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September 29, 1942

MEMORANDUM TO: ProjJeet Director, Mr, Wade Head
SUBJTECT: Housing

We, the Blook Managers of Camp 1, voleing the needs of the
reeidents of this community respectfully submit for your
earnest consideration the following recommendations for the
welfare and happiness of the people.

1, Immediate timum for each femily unit,

2, ucium ooring (linoleum or substitute,)

1 2%” im and of plmster board or other insulating
4, OSereens g*w windows and doors for esch apartment.

In making these requests we are mindful of the many difficultlies
involved such as transportation, priorities, ete. However, it is
our firm conviction that the paramount need of this emnity

is better housing. _

The erowling of two or three and in many instances of four separate
families into one room is not condueive to good morale or the
happiness or the dignity of & people.

The extreme temperatures in this loecality even in September has
caused a lot of unnecessary sickness especially among small
children and bables., The cracks in the floors, some § inch wide,
with single walls and no ceiling affords no insulations, will

be extremely difficult to keep warm in winter, The improvement
in the comfort of the residents is bound to produce better
cooperation, :

Men and woman lose their spirits, become depressed and discoursged,
when their home life is umpleasant, One of the first steps
towards transforming men and women into good citizens who will
sontribute to the welfare of the community is to give them
pleasant surroundings. .

Ve, the undersigned, therefore earnestly .'mg;mt' immedicte
m& favorably consideration of these recommendations.
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BLOCK #18 (Relocated From Assembly Ctr. Class)

“DiSTRIBUTION AND BREAKDOWN OF THE FAMBLIES ACCORDING TO SIZE.
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BLOCE #18 (Relocated From Assembly Ctr. Class) (Ae of July 31, 1942)
DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILIES BY APARTUENTS,
8ingle femllics llving in one separate apartment:- 24/
Pamilies #1, ¥3, #4, i#6, #8, #1L, #12, #13, #20, #21,
#22, #26, #27, #31, #33, #34, #37, #38, #40, #42, #45,
EAE, #h9a, #49b, £48, #51, #50. |
8ingle families living with Wor more in~-laws in aun apartmenti- C
Familles #2, /5, #7, #14, #19, #25, #5=&
S8ingle families living with a friend or person unrelated in the
sameé apartmenti=- Lr[
Familles #32, #39, #41, #47.
8ingle famlilies living with two frienmds or persons unrelated in the
saxe apsrtoent:- O
Nene,
PTwo families living in one apartmemt:- . —/ O
Yamllics #9-10, #15-16, #23-24, #43-44, #3p-3 -
Two famllles 2rnd one friend assigned te the game apartmentie
Familles #17-18, #28-29, #35-36, & = (o
Bachelors:-
1€ men to barrack #13, 17 men to barrack #l4.
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SUGGEETIONS FOR THE HOUSING DEFPT.
BU\ Black MANARERY QevmIes.

The readjustment of residents within the blocks and also among the
blocks will require a great deal of headaches before its solution
can be attained,

We have a few suggestions here that may aid in solving this acute
problem, The majJor part of this tazken up by that very fact that
PARTITIONS are not availeble, Unles:s matcerial csn be had to put
up these barriers, much cannot be accompllished,

However looking ahead to the tiwme when materlals co come, and the
partitioning is an actuality, we must be prepared towards that end,

Ve make the fcllowing suggesticns:

(1) The housing dept. to be hendled by Mr. Evans as 1s the
case at present, The block managers know the wmest about the respec-
tive housihg conditicns, so contacts can easlly be made.

(8) A "preference list for acsvin te
catagory for the eligibles would simpl
adjustment.

!

2
1

-

® establifsiing a de
)

n
fy minor cages wh @

i
£

i
e

(8) Formation of a "housing board™ to rcviewn the more
serious cases =nd also the urgent cases should be made lmmedliately.
Tnis board could have in 1ts roster people froam the different
agencies such 2s the Socizl Welfere Dept., Housing Dept; Community
Council &s welyas representatives from the issei groups.

(4) Traasfer of familles or individuals between different
blocks shiould be made so that the blocks clogest to the origin
be utilized first. W%We belleve transferring femillies from one end
of camp to the other vould be unwise, unless requested by parties
involved.

(5) Reguests made prior to this time should be given prefer-
ence over those who s¢eik changes now,.

(6) Families who have had fathers rvturn from ilnternment
camps should alsc be given careful consideration., bspeclally
in cases where the retura was wholly unexpected and hampers the
normal living conditions,

(7) In all cases of two couples staylng lan one room, parti-
tiorn the room into two rather than lo transfer the individuals
to two separate smaller rooms, This is to eliminate the trouble
of "selecting®” rooms for the ¥srlous parties who want to zove
to new quarters.

(8) There are eight blocks with approximately 300 populsation
and over. These blocks seek ifamediate rellef by requesting the
emptying of one barrack (approximately £4 people) in each block,
to blocks who have betvween £00 and &5 population.




Heusing Dept. Unit #1
Octeber 7, 1942
Ne. £1105

August 29, 1942

o Heusing=Registratien Department
FROK: TFamily Welfare Department

RE: Hizuye lsuchida 20 years. 35=30=B

Fellewing is eur repert en a request fer heusing chancge.

¥izuye Tsuchida has requested that she be meved inte
a different bleck preferably with her sister, Sachike,
if net in with anether famlly whe weuld accept her.

She 1s an unwed pregnaht girl 20 years eof age., She
states that her cenditien is knewn by the present bleck
residents, but that her reasen fer meving is te keep her
yeunger brethers and sisters ignerant ef her situ-
atien, She 1s the eldest ef the seven children whe live
with their father: Their mether is 2 mental case in a
state hespital.

“r. Evans had verbally appreved meving the twe cirls

inte an apartment in Camp 3 where the sister has a pres-
prect of werk in ght Heusing under ¥r, Wumine, but Sachike
states that she weuld have te return heme eften te help
with the family leundry, as her sister, 16 yrs. eld cannet
de it. Under such cenditien it Bs believed that a2 similar
arrangement in Camp 1 weuld be preferred.,

Her cenditien is such that she is quite despgrate and an
immediate arrangemeny is censidered very urgent,

Family Welfare Department

1) meve temperarily inte 16-7-A until small apts., are made.
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Notey THE FAMILY SURVEXY

September 9, 1942

REPORT TOY MR, JOHN G. EVZNS,
ASSISTANT PROJECT DIRECTOR
HOUSING AND REGISTHATION OFFICE

SUBJECT: HOUSING

SUBMITTED BY: REV, JITSUO HMORIKAWA ON REQUEST OF
: MR, JOHN G. EVARS

I. THE HOUSING PROBLEM

It is an unquestioned fact that the most critically urgent and
acute problem of Poston is the intolerable housing cendition.
It is hard for a normal human personality to be expected to
create a home out of a floor space of eight feet square, except
it were in the slums, end yet that is the Government aliotment
per person where a family of seven occupies one aspartment.

The community is Bzaffled as to the moral idezls our democratie
Government has when fathers and mothers and sons and daughters
of one family, yes, twc families and even three are thrown to-
gether into a morai and socisl heterogeneous company, The
Japanese and the Americans of Japsznese ancestry along with
other races are fighting a determined battle, a battle for in-
dividusal and family integrity, and it is most disheartening shen
conditions and circumstances forcibly superimposed threaten to
defest them in that fight,

To whom the criticism should be directed 1s not known nor
whether it 1s & purposed plan or sn unavoidable condition, but
the improvement processes of Poston to the casual eye seem to
have a very distorted sense of values., It is apperently pro-
ceeding on the assumption that smooth roads are more essential
than happy homes and that community econcmics demend greater
attention than community morasle, But continue to proceed in
this direction for a few more months and there will be danger
of a collapse of morasle, that will have serious repercussions
in all the departments of our community.

¥hat sre the actual probleus created by inadequate housing. It
must be understood that aaything presented on paper and read
and interpreted from paper seriously lacks the drive of ex-
eriential reality. The subjective element 1s usually ignored
y the reader and judgement 1s cast on the basis of objecti¥e
data, But life's greatest agonies are subjective and neo
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figur?ﬁ and graphs are golng to adequately present end inter-
pret the deep sufferings of our people in Poston. The only
fair opportunity that can be given these people is to set up

a hearing board before whom their representatives can express
and articulate thelr deep experiences as well as present and
interpret the facts and figures of the problem, What are the
problems, Those presented here in the followlng pages are but
few but probably representative, and added to them are some
suggestions as means of alleviating our housing condition.

Here 1s an spartment occupied by three families with a
total of seven adults, In order to secure some measure
of privascy the apartment is divided into three sections
wlith curtains making the divisions, end a narrow hallway
go that the family occupying the innersection need not
disturb the other two families, What is the consequent
result. Each family hass a floor space of less than

12 feet squere, and in that space there.are two beds in
two of the sections and three in the third, The rest of
the floor space 1s conjested with trunks, bags and boxes
being unable to find lumber %to build closets or shelves
to conserve space, The curtains completely cut off the
alr current from some sections of the apartments, that
during the hot spell the heat was unendurable to the
point that many nights were spent ebdoclutely sleepless.
No man goes out the next day with mentsl balance but he
is charged with tension and irritation., It is little
wonder that men and women have been acting very sbnormally
since coming tc Poston.

THE DIRE NEED OF BRIVACY

Life in Poston is a contradiction =2nd a strange parsadox,.
The people were brought from the crowded cities and thrown
into immense desert plains with its unlimited space, and
they find to their deep dismay that they can not have any
privacy., There is plenty of space but not enough for a man
t® have the privilege of calling a little shelter his

home., He can not have a little place where he can get

away from the cenjested and compressed soclety of men and
women and secure for himself & few moments of aloneness and
quiet, He comes home from his day's work out in publie
life and finds his home Just a2s publiec as eny other place.
Unrelieved tension continued over & period of months will
have serious consequences,




3.
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BEEAK OF MORALE

Many friendships of long standing have come to an end.

Many more are béing threatened to a breaking point be-

cause of the unhappy enforced living with other families,
Japanese are a sensitive people snd the brecking of friend-
ships i{s a matter of serioms concern, a matter that cannot
be healed in a day or a week. Sometimes it means the
complete termination of relations. There are rumors

though most must be utterly unfounded, that the morai con-
dition of the young people #g%decllning. If this 1is true

it can hardly be other wise 2%pected when housing conditions
force chlldren and young people regardless of age or \sex

to be thrown in together in one room., The housing of course
cannct bare the full burden of responsibility but it is

very evident that 1t is & decldedly contributing factor.

IMPOSSIBILITY QOF HOME-LIFE

The lack of adequate room drives children into "the streets"
and young people outside of their homes for their social
life, Organized recreation is trying nobly to recompense
this need, but nothing can sdequately take the place of
life in the home, It would not even be ilmpossible to
anticipate a reactlon against everything organized, even
organized recreation and a determination for individual
freedom 1f we assume organization and regimentation to
replace and become a substitute of the home, It is a
common fact that nobody stays at home in Poston and that

ls an unhealthy and dangerous sign. The older people try
to make front rooms of their doorsteps but the approaching
fall and winter ls golng to deprive them even of this
luxury and they must find room in the shelter of the
barracks., The nights are golng to be longer and there must
be much consideration of leisure hours that cannot be
confortably spent in crsaped quarters.

DNEQUAL HOUSING DLSTRIBUTION

#Huch criticism is current in finding some blocks provided
with conspleuously more space and privacy. With it there is
added irritation thet Camp Two and Three are Eroportlonately
much less erowded than Camp One, There are also reports
that housing conditions in the Salinas Reception Center

were far superior so far as asdequate space 1s concerned,

and it 1s wondered why a temporary center of a few month's
duration would be given more consideration than a Reloca-
tion Center where men and women are expected to spend at
least five or six years,
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¥When two or turee families live together, so compressed,
and there 1s even one indlvidual who 1s afflicted with
some serious contagious disease the situation is most
unhappy and serious to say the least, £Especlally is this
true when one understands the fact that tuberculosis is
feared with almost superstitious repulsion especially by
the older people =znd ln many csses even with the young.

SINGLE 4EQ'S BARBACKS

Thelr 1llfe 1s as remote from privacy and comforts of

home as can posslbly be conceived, It Ls a wost discouraging
and depressing sight to visit one of these barracks., Added
to this, young men and older men are put together whose
habits are radically different. For example, young men
retire late and rise late while the older men retire early
and rise early, Thus c¢reatling unavoidable difficuity, the
young disturbing the old at night and the older men dis-
turbing the young in the morning. This is merely one of

the many existeat problems in the single men's barracks.

THE AGED SINGLE MEN

Some of the aged single men are too feeble to take care of
themselves, are actuslly in need of institutional care
but not c¢ritleal enougn for hospitalization.

QRADUAL LOSS OF CONFLDENCE

Three months ago the community started hearing encouraging
promises of how the living quarters would be improved and
along with many other promises they created a healthy co-
operative &nd an appreciative spirit towsrd the adaministra-
tion of Poston quite in contrast from the rather negative
rebelious spirit with which they came, After three months
there seems to be little sign of those promises being ful-
filled and the people are gradually beginning to lose feith,
coming to feel that all of those promises vere just empty
"pep talks" to infuse spirit into the discouraged people,
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IT SOGGHESTIONS FOR IMPHOVEMENT

THE ABSOLUTE MINIMOUM

The absolute minimum provision must be an apartment to each
family, The demand is unreasonable to expect two families,
regardless of congeniality, to live togetnsr for the dura-

tion.

LARGE FAMILIES

A famlly of seven cannot be expected to find sufficient room
in one apartment, ©&Such a2 family should be given the ad-
Joining apartment, or at lesst part of it partiticned, with
2 door connecting the two. Dividing femilies, with some
members living 'in other barracks with friends as is being
done now must ke thoroughly avoided and discouraged, The
family unit should be by all means maintained.

FAIRNESS ANMD ECDALLITY IN DISTHLBUTLON

The purposed plan of constructing small apartments in each
block will increase the problem, creating herd reelings,
unless quarters are provided for sll couples and gll small
Families without exception and not just te & few or even
many. One unfortunzte and unhappy family will create =
problem that will permeate the whole block. This is not
to discourage constructing additional small apartment but
an insistence on a2 one hundred percent alleviation of the
need,

ADDITIONAL BARRACKS

It 13 very evident that there are not enough barracis in

Ceap No. 1 to comfortably house ten thousand people. There
must be additional barracks built and the cost should not

be 2 problem, If only the material is provided, the people
themselves could @nd would build them as is being done in
certain Relocation Projects of Canada. A rumor 1s current that
the original plen called for sixty blocks in Camp No. 1 but

for soume unknown reason there are only thirty six.

LiPROVEMENT OF BARRACKS

The walls, floors, and cellings should be lined for the

winter season, In its present condition it c¢an hardly

weather the winter cold. Lumber should be provided to build
shelves and closets to eonserve the little enough space there is




(6)

6. HEALTH PROBLEMS

The housing department should work in close cocperstion
with the public heslth department end segregste femilies
with communicalbe disesses, Very frequently where sick- _
nes: actually exists people are loathe to apply and request
for a chenge of guarters for very apparent soclial reasons.
In such cases the health depertament as well as the housing
ought to teke the initistive snd insistupon thelr separa-
tion.

Ceonduct a community survey through questionnaires to give
the people eopportunity to air their housing problems and
to suggest improvements, Their tebulstion will give
direction to energiles of slleviation.

SINCLE MEN'S BAHRACES
Partitbn single men's barrecks into smsller units. Allow

the young men to have gquart@rs of theéir own sepsrzte from
the older men and vice versa.

ECHE FOR IHE LCED

L home should be established to teake care of the sged who
are unable to tcke care of themselves but not sufficieptly
eritical for hospltal care,

JOUKC POYEN'E SOCIAL HALLE

In the young wonmen's barracks there should be a sepsrately

partitioned living rcom or social parlour where guests may
be enterteined.

LRCORM IHD PEQPLE

If plsns of housing improvements areé in progress, the people
should be adequately informed to help keep up the mprale
and spirit lest they become tragically hardened snd bitterly
reconciled,

&s 1s very evident, the repori proposes no claim of scientifie
survey but is the observatbn and conviction of an unprofassional
eye mingled also with hls own personal experience,

Respectfully Bubmitted,

(Rev.) Jitsuo Morikawa




Hauaing Dept., Unit #1
cteber 7, 19)2

-~

Ne, A1116

August 27, 19,2

MEMO TO MR. EVANS

Change ef address applicatien ef Turute, Hana
Nakase, Iwae
, Alke (5)
, Tametsu
Nagakura, Denkichi
18-8-B te 18-7-D 8/27/1,2

Investigatien Data:

Nrs, Furute, Hana weuld kike te meve as it is very
neisy living next te a barber shep., The barber shep is
lecated at 18-8-A,

Alse s=he weuld like te be nearer friends whe live
near barrack 7. Mrs, furute says zeme friends left a
vegetable garden fer the family te take care of when they
left fer anether camp, Mrs, furute alse mentiened the fact
that there were seme sick neighbers in 7-C

PK

Yake meves befere C,IIT meves inte C,I



Housing Dept. Unit #1
Octeber 7, 1042
Ne. A1117

August 28, 19,2

Investigatien Data 8/28/L2 Gee. M, Ohi
Avake Ohi

Ohi family are living with Naite “amily. Incempati=-
bility. Feund that there is quarreling geing en all the
time, if net within:-the families, then with the ether
familyl ®r., Ohi is planning te teach in the Pesten and
wishes mere peaceful surreundings., *rs. Ohi is expecting
a child seen, Naites keep a2 deg in their side of the
apartment, <The meighbers whe were interviewed said the
deg scratched the walls during the night, thus disturbing
their sleeP.
(Bpg, Ohi interviewed)

Tas able te interview “r, Naite alse, Ie had varieus
cemplaints te make sbeut the ether familyvy and abeut net
being able te have privaecy in his ewn affairs., He said
that the seme ef the bleck peeple had tried te have him
remeved frem the bleck.

The best selutien is in partitiening the apartment
ge this case must rest until the partitiening materisls
arrive

PK.
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Notest Family Survey
BUBJECT: Application for smaller spartments,
Block #18, Relocation Class

The following parties desire to move into smaller apart-
mentsi

Mr, and Mrs, Misaku Yamaguchi 18-g-D
drs, Suzuki : 18-7=C
Bungo Kamitani i8-14

Sumikichi Higashi } 18-1~4
Hatsuda 18-4-D
dinoru Koike 18-3-8B
Vaetanabe and Otsuke 18-5-4

) Nmm{w&s % \{»Cuq &Mﬂ%
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Block 4&, Rural Class,

The followlng psrties desire to move into smaller apart-
ments.

EKats Watanabe
Kiyomatsu Yoshids
damie Yoshida
Tonehio Sugimoto
Koiechi Tsunoda
@inhel Hirose
Laurie Masushige
Jim Masushige

T. Masushige
Jun Yano

Harry Futa
Kisnliro Sasaki
Elmer Susiki
Tome Kosugs

Ruby Riyoku
Yoghio Ikada
Nesokichi Ito

Y. Okazaki

Fred Kohno

Q) >.r'm.u
) -@) T '%
Q) —\ha.u u’k
) Twe
(L) Xore
(%)- ("\1 Xure

4g=-1-4
4&£-5-P
4:2“‘5"‘»
4i=-T=B
4~-8-D
4e-8-D
4£-8-B
4e-8-B
4E-8-4
de=8-h
42-3-8
45-3-D
45-10-C
45~1&~C
4i-12~-C
di=li-C
4i-li-D
4i-1%-D
4g~-12-B
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TO: Housing Pept.
From: Block office #4&

SUBJECT: housing

(1) The following rooms are occupled by three-two and one
families.

Three Z-milies: 4dk-1iz-D
Iamashita {5} This room has three separete faailies,

Frietions already evident, #r, Yam -
shits recently returned from intern-
ment to make the elght in room.

s
&

1

Ito
Viazaki

Two families: 42-1%-B
Sskurai és This room nag two relsted families in the
Kohno & same room, however, Lt is Kohno's desire to
have a seprsrate room for his mother and

himself,

One family of 8: 4z-12-D :
Takanos (8) Crovwded fscllitlies in one room. Desire
transfer of boys only into some other
room. Youagest boy 15.

Kitagawas 4£-6-B
(8) Crowded family ranging from &£1-5.
Two oldest boys desire private room for
themselves,

(£) We have had two fsmilies who have long desired to move into
our block since werwere first placed in here. They are "orphans®
from our orgin Coachellisa Valley who have been placed in Block

44, We hope very much to have these people transferred into our
block at the first opportunity. :

Matsulishi 44-11-D Eﬁ peopie)
Bizutani 44-11-C. (7 peovle)




Qe f% AL~

Block #6, Volunteer Class

In this block there are no requests snd applications
for smaller apartmeats from the families in the block, but
there is & request for partitioring of the women's barrack
into smaller private apartments. WNo request was made by the

bachelors quarters.
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Block #30, Urben Class,

Applications for smaller apartments.

"Two sepsrate familieﬁ. Three basbles in one room
mesns too much noise,

T. Mochizuki, wife 2nd two
children.
50=10-C

"Two separate families., Want privacy.
€. ¥agal and wife.
&0~-10-B

"%e have tuc couples and one children. The other couple
are young. 4 have wife and a son, wich is nine years old.
It is very bud for the children."
Eddie Yamzmoto, wife and
family.
&0-11-D

"There are two famllies living in this one apartment so
would like to have it partitioned off."

Y. Hzmano and wife.

30-5-8

FQtoer party expecting fataer who's in 111 health and with
seven grownups it will be overcrowded, Minor irritations
have added up to a point of high tension.”
M. Nakamurs and £ children
30-92-B

\h&m \\m\ \JV
; the other couple consiotently fighting =mong

tnemselVes--bometiue until one or two in the morning.
Plays radic loudly until late, Keeps dog. Ve are not on
talking terms--only when absolutely necessary, My wife is
chronically 1ll health and is now pregnant. & sm going to
teach in the Poston School this fall and must have a quiet
place to study and prepare the lessons., Alsc he is al-
ways banging away in the apartment uatil he retires. Ve
no longer live peacefully together. The bresiking point
has been reached.”

George Ohi snd wife,

30-1-C ]

"Due to nervous breakdown on part of Hrs. C, Kuwahara
desires more quiet place, with little mcr° privacy, at
present, we are living with a
deary uwdnara znd wife,
50-14-D




O v%- qQ-g-{r

"Living with apother men Mr, Kimura in 2z small apertuent
totaling 8. We wish to move out or issue authorizstion
to Mr., Kimura to move to some other apsrtment where it is
not overecrowded,"
Hisa Nishi, wife and 3 children
and father and mother.
20-11-B

"Because at present there are tuo femilies in this apart-
ment and we would like to have two separate apsriments
for more privacy."

M, Ishibashi and wife,

"At present we are 1. : >

faniiy who alsc have a wife and & ghl e request

to have partition te eliminate unnecesssry noise.”
AkiraBKiraehige, wife and child,
20-3~

"Want privecy.”
@mM&d\d) ggfgfnr shi and wife.

"Being a young married couple living with the family and
wanting the privacy of ocur own room,"
George Ito and wife,

&Q0-7-D




Avg. 14, 1942,

Here are presented a few generalizations arising out of a study
of the many applications for a change of address within Camp #1 and of
the attached reasons given by the applicants stating why they feel
that their respective applications should be approved.

It 18 interesting to note that, in a study of the 799 appli-
cations for a change of address filed from the period of entry into
Poston up until July 24, 1942, the majority of the reasons presented
were labeled as elther 'ygdiegl' or 'employment', the former having

R =

reference to the presence of a person in the family needing medical
attention and desiring to be c¢loser to hospital facilitles, to wash-
rooms, and to mess halls,gnd the latter refering to the desire to be
as close a 8 possible to the place of employment, Many other reasons

were given,i .e.tnlily disagrcem ent, overcrowdcdnall. the presonno.”

et et e S P S B

of two nnd throo tumillol 1n ono apartment, expoctant mother in tha

apartlont. however, ln the naJarit: of these instances the housing
hﬁSﬁm&ttoo either flatly rejected the application or requested the
applicant to walt a while longer and then to re-apply. In other words,
those applicants who stated 'medical' or 'employment' as their reason
generally received the approval to make the rquested change of address.
In an interview with Mr. Mitsuo Kaneko, who is in charge of am
housing under Dr. Powell, I find him of the opinion that the greater
portion of the stated reasons (other than that of desiring to be near
to the place of employment) are superficial, and are not the true
underlying causes for wanting to move elsewhere. In fact, some of the
reasons given are mere camouflages and more than often "downright
lies". |
To the applicationgd forms, many notes and requests signed
by physiclans, heads of departments, and other influential personalities
about the camp were attached, indicating a feeling on the part of the

applicants that such notes would earry great waight in the decision,



and from all apparent observation, these 'notes' have had quite a
bearing in the decision of each individual case. Roughly, I would
estimate that more than 90% of the applications with attached
so-called affidavits receiwed the offieial sanction to move.

An estimated 25% of the applicants gave 'medieal' as the reason
for wanting to change, but as one doctor has put it, "if they were
truly medical cases the only place they should request to be trans-
fered to would be the hospital™, Mr, Kaneke felt that only a mere
handful of those who presented thékr reasons as 'medical’' were
Justified in so doing. :

Granting that those who gave 'medical' as their reason
were Justified in receiving the official approval to move, it 1is
further interesting to note that those who presented 'employment'
a8 thelr reason were given preference over those who desired to move
because of overcrowdedness, incompatibblity, etec. To make for the
greatest happiness and comfort of the residents of the camp, the
latter should have been given preference over those who were of
good sound health and placed 'employment' as their reason simply
because they desired to be near their place of employment.

In the study I have also found that those with 'employment' reasons
do not have as many in their apartments as do those who presented

incompatibility or overecrowdedness as the reason,

L=ho-stud;-o#-tho-app%*oatiens—t--itit—tnnvnpi-t-T-tut-upbn

Femiiy—imrthre—setected—bioecis),



Notes on the reasons given by the verious applicents for a
chenge of address in Blocks 55. #19, #18, and #30,

Of the 799 applicetions filed from the period of entry
into Poston up until July 24, 1942 the four sample blocks
were involved in 62 epplications for e change of address, of
which 11 were rejected and 51 were apnroved,

A distribution of the 61 reascns thet were given can be
made into the following groupingi---(perenthesis indiestes re-

Jected applications)

(1) Health. Appliecation-#501, #508, #509, #590, #6982
#5935, #594, #595, #acl, #4901
494, (7374) 11 ep-roved-
1 rejected

(2) Reletives & Friends. Applieation--(7405), #442, #565,
T 635, 7715, #7539,
#668' gsﬁa. ,:‘66"

7665, #8666, #667,
668, #669, #670,
672, /673, #674

8 approved- 1 re-
ecied,

Proximity to Employment. Application--#406, #4028, #409,
§410. #6503, #538,

543, /555, 7378,
528, (#5461, #586,
587, #588, #589,
717

15 approved-one
(4) Incompatibility. Application--(ﬁ363), #364, #371, #583,
750 3 afgfo;ad-a I'é-
eg¢ted,

(5) Overcrowding. Application--(#388), #744 1 aporoved-
llﬂiieei

(6) Convenience. Application=-(413), #542, #59, (#400)

Ito work, to Mess Hall) 2 sprroved-2 rejected
to latr{n

e, to washroom)




(7) Liscellenecus. Appliestion--i577, (#%89), (#590),
#799)

gp roved-

8 rejected,

In looking for clues from the ebove list of reesons,
there is much evidenfe that the leads must be obtesined else=
where then from this list, which shows the greater porticn of
the reeson classified under "Relatives & Friends", "Employe
ment", and"Health", If the reesons given were "incompatibi-
1lity" end "overcrowding” one een assume thet, here, there
ere sufficlient reasons for looking into the family set-up.
Howover,‘the study of the reesons beecme imnortent end became
epplicable to the individual families that ere surveyed only
as they tie up into the general picture.

Yet enother point why the ebove list ¢annot be used sole-
ly ee en index for the family study is the feeling that not all
of those who heve problems to sclve have sought the "change
of residence” means a2 a wey to the solution of their respecs
tive problenss

- The following is a word by word transerintion of the vare

ious reesons given hgbthe ﬁgfliéants for e change of addressi- ==

K6V EER CLASS
#3635~ 3564 (Eo,

"Family disturbenges, City People, Sister Rural, "
6«9-A to 1l4-9-A
(Mo)

#405

"A brother and couple of his friends are on their

way to Join ussy The fether (who is e stranger to us)
is going to join his femily who is now living with
us, lMother has to be near latrine especially in
winter," 6=9=A to 6+3~D




#406-7408-7409-7410 (ok)

"All six spplicents are working in #59 ess Hell
end were not able to leave block #60 till recuest
for change of eddress blanks were mede,"

60-10-B to 59«l<A
#413 (wo)

"The reason is I am working in Kitchen ﬁlk. 35, and

treveling back and forth is very insonvenient,"
19-3-8 to 35-14-D
#442 (ok)

"Closer to friends and better all around,”
S=Bel t0 B=3«D

#503 (ok)

"Employmenty
6-11-D to 31=-12-D

#507=-508-509 (ok)

""To take care of sick lady."
- : 6=13= to 6-8-4

#538~(see #577) (ok)

"Enployment " )
6=d-A to Slsl4-D

#5482 (ok) |
"Latrines and Leundry,”

G«lleA t0 6~11eD
#543 (ok)
"En order to be near place of employment and near
hospitel--wife is expeecting child in two months,"
6=8-D to 31-13«D :
#5797 (ok)

"To e¢lear records",
Ol=ld«D 10 Ged=A




#555  (ok)

"Work in Add, bldg, and in hospital on med.=sani-
tation division."
6=-14 to 3l=4-=A

#585 (ok)

"Would like to stay with two boys in 1ll-8-D as
guardian, There are two families in 3-A at the
present, consisting of seven persons, It will
leave a fanily of five if we move to 2«D.

6=-3=A Lo 6-2-D

#590 (ok)

"lMedicel™ with Ok, attached by doctor,

€«5-B to 6«13
(subsequently rejected on recommendation by
Miss Tsukao of Socs Serv, Dept. that her move
ing to women's quarters where only young girls
live will create a socisl nroblem as Mrs. Yuka=-
wa is 53.)

#591 (ok)
"Por convenience to be ¢lose to the adm, bldg. where
the eng, dept., is loecated.”
. B=l4- to 3l-d-A
#592-#503«#504~#595 (ok)
"iiiss Tsukeo is 11l and would like to live closer

to the latrines.,"
B=8=A t0 6=«5«C

BLOCK 30 - URBAN CLASS
#371 (ok) |

"Unable to sleep due to noise,"
i 36-10-D to 30=~13-A

#8372  (ok)

"Being Fire Chief, I must be necr the fire station
and attend all fires,"
6=3=D to T0=1l=A




#3282 (no)

"Fanily consis to eight. Expeeting snother child in
October--mother is sick at present-one epartment in-
sufficient.”

30=18+A t0 30~14-B=C
(ok)

"Y+ Akede was confined to the hospitel for three
weeks and wes Just released e few deys ego, Pre-
sent apartment being #8 barreck situated at cross
street, dust problem is terrible., 4Am a cock and
would iikn to be near Mess Hell when I am able to
return to work.,"

30=8=A to 30-14-~C

(ok)

"liove désired because of daughter's illness(epilepsy).
Father elso has long standing illness,

(Drs's note--"Kindly move Higashi femily from
Blk, S55-80A to closer to women's latrine due
to her deughter's illness (epilepsy).)
( 8igned)
SO0=80A to 30«14-C

(ok)
"We came from Salines and were separated from our

relatives end friends and wish to join them at
Poston II."

S0=-8-A to 220-8-0
(ok)

"Have part of femily in other camp,"
30-14-A to Poston II

{ok)

"Relatives end employment,"
30-13-8 to 18-8-D

(ok)
"The doctor has given me orders to move into a
quiet epartment, Right now we live with a couple
and a baby. I cannot sleep at night and need the

rest q'
46-10-D to 30-14-B




BLOC
#374 (né)
"We want to move because of the attached paper,(e state-
ment from Dr, Wada that a member of the family has a
pain in the knee) and all our close life-time friends

lives in Blk 19, Also it will be c¢lose to work because
I have to walk to work,

4-1-A to 19-13-C
#389-#390 (no)

"or dh%ldren“. "Due to the children safety from being
hurt.

19-11-A to 19-14-D
#400 (ne)
"We wish to move in with my rother-ine-law due to illness
my wife has to help out vi th the femily,."
4-4-D to 19-3-B
#5288 (ok)
"Works in Mess Hell, would like to be nearer working

place,”
19-13-D to 32-18«C

#799 .(no)

No reason,
19-14-B to 18-9-B

BLOCE 18 RELOCATED CLASS
(no)
"Son working in Medicsl werehouse, present home too
far from his job."
2-8-C to 18-6-B
{ok)
"Family Conflicts™
16-8-A to 1l8-14
(ok)
"Employment™

18«13~ to 54-19




#8587 (ok)

" Baployment"
18-13 to 6~14

#588 (ok)

"Employment"™
18-13 to 54-13

#6589 (ok)

"Employment”
18-13 to 54-19

#662-#663-§664~7665 (ok)

Employment possibilities end friends in /2 camp.
#18 to 72 Camp

#666 (ok)

"We would like to live near our friends end relatives,
We would like to live near the letrines end leundry
because of so meny children and also beceuse of an
elderly sick person, She needs redieal attentions

18-10-A-B to #8 Camp
#667-668=669-670-671-672-673-674 (ok)

"Friends end employment possibilities”. :
From #1 to #2 Cemp

#7117 (ok)

"Empl oymen t”
18-14 to 11-14

#744 (ok)

"Eight rediding in one epertment with four small child-
ren all under 3 yrs., One irritates esch other and batles
will not rest, One working in dentel steff end I em
working in factory pla ning, We curselves because of
children cennot rest or plan to do work constructively."

18-10-D to 18-10-B

#750 (ok)
"At present Mr, Uyehate is living with enother femily;-

it is too crowded, end Mrs, Uyehata is mentally ill,"
18-6-4 to 17-10-B (JNF)




C=2-42

INTERVIEW: PHYLLIS KINCSHITA-(Housing Dept. Investi-
gator)

uhtil last month we did not follow through with an

“U-.\'

investigation of the 1many requsests for & chenge of address sim-

because we were too Owe der with the many intekes and

ant work. Now t we can give each request
3 5

kind of attention thsat should be given in each instance,

investitating each request cs it comes in to us.

we gre

are cooperating with the Family Welfare Department in this

we

respect. To date there have been 1121 epplications for a

in Poston I, of which number 799 were
applications are
these investi
only

date we hav have been

Cur poliey now
evidences cail er approving the

every reason to be gareful in

only ebout 9 veacant apartments

though there are ebout 5 or 6

reserved to be divided into

pertition material comes in.

apartments that we have on file now must be kept for emer-

al transfers from octher ceenters.

gency ceses, and for spet

There are altogether too many applicstions being brought in

with letters or notes written by a member of the hospital staff.




We cannot issue transfers for purely medical reasons be-
cause the number of sviailasble gpartmen is so limited. We
feel that in the Tirst few months - sued trensfers too

sometimes not too wisely. <There have been many

cases where approvael was not justified, and many more instan-

rejection was not justified. - However, we hope to

more just treétment hereafter by our rolicy of investi

"Meny femilies came into ca n feeling that they could get
elong well even if they were assigned to the ame apartment
however, in due time, the meany small irritetions became invol-

into a huge e i ion, and soon the femilies find
themselves not on speaking term, and sc forth--leading intoc an
applicetion for transfer.®

In almost every instance where an investisation was con-
ducted prior toc epproveal or réjection it wes disc¢closed that

deeper reason underlying the written reasons on
Cnly a thorough investigaticn brings out these
it is very necessary we conduct these

perscnel investigations.




9-17-42

THE FAMILY: via Mits Raneko--

There are chronic apnlicants who simply caniot get along with their
neighbors. There is one case -n record of a couple who have applied for
a transfer four timee. In each instance it was impossible to assign
to this couple an individual apertment because of the lack of partitiong,
and ithad been mecessary to d-uble up this couple with and the family in
each instance there was friction between the two families resulting in
another request for transfer. lir. Kaneko expects this counle back many
pore times until such a time as when partitions will enable a =maller

ro0m to be given this couple--just chranic, says Mits, (JNF)



Minutes of the Executive
Committee of the Block Managers'
September 23, 1942

e y RS g, s sy =

The Executive Committee of the Block Managers' with the Housing
Committee of Poston 1 and 2, held at Block 306 Recreation Hall,
Wednesday, Septesber 23, 1942, at ¥:15 p.m. was called to order
by Tom Sakamoto.

Representatives were: :

Cemp 1 Mr. John Eotano, Mr, Johnny Fukushina, Mr. Elmer Suski,
Mr., Tak Nighimoto, snd Mr. Mits Kaneko--Housing.

Camp 2 Mr. Mori, Mr. Shimi-u, Mr. Hashimoto, Mr., Iwashige--
Housing.

Cemp 3 Mr. Tom Sakamoto, Mr. Dale Okmzaki, Mr. Sam Fujita,
Mr. Yoshio Mamio, Mr., Kaye VWatanabe, Representative
for Mr. Toru Tkeda, ¥r, Ichiro Okada, and Mr. Ben
Furuta--Housing.

It was decided to be an open discussion.

It was an understanding that the three units would hold a meeting
and discuss the various problems ebout housing. We had an under-
standing that we would receive flooring and some kind of imsulation,
and now we are told that we will not heve any. It is up to us to
get a general appeal directed to Mr. Head and demand that those
things be given to us. '

At Camp 1 end 2, it wes sugzested by Mr. Head that we gather all
the facts and put thie into a letter form, signed by all the Block
Managers and also by the Health Depertment. He then will write

to W.R,A, using this as a basis. Actual problems that exisis will
have & 1ot to do. In other words, we will appeal to hiz and he
will write to the proper authority.

Mr. Tak Nighimoto intwoduced Dr. Powell from Camp 1, who suggested
that there should be coordination betweer the three cemps on t'i s
natter. i

The following is the information endsuggestions given at the meet-
ing?

1., Flooring:

a. Therc has been meny cases of children catching cold
becavse of the cold air coming through the crecks
in the floors.

b. Manzanar has linolium flooging, why can we not have
it here?! Of course the climatic condition is dif-
ferent, but the @ld here is & dry cold and is very
painful,



-2-

{

2. Insulatiom: ,

a.  Plastic board be used for walls and ceilings, since this
is not on priority.

b, Letters from the Health Departmente with facts that it is
necessary to have insulators in the building.

3. Heating:

a. We are to be given oil burners, Lut hhis will be burning
day and night to keep the rooms warm. Of course, if we
have hatter insulation and flooring this will ald a great
deal.

4. Window screen:

a. Screens should be placed to keep insects, mosquitoes, etc.
out. ZEspecially those that carry disease.

b. Screens are here but they are too narrow and will not fit
these windows. It ie in the Warghouse and we are waiting for
an replacement.

5. Partition:

a. Many families are lifing together at Camo 1, since they do
not have the small apartmente. They were friends when they
first came, but some are not even speaking to each other now.
It is not good for anyone on the Project that is unhappy
at home. It would be better to have privacy znd be crowded.

6. More Houses:

a. We will need more houses as time goes on. We do not know
how long we must stay here.

7. Sugsested that letters from the Health and Sanitation Department,
Welfare Department, Medical Staff, and Churches be sent in at the
gaze time; acting as a basis for putting in our request.

8. It was alnoomgguted that the temperature of this locality be givey,
lowest at 9 as reported by the Agricultural Department. The med-

jum temperature being 32° to 38°-
9. This petition letter is to be in the mail so that Mr. Head will re=-

ceive it not later than Tuesday or Wednesday. This will be signed
by all Block Managers.

10. If we should get any result in this manner, we should keep in mind
other necessities of the camp that is needed.

Representative from Camp 1 explained thattthey have nine representatives
in their Executive Committee; one from every "Quad", They are divided
into groups to take care of certain problems, guch as; hoising, daily
10g, daily strength report, etc. Camp 3 explaired that they huve two
from each "Rolu" on the Executive Committee, but wien they dividedd

into groups to act as an investigating committee, it was vetoed by

Mr. Burge and were told that they were to ect as clearing house for the
Administration. Mr, Nighimoto explained that at Camp 1 they do not act
as investigating committee, but nevertheless try to get the correct
information.

Representative from Canp 1 explained that those w shing to move to Camp
1 from Camp 2 or 3 were stoppred because of the fact timt they 9,500
people now. They do not want to fill it to 17,000 people unless the
W.R.A, orders this, and at that time those people from Santa Anita will
be given first choice. Those wishing to move from Camp 1 to Camp 2 or
7 may do so.
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: { AfST¢DYgOF THE APPLICATIONS FOR SMALLER APARTMENTS.
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Witﬂ‘the limited number of available apartments to meet

the needs of the apﬁlicants for a change of address, the Housing
Registration Department has set aside a separate file for those
wishing to be moved to smaller apartments if and when these
smaller units are constructed. And to date there has been filed
elghty some odd such applications.

In checking over the individual reasons given on the ap-
plication form,I find that they can be classified into 5 group-
ings, namely:--

The fear of being doubled up with another family.

The two family situation and its resultant ilncompatia-

bility.

The lack of privacy--especially for the newlyweds.

Overcrowding.

Employment, medical, and other reasons.

direct contrast to the applications for transfer that
were filed several months ago, the applications now pouring into
the housing committee carry stronger and more definite reasons;
that is, the families requesting the changes are beginning to
put into writing the actual grievances that they are bearing, and
not trying to camouflage their motives for wanting to move. In a
sense these applications are an admission on the part of the
families of the failure to readjust themselves to the apartment
as assigned to them originally, and in other words, the families
are still trying to readjust themselves to the basic 20' x &5!

(avg)

in the 20' x 12' apartments.
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HOUSING

wum the limited number of apart-
ments available to mee e needs of the applicants for a

change of address._ﬁﬁlgﬂousing hegistration Department has
set aside a2 file for the applications for those desiring
smaller apartments. To date there has been filed about
elghty some odd such applications. The following are some
of the reasons stated in detail by the applicants themselves.

l. "Living in unpartitioned dorm at present. ©Sixteen
in here."

2. "There are eight of us. One child three years of
age, an elderly fellow interned that must have
urinal bowl and chamber pot which baby bothers
with. Too many adults for the one child."

3. "#t present there are two families living together.
We have no privecy. And I have many interviewers
———————— efpecislly pertzining to welfare and etc.
As a block manager I believe I am entitled to an
apartment of my own."

4, "At present there 1s eight in one apartment. It
heppens to be in the smaller rooms and is very
uncomfortable and crowded."

5. "There is eight in one apartment and would like
to move to an apartment adjacent to my parents.
The room that we are now living is very small
and inconvenient."

6. "My family is small. I would like to leave this
large room for a large family and move into a
smaller room."

7. "The room we have now is too big for our family
so we will like to move to another guarter where
there is vacancy."

8. "We have a ten month's old bsby, requiring during
certain parts of the day azbsolute guiet. This
cannot be accomplished unless everyone in the
household recognize: the importance of sleep to an
infant. Another single room for our family will
be in the best interest of health for our baby.
Our family is living with another in a single room.
It is difficult if not ilmpossible to obtain any
privacy under these conditions. Where there are
two heads of families, there is bound to be mis-
understanding, hence incompatibility."



10,

11,

13,

14,

16.

"Work in the Kitchen so it is better to live nearer
the kitchen. Their is too in our family so we
rather live in smaller room and give big room to
big family.®

"My son,------- s works in the night as an ambulance
driver and at present with eight in one spartment
it is very difficult for------ to rest during the
day. I wish to have two apartments together be-
czuse when the children run in and out as it is
at present and when we have visitors my son has
to get up and leave. With two apartments, one
can be used for the family and the other for my
son."

"Living with father, mother and my sister besides
my own family seven altogether. There are five
adults and two babies. The babies take up just
as much room as the adults if not more. Also
we belong to the volunteer block so we feel that
we are justified in making this request."

"My father is a cook at Block 6 and he would like
to be able to keep an eye on the dining hall."

"Ground is not level. Neighbors are too noisy.

My mother has to be near the latrine during the
winter."

"Too noisy. Bad for ---- ----- $nerves and ----
----Sheart. Want room for two people only. Want
privacy." -

"There is six in the room now and the baby needs
more room now. The people with us cannot rest
well with a beby crying at night. Also baby can-
not sleep with noise in room during day so we like
have an spartment of building 13."

"People with whom they are living were strangers be-
fore the came. The other family has a member very
ill and when she uses the chamber, it leaves a
very pugnant oder. The other day when she her ill-
ness became serious, she went as far as accusing
Brs,------ for it. As the result Mrs.------ has
become extremely nervous more so than she was.
Please move her."



17.
18.

13.

= B

"Family troubles. Volunteers."

"Want smsller apartment. Doubled up to make more
room when room was needed."

"Want to move into smaller apartment because of
baby."

"There are two couples and two single men in one
room. The room 1s partitioned with curtains hang-
ing =21l certain ways. The room is hot because
of lack of air going through. Want to move to re-
lieve scme pressure.”

"Want to move into smeller spartment. V“annot get
along with the people with whom they live which
is a different family and not relzted.”

"At present we are occupying temporarily a large
apartment and since we have to move when the smeli-
er apartments are partitioned we would like to
move to Block 5 beczuse some of our friends reside
there and for the added reason that it is relatively
guiet."

iDesires to move to 31 because husband works in
hosptal."

"Living with ----- family. Do not like living with
another family."

"Being single and alone I desire sn apartment by

myself rather than to have an apartment with stran-
gers.

"There is three family in the room. I have to go

to work at 4 A.M. on water truck to Parker so it
bothers the people who live with us early in the
morning and so at night I can't not sleep early

account of noise."

"There are three families in this one apartment.
This is a very urgent case."

"Needs partitioning immediately due to cold weather."

"Wife is pregnant. Baby expected in two weeks."



30.

1.

3.
54,

55-

&6 .

&7«

é8.
39,

40.

41.

il

"As a Block Manager present living quarters is
too far from office, and not convenient to attend
urgent matter after office hour."

"Majority of people of this block wishes them
(==-3) to move (--=-=-- ) out because of mothers
refusal of anyone elses entrance into latrine
while any member of family occupies it."

"Employed as a2 night watchman, cannot sleep during
day sharing the cabin with another family and
¢hild.”

"Can't get along with other families."

"Mr. A and Mr. B who is now in 5C can't get along
with Mr. C in the same apartment. This has been
going along since the day they got together.™®

"Mr. A can't get along with the B's in Apartment
C. They've arguing for & long time now, and they
want to move immedistely."

"Nine in spartment. Over-crowded so three wish to
move to smaller apartment when they are completed."

"Living with another family. Wish privacy as need
room for study."

"Mrs. ----has very sick heart. Needs zbsolute rest."

"Cannot get slong with other family. Mr.-----

at present cooking school. Over-crowded. Living
at present with another family of four at above
address."

"Two separate families, one of two people and the
other of four people occuping one room. Would
like to live as family unit. Also crowded now.
Would like to change address before any difficul-
ties should arise."

"Over-crowding and two separate families occupy

same apartment. Two families with no previous
acquaintance are sharing the intimacy of one

single room. Another thing the boys are studiously
inclined and need more room for study."



il

4z, "Mrs.----1s in poor he:zlth and would like to be zas
near latrines &s possible. Other occupants of
apartment are all elderly aslso and it would be
convenient to be near kitchen and etc. They do
not get along with other family they are living
with at present time."

43. "Couple ----- newlyweds would like to apply for
smell partitioned rooms."

44, "Very crowded."

45. "He's working at the pump house and it'll be =2
great help if he moves to Block 3. He's married
and wishes to have a small room after the carpenters
get through."

46. "Wishes to move to other end of barrack so they can
be near water faucet. They are from Szalinas and
unaccustomed to hot weather so they water their
house three or four times a day and it is hard to
carry water from one end of the room to the other.
The old people 2lso wish to be as close to the
latrine as possible."

47. "More privscy desired."
48, "Center apartment desired. liore privacy desired."”

49, "Two families living in one room. Losing family
relationship be not being z2ble to talk freely be-
cause of other family. Also plan to become tea-
cher. Will need gquiet for study."

50. "Seven in one room. Three different families."

5l. "Wants small apartment. bBkight in one apartment at
the present time."

5. "Eight in one apartment. Too crowded."

53. "At present they are living with another family of
three. But they would like to move into a smaller
apartment for more privacy and because the bzby is
slek."

54, Memmooo being ill would like to get into a2 room
where she can rest peacefully. There are seven in
-------- family and at present we are living with
another family in Block 54. Therefore if a larger

room is available all the members can live in the
same block!

55. "Overcrowded with two families. Families do not get
along very well."
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Notes: Family Survey
SUBJECT: Application for smaller apartments.
Block #18, Relocation €lass

The followlng parties desire to move into smaller apart-
mentss ‘

Mr. and Mrs. Misaku Yamaguchi 18-2-D
Mrs. Suzuki 18-7=C
Bunzo Kamitani 18-14
Sumikichi Higashi 18-1-A
Matsuda 18-4-D
Minoru Koike 18-3-B
Watanabe and Otsuke 13-5-4
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Block 42, Rural Class.

The following parties desire to move into smaller apart-
ments.

Kats Watanabe
Kiyomatsu Yoshida
Mamie Yoshida
Toshio Sugimoto
Koichi Tsunoda
Gihei Hirose
Laurie Masushige
Jim Masushige

T. Masushige

Jun Yano

Harry Futa
Kishiro Sasaki
Elmer Suski

Tome Kosuga

Ruby Riyoku
Yoshio Ikada
Naokichi Ito

Y. Okazaki

Fred Kohno

W30 O30
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TO: Housing Pept.
From: Block office #4g

SUBJECT: housing

(1) The following rooms are occupied by three-two and one
families.

Three families: 4&£-12-D

Yamashita (5 This room has three separate families.
Frictions already evident. #r, Yagms -
shita recently returned from intern-

ment to make the eight in room.

Ito b
Vkazaki 3

Two families: 4£-12-B
Sakurai 8) This room has two related families in the
Kohno £) same room, however, it is Kohno's desire to
have a separate room for his mother and
himself.

One family of 8: 42-12-D
Takanos (8) Crowded facilities in one room. Desire
transfer of boys only into some other
room. Youngest boy 15.

Kitagawas 42-6-B
(8) Crowded family ranging from £1-5.
Two oldest boys desire private room for
themselves.

(2) We have had two families who have long desired to move into
our block since we-were first placed in here. They are "orphans"
from our orgin Coachella Valley who have been placed in Block

44, We hope very much to have these people transferred into our
block at the first opportunity.

Matsuishi 44-11-D Es peop;eg
lizutani 44-11-C (7 people
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Block #8, Volunteer Class

In this block there are no requests and applications
for smaller apartments from the families in the block, but
there is a request for partitioning of the womeﬁ's barrack
into smaller privete apartments. No request was made by the

bachelors quarters.

# A}\Q )
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Block #30, Urban Class.

Applications for smaller apartments.

(1)

"Two separate families. Three babies in one room
means too much noise."
T. Mochizuki, wife and two
children.
30-10-C

"Two separade families. Want privacy."”
S. Nagai and wife.
30-10-B

"We have two couples and one children. ZThe other couple
are young. I have wife and a son, wich-is nine years old.
It is very bad for the children." :
Eddie Yamamoto, wife and
family.
30-11-D

"There are two families living in this one apartment so
would like to have it partitioned off."

Y. Hamano and wife.

30-5-B

"Other party expecting father who's in 1ll health and with
seven grownups it will be overcrowded. Minor irritations
have added up to a point of high tension."
M, Nakamurs and 2 children
30-9-B

"Lne&?égéééty; the other couple consistently fighting among
themselves--sometime until one or two in the morning.

Plays radio loudly until late. HKLeeps dog. We are not on
talking terms--only when absolutely necessary. My wife is
chronically 1ll health and is now pregnent. L am going to
teach in the Poston School this fall and must have a quiet
place to study and prepare the lessons. Also he is al-
ways banging away in the apartment until he retires. Ve
no longer live peacefully together. The breaking point
has been reached."

George Ohi and wife.

30-1-C

"Due to nervous breakdown on part of Mrs. C, Kuwahara
desires more quiet place, with little more privacy, at
present, we are living with another couple."”
Henry Kuwshara and wife,
30-14-D
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"Living with another man Mr. Kimura in a small apartment
totaling 8. We wish to move out or issue authorization
to Mr. Kimura to move to some other apartment where it is
not overcrowded."
Hisa Nishi, wife and 3 children
and father and mother.
30-11-B

"Because at present there are two families in this apart-
ment and we would like to have two separate apartments
for more privacy."
M, Ishibashi and wife.
30-5-A

"At present we are living together with Mr. Bdward Ouchi's
family who also have a wife and a child. We regquest
to have partition to eliminate unnecessary noise."
Akira Kirashige, wife and child.
30-3-D

"Want privacy."
Frank Ishi and wife.
30-8-D

"Being a young married couple living with the family and
wanting the privacy of our own room."

George Lto and wife.

30-7-D
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HEMO TO1 mm-mmam Otﬂ.u Unit 1
FRON ¢ Housing Depertment, Uni ’

SUBJECT: Chenge of Address
A ehisa
o~

lirs Re Tkede at present a hospit Jﬂnﬁ, and

Mre Ay Shi from Camp 1, 35«

move i. .
mmm‘mmmrmu there will
be seven persons in one apartment will make

it overerowded, munﬁy in view of lir, Ikeda's
old age and weak eondition, he requires a seperate
cmw to get the neceseary rest ;nd 1?1“.“

+ Shigehlsa, a bachelor from Camp an o
MM of ir, Ikeda's, He iz a nm-mrushul
but !:: h qua lified to treat lir, Ikeda's dlabetie

Upon investigation :;.tgnd ::;t m-; Ikeda has been

taking a -dc or twenty yeers,

and has bem a diabetie patient gu the last ten

gnu; He is mu{ upset and needs rect and quiet,
Shigehisa will be of at assistance to the

block as well as to lres Ikeda « H e has been reguested

by the Block Manager of 209 to move there bessuse

of his wide interest anc capability in understanding

nisei problems,

The Housing Department feels that lirs Ikeda should be
granted a separate apartment in view of the sbhove
eonditions, Mr, Shigehise's presence here will a l1so
be & great ald to the commmnity.

This application has been passed.

HQU SING DE’ARTEEH'I‘
UNIT II



MEMO TO3 Housing-Registration Office, Unit 1
FROM3 Housing Department, Unit 2

SUBJECT: Change of Address

This offise invest! u& an thi.s date, the reas
sona for these two ehi Kobaa'uh:l
and Fpank datsumoto, ﬁo ww fm 209+15=8 and
209-10«D, rnpoﬂanln to 209=14=B,

wm: m cthw in the apartment 13-
and the others feel to tmdoﬁ
am m:.e prwnla in Apertment 10eD,
which Frank lia to resides with seven

other mtaa

Upon spes king with various members of these two
mxm we find thet the main reason for
mm wighes to move 1z because he
!.l m muzng with a married souple, Therefors,
in order to receive another small spartment, he
collaborated with a relative, Frank Matsumoto, to
progcure it,

This office feels that these reasons for making
this change are not sufficient, There are numers
ous cases in Unit 2 of three adults in small sparte
mu. Apartment 10«D glso haprens to be one of
apartments in the ks If Es Eobaye=
M still desires to move because of the married
couple, we feel that he should move to Apartments
10-4 or C, the occupants of which are all his
G&vn and each room houses only five persons,

This application was rejected,

HOUSING DEPARTMENT
UNIT II




September 15, 1942

MEMO TO: Housing-Reglstration 0ffige, Unit 1
FROMN Housing Department, Unit 2

SUBJiCT: Change of Address~-~William Furuya

Bashelor William Furuya was arlgmllr ass]

to 214«C and D; with a famlly of ten bntvfahu
t:nimoﬂnwh eubarrassment snd other insone
v encen,

ﬂ lnmmuas R &’thr o
especiall; hree young
ladies of the household.
We find that Mr. Furuya does not reside with
the Shiremisu family now because of these conw
ditionss His bagsage and other belongings ere,
however, still in their care, but they do not
kmow where he now resides,

In view of his p t, the Block ager of 214
is in favor of mov William Furuya 8«4,
bachelor quarters, which is now housing only a
single man,

William Puruya has been moved to 2li«B-A,

HOUSING DEPARTHMENT
UNIT II




September 15, 1942

MEMO TO: Housing-Registration O0ffice, Unit I
FROM: Housing Department, Unit 2

SUBJECT: Change of Address

lire John Hanemura, now residing in Bloeck 215«
Bég’;iam to move to 213-l4sH, with his
no lirgs Take Kanemmura

lirss Esmemura is at present in the Stockbon
Assembly Center, Arrangements have been made
for her to come to Poston, Unit 2 to reside
with her son, John, who is now reglstered as
a bachelor,

o Ty 5 I e

' _ ; arri-
msmm oy will ocsuse a ¢ i_ut&en!.a
the Onoye family, snd now that Johh and his
mother will comprise a family, he feels he
should have a separate apwtn&h

Ve have talked with the respective parties and
the Block Manager of 213, and find the above
statements to be corrects We feel that this
move should be granted,

John Kenemursa h as been moved to 218-14+H,

HOUSING DEPARTMENT
UNIT II




September 15, 1942

MEMO TO: HousingeReglstration 0ffice, Unit 1
FROM Housing Department, Unit 2

BUBJECT: Change of Address

This office investigated on this date, the rea-
gsons for these three individuals, x.m, om&a.
Tsunekichi Nenami, and Kulchi layeds, to move
211=6~A with thres members of the nuﬁa

are residing in 2lledsA,

Two of the above individuals are over 70 years of
m, and one is 60 ) olds Prior to evesuation,
hed resided with and had been under the care
of Endo family, All three of them being W
lors, when they were released from m
again returnsd to the 0 Mlﬂ apms
in which these three are resi is rather far
from the “ndo apartment for the s to render
proper care and asslstance which they need from time
tgdtim becsuse of thelr waning health cesused by
old age.

Upon speaking with the members of the indo family,
we find that feel it is their rﬂponn!.bns.%y
to take care of three individualis, PFrior to
evasuation they hed done the same, and sbill feel
that they 4 pender their ulsishnn#

B:Mvmmmutgr the “ndo family move into
w ‘Wm ¢ three baechelors M
would not only be closer for assistance, but it
wﬂld alsc alleviate the congestion in ‘ho “ndo aparte
meking it ten persons in two large rooms.
iu the fect that this move will leave no vacant
ta for block purposes; the Dlock Hanager of
1 and this department feel !hlt the age end condi-
tion of the men, and also the situation of ‘g
eongested mﬂm’e merites this moves

The three bachelors and three members of the Indo
family have been moved to 2ll=G«A,

HOUSING DEPARTMENT UNIT II



COLORADO RIVER “IAR RELOCATION PROJECT
Poston, Ax lVOPa

Jenuary 25, 1943
MEMORANDUM FOR: Depertment Hoade and Branch Chiefes
Nell Pincler, Chief of Community Sexrvices

Housing accormocdations

Due to the fact that so many new employees g to Posgion, we
are faced with an acute housing shortacge for the a€11n1 stration
eﬁployees and guests, It ig almoet impos le for us to reintein our
records accurately because these new eiployeeﬁ ané puests arrive un-
announceﬁ anéd at odd hours., e ore, therefore, recuesting that the

£

following information be cupplied this office regularlys

1, The date of arrivol of new plovees or guests at least 48
hours before tiie;r reach i ]
The number of peovnle in eacd fanily to be accommodated. (07ven
a recuest is made for one incividual end he arrives with
other members f the Pamily, )
e Dronosed Fenghh of sgtay. (I 1he pezty is conineg for TWo

0r thiree C:?s, our arvencenents +4ll be made dlfferently than
if they rere ccmins in on a pernensent begis.
A, The Gepartnent in =ich & new emplovee is to be enployec.

Iu 'whe past we have been in the habit of pleeins short-time suests An
the roone of the permanent workers curing their absence.

notify wou that such & vrectice ds to be discontin

inasmueh a8 meny of the permanent enployees have fixed up TOOMSs
confortably and when they lezve on short business *;m_; *1*y ‘o not
put sway their belongings. We feel it is wxohg bO put ﬁ%*“ﬂ ere in
and

\..-
these roons for this receson we are fir¢og“ prﬁctlce,

(1622)




02 OGCUPANTS HAVING TF.UCETS WITHIN Bﬁi?AO“ﬁ‘*'
T ha Astia -
FROLT: Department of Fublic Health Qs Sud~

. [}
Division of sanitation Lnrrasad A"&"'\° kﬁh}, '\'&\-ﬂ

Due to indiscriminate us¢ of faucets within the barracks,
the Division of Seanitation Lereby formulates regulstions regarding
the use of tlie above Taucets.

1. &4l11 forms of laundrying and sh washing is
nrohibited.

lorning and evening toilet within the barrack,
such as brushing teeth, washing face, ete., is
prohibited. This ig permitted in the latrine

Only.

There must be a sultable receptacle such as a
bucket to collect the water underneath the faucet
and the waste water must be disposed of in the
latrine,

When bathing is necessiteted by the aged or by in-
fants, the used water must be disposed of in the
latrine,

wbproveds S Fressman, l.Ds
Director of Health and Sanitation

-(6%8)




Sept 2, 1942,

Close living conditions forbid any secrecy, especlially
within the block. There seems to be no yoom within the Dblock
for anything that is on the QT. Women, especially housewives,
have very little to do at home outside of washing clothes by
hand, and to top this off there 1s no place po B0cssscsneeeclll
this affords the women a great deal of time and energy towards
obeerving the sayings and the actions of others within the block.
Any little action or statement that is a bit out of the ordinary
will be sertain to catch the attention of someone in the block,
and anything that goes on in the block seems to be interest to
everyone in the block.

Gossip seems to run rampant, esp ecially the chébce

variety. With neighbors living at such close quarters it 1ls

no wonder that news travels rapddly.




A= - o~

Tonight as I sit here and type at my portable placed
on a card table that is used for slmost everything under the sun,
the thought came to me that I ought portray an actual evening at
home in an overcrowded apartment. I consider mine an overcrowded
apartment, for in it there are seven of us. At the present moment
my wife is trying in vain to put our four month old baby girl
to sleep. ©She is pacing the length of the x0' x «5' room with the
baby in her arms, but the baby continues to cry. My elderly male
cousin is lying prone on his bed in one corner of the apartment
and trying hsrd to concentrate on the front page of a three day
old newspaper, but I am certain that it is only with difficulty
that he is reading the paper, for he is constantly casting
glences toward my wife and the wailing baby. Wy middle aged
female cousin is also lying prone on her bed which is located in
the center of the room along side the bed of her ten year old
daughter who is still very much full of pep and energy despite
2 strenuous day of play outdoors during the day. The young dzughter
is keeping herself busy between making a2 necklace of melon seeds
and calling everyone's attention from time to time to the little
minnows that some of her little boy friends had caught for her
during the day in the nearby creek. My mother-in-law was puttering
around for awhile with her sewing, but she must have tired of it,
for I now note that she has gone outside and is carrying on a
conversation with one of the neighbdrs on our front 'porch'.

The thing that strikes me Jjust at this particular moment
is this: ---------- how long can we keep up this strain that is
brought about by the lack of privacy?

So much for the thought of the moment. I must go on to

other matters.
(J.N.F')



g-4-l42

y

Many of the families have resorted to the use of indoor clothes-lines.
In every apartment is to be noticed either a sshort line or a series of ropes
stretched across the room for drying purroses, the amount of line derending
upon the size of the family. Many of the residemte have constructed outdoor
clothesglines along side the barracks, and many block uiite have built an area
designed especially for clothes drying.

The dusty nature of Poston muet have had a d irect bearing on the utili-
zation of these indoor clothes lines and ever so much more with families
havi ng baby clothes and diapers.

With the already over-crowded apartment structure, wet clothes hung in-

doors out of necessity adds to the difficulties of readjustment. (JNF)



Sept. 17, 1942,
Rural families on the whole are better readjusted to the conditions
as found in Poston than are those families from the urban area s.
Those in the rupal blocks do not make as large an issue of the small-
ness of the apartment units as do those in the urban blocks.
The homes of the fabmers were in most cases no more than mere
wooden shacks that might even fall below the type of birrlekl
that are now being used. The majority of the farm homes had no
finished flooring, no insulation on the wall save for newspaper or
pasteboard attached to the wall, and in many cases no electricity.

The food served here at Poston is much superior from the dletary

point of view than that to which the Japanese farmers were
acocustomed to eating, and add to this the fact that the wives do
not need to do any cooking, and one can begin to see why the farm
group is more satisfied with this place than uho;- who evacuated
out of the urban areas. Then too, the farmers were accustomed to a
great deal m ore hardship than their neighbors from the city.

In general the farm group has readjusted 1tlolt/:;::‘ié§c quickly
than the e¢ity group. It is to be noticed however that the rurai
people are more prone to allow themselves to live in the apart-
ments as they found them,...bare, whereas the city people stress
the improvement of the inside of the apartments and are prone

to let the outside improvmants remain til} the last.

(JINF)




August 10,142 U

Mr, and Mrs. N. live with another couple, Mr. and Mrs, O,
in the same apartment. Both are young couples and have been wed but
a few years aplece; however, their many little minor frictions
have comtributed immensely to the building up of a great wall
of difference between the two couples. At the present moment this
difference almost verges on the point of hatred. I have written up
of an interview with these two couples in another report, and I wish
to record ohly one point here:-

The chief grievance on the part of the N's seems to be
that they feel that the 0's are mot very thoughtful and considerate
of the bilologlical needs and urge of the other eouple, The H's
state that they go out for ‘long walks' occassionally in the
evenings so that the §'s might have some measure of privacy in
the early evening in which they could have sexual intercourse as
they see fit, The N's state that ti.e O's never go out of an
evening, and thus give them no privacy. The N's feecl that their
8ex life 1s held back because of this inconsiderate attlitude
on the part of the 0O's,

(JuF)
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One phase-of the readjustment nrocess that ms not been accepted too
readily is that of the use of the outside flaucets and the latrines for wash-
ing the face and brushing the teeth. People are simply not in the habit of
traveling one-half block to wash their faces and teeth, having been accustomed
to walking just a few steps to the bathroom for these personal duties. This
has been especially true of the city folke; those evacuees from the rural
areas are not so reluctant to walk to the washroom for their personal make-up,
having had to do this sort of thing in the majority of the rural areas.

Specific orders have been issued through the block offices that the
people refrain from the use of the outside faucets as face washing facilities
in the mornings because of the unsanitary condition camsed by the lack of a
satisfactony drainage system. This readjustment to the use of a comnon wash-
room located apart and #uy from the living quarters is one that has not been

too easy for the people to take hold of . (JNF)



Sept. 14, 1942,

Last Sunday a new family moved into our bloek, The family
is made up of a young couple, 2 young uirln ‘and her mother.

The young girl is sixteen years of age, am age when everything
under the sun appears to put on a mew hue,

One of the first remarke that one of the immediate
mishbers made Wgsin reference to the girl, "I suppose now
t.hcro‘n be a lot of boys hanging around har apmiunt. and
raising a lot of nolse in front of the apartment until late

into the might."
: Now, a young girl of sisteen would not be mormal if she
"“Md not have a few boy admirers around her, and for that udult
to condemn this seems to me to be entirely unjustified.
In view of the limited space within the apartment it is ;

mach better that the young girl and hepr boy friends spend the
evening on the front poreh than for them to go for a walk
the-Lord-knows-where.




gept. 14, 1942,
Where individuals are living in an apartment with another
family at the mutual consent of the family and the individual
there seems to be evident a clecse harmoniums relationship that
is not evident in a set-up where the individual was thrown in
with a family through the housing-registration rush of the first
intake day.

Where two famllles are placed in one unit together, the
familles are most likely to succeed in maintaining happy
relationships for a longer period if not for the durastion
if there is a mutual interest of one kind or another,

Indications rromrthe personal interviews with the families

point to differences arieing chiefly out of families being
Placed together in the same unit when the families have nothing
in common to share.

(JNF)




Sept. 13, 1942,

The gentral location of the shower rooms makes its
accessibllty mcst convenient for the members of the blogck, and
thls factor is not etnrlookad_hﬁ the rniiﬁnntn.uu is made
etident by the frequent wse of the shower rooms. There seems to
be one very lmportant prebldn‘eonﬂlétud to the us§ of the
common shower rooms, and that is in relation to the use of the
showers by small children, adolescents, and mature sdults all
at the one and same time. Frequently in the showers I have
noticed small boys fixing their gazes steadfastly on the matured
nude bodies of the adults and upon the nude bodies of the
adclescents in their tranmitional stage. Needless to say
_ but that thie is a situation that is not very wholesome,
;ﬁhin situation might easily be tossed aside rith the rnmnrk
that after all there are only males 1nrelvcd nnd thnt it
should make very little difference. However, I feel that
the problem is a serious one to be thoughtfully considered,

I might suggest a staggering of hours so as to
permit children of a certain age to make use of the shower at
a certain time, while adolescent boys make use of another
designated time, and the adults likewise. This might alleviate
the situation which I deplored in the sbove statement. This

plan would@ hold true for the women's shower facilitlies also.

(JNF)

i




SURVEY: OF FAMILIES OF 2 & 3 IN POSTON #1

Sept. 16, 19kp

Faxp, of 2 Fam. of 3 Total
1 4 5
12 14 26
8 10 18
5 g 13
5 4 9
11 13 ol
I 7 11
3 4 4
12 10 22
g 11 19
2 5
1 3 4
13 12 25
11 12 23
16 4 20
3 i 4
9 14 23
1 10 11
5 b 9
21 18 3
12 12 2
5 E g
14 2 38
9 11 20
7 6 13
? e
5 T7 12
15 8 23
6 [ 12
5 5 10
15 10 29
g 14 22
10 | 17
7
6 10 16
-2 - b
271 296 573

(JNF)



September 28, 1942

VEMORANDUM TO: Mr, J. E. Evans
FROM: Housing=Registretion Office = Unit #1

STBJECT: HOUSING STATUS OF IPERSONS LEAVING FOR
QUTSIDE EMPL.OYMENT

Names of personsg who are leaving or have left for employment outside
of Poston and their Poston addresses shall be kept on file in the
Housing Office. 2

All individuals upon their return to Poston after termination of their
lsbor contracts will, in so far as possible, reside in the same apart-
ment where they dwelled previous to leaving for outside employment.

Single men leaving for outside employment who have not been residing
with thelr own family units but with other men in a separate apart-
ment will be reassigned to dormitories upon their return.

Upon the completion of small apartments, there will follow the move
ing and adjustments of many families., Some of the individuals who
have left Poston temporarily maybe affected by this necessary Te-
locating of families, They mey find that their home addreszes have
been changed,

Algo, other individuale may find, on returning, that they have been

assigned to altogether new blocks within the unit or to entirely

di fferent buildings within any certain block., These moves, if found
to be necessary moves by the Housing Department, will be due to the

present plan under way to equalize the population of every block in

Unit #1 to an average quota of 280 per block.

(For Housing Office)

The names of these individuvels leaving Poston shall be removed from
the Block Files and a notstion shall be made in the Consecutive Nume
ber Files that the person hae left for ocutside employment.

HOUSI NG-REGISTRATION OFFICE
Unit #1
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I. Whet is the lack of privacy and the communel mode of eat-
ing doing to the family? 4nd in respect to this what are ﬂqNuyj
the«1ndiv1duals sgying, and what are they doing about it?

AT -,‘ . a-ad o,

II. What is the structure of the famlly unit“hare at Poston°

A. The single femily,

B. The double family.

C. The bachelors and single women.

D. The families with in-lews and reletives.

IIT. Relationship of the family to the apartment.,

to the barrack.

to the block,

to the dining hall.

to the common latrines.
to the washrooms.

IV. Transition and readjustment of the families from & life
of self sufficiency and self support to the community way
of living--

A, Rurel community to Poston.
B. Urben community to Postch. ( INF)
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Poston, Arizona

May 20, 1943
MEMORANDUM TO: e, Togie Ogata
Steward's 0ffice
FROM: A, H, Leighton, Coordinatop
Bureau of Soeiological Research
SUBJECT: mmmnmmamrmnmer

THE BUREAU OF SOCIOLOGICAL RESEARCH

Request is herewith made for Saturday meal tickets (fs2 mess) foy
the following members of the Bureau of Sociological Research inasmuch
ternoona

1. Mery Kinoshits - 6-4=~D, holding week-day ticket #260
2, Iwao Ishino - 1lellea, holding woek-day ticket §27¢
S Tom Sasaki - 53-15-d, holding week-day tisket #211
4. George Yamaguchi - 5-7.B, holding week-day ticket #181
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NOTES: The Family BLOCK HOUSING SURVEY fﬂﬁ At

4).4 ‘(a m \ l““\é (-_‘...
or the 36 bloeks in Poston Unit #1, 30 bloek managors tur- et

ned in the survey reports conducted at the request of Mr, J. G,
Evans and of the 30 reports only three managers reportﬂthat there
is no housing trouble within their respeective bloeks. The pop-
ulation of these three bloecks all 7all below the 250 figure,
there being a total of 238 in tloek #82, 234 in “lock #87, end
239 in Block #28.

There are four bloecks whose total ponulation fsll under
'the 250 figure, but their respective problems are not as acute
on peper as in the bloecks reporting a total population figure
6r over 250. Those bloeks reporting a ponulation of more than
275 seem to have a hecvier proportion of housing diffieulities
than those bloeks having a population of between 250 and 275,
In other words an analysis of the survey will show thet the
housing rroblem is direetly correlated to the population count
of the bloek, and that the problems inerecase ss the population
increascs.

The reesons for the existing hausing »rcblem as given
by the bloek menagers in their reports show almost invariably |
thet the doubling=-up of families aprears to be the prime
feason for the difficulty in the readjustment process. { I0F)



Housing Troub.
@] g NO ¥ REASCN : ~=

OCKE_ ' POPULA., *
BLOCK T g5 33 U g
_ﬁ; * 268 ' & ' '
i v ' ¥ "0bviously overcrowded, frietion
#3 ' 306 G ' developing."”
o v e VwApt. 7-A, 7-5, 7-C, 7-D, 6-D, 11-B
. X ' ' have over 6 peorle with more than
_if4 v 291 W Sl ' two femilies living crowded together,."
' . o ¥ "Pwo d fferent femilies living in one
¢ $ ' apertment doesn't make them feel at
#5 = e * x '+ ' home and is a little erowded."
J v L
#6 TR Ao g 2 '  (Survey report missing
¢ < - ;‘WWa doubledup small families and in-laws
AL | 25 a e , earlier end we're afraid of trouble brea-
e, 2 e . king eny-time,."”
#12 4 _; ' ' (Survey report Nissing)
. . ' " "Pwo families of 4 and & residing in
713 a 301 & x . 9 ' one apartment; wish to live separately.”
. . : ' It isn't very serious one but there
#le o 297 "l e ' is =n apartment occupied by two young
' ’ i ' eourles with children, they like to
' ' t* geparate if possible. (within & bloek)."
i b ’ ¥V "Due tO OvVercrowdciness in SOme apart-
s ' 274 o * ments-two families in one cpartment.”
i ¥ Mt ¥
: W - ’ . ' "Overerowdi d i tibility."
_{l6é I R sl % vererowding and incompe ty
ANyt ' ' ' (Survey report i'issing)
V g - 0
a8 Y. 8 R Al '"Too meny femilies in together.”
. . . *"Barrack 14 hes femi 'y living in it and
#19 ¥ 284 ol x ¥ ' the bui!'ding is not nartitioned.”
: ' T R WA young couple Who are expecting & baby
#21 d 188 : - ' wants room by themselves."
satiy ¥ 0
g8 ' 238 ' L
“ﬁ_z ] T ¥ T
s ' 800 .o ¥ ' (Uvercrowded)
2 L 1 i
je7r v 234 v ' x
—L L] L] 1 L]
L 239 L] L ] "
28 . 33 ; giE T = V
_jfe0 % 286 ' ’ ' (Survey report missing)
s b J '_T ¥Wint. Beg¢ 18 overcrowded and a family of
jed ' 268 S ' two would like to heve a senarate apt."
v v ' TWTwo old couples in 5-C and Jo Asakunia
fa2 v 276 . = ¢ ' in 4-C (Just married).”
] R W Ll o
i§5 h 279 hd - v
o J J "Wwo families residing in one apartment
o v _ _pna TN ' want a partition instelled.”
T ] i i o T
#37 ' 249 o * (Doubling up in 3 apts.)
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3&20; POPULA . - REASOINs
_ifs8 ' ' ' ' (Survey report missing.)
v J J TR5ome mpertments have more than one
#39 v 306 ' A ' family. Some have 9 to 10 people
: ’ ' ' in one apartment.,”™
g k. v Towded rooms wWith femilies of par-
£4z ' 249 ' X ¢ ' ties of eight in ocne room prevails."”
' ' * t"A femily of six wants to have two
743 ' 387 ' x. = ' roomg."
J ' v T?ﬁ'mall families occupving large
_if44 .. 251 e RO WL, grtments."
\ » ' ﬂ% bove figures will show that there
#45 Y 259 ' % A ' are apartm-nts with multiple fam-
b d ’ ' 1lies which is a source of frietion.'
1 g ' eB, We are having trouble, some
#46 * 269 ' x - ’ barraeks are erowded and wish to
: : : : be parted. Partition will solve
our problem,"
v 83 v ""We Teve only a eouple of cases of
#53 * 258 ' - e * overcrowding. However, residents
. ’ ' ' are complaining of unequak distri-
' ¥ ’ ' bution in evartments; namely some
y » ¥ ¥ femilies of six to eight in cne
& ” o ¥ ' spartment while others with two
' $ . ' and three in family teking apart-
' 4 ' ; ment to themselves."
L] 1]
#54 . ’ ' survey report missin
. X ¥ ¥ tirely too many families shar-
g88 - * 270 ' x % * ing apertrents. Not good. Al=
’ " ' ' ways requesting single apartments.”
v T o~ ¥V (lack of privacy for new%yweasj
#60 ' 250 ' x * *"glso too many smell children and too
. * ' * noisy." Also, "There's going to be
] ] A

* a baby."




Colorado River War Relocation Project
Poston, Arizona

Memo To: All Division Heads and Employees
From: W. Wade Head, Project Director

Date: July 1, 1943

Your attention is directed to the use of the telephone service on
the Project. Since the installation of the new switchboards the
number of telephone calls to be handled has more than tripled.

The Poston I exchange has 12 trunk lines: 3 long distance, 3
Parker and 3 each to Units II and III. In addition ‘there are 80
stations on the board and this does not include all the telephores
on party lines.. During business hours it is not unusual for Irom
25 to 40 calls to come in per minute. These are both long discance
and local calls. There are only 15 pairs of ccrds cn this boerd and
it takes one pair to complete each call. Obvicusly the calls couie
in faster than an operator can possibly handle them., Also, as
happens increasingly often, all cords are engaged and it is im-
possible for the operator to answer an incoming call uabil a call
in progress is completed. There is only one way this condition
can be relieved and that is to reduce the number of telephone calls
being made.

None of the telephones on the Project are here for personal or
social calls. The only calls to be made over these phones are
those pertaining to project business. Some offices are abusing

the use of their telephones by holding long and unnecessary con-
versations thercby preventing other, possibly urgent, calls fron
being completed. Each person, both appointed personncl.snd evacuess
is therefore requested:

(1) To make every effort to rcduce the number of telephones
calls from his respective office.

(2) To limit all cells to project business only.

(3) To make his conversation as brief as ruasonably
possible.

b k;;'

i A
AP /
W. Wade Head,
Project Director




 COLORADO RIVER
WAR RELOCATION PROJECT

June 29, 1942
Poston, Aylizona

Mr, Wade Head
Poston, Arizona

Dear 3ix

We of the Pharmscy profession do hereby request your consideras
tion for opening of a drug store seperate and apart from the canteen
::.w other business eanterprise, Our request is beased on the fole

ing:

1. FPharmacy is foremost a profession,

2. Pbarmeciste ave licensed under strick laws and are edue
cated and trained to compound, dispense, and sell drugs
apnd medioinals,

8. PFor the protection of the publie, the drugs and medicines
should be dispensed and sold by persons learned in the
field of toxicology and pharmacology.

4. Drug department in the canteen will bave the potential
danger of untreined clerks selling dangerous drugs through
ﬁa:::-mcmawumhmmm'uum
death,

Bs We belisve that the dispensary at the hospital will be
over~taxed if sll drugs and medicines are dispensed there.

6« There are many druge end mediecine demended dy the pudlie
which will not necessarily be a dispinsary item,

The phaymacists of the City of Poston held = meeting on June 21,
1942 and organized an association and huve pessed a resolution pledge
ing our full support to the medical etaff and to the common welfere of
the community.

The phapmacist's assoclation of Poston swait your sariiest conside
eration and reply.

S8incerely yours,

8/ Mutsumi Nobde

Mutsumi Wobe
President



















s

a// : Date of event: 7-30-43 7
: Date of writing 7-30-43 >
\'” 30. City Management
Conversation heard by II on publieation of news in the center
C.R. llk Lgc;:al Council, Unit I

This morning at the eanteen I overheard an Issei talking
with another Iesie about the troubles they have in the ore-
paration of the news. This Tsseil who had only one finger 6n
one hand/;geaumhbly working on the Chronicle in some capacity
or the other. He was saying that "those guys" in Unit II and
IIT printx news on heresay or on the basis of probabllities.
He referred to this morning's newspaper which came out with
a section wriltten in Jaxpanese on the front page. The reference
1s made towards thece articles concerning the news of the sefre-
gation.

This reminde me of wkxk wxx the long discussion held in
the Loecal Council meeting *m %xk. One Councll member stated
that this center is slower than other centers in getting news,
especailly about this segregation businese. This member said
that the Chronicle got ite news of the segrexgation from other
genter newspapers.

This is substantiated by an ariticle quoted in the July 28
issue of the Chronicle.whizk This article was taken Reurxm from
the Thle Lake project newspaper. On July 29, the Chronicle
reprinted an xekk article from the Rohwer center newspaper.
However on the same day a short article was inserted in which

it stated that a "telephonic message" from Wade Head verified
the article printed in the July 28 Chronicle which quoted the

Tule Lake project newspaper.
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30. Loeal Council- 7-30-43 p.2

This morning's paper, July 30, has articles on the
fromt page which quotes Moris Burge, acting Project ¥irector,
as saying that "there are no phans to close any relocation
center. The statement in the Los Angeles Examiner of July 28
quoting Director Myer was misleading in the exkmmem extreme..."
In the same page there 1s an article éntitled "Closing of
Centers Unknown, says WRA Historian". This is an article
which quotes Miss Ruth McKee, historian forthe Community
Analydls section. The bada bottom one-quarter of the
page 18 taken up in an article written in Japanese. It is
the translation of the above article which quotes Mr. Burge.

In discussing shese articles with thE two fellows in
the Public Health section, I mas told about the rumor that
they have heard about Poston being c¢losed in preparation for
an Army camp. This perscn said that the people, especially
the Issels don't want to move again, but when they see the
roads being oild./ﬁggn they see that huge land east of the
hog ranch being cleared without any agricultural planting,
they know that this center is being m prepared for the Army.
Pretty soon they will have cannons in those hills over there,
they say.

With the announcement that the school teachers will not
be going to Fort #pache for their training session, 1t seemse
t® some more rumors will be built around the theme that this

center will be closed in the very near future in spite of the

pxxk f£#w articles in today's Chronicle.



£ 9,) Date of ::nﬂ 7—%3

¥ Local Council, Unit I
Begular Meeting of the local Council by I.I.

C.R, @ City Management (Segregation)
Community Enterprise (Stone Polishing)
60 Employment (Lebor Relstions Board)
100 Outgroup (Spanish Comsul)
161 FPood (Food Smrvey)
61 Hospitel

Thfes observer came late to the meeting. (about 1:50 p.m.).
The meeting was being held in the Conferemce Hoom of the Adminis-
tration bullding. Five councidmen were gbsgent:

8. Yamada, Bloeck 2

H, Nakawura, Block 17
G. Shibata, Plock U2
S. Matsumots, Block 59
R, Ono, Bloek 60

The agenda for the meeting included:

(a) Attendance Hegulations for Council Members.

(s) Segregstion

(e) Treasurer's Report

(d) "Stone polishing”

(¢) Report of Lavor Relations Board meeting.

(f£) Spahish Consul

(g) Food survey

(h) Hoepital egquipment

(1) Change of Meeting dates.

Discussion was just finishing up om the sttendance regu-
lations for the members. The final sgreement made was expressed
by Tom Sekai who said, "Is this "right®, thet anybody sbsent for
more than two mecting without an excuse will be dropped auto-
matically? Chairman Homura just nmodded hie head.

(OBAIRMAN: By the way, how many are there that haven't been
formally inducted into office?

Just one person (Mr. Ermest Kozuma of Block 26) raised his

hand .



Local Council -2

RAEAI: (Looking st Koguma) Oh, so you're back again?

(The only blocks that don't have representatives are Blocks
12, 28, and 53.)

The seating muguntﬁ Howura was sitting at his usual
vlace on the west-end of the large tsble, facing the audience;
so vas Fujii, secretary,-she was sitting at the west-end of the
table facing east. Next to Pujii was Tom Sakei, dlock 18, and
Joe Hakat, blaék 27, next to Sakai. The Vice chairman Okamoto
was sitting on the opposite end of the table from Fujii, right
under the fan.

THE WHISKERED GENPLEMAN (PROBABLY KAWASAKI OF BLOCK 13):
"Shouldn't the Council do something about the talk about segre-
gation? What can we tell our people?! What is known sbout it?*

CHATRMAN: "What is it that they want to know!™ Everybody
knows that segregation is going to be done..."

EAWASAKI (7): (In Jepanese) Perhaps the Council should
explain the details of the segregetion rather than leaving it
up to rumore to inform them.

CHATRMAN: T don't think it is within the jurisdiction of
the Council, especially when we haven't received any official
information about it. That is Mr. Felson's job more tham it
is ours.

HAEAI: (quite furious) But pecple are asking me all the
time what's going to hsppen. Everywhere I go theye sk me "

SAKAT AND OTHERS: Well, tell them thet you just Ron't
know.

FAXAI: But, when yoo hear crazy rumors like the ones



Locsl Council -3

I've been hearing you get sick and tired of them. TYou imow
they're oiling the roads out here and my block pecple tell me
that they're nmot fixing these roade for the "Japs", they're
going to kick us out of here. And you know that bridge out there
on the road going down to the river? Well, the people are saying
that that road ain't being built for the "Jape".

(Bverybody laughs).
UNIDERTIFIED PERSON: "Let them kick ue out here, We're

getting tired of Poston, anyway."”

A man in the back of the room stands and demsnds the floor.
Without being fully recognized by the chair, he starts to read
a memorandum sent out by the family Welfare gection. It informs
the receiver that he hasn't adequately filled out his repatria-
tion papers and becsuse he hasn't done anything about it since
the last time he was informed, the welfare gsection isg assuming
that the receiver hae changed his mind and therefore, his name
is not placed on the official list for repatriation. However,
if the receiver still desires to repatriate, then he mst come
to the fmily.nlf.ro office and £11) in the propsr forms, the
sexorandun read.

The resder of the memo comments: "This is proof that there
isn't an official list made wp yet for those thut want to repatri-
ate, dbut I want to know more about the details of it.

NAEAI: Sure, there's sn official list, tut Nelson bungled
it wp. It was Nelson's fault.

A MAN PRESUMABLY WORKING ON THE JAPANESE SECTION OF THE
CHRONICLE: When you compare this cemter with other centers in
getting news, this center is the glowest. All the other centers



Local Council b

get their news way before we do. Like this segregstion news, we
saw in the Tule Lake newspaper snd other cemter papers about the
segregation before anything was publighed in this center about it.
People in this center hear more from letters and papers of other
centers before they resd it in our paper.

CHAIEMAN: But that wmust be unolficial news that they are
printing.

PUJII: Of course Nolson knew several weeks ago that segre-
getion wae going $o be, but that was still unofficial so it was
not spread around.

THE NEWSPAPER MAN: The Heart Mowntain paper wrote about the
segregation questiom on July 21. It told sbout the wire thet came
from Washington on 4t.

CHAIRMAN: Apyway, lr. Head is againat this idea of segrege-
tion #0 he doesn't like that kind of talk. As far as knowing
about segregation goea, that was known way back when Hr, Head
vent to ¥Washington. Thut was the business when he went there.
A% that meeting the project director of Tule Lake mentionsd
half-jokingly that hie center had the most repatristes and his
center would be a good place for it. Well, that joke turned out
to be true and Tule Loke was picked for the place where "they"
go.

"¥r, fead, you know, is sgainst the idea of segregation. He
days just Decause you feel Mat you want to go back to Jepan to
live is not reason to punish you by putting you another cemp.

I bet you, Mr. Head 1s still talking it over with the other big

shotz in Denver right now.
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ETWSPAPER NAN: Thie gegregation thing s not ths only
subject that the people in this center has been glow in getiing,
but the wire from Washington telling about the wage cut was slow,
too.

RAYAI: ¥o sir, we got thst into the papers on that after-
noom that it csme in. In fsct it wes Inm tha hands of the "nihon-
Jin" before the "hekujin® division mads knew anything about it.

CEATHEAN: TYesh, thet's right. Thet wire ceme in sround
3:00 o'clock and we had 1t ready for prese st 3115,

NEWSPAPER MAN: Well, the news may go oyt once it comes in
the cenfer but it still doesn't make our news earlier tham other
centers. MNaybe it takes a longer time ts core from Washington,

EAWACAXI: "I think, however, thet we can make a request to
My, Head that, in the future, news both official and unofficial
be dlsseminsted as repidly s possible.”

CHAIRWAN: 'Would you like to have the Thairmem relay this
messsge to ¥r. Bead? (Jeveral people mod their hesds) All
right, monsboly meke th t in form of & motion.”

FRFGFAPER MAN: “Mp, Chairsam, I zove that ee appoint you to
request ¥Mr, Head that he transait officisl informstion to the
residents as guickly ss possible.®

CEAINMAN: ®All those in fevor say "aye” and those oppesel....
0.K. Thet's that.** '

(George Fujii shoves a stack of papers in fromt of the
Chairzen.)

*Por follow up of this mee 7-30-43 entry of 30 City
Hgnagenent .
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CHAIRMAN: "What's that?®

FUJII: "The Treasurer's report.”

CHAIRMAN: "Oh yes, we haven't had a report from the treas-
urer since this new Council was formed. MNr. Fujii will read his

report.”®
- ) r"wlli

- ° . - - r - ® . - - - ® L] (] - L - ®

(The report will be attached later to this aimutes.)

CHAIRMAN: If the treasurer's report is satisfactory with
you, then somebody make s motion to approve the repors.

UNIDENTIFIED PERSON: ir, Chalrmea, I so move,

HAEAI: 1 second it,

CHAIRMAN: ALl those in fawor? ("aye") Faseed.

FUKUDA: Ig Ray Ono around here? I want to know. Maybe Le
wants to investigste the books. (Lsughter)

CHAIRMAN: Gowan, this isn't the canteen.

URIDVENTIPIED PERSON: P®Hr, Chsirman, vhat happendd to the
Community Activities fund?"

CHATRMAN: ®You mean about the stone polishing cukfit, don't
you? Well, that's way ocut of cur i!.-u. It's none of our business.®

HEEKAY: "Phatsthing is all fixed ap. The equipwent is taken
wp and it's put away now.®

CHAIRMAN: "let's have a report from the last Lsbor Relations
meeting.”

HAEAI: "Frank, you give the raport.®

FUEUDA: *Well, gl)l we decided was to let the Caucasian
division heads do the cutting of the labor crew.”

CHATEMAN: Oh, there's another change in the original sire
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from Washington on that labor cut. Originally, the 200 workers
of the Canteen crew was included under the 5600 total supply. Now
the m“t. news is thet Uanteen is to be considered separately,

80 that means our total labor supply ie increased 200 more. We
have now & total supply of 5600 instesd of ShoC.

NAEAI: "The Canteen will have to make & 30% cut “kubi-kiri®
(neck cut-off) in the total they had as of Jume let. They have
their own set of regulstions coming in from Waghington. They -
have to follow the sawe wage scale as the rest of us.

"Oh yes, the school comstruction crew of 51 ie being cut
but s00n we are going to put in 187 workers couing from the
emergency veserve cres (hat is pul aside for purposes like this,
8o, tell the people in your blocks if they get their "necks cut
of {" frem other jobs $0 come over t5 the schonl construction
project. We've got to finish those buildings by “eptexder.”

(The mext thing that was discussed by the Youncil was
something that was little oo dificalt fe;“{u.' to understand.

It wae shrouded with a lot of mutual understanding between the
Igsei nesbers. They all took it for gramted that esch one of
them knew what they were talking sbout. VWhen one Kibei-Sise: (1)
expressed ignorance, e was advised by ths others to read the
Chromicle becsuse it was in there.

Ag i*nndautud it, there seem to be a telegran delivered by
the “panish Consul thet was adiressed to "all nationals of Japan
who are living in eneay cogniry” bringing greetings and a word of
hope in their victory. How the Jist of the discussion seems to
have cemtered around the wigh of some lsselse EI; anewer that

telegram, Thus:)
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A COUNCIL MEMBER: "I would like to know what has been done
about that meseage that Spanmigh Consul deliveredi®

CHAIRMAN: "You'd better ask Okamoto (vice-chairman) about
thas," .

OEKAMOT Ot ' "There has been some desire ezpressed in anewering
that message. Howsver the ways and means has not been worked
out. As fer as the expemses go, we must pay for it. The Spanish
governzent won't. The rates are something like two dollars a
-ori\, I think, 80 thet & twenty-five word message will cost abowt
fifty dollars.”

SECOHD COUNCIL MBER: “Perhups we cam got together vlth_‘ N
Units I spd III i; thie."

PHE MAN %40 REAU THS MBMO ABQUT REPATRIATION: “Why don't
esch block in thie eam pay one dollar out of the block fund
for this purpogei"

THIRD COUNCIL MEMBER: "That's a good idea, but there might
be some who might objedt. A matter of one dollar, well, you
sight as well pay it out of your een pockets.” (laughter)

SECUD CUUNCIL WEMIEE: “Perhaps the comittee that 3et
% ret; lla‘l-o;: .vhio;;uﬂu don't went any ﬂmm&u
in this."

FOURTE COUNCIL KEMBER o (Kibeil): "I don't expetly know
what you are talking sbouti®

OKAMOTO: "Thewe details of this afe quite long, but I am sure
that you can read the Chroanicle about it."

THIRD COUNGIL MEMBER (talking to the Fourth memver): "This
is just en answer (0 & message from Japan. Ve want to tell them

&3

LEEl = o
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that we are "elesping® here pe.cefully." (laughter)

CEAMOTO: "All right thea, the committes that met the Consul
will rexsin here to discuss this.”

CEAIRNAK: *If there ien't anything else 'te discuses thea...."

A WRMBIR OF THE FOOD COWKITTEE: %My, Chalrman, I would like
to ssk the rest of the members if {lkey arven't hearing complainte
pbout $he food in their blocks!”

SIVRRAL JTHERS: ™Yea!"

CEAIRMAN: “I thought I inmstructed the food committes to
look wp the point qstc;;\a:i Vs Jneh mesting? Thalk sesnthtse
bebter get together ani go see Jnelson and see whet can bde done
ebout i%."

RATAI: "1 got a letier frow Gamup Shelly whers the Aray doys

[ a

are in training and the leiter says thet foaod M .ie lots
bet¥er. It':z pretiy hard Lo get good food on the outgide.
They're having & tough tins getting it."

CUATRMAN: “Yegh, snd their sllotment is 55 centz ani ours is
31 cents. VWe're lucky.”

FUgli: To meke this compleint effective, we must kuow specia
fically various food troubles tiet you are having in your blosks.
I suggest that you bring in the complaints written on peper so that
they can be piled together to be chown to Smelson. Will you bring
those into ay office as coon as possidle?

A GOURCIL EFIGBTR: "Eecently 1 have been talking to the
soveral doctors who complain t2 me aboul the poor equipzent and
supplies.that they beve to work with. I wonmder if the Council
can't do gomething about thisi®

s
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(The Chair looks over to Kawaseki, of the Hospital comnmittes,)

EAVASALT: "Yes, we have been very comscious of it. In fact
we have talkel with varicus mesbers of the hospital stafi. Right
now ve uve & blowa out i-ray tube, & vital and negcesdary thing.
It costs sbout W300 to replace it. The destlsts need supplies.
The opticien want toolis and equipvent %o work with. Ve iuve sgked
Pr. Presszsn io see 17 he can't get thess t bings crdered ihrough
WRA funds, bul you see things don't come fast suncugh. The nurge's
aide uniforms were ordered lael UYotober, took five amoeths to get
here. For some of these things we may be forved to use the $2,000

bospital revolving fund List we leve set aside.”

(By this tive, Lhe men »ere very restless, hot and dregched
in their om perspiration. The small cosler wes imeffective in a
room full of zen. The aen's clothes looked as if someons had
thrown water over them with & bucket). Ia view of i his, sae
Council mambsr suggested: "My don't we change the meeting time
k the morai g, sumething like $:30 a.n. 1"

CEAIREAR: “Bui instead of changing she tize, sby don't we
change the aizber of tizee that we azeet! Ingisad of zectling
€vary weok, we csn seel Lwice a moath, on the first and third
Vednesdays of each mouth. The zeciing time will te the saxe, a2t
1:30.°

EAJORITY 3F OVHIRS: "Yes, Lhat's a very good 1dea.”

CEAIREAR: "If there ie somelhing important in Detwesn neete

inges, we con always gsend a message or a memorsadum, Well, then,
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shall we have it thet way? (general comsent). O.K. | then
we'll meel agaln next Wedpesday shich ie the first VWednesday of
the month. Ye're going Lo discuss what Mr. Heed has brought
Dack fros that mesting in Deaver. Thit's all.®

(The zeeting wase adjoursed at 3110 p.m.)

After Lhe meeting was over the observer went inte Mﬂ'a
of fioe 1o get kis mimutes on the Council. Pujii scemed rather
Alsgasted awl xpresged hizsell in 0o wacerbain vera: how dig-
graceful the Council members carry on their ssetings. "It does
not loox like a meebing of the Uouncil suymore. Ii locks more
11ke as ifforaal get-together. Tae Japanese that they speak is
not the kind thel should be spoken in a meeling like this ,
Ltiey're %00 informal., Ib's dure tough to take minutes when
they talk like thet. 1§ seems like the “ouneil is get:ing

‘worse- everyiime, Whg, the iirst iwo Counoil were the Lest.”



Date of Event: 7-20-43
O 3 Date of Entry: 7-22-43
/ .

=% Local Couneil, Unit I
Regulcr Meeting of the Locsl Couneil by I.1.

C.R. 100 Outgroup Relatiohs (Spamish Comsul)
10 Associations (Youth Counselling Board)
161 Food
When this observer came into the meeting (about 1150 pemi),
the meeting had elready started and Chairmen Nomura wes reading a
memo,
The Conference Room whsre the neeting was held was packed

with people and cigarette snoke; every chair wes teken, Later iﬂ-m._,

learned that there were &;resant)n/m;l;a\," two representatives
from the Block Managers and two observers te&k ing notes, The mem~
bers absent were:

Mr, R, Ogi, Block 15
Mr, S, Takaghima, Block 31
Mr. M, Hlkmm, Bloek 17

The agenda for the meeting ineluded:

1, lMemorandums to the Gouneil,

2. Resolution presented by the Block Managers in regard to
*Youth Couneelling Board®,

3. Memorandum in regards to departure of *volunteers™,

4e Letter of thanks to Mathiesen.

5« Report of the visit of the Spanish Consul,

6. Attendance regulaticme for Couneil Members.

7+ Ret City Charter

8, Committee to investigate the ration point allotment for
each block kitchen,

9+ Report of the Commurity Enterprise Committes,

The Chaimmen emd the Vice-Chairman {Okamonto) ware sitting at

the head table. Secretary Fujii was sitting on the Eest end of
the table and next to him were Nekei, Sskai, and one unidentified

member. The other members were Jemmed in the back of the hot

room,.

J%A



Local Counecil e

1. Memorandums to the Oouneil.

When the observer came in, the chairman was reading the memo=-
randum from the Project D!.ruto‘r'l office n:;tifyin; the Couneil thet
Mr. Head and Mr. Gelvin will be in Denver at a mesting of the Project
Directors to discuss this "segregation® problems. In their absence,
Mr. Moris Burge, Administrator of Unit III will be acting Project
Diregtor.

The other memorandum was in regards to telegrams. It stated
that there was a 20% increase in telegram rates and the Project Direc-

tor's office urged that this mesns of communication be reduced.
Nomura, then translated this inte Japanese after reading the memo in
Englighe.

2. Resolution presented by the Bloeck Managers in regard to "Youth
CGounselling Board®.

CHAIRMANs "The Block Managers have a resolution that they would
like the Oouncil te consider. Mr. Sumida ie here from the Block
Managers to explain the reselution.”

(Sumida, stood up and sat next to the Chairman. He began to talk
es he held the two page resolution, written in English.)

SUMIDAs "I think it would be good if somebody read this resolu=
tion."

CHAIRMANS "Nah, that's all right. Go ashead and speak in Jap-
anese."

SUMIDA: (In Japanese) "Well, then, this is a matter which the
Bloek Managers have been confromted with for the past two or three
months. The problems of children and child welfare have hocgm in=
ereasingly lmpovtant to all of us. The Bloek Managers are aware of
this and have appointed a child welfare committee. Mr. (Dick) Nishimoto,
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Mr. Tom Sakei, and I are serving on this committee..."

Then Sunide went on to explain the various groups that were in-
terested in working together on this child problem such as the schools,
the Sooisl Welfare department, the PTA, the various women's clubss, In
handling theee delinquency sasses, it was felt, especially by Dr. Harris
and members of the school board that punishments in the sense of being
applied through court trials and sentenges should be discoursged. In
taking this suggestion, the "Youth Counsslling Board® idea was set up.
¥here problems in Juvenile delinquency oecurs, these cases are to be
referred %o thiv counselling beard inmstead of the Judlieial Commission.
The Counselling Board then makes recommendationg for the diaposal of
ths cases It will have the cooperation of the schools, the Boelal Wel=
fare committee,; the FTA as well as the official organizations such as
the Judieial Commisgion, the Project Director, Poliee Department, Sumida
explained.

CHAIRMAN: "Have you anything further to say, Mr. Nishimeto?®

NISHIMOTON Bleek Manager of 45 (very anxiously): *Yes, I have. 1
think I will say a little more." (And he tmlked for a good five minutes
speaking in a high-pitehed volge. He stands in front of the Chalrman
and leans gently on the table. IHis left hand heolds a eigar butt and
his right hand is busy emphasizing his worde. He speaks in a rather
formal and peolite Japanese)

"One of the things that we Block Menagers found difficult to handle
in our blocks was these gangs. Now these gangs are good beys in their
own bleeks but they go tc other blocks and do mischief. Here's where
the Bleek Managers had trouble on their hands. My Block Manager tolls
ancther Bleck Manager that his block kids are coming over to my block
and make a lot of trouble. But, the 2nd Block Manager's reaction is



Local Omuneil i

something like what the perents answer would be to any charges made
about the misconduct of their childrem: "But my children don't do
things like that. My children are good shildren. Why, when they're
hom@ssessa®

"So0 finally, this situation was getting so biz that something had
%o be done about it. We talked about it wAth various groups in the
Project which were interested in thhs problem. Ve got the idea of a
"Youth Counselling Group" instesd of a juvenile court because suech a
name weulfl be less obnoxious.

'Mu:“tha WeReAs regulations we found thet there were no provigions
to set up such a bokrd independently. However, thers was suthority
placed in the hands of the Judicial Commiseion to establish such a
board.

*Thus, this "Youth Uounselling Boerd® has not the authority %o
apply any punishments to the juveniles, but can made recommendations
te the Judiecial Commigsion which can make the necessary arrnagements
for the dieposal of the case.

"I want to deseribe the "physiecal structure® of this Boerd. The
board will have 3 to 7 men. We made it Tlexiable enoughes Within two
weeks the Chairmen ef the Local Qounsil, Mr. Nomuraj Block Manager
Supervisor, Mr. Tom Sakaij the Chairman of the Executive Board, Mr,
Mas Kawashimaj and Mr. Nelson, the Unit Adminietration will meet to
appoint the members of th: Board,

"The ome thing we would 1ike to stress is that thie board is in-
terested in both coprestion and prevention in handling this juvenile
problem."

KUSHIYAMAs Block 14 (He stends and very seriously speaks in Jap-
ancse) "I am in favor of deing something about this rising problem of
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youth, but I am wondering, in view of children's problem really
affecting all of Poston, if this matter shouldn't be taken up by the
Community Oouneil instead of the Loecal Couneil whieh we represent.”

CHAIRMANS " I don't think sos 8ince this board comes under the
Judieial om-uoh and the Judicial Commishion comes under the Local
Gouneil I feel that it is in our furisdiction to pass upen this
resolution.”

KUSHIYAMAt “The point I am making is that this problem affects
all of Poston, so I feel that the Commmmity Couneil should take up
the reselution."

HAKALs: Block 27 (After glanecing up from his book, INSIDE ASIA,
by Gunther) "I don't see why it should be that way. The Board is
going to handle bnly the delinquenecy cases of Unit I. Let Unit II and
Urdt II1 take care of their own problems.®

Question from the floor directed at Sumida who is still sitting
next to the Chairmans "How about the penalties and how are the charges
of these juvenile delinquency to be brought up?®

S8UMIDA: "We will probably have a "probation officer® who will
have the ppecific reeponsibility of bringing the cases to the attention
of the Board."

NISHIMOTOs: (Jumping out of his seat) "May I answer that questiont?
As 1 said before, under the m regulations there are no provisions made
for the Board, except to be a body under the Judiciel Comufdsion. Thus,
all cases will be brought to the Board which in turn will make recom=-
mendations to the Judieial Commission. The Commission will apply the
penalties and whatever is necessary to dispose of the case."

OKAMOTOs (Vicé=chairman)- "Who is to turn in these complainte?®

NISHIMOTO: (still nmugg) "Most of the complaints will go te

A
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the Block Mamager. The Block Manager will take the matter up %o the
Block Managers Superviesor to be reported to the Board."

OKAMOTO: "Won't the Block Managers who make these repcrts be
"nikumareru® (to be ostracized) by the block residents?™

NISHIMOTO: (Very dvmwaticallyess) "The Block Manager must have
‘suts's In whatever the Block Manager does he must have 'gute’s. With-
out 'zuts' the Block Managers ean't do anything, If a person is doing
thoe right thing, he ought not be afraid to turn in the names of bad
boyse®

OXAMOTC3 “That's fine if all the Bloek Managers have ‘gute' 1ike
you, but they all don’™, BSome will be afraid to report the names,®’

NISHIMOTO3 "The Blogk Managers heve nothing to be afraid of.

They are just acting ss "messengers" to relay problems of the block to
the right authorities so that something can be done mbout it."

CHATRMANS : "We will put the resolution to a vote now. All those
in favor of it say "aye". (majority voicest "aye®) All thoss oppose
say "no" (no one).

The resolution passed. Swmida and Nishimoto with cigar in his
mouth malle a quick exit from the Conference Room.
2+ Memorandum in regards to departure of "volunteers®.

Chairman Nomura read a wemerandum prepared by Frank Fukude snnounc-
ing the departure ceremonies for the 19 "volunteers" leaving for Osmp
Shelby. The ceremony will be held at the Bloeck 4 stage, Sunday, July
25

Not much interest was shown among the members, exeept one person w4,
asked how many were leaving from camp one,

4. Letter of thanks to Matheisen.

mm—wwm@wmm
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Oouneil Af it was & good idea to write a letter of appreciation teo
Mathiesen who was leaving tomorrow morning, July 22, The consensus
was favorable, so Ohairman Nomura appointed him and T. Sakai who was
sitting next to hinm to draft the letter.

De Report of the visit of the Spanish Consul.

Ohairman Nomura ssks Okamoto to make the report of the visit of
the Spanish Consul who was here last Friday. Okemoto stands up, digs
into a large brown envelope and pulls out one nﬁnunript written in
Japanese. He refers to this paper as he spesks.

OKAMOTO: "Last week after being informed that the Spanish Consul
will be here, a 6-men committee was formed to meet with him and being
to him the requests and problems of the Issei residents. 8Since there
wes not much time in hie visit, there waes no other opportunity to try
to get at all the Isseis except by this committees system.

Then Okamoto preceeded to tell about the things that the Oomsul
saide (Most of the things, as stated by Okamote, are recorded by this
observer. However, inability to understand fully the Japanese used by
Okamoto may resut]l in a few ommissions.)

Okamoto quoted the Consul as h‘?iﬂh‘:ﬁ his vieits to Camp II and
III that the young men's “akkekushin no tsuwei no ga odoroki mashita"
(meaning that the Oonsul was smazed at their patriotic¢ appeal--trans=
lation by Bob Hashima).

"as To facilities, the Oonsul is to have said that Poston was the
one of the worst relocation centers, Ibut haed one of the best adminis~
trative personnel.

"The Oonsul relayed the complaint sbout the food to the Project
Director.

"As for the segregation question, the Uonmsul stated that he and
his staff were subjected to all kinds of pressure and thersfore would
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like some sdvice pertaining to this question.

*The Qonsul, although having accomplished a great deal in his
short vieit, felt that there were many more problems to be discussed
with him. Ocnsequently, if there were anything more to be done, he
asked that the residents telegraph him at the San Franciseo consulate
and he will come again, if s all possible.®’

Okampto pulled out another manuscript from the brown envelope.
This time,; it was a letter which listed somg of the requests made by
the Issei residents. To mention briefly somb of the things he read:

a. Suggestions for distribution of the clething allowance.

be Request to have something done about the 45 %o 31 cent cut in
the food budget. |

¢« Problems resulting from the reduction of laber, according to
the new WRA poliey.

de Improvement of hospital steff and faeilitics.

@+ Problem of the 8«hour day in view of the $16 wege scale.

fo Urging the early release of internees.

g+ Question about the exchange ship for repatriates.

he Greater cash lsave grants requested for relocators ($500).

Bomeone from the floor asked when the exchange of wer prisionars
is going to be made. Okamoto said that asccording to the way the Consul
spoke, he made it appear that the exchange could bhe mede soon. However,.
the Oonsul left a memorsandume. This memorandum, written without a date,
stated that the exchange ie pending upon the negotiations between Japan
and the U.8« The negotiations is held up due to the desire of the
Japane se ;muinnt to set up a prierity for the 1,500 or so repatriates.

‘ w— Tl

The U.8. govermment doesn't desire Japanese govermment to hand-pieck
the repatriates from this country, but to take them as they come.

Chairmen Nomura said that this memo was the same as the one brought
by him last year. Nomura pointed to the faet that this memo did not
have any date on it., Anyway, if anyone is interested in repatriationm,
he suggested that that person write to the Spanish Oonsulate.

Someone asked the question of how many attended the meeting held
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with the Oonsul. Okamoto stated there were from 60 - 70 people.
Then Okamoto sat down.
6+ Attendance regulation for Ooungil memberse.

CHAIRMANs "I think there are some regulations about the attend-
ence to these meetings. At the last Bouncilimeeting, it was voted
that after a person was sbgent so-many meetings without a legitimate
excuse, he would be dropped from the Counciles I guess I'll appoint
the law and Order Conmittee a few other persons to look into this
matter.

7 (He then, looked down his 1iet of Oouncil members and called a
-. few names. Only one objection was raised on the ground that this
person was too busy.)

7+ Re: Oity Charter.

The Chairman in his matter-of-fact way stated that there wers some
misunderstanding about the charter, so he will take the trouble to ex-
plain it part by part at the next meeting 0 that all the members will
understand it fully. One member suggested that the matter be taken up
nowe But the group sentiment was to have it next time, because it was
too warm and they wanted to go home. (It was about 3300 pem.)

CHAIRMANS "Yeah, we'll have it next time. Anyhow, I haven't pre-
pared for it thie time. If that is all we will ad journ this meeting
until next Wednesday at 1130.°
8. Committes to investigate the ration point allotment for each kitchen.

Before the members got up to leave, Fujimura of Bloek 38 stood up
and demanded " just a mimute®. He said that his block is "kicking®
about the unequal distribution of the food to each block. He suggested
that a committee be made by the Gouneil to look into this matter.
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There was a lot of comments among the COouncil members, most of
which gentered about how bad the food was getting since the 14 cent
cut.

The matter was brought to a close when the Chairmen told the
Food Committee look into the matter and esee what can be done about it.
9. Report of the Community Enterprise Committee.

When Ray Ono started to leave right after this, one of the
Council Members shouted to Ray: "0i, Ray, how are you guys coming
along on that canteen business?"

Rey stopped and looked around and said, "Oh that, we are meeting
tomorrow with the Board of Directors, so we'sl better wait till next
time when we meet again."

Chairmen Nomurs nodded his head and said, "0.K., that's all for
this time."

The meeting waes over about ten minutes after 3100 p.m. There was
a group getting the mimeographed copies of the Oity Charter at the
Couneil Office.

(Encloseds Oopy of the reselution "Youth Counselling Board.)



YOUTH OOUNSELLING BOARD

WHEREAS, . problems conserngin juvenile delinqueney are
peculiarly vested with a public intersst, and

WHEREAS; in the interest of the residents of Unit I,
it is hereby received and ordained as followas, to wits

1. That a Youth Counselling Board is hereby estab~-
lished with a membership of not less than three (3) and not more
than seven (7) %e be appointed in the manner and for the periods
as hereinafter more specifically set forth.

2. ¥Within e poriod of two weeks after the adeption of
this resolution, the Chairmen of the Loeal Counecil of Uni$ I,.
Bloek Manager Supervisor of Unit I, Chatrman of Executive Board
of Unit I, and the Unit Director of Unit I, shall seleect or ap-
point the Youth Oounselling Board and shall also determine the
nuuber of peopls that shall serve on this boards The Chagrmen of
the Local Oouncil, Unit I, shall call the first meeting of the
Touth Counselling Board and shall ast as Chairman Pro~tem of said
meeting until the board elects its own chalrman.

5« The term of office of the Youth Oounselling Board
shall be forea peried of one year sommencing the first day of
July, 1943, and expiring on the thirtieth day of June, 1944, or
until their successor has been appointed or designated.

&, The Youth Counselling Board shall investigate any
and all cases invelving juvenmile delingquency ond maite recommen—
dations to the Judicial Commission, the Project Director, the
Police Department, or teo any other official or department
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concerning the disposition of the particular problem, The
board shall alsc set as probation officers for juvenile delin-
quents and to aot gemerally as & Counselling Board onm any end
all problems affecting juveniles.

5. This Board shall be under the jurisdietion of
‘the Judicial Commission of Unit I, and any emd all disciplinary
orders shall be exercised only under the direct supervision and
order of the Judiecial Commission or the Project Director.

6. The Youth Counselling Board shall hear all
matters involving minors under the age of eighteen (18) ysars
referred to it by the Judicial Commission, and shall also hear
all other matters involving the moral or delinguemt conduet,
and eny other misconduct of minors unda;- the age of eighteen
(18) ysars,

7+ The Youth Counselling Board may confer with the
Judiecial Cormission, the Police Department, Department of Educa-
%ion, Bod;l Welfare Department, Block Manager Supervisorts of-
fice, and eny other law enforcing and all administrative agencies

for suech information and reports as said board may find necessary.



