Civil Control Station
Perkins, California
May 25, 1942

Dre Dortvthy Se Thomas
Giannini Foundation Rm. 349
Giennini Hall

University of California
Berkeley, California

Dear Dre. Thomas:

Perhaps this delay in sending to you a
written account of my background has made you feel
that I was not enthusiastic sbout the project you
about to undertake. However, I do want you to lmow
that I am sincerely interested and anxious to be
one of the workers to be included in the research
studye It is that one finds it rather uninteresting
and rather hard to sketch one's background not knowing
just what fheeds to be included. .

Starting with e factual outline based on
the preliminary registration form of the U.Se. Employ=
ment Service, I offer the following:

MART OKAZAKI, S.Se. number 549-24-6748, 1860 Washington St
U.S8e born Japanese, age, 26. San Francisco, Calif,.
Birth date: January 20, 1916. . TU 5212

University of California: Major: Education (Vocational)
A.Be May 1939, Minor: Decorative Arts
Extra=-curricular activities: International and Race

Relations groups of the
Ue of Co Young Women's
Christian Assoclation.

Counseling as Junior and
Seniore.

UeCe Japanese Women's
Students Club,.

During July, 1939, following graduation, in order to
follow up theoretical work in economics and education
courses, participated in a "Bummer Service Iaboratory
in the San Francisco Bay Area" conducted by the Pacifie
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Southwest Intercollegiaste Christian Council under the

local direction of the Unive. of California Y.W. and Y.M.C.A.
Lived cooperstively and worked as a volunteer in the Alexan-
der Comunity House, Oskland, which serves as a community
center for West Oskland Mexican and Itslian people. Helped
with recreation, creft snd folk-daneing, as well as taking
cooperative charge of excursions of youngsters to the Fair.
A grend opportunity to observe how other ntctionsality or
economic minorities "take it", Mrs. Eilsen Watkins, Super-
visor of this center for many years and who had herself
grwon up in the neighborhood, had watched different nationa-
1ity groups entering into the community snd after reaching

a certaln sconcmic stetus move out to other areas.

September and October, 1959. Employed at Jegh Pavilion as
one of the guides. Charecterized by not knowing who in the
world was issuing policies and instruections. Cured me of
working for "Japanese bosses", -

November 1939 to October 1940. In order eventually to earn
meens ol goling through social service curriculum as well as

to help younger sisters to continue studies after high school,
efter consulting with the campus YWCA secretary, I decided

to go through a secretarisl training course and entered the
California Secrdtarial School in San Francisco. Became slightly
acquainted with Nob Hill apartment life while cooking my

way through rether uninteresting commerecizl courses, although

I enjoyed bookkeeping. Made some very good friénds with a

second generation French, an Italian end German descent college
graduates as well as others of old American stock. The school
was like other private commerciasl "all out for the students?
money" schools, but the conteets with the students attending
there, all middle class Americans, was very stimulating and
lasting. (Every week & small group of us has e Afarewell"
supper at one or another's home fearing that I may have to
evecuate sny dey.)

Novembzsr 1940. Volunteersed services to Internationzl Instituse,
an organization offering information and services to foreign
born and new Americans and placed on pert-time work, but was
also referred by Miss Robson of the San Franeisco YWCA to the
Alto Psychologic Center, where I worked part-time while con-
tinuing brush-up shorthand eourses at the "Y".

Until April, 1941,concurrently with pert-time work &t the Inter-
netional Institute, stenogr:pher ¢nd secretary to Miss Annie

Clo Watson, Emecutive Secretary, and for the technicel case
worker, worked at the Alto Psychologie Center as combination
office secreteary, receptionist, libreliesn in charge of circulat-
ing library on psychologic t«nd related publications, cssisting
with aedmiinistration and scoring of various educational and
psychologic testing. Fine chance to cateh up on serious reading
and teking of some of the tests for my own interests also for
obteining insight into vocation¥fland psychologic guidance work.
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In April 1941, the International Institute was awarded &
Rosenberg Foundation @rent to carry on & Citizenship Project,

end I started to work%as office secretsry for both the crea-

tive writing in connection with the educatlonal project and

the following adult groups: Council for Unity Among the Ameri-
can People (no direet comneetion with Louls Adsmic*s) including
many progrems in cooperation with other cammunity and eivie
groups; the Committee on Americeans of Orientsl Ancestry, which
were sub-headed, The Americen Filipino Committee end the Conmitte e
on American Citizens of Jepenese #ncestry, both inter-racial.

The educational project involving & coordinated use of govern-
ment, industrial end cultural community, and teacher-student
resources, all fresh direct material uncontemine ted by previous
publicetion,was a lesson in the creative use of every-day expe-
riences. Working with sdults in the various community groups
substentieted & vague theory of mine,that , in spite of differing
nationality backgrounds, meny of the peoples who hcve come Lo
know San Fraencisco as their home heve parallel interests and
thet each of them heve slightly divergent but rather patterned
way of reecting to certealn situstions, fortunate or unfortunate
as the instances msy have been.

Since December 7, 1941, heving some socuaintance with verious
conmunity groups, family members belonging to both Buddhist
and Christien Churech groups, with myself strictly belonging to
nelther slthough setive the the Japenese Business Girls YWCA
group, I heve been functioning &as & Jepenese community workex.
Although on excellent terms with the National President, Mr.

Kido and Netional Secretery, Mike Masaoka, of the Japanese

Americen Citizens League, 1 have been the constent thorn im

the side of the San Frzneisco chapter of the JACL, in which I

heve been the rather ineffectusl minority opinion smong the

Bosrd members who think agreeably on almost all issues. However,
I eam on good personal terms with 211 of them and enjoyed observ-
ing whet they thought necessary procedures. At the saume time,

one can sympethize very heartily someti . es with anti-JACL people,

while considering them very inadvised and childish at times in
thelr methods of objection. These other groups really have
something to offer, if both sides could only learn to give in

a bit. As a whole the youthfulness of ths leaders in the Japanese
communities may heve a great deal to do with the clashes of
opinion of so-called "oonservetives” versus "radicals". Given
entree into either side, I can see theat they nave a great deal

in common and much of the mud-slinging on either side is really
unwarranted. Sometimes, I wonder whether or not I em too much

on the fence about being neutral, but &s &n observer, sometimes

it has be.n most reveeling though possibly not the most comfortable
while trying to be diplomstie. Trying to reconcile the JACL

to opposers while beipg its most articulate minorlty is—sather

is rether trying on one's spirit at tines, however; and when

case work beceme too hesvy with constint phone calls even in

the evening at home, I begen to skip JACL Board meetinzs with

the result that the local JACL peorle think I heve utter dis-
regaerd for them. However, the national JACL people understend

my position end see where there is a great deal of work to be

done in public relations outside of the inner mechenics of running
their orgenizeation.
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Since being employed by the Wartime Civil Control kEdmindstretion in the
Sociel Assistence Divisbn, there has been very little time between Civil
Control $tations to do much extracurriculer ectivities, but in going about
from one town or city bo another, it is interesting to notice how much

the smell-town JACL groups have been able to coordinate with authorities
end to interpret the mechenics of evecuestion to bewildred community people.
Being suthorized to issue disbursing orders, one does have the chence to
ascertein the reletive economic stetus of rurel and urban communities as
compered to esch other at this time.

One of the main reesons why I did not went to g0 directly into socisl work
wes thet it seemed elmost prediceted that I work only in the nationality
group inte which I hed been born. Somehow resentful of segregating myself
even in & professionel line, I was very gled to be: permitted en opportunity
to work w th an inter-raciel organization such es the Internetionel Institute
end not to be elways with the Jepanese. It wes particulerly veluable to
observe the methods by which Miss Watson, the I.I. Executive Secretary wes
able to use existing community resources for the eccomplishment of certain
objectives the organizetion was working towerd in inter-netionality end inter-
raciel community attitudes. I treasure espeeially the experience of being the
secretery of the Americen-Filipino Committee, with whom I worked through
several projects in public reletions, and felt just &8s strongly ebout their
relative position end observed the public reection to them before and since
the outbresk of ectivities in the Philippine Islands--snd rether disappointed
thet the Filipinos in the United States still heve so fer to go in gaining

& messure of equity in their rights, Perhaps, one does get rather impatient
for them,

hnother meens of keeping a wider perspective has be:n my membership in the

YWCA Business and Professionsl group, the San Francisco B. and P. group keeping
close touch with the Japanese Center group. An interesting experience I em
now heving is working with the larger Western Area Businessend Frofessionel
YWCA Council es finanne chairman, slthough travel restrictions have hempered
carrying but‘my functions. Would thet more of our Jepanese women would take
more interest in the position of the "working Gal",

Heve also been part of en informel discussion group of college graduates but
am efraid they have been rather sterile ss far es sociel consciousness and

even intelligence is concerned. However, they seemed to enjoy being "cultural"
end I suppose that one did enjoy some of their sociel ectivities, et leest

I enjoyed the latter. They'petered out' when war was declzred, however,

Looking over the above sccount, I heve come to the conclusion that instead of
sticking to objective facts, I have strayed into quite & subjective attitude,

and perhaps this mey diemsy you, However, it mekes writing about oneself slightly
less boring to do =0 end m prove & little more enlightening to you. I have
written to Sam Hohri sbout .possiblities of being pert of your projeect and have
suggested his writing directly to you if he is interested, Being eway from the
city, I cennot know whet he might have written to me regerding this metter.

The mein ettraection in perticipating in this project to me is the opportunity

of directing one's effort into the professionel field in which I hope ultimately
to function; nemely, vocationsl guidance or rehebilietion, which is so dependent
on knowing the psychologicel bacground of those concerned. Leter opportunities
to continue graduste work wy be directed end assisted & greet desl on the need
which will be evident from the type of observetion that will be done in these
centers.
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With ell wishes that no metter whom you seket to assist you on the research,
that you will have s most successful gtudy, I am sure that mny of the workers
whom you choose should put & grest desl of interest and energy into such a
significant project.

Very sincerely yours,

%ﬂ/«iu

Meri Okazek

F.8., When I return to San Francisco from this assignment, I shall hope
to know what Sem thinks esbout it; end in any case, I shsll communicate
with you immedietely by telephone.
M'%
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CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED \

DOMESTIC FOREIGN | ’
TELEGRAM FULL RATE. | 05 a e e g ra p
oA ferrs bererme
NIGHT MESSAGE CRBLE D THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM
NIGHT LETTER NIGHT CABLE
= LETTER TELEGRA N, TIME FILED
RADIOGRAM RADIOGRAM . Commercial an America

PATRONS SHOULD CHECK CLASS OF SERVICE o ,]‘q
DESiRED, OTHERWISE MESSAGE WILL BE TRANS- Cables ( a} ['$-

MITTED AS A FULL:RATE COMMUNICATION b STANDARD TIME

1 r
RECEIVER'S NUMBER

Send the following meszage, :u_?jepf to the termas on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

Reedlsy, e€alifornia June 19, 1942 9:30
Dorothy Thomas
University of California
YOUR OFFER ACCEPTED WITH THANKS. GREATLY APPRECIATE YOUR CONTACTING
BANWISTER. TODAY PHCNE CALL FROM NEWTON SAME OFFICE INDICATED REFUSAL
NOT IN ORDER FOR OFAZAKI FAMILY TRANSFER TO MANZANAR IF CONFIRMATION OF
MART OKAZAKI APPOINTVMENT WITH REQUEST HAVE FAMILY ALSO SENT MANZANAR
SENT BOTH ADNINISTRATIVE AND HOUSING AVAILABLE IN MANZANAR ADVISE BOTH
HOHRI AND OKAZAKI TO ARRANGE THROUGH RESPECTIVE MANAGERS

Mari Okazaki
Publie Assistance Worker




POSTAL TELEGRAPH-CABLE COMPANY

TRANSMITS AND DELIVERS THE WITHIN MESSAGE SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING TERMS AND CONDITIONS:

To guard against mistakes or delays, the sender of a message should order it
REPEATED; that is, telegraphed back to the originating office for comparison. For
this, one-hali the unrepeated message rate is charged in addition. Unless otherwise
indicated on its face, THIS IS AN UNREPEATED MESSAGE AND PAID FOR
AS SUCH, in consideration whereof it is agreed between the sender of the message
and this Company as follows:

1. The Company shall not be liable for mistakes or delays in the transmission or
delivery, or for non-delivery, of any message received for transmission at the UN-
REPEATED MESSAGE rate, whether caused by the negligence of its servants
or otherwise, beyond the sum of FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS; nor for mistakea
or delays in the transmission or delivery, or for non-delivery of any message received
for transmission at the REPEATED-MESSAGE rate, beyond the sum of FIVE
THOUSAND DOLLARS: nor for mistalkes or delays in the transmission or delivery,
or for non-delivery, of any message received for transmission at the SPECIALLY
VALUED MESSAGE rate, beyond the sum at which such ssage shall be valued,
in writing, by the sender thereof when tendered for transmission and for which pay-
ment is made or agreed to be made of the amount of the repeated-message rate and
an additional charge equal to one-tenth of one per cent of the amount by which such
written valuation shall exceed five thousand dollars; nor in any case for delays arising
from unavoidable interruption in the working of its lines, or for errors in cipher or
obscure messages. .

2. The Company is hereby made the agent of the sender, without liability, to
forward this message over the lines of any other company or by any other means
of communieation when necessary to reach its destination.

3. Domestic messages and ineoming cable messages will be delivered free within
one-half mile of the Company’s office in towns of 5,000 population or less, and within
one mile of such office in other cities or towns. Beyond these limits the Company
does not undertake to make delivery, but will, without liability, at the sender’s request,
as his agent and at his expense, endeaver to contract for him for such delivery at a
reasonable price.

4. No responsibility attaches to this Company concerning messages until the same
are accepted at one if its transmitting offices; and if a message is sent to such office
by one of the Company’s messengers, he acts for that purpose as the agent of the sender.

5. The Company shall not be liable for damages or statutory penalties in any case
where the claim is not presented in writing within sixty days aiter the message is filed
with the Company for transmission.

6. It is agreed that prompt and correct transmission and delivery of this message shall
be presumed in any action for recovery of tolls thereto; subject, however, to rebuttal
by competent evidence.

7. Special terms governing the transmission of messages under the ciasses of
messages enumerated below shall apply to messages in each of such respective classes
in addition to all foregoing terms.

8. NO EMPLOYEE OF THIS COMPANY IS AUTHORIZED TO VARY
THE FOREGOING.

POSTAL TELEGRAPH-CABLE COMPANY

CLARENCE H. MACKAY, CHaIRMAN oF THE EBoarD
A. H. GRISWOLD, Exescutive Vice-PresipeENT

CLASSES OF SERVICE

DOMESTIC MESSAGES
FAST TELEGRAMS. A full-rate expedited service.

DAY LETTERS. A deferred day service at rates lower than the fast telegram rate.
One and one-half times the Night Letter rate for the transmission of 50 words or
less, and one-fifth of the initial rate for each additional 10 words or less.

SPECIAL TERMS APPLYING TO DAY LETTERS. In further consideration of the re-
duced rate for this special “Day Letter” service, the following special terms in addition
to those enumerated above are hereby agreed to:

(a) Day Letters may be forwarded by the Telegraph Company as a deferred service
and the transmission and delivery of such Day Letter is, in all respects, subordinate
to the priority of transmission and delivery of full rate telegrams.

(b) This Day Letter is received subject to the express understanding and agree-
ment that the Company does not underfake that a Day Letter shall be delivered
on the day of its date absolutely and at all events; but that the ﬁ‘.umpany’s obligation
in this respect is subject to the condition that there shall remain sufficient time for
the transmission and delivery of such Day Letter on the day of its date during regular
office hours, subject to the priority of the transmission of {ull rate telegrams under the
conditions named above.

NIGHT MESSAGES, Accepted up to 2.00 a. m. at reduced rates to be sent during
the night and delivered not earlier than the morning of the ensuing business day.
Night messages may at the option of the Telc:fruph Company be mailed at destination
to the addressees, and the Company shall be deemed to gava discharged its obligation
in such cases with respect to delivery by mailing such Night Messages at destination,
postage prepaid.

NIGHT LETTERS. Accopted up to 2.00 a. m. for delivery on the morning of the ensuing
business day, at rates still lower than night message rates, as follows: The fast
telegram rate for 10 words shall be charged far the transmission of 50 words or less,

nndh:a:fa-ﬁfth of such rate for 10 words shall be charged for each additional 10 words
or

SPECIAL TERMS APPLYING TO NIGHT LETTERS. In further consideration of the
reduced rate for this special “Night Letter” service, the following special terms in
addition to those enumerated above are hereby agreed to:

(a) Night Letters may at the option of the Telegraph Company be mailed at
destination to the addressees, and the Company shall be dec—n:md to have discharged
its obligation in such cases with respect to delivery by mailing such Night Letters
at destination, postage prepaid.

CABLE MESSAGES
FULL RATE MESSAGES receive regular and prompt service in their order of filing.
Code language permitted.

DEFERRED RATE MESSAGES at one-half of the full rate to follow full rate messa
Must be in plain language of country of origin, or of destination, or in French.
particulars as to eountries where this class of service is effective will be furnished upon
application to any Postal Telegraph office. :

NIGHT CABLE LETTERS at reduced rates. Must be in plain language of country of
origin, or of destination, or in French where transmitted by telegraph to destination.
Subordinated to the priority of transmission of full and deferred rate messages. May

osted, when sender so directs, to countries where this service is noj.available, at
tariffs to countries from which such messages are posted. Under latter circumstances,
messages must contain complete mailing address including chargeable posting instrue-
tions (i. e., *“Post London,” ete.). Minimum word basis of twenty to twenty-five words
applied. Code addresses may be used except for messages delivered by post. Figures
explained by text admitted. Indicator “NLT" required and charged for as one word.
For further particulars apply at any Postal Telegraph office.

NO EMPLOYEE OF THIS COMPANY IS AUTHORIZED TO VARY THE FOREGOING,




ONE OF CALIFORNIA'S BEST
ABSOLUTELY FIRE PRODF / m

CHARLES B, HAMILTON, presipeEnT

]
THE HAMILTON HOTELS
- EXECUTIVE OFFICES

LOS ANGELES, CALIF. HOTEL savoy
FRESNO, CALIF.

HOTEL SAVOY, LOS ANGELES

HOTEL FRESNO

=
MARYSVILLE, CALIF. HOTEL MARYSYILLE 3
= s GEORGE R.EDWARDS , MANAGING DIRECTOR
MARYSVILLE, CALIF. WESTERN HOTEL - Ay EDWIN C.WHITE, SECRETARY

TRACY, CALIF.
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Miss Mari Okaszaki

Public Assistance Worker
WCCA

Reedley, California

Dear Mari:

I am enclosing copies of letters to Mr., Nash and
Miss Bannister. I hope we can arrange things to your
satisfaction.

I was delighted to get your long and informative
letter today.

With cordial regards,

S8incerely yours,

Dorothy 5. Thomas
Professor of Rural Sociology




June18, 1942

Miss Phoebe Bannister
Social Security Board

785 Market Street

San Francisco, California

Dear Miss Bannister:

Confirming our telephone conversation of yesterday,
I hereby request that you arrange the transfer of Mari
Okazaki to Manzanar upon completion of her WCCA assignment.

Very sincerely yours,

Dorothy 8. Thomas
Professor of Rural Sociology

D8T:rj
ce: Miss Mari Okazaki




