
A PROPOSED STUDY OF SOCIAL REIIJTTORATION AMONG THE EVACUATED 
JAPANESE 

This study will involve the examination of the factors of 
social change which have arisen as the result of the mas s evac-
uation of all the Japanese residents of the Pacific coasta l areas» 
As a result of evacuation, a number of new social commun ities, 
the participants of which are solely the relocated Japanese , 
have been created. From the socio~anthropological po int of view 
it is obvious that a number of startling social developme nts 
will have taken place. The problem of this study will co ncern 
itself not only with these developments as they apply to t he 
new community, but also with the new patterns of behav ior which 
have been forced upon the evacuated individual« The keyn ote of 
the survey will be that of social reintegration; descrip tive 
material of every social aspect must be gathered in orde r to 
present as complete a picture as possible of the newly evol ving 
community. Non-material items will be a primary consider ation, 
the material aspects being delineated as they reflect be havior 
pattern, motor habit, etc. Briefly, this study will enta il 
acculturation• 

The method concerned will involve the intensive study 
of a single relocation center, implying a protracted vis it 
and the employment of competent "native ef  informants. In order 
to present as complete a study as possible, detailed inf ormation 
of the new social order, house groups, the family, gro up leader-
ship, economy, religion, and possibly of language and physical 
type must be obtained. Such information must be Interpre ted 
in a twofold light: 1. as viewed from the prosent day cultu re 
of the United States, particularly of the Pacific coast, 2. as 
viewed from the background of Japanese culture. The latt er 
category will provide the greater wealth of data, inasmuc h as 
the anthropologist finds his interest in the clash of c ultures 
and in the survival of culture patterns. A proposed method 
will involve the survival of Japanese culture traits and th eir 
application against an "American 41 background. The alien group, 
the I esel« will be particularly observed to determine th eir 
assimilation of American culture traits. 

Of particular interest is the fact that a virtually new 
culture is being created in the relocation centers. To obs erve 
this, to record hitherto unprocurable data, will be the tas k 
confronting anyone undertaking an investigation of this kind. 
Given the social pioture in one relocation center, ob servations 
pertinent to other  >  may be made on less protracted stays. An 
idea of conparative development ma$ be obtained from visi ts 
to all the centers in the Pacific region. 



Notes on Interview with Colonel Evans. DST, May 20,1942 

Shibutani was evacuated to Tanforan during DST's absence i n New York. VG went 

down to see him soon after he arrived in Tanforan and had con siderable difficulty 

in locating him. He was found just ten minutes before the vi siting hour ended, 

therefore she had little chance to discuss the study with him. DST thefeupon 

telephoned Mr. Bates and asked that he arrange a pass to Tanf oran which would 

make contact with Shibutani and the others on the study easie r to manage. 

DST also telephoned Mr. Lawson and asked whether it would  be all right to come 

and see the students. Mr. Lawson asked that the matter be c leared through 

^r. Nicholson's office. Mr. Nicholson was, however, out of town and the case 

was referred via Mr # Bates to Mp. Fryer. Mr. Fryer wrote a letter to Colonel 

Evans, indicating DST's connection with the project and tel ling of the approval 

6f WRA of what she was doing. Bates suggested to DST that she s ee Major 

Durbin in Colonel Evans 1 office. °n the assumption that the letter had gone 

through, DST  ftent  to San Francisco and telephoned Major Durbin. H©  w a s  cordial 

but expressed total ignorance of what it was all about an d said that no letter 

had arrived in his office. H© made an appointment, hwoever, for DST to see 

Colonel Evans at 1:15 pm of the same day. DST arrived at Mr. B ates' office 

at 1 pm and a search was instituted for the le'fber. It  tfould  not be found, but 

Bates telephoned Major Durbin and told him of the contents o f the letter. 

The interview with Colonel Evans (Major Durbin was also pr esent) was highly 

gratifying. DST explained the nature of her research proj ect ?and Colonel Evans 

showed an intelligent interest in the whole thing. He aske d whether the 

data collected would be made available to '"fRA and DST ass ured him that she was in 

every way at the service of  W.A,  She described ter students and their quali-

fications for work of this sort and told of the type of rec ords they were col-

lecting. Colonel Evans then asked exactly what she wanted. DST indicated 

that she was not interested in an "official" visit to Tanfor an but merely in 



the possibility of talking to her students and instrucing them from time to time 

in research techniques. Colonel Evans thereupon suggeste d that he facilitate 

the work by getting the observers moved to a relocation cent er as soon as possible. 

It had never occurred to DST that cooperation of this sort o ould be expected 

and she immediately formulated a tentative plan to take u p with WRA in this con-

nection. To facilitate contact with the observers while the y were still at 

Tanforan, however, Colonel Evans gave DST a pass to the Ce nter, valid however 

only in the visitors 1 room, which seems quite satisfactory for contact M t h 

the student-observers. DST will immediately go to Tanfora n to talk to the 

observers and will also take up the matter of early removal to a relocation 

oenter with W.A. 

-



DST, May 21, 1942 

Telephoned Mr. Lawson at Tanforan in the morning. He said that it was perfectly-

all right to come down at any time during visiting hours. He took the names of 

my students and offered to send a messenger to inform them o f my proposed visit. 

%on arriving at Tanforan, I found thafche military pass w as not necessary, or at least 

not accepted. °ne simply signed up as a visitor to see a spec ific person and 

received a pass at the gate. Found the students working busi ly and relatively 

happily. Discussed their problems with them, and approac hed them about the 

possibility of moving to a relocation center shortly if  TNRA could arrange it. 

Shibutani and Najima were willing to move as soon as it could b e arranged. 

Promised to come down every week to continue discussion o f research techniques 

and to guide them in their observations until they are reloc ated. 



V 

TANFORAN - JULY 14, 1942 

On Tuesday, July 14, 1942, accompanied by Professor Taylor 
and the wife of Professor Knight, I had occasion to visit the .  • 
Tanforan Assembly Center. Here I spoke with Doris Hayash i, BenxX- 1 f 1 ™^ 
Fred Hoshiyama, Earle Yusa, and Charles Kikuchi'. The latt er two 
were most concerned over their proposed evacuation to th e Gila 
Relocation Center, the former being afraid that he would be 
evacuated elsewhere before the order from Coverley came th rough'. 
Kikuchi was worried because the illness of his mother migh t pre-
vent his going at this time. She has been in bad for ten day s. 

Since I was alone with these informants, I had some oppor-
tunity to speak about ray plans for them in the new center s, I 
mentioned that I was particularly interested in the Issei inasmuch 
as the customs of old Japan might best be drawn from this sou rce 
and here too, is to be found the most pertinent anthropolo gical 
information. In respect to this question, I asked each 'informant 
to outline for me the town or village, the prefecture an d the 
district in Japan which was the provenience of his family; also 
I expressed my interdest in knowing the profession or tr ade of 
the family, the social caste, etc". 

In respect to the social castes, these have been being buil t 
up in the Tanforan center. There are distinct lines of demarc ation 
between urban and rural peoples and the informants disagre ed about 
whether 'thi  s  was the result of the social castes of Japan or the 
natural contempt of the city dweller for the town dweller an d the 
farmer. Yusa thought the latter was the case. Kikuchi and the other 
boys and Doris believed that there was a definite survival in  the 
social castes here and in Japan. They were familiar with th e class 
ETA and Fred said that these were the "murderers". There a re some 
recognized ETA here in Tanforan. On the way home Mrs. Knig ht 
remarked that there were friends of hers from Berkeley who altho 
now friendly in the camp, refused to be so in Berkeley becau se one 
of t  e ladies in question had married a samurai and ®as stuck-up . 
This will ve a matter for futther investigatioft!.' 

Also at Tanforan, now that conditions have allowed for some 
moving about and the trading and changing of households, there are 
definite classes or groups which live apart and the variou s com-
munities which have grown up are referred to variously as the 
apt. house area, the slums, the farmhouses, etc. There is th e 
suggestion of rivalry between these various groups. Yus a is going 
to map out Tanforan and to delimit these districts. 

Kay Uchida told me that she could not understand small Jap an-
ese children. She has taught Caucasian Kindergarten. She said that 
the little children of this age are at a loss to know how to pl ay, 
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most unlike Caucasian children. She told me that when given a 
picture "book and when told to look at the pictures they we re at 
a loss and didn't look at the pictures at all. This may "be in a c-
cord with Lowie's recommendation of the study of motor hab its. 
Sc. motor habits in children. 
Mrs. Knight remarked to Miss TJchida that she was too Ameri canized 
and did not understand the Japanes e ¿psychology. Miss U. agreed. 

We mentioned ghost stories which are most prevalent in the c amp 
at this time'. The fireball soul visible before death, has been 
mentioned as appearing in this country'. Yusa said that he ha d 
heard of it as a child. Ben told me that the other night afte r the 
lights were out, a group got together and told ghost storie s in 
English. He said that a girl, age 21, had had nervous prostr ation 
from it and required medical care. Others refused to go hom e alone 
or even in couples after these stories. I wondered what t he ghost 
stories were about, whether English or Japanese in orig in, but the 

•boys were unable to say. I suggested possession by the fox and cat 
spirits but they couldn f t say. Ben shivered slightly when I men-
tioned these and when I pinned him down he refused to commi t him-
self, saying that he heard of fox possession but no more. T hey 
are apparently frightened by ghosts. After a moment, Fred drew me 
aside and wanted to know about this type of possession; he is a 
devout Methodist and wanted to be a minister. I explained t o him 
how the spirit inhabits the bodies of people and may cause harm 
if not controlled. He was interested and promised to find o ut what 
he could. 

Fred then bought me an Eskimo pie with his script. They have 
$32'.  00 worth of script which they don't know how to spend. The y are 
limited in what they can buy. They all laugh heartily at the sc ript 
and bet with it. Cokes and candy, cigarettes, are the usual r emuner 
ation for any favor. These are all purchased with scrip. Ea ch persn 
is allotted 2.00 in scrip XX I don't know how long this is to last 
It must accumulate. They all agreed that it was silly. 
They all had to return to work after an hour or so. I left the m and 
promised to do what I could for Earle and Charlie at Gila. Th e oth 
ers are in doubt as to where they will go.' 

I was intorduced by Taylor to Henry Kanda, a self-styled dir t 
farmer and a lousy one'. X spoke to a very suave boy standi ng near 
and he was terribly aoncerned about the lack of contracep tives. The 
pregnancy at Manzanar, his brother writes, is terrible. Th e boys 
and girls at Tanforan are not such a problem, coming as they d o 
from the cities and being more or less under parental control '. 
There is apparently less supervision at the Relocation Ce nters. 
The boy was worried because of the contraceptive problem a nd was 
afraid of the Catholic Church' influence in blocking any M.Sanger 
representative. He stated that there were prostitutes i n the camp 
but that they were the regular joro from San Francisco; al l older 
women. I remarked that I had heard that the prostitutes were  all 
younger girls, (Sc. Shibutani) but he said that this could.n ot be 
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inasmuch as there was no place to go to do the business. The p ro-
fessionals, being versed in their craft, lacked modesty an d were 
willing to lie on the ground for a pack of cigarettes or mor e 
particularly a drink if one could "be had'«' 

This boy, unfortunately I mi s'sed'hi  s  name, also remarked that to 
be a Christian was considered tantamount to being a good Am erican'. 
He said that he had heard that all the ministers said that the y 
would stamp out Buddhism among the California Japanese. T he church 
groups are being definitely emphasized, he declared. Ca tholic, 
Protestant, and Buddhist, have"all gathered their members  together 
and are doing their best to proselyte. The Catholics, he s aid, 
are getting the best break because the head of the welfare  council 
is a Catholic.' Taylor jj Ul ted that he thought that this was rumor.' 
He thinks that every^¿hihks that the other has more advanta ges. _ 
The suave boy agreedV He did not express his own religious v iews. 

I went to see Dah Lyons but he waan't there, saw Edith Pea den 
instead. She likes her work and thinks the Japanese are swe ll. I 
had to explain to my informants my original WPA connections  3£&X 
or else they might become suspicious if I were shown to know the 
admini stration. 

Returned to Berkeley at IsOO PM 



Tanforan Field Trip - Friday afternoon, July 24, 1942 

On the above date I went to Tanforan Assembly Center alon e. 
I met Earle Yusa who was wondering when the matters conce rning 
his and my removal to Gila in Arizona would be settled. I 
explained to him the various problems confronting us which had 
thus far prevented our being moved. He had quit his job be cause 
of the supposed imminence of evacution. Sarle and I con versed 
for a time regarding the general situation then he left t o get 
C. Kikuchi, Doris, and Ben. Fred dmd not appear. 

I didn ! t get a great deal done because of our discussion of 
when we would be moved. Ben was little help; he was intereste d 
in the catalog of badminton racquets which I brought him. 
Doris left to return to work after only a moment. I spent  most 
of the time talking to Sarle and Charlie. Charlie's moth er's illnes 
worries us and may seriously affect the planned movement . In 
spite of the fact that Sarle may &SJCX3£3§)Q£M)£ have to g o alone 
without Charlie, he stated that they had friends and rela tives 
in Gila now and were anxious to go. Ben seems better adju sted 
to the situation now than before while Charlie is less so. 
He complains that he has a social service certificate and t hat 
knowing no Japanese he is unable to utilize his training in the 
Japanese field. He is afraid that he has chosen the wrong pro -
fession and has felt so for some time. Physically, he is better 
off than when living as a student on $20.00 per month, he s tates. 
Nevertheless, the indecisive condition of his future is a vexing 
problem to him so he says. He is rather bitter about eva cuation 
and hates the Japanese. In our ensuing talk about the reli gious 
aspects of center life he condemned the Japanese beliefs. 

Some information was forthcoming concerning the religion  life. 
Earle, Ben and Charlie have all had Christian training an d were 
not very helpful along that line. Howdver, they were a ble to 
mention certain definite aspects of the Japanese Shinto and 
Buddhism which occur in the camp. They unfortunately la ck 
any knowledge of Buddhism and I suggested that they conta ct 
Buddhists and talk to them about the aims and purposes o f that 
philosophy. Also that they read up on Japanese religions. There 
are Buddhist priests at large in the camp who hold Sunday services. 
This is the only time that the use of the Japanese langua ge is 
permitted on a formal basis. The Buddhist Sunday services and school 
is much in evidence and there is much proselyting from ever y side. 
Protestant and Catholic proselyting is also prominent. T he 
boys all shook their heads at many of the questions that 1 put 
to thegu Lack of training was so obvious. They have neve r been 
interested in the Buddhist faith. 

^ B e n mentioned that certain Issei get together every day and sing 
^ — ^ chant. He does not know what this is. I have been unable to 

connect this with any familiar pattern. Ben is going to ask about 
¿j?  y  it. Many people have gardens in Tanforan. They have beg un dwarfing 

- (  v \ pine trees and have also placed torii in them. Some pe ople have 
0 • placed ofuta in these garden plots on sticks. No Jiz o are present, 

no phallic symbols. The torii suggest Inari but the boy s were 
ignorant of the Inari-fox complex, except that knew the fox from 
childhood legends. Some people have kamidana and butsudan  in 
their houses. Some people also have made them for exhibi ts in the 
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hobby show. On Boys' Day a few families had fish banners f lying 
above their apartments (C. May 30) Fish flags were also o n exhibit 
at the hobby show. The boys did not know about Inari. 

Fly and weight casting are done in the pool. Henry Fujita is the 
instructor. He is the national bobcasting champion. Go lf is 
played on the miniature course. 

Further information was not forthcoming. We discussed pe rscnal 
problems and are looking forward to the time when we will  be able 
to move to a more permanent location. 
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POR MR. SPENCER 
ANCESTORAL BACKGROUND 

fh 

Father: 
Born in Niigata, Japan Ooiyama Village, 
Hia father operatea a general merchandise store in Niigata 
Japan, 
He helped in the store, went to high school, then came to Unite d 
States• 
tiVas a ship captain, crew foreman in Alaska Canneries, an d then settled 
in Livingston, California as a farmer. Married and reare d four bova, 
and died at age of 47 in 1922. 

Mother: 
Born in Niigata, Japan 
Lived in Niigata, graduated high school, Midwifery school and practised 
in Tokyo, Japan, until her departure to United states in 19 12 to marry 
Mr. Hoshiyama. 
Her father was a large land owner and was the mayor of the vil lage 
called Pukasawa, now callea Shinsawa city. His father was al so a 
landowner and had many people tilling the land. In Fukasaw a, mother's 
family were considered in the highest resjject* and were to ps in 
the social world. Wherever she went, an attendant would always accom-
pany her. 

In Livingston, both mother and father worked on their farm w hich 
was 40 acres of vineyard and orchards. Miring the depressio n of 
1929, we lost the land since mortgage payments couldn't be me t 
and so mother ana four of us boys movea to San Francisco whe re we 
started from scratch. Mother never gave up and we fina lly won our 
respective place in San Francisco's Japanese town as activ e YMCA 
and Christian church workers. All of us worked our way as pa per 
route carriers, schoolboys, shoe shiners, odds ana ends w orker 
and finally, I was able to finish University of California after 
working four years after high school. Other brother worked 6 years 
before he started to go to school, lie is sophomore now wh en the 
war broke out and he had toe vacuate. Other two brothers are 
not intending to continue school. They'"were grocery stor e owners 
doin c very good business when the isioex evacuation caused t hem to 
sell it at a loss. 



VISIT TO TANFORAN - July 28, 1942 

I went to Tanforan with Dr. Thomas and. Mrs. Knight. 

I had an opportunity to speak with Ernest Takahashi, who 
is active in the educational circles of the camp. He state d that 
considerable difficulties arose in the matter of education 
since too much attention was "being paid to the matters of 
recreation to the detriment of education. The recreation program 
has been planned for several months in advance while educa tion 
is suffering. I remarked that inasmuch as education does  not 
affect all the people it seemed more fitting that thi  s  should 
be so, especially now when schools as such were not formal ly in 
session. Admitting that this was true, he stated that ne vertheless 
more progress should be made in the course of the educat ion of 
the older students and the adults. He deplored the facttha t 
many were left out in the matter of education since the y were 
unable to complete their college courses. He further sta ted that 
the lack of capable high school teachers made the problems aifficul 
Kilpatrick has made some effort to bring in high school teachers 
and educators who might train prospective teachers with adequate 
education. The army, so Dr. Thomas tells me, is against such  formal 
training. Kilpatrick has made some suggestions to prospec tive 
teaching guides to the effect that they merely visit Tan foran 
and discuss the problems of teaching to the prospective g roup. 
Takahashi remarked that they had adequate help in the kindergarten, 
and the primary grades. More important, he stated, was  the business 
of getting adequate facilities for the high school, also Jr. Hi. 
Here there is a lack of active teachers and competently t rained 
people. I remarked that I thought that inasmuch as school was 
not now in session and that the Tanforan center was mer ely tem-
porary XJ5JEEX more adequate facilities would be availa ble in the 
relocation centers. The answer came back that unless t eachers v/ere 
found here there would be a dearth of them in the relocat ion cen-
ters. Takahashi is interested primarily in adult educati on and 
is angry because the colle e students are prevented from co mplet-
ing their courses. Takahashi is clearly impressed with his own 
importance and has no interets other than primarily his ow n. 
His manner of speaking is very pedantic and dull. I was g lad 
when Dr. Thomas rejoined us after speaking with Mr. Kilpatri ck. 

I left to speak with Ben Iijima. Ben, very sensitive, was 
terribly concerned with certain rumors that he lad heard . He was 
worried because he had heard that a leper's ear was foun d in the 
showers and that fingers had been showing up in the food. I told 
him to dismiss all this as a regular camp rumor likely to  appear 
anywhere where there is a concentrated group of people. He s eemed 
somewhat reassured. He heard that there were daily death s among 
the old people because of the heat in the Arizona centers . He 
was quite  worried  about thi  s.  When we were alone we had quite an 
argument over ideals and idealism. He stated that bec ause he had 
been raised in a democratic environment and was filled wi th con-
cepts of a democratic nature his feeling should be that of right-
eous indignation at the treatment his people were receivin g. He 
stated that he has become amazed at his own passivity.  I told him 
that there was no point in chaffing at the bit; the sit uation had 
reached a status quo and nothing could now be done. He remar ked 



Tanforan - July 28, 1942 

that he was now adjusted far better than he was at firs t. He 
liked camp life "but he was afraid that he was "becoming t oo passive. 
He though that he ought to "be up in arms against the trea tment 
of the Japanese. The feeling that he is a Japanese is now strong 
in him and he is amazed to see Caucasian faces as though the y were 
an entirely foreign element. As a feeler, I remarked that he w as 
now better off than before. He stated that this was so and ce rtainly 
that his family felt so. His mother for example, is concerne d with 
many activities which were impossible for her before g ftft  1  ov°s m 

jbh&-d=4££ at^Tanforan. She is 49, a native of,Shizuoka, a nd knows 
very little"^ngxishr Formerly, she and his father had to work in 
their nursery in Redwood City and she had no freedom. No w she is 
able to visit and have the leisure time she always desired . On 
Mondays she goes to an Americanization class, Tuesdays sh e has 
piano lessons, Wednesdays and Thursdays she has an Engli sh language 
class. On other days she is concerned with visiting and  sewing 
and doing just what she wants to do, taking part in numerous recre-
ational activities. Ben further stated th&t now she was able 
to do exactly what she wanted with no thought for the futu re. Ben l s 
father, on the other hand, while he enjoys the activitie s of the 
camp life, is afraid tht the Japanese will forget how to wor k and 
always be dependent on the federal government. He is worried  over 
the fate of the Japanese after the war. Ben somewhat shares h is X 
attitudes. Ben f s father is from central Japan also. He was sickly 
as young man and was not conscripted. He came over in 1903 a nd was 
in the San Francisco fire in 1906. He married Mrs. Iij ima after 
sending for her as a picture bride. They have always bee n happy. 
Ben remarked that he was better off but would it not be be tter 
if he could help this country in its war effort.  2  remarked that 
he was helping it by acceding to evacuation but he wants a more 
active participation. He states that the Issei have lost a g reat 
deal of faith in this country because of the enforced con centration 
of the Nisei who are citizens. They as aliens realize that the y shou2L 
be concentrated bu that the Nisei as citizens have been dealt badly 
with. The value of American citizenship has depreciated . This last 
from Takahashi. Ben said that he v;as now sure to surviv e but he 
wonders if survival is sufficient. He thinks that he shou ld give more 
for an ideal. I remarked that I thought that survival wa s everything 
for the individual aiid that the individual could give much to others 
and still defend an ideal if alive. In fact, it was bette r to be ali¥ 
One could do so much more. But it is obvious that Ben has  become 
more adjusted and acclimated to camp life in this past mon th since 
I have known him. 

We spoke of Japan. He was under the erroneous impress ion that 
modern Japan has made an effort to stamp out many of the old time 
customs. I impressed him with the fact that Japan in it s national-
ism, has emphasized more and more the Japanese ways and h as encouragd 
the adoption of things Japanese in a definite reaction again st 
western civilization. He was unaware of this. He descri bed for me 
certain games and sports which are pure Japanese. He rem arked when 
I last saw him that certain people get together every afte rnoon 
and chant. They sing in long syllables and sit aroun d a table as 
they do so. This he had been asked to describe for me and to find 
out what he could about it. He was unfamiliar with it but he a sked 
his father. A description follows: 
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As a means of amusement and possibly for certain esoteric or 
religio-ceremonial purposes, certain people have taken  up the 
Japanese custom of UTAI. It is simply this: A member of t he group 
sings one of the old Japanese epic ballads. He chants t his out 
and the other people join in on the long syllables. It is simply 
a poem recited from memory» The other people take turns at telling 
their stories. The result is a chanting, sing-song, much a ttention 
being given to the long syllables. The effect is quite ple asing, 
s o  Ben  say  s. 

Another similar amusement is KARUTAKAI. This is a ca rd game, the 
name of which is drawn from the hundred ballads (more in formation 
on this necessary) The ballads follow one another in ord er and 
are numbered from one to 100. A deck is used with 100 cards o n 
each of which is written a verse or ballad. The cards are divi ded 
between the players and a reader is chosen. He reads a vers e and 
verse No. 2 is supposed to follow. Each player frantical ly searches 
through his file of cards to find verse No. 2 which he kn ows from 
memory as following verse no. 1. He may look through his cards 
and also through those of his opponents'. If he sees the vers e card 
among those of his opponents he may take it out and get cr edit for 
it by giving his opponent two cards. The game is one of speed and 
the one who can most quickly dispose of his pile cards win s. 

The above two pursuits are followed by the Issei. 

Ben mentioned also a man with a Japanese flute ( Shakohach i). This 
is played with a reed and makes a queer wailing sound. Th is was the 
first Ben had seen at the center although there are many p eople with 
samisen. 

Ben will try to recrod the translations of some of the epi c ballads 
and folk songs for me. 
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Ben also stated that his father had married his mother when  he 
was forty yeara old. I remarked that this was somewhat un usual 
"but Bens said that in this country people marry older t han in 
Japan. He did not know about social status from marriage.  When 
his father was here it was harder for him to marry because of the 
lack of available women. This is true of many of the Japa nese here. 
The Nisei, now that women are available here, are more likely 
to marry younger. The Issei had more difficulty. 

Ben has heard no stories of differences in complexion i n regard 
to social status. He mentioned that the people from sou thern Japan 
are considered darker. He said that his family came fro m the 
Tokyo area and for this reason were probably lighter in sk in 
coloring. There was a conscious air of pride in his saying t hat 
his people came from Tokyo fun. 

Sc. Sakoda, whose diary mentions both the importance of s kin color 
and of early marriage for social prestige. 



Notes Hiyashi's Diary 

The families of those from rural areas seem larger. 

These families have a tendency to name their children in Japanese rather than 

with Amerioan names. This, however, is true also of the Sa n Francisco Japanese 

who feel a definite community solidarity and tend more to preserve Japanese ways. 

Those people with a sense of community solidarity also tend to hove large extended 

family groups as much as possible. This is borne out in Tan foran where these 

Japanese are inclined to live £n a large family group. 
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OB May 7, the polioe department was informed that prostitut ion vae 

being practiced in the dormitory. Apparently the women wait ed in the 

main mass hall below and as the men went downstairs to go to  the_li 

they met* 

Sex offences and sex difficulties would seem natural in e n environment 

like Tanforan. Wnen there is nothing to do» there is one rec reation that 

is always available—sex. There are grave dangers, howeve r, for no con-

traceptives of any kind are eold in Tanforan—not Avon at th e hospital. 

As time goes onf we can see how true the rumors are concernin g the activities 

of young couples in the empty barracks after dances and d ates. 

Besides the prostitution that we have already mentioned, t he eex prob-

lem that is most discussed is voyeurism. Young men peek in at the women 

who must go to the latrines and showers which are open to pub lic view. 

In the middle of May the administration took vain action by p ainting the 

bottoms of the shower windows o£ the women's shower rooms. T he closed 

up some of the side holes in the latrines, but the complaints kept pouring 

in anyway. Tanforan is indeed a terrible environment for y oung adolescents 

to grow up in, for all the opportunities for delinquency a re present. 

>ng the other problems that arose were those of intermarriag es. 

There were several Japanese in camp who had married Cauca sians or Filipinos. 

Lome were separated from their families while others ca me to live with 

the Japanese. Bozae Caucasian women and Filipino men liv e in Tanforan. 

Filipinos are visitors almost daily—to vist their wives. The unfortunate 

individuals cure ostracised by the Japanese and sometime s stay among them-

A' 

selves or stayed isolated. They perhape consituted one of th e maladjusted 

groups in the oampi it is indeed unfortunate that the Japanes e who claim 

to be champions of racial equality look askance at those w ho disregard 

their mores concerning intermarriage. 



Petty theft was quit© common In Tanforan for the first porto f the 

montfc, especially while the facilities were inadequate . Clothes hung 

out on the laundry line was stolen* electrical appliances were stolen 

from the empty barracks, latrines, and laundry buildings. The major 

problem came with the stealing of toilet paper. This was t he center of 

discussion in the bouse-mana^ers  *  meetings for weeks* Paper was stolen 

because it usually rem out. Some one who had sufiered fro m lack of toilet 

paper once probably stole some the next time if he found a ny in the latrines 

so that he would not be caught short again. The next person ŵ .o  cum woulu 

then find no paper and would steal the following time to pl ay safe. It 

was a vicious cycle and it went on until almost everyone ha d a rollj then 

toilet paper ceased to be a major problem. 

In the kitchen stealing went on as a matter of course. Sinc e there 

was not enough food servea, people had tr.eir friends send  in or bring in 

food. However, salt end pepper and especially bread had to be had every 

day. Therefore, these items aleappeared daily,  ho one even felt guilty 

about taking bread. It became so common that people oid it as a ¿art of 

their daily routine. 


