened for general questions

Suzuki pelated the condition of dental care. He
was only one dental in Unit I to take

explained that there
bridge.;

care of dome 6,500 people. There wag no equipment fo
crown, and plate works. He emphasized this was affecting the




JULY 15 -= (3)
general hedlih of residents.
Magaki read an article in the July 7th issue of
of the article was as follows:
The Japanese “Yovernment réquested a swWrvey of destitute
nationals. Subsequently, lMr. PeAmat, the
Fransisco, sent an inquiry upon this

Negotaition with the Spanish Authori

organization) at Topaz. hatileuter the Japanese Gevern-

questing certain information regarding destitute Japanese
nho needed financial aids. Therefore, He wanted the

of the Topaz organization to comp/llije the

f the organizatior pregsenting the Japanese nationals

in relocation centers and in Jlarge cities in Utah,

Wyoming,
and Colorado.
not heard about

ranted to know why Poston had been

Martin replied that a form lette
avery relosation cent and Y elieved that 1t had been gent
it hedna hed here, there must have been
However, ! added , he believed that the
apanese :in relocation centers could not t 0 8§ a3 destitute’
ergons, because they were cared by the American Government. The
1ad provisions made to care for the destitute people in camp,

and they could not be termed as ones who needed nanieal aids.

Masaki, then, began to question the Community Councll whe

they had received such an inguiry from the “panish

Martin stated that it hed been sent to Po Yels wag diffleult

: bean 2 sake
to understand why it hdé njt rec elve]A.he Couneil. If it had reached,

and the Councll had fe inform the residents of the matter,
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the responsilbility for negligence must be accounted by the Council-
men, lasakl argued.

Kewagakl replied to Masakl immediately. He stated that the
letter had nsver reached the Comnunity Council and he was willing
to investigate where 1t had been he 1 upe

A feeble looking old man (appeared about gseventy yezrs old)

up and ] the payment of clothing allomances to all
gvacuees, whether worklng or not working. He'e dthe case of a

family --- a m w with five children.

working, becauseghe has had notime to work after caring
gmall children.

To this case, the Spanish repepesentative replied that the

FPamily Welfare provislons were existing to take care of these

people, and they should contact the department. Suzuki
the Block llanagers would be gald to aid in these cages.

The old man was not satisfiled He pointed out that all ap-
plications for public agsistance appe not granted. Even though
her application wnas granted, he further argued, she would be com-
pelled to come into the office for Interview every month. The

.

routine hardship could be avoided if every one received a &lothing

allowance of $5.00 a month alike.

The meeting was highlighted by the presentation
by an Issel woman. She ran up to the microphone and began to
shout into it with a high pitched voice. She complained that the
films shown here were not wholesome =--- not good to the welfare of
youngsters. She asked the Spanish delegate to do goemthling about
the situation. (The films are selected by an evacuee organization,

and not by the WRA.) She drew a great applause when she finished

her oration.
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Suzuki, now acting as the chairman of the meeting, had to re-

mind her that the problem she presented was an intra-camp one, which

shouldbe brought to the Local Council.

An Issel requested af detalled explanation of the bill sigcned
recehtly by President Roosevelt to withdraw the citizenship of
people of Japanese ancestry "whose loyalty to the enemy marks them
ad Japanese nationals”. He specifically wanted to know if those

Hisel who had applied for expatriation would be subjecét to this
leg#ﬁation. "My son applied for expatriation. We want to go to
Japan. If we can go to Japan right nom, we gon't mind if the gowern-
ment take the citizenship away from him. But there iz no way of
going to Japan right at present, and my son's citizenship might be
taken awa ‘y. I don't think it is fair."
N/
he Spanish delegate reported that he did not know much about
bill, and promised that he would get in touch with the Spanish

in Washington over long distance telephone soon to find

The meeting was adjourned as it was 11 olcloeck. The hall was
cleared and a selected group of Councilmen continued the conference
with t he Spanish delegate.

e el . 3
"%tln informed those remained that the Japanese govern-
ment regeusted a list of &he Japanese nationals 6iaﬂsince the out-

Capntain

-break of war. Such list, he said, should contain name, place of

birth or place of civil registiry, d of birth, place of

civil status, occupation, cirdumstance of death, address of the

nearest relative, buried or cremated, and statement of estate.
Captalin Martin, then, revealed the eight questions, which he

had been tramsgmitted by the Japanese Government.

le 1Is there any dispute or difference between the camp autho-
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rities and Japanese internees? Its development and result.,

(]

2« Any corporal punishment meted out to the internees? If
sok why?

3. 4ny complaints or requests by the Japanese internees?

4., Any punishment inflicted upon or any threat made to punish
Japanese internees who made complaints?

S« Any insult or humiliation given to Japanese internees by camp
authorities and any wanton treatﬂent accorded to them for satisfying
publie curiosity? 1id 4] € erfréted to mean whether any insult
was poured on the Japanese by the camp authorities to satisfy the
anit-Japanese agitation on the outside, for instance.)

64 Any lsbor imposed upon Japanese internees which is dangerous
harmful or not related to administrative management and maintenance
camp®?

7. General remarks upon food, sanitary squipment and condition

of health of Japanese internees?
r matters to which representative's attention has been
drawn.
ATwWegry

The evacuee reperesentatives promis that the questiocrs would
be prepared before the departure of the Spanigh delegate tomorrow
evening.

At 11:;30 Captain lartin wag taken by Chaﬁ}ﬁan ouzuki to
inspect the sewage plant and pools at Block 59, which haw been a
gsource of much complaining by residents for the past tmwo years,
and a few messhalls.

In the afternoon Captain llartin would meet with the Unit II
represeﬁtatives.

[ater in the evening he would give personal interviews to those

Issel with special problems of importance.
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Although the Administration was not infavor of the idea of

a large group of evacuees meeting with the representative of the

Spanish Consul (Cf: July 13, page 1, the second paragraph), the

Community “Youncil forced its own idea upon the Administration to
hold a large meeting. The representative was scheduled to arrive
here late tonight. He will meet with the evacuee representatives
(the Local Councilmen, exrept two or three Iggei, who have replaced
the Nisei Councilmen for this occasion only.) tomorrow morning

at 8:30 at the Block 32 messhall. Any resident who is interested

to meet the representative was invited.




413 .

It was reported by Svzukl that the Administration had decided

. to limit the number of indiwiduals who would be allowed to gee

the Spanish Counsul representative to a few evacuees. The Ad-
ministration was unwilling to hold a large meeting of evacuees

and the representative as in the former visits.




3¢*1~1,'L The meeting of the Local Council was adjourned at this point
-ﬁfreﬂ a2
and the body functionedsas a meeting of the representatives from
locks to prepare for the conference with the representative 8f
Uonsul. Suzuki re ff from the Li prepared by
List ifrem
I in &prll;
snsul wag goon to arrive
There mag a litt revision made o1 without much
geussione. he Councilmer pregsent to the Spanish Con-
gul's representative the following demands:
L. 'he cash advances should be reviged
per month
per month
per month
And the clothing allomances gshould be revised to give every

evacuee, young and old, worker or non-worker, $5.00 per month.
E The commodgity prices have risen. The evacuees los
possesliong at the time of evacuation. They came
money, but they used up the money by this time.
Imprevement of aprartment
in every apartment

protedtion from dust anc
dnd’
one cooler in messhalln ()
Also one big cooler shou

barrack.

-;od rr,r'.fé

1kl propoged that the

e representative should
A

taken messhalls without coolers to impress upon him the
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evacuees are emperiencing here. The representatives from the PBol-

loming blocks requested that the representative should be taken

to thelr messhalls: Bleek 11, 15, 16, 14,

3« Subgisteace mil&k at present is
under glx years of age. L1t should be changed

those in Junior High School and the old

~ o+ 2 2. N
appetizing.

Improvement

high conten
chlorine.

Sewer system -

the load.

Fund for recareational purposes

Japanese doctors should be obtained from the Intern-

ment camp.

Dental guipment for bridge, crown, and plate wnar ks
ghoudd be supp

Ifen and women together.
They should be
moneys of the evacuee

ies Bank should

meet ing adjourned a




3« Okamoto announced that he had recieved a letter from

the Spanish Consul notifying him of his comtemplated visit here.

He requested each block to transmit various requests and complaints,

which residents wish to be transmitted to the Consul, in writing
in quadruples. These requests then will be taken up by the
representatives of the Council, who will meet the Consul. The
Council also reqguested each block to send the list of names of
those who are nationals of Japan, both in English and in Japarese.
These lists will be given to the Consul for eventual transmission

to Japan.
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It was reported by Nomura that the Spanish Consul had no-

tifled the Community Council here that he would visit Poston
in a few weeks. The Council wants each block to send its re-

quest®s and complaints to the Consul in quadruplicete.
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The announcement of imminent visit of the Spanishbonsul hasg

éxcited the residents wepy little. They have received the news
with indifference.

be
The sentiment in general cean summarized as,

7’

"He came here before, and we told him what we wanted. But nothing

happened. He can't do anything anyway."




