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TANFORAN POLITI05 

The struggle for presxtige positions was on when the firs t bus 

load of evacuees was dumped into Tanforan. It was firs t come first 

serve without any regard for previous experience, tra ining or educa-

tion. Jobs were in the offering which have never been open to  the 

Japanese because of general discrimination. People with engineering, 

agriculture, history, political science and commerce deg rees and many 

of them phibetes who had been employed in local Japanese f irms who 

were famous for retaining the working conditions of the depression 

years gutted the employment office for prestige jobs. This situa-

tion exemplifies to some extent the importance of posit ion in the 

Japanese community because the residents at that time were not sure 

that they would receive any compensation. 

Since the first problem facing the evacuees was to set tle them-

selves in one of the stalls or apts, the house managers w ho were in 

charge of looking after the physical facilities rose to p ositions of 

prominence, not because they were particulary intellige nt or had 

ability to become leaders, but simply because they were i n a position 

to being the grievances of the people to the attention of t he admini-

stration. If a house manager was a good trouble shooter and p roduced 

immediate results as far as physical comforts were concer ned,he could 

have been mayor of Tanforan as far as the people were conce rned. 

During the initial stage of the resettlement, the hous e managers con-

stituted the only organized body in the center. In thei r daily 

meetings they discussed almost every aspect of center activi ty, 

physical facilities, food, labor problems, morale, educ ation, rec-

reation, housing,dissemination of information,guest v isits, morals, 

center store and many more such problèms. 
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Naturally then when the administration needed resident advisors 

to help formulate policy and disseminate information the y approached 

the house managers. Mr. Lawson, then the camp manager an d who was 

subsequently replaced by Mr. Davis wanted four men each r epresenting 

a specific area in the center chosen from the house manage rs and by 

them to advise him. The four representatives rates were elec ted by 

an informal voce vote of the house managers from their r espective 

precincts. These precincts were determined by Mr. Laws on on the 

basis of population. The temporary council consisted of T ad Fujita, 

Henary Takahashi, Michio Nakajima and Aki Moriwaki pe presenting 

precincts one to four respectively. 

As additional evacuees filled the remaining barracks Ke nji Fujii 

was elected councilman from precinct five.in the same ma nner as the 

other councilmen were elected. -During the first mont h or so the 

council acted in the capacity of a liaison body between t he house 

managers and the administration.  x he council members attended the 

housemanagers meeting every morning and brought <b<b the a ttention of 

the center manager the matters which were discussed.  The kouse man-

ager's meetings was the focal point of all the camp gripe s. During 

this period the council men met with the center manager a lmost every 

morning. 

Once the word got around that there was in existence a temporary 

council some of the more alert residents were piqued be cause the 

councilmen were not elected by the residentsthemselves. L ater on 

the house managers were dissatisfied because the council men were 

not getting results on their recommendations which the y thought 

were necessary for the, welfare of the entire center.  After a short 

time two of the councilmen^ resigned because the situa tion was getting 

too hot to handle. The isseis were dissatisfied because t hey didn't 

have a voice in the council. 

Szrt CJV-
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Soon after the temporary council was elected, the center m anager 

requested the council to work out plans for the election of perman-

ent councilmen. The nature of the self governing body and the manner 

the council to devise. But the members of the council were not in 

a position to plan a governing body/since noe of the c ouncilmen had 

any experience or training in administrative governmen t and further-

more nome of them were conscious of the major problems fa cing the 

Japanese people in America. 

Laboring under these handicaps the councilmen became aware that 

they would have to consult some other people. The self appoi nted 

chairman of the council, Henry Takahashi, was careful to consult 
v. J. 

only the "right" people. t ie  m£de no attempt to approach the lib-

erals or the leaders of the Oakland Young Democratic grou p. Mean-

while the residents were becoming impatient about the del ay in the 

election of permenant councilmen. As life in the center began to 

assume a more or less routine character, the adminisfcfc ation wasn't 
permanebt 

too interested in the immediate formation of a/self govern ing body. 

About this time the center manager, Lawson went to Washin gton for 

a week or so and was subsequently removed being replac ed by Davis, 

then the assistant manager. These factors contributed t o the post-

ponment of the election until the latter part of June. 

The liberals sensed that the council was trying to shov e the 

elections through without consulting all of the pre-eva cuation groups. 

The former members of the Oakland Young Democratic club an d their « 

circle of acquaintences were anxious to see the elect ions get under 

way. With the council dilly dallying around,xM the elect ion rules 

and regulations up in the air and the liberals being ig nored, a 

caucus of progressives was called, the nucleus being the Young Demo-
'  t 

cratic club, to draw up for presentation by a representative committee 
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suggestions which they thought should be incorporated in the election 

rules. This caucus^ vias attended by some 25 people. Af ter Ken Fujii, 

the only councilman who lent an ear to the liberals, des cribed the 

confusion and the petty bickering that existed in the co uncil over 

election procedure the caucus drafted an outline of ele ction reg-

ulations. With this outline the liberals approached 15 res idents 

whom they thought would consitute a wide representative  group and 

this committee was to approach the camp manager and prese nt to him 

the drafted outline. The manager refused to see the commi ttee, the 

excuse being that he was too busy. 

Some of the more important points included in the o utline for 

election procedure as drawn up by the liberal caucus inclu ded the 

following: 

1. set an age limit of 23 for eligibility of councilman, bu t 

lowered the age limit to 18 for voting privileges. The 

voting age was lowered because the group desired to giv e 

the majority of the nisei franchise rights. It recognized 

that the average age of the nisei was below 21. 

2. Under the recommendations of the caucus anyone, isseis  in-

cluded, over 23 was eligible to be a candidate regardl ess 

of whether he had citizenship. But to forestall any pro-

fascist from becoming elected the group recommended that the 

candidate be required to take a strongly worded oath of 

alligence to the United States. 

3. 'i-'he caucus called for the establishment of a repre sentative 

committee by the temporary council to set up election p ro-

cedure and to facilitate an immediate election. 

4. The outline also recommended the secret ballot as well a s 

most of the basic rules of election procedure which were 

¿ l i U o i ) , 



( 10) 

The final nomination, election and campaign rules as well as the 

precincts were drawn up by the council and the administra tion. The 

Center was divided into five precincts, the fifth havin g almost twice 

the population of the others which were about the same. Th is was 

done because the fifth precinct consituted an easily reg ognizablf? 

geographical  unit, i.e.,  it included everything in the infield. 'The 

councilman in each precinct appointed an election chairm an to handle 

the details of the election. The rules set forth allow ed anyone who 
regardless of citizenship 

was 21 or over to vote, but a candidate had to'be at le ast 25 years 

old and a citizen. To be nominated, a candidate had to ha ve fifty 

signatures of qualified voters in his particular precinc t. No restric-

tions were placed on methods of campaigning, ^oth Engli sh and Jap-

anese signs and placards were permitted. 

At this point it should be pointed out that the form of  the self 

governing body was never questioned, but everyone assum ed that the 

permanent governing body would be a council elected to suc ced the 

temporary council. Never was a suggestion made to elect a mayor 

or a chief executive. This might be taken as an indication  that the 

Japanese people never have confidence nor place trust in an individ-

al Japanese to represent the group. To what extent the f orm of the 

governing body, the council of five, had to conform to adm inistrative 

rulings of the WCCA I do not know. I recall that during the f irst 

few days of my stay at Tanforan some of the members of the staff 

mentioned the fact that such and such barrack would cons itute a ward 

and j&hat there would be four wards in carnp. I believe t hat this was 

done for administrative purposes. 

PRECINCT #2 

The situation in precinct#2 was interesting because th e campaign 

was conducted on the basis of issues rather than on the ba sis of 

personalities as it was in the other precincts. It so hap pened that 



(10) 

Hensry Takahashi, self-appointed chairman of the tempo rary council, 

resided fck in this precinct. Mr. Takahashi 1s,activities prior to 

his evacuation and his actions as councilman placed him in an unfav-

orable light in the eyes of the residents not only in his ow n pre-

cinct, but in the whole center both issei and nisei. He ha d 

placed himself in such a position that the residents b egan to take 

out everything that went wrong on him whether it was justi fied or 

not. Since it was known that he was going to run for the posi tion 

of councilman the question in everyone's mind in precinc t#2 was how 

can we keep him out? 

Precinct #2 comprised barracks 13-22 inclusive. Most of the 

people residKing in this district came from the East B ay---«-lameda, 

Berkeley and Oakland with the exception of barrack #14 which housed 

approximately 300 bachelors mostly issei and kibei. Now w ithin this 

territory there were four groups which had some semblan ce of a nucleus 

for political action. They were the Young Democratic cro wd(the 

progressive element), the Oakland M.E. church group(a C hristian group 

which was associated with the Oakland M.E. church), th e former 

Berkeley people who were predominantly Christian and th e independent 

issei and kibei element which occupied barrack $14. The re was con-

siderable overlapping within these four groups, but they w ere distinct 

enought to be recognized. The Young Democratic group thou gh weak in 
best 

numbers was the most articulate and x&ii organized o f the pressure 

groups. The independent issei and kibei group was the only  teHrity  body 

which didn't have former ties. '¿'he only things which it had in com-

mon were the facts that the majority was pro-Japan and tha t they were 

bachelors. Most of them were not very highly regarded by th e other 

Japanese because they hadn't contributed anything to the  Japanese 

communities. 
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With nominations in order and the incumbant Henry Takahash i in 

the race, the opposition was not organized. One afternoon  John 

Yamashita former nisei pastor of the Oakland M.E. church an d house 

manager of barrack #20 which was in precinct #2 stopped me on  the 

way home with the remark, "Hey, what do you know about politi cs?" 

I knew John Yamashita because he would drop in occasxionaly t o the 

Young Democratic meetings which were held sometimes at his c hurch in 

Oakland. He is one of the more liberal-minded young church leaders. 

I replied, "we have to get Takahashi out". He grinned and e nthusi-

astically said, "hell, yes" so I immediately realized tha t he sound-

ed me out with an idea of forming a popular front against Takah ashi. 

I invited him over to our apt. to talk things over. During the 

course of the conversation he informed us (Anne and me) tha t he had 

heard of two possible candidates, first Shinji Yamamoto, a Berkeley 

chap who was an arsbitect and a popular nisei in the East Bay and the 

other, Hachiro Iwasa, another architect who was a subtant ial figure 

in East Bay nisei Christian circles to run against Takahas hi. I 

didn't know either of the two men, but Anne knew Shinji sli ghtly. 

Both John and Anne throught Hachiro was the ablest of the two and 

when I heard that Hachiro was a member of the Oakland Co-op associa-

tion and subscribed to the People's World, I was sold on him. 

During the course of the conversation I never suggested a pr ospec-

tive candidate since the only element that I knew who resid ed in the 

t/ 

precinct was the Young Democratic crowd and I was posit ive that any-

one from the Y.D. club didn't have a ghost of a chance becau se the 

club had a red stigma. On top of that I wasn't in touch with th e 

fellow traveler crowd since the evacuation because we disa greed so 

violently over the question of evacuation. Since at that ti me I 

hadn't heard of any candidates either put forward or endo rsed by the 

left-wing, I told John that there was a damn good chance that t hey 
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would get behind Hachiro because of his fairly libera l background. 

I saw some basis of an emergence of a popular front. 

The only hitch in the plans of backing Hachiro, related  John was 

that he was reluctent to run because he had a responsible job at the 

hospital where he was in the process of straigntening out a mess and 

his wife was expecting a child. On top of that since he w as a good 

friend of Sinji's he didn't want to run against him. B ut John thought 

that Hachiro would consent to be a candidate if enough pressure was 

brought to bear upon him and if Shinji were induced to pul l out in 

his favor.  x he  conversation ended with plans for Anne and me to 

sound out the left-wing on Hachiro, try to Induce Hachi ro to be a can-

didate and find out how much Shinji support existed and  to meet again. 

That same evening before dinner we went to see G-eorge Kon do, a 

very close friend of Shinji's and house manager of barra ck #13 to 

sound him out. He thought that Hachiro was the better man  of the two, 

but he didn't want to tell Shinji to drop out in hachiro's f avor 

since he was too close to Shinji. The nest day Anne ran in to Mary 

Ikeda who was close to the left-wing group and broached h er on the 

subject of the elections. Mary mentioned that Ernest Iiyam a, who was 

the president of the Oakland Y.D. club and a fellow trave ler might 

run, but she thought that it might be better to get behind a man who 

was sure of replacing Mr. Takahashi. When Anne mentioned t he possi-

bility of Hachiro Iwasa as a candidate, Mary thought h e would be a 

good man and seemed to be very enthusiastic. That afternoo n the Y.D, 

c*owd took the initiative of calling a caucus on the nex t day to select 

a candidate to back. 

CDn the evening of the day the caucus was to be held we visit ed 

Hachiro and tried to induce him to run.  iA e put forward the same argu-

ments which John Yamashita related to us in our conversat ion, but we 

sensed that he could fte drafted if we worked on him a lit tle more, so 
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we closed the meeting with plans of meeting again, 

John Yamashita and his crowd were invited to the caucus, bu t they 

failed to show up. ¿he meeting Has attended by some 26 pe ople who 

were mostly Y.D. members, some of whom were close to th e M.E. church 

crowd. Aie thought tof defeating Takahashi was uppermost i n everyone's 

as the meeting was called to order. the members dicussed t he merits 

of the various possible candidates and the political si tuation as it 
the 

existed in precinct. *he names of possible candidates in cluded Ernest 

Iiyama, Hachiro Iwasa and Shinji Yamamoto. Shinji's name was discard-

ed early in the meeting because most of the members through t that he 

didn't have the experience and background for holding such a position 

as councilman. The mention of Iiyama's name received a Kx&k sr supris-

ingly cool reception considering the fact that the bra in trust of 

the left-wing was present. Everyone was of the opinion th at Iiyama's 

past associations(Y.D. club, union organizer) would ru le him out. 

Iwasa's names was received warmly. His fairly liberal b ackground won 

over the left-wing. Just as the caucus was going to decid e to adjourn 

and convene again tomorrow night in popped Ichiro Akiya w ho was 

already circulating nomination petitions for -i-iyama among the bachel' such 

or' s quarters. He gave a convincing argument substantiated with 

figures that Iiyama could be elected that the caucus alm ost unanimous-

ly endorsed Iiyama. Right then and there the Y. D. crowd began to 

organize a campaign. 

-1 he outbreak of the  war,  evacuation and circumstances peculiar to 

life in a concentration camp tended to break old ties a nd shatter for-

mer affiliations,loyalties and prejudices. As a result o f the pre-

war issei leaders having been interned, there was a rearran gement of 

groups with new leaders, many of them progressives comin g to the fore. 

Most of us were not cognizant of these changes and if we we re we didn't 

think that these new associations would hold under press ure. What 
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were the circumstances which gave birth to these shifts i n relations? 

The first and most important of all was the initial housing  of all the 

single men together in one ¿saisi dormitory. Approximat ely 500 men, 

most of them old isseis, were assigned beds in a huge room under the 

grandstand where the pari-mutuel clerks once sold their  $2 tickets. 

The necessity for living together in one room gave them a  sense of 

solidarity which was carried over to apartments in barrack #14. This 

sense of solidarity was strengthened too by their strong n ationalis-

tic feeling towards their native land. Since the recreatio n program 

was oriented to the nisei and failed to include»the isse i and the 

kibei, they resorted to card playing and eventually to ga mbling. When 

eight men were picked up in the men's dorm for gambling a ns sent to 

the San Mateo County  J ail, the administration began to clamp down on 

all forms of card playing. Immediatelt rumors began fly ing around 

that the administration would also forbid G-oh and shogi  (  chess).  x his 

got the issei hopping mad because these games were not con ducive to 

gambling. Meanwhile the administration was continually d iscriminating 

against the  i  ssei---wouldn't all them to run for elective of fices, 

forbade a Japanese section in the press, listened only to th e nisei 

because the issei couldn't speak English, wouldn't allo w meetings to 

be held in Japanese. 

^11 in all the issei and kibei elements were frustrated and angry. 

They were confused because the administration and the nis ei leaders 

were not able to interpret the policies and rulings which w ere being 

handed out each day. They were infuriated because they w ere not given 

equal priviliges with the citizen nisei. All of these facts EaKSKtà 

created a tendency for the issei-kibei group to ktick toge ther and • 

exert their influence via one large group. When Ichiro Akiy a addres-

sed the caucus he pointed out some of the above facts.  The fact that 

Ernest Iiyama was himself a kibei and could understand J apanese, Akiya 
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said would assure him a big block of votes, the votes of app roxi-

mately 300 single isseis and kibeis who were residing in barrack //14 

He added that Iiyama 1s left-wing activities would not affect him too 

much. It was known that in precinct ""2 there were abou t 800 eligble 

votes, "nyone was eligible to vote who was 21 or over wit h no re-

strictions on citizenship. It was estimated by the caucus  that only 

500-600 out of the eligible 800 would vote since many of th e voters 

were old issei men and women who never had the privilige o f franchise 

and would not exercise their right. the caucus felt that if Iiyama 

had 300 votes in the bag before he started campaigning that  it would 

be a walk away and therefore it chose to support Iiyama w ithout any 

hesitation. Iiyama himself was not at the caucus, but it was known 

that he would abide by the decesion of the group whether it endorsed 

him or not. 

Akiya further added that a lot of ground work had alread y been 

laid in getting the bachelors to back Iiyaçia. He also stat ed that 

nearly all the bachelors were against Takahashi and wante d to see him 

defeated. That evening the Y,D. group formld a campai gn committee. 

A committee to work for the issei votes and another for the n isei waâ 

organized. The next day additional nomination blanks w ere circulated 

around by the campaign committee. Most of our energie s were directed 

to the issei rather than to the nisei. Our angle was somet hing like 

this: "Iiyama is a conscientious boy who was reared in J apan, a kibei 

he can speak both English and Japanese with eqyal facili ty. By virtue 

of his training in Japan he understands your feelings and can if elect-

ed bring those to the attention of the administration m uch better than 

can a nisei. He has had a great deal of experience in po litics and 

government (didn't specify his activities) He is able t o speak to the 

sta 'f without any hesitency since he has had much co ntact with Cauca-

sians, infact he was working as a civil servant etc." (The  main point 

was that he could speak Japanese as well as English) 
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x o the nisei the line went like this: "He8s a better guy th an 

Takahashi, right? O.K. Iiyama not only believes and stan ds for demo-

cracy, equality of rights, but practices it. He has had pl enty of 

experience in politics and government and is very outspoke n in his 

beliefs. He will give the people more opportunity to b4 hea rd via 

weekly precinct meetings, moreover he's not out for himse lf etc." 

Anyone who was a citizen and 25 years old and who solic ited 50 names 

of eligible voters in his precinct qualified himself as  a candidate 

for councilman. 

The Y.D. group with the aid of a few progressive issei£  went to 

work immediately to gather as many signatures as possi ble. Since 

for many of the issei this accepted election procedure w as th&fcr 

first experience and was foreign to them, many of them hesita ted to 

sign. Many thought that his signature on the nomination b alnk would 

mean that he voted for the candidate and therefore asked d etailed 

questions. Some were embarrassed to sign because they h ad a diffi-

cult time writing ¿heir name and if they signed their writin g would 

be illegible, and a few were suspicious and didn't wan t to sign their 

names to anything. (In Japan penmanship is considered as  an indicator 

of one's breeding and therefore Jsou see their reluctence  to sign their 

names in English) 

Realizing that most of the isseis would vote for the man whose 

nomination blank he signed the Y.D. group worked fast an d furiously 

contacting the isseis before the other prospective ca ndidates had a 

chance of reaching them. In securing the signatures it wa s discovered 

that the issei women were very reluctent to sign. In most c ases they 

remarked that the signatures of the husband was sufficient  for the 

both of them and only in a few cases did the wife differ from the 

husband. I believe this is a good indication of the degr ee of depend-

ence of the woman to the man in the Japanese family in matter s of 

politics. Another interesting Japanese custom was intr oduced during 
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this election and that was the custom of in'roducing the candidate. 

In America personal contact between the candidate and t he voter is 

seldom achieved, but in the Japanese community it was almo st a 

necessity. All of the candidates in precinct"#2 visited ea ch family 

unit in tow of his campaign manager who introduced him to the pro-

spective voter and extolled his virtues. 

Ahe isseis on the whole looked upon the elections as a spe ctator 

would look upon a circus; it was a novelty and it was fun. At the 

outset nomination petitions for the incumbant Takahashi and Iiyama 

were the only ones circulating in precinct #2. Later on anot her 

candidate Kanehara, a kibei who was associated with the i ndependent 

Japanese Berkeley Methodist church had petitions out. I n the mean-

time the Oakland M.E. group and the Berkeley christians who disliked 

Takahashi, but could not back Iiyama because he in their e yes was not 

"respectable" and who did not associate with the independen t Berkeley 

Methodist crowd got organized and began to circulate petit ions for 

Hachiro Iwasa.  x hey began securing signatures about two d ys before 

the deadline when all petitions had to be in. All of the candi dates 

had their nomination blanks with fifty or more signatures in  the 

center manager's office a good many hours before the de adline with 

the exception of Iwasa. He missed the deadline by half an h our, 

The center manager and the other candidates in precinct #2 declared 
Iwasa's 

that they would overlook he tardiness and would khX incl ude his 

name on the ballot, but Iwasa's campaign committee in tru e christian 

fashion chose to comply with the literal interpreta 1 ion of the rules 

and announced martyrdom that Iwasa would be a write-in ca ndidate in 

precinct#2. The Y.C. group was willing to overlook th e late filing 

because the entrance of Iwasa would help split the votes and would 

take votes away from Takahashi and would help pave the wa y for a 

1 iyama victory. 
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Ahe signatures on Iiyama's petitions numbered 258, the next 

highest being a little over eighty-five in precinct #2. Wh en this 

fact was discovered the Y.D's. tried to influence the edito r of the 

paper Taro Katayama to print the number of signatures obta ined 

beside the name of the candidates because they thought tha t the 

number 258 would look very impressive comapred to 85 a nd 59 and when 

the residents saw that in the paper more of them would v ote for 

Iiyama when the elections came around. But the editor alth ough a 

staunch Iiyama supported himself refused and said that it would not 

be in the spirit of the election rule. 

December 7th, FBI raids, curfew, travel regulations and the sub-

sequent evacuation put the non citizen issei on the def ensive and 

placed a hollow premium on citizenship.  x he only fact which kept 

Tanforan from becoming a transplanted Japanese communit y pre Dec. 7 

was the presence of caucasian administrators. If the iss ei had 

citizenship and were able to speak English and unders and it, they 

would have had complete control of the affairs of the cent er. Ihe 

issei had begun to develop since the outbreak of the war a n egati-

vistic philosophy, but they were not defeatist. They sho wed amazing 

psychological recuperative powers. At the outset of the r esettle-

ment program they were kept busy setting up their new liv ing quarters 

and trying to make heir new homes as comforatable as po ssible. But 

as time went on the isseis began to take interest in the af fairs of 

the center, at first as individuals and later in groups . •'•hey slowly 

gathered their forces which were depleted of leadership material, 

because so many of the former leaders were interned, and beg an to 

exert pressure. Most of this organization was carried on 

underground and was anifested in ideas and attitudes. 

~ince the administration was caucasian and ost of the isse is wer< 

not able to speak English fluently they were not able t o itoake an actH 
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part in the operations of the center. The suspicious eye of the army 

and its regula ions prohibiting the non citizens from ho lding elec-

tive offices did not help the iseei eause. All things Japane se were 

frowned upon by the administEEtion and the isseis were ge tting angry 

and wanted to do something to forestall the complete abol ishment of 

Japanese activities. 

With the issei held in check by the administration the nisei 

naturally took over the leadership of the center. Since th ings Jap-

anese were unpopular the nisei went out whole hog for t hings American. 

ihey became  200% flag waving"Americans" which raised the ire of the 

issei. There was some feeling among the nisei that the is seis were 

to blame for the evacuation. They xnmtKXQtsdt, the nis ei argued that 

if the issei were more observant they would have been abl e to realize 

the future consequences of the establishment of Japanese l anguage 

schools, Tokyo orientation etc. and would have discourag ed the customs 

and ideas of their native land. w'ith a caucasian adminis tration and 

the nisei partially in the saddle it was inevitable that t he activi-

ties in the center took on an outward American appearenc e. Bread and 

potatoes in place of rice, forks instead of chopsticks, co rny nisei 

talent shows instead of shibais(Japanese drama), showers i nstead of 

baths, English instead of Japanese. The isseisis couldn' t fcacksxfcfc 

understand it and couldn't take it. It was foreign to them. This 

feeling was aggravated since they had no choice --it wa s take it or 

leave it. They only took a little. 

Now many of the issei misinterpreted all of this. A numbe r of 

them believed that the nisei were instumental in the iss uance of new 

regulations and orders discriminating against the isse i. They belie-toed 

that the nisei were trying to take advantage of their new positions 

Hand at the same time entrench themselves more firmly with the staff. 

I believe that there is little foundation for such accu sations. If 
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the nisei group as such discriminated against the issei they didn't 

do it consciously and they didn't do it directly. In so far as I was 

able to observe I did not detect any group of nisei attempt und er-

handed or otherwise better rheir position at the expense  of the issei. 

An important reason why the nisei would not attempt such a m ove is 

that most of them still have parents living and they wo uld not jepor-

dize them. 

When the issei and kibei bachelors moved from the grand stand dorm-

to barrack #14 which was in precinct #2 there was quite a bit  of re-

sentment from the residents of that area especially from the nisei. 

The women were afraid to pass by #14 at night unescorted b ecause news 

began to spread that some of the men had ac :osted girls. The people 

associated filth, greed and low breeding with the bachel ors and the 

mess hall crew in mess #8 throught they would complicate m a ters in 

the dining room, but on the whole the bachelors were ve ry cooperative. 

In this struggle between the nisei and issei, the kibeis, who were 

mostly bachelors, sided with the issei element. 

_ out the time the nomination petitions began to circula te around 

talk about the relative merits of the various candidates i n their 

own precinct. ^ince they could not qualify for the positi on they 

wanted to back a man who would look after their interes ts. When the 

nomination blanks were all in, the more articulate is seis in the cen-

ter got together and formed an issei council which met a nd endorsed 

one candidate in each precinct and capped out campaign  strategy. Before 

this overall council was formed there were in existence a few local 

issei councils but these were merged into the overall co uncil. 

It is interesting to note some of the reasons which motivate d some 

some of the men to form an issei pressure group.  J ome men like Mr. 

the center, the issei element began to take interest. Th ey began to 
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Obata lost their position in the community since citizen s were favored 

and were trying to regain their prestige and position whi ch they 

en.ioyed before Dec. 7th. °ome were agitators who through t that any 

additional confusion that they might create would help Japan win the 

war. Others were interested to get men elected who would sin cerely 

represent the interests of the issei. The progressive iss eis joined 

the council because a democartic principle was involved, t he principle 

of equality. They saw no reason why the issei should be de nied the 

right to hold elective offices. "Why were not the citizen  nisei 

evacuated as well as the non citizen issei?" Are we not all me mbers 

of the community" Most of the men in the council agreed that  if the 

issei were able to hold elective offices in all orobability none of 

them would run begause of the language barrier, but they wer e iddig-

nant because the administration forbade them. A princip le was in-

volved and the nisei didn't do anything about it. 

The issei council pushed the idea of creating an issei "a dvisory" 

board in each precinct to assist the councilman. What t hey actually 

had in ind was that the status of the councilman should be th at of 

a puppet of the issei body. Now the leaders of this overall iss ei 

council were suprisin&ly enough the progressive isse is. i-'hey domi-

nated the council because they were the most articulate and  vociferous 

members.  x hey understood demociestic prodedure and some of the pr o-

ressive isseis were citizens by virtue of their partici pation in 

•.Vorld War I. The issei progressives were old time anar achists and 

socialists, some of whom were political refugees from Japa n and they 

seemed to be concentrated in precinct #2. It should be ad ded that 

the whole issei council and its activities were kept under ground. The 

pressure exerted by the issei council was most keenly felt in precinct 

#2 because of the activities of the progressive members. ¿he council 

backed Iiyama, but later some members notably Obata with drew his 
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their support in favor of Iwasa. 

Ernest Iiyama 

Iiyama is a kibei fellow traveler who had been, previous to his 

evacuation, president of the Oakland Mounf Democratic cl ub. He was a 

well known resident in Oakland, but he was a marked man. His pa rents 

and kin folk are all in Japan. He attended the Univ. of C alifornii 

for approx. two years majoring in engineering but droppe d out of 

school. His associations with the left-wing movement st arted in the 

years between 1937-38.  a e was instrumental in the organizing of the 

Oakland Young Democratic club in 1939. First it was an Ols on campaign 

organization and later it affiliated itself with the You ng Democrats 

of California Inc. The change in the party line in 1939 s plit the 

Young Democrats into two groups at their 1949 convention . The Oakland 

nisei Y.D. club largely through the hard efforts of Iiy ama went ttith 

6he "imperialist war" group. The members of the club wer e ignorant of 

the meaning of party line etc., but when the line changed again when 

Russia was invaded by the Nazis they realized what it wa s all about. 

Dec. 7th and the talk of evacuation stirred up the members of the 

club. The communist party line in America was "unity", but it did 

not have a policy for evacuation. When evacuation talk be came more 

popular during Feb. 1942, the nisei members of the C.P. c m e out for 

voluntary evacuation of all Japanese. In all likelihood t hey recei-

ved their instructions from some Party chiefs in San Franc isco, prob-

ably John Pittmam, political writer for the people's Worl d. Iiyama 

approached the club in early March and asked the members to  come out 

for voluntary evacuation, reason --"unity", ^ut this tim e the rembers 

knew what the score was and turned him down completel y. Though he was 

repudiated the feeling among the members was not strained a b it so it 

was not difficult to reorganize in the Tanforan electi ons. 

After he dropped out of school he did a lot of odd jobs in and 
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arouhd the bay area. Once he attempted to organize the J apanese dry 

cleaning workers in Oakland, but he didn't get very far. J ust prior 

to his evacuation he was a temporary clerk in the Alameda  County 

clerk's office. He was a member of the Oakland JAGL, but w as always 

in the minority. 
/ 

Kanehara 

Mr. Kanehara was house manager of barrack #16 northside. He too 

was a kibei, but unlike Iiyama had ideas of an issei. His comm and of 

English was poor and he didn't have much color as a candi date. Pre-

vious to his evacuation he was an operator of a dry cleanin g estab-

lishment in Berkeley. He was drafted to run by one of the mem bers o<ff 

the independent Methodist church and he didn't have muc h support. He 

later withdrew from the race and threw his support to Iiya ma/ 

Hachlro Iwasa 

Iwasa was the write-in candidate and the only one in the who le 

election. He was a former resident of Oakland, married and  a grad 

from the Univ. of Calif, in architecture. From what I can ga ther he 

was not too active in the  J apanese community in Oakland. It seems 

that his only association with the community was via the O akland M .E. 

church. Prior to his evacuation he was an architect. I beli eve he 

did some work for the Xftji FHA. He was a member of the Oakl and Ce-op 

association and a reader of the People's World. Christia n socialist 

type. 

Henry Takahashi 
second 

Henry is the oldest son of the famous Takahashi clan of Be rkeley. 

He is married has two children and resided in Berkeley. A graduate of 

Univ. of Calif, in optometry. I believe he enjoyed a fa irly good 

practice in the Japanese community in San Francisco. Du ring his young-

er days, I understand, he was the charging white knight in t he Japanese 
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Christian circles in California. He was the motivating fo rce in the 

founding and building of the Berkeley United church. I do not know' 

whether he was an active member of the JACL or not, but I d o know 

that he wasn't very active in the JACL during the trying da ys 

prior to the evacuation. Since I have not been a resident of the 

Bay area for a long time and had not associated myself w ith the 

Japanese community, I am igmorant of the community gossip, but I hear 

that Mr. Takahashi was falling out of favor with the Japan ese community 

during the past few years. ¿he most comrnom charge was that Takahashi 

was out for himself and only himself. To what extent the c onduct of 

his very agressive mother which helped to put the Takahas hi name in 

bad witht he community affected Henry I do not know. An yway, it seem-

ed, when the elections came around, that everyone bufe his immediate 

family and a few stooges disliked him. The bachelors in # 14 would 

make vituperative remarks about him and many said that th ey would 

attack him if he ever showed his fqce around barrack #14.  Poor man! 

When the nomination blanks were all in, the progressi ve element 

in Precint 2 urged the .Chairman of the election commi ttee of the pre-

cinct to call an election rally at which the various candi dates 

could present their platforms. The race was already heate d in the 

district before the rally was held. On the eve of the ra lly, Iiyama's 

strategy committee met to map out plans for the meeting. We  expected 

some mud slinging and red baiting, especially from the Tak ahashi 

crowd and were prepared for it. We knew that besides Kane hara Ilyama 

was the only one who could speak Japanese fluently, in fac t, Iiyama 

was the only candidate in the entire camp who could speak  both 

languages fluently. Since we were not worried about Kaneh ara's 

chances, we prepared a long list of questions in Japan ese, which were 

difficult to understand, and were prepared to shoot the m at Takahafchi 
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and Iwasa to embarrass them. We were also prepared to give T akahashi 
when 

a rousing cheer  fe&fsrcK  he got up to speak and maintain a chilling 

silence when he got through. The rally in Precinct 2 creat ed quite 

a furore since it was the first to "be held in the cente r and the race 

was so keen. It was understood "by all of the candidat es that after 

they were through speaking they would be asked questions by the audience. 

The Iiyama strategy committee asked that the speeches b e very short 

_so__that the question period cotfld be long. 

The recreation hall where the rally was held was packed with 

some 300 people. The crowd consisted mostly bf Issei men w ith a 

sprinkling of Nisei and people from other districts who were interest-

in seeing what kind of showing Takahashi would make. The meeting 

went along fine with Takahashi being introduced by a ma n who had said 

earlier in the campaign that he would back Iiyama. Taka hashi pro-

ceeded to half read a speech in Japanese which, some peop le said, 

was probably written by his mother. Iwasa also made a poo r showing 

as far as appealing for Issei votes was concerned. After all the 

candidates were introduced and had finished speaking, the  progres-

sives who were present wanted to ask questions. By the time all the 

speakers were through, it was ten minutes to nine, and nine  o'clock 

was the deadline for all meetings in the center. For so me unknown 

reason, the Chairman of the rally, Art Kariya, who was appo inted by 

Takahashi and who, by some coincidence lived next door to T akahashi, 

decided to adjourn the meeting before the time was up. 

The progressives started to raise a howl. Immediately, H oko 

Ikeda, one of the progressive Isseis who did not live in t heprecinct 

and who has a rapier-like tongue, began to lash out at Kar iya. Mr. 

Ikeda looks like a typical radical agitator as depelcted by the Hearst 
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presa. He has a commanding voice and manner and if he were  able to 

speak English, he would put Harry Bridges to shame. 

As the crowd "began to file out, Mr. Ikeda dramatically j umped 

on the stairs outside of the building and began to talk in Japanese. 

The crowd lingered to listen to him. The Isseis were fu rious to the 

point where they wanted to assualt Kariya because he had a djourned 

the meeting KERfcKacKyxfcH without allowing a question pe riod. Some of 

the Niseis in the crowd were afraid that the internal poli ce might 

show up and that dire consequences would follow since soap Iskkks 

box meetings in Japanese were forbidden. After Mr. Ikeda talked for 

about three minures, Iiyama who was still in the building rushed out 

and Jumped up on the stairs and stopped Ikeda's harangue . Iiyama 

addressed the crowd and told them in a calm voice and in Japanese 

that this kid of demonstration wasn't conducive to anyth ing but draw-

ing more restrictions from the administration. He to ld the people to 

go home and was given a rousing cheer from the crowd. Ikeda said a 

few more words and finally yelled "Iiyama banzai" where upon the crowd 

returned the call and began to disperse. No other rally in th e center 

had the dramatic quality of the rally in precinct #2. 

x he election rally gave great impetus to the campaign in #2. ^oon 

signs and posters appeared on walls of latrines and other buildings. 

The first posters to appear were the Iiyama posters. Iiy ama's campaign 

committee also had the first Japanese posters as well. As election 

day drew closer the signs became more numerous. The Takah ashi posters 

emphasized the incumbant position and the fact that he was a married 

man and had two children and therefore was a more subst antial man. 

Since Iwasa was a write-in candidate his posters always p layed up the 

write-in angle. Kanehara's campaign committee consist ed of only one 

man so he didn't do very much. Iiyama's posters emphasized t he fact 

that he would represent all interests equally whether th ey be Issei 
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or Nisei. His campaign aigns also pointed out his posit ion on the 

ballot -- the first name -- mark your cross in the first squa re. As 

the intensity of the poster battle increased, Iiyama's campaign commit-

tee began to comment on the posters of the other candidates . Some of 

them they put into writing and placed them next to those t o which 

they referred. For example, Takahashi had a poster whic h went some-

thing like this, "Don't switch horses in mid-stream." Iiya ma1s group 

put up a sign with the retort, "Why vote for a horse? Vote for a 

man -- Iiyama." 

Many of Iiyama'ssupporters worked as waiters in one of t he mess 

halls in the precinct. One day, they all blossomed out w ith placards 

and lapel signs bearing "Vote for Iiyama" slogans. The mess manager 

laid down the rule the next day that mess hall workers w ould not be 

permitted to campaign in the mess hall. The Iiyama campaign commit-

tee than decided to give out paper napkins to everyone  going into 

the mess tells of the precinct with "Vote for Iiyama" signs o n them 

but couldn't get them printed in time. The committee als o had in-

tentions of pulling some gags in the mess hall but decid ed against it. 

One that was suggested was having a man fall dramatically t o the floor 

in a faint and while being carried out on a stretcher, mumbli ng, "Vote 

for Iiyama." ALL  OF  Iiyama's supporters wore lapel badges. 

In the midst of the campaign, one of the members of the Iiy ama 

strategy committee contacted the Kanehara campaign mana ger and induc-

ed him to ask Kanehara to withdraw from the race,since he didn't have 

a chance, and throw his support to Iiyama since their pled ges were 

moreor less the same. Kanehara agreed, and the next day he  made huge 

signs in Japanese announcing his withdrawal from the ra ce and request-

ing that his supporters cast their votes for Iiyama. In the  meantime, 

the Iiyama campaign committee surrepti^ously secured a list of the 
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names of all the eligible voters in the precinct and proc eeded to 

divide the precinct  flrnto  wards, assigning an Issei and a Nisei to 

contact every family unit with calling cards asking t hem to vote for 

Iiyama. 

As election day drew near, it was decided by all of the Chair men 

of the election committees throughout the center to hold a mass 

parade on the eve of election. On the day of theparade the  various 

campaign committees worked feverishly to prepare for t he grand event. 

T he parade which was to 3tart at Precinct #1 at 6:30 P.M. , lead by 

the drum and bugle corps of the ¿oy Scouts, actually go t under way 

at 7:00. It was prearranged that as the parade wound its w ay through 

the various precincts from #1 to #5» that each precinct would add 
that 

its various candidates and the entire group finally stag e a mass de-

monstration in front of the grandstand. 

The parade was very colorful and drew a big crowd. Appro ximate-

ly 800 people participated in the parade itself. The eve nt was in-

teresting because it had both American and Japanese infl uences. I 

believe it was the first time in America that the Japanese, Issei, 

Nisei and Kibei, participated either singly or together in a poli-

tical demonstration. Nearly all of the Candidates march ed in front 

of their delegation. It is interesting to note that the pa rticipants 

in the parade were almost exclusively young boys, man y of the ineli-

gible to vote. The Iiyama delegation was the only gro up in which 

Nisei of both sexes and Kibei and Issei were represented. It was 

also the only wholly adult group. Signs and placards, bo th in English 

and Japanese, vied with each other for recognition. Som e of the 

participants rigged up funny costumes and in most of the deleg ations 

members had collected the tops of garbage cans, tubs, b uckets, etc., 

and went to town. 



( 10 ) 

After the demonstration in front of the grandstand, the parade 

broke up and some of the groups marched back to their own p recincts, 

continuing to parade around the home area until nightfall. Of the 

three candidates in Precinct 2, Iiyama's Campaign commi ttee put on 

the best show. His delegation had three huge signs made fr om bed 

sheets donated by enthusiastic supporters. Two of thes e signs were 

in Japanese, one in English. All of the participants who didn't 

texxaxsH don costumes or who weren't banging on cans or tubs, carr ied 

penants and distributed Iiyama literature. There were ap proximately 

35-4-0 members in the Iiyama delegation. Of the three candidates in 

Precinct 2, the Takahashi group was the daddest. His d elegation 

numbered seven people, two of whom were members of his family and 

one, Ben Iijima, who« I learned later with satisfaction, was only 

an interested observer. 

During the coir seof the campaign, members of the Iiyama c ommit-

tee were continually asked by other people why Iiyam a, an out-and-out 

anfii-fascist (always implying a Communist) received the e support of 

the most ^RStM&xsK&xi pro-nationalist element in camp, th e Issei 

bachelors. The stock answer of the Iiyama grouo^ was th at Iiyama 

always stood for democracy and equality of rights and priv ileges 

long before evacuation so the Isseis trusted him to keep h is word. 

The fact that he was a Kibei and was able to speak Japanese fluently 

was so important to the Issei that the redbaiting that was c arried 

on did not deter them from supporting him. 

On election day the banners which were carried in the parade 

the night before were pla ced in conspicuous places near t he polling 

booths. All the signs had to be 100 feet away from the po Is. The 

administration built three booths in each of the polls a nd furnished 

a ballot box. There was quite a bit of confusion at the po lls in 

Precinct 2 because procedure was not very well organized . The Aus-

tralian ballot was foreign to the Issei and the existen ce of a write-
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in candidate added to the confusion. Since the ballots we re printed 

in English, the Isseis did not know what to do once they re ceived 

their ballot. Iiyama*s campaign managers immediately ma de some 

signs in Japanese, giving instructions on how to mark the b allot 

and placed one in each booth. Those who wished to vot e for Iv/asa, 

the write-in candidate, were bewildered. The Iwasa peo ple immediate-

ly went home and gathered ordinary lead pencils and star ted to pass 

them out at the polling station, but the Iiyama campaign m anagers 

protested, saying that the name should be written eith er in indelible 

pencil or in ink. The election chairman ruled likewise and  each 

booth was furnished with an indelible pencil. The Iiyam a campaign 

committee also demanded that the name of the woite-in c andidate be 

written in English and not Japanese, and it was so ordere d. 

Anyone over 21 years of age, regardless of citizenship, was 

eligible to vote. As each voter came into the polling st ation to 

cast his vote, his name was checked against the register t hat had 

been compelled by the employment office. In doubtful case s, voters 

were requested to show some identification before th ey received their 

ballots. The ballots were then marked and put into the box. There 

was a very good turnout in Precinct 2 as in all of theother dis tricts. 

Approximately 30% of the eligible voters of the center e xercised 

their right of franchise. 

The polls were open from 8:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. and the resu lts 

announced at 9:00 that evening. Ernest Iiyama was electe d Oouncil-

man from Precinct 2, garnering 3 v o t e s , Iwasa made a sur -

prisingly good showing by netting votes, and Takahashi, t he 

incumbent, was thoroughly repudiated with 124 votes, h f votes 

less than the write-in candidate. 
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When the results were announced, the Iiyama forces deci ded to 

hold a victory party that night. The Kibeis who supporte d Iiyama had 

already prepared rice "balls that afternoon for the par ty since they 

were so sure that Iiyama was going to win. In the midst of the 

party, a heated controversy arose as to the manner of cel ebrating 

victory in the community. The Kibeis wanted to hold a parad e the next 

day with banners and posters and at the end of the demo nstration 

thanking the people for their support. They contended t hat in Japan 

that was the custom and they wanted to conform to it. The Nise is 

protested, saying that such a demonstration would do more  harm than 

good from the point of view of goodwill and unity. They ma intained 

that the other candidates and their friends would feel a s though 

we were rubbing it in and in view of the circumstances surro unding 

the contest in Precinct 2, where the contest was so shar p, it was 

inadvisable to hold such a demonstration. The Kibei elem ent said 

that they would abide by whatever decision Iiyama chose t o make. 

The latter clinched the matter by deciding aginst the dem onstration. 

Campaign personalities 

Guy Uyama Mr. Uyama was one of the outstanding personalit ies in 

the center as well as in the campaign for Iiyama. An issei but a 

citizen toy virtue of his participation in the last war, he was very 

active in the civic affairs in the San Francisco Japane se community 

prior to the evacuation.  ^  e was the commander of the Japanese Ameri-

can Legion post in San F^anicsco and was instrumental in se curing 

passage of the Nye bill which gave the Japanese aliens w ho partici-

pated in the world war citizenship status. Besides his  Legion acti-

vities he was involved in Boy Scout work and helped organi ze the drum 

and bugle corps in San Francisco and continued his activité s in this 

work in the center. 

About 55 years old now, he came from Japan when he was 19  years 
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old as a political refugee. He had anarchistic leanings an d made 

many soap-box orations before he came to America. I beli eve he had 

some association with the Wobblies before America enter ed the war in 

1917. He has engaged in quite of bit of muckraking and pamphl eteering 

in the Japanese community in and around the bay area. His ac quaint-

ance with many people and his ability to speak both Engli sh and Jap-

anese plus being an issei citizen made him an invaluable m an in the 

I£yama campaign committee. h e was the unofficial chairman of the issei 

council and his knowledge of parliament!fry and conventi on procedure 

which he picked up during his lobbying days in Washington an d Legion 

meetings qualified him to be unanimously elected chair man of the 
constitutional 

Tanforan KSHSxfcxfciEiHXi convention. 

Hoko Ikeda 

Mr. Ikeda was perhaps the most dynamic man in the center once he 

opened his mouth and perhaps the most pictureque figure in the whole 

campaign with his Lenin like appearance with gotee and al l. Prior 

to his evacuation he was a resident of Redwood City and a f requent 

contributor to "Doho" the organ of the Japanese Communi st Party of 

America. He was a progressive but not a member of the C.P- His 

political leanings were more to the second internationa l than anything 

elese. 

When the federal government asked the residents to submi t their 

names for repartiation pmrposes Mr. Ikeda complied. Aske d by his 

friends why? , he replied, once he got to Japan he would go to Ghina 

and fight the Japs. He was an issei and though he could not speak 

English very well he understood it and he was well acqua inted with 

democratic procedure. I believe he was a reader of the Peop les World. 

Mr. Iseyama 

Mr. Iseyama was one of the "respectable" isseis who was an a ctive 
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supporter of Iiyama. He was a resident of Berkeley and I be lieve an 

active leader in Berkeley Japanese Christian circles. h e was extremely 

valuable in securing votes among the Berkeley people si nce he was a 

well standing man in the community. 

Mr. Nishimura 

Mr. Nishimura was an old time socialist and was a marke d man as far 

as the Japanese in California was concerned.  Xi e was the editor and 

publisher of a liberal Japanese paper in Sacramento about five years 

ago. 

Ichiro Akiya 

Mr. Akiya was perhaps the most XHafcramsHksti: instrum ental figure in 

electing Iiyama. He aas a kibei and was single and lived w ith the 

bachelors in the dorm and later moved with them to barra ck $14. He 

spoke English and Japanese with equal facility. Unlike m ost kibeis 

Akiya was an ardent antifascist. He  was  a graduate of a Japanese 

university and was active in the student movement in his un dergrad-

uate days. He came to America during the early 30  ' s  and belongs to 

that group of kibeis who were infused with Marxist philo sophy in 

Japan. 

Marxism was very popular among the intellectuals in Japan i n the 

20's and early 30's and many kibeis who were active in the s tudent 

movement and who returned to America during the early 30 1 s continued 

their activités in America. Many of them joined the C.P. , infact, they 

constitute the backbone of the Japanese C.P. in America.  The kibeis 

who returned to America after 1935 are the most rabid pro f ascist 

element in the Japanese community,.so in the kibei we fin d both extremes 

of political thought.  r r ior to his evacuation Akiya was employed by 

the Sumitomo bonk  là  San Francisco. This is suprising in that Akiya 

was fairly active in the Japanese C.P. circles in San Fr ancisco. Hewas 

a fairly well known resident in the S.F. Japanese Community. 


