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Interviewer's code
Sumi Harsds ' Evacuation and Resettlement Study,
Shimako Shibsata (psued.) : February, 1944 (Revised)

SCHEDULE F'OR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS

Date of interview hac 7. 1944 Interviewer C. Kikuchi

1, Case number 460 20 Sex, M (D 3. Marital state M )D W 0
Entered Left
4. Present address BE09 S, Blackstone 5-'44 ==

5. Later addresses Date

Tt

Birthplace Riverside, “slif 7. Birthdate 1909

Alien or Citizen Citizen 0, Nisei, Kibei or Issei Nisel

Addresses between Deces 1, 1941 and evacuation
Date Entered - Left

N 1809 5-142

E:% Rivergide, Calif,

()
()

(e)

Assembly Center

Relocation Center Poston

Topaz

Addresses since leaving Relocation Center
(prior to "present address") Entered

(a)

(b)

(c)

()

(e)

(£)

(g)

Family members living together on December 1, 1941,
Relationship to
Resettler Ape Sex Birthplace Occupation Religion

(&) Father L Jdapan BEest. Owner

(b) _MBther B 1 Hounsewi fe

() "Sister R H.S. u
.'l

d) "ge1¢ Christian

Brothex M "

Fogter brother M '

Brother octor
Brother entist
Sister Housewife
e -




o

15.

16.

- -

hat members of family listed in 14 evacuated together to Assembly Center?

Give symbols

fhat other related persons?
Relationship
to Resettler Age

Birthplace

Occupation
(as of Deecs 1, 1941)

Tihat members listed in 14 or 15 above went together to Relocation Project?

Give symbols

What other related persons?
Relationship
to Resettler Age

Birthplace

Occupation
(as of Deces 1, 1941)

17 Family members living together in Chicago

18,

Address

symbol Relationship

Entered Left to Resettler

Occupation
(at date of

Birthplace | Interview)

Educational hisfory of resettler
Grammar schools (name and location)

" Grade completed

bt L CGLAC E3 UTLL Y TR L g L VL o LUG

High schools (name and location)

o~ ] A ~ o)
s e { I it

Grade completed

.

=

Colleges, universities and vocational

Grade

schools, (name and location)
e

CLloSlUC Jellae

completed

B

1 L.

Attendance at Japanese language

——

school, location

Do 1




o

Occupational history (begin with first job). lote periods of unemployment
by entering dates continuously and writing "unemp" in Job column to cover
such periodse Include employment in Assembly Center and Relocation Project
and continue with employment since resettling. Reason
Dates Av, mo. | for ter-
From Te Nature of job | Type of industry | Location| wages mination
— TR 1 i ] 3 g :

10 B in fat g_restal

£

e Ld AL ol O

20 Political activities
Dates Voted in what elections For what party

1

e e




60. Sumi Harada WRA Form 26 204,746

Poston 5/23/42
None
. 3356 Lemon Street, Riverslide, Calilf.
Harada, Shiashl Japan
Indo, Ken Japan
Grammar school, Lincoln, Riverside 9/15 to 6/23
High school, Riverside Poly. Tech. 9/23 to 6/27
College, J.C. Riverside, 9/27 to 6/28
7a. College preparatory--Business
8. None
12. 61 150 1bs.
13. Near sightedness corrected by glasses
18. Silngle
19. Head
20. 12/25/09
23. No
24. College 1
25. Speaks Japanese
27. Mgr. Restaurant
278 .-~
28. 5/39 to 5/42 Restaurant Managed and owned cafe Riverside
9/38 to 5/39 Nurse Receptionist  Hospital Sacramento
6/28 to $/38 Restaurant Managed Riverside
29. Writing, reading.
0.F, None
30. Christian

Sumi's brother, Shigetaka Harold Harada

same
None
Same
seame
Grammar sehool, Linceoln, Riverside, Calif. 9/29 to 6/37
High school, Riverside, Poly Tech. 9/37 to 6/41
College, J.C. Riverside 9/41 to 5/42
7a. College preparatory--science major
8. None
12. 68 1350 1bs.
13. Near sightedness corrected by glasses
18. Single
19. Brother
20. 8/15/23
23. Yes
24, College 1
25. Speaks Japanese
27. Tech. work
27a. Dental lab, asst.
28. Student '
29, Tennis. O0.P. Dental Laboratory
30, Christlian




Sumi's brother ¥ Yoshiharu Roy Hashimura

2. same
same
same
Hashimura, Yoshitaro Japan
Yamamoto, Itoyo Japan
Grammar school, Lincoln, Riverside 9/25 to 1931
Junior high, Central, Riverside, 9/31 to 6/34
High school, Riverside Poly Tech. 9/34 to 6/37
College, J.C. Riverside 9/37 to 6/39

7a. A.A. Pre-Dental

8. None :

12. 67 130 lbs.

13. Near sightedness corrected by glasses

18. Single

19. Brother

20. 3/20/1¢9

23. No

24, College 2

25. Speaks Japanese

27. Lab. asst.

278 .---

28, 10/41 to 5/42 Optical Dispenser Private owner Oakland, Calif.
5/40 to 10/41 Restaurant helper ' G Riverside, Calif.
6/39 to 5/40 Truck driver, veg. & fruits hauling, San Bernardino

29. Optical dispenser
Tennis, reading
0.P, Optical dispenser

30. Christian

Sumi's sister, Sumiko Hashimura

2. same

3. same

4, same

5. Hashimura, Yoshitaro Japan
Yamamoto, Itoyo Japan

Sa.---

7. Grammar school, Lincoln, Riverside, 9/33 to 6/39
Junior high, Central , Riverside 9/39 to 5/42

7a.,---

8. None

12. 59 92 1lbs.

1%. Arrested tuberculosis under the doctor's care at present

18. Single

19. Sister

20. 8/2/27

23. Yes

24. High 1

25. Speasks Japanese

27.--- 278 .-==

28.---

29.---

30. Christian




),
e
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Sumi's sister, Toshlye Hashimura

2. same

3. None

4, same

5. Hashimura, Yoshitaro Japan
Yamamoto, Itoyo Japan

Sa.---

7. Grammar school, Ogata, Hiroshima 2/33
High school, Sanyo, Hiroshima 4/39 to

7a. None

8. Japan 4/31 to 10/41

12. 60 110 1lbs.

135. Nearsightedness corrected by glasses

18. Single

19. sister

20. 8/17/25

23. No )

24, Hi. 3 Japan

27.---

27a. Seamstress

28. None

29. Sewing: reading; writing

30, Christian

to 4/39
10/41




ELveacunation & LKesettlement Study

Chsrles Kikuchi
Chicago, Illinois
December 2., 1944

CH-60 Shimsko Shibata (psued,)

Shims.o Shibata, &6, i8 an
older single Nisel woman who is very
disorgasnized. She projects all of
her difficvlties to environmental
difficulties and it was exceedinely
hard to interview her Lecsuse of her
strong emotional feelines., Her
over-aggressiveness is merely s
cover-up for inner feelings of inse-
curity and it deffinitely is a de-
fense mechanism, She was very
willing to cooperate but the writer
atteoxpted to obtsin expressions of
her feelines primsrily rather thean a
comple te 1ife history wecause
Shimeko seemed rather reluctsnt to
talk stout her pest life and she was
not willine to reveal her true feel-
ings sl ce ausolute privecy was
absclutely imposcsible to obtsin,




Shimako Shivata, 35, is s ver, disorganized woman who hss not
veen sble to make adjustmente to the resettled life in Chicago. Her
pre-evacuation home was in Siverside, Californis. ©She managed her
father’s retaurant in that city for the 15 years prior to evscuation,
Both of her psrents are now desad and Shimako feels that the evacua-
tion wss directly the cesuse for this so that she is rather bitter
guout life in general. Her other vrothers and sisters seemed to
have msde better ad justments, &Her oldest Lrother was oporn in Japan
gnd ne is now a doctoxr in this citys Another vrother is in the Army
28 a denlist and another one is a private oversess, 4 foster nro-
ther is also in the Army. 4+wo of her sisters are married, one to
¥r, Bawuro Kidok, the president of the “ational J.aA.C.L. [(Miss
Shivata wants this informstion to be kept abmolutely confidentisl,)
Shewas very reluctant Lo talk atout any of her ovrothexrs and sisters
aund apparently she rcsents tunem quite a wit vecauwse they have had
greater success in life ad justments than she has,

Shimako was evacuated directly from isiverside to roston relo-
cation center in Augusti, 194zZ., OSke went Lo Iopaz in sarch, 1943
in oxder to join Ler mother who died one day after her srrival.,
diss Shiuata took two foster sis ters to Topaz with her snd appar-
ently she nsd & great deal of difficulties with them Lecsuse they
eventually retelled and went of £ to merry even thouegh they were
8till in their teens, Iiliss Snhiveta is holding s elerical jou inm
Chicago al (80 a month snd she has had no other woik ¢xperieuces

except in her father's restsurant which she msnaged, ohe has very

few life expectations anu her outlock is definitely pessimistiec,

lieny of her expresrions gre typiczl of large numwers of Nisei altho
8he was much more frunk in expressing herself because she wanted to

get it off of her mind,




Miss Sriwvata is short and rather heav,-set. She looks like an
Older generation womsn, She spesks in a rather high voice and she
is very ssexcastic in her comments. Lowever, she can Le nice snd
couriteous after one gets to know herx, She appeers to have some
Gifficulties with her eyes which are constantly runnine., She men-
tiouned uhat her health wse very poor altho she did not state Ghe
eéxact nsture of her physicsl ill health., There was no attempt to
control this interview because Miss Shivata hed frejuvent outburts
of emotions in which she expressed her emotions. #ost of the intere
view was done vervatim without the taking of notes. The Llary
entiies which follow are vervatim commente which she msde which
were recorded Immdiatel; after leaving her spartmémt. Ko attempt
nas Leen made to incorporate this coument into her history document
which commences «fter the Plary entry, It is probably true tiat

some of the Diary ouservutions are rather subjective in opinion and

it certainly is uol s t.ue Interpretation of idiss BShiuvata's verson-

ality which is exlbrewmely Gifficult to understand at best,




Decemver &, 1944: Lest night I phoned Shimsko Shibata and asked

her about an interview., She seemed very willing to cooperate. She
sald that she had resd Louis Ademic's book about my life and she
didn't think that she would ever meet me face to face., 1I guess
that's one csse where Adsmic’s chapter comes in handy. I've never
met Shimeko since Dave Okada was the one who did the initisl work
for me. He said that she lives with 2 other girls snd it may ve
difficult to talk to her alone since there are a number of Nisei
living in the vuilding and they keep runnig in and out of the apart-
ment., Dave's opinion was that Shimako was very cooperative, frank,
intelligent and interesting, uut somewhat caustic at times, She is
supposed to be sbout 30 years old., Her brother is the Dr, Hsrads
locsted in & hospital on the North Side while she has another bro-
ther who is a dentist. A third brother is oversess. Shimsko works
in an office downtown and Dave said that she had some run-ins with
the Laucasisn girls there so that she seems rather dissstisfied

with her job and prospects in Chicago.....

December 6, 1944: ,... B was not home when I arrived because she

had to go some place with her school friends so I had to prepare my

dinner and depsrt hastily for my interview with Shimako Shibsta.

What a tije I had over there] B8he lives over on 65509 Blackstone.,
iIt's a big apartment vuilding full of Nisei. T he place has a pe-
culiar odor to it, like musty Jspanese food., I guess it must ue
the pickles or something becsuse I always notice this smell when I
g0 into a Japancse home, I thought thst the Nisei fellows L met in
the hallway were very discourteous becauvse they rudely sanswered my
inquiries and rushed off, It didn’t make such s favorsble impress-

ion, DNear the doorway, there's a large sign advertising a Hisei




e

dance on 4mas eve. ‘hen I got up to Shimako's room, 1 was taken
aback when she scted so rundely. Immediately she bepan to wonder why
¥x I had come 10 minutes esrlier than the sppointed time, She had
not eaten dinner yet so I wes introduced to the $ young eirls living
with her. OUne w:as rather sttractive but the other £ were average==-
ell were quiet. I resd the papers until Shimeko wss finished with
ainner. The first thine she said wss, "Why sren't you in the Army?
My biother is eivine his bood over in Frsnce and you Nigsei are pite-
ting here on your faot fannies and making meney, &kt All the Nisei
boys shouvld be in the Army, President Koosevedt and all those gover-
ment officials shonld be right up in the front line. they =honld put
those slimy Jews there un uvntil they ret sick of war and ston 14."

I don't know why she made such a direct frontsl sttaekx on me but

1 took time to explain my own draft statms. Shimeko then went on to

add that it was absolutely silly for anyone to fight a wer beesuse

it didn't gain anythine. "Do you think that those Nisei fellows are
going to have i1t any easier after they come back from the Wwar? DNone
of them exnect to come back, They sre all fatalists snd I don't
blsme them. ¥“hat they they to comebnck to? They ecan wslk around
the street wavine their 1ittle Ameriesn flses and prointine ont to
themselves that they are loyal Ameriesns, but that ien't roine to
mpke any bresd and butter for them." This was in direct o ntredict-
ion to what she had seid a few minutes earlier.

Shimako is 35 yesrs o0ld, rather stooyt snd there is a constant
frown on her face. &Lefore the evenine was over 4 founa ont how
bitter snd frustrsted she really is, She i» so¥ disillvsioned =nd
evnieal sbovt everythine, I think she hstes anything =2nd everybody
who enjoys life. A typieal o0ld maid cherseteristiec. I felt very

sorry for her beeavse her thinkine wag @0 distorted =nd twisted.
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There are & 1ot of older eirls who have been sble to make adjustments

becsuse they don't feel sorry for themeselves, Shimsko was fuvll of
"sour prespes" all evening. ©She hse 2 ver) sharp toneue and she was
throwing insults left end rieht. 1 took it ae long as I counld and
then my tempersture begsn to rise ss 4 foreot abovt my selentific
quest. 1 threw back insvlts at her sas ehe dished them ount, but I
soon found out thet she could not take it. " hen 1 ssw that she was
ready to telk more sensibly, 4 begen to use a different technijue of
faltterineg her epo and this had very e0o0d resulte,

I began to think to myself that it was such a nity that such a
person could be eo bitter. I tried to ret her to talk things out
and she gushed forth all of her likee and 4islikes, moe tly diglike s,
for the next Z or 4 honrs. I didn't start the formsl interview at
811 because 1 wanted to get s 1littlex better scaveinted with her,
When I left there sbomt 11 o'clock, she agked me to come baek to-
morrow nieht so I could start the formsl interview. I cot the im-
preseion thet Shimako just scte bard-toiled in order to cover up her
real feelinee. LThe other girls in the room have bove visitine them
every night and the only vy that Shimako esn get attention is to
ridievle these fellows and get them scared of her., Anparently she
has been using this tactiec for quite a while but I geve it right back
to her s0 thet she was much more pleasant by the end of the evening,
In many waye it will be difficult to interview her beeause she is
perpetnally on the defnsive bnt 4 think that it mieht prove inter-
esting to carry it throueh hecsuge her sentiment are typiesl of so
many of the youneer Nigei who eannot give expression to it as well
~8 she ean. All I have to 4o {8 to remein tough-skinned and not let
any of her insultine remarke bother me. ©“he was even poine to chase

gome boye out of the room on the secomd flhor so that T een irterview




her in prévacy, Ffellows were coming in and out 211 evening so0 that
I did not wish ©0 keep &ny notes et sll on our conversation. One
fellow, Johnnie remsrked that he was roing Lack to eamp Just ss soon
ae the 4mes Eve nisel dsnce wss over and he srrsnged for s date with
one of the girls there, Fe esid thst it wee too co0ld to spend the
winter in Chiecego. <Lhe fellowe who €ame in were ozdinary workers snd
trhe)y were not very noticestle sc they mede no imprescion on me.

Shimeko epeaks in & rether nssty snd devestatine tone of voice
bvt ehe ¢er gpesk ir &8 mild mesnner sas 1 later found cnt., I.didn't
try to srgve with her on anything at 211, ©Phe condemns sny person
who hae the sttitvde thet the world owes them & livine, buvt she has
exectly the same sttitnde herself. "1 suprose you are invited ount
to o nice Lane=ssisn home and you cat off clean tablecloths, well
don't expect snythine like that here. #e 1live in s dvmp and we eat
Jdap food. We are Yape snd 1 don't care kmzmwho knows it. I vnder-
stand that jyou don't like Jepanese thimes, Well, you haver't grown
up yet, dait till youn work a couple of more years snd then you're
goineg to yearn for the protection of s Japanese community, because
the hakunjin certsinly won't help yon ont any."

I immedia tely began to approasch her in s different weay by agree-
ing with her most bitterest and aclde comuents but still they came
out, ®“he doesn't realize thot she is a 8uffering hero snd she is

fr1l of self-pity., "Look st my clothes, ZYou think this is s new

svity Well, I've had thie suit for 10 years now and I ean’t sjneese

any money ont of my $80 s month salary to bny sny new clothes, It's
a daily bottle for existence, Look at my olasses. <Lthegy were given
to me by a Cavgasian friend becavse I couldn®t sfford them myself,
Don't yon think I have pride? 1 Aon't dare if I die tomor ow. The

only readon I don't commit evicide 18 thet I'm too much of s coward




to take my life., I don't care for snybody but 1 wouldn't 1ift my
finger to help enyvoedy. I1I'm 2ll alone in the world because I don't
cere sbout my brother at 211, 4y father died in ecamp, You know what
the dirty WkA did to him? He had to have a special diet snd they
wouldn't even give him orences. I had to =end ovwt for oranges snd
pay for them out of my messly $16 s month ealary. What do they ex-
pect people in camp to do with that limited salery? They chonld
provide everythineg end 4 certainly let them know that 4 wasn't poing
to e puched around when I was in eamp. I hsted the superior atti-
tude they tried to put on, as if they were any better than we were,
"That WRA ies the biccest mistake this covennment ever mede, It
hasn't done one rincle pood thing for the neople in camp. Took at
how they pushed uve ont of camp? I eeme ont begense there wasn't any-
thine else for me to do. I had no one left in comp and 1 had to mske
my own wey. ©ure, + wanted to walk on city streets 2nd all thet
gtuff, but 1 didn't know how it wae eoing to be out here. The WRA
didn't tell me that 4 wovnld have t0 tramn the street and look for a
job, I've never done that before in my life. If youn po down to the
WRA office now, they just sneet at yovw 2and tell yom thet youn are on
your cwn, %£ow ean I save up any money for illnesses when I warely

exfet?

T—’
| "Why shomnld + be heppy abovt beine resettled? Do yov think that
=

Il em a free Americar citizen brees thine the sir of freedom, enality

and justice? <Lhat's = 1ot of nonsense. 1'l1 tell von how it is,
It'e drapeine yourgel® ovt of bed st 7:00 o'elock in the mornine and
rushing down to s monotonovs job and slavine away for that $80 that
we have to keep our hodies and sowls together. We come back to our
crovded apartment becauee‘the haknjin won't rent us better nlaces to

live in, We gtay cooped up here and live from day to dsy., I heave no
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expectations ont of 1ife at =211, 1'11 probsbl; be one of those old
women who has a dog following her snd 1'll end up by livine in a two
by four room, On the way home I1'11 pieck up scme muffine and eat
them all by myself. @& That'e all I have to look forward to. Why
shovld I be hapopy snd full of ideals? < Yov can ue very smue snd con-
tented vecsuse you have & full stomech and 2 white eollar Joboy I
don't even have any prospects of seenrity s~ why should + cere if I
die? Novody will mies me anyway. fhex'l},probably blad to get rid
of me beceuse 1 have svech 2 nasty temner: Sut don't think that the

\_\\ y
Lft lon

can't blame these yowvneer Nisei for poine wild. I don't csre if they

other Japsnese in our house don't m feel the same wey I do

eet into trovble snd I wouldn't help them even if they did. It's
their buvsinese, not mine., I mdmit that I am not a very gocinl-pinded
person I wae vehind the door when God harded out the cood looks and

brain,

‘#;That jov of mine ie praecticelly drivine me erezy. I've cone
s ;

around and tried di fferent jobe but one is ses 004 o8 s10 ther. They
won't teke you on your merite, If they sce that yov have a Jepanese
fece yov will pet offered & certsin kind of job. Pretty esocn you
get used to that end you don't care snygore, You heve to work in
order to live but you don't like it. Thet's why I stey in my Jjob =s

8 8hipping clerk. | 4 don't pet slone with the peonle down théere be-

1

cavse L spesk my mind. &ere I o, 35 years 0ld, elmost 40, and I
haven't any treinine in enythine special, I rsn my own restaunrant
sbovt 60 miles from Loe angeles, in Hiverside, Califori is snd it's
hard getting used to taking oiders. I vsed to eive 811 of the orders.
#e had mostly Memicans and Negroes coming to our restavrent snd you
had to s=e¢t touweh 20 they wouldn't get any ideas, The Neeroee were

allowed only ir one other restsuwrant in town. Do you think that the




belive in democracy? Don't be funny. 4 think that therﬁegroea are
higher c¢lass than those dirty, slimy Yews though, Now don't tell me
that 4+ am of s minority too. I'm prejudiced apminst the Jewe and I
don't cere who knows it. I haven't sny idesle at all, The only
thine I do believe in is God vwt I haven't been to chvrer for five
weeks s0 maybe 4 gin't s0 religions snymore. 4deligion is the only
thing thet snyone with a 9Ysn face ean depend on, But L bet that
evcn Uod ight try to keep yon out of heaven if youn have = yellow
face. I don't mesn that is blasphemy at =211 becauvse relicion i{s the
only thine in my 1life that + hold secred, + don't csre for anythine
else, The Nisei do not heve much of a2 ghance end they miecht ss well
realize it instead of dreaming. They say thet livine in poverty is
e joyous =dventure, but that makes me lsueh, It's a erim experience
and you haove to fischt tooth end neil to hene on, Onece in = while =
little ray of svnehine comee throveh to brighten up youvr 1life, but
most of the time this bveiness of living is =2 nasty sffair and I
don't see why we g0 on,

[;The Nisci certainly are not roine to find the going any easier
after the shootine ie 211 over. There'll be plenty of Job discrimi-
nation ageinet them. A person ean cet batted in the face just so
wany times and then they will get wise, Why shovldn't the Nisei be

pessimiatic now? L think they sre beine reslistic. They know what

the score is?l It's cuye like vou with yovr ecientific idesliem who

go arowvnd snd try to pive ve common people the uplieht treatment,
Well, don't try that stvff onme, I know whet I'm like end I'm not
eghamed of it, 4he only good virtve I have left is being honest,
Oncex I went to » postoffice ovt here snmd the clerk eave me 10 cents
too much in change, 1 thoveht thet if eny Csucesisn person were that

dumb it served him risht., But when I got helf way down the street my
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conscience vothered me so I went back and gave him his filthy dime,
It's usuedly not eny uvse to help anyone. I used to give = lot of
hsndouts at ~ur restaursnt to down-snd-onters bvt they acted as if
1l owed it to them,

"I've never hsd any eduncation 2nd I'm dvmb, That'e why I don't
heve any foolish dreams for the future ®xx sunshine which will come
into our lives snd make it perfeet., I worked for 20 years in s res-

tavrant, by father used to own it but 4 took it over sfter he got
gick. Ye never had too much family life ss we had to eat ovuvr meals
in shifte in the resteurant, Everybody hoped ovt but we didn't cet
alone too well together. There are 6 of ve in the family. My bro-
thers went off to college and my father helped put them throveh so0
thet one is o doctor snd mnother one » dentist, #yx I'm not proud
of that at 8ll because they mean nothine to me. Mj other trother
precticed medicine in Sen FPrancisco 2nd Sacrsmento for stount 17
years. My youngest brother was 2 lab technicisn at Mt, Sinsi hospi=-
tal before he got drafted, (Rouise s2i1d that s sister of h rs is
married to Saburo Kido, the nationsl president of the JACL.) ZLvery-
thing I've pot in 1ifec I've had to struverle for it, That's why I'm
Jepenesy and 4 don't care., If they say that we are that way, then
let them think so and why not set that wey? It'e s pert of ovr blood

anyway.

"l waa in foston durine thet time when they hed that bie strike

up there and boy, did we put on a show, We pleyed Jepanese records
end national istic merches thet * had never resrd of before, But I
couldn't stay in cemp life all ﬁhe time sand that's why I left. I
can't make a livine ont here efither. You come baek tomorrow niecht
and I'11 let you interview me-and ask 211 kinds of questions. 1811
tell you the truth becouse 4+ have nothing to hide,"




Phew! What an interview that wes! 1 think that Shimako blasted
out most of the bitter juice from her aystem so that she may be much
calmer tomorrow ehn I g0 to see her. #hat 4 have to go throueh for
scienced P“he said thet 4 wes stupid, complacent, smung, uvely, fat,
selfish, s dresmer, and a snooper. £ ut che doesn't mind me becaunse
1 telk back to her. 5She wes very friecndly when I left sand she anx-
iovsly asked if 1 had potten so disevsted thet 4 wounldn't come basck.
1 told her thet 4 would be bsck amd thet 4 wonld 1isten to some more
of her btlowine-off bot 4 felt that she shovld not be mo eynieal sbout
everythine, +4t's too tad that any person hass to have such s tempera=~
ments ©She is just mekine her own 1ife more miseroble snd I don't
know quite how to eet her to view thines in = more nositive way with
a healthier frome of mindi. I don't mind her belittline me if it
gives her sny satisfoction beesuse I know that she titesx to nct
toveh and eruff becomse she 18 not seceurc herself and she is sfraid
of the possibility for the future. She is wrapped up too much in
her pereonsl frustrations snd so bitter that it comee ont 811 over
her mEex snd her every actions indieate this. I think that undernesth

she has a heart and probsbly she conld be very human snd nice if she

were able to detsch herself from her mixed emotions,

It won't be = pleasant interview at all bunt I want to o through
with it becanse she typifies the bitter Nisei and she doesn't try to
hide this fact. I'll probesbly get s muech better impression of her
and understand her present mentsl complexes when she tells me her
life story. all of this tonieht "as just » preli inery introduetion

of gettine acquainted as friends, <hat's the way she put it snyway...




December 7, 19-4: This evening * went over to intefview Shimeko and

Il finished the entirec case docuvment up aftcr 6 hours of discussion,

i suppose + could have gotten snother intérview and extended the case
vut 4 doukt if 4 could ever probe into her reel feelings in her past
life, When I got over there Shimako eame out very bdbellipecrently snd

2 w . |
spid, "Well, let

€& ro down and get the interview over with. I've
got a terrivle hesdhchie.”™ I told her that ¢4 could come back sOme
other time but she ssid that she wsnted to heve the interview this
evening, I hsd planned on dolnec st lesst 2 interviews with her but
her sttitude indiceted thset this would not be sdvisavle., I% think
that if I asked her too many questions che might get to resent it
and then this might be = hand icap i£ 1 ever sttempted to interview
enother person in her k circle, Shimako took me down to a second
floor room vhere some boys live and she chased them out so that we
were in there most of the evening., +“he hss a habit of tsking her
glsgses off and pressing her eyes. ©he mentioned that she kas had a
great deal of difficulty with her health so thet she wae quite wor-
ried avout what might happen to her in the event that she became 111,
She hes veen tekin: some sort of medicine.

After we startéd telking s Lit, Shimako eslmed down juite s lot
and she wedn't nearly ss belligerent ss last nieht. However, she
etill hsd an extreme sttitude of uLitterness, When she told me about
the orphaen girl thet she took care of in =& camp, * began to under~
stand some of her cynicel asttitude. It appesrs thet Shimako's family
took & young boy end he beeame the foster brother. He was no btlood
reletive, This boy 1s now in the Army. A few months before the out-
break of the wer, the boy's two sisters came bsck from Japsn end they
were evacvated with Shimako snd her brother, ©he irmedistely begen

to have greet difficulty with them. 'The girls were 16 Bnd 18 at the




time. They ran around with fellows quitec a bit snd Shimsko c¢ould

not control them at all. ©She felt that the girls were too demand-

ing, She wanted to bring them out to resettle with her but the
rirls finally ran off and married some fellowskX, Shimako didn't
know if it was entirely mm her own failing but she was criticized
entirely and she said that her family name was hurt Lecause of the
actions of these girls., Her life in camp was further complicsted
becsuse of separstion from her parents. DLue to the ill-health of
the father and mother, it wes decided to let them go with the old~
est brother who was practicing medidine in Sacramento. &#rom there
they went to Tule, and later transferred to the Topaz center., In
the meantime Shimako and her young brother and sister went on to
Pogton with the foster brother, Shimako felt that this was s great
mistake and frantic effortes were made %o rejoin the family. 1In
March, 194%, this was accomplished but Shimako's mother died one
day after she arrived at Topaz to join her, Her father became com=-
pletely psralyzed and he died the following Jenusry. <he two
fogter sisters got married so that Shimako and her Lrother were
left alone. Shimako was also having trouble with the Isseil in her
block, the welfare department and some of the sdministrative per-
sonnel due to her unplessant disposition, © he finelly came out
to Chicesgo with her brother in May, 1%44x and a short time later
this vrother was inducted sna this left her slone in the world so
it explaine partly her extreme bitterness asbout everything. She
hes not veen able to make satisfactory adjus tments to 1life out here.
Shimako feels that she doesn't uLelong to anything so thal she
hses no attitvdes at all avout the war except that her brothers are
involved. BShe doesn't ca®e who wins the war and she doesn't think

it will meke any di fference in her life. 4t the same (ime sie has




no particular fondness for Japan sltho the Japanese government

hesn't "persecuted” her as much as the American government. She

doesn't think that she will ever uve accepted ae an american. She
looks at her position like this: " If I remain in America I'11 be
an americen with a Japanese face. If 4 go to Jspan I'll have s
Japanese face like all the rest of the people but I'll have certsin
Ametiean ideas. ZEither waey I'd De in for a hard time and I puese I
would hsve more chsance in americs becsuse the position of women in
Japan is nothing, I guess that is my only steke in the war btut I
don't velieve in sll that crust avout democracy which they telk
about. Sometimes 1 feel like walking down the street with a little
Japanese flag and waving it around because¢ they think of me ss a
Jap regardiless of what + do. It Gossn't make any difference if 1
supported the war effort or not,"

Shimeko had a gieat deal of off-the-record thines to say abovt
the JACL., w%~he stated that her sister was msrried to Saburo Xido,
the prasem president of the organization. <he JACL secems to be
avout the only thing that she has any constructive things to say
stout even though she is not s memver., It's a matter of upholding
the family prestige. +~he sald that many people have sald nasty
thines sbout Saovuro &£ido and it was commonly telieved that he
accepted a brive of LHU,000 to sell the Japanese down the river,
S8nima.o was furious when she thought of this, "That's sbout the
dirtiest thing I ever heard of., The Japanese sirée narrow-minied when
it comes to things like thal and they belicve anything. The; had
better not say that to my face. I never tell anyone that my elster
is married to Ssburo Xido vecause 1 would have to be defending the
JACL all the time ana I'm not that fond of it,”

She went on Lo uvlast away at lhe Wha and all of its present
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weaknesses. ©She felt that it = should give each resetiler at least
$600 in order to get started instead of the meesley $26. *he point-
ed out how expensive it was to get resettled snd she felt that it
took st least a month for a person to get decent housing and a job.
She felt the WRA was to vleme for her present condition out here

and she feels most insecure, IThere ie a deliverate attempt to
project all of her maladjustments %0 others, even though some of
thie may ve justified., Her present life is very aimless and she is
just existing from day Lo day. ©She gave & rather detailed account
of her experieuces out here.

I didn't sttempt to emphasize much of her background becsuse
it was getting late snd 4 didn't think that it was wor thwhile to
come for snother interview. I think that the best way to get her
real feelings is to have free sesoclation interviews vecause it ex-
presses her sentiments more as she can get worked up easier. She
made the interview jquite difficult becsuse she wanis to argue on
every point snd + refused to enter into any debates. Whenever 1
gsied her some questions about attitudes toward the future, she
would say, "You tell me because I don’t know." 4hen she went into
o long tirade avout why I should get out and do laboring work be-
canse thsat would be the vest way for me to gebl my waterial., I
agreed that this was a good procedure but I pointed out that there
wouvld be tooc much difficulty in getting actual experience in all

the types of work the #igei are doing out here,

I guess Shimeko is naturally ai segreeable and I feel sorry for

her vecause she c¢al be nice, She invited me LO come and pay &
social visit on her at sowe later time but "be sure jou phone me
beesuse I don't kuow what I'11 be doing and I might be out. I hope

you have enough menners to do that.” ©he haed a great deal to say
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about the residents of the house {inecluded in the case document).

Around midnight the boys came back to the room. They hed been
upstairs celebrating. It seems that two of the girls living with
Shimako have lost their Jobs gnd they hsd not been job-hunting for
several days., Lthey were very disturved so that they went to a for-
tune teller wuo Lold them that they would find pood Jjobe soon snd
that one of them would get msrried., This 1lifted their morale up so
much that the) decided to haeve a party this evening end some of the
boye were inviied up. One of the girls had been delibersting sbout
gebting married 0 she finslly made up her mind so they thought the
fortune teller was a wonderful prognasticator of fuvtu.e events,.

Two of the boys in the zoom are hesding basck to eamp in s short
time, ZLhey will re.ort for induction in the middle of this month but
they will we put on the reserves., The boys plan to go back to camp
in oraer to spend thelir recwmaiuing months with their families, One
is 17 end the other 20, <Jhey are quitting their jobs at Interna-
tionsl ALsrvesters this coming week-end so that tkey ean relax for
a week or so around vhicsego before reporting to the Army in order
to be placed ou the reserves. Machi, the older boy, sald that he
was making atout {l.25 en hour, doing plece work at Internstional
harvester so that lic has quite a Lit of money saved up and he didn't
think he c¢ould spend much of it in camp s0 he wanted to buy s few
things here bLefore returning to camp., He has a girl friend back in
¢amp and said he might propose to her vefore he is taken into the
Army. Johnny, the 18 year o0ld voy, ssid he didn't know much Japan-

ese vut he wanted to go back to camp in order to ve with his folks.

HEe saild he might buy a Japsnmese flag so the Issei in camp might re-

ceive him vetter, He thought he would Lsve a 1ot of fun with the

girls out there vecause g lot of jyoung ones sre still in camp., "In
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my block none of the mothers let their 18 year old daughters out of
camp because they don't trust them out salone."

It seeme that many of the resettlers in Shimsko's building are
from her former bloek in Fostou, They all have called ezch other
out. ~himako feels that this is the werst trick tnat'anyone could
pull, ©he ssic tuat she would never call anyone out 0f the center
because it was too difficult for anyone to meke s liviug, She then
began 10 condemn those Nisei who faleely encoursged others Lo re=-
settle. ©She thought thst they should wait until things were s
little more secure for them. I asked hexy why she didn't do this

herself and she then vegan to descrive how unhappy she was in camp.

She felt thet there wss no sense in her ramainine vehind when all of

her frienis left and her family wae ouroken up. ©She was s little
biktter because she thought the government wae the cause of the split
up of her family snd the death of her parents, She indieated that
t.is would not have happened if they were not evacusted. Shimsko
doesn't plan to go back to Califorunia to the home which she owns be=-
cause she said that it would be too lonely for her to live there by
herself and it would only bring back meimor ies of the psst whiech
would hurt Ler. ©he ssid thet two of her urothers and & foster Lro-
ther were in the seivice ami she doubted whether they would ever
come back alive, ©~he felt that they were weing sscrificed L) the
Jews who were wmaking a big profit out of carrying on the war,

1l mentionea that it wes Z yesrs ago since Pearl Harbor and I
said that many famiiies in this country had slso been hit qrite
strongly by the impsct of the war, I pointed out thet there were
glmost 180,000 deaths in the half million total casuslties for the
UsSs since the outvreak of the war, I also told her that this

country was over 200,000,000 in debt since 1941, ~himako said that




this did not concern her at all becsuse il served them right for

going into war iu the fira} place. ©che said that it served Jupan
right too, ®~he felt that the war would go ou for at least 2 more
years because the Japs were so fansticsl. She sbscribed this in-

tensity of the nationalistic spirit to the Japanese blood.

Dr, Je¥. Kikuchi's remedy for neurotic women of this sort:‘“Yon

gotta lay 'emn snd they'll be happy." That's & vlunt wey of deseri-

bing one of Lhe main sowces of the above malad justments,




Shimsko's life story follows:

:t}I had no special reason for leaving camp. I had no other
choice. What can sny of ue do on our own when we are kicked asround
like this, I heé no rosy dresms when I csme out here. I had just
to earn my own living becsuse there was no other choice: My dead
passed away in camp so that 1 had no more family connections in
Topaz, iy brotherlhad Just took his physiesl at Ft. D ourlae and
he was put on the Army reserves., Le wanted to leave camp until he
was called so I decided to come out with him since there was no
other alternativeé..<Two-thirds of my femily were already married
and they had their own fsmilies so there was no sense of any of us
staying in camp. They went their way and I went mine,)

"I didn't egive a hang about anything when I came out here., I'm

not young enymorc s0 I didn’t have any visions svout being & great

suceess, All I had to do was to get s job and make enough to live

oqy\,l didn't have a job when I first came out here but I tought

N

they were quite plentiful, The WRA kept telling ns there were all
kinds of jous out here. What did they have to do that for? They
knew itx wasn't that easy but they were in a hurry to pet rid of us.
They didn't care what happened to us once we arrived. I've never
been in such 8 tig city before so I was pretty naive. The WRA
pleyed a dirty trick on vs, They d0 the smme thing to all of us
coming out here. I came to Chicago snd 1 was 95% optimishm and 5%
pessisim, That's how good 4 thought the chances were out here for
mes I thought 211 I had. to do was to walk down the street and the
employers would rush out and offer 511 kinds of things. I thought
thinge were so different out here and I wouldn't have a single care
in the whole world., Eut I can tell you right now that I am the

opposite snd I am 96% pessimistic about my own futnre. I heven't




hed a happy time out here at 2all. I didn't know what to do0 when I
first got out here except to get a job and try to find s roof to
put over my head:J My vrother came out to Chicego with me so that
it waesn't too hard. be was a younger brother and I felt protective
gbovt him btecause I ksd 2 silly notion thet I wanted to help him
out.T‘I pueee 1'm just a cast off shoe becsuse I don't feel close
to anyone. I'm on my own end I know it., W hy should I have any
kindly thoughts for humsnity? It's dog eat dog. I wouldn't have
developed any of these feelings if I hedn't been evecuated. |

"I left Topaz in May, 1944, I hed stayed there in camp that
long becemse my dad was en invalid snd I couldn't meke sny of my
own plans e8& long s8 I had to take care of him, He died in January
geo I begen thinking avout leaving camp sfter that, I begsnu to have
vague notions that 1 was going to come out of camp at that time,
Yee, I had some nokble idess when I left csmp because I thoupght I
could help my brother get throueh college. He is only 21 years o0l4,
When he firet csme out here he worked as a leb technician snd then
he went to work for Comfort Produete. Co., The outfit moved to Texas
because £t had en Army contrsct. He was doineg laboring work with

them, He eot kicked sround too, I don't have & single kindly

thought for Chicago bécanse it hasn't trested me very well,

"When I first pot here everything seemed strange to me. I
didn't know what to do even though I'm supposed to ve an® edult. I
was & babe in the woods and the WRA waen't very helpful. They
didn't realize whst & terrible thing it was to come out to a strange
plece in order to get started 211 over sgsin, Some of my friends
who had lived in the ssme block with me in Poston before I left,
wrote me letiers from Chicago so I asked them to reserve an apart-

ment for me in thie building., iy vrother end I had a room on the
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second floor at first. {I'Ve lived in this buildine ever since and

L

I know it's no use to 20 out snd look for & better plsce beeause we  {

can't get it, I don't think my hor sing condition hss improved a
gingle bit from camp. All that talk of going tasck to a normel life
is 2 lot of bsloney., We had s better time in cemp and 1‘don't think
we deserve to po through sl1l1 this. Ve shonld get more of a helping
hend but what do we get? A kick in the fece and we are ¢slled Japs.
Why should 1 feel pleasant about the future when I know that these
things will lncrease;:l

"When I first started looking for a job, I went to the WHEA to
ask their help vecause some of my Nisei friends told me that jobs
weren't so easy without experience, That took = lot of fight out
of me. I finally got a Job through them and it was located = bLloek
away from this spsrtment, ‘It wae 2 ecrutty Jjob, I don't wee how
they expect any humsan beiﬁ;s to tske jobs like that. I hsd to eat
g0 I kept on with it for & while, We were just cetting started here
when my vrother's work contrsct expired snd he went to the Army in
July. A week after he left me, the toy fectory where I was working
cut down on the help and I wes one of the first to ve discharged.
I got very panicky because I was on my own snd I had to besr sll of
my own expenses, I had to go out and look for ahother Job right
ewsy 80 that I could keep my apartmenfij I moved upstaire with e
couﬁle of other pirls and_we crowded in topether so that our ex-
pensges would not be so heevy. It's the only thing we can do bve-
cause we cen't waxk live independently on the salaries that they
offer us out here.

"l went over to Shotwell's to look for my next Jjob. A sister
of mine was working there at that time so I asked if I could get in

with her, I was teken in and I started to work immedistely. | I




thought that the jou was fairly easy. It was factory work snd I had
to wax the dehydrated eggs. We had to put them in s waxing machine
end spread the waex film over them, Then the boxes would be sent in
on a conveyor and we filled them up. We had to work at top speed-
in order to keep up., After a while I couldn's stand the grind sny
more and it was too much for me. The hours were inconveniédnt for

me and 1 was dissatisfied so I quit:]

"I went over to the Shoreline Hotel next sand 4 worked there for

a few weeks. l{t wae doing maid's work end I was getting only e

crutty 480 a month for weshing the vaths out snd keeping the rooms
clean. <My job at Shotwell was better as it was piece work and I
was able to net $2.60 a day but I didn't fecl like vreaking my neck
;or thet kind of waee.., I knew I couldn't stend Lthe maid's work as
I never did that vefore and it was degradine. <The employer thought
I was a8 low human being just because‘l had to tske a Job like that
temporarily. I started to look around for another Jopi]

"Une Sundey I went to the Baptist church because I didn't have
anything else to do. 4 sew hev, Morikawa there and 1 told him I
didn't like my job. He told me about an opening with a Baptist
Publication Co. s0o I went over there and got a jov there. That's.
where + work now, ;i'm going to etsy in that Jjob becaus. they trest
me fairly well. 4 hsd a physical echeck-up recently snd I found out
that I was not in sveh pood heelth. That's why I don't want to take
any other kind of job. Who will psy my doctor bill if I pet sick?
I reslize that .1 don't heve much of s future in makineg money, but
gee whiz, I can't afford to tske any chesnces on my health, If I
pet sick there will be no one to look sfter me. That's why I plan
to stay on at that church publisning Job becsuse they might look

alfter me a8 they ere religious people.




-

|"I get slong okay with the othex Caucasisn worke.s in the
office but + don't get too close to them{& One of the girls asked
ma to come vigit her and I guess she is genuine, There sre 4 other
girls working in that office and I knew 2 of them at Topaz vut I
don't get too friendly with any of thems& The boes is pretty
sincere snd 1 get slong with him, I'm not crazy svout that job
though, but what else can I can do? (S himako is the other eirl
mentioned by Amy Manabe CH-573% who acted aloof from the other

Nisei girle,)

| "REight now I look upon myself as a leaf driftine on a stream.
If L hit a snag 1'11 stay there, I haven't any control over my
future and I have to go where the water takes me., I can't do any-
thing to change the direction, HNeither God nor msn ecan help me now,
That's the future I have to look forward to., Should that mske me
happy? 41 don't have anyone that I feel close to and I don't care
for a single person, I mind my business and I want them to mind
theirs. Mayve I should Jjoin the WACs., Isn't thst what all frus-
trated girls do? Why should I kid myself into thinking I have a

future., I know that if I get sick there is no one who will worry

abount me. I might as well die tomorrow and the world will ve rid

of one more person who wouldn't be missed by anyone.;]

"The two girls who are my room-mates mind thelr business so I
don't interfere into anything they do., <Lhey go thelr way and I
just 20 mine., Eight now they hasve been going jJob hunting snd they
are pretty discouraged, <+‘hey follow some nwwspgper adverfisements
snd they were refused Jjust because they were Nihonjin. The inter=-
viewer didn't come rieght out and say that but he might as well have
told them dircetly instesd of giving them the run-eround, When a
Nisel comes sround looking for jobs, the.company suddenly develops

no need for workers because they sre filled up. But I notice that




they continue to run frantic sds in the psper. There's something
wrong some plece., UMy room mates go to other fasctories to lock for
jobs and they see signs up for workers s11 over the plsce 80 they
cen't vnierstand it when they are refused. I just know rasce plays

g8 dominating factor. The employers Just won't come rieht out but

we know, 1 think that there are too many Jepanese in Chicaco now

or meybe the white people don't understmnd us very well, My room-
metes had a Job last week but they quit sfter workine for quite some
time. ZThey were in a sewing factory snd they wented to get some-
thing better rLecause they were vored with the job.

f"It looks pretty hopeless for all of us out here., I don't know

I

whet the future of the lisel workers is goine to be, It's sad and

that's avout all I cen sax{] I'm just wondering whether many of those

Nisei pgirls will inter-marry or what will happen., Most of tho:se
Niegel boys in the Army sre going to te killed because they will be
sent in to do the dangero%s fightine, LIhet's what makes me 80 mad
because my brother was taken in there are =0 many healthy fellows
around with Puvll who get out of it by paying off the rieht people.
The draft is an individual problem for the Nisei fellows but I can't
condemn somé of those fellows for refusing to report for induction,
They don't feel they are fighting for something end it looks that
waye Lhe draft does thst to the problems of all of us, All these
younger Nisei girls want to get mesrried but I don't think they're
going to have too much of a chance for s while.

"It's sawful to ask us to come out here snd start out a new life
when everything is so uncertain, All of the younger fellows are
away from home for the first time in thelr lives and they are sort
of lost.s They have veen dependent upon their folks right up to now,

These kids are plannine to 8ll g0 back to camp as soon as they ret




an induction notice aes they would like to be with their folks the
lest month before they report for service. Ihere's no prospects for
them in the Army so why should they be hopeful for the future./—fhey
are all bitter wut they try not to sct that way because joung pé0ple
have to have some hope for the future, They don't want to eccept a
crutty position like mine but it looks like many of them will hsve
to do it eventvally. There’s no hope, there's nothing ahead of them,
All they can 4o is to erin s»nd besr it. That's s 1ittle more than I

can stand becsvee I know there's no clouvd sround the corner which

will suddenly put the sunshine into our 11ves£] I think that most of

the Higei fellows teke the fatslistic attitvde when they pet colled
for the Army. They don't think chsnces for coming back alive asre
good. I really don't care what happens to anyone snd i don't care
about the war either. The only wsy it towches me is throveh my
brother, 4f he pets killed, I think that it will be the most un-
fairest thing that ever happened and I certsinly won't feel eood
toward the Army.

"All I'm doing now is sittine around in Chicago and I'll stay
here indefinitely. 1 wouldn't care to g0 bsck to Celifornis at all
because I have noining therenWhich would msxe my life eny hsppier.
It would drive me erscy if I went besek to my home town, Our old home
would be there snd I would be slone so0 that it would only bring back
& lot of memories to me. Our family is scattered all over =nd it is
gone now. I Just wouldn't care to stey in that house by myself. We
own our home there yet snd it's in my name but I wouldn't go back
unlese 1 went with some of the femily memvers. We didn't keep the
reetanrant at sll ss we edld it all out. We didn't think it was any

use to keep it up when we didn't know when we were poine to come

teck, I don't plan to po into the restaurant business out here as




I would have to hire some help and there wouldn't be any profit in
that. The only reason we made any money at all in Californis in the

restaurant uvusiness was because we put in on a family basis and we

all worked without wsges, It's grindine work and my heelth wouldn't

be able to stand it anymore, I haven't any capitsl to start a res-
tetrant on my own snyway. Lesides I don't know what's eoine to
happen snd 1 don't went to get eavght like in evecuation when we had
to dispose of everything in such s hurry. The chances out here for
the Nigei in keeping their jous aren't so good. A lot of them are
making money now but you know as well as I do that this ign't coing
to lest.

"The set-up is thet the older people sre going to have their
old jous after the war and the younger ones won't have anything when
they come baeck from the Army., N aturally they will try to shove out
the Niseli among the first and I don't know what's going to happen
when these Nisei lose their jobs. They won't have snythine to turn
to and they'll be in jvst a hopeless condition ss 1 am in ri cht now,
My time came sooner vut it is coming to them too,

"I don't know if there will be a Jspanese town here by the end
of the war vut I don't see how it could help when there are no jous
for any of us, Msybe a Japanese town might be sble to heip some of
them out. I cean't argue on that point vecause I never lived in one,
I don't know what the benefits of a Japancse community couvld be. I
don't know what harm or injuries one could create either, I don't
care if there's a Jaapanese town or not just as lonpg as it doesn’t
interfere with me, But 4 do know thst {f the Japanese out here be-
come segregated, they will be pushed sround all the more and be
discriminated againet juet like the Negroes and the Jews, It will

of
ve just ae basd as ever and then what becomes/their dream of a normal




life in Ame:rica?

"It's 211 right to have hopes for the future, but it doesn't help
our livee right now. I guess most of ue have s8:1id to ourselves time
and time agsin that thie is reslity and we might as well make the
best of it. I've never felt 30 insecure £ﬁ;ﬁ 8ll my 1ife. I just
don't know what i8 coing to hsppen next., All of us feel that way.

I know the Nisel in this house sre no different from sny others and

they are just =s worried as I am. Why should L try to enconrare them

on when I know myself thst it's rather hopeless? The one good thing

-

is that a youvnger person is able to buck these thinks mueh better

than I can. {My life and habits were pretty well set by the time I
was 20 and ifcan't change as easlly as these youne Nisei can.

"Before the war when any serions problems came up, I didn't have
to let it prey uwpon my mind., I couvld talk it over with my family and
we would sll try to work out a solution, Dad was a very understand-
ing person snd we all thought that he was the best. We could look
to him in time of trouble and we knew that we could depend upon him,
Dad wasn't one of these timid issei persons. He wasn't afraid to
speak up for his xightszl My d2d was the first one to have the alien
land law test csse up in the Supreme Court. He went through the
hardest time that the Japanese had in Californis sround 1924 so that
he knew exactly where he stood. ILhat's why he wanted all of his
children to have a 1life similesr to the Caucasisns, My ded hsd been
in the vnited States for over 40 yesrs when he psesed away,

"My oldest brother was born in Japan ovut he wse brought here
when he wae & younester so that he is just like a Nisei, I don't
think he is sble to write Japenese. He slveye planned to stsy in
this country end that's why he made it his carecer to be a doctor.

Le never wss able to preectice smong the hskvjin o that's why he went




to San Frencisco and later Sacremento to practice. He could have
been the best doctor in the world but he wae never hble to go on an
equal basie with the Csucssi=zn doctors he sradusted with becausge of

his raciasl sncestry. 1 don't csll that dewoecratic, do you?

r-—_
| "My family pot places tefore the war tecause we 21l worked for

it. #e worked hard too and we dldn't sit back and cry., i#e knew
what a elim ehence we had snd we were willing to work for it becamnse
there wes = little hopé before a1l this mess broke out., Now we don8%
even have that sliu chence to go on., <Zverythine was swept awsy by
the evacuation. We were pretty well established snd ecoing along in
normal channels before the waf}= dow our femily is spread sll over
the face of this continent, l;m a rotten correspondent so I never
write to the rest of the family, Why should I vother them with my
problem? We weie scattered =11 over California vefore the war but
that was a little different, It didn't take over a day for ms to

get together if it was necessary. We couvldn't do that snymore be-
cause it cost too much to travel asnd we sre long distances from each
other. I don't know what the rest of the family expects to do, I
guess they are struggling along Jjust like I am, uwut they don't have
a8 hard a tiwe &8 I do because they have & little wore means snd
training., I hove one brother who ie a ceaptain (?) (she said that he
was a lieutenant previouvlsy) in the Army and I don't know what he is
going to do after the war., He might even stay in the Army because
there isn't much chance for him if he comes out, He is in the dental
corps now and I don't even know where he is now.‘ Some of my mother
8isters are married. I have another brother who is a doctor here and
my younger wvrother is ready to go overseas now. All of my brothers
and sisters live their own lives and 1 live wminc, I have a foster

brother in the Army and there is snother merried sister and merried




brother but it's no use talkin: about them. I guess they will come

around if any of us get in & pineh, but we g0 our own wsy otherwise,

]:EAII of the Hihonjin living in thie spartment house are young~-

steres, The; tell ue some fine telk sabout spreading out and getting
integrated tut we have gathered here because of the housine ghortage
and the landlords sre not too willine to take us becanse they have
dirty, suspicious minde, MNost of the Nisei in this house are from
our home town besck in Celifornis., W#We were all thrown topether in
the same block in Poston so that's how we got to know each other
pretty well., We kept up the contacts afterwards. There are 9 or
10 living here who came from our block in Poston. I don't know how
many other Nisel sre living here., There is s whole houseful of them
livine here but I don't know them, Why should I o0 around and find
out sbout them? There g a family on this floor who is from ouwr camp
too. The man was s good friend of my brother's and that's how he
happened to come here. Most of the young ones sre working in diff-
erent plsnte but they seem to be contented but I know they are not,
They get s0 restless and they don't know what to 4o sometimes., We
Just get together and gripe like all the rest of the Nisei do, Soﬁe
of the fellows work st night =nd sleep all day so I never sece them.

"I don't think that the fellows in this house run around too
much as they have their own friends here and they behsve themselves
pretty well, They ere not as wild as some of the Nisei I've hesrd
of, Iut they are not sngele either. There used to be quite a few
more fellowe living here Lut they all went back to cemp when they
etarted to get called for the araft,\

"All of us livine in this buwildine think that the apartment
rente we sre chsrged agrmuch too high., My room-mates and I pay $48

& month for = crummy Z-room apsrtment and we cen hardly move sround




in it. The landlady is slow about furnishing us enough things to
mgke our apartment half wa) comfortable. She doesn't even provide
clean linens for vs. It's a bed bug infegted ploce end I hate it,
but what cen we do sbout it when there is no other place for us to
move to., Any vplsce we go, we 'd have to move in with the ted bugs
becsuse that's all the housing which are offered to us and we have
to pay much more for it thsn other people, The lendlord doesn't
like it when'we grumble and he just thinks one wsy. He complains
thet his expenses are high too snd he ien't willine to improve the
place for ue even though we know we pay avove OPA prices. He makes
off thet he doesn't understend uns and we can't do snything drastic
sbout it Lecause we have no other ehoice, We are trapped Just like
rate, I don't know how much longer we'll be stayine here but I
haven't made any plsns for movine, I don't fecl like moving after
getting into this place begcanse it will be too hsrd to find another
plece, And if we 40 move, the plade would probably be just 28 bsad
as this, We would just have to teke it{)

"y room-mates and I don't get into each other's wsy as we all
go off to work. {jf it weren't for that, we would drive esch other
crazy. We have to live together in order to manage on our small
galaries, The zpartments out here come at a high price =0 we can’t
be too choosey cmen though we would like more ptivaey. God, it's
much worse than camp here becanse I think he had more space in (L
camp. I don't even 3it in the vpholdstered furnitwre here becsuse
it is 811 filled with bedbuvgs. Once-in e while the landlord comes
around to spray but it doesn't do much pood. It's terrible during

the hot weather and I don't think I'1ll be able to steand it next

summer if I am still here{jS

2 L_"Some of the Nigeli think that they will be better off if they




g0 to another c¢ity so they move around. I think they are only
fooling themselves., We would have the same problems in anjy city
that we went to 80 we might 28 well conform to the waye of living
which is forced upon us, All that talk about the high standards

of livine in this country is not for ws, I don't feel that I am a
reel part of Chicapo, but I wouldn't feel that 1 wes settled in any
place that I went to., Time is the only thing that will tell whe-
ther I will remein here permenetly or not.

"I certeinly wcnlén't tell others to come out of camp and re-
settle out here. That would be punishing them too much.| I live a
very @ull and rontine life and it's no better or no worse than that
of the majority of other Niseli. I am kept busy in my leisure hours
doing my lauwndry and washing. I'm not able to save a single cent
g8 mogt of my salary egoes into rent and food. I'm Jjust existing.

I sta;t out on Sunday with hiesh hopes that the new week will be
better, but by Wednesdzsy all of my hopes have declined to a low
hope and 1 know that it is useless.

"I don't hsve sny set routine of living right now bLecsuse I

want to leave a little avenue of escape. Once in a while we g0 to

a show downtown wut we can't afford the 95¢ admission price very

often, I don't do anything specisl for recreation altho I try to
do a little ligcht resding once in a while I never seem to have

much time to resd enything besides the newspapers though. Our
friends are slways dropping over and they stay vntil it is time to
po home. There's nothing rosy sbout my life here =nd it isn't
cheerful to hove friende sround becaunse their presence makes us
think atout how bsd off we are and then we feel griped about every-
thing all over agein, Adost of the time it's pretty calm end dull

around here and nothing execiting has hesppened in my 1life since I




left camp., I don't know whst could happen to mske our lives any
fuller. There are certain probleme that are not going to be solved
overnicht, i

"ot of my friends are youngsters =ndi I fecel about twice ss
0ld &8 they are. They are sll childzren of femily friends. We just
spend the time tslkine but I'm not a real part of the proup., I
don't velong to any groups out here, I get notices to ¢oc to the
JACL meeting which arc starting out here, tut it's cetting colder
8o I don't co, I don't feel that it would be worth my time to 2o
cut into the cold westher snd risk eatching & cold for =ny kind of
s mestineg, I don't hsve any attitvdes on the JACL at all, The
Japanese people are too petty and they sre not bic enonch to see
the posl shesad of them, That's why they sll blsme the JACL for
everything that hsppens. I don't blsme it at sll.

"l might as well tell youm that my sister is married to ¥r.
Kido. The JACL is hir pet and he's really workinge his heart out
for the Nisel uvut he gets blamed for everything and that really
makes me sngry. I never tell people thet I am related to him be=-
cause they sre sll against the JACIL, I know that nothing shady was
done by #r. Lido even though he wse accused of stealing money., I
don't have any politiecsl interest at sll so I really don't csre.

1 can toke the JACI or leave it, I just don't like to see dirty
lies passed around suout my btrother-in-lsw thoueh, I think he
shovld weke up one of these daye snd realize that it'e not use

tryine to help the Japesnese out bLeesuse they won't szpprreciate it,

Le might se well work for his family eand not worry sbtout the rest

of them bec:use they don't went him to help out in the first place.
They still pasé ground rumors asround sbout #y, Kido and I know that

they asre a bunch of lies, I don't like my fomily nsme dregfed in




the mud, Thet's the only reason why I get angry. I don't know
enough stout the JACL to defend it. If they have a good cause

that'e okey uy me. I'm not interested in doing anything sctive
myself becsuse I have enouch protlems of my own to worry atbtowut,
don't want you to ever tell snyone that my sister ie married to
Mr, Kido.

The JACL here is tryine to stert up some sort of a club but I
don't think they have msny memkers risht now becsuse the peovle
eren't interested in it, They don't trust the JACL snymore becsuse
80 many rumois went sround, I think the most important thines now
for the Nisei 1is = socisl gatheringe place where they can come to-
gether and forget the hardships of daily livine for s while., It
doesn't have to be exaetly 2 elub but there shovdd be a plce for
them to meet so they wouldn't be s0 restless, I don't think the
churches out here are spproachine it rieht., They can't throw all
the Japanese out here with the Cancesisns snd think that this is
poing to make everyrody heppy. Most of the Nisel are Buddhiest or
non-religious so thet churches out here easn't take care of sll of
them. The #isei won't go ovt of their way to attend churci just
to listen to lectuvres. They would rsther g0 bkowline or to s show,
It's difficult for them to meke adjvstments because socisl oppor-
tunities are not open to them. I don't know too much about what
youne people 2re doing here btut I have hesrd plenty of stories
that they sre poing wild tut 4 don't bleme them ot sll, 1t's the

fault of the WHA for pvtting them into sueh & poeition snd allowing

them to sink or swim, The #KA ounght to know better thsn that,

"Sometimes I think that the WRA is trying to do the best it
can within its limite but it certeinly hese been unite s mess. It

ghould attempt to get the Nisei into more permsnent jobs where they




will have a better chance to get promotions. The WEA just pushed
them into all of the leftover jobs right now, Somem of the Nisei
are meking pood wages now but there'w nothing permsnent in any of
their work, I Juet don't think stouvt the WEA enymore becezuse it's
no use asking them to help you. I just depend on myself now, I
know that I have a sort of nesty temper so I went to the 4KA snd
told them thet the Shotwell Co, didn't pive me any slips to show
the deduction of income tares. I asked the WRA why they dldn't send=
someone to investigete the Jobs we were sent to, wut they s=igd they
Gldn't have the timie. I Just told them off snd I dldn't weste any
more time in srgvine., I puess they don't like me down there be-
cause I didn't act timid like they expected me to.

"I think the WRA should pive the resettlers more than $£5 when
they first come ovt of camp, It takes s lone time to pet s decent
Job out here. The white employere won't teke us on our own merits.
They will %3k give the Jspanese the cruttiest jobs and then they
won't give ue » chance to work wp from there, The WEA should make
more Of sn sttempt to get decent jous when we come out of calp be=
cause we cen't mske ends meet on the low pajine jous thet we ere
sent to., The WRA shovld give st least £500 for esch member of the
fomily to resettle. We gave up plenty when we left the coest and
we need something to get = start with, The beginnine expenses out
here sre hesvy, It wovld coet 2 femily s fortune to set establ ished
in a simple wey when they first come out here. T hey have to buy
everythine from iron, dinnerware, clocks, towels, ete., A family

with children just can't get by on s husvand'e s:lary out here,

Both the husband snd the wife will have to work snd 1t wiil uve hard

at thet., HNone of ue can replsce the things we so0ld or left behind

on the coast, We mieht have gotten a fair nrice for things like




irons end refrigeratore but we just can't replace any of those

things now., That's what heppened to everything we owned so our
loes from evacuation wes even more expensive than we think., 3ZFxdsnis

"I don't know whet those people in csmp will do as they pet
oldez., It will be much more difficult for them to make any adjust-
menta out here, It will be just like the #WRA to suddenly kick them
out of camp one of these fine days and expect them to =0 ount on
their own, There will be s revolution in camp if that day ever
comes becouse the Japanese can take only so mueh snd then they will
refuse to ve kicked around anymore.

"It won't be hard for those Issei who have older children ount.
At Topaz some of the families from our block resettled in farming
because there were 2 sons to help do the work, One family with
older sons went to Vinnesota to 4o fsrmine., But very few of the
0ld folke can go out like this, They covldn't make s go of it
without thelr children, I don't know too many of the Topaz people
but I think their protlems are the same ss those for the Poston
ones. I know that very few of my hometown friends who were our
btlock neightors st Poston have resettled. Our 0ld family friends
et foston just don't o1llow the young girls to come out a2 they sre
too strict. I don't kunow what is poing to happen to sll of those
youne girls in casmp as the) are pettine pretty decperate. I think
thet 1t mieht even cause some of those families to break bop. There
is not a single family from our Foston tlock who hse resettled. A
lot of the older sone snd daughters have gone out uut they haven't
sent for thelr psrents jet because they coulén'tISUpport them on
the outside. By the time ! went to T opsz in Merch, 1944 to rejoin
the membters of my famiy, we were elready split up snd we reslly have

been gcattered since.




"The war feeling doesn't effect me very much out here because
we never talk atout it. I reslly don't know how I reslly fesl about

the war becsuse I dielike it, I don't think it'esx » wer for demo-

cre@y at sll. It's 2 race wer snd if Japen were trested just like

we were then mejbe she wee rieht, The white nations beve been try-
ing kick Japen around 2nd she covldn't stend it snymore., Look st
whaet the hskuvjin did to uve in California? They discriminated ag-
einst ve Jjust becsuse they wented our property. They didn't went
to give ue a chance to rsise ouvr standsrd of livine =nd we hsd to
fight every inch of the way to come up. I think that's the way
with Jepan, I cen't see fiphtine ®or democracy when Enelsnd =nd
the U.S, want to push Japan down and don't eive her = chénce. 1
don't think too much atout 211 this wer bveineses becavee I want to
live my own life, I cen't do very much for the wer very much my~
gelf even though I do feel 1 shounld support it more., The only
reagson why I do svpport it is that my brothers are risking their
livess I can't go around vuying wer tonds on my ¢80 salary. ily
carfare and medicine takes c2re of 211 my spare ecash., I ean't even
put a dollar in the vank to save. Why should I feel like = happy
and free eitizen when I know that I am actunally s sleve. I just
have to g0 on because there is no other way I éen turn, That's why
I don't feel I have a definite stske in the war,

"Phat's my philospphy of 1life in general. I don't know or
¢are who wins the wa¥, I don't ¢sre who wine the war, I take it
besck, I do have s stske in the war and that's my brothsers' lives,
If they get killed they'll be psyineg = high price for nothing.
That's what mskes me Litter, Do you think that if my brothers cot
killed that the hskujin are going to lesseen the discriminstion ag-

ainet vs? Only = foolish person would believe enythine like that,




I read in the paper about the Nisei soldier who got kicked ouvt of
the barter shop in Arizons. Just think how much worst it's coing
to be for a8ll of vs when the Nigei boys take off their U.S. uni-
forme and people will Judge them Just by thelr Javsnece foce. A lot
of the Nigei fellowe hope that thinege will be better after the wer
end thet's why they are willing to fight. But I'm past the spe of

dreaming,

"Most of the Nisei soldiers who sre willine to telk sbout it

tell me that they feel thet they won't pcet equel rigchts when they
come back 8o that's why they sre not so heppy sbout being sent to
the front lines to fipht, They're Letter soldiers Lecause they have
more guts than & lot of the Caucssisn weaklines they are draftinege
now, I just can't convince myself that there is a re=l meaning to
democrecy for eny of us Japenese. The citizenship papers reelly
don't mean very much, I'd still be workinge for #*80 = month even {f
I didn't have the citizenship papers. When I was younger, I was
filled more with ideslism snd I really thought that democraey was
something for us. I certainly was fooled.

"There was nothing eventfuvl =svout my esrly life. I just lived
an ordinary digei girl's life, We hasd quite s strong fsmily bond
in those days end we slwasy tried to help each other ont. iy desd
liked sdventure so that's why he came to:.this country with his wife
and my oldest brother, He wee filled with idealism sbovt this coun-
try too but he learned that it wag all false propsgsnds vefore 1984
but he still had hopes for his children because we were citirens,
He felt that we had » new world to conguer., I gvese my femily dld
do pretty well in spite of the obstacles but 1 seem to ve more 1ike
the aversge Niseil who doesn't get very far vecause we don't get the

bresks,




"The only reason that my fether was thoroughly setisfied with
Americe was vecause of the progress of his children, It looked
like his sons snd dsughters could have hopes for the future tefore

the war., My d2d knew that he covld never reslize his smbition., He

worked for other peovle for 2 while =nd he Just wasn't getting any

place, PFinslly he started his own restanrsnt becauvse that was the
only way he could be fsirly independent.

"We werc just like any other Japsnese femily even thoueht my
father made all of the decisions for us, He wasg wiser in hie ways
and he wanted to help us from getting hurt, As we grew older we
began to know our own minds snd we didn't believe in s 1ot of the
Japsnese ways that ouvr varents wanted vs Lo follow. We began to
make a8ll of the decisions for ourselves., But we respected our
mother just ss much 28 our father beeaunse she had a fine cheracter
also, Our perente never forced us to do snything, even going to a
Japanese school. There were 6 of vs in the family and we all went
our own way. There wasn't very much to my childhood daye., I puess
I was a typical HNisei girl., Ily perents were striet in their ways
put they didn't force very much of the Jepanese culture on vus be-
cause there wasn't the time. There weren't meny Japsnese in the
neighvornood to form a Japsnese school which weat on a reguvlar
schednle. I guess that's why we didn't hsve to otserve 28 many of
the Jap=nese customs a8 they d4id in the lsrper Jsvenese communities.
lMost of the time my parents were too busy mskineg =2 livine for the
children and that's how it was with all of the rest of the Japanese
families who lived eround,

"About 10 or 1f years ago I took over the management of the
restavrant by myself snd my perents let me do 2ll of the bveiness

treneasctions, We 211 helped out in the work thaet had to be done,




It was a very routine Jjot in the restaurant. I just worked there

all those jears before evecuation. I had to develop & sharp tongue
because we served the poorer clsss of people snd they were mostly
men, I never got married because I was too busy. I guess 1 thoueht
I was too good for the fellows. My tongcue wes too sharpt for them
and they never came sround snymore, I didn't feel I was missing out
on anythine becsuse I was too buey.

My dad took in s 9 jear o0ld orphan about 1£ yesars ago and this
boy erew up‘as a member of our family. That Juet made one extra
mouth to feed., I worked hard in that restavrant bvt I didn't mind
it vecause we felt pretty secvre. My brothers had ambitions of
their own and they were zble to get trhoucgh with college training
with my dad's help. iy porents were willing to secrifice to help
the sons reslize their amuitions, BEventuolly my oldest brother
became a doctor but he didn't come home to practice because there
weren't enough Jspanese saround. He went to another community., My
oldest gister got out of J.C. and she got merried. Another urother
went into dentistry and practiced for hireelf, He is in the Army
now,

"My dad didn't try to push any of uns slong as he wanted us to
live our own independent lives. He was very ambitiove for =11 of
ve snd I pguvess we 21l ecot that feeling from him. It wae more im-
portant for the sons in the femily to have careers. It just fell
on me to teke over the restavrant =fter I cot out of school beceuse
I was the oldest one left, I went throueh hiph school snd J.C, but
I dian't learn anythine, BREducation didn't do me sny earthly good
as far as 4 can see, It didn’'t help me to rvn the restaurant any
vetter vecause it took common sense. Mayve I missed out but it's

too late to continne my education sg I am 2lresdy set in my waye,




"There were only sbout 50 Japenese fsmilies livine in our 7i-

cinity. [ﬁy father was a fairly strict Christisn and he used to say

erace at the teble. I belleve in s God Lut that's sbout the only
thing I velieve in now. It's the only thing 1 have left to hang on
to but I don't think thet God cen help me out now vecsuvse I'm
reslly in & pickle and I know it. I'm not livine o happy 1life now
and thet's 811 I ask. I thoucht relipious wonld eive it to vs butb
I'm not sure. God knows I went to church long enough;7 During the
time I wee growing up I went to chureh reesvlsrly. My parents’
sttitvude toward religionsx wes that all of us should te s true fol-
lower of @od. Most of the families in our community were Christian.

"we hed s sort of Japsnese church in the area tut t@ere waen't
& definite Japanese town., There were slso some other Japanese OIr«
canigstions in our district but onr community was too smell to have
too meny of them, However, the Japanese people living around there
were falrly unified, The minister of the Jepsnese church was gen-
erally looked upon for help in time of erisis, We didn't have too
many big shote in the community except the president of the Japen=-
ese Associstion, Mr, Okuto., 4quite a few Nisei went to college from
our district. Mine Okuvo, the srtist, wes one of them. I think
that ouvr Japenese commubnity was more liberal than the ouee in the
other rese of the state becouse it wssn't so strict, Ouvr faomily
did fairly well in spite of the hardships, We hed o lot of pres~
tipe Lecsuse my brothers were in professionsl work, All of the
femilies sround were enxiovs that their children sttend collcge in
order to be svecesses too., Alfred Sswahsts wes enother fellow from
our district snd he beceme en architeet for some Csuvcssian company
in Sen Frencisco. We didn't have s strong Bvddhiet ecroup in our

midst so that the Issei weren't juite a conservative ss some of the
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other groupse thst I later ran acroszs in campézz

f“By the time the war broke out, I was living a fairly routine
lifes I concentrsted on the restaurant snd I never gave a thought
for the future. 1 wasn't aware thet a war wes comine om &t all., I
can't say thet I wes entirely contented with nmy lot fn life sltho I
wesn't particulsrly dissatlsfied.mith anythine, The main thine was
thet I etill bhed my folke with me snd I knew that I counld face any
problem aé lone es they were sround. There was = comfort in having

=

others to which we covld discuss problems with, |

"On Decemver 7, 1941 I was working at theh;estnurant. Ouvr home
was 2 little distance away, My brother used to take food home to
the folks. That Sunday he ceme back snd told me abount the atteek
on Pearl Hartor, I to0ld him that he was kidding, btut my brother
82id that d=2d4 hed heard it over the rsdio. MDad corld unierstand
ZInglish fairly well for =n Iscei and he could reasd and write 1t well
enongh 80 I didn't know what to believe. He must have understood
what ceme over the radio because he wonldn't have my brother come
down and tell me 2 story like that just for a joke.

"I was bLusy in the restanrsnt so I just continued on with my
work. I ususlly closed the place up between 2:00 and 5:00 on Sun-
day afternoon and took my folks out for = ride srownd the counsry-
gide in my sutomobile. I didn't know wheth.r I could do it on this
particulsrkx dey because I had definitely found ouwt that the Pearld
Herbor sttack had really $hken place. I was pretty worried vy then,
From that moment 1 had the war on my mind and I didn’t know what
wae ecoing to happen.

"I wee afrsid se I knew that I was a Japsnese and anything
eoula hsppen to we, If there were a riot, I knew that thines could

be very unpleasant and ovr homes snd businessges conld bLe s11 wrecked.




. I was even worried asbout the safety of our lives. Camp Hahn sna
March FPleld were located near our town send I was afraid thast any-
thing counld hsppen if those soldiers went on s sudden outbreak and
wipe out sud.enly sll the Japesnese in the community. By the time I
got home I was sgared. We were pretty scared dvrineg the early part
of the wer snd were constantly worried abovt whet wouvld haopen
next, Nothing hsppened so we bresthed easier snd began to tske
things in stride.

"I expected some trouvkle 2t the restsurant because we had
llezxican and Negroes and & few soldiers casme occasionally., But no-
thine uneventful happened to distruv the peace and we all tried to
make ourselves as inconspicious ss possible. «e never had sny in-
cidents hsppening in our neichborhood., I guess the reason for
that wes that my hometown was a nice place Ffilled with pious
Christians and churches, The people were sll pious and righteous
even though they d4id pvll some dirty btusiness deals once in a while
but that didn't count, {n the whole they trested the Jepanese

with indiffereﬁce and a few were even friendly.

"My first snd foremost worry contiouwsly for the next few month%

was for my perents. There were rumgors stout what was going to hap=
pen to the Issei and I didn’t know if it were true that all the old
people were goineg to be thrown into » concentration camp by the Army
1 knew that my folks could never stand this becsuse they were il11,
iy mother was parslyzed snd my dad was a semi-invalid, The rumors
sbout evecustion eot =tronger snd stronger, ~Pretty soon it built up
to the point where I could hardly stand it becosuse of the suspense.
Then the orders for evacuvation csme and I was stunned to learn that
the Nisei were included. #e were no longer Americsn citizens of

Japanese enccetry; we were just Japanese withamgxaxcammiry no rights




of citizenship., That's what it boiled down to anyway. When we
were evacus ted, that wse the end of demociscy as far as we were
concerned, The Caucssian people didn't pretcnd any longer tonat it
was for everybody and they made it plein thst it was for white
people only.

"There was no wsy for us to avoid the evacvation =0 we vegan to
make ouvr preparations and that wess juite s heectic time for us. iWe
didn't know what to take, we didn't know what to leave., #e didn't
inow if we should sell ouvr business. W#e didn't know whether to
gell our home or furniture. Averything we had to disposc of was a
provlom beeause we dldn't know whether we should or not. The WCCA
office in our district didn’t do s consarn thinge for anything,
They Jjust sat in thelr office tryine to sct impor tant and they did

not care of the Ceucssians came and gypped vs left and right,

That's another faunlt with the eovernment. They put in uwngvalified

people into the WCCA so that it was of no earthly use to usg, They
couldn't give ue sny infommation on any thing without wiiting s
letter to San frencisco to find out. #We conldn't wait thet long as
we nhad to sell in & hurry so we went shesd and did what we thought
was best. It was all bad and a nightmare. I knew we haed to go snd
I was pretty sore st the time tut I didn't heve any particulasr re-
actions at the time. I Just accepted it se somethinz that couldn't
be helped, The more I think of it now thoueh, the more bitter I
get now because the whole thine was so unfair.

"It wouldn’t have teen 20 bad if the 4CCA helped us with the
@ ieposal of our businessese., A lot of the J spanese families lost
big amounts bLecause there was nobody to advise them. sy family put
en ad in the papers and we decided to sell .the restaurant so that

we got a falr price for the thines we had to sell. Our biegest loss




was in the loecstion snd there was no way of compenssting us for
that. I waen't too vitter about lesving my home town begsuse we

were being uprooted. I was just ssd. I ocuess all of vs got uvitter

after we got into camp. Then we began to think of the harsh condi-

tion of camp, our losses, the WCCA and thinee like that so that our
bitterness increased,

"My fsmily went to Poston directly. They told vs to tske only
2 hafdbses and that's 511 that we were permitted. ®hen we cot there
we had to £il1l1 ourown msttressecs with straws. I hst d=rn mattress
was so uncomfortable to sleep on. I helped in the mesa hall for s
while snd then I got asthm= go I juit workine,

"idy ble heartbreak wse thet my vrother, who was s doctor, had
to 20 to Tule Leke in the beginning and then he was later trans~
ferred to lopaz, We had quite a time decidine where ouvr parcnis
shonld 20. After many family conferences we decided thet it wovld
be best for our perenta to po with my doctor brother #0 we drove:
them up to Sascramento just vefore evacuation, That was a terrivle
mistake as my folks were never used to my oldest brother snd he bad
his own fsmily that he was more interested in. Lt's all done snd
water under the bLridge now,

"rfter I cot into Poston I made every attempt to join my par-
ents with the rest of the family members I wae responsivle for, We
finslly 41id get to Topaz in Mereh, 1943, 2k My mother passed away
the day after I arrived. My dsd died from his hesrt ailment in
Jenvary, 1944 and I was lookine =2fter him duringe the last few months
thet he had left. I wss juite bitter hecavse my father was 80 bed-
ridden end this waes caused by the Army movine him arovnd so much,
All of ovr friends werec still at Poston end 1 think my parents

would hsve been hapoier there inste=d of movine arownd like they




"That was s terrific decision for me to arrive at. 1 thoueht
that if I took my parents to Poston with me and something hsppened
to them, the rest of the femily wovld elways condemn me. Thet's why
I let my parente g0 to my brother thst wes s doetor who covld take
better for them. As things turned ont they were moved sroundé more
than if they hsé come to Poston with me, They had to go to Ssecrs-
mento, then to Tunle 4aske s#nd lster to Topsz. Thet wes too much
traveline for thfm to do, On top of that they were sepsarated from
the family snéd o0ld friends and these thines hseteneéd their desth,

I never should hsve let fhem get sway from me., My pasrents were .se=

paratied from the younger children they were fond of, I reaully

covldn’t do anythine svout it as we put it to s family vote and
everyone thouvght it would ve better for them to ke with the doctor
brother., I wes the only one who voted speinst it., They wented 2all
of us to go to Sacramento but we hadn't pascked sll our thines to=-
pether before thines were frozen. We didn't sce our familics agsain
for about a jear and then it was too late because my mother didn't
even recognize me when I saw her.

"I was pretty low and spirits the rest of the time in camp. 1
worked in s mimeograph building during the time I was in fopaz end
took care of my father uvntil his desth. I began to think of ree
settlement sfter my brother wae celled for his phyeical. My cemp
experiences are sll past now snd I don’t have fond memories of them.
I had £ orphen children to tske core of, Une was 18 jyeeres old and
the other 16, <They were Kibei girls snd the sister of my foster
brother, I tried to do everythine I could for them in camp but
they disillusioned me. S ome of the older people in e¢amp thought

tihat I wase too hersh on these girls. 4 hsd s soft =pot in my heart




for orphsns but these Kibel girle spoiled all of that. They were
really selfish., #hen they walked out on me snd got merried, I de-
cided never spein to help other people. It bothered me quite & bit
because I thoueht I had done something wrong. Uy life up to that
time was slwaye in terms cn my f?mily and those we took in so that

1 don'"t think I wss the selfish one. ilaybeszry 1t wos Ave to the
terricle cemp 1ife., I know I pot bitter evout my folks psssing away
end 1 took it out on camp, There was no future in camp for me and

I didn't have bright dresms when I came out here. It was sll due to
the war., I couldn't ve for Japan exactly because I felt that an
Amerkcan with a Japanese fece in the U.&. hed more of s ce¢hsnce than
& person who hed & Jopencee fsce with =2 U.S, cuvlture eoing to Jepan,
That'es why I dismissed all thoughte of the war from my mind,

"My Poston neighbors were not 2ll1 sveh fine people either, We
had our usval gripes snd they condemned me for the way I hsndled my
£ Kibie foeter @isters, I did everjthing possivle for them znd I
gave them clothes and gifts. The only thing I objected to was when
they pot laz)y sround the house 2nd I didn't think it was wise for
them to sta) half of the nights with fellows, They walked out and
left everything I gave them., I got them back home with me and I
took them to Yopaz with me as I thought that & new start would
straighten them out. After I got to T opaz I kept on having these
strugegles with my foster sisters. I was feeling pretty low myself

Lecavseof the death of my mother snd later my father., I didn't know

what to do with myself snd I wanted to get awey from cmmp and re-

eettle., I thought I could g=% bring the Kivel girle with me end
help them get a new start as they were getting into the same rut in
Topaz., They didn't want to come becavnse they had boy friends,

Thet's when the finsl break came and they got rmrried and that's




when I came with my vrother., I don't thiuk I failed those 2 girls.
Mayte it's vetter that thinge happened that wa, bvecause I certainly
am in no position to give out advice to any youne person., I'm very
pessimistic about the future and I'm cynieal sbout sll this patrio-
tism, I don't know what's coing to happen to me. I think that all
of the disei heve the same worries that I do. [it looks rather hope=-
Sometimes I get =0 mad that I feel like makine s Japanese

and walk down the stfeet waving 1t. They all trest us like we
were foreigners anywsy and we still haven't pgot out citizenship
right, We are living iu en awericen community and it's no® use
dreaming that this opportunity will come to us. <The only thing that
prevents me from waving & Yapanese flag here is that I know that I
can't live in Japon either, I'm in & worse vosition than s man
without a country. If my health gives out I'11 really be in a ted
position, <Maybe I'11 think different a few months from now and
mayvbe I won't., 1I'w not quite as bLitter as last fsll bLecavse I
don't hope for too many thiungs. I know ezactly about the housing
conditions heze aﬂ@}i don't have falze hopes avout Jouvs. I siruggle
along on my income hoping to & live under ;,decent income but I
keep going under every month. <My ® leisure time isn’t too setis-
factory.. Actually I'm living & very; drav 1ife snd I wouldn't ue
any hoppier if I were in a Japanese comwunity out here.>» When I
reelize 21l of these things, why should I te happy avout my 1life
out here. I don't feel like a vird that has been freed from its

c¢nge., I feel more like a confined prisoner than I ever did vefore

and I don't see how things can get vettcr. It might get progress-
\I

ively worse at times, Who knowg }
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