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For a last few days the rice supply has falled to reach here,
The Project Steward reported that he had bought two carloads of rice

from Sacramento, but they have not arrived to Parker yet, Several

blocks have been coming to Snelson and complained about lack of rice,

as there was not a single saeck in the warehouse. Spelson retorted
to them, "Don't make so much sake. If you didn't make sake you
would have enough riece to last quite & while," The complaining
Japanese had no come bagk to this jocular accusatlon.,

One chef confided in me, "Lots of People talk about kleking

Snelson out, But that's wrong. He knows too much about us, What




i
A "higher up" of the Poston Red Cross (probably Aijiro Takahashi)
received an unofficial appeal from a group of Japanese at Tule Lake.,
The letter reeched here last Saturday (January 8). It reported that

some 250 Japanese, who had been segregated into the stockade, had been

 ‘faat1ng on "hunger strike" since January 1. They were protesting the

quality of food given to them,

It also reported that Nogawa (the former Funeral Director here)
had gotten in a fight with the M.P.'s and had been beaten in his leg.
His leg bones might be broken.

The letter expressed their helplessness - even 1f they appealed

to the Spanish Embassy or to the Reé Cross, it would not do any good.

I/
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Tt asked the Poston Red Cross to work on the matter on behalf of the
Tule Japanese, >

L

Residents here are talking sbout the fact that welners were

gserved at Tule Lake on New Year's Day. They had no ligechl for New

Year,
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to the last year, food was gotten through the Quartermasters in
Texes. Snelson 5elieves that now he ean visit the Quartermasters
in Riverside and see what they have in store. He was certain than
there was no danger of starvation for the Poston people.

Kughiyama of the Food Committee commented that the rule can-
not be enforced too rigidly. Some months ago, as Kushiyama re~
léted, Snelson assured the chefs in a meeting thah we would not

guffer even 1f we did not get supply from the outside for fif-

teen dayss The next day we ran out of rice, Kuchiyama qﬂgﬁ sare-

castically.




Sne lson complained, as omura reported, that some blocks
are storing staples in their #ronging rooms. Some of them were
the gooﬂﬁiﬁﬁfﬁﬁifafqlo them as long as three months ago. Snel-
gon requested those blocks to use up foods delivered to them
as fast as they are delivered. Aocé}ing to a WRA imstruetion
Snelson is required to go around to each block and inspect *£:3§
food in stock: The instruction demands him to repossess those
food provisions which have not been used for sometime. The Sub-
gsistence Department is supplying each kitchen always 2% days in
advance; therefore, no kitchen should have food in stock any
more than a supply for 25 days. Snelson initiated a system at
the beginning of this year by which each box of food is marked

for the month during which it was delivered. From now he will

a
now at a glance how long such-and-such box ofﬁataple has been

keptin the blocke
n
Snelson also ﬁformnd Homura that the Poston orders are now

going through the Quartermasters at Riverside, California. Up




JANUARY 19 == (14)

A letter of protest about sugar supply to Poston came to

the Food Combittee from one Mizoguchi of Bleok 1l (the chef),
XKughiyama reported. It was alleged that a person on the outslde
san buy 5 pounds of sugar with one ration ticket, while we are
‘?attlng only 2 pounds a month. Kushiyama investigated and found
out that on the outside one ration ticket allows u’person to buy
5] P°§Pda of sugar, as alleged in the lektter, but he had to make
lﬁfﬁ;r two months and a half« Therefore, we are getting as much
gugar as those on the outside.

Kushiyama reported that he measured two pounds of sugar
and was surprised to f£ind that the amount corresponds to 50

teagpoonfuls.
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‘TTLQAU,IS' A reguler bi-weekly meeting of the Local Council was held
‘ from 1:30 P. #. 1n the Unit Administration Building. There were
twenty-five representatives prewent, and three more appegMed in
. the meeting tardily.
Chapimen Nomura announced that the horse and cow chasing
would take place tomorrow morning.
Nomura, then, read a communication from the @ommunity Govneil
in regard to the proposal to establish butche®ds here in the
Subsistence Deperﬁ%knt. The meat is distributed at present in

wholes to the blocks, and causing many bdocks to compalin as

it is impossible to divide it faﬂ@iy. For instance, a block

with 225 residents 1s getting a whole piece of meat and another
block with 125 persons 1s getting a whole plece, too; the only
difference belng about 5 - 10 pdunds, bacause the smaller block
1s given a smaller piece. But this difference in weight is not
enough to take care of the difference in the population. If

the butchers are hired from evacuees, the Commumity Council sug-

gested, meat will be distributed to the blocks after it was cut.
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It will also serve as a g&#&ning ground for evacuees to become

butﬁkﬁrs.

Sano of Block 46 (the Chef) obdected to the plan, because

A
to serve stew meat at another time t%456 blocks. In sther words,

e
it wmould be impossible to serve qﬁgk‘zafps to, 36 blocka, and

the butchers would noqbe ablé to supply the samé kind of meat

according to the WRA menus to the 36 blocks at the same time.

no
He also pointed out that some chefs might likerhe size of stew

A
meat suppllied by the Butchers, he would prefer to have the meat
cut into smaller pieces, for instance.

Okamoto then presented his point of view that the meat could
be cut Into three pleces out of a whole, say. This would give
a fairer distribution than the present system of giving out in
wholes. Sano objected that some blocks might pet hind parts
all the time, and other blocks might get choice parts.

Other Councilmen believed that with the butchers availabée
the present unfeir, unequitable distribution//#ﬁﬁ could be eli-
minated, and passed the blill to recommendimeg-to the porjedt to

ingtall the project butcher system.
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MEMO TO: All Plock lanagers April 18, 1944

FROM : Jn e H o Burdick

Eggs are on the daily menu in some form. Nearly every day
there are eggs for brea@fact. There 1s no excuse for people
complaining to the hospital that they cannot obtain eggs for
pables when eggs are issued to every person in Poston.

/s/ 3. L. E. Burdick

Approved by

/s/ B HEFEBR o be 88188
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Another attempt to close the Poston Noddle factory was made
/ by the Food Committee and the Community Counelil. This contmo-
. versy has been raging in the Community Council ecircle for the
past one month.
The representatives of the factory were in the office of
the Community Council and were involved in heated arguments
with Okemoto, Onishi, and othera. They seemed as if they were
ready to come to blows at any time during the co?versation.
The Couneil members were accused of “double-crosgﬁ, “1ncompetenta«(

imbeciles", etc. (This controversy will be treated in detail

separately.)










(Q_ed stsr R John Burdick, the Assistant Project Steward in charge of

73ﬂ%131{ﬂy<’ dietetics, sent an announcement that milk supply to the project

L, — had been cut by the Army by 40% since the beginning of this month.

had
For the months of July, August, and September, the projec§1received
3,048 quarts of milk daily, but now the gupply had been cut to
1,828 quarts datly. It was contemplated, the announcement stated,

that only the children below six years old and invalids with me-

dical permits would be given milk hereafter
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of the Block Managers was held in

the conference room of the Unit Administration Building from
9:30 A. M. today.

The Supervisor announced that he had received several com-
plaints from Managers that parcel post containing fruits were was

delivered ! )

comlng—ia damaged. In the more serious case, the lug box was only
half full. Nishimoto had taken the complaint Pogtmagster John-
son. Johnsons explanation wag as follows:

There are inspectors of the State of Arizona stationed
Parker to inspect fruits and plants coming in. In many cases,

cond,fans

boxes come in dam&geﬂ, and in other cases, the contents are damaped.
The inspectors are obliged to condemn these damaged frults at the
depot and throw them away. The Postmester has been receiving coms

evacuee postal workers that they do not wish to bring

these boxes to Poston, lest they might be accused of pilfering

Them 5 : .
Johnson has admonished,that every parcel must be brought in ir-

respective of 1ts condition, and the workers are a®iding by the

order.

"I underdahd about fruits, but how about
candies? and e 2 coming in broken boxes and half of the con-
tents are gone.” Other Managers related that they, too, had had
gimilapr Exyeriences. Supervisor promised them that he would gee

Postmaster Johnson about the matter.




