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Dmrming the month of June,

5, 782 visiters entered_the .8

center. #mong them were ma-
ny well kmown ppoofessors fr-
om U.C, Sta.nt@rd Mills, .,
F State.

With the except-
:I.on of about 35 per day, all
of the visiters ceme to see

co_:;ter_residents. The oth=-
ers omx

.were WCCA, WRA, ARublic
Haslth, and Student Redo-
- cation efficialsx who came

tor official busineav with

the administra,tion.

sime Hadse menegers mkkk have

tekePthe responsidility for
- safe delivery of packages left
at the gate

June 14 was
the banner, day
with 1!-71"’71 -
iters. .,
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July 20, 1942
TESTIMONIAL DY KATAYANAGI 3:00 pelme

The whole thing started when an emevgency call came:in. I
didn't Imovw what kind of emergency it was. I was told to go after
a Goetors This wos about 5 neme There was no attending physls
elan becsuse they were out to dimner. I pulled out of there in &
sedan and there was gowe people in frontof me. I honked the horn
and the patrolman flagged,me, =0 I stopped. ile agiked me where I
woe soinge I told him there wne an emergency and I was going
after a doetor. lie sald that you don't have to kill e people
to save the 1life of one. I asked him, "Do you want to drive?"

He sald to eome into the offieea I told him that I didn't have
tine to argue and went off after the doctor. “hen I came back
later he snid that they wanted me at the front cofflee andte go

up there when I had tines 1 talked to Sergeant Tremmel and he
eaye, "Well, the patrolman phoned in and sald that you were apeed-
ing and you didn't ocome back with a doctor and wanted to know

Af you were goling on 8 Joy ride or not? The patrolmen was under
the influence that I oame baeck without a doctore. I came baek
dnber with Dre Ves Havree He sald, "Just take it essy becowe
we're elamping dowms Next time we'll take you off the Jobe"

#hat burned me up was thie Jones fellow phoned in and said that I
dlén't come back with the dosctor. I went back to the hoepital

and asked him why he sald I didn't come back with a dosctor. Jones
saild that he didn't say any such thinge Anyway, I sald that he
wag suppoged to be patroling the aress (i@ wapg gitiing down there
on the bench ocutside the corporation yard with another patrolmen
and couldn't gee around the corners 1 asgked him woat he was doling
g8itting on hie tnile He was sup osed to Le watching Lhe areas

If there weog anything happeninz he wng going to be too latesto
prevent an secldents He sald thet he could see from where he

was pittinz and it was none of my busineess We (Charlie Yada

and I) etartdd to walk away and he made a crack about some taxi
cab service, Ve agked him 1f he eould name the time and place,
they coulin't answer,

Tak K: Thursday night one of the internal police came u> and sald
that they wanted us to come down and tslk to them. I
stayed at the hospital. Tak and Charlie went Thursday
nights Wre Davies wee down there. He wanted to kmow
why and what Kenn said to the patrolman beesuse Jones quite
Ve told him what he sanlds: "re. Davies sald that the resson
why Jones quit was that he said he had no authority or
anythinzg. Joneg sald that he sald something we dildn't say.
e naked Sergeant Tyemmel again Af he teld him that Kenn
game back without the doetors Ve asked him that agaln and
he gnld yes. We ag:ed Jones and he snid that he dida't
say anything like thate We were burned up becnuse they
tried to give ue the run arounds Jergeantiremmel sald
"Jones quit s2c he isn't around. Come back in the morning
when Davies ie here becauee I will eall in Jonesg too."

Eenn: That morning my brother wse in San Mateo but Charlie and
I wae theres Jones was sup oped to be there but he didn't
show up at alls Just Davies, secretary, ire. Went, and lMr,
Cunningham were there. Friday morning he sent for the
three of us, Charlie, my brother and myself. We went to
gee him and Davies wanted to see me {irst. [o &tarted to
guestion me about the whole thinge "2reeding le no matters
I want to imow why the patrolman quit his jobe I'm a
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square shooter a nd want to hesr both side of the question, -
becnuge that is what I always do," snld Mre Davies.

fle asked me a lot of questions, sge, how many in the femily
and thinzs like thate He kept eming back with the issue

of why the patrolman sult hle Jobs ¥e got to talking

it over and he said, "Do you think you think you have

any right to question his authority?” I maid that I'nm
going to quit t iz Job because there is a2 buneh of graft
and corruption going on heres Just right then and there

he told the secretory to take a letter to lIre. Davis.

He sald that this boy says that there wne a bunch of graft
and e@rruption and recomnendedhinm to send the boy to
another asseubly centers iie got garcastlec.

.Charlie Wada: He didn't even give the kié¢ a break. He is goingto
send him oute That isn't falr because he's enly 18 years
©1ld and his mother is slck in the hospitals He desn't
cares lle's going to send him right oute That'e how the
etition starteds The same day after he finished with
me, he asked me a lot of questione.

Ny brother came in and he talked sbout ite After that he
told me that we were going to seelir. Davie. Ue went to
8ee Nre Davis and Davis sits down and told me to have a
seat. Davies reads off this report which wae a bunch of
lies and misquotese I kept gqulet because there wae no
use in arguinge If I eay anything he Jumps on mee Just
ire Lavis, lirs Davies and uyself were theres Just the
three of wee e read that revorte Ure Davie loocks nt
me and I looked at My, Davise le sald thet he wanted to
to met this thing strairhte "I am the nanagery heres I
want to know if I am responsible for all this graft?"
Fre Daviee sald, "Is it in my depertment or is it me?"

I sald that I am not gayilnge le asked me if I wanted to
eny anythinge I told him that I wented to talk to an
army officiale He asid that he'll try to get Colonel
burbin and eald that I was going 20 miles an houre I
admitted thuts He sald tuat the speed limit around here
iz 15 miles an hour and as far as you efe concerned

turn in your badges The next morning I got this work
order and 1t says, insolenee, insubordinnting and dero-
gatory remarke toward the administrationes This was on
Saturday morning.

Mre Ogawa: Sincethen you haven't hed any @ nveration with the staff
or the internal pollce?

Kenn: Noe. I started in thile morning in the hospital se an orderly.
I was golng to school there two weeks previously before
this thing starteds I was going to get a trapgfer regard-
lese of the inclident.

¥re Ogawa: The point 1s that on Saturday you sald thet you received
all your past work orders and it says that you esn't have
a8 Job?

"inamoto: The resson why I sald that wos I wae adviged that thie
individual that we requested for work was on the blaek 1ist
on all ocounntional Jobs in this eamp. I do not know 1if
this is the deelsion or not, but this is what I have been
tolds Ve won't imow until the 22nd if the requistion is
recognizeds He was on the same requisition as the four
nurses.

1 got my check fr Nay 21 to June 21.




Winamoto: When he gets a transfer to reloecation center, that will
go on hip flle ae references Inetead of sendl ng the
work order in, they placedlhe oceupational eard in
lts places It says on it why the individual wap suse
ponded from such jobses A staff of about 150 some odd
elgned this petitions There will be a repetition of
this petition 1f eomothlng ien't done about this indi-
viduale I don't think it's Justified for one'men's
opinion to jeopardize one man'e enreer in the reloca-
tion eenters. If he 1s suspended for unjustifed reasons,

in the future, he will still be down in the government
records for suspensions This petition stadtee specifiecally
that the undersigned individuals want a hearing andlinder-
standing on this cases They don't want the boy railroaded
out without knowing the renson whys If necessary, they
will have someone who 1s authorized and have jurisdietion
to take the hearinge Just that the individuals want
Justice done in this particular incident.
They have gone on record saying that the boy has made
a remark detrimental to the institutions According to
the petition the people that have signed the netition
feel that you have been taken out of your Jjob without
any trial or any fair hearing. They don't know of your
remark to the administration.
When we were talking to the Sergeant, he sald that in

the emergency, this speed wne all right; but thie wae

to be only in an emersency. Someone phoned up the hose
pital the other night. He enid, "Bring the ambulance
quick and juet gave us the apartment and Derrack number.
Ve didn't know hw what happened., It turned out thst the
girl had been hit in the nose and had s bloody nose.
They say that 15 or 20 miles sn hour wouldn't make much
difference, but the doctors say that in an emergeney, 1t
would make a difference.

Minamoto: Han a fire engine have authority to use a siren? If 80,
I don't see the distinction made between an emergency
of fire and our emergeney. In both emse it involves
1ife whether it be fire or an individual.

Kenn: The fire chhef sald that we were not to use girense. Yhen
I used the horn, I was ealled down on 1t as I mentioned
bofar @

Mre. Ogawa: We eculd only appenl to Mre. White to zet an extension
if orders come for him to moves The best thing to do is
to eee lr. White.

Kenn: I haven't any witnesses or saything but they had a seern-
tary, lire Cunningham, and the assistant echief of police
as witnesspes.

Tak K I asked them if everybody doesn't have a right to their
own opinion, and he stalled me off.

Mre Ogawn: Do the medieal e taff know the whole story?

Minamoto: They got & general idea of the wole thinge Dre Togasakh
knows the whole storye Dre Wild knows about it. It will
be up to Drs Wild's decision as to when his mother can
be moveds Thot will be about two weeks at the least.

I am positive that you can get an extensions
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TO THE HEADS OF ALL D'PARTMENTS:

Tenforan Extravaganze Revue, will be made to

in Tenforan st the main soeisl hall or the visitors!
reception hall in the main building on Friday July 17th
on two shifts starting at 7 P.M,

The following workers will be edmitted at 7 P.M.
Ae Service

1. Recreation Totalizer

2¢ Hospltel Messengers

3¢ Edueation Guides

4, Canbteen Miscellanecus
5. Post Office

Wwork and Malntenance
» WCCA Index Workers
Finance

Supply
Firemen -
The following at 8130 P.M,

@, Housing and Mess
1. Honse Managers, House Captains, and
Jenitors, ' ;
£e Mess Hall Workers
3¢ Diet Kitehen
4, Commissary
5, Administration
6o Cound lmen

.Please bring your own newspapers or cushions éo
git on the floors no chairs will be allowed,

All workers mmst present their work orders ubt The
gate to be given admittance.




Henry Tani July 16, 1942
Tanforan

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Young:

This is a fine time for me to acknowledge the visit of Mrs. Young fully
one month agoe And I know I should have written you before.

Please be assured that we are doing very nicely under the ciroumstances,
and though life on the "outside" should be desired, I doubt whether any of us
here would prefer it now that we have tasted the luxury of living "off the
government" for two months or more.

It is true, now that we think of it, that our first week of adjustment was
the hardest. On every hand was cause for complaint., Crowded into oramped quarters,
lining up for meals, the perennial dust and dirt, the lack of privacy, and the in-
convenience of going some distance to the wash-rooms, laundry rooms, etoc., --
there are terrific shoocks %o which we have now become quite acocustomed, and with
much physical improvements in the grounds, we really have little grounds for
oriticisms,

After all, 1t must have been a distasteful job for the one in charge to
make plans for us in this evacuation center. Only because it was of "military
necessity” would we accede so willingly to leave the comforts and security of
our homes and businesses. And so we laugh "up our sleeve" when Covernor Olson,
after lambasting us around and ocelling us nemes so that all Japanese in the whole

state of California are evacuated, now praises us for being loyal so that we could
be released for farm work. Given the chance, I doubt whether any of us would
"volunteer" for the farm work that he wants us to do. This may be "unpatriotic"
but much rather would we hurry to our relocation areas and there develop agri-
oultural areas, and produce so much surplus foods that we would embarrass the
California farm cliques in a few years.

However, I would like to give you a few thoughts of mine that have been
in the process of formulation these past weeks. Suffice it to say for the moment
that life in an Assembly Center is very pleasant. So pleasant, in fact, that
this past week, we not only got paid for work done prior to May 2lst (my rate is
$16.00 per month -~ the highest rating -~ as manager of a mess hall at that time),
but received $10.00 worth of sorip to be honored at the camp center store (canteen)
for the months of June and July. On top of this, I have $28.,48 oredit for clothing
for which we could file applicationse. And of course the quality and quantity of food
has been improved to & point such that many of us are eating far superior and
more food than we did at home.

Much of our legitimate complaints are aimed at the red tape necessary to
obtain even the basio suppliess In the educational system in which I am now
directing the high school, we find that even af'ter five weeks of classes, we are
barely receiving a trickle of our requisitioned supplies. But our classes proceed
regularly, and we find excellent cooperation and willingness on the part of the
students to apply themselves diligently to class work under the handicaps in

which they operate.




Henry Tani July 15, 1942
Tanforan

At this stage of the game, I am uncertain as to what attitude to take.
We know definitely that we at Tanforan will soon be sent to a relocation center.
Where that center is, we do not know. We have little idea as to when we will
be sents It will probably be in Augusts It may be in September. Surely, it
must be in the fall, since we must get set for the winter and be prepared for
orops next spring. This being the problem, as far as our education goes, I hate
to spend much money and put other people to any effort if we will be able to use
the supplies and books for a month at most. This, therefore, makes me go easy
in requests, und we limp along in our makeshift way. After all, 700 students,
and 19 teachers, and 50 classes on a five-day week every morning is nothing to
sniffle ate

Now this matter of when and where we get relocated is the subject upper-
most in all of ow minds., It makes much difference when we go for we know that
the longer we are held here, the more difficult it will be to get supplies and
equipment with which to get relocated -~ what with priorities and shortages. And
the matter of where =~ well, at first we held out for Tulelake in Modoe County,
on the California-Oregon state 1 ne, but that place is practioally filled. The
thought of Arigzona just about melts me. Confidentially, though, they tell me
that Arizona will be the future "spot" for the Nisei. Arkansas (southeast corner)
(right above Louisiana) is too far for our imagination. And so, personally, for
myself anyway, I am listing my preference (though I don't think preferences will
mean much) in this order; Colorado, Utah, Arizonae.

0f the objective problems which I always like to discuss is the question
of Americanization. Being concentrated in a Japenese area has its disadvantages
in that this makes for dis-Americanization for lack of contacte When the time
comes for "release,” we will be very self-conscious. This "assimilation" after
the war will be quite some problem. We glory 4in the faot that this relocation
will disperse the Japanese from the Pacifio Comst, but the dispersion is only of
groups, and not of individuals. True assimilation mekes for the dispersion of
individuals.

And the next cause for concern is owr economic welfare. By the process of
co-operative endeavor, each relocation area will be self-sufficient in a few yoars.
I give from five to ten years "residence" in the relocation area -- the time
including a few years af'ter the termination of the war so that we ocould still
stay there while the "outside " commmities could get readjusted to postewar
conditions,

This economic status is going to make or break the future of the Japanese
in Americas Five or ten years from now, the Nisei's will have matured; they will
not have saved much, for their income is restricted; they will be healthy; they
will be educated; they should be Americanized, but I doubt itj they should have
preparations for returning to oivilian life in more ways than merely being released.
Our assumption is always based on a demooratic viotory. The "demooratioc victory"
assumes further that our civil rights will be fully proteoted, and any attempts as
has been and is being made by the Native Sons in San Franoisco will be promptly
squelched by the proper authorities.




Henry Tani July 15, 1942
Tanforan

Further assuming that these relocation centers will be based largely on
agricultural lines, the development of the virgin lands, and the subsequent
cultivation of these lands, together with the acocompanying inorease in produce
should give to the Japanese therein some more positive returns than merely "their
contribution to the national wealth.," I say this now, because we have the fumny
feeling that the present plan of the War Relocatio: Authority is to remove us
from the relocated areas at the termination of the war. This may seem contrary
to our supposed normal wishes, but some of us may have no place to return to, and
on second thought, they might conclude that life at the relocation center or in
that vieinity is OK after all.

My suggestion, if I am ever asked, is that these Japanese people who
improve such land, be given an option, either as individuals or in groups, to buy
that land, or a portion thereofs I suppose this is what "homesteading" means.

If this is possible, then the morale and the spirit of the people who develop
these so-called wild uncultivated lands will be willing to undergo the hardship
which they must of necessity face.

This again is ocontrary to the "dissemination" of the people, or the
"Americanization" of the Japanese, but further reasoning developes these thoughts:
that af'ter the war, there will be people among the Caucasians who will be un-
employed, either as a result of the shutdown of the defense industries, or re-

from the armed forces. Is it not within reason to imagine that the War
Relocation Authority might invite these people to come to these areas, and help
develop the lands which the Japanese people will first cultivate. This, then, will
be Amerilcanization and dissemination of the first order.

Here at Tanforan I realized more fully what all my "contacts" in my earlier
days had meant, My two main jobs here was in the opening of one of the mess halls,
and managing it; the other was the organization and directing of this high school.
In both instances my former knowledge of individuals in related lines helped me
get organized faster and efficiently. This leads me to conoclude that my asset
was in knowing the right individuals -~ this is what we refer to as "politics"

around here, but it payse.

This is getting to be quite a complicated "report." You'll have recognized,
of ocourse, that our thoughts will change with the circumstances. Though many of
us are frankly oriticized for being "on-the-fence" people, or "opportunists,
sticking to that side which wins, I personally feel that only an allied victory
can give to mankind the peace and prosperity of which the world is capable. But
I only hope that we will be treated in such a way that our faith in democraocy
and in our government will never falter.

I ocould exouse a little race-balting on the part of the general American
public at this time. The prejudice against will increase cumulatively and
progressively as the war stretches on, month by month. The propaganda will help
in thiss This will be only natural and though it is regretted, we can only
hope that at the end of the war, the American public will be willing to be broad-
minded to the point that they will accept us Nisei's on an equal footing.
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Any and every inference to us as "enemies" or "hostages," or "internees,"
only boils us up and tends to break down the faith that we have in the American
government. So does any inference that we are "prisoners of war." This trend
of thought as expressed in the press sometimes encourages that little minority
group in here to disprove the efforts of the federal government to be as humane
in their treatment of us. But I again ooncede to the fact that this trend will
inorease. I suppose we'll have to oredit this to the "war effort," in getting
the public incensed to the Japanese people at large.

This is plenty for a delayed visit. Please exouse the careless mistakes
in this typed letter. Our high school student body had just been voting ==
they eleoted their officers in a highly contested competition between two

"machines" -= the presidency was won by nine votes. This is demooracy in action ==

an all-lisei high school student body.

My best regards to both of you, and also from my wifes My kid, Dickie,
is doing very nicely, hitting the beam at 14 pounds plus, now aged at 3 months
pluse




Tanforan (Recorded by Ben Iijime)

Text of address given by Mr. Suzuki, formerly of the Kumori Gakuen
in San Francisco, at the Young People's Fellowship--combined high school
and college groups--Sunday evening August 9, 1942.

I went to Sacramento on Dec. 6th and spoke before a group in which I
said thare would not be a war between the United States and Japan; the next
day the shock of my life came as I drove in my car, and learned at 12 o'elock
noon that war had come, that all that I had said the evening before was en-
tirely reversed. Before long the F.B.I. agents appeared end told me to come
along, I went and as I crossed the Bay Bridge for the departure on train from
Oskland, I felt a lump gather in my throat when I thought this would be the
last time perhaps I would see the bay. And my children, I had left them with-
out seeing them as they had gone to school. Out of the erowd that gathered
to seem me leave, one man volunteered to be guardian over them. How I felt
gratified in the kindness of the person.

The trip, I don't recall very well, for up through Oregon, Washington,
Idaho we travelled with the blinds down. Finally, we emerged one day upon a
bowl € miles in diameter and surrounded by the rockies, still capped with
snow. The region was 4500 feet above sea level and in the distance, a ma jestic
mountain rose to 85,000 feet. The camps, there was a brick building housing
the administration; and several barracks like these (gesturing towards the
windows) where we were billeted. Some 1,000 Xtalians, who attempted to sa-
botage their vessel, were internmed in one of the three camps. Most of the
camps were mangy, excepting ours, which because of its orderliness and im-
maculate maintenance was the visiting place of such dignitaries as Senator
Burton K. Wheeler, and Ass. Attorney General Scotfield. The other barracks
were characterized by motley of blankets; of unevenly nailed shelves. The
food there was sparse. Where you follets complain of beans here at the early
days; there at Missoula, our grievances were registeredff in behalf of the

bone which adorned our plate. And the salad; there was no fancy dish it was

lettuee--without dressing, flavoring--just lettuce alome. At the camp there
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Ben Iijime
T lost 25 lbs. during my 7 months stay. And it was hot--sometimes 110°, which
would cool quikkly in the evenings as the wind from the rocky mountains swept
in. The immediste constructive measures were the establishmemt of self-gov-
ernment, education department--stressing Americanization coursesy and a wel-
fare division. I realize the fair play of those liberal persons when I asked
the principal of a school in the town for books upon Americen history. Uuring
the first few days I lectured upon this without any books, and for a 1 hour
lecture the preparation involved 4 houes of research. I received 200 books,
and readers from Dr. Fee who later assisted me in finding the person who
delivered the speech before Lincoln on the day he gave his famous Gettysberg
address--Nov. 19, 1863. We had to write English because one letter sent in
Japemese took 45 days before it had passed the rigorous censorship.

How I got out of the intern caemp, what went on at the hearing boards, I
am sure would interest those of you whose fathers probably went through the
game process. Well, they called me up, and when I appeared the attorney, the
G.-men, all introduced themselves. Then they asked what I would do if S.F.
were bombed, who I wamnted have win the war, I asked for an interpreter be=-
cause, what I was going to say would be very important. I told them, after

the oath to tell the truth that I taught the kindergarden class at Kumori

FiMgd Gauken, that there the children who would be jeopardizing their lives

on the streets played on the school grounds--there was a basketball court too
(laughter)--and also I taught language school., Anderson, who 7 years ago wrote
a very enlightening series of articles on Japen, was a pupil of mine who mas-
tered a 12 year course, in two years. So acoomplished was he, he could trans-
late either language into the other. The attorney inquired if he (Suzuki) could
instruct the attorney to acquire such profieiency in aX like perio#, to which
he answered, "It all depends upon your I.Q. and if you will permit it, as a

psychologist, I can tell you to the dime. Then everyone began to laugh, they

asked if T had any reguest--no--so I returned. Then after I went back, I was




Ben Tijime
returning for dinner when I saw a guard beside a car who told me the hearing
board wanted to see me again. This time they asked me if I kmew a person by
name and if T had accompanied him on a car. I said no I hadn't. They asked

me if I had phoned. The answer was no also. By my eyes, my countenance they

could tell if I were lying or not. That was all, but recalling their inquiry

as to any request, I told them if they would write my children explaining them
why I had been arrested. I felt shamed, it tormented my heart to think that
my children had written to me asking J}fy/ "why". How could they feel to have
their ded in prison. Every had his heed bowed down; no one answered; and sud-
denly with anguish I broke down and a burst of tears came forth. "Thank you
very much T sadd and meekly left.

Why were we taken, that is a question raised by all men there, but te
that there is no reply; only that the government cannot say.

And in this way, I was freed to go. After 7 months there when we saw
men wearing the clothes in which they had been caught--a gentleman with a silk
hat, anl evening clothes; after 7 monthsg of hobby shows--contesting whioh
person ¥ could get the darkest tan--myself and a Seattle men were finalisb--

7 months of polishing rocks--the bowl had formerly been a lake and rocks came
forth as we dug, some polished in churches, at lectures while snoring beneath
a tree shade--

Since young folks like things that are short, I shall conclude there this
evening. On the next occasion of my speech, I shall address you upon the Ja-
penese-American mind from the psychologist's viewpoint--regarding its

The benedioction was delivered by a high school insgtructor in Publie

Speaking.




