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People have lost interest in the closing of the centers and
the opening of California. I have not observed anyone discussing
this problem for several days. Th 2 absorbed in the
war news, especially those credited to the Japanese oversea broad-
casts. The Nisei (predominant 1y of teen ape now) seem to be in-
terested in socials and sports. Even the calls for pre-induction

physicals and induction have become matters of routine and have

lost the force to create excitement among them.

(Cclotenr S
I met two secretaries working in the Administration Build-
ing who are enthusiastic about the closing of centers. They
are graduates of high school in Orange County and are about
twenty-two years old. They are competent gecretaries, but they

are prevented from relocating because of parental objections.

They said that the closing of centers would be the best thing

that would ever happen to them. They despise this "dump", and

OCTOBER 30 -- (2)

nould selcome any opportunity to get out of this center.
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According to French, Allan Cushman, the former Leave Officer,

was forced to resign from the WRA due to a pressure frﬁm the
Army. Cushman escorted a group of evacuees to Los Anpeies for
property settlement. As an escort, he was required to keep in
sight of the evacvuees. But he failed to do so, and let the eva-
cuees roam around in the city freely. The matter was reported
to the Army by some meddlesome Causasgsian, and this meant the end

for Cushman with the WRA.
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COLORADO RIVER RELOCATION CENTIR
Poston, Arizona

TERMINAL DEPARTURES « 19048
FORMIR LVACUATED AREA OTER ~ Center
Date Daily Monthly Cumulative Daily Conv, MNonthly Cumul, Total Pop,
January - 31 51 - - 154 184 215 11,812
February - 98 129 s W 169 - 344 478 11,028
Mar, 1 - 0 129 4 1 5 249 478 10,795
2 1 1 130 - - 5 549 479 :
3 - 1 150 - - 5 249 479
4 - 1 150 1 - 5 850 480
5 8 9 188 1 - 7 851 489
6 * 9 158 28 - 85 879 517
7 - 9 138 2 - 87 381 519
8 5 14 148 4 - 41 385 528
o 3 17 146 1 - 42 386 532
10 - 17 146 - - 42 586 532
11 3 20 149 - - 42 386 586
12 2 22 151 - - 42 586 537
13 - 22 151 5 10 57 401 6552
14 - 22 151 4 * - 61 408 556
15 6 28 157 6 - 67 411 568
16 3 31 160 1 - 68 412 572
17 - 31 160 - - 68 412 5§72 10,786
18 - - 160 2 - 70 414 574
19 8 39 168 5 - - 78 417 585
20 5 44 173 38 - 111 465 628
21 2 46 176 . 4 - 115 459 6354
22 5 51 180 - 3 118 462 642
23 - 51 180 4 - 122 466 646
24 1 52 181 - - 122 466 647
25 - 52 181 " - 122 466 647
26 3 55 104 1 2 125 469 653
27 - 55 184 50 - 175 519 708
28 - 55 184 7 - 182 526 710
29 - 55 184 e 209 558 757 10, 625
30 2 57 186 2 - 211 555 741
31 2 59 188 2 - 218 557 746



U, S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTZNIOR
AR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
San Franeisco §, California 2

MEUORATNOUN TC: ALl Project Directors
S0B.; 50T Travel of Aliens

<4 We have been asked on soveral occasions to furnish infore
:-uat ab-i':h:h:- Wudmug‘h,ﬁ-ifu
strioted in thelr travel to an area not more then five (S) milaes
froa their homes,

: This matter was referred to th.l Assiastant Sclicitor and for
your iafermstion, I am gquoting below his report on this subjecs:

*There appears to be consideredbls aisunderstanding as o thé ree
gulations eontrolling the travel of aleina,™

"The ruwmor that bhas been brought to our attention frem at least two
sources, that they may not truvel more than five miles from their
homes has no basls ia fect, Under the regulations of the U,3, De=
partment of Justice, an alein may freely truvel without spe=
ohlmﬂsaindtﬂlnm ts of the community in whioch he resides,
in sueh & wy %o t his enguging In normal aectivities, In sach
hisaaemluuamumweamsmnmwot:m
stituting & metropolitan district or ao urban or rural nity,
and 15 uot limited to the boundary liges of a ¢ify or a county, Thus
he may eommute between his home and his place of business am:i
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trevel between his bome and his chureh, schocl, ete., as

required. If he uishes to makes a trip or move from one communi

into another, he should send & statement to ths V.5, Attoraey of the
district of fis residence at least seven days before his intended |
departure, stating ia @ form furaished by the U,S. Attorney, his mame,
his home address and telephone aumber, business address and tele~
phone number, his slein tification nuwber,the purpose of his 2
trip and the porsons io be visited, his intermediate and final deati-
nat » the dates of his lntended departure and return, his sddress
while he i3 away, the route to be fol waﬂmhduﬂ-
nation, and the meuns of transportatics, If neither the U,5, A |
or the FBI know of any reascn why the trip would endanger the natio
security, the U,3, it | waTMEnsnw?d
the statement and will ver it to alein, who s have 1t with
him at sll times while he {s traveling,®

Thers is also provision for freguent or regulsr business travel So
mrmuu-ornnnuuuﬂ.—n.uhmdm,m.nmt
they will not have %o make a seperuts application for every trip.”

*Travel by airplanes 1s not permitted.”

*Changes of residence or of shall be only after at
least seven days® notles to the U.S, Attornmey the proposed chahge;
mmmna;’:rmﬂnauwumt&wuzmm
name, residence address, or place of employment without written



mmum of the
_ mmuuum%?mﬂhznmw;
Certificate of Idensification,

*The trevel rostriction a uu-n,_,
el.ler. elo were or are ol of subfjectssc:

s OF wio are at sthe prsseht ;0less but who were oitizens op
ng:nuaweudm‘mtxﬁu. _

*fhe curfew regulations of the Western Defense Command no longer
apply, since they =ere rescinded under Public Proclamation No, Zl.*

“If any ianstance steses indicating the U.3, Lttomn &re ot unie
- foraly intuprﬂu:ze; the mp-rt.mnt of Justies regulutions nnnliiu &
ths conduct of cz we absll of courae be glad to invest 2
gﬁn sush mg. 1{ verf mﬂant the attorne M'm
ce through Solieiter's off o. Hashlingten, beliave s
it will be found however, that the mman tation
are those whieh mmly ronu froa 1imita of
the community 1ma1nl. o su Francisco,
the bay arca would %ml«n&amﬂd oommunity;
whereas in the case of gity the w might properly
hmidcrdnummhmnnam. there are actual
differences in interpdetation, they should h- u:u.u to our atteation,

so that they may be uniforamly interprestd apd eaforeed.
sm;rm,
/8/ 2,8, Cozzens

R.B, Cozzens
issistant Director

!’



The Poston Chronicle in its Japanese section on QOctober 14
reported on the Block Managers' meeting of October 10, which

heard Duncan Mills on the closing of centers: (Cf': October 10,

page 1) It 1s trflaslated from the original in-Japanese.

senter Will Nyt Be Closed in The Hear Future
told that rumors are rampant in camp that the center

in the near future. Although false rumors (dema)

in relocatlion centers, some people might worry

some of these rumors. And sometimes those who desire to

live quletly might be alarmed and confused. It is believed at
rate that centers will not be closed suddenly without due
ne? : | . i
It iSADelieveo that auch an absuqéf act will be accomplish-
(RSN: The writer means that the WRA will give an ample

e

varning bepfre it will close the cmnters. Such warninege has not

H;'.\

o

been given yet.)

Reallzing this Ppint, our Block Managers believed it best
re

T

.0 hear directly from Director §iills on this subject. Whenguected

his presence in the meeting of October 10, and heard informetion

)
from him.

According to this meeting, it became knomwn that an order to
close the relocation centers (excepting Tule ILake) will be an-
nounced when the exclusion orders had been lifted. This is not

+a

definitely set at present. But it is nog1be in the next epring.

8¢ It is told thet the Project Director said so.

(The Editor of the Japanese section was present at the meeting

of Block Manapgers on QOctober 10 and heard Mills speak.)
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Some of the sentiments expressed by residents pertaining to
the opening of California and the closing of the centers are
recorded below. These sentiments were recorded between October
10 and VYctober 17.

Nisti male (graduvated from high school this year, and eva-
cuated from Orange County): I don't think we would go back to
California. We lost ‘oub farm equipment, and our land is now
occupired by Mexicans. It's no use to start all over. We don't
have money to get going again. Besides, my parents are too old.

Issei woman (married, about fifty years of age, from Los
Angeles): You talk about closing of these centers. You are
"loyal” to the U. S. You are "ass-kissing" the WRA. That's
no way to be a jJapanese. If you are really a Japanese, you should
hold out to the last day like I would. I am going to stick it
out here. ———(She was talking with another Isseil woman.)

Issel man (educated in a college in Japan, urban gvacuee,
about fifty-five yeers old ): These Issei talk about holding out
in here. That shows how short sighted they are. They are al-
ways like that. They can't see their future. They acted like
that after Pearl Harbor. They said that the United States Govern®
ment could not evaucate Japanese from California, because there
mere too many and it would cost too much money. If they could
see their future a little better, they wouldn't have Suffered
o much in the past. They lacked foresight for the last fifty
years. All they thought about was to go back to Japan after

ma king money in the quickest time. Tf they had planned with

foresight, these Japanese would have been accepted as Americans

long ago. They can't see that the relocation centers could be
irresptective of
¢ loged anytime,nwhether or not the Japanese would stick it out
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here. They don't realize tlrt the @ongress can refuse to ap-
propriat;fgéxt budget for the WRA. If that happens, the WRA
nill not be able to run these centers.

Igsei male (about sixty years old, crippled due to arthritis,
his wife supported their family of four before evacuation):
The Government can't thoow us out of here. They stuck us in
here. I have no place to go. It's the duty of the @overnment
to care us for the duration. (This sentiment is commone.)

Issei male (a bachelor, evacuated from Delano, a migratory
farm hand, about fifty-five years old ): The United States wants

to kick us out of the centers. If the Japanese are kept here

until the end of thﬂwar, the U. S. Government has to pay indem-

nities to us.

iiisei male (about twenty-four years old, evacuated from
lancagter):; It's a good thing thet California will be opened
gsoon. But I have no desire to go back to California. I am fed
up with race prejudice in California. I want to go to the Mid-
dle West and try out my lick this time. If it's no good out there,
I can always come back to Californila.

Issei male (married, about fifty years old, an independent
farmer from ®Brange County): This is another way to make us re-
louate. They failed to relocate Japanegse to the Middle West and
Bagt. %o this 1s the last trumgrzhich the WRA will use to get
us out. If we don't go out, the WRA will be forced to keep
these centers open. (This sentiment is common, too.)

Issel woman (married, about forty-five years old, high

school graduate, evacuated from Los Angeles.):; Nicholson (Her-

bert Nicholson of the Friends Service) told us that the Govern-

ment will bullt a farming settlement for the Japanese. They willl
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be encouraged to farm on Government-owned lands wmith government
loans and government subsidized farm equipment.

Issei male (about sixty years old, produce merchant, no pro-
perty, evacuated from Los Angeles, and has three daughters -- two
of them out of high school and the third in the fourth year of
high school): Well, if the WRA closes the centers, we cannot

help it. (Shikata ga nai) No use to get excited about 1t.

(This sentiment is incrasing now.)

A common sentiment: They can't close these centers all at
one time. Common sense tells that. Anyway, Poston will be the
last center to be closed, Because this is on an Indian Reservation.
Thy shoulé?%orry about the clesing now. It will be a long, long
time yet. (This sentiment is found among Isseil, Kibei, and Nisei.)

Issel male (widower, about fifty years old, evacuated from
Terminal Island): Give us money enough to cover what we lost
at the time of evacuation. Then, I am willing to go out of
here.

Issel middle aged male: These people don't like to be told
that they will have to get out of the camp soon. T'ey don't know
what to do on the outside. They do have chpps on theilr shoulders.
They get all hepped. up if anyone tells them that the WRA will .
fold up. They get all exdited. It's best not to irritate them.

We better hold our tongues.

Nisel male/ (high school senior): 1It's a good nems. That

lagt symbol of the racial discrimination against the Japanese
1s to be eliminated. As far as I am concerned, I wmant to see
back East and Chicago and Detroit. This is a good chance to
see new places. QGuys who have come back from the East talk about

the Detrolt Tigers and the Hotre Dame football team. They talk




about seeing the Chicago Bears (the professional football team)
in action. I want to see them once.

Nisel female (about twenty-two years old, works in the
administration office as a secretary, evacuated from Orange County):
I am a farmer's daughter. I used to help my folks when I was
back home in California. I am bthe only child in the family. I
used to use a team of horses. Ag gsoon as school masg over, I got
out in the fiels, and bunched carrots and turnips and what nots.
I don't want to go back to California, because it means that we
have to go back to farming. That would be about only opening for
the Japanese of our kind. I have had enough experience in sec-
retarial work now. I want to go to the Bast and work in office.
I have passed the Civil Service examination, and I know I can
get a good job. But my folks are old, and my mother is not
strong. iy parents won't let me go out. iy mother would cry if
I begin to talk about relocation. That's her weapon. I always
have to give in to her. But when I think of our future, I am
morried. What can they do when they return to California. They
don't realize that. They often talk about going back to Japan.
But I am not interested in going to Japasn. I want to live in
this country. I feel like rebelling --- I want to break anay
from them sometimes --- but I guess I am not strong enough to

do that. I suppose I will be here till the last day of Poston.

Kibei mho has applied ﬂﬁg/expatristion (about thirty years

o0ld, from Delano): This man expressed that he was fortunate that
he did not have to go out of the camp on account of his appli-
cation for expatrdation. On the other hand, he wags somewhat

worried whether he mould be sent to some other center.
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The committee of the Local Council to select the new chair-
nan for the BExecutive Board met in the afternoon of October 21.

(Gf: October 18, page 4) It chose the followming three candi-

dates:

First choice Keto (the former General lianager of
the Comnunity Enterprises)

Second Choilce Mas Kawashim2 (the former chairman of
the Executlve Board, and the acting
Supervisor of Block Managers, May-June,
1944 )

Third cholice M. Nagai (the
EXecutlve Boar

ormer chalrman of the
) ;

1i3

d
The committee selected four or five men from anmong themseleves

to see Kato. It was reported through grapevine today that Kato

wasg very receptive to the offer and asked for a time to deli-

berate.
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The articles written by liinory Okamoto, Charimsn of the

Unit I Council and Gity lanager, which ran in serial in the Poston
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Chronicle (Qct. 17, October 19, and October 21) are translated
below from Japanese(Cf: October 21, page 1, the second paragraph
As akesuzt of Director liyer's statement and the onoffical

conversation by the Proj Director after the conference _pof , ..
R i R S

Project Directors held in DenWer in September, many wild rumors.

fdema ) are rampant as if Galifornia will be opened tomorrow and

=
i

the majority of the evacuees will 56 thrown out of relocation
centers in the near future. These rumors sre spread as if they
were bibiical truth. It is not my intenfion to correct these
false impressions but I want te express my point of view here.

The return to California depends on &3 decision by the Army.
If so, 1t depends on the developments of the war. I belive the
relocation problems of evacuees, too, viscillate with the develop-

o

rients. A WRA policy is to fieperse*EUﬁing the wartime all the

evacueces in the relocation centers hroughout the

If that 1is impossible, it proposes to relocate os nany Japanese

. \2 : ’ B
a8 possible. ?heahy, it @lans to diminish the reaponsiblity of

the Covernment in regard to the problems of thoge of
ancestry to a minimum after the war.
W"RA. Therefore, it is too obvious a
spendlng an enormous money.and using this method and that method

Acce lerate relocation.

This recent talk of the return to the Pacific GCoast

other example of the WAR to relocate the EVACUEES.
flectlon of the recent hearings (RNV: the interview#af the Pamily
Gounseling program). I have heard that meny residents of this
center are naively thinking that they are willing to returd im=
medlately, 1f the destination wmas +o California, and expressed so
in these hearings.

=
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Is 1t that easy to materialize the return to Califronia?
Even when theg evacuation orders are lifted, posgible to
guarantee safety within that deep-rooted antis«Japanese atmos-
phere?

It 1s self-evident that the WRA will assume its responsibi-
lity for the durstion and after the peace, Wecause the Covernment

had ordered the compulsory evacuation. Therefore, relocation and

the return to California differd4 in words, but they are identi-

cal in thelr purposes. It is the purpose of the WRA to earry
out its responsibility. It is mot impossible to iqagine§ thet

from the standpoint of economy
relocation# centers might be combined anq‘mfpht be ¢loged if
relocatées greatly increased by this method and the center popu-
lations greatly decreased.

T don't doubt the policy of the Covernment to approve those
of Japanese ancestry to return to California. But if Germany 1is
defeated by the next summer end the subsequent war is centralized
in the Pacific, the Pacific Ccast will become the center of mili-
tery operations than before.. I cannot believe that at that time
the Army will approve a mass return of Issei and iIigsei to the Cos

In essence, the WRA desires to decrease 4= residents in the
centers as much ag possible before the peace. hig 18 under-
standable from the fact that the CGovernment fully reali how
diffiecult it is to solve the relocation problems of
with other internal problems gimultaneously wiir in the post-
war days, and the Government wished to solve the Japsnese problem
during the war when frictions are relatively absent other than
in carrying out the mar efforts

From these standpoints we should de

calmly.
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If the percentage of leave from each area is compared with
the percentage of the total population that came from each area,
the two will be found to be remarkably similar. The two figures
do not vary in any case as mush as three per cent. The Anizona
leaves are a little high, but most Arizona people can return to
their former homes whenever they wish. The southern coastal
areas -- Los Appeles, Urange, and San Die po Counties -- had =
slightly higher percentage of leaves during the month than the
percentage of the total population, but the difference is not sig-
nificant. In conclusion, there are no special factors operating
in the case of people from any of the areas.

Of the 158 leaves, 75, or 47.5%, were people with urban
backgrounds and 83, or 52.5%, were those with rural backgrounds.
This was determined by examining not only the pre-evacuation re-
gsidence but also the pre-evacuation occupation of those obtain-
ing leave. In the cage of students and those who had no pre-
Poston occupation listed in the June 30, 1944 census, the occupa-
tion of the head of the family was noted.

Apparently, early departures from Poston were mainly former
city dwellers. 3Some of the appointed personnel may still believe

that urban people ‘make up the majority of those leaving. Figures

on the total number of rural and urban individuals are not awﬂy&—

able; however, considerably more than half of the FPoston population
came from farm areas. *ence, a higher percentage of t hose from
cities are relocating as compared with the percentape of those with

farm backgrounds that relocate.
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A statisfieal study by French,tit led Fre-ﬁyacuation Residence

Poston People Taking Indefinite Leave DnringtSeptehher,_}944,

reprinted below:

From time to time in the past, there has been & consistency
the behavior of people that were evacuated from the same area
the West Coast. This has been demonstrated fn studies made

by analysts in other centers, and can be verifled in a non-

statistical fashion in Poston by questioning anyone familiar
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nith the history of the projeet. One factor, of course, that
hag contributed to the similarities in the behavior of indivi-
duals from the same area 1is the geographle homogeneity of many
of the blocks in Poston.
This study was made in order to learn whether the number of

1

indefinite leaves during this period was particularly high or

low among the people from any of the areas. Had this been the

-

case, me would have analyzed further, using other methods, to

determine the reasons.

We studled 158 infefinite leaves, which was 411 but 21 of
those reported during the month in the daily population summaries
by individuals of the Statistics Section. Of the 21, 20 were
soldiers who went to Ft. Douglag, Utah for active duty in the
Army; the other was & non-resident of the center who changed
from seasonal to indefinite and on whom no information is avail-

-

aple. We included S5 wmho changed from short term to indefinite
leave, 12 who changed from seasonal to indefinite, and 2 who
changed from trial indefinite to indefinite.

The areas chosen mere counties, or groups o
with economic and other interrelationships.
been used in other research that we have done; they were morked
out after careful thought and with consultations with evaucuees

as to their validity.




INDEFINITE LEAVES DURING SEPTEM

Pre-Evacuation Residence  1Mo. of % of 158 1lo. from 4]‘” of total
(by Areas and Towns) Leaves Leaves Area in Postot Population
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Sacramento
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Cut ler
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Lindsey
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Strathmore
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Bakersfield
Lelano
MackFar land

MONTERY-SANTA CRUZ-3SANTA
CLARA-SAN BENITO
Sa linas
Watesonville
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San Jose
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Cupertino
Monterey
Santa Cruz
Hollister
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SANTA BARBARA-VENTURA
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. i/ From an analysis made 1 1s BB68ice of the June 30, 1944 census




105 ANGELES
Los Angeles 2
Westminister
Termlinal I.
Buena Park

Anaheim 6
S8anta Ana &
Hunt ington B. 2
Corona Del Marl
Seal Beach 1
Ta lbert 1
(Ungpecified) 1
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SANDIEGO
San Diego
Chula Vista
Bneinitas
2an jarcos
OQceanghide

SAN BERNADINO-RIVERSIDE
Riverside
San Bernadino
Upland
Thermal

IMBERIAL
Bl Centro
Hotville
Cdlexico
Brawley
Vi land

- es mm e ma e e s = e wm mm e s = == -

ARIZONA
Phoenix
Glendale: /2

Others- POSTON BIRTHS

TOTA LS

/2
— Poston-born babies were included with parents in the

leave figures
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Report on Poston for Week Ending October 15, 1944, written

by David French, the Community Analysis, is reproduced here in
part:

Return to West Coakt: Center Closure

On October 5, Duncan Mills held a meeting with key appointed
staff members to disomss the results of the recent project direc-
tors's meeting. At that time, and during the larger staff meet-
ing on October 7, he made guarded disclosures of the a2dvance
plans that have been made in view of the possibility that the

Army will reopen the West Coast before the end of the war. On

October 5, he met with the community couricilmen, and on October

10, with the Unit I block managers; he told each group approxi-
mately what he had told the staff meeting, namely, that the cen-
ters would close a reasonable time after the Army opens the West
Coast to evacuees. {

To evacuees, center closure and a return to the West Coast
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are not as closely tied together as they seem to be in the minds
of many appointed gtaff members. There were Ilmmedlate and fairly
strong reactions folloming the above meetings§ they concerned

the closene, not the returms. Two schools of thought developed
among the general population. One group, made up largely of those

who mould not mind leaving the center, Insisted that the closin

Ff
would come before the end of the war, perhaps by Merch or June 30,

1945. The other group, mede up to quite an extemt of those who feei
they can't leave, has been trying not to believe in the facts and
rumors of closure; they insist that it won't happen. Arguments
betwmeen members of the two groups have broken out. There is a
belief, not yet well articulated, that Director Myer and Project
Director Head both made pledges that the centers were to lagt at
leagt for the duration. The charge of bad faith, on this basis,
mill be an isgue raised when organized regsistence to eclosure de-
velops. There seems to be little orpanizaﬁion*now, but unfortunate=-
ly, the same effects as those of a formal announcement of center

¢ logure are going to be felt now or soon, whhle the West Coast

is 8t1ll closed and whlle many are stlll unsure of their future

in America.

There has been & rumor that some families, or whole blocks
are packed and waiting to return to Callfopnla, but there seems
to be no foundation for -it.

Two ex-Poston Residents, Jitsuo Kajloka and Henry Sakemi,
visited the project on their way back to their home towns in
California, Both are men that present a pood appearance; trey
will undoubteﬁfly be welcomeed by their old friends and will make

a good impression on new ones. Under the Army's present poliq&y




of 2llowing individual exceptions to the exclusion order, it seems

likely that individuals who are quite Americanized, self-confidemt,
and extroverted will be those who return during this pioneer stage.

Such people are the ones that are applying now, as a matter of fact.
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weekly meeting of the F K Managers waw held in the
conference room of the Unit Administration Building from 9:30
o'clock this morning.
The meeting was mostly spent for routine annofincements.
> Fwo major bus

morning. First, Corlies

~\
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gram Officer the two types of leaves
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Western Defense Command Taking
Return)in the Qctober 10th édition of the

stated that it ws imposgssib agcertain

ons. The WRA did
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Army uses. But, he stated, the
has become very liberal in granting permits

apanese of mixed marriages and the
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have very good chances of returning
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3111l doubtful whether the Armyv would
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have begun to take the offensive again in the Paci-

go back to California, we might be re-evacuated."




the American Frilends Service told me
in the various relocation centers are
They believe that they cannot make living on

gimply refuse to relocate, becawe ™they don't

-

worry about oznnrrow's/'m“esﬂ and

butter." An evacuee

leader, he reported, at Heart Mountain reported-to him that as

70% of the Heart lMountein population are not relocateb

Of course, this figure ineluded those persons

gome bona fide deterrents to relocate. On the other
mie Hirano, the
of the Topaz population was not relocatable.
ioned on this subject, I replied that : least eighty percent
he Poston population are not relocatadb congsidering both

ological and physical deterrents to relocation. Whatever

in the near future, only twenty,per cent of the

Poston population would be able to reloecate in the next

mont hs . ficure is the highest possible rate of relocation

4 L e i

I mentioned this figure to Corlies Carter, the
to Jemes Cramford, the Relocation Brogram Officer, he b
of unrelocatables
astiwvteAWQQ'too low. Carter estimated that at
wmere not relocatahle He thought, even after
liquidation of the WRA centers is announced, at
per cent would remein to the last =T He wasg worried
the WRA should do with these people at the end. Carter wanted
to revise some plans by which the people be convinced that such
a time would come in the near future when the WRA would not have

any money to run these centers. He wanted to put across to the

people that the WRA could not operate the centers when they failed
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As requested b:}’ 5!]I}€I‘Visor, Mills appeared before the

body in the company of Moris Burge. (Cf: October 6, page 1)
]

Nishimoto gave an intorductory speech. "We are honored this
morning with the preeenee of our Project Director and Deputy
Preject Director. As you know, for the pagt several days,

we have been hearing many wild rumors regarding the future of
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the: WRA and the probable return to California. I have traced

these rumors and have found out that some of the Councilmen were
guilty of spreading them. Of course, to have an inside dope on
the WRA elevates one's prestige greatly here, and these Council-
men need such opportunity to raise thelr prestige. Seeing the
activities of these Councilmen, I was convinced that the Block
Managers, too, should have opportunities of spreading rumors,

nstead of belng on the receivling end. Therefore, I have agked
our Director to come to bur meeting and explain about the Denver
conference. I am not expecting our Director to say much, but if
you think up a lot of questions and ask him in a rapid fire
fashion, we might be able to catch him off guard to say something
which he is not supposed to say."
Mills: "I did discuss in confidence with the members of the out-
going council several days ago. I discussed some of the things we
discugsed about in Denver. I reported only those things that I
was authorlzed to @ay with exception, of course, of the key mem=-
bers of my staff. I cannot report everything everythir that had
been discussed in Denwer, since a preat deal of the planning had
been involwed.

"WRA's position in the raising of the execlusion orders

had been very clearly stated. WRA is making, furthermore, no
publlc annouvcement. The WRA 1s not making public any guess,
speculation, or estimation on the date when the order will be
lifted. - I doubt if anyone can say wmhen that date will be.
Speculation, of course, has the effect of causing people who plan
» «» o« wWho are planning to relocate to defer their plans to go

back to the evacuated area. The WRA plans to close the center

+ « » to announce the future closing at the time bhe exclusion

BTt et r-saon
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orders are lifted or soon after that date is something quite

new to most of you. The proposal is to allow what is celled a
reasonable periocd for everyone to make up ngip mind§ whether

it wonld be suitable for him to choose evacuated area or whether
it mould be suitable to choose another area. We are going ahead
to find out. WRA in Washington is pgoing ahead with the Federal
Seeurity Agency and other agencies who would assume responsiblities
for financial and hospital care for the evaucees. The evacuated
area will be on the same bagis as the other parts of the United
States. We are trying to establish some machineries so that

the return to the area will be tregulated and orderly and insure

as best as we can rehabilitation. WRA at that time will take

the position that anyone who wishes to return to the coasf im-

medietely and doesn't reaquire assistence nill be free to go just
the minute he wants to go. Provided he has been granted a leave
clearance. Those persons who require assistance may

schedule thelr returns to fit as best they can be fitted their
plan to a regulated return. I am informed on good esuthority
that the Director in Manzanar last week hed something to say

on it, but I might as well tell before you hear from Manzaenar.
He sald that at least six months will be permitted before the
centers are closed. I think the period will be longer than that.
Of course, he was stating the minimum. . . . It is expected to
have one closing date for the centers. T believe that 1s all

ne were told we could announce.

Nishimoto: There is anxiety-of the part of many evacuees, es-
pecially & those that have been denied of leave ¢ lerances, as
to thelir status in the future. What would happen to them when

the centers are cloged?




OCTBER 10 =~ (4)

Mills: I hoped that gsomething definite could be made at the same

<
time as ragsing the ealnsion orders. At the moment, there 1is

nothing definite I could tell you. The question is $t111 being
studied. |
Shigeml: Are the citlzens and aliens to be treated alike?
Mills: Yes. Except that the Issel, as 1n every case of indefinite
leave for them, must conform to the same provision that the
Immigration and Naturallzation Service prescribes.
Sumida: TIs there any connectlon with the Femlly Welfare Cousel-
ing now for releasing the evayfees?
Mills: I think the Family Coumseling progrsm is very important
with the whole problem because wme feel that through those inter-
views WRA people will be in a better psition to know each family's
sitvation --- to come to their assistance and to advige them,
to help them decide on what they could do in all eircumstances.
Sumida: Didn't Mr. Myer and Mr. Head say that those who wished
to remain in the centers may do so? :
Burge: I told Mr. Mills that I was under the dame impréssion
that Mr. Myer and subsequently Mr. Head said that.
Millg: I would like to have the question checked on.
Shigemi:; When Mr. Head dedicated the adobe buildings (The Poston
I Elementary School), he said these bhlldings would be used
by our great grand children too. (Iaughter)

When the centers are closed, are there any provisions

ing evacuees?
As I said, the WRA 1s only working with the Federal

Security Agency and other agencies and are now trying to for-
mulate plans.

Yaregakl: Hag it been decided that the centers would be e losed
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in March 8f next year?
Mills: Noe.
Ked@¥dif Burge: Better ask same cuestions for April, Vay, June,
and so on. (laughter) |
Kodoteani:; Would you say that in the near future all the centers
will be closed?
Mills: Yes, except Tule Iake.
Kodotanl: If that's the case, what Mr. Myer said might be con-
strued as false.
Mills: Well, let's find out what Mr. Myer said first.

wi't{ /z dnnounced
Tanaka; "hen do you think the date of closing of centergﬁ

I am not allowmed to say that.

We have been hearing rumors of probable cloging of cen-
ters for the last several months. You have been to Denber, and
I am sure that some of the rumors have been confirmed. What part
of these rumors have become definite after the conference?

Well, I prebably did not hear all the rumors.
that California will be opened
November.
Mills: I heard that as a rumor and that is what it still
shimoto: Mr. Sasuga wishes you to speculate.
I am specifically forbidden to speculate.

What aspects are definite?

I shogd say this A in my opinion, it is not absolutely
certain that the military authorities will rescind the exclusion
orders in the near future. The Director (Myer) feels that there

is a strong possiblity. I sHould say further that his mind is

<
firmly made up that when and if the emh}sion orders are lifteé

the centers will be clogsed in dwe course of time.
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What are you going to do with those persons that
applied for expatriation and repatriation?

Mills: I don't have the answer yet. The question is still being

<

studied. I can tell you this much. I think it ie fairly ob-

vious now that there 1s no future large movements to Tule I=2ke.
Fujimoto: When the WRA announces the date of c¢closing --- Suppose
the evauceees refuse to go out on that date. What are you going
to do with them?

Mills: That is a very interesting aquestion.

Nishimoto: Oh, you are not prepared to answer that question this
morning, are you?

Jm .
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bDuring the conference of the appointed staff this afternoon,
Mills announced that the members of the staff would be Interviewed
individually by social workers to plan their futures after the
liquidation of the WRA. It would be pattermed after the Pamily

Planning Survey, which is conducted at present for evacuees. Wills

stated that the surwey was for the purpose of making ad justment

them
by the staff after the liguidation easy. He assurédAthat no

would be terminated by the WRA before its closing (excepting in-
competency), but they would be allowed to tresnsfer to other rovern-

mental agencies.




Burge believed that a great portion of evacuees would re-
main in these centerg after the Pacific Coast mas declared open

. to them. =He could not agree with the WRA estimate that the centers

could be closed sometime after the opening of California, he}:tated.

"Mr. liyer refused to believe that these people don't mant to go
out of centers,” Burge reported. "He thinks that most of these
people will go back to California soon after the opening. I am

sure he will be greatly disappointed."”




OCTOBER 7 == (1)

Gerry Wumino, the Adminfistrator of Unit III, relocated to

’PQf Ll f\y‘ r
¥V : s ~
Giste=go. He left on the special ;aln on October 3.

The office of Unit III Administrator has not been filled
yet. It was reported that Burge went to Camp III early leat week
and canvassed the opinions of evacuees holding the administrative
positions iIn the various sections and divisions in the Unit III.
The residents, however, are sceptical of such voting, becuase those
holding the positions are the ones who had been appointed by Wumino
and have been regarded as Wumino supporters. It mas told that
much jockeying around is going on Unit III at present for the

position of Administrator.
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Chamberlain, therefore, failed to accomplish his mission, but

he left the papers with the Japanese so that they could sign it should

they change thelr minds.
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One Chamberlain, an attache (civilian) to the Commanding

General of the Western Defense Command, flew to Blythe, Calif.,
)rtSer/e\ Y
where he was met by Duncan Mills. As soon as he reached Poston,
7o Je@ g L
he requested, thes e five persons that had filed an unjgftinn sult

against the Commend. (Cf: September 19, page 3) To the plaintiffs
epers to have them gign. He explained that the paper
acknowmléddge the willingness by each of them to have his case
gated by the Army. On reading, it reavealed that it wag an
agreement whereby he woulﬂ‘ﬂgree to abide by all the regtrictions
Imposed by the Army and the Presidential Proc lamation to the Japanege
5
until his case was cleared by the Army. Elmer Yamamato comtrneﬂ the
documént as to mean that each of the plaintiffs would be bound by
11 the restrictions individually in addition to the general appli-
cation to the Japanese. That is to say, he believed that by sign-
ing the document his freedom to move to Californla would be denied
1f the general prohibition to return to California was 1lifted. 1In
such a cagse, other Japanese would be free to return, but the five
persons could not do so just because of the sepasrate agreeménts.
Yamamoto also reasoned that the document was a result of The Army's
intention to pass its judgement on each individual, and the Army
had no intention to allow a mass return of the Japnese. The pur-
‘)owev@r i

pogse of the SniR mas, to test the legality of barring the Japanese

California, and it was alming at the mass return.

Libertles Union at Los Ahceles on the matter. Wirin, according to
Yamamoto, was very much surprised of the fact that the Army sent
1ts representative to Poston without his knowledee. The attorney
instructed the five Japare se not to gign the papers, and told the

repregentative of the Western Command to get in touch with him.
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An TIssei widow, who has two daughters and one boy, came back
from a Family Counseling Survey interview. She told me of her
experience. She was asked if she wanted to resume the job she
held before the war. She replied affirmatively. The interviewer
agked her what she was doing. Then, she replied that she wasg
working in a cannery 4t Terminal Tsland. The interviewer told her
that her chance of golng back to California wasg very slim; if fact,
it would be too dangerous to return to California in the near
future. She wasg advised to plan to relocate somewhere in the
Middle West for the sake of her physical safety. At the end of
the interview, she sald that she did not know anything to do to

earn her living. Therefore, she said, she could not go to any-

where else but Terminal Island, and came out of the office.

HA LI
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Dorothy Stevick, one time +he secretary to Wede Head and
the present Executive Secretary of the Leave Clearsnce Board,
visited San Francisco recently. She talked with many people,
including Chester Rowell, and gained an impression that & group
of people, although small, is vigorously fighting the battle for
the Wisei. The majority of people, however, geemed to have for-

gotten the Japenese problem. california cleaned the Japanese out,
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the populations of more than 150 persons are unaffected; new cuotes
were worked out for the blocks with the populations less than
150 persons. The committee p%aa proposed to limit the number of
male workers ander 65 years of age in each messhall.

6 The committee plan was adopted by the general meeting
of the special block rapresentativesx amid streneous oppositlons
from several blocks, which are to be affected by the plan.

7. No one seemg to know how the adopted plan is to be en-

forced. The seweral blocks, which opposed to the plan, are re-

solving not to abide by it. They are saying, "Try and make us.”
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This 1s a resumé of what happened to the idea of combining

of the messhalls. It came back to where it started frem.

l. Mills wrote a memorandum dated August 28 to the Man-
power Commisslion. It 1is doubtful whether Mills himself conseived
the idea or, as it is popularly believed, Okamoto instigated Mills
to send the memorandum.

2. The Manpewer Commission realized that it was too big a
problem for the group to decide one way or another. It sent
the matter to each Unit.

3. Okamoto announced the proposal to the Block Managers and
the Local Council. He called a meeting of the special block re-
presentatives.

4. The special block representatives were opposed to the
plan of combining the messhalls. They were in favor of some al-
ternative plan to divert manpower from the messhalls to other
diwisions.

5. The 8pecial block representatives could not agree on
any alternative plan. They selected a specilal committee to study

the problem.

5. The special committee made a sliding scalﬁlé%rthe number

of workers according to the size of messhalls. The blocks with
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and 1ts people are used to the absence of the Jepanese nowm. They

more or less believe that the evacvation was a good riddance of
getting

bad rubbish. Although they arqﬂacutely congcious of coming Negro

problem, they are reluctant to face the old Japanese problem again
by allowing them to return to California. She was of the opinion
than it would be much better all way around if the Japanese could

scatter and relocate in the Middle West and the East.




75‘“.;‘_%““3“', Supervisor reported the diff‘lﬁculty of sending the freight

w"‘:r‘f“'] belonging to those who hed relocated. The relocatees had left
SLFﬁ:ahﬂ.lz their bapggagesand crates expecting the Leave Office to ship
them to their destinations. Becauge of the present labor short-
age, the shipments had been delayedfisome case;:as mich as several
weeks. WMany crates and boxes were belng left untouched in the
blocks. Iast week, the ILeave Office requested some eleven Block
Menagers to donate thelr services for a day to pick up and load
in freight cars those crates and boxes left behind by the relocatees
in thelr blocks. Superviosr Nishimoto, howmever, refused to let
the Leave Office utilize the Managers on the ground. that the
work was not within the duty of Block Managers.
The Leave Office, then, contacted City Manager Okemoto, who
recruited the Firemen not on duty to do the work for tle day.
Now, Okemoto thought 1t was a good idea to utilize the offaduty
Firemen for the work in the future. (The Fieemen work 12 hours
one day, and do not wmork at all the next day.) But, he believed
they should be compensated for the extra work. He worked out
a plan whereby a family relocating would pay a certain set amount
of money if they wanted their boxes shipped out quickly. The

rate was set as one dollar for a famlly head and fifty cents for
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each of the accompanying famlly members. That is to say, if a
relocating family consisted of one family head and four other
members, it would cost them three dollars to have thelr boxes and
crates taken to Parker and loaded on a freight car. According to

4he Okamoto's plan, when a famlily refused to pay the fee, their

freight would be left here until the Leave Office could mange to

ship it out. The plan received approval of the Managers, and
Okamoto was requested to complete its details.

The meeting was ad journed at 10:30 A. M.
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NEWS RELEASE (9/7/44)
The U.S. Army 1sloffering Civil Service appointments to in-

terested evacnees at the Tooele Ordhance Depot, 37 miles from

salt Lake City, Uteh. The job offer is limited to Nisel men who

will take their familles with them. However, Issel members of the
famlly are welcome. The work consists of handling ammunition rang-
ing from 30-caliber rifle bullets to 4-ton bombs. All of the ammuni-
tion, with the exceptim of rifle cartridges, have no detonators and
fuses and, as a result, the work is not harzardous. The wage rates
per hour are 77¢,82¢/,867,987,and 95¢ depending upop ability and
length of time employed. The staring wage of 77# may be raised, if
the worker shoms himself capable of performing the mork, to the sec-
ond bracket at the end of 60 or 70 days. Subsequent promotions to
higher brackets are available at the end of gsimilar lengths of time.
Housing is availabde from $28 to $38 per month. All furniture
is included, with the exception of dishes, blankets, silverwmare,
and such personal household apﬁértenances. These, howewver, are
available from the Depot at a rental fee of a dollar per month.
The Army 1s prepared to furnish the worker and all memberd of his
family with identification badges showing them to be essential
war workers. Community sentiment of the nearby towns has been
completely investigated andhs found satisfactory both by the Army
and the War Reloecation Authority.
Draft deferments will be requested for 2ll men 26 yearsg of
age or over who have dependents. (Colonel Meek informs us thet the
Ordnance Depot hes a very excellent working relationship mith the
local draft board in obtaining such deferments.

The houses are of conerete block construction and are ade-

Quately furnished with coal stoves, ice boxes, mater heaters, and
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A letter from a former Poston girl who has relocated to
Chicego in June 1s reproduced below:

7 « « o I imagine the block has become quite lonesome with so
many people relapating esch week. It won't be dong ti11ll you'$h
be coming out too, I suppose. There seems to be quite a few
Issels in Chicago now as I see them wherewer I go. And they'ré

. dreased rather nice too so they don't look so conspicuous.

"Since coming out here I haven't had much time to go places.

In faet, I haven't gone shopping downtown yet. Went to a movie

once with my brother and to a ball game also. The only time I get

to go out 1s on Sunda%-afternoon, and that is to the park, which 1is
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for Glenn's (her baby) sake.

"e « o I=ast Sunday we all went to see the Nomura's (the

former Unit Admnistrator) and gosh, she wasg so disgusted and d4s-

appointed, she felt like erying. I don't blame her, becaws e
her apartment is so small and crowded compared to ours. I al-
ready changed ou)® place , because 1t was crowded, dirty, and incon-
vinient until I sawall the other people's homes. We really have
a pretty good place, except for the sharing back room. « +
'0h, a couple of weeks ago C, Frank, Allen, George and VYiola
(her friends in the same block at Poston) stayed over the week
end and boy, was I busy. I almost went crazy, but 1t was worth
I really felt lost and lonely
it becausgAafter they left again. C hasn't changed a bit. She sti}}
talks big and she sure has her future all figured out. I hope
it turns out that way.
"The Miourasg(also lived in the same block) live around the
conner. I see them quite often. Mrs. lMioura seems bored with nothing

t0 d0s o v "
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The following paragraphs are the translation of an article

that appeared in the Rocky Shimpo of the AU}Q& 18th. This article

reflects the prevalent attitude on the matter among the Isseil
and mosat of the Kibeil.

"This isjstory I heéa from a visitor from Boulder. This
is a good lesson for those planning relocation in the future in
selecting their jobs. He was born in Japan. He 1s a professional
man who graduated cdllege in this country. He hasd a special
gkill. This ia his true story; so it is a naked truth.

"This men went to a relocation center from the Coast. He
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was employed at the Boulder college as a Japanese language ins-
tructor last year and went there. That was motivated in a way
by hls desire to rejoin his children, who were all in Denwer.

But soon after he went there, his eldest son was drafted, and his

second son ked pasgsed his pre-induction physicaqthis year and

would be called for active service any time. In this predicament
he was déischarged from the college because of the curtailment in
the number of employees. He thought nothing of this, for we—is
he is a professional manﬂgf special skill. On this occasion he
planned to start a business independently in Denver. But, I'll
tell you something! He was refused of the business license due
to hignggfn status. In addition, one of his chilren was refused
of entrance into a medical college becafise of his ancester being
Japanese.

"What do you think of his reaction to these? Because he is
wéll educated and because he 1is aﬁ technical expert he criticized
bitterly and secathingly the inconsistencies of the Ameriecan
authoritlies for disceriminating against the enemy aliens. His
bitterness wag much greater than that of an average men. Simul-
taneously he reali;ed acktely that he is a Japanese; his race
consciousness was awakened. As I said the other day, I don't
need to quote General DeWitt; but Japs are Japs just the same.

We are Japs just the same whether we are well educated or we

are illiterate. Since then his ways of thinking changed; he is
re-examining the steps he has taken when he relocated for the first
time. I don't hhink he is a sole exception; there are others who
are frustrated from the inconsistencies under similer circumstances.

Thos who might reloccate in the future ought to deliberate every

angle thoroughly. They should choose their jobs well. Otherwise




Heyano, the Assistant Director of Educetion, returned from

Chicago a few days ago. He had been on the outside ofi shert term

leave. He said that the most critical problem for those relocating

is housing. He noted that it was very difficult for the ﬁapanese
medeur Al bracka?.

to rent a house in the middle breseket—rentsld. He thought it would

not be so hard to find an apartment which rented for one hundred

dollars a month or over. The owners of higher rental houses were

willing to rent their property to the Japanese, he observed while

in Chicago. He leased an apartment house, which he intends to

operate as soon as the summer season is over. He returned here

to take his famlily out in the fall.

He said that Little Tokyo might be created on Clark Street
near Chinatown, although he believed the chance was slim. He
noticed many empty sbbepes near Chinatown and these storepooms
might be occupled by the Japanese soon.

He believed that there agg a lot of jobs for the Japanese,
even for the Issel. He could obsgserve little racial discrimination;

dany
if there werﬁ, it wes not any worse than that of the pre-war days

ety
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they will face unsolvable dilemmas in the end. Of course, those

be
who wilE4able to makémg their livings by manual labor are an

exception.”
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in ILos Apgeles. He advised all middled aged or younger Issel
to relocate. He did not see much opportunities for the older
Issel on the outside. He noted that there were enough jobs for

every Japanese, although it might be difficult to find a good,
lucrative job at the beginning.

(Hayano is an Issel licensed arthitect, evecuated from Los

a
Angeles. He 1s forty-four years old, with&wif& and four children.

The eldest of his children 1s nine years of age, and the youngest

about two years old.)
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Merch 4, 1943

Dillon 2. Myer
Director of WRA

New Interior Building
Washington, D. C.

Subject: Transportation Expenses to Destination and Temporary Loans
Dear Iir. Myer:

Oyr Council favors your program of mass relocation. There are
gseveral delicate questions in connection with reloecation that should
be given consideration and attention.

The evacuees in our Center are mostly from Ios Angeles and smaller
communities where they were working for Causasians Br for their

own friends. Immediately following Pearl Harbor, many of the evacuees
lost their jobs; others who were engaged in business suffered losses
from December 7, 1941. For the most part, all of the evacuees,

with the possible exception of the farming population in our Center,
were restricted to home because of travel restrictions and time

limits imposed by the Western Defense Command preculeded going

to work in their accustomed vocetions.

From the earlier part of January, 1942, most of the evacuees here
have been without work; what 1little resources they had was spent

in living expenses from January until may when they were finally

sent here, and in byylng merchandise and commodities that hhey

anticipated for use after arriving in Poston.

It is a fact that many more people might be willing to be relocated
if transportation expenses were allowed to their job destination
from Poston. It might help matter if a temporary loan could be
advanced to evacuees without funds but who have a proven record of
integrity and honesty and cen supply reliable co-signers on a
promissory note.

Economically speaking, 1t might prove cheaper to provide traveling
expenses and risk a small loan for those who are eligible and
worthy than to continue supporting them in Cemters.

This letter was discussed in a regular meeting and it has the
unanimous approval of the Temporary Community “ouncil of Unit I.
Will you kindly give this letter your attention and please give
usa an early reply.

Very truly yours,

/s/ Franklyn S. Sugiyama
Chairman, Temporary Community Council

/s8/ Dr. N. Mizushima
Chairmen, Issel Advisory Council
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Two visitors came to see me. They are,from Detroit. One

A
1s George Oki, the former Block Manager of Block 46, who relocated

last November. The other is Yukawa of Block 5, the former Menager.
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The latter, an “ssei, visited his children now in Detroit and
Cleveland.

Oki sald he had never encoé&ered unpleagant experiences on
the outside. There were many opportunities to make money. He
sald he was accepted as an American cltizen amd enjoyed his stay
in Detroit. He went to any restaurant in the city without being
discrimlinated, although Negroes are not gettling so equal a chance

ag Nisel socially. He pointed out, however, the Neg g8 are

4
having;%asier time getting into defense works, while the Nisel are

meeting a difficluty in obtaining a Provost i""?au:'slmalls clearance.,
He sald he waited s8ix months for such a clearance, but he has not
gotten it yet. He has glven up the hope of gettling it now. He
commented on the Ne%@@ situation thus:'T am glad I wan't born a
Negpo."

Although Oki talked a great deal about his belng accepted by
the public, he mentioned in his next breath that he #8s often
mistaken for a Chinese and he thought he was passed for a Chinese-
Americani Hls statement gave me an impression that he was sceepted
on the outslide as a Chindse-American instead of as a Japanege~-
American. "The people out thers can't make a difference between
the Japanese and the Chinese,"” he said. "They think the Japanese
have buck teeth and horn rimmed glasses, ag they see them 1n
the newspaper cartoons."

Yukawa, on the other hand, disliked hhs stay on the outside.
He encountered a series of disagreeable experiences. For example,
when he went into a Barber shop for hair-cut, the barﬁer said
he had a few customers waiting for their turns ahead ﬁf him, al-
though there was no one in the shop. As he mas walking out of

the place, the barber stopped him and said, "Are you a Chinese?"
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YSure, I am a Chinaman,” replied Yukawa.

"Come on," shouted the barber. "Sit on this chair. TI'll
work on you."

At another time Yukawa was looking for the main office of

the Posqﬂffice in Detroit. He could not find it and asked one

0ld woman on the street. She stated at him and then said, "I
suppose you are a Chineseé. <You are all right. If you are a Jap,
I'1l slap your face and knock your head with a bottle." She
directed him to the Post Office. Yukawa was very uncomforéable
in her presence and fled away from her as soon as he had gotten
the direction.

Yukawa said that he emperienced similar incidents quite often
while on the outside. He said thet relocation is all right for
the Nisel but the “sseil have no business to go out. The feeling
toward the fssei is very bad. It was especially bad during the
recent War Bond Drive with the propaganda that fanned hatred toward
Japan. He could not see any chanece of the outside sentiment toward
the Iseel improving in the future.

The Japanese are having difficulties in finding the places
to live. The house owners are not willing to rent their houses
to the Japanese. It is common that the Japanese houge hunter
hag the door shut in his face several times before he ggg!find
a house.

"There is an Interesting story I heard from my daughter who
works in the WRA office in Detroit," Youkawa gaid. "One refined
woman came to the office. She sald she wanted to hire a help for
her home. After looking over the names agfd qualifiecations of
geveral Nisei, she asked whether the WRA did not have anybody be-

sides Japanese. She did not went to hire any Japanese in her
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home ."
Many Caucasians do not wish to hire Japanese as domgiics.
They sometimes hire them half-heartedly. Dut when they have had
Nigsei girls for some months, they arg%‘e‘a&ﬁ{: much satisfied with
the girls. They often wrdte to the WRA office thanking its ser-
vice for supplyling the Nisel girls to them. The Nisei aré es-
tablishling a ggod reputation as competent, deligent domestiecs.
In the secretarial field, too, the Nisei girls are more +hd»
gatisfactory. They are well liked, because they are consclentious
workers. They are willing to work overtime without complaints.

The employers are depending greatly on the Nisei girls now.

"If this continued for another fifteen years,” Yukawa thought,

"t he Japanese-American#will establish a solid, enviable niche

in the Middle West and the East.”
Yukawa, however, emphatically relterated that he would ad-
vice any Issel who might ask for his advice, against reloccation.

"The Issel's place is;?he relocation center” he conecluded.
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The letter from Tom Sakai, the former Block Managers' Super-
visor, dated August 9 is reprinted here in part:

"It is 7:40, Monday August 7th as I start off this lettery
to you in the lunch room of the company where I am working. It
is almost three months since I left you all, my home, my friends
and Poston. Pitting here this early morn, pictures of you all
come vividly before my eyes. D wlth his irfesistable pipe, Mr.
Sumida with my hat, P, her charming smile, G,his corny jokes,
T, her sweet personality, K, my "henpecker” and hard working T.
I wish I were with you once again for even a day. Those days will
never be forgotten and I guess no matter how many months and years
go by, the memory of you all, the block managers, the fun, the
knocks, the work we went through we remain indélible in my memory.

TIt's three months now and my impression of relocation, the
struggles, the hardwork before we can get anywhere has made
definite impressions on me. The picture isn't rosy, far from it.
Well, before I start, I had better work 4 hours for the whistle
will blow in another 5 minutes.

"This is noon hour. You should hear the chatter, laughter
and the noise that the hundreds of people are making. In the long

table in front there must be about 20 nigeis chattering away. So

far I've mﬁ/?G no attempt to get acquainted except the few that

work nearby. “nough 1s enough.
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"How is housing? lougher, and I do mean it's tough. It's
almost impossible to get decent housing. I know friends that
have searched and searched, answered ads, put dn ads and no suc-
cess. Even two room apartments are scarer. Just imagine and yet
people coming from Cleweland say it's tougher there. Then teo,
another factor, the Hearst newspaper entered into the already
complicated situation with banner headline of 'Japs pouring into
the City and the depreciation of real estate due to the influx.

"There are plenty of jobs here especially for fellows.
Average wage I would say is about 75 cents for fellows. It isn't
ag easy for the girls for very few care to do defense work. There

are quite a few of the lower paying secretarial jobs --- $256 - 30

--- but I think it's tough to find a good paying secretarial job

at the start. ‘T and XK, I don't think a few more months of Poston
would hurt if you are improving. For a girl who doesn't care for
gsecretarial or defense jobs, I think she will be a trifle dis-
sappointed with relocation for all is not glory. There's a lot

of ¢1¥J{ griefs and heart aches involved to00. « . "
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Excerpts from the uommunity Analyst's "Buddhism in Poston"

are reprinted here:

Poston had its largest population in August, 1942, numbering
17,942. Of this total population, seventy per cent were followérs
of Buddhim. According to the Buddhist priests, approximately
fifteen per cent of the Buddhist families have transferred to
Christianity or dissoclated themselves from Buddhimm, becuase
they feared thas the government authorities would send the family
heads to internment camps. After these changes it wasg estimated
that about fifty-five per cent of the total population, or
3,500 members, including 1,500 Nisel, were still Buddhist. Some
of the members have relocated, and at present, there are about
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1,200 Nisei members left in camp.

Most Caucaslans regard Buddhism as a religion for Qrientals
only, but the teaching of Buddha 1s universal and acceptable to
any race. Buddhism was founded in India, and from there it
traveled to Burma, @hina, Horea, and Japan. Iater, it was brought
over to America during the immigration of the Japanese. There
are several thousand Cuasasians in America who are members of various
Buddhist Chmrches. Japanese Buddhig® is divided into thirteen
important sects and fifty-six lesser ones under these. Five
of the sects are common in the United States. Of the thirteen,
there are only three, the Shin-Shu, Singon-Shu, and Nighiren-Shu
sects that are organized in Postone.

There are a total of eleven priests belonging to the three
organized sects. Since there are no churches or priests for the
others, suchas Sodo-Shu and Jodo-Shu, the members of these sects
must attend the churches of One of the three mentioned above.
Therefore, it is almost impossible to ascertain the number of
members in these unorganized groups. . . . |
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The memorandum lssued by the Leave Off: on the Seabrook

»~
Farm offer 18 reprimited here in éﬁiﬁ:

' . the followming to quote from a le address to
Duncan 1i] Project Dix ector by Geopge | 3_ . and Thomas
Masuda (the Chariman of the Co ﬂmMﬂLf Youn ) which pregants
guilte full the exXceptional opportunit;es Ffered r re locatilon
of people from this Project.

s

.
i

The S _a] ok Farms opera te a
of tflC& rot Theg also purchase srops
They have arce ceunar?' erean anc
storage plant, employing'abou Q,UOu in
pe@ig of the seagon, with abhout 2,000 en

The housing facilities are unusually good -- there belng very

clean, modern dormitories for men and women, and 4 and 5-room
cottages for Lawllles °t very reasohable rent. The food 1ls ex=
cellent and , served in a very clean, up-to-date cafe-
' Good schools and stores are a&leo
heliseve tha his is a good opportu-
ey% here for e following reasons:

employment of all types -- mechanlics

: help, harvesting help, cannery workers
ﬁ%mmers of the family.

among employees appear to be very good.

faeilities are very good and convenient.

to a large clty for shopping purposes.

large that individuals may put 1in as
desire, and there are possiblities of
higher positionse.




Recreational fa
entertainment
having a popule
Hourly buses |

o . ok Farm has been
here | b agt three de to get families to reloecate
to the Hew Je: y farm (4 50 miles from Philadelphia).

gffors has not been wery successful so

he salgned up 60 persons. 1In Camp III he re 1 an unusually
cold receptions The young men who mere scheduled to come in for
interviews played baseball on the outside of the office and did

not come in until very much after the appojnted time.

blew up and left Camp ITIL. This morning, I was told, the

Managers' Supervisor of Un IT tried to make a reapphintmer
he would ha another opportunity to spea?
refused to budge.

In Camp I, too, reception has not been e:thnaia;i
of the advance publicity.

FParegells expres h; ligcust to some evacued that he had
not known that t panese have been acting in this manner of late

eglsting the opportunities to rehabllitate on the ou
He had known these people (He wasg in Japan

by Y » b9 S
industrious and de¢ligent, but he could not

in these people here,




John Powell told me that he wss called to Washington to

help dispose 1,300 leave clearance cases pending. A great pro-

portion of these cases are from Poston. The jﬁy/office in Washing-

ton nede a frantic call for help. Powell expects to leave Ppston
apout July 25 and to return here in the middle of September.
yasterday :
According to Powell, Poston receivedda new list of names which
had been placed on the stop list yesterday. The number of persons

on the stop list in this center is as high as 1800. 1liogt of these,

howmever, are those who have applied for repatriation or expatriation.
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Okamoto made a report to the meeting of the Local Council
on June & that he had heard from a reliable source that Japanese

would be allowed to return to California by this September and

that all relocation centers except four including Tule Iake would

preYiysous
be closed in 1945. On the wexi day he appeared before the Block

lfanagers and made a2 simllar report.

It is reported now that Okamoto and his ecligque wanted to
formulate an elaborate plan as to the return of the Japanese
to California. He dreamed of making a step-by-btep proposal
to the WRA and wanted to lead the contigent to California. How-
ever, he was surprised that the news was recleved with indif-

to the WRA

ference and could not get any support for presentingAhis plan

of how the Japanese be returned to California. Due to this cold

reception he gave up his ambition of becoming "savior'".
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llfas Kawashima left on seasonal labor for 2 town near Ogden,

. Utah, on June 29.
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ag followms:

(L) Those leaving for Phoeni® on June 28
duction physicals will not be inducted unt

for théir pre-in-
1 A
contrary to a popular camp belief.

a later date,

(2) Because of an overflow relocatees. on June 27, 2

;5 & .8pecial
thorough car to Chicago was prepared for June 29 to accommo-
date all those who wish to leave Poston before the freezing
of all departures from here.
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Roy Tazawa, an Issei who was termed ae pro-Japan by Norris
James in his report on the November strike, had been on the stop
list and recently was given his leave clearance. Tazawa claimed
that he had not known why he was on the sopt list; the guestions
dering the hearing failed to reveal the nature ofFuspicion offi him.

Tazawa was & "lieutenant” for Rev. Mitani from the beginning

in the coqgrative movement here, and now occupied the position

of the Executive Secretary of the Go%érative Board of Trustees.

He was offered a job by both the Rocky Shimpo and the Colo-
rado Times in Denver as a reporter, which pays $175 a month. (An
unusavally high wageg for a reporter on Japanese newgpaper. It
is probably accounted by the wartime condtion.) He cannot, how-
ever, leave Poston to Denver for the reporter job because of some
technical difficulties in getting his permit. He told me that
he would leave to some city in the Middle West as a farm worker,
and would route bagk to Denver.

RSB LA TR 1

Both Nomura and Kawashima have been in the dark as to why
they had been placed on the stop list beyond the fact that fU¢
somebody had made adverse reports on them. I suspect that the

Jwdg g Fror
informer they are searching was Norrls James s the
content of his strike report.
e S R S R R R BT
r&turned

Several persons who had been-baek from Denver, Salt Iake City,
or Chicago have been reporting that vicious types of "corner
- boys" and "gangs" of Nisei mere developing in those cities. They
saw the gangs go around after midnights and pick up gang fights

on the street or pick on some unfortunate individual. They also

added that Nisei in Zoot Suits are numeroug in the cities and hasme
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David French, the Community Analyst, expressed his opinion
on relocation thus:

It 1s same as emigration from the-old country. You can't
send every one out of these centers. The young and more vigorous
will go out, and some of them will call their parents or their

wives and children to their new homes. This is a common phe mome -

non among the immigrant groups. But just as you can't emmigrate

every one out of the old country to the new country, you can't

relocate every one out of relocation centers.
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been increasing dteadily in number. They expressed their concern

that these delinquent young men might become an early factor in

creating anti-Japanese agitations there.
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The following article appeared in the Los Angeles Times of
the April 19th edition:

Bricker Favors Local Action on Jap Question

Resettlement of the Japs after the war is a mgtter best left
to each community, Gov. John W. Bricker of Ohio said yesterday.

This, his first expression on the controversial issue of
what to do with the erstwhile California Japs, was #¥de at a
meeting of Town Hall at the Biltmore and in a statement issued
earlier in the day.

'It would be a realistic solution," He said, ~* prevent ing
disorders and racial tension. It might slow down the release of
the Japs from the relocation centers, but it would make for a
gafer and sounder prodedure.

"It is of national interest that admitted disloyalists be
kept interned and under the strictest surveillance for the
duration and that after the war they be sent back to Japan.

The other Japs ought to be closely matched after they are releasged
from the relocation centers. 4nd, before then, a more careful
investigation of their loylaty and their record should be made

80 that no disloyalists slip by the authorities. That some of
these have gotten out is indicated by the anti=American demons-
tration of 28 Japs inducted as U.S. soldiers at Ft. McClellan,
Alabama, who refused to salute the flag and disobeyed orders.

"As a law-abiding nation noted for its tolerance, me cannot
lgnore the consfitutional rights of the Jap-American citizens.
llany of them have demonstrated their loyalty to the United States
and have contributed to the war effort. At the seme time we
cannot ignore the fact that the bestial treatment of American
citizens and prisoners of war by the Japs has kindled a flaming
resentment among our people. It is up to us to prevent this
hatred from finding expression in revenge against innocent and
patriotic Americans."”
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The Los “ngeles Times in its April 17th edition reported as

follows:
Leglon Leaders Denounce Ickes for Nisel Views

Following its policy of opposi g the return of Japanese
to the Pacific Coast area, the executive committee of the
American Legion meeting in the City Hall yesterday denounced
Harold L. Ickes, Secretary of the Interior and director of the
War Relocation Authority, and demanded his resignBation as head
of the W.R.A.

The denunciation was contained in a resolution peesented
by Frederick E. Hoar of Bakersfield, chairmen of the Americanlsm
Commission.
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The resolution is based upon numerous quotations by Ickes
published April 13 in which he placed the problem of rehabllita-
tion of Yapanese upon residents of California, Washington, and
Oregon, with the statement: "To a large extent it 1s their problem
to see that Japanese evacueg are restored to normal living soon
after the war ends.”

The resolution further quotes Ickes as saying: "I lkmowm of
no virus in these three States which has Infected them so that

they must be treated differently than the Yapanese-Americans who
reside in other States and that it is intolerable to think that
decent people would suggest that this nation would for a moment
consider sending loyal Americans of Yapanese descent th a land
which they have never seen and In which most of them have no
interest.”

The resolution took as a personal insult to the American
Legion another remark attributed to Ickes in which he was qgoted
as saying that he was "particularly grateful to those groups and
individuals of the West Coast who have been brave enough and
Christlan enough to speak out against the vindicative, blood-
thirsty onslaughts of professional rece mongers.”




y S S A
. W h‘ The followlng article appeared in the Los éngeles Times of
April 16th edition:
Federation Acts to Halt Return of Japs to Coast
Los Angeles Di}strict Federation of Women's Clubs has gone
one record as opposed to return of Japanese or Japsnese-Americans

to the West Coast for the duration. Such a resolution was
adopted at the recent meeting of the district board.

The club also recommends that control of Japanese in the
United States be transferred from civilian to military authority.
It urges that, after the war, Congress expatriate all Nisei convitted
of disloydlty and expel from the country all Jap aliens. It
demands that Congress institute an exhaustive study which will
lead, af any evenh, to control of Japanese alien after the war.

This resolution will be considered by the convention of the
General Federatlon in St. Louls April 24, and will be presented
to all member clubs of the district at the convention here
-E'Ta'y 17 and S SR
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The fodlowing letters have been borrowed.

WAR RELOCARTION AUTHORITY
Washington

n

Relocation Planning Yommissi
Center

Colorado River Relocation
Foston, Arizona

0]
g

THROUGH DUNCAN MILLS, ACTING PROJECT DIRECTOR

In re: Relocation as Affecting Return of
Japanese-American to the West Coast

Gent lemen;

The statement 1is often made by evacuees that return to the
West Coe st Area would be easier and quicker for them 1if they
remaln in Relocation Centers. llany have requested some statement
on what must ber ecognized by all as an exceedingly difflcult
subject on which to make any predictions. Of this much we can
be certain, that no advantage can result from continued center
residence, when such return becomes possible. The 2dbvantage of
making every possible effort to resettle now, and thus establish
a place for vapanese-Americans in the life of normal American
communities, in terms of the contribution that they can and should
maﬁe, will in turn make for a mpre likely acceptance by the people
of the West Coast later.

Refusal to accept a share of the responsibilities and possible
hardships of such community life during wartime, and insistence
on need and demand for just those skills and services that cen-
ter residents can supply, will,’in the public mind, certainly
not enhance or improwe the status of those who otherwlse may
be able to return to theilr homes and property on the West Coast.

You can be assured that center residents do not lose thelr
ligel residence in the States from which they were evacuated
meee ly because they relocate. If they intend or hope to retigen
to their former homes when military pestrictions are lifted, Whey
should maintain their voting privileges in those States by comply-
ing with the provisions of the State laws governing registration
and absentee voting.

Sincerely,

/s/ D. S MWyer
Director

Colorado River Relocation. Center
Poston, Arirona

April 10, 1944
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Len Nelson was worried that the number of weekly departures

on indefinite leaves have decreased greatly. He saild he watches
the departures on Tuesdays (onﬁspecial through traimg to Chicago)
closely. In the past it numbered one hundred persons or more,

but 1t dropped to forty last week.

fills told me that the Community VYouncil members had approached
1im with a gquestion mhether the curtailment of employment was one
of the WRA steps to force relocation. They believed that the WRA
would make the evacuee life unpleasant and uvncomfortable here to
ma(ﬁ the people relocate. Hiille agsked me if that belief was strong
among the residents here. I replied that many hold that belief,
but it mas not sp alarming as in other centers.+: For instance, I
stated, in Topaz and Minidoka the project Birectors,Ernst and
Robertson, the key administrative officers, and in some cases the
central block managers got on ‘the band wagon™ for relocation, and
this was enough to create in the minds of people great concern

over their future.

T. G. Ishimaru, the former chairman of the T.C.C., has been

placed on the stop list a few days ago.




Two persons, who left for Utah'last night, returned to Poston.

}7(@} L'é_ 7 ,

’. They told me they went as far as Phoenie, but they could not
had

e,failed to pro-

ol ',-
get on a bus from there, becuase the Leave Offic 1

vide them with proper government vouchers for travel. They are

again leaving Poston tonight.

-
&




Vet o Frank Abe of 37 reported that he was leaving for Philadel-

5 phia this evening. He 18 the s eoond oldest Block lManager, as-

;;L/C L_{% ?/ suming i.hg duty sometime in July of 1942.
L(_/-A.—-'T(,,] <
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One boy came back to Poston from Delaware. (Cf: Warch 14,

page 3, the last paragraph) He had relocated to a farm werk in

the state, but YHgL¥ his physical safety was periled because of
the anti-Japanese agitation. He was angry, because Negroes, too,

turned against the Japanese employed on the farm.
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The following post card arrived from a young Nisel who had

relocated last week to Chicago to his friend here:

Well we finally hit tNown. I mean Chicago, 2lmost 7:00
P. M. Friday /He left here Tuesday evening.7 We're sxre af hostel
in the outskirts of town. Almost 8 miles Torm main town. The
hostel overlooks lake Michigan. We also crossed the Mississl-
ppi and was it big and wide. It was frozen solid. The town .
is really big. No comparison to L. A. The people are pretty nice.

R R
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A regular wwmekly meeting of the Block Managers was held
this afternoon in the conference room of the Unit Administration
Building.

Tom Salai, the Sppervisor, announced that the Leave Office
had initiated a weekly class to instruct the prospective reloca-
tees wmhat to do after arriving at their destinations, etlauette,
table mannéfrs, ete.

Miss Rood, the chief of the Public Health Depertment, re-
ported that the Hospital had a new addition, a specialist in
babies and children, Dr. Bartletf, She announced that her de-
partment would undertake a serles of lectures to mothers on

baby feeding. These lectures would be given by Dr. Bart letd
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from Quad to Quad, beginning with Quad 1 (Blocks 2, 15, and 16)
tomorrow morning.

The City Clemk requested to the llanagers to submit lists
of the names of persons enemployed at present and of types of -

works desired by them. He also reported that the City Manager

would act as anhmchange agency for coolers, and all sellers and

buyers should contact his office.

The Leave Office announced that all those out on indefinite
leaves are allowed to return to various project after they had
taken their pre-induction physical examinations. They will not
be required to pay the charges for visitors --- sixty cents for
meals a day, etc. It also informed the lManagers that there
mould be no seasonal leaves for the next several weeks.

Unit Administrator Homura announced that all blocks must
participate In chasing wild horses and cows out of the wire fences
which had been built recently around the project by the evacuees.
It mas set for March 16, and a project holiday was procleimed
for those who participate.

Sumlda thanked the Menagers on behalf of the "Friends of
George Fujil’ for their assistance in the donation drive. He

requested Blocks 12, 43, 59, and 60 to turn in their donations
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A joint meetinqof the Councilmen and the Block Managers of

the three Units was cailed this afternoon in the Additorium
to hear Harold Fistere of the Cleveland office end X¥/ Robert
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Gullum of the New York office. They were 1ntroducaﬁ$y Project

Director Duncan Mills. Flrst, Filstere 8Spoke.

YIf this meeting were being held in the mornﬁé, I would
gay 'ohayo gozaimasu'; if it were being held in the evening,
“konbanwa'; since I have not hed my third leeson, the only thing
I could say 18 'good afternoon'.

"Mre Cullum and myself are here this week with tro purposes
in mind; The first prupose 1s to present information to the
residents and to answer those wuestions which we are asked. The
gecond purpose of our visit end in my opinion the more important
reason i{s to get from you and the people you represent their
ideaa, their wishegl, thelr desires in so far as they represent in
taking up life ountside i}ain out of the Relocetion Centers. We
realize that moving outside of this projeet is something whieh
only the individual and the members of his family can declde.
we knom that at some future date, whether 1t be tomorrow or next
week or next year or some other time, that the folke In the
center will once agaidhave to take up residence some place else
and there will be no Relocation Centers. I trust and I firmly
believe that those people who believe that their best futures
lle back on the West Coast will go ba&k to the West Coast. I
think that Mr. Dillon Myer has expressgsed the thinking of the
WRA when he said that it is hie wish that that will come about.
President Roosevelt said in one of his speeches that when se-
eurity of the country permits that, all those folds who wanted
to go basck to the West Coast will be permitted to do so at some
future date. But all of the people must make plane to take up
living someFlaee else for a time being. It is our consideration

and our problem. We realize that and we hope that while we are
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while we are here we may be giving the opportunity of perti-
cipating in the solution of some of the problems. One of
guestions which 1s in the minds of some of the people in the
center ls: Suppose we do relocate and an emergency occurs,

what happens? Suppose we are sick, mhat happens? Suppose me
have an accident? The answer to that cuestion is thet there

has been a fund set up by the Congress whereby emergency that
confronts people who have been dislocated may be relleved. For
example, a woqign 30 years of age, who ceme to the city of Cleve-
land in Auguet and who asked us to get her a job wag fired from
thefjob early In Dedember. The reason she was fired was that

she was pregnant and had not seen her husband in ten years. She
hdd left the center when she found out about thies. We had two
alternatives. First, to send her back to one of the centers and
have that youngater fece it's life with the mistake of 1its
parents on its name. Second, to see that the mother gets medi-
cal attention prior to the baby's birth and be piven provisdons

through the fund I have just referred to which incidentally is re-

ferred to by the Sooia%Secnrity poard .

"The situation was met so that the mother has her hospitel
attention and the ehlld will receive the proper care after it's
born. And the mother will be able to work again. « « .

A young man applied for a job and in the course of his physi-
cal examination he found that he was troubled with hernia, which
he had to be operated on immedliately. ¥Fhrough the fund the bills
were paid and expenses dufing his convalaseence were taken care
of« WO embarrasment, no publicity, no charity connected to the
fund.

'While we are here at these series of meetings we would llke
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to feel that thé people in the center will ask us questions in
their minds, and give us the ehance to help with the solution and
if the people whom you represent ask you about us, I trust that
you suggest to talk to ir. Cullum or myself. On this tour we
have visited other projects. This is our sevenths: We have found
that most of the people are interested in finding out facts
about the East and the ¥Yiddle "est. We have some facts and we
hope to relate those I think the residents of this center will
be interested in.

*rhig is what oscured at Heart jiountain. One elderly gentle-

man turned to me just as the meeting was belng over and said,

"The trouble with you WRA officlals is all you do is come around

and give lectures and we want to lecture you instead. And he did.
I hope that you gentlemen wlll feel free to us, to tell us things
that you have on your mlinds and so we go back to Washington to
win the poliey requested by the residents of the cneter.’

Robert Cullum took the flaor as Flstere had finished.
"e « « I have people ask 'How's relocation in lew York City?'
I think that's a questtion that can be ~iven an honest consl-
deration when we discuss their personal abilitles with the pro-
gspective parties desiring relocation. 7e must know what we can
sell for them to their employers. We must sell rhat they ecan
do. We have to know something apout their problem. Howm the
family 1s composed, etCe o+ ¢ o

'lere is a family t%f?t intends to go out, but they depends
on one or two boys of d@raft age. They ask what they should do.
o » o« Very frankly in my personal aépinion I don't believe it's
likely that they could get deferment for the young men leaving

the centera. I bellewe that on the whole the young men would
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will not be deferred. 3You can't depend on going to a farm just
to get away from the dfaft. It depends on the individual draft
board. Some may be lenient, others may take you just the same."”

Cullum then related about a momen who relocated to New York
on an invitation of the Reloeation Officer. She wes a graduate
of Smith College. "The first two weeks she worked as a domestie
norker. Then she was placed by us with a lamyer as a stenograe
pher. 7The girl wamn't competent, and she was dlscharged. We
went to see this lawyer. The lawyer sald the legal stenography
ie different from a regilar stencgraphye. She tried as a beauty
opemator, but she came back to us the third time. This time
ghe was placed at the switch board at a hospital. She has been
there for 6 or 8 months, and is getting along well.”

Cullum oconcluded his speech with 8 statement that the WRA
ould help those who would try to help themselves.

The next period was devoted to questions and answers.
Questions If we go out to some place to work on a farm to
learn how the farming there 1s done, what kind of asslstance
can wne get from the WRA? For example, like mes how can I get a
job on a farm and go out tollearn farming? I am tralned in
farming in California. I am broke today, and so if I go out
in the spring, I can't afford to remain idle. I can't get a

job, because I am too old. I know how to farm, but now ¥ I want

a
to know how I can etart and get a ?kce to livs.

Answer: Of course, the answer to that queation is simply that
I don't have the answers entirely. To be entirely frank with
you, we haven't even Begun to find a solution for the famm

people. There 1s no use kidding ourselves to kid you on that.
I think there will be possibllitles in the eastern section for
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permanent relocation . once that area has come to know you end
your farming skill. « « o (Gollum)

"I would like to sey this. You've todd us two things about

yourself. One, that you have eperated a farm and you hame told

us about that?g:rare along in ye&rs and you do not feel able to

g0 out and do a work for a year to acquire the farming education.
I would like to know some other things about you. What kind of
products you raised% Low eéxtenslvely you operated? Who worked
with you on the Hest Coast? 1Is there a group surrounding you

or is there 3 or 4 or § workers in your family? I would like

you to sit down with Mres Cullum or myself and let us see if there
isn't something.

"The reason I gay that is this. &4 new section of the state
of iiehlgan has been opened up, which is the best farm aree in
the country. It's the western section of the pennineula right
along the Lake Mlechigans Up untll last July the people in that
gection had never seen a person of Japanese ancestry. Fiftye-
8ix men, most of them Ieseil, d1d move there: And because of
dillgence and because of thelr behavlior and because they showed
themselves as decent'and law abiding people that section of Jii-
chigan hae been opened to pecple of Japanese ancestry. .There are
a number of large familles that have moved in there. Now there
are people of old age and there are younger people. There is
one famlly of meveanteen, the youngest 1s three and the oldest
is seventy-three. So we would like to kmow a little bit more.

Ve may not have the answer but with the courage and the hope of
the foRke in the eenter and with the knowledge of various areas
in the East and the Mlddle West a solution might be morked out.

I must repeat something I have heard this morning because I
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W
¥ think it ahefd the posesibilities. A Issel lady in her 50's

who Mkmow very, very little English and # her daughter who is

23 years old, a%ﬁyost blind, wanted to get out of the center,
but that weuld stop a lot of peoples But it didn't stop them,
and they didn't stop us. They are now working side by side
¢cleaning lenses. Each earns 65 cents an hour. We are not af-
raid of the problems. e would like to know; we may not have
the answer but we might have the answer to some of them.
Question: Is there a possilility of getting firnancilal aids in
relocating in large groups or small groups?

Anawer; We, like every other agency of the government go bee
fore the Congress every year and ask for an appropriation to
continue business for the following year., When we submit our
budget we must itemize in that budget the purposes for whiech
that money will be spent. ﬂt the present time there ls nothing
in our budget whiech would permit WRA to loan money or to finance
bugineas.

Questionsy I8 there any possibllity of the WAR finanecing an evae
cuee to g€:£o investipgate the farming area?

Answer; They have been financed by us In the pasts And we have
gotten reports back in the center that they have been branded

as WRA stooges.

Question; Family of 10. We-are finenclally embarasgsed. If

I should take up farming outside with the famlly and I should be
drafted, what should the famlily do?

‘Angwer: Your status would be the same ag any other person
outside. For your mother and father you would have to answer

those questions yourself like any other in a similar circumsteance.
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Question; How is housing problem outside?

Answer: In the large industrial cities in the Baet and in the

Midd le West, housing is tough. It's hard to get. I think in

the case of famillies wme would advise ggainst going into a eity
unless you have an invitation to the hostels BEest idea ig that
the head of the family come out first and get settled in the pogi-
tion of a job, and the "RA will assist in that. But people are
finding houses and families are joinging their folks who went out

ag the ice breaker for the rest of the family.




Supervisor Sakal announced that 70 Postonlans were relocating

el is

Bk YHﬂrs .this evening on the special train. They were advised to leave

YWUe qu g

the project early, because the Parker depot could process only

twenty-five persons an hour.




zran
The advanced team of the relocation Y#fdd had bveen seheduled

to appear Belfove the meeting, but they falled to return from
\kagxgu*\ Unit III in time. ‘owever, Sakail announced for them that the
Relocation Team would arrive here at the end of thls week, and
a2 mass meeting of the Councilmen and the Block Managers of the
three Units would be staged in the Auvditorium lMonday afternoon

at 2 o'eloeck




LU U
K of the Poston Chronicle belleved Rohwer would show the

best record for relocation in proportion to its population.

He reads the evapeee publications of all relocation centers
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‘and has observed that the WRA program of relocation is most

suscessfully carried out in that center. He.gave two reansons
for the success of relocation program;'first, better jobs from
St. Louis, Chicago, and Keanses City eare offered to the residents

of that center, and secoddly, the Rohwer Japenese are not exposed

to fanatle anti-japanese agitation.

JESL 0
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A Nisel girl, about twentye-two years of/ébélwho re located

. to llew York on Januasry 4, wrote to her friends here. She 1=

working as a domestic.

arrived in Hew York on January 10 around 11:30 p.me.
at theGrumad Central. Ite nearly two weeks since I have
been here but it seems like months already. I mess my
folks, my brothers and slsters and all my friends in Poston,
but one thing I really miss is the sun, It's usually foggy ,
gldomy and it has snowed once already. The temperature
varies from 39¢ to 307, put New York sertainly interesting
with all different races all over. Also one sees all the
different gy sailors from many different countries in
their interesting sailors costume. We've gone to many
interesting points of interest alresdy but g¢¥#f certain-
ly have lowts to see yet.

My employers are really very understanding and nice
to me« The children are very well mannered and like me
very much so I am getting along fine. Since Dr. S. and
iirge S+ are teachers they are helping me to find a pgood
school to go in the eveningsa. Then later I will work
part time and go in the day time. I think I can't ask
for a nicer place or famlly to wok for than these people.
I have my own nice room with bed and dresser set, sofa
chair, radio, lamp. Some frlends have come to visit me
already, and my employers tell me I'm free to make coffee
and waffles or cookies etc. S0 f really feel at home.

About 17 blocks from here there 1s a large shopping
center (it's just like going into L. A. downtomwn only
taller buildings tho we can go into Manhattan to shop but
it takes about 25 minutes to pet there by subway.) mhere
I go shopping. By subway it takes only around 5 minutes.

I like to shop in Manhattan but one has to walk all over
because its so large. But @ really haven't done realy
shopping because I spend my days off sight seeing and goling
palces.

I'1l be glosing here. I was going to send a post caed
when I reached N. Y. but I wanted to write a letter and
I dids't get the chance twill today so I hope you will
exgcuse me. =

A R L g g g il o Kk
The same girl wrote another letter to enother friend of hers.
Jene. 26, 1944
I thought thet the people who come into your office
would like to read this article so I am enclosing this
page from the P.M. I have found thils paper to be the most

interesting of all the newspaper I have so far read. Tho
it doesn't contain very many pages every colurn is ine-
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teraating.' I also have enclosed a letter written in the

paper showlng how people like it.

Most Sincerely,
v----




Several Councllmen and Block Managers were dlscussing

:}an-?f?’ Miyer's spgech of yesterday in the City Hall this morning. They

egreed that nothing new had been revealed by Myer.

"It's 4 same old story,”™ one of them said.

"I should have stayed home. The next time he gpeaks, I
am not goming, " another sald.

The residents at large were nevertheless anxlous to flind
out what Myer had stated in the Auditoriume. They were mostly
interested in Myer's statement that es the Japanese in relocation
centers decrease the number of centers operated wlll decrease.
They, however, expresgsed rellef that Poston would nct be c¢losed
in the near future.

The resldents were Ilnterested in another statement by Myer
that the difficulty for relocation lles elsewhere other than
a lack of fund, and that he was willing to consider a relocation
aggistance of $600 peﬁperson if every one had signed a contract
to that effect. The listeners falled to expregs any opinlon on
this.

People were also anxlous to find what kind of person Duncen

Mills 1ls.




; HER R B4
I had a long talk with Sakai, the Supervisor of Bloek Manae
o 2

gers on relocation. He beliﬁﬁcd that the Block Managers should
cooperate to the fullest exfent with the Leave qﬂ;fice to induce
the residents to relocate to the outside. He argued that re-
location was the best solution for the future of these people.

I maintained that the Block lManagers should leave the Relocation
program entirely to the Leave Office, and thcyYhhould not have

8 direct hand ih it. Sakai said I was short sighted. I said

I am realistic. I want to tell you before you get into any
troublé with the Japanese people here,” I said. "I am telling
You this, because you are a nice kid. This is the first time

I told anyone what I am going to say."
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Do you lmow these people believe in the Japanese victoryg”
I continued. "I don't have to tell you how far you would get if
you told them that America is going to win the war. Besides,
they believe in what the high officials of the Japanese government
sald whet over the short-wave badio, that is, they are depending
on the promise that Japan will take care of these people after
the war. These beliefs are held not only by the Issel and Kibei
but by some of the Wisei. What would you do if you believed 1in
those things?"” '
‘I will stay here for the duartion,?” Sakal replied.
Rk (s somebody persistently told you to get out of here under
the circumstance, how would you feell"” I asked again.
"I will get mad sooner orréggf Maybe I'll lose my temper,”
gaid Sakai,
"There you are. The relocation program is going to fail.
It will be only succeassful when the American forees approach

much nearer to the mainland of Japan and start bombing Japen as

they are doingfﬁormany now. That 1s a long time from now yet.

Until then we should not push a program for the future of the
Japanesee as you are thinking now. Don't tell this to anyone of
g Sdpdnase
your acquaintances. It's bad for them. It's a long story why
they are acting like that. Don't condemn them as disloyal.”
sakal seemed to have understood it well. °I didn't put

two and two together,” said he.
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I inquired this morning of Hayano, the Assistant Director

of Edueation, if he lnew about#hla notice. He told me that he

had read it, but the P. T. A. had nothing to do with it. He
offered to go down to the Women's Club and find out if it had
posted the notlce. Later on Hayano called me up and informed me
that the club had no knowledge of it either.

This notice has drawn more comments fepm the boys in the
teens thah the Nisel draft. They claimed that it was ™within
their right to wear the kind of trousers and of haircuts they
pleased” They argued that there was no law preventing them to
do as they pleased in the mode of appearance. They thought
“old phogdes” mere getting too nosy. Of coumse, these statements
were heard from those who would wear the zodt suits and Pachuko

rhemselves

hairoutgr or from those who asgsociate with the former. The more

sensible young people were quiet about the issue.
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On January 20 I attended a Leave Clearance hearing for

a Kibei as a witness. 7The members of the Board for thls case

were Dr. Arthur Harris and Arthur ligine In order to ease the tone

thelr qu;fstioning and to let the Kibel get by easler, I told

them asg soon as I stepg&gd in the room, ™r'his is a man you ought

to thank for his contribution in stamping out the wave of Jjue

venile delinquencies, by which you were troubled sometlime ago.

He has been and still is working eclosély with the Youth Coune

geling Board and the Paélice Commission. As you know, I em

connected with both organizations and I owe a great deal to

him in successfully maintaining law and order here.” My

introduction did the trick I had anticipated. They did not
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put the Kibei to any of the usual hypothetlcal questions on lo-
yaltye They merely stuck to questions which would bring out
his vital records and his occupations in the paste Their question-
ing revealed the following facts:
Let us oall the Kibei as Ms Ms was born in 1907 in San-
ger, Galifornla. A% the age of three he lost hls father, and
at four he was adopted by the present fether, who Opqayated
a2 vineyard in the vicinity. Ai geven he was sent to Japan for

schooling; he went to an elementary school in #{ Hiroshima Ken,

Japan, from his uncle'e house. His sbtep father sent a regular
amount of money every month to pay his expenses His step father
by that time was worklng as a reporter on one of the vernacular
newspapar;ﬁn California. Harrls at this poilnt clarifled from
“s that the newspaper was not fiqﬁgneed by a capital from Japan,
but controlled and operated by e Japanese capitel in California.
After graduvating from the elementary school he advanced to a

ation for

Buddhist middle school nhere he was schooled in thdhudﬂ gtie

prie%%ood. He, then, went to Tokyo and enrolled Iin Hosel Unl-

versity, where he majored in jurisprudence and foreign language.
He stated he received some military training while in the mlddle
school end the vniversity, ae it was a recuired course.

About the time he was finishing his second yeer in the uni-
versity he decided to quit sochool and come to the United States.
His adopted edepted—parents were well bdvanced in their 50's
and it wes getting difficult for them to earn enwm gh money to
aen&iﬁéﬁgy month $e—¥+ While he was in Japan, is claimed, he
saved and deposited in e bank about d?,ooo ven out of his ale

lowances from his parents.
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After returning to the United Stetes in 1927 he worked as
a reporter on one of the Japanese language paperss Then, he went
to Delano, Callfornia; end farmed. (The true story 1s that he
'loaned * his citizenship to his Japanese "tenant” farmers for a
set sum of fee. He clalmed, at one kime, he made about twenty thou-
gand dollars net sut of this buslness. This easy money spolled
him and made him to crave for more easy money. ) While farming
he also acted as the prlest of the Buddhist Churech in Delano.
After three years in farming he came to Los Angeles and was as=
goclated mith a firm handling the stocks and bonds of Japan.
(X's note:; This was a lucrative business. The Japanese lmmicrants
in Californla did ndbt have much resistance to be induced to pur=-
chase Japanese stocks and bonds by such stock brokers. The brokers

made extra profits by menipulating shrewdly with the fluctuations

axchange ﬂ(&a'
in the foreign axhngz in epdeéigg their customers' orders to

Japane.) At this point M mas questioned closely by Harris and Main

whether he sold any of the Japancge government bonde. He denled
it, and reiterated that he was only interested in the corporation
stocks and bonds. He also stated, on questioning, that he did
not sell any of stocks end bonds listed in the stock exchanges

in the United States. (X's note: The turth 1s that he made a
good profit by eselling the Japanese government bonds. It was
very easy to sell these government bonds to the Japanese people
with some money.)

On account of the freezing of the Japanese assets in the
United States by the Presidential proclamation in 1941, he was
foreced to change his occupation. He became & truck driver for
a Japaneae traqE;fer company, andstayed on this job until the

time of evacuatlion.
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As soon as he arrived in Poston, he worked as a nightwatche
man for his block, then as a block carpeyxnter. In ey of 1943
when the Police Department was c¢leaned up after the reglime of
Shirekawa, he was drafted by NMomura into the police force.

The questlioning of M. concluded at that point. I stated
into the record on YU¢ 1M'e behalf that both the Police Commission
and the Youth Counseling Board owes great deal to him for his
cooperatlion in mainteining peace and order in the community. I
also added that the Police Department 1s benefitted by his mature
judgement and stebllity.

e after the hearing told me that he did not know why he

had been placed on the stop llst. THe belleved 1t was due tﬂhis

dual eitizenship, or to the fact that he had been educated solely
in Japans Or it might be, he stated, due to the fagt ahat he had
gold the Japanese stocks and bonds, and the Joint Board had sus-

pected him of selling theldapaneae government bonds.




i
The férst cpmtdngent of segregants, Tule Iake ¥ bound,

will leave lManzanar on February 15. Those at Poston who are

acheduled to leave for Tule Lake would do so about the latter

part of PBebruary.




!
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I saw completed nupet%nnairea (re;: survey by the Community

Nt'o

Gounoil) in the Bffice of the Supervisor. (Cf: January 11,
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page '7) They are usually answered in gsimple "yes™ or ™o", but
gome of them had interesting comments. To Question 6, one paper
had, "Are you insinuating that they ean buy off my humiliation

of having been shoved in here?”’” To Question 8, " Life isn't

g0 bad here.” Another reply to the same aquestion, "They shoved
us in here, so I will stay here until they shove us out of here.”

ifost of them agreed that a subsidy of $100 per person is not a

sufficient inducement to relocate. Many of them asked anywhere
$1,000
from £iy694- per person to {10,000 per person to relocate. Another

common answer was asking a guarantee for living for a period of
one year.

For Questlion 10 the answers ran more alike. They asked
protection, aafety from violence, and equal treatment with
others. - The answers revealed that they are acutely conscilous

of belonging to a racial minority.
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About two months ago, H« Okabe of the Executive Board told
me today, He was called in a conference with Zimmerman, Crawford,
Butler, etc. over thefﬂybposed survey by the Famlly Welfare
Department (Cf: January 4, page 3, the second paragraph). The
VRA at Washlngton had sent the proposal here and had reounested
for advices and suggestions from Poston. The purpose of the
survey 1ls for relocation; they mant to determine what problems
the WAR must eolve to make familles relocate. They want to
find out medical, financial, property, and other problems, which
are hindering people from relocation. They wdnt to call in the
heads of famllies and tb agsk them what are stopping them from
relocating. He was greatly worrled when he heard the nature of
this survey, because such prying into private matters for the
sole purpose of relocation would antagonize and excite the
resldents unduly and unnecessargly.

Okabe argued lengthly and succeeded in diminlshing the
odor of relocatlon in the survey. As a result, 1t was camouflaged
as a counsellng asurvey to assist personal problems of each

evacuee
YRRABBRRBAN
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K of the Poston Chronicle believed that the Japanese here
are wavering. They do not know whether to relocate to the out-
gide or to remain here for the duration. He thought most of

them want to relocate, if the econditions on the outside are not

too adverse to the Japancse, and if they can get some lucrative

offers in the way of subsidy from the WRA. In other words, K

claimed, they are angling for the best terms for relocation.
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Unit Administrator Nomura is on the stop list. He is

acheduled to appear before the Review Board for Leave (Clearance

on January 2l. He is a vetran of the World War I and a member

of the American Legion. He waw born in Hawaii under the old
monarchy .




. Crawford and Hunter appeared in the room and gave speeches
practically identical with thelrs of yesterday. The new additional
information given was as followa:

t“‘-ﬂ-l QM:.'-E
Y“ttj;“\ This project was up to date on last December 15 as far as leave

Clearance hearings were concerned. There wes no case awalting hearing.

an &
3 Since that day about 400 new dockets have arrived here. To Speed up
hearings for these newly added persons, the persomnnel on the Review
Board was enlarged, The Board now contains 28 msmperl. They are de-
voting two or three half days each for the work. Hearings mkii hm
are golng on today. Tomorrow the entire 7 teams will be in session.
Crawford believed 99% of those on the stop 1list wlll be cleared.
Yukaws of Block 5 called for an explanation as to how Crawford
could reconcile his relocation program with the agricultural expansion

progrem of the project. "Mr. Head said he wants 3000 to 5000acres of




JANUARY 5 . (3)

farm here. That needs lots of men, you know,"

Crawford reiterated that he did not want to push anyone out of
here., There are, on the other hand, lots of people who want to reloecate.
It ie his duty to assist these people, He was certain that many, many
thousands -of people would remain here, probably for the duration. The
program on the project should be planned in proportion to the size of
population in the future. Rupkey would not wish to subjugate land
beyond the scope of manpower avallable. "He knows there isn't any use
in developing, say, 5,000 acres of farm when there will not be sufficlent
men to work on, He is anxious to lmow about how many will remain here.
My department also wants to know how many will relocate in 1944, Ve
have to make & budget to cover train fares and other expenses for those
people going out. If no one goes out in 1944, we don't need any budget
for relocation, and the budget for subsistence and that for agriculture
must necessarily be very large." In order to obtaln these data, as
Crawford stated, the Community Council survey and the counseling survey
of the Family Welfare Division have been planned, Crawford reported
that 76 persons left Poston last night and $7,000 was spent for their
train tickets alone,

7, Matsumoto of Block 36 asked Crawford if the W,.R.,A. would assist
those relocatees who are unable to collect thelr wages.

Crawford answered he knew only a case of that sort. It was in
Chicago, A Nisel had joined the A,F, of L., then changed to C.I,0.

His wages were held up due to the inter-union difficulty. Crawford
stated that the W.R.A. officers have the authority to take up matters

of the sort and to assist the relocatees.
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T, Sumida, the Block Manager of 16 who was substituting for the
regular councllman during his illness, reported a case in his block.
This Kibel had had a great difflculty in getting his leave clearan&o
last suwmmer, but by Myer's direct dispensation, he was allowed to
relocate to Harvard University (presumably for teaching Japanese).
Subsequently he received his leave clearance, But just recently for
some unknown reason he was placed on the stop 1list, and the fact was
transmitted to him., He immedlately returned to Poston without notify-
ing the Leave 0ffice, having thought that he would be recalled auto-
matically., Now his sister in Phniladelphia, who had been also placed
on the stop list, is coming back,

Crawford stated 1t was the most unusual and regrettable case,
Had he lmown that he was coming back, he would have stopped it. The
boy was back on the project without having let them kmow, There are
several cases where the parents are all excited when they had been

notified of their children having been placed on the stop list, "They

talk about calling thelr children back, That is absolutely unnecessary,"

Crawford stated,




Tonight 76 relocatees left Poston on a special train - the first
of year.

At the Departure Statlon I met Norsoff. He believed that the
relocation program would face a diffliculty this year because the man-
power shortage on the outside has been relleved, He also mentioned
that hls department was getting "top heavy."

I mentioned the relocation team coming here soon, "Looks like

a bunch of high pressure salesmen are coming here," Norsoff retorted,

"no, I think they are more of advertlsing men,"

#H AT




One Stebbins, the Relocation Offlicer at Hardin, Montana, 1s here
on leave for the snowy season to assist the relocation program at

_ Poston.
Reach v}%&

Wkuﬂlhﬂ

i“““ latter part of February or in the early part of March to asslst those

As Crawford reported, a relocatlion team will arrive here in the

who desire to relocate. According to the present plean the team will

be composed of Fistere (Cleveland), Shirrell (Chicage), Weber, and a

Reports officer from Washington, They will bring a technicolor movie
of the Japanese battalion at Camp Shelby and numerous photographs and
literature, "They will not come here to shove you out of here., They

will be here to answer questions and assist those people who want to
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go out," Crawford emphasized. The Leave Office had sent a list of
specific questions and had instructed the team to come here with the
answers to those questions., The questions concerned mostly with the
opportunities for famllies to relocate, especially the farming oppor-
tunities and possibllitles of financing by the F.S A,

Under the ausplces of the Relocation Department, Crawford reported,
the Fgmily Welfare Division will undertake shortly a counseling survey
to ascertaln the various problems individuals and families have. The

survey will go into their medical problems, their educational problems,

the problems of thelr propertles in California, their problems for

relocation, etec.

Crawford, then, asked for the full cooperation of the Block
Managers for the survey on relocation, which had been decided upon by
the Community Council. He stressed the lmportance of getting an
accurate data on how many would remain and how many would relocate.
The budgets for the relocation expenses and for fhe self-sustaining
programs, for instance, must be appropriated in a proper proportion.

Crawford introduced Hunter, who informed the meeting that contrary
to the popular bellef the seasonal leaves have not been discontinued
and would not be dlscontinued., The seasonal leaves 1ln the future,
however, would have a nature ef means to final relocation.

The Relocation Officer, then, went into an explanation of leave
procedures, about which there 1s a great confusion in the community.
"The number of persons on the stop list is increasing at a surprising
rate. They are on the stop list for any one of dozen or more reasons.

Now we have a long list, Some of them, we believe, have no reason to
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be on the stop list," Crawford commented,

As Crawford explained, on February 15 and}ﬂarch reglstration
for the evacuees was completed. Coples were made of some 80,000
registration records. They were sent to the F,B.I., the Army
Intelligence, the Navy Intelligence, the State Department, and two
or three other departments. Each ageney, then, retyped those records
and distributed them to its fleld offices for investigation of the
individuals, The results of these investigations were returned to
the W.R,A, for further review by the Japanese American Joint Board.

If the records of investigatlons were favorable, the Board issued
clearance. However, many inquiries were returned with a notation,

"no information availsble." The dockets for these individuals without
information were sent to the projects for hearings, and they are now on
the stop list. These individuals were in addition to the previously
stopped individuals on the "so-called eight categories” such as"no-no",
Shinto priests, repatriates and expatriates.

According to Crawford, the Japanese American Joint Board is re-
presented by the F.,B,I., the Naval Intelligence, the Army Intelligence,
the State Department, the W.R.A,, the Department of Immigration and
Naturalization,

While he was addressing the meeting, he received a notice that
the practice of issuing the Eastern Defense Clearance has been abolish-
ed. The evacuees are from now on allowed to relocate anywhere in the
United States except in the prohibited military zone on a simple leave
clearance. Those who wish to work in the defense plants are still
required to receive the Marshal Provest's clearance and the Joint Board's

vital defense clearance.
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Tom Sakai, the Supervisor of Block Managers, reported that on
the advice of three or four Block Managers he had requested Dr, John
Powell to postpone indefinitely hls plan to stage the war-news-broadcast
BR.D‘& Y“Mg,\q_p
Muti, transeriptions. It had been originally scheduled in the Auditorium on

%“" 1 January 2. Sakal was asked many ques'tiona by Powell and had quite a

difficulty in answering them, he reported.




James Crawford, the former Unit II Administrator, took the floor
in the new capacity of the Director of the Relocation Department.
ﬁl¢gﬁ.nﬁr He informed the Managers that the Unit Relocatlon office had been

.';"I“‘Seatablished in the Bloek 27 Employment Office, where Hunter is in charge
ey

as the Relocation Advisor. All direct contacts on relocation with the

residents would be made in this office.
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A regular weekly meeting of the Block Managers was held this
afternoon in the conference room of the Unit Administration Bullding.

Dick Nishimoto, the Chief of the Sanitation Department, explained
the newly initlated system of licensing cats and dogs. Seventy-five
percent of dogs have their owners, Nishimoto stated, but most of cats
are ownerless. The cat situation is appalling, :

According to the present plan, the owners will be required to
register their cats and dogs in the two weeks after next Monday.

Tags will be issued to the licensed dogs, but cats will not be glven
tags, because "the Block Managers would know which cats are licensed
end which are not", as Nishimote put it. After this perlod of
reglstration all stray cats and dogs will be plcked up with the
cooperation of the police. They wlll be kept at a pound, whose location
will be established shortly, for three days. Those unclalmed cats and
dogs will be shot by the M.P's,

One of the reasons which alarmed the Sanitation Department about
the canine situation was the fact that the dogs and cats were seen
eften fighting with the coyotes, which invade the community during
the night. Rabbles may be transmitted to the canines, and from the

canines to the residents. In addition there have been several reports

of dog bltings in camp., Necessity for prevention of hydrophobia made
Nishimoto aet gquickly. '

During the discussion, the question of authority in enforcement
of licensing and that of extermination of unclaimed animals were brought

out, The law of the State of Arizona covers only dogs, Nishimoto and
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Harper, the Director of Police, who was present to assist the former,

were dispatched to the Legal Department to frame an ordinance to be

enacted by the Community Counecil.
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Bob Okazaki, the former Manapger of Bleck 22, who relocated

to Chicago in last December, wrote to his fr?qyé here that he

is working as a dish-washer in a restaurant and finds it diffi-
cult to make a decent living for himself.

He had gone out with a job offer g% foreman in a factory,
but upon his arrival there he was told that he could not have
the job because he was not a citizen.

According to his letter there were many Japanese, not only
Issel but many Nisei, were finding ib difficult to earm enough
money. The jobs offered by the WRA were not so lucrative as

they had been pictured by the WRA officials.




