
I nt er v i ewer 1 s code 

St i mi  Hf t i fcda. , 
Sh i mak o S h i b s t a ( p s u e d . ) 

Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement  St udy, 

F ebr uar y , 1944 (Rev i sed) 

SCHEDULE FOR I NDI VI DUAL RESETTLERS 

Dat e of  i nt er vi ew 

1,  Case number 

Df t f ;. 7, ,1.94A. I nt er vi ewer  i L -̂ K Uü i ü i l  

2. Sex, M (ST) 3. Mar i t al  s t at . M ( S j  D W 0 

Pr esent  addr ess 5509 S -  B l f t c k s t nne 

Ent er ed 

5 - ' 44 

Lef t  

Lat er  addr esses Dat e 
H 

�""'�
 1

 n " 
1 

i/  
it  

11 
11 

6. Bi r t hpl ace g Hy e r s i ä e , â l i f r . 7. Bi r t hdat e 
1 T V * V .-VH* X » , » RF . H ... 

Al i en or  Ci t i zen C i t  i  gen Ni sei » Ki bei  or  I s sei  

10« Addr esses bet ween Dec . 1, 1941 and evacuat i on 

1309, 

(a) 

(b)" 

(o ) ; 

(d) 

(e)" 

K i v e r s i a e . C a l i f . 

11. Assembl y Cent er  

12. Rel ocat i on Cent er  p 0 & t o p 

13. Addr esses s i nce l eav i ng*Rel ocat i on Cent er " 

(pr i or  t o "pr esent  addr es s ") 

(a) 
(b)  

 ̂ 
( d) 

(e) � :  
( f ) 

(g) 

Dat e 
n 
H 

n 

it  

H 

Dat e » 

Dat e 
H 

Ent er ed 

1209 

Lef t  

5 - ' 42 

7-  ' 4£ 3 - ' 4Z 
3" ' 45 5-  ' 44 

Ent er ed L ef t  

Fami l y member s l i v i ng t oget her  on December  1, 1941. 

Rel at i onshi p t o 

Reset t l er  Age Sex Bi r t hpl ace Occupat i on Rel i gi on 

U ) F a t h e r  V ."i«,p «.n Rf t f f t . nwpp. r 

) Mf l t hf i r  f f  w {fnnssf iwi  f p 

( G ) S i s t e r  PL.  S , 0 
W Sf i l f  »», f i  Tir  i  «t i  «n 

B r o t h e r  M 
U ; F o s t e r  b r o t h er  M »» 

(g) 
W 

w 

U J  

B r o t h e r  M J  a p a n Do c t o r  
Br  o t her  M U . S . Dent  i s t  

S i s t er  F U . S . Ho u s e wi f e 

Si i i i i t  t i  t  «S. 



Oocupat i on 

(as of  Dec. 1, 1941) Bi r t hpl ace 

What  member s l i s t ed i n 14 or  15 above went  t oget her  t o Rel ocat i on Pr oj ec t ? 

Gi ve symbol s 

What  ot her  r el at ed per sons? 

Rel at i onshi p Occupat i on 

t o Re set t l er  Age Sex Bi r t hpl ace (as of  Dec . 1, 1941) 

Fami l y member s l i v i ng t oget her  i n Chi cago 

Addr ess 

symbol  Rel at i onshi p 

see 13) Ent er ed L ef t  t o Reset t l er  

Occupat i on 

(at  dat e of  

i nt er v i  ewj " Bi r t hpl ace 

Educat i onal  hi s t or y of  r eset t l er  

Grammar  school s (name and l ocat i on) Gr ade compl et ed Dat es 

Hi gh school s (name and l ocat i on) Gr ade compl et ed 

Co l l eges , uni ver s i t i es and vocat i onal  

school s , (name and l oc at i on) 
Gr ade 

compl et ed Dat es 

At t endance at  J apanese l anguage 

school , l ocat i on Dat e 

15. What  member s of  f ami l y l i s t ed i n 14 evacuat ed t oget her  to Assembl y Cent er ? 

Gi ve symbol s 

What  ot her  r el at ed per sons? 



- 3-

� 

19, Occupat i onal  hi s t or y (begi n wi t h f i r s t  j o b ) . Not e per i ods of  unempl oyment  

i n J ob col umn t o cover  

I nc l ude empl oyment  i n Assembl y Cent er  and Rel ocat i on Pr oj ect  

by ent er i ng dat es cont i nuousl y and wr i t i ng "unemp" 

such per i ods . 

and cont i nue wi t h empl oyment  si nce r es et t l i ng. 

Dat es 

Fr om T» Nat ur e of  .iob Type of  i ndust r y Locat i on 

Av , mo, 

wages 

Reason 

f or  t er -

mi nat i on 

' » ' 1 1 V I I N. 

J i  A VV -

! : 
cj sJ  

20, Po l i t i c al  ac t i v i t i es 

Dat es Vot ed i n what  el ec t i ons For  what  par t y 

i . .«: : or . 

7o t eu i n l . i v u . ò i u c 

u V .  s i s I kY <. .  Ci  ?. \ ì : c: L 1S 4 Z 



CH 6 0 . Sumi  Ha r ad a WRA F o r m 26 2 0 4 , 7 4 6 

2 . P o s t o n 5 / 2 3 / 4 2 

3 . None 

4 . 3356 L emon S t r e e t , R i v e r s i d e , C a l i f . 

5 . Ha r ad a S h i a s h i  J ap an 

I n d o , ê n J a p a n 

7 . Gr ammar  s c h o o l , L i n c o l n , R i v e r s i d e 9 / l 5 t o 6 / 2 3 

H i g h s c h o o l . R i v e r s i d e P o l y . T e c h . 9 / 2 3 t o 6 / 2 7 

C o l l e g e , J . C . R i v e r s i d e , 9 / 2 7 t o 6 / 2 8 

7 a . C o l l e g e p r e p a r a t o r y - - B u s i n e s s 

8 . None 

1 2 . 61 150 l b s . 

13 . Near  s i g h t e d n e s s c o r r e c t e d b y g l a s s e s 

1 8 . S i n g l e 

19 . Head 

2 0 . 1 2 / 2 5 / 0 9 

2 3 . No 

2 4 . C o l l e g e 1 

2 5 . Sp eak s J a p a n e s e 

2 7 . Mg r . R e s t a u r a n t  

2 7 a . 

2 8 . 5 / 3 9 t o 5 / 4 2 R e s t a u r a n t  Managed and o wned c a f e R i v e r s i d e 

9 / 3 8 t o 5 / 3 9 Nu r s e R e c e p t i o n i s t  Ho f c p i t al  Sac r amen t o 

6 / 2 8 t o 9 / 3 8 R e s t a u r a n t  Man aged R i v e r s i d e 

2 9 . Wr i t i n g , r e a d i n g . 

O. P . None 

3 0 . C h r i s t i a n 

S u mi ' s b r o t h e r , S h i g e t a k a Ha r o l d Ha r a d a 

2 . s ame 

3 . None 

4 . Same 

5 . same 

7 . Gr ammar  s c h o o l , L i n c o l n , R i v e r s i d e , C a l i f . 9 / 2 9 t o 6 / 3 7 

Hi g h s c h o o l , R i v e r s i d e , P o l y T e c h . 9 / 3 7 t o 6 / 4 1 

C o l l e g e , J . C . R i v e r s i d e 9 / 4 1 t o 5 / 4 2 

7 a . C o l l e g e p r e p a r a t o r y � s c i e n c e ma j o r  

8 . None 

12 . 68 150 l b s . 
13 . Near  s i g h t e d n e s s c o r r e c t e d by g l a s s e s 

18 . S i n g l e 

1 9 . B r o t h e r  

2 0 . 8 / 1 5 / 2 3 

2 3 . Y es 

2 4 . C o l l e g e 1 

2 5 . Sp eak s J a p a n e s e 

2 7 . T e c h . wo r k 

2 7 a . De n t a l  l a b . a s s t . 

2 8 . S t u d e n t  

2 9 . T e n n i s . O . P . De n t a l  L a b o r a t o r y 
3 0 . C h r i s t i a n 



S u mi ' s b r o t h e r  H Y o s h i h a r u Ro y Has h i mu r a 

2 . s ame 

3 . s ame 

4 . same 

5 . Ha s h i mu r a , Y o s h i t a r o J a p a n 

Y amamo t o , I t o y o J a p a n 

5 a . 

7 . Gr ammar  s c h o o l , L i n c o l n , R i v e r s i d e 9 / 2 5 t o 1931 

J u n i o r  h i g h , C e n t r a l , R i v e r s i d e , 9 / 3 1 t o 6 / 3 4 

H i g h s c h o o l , R i v e r s i d e P o l y T e c h . 9 / 3 4 t o 6 / 3 7 

C o l l e g e , J . C . R i v e r s i d e 9 / 3 7 t o 6 / 3 9 

7 a . A . A . P r e - Den t a l  

8 . None 

12 . 67 130 l b s . 
1 3 . Near  s i g h t e d n e s s c o r r e c t e d b y g l a s s e s 

1 8 . S i n g l e 

1 9 . B r o t h e r  

2 0 . 3 / 2 0 / 1 9 

2 3 . No 

2 4 . C o l l e g e 2 

2 5 . Sp eak s J a p a n e s e 

2 7 . L a b . a s s t . 

2 7 a . 

2 8 . * 1 0 / 4 1 t o 5 / 4 2 Op t i c a l  Di s p e n s e r  P r i v a t e o wner  Oa k l a n d , C a l i f . 

5 / 4 0 t o 1 0 / 4 1 R e s t a u r a n t  h e l p e r  " " R i v e r s i d e , C a l i f . 

6 / 3 9 t o 5 / 4 0 T r u c k d r i v e r , v e g . & f r u i t s h a u l i n g , San B e r n a r d i n o 

2 9 . Op t i c a l  d i s p e n s e r  

T e n n i s , r e a d i n g 

O . P . Op t i c a l  d i s p e n s e r  

3 0 . C h r i s t i a n 

S u mi ' s s i s t e r , Sumi k o Has h i mu r a 

2 . s ame 

3 . s ame 

4 . s ame 

5 . Ha s h i mu r a , Y o s h i t a r o J a p a n 

Y amamo t o , I t o y o J ap an 
5 a 

7 . Gr ammar  s c h o o l , L i n c o l n , R i v e r s i d e , 9 / 3 3 t o 6 / 3 9 

J u n i o r  h i g h , C e n t r a l  , R i v e r s i d e 9 / 3 9 t o 5/4- 2 

7a . - - -

8 . No ne 

12 . 59 92 l b s . 

13 . A r r e s t e d t u b e r c u l o s i s under  t h e d o c t o r ' s c a r e a t  p r e s e n t  

18 . S i n g l e 

19 . S i s t e r  

2 0 . 8 / 2 / 2 7 

2 3 . Y e s 

2 4 . Hi g h 1 

2 5 . Sp eak s J a p a n e s e 

27. - - -  2 7 a . � 

28. - - -

29 . 
3 0 . C h r i s t i a n 



S u mi ' s s i s t e r , T o s h i y e Has h i mu r a 

2 . s arae 

3 . None 

4 . same 

5 . Ha s h i mu r a , Y o s h i t a r o J a p a n 

Y amamo t o , I t o y o J a p a n 

5 a . 

7 . Gr ammar  s c h o o l , Og a t a , Hi r o s h i ma 2 / 3 3 t o 4 / 3 9 

H i g h s c h o o l , Sa n y o , Hi r o s h i ma 4 / 3 9 t o 1 0 / 4 1 

7 a . No ne 

8 . J a p a n 4 / 3 1 t o 1 0 / 4 1 

12 . 60 110 l b s . 

1 3 . Ne a r s i g h t e d n e s s c o r r e c t e d by g l a s s e s 

18 . S i n g l e 

1 9 . s i s t e r  

2 0 . 8 / 1 7 / 2 5 

2 3 . No 

2 4 . H i . 3 J a p a n 

27. - - -

2 7 a . Sea ms t r es s 

2 8 . No ne 

2 9 . S e wi n g : r e a d i n g ; wr i t i n g 

3 0 . C h r i s t i a n 



E v a c u a t i o n & K e s e t t l e me n t  s t u dy 

C h a r l e s K l k u c h i  

C h i c a g o , I l l i n o i s 

Dec emL ei  2 . , 1944 

CH- 60 Sh i mak o S h i b a t a ( p s u e d . ) 

Shi i oa ô S h i b a t a , 36 , i s an 

o l der  s i n g l e I i i s e i  woman who i s v e r y 

d i s o r g a n i z e d . She p r o j e c t s a l l  o f  

h e r  d i f f i c u l t i e s t o e n v i r o n me n t a l  

d i f f i c u l t i e s and i t  was e x c e e d i n g l y 

h a i d t o i n t e r v i e w h e r  b ec au s e o f  h er  

s t r o n g emo t i o n a l  f e e l i n g s . He / 

o v e r - a g g r e s s i v e n e s s i s me i e l y a 

c o v er - up f o x i nner  f e e l i n g s o f  i ns e-

c u r i t y and i t  d e f i n i t e l y ~i s a de-

f e n s e mec h a n i s m. She was v e r y 

w i l l i n g t o c o o p e r a t e but  t h e wr i t e r  

a t t emp t ed t o o b t a i n e x p r e s s i o n s o f  

h er  f e e l i n g s p r i ma r i l y r a t h er  t han a 

c o mp l e t e l i f e h i s t o r y b e c a u s e 

Sh i mak o s eemed r a t her  r e l u c t a n t  t o 

t a l k abo u t  her  p a s t  l i f e and s he WR.S 

n o t  w i l l i n g t o r e v e a l  her  t r ue f e e l -

i n g s s i c e a o s o l v t  e p r i v t  c  ̂ wa s 

a b s o l u t e l y i mp o s s i b l e t o o b t a i n . 



CH- 60 

Shi mai i .0 S h i b a t a , 36 , i s a v er . d i s o r g a n i z e d woman who h s s no t  

eeen a b l e t o mek e a d j u s t me n t s t o t he r e s e t t l e d l i f e i n C h i c a g o . Her  

p r e - ev ac u a t i  on home was i n r i v e r s i d e , C a l i f o r n i a , ¡¿he managed her  

f a t h e r ' s r e t a u r a n t  i n t h a t  c i t y f o r  t h e 16 y e a r s p r i o r  to e v a c u a t i o n . 

B o t h o f  her  p a r e n t s a r e now dead ana Shi ni ako f e e l s t hat  t he ev ac ua-

t i o n was d i r e c t l y t he c a u s e f o r  t h i s s o t hat  s h e i s r a t h e r  b i t t e r  

abo u t  l i f e i n g e n e r a l , h e r  o t her  b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s s eemed t o 

h? ve ins da b e t t e r  a d j u s t me n t s . M e r  o l d e s t  b r o t ner  was t o r n i n J a p a n 

ana he i s now a do c t o r  i n t h i s c i t y . A n o t h e i  b r o t her  i s i n t he Ar my 

as a d e n t i s t  and ano t her  o ne i s a p r i v a t e o v e r s e a s . -=»� f o s t e r  br o-

t her  i s a l s o i n t he A r my . A'wo o f  her  s i s t e r s a r e ma r r i e d , one t o 

¿£r . Sao u r o i i i o o x , t he p r e s i d e n t  o f  t he N a t i o n a l  J .- *. C . L . i Mi s s 

S h i b a t a wa n t s t h i s i n f o r ma t i o n t o be k e p t  a b s o l u t e l y c o n f i d e n t i a l . ) 

S h e wi s v er y r e l u c t a n t  t o t a l * . abo u t  any o f  her  b r o t h e r s ana s i s t e r s 

and a p p a r e n t l y s he r e s e n t s t uem q u i t e a b i t  b ec au s e t ne;v hav e hao 

g r e a t e r  s u c c es s i n l i f e a d j u s t me n t s t han sne h a s . 

Shi mai LO was ev a c u a t ed d i r e c t l y f r om r i v e r s i d e t o r o s t o n r e l o -

c a t i o n c e n t e r  i n .̂ ugus t , 194£ . i 3&e went  t o f o p a z i n ^a r e h , 1S 43 

i n o i d e r  t o «j oi n i .er  mo t her  who d i ed one day a f t e r  h e r  a r r i v a l , 

i i l i ss o h i l a t a t ooi L tv»o f o s t e i  s i s t e r s t o i o p a z wi t h her  and ap p ar -

en t l y s ne xi ad a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  d i f f i c u l t i e s wi t h t hem b ec au s e t hey 

e v e n t u a l l y r e b e l l e d and wen t  o f f  t o mar r y ev en t hou eh t h e j  wer e 

s t i l l  i n t h e i r  t e e n s , ¿..i s s o r j i bat a i s h o l d i n g a c l e r i c a l  j o b i n 

C h i c a g o a t  ¿ 60 a mo nt h ana s he h a s had no o t her  wo r k e x p e r i e n c e s 

e x c e p t  i n i i er  f a t h e r  ' s r e s t a u r a n t  wh i c h she ma n a g e d . s he h a s v er y 

f ew l i f e e x p e c t a t i o n s ana h er  o u t l o o k i s d e f i n i t e l y p e s s i mi s t i c . 

Li zny o f  her  e x p r e s r i o n s ci e t y p i c a l  o f  l a r g e nui uber s o f  N i s e i  a l t h o 

s he was muc h mer e f i mx . i n e x p r e s s i n g h e r s e l f  b e c a u s e she wan t ed t o 

g e t  i t  o f f  o f  her  mi n d . 



¿di ss b i . i uat a i s s ho r t  and r a t h er  heav . . - s et , She l o o k s l i k e an 

o l der  g e n e r a t i o n woman. She s p eak s i n a r a t h e r  h i g h v o i c e and she 

i s v er y s ac ac c as t i c i n h er  c o n s e n t s , ho wev er , s he c an t e n i c e snd 

c o u r t eo u s a f t e r  one get s t o know h e r x . She a p p e a l s t o h av e some 

d i f f i c u l t i e s wi t h h er  e j e s wh i c h axe c o n s t a n t l y r u n n i n g . She men-

t i o n CQ ¿hat  her  h e a l t h was v er y poor  a l t h o she d i d no t  s t a t e t he 

e * a c t  nat u r e o f  her  p h y s i c a l  i l l  h e a l t h . Ther e wa s no a t t emp t  t o 

c o n t r o l  t h i s i n t e r v i e w b ec au s e i vl i ss ¿»hi bat a had f r e q u e n t  o u t b u r t s 

o f  emo t i o ns i n wh i c h she ex p r es s ed h e r  emo t i o n s , ô s t  o f  t he i n t er -

v i ew was d o n e v e r b a t i m wi t ho u t  t he t a k i n g o f  n o t e s . The Wa x y 

e n t r i e s wh i c h f o l l o w axe v e r b a t i m comment s wh i c h she made mf ci eh 

wer e xec o xded j t mi udi at el y a f t e r  l eavi ng-  h e r  ap ar t men t . l i o a t t emp t  

h as t e e n made t o i n c o r p o r a t e t h i s comment  i n t o her  h i s t o r y do c ument  

wh i c h c ommenc es t  f t er  t he I >i ar y en t r y . i t  i s p r o babl y t r ue t l a t  

some o f  t he £ i a r y o b s e r v a t i o n s axe r at her  s u b j e c t i v e i n o p i n i o n and 

i t  c e r t a i n l y i s n o t  s t ±ue i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f  ¿. l as S h i b a t a ' s per s on-

a l i t y wh i c h i s ex t r emel y d i f f i c u l t  t o under s t and a t  b e s t . 



CH- 60 -  3 -

Dec ember  4 . 1 9 4 4 : E a s t  n i g h t  I  pho ned Sh i mak o S h i b a t a and as k ed 

h er  a b o u t  an i n t e r v i e w. She s eemed v e r y w i l l i n g t o c o o p e r a t e . She 

s a i d t h a t  s h e had r ead L o u i s A d a mi c ' s bo o k abo u t  my l i f e and s he 

d i d n ' t  t h i n k t hat  s h e wo u l d ev e r  meet  me f a c e t o f a c e . I  g u es s 

t h a t ' s one c as e wh er e A d a mi c ' s c h a p t e r  c omes i n h a n d y . I ' v e n ev er  

met  Sh i mak o s i n c e Dav e Ok ada was t he one who d i d t he i n i t i a l  wo r k 

f o r  me. He s a i d t h at  s h e l i v e s wi t h £ o t h e r  g i r l s and i t  may be 

d i f f i c u l t  t o t a l k t o her  a l o n e s i n c e t h e r e a r e a number  o f  j J i s ei  

l i v i n g i n t he b u i l d i n g and t h ey k e e p r u n n i g i n and o ut  o f  t he apar t -

men t . Da v e ' s o p i n i o n was t h a t  Sh i mak o was v er y c o o p e r a t i v e , f r a n k , 

i n t e l l i g e n t  and i n t e r e s t i n g , but  s o mewhat  c a u s t i c a t  t i me s . She i s 

s up p o s ed t o be abo ut  ¿0 y e a r s o l d . Hex b r o t h er  i s t h e Dr . H r a d a 

l o c a t e d i n a h o s p i t a l  on t h e Uo r t h î d e wh i l e s he h as a n o t h e r  br o -

t h er  wno i s a d e n t i s t . A t h i r d b r o t h er  i s o v e r s e e s . Sh i mak o wo r k s 

i n an o f f i c e do wnt o wn ana Dav e s a i d t hat  s h e had some r u n - i n s wi t h 

t he C a u c a s i a n g i r l s t h e r e s o t h a t  s he s eems r a t h e r  d i s s a t i s f i e d 

wi t h h e r  j o b and p r o s p e c t s i n Ch i c a g o 

Dec ember  6 , 1 9 4 4 : . . . . B was no t  home when I  a r r i v e d b ec au s e s h e 

had t o go some p l a c e w i t h h er  s c h o o l  f r i e n d s s o I  had t o p r e p a r e my 

d i n n e r  and d e p a r t  h a s t i l y f o r  my i n t e r v i e w wi t h Sh i mak o Sh i  b a t s . 

What  a t i #e I  had o v er  t h< r e, ' Sh e l i v e s o v er  on 6509 B l a c k s t o n e . 

I t ' s a b i g ap a r t men t  L u i l d i n g f u l l  o f  i i i s e i . T he p l a c e h as a pe-

c u l i a r  o do r  t o i t , l i k e mus t y J a p a n e s e f o o d . I  g u es s i t  mus t  be 

t he p i c k l e s o r  s o me t h i n g bec au s e I  a l wa y s n o t i c e t h i s s mel l  when I  

go i n t o a J a p a n e s e ho me. I  t h o u gh t  t h at  t he J Si sei  f e l l o ws i  met  i n 

t he h a l l wa y we r e v er y d i s c o u r t e o u s b e c a u s e t hey r u de l y ans wer ed my 

i n q u i r i e s and r us hed o f f . I t  d i d n ' t  mak e s uc h a f a v o r a b l e i mpr es s -

i o n . l i ear  t he do o r way , t h e r e ' s a l a r g e s i g n a d v e r t i s i n g a U i s e i  



danc e on ¿- mas e r e . "h e n I  go t  up t o S M ma k o ' s r oom, I  was t ak en 

a b a c k when she ac t ed s o r u d e l y . I mmed i a t e l y she bep- an t o wo nder  why 

X had come 10 mi n u t es e a r l i e r  t h an t he ap p o i n t ed t i me, ¿ he had 

n o t  ea t en d i n n er  j e t  s o I  was i n t r o d u c ed t o t he Z y o u n ? p i r l s l i v i n g 

wi t h h e r . One was r a t h er  a t t r a c t i v e b u t  t he o t her  8 wer e a v e r a g e -

a l l  wer e q u i e t . I  r eed t he n a p e r s u n t i l  Sh i mak o was f i n i s h e d wi t h 

d i n n e r . The f i r s t  t h i n ? s he s a i d wa s , "Why a r e n ' t  y ou i n t he Ar my? 

My bi  o t h e r  i s g i v i n g h i s bood o v er  i n F r anc e and you - Ni sei  ar e B i t * 

t i n g h er e on y our  f a t  f a n n i e s and mak i n g mo ney . J tk.t  a l l  t he N i s e i  

bo y s s h o u l d be i n t h e Ar my . P r e s i d e n t  r . o o s r v e l t  and a l l  t ho s e a v e r -

ment  o f f i c i a l s s ho u l d be r i g h t  un i n t he f r o nt  l i n e , ¿ hey s houl d put  

t ho s e s l i my ¿ ews t h e r e un u n t i l  t hey r- et  s i c k o f  war  *nd st or > I t . " 

I  d o n ' t  know why s he made s uc h a. d i r e c t  f r o n t a l  a t t ac k on me but  

I  t o o k t i me t o e x p l a i n my own d r a f t  s t a t u s . Sh i mak o t hen went  on t o 

add t hat  i t  was a b s o l u t e l y s i l l y f o r  any o ne t o f i g h t  a war  b ec a u s e 

i t  d i d n ' t  g a i n a n y t h i n g . "Do y o u t h i n k t h a t  t h o s e - Ni sei  f e l l o ws a r e 

g o i n g t o h av e i t  an y e a s i e r  a f t e r  t hey come b a c k f r o m t he War ? No ne 

o f  t hem ey n ec t  t o come bac k . - They a r e a l l  f a t a l i s t s an* I  r »on't  

b l ame t h em. "ha t  t hey t hey t o come *back.  t o ? i jPhey c an wa l k ar ound 

t h e s t r e e t  wa- i ne-  t h e i r  l i t t l e Amer i c an f l a e s and p o i n t i n g o ut  t o 

t h ems e l v es t h a t  t hey a r e l o y a l  A me r i c a n s , b u t  t hat  i s n ' t  go i n g t o 

mak e any br ead and b u t t e r  f o r  t h e m. " T h i s was i n d i r e c t  c o n t r a d i c t -

i on t o what  s he had s a i d a f ew mi n u t es e a r l i e r . 

Sh i mak o i s 35 y e a r s o l d , r a t h e r  st oui f l t  *nd t h e r e i s a c o n s t an t  

f r o wn on her  f a c e , b e f o r e t he e v e n i n g wa s ov er  ± f o und o ut  how 

b i t t e r  and f r u s t r a t e d she r e a l l y i s . She i s s o * d i s i l l u s i o n e d *nd 

o y n i c a l  abo u t  e v e r y t h i n g . I  t h i n k s he h a t e s a n y t h i n g and ev er y bo dy 

who e n j o y s l i f e , A t y n i c a l  o l d mai d c h a r a c t e r i s t i c . I  f e l t  v e r y 

s o r r y f o r  h er  b e c a u s e her  t h i n k i n g wa s do d i s t o r t e d and t wi s t e d . 



T h e r e a r e 8 l o t  o f  o l d e r  e- i  r l s who h a v e been a b l e t o make a d j u s t me n t s 

b e c a u s e t hey d o n ' t  f e e l  s o r r y f o r  t h e ms e l v e s . Sh i mak o was f u l l  o f  

" s o u r  p r a p e s " a l l  e v e n i n g , ¿ h e h as a v er s s h ar p t onp- ue and s he was 

t hr owi ng-  i n s u l t s l e f t  and r i g h t . I  t ook i t  a s l o n g a s I  c o u l d and 

t hen my t e mp e r a t u r e began t o r i s e as 1 f o r g o t  abo u t  my s c i e n t i f i c 

q u e s t . I  t h r ew bac k i n s u l t s a t  h er  as s he d i s h ed t hem o u t , b u t  I  

s o o n f o u n d o ut  t hat  s he c o u l d no t  t a k e i t . h*=n 1 s a w t h a t  she was 

# 

r eady t o t a l k mo r e s e n s i b l y , ± began t o us e a d i f f e r e n t  t e c h n i q u e o f  

f a l t t e r i n g h e r  epo and t h i s had v er y sood r e s u l t ? . 

I  b e g a n t o t h i n k t o my s e l f  t h a t  i t  was s uc h a o i t y t h a t  s uc h a 

>er son c o u l d be eo b i t t e r . I  t r i e d t o p- e't  her  t o t a l k t h i n g s out  

and she gus hed f o r t h a l l  o f  her  l i k e s and d i s l i k e s , mee t l y d i s l i k e s , 

f o r  t he n ex t  2 o r  A h o u r s . I  d i d n f t  s t a r t  t h * f o r mal  i n t e r v i e w a t  

a l l  b e c a u s e I  wan t ed t o f r et  a l i t t l e x b e t t e r  a c q u a i n t e d wi t h h e r . 

When I  l e f t  t h e r e abo ut  11 o ' c l o c k , s he as k ed me t o come b ĉ k t o-

mor r ow ni «*ht  so I  c o u l d s t a r t  t h e f o r mal  i n t e r v i e w. I  p- o t  t he i m-

p r e s s i o n t h a t  Sh i mak o j u s t  a c t s h a r d - bo i l ed i n o r der  t o c o v er  uo her  

r e a l  f e e l i n g s . ¿'he o t h er  g i r l s i n t he r oom hav e b o y s v i s i t i n g t hem 

ev er y n i g h t  and t he o n l y "ay t hat  Sh i mak o c ^n g e t  a t t e n t i o n i s t o 

r i d i c u l e t h es e f e l l o ws and £ et  t hem s c ar ed o f  h e r , A o p a r e n t l y s he 

h a s been u s i n g t h i s t a c t i c f o r  q u i t e a wh i l e b u t  i  g av e i t  r i  gh t  bac *. 

t o h er  s o t h a t  s h e was muc h mo r e n l e ^s ^n t  by t h e end o f  t h e e v e n i n g . 

I n man}, way s i t  w i l l  be d i f f i c u l t  t o i n t e r v i e w h e r  b e c a u s e s he i s 

p e r p e t u a l l y on t he d e f  n a i v e but  ± t h i n k t h a t  i t  mi gh t  p r o v e i n t e r -

e s t i n g t o c a r r y i t  t h r o u g h b e c a u s e her  s e n t i me n t  a r e t y p i c a l  o f  s o 

many o f  t h e y o u n r e r  ^i s e i  ^ o c anno t  g i v e e x p r e s s i o n t o i t  as we l l  

s she c an . A l l  I  h r v e t o ô i s t o r ema i n t o u gh - s k i n n ed and no t  l e t  

any o f  h e r  i n s u l t i n g r emar k s b o t h e r  me, ĥ e was ev en g o i n  ̂ t o c h a s e 

some bo y s out  o f  t h e r oom on t he sec ond f l f t or  s o t h a t  T c an i r t e r v i e w 
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h er  i n p r i v a c y , b e l l o ws wer e c o mi np i n and out  a l l  ev en i n g so t hat  

I  d i d not  wi s h 10 k eep any n o t e s a t  a l l  on our  c o n v e r s a t i o n . One 

f e l l o w, J o h n n i e r emar k ed t hat  he was r oi ni ? l ac k t o camp 3ns t  s s s oon 

as t he Afl i as ¿ Ve n i s e i  danc e was o ê r  and he ar r anged f or  a dat e wi t h 

one o f  t he g i r l s t h e r e . He s M d t h a t  i t  wae t oo c o l d t o spend t he 

wi n t e r  i n <- hi car o. ¿'he f e l l o ws who 6' ame i n wer e o r d i nar y wo r k er s and 

t h e : WP K no t  v er y n o t i c e a b l e so t hey made no i mp r es s i o n on me. 

Sh i ms k o s p eak s i n a r a t her  nas t y and d e v a s t a t i n g t o ne o f  v o i c e 

bu t  s he c an s peak i r  a mi l d manner  as 1 l a t e r  f o und c o t . I  d i d n ' t  

t r y to ar p- ue wi t h her  on a n y t h i n g at  a l l . °h e c ondemns any p er s o n 

who has t he a t t i t u d e t h a t  t he wor l d owes t hem a l i v i n g , but  s he has 

ex ac t l y t he âme a t t i t u d e h e r s e l f , s uppo s e you ar e i nv i t ed o ut  

t o a n i c e C a u c a s i a n home and you ea t  o f f  c l e n̂ t a b l e c l o t h s , we l l  

d o n ' t  expec t  a n y t h i n g l i k e t h a t  h e r e . "e l i ^e i n a dump and we ea t  

J ap food- . 'tie ar e â p a and I  d o n ' t  c a r e k u mwh o k no ws i t . 1 under -

s t and t hat  y ou d o n ' t  l i k e J ap an es e t h i n g s . - Vei l , you h a v e n ' t  p- rown 

up y e t . «a i t  t i l l  y o u wor k a c o u p l e o f  mor e y ea r s and t hen y o u ' r e 

<*oi n  ̂ t o 3?ear n f o r  t he p r o t e c t i o n o f  a J ap an es e c o mmuni t y , b ec a u s e 

t he h a k u j i n c e r t a i n l y wo n ' t  hel p y ou out  a n y . " 

I  i mmed i a t e l y began t o appr o ac h her  i n a d i f f e r e n t  way by agr ee-

i n ? wi t h he* most  b i t t e r e s t  and ac i d e com t ent s bu t  s t i l l  t hey came 

o u t . ĥe d o e s n ' t  r e a l i z e t hat  she i s a Suf f er i np-  her o and she i s 

f u l l  O-P s e l f - p i t y , "L o o k at  my c l o t h e s . J Lou t h i nk t h i s i s a new 

s v i t r  d e l l , I ' v e had t h i s s u i t  f o r  10 y e a r s now and I  c a n ' t  s queez e 

any money o u t  o f  my $8 0 a mont h s al ar y t o buy any new c l o t h e s . I t ' s 

a d a i l y b a t t l e f o r  e x i s t e n c e . L o o k a t  my c l a s s e s . ¿hey wer e g i v e n 

t o me by a Ca u c a s i a n f r i e n d b ec au s e I  c o u l d n ' t  a f f o r d t hem my s e l f . 

Do n ' t  y o u t h i n k I  hav e p r i d e ? i  d o n ' t  (f ar e i f  I  d i e t or aor  Ow. The 

o n l y r eado n I  d o n ' t  c ommi t  s u i c i d e i s t h t̂  I ' m t oo muc h o f  a cowar d 



t o t ak e my l i f e . I  d o n ' t  c a r e f o r  a n y b o d y but  I  wo u l d n ' t  l i f t  my 

f i np- er  t o h e l p a n y b o d y . I ' m a l l  a l o n e i n t he ô r l d b e c a u s e I  d o n ' t  

c a r e abo u t  my b r o t h er  a t  a l l . Ay f a t h e r  d i ed i n c amp. You. k no w wh et  

t he d i r t y «'KA d i d t o h i m? He had t o hav e a s p e c i a l  d i e t  and t h ey 

wo u l d n ' t  e v e n r i v e h i m o r a n g e s . I  had t o r end o u t  f o r  or anp- es and 

pay f o r  t hem o u t  o f  my mea s l y J 16 a mont h s a l a r y . «h a t  do t hey ex-

p e c t  De o n l e i n c amp t o do wi t h t hat  l i mi t e d s a l a r y ? T hey s ho u l d 

p r o v i d e e v e r y t h i n g an  ̂ ± c e r t a i n l y l e t  t hem k no w t hat  ± wa s n ' t  o- oi ng 

t o be pus hed ar o und wh en I  was i n c amp . I  h a t ed t he s u p e r i o r  a t t i -

t ude t hey t r i e d t o p u t  o n , a s i f  t hey we r e eny b e t t e r  t han we we r e . 

" T h a t  'VRA i s t he b i o ^e s t  mi s t a k e t h i s go v er nment  e ê r  ma d f . I t  

h a s n ' t  do ne one s i n g l e r*ood t h i n  ̂ f o r  t he p e o p l e i n c amp. T o o k a t  

ho w t h ey p u s h ed us o u t  o f  canr n? I  c r̂ ae o u t  b e c a u s e t h e r e w a s n ' t  any -

t h i n g e l s e f o r  me t o do . I  h «d no o ne l e f t  i n camo and I  had t o :;.ake 

my own way . >̂ur  e, x want ed t o wa l k on c i t y s t r e e t s end a l l  t h a t  

s t u f f , bu t  i  d i n n ' t  know how i t  was c o l n r  t o be o ut  h e r e . T he <«BA 

d i d n ' t  t e l l  me t h a t  �>� wo u l d h a v e t o t r ama t h e s t r e e t  and l o o k f o r  a 

j o b . I ' v e n ev er  do ne t h a t  b e f o r e i n my l i f e . I f  y ou r o down t o t he 

�YEA o f f i c e no w, t hey j u s t  s n e t̂  at  y o u *nd t e l l  you t h «t  you a r e on 

y o ur  own. a o w c a n I  s av e up any money f o r  i l l n e s s e s when I  t /ar el y 

e x i s t ? 

, " :hy s ho u l d x be h p̂ n y ebo u t  f cei n<? r e s e t t l e d ? Do y o u t h i n k t h at  

I  am a f r e e Amer i c a ' c i t i z e n br e t̂ h i nr -  t he a i r  o f  f ^e e d o ,̂ e q u a l i t y 

and j u s t i c e ? ¿'hat  ' s a l o t  o f  n o n s e n s e . I ' l l  t e l l  y o u ho w i t  i s . 

I t ' s drap- pi np-  y o u r s e l f  o ut  o f  bed a t  7 : 0 0 o ' c l o c k i n t he mo r n i n g and 

r u s h i n p down t o a mo no t o no us j o b and s l e ^i n r  away f o r  t h a t  $8 0 t h a t  

we h e v e t o k eep our  t o d i e s and s o u l s t o g e t h e r . We come b a c k t o our  

c r o wded apar t ment  b e c a u s e t h e h a k u j i n wo n ' t  r e n t  us b e t t e r  n l a c e s t o 

l i v e i n . We s t a y c ooped up h e r e and l i v e <*rom day t o da*, . I  h av e no 



e x p e c t a t i o n s out  o f  l i f e at  a l l . I ' l l  p r o babl y be o ne o f  t ho s e o l d 

women who has s ao p f o l l o wi n g h er  end I ' l l  end up by l i v i n g i n a t wo 

by f o ur  r o o m. On t h e way home I ' l l  p i c k uo pome mu f f i n ? end eat  

t h em a l l  by my s e l f , f t  T h a t ' s a l l  I  h av e t o l o o k f o r war d t o . Why-

s h o u l d I  be happy and f u l l  o f  i d e a l s ? <Y o u c an ?.e v e r y s mup and con-

t en t ed bec aus e y o u h av e a f u l l  s t o mac h and a wh i t e c o l l a r  j o b . > I  

d o n ' t  ev en h a v e an y p r o s n e c t s o f  s e c u r i t y s-  why s ho u l d 1 c * r e i f  I  

d i e ? No bo dy w i l l  mi s s me an y way . I ' h e y M l  p r o b a b l y b l ad t o pet  r i d 

o f  me b e c a u s e I  hav e s u c h a n a s t y t emo er . ¿>ut  d o n ' t  t h i n k t h a t  t he 

o t her  J a p a n e s e i n o ur  h o u s e d o n ' t  B f ee l  t he same wa> I  d o . j  Y ou 

c a n ' t  b l ame t h es e y o u n g e r  S i s e l  f o r  p o i n p w i l d . I  d o n ' t  c a r p i f  t hey 

pet  i n t o t r o u b l e and I  wo u l d n ' t  h e l p t hem e- ên i f  t hey d i d . I t ' s 

t h e i r  b u s i n e s s , n o t  mi n e . I  admi t  t h a t  I  am n o t  a v e r y s o c i  al - st i nd ed 

p e r s o n I  was beh i nd t he do o r  wh en God handed o u t  t he r ood l o o k s and 

b r a i n . 

|  " T h a t  j o b o f  mi n e i s p r a c t i c a l l y d r i v i n g me c r a z y . I ' v e r one 

ar o und and t r i e d d i f f e r e n t  j o bs b u t  o ne i s as pood as a n o t h e r . They 

wo n ' t  t ak e y o u on y o u r  me r i t s . I f  t hey s e e t h a t  y ou h av e a J a p a n e s e 

f a c e you wi l l  p e t  o f f e r e d a c e r t a i n k i n d o f  j o b . P r e t t y s o o n y o u 

get  us ed t o t h at  and y o u d o n ' t  c a r e any mo r e . You hav e t o wo r k i n 

o r der  t o l i v e but  y ou d o n ' t  l i k e i t . T h a t ' s why I  s t a y i n my j o b as 

a s h i p p i n g c l e r k . I  d o n ' t  p e t  a l o n p wi t h t h e p e o p l e down t h e r e be-

c au s e 1 s p e a k my mi n d . * e r e I  ? 5 y e a r s o l d , a l mo s t  40 , and I  

h a v e n ' t  any t r a i n i n g i n any t h i n * s p e c i a l . I  r an my own r e s t a u r a n t  

«b o u t  60 mi l e s f r om L o s ¿ n p e l e s , i n R i v e r s i d e , ^a l i f o r  i a and i t ' s 

har d p e t t i n p us ed t o t a k i n p o r d e r s . I  us ed t o p i v e o i l  o f  t h e o r d e r s . 

We had mo s t l y Me x i c a n s and Ne p r o e s c o mi np t o our  r e s t a u r a n t  end y o u 

had t o a c t  t o uph s o t hey wo u l d n ' t  p e t  any i d e a s . The Ne p r o e s wer e 

a l l o wed o n l y i n o ne o t her  r e s t a u r a n t  i n t o wn . Do y ou t h i n k t h a t  t hg, 



b e l i v e i n demo c r ac y ? l >o n' t  f oe f u n n y . 1 t h i n k t hat  t he Ne g r o e s s xe 

h i g h e r  c l a s s t h a n t ho s e d i r t y , s l i my **ews t h o u g h , l o w d o n ' t  t e l l  me 

t h a t  x am o f  a mi n o r i t y t o o . I ' m p r e j u d i c e d a g a i n s t  t h e J ews and I  

d o n ' t  c e r e who k no ws i t . I  h a v e n ' t  any i d e a l s at  a l l . ĥ e o n l y 

t hi ns? I  do t e l i e v e i n i s God but  I  h a v e n ' t  b e e n t o eh u r eb f o r  f i v e 

week s s o may be 1 a i n ' t  so r - l i p- i ons a n y mo r e , ê l i p - i on i s t he o n l y 

t M n ? t h a t  any o ne wi t h a f a c e c a n depend o n , - But  I  b e t  t h a t  

ev en ô d i gh t  t r y t o keet > y o u out  o f  h e a v e n i f  y o u hav e a. y e l l o w 

f - ~ce. I  d o n ' t  mean t h a t  i s b l as p h emy a t  a l l  b e c a u s e r e l i g i o n i s t he 

o n l y t h i n g i n my l i f e t h a t  A h o l d s a c r e d , A d o n ' t  c a r e f o r  a n y t h i n g 

e l s e . - The #i s e i  do n o t  h av e muc h o f  a c h a n c e and t bey mi g h t  as we l l  

r e a l i z e i t  i n s t ea d o f  d r e a mi n g , T hey s ay t h a t  l i v i n g i n p o v er t y i s 

a J o y o us a d v e n t u r e , b u t  t hat  mak es me l a u g h . I t ' s a gr i m e x p e r i e n c e 

and y o u hs v e t o f i g h t  t o o t h an* n a i l  t o h a n * o n . Onc e i n a wh i l e a 

l i t t l e r a y o f  s u n s h i n e c omes t h r o u gh t o b r i g h t e n up y o u r  l i f e , but  

mo s t  o f  t he t i me t h i s b u s i n e s s o f  l i v i n g i s a n a s t y a f f a i r  and I  

d o n ' t  s ee why we ô o n . 

" T h e Hi  Be i  c e r t a i n l y a r e n o t  g o i n g t o f i n d t he g o i n g any e a s i e r  
�̂ 

a f t e r  t h e s hoo t i n ? i s a l l  o v e r . T h e r e ' l l  be o l e n t y o f  j o b d i s c r i mi -

n a t i o n a g a i n s t  t hem. A p e r s o n c an get  b a t t e l  i n t he f a c e j u s t  s o 

c any t i mes gnd t hen t hey w i l l  p- et  w i s e . Why s h o u l d n ' t  t he U i s e i  be 

p e s s i mi s t i c now? i  t h i n k t hey a r e b e i n g r e a l i s t i c , ĥ ey k now what  

t he s c o r e i s . J  I t ' s gu y s l i k e ?;ou wi t h y o u r  s c i e n t i f i c i d e a l i s m who 

go ar o und and t r y t o g i v e u s common p e o p l e t h e u p l i g h t  t r e a t me n t . 

We l l , d o n ' t  t r y t h a t  s t i f f  on me . I  k now what  I ' m l i k e and I ' m no t  

as hamed o f  i t . A 'he o n l y pood v i r t u e I  h av e l e f t  i s b e i n g h o n e s t . 

On c e x I  went  t o a p o s t o f f i c e o u t  b e r e and t he c l e r k pave me 1 0 c en t s 

t o o much i n c h a n g e . I  t ho ugh t  t h a t  i f  any C a u c a s i a n p e r s o n we r e t h a t  

dumb i t  s e r v ed h i m r i g h t . But  when I  g o t  h « l f  way down t he s t r e e t  my 



c o n s c i e n c e L o t h ex ed me s o I  we n t  b a c k ar id s a v e M m h i s f i l t h y d i me . 

I t ' s u s u a l l y no t  u s e t o h e l p a n y o n e , I  u s ed t o p i v e s l o t  o f  

h a n d o u t s a t  " ur  r e s t a u r a n t  t o do wn- and- o u t er s h u t  t h ey ac t ed as i f  

i  ow d i t  t o t hem. 

" I ' v e n ev er  had any e d u c a t i o n and I ' m dumb. t h a t ' s why I  d o n ' t  

h a v e any f o o l i s h d r eams f o r  t he f u t u r e s y s s u n s h i n e wh i c h * ' i l l  come 

i n t o oux l i v e s and mak e i t  p e r f e c t . I  wo r k ed f o r  £ 0 y e a r s i n a r es -

t a u r a n t . My f a t h e r  us ed t o own i t  b u t   ̂ t o o k i t  o v er  * f t e r  he <?ot  

s i c k . nev er  had t oo muc h f a mi l y l i f e as we had t o eat  c ur  mea l s 

i n s h i f t s i n t he r e s t a u r a n t . E v e r y bo dy ho ped o ut  b u t  we d i d n ' t  <*et  

a l o n r  t o o we l l  t oe- et her . T h e r e a r e 6 o f  us i n t he f a mi l y . % br o -

t h e r s we n t  o f f  t o c o l l e g e and my f a t h e r  h e l p ed p u t  t hem t h r o u g h so 

t hat  one i s a d o c t o r  and a n o t h e r  one a d e n t i s t . V m no t  p r o v d 

o f  t h a t  a t  a l l  b e c a u s e t hey mean n o t h i n g t o me. My o t h e r  b r o t h e r  

p r a c t i c e d me d i c i n e i n £>an F r a n c i s c o and Sac r amen t o f o r  a t o u t  17 

y e a r s . My y o u n g e s t  b r o t h er  was a l a b t e c h n i c i a n at  Mt . S i n a i  h o s p i -

t a l  b e f o i e he go t  d r a f t e d . CBo u i s e s a i d t hat  a l i s t e r  o f  h r s i s 

ma r r i ed t o a a t u r o &i d o t  t h e n a t i o n a l  n r es i r i en t  o f  t he -J  AC I . ) Sv er y -

t h i n c I ' v e P- ot  i n l i f e I ' v e had t o s t r u e l̂ e f o r  i t . T h a t ' s why I ' m 

J a p a n es y a nd ± d o n ' t  c a r e . I f  t hey s ay t h a t  we a r e t h a t  way , t h en 

l e t  t hem t h i n k so and whj  no t  ac t  t h a t  way ? I t ' s a p a r t  o f  our  b l o o d 

a n y wa y . 

was i n ^o s t o n d u r i n g t hat  t i me when t hey had t hat  bi o-  s t r i k e 

up t h e r e and bo y , d i d we p u t  on a s h o w. We p l ay ed J a p a n e s e r e c o r d s 

and n a t i o n a l i s t i c mar c h es t hat  * had n ev e r  hear d o f  b e f o r e . But  I  

c o u l d n ' t  s t ay i n camp l i f e a l l  t he t i me and t h a t ' s why I  l e f t . I  

c a n ' t  mak e a l i v i np-  o u t  h e r e e i t h e r . "You come bac k t o mo r r o w n i ^h t  

and I ' l l  l e t  ¿ o u i n t e r v i e w me- and a s k a l l  k i n d s o f  q u e s t i o n s . 1811 

t e l l  y o u t h e t r u t h b e c a u s e ± h av e n o t h i n r  t o h i d e . " 



P hew. ' Wh a t  an i n t e r v i e w t h a t  was .» 1 t h i n k t h a t  Sh i mak o b l a s t e d 

o u t  mo s t  o f  t h e b i t t e r  j u i c e f r o m l e r  s y s t e m so t h a t  she may b e muc h 

c a l mer  t o mo r r o w eh n I  PO t o s ee h e r . A'hat  1 h a v e t o SRO t h r r u p h f o r  

s c i e n c e . 1 ° h e s a i d t h a t  1 was s t u p i d , c o mp l a c e n t , smup- , c l̂ : , f a t , 

s e l f i s h , a d r e a me r , and a s noor >er .  ̂ u t  she d o e s n ' t  mi nd me b e c a u s e 

I  t a l k bac k t o h e r . &he wa s ^e r y f r i e n d l y when I  l e f t  «nd ahe anx -

i o u s l y a s k e d i f  I  had p o t t en so d i s g u s t e d t h a t  1 wo u l d n ' t  come b a c k . 

I  t o l d h e r  t h a t  i-  wo u l d be bac k and t h a t  ± wo u l d l i s t e n t o some mo r e 

o f  h er  b l o w i n ? - o f f  but  A f e l t  t hat  s he s h o u l d no t  be s o c y n i c a l  abo u t  

e v e r y t h i n g A t ' s t o o bad t h a t  any p e r s o n h a s t o h av e s u c h a t emper a-

me n t . b h e i s J u s t  ma k i n g her  own l i f e mo r e mi s e r a b l e and I  d o n ' t  

k n o w q u i t e ho w t o p- et  h er  t o v i e " ' t hi np- s i n a mo r e n o s i t We way wi t h 

a h e a l t h i e r  f r ame o f  mi n d . I  d o n ' t  mi nd h<=r  b e ! i t t l i no -  me i f  i t  

p- i ves h e r  any s a t i s f a c t i o n b e c a u s e I  k no w t h a t  a ê t i l e s * t o o C t  

t oup- h and p r u f f  b e c a a s e s h e i s no t  s e c u r e h e r s e l f  and s he i s a f r a i d 

o f  t h e p o s s i b i l i t y f o r  t h e f u t u r e . She i s wr a p p ed up t oo muc h i n 

h e r  p e r s o n a l  f r u s t r a t i o n s and so b i t t e r  t h a t  i t  c omes o u t  a l l  o v er  

h er  h k k and h e r  ev e r y a c t i o n s i n d i c a t e t h i s . I  t h i n k t h a t  u n d e r n e a t h 

s h e h a s a h e a r t  and p r o b a b l y s h e c o u l d be v e r y human and n i c e i f  s he 

wer e a b l e t o d e t a c h h e r s e l f  f r o m her  mi x ed e mo t i o n s . 

I t  TO n ' t  be a p l e a s a n t  i n t e r v i e w at  a l l  bu t  I  wa n t  t o PO t h r o u g h 

wi t h i t  b ec au s e s he t y p i f i e s t he b i t t e r  J Si sei  and she d o e s n ' t  t r y t o 

h i d e t h i s f a c t . I ' l l  p r o b a b l y p- et  a much b e t t e r  i mp r e s s i o n o f  h er  

and u n d e r s t a n d h e r  p r e s e n t  men t a l  c o mp l e x e s wh en phe t e l l s me h er  

l i f e s t o r y . ^11 o f  t h i s t o n i g h t  - as j u s t  a p r e l i  i n a r y i n t r o d u c t i o n 

o f  f r et t i no-  a c q u a i n t e d a s f r i e n d s , ¿ h a t ' s t h e way s h e p u t  i t  a n y w a y . . . 
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Dec ember  7. I S 4 : T h i s e v e n i n g x went  o v er  t c i n t e r v i e w Sh i mak o and 

I  f i n i s h e d '«he e n t i r e c a s e do c ument  up a f t e r  6 h o u r s o f  d i s c u s s i o n . 

i  s up p o s e A c o u l d hav e g o t t en an o t h er  i n t e r v i e w and ex t en ded t he c a s e 

b u t  1 do u b t  i f  1 c o u l d ev er  p r o b e i n t o her  r e a l  f e e l i n g s i n her  p as t  

l i f e . When I  go t  o v er  t h er e S h L . a k o came o u t  v e r y h e l l  i g e r e n t l y and 

s a i d , " We l l , l e t ' s r o down and get  t he i n t e r v i e w o v er  w i t h . I ' v e 

go t  a t e r r i o l e h e a d k e h i e . " I  t o l d h e r  t hat  x c o u l d come bac k some 

o t h e i  t i me but  she s a i d t hat  she wan t ed t o h a v e t h e i n t e r v i e w t h i s 

e v e n i n g . I  had p l a n n ed on d o i n  ̂ at  l e a s t  2 i n t e r v i e ws wi t h her  b u t  

hex a t t i t u d e i n d i c a t e d t hat  t h i s woul d n o t  be a d v i s a b l e . I ± t h i n k 

t hat  i f  * a s k ed her  t oo man}? q u e s t i o n s s he ni ght  get  t o r ep en t  i t  

and t hen t h i s mi p h t  be a h a n d i c a p i f  1 ev er  a t t emp t ed t o i n t e r v i e w 

a n o t h e r  p e r s o n i n hex k c i r c l e . Sh i mak o t ook me do wn t o a s ec o nd 

f l o o r  r oom wher e some b o j s l i v e and she c has ed t hem o u t  so t hat  we 

wer e i n t her e mos t  o f  t h e e v e n i n g , ¿ he h as a h a b i t  o f  t a k i n g her  

g l a s s e s o f f  ana p r e s s i n g h e r  e y e s , ĥ e men t i o n ed t h at  s he has had a 

g r ea t  d ea l  o f  d i f f i c u l t y wi t h her  h e a l t h so t h a t  s he was q u i t e wo r -

r i e a a b o u t  what  mi g h t  h ap p en to her  i n t he ev ent  t hat  she bec ame i l l . 

Sh e h a s been t a k i n some s o r t  o f  me d i c i n e . 

A f t e r  we s t ar t f c A t a l k i n g a b i t , Sh i mak o c al med down q u i t e s l o t  

and she h a i n ' t  n ea r l y a s b e l l i g e r e n t  as l i s t  n i r h t . h o wev er , s he 

s t i l l  had an ex t r eme a t t i t u d e o f  b i t t e r n e s s . When she t o l d me abo u t  

t he o r p h an g i r l  t h t t  s he t o o k c a j e o f  i n c amp, x b e g a n t o under -

s t and some o f  her  c o n i c a l  a t t i t u d e . I t  a p p e a r s t hat  S h i ma k o ' s f ami l y 

t o o k a ô u n g bo y and he bec ame t h e f o s t e r  b r o t h e r . was r o b l o o d 

r e l a t i v e . T h i s bo> i s now i n t he Ar my . A f e w mo nt hs b e f o r e t he out -

b r eak o f  t he war , t he b o y ' s t wo s i s t e r s c ame b ĉ k f r om J ap an an  ̂ t hey 

wer e ev a c u a t ed wi t h Sh i mak o and her  b r o t h e r , **he i  me d i a t e l y b e r a n 

t o h av e g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y wi t h t hem. ' T h e g i r l s wer e 16 and 18 a t  t h e 
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t i me . T hey r a n a r o und w i t h f e l l o ws q u i t e a b i t  and Sh i ma k o c o u l d 

n o t  c o n t r o l  t hem a t  a l l . &he f e l t  t hat  t he g i r l s we r e t o o demand-

i n g . Sh e wa n t e d t o b r i n g t hem o u t  t o r e s e t t l e wi t h h e r  bu t  t h e 

j  i r i s f i n a l l y r a n o f f  and ma r r i e d some f e l l o w s * . Sh i ma k o d i d n ' t  

k no w i f  i t  wa s e n t i r e l y && h e r  own f a i l i n g b u t  s h e was c r i t i c i z e d 

e n t i i e l y and s he s a i d t h a t  h e r  f a mi l y name was hui  t  b e c a u s e o f  t he 

a c t i o n s o f  t h e s e g i r l s , h e r  l i f e i n camp was f u r t h e i  c o mp l i c a t e d 

b e c a u s e o f  s e p a r a t i o n f r o m h e r  p a r e n t s . I ûe t o t he i l l - h e a l t h o f  

t h e f a t h e r  and mo t h e r , i t  wa s d e c i d e d t o l e t  t hem go wi t h t he o l d-

e s t  b r o t h e r  who wa s p r a c t i c i n g me a i d i n e i n ¿ a c r a me n t o . ¿>rom t h er e 

t hey we n t  t o T u l e , ana l a t e r  t r a n s f e r r e d t o t he i ?opaz c e n t e r . I n 

t h e mea n t i me Sh i ma k o and h e r  y o u n g b r o t h e r  and s i s t e r  we n t  on t o 

P o s t o n w i t h t he f o s t e r  b r o t h e r , Shi mai i O f e l t  t hat  t h i s was a g r e a t  

mi s t a k e ana f r a n t i c e f f o r t s we r e made t o r e j o i n t h e f a mi l y . I n 

Ma r c h , 1 9 4 5 , t h i s was a c c o mp l i s h e d bu t  S h i ma k o ' s mo t h e r  d i e d one 

d a y a f t e r  s he a r r i v e d a t  i o p a z t o J o i n h e r . E e r  f a t h e r  bec ame com-

p l e t e l y p a r a l y z e d and he d i e d t he f o l l o w i n g J a n u a r y , ¿'he t wo 

f o s t e r  s i s t e r s g o t  ma r r i e d s o t h a t  Shi maK.o and h e r  b r o t h e r  we r e 

l e f t  a l o n e , Sh i ma k o was a l s o h a v i n g t r o u b l e w i t h t he I s s e i  i n h e r  

b l o c k , t h e we l f a r e d e p a i t me n t  and some o f  t h e a d mi n i s t r a t i v e per -

s o n n e l  du e t o h e r  u n p l e a s a n t  d i s p o s i t i o n . 3 h e f i n a l l y caxue o u t  

t o C h i c a g o w i t h h e r  b r o t h e r  i n ¿¿¿ay, ana a. s h o r t  t i me l a t e r  

t h i s b r o t h e r  was i n d u c t e d a n a t h i s l t =f t  h e r  a l o n e i n t h e VI /or l d so 

i t  e x p l a i n s p a r t l y h e r  e x t r e me b i t t e r n e s s a b o u t  e v e r y t h i n g . She 

h a s no t  been a b l e t o ma k e s a t i s f a c t o r y a d j u s t me n t s t o l i f e o ut  h e r e . 

Sh i mak o f e e l s t h a t  s he d o e s n ' t  eel onp-  t o a n y t h i n g s o t hat  s h e 

h a s no a t t i t u d e s a t  a l l  a b o u t  t h e wa r  ex c ep t  t h a t  i i er  b r o t h e r s a r e 

i n v o l v e d . She d o e s n ' t  c aBe who wi n s t he war  a n d s he d o e s n ' t  t h i ni L 

i t  w i l l  mak e any d i f f e r e n c e i n h e r  l i f e . At  t he s ame t i me s h e h a s 



no p a r t i c u l a r  f o n d n e s s f o r  J a p a n a l t h o t he J a p a n e s e go v er nment  

h a s n ' t  " p e r s e c u t e d 1 i i er  as muc h a s t he A mer i c an go v er n men t . Sh e 

d o e s n ' t  t h i n k t h a t  s h e w i l l  ev er  oe ac c ep t ed as an A me r i c a n . She 

l o o k s a t  h e r  p o s i t i o n l i k e t h i s : " i f  j  r emai n i n A mer i c a I ' l l  b e 

an A mer i c a n wi t h a J a p a n e s e f a c e . I f  1 go t o J ap an I ' l l  h a v e s 

J a p a n e s e f a c e l i k e a l l  t he r e s t  o f  t he p eo p l e out  I ' l l  hav e c e r t a i n 

A met i ean i d e a s , E i t h e r  way I ' d he i n f o r  a h a r d t i me and I  gu es s I  

wo u l d h a v e mo r e c h an c e i n A me r i c a b e c a u s e t h e p o s i t i o n o f  women i n 

J ap an i s n o t h i n g , I  gues s t h a t  i s my o n l y s t ak e i n t he war  but  I  

d o n ' t  b e l i e v e i n a l l  t h a t  c r u s t  abo ut  demo c r ac y wh i c h t hey t a l k 

a b o u t . So met i mes 1 f e e l  l i k e wa l k i n g do wn t h e s t r e e t  w i t h a l i t t l e 

J a p a n e s e f l a g ana wa v i n g i t  a r o u n d b e c a u s e t he,/ t h i n k o f  me as a 

J ap r e g a r a l e s e o f  what  ± a o . I t  d o e s n ' t  mak e any d i f f e r e n c e i f  1 

s u p p o r t ed t he war  e f f o r t  o r  n o t . " 

Sh i mak o had a g i e a t  d e a l  o f  o f f - t h e - r ec o r d t h i np s t o s ay abo u t  

t h e J  A CL . »̂ he s t a t e d t h at  h e r  s i s t e r  wa s ma r r i ed t o S a b u r o X i d o , 

t he px&E&J Si  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t he o r g a n i z a t i o n , ĥ e J ACL s eems t o be 

a b o u t  ohe o n l y t n i n g t hat  s h e h a s an y c o n s t r u c t i v e t h i n g s t o say 

a b o u t  ev en t ho ugh s he i s no t  a member . i t ' s a mat t er  o f  u p h o l d i n g 

t he f ami l y p i e s t i g e . "h e s a i d t hat  many p eo p l e h a v e s a i d n as t y 

t h i n g s abo ut  t >abur o ¿- i eo and i t  was commonl y L e l i e v e d t hat  he 

a c c e p t e d a o r i &e o f  y b 0 , 0 0 0 t o s e l l  t he J a p a n e s e do wn t he r i v e r . 

Sn i ma ô was f u r i o u s wh en s he t h o u gh t  o f  t h i s . " T h a t ' s abo ut  t h e 

d i r t i e s t  t h i n g I  e v e r  h ea r d o f . T he J a p a n e s e a i e nar r o w- mi nded when 

i t  c ome3 t o t h i n g s l i K e t hat  and t hey b e l i e v e a n y t h i n g . The., had 

b e t t e r  no t  s ay t h a t  t o my f a c e . I  n e v e r  t e l l  a n y o n e t h a t  my s i s t e r  

i s ma r r i ed t o S&bu r o i î ao b e c a u s e 1 woul d h a v e t o be d e f e n d i n g t he 

J ACL a l l  t he t i me ana i ' m no t  t h a t  f o n d o f  i t . " 

bh e went  on t o b l a s t  away a t  t he A l u ana a l l  o f  i t s p r e s e n t  



we a k n e s s e s . *h e f e l t  t h a t  i t  at  s h o u l d g i v e eac h r e s e t t l e r  a t  l e a s t  

1500 i n o r d e r  t o get  s t a r t e d i n s t e a d o f  t h e me a s l e s °h e po i nt -

ed o ut  ho w e x p e n s i v e i t  was t o g e t  r e s e t t l e d and s h e f e l t  t hat  i t  

t o o k a t  l e a s t  a mo nt h f o r  a p e r s o n t o get  d e c e n t  h o u s i n g and a j o t . 

Si i e f e l t  t he f l kA was t o b l ame f o r  h e r  p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n out  h e r e 

and s he f e e l s mo s t  i n s e c u r e , i 'her  e i s a d e l i b e r a t e a t t emp t  t o 

p r o j e c t  a l l  o f  her  ma l a d j u s t me n t s t o o t h e r s , ev en t ho ugh s ons o f  

t h i s maj  be j u s t i f i e d . Her  p i e s e n t  l i f e i s v e i j  a i ml e s s and s he i s 

j u s t  e x i s t i n g f r om day t o d a y . s he gav e a r a t her  d e t a i l e d ac c o u n t  

o f  her  e x p e r i e n c e s o u t  h e r e . 

I  d i d n ' t  a t t emp t  t o emp h a s i z e muc h o f  h er  bac k gr o u nd b ec a u s e 

i t  was g e t t i n g l a t e and i  d i d n ' t  t h i n k t hat  i t  was wo r t h wh i l e t o 

come f o i  an o t h er  i n t e r v i e w. 1 t h i n k t hat  t h e bes t  way t o g e t  her  

r e a l  f e e l i n g s i s t o h av e f r e e a s s o c i a t i o n i n t e r v i e ws b ec au s e i t  ex-

p r e s s e s h ex s e n t i me n t s mor e as s h e c an get  wo r k ed up e a s i e r . She 

made t he i n t e r v i e w q u i t e d i f f i c u l t  b e c a u s e she wan t s t o a r g u e on 

ev er y p o i n t  and a r e f u s e d t o en t e r  i n t o any d e b a t e s , whenev er  I  

a s k ed h e r  some q u e s t i o n s abo ut  a t t i t u d e s t o war d t he f u t u r e , she 

wo u l d s a y , " S o u t e l l  me b e c a u s e I  d o n ' t  k n o w. " ¿ h en she wen t  i n t o 

a l o n g t i r a d e a b o u t  why I  s h o u l d get  o u t  and do l a b o r i n g wo r k be-

c a u s e t hat  wo ul d be t h e beet  way f o r  me t o g e t  my ma t e r i a l . I  

a g r e e d t h at  t h i s was a good p r o c e d u r e but  I  p o i n t e d out  t h a t  t h e r e 

wo u l d be t o o muc h d i f f i c u l t y i n g e t t i n g a c t u a l  e x p e r i e n c e i n a l l  

t he t y p es o f  wo r k t h e - "i s ei  a r e d o i n g o ut  h e r e . 

I  g u e s s f chi mako i s n a t u r a l l y d i s a g r e e a b l e ana I  f e e l  s o r r y f o r  

h er  b ec a u s e s he c a n be n i c e . S h e i n v i t e o me t o come and pay a 

s o c i a l  v i s i t  o n her  a t  s o me l a t e r  t i me bu t  "b e s u r e y o u pho ne me 

b ec au s e I  a o n ' t  k n o w wh a t  I ' l l  be d o i n g and I  mi g h t  be o u t . I  hope 

you h av e en o u g h man n er s t o do t h a t . " s h e had a g r e e t  d ea l  t o s ay 
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a o o u t  t h e r e s i d e n t s o f  t he h o u s e f i n c l u d e d i n t h e c as e d o c u me n t ) . 

Ar o und mi d n i g h t  t he bo y s came bac k t o t he r o o m. T hey ha<3 b e e n 

u p s t a i r s c e l e b r a t i n g . I t  s eems t hat  t wo o f  t he gi rl s l i v i n g wi t h 

Sh i mak o h a v e l o s t  t h e i r  j o b s t hey hi  d no t  been j o b - h u n t i n g f o r  

s e v e r a l  d a y s . ¿hey wer e v er y d i s t u r b e d so t hat  t hey wen t  t o a f o r -

t une t e l l e r  WA.Q t o l a t hem t h a t  t hqy wo ul d f i nd good J o bs s o o n and 

t hat  one o f  t hem wo u l d g e t  ma z r i e d . I b i s l i f t e d t h e i r  mo r a l e up so 

much t h at  t he;> d e c i d e d t o hav e a par t y t h i s e v e n i n g end some o f  t he 

bo y s wer e i n v i t e d u p . One o f  t h e g i r l s had been d e l i b e r a t i n g a b o u t  

g e t t i n g ma r r i e d s o s h e f i n a l l y made up her  mi nd so t hey t ho ught  t h e 

f o r t u n e s e l l e r  was a wo n d e r f u l  p r o gn a3t  i c a t o r  o f  f u t u r e e v e n t s . 

Two o f  t he bo y s i n t he r oom ar e h e a d i n g b a c k t o camp i n a s h o r t  

t i me . X'hey w i l l  r e p o r t  f o r  i n d u c t i o n i n t he mi d d l e o f  t h i s mo nt h b u t  

t hey w i l l  oe p u t  on t he r e s e r v e s . T he bo y s p l a n t o go L ac k t o camp 

i n o r uer  to s pend t h e i r  r e ma i n i n g mo n t h s wi t h t h e i r  f a mi l i e s . One 

i s 17 end t h e o t her  L O. ¿ 'hey a r e q u i t t i n g t h e i r  j o bs at  I n t e r n a -

t i o n a l  h a r v e s t e r s t h i s c o mi ng week - end s o t h a t  t hey c an r e l a * f o r  

a week or  so a r o u n d Ch i c ago b e f o r e r e p o r t i n g t o t h e Ar my i n or r *er  

t o be p l a c ed on t he r e s e r v e s . Ma c h i , t h e o l d e r  bo y , s a i d t hat  he 

was ma k i n g a L o u t  ¿ 1 . 2 6 a n h o u r , d o i n g p i e c e wo r k a t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

h a r v e s t e r  so t hat  he h a s - .¿Li t e a t i t  o f  money s av ed up and he d i d n ' t  

t h i n* , he c o u l d s p end muc h o f  i t  i n camp s o he wan t ed t o buy a f ew 

t h i n g s h e r e b e f o r e r e t u r n i n g to c amp . He h a s a g i r l  f r i e n d b a c k i n 

camp ana s a i o h e mi g h t  p r o p o s e t o h er  o e f o r e he i s t ak en i n t o t h e 

Ar my . J o h n n y , t he 18 y e a r  o l d o o y , s s i d he d i d n ' t  ) no w much J ap an -

es e c u t  h e wan t ed t o go b a c k t o camp i n o r d e r  t o ue wi t h h i s f o l k s , 

h e s a i d h e mi g h t  buy a J a p a n e s e f l a g so t he I s s e i  i n camp mi g h t  r e-

c e i v e h i m L e t t e r . He t h o u gh t  he wo u l d h a v e a l o t  o f  f un wi t h t h e 

g i r l s o ut  t h er e bec au s e a l o t  o f  ¿ ,ounf  o nes are-  s t i l l  i n c amp. " I n 
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my b l o c k none o f  t he mo t h er s l e t  t h e i r  18 y ear  o l d d a u g h t e r s o ut  o f  

camp b e c a u s e t h ey d o n ' t  t r u s t  t h em o u t  a l o n e . " 

I t  s eems t h a t  many o f  t he r e s e t t l e r s i n S h i ma k o ' s b u i l d i n g ar e 

f r o m h e r  f o r mer  d o c * I n P o e t o n . ¿'hey a l l  h a v e c a l l e d eac h o t h er  

o u t . ¿>hi i aa*LO f e e l s t h a t  t h i s i s t he wo r s t  t i i e k t hat * a n y o n e c o u l d 

p u l l . ¿ h e ea i u t n a t  s he wo u l d nev er  c a l l  a n y o n e o ut  o f  t he c en t e r  

o ec a u s e i t  was t oo d i f f i c u l t  f o r  an y o n e t o mak e a l i v i n g , ¿ he t h en 

began t o c ondemn t r i ose l l i s ei  who f a l s e l y enc o u r aged o t h e r s t o r e-

s e t t l e . ¿ h e t h o u gh t  t hat  t hey s h o u l d wa i t  u n t i l  t h i n g s we r e a 

l i t t l e mo r e s ec u r e f o r  t hem. I  a s k ed h e r  why s he d i d n ' t  do t h i s 

h e r s e l f  an a s he t h en began t o d e s c r i b e how unhappy she was i n c amp. 

She f e l t  t hat  t h er e W3S no s en s e i n her  r e ma i n i n g beh i nd when a l l  o f  

h e r  f r i e n d s l e f t  ana h e r  f ami l y was b r o k en up . ¿ h e as a l i t t l e 

b i t t e r  b ec au s e 3he t h o u g h t  t he go v er n men t  was t he c a u s e o f  t he s p l i t  

up o f  h e r  f a mi l y ana t h e d ea t h o f  h e r  p a r e n t s , ¿ h e i n d i c a t e d t h a t  

t . i s wo u l d no t  h a v e h ap p en ed i f  t hey wer e not  e v a c u a t e d . Sh i mak o 

d o e s n ' t  p l a n t o go b a c k t o C a l i f o r n i a t o t he home wh i c h s he owns be-

c a u s e s he s a i d t h a t  i t  wo u l d be t oo l o n e l y f o x h e r  t o l i v e t h er e by 

h e r s e l f  and i t  wo u l d o n l y b r i n g bac k memo r i es o f  t h e p a s t  wh i c h 

wo u l d h u r t  h e r . ĥe s a i d t hat  t wo o f  h e r  b r o t h e r s and a f o o t e r  br o-

t her  wer e i n t he s e r v i c e and s he d OL b U . d wh et h er  t hey wo ul d ev er  

c ome bac k a l i v e . ~he f e l t  t hat  t hey we r e bei ng s a c r i f i c e o by t he 

J ews who wer e ma k i n g a b i g p r o f i t  o u t  o f  c a r r y i n g o n t he wa r . 

1 men t i o n eo t hat  i t  wa s Z y e a r s ago s i n c e P e a i l  Ha i t o i  and I  

s a i d t hat  many f a mi l i e s i n t h i s c o unt r y had a l s o b e e n h i t  q u i t e 

s t r o n g l y by t he i mpac t  o f  t he wa r . I  p o i n t e d o u t  t hat  t her e wer e 

a l mo s t  l l i bs OOO d e a t h s i n t h e h a l f  mi l l i o n t o t a l  c a s u a l t i e s f o r  t he 

U . S . s i n c e t h e o u t b r ea k o f  t h e war . I  a l s o t o l d her  t m t  t h i s 

c o u n t r y was o v er  v. £ 00, 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 i n u e b t  s i n c e 1 9 4 1 . - h i u a k o s a i d t h a t  
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t h i 6 d i d no t  c o n c e r n h e i  a t  a l l  b ec au s e i L s er v ed t hem r l p h t  f o r  

g o i n g i n t o war  i n t h e f i r s t  p l a c e . - he PG i d t hat  i t  s e r v ed J <:pan 

r i g h t  t o o , ¿»he f e l t  t h a t  t he war  wo u l d go on f o r  a t  l e a s t  3 mo r e 

y e a r s bec au s e t he J a p s wer e so f a n a t i c a l . Sh e a b s c r i b e d t i i i s i n-

t e n s i t y o f  t he n a t i o n a l i s t i c s p i r i t  t o t h e J a p a n e s e b l o o d . 

Dr . J .j j 1
. K i k u c h i ' s r emedy f o x n e u r o t i c women o f  t h i s s o r t : "Y o u 

g o t t a l ay 'em and t n e y ' l i  be h a p p y . " t h a t ' s a b l u n t  way o f  d e s c r i -

b i n g o ne o f  ohe ma i n s o u r c es o f  t he abo v e mal ad j u s t u e n t s . 
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S h i ma k o ' e l i f e s t o r y f o l l o ws : 

" I  had no s p e c i a l  r e a s o n f o x l e a v i n g c amp. I  h8d no o t her  

c h o i c e . What  c an any o f  us do on o ur  own when we ar e k i c k e d ar o und 

l i k e t h i s . I  ha ó no r o s y d r eams wh en I  came o u t  h e r e . I  had j u s t  

t o ear n my own l i v i n g b e c a u s e t h er e was no o t h er  c h o i c e . My dad 

p a s s ed away i n camp so t h a t  i . had no mor e f ami l y c o n n e c t i o n s i n 

vl  T o p a z . My b r o t h er  had j u s t  t o o k h i s p h y s i c a l  a t  F t . D oup- l as and 

he was p u t  on t h e Ar my r e s e r v e s , he want ed t o l e a v e camp u n t i l  he 

was c a l l e d so I  d ec i d ed t o come o u t  wi t h h i m s i n c e t h e r e wa s no 

o t her  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  ̂ T wo - t h i r d s o f  my f a mi l y we r e a l r e a d y mar r i ed 

and t hey had t h e i r  own f a mi l i e s so t h e r e wa s no s e n s e o f  any o f  us 

s t a y i n g i n c amp . They went  t h e i r  way and I  we n t  mi n e .  ̂

" I  d i d n ' t  gr i ve a h a n ? a b o u t  a n y t h i n g when I  c ame out  h e r e . I ' m 

n o t  y o u n g anymor e s o I  d i d n ' t  h a v e any v i s i o n s abo ut  b e i n g a g r e a t  

s u c c e s s . A l l  I  h a d t o do was t o get  8 j o b and mak e eno ugh t o l i v e 

o n y \  I  d i d n ' t  h a v e a j o b when I  f i r s t  came o ut  h e r e b u t  I  t o u gh t  

t hey we r e q u i t e p l e n t i f u l . T he Wf i A k e p t  t e l l i n g us t h e r e wer e a l l  

i sLi nds o f  j o b s o u t  h e r e . what  d i d t hey h a v e t o do t hat  f o r ? They 

k new i  t í  w a s n ' t  t hat  ea s y b u t  t hey we r e i n a h u r r y t o pet  r i d o f  u s . 

They d i d n ' t  c a r e what  hap p ened t o us o nc e we a r r i v e d . I ' v e nev er  

been i n s uc h a t i g c i t y b e f o r e so I  was p r e t t y n a i v e . The WEA 

p l ay ed a d i r t y t r i c k on u s . T hey do t h e s ame t h i n g t o a l l  o f  us 

c o mi ng o u t  h e r e . I  came t o C h i c a g o and ¿ was 9 5 $ o p t i mi s t a and 5 $ 

p es s i s i r a . T h a t ' s how good 1 t h o u g h t  t he c h a n c es wer e o u t  h e r e f o r  

me. I  t h o u g h t  a l l  I  had t o do was t o wa l k down t h e s t r e e t  and t he 

emp l o y er s wo ul d r us h o u t  and o f f e r  a l l  k i n d s o f  t h i n g s . I  t ho ugh t  

t h i n g s we r e so d i f f e r e n t  o u t  h e r e and i  wo u l d n ' t  hav e a s i n g l e c ar e 

i n t h e wh o l e wo r l d . B u t  I  c an t e l l  y o u r i p- ht  now t hat  I  am t h e 

o p p o s i t e and I  am 9 6 $ p e s s i mi s t i c a b o u t  my own f u t u r e . I  h a v e n ' t  
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had a happy t i me o u t  h e r e a t  a l l . I  d i d n ' t  k no w what  t o do wh en I  

f i r s t  go t  o u t  h e r e e x c e p t  t o p e t  a j o t  and t r y t o f i n d a r o o f  t o 

p u t  o v er  my h ead . _ My b r o t h er  came out  t o Ch i c a g o wi t h me so t h at  

i t  wa s n ' t  t oo h a r d . h.e was a y o unger  b r o t h e r  and I  f e l t  p r o t e c t i v e 

a b o u t  h i m bec aus e I  had a s i l l y n o t i o n t h at  I  wan t ed t o h e l p h i m 

o u t . I  gu es s I ' m j u s t  a c as t  o f f  s h o e b e c a u s e I  d o n ' t  f e e l  c l o s e 

t o a n y o n e . I ' m on my own and I  k no w i t . W h y s h o u l d I  hav e any-

k i n d l y t h o u g h t s f o r  h u ma n i t y ? I t ' s do g e a t  d o g . I  wo u l d n ' t  h av e 

d e v e l o p e d any o f  t h e s e f e e l i n g s i f  I  h a d n ' t  b een e v a c u a t e d . 

" I  l e f t  T o p az i n May , 1 9 4 4 . I  had s t a y e d t h e r e i n c amp t h a t  

l o n r  b e c a a s e my dad was an i n v a l i d end I  c o u l d n ' t  mak e any o f  my 

own p l a n s as l o n g as I  had t o t a k e c a r e o f  h i m. h e d i ed i n J an u a r y 

s o I  began t h i n k i n g a b o u t  l e a v i n g camp a f t e r  t h a t . I  began t o hav e 

v a g u e n o t i o n s t h a t  I  was g o i n g to come o u t  o f  camp a t  t h a t  t i me. 

"Xee, I  had some n o b l e i d e a s when I  l e f t  camp bec au s e I  t ho up h t  I  

c o u l d h e l p my b r o t h er  g e t  t h r o u g h c o l l e g e . He i s o n l y 21 y e a r s o l d . 

When he f i r s t  c ame o u t  h e r e he wo r k ed as a l a b t e c h n i c i a n and t hen 

he went  t o wo r k f o r  Co mf o r t  P r o d u c t s . Co . T he o u t f i t  moved t o T ex as 

b ec au s e i t  had en Ar my c o n t r a c t . He was d o i n p l a b o r i n g wo r k wi t h 

t hem. He r o t  k i c k e d a r o und t o o . I  d o n ' t  h av e a s i n g l e k i n d l y 

t h o u g h t  f o r  Ch i c a g o b e c a u s e i t  h a s n ' t  t r e a t e d me v er y we l l . 

"Wh en I  f i r s t  po t  h e r e e v e r y t h i n g s eemed s t r a n g e t o me. I  

a i d n ' t  k no w what  t o do e v e n t ho ugh I ' m s up p o s ed t o be ana a d u l t . I  

was a babe i n t he wo o ds and t he WEA wa s n ' t  v e r y h e l p f u l . They 

d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e what  a t e r r i b l e t hi ne-  i t  was t o come o u t  t o a s t r a n g e 

p l a c e i n o r der  t o p- et  s t a r t e d a l l  o v er  a g a i n . Some o f  my f r i e n d s 

who had l i v e d i n t he same b l o c k wi t h me i n P o s t o n b e f o r e I  l e f t , 

wr o t e me l e t t e r s f r o m C h i c a g o so I  as k ed t hem t o r e s e r v e an ap a r t -

ment  f o r  me i n t h i s b u i l d i n g . My br o t her  and I  had a r oom on t he 
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s ec o n d f l o o r  at  f i r s t . I ' v e l i v e d i n t h i s b u i l d i n f  ev er  s i n c e and 

I  k no w i t ' s no us e t o go o u t  end l o o k f o r  a b e t t e r  p i e c e bec aus e we 

c a n ' t  g e t  i t . I  d o n ' t  t h i n k my ho? s i n g c o n d i t i o n h a s i mpr o v ed a 

s i n g l e b i t  f r om c amp. A l l  t h a t  t a l k o f  goi np-  bac k t o a no r mal  l i f e 

i s a l o t  o f  b a l o n e y . ,Ve had a b e t t e r  t i me i n camp and I  d o n ' t  t h i n k 

we d e s e r v e t o eo t h r o u gh a l l  t h i s . v»e s ho u l d g e t  mor e o f  a hel pi ng-

hand b u t  wh a t  d o we g e t ? A k i c k i n t h e f a c e and we ar e c a l l e d J a p s . 

Why s h o u l d 1 f e e l  p l e a s a n t  a b o u t  t he f u t u r e when I  k no w t hat  t h es e 

t h i n g s w i l l  i n c r e a s e . 

"Wh en I  f i r s t  s t a r t e d l o o k i n g f o r  a J o b , I  wen t  t o t h e WBA t o 

a s k t h e i r  h e l p o e c a u s e s ome o f  my N i s e i  f r i e n d s t o l d me t hat  j o b s 

we r e n ' t  so ea s y wi t h o u t  e x p e r i e n c e . T hat  t o o k a l o t  o f  f i g h t  o ut  

o f  me. I  f i n a l l y go t  a J ob t h r o ugh t hem and i t  was l o c a t e d a b l o c k 

away f r o m t h i s a p a r t me n t . I t  was a c r u t t y j o b . I  d o n ' t  eee ho w 

t hey e x p e c t  any human bei np- s t o t ak e j o b s l i k e t h a t . I  had t o e s t  

s o I  k ep t  on w i t h i t  f o r  a wh i l e . We we r e j u s t  «- et t i np s t a r t e d h e r e 

when my b r o t h e r ' s wo r k c o n t r a c t  e x p i r e d and he went  t o t he Ar my i n 

J u l y . A week a f t e r  he l e f t  me, t he t oy f a c t o r y wher e I  was wo r k i n g 

c u t  down on t he h e l p ana I  was one o f  t he f i r s t  t o i e d i s c h a r g e d . 

I  go t  v e r y p a n i c k y b ec a u s e I  wa s o n my own and I  had t o b ea r  a l l  o f  

my own e x p e n s e s . I  had t o p-o out  and l o o k f o r  an o t h er  j o b r i g h t  

away so t h a t  I  c o u l d k e e p my a p a r t me n t . I  moved u p s t a i r s wi t h a 

c o u p l e o f  o t her  p- i r l s end we c r o wded i n t o get h er  so t hat  our  ex-

p e n s e s wo u l d no t  be so h e a v y . I t ' s t h e o n l y t h i n s r we can do be-

c au s e we c a n ' t  s a x k l i v e i n d e p e n d e n t l y o n t he s a l a r i e s t h at  t hey 

o f f e r  us o u t  h e r e . 

" I  wen t  ov er  t o S h o t we l l ' s t o l o o k f o r  my n ex t  j o b . A s i s t e r  

o f  mi n e was wo r k i n g t h e r e at  t hat  t i me s o I  a s k ed i f  I  c o u l d g e t  i n 

wi t h h e r . I  was t a k e n i n and I  s t a r t e d t o wo r k i r r medi  a t e l y . I  
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t h o u î t  t h a t  t he j o t  was f a i r l y e a s y . I t  was f a c t o r y wo r k and I  h a d 

t o wax t he d e h y d r a t e d e g g s . We h a d t o p u t  t hem i n a wa x i n p ma c h i n e 
0) 

and s p r ead t he wa x f i l m o v er  t h em. T hen t he b o x e s wo u l d be s e n t  i n 

on a c o n v ey o r  and we f i l l e d t hem u p . We had t o i vor k at  t o p s p eed 

i n o r der  t o k e e p u p , A f t e r  a wh i l e I  c o u l dn 'dt  s t and t he g r i nd any 

mor e and i t  wa s t oo muc h f o r  me. T he h o u r s we i e i n c o n v e n i d n t  f o r  

me and I  was d i s s a t i s f i e d s o I  q u i t  

" I  we n t  o v er  t o t he S h o r e l i n e Ho t e l  n ex t  and 1 wo r k ed t h e r e f o r  

a f e w we e k s . ¡ I t  was d o i n g ma i d ' s wo r k end I  was g e t t i n g o n l y a 

c r u t t y ^8 0 a mo nt h f o r  we shi ne-  t he b a t h s o u t  8nd k e e p i n g t he r ooms 

c l e a n . *r My j o b a t  S h o t we l l  was b e t t e r  a s i t  was p i e c e wo r k and I  

was a b l e t o n e t  $ 2 . 6 0 a day b u t  I  d i d n ' t  f e e l  l i k e b r e a k i n g my n ec k 

© f o r  t h a t  k i n d o f  wa g e . > I  k n e w 1 c o u l d n ' t  s t and t he ma i d ' s wo r k a s 

I  n ev er  a i d t h at  b e f o r e and i t  wa s d e g r a d i n g , i h e emp l o y er  t h o u gh t  

I  was a l o w human b e i n g j u s t  b ec a u s e I  h ad t o t a k e a j o b l i k e t hat  

t e mp o r a r i l y . I  s t a r t e d t o l o o k ar o und f o r  an o t h er  j o b . j  

n ^n e Su n day I  we n t  t o t he - Bapt i s t  c h u r c h b e c a u s e I  d i d n ' t  h a v e 

a n y t h i n g e l s e t o do . i  s aw * e v . ^o r i k a wa t h e r e and I  t o l d h i m I  

d i d n ' t  l i k e m$ j o b . He t o l d me abo u t  an o p e n i n g wi t h a B a p t i s t  

P u b l i c a t i o n Co . so I  we n t  ov er  t h e r e and go t  a j o b t h e r e , t h a t ' s , 

wher e x wo r k no w. � I ' m g o i n g t o st aj , i n t h a t  j o b b ec a u s t hey t r e a t  

me f a i r l y w e l l . 1 had a p h y s i c a l  c heek - up r e c e n t l y and I  f o und out  

t h a t  I  wa s n o t  i n s uc h h e a l t h . T h a t ' s why I  d o n ' t  wa n t  t o t ak e 

any o t her  k i n d o f  j o b . Who w i l l  pay my d o c t o r  b i l l  i f  I  p e t  s i c k ? 

I  r e a l i z e t h a t  l  d o n ' t  h a v e muc h o f  a f u t u r e i n ma k i n g mo n e j , bu t  

gee wh i z , I  c a n ' t  a f f o r d t o t a k e any c h an c es on my h e a l t h . I f  I  

get  s i c k t h e r e w i l l  be no o ne t o l o o k a f t e r  me. T h a t ' s why I  p l a n 

t o s t ay on a t  t hat  c h u r c h p u b l i s h i n g j o b b e c a u s e t he  ̂ mi gh t  l o o k 

a f t e r  me as t hey a r e r e l i g i o u s p e o p l e . 
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" I  p e t  a l o n g okay wi t h t he ot her  Ca u c a s i a n w o r k e r  i n t he 

o f f i c e but  «»� d o n ' t  ge t  t oo c l o s e t o t hem. One o f  t he g i r l s a3k ed 

ma t o come v i s i t  her  and I  gues s she i s g e n u i n e . Ther e ar e 4 o t her  

g i r l s wo r k i n g i n t h a t  o f f i c e anc I  k new 2 o f  t hem at  T o p az but  I  

d o n ' t  get  t oo f r i e n d l y wi t h any o f  t hem.f c T h e bo s s i s p r e t t y 

s i n c e r e and I  ge t  sl on?? wi t h h i m. I ' m not  c r a z y about  t h a t  j o b 

t ho ugh , but  wh at  e l s e c an I  can do ? ( 3 h i mak o i s t he o t her  s i  r l  

men t i o ned by Amy Manabe CH- 57i  who ac t ed a l o o f  f r om t h e o t her  

N i s e i  g i r l s . ) 

\  "f t i eht  now I  l o o k upon my s e l f  as a l e a f  dr i f t i ng-  on a s t r eam. 

I f  I  h i t  a s n ag I ' l l  s t ay t h e r e . I  h a v e n ' t  any c o n t r o l  over  my 

f u t u r e and I  hav e t o go wher e t he wat er  t a k e s me. I  c a n ' t  do any-

t h i n g t o c hange t h e d i r e c t i o n , ê i t h e r  God no r  man c an h e l p me no w. 

T h a t ' s t he f u t u r e I  h av e t o l o o k f o r war d t o . Shoul d t hat  make me 

happy ? I  d o n ' t  hav e an y o n e t h a t  I  f e e l  c l o s e t o and I  d o n ' t  c nr e 

f o r  a s i n g l e p e r s o n . I  mi nd my b u s i n e s s and I  want  t hem t o mi nd 

t h e i r s . May be I  s houl d j o i n t he «VACs. I s n ' t  t hat  what  a l l  f r us -

t r a t ed g i r l s do ? Why s ho ul d I  k i d my s e l f  i n t o t h i n k i n g I  h av e a 

f u t u r e . I  k now t h a t  i f  I  get  s i c k t x.er e i s no one who w i l l  wor r y 

abo u t  me. I  mi ght  as we l l  d i e t omor r ow and t h e wo r l d w i l l  be r i d 

o f  one mo r e per s o n who wo u l d n ' t  be mi s s ed by a n y o n e , j  
�j  

"T h e t wo g i r l s who a r e my r oom- mat es mi nd t h e i r  b u s i n e s s so I  

d o n ' t  i n t e r f e r e i n t o any t hi ne-  t hey do . They go t h e i r  way and I  

j u s t  go mi n e . K i g h t  now t hey hav e been go i n ? j ob h u n t i n g and t hey 

e r e r >r et t y d i s c o u r a g e d . ±'hey f o l l o w some nwws pgper  a d v e r t i s e me n t s 

and t he} wer e r e f u s e d j us t  b ec a u s e t hey wer e l i l i honj i n. The i n t er -

v i ewer  d i d n ' t  come r i  ĥ t  o ut  and s ay t hat  but  he r ni pht  as wel l  h- 3ve 

t o l d t hem d i n c t l y i n s t ead o f  g i v i n p t hem t he r un - ar o una . When a 

l i i s ei  c omes ar o und l o o k i n g f o r  j o bs , t h e company s udden l y d ev e l o p s 

no need f o r  wo r k er s b e c a u s e t hey a r e f i l l e d u p . Bu t  I  n o t i c e t hat  
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t hey c o n t i n u e t o r un f r a n t i c a d s i n t he p a p e r . T h e r e ' 3 s o met h i n g 

wr o n g some p l a c e , My r oom mat es go t o o t her  f a c t o r i e s t o l o o k f o r  

j o b s and t he  ̂ s ee s i g n s up f o r  wo r k e r s a l l  o v er  t h e p l ac e s o t hey 

c a n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d i t  when t hey a r e r e f u s e d . I  J u s t  k no w r ac e p l a y s 

a d o mi n a t i n g f a c t o r . The emp l o y e r s j u s t  wo n ' t  come r i g h t  o u t  but  

we k n o w. I  t h i n k t h at  t h e r e ar e t o o many J a p a n e s e i n C h i c a g o now 

or  maybe t h e wh i t e p eo p l e d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d us v er y we l l . My r oom-

mat es had a j o b l a s t  we e k but  t hey q u i t  a f t e r  wo r k i n g f o r  q u i t e some 

t i me , ĥey wer e i n a s ewi n g f a c t o r y and t hey want ed t o g e t  some-

t h i n g bet t er  e e c a u s e t hey wer e c o r ed wi t h t he j o b . 

!"l t  l o o k s p r e t t y h o p e l e s s f o r  a l l  o f  us o u t  h e r e . I  d o n ' t  k no w 

wh a t  t he f u t u r e o f  t he i l i s ei  wo r k e r s i s go ins-  t o b e . I t ' s sad and 

t h a t ' s abo u t  a l l  I  c an B a y . ! I ' m j u s t  wo n d e r i n g whet her  many o f  t ho s e 

I H s e i  g i r l s w i l l  i n t e r - mar r y o r  wh a t  w i l l  h a p p e n . Mo s t  o f  t h o r e 

N i s e i  bo y s i n t he Ar my a r e g o i n g t o be k i l l e d b e c a u s e t hey w i l l  be 

s en t  i n t o do t he d a n g e r o t s f i g h t i n g , T h a t ' s wh at  mak es me so mad 

b e c a u s e my br o t her  was t ak en i n t h e r e ar e so many h e a l t h y f e l l o ws 

ar o und wi t h $u l l  who g e t  out  o f  i t  by p a y i n g o f f  t he r i g h t  p e o p l e . 

T he d r a f t  i s a n i n d i v i d u a l  p r o b l em f o r  t he i i i s ei  f e l l o w s eut  I  c a n ' t  

c o ndemn some o f  t ho s e f e l l o ws f o r  r e f u s i n g t o r ep o r t  f o r  i n d u c t i o n . 

The* d o n ' t  f e e l  t hey a r e f i g h t i n g f o r  s o met h i n g end i t  l o o k s t hat  

way . The d r a f t  do es t hat  t o t he p r o b l ems o f  a l l  o f  u s . A l l  t hes e 

y o unger  i i i s e i  g i r l s wan t  t o get  mar r i ed but  I  d o n ' t  t h i n k t h e y ' r e 

g o i n g t o h av e t oo much of  a c h an c e f o r  a wh i l e . 

" I t ' s a wf u l  t o a s k us t o come o u t  h e r e and s t a r t  o ut  a new l i f e 

when e v e r y t h i n g i s so u n c e r t a i n . A l l  o f  t he y o u n ger  f e l l o ws a r e 

away f r om home f o r  t he f i r s t  t i me i n t h e i r  l i v e s and t hey ar e s o r t  

o f  l o s t . Thet > h av e been d e p e n d e n t  up o n t h e i r  f o l k s r i g h t  up t o n o w. 

T hes e k i d s ar e p l a n n i n g t o 811 s?o b a c k t o camp as s o o n as t hey g e t  
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an i n d u c t i o n n o t i c e aR t hey woul d l i k e t o be wi t h t h e i r  f o l k s t he 

l a s t  mont h b e f o r e t he* r ep o r t  f o r  s e r v i c e , T h e r e ' s no p r o s p ec t s f o r  

t hem I n t he Ar my s o vfoy s ho u l d t hey be h o p e f u l  f o r  t he f u t u r e . ^T h e y 

a r e a l l  b i t t e r  out  t hey t r y not  t o ac t  t hat  way bec au s e y o ung p eo p l e 

hav e t o hav e some h o p e f o r  t he f u t u r e . They d o n ' t  want  t o a c c e p t  a 

c r u t t y p o s i t i o n l i k e mi ne but  i t  l o o k s l i k e many o f  t hem wi l l  h av e 

t o do i t  e v e n t u a l l y . T h e r e ' s no h o p e , t h e r e ' s n o t h i n g ahead o f  t hem. 

A l l  t hey c a n d o i s t o e r i n »nd bea r  i t . T h a t ' s a l i t t l e mor e t han I  

c an s t and bec aus e I  know t h e r e ' s no c l o ud Gr ound t he c o r ner  wh i c h 

w i l l  s udden l y pu t  t he s u n s h i n e i n t o our  l i v e s . " ! I  t h i n k t hat  mos t  o f  

t he " i s e i  f e l l o ws t ak e t h e f a t a l i s t i c a t t i t u d e when t hey pet  c a l l e d 

f o r  t he Ar my . They d o n ' t  t h i n k c h anc es f o r  c o mi ng bac k a l i v e a r e 

go o d . I  r e a l l y d o n ' t  c ar e what  h ap p ens t o any o ne ano i  d o n ' t  c a r e 

abo ut  t he war  e i t h e r . The o n l y way i t  t o uc hes me i s t h r o ugh my 

b r o t h e r , i f  he r e t s k i l l e d , I  t h i nk t hat  i t  w i l l  be t he most  un-

f a i r e s t  t h i n g t hat  ever  happened and I  c e r t a i n l y wo n ' t  f ee l  <?ood 

t owar d t he Ar my . 

"A l l  I ' m doi ng-  now i s s i t t i n g ar o und i n Ch i c ago and I ' l l  stay-

h er e i n d e f i n i t e l y . I  wo u l d n ' t  c a r e t o go b a c k t o C a l i f o r n i a a t  a l l  

bec au s e I  hav e n o t h i n g t her e wh i c h woul d make my l i f e any h a p p i e r . 

I t  wo ul d dr i v e me c r ac y i f  I  went  bac k t o my home t o wn. Our  o l d home 

wo ul a be t her e ar ia I  wo u l d be a l o n e so t hat  i t  woul d o n l j  b r i n ? bac k 

a l o t  o f  memo r i es t o me. Our  f ami l y i s s c a t t e r ed a l l  o v er  and i t  i s 

gone no w. I  j u s t  wo u l d n ' t  ce.i e t o s t ay i n t h a t  ho us e by my s e l f . We 

own our  home t h er e y e t  and i t ' s i n my name bu t  X wo u l d n ' t  r o bac k 

u n l e s s I  went  wi t h some o f  t he f a mi l y member s . We d i d n ' t  k eep t he 

r e s t a u r a n t  at  a l l  as we s o l d i t  a l l  o u t . We d i d n ' t  t h i n k i t  was any 

us e t o k eep i t  up when we d i d n ' t  k now when we wer e P- oi n  ̂ t o come 

bac k . I  d o n ' t  p l an t o go i n t o t he r e s t a u r a n t  b u s i n e s s o ut  h er e a s 
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I  wo ul d hav e t o h i r e some h e l p and t her e wo u l d n ' t  be any p r o f i t  i n 

t h a t , f h e o n l y r eas o n we made any money a t  a l l  i n C a l i f o r n i a i n t he 

r e s t a u r a n t  b u s i n e s s was b e c a u s e we p u t  i n on a f a mi l y b a s i s and we 

a l l  wo r k ed wi t h o u t  wa g e s , i t ' s g r i n d i n g wo r k and my h ea l t h wo u l d n ' t  

be a b l e t o s t and i t  an y mo r e . I  h a v e n ' t  any c a p i t a l  t o s t a r t  a r es -

t a u r a n t  on my own a n y wa y , b e s i d e s I  d o n ' t  k n o w wh a t ' s poi ne-  t o 

h a p p en anc I  d o n ' t  wen t  10 g e t  c a u g h t  l i k e i n e v a c u a t i o n when we had 

t o d i s p o s e o f  e v e r y t h i n g i n s uc h a h u x r y . .The c h a n c e s o ut  h e r e f o r  

t h e N i s e i  i n k e e p i n g t h e i r  j o e s a r e n ' t  s o p- ooa. A l o t  o f  t hem a r e 

ma k i n g money now but  you k no w as we l l  a s I  do t hat  t h i s i s n ' t  g o i n g 

t o l a s t . 

"T h e s e t - u p i s t h a t  t he o l d e r  p e o p l e e r e g o i n g t o hav e t h e i r  

o l d j o b s a f t e r  t h e war  and t he y o u n ger  o nes wo n ' t  h a v e a n y t h i n g when 

t hey come bac k f r o m t he Ar my . N a t u r a l l y t hey w i l l  t r y t o s ho v e o ut  

t h e I n'i sei  among-  t he f i r s t  and I  d o n ' t  k no w wh a t ' s «?oi np t o hap p en 

when t h es e - Ni sei  l o s e t h e i r  j o b s . T hey wo n ' t  h a v e a n y t h i n g t o t u r n 

t o and t h e y ' l l  be i n j u s t  a h o p e l e s s c o n d i t i o n as i  am i n r i  r h t  no w. 

My t i me c ame s o o ner  but  i t  i s c o mi ng t o t hem t o o . 

" I  d o n ' t  k no w i f  t h e r e w i l l  be a J a p a n e s e t o wn h e r e by t h e end 

o f  t he war  bu t  I  d o n ' t  s ee how i t  c o u l d h e l p when t her e a r e no j o b s 

f o r  any o f  u s . May be a J a p a n e s e t own mi r h t  be a b l e t o hej .p some o f  

t hem o u t . I  c a n ' t  a r g u e on t h a t  p o i n t  bec au s e I  n e v e r  l i v e d i n o n e . 

I  d o n ' t  k no w what  t h e b e n e f i t s o f  a J a p a n e s e c o mmuni t y c o u l d be . I  

d o n ' t  k no w, wh at  har m or  i n j u r i e s o ne c o u l d c r e a t e e i t h e r . I  d o n ' t  

c a r e i f  t h e r e ' s a J a a p a n e s e t own or  no t  j u s t  as I o n ? a s i t  d o e s n ' t  

i n t e r f e r e wi t h me. B u t  1 do k n o w t hat  i f  t he J a p a n e s e out  h e r e be-

come s e g r e g a t e d , t h ey wi l l  be o us hed ar o und a l l  t he mor e and be 

d i s c r i mi n a t e d a g a i n s t  j u s t  l i k e t he Xi es r oes and t he J e ws . I t  w i l l  
o f  

ue j u s t  as bad as ev er  and t hen what  b e c o me s / t h e i x dr eam o f  a no r mal  
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l i f e i n Amej  i e a ? 

" I t ' s a l l  r i g h t  t o h av e h o p es f o r  t he f u t u r e , t u t  i t  d o e s n ' t  h e l  ̂

o u r  l i v e s l i g h t  no w. X g u e s s mo s t  o f  us h a v e s i d t o o u r s e l v e s t i me 

and t i me a g a i n t h at  t h i s i s r e a l i t y and we mi gh t  a s we l l  mak e t he 

b e s t  o f  i t . I ' v e n e v e r  f e l t  s o i n s e c u r e - ¿k«*? a l l  my l i f e . I  j u s t  

d o n ' t  k no w wh at  i s p- oi ng t o ha o pen n e x t . A l l  o f  us f e e l  t hat  way . 

I  k no w t he l U s e i  i n t h i s h o u s e ar e no d i f f e r e n t  f r om any o t h e r s and 

t hey a r e j u s t  a s wo r r i ed as I  am. Why s h o u l d 1 t r y t o enc o u r age t hem 

on when I  k no w my s e l f  t h a t  i t ' s r a t h e r  h o p e l e s s ? - The o ne pood t h i n g 
J» 

i s t h a t  a y o u n g er  p er s o n i s a b l e t o buc k t h es e t h i n k s much b e t t e r  

t han I  c a n . My l i f e and h a b i t s wer e p r e t t y we l l  s e t  by t h e t i me I  

was 20 and i  c a n ' t  c h an ge as e a s i l y as t h e s e y o u n  ̂ M s e i  c a n . 

"B e f o r e t h e war  when any s e r i o u s p r o b l ems come up , I  d i d n ' t  h av e 

t o l e t  i t  p r ey upon my mi n d . I  c o u l d t a l k i t  ov er  wi t h my f a mi l y and 

we wo u l d a l l  t r y t o wo r k o u t  a s o l u t i o n . Dad was a v e r y under  s t and-

i n g p er s o n and we a l l  t h o u g h t  t h a t  he w ŝ t he b e s t . We c o u l d l o o k 

t o h i m i n t i me o f  t r o u b l e and we k new t h a t  we c o u l d depend upo n h i m. 

Bad wa s n ' t  o ne o f  t f cese t i mi d ¿ s s e i  p e r s o n s . He wa s n ' t  a f r a i d t o 

s p ea k up f o r  h i s i i gh t s . _ \  ¿¿y ded was t h e f i r s t  o ne t o h a v e t he a l i e n 

l a n d l aw t es t  c as e up i n t h e Supr eme C o u r t . He wen t  t h r o ugh t he 

h a r d e s t  t i me t h a t  t he J a p a n e s e had i n C a l i f o r n i a ar o und 19£ 4 s o t h a t  

he k new e x a c t l y wher e he-  s t o o o . ¿ ' h a t ' s why he v en t ed a l l  o f  h i s 

c h i l d r e n t o h a v e a l i f e s i mi l a r  t o t he C a u c a s i a n s . My dad had b een 

i n t he u n i t ed b t a t e s f o r  o v er  40 y e a r s when he p as s ed away . 

"My o l d e s t  b r o t h e r  was c o r n i n J a p a n but  he was b r o u g h t  her e 

when he was a y o u n g s t e r  s o t hat  he i s j u s t  l i k e a ^i s e i . I  d o n ' t  

t h i n k h e i s a b l e t o wr i t e J a p a n e s e . He a l l e y s p l an n ed t o s t ay I n 

t h i s c o unt r y and t h a t ' s why he made i t  h i s c a r eer  t o be a d o c t o r . 

He nev er  was a o l e t o p r a c t i c e among t he h c k u j i n s o t hat  ? s why h e went  
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t o San f r a n c i s c o and l a t e r  Sac r amen t o t o p r a c t i c e . He c o u l d h a v e 

L e e n t h e L es t  d o c t o r  i n t he wo r l d t u t  he was nev er  a b l e t o go on a n 

e q u a l  b a s i s wi t h t he C a u c a s i a n d o c t o r s h e g r a d u a t ed wi t h b ec a u s e o f  

h i s r a c i a l  a n c e s t r y . I  d o n ' t  c a l l  t h a t  d e mo c r a t i c , do y o u ? 

( "̂My f a mi l y go t  p l a c e s b e f o r e t he war  bec au s e we a l l  wo r k ed f o r  

i t . we wo r k ed har d t oo and we d i d n ' t  s i t  bac k a n d c r y . «e k new 

wh a t  a s l i m c h a n c e we had and we wer e w i l l i n g t o wo r k f o r  i t  b e c a u s e 

t h e r e was ¿ l i t t l e ho p e b e f o r e a l l  t h i s mes s b r o k e o u t . Kow we d o n 8t  

ev en h a r e t hat  s l i . , c h anc e t o go o n . ¿ v er y t h i ns -  was s wep t  away by 

t he e v a c u a t i o n . t i l e were p r e t t y we l l  e s t a b l i s h e d and p- oi ng a l o n g i n 

no r mal  c h a n n e l s b e f o r e t he war . i  ¿»ow o ur  f ami l y i s s p r ead a l l  o v er  

t he f a c e o f  t h i s c o n t i n e n t . I ' m a r o t t e n c o r r e s p o n d e n t  so I  nev er  

wr i t e t o t he r e s t  o f  t h e f a mi l y . Why s ho u l d I  t o t h e r  t hem wi t h my 

p r o b l em? die wei  e s c a t t e r e d a l l  o v er  C a l i f o r n i a b e f o r e t h e war  but  

t hat  was a l i t t l e d i f f e r e n t . I t  d i d n ' t  t ak e o v e r  a day f o r  us t o 

get  t o g e t h e r  i f  i t  was n e c e s s a r y . «e c o u l d n ' t  do t hat  any mo r e be-

c a u s e i t  c o s t  t oo much t o t r a v e l  and we ar e l ong-  d i s t a n c e s f r o m e a c h 

o t h e r . I  d o n ' t  k no w what  t he r e s t  o f  t he f a mi l y e x p e c t s t o d o . I  

g u e s s t hey a r e s t r u g g l i n g a l o n g j u s t  l i k e i  am, cut  t hey d o n ' o h a v e 

a s har d a t i me as I  do b ec au s e t hey h a v e a l i t t l e mo r e means and 

t r a i n i n g . I  h : v e one or  o t her  who i s a c a p t a i n ( ? ) ( s h e s a i d t hat  he 

was a l i e u t e n a n t  p r e v i o u l s y ) i n t he Ar my and I  d o n ' t  k no w wh a t  h e i s 

g o i n g t o do a f t e r  t h e wa r . He mi g h t  ev en s t ay i n t he Ar my b e c a u s e 

t h e r e i s n ' t  muc h c h an c e f o r  h i m i f  he c o mes o u t . He i s i n t he d e n t a l  

c o r p s now and I  d o n ' t  ev en k no w wh e r e he i s no w. Some o f  my »o t h e r  

s i s t e r s a r e ma r r i e d . I  h av e a n o t h e r  b r o t h e r  who i s a do c t o r  h e r e and 

my y o u n g er  L r o t h e r  i s r eady t o go o v e r s ea s no w. A l l  o f  my b r o t h e r s 

and s i s t e r s l i v e t h e i r  own l i v e s and 1 l i v e mi n e . I  h av e a f o s t e r  

b r o t h e r  i n t he Ar my and t h e r e i s an o t h er  ma r r i ed s i s t e r  and mar r i ed 
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b r o t h e r  bu t  i t ' s no us e t a l k i n abo u t  t hem. I  g u e s s t hey wi l l  come 

s r o una i f  any o f  us g e t  i n a p i n c h , uut  we go our  own way o t h e r wi s e . 

y ~"Al l  o f  t he I U h o n j i n l i v i n g i n t h i s a p a r t me n t  h o us e a r e y o ung-

s t e r s . The  ̂ t e l l  us some f i n e t a l k a b o u t  s p r e a d i n g o u t  and g e t t i n g 

i n t e g r a t e d but  we h a v e g a t h e r ed h e r e b ec a u s e o f  t he h o u s i n g s h o r t a g e 

and t h e l a n d l o r d s a r e no t  t o o w i l l i n g t o t ak e us b ec a u s e t hey h av e 

d i r t y , a u s p i c i o u s mi n d s . Mo s t  o f  t he U i s e i  i n t h i s ho us e a r e f r o m 

o ur  home t own bac k i n C a l i f o r n i a . r f e wer e a l l  t h r o wn t o get her  i n 

t he same b l o c k i n Bo s t o n s o t h a t ' s ho w we go t  t o k no w eac h o t h e r  

p r e t t y we l l . We k e p t  up t he c o n t a c t s a f t e r wa r d s . T h e r e ar e 9 or  

10 l i v i n g h e r e who came f r o m o ur  b l o c k i n P o s t o n . I  d o n ' t  k no w ho w 

man  ̂ o t h er  N i s e i  a r e l i v i n g h e r e . T h e r e i s a wh o l e h o u s e f u l  o f  t hem 

l i v i n<? h e r e but  1 d o n ' t  k no w t hem. Why s ho u l d I  go ar o und and f i n d 

o u t  abo ut  t hem? T h e r e ' s a f a mi l y on t h i s f l o o r  who i s f r o m our  c amp 

t o o . The man wa s a good f r i e n d o f  my b r o t h e r ' s and t h a t ' s h o w he 

h ap p en ed t o come h e r e . Mo s t  o f  t he y o u n g o nes a r e wo r k i n g i n d i f f -

e r en t  p l a n t s bu t  t hey s eem t o be c o n t e n t e d but  I  k no w t hey a r e n o t . 

They g e t  s o r e s t l e s s and t hey d o n ' t  k no w wh a t  t o do s o met i mes . He 

j u s t  get  t o g e t h e r  and g r i p e l i k e a l l  t h e r e s t  o f  t h e N i s e i  do . Some 

o f  t he f e l l o ws wo r k at  n i g h t  and s l e e p a l l  day so I  nev er  s ee t hem. 

" 1 d o n ' t  t h i n k t h a t  t h e f e l l o ws i n t h i s h o u s e r un ar o und t oo 

much as t hey hav e t h e i r  own f r i e n d s h e r e and t hey b eh a v e t h e ms e l v e s 

p r e t t y we l l . They a r e no t  as wi l d as some o f  t he N i s e i  I ' v e h ear d 

o f . E u t  t hey a r e no t  a n g e l s e i t h e r . T her e us ed t o be q u i t e a f ew 

mo r e f e l l o ws l i v i n g h e r e but  t hey a l l  wen t  b a c k t o camp when t hey 

s t a r t e d t o g e t  c a l l e d f o r  t h e d r a f t . \  

" A l l  o f  us l i v i n r  i n t h i s b u i l d i n g t h i n k t hat  t he ap a r t men t  

r e n t s we ar e c har ged aJ B r̂ nuch t oo h i g h , ŷ r oom- mat es and I  pay § 48 

a mont h f o r  a c r ummy S- r oom a p a r t me n t  and we c an h a r d l y mo v e ar o und 
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i l ! i t . The l a n d l a d y i s s l o w abo u t  f u r n i s h i n g us eno u gh t h i n g s t o 

mak e our  apar t ment  h a l f  way c o mf o r t a b l e . She d o e s n ' t  ev en p r o v i d e 

c l e a n l i n e n s f o r  u s . I t ' s a bed bug i n f e c t e d p l ac e and I  h a t e i t , 

bu t  «t hat  c an we GO abo u t  i t  when t h e r e i s no o t h er  p l ac e f o r  u s t o 

move t o . Any p l a c e we °- o, we ' d h av e t o move i n wi  t h t he t ed bugs 

bec au s e t h a t ' s a l l  t he h o u s i n g wh i c h ar e o f f e r e d t o us and we hav e 

t o pi  y muc h mor e f o r  i t  t han o t her  p e o p l e . The l a n d l o r d d o e s n ' t  

l i k e i t  when we gr umbl e and he j u s t  t h i n k s one wa y . He c o mp l a i n s 

t hat  h i s ex p en s es a r e h i g h t oo and h e i s n ' t  w i l l i n g t o i mpr o v e t he 

p l a c e f o r  us ev en t ho ugh we k now we pay abo v e OPA p r i c e s . He mak es 

o f f  t hat  he d o e s n ' t  u n der s t an d us and we c a n ' t  do a n y t h i n g d r a s t i c 

abo ut  i t  c ec aus e we hav e no o t her  c h o i c e . V*e a r e t r ap p ed j u s t  l i k e 

r a t s . I  d o n ' t  k now how muc h l o n g e r  we ' l l  be st eyi ne-  h e r e bu t  I  

h a v e n ' t  made any p l a n s f o r  mo v i n g , I  d o n ' t  f e e l  l i k e mo v i np * f t e r  

g e t t i n g i n t o t h i s p l a c e b e c a u s e i t  w i l l  be t oo har d t o f i n d ano t h er  

p l a c e . And i f  we do mo v e, t he p l a d e wo u l d p r o bab l y be j u s t  a s bad 

as t h i s . <*e wo ul d j u s t  hav e t o t ak e i t . 

"My r oom- mat es and I  d o n ' t  g e t  i n t o ea c h o t h e r ' s way as we a l l  

go o f f  t o wo r k . ^I f  i t  we r e n ' t  f o r  t h a t , we woul d d r i v e eac h o t h er  

c r a z y . «e hs v e t o l i v e t o g e t h e r  i n o r der  t o manage on our  s mal l  

s a l a r i e s . The a p a r t men t s o ut  h e r e come at  a h i g h p r i c e so we c a n ' t  

be t o o c ho o s ey euen t h o ugh we woul d l i k e mor e p i i v a e y . Go d , i t ' s 

muc h wo r s e t h an camp h e r e b e c a u s e I  t h i n k he had mor e s pac e i n Q 

c amp. I  d o n ' t  even s i t  i n t h e upho l d s t e r ed f u r n i t u r e h er e bec au s e 

i t  i s a l l  f i l l e d wi t h b e d b u g s . On c e ' i n a wh i l e t he l a n d l o r d c omes 

ar o und t o s p r ay bu t  i t  d o e s n ' t  do muc h p o o d . I t ' s t e r r i b l e d u r i n p 

t he h o t  weat h er  and I  d o n ' t  t h i n k I ' l l  b e a b l e t o s t and i t  nex t  

summer  i f  I  am s t i l l  h e r e . \  

"So me o f  t he I î eei  t h i n k t h a t  t hey w i l l  be be t t e r  o f f  i f  t hey 
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go t o an o t h er  c i t y so t hey move a r o u n d . I  t h i n k t hey a r e o nl y 

f o o l i n g t h ems e l v es . t i e wo u l d hav e t h e same p r o b l ems i n any c i t y 

t h at  we went  t o s o we mi g h t  as we l l  c o n f o r m t o t h e wa y s o f  l i v i n g 

wh i c h i s f o r c ed upo n u s . A l l  t h a t  t a l k abo u t  t h e h i g h s t a n d a r d s 

o f  l i v i n g i n t h i s c o unt r y i s n o t  f o r  u s . I  d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  I  am a 

r e a l  p a r t  o f  C h i c a g o , but  I  wo u l d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  I  wa s s e t t l e d i n any 

p l a c e t h at  X wen t  t o . T i me i s t h e o n l y t h i n g t hat  w i l l  t e l l  whe-

t her  X w i l l  r e ma i n h e r e p er man et l y o r  n o t . 

" I  c e r t a i n l y wo u l d n ' t  t e l l  o t h e r s t o come o u t  o f  camp and r e-

s e t t l e o u t  h e r e . �¿�'hat  wo u l d be p u n i s h i n g t hem t o o muc h . I  l i v e a 

v er y d u l l  and r o u t i n e l i f e and i t ' s no b e t t e r  or  no wo r s e t h an t h a t  

o f  t he ma j o i i t y o f  o t her  XJ i s e i . I  am k ep t  bus y i n my l e i s u r e i o u r s 

d o i n g my l a u n d r y and wa s h i n g . I ' m n o t  a b l e t o s a v e a s i n g l e c en t  

as mo s t  o f  my s a l a r y p- oes i n t o r e n t  and f o o d . I ' m j u s t  e x i s t i n g . . 
% 

I  s t a r t  o u t  on Su n d a y wi t h h i g h h o p es t hat  t he new week wi l l  be 

b e t t e r , bu t  by Wednes day a l l  o f  my h o p e s h r v e d e c l i n e d t o a l o w 

h o p e and X k n o w t hat  i t  i s u s e l e s s . 

" I  d o n ' l  hav e any s e t  r o u t i n e o f  l i v i n p . r i g h t  no w b ec a u s e I  

want  t o l e a v e a l i t t l e av enue o f  e s c a p e . Onc e i n a wh i l e W6 go t o 

a show do wnt o wn L Ut  we c a n ' t  r f f o r d t he 95  ̂ a d mi s s i o n p r i c e v er y 

o f t e n . I  d o n ' t  do a n y t h i n g s p e c i a l  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l t h o I  t r y t o 

do a l i t t l e l i g h t  r e a d i n g o nc e i n a wh i l e I  nev er  s eem t o hav e 

much t i me t o r ead a n y t h i n g b e s i d e s t he n e ws p a p e r s t h o u gh . Our  

f r i e n d s ar e a l wa y s d r o p p i n g o v er  and t hey s t ay u n t i l  i t  i s t i me t o 

go ho me. T h e r e ' s n o t h i n p r o s y abo u t  my l i f e h e r e *nd i t  i s n ' t  

c h e e r f u l  t o hpv e f r i e n d s a r o und b ec au s e t h e i r  p r e s e n c e mak es us 

t h i n k abo u t  how bad o f f  we a r e and t hen we f e e l  g r i p ed abo ut  ev er y -

t h i np a l l  o v er  a g a i n , ^o s t  o f  t he t i me i t ' s p r e t t y c a l m and d u l l  

ar o und h e r e and n o t h i n g e x c i t i n g h as h ap p ened i n my l i f e s i n c e I  



l e f t  c amp . I  d o n ' t  k no w wh a t  c o u l d h a p p en t o make oui  l i v e s any 

f u l l e r . T her e a r e c e r t a i n p r o b l ems t h a t  a r e no t  g o i n g t o be s o l F Bd 

o v e r n i g h t . 

n m o e t  o f  my f r i e n d s a r e y o u n g s t e r s i :nd I  f e e l  a b o u t  t wi c e as 

o l d as t hey a r e . They a r e a l l  c h i l d r e n o f  f ami l y f r i e n d s . We j u s t  

s pend t he t i me t a l k i n g b u t  I ' m no t  a r e a l  p a r t  o f  t he g r o u p . I  

d o n ' t  b e l o n g t o any g r o u p s o u t  h e r e . I  g- et  n o t i c e s t o PO t o t he 

J ACL me e t i n g wh i c h a r c s t a r t i n g o u t  h e r e , bu t  i t 's ? g e t t i n g c o l d e r  

s o I  d o n ' t  P O. I  d o n ' t  f ee l  t h a t  i t  woul d be wo r t h my t i me t o po 

o u t  i n t o t he c o l d wea t h er  and r i s k c a t c h i n g a c o l d f o r  any k i nd o f  

a me e t i n p . I  d o n ' t  h av e any a t t i t u d e s on t he J ACL at  a l l . T he 

J a p a n e s e p eo p l e ar e t oo p e t t y and t hey ar e no t  b i g eno ugh t o s ee 

t he po al  ahead o f  t h em. T h a t ' s why t hey a l l  b l ame t he J ACL f o r  

e v e r y t h i n g t h at  h a p p e n s . I  d o n ' t  b l ame i t  a t  a l l . 

" I  mi gh t  as we l l  t e l l  y ou t h a t  my s i s t e r  i s mar r i ed t o V r . 

I Ci do . The J ACL i s h i s net  and h e ' s r e a l l y wo r k i n g h i s h e a r t  out  

f o r  t he N i s e i  c ut  h e g e t s b l amed f o r  e v e r y t h i n g and t h a t  r e a l l y 

mak es me a n g r y . I  nev er  t e l l  p e o p l e t h a t  I  am r e l a t e d t o h i m be-

c a u s e t hey a r e a l l  a g a i n s t  t he J A C L . I  k no w t hat  n o t h i n g s hady was 

do ne by r . x î ao ev en t ho ugh he was ac c us ed o f  s t e a l i n g mo n ey . I  

d o n ' t  h av e any p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t  at  a l l  so I  r e a l l y d o n ' t  c a r e . 

I  c an t i k e t he J ACI  o r  l e a v e i t . I  j u s t  d o n ' t  l i k e t o s e e d i r t y 

l i e s p as s ed ar o und abo u t  my b r o t h e r - i n - l a w t h o u g h . I  t h i n k he 

s ho u l d wak e up o ne o f  t h es e day s and r e a l i z e t hat  i t f s no t  us e 

t r y i n g t o h e l p t h e J a p a n e s e o ut  bec au s e t hey wo n ' t  a p p r e c i a t e i t . 

mi gh t  as we l l  wo r k f o r  h i s f a mi l y and no t  wo r r y abo ut  t he r es t  

o f  t hem b ec : u s e t h e} d o n ' t  wan t  h i m t o h e l p out  i n t h e f i r s t  p l a c e . 

They s t i l l  p as s ar o und r umo r s ar o und abo u t  ¿¿r . i Ci do and 1 k no w t h at  

t hey e r e a bunc h o f  l i e s . I  d o n ' t  l i k e my f a mi l y name dr agged i n 
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t he mud. T h a t ' s t he o n l y r eas o n why I  ee t  a n g r y . I  d o n ' t  k no w 

en o u g h s t o u t  t he J A C I  t o def end i t . I f  t hey h av e a pood c a u s e 

t h a t ' s okay by me . I ' m n o t  i n t e r e s t e d i n d o i n p a n y t h i n r  a c t i v e 

my s e l f  b ec au s e I  h s v e eno ugh p r o b l ems o f  my o- - n t o wo r r y a b o u t . I  

d o n ' t  want  y o u t o ev er  t e l l  any o ne t h a t  my s i s t e r  i ? mar r i ed t o 

Mr . K i d o . 

T he J  ¿.CI  h e r e i s t r y i n ? t o s t a r t  uo some s o i t  o f  a d o b but  I  

d o n ' t  t h i n k t hey h av e many member s r i ^h t  now b e c a u s e t he p eo u l e 

a i e n ' t  i n t e r e s t e d i n i t . They d o n ' t  t r u s t  t he ¿ ACL any mo r e b e c a u s e 

so many r umo i s went  a i o u n d . I  t h i n k t h e mos t  i mp o r t an t  t hi np- s now 

f o r  t he N i s e i  i s a s o c i a l  g a t h e r i n g p l a c e wh e r e t hey c an come t o-

p- et her  and f o r  ere t  t h e h a r d s h i p s o f  d a i l y l i v i n r  f o r  a wh i l e . I t  

d o e s n ' t  hav e t o be ex ac t l y a c l u b bu t  t h er e s ho u l d be a p i c e f o r  

t hem t o meet  so t hey wo u l d n ' t  be s o r e s t l e s s . I  d o n ' t  t h i n k t he 

c h u r c h e s o u t  h e r e ar e a p p r o a c h i n g i t  r i s r ht . They c a n ' t  t h r o w a l l  

t h e J a p a n e s e o u t  h i r e wi t h t he C a u c a s i a n s and t h i n k t hat  t h i s i s 

p o i n g t o mak e ev er y bo dy h a p p y . Mo s t  o f  t he N i s e i  a r e B u d d h i s t  or  

n o n - r e l i g i o u s s o t h at  c h u r c h es o u t  h ex e o a n ' t  t ak e c a r e o f  a l l  o f  

t hem. The ¿ »i s e i  wo n ' t  r o out  o f  t h e i r  way t o a t t e n d c hu i c i  j u s t  

t o l i s t e n t o l e c t u r e s . They wo u l d r a t h er  PO b o l̂ i n p or  t o a s h o w. 

I t ' s d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t hem t o mak e a d j u s t me n t s b e c a u s e s o c i a l  oppo r -

t u n i t i e s a r e n o t  o pen t o t hem. I  d o n ' t  ¿ no w t oo muc h nbo ut  what  

y o ung p eo p l e ar e do i nf ? h e i e bu t  I  h a v e h ear d o l en t y o f  s t o r i e s 

t h at  t hey ar e po i  g wi l d but  ± d o n ' t  b l ame t hem a l l . I t ' s t h e 

f a u l t  o f  t he AHA f o r  put t i ns r  t hem i n t o s uc h a p o s i t i o n and a l l o wi n g 

t hem t o r i n k or  s wi m. T he '«HA o ugh t  t o k no w b e t t e r  t han t h a t . 

"So met i mes I  t h i n k t h a t  t he WRA i s t r y i n g t o do t h e b e s t  i t  

c an wi t h i n i t s l i mi t s but  i t  c e r t a i n l y h as been - l ui t e a mes s . I t  

s h o u l d a t t emp t  t o pet  t he N i s e i  i n t o mor e p er manen t  j o bs wher e t hey 
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w i l l  h a v e a b e t t e r  c h a n c e t o g e t  p r o mo t i o n s . T he WBA j u s t  p us h ed 

t hem i n t o a l l  o f  t h e l e f t o v e r  j o b s r i g h t  n o w. Some® o f  t he U i s e i  

a r e ma k i n g go o d wages now t u t  t h e r e V n o t h i n g p e r man en t  i n any o f  

t h e i r  wo r k . I  j u s t  d o n ' t  t h i n k abo u t  t he WEA an y mo r e b e c a u s e i t ' s 

no us e a s k i n g t hem t o h e l p y o u . I  j u s t  dep en d on my s e l f  n o w. I  

k n o w .hat  I  h a v e a so i t  o f  n as t y t emper  so I  we n t  t o t h e .»£A and 

t o l d t hem t h a t  t h e S h o t we l l  C o . d i d n ' t  g i v e me any s l i p s t o s ho w 

t h e d e d u c t i o n o f  i nc o me t a x e s . I  a s k ed t he WRA why t hey d i d n ' t  s en d 

s o meo ne t o i n v e s t i g a t e t he j o b s we wer e s e n t  t o , out  t hey s a i d t h ey  ̂

d i d n ' t  h a v e t he t l $e . I  j u s t  t o l d t hem o f f  end I  d i d n ' t  wa s t e any 

mo r e t i n e i n a r g u i n g . I  g u e s s t hey d o n ' t  l i k e me d o n̂ t h e r e be-

c a u s e I  d i d n ' t  a c t  t i mi d l i k e t hey e x p e c t e d me t o , 

" I  t h i n k t h e ' . HBA s h o u l d g i ^e t he r e s e t t l e r s mor e t h a n £ £ 5 wh en 

t hey f i r s t  come o u t  o f  c amp . I t  t a k e s 3 l o n g t i me t o g e t  s d e c e n t  

j o b o u t  h e r e . T he wh i t e e mp l o y e r s w o n ' t  t ak e us o n o ur  own me r i t s . 

They w i l l  ei &f e g i v e t he J a p a n e s e t h e d o t t i e s t  j o b s and t h e n t h ey 

wo n ' t  g i v e us a c h a n c e t o wo r k up f r o m t h e r e . T he WBA s h o u l d mak e 

mor e o f  a n a t t e mp t  t o g e t  d e c e n t  j o b s wh en we c ome o u t  o f  camp oe-

c au s e we c a n ' t  mak e en ds meet  on t h e l o w p a c i n g j o t s t hat  we a r e 

s e n t  t o . T h e WE A s h o u l d g i v e at  l e a s t  £f> >0 f o r  eac h member  o f  t h e 

f a mi l y t o r e s e t t l e . «e gav e up p l e n t y wh en we l e f t  t he c o a s t  and 

we n eed s o me t h i n g t o get  a s t a r t  w i t h . T i e b e g i n n i n g e x p e n s e s o u t  

h e r e a r e h e a v y . I t  wo u l d c o s t  a f a mi l y a f o r t u n e t o g e t  e s t a b l i s h e d 

i n a s i mp l e way when t h ey f i r s t  c ome o ut  h e r e . T hey h av e t o buy 

e v e r y t h i n g f r o m i r o n , c i n n e r wa r e , c l o c k s , t o we l s , e t c . A f a mi l y 

wi t h c h i l d r e n j u s t  c a n ' t  g e t  op on a h u s b a n d ' s a v i a r y o ut  h e r e . 

B o t h t he h u s b a n d and t he wi f e w i l l  h a v e t o wo r k and i t  w i l l  be h a r d 

a t  t h a t . No ne o f  u s c a n r e p l a c e t he t h i n g s we s o l d o r  l e f t  b e h i n d 

on t he c o a s t . We mi g h t  h o v e g o t t e n a f a i r  r . r i c e f o r  t h i n g s l i k e 



i r o n s end r e f r i g e r a t o r s b u t  we J us t  c a n ' t  r e p l a c e any o f  t h o s e 

t h i n g s no w. T h a t ' s what  h ep p en ed t o e v e r y t h i n g we owned s o our  

l o s s f r om e v a c u a t i o n was ev en mo r e e x p e n s i v e t han we t h i n k , f x d a n i l  

" I  d o n ' t  k no w wh a t  t ho s e p e o p l e i n camp wi l l  do as t hey pet  

o l d e i . I t  w i l l  b e muc h mo r e d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t hem t o mak e any a d j u s t -

ment s o u t  h e r e . I t  w i l l  be j u s t  l i k e t h e t fBA t o s u dden l y k i c k t hem 

o u t  o f  camp one o f  t h es e f i n e day s and e x p e c t  t hem t o so out  on 

t h e i r  o wn. T h e r e w i l l  be a r e v o l u t i o n i n c amp i f  t ha t  day ev er  

c omes b e c a u s e t he J a p a n e s e c an t a k e o n l y s o muc h and t hen t hey w i l l  

r e f u s e t o be k i c k e d a r o u n d a n y mo r e . 

" I t  wo n ' t  be h a r d f o r  t ho s e I s s e i  who hav e o l d e r  c h i l d r e n o u t . 

A t  T o paz some o f  t he f a mi l i e s f r o m o ur  b l o c k r e s e t t l e d I n f a r mi n g 

b ec au s e t h e r e wer e Z s o ns t o h e l p do t he wo r k . One f ami l y wi t h 

o l d e r  s o n s wen t  t o F i n n e s o t a t o do f ar m i n p . Bu t  v er y f ew o f  t he 

o l d f o l k s c an go o u t  l i k e t h i s . They c o u l d n ' t  mak e a po o f  i t  

wi t h o u t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n , I  d o n ' t  k no w t oo many o f  t h e T o paz p eo p l e 

but  I  t h i n k t h e i r  p r o b l ems ar e t he s ame ar  t ho s e f o r  t he P o s t o n 

o n e s , I  k no w t hat  v er y f ew o f  my ho met o wn f r i e n d s who wer e our  

b l o c k n e i g h b o r s at  P o s t o n hav e r e s e t t l e d . Our  o l d f a mi l y f r i e n d s 

a t  B o s t o n j u s t  d o n ' t  a l l o w t he y o u n g g i r l s t o come o u t  as t hey a r e 

t oo s t r i c t . I  d o n ' t  k no w what  i s pei ne-  t o h ap p en t o a l l  o f  t h o s e 

y o unp g i r l s i n c amp as t hey a r e g e t t i n g p r e t t y d e s p e r a t e . I  t h i n k 

t h at  i t  mi r h t  ev en c a u s e some o f  t ho s e f a mi l i e s t o b r e a k u p . T h e r e 

i s no t  a s i n g l e f ami l y f r o m our  B o s t o n b l o c k who has r e s e t t l e d . A 

l o t  o f  t he o l der  s onr  and d a u g h t e r s h av e go ne out  t u t  t hey h a v e n ' t  

s en t  f o r  t h e i r  p a r e n t s y e t  b e c a u s e t h ey c o u l d n ' t  s u p p o r t  t hem on 

t he o u t s i d e . By t he t i me A went  t o T o pez i n Ma r c h , 1944 t o r e j o i n 

t he member s Of  my f a mi y , we wer e a l r e a d y s p l i t  up and we r e a l l y h a v e 

been s c a t t e r e d s i n c e . 
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"T h e war  f e e l i n g d o e s n ' t  e f f e c t  me v er y muc h o ut  her e bec au s e 

we nev er  t a l k a b o u t  i t . I  r e a l l y d o n ' t  k now how I  r ea l l y f e e l  abo ut  

t he war  b e c a u s e I  d i s l i k e i t . I  d o n ' t  t h i n k i t ' s * a wax f o r  demo-

c r ac y at  a l l . I t ' s a r a c e war  and i f  J ap an we r e t r e a t e d j u s t  l i k e 

we wer e t hen may be s he was r i r - ht . The wh i t e n a t i o n s h av e b e e n t r y -

i n g k i c k J ap an ar o und and s he c o u l d n ' t  s t and i t  any mo r e . L o o k a t  

what  t he h a k o j i n ' d i d t o us i n C a l i f o r n i a ? They d i s c r i mi n a t e d ag-

a i n s t  UF j u s t  b ec a u s e t hey want ed our  p r o p e r t y . The:, d i d n ' t  want  

t o g i v e us a c hanc e t o r a i s e our  s t an d a r d o f  l i v i n g and we had t o 

f i g h t  ev er y i n c h o f  t he way t o come u p . I  t h i n k t h a t ' s t he v.ay 

wi t h J a p a n . I  c a n ' t  sec-  f i g h t i n g f o r  demo c r ac y when E n g l an d and 

t he U . S . want  t o pus h J ap an down and d o n ' t  î v e her  a c h a n c e . I  

d o n ' t  t h i n k t o o much a b o u t  a l l  t h i s war  b u s i n e s s bec au s e I  â n t  t o 

l i v e my own l i f e . I  c a n ' t  do ê r y muc h f o r  t he war  ver y muc h my-

s e l f  ev en t h o u gh I  do f e e l  1 s ho u l d s u p p o r t  i t  mo r e. The o n l y 

r e a s o n why I  c o s u p p o r t  i t  i s t h a t  my b r o t h e r s a r e r i s k i n g t h e i r  

l i v e s . 1 c a n ' t  go a r o u n d c uy i ng war  bo nds on my v 80 s a l a r . , . My 

c a r f a r e and me d i c i n e t a k e s c a r e o f  a l l  my s p ar e c a s h . .1 c a n ' t  ev en 

p u t  a d o l l a r  i n t he bank t o s a v e . Why s ho u l d I  f e e l  l i k e a happy 

and f r e e c i t i z e n when I  k no w t hat  I  am a c t u a l l y a s l a v e . I  ¿ us t  

hav e t o go on bec aus e t her e i s no o t her  way I  c an t u r n . T h a t ' s why 

I  d o n ' t  f e e l  I  h av e a d e f i n i t e s t ak e i n t he wa r . 

" T h a t ' s my p h i l o s o p h y o f  l i f e i n g e n e r a l . I  d o n ' t  k now or  

c a r e who wi n s t he wau . I  d o n ' t  c er e who wi n s t he wa r . I  t ak e i t  

bac k , I  do hav e a s t a k e i n t he war  and t h a t ' ? my b r o t h e r s 1 l i v e s . 

I f  t hey get  k i l l e d t h e y ' l l  be p a y i n g a h i g h p r i c e f o r  n o t h i n g . 

T h a t ' s what  mak es me b i t t e r . Do y ou t h i n k t h a t  i f  my b r o t h e r s o- ot  

k i l l e d t hat  t he hak u j ' i n a r e go i n/? t o l e s s e n t he d i s c r i mi n a t i o n ag-

a i n s t  us ? Onl y -  f o o l i s h p e r s o n woul d b e l i e v e a n y t h i n r  l i k e t h a t . 
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I  r ead i n t h e p ap er  abo u t  t h e N i s e i  s o l d i e r  who go t  k i c k ed o u t  o f  

t he b a r t e r  s h o p i n A r i z o n a . J u s t  t h i n k how muc h wo r s t  i t ' s g o i n g 

t o be f o r  a l l  o f  us wh en t h e N i s e i  bo y s t ak e o f f  t h e i r  U . S . uni -

f o r ms and p e o p l e w i l l  j u d g e t hem j u s t  by t h e i r  J a p a n e s e f a c e . A l o t  

o f  t he N i s e i  f e l l o ws h o p e t h a t  t h i n g s w i l l  be b e t t e r  a f t e r  t he war  

end t h a t ' s why t hey a r e w i l l i n g t o f i g h t . B u t  I ' m p as t  t h e ag e o f  

d r e a mi n g . 

"Mo s t  o f  t h e N i s e i  s o l d i e r s who e r e w i l l i n g t o t a l k a b o u t  i t  

t e l l  me t h a t  t hey f ee l  t h a t  t hey wo n ' t  r e t  e q u a l  r i g h t s when t hey 

c ome bac k so t h a t ' s why t h ey a r e no t  so happy a b o u t  b e i n g s e n t  t o 

t h e f r o n t  l i n e s t o f i g h t . T h e y ' r e t e t t e r  s o l d i e r s t e c a u s e t hey h av e 

mo r e por t s t han a l o t  o f  t h e C a u c a s i a n we a k l i n g s t h ey ar e d r a f t i n g 

no w. I  j u s t  c a n ' t  c o n v i n c e my s e l f  t h a t  t h e r e i s a r e a l  mean i n g t o 

demo c r ac y f o r  any o f  us J a p a n e s e . The c i t i z e n s h i p p a p e r s r e a l l y 

d o n ' t  mean v e r y muc h . I ' d s t i l l  b e wo r k i n ? *or  ! 8 0 a mont h ev en i f  

I  d i d n ' t  h a v e t h e c i t i z e n s h i p p a p e r s . When I  was younp- er , I  was 

f i l l e d mo r e wi t h i d e a l i s m and I  r e a l l y t h o u gh t  t hat  demo c r ac y was 

s o met h i n g f o r  u s . I  c e r t a i n l y was f o o l e a . 

"T h e r e was n o t h i n g e v e n t f u l  a t o u t  my e a r l y l i f e . I  j u s t  l i v e d 

an o r d i n a r y ^i s e i  g i r l ' s l i f e , tie had q u i t e a s t r o n g f a mi l y bond 

i n t h o s e day s and we a l was y t r i e d t o h e l p eac h o t her  o u t . My dc d 

l i k e d a d v e n t u r e so t h a t ' s why h e came t o - t h i s c o u n t r y wi t h h i s wi f e 

and my o l d e s t  b r o t h e r . He was f i l l e d wi t h i d e a l i s m a t o u t  t h i s c oun-

t r y t oo t u t  he l e a r n e d t h at  i t  was a l l  f a l s e p r o p agan da b e f o r e 1924 

t u t  he s t i l l  had h o p e s f o r  h i s c h i l d r e n bec au s e we ê r e c i t i z e n s . 

Be f e l t  t h a t  we had a new wo r l d t o c o n q u e r . I  gues s my f ami l y d i d 

do p r e t t y we l l  i n s p i t e o f  t he o b s t a c l e s but  I  s eem t o oe mo r e l i k e 

t he a v e r a g e N i s e i  who a o e s n ' t  g e t  v er y f a r  t e c a u s e we d o n ' t  r e t  t he 

br  e a k s . 
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"T h e o n l y r e a s o n t h a t  my f a t h e r  was t h o r o u gh l y s a t i s f i e d wi t h 

Amer i c a was b e c a u s e o f  t h e p r o g r e s s o f  h i s c h i l d r e n . I t  l o o k ed 

l i k e h i s s o ns and d a u g h t e r s c o u l d h av e h o p es f o r  t he f u t u r e b e f o r e 

t he wa r . My dad k new t hat  he c o u l d nev er  r e a l i z e h i s a mb i t i o n . He 

wo r k ed f o r  o t her  p e o p l e f o r  a wh i l e and he j u s t  wa s n ' t  s e t t i n g any 

p l a c e . F i n a l l y h e s t a r t ed h i s own r e s t a u r a n t  b ec a u s e t hat  was t he 

o n l y way he c o u l d De f a i r l y i n d e p e n d e n t . 

"We wer e j u s t  l i k e any o t h er  J a p a n e s e f a mi l y ev en t h o u g h t  my 

f a t h e r  made a l l  o f  t h e d e c i s i o n s f o r  u s . He was wi s e r  i n h i s way s 

and he want ed t o h e l p us f r o m g e t t i n g h u r t . As we g r e w o l der  we 

L agan t o k no w our  o wn mi n ds and we d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e i n a l o t  o f  t he 

J a p a n e s e way s t h a t  our  p a r e n t s wan t ed us t o f o l l o w . We began t o 

make a l l  o f  t he d e c i s i o n s f o r  o u r s e l v e s . Bu t  we r e s p e c t e d our  

mo t h er  j u s t  a s much as o ur  f a t h e r  b e c a u s e s he had a f i n e c h a r a c t e r  

a l s o . Our  p a r e n t s n ev e r  f o r c e d u s t o do a n y t h i n g , ev en s o i n g t o a 

J a p a n e s e s c h o o l . T her e wer e 6 o f  us i n t he f a mi l y and we a l l  went  

our  own wa y . T h e r e wa s n ' t  v er y muc h t o my c h i l d h o o d d a y s . I  p u es s 

I  was a t y p i c a l  U i s e i  g i r l . My p a r e n t s wer e s t r i c t  i n t h e i r  way s 

o u t  t hey d i d n ' t  f o r c e v er y much o f  t he J a p a n e s e c u l t u r e on us be-

c a u s e t h er e wa s n ' t  t he t i me . T her e we r e n ' t  many J a p a n e s e i n t he 

n e i g h b o r h o o d t o f o r m a J a p a n e s e s c h o o l  wh i c h want  on a r e g u l a r  

s c h e d u l e . I  g u e s s t h a t ' s why we d i d n ' t  hav e t o o b s e r v e as many o f  

t he J a p a n e s e c u s t o ms as t hey d i d i n t h e l a r g e r  J a p a n e s e c o mmu n i t i e s . 

Mo s t  o f  t he t i me my p a r e n t s wer e t o o bus y maki np-  a l i v i n g f o r  t h e 

c h i l d r e n ana t h a t ' s ho w i t  was wi t h a l l  o f  t he r e s t  o f  t h e J a p a n e s e 

f a mi l i e s who l i v e d a r o u n d . 

"A b o u t  10 o r  15 y e a r s a ? o I  t o o k o v er  t he management  o f  t h e 

r e s t a u r a n t  by my s e l f  and my p a r e n t s l e t  me do a l l  o f  t he b u s i n e s s 

t r a n s a c t i o n s . We a l l  h e l p e d o u t  i n t h e wo r k t h a t  had t o be d o n e . 
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I t  was a v er y r o u t i n e j ot , i n t he r e s t a u r a n t . I  j u s t  wo r k ed t h er e 

a l l  t ho s e y e a r s b e f o r e e v a c u a t i o n . I  had t o d e v e l o p a s har p t o ngue 

b e c a u s e we s er v ed t h e p o o r e r  c l a s s o f  p eo p l e ana t hey wer e mo s t l y 

men . I  nev er  go t  ma r r i e d b e c a u s e I  was t oo b u s y . I  g u es s I  t h o u gh t  

I  was t oo pood f o r  t he f e l l o ws . My t o n gu e was t oo s h a r p t  f o r  t hem 

and t hey n ev er  c ame ar o und an y mo r e . I  d i d n ' t  f e e l  I  was mi s s i n g out  

o n a n y t h i n g b ec a u s e I  was t oo b u s y . 

My dad t o o k i n a 9 y ea r  ol d. o r p h an a b o u t  1£ y e a r s ap o and t h i s 

boy p- rew up as a member  o f  o ur  f a mi l y . T hat  j u s t  made one e x t r a 

mout h t o f e e d . I  wo r k ed h ar d i n t h a t  r e s t a u r a n t  bu t  I  d i d n ' t  mi nd 

i t  bec aus e we f e l t  p r e t t y s e c u r e . My b r o t h e r s had a mo i t i o n s o f  

t h e i r  own ano t hey wer e t b l e t o get  t r h o u g h wi t h c o l l e g e t r a i n i n g 

wi t h my d a d ' s h e l p . % p a r e n t s wer e w i l l i n g t o s a c r i f i c e t o h e l p 

t he s o ns r e a l i z e t h e i r  a mb i t i o n s . E v e n t u a l l y my o l d e s t  b r o t h e r  

bec ame a do c t o r  bu t  h e d i d n ' t  c ome home t o p r a c t i c e b ec a u s e t h er e 

we r e n ' t  en o u s h J a p a n e s e a r o u n d . He wen t  t o an o t h er  c o mmun i t y . My 

o l d e s t  s i s t e r  go t  o ut  o f  J . C . an d s he go t  ma r r i e d . A n o t h e r  b r o t h er  

went  i n t o d e n t i s t r y «no p r a c t i c e d f o r  h i ms e l f . He i s i n t h e Ar my 

n o w, 

dad d i d n ' t  t r y t o oush any o f  us a l o n g as he want ed us t o 

l i v e our  own i n d e p e n d e n t  l i v e s . He was v er y a mb i t i o u s f o r  a l l  o f  

us end I  gu es s we e l l  po t  t h a t  f e e l i n p f r o m h i m. I t  was mor e i m-

p o r t a n t  f o r  t he s o ns i n t he f ami l y t o h av e c a r e e r s . I t  j u s t  f e l l  

on me t o t ak e o v er  t he r e s t a u r a n t  a f t e r  I  pot  o ut  o f  s c h o o l  b e c a u s e 

I  wa s t he o l d e s t  one l e f t . I  wen t  t h r o ugh h i g h s c h o o l  and J . C . but  

I  d i a n ' t  l e a r n a n y o h i n p . E d u c a t i o n d i d n ' t  do me any e a r t h l y go o d 

as f a r  a s ± c an s e e . I t  d i d n ' t  h e l p me t o r un t h e r e s t a u r a n t  any 

b e t t e r  b e c a u s e i t  t o o k common s e n s e . May o e I  mi s s ed out  but  i t ' s 

t o o l a t e t o c o n t i n u e my e d u c a t i o n a s I  am a l r e a d y s e t  I n my wa y s . 
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"T h e r e wer e o nl y abo u t  50 J a p a n e s e f a mi l i e s l i v i n ? i n o ur  v i -

c i n i t y , [ My Mot her  was a f a i r l y s t r i c t  C h r i s t i a n and h e us ed t o s ay 

p x ac e a t  t he t a b l e . <Cl  b e l i e v e i n a God but  t h a t ' s a b o u t  t he o nl y 

t h i n ? I  r e l i e v e ' i n no w. I t ' s t he o n l y t hi ns-  I  h av e l e f t  t o hang on 

t o but  I  d o n ' t  t h i n k t h a t  God c an h e l p me o u t  now bec au s e I ' m 

r e a l l y i n e p i c k l e and I  k no w i t . I ' m no t  l i v i n p a happy l i f e now 

ana t h a t ' s a l l  I  a s k . I  t h o u r h t  r e l i g i o u s wo u l d p i v e i t  t o u s but  

I ' m n o t  s u r e , ôd k no ws ± went  t o c h u r c h I o n ? er i ouph^7 Du r i n g t he 

t i me I  was g r o wi n g up I  we n t  t o c h u r c h r e g u l a r l y . Ky p a r e n t s ' 

a t t i t u d e t o war d r e l i g i o n s was t h a t  a l l  o f  us s h o u l d be a t r u e f o l -

l o wer  o f  @o d . Mo s t  o f  t h e f a mi l i e s i n our  c ommuni t y wer e C h r i s t i a n . 

"We had a s o r t  o f  J a p a n e s e c h u r c h i n t h e a r e a but  t h e r e wa s n ' t  

a d e f i n i t e J a p a n e s e t o wn . T h e r e we r e a l s o some o t h e r  J a p a n e s e or -

g a n i z a t i o n s i n o ur  d i s t r i c t  but  our  c o mmuni t y was t o o s ma"1 t o h av e 

t oo many o f  t hem. Ho we v e r , t he J a p a n e s e p e o p l e l i v i n p a r o u n d t h er e 

wer e f a i r l y u n i f i e d . The mi n i s t e r  o f  t h e J a r ^n e s e c h u r c h was pen-

e r a l l y l o o k ed upo n f o r  hel t > i n t i me o f  c r i s i s . We d i d n ' t  h av e t oo 

many b i g s h o t s i n t he c ommuni t y e x c e p t  t he p r e s i d e n t  o f  t he «J apan-

es e A s s o c i a t i o n , Mr . Ok u b o . ^u i t e a f ew l U s e i  we n t  t o c o l l e p e f r o m 

our  d i s t r i c t , i vl i ne Ok u b o , t he a r t i s t , was one o f  t hem. I  t h i n k 

t h at  our  J a p a n e s e c o mmuni t y was mor e l i b e r a l  t h an t he o nes i n t h e 

o t h e r  r e a s o f  t he s t a t e b e c a u s e i t  wa s n ' t  so s t r i c t . Our  f s i r i i l y 

d i d f a i r l y we l l  i n s p i t e o f  t h e h a r d s h i p s . ,S7e had a l o t  o f  p r es -

t i g e b ec au s e my b r o t h e r s we r e i n p r o f e s s i o n a l  wo r k . A l l  o f  t he 

f a mi l i e s ar o und we r e a n x i o u s t h a t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n a t t en d c o l l e g e i n 

o r d e r  t o be s u c c e s s e s t o o . A l f r e d Sawah a t a was a n o t h e r  f e l l o w f r o m 

our  d i s t r i c t  ana h e bec ame an a r c h i t e c t  f o r  some Cgr - cas i an c o mpan j  

i n San F r a n c i s c o , »e d i d n ' t  h av e a s t r o n p B u d d h i s t  r r ouu i n our  

mi d s t  s o t h a t  t he I s s e i  we r e n ' t  q u i t e a c o n s e i v a t i v e as some o f  t he 
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o t her  gr o ups t h a t  I  l a t e r  r a n a c r o s s i n oamp.__ 

"By t he t i me t h e war  br ok e o u t , I  was l i v i n g a f a i r l y r o u t i n e 

l i f e . I  c o n c e n t r a t e d on t he r e s t a u r a n t  and I  nev er  gav e a t h o u gh t  

f o r  t h e f u t u r e . 1 wa s n ' t  awar e t h a t  a war  was c o mi ng on a t  a l l . I  

c a n ' t  say t h at  I  was e n t i r e l y c o n t en t ed wi t h my l o t  i n l i f e a l t h o I  

wa s n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y d i s s a t i s f i e d wi t h an  ̂ t h i n g , The mai n t h i n ? was 

t h a t  I  s t i l l  bad my f o l k s wi t h me and I  k new t h a t  1 c o u l d f a c e any-

p r o b l em as l onp- , as t he;y we r e a r o u n d . T h er e was a c o mf o r t  i n h a v i n g 

o t h e r s t o wh i c h we c o u l d d i s c u s s p r o b l e ms wi t h . 

"On Dec ember  7, 1941 I  was wo r k i n g a t  t he r e s t a u r a n t . Our  home 

was a l i t t l e d i s t a n c e away . My b r o t h er  us ed t o t a k e f o o d home t o 

t he f o l k s . T hat  Sunday he came bac k and t o l d me abo u t  t he a t t a c k 

on P e a * l  Ha r b o r . I  t o l d h i m t h at  he was k i d d i n g , but  r ay b r o t h e r  

s a i d t h at  dad had h ear d i t  o v er  t h e r a d i o . cor  I d u n der s t an d 

E n g l i s h f a i r l y we l l  * o r  an I p p e i  and h e c o u l d r ead and wr i t e i t  we l l  

eno ugh so I  d i d n ' t  k no w wh a t  t o b e l i e v e . He mus t  h a v e u n der s t o o d 

wh at  came ov er  t h e r a d i o b e c a u s e he wo u l d n ' t  h av e my b r o t h er  come 

do wn and t e l l  me a st or ,\  l i k e t h at  j u s t  f or  a j o k e . 

" I  was bus y i n t h e r e s t a u r a n t  s o 1 j u s t  c o n t i n u ed on wi t h my 

wo r k . I  u s u a l l y c l o s ed t he p l a c e up bet ween 2 : 0 0 end 5 : 0 0 on Bun-

day a f t e r n o o n and t o o k my f o l k s o ut  f o r  a r i d e ar o und t he c o u n t r y -

s i d e i n my a u t o mo b i l e . I  d i d n ' t  k no w wh et h r  I  c o u l d do i t  on t h i s 

p a r t i c u l a r  ̂ day b e c a u s e 1 had d e f i n i t  l y f o u n d o u t  t hat  t he P e a r l  

Ha r b o r  a t t a c k had r e a l l y t a k e n p l a c e . 1 was p r e t t y wo r r i ed by t h e n . 

F r om t h at  moment  1 had t h e war  on my mi nd and 1 d i d n ' t  k no w what  

was g o i n g t o h a p p e n . 

" 1 was a f r a i d as 1 k new t h a t  I  was a J a p a n e s e and a n y t h i n g 

c o u l a h a p p e n t o u s . I f  t h e r e wer e a r i o t , I  k new t h a t  t h i n g s c o u l d 

be v er y u n p l e a s a n t  nnd our  homes and b u s i n e s s e s c o u l d be a l l  wr e c k e d . 
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I  was ev en wo r r i e d a b o u t  t he s a f e t y o f  o ur  l i v e s . Camp Hah n and 

I J ar ch F i e l d wer e l o c a t e d n ea r  our  t o wn an d I  was a f r a i d t h at  any -

t h i n g c o u l d h a p p e n i f  t ho s e s o l d i e r s went  on a s u d den o u t b r e a k and 

wi p e o u t  s u d d e n l y a l l  t he J a p a n e s e i n t h e c o mmun i t y . By t he t i me I  

go t  home I  was s c a r e d . We wer e p r e t t y s c a r ed d u r i n g t h e e a r l y p a r t  

o f  t he wax and wer e c o n s t a n t l y wo r r i ed a b o u t  what  woul d h a p p en 

n e x t . U o t h i n g h a p p en ed s o we b r e a t h e d e a s i e r  end b eg a n t o t ak e 

t h i n g s i n s t r i d e . 

" I  ex p ec t ed some t r o u b l e a t  t h e r e s t a u r a n t  b e c a u s e we had 

Me x i c a n and Neg r o es and e f ew s o l d i e r s came o c c a s i o n a l l y . Bu t  no-

t h i n g u n e v e n t f u l  h ap p en ed t o d i s t r u o t h e p eac e and we a l l  t r i e d t o 

make o u r s e l v e s as i n e o n s p i c i o u s as p o s s i b l e . ..e n ev er  had an y i n-

c i d e n t s h a p p e n i n g i n our  n c i c h b o r h o o d . I  gues s t he r e a s o n f o r  

t hat  was t hat  my ho met o wn was a n i c e p l a c e f i l l e d wi t h p i o u s 

C h r i s t i a n s and c h u r c h e s . The p e o p l e we r e a l l  p i o u s and r i g h t e o u s 

ev en t ho ugh t hey d i d p u l l  pome d i r t y b u s i n e s s d e a l s o nc e i n a wh i l e 

b u t  t h a t  d i d n ' t  c o u n t , dn t h e wh o l e t hey t r ea t ed t h e J a p a n e s e 

wi t h i n d i f f e r e n c e and a f ew wer e ev en f r i e n d l y . 

"My f i r s t  and f o r emo s t  wor r y c o n t i o u s l y f o r  t he nex t  f ew mo n t h s 

I  

was f o r  my p a r e n t s . T h e r e wer e r ui &or s r <Lout  what  was eo i n g t o hap-

p en t o t he I s. sel  and I  d i d n ' t  k no w i f  i t  wer e t r ue t h at  a l l  t he o l d 

p e o p l e wer e g o i n g t o be t hr o wn i n t o a c o n c e n t r a t i o n c amp by t h e Ar my 

1 k new t h a t  my f o l k s c o u l d n ev e r  s t and t h i s b e c a u s e t hey «¿er e i l l . 

My mo t her  was p a r a l y z e d and my dad was a. s e mi - i n v a l i d . The r umo r s 

abo u t  ev i : c u i t i o n go t  s t r o n g e r  n̂d s t r o n g e r . P r e t t y s oon i t  b u i l t  up 

t o t he p o i n t  wh er e 1 cot  I d h a r d l y s t and i t  b e c a u s e o f  t he s u s p e n s e . 

T hen t he o r d e r s f o r  e v a c u a t i o n c ame and I  was s t unned t o l e a r n t h a t  

t h e n i s e i  v er e i n c l u d e d . '»e wer e no l o n g e r  Amer i c an c i t i z e n s o f  

J  p an es e a n c e s t r y ; we wer e j u s t  J a p a n e s e wi t hasf cxaxaai mf czj i i  no r i g h t s 
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o f  c i t i z e n s h i p . T h a t ' s wh at  i t  t o i l e d down t o a n y wa y . When we 

wer e e v a c u a t e d , t hat  was t h e end o f  demo c r ac y as f a r  as we wer e 

c o n c e r n e d . T he C a u c a s i a n p e o p l e d i d n ' t  p r e t en d any l o n g e r  t hat  i t  

was f o r  ev er y bo dy and t hey made i t  p l a i n t h a t  i t  wa s f o r  wh i t e 

p eo p l e o n l y . 

"T h e r e was no way f o r  us t o av o i d t he e v a c u a t i o n s o we b eg a n t o 

mak e o ur  p r e p a r a t i o n s and t h a t  was q u i t e a h e c t i c t i me f o r  u s . We 

d i d n ' t  k no w what  t o t a k e , we d i d n ' t  k now wh at  t o l e a v e . * q d i d n ' t  

k no w i f  we s h o u l d s e l l  our  b u s i n e s s , «e d i d n ' t  k no w wh et h e i  t o 

s e l l  our  home o r  f u r n i t u r e . E v e r y t h i n g we had t o d i s p o s e o ? was a 

p r o d em b e c a u s e we d i d n ' t  k n o w whet her  we s ho u l d o r  n o t . The M CCA 

o f f i c e i n o ur  d i s t r i c t  d i d n ' t  do a c o n s a r n thi r .p-  f o r  a n y t h i n g . 

The;* j u s t  s a t  i n t h e i r  o f f i c e t r j i n g t o a c t  i mp o r t an t  and t hey d i d 

not  c ar e o f  t h e C a u c a s i a n s c ame and gy pped us l e f t  and r i g h t . 

T h a t ' s a n o t h e r  f a u l t  wi t h t h e g o v er n men t . They p u t  i n u n q u a l i f i e d 

p eo p l e i n t o t he .VCCA so t h at  i t  was o f  no e a r t h l y us e t o u s . They 

c o u l d n ' t  g i v e us any i n f o r ma t i o n on a n y t h i n g wi t h o u t  wr i t i n g a 

l e t t e r  t o San F r a n c i s c o t o f i n d o u t . »«e c o u l d n ' t  wa i t  t he- t  l o n g as 

we had t o s e l l  i n a h u r r y so we wen t  ahead and d i d what  we t ho ugh t  

was b e s t . I t  was a l l  t ad and a n i g h t ma r e . I  k new v.e had t o go and 

I  was p r e t t y s o r e a t  t he t i me c ut  I  d i d n ' t  h av e any p a r t i c u l a r  r e-

a c t i o n s at  t he t i me . I  j u s t  ac c ep t ed i t  a s s o met h i n g t hat  c o u l d n ' t  

be h e l p e d . The mor e I  t h i n k o f  i t  no w t ho ugh , t he mo r e t i t t e r  I  

g e t  now b e c a u s e t h e wh o l e t h i n g was so u n f a i r . 

" I t  wo u l d n ' t  h av e t een so bad i f  t he A'CCA h e l p ed us wi t h t h e 

d i s p o s a l  o f  o ur  b u s i n e s s e s . A l o t  o f  t he J  a p a n e s e f a mi l i e s l o s t  

b i g amo unt s bec au s e t h e r e was no bo dy t o a d v i s e t hem, f a mi l y p u t  

an ad i n t he p a p e r s and we d e c i d e d t o s e l l  t he r e s t a u r a n t  so t h a t  

we go t  a f a i r  p r i c e f or  t he t h i n g s we had t o s e l l . Our  b i g g e s t  l o s s 
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was i n t he l o c a t i o n and t her e was no way o f  c o mp e n s a t i n g us f o r  

t h a t , I  wa s n ' t  t o o t i t t e r  a b o u t  l e a v i n g my home t own b e c a u s e we 

wer e b e i n g u p r o o t e d . I  was j u s t  s a d . I  û es s a l l  o f  us go t  o i t t e r  

a f t e r  we go t  i n t o c amp. T hen we began t o t h i n k o f  t he h a r s h c o n d i -

t i o n o f  c amp, our  l o s s e s , t he WCCA and t h i n r s l i k e t h a t  so t h a t  our  

b i t t e r n e s s i n c r e a s e d . 

"My f ami l y we n t  t o P o s t o n d i r e c t l y . i 'hey t o l d us t o t ak e onl y 

2 haf t âbasr s and t h a t ' s a l l  t hat  we wer e p e r mi t t e d , «h en we ô t  t h e r e 

we had t o f i l l  o ur o wn ma t t r e s s e s wi t h s t r a ws . J? hat  t f *r n ma t t r e s s 

was s o u n c o mf o r t a b l e t o s l e e p o n . I  h e l p ed i n t he mes s h a l l  f o r  a 

wh i l e and t h en I  go t  as t hma so I  q u i t  wo r k i n g . 

"«i y b i ? h e a r t b r e a k was t h a t  my b r o t h e r , who was a d o c t o r , had 

t o ?o t o T u l e L ak e i n t h e b e g i n n i n g and t h en h e was l a t e r  t r ans -

f e r r ed t o T o p a z . A'e had q u i t e a t i me d ec i d np-  wh er e our  p a r e n t s 

s h o u l d g o . A f t e r  many f a mi l y c o n f e r e n c e s we d ec i d ed t h a t  i t  wo r l d 

be b es t  f o r  our  p a r e n t s t o go wi t h my d o c t o r  b r o t her  so we dr o v e-

t hem up t o Sac r amen t o j u s t  L e f o r e e v a c u a t i o n . T hat  was a t e r r i b l e 

mi s t a k e as my f o l k s wer e nev er  us ed t o my o l d e s t  b r o t h er  and he had 

h i s own f a mi l y t h a t  he was mor e i n t e r e s t e d i n . i t ' s a l l  do ne and 

wat er  under  t h e b r i d g e no w, 

" A f t e r  I  pot  i n t o P o s t o n I  made ev er y a t t emp t  t o j o i n my par -

e n t s wi t h t h e r e s t  o f  t he f a mi l y member s I  was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r . We 

f i n a l l y d i d get  t o T o paz i n Ma r c h , 1 9 4 ? . Sfc My mo t her  p as s ed away 

t he day a f t e r  I  a r r i v e d . My dad d i ed f r om h i s h e a r t  a i l me n t  i n 

J a n u a r y , 1944 and I  was l o o k i n g a f t e r  h i m dur  I n ? t he l a s t  f ew mo nt hs 

t hat  h e had l e f t . 1 was q u i t e b i t t e r  b e c a u s e my f a t h e r  was so bed-

r i d d e n and t h i s was c aus ed by t h e Ar my mo v i n g h i m ar o und s o muc h . 

A l l  o f  our  f r i e n d s wer e s t i l l  a t  Bo s t o n and 1 t h i n k my p a r e n t s 

wo u l d h a v e been h a p p i e r  t h e r e i n s t e d o f  mo v i n g ar o ma* l i k e t h ey 
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d i d . 

" T h a t  was a t e r r i f i c d e c i s i o n f o r  me t o a r r i v e a t , I  t h o u gh t  

t hat  i f  I  t o o k my p a r e n t s t o P o s t o n wi t h me ar i d s o met h i n g h ap p en ed 

t o t hem, t he r e s t  o f  t he f a mi l y wo u l d a l wa y s c o ndemn me. T h a t ' s wh $ 

I  l e t  my p a r e n t s f co t o my br o t her  t hat  a d o c t o r  who o o t i d t ak e 

b e t t e r  f o r  t hem. As t h i n g s t u r n ed o ut  t hey we r e moved ar o und mo r e 

t h a n i f  t hey had come t o P o s t o n wi t h me. They had t o P- O t o Sac r a -

ment o , t hen t o T u l e - âke and l a t e r  t o T o p a z . That  was t oo muc h 

t r a v e l i n g f o r  t hem t o d o . On t o p o f  t h a t  t hey - "er e s e p a r a t e d f r o m 

t h e f ami l y one o l d f r i e n d s and t h es e t h i n g s h a s t e n e d t &e i r  d e &t h . 

I  nev er  s ho u l d h a v e l e t  f chem g e t  away f r o m me, i i y p a r e n t s n e r e se-

p a r a t ed f r o m t he y o u n g er  c h i l d r e n t hey vcxe f o n d o f , I  r e t l l y 

c o u l d n ' t  do a n y t h i n g abo u t  i t  a s we put  i t  t o * f ami l y v o t e and 

ev e r y o n e t h o u gh t  i t  wo u l d t e b e t t e r  f o r  t hem t o be wi t h t he d o c t o r  

b r o t h e r , I  was t he o nl y o ne who v o t ed r e- î ns t  i t . They want ed a l l  

o f  us t o go t o Sa c r a men t o but  we h a d n ' t  pac k ed a l l  our  t h i n g s t o -

g e t h e r  b e f o r e t h i n g s we r e f r o z e n . We d i d n ' t  s ee o ur  f a mi l i e s a g a i n 

f o r  a b o u t  a y ea r  and t hen i t  was t oo l a t e b ec au s e mj  mo t her  d i d n ' t  

ev en r e c o g n i z e me when I  s aw h e r . 

"X was p r e t t y l o w and s p i r i t s t he r e s t  o f  t he t i me i n c amp. I  

wo r k ed i n a mi meo gr ap h b u i l d i n g d u r i n g t he t i me I  was i n T o paz and 

t o o k c a r e o f  my f a t h e r  u n t i l  h i s d e a t h . I  b e g a n t o t h i n k o f  r e-

s e t t l e me n t  a f t e r  my b r o t h e r  was c a l l e d f o r  h i s p h y s i c a l . My c amp 

e x p e r i e n c e s a r e a l l  p as t  now and I  d o n ' t  hav e f ond memo r i es o f  t hem. 

I  h d S o r p h an c h i l d r e n t o t ak e c r̂ e o f . One was 18 y e a r s o l d and 

t he o t her  16. i 'hey wer e i l i bei  g i r l s and t he s i s t e r  o f  my f o s t e r  

b r o t h e r . I  t r i e d t o do e v e r y t h i n g I  c o u l d f o r  t hem i n c amp but  

t hey d i s i l l u s i o n e d me. S ome o f  t he o l d e r  p eo p l e i n c amp t h o u g h t  

t h a t  I  was t oo h a r s h on t h es e g i r l s . ± had a s o f t  s p o t  i n my h e a r t  
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f o x o r p h a n s o u t  t h e s e k i b e i  g i r l s s p o i l e d a l l  o f  t h a t . They we i e 

r e a l l y s e l f i s h . «»hen t hey wa l k e d o u t  on me and g o t  ma r r i e d , I  de-

c i d e d nev er  a g a i n t o h e l p o t her  p e o p l e . I t  b o t h e r e d me q u i t e a b i t  

b e c a u s e I  t h o u g h t  I  had do n e s o me t h i n g wr one- . L- y l i f e up t c t h a t  

t i me was a l way s i n t e r m? c n my f a mi l y ano t ho s e we t o o k i n so t h a t  

I  d o n ' t  t h i n k I  was t he s e l f i s h o n e . ¡.l aybes j :  ̂ i t  was t o t h e 

t e r r U l e camp l i f e . I  k n o w -i-  r o t  b i t t e r  a b o u t  my f o l k s p a s s i n g away 

and I  t o o k i t  o ut  on c amp . T h e i e was no f u t u r e i n camp f o r  me and 

I  d i d n ' t  h a v e b r i g h t  d r eams when I  c ame o u t  h e r e . I t  was a l l  due t o 

t h e wa r . I  c o u l d n ' t  b e f o r  J a p a n e x a c t l y b e c a u s e I  f e l t  t h a t  an 

A me r i c a n w i t h a J a p a n e s e f a c e i n t he U . S . had mo r e o f  a c h an c e t h en 

a p e r s o n who had a J a p a n e s e f s c e w i t h a U . S . o r i t u r e r o i r g t o J a p a n , 

T h a t ' s why I  d i s mi s s e d a l l  t h o u g h t s o f  t h e wa r  f r o m my mi n d . 

"My P o s t o n n e i g h b o r s wer e no t  a l l  s u c h f i n e p e o p l e e i t h e r , we 

had our  u s u a l  g r i p e s and t hey c o ndemned me f o r  t h e way I  h a n d l e d my 

£ I Ci bi e f o s t e r  S i s t e r s . I  d i d e v e r y t h i n g p o s s i b l e f o r  t hem ano I  

gav e t hem c l o t h e s and g i f t s . The o n l y t h i n g I  o b j e c t e d t o - as wh en 

t hey go t  l a z y a r o u n d t he h o u s e and I  d i d n ' t  t h i n k i t  wa s wi s e f or  

t hem t o s t a y h a l f  o f  t h e n i g h t s wi t h f e l l o w s , They wa l k e d o ut  and 

l e f t  e v e r y t h i n g I  g a v e t h em. I  go t  t h em b a c k home wi t h me and I  

t o o k t hem t o i 'opaz wi t h me a s I  t h o u g h t  t h a t  a new s t a r t  wo u l d 

s t r a i g h t e n t hem o u t . A f t e i  I  go t  t o f  o p az I  k e p t  o n h a v i n p t h e s e 

s t r u g g l e s wi t h my f o s t e r  s i s t e r s . I  was f e e l i n j ? p r e t t y l o w my s e l f  

b e c a u s e o ? t h e d e a t h o f  my mo t her  and l a t e r  my f a t h e r . I  d i d n ' t  k no w 

wh a t  t o QO w i t h my s e l f  and I  wa n t e d t o g e t  away f r om c amp an d r e-

s e t t l e , I  t h o u g h t  1 c o u l d §k3E b r i n g t h e k i b e i  g i r l s w i t h me and 

h e l p t hem g e t  a nev s t a r t  a s t h ey we r e g e t t i n g i n t o t h e s ame r u t  i n 

T . p a z . T h ey d i d n ' t  wan t  t o come b e c a u s e t hey had bo y f r i e n d s . 

T h a t 1 ? wh en t he f i n a l  b r e a k came end t hey go t  ma r r i e d and t h a t ' s 
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when I  c ame wi t h my cr - ot her . I  d o n ' t  t h i n k I  f a i l e d t hos e 2 g i r l s , 

¿«'aybe i t ' s b e t t e r  t h a t  t h i n g s h ap p en ed t h a t  way bec aus e I  c e r t a i n l y 

am i n no p o s i  t i o n t o g i v e o u t  a d v i c e t o an,» y o u n g p e r s o n . I ' m v e r y 

p e s s i mi s t i c auo u t  t he f u t u r e and I ' m c y n i c a l  a b o u t  a l l  t h i s p a t r i o -

t i s m. I  d o n ' t  k n o w wh a t ' s g o i n g t o h ap p en t o me. I  t h i n k t h a t  a l l  

o f  t he ¿«i s ei  h av e t he same wo r r i e s t h at  I  do . ! I t  l o o k s r a t h e r  ho pe-

l e s s , So met i mes I  g e t  so mad t h a t  I  f e e l  l i k e ma k i n g a J ap anes e 

f l a g and wa l k down t he s t r e e t  wa v i n g i t . They a l l  t r e a t  us l i k e we 

wer e f o r e i g n e r s any way and we s t i l l  h a v e n ' t  go t  out  c i t i z e n s h i p 

r i g h t . 7e a r e l i v i n g i n an A mer i c a n c ommuni t y ana i t ' s no® us e 

d r ea mi n g t h a t  t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y w i l l  come t o u s . ¿'he onl y t h i n g t hat  

p r ev en t s me f r o m wa v i n g a J a p a n e s e f l a g h e r e i s t hat  I  k no w t h a t  I  

c a n ' t  l i v e i n J a p a n e i t h e r . I ' m i n a wo r s e o s i t i o n t h a n a man 

wi t h o u t  a. c o u n t r y . I f  my h e a l t h g i v e s o u t  I ' l l  r e a l l y be i n a bad 

p o s i t i o n , x T a y b e I ' l l  t h i n k d i f f e r e n t  a f ew mo n t h s f r o m now and 

maybe I  wo n ' t . I ' m not  q u a e a s b i t t e r  as l a s t  f a l l  b e c a u s e I  

d o n ' t  ho pe f o r  t o o many t h i n g s . I  k no w e x a c t l y a l o u t  t he h o u s i n g 

c o n d i t i o n s h e r e a n i î  d o n ' t  hav e f a l s e h o p e s a b o u t  j o u s . I  s t r ugg l e 

a l o n g o n my i nc o me h o p i n g t o & l i v e under  a / d e c e n t  i nc o me but  I  

k eep go i n g under  evei  y mo n t h . <My s l e i s u r e t i me i s n ' t  t oo s a t i s -

f a c t o r y . . A c t u a l l y I ' m l i v i n g a ver ;> dr ab l i f e and I  wo u l d n ' t  be 

any h a p p i e r  i f  I  we r e i n a J a p a n e s e c ommuni t y out  h e r e . 7 .Vhen I  

r e a l i s e a l l  of  t h e s e t h i n g s , why s ho u l d I  be-  happy abo u t  my l i f e 

o ut  h e r e . I  d o n ' t  f e e l  l i k e a c i r d t hat  h a s been f r e e d f r o m i t s 

c a g e . I  f e e l  mor e l i k e a c o n f i n e d p r i s o n e r  t han I  ev er  d i d b e f o r e 

and I  d o n ' t  s ee how t h i n g s c an g e t  b e t t e r . I t  mi gh t  g e t  p r o g r es s -

i v e l y wo r s * at  t i mes . Who i  o . 


