Interviewer's code
Mrs, Fumi Tomita (Koshln Evacuation and Resettlement Study,
Fusake Taneksa February, 1944 (Revised)

T
[ =)
bt

ee CH-B07

"

SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS

Date of interview pril 26, 1944 Interviewer C. Klikuchi

1, Case number o 24 Sex, M (ED 3. Marital state @S D W 0O
Entered * Lef't
4, Present address 034 Armitage 11-21-43 ==
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Birthplace Kobe, Japan 7. Birthdate 2-27-1
Alien or Citizen alien 9. Nisei, Kibei or Isseil i
Addresses between Dec. 1, 1941 and evacuation
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Assembly Center Puyallur
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Relocation Center Minidoka

Addresses since leaving Relocation Center
(prior to "present address") Entered

14. Family members living together on December 1, 1941,
Relationship to .
Resettler ; Sex Birthplace Occupation Religion

Paul Koshino M Denver Tmport Co, empd Methodist
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What members of family listed in 14 evacuated together to Assembly Center?
Give symbols
What other related persons?

Relationship Occupation
to Resettler Age Birthplace (as of Decs 1, 1941)

(a) Chet (husband] | &0 M | Seattle ody & fender man
(e)

Tfhat members listed in 14 or 15 above went together to Relocation Project?

Give symbols
What other related persons?

Relationship Occupation

to Resettler Age Sex Birthplace {(as of Decs 1, 1941)
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Family members living together in Chicago

Address ‘ Occupation
symbol | Relationship (at date of
(see 13) | Entered | Left | To Resettler | Age Birthplace | Interview)
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18+ Educational history of resettler
Gremmar schools (name and location) Grade completed
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High schools (name and location) Grade completed
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Carfield Hioh PR S
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Colleges, universities and vocational Grade
schools, (name and location) completed Degree
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Attendance at Japanese language
school, location
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" Occupational history (begin with first job). ' Note periods of unemployment
by entering dates continuously and writing "unemp" in Job column to cover
such periodses Include employment in Assembly Center and Relocation Project
and continue with employment since resettling. Reason
Dates Ave mo. | for ter-
From Te Nature of job | Type of industry | Location| wages mination

193541936 Domestic Seattle | 25

19364193 Helped at hone until dad passed sway
1938+1939 went to vocationgl
2/39%4/42 c secy ! Dunn Seed Store
18/42 | Pagpyroll cledk TCC
249/42 | Housing , 7BA
411/43 | Unemploy
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20s Political activities
Dates Voted in what elections For what party
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CH 40. Virginla Fumiko Tomita WRA Form 26 503,865

2., Minidoka, Idaho 8/17/42
3. Puyallup, Wash. 5/16/42
4, 1019 East Pike Street, Seattle, Wash.
5. Kashino Bujinasuke (dec.) Japan 5a. Lumber Expert (US)
Oda, Hatsune (dec.) Japan
7. Grammar school, Leschl, Seattle, 9/24 to 6/31
High school, Garfield, Seattle, 9/31 to 6/35
Business school, Edison Vocational, Seattle, 1937 to 1939
7a., Bookkeeping and secretarial work
8. Kobe Japan 3/27/18 to 5/19
12. 61 110 1bs.
15. Wears glasses
18. Marriled
19. Wife
20. 3/27/18
23. No
24, High 4
25. Speaks Japanese
27. Bookkeeping
27a. Knitting
28. 3/39 to 4/42 J.W. Dunn and Co.
1912 Pike Place, Seattle Bookkeeping & Secy.clerk $22 w
Seed and Fertilizer Dealer
29. Knitting and crocheting
30. Methodist

Fumi's husband, Masaru Chet Tomita

2. same
S. same
4, same
5. Thomas Takichl Tomita Japan
Kiku Shigemoto Japan
S5a. U.S. cook
7. Grammar school, Central, Seattle Wn. 1923 to 1929
High school, Broadway, Seattle 1329 to 1933
7a. Auto repalr
8. None
12. 674 140 1lbs.
15. No major defects
18. Married
19. Head
20. 4/10/15
23. No
24, Hi, 4
25. Speaks Japanese
27. Auto mech.
27a.---
28. 1940 to 1942 Boulton Auto Rebuild Driver Painter's helper $1.00hr.
1520 13th Ave., Seattle Mechanic ;00 wk.
1939 to 1940 Unemployed 2 mo.
1932 to 1939 Augustine & Kyer Inc.
2 years 1st & Marion, Seattle Produce clerk
1l year 45th & University, Seattle Stock clerk
4 years 1518 6th Ave. Receiving clerk $27.50 wk.
26.0.F, Auto mechanic (Painting)
30. Baptist




Eivacuation & Resettlement Study

Charles Kikuechi
Chieago, Illinois
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CH=40 Fusako Takata (pseud.)

Mrs. Fusako Téﬁhka, 26, techni=-
cally is an 1ssei as she was born in
Kobe, Japan on March 27, 1918,
dowever, she has lived in Ceattle
since the age of one up to the time
ol evacuation,

'usako is a housewilfe and this
case illustrates some of the diffi-
culties of a housewife umd in re-
settlement since she told of these
problems in great details, The case
also is an example of 'ow a none
citizenship status affects the
personality development of an indie
vidual,

Mrs., ?aﬁhkﬁ has all of the
letters which passed between her and
her husband while she was waiting
Yo be resettled, unfortunately her
baby threw away the keyp to the trunk
s0 she has been unable to get them,
She has promised to loan these
letters as soon as she can get them
out.




Mrs. Fusako Taheka, 26, is a tiny nisei-ish youngzxwoman,
rather intelligent, with a very pleasing personality. She has no
difficulty at all in expressing herself and she has had many Cau=
casian contaets in the past, Fusako is a housewife and most of
her energies is spent in taking care of the year old baby and the
household,

Mrs., Tafake was evacuated to the Puyallup assembly Center on
May 16, 1942 along with her three brothers, Her parents are de=-
ceased., The oldest brother, 31, was born in Uenver, and he was
employed in an importing company prior to the war. The second

brother, 29, was also born in Venver and working in the came com=-

pany, A younger brother, 22, was born in Seattle and he was

employed in a Japanese hurdware store before Pearl Harbor, Fusako
is the only ohild of this femily born in Japan sincee her other
sister was also born in Seatile. This sister is married and she
was not evacuated in the same household, The oldest brother is
now working for the Immigration Service as a Japanese interpreter
while her youn brother volunteered Pecently into the Army.
Fusako was working as a secretary in a Caucasian seed s=tore at the
time she was eveucuated., ©She was married after Fearl Harbor so
that her husband, Chuck, 29, was evocuated with her. He was a body
and fender man in “eattle before the war and he is doing a similar
sort of work in Chiecago. (Miyamoto document CH=3507 records a
detailed interview with Chuck.)

Mrs, Tanaka was reloocated to the Minidoka center on sugust 17,
1942, In August, 1943, her husband resettled to Chisago and Mrs,
Tenaka followed with her daughter in November.

She has not worked in a regular job since September, 1942,




A% Minidoka she was employed as a housing elerk for 16 a month,
During her stay at Puygllup she worked as a pay rodl clerk in the
administration building. Irom February 1939-april 1042 she wes a
bookkee per and seeretary for J.W. Dunn, a sced company receiving
a salary of {25 a week. Prior to that time she was in school and

helping out at home. During 1975 and 1956 she worked as a dome s

tic in Seattle for 28 a month, ©She has no other work experience,

Fusako has never voted because of her non-citizen status,

She received her complete education in “eattle. In 1931 she grad-
uated from Leschi elementary school, +~“he then attended Garfield
high school where she graduated in 1925, She returned to school
in 1937 to take a business course at the LZdison Voeati nal Sehool,
a publie school and she received her diploma in 1938, She has
never attended a Japanese langua e sohool.

Fusako belongs to Tamie's (CH-4) immediate eircle., She lives
in a small 3-room apartment on Armitage ~t. just off of the E
station., It is located near the back of a building and the one
blg disa@tvantage is the lack of sunlight, Her husband has fully
furnished the place at his own expense, I'usako was 8o anxious to
get out of cemp with her baby that she was willing to live in any
place even though she ecnsiders her present apartment as part of
the sluns,

"Fusako is the only one of her family born in Japan., Ghe is
quite 4mericanized and her alien status has been a sort of mental
confliet in the past and especially so since the outbreak of the
ware ©She 1s inclined to be slightly nervous in temperament, In
Seattle she did not live right in the Japanes- community and she

was able to make considerable contact with Caucssians even though




she did confine a great deal of her social asctivities to nisei
cirecles,

Fusako had a great struggle with her family in order to get
married but it was principally the objeetion of her mother-fn-law
which made the situstion difficult. Chuck's mother thought she
was not good enough for her family and there was a difference in
religion. There was so much conflict that they had to postpone
the wedding from June, The outbreak of the war made this lssue
secondary so that Chuck and iusako were married on Jan, 4, 1742,

One of her greatest fears after the outbreak of the war was
that she would be interned and sent to Japan and she thought for a
while she thought she would ‘e separated from Chuck forever., This
was one of the factor which made them defy the family and get
married. ILusako was determined she would not go to Japan to live.
She feels that this 1s the only country she know and will stiek to
1t even though she cennot get citizenship, Her great dear now is
that her husband will get drafted and she does not want to go back
to camp or join his family who are now resettled in Omaha. Yo
decision has been reached on this. Her husiand is working over-
time to save money for her. JFusako ieels that his is working too
long and doesn't see much of him. She only recently entered
Tamie's oirele. ©&he feels that she will go to chureh soon and in
this way will get to know of the neighborhood people., <the main=-
tains her contacts faithfully with her pre-war Caucasian friends
@s she believes that these are lasting friendships,

Fusako 1s very conscious of her alien status and her husband

has cautioned her not to tell her neighbors as it may eausc some

trouble, Her hueband is working at the s:me ~arage as Mike (CH=85)




and social contucts have bheen developed here also. He received 80
cents an hour at his job and he felt that this was low in compari-
son the {1,195 he received for the same type of work in Ceattle,
lHowever, he does not intend to quit and take a war job because he
likes the atnosphere of his present place of employment.

Fusako is alone most of the day taking cere of the baby and
doing the household duties so that she has not had an opportunity

to develop other oontacts in the neighborhood yet. +~he was a

career girl up to her marriage so she is somewhat restless about

returning to work. Chuck objecets to it quite strenucusly as he
feels thﬁt she should devote all her energies to the home, Fusako
intimated during the course of the interviews that the birth of
her kxrih baby was an accident but she is glad that she has it now,
She does not plan to have any more children for the duration as she
feels it will be too risky with her husband drafted. <he fears
that she may be left with the children and has no close family to
turn to except a married sister in camp. Her husband would like
her to Join this sister in camp after he is drafted but Fusako
objects, <~he would rather take a domestic job for only room and
board if the employer allows her to have the child with her. She
feels that she coulld manase in this way as she would be given an
Army allotment to take care of other expenses,

Chuek and fusako have a reserve fund saved up irom before the
war since both of them worked but she feels that she cannot touch
this money unless there is an emergency. The whole expense of re=
settlement has been taken out of her husband's current incope., He
makes around 250 a month at the garage. d{usato 1s able to save

ab ut 410 a month out of this plus a savings of around 20 a month




in war bonds. The expenscs in furnishing their apartment is still
being paid for. The rent is quite reasonable as it is only .14 a
month Xax but Fusako does not like the place. IHowever, she would
rather live there than go back to a camp atmosphere, +~he tands to
look a$ things optimistically so her view of the future is not as
depressing as many nisel contacted, <he isn't in the least bitter
about the evacuation and draft at the present time altho there were
a few statements made during the interview which might indicate
that this is not entirely true. Fuscko manages to live quite com=-
fortably out here and her adjustment process is rather sucecessful.
Her detailed life story follows:

nlly dad came to imerica when he was only 14 years old and he
stayed at the lMethodlst Mission school in Portland, I think it
was through the influence of the missicoaries thét he first came to
this country. He had heard a great deal of .merieca through them
and he wanted to come so badly that his parents finally agreed
after the missionaries had converted them, Dad educated himself
over here and he went right through business college., I don't know

what he did in the period after that but eventually he joined a

Japan import firm with a braneh office here., I forget when he got

married. I know that he went baek to Japan to et married. Mother
was Ifrom the Okayama ken too and I imagine that it was an arranged
marriage like they had in Japan, A4fter that he brought her over
here about '3 years ago,

"Dad took his youns wife to Denver where he as working for
the same company before in another branch office. He got contract
laborers to work for the reilroads and other hakujin firms., His

company also financed farmers in Golorado, Montana and Wyoming so




that they could get started. Dad was always a church-goer so he
helped to establish the Japanese Methodist chureh in Denver. It
is s8till the only Japanese Christian church there., Iy two older
brothers and sister were born in that ecity.

"During the last world war my older brother was sickly as a
child and my mother wanted to take him back to Japan because she
thought the climate there would be better for him, Dad sent all
of the family over there in 1917 and he followed a few months

later. He came back to Seattle in 1918 and he decided to stay

there, He was still working with the S, Ban Co, Just before my

mother was ready to bring the family back to &meriea to join dad,

I was born in Kobe, I missed being an #4merican eitizen by only

two or three months and I have always regretted that. I came with
ny family to America when I was only a few months old, After that

a younger brother was born in Seattle. 'then my mother first started
back for america, my grendmother insisted on keeping my older
brothers and sister with her, That's why they are more kibei-ish.
Dad made several trips back to Japan after that, but his company
wént bankrupt after tha 192! earthquake, Dad then started his own
business in Seatltle.

"As long as 1 can remember, dad was always quite active and
very smericanized &k his ways., He did not have very many connect-
ions in Japen since his father had married 2 times and he canme
from a large femily, Dad inherited one of grandfother's farms in
Japan but he gave it up to an older brother who was not so well
off. My mother's side of the family were al.ays store keepers and
mgrohanis, ©She had % brothers and sisters and none of them ever

had any cehildren., 4ight now only one unecle is living and my pare-




ents brought him up in our home in ~eattle until he went back to
Japan in 1926 when grandmother became seriously ill. That unele

took over grandmother's fireworks factory and I suppose he is still

over there making ammunition for the Japanese Aymy in all likeli-

hoods I haven't heard of him for years,

"Dad always was well off until m1923 when he lost everything
in the earthquake as he had sll of his money invested in that com=
pany. It became a hard struggle for him after that as my mother
was an invalid for 8 years before her death. 4another -~ounger
brother I had died in irnfaney and my mother never got over that
shock. We used to have to take her to the country for % months
every year because of her delicate health. ©he finally passed
away in 1954 with tubersulosis and sll of those doctor bills kept
us rather poor but not in pxmrziixx poverty., Dsd was not well him-
self because he ocontaoted T.B. from mother and he pacssed away in
Desember, 1935, The doctor didn't detect it until it was too late,

"That's about all the contacts I've had with Japan since I
don't know any ol my relatives. I suppose therec are quite a number
of them but I've never bothered to try and find out. WMy mother
died before I was old enough to be inquisitive about these things,
I do know that I have 2 doctor cocusins in Japan and another is a
dress-maker. I don't know very much about my dad's side of the
family. Once my father told me that one of his cousins went with
the Japanese embassy to Persia as the Imperial Dootor and he was
quite prominent, Ve have no other relatives in this couniry now.

"During his lifetime, dad was quite actime in the Japanese
community, He belonged to the Japen Society and he was one of the

charter members of this group. He also belonged te the kenjin kai




and the Japanese Association., He took a very active part in the
Japanese community life until his health started to break down,
He also belonged to several haltu jin business eclubs, He spoke
English well becsuse he had been in this country for so long., My
mother spoke only broken £nglish and she preférred to speak Japane
ese., My parents got along well although there was 16 years age
difference. They never had any big guarrels and dad was always
concerned with mother's poor health,

"Since I was brought to Seattle from Kobe at such a young age,
I naturally don't remember anything about Japanik and it is a for-

eign eountry as far as 1 am concerned, My home is Seattle and I

will always consider it as nmy h0me.! “@ lived in a Caucasian neigh-

borhood near lake Vashington. I didn't have any Japanese playmates
while I was a child and I only saw Japanese children at the Sunday
schools I always had Caucasian friends to play with since they
lived in the same nei hborhoods I didn't reslize any difference
until I got to high school. “hen I got more interest in the Japane
ese group in feattle. The way I got started was through the young
people's group in the lMethodist church,

"There was nothing outstanding about our home life., I used to
like to read a lot and I went to the library qguite often. In the
sumnier I slways went swimming in the lake with Caueasian kids. For
S sumnmers our family had a cottage on Puget Sound snd we wuoilld have
wonderful times out there, Vhen I was in the elementary schoolk,

I joined the Campfire Girls and I was the only Japanese in the
group. I wasn't able to take part in too many physical sctivities
as I was not too strong as a child. I hud to take up only the mild

sports so0 that I would not exert myself too muaht:]




*"Our family lived in a large 8-room house, Ve always had
animals around the place since we had a very large yard., We had
some Japanese articles in our home =ince dad had & collection of
ellk peintings on the wall, Ve ate Japanese food occasicnally as
e tofu man used to come around once a week to sell us Japanese

food., My mother buy enocugh so we could eat Japanese food about 3

times a week, Ve were not cut off entirely from the Japane;e gom=

munity because my parents had & lot of Japanese visitors, They

were busineeses and church friends,

"We spoke very little Japanese at home as we sot into the
habit of using more 4nglish., ‘hen my older brothers and sister
came back from Japan we had a terrible time and I never got along
with sister because of this language difficulty. &Shr knew little
English end I knew little Japanese and yet she was born in smerica
and I was born in Japan, My brothers and sister ad gone through
hizh school in Japan and my brother didn't get along with dad at
all, They wouldn't have come back to #merica at all if my mother
had not been seriously ill, They are glad they came back as they
like it nuch b tter. UMy oldest brother is now working with the
Immigration Service as a translator and censor «t one of the in=
ternment camps, My older sister is married to a person who 1is
technicelly an issei and she is happy here so that she never spoke
of going back to Japan after her marriage.

"When I was a e¢h1ild I took plano lessons for about 2 or &
years until my health broke down, MNother wanted us to have the.
best education and she wanted to tell us all about the culture of
Japan., ©She used to read us s book every night on Japanese folk

lore, lother rradually got more and more Amerlicanlized and she




took up bridge because she heard that this was the thing to do
among the asmerican soclety women., She got to be quite a fan that
we had to play with her all the time when she was 1ll.

"Before thst our parents used to take us out to many picnics
around Vashington and we always had a happy and gay homelife, For-
tunately the Japanese language school was too far away and I could
not get there by street car so 1 never attended. ‘other dldn't
like me to go to thaet neighborhood sc much as there were a lot of
colored people down there., Dad never urged me to learn the lan-
guage either as he hhought 1 oould plek it up at home, I think
that I often wanted to learn Japcnese but it was too hard for me
to learn by myself, I can't write or recad at all now, Ny older
sister tried to teamh me for a while when she come back from Japen
but she didn't hawe much success bscause therc was some antagonism
between us then, I ocsn understand fairly well now because of the
prese ¢e of my older brothers and sister who ceme back from Japan
but I don't speek wells, It's just enough to get by on, After my
parents died we ever spoke Japenese at home, It was in camp that
I pieked up a lot oi my Japanese because all of the peopke spoke
it except for the younger nisei,

"Altho I wanted to learn about Japanese culture, my mother
didn't have too much time to teach me much of it after her health
started to fail., Our family life wes feirly heppy even with the

ill health in the family altho us kids used to have our arguments,

Wl
The thing I enjoyed most about childhood wus my school life and I

8till correspond with my first graude teacher., Ve were the only

Japonese family in the whole elementary sohool, Mother used to

invited my teachers to our home for tea and she got to know them




very well,

"Our neighbors were all Cauecasians and there were a lot of
children living in our area. There was one Mason family in our
block and they didn't like the Catholics so that us children used
to have a hard time playing with each other on account of the par=
ents.  There were a lot of Jewish childrenz too and some parents
didn't like them. When my dad rented ouﬁ"nome, a doctor protested
the Japanese moving in as he said the property value would drop.
There was quite a row about the whole thing but dad held xhis
ground and he noved in, In the following year I became very good
friends with the doctor's daughter and he became our family doctor
and he took care of mom unﬁ dad when they were ill, He just didn't
know us befawe &nd that's why he protested so vigompusly. There
was also a Danish family up the street and the woman didnAkt want
me to walk up her street because 8he didn't like Japs., Later she
becamé a Christian and her children became a iissionary and one of
thEﬁ-WﬁS even sent to Japan, The whole family became cordial to
all pedple after they overcque their prejudices., 'Yie all became
good neighbos and we never had any diserimination trouble after we
got setiled down in that neighborhood,

"I didntt realize that all these beginning troubles were due
to diserimination as I just thought these people didn't like us,
Later on some ol our neighbors coften took mme on picnis and out-
ings with their ehildr n, Iy father also had friends among the
Caucasians in the neighborhood and my mother knew quite a few of

the other uothers::]

e ETHVGn though I did not go to the Japgnese school, my parents
Lg
0

uld al ays take me to the Japanese school festivals and the L@l -




jin kal picnics. These events were quite exciting for me as I

never saw so many Japanese together at one time like that, Ixery-
one wes in a gay spirit at these plenices so I enjoyed them, 4t
school I only had Caucasian frmiends and I kept them during all the
years I lived in ceattle., I still correspond with two of my close
friends that I first met in the first grade. I went around with
Ceucasian boys until I got to the 8th grade. I think it was about
that time that I first realized that I was different because one of
the boy's mothers made a remark about me. It was not a meesn remark
as 1t was onlysaid in a joke but I realized thet I wasn't quite the
same, I went home and asked mother about it and she explained &
ittle of its This did not stay in my mind very dbong azs I soon
forgot it, I used to go with a Caucaslan group oif boys and girls
for outings and pienics almost every weelk when the weather was
nice. Usually I went around with the Caucaslan girle the most,
This was true as I cot older and older. 'Ye used to go eat at each
other's homes_on Saturday nights and these cirls would always want
to have Japanese food at my house. My mother would teach their
mothers to make Japenese and Chinese dishes and she would learn
Arericen dishes from them,

"I did fairly well in my studies es I was always inclined to
be a little studious. Iy perents always wanted me to rank equal
with the other Caue:sian students so I put extrs efforts into my
studies to pleese them. Iy everage was always 4's and B's, I
even skipped one grade in elementary schcol, I got along well with
the teachers and I suppose 1 was sort of a pet with some of them.
When I graduated from gramar school I went to Garfield high school.

ihat sechool was like ¢ melting pot end #1l nation lities and levels




soclety atteanded it, The school area covered the colored distriet
and it slso included & psrt of the wealthy district, The Jewigh
community and a part of the Japanese community were also included
in this high sechool district. The students all zot along very well
with each other altho ther- was & tendency to break up along nae-
tionality lines,

"1 studied very hard in hich school and I always tried to come
pete with the other students., +“or the entire first year at high
sehool I didn't chum around with the Japanese students at all Lee
cause somehow I felt a little different toward them. It was a
little difficult to got to know them because they were reserved
and I wes reserved. I tended to go around more with ny Iiriends
from grammar sehool, Later on I got to know the nisei students so
that I entered more oi their activities. I took part in one school
play with an all Jepanese cast. There were quite s few nisei going
to that sehool and they seemed to mix in fairly well with hakujin
students at times but most of them were o lguish like,

8iy first experiencs with the nisei was very embarrassing,

There was a Yapanese boy in my news writing class and I wes given

an a2ssignment to write about the Japenese comrunity. I didn't
know the sommunity at all so I acked the nisei boy if he would
help me and he blushed. I didn't get into all of the sceial life
of the nisei in the Ja snese community beceause I didn't live near
there, Thet was the ®eason why I didn't have much to write about
in my assignmnent, It was hard for me to go into the Japane se
activities as I lived way out by the leke and 1 eoculdn't stay out
too late,

"However, I gradually took more and more of a part in the




Japfnese athletic elub started to

nisei social activities. The
give roller sizating parties and 1 began to sttend these. In that
wafy I got acquainted with differont nisei groups. & lot of the
fellows were rowdies and 1 didn?t care for them at all, The first
Japanese dance that I ever went to was one sponsored by the Japan=-
ese Student Club of the University of Washington, I was only a
sophiomore in high school et that time but nmy purents sllowed me to
go with a nisel fellow. I found that this nisel danee was pretty
nices. Up to then I had only gone to our class dances at school and
no nisei had ever put his head into the door and I wes the only one,
That Jeponese dance was the first time that I had ever had a date
with a nisei boy and 1 found it quite exeiting,

"It was while 1 was in high school that L discovered that T
had an allen status, I hed been of the opinion that 1 could vote
&ll along end 1 often mad marks to my school mates that I was
going to vote when 1 was 2 None of them knew that I wesn't eli-
gible, Then I went to & hisior- class one day and I was mortified
to hear the teacher say that any persen horn in Japan could never
become & eitizen of this country, {é;&on't know why but & sense of
shame filled me and the blood rushed to my face. I felt that
everything was lost and I wes so terribly hurt that 1 went home
and eried, Tor a while 1 blamed my parents for not having me born

here because I thought it wes their feoult, I felt a little better

when people started to tell me th:t 1t wasn't essential for a girl

to be a citizen as a boy,
. 1 4 ’
"I 8311l ameonscious of the fact that I don t have americen

citizenship and I don't tell anyone sbout it, 4 feel conseious and

maybe even ashamed of it hecause my eduocation and all of my childde




hood was in this country. I didn't turn against all things Japane

ese but what I mean is that I was so hurt that 1 eould not be like
the rest of the american citizens and I felt that comebody was to
blame, I don't know Japan at all now so that I still feel that
America is my country even if I can't get citizenship here.

baby has eitizenship and I am certainly glad of that. T 1

get a chance to talke out my papers, I will be the first one

to apply. Vhen this war first started, I was terrified and
changed all of my money accounts to my brother's name becsuse I
heard that everything wauld be taken away fron aliens{>>

"It didn't make any differente at all with kids at school as
they treated me the sume. Most of them took 1t for granted that I
wasg a cltiuen;\ I alvays dreaded having people ack ms for my birth
e

certificate because it gave me such an uncotfortabls feeling. No-
body has ever diseriminated sgainzt me because oi my allen status,
hen the allen money was frozen citer the war, my Caucesian boss
gave me everyting in cash so I wouldn't have to register it,.
People have al ays been friendly and helpful to me so

hasn't mede as much difference es I think in my mind.

#

[:;rter 1 got into high school, my friends became moctly the
nisei girls at the Japsnese Methodlist churech because I began to
seeik them out morek and morcs. I met other Japsnese girles through
them and gradually got into their groups 1 salso got to !mow some
girls in Puddhist femilies. I dldn't even kiow what a Buddhist
was until I went to high scehool, <*hen I went to & DBuddhist cere
vice out of curiesity and it didn't seem mueh different from
Christignity,

"I also Jjoined the Aolian Society but L had an inmctiwe part




in it, There was also an Okayama junior elub for the shixdremxms
nisei whose parents came from that ken and we were very aoctive. I
served as the secretary of the group onee., It was a soeial sroup
and they devoted most of their time to parties and things like that,
Gradually I fo nd that therec was nothing to hold us together except
he foet Bhat our parents came from the same ken and I didn't think
8o Important so I finally dost all interest in it, ‘e
the Nichiren church since most of the people of that en
belonged to that Buddhist religions I was a Christian so I was
not interested in a lot of things that the club did,

"l started out in higzh school with = colleze prepartory ocourse
but I had to drop it a: my parends passed aw.y, I wasn't inter=
ested in any particular course as 1 wasn't planning on a cureer,

I majored in s I and maths I was on the Lonor foclety all the

woXy through high school, Durinc this time I also maintained some

of my Coueasian friends and 1 did no 1limit myself exelusively to

nisei society. I still had my Csuessian friends who lived near my

district., They got to know some of my Japeness frieads through me

1

and they didn't resent them at s1l. I think they would have heen
guite willing to mix socially with nisel if the nisei themselves
llowed it, iy Japanese friends were actually the ones who were
o8t cautiouss Gradually 1 lost a lot of my Caucasian friends in
this way bocauses I didn't have too mueh time for them after I got
iato so many of the nisel activities., 1 still kept up with my
studlies all the tinme and one of the best Caucasisn friends was a
brillieant girl and 1 had hard time keeping up with her in olasses.

"In 1956 1 graduated from high school. 1 was going to attend

a business collegs right away so I thought that .1 wo.ld do a little




domestic work in order to save some monev. ™en my ded ot zravely

111 with euncer and TyB., s0 I had to zive up nmy eduo-rtional ﬁlans.i

My older sister was working and my two older brothers were also
working so that it was up t-» me to stay home snd take care of dad
since mother had passed away the year before. It was very boring
or me as I was confined at home and I didn't see ny friends hardly

at alls I Just kept up with ny church werk the most,

"After my dad pussed away was the only ond left at home

couldn't e ntaet my other brothers and sister in time. I didn't
know what to do and the experience was so terrifying that I h d a
nervous akdom I went to lMcontana to visit some friends of my
fat! : at 1 could rest up., I met several Japunese people
out there and they were nice to me, <The Japanese in Montana diad
not kow much Japanese so I got alongz
"After I came baek home I stayed 15
younger brother was only 12 years old ar L ere was nobody to'look
after htm, ﬁi*ullytip the fall of 1777 I decided to go to school,
The Edison Voeational School was very herd for Japane to. get
into, <The school was operated by the public s-hool system but 1t
stressed placement :fter gradustion and diplomas were not given
until a person had actually worked for six months in the field
that he had been trained, The dircectors of the school kmew that
Ceuecasian companies would not hire Japanese as employeemr so they
diseouraged me from enrolling,
"My older brother told me that I should talk myself into it

if I wanted to get in so badly even though jobs for Japunese were

almost impossible to get. I Tinally got accepted into the school




but they were rather reluctant about it, Dut the teuehers proved
to be very nice to me and I never felt any racial diseriminati-n
after that., Ve were all there to learn something and everycne
tended to his own business, YWe had to keep up our scholastic
standing but there were also occasions when we parued for sooclal
aotivity. ¥We all mixed in the sochool dances and parties and I
never once felt out of pl.ces In fact, I found it much easier
than &% high school as the students accept-d me on mymerits and I
was only one of the three Japanese in the whole school,

"1 wos takdng a business course and my tescher tried very hard

to get me a job with the Mitsubishi Uei] however, my bLrother was

working et with a riwal Japanese import-export firm and he thought
that it wouldn't be wise for me %o seck a job with Mitsubishi be=
cause trouble might develop if we were entrusted with company
secrets, IV wes declded that 4 should try to get into a none
cogpeting firm end I agreed to that because I didn't want to harm
my brother's dhanees of future advanoement, My hd had helped the
pregident of that firm and when he died all of his business was
turned over to the Yumasho Co, and my two older brothe s were gziven
jobs there, Taiji hed a hard time as he didn't know the language
very well, The company had a lumber firm and Taiji took charge of
the braneh in Taooma, This lumber was all sent to Japen, My

L

oldest brother handled all of the ocablegroms for the company, vy
older sister was working as an office girl for the North American
+imes, a langucge paper. It was easy for her as Japanese was used
e&ll the tine,

"When dad died he didn't leave too mueh money for ue because

of all the doetor bills sor the previous years. Ve dévided what

was left into four equal parts, Dad also had some property in




Japan but hie brother there wouldn't send us the deed., This uncle
haed @ large family so we decided to let him keep the property sinee
we weren't ever plamning to go to Japan. ‘e 21dn't want to send
the ashes of our parents to Japan to the family shrine so we zot a
plot in the cemeteny in -euttie. ‘hat caused a lot of trouble as
1t wae against the Jepanese custon, Dad never told us to send his
ashes over so we just kept hinm here. One good thing about dad was
that he never boasted about Japan to us.

"After 4 got out of the Edison Voocational School, I went to
see lr, Dunn Tor a Job in his company, UMr, Junn had had his home
built in Cpokene by a Japunese consractor and they had adopted

nisei boy and sent him through school, <his boy went to Japan

"hen
a few years. M»e Mr, Junn's partner died he eulled Mr. Ishi back
from Japan and sold him a partnership in his *"  y irs Ishi's
ehildren always referred to Mr, Dunn as grandpa., The oldest cBild
is also belng sent through schodl by Mr. Dunm. I had known Mrs.
Dunn for three years. 1 happened to nticn once that 1 didn't
know how I was going to g a jol e told her husband about it
and he imnediately offored me & as a stenographer=book-keeper
in his seed store. [i was always treated as one of the Lunn's
ifamigy and I enjoyed the work very much, Nrs, bunn still sends me
gifts and letters all the time and she considers me as her daughter,
che even gave a siower for me ut her home when I got married after
the war. [ wac always invited to their home for the New Year's
party., If I don't write to her at loast once a weelk now she geots
very warried and sends a telegramn,

"The Dunns earn their money the hard way so they don't put on

the air like the newly rica.] +hey are still keeplngx the business

—




going although they are pretty old, 4t the evacuation time, I
stored all of my things in their honge and they sent me anything
that I needed later on., Mr, Ishi had passed away in 1939 and Mr,
Dunn sent the wife and children to Wyoming just before the zone was
frozen so that the Ishi family would not have to be evacuated. He
even wanted to send me but I Had other circumstances which pre-
vented me from going., Mr. Ishi had left quite an estate and lMr.
Dunn seesxto it that .the Ishi c¢hildren gets money every month, He
wants tofbuild up a good sum ?or them so that they will not have a
hard time when they grow up.

"After I started to work for Mr, Lunn in 1239, I had many
more contacts with Caucasian people and my Japanese contacts were
more limi ted. ﬁy brothers and I had moved to another house after
my parents passed away because we did not feel like keeping such
a large place up., Then we moved again right into the Japanese
community to the Star Apartments which was filled with young nisel
ecouples. It was too hard for me to keep up a house after I
started working.

"Altho I was living right in the Japanese community before
the war, I didn't have any more assoclation with Japanese as I had
to spend most of my tinme at Work.[fl met many Caucasian friends
through the Edison Vocational Schol and I maintained these friend=-
ships afterwards, We always met once a mont and we would go visit

eadh other's home. I would meet their friends and in this way my

cirele was expandqu] I continue to see mostly Caucasians even

after I was married altho not so much as just before the we.ding.
"I had started to go around with Chuck about the summer of

1938, I first met him at a nisei party and we started to go around




together after that, "We mixed our two groups together, I kopt
most ol my Caucasian friends apart though. Up to then I had gone
around with Japanese boys off and on as I had met most of them
through church connecections, But I never went real steady until I
met Chuck, ZLven though I tasn't a ecitizen, I went to a lot of the
JACL conventions and I met out-of-town nisei people in that wav.
However, most of my Japanese circle was met thro.gh church con-
nections, I was a pretty regular church--ocerx until I got married,
ggi;kis a Baptist and his mother wanted me to go to the Baptist
church but Chuck wasn't a regular church member so I gradually
dropped my church ectivities, His mother didn't approve of me
going alone to the llethodist church just because she was an active
Baptist., I stopped going just to keep harmony in the family. I
want to go to church out here but I don't know how my baby will
behave yet. I will take church attendance up again eventually and
I think I will get to meet more of the Caucaslans around in this
neighborhood in this way.

"I always had a funny attitude toward the California Japanese,
Chueck told me of the zoot suiters after we got to camp., I only
knew a few of them before the war because most of them were located
in California. We blamed the California Japanese for th: evacua-
tion as we thought that the ‘ashington Japanece would not have been
evacuated if the California ones had behaved themselves. We felt

that the California Japanese acted too much like the Filipinos and

not enough like the Caucasians., !'‘e thought that they should take

on more of the smerican ways because the Caliiornia Japanese did
not mix enough with the Caucasians. We really believed that they

were quite different from us., Dut when I got out here, I found




that the California Japanese are no different from us. I certainly
had a terrible viewpoint of the California Japanese before the war
though,

"I never cared much for the Filipinos either, I shouldn't
have racial diserimination, but in Seattle most of the Filipinos
were the cannery workers and they were pretty wild, Ve were ale
ways warned to watch out for them because they were sex fiends,

I wos always a little afraid of the Filisninos and I didn't care
for them so I didn't try to understand wnaﬁ they were really like.
My mother was always particular that I meet only the right people
properly. ¥Yor a long time I felt that I was better than the other
Japanese, particularly the Buddhist. Now, I have met some nice
Buddhists out here so I don't fecel that way anymorei] I suppose I
was reserved among the Japanese for a long time because I didn't
know how they would accept me, I found out that it was their na-
ture to be reserved too, and it did not pay to be too frank with
them or else they would think wrong of you.

Z;I didn't have any definite :ttitudes toward the Negroes altho
I never made any attempts to chum around with them, In Seattle it
seemed that they were a group apart and they led their own lives.,
I still feel that the average Negro is below an averare Jepanese,
but maybe that is racial predjudice. In “eattle I never got to

meet any of the better type Negroes because there never was any

occasion to meet them on social eraunds;]

none of the things that really hurt me was that I couldn't
become a member of the J.CL because of my lack of citizenship.
Maybe I didn't lose anything because I know that I got disgusted

with their meetings because they always talked in cireles, I just




went there to meet thie other Japanese, The gatherings were good
social affairs and I made some new friends that way. I didn't have
any interest in politics at all, These thinss did interest me
until I realized that I could never vote and then it wasn't much

use.

"In the few months before the war, Chuck and I were planning

to get married. We had to postrone it in Juhe, 1941 because we
had difficulty with his folks and my older brother. My older
brother wanted the wedding to be strictly in the Japanese way and
he thought that our family was too good for Chuck's family, On
the other hand Chuck's folks objected to me as his mother rigured
that her son should marry her son who knew more of the Japanese
culture, His mother said that my nose wes always up in the air
and that I thought I was too good for the other Japanese just he=
cause I worked in a hakujin place. &he wouldn't speak to me be=
cause I didn't know Japanese very well, Ve Just didn't get along
because she had a lot of the narrow ideas of the Japanese customs,
She said that I was wild just because I went around with sone
Caucasian friends,

"My older brother was almost as bad, However, he didn't ob=
Jeet to Chuck personally. He was worried because Chuck had two
blind brothers and he thought that Chuck's place was to look after
his family for a while longer, Then my older brother didn't know
whether blindness was hereditary in that family and he wanted to
investigate Chuck's family line thoroughly in order to find out
what was wrong with the family line, Naturally this made Chuck's
mother boiling mad.

"Chuck and I couldn't stand this any longer because we were




determined to get married regardless of what they said. Chuck's
mother then said that our family line was notso good either be=-
cause we had T.B, and cancer in the family and that none of my
sisters had any children so something must be wrong with us, Chuck
and I just put our foot down on the whole thing and both sides
finally realized that it was no use opposing us so they grudgingly
gave in, I think that my brother gave in very graceully and he was
worried about blindness because "e thought my children would have
it. The families did not give in until after the war broke out
thoughs I never did get along with Chuck's family, We were mar=-
ried on Jan. 4, 1942 and we went over to live at Chuck's house., I
didn't have any relatives to stand up for my side of the fanily at
the wedding except my brother and his mother thought that I would
not make a good wife because I didn't know enough eabout the Japan=
ese things. Chuck's whole family is now relocated to Omaha and I
can think of them more kindly when there is distance between us.

I know that it would be impossible to overecome this Irietion if we

ever had to live with them,

"After I got married{}'was planning to work for 2 or 3 years

yet as we wanted to save up & lot of money so that we could have a
big fund to sturt our settled married life with. Chuock was making
a good salary as he was the only Japanese in the A,F, of L, mech=
anié's union, We figured that we if both worked for 2 or 4 years,

we could save quite a bit of money. But after we went to camp, we
- thought that we would never be able—to get out. Not knowing how
long this war would last, we decided that it wasn't such a mistake
to have a child while we were still young,

"Chueck and I had always planned to live in Seattle permanently




as we had lived there practically all our lives., Chuck figured
that he had a good lasting job and he would never be fired from
it VWe didn't even dream of such a thing as evacuation. I don't
think that I even knew the meaning of the word. We had talked of
buying a home in the suburbs of “eattle where we could settle down
permanently., That was one of the main reasons why I had planned
to keep on working for a couple of years after marrisge. UYe had
planned on buying a home just south of Seattle. ESome of my haku=-
Jin friends had homes near the Sound and we thouzht we would like
to be out there. The Japanese were able to buy property in feattle
if they were citizens. 'le never thought of any possible discrimi-
nation in lookinu for a place to build a home, Ve didn't have
very many close Japanecse friends so that it would not have been
hard to live apartm from the Japanese community. ¥e still planned
to have both our Japanese and Cgucasian iriends, but I imagine that
I would have seen more of Chet's friends after marriage if we had
remained there. One of our main reasons for deciding not to live
right in the Japunese community was that there was too much gossip
going on and I didn't feel ocompletely at ease among the issel,
"When the war broke out on Dec. 7, thouzht of evacuation or
anything like that were the furthest from our mind., Chueck and T

8till had our plans for buying s home until evacuation was defi-

nitely announced, Then we really got excited, [én Deec. 7 I was

cleaning house when the Fearl Harbor xattack was announced, I
never was so stunned in all my life, I didn't know if it was the
truth or not., The first thing that flashed through my mind was a
fear that something would happen to me because 1 didn't have

Ameriean eitizenship, I took it pretty hard and I was nervously
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exoited#xnﬂ My brother had been out playing golf with some hakujin
businé;; friend. He had to leave the golf course right away to go
to the office and burn up a lot of papers before the I'BI arrived.
I don't know what kind of papers he had to burn up but his company
had instructed the bosses over here to burn certain accounts UDe
"y brother didn't have any thought of doing anything against this
country as he was only doing his work. dyidently the 'BI didn't
think that he did anything wrong either bsoause he wasn't ever
interned,

"That afterncon I had a date with Chuck so we went to a rese
taurant on Proadway St, I felt that the people were looking at
me for the Lfirst time in my life and I was scared, Nothhng hap=
pened to me that day except that I was numb., I eouldn't fully
realize what it was all about. I suppose everyone in this country
was excited too because the Pearl Harbor attack was so unexpected,
I didn't know anything about polities so the thought of war had
not entered my mind, My =mind was chiefly occupied withmmx how we
ecould break down Chuck's mother so she would sive her approval for
our wedding.

"The morning following Pearl Harbor I was too frightened to
take a bus to go to work., I thoupght that some violence might
oceur. I was deeply consclous of my alien status, but I finally
decided to take the bus and go to work as usual, I was greatly
surprised beocause the people didn't pay any attention to me on the

bus and nothing happened at all, In fact, I knew a lot of people

on the bus because they lived in the neizhborhood and they nodded

as usual, It was just the same as any other day.

"The thing that scared me most was that several people in our




apartment were taken by the IBI. My brother had to go to the offiee
to open the safe for the Federal investigators., The company offi=
cials had to explain the whole business and bring out all of the
papers, It was through the FBI agents that my brother got his

present job. After my brother was all cleared, the FBI agents told

him that the interpreter at the Immigration station hsd been in-

terned and the job was open. My brother didn't want to take the
job at first es he didn't want to be put into & funny position
with his Japanese friends but his draft number came up so he took
the immigration job on Jan, 20 and he left Seattle, The FBEI agent
even gave him the best recommendations,

"In the meantime a lot of restriotions were being put on the
eliens, I didn't know what waes going to happen to me and I ot
afraid when the talk started about alien being interned, That was
another reeson why my mother-in-law objected toc me as she said that
there might come a time when I would be sent to Japan and be for-
ever parted from Chuck. I had to pgo down and register along with
the other allens and I felt so different from then.

"Chueck suddenly decided to @o through with our marricge imme-
diately. <he excitement of the war made it a ninor thing for his
mother so she gave her consent, e wanted to get married while
all of the family was around. We had a very informal marriage
ceremony on Jan., 4, 1942, I wanted to have a wedding gown and a
large reception, but I did not think 1t would be a wise thing to
do this during a war., We left all of the arrangements up to his
mother and we were married in a Japanese Baptist church, e could
not go on a honeymoon as my travel was pestricted., o we Just

took a week off from our work and stayed in our apartment,




"Right after that, one of dad's old (riend who worked for the
Dollar line said that we would go up to his cottage up in Edmondsx
for our honeymoon, It was at this time that I found the true value
of my Caucasian friends and not ohe let me down, They all ecalled
and they were very concerned about our welfare,

"The thing that bothered me the most was the FBI round-ups and
I had & fear that my brother would be taken because of his connect-
ions with the kaisha, I was not relieved until he finally took the
job with the Immigration Service and then I knew that he would be
safe. 4 lot of the officials in his ocompany were interned. His
boss' wife was a nisei and it was pretty hard for her. <The boss
had come over from Japan as a young man and he was pretty liberal
in his thinking. He go! interned because of the company contacts
with the main office in Japan. Vhen he was interned, his wife felt
that they were going to kill her husband and she got in a very bad
state of mind., ©She believed all of the rumors that she heard. It
was too much for her that she finally went out of her nind from
all of her worries and they had to put her in a mental institution,
After a week she committed suicide and this hit me quite closely as
I had known the girl very well, Then we heard rumors about other

pecple trying to comit suicide and we were gquite depressed.

[?I had no guilty conscience sbout anything as I did not know

a thing about Japanese history. But I was resigned that I would be
taken eventually beocause ol my alien status, | Chuck kept telling me
not to worry as I had a lot of Caucasian friends who would glve me
good references, It was the {irst time that a lot of my Caucasian
friends found out that I wasn't a citizen, When I told them, they

were so surprised but they ell said for me not to worry as they




would stand by me always. My sister had married an issei and she
told her husband that if he were ever taken she would go along
with him any plece and even give up her citizenship. I couldn't
ask Chuck to do anything like thet as I knew how much he valued
his Ameriecan citizenship. Lortunately he never had to decide on

such a thing like that,

!“I kept right on working at my job and Mr, Junn assured me

that‘notning would ever happen to me, I wanted to quit work as my
mind was all in a whirl from the excitement but he persuaded me to
stay on. I worked in the seed company until I wasn't allowed to go
into that area any more., Ur, wunn then oifered to finance Chuek
and I if we wanted to voluntary evacuate., I had some old iamily
friends in Denver and they had asked me to come, however, Chuek 's
family wanted to stick with the rest of their friends so I decided
to remain with him?} My brothers decided to remain with me also,
except for my oldest brother who was working in Montana, He flew
back from Missoula when he heard of the evacustion and he was
amazed that we had not woluntarily evascuated and thot we were not
even pacied up yet. He couldn't change our minds so he went back
to his Jjob,

"e heard.a lot of rumors that the Japanese voluntary evaocuees
were not wanted by the other states and we did not know how we
would be treated 1f we went so we decided to stay with the group to
see what would happen. 4s long as I have lived in Seattle, I have
never Collé across any unpleasant experiences in shopping or snye-
thing like that after the war had start-d.

"At first we thought that only the issei who came to the

United “tates before 1924 would be evacuated, It was qulite a shock




to me when it was ennounced that everyone was going to be moved,

I didn't think that it was falr to move all of the nisel out and
lesve the German end Itallan aliens., The nisei had to have ocurfews
and everything imposed upon them and they had not done anything,
They never did evacuate the Germans and Italians like they said
they would. Thenisel went along peacefully as they felt that the
Germans and Itallans would go right after them, They didn't rcal-
ize then that it was such a raciél discrimination,

"I thought that it was so unfair to t:ke me away Iroy my
frieédds and hone. I felt that the JBI.OOAld have pickéd out the
disloyal without moving all of us first, dverything was hap ening
s0 quickly that we didn't have time to collect our wits, It was
at this time that I really made a {irm stand on just which side of

the Tence I stoodXx,

[}I was all against militaristic Japan but I felt so funny

because I was standing up for a country where 1 did not have any
citizenship, But I knew I would never be happy if I ever were
sent b.ck to Japan. I haver had any intentibns of going there to
live as 1 knew that the people of Japan did not care for us., I
have heard of nisei going over there and being followed zround by
the Japenese police., I didn't understand any of the Japanese
customs because I never did tiink that it was necessary for me,

I would have been a big misfit in Jepan.t)ﬁy mother-in-law has
always dislmked me because I don't know enough aboui Japanese cus=
toms, like when my child was born, I didn't want to glve her a
Japanese name but we had to just to satlisfy @Ghuck's mother, Sandra
will never use 1t though because we just call her by her English

Nnane.




[;Anyﬁay I certainly wae frightened for a long while because I

thought that I would be sent back to Japsn any time and then the
Arny officlals would hear that I have stood up for Amefica and

then I certainly would have had a hard times I knew that if 1%
ever came to a showdowvn, I would choose smerica, I didn't know any
of' my relatives over in Japan as I had never corresponded with
them. The only life 1 knew was in Seattle. I desperately hoped
that I would be finally given a chance to be a citizen, but the
announcement of the evaucuation made it look quite bad.

"In spite of that, I knew that I would stick to this country
regardless of anything they ever did to me, I couldn't give u:
this way of life that I knew so easily and I reslly had no choicel
I felt somehow that things would turn out well in the end as all

-}

of my Vaucasian friends had stuck by me., I thought th-t there
might be millions ol other Americans who ielt Just as tolerant but
they were waiting for the right time to speak up.:J

"I was caught in a spot but I determined to take my ehances,
I was the only alien in my fanily as my brothers and sister were
citizens, In away, I was glad that my parents had passed away as
they would not have been able to go through all of the hardships

have
of evesouation, My dad mignj/even been interned because ol all of
his dealings with Japan and that would have made me even more of
& nervous wreck,

"Chuck and I worked in our Jobs almost up to ths time of evae
cuation, We left all of our packing until the very last week. I
saw my sister oif first and my two brothers weat week later with
another group as Chuck and I were scheduled to leave in the very

last eroup. arfter that, wheénever I weat downtown to shop, I didn't




se2 any Japenese at all and it felt so strange to ve about the

ones left, !y Caucasian friends came to see us every night as

the time for departure drew near. It was so hard to think of

. leaving them behind, Ve kept our minds off of things by doing our
packing in one last rush week and taking them over to my employer's
house, ‘e were very disillusioned about everything but Chuel did
not worry too much around nmne so that kept me ocalmer. I felt so

know if I would ever see “eattle again or not,

the idea of coing to a camp at all as we had

been living pretty comfortably up to then. Just before vwe were
evacua ted, we went to a nice show and ate in & big downtowan rese
taurant and we put on our best clothes as we thought it would be
the last time we would ever get to db6 this for the duration. e
had been  etting letters I{rom camp about the muddy grounds and
the stable the people had to live in, 7This didn't make us any
cheerful, Vur firisends told us that .t was so awful in Puyallup

had absolutely no privaey at alle <+he thing that made

terrible was when my sister wrote and said that there
was no purtition in the country toilets.s I couldn't imagine the
government doing anything like that and 1 didn*'t think I would be
able to stand that,

"Chuck and I spent a lot ol mcney on rough clothes so that we
would be prepared for the outdoor lile. Ve bought a lot of cotton
elothes that were eusily washable and I also bought boots, slacks,
heavy underweur and clothes and everything that would preopare us
for a camp life, e bought luggage to put all of this in,

"Chueck and I left all of our nice clothes behind as we felt

that we would not fise them until we came baok., I thought that we




would have to stay in oaip until the war ended., Thuet reslly did

depress us and it had chinged all our plans for life after mar-
riage. ZThat's why we decided to live from day %o day and not plan
for the future at all because it was so uncertain,

""hen we left CUeattle on the bus for Puyallup, I felt blue and
lonesome and so sad to leave the only eity I mever knew.
ever want to leave all of those fimiliar landmarks and it seemed
that this would be the last time we would ever see our hometown ior
years I really was low that day. EOH, when I sow that camp with
the barbed wire around it and -1l those Japunese people standing
around, I wanted to turn right arcund and go bae, home because I
didn't ever think I could ever live with them, Zho:e M,P,'s stande
ing at the gate looked so imposing, and dreadful, It was just like
going thwaugh the rates to a prison, | The Japanese people behind x
the fences waved at us as ou’ bus pulled in. Ve looked at them wit
bewildered faces, I didn't want to get out of the bus and enter
that awful place. It seemed that this was the end of everything
and I really was numbdd and all confused just .ike when the war
first started.

"Alter we got into camp, we had to regi:ter and be assigned
rooms, ile were so disgusted when we saw our apartment for the
first time, It wae located unier the grandstand there was abso=
lutely no light in it, It smelled darp and musty and I didn't like
it at all, Ve were just given small kerosene heaters. after 3
days Chuek got his pleurisy back so we requested a change into
More healthy quarters, It took another 2 weeks before we got our
change. 1lhen we had to share a room with a strange lssel couple

that we didn't even knowe ‘e thought that we could put up with




itlfar the sake of the light and air.

\_ "All of the barracks were very orude and the rain used to come
in through the oracks on the side. There were also &r:cks on the
floor and the gruss used to grow right up into our rcom, The walls
had so many lnot holes that you could see right into the next
apartment, The partitions were Oliy about ¢ feet high so you could
hear everyone in the barracks when they talked. Convenienees in
thie apenbly centers wer: very bad as we didn't have hot water
showers during the first 5 weeks we were there. <YThe workers
the only ones pemmitted o to another section of the camp to

It was out-bf-bounds for us to @go out of our sacte
The only way that we could teke a bath was to boll hot water
ine electriec plate and sponge ourselves in the tubs we brought,
Ve couldn't use the electric plate too often because the fuses
would blow out,
"In our sectlon there were nearly 2000 people and we all had
to cat in one main dining hall, veryone ate at the same time and
sometimes vwe would have to wait for 45 minutes in the drizzle be=
fore the line would reach the mess hall. %This was toc hard for

the old folks and young children so they decided to eat in shifts,
iven then it was usually cuite a wait and often our nmeasls were not
hot by the time we got inside,

'The food waes very bad as it was all canned Vienma saugages

and potatoes for the first month, It wasn't what we had ever been

used to before and I found it most unappetizing, I wes really dis-
(‘\

od wittl e way they fed us these slopd | I soon became immuned

gus
to this so I dddn't protest so much, I had to keep pretty busy in

getting cettled down,




"Everyone was rushin; eround trying to get a job so that I

registered at the employment office as a secretary and bookkeeper.
A payrobl clerk job came up so I decided to take it even though 1%
was working from 6 to 12 at night, I felt that this was one way
that I could avoid the camp curfew, The head of our _epartment
was very nice and understanding but on the whole 1t seenad that
none of the 7CCA officials knew what they wer:c supposad

They alvays had to run around to esnsult each

red tape and repdtition about everything,

cedure was so unorganized, ‘There were 6 of us workil

office and we compiled all of the timpkeeper's reports,

"For recoreation, we had dances, talent shows, movies, church
services and other things like that after the people got settled
down a bit, I never went to breakfast in camp as it was not worth
the effort. <fortunately the bunns sent us plenty
plement the poor camp diet., Thai's why Chuok and
have our own ceoffee every moranin: end we had
things to eat so that we did not have to gel along w
glop. Our friends on the outside sent us plenty
and we really did eppreciate that,

]I spent a lot of my leisure time doing washing because I.

could not send it outs The difficulty of this was that the hot
pater was only turned on at 11 o'clock so that we had to stend in

line for our turn, &fter lunch I would go visit around or else

knit and gossip with a few friends., I dldn't know meny of the

Japanese at first, but I met a lot of them during the alfternoon

when I was off from work, e just talked about casusl thin s and

got together to meke our individusl crijes because that wes




expected of everyone,

"After supper I usually went to work. On Sundays we just re- <)

laxed. [&t was the same old routine life day after day and it got(v%y
very monotonous for me. I was bored to deat{] I read everybody's '
magazines and books and then thers wasn't anything #lse to read,
The library books were all too ancient. ZThers wasn't much else in
eamp to take up my interest, The J4CL was trring to take & pre-
deminent part in the camp and they tried to rule everything. The

1isel who were not members obiected to the J. 0L as it had not
raised much fuss at the time of evascustion and they believed that
1t didn't know what they were doing, We didn't have any troubdle
there because the nisel Aidn't feel like throwing the J.CL out
since they had no progranm themselves to present, I couldn't be a
member anyway so I didn't bother with any of these eamp polities,
"As fer as 1 know, the administretion treated us well as they
could under the cireumstanees, e found out lster that we didn't
get our clothing allowance because of the JiCl, It had told the
administration that the Japanese people had sufficient clothes

and we did not need it. <This rmade it very hard for people in

eamp as winter was comingz on. We also had trouble with ecanteen
coupons as some administration person had ordered a Japancce to
burn the coupons and then kept the money himeelf, He was arrested
and sent to jall for that but the administretion kept it very
quiet., Som he administrative staff also sold meat from the
center warehouse to their friends on the sly so that we didn't ge%
our full supply. <That was caught up with toc a lidttle later on,

I couldn't understand how any person would be so greedy as to

attempt to profit by other neople’s misfortune,




"I found that 1 cculd get along with the people in camp all
right, 1 believed thet they had & right to complain.as we were
being treated unfatrly and life was not easy in camp. +~ome of the
people were living in stalls where animale had been kept before.
The smell was not completely gone cven thought it had been disin-
feeteds Ve only had straw mattresscs to sleep on, [ was subject
to hay fever so that Chuck threw the straw
just used folded blankets and quilts for

"In spite of all this, I still felt
attacking Pearl Harbor in

were evacuated.

excuse to get us all out, 1 wasn't extremely bittcr about it my=

selfl but I felt that other groups should have been evacuated too
becauss otherwliee it was s racial discrimi None of us had
done anything wrong, but we were tr-ated as guilty without being
given & chance to prove our innocence, I cou'dn't blame

iteelfl, but 4L thousght that some of the

a racial evacuation,

n

wrong for making it

the tine and the people had

never made any trouble at oll few people did los their minds

and they had to dbe taken®k to insane asyluns The agitators kept
under cover until they got to relocation centers,

"I felt so detached from the rest of the country and I just
couldn't get over that feeling of being cooped up in a cage. I
didn't know when we would ever get out so that I vas very impae
tients It was useless to nake ¥ for the future when you
didn't even know what was going to happen to in the next

L

monthe, Of course, my husband and 4 felt that we could get oudP old

o




Jobs back in "eattle after the war but this seemed to far in the
Tuture,

NpaS

"e got real excited wen 1t was announced that we

relooated to another camp, 4t first we thought that we
to be sent to Tule lLske but thls was changed to Idaho,
that it was a wery barren place where nobody ever lived and

6 ly cold. “e 'also heard that there were poisonous

rattlesnakes and s~ ider the rve I didn't Know what to believe and

|

ranted to stay at Puyellup as it was near the coast and Seat
was not too far away to return to. I didn't want to go to a
where the elimate was much hotter than what we were used to,

When the time came to move we just loaded on the train and
we were off, Ve left on dug, 16, 1942 Puyallup was an unhappy
experience for me and I don't have any happy memories of it at all,

tely different life from what we have lived before
get used to it. ; was so deprecsing that I'd hate
through that
aln ride to Minldoka was terrible, We had to get up
the morning in order to get ready, eat breakfast
chieck out ‘e were laken in nice new busres to the train so
that I antieipated a fairly pleasant trip a : ” Yie were ase
toniched to find that we had to ride in very
the upholstery was all dirty It was one of those gas

nd the conductor came with a toreh to light them, There was a

big stove in the beck but it wes so hot that we did not have to

5 8 vr

use 1% at all, Ve had to sleep on those awful straight chairs,
It took us two duys and one night to get to Minidoka, Ve went

along the Columbia liiver highway and thet was the most scenic and




. beautiful part of the trip, . fter we got past the Hood hiver, 1t

was barren, sagebrush country, It was so depressing to get into

such a dry country after leaving the evergreen seoction of the state%

Then we cot to Minidoka, we could not see anything but sageb ush
for miles around, Ve had to ride to camp on busses for about 6
miles and 1t was so dusty. verything was a du powder and it
just about rained all of our clothes.

"There was a reception committee waitins for . | we were
served lukewarm lce tea, 'huek and I were sssigned to a room with
another couple thet we knew beccuse housing wee so crowded. The
very next day we were able to get a place of our o because Chuck
knew the fellow in the housing seotion.| Our room was ruch nicer
than at Puyallup and it was light and an when we got the dust

its But we | a dust storm the
cre ’ iaE y 1) ¢ that we couldn't even see
right throuch everything
the windows in our barracik so it was juest like an oven,
the last straw for me and I almost broke down. I was so
upset that I almost had a nervous breslkdown then and there. There
was nod hot water for the showers so we had go to bed dirty for
the first few nights. Ve only got to enjoy ou wn apartment Kmuhk
about one day. Then my 2 brothers came cver an
not want to go to the bachelor barracks where they were
50 we took them 'n They stoye.! until 4pril when my babywas borﬁ:

"After I got %o Minidoka I gzot a job right away, The l-'cr-u.sllrl,gi',"

department needed office workers because they were o rushed,

New people were ooming in ever ay and 1t was so cerowded that we

had to assign them to recreation halls as barracks were tnot fine




ished yet., Our focod was a little bdetter as the cooks had to pre=-
pere for much smaller croups end they could give it nore attene
tion. I thought the food tasted much better and it was not such
a hurried feeling to eat in the mess hall, Later the foo! got
worse until the vegetable season came along, The cooks lost their
ambition and they served us slop as it was the easiest to prepare,

Some me: hHalls had good food because the cooks were conscientious

attack of
been eatins and I had to have
placed on my side for 3 weeks in the hospital., "hen I

taken to the hospit: I discovered that there were no cheets
or pillow cases on the hosplital beds, It was awful to have those
Army blankets on me durins the hot day because the cooling system
had not been put in yet., OChuck brought over sheets and pillow

nfortable, Then the nights got suddenly
hot water bottle on my feet at night, The
ital was much better than in the mess halls, The
very good attention but I didn't like the way
poked me around the stomach all the time, I was

couldn't stand it I never appreciated all of the

nurse's aide unt!: I got into the hospital, “ome of

really conscientious about théir Job and they tried to

e patients as comfortable as possible, I met alot of Port-

& ol

people in my Yard and they told

kept me from ge completely bored, fter & weecks I was

% ol an o + - 2T 1 = o ne P 4
1y released from the hospital without an operation,

"After thet, I stayed around home quite a bit, Winter was




coming on and the nights were getting extremely chilly. We had
stove in our apartments but no coal was provided yet so the people
started to steal 1t from the mess halls, Chuck got so disgucted
7ith camp life so he decided to go tec sugar beets to work for a
while, He didn't want to draw on his savings with a baby coming
on so he went out to make some money at Idaho Ealls. He stuye

out for about 6 weeks and was able to save a pretty good amount,
[le made enough to pay ior three~fourths of th: hings we needed

for the eoming baby and also bougl

L

1t a lot of canned goode and
other thinga,
"During the time that Chuck went out to work, I went %o live

#lth my married sister in the middle of the ecamp., This was around
"

Novembers Chuck and I had really not planned on the baby, but

thinge do happen a'd we were glad afterwards. i@ Tigured finally

that 1t was a good thing as we did not know how long we would be

3

in camps I felt that if I had

my mind would not get ':::ure(i."t

started in that wint-r, Chuok wanted to go right away to resettle
but he decided he would walt until the baby came becauzeé he would
worry too much being away from me, We made plans that he would go
™

88 socn ¢ the baby we oIMn,

|
very limited in my ectivities after my pregnancy began
I had to stay at home since 1t was not good for me to
around camp too much, I just got acuyu with the people
around my block, I had to talk to t ssel n ¥y as e majority
of the nisel were working during the It was very hard for me
to talk to the issei, but I managed, was during this time that

I picked up quite a bit of Japanese, iere several other




pregnant nisei wives ® in my bloek so we began to get together to
knlt and gossip, The library was located in the next bdlock so I
also began to do a lot of readinzg. I went to ohureh a few times
on ~undays but it nausented me %o be In a orowded room on account
of my condition so I i”i:_?.it foirag;. went to a few of the camp fore
ugs but I did not take an active part in anyihing,

"I was really getting into a rut and the only thing T had to

look Torward to was the baby. Luckily I lived near the hospital

clinie 8o I could go over there easily. <he other women to
around for the ambulance to pick them upe, I tried as best as
could to put the camp existence out of my mind and put all ny
ioughts into our baby and the future when we could resetile and
live a nor 1al life onoe more,

V'E"Tflc whole camp life was mentally depressing Ifor me, 4Lverye
thing had to be done by permit and I resented that very ruch, The
guards continued to stand arocund the fences and I felt like a prie

ed the idea of belng wateched like that all the time
that it was not right. Later on they builtl watohiowers
and this made me feel even more dejested, It was impossible %o
eseape in cenp as there was only sagebrush in all directions.

m

Twin falls was

the nearest ¢ity but it was iles away., 48 1if

I could have walked there in my pregnant o«

E()uce in a while we got permits to go into Twin falls to shop.
It was so nlee to go shopping there and we would go eat in a clean
restaurant and then go %o a show. | I felt like I was snatehing '?
back a litte of my former Ireedom when I did this, On the other

hand, it made me want more than ever to get out of camp and mingle

with other peopl u.]

V\P




"The WRA adminicstrsiion was distant to me as I was not working
in the Ad building sinee I first went to the hospital in Cfeptember
or October, They seemed to be trying their hest for the peonle,
¥y husband told me that a lot of the Caucasians did not know what
they were doing but I wasn't very interested ‘n those things,

There was a great deal of friction at the hospital as the head
Caucasian doector hated the Jananese and he would never listen to
them, Many of the Japanese dao s were nuch better than this man
and they only got |19 a month,

"W#e were sulways having
brewing but nothing on a mass seale ever broke
I was there. 'hese troubles were bound to ocouz
the dissatisfactions about this and that.
agocept things a:
inconvenliences There were

pro-Japan issue
the more level-headec
lot of issei tried to stir up

to then,

"In Puyallup the
driver's seat at Minidoka,
job anl tried to lord it over everybody,

In our block wo 'had a cooperative election
seoret ballot. But & of the agitating
ically marked all the ballots themselvees., Some
found out about this and got angry. They forced a re~eldcte
and had an honest election this time, 4 co-op was then voted

The issel wanted to control everything end !idn't vant any




on the co=-op board or anything sl=se, The issel felt that

isel 4did not know anythins and they didn't like to have niseil
in positions of importance in camp, All of thesze things crused a
lot of ha-d feelinss for the people involved,

"The Arny registration in February stirred the peoples up for

) : S _x s L e
timg, lhere a8 telk that we would b«

a wilile so that we were quite
around about questions 27 and 28
if they were to forego
ere sent back.to Japan,
be executed as traitors, Then we also heard later that
nswer yes', they would be sent to an int-rnment
and be separated from their familis: It puvzled everybody
theyr ehanged these (pln"tirywr; for the issei Those who an-
ot allowed permits for anything anymore., Many
S

vrocublLle

sian ref-
erences to speak uj hom as they did not know this many from

before., Chuok

answer ‘yes-yes' even thou
up my answer I didn't let
"Iveryone in our camp registered altho
*no's A lot of the nisei didn't want to zo to war and yet they

were afraid 8y would » drafted right away 1f they answered in

the affirmative, Thet's why th re was not much response for vol=-

unterring at first altho the J.CL bunch were urging it very




strenucusly, Only 17 voluntecved the first ti

camps Then all of the speech making went on.
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In another case I know of, the son volunteered while the parents

to the questionnaire., There were all kinds of

u

anawered "no!

wany fanilies almost came to the

diffioult cases

breaking point, so many nisei volunteered desnite

the oppositions
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Aug, 5, 19483,
"After Chuck came ocut here, he discovered that the employer

had elosed up the garaze because he was losing money on account of

lack of help. He told Chuck that he didn't “now anything et all

about his coming and that the job offer had not been definite,
Chuck had come all the war out here for a hon-existing job and he
really was disgusting, He didn't want to be located in Chicago as
he didn't want to live in a big city for the =ake of the baby.

The employer felt sorry for Chuck so he called up a friend at the
Nelson Chevrolet Co., in Chicago and asked about job possibilities,.
Ij"Chuck got very worried as it was costing him honey to live
so he went to the Chicago ""RA offices., It could not do anything
for him at all so he becane angry at the ineificiency of the
office, He didn't work for 2 weeks. The chevrolet company had
given him an offer for Chuck couldn't make up his mind whether to
work on a straight salary or for percentagce., He didn't feel 1ike
investing $200 in tocls so that's why he was looking around for
another job., He was quite depressed s hés monmy was going fast
in the 2 weeks he was not employed,

"Chuck kept looking at all Yan#-ads but he could not find
anything suitable, He even went to a private employment agency
but he didn't feel like paying a high percentage of his first
month's salary as a fee, Finally he decided he had to take a job
or go back to camp, He took the job at Nelson Col at straight
time pay as he knew that 1 would be disappointed if he came back,
The boss was very good té him Pfight from the beginning:j Chuck
expected at least (1,00 an hour on this job as he had been making

even more doing the same work in Seattle before the war., Zﬁe liked

J




the Job as it was mostly Germans there and they were very tolerant,
There were a couple of nisei workins there also in another section

as mechanies, Chuecit didn't like the other nisei ther: at first as

he felt that they resented him for muscling in., <They were not

friendly at first, but after they got to know esch other every-
thing changed and he started to go out with them so now they are
our friends,| (CH=35 and CH=-36)

"Chuck's next problem was to find a place that I could come
out to. He had a terrible time in this, His boss tried to help
him out too but he couldn't find a furnished place so he began to
look for a flat, Ceveral times he went to places where they
didn't want Japanese, Jin another place Chuck thought he had the
apartment but the owner wanted to raise the rent, The CPi would
not allow him to dc this sc the owner decided to move in himself,
Zvery Sunday Chueck waelked all day long and looked every place.
Finally one of the boys at the shop heard of this flat., Chuck
didn't want to take it at first because it was so dirty. However,
there wasn't any other choice,

"The real estate agent promised to e¢lean up the place for
him and Chuck gave him %10 to do it but there wasn't any result,
Chuck got impatient so he started to clean it up himself after
work but he didn't get too far., He paid a month's rent in advance
and then the landlord said he could not get anybody to clean it up,
That is why we had to move in here without having the place clean-
ed, Chuck bought all of the furniture at a second hand place. He
certainly was lonesome until I came out to join him, Several
times he was ready to give everything up and come back to camp as

1 told him I would not come out if he could not find a place by




November., He barely made the deadline as he didn't get this place
unt i1 November 1,

[}During all this time I was on pins and needles as 1 expeoted
to be cut of camp by September,< Chuck had got ahead on his plans
that he wou'd get the place but we didn't know how hard housing

was., V"e didn't want to bring the baby out into Chicago heat right

awvay. I was avaiting back at camp anxiausly.?{;eopla came a-d

asked me when I was going and th t got me, YThey would advise me
to stay until spring as Chicago winter was too cold. Others told
me that 1t was foolish to go out when the government was willing
to support us in camp, Then they said I had no relatives out here
and I would have no one to call on in case 4f illness:l-l also
heard about the high cost of living; |

"All of these things discouraged me quit- a bit but I didn't
care as 1 wanted to get out of camp no matter how hard it was on
the outside, I knew I'd never be satisfied with camp life., There
was no chancee for me to pla n for the future in & place like that
and the world was changing so rapidly that I felt that I had to
get out in the swing of things before I was left too far back,

We had to get bqgg into the outside world in order to do any
planning at alla./_,_ f.

"4t that time we didn't even think of the possibilities of
the draft. The utmost thought in our minds was to get settléd so
we would never have to go back to camp 1life, I thoughtthat every
able bodied persons should go out to prevent themselves from
getting into a rut, It was such a depressing life in cemp and
no direction to it. I wanted to get out where I would not be so

limited. It was necessary to make some program, especially with




a baby as added responsibllity upon us,
"I just hated camp life and I don't think I could ever stand

it again, It wasn't the people who bothg;ed me so much as the
)

genersl conditions and atmosphere., Chuck and I kept writing

letters back and forth to tell each/gther of our problems, He

was discouraged and I was impatient./%(The interviewer is attempt~
ing to obtain these letters but unfo-tunately they have been
misplaced. It is possible that they will be obtained at a later
time, )

"I was so happy when the day finally arrived for me to leave
camp, It was the start of a new life in a new environment. But
I was also sad in a way as I was leaving my sister and brother be-
hind and we had never been separated like this before., They were
my only living relatives so I felt close to them., I also hated
to part with some of my friends, but I knew 1t was the bestthing
for me, I was so excited about leaving that 1 forget about my
leave permit. The project direetor drove me out to the train in
his own car and we had to go back to camp for clearance papers
which I left on my dresser. Ve finally got things straighted out
and I was driven 70 miles an hour to catch the train at the station
I really did leave camp in a rushl]

"There was another nisei girl who came out of camp with me
and I was relieved to have company on the way. All of the soldiers
on the traein made a big fuss over my bally. 4n army officer's baby
played with Sandra and this officer went to a USO in Platte and he
brought back some food for the baby and me, The porter was also
very nice to me and he did ever thing possible to make me comfort-

able, I wanted to stop off at Uenver to see some old family friends




but 1t was impossible to do this with a baby on my hands so I came
straight through.

"When I first saw Chieago, my first imprescion was that i% was
big and dirty. The station was so crowded and I didn't know what
to do, I was relieved to see Chuck coming towards me. The nisei
girl I came out with had her handbag stolen at the station and she

was left with nothing, We had to help her get her bearings first

and then I had to look after my problem. | Chuejk brought me out to

our new home the first thing,

"When I first saw this apartment, I was so disappointed as it
looked like the tenenents in the movies., <eattle is such a clean
city and I couldn't get over the contrast. DBut I was glad to be

out of camp and with Chuck so I resolved not to let the rumbling G
El overhead bother me at all., My express didn't come for & days :
more so that I had to put the baby in the dresser drawer to sleep
that night, After that 4 got settled more and L found that it
wasn't so bad. The neighbors are all feiéndly to me and I get
along nicely with them whenever I meet them in the street{]

T"uf course, this flat does not ocompare with my former home
in béattle where we had all new furniture and a well lighted front
apartment, This place is in the rear of the building and I don't
get enough light., It's not so good for the baby. It still needs
to be cleaned and wall papered., <he building is so old and I feel
so erowded here, DBut I like it much better than camp life and I
wouldn't change it for anything, At least I am leuding my own
1ife without all of those restrictions and I feel free.

"As soon as the warm weather comes, we are going to look for

a better place. Ve prefer to stay in this neighborhood now as it




is close to Chuck's work. Ve can't afford to move tnto a nice
modern area like before because the rents are so high., We don't
pay very much for this plasce as it is only (14 a month and that is
much below the average of what the other nisei are paying. 6ur
utilities run to about +15 a month.:_
“ly husband only makes around ¥250 & month., I know that my
food bill is high but I am not extravagant at all, I only spend
aboutA;17 a wékk for food for the three of us and "y friends say
that this is too mueh. Chuck has the income tax amd 5 in war bonds
taken out of his paycheck every week, This only leaves him with
.45 a week, It costs us quite a bit to get started. We pagd 8175
for the furniture and we still haven't got all the things we need.
"fle haven't been spending too much money on clothes yet. I
don't go by a budget at all., I had to send a lot of gifts to camp
because they are not able to get things there, There has been so
many birthdeys and weddings that we had to buy gifts for during
the past few months and we spend an average of ¢1l0 or $l5 a month
for this alone, ' e don't have any doctor expenses yet as I only
pay ¢l a month for the welfere cliiic, Iowever, I suppose that it
would average around +5 a month because once in a while I have to
have the doetor come and look at my baby when she 1s sick and
every little thing like that., I do my own laundry but I send uikm
fhe cleaning out and this amouts to $2 or $5 a month. We don't
spend much for recreation as we don't go out too muech on account
of the baby., We don't spend over +20 a month for recreation and
that includes buying books and cigarettes., I save about 10 or

$15 a month besides the war bonds thet is taken out for Chuck.

[?ur money just seems to go and I don't kiow how or where it 1s




spent, We are both free with our money and maybe that is the
trouble. I keep thinking that I am going to save but I never get
around to it, We could save a lot more I suppose if I learn how
to manage things more economically, but even then it would be
rather difficult because living costs out here are high.bﬂ

"We were going to move into a much larger place and~cet more
furniture, but we had to chenge our plans when Chuek got his phy-
sical for the 4rmy last £pril 17th, I've just made up my mind that
he will get drafted soon so it won't be too much of a shock when
the time does come. We've had a lot of discussion recently about
saving for the day when he goes, Yie still have cuite & sum from
our savings from before the war which we have not touched out here
as that is only for emergency,

;F"Chuck wants me to go back to camp if he gets drafted as my
sistér is still there, He feels that I can resettle again when my
sister goes out. Chuck worries because he feels that it will be
too hard for me to be out alone and he thinks that it would be
better for me in camp. But I don't want to go back tc camp and
I'd rather take a domestic job for just room and ward if I can
take Sandy with me, I don't care if I don't get paid a cent as
the Army allotment should take care of my other expenses since I
won't have to keep up a household. "e haven't decided definitely
yet what we will do as we are just waiting for the latest announce-
ment on the draft, It has been changing recently and since Chuck

is over 26, I don't feel that he will be taken immediately as I

did before., Chuok keeps telling me not to worry about it until the

time comes as he may dbven get an occupational defermentyv

"If I can get a couple of girls to stay with me, I could keep




a flat up and make a go of it, ZLverything is still pretty vague

vyet and we have no definite plans yet., I wish I had more rela=-

tives out here because I would feel easier in my mind.z_ﬂy first

reaction was that it was such a waste of money to resettle and
then I would have to go back to camp again on account of the draft,
Chuck keeps saying that if the worst comes, I would have to pre~
tend that this wes all a dream and a sweet interlude, | I'm not
excited about the draft these days as I am getting used to the

idea that Chueck eventuslly would have to go just like many other
fathers,

"I don't think that the draft is so unfair like a lot of the
nisei dos, Going to camp was unfeir, but that shouldn't eliminate
the selective service for them. The thing that L don't like is the
combat tecm for the nisei. I've heard a lot of reports about Camp
Shelby and the nisei soldier boys I have talked to all say that
the conditions there are much worse than in other army cemps. I
don't think the nisei will make a name for themselves in a combat
team as much as if they fought right elong with the other American.
The nisei combat team are being sent to the front lines in one
year right now and that doesn't seem fair when other smerican sold-
lers have been training for 2 and 3 years and theysre still in
ATy camps in this country. I think that everyone should be sent
out in their turn. Otherwise, it seems like certain groups have to
do all of the dirty fighting and take more of the risks out of
proportion to their numbers,

"Our own future depends upon how lon the war will laest,.
ceattle has changed during war time too so that we may have to stay

out here even though we do want to go back to our home town. But




we have received letters from our friends back in Seattle telling
us that the city has changed so much and that all kinds of people

are swarming into it for war jobs,

"I think that the most important thing that Chuck has to con-
— get
sider is the Job ﬂitu ation, |He is pretty sure that he will be his

old job bhck aut he is not positive, II we stay oufrhere, we will (/
move to the Suhurhs eventuslly and see if we can start buying e
home, I don't want to bring up my ehild in such an envircnment as
the dipty eity life of Chicagos |

"I suppose that all nisei out here are worried about what is
going to happen to them after the war. Theilr job situation will
ddpend upon how the war ende, <he nisel are being taken into the
ATy now so that they may not-be around, 1 feel that most of the
nisei arc given Jobs out here in all differcnt Kinds of fields at
the precent time because of manpower shurtage.'li'm afraid that
when the soldiers come back the nisei will have to take sccond
choice, Those in the var plants are bound toc be let out,

"On the other hand, some of the Casucasian employers realize
thet the nisei can do geod work.s On the whole though, it will be
hard for them just like before the war., I try to be optimistic so
I look on the bright side mostly, but 1 do get blue once in a while
toe. It depends on my mood as to what 1 think the futurelooks 1ikei]

"I still feel pretty loyal to this country even though I
don't have smerican citizenship. I certainly hﬂﬁe[go intentions of

ever taking my baby to Japan to live as this is even more of her
| ¥
country than it is mine, Our future 1is definitely in Ameriea and

we have to make the best of it no matter what happens, It looks

r
rather hopeful at times, | I don't follow polities but I have a

—




faith that things will work out in a democratic way. Ve can't

ever hage com)lete democracy here, but 1 don't think the system is
@going %o die out because there are too many good points about 1it,

I just accept democracy and sometimes I take it too much for
granted, I suppose this is typical in the smerican way and there is
sone danger that we might lost it if we don't watch out. However,
3 don;t think 1t will ever be discarded for Fascism or anything

like that.

"I think that there are faults on both sidesx in this war and

that the United States has interfered with Japan and China,., That
was the main cause for Pearl Harbor but Japan was at fault for
striking the first blow., I'm in a peculiar position, but I've
been raised as a nisei and the only thing I lack is my ceitizenship
paper, That's why I feel that this is Jjust as much my country as
it is my brotheers' and sister who were born here., Japan doesn't
mean a thing to me as it was only an accident of geography that I
was born in Kobe. Maybe someday I will be able to get my citizen-
ship paper, 4ihere may be a chance for this after the war and
that's one of the things I am looking forward to, If that day
ever ocomes around, I certainly will be one happy person., I Teel
sorry for the common people of Yermany and Japion, but thelir system
has %o go even 1if they are not completely in the wrong.

"There are times that I get both-red about the aetion of some
of the groups of this country which sre trying to deport us. 1
will be terribly heart-broken if 1 were ever forced to be sent
back to Japan, I don't think this will ever happen, but I won't
ever be positive again as I was so positive thet we wouldn't be

evaouated, and look what happened.




"I try to ignore the Dies committee and groups like that be=-

cause they only make a lot of noise, They never have the real

facts. It docs bother me to hear of the rebellion against select=
ive service in the camp and I suppose that this is the fault of
some of the agltators since all of them did not go to Tule lLake.
There is bound to be disturbances at Pule Lake, but what ean you
expect when they are so pro-Japan there? I only hope that it won't
harm the chanees of those of us already out of camp, There are a

lot of erazy groups mmf in this country trying to stir up race

hates, but 1t is all prejudice and I don't think they zre real

Americans if the things they advocate are really in their hearts,
They are in the minority anywvay.

"I get so angry when I see the falses in the papers about the
egacuces, an hold my head up as 1 have never dones anything
wrong., The neighborhood people are understanding and I never have
trouble with them as 1 am accepted as an individual, That's one
of the good thing about Chicago=-the peopleare not prejudiced.

"Altho I enjoy being out of camp, resettled life has not been
completely satisfaetory to me, I haven't bscome acquainted enough
with nisei and Caucasians, I've alvays been active in club work
before and I haven't had the chance out here., This is the first
chanee I've had to bcoome acquailndéd with nisei raised in diffe
erent parts of the country and I find them interesting,

"I would like to do a little stud ing too in order to improve

—

my mind, but I haven't had time, | 4nother thing 1s that I would

like to continue with my business work. I haven't done any steno=
graphy work for almost 2 years and I would li:e to keep up on

thats Chuck is very muoch agrinst me going back to work agein, but




. I would like to do it alfter my child is old enouch to start sohoolj

Ve don't plan to have any more than 2 or 3 children, but sometimes
i wonder if one is not enough, Maybe that won't be so good for
Sandy. Ve don't plan to have any more children until after the
war and the war nmay last for & long time yet., I think that we may
be in a position to give our baby the thing she deserves, but we
won't be able to give more than one child all the advantages if
Chuek does to war, He will have to get settled all over again
afterwards ahd that tekes tine,

"Until that time we will try to get as well adjusted as
poesitble but things are rather uncertain right now. I'm not lone=
some at all as 1 keep busy most of the day., I do get a little
lonesome toward svenings because Chuck works such long hours and
I miss him, I do laundry for four mornings of the week and i take
until around noon every day to finish up the housework. I do all
of my sewing by hand and I make dresses for the baby. I have read
a lot of books, mostly fiection, tnét i get from the eirculating
library eround the corner as 1 have some spare time in the aftep=
noon. Usually I am busy writing letters to friends and femilies,

"Occasionally Chuck and 1 go out to visit nisei friends, es-
peeially on “undays., <The only thing is that Chuck likes to stay
home and sleep on ~undays and I don't., <1he baby keeps me bLusy
all the time and I like to get away from it once in a while. I do
get tired staying home 7 days in a week, Chuck and 1 have minor
fights about how we are going to spend our “undays but he usually
gives in o me, I don't like his long working days at all as it
is not good for the baby, HHe leaves the house at 7 in the morn-

ing when the baby is sleep and doesn't get home uniil 7 in the




"‘GO"'

evening and it is egain asleep., It 1sn't good for him to wake up

th: baby and maybe she will grow up no even Knowing her own father,
1t makes the day so lon for me and we can't go any place during
week nights. Chuck needs more change and relaxation or else he
will get irritable, I shouég have change to» as | might be irrie-

&

table and we will have a ##ghé fight, "e haven't been married long

enough to be able to afford big Tights yate

-

1]

'0f course, 1 am Just mentloning some of the 1rritable things
50 it doesn't give the real picture, I'm certainly not as unhappy
as I may sound. ¢ entertain friends on the average about 4 tines
e month so I do see plenty of com any. Ve haven't had time %o
develop too many rriends out here et because our old friends
from Seattle and camp are not around.,. I would say we kKiow about
25 peop'e in all tat they all delong to different -roupe. ‘e only
see about ¢ of t“gu.fuirly often and these a:e othernisei comples,
lost of our friends we knew from before in “eatile are not here
altho 1 would say that we only have about 10 non-leattle nisel
among our uciuaintances, 1 like the California nisei but I know

of eattle nisei still think that the Californians are
wild. I don't see that much diifference though,

"When we ¥isit friends, we talk of old times and what mutual
friende are doing. In some c¢ircles we talk of our babies, our
present day affairs in relstion to nisei, Ve talk about the draft
and job among the fellows. Lately we hawe Had so many saldler
visitors that all we talk about is army life. It seems that nisel
out
a»® here are not as c¢liquish as Lefore even though they mix mostly
with other nisei.,

cper

e haven't have very many contacts with Cauc:ssgian xcept for




Chuek's friends at the shops last -unday one of them took us for
a ride to see “tatesville, the state penitentiary. +“ome of the
Caucasian church women have invited me to come and one of them 1s
coming to visit me soon, I think I will probably start going to
chureh pretty soon if I ean drag Chuck along.

"I haven't been to any nisel sctivities at all and I rarsly
desire its I jJust as soon go to the Ceuc:sian public places
small groups of friends than one of those big Japanese aflflairs
Lveryone tells me that the nisei dences are so rowdy an:i oaly a

g0. 1herc shouldn't be large cscale niseil aflffai

o

lot of drunks
like this as there is apt to be trouble and people will get
L]

picious of us again., 1t s not use to give them a chance 1o

this once more, large nisei gatherings cause too much trouble

we can't rish making a bad impression because we are still un-

setiled,

"I'd rather meet other nisei in an informal way. 41 den't
want to meetl any o0ld nisel as want selectivity in my friends
there are some types that 4 don't care to know, This could be
one without forming big nisei clubs and organizatio
used to have before., Now is the time for resetiled nisei to go
out and make more Caucaslen contacts 1f possibtle,
have fuiled in this because 1 didn't respond to the invitation of
the church the first tire and this is the best place to make a

of the 33 he counle we

start, I feel that we have to go 80%
went out with last Sundey didn't even know a Japanese until they
met us. 4 lot of the Caucasiens out here don't tnow that

and talk just like othsr americans, )} We 8 way out

way, we might as well show that we dre n 30 different,




get better known, there will not be so much talk about sending all
of the Japanese out of this countiy,

"It would be too bad if a Japunese community started up here,
It is all right to have a few Japunese stores but they couldn't all
be locuted inone distriet as this gets too noticesble. If this
happens too much, the Japanese will segregate themselves and fore
get about Keeping up their contacts with the Caucasians. If there
is a Japanese community and some trouble starts, thean right away
it is Dlamed on all the Japanese, S0 far the Japanese out here
have not had too much trouble rcnting pluces to live in, but if
they got into a Japanese section, there will be segregation like

for the chlored people here, ‘“hen certain types of nisel get to-

gether they try lo show off too muech and they cause trouble. They

behave better if they are not in such large groupss

"I've never lived in an all Japanese community exeept for a
little while before the war and I don't want to start now. Thepye
ls no gain for such a community and it would be a big mistake if
it developed out here,

"So far it seems that the nisei aremaking progress in ming=
ling around in Chicaco. Some are living in small groups but most
of them are seuttered out mk from what I hear and they scem to be
getiing along fatkly well, I haven't been out long enough to know
if they are getting ascimiliated. I realize this is the most
fcvorahle time and may not get another chance, Maybe thenisei
won't sue ess in sssddbldting now but 4 don't know, The WRA has
strecsing assimilation right along and some of the nisei may be
afraid to get along by themselves because they feel that they widl

get lonesome but I think most of the' understand that it is for




. their own goods 4s for us, the future is not too bad, I hope.




Add to CH=40

The following letter was received by the interviewer regard-

ing the letters which Mrs, Tanaka promised to loan:
May 13, 1944

Dear Charlie--

Thanks for your letter, Well, we finally found the key
(in one of my old purses), and have the letters now=--but, alter
reading them over, Chuck decided they were all too personal to
let anyone else recad, Therefore, he asked me not to send them
to yous, I'm sorry it turned out this way.

Will you need more information now? Let me know, and I'll
do my best to help you,

Sincerely,

Fusako
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Add to CE-40

During thé several houre Il wes over at Fumi's apartment this
asfternoon I managed t0 Lring her resettlement story uwp to date. Fumi
ie pregnant again and ehe confided that she wouléd have snother baby
in € or 7 more months, She 8ald that it was a plenned baby and they
decided to hsve it right after Chet was pretty ecure he waan't going
to get drafted., Chet felt that lke and hie other friende could not
get ahead of him with 2 eﬁllazﬁn. Fumi hee piven vp =1l plsne for
working now a8 she hae to spend her full time teking csre of the
home., She seems t0 be & rather chocrfui end optimistic individual
snd her ed jus tmentz have been very good. Sandy ie juite talkative
and she calls me “hale, The last time I sew Sandy a yesr apo Bhe
waen't even tslkineg or evem walking., However, Sandy ig a muvch btet-
ter behaved girl than Luey. She 1z getting at the verf curious age
80 thet she seke Fumi sbovt everything, I had to etop amd play with
" her for s while 80 that the interview took longer than I had ex-
pected, The following 18 a verbatim sccount of Fumi'e comments
during the afternoon:

“@osh, a yesr in our lives certainly does go by fast, To think
thet 4 hsve been out here in Chicago for over s year snd it hardly
geemg poesiule that the wer has been going on for over I years now,
Cemp life seems to far away that I can hardly recall 1t now., During
the paet year, we hove been constantly looking towarés the future and
our lives heve been pretty well balance, We sre much more settled
here in this noighbozhéod than we imagined possivle,. [bt conree, I
am not satisfied with my present houeing yet, For & while last yesr
we did look around a grest deal for another plsce to live in be-
cavee we felt pretiy crowded. We wanted to ged into a bettor place
because we hed moved into the first spsrtment with the understandl ng

that it wonld only be temporsry. I expected too much in the way of
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houveing when I first came out hoto vecause I wanted a‘plcoc Juat as
good as our Seattle home., I didn’t realire then that houeing we &0
hard to get. During the past yesr we were 6ont1nn-113 on a lookout
for a new plaoo.' On severel occeeions we just miesmed ovt because we
aerrived a little too late, The better places don't advertise in thi
newspapers 60 we had t0 welk stout and look for the signe. You have
to teake a place juet ae soon ne you 2¢e it becsuse if you stop and
deliverate over it somebody else will jJump in ané rent it from under
your noseé. A lot of pleces that .1 went to didn't have any bathe, I
wa® 80 smaged st thia snd I ssked the lsndlord how he expected e
femily to keep éloan. He ssld that meny homee in Ghiaige did not
have bathe or showers but on Saturdsy nighte they would bethe in the
kitchen, I felt that I could not move into an spartment without a
bath teceruse that would be lowering my #tandard of living. <&ven
during the pooreat part of the depression l'vqulwaya hed 8 regular
bath. 1 guvese the Chicego people have been deprived of s0 many
things that they get veed to it., Ome of the landlorde was telling
me thet meny apartment homes in the colored dlatrict d4idn't have
baths at all. I don't see how they ean stend it. I don't see how
any Nihonjin can move into a plsce without st lesst a bath there. 1
Juatl had to ipgnore thoee places that dldn't have baths,

"I 414 run up sgeinet a few dlserimination csses o't times. Once
8 woman apan#%ho door end said, 'no' end slsmmed the door right in
my face. The other plsces were not so direct and they gave me a
loug story about the place aslready being taken. I ®ried not to ve
- seneitive sbout it, but I couldn't help but feel that it’wa:'dls-
erimivation when 1 would g0 the next dey and see the sign still up.

"Finelly last Novemuer the lady living apht.lr- got married so
that we decided to move vp here, It's the seme nunber of roomes but

’
they are a little bigper snd the spsrtment hes more light, <The rent
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a
i® only 517 & month end that'e only ‘8 more then what we psid down=-
gtaira, I'm sstiefied with my housing for = while, but I still |
would 1like to get & flat with st least £ bedroome. I gave up look=-
ing for thie year, but maybe next summer I will stert locking egain
becanse a lot of the defense workers may be leaving the ctty{j

“"The day that we moved upstairs, I remember one of the hakujin
fellows from Chet's garsge came up to help ue and he handed Chet the
draft notice which ked come in the mail., I had such sn awful feel~
ing then, Alvert hed Jjuet veen drsfted s short time vefore so I
thought sure thet Chet would also have to go. I was 80 worried be~
cauge I didn't know what I wee going to do, Chet went down for his
pre~induction phyeieal and I was so relieved when he ceme back and
gaid that he hed veen rejected on mecount of his sinues trouitle and
his bad eyesight. Up to that moment I wae all tied up in knote be-
cause 1 was 80 determined mol to go bLack to camp. ¥y plene in case
he wae teken was to bring my Lrother out of camp 20 I could stay on
here. I had it all figured out that I e¢ould meke it out finaneially
if we ehared expeunsesin that way. Chet wae spreeatle to that plan
becasuse he didn't want to lesve me alone without anyone srouvmd,

"When we 60 move, we want to stay on the north side since Chet
works uwp in thie direction. We would like to stay in this genersl
district ss I know all of the storea around here and we feel estab-
lished., I could move to the south side tut it's no nwee for Akeex
Chet to wa#te £ houre = day in order to commute., If we had an extra
room in this apartment, wy brother could come out here. <hen we
could 2tay here permsnently. I sort of hate to leave thie family in
a way, becauvee we pet along 80 nicely with the laendledy. ©She hates
children, but she likes Sandy very mﬁch and she talks to her all the
time, Ourlendledy hes been very kind to us. Last summer she used

to vring ue vegetables frow her farm juite regvlerly. . Whenever ahe
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goes to the farm now she brings back egge snd sells them to me for
7¢ s dozen cheaper thsn the stores' price. l

"1l get slong with the other people living in this building too.
The cecupants of the first floor sre rather friendly with ve send I'm
slways going down to talk to the ledy. I don't know the couple in
the front flat very well as they are nipght workere, lgkynny. I can
honeetly say that there never hae been any discriminstion sgeinat us
in this house. In fasct, this whole district ie pretty good as no
one has mentioned snything stout our rece to uvs, unless they sek us
in a curiove wey, W®hen 1 first came out here, I wans err uneasy
asbout my position, wut I neyer worry asbout that anymore. A lot of
it has to do with having & child as most of the peoprle around here
geem to like Sandy so much., Thst'e how we get acjuainted with them.
This 18 a femily dietrict snyway and a lot of Germans live sround
here. They are inclined to be more sympathetic because a lot of
them suffered during the firest wer., A number of Nihonjin hame
moved into this district but they haven't csused sny crowding at
8ll, When I firet moved into this ares, there were only £ other Ni-
honjin femilies, Since then asbout 10 families have moved in. They
gre mostly Californisns so I don't know them very well,

"At firat 1 felt very sensitive avout other Nibonjins moving
iato this district, but I don't mind it et all anymore ae + realize
that 1t doesn't hurt me. There isn't any dsnger of great numbera ‘
moving in becsuse there sre few housing vacancies., I don't think e
Jaﬁanoae community couvld ever apriﬁg vp arovnd here., I etill think
that if too meny ceme in, it would reflect agsinst ue but it hsan't
influenced in that way yet. The district is full of old Germen fa-
milies and there isn't much of ' change over around here, 8o that not
toﬁ many families caﬁ move into the arda.jx

"My sister did try to find an spartment sround here, but ghe
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was not successful, My brother-in-law wanted to get ;melo house '
but this wae not poesivle. Pinally they went down to the #BA and
some vacencles on Z0th St. had jJust come in o they grobbed it wup
immediately. They took s couple of the 2 room apar tmente, My slster
woula like to have » lasrger place ae it is too crowded there, tut
she 12 hoping to get 8 4-room place on the first place. They feel
thet they can't Le too choosey since there 1s.euch a housing short-
age. A lot of the Nisel have ﬁo go into these le-room housekeening
places and that's not reslly s home. Lhe chief trouble with moat of
the housing in Chicego is that there are too many vedbugse., Ihis ie
the chief evil of Chicago. There sre & 1ot of colored people living
around S8th 5t. where my sister lives, In the house they sre in,
there ie & mixture of Filipinos, Chinese, whites snd Jepsnese, but
no Negroes are sllowed. . think they have & policy sgainet them.
Evt on Sundaye, you esn see the Begroee all sitting out ou the front
FBxixgex porbhes and they sre reslly getting into this ares.

"1'm certainly gled that I don't hsve to worry swovt femily re-
eettlement like my friemds are doing, My bechelor brother ie the
only one left im cemp now. Ke had e pleurisy sttack 8o that he has
been trying to get well for the paet £ yesrs, He hee not resettled
tefore because the doetor advised him to rest ss long as possible ss
he wouldn't have ueen gble to do that out here, My brother was
planning to come ouvt with my sister lsst June but these plans dtd
not go through. That is why he decided to remsin in csmp for s
while longer. How that people are lesving more rapidly, he wante to
resettle. I told him that he could come here and etey with us tem=
porarily. He might ue able to get a chesp #leepling room nesrby and
then he could have hie mesle here.

"All the rest of my family ie out of the center now. MKy oldeat

brother ies doing censorehip work st Bismark but he wents to come to
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Chicsgo now as he doesn't like all of the trouvble-makers in the inp-
termnment cemp there. The Kibvel and Higei there tiy to make his work
8ll the harder snd they do the opposite of everything they ere sup-
posed to do, That'es why he doesn't care te remain in that ainolphort
sny longer, '

“Chet's femily is =11 out of the éontor toes, I think that it is
vetter for the peorle to get out now that they have the chance., It
ie best for the children ss they should mirele with the hakujin
children and not feel different, Gn; of my friende bronpht » davehe
ter out recently and the little pirl had foreotten 21l sbout hakujin
children so0 that she wes afrald of them.. Camp life ie no pood 1f it
is going to do that sort of thing to the joung ehll&ron. The WRA
says that it will help the familles resettle by locating housing and
finding furniture. If they reslly do that, then the people in camp
ghovld have no ob jection to leaving., I hope thet it i2 snother one
of those fslase promises which used to dieturk uve too much.

"A lot of people sy that the igsel are too o0ld to ever work
agein vut they mren't all that sncient. I've seen & number of Issel
ovt here alresdy sud they all meecm to be getting slong all risht., 1
think thet the large femilies will heve the hardeet time so thst
they deabeve a large finsncisl assistance prant from the government
if that ie possivle. I Bmagine that those reslly old people juet -
can't come out ez they won't be stle to support themselves, On top
of everything, ;he people are 80 lfrnld.of the outeide becnuse Lhey
heve Leen sheltered by the government for the past ? yeers, I think
that the WEA will have to keep one or two csmps open for those who
find it impoesibvle to leave., 4t would be pitiful 1f they had to
leave the cemp and live on rellef,

]jau: pregent plan is to stey on in Chlengg & for the duration,
But eventuslly I would like to go to & smaller town for s;ﬁa:'n sake,
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I don't like a large ¢ity as 1t 1s too hard for echildren, We were
thinking of poinpg bLeck to Seattle gftor thinge got settled, but it
depends on housing and job poseibility. We don't have any property
back there eo thet 1t wouldn't be very eassy for us to get reloeated,
We can't be moving around indefinitely with children., But 4 still
feel that Chicsgo is not the permanent plsce for ue, I slso would
like to move to & little higher-toned neighvorhocd, It ilen't vecause
I feel euperior to our nelghuore, but I don't approve of acme of the
wsys in which they sllow thelr childdren to rum wild. 4 lot of the
people sround here sre cosmes sud profsne with thelr children snd I
don't want candy te get thet from thewm. What 1 would like would be
a hovee of awy own,

"If 1 had a house of m); own, there would te » 1ot more fréedén.
In & flat, & child cen't express itself freely., We have to be con-
glderate ¢f the people living below us. We sre going %o have sno-
ther child next Decemier snd we hope for a Loy thie time., I'4 like
to have st least & children, and “het says thet this ie the shso-
lute limit. ke come from a large family hiweelf and he had to ma-
erifice all the time for the younger kids., Ee feels thet it ien't
fair for the childran if they can't all get syual opportunities, 1If
we have to0 many chlidran, we won't Le sble to give them all that

they went or should have. |

P

"I reslly don't worxﬁ too much swout Chet's job bLecsvee he has
veen eupporting ue right slong. I feel that he can always get some
kind of 2 job, We hsven't Leen doing too badly as we have monaged
to put aside & little money esch month and ovr expens:s. are not too
great., 1'd like to get shead e little more, btut we can't te too
perticular. Ky hugsband is very interested in hia garage work in the
palee department snd he thinke that there ia s future in it. IHis
boss hes been rdauauring him that he will be kept on sfter the waer
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is over. That's why Chet has remained onm the jobL for 2 years as he
feels that the future security i# more lmportant thsn the higher wspe
he may e able L0 make elsewhere,

"I don't think thet 4 will ever te goine back to work sgein a2
1 will have the childrem to take cere of, Xj hususnd doesn't uelieve
is my going Lo work snywsy., We are able to maﬁaae on our bundiget
quite well mow, It'es eneier for me to figure ouvt our expenditures
and I Kuow exactly what I have to gpend from month to month. It
costs me sbovt V1£0 a month for essentials, <‘hat inclvdes food,
llight. egonl, rent, etec. Our recreational exnense i® greater now as
we have been enterteining more of our friends, We haven't hesd too
mueb of & doctor bill se we sre fairly heslthy, but last winter I
nad lo tske “andy; 10 the doctor geversl times. &ight now both of us
have beeu gbkng to the dentirl juite often. I don't go te the
Jepsucee dentiat ot pll becouse they cherpe too mumeh.We go to one of
~ the uneighbornood dentiste snd he e very ressonable in hie prices.

"I guees we apend aprrovimetely §200 s mouth to live mo that
we are 8till sble to ssve sbout ¢50 a menth., Lhat doesn't oo vérs
far when an emergency occurs, %e try to think abowt the future mo
thet we have started s college fund for Samiy and over #100 ie in
that alresdy. “e plen to take out s Pruvdentisl Endowment insurance
policy for her so that her education will be taken care of., My
Lusbsnabas his own 1life insuremce poliey but I let my lspee. One
good thipg ie thet we ¢ not heve any large dabte to worry sbout,

"altho I don't think thet Chet w111 loee hie job, I imsesine
thet wany Nisel will lose thelr poeition end many more will get
drastic wege redvetions efter the wsr., 5Svt “het feels that the av-
touovile bweineses will get even more proeperouve from now on &0 that
hig wages won't te cut 83 all inleass ehe1§ iz & major depresszion,

Bht we sre still trying to save ar much se possible juet in csse we
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do have sn emergency period of unemplOyment. Chet could go work inm
another gsrepe right now and meke big money like Ike is, wut he feels
that his Jou sceurity ie more lmportent. Besides Ike tries to rush
throueh bis Job too guickly ae he ie money med s0 Lhat many of hie
Jobe ueed to come back. It pays to go slower amd vuild wp & repu-
tation,

"1've gradually gotten sc settled down here that 1'm even used
to Chicago now, 4 don't care for the wenther or the dirty streete,
but one caen't be too choosey. Lset year, 1 we: very dletrubed about
living iu Chicago sund I hated 1t Lut 1'm getting over it now, 1 |
think thet my eocisl ad Justwents have been wore completed sni that -
contrivutes to my greater sense of veing e pert of thie Chicago
neighvorhood, Another thing is thet my sister is out here now so
~that 1 don't feel quite as isolated from the family proup anymore.

"Chet 2nd I don't veloug to any orgsnizntiona yet, Lut we have
plenty of things to do to oceupy our time. We 20 @ccasionslly to
the dethodist church., 4 number of Japsnese go there for the evening
fellowehip ae 8 Japanese minister conducts it. I only g0 to the
morniug service, <hat fev, Dude is dolng a lot for the Nisei out
here. Le used to come to my house sll the time, He wanted sll of
the jyoung Fisei couples Lo etart attendivg church 20 that they could
really feel they were axpaxt of the community. Whenever he hesre of
any Kisel or lesel movine i{nto the district, he goes and paye & home
vieit on them snd he tries to emcoursge them to come to his church.
Chet is & Bsptist so thet sev. Dude doesn't press him. A few of the
Fvddhiste out in thie sres even sterted to o to that Christian
church, |

"There sre sbout 20 or &0 Kihonjin who g0 t0 the wormiung ser= .
vices and 1 undersland that atout twice thal nuaber go to the even=-

ing service. The Cauvcasian memvers of the church sre very friendly
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to them. At the Sundsy evening fellowship, they mix in quite well,
Heve Dude ceme over to my place lest week with a Hisei girl, They
_were vieiting sll of the Nihonjin families with children sround here
to msk if we wanted to start them in Sundsy School. I think that I
will wall for six more monthe before I send Sendy. Chet éoesn't care
what church I send her to as long as we g;t her started se he thinke
@ relipgious 1ife is good for her and there ien't any dsnger that
Sandy will ever pet too fenatic sbout it., Sendy won't be starting
public echool for s couple of years yet, &ight now she ig getting
at the Ase where she is very curioue avout everything so0 1 have to
gpend helf the day answering all of her juestione., She wante to
learn a lot of thinge &80 I try (o be very patiemt with her, I feel
that it ie best to encourn;g/:;{ that I can., bLecently she got inter~
ested in tying her shoes but she hed a hard time lacing them, That
ie why 1 have to fix her shoes smbout 10 times a day., She likes to
play witk Chet's toole too snd we sllow her to Go that as loug as

ehe does not get too destruetive, I think thet the resson why 20
meny Nig i sre o inhibited 18 becauvse their Iseei parents Buppressed
them to0 much a8 children so thet they had to be quiet =2 & mouse

81l the time, On top of that they had to lesrn Japsnese first so
that they started ovt in the puvlic school with s texrific hendlcap
aud they got inferioriiy feelinge,

"Chet and I heve not teught Sandy eny Japsnese at #1l, We ne-
ver epoke Japaneese out here until my Kibel sister snd her mother-in-
lew came out. %e went to vigit them lest Sunday and ny sister's
mother-in-lew tslked to Sendy in Jepenese. Sendy just looked st her
in gresat puszlemenl snd then looked at ug for an explanation, My
sister's mother-in-lsw feels that we must tesch her Japanese but Chet
and 1 hsve decided that we won't force it upon her at all because

Bhe will only gui behimd in the pubvlie school if she has to learn two
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different languages, She wovldn't have a chance to play like the
other kide if she had to g0 to & special Jupanese langusge clase.

If she picke uwp & few words it's okay bvut we can't tesch her., What's
the vese of 1tY A lot of the Hisel stvdied 1t for years and it's
reslly no neceseary. I couldn't teach Sendy any Japenese, If Sandy
wante to learn it lster on, 1t will be uwp té her. I Just want her

to e a8 normal e poseivle and 4 don't went to 40 anything that is
going to make her rece conscioune, I feel thet the 1ittle children
now won't need to know the Jspenese lenguage by the time they are
grown up anywey., It's juet too hard to meke her po to 2 different
gchools and it will only confuse her. Chet went to the inppnasa lan=-
puago‘school for sbout 8 years and he cen't resd or write it snd he
hardly speske the lenguege, It'e not wortk sll thst effort.

"I heve no intentione of ever going to Jepsn to live amd I'm
aure that Sandy won't be interested aes she will be even more Ameri-
canized than I could ever hope to be, I don't worry ambout my not
having Americen citizenship anymore a2 people don't ask me for any
paperekx, I Just esy that I em & citizen i1f they esk and 1 let it go
et that., It sure did worry me when f first ceme out here though but
tt'e not important enymore.

"I feel that my social sdjustment is pood emouph and 1t's not
egsentinl to join s lot of eluwbs., I don't mpprove of sll those Ja=-
panese cluve as there aro‘many Cavceaien clubs slrendy establ ished
that Nisei cen go into. If they Just have Jspsnese clube out here,
they will just pet segrecrmted adl the more, I'm not interested in the
JACL et 81l becsvee I don't think that it doee much good. I don't
think very kiphly of its leadefre and I haven't seen anybody petting
any benefite out of that club yet., I think thet it {8 better for the
Nigei to pet well eatabllaﬁed in the hskujin communities.

"I notice in the Pacific Citizen where all the JACL chapters
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are going in for that ineugursl bsll and all those thinge that they
@14 on the cosst. Chet doeman't 1ike 1t at sll becsuse he thinks
that it wekes the Nisel all the more cligquieh., That's why he re~
fused to Jjoin the chspt.cz out in Senttle., He feels thdat now = labor
union ionld be of much greater venefit to him that to joining a se-
gregated Jall

"We have s very strong liking for ouvr Hieel frienis, butl we have
never attended eny of the Niee¢l social sctivities out here. I just
have no desire at all to sttend them. Back in Seattle, I used to go
to & 1ot of the Nigei dances and think nothing of it, owut now I feel
that it doeen't lake Loo much of su effort to breek swsy from such
limited practiced snd I much prefer to go to s public bsllroom. My
frienie tell me that at the 313;1 dences that stuge are slways gete-
ting fresh and causing trouble. I don't feel that such isoleted
gocinl affalre are necessary st sll.

"I've made quite a ﬁumber of Vaugsagian friende out here wut I
don't g0 avout it deliverstely, I have my Hisei friende too. Ounr
- gxroup of persousl friende is composed of around 10 or 16 people, but
we have never ail potien together at oue tlme. I visit sowe of my !
old “eattle friende sbout once a week. <Lhere sre = few out on the
weat side that we eee occasionally., Uther than that, we only visit
our friends ouce iu & great while. There sre a few vaucasian
friende in the meighborhood who visit beck and forth with ue., I've
met sane of them in the stores and they made the Pfirst move to ask
me to come over for coffee., Lthey sre all great coffee drinkers, but
I bave ®tarted the tes drinking practice with some of them, We visit
each other iuformélly. d¢ have done some soclal sctivities together.

“Chet also brings some of his Caucssien friemds from the shop
up te visit us., Moet of our Nisei friends are the ones we knew from

the comgt. 4+'w 1ot particulsrly sctive to meet more Hisei, but I
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don't go out of my way to avoid them, 1 feel that our lives are
fuirly full and I don't have any sense of isolation st all. I've
heard that some of the Hisel lesders out here sre slways going to

the socisl agencies mnd telling them how lonely the Nisel are in
order Lo get more Japsnese clubs started, I éon't think that this is
true at ell, My friemia sll have their clreles, There must be
Bcmething wrong is the Hisel have to have a lot of other Hise¢i around
them in e group, About 10 or 16 friends ie atout sll thet an average
person cen hendle 80 why start all thos¢ Hisel clube? The merried
couplea have more of the home interest nﬁd they are even less saxlous
to Join Nisel clubs. 1i've never heard any of my friends say that
they wish there wae a Japsnese club that they covld g0 to, I know
that they wouldn't even wother to Join auch thinge even 1f they were
orgenized. Mkost of my frienmdes juet visit bLack and forth in thelr

own circle, Unéo in a while 8 few couples get togebther with us and
we 2o out to dinner snd s show. 3But this fe not very often as I
slways have to get somebody im to watkh Ssndy ss 1 cen't leave her
here all alonae.

"When I stop to thiunk of 1%, I reslly don't have too much lei-
sure ilme. We 4o a lot of fiotlon resding whén we can pet the btooks
from the librery. I sew quite a bit snd I have uany letters to an-
ewer, I uvauslly teke Ssndy out for ¢ walk about once a dsy. After
8ll of my hoveework and shopping zre finished, the day le pretty
much over., In the evenings we listen to the radio, play csrds and
read the papers. Chnet lets me beat hiw in ¢ards so I'll'keep Play=
ing. I'w mot very ifnterested io politice wut Chet tries to keep me
informed, ke unever gets very heated sbout politice though,

"How that the furll war is againest Jepen, I don't think thet 1t
will become more unplessant for ve., I expect that the feellings will

rise but I sm not 80 afraid of 1t enymore s we seem to be well
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accepted in thie neightorhood, I used to dresd it very much but

that wse hocauta'l didn't think we would have this present acceptance.
i'm hoping thet thet+the war will be over pretty soon. Jepsn just
doesn't heve a chsnce anymore, I used to be afraid of the draft more
but now thet Chet has Leen referred snd put Im &Z-AF, 1 don't WOrly
about i%. 4 think thet it will be pretty.harda for those Nisei to be
sent to the bout; Facific though. Those Jupanese soldiers would
really mistreat them if they were captured.

"1 haven't chenged my sttitude about the Japanese military gove
eroment. I have no gympathy for it smd I think that it ie better for
them Lo be eliminated. I heve no interest in J apsn even if I have
Japanese citizenship end I can't Le a citizen here. 1 don't feel any
cloger identified to Jepsn than to‘any foreign country. I do feel
g0rry for iLhe common people over there ae they ere the ones who suffer
end 4 dou't think that they were particularly in faver of this war.

il dou't hate the Jaupsnese people as Lthey were foreced to g0 Lo war by
the militery too, 1 juet cen't come out and say that I hete sll
Japanese even if I haven't sympethy for thelr government.

"I just feel thet 1 want to live in pesce in this country and
thet Chet will heve » fair chence to make o living for a growing fa-
wily. Lemocraey is a pretiy good ihlug through, I1've benefited uy
ite I beve slmoat the same privileges ae any americsn ol tisen, I
would feel more secuwre if 1 haé the civizenahip papere though. Be~
cause that would help to meke me feel more like the other people. I
have intentione of liviog in thie country for the rest of my 1life so
I emall for it. If I ever get & chance to become s eftizem, I'11
SUré Lpke the papere out im o hurry., I wonder if the povernment will
ever permit the ;ascx to pet citizenship in thie country?

"How thet 4 think of it, evacustion hee affected my life much
wore then I st firsv felt., Beeck on the C oset we were preity settled
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end we even had plane to buy a home in the auburbs., We would heve
been resl settled by now tut 1t was a nice dream. We were making
pretty gocd money before the war too and we thouwght thet if I should
work for a few more jyears we would be able Lo own our own home and
then etart relaing the family, I thought swvre that all of the hopes
were cimehed when the evencuation ceme along, but now i feel that we
heve gained a lot of groundie Lsek. We have been ziven an opportunity
to cee much more of iAmerice and reslize what = large country it 18,
1 know that we Gidn't like the way the Jepancse people acted in cemp
80 that's why we were smzious to leave. Back in Sesttle, 1 thought
many of the Jepanese were superior to me; but when we got to camp I
reslized thet they were no better than ue., We have learned that
Americans can be good te ue mnd that we heve a chance even though it
may e hard, We ptill have some insecurity as we can't plan too far
into the future. My hopes are not juite se optimistic me they were
before the wer, but I think there ie & £004 clunece, It doeen't cost
me snythine to mske some plane for the future and ['m pretty sure
that & large pert of them will come true., It i®e a challenge to live
snyway and we are getting plenty of 1t now, I think that we heve .
grown vp and matured in many weys., we didn't fall to pieces at the
time of evecustion and we could heve done that very esaily., uost
Nivei cesme through in tﬁia respect and only & emsll percentapge =igned
up for repatristion., That is = little hope for the futuvre end I'm
sure that sfter thie war there might bte an even greater acdeptance
of them even though Jobe mo dowbt »ill be scarcer. It sall depends

on how good s reputation they are making now,"



