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TOLAN COMMI TTEE  ̂
Washi ngt on,  D.  C.  U /  
March 25,  1942 .  ' v 

VC 

Prom J ohn W.  A"b"bott to Rober t K.  Lamb 

Subj ect :  Repor t on Fi r st Evacuat i on of  J apanese f rom Los Angel es to Recept i on Center at 
Manzi nar ,  Owens Val l ey,  Cal i f orni a 

Under ar r angement s wor ked out bet ween Thomas and mysel f  t he evacuat i on was to be covered 
as f ol l ows:  

Thomas to pr oceed f rom San Franci sco to the Val l ey by aut omobi l e a day i n advance of  
the evacuat i on.  Hi s i nst ruct i ons wer e to i nt ervi ew l ocal  r esi dent s,  t al k wi t h 
r epresent at i ves of  t he WPA i n charge of  set t i ng up the recept i on cent er and ot her wi se 
obt ai n f i r st - hand i nf ormat i on concer ni ng the ent i re pr oj ect .  I  was £o j oi n the act ual  
convoy at Pasadena and make the j our ney to Owens Val l ey wi t h i t .  

Comment :  

Up to the t i me of  t he acci dent yest er day,  t hese ar rangement s had been car r i ed out as 
pl anned.  Thomas had obt ai ned a number of  i nt er vi ews,  had secured al l  exi st i ng pl ans 
f or the devel opment of  the "cent er ",  i ncl udi ng a map pr epar ed by the U.  S.  Engi neer s 
i n charge of  the pr oj ect .  

Si nce I  had no oppor t uni t y to di scuss t h ŝe i nt ervi ews wi t h hi m i n det ai l ,  I  am unabl e 
to f urni sh f ur t her i nf ormat i on unt i l  Thomas ar r i ves here t omor r ow.  At t hat t i me I  wi l l  
f orward what ever he col l ect ed i n the way of  dat a ot her than r epor t s i ncl udi ng l ocal  
newspaper ar t i cl es and announcement s.  My repor t on the convoy f ol l ows:  

I  was pr esent at the sout h end of  t he Rose Bowl  i n Pasadena at 5: 45 A. M. ,  Mar ch 23,  i n 
accor dance wi t h ar r angement s wor ked out bet ween mysel f  and the Sout hern Cal i f orni a 
Sector U.  S.  Ar my,  Pasadena.  I  t here met Maj or Vi eefce? Vi ct or Cadwel l ,  assi gned by 
General  Wi l son,  commandi ng t he Sout hern Cal i f orni a Sector West ern Def ense Command,  
to handl e al l  phases of  the evacuat i on.  The convoy i ncl uded 140 ci vi l i an vehi cl es,  
owned by the J apanese pl us 41 Ar my vehi cl es.  Dur i ng the 230 mi l e j our ney,  whi ch requi red j ust 
under t wel ve hours to compl et e,  the parade st reched as f ar as si x mi l es f r om end to end.  

At t ached convoy st or y.  

I  was i mpressed wi t h the ef f i ci ent f ashi on wi t h whi ch the Ar my handl ed the movement .  The 
convoy was r ecui r ed to keep a speci f i ed di st ance bet ween vehi cl es wi t h one j eep to each 
ten ci vi l i an car s.  Al l  r ai l way crossi ngs and hi ghv/ay i nt er sect i ons were adequat el y pol i ced 
by a pi cked company of  mi l i t ar y pol i ce.  There wer e rest per i ods every two hour s.  A wrecker a 
at the r ear of  the convoy cared f or al l  mechani cal  br eakdowns.  A box l unch was served 
to al l  i n the par t y at 12: 30,  when a hal f  hour st op was made f or thi s pur pose.  

Appr oxi mat el y 250. J apanese moved by aut omobi l e and 500 by t r ai n.  The rai l r oad movement 
was accompl i shed wi t h a sol di er det ai l  of  si x.  Four J apanese doct or s and two Ar my 
ambul ances accompani ed the aut omobi l e caval cade.  A hot meal ,  pr epar ed by J apanese who 
had gone UP to Manzanar on Sat ur day,  was awai t i ng t he new ar r i val s.  

Rai l r oad passenger s were moved f rom the Lone Pi ne st at i on to the camp by t hree speci al  
Greyhound busses sent nor t h by the Ar my f or the pur pose.  The Recept i on cent er det ai l s 
are bei ng handl es,  as you know,  by the WPA.  

Summary:  Based on my obser vat i ons,  I  woul d say that the act ual  movement of  the peopl e 
f r om the pr ohi bi t ed zones,  i f  l ef t  to the Ar my,  wi l l  be the easi est par t of  the pr obl em.  
Maj or Cadwel l  appear s to be compet ent i n every par t i cul ar and the men wor ki ng wi t h hi m are 
especi al l y t rai ned i n convoy wor k.  
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There are ser i ous l ags on bot h si des of  the act ual  movement of  per sons,  however .  As I  
st at ed by t el ephone,  the f i r st evacuat i on was accompl i shed al most ent i r el y,  i nsof ar as 
I  was abl e to di scover ,  t hrough the ef f or t s of  the Ar my and the Mar vknol l  Fat her s,  wi t h 
Cl ark and Bendet son -©repent at one or t wo pr el i mi nar y conf er ences.  The poi nt s to be made 
are t hat ( l )  "vol unt ary" mi grat i ons of  any si ze act ual l y t ake car ef ul  pl anni ng,  and (2) 
because of  unf avor abl e publ i ci t y t hroughout the count r y,  an unf avor abl e r ecept i on f or smal l  
unescor t ed J apanese groups i s al most a cer t ai nt y.  Fur t her mor e,  f rom my own obser vat i on,  I  
can t est i f y that mot or par t i es of  J apanese i n any si ze wi t hout Ar my supervi si on woul d al most 
cer t ai nl y have f at al  consequences.  

These si ngl e mal e evacuees were cont ent to go,  Maj or Cadwel l  r epor t ed,  when he assured t hem 
by r ent i ng 15, 000 square f eet of  space i n a war ehouse near the Mar yknol l  cent er ,  and t el l i ng 
t hem that t hei r bel ongi ngs l ef t behi nd woul d be cared f or .  Fur t her the J apanese have become 
convi nced that Manzanai  act ual l y i s a haven of  per manent charact er and are al r eady di sposed 
to vi ew wi t h mi sgi vi ngs any i deas f or movi ng out f rom the cent er unl ess a def i ni t e l ocat i on 
i s of f er ed.  

I nsof ar as I  can obser ve,  t here wer e no r epresent at i ves of  the ci vi l i an af f ai r s br anch of  
the WCCA presnt at the f i r st evacuat i on.  An except i on can be not ed i n the case of  Mr .  
Thomas,  r epr esent at i ve of  t he Of f i ce of  Pr i ce Admi ni st r at i on,  who made the t r i p wi t h Maj or 
Cadwel l  and mysel f .  However ,  si nce the OPA has l i t t l e,  i f  any,  act ual  wor k i n t hi s 
evacuat i on to dat e,  hi s presence can scarcel y be consi dered r epr esent at i ve.  I n f act ,  he 
i nf ormed me that he i nt ended to vi si t  r el at i ves i n Pasadena over the week- end i n any event 
and havi ng been tol d of  t hi s,  Col onel  Bendet son asked hi m to accompany the convoy as a 
ci vi l i an obser ver .  Nei t her Cl ar k,  nor hi s deput y Howl and,  nor any qual i f i ed r epresent at i ve 
f r om the top of  WCCA,  was pr est n.  The WPA was,  of  cour se,  i n charfee of  r ecept i on of  t he 
J apanese but ,  agai n,  t hi s does not rel i eve t he admi ni st r at or of  r esponsi bi l i t y f or per sonal  
supervi si on of  the f i r st l arge- scal e evacuat i on,  wher e many t hi ngs were to be seen and 
cor rect ed i n pl anni ng f or f ut ure movement s.  

My obser vat i ons,  suppor t ed i n most i nst ances by ot her wi t nesses,  l ead me to these concl usi ors 
( l )  The onl y r eal  wor k bei ng done i n thi s whol e pr obl em i s bei ng done by the Ar my.  (2) 
There i s a ser i ous l ag bet ween the ef f or t s of  the evacuee pr oper t y di sposi t i on di vi si on and 
the Ar my.  

I t  i s the pr oper t y di sposi t i on quest i on about whi ch the J apanese are most anxi ous.  Maj or 
Cadwel l  i nf orms me that t hey are r el uct ant to move unt i l  they are sat i sf i ed on thi s poi nt .  
Thei r second obj ect i on,  he sai d,  was the mat t er of  where t hey are to go.  The Ar my recom-
mends that a cent ral  depot ,  such as the Mar yknol l  mai n yar d and hal l ,  be used as gat her i ng 
poi nt s f or f ut ure evacuat i ons.  I t  does not l ook wi t h f avor upon the "servi ce cent ers" of  
the Empl oyment Ser vi ce.  

The Ar my i s most anxi ous to have the quest i on of  di sposi t i on of  per sonal  pcoper t y cl eared 
as soon as possi bl e si nce f ami l i es cannot be moved wi t hout assur ance that thei r bel ongi ngs 
wi l l  be cared f or .  Accor di ng to Maj or Cadwel l ,  what i s needed i s the i mmedi at e pr ovi si on 
of  l arge auant i t i es of  st orage space,  the per sonal  ef f ect s to be t agged and st or ed as t he 
f ami l i es are moved to Sant a Ani t a or el sewhere pendi ng f i nal  r eset t l ement .  He decl ared 
the pr obl em of  sendi ng t hese bel ongi ngs on l at er to be a mi nor one compared wi t h the 
i mmedi at e i ssue of  r emovi ng the J apanese.  

Maj or Cadwel l  sai d he was unabl e to f i nd any r epr esent at i ves of  t he var i ous ci vi l i an 
agenci es over the week- end despi t e the f act that the evacuat i on was schedul ed to begi n at 
si x o' cl ock Monday mor ni ng and t hat many J apanese were aski ng numer ous quest i ons at thexgxfci * 
gat her i ng pl ace at Mar yknol l .  The Maj or sai d he had f i nal l y got i n t ouch wi t h one 
i ndi vi dual  who pr omi sed act i on by 9: 30 Monday mor ni ng.  The Maj or repl i ed that he woul d 
be t hree hours on the road to Manzanar at t hat t i me and woul d handl e the mat t er hi msel f .  

Per sonal  Obser vat i ons:  From the i nci dent s descr i bed above,  I  am unabl e to see any reason 
f or a di st i nct i on bet ween the war r el ocat i on aut hor i t y headed by Mr .  Ei senhauer and the 
WCCA' s admi ni st r at or post hel d by Mr .  Cl ark wi t h Mr .  Howl and as deput y.  I t  i s cl ear that 
whoever di rect s t he ci vi l i an af f ai r s br anch must mai nt ai n the cl osest possi bl e coordi nat i on 
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wi t h the Ar my and I  hope i t  has been ma.de cl ear t hat such has not been the case t o dat e.  My 
suggest i on i s t hat the i mmedi at e consol i dat i on of  Nr .  Ei senhauer and Mr Cl ar k' s j obs 
t oget her wi t h much cl oser r el at i onshi p bet ween the pr oper t y di spost i on di vi si on and the Ar my 

woul d r esul t i n mar ked i mpr ovement .  

I t  was i ndi cat ed to me st rongl y t hat the Army i s appr oachi ng a deadl i ne f or vol unt ar y evacua-

t i on and that i t  wi l l  have to pr oceed wi t hout regard to i deal  ar r angement s i nsof ar as the 

ci vi l i an af f ai r s br anch i s concer ned i f  somet hi ng i s not done soon.  

Whet her hy hi s own choi ce or by di r ect i on,  Mr .  Cl ark appear s to have concer ned hi msel f  mai nl y 
wi t h the survey of  possi bl e r el ocat i on si t es f or J apanese on a pr i vat e or vol unt ar y reset t l e-
ment basi s HL pr ot r act ed absences,  t oget her wi t h hi s own and Mr .  Howl  and s unf ami l i ar ! t y 
S r eset t l ement pr obl ems have r esul t ed i n an or gani zat i on l oose i n the ext r eme and al most 
ent i r el y l acki ng i n the necessar y l i ai son wi t h the Ar my.  For exampl e had ei t her Mr .  Cl ar k 
or Mr Howl snd,  or a desi gnat ed r epr esent at i ve,  been at Maj or Cadwel l ' s el bow f rom Fr i day 
to Sunday,  advi si ng and di r ect i ng i n mat t er s pr i mar i l y i nvol vi ng the ci vi l i an af f ai r s br anch,  
mc h of  the Army' s wor k coul d have been si mpl i f i ed.  As i t  was,  t he ci vi l i an agenci es wer e 
t el ephoni ng to the Ar my,  to the Mar yknol l  Fat her s,  and to each ot her i n an ef f or t to answer 
the cpest i ons of  t he J apanese wi t h nobof y qui t e sure who coul d t ake the l ead.  

A f ur t her compl i cat i on appears to exi st i n the di vi si on of  aut hor i t y bet ween t he Farm 

Secur i t y Admi ni st r at i on and the Evacuee Pr oper t y Di sposi t i on Di vi si on of  t he Feder al  Reserve 

Bank wi t h regard to the conservat i on of  agr i cul t ur al  pr oper t y.  

» � 
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B.  V.  Abboi t to J .  t f .  Abbot t 

Subj :  Evacuat i on of  J apanese,  Monday,  Â r i l  6.  

The evacuat i on to Santa Ani t a of  al i en and ci t i zen J apanese l i vi ng i n the wat er f r ont area "bounded 
by a l i ne runni ng nor t h and sout h al ong 19t h Ave. ,  J uni per Ser ra Bl vd.  and Worcest er Ave. ,  and 
east and west al ong Cal i f orni a St .  to Mar ket and the Embarcadero was accompl i shed Apr i l  6.  Thi s 
area does not i ncl ude the pr i nci pal  J apanese r esi dent i al  and busi ness di st r i ct st ret chi ng f or 
to several  bl ocks ar ound the i nt er sect i on of  Post and Buchanan St r eet s.  Most of  the peopl e 
l i vi ng i n the ar ea evacuat ed are househol d ser vant s,  some f i sher men,  some shopkeeper s and 
pr of essi onal  T>eor>l e.  

The aut hor i t i es expect ed that about 1, 000 per sons woul d be af f ect ed by the f i r st evacuat i on but 

the t ot al  r eached onl y 646.  

The J apanese r epor t ed wi t h t hei r l uggage,  to one of  two Cent ers at 2020 Van Ness Ave. ,  and 1701 

Van Ness Ave.  

Thei r l uggage,  wi t h the except i on of  smal l  hand pi eces,  was ni l ed on the si dewal k out si de the 
cent er s and they were assembl ed i nsi de.  A f ew chai r s had been pr ovi ded but most of  the peopl e 
had to st and.  Once Cent er had been a l arge garage and t he other an aut omobi l e showr oom.  

Fami l i es pr ovi ded f or t hei r own t r anspor t at i on wi t h l uggage,  to the Cent er s,  where they were 
l oaded on busses and thei r baggage i nto commerci al  vans pr ovi ded by the Ar my.  

The busses were due to l eave f or the Sout hern Paci f i c st at i on at Thi rd and Townsend afc 4«30 p. m.  
f or the Center at 2020 Van Ness - and 5: 30 f or 1701 Van Hess.  The busses,  however ,  were l ate 
i n ar r i vi ng and consequent l y the depar t ur e t i me was del ayed by an hour i n the f i r st i nst ance 
and two hour s i n the second.  

Each per son,  i ncl udi ng i nf ant s i n ar ms,  wore a t ag bear i ng hi s "f ami l y case number " ,  whi ch had 
been assi gned pr evi ousl y.  Fami l i es were i nst ruct ed to st ay t oget her and keep t rack of  each other 

Pr ocedur e f or checki ng out the f ami l i es and l oadi ng them was the same i n bot h Cent er s.  A 
J apanese i nt erpret er and two r epr esent at i ves of  t he U. S.  E.  S.  st ood at the door of  the Cent er 
and checked each f ami l y agai nst the mast er case l i st ,  exami ned the tags and mar ked each tag wi t h 
the car and seat number the -nerson was to occupy on the t r ai n.  The f ami l y t hen moved al ong to 
the busses.  Fi l l ed busses mi l l ed up al ong the st reet and wai t ed f or the ot her s to be l oaded,  
and then t hey al l  moved of f  t oget her i n a.  convoy,  bound f or the rai l r oad yar ds.  The J apanese 
were unl oaded f rom busses and l oaded i nto t rai ns wel l  out i n the yar ds.  They di d not go t hrough 
&he st at i on.  

The whol e l oadi ng and unl oadi ng and r el oadi ng was done under the supervi si on of  the mi l i t ar y 
pol i ce.  Al so,  one mi l i t ar y pol i ce r ode i n each bus and one was assi gned to each rai l road car 
f or the j our ney.  Two l i e\ i tenants rode the t r ai n.  

Faci l i t i es on the t rai n were as f ol l ows:  chi l dren under one year of  age,  t hei r mot hers and al l  
aged neopl e were gi ven ber t hs,  al l  ot her s rode i n day coaches.  Dr .  Teru Togasaki ,  a J apanese 
woman doct or ,  was det ai l ed to the t r ai n,  and two nur ses.  Accor di ng to a r epr esent at i ve of  t he 
Bur eau of  Publ i c Assi st ance,  t hey were hi r ed by the Bur eau and sworn i n at the Center about two 
hours bef ore the busses l ef t f or the yar ds.  He sai d t hat he bel i eved the U.  S.  Publ i c Heal t h 
Servi ce had made some ar r angement f or pr ovi si on of  medi cal  car e,  but that i t  had "f al l en t hrough" 
at the l ast mi nut e.  Dr .  Togasaki  t ol d me that she was i l l  f rom over wor k,  but that hhe had 
vol unt eer ed to go as "everybody el se was busy. " A J apanese soci al  wor ker ,  Mi ss Margaret t e Fuj i t a,  
empl oyed by &he Bur eau of  Publ i c Assi st ance was al so det ai l ed to the t r ai n.  
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Al l  646 per sons were account ed f or and l ef t .  Ei ght were mi ssi ng f rom the check at 

the f i r st Center but t urned up at the second meet i ng pl ace.  

Comment s : 

Near l y everyone of f i ci al l y concerned wi t h the j ob was t hought f ul  and decent .  There was a 
great '  deal  of  conf usi on at "both Cent er s.  I  do not "bel i eve,  af t er t al ki ng wi t h most of  t he 
Federal  Secur i t y Agency neopl e on the spot ,  that any r eal l y wel l  t hought out pl an had "been 
evol ved.  Mr .  Wi l l i am Pi er ce,  of  the Uni t ed St at es Empl oyment Ser vi ce,  who i s i n charge of  
thi s par t of  the j ob,  seemed wor r i ed and not very anxi ous to t al k to me.  The same was t rue 
of  Mr .  Wi l l i am Ladd,  al so the Uni t ed States Empl oyment Servi ce,  i n charge of  t he operat i on 
at one of  the Cent er s.  They wer e doi ng the act ual  checki ng out t hemsel ves.  Mr .  Samuel  
Kapl an,  Uni t ed St at es Empl oyment Servi ce,  seemed anxi ous to know how the j ob had been done 
i n other l ocal i t i es.  

The Army neot)l e wer e ver y consi derat e and ef f i ci ent .  Ever y oper at i on that was i n thei r 
provi nce was car r i ed on smoot hl y.  I n par t i cul ar ,  t hei r st and on the l uggage quest i on was 
to st r et ch a noi nt i n f avor of  the J apanese i n every case.  The evacuees wer e t ol d to 
br i ng onl y what t hey coul d caf r y.  They br ought ,  however ,  smal l  t r unks,  duf f l e bags,  t hree 
or f our sui t cases f or one per son.  Most of  t hem had more l uggage t han t hey coul d,  i ndi vi dual l y,  
car ry.  The Army sai d not hi ng about i t ,  j ust l oaded the st uf f  i nt o vans and t ook i t  on to 
the baggage car s.  

I  t al ked to a Feder al  Reserve r epr esent at i ve,  Mr .  Gr aves,  at one of  t he Cent er s,  who vol unt eered 
some f i gures on st orage of  J apanese bel ongi ngs end car s.  They wer e somewhat i naccur at e.  I  
checked wi t h the Feder al  Reser ve man i n char ge,  Mr .  Di amond,  t oday.  He t ol d me that onl y 
two aut omobi l es had been l ef t wi t h t hem f or st or age,  and 46 "f ami l y feroups" of  f urni t ure and 
other bel ongi ngs.  

Mr .  Grav§ s t hought that no cars had been accept ed f or st or age.  I  asked hi m i f  the Feder al  
Reserve was not empower ed to accept a power of  at t or ney and sel l  aut omobi l es f or the 
J apanese.  He sai d "Oh,  yes.  We can but we don' t .  We woul d r at her have them make thei r own 
ar rangement s. " 

Any J apanese who was i l l  and expect ant mot her s who were ei ght mont hs pr egnant or more wer e 

l ef t behi nd.  

* * » 


