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Sinece I returned from the conference in Salt Lake City,

I was told by many political leaders about the alleged graft of
the fund belonging to the Hospital Committee. Thelr story runs
1like this:

In the Spring of 1943 the Hospltal Committee was established
by the jocal Council to take care of the grievances by the hos-
pital workers and the evacuees against each other or against the
Administration. As an outgrowth of attempt to sooth the grievances
the Local Couneil voted to the Committee some eight thousand dol-
lars out of the community dividend of the Camouflage Het’Projeot.
The Committee waa lnstructed by the Couneil to give bonuses to
the doctors and nurses, and to apend the remainder in the manner

for vhe welfpre of
most appropriate 1o the patlents. It has been found ont recently
that there is a balance of some twenty-eight dollars now, and
the Commlittee proposed to undertake a fund drive among the resi-
dents to ralse enough money for the ecoming year. There had been
gome rumors thet some of this fund was used in misapproptiated
purposes by Kawagakl, a member of the Committee, who held "the
gtring to the purse”. Some evacuees claimed that he used part
of the money to buy ligyor in entertainment of his friends such
as Okamoto, Onishl, Yahiro, etc. The Councilmen and other leaders
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who suspected Kawasakl of wrong deeds had opportuni

lagt meeting of the Council, when the Hospital Committee presented
the proposal for fund drive for Council's approval. Several
Counclilmen attacked the Committee of not makling any financlial
report to the Council even for onee in the past fifteen months.
The Counscld yﬂg‘ on record that it would not approvg) the under-
taking unless its finaneclal report for the past year had been ‘
approved .

It is told among those in the know that the books of expen-
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ditures are not in order, and Kewasaki cannot make a decent
finacial statement out of the booka. Thy{said that some two
thousand dollars cannot be accouhted for. "Oh, I bought Miso,
Shoyu, and other things for the patlents,” they quoted Kawasakl as
saylng. They are not satisfied with this explanation of Kawasaki
and are demanding Invoilces for all the purchases.

Simultaneously, a move is afoot now to unseat Okamoto, Onishi,
Yahiro, and Kawasaki from the political positions they hold. This

opposition movement 1s sponsored by Nagal, Aijiro Takahashi (the

<
Red Cross), Frank Kadowakl (the Police Commissioner un@iFood Come

mittee member), Okabe (the Agricultural Department ), and others.
These people have some grudge or other against Okamoto and his
gang, and are oagqyallzing on the precarlious situvation the latters
are in at present. They aré planning a meeting in the Red Cross
office tomorrow evgﬁng to map out their plan, and are seeking
supporters for their sauge among those who do not like Okamoto
and others. Both Nishimoto and Sumlda have been approached by
Kadowakl for their presence in the meeting. It was evident that
they are wishing to consolidate their strength with the Block
Managers, who have been unaympathetiec toward Olamoto in the past.

It 1s interesting to note that the name of Aipiro Takahashi
appears among those opposing Olamoto. He is known to be a man i
who 1s politieally ambitious, but he has kept out of the Poston
polities up to date. It might be interpreted that this oppor-
nity was the one he was waiting for for a long time for his poli-
tical coupydetat.

s didid e did

As reported in the Poston Chronicle Ceorge Fujii was acquitted

of hie charge for sedition in the Pedetal Court in Phoenis early
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this month. It was reported to me that several evacuees, in-
¢luding Nomura and Elmer Yamamoto appeard as the defense witnesses.
I was also told that Roy Ruruya was called by the prosecution

29 its witnesas all the way from Michigan, although he was not
called on stand. The prosesution interviewed Furuya before the
trial and found that he would not testify in the way he had told
hls story to the F B I at the time of Pujii's arrest. Mjil ade
mitted that he had some gonnection mith printing and diletributing
of the first and second "Volece of the Nisels" sheets, which were
ajudged not deditious. Pujll deniled that he had anything to do
with the third "Volce of the Nisels" sheet, which was declared
geditious by the court, and there was no one who could substanhtiate
any ceonnectlon between Fujll and the third note.

A few days after the acquittal, the committee for the Friends

a
of George Fujil met to Jdeclde mbat to do with the blance of the

money which had been sollected from the residents for aid of Pujii.
Okamoto and Xawasakl, according to Sumhda who attended the meeting,

to
proposed to turn the money over the defense of the boys who were

taken out of Heart Mountain fo;1thair failure to report to their
physicals. They argued voelferously for.it, but Sumida and a
few others objected streneously, Becaude, they said, "the moeny
wag ralsed for the sole purpose of aldling Fujll in his defename.”
The committee in the end agreed to return the unused portion
pro-rata to the varlous blocks.

The statement attached to the eheck ecoverling the pro-rated
return to Block 46 reads as follows:

GEORGE FUJ II'S CONTRIBUTION FUND
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TOTAL COLLECTION

Unit I 2,696 .30
Qutaide 8.00
Unit II 50190
Unit III 160.00

EXPENSES

Attorney'e PFee 32440
Ball Fee $00.00
Court Expense 146 .50
Ianyer's Retainer Fee 250.00
Attorney's Fee 1,000,00
Appreclation Bift to

Vasuda and Yamamoto - 80400
Evacuee Attorneyks Travel-

ling Expense 35400
Hotel and Meal for Defense

witnese 3700
Telegram and Telephone 5.93
lMiscellaneous Expense 5446

a
Total Ex&nse 2,062.20

NET BAIANCE TO BE REFUNDED TO CONTRIBUTORS 1!202.91

To the residents of Block 45, in care of Block Manager
Thank you evry mugph for your generous help. We aré re-
funding 37% of the amount your block donated in behalf of
George Fujil's case.
Amount Donated $ 74.25
37% of $74425 27 447

Committee for The Friends
of George Fujil

By Minorg Okamoto
Secretary

i i e
Because of criticisms of mismenagement and ineompetence
General Maneger Xato resigned from the Cooperative Enterprises
as of June 15+ Many key leaders of the Coop followed Kato's
actlon and resigned from the organization: Those who left include

Ben Yabuno, the Assistant General Manager, Mesaru Kawashima, the
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Exedutive Secretary, Nishino, the Supervisor, and the key sec-
retaries in the Accounting Department. The Board of Trustees

held a serles of meetings and endeavored to name the successors

in vain. There seemed to be no one who‘ﬁgge willing to take over
the key positions in the Cooperative Enterprises because of wul-
nerability of the positions to attacks and eriticisms. "why should
I work head off and pet bumped &ll time, becauvse there are many
jobs mueh easler that pay nlneteen dollars a month,” one of those
approchsed by the Trustees commented.

After several attempts failed, the Board of Trustees selected

a
oneé from each Unit from its members to magge the organization

untll permeanent successors could be selected. At present, it

is run by M. J« Noda of Unit I, Salamoto of Unit II, and Hayalkawa

of Unit III. They are all key mcmbers of the Board of Trustees.
Gopslp mongers are busy now claiming thet the set up could not

last peacefully too longs They say that the organization will

erack from within soons Beltt, the WRA representative in the

Enterprises, expressed his dilsgust for the recent events which

culminated in the resignations of fato and the others and said

that he would attempt to ask for transfer to some other project

ag soon ag opportunity arises.
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A regular weekly meeting of the Bloeck Managers was held this
morning from 9:30 in the conference room of the Unit Administration

Bulldings Supervisor Nishlmoto presided over the meeting for the

first tim ainee hils return from the outside.

The Supervisor Iintroduced new Managers --- Ishilmwa of Block
21 who succeeded Frank Kobayashi and Pujimoto of Bloek 26 who
succeeded latoba.

Nishimoto, then, announced that the popnlatlon for Unit I
a8 of June 17 hit the low mark of 6,651,

He announced that during holiday season a2ll departures from
the project will be prohlbited. (See the Poston Chroniecle of
June 20th)

Shigemura of Block 30 referred the meeting es to what pro-
gcedures should be talen to elimlnate stray cats and dogs. It
nas evident from the arguments of Managers that several other
blocks have been bothered with these roving cate and dogs without
owners. Nishimote explained that the guestion has been bothering
the Administration for & long time, but it could not find a
responaible division to take the matter up. The Sanitation first
attempted to handle the madter, but it failed beecaude of laek of
cooperation from other departments and from evacuees. 7The Internal
Security Office then triled its hand In the matter, but 1t met
resigtance from the evasuee policemen, who did not want to work
beyond Fhellimit they themselves set. Now the question has been
gshifting from ocne division to ancther without any concrete action.
"It's a regular run-around in the ususal Poston style,” Nishimoto
commented. He, however, promised that he would report back to the
body about the matter after he consulted elither Harper or liorls

Burge during the week.
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The meeting was adjourned at 9:50.
VA d

The Block Managers and the members of the Local Couneil for
Unit I helf jointly a farewell party in honor of Unit Adminlstrator
Sedichi Nomura last night in the Block 32 messhall. Nomura 1is
leaving the project for Chicago tonight.

A successor to Nomura has not been named by the Administration
yet. When I talked to Mérés Burge on June 17, he belleved he would
leave the office vacant, because he could not find any person
acceptable to all parties in the Poston polities. In other words,
Burge believed that he could not find another person llke Nomura,
who was a coaflition candddate and was acceptable to all political
leaders. Burge explained that he would distribute the dutles per-
formed by Nomura to various evacuee divisions, most of the ddties
going to the Supervisor's office.

RA#BRFFF A
The following articles should be noted in the Poston Chro=-

nicle of June 20th¢ editione.

Gommission of Theee to Head Ehnterprises (page 1)

50 Inducted Laat Sunday (page 1)

Morning Leaves Cease During Hollday (page 1)

BAFR AR

Twenty-five Japanese language sutdent of the U S Army visited
Unit I on June 17 to pracitce conversational Japanese with
the residents here. They have studled for nine montha at the
University of washington and are now engaged in a combat maneuver
at Camp Blythe, California, which is about thirty mlles from this
camp. They said that they would return to the university in a

few weeks to resume their study.




JUNE 20 =~ (3)

One of the soldiers confided to me that they came here with
their fingers oroundéfﬁg::‘2%21;43;:i0noe in camp might be mis-
understood, but they were jubllant that they have been treated
gordially and kindly by the Japanese here. Other soldiers were
enthusiastic about the benefits of talking with these residents
in Japanese, and insisted that the Wﬂy/Department ghould undere
take 2 policy to allow the language students to stay here for
weeks at a time. The soldiers returned to their camp early in
the afternoon.

FRER R

The Pollice Bepartment of Unit I is rupﬁing with a skelton
erewm of five persons at present. The Department iz allowed a
personnel of theirty-five persons, but the full quota had not
been reached. Since early this year it has been operated with
about fifteen men. In the last three neegn most of the policemen
have gone out of Poston on seasonal labor@ Several attempte hove
been made to recruit reliable Issel into department, but the efforts
of the Internal Security Office and of the Police Commission were
of no availe The Security officers and the Commissioners have
found many Issel willing to become policemen, but they were not
willing to work under the lisel who are ﬁeft in the station. They
knew that Kariya, Sam Alhara, Kawabuehi, Fujll, and Kakimoto are
left behind. These lNisel have been dleliked by the community
at large, because of their rowdy behaviors in the past, and are
known in camp as irresponsible end overbearing. For example, many
people were critical of Aihara and Kawabuchl when they caused
comnotion under the influence of llouor at . outdoor movie show

some months ago. When they were told to kncp'quiet, they became

indignant and phcked a fight with men nearby. Some of these police-




JUNE 20 ~= (4)

men were accused of causing commotions in the hospital after
midnight on several occasions disturbing patients. The Isseil re-
fused to be placed with the Nisel of these and other unfavorable
reputations. In addition, the present policemen have been in

a constant conflict with Harper and other Caucasian members of the
Internal Security Office. Harper espesially mn:ﬁihnra and
Kawabuchl, since they plcked on him ever since he came here.

Harper and Gorman stopped to reeruit the new members as soon
ag they found out that the community itself was not in support
of the Nisel policemen. They would like to capitalize on the
sitvation and want to overhaul the entire personnels They expect
these Nisel pollicemen to quit soon, either because they could not
operate the station with so few men or because they would relocate

to ease out
to the outside. 1In other words, they want ,the present personnel
without taking any action on their part. They realize that it
is impposdible or undesirable to discharge them, s to do so
they must flle formal complaints of neglect and incompetence against
thems They, however, are certain that they could accomplish their
aim by abilding time.

In preparation for such overhaul Haprer in the past few weeks
have been "loading" the crew of guards (watchmen, exclusively
Issel). He has expanded it to a crew of some thirty men from that
of ten, it is reported. These guards are under the jurisdiction
of Harper, but are not under the evacuee police department. Just
as goon ag time i® ripe, Harper intends to step in and take over
the station with this expanded crew.

i Y
Nomira reported to me that Eddle Yamato, the famous figure

of ill fame from Los Angeles and a former resident of Bloek 30,
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is serving a jall sentence in Denver on granﬂ larceny under a
federal indictment. This 1s the story by Nomura. Wemato sent
for hls car from Los @#ngeles sometime ago. He then applied for
an indefinite leave to Chicago travelling to the dﬁatinntion in
his own car. He was granted of his request and was given his
expense money to go to Chieago. ﬂe left Poston, but he d1d not
go to Chicago. He went to D,nver; and opened a legal service of-
fice. The WRA charged that he haé never inteded to go to Chiecago
and he had claimed the expense money to Chicagb to "pocket" the
difference. This was substantlated in court and he was found
gullty.

One resident who was 1iateningyto this story and who lmew
Yamato before evacuation commented, "Iaw caught up with him

finally. He sucked enough blood out of Japanese, but this time

he trled to suek blood out of too;big a fellow (meanipg Government)

and falled."
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The WRA Information Digest of June 15, 1944 had the following
interesting items printed:

The Japanese Ameriean Joint Board, organized in January,
1943, has completed its work and has been officlally disestablished,
according to a letter written by Assistant Secretary of Wer John
Je MeCloy to Secretary of the Interlor Ickes.

During the life of the Joint Board, a tatal of 39,299 cases
(mainly involving American citizen evacuees) were submitted to it
for review. Of this number, 25,654 were recommended for indefinite
leave, 501 were given clearance for war plant employment, and
12,254 were denied clearance. About 890 cases remain on which
action hag not been taken.

Faaebb ikt

Another 300 hoys have recelved notlices to report for pre-
induction physical exams since the last Digest report. Of
the 3312 boys ealled prior to the lfst of June, 1093 have been
accepted and 669 rejected. A total of 192 boys are now on active
duty, while 230 have been placed in the Enllsted Reserve Corps.
The number of arrests has increased to 92.

The cumulative tabulation below shows the selective service
pieture at each center as of May 31l:

¥ 4 Inducted Inducted
Active Reserve Vol- Hold~ Ar-
Galled Acc'pted Rejected Duty Corps unt'd out rest

Tule Iake 39 2 9

Manzanaxr 116 66 43

Gila 471 100 39 39
Poston 526 52 8
Ht« Min. 490 187 182

Minidoka 705 349 53
Granada 315 56 20 43
Topasz 216 159 48 12
Eohwer 239 117 68 30
Jerome 195 57 57 7

Totals 3312 1093 669 192
bbbt s i

Tranafer of Jerome residents to other centers ls well under
way. The first motor truck movement of evaguees to Rohwer was
made on June 6th. Other motor movements will continue until the
30th of the month, by which time it 1s expected that all Jerome
rqﬁgidenta will have ween transferred.

Train movements began on June 1l2th with the transfer of 500
evacuees to Heart Mountain. Subseguent train movements of 500
evacuees each are scheduled for June 13, 18, 19, 23 and 24.

The inventory of Jerome equipment has been completed and distri-
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buted to all centers. Requests for the transfer of various types
of equipment and supplies have been tabulated and approved, and ship-
ments bo other eenters will begin shortly.
" At this writing, about BO of the 139 members of Jerome's
appointed atagff have indicated thelr willingness to accept assign-
ments at other relocation cénters or field offices. These persons,
as well as others who wish to remain with WRA, will be transferred.
Approximately 15 persong have declined to accept transfers and
will resign at the end of the current fiscal year.
s 44 adaid e e d

Jo, the former Block Manager of 32, told me that recently on
the outside wall of the block latrine a sign was posted saying,
"Oonishi =-- Eto: Your days are numbered. Bewarel? Onishi is the
representative from the bloek to the Local Councils According to
Jo, Onishi was threatened by unknown persons that they would bash
him unless he did not behave. This 1s an outgrowth of the recent
controversy between Jo and Onishi, whiech was recorded in detail in
my Journal for the month of April.

Jo disclaimed any connection with these threats and added,
“Both Onishl and Eto are sick in bed. Nervous breakdown, you
know. That's what they have to pay for having tortured me. I be-
gin to belleve theme might be such thing as God.”

. RRGFRAFARH

A regular bl-weekly meeting of the Local Councll was held this
morning in the conference room of the Unit Administration Building.
It was scheduled to begin at 9 A. Me., but it failed to reach the
quorum. It openned its meeting at 10 A. M. with 21 members présent.

First, Kawasaki moved that the present Vice Chairman,M. Okamoto,
succeed Seiichi Nomura. It was seconded and passed unanlmously.

"Dr" Suzuki was elected to bescome ¥ice Chalrman.
Kawnagaki of the Hospital Trust Fund Committee presented the

following financial statement for approval by the Counecil (Cf:

June 19, page 1):
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HOSPITAL TRUST FUND

Recelved:
Camp I
gamp II
Camp III

Expenditures:
Hospital
Clinie (alteration)
Burses (Mimal)
Mortuary
Entertainment (doctoms)
Cooler Pipe (doectors)
Transportation Expense

Trip to Gila (3doctors)

Movie (May, 1944)
Phonograph

Hospital Improvement --- Unit III

Radlo (6 tube)
Bhristmas Party
Hospital staff, 2 occas
Christmas Presents
19 doctors { 5.00 each)
Emp loyees 1.00 each)
Dentists Assoclation Fee
($30.,00 eaech)
Hosplfal Kitechen Supply

$5,000.00
1,675400
2,500,00

$200.00
25.00
652.40
29.78
30.00
5.67

30,00

3.00
50.00
25.00
40,00

ions 24.46

95.00

295.00 390.00

240,00

sept . 1943 «- Tuna (111l lbs)

December, 1943
Dried Shrimp
Ajinomoto
Shoye

January, 1944
Shoyu (30 gals.)
Tuna

May, 1944

38.85

186 .00

82.50
34.24

Sea Bagss (old-age home)

Tota_l Expenditures

46420 287479

1,683 .10

Dividends paid to the hospital workers

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS
DEFICIT

7,654 .83
91187'95

L 108

HOSPITAL TRUST FUND COMMITTEE

By 654 Y. Kawagakl
: ) NE.Ba

@mmedaitely afterwards, several Councilmen mpoke up all at
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onge. One sald that he eould not understand why Camp Ii's re-
ceipt was marked as §$1,676.00, when he knew that it received
$2,500 1ike Camp III. Kawasaki explained that when he took over
the Campt II fund as the Community Couneil had decided to pool

the divided moneys together into a pool for hospital distribution,
Gamp II had already paid out $825 to its hospital @ﬁura. There=
fore, Kawasakl reeoived.only the amount noted from Camp II.

Other Counclilmen accused Kawasakl why that was not noted on the
gsheet. They clamored that they could not take this statement
back to the blocks and could not explain to the residents. These

items in the statement, they argued, should be explained in de-

tall so that evagzhe could understand it by merely looking at it.

Another Councilman questioned where the radio, which cost
$40 was located. Kawasakl could not explain where it was now.
"It must be somewhere in the hospital how,"” said Kawasakl.

Another Gouncilman asked why they had to buy codler pipe
costing $5.67 when such a material could be obtained from the
WRA »

Because of numerous questions and the bellligerent attlitude of
geveral Councilmen, who insisted that they could not take the
statement back to the blocks as 1s, Kawasaki withdrew it and
promised that he would prepare a more detaliled one by the next
meeting. It was evident that even Iif Kawasakl could prepare a
detalled statement he could not escape more severe questioning
in the forthecoming meetings, siphe the Councilmen knew for cer-
tain that it had been doctored up to hide expenditures for liquor
and parties. They are anxious to scrutinize every statement which
may be presented by Kawasaki in order to find flaws in it.

Okamoto reported that the fund of the Local Council amounted
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to $2046.24, of which $869 belonged to Emergeney Fund. In addition
the Local Gouncil had $1169 as Seholarship ¥fund. Okamoto expected
gome income from the Trading Post transations from time to time.
Councilmen requested Treasurers for these funds, and an election
wag held. As the result Sasakl of 19 and Okabe of 28 were elected.
It was quite significant that Kawasaki's name did not appear among
those nominated.

The Boys Group and the Girls CGroup of the Community Aetivities
requested dmations from the Couneil's fund $129.00 and §121.55
respectively together with their itemized bills of prticulars.

The stated that these moneys were to be used as operating expenses
of these organizations. Several Councilmen questioned wisodom of
giving donations to thdee groups, for they were afraid that this
might set a precedent and other groups might begin to ask for
money from the Council. If such happened, the Couneil's fund would

replenis.
be exhausted in no time and it would not be able to the

amount in the fund easily, they contended. There were other Council-

men who believed that the fund should be expended for worthy
causes and this was one of them. Nishimoto, representing Bloeck 45,
proposed that the representatives from these orgaznizatlons be
requested to appear before the body to explain thHeir pwrposes and
activities in the next meeting. This proposal was approved.
Okamoto reported that the transsctions of the Trading Post
netted the Council $42.21 after one month's operation.
By request of Yoshilmwa the Council selected Frank Okamoto
of 53 and Sasakl of 19 to fill the vacancles on the Community
Actlivities Committee.

The meeting adjourned at twelve noon.
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Iast night Aljiro Talmhashl, Frank Kadowaki, Okesbe, Sumida,
waard Kakudo of Bloek 22, and Nishimoto met seeretly in the Red
Cross office and dlscussed ways and means of cleaning up the

Poston political underworld. During the diseussion Takahashi re-

vealed that he Imew with certainty that Kawasaki had been enter-
on

taining several occasions various ?nouta with the money belonging

to the publie. Takahashi obtained information from Toda of the
Block 32 meashall that Kawasakl entertained guests as often as
three times a week in some wddék. On one occasion, Takahashl was
informed by Toda, the expense ran as high as $135 but Kawasaki
willing paid it out of hiahun pocket. Takahashi knew Kawasaki
before evacuation as a poor man, and he e¢ould not understand how
he coudd have that much money in his pocket. On another occasion
when Takahashi was feted by Kawasakl, he remarked how he could be
lavish. In reply Kawasaki qﬂyﬂ non chalantly, "0Oh, we are eating
off the publiec. Why should we caret"

After the people present exchanged informations regarding
Okamoto, Kawasakli, and their pgroup, they realized there was nothing
they could do for the moment except to demand accounting of the
hospital fund (Cf: June 21, page 3). However, they decided to
give a full publicity on the misappropriation of the hospital
fund, and to prepare the ways to unseat these Councilmen in the
coming election in October.

They parted after they agreed to meet from time to time to
exchange informations they might collect in the future, and pro-
mised to solieit other people who would be willing to work for
thia cause.

SRR HAAIH
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This mornigg I conferred with Morils Burge, the Deputy Project
Diector, who returned to Poston late last night. He reported to
me that James Yahiro came to see him this morning and requested
him to consult the Gommunity Councll on selection of Unit I
Administrator before the Administration announce the appolntment.
(yahiro is the City Clerk. See also June 20, page 2) Burge told
vahiro that the Adminis tration had no intention at present to
name any successor to Nomura and would keep the position open.

I told Burge that I mas planning to fill Eomura's place in
the Local Coouncil from Block 45. I added that this was my plan
for a long time to put Block Managers in the Local Council to gailn
gomeé control of the body. Burge confided that he did not trust

any of the Community ﬁounoil, end the appointed personnel called

them "City Hall gang”. The Agministration was very much aware of
what the Community Couneil members have been doing, and it would be
benefited if the Block Managers could succeed in forming its own
bloec in th:jgzéneil. Burge believed that an unifled opposition
against these "gangsters” would make them cautious before they
would ever attempt to put over something detrimental to the
comnunity as a whole.

I told them that there would be six Managers in the Couneil
and more Managersywould be elected to it before long. Burge was
afrald that the Community Cooncil gang might object to this practice
by basing thelr argument on the old regulation that no Manager
could be elected to the Council. I told him that there was
nothing to worry about, because Managers have been acting as
Gouncilmen concurrently for sometime. In addition, Okamoto him-
gelf 1s holding- the position of City Manager. He would not want

to argue against his own status, I reassured Burge.
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Burge was elated that a strong oppomition has been ﬁﬂ?éing
against "City Hall gang”. "In this situation, unstable as is,
it 18 a good sign that the opposition is being formed with the
Block Managers as & nueleus. We wanted that cheek aginst ithe
the gang for a long time. I see now that somebody is out for
bood,"” Burge ecommented in a good humor.

HRH R
The following articles should be noted in the Poston Chro-

nicle of June 22,

Manpower Commission Reaches Fkve Decisions (page 1)
First Group Now Sta_tiloned at Shelby (page 1)
22 Hogs Slaughtered (page 2)
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The following two papers were uncoveeed from the file of
the Unit Administrator.

The first one concerns with the attempt of Ted Hass and
Elmer Wmamamoto to "put Harper in place" when he was new here
and tried to take the judicial machinery into his hand, Harper
tried to prosecute an Issei himself, who was arrested for immoral
charge to a teen year old cirl. (See my conversation with Ted
Haas, January s DPage )

The second paper is the result of the survey conducted by
David Frednch, the Community Analyst here. (Cf: January |,

page )
December 16, 1943

MIMORANDUM TO : Mr. W. Wade Head, Project Director
Attention: Mr, darper Director of Police

FROM: Judicial Council
SUBJECT: Functions of the Local Police Department

Heretofore it has been a source of keen satisfaction to
the residents to know that the services of the evacuee pollce
were being actively integrated in all matters relating to in-
ternal security. We beliBve it is common knowledge that they
played a major part in reducing said problems to a minimum.

Of late we have noticeﬂwith some concern tnat the gradual
change in the policies regurding the functions of the Internal Secu-
rity Department, with particular réference to our Eyacuee Police
Department. While in the past, the said Department has been
active in prodessing oompalints in eriminal matter occmrring
within the three units, we have bedn informed that sueh is no
longer the case and everything is processed through the office
of the Director of Police.

The members of the Judicéal Council (an evacuee funetion)
have discussed this tendency and feel that this might lead to
a gradual loss of prestige on the part of the Evacuee Folice.
The residents huving accepted the I'vacuee Iolice as the @Guard-
ian of law and order and having looked upon that department as
fﬁ#ﬁﬁﬁdlﬁré/tﬁf/déld/Efﬁudéé/Pdrfééﬁ/dﬁd/¢ff///
responsible for the internal security of the units, may lose
all respeoct for said Evacuee Poliee, and even question the
necessity for the maintenance of such a department.

We point with pride to the low record of crime in this
center, and attribute a great part of this to the efficient
efforts of our Evaucee Police and to the prestige attached to
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them. If, howefer, all criminal matters are tof%rooessed
t_hrough the office of the Direector, and the Evacuee Police do
not actively participate therein, the residents may be led to
believe that the Evacuee TFolice are not responsible for law and
order, and hence need not be accroddd the respect heretofore
given them., This, we feel, might tend toward a deterioration

of the p _revalent feeling for law and order in this coomunity.,

Coukld not a policy be formulated permitting the Evacuee
Police a more asctive participstion in loesl arfairs? This
would not only continue to enhance their present prestige, but
would be added incentive to the Evslf/lee personnel to improve
on pdlice work. This thought, of course, is relevant only when
it is the intention of the =2dministration to continue mainten-
afice of the Folice Department as such.

e would, therefore, appreciate a clarification én the
purpose and functions of the Evescuee Police and also any policy
governing same.

Judieial Couneil

/8/ Elmer S. Yamamoto
Chariman
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January 6, 1944
MFEMORANDUM TO: Mr. LL L. Nelson, Assistant Project Director
FROM: David Frendh, Acting Community Analyst
SUBJECT: Reactions to Mr. Head's speech of January 2, 1944

Yesterday you said that you wculd be interested in whatever could
be gathered on the subjeet of reactions, pasticularly misunder-
standings, following Mr. Fead's spgech at the shibal last Sunday
night. Mrs. Chica Sugino, research assistant Tn Community
Analysie, end I did not spend many houss gathering thés material.
She conecentrated on unsophisticated Isseis, while I, not having
contact with such people, takked with Niseis and English-speaking
Isseis. We asked people to tell us not only what they thought
about the speech, but slso what they have heard. Together we
seem to have gotten a pretty good sample in terms of age, sex,
residence in the camp, and status. The statements we obtained
were remarkebly consistent. Woments reactions differed from
men's, but the groups were consistent within themselves. We é&id
not obtain data on Unit II and III; a single Nisei from Unit III
that I questioned has heard® no discussion.

Most Niseis that we interviewed did not hear the speech and have
heard little comment on it since. The discussion seems to have
remained on the Japanese-speaking level, which is that of the
people who attended the shibail, We would have expected that the
Niseis would have recieved more information from their parents,
or neighbofs, and would have begun to discuss the speech, too,
but this has not occurred,
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The following is & summary of ecomments:

The shibal audience was surprised and pleased when Mr. Head

was Introduced. The speech and the translation took up nearly

an hour. Had the speech not been favorably reclved the

people would have resented the ihterruption of Yheir New Year's

program and would not have hesltated to express thelr displea-

gure. The fact that Head departed from the prepared text

and added extemporaneous remarks that werd not ineluded in

the Japanese translation bothered some of the people. When

those that understood little or no English compared notes

with those that understood the English version, the dif-

ferences appeared. Of course, those that understood both lan=-
guages noticed the differences at the time. Various interpretations

of Mr. Head's plans in regard to staying at Poston, or leaving,

have appeared: some think he will leave definitely in a few

weeks, while others think he will stay if the people will co-

operate with him. There was applause during the reading of the

the Yapanese text at the point that mutual coopeartion was

mentloned. There hhs been some sepculation as to whether

or not devious motives lay behind the differences in the

versions. Several of those interviewed expressed a desire to

see a copy of the speech.

By far, the moat talked-about point that was made in the

speech the one about the length of the war. It seems to have
jolted the people into thinking about relocation and the futere.
They do respect Head's opinions and while most are not %#illing
to accept his figure of six years, they have really stl-
mulated into thinking ahead. Many comments have coupled the
above point with Head's assurance that there will be no

forced relocation. (Incidentally, the latter was not

stressed as strongly in Japanese as in English.) There have
been some interesting negativistic reactions. A few are saying
that if the war 1s going to be long and if the WRA 18 going

to permit us to stay here, then we'll leave. The remarks

which might be considered to be advice: the ones on chlld
diseipline, thrift, and idlemesas were very well recelved.

There was no feeling that they were inappropriate, none of
Head's besiness, or overly-paternalistic. No one has taken

the remarks about idleness to mean that the WRA is golng to
make more jobs avallable.

During the course of gathering this materlial we recileved a
number of unsolicited testimonials as to the respect that 1is
felt for Mr. Head by the community.

In coneclusion: As is usually the case, misinterpretations and
unexpected conclusions have been derived from the speech. An
audience was reached that had had little contact #tth Mr. Head
Pefore. Shibal performances could well be used in the future
to transmit information to groups not reached through the news-
papers, bullétins, school programs, council meetings, and block
meetings. Announcements and speeches at the movies would reach
just exactly the opposite group: young and Englishespeaking.
It is apparent that quite strong feelings of insecurity still
exist among the residents of Poston. The posaibility of Head's
departure worries the people because they feel sure that whoever
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woulf be brought intoe succeed him would not measure up to the same
gtandard. A point that eannot be too strongly stressed is that,
if it is at all possible, the English and the Japanese versions
of a speech should be exactly alike. This will eliminate one kind
of unnecessary and harmful speculation.

Cillire didaidiais &

A regular meeting of the Community Counell weas held in
Camp II yesterday. The chlef tople of diseussion in the meeting
was the question of whether to approve the financial statement
presented by Kawasaki (Cf: June 21, page 8). (Kawasaki, as Nagal
put it, was thick skinned enough to present the same statement
which he had presented to the Loocal Counecil anéjggéﬁgied. He
efidently thought, in Nagai's opinion, that if he had succeeded
in getting the Community Council's approval he would be able to
put pressure on the Local Couneil in its next meeting. That is
to say, he could use an argument, "This has been approved by the
Communisy Couneil, therefore, you could not question the integrity
of the Councilmen of the other Units. If you did not approve this,
it would mean that you distrust the Councilmen of the other
Units.” Incidentally, Okamoto left Poston to Manzanar for a short
visit on June 21, and Kawasakl did not have his strong supporter
in the meeting.)

It was obvious that the Councilmen from the other Units, too,
have been aware of the eriticismas against the Hospital Committee.
They serutinized and questioned every item on it in detall,

One Couneilmen questioned why Camp II' receipt was noted as
$1,675 while the actual receipt amounted to $2,500.

Meny Qouncilmen questioned the pmrchases of Ajinomoto,

8hoyu, ete. One Councilman eriticized the later purchase of
Shoyu especially sharply. He pointed out that the quality of
Shoyu supplied by the project had improved already by the first of
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this year. He attacked that the Hospital Committee purshased

Shoyu of the same munufacturer,whiie supplied the IRA,and he

failed to see any good reason of the Committee to spend a publie
money in such & purchse.

Another Councilman argued that the purchse of $46.20 for
gea bags to fete the pat‘bﬁta in the 0ld Age Home in May, 1944,
was outrageous. He sald how the seventeen patients could eat
$46 .20 worth of ntﬂbasa. Kawasaki replled that it might have been
eaten by the workers, too. The interpellator accused furtler
that there are only a few workers with the Home and the tobal
number of worlkers and patlents eould not exceed twenty-five at
the most. Kawasaki, then, promised him that he would look into
this item.

Insinuvations and velled accusations were thnﬂpé at Kawasaki
for more than two hours in the form of verious guestions. Finally
the Counecil refused to approve the statemént and requested Kawa-
sakl to prepare a better statement for its next meeting.

L

It is currently talked about among the enemles of Okamoto
that he decided to be away from Poston for a while until the econtro-
versy over the hospital fund and that over the labor shortape
quiety down. In some other quarters his visit to Mansanar 1s
looked upon with suspiclous eyes.

i diaidid i i
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David French informed me that the WRA has now been adminise-
tering a qﬂy&l camp 1in upstate of New York for refugees brought
over recently from Italy. They number about 1000 and inelude

quite many refugees from Yogoslavia, who had QQ}ﬁ to the Adriatic

. [/
Islands. The administretive segnﬁf this camp 1s very compdicated:

the jurisdietion belongs to tha War Department and the Navy Dee-
partment, the administration 1s handled by the "RA, and the United
Natlons Rellef and Rehabilitation Administration 1s responsible for
its fiscal sides.

The conference of the Community Analysts, which was sheeduled
in washinton in the latter papt of this month, was postponed until
August because of this newly added reasponsibility.

Speaking of the appointed personnel here, French told me
that Morls Burge likes to be flattered that he has a very good
rapport with all the factions of the Evacuees. In fact, Burge
often reminds other appointed personnel that he is the most inti-
mate with and the closest to the evaucees. Mills, on the other
hand, likes to be told that the conditions here heve become orderly
and well arranged gince he arrived here.

Nishimoto reminded French that many evacuee leaders knew
these weaknesses of Mills and Burge and have capitalized on them
whenever they dealt with them.

URRAAA ARG

For induction held at the Hosp _ital last Sunday (June 18)

113 boye were called. Of these forty-sim boys were out of Poston
via relocation, one was hospitalized, and ohe cancelled. In other
worde, eixty-five boys were scheduled to appear for induction, but
fifty of them were actuelly auorﬁ“;nd fifteen refused to report.

A
The fifteen boys who refused to be induoted are dlstributed




JUNE 24 ==~ (2)

‘by camps as follows: Camp I, 93 Camp II, 2; and Camp III, 4.

The geographleal distribution of the néne Camp I boys reveals that
they are well scattered throughout the camp. Nevertheless, in
Harper's opinion, the oeccupational distribution of these boys
reveals that they have had close contact among themselves. That
1s, almost all these boys are employed on the other side of the
Highway (the Machine SHop, Garage, and the Motor Pool). Harper
thought that thepe might have been some extenslve eplitation apainst
the military service among them or by someone to them. ifggifiveﬂ
that any organized agitation took place among them. As one observes
the condition for employment in thiafuamp, he:oould see immediately
thkt they were more than likely friendly to one another for sometime.
An usual pattern of amployemfb/here 1s in this menner: A boy, say,
,Bbtqins a Job in the Machine Shop. /He would tell his friends how
“hls work is easy,or interesting,or that his boss 1= & very good

“ feliow, or anything of this nature. His frieﬁds would become ine-
terested in the boyds job and would ask him if there'are openings.
The boy would persudde hieFriend:A:o join him in thelyaohine Shop.
Now, these three or four boys of A& congenlal group taik about
their jobs in the liachine Shop to other friends of theira. Some
of these other friends soon join them in the Machine Shop. Thus,
it is probably safe to assume that some talks of evading the

draft were exchanged among these draft dodgers, but I do not be-
lieve that they had been exposed to any outside agitatioq to in-
fluence their decisions. (See also the Poston Chronioib Bf June
20th, page 1)
Twelve of these fifteen dodgers were taken to Yuma to appear

before the U, 8. Commissioner on June 21. $ix of them pleaded

gullty and were Held in fail awalt ing their sentences. The re-
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maining six pleaded not guilty. They were brought before the

U. Se District Count judge on June 22, when their bonds of$1,000
each were set. Harper told me that the judge after consulting
with the FBI agent set the bail at $5,000. The FBI did not wish
to release these Japanese defendants to the relocation center, and

asked the judge to set the bond high enough so that they could not

/ﬂggvide it for returning to Poston awaiting their trials. H,wever,

the defendants had already contacted a bond man, who was ready
to post their bail bonds anticipating the usual bond of §1,000
eagh. (It costs each defendant $100 to have the bond man put up
hli $ail of $1,000., Harper told me that the bond man's profit
from each defendant amounts to as much as $87, and 1t 1s & very
profitable business, since the defendant nilqbe returned to the
relocation eenter and cannot "jump” the bond.) The bond man
immedlately consulted the U. S. Attorney (Harper thinge that the
Us Se Attorney and the bond man eare intimately assoclated.), for
the defendants were not prepared to ralse the bond feeaFr $600
each for $5,000 hall and were threatened with possibllity of re-
maining in Jjail until theirhrﬁals. The U« S« Attorney obligingly
agked the Count to redueeé the bond from $5,000 to $1,000 and the
unrf granted the request. The 8ix boys who pleaded not pullty
mere returned here early yesterday morning.

one boyd out of the fifteen dodgers was taken to Phoenix
for his hearing before the U. S. Commissioner on June 22. (See
thé Poston Chronlilece of June 24, pagq:l, "feelve Held for Evading
Induction"),

The last two boys ocut of the fifteen were arrested yester-
day morning and taken out of Poaton.; I have not checked where

they were taken to.
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Regarding the recumrent appearance of these 8elective Ser-
vice Act violators, Harper and others in the Administration sus-
pect that George Fujil has been misgulding young boys. Harper
received an ififormation from some evacuees that Pujil was seen
several times talking to young people advising them to evade the
draft. Fujll was reported to have sald, ™They (the Goverhment )
can't do anything. It's unconstitutional to draft us from these
detention camps.” Harper said he is watching Fujii closely.

"Pujll seems that he doesn't realize he had gotten a break
in the last trial (the sedition trail)., I am sure he had some
connection with the statements (the "Voice of the 11isels” statements).
But I have always told these people (the appointed personnel) that
he (Fujii) 1s:;mnrt enought to do it from his own initiative. He
nas just a "fall guy”. I know there were some smarter guys be-
hind the whole things. But we couldn't get anything on them, al-
though I knew just about who they were” Harper saild.

"Somebody should advise quii to watch his stedp,"” continued

Py
Harper. 'The trouble with him that he is dumb. He can't see

the consequence of what he does or what he will do. If he keeps
on like that, he will be sure to get in another trouble.”
BHAZSHAH G R G H
The following artisles should be noted in the Poston Chro-
nlcle of June 24:
More Boys to Be Inducted (page 1)
Twe lve Held for Evading Induction (pgre 1)
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Aljiro Takahashl of the Red Oross sent the following letter
to Nishimoto in commection with the proposed seheme to elean up

the Poston Qouneils. (Cf; June 22, page 1)

Poston, Arizona
June 23rd, 1944

Mre Re Nishimoto
Block 45 - 2 - ¢
Poaton, Arizona

My dear Mr. Nishimoto:

Thank you very kindly for your attendance at the recent
meeting.

An increasing number of residents of the same sentiment
are contunuing to participate actively, thus pointing to a very
favorable outcome.

I am fully confident of the positive success of our stand
in the matter amyor its neat execution.

Notwithstanding obstacles, I know that a great many persons
are backing our enterprise and eagerly awaiting its successful
eonclusion.

I myself am engaging actively toward our desided ends and
carrying through a full share of responsibilities.

Trusting that you, too, will redouble your efforts to the
gchievement of our objective, I remain

Very cordially yours,
/8/ Aijiro Takahashi
HEFEHR R HAH
Since the middle of May the Iabor Commission has been meet-

ing regularly to solve the shortage of workers in the various
divisions and sections. (Cf: May 12, page 3) In its second
meeting held in the latter part of May the Commission voted to

M cam a 7 zAF 0
ma ke ovar-al’qfor the three unitas. For this
purpose the Unit I labor Commission selected Yahiro, Matsubara,
and Moritomo (later replaced by T. Matsumoto, when Moritomo had

"“-,d/‘¢ JEn s

relocatod.;r and requeated the other two units to send two re-

presentatives respectively to the over-all labor Commdssion meet-
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ings. (Negai and other leaders claimed that this wes the first
and greatest mistakﬁjt;o Unit I Lebor Commission comnitted. A
golution of labor shortapq could not be satisfaetorlly worked
out by talking with other people from the other units, they
contended. They pointed out that there is no shortage of labor
in Camp III. On the contrary, Camp III is bothered with pro-
blems of finding enough jobs to distribute among its residents.
The Labor Commssion has not formulated its final policles yet

at this late date, and these men believed that the problems would

Lorg dgo
have been worked ouéé they confined themselves to the problems

of Unit I onlys)

Toward the end of lMay the Commisslon picked up some of the
appointed personnel for its members, and at present the member-
ship is composed of evaucees and cauuaaianﬂﬁointly. The members
from the appointed personnel are John Powell, David French, Bob
Rupkey, and L. Me Johnson (the Employment Division).

While the Commission was meeting to solve the various labor
problems, many blocks were aol#?ﬁ::;gg?ﬁgahortayns i thelir mess-
halls, which were created by selectlve service induetion, seafonal

elther of
labor, and relocation. In general the bdocks tookdtwo common
methods to replenish depleted personnel in their messhalls.the
more eommon of the two was to hold a bloeck general meeting. In
the mebting the Block Manager made a list of those male residents,
who ho%gg employment cards in the diwislons and sections other
than those within fthe bloeks: Thelr names were writeen down se-
parately on slips of paper and the Manager took one or two or
nhatever té;?;ézan:rths workers needed in khhe messhall odt of
the slips, which had been assembled, shuffled, and placed in a

eontainer. Those whose names had been withdrawn were compelled
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to tranafer from their respective plaocﬂkf employment to the
messhall without protest. This method was devised sometime early
in 1943 when the projeet faced the labor shortage for the first
time. This was worked out to eliminate two major difficulties
in getting residents to work in their messhalls (1) Many resi-
dents do not like to work in messhalls. They would rather be
doing some ®wfrk in which they &are interested, (2) &agh worker
is convinced that he is doing some essential work for the project
dnd when he 1s asked to work in the messhall, he feels his pres-
tige has been impaired. (ILet us suppose A 1s asked to come into
the messhall, he is likely to say, "The Carpenter Shop won't re-
lease me, because I am an important faetor in the shop. If I
quit, the whole shop will be disrupted. Why don't you ask Mr. B,
who is not doing sueh an essential work.” Vhen B 1s consulted next,
gay, he is likely to say, "I am the oldest and most experienced
man in the Poultry Department. They cannot spare me. Why don't
you ask Mr. A or Mr. C, who caanot be so important in thelr di-
visions®.” And this arpgument is carried ad infinitum.)
by days

The other of the two methods was *o take turngdequnlly among
2ll non-meashall workers. When their turns came, the specified
number of residents wesf required to stay off their regular
works and to serve in the messhall. This also disrupted the

gsmooth running of many divislons.

Thus, the blocks were successfully, more or less as far as

ot
they were concerned, roplnoingﬂdaparting workers in their mess-

halls. However, the divisions and sections from which these
workers were extracted were not satisfied. They have been making
protests meekly in the past, but the protest from one department
especially bacame wigorous in the latter part of May whéh the Block




JUNE 25 -- (4)
5 incident.

Manager of Block 5, Yulkawa, held a block meeting and drew
a lot to get two workers into the messhall from among its resi-
dents. There were much arguments against sueh & procedure, question=-
ing whether or not the Manager had any right to draft workers against
their own wishes into the messhall. The Manager was a man of
forceful tacties and overwhelmed the opposition by saying that
the residents must eat and they owed to themselves to regard the

work in messhall 4he-most vital plsee—of-work for each and every

whe
one of them. As the result og‘lot the foreman of the Parker rail-

head warehouse workers was compelled to work there. The foreman
reluctantly agreed to transfer, but the Werehouse Division was
not satisfied. The Parker crew could not be smoothly run without
him, they argued. In faect, they saild, the Parker ore;%:::?g;;rated
without thls foremsn, but it did not take any more two days to
rasace needed
find that his absenee wes sorely felt. The Warefouse Division
appealed to Bhe Ibbor Commission to step into the situation. The
Commission, in turn, asked the block to allow the foreman to
resume hig old job. The block refused on the ground that it was
the duty of every resident in the block to serve in the messhall
when sueh had been declided in the block meeting. Yhile the nego-
tiation was going on, Okamoto made & mistake of arguing that
the messhall of Bloek 5 should not be supplied with food and in-
gisted that he could stop the dellveriles any#imn if he ordered so.
The Block 5 messhall was angered and became defiant. The mess
workers told the Commission, "If you think you ean do it (stoppage
of delieveries), go ahead and do so."” The matter became worse.
Meanwhile, M+ Napgal was called upon to patch up the difference.
He eontacted hilas friend in Bloek 5, who worked in the Poultry
Department, and begged him to take the foreman's place in the
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messhall. Nagal's friend acquiesced ahdf the foreman returned
to the Parker warehouse.

The Block 5 incident was settled amicably to the satisfaction
of all the sldes after wranglings of several days, but its re-
percussions were felt in the subsequent meetings of the Labor
Cémmission. The meeting held on May 27 spent a considerable time
in discussion of this depafting. The members argued to eliminate
thig practice. @#Harding, who wau'viﬁiting fro@:g:shinton WRA offlce,
argued for ceombining some messhalls. He reported that at Clla
the messhalls of the blocks with the populations of less thanpso
were consolidated with the adjoining messhalls and this merging
turned out to be very satisfactory. Powell, on the other hand,

proposed to establish some sort of nursery to take care of small

children so that their mothers would be aWallable for employment

a
in the messhalls. In general, however, the members were a}rmed

over the increasing tendency of drafting by bloeks of workers
into their messhalls and desired to curb the practive. As to
the method of curbing they could not agree. As a temporary measure
until they could work out some solution, they declded to ask the
Project Director to prohibit the drafting. Thls recommendation
resulted in the following instruetion from the Project Director:
June 2, 1944
PROJECT MEMORANDUM NO. 27
TO: Division and Section Heads
SUBJECT: Mess Halls
I have been informed that evacuee residents of the Center
who are employed in essential occupations in various activities
are being drafted for so-called volunteer labor in mess halls and
#¥¢ kitchens. While I recognize the essential nature of mess

hall work, the prectise of taking workers away from their assigned
duties to f11l in at mess halls does not have my approvel.
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All supervisors are hereby inastructed to report to me im-
mediately any instanees in which their employees in—wiiech their
are absent from thelr poat of duty because of the
requirement that they serve in the mess halls of their reppective
blockss This informatlion should be in memorandum form, ineluding
the employee's name, his residence address, and date or dates on
which he is absent from hls regular post of duty. Unit Adminis-
trators and Block Managers are being notified of this instruction.

/8/ Dunean Mélls
Projeet Direstor

In the meeting held on June 5, the Labor Commission adopted
the recommendation from the Unit I labor Commission and listed
the fallowing divisions as easenyQy{ and frnnrﬁiggéfggd:grker
could be drafted into the messhallss (The freezing order was
lifted and workers were allowed to be drafted from other department
which were not listed as essential.)

Trangportation, Maintenance, Agriculture, Hospital, Subsis-
tence (including warehouses and mess operations), Fire, and Pollice.
Inspite of thﬁhnrningu and regulations, the blocks went on

with thelr bloeck meetings and draftings, as more mess workers

OU7L
were drained of the bloeks via relocation andinduetion. Block 35,

A
for instance, in its block meeting drafted a residentd who worked
in the Fire Station. The Fire Department protested, but the bloeck

wag deflant. Finally Dr Suszuki, the Cougjellman from the block

and serving on the Unit I ILabor Commilssion, atoppeq;;nd reconcildd

the chef of the messhall to release the Fire Department worker
from the obligation to come into the messhall.

On or about June 22, Block 54 held its block meeting and
drew a lot to draft a worker. The lot fell on another worker in
the Fire Station. He was told to.abtde by the decision. (He 1is
a member of a large family, who-#ga not well liked within the
block.) The block took "or else” attitude in this matter and

the resident agreed to obey the ruling. But the Fire Department,
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as in the previous case, protested and §refused to give an of-
ficlal release of employment to the worker. The block, however,
is inslsting that he must work in the messhall. The situation
is in a deadlock.
Meanwhlle, another complication developed on June 24, when
Bloek 35 heard that Block 54 had succeeded in getting a worker
cut of the Fire Department (evidently erroneously Peported to Bloek

35)« They lodged a prq&jost why they hed been refused to get

the worker from the Fire Department, while Block 54 had been al-
lowed to dec so.

The pregent situation indicates that similar oeccurances would
be developed often in the near future. It 1s interesting to
mateh where 2all this trouble wou1d~g:3?;p tos UVagal eame into
my office and urged to do something. I warned him, "Stay out of
this thing. This whole idea had been concelved by Okamoto and
Yehiro. This ie their baby. It won't be long before they burn
their fingers. You just sit back and mateh. The ecommunity knows

that the Executlve Board hag nothing to do with this.”
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On June 238 the Bloeck Counecll of Block 45 helff its meeting
and nominated Rlehayrd Nishimoto unamimoualy, unopposed, for the
election of Councilman from the bloek to fill the unexpired
term of Seiichi Nomura. The members of the Block Couneil were
told by Nishimoto the necessity of cleaning up the Poston
politics.

gy il 4
Fujii complained th Sumida that the father of Roy Furuya

and bragged
had come to his father for more than twice that George could

A
come out of the trial clean because hils son Roy had refuaed to
“
testify ageinst.George. Fujll was irritated by fhe elder 5ruya'a

aation, hecause he was forced to feel gratified toward the whole

“d
ﬂruya femily. (Cf: June 19, page 3)

i

I was called into Burge's office and was questioned on
two current problems. (1) Increase of selective service act
violators. Burge was worrled, because he thought that more Nisel
were refusing to report either to physical calls or to induection
calls. He was oonoernedfg;ndi whether there was an organized
agitation had been carried secretly Iin camp. I explained to
him that these boys were those that would have refused to be
iInducted even 1f they had been ealled at an earlier date. I
said, "These boys are afraid to be killed in war. What ean you
t8ll them when they are scared? <You don't think arguing about
virtues of serving for your own country would eonvinece them
to go to war w1111n34;do you?" Burge replied that he kmew it
was so. He sald that those people talking ebout return of ¥f
civil rightaland the ata%ﬁgz of eitizenship, and so on, are

a7
mostly ones who want to evade the draft somehow. I sald whieh
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was quite true. I reported thet returninghthe boys ;who were

arrested and released on bonds fﬁr their favlure to report to
Induction, to Poston wag not a good procedure. These boye would
talk about thier experience, and they would not talk in such a
way to persuade others to obey the selective sgerviee act. These
boys::;;¢m0r0 likely to brag about their "eourage”™ for what they
had done. In other words, they would heve a diaturbing effect
on the smooth workings of future pre-induetion physicals and in-
duetions Burge realized it, but he regretted that there was
nothing he sould do about it, As a eonelusion, I said there was
nothing welther of ueg could do about the slituation, because there
vag no agitation by group by by organization. We could not
trace friend-to-friend advices afainst the draft effectively. We
agreed in the end that we should nalt for a further development.
(2) Burge heard that there was an aglitation against Dr.
Pressman brewing. DIr. Pressman ¢ameé hack to Poston yesterday
after a vagatlon to resume his duty here. The Comnunity Counecil
cirole for a long time has been after é;;soalp, and has revived

the old agitation as soon ag the leaders had learned that Press-

man was eoming b74§é Burge explained that Pressman was the only

surgeon available for Poston and was not easlily replaced by some
other dostor. He sald he must do something about it 1f the
agitation was wlde-gpread. I reported to him that the ecommunity
as & whole did not kmow that Pressman had returned, let alone
the agltation to oust him from Poston. It was not serious yet
end he need not be worried about it, I confided to Burge.
HUHBOG G R
The excerpts from a letter written by HRobert Salkai, now

at Camp Savage, to his elder brother Tom Sakail, the former Super-
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visor of Bloeck Managers. Robert 1s a gradvate of the Unlverasity
of California at Loas #ngeles. He served in the Temporary Gom-
munity Counsil from hils blosk. He also worked for the Bfireau of
Soclological Research, and later with the Depeitment of Edueation
a8 a teaschers. The letter 1a dated larch 14, 1944,

"« « « Tom, as you say, Poston has been good to you, but 18
ls only because you have been good to yourselfs "God helps those
who help themselves.” In most cases those relative terms "good"
or "pbad” exlst only in the mind, and that whieh one has in his
mind put Iinto astlon, makes the man. There are o many young people
who thought Poston was "pbad "™ and that's all they thought about.
They had nothing but grumbling to dos There was nothiag In the
camp from whieh they could profits On the other hand there were

a very few people who saw some good in the camp a&nd sbught to make

that "good" a part of himself, therabyﬁnorelsing that "good " and

being happier for it. 1It's great that you sre studying every day,
Tom. I don't see how you ean do 1t, It really takes a pgreat
reserve of will power and a burning desire to advence one's self.

"Ag far as oceccupations go that doesn't meke & man great or
gmalls Whether he be a farmer, banker or laborer, it's the amount
of service he does for his fellow men and the amount of heppiness
he tries to bring into this world that counts.

"Since I'we been In the army I've often wondered whether I
am doing the right thing by becoming & soldiers wWas I an intel-
lectual coward? Am I Just taking the easlest course? But I have
alnays come b to the coneclusion of which I am now quite positive,
that I am doing the right thing. It 1s my conviction --- at
least at present --- that the military threat of Hitler and the
Japanese army has to be met by force. I hope and pray for the day

when force can be conquered by love, but boday 1s not that day.
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The horrors of war are ghastly, and the most ghastly part of all
ia that hundreds of mllllona of people are taklng 1t as a matter
of eourse. If a 100 soldlers are killed, people don't bat an
eyelashs If 50,000 are killed, perhaps they ralse an eyebrow.

"There is so much evil in this workd that I want to do all
I can in any power to bring some good into this world. Heaven
only knowsa that my puny efforss will be too little. People are
mad at the enemy and they are mad enough to kill him, but deep
ingide sagh man and woman's heart in Germany, Japan, Ue. S. or any-
where else, there ls a deep longing for pease and love and hap-
piness. Why can't this longing for good all over the world be
united in solld brotherhood?

"Litatening to some of the orientatlion lectures on "Why We
Fight" I have been quite dlssapointed. As ig natural and to a
great extent true, the lecturar emphasizes the etll Intenta of
the eriemy, him 1dea of the "master race” and "world conquest”. Wg
are fighting for all the 1ldeals wercherlah and the freedoms we
prize so highly. Very true, but how I wigh they would go a little
further.

"There are some 1l million of us in the serviece and most of

ugs hear the same things. Thus wejyl will think alike. If all we

are teught 1s that we fight becauge the enemy 18 bad, I fear

very much for the postemar era. Why can't the army be intelligent
enongh to tell ll‘mlllion men that we too are to blame for this
war ---that we must therefore fight and stiive for a better world
for everybody =---not Jjust for ua? The ex-soldlers are golng to
have a bilg say-so, if not the hipgest, as to what to do to the
enemy after vietory is won. It is now that we muet begin con-

structive 1ldess on bullding a2 better world.
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A phanging trend in the bloeck organisation has been ob-
served recently. A notable expample 1s found in the change in
the set-up of the Block Counell for Block 356. In the past the
Block Council was composed of a male representative from each of
the fourteen barracks. Iately because of so many people relocating
it became more diffioult for some barracks to select their

representatives. In the block meeting, which was held at the end

o
of May, it was decided to goi away with the Couneil of fourteen

men. Instead, they formed a committee of three to take over the
dutlies of the Council. This committee was composed of the Block
Manager, the representative to the Local Counecil, and the represen-
tative at large, Aljiro Takahashi. Minor matters are to be de-
cided by thls committee of three, andﬁﬁire important matters are

1
to be decided in bloeck meeting.

RESEY AR A Y

A regular weekly meeting of Block Managers was held in the
conference room of the Unit Administration Buidling.from 9:30
this morning.

Supervisor Nishimoto announced that the following arrangement
has been made to control stray dogs and cats: (Cf: June 20, page 1,
the last paragraph)

L. Block Manager is to catch stray dogs and cats within
his wlock.

2. Block Manager is to notify immediately the Chilef of the
Internal Security Office through the Sppervisor. 3

3. The 6hief of the Internal Surity Office has agreed to
dispose sald animals as he sees ift.
In thls manner a problem of long standing has been solved.

The Superviosr, on behalf of the Leave Offlice, has announced
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as follows:

(1) Those leaving for Phoenis on June 28 for thdir pre-in-
duction physicals will not be Inducted until a later date,
contrary to a popular camp belief.

(2) Because of an overflow relocatees on June 27, a special
thorough car to Chicago was prepared for June 29 to asccommo-
date all those who wish to leave Poston before the freezing
of all departures from here.

The Supervisor announced as follows by a request of the
Agriecultural Division:

Children between 8 to 15 years of age have been seen pillfering,
damaging, and destroying melons and watermelons being gwown

in the field in Section 34. Because of serious damages to

the erop, the Agricultural Division has placed guards at

the place. About two days ago five boys from Bloek 43 were
caught damaging melons with their knives. Their names were
taken and their parents were warned. The Divialon feels

that these offenders, if such practices continued, must be
prosecuted by law. The Pivision requested the E}nagers to
warn their residents about these mischievess J<7s5.

The Supervisor read the following letter to the lManagers:

June 23, 1944
To: The Bloek Manager's Supervisor

From: Dr. J» F. Wesat
Acting Philcipal Medieal Officer

Will you kindly convey this message of appreciation to
your Block Managers at your next meeting on June 27, 1944.

The Medical and Public Health Departments have appreclated
very much the cooperation of the varilous block managers during this
past year, in carrying on the health program for the residents
of Poston.

0.r records show that Block Managers have, as occasion required,
taken Bart in the following activities:

Reporting early signs of contagion.

Posting and releasing of quarantine.

Conveying of information on communicable diaeauogro families
affected.

Establishing of isolation tubs in laundries.

Distributing blanks for vaccinatlon.

Arnouncing dates for various health services in mess halls.
Making Bloeck Managers' offices avdllable for regular

block waighing of bables.

Taking an acitive part in railsing money for the infantlle
paralysds fund.
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Agssisting in improving sanitation of the block.

Reporting special needs of sick old or disabled persons.
Assisting ambulance drivers in conveying patients to hospital.
Surveying and recording names of children of varying ages

for the mild allottment.

Cooperating with teachers in carrying on sutdies of health
conditions in the blocks.

As gjresult of this cooperative effort the contagious disease
rate for the past year has been very low. No epidemic of communi-
cable disease has occurred, and no life has been lost because
of a "eatching” disease. Health conditions have improved and

hyndreds of corrective treatments have reached the people who
needed them.

We hope we may continue to have this fine assistance from the

men T{t'm are in such important and responsible positions in their
bloe B

Please be agsured of our hearty appreciation and accept
our thanks for thinrerioe.

Yours truly,

/8/ John F. West, M. D.
Acting Principal Wedisal Officer

The meeting was adjourned at 10 A. M.
didids e i g e

Yesterday Nagal has been in my office and orated on the
importance of eliminating the Local Coumeil entirely. He felt
that the Block Managers gould very well carry over the ddties
of the Loecal Council. He wanted to propose that nine members for
the Commujity Counceil should be elected at large from Tnit I.

Today Dr. Suzukl was in my office and expressed independently
his opinion that the Iocal Council was outdated. He believed
the Couneil was not doing any important works, which could not
be taken over by the Managers. He aruged that sinee the Managers
were elected by ;he bloek people, he could not see any réason
to have another group of elected peeaple in the Council.

These and other men have more frequently been expressing
gimilar point of view that Managers and Councilmen should be

combined .
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Suzukl informed me that the Community Council yesterday
approved the finanecial statement of the Hospital Trust Fund
Committee, which had been slightly revised by Kawasaki. (Cf:

June 25,#page 1) (This must be verified from other leaders.)

He wanted to know whether or not the Couneil and leaders of Unit I
would be willing to approve the statement. I informed him that
residents were getting the news rapldly now and were &lamoring
for a thorough ivertigation. There was an indication that the
community feeling might result in a mass meeting of these people,
I added. He was perturbed because, he saild, he was involved in-
direetly in the expenditures of the fund as a hespital represen-
tative. I assured him that he was not suspected of any mis-
appropriation, but Kawasaki was, The community wanted to get

rid of Kawasakl, and his close assoslatds Iif possible at the same
time.

Suzufki thought there was no likelihood of the statement being
npproved_by the Council in the near future, and reflected if it

wise 70
might beﬂtqble it for a while. At least, he said, he would not

do4ing anything about it as Viece Chairman until Olmmoto returned

to Poaton. He might suggest then to 6fganizo an investigation
committee of the expenditures composed jointly of the Councll and
the Managers. I quarreled that the Managers had nothing to do
with this matter and it was the responsibllity of the Couneil
to clear the suapicion.

Suzukl further reported that Kawasaki had just about given
up a hope of radsing & new hospital fund from general subseription
by the eommunity for a while.

RECHFRR A RF IR
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A large number of Issel have been jubilant for about a week
about alleged news from Radlo Tokyo. 1In the warly stage the rumors
were conservative. I heard the rumors which might be summarized
as follows in general substance:

"Ameriecan forces falled to penetrate on Saipan after they
had failed to land f£egece.”

"One battleship, 35,000 tons, and several other marships
were sunk off the varianas."

A hug;:g:ftlo is going on and Japan has an upper hand."”

Iately the rumors became more fantastie.

"A new Japanese forces landed behind the Ameriean forces
which had succeeded in landing at their third attempt. ow the
Ameriean forces are sandwiched between two Japanese forces and
are being annahilated.”

"'nelve battleshipj nineteen arieraft carriers, and forty-
three crulsers and destroyers were sunk by Japanese navy in the

water between the Marianas and the Philippines.”

These rumors have been spread with mueh individual colorings

f
of the "town gﬁora”. These people seemed to have taken a sudden

lease on life with these news of 'vietories”. Many of them
have been turning into afm chair strategilsts, discussing® these
battles with their own conception of how they would have been
fought. And these "experts’ are finding ready audiences at
various places in camp. (These news, reported by these Issei,
were verified by the articles printed in American newspapers as
those broadeast by Japan two or three days after they had been
circulated in camp.)

b drdidcdided i

The following aridcle should be noted in the Poston Chronicle
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of June 27;

?entimant Towards Japanese Better on Paciflc Coast Anea
page 1)

61 Scheduled for Induction (page 1)
e
David French was listening to a Nisel woman commenting on
the Nisei who refused to be sworn in for induection. She said in

part, "I donlt blame them for not going to war. Tho wants to get

killed%® French remarked immediately, 'That's funny. It must

be a sultural trait. These Japanese seem to think going to war
1s synongmous with getting ZZX¥ killed. ™e Amerieans go to war
thinking of coming back safely soon. Thls may be a fastor that
agcounts for so many Japanese refusing the service.”

French informed me that a source connected with the Friends
Service had told him that about 1000 Japanese would be sneaked
into California by the WRA with a ¢lear understanding of the
A¥my. After election, he added, the WRA would announce this
new poliey of lifting of the California respriction and Japanese

would be returned to California in great numbers.

BUBBGHEABHAGH
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ogiginally 61 boys were scheduled to leave early this morning
to Phoenix to be swhgrd into the enlisted reserve. But only
forty-four boys actually left for Phoenix this morning. One
was excused, because the Leave Officer could not locate his leave
permits The other £#xteen refused to report for induction --»
fourteen from Camp I, one from Camp II, and one From Camp III.

Besldes these boys to be industed, there were 118 boys who
left for Phoenix with them for their pre-induction physicals.
There was no violator among those called for physicals.

In the morning I received an urgent eall from Mill's sec-
retary to come into his office. When I arrived I found Burge
with Mills. Burge immediately informed me that sixteen boys
did not leave Poston this morning to Phoenix. (Of: June 26,
page 1) He wanted to lmow what we could do to prevent this
tendeney. I 8aid I was surprised so many of the boys actually
left Poston for induection. I expected several boys would refuse

to be sworn. Burge asked me how come. He sald, "Don't you

thinhhf}xtean ouf of sixty is pretty high? That's more than

twenty-five percent.” "ves, that's more than twenty-five per-
gent,” I said. "But did you stop to think that so many boys
who would have heen induected this time with these boys had
been on the outside long ago. If these boys had not relocated
anf remained here, they would have been inducted with the others.
If this happendd, the perceentage would have been much lower.
It 1s natural that we have quite many violators from among
those remaining in eamp.”

"It might be so, but still sixteen viclators at one time
are too many, " sald Burge.

"vou should listen to groups of boys talking on streets
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or at théir places of work. Nowadays they talked about the imi-
nent draft calls, and thay don't talk much about anything else.
To that degree they are concerned about what are going to happen
to them in the near future. To these young boys going to war
means getting killed. They don't see practieally any chance of
coming W This may be & cultural peculiarity. But we must
talke this as a faet with these Japanese. Thelr sonversations
oc\_hgtcr around advantages and disadvantages of going to jall at %~
hard labor for three years in term of going to way and getting
killed« The reactions to these two alternatives are naturally
different with differént personalities. Some regard going te
jaill better than going to war. Others woudd rather go to war
rather than go to jall for three years.”

"There were six boys from my block who were called to Phoenix
to day,” I continued. "I studled them wery carefully last night.
You should have seen them. They were sick thinking about the
prospect of going to war looming so large in the immediate future.
They said, "™we don't have a chance to come back. Only cne guy

out of ten will come basck. And maybe even this one guy might

not come bq/ae/at all, because we Japanese will be used as a

gpearhead anyways I don't lmow what we are going to fight for.
But I don't want to go to jall either. I guess we are taking an
easy way out.' That conviction was prevalent with the six boys.
They eouldn't eat their dinner. They said they didn't feel like
eating. After the dinner they were moping around in the block.
I eould see easlly enough that they were despondent. They
stayed up, without going to bed, until the time of departure at
3 AsMe this morning. Around midnight I met one of the boys in
the latrine. He said, " Gee, I hate to die yet.' So you see
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it'as a wonder that so many boys have been reporting to ealls.”

"Yes, but you must consider the sfigma attached to goling to
jail,” sald Mills.

"rhat is the trouble with all of us. You and I have eduscatione
al background and we are scphlsticated. We would worry about
the stigma. But we camnot analyze these boys in term of our own
convietions, experience, and reactions. lost of these Japansse
here are unsophistlicated. They can eonsider their astions only

in terms of rewards and punlshment in the ilmmediate future. I

+0 then
don't think you would succeed in oonveyingﬂthn slgnificance of

that stigma."

"Phen we should give much more credite to the boys who re-
port to the army ealls,” saild Mills.

"rhat's right. I admire thelr courage &nd conviction of
going into the Aimy after the bltter experlences they had pone
through."”

"Sti1ll we must do something about the sitvation,” Mills
and Burge jointly said. They explained that they decided to de-
¢clare a half-day holiday for the Fourth of July. A eelebration
is being planned. Its program willl be composed of baseball games,
movie show, etes It will be highlighted with the formal openning
of the USO quarters with some sort of recognition given to the
boys who had been inducted and awalting for active servioeﬁalla.
The Community Activities under supervisdon of Walter Balderston
is arranging the program with a full partieipation by the ap-
pointed personnel. Incidentdlly, it had not occurred to qAbthor
Mills nor Burge to have any celebration for Independence Day
until this morning. They conferred this morning and decided
hurriedly on this plan., When I inquired Mills on June 26 whether
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he would declare the day a holiday, he answered positively in
the negative.

"Up to this time I shied away from fokstering Americanism

here,"” said Mills. "I let the community take its own course on
this metter. I did so, becauvse I could not promlse anything to
them as to thelr future 1In this country. I cannot guarantée any-
thing to them. Their future 1s so undecided. But now I am cone-
vinced that the time has come to take some aetion to foster
Americanism. That 1s one reason we have planned this celebration.”

"I am not objecting to your plan., I think it 1s a good 1dea.
But the whole Americanization should be done in a subtle way.
Your motives should not been lkmown to them. These people are
most ly nalve, and they would not deteet your motives in your
subt le Americanizing propapanda., If you had obviously waved
tha Stars and Stripes in front of them, you are sure to fall in
your purpose. I am certain they would repel to an obvious pro-
paganda. That 1g, 1t 1s better not to irritase thelr sense of
gecurity. A good example is the relocation program. The best
thing the Poston adminiatratlo;::var done 18 ita polley of
fvou are not being shoved out. If you want to stay here, do 80,
We like to help only those who want to go on to the outside."
As the result of this poliey we are faced no;:ghoh acoe lerated
relocation progress. The population in Unit I during last week
decreased by 103 persons. We will see many, many persons go
out in the ensulng weeks. More people are talking about relocating
now. Americanization propaganda should be handled in sophisticated
style like this relocation poliey.”

Both Mills and Burge agreed to this idea of mine, but they

added, "This bothers us all the time. That is, we can't see
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why 80 many are relocating from Gila and why there are no vio-
lators of the selective service act there.”

"Ag to the progress of relocation at Gila, I can say one
thing off hend,” sald I. ™hat i1s, it 1s sueh an unpleasant
camp to live in that they don'tlliko toc remain there. Every per-

son who visited Gila from here comeqbaok with an impression,

#I wouldn't went to live there. It's s lousy eamp.® Do you

mow whet Elmer Yamemoto (the evacuee attorney here i:d;?ter vieiting
Gile? He said, 'It is a British ecolony in the Orient.' I don't
blame @lla people skipping out of the camp as fast as they can.

0f course, there are meny other reagons.”

"As to the suceess of the Nieei draft there, I suppose we
have to teke our hets off to Bennett end Terry in apitidgrr-all
the deregatory remarks we have been making about tham;d ‘s I
understand 1t, the people there are afraid of the Administration.
They are In a constant fear, so to speak, of punishments by the
Adminle tratlion. Bennett and Tepry took out some twenty-might
voea 1f Japanese out of the camp by the FBI one day in February,
1943, In a glingle sweep. I understand that terror reigned among
the residents, and they have not forgetten it yet.”

"A sort of blood purge, eh?"” interjected Mills.

""hat's right,” I continved. "You lmow yourself that we
could decrease the number of violators if the court imposed twenty
years' jail sentence to them instead of theee years.”

"This 1s 2 demogratic country and 1t should not happen
here,” Mills siad,

"There you are. That 1s the reasen I sey that we must bring
along the publie slowly to the end you seeks We should hope

for the best in the fubure., I am certain that the situvatlion
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will improve soon, for from now evacuees from the Los Angeles
city eree are toc be called in. I don't expeet mueh trouble with
these city people.”

"let's hope go," said Burge

1 peinted out that blocks have resumed the pre-evacuation
practice of Soko-lmi, & sené-off perty for soldlers leaving for
ective duty. I knew several blocks which gave parties to the
beys who left for Fort Douglas last week. I edvised Mélls and
Burge to encourage these events as much 28 possible. I explained
that this is one way to ralse the prestige of leaving for the
Army. They both agreed and promised that they weuld encourage
such a practice.

il drs ik
iast night I say some of the mothers of the six boys leaving

! A
for Phoenix im my bléck crylng, because their sons were to be

taken inte the Army. (The fact is that these boys were called
for pre-induction physicals.)
i i

An énforment reported that his friend in Bloek 44 had recelved
e letter from his son, who hed refused to be inducted and now
is serving a jail sentence in the Yuma penitentiery. The letter
eald, according to the Informant, that the boys Pegretted that
he hed come to the jall. He is breaking stones everyday and
does not like the hard labor, which he is not used to. He
further stated that he is being ostragized by other Caucasian
conviets, becuase they had found out that he had refvsed to joln
the Army.

Exattly contrary information was given by another informant.

She sald she knew a man in Bloek 42, the father of a boy also
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serving in the Yuma jall told her that the son wrote to him
and sald that the jail #as not so bad as he had anticipated.
He further stated to his father that other boys should not be
afrald to refuse induction, because three years in jail is better
thah going to war.

# IR RR AR

Chief Kariya of the Police Department notified Harper that
he was leaving Poston tomorrow, and informed him that Sam Aihara
had been selected to serve as his successor.

Harper, however, told him that he wanted to terminate all
the remaining policemen in the department at this time. (Cf;
June 20, page 3) He told Kariya &hat he wanted to form a new
podice force with an entirely new crew of Issei. The evacuee
chief pointed out that he could not tell the four boys left in
the station to resign, and asked Harper to go down to the station

and tell them personally.
e

The close friends of George Fujll are advising him to resign

from the Mortuary. They do not like to see Fujili associated with
Kawasaki, Okamoto, and Yahiro. They lmow that he 1s used as a
stooge by them in embé?asaing circumstances, and &re trying to
take him away from the unwholesome influence. His wife, too, is
afrgid that Fujil might again be invloved in some legal difficulty
if he had remained in the same clique.

It is understood that Fujll himself wishea to withdraw from
the group, but he thinks he is too deeply obligated to them in
the last seQ&}tion trial.
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PoutonAhuz become involved with the various escheat actions
of the Distriet Attorneys of the State of Galifornia. A resident
of Poston was named some weeks ago in an escheat action by the
Ditriet Attorney of the Los Angeles Countys (See the article in
the ILos Angeles Times, copied in the Journal, s bage )

It is known that similar legal actions have been dndertaken
in the San Quoquin County{ one oase), Sacramente County (presumably
three cases), and Fresano (two or three cases) in addition to this
Los Angeles case. A tendency is to get more of these escheat
actions into eourts. As the cases became known to the Japanese
and more cases are sure to be filed against many land-owning
Japanese, the Poston residents bscame worried. They do not lnow
where the whole situation will lead to. At the worst, they are
afrald, every land owning Japanese will be subjected to escheat
litigation by the State of California. There is no question that
de facto owners are uneasy, and at loss as to what they should
do. (Many of them are without cash, and the land they own cannot
be offered as segurity for loans.)

In this situation the following eireular arrived from the
OAQCL about a week ago. The Supervisor of Block Managers read it
to the Managers in the laat meeting.

JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE
NAT IONAL HEADQUARTERS
Salt ake Oity 1, wean

PRESS RELEASE
Immediate Re lease

WRA Asked to Advise Redidents
of Their ILegal Rights

National JACL headquarters wrote a letter to Director
of the War Relocation Authority, Dillen S, Myer, at Washington,

De Cv pertaining to the investigations being made by the State
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of California on allen land law violations. The letter called
the attention of Mr. Myer to the faect that the investigators were

interviewing center residents on the pretense of checking over

income tax returns and then prying into real estate dealings.

The JACL 1Btter stated 1n|p¢rt ag follows:

"In view of the eriminal elements involwed, we believe that
every residents who is to be interviewed should be informed that
he cannot be compelled to testify or submit to any questioning
by sueh investigators.

"Any violation of the alien land laws should be prosecuted.
On the other hand, we belleve that those who are prospective
defendants to escheat or criminal prodeedings should not be
compelled to testify and thereby furnish the evidence for their
prosecution under false pretenses on the part of the investigators
of the State of California.”

All persons who are being interviewed on suech matters should
consult the project attorneys or a private attorney if residing
in the "free zone”,

Subsequent to the arrival of this letter, it became lmown
to the evaucee leaders here, through the Legal Department, that
Vr. & Mrs. Ikeda of Bloeck 15 were sued by Distiiet Attorney
Antohny s Of $he Monterey county, to cause to escheat thelir
land. The following allegations were made in the petition filed
by the Distriet Attorney:

1l The land is about 73 acres in size. It was bought
from a Caucasian party by lr. & Mrs. Ikeda in 1928 in the name ﬂc
their infant daughter. (She is now about 21 years of age.)

This contract of sale was a method of cifeumventing the Alilen
Iand Aet of California.

2. Iater in 1939 the land was sold to one HanazZono, a citizen
of the United States. (She lives in Unilt II of Poston.)

3¢ All these years until the time of evacuvation the land
was used for agricultural purpose by the Ikedas. The State

contends that Ikedas are the real and true owners of the land
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‘in violation of the Alqyé Iand Aet. Threrefore, it ppays to the

court, the land should be caused to escheat to the State of
California.

According to Elmer Yamamoto, the evacuee attorney, who had
been consulted by the defendants of the ease, the 1andﬁs lovated
neay the Gity of Samhinas. Its valuation is somewhere around
$25,000 The defendants belleved that they have a good defense
and have a falr chance of winning. (The burden of proof of the
Allen Iand Act violation falls upon the State of California.)
But, they appealed, they did not have any cash to hire an at-
torney. Thelr money had been tied up in the land end in farm
equipment, they said. Yamamoto was worried, beo&ﬁna this case
if lost might set a precedent disadvantageous to other Japare me
land owners in later cases. The evacuee attorney appealed to
the leaders to do something to aid the Ikedas in their predicament.
Yamamoto expressed the following opinion:

The Wmaguchl case is all right. The party has money and
hired Marion Wright (a first rete attorney in Los Angeles) to
defend the case. But thls Tkeda case needs our attention. They
don't have enough money to defend the case. I am sure an attore
ney wlll charge at least $1000. We hawe to have a good attorney
for this case, because this is a political case after all. The
Distriet Attorney realizes it ls very difficult to prove all his
allegations he gset forth in the petition. First of all he must
prové thnffng;a an alien who is not eligible for e¢itizenship.
This 1is very diffieult to do, because it cannot be gotten out of
the defendants themselvs. What the Diestrict Attorney probably
anticipate 1s that the defendants might default the case. He
might be figureing that the Japs could not ecome back to California
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]
or that the Japs wonnt have money to defend the cases. In an-

other way it appears this way --- that 1s, the Distriet Attorney
might be only interested in filing this sort of case to pring
a political prestige upon himself, and might be afraid of losing
the case 1f defended. Anyway, 1f the case were not defended and
defaulted, similar cases will come up one after another. In or-
der to protect the Japanese land owners, these early cases should
be alded by others and defeated: They should get together and
form some kind of a protective associstion to protect each other.
This Ikeda case must be taken care of immediately, because the
hearing is set for August 15th. I know the WRA is supposed to
portect the property of evaguees. But you lmow 28 well as I know
that the WRA will not do anything for you. All it probably will
do is to recommend an attorney for yon. (At this point I suggested
to talk to the Project Director anyway. The owners when assembled
in a meeting will amk what the WRA will do to ald them.) There
is no harm In asking Duncan Mills about 1t. But you saw _Lﬁminiu-
trative Instruetion 100. It is not saying anything. Itfmeroly-
stating that the Project Attorneys will give advices on questions
pertaining to Allen Iand Act litigationa. You should get hold of
the land owners together to work out some aild for thils party.
Immediately after the conference with Yamamoto (June 28)
Nagai, Dr., Suzuki, Nishimoto, and Sumida worked out a plan to
eall the land owners sescretly (They cannot reveal that they are
the real owners of land in California.) the first part of next
week. Meanwhile Suzukl arranged a meeting with Dunean Mills
to determine what the WRA will do for the litigants. This meeting
wags set for this afternoon, and Unit Administrators, the Chalrmen

of the Counells, and some members of the Community Youneil were




JUNE 28 -~ (5)
asked to attend.

This afternoon the meeting of the leaders wag called in
the Mills' office. Those attending the meeting were Suzuki,
Kawasaki, Yahiro, T. Matsumoto, Nagal, Nishimoto, Vamamoto from
Unit I; Sakamoteo, and Uyend from Camp II; Wumino, Nemiki, and
Kubota from Camp GAG. The early discussion revolved around the
guestion whether the WRA would give monetary aid to these Japanese
defendants. It was definitely expressed by Duncan Mills and
Seott Rowley that the WRA would not aid them in dofenne:fb/thelo
cases. After a subsequent lengthy discussion the following

agreements were reached:

A
1l It is essential to warn the residents here. They 3Pu1d

immediate ly contant the Project Attorney when they were served
with eourt papers. They should not make any voluntary stntementsl
nor should they sign any paper without consulting the Attorney.

2+ Every efforth should be made to postpone the trial dates
of these cases untlil after the war. Mills agreed to write in-
formally to Myer if 1t would be possible to have Ickes influence
the Attorney General of California so that these cases might
be postponed ujtil after the war.

3. Rowley would write to Cozzens and Bernhart (?) to
induce the Attorney General of Califonia to postpone the cases.

§. The leaders should assemble the land owners to raise
mqqgf to defend the Ikeda case, for their turns would soon be
coming if it were defeated.

FHRBHE AR

A resident of Bloek 13 informed me eas followa:

Soon after the boys refused to roﬁort to the pre-induection
physicals on Mareh 19 (Cf: Mareh 20, page 1) Okamoto contacted
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one of them residing in Block 13 (Kawsaki's bloek). Okamoto

gald to the boys lecthing like as follows:

I don't blame you for refusing to report to the physical.
You heve been kicked around by this sountry long enoughe. They
can't draft you without returning you your wivil rights. If
you are willing to fight the ease in court on the ground that
those Iin the relocation centers should not be drafted without
returnigg the eivil rights to them, I e¢an promise you the full
support of the Community Council. Ve are willing to finance
your fight."

To this the boyd and his parents sald that they did not
want to bother other Japanese. It might bring a bad reputation
upon them, they sald. The boy contended that he was doing it
from his own personal conviction, becauee he belleved he was doing
a right thing by refusing to serve in the A.my. He refused any
ald from the Community Counesll.

BAREIRL AR

The following articles should be noted in the Poston Chro-
niele of June 293

WRA to Care for Ttallan Refugees at Fort Ontario (page 1)

Seeond Group of Inductees at Shelby (pege 1)

Sanger Killing Only Rumor (page 1)
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It is reported that five more boys refused to be sworn into
the Army at Phoenix on June 28.

U i gk

The theft of cooler from the Carpenter Shop hag been inves-
tigated and iz heving a repercussion all over the camp right now.
The case developed n the following way.

The sooler installed st the Carpenter Shop in thewkrehouse
area wag stolen during the night of June 27. It was not reported
to the Administration until late June 28. I was called In by
Burge in the morning of June 29. Burge told me that the cooler
weg missing and the Qarpenter Shop erew made & reéeport to the In-
ternal Security office. He seald he knew where the cooler be
found. I aaked him where. He sald 1t would be found in the
Fire Station. I sald, "hy don't you send Harper over to the

Statlion to £ind out whether the cooler 1s tWa or not, FHe sajld

he would.,

About the same time an investigator (evacuee) of the Internal
Security offlece waa alrsady on its trail., The Investigator, H,
interviewed Yamashita, the foreman of the Carpenter Shop, and
found out that the cooler was taken to the Fire Statlion during
the night without his )mowledges Yemaghita teld H that two of
the Fire Station hoys had confessed tc him the day before that
the coolei- hed been taken away by some of thelr colleagues. They
refused to reveal their identy, but they added, "Kawasakl (the
same Kawasaki of the Commufjity Council and the Hospital Committee)
told the boys that he would take care ¢f the consequence and told
them they had nothing to be afraid of when the Community Couneil
was behind them." Yamashita sald he was embarrsssed, too, be-
cause he must agcount for the theft from the Shop which he had
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charge of.

He and Gorman, the Internal Seeurliy offiser in charge of
Unit I, together with Yamaghlita went to interview one of the
two boya who had eonfessed. This fireman, Uyeno, said that the
cooler was being installed in the Five Stat’on. He said that
Ghief Flen had beon agked by the ‘bbya for a cooler since April
but he had heen malking empty promises and no result was 'o‘ntainod.
The boys, he sald, could not stand the heat any longer and brought
the coolar over from the Cerpenter Shop. He knew thet the Shop
wag to be elosed soon and did not need it in a short while. This
wag a trangfer of government property from one divieion to mnother.
If any one #as to be punlshed, the boys at the Statlon had agreed
to go to jall altogether.

H then went to see Vlyake of Block 15, whom he knew for a
long time. Miyaks gave a similar story. He hdded thet the Fiye
Department had belleved it had an dnderstanding with the Garpenter
ghops One of the Fire Inspectors had gone to the Shop, he reported,
and aglked if the workers objecte® should the cooler be taken
away. The foreman of the Shop dld not glve an answer in any

definite way, but the Tnapesotor thought 1t was all right to

tah;iway anyway. H arguad thet the Foreman would not have re-

ported the theft 1f he had agreed to glve it to the Pire Depart-
ment« Besldes, he retorted, the Firemen would not go out there
to bring the ecoocler in the evening if the agreement had been

reaghed between them. H warned him about the grave condequence
of stealing a government property. Miyake sald he kmew about

it+ He added he was willing to return the cooler if another one
wae glven by the Administratlion. The boys had agreed thet they

would not return it unlese a eooler in plsce of it was given.
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If the sooler was taken away, he reported, the boys would quit
the Station., That was what they had pledged among themselves.
In cage any of them must go to jail, they all go to jail, they
pledged. H's advises and warnings as to the sarilouaness of what
the boys were doing fell on deaf aara.

Becausa of the serlous nature of the matter, I cams over
to Niahimoto asking for hia advice. 1lahimoto sald ha asould not
do anything abont the matter. A orime had heen sommitted by the
Firemen, and there was nothing %o undows the orime. I° the boys
wére willing to return the coolsr and asking for lenlency, it
might be 2 different story, he sald. This was a simple contro-
veray between the Internal Seaurily and the Pire Station. I
should report what he had investigated and should leave the rest
to the Internal Seeulryt officera, he said. H, however, sald
that thia might become a hig troudle and wanted to avold it if
pnasible. He wanted to find ont the opiniona of the Police Gom-
mission and of the CGounecil. Nighimoto advised H to sse Suguki,
the agting Chatrman of the Council, and Pumida, the Executive
Sesretary of the Pollce “omnlssion,

When Sumida and Svzill were appealed to by #H, they agreed
to eome to H's home in the wvening to meetd representatives from
the Fire Department. They wanted to takk to the Fi emen once
more before the came was turned over tec the Internsl Security.

H during the afternoon contacted the leaders of the Fire Department

and received thelr consent that they would send representatives

of the flre Department in the evening.

At the seheduled time of € P.M. Kawsakl sppearedat Hls
apartment. Then Sumida came over., H asked Kawasakl what business
he hed. Khé?aki gald he was asked by the Fire Qhlef aend Fire
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Captains to represent them,because they eould not get away from
the Station, for they must be prepared for emergency all the time.
H said that there was no reason that the Fire Chief and at least
two Captains sould not get away from the Station. As H understood,
the Station was run with three squads and two of the squads were
not on duty. <f the %hief and the Captdins had any intention of
talking this thing over, they would be willing to come over.

This was a clear indication, H said, that the Fire Department was
not interested whether they be prosecuted under law. H told
Kawasaki he had no interest to talk the thing with him. He re-
minded Kawasaki that his investigation revealed that he was the
one who had instigated the theft. He boasted to the boys that

he with the Community Couneil eould fix the thing up, H reminded

him. "Becasue I have known you fpom the Los Angeles daya, I am

going to warm you as a friend. You havel very bad reputation with

the Internal Security office. They know that you were behind
the various past cases. They know you are pulling the wire be-
hind the scene. I am not going to telerate the Fire station boys
any more. I have been do ing this, because I did not want to
gee them prosecuted. I thought I could settle this matter amiecably.
Tt's & shame for the Japanese. Now that they are not interested
is quite apparent. I will report to the office tomorrow morning.
One thing I will tell you now. It is certain that you will be
salled inte the office to aseount for what you had told to the
poys.” The meeting ended up abruptly, as H stood up and bid
him good-bye by saying,"There is nothing mare to disevwss with
youn "

This morning H still had some hope of settling the matter
without prosecuting the boys. He knew that this would become &
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camp-wide idsue if the boys resigned. He saw the squad of Fire-
men practicing this morning near Block 36. He sought out the
Fire Captain there and agdink told him that it would be wiser
to return the cooler to the ppiginal place. The Captain said,

"If we are forced to return the cooler, we are going to quit

the Station algogether. Don't you thing it would be a grave
problem for the camp if we quit?”

"That is the bhason that I have tried so hard since yester-
day to reason you out. I am afrald you people would be arrested
if I reported my investigation to the Internal Security.”

"What is the Couneil do ing anymay in this whole thing? Isn't
if the job for the Couneil to mediate & thing of this sort?” the
Gi;.pthn said.

H belleved it was useless to argue with him further, and
went over to the Internal Security office to report his findings.

Nishimoto was called in to interpret the verbal report of
H to Harper and his subordinates.

The findinges by & was in turn reported by Harper to Mills
and Burge. Mills and Burge immedlately called Fire Chief Fien
and Popkin, the chief of Operations. Between them the following
alternatives were agreed:

l¢ Fien and his Caucasian aggistant should try to induce
the boys in the Fire Station to return the eooler.

2, Popkin to ask the evacuees in his division to take off
the eooler from the Fire Station.

3+ Falling with the first two methods, Popkin should send
Caucasian workers to the Station to take off the ecooler.

Burge called me in his office in the afternoon. He told
me about the three alternatives. As I was telling /4f him that
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the first two of the three would not work, the telephone on
Burge's desk rang. Aftgr the conversation miti¥ over the telephone
cone luded , Burge said, "That was Mr. Mills. He sald Flen called
up and said, '"The Boys in the Station say that they will quit.’
So Mr. Mills tol® Fien, 'That's fine. ILet them quit.' That's
where we stand now’

I contunued to comment on the proposals of the Administration.

"If you take the third plan and send out appointed personnel to

dismantle the cooler, it would be regarded by the evacuees as a
vietory for the Fire Station. Don't t)q}‘o me if they stabted to

laugh at the appointed personnel.”

At the time Harper came into the office. He reported that
"Billy Goat"” (Kawasakl) was the instigator. He sald that he would
call the Fire @hief (evacuee) and Kawsakl into his office and
would begin his investigation immediately. Burge warned Elrpﬁ‘
then, "Don't e¢all James Yahiro. Be sure to wse some other inter-
preter,”

BAL LI A




