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Crrrxi ng the mont h of  J une,  
5,  782 vi si ters entered_the 
cent er .  Anong them wer e ma-
ny wel l  known prof essors f r-
om U. C,  Stantf r̂d,  Mi l l s,  V 

Wi th t he except -
i on of  about 55 per day,  al l  
of  the vi si ters came to see 

cent er resi dent s.  The oth-
ers spot 

- . were WCCA,  WRA,  Publ i c 
Heal t hy and St udent Rel o-
cat i on ©f f i ci al sx who came 
f or of f i ci al  "busi ness Wi t h 
t he admi ni st rat i on.  

f i â̂se managers x t H have 
take*
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 the responsi bi l i t y f or 
safe-  del i very of  packages l ef t 
at" the gat e 
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ul y 20, 1943 
T .  X Oi l  L i t AT AY AN AOS 3*00 p. m.  

The whol e thi n $ started when an ea&f geney cal l  e me:,  1&« I  
di dn' t know what ki nd of emergency i t was» I  was tol a to go «f ter 
a doctor» Thi s w?s about 5 o»ra# There msa no attendi ng i hysi -
el ; n because t -ey were out to di nner.  I  pul l ed out of there I n a 
sedan and there wns some poodl e I n f rontof me» i  honked the horn 
and t he at r oVmn f l an od, me,  no I  stooped. He a® :ed me where I  
wre -oi n̂ » I  tol d Mi  there w<>.o an emergency and I  was goi nc 
n f tor a d- ct- r* e sai d t at you don' t have to ki l l  to poo ol e 
to save the l i f e of one. I  asked hi m, "Do you want to dri ve/ " 
He sai d to c an i nto the of f i ca I  tol d hi m t i  X I  di dn' t have 
l i me to argue o k went of f af ter the doctor � � en l  came back 
l ater he sol d that they wanted me at the f ront of i ce andto go 

there when I  had t i ne.  I  tal ked to l üf t t i Bl  Tremmel  and he 
©aye, " Vei l ,  t patrol man phoned i n and sai d that you wore s >eed-
in:- and you 01 n' t conio bnek wi th a doctor ®nd wanted to know 
i f you were oI i tt  on a j oy ri de or not? The patrol man wne under 
t e i nf l uenae t'-'-t I  can© back wi thout a doctor .  X orme back 

wi t h Dr» a e ara.  He sai d,  " J ust t ake i t e- sy bee us e 
we' r e cl am i  v down.  ' . ext t i me we' l l  t ake you of f  t he J ob»"

1  

»hat bur ned j e u > was t hi s J ones f el l ow ì honGù i n and sai d t hat  X 
dl cm' t co:.;-v Lac. . ;  wi t h t he doct or .  1 went back t o t he uob >i tal  
r- i C as.  eO . 1® my he âi d X di dn' t come back wi th a doct or .  J ones 
sai d th- ' t  he di dn' t say any such t hi ng* \ nyway,  I  sai d t hat he 
wee sup posed t o be "»atrol i ng t he .e was si t  . i n, .  down t her e 
on t he bench out r i de t he cor por at i on yar d wi t h anot her xi t r ol man 
and coul dn' t see ar ound t he cor ner » I  as'  ec hi "),  w et he wr< «l oi n-
si t  t i n on hi s t  ' i l l » He was sui  osed t o be wat ehi  ;  5 t he ar ea» 
I f  t her e wr s anyt hi ng I rrroef i i n ;  he w s goi us t o be t oo I r t e. to 
>r event an cci dent » He sai d t het  he coul d see f r om vv aere he 

w- s ei t t i r r id i t  was none of  my busi ness» We ( Char l i e 'da 
and I )  st ar t ed t o wal k away and he made a cr ack about some t axi  
cab ser vi ce,  e asked hi n:  i f  he coul d name t he t i  ¡o and 1- ce, 
t ey cousi n' t  ans ver .  

Tak Ki  Thursday ni ĥt one of the i nternal  pol i ce e r e u and sai d 
th t t ey wanted us to 00me down rnd tal k to t ¿em.  I 
stayed at the hospi tal .  Tak and Charl i e went Thursday 
ni rhto r .  Or vi es wrs down there» He wanted to knew 
why and what ] enn sai d to the i strol man beer uso J ones qui t» 
V e fol d ' dm wh f he sai tf.  "r.  3> vi es sai d that the reason 
why J on >s qui t wae t lant'  he sai d he hi  d no aut orl ty or 
any thi n ;.  J ones eal d that he stl d e are thi n ; we di dn' t say» 
i e asked Sergeant fremrael  agai n I f he tol d hi n that Kenn 
c e brck wi thout the doctor ,  .»e asked hi m that a; ai n and 
ae s Ld yes» We as .ed J ones and he sa'  o toat e ddn' t 
say anythi n l i ke that* We were burned up because they 
tri oU to i  i ve us t o run around. errer- ti rerò el  eal d 
"J enes qui t so he i sn' t around. Come bnck i n the morni ng 
when Davi es i s here because I wi l l  cal l  i n J ones too. '  

Kenn j  That rooming my brother wre i n San Mateo but Charl i e and 

I  w s there» J ones was su i  osed to he there but he di òn' t 
show up at al l .  J ust Davl ec*,  secretary,  r .  ant ,  ai d I r .  
Cunni ngham were t ere»- Fri day morni ng he sent for tho 
three of us, Charl i e,  my brother and mysel f» We went to 
see ai m and wi es wanted to see me f i rst .  ¿0 started to 
questi on ne al  out the w. ol e thl nr, .  eedl  1 i e no art tar . 
I want to know why t he >.* trolraan qui t hi s J ob» I 'm a 



square shooter a nd want to ho~r both ai d© of  the quest i on, 
becnuse that i s what I  al ways do, " onl d r .  Drvi es. 
le Qfi i cd me a l ot of quest i ons,  ago, how many i n th© fami l y 

and thi n 3 l i ke that» He ke >t omi nj  back wi th the i ssue 
of why the jatrol rn n qui t hi s J ob.  l e ot to tal kl n 
i t over and ho s l d

f
 Do you thi nk you thi nk you tove 

any r ' gut to questi on hl o authori ty?" I  oai d that I ' m 
goi ng to qui t t its J ob because there l o a bunoh of eraf t 
and corrupti on goi nr,  on here. J ust rl ĥt then find there 
he tol d Li e secretary to take a l ettor to r .  Dovi ®. 
He Bal d t u t thi s boy any® t i  it there ws a bunoh of ¿-raft 
and cd rru. j ti on and recom endedhi m to send the boy to 
another aste ibly center.  He ot Bareno i c.  

� Charl i e .ad 15 c di dn' t even Ri ve the ki d a break, ile i o
 t

 oi n̂ to 
oend hi m out .  That i sn' t fai r beeauee ĥ ' a onl y 16 year © 
ol d ai d ixis mother 1b si ck I n the hospi tal .  Ilo ¿bosn' t 
erro. o' s otng to send hi m rl ĥt out .  That

1

© how the 
et I t i on ot; r ted. i he came di y af ter he f i ni shed «9 th 

me, he naked me a l ot of quo i l i ona. 
- en: y brother came i n and he tal ked about i t .  Af ter that h 

tol d ¡no that we wore goi ng to see r .  Davi s.  Ve wont to 
*ea .  Davi s and Davi s si ts down and tol d me to hrve a 
seat ,  Lavl es reeds of f thi s rei ort whi ch was /  l aunch of 
l i es an< mi squotes.  X ¿apt qui et beeause there wrs no 
uoo i n arr:ulnr.;� I f I  say anythl n l.c jui<>s o me.  J urt 
r .  Davi s,  r .  Davi  e e and mysel f wore there. J ust the 

three of us .  he road that re »ort.  r .  Drivi« l o ks 
me and I  l ooked at Fr .  Davi s,  no sai d that he wanted to 
to et thi s thi n str,M t .

 , è

i  am the manager h re.  I  
want to know i f I  am responsi bl e for al l  thi s graf t?" 
r .  J; vi es sai d,  "I s i t i n my department or i s i t me?" 

X s l̂ d t at X am not sayi ng» i  io a sued me i f I  wonted to 
say anythi ng» I tol d hi m that X wanted to tal k to an 

� army of f i ci al .  o sai d that he' l l  try to pet Col onel  
ì Xatbin and sai d that I  was goi n 5 20 mi l es nn hour.  I  
admi tted that .  He sai d t iat the e eed l i mi t around here 

� i s 15 mi l es an hour and ns fnr ? 0 you aro concerned 
turn i n your badge. The n >xt morni ng I  rot thi s work 
order and i t oays, I nsol ence,  i nsubordl nrtl n; and dero-
gatory remarac toward the admi ni strati on» Thi s was on 

t̂ urday mom i n > 

Vr . Ogawai  SI noe  ̂ en you haven' t h d any oonverati on wi th the staf f 
or the I nternal  pol i ce? 

l  enn: o.  I  started I n ti l ls morni ng i n the hospi tal  se an orderl y. 
X was goi ng to school  there two weeks previ ousl y bef ore 
ti  1c thi n started. I  was goi ng to ; et a tr.  safer regard-
l ess of the i nci dent . 

r .  Ogawa: I he poi nt i e ti iat on Saturday you ar i d thrt you recei ved 
al l  your mst work orders and I t says that you" cn' t h*ve 
a J ob? 

i nomoto: Th© reason why I  sai d that w s I  was advi sed that thi s 
i ndi vi dual  that we requested for work was on the bl ack l i st 
on rl l  ocou v ti  on si  J obs I n thi s oamo. I  do not know i f 
thi s i s the deci si on or not ,  but thi s 1b what I  have been 
tol i  .  v© won' t mow unt i l  the 22nd i f the regul ati on i s 
r©cogni zed.  He was on the same requi si t i on as the four 
nurses. 

Kenni  I  got my check f r  ay 21 t o J une i ?l .  
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Ulriamotos 

OgawaI 

Tak K» 

Mi namotoi  

Kenn » 

Mr .  Oßßwai  

Kenn J 

Tak Kt 

Yt 9 Ogawm 
l l nanotoi  

men ho tots a transfer to rel ocati on center , that wi n 
go on hie f i l e as reference* Instead of Bonding the 
work order I n,  they placet*!: <e occupatio i nl  card In 
i t s )l ace. I t ei»,ye on I t why the Indi vi dual  was s s -
ponded from such J obs. A staff of about 150 eome odd 
si, nod thi s »eti t l on. There wi l l  be s repet i t i on of 
thi s pet i t i on i f something I sn't don© about thi s Indi -
vi dual , I don't thlmt l t r n J ust i f i ed for on«'man's 
opinion to J eopardi se one man's career In the rel oca-
ti on centers. I f he 1® suspended for unj uat i fed reasons, 

In trie f uture,  no wi l l  st i l l  be dorn In the government 
records for sue >ensl on. Thi s peti ti on s tribes s >eci f i oal l y 
that the undersi gned I ndi vi dual s want a heari ng sndhnder-
atnndl ng on thi s case. They don' t want the boy rai l roaded 
out wi thout knowi ng the reason why.  I f  necessary,  they 
wi l l  have ooneone who I s authori sed and have J uri sdiction 
to take the heari ng* J ust thrt the I ndi vi dual s want 
J usti ce done I n thi n parti cul ar I nci dent . 
They hove ône on record sayi ng that the boy has made 
a re i ark detri mental  to the I nsti tuti on* Accordi ng to 
the >etl tl on the peopl e that have l̂ ßned the etl t i on 
f eel  thnt you have been taken out of your Joi j  wi thout 
any tri al  or any f ai r heari ng* They don' t know of your 
remark to the admi ni strat i on. 

When we were tal ki ng to the Serj eant,  he sai d t hat  I n 
t he emer gency,  thi s speed was ai l  rl ghtj  but t hi s wss 
to be onl y I n an emergency,  i someone ohoned up the hos-
pi tal  t he of i er nl f ht .  He sai d,  *I3ring the ambul ance 
qui ck and J ust r sv-  us the apartment and bar r ack number. 
?<e di dn' t know Hw what happened* I t turned out thrt the 
gi r l  had !>een hi t i n t he nose and h-  d a bl oody noso. 
They ssy t hat 15 or 20 mi l es nn hour woul dn' t make much 
di f f r enco,  but t he doctors say t hr t  I n an emergency,  i t 
woul d make a di f f er ence.  
Has a f i re engine have authori ty to use a si ren? I f so, 
I  don' t see the di sti ncti on m-->de between an e er; ency 
of  f i re and our e ior : ency. I n both enge i t i nvol ves 
l i fe whether I t he f i re or nn i ndi vi dual .  
The f i re chfcef sai d that we were nob to use si rens. 
I  used the horn, I  was cal l ed down on I t as |  
bofcr e. 
Vie ooul d onl y appeal  to 1 "r.  Whi te to :et an extensi on 
I f orders come for hi m to move. The best thi ns to do i s 
to see ;r.  Whi te. 
I  haven' t any wi tnesses or anythi ng but they had a secre-
tary, x .  Cunni ngham, and the aesl  tant chi ef of pol i ce 
as wi tnesses* 
I  as ôd thera I f everybody doesn' t have a r i ght to thei r 
own opi ni on,  and he stal l ed me of f * 
Do the nedl eal  st af f know the whol e story? 
a

1

 hey sot a gen r̂nl  I des of the wol e thi ne.  Dr .  TeganakA 
knows the whol e story.  Dr .  Wi l d knows about i t .  I t wi l l  
be up to Dr .  Wi l d's deci si on as to when hi s mother can 
be moved. Th t wi l l  be tbout two weeks at the l east. 
I  an ppsl t l ve that you can got an extensi on* 

When 
menti oned 

hk 
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TO TH»S HSAD8 OP ALL DPAH' I MMTS I  
3

l easo announce to al l  of your wor ker s that a pr e-
sent at i on of  "The Hor se' s Stal l  and That Ai n' t Al l

n

f
 a 

Tanf or an ) extravaganza Revue, wi l l  be ra&de to al l  wor ker s 
I n Tanf oran at the mai n soci al  hal l  or the vi si t or s

1 

r ecept i on hal l  i n t he mai n bui l di ng on Fr i day J ul y 17t h 
on two shi f t s st ar t i ng at 7 P«M» 

The f ol l owi ng wor ker s wi l l  be admi t t ed at 7 P. M.  

A* Servi ce 

1.  Recr eat i on 6,  Tot al i zer 
2.  Hospi t al  7» Messenger s 
3.  educat i on S.  Gui des 
4« Cant een 9.  Mi scel l aneous 
5.  Post Of f i ce 

B. Work and Mai ntenance 
0« WCCA I ndex workers 
!)� Fi nance

 v 
E. Suppl y 
P. Fi reman * 

The f ol l owi ng at 8 «30 P. M. 

a.  Housi ng and Mess 
1» House Manager s,  House Capt ai ns* sai d 

J ani t or s» 
2.  Mess Hal l  Workers 
3. Di et Ki tchen 
4« Qouai i l ssary 
5« Admi ni st r at i on 
6.  Counci l man 

. Pl ease bri ng your own newspapers or cushi ons t o 
si t on t he f l oorj  no chai r s wi l l  be al l owed.  

Al l  wor ker s must pr esent t hei r wor k orders at t he 
gate to be gi ven admi ttance. 



LETTER 

Ilenry Tani  J ul y 16, 1942 
Tanforan 

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Young» 

Thi s i s a fi n© ti me for me to acknowl edge the vi si t of Mrs. Young ful l y 
one month ago. And I  know I  shoul d have wri tten you before. 

Pl ease be assured that we are doi ng very ni oel y under the ci rcumstances, 
and though l i fe on the "outsi de" shoul d be desi red, I  doubt whether any of us 
here woul d prefer i t now that we have tasted the l uxury of l i vi ng "off the 
government" for two months or more. 

I t i s true, now that we thi nk of i t ,  that our f i rst week of adj ustment was 
the hardest.  On every hand was oause for oompl ai nt.  Crowded into orampod quarters, 
l i ni ng up for meal s,  the perenni al  dust and di rt,  the l aok of pri vacy,  and the i n-
oonveni enoe of goi ng some di stance to the wash-rooms, l aundry roams, eto. ,  � 
there are terri fi c shocks to whi oh we have now became qui te accustomed, and wi th 
much physi cal  i mprovements i n the grounds, we real l y have l i ttl e grounds for 
ori ti oi sms. 

After al l ,  i t must have been a di stasteful  j ob for the one i n charge to 
make pl ans for us in thi s evacuati on center.  Onl y because i t was of "mi l i tary 
necessi ty" woul d we accede so wi l l i ngl y to l eave the comforts and securi ty of 
our homes and busi nesses.  And so we l augh "up our sl eeve" when Governor Ol son, 
after l ambasti ng us around and cal l i ng us names so that al l  J apanese i n the whol e 
state of Cal i forni a are evacuated, now prai ses us for bei ng l oyal  so that we ooul d 
be rel eased for farm work. Gi ven the chance, I  doubt whether any of us woul d 
"vol unteer" for the farm work that he wants us to do. Thi s may be "unpatri oti c" 
but much rather woul d we hurry to our rel ocati on areas and there devel op agri -
cul tural  areas,  and produce so much surpl us foods that we woul d embarrass the 
Cal i forni a farm cl i ques i n a few years. 

However,  I  woul d l i ke to gi ve you a few thoughts of mi ne that have been 
i n the process of formul ati on these past weeks. Suffi ce i t to say for the moment 
that l i fe i n an Assembl y Center i s very pl easant.  So pl easant,  i n fact,  that 
thi s past week, we not onl y got pai d for work done pri or to May 21st (my rate is 
$16.00 per month � the hi ghest rati ng � as manager of a mess hal l  at that ti me), 
but reoei ved $10.00 worth of scri p to be honored at the camp center store (canteen) 
for the months of J une and J ul y.  On top of thi s,  I  have $28.48 credi t for cl othi ng 
for whi oh we oould fi l e appl i cati ons.  Ai d of course the qual i ty and quanti ty of food 
has been i mproved to a poi nt suoh that many of us are eati ng far superi or and 
more food than we di d at home. 

Muoh of our l egi ti mate oompl ai nts are ai med at the red tape necessary to 
obtai n even the basi c suppl i es.  In the educati onal  system i n whi oh I  am now 
di recti ng the hi gh school ,  we fi nd that even after fi ve weeks of cl asses,  we are 
barel y recei vi ng a tri okl e of our requi si ti oned suppl i es.  Hi t our cl asses prooeed 
regul arl y,  and we fi nd excel l ent cooperati on and wi l l i ngness on the part of the 
students to appl y themsel ves di l i gentl y to cl ass work under the handi caps i n 
whi oh they operate. 
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LETTER 

Henry Tani  Jul y 15, 1942 
Tanforan 

At thi s stage of the game, I  am uncertai n as to what atti tude to take« 
We know defi ni tel y that we at Tanforan wi l l  soon be sent to a rel ocati on center. 
Where that center i s« we do not know. We have l i ttl e i dea as to when we wi l l  
be sent.  I t wi l l  probabl y be i n August.  I t nay be i n September.  Surel y,  i t 
must be i n the fal l ,  si nce we must get set for the wi nter and be prepared for 
crops next spri ng. Thi s bei ng the probl em, as far as our educati on goes, I  hate 
to spend much money and put other peopl e to any effort i f we wi l l  be abl e to use 
the suppl i es and books for a month at most.  Thi s,  therefore,  makes me go easy 
i n requests,  and we l i mp al ong i n our makeshi ft way. After al l ,  700 students, 
and 19 teaohers,  and 60 ol asses on a fi ve-day week every morni ng i s nothi ng to 
sni ffl e at .  

Now thi s matter of when and where we get rel ooated is the subj ect upper-
most i n al l  of our mi nds. I t makes much di fference when we go for we know that 
the l onger we are hel d here, the more di ffi cul t i t wi l l  be to get suppl i es and 
equi pment wi th whi ch to get rel ooated � what wi th pri ori ti es and shortages.  And 
the matter of where � wel l ,  at f i rst we hel d out for Tul el ake i n Modoc County, 
on the Cal i forni a-Oregon state 1 ne, but that pl ace i s praoti oal l y f i l l ed.  The 
thought of Ari zona j ust about mel ts me. Confi denti al l y,  though, they tel l  me 
that Ari zona wi l l  be the future "spot" for the Ni sei .  Arkansas (southeast corner) 
(ri ght above Loui si ana) i s too far for our i magi nati on.  And so, personal l y,  for 
mysel f anvway, I  am l i sti ng my preferenoe (though I  don' t thi nk preferences wi l l  
mean muoh) i n thi s orderi  Col orado, Utah, Ari zona. 

Of the obj ecti ve probl ems whi ch I  al ways l i ke to di scuss i s the questi on 
of Ameri cani zati on.  Bei ng concentrated i n a J apanese area has i ts di sadvantages 
i n that thi s makes for di  »-Ameri cani zati on for l ack of oontaot.  When the ti me 
oomes for "rel ease, " we wi l l  be very sel f-oansoi ous.  Thi s "assi mi l ati on" after 
the war wi l l  be qui te some probl em. We gl ory i n the faot that thi s rel ocati on 
wi l l  di sperse the J apanese from the Paci fi o Coast,  but the di spersi on i s onl y of 
groups, and not of i ndi vi dual s.  True assi mi l ati on makes for the di spersi on of 
i ndi vi dual s. 

And the next cause for concern i s our economi c wel fare.  By the process of 
oo-operati ve endeavor,  each rel ocati on area wi l l  be sel f-suffi ci ent i n a few yoars. 
I  gi ve from fi ve to ten years "resi dence" i n the rel ocati on area � the ti me 
i ncl udi ng a few years after the termi nati on of the war so that we ooul d sti l l  
stay there whi l e the "outsi de " communi ti es ooul d get readj usted to post-war 
condi ti ons. 

Thi s eoonomi o status i s goi ng to make or break the future of the Japanese 
i n Ameri ca.  Fi ve or ten years from now, the Ni sei s wi l l  have matured; they wi l l  
not have saved muoh, for thei r i ncome i s restri cted; they wi l l  be heal thy; they 
wi l l  be educated; they shoul d be Ameri cani zed,  but I  doubt i t; they shoul d have 
preparati ons for returni ng to ci vi l i an l i fe i n more ways than merel y bei ng rel eased. 
Our assumpti on i s al ways based on a democrati c vi otory.  The "democrati c vi ctory" 
assumes further that our oi vi l  ri ghts wi l l  be ful l y protected,  and any attempts as 
has been and i s bei ng made by the Nati ve Sons in San Franci sco wi l l  be promptl y 
squel ched by the proper authori ti es. 
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LETTER 

Henry Tani  J ul y 16,  1942 
Tanf oran 

Fur t her assumi ng t hat t hese rel ocat i on oenters wi l l  be based l argel y on 
agr i cul t ural  l i nes,  t he devel opment of  the vi rgi n l ands« and t he subsequent 
cul t i vat i on of  t hese l ands,  t oget her wi t h t he accompanyi ng i norease i n produoe 
shoul d gi ve t o t he J apanese therei n some mor e posi t i ve ret urns than merel y "thei r 
cont r i but i on t o t he nat i onal  weal t h. " I  say t hi s now,  because we have t he f unny 
f eel i ng t hat the present pl an of  t he Y/ar Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y i s t o remove us 
f r om t he rel ocat ed areas at the t ermi nat i on of  t he war .  Thi s may seem cont rary 
t o our supposed normal  wi shes,  but some of  us may have no pl ace t o ret urn t o,  and 
on second t hought ,  t hey mi ght concl ude that l i f e at the rel ocat i on center or i n 
t hat vi ci ni t y i s OK af ter al l .  

My suggest i on,  i f  I  am ever asked,  i s t hat t hese J apanese peopl e who 
i mprove such l and,  be gi ven an opt i on,  ei ther as i ndi vi dual s or i n gr oups,  t o buy 
t hat l and,  or a por t i on t her eof .  I  suppose t hi s i s what "homosteadi ng" means.  
I f  t hi s i s possi bl e,  t hen the mor al e and t he spi r i t  of  the peopl e who devel op 
these so- cal l ed wi l d uncul t i vat ed l ands wi l l  be wi l l i ng t o undergo t he hardshi p 
whi ch t hey must of  necessi t y f ace.  

Thi s agai n i s oont rary t o the "di ssemi nat i on" of  t he peopl e,  or the 
"Amér i cani sat i on" of  the J apanese,  but f ur ther reasoni ng devel opes these thoughts« 
t hat af t er the war ,  t here wi l l  be peopl e among t he Caucasi ans who wi l l  be un-
empl oyed,  ei t her as a resul t of  the shut down of  t he def ense i ndust r i es,  or re-
turni ng f rom the armed f or ces.  I s i t  not wi t hi n r eason t o i magi ne t hat the ?i ar 
Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y mi ght i nvi te t hese peopl e t o oome t o t hese ar eas,  and hel p 
devel op the l ands whi ch the J apanese peopl e wi l l  f i r st cul t i vat e.  Thi s,  t hen,  wi l l  
be Amer i cani zat i on and di ssemi nat i on of  t he f i r st or der .  

Here at Tanf oran I  real i zed more f ul l y what al l  my "oontaots" i n my ear l i er 
days had meant .  My two nai n j obs here was i n t he openi ng of  one of  t he mess hal l s,  
and nanagi ng i t j  t he ot her was the organi zat i on and di rect i ng of  t hi s hi gh school .  
I n bot h i nstances my f ormer knowl edge of  i ndi vi dual s i n rel ated l i nes hel ped me 
get organi zed f ast er and ef f i ci ent l y.  Thi s l eads me t o oonol ude that my asset 
was i n knowi ng t he r i ght i ndi vi dual s � t hi s i s what we ref er t o as "pol i t i cs" 
around her e,  but i t  pays.  

Thi s i s get t i ng t o be qui t e a compl i cated "repor t . " You' l l  have recogni zed,  
of  oour se,  t hat our thoughts wi l l  change wi t h the oi r oumst ances.  Though many of  
us are f rankl y cr i t i ci zed f or bei ng "on- tho- f enoe" peopl e,  or "opportuni st s, " 
st i cki ng t o t hat si de whi ch wi ns,  I  personal l y f eel  t hat onl y an al l i ed vi ctory 
can gi ve to manki nd the peace and prosper i t y of  whi ch t he wor l d i s capabl e.  But 
I  onl y hope that we wi l l  be t reated i n such a way t hat our f ai t h i n democracy 
and i n our government wi l l  never f al t er .  

I  coul d excuse a l i t t l e raoe- bai t i ng on t he par t of  t he general  Amer i can 
publ i c at t hi s t i me.  The prej udi ce agai nst wi l l  i ncrease cumul at i vel y and 
progressi vel y as the war st ret ches on,  mont h by mont h.  The propaganda wi l l  hel p 
i n t hi s.  Thi s wi l l  be onl y nat ur al  and t hough i t  i s r egret t ed,  we can onl y 
hope t hat at t he end of  t he war ,  the Amer i can publ i c wi l l  be wi l l i ng to be broad-
mi nded t o t he poi nt t hat t hey wi l l  accept us Ni sei ' s on an equal  f oot i ng.  
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Any and every i nferenoe to us as "enemi es" or "hostages," or "i nternees," 
onl y boi l s us up and tends to break dovci  the fai th that we have i n the Ameri can 
government.  So does any i nferenoe that we are "pri soners of war. " Thi s trend 
of thought as expressed i n the press someti mes encourages that l i ttl e mi nori ty 
group i n here to di sprove the efforts of the federal  government to be as humane 
i n thei r treatment of us. But I  agai n oonoede to the fact that thi s trend wi l l  
i ncrease. I  suppose we

1

11 have to credi t thi s to the "war effort, " i n getti ng 
the publ i o i ncensed to the Japanese peopl e at l arge* 

Thi s i s pl enty for a del ayed vi si t.  Pl ease excuse the carel ess mi stakes 
i n thi s typed l etter.  Our hi gh school  student body had j ust been voti ng � 
they el eoted thei r offi cers i n a hi ghl y contested competi ti on between two 
"machi nes

1

'  � the Resi dency was won by ni ne votes.  Thi s i s dctaooraoy i n acti on � 
an al l -Ni sei  hi gh school  student body. 

My best regards to both of you, and al so from my wi fe.  My ki d,  Di cki e, 
i s doi ng very ni cel y,  hi tti ng the beam at 14 pounds pl us,  now aged at 3 months 
pl us. 

4.  

J ul y 15, 1942 



Tanf oran (Recorded by Ben I i j i me) 

Text of  address gi ven by Mr .  Suzuki ,  f ormer l y of  the Kumor i  Gakuen 
i n San Franoi sco,  at the Young Peopl e' s Fel l owshi p�combi ned hi gh school  
and ool l ege groups- - Sunday eveni ng August 9,  1942.  

I  went t o Sacramento on Dec.  6th and spoke bef ore a group i n whi oh I  

sai d thare woul d not be a war bet ween the Uni ted States and J apan;  the next 

day the shock of  my l i f e came as I  drove i n my car ,  and l earned at 12 o' cl ock 

noon that war had come,  t hat al l  t hat I  had sai d the eveni ng bef ore was en-

t i r el y r ever sed.  Bef ore l ong the F. B. I ,  agent s appeared and tol d me to come 

al ong,  I  went and as I  crossed the Bay Br i dge f or the departure on t rai n f rom 

Oakl and,  I  f el t  a l ump gather i n my throat when I  t hought thi s woul d be the 

l ast t i me perhaps I  woul d see the bay.  And my chi l dren,  I  had l ef t t hem wi t h-

out seei ng t hem as t hey had gone to school .  Out of  the crowd t hat gathered 

t o seem me l eave,  one man vol unteered to be guardi an over t hem.  How I  f el t  

grat i f i ed i n the ki ndness of  the per son.  

The t r i p,  I  don' t recal l  very wel l ,  f or up t hrough Oregon,  Washi ngt on,  

I daho we t ravel l ed wi t h the bl i nds down.  Fi nal l y,  we emerged one day upon a 

bowl  6 mi l es i n di ameter and surrounded by the r ooki es,  st i l l  capped wi t h 

snow.  The regi on was 4500 f eet above sea l evel  and i n the di st ance,  a maj est i c 

mount ai n rose to 85, 000 f eet .  The camps,  there was a br i ck bui l di ng housi ng 

the admi ni st rat i on;  and several  barracks l i ke these (gestur i ng towards the 

wi ndows) where we were bi l l et ed.  Some 1, 000 I t al i ans,  who at tempted t o sa-

botage thei r vessel ,  were i nterned i n one of  the three camps.  Most of  the 

camps were mangy,  except i ng our s,  whi oh beoause of  i t s order l i ness and i m-

macul at e mai ntenance was the vi si t i ng pl ace of  such di gni t ar i es as Senator 

Bur ton K.  Wheel er ,  and Ass.  At t orney General  Soot f i el d.  The other bar racks 

were character i zed by mot l ey of  bl anket s;  of  unevenl y nai l ed shel ves.  The 

f ood there was spar se.  Where you fol fcs compl ai n of  beans here at t he ear l y 

days;  there at Mi ssoul a,  our gr i evances were regi st ered/ /  i n bel kal f  of  the 

bone whi ch adorned our pl at e.  And the sal ad;  there was no f ancy di sh i t  was 

l et t uee�wi t hout dressi ng,  f l avor i ng- - j ust l et tuce al one.  At the camp there 
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I  l ost 25 l bs.  dur i ng ay 7 months st ay.  And i t  was hot�somet i r res 110° ,  whi ch 

woul d cool  qui kkl y i n the eveni ngs as the wi nd f rom the rooky mountai ns swept 

i n.
 T

he i mmedi ate const ruct i ve measures were the establ i shment of  sel f - gov-

ernment ,  educat i on department - - st ressi ng Amer i cani zat i on coursesp and a wel -

f are di vi si on.  I  real i ze the f ai r pl ay of  those l i beral  persons when I  asked 

the pr i noi pal  of  a school  i n the town f or books upon Amer i can hi st ory,  l ouri ng 

the f i rst f ew days I  l ectured upon thi s wi t hout any books,  and f or a 1 hour 

l ecture the preparat i on i nvol ved 4 house of  r esearch.  I  recei ved 200 books,  

and readers f rom Dr .  Pee who l ater assi sted me i n f i ndi ng the person who 

del i vered the speech bef ore Li ncol n on the day he gave hi s f amous Get tysberg 

addr ess�Nov.  19,  1863.  We had to wr i t e Engl i sh because one l et ter sent i n 

J apanese took 45 days bef ore i t  had passed the r i gorous censorshi p.  

How I  got out of  the i ntern camp,  what went on at the hear i ng boards,  I  

am sure woul d i nterest those of  you whose f athers probabl y went through the 

same process.  Wel l ,  they cal l ed me up,  and when I  appeared the at t orney,  the 

G. - men,  al l  i nt roduced t hemsel ves.  Then they asked what I  woul d do i f  S. F.  

were bombed,  who I  wanted have wi n the war ,  I  asked f or an i nterpreter be-

cause,  what I  was goi ng to say woul d be very i mpor tant .  I  tol d t hem,  af ter 

the oath to tel l  the t ruth that I  t aught the ki ndergarden cl ass at Kumor i  

f f t f f l .  Gauken,  t hat there the chi l dren who woul d be j eopardi zi ng thei r l i ves 

on the st reets pl ayed on the school  gr ounds�t her e was a basketbal l  court too 

( l aughter) - - and al so I  t aught l anguage school .  Anderson,  who 7 years ago wrot e 

a very enl i ghteni ng seri es of  art i cl es on J apan,  was a pupi l  of  mi ne who mas-

tered a 12 year course,  i n two year s.  So accompl i shed was he,  he coul d t rans-

l ate ei ther l anguage i nto the ot her .  The at torney i nqui re* i f  he (Suzuki )  coul d 

i nst ruct the at torney to acqui re such prof i ei enoy i n b. % l i ke per i od,  to whi ch 

he answered,  "I t  al l  depends upon your I . Q.  and i f  you wi l l  permi t i t ,  as a 

psychol ogi st ,  I  can tel l  you to the di me.  Then everyone began to l augh,  t hey 

asked i f  I  had any r equest �no�so I  r et urned.  Then af ter I  went back,  I  was 
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returni ng f or di nner when I  saw a guard besi de a oar who tol d me the hear i ng 

board wanted to see me agai n.  Thi s t i me t hey asked me i f  I  knew a person by-

name and i f  I  had accompani ed hi m on a car ,  I  sai d no I  hadn*t .  They asked 

me i f  I  had phoned.  The answer was no al so.  By my eyes,  my countenance t hey 

coul d t el l  i f  I  were l yi ng or not .  That was al l ,  but recal l i ng thei r i nqui ry 

as to any request ,  I  tol d t hep i f  t hey woul d wr i t e my chi l dren expl ai ni ng them 

why I  had been ar rest ed.  I  f el t  shamed,  i t  tormented my hear t to t hi nk t hat 

my chi l dren had wr i t t en t o me aski ng 7X/ /  "why".  How oouj d they f eel  to have 

thei r dad i n pr i son.  Every had hi s head bowed down;  no one answered;  and sud-

denl y wi -tfi  angui sh I  broke down and a burst of  tears came f or t h.  "Thank you 

ver y much T sai d and meekl y l ef t .  

Why were we t aken,  t hat i s a quest i on rai sed by al l  «en t here,  but to 

t hat there i s no repl y;  onl y that the government cannot say.  

And i n thi s way,  I  was f reed to go.  Af ter 7 mont hs there when we saw 

men wear i ng the cl otbes i n whi ch they had been caught �a gent l eman wi t h a si l k 

hat ,  ani  eveni ng cl othes;  af ter 7 mont hs/  of  hobby shows�cont est i ng whi ch 

person j i  ooul d get the darkest t an�mysel f  and a Seat t l e man wer e f i nal i st - -

7 months of  pol i shi ng r ocks�t he bowl  had f ormer l y been a l ake and rocks came 

f or th as we dug,  some pol i shed i n churches,  at l ectures whi l e snor i ng beneat h 

a t ree shade-

Si nce young f ol ks l i ke thi ngs t hat are shor t ,  I  shal l  concl ude there thi s 

eveni ng.  On the next occasi on of  my speech,  I  shal l  address you upon the J a-

panese» Amer i can mi nd f ro» the psychol ogi st ' s vi ewpoi nt - - regardi ng i ts 

The benedi ct i on was del i vered by a hi gh school  i nst ructor i n Publ i c 

Speaki ng.  


