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* Ki yo Mor i  i s an exchange st udent  f r om J apan. 

He i s 20, s i ngl e, a J apanese subj ec t . He 
i s i n Chi cago, out  on r el ocat i on f r om t he 
Post on Rel ocat i on Cent er , Ar i zona. 

* (F i c t i t i ous name) 

Ki yo Mor i  was bor n i n J apan. He spent  hi s f i r s t  

18 year s t her e. He came t o t he Uni t ed St at es i n 1940, he 

says , t o secur e an Amer i can educat i on. He i s about  f i ve 

f eet  f our  i nches i n hei ght , wei ghs ar ound 125 pounds. He 

wear s r i ml ess gl asses , i s good l ooki ng by J apanese st andar ds, 

has pl easant  manner s. He i s more poi sed t han t he aver age 

J ttisei  young man of  20 year s . He l ooks you st r ai ght  i n t he 

eye when he t al ks t o you. Hi s Kngl i sh speech i s super i osr , 

despi t e a s l i ght  t r ace of  accent . He says he st udi ed Eng-

l i s h i n hi gh school  i n J apan "f or  f i ve year s ." He says i t  

was r equi r ed of  a l l  st udent s, but  "o f  cour se, you can't  

r eal l y t al k Engl i sh af t er  such a cour se. You've got  t o come 

to Amer i ca and t al k i t  a l l  t he t i me," he says . 

He has an aver age sense of  humor , but  he i nc l i nes 

t o be ser i ous i n t he t hi ngs he di scusses . He has nei t her  

t he manner i sms of  gr i nni ng or  of  maki ng t he hi ss i ng "s " 

sound i n hi s pr onunci at i on of  Engl i sh mere or l ess char act er -

i s t i c of  J ap an- educat ed per sons. 

Ki yo i wor i 's manner s ar e al most  t ypi cal l y Amer i can 

col l egi at e, wi t hout , however , t he easy- goi ng, casual  ai r . 

Ther e i s s t i l l  t hat  whi ch cl i ngs t o hi m r emi ndi ng you he i s 

of  f or ei gn J apanese bi r t h and r ear i ng. He i s of  t anned com-

pl exi on, but  hi s ski n i s smoot h. He t al ks r eadi l y when spoken 
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t o , but  he i s not  vo l ubl e. As one conver ses wi t h hi m, he 

i s l ef t  wi t h a f avor abl e i mpr essi on. He i s a l i keabl e young 

man. An of f i ce secr et ar y of  t he Amer i can Red Cr oss i n Chi -

cago appear s t o have been s i mi l ar l y i mpr essed by Ki yo to t he 

ext ent  of  cal l i ng sever al  agenci es t o see what  advi ce and ai d 

coul d be gi ven hi m i n sol vi ng hi s per sonal  pr obl em. 

Mor i  i s at t endi ng tfce Cent r al  Y.Ivl . C.A. Col l ege i n 

Chi cago. He r el ocat ed t o Chi cago ear l i er  t hi s year  f r om Bos-

t on, Ar i zona. He has an aufcnt  t her e; she i s an el der l y woman 

who i s i n t he r el ocat i on cent er  and who, i t  appear s, spons-

or s hi m f i nanc i al l y . He i s wor ki ng par t - t i me as an at t endant  

at  a sani t ar i um. 

On J ul y 15, he says he r ecei ved a l et t er  f r om t he 

Uni t ed St at es St at e Depar t ment  i n Washi ngt on, D. C. I t  i n-

for med hi m t hat  t he J apanese gover nment  had desi gnat ed hi m 

among a new l i s t  of  nat i onal s el i gi bl e t o be r epat r i at ed t o 

J apan on t he next  possi bl e sai l i ng of  t he exchange shi p S . S . 

Gr i pshol m. I n t hi s l et t er  he was i nst r uct ed t o r epl y at  once, 

wi t hi n 10 days, i ndi cat i ng whet her  or  not  he des i r ed t o r e-

t ur n t o J apan. Thi s l et t er  was dat ed J ul y 1, 1943, and was 

mai l ed t o Mor i  's addr ess on t he west  coast  i n ual i f br ni a. 

Because i t  st at ed def i ni t el y t hat  i f  he di d not  r epl y wi t hi n 

10 days , t he St at e Depar t ment  woul d assume t hat  he pr ef er r ed 

to be r epat r i at ed,, and because he r ecei ved t he l et t er  15 days 

af t er  i t  was mai l ed, he expr essed added concer n. 

Mor i  evi dent l y cannot  br i ng hi msel f  t o make a cl ear -

cut  dec i s i on, yes or  no, r epl yi ng to t he l et t er . 
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He says he i s out  011 a War  Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y l eave 

c l ear ance. The St at e Depar t ment  l et t er  was sent  t o hi s pre-

evacuat i on addr ess i n San F r anc i sco, i t  was f or war ded t o hi m 

by a Caucasi an f r i end. He appar ent l y has r emai ned i n cont act  

wi t h uaucasi an f r i ends or  acquai nt ances on t he West  Coast . 

Ki yo Mor i  i s not  a Ni s ei , nor  i s he a K i bei , al t hough 

he coul d qui t e r eadi l y pass f or  t he l at t er . He i s a J apan-

bor n & J apan- educat ed J apanese. 

"Don't  you want  t o go back t o J apan?" he was asked. 

" I  want  t o accompl i sh what  I  came t o do , and I  haven't  

y et , " he r epl i ed. 

"What  i s t hat ?" 

" I  came to accompl i sh f i ni shi ng my educat i on i n Amer i -

ca. That 's s t i l l  not  accompl i shed." 

"How much more do you have t o st udy?" 

"Oh, t hr ee or  f our  mor e year s ac t ual l y , " he r epl i ed 

smi l i ng. 

"What  ar e you st udyi ng now?" 

"I 'm j ust  t ak i ng a l i ber al  ar t s cour se, as much as 

I  can f i nd t i me f o r . " 

"Won't  you have t o go back t o J apan some day?" 

"Y es . " 

"Have you l i ked i t  her e i n Amer i ca?" 

"Y es . " 

(He poi nt ed out  her e t hat  he had spent  t he f i r s t  18 
year s of  hi s l i f e i n J apan, onl y t he l ast  two i n t he Uni t ed 
St at es .) 

"Have you ever  had any unpl easant  exper i ences i n t he 

Uni t ed St at es?" 

"You mean af t er  t he war  st ar t ed?" 
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"Wel l  yes , bot h bef or e and af t er . " 

"No, I  can't  r emember , except  one. I t  was on Dec-

ember  8. I  r emar ked t o my t eacher  somet hi ng not  so good. 

I t  was my f aul t  t hough." 

"What  was t hat ?" 

"Wel l , I  r emar ked about  a democr acy. I  guess I  made 

f un at  i t . I  sai d, how i nconveni ent  i t  was t hat  on December  

8, af t er  what  al r eady happened at  Hawai i , t hat  Congr ess 

shoul d even be t al k i ng about  whet her  t o decl ar e war . I  sai d 

how i nconveni ent  i t  must  be t hat  t he Pr esi dent  shoul d have 

to ask Congr ess t o decl ar e war , " 

"Your  t eacher  di dn' t  l i ke t hat ?" 

"No. I  t hi nk t he st udent s di dn' t  e i t her . " 

"Wer e you at t endi ng a col l ege i n San F r anc i sco?" 

"No, I  was goi ng t o a pr i vat e s choo l ." 

"What  di d your  t eacher  say t hen?" 

"She sai d t hat  was t he way a democr acy wor ked; she 

sai d t hat  i n t he l ong r un i t  wor ked out  bet t er  t hat  way t han 

i n t ot al i t ar i an count r i es . I  don't  t hi nk she l i ked t he way 

I  sai d i t . " 

"Have you r un i nt o many cases of  pr ej udi ce or  di scr i m-

i nat i on?" 

"Ver y l i t t l e . " 

"Do .you t hi nk t hat  Amer i can peopl e as a r ul e ar e f ai r -

mi nded?" 

"Yes , I  do . I  t hi nk most  peopl e i n al l  count r i es 

ar e f a i r . " 

"Am I  r i ght  i n assumi ng t hat  you woul d nat ur al l y f eel  
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t he J apanese way of  doi ng t hi ngs i s bet t er  t han t he Amer i -

can?n 

"No, not  necessar i l y , i  t hi nk t hat  some ways ar e 

bet t er  adapt ed to cer t ai n peopl es because of  t hei r  envi r on-

ment  and hi s t or y. Democr acy may be good f or  Amer i ca because 

i t  gr ew up nat ur al l y her e. I t  di dn't  i n J apan. Who can r eal -

l y say vfai ch i s bet t er  or  wor se?" 

Ki yo Mor i  i s i nt er est ed i n pol i t i cal  sc i ence, r eads 

as much as he can on Amer i can hi st or j r  and po l i t i c al  t heor y. 

He appear s t o be del i ber at el y non- commi t t al  i n hi s opi ni ons 

of  J apanese gover nment . Hi s pr i mar y i nt er est  appear s to be 

hi s des i r e t o advance hi s educat i on. He does not  know what  

l i es ahead, he f eel s t he uncer t ai nt i es of  t he t i me, and par -

t i cul ar l y of  hi s own per sonal  ci r cumst ances, but  he f i nds a 

sense of  secur i t y i n i ncr eas i ng hi s knowl edge of  t hi ngs . He 

was asked: 

"Do you f i nd i t  har d t o answer  yes or  no t o t he 

St at e Depar t ment  l et t er ? " 

He r epl i ed: 

"I  wi r ed t o my par ent s i n J apan t hr ough t he Red Cr oss 

yest er day, aski ng them i f  t hey wer e r esponsi bl e f or  t he l et -

t er  and t el l i ng them t hat  I  am al l  r i ght  and no l onger  i n a 

camp. I t  may t ake sever al  mont hs t o r each t hem." 

"Di d you t el l  them you wer e r et ur ni ng?" 

"No, I  d i dn' t . Do jtou know whet her  t he J apanese 

gover nment  i s maki ng t he r equest , or  i s i t  j ust  my par ent s?" 

"Why do you ask t hat ? Does i t  make any di f f er ence?" 

"Yes , i t  does , t o me." 
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"Thi s i s j ust  a per sonal  opi ni on and i s pr obabl y 

not hi ng new t o you-  But  I  bel i eve t hat  t her e i s r eal l y no 

way of  det er mi ni ng f or  a cer t ai nt y whet her  t he r equest  came 

f r om your  par ent s or  f r om t he Gover nment  of  J apan. I t  al l  

depends on how you choose t o i nt er pr et  t he l et t er . Af t er  

a l l , i t  comes i n t he name of  t he J apanese gover nment .M 

"Yes , but  t hat  doesn't  mean t he Gover i r aent  want s 

me." 

"I  woul d say i t  does ." 

"No, i t  coul d mean t hat  my par ent s ar e concer ned about  

eme because t hey t hi nk I 'm i n a camp. I  sent  them a Ked Cr oss 

message once bef or e." 

"I  don't  qui t e f ol l ow why you shoul d have a di f f er ent  

dec i s i on to make dependi ng on whet her  your  par ent s or  t he 

Gover nment  i s t he or i gi nal  sender  of  t he nessage. You don't  

r eal l y want  t o go back t o J apan yet , do you?" 

"No, I  haven't  accompl i shed my educat i on y et ." 

"Wel l , i f  i t  wer e j ust  your  par ent s , and not  t he 

Gover nment  of  J apan, what  wi l l  you do about  t he l et t er ?" 

"I  t hi nk i f  i t  wer e my par ent s , I  want  them t o know 

t hat  I  am a l l  r i ght , t hat  I  am no l onger  i n a .camp. But  

t hey shoul d know 1 want  t o accompl i sh what  t hey sent  me t o 

Amer i ca t o do, t o get  my educat i on. I  sent  t he wi r e t hr ough 

t he Red Cr oss t o l et  them know 1 am al l  l i ght . " 

"Now, i f  you knew i t  was t he J apanese Gover nment  t hat  

was cal l i ng you back, woul d you go r i ght  away?" 

"Y es . " 
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"Why? " 

The quest i on seemed t o sur pr i se hi m a l i t t l e , as i f  

i t  wer e unnecessar y. He r epl i ed del i ber at el y : 

" I  woul d be consi der ed a t r ai t or  i f  I  di dn't  answer  

at  once. I f  I  di dn't  go back, l  woul d never  be abl e t o go 

back ." 

"t fhat  's t he mat t er  wi t h t hi s count r y? You l i ke i t  

don't  you?" 

nYes , but  my par ent s ar e i n J apan. I  am a J apanese 

subj ect . 1 am a J apanese. I ' d have t o go back ." 

Ther e was no doubt  t hat  he pl aced an or der  f r om hi s 

Gover nment  above any r equest  f r om hi s par ent s t o r et ur n. 

One was a command to be obeyed wi t hout  quest i on. The ot her  

was a r equest , t he compl i ance t o whi ch coul d be post poned, 

modi f i ed, or  di scussed af t er  bei ng l ei sur el y r el ayed t hr ough 

t he Hed Cr oss channel s . I t  was al so evi dent  t hat  f ear  of  

becomi ng an out cast  and a man wi t hout  a count r y l ay behi nd 

hi s des i r e t o not  do anyt hi ng t hat  mi ght  of f end t he Gover nment  

of  J apan. He was asked: 

"Y o u ' l l  be dr af t ed and t aken i nt o t he army i f  you 

r et ur n t o J apan, won't  you?" 

"No. The r ul es of  exchangi ng c i v i l i ans dur i ng war  

ar e t hat  no one exchanged can become a sol di er  i n the ar my. 

Ot her wi se, t hey woul d be j ust  l i ke exchangi ng sol di er s , t o 

harm t he enemy agai n." 

He l aughed mi l dl y at  t h i s . 

He was t hen asked: 

"You don't  want  to be a sol di er  i n t he I mper i al  J apanese 
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Ar my?" 

He nodded hi s head. I t  coul d have meant  ei t her  yes 

or  no, but  he showed no gr eat  ent husi asm ei t her . He di d not  

seem t oo gr eat l y concer ned about  t he war , showed l i t t l e i n-

t er est  i n t al k i ng about  i t . He l ooked acr oss t he t abl e and 

s ai d: 

"Some t hi ngs ar e c l ear  cut . I  am a J apanese subj ec t . 

You ar e an Amer i can c i t i zen. We ar e on di f f er ent  s i des . Ther e 

i s a war . But  we don't  hat e each ot her  as i ndi v i dual s , do 

we?" 

"No, of  cour se not . I  've j ust  met  you. You don't  

hat e a l l  t he good peopl e who you say have been so ki nd t o 

you; t hey 'r e Amer i cans, you know." 

"Ho, cer t ai nl y l  don't  hat e t hem. I  am gr at ef ul  f or  

t hei r  k i ndness , and I  shal l  not  f or get  l i t t l e act s of  k i ndness 

as l ong as I  l i v e. I  don't  t hi nk t her e wi l l  be war  al l  t he 

t i me. But  anot her  t hi ng i s al so c l ear  cut . Ther e i s a war  

now. i f  we wer e out  on t he Pac i f i c bat t ;e f r ont , we woul d have 

t o be t r eat i ng each ot her  as enemi es and k i l l i ng each ot her ." 

"Yes ,, t hat 's war . Tel l  me, how do t he J apanese on 

t he aver age r egar d t he Amer i can J apanese? «hat  do t hey t hi nk 

of  t he Ni sei  so l di er s ser vi ng i n t he Uni t ed St at es - Army on 

t he Sout h Pac i f i c bat t l e f r ont s ? " 

"J ust  as enemi es�same as .Amer i can sol di er s�no 

di f f er ent , I  am s ur e," he r epl i ed. 

"Do t hey l ook upon them as t r ai t or s t o t he J apanese 

r ace, as t hi s woul d be a l ogi cal  concl usi on t o t he l i ne of  

J apanese pr opaganda?" 

"Some do. Maybe t he l ower  c l ass of  peopl e, ¿i espons-
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l eader s do not , t hough. They say Ni sei  bel ong t o ¿Amer i ca, 

so must  f i ght  f or  .Amer i ca. They expect  Ni sei  t o act  t hat  

way as .Amer i cans; t hey expect  to t r eat  Ni sei  a s i i mer i cans 

and shoot  them down, i  guess. Anyway, J apanese hi s t or y i s 

f u l l  of  pr ecedent s f or  br ot her  shoot i ng or  f i ght i ng br ot her , 

even f at her  and son. Once you pl edge l oyal t y t o one s i de, 

you keep t hat  l oyal t y to deat h. They expect  Ni sei  t o be l oy-

al  t o Amer i can s i de. " 

"But  i s t hat  necessar i l y t r ue of  a l l  J apanese." 

"No, t her e ar e a l l  k i nds of  J apanese." 

Mor i  was i nt er est ed i n hi s i nt er v i ewer 's Ci t i zenshi p 

s t at us . He was i nf or med t hat  t he i nt er vi ewer  had expat r i a-

t ed f r om J apanese c i t i zenshi p seven year s ago, t hat  he hel d 

onl y Uni t ed ¿states c i t i zenshi p. He t hen asked i f  t he i nt er -

vi ewer  had ever  been t o J apan. The r epl y was No. &e t hen 

asked i f  t he i nt er vi ewer  had par ent s i n J apan. The r epl y was 

agai j h No. The i nt er vi ewer  t hen r esumed t he quest i oni ng. 

"Why do you ask t hose quest i ons?" 

"Because t hey show why your  at t i t ude on sane t hi ngs 

ar e di f f er ent  f r om mi ne. By t he way, ar e you f ami l i ar  wi t h 

i nt er nat i onal  l aw?" 

"No, not  ver y much. 1 t ook po l i t i cal  sci ence and 

had a cour se i n i nt er nat i onal  r el at i ons , however ." 

"Do yau know t he di f f er ence bet ween J us sol i  and 

J us sangui ni s?" : 

"Yes . They ar e two pr i nc i pl es gover ni ng t he basi s 

f or  c i t i zenshi p. J us so l i  denot es c i t i zenshi p by v i r t ue of  

pl ace of  bi r t h; t hat 's l i ke t he Uni t ed St at es . I  was bor n her e, 
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t hat  makes me an Amer i can c i t i zen. J us sangui ni s i s t i e 

pr i nci pl e of  conf er r i ng c i t i zenshi p by r ace or  bl ood. 

That 's what  «J apan does ." 

"That 's r i ght ; I  f i nd most  Ni sei  don't  know about  

t h i s . " 

"Wel l , I  di sagr ee wi t h you t her e; I  f eel  most  of  

them do know of  t h i s . " 

"Anyway, even i f  you ar e an Amer i can c i t i zen, you 

coul d go t o J apan and become a J apanese c i t i zen. J apan wi l l  

accept  you because she i s gover ned by J us s angui ni s ." 

"Ar e you sur e of  t hat ?" 

"Y es . " 

"Di d you al so know t hat  i f  my wi f e and I  went  to 

J apan, asa Amer i can c i t i zens , and we had a chi l d born t her e, 

our  chi l d coul d become a Uni t ed St at es c i t i zen?" 

"No, I  di dn't  know t hat ." 

Mor i  seems t o spend a good por t i on of  hi s t i me i n 

r eadi ng. He r eads such publ i cat i ons as At l ant i c Mont hl y, 

Har per s, Fr ee Wor l d, L i f e. He f r equent s t he l i br ar y qui t e 

of t en. 

{Not e: The t i me f or  t he f i r s t  i nt er vi ew was 
necessar i l y l i mi t ed. Ther e may be 
some i nt er est i ng f ol l ow- up dat a on 
t hi s case, al t hough he i s a subj ect  
somewhat  r emoved f r om act ual  r eset t l e-
ment . �TT) 



Char l es I wasak i , 4332 Sout h Dr exel  (Ch- 207 Car l  

I wamot o) shoul d be good f or  a f ol l ow- up. �TT 
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Car l  Choemon I wamot o ( f i c t i t i ous name) i s 
a house pai nt er  by t r ade; he i s 39, shor t  
(f i ve f eet  two i nches ), s l ender  (110 pounds), 
¿ar t er compl exi oned, and unobt r usi ve i n man-
ner s . He i s a nat i ve of  t he Hawai i an I s l ands 
wher e he was bor n at  Honol ul u on New Year s 
Day, 1904. 

From out war d appear ances, Car l  Iwamot o i s an I s s ei . 

Ac t ual l y , he i s a Hawai i an Ni s e i . Hi s body, hi s car r i age, 

hi s har dened hands�al l  bear  t he mar ks so t ypi cal  of  t he 

f i r s t  gener at i on. He speaks Engl i sh wi t h t he Hawai i an J ap-

anese accent . For  i nst ance, he pr onounces "g i r l " more l i k e 

"g i r u". He seems to be s l i ght l y deaf . At  t he same t i me, he 

does not  al ways speak l oudl y or  c l ear l y enough t o be under -

st ood. He speaks a good par t  of  t he t i me, i n conver sat i on, 

wi t h hi s eyes l ooki ng down at  t he f l o o r . Thi s seems par t l y 

due t o a shyness t hat  i s al most  nat ur al l y a par t  of  hi s phys-

i cal  char ac t er i s t i c s . He i s not  i l l  at  ease, however . He 

does not  of f end but  r at her  i nspi r es cur i os i t y and i nt er es t . 

He i s appar ent l y consci ous of  hi s t obacco- st ai ned f r ont  

t eet h; and when he smi l es , he has an aut omat i c habi t  of  draw-

i ng hi s r i ght  hand i n f r ont  of  hi s mout h. He has smal l  f ea-

t ur es , i s nei t her  handsome nor  par t i cul ar l y unpr esent abl e. 

He wal ks wi t h a s l i ght  st oop, t endi ng t o make hi m seem smal l -

er  t han he act ual l y i s . He dr esses l i ke a l abor er , wear i ng 

a col l ar l ess bl ue cot t on shi r t . 

By t r ade, he has been a house pai nt er  f or  over  10 

year s , and bef or e Febr uar y 7, 1943, he had l i ved a l l  hi s l i f e 

i n Hawai i . 

On t hat  day, he says he ar r i ved i n "mai nl and Uni t ed 
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St at es . He had evacuat ed vol unt ar i l y t o t he J erome Rel oca-

t i on Cent er , Ar kansas , wi t h hi s wi f e, Hat suko, and t hei r  

t hr ee smal l  chi l dr en, i n or der  t o be wi t h hi s aged f at her  

and mot her . Hi s f at her  had been or der ed to t he mai nl and by 

Hawai i an aut hor i t i es . Hi s f at her  i s 70 year s ol d and was 

s t i l l  act i ve as a f i sher man. 

Car l  at t r i but es t he or der  t o evacuat e r ecei ved by t he 

el der  Iwamot o to t he f act  hi s f at her  was a f i sher man and "al l  

f i sher men ar e consi der ed poss i bl y danger  t o war  ef f o r t . " 

He says wi t h a shr ug of  hi s shoul der s : 

"You know a l l  Cal i f or ni a f i sher men wer e t aken. J ust  

l i ke t hem." 

Hi s mot her  i s 69, and bot h hi s par ent s , as we 11 as 

hi s wi f e Hat suko, hi s two daught er s, Mar j or i e, 6, and Et hy l , 

4, and hi s son Roy, 3, ar e l i v i ng t oget her  at  the J er ome Re-

l ocat i on Cent er . Car l  i s par t i cul ar l y pr oud of  hi s son; hi s 

f ace l i t  up each t i me ment i on was made of  Roy. 

Car l  Iwamoto and hi s own i mmedi at e f ami l y ar e evacuees 

by choi ce. They di d not  have to go t o J er ome. The ..evacuat i on 

or der  appl i ed onl y to t he el der  I wamot o. Car l  had a good j ob, 

was ear ni ng an aver age of  $250 mont hl y i n a def ense j ob wor k-

i ng f or  t he J i mmy W. Gl ove Company i n Honol ul u, at  a r at e of  

$1.50 per  hour , he says . But  Car l  di d not  t hi nk f or  a moment  

of  l eavi ng hi s aged par ent s wi t hout  hi s own pr esence, t o go 

i nt o a mai nl and r el ocat i on cent er , t i e says : 

"My par ent s ar e pr et t y o l d. We wer e a l l  l i ke one 

f ami l y anyway. We l i ved t oget her  i n a bi g house. My f at her  
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had a l ease on i t . They or der ed hi m evacuat e. We al l  came 

al ong." 

The l wamot os, f i r s t , second, and t hi r d gener at i on, 

l ef t  Honol ul u t oget her  on J anuar y 27, 1943. Less t han a 

f or t ni ght  l at er , t hey wer e i n t he J erome Rel ocat i on Cent er , 

Ar kansas. 

Car l  Iwamoto r ecei ved hi s educat i on at  t he Pohu 

Kai na Grammas school  and McKi nl ey hi gh school  i n Honol ul u, 

gr aduat i ng f r om t he l at t er  i n 1922. He t hen at t ended t he Ho-

nol ul u,Tr ade and Commer ci al  school . He wor ked at  odd j obs 

and ass i st ed hi s f at her  i n f i s hi ng of f  and on. I n 1931 he 

st ar t ed pai nt i ng as a t r ade. Unt i l  1939, he wor ked under  

var i ous J apanese cont r act or s, ear ni ng f r om 50 cent s to 85 

cent s an hour . I n 1939 he secur ed a j ob at  t he I mper i al  

Pai nt  Shop f or  one dol l ar  an hour ; i n 1941 he got  a j ob wi t h 

the J i mmy W. Gl ove Company at  $1*30 an hour . He bel onged to 

t he C. I .O. Local  519 Pai nt er s Uni on i n Honol ul u. He i s no 

l onger  act i ve i n t hi s uni on. He was asked: 

"Di d you r es i gn f r om t he member shi p?" 

"No, t hey ki cked me out ." 

"Why?" 

"Wel l , no 1 guess I  act ual l y di d r esi gn a l l  r i ght ." 

He appear s t o be a f ai r l y act i ve per son, al t hough he 

shi es away, f or  under st andabl e r easons, f r om heavy or  st r en-

uous manual  l abor . Gamp l i f e di d not  agr ee to wel l  wi t h hi m, 

he says. He deci ded to come out  on r el ocat i on hi msel f  f i r s t , 

t el l i ng hi s wi f e t hat  he woul d f i nd out  what  t he chances of  
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maki ng a good l i v i ng wer e bef or e ever yone woul d come out . 

He came to Chi cago on dune 18, 1943 on a War  Rel ocat i on Aut h-

or i t y j ob o f f er . He has now been i n Chi cago about  a mont h. 

He i s now l ooki ng f or  anot her  j ob. 

He was asked: 

"Di d you t ake t he f i r s t  j ob of f er  secur ed f or  you 

by WRA?" 

"No, i t  was no good." 

"Di d you r epor t  f or  wor k at  a l l ? " 

"I  sent  i n my car d t o WBA i n Washi ngt on." 

"That 's to r epor t  yo\ xr  addr ess . But  di d you r epor t  t o 

wor k at  t he j ob whi ch WA secur ed f or  you?" 

He gest ur ed and f r owned wi t h di sappr oval : 

"J ob was no good." 

"Di d you gi ve i t  a t r y?" 

"No, j ob was no good." 

"How much di d i t  pay?" 

"F i ve dol l ar s a day ." 

"But  i s n ' t  t hat  bet t er  t han t he f our  dol l ar s a day 

you t ol d me you ar e now ear ni ng?" 

"Yes  ̂ but  t oo har d wor k. X saw i t . Al so ei ght  

hour s a day ." 

"How l ong do you woifc now?" (He has a t empor ar y j ob 

pai nt i ng t he i nt er i or  of  an apar t ment ; i t  wi l l  l ast  f or  two 

or  t hr ee more weeks ). 

"Seven hour s day ." 

"Then you'r e l ooki ng f or  a bet t er  j ob now because 

t bs one you have i s onl y t empor ar y, and you want  a per manent  
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one?" 

"Yes . I  f i nd j ob al r i ght , but  want  good one. 

Pr et t y har d out  her e. Can't  get  i nt o def ense j ob l i k e Ha-

wai i an I s l ands ." 

"Have you t r i ed at  a l l ? " 

"No. not  y et . " 

"Then why do you say t hat ?" 

"That 's what  t hey t el l  me." 

"Who?" 

"Ot her  J apanese who t r y al r eady ." 

Car l  i wamot o i s n ' t  t oo sur e t hat  r el ocat i on i s goi ng 

to wor k out  f or  hi m and hi s f ami l y . He i s f r ank l y on t he 

skept i cal  s i de, tie says t hat  J er ome i s more home to hi m t han 

Chi cago r i ght  now. t i e adds : 

"I t  cost s a f or t une t o get  a decent  pl ace t o l i ve 

i n Chi cago." He was asked: 

"Ar e you pl anni ng to br i ng your  wi f e and chi l dr en t o 

Chi cago?" 

"I  don't  know yet . i t  doesn't  l ook l i ke i t  yet . Pr et t y 

har d. You know my apar t ment  not  ver y good. I t  has bed bugs 

or  somet hi ng i n i t . " 

"How much do you t hi nk you wi l l  have t o ear n bef or e 

you can br i ng your  f ami l y out ?" 

"Si ght  dol l ar s a day ." 

He says he had no* t r oubl e get t i ng hi s pr esent  apar t -

ment , but  he f eel s i t  wi l l  be ver y di f f i c u l t  t o f i nd one f or  

hi s whol e f ami l y . 

Car l  I wamot o can do mai nt enance wor k i n addi t i on t o 
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t o pai nt i ng, but  he doesn't  want  t o t ake any j ob except  pai nt -

i ng�i nt er i or  pai nt i ng�yet . He was t o l d: 

"Ther e i s a j ob f or  a mai nt enance man at  t he McGi l l  

Y .W.C.A. I t  pays $90 a mont h t o st ar t  wi t h, but  you al so 

get  pr ovi ded a f i ve- r oom f ur ni shed apar t ment ; and t hey ar e 

wi l l i ng t o have a f ami l y wi t h t hr ee chi l dr en. That  woul d 

sol ve your  housi ng pr obl em." 

He appar ent l y di d not  understand t he st at ement . He 

sai d: 

"Ni net y dol l ar s a mont h? I s n ' t  t hat  hi gh f or  an ap-

ar t ment ? " 

"No. You get  t he apar t ment  f r ee. They pay you 

ni net y dol l ar s a mont h f or  bei ng i n char ge of  t he bo i l er , 

doi ng j ani t or  wor k ar ound the i WCA." 

"Oh, j ust  l i ke a house man?" 

"Yes . Does t hi s i nt er est  you at  al l 's You see i t  

may cost  you as hi gh as #65 or  $75 a mont h t o get  a decent  

pl ace f or  s f ami l y of  your  s i z e . " 

"No, 1 f i nd pai nt  j ob." 

Car l  i s an Epi scopal i an. He met  Rev. J ohn M. Yama-

zak i  at  the J er ane Rel ocat i on Cent er  and v i s i t s t he Rever end 

i n Chi cago. He r el i es a good deal  on Rev. l amazaki 's advi ce 

f or  hi s per sonal  pr obl ems. He i s anxi ous to become a r egul ar  

chur ch- goi ng member  i n hi s communi t y. He has been r ef er r ed 

t o t he St . Mar k 's Epi scopal  Chur ch on t he sout hs i de. He was 

gi ven an i nt r oduct or y t hr ough the Mi dwest  Br ancn Of f i ce of  

t he Amer i can J Fr i ends Ser v i ce Commi t t ee and t he Amer i can 

Bapt i st  Home Mi ss i on Soc i et y . 
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Ri cky R. Nakada ( f i c t i t i ous name) i s 
a sai l o r , to put  i t  i n hi s own wor ds, 
a "mer chant  mar i ne seaman". He i s 25, 
about  f i ve f eet  f our  i nches t a l l , 
wei ghs ar ound 128 pounds. He i s a 
nat i ve of  t he Hawai i an I s l ands , of  
J apanese descent . 

Si nce 1956 Ri cky has wor ked on shi ps pl yi ng 

bot h Pac i f i c and At l ant i c , Pear l  Har bor  st r anded hi m hi gh 

and dr y at  San Fr anci sco Har bor ; he became a l andl ubber  by 

compul si on. "Yeah, I  got  caught  i n de evacuashun," he says. 

Ri cky i s a r ough- appear i ng per son. Ther e i s 

no smoot hness to ei t her  hi s per son or  manner s. He i s t o-

t al l y ber ef t  of  soc i al  gr aces. Hi s f ace i s mar ked al most  

l i ke t hat  of  a pr i ze f i ght er  i n t he ear l y st ages of  hi s 

car eer . He h%s a l ant er n j aw; hi s sk i n i s r ough. He has 

a sal l ow compl exi on. Al t hough hi s mar iners may be cr ude, he 

i s not  r ude. He dr esses i nf or mal l y, t endi ng t o be sl oppy. 

Hi s Hawai i an spor t  shi r t  i s unbut t oned. ( I t ' s a hot  day 

anyway). He sl ouches i n hi s chai r , gazes out  of  t he wi ndow, 

r es t l ess l y squi r ms about , occas i onal l y l ooki ng di r ec t l y at  

you; he smokes i nt er mi t t ent l y . 

He i s an Hawai i an Ni sei  and speaks Engl i sh wi t h 

a def i ni t e accent . Hi s pr onunci at i on of  "g i r l " sounds more 

l i ke "gi yo r u". He squi nt s now and t hen as he t al ks , al most  

al ways at  a r api d pace, and he uses pi ct ur esque gest ur es . 

He woul d pr obabl y be qui t e at  home on a wat er f r ont  dock wi t h 

sweat i ng st evedor es, or  i n a smoky t aver n dr i nk i ng a whi sky 

i n a boot h. He has a t ouch of  t he v i l l a i n i n hi s appear ance 

as a r el ocat i on appl i cant  f or  wor k i n a c i t y , he does not  
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make a good f i r s t  i mpr essi on. On t he cont r ar y, he of f er s 

a vul ner abl e t ar get  f or  t he super - suspi ci ous i ndi v i dual  

who has seen a l ot  of  war t i me car i cat ur es of  t he J apanese 

enemy. 

On t he dat e of  i nt er v i ew, Ri cky sai d he was 

i n need of  money. He want ed t o bor r ow some. 

"For  what  pur pose?" he was asked. 

"I  'm f l at  br oke� X need dough to pay my r ent , 

get  some eat s . Xf m s i ck i n de s t omach�ul cer s ," he sai d, 

poi nt i ng t o hi s abdomen. 

"What  cent er  ar e you f r om?" 

"Hear t  Mount ai n." 

"How l ong have you been out  her e?" 

"About  a mont h and a hal f . I  been wor ki ng but  

you. know how i t  i s . Si ck man can't  woi fc. I  got t a r es t , " 

he sai d wi t h a shr ug of  hi s shoul der s . 

"How i s i t  you came to t hi s o f f i c e? " 

"WRA sent  me. Sai d you peopl e had money t o l end." 

"You'r e not  wor ki ng now?" 

"I  qu i t . " 

"Wher e wer e you wor ki ng?" 

"Shot wel l  candy company?" 

"How much wer e you ear ni ng?" 

"I t  was t oo har d work f or  a si ck man. Pai d onl y 

65 cent s an hour . INiaw, I  di dn' t  car e f or  i t  much." 

"Any over t i me?" 

"Uhhunh, t i me and a hal f . But  chee, you know 

how i t  i s , my st omach st ar t ed t o hur t . " 
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"Di d you see a doct or  about  i t ? " 

"Uhhunh, but  t hr ee or  f our  year s ago a good 

doct or  on a shi p t ol d me i t  was st omach ul cer s . I t  comes 

ever y once i n a whi l e. Den i  can't  do nut hi n' about  i t . 

Can?t  hel p i t  or  nut hi n*. J ust  got t a r es t . That 's when 

I  j ust  don't  do nu t t h i n ' . " 

Ri cky Nakada i s k not  a dul l  per son. For  a l l  

hi s r ough appear ance, he i s a r at her  br i ght  young man. He 

has a f l ai r , i t  seems, f or  ac t i ng. I n t hi s case, he want ed 

sympat hy f r om hi s i mmedi at e l i s t ener  because he seeuBd t o 

f eel  sympat hy woul d pr oduce t he obj ect i ve of  hi s v i s i t �a 

cash l oan. Ee i s col or f ul  but  appar ent l y honest y i s not  

par t i cul ar l y a v i r t ue; numerous di scr epanc i es appear ed i n 

hi s st at ement s gi ven i n t he cour se of  an hour ; t her e wer e 

oc casi onal  cont r adi  c t i  ons� 

"Chee, a guy i s r eal l y down and o ut , " he sai d, 

"I 'm f l at  and gpt t a pay my room r ent . I  got t a buy mi l k f or  

my ul c er s . I  got t a eat . I 'm pr ac t i cal l y s t ar v i ng. I  got t a 

get  c l ot hes, I  need money f or  s t r eet  car , c i gar et t es , and a 

l ot t a t hi ngs ." 

"Ci gar et t es ar en't  good f or  st omach ul cer s , 

ar e t hey?" 

"Uhhunh. . . " 

He ev i dent l y di dn't  l i k e t he quest i on, t i e assumed 

a somewhat  bel l i ger ent  at t i t ude as i f  he r esent ed any quest -

i oni ng of  hi s needs . 
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"Say, you ai n ' t  g i v i n ' me no r un ar ound? X 

get  t hat  ever ywher e el s e. " 

"No, you ar en't  get t i ng any r un ar ound her e. I  

want  t o be hel pf ul , but  f r ank l y I  don't  t hi nk y o u ' l l  get  a 

l oan her e. I 'm not  i n char ge of  i t . But  I »11 gi ve your  

st or y to t he man who i s ; you can be i nt er vi ewed by hi m. You 

see, t he amount  avai l abl e i s s ma l l . . . " 

"How smal l ?" 

"How much doyyou t hi nk you need?" 

"I  dunno. How much yuh got ?W 

"The t ot al  avai l abl e i s about  a hundr ed dol -

l ar s , b ? u t . . . " 

"Hundr ed dol l ar s i s pl ent y f or  i bb." 

"But  t hat 's t he t o t al . I t  dpesn't  necessar i l y 

mean t her e's t hat  much avai l abl e f or  a l oan now. I t  i s l oaned 

out  f r om t i me to t i me f or  var i ous r easons. For  i nst ance, a 

man has a good j ob of f er  but  needs t oo l s . Recent l y two young 

women r ent ed an apar t ment  a l i t t l e more expensi ve t han t hey 

coul d af f or d. They r an shor t  of  f unds, f aced ev i c t i on. The 

l oan was made t o them unt i l  pay day . " 

"Wel l , does dat  mean you can't  l end i t  t o me?" 

"You wi l l  have a chance t o see t he man i n char ge. 

I  t hi nk you'd bet t er  expect  a 'no ' answer , t o be honest  wi t h 

you." 

Ri c k y 's J apanese gi ven name (r eal ) i s Ri oko, a 

f emi ni ne appel l at i on. He vol unt eer ed: 

"My ol d man must 've been expect i ng a gi yor u (gi r l ) 

I t ' s a gi yor u's name." 
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He l ooked a l i t t l e sheepi sh. 

Ri cky says he has two br ot her s, one ol der  t han 

he i s ; t hi s br ot her  i s at  t he Hear t  Mount ai n Rel ocat i on Cen-

t er . Hi s younger  br ot her  i s i n t he .army, he says, st at i oned 

at  Camp Robi nson, Ar kansas . 

"Why don't  you wr i t e a l et t er  t o your  ol der  br ot h-

er  at  Hear t  Mount ai n? He ought  to be abl e t o hel p you?" he 

was asked. 

"Me and my br udder , we don't  t al k . We don't  have 

nut hi n' t o do wi t  each udder . He mi nds hi s bus i ness . I  mi nd 

mi ne. That 's f i ne, you know what  i  mean?" 

Ri cky had been br oke bef or e. 

"Tousands of  t i mes, cheesus yeah," he sai d qui ckl y 

i n r epl y t o a quest i on. He even l ooked a l i t t l e boas t f ul . 

"How di d you manage al l  t hese t i mes?" he was 

asked. 

" I  manage, "ftih know i n 1936 I  got  st r anded i n 

Shanghai . Boy, yuh si ml da seen me den. Wi dout  any dough, 

wi dout  a j ob, wi dout  f r i ends , I 'm hi gh and dr y . iifeidda I  do? 

"Yuh ought  to a seen me den. Yuh wooden know me at  a l l  at  a l l . " 

"How di d you l i ve? " 

"I  s l ept  i n t el ephone boot hs. I  cr ept  ont o shi ps . 

I  sal vaged ol d food out t a de backs of  caf es . Cheez whadda t i me. 

"Don't  you ever  save money?" 

"Naw? What 's de use? I t  don't  get  a guy nowher e. 

I  l i ke t o have a good t i me. 1 l i k e a l ot t a pay ." 

"How i s i t  you wer e evacuat ed t o Hear t  Mount ai n?" 

" I  was i n San Fr anci sco on December  7. " 

"On a shi p?" 

Tf  
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"Yeah. A Matsoxi  l i ner . Dey t r ew us out  af t er  

t r ee days. I  been bombed f our t een t i mes t o o ." 

Quest i oned f ur t her  about  t he al l eged bombi ngs, 

he was a l i t t l e vague. He sai d j ust  bef or e Pear l  har bor  

he had shi pped out  of  New Yor k and gone t o San F r anc i sco. 

He chewed gum f ur i ous l y at  t hi s poi nt , pul l ed out  a l ar ge 

hadnker chi ef  and began pi ck i ng at  a pi mpl e on hi s chi n, 

Ri cky Nakada l i ves wi t h "a dozen or  mor e" g 

f el l ow» Hawai i an seamen i n an ol d r oomi ng- house apar t ment  

at  1219 Nor t h Cl ar k St r eet  i n Chi cago. I t  i s i n t he near  

Nor t h Si de ar ea on a s t r eet  wher e ever y bl ock has hal f  a dozen 

or  more sal oons , t aver ns, cockt ai l  bar s . I t  i s def i ni t el y 

not  a desi r abl e r es i dent i al  ar ea and one f r om whi ch evacuees 

gener al l y ar e advi sed t o keep away. Four  of  t he "dozen or  

mor e" young men l i v i ng i n t hi s apar t ment  house wer e i nvol ved 

l ast  week i n an i nc i dent  whi ch made headl i nes news; t he f our  

wer e st abbed and at t acked by a gr oup of  10 U.S. F i l i pi no 

s ai l o r s . Var i ous ver s i ons had come out  i n t he pr ess , but  t he 

one most  f r equent l y quot ed was t o t he ef f ec t  t hat  t he f our  

vi ct i ms had made i nsul t i ng and di spar agi ng r emar ks about  the 

s ai l o r s ' uni f or m and t he F i l i pi nos had r e t a l i a t ed . Ri cky 

had a di f f er ent  ver s i on, and he was i ndi gnant  t hat  t he news-

paper s "t ol d a bi g l i e about  i t . " 

Ri cky says one of  t he f el l ows who got  st abbed 

i s a f r i end of  h i s . " I  know de guy r eal  wel l , " he vol unt eer ed. 

"What  *s your  ver s i on of  t he af f ai r ? " he was asked. 
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Wel l , dose damned F i l i pi nos came and pi cked 

on de wr ong guys. Dey had son* t r oubl e de ni ght  bef or e and 

wer e l ayi ng f or  de guy. When dey came back, dey r an acr oss 

t f i ese f o u r > v d d m y f r i e n d 81110112 d e m> a n d d e y J U S t  j u m p e d , e m #" 

"You mean i t  v*as a case of  mi st aken i dent i t y?" 

"Yeah yeah, dat  *s i t . " 

"And you know t he f el l ows who wer e st abbed and 

at t acked?" 

"Sur e, sur e. One guy dat  got  st abbed, I  t el l  

you he roomed wi d us . He's get t i n' wel l  now." 

"Has t her e been any t r oubl e out  t hat  way s i nce?" 

"Uhhunh.. . no ever y t ' i ng's qui et  now»" 

"Do you f r equent  t he sal &ons and t aver ns on 

Nor t h Cl ar k s t r eet ?" 

"Onl y t o get  a dr i nk now and den and f or  seme 

of  us guys to get  togeder - ; we got t a go some p l ac e." 

Asked about  t he ot her  "dozen or  so" Hawai i an 

seamen f r om r el ocat i on cent er s who ar e st ayi ng at  t he same 

apar t ment , he s ai d: 

"Yeah, I  t hi nk dey 'r e a l l  unempl oyed. Nobody's 

wo i k i ng. Some of  'em wer e, but  deySr e qu i t t i n ' . Dat 's why 

I  goot a bor r ow some dough pr et t y qui ck . Nobody's got  any ." 

"Ar e t her e any more Ni s ei  f el l ows i n t he same 

apar t ment ?" 

"Naw, dey'r e a l l  Hawai i an guys. We hel p each 

udder  out ." 

"Ar e t her e any f ami l i es?" 
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"Naw, dey 'r e a l l  bachel or s der e. You know, 

i t ' s skeedr ow." 

Ri cky Nakada says he was gr aduat ed f r om McKi nl ey 

hi gh school ; he appar ent l y f i ni shed at  an ear l y age or  qui t  

school  bef or e gr aduat i on, f ar  he seems t o have gane t o sea 

qui t e ear l y . He i s di f f er ent  f r om t he t ypi cal  West  Coast  Ni -

sei  i n ei t her  speech, manner ei sm, appear ance, or  out l ook* 

He says he doesn't  l i ke "bei n ' a l andl ubber ", he want s to get  

back t o sea* 

He was asked: 

"I f  t he dr af t  i s r ei nst at ed and you ar e dr af t ed, 

woul d you be gl ad t o go?" 

"Sur e, I S'd gp. But  I  don't  t ' i nk dey 'd t ake me." 

"Why? because of  your  st omach?" 

"Yeah. Dey 'd pr obabl y wash me up as 4- F ." 

Al t hough he speaks r eadi l y of  di scr i mi nat i on he 

has had to under go because of  hi s r ace si nce t he war , he does 

not  appear  t o be bi t t er  about  hi s l o t . Hi s concer n i s over  

hi s i nabi l i t y t o negot i at e a l oan, al t hough hi s need does not  

appear  to be ver y gr eat . He was suddenl y asked?: 

"Do you l i ke to gambl e, Hi cky?" 

"Yeah, y eah. . .uhn no, say, why do you ask t hat ?" 

"Never  mi nd, you don't  have t o answer  i f  you t hi nk 

I 'm too per sonal ." 

"Yeah, wel l , you know I  sur e want  t o get  back on 

a boat . Dat 's wher e I  can ear n de most . Bat  1 got t a f i x 

up my st omach f i r s t . " 

"Can't  you get  a j ob shi ppi ng on t he Gr eat  Lakes?" 
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"Ai n ' t  no good. Pay ai n ' t  so hot . .and besi des 

i t ' s onl y seasonal , i n t he wi nt er  t he damned l ake f r eezes up 

I  want a shi p out  of  New Yor k. You get  good pay, f ood i s good 

*l ey even gi ve you cooki es, and you have a swel l  t i me i n por t  

he smi l ed at  t hi s l as t . 

"You mean women and ever yt hi ng?" 

"Yeah, s ur e." 

"Why don't  you go t o New l o i k?" 

"No money. Daf r 's why I  came her e f o r . How can I  

get  t o i êw Yor k wi dout  any money?" 

"Go out  and ear n some i n a j ob t hat  you can wor k 

at  wi t hout  hur t i ng your  heal t h. Save up some money f or  a 

change. I  wi sh we woul c be more hel pf ul  to you. I 'm sor r y 

t hat  I  c an't  do anyt hi ng bet t er  f or  y o u . " 

"Oh, aat 's a l l  r i ght , t anks j ust  de same." 

Al t hough Ri cky i nast ed he coul d a dO no* wor k, 

di scussi on of  an evacuee who had ear ned "f i f t y- f i ve dol l ar s" 

l as t  week br ought  an i nqui r y f r om hi m: 

"Wher e i s di s pl ace?" 

" I t ' s at  Canf i el d Bever age Company. He put  i n 

a l ot  of  over t i me." 

He began wr i t i ng down t he name of  t he f i r m, t hen 

l ooked up, eftand asked: 

"How much di d you say f cl e r at e of  pay was?" 

" I  bel i eve i t  was si xt y- f i ve cent s an hour ." 

"Oh cheezus, dat 's not  so hot . I  got  dat  much at  

Shot wel l . Nut s , t oo much har d wor k ." 
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Ai l  appoi nt ment  was made f o r  Ri cky t> see t he 

per son i n char ge of  t he l oan l at er  t he same af t er noon. 

" I ' l l  be back i n hal f  an hour ," he s ai d. 

He never  r et ur ned. 

(N0T2: I s t hi s case wor t h a f ol l ow- up? 
Hi s addr ess i s 1219 Nor t h Cl ar k, 
but  he i s a. t r ansi ent  �TT) 
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A1 S. Kat o, ( f i c t i t i ous name) i s 20, 
s i ngl e, and away f r om hi s f ami l y f or  
t he f i r s t  t i me i n hi s l i f e . He i s t he 
el dest  son i n a f ami l y of  f i ve chi l d-
r en; he has an ol der  s i s t er , t hr ee 
younger  br ot her s, a l l  l i v i ng t oget her  
at  t he Hear t  Mount ai n Rel ocat i on Cen-
t er  wi t h a wi dowed mot her . 

He has been i n Chi cago near l y t hr ee mont hs, 

havi ng come out  of  t he Cent er  on a W.R.A. j ob of f er  l at e 

i n Apr i l , 1943, wi t h sever al  f r i ends . 

A1 was bor n i n Los Angel es wher e hi s f at her  

was engaged i n oper at i ng t he Or i ent al  Costume Company, 

suppl yi ng cost umes and pr oper t y set s f or  t he mot i on pi c-

t ur e st udi os . As a chi l d, A l  was t aught  t ap danci ng and 

act ed i n sever al  mot i on pi ct ur e comedi es. Hi s f at her , who 

had nur sed act i ng ambi t i ons hi msel f , was anxi ous t o have A l  

become a chi l d movi e s t ar . Xt  was a sour ce of  emot i onal  

sat i s f ac t i on to hi msel f  and hi s wi f e, Al  says . He act ed 

i n sever al  comedi es i n var i ous ver s i ons of  t he "our  gang" 

k i ds , and once or  t wi ce wi t h a f r eckl e- f aced boy named 

Mi ckey Rooney. A l ' s mot her  was over  t en year s younger  t han 

hi s f at her ; she was a "pi ct ur e br i de" who had nej rer  met  her  

husband- t o- be unt i l  she was met  at  t he dock by hi m as t hey 

bot h f i nger ed phot ogr aphs of  each ot her . The mar r i age seems 

to have been t ypi cal  of  t he "pi c t ur e br i de" per i od; mar i t al  

r el at i ons wer e s t r i c t l y accor di ng t o t he J apanese pat t er n. 

However , A l f s f at her  was more .amer i can i n hi s i deal s t han 

t he aver age I s sei  J apanese, due l ar gel y t o hi s cont act s wi t h 

Caucasi ans i n t he cour se of  hi s bus i ness . 
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Al l  hi s l i f e bef or e evacuat i on, A1 l i ved i n 

Hol l ywood. Hi s f at her  r ent ed t he houses i n whi ch t he f ami l y 

l i ved, al t hough t her e was f r equent l y t al k of  buyi ng one i n 

t he chi l dr en's name. I n grammar  school  and j uni or  hi gh school , 

A1 was not  par t i cul ar l y out st andi ng i n schol ar shi p, al t hough 

he was consi der ed above aver age by hi s t eacher s . He made 

good gr ades, but  he was more act i ve and i nt er est ed i n at hl et -

i c s . Hi s par ent s were anxi ous f or  hi m to pur sue a t heat r i cal  

car eer  whi l e he was s t i l l  a youngst er , somet hi ng unusual  f o r  

t he J apanese dur i ng t hat  t i me. He was qui t e of t en on drama-

t i c pr ogr ams and at  school ent er t ai nment  event s as wel l  as at  

pi cni c shows. Dur i ng t hi s per i od  ̂ A l ' s f ami l y seems t o 

have enj oyed a cl ose- kni t  har moni ous l i f e . Hi s f at her 's 

busi ness pr osper ed. ' Al  says hi s f at her  per sonal l y knew such 

men as Cec i l  B. Be Mi l l e and Max f act or  i n t he ear l y days of  

t he Hol l ywood mot i on pi c t ur e i ndust r y , .as a mat t er  of  f ac t , 

Al  says , hi s dad passed up sever al  l ucr at i ve of f er s of  par t -

ner shi p wi t h t hese men i n t hei r  under t ak i ngs . The &at o fam-

i l y went  on numer ous Sunday out i ngs and f ami l y pi cni cs on 

t hei r  Dodge sedan, a coi opar at i ve l uxur y; and t he f ami l y al -

bums ar e f u l l  of  pi ct ur es t aken on t hese happy excur s i ons . 

Al  ent er ed Hol l ywood hi gh school  i n 1937. 

By t hi s t i me he had di scar ded hi s t ap danci ng shoes, had 

l i t t l e t i me f or  ear l i er  t heat r i cal  ambi t i ons. He was, 

however , mor e an ext r over t  t han hi s Ni s ei  f r i ends . By na-

t ur e he t ended t o be domi nat i ng. He went  ar ound wi t h a 

cl ose f r i end, Spencer , two year s ol der  t han Al . I t  was 
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al ways A l , however , who t ook the i n i t i at i v e, made t he dec i s i ons , 

l ed t he way. Al  bossed hi s younger  br ot her s ar ound, gener al l y 

had hi s way ar ound t he house. 

I n hi gh school , he was more i nt er est ed i n spor t s 

t han i n anyt hi ng el s e. Basket bal l  was hi s f avor i t e spor t . 

He was bot h a spect at or  and par t i c i pant . Hank Lui set t i  of  

St anf or d was hi s her o, and Al  made i t  a poi nt  t o save hi s 

al l owance t o be abl e t o see L ui set t i  i n act i on whenever  t he 

oppor t uni t y pr esent ed i t s el f . At  Hol l ywood hi gh, Al  went  

out  f or  "c l ass B" basket bal l  i n hi s f r eshman year . He di d 

"j us t  f a i r " i n hi s s t udi es , but  he made t hB f i r s t  t eam and 

won hi s l et t er . I n hi s j uni or  and seni or  year  he made t he 

Var s i t y t eam and r ecei ved hi s bi g f H' . He was a campus 

l et t er man and t ook consi der abl e pr i de i n hi s at hl et i c accom-

pl i shment s . He had acqui r ed, i n the meant i me, a per sonal  

i nt er est  i n t he opposi t e sex. For  an adol escent  of  s i xt een, 

a t er m he despi sed, he l i kes t o descr i be hi msel f  as "qui t e 

advanced" i n hi s "i deas about  women. They have t o be pr et t y , 

good f i gur e, as wel l  as i nt el l i gent . " 

Hi s "best  f r i ends " at  school  wer e Caucasi an. 

He bel onged t o t he r egul ar  school  c l ubs , vasn't  so ver y act -

i ve i n t he J apanese gr oup t her e. The cl ub whi ch t ook most  

of  hi s t i me and i nt er est  was cal l ed Phi  Si gma .Lambda, whi ch 

happened t o be on t he excl usi ve s i de f or  young at hl et es of  

t he school  whi ch had a t ot al  st udent  body of  about  2300. 

Sever al  members of  t he c l ub came f r om wel l - t o- do f ami l i es . 

¿0. was al ways i nv i t ed wi t h "t he gang" i nt o t hei r  homes. He 
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"bel onged" t o t he sel ect  c i r c l e; he spoke t he l anguage of  

t he gr oup; he shar ed i t s i deal s ; he had l i t t l e occasi on t o 

be consci ous of  hi s r ace* 

Dur i ng A l ' s hi gh school  year s , hi s f at her 's 

busi ness had dec l i ned. I t  had suf f er ed dur i ng t he depr ess-

i on and had f ai l ed to make a successf ul  r ecover y. The fam-

i l y was not  i n good f i nanc i al  condi t i on. Hi s el der  s i st er  

went  t o wor k; hi s mot her  consi der ed doi ng housewor k; Al  had 

to f i nd a j ob wor ki ng s Sat ur days t o earn hi s al l owance, ê 

f ound a week- end j ob i n a f r ui t  st and wher e he ear ned t hr ee 

dol l ar s wor ki ng f r om ei ght  i n t he mor ni ng unt i l  ni ne at  ni ght . 

At  t hi s t i me was f i ndi ng i nt er est  i n "dat es ", t hough l ack 

of  f unds "cr amped" hi s s t y l e, he says . He l ear ned how to 

dance and acqui r ed a pr odi gi ous appet i t e f or  swi ng musi c . 

He was an avi d f ol l ower  of  Gene Kmarpa, Gl enn Mi l l er , Benny 

Goodman; he eufes* r egul ar l y r ead "Downbeat ", publ i cat i on of  

swi ng musi c addi c t s . Al  had no "s t eady al t hough he occasi on-

al l y bor r owed t he f ami l y car , now a For d sedan, and t ook a 

gi r l  out , somet i mes to a show, somet i mes t o a dance, a 

pi cni c , beach par t y, or  somet i mes j ust  f or  a r i de. He went  

out  wi t h any one of  hal f  a dozen gi r l s , changi ng ar ound f r e-

quent l y. He ví as t ur ned down, now and t hen f or  a dace, but  

t hi s di dn't  bot her  hi m, he says , because he had hi s hands f u l l  

"keepi ng t he gi r l s f r om get t i ng ser i ous over  me." Al  gi ves 

t he i mpr essi on t hat  hi s conduct  wi t h t he opposi t e sex has 

al ways been di sc r eet . "Oh, yeah I  guess I ' v e necked a gi r l  

and k i ssed her  good ni ght , but  t hat 's a l l , " he says casual l y . 

At  home Al  spoke l ángl i sh wi t h hi s s i s t er  and 
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br ot her s but  J apanese wi t h hi s mot her  and f at her . He at t end-

ed t he Hol l ywood J apanese l anguage school  af t er  r egul ar  

publ i c school  i n hi s el ement ar y and j uni or  hi gh year s but  

dr opped i t  i n hi s hi gh school  year s; basket bal l  t ook up a l l  

hi s af t er noon hour s. At  home, however , he mi xed Engl i sh 

wi t h hi s J apanese i n speaki ng t o hi s par ent s who had a bet t er  

t han aver age command of  EngL i s h f o r  i s s ei . 

A l ' s Engl i sh i s good. I t  i s wi t hout  t he accent  

pecul i ar  to most  Ni s ei . He i s eas i l y under st ood and has a 

good speaki ng vo i ce. Phys i cal l y , he i s a l i t t l e t al l er  t han 

t he aver age Ni s e i , s t andi ng f i ve f eet  ei ght  i nches and wei gh-

i ng ar ound 150 pounds, Two of  hi s younger  br ot her s ar e about  

s i x f eet  t a l l , he says . A1 i s wel l  pr opor t i oned and at hl et i c 

and wal ks wi t h good post ur e. He i s v f ai r l y good l ooki ng by 

Ni sei  st andar ds, al t hough he has aa habi t  of  occas i onal l y 

squi nt i ng. He wear s r i ml ess gl asses , has a dar k compl exi on. 

A1 car r i es a cer t ai n ai r  of  sophi st i cat i on about  hi s per son. 

He i s t he exper i enced ur bani t e who enj oys¿a l augh at  t he 

expense of  a cl umsy count r y cl od hopper . He i s a keen obser -

ver  and has a seaefc r et ent i ve memory as wel l  as a shar p t ongue 

i n good company. 

The two year s bef or e evacuat i on were s a 

st r uggl e f or  A l . About  t he t i me of  hi s gr aduat i on i r cm hi gh 

school , A l ' s f at her , suf f er i ng f r om Ast ha whi ch devel oped i nt o 

t uber cul os i s , di ed. Bef or e hi s deat h, hi s f at her  had en-

gaged i n a bi t t er  quar r el  wi t h a busi ness par t ner  of  two 

decades1 s t andi ng; t he busi ness was v i r t ual l y bankr upt . The 

f ami l y was l ef t  v i r t ual l y penni l ess . I t  was A l ' s j ob t o 
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assume r espons i bi l i t i es as t he man of  t he househol d. Thi s 

was a j ob f or  whi ch he was not  emot i onal l y pr epar ed. He 

had been cl oser  to hi s f at her  t han t o hi s mot her , al t hough 

A1 i s not  af f ec t i onat e by nat ur e. He di d not  al ways get  

al ong wi t h hi s ol der  s i s t er . Al t hough t he ent i r e f ami l y was 

dr awn t oget her  f or  a whi l e by t he deat h of  t he f at her , di s-

or gani zat i on set  i n shor t l y af t er  hi s mot her  t ook a t r i p t o 

J apan. Dur i ng t he i nt er val  unt i l  she r et ur ned, t he chi l d-

r en wer e comi ng and goi ng pr et t y much as each pl eased* 

A1 t ook a j ob i n a f r ui t  s t and, wor ki ng l ong 

hour s f or  compar at i vel y meager  pay. He had ambi t i ons of  

at t endi ng uni ver s i t y , pl ayi ng basket bal l . He want ed to en-

r o l l  at  t he Uni ver s i t y of  Cal i f or ni a at  Los Angel es . Most  

of  hi s hi gh school  buddi es wer e now i n col l ege. He di dn't  

see ver y much of  t hem, al t hough he had not  l ost  cont act  al -

t oget her . 

He enr ol l ed at  U.O. L .A . and was at t endi ng cl as-

ses t her e when war  br oke out . 

(HOTS: I n t he f ol l ow- up i nt er vi ews 
whi ch Char l ey wi l l  do, emphasi s 
mi ght  be pl aced i n get t i ng hi s 
r eact i ons t o êar l  Har bor  et c . The 
1st  i nt er vi ews r at her  sket chy on 
det ai l s dur i ng t he per i od.�TT) 

A l ' s f ami l y evacuat ed wi t h t he Hol l ywood 

peopl e t o t he Sant a Ani t a assembl y Cent er  and t hen t o t he 

Hear t  Mount ai n Rel ocat i on Cent er . 

A1 came to Chi cago l at e i n Apr i l , 1943. He 

says he had become "r es t l es s " i n camp. "We had t o come out  

some t i me. I  f i gur ed I ' d l eave r i ght  away. Thi ngs wer e 
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get t i ng a l i t t l e r est l ess i n can?) t oo, what  wi t h r egi st r a-

t i on and a l l . I  was qui t e sur pr i sed when I  l ear ned some 

young f el l ows I  knew had sai d no to t he Quest i ons 27 and 

23 dur i ng r egi s t r at i on. I  t hi nk most  of  them wer e ei t her  

sor e about  t he whol e evacuat i on or  wer e i nf l uenced by t hei r  

par ent s , AS I  was l eav i ng, 1 r an i nt o sever al  who sai d t hey 

wer e sor r y t hey 'd put  down 'no ' and hoped t hey'd get  a chance 

to change t hei r  answer s t o yes. Ther e wer e a number  of  

agi t at or s at  Hear t  Mount ai n t oo. You shoul d have seen and 

hear d some of  t he smar t  a l eeks and wi se cr acks when t hose 

poor  guys who came t o t he camp to r ecr ui t  vol unt eer s f or  t he 

combat  team t r i ed t o s peak ." 

A1 came to Chi cago on a W.R.A. j ob o f f er . He 

went  t o work f or  t he Lai dl aw Publ i shi ng Company i n t he st ock 

r oom, per f or mi ng manual  t asks . He ear ned f i f t y cent s and 

hour  f or  a 48 hour  week; hi s pay check was $24 a week. Thi s 

wast i 't  enough, he sai d, i f  he was t o cont i nue t o l i ve at  t he 

Y.M. C.A. hot el , pay f or  al l  hi s meal s i n t he caf et er i a t her e 

and hope to have somet hi ng saved. 

He was f i r s t  i nt er vi ewed on May 10, 1945. 

He was asked: "What  i s your  chi ef  pr obl em?" 

He r epl i ed: "I  don't  ear n enough t o keep out  

of  t he r ed. Boy, am I  i n a sad pi c k l e. Meal s ar e cost i ng 

me over  a dol l ar  and a hal f  a day, somet i mes two bucks i f  I  

don't  want  t o go hungr y, t he room i s s i x dol l ar s a week. Add 

al l  t hat  t oget her , wi t h st r eet car  f ar e, a show now and t hen, 

l aundr y, and what  do I  have l ef t ? Not hi ng. I 'm s t eadi l y 

goi ng i nt o t he ho l e." 
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"How much ar e you ear ni ng?" 

"Twent y- f our  dol l ar s a week ." 

"Do you have any over t i me?!' 

"None at  a l l . t i e says t her e j ust  i s n' t  any ." 

"You know t hat  you coul d r educe your  l i v i ng 

cost s i f  you secur ed an apar t ment  and cooked your  own meal s and 

packed your  l unches?" 

"Yeah. That 's what  me and anot her  guy pl an to 

do. You know t her e ar e two f el l ows and two gi r l s who l i ve 

i n separ at e apar t ment s but  i n t he same bui l di ng. They shar e 

expenses. The gi r l s cook t he meal s , t he f el l ows chi p i n on 

t he cost  and hel p wi t h t he di shes . I t ' s a swel l  set - up, and 

t hey'r e savi ng money. That 's what  we'd l i ke t o do . " 

"Does your  empl oyer  know you want  to qui t ?" 

"Yes . I ' v e t al ked i t  over  wi t h hi m. He's 

sympat het i c but  j ust  can't  affi l ed t o pay mor e. He says i t ' s 

al l  r i ght  i f  I  l eave hi m." 

A1 Kat o was ass i st ed i n secur i ng a j ob at  

t he Gl i der  Tr ai l er  Company i n Chi cago, by the i nt er vi ewer . 

The r at e of  pay of f er ed was §  70 cent s an hour . a1 coul d, 

by consci ent i ous ef f o r t , ear n at  l east  t hi r t y dol l ar s a 

week, pr obabl y mor e, he was t o l d. 

He r epor t ed f or  wor k on May 12, and on t he 

13t h cal l ed t he i nt er vi ewer  and sai d t hat  he had been acc-

ept ed by t he l ocal  uni on 369, C . I . O. and was enj oyi ng hi s j ob. 

Sever al  days l at er , he br ought  a'young l ady 

to i nt r oduce her  to members of  t be o f f i c e s t af f . She was 
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an evacuee f r om t he Post on Rel ocat i on Cent er  who had come to 

Chi cago on a Fr i end Ser vi ce Commi t t ee host el  i nv i t at i on, i i l  

was a f r equent  v i s i t or  at  t he host el , i t  was not ed, dur i ng 

her  s t ay , He i ndi cat ed a r omant i c i nt er est  i n t he young l ady , 

f our  or  f i ve year s hi s seni or  i n age. 

On May 20, 1943, t he per sonnel  manager  of  t he 

Gl i der  Tr ai l er  Company, wher e A1 ©was now wor ki ng, cal l ed 

the i nt er vi ewer  and r epor t ed t hat  t her e had been some "agi -

t at i on" i n t he pl ant  t hat  mor ni ng over  the "pr esence of  sev-

er al  J apanese .Amer i cans" i n t he pl ant . A uni on st ewar d had 

obj ect ed t o t hei r  wor ki ng t her e, he sai d. Thi s par t i cul ar  

man, accor di ng t o t he per sonnel  manager , had been a "t r oubl e-

maker " bef or e and was aefc now t r y i ng t o get  t he l ocal  C . I . 0. 

Pai nt er s Uni on to oust  t he boys. Si x Ni s ei  had been empl oyed 

by Gl i der  T r ai l er . The t ot al  per sonnel  of  t he f i r m aver aged 

ar ound 110 per sons. A mass meet i ng had been cal l ed t hat  af t -

er noon. The empl oyees wer e t o t ake a vot e on whet her  t he 

Ni sei  wer e t o be di schar ged or  t o r emai n. An i nv i t at i on was 

ext ended t o t he "J apanese .Amer i cans" t o say somet i ng i n t hei r  

own behal f . 

a1 Kat o j umped up and of f er ed hi s p i ec e. 

Accor di ng t o t he per sonnel  manager , Mr . Shaw, 

"he di d a wonder f ul  j ob of  publ i c r el at i ons . The empl oyees 

al l  cl apped and cheer ed; t hey t ook a vot e and j ust  about  unan-

i mousl y deci ded t o keep t he boys. Ther e's no mor e t r oubl e si nce 

On oul y 19, 1943, A1 Kat o appear ed agai n be-

f or e t he i nt er v i ewer . 
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"How have you been maki ng out ?" he was asked* 

"I 'm out  of  t he r ed. Thanks f or  t he j ob." 

"Have you been abl e to ear n enough?" 

"My check f or  t he l ast  ei ght  days was si xt y- t wo 

do l i ar s . " 

"Then, you've been abl e t o save some money?" 

"Wel l , I 'm out  of  t he r ed. " 

"But  you haven't  saved any?" 

"Wel l , you see, i t ' s t hi s way. when ± r un i n-

to t he r ed, my roommate Lar r y hel ps me out  by l endi ng me setae. 

Then he goes i nt o t he r ed, and x hel p hi m. I t ' s j ust  one 

vi c i uous cyc l e. I t ' s pr et t y har d t o ac t ual l y save. But  I 'v e 

got  some now. I 'm i n t he bl ac k ." 

"You'r e doi ng wel l  at  t he j ob, t hen. I nci den-

t al l y , what  ai d you t el l  t he empl oyees of  Gl i der  Tr ai l er  at  

t he mass meet i ng?" 

"Not  much. I  j ust  happened t o wal k i n when 

t hey wer e hol di ng t he meet i ng. 1 a i dn ' t  know what  I  was 

wal ki ng i nt o . I  j ust  t ol d 'em we wer e .Amer i cans l i k e every-

body e l s e. " 

"You l i ke t he pl ace and your  f el l ow wor ker s?" 

"Yes , I  do . They've been swel l  t o me, but  you 

know I 'v e deci ded t o qu i t . " 

"Why?" 

"Wel l , I 'm ear ni ng enough money al l  r i ght . But  

I 'v e r ecent l y been doi ng wor k on t he machi ne. I 'm pai d ver y 

wel l . I t ' s pi ece wor k, and ± get  a dol l ar  an hour . Onl y 

t hi ng, and i t ' s a bi g t hi ng, i s t he f i ne sawdust . I t ' s wt  
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wet  sawdust , and i  br eat he i nt o i t  al l  day. I t  seems t o get  

i nt o my l ungs . I 've l i s t  my appet i t e. I  c an't  seem t o eat  

r i ght . I  al ways f eel  as t hough l  have a col d. Thi s sor t  of  

t hi ng coul d l ead i nt o more ser i ous compl i cat i ons. So I  f eel  

I ' d bet t er  qui t . Do you have any ot her  j obs ar ound?" 

Whi l e a1 di d not  speak of  i t nopenl y, he appear s 

to have a f ear  of  any l ung ai l ment . Hi s f at her  di ed of  t u-

ber cul os i s ; he bel i eves i n saf eguar di ng hi s own heal t h. a1 was 

t ol d t hat  t he i nt er vi ewer  had been shi f t ed f r om j ob pl acement  

and was now wor ki ng on ass i s t i ng evacuees secur e housi ng. He 

was asked: 

"Have you t r i ed t he Uni t ed St at es Empl ayment  

Ser vi ce? «ue ar e t i i r ni ng over  a l l  our  l eads t o them and to 

W. H.A. " 

"No. U. S . E . S i s gi v i ng us a r un- ar ound t hese 

days, i t  seems. Espec i al l y s i nce t he Di es uommi t t ee r epor t s 

i n t he newspaper s,and a l l  t hat  unf avor abl e publ i c i t y about  

t hose f el l ows i nsul t i ng the F i l i pi no sai l or s and get t i ng st abbed. 

I t  seems t hey don't  have many l eads , or  el se t hey t el l  you t o 

come back t omor r ow. I  got  one l ead at  Cuneo Pr ess , t hough. 

I  coul d go t o wor k t omor r ow. I t  onl y pays 62- g-  cent s an hour . 

You don't vhave any f i l t a st udi o j obs, do you? I 'm i nt er est ed 

i n t hat  ki nd of  wor k ." 

A cal l  was made t o t he Par amount  P i c t ur es Corp-

or at i on o f f i c e wher e j obs f or  shi ppi ng room wor ker s had been 

l i s t ed a mont h ago. A1 was encour aged t o cal l  t her e f or  an 

i nt er v i ew. 

(NOTE: A1 i s wi l l i ng t o be i nt er vi ewd 
at  gr eat er  l engt h; he expect s Char l ey. �TT) 


