
A STATEMENT OF GUIDING PPTHCXPLKS OF THE 
WAR R' LOCATION AUTHORITT 

1. The "Tar Relocation Authority reoognises that the fore most task before 
the people of this country is to win the war* ?his means conce ntra-
ting on flrhttttg the enemy - rather than fighting amon g ourselves, 
and using 11 the available manpower where it oan do the ̂ os t 500d. 

2. We hare f ith in the veriern democratic way of life, with eq ual rights, 
privileges, and responsibilities for all, regardless of r& ee, creed, 
or national origin. 

5. ve assume  that  the great majority of the people of Japanese ancestry 
now in this country will stay here during the war and aft erward. 

4. ¥© have confidence in the ability of the hnmA force«! to w age the war, 
and or the a*t orixed intelligence agencies of the govern ment to give 
proper »uwill«nc© to all suspected or potential enemies w ithin our 
country, 

5. We believe th*t it is possible to distinguish between the loyal and the 
disloyal people of âpan* ae ancestry, as well as with oth er national or 
racial groups, to a degree vhich will insure the national s ecurity. 

6. We believe loyalty grows and sustains itself only when i t is given a 
chance. t cannot flourish in an atmosphere of suspicion and disoriaina-

7 # Steps which this government takes to suppress or discrim inate against 
the people now in relocation centers give weight  a  bo  the encmy^ argu-
ment that the tJnited Motions are waging a race war. This arg ument is 
used  in  propaganda directed h b the peoples of the Pacific area, and 
others -ahcse collaboration with the United Nation» can h elp to speed up 
the day of victory. 

8. Repressive or discriminatory treatment of people of Ja panese anoestry 
in relocation centers will be used by the «Japanese mili tarists as a pre-
text for reprisals against knerioaa prisoners of war and Xm erican Civilians 
hsld by the Japanese government. 

tion 



August 10, 1942 

POLICY 0»  ÀOi-ilN i SIRAIIVE  PROCSPPRES 

War Relocation Authority 

The War Relocation Authority has from the outlet followed a 
policy of deoentral i «at ion in the handling of administr ative services» 
The Authority has intended to saake regional and project off ices very 
largely self-sufficient so far as administrative author ity and responsi-
bility are concerned. The purpose of this discussion is to re view the 
distribution of responsibility under which the Authorit y is now operating 
and to outline additional steps which should be taken to m ake effective 
the Authority's basic policy of decentralisation« 

In determining future action, the Authority must be gu ided not 
only by its own administrative requirements but also by t he fast that 
it is a constituent agency of the Office for Emergency Mana gement» As 
such, the Authority is governed by certain basic admini strative and legal 
requirements, particularly the following provision fro m paragraph 3 of 
the Appropriation Act of the Office for Emergency Manage ments 

"That the constituent agencies (except the lar Shipping 
Administration) of the Office for Emergency Management 
and the Office of Price Administration shall not establi sh, 
in the District of Columbia or in the field, fiscal, per-
sonnel, procurement, space allocation or procurement, 
duplicating, distribution, communication, or other gene ral 
services, wherever the Director of the Bureau of the Budg et 
determines that the Division of Central Administrative 
Services can render any such service." 

Any decision of the Authority, Involving the establishm ent of administra-
tive services covered by this provision, will be subjec t to review and 
approval by the Bureau of the Budget» 

Budgets 

At present the War Relocation Authority is operating und er an 
appropriation based upon budget estimates prepared very la rgely in the 
Washington office» The estimates were based upon plans for the expected 
number of Relocation Centers» They were broken down by a spects of the 
program rather than by projects» The appropriation has bee n apportioned 
and allotted on the basis of budgets prepared in regional offices. These 
budgets, generally speaking, are divided by projects wi thout specific 
provision for aspects of the program» 

It is proposed that in the future budget estimates be prepar ed by 
individual projects, broken down by aspects of the progra m and by objects 



of expenditure. After review by regional office«, project b udget» will 
be submitted to Washington for consolidation, for approva l, and for pre-
•entation to the Bureau of the Budget and Congress. 

Fiscal Ma ,agement 

At present the War Relocation Authority maintains no fisc al control 
accounts. Funds of the Authority are allotted to the centr al or regional 
fisoal offices of the OEM on order of designated HIHA offic es. All Touchers 
covering expenditures for the WRA are audited and certifi ed by 0W. fiscal 
officers. Allotments this fiscal year have been made by re gions with 
funds subjeot to raetaorandum administrative control by p rojects. 

It is proposed that henceforth project funds be allotte d to pro-
ject directors, that each Belooation Center be authorised to maintain 
control fisoal accounts, that it audit vouchers and certif y all vouchers 
arising because of expenditure of project funds. Within eac h project 
allotment, funds will be earmarked by aspects of the progr am and be 
subjeot to memorandum administrative control. This propos al involves no 
change in the handling ef funds allotted to regional office s. They will 
continue to be aooounted for by the OEM. Sinoe the bulk of the  Authority's 
expenditures are for project purposes, however, most of t he WRA fisoal 
work will, in fact, be performed by project fisoal office s. 

Cost Accounting 

At present a general cost aooounting system, based larg ely upon 
an estimate of the needs of the Authority for oost informat ion, is 
prescribed in Administrative Instruction No. 1». This plac es the re-
sponsibility for maintenance of cost accounts upon project fisoal of-
fices. miile no change in the basio responsibility for kee ping oost 
accounts is contemplated, it is proposed that various ope rating divisions 
of the Authority review their needs for oost informatio n end submit for-
mal requests for regular or special reports from the co st accounting 
section. Sinoe the value of oost aocounts will be largely lo st if they 
are not uniformly maintained at all centers, any proposal s for modifying \ 
the cost accounting system or for establishing regular oos t reports laust 
be approved by the appropriate regional office and submit ted to Washington 
for authorisation. 

Hwii vnmmto 

At present virtually all purchasing for field offices is p erforated  v 

on suthority of regional supply officers by the Office for E mergency jS 
management or purchasing officers of the  Army* Only limited emergency 
purchasing authority is vested in project procurement o fficers. 

It is proposed that concurrent with the establishment of f isoal 



responsibility in the project« each project be authorise d to exercise 
extensive purchasing authority and to issue purehase orde rs and bills 
of lading. 

Specifically, it is proposed thati 

1« Projects be authorised to requisition directly on Arngr D epots 
for subsistence supplies and such other supplies and equ ipment as are 
specifically designated for purchase through  Artsy channels. 

2. Projects be authorised to requisition directly from d esignated 
OEM purchasing offices office supplies and equipasnt and suc h other sup-
plies and equipment as are specifically designated for pu rchase through 
OEM. 

8. Projects be authorised to purchase directly all authoris e* 
categories of supplies and equipment not secured through the Army or the 
OEM. This will include, among other things, livestock whe ther procured 
from farnsers in the vicinity or from distant central mark ets, perishable 
food supplies, building materials, fuel, seed, other ma intenance and 
operation supplies, and transportation of persons end good s. 

It  here purchases involve the securing of priorities, reques ts for 
priority assistance will be submitted to the regional off ice. If the 
need for priorities can be secured from the field offices o f the War 
Production Board, requests will be handled by the region al offices directly. 
If not, they will be forwarded to the Washington office for p resentation 
to the WPB directly or through the Office for Emergency Management. 

As rapidly as possible, the War Belooation Authority will li mit 
its purchases from Army Depots to those supplies and equipme nt regularly 
procured by the Depots for Army use. Other materials not co mmonly 
requisitioned through Army sources will be purchased dir ectly by the 
projects. When purchases are made of Arqy goods which ca n be supplied 
from stock or which can be purchased under legal authoriti es of the Depot, 
the Army will bill the War Relocation Project involved monthly for the 
purchases made. The bill will be submitted on a reimburse ment voucher A 
(Form Ho. 1080) which must be audited and paid by the projec t within ten 
days after its receipt. If for a while it is neoessary to requ isition 
through Army sources supplies not stocked by the Depot an d net subject to 
purchase under the legal authorities of the Depot, the Depot will be 
authorised to purchase with  WSA funds. In such oases, billings for the 
purchases will go direct to the project fiscal office co ncerned. Until 
the projects are given full fiscal responsibility, similar arrangements ><"' 
will be worked cut with regional fisoal offices of the 0KM. 

Froperty Records 

Records on administrative property used in the Washingto n and 
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Statement by Dillon S. Hyer 
Director, far Relocation Authority 

Constitutional Principles Involved in the Selooation Prog ram 

The eroouation and relocation pr ogre in raise important q uestions of 
oonstitutionality. This is so booause two-thirds of the  persons o- J m n -
ese ancestry evacuated from West Coa st  military areas are oitiien. of the 
United States, and the great majority of the remainder ar e law-abiding aliens. 

It is the position of the War Relocation Authority that its  Leave 
Regulations are essential to the legal validity of the e vaouation and 
relooation program. These Loave Regulations establish a  procedure under 

lo b i o ™ i T l l ^ i r r *  1 ™-f i b l d i n ? I « « « relooation center to beoome reestablished in normal life. 

Te believe, in the first place, that the evacuations wtiJd a within 
the constitutional power of the H.tlonal Government. The concentration of 

that Coast by Japan, the possibility that an unknot and unr ecognis.1,1. 
minority of them might have greater allegiance to Japan t han to the United 

i n l L S ' * ™ r i , f h a t , t h e J » P " > r - A " r l 9 " n *  D <* ̂ c l ly .assimilated 
. i J ^ J !! !L I  0 f 0 0 ™r , U n l U e s o n t h e  Coast, and the danger of 
oivil disturbance due to fear and misunderstanding-all t hese facie, and 
related facts, created a situation which the Jiatio al Gove rnment could, we 
believe, deal with by extraordinary measures in the interes t of military 

I Z T t t i ' J ?  n e 8 d f ? r s p e e d 3 r e a t 9 d t h e  unfortunate necessity for evaoua-
ting the whole group instead of attempting to determine wh o were dangerous 
S S ° n l y t h 0 e e m l g h t b e  •«•••tad. That sane need made it 
impossible to hold adequate investigations or to grant hea rings to the 
evacuees totfcrcimAaracurtxJrtix  b e f o r e e T l l 0 H a t l | n >

 E 

• * • • • •«« " a s  originally determined upon, it was oontem-la-

w i t h i ^ t J f u X T ^ V i"  f r e e l l , n e d i a t 9 l v t 0  5° «»»her. they wanted 
within the United State, so long as they remained ou side of t he evacuated 
ares. Approximately 8.000 evacuees left the evacuated area voluntlrUy It 
that time and 5,000 of these have never lived in relocat ion center,. The 
decision to provide relooation centers for the evacuees w as not made until 

Z L ^ ?IT " a r a t i 0 n a a s d e o l d e d u P° n '  a n d  »•• »»d. largely be-

o f l l / S K ^ E °f J *  d a n f e r  ? h a t t h e  d resettle-menu of 112,000 people might oreate civil disorder. 

Detention within a relooation oenter is not, therefore, a n eoe s,ary 

S T P r T S S - "  1 3 n 0 t l n t e n d * d ^ be more t L n a tempor-
ary stage in the process of reletting the evacuees Into n ew homes and febs. 

The detemtion or internment of citizens of the United Stat e« against 
" « disloyalty or subversiveness have been <wde, or can ie 

the dl In  1 r g " t i a n t h B  * * * * * P e r l o d  ~ r y to scree 1- tie lo^l from 
^ ib  7  * tl  p r 0 V l d e t h e n 0 0 8 8 ' * r  guidance for relocation/is  be 
yond the power of the Tar Relocation Authority. In the first place.ntither 



the Congress, in our Appropriation Acts or any other legisl ation, nor the 
President, in the basic Executive Order No. 9102 under whio h we are opera-
ting, has directed the War Relooation Authority to carr y on such detention 
or internment. Secondly, lawyers will readily agree th-t an attempt to 
authorize such confinement would be very hard to reconcil e with the constitu-
tional rights of citizens. 

The Leave Regulations of the War Relooation Authroity, inst ead of 
providing for such internment of loyal citizens or law-abi ding aliens set 
up a procedure under whioh any evacuee may secure indefini te leave from a 
relocation center if he can meet the following, four condi tions--

1. WRA mçrst be satisfied from its investigation—that t here is no 
reason to believe issuance of leave to the particular evacue e 
will interfere with the war program or endanger the pub lic peace 
and security. 

2. The individual must have a job or means of employment. 

3. The community to which the individual wishes to go must be 
one in whioh evacuees can relocate without public disturba nce. 

4. The evacuee must agree to keep WRA notified of any change o f address. 

The 'far Relocation Authority is denying indefinite leav e to those eva-
cuees who request repatriation or expatriation to Japan o r who have ans-
wered in the negative, or refused to answer at all, a direc t question as to 
their loyalty to the United States, or against whom the Int elligence agenoies 
or WRA records supply direct evidenoe of disloyalty or su bversiveness. 
The great majority of the evacuees fall into none of thes e caisses, and 
are thus eligivle to leave under the Authority's Regulation s. 

On June 21, 1943, the Supreme Court of the United States ha nded down 
its decision in the case of Gordon Hirabayashi v. United States, Hira-
bayashi orders applicable to Japanese-Americans• The cou rt held that the 
ourfew was a valid exercise of the War Power. Although the q uestion of 
the validity of the evacuation orders was direotly presente d to the Court 
in that case, the Court did not decide that question. There is  evidence 
in the majority a^d concurring opinions of the Court in the  Hirabayashi case 
that, although it found the curfew to be valid, it believed  the evacuation 
orders present difficult questions of constitutional pow er, and detention 
wit in a relooation center even more difficult questions. M r. Justice 

Murphy, in his concurring opinion said concerning the ou rfew orders» "In 
my opinion this goes to the ery brink of constitutional p ower." Mr. 
Justice Douglas, in his concurring opinion said» "Deten tion for reasonable 
cause is one thing. Detention on account of ancestry i3 an other. . • . 
Obedience to the military orders is one thing. Whether an ind ividual member 
of a group must be afforded at some stage an opportunity to sh ow that, being 
loyal, he must be reclassified is a wholly different questi on« • . But if 
it were plain that no machinery was available whereby the in dividual could 
de onstsate his loyalty as a citizen in ordyr to be reclass ified questions 
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of  a more s rious character would be presented* The United Stat es, 
however, takes no such position." The Chief Justice, tn the majority 
opinion, was careful to point out that the Court was limi ting its decision 
to the ourfew orders and w e not considering the evacuation o rder?? or confine-
ment in a relocation oenter. 

More than a year has passed sinoe evaouation was begun. Durin g this 
year we have, of course, had time to make neoesaary investi gations and 
to be in the process of oonsidering the evacuees on an indivi dual basis. The 
Leave R e£ul tions are intended to provide the due process and hea ring which 
fair dealing, democratic procedures, and the American C onstitution all 
require. 

\  



Statement by Dillon S. Ityer 
Director, War Relocation Authority-

Constitutional Principles Involved in the Relocation P rogram 

The evacuation and relocation program raise important questions of 
constitutionality. This is so because two-thirds of the pe rsons of Japan-
ese ancestry evacuated from West Coast military areas are c itizens of the 
United States, and the great majority of the remainder are law-abiding aliens. 

It is the position of the War Relocation Authority that i ts Leave 
Regulations are essential to the legal validity of the evacu ation and 
relocation program. These Leave Regulations establish a pr ocedure under 
which the loyal citizens and law-abiding aliens may leav e a relocation center 
to become reestablished in normal life. 

We believe, in the first place, that the evaouationwas with in 
the constitutional power of the National Government. The c oncentration of 
the Japanese-Americans along the West Coast, the danger of invasion of 
that Coast by Japan, the possibility that an unknown and un recognizable 
minority of them might have greater allegiance to Japan tha n to the United 
States, the fact that the Japanese-Americans were not who lly assimilated 
in the general life of communities on the West Coast, and the danger of 
civil disturbance due to fear and misunderstanding—all these facts, and 
related facts, created a situation which the Natio al Gove rnment could, we 
believe, deal with by extraordinary measures in the intere st of military 
security. The need for speed created the unfortunate nece ssity for evacua-
ting the whole group instead of attempting to determine who  were dangerous 
among them, so that only those might be evacuated. That sa me need made it 
impossible to hold adequate investigations or to grant he arings to the 
evacuees  -frF-fa» 1» mm * x  knaaRKxaagAxyEfacK before evacuation. 

When the evacuation was originally determined upon, it was contempla-
ted that the evacuees would be free immediately to go any where they wanted 
within the United States so long as they remained our,si de of the evacuated 
ares. Approximately 8,000 evacuees left the evacuated ar ea voluntarily at 
that time and 5,000 of these have never lived in relocat ion centers. The 
decision to provide relocation centers for the evacuees was not made until 
some six weeks after evacuation was decided upon, and was made largely be-
cause of a recognition of the danger that the hasty and u nplanned resettle-
ment of 112,000 people might oreate civil disorder. 

Detention within a relocation center is not, therefore,  a necessary 
part of the evacuation process* It is not intended to be m ore than a tempor-
ary stage in the prooess of relocating the evacuees int o new homes and ,iobs. 

The detemtion or internment of citizens of the United St ates against 
wv om no charges of disloyalty or subversiveness have been made, or can be 
made, for longer than the minimum period necessary to scre en the loyal from 
the disloyal, and to provide the necessary guidance for re location, is be-
yond the power of the War Relocation Authority. In the first place, neither 



the Congress* in our Appropriation cts or any other legisla tion, nor the 
Presid it. In the basic xeeutive  Order No. 9102 under which we re opera-
ting, has directed the War Felooation Authority to carry on suoh detention 
or internment. Secondly, lawyers will readily agree th t an atte-pt to 
authorise sue  <  confinement woul<: be very hard to reconcile with the co nstitu-
tional rights of citizens* 

The Leave Regulations of the Tar Relocation Authroity, in stead of 
providing for such internment of loyal citizens or law- abiding allsnE set 
up a pro^dure under which any evacuee »ay secure indefinite le«ve from a 
relocation cent r if he can meet the follow-in*- four con ditions— 

1. ?JRA must be satisfied from its investigation--that th ere is no 
reason to believ issuance of lerre to the particular evacu ee 
will interfere with the war program or endanger the public peace 
and security. 

2. The individual mast have a job or means of employment. 

3. he owaiattnity to which the individual wishes to go roust be 
one in which evacuees can relocate without public distur bance. 

4. The evacuee nust apr^e to keep  TEA notified of any change of address. 

The Tar Relocation Authority is denying indefinite leave to those eva-
cuees who request repatriation or expatriation to Japan or who hf.ve ans-
wered in the negative, or refused to answer at all, a dirsot question as to 
their loyalt to the United States, or against whom the Intel ligence agencies 
Oi R records supply direct evidenoe o<* disloyalty or cubvere tveness. 
The great majority of th< evacuees fall into none of these oa lsses, and 
are thus elisrivlf to leave under the Authority's Kegul ations. 

On June 21, 1943, the Supreme Court of the United States hande d down 
its decision in the caae of Gordon Hirabayashi v. United Stat es. Hira-
bayashi orders applicable to Japanese-Americans. The cour t held that th© 
curlew was a valid exeroise of the War Power. Although the qu estion of 
the validity of the evacuation orders was Hreetly present ed to the Court 
in that o so, the Court did not decide that question. There i s evidence 
in the majority and concurring opinion« of the Court in t he Hirabayashi case 
that, alt 1 ourh it found the curfew to be valid, it believed the evacu ation 
orders present dif icult questions o^ constitutional powe r, anl detention 
wit In a relocation eenter ron mo e difficult questions. Mr. Justice 

"urphy, in his concurring o Inion said concerning the curfe w ordersi "In 
my opinion this goes to the ery brink of constitutional pow er." Mr. 
Justice ~ou£lac, in his concurring opinion saidi "Deten tion for reasonable 
oause is one thirg. Detention on account o^ ancestry is ano ther. . . . 
Obedience to the military orders is on« thin*;, Whether an individual member 
of a group must be afforded at sons stage an opportunity to show that, being 
loyal, he must be reclassified is a wholly different ques tion. • . But if 
it wwre plain that no machinery was available whereby the individual could 
do onstrato his loyalty ss a oltlsem in  or&ur to be reclassified questions 



of a more s rious oharaoter would be presented. The United Sta tes, 
however, takes no such position." The Chief Justice, in the majority 
opinion, was careful to point out that the Court was limit ing its decision 
to the curfew orders and w^s not considering the evacuati on orders or confine-
ment in a relocation center. 

More than a year has passed since evacuation was begun. Du ring this 
year we have, of course, had time to make necessary investiga tions and 
to be'rin the process of considering the evacuees on an i ndividual basis. The 
Leave Regulations are intended to provide the due process and hearing which 
fair dealing, democratic procedures, and the American Co nstitution all 
require. 
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ROUND T ABLE DI SCU SSI ON WI T H MEMBERS OF WAR 

K&LuOAT I ON a u t h o r i t y 

June 5, 1942 

Guests present were: Mr. gimme1, Industrial Division from 
Washington 

Col. Harpold, Army Quartermaster 
Division 

Col. Hughes, Army Quartermaster Division 
Mr. Cull, war Relocation Authority, 

(with Singer Sewing Machine Go.) 
Mr. J5.  L. J3tancliff,  Industrial Division 

from San Jrrancisco «f 

Mr. JKAmmel: In the centers, there will be opportunities in 
agricultural service and professional service 
that any community has; have some kind of indus-
trial and manufacturing activity. 

Question: What things will be feasible? What ideas would 
you have? 

Mr. gimme1; Now, there must be a good many things that y ou 
have in mind yourselves. That's what I'm inter-
ested in finding out so we will know what we can 
do, how to go about setting it up, whether it 
should be community or public enterprise, what 
the market should be, what to make at centers. 

Could I have the list of the people here, their 
occupation and cross section of the country? 

(Members introduced by Mr. Moriwaki.) 

Mr. gimme1: I have a friend - two gentlemen in import and e x-
port business who were formerly in the market for 
about 8,000 pairs of Japanese sandals. Can they 
be produced and made, similar ones, in America? 

Answer; There is a possibility. They're used for showers 
and. things like that. 

Mr, Kiinmel: Would they replace bedroom slippers? 

Answer: I don't know. They were made of xmbber until now 
but hemp now. 

Hirano: Statistics as to who constitutes and what group and 
what percentage at this center is as follows: 

7800  approximately are here at present. 



2500 from San Francisco County group 
1500 from Oakland, Alameda County group 
1300 from Berkeley, Contra Costa group 
1000 from South Alameda County 

^00 from area here to San Mateo peninsula 
district. 

This comprises the approximate 78OO here. 

Of this group, small businessmen such as laundries, 
cleaners, small shopkeepers, grocerymen and others 
number 2200. 

Domestics, such as, houseboys, gardeners, oare-
takers, valets, day workers, janitors, etc., number 
448^. 

armers number 750, principally from Mr. Fujii's 
istrict - Southern Alameda District. 

Hurserymen 350 from his district (pointing to Mr. 
Moriwaki) and from San. Mateo chrysanthemum growers. 

That comes close to the total of  78OO. 

Heads of the family representing this amount comes 
to about half of the figures given that can be put 
to any productive work. If it's in small industry, 
half because half constitute small and young 
children, half constitute heads of family or 
-grown son or daughter or wife that can possibly 
work. 

Mr. Stancliff: No specific count for those under 16 years o f 
age? That's a much larger percentage than we get 
from the census of children or youths under 16 
years I think. 

Answer: We made a survey recently of 15 and under. Took th is 
survey for milk. There were about 1?62 at this time 
You can get an approximate from this figure because 
it's just a year under 16. 

Mr. Stancliff: About i of your population. How many famil y 
heads? 

Answer: Total family heads estimated at about £ of the tota l 
population - about 4 to an average family. 

Mr, Kimmel: Approximately or are there some regulations on 
that? 

Mr. Gunther: That's in the records, also by classification. 



Mr, Kimmel: Have persons experienced to interview with the i dea 
of finding out secondary occupation they would like to go 
into. Commencing with next week, set up an employment 
office interviewing so many hours - large groups. 

Mr. Gunther: We are planning to make that occupational sur vey. 
Took information from U.S. Employment Office blank and 
set up our own - also from my W.P.A. experience. 

Question: Have any ideas of small industry of any kind that ma y 
be feasible? That we think that we might be able to use 
there? Women as well as the men. Perhaps in the big pro-
duction that involves sewing. Japanese are quite handy a t 
sewing and handcraft. 

Answer: Have no definite industry in mind. If we could talk i t 
over and make a concrete presentation, inasmuch as th e vast 
number of our population has no experience in farming, we 
thought that that would be the best plan to present. We 
wanted to know whether you had any definite plan or whether 
we could discuss these matters with you and perhaps formulat e 
some plan. It's definitely known that certain groups from 
various districts certainly are not adaptable to farming 
as to industrial way. Anyone could be adapted. They are 
skillful and noted for handcraft. The adaptability could 
be quickly done. 

Mr. Cull: Have any run a power sewing machine? 

Answer: Some of us have had small experience like sewing 
shirts, trousers and things like that. 

Mr. Cull: Perhaps by experience would be more acoustomed t o 
tailoring than farming. From my experience, they are very 
skillful in machines. It would be very well. That would 
be just one phase of the industrial project. 

Answer: Handcraft? There's a shortage of brooms. We may b e 
able to make brooms if raw materials are furnished. We 
have no shoe repairing. A large percentage in this group 
would like something to do. All would like work of some 
kind where they are not used to agriculture. Like in 
Manzanar, we're all anatious to have something to do - con-
structive employment — not to keep busy. 

Mr. Stancliff: The desirable thing to do is to start taking an 
inventory of the talent - make own clothes, sizes of shoes, 
cots, etc. 

Answer: We heard that the Army has already ordered clothing  for 
people in camps. There was a person who was conculted in 
San Francisco. He's in the haberdashery business. He was 
consulted on the sizes the Japanese ordinarily wear. The 
huge order is already in. 



Answer: I suppose so, 

Question: Is the location of this industrial center all s et? 

Answer: No» 

Cluestion: Yesterday, when I heard this, my immediate react ion 
was that firestly consider the industrialization of certai n 
localities which must be accessible to transportation, 
must be near a place where power line is supplied, must be 
climatically so that maximum efficiency can be had for they 
are not used to adverse climate. Those are some things 

to be considered inasmuch as definite plans have not been 
made yet. Definite centers can be created for this specific 
industrial center to supply needs of the nation and var ious 
camps, 

Mr. Stancliff: Of course, you understand the problem we hav e was 
to get agricultural possibility. All the sites won't be 
ideal from a standpoint. Certain percentage would like to 
work in industries. You'll find that in every center. I n 
Manzanar, some were not accustomed to farming, like the 
fishermen, so are making nets. War Relocation Board is try-
ing to work that out. We're getting ideas fran all stand -
points to maintain camps. They have to have fresh vegetabl es 
and all that, too. 

Answer: It might be easier if worked similar to foreign trad e. 
If you can't get centers to be self supporting, have them 
trade. 

Mr. Kimmel: You can do that without separating your communi ties. 
You can balance them. 

Answer: One or two can make clothing, other projects can mak e 
beds and bedding, 

Question: From the conversation held here, would they be ab le 
to tell how many could work in industrial plants? 

Mr. Cull; I certainly would be in favor of this group makin g 
clothes for women and children. The adaptability could 
be very simple because power machines are different. 

Answer: If they're taught, they'd catch on. 

Mr. Cull: Japanese women have learned very quickly. 

Question: How is the laundry run? 

Answer: The people just wash by hand. We're considering that 
project where we can have some outside laundry take care 
of that. 



Mr, Stancliff: There is one being constructed with the hos pital 
in the relocation centers. We all realize this is tempora ry. 
It takes a little tirae to get all the things worked out. 

Kol. Harpold: How many physicians in this group? 

Answer: Six. There are about six M.D.'s who have taken State 
examinations. Four or five going to take it at the end of 
this month. About 11 or 12 licensed M.D.'s in this group. 

Question: How much confined illness is there to date? Actua lly 
at the hospital here? 

Answer: Average from 20 to 25 here. This is like an infirmary. 
The 0 ounty has been taking T.B. and isolated cases, etc. 
There are about 40 outside. There are many cases of measles h ere 
- communicable diseases. 

Question: Any vaccinations taken - plan for certain thing s? 

Answer: Yes, Had 7 babies born over the Memorial Day holid ay, 
43 coming up this month. 

Mr. Stancliff. The population here is growing fast. 

Answer: As far as the medical staff is concerned, we think  we 
have one of the best. 

Question: How many nurses do you have? 

Answer: 6 or 7 registered nurses. About 12 and more in tr aining. 

Question: What's happened to the educational courses v&ere 
you left off upon coming here? 

Mr. Kimmels Can't take that until they get to the pemanent 
centers. Provisions are being made for everybody includin g 
college, arrangements have been made. 

Answer: We have plenty of talents and could adjust ourselve s to 
any situation that would be fitting with the group. If 
you gentlemen would allow us to sort of take these things 
over, we can fill in that small industrial plant. We can 
adapt ourselves in a reasonable time. 

Mr, Kimmel: We're primarily interested in cultural and ind us-
trial problems. Schools would be operated by the public 
school system. 

Question: What line of industry? 

Mi-. Stancliff: Any that will adapt itself to quick install ation 
without a lot of heavy machinery. If you can get together 
and make suggestions and send them in to us, we can assure 
you that they will have careful consideration here and in 



Washington, men and women getting together and thinking 
out what you can do. It's desired to make yourself self 
supporting community. Our purpose in coming out here is 
getting you to teil us what you think you can do and getting 
ideas. 

Manzanar would be different from here. They have laundries , 
schools, machines and other equipment that we might be able 
to use in accordance with our program. 

Question: We'd like that information: 

Mr. Kimmel: Provision is being made to move that equipment . If 
there are any general questions about permanent relocatio n 
centers — 

Question: Heard rumors that this big dorm - men's dorm - was 
to be used for sewing project to make camouflage nets - is 
that a probability? 

Mr. Kimmel: Provision has been made with the Army engine ers for 
about 200,000 such nets. Arrangements have been made to 

send that material to Santa Anita and Manzanar. 

Question: At the relocation area, what kind of facilities  will 
they have? Will they be adequate? When we first came in 
here, we were assured there will be ample facilities in 
hospitals. There would be drugs and dentist chairs and 
enough facilities to take care of the needs of 8000 people 
here. We came in here, had to wait 4 weeks before drugs came 
in, dentist chairs have not as yet come in. Could you give 
us some assurance that everything will be prepared before 
we are relocated? 

Mr. Kimmel: Very careful plans have been made for hospit als and all 
those things that any normal American is permitted to have. 
In building all those hospitals, some improvements have t o 
be made after you get there. Manzanar Hospital is under 
construction at the present time.  We'll staff them with 
your own professional people. Temporary hospital is not 
adequate. We try to have all the facilities available as 
quickly as possible that we have in any other American 
community. 

Mr. Stancliff: They should be better than local communities . 

Answer: It*s important because of the mass movement. 

Col. Harpold: Insofar as activity in this center is conce rned, 
how do you select who does what? 

Answer: Great many were made by appointment by the Admin istration 
heads according to experience, etc. Mess halls by recuitin g 
people from various mess sections. Teachers in groups. 
Doctors and nurses and dentists. 



Col. Harpolds Any dentists? 

Answer: Yes. They have just their own personal equipmen t. 

Col. Harpold: What type of work could the Army send in here? 
Give some thought along that line. 

Answer: Read of evacuation from Sacramento and Salinas to Tu le 
Lake but here in this center, Tanforan, facilities are 
gradually coming up. Conditions are improving so that we 
could stay here until the relocation center is complete, 
utilize our manpower so that we can contribute to the war 
cause, not to speed up this relocation just for the sake of 
movement but to time it because we have to think of our 
wives and children. It would be different if it were all 
men. In the meantime, we could be using our efforts along 
constructive channels, 

The clothes problem is very acute. You wear out shoes -
perhaps we could work on clothing? 

Mr. Stancliff: I think so. We can get individual sewing machi nes. 
What is the possibility of getting W.P.A. machines? 

Mr. Gunther: I don f t know. 

Mr. Stancliff: Know of any shoemakers that have any equipmen t 
stored? 

Answer: Quite a few. 

Question: The one problem we have here is personal service li ke 
barber shop, shoe repair is in urgent need, have been askin g 
for these from our Advisory Council people. We've been her e 
five weeks and some things are very urgent. Would like to 
know what steps will be taken to provide them here. 

Mr. Stancliff: The reception center is under the command h ere in 
this district of the Army. At the relocation it will be 
under the war Kelocation Authority, civilian controlled, 
that's why we're trying to rush as fast as we can. 

Are there any barbers in here? 

Answer: Yes, there are about 20 barbers. 

Mr. Stancliff: Find any shoe repeir machines - where they a re 
stored. 

Answer: Mr. Gunther is representing the Administration. I t 
will be a wonderful thing if we could get this industrializa -
tion of clothing, barbers and different things started - f rom 
personal effect to setting up that machinery in this cente r 
as an experimental basis so that we know exactly what the 
problems will be. If we can get that in a small way, we 



will be better equipped for larger things. 

Mr. Kimmel: Are the shoe repairmen and barbers willing to ge t 
ahead right away? Find what equipment is stored. We'll 
do what we can to move it through the channels that we 
oontrol. 

Answer: Another problem we feel is very important. We wou ld like 
to have a cooperative store managed by the people for the 
people so that it would give employment to so many and profi ts 
would revert back for educational purpose to help those l ess 
fortunate. They have a canteen run by the Army and we don't 
get the articles as necessary to the well being of our 
people. We're not allowed to have a cooperative of our ow n 
here. It's a source of discomfort and irritation. 

Mr, Stancliff: The relocation centers will be run by yo urselves 
and cooperatives will be discussed as tc how you would want to 
run them - profits to go to home community, those would be 
decided by yourselves - own administration of governme nt. 
It's difficult to do here because of the way it has to be 
handled. Can't decide that here but will take them back and 
consider them. At the relocation centers, you will make your 
own plans and carry on as you want to. It is a hardship for 
the women folks and children. That's what we're interested 
in at the moment - as quickly as possible to get you into 
normal living. That's the thing we're concerned with. 

Cooperation with people and government is most essential . If 
a constructive plan could be worked out, can't see why this 
can't be a successful center. We're grateful for the coo pera-
tion. 

There is one man in V«ashington who is going to devote all 
his time to taking care of the cooperative. 

Question: tfhat is his name? 

Mr. Kimmel: Mr. Richardson. I think he will be coming here 
shortly. 

One type of industry in which you might get along is 
ceramics. There is a great shortage on hotel type china-
ware. Planning to make hotel type of chinaware. If there 

is a possibility along that line, line up the equipment 
with the minimum amount of time. 

Question: How about the silk industry? Some have had experi ence 
in that line. 

Mr. Stancliff: Are there any of the old skills left? In the 
cultivation of the cocoons? It takes some length of time 
to do that. 

Answer: Mulberry grows well here. 
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Mr. Stancliff: Came from Dept. of Agriculture. They have dev e-
loped a quick growing mulberry. They plan to have air 
conditioned buildings for the worms. That is under seriou s 
consideration. The job is after you get the cocoons. 

Give definite suggestions about what kind of work you would 
like to have done. We're just thinking about that now -
visiting these places now. We're out here to have you tell 
us what you can suggest. 

Answer: As far as we're concerned, many of us have been in 
industrial business anyway. We would cooperate with you. 

Mr.- Cull: Sewing has been suggested. 

Mr. Stancliff: Brooms and furniture arid brushes. 

Answer: If somebody can teach us, I can almost guarantee t hat 
someone can handle that, any commodity that is short now. 
There is a definite shortage of brushes for the Army. We 
may be able to handle that or certain types of furniture . 

Mr. Stancliff: About 23 percent were under 16? 

Answer: Remaining 6000 would - there would be as many - tha t 
would be high school graduates and possibly 600 college 
graduates. 

Mr. Kimmel: Gnat's that? Liberal arts, engineering or what type? 

Answer: Varied lines, business mostly - commerce, enginee rs, 
architects. 

Mr. Kimmel: What would be the possibility of putting up e xtra 
buildings  for permanent centers? 

Answer: May be able to supplement to a certain amount. 

Question: How long will we be here? 

Mr. Stancliff: Permanent centers will be finished within th e 

Statement: Many optical companies are diverting their eff orts 
to something else. 

Col. Harpold:  That's  one thing the Quartermaster Corps suggested. 

Question: In regard to these > centers, would the movement be 
made en masse to industries. 

Mr. Kimmel: Think it would be by communities as they were be fore. 

Answer: That's very important that we move en masse. 
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Mr. Kimmel: That's something that is awfully hard to answer. 

Answer: The reason this is working out pretty well is that we 
know more or less the personnel, have been able to pick 
out capable persons. If possible, would like to he moved 
as a unit, would have more cooperation. That's something 
we would want to talk about. 

Mr. Stancliff: ©here's a critical shortage of materials . 

Question: Regarding this industrial program such as makin g nets 
and such plans as to teach vocational trade, the latter 
should be stressed. Teach them new things so that they 
can use them. Industrial things will be educational as 
well. 

Answer: This place may not be adequate for this thing. 

Mr. Stancliff: We will do everything we can here. If it doesn 't 
happen, you will know that the division of administration 
thinks it is not feasible to do. It'll be a difference of 
information. This is temporary, itxit If it can be done. w> 
will do it. ' 



OQPT fy 

CAD - WOCA 

I, •  p a S . X ^ l 

Ediphone Record ffosa 26-27 Distribution 
Date 4/25 1942 Time 3:32 v.m. 
Principals Col« Tate & Ma.1or Durbin 
Subject 
Transcribed "by S. Stone Date 4/25 1942 

3J: Interior on the Gila River Reservation. 

Dj Alright Colonel Tate. 

T: The whole approval and I wanted to send it out to you so 
if you will record it it will he your authority to shoot. 

D: The recorder is ready, if you will read it» 

T: It's from the Secretary of the Interior to the Secretar y of 
War, dated April 16, 1942: 
My dear Mr. Secretery: 

Your recent letter sot forth the urgent necessity 
of establishing immediately on the Gila River.Indian Res er-
vation in Arizona, a reception center for approximately 1 0,000 
Japanese to "be evacuated r  from the West Coast» 

We shall undertake at once to negotiate with the 
Indians and acceptable agreement whereby the needed land 
can be made available for Japanese occupancy and use. I 
am sure the Pima Indians will be more than willing to con-
clude an arrangment that will be satisfactory to all par ties 
concerned and that it will not be necessary for you to in-
voke the emergency power in order to obtain the use of the 
land. 

You therefore have my concent to enter immediately 
upon the reservation and begin the construction of hou sing 
facilities on sights agreed upon by representatives of th e 
War Dept., the far Relocation Authority and the Dept. of 
Interior. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Signed: Harold L. Ickes 
Secretary of the Interior 

D: That's fine Colonel, I'm sure that's what they have bee n 
waiting for to go ahead on that. 

T: Well, I find that this has been in the department for 
four or five days but it got mis-sent to the Provost-Marr 
tial General's office. It just came to my office, and I 
have been trying for thelast two or three days to get it. 
I have it and I will send this copy to Mr. Eisenhower's 
office here in Washington. So now you have your authority 
to go ahead. 


