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David PFrench returned from Los Angeles last night after

having escorted Ken Yoshioka, the Nisei Goordinator of the Com-

munity Activities. Yoshioke spent two meeks in ILos Angles st-

qQ ou
g@rhteningﬂfhe evacuee property gdygad in the Tenrikyo Temple in

e

Boyle Helght.

French was permitted to escort Voshioks by a special arrange-
ment with the Leave Office, which was anxious to find out the
community sentiment in Southern California in regard to the future
return of the Japanese to the Coast. Carter, now in chérge of
the Leave Office, is said to be a graduate of the Anthropolopy
Department of the University of California (Berkeley), and is

+a rhe Codst
now proposing to send the Community Analystﬁfrom time to time,
1f such a plan could be approved Ey the Washington office.

French found through inverviewing many Los Angeles regidents
that they are indifferent to the issue of the return of the
Japanese. Most of them expect the Japanege to return there sooner
or later, French observed. Many people living in the Boyle
gection, however, were more enthusiastic about the probable
turn, for they have knomn the Japanese for a long time on inti-
mate terms.

French met his friends in the newsroom of the Police Depart-
ment , and had an occasion to meet other reporters. Theyz too,
meére not interested in the problem, and were indifferéﬁy4ogg nay
Oor the other about the problem. He met many Mﬂ%%#s in thepcity.
They were very much concerned with the Japanese problem. They
wanted to have them return to the State as soon ag possible, and
manted to have the exclusion orders declared unconstitutional.

llany of the Negroes declared that the same thing could easily

happen to them, too, unless such a step as ewacuation established
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as unconstitutional.de 4kk@n.

In summarizing his survey, ‘French stated that only
the California people were strongly antagonistic to the
It might be said that they are fanatically predudiced. About
10%, on the other hand, were favorable to the Japanese,although
they were not very vocal in supporting. The rest cdid not care
elther way.

In some guarters it was bellieved that the Japanese would
return to California beginning November 15. This information

weg given in a Negro newspaper, and other papers also reported it.

The Je@Qa paper had gotten the informetion from a woman con-

nected with some State &gency in Sacremento.

French thought that there would he no obstruction for the
Japanese to return to Les Angeles, althouph they might face a
serious housing problem. He stated that it was very easy to
interview Ios Angeles people on these guestions, and was gurprised
to find that researches in relocation centers mere much more
difficult than he had realized, becaugse the evacuees were not

communicative.
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ietter to The Times

'Pergsecution'of Japs?

When Ickes spoke of "the vindictive, bloodthirsty onslaughts
of professional race-monger ' he may have had the Los Angeles
Times in mind. You know the tenor of its Russell Cartoons, its
editorials predicting trouble for evacues so bold as to return
to their homes, the news distorted in selection and presentation.

No wonder he got under your skin as your "Straw Man" edi-
torial shows he did.

An ever frowing number of your readers realize that they
have been influenced by you to participate in a persecution
that has, as Fortune for April says, furnished proof by which
Japan is convincing China and India that even at home wme Americans
limit liberty and justice to the cream-colored men. 7You are
guilty, by promoting this persecution, of prolonging this war
and helping prove to the workd that we are unfit for neighbors.

lewspaperd have power -- to use or abuse. Would that there
had been a Star-Bulletin in California on Dec. 7! California is
ripe for one.

WILLITAM C. CARR
Pasgadena

(BEditor's note) For more than a year The Times has been
receiving lettersgfsuch as the above from Mr. Carr, a real es-
tate dealer at 1360 W. Colorado St., Passadena. This letter 1is
published because of Mr. Carr's persistency, not because of its
merit.
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Civil Liberties Union Reject Reque st by Fair Play Committee

New ¥ork, April 15 -- The American Civil Liberties Union
on April 6th rejected a request by Kiyoshi Okamoto, chairman of %
theHeart Mountain Fair Play Committee, to provide legal aid to
the committee in projected test cases to question the legality
of selective service application to Nisei and validity of WRA
leave regulations.

In a letter addressed to chalrman Okamoto, Roger N. Baldwin,
ACIU national director, held that F.P.C. members who resisted
the draft have "a strong moral case, but no legal case at all."

The advisabllity of bringing another test case involving
the leave regulations was questioned by Baldwin in view of the
pending Endo Case now before the Ninth Circuilt Court of Appeals.

Baldwin pdded, however: "It may possibly be that a criminal
prosecution /o violating the leave regulations might raise
the issue in another form, but our lawyers doubt it."

The ACIU director disclosed that his organization intends
to get a suitable case to test the methods of determining dis-
loyalty and therefore the detention of a large number of Ameri-
can citizens without trial.

"It is possible,” he said, "that your case might offer the
opportunity Bor such a test through application for a writ of
habeas corpus, since we understand that you have been trans-
ferred to Tule Iake and were previously cleared as loyal.

"We are not, homever, familiar enough with the facts to be
gure of that,” he added.

In refecting the Fair Play Committee's request for legal
representation, Baldwin stressed the Importance of bringing
test cases "under the most favorable circumstances.”

"vou fellows certainly have a strong moral case," he de-
clared, "but it is not helped by refusing to comply with the
requirements of the draft act."

He told the committee that the ACILU|did not think that it
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could stand "solely upon logic or justice" in order to get results.

i R i R T
Amaché Petition Reported Still Being Condidered

Amache, April 11 =-- Replying to the ll-point request of
Feb. 22 for restoration of Nisei rights as a prelude to mili-
tary service sent to Vice-President Henry Wallace by the Amache
Community Council, Dillon S. lMyer said it had been referred
back to his department.

"Please be asgured," he added, "that the points you raide
are receiving the consideration of responsible officials of the
government. Thelr validity generally is sound, but each of the
items you mention must be weighed in relation tm many other fac-
tors in the wartlme situation, and the opinions of many officials
nith responsibllities for marious phases of the war effort must
be given consideration.”

"Hence," Myer concluded, "action along the lines you suggest,
however justifiadble, probablv cannot be immediate."

R e R R A S T 1
Fair Play Group To Continue Fight

Heart Mountain, Wyo., April 13 -- Despite the fact that
some of their outstanding leaders have been removed from the
Heart lMountaln Relocation Center, remaingng leaders of the
embattled Fair Play Committee have expressed themselves as
willing to continue the fight initiated by chairman Kiyoshi
Okamoto, who, it 1s reported, was rallroaded to Tule Iake by
Project Director Guy Robertson.

Okamoto, founder of the Falr Play Committee, was said to
have been denied leave clearance by Project Director Robertson
and the Leave Clearance Review Board in Washinton and was sum-
marlly sent to Tule Lake, segregation camp for disloyal Japa-
nese. Isamu Horino, another Fair Play Leader, accompanied QOka-
moth on a similar charge.

Fair Play Committee circles considered this move as an effort
on the part of Robertson to demolish the organization. It was
understood that other committee members were being ordered to
appear before the Project Director for leave clearance hearings
in spite of the fact that many of them had been previously
cleared.

The decision to carry on the Pwrk laid down by chatrman
Okamoto was reached at an open meeting held on April 5th.
The committee, at the same time, condemned the WRA officials
at Heart Mountain and termed as "bare-faced falsehood" the
alleged accusations of subverside activities gaid to have
been lodged by the administration.
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The following editorial appeared in the Same edition.
Secretary Ickes Assails Straw “en at San Franeisco

A defense of the War Relecation Authority, which now is
under his jurisdiction, and an attack on its ceitics were com-
bined by Secretary of the Interior Ickes in a speech tp the Com-
monwealth Club at San Francisco yesterday. In his attgck the
Secrgtary set up a number of straw men and knocked them over with
chargcteristic violence and his usual misunderstnding of the
sitdation. 8

If Mr. Ickeg would stop yelling at the top of his lungs long
enough to listen to rational explanahion he would learn that West
Coast opposition to the return of persons of Japanese ancestry
to this coast during wartime has a rational basis.

"I hope that the clamor of these few among you who are
screaming that this sitvation should be resolved on the basis
of prejudice and hate will soon be overwhelmed by the stern
remonstrances of those among you --- an overwhelming majority ---
who believe In fair play and decency, Christianity, in the prin-
ciples of America, in the Constitution of the United States,”
gsaid Ickes.

No one who is listened to on the Pacific Coast has ever pro-
posed a basls of prejudice and hate for the settlement of the
Japanese problem. And the people who have been urging that the
enemles and not coddled or pampered are getting a bilit tired of
belng accused of race prejudice every time the Ickeses and the
Dillon lyers open their mouths.
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Among the Yapanese removed from the Pacific Coast by mili-
tary action is a substantial proportion of persons who are un-
gquestionably loyal to Japan and not to the United Ststes. Such
persons would be dangerous at large among the extensive military
and war plante of the coastal region, or in any other part of the
United States where military work is going on. We who know the
the “Yapenese better than does JMr. Ickes doubt the thoroughness
of the sifting process by which the War Relocation Authority has
been attempting to separate the good from the bad Japs.

That 1s the meat of the matter and it is what Ickes does not
dlscuss. 1Instead he fights creations of his own imagination.
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A few days ago, according to my informant, Niiseki was show-
ing a note which allegedly contained a short wave broadcas® from

Japan. It stated that the Japanese Government had a plan to

ask the U. S. at the end of the war an indemnityﬂy& $700,000,000

for the Japanese nationals in America. "See what it says,”
Niiseki was guoted to have said. ™'he Japanese Government asks
for us $700,000,000 from the United S%ates. You people objected
to me when I asked the Spanish Yonsul for $200,000,000. This
shows that I was right in asking the indemmnity. I had a foresight
then."
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The Executive Committee of the Block lManagers and the

Committee appointed in the last Managers' meeting met this morn-

ing with Len Nelson. The Acting Project Director explained

about the plan of the Administration as to the Managers' staff .
(Cf: March 8, page 1) He told the Managers that he did not

care how the other projects were operating the Block Mnager
system, but here it was the main spring in the comnunity Adminis-
tration. The Managers were doing some of works done by the

sewhare
appointed personel, he commented. He reiterated that the Ad-

A
ministration would work out some other plan to retain one sec-
retary to a block if the Poston proposal was rejected by Washlng-

tone.
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The Los Angeles Examiner in 1its March 24th lssue carried

the following articles: .

Salt Iake City, darch 235 -- (AP) --- Dillon 5. Hiyer, direc-
tor of the War Relq_gation Buthority, asserted today that when the
military sdtuation permits "there can be no question” that Japanese
Americans moved from the Pacific Coast states "should have the
right to go back to their former homes if they choose to do g0."

"There are groups on the West Coast,”™ he said 1ln an address
prepared for delivery at a luncheon meeting of Salt Lake Clity
Civiec Clubs, "who have been campaigning for months to stir up
sentiment to keep the evacuees permanently excluded from their
former homes.

"The plague of Intoletance which they have fostered has
spread into other areas; well organized efforts undoubtedly wlll
be made to spread it still further. The efforts will be careful
diguised in the cloak of patriotism. %f
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"I find it hard to believe that the American people will
tolerate for very long the fostering of hatred for fellow Ameriecans
and the destruction of American ideals when their sons are
giving their lives to protect those ideals.”

Solution of the problem of relocation, he said, "is national
in scope, and no one section of the country can shirk its res-
pongibilities.’

'There 1s no logical reason,” he went on, 'why the 115,000
people who were evacuated from thhir homes in the Pacific Coast
area cannot be absprbed into the national life in such a way that
thelr abilities/agg be used and that the people become incon-
splcuous in_gividtals rather than members of a probkem group.

‘For two years, emphasis has been placed on t he mays in
which the people of Japanese descent are different rather than
on the many ways in which they are like the rest of the people
of America. The result has been a vicious circle; the evacuated
people are outside regular communities because they are different
and because they are different it is is difficult to get them
reestablished in normal communities.

Lekal
Ly

Fort leClellan, Ala., March 25 -- (INS) --- Twenty-five
Japanese-American inductees today were held in the camp stockade
at fort McClellan for court-martial following their refusal to
accept training under the U. S. Flag.

Brigadier General Wallece C. Philoon, commanding general of
the Infantry Replacement Training Center, said the men were
members off special battalion formed MMarch 1. Personnel of the
batalion consists mostly of second generation Japanese-Americans.
All other members of the battallion accepted the training willingly,
General Philoon said.

RS S AL ML AL B AL AL A AL AL
WA W I S W

Cheyenne, Wyo., lMarch 23 --- (INS) =--- Draft evaslon charges
will be flled against 12 Japanese-American evacuees at the Heart
Mountain (Wyo.) Relocation Center who failed to appear for pre-
induction physicals, U. B3 Attorney Carl L. Sackett said in Chey-
enned today.

lHieanwhile, offlicials at the camp remained silent regarding
reports that a group of evacuees known as the "Fair Play Committee”
had been ciculating mémeographed messages urging refusal of
induction and threatening bodily harm to other evacuees faliling
to comply.
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The following articles appeated in the Roecky Shimpo of
March 20, 1944:

The Heart liountain Relocation Center was reported Saturday
to be on the verge of 8 camp-mide strike in protest over what was
termed as the dictatorial attitude of W. R. A. admlnistrative
officials toward cemp internees and internal dlsorders were
said to be spreading, according to a special news dispateh released
to the United Press, Chicago Tribune, The Denver Post and the
Rocky Shimpo.

The report said “all psssible means of negotiation with the
Administratiors” had almost been exhausted and that small hope

"

was held for preventing 'a camp-wide strike.”

The Fair Play GONmittee, which recently acked Sec. Ickes
to discharge Project Director Cuy Robértson for incompetence,
hag now gone on record calling for an impart] dal 1nvestxﬂation of
the War Relocation Authority by a "truly disinterested body.”

The ﬁre-institution of gelective service is said to have
precipitated the current pending disturbance. The dispatch
charged a ’‘sinister political plot” by the W. R. A. administrative
officials in conjunction and in conspiracy with the Japanese
American Citizens Leapgue. It also cherged the Heart lountailn
Sentinel, an administration-controlled camp publlecation, with
being a tool and mouth-piece of the W. R. A.- JACL conapirators.

The Falr PlayLommlttee, which has rqu1&1y gained strength
for itg stand on the selective service lssue, has petitioned for
'a judicial of congressional clarification™ of Nisei citizenship
gtatus and 1s demanding full restoration of rights, drelsding
fett-nestoration—ofwichte, including return to the west coast,
as a prelude to military inductlion.

Five Falr Play members &have refuysged to report for pre-
induction until clarification 1s ruled TGpon and they are atill at
liberty. The Failr Play Committee charges that the W. R. A is
n

issuing termination of work notice to these individuals and
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to these individuals and contends this act is *unf%ir and un-
related”’ to the issue of non-compliance with sfleetive service.
Lissatisfaction with the Heart lountain administration wasg
sald to have been ignited when Superintendent of Education CLliff
Carter "struck four 8ist blows™ upon a lad of 16, Shigeru Yoshida,
for having been truant. Yoshida's injuries urceSQLtatHa hospital
L-ray. OCarter was sald to have subseaquently left the center and
is now believed to be in Wahington. '

The Sentinel Reverses Its Stand”, by

Mountain Sentinel, which only recently stepped forth
criticize the War Department's intent and purposes in
fn-openlnc selective service to the Niisel, makes a ripht-about face
in its editorial of “arch llth. It now urges docile submission to
sledtive service and lashed out at groups which are courageous
enough to demand a restoration of rights as a prelude to induction.

It nowm has the audacity and brazen ego to suppodrt efforts
to crush and destroy such militant organizations as the Fair Play
Committee, which has drawn administrative disapproval because it
ha s d_stlnctlj indicated that it would refuse to serve as a
cat's-paw for the administration. The Sentinel, an administration-
controlled publication, woonld like to see the Fair Play “ommittee
disperged, because the Fair Play Committee thinks in terms of
justice, fair play and equal rights and its membership --- from
its leaders down to the leagst of its members --- is not aftaig
to incur the wrath of the relocation center overlords.

The Fair Play Committee makes no pretension to cull the favors

of the administration or federal authorities. <t presumes to
speak merely for 1ts membership and nbt for anyone else. It is

arless in its espousal of wrongs, and though not always diplo-
matic, works on a sound footing. 'he edlitorial con emns the author
of the Fair Play committee as 'one of the center's most persistnet
and clever trouble-makers."™ That 1g an appellation glven to anyone
*Ho 1s brave enough and courapeous enough to fight a difflcult
pattle.

q
“ The viclous attek upon the Fair Play Committee also contends
the - only purpose of which is to confuse and distort selective service.
The charge 1s In itself nullified for this is just a clever

i1

plece of generalizatlion. The distortion and confusion are on the
part of the Sentlnel, which beautifully invelghed agsa iﬁﬂt the
regtrictive and discriminatory features of the draft inSelective
Service li ited and now supports a turn-coat policy of cart the
protestors to jail.

What tongue-in-cheek words are these:

*In our mind there is no issue in the Peinstatement of
ctive service for the Nisei. There is only one answer and that




is to respond when called.

Strange words are these to come from the mouths Bf evacuees,
Stranger still in the light of the Sentinel's earlier battle cry
of ‘Jap Crowism.” We can only agssume from the nature of this
editorial that the Sentinel has reserved a berth on Selective
Service Limited. It has purchased a seat in the great gallery of
bigots, hypochites, racists, demagogs, the autocrats and the
flagddst-ninded. Its reason is so indoctrinated and saturated
with the scothing syrup of admonitions from administrative officicals
that it has bbviaualy deserted justice, fair play, ecaul rights
and all that are revered in our Constitution and in the govern-
mentof our Unlted States.

The attack upon the Fair Play ither justified
nor reasonable. IT ig vicious, ma lignant, d ble and wholly
without support. The flederal authorities are cha e with appre=-
henslon of wrong-doers in relocatlon centers who egﬂv”“ot regigtance

to the draft. If the Sentinel's AENBEXE/HAD/PELUEEA/ X8/ FELBYE /T BY

contentions are proper, it would seem that the five Fair Play
Committee members who refused to report for dnduction-would now
be in dustody. The fact that these five areat liberty ls in
itself substantial evidence of the propriety of the policy, daring
as it is, pursued by this organization. What the Fair Play Com-
mittee ig entitled to is a hand; not a stab in the back.
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R 1s an injured marine who had been returned from Guadacanal.

Hig father 1s an evacuee residing in Blgbk 35, while his mother

is a Mexlecan, who had been granted to return to California alone.

R add his mother ere visiting R's father now. The residents are
naturally curious to know what had happemed in the South Pacifiec
and question the marine. But he is refusing to tell anything

about the ware. It i1s understood by some that R and his mother

had signed a promlise that they would not talk about the war while

they are visiting heres On that condition'they were allowed to

eomé to Poston.
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Ted Haas has been to Los Angeles for medical cares On the
way to and back he met many people who dicussed the problems of
the Japanese in America. He argued on behalf of the WRA and the

Japanese, but he thought the listeners judged him blesed because

¢ j
of his connation with the WRA. After he goes into the Indian

Service, he thought, he could do more effective publlic relation
worke for the Japanese, with whom his interest lics. e accepted
his job with the Indlan Service on the condition that he would

be permitted to campaign for the WRA and the Japanese wheﬁ%er

his time ellowed. It was granted by Commissloner Collier.




