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. et CONFIQTIAL

ARMY AND LEAVE CLEARANCE REGISTRATION
AT WAR RELOCATION CENTERS

I. FLANNING IN WASHINGTON

A, Begistrﬂtion and WRA Policy

1. The Combat Team

On January 28, 1943, Secretary of War Stimson announced that the
War Department would soon create an All-Nisei Combat teanm to be composed of
volunteer Japanese-Americans including many from relocation centers. This
decision to induct Wisei into the army came as the result of much discussion
and planning on the part both of WRA and of the War Department.

In connection with the call for volunteers, it was decided %o conduct
a special registration of male MNisei, 17 years of age and over, at all relo-
cation centers, and to use the forms obtained as a basis for determining
eligibility of volunteers for service in the combat team, for certifying
individuals as eligible for work in defense industries, to facilitate WRA
leave clearance and to facilitate the nossible future drafting of Tised,
For this purpose, the War Department, in cooperation with WRA, devised a
special four-page questionnaire, Statement of United States Citizen of Japa-
nese Ancestry (DSS Form 3044).

N

2. lLeave (Clearance Rezistration

The basic policy of WRA, resettlement outside relocation centers, al-
though implemented in October, 1942, had been moving slowly because of various
bottlenecks which had developed in the processing of leave clearance aprplica~
tions. Individuals who had succeeded in locating jobs were unable to take
them because they had not been cleared for leave —- though in some cases
they had made application weeks or even months before. Others, who had at
first felt no desire to leave the centers were losing jobs because their
tardy leave clearance applications could not be nrocessed in time. In this
situation, many evacuees who had planned to leave the centers were becoming
discouraged, and others were coming to feel that the leave program held little
hope for them. In fact, many evacuees doubted the sincerity of the whole re-
settlement program. In the meantime some of the pro-Japanese made use of this
condition to try to undermine the faith of these ¥isei in America.

One advantage of the army registration was that it provided an oppor—
tunity for a wholesale job of leave clearance for a large segment of the
centers' population; and although the procaessing task was enormous, it
promised to provide a large pool of Japaneso-Americans who were eligible for
immediste leave. In terms of the leave program, however, there was no ra-
tional basis for confining the wholesale clearance effort to the male citi-
zens, so it was decided in WRA to conduct a registration of all pnersons 17
vears old and older in the ten centers. A revision of the Application for
Leave Clearance (WRA 126, REV.) was worked out for use in the registration
of the other population groups in the centers,ie., Yisei females 17 and over

C-0281-P1 of1h1«NOBU-COS-PUI=WP




. -~ 2= .TIDEMIAL

and Issei males and females 17 and over. In this way it was hoped to break
the clearance bottleneck and prepare the way for a really large-scale
vrogram of outside resettlement.

B. General Qrganization of Registration

To conduct the army registration and accept volunteers, the War De-
partment organized ten teams consisting of a commissioned officer, two
sergeants, and one Nisei technician or sergeant. The personnel of these
teams was assembled in Washington and put through a short training course
before proceeding to the centers., Simultaneously, a call was sent to the
vrojects for a staff representative to come to Washington for a series of
conferences on registration, while some other project officials, including
project directors, were apprised of the nrogram at regional meetings attended
by the national director.

The project representatives sent to Washington discussed various
possible plans for carrying out the registration nrogram. Because of the
wide differences between projects arnd project staff know-
ledge of local conditions, the detailed nlanning of the registration proce-
dure at each center was made a joint resnonsibility of the Army Team
Captain and the Project Director, who could utilize the advice of such
staff members as he chose, including that of the man from his nroject who
had been at the Washington meetings. General guidance was nrovided in a
letter from the Acting Director of WA in Washington ordering the registra-
tion, a WRA Administrative Instruction (¥o. 22 Rev., Sumpl. 3), and in a
set of General Instructions issued to the Army Team Cantain. (See App. a).
These documents were issued on February 1, four days after the Stimson
announcement.

It was planned that the Army Teams should arrive at the projects on
or shortly after February 6, and that the registration should begin on
February 10 or a minimum of two days after the arrival of the Army Team.

The letter ordering the registration also stressed its great immortance

and assigned it first priority at the project, authorizing the closing of
the schools and such other departures from normal routine as might be deemed
Nnecessary.

C. ZExpected Qutcome of Registration

WRA and War Denartment officials in Washington and the »nroject repre-
sentatives anticipated that registration would »roceed with relatively
little trouble and would easily nroduce the desired results. In having
reopened the Army to Jaranese Americans, they felt that a long step had
been taken toward restoring full citizenship rights to the Nisei, and they
anticipated that the announcement of the Nisei Combat Team would be welcome
news to center residents. They recognized that the registration was going
to be a tremendous task, demanding much of the energy of the project staffs,
and in the orders issued to project directors, they made what seemed like
adequate provisions for getting the work done.

That the registration did not receive as welcome a reception as ex-
pected at many centers was due primarily to three crucial weaknesses in the
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planning done at Washington, which hindsight readily discovers:

1. The nlanning was not predicated on full understanding
of the nrevailing attitudes of the center residents.
Since there was very little expectation of resistance
to registration, no adequate vprovisions were made to
meet it.

The plan gave too much responsibility and authority to
project officials and Army Team members without sufficient
directive definition of the limits within which the author-
ity was to be exercised. Thus contradictory internretations,
and sometimes direct violabtions of instructions occurred, at
several centers.

The plan, which was one of the most significant steps in
WRA history, was not fully understood by many WRA employees
both in Washington and at the centers., This was due in
part to the secrecy which surrounded negotiations with the
War Department, precluding advance preparation of the WRA
staff, and in part to'the fact that clearing leaves was a
function of the employment division only; but princivally
it was due to the rapidity with which the program was put
into operation following the Stimson announcement. Mo

time was taken to prepare an effective educational campaign
aimed at all WRA employees, many of whom never fully under-
stood the significance of registration, especially the
general leave clearance registration.
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I1I. EVACUEE ATTITUDES, JANUARY 1943

A. TResentments Arising Out of Evacuation Experiences

In January 1943, the residents of relocation centers had been living
away from théir homes for nesrly ten months. Urged to show patriotism and
loyalty to the United States by evacuating the West Coast, Japanese Americans
had cooperated fully with the authorities. They had had to move out hastily,
to liquidate their properties and business, to store their household goods,
to live under trying conditions, to move once, twice or riore times.

Since evacuation, however, more and more of the ¥isei had bhegun to
think they had erred in submitting to the evacuation orders without protest
and thus surrendering many of their rights as citizens. 3y January, general
resentment of the loss of citizenshivp rights was present in the centers,
.finding expression in minor acts of violence against JACL leaders (who had
strongly urged cooperation in evacuating) and in an extreme sensitivity about
anything that seemed to threaten further or prolonged infringement of citizen-
ship ri ghts.

FEvacuation experiences were often unpleasant and many individvals and
groups nursed special - and understandable — grievances because of them. ZFor
example, former residents of Terminal Island, and other areas had seen rela-
tives rushed off into interpment shortly after Pearl Harbor without - a8
they saw it - any real justification. Others had seen their prosperous retall
businesses virtually wiped out, or the fruits of vears of agricultural vork
lost.

The assembly centers were the scenes of many unpleasant experiences:
at some, families were housed in stables sald still to contaln ovidences of
their former use: hasty eating in crowded mess halls was esnecially hard on
family groups; at some centers, arrangements made for the vigits of friends
wers similar to those made for criminals in penal institutions. The early
experiences in relocation centers were not much better. In the months since
arrival at relocation centers, there had been ample time for reflection and
for the comparison of experlences among the evacuees, and by January 1943
the mopulation had had ten months in which to brood over them. It is notable
that mt Poston and Tule, where half the inhabitants had never been in an
assembly center, their attitudes were much the same as in the other relocation
centers,

B, Lack of Confidenceiin WRA arnd ithe Governmont CGenerally

Tvacuation experiences not only cshook the faith of many evacuees in
the good intentions of the covernment, but also created widespread skepti-
cism of official pronouncements.

At the time of evacuation many irresponsible and unauthorized state-
mgnts had been made to Japanese Americans concerning the conditions they
could expeet to find both in assembly centers and in relocation centers.
These statements created expectiations which were not met, and the fallure
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of the government to fulfill these ill-founded expectations left many
evacuees in an openly suspicious frame of mind and ready to look ‘for a joker
in any new policy statements. Because the War Relocation Authority was
often not distinguished from other government agencies in evacuee thinking
it was blamed by many Tor the actions of other government agencies in con-
nection with evacuation. '

This confusion of WRA snd other Federal agencies is not the sole
reason for the lack of evacuee confidence in WRA. Prior to movement out %o
relocation centers, a leaflet was distridbuted by WRA which contained certain
questions and answers about relocation centers. The answers given were in-
terpreted as promises by evacuees who later discovered that conditions were
not as they had been victured.* Various other misunderstandings had occurred
in connection with WRA administration in relocation centers. For example,
the leave program announced in October »an into many adninistrative diffi~
culties and by January many evacuees believed the government did not really
intend to carry out n large-scale resettlement vrogram,

By and large, the attitudes of evacuees toward the WRA have been
conditioned by their experiences with local relocation center administrations.
At some projects the administration succeeded in winning the confidence of
the evacuees and was felt by the majority of the residents o be fair-minded
in performing its functions. At other centers the picture was different,
specific conflicts having develoned - in one project leading to fatal
results - between residents and administration which had produced a further
disillusionment of the wveople.

The Javanese Americans at many projects had arrived a’ tenters
which were not yet ready to receive them - lacking proper sewage disposal,
hospital facilities, etc. At one center, the rasidents had seen the de-
parture of one nroject director who had made it a voint to keep in touch
with them and the arrival of another who had in various ways shut himself
off from contacts with evacuees, his behavior in contract to that of his
predecessor creating distrust and ill will.

For example, in answer to cuestion 2, "Should I sell or store my house-
hold goodst", evacuees were told to Ykeep in mind that you will be going
to a war-duration relocation center® and that fas soon as you move to your
war-duration home...the War Relocation Authority will have (certain house-
hold)zoods brought to you." Relocation centers have turned out not to be
"war-duration homes", and delivery of household goods was still awaited
Tive months after the last West Coast evacuee arrived at his relocation
center,

In answer to question 13, on education facilities, it was stated that one
of the first jobs of the War Relocation Work Corps will be to build schools
and school equipment, whereas actually in most centers special ampartments
for appointed persomnel are being built before new school buildings.
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C. Special Distrust of the Army

Of all government agencies, the Army was most thoroughly disliked and
distrusted. Important among the reasons for this were the following:

1. Although evacuation was authorized in general terms by an execu-
tive order of the President, specific evacuation orders came from
the headquarters of the Western Defense Command.

2. The evacuation was managed by an agency of the Western Defense
Command ~ The Wartime Civil Control Administration - and the most
unpleasant aspects of the relocation had been, therefore carried
out by the Army.

3. The assembly centers were under close Army guard. Often
searchings for contraband and use of searchlights at night were
especially resented.

4. Some Japanese-Americans were released from service in the Army
immediately following Pearl Harbor and the induction of all others
wag . suspended. Nisel who remained in the Army were re-assigned to
units in’ the Middle West. :

5. The relocation centers were vrovided with a military nolice
guard which patrolled the boundaries and controlled ingress and
egress, Thils control was especislly tizht in the four centers
located within the restricted area in California and Arigona, where
any Japanese American leaving the center was required to secure a
military pass and to be accompanied by a non-Japanese escort,

8., The Selective -Service System had reclassified Japanese Anmerican:
registrants in 4C - the deferred category for aliens - and at the
end of January formal notices of this classification were being
received by some of the evacuees.

D. Insecurity and Apprehension Regarding Future Status in the United
States.

The frequent moves and upsets in personal 1life and social groups inci-
dent to evacuation created in many a strong sense of insecurity. Most of the
residents were deeply worried about their future status in the United States.
This was particularly true of the Nisei, but it was true also of the Issei,
who, because of their age, could not anticlpate a successful rebuildings of
the lives vhose security had been destroyed by evacuation. The Issei were
also worried on behalf of their children, and wanted nothing better than to
be let alone at this npoint,

This apnrehension over future status was constantly being renewed by
adverse publicity in metropolitan newspapers circulating in the relocation
centers. Although some favorable publicity also appeared, more proninent were
such items as discussion of diseriminatory land laws; demands that no Japa~
nese be allowed in remain the the state following the war; efforts on the
part of certain West Coast groups to disfranchise the Japanese or to prevent
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their future return to California. (The most widely read papers in the centers
are those from California.)

. Moreover, these discriminatory efforts were not limited to discussion.
The State of Arkansas passed a law forbidding the purchases or ownership
of land by versons of Japanese ancestry; public pressures caused the WRA

to discontinue the construction of elementary ‘schools being constructed under
contract at two centers.

E. Sumnary

In January, 1943, the residents of relocetion centers felt that they
had been discriminated against in the evacuation, that they had blundered
in failing to protest it, that their future in the United States was being
threatened from many quarters, that WRA and the government generally could

not be trusted, and that the Army, in particular, was responsible for their
present situation.

It was thus in an atmosphere of insecurity and suspicion that the
Army and leave clearance registrazftions were conducted - 2 foct not adequately
recognized until the registration was already in progress.
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III. ORGANIZATION OF REGISTRATION PROGRAM AT RELOCATION CENTERS

A. Presentation to Evacuees

The means chosen to explain the registration programs to the residents
of relocation centers varied widely. At a2ll projects, the local newspaper
was used and everywhere the text of the War Department nmessage*was reprinted
in full, but beyond this,treatment in the project papers was quite uneven.

The kinds of meetings arranged for the elucidation of the program also
differed. At one project immediately following the Secretary of Warls
announcement, the project director consnlted evacuee leaders on the best
means of presenting the plans to the residents. On their suggestion, ftrial
balloon" meetingzs were held »rinr to the arrival of the Army Team, which
served to make the administraticn aware in advance of reactions to registra-
tion and so to recognize the necessity for full explanation of the plan.

In contrast to this, the procedurc at another oroject was for each
Army Team member to visit one to three ward meetings on the evening of
February 9, prior to the beginning of rogistration. After the War Department
message had been read, audiences were informed that gquestions would be an—
swered by the registrars who would be oven for business the following day.
This was the extent — aside from statements in the project raper - of orga-
nized preliminary explanation of the registration program to the residents
of the center.

B. Mechanics of Registration

Projects varied in the mechanical provisions made for conducting the
registration. In general, two patterns prevalled, the registration being
carried on in-each block separately or being organized in some central place,
usually the school blocks. Arrangements varied as to timing also. At some
projects the original plan called for simultaneous registration in all
blocks, while in others registration was to be done by blocks over a period
of several weeks.

Correlation of the Army and leave clearance registrations was dif-
ferently arranged at different projects. At Granada the Army registration
was carried on in the schools and was comnleted by February 13 before the
leave clearance registration was begun; then the leave clearance registra-
tion was carried on later by a crew of registrars who moved from block to
block. At Manzanar the Army and leave clearance registrations were conducted
simultaneously in individual blocks, the leave clearance registration being
completed by February 16, although the Army registration — since the Army
Team had bheen established in a central wmlace to accept answers to guestions
27 and 28 (See Apnendix A for the various forms of these questions) - continued
for some time longer (until February 26). At Tule Lake the plan was to con-
duct both registrations simultaneously in individual blocks, but when this,
broke down because of the failure of the residents to register, the plan
was changed and the registrars were established in the administrative area,
At Rohwer, both registrations were conducted simultaneously by mobile teams
moving from block to block for a period of three weeks. However, because

AL
"

This official explanation of the Combat Team is reprcduced in Appendix A.
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the program had been announced as voluntary, many did not register, and for
the fourth weel the registrars were established at a central location for a
compulsory sign-up of those who had not yet registered.

C. Significance of Organizational Variation

The methods of presentation and of carrying out the two registrations
were extremely diverse. This was a natural result of the failure to set
minimum or uniform standards for registration procedures,

The wide diversity had some interesting results, TFor example, projects
which rushed through their registrations and finished them up guickly were at
something of a disadvantage because of the delayed reconstruction of question
28 for aliens. Combining the two registrations worked out well at some cen-
ters and badly at others, but undoubtedly it had the effect of complicating
the issues raised by registration in the minds of evacuees.

At centers where registration was conducted block by block in a pro-
gressive sequence, blocks in which there was considerable resistance to
registration were able to exert strong sccial pressure on residents who ac-
tually desired to sign up but were not prepared to face the strong disapproval
of their neighbors. At several centers, opposition to registration developed,
partly as a result of the social attitudes described above and partly perhaps
because active pro-Japanese saw in the situation a good chance to get a
hearing for some of their anti-American views.,
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IV. GENERAL EVACUEE REACTIONS

A. TInitial Surprise and Crucisl Issues

The first announcement of January 28 that the Army would form a Nisel
Combat Team came as a decided surprise to many residents of relocation
centers. First reactions were appvarently not pronounced, but as time passed
and as more and more residents became conscious of the - to them — about-face
in Army policy indicated by this announcement, more and more questioning
about its significance bhecame evident.. From what has been said in a preceding
section (II) about evacuee attitudes toward the Army it can be appreciated
that from the evacuee viewpoint the Combat Team represented a decided depar-
ture from vast policy. The fact that previous Army policies had been
strongly resented also helped produce scme adverse reactions.

On Februsry 4, a teletype inguiry regarding initial evacuee reactions
was sent to all projects firom WRA national headquorters. Almost without ex
cention the responses to this telegram indicated that the segregated nature
of the Combat Team was particularly resented. It was interpreted as a further
instance of discrimination agsirst Japanese-American citizens, and on some
projects references to "Jim Crow" policies were made. (See Avmendix B.)

As time passed and the Army Teams arrived and delivered the War Depart-
ment's message at the various vrojects, the emotional tension over the dis-
crimination issue and others raised by registration detalls increased at all
projects. This was true of the centers in which the presentation of the
registration plan was most clearly understood as well as of those in which
the official presentation left doubt and misunderstanding in evacuees'! minds.
Probably the best general interpretation of this rising tide of emotional
crisis is that the registration had nrecipitated all the suppressed resent-
ments growing out of evacuation and relocation center experiences. Several
jesues of crucial importance to the lives of evacuees Were raised by the
registration in such a way that they could not Dbe avoided, but on the contrary
must he faced and resolved by every individual registrant.

These issues were four in number: (1) equal citizenship, (2) imilitary
service, (3) Issei status, and (4) loyalty.

1. Bgual Citizenship

Equal Nisei citizenship was a matter of considerabdle disagreement
among evacuees. There were some who argued that evacuation involved no ir-
retrievable loss of citizenship rights and that therefore it was the Wisei's
obligzation to cooperate with the government in every way nossible, Others
felt, on the contrary, that evacuation was so serious a curtailment of their
citizenshin that it was hopeless for them to expect any satisfactory future
in this country. The separate All-Visei Combat Team became the symbol of
further discrimination in the eyes of many who asked Mhy, if we are to serve
in the Army, can we not be inducted accordinz to the same procedures as apply
to all other citizens?® The draft classification of NMisei Selective Service
registrants as 4C (the classification for aliens) seemed an indefensible
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discrimination against them since no other American citizens, even those of
German or Italian extraction, were thus classified. The form used in the
Army registration, (DSS Form 304A) "Statement of United States Citizens of
Japancse Ancestry", was unlike any Selective Service form presented to

other groups of citizens. Moreover, many male Misei argued that they had
already registered for Selective Service and saw in the special registration
for Japanese American citizens a further special discrimination.

In decisions reached by individuals and groups, therefore, the question
as to whether discrimination against persons of Japanese ancestry in the

United States was too great ever to be overcome was of primary importance.

5, Military Service

Since the Army registration involved a call for volunteers, all the
many questionings which occur in any normal American community with a similar
call for volunteers ceme up. But in addition, young men who for ten months
had been barred from military service, and who had been confined behind
barbed wire, were suddenly required to decide whether on their own volition
they would enter the Army. They not only had not exnected any such oppor tu-
nity to occur, but found themselves totally unprepared to make & rational
decision on the matter. .Other special problems were involved in deciding
whether to volunteer. Many Nisel felt great concern over the possible fate
of their families and raised questions with the administration about what
could be expected in the way of provision for them. Some Nisel became con-
vinced by the simultaneous leave clearance registration that it was the in-
tention of WRA to move their parents out of the centers as quickly as nossible
and they felt great concern over the readjustment difficulties they kmew
their parents would face in strange comrunities. Others wondered what would
hannen to family properties in West Coast states which had alien land laws
if they themselves shovld volunteer and be killed in asction. Since property
was frequently held in their name and since aliens could not own land, they
feared that their parents would stznd to lose their West Coast real estate.

%. Tsseli Status

The alien group, in addition to its concern over Army registration
for its sons, was forced by the general leeve clearance registration to raise
nany questions about its own status in this country. The interpretation was
nade that a compulsory registration of aliens in relocation centers on forms
headed "Application for Leave Clearance meant ultinmate removal from relo-
cation centers. Most Issei had no intention of resettling outside the
centers and indeed had not even seriously contemplated the possibility; now
this possibility was forced upon them by registraticn.

The form of question 28 (See Appendix A) as originally presented -to
the Issei at most centers was one which they found virtually impossible to
answer in the affirmstive since it was one which compelled them to renounce
allegiance to Japan and swear allegiance to the United States — a country in
which they had been denied citizenship. While it is true that the revision
of question 28 on the leave clearance form used by aliens clarified this
situation, it is also true that at wrojectswhich were nost prompt in organizing

L
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their rezistration and had presented the question in its original form,‘the
thinking of some of the Issei about their future in this country had already
been greatly altered. For many of them the registration seemed to present

a vmroblem which had only two solutions: to accept discrimination against
them by the United Statss for the sake of their children, or to reject the
mited States and to reguest repatriation tc Japan, Thus as a result of
registering the aliens and the male citizens at the same time, young men who
were being asked to volunteer in the armed forces of the United States were
living in homes with parents who were seriously considering whether they
ought to select for themselves a future in the United States or a return to
Japan.

4. Loyalty

The issue of loyalty was much more alive in the minds of appointed
personnel at the nrojects than it was in the ninds of eovacuees who were
registering. Some evacuecs, it is truve, regarded 23 as a loyalty question
and felt that anyone who smaswered it with other than an urqualified "yes!
was disloyal to the United Statos. Most Nisei, however, while they were
concerned about equal citilzensiiip, about the possible fate of their parents
and about military service, did not regard quostion 28 as a loyalty question.
This is clearly shown by the fact that at many projects some of the most
clearly loyal and most thoroughly American c¢f the Nisei wrote qualified
answers to question 28 in which they attempied to explain that while their
loyalty was actually unqualified they could mnt answer this particular ques-
tion with an unqualified affirnative because they felt it necessary to defend
their claim to citizenship status on a par with all other Americans. Some
wondered how they could honestly forswear allegiance to a country and an
emperor they had never had, On the other hand there were the truly pro-
Japanese vho answered "no" to 28, and some of doubtful loyalty who answered
yes" while ‘telling others to answer "no" as a protest.

B. Misunderstandings and Confusion

Accompanyinz the emotional crisis of registration at all orojects was
.an almost unbelievable amount of confusion and misunderstanding of the pur-
poses of registration and even of the significance of various questions in
the questionnaires. Confusion was most marked among the evacuces but it is
inportant to recognize that it was also great among the anpointed staffg at
some projects. Even some Army Teams were by no means clear on all aspects
of the registration, and the general background of evacuation and relocation.
This inadequate understanding on the part of WRA project employees was an
extremely important contributing factor in the confused understanding evacuees
at most projects received of the regisfration.

Certain factors contributed to misunderstanding and confusion at vir-
tually -every project:
1. The combination of Army and leave clearance registration pre-
vented the very important issues raised in the minds of evacuees
by each registration from beinz considered separately and on their
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own merits and prevented many from arriving at a satisfactory
understanding of either procedure.

2. The ains of registration were never made clear to the resi-
dents of many centers, In part this was due to the poor recep=
tion accorded the War Department message because of underlying
antipathy to the Army and suspicion of WRA's intentions. In part
it was due to the absolute lack of any clear—cut and detailed
policy statement explaining the general leave clearance registra—
tion. The relation betwoen the leave clearance bottleneck in
Washington and the general leave clearance registration was under-
stood by very few, if any, evacuees during the firet week or so of
the registration.

3. Question 27 as it appeared on DSS Forn 304A (See Appendix A)
was felt by many evacuees to be a very tricky question indeed.

It seermed to them that an wiqualified %yes! to this question would
nean imnediaté inducticn into the Army, whereas an mgualified
MnoM would mean a refusal tc serve in the Army under any circun-
stances., Actually what many desired to indicate was that they
were willing to serve if called through the rezular Selective
Service nrocedure but that they 4id not desire to volunteer. At
some projects, Granada, for example, it was suggested that this
question might be answered by the phrase - "Yes, if drafted",
which provided 2 satisfactory solutinn ts the dilenma although it
departs from the original general instructions to Arny Team Cap-
tains: Male citizens who answer Questions 27 and 28 of DSS
Form 304A in the affirmative will execute .....DSS Form 165,"

the Apvlication for Voludtary Induction.

4, Undoubtedly the greatest confusinon in the ninds of evacuees
arose as to the meaning and significance of question 28 (See
Apvendix A) ~ the famous "loyalty! question. For the aliens,
this guestion in its original form was virtually unanswerable

as has been suggested above. In the modified form gsent out from
Washington, which omits all references to allegisnce, 1t was
acceptable to most Issei. In the special nodification devised
at Mangzanar, it differed very little in neaning from the ori-
ginal version and remalned a question which relatively few

Issei could answer affirmatively.

Some male Nisei felt that a negative answer to this question
was required of them if they had answered question 27 in the
nezative because of the phrase regarding defense of the United
States., Others sincerely believed that if they answered this
question negatively they were duty bouncd to apply for expatri-
ation or repatriation since they had virtually repudiated the
United States. Many felt themselves unable to answer this gques—-
tion with an unqualified "yes" because of thelr feeling that
their citizenship itself had been qualified by the evacuation
and subsequent experiences.
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5. At at least one project the guestion arose as to who had
ordersd registration. The Army Team arrived at this project
with the expectation that a Selective Service order would be
issued requiring the registration of male citizens of Japanese
ancestry. At this oroject evacuees were threatened with drastic
disciplinary action if they failed to conply with the non-
existent Selective Service order. This cccurred despite the
fact that the General Instructions to Arnmy Team Captains (Sece
Appendix A) had specifically stated that "the accomplishment

of the questionnaires is being ordered by the War Relocation
Authority.....in the event of refusal to accomplish a question-
naire or vart thereof no threats will be made......". (See
Section V.A. 1. below for details on this situation.)

6. At some projects there was confusion as to vhether or not
registration was compulsory, even though the Arry Tean in-
structions and the leiter oi February 1 from Ur. Rowalt to all
project directors are both vmequivocal on the point. Mr.
Rowalt's letter stated "The registration will oe compulsory
except in the case of those who have requested reprtriation.’
Yet in spite of this clear provision, registracion was pre-
sented as voluntary at the two Arkansas »rojects, and was made
compulsory there only after a long peried of voluntary regis—
tration had failed to get desired results. This same confu-
sion was also evident at one inter-mountiin project where the
director, asked what menalities existed sor refusal to register,
replied that he knew of none.

7. The relation between repatriation and registration was
badly nisunderstood at several projects. The sentence quoted
above from Mr. Rowalt's letter exempts Mhose who have reques—
ted repatriation from registering. This phrase Mhave reques—
ted repatriation" was by no means clear, and at Tule Lake and
Jerome large numbers of people took the nosition that they
wished to request rematriation and therefore would decline to
register., Iater clarification resolved the issue so far as
technical requirenents were concerned, but it did not remove
the confusion in the minds of the evacuecs.
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While the general reaction of evacuees to the registration program
was similar in its main outlines at most of the projects, vastly different
end results were nroduced because of variations 1n the local situation.

Some of the conditioning factors were: past relations between evacuees and.
project administration; the situation of a project in the restricted zone

of the Western Defense Commend, in the South, or in the Inter-Mountain araa;
the methods used in presenting the nrogram; the manner in which evacuee
leadership was utilized or neglected; the divergent interpretations made of
crucial aspects of registration. At nearly every center registration pro-
duced a crisis - that is, a situation which was regarded as of crisis impor-
tance by the administrative staff as well as by the.evacuess. In general,
crises eentered around three main issues: refusals to register, reluctance
to Volunteer, and negative responses on question 28. Administrative handling
of these crises varied and had widely different outcomes.

A.. Refusgal %o Register

1. Tuls Lake

a. Before February 21

At Tule Lake, registration was announced in the project paper and was
explained at a joint session of the Communiiy Uouncil and the Planning Board
on Tuesday morning, February 9th. That evening, the War Department's
message was read at meetings in seven ward mess halls by three members of
the Army Team who covered two or three meetings ecach. Mo presentation in
Japanese was made because no translation was available.* Virtually no time
was allowed for answering questions in these meetings and there was no
general discussion. It was announced that registration would begin the fol-
lowing day in the block manager's office of each block, the school teachers
acting as registrars. Members of the Army Team were establiched at three |
central offices to process the final guestions - 27 and 28 - on the forms of
male citizens. Evacuees were told to raise any questions when registering.

Few people registered on the tenth, and in the evening the block
managzers took the initiative in calling meetings of the people in their
respective blocks. These were the first of many meetings, small and large,
initiated by the evacuees themselves to discuss the registration in an
effort to resolve the issues 1t presented.

Inadequately informed as to the purposes of reglstration, most resi-
dents of Tule Lake stayed away from the block manager's offices, only 403
reglatering during the first full week, Meanwhile, discussion of the issues
of eivil rights, the segregation of the Combat Team, possible compulsory

* The official translation from Washington was late in arriving. Even where

it was available, project officials at some centers came to the conclusion
on the basis of evacuee testimony that the translation was faulty. ©See
Appendix B. -
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resettlement, repatriation, ete., went on, and attempts were made to get
clarification on various phases of the program through questions submitted

by block managers to the city council. 4 compilation of 150 questlions was
made by the council and presented to the project director at a meeting on

the afternoon of February 13. (See Appendix C for sample questions). At

this meeting, the director read the telegram ordering a revision of ques- i
tion 28 for aliens, No until the 15th, however, was a joing Council-Planning
Board meeting held at which the nroject director answered 58 of the questions.
At the same meeting, the Captain of the Army Team re-read the War Devariment
message as an answer to the others, and urged a greater response. During
this meeting, "it was apparent that the greatest distrust of these programs
existed among some of those present’. (Tule Lake Reports Officer, early.
April.) In this general situation of doubt and confusion, a number of pro-
Japanese made attempte to further an existing resistance to registration.

On February 17, 347 evacrees applied for repatriation forms before
noon, and 200 more were weiting to do so at 1:00 n.m. ~ & conspicuous and
significant rise from the tsn or twelve who had ac~d f-1 such forms the
first day after registraticn. Because of the large demn.nd, issuance of re-
patriation forms was suspended.

On February 18, registration headquarters was moved into the adminis-
trative area and out of individual blocks; six blocks had been notified that
they were to rezister there. 1In one block where considersble resistance was
anticipated, Major S. L. 4. Marshall, who had beern sent by the War Department
to aid in registration,and the project director vicited the mess hall during
the lunch meriod. The Major stated that since registration had been ordered
by Selective Service, the 54 citizen men and boys of military age must
register. The project director read the names of the men involved. At
noon on the 19th, 35 had failed to register, and the mess hall was re-visited
by the Major who made an even stronger statement, and the project director
who called the roll of these who hadn't registered with no response from any
of them. Although the project director urgently invited these men and boys
to come into his office to discuss the problem with him, none of them ap-
peared. That afternoon, however, a large group from the block arrived at
the administration building with a letter signed by the non-registering
young men which read as follows:

Mfe the undersigned do not wish %o sign'to Selective Service.
But to repatriate we will sign any time. So until then there
won't be any business,®

Inasmuch as the Tulean Dispatch of February 9th had stated that all evacuees
over 17 would be registered "except those who have applied for repatriationM,
these young men could not understand why repatriation forms were withheld
from them.

Thus in many respects the presentation of registration was inadequate,
The initial meetings raised a multitude of guestions in the minds of evar~
cuees, which, because these meetings were so brief, could not be answered
immediately, When the questions were finally presonted indirectly to the
project director through the block managers and Gommunity Council on
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February 13 (when registration was in its fourth day), they remained unanswered
for two more days until the 15th, when the project director gave short answers
to the more imroriant of them at a Council Planning staff meeting. Trans-
mission of his answers to the people, of course, had to walt until Council

and Plenning Board members could relay them back.

Among the peonle, registration had aroused the usual reactions of pro-
test 2gainst discrimination, fear of compulsory resettlement, etec., apd many
hundreds of them had seized upon the seeming alternative of applying for
repatriation as an easier way out. Thus an ambiguous phrase in the WRA direc-
tive ordering registration became the focal point in the thinking of thousands
of Tule Lake residents., Zven when the male citizens of the Ffirst block s
approached in the new procsdure were told that they must register, they believed
thet by asking for repatriation they could legitimately avoid registration.
Wot until February 20 - when the administration was already considering the
arrest of the 34 for not registering - was there any clarification on this
point. On that date it was explained in a special supplement in the project
newspaper that citizens must register whether or not they applied for repa~
triation. According to this news story the project director had received
this information the previous day.

a .

Perhapsamore serious examnle of misinformation was the projsct direc-
tor's belief that the Army registration was ordered by Selective Service. |
This was crucizlly important because it led the project director to decide
on the arrest of the male citizens who had refused to register on the 18th,
The misconception was shared by Major Marshall and apparently by the Army
Team Captain in spite of the clear meaning of the February 1 General Instruc-
tions to Team Captaing which mentions no Selective Service order; states that
DSS Form 204A is really not a Selective Service form but a War Department
form; and that "the accomplishment of the questionnaires is being ordered by
the War Relocation Avthority™.

On Sundasy, February 21, most of the citizens who had refused to regis—
ter on the 18th were arrvested by the Internal Security Chief, after their
block had been surrounded by military molice. The arrest occurred "without
serious incident", (reports officer, early Anril) dut a resentful crowd inside
and outside the military cordon nelted the soldiers with sticks and dirt and
shouted imprecations at them,*

b. After February 21

The arrests of the 21st, accomplished as they were with the ald of tha
military police, finally vprecipitated onen conflict between the administration
and the residents of the center. From that date until the conclusion of the
registration arrests continued, opposition to registration was more and more
thoroughly organized and was reinforced by beatings or threats of beatings

Realizing the dangerous motentialities of the situation, it is reported ;
that the Cantain before entering the vroject gave careful instructions to his
men not to fire unless actually knocked down.
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of evacuees for cooverating with the administration.* Registration limped
along leaving some three thousand still unregistered late in April.

This period was marked dy persistent efforts of, the sdministration to
effect registration by force - a course of action to which they were irrevo-
cably committed after the initial arrests and the open opposition which
followed them. In spite of attempts early in this period at freasoning with
colonists" (reports officer, early April) in meetings addressed by the pro-
ject director, Major Marshall, and the Army Team; and in spite of a dozen or
more meetings held by the Community Council and the Planning Staff, little
was accomplished in allaying the suspicion of the people and persuading them
to register. 3By early March, relations between the administration and the
two cooperative evacuee bodies were broken by the mass resignation of Council
and Flanning Staff precivitated by a disagreement as to methods of handling
registration.

The people were so outraged at the continuing apnlicatlon of force
that their civil rights nrotost beceme identified with a refusal to register.
To register was to becoms a dog — read administration stooge — in the eyes
of thousands of Tule Lake residents, including many friends and neighbors.

It is unfortunate that in the minds of the administration any resis-
tance to registration was defined from the outset as teybversive. This
administrative attitude, in conjunction with the misunderstanding about re-
patriation which existed until Pebruary 20 and stimulated residents to tie
their fortunes to Japan, and with the presence of a few strongly pro-Japanese
residents who took sdvantage of the crisis situation to agitate against
registration, is probably responsible for causing many residents not to register
or to give negative answers to question 28. The logic is simple: to resist
registration is subversive, to be subversive is to be pro-Japanese. In the
emotional heat of the moment, only black-and-white distinctions were easily
made; and as a consequence, many Nisel who had started by wanting to assert
their right to equal citizenshin with other Americans, ended by identifying
themselves as pro-Japanesc.

2. Central Utah

The registration experience at Central Utah offers some interesting
and instructive parallels and dissimilarities to that at Tule Lake. It was
initiated with a much more thorough educational program which reached both
the appointed staff and the center residents. Between Februery 6 and 12,
there were seven large meetings, and a number of special conferences were
held with evacuces for presentation of the War Department message and 'dis-
cussion of the registration program. Nevertheless, registration encountered
many of the same obstacles.

L] 5
The first of the actual beatings, which were very few in number, occurred
Monday evening, February 22, the day after the first arrects.
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2. Allen Registance

Before Fabruary 11, strenuous Issei objection to the criginal version
of question 28 became known. In response to this and at the request of the
bloclk menagers, the nroject director and the Army Tesn Cortain agreed to the
pestponement of registration until the morning of the 1351, In the interim
they transmitied the problem to Washington, ard by the o)ming of registration
were able to present the Washington revision of the question for the use of
the Issei. This partly satisfied the Isseil who now 19 loager felt that re-
gistration wonld male them Mmen without a country". Their resistance Virtually
disappeared the next week, following a meeting with the jroject director on
Monday, the 15th, at which they discussed with him their many prablems, in-
cludinz the fear of being forced to resettle against their will. This was
the first time they had spoken so frankly to him and the experience servad
to purge many Issei resentments and thus, ultimately, to eliminate their
resistance to registration.

b. Citizen Resistance

Meanwhile, many Tisei had become more and more conyinced during the
first weelk that the segregated Combat Team and other aspects of the regis—
tration constituted a further affront to them as citizens. The issue took
the Torm of a demand from some citizens that the Visei refuse to register
until their civil rights were restored. On the afternoon of the 14th, a
meeting of 33 specially chosen block representatives discussed this question
for three hours, and finally agreed to draft a petition to the War Department
requesting full restoration of civil rights. The meecting was attended by
the project director - who had made it a practice fo attend other meetings,
and whose presence in no way inhibited the discussion — and by a few other
WRA staff members. The Esnicnage Act was read to the meeting of block re-
presentatives prior to any commitment by the group, and at the same tinme,
people were told they were free as individuals to say anything they cared
to on the subject and that the Act referred only to orsanized interference
with registration. In this way, any formal vote to refuse to register was
forestalled.

Following the afternoon meecting, a cormittee of nine was selected
which drafted = resolution to be sent to Washingbon. This committee dis—
cussed the form of the resolution with the project director and other WRA
staff members from midnight until about 2:20, and accepted one modification
of the document which the project director then asreed to send off by tele-

o

type. (See Apnendix D for copy of the petition)

On Mondsy evening, February 15, the compittec of nine came to inquire
about the response to the petition and spent some time in discussing the
registration with the Cantain of the Arny Team. Their special request now,
wag for an acknowledsment of the petition they conld show in their blocks -
any serious demand that its terms be net prior to registering having abated.
One membar of the committee even assured the Captain of the Army Team that
the committee hoped to get the whole camp behind the registration by Wednes-
day, a very different attitude than had bdeen expressed by the Committee the
preceding night.

C=0281 - P37 -N0BU-COS-PUN-WP




. - g0 - cw.mmu

During the week, responses to the petition arrived atb the project
from the War Devartment and from the National Director of WRA ctating that
only mutual conridence could bring the restoration of full civil ights,
and urging the registration and the Combat Team as a first step in that
direction. (See Apmendix D) In reply, the committee of 33 block representa~
tives oresented a statement to the project director for transmission to
Washington on February 19 in which they insisted strongly that they were
notivated only by a desire to regain their citizenshin rights, and 7%+
concluded by saying, "we accept this registration as an indication of the
govermnent's good faith", (Full statement reproduced in Appendix D).

3. Torce versus Discussion in Project Administration

The Central Utah nresentation of the registration program was clear
enouzh to give the residents of the conter a much better vngerstanding of
the registration than the people of Tule Lake had recaived,ﬁf As a consegueance
the resistance from the residents was imredintely centered on the najor issues:
Question 28 for aliens, and ecivil rights for citizens. Of nrimary importance
is the fact that the project director, the Captain of the Army Team, and
other staff members were constantly prepared to discuss the problems of re-
zistration with evacuees. The offects of the protracted conferences were
two-fold: they provided a channel for the release of much evacuee resentment
in tall rather than in oppositional action; and they acouainted the adminis-
tration with the kinds of problens faced, thus permitting effective action
to be taken. The combination of better information and administrative under-
standing also nade it mossible for the citizens who preferred accenting the
Gomhat Team aunouncement at its face value as a step toward renabilitation
of citizenship to make their views known without interfercnce. On Monday
evening, the 15th, a groun of young men and wonen called on the project direc-
tor and protested the sendinz of the petition. The following day he trans-
nitted thelr nrotest to Washington by telegranm. (Seo Anpendix D).

In striking contrast, the poorly informed residents of Tule Lake were
a0t able to formulate their objections to registration so clearly, they were
ziven no resl opportunitice to discuss the oroblems with administrators.in
the early stages of regzistration, the adninistration nnswerasd resistance to
registration with threats of force rather than with discussion and aneliora~
tive action (e.z. revision on question 28 for aliens). The very ¢ifferent
results of the registration 2/ at the two projects must largely be attributed
to these differences in adninistrative hendling even when allowing for the

il :

“/In this connection it should be realized that the Central Utah Center is about
half the size of Tule Loke; also that there has been no change of project
directors in its history.

2
”/For exarmnle: COentral Utah was completely registered by March 1; Tule Lake

had 3000 holdouts at the end of April; Central Utah had well over & hundred
volunteers, Tule Leke - althoush noarly twice ns large « had only 59.
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opnosition of a pro-Japanese nminority at Tule. It is significant that such
a ninority also existed at Utah.

It should not be supnosed, from the above discussion, that Central
Utah solved all its vnroblems. It was like Tule in having several hundred
requests for repastriation,* snd in having a fairly large proportion of
negative resvonses ca guestion 28, especially fron male citizens,

istration Criseés

1. DReluctance to Volunteer — Minidoka

At Vinidoka, the vresentation of registration began with a series of
four "trial balloon® meetings prior to the arrival of the Army Team, at
which the Combat Team and the registration were discussed with the residents
by the project director and other staff menbers. These neetings were held
at the suggestion of a group of evacuees - mostly Issei - whose advice the
project director had immediately sought.

Devoted mainly to discussion of the Combat Team, these preliminary
reetings included rather strong appeals for volunteers, one made by an Issel.
(See Appendix E). The usual objections to the segzrezated team emerged, as
did econcern over the future of the Issei should thelr sons enter the Army,
and strong objection was raised to the implication that only by volunteering
would loyalty be shown.

Five formal meetings with the Army Team Captain reading the War De-
a

partment message followed by an hour or two of discussion, were held in
various sections of the center on successive evenings, beginning February T
the day before registration started.

With registration thus presented, the issue of whether or not to
register never arose at Minidoka, but there was considerable reluctance to
volunteer. However, at Minidoka, alone among the ten relocation centers,
the initial presentation had been linked with a strong emotional appeal to
show loyalty by volunteering. The usuval evacuee reactions were encountered,
but since explanation of the program was early and thorough, and since the
preliminary .meetings had stressed volunteering as a way of showing loyalty,
it was on this issue that resistance was encounterec.

From the outset, the administration was nrimarily concerned with the
success of the volunteering aspect of the program and this major stress con-
tributed to the glossing over of other difficulties. Since both Army and
leave clearance recistrations begen on February 8, the Issel in the first
blocks covered had to answer the original form of question 28. Although a
number of them answered it in the negative, their resentment was expressed,
not in refusal to register, but in oressure agzainst their sons volunteering.

Many of those were sgon followed by requests for cancellation, however.
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At the same time, administration policy in seeking Issei advice bore fruit
in the activities of a number of Issei who publicly endorsed volunteering for
the Combat Tean. '

The change in question 28 undoubtedly eased the Issei resistance, and
at the same time, other steps were taken t» promote volunteering.

Zarly in the sccond week of registration, it became apparent to the
adninistration that an important reason for slowness to volunteer was the
exvectation that the draft would shortly be reinstated. Many male Niseil,
quite willing to serve in the Army, preferred %o wait for the draft partly
because the dmaft scemed to promise service in a non-segregated Army unit.

To counternct this tendency the administration took twn steps: First, they
nade plain to the Fisei that reinstatement of the draft was not yet assured
but would be contingent on the success of the voluntary inductinn; second, a
more positive apneal was made "stating the fact that if the progranm does not
succeed the far-reachins consequences will be laid to those who falled at this
time to put the future of all Japanese-Americans shead of their own interests.”
(Minidolza Remort No. 42).

This stimulated volunteering to some extent, but not sufficiently to
satisfy the administration, which organized a series of four additional re-
cruiting meetings for male citizens beginning on February 24th. TXach male
citizen in the blocks covered by each meeting received "an individual invita-
tion through the mail. In addition, the Boy Scout Drum and Buzle Corps
paraded through the blocks to announce the meeting. The project director,
the assistant project director, and boys who had volunteered were the prin-
cipal speakers. The aims of .he meeting were clear—cut......1t was pointed
out that it was up to those ciizible for military service to be the torch-
bearers, regardless of the sc:iitice involved, to insure the future rights of
Jaranese-Americans.® (Minidc.mn Zeport No. 47) The meetings were well attended
and contributed markedly to the increase in numbers of volunteers from 175
on February 25 to 288 on March 6.

It is also noteworthy that Minidoka had a smaller proportion of nega-
tive responses to question 28 from both male and female citizens than any
other project except Granada. (Source: The Relocation Planning Office).

]

2. YNesative Responses to Question 28 — Granada

At Granada, a marked departure from the usual procedure of conducting
the Army and the leave clearance registrations simultaneously gave the ad-
ministration a unique opportunity to assess early responses on the Army
rezistration, which was completed in four days from February 10 to 13, before
the leave clearance registration was started.

The Army registration had been nresented to the residents in a series
of hourly meetings, one for each two blocks on February 8 and 9. These
meetings had by no means succeeded in clarifying all the questions raised by
evacuees, whose reactions to the segregated Combat Team were like those of
the residents in all centers, but they did constitute a much fuller presenta~
tion than some projects received. Because the leave clearsnce registration
had been postponed until after the Army registration, the objections and
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fears of the Issei concerning their own registration interfered less with the
understanding of the program, nrobably, than at any other center. Discussion
among the residents centered almost entirely on the Army registration (Dss
Form 304A).

On Saturday, February 13, the Army registration was completed. When
the results wore tabulated, the administration learnei that only thirty odd
men had volunteered for the Combat Team, and that a few over a hundred of
the male citizens had answered question 28 in the negative, or had qualified
their answers to it. Since a much better showing had been expected this
knowledge came as a nrofound shock.

The problem was discussed at a special staff meeting and was presented
to a joint meeting of the old (temmorary) and the new (permanent) Community
Councils by the nroject director and several others of the appointed staff.
They emvhasized the fact that more than threc times as many Nisei had said
"no' to gquestion 28 as had voluntesred, expressed their disappointment at this
result, and ralsed the question ss to what might be done about it. Thus sti-
mulated, the new Community Council decided to call three special mass meetings
for male citizens at which to present these results and urge reconsideration.
Members of the administration, the Army Team, the Community Council, and two
volunteers addressed these three meetings which were held on February 19 and 20.
Heavily stressed were authoritative interpretations of the possible answers
to questions 27 and 28 and their significance, and the three-to-one ratio of
Mo's®" to volunteers. In addition, a patriotic appeal for more volunteers
was made by one of the appointed staff,

After these meetings, the Community Council through its representatives
in each block or district, made personal contacts with the Nisel who had said
no" to guestion 28. 3Hach was crestioned as to his reasons for the "nol,
and for most rezistrants, it appeared that a misunderstanding of the meaning
or full significance of the question was responsible.

The Granada crisis, as the administration saw it, was the unfavorable
three-to-one ratio’ of negatives to volunteers. In meeting it, they began
by presenting the problem to representative evacuee groups, who in turn fook
positive steps to alter the situation, calling on the administration for
speakers and similar support. The effect of the mass meetings and the indi-
vidual contacts with negative registrants was to clarify much of the confusion,
which had arisen in the minds of evacuees following the initial presentation,
and to stimulate several score to change their negntive answers on question 28.
By the close of registration on March 10, there were fewer "no's" than there
had originally been volunteers, more volunteers than there had originally
been Mno's¥, and the three-to-one ratio was better than reversed.

The leave clearance registration, npartly because it did not start
until after the emotional stresses vhich accompanied the Army registration
had subsided somewhat, and partly because the late start permitted the use of
the Washington revision of guestion 28 on the forms filled by the aliens from
the outset, encountered no obstacles of any consequence a2nd was completed
early in March.
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Recent summaries of the outcome of registration at Granada prepared
in the Relocation Planning Division show that at this project the citizens,
both male and female, were nearly unanimous in answering question 28 with an
unqualified affirmative. In this respect, Granada surpassed all other centers.
Aliens at Granada were also nearly unanimous in their unqualified affirmatives
to question 28, the per cent of M"yes's" being higher than at any other center:
save one,

3., Simificonce of Minidolka and Granada Experiences

The Granada exmerience, like that at Minidoka, illustrates (1) the
value of careful nreliminary education, supplemented by further discussion
when misunderstanding persists, in the presentation of new policies or programs
to the residents of relocation centers; (2) the prime importance of consulta~-
tion with representative evacuee groups in the implomentation of such programs.
Differences between vrojects are so great that the differences in the outcome
of the registration at these two projects as compared with others cannot by
any means be attributed solely to greater administrative wisdom, but the ad-
ministrative techniques employed to meet the erises faced at these two projects
successfully resolved them tc the satisfaction of the administrators princi-
pally because they were founded on an understanding of the evacuee point of
view and hecause they involved the active participation of evacuses.
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VI. NET RESULTS

A, Twelve Hundred Volunteers

fhe first and outstanding result of the registration was the volunteering
of some 1200 Nisei males for service in the All-Nisei Combat Team. This group,
plus the larger groun who voluntcered in Hawaii, was gufficiently large to
assure the activation of the Teanm.

The voluntecring of these young men in relocation centers is outstand-
ingly important as a symbol of Misei loyalty. Enlisting in the Army from
behind wire fences, those voluntcers have demonstrated thelr supreme devotion
to the United States.

B. Tens of Thousands of Affirmed Allesiances

In answers to guestion 28 on DSS Form 304A and on WRA-126 Rev., some
tens of thousands of citizens, both male and female, have indicated their will-
ingness to swear unqualified alleglance to the United States. Considering
the conditions under which the registration was conducted, these many afflrma-
tions of faith in the United States have a special significance. In %erms of
WRA policy, the many forms with affirmations on guestion 28 make possible the
quick processing of leave clearances for most of these meople, and thus advanca
the resettlement program tremendously.

Thousands of aliens in relocation centers have also answered question 28
affirmatively, thus signifying their willingness to abide by the laws of the
United States and to refrain fron sabotaze or subversive activity. This
pledge characterizes the Issel roup as largely willing to forget discrimina-
tions and to remain law-abidling cesidents of the United States.

€. Several Thousand Negations on Question 28

1.  Fized

The more important negative answers on question 28 arc those made by
the Wisei, both because they are more numerous proporticnally in this group
than among the Issei and because the Nisei* are citizens, whereas the Issei*
are aliens.

Mo understand these negetive responses, it is necessary at the outset
to recognize that a large numbor of Tisei negatives are fron American citizens
who are not disloyal to the country. While many of the "no's" are the answers
of pro-Japanese individuwals, it is also true that the "no's" and oualified
answers on the questionnaires of many can be explained as:

a. A protest against the loss of civil rights in evacuation or
the secregation of the Combat Tean.,

b. A concession to the will of parents who were forced by the
registration to repudiate the United States and decided on a
repatriated future for themselves., At several centers some

* With a few excentions.
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Nisei were influenced to give negative answers to question 28
by parents who could not conscientiously answer the same
question (original form) "res", and who, fearing segregation,
urged their children not to break up the femily by answering
this question differently from themselves. In this connection
the extreme youth of the Nisei is significant. Of the males
who were required to register on DSS Form 3044, one-quarter
were between the ages of 17 and 20, three-fifths were under 25,
an. less than 10 per cent were in their late thirties or for-
ties./ This meant that the Nisei required to make the deci-
sions called for by registration were, in many instances, teen
aged lkids scarcely mature enough to - ke such serious decisions
.against the -advice of their parents.

c. »0thers of the Nisei who answered cuestion 28 negatively simply
nisunderstood the gquestion or the whole registration procedure
and conseguently did not make any meaningful decision when
they wrote "no" on their questionnaires.

2e

Wegative responses from Issei may be accounted for principally in terms
of their inability to answer "yes" to the original form of question 28, and
of their fear that in signing an apnlication for leave clearance they might
be laying the groundwork for a forced resettlement. At Minidoka, for example,
the majority of the 430 aliens whose answer to gquestion 28 was not affirma-
tive lived in the first 12 bdlocks registered - blocks in which the question
presented was the original form. The rest of the aliens at Minidoka who were
vresented with the revised guestion 28 sent out from Washington, were over-
whelningly positive in their reponses. At Manzanar, the substitute form of
the question devised by the local project staff and used for all aliens was
only g little less rigorous in its demands on the Issei than the original
form.

3. The Disloyal

Sone of those who answered question 28 in the negative are, of course,
disloyal. These include:

a. Issei, who tend naturally to adhere to the country of their
youth and to feel some pride in the accomplishments of Japan,
The faect that alien Janmanese have not been able to acguire
citizenshin in the United States martly accounts for this.

1

o

Based on a specilal tabulation made in the Relocation Planning Division.

It nust not be thought that the Issel at all centers opmosed either volun-
teering or affirmative answers on question 28 by their children. On the con-
trary, at some centers the Issei exerted very little negative influence on
their children, and in at least one center Issei leadership was important in
stimulating volunteering.

&/ A re-registration, using the Washington revision of the question, brought
response of more than 95% Myes",
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Kibei, who because of their education in Janan have heen
more thoroughly indoctrinated with Jananese ideas and ideals
than with American values., It must not be supposed, how-
ever, that every American-born Japanese who has visited
Japan or gone to school there - even for several years - 1is
disloyal to the United States. (As exemplified by men in
training at Camp Savage. )

Some Nisei who have never seen Japan are undoubtedly dis-
loyal also, Among them are some who have grown un in social
situations so M apanesy® that they love Japanese ways too
mich to repudiate the country. Also included are some for
whom the bitter experiences of evacuation and relocation
have been so disillusioning that they no longer feel it pos-
sible to swear allegiance to the United States.
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VII. CONCLUSIONS

A. Concernings Registration Returnsw

1. No mesninsful comparisons of evacuee responses on questions 27
or 28 can be made between vrojects. There were so nany differences in the
nanner in which registration was presented to center residents, in the manner
in which registration was conducted, in the methods used by the administra-
tion to deal with crisis situations, indeed in the kinds of crises which
arose at various projects, that each relocation center must be considered as
unique in its registration returns. For this reason similar responses on
questionnaires from different prejects simply do not have the same meaning
and they should not be added together as though they did.

2. Evacuees who answered gquestion 28 in the negative are not cate-

Zorically disloyal., Any segregation of loyal Japanese-Americans from dis-
loyal in this group must be made with extreme caution and can only be attempted
on the basis of individual investigations which take fully into account the
conditions under which the individual registered.

B. Concernins Administrative Procedures

1. The registration experience has deronstrated that there is a need
for improved comrunication between Washington and relocation centers. It is
quite evident that information failed to diffuse from Washington to the ap-
pointed staffs on the projects and that an even greater failure occurred at
some projects. in the diffusion of information from project staffs to evacuees.

2. More careful planninz of WRA programs which have a major policy
sisnificance, as did resistration, is definitely necessary. 4As a part of
the plannings of any major vrogram, steps must be taken to assure coordina-
tion of the various-divisions of WRA both in Washington and at the projects,
and better coordination of Washington with the projects.

3. A better understanding of evacuee attitudes and problems is
needed by those who plan WRA nolicies and by project staffs. It cannot be
expected that the 150 apoointed peonle at the projects can make over the
10,000 evacuees whose affairs they administer according to their own ideas;
on the contrary, the success of their administration,as one project director
recently nointed out, must depend on their adapting themselves to the 10,000
people for whose welfare they are resmonsible. Registration showed clearly
that an administration which attempts to force its policies through without
the understanding of the evacuees creates only conflict and discord and does
not achieve the successful implementation of mpolicy.

Tabulations of these returns, prepared in the Relocation Planning Division,
are reproduced in Appendix F.
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APFENDIX A

Announcements and Directives

War Department Press Release on Combat Team, Jan. 28, 1943

War Relocation Authority Director's Statement on
Combat Team

President Roosevelt'!'s Letter to Secretary Stimson
Regarding Combal Team

General Instructions to Team Cantains, Feb. 1, 1943
Mr. Rowalt's Letter to Project Directors, Feb. 1, 1943

Army Team Questions and Answers

War Department Statement to Japanese Americans

Two Versions of Question 27

Tour Versions of Question 28
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APPENDIX A

1. War Department Press Release on Combat Team, January 28, 1943

LOYAL AMERICANS OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY
TO COMPOSE SPECIAL UNIT IN ARMY

The War Devartment announced today that plans have been completed for
the admission of a substantial number of American citizens of Japanese an-
cestry to the Army of the United States.

This action was taken following study by the War Denartment of many
earnest requests by loyal American citizens of Jananese extraction for the
organization of a special unit of the Army in which they could have their
share in the fight against the Nation's enemies.

The following statement was issued by the Honorable Henry L. Stimson,
Secretary of War: :

Tt is the inherent right of every faithful citizen, regardless
of ancestry, to bear arms in the Nation's battle. When obstacles
to the free expression of that right are imposed by emergency
considerations, those barriers should be removed as soon as
humanly possible. Loyalty to country is a voice that must be
heard, and I am glad that I am now able to give active proof

that this basic American belief is not a casvalty of war."

The War Department announced that the initial procedure in the forma~
tion of the unit authorized by the Secretary will be voluntary induction. :
Facilities for this will be nation-wide, including the Hawaiian Islands and
the War Relocation centers in this country. ¥o individual will be inducted
if doubt exists as to his loyalty.

Upon induction theiseil, as American-born citizens of Japanese par-
entage are termed, will begin training as a Combat Team for service in an
active theater. This Combat Team will include the customary elements of
infantry, artillery, engineer, and medical personnel. No effort will be

spared in developing it into an efficient well-rounded, hard-hitting unit.

The new unit will be trained sepmarately from the battalion of Americans
of Japanese extraction--originally a Hawaiian National Guard organization——
which is already a comnonent of the Army.

The War Department's action, it was announced, is part of a larger
program which will enable all loyal American citizens of Japanese ancestry
to make their nroper contribution toward winning the war--through employment
in war production as well as military service.
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2. War Relocation Authority Director's Statement on Combat Team

I find deep satisfaction in the announcement today by
Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson that a Combat Team composed of
American citizens of Jananese ancestry is to be recruited by the
United States Army for active service in a theater of war.

This announcement malkes January 28, 1943, the most signi-
ficant date of the last ten months for persons of Japanese ancestry
in the United States.

Many have told me, in conversations and letters, of thelr
desire for active service in the armed forces of this country. For
many months I have been lcoking forward with them to the time when
their desire might be realized,

All facilities of the War Relocation Authority, both at the
relocation centers and in Washington, will immediately be placed at
the disposal of the War Department to speed the formation of the
Combat Team announced by Mr. Stimson.

Dillon S. Myer, WRA
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8. President Roosevelt's Letter to Secretary Stimson Regarding
Combat Team

February 1, 1943

My dear Mr. Secretary!

The proposal of the War Department to organize a combat team
consisting of loyal American citizens of Japanese descent has my full
aprroval. The new combat team will add to the nearly five thousand
loyal Americans of Japanese ancestry who are already serving in the
armed forces of our country.

This is a natural and logical step toward the reinstitution of
the Selective Service procedures which were temmorarily disrupted by
the evacuation from the West Coast.

No loyal citizen of the United States should be denied the demo-
cratic right to exercise the responsibilities of his citizenship, regard-
less of his ancestry. The principle on which this country was founded
and by which it has always been governed is that Americanism is a matter
of the mind and heart; Americanism is not, and never was, a matter of
race or ancestry. A good American is one who is loyal- to this country
and to our creed of liberty and democracy. Zvery loyal American citizen
should be given the opportunity to serve this country wherever his
skills will make the greatest contribution--whether it be in the ranks
of our armed forces, war production, agriculture, government service,
or other work essentlal to the war effort.

I am glad to observe that the War Department, the Navy Depart-
ment, the War Manpower Commission, the Department of Justice, and the
War Relocation Authority are collaborating in a nrogram which will
_assure the opnortunity for all loyal Americans, including Americans
of Japanese ancestry, to serve their country at a time when the fullest
and wisest mse of our manpower is all-important to the war effort.

Yery sincerely yours,

/§/ FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
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4. Qeneral Instructions to Team Captains, February 1, 1943

1. Members of the Teams will not give newspaper interviews on any
subject during their tour of duty at the relocation centers. This applies
equally to the mroject newspapers within the relocation centers and the
press of nearby communities or of communities enroute.

5. Where interviews are desiradble in extension of the report of the
activity of the Team within the center, they will be provided by the WRA
nro ject manager. However, it is considered advisable that such publicity
material as is given out by the project manager for use in the center
should be reviewed where possible by the Team Captain, so that its military
content will be consistent with the interest and policy of the War Depart-
ment.

3. Mo members of the Military Team will make any radio broadcasts
while on this duty.

4. Where there are differences of opinion as to the vrocedure at the
camps, the advice of the project manager is to be given full weight by
military vmersonnel., For example, the instruction given that the Team will
be in the center for at least two days before proceeding with the mass
meeting is a minimum instruction. If for any reason such as work schedules
or bad weather the project manazer believes that a longer wailt is desirable,
the Team will defer to his recommendations.

5. The personnel of the Teams are to be designated at all times as
coming from the War Devpartment, Washington, D. C., and are not to be
identified in publicity or otherwise with the units wherein they served
prior to being detached for this duty.

6. The relocation center address is to be delivered verbatim. Whether
it is to be used in smaller group meetings following the mass meeting 1s a
matter to be decided by the teams and the project manager in consultation.

. If it is deemed desirable by the nroject manager to hold a pre-
liminary meeting, for example, a meeting of the center council or of group
leaders wrior to the mass meeting for the purnose of discussing the plan
in general terms and effecting better organization of the meeting, there
is no objection to this procedure.

8. When questions are asked which are of a policy nature and the
answers are not to be found within the "Questions and Answers! form, they
nay be referred by telechone or teletype to Captain John M. Hall, REpub-
lic 6700, Extension 4207, Office of the Assistant Secretary of War,

Room 4B€36, Pentagon Building, Washington, D. C.




General Instructions to Team Cantains (cont.)

a. This instruction apolies to questions asked with respect
to the Nisei.

b. Questions with respect to the Issei are to be expedited by
the personnel of WRA.

9. The project newspaper, and such other publicity means as the project
manager suggests, are to be the means of apprising the center's population
of the aim of the mission.

10. In case the Team Captain becomes ill enroute or before his duty is
completed, notification will be given immediately to Captain John M. Hall.
In case of the illness of any other member of the Team, the Team will carry
on with its worlk.

1l. What published use is to be made of the policy statement and the
paper of Questions and Answers will be determined by consultation between
the Team Captain and project manager. There is no official objection to
the reproduction of either of these documents, The nolicy statement should
be published as a whole. The questions may be used either as a whole or in
part. No answer should be published, however, until the specific guestion
has been nublicly raised in the center or is specifically asked by the center
newspaper. 3

12. Team Captains are expected to coonerate in the procuring of news
and are authorized to clear all such information as they consider helpful
to the undertaking through the War Relocation Authority project director and
his publicity staff for release to the national press services. If, in the
Judgment of the Team Captain, the response to the cuestiomnaires is so
favorable at any time as to be newsworthy, such information may be released
to the War Relocation Authority representative even though’ the completion
of the questionnaires is a secret operation. The news originating at the
centers, even when released at the instigation of the Team Captain, is to
be credited to the War Relocation Authority and not to the War Department,
However, in expediting news of the resnonse to the questionnaire, it is
proper for the War Relocation Authority to quote the Team Captain, as other-
wise there would be no explanation of the release of news known only to
military personnel.

13. Attention is drawn to the following statute:

"Bspionage Act: seditious or disloyal acts or words. - Whoever,
when the United States is at war, shall willfully make or convey false reports
or false statements with intent to interfere with the operation or success
of the military or naval forces of the United States or to promote the suc-
cess of its enemies and whoever, when the United States is at war, shall
willfully cause or attempt to cause insubordination, disloyalty, mutiny, or
refusal of duty, in the military or naval forces of the United States, or
shall willfully obstruct the recruiting or enlistment service of the United
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General Instructions to Team Captains (cont.)

States,
States, to the injury of the service or of the United / shall be punished by
a fine of not more than $10,000 or imprisonment for not more than twenty
years, or both." (Sec. 3, Title I, Act of June 15, 1917 (40 Stat. 219); 50
U.5.C. 33.

It is felt that it should be undesirable to post this statute publicly, but
that it should be conveyed to the meople in some other less pointed way,
such as by talks or conferences with the center leaders or block managers.
It should not be used as a threat, but merely offered as a nlece of perti-
nent information.

14, The accomplishment of the gquestionnaires is being ordered by War
Relocation Authority. DSS Form 304A, although mrinted by Selective Service,
is in reality a War Department form. In the event of refusal %o accomplish
a questionnaire or part thereof, no threats will be made, hut the individual
urged to comply for his own benefit. If this is unsuccessful, the matter
ghall be reported to the nproject director.

15. Many of the details surrounding the accomplishment of the question-
naires will necessarily have to be left for final determination by the Team
Captain in consultation with the project director after arrival at the relo-
cation center. Bach center will vresent an individual nroblem, and the Team
Captain should make every effort to arrive at the most effective solution.
Matters left to final determination of the Team Cantain include: (a) when
the speech will be delivered or repcated; (b) the size of audiences; (c) talks
to center leaders and block managers; (d) what groups shall accomplish the
questionnaire together. However, the general nolicy shall te to avoid dis-
tinctive treatment of aliens and to handle male citizens of military age
simultaneously with some other category or categories,

16. All individuals in the relocation centers who had reached seventeen
years of age by February 1, 1943 will accomplish some form of questionnaire.
Hale citizens will execute DSS Form 3044 in duplicate and WRA Form 126a in
triplieate. TFemale citizens and all aliens will execute WRA Form 126 Revised
in guadruplicate.

17. Questions 27 and 28 of DSS Form 3044 will be executed in the pre-
sence of Team personnel only, i

18. Male citizens who answer Questions 27 and 28 of DSS Form 304A in
the affirmative will execute, in the presence of Team personnel only, DSS
Form 165, and where the individual is not registered locally, DSS Form 154.

19. All questionnaires executed by citizens shall Ye checked for legi-
bility and completeness by a member of the Team.

20. In each case where DSS Form 165 is executed, all pertinent papers
will be immediately forwarded by the most expeditious means, by the Team
Captain, to the Assistant Chief of Staff, Military Intelligence Division,
War Devartment General Staff, Pentagon Building, Washington, D. C. The
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General Instructions to Team Captains (cont.)

The pertinent papers are as follows: (a) DSS Form 3044 in duplicate,
(b) DSS Form 165 in duplicate, (c) DSS Form 154 in duplicate, (d) WRA Form
1262 in duplicate, (e) WRA Form 26 in quadruplicate.

2l. 1In cases involving female citizens and aliens, the pertinent papers
will be forwarded as completed to the War Relocation Avthority, 517 Barr
Building, Washington, D. €. The pertinent papers are as follows: (a) WRA
Form 126 Revised in triplicate, (b) WRA Form 26 in quadruplicate.

22, Reports. Team Captains will report by telephone, between 0900
and 1200 of the morning following the initial nresentation of the nrepared
speech, to Captain J. M. Hall on the status of the program and render an
opinien of the manner in which the speech was received. If an earlier report
seems advisable, it should be made.

23. A brief dally report will be rendered in duplicate by air mail, to
Captain John M. Hall, which will show the results of the previous day's
activity as follows:

(1) Yumber of volunteers for induction.

(2) Number of 304A forms completed.

(3) Number of Forms 126 Revised completed.

(4) Remerks to include any other vertinent information.

24, 1n addition, Team Cantains will retain appropriate data in order

to render a final report to show vercentage of completion of the question-
naires, at the time the Team leaves the nroject.
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5. Mr. Rowalt's Letter to Project Directors, February 1, 1943

February 1, 1943

Mr.
Project Director
Relocation Center

Dear Mr. :

You are already familiar with the War Denartment's announcement in
Washington on Thursday of this week that a combat team of Americans of
Japanese ancestry will be recruited by the United States Army for actlve
service in a theatre of war.

This action is readily the most important development since the
evacvation and relocation program was ordered almost a year ago. It is cer-
tain to affect all phases of WRA planning and in some respects, vperhaps, our
basic policies.

With this letter I am enclosing ADMINISTRATIVE INSTRUCTION NO. 22
(REVISED) which was prepared after conferences with the War Devartment and
is in harmoney with the War Demartment's procedures governing registration
for Army service. These instructions are for use in (1) registering male
American citizens of Japanese ancestry at our centers who have attained
age 17 and (2) registering all other persons, male and female, reg gardless
of citizenship, who have also attained age 17 The registration will be
compulsory except in the case of those who have recuested repatriation.

When it became known that the War Department would make this regis-
tration of draft-age Nisei men, we decided to include in the registration
all other adults, age 17 or more, as a. means of speeding up our clearance
procedure and with the object of providing a pool of workers, available for
placement by WRA and the Manpower Commission in private employment including
rlacement with companies working on war contracts, a matter in which the War
Department is especially interested.

We believe that you should stress in your speeches before groups
during this registration period that in addition to the onnortunlty of
serving in the Army some citizen evacuees will be certified by a special
inter-devartmental board, composed of representatives of the Army, Navy,
WRA and FBI, as eligible for work in war plants.

Pleaso make it clear that we are not going to force people to relo-
cate wvhen they do not want to be relocated. The mass registration is to be
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* Mr. Rowalt's Letter to Project Directors (cont.)

nccompanied by a greatly speeded up clearance system both in the WRA

of fices and in the FBI; we are changing from a "retail® to a "wholesale'
basis of clearance. The rate of clearance will be changed from a few dozen
ner day to hundreds ner day, and by the end of May, according to our present
work schedule developed in cooperation with the FBI, everyone will have been
cleared or denied clearance.

Meanwhile, current requests.for relocation should be sent to us as
’ %
ugvual, even if this should mean some duplication.

The attached instructions set forth certain general procedures based
on our conferences with the War Denartment. We are leaving the management
of this program in your hands, knowing that the best way of handling it must
depend on local situations. You will have to work out details with the Team
of Arny personnel which will resach your center shortly.

The Army Team to conduct the registration will include one commissioned
officer, one sergeant,6 of Jananese ancestry, and two other sergeants. The
representative from your wroject who has been here in Washington will also
be considered a member of the Team. As a nart of our courtesy to the Army
representatives, we are asking that you accord them the same rate at the
administrative mess as our own emnloyees. Also, we are requesting that
arrangenents be made to accommodate them in our own administrative quarters.,
They should not be quartered with the Military Police. In several instances,
we have learned, the sergeant of Japanese ancestry has relatives or friends
at the project. If accommodations are available there and he should choose
to stay with them, we would appreciate it if you would make the necessary
arrancenents.

Just now I am nore concerned with the general significance of this
undertaking than with procedural detzils and I should like to give you our
own view of the import of the War Department's decision.

Moat of all, this decision represents the successiul culmination over
the mast several months of our discussions with the War Department in which
we have urged that loyal Misei of draft-age be taken into the Army. The
decision has now been nmade, and it is now our serious resvonsibility to co-
operate in every way with the War Denartment'!s represcntatives in the speedy,
successful execution of the registration which is the first step toward for-
nation of the combat unit. At the same time, please keep in mind the impor-
tance of the opportunity here nresented to expedite the relocation mrogram
through this nass registration.

The registration must be given Yo. 1 priority. All other activities
ghould give wey to it to the exteant that this bocomes necessary. If, fTon
example, after your discussion with the Arfy renmresentatives you feel that
all or a nart of the schools should be dismissed to provide necessary space
and interviewers, vou should nroceed to do-so. Our only word to you is to
plan the entire mrogram carefvlly to the end that we will render a valuable
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service both to the Army and to loyal American citizens who have pleaded
for their chance to share in the fight against the Nation's enemies.

Sincerely yours,

/s/ E. M. Rowalt

Acting Director
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Arny Team Questions and Answers

Where will we fight?

7 / -
You will be emmloyed wherever your govermment and the Army of the
United States thinks you should be sent. No other nromise than that
can be given to an American soldier. However, it is not the intention
to use you against the Japanese.

Is the formation of a Japanese-American Combat Team a type of segrega-
tion?

The orgenization of your men into a sennrate Combat Team is not segreza-
tion. It 4s the means of making the most effective use of your strength
for the good of the national war effort and for the ultimate good of

all Jananese-Americans. There will be other Japansse-Americans taken
into the Army and they will be assigned in the same way as any other
American soldier. The organization of a separate Japanese-American
Combat Tean has the distinct and very definite advantage and value of
bringing the Jananese-American question to the attention of the American
public and to establish their position as loyal American citizens.

What will hapowen to Janmanese-Americans already in the military service?

Sonme will be assigned as cadres for the Combat Team. The others will
continue in their nresent duties or be reassigned as the circumstances
warrant.

Will our cendidates be sent to the regular Officers' Candidate Schocls,
or will they train secparately?

They will go in the same way, and be given the same training, a
other candidate,

What about the Japanese-Americans who already are reserve cfficers but
have not been called into active service?

As they are needed, they will be called, provided they are deemed to be
gualified for the work at hand. (It needs to be remembered, however,
that there are nany reserve officers in all groups which have not been
called into active service.)

Will all Javanese-Americans in the Army be formed into the Combat Team?
Wo, they will not. The Combat Tesm is an exceptional organization.

Others may be taken into the Army and will be given assignments on the
same basls as other American soldiers.
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Questions and Answers (cont.)

s

Will the Combat Téam he officered by Americans of Javanese blood through-
out?

It is contemplated that at first, your regimental, battalion and company

conmandors will not be Japanese-Americans because of the lack of men

who have had training and experience with the hig sher comnands, but that

youx other commany of¢1cerﬂ will be Jananese-Americans insofar as i P
ssible to supply those who have had the proper training. As Japanese-

A.erzc'H officers nrove them elves qualified for higher command, they

will be advanced in grade. '

Have the Japanese-Anericans already in the military service been discri-
ninated against?

It has certainly never been the policy of the Army of the United States
to counbenance Elscrlmlnatlon against American soldiers of any race.
Where discrimination has occurred, it has been due to ignorance or stu-
pidity on the part of individwals. An Army, in a period of great expan-
sion, cannot take account of all the separate acts of its many individuals.
The best corrective is to develop a. line of policy which will show the
individual what is wanted by his government, That is vhat is Dbeing done
in this case. The present course is a direct rebuff to any who have dis—
criminated against the Americen soldier who happens to be of Japanese
blood and will go far toward curbing discrimination against you both in
and out of the Ardy.

How will we be treated by other Americans?

A partial answer already hns been made to this question, There are many
Americans who baesuse of isnorance think of you as a "Jap" and nothing
else. They are aroused nzainst Japan, and they feel hostile toward you
sinnly because you are of Japanese extraction. That is the kind of
thing we are working against. No American ig in a position to look with
COlt?Kpﬁ or gpealr sli ht ngly of o man who is in the unifornm of his
covntrrs Therefore, the steps now b«lhn taken are the surest way to
counter discrimination not only now but after the war, Racial prejudices
cannot be removed in a day but they con be reduced by good will and in-
telligent nction over a perilod of time, The best antidote for prejudice
against you will be your conduet and benring.

What will hanoen to those who volunteer for scrvice but are turned down
for physical reasons? Will they he rein yrned to the relocation centers?

If the loyalty check shows that they have the interest of the United
States nt Hu"rt they will bﬂ civen the chance to work in the defense
plants. The ovbr“101t cannot promise to find work for you. In some
plants .t is still prejudice against employing Anericans of Japanese
bload. put uwlll s workers are needed and the news of the formation
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Questions and Answers {cont.)

of a Combat Team from among your number will do much to counteract the
prejudice already referred to.

Resides service with infantry combat forces, can a Japanese-American
qualify to become an American flier?

It is contemplated that if your willing response and loyal action assures
the success of the present undertaking, the other forms of military
service may be opened to you. TFor the present we are seeking volunteers
for the Combat Team only.

Can T enlist under an assumed name to protect relatives in Japan?

If this fear is uppermost in your mind, it would be better not to volun-
teer at all but to wait and take your chance on being inducted later.

What will hapven to me if I am captured?

That question cannot be ans wered, but it is assumed that since you are
an American, you will be treated as any other Americen prisoner.

What will hapnmen to our property?

There will be no change as a result of your entry into the military
service. The services of the War Relocation Authority will continue
to be at your disposal.

Why were all the Japanese-Americans classified as 4-C?

Jeceuse no clear-cut molicy for utilizing your services in.the Army had
been adopted.

Why were some Japanese-Americans discharged?

Because no clear-cut policy for utilizing your services in the Army had
been adopted.

How soon will we be inducted after volunteering?
Prom 30 to 60 days.

What provisions will be made for my wife and children?

The regular allowances for dependents will be paid them, the same as
paid for any other soldier.

Will my family be permitted te return to the West Coast?

Not for the time being
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Questions ! Ansvers (cont.) COINGSETTIAL

Yhat ha-wens to my father who is not a citizen of the United States?

Like all other nersons now in relocation centers, he may file an appli-
caticn for leave which will be acted upon by the War Relocation Authority.
It is »robably fair to say that his chances for favorable action will

be better by reason of your going into the service.

Is my orother, who is not a citizen, eligible for induction in the Army?
o, only citizens are to be inducted under this present action.

Will our dependents, vart denendents and immediate families be permitted
to leave relocation centers to move near or to our guarters? (must mean
nearer o) ;

They will be permitted to leave the relocaticn centers if they are
approved for indefinite leave. Local conditions such as housing facili-

ties will determine whether it is »ractical for them to live near you.

May we marry and brinz our wives to or near the trainins centers?

You may marry, of course, as may all soldiers, but local conditioans
such as housing facilities, will determine whether your wives can live
near your training centers.

Where will we train?

At regular Army posts in the United States. Present nlans call for the
activation of the American-Japanese Combat Team at Camp Shelby,
Mississinpi.

Will this program include American citizens of Jananese ancestry in
Hawali and outside relocation centers?

Yes, a norbtion of the Combat Team is being made un of men now in Hawaii
oy

and in the United Btates cutside of the relocation centers.

Will more than one Combat Team be formed if the number of wvolunteers
is more than sufficient?

The question has not been finally answered but it is a reasonable
presumption that if thig eoffort is successful othsr teams may de formed.
However, statistics indicste that there arc not enough of your neonle
to form more than one Combat Teanm.

What will be done by WRA oot afhor the families of soldlers?

The War Relocation Authority will malze all families of soldiers snecial
cases of mroject interest to the nroject director and his staff. This
will mean health and protoetion to the families while they remain at
the center, and in the event they wish to leave, onriorities of emloy-
ment and every nossible assistance in relocation, ineluding cash drafts
when necessary.
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Questions and Answers (cont.)

2

Ha

Will persons of Japanese ancestry be nermitted to re-enter the evacvated
areas?

Yo, not for the present.
How about Jananese-Americans outside relocation'centors?
They can volunteer in just the same manner.

If T am wanted not for military service but for civilian worlz, how long
will it be before I am cranted indofinite leave under this program?

If your apnlication is affirmed, as soon as you cet a job. The War
Reloecation Authority and the United States Employment Service are
developing job opmortunitics as quickly as nossible.

If I am granted indefinite leave, may my wife, who is not a citizen, be
granted leavel

She may file an apnlication for leave under nresent War Relocation
Avthority regulations z=nd if the apolication is anproved, she will Je

granted leave.

Will my movements be free and unrestricted after my indefinite leave
from the War Relocation Center?

Yes, except for present reculrements by the War Rc'ocation Authority.
Will I be permitted to travel throughout the TUnited States.

Yes, except that return to the evacusted area will not be mermitted
except on the authorization of the Western Defense Command. Permits
for temmorary visits will be cranted automatically to Japanese-Anerican

soldiers in uniform.

Will voluntary induction confer reinstatement privileges in emmloyment
held prior to evacuation?

An oninion of anpropriate legal authorities is nov heing obtained to
this question.

Is the Army srogram in substitution for War Relocation Authority's
indefinite leave policy?

Yo, in addition.
Why is it intended not to use the Combat Tean against the Japanese?
For gencral security reasons. Obviously, it would be hazardous to the

Toam itself and to the Army as a whole to use the Tean against the
Japanese since the danger of the enemy petting within or behind the
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Questions and Answers {cont.)

lines in American uniforms would be a constant risk, hazardous not only
to the operation but to every Japanese in the area.

Are Japanese-Americans to be rernitted to Join the Navy?
That matter is under consideration by the Wavy at the present time.
Will Japanese-American women be considered for enrollment in the WAAC!'s?

Not at the present time. However, this matter is under consideration
and a decision will be rendered at a later date.

How educated do the Fisei have to be to be acceptable for voluntary
induction?

The same educational recuirements as exist for all others inducted into
the Arny, i.e., the equivalent of a 4th grade eduvcation.

Will the United Stotes Brmloyment Service assist Jananese-Americans who
have been granted indefinite leave to obtain jobs? Will any federal
agency help to refinance businesses given un when the owners. entered
relocation centers?

Upon release from relocation centers, Japanese-Anericans will be entitled
to take advantage of the assistance of all federal agencies in the sane
manner as other American citizens.

Will those who were in the Army in non-comnissioned or commissioned
class be vermitted to have assurance that they will be »nlaced in grade?

The extent and natiure of nrevious military service will be carefully
considered and insofar as nossible they will be returned to their

former status.

Will men who have completed ROTC in schools and colleges with conmissions
and ratings be accepted in this Combat Tean in rank?

Same answer as to nrevious question.
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7. War Department' Statement to Japancse Americans

We are here on a nission which will be made plain %o yov. within the
next few minutes. Some guestionnaires are to be distributed among you and
vhat is said here is by way of explaining what use the zovernnent intends to
nake of then.

Our mission is not an experiment but marks the rodical extension and
broadening of a policy which has always intended that ways should be found
to return you to a normal way of life.

Presentations such as this one are being nade simultaneously at al-k
of the relocation centers over the United States. A1l citizens in this
country who are of Japanese blood are being told the same things.

NOT CAMPAIGN

The effort is not a camraizn or a drive but is an attempt to find a
workable solution for the acute wartine problem of one mortion of our »opu-
lation. Its fundamental purpose is to put your aituation on a nlane which
is consistent with the dignity of Anmerican citizenship.

What is done is being done with the authority of the government of
the United States and with the approval of the War Department. 3But whether
it is to be successful will depend finally upon the voluntary acts of free

American citigzens.
SOLUTION SOUGHT

You may object that this - your 1ife here - is not freedon. The
circumstances were not of your own choosing, though it is true that the ma~
jority of you and of your fanilies accepted the restrictlions nlaced upon
your life with 1ittle complaint and without deviatinz fron loyalty to the
United States. 5

The only answer which nceds to be nade to such an objection is that
if there were not many nillions of Americans who agree with your noint of
view we would not be here and this statement would not be made.

The present undertaking is of itself an acknowledgnent that the Dbest
solution has not been found for you during the present war emergency in your
relation to the United States, which is the country of your birth and of your
residence.

TE/PORARY SACRIFICE

In any time of crisis, however, when national survival presents it-
self as the all-important issue, the best jnterests of the few nust some-
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War Department Statement to Japanese-Americans (cont.)

times be temporarily sacrificed or disregarded for what seems the good of the
many. The proof of a nation's good faith is to be found in whether it moves
to restore full privileges at the earliest opportunity.

Admittedly this mpast year has been for you a period of considerable
hardship and great anxiety. That was because war came to the United States
and imposed extraordinary burdens upon all of its citizens. Qur citizens
everywhere feel these burdens increasingly.

Your own burdens have differed From those of the majority in our popu-
lation in kind and in degree, tringing you perhaps greater anguish of mind.
The decisions which led to your wpresent situation were studied as carefully
as the rush of events permitted, and in the interest of the national security
as well as of your personal safety, the stens talzen scemed wisest at the
time. You are aware of the reasons for what was done.

Yot all Japanese-Americans arc loyal to their movernment. Not all
members of any group of our ponulation - even those whose ancestors came
here hundreds of years ago - are fully loyal to their country.

FREE SOCIETY

That is so because ours is a free society permitting the individual
often to choose in what measure he will contribute to the common good. In
all groups there are individuals who will not accent any obligation to the
land which gives them their opwortunity. Wherever you may find them and
whatever their blood may be they are the disloyal ones.

When war came between Japan and the United States, there were imme-
diately two difficult »roblems for our zovernment in connection with that
part of its population which is of Japanese blood. The first was how %o
deal fairly with the loyal citizen who wishes only to serve this country.
The second was how to protect this nation from the acts of those who are not
loyal.

IWO OBLIGATIONS

It would have been a good thinr if both of these obligations could have
been met at one time. That was not mossible because it has never been the
practice of the United States to intrude into the nrivacy of its citizens and
to keep track of all their movements and make a check of their loyalty.

Therefore, until a better way could be found, a general policy had to

be followed which in the long run has no doubt tested scvemwly the loyalty of
those among you who wished only to serve the United States.

CONTINUING LOYALTY

Of that, the government has been aware, but one risk or the other
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War Department Statcment to Japanese-Americans (cont.)

had to be taken, and it seemed best to count upon the continuing loyalty of
those whose hearts and minds were with this country rather than to accept
the danger from the disloyal acts of those who were not so.

- It is felt now that before any change is made and before you are
aslked to make any nev decisions these words in ex»lanation are owed to you.

ADDED STRENGTE

| What is wanted by your government is that your strength shall be added
to that of the rest of the nation in its present fight with its enemies and
that ways shall be found to restore you as quickly as may be to your normal
and rightful share in the nresent life and work of the neople of the United
States, ]

This does not mean a promise of any relief from worry and hardship,
for these will continue for all of us until the war is won. 3But it does mean
that such hardships as you are now experiencing will be gradually renlaced
by the same hardships which are now beingz experienced by other American fa-
milies — the hardshins of saying goodhyre to family when you leave home to
fight for the United States and the herdship of getting along without many
things which Americans have always regarded as necessities.

CONVINCED OF LOYALTY

Americans of Japénese blood are wanted to fight for the United States
like any other citizens. They are wanted for combat duty where they are
fitted for combat duty and for war work where they are best suited for war
worlz. They are wanted because the government and the Army are convinced of
their loyalty. And they are wanted not less because of their ability as
soldiers and as citizens doing useful work for the American community. You
have superior qualifications for the ltind of service in which it is intended
to use you.

Thesc are among the primary murposes of the quostionnaire which is now
to be distributed among you. Thos2 who are willing and are loyal, of mili-
tary age and vhysically fit, are beir- asked to volunteer for induction into
the Army of the Unitad States. Those who are loyal but for some reason are
not qualified for military service — the young men and youns women — will be
given the opportunity te support the war effort by work  on the home front.

MAJOR PURPOSE

The major purpose of what is being done here, however, is thisj
There are some individuals in this conter whose ties with the Japancse Empire
are such as to disqualify them for positions of trust in this country. This
does not mean that they will not be treated humanely, but it does mean that
it would be unwise for this government in this time of crisis to glve them
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War Devartment Statement to Japanese-Americans (cont.)

an opnortunity to endanger the national security. There’ore, steps must be
takken to determine those individuals in whom the United States can place full
trust and confidence. The questionnzire is a means to that end.

Your goverament would not take these steps unless it intended to go
further in restoring you to normal place in the life of the country, with the
privileges and obligations of other American citizens. The invitation to
the young men here to volunteer is simply a token of its good faith and
further interest.

SELECTIVE SERVICE

As was the case with all other Americans of milit:ry age who were
first given the chance to volunteer for service, and if they did not so volun—
teer were then inducted into the Army via the Selective Service, it is contem-
plated that in the normal process of building our Army, those among you who
do not volunteer but are of the right age and physically fit will probably
be taken into the military service in due time.

That is 2 part of sharing the lot of the general population of this
country. You would not want that you would be treated differently than other
Americans. Universal service is mnow the national nolicy and in the long run
there is no better way to avportion our present military responsibilities.

COMBAT TEAM

However, the mlan now being contemplated is that Americans of Japanese
blood will be formed into their own combat team. You may want to know why
it is being done this way. The reason is that if your strength were diffused
through the Army of the United States — as has already been done with many
other Americand of your blood - relatively little account would be talken of
your action. You would be important only as manpower - nothing more. But
united and working together, you would become a symbol of something greater
than your individual selves, and the effect would be felt both in the
United States and abroad. All othor Americans would long remember what you
had done for the country, and would b= a living reproach to those who have
been nrejudiced against you because of your Japanese blood. OCan it be doubted
that this would mean a greatly improved relationshin between you and all other
parts of the American population in the post-war neriod? To the nations
abroad, and especially to the peonles of the Bast, you would provide the
measure of the solidarity of peonle who get together in the name of democracy.

SAME ADVANCEMENT

Accordingly, you will be given the same pay and the same chances for
advancement as other American soldiers. As you prove yourself qualified for
officership, you will be given training for commissioned service and the
only limits which will be placed upon how many of you are advanced to com—
missioned grade will be determined by your own willingness and ability. It
is recognized that in voint of aptituce for military service by reason not
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War Department Statement to Jananese-Americans (cont.)

only of your natural ability but of your education, many of you are suitable
officer material,

STRAIGHTFORWARD FRESENTATION

It was believed that you would want a straishtforward presentation of
this new proposal by the governmment, and therefore the explanation of the
plan behind the questionnaire has been made as simply as nossible.

It is not necessary for me to appeal to the loyalty of those who are

loyal.

If there are any questions in your minds with regard to the policy or
to the questionnaire, we will try to answer them.
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8. The Two Versions of Question 27.

(a) As asked of male citizens:
Are you willing to serve in the armed forces
of the United States on combat duty, wherevér
ordered?"

(b) As asked of female citizens and aliens:
"If the opportunity presents itsolf and you
are found qualified, would you be willing %o

volunteer for the Army Iurse Corps or the WAAC?!
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APPENDIX A

9 he Four Versions of Question 28.

(a) As asked of male citizens in the Army registration:
Mfill you swear unqualified allegiance to the United
States of America and faithfully defend the United
States from any or all diachk by foreign or donmestic
forces, and foreswear any form of allegiance or obedience
to the Japanese emperor, or any other foreign government,
power, or organization?®

As aeked of female citizens and of aliens (prior to revision) in
the leave clearance registration:

Mri1l you swear unqualificd allegiance to the United
States of America and forswear any form of allegiance

or obedience to the Jamanese cmperor,or any other foreign
government, mower, or organizationt!

As nsked all aliens in the original registration at Manzanar:
MAre you sympathetic to the United States and do you

agree faithfully to defend the United States from any

and all attack by foreign or domestic forces?!

As revised for aliens in Washington!

Myi1l you swear to abide by the laws of the United

States and to tako no action which would in any way
interfore with the war effort of the United States?!
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APPEIDIX B

INITIAL REACTIONS TO ANOUNCEMENT OF COMBAT TEAM

1, Barly Evacuee Reaclions

2. To Japanesc Version of War
Departnent Statement
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1. ZFarly Evacuee Reactlons

On February 4, a teletyne message was sent from Washington to each
of the relocation centers requesting a report on initial reactions of the
residents to the announcement of the All-lTiseci Combat Team.

Responses from nine center appear below:

fentral Utah Relocation Center

Re teletype query, after general survey, would summarige 'evacuee
reaction — it is the general desire to »rove loyalty by volunteering with
following questions awaiting clarification:

1. Why is a separate combat unit necessery
9. Will Allotment and Allowance Act apply to their
dependents?

Charles F. Zrnst, Project Director

Gila River Relocation Center

" Urge telegraphic statement by you and McCly clarifying reasons for
separate Japanese-American battalion. Jim Crow charges being circulated
here. Suszest you stress corps de elite. Txcellent weapons, finest of
training, and separate battalion as means of protecting identity of
Japanese-Americans in combat action.

L. d. 3ennett, Project Director

Granada Relocation Center

Reurtel Febrvary 4, the reaction of the Tigsei to Stimson's speech
ig, on the whole, favorable although there has becn noticed slight tendency
to question the motive and the sincerity of the Army in their attempt to
recruit the ovacuces. The immediate resnonse of the thinking majority was
not one emotional outburst, but of quiet, serious discussion. The consensus
of opinion was that voluntary enlistment of Fisol would createa very favor-
able impression with the general public and furthermore would greatly
strengthen their position after the war. It may be mentioned that, among
those who received the news favorably, there was complete absence of omo—
tionalism or signs of ultra-natriotism. Instead there was cool rational
reasoning as to the benefits to be derived from voluntary enlistment in the
Army.

A feature of this late move which scems to disturb the minds of the
Wisei is the one of segregating them apart from the regular combat units of
other Americans. It evidently strikes the majority as being contradictory
to the democratic spirit which should pervade all branches of the armed forces.,

It is interesting to note that peonle of younger age, particularly
those of the high school age, reveal-less interest in the matter than those
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Eorly Evacuee Reactions (cont.)

who have graduated from collsges and consequently who realize the implica~
tion of the event. There is a general tendency for the former to base
completely their outlook on the happenings of the Pacific Coast and to over-
look the mossibilities belonging in the future. Ou the other hand, there

is a tendency among the latter to view past events as "water unfer the
bridze" and conduct themselves in a manner which would bring them recogni-
tion by the American public.

However, the response to join the Army may not be immediately forth-
coming due to the fact that it will take some time for their minds to be
reconditioned to this unexpected development. One must teke into considera~
tién the strong effect the evacuation and confinement has had on these
peonle,

In summarizing, it can be said that the reaction was favorable. I%
would not be survrisinz if the majority amnlied for positions in defonse in-
dustries rather than in the Army itself if one were to base his opinion on
the action of the rest of the dmerican people. Witkout an acecurate survey,
it is imnossible to say what percentage of the eligible persons will enlist
in the Army. :

James G. Lindley, Project Director

Heart Mountain Relocation Center

Reactions of the evacuces regarding recent Army announcements are
diverse. A few public words upon the integrity of the Japanese in America,
esvecially the Nisei, by the President or some other high and respected
official, will help considerably. A clear elucidation is gtill lacking
on Nisei siatus. Lack of confidence in them seems to exist. Some received
reclassification to 40 from their drafi boards only yesterday. 3Jven the
count of the board indicated question as to their loyalty. This policy is
inconsistent and demoralizing.

411 volunteers should be considered loyal to the country.

Most of them question the feasibility of an All-¥isei Combat Unit,
claiming they prefer fighting with other bloods and fecl that post-war
assimilation can be furthered in this way. However, a few feel that by
such o unit, they can prove their worth as a group.

Many enlistees visiting the project relate some discrimination toward
them even in the armed forces.

Many feel that all branches of the armod forces should be onen
thom: others want to know what guarantee the government can give them
their parents during the post-war era regarding protection from anti-
Japanese legislation, particularly as vroposed in California.

|
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Early Bvacuece Reactions (cont.)

Kibei and Issei wondering into what kind of scheme they are teo be
fitted. They feel too much emphasis is ﬂlaced‘upon Fisei. Understand that
numerous Kibei were discharged from the Arm

Majority of parents now apathetic or at least passive to the announce-
ment., Changed attitude is direct ond natural result of the evacuation. &
the announcement were made w»rior to contemplatiea of evacuation, ma ajority
of the evacuees believe that an excentionally high percentage of volunteers
would have resulted with an equally high percentage of approval from their
parents.

Far-sighted evacuees favor enlistment because they are concerned
about most-war era.

Guy Robertson, Project Director

Jerome Relocation Center

After a weelt of discussions and unzulded deliberation, evacuee re-

action to the Army annovncement still seems to center about the idea of

segregation. Dissatisfaction over that feature of the announcement was
practically unanimous for the first few hours, on the theory that it em
phasized race difference, again nut them in a minority group position, would
sunply cannor fodder to storm another beach-head, malke it easier to watch
the groun. & discussion chairman cautioned that the minority voice its
opinion. Friction already has grown between a boy who wants to volunteer
and his parents. 3But during the past couple of days, evacuees here and
there have recosnized that public opinion is at stake and 'admittod pleasure
over the Army's official recognition of loyalty among the Nisei group.

Charles R. Lynn, Renorts Officer

Manzanar Relocatioz Ceanter

Bvacuce reaction to Army announcement generally nassive. Signifi-
cont that we have seen no mention of it coming back through daily reports
from block manacer offices. This means managers have instructed the
clerks to make no mention of it. Vasti mﬂjorlty are looking forward %o
acricultural or War Relocation for jobs and will not volunteer. Some young
single boys openly state will not join because of treatment in past., BEs-
tinate 200 velunteers to be a top number,

3

Robert L. Brown, Acting Project Director

Minidolka Relocation Centor

Expressions for gratification over Army recognition of NWisel are,
ningled with Oq 2lly strong resentment of scparate Army unit which is
1nuerpretﬂd as segregation, Many younz residents call it "Jim CrowisnM,
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Early Svacueco Reactions (cont.)

Issei leaders apnlaud onportunity for citizens to demonstrate loyalty, and
while they rezret method Army is using, they feel that most important is
that loysl Janancse-Americans are getting a chance to re-enter the American
way of life. Coal-handling crews made up of boisterous, healthy young rien
were anxious to enlist as soon as announcement was made. Several elizibles
I contacted renmorted parental objection of two-fold nature: Army service
and fighting ogoinst Japan., Other eligibles seen nore interested in war in-
dustry opvortunity than in Army service. lajority seen to be happy over
recogmition and chance to leave the ceater but want to know more about Army
plans before conmitting thomselves, There is much speculation over results
of induetion mrogran and employnent progran among all residents. Oldecr ones
noa-comnittal.

Following is o quote from Irrigator editerial: "Our utteorances have
always been loaded to the linit with nrofessions of faith and unequivocal
loyalty--professions which mounted in frequence and intensity a2s we in-
stinetively sensed the precaricusness of our nosition after the shock of
Pearl Harbor. The sirmle question now is: MAre we to eat our words, or are
we going to malze thenm ﬁﬁnd?

1t may be snid that we have contributed cnouch already; that we have paid
and suffered and sacrificed nore than many other Anericans, and that we
are now being asked too rnuch. But attachment and responsibilities to
country and cause are not things to be sluffed off —— and we lnow it.

WTf we are to clinch the case for ourselves, once and for all, and

Sl
are to be embodied in the American grain so conclusively that we can
again be smeared and reviled by the bigots and the home fascists, ther
no course for the eligible among us but to try like hell to et into the

uniforms of Uncle San's fighting forces.™

Mhat we face is the acid test. If we flunk it, we damn nurselves and our
posterity. !

John Bigelow, Renorts Officer

Rohver Relocation Center

Wracuees show little enthusiasn about Arny announcenient. Percentage
of enlistments exnected to be low. Have been very few inquiries conceranlng
enlistment and little interest remorted. Many consider separate units
racial segregation, some are disillusioned by evacuation, and some fear for
the future of families in centers. Believe attitude will change when pro-
gram is thoroughly explained and its influence on nublic oninion better
understood.

Ray D. Johnston, Project Director
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Barly Evacuee Reactions (cont.)

Tule Lake Relocation Center

Evacuee reaction varies, War Denartment announcement too sudden,
evacuees not mrepared. Small mer cent of quota expected to volunteer cue %o
bitterness over evacuation and to older Isseil non-cooperative sroup. Typical
comnents: "Can't draft me, Government tool sway TTisei!s civil liberties
leaving us without citizenshiv." "Great chess zame, Govermment malkes all
the moves." "I'11l volunteer if my parents will let me." "Will voluntesr if
we won't be used as lackeys for other troops. I want to fight." '"We wanted
to enlist, and did. They said, 'Yo Japs wanted'!. Yow they want us. Whyt!
NJACL brought this about. Let them enlist, at least let JACL members set
a precedent." On the whole, reaction unfavorable, however, compliance for
most nart expected.

Harvey M. Coverley, Froject Director
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2. To Japanese Version of War Department Statement

At least two projects, the Japanese translation of the
War Devartment statement was severely eriticized. 4t Heart Moun-
tain, both grammar and phraseology were found awkward by an exper-
jenced translator. Similar criticisms came from Manzanar as the
following telegram — received in Washington on February ¢ — indi-
cates!

We find translation Enzlish to Japanese of speech
by Army re rezistration grammatically poor and ambiguous.
Presented as such, it will lose its force. Japanese will
laugh at it as we laugh at awlrward English grammar and
idiom by foreign born. We are revamping translation.
Teel other centers shouwld be warned of this. Transla—
tion crew, block managers and staff member, John
McLaughlin, all concur these views. Telephone us for
particulars if desired.

Robert L. Brown, Acting Project
Director
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APPEIDIX C

QUESTIONS REGARDING REGISTRATION

The following questions are selected from the hundred and fifty
presented by the Community Council and the Planning Board to the Project
Director at Tule Lalke on February 13, 1943,% They are fairly typical, not
only of the entire list, but of the kinds of questions which were raised at
all relocation centers:

What necessitated the WRA to use the same form for the two groups of
peonle who are of two entirely different categories——namely, female
U.S. citizens and the enemy aliens?

What wower and authority if any has the WRA to enforce on the peonle
of Japanese nationality to apply for leave clearances if the WRA 126-
Rev. is compulsory as stated in gquestion 1? (Please quote the spe-
cific clause in the National and International legal document as to
the origin of WRA authority.)

What does the phrase "ungualified allegiance to the United States
of Americal as stated in cuestion 28 of WRA-126 Rev. mean speci-
fically?

It seems that approximately seventy-five per cent of all these
questions on Form 126 have been answered previously on the WRA

census records, etc. VWhy should it be necessary to answer them
agzain?

When sicming the leave clearance papers, they asked us what part of
the country we would like to go. Why is it that we are unable to g
back to the Northwest after being cleared for leave? Is it wise %o
answer such gquestions on the questionnaire if no official word has
been received rezarding penalties for not answering or filling in
such forms?

Issei husband and Nisel wife or vice versa. Must answer differently
as to loyalty. In what right way may they answer together?

Mr. Coverley or the Army representatives stated today (2-10-43) thab
those Issai who do not care to apply for leave clearance as such may
chanze the title of this particular application form to "Registration”
when filling it out. However, the question which remaing is: Since
the questions to be angwered remain unchanged, cannot this particular
document still be considered an application for leave clearance in
apite of the fact that the registrant intends it only to be &

* - L]
At Tule Lake, these questions were presented to the vroject director

four days after the start of registration, and were left unanswered for
vet another two days. Many of them were never answered.

-
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Questions Reg’ing Registration CO'I.ENTIAL

"registration" and nothing more?

Does signing the clearance paper mean that the signee has to go out
if and when there is a job on the outside?

If you sign the leave clearance form, does one have to go if later
one decides he does not want to gzo?

Issei should not be forced to answer this question 28 since they are
not permitted to become naturalized; they would decome "men without
a country!,

Does the statement "back to normal! mean that you can go back to where
you came from?

Will we ever be made to leave this camp against our wishes just because
we sign this WRA-126 form? .

Will the "cleared® aliens be given the status of "friendly aliens' or
will they bs catezorically retained in the "enemy alien" classifica-
tion?

Why is it that the Nisei are required to re-register?

Why is it that all Nisei in relocation centers be singled out to an-
swer special questions in regard to our loyalty?

Tor those who do not want to resettle outeide, what difference does it
nake if the psper is changed from leave clearance to just registration?
If it is possible to just strike out the leave clearance part, what's
the use of having the registration? ‘

Spirit in which the message is interpreted to have been written is
one of fair play toward all racial minorities and non-racial discri-
ninations. i

a. Why is it that the Selective Service System has employed
exclusively the form "Statement of United States Citizen of
Jananese Ancestry" in the inducting of the Japanese-American
citigens?

Does the Selective Service System employ likewise an exclusive
form for the purpose of inducting Negroes and,other racial
minorities, such as the United States citlzens of German and
Italian dncestry?

n the messaze it states as follows: M"the nroof of a nation's
zood faith is to be found in whether it moves to restore full
privileges at the earliest opportunity." (Does the goverament
guarantee to compensate for the great sacrifices both spiritual
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Questions Regarding Registration (cont.)

and material which the Japanese-American citizens and their
parents were compelled to make because of the forced eva-
cuation?)

1. Does the government guarantee to compensate the pro-
perties lost by both the Jananese-American citizens
and their parents?

Is the government determined to take a drastic step
to curve MAnti-Japanese Agitation® and thereby create
a healthy and favorable public opinion toward loyal
Japanese-American in the United States?

d. Does the American government allow the United States citizens of
Japanese ancestry o volunteer for the Navy, Air Corps, or any
other division of the United States Forces according to the
volunteer's choice and ‘¢ the same qualificuations which American.
soldiers are subjected? '

What privileges and rights will be granted liseil and their parents pro-
viding that the Nisei applicant answers the question 27 and question 28
affirmative?

Is it a fact that this decision was reached by the War Department upon
the recommendation of the JACL?

Can a Japanese soldier or civilian Niseil go back to Californial
can't go back, why should we go into the Army?

Why the sudden enlisting of Wisei boys after putting them behind fences
as this canp??

What classification do persons with dependents in relocation camps
have?

Are the dependents in relocation camps eligible for dependent allowances?

Has the Army told us definitely whether the Nisei will be inducted into
the armed forces if they do not volunteer, and if s», when is this in-
duction to take place?

When the sons are serving in the armed forces, why can't the narents
return to their home place instead of keeping them in camp?

Will Japanese-American citizens drafted from this center for the armed
forces of the U.S. through some channel of the Selective Service be

put into the same or similar units as is contemplated for those who now
volunteer?
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Questions Regarding Registration (cont.)
If a person answers "yes" to question 27 and 28, does it mean that
the person is volunteering immediately or rather does it mean that
the person has volunteered?

What is the penalty for answering question 27 and 28 by "nof?

If you answer "no" to the No. 28 question, would it eadanger your
Anerican citizenship?

Why is it that you want to take us back into the Army after rejec-
ting some of us before?

Why do we have to answer question 28 if question 27 is answered
correctly?

In regard to guestion 27, ig this going to be for wolunteering or
drafting?

Will a man be considered disloyal if he answers "no" to question 277
What is the present status of Japanese-Arericans, especially of those

classified as "4-C", and how would it be affected by the present Army
Uproposalf?

Is it possible to answer guestion 27 with a conditional "yes"?

If the majority of the Nisel object to the special Combat Unit of
Japanese-Americans, would the Army change its plan and nmingle the
Nisei with the other Caucasians?
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APPENDIX D

DOCUMENTS RELATING TO CENTRAL UTAH CRISIS

Resolution Drafted by Committee
of Nine, February 15, 1943

Resporse from Colonel Scobey

Response from War Relocatior

S
.
2
1

Authority Director

Reply of Committee of Thirty-Three,
February 16, 1943

Statement of Other Residents of Topaz,
February 16, 1943

¢=~0281-P127-NOBU-COS - PUN-WP




@) - 65 - oo
APPENDIX D
1. Resolution Drafted by the Committee of Nine, February 15, 1943

Resolution to Secretary of War Henry L, Stimson

We, the citizens of the United States of America, residents of the
Central Utah Relocation Project, Topaz, Utah, in order to perform our duties
as loyal citizens of the United States and in order to uphold the principles
of democracy as established in the Constitution of the United States, do
hereby state that:

Whereas, we the citizens of the United States have been asked by our
government to pledge our unqualified allegiance to this country

Whereas,we have accepted in good faith and in full cooperation the
extraordinary orders of the United States army

Whereas, we feel that we have given our fullest ¢ocperation to this
program of evacuation

Whereas, we have temporarily surrendered many of the rights and pri-
vileges of citizenship which we have heretofore enjoyed

Whereas, the govermment, through the Federal Reserve Bank, has promised
us full protection from unscrupulous people at the time of evacuation

Whereas, we believe the Federal Reserve Bank has failed to protect the
people

Whereas, we suffered losses of homes, properties, work, freedom of
movement, separation from friends and all things we felt dear to us, without
protest

Whereas, we wish to prevent in the future the mass evacuation OT con-
fining of citizens without trial

Whereas, we feel that there is only one class of citizenship in this
country and a loyal citizen of one race should not be treated any different
from another

Whereas, we believe that some of these things mcntioned above consti-
tute a violation of our civil rights and

UWhereas, we believe sincerely and honestly in the principle of free-
dom of speech, freedom of worship, freedom of the press, and freedom of
assemblage as embodied in the Constitution and its amendments,

Therefore, be it resolved:

1. That we ask Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson that after a thorough in=-
vestigation by the Military Intelligence and the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation and other Federal guthorities, that persons that are cleared should
have absolute freedom of movement and a choice of returning to their homes.
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APPENDIX D

Response from Colonel Scobey

Charles X¥. Ernst
Delta, Utah

Please deliver the following messaze to the
Japanese-Americans within your center: "The Secretary
of War has directed that I reply to your Resolution of
February 15, Public pronouncement has already been
made by the President of the United States and by the
Secretary of War. It is only by mutual confidence and
cooperation that the loyal Japanese-Americans can be
restored to their civil rights. The present program is
not complete rehabilitation but it is the first step in
that direction. The United States Government has evi-
denced its faith in the loyal Japanese-Americans by
giving them the opportunity to serve their country. This
is their opportunity to demonstrate to the American people
that they have faith in America.

Scobey, Washington, D. C.
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3. Response from War Relocation Authority Director

February 16, 1943

Tois Charles F. Ernst

From: Dillon 3. Myer

Subject: Regarding Resolutions Addressed to Secretary Stimson

‘ The recent announcement by Secretary Stimson was made in
good faith. The opportunity provided by this announcement is in
my judgment the stepping stone to the attainment of those things
outlined in the resolution provided the evacuees are willing to
accept the Secretary's announcement and the subsequent statement
“by the President in good faith. The WRa has urged some such op-
portunity by which the good faith of the Japanese-americans could
be dramatized in such a manner that it might be brought quickly
and clearly into the consciousness of the American public. This
is not the time to quibble or bargain. Thisis the crucial test.
It is the time for thoughtful consideration and decision.
Secretary Stimson cannot give the answers to the resolution.
That answer will be provided in a large measure by the evacuees
of Topez end the other relocation centers during thiss week and
next, It is my hope and my belief that they will not fail this

cruciel test.

Dillon Myer
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AFPENDIX D

4, Reply of Committee of Thirty-Three, February 186, 1943

We, the Committee of Thirty-Three, having acted from the very
beginning in accordance with the desires of the majority of the citizens
residing in Topaz, Utah, do hereby make this statement:

1. That from the beginning we have been one in the opinion that we
shall strive to regain that status to which we are entitled as
citigens.

2. That we recognize there were many means which we could employ
to achieve this mparticular end.

3. That our actions so far have been governed by the fact that
certain means were deemed best by the majority to attain that com-
mon goal.

4. After due consideration of the course of events, it has become
clear that our goal can be best attained through cooperation with
the program of the government, which has as its purpose the return
of our full status as citizens.

5. This conclusion is strengthened by the decision taken by the
Committee of Sixty-Six, representing the Issei.

6. We believe, therefore, it is to the best interest of the citi-
zens, as a ster Yo attain our goal, that we accept this registra-
tion as an indication of the government's good faith.

o Statement of Other Residents of Tonaz, February 16, 1943:

We as certain residents of Topaz taking exception to the resolution
presented to the Honorable Secretary of War Stimson as the expression of
the majority wish to state the following: We feel that loyalty to our
country is something to be expressed without reference to past grievances
or wrong. We feel that in according us the right to the second article
of the 3ill of Rights, that it is the right of every man to bear arms in
the defense of his country, the War Department has in good faith started
.« the first step to restore us all rights as citizens of the United States.
We feel that the issue of expressing our loyalty has been confused. We
believe in fighting for our rights but we believe that fighting for our
country and our ideals is the most immortant thing when our country is at
war trying to uphold those ideals for which we stand. We shall register,
we are loyal, we shall fight for the United States.

/s/ Other Residents of Topaz
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APPENDIX E

TRANSTATION OF SPEECH DELIVERED BY AN ISSEI AT MINIDOKA

I am addressing you as an Issei. Last year the government allowed all
of us in the assembly centers to make application for repatriation. Of the
110,000 evacuees in the different centers, the newspapers reported that there
were less than 3,000 applicants. You can readily see, then, that 100,000 of
our people intend to remain in the United States, regardless of the present
conflict. Tonight we are considering the Japanese in America and not the
Japanese nation. We are concerned with what will become of us in the United
States.

The United States Army is now giving the Nisei the ovportunity of
volunteer enlistment in a combat unit. This action seems to me to be due to
the fact that the American people are convinced that the evacuation of the
American citizens was unnessary. They are treating them as loyal American
citigens.

We Issel formulated a plan years ago to educate our children as
American citizens and we taught them to be loyal to this country as any
other citizen. We based our decision in this matter on two fundamental °
thoughts: First, one's natural affection for the country in which he was °
born, and second, the moral code under which we, the Issel, were brought up.

Years ago, I was employed by the United States Devartment of Justice,
to assist them in a seal poacher's case, I was sent to Valdez, Alaska,
where I found twenty-two Japanese poachers under arrest. Among them there
was a Caucasian man, whose name was Webb. He was born of British parents
in Ogasawarajima, Japan, and had joined the crew of the schooner as a seal-
hunter. One day, he said to me, M"Some of my American friends have advised
me to become an American citizen because I am eligible due to my parentage.
But, Mr. Okajima, I cannot permit myself to take an oath against the country
to which I was born and brought up." I thought then that it was the most
natural thing for him to feel that way. I am sure, too, that every Nisei
feels the same way toward this country.

There is another thing I want to say in regard to this. A friend of
mine in San Francisco, vhose eldest son was drafted in the United States Army
some eight months before the declaration of war between the United States
and Japan, wrote a letter to his friend, Admiral Goto, in Japan, mentioning
this fact. The Admiral wrote back to this friend of mine, congratulating
his son who was serving in the United States Army. He added that he sincerely
hoped his son would fight ‘gallantly for the United States and that he would
achieve distinction in its service, thus bringing glory to the Japanese race.
This is because of the code of ethics under which we have been educating
our children, wholeheartedly, to be citizens of this country and to serve
it faithfully.

Now, the Army wants our Nisei to volunteer for combat duty. I believe
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Translation of Speech (cont.)

that what they do in regard to this will play an important part in the future
of our people in this country.

4 question was raied by someone in the audience, as to whether the
government would guarantee the citizenship of the Nisei before they volun-
teered. I can say that is a very unnecessary question due to the fact that
the 14th Amendment of the United States Constitution plainly states that
"All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the
Jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the state
wherein they reside."™ XNo one man, aven the President of the United States,
can deprive the Wisei of their ‘citigenship. Is there any greater guarantee
of the citizens of the United States, now and forever.

I want to call your attention to the fact that the American reople,
as a whole, are a truth-loving and truth-seeking people. Who are backing
Hirabayashi, Xorematsu and the other test cases? The American people, Did
any one of us contribute anything, morally or otherwise, towards fighting
for them? Mrs. Farquharson, who was here recently, said an American Army
officer had sent a check for $25.00 to the committee backing Eirabayashi.

Americans are not exceptiorms to the adage that "it is human to err
and divine to forgive". But when they find they are mistaken, they have
the couraze to try to correct it. If they have made mistakes in the past,
your children, as American citizens, should share the consequences of these
mistakes. My advice to you is to forget the past and look to the future.
Let the Nisel do their duty toward the country in which they were born and
to which theylave allegiances.

I know it is hard for you fathers and mothers to send your sons to
the front. If you should want compensation for it, it is not measurable,
Tfor the wealth of the United States or the riches of the whole world would
not be enough. 3But that is not the question. The principle involved is
that since our children were born here, they belong here. Morally speaking,
they do not belong to us, but to their country. I believe our attitude
towards this princivle will be extremely important for the future welfare
and hapniness of our own race in the United States. We should look to our
own moral code in this matter. We have given our children to this country
and we should regard them as such.

Let us act like brave men of our native country. Let us consider
first andabove all--the future of our children and their children's
children and all the generations to come who will live in this country.
Let us view this present situation from wider and larger perspectives.

(]
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REGISTRATION RETURNS

The registration results, as given in the following tables, were ob-
tained from hand tallies of the DSS Form 304-A and the Form WRA 126 Rev.
In Tables 1 and 2 of the Registration Returns, resmonses to question 28 are
listed by relocation centers for the following groups: (1) male citizens,
(2) female citizens, (3) male aliens, and (4) femele aliens. However, it is
important to note that the wording of this question was significantly differ

ent for the citizens and aliens. TFor the exact wording of the several forms
of the gquestion, sce Appendix A.

In interpreting the results given in Tables 1 and 2, the following
considerations should be kept in mind:

1. Responses to question 28 were obtained as a mart of the registration
program; henece they were subject to all the abnormal conditions and
influences which existed during registration, stressed in the body
of the report.

The wido variation in returns - from 48.9% affirmative answers smong
male citizens at Manzanar to 97.5% affirmatives among the same group
at Gransda - derives in part from the wide variations in the presen-
tation of the question to ovacuees in different centers. More
generally, individual responses have been conditioned by at loast
four sorts of wvariation in presentation:

2. Variation in proscntation and methods of registration
anong the ten relocation centers.

b. Variation in the intmrpretétion of quostion 28 among
the ten relocation centers.

Variation in the interoretation of guestion 28 among
interviewers at s particular relocatlon center.

d. Variation in the interpretetion of question 28 as
registration progresscd.

The tallics of the DSS 304-A ond WRA 126 Rev. indicate the original
rosponses to question 28. It is estimated that approximately 2000
changes of answer (non-affirmative to “yes“) have been received to
date, A detailed analysis of those changes of answer is not yet
available,

Table 3 indicates the por cent of the nersons answering Myes" and
"no! respectively to question 28 who have (1) one or more family members
in Japan, (2) threec years! residence and two years'! schooling in Japan
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Registration Roturns (cont.)

since 1934, (3) registered with the Japancse Consul to estnablish Japanese
citizenshiv, (4) requested repatriation, (5) onc or both parents interned,
and (6) beon convicted of criminal offenses. The first four factors may
be significont with rospect to fMyes" and "no" answers; however, the last
two show no significant differences,

The tebles were preparcd by the Relocation Planning Division.
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Registration Returns (cont.) Relocation Planning Division
June 19, 1943

Table 1. RESPONSES TO QUESTION 28 (Form 304-A) BY RELOCATION CENTER
Male Citizens of Japancse Ancestry, 17 Yecars of Age and Older

Total Total Non Non
Relocaticn Elig. to Total Acct'd Yes Affirm. No c Affirm, Mo Reply
Center Register Registered for Anqwersl/ Reply Answorsl/

Mumber Number Number Number Number ~ Number Petb,

Central FHawaii 163 163 163 25 138 0 847
Utah 1.8, 1490 1490 1490 1026 1,61, 0 31,1
Colorado

River ( 3405 30192/ 2607 59 81.0 18,5
Gila

River 2588 25883/ 1663 3 6.2 36.7

Granada 1342 12682/ 1236 975 203
Heart,

Yountain 1963 1963 1609 4 4 82.0 d2u0

SRt e

Hawaii 1580 35 Sl R - B L
Jerome 1,8, 1591 1237 o M R R

Manzanar 1909 1885 921 48.9 2 50,9

Minidoka 1603 1586 1540 974l k.5

‘Rohwer 1608 14105/ 1150 8125 17.9

Tule Lake 2960 23306/ 23202/ 1527 65.8 3.1
Total 20,692 19,992 19,285 14,208 73,7 251

Footnotes: See next pape.
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Registration Returns (cont.) - Footnotes, Table 1

Includes a few qunlified answers,
These figures are obtained from tellies made in Washington Offices.

Tally in Washington of 1088 records andded to Tally of 1414 made at
Project.

491 tallied at Project, 894 in Washington.

Of this total, 1263 were talliod nt the Center; 147 were tallied in
the Washington 0ffice.

This total was obtained from o raﬁort on the Tule Lieke registration
by John D. Cooke, Reports Officer.

Sources All figures, excluding footnoted exceptions were obtained from
letters or wires sent from the Relocntion Centers to the Wash-
ington Office, All figures arc based on hand tallies of the
Selcctive Service Form DSS 304-A.
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Relocation Planning Division

June 19, 1943
Teble £ RES;EjSES 7O QUESTION 28 (Form /RA-126 Rev.) BY RELOCATION C
=~ gnd F 3ij

NI
CHALE A 2
iiale and Female Aliens emale Citimens of Japanese Ancestry, 17 Tears of Age and Older

Sex Total Total Forms @ Jhuber . Percent

nelocation & Blig. to Registered A4cct!d :  Ye . Non- ., No : Non—- ., No
Center Nativity Regis, For 3 Affirm.f/ Reply . Affimn.i/ Reply

lale Alien 1783 17335 1594
Central 'em, Alien 1200 1200
Utah Female Cit, 1444 1444
lale Alien 3455 3455
Jolorado Fem, Alien 2400 2400
Hiver Female Cit, 3168 3168
.2le Alien P51 2750
fila Fem, Alien 1381 1B71T
Hiver Female Cit, 2394 2394
ifale flien 1R36 1236
Fem, Alien' 887 887
Granada Female Cit. Sl T5iT
liale Alien 2269 2269 2244
heart Fem, Alien 1519 1518 ! 1495
“ountain Female Cit, 1844 1844 1758
Male Alien} 1558 1558 1218
Fem, Alien’ 1079 1079 893
Jeraome Female Cit, , 1576 1578 1263
lale Alien®/ 2032 2032 32 2008
Fem. Alien®/ 1297 1297 - 1255
Manzanar Female Cit. 1632 1832 901
Male Alien 2157 2 By 1897
Fem, Alien 1663 1683 1513
winidoks'  Female Cit. 1459 1459 1416
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Footnotes:. See next.page




Registration Returns (cont,)
CONFIDENTIAL

Sex Total Total Forms 3 Tumber
Relocation & Flig, to Hegistered Acct'd ¢ Ton—
Center Hativity Regisa.. B Affirm

Percent

=g i € Non-= No
3/ Reply  : - artirm Reply

L L

Hale Alien 1813 1813 1776 10

Fem, Alien’ 1051 1051 1051 5

Rohwer Female Cit,, 1419 1419 1321 53
Male Alien 3075 1844 1803 9

Tuale Fem, Alien 2016 1467 1430 7
Lake Female Cit. R7E3 2265 2051 4L7
ifale Alien R=080 20847 20254 375

Fem, Alien’ 18013 14460 14684 =80

Total Female Cit, 18030 18512 17503 2261
GRAND TOTAL 56123 53819 51841 2916
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1/ Aliens answered the following revised form of Question £8:

"{ill you swear to abide by the laws of the United States and to take no action which would in any way inter-
fere with the war effort of the United States?"

g/ Revised figure. In previous registration aliens answered the following question:

"Aire you sympathetic to the United States of America and do you faithfully agree to defend the United States
from any or all attack by either foreign or domestic forces?"

Results of previous registration as follows:

Forms Acct'd For Yes Yes Qualified No No Reply

2059
860 163
i k8 214 b

lale Aliens
Female Aliens

§/ Includes Yes Qualified, No, and No Qualified responses.

i

Source: Hand tallies of Form WRA-126 (Rev.) made at the Relocation Centers; results sent to Washington by wire.




CONFIDENTIAL
Wer Relocation Authority
Relocation Planning Division
‘ June 19, 1943
COMPARISON OF YES AND NO ANSWERS TO QUESTION 28 (FORMS DSS 304-4 AND WRA 126-REV,)
WITH RESPECT TC SIa FACTORS:
Male and Female Citizens of Japanese Ancestry, 17 Years of Age and Older

Registration Returns (cont.)
o 8

Table 3,

Percent&/
Regis. With Jap,
Consul to Estab,
Jap. Citizenship

With oné
or Both
Parents

Center Sex Total
Regis-
tered

Responses

Ques, 28
Total Yes No

With Family With 3 yrs. rese.
Member in & 2 yrse. school
Japan in Japan since

Convicted
of ecrimin
Offenses

Reguested
Repatriation

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

1934

Interned

Yes

(5)

No
(6)

Yes
(7)

No
(8)

b=
50
b [N

No
(10)

Yes

No

(11) (12)

Yes

(13}

No

(14)

Yes No
(15) (16)

M
F

1653
1444

1105
826

653
683

452
143

19.4
16.9

70.1
7642

B
Vad

4645
32,2

78.1
993

i &
o\

292
349

(0]

TI
r

3405
3168

3161
2132

2591
3002

570
130

LR i
39,2

4548
0.0

48
Dl

21 .2
0.0

4149
2¢3

13.9
2e3

a0
.6
1

M
F

2588
2394

2499
2393

1599
2150

S00
243

4649
£6.5

Lol
£e0

1320
11,1

2

6243
71,6

M
F

1342
1311

1243
857

1282
856

21
1

Tots

o

»

F

1963
1844

1862
1811

1609
1753

254
58

47.0

12.6

-

L]

6542

i
F

1591
1576

1255
1349

895
1063

360
286

30.6
21,1

»

342
Red

~2jo oalos e~ vl H e -ajo w0

= &

23s7
a2

L

M
B

1909
1632

1799
LLOA

821
901

978
563

4346

i—l
.

2L.e6

o

4343
3847

9
9
3
9

a
A
1
r?
7

M
F

1603
1459

b,
1426

1297
116

30
10

34,8

28,9

M
F

1608
1419

1401
1304

1150
Baok

251
23

61. O

=
&

4046

M
P

2330
2265

2268
2035

1487

M

19992

GRAND TOTAL 38504

ler‘
Total F 18512 29 é’ 919 8o 3323 ‘6!7
6,1

Footnotes:

See next page,
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Registration Returns (cont,)--Footnotes Table 3

[

--Indicates percent not computed since base is less than 100.
*Less than .05 percent.

1/ These figures represent only those persons whose records were included in
this tally, The number of "yes" and "no" responses which totals 34517 in
this table does not coincide with the total number of responses accounted
for in Tables 1 and 2 for the citizen group since all of these records were
not available for the tally of Table 3,

2/ The percents are calculated with respect to the total number of "yes" and
no" responses in cols. 3 and 4 respectively. For example, col. 5 indicates
the percent of total number of persons responding "yes" to Question 28
who have family members in Japan; col. 6 indicates the percent of "no"
rcsponses who have family members in Japan,

Source: Hand tallies of Form DSS 304=4 and Form WRA 126-Rev, -




