
I nt er v i ewer 's code 

Mr s , f fumi  T o n i t a ( K o s h i n o ) 
F v s ak o T anak a  
See CH- 207 

Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement  St udy, 
Febr uar y, 1944 (Revi sed) 

SCHEDULE FOR I NDI VI DUAL RESETTLERS 

Dat e of  i nt er vi ew A p r i l  261. 1944 I nt er vi ewer  C . K i k u c h i  

Case number  Cxl - 4.0 S e x » M ( j )̂ 3, Mar i t al  s t at . S D 
Ent er ed 

Pr esent  addr ess 954 ¿ n i t a ;e 11- 21- 45 

W 0 
� Lef t  

Lat er  addr esses Dat e 
' tt 

111 it 

" •1,1 - 11 

tt 

K o be, J ap an 
f t  1 i 'ftn 

6. Bi r t hpl ace 
8. Al i en or  Ci t i zen al l ei l  
10. Addr esses bet ween Dec� 1, 1941 and evacuat i on 

(a) 

w 

(=)' 

(¿0' 

9. Ni s ei , Ki bei  or  I s sei  1 », j e":- r J . ¿ e l  

Lef t  

Seat l  

11. Assembl y Cent er  x uy a l  j- U. 

12. Rel ocat i on Cent er  

Dat e 
u 
It  
tt 

tt 

tt 

Dat e 
it 

Dat e 
tt 

Ent er ed 
1 Q1 O 

5- 6- 42 

8- 17- 42 

13. Addr esses si nce l eavi ng Rel ocat i on Cent er  
(pr i or  t o "pr esent  addr ess") 

(a) 

< ° >  
(a)   
( e )   

( f) — — ; ~~ 
(e) � 

14. Fami l y members l i v i ng t oget Her  on December  1, 19419 

1 OA' an 

2 - 16- 13. 

_____ 

Ent er ed Lef t  

( s y 
(b) 
(0) 

(d) 
(� ) 

(f ) 
( E) 

(h) 
(1) 
( j ) 

at i onshi p t o 
set t l er  Age Sex Bi r t hpl ace Occupat i on Rel i gi on 

P a u l  K o s h i n o *J  J . Öenv e 
T ^i l i  » 0 Çi  »f tt »t 

2£ J ap Huwr e c l  n 

L e l f  26 J a an Oau Seed ; ì ì  

Mar r i ed s i s t e r  i n S e a t t l e ( S i t i z e n ) 
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What  member s of  f ami l y l i s t ed i n 14 evacuat ed t oget her  to Assembl y Cent er ? 
Gi ve symbol s 
What  ot her  r el at ed per sons? 
Rel at i onshi p Occupat i on 
t o Reset t l er  Age Sex Bi r t hpl ace (as of  Dec* 1, 1941) 

i  Chet  (hus band) ~ Seat t l e B dy & f ender  man 

What  member s l i s t ed i n 14 or  15 above went  t oget her  t o Rel ocat i on Pr oj ec t ? 
Gi ve symbol s � 
What  ot her  r el at ed per sons? 
Rel at i onshi p Occupat i on 
t o Reset t l er  Age Sex Bi r t hpl ace (as of  Dec . 1, 1941) 

Fami l y member s l i v i ng t oget her  i n Chi cago 
Addr ess 
symbol "" Rel at i onshi p 
see 13) Ent er ed L ef t  t o Reset t l er  

Occupat i on 
(at  dat e of  
i nt er vi ew)" 

body »f ender  man i i us Dana 

Educat i onal  hi s t or y of  r eset t l er  
Grammar  school s (name and l ocat i on) Gr ade compl et ed Dat es 

Hi gh school s (name and l ocat i on) Gr ade compl et ed 

- ; : . . . .... 

Co l l eges , uni ver s i t i es and vocat i onal  
school s , (name and l oc at i on) 

Gr ade 
compl et ed Dat es 

At t endance at  J apanese l anguage 
school , l ocat i on Dat e 

nev er  at t ended 
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19, Occupat i onal  hi s t or y (begi n wi t h f i r s t  j o b) . Not e per i ods of  unempl oyment  
by ent er i ng dat es cont i nuousl y and wr i t i ng "unemp" i n J ob col umn t o cover  
such per i ods . I ncl ude empl oyment  i n Assembl y Cent er  and Rel ocat i on Pr oj ect  
and c 

D 
From 

ont i nue 
a t es 

T» 

wi t h empl oyment  

Nat ur e of  j ob 

si nce r eset t l i ng. 

Type of  i ndust r y Locat i on 
Av , mo. 
wages 

Reason 
f or  t er -
mi nat i on 

1935 Do n es t  'JC O T̂. 

.1 : 1 
�1937 r pD f i t  IG u n t i l  dad pas* iftd away 

19 3i  - ; i o na l  s c h o o l  
2 / 39 . �4/ 42 P C 

5/42- �8/ 42 fe ĈCA -

B / 42  ̂ Ho u s i n g c l er l  ''.'RA Ml  n - M nlrfi  
- Uuempl o êd 

11/ 42 Ho us ewl  

20. Po l i t i c al  ac t i v i t i es 
Dat es Vot ed i n what  el ect i ons For  what  par t y 



CH 40. V i r g i n i a Fumi ko Tor ni t a WRA For m 26 503, 865 

2. 
3. 
4 . 
5 . 

7 . 

7a . 
8.  
12. 
13. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
27. 
27 a 
28. 

29. 
30. 

Mi n i do k a, I daho 8 / 17/ 42 
P uy al l up , Was h. 5 / 16/ 42 
1019 Eas t  P i ke St r ee t , Seat t l e , Was h. 
Kas hi no Buj i nas uk e ( d ec . ) J apan 5a . Lumber  Exper t  (US) 
Oda, Hat sune ( dec . ) J apan 
Gr ammar  s c ho o l , L es c h i , Seat t l e , 9/ 24 t o 6/ 31 
Hi gh s c ho o l , Gar f i e l d , Seat t l e , 9/ 31 t o 6/ 35 
Bus i nes s s c ho o l , Edi s on Vo c at i o nal , Seat t l e , 1937 t o 1939 

Bookkeepi ng and s ec r et ar i a l  wor k 
Kobe J apan 3/ 27/ 18 t o 5/ 19 

61 110 l b s . 
Wear s g l as s es 
Mar r i ed 
Wi f e 
3 / 27 / 18 
No 
Hi gh 4 
Speaks J apanese 
Book k eepi ng 

. K n i t t i ng 
3/ 39 t o 4 / 42 J . W. Dunn and Co . 

1912 P i ke P l ac e , Seat t l e Book k eepi ng & Sec y . c l er k $22 
Seed and F e r t i l i z e r  Deal er  

K n i t t i ng and c r oc het i ng 
Met hodi s t  

w 

F umi 's hus band, Masar u Ghet  Tor ni t a 

2. s ame 
3. same 
4. s ame 
5. Thomas T ak i c h i  Tomi t a J apan 

K i k u Shi gemot o J apan 
5a . U . S . cook 
7 . Gr ammar  s c ho o l , Cent r a l , Seat t l e Wn. 1923 t o 1929 

Hi gh s c ho o l , Br oadway , Seat t l e 1329 t o 1933 
7a . Aut o r epai r  
8. None 
12. 67i  140 l b s . 
13. No maj or  def ec t s 
18. Mar r i ed 
19. Head 
20. 4 / 10 / 15 
23. No 
24. Hi . 4 
25. Speaks J apanes e 
27. Aut o mech. 
27a . 
28. 1940 t o 1942 Boul t on Aut o Rebui l d Dr i ver  P a i n t er ' s hel per  i l . OOh r  

1520 13t h A v e . , Seat t l e Mechani c $50 wk . 
1939 t o 1940 Unempl oyed 2 mo. 
1932 t o 1939 Augus t i ne & Kyer  I nc . 
2 year s 1s t  & Mar i on, Seat t l e Pr oduce c l er k 
1 year  45t h & Un i v er s i t y , Seat t l e St ock c l er k 
4 year s 1518 6t h Av e. Rec ei v i ng c l er k $27. 50 wk . 

O. P . Aut o mechani c ( P a i n t i ng) 
30. Bapt i s t  



v ac uat i o n & Reset t l ement  ,,t udy 
Char l es K i k uc hi  GH- 40 f us ak o Tak at a ( p s eud , ) 
Ohi oago , I l l i n o i s 

Mr s . F usako Tafeafca, 26, t echni -
c a l l y i s an i s s e i  as she was bor n i n 
Kobe, J apan on Mar ch 27, 1918. 
however , she has l i v ed i n Seat t l e 
s i nc e t he age of  one up t o t he t i me 
o f  ev ac uat i o n. 

F usako i s a hous ewi f e and t h i s 
case i l l u s t r a t es some Oj  t he d i f f i -
c u l t i es of  a hous ewi f e asauS: i n r e-
s et t l ement  s i nc e she t o l d of  t hes e 
pr obl ems i n gr eat  d e t a i l s . The case 
al s o i s an exampl e o f  ow a non-
c i t i z ens h i p s t at us a f f ec t s t he 
per s o nal i t y devel opment  of  an i ndi -
v i dua l . 

f i r s . Val al i a has a l l  o f  t he 
l et t er s whi c h passed bet ween her  and 
her  husband whi l e she was wai t i ng 
t o be r es et t l ed , unf o r t unat el y her  
baby t hr ew away t he Icep t o t he t r unk 
r o s i e has been unabl e t o get  t hem, 
she has pr omi sed t o l oan t hes e 
l et t er s as soon as she can get  t hem 
o ut . 



CH- 40 - 1 

Mr s . F usako Tafcal â, 20, i s a t i ny n i s e i - i s h younggwoman, 

r at her  i n t e l l i g en t , wi t h a ver y p l eas i ng per s o na l i t y . , he has no 

d i f f i c u l t y at  a l l  i n expr es s i ng her s e l f  and she has had many Cau-

c as i an oont ec t s i n t he pas t . F usako i s a hous ewi f e and most  of  

her  ener gi es i s spent  i n t ak i ng car e o f  t he year  o l d baby and t he 

ho us eho l d. 

Mr s . Ttvfca â was evac uat ed t o t he P uy al l up assembl y Gent er  on 

�Cay 16, 1943 al ong wi t h her  t hr ee br o t her s . Her  par ent s ar e de-

c eas ed. The o l des t  br o t her , 31, as bor n i n Denv er , and he was 

empl oyed i n an i mpor t i ng company p r i o r  t o t he war . The second 

br o t her , 29, was al s o bor n i n Denver  and wor k i ng i n t he ame com-

pany . A younger  br o t her , 22, was bor n i n Seat t l e and he was 

empl oyed i n a J apanes e h? r dwar e s t or e bef o r e P ear l  Har bo r . F usako 

i s t he on y c h i l d of  t h i s f ami l y bor n i n J apan s i nc e her  o t her  

s i s t er  was al s o bor n i n - eat  l e . T h i s s i s t er  i s mar r i ed and she 

was not  evacuat ed i n t he same hous eho l d. The o l des t  br ot her  i s 

now wor k i ng f o r  t he I mmi gr at i on Ser v i c e as a J apanese i nt er pr et er  

wh i l e her  youn br o t her  v o l unt eer ed r ec ent l y i nt o t he Ar my. 

F us ak o was wor k i ng as a s ec r et ar y i n a Cauc as i an r eed s t o r e at  t he 

t i me she was ev c uat ed. ohe was mar r i ed a f t e r  P ear l  Har bor  so 

t hat  i er  hus band, Chuck , 29, was ev c uat ed wi t h her . He was a body 

and f ender  man i n i ea t t l e bef or e t he war  and he i s do i ng a s i mi l ar  

sor t  o f  wor k i n Ch i c ago . (Mi yamot o document  CH- 507 r ec or ds a 

det a i l ed i nt er v i ew wi t h Chuc k . ) 

Mr s . Tanaka was r el oc at ed t o t he Mi ni dok a c ent er  on August  17, 

1- 42. I n Augus t , 1943, her  husband r es et t l ed t o Chi c ago and Mr s , 

Tanaka f o l l owed wi t h her  daught er  i n November . 

i he has not  wor ked i n a r egul ar  j ob s i  i ce Sept ember , 10/ 2. 
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At  Mi ni doka she was empl oyed as a hous i n c l er k f o r  ,16 a mont h. 

Dur i ng her  s t ay at  P uy j a i up she wor ked as a pay r oi bl  c l er k i n t he 

admi ni s t r at i o n bu i l d i ng , ¿r om F ebr uar y 1939- Apr i l  1*42 she was a 

bookke per  and s ec r et ar y f o r  J . V. Dunn, a s ed company r ec ei v i ng 

a s al ar y o f  ( 25 a week . P r i o r  t o t hat  t i me she was i n schoo l  end 

hel p i ng out  at  home, dur i ng 1915 and 19; 6 she wor ked t a a domes-

t i c i n Seat t l e f o r  v 25 a mont h. She has no o t her  wor k exper i enc e. 

F usako has never  vot ed because o f  her  non- c i t i zen s t at us . 

Hi e r ec ei v ed her  eo i pl et e educ at i on i n Sea t t l e . I n 1951 she gr ad-

uat ed f r om L es c h i  el ement ar y s c ho o l , - he t hen at t ended Gar f i e l d 

h i gh school  wher e she gr aduat ed i n 19: 5 . She r et ur ned t o school  

i n 1957 t o t ake a bus i nes s cour se at  t he ¿ di s o n Voc at i  nal  Sc ho o l , 

a publ i c s choo l  and she r ec ei v ed her  di pl oma i n 1958. She has 

never  at t ended a J apanes e l angua e s c ho o l . 

F usako bel ongs t o T ami e ' s (CH- 4) i mmedi at e c i r c l e . She l i v es 

i n a smal l  3- r oom apar t ment  on - "r mi t age ¿- t. j us t  o f f  of  t he E l  

s t at i o n . I t  i s l oc at ed near  t he back o f  a bu i l d i ng and t he one 

bi g di s j  dvant t ge i s t he l ac k o f  s un l i gh t . Her  husband has f u l l y 

f ur n i s hed t he pl ac e at  h i s own expens e. F usako was so anx i o us t o 

get  out  of  camp wi t h her  baby t hat  she was wi l l i n g t o l v e i n any 

p l ac e even t hough she c ns i der s her  pr es ent  apar t ; ent  as par t  o f  

t he s l ums . 

"F usako i s t he onl y one o f  her  f ami l y bor n i n J apan. She i s 

qui t e i ui er i c ani zed and her  a l i e n s t at us has been a sor t  of  ment al  

c o nf l i c t  i n t he pas t  and es p ec i a l l y so s i nc e t he out br eak o f  t he 

war . She i s i nc l i ned t o be s l i gh t l y ner vous i n t emper ament . I n 

Seat t l e she d i d not  l i v e r i ght  i n t he J apanes communi t y and she 

was ab l e t o make c ons i der abl e cont ac t  wi t h Cauc as i ans oven t hough 
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she di d c onf i ne a gr eat  deal  o f  her  s oc i al  a c t i v i t i e s t o n i s e i  

c i r c l es . 

Fusako had a gr eat  s t r aggl e wi t h her  f ami l y i n or der  t o get  

mar r i e.i  but  i t  w s p r i nc i p a l l y t he o bj ec t i o n of  her  not her - i n- l aw 

whi ch made t he s i t uat i o n d i f f i c u l t , b u c k ' s mot her  t hought  she 

was not  good enough f o r  her  f ami l y and t her e was a d i f f er enc e i n 

r e l i g i o n . Ther e was so much c o nf l i c t  t hat  t hey had t o pos t pone 

t i e weddi ng f r om J une. The out br eak o f  t h war  made t h i s i s s ue 

secondar y so t hat  Chuck and J f usako wer e mar r i ed on J an . 4, 1 ' 4 2 . 

One o f  her  gr eat es t  f ear s a f t e r  t he out br eak o f  t he war  ./as 

t hat  she woul d be i nt er ned and s ent  t o J apan and she t hought  f o r  a 

whi l e she t hought  she woul d e s epar at ed f r om Chuck f o r ev er . T h i s 

was one of  t he f ac t o r  whi c h made t hem def y t he f ami l y and r et  

mar r i ed, i us ak o was det er  i ned she woul d not  go t o J apan t o l i v e . 

She f e e l s t hat  t h i s i s t he onl y count r y she know and wi l l  s t i c k t o 

i t  even t hough she cannot  get  c i t i z en s h i p . Her  fer eat  f ear  now i s 

t hat  her  husband wi l l  get  d a f t ed and she does not  want  t o go back 

t o ca ip or  j o i n h i s f ami l y who ar e now r es et t l ed i n Omah' . fJ o 

dec i s i o n has been r eached on t h i s . Her  hue a id i s wor k i ng over -

t i me t o save money f o r  her . - usako . ee l s t hat  h i s i s wor k i n t oo 

l o ng and do es n ' t  see much o f  hi m. t  he o i l y r ec ent l y ent er ed 

T ami e ' s c i r c l e , ĥe f ee l s t hat  she wi l l  go t o chur ch soon and i n 

t h i s way wi l l  get  t o know of  t he nei ghbor hood peo p l e, t he mai n-

t a i ns her  c ont ac t s f a i t h f u l l y wi t h her  pr e-  ar  Cauc as i an f r i ends 

as she bel i ev es t hat  t hes e ar e l as t i ng f r i en ds h i p s . 

F usako i s vexy c ons c i ous o f  her  a l i en s t at us and her  husband 

has c aut i oned her  not  t o t e l l  her  n e i g h b o r s as i t  nay caus some 

t r o ubl e. Her  husbanO i s wor k i ng at  t he s me a r ar e as Mi ke (CI - 35) 



- 4-

and s o c i a l  c ont ac t s have been devel oped her e a l s o . l ie r ec ei v ed 80 

cent s an hour  at  h i s j ob and he f e l t  t hat  t h i s was l ow i n compar i -

son t he J  1 . 15 he r ec ei v ed f o r  t he sane t ype of  wor k i n Sea t t l e , 

owever , he does not  i nt end t o qu t  and t ak e a war  j ob because he 

l i k es t he at  l ospher e o f  h i s pr es ent  pl ac e of  emr l oy i ent . 

I 'usako i s a ône most  of  t he day t ak i ng car e of  t he baby and 

do i ng t he househo l d dut i es s o t hat  she has not  had an oppor t uni t y 

t o dev el op o t her  c ont ac t s i n t he nei ghbor hood y et . ¿he was a 

c ar eer  g i r l  up t o her  mar r i age so s l e i s somewhat  r es t l es s about  

r et ur ni ng t o wor k . Chuck o b j ec t s t o i t  qui t e s t r enuous l y as he 

f ee l s t hat  she shoul d devot e a l l  her  ener gi es t o t he hone. F us ak o 

i nt i mat ed dur i ng t he c our se o f  t he i nt er v i ew; t hat  t he bi r t h o f  

her  t ei r f cl i  baby was an ac c i dent  but  she i s gl ad t hat  s tie has i t  now. 

She does not  p l an t o have any mor e c h i l dr en l o r  t he dur at i on as she 

f ee l s i t  i  i l l  be t  o r i s k y wi t h her  husban dr af t ed , i i he f ear s 

t hat  she may be l e f t  wi t h t he c h i l dr en and has no c l ose f ami l y t o 

t ur n t o exc ept  a mar r i ed s i s t e r  i n camp. Her  husband woul d l i k e 

her  t o j o i n t h i s s i s t er  i n camp a f t e r  he i s d: af t ed but  F usako 

o b j ec t s , .- he woul d r at her  t ak e a domes t i c j ob f o r  onl y r oom and 

boar d i f  t he empl oyer  al l o ws her  vo have t he c hi l d wi t h her . She 

f ee l s t hat  she c oul d nana, e i n t h i s way as she woul d be gi v en an 

i ,TXr  al l o t ment  t o t ake car e o f  ot her  expens es . 

Chuck and f us ak o hove a r es er v e f und saved up f r om bef o r e t he 

war  s i nc e bot h of  t hem wor ked but  she f ee l s t hat  she cannot  t ouch 

t h i s oney un l es s t her e i s an emer gency . The whol e expens e o f  r e-

set t l ement  has been t aken out  o f  her  hus band ' s cur r ent  i ncome. He 

makes ar ound v2 0 a mont h at  t he gar age, i 'usa :o i s ab l e t o save 

ab ut  v l O a r aont  i  out  of  t h i s pl us a s av i ngs or  ar ound 20 a mont h 



i n war  bonds . The expens s i n f ur n i s h i ng t  e i r  apar t nent  i s s t i l l  

bei ng pai d f o r . The r ent  i s qui t e r eas onabl e as i t  i s onl y v 14 a 

mont h XHX but  F usako does r iot  l i k e t he p l ac e . However , she woul d 

r at her  l i v e t her e t han go back t o a camp at no s pher e. t ;he t  i ds t o 

l ook at  t h i ngs o p t i mi s t i c a l l y so her  v i ew o f  t he f ut ur e i s not  as 

depr es s i ng as many n i s e i  c o nt ac t ed. Che i s n ' t  i n t he l eas t  b i t t er  

abo t  t he ev, ©nat i on and dr af t  at  t he pr es ent  t i me al t ho t her e wer e 

a f ew s t at ement s made dur i ng t he i nt er v i ew whi c h mi ght  i ndi c at e 

t hat  t h i s i s not  en t i r e l y t r ue . Fus-  ko manages t o l i v e q i t e cod-

f o r t : bl y out  her e and her  adj us t ment  pr oc es s i s r at  er  s uc c es s f u l . 

Her  det a i l ed l i f e s t or y f o i l  ws ; 

dad came t o Amer i ca when he w s onl y 14 y ear s o l d and he 

s t ayed at  t he Met hodi s t  Mi s s i o n s choo l  i n P o r t l and . I  t h i nk i t  

was t hr ough t he i n f l uenc e of  t he n i s e i  a r i es thfct  he f i r s t  cone t o 

t h i s c ount r y . He had hear d a gr eat  deal  o f  mer i ca hr ou h t hem 

and he want ed t o cone so badl y t hat  h i s par ent s f i na l l y agr eed 

a f t er  t he mi s s i o nar i es had conver t ed t hem. D- d educat ed h i ms el f  

over  her e and he arent  f ci g'i t  t hr ough bus i nes s c o l l ege. I  do n ' t  know 

what  he d i d i n t he per i od a f t e r  t hat  but  ev ent ual l y he j o i ned a 

J apan i mpor t  f i r m wi t h a br anch o f f i c e her e. I  f o r get  when he got  

mar r i ed. I  k i ow t hat  he went  b ck t o J apan t o et  mar r i ed. T'ot her  

was f r om t he Okayana ken t oo and 1 i magi ne t hat  i t  as an ar r an>ed 

mar r i age l i k e t hey had i n J apan. A f t e r  t hat  he br ought  her  over  

her e about  : 3 y ear s ago . 

"Dad t ook h i s youn wi f e t o Denver  wher e he as wor k i ng f o r  

t he same company bef o r e i n ano t her  br anch o f f i c e . He cot  cont  ac t  

l abo r er s t o wor k f o r  t he r a i l r o ads and ot her  hak u j i n f i r ms . Hi s 

company a l s o f i nanc ed f ar mer s i n Co l o r ado , Mont ana ai d Wyomi ng so 
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t hat  t hey coul d get  s t ar t ed . Dad was al way s a chur ch- noer  so he 

hel ped t o es t ab l i s h t he J apanes e Met hodi s t  chur ch i n Denv er . I t  

i s s t i l l  t he onl y J apanes e Chr i s t i an chur ch t her e. ?y t wo o l der  

br o t her s and s i s t er  wer e bor n i n t hat  c i t y . 

"Dur i ng t he l as t  wor l d war  my o l der  br ot her  was s i o k l y as a 

c h i l d and my mot her  want ed t o t ak e hi m back t o J apan because she 

t hought  t he c l i mat e t her e woul d be bet t er  i 'or  hi m. Dad sent  a l l  

oi ' t he f ami l y over  t her e i n 1917 and he f o l l owed a f ew mont hs 

l a t e r . l i e came back t o ¿- eat t l e i n 1918 a id he dec i ded t o s t ay 

t her e. He was s t i l l  wor k i ng wi t h t he S . Ban Co. J us t  bef o r e my 

mot her  was r eady t o b r i ng t he f ami l y bac k t o Amer i ca t o j o i n dad, 

I  was bor n i n Kobe. I  mi ssed bei ng an Amer i c an c i t i z en by o nl y 

tx?o o r  t hr ee mont hs and I  have al ways r egr et t ed t hat . I  came wi t h 

ny f ami l y t o Amer i ca when I  was o nl y a f ew mont hs o l d . A f t e r  t hat  

a younger  br ot her  was bor n i n Sea t t l e . hen my mot her  f i r s t  s t ar t ed 

back f o r  amer i oa, my gr andmot her  i ns i s t ed on k eepi ng my o l der  

br o t her s and s i s t er  wi t h her . t h a t ' s why t hey ar e mor e k i bei - i s h . 

Dad made s ev er al  t r i p s be- ck t o J apan a f t e r  t hat , but  h i s company 

vent  bankr upt  a f t e r  t ha 192: ear t hquak e. Dad t hen s t ar t ed h i s own 

bus i nes s i n ¿ea t i e . 

"As l ong as 1 can r emember , dad was al vr ays qui t e ac t i v e and 

v er y Amer i c ani zed J iii  h i s way s . He d i d no t  have ver y many connect -

i ons i n J apan s i nc e h i s f at her  had mar r i ed 2 t i qes and he came 

f r om a l ar ge f an i l y * Dad i nher i t ed one of  r : ndf : t  i er ' s f ar ms i n 

J apan but  he gave i t  up t o an o l der  br ot her  who was not  so wel l  

o f f . My mot he * s s i de o f  t he f ami l y wer e al  ays s t o r e k eeper s and 

¿er ohani s . ¿he had Z br o t her s and s i s t er s and none o f  t hem ever  

had any c h i l d r en , ¿ i ght  now onl y one unc l e i s l i v i n g and my par -
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ent s br ought  hi m up i n our  home i n Seat t l e u n t i l  he went  "back t o 

J apan i n 1? 26 when gr andmot her  bccame s er i o us l y i l l . That  unc l e 

t ook over  gr andmo t her 's f i r ewo r k s f ac t o r y and I  suppose he i s s t i l l  

over  t her e mak i ng ammuni t i on Tor  t he J apanes e Ar my i n a l l  l i k e l i -

hood. I  hav en' t  hear d o f  h i n f o r  y ear s . 

"Dad al ways was wel l  o f f  u n t i l  s l 92S when l ie l o s t  ev er y t h i ng 

i n t he ear t hquake as he had a l l  o f  h i s money i nv es t ed i n t hat  com-

pany . I t  became a har d s t r ugg l e f or  hi m a f t e r  t hat  as l y mot her  

was an i nv a l i d f o r  8 y ear s bef o r e her  deat h . Anot her  ounger  

br o t her  I  had d i ed i n i  f anc y and my mot her  never  ;ot  over  t hat  

shoc k . 7e used t o heve t o t ak e her  t o t he count r y f or  & mont hs 

ever y y ear  because o f  her  de l i c a t e heal t h .  ̂he i 'i  l al l y pas s ed 

away i n 19J 34 wi t h t uber c u l o s i s and a l l  o f  t hose doc t or  b i l l s kept  

us r at her  poor  but  not  i n pov er t y . Dad was not  wel l  hi m-

s el f  bec aus e he c ont ac t ed l . B . f r om mot her  and he j a sed a / a y i n 

December , 1935. The doc t or  d i d n ' t  det ec t  i t  u n t i l  i t  as t oo l a t e . 

"T h a t ' s about  a l l  t he c ont ac t s I ' v e had wi t h J apan s i nc e I  

do n ' t  know any o f  my r e l a t i v es . I  suppose t her e ar e qui t e a number  

of  t hem but  I ' v e never  bot her ed t o t r y and f i nd out . :"y mot her  

di ed bef o r e I  was o l d enough t o be i nq u i s i t i v e about  t hese t h i ngs . 

I  do know t hat  I  have 2 doc t o r  c o us i ns i n J apan ana anot her  i s a 

dr ess - maker . I  do n ' t  know ver y much about  my dad ' s s i de of  t he 

f ami l y . Once my f at her  t o l d me t hat  one of  h i s c ous i ns went  wi t h 

t he J apanes e embassy t o P er s i a as t he Imp? r i a l  Doc t or  and he was 

qui t e pr omi nent . e have no o t her  r e l a t i v es i n t h i s count r y now. 

'Dur i ng h i s l i f e t i me, ad was qu i t e ac t i v e i n t he J apanes e 

communi t y. I  e bel onged t o t he J apan So c i et y and he w.- .s one of  t he 

c har t er  member s o f  t h i s gr oup, l  e a l s o bel onged t o t he k en j i n k ai  
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and t he J apanese as s o c i a t i o n . He t ook a ver y ac t i v e par t  i n t he 

J apanes e coi r auni t y l i r e u n t i l  h i s hea l t h s t ar t ed t o br eak down. 

He a l s o bel onged t o sever al  ha j i n bus i nes s c l ubs . He spoke 

Engl i s h we l l  bec aus e he bad been i n t h i s count r y f o r  so l one;. My 

mot her  spoke onl y br ok en E ng l i s h and she pr e. r ed t o s peak J apan-

es e . "y par ent s got  al ong wel l  al t hough t her e was 16 y ear s a e 

d i f f e r en c e . They nev er  had any bi g quar r e l s and dad was al ways 

c onc er ned wi t h mot her *s poor  heal t h« 

"S i  i ce I  was br ought  t o Seat t l e f r om Kobe at  such a young age , 

I  nat u r a l l y do n ' t  r emember  any t h i ng about  J ap ant  and i t  i s a f or -

ei gn count r y as f a r  as I  am c o nc er ned. Vy home i s Seat t l e and I  

r i  11 al . /ays c o ns i der  i t  as r ay ho me . j  ̂ e l i v ed i n a Cauc as i an nei r h-

or Uood near  l ak e as h i l g t o n . I  d i d n ' t  have any J apanes e l ay ¡at es 

wh i l e I  j as a c h i l d and I  onl y saw J apanes e c h i l dr en at  t he Umd a y 

s c ho o l . I  al ways had Cauc as i an f r i ends t o p l ay wi t h s i nc e t hey 

l i v ed i n t he same n e i  hbor hood. I  d i d n ' t  r ea l i s e any d i f f e r enc e 

u n t i l  I  got  t o h i gh s c ho o l , "¿hen I  sot  mor e I n t er es t  I n t he J apan-

ese gr oup i n i  ea t t l e . '¿he way I  go t  s t ar t ed was t hr ough t he young 

p eo p l e ' s gr oup i n t he Met ho di s t  c hur c h. 

"Ther e was no t hi ng o ut s t andi ng about  our  h me l i f e . I  us ed t o 

l i k e t o r ead a l o t  and I  went  t o t he l i b r a r y qui t e o f t en . I n t he 

summer  I  al  ays we i t  swi  ¡ruing i n t he l ak e wi t h Cauc as i an k i d s . F o r  

3 summer s our  f ami l y had a c o t t age on Puget  f cound and we ©ui kl d have 

wonder f u l  t i mes out  t her e. - hen I  was i n t he el ement ar y s c ho o l s , 

I  j o i ned t he Campf i r e Gi r l s and I  was t he onl y J apanes e i n t he 

gr  up. I  was n ' t  ab l e t o t ak e par t  i n t oo many phy s i c al  a c t i v i t i e s 

as I  was not  t oo s t r ong as a c h i l d . I  h d t o t ak e up onl y t he l i l d 

s po r t s so t hat  I  woul d not  exer t  my s el f  t oo much. 
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"Qur  f ami l y l i v ed i n a l ar ge 6- r oom l o us e, «e al ways had 

ani  l al s ar ound t he pi e ce s i nc e we had a ver y l ar ge y ar d . We had 

some J apanes e a r t i c l e s i n our  home s i nc e dad had a c o l l ec t i o n o f  

s i l ": pai nt i ngs on t he wa l l . We at e J apanes e f ood o c c as i o nal l y as 

a t o f u vi an used t o come ar ound once a week t o s e l l  us J apanese 

f o o d. My mot her  buy enough so we c oul d eat  J apanes e f ood about  S 

t i mes a week . We wer e not  cut  o f f  en t i r e l y f r om t he J apane e com-

muni t y bec ause my par ent s had a l o t  of  J apanes e v i s i t o r s . They 

wer e bus i nes s and chur ch f r i en ds . 

"fo'e spoke ver ;/ l i t t l e J apanese at  home as we ot  i nt o t he 

habi t  o f  u s i ng mor e ~n. l i s h . - hen my o l der  br ot her s and s i s t er  

came back f r om J apan we had r< t e r r i b l e t i me and I  never  got  al ong 

wi t h s i s t e r  because o f  t h i s 1-  nguace d i f f i c u l t y . $h. knew l i t t l e 

Engl i s h f  nd I  knew l i t t l e J apanes e and yet  - - ho was bor n i n Amer i ca 

and I  was bor n i n J apan. l- :y br o t her s a 5d s i s t er  w.d gone t hr ough 

h i r h s choo l  i n J apan and :y br o t her  d i d n ' t  get  al ong wi t h dad at  

a l l . They wo u l dn ' t  have come bac k t o - "aer i ea at  a l l  i f  my mot her  

had not  been s er i o us l y i l l . They ar e gl ad t hey came bac k as t hey 

l i k e i t  much b t t er . ;!y o l i es t  br o t her  i s now wor k i ng wi t h t he 

I mmi gr at i on Ser v i c e as a t r ans l at o r  ar i d censor  t  one o f  t he i n-

t er nment  camps. l "y o l der  s i s t er  i s car r i ed t o a pe- son who i s 

t ec hn i c a l l y an i s s ei  and she i s happy her o so t hat  sbe nevor  spoke 

o f  go i ng back t o J apan a f t e r  her  mar r i age. 

"When I  was a c" i l d I  t ook p i ano l es s o ns f o r  about  2 o r  .7: 

y ear s u n t i l  my heal t h br ok e down, Mot her  want ed us t o have t he 

bes t  educ at i o n and she want ed t o t e l l  us a l l  about  t he c ul t ur e of  

J apan. &he used t o r ead us a book ev er j  ni ght  on J apanes e f o l k 

l o r e . o t her  r &dual l y cot  mor e a i d mor e e Lcani zed and she 
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t ook up br i dge because she hear d t hat  t h i s was t he t h i ng t o do 

among t he Amer i can s o c i et y women. She got  t o be qui t e a f an t hat  

we had t o p l ay wi t h her  e l l  t he t i me when she was i l l . 

"Bef o r e t hst  our  par ent s used t o t ake us out  t o many i o n i c s 

ar ound as h i ng t on and we al  ay s had a happy and /j ay hor ael i f e. For -

t unat el y t he J apanes e l an ua e s choo l  was t oo f a r  away and I  coul d 

not  get  t her e h / s t r eet  oar  so 1 never  at t ended. o t her  d i dn ' t  

l i k e i e t o so t o t hat  nei ghbor hood so much as t her e we e a l o t  o f  

c o l o r ed peoo l  down t her e. Dad never  ur ged me t o ear n t he l an-

guage e i t her  as he t hought  i  coul d p i c k i t  up at  home. I  t h i nk 

t hot  I  o f t en want ed t o l ear n J apanes e but  i t  was t oo har d f o r  rae 

t o l ear n by my s el f . I  c an ' t  wr i t e o r  r eed at  a l l  now. y o l der  

s i s t er  t r i ed t o t eac h me f o r  a whi l e when she or  me back f r om J apan 

but  she d i dn ' t  have uc h succe s bec aus e t her e was some ant agoni sm 

bet ween us t hen. I  can under s t and f a i r l y we l l  now bec ause o f  t he 

pr ese ce o f  my o l der  br o t her s and s i s t e r  who came back f r om J apan 

but  I  do n ' t  speak we l l . I t ' s j us t  enough t o get  by on. - af t er  my 

par ent s di ed we ev er  spoke J apanes e at  home. I t  was i n camp t hat  

I  p i c k ed up a l o t  of  my J apanes e bec aus e a l l  o f  t he peopl e spoke 

i t  except  f o r  t he younger  n i s e i . 

"Al t ho I  want ed t o 1 ear n about  J apanes e c u l t u r e, my mot her  

d i d n ' t  have t oo much t i me t o t eac h me much o f  i t  a f t e r  her  heal t h 

s t ar t ed t o f a i l . Our  f ami l y l i f e was f a i r l y happy even wi t h t he 

i l l  heal t h i n t  ie f ami l y al t ho us k i ds used t o have our  ar gument s . 

The t h i ng I  enj oyed most  about  c hi l dhood was my s c hoo l  l i f e and I  

s t i l l  cor r espond wi t h my f i r s t  gr t de t eac her . v;e wer e t he onl y 

J apan se f ami l y i n t he whol e el ement ar y s c ho o l . I 'ot her  used t o 

i nv i t ed my t eac her s t o our  home f o r  t ea and she got  t o know t hem 
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v er y we l l . 

"Our  nei ghbo r s wer e a l l  Cauc as i ans and t her e wer e a l ot  o f  

c h i l d r en l i v i n g i n our  a r ea . Ther e was one Mason f ami l y i n our  

b l o c k and t hey d i d n ' t  l i k e t he Cat ho l i c s so t hat  us c h i l dr en us ed 

t o hav e a har d t i me p l ay i ng wi t h eac h o t her  on ac c ount  o f  t he par -

en t s . Ther e wer e a l o t  o f  J ewi s h c h i l d r en  ̂ t oo and some par ent s 

d i d n ' t  l i k e t hem, - «hen my dad r ent ed o u f  home, a do c t o r  p r o t es t ed 

t he J apanes e movi  lg i n as he s ai d t he pr oper t y v al ue woul d dr o p . 

Ther e was qu i t e a r ow about  t he who l e t h i n g but  dad hel d i h i s 

gr ound and he moved i n . I n t he f o l l o wi ng y ear  I  became ver y good 

f r i en ds wi t h t he d o c t o r ' s daught er  and he became our  f ami l y doc t o r  

and he t ook c ar e o f  mom and dad when t hey wer e i l l . He j us t  d i d n ' t  

know us bet f owe t i nd t h a t ' s why he p r o t es t ed so v i go n eu s l y . Ther e 

was a l s o a Dan i s h f ami l y up t he s t r eet  and t he woman d i dn t̂  want  

me t o wal k up h e r  s t r eet  bec aus e ¿he d i d n ' t  l i k e J ap s . L at er  she 

became a Ch r i s t i an and her  c h i l d r en became a mi ss i onar y and one of  

t hem was even s ent  t o J apan . 1'i e who l e f a i : 1. bec a e c o r d i a l  t o 

a l l  peopl e f t e r  t hey over came t h e i r  p r e j u d i c es , >- e a l l  became 

cod nei ghbo s and we nev er  had any d i s c r i mi nat i o n t r o ubl e a f t e r  we 

go t  s e t t l ed down i n t hat  ne i ghbo r ho o d. 

: , I  d i dn t t  r ea l i z e t hat  a l l  t hes e beg i nn i ng t r o ub l es wer e due 

t o d i s c r i mi nat i o n as I  j u s t  t hought  t hes e peopl e d i d n ' t  l i k e u s . 

L a t er  on so e or  o u r  nei ghbo r s o f t en t ook sane ou p i c n i s and out -

i ngs wi t h t  l ei r  c h i I d r  n . My f a t h e r  a l s o had f r i ends among t he 

Cauc as i ans i n t he nei ghbo r ho o d and my mot her  knew qu i t e a f ew o f  

 ̂ £ yen t hough I  d i d not  go t o t he J ap ; nes e s c ho o l , i y par ent s 

Wo ul d a l  ays t ak e ie t o t he J apanes e s c hoo l  f e s t i v a l s and t he ;eu-

t he ot  her  not  ! xe r s 
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j i n kai  p i c n i c s . These event s wer e qui t © ex c i t i n g f o r  mo as I  

never  saw so many J apanes e t oget her  © t  one t i me l i k e t hat , Ever y-

one was i n a gey s p i r i t  at  t hese p i c n i c s so I  enj oyed t hem. At  

schoo l  I  onl y had Cauc as i an f r E l ends and I  kept  t i em dur i ng a l l  t he 

year s I  l i v ed i n Seat t l e . I  s t i l l  cor r espond wi t h t wo of  my c l o s e 

f r i ends t hat  X f i r s t  met  i n t he f i r s t  gr ade. I  went  ar ound wi t h 

Cauc as i an boys un t i l  I  got  t o t he 8t h g r i de . I  t h i nk i t  was about  

t hat  t i me t hat  I  f i r s t  r ea l i z ed t hat  I  was d i f f e r en t  because one o f  

t he boy 's mot her s m¿ de a r emar k about  me. I t  was not  a mean r emar k 

as i t  was o n l y s ai d i n a j ok e but  I  r ea l i z ed t hat  I  was n ' t  qui t e t he 

seme. I  went  homo and asked mot her  about  i t  e id she exp l ai ned 

l i t t l e o f  i t . ' I hi s d i d not  s t ay i n my mi nd ver y f cong as I  soon 

f or got  i t , I  used t o go wi t h a Oauc s i an gr oup oi  boys and c i r l s 

f o r  out i ngs and p i c n i c s al most  ever y week when t he weat her  was 

n i c e . Us ual l y I  went  abound wi t h t he Cauc as i an c i r l s t he mos t . 

Th i s was t r ue .- ,s I  ot  o l  e r  and o i l e r , - e us ed t o go eat  at  each 

o t h er ' s homes on Sat ur day n i r h t s and t ês e i  I s woul d ? l ways want  

t o have J apanese f ood at  my ous e. I 'y mot her  woul d t each t he i r  

mot her s t o make J apanes e and Chi nes e di s hes and she woul d l ear n 

Aner l o &n di s hes f r om t hem. 

I  di d f a i r l y wel l  i n r y s t udi es as I  was al ways i  c l i ned t o 

be a l i t t l e s t udi o us . My par ent s al ways want ed me t o r ank equal  

wi t h t  :e o t her  Oauc s i an s t udent s so I  put  ext r a e f f o r t s i nt o my 

s t udi es t o p l eas e t hem. % aver age was al ways 9 s end B«s . I  

even s k i pped one gr ade i n el ement ar y s c ho o l . I  cot  al one wel l  wi t h 

t i e t eac her s and I  suppose 1 was sor t  o f  a j>et  wi t h some of  t hem, 

.'hen I  gr aduat ed f r om r  r a mar  school  I  went  t o Ga: f i e l d hit-  sch o l . 

That  s c hoo l  was l i k e t  mel t i ng pot  and 11 nat i o n 11t i es and l ev e l s 
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s oc i  t y at t ended i t . The s c hoo l  ar ea cov r ed t he c o l o r ed d i s t r i c t  

and i t  al so i nc l uded a per t  of  t he weal t hy d i s t r i c t . The J ewi s h 

communi t y and a par t  of  t he J apanes e communi t y wer e a l s o i nc l uded 

i n t h i s h i gh school  d i s t r i c t . The s t udent s a l l  ot  al ong ver y wel l  

wi t h eac h o t her  al t ho t her  as a t endenc y t o br eak up al on;: na-

t i o na l i t y l i n es . 

" I  s t udi ed v er y har d i n hi  h s choo l  and I  al ways t r i ed t o com-

pet e wi t h t he o t her  s t udent s . *o r  t he ent i r e f i r s t  y ear  at  h i gh 

schoo l  I  d i d n ' t  chum ar ound . i t h t he J apanes e s t udent s at  a l l  be-

cause somehow I  f e l t  a l i t t l e d i f f er ent  t owar d t hem. I t  was e: 

l i t t l e d i f f i c u l t  t o got  t o know t hem bec aus e t hey wer e r es er ved 

and I  was r es er v ed. I  t ended t o go ar ound mor e wi t h ay f r i ends 

f r om gr ammar  s c hoo l . L at er  on I  got  t o know �he n i s e i  s t udent s so 

t hat  I  ent er ed mor e o t he i r  a c t i v i t i e s . I  t ook r? r t  i n one s c i  o l  

pl ay wi t h an a l l  J apanese c as t . Ther e wer e u i t e ; f ew n i s e i  Go i ng 

t o t hat  so oo l  and t hey seemed t o mi x i n f a i r l y wel l  wi t h hak u j i n 

s t udent  s at  t i mes but  most  of  t he i  wer e c i Qu i s h l i k e . 

S'- y f i r s t  exper i eno-  v, t h t he n i s e i  was v r  embar r as s i ng. 

Ther e was a J apanes e boy i n my news wr i t i ng c l as s ana I  was i ven 

an ass i gnment  t o wr i t e bout  t he J apanes e cou un i t y . I  d i dn ' t  

kno t he communi t y at  a l l  so I  asked t he n i s e i  boy i f  he woul d 

hel p me a i d he b l us hed. I  d i dn ' t  get  i nt o a l l  o f  t he s o c i a l  l i f e 

o f  t he n i s e i  i n t he J a anese communi t y bec aus e X d i d n ' t  l i v e near  

t her e . That  was t he Seas on why I  d i d n ' t  have much t o wr i t e about  

i n my as s i gnment . I t  was har d f o r  me t o go i nt o t he J apanes e 

ac t i v i t i e s as I  l i v ed way out  by t he l ak e and 1 c o u l dn ' t  s t ay out  

t oo l a t e . 

"However , I  gr adual l y t ook mor e and mor e of  a par t  i n t he 
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ni s ei  s o c i a l  n o t l v l t i es . The J aj x nese a t ' d o t i c c l ub s t ar t ed t o 

? i v e r o l l e r  s 'r at i ne par t i es and I  be ân t o at t end t hes e. I n t hat  

wa ŷ I  s o t  ac quai nt ed wi t h d i f f er en t  n i s e i  gr o ups .  ̂ l o t  of  t he 

f el l o ws '7er e r owdi es and 1 d i dn ' t  car e f o r  t he* at  a l l . The f i r s t  

J apanese dance t hat  I  ev er  went  t o was one sponsor ed by t he J apan-

es e St udent  Cl ub o f  t he Un i v er s i t y of  :ashi nt ;t on. I  was onl y a 

sophomor e i n h i nh schoo l  et  t hat  t i me but  riy par ent s al l owed no t o 

go wi t h a n i s e i  f o l i c ;. 1 f our w t hat  t .";i s n i s e i  danc e w< pr et t y 

n i c e . Up t o t hen I  had o nl y one t o oar  c l as s dances at  s choo l  and 

l o n i s e i  had ev er  put  hi 5 head i n t o t he door  and I  w. s t he onl y one. 

That  J apanes e dance was t he f i r s t  t i me t hat  I  had ever  had a dat e 

wi t h a n i s e i  boy and 1 f ound i t  qu i t e ex c i t i n g . 

M I t  was wh i l e I  was i n h i gh s choo l  t  t  l  d i s c ov er ed t hat  I  

had an a l i en s t at us . I  wad been of  t he o p i n i o n t hat  1 coul d vot e 

a l l  c l one eric i  o f t en node r emar ks t o my s c hoo l  mat es t hat  I  was 

go i ng t o vot e when 1 v/as .31. r J one of  t hem kne\  t  at  I  was n ' t  e l i -

g i b l e . i k n I  Trent  t o a h i s t o r  c l as s one day ana I  was l o r t i f i ed 

t o hear  t he t eac her  say t hat  any per s on :.or i  i n J apan coul d never  

become a c i t i z en o f  t hi s c ount r y . do n ' t  know why but  a sense of  

shame f i l l ed me and t he bl ood r ushed t o ay f ac e . I  f e l t  t hat  

ever y t hi ng was l o s t  and I  v/c.s so t er r i b l y hur t  t hat  1 went  home 

and c r i e; . F o r  a whi l e 1 bl amed my par ent s f o r  not  hav i ng me bor n 

her e because I  t hou- ht  i t  war  t hei r  f-  u l t . I  xel t  a l i t t l e bet t er  

when peopl e s t ar t ed t o t e l l  r ie t h t  i t  was n ' t  es s e i t i a l  f o r  a g i r l  

t o be a c i t i z en as a boy , 

" I  s t i l l  ameonsoi ous of  t he f ac t  t hat  I  do n ' t  have Amer i can 

c i t i z ens h i p and I  do n ' t  t e l l  anyone about  i t . I  f ee l  c ons c i ous and 

l aybe evon ashamed o f  i t  because uy educ at i on and a l l  o f  my c i i a -
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hood was i n t h i s c ount r y . I  a .Id n ' t  t ur n agai ns t  a l l  t h i ngs J aj an-
» 

ese but  m a t  I  l ean i s t hat  I  wa. so hur t  t hat  I  coul d not  be l i k e 

t he r ent  o f  t he r̂ ner i oan c i t i z ens ai d I  f e l t  t hat  r one body was t o 

bl ame. I  do n ' t  know J apan at  a l l  now so t hat  I  s t i l l  f ee l  t hat  

Amer i ca i s ny count r y even i f  I  c an ' t  get  c i t i z ens h i p her e. ?!y 

baby has c i t i z ens h i p and I  am o er t a i n l y f i a d of  t hat . I f  I  over  

get  a c h i nee t o t ak e out  ny paper s , I  wi l l  be t he f i r s t  one I n l i ne 

t o app l y , when t h i s ;ar  f i r s t  s t ar t ed, I  was t e r r i f i ed and I  

changed a l l  o f  ny money ac c ount s t o'r ay br o t her ' s name because I  

hear d t hat  ever y t hi ng woul d be t aken away f r om a l i e n s / 

' ' I t  d i dn ' t  r i ake any d i f f er ent © at  a l l  wi t h k i ds at  sc oo l  as 

t hey t r eat ed ne t he ar me. Hos t  of  t ' n n t ook i t  f o r  gr ant ed t hat  I  

was a c i t i z e n  ̂ I  a l  ays dr eaded hav i ng peopl e ank :v f o r  r r̂  b i r t h 

c er t i f i c a t e because i t  gave ne such an unc omf or t abl e f ee l i n g . Mo-

body has over  d i s c r i mi nat ed agai ns t  ne bec ause oí ny a l i en s t at us , 

hen t he a l i en money was f r o zen f t e r  t he war , my Cauc as i an bos s 

. ave me ev s r y t i ng I n cash so J  wo ul dn' t  have t o r emi t t er  i t . 

P eo p l e have a l  ays been f r i end l y and he l p f u l  t o me so t hat  i t  r ea l l y 

h as n ' t  made as r .uoh d i f f er enc e i s I  t hi n!: i n y mi  i d. 

p A l ' t e r  I  got  i  :t o h i  h s c ho o l , ny f r i ends became no t : y t he 

n i s ei  ¿ i r i s at  t he J apanes e Met hodi s t  chur ch because I  began t o 

seek t heni  out  nor eat  and nor  3. I  met  ot he -  J apanese j l r l s t hr ough 

t he and gr t .dual l y ot  i nt o t he i r  gr o up. 1 *:l so .:;ot  t o now some 

g i r l s i n l uddh st  f ami l i e s . I  d i d n ' t  even f c - ow w ¡at  a Buddhi s t  

was un t i l  I  ent  t o hi .- h sol - o 1. 'xhen I  ve t  t o a Luddh 1st  ¿:er -

v i c e oat  o f  c ar i o s i t y and i t  d i d n ' t  se ¡uch d i f f er en t  f r om 

Ch r i s t i an i t y . 

' I  a l s o j o i ned t he Ao l i an So c i et y but  i  hod an i  a c t i v e par t  
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i n i t . Ther e was al s o -  n Okayama j un i o r  c l ub f o r  t he Bhi i &xgcnxHi  

n i s ei  whose par ent s came f r om t hat  ken ana we wer e ver y ac t i v e , I  

ser ved as t he s ec r et ar y of  t he c r oup onc e. I t  was a s o c i a l  7r oup 

and t hey devot ed most  of  t he i r  t i me t o par t i es and t h i ne« l i k e t hat . 

Gr adual l y I  f o nd t hat  t her  was no t hi ng t o ho l d us t oget her  except  

t  i e f : ct  t hat  our  par ent s cane f r om t he sane ken and I  d d n ' t  t h i nk 

t hat  was so i mpor t ant  so I  f i  l al l y l o s t  a l l  i nt er es t  i n i t . ' e 

net  at  t he Ni ohi r en chur ch s i noe most  or  t he peopl e o f  t hat  en 

bel onged t o t hat  Buddhi s t  r e l i g i o n , i  was a Chr i s t i an so I  was 

not  i n t er es t ed i n a l o t  o f  t hi ngs t hat  t he c l ub d i d . 

s t ar t ed out  i  t  hi  h se oo l  wi t h .4 c o l l e e j r ep ar t o r / cour se 

but  i  l ad t o dr op i t  af t  r  y pt  r ent s pas s ed aw y . I  was n ' t  i nt er -

es t ed i n any p ar t i c u l a r  cour se as 1 was n ' t  p l anni n on a c ar eer , 

i  1a j  or  3d i n s c i enc e and i at h. I  was on t he ..on or  L o o i et y a l l  t he 

wax/ t hr ough h i gh s c ho o l . J ur i n t h i s t i me I  a l s o mai nt ai ned some 

o f  my C uc as i an f r i ends and i  di d no l i mi t  mysel f  exc l us i v e l y t o 

n i s e i  s o c i et y . I  s t i  1 had my 0. u o s i an f r i ends w'»o l i v ed near  r ay 

d i s t r i c t . They got  t o know some o f  my J an. nes f r i ends t hr ough me 

and t hey d i d n ' t  r esent  t hem at  11. 1 t h i nk t hey woul d have been 

qui t e wi l l i n g t o mi x s o c i a l l y wi t h n i s e i  i f  t he n i s ei  t he i sel ves 

l l owed i t . y J apanes e f r i ends wer e ac t ual l y t he ones who wer e 

most  c aut i o us . r adual l y 1 l o s t  a l o t  of  r ay Cauc as i an f r i ends i n 

t h i s way because I  d i d n ' t  have t oo much t i me f o r  t hem ar t er  I  ¿jot  

i nt o so many o f  t he n i s e i  a c t i v i t i e s , 1 s t i l l  kept  up wi t h my 

s t udi es a l l  t he t i me and o >e of  t he bes t  Cauc as i an f r i ends vas a 

br i l l i an t  Gi r l  and 1 had har d t i me k eepi ng up wi t h her  i n o l as s es . 

" I n 13 6̂ 1 gr aduat ed f r om hi gh s c hoo l . 1 >as goi m? t o at t end 

a bus i nes s oo l l ege r i ght  away so I  t hought  t hat  1 wo I d do a l i t t l e 
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domest i c wor k i n o r der  t o euve sor e n no,- . Then r ay d d ot  r av el y 

i l l  17i t h oonoer  ari  l  T . B . so I  hi  - d t o :i ve up my eduo t i o na l  h n s T j  

My o l der  s i s t er  wos wor k i n � nd y t wo o l der  br o t her s wer e al s o 

wo r di ng no thr.it  i t  wes up t  me t o s t ay home and t ake oar e of  d-  d 

s i  i ce mo t he -  had passed away t he y ear  bef o r e . I t  was ver y bo r i n ; 

f o r  me as X was c onf i ned at  home and I  d i dn ' t  see 'i y f r i ends har dl y 

at  a l l . I  j us t  kept  up wi t h r :y chur ch wor k t he mos t . 

"A f t e r  my dad passed away , I  w£ s t he onl y oni  l e f t  at  home 

and i t  was qui t e a shock t o ne as he di ed i n my pr es enc e, and I  

coul dn't , c nt ac t  my ot her  br o t her s and s i s t e r  11 t i me. I  d i d n ' t  

know what  t o do and t he exper i ence was so t er r i f y i ng t  wt  I  h d a 

ner vous br eakdown. I  went  t o Mont ana t o v i s i t  some f r i end of  my 

f at  e r ' s so t hat  I  coul d r es t  up . I  met  s ev er al  J apanese peopl e 

out  t her  and t hey wer  n i c e t o me. The J a; anese i n Mont ana di d 

not  1c ow much J ap; nene so I  go t  al ona f i ne wi t h t he peopl e up t h- r̂ e. 

".Af t er  I  came back homo I  s t ayed home f o r  a w i l e as my 

younger  br ot her  was onl y 12 y ear s o l d and t  er e wa-  nobody t o l ook 

a f t e r  hi t®. J ? i naI l y | Tn t he f a l l  o f  7 I  dec i ded t o so t o s c ho o l . 

The Edi s o n Voc at i onal  - chool  i :as ver y her d f o r  J apan® t o get  

i n t o . ke school  was oper at ed by t he publ i c s 100I  1 y s t en but  i t  

s t r es s ed pl acement  i 't er  Gr aduat i on and di pl om .s wer e not  gi v en 

u n t i l  a per s on had t ua l l y wor ked f o r  s i x mont hs i n t he f i e l d 

t hat  l ie had ,e< n t r a i ned , ¿ho d i r  c t o r s of  t he so oo l  kn w t hat  

Cf  ac as l an com., an i  s woul d r iot  h i r e J apanes e as empl oyeeBK so t hey 

d i s c ur aged me f r om en r o l l i ng , 

" % o l der  >r  ot her  t o l d me t hat  I  shoul d t al k mys el f  i nt o i t  

i f  I  want ed t o get  i n so badl y even t hough j obs f o r  J apanes e we -  e 

al most  i mpos s i bl e t o get . I  f i  .al l y got  ac c ept ed i nt o t he s choo l  
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but  t hey wer e r at her  r el uc t ant  about  i t . Hut  t he t e chor e pr oved 

t o be ver y n i c e t o me and I  never  f e l t  any ac i a l  d i s c r i mi ' a t i  n 

a f t er  t hat . 'r e wer e a l l  t her e t o l ear n somet hi ng and ever yone 

t ended t o h i s own bus i nes s , "̂ e had t o keep up our  s c ho l as t i c 

s t andi ng but  t her e wer e al s o o c c as i o ns when we pa ued f o ' s o o i a l  

a c t i v i t y . a l l  l i xed i n t he t o oo l  danc es and par t i es and I  

never  once f e l t  out  o f  p i  c e. I n f a c t , I  f ound i t  much eas i e r  

t han &t  h i gh s choo l  as t he s t udent s ac c ept  d me on mymer i t s and I  

was onl y one o f  t he t  i r ee J apanese i n t he whol e sc o o l . 

" I  was t ak i ng a b u s i n e s cour se and ray t eacher  t r i ed var y har d 

t o £et  me a j ob wi t h t he Mi t s ubi s h i  Co .J  However , my br ot her  was 

wor k i ng at  wi t h a r i v a l  J apanese i mpor t - expor t  f i r m and he t hought  

t hat  i t  wo u l dn ' t  be wi se f o r  me t o se< k a j ob wi t h Mi t s ubi s h i  be-

cause t r oubl e mi ; Lit  devel op i f  we wer e ent r us t ed wi t h co - pany 

s ec r et s . I t  was dec i ded t hat  1 shoul d t r y t o get  i nt o a non-

oo&pet i ng f i r m ana 1 agr eed t o t hat  becouse I  d i d n ' t  want  t o har m 

ray b r o t her ' s dhanoes o f  f ut ur e advancement . ,"y hd had hel ped t he 

pr es i dent  of  t hat  f i r m and when he di ed a l l  o f  h i s bus i nes s was 

t ur ned over  t o t he Yam a 3 ho Co. and rny t wo o l der  1 r o t he s wer e < i v en 

j obs t her e. T a i j i  had a har d t i me as he d i d n ' t  know t he l anguage 

ver y we l l . f ĥe company h d a l u her  f i r m and T a i j i  t ook char ge o f  

t he br anch i n Taooma, Th i s l umber  v*as a l l  sent  t o J apan. My 

o l des t  br ot her  handl ed a l l  ox t he cabl egr ams f o r  t he company, "y 

o l der  s i s t er  was wor k i n as an o f f i c e g i r l  f o r  t he Nor t h Aner i c an 

'¿ i mes, a l anguage paper . I t  was eas y f o r  her  as J apanese was used 

a l l  t he t i me. 

" h e n dad d i ed he d i d n ' t  l eav e t oo nuoh money f o r  us because 

o f  a l l  t he doc t or  b i l l s i o r  t he pr ev i o us ye; r s . ' e d i v i ded t hat  

was l ef t  i nt o f our  ec- ual  par t s . Dad al s o had sor ie pr oper t y i n 
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J apan ,.ut  hie- ' br o t her  t i er © woul dn* so ad us t he deed. Thi r  unc l e 

had a l ar ge f ami l y wo wo dec i ded t o l o t  ai m ;eep t he pr oper t y s i nc e 

we wer en ' t  ev er  p l ann i ng t o ¡*o t o J apan. o I d n ' t  want  t o send 

t  ie as hes of  our  par ent s t o J apan t o t he f at al l y s hr i ne so we ot  a 

p l o t  J .n t he cemet er y i n ea t t l e . '¿hat  caused a l o t  of  t r o ubl e as 

i t  was agai ns t  t he J apanes e cust om. Dad never  t o l d us t o se id h i s 

as hes over  so we j us t  Icop : hi m h er e . One Good t hi ng about  dad was 

t hat  l ie never  boas t ed about  J apan t o us . 

"¿ f t e r  1 got  out  of  t he Edi s o n Vo c at i o nal  c hoo l , I  v.eat  t o 

see , r . Dunn f o r  a j ob i n h i s c onpany . Li r . J unn had had ¡l i s home 

bu i l t  i n ¿poi cane by a J apanes e c ont r ac t o r  and t hey hau adopt ed a 

n i s e i  boy and s ent  hi m t hr ough s c ho o l , i 'hi s boy went  t o J apan f o r  
When 

a f ew y ear s . I ' r . i>, n n f s par t ner  di ed ho c al l ed Mr . I s h i  b a d : 

f r om J apan and so l d hi m a par t ner s 'dp i n hi ;, company. Mr . I s a i ' s 

c i I dr o n al ways r ef er r ed t o Mr . Dunn as gr andpa, ¿he o l des t  c i i i l d 

i s a l s o bei i i i ;, s ent  t hr ough schoo l  by Mr . Duna. I  had known Mr s . 

Dunn f o r  t hr ee y ear s . X happened t o x n t i c n once t hat  -  d i a n ' t  

know how X ./a:., go i n-  t  {... t  a j o b . ¿go t ol ., her  husband abo t  i t  

and he i m medi at el y o f f er ed me a j ob as a s t enogr a hor - book- xceeppr  

i n h i s seed s t o r e. J j [  was al ways t r eat ed as one of  t he >umi 's 

xai ai l y and I  enj oyed t he ..or l c ver y much, . a s . Dunn s t i l l  sends me 

g i f t s and l o t t o s a l l  t he t i me and she c ons i der s me as her  daught er , 

¿�he even gave a s t ower  f o r  l e i .t  her  home w i on X got  l ar r i ed a f t e r  

t he war . I  wa  ̂ al ways i  v i t ed t o t hei r  homo f o r  t he Ne.. Y e a r ' s 

par t y . I f  X do n ' t  wr i t e t o her  at  l eas t  once a wee c now she got o 

ver y wor r i ed a:i u s ends a t el egr am. 

"The Dunns ear n t he i r  money t he har d way so t hey do n ' t  put  on 

t he a i r  l i l i o t he newl y r i c h , - l ey ar e s t i l l  k eei d t he bus i nes s 
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goi n, al t hough t hey ar e pr et t y o l d . At  t he ev ac uat i o n t i me, I  

s t o r ed a l l  o f  my t hi ngs i n t he i r  ho$e and t hey s ent  me any t hi ng 

t hat  I  needed l a t e r  on. Mr . I s h i  had passed away i n 1939 and Mr . 

Dunn sent  t he wi f e and c h i l dr en t o Wyomi ng j us t  bef o r e t he zone was 

f r o zen so t hat  t he I s h i  f a i l y woul d not  have t o be ev ac uat ed. He 

even want ed t o send me but  I  Had o t her  c i r c ums t anc es whi ch pr e-

vent ed me f r om go i ng. Mr . I s h i  had l e f t  qui t e an es t at e and Mr . 

Dunn sees t o i t  t hat  t he I s h i  c h i l dr en s et s money ever y mont h. He 

want s t o bu i l d up a good sum f or  t hem so t hat  t hey wi l l  not  have a 

har d t i me when t hey gr ow up . 

"A f t er  I  s t ar t ed t o wor k f o r  r r . i>unn i n 1059, I  had many 

mor e c ont ac t s wi t h Cauc as i an peopl e and my J apanes e c ont ac t s wer e 
! 

mor e l i mi t ed . My br o t her s and I  had moved t o ano t her  house a f t e r  

my par ent s passed away because we di d not  f eel  l i k e keepi ng such 

a l ar ge p l ac e up . Then we moved aga i n r i ght  i nt o t he J apanes e 

communi t y t o t he St ar  Apar t ment s whi c h was f i l l e d wi t h young n i s e i  

c oupl es . I t  was t oo bar d f o r  me t o keep up a house a f t er  I  

s t ar t ed wor k i ng. 

"Al t ho I  was l i v i ng r i ght  i n t he J apanes e communi t y bef o r e 

t he war , I  d i d n ' t  have any mor e as s o c i at i o n wi t h J apanese as I  had 

t o spend most  o f  my t i me at  wor k . I  I  met  many Cauc as i an f r i ends 

t hr ough t he Edi s on Voc at i onal  ¿- -c io 1 and I  mai nt ai ned t hes e f r i end-

s hi ps af t er war ds . We al ways met  once a mont  and we woul d o v i s i t  

each o t her ' s home, I  oul d meet  t h e i r  f r i ends and i n t h i s way my 

c i r c l e was expanded i f  I  c ont i nue t o see most l y Cauc as i ans even 

a f t e r  I  was mar r i ed al t  ho not  so much as j us t  bef o r e t he we d i ng . 

f ?I  had s t ar t ed t o go ar ound wi t h Chuck about  t he summer  o f  

1958. I  f i r s t  met  hi m at  a n i s e i  par t y and we s t ar t ed t o go ar ound 
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t oget her  a l t er  t hat . We mi xed our  t wo gr oups t o get her . I  k pt  

most  oi " my Cauc as i an f r i ends apa t  t hough. Up t o t hen I  had gone 

ar ound wi t h J apanese boys o f f  and on as 1 had met  most  o f  t hem 

t hr ough chur ch c o nnec t i o ns . But  I  nev er  went  r ea l  s t eady un t i l  I  

met  Chuc k . £ven t hough I  a s n ' t  a c i t i z en , I  went  t o a l o t  o f  t he 

J ACL c onvent i ons and I  met  out - of - t own n i s e i  peopl e i n t hat  way . 

However , most  o f  my J apanese c i r c l e was l et  t hr o eh chur ch con-

nec t i o ns . I  w; s a pr et t y r egul ar  chur ch-  oer x un t i l  I  got  mar r i ed. 

Chuck 

i s a Bapt i s t  and h i s mot her  want ed me t o go t o t he Bapt i s t  

chur ch but  Chuck was n ' t  a r egul ar  chur ch member  so I  gr adual l y 

dr opped my chur ch a c t i v i t i e s . Hi s o t her  d i dn ' t  appr ove of  me 

go i ng al one to t he Met hodi s t  ohur ch j us t  bec ause she was an ac t i v e 

Bap t i s t . I  s t opped go i ng j us t  t o keep har mony i n t he f ami l y . I  

want  t o go t o chur ch out  her e but  I  do n ' t  know how l y baby wi l l  

behave y e t . I  wi l l  t ai ce chur ch at t endanc e up agai n ev ent ual l y and 

I  t h i nk I  i, i l l  get  t o meet  mor e of  t he Cauc as i ans ar ound i n t h i s 

nei ghbor hood i n t h i s way. 

" I  al ways had a f unny at t i t ude t owar d t he Ca l i f o r n i a J apanes e. 

Chuck t o l d $e o f  t he zoot  s u i t er s a f t er  we cot  t o c anp. I  onl y 

knew a f ew o f  t hem bef oc e t he war  because most  o f  t hem wer e l o c at ed 

i n Ca l i f o r n i a , he bl amed t he Ca l i f o r n i a J apanes e f o r  th< evacua-

t i o n as we t hought  t hat  t he as h i ngt on J apanes e woul d not  have been 

evac uat ed i f  t he Ca l i f o r n i a ones had behaved t hems el v es . We f e l t  

t hat  t he Ca l i f o r n i a J apanese ac t ed t oo much l i k e t he F i l i p i n o s and 

not  enough l i k e t he Cauc as i ans , - «e t hought  t hat  t hey shoul d t ake 

on mor e o f  t he Amer i can ways bec ause t he Ca l i f o r n i a J apanes e di d 

not  mi x enough wi t h t he Cauc as i ans . We r eal l y bel i ev ed t hat  t hey 

wer e qu i t e d i f f e r en t  f r om us . But  when I  got  out  her e, I  f ound 



- 22-

t hat  t he Ca l i f o r n i a J apanes e ar e no d i f f er en t  f r o n us , I  cer t ai nl y-

had a t e r r i b l e v i ewpo i nt  o f  t he Ca l i f o r n i a J apanese bef o r e t he war  

t hough, 

nev er  car ed r nueh f o r  t he F i l i p i n o s e i t h er . I  s ho u l dn ' t  

have r ac i a l  d i s c r i mi nat i o n , but  i n Seat t l e most  of  t hr  F i l i p i n o s 

wer e t he canner y wor ker s and t hey wer e pr et t y wi l d , ./e wer e al -

ways war ned t o wat ch out  f o r  t hen b cause t hey wer e sex f i en ds , 

I  w s al ways a l i t t l e a f r a i d o f  t he F i l i p i n o s and I  d i dn ' t  car e 

f o r  t hem so I  d i d n ' t  t r y t o under s t and what  t hey wer e r ea l l y l i k e . 

7 mot her  was al ways - ar t i c ul ar  t hat  I  meet  onl y t he r i ght  peopl e 

pr o per l y . *'or  a l ong t i me f e l t  t  t at  I  was bet t er  t han t he ot her  

J apanes e, par t i c u l ar l y t he Buddh i s t . Mow, I  have met  some ni c e 

Buddhi s t s out  her e so I  do n ' t  f ee l  t hat  way an y mo r e J  I  suppose I  

was r es er v ed among t he J apanes e f o r  a l ong t i me because I  d i dn ' t  

know how t hey woul d accept  me. I  f ound out  t 'i at  i t  was t he i r  na-

t ur e t o be r es er ved t oo , and i t  d i d not  pay t o be t oo f r ank wi t h 

t hem or  el s e t hey i ôul d t h i nk wr ong o f  y o u. 

£ " I  d i dn ' t  have any d e f i n i t e t t i t udes t owar d t he Negr oes al t ho 

I  never  made any at t empt s t o chum ar  und wi t h t hem. I n Seat t l e i t  

seemed t hat  t hey er e a gr oup apar t  and t hey l ed t hei r  own l i v es . 

I  s t i l l  f ee l  t hat  t he av er age Negr o i s bel ow an aver a e J apanes e, 

but  maybe t hat  i s r ac i a l  p r e&j ud i c e . I n Seat t l e I  never  cot  t o 

meet  any of  t he bet t er  t ype Negr oes bec ause t her e never  was any 

j  
o c c as i on t o meet  t hem on s o c i a l  gr ounds 

»One of  t he t h I n s t hat  r ea l l y hur t  me was t hat  I  c o u l dn ' t  

become a memb r  o f  t he J , C I  bec ause o f  my l ac k of  c i t i z en s h i p . 

Maybe I  d i d n ' t  l o s e any t hi ng bec ause I  know t hat  I  got  di s gus t ed 

wi t h t  i ei r  meet i ngs because t hey al ways t a l k ed i n c i r c l es . I  j us t  
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went  t her e t o meet  t  e o t her  J apanes e. The gat her i n ;s wer e ?ood 

s o c i a l  a f f a i r s a id I  made some new f r i ends t hat  way . I  d i dn ' t  have 

any i n t er es t  i n p o l i t i c s at  a l l . These t h i n / s di d i nt er er  t  me 

un t i l  I  r ea l i z ed t hat  I  coul d nev er  vot e and t hen i t  was n ' t  much 

us e. 

" I n t he f ew mont hs bef o r e t he war , Chuck an. I  wer e p l anni ng 

t o get  mar r i ed. We had t o pos t  one i t  i n J une, 1°41 because we 

had d i f f i c u l t y wi t h h i s f o l k s and my o l der  b o t her . My o l der  

br ot her  want ed t he we d d n g t o be s t r i c t l y i n t he J apanes e way and 

he t hought  t hat  our  f ami l y was t oo good f o r  Chuc k ' s f ami l y . On 

t he o t her  hand Chuc k 's f o l k s obj ec t ed t o me as h i s mot her  f i gur ed 

t hat  her  son shoul d mar r y her  son who knew mor e o f  t he J apanese 

c u l t ur e. Hi s mot her  s ai d t hat  my nose w«,s al ways up i n t he a i r  

and t hat  I  t hought  I  was t oo good f o r  t he o t her  J apanes e j us t  be-

cause I  wor ked i n a hak u j i n p l ac e . She i  o u l dn ' t  speak t o me be-

cause I  d i dn ' t  know J apanes e ver y we l l . *»© j us t  d i d n ' t  get  al ong 

because she had a l o t  o f  t he nar r ow i deas o f  t he J apanes e cus t oms . 

the  s ai d t hat  I  was wi l d j us t  because I  went  ar ound wi t h some 

Cauc as I an f r i ends . 

"1- Ty o l der  br o t her  was al most  as bad. F owever , he d i dn ' t  ob-

j ec t  t o Chuck per s o nal l y . He was wor r i ed bec ause Chuck had t wo 

bl i nd br o t her s and he t hought  t hat  Chuc k 's p l ac e was t o l ook a f t e r  

h i s f ami l y f o r  a wh i l e l o nger . Then my o l der  br o t her  d i dn ' t  know 

whet her  b l i ndnes s was her edi t ar y i n t hat  f ami l y and he want ed t o 

i nv es t i gat e Chuc k ' s f ami l y l i ne t hor oughl y i n o r der  t o f i nd out  

what  was wr ong wi t h t he f ami l y l i n e . Nat ur al l y t h i s ade Chuc k 's 

mot her  bo i l i ng mad. 

"Chuck and I  c o u l dn ' t  s t and t h i s any l onger  bec aus e we wer e 
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det er mi ned t o j et  mar r i  d r egar dl es s of  what  t hey s a i d . Chuc k*s 

mot her  t hen s ai d t hat  our  f ami l y l i ne was not so r ood e i t her  be-

cause we had T . B . and can cor  i n t he i 'a ?i l y an t hat  none o f  my 

s i s t er s had any c hi l d en so somet hi ng must  be ;;r ong wi t h us . Chuck 

and I  j us t  put  our  f oot  down on t he whol e t hi ng and bot h s i des 

f i n a l l y r ea l i z ed t hat  i t  was no us e oppos i ng us so t hey f r udg i ng l y 

gave i n . I  t h i nk t hat  my br o t her  gave i n ver y gr ac eu l l y and he was 

wor r i ed about  b l i ndnes s bec aus e "e t hought  my c hi l dr en woul d have 

i t . The f ami l i es d i d not  gi ve i n u n t i l  a f t e r  t he war  br oke out  

t hough. I  never  d i d r et  al ong wi t h Chuc k 's f a l i l y . 7e wer e mar -

r i ed oi l  J an . 4, 1042 and we went  over  t o l i v e at  Chuc k 's hous e. I  

d i d n ' t  have any r e l a t i v es t o s t and up f o r  my s i de of  t he f a ; i l y at  

t he weddi ng except  my br o t her  and h i s mot her  t hought  t hat  I  woul d 

not  make a good wi f e bec ause I  d i dn ' t  know enou jh. about  t he J apan-

ese t h i n gs . Chuc k 's whol e f ami l y i s now r el oc at ed t o 0 l aha and I  

can t h i nk o f  t hem mor e k i nd l y when t her e i s d i s t anc e bet ween us . 

i  know t hat  i t  woul d be i mpos s i bl e t o over come t hi s f r i c t i o n i f  we 

ever  had t o l i v e wi t h t hem. 

"i f̂ t er  I  got  mar r i ed j l  was p l a mi n t o wor k f o r  2 or  3 y ear s 

yet  as we want ed t o save up a l o t  of  money so t hat  w coul d have a 

bi r ; f und t o s t  r t  our  s et t l ed mar r i ed l i f e wi t h . Chuck was maki ng 

a r ood s al ar y as he was t he onl y J apanese i n t he A . F , o f  L . mech-

a n i c ' s un i o n . We f i gur ed t hat  we i f  bot h wor ked f o r  2 or  4 y ea r s , 

we c oul d save qui t e a bi t  o f  money. But  a f t e r  we went  t o camp, we 

t hought  t hat  we woul d never  be abl e t o get  out . Hot  knowi n : ho?/ 

l ong t hi s war  woul d l a s t , we dec i ded t hat  i t  was n ' t  such a mi s t ake 

t o have a c h i l d wh i l e we v êre s t i l l  y oung. 

"Chuck ai d I  had. al ways pl anned t o l i v e i n Seat t l e per manent l y 



- 26-

as we had l i v ed t her e p a c t i c a l l r  a l l  our  l i v es . Chuck f i gur ed 

t hat  he had a good l as t i ng j ob and he woul d never  be f i r ed f r om 

i t . vi© d i dn ' t  even dr eam o f  such a t h i ng as ev ac uat i o n . I  do n ' t  

t h i nk t h.vt  I  even knew t he neani  ig o f  t he vo r d. We had t al ked o f  

buy i ng a home i n t he subur bs o f  Seat t l e wher e we coul d s et t l e down 

per manent l y . That  was one of  t he mai n r eas ons why I  had pl anned 

t o k eep on wor k i ng f o r  a c oupl e of  y ear s a f t er  mar r i age. e had 

pl anned on buy i ng a home j us t  s out h o f  ea t t i e . - one of  r ay haku-

j i n f r i en s had homes near  t he Sound and we t hought  woul d l i k e 

t o be out  t i e r e . The J apanese wer e abl e t o buy pr oper t y i n . eat t l e 

i f  t hey wer e c i t i z en s . e never  t hought  o f  any po s s i b l e di s c r i mi -

nat i o n i n l ook i ng f o r  a p l ac e t o bui l d a home. - e d i d n ' t  have 

v er y many c l ose J apc ne e f r i ends so t hat  i t  woul d not  have been 

l ar d t o l i v e aps r t a f r om t he J apanese communi t y. ."e . t i l l  p l anned 

t o have bot h our  J apanese an Cauc as i an f r i ends , but  I  i magi ne t hat  

I  woul d have seen mor e o f  ¿ bet ' s f r i ends a f t e r  mar r i age i f  we had 

r emai ned t her e. One o f  our  mai n r eas ons f o r  dec i d i ng not  t o l i v e 

r i ; ht  i n t he J apanes e communi t y was t hat  t her e was t oo much go s s i p 

go i ng on and I  d i dn ' t  f eel  compl et el y at  eas e among t he i s e i . 

"' 'hen t he war  br oke out  on Dec . 7, t hou, ht  o f  ev ac uat i on or  

any t h i n ; l i k e t hat  wer e t he f ur t hes t  f r om our  mi nd. Chuck and I  

s t i l l  had our  p l ans f o r  buy i ng a home u n t i l  evac uat i on v as def i -

n i t e l y announc ed. Then we r eal l y got  ex c i t ed , f on Dec . 7 I  was 

c l eani ng house when t he ¿"ear l  Har bor  xat t ac k was announc ed. I  

ne er  was so s t unned i n a l l  my l i f e . I  d i dn ' t  know i f  i t  was t he 

t r ut h or  no t . The f i r s t  t h i ng t hat  f l as hed t hr ough my mi nd was a 

f ear  t hat  somet hi ng woul d happen t o me because i  d i d n ' t  have 

Amer i can c i t i z ens h i p . I  t ook i t  pr et t y har d and 1 as ner vous l y 
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ex o i t ed . x x t  r y br o t her  had been out  p l ay i ng go l f  wi t h some hat cuj i n 

bus i nes s f r i en d . He had t o l eav e t he go l f  cour se r i {:ht  away t o o 

t o t he o f f i c e and bur n up a l o t  o f  paper s bef o r e t he 7B I  a r r i v ed , 

i  d o n ' t  mow what  k i nd of  paper s he had t o bur n up but  h i s company 

had i ns t r uc t ed t he bos s es over  her e t o bur n c er t a i n ac c ount s up . 

y br o t her  d i d n ' t  have any t hou ht  o f  do i n  ̂ any t h i nc aga i ns t  t h i s 

c ount r y as he was onl y do i n j  h i s wo r k . E v i dent l y t he I I  d i d n ' t  

t h i nk t hat  he  d i d any t h i ng wr ong e i t her  bec aus e he was n ' t  ev r 

i n t er ned . 

'That  af t er no o n I  had a dat e wi t h Chuck so we went  t o a r es -

t aur ant  on Br oadway S t . I  f e l t  t hat  t he peo p l e wer e l ook i ng: at  

m f o r  t he f i r s t  t i me i n my l i f e and I  was s c ar ed. Not  hang hap-

pened t o me t hat  day exc ept  t hat  I  was numb. I  c o u l dn ' t  f u l l y 

r ea l i z e t  ¡at  i t  was a l l  abo u t . I  suppose ever yone i n t h i s c ount r y 

was exc i t ed t oo bec aus e t he P ea r l  Har bo r  at t ac k .as so unexpec t ed, 

I  d i d n ' t  know any t h i ng about  p o l i t i c s so t he t hought  o f  war  had 

not  ent er ed my mi nd. Hi nd was c i e f l y oc c upi ed i t *- HE* how we 

coul u br eak down Chuc k ' s mot her  so she woul d r i v e her  appr o v al  f o r  

our  we d i n g . 

"The mor ni og f o l l o wi n g P ea r l  Har bo r  I  »as t oo f r i gh t ened t o 

t ak e a bus t o go t o wo r k . I  t hought  t hat  some v i o l enc e mi ght  

o c c ur . I  was deepl y c ons c i ous o f  my a l i en s t a t us , but  I  f i n a l l y 

dec i ded t o t ake t he bus an go t o wor k as u s u a l . I  was g r eat l y 

s ur p r i s ed bec aus e t he peopl e d i d n ' t  pay any a t t en t i o n t o me on t he 

bus and no t h i ng happened at  a l l . I n f ac t , I  knew a l o t  o f  peopl e 

on t he bus bec aus e t hey l i v ed i n t he nei ghbor hood and t hey nodded 

as u s u a l . I t  was j us t  t he same as any o t her  day . 

"T he t hi ng t hat  s car ed me most  was t hat  s ev er al  peo l e i n our  
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epar t ment  wer e t aken "by th< F B I . 7"y br ot her  had t o go t o t he of  f i e-

t o open t he s af e f o r  t he F eder al  i nv es t i gat o r s . The company o f f i -

c i a l s had t o exp l a i n t he i ĥol e bus i nes s and br i m-  out  a l l  o f  t he 

paper s . I t  was t hr ough t he F BI  agent s t hat  iby br o t her  got  h i s 

pr esent  j ob. A f t e r  ay br o t her  was a l l  c l ear ed, t he F BI  agent s t o l d 

hi m t hat  t he I n t er p r et er  at  t he I mmi gr at i on s t at i o n had been i n-

t er ned and t he j ob was open. J "y br ot her  d i dn ' t  want  t o t ake t he 

j ob at  f i r s t  as he d i dn ' t  want  t o be put  i nt o a f unny po s i t i o n 

wi t h h i s J apanese f r i ends but  h i s dr a f t  number  came up so he t ook 

t he i mmi gr at i on j ob on J an. 20 and he l e f t  Sea t t l e . The 1 I  agent  

even gav e hi m t he bes t  r ecommendat i ons . 

" I n t he meant i me a l o t  o f  r es t r i c t i o ns wer e bei ng put  on t he 

a l i en s . I  d i dn ' t  know what  was go i ng t o happen t o me and I  ot  

a f r a i d when t he t a l k s t ar t ed about  a l i en bei ng i n t er ned. That  was 

ano t her  r eason v:hy my mot her - i n- l aw obj ec t ed t o me a; she s a i d t hat  

t her e mi ght  cone a t i me when I  woul d be sent  t o J apan and be f or -

ever  par t ed f r om CT uek . I  had t o x> down and r eg i s t er  al ong wi t h 

t he ot her  a l i ens and I  f e l t  so d i f f e r en t  f r om t hem. 

"Chuck suddenl y dec i ded t o go t hr o¿gh wi t h our  ma r i age i mme-

d i a t e l y . rl lhe exc i t ement  o f  t he war  made i t  a mi nor  t h i ng f o r  h i s 

mot her  so she gave her  c ons ent . .' e want ed t o get  mar r i ed whi l e 

a l l  of  t he f ami l y was ar ound. We had a ver y i nf o r mal  mar r i age 

cer emony on J an . 4,. I  want ed t o have a weddi ng gown and a 

l ar ge r ec ept i o n , but  I  d i d not  t h i nk i t  woul d be a wi s e t hi ng t o 

do t h i s dur i ng a war . Me l e f t  a l l  o f  t he ar r angement s up t o h i s 

mot her  and we wer e mar r i ed i n a J apanes e Bapt i s t  chur c . e coul d 

not  on a honeymoon as my t r av e l  âs r e t r i o t ed . So we j us t  

t ook a week o f f  f r om our  wor k and s t ayed i n our  apar t  en t . 
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"R i ght  a f t e r  t hat , one o f  dad ' s o l d f r i end who wor ked f o r  t he 

Do l l a r  l i ne s ai d t hat  we c oul d go up t o l i s c o t t age up i n Edmonds* 

f o r  our  honeymoon. I t  was at  t h i s t i me t hat  I  f ound t he t r ue val ue 

o f  my Cauc as i an f r i ends and not  one l et  me down. They a l l  c al l ed 

and t hey er e v er y concer ned about  our  we l f a r e . 

"The t h i ne t hat  bot her ed me t he most  was t he F BI  r oun - ups and 

1 had a f ear  t hat  my br o t her  woul d be t ak en bec aus e of  h i s connect -

i ons wi t h t he k a i s h a . I  was not  r e l i ev ed u n t i l  he f i n a l l y t ook t he 

j ob wi t h t he I mmi gr at i on Ser v i c e and t hen I  knew t hat  he woul d be 

s a f e . A l o t  of  t he o f f i c i a l s i n h i s company wer e i nt er ned. Hi s 

boss* wi f e was a n i s e i  and i t  was pr et t y har d f or  her . The boss 

l ad come over  f r om J apan as a youn : man arid he was p et t y l i ber a l  

i n h i s t h i nk i ng. He go i nt er ned because of  t he company c ont ac t s 

wi t h t he mai n Oxf i c e i n J apan. hen he war . i n t er ned, h i s wi f e f e l t  

t hat  t hey wer e go i ng t o k i l l  her  husband and she got  i n a ver y bad 

s t at e o f  mi nd, - he bel i ev ed a l l  o f  t he r umor s t hat  she hear d. I t  

was t oo much f o r  her  t hat  she f i n a l l y went  out  o f  her  l i nd f r om 

a l l  o f  her  wo r r i es and t hey had t o put  her  i n a ment al  i n s t i t u t i o n . 

A f t e r  a week she commi t t ed s u i c i de and t h i s h i t  me qui t e c l o s el y as 

I  had known t he g i r l  v er y we l l , ¿hen we hear d r umor s about  o t her  

peopl e t r y i ng t o co sui t  s u i c i de and we wer e qui t e depr es s ed. 

had no gu i l t y c ons c i enc e about  any t h i ng as I  di d not  know 

a t h i ng about  J ap* nese h i s t o r y . But  I  was r es i gned t  i at  I  woul d be 

t ak en event ual l y because o f  my a l i en s t at us T ] Chucc kept  t e l l i n g me 

not  t o wor r y as I  l ed a l o t  of  Cauc as i an f r i ends who woul d g i v e me 

good r e f er enc es . I t  was t he f i r s t  t i me t hat  a l o t  of  my Cauc as i an 

f r i ends f ound out  t hat  I  was n ' t  a c i t i z en . When I  t o l d t hen, t hey 

wer e so s ur pr i s ed but  t hey a l l  s ai d f o r  no not  t o wor r y as t hey 
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woul d st and by r ae a l way s . ffy s i s t er  had mar r i ed an i s s ei  and she 

t o l d her  husband t hat  i f  he ./er e ever  t a :en she woul d c'o al ong 

wi t h hi m any pl t «ce and even gi v e up her  c i t i z en s h i p . I  c o u l dn ' t  

as k Chuck t o do any t h i ng l i k e t hat  as I  knew how much he val ued 

h i s Amer i can ci  t i z ens n i p . f o r t unat el y he never  had t o dec i de on 

such a t h i ng l i k e t h a t . 

" I  kept  r i ght  on wor k i ng at  my j ob and Mr . Dunn as s ur ed me 

t hat  not hi ng woul d ev er  happen t o me. I  want ed t o qui t  wor k as my 

' i n d was a l l  i n a whi r l  f r om t he exc i t ement  but  he per suaded me t o 

s t ay on. I  wor ked i n t he seed company u n t i l  I  was n ' t  al l owed t o go 

i nt o t hat  ar ea any mor e. ,/':r . ûnn t hen o f f er ed t o f i nanc e Chuck 

a i d I  i f  we want ed t o v o l unt ar y ev ac uat e. I  had some ol d f ami l y 

f r i ends i n Denv er  and t hey hod asked me t o come, ho wev e. , Chuck ' s 

f ami l y ant ed to s t i c k wi t h t he r es t  of  t  i ei r  f r i ends so I  dec i ded 

t o r emai n wi t h h i m. j  F y br o t her s dec i ded t o r emai n v/i t h me a l s o , 

except  f o r  my o l des t  br ot her  who was wor k i ng i n Mont ana. He f l ew 

back f r om : "i s sou l a when he hear d o f  t he ev ac uat i on and he was 

amazed t hat  we had not  v o l unt ar i l y evac uat ed and t h: t  we wer e not  

even pac ced up y et . He c o u l dn ' t  change our  mi nds so he went  back 

t o h i s j o b . 

"I7e hear d a l o t  o f  r umor s t hat  t he J apanes e vol unt ar .,' evacuees 

wer e not  .ant ed by t he o t her  s t at es ana we d i d not  know how we 

woul d be t r eat ed i f  we went  so we dec i ded t o s t ay v/i t h t he ¿ r oup t o 

see what  woul d happen. l ong as I  have l i v ed i n Sea t t l e , I  have 

never  come ac r os s any unpl eas ant  exper i enc es i n shoppi ng o r  any-

thi n,-  l i k e t hat  a f t e r  t he war  had s t ar t  d. 

"t  f i r s t  we t hought  t hat  onl y t he i s s e i  who came t o t  .e 

Uni t ed St at es bef o r e 1 2̂4 woul d be ev ac uat ed. I t  was qui t e a shock 
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t o r ae when i t  was announced t hat  ev er / o ne was go i ng t o be moved, 

I  d i dn ' t  t h i nk t hat  i t  was f a i r  t o r ov e a l l  o f  t he n i s e i  out  and 

l es v e t he Ger man and I t a l i a n a l i en s , "l i e n i s e i  had t o have cur f ews 

and ev er y t h i ng i mposed upon t hem and t he;/ had not  done any t hi ng» 

They nev er  d i d evac uat e t he ê r i a i s and I t a l i an s l i k e t hey s ai d 

t hey woul d. Ther i i sei  went  a l o n  ̂ p eac e! . l l y as t hey f  I t  t h st  t he 

*er  l ans and I t a l i an s woul d j o r i gh t  a f t e r  t hem. The d i d n ' t  r eal -

i z e t hen t h t  i t  v. s such a r ac i a l  d i s c r i mi nat i o n . 

" I  t hought  t hat  i t  was so u n f a i r  t o t  ke e away f r o $ my 

1. i a&ds and home. I  f e l t  t hat  t he J B I  c oul d have p i e :e i  out  t he 

d i s l o y a l  wi t hout  movi ng a l l  of  us f i r s t , v̂ er y t  i i n& �vas hap eni ng 

so qu i c k l y t hat  we d i d n ' t  have t i me t o c o l l ec t  our  wi t s » I t  was 

at  t  vi s t i me t hat  I  r ea l l y made a f i r m s t and on j us t  whi ch s i de of  

t he f enc e I  s t o o d* . 

p i  was a l l  agai ns t  mi l i t a r i s t i c J apan but  I  f e l t  so f unny 

bec ause I  was s t andi ng up t or  a count r y wher e I  l i d not  have any 

c i t i z en s h i p . But  I  knew I  woul d nev er  be happy i f  I  ev er  wer e 

sent  b ck t o J apan. I  haver  had any i n t ent i o ns of  j o i ng t her e t o 

l i v e as I  knew t hat  t he peopl e o f  J apan di d not  car e f o r  us , I  

have l ear d of  n i s e i  go i ng over  t her e and bei n& f o l l owed t. r ound by 

t he J apanese po l i c e . I  d i d n ' t  under s t and any o f  t he J apanese 

cust oms because I  never  di d t  i  i k t hat  i t  was nec es s ar y f o r  me. 

I  woul d have been a bi g mi s f i t  i n J a p a n , T y mot her - i n- l aw has 

al ways d i s l i k ed l e because I  do n ' t  !:now enough about  J apanes e cus-

t oms, l i k e when my c h i l d was bor n. I  d i d n ' t  want  t o gi ve her  a 

J ape l ese name but  ue had t o :us t  t o s at  i s f y Qhuc k ' s l ot her . i. andr a 

wi l l  never  use i t  t hough bec aus e we j us t  c a l l  her  by her  ng l i s h 

name. 



I Â n y way I  c er t a i n l y ac f r i gh t ened f o r  a l ong whi l e bec ause I  

t hought  t hat  I  woul d be sent  bac k t o J apan any t i ne and t hen t he 

Atof f i ci al s woul d h ear  t hat  I  have s t ood up f o r  ¿ met i oa and 

t hen I  c e r t a i n l y woul d have had a har d t i n e , 1 knew t hat  i f  i t  

ev er  cane t o a showdown, I  woul d choose Amer i c a, I  d i dn ' t  know any 

o f  my r e l a t i v es ov er  i n J apan as 1 had nev er  c o r r es ponded i t h 

t hem. The onl y l i f e I  knew was i n Sea t t l e . I  des per at e l y l oped 

t hat  X woul d be f i n a l l y g i v en a chance t o be a c i t i z e n , but  t he 

announcement  o f  t he ev ac uat i o n made i t  l o o ; qu i t e bad . 

" I n s p i t e o f  t h a t , I  knew t hat  I  woul d s t i c ; t o t h i s count r y 

r egar d l es s o f  any t h i n t hey ev er  di d t o xe, I  c o u l dn ' t  g i v e u. 

t h i s way of  l i f e t hat  I  knew so ea s i l y and I  r ea l l y had no c ho i c e* 

I  f e l t  someho ; t hat  t h i ngs woul d t ur n out  wel l  i n t ho end as a l l  

o f  my Cauc as i an f r i ends had s t uc k by me. I  t hought  t h t  t her e 

mi ght  be mi l l i o n s o f  o t her  Amer i c ans ho f e l t  j us t  as t o l er ant  but  

t hey wer e wa i t i n g f o r  t he r i gh t  t i me t o s peak up . j  

was caught  i n a spot  but  I  det er mi ned t o t ak e ay c hanc es . 

I  was t he onl y a l i en i n my f ami l y as my br o t her s and s i s t er  wer e 

c i t i z e n s . I n a w a y , I  was gl ad t hat  my par ent s had pas s ed away as 

t hey woul d not  have been abl e t o go t hr ough a l l  o f  t he har ds h i ps 
have 

o f  ev ac uat i o n . f l y dad mi ght / ev en been i nt er ned bec ause o f  a l l  o f  

h i s dea l i ngs wi t h J apan and t hat  woul d have made me even mor e o f  

a ner vous wr ec k . 

"Chuc k and X wor ked i n o ur  j obs a l  l ost  up t o t h v t l  l e o f  eva-

c uat i o n . 7e l e f t  a l l  o f  our  pac k i ng u n t i l  t he ver y l as t  week . I  

saw my s i s t e r  oxf  f i r s t  and ray t wo br o t her s we i t  week l a t e r  wi t h 

a no t r i er  gr oup as Chuck and X wer e soh dul ed t o l eav e i n t he ver y 

l as t  r o up , l i f t er  t hat , whenev er  I  went  downt own t o s ho p , I  d i d n ' t  
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868 any J apanese at  a l l  and i t  f e l t  so s t r ange t o be about  t he onl y 

ones l e f t , "y Cauc as i an f r i ends came t o see us ever y ni , ht  as t he 

t he t i me f o r  depar t ur e dr ew near . I t  was so har d t o t h i nk of  

l eav i ng t hem beh i nd. VIQ kept  our  mi nds o f f  o f  t h i ngs by do i ng our  

pac k i ng i n one l as t  r ash week and t ak i ng t hen over  t o ny empl oyer *s 

hous e. e wer e /er y d i s i l l u s i o n ed about  ev er y t h i ng but  Shuck di d 

not  wor r y t oo much ar ound te go t hat  kept  le c a l i e r . X f e l t  so 

sad bec aus e I  d i d n ' t  know i f  I  woul d ever  see eat t l e aga i n o r  no t . 

" I  d i d n ' t  l i k e t he i dea of  o i ng t o a camp at  a l l  as e had 

bee L l i v i n ; pr et t y c omf or t abl y up t o t hen . J us t  bef o r e :;E wer e 

ev ac uat ed, we went  t o a ni c e snow anu at e i n a BI O down t o:, an r  J S-

t aur ant  a id we put  on our  best  c l o t hes as v/e t hought  i t  woul d be 

t he l as t  t i me we v u l d evor  s et  t o do t h i s f o r  t h dur at i o n. e 

had been et t i ng l et t er s f r om camp about  t he muddy gr ounds and 

t he s t abl e t he peopl e had t o l i v e i n . Th i s d i dn ' t  make us any 

oh e r f u l . Our  f r i ends t o l d us t hat  :.t  was so awf ul  i n P uy al l up 

and peopl e had abs o l ut el y no pr i v ac y at  a l l . '¿he t h i n t hat  made 

i e f ee 1 so t er r i b l e was when y s i s t er  wr ot e and s a i d t hat  t her e 

was no p ar t i t i o n i n t he c ount r y t o i l e t s . I  c o u l dn ' t  i magi ne t he 

gover nment  do i n. ; any t hi ng l i k e t hi  t  and I  d i dn ' t  t h i nk I  woul d be 

abl e t o s t and t hat . 

"Chudc and I  spent  a l o t  o f  money on r ough c l o t hes so t hat  we 

woul d be pr epar ed f o r  t he out door  l i f e , «e bou - ht  a l o t  of  c o t t on 

c l o t hes t hat  r>re eas i l y was habl e an,. I  al s o bought  bo o t s , s l ac k s , 

heavy under wej  r  and c l o t hes and ever y t h i n t hat  woul d p r  par e us 

f o r  a camp l i f e . ' e bought  l uggage t o put  a l l  of  t h i s i n . 

"Chuck and I  l e f t  a l l  o f  our  ni c e c l o t hes be >ind as we f e l t  

t hat  we woul d not  i ase thorn un t i l  we came bac k . I  houhi t  t i t  we 
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woul d have t o s t ay i n ca p u n t i l  t he war  ended, Th; t  r e l l y di d 

depr es s u s ana i t  � ia... changed a l l  our  p l ans f o r  l i f e a f t e r  mar -

r i age . ¿ h a t ' s why we dec i ded t o l i v e f r om day t o day and not  pl an 

f o r  t he f ut ur e a t  a l l  be cause i t  as so unc er t a i n . 

! hen we l e f t  eat  t i e on t he bus f o r  r uyal l u. ,̂ I  f e l t  bl ue a i d 

l onesome and so sad t o l eav e t he onl y c i t y I  s ev er  knew. I  di - i n't  

ever  want  t o l eav e a l l  o f  t hose f i mi l i a r  l andmar ks ana i t  seemed 

t hat  t h i s woul d be t he l as t  t i me we woul d ev er  see our  homet own f o r  

y ear s . I  r ea l l y was l ow t hat  day . Oh, when I  s. w t hat  ca ip wi t h 

t he bar bed wi r e ar ound i t  a<a, 11 t hose J apanes e peopl e s t andi ng 

ar ound, I  want ed t o t ur n r i ght  ar ound an«.: o bac , home bec ause I  

d i dn ' t  ev er  t h i nk I  coul d ever  l i v e i t h t hem, - ho e . P. ' I  t and-

i ng at  t he gat e l ooked so i mpos i ng, and dr eadf u l . I t  was j us t  l i k e 

go i ng t hr ough t he at es t o a p r i s o n . The J apanese peopl e behi nd x 

t he f enc es waved at  us as ouv bus pul l ed i n . e l ooked at  t he i  wi t l  

bewi l der ed f ac es . I  d i dn ' t  want  t o get  out  of  t he bus and ent er  

t hat  awf ul  p l ac e. I t  seemed t hat  t h i s was t he end o f  ev er y t h i ng 

and I  r ea l l y as numbed and a l l  conf used j us t  i k e when t he , ar  

f i r s t  s t ar t ed. 

"A f t e r  we got  I  t t o camp, we had t o r egi  t er  and be as s i gned 

r ooms, v/e wer e so di sgu t ed when we saw our  apar t ment  f o r  t he 

f i r s t  t i me. I t  was l o c at e un er  t he gr ands t and t her e was abso-

l u t e l y no l i gh t  i n i t . I t  swel l ed da p and l ust y and I  d i dn ' t  l i k e 

i t  at  a l l . e wer e j us t  gi v en smal l  ker osene heat er s , f̂ t e r  3 

days G uc k p t  h i s p l eur i s y back so we r e<nes t ed a ohar i  e i nt o 

mor e heal t hy quar t er s . I t  t  ok anot ner  2 v.ee s bef o r e we got  our  

c hange. i hen v/e '¡ad t o s har e a r oom wi t h a s t r ange i ; sei  c oupl e 

t hat  we d i d n ' t  even know. e t hou/ht  t hat  we c oul d put  up wi t h 



i t  Tor  t he cake o f  t he l i gh t  ana a i r . 

* "A l l  o f  t he bar r ac k s wer e ver y cr ude ai d t he r ai n us ed t o oo e 

i n t hr ough t he c r ac k s on t he a i de. Th r̂ e w r o al s o #r  cks o i  t he 

f l o o r  and t he gr  es used t o gr ow r i ght  up i  t o our  r oom» The : l i s 

ha0 so many knot  ho l es t hat  you c oul d see r i  j ht  i nt o t h next  

apar t  iq i t . The p a r t i t i o n s wer e o i l y about  G f eet  hi gh so you coul d 

Of  r  ever yone i n t he bar r ac k s when t hey t a l k ed . Conve i i eno s i n 

t  ie se - bly c ent er s wer  , e r ; bad as we d i dn ' t  hv e hot  «i t er  f o r  

shewer s dur i ng t he f i r s t  S weeks we - .er e t her e, The wor ker s wer e 

t he onl y ones per mi t t ed t o ;o t o ano t her  s ec t i o n of  t he camp t o 

t  ce s hower s . I t  was out - of - bounds f or  us t o o out  o f  our  sec t -

i o n . The onl y ay t hat  we coul d t ake a bat h war  t o >o 1 hot  wat er  

on t he e l ec t r i c p l at e and sponge ou: s ei v o s i n t he t ub? we br ought . 

e c o u l dn ' t  us e t he e l ec t r i c pl at e t oo o f t en bec ause t he f us es 

woul d bl o / o ut . 

" I n our  s ec t i on t her e wer e near l y 2000 peopl e and /;e a l l  had 

t o at  i n one mai n di n i ng h a l l . ¿v< r yone at e at  t he same t i me and 

sonet i mes e woul d have t o wai t  f o r  45 mi nut es i n t he dr i . z l e be-

f o r e t he l i i e woul d r eac h t he mess h a l l , '¿'hi c was t o. har d f o r  

t he ol i  f o l k s and youn : c h i l dr en so t hey dec i ded t o eat  i n s h i f t s . 

vei l  t hen i t  war  us ual l y qui t e a wai t  and o f t en our  meal s w r e not  

hot  by t he t i me we ;ot  i n s i de . 

"The f ood was ver y bad as i t  was e l l  canned Vi enna s aus ages 

and pot at oe; f o r  t he f i r s t  mont h. I t  was n ' t  what  we had ever  V en 

used t o bef o r e and I  f oun 1 i t  most  unappet i z i ng . I  was r ea l l y di s -

gus t ed wi t h t he way t hey f ee us t hes e sl ops, I  soon becane i  mi ned 

t o t h i s so I  d i dn ' t  pr ot e? t  so much. I  had t o ceep pr et t y busy i n 

g e t t i n ; et t l ed down. 
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"Ev er y o ne was r u s h ! a o r oun 1 t r y i n t o cet  n j ob so t hat  I  

r o - i c t er ed at  t he empl oyment  o f f i c e as a s ec r et ar y ar i d bo o k k eeper , 

A £ayr o2i l  c l e r k j ob came up so I  dec i ded t o t ak e i t  ev en t hounh i t  

was wo r k i ng ..r on G t o 12 at  n i g h t . X f e l t  t hat  t h i s w: s one way 

t hat  I  c oul d av o i d t he camp c ur f ew. The head o f  our  epar t mont  

was v er y n i c e and under s t and i ng but  on t l i o ./hol e i t  i :eo d t hat  

none of  t he r- CCa o f f i c i a l s knew what  t hey wer  s uppos ed t o do . 

They a l way s had to r un ar ound t o c ns u l t  eac h ot ' i er e and t  .or -  was 

r ed t ape and r ep et i t i o n abo ut  ev er y t h i ng . T hat 1 , why o f f i c e pr o-

c edur e was so u n o r ; a n i �e o . Ther e J O r e G o f  us ¿or  : i n i n t '- at  

o f f i c e and we compi l ed a l l  o f  t he t i r gt eeeper 's r ep o r t s . 

Jot  r ec r ea t i o n , we ha dan c es , t a l ent  ¡ho ws , mov i es , c hur c h 

s er v i c es and o t her  t h i ngs l i k e t hat  a f t e r  t h peo p l  got  s et t l ed 

down a b i t . X nev er  went  to b r eak f as t  i n camp as i t  was not  wor t h 

t he e f f o r t , f o r t u n a t e l y t he ¿¿Unas sent  us p l ent y of  f ood o sup-

pl ement  t he poor  camp d i e t . T h a t ' s why Chuck and I  wer e ab l e t o 

have our  own c o f f ee ever y l o r n i n ; and oe had p l ent y o f  o t her  

t ' l i ngs t o eat  so t hat  we di d not  hav e t o go t  a l o ng wi t h t he OCA 

s l o p . Our  f r i en ds on t he o u t s i de s ent  us p l en t y of  t h i n, s t o eat  

and we r ea l l y d i d app r ec i a t e t hat . 

" I  spent  a l o t  of  my l e i s u r e t i me <;oi nf ; was hi ng bee use 

c oul d not  s end i t  o u t . '¿he d i f f i c u l t y or  t h i s was t hut  t he hot  

wat er  was o n l y t ur ned on at  11 o ' c l o c k so t hat  we had t o s t and i n 

l i n e f o r  o ur  t ur n , «f t e r  l u i c h I  woul d o v i s i t  ar ouno or  e l s e 

k i i t  and go 33i p wi t h a fev; f r i en d s . I  d i d n ' t  know many o f  t he 

J apanes e at  f i r s t , hvi t  I  met  a l o , of  t hei  dur i ng t ho af t er - .oon 

when X was o f f  f r om wo r k . - e j us t  t a l k ed about  c as u I  t hi n, s and 

we got  t oget her  o make our  i n d i v i u u n l  r i  � bec aus e t  : t  - ;as 
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exneot ed o f  ever yone. 

"A f t er  supper  I  us ua l l y - ent  t o wor k . On Sundays we j us t  r e-

l axed . I t  was t he same o l d r o ut i ne l i f e day a l t e r  day and i t  got  * 

ver y monot onous f o r  me. I  was bor ed t o deat h . T r ead ev er y body *s 

magazi nes and books and t hen t h e n was n ' t  any t hi ng el s e t o r end. 

The l i b r a r y books wer e a l l  t oo a 'oxent . Ther e was n ' t  much el s e i n 

oamp t o t ak e up my I n t er es t . The J aCL was t r  i ns t o t a':e a pr e-

domi nant  par t  i n he camp and t he." t r i ed t o r u l e ev er y t h i ng. The 

n i s ei  who wer e not  member s obj ec t ed t o t he J. 1 as i t  tad not  

r a i s ed much f us e at  t he t i me o f  ev cu l i o n an A t  ey bel i ev ed t hat  

i t  d i dn ' t  know what  t hey wer e do i ng, r e d i d n ' t  have any t r oubl e 

t her e bec aus e t he n i s e i  d i dn ' t  f ee l  l i k e t hr owi ng t he J ..CL out  

s i nc e t hey V.d no pr ogr r  m t hemsel ves t o p es ent . I  c o u l dn ' t  be a 

member  anyway so I  d i d n ' t  bo t her  wi t h any of  t hese oamp p o l i t i c s . 

"Zs f ar  as 1 kno , t he admi ni s t r at i on t r eat ed us wel l  as t hey 

coul d under  t he c i r c ums t anc es . e f ound out  I t e r  t hat  we d i d n ' t  

get  our  c l o t h i ng al l owanc e because o f  t he J . CI , I t  had t o l d t he 

admi n i s t r at i o n t hat  t he J apanes e peopl e ha � s u f f i c i en t  c l o t hes 

and we di d not  need i t . Th i s made i t  v er y har d f o r  peopl e i n 

oamp as wi nt er  was oomi n on. V7o al s o had t r oubl e v i t h c ant een 

coupons as. some adrai  n i s t r at i o n per son had or der ed a J a pans- : e t o 

bur n t he coupons and t hen kept  t he money h i ms e l f . He as ar r es t ed 

and sent  t o j a i l  f o r  t hat  but  V e admi ni s t r at i on kept  i t  ver y 

q u i et . Some o f  t V ad* I n i s t r at i v s at« f f  a l s o s o l d meat  f r om t he 

c ent er  war ehouse t o t he i r  f r i ends on t he s l y so t hat  we d i dn ' t  - get  

our  f i l l  s upp l y . That  was caupht  up wi t h t oo a l i t t l e l a t er  on. 

I  coal ; n ' t  under s t and how any per son woul  be so gr eedy as t o 

r t t ei .pt  t o ? r o f i t  by ot her  peopl e's mi s f o r t une. 



" I  f ound t hat  i  ccul  get  al our  v/i  f ch t he peopl e i n camp a l l  

r i gh t . 1 bel i ev ed t hat  t  ey hod a r i ĥ t  t o c omni a i n as we wer e 

bei ng t r eat ed u n f a i r l y and l i f e was not  eas y i n camp. ome o f  t he 

peopl e wer o l i v i n i n s t a l l s wher e ani mal r  had been kept  bef o r e . 

The smel l  as not  compl et el y gone von t hou h t  i t  had  been di s i n-

f ec t ed . r e onl y had st r aw mat t r es s t o s l e c ; on. I  as s ubj ec t  

t o hay f ev er  so t hat  Chuck t hr ow t he st r aw n; t t r or .sci r  out  n " I  

j us t  used f o l ded b&ank et s and qu i l t s f o r  c t t r es s . 

" I n s p i t e o f  a l l  t h i s , I  s t i l l  f e l t  th? t  J ep n was v;r on i n 

at t ac k i ng P ear l  Har bor  i n t hat  v. ay and t hat  - as t h r eas on hy we 

wer o ev ac uat ed. I t  ave t he p r ej udi c e i r oui  a i r i  Cal i f o r ni a t he 

excuse t o get  uc a l l  o ut . 1 ..as *t  oxt r : nel y b i t t  r  t  bout  i t  my-

s e l f  but  l  f e l t  f i at  ot her  gr oups shoul d ve been evacuat ed t oo 

because o t her v l af  i  tvas a r ac i a l  d i s c r i mi nat i o n . rone of  us had 

done any t hi ng 5/r on , but  we wer o t r  a t ed as gu i l t y wi t hout  be i n ? 

gi ven a chance t o pr ove our  i nnoc enc e. I  cou d i f t  bl ame Amer i ca 

i t s e l f , but  i  t hought  t hat  some of  t he gover nment  o f f i c i a l s w r̂ e 

wr ong f o r  mak i ng i t  a r a c i a l  ev c aat i o n . Our  camp was qui et  a l l  

t he t i me and t he peopl e had a ;r eat  i o � i  o f  pat i ence so t hat  t hey 

n ver  made any t r oubl e at  a l l . -  f ew peopl e di d l os t hei r  i nds 

ar id t aey had t o be t ak en i  t o i  i s a ne as y l u :s . 'fh: a r i f  t ar . cept  

mor e or  l es s unaar  cover  u n t i l  the.-  cot  t o r el o at  i on c � i t - r a. 

" I  f e l t  >o det ached f r om t he r es t  of  t he count r y and I  j us t  

c o u l dn ' t  go t  over  t hat  f ee l i ng of  be i n � coopcd up i n a ca, o . I  

d i dn ' t  know when wo woul d over  c o t  out  s o t hat  i  as v er y i mpa-

t i en t . I t  was us l es s t o r.ia'ce any pl an, f o r  t l v f ut ur e whan you 

d i d n ' t  even know wh t  was go i ng t o happen t o you i n t he next  

mont h. Of  c o ur s e, - y husband an.l  1 f e l t  f i a t  o coul d (p t  out  o l d 



j obs back i n c at t l e a f t er  t he war  but  t hi r  see ed t o f ar  i n t he 

f u t ur e. 

M 'e got  r ea l  exc i t ed r'l e- i  i t  wi- s announced t hat  we had t o be 

r el o c at e" t o anot her  camp. t̂  f i ' s t  e t hought  V\ t  t  we wer e *oi n 

t o be ent  t o 'i 'ul e L ake but  t h i s was chan.;;«cl  t o I daho . .'o hear d 

t  at  i t  w s a ver y bar r en pl< oe wher e nobody ev r  l i v ed 'a id t  t  

i t  ./as ext r *. «ol y c o l d. - e .al s o Hear d t  at  t her e wer u >oi so ous 

r at t l es nak es and s p i der  t her e. I  d i d n ' t  k tow whi  i  t o bel i ev e and 

-  i f ant ed t o s t ay at  û y a l l up as i t  was near  t he coas t  and oc a t i e 

was not  t oo f ar  a ay t o r et u r n t o . I  d i d n ' t  ant  t o go t o a p l ac e 

wher e t he c l i mat e war  i uch ' o t t e r  t ' l ai  what  we w r e used t o . 

?? 'hen t he t i me ca l e t o move we j us t  l oaded on t  i  t r a i n and 

v/e wer e o f f . �o l e f t  o 1 û g , l i  , 1' < 2. P uy el l u was unhappy 

exp r i enc e f o r  me and I  do n ' t  have any happy memor i es o f  i t  at  a l l . 

I t  was a c o mp I t a l y d i f f er en t  l i f e f r om what  v/e have l i v ed bef o r e 

a id I  c o u l dn ' t  pet  used t o i t . I t  was so depr es s i ng t hat  I ' d hat e 

t o have t o go t hr ouph t hat  aga i n , 

"Our  t r a i n r i de t o Hi ni uok a was t er r i b l  . - e had t o get  up 

at  4 o ' c l o o k i n t he i or ni ng i n o r der  t o get  r eady , eat  br eakf i  st  

and c eck o ut . We wer e aken i n n i c e new bus e.c t o t he t r a i n so 

t hat  I  ant i c i pat ed a f a i r l y p l eas ant  t r i p at  l eas t . ' e v r e as -

t oni s hed t o f i n d t hat  we had t o r i de i n ver y o l d t r a i n coaches and 

th* upho l s t er y as a l l  d i r t y . I t  was one of  t hos gas l i t  tr-  i ns 

and. t he conduc t or  came wi t h a t or ch t o l i gh t  t hen, Ther e was a 

bi g s t ove i n t he back but  i t  was so hot  t hat  we d i d not  have t o 

us e i t  at  a l l . V.Te had t o s l eep on t hose awf ul  s t r a i ght  c ha i r s . 

I t  t ook ua t wo days and one ni ght  t o get  t o K i n i do k a . e went  

al ong t he Col umbi a î v e r  Mf h wa p and t hat  was t he most  s c eni c and 
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beaut t f u l  par t  of  t he t r i p . f t o r  we cot  par t  t he Hood Hi v er , i t  

war  bar r en , s agebr us h c o unt r y , i t  was so dep r es s i ng t o get  i n t o 

such a dr y count r y a f t r̂  l eav i ng t he ev er gr een s ec t i on of  t he s t at e 

"l i en we ot  t o Mi n i do k a, we coul d not  ;- ee any t h i ng but  sageb us h 

f o r  mi l es ar o und. �u) 4,o r i de t o camp on buss s f o r  about  6 

r . i l es and i t  was so dus t y . vor y t ' i i n s a dust  po der  ant  i t  

j us t  about  r u i ned a l l  o f  our  c l o t hes . 

"Ther e was a r ec ept i o n commi t t ee wa i t i n J or  us and we wer e 

ser ved l ukewar m i c e t ea, Chuck and I  »er e as s i gned t o a r oom wi t h 

anot her  c oupl e t hat  we knew bec aus e hous i ng n.t  t o cr owcec,. The 

v er y next  day we wer e abl e t o get  a pl ace of  our  o n bec aus e Chuck 

:new t '?a f el l o w i n t he hous i ng s ec t i o n . : Our  r oom :as :uch n i c e r  

t han at  I 'uyal l up and i t  was l i g t  and c l ean when we cot  t he dus t  

out  o f  i t . But  we had a dus t  s t or m t he v o r j  f i r s t  l i ght  t hat  I  

was t her e and i t  v.as so t h i c k t hat  we c o u l dn ' t  even see 3 f eet  i n 

f r o nt  o f  u s . The dus t  seeped r i  ht  t hr ough ev er y t h i ng and we hod 

t o c l os e t he wi ndows i  < our  bar r ae'e s o i t  was j us t  l i k e an ov en. 

T h i s was t he l a s t  s t r aw f o r  me and I  al most  br oke dov.n. I  was so 

upset  t  mt  I  al most  had a ner vous br eakdown t hen and t her e. Ther e 

was not-  hot  � a t er  f o r  t he. shower s s o we had t o go t o bod d i r t y f o r  

t he f i r s t  f ew n i , ;h t s . :.c onl y got  t o enj oy our  own apar t ment  xxat e 

about  one day . Then my 2 br o t her s came ev er  an s a i d t hey d i d 

not  want  t o go t o t he bac hel o r  bar r ac k s wher e t hey wer e t x s i gned 

so we t ook t hem i . They s t aye u n t i l  A p r i l  when my babywes bo r n . 

"A f t e r  I  got  t o K i  l i doka 1 r ot  a J ob r i ght  ai ;a j . The ho us i ng 

depar t ment  needed o f f i c e wor ker s because t hey wer e so r us hed. 

K'ew peopl e wer e gokvu i n ev er y day and i t  was so cr owded t ' at  we 

had t o a s s i g n t hem t o r ec r eat i o n ha l l r  as bar r ac k s we-  e not  f i n -
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i s hed y e t . Our  f ood was a l i t t l e bet t er  as t he cooks had t o pr e-

r  i  f o r  much s n a l l e r  - 'r oups and t hey coul d r i v e i t  mor e at t en-

t i o n . I  t hought  t he f ood t as t ed t i n eh bet t er  and i t  «/as not  suoh 

a hur r i ed f ue l i ng t o eat  i n t he mer e h a l l . L at er  t he f oo go 

wor se u n t i l  t he v eget abl e s eas on came al ong« The cooks l os t  t he i r  

ambi t i on an I  t hey ser ved us s l op as i t  was t h" e-  s i es t  t o pr epar e. 

' me mess hal l s had coed f ood bec aus e t i e cookr  w r e c ons c i ent i ous 

about  t he i r  j o bs . 

"¿ j o ut  t he er  cond week o f  Sept ember , 1"<L3, I  :ot  an at t ac k of  

append i c i t i s f r om t he bad f ood 1 had been eat  i n and .r  ' a t o have 

i ce p:.ci cs p l ac ed on my s i de f o r  3 weeks i n t he ho s p i t a l . hen I  

was t ak en t o t he h o s p i t a l , I  d i s c ov er ed t hat  t her e wor e no beet s 

or  p i l l o w cases on t he ho s p i t a l  bods . I t  was awf ul  t o ha ' e t hese 

r my bl ank et s on le du r i n t he hot  day bec ause t he c oo l i ng sys t em 

had tot  been put  i n y et . Chuck br ought  over  s heet s and p i l l ow 

c ases f o r  me so i t  was c o mf o r t abl e. Then t he n i ght s got  suddenl y 

co l d so I  had t o put  hot  wat er  bo t t l e on my f eet  at  n i ght . The 

f ood i n ;he hoc i t a l  was much bet t er  t han i n t he mess h a l l s . The 

doc t or s al so ave me ver y yood at t ent i on but  I  d i d n ' t  l i k e t he way 

t hey came and poked me ar ound t he s t omach a l l  t he t i me. I  /as 

pr egnant  so I  c o u l dn ' t  s t and i t . I  nev er  appr ec i at ed a l l  o f  t he 

wor k t hat  t he n u r . e ' s a i de u n t i l  I  got  i nt o t he ho s p i t a l . - one o f  

t hem . er e r ea l l y c o ns c i ent i o us about  t hei r  j ob and t hey t r i ed t o 

make t  e p;  t i e r  G as n P o r t ab l e as o s s i ' l e . I  met  al o t  o f  Por t -

l and peopl e i n my War d and t hey t o l d mo of  t he i r  asc enbl y c ent er . 

That  kept  me f r o l  get t i ny compl et el y bo r ed. f̂ t o r  r  weeks X was 

f i n a l l y r el eas ed f r om t he ho s p i t a l  wi t hout  an o >er  t i o n . 

"A f t e r  t hat , I  s t ayed ar ound home qui t  a b i t . i nt er  was 
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c ami ne on a i d t he ni  s t ; ¿er e l et t i ng* ext r emel y c h i l l y . '7o had 

s t ove I n our  apar t ment s but  no coal  was pr ov i ded yet  so t '*e peopl e 

s t ar t ed t o s t eal  i t  f r om t he mess h a l l a . ĥuck :ot  so d i s gus t ed 

wi t h camp l i f e so he dec i ded t o go t o s ugar  beet s t o wor k f o r  a 

wh i l e . He d i dn ' t  ..'ant  t o dr aw on l i s s v i n s wi t h a baby comi ng 

on so he went  out  t o ma ce some money at  I daho Z-  l i s . He s t ayed 

out  Tor  bout  G weeks and was abl e to s ave a pr et t y ood amount . 

He made enough t o pay , o r  t hr ee- f our t hs o f  l- lv t hi ngs t :i  needed 

f o r  t he comin;- , baby and al so bought  a l o t  o f  canned goods and 

ot her  t h i n s . 

"Dur i ng t he t i me t hat  Chuck went  out  t o wor k , I  ;ent  t o l i v e 

wi t h my mar r i ed s i s t er  i n t he mi ddl e of  t he camp. Th i s was ar ound 

November . C- uok and I  had r ea l l y no t  pl anned on t he baby , but  

t hi ngs do happen a d we wer e gl ui i  af t er war ds . - e f i gur ed f i n a l l y 

t hat  i t  /as a good t hi ng as we d i d not  K ow 'IO.J  I on;; we woul d be 

i n camp. I  f e l t  t hat  i f  I  had a c h i l d , i t  woul d keep le busy and 

my mi nd woul d not  get  bor ed.) The f i r s t  t al k o f  r eset t l ement  

s t ar t ed i n t hat  wi nt  r . Chuck want ed t o go r i gh t  away t o r es et t l e 

j ut  l e dec i ded he woul d wa i t  u n t i l  t he baby came becau e he woul d 

wor r y t oo much bei ng away f r om me. T.e made p l ans t ';at  he v/:;ul d go 

as soon a2 t he baby was u o m. 

" I  was ver y l i mi t ed i  1 1y ac t i v i t i e s a f t r r  y pr  ¿nancy began 

t o shoi . as I  had t o s t ay at  home s i  i ce i t  w?i  -3 not  ¡ood f o r  10 t o 

wf  1 : «r ound camp t oo much. I  j us t  got  ac '.mi nt ed vi t h t  i e peopl e 

ar ound my b l o c k . I  had t o t a l k t o t he i s s e i  mos t l y as t he t aj o r i t y 

of  t he n i s e i  wer e wor k i ng dur i ng t he day . I t  was ver y har d f o r  me 

t o t a l k t o t he i s s e i , but  I  i ana.ed. I t  was dur i ng t h i s t i me t hat  

J  p i c ced up qui t e a bi t  o f  J apanes e. Ther e ..er e s ev er al  o t her  
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pr egnant  n i s e i  wi ves k i n my bl oc k so begr :n t o j ot  t oget her  t o 

k ni t  and go s s i p , The l i b r a r y was l oc at ed i n t he next  b l o c k so I  

a l s o be an t o do a l o t  of  r r adi ng. I  went  t o chur ch a f ew t i mes 

on Mi nd ays but  i t  l au ê? t ed me t o he i n a cr owded r oom on account  

o f  my c o ndi t i o n so I  qui t  go i ng, I  vent  t o a f ew of  t he c mp f or -

u#a but  I  di d not  t ake an ac t i v e par t  i i  ur i yt 'i i  i p, 

" I  was r eal l y get t i ng i n t o a r ut  a i d t he onl y t h i ng I  had t o 

1 - k f or war d t o ./as t he baby . L uc k i l y I  l i v ed near  t he ho s p i t a l  

c l i n i c ¿o I  c oul d go over  t h.;r e eas i l y , * ie ot her  women had t o 

v i t  ar ound f o r  t he amwul a me t o p i c k t hem up . I  t r i ed as best  as 

I  coul d t o put  t he camp ex i s t enc e out  of  my ni nd and put  a l l  my 

t hought s i n t o our  baby and t he f ut ur e when we ooul - i  r es et t l 3 and 

l i v e a nor mal  l i i e once l or e. 

j '̂ T h c whol e ca ip l i p was ment al l y depr es s i ng f o r  me. v̂or ; -

t h i ng had t o be done by per mi t  and I  r  aent 'ed t hat  ver y much. The 

gua:ds c ont i nued t o s t and ar ound t he f enc es and I  f e l t  l i k e a pr i -

s oner , 1 h ed t he i dea of  bei ng at cheu l i k e t hat  a l l  t he t i me 

as I  f e l t  t hat  i t  as not  r i gh t . a t er  on t hey buJ .l t  .vat oh ower s 

and t h i s made me f ee l  ev en mor e - ej ec t ed. I t  ¿as i mpos s i bl e t o 

esc ape i n camp as t her e was onl y s agebr us h i n i l l  d i r e c t i o n s  ̂

Twi n - 'al l s was t he near es t  c i t y but  i t  was 30 i l es a , , a / , Ag i f  

I  c oul d have wal ked t her e i n ay pr eg ant  c o nd i t i o n ! 

j Ônc e i  i  a whi l e we j ot  per  i i t s t o go i ut c Twi  l  J i 'al l s t o s hop. 

I t  was so ni c e t o go shoppi ng t h r e t  nd we woul d go eat  i n a c l ean 

r es t aur ant  and t hen go t o a show, j I  f e l t  l i k e I  was s nat c hi ng 

back a l i t t e o f  my f o x i e r  f r eed on when I  di d t h i s . On t he o t her  

hand, i t  made me ,vant  l or e t han over  t o get  out  of  camp anu mi ngl e 

wi t h ot  her  peop 1 e . 
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'*The 'J RA adr ai ni s t r a Mo n as d i s t an t  t o no as I  was not  wo r k i ng 

i n t he Ad bu i l d i n g s i nes I  f i r s t  went  t o t he ho s p i t a l  i n :: ept er aber  

or  Oc t o ber , They seemed t o be t r y i ng, t h e i r  hos t  f o r  t he peo p l e. 

Vty husband t o l d me t hat  a l o t  of  t he Cauc as i ans d i d not  know what  

t bey wer e do i n  ̂ but  I  vr csnft  v er y I n t e r es t ed n t hose t h i ngs . 

T her e was a gr eat  deal  o f  f r i c t i o n at  t he h o s p i t a l  as t i e head 

Cauc as i an doc t or  hat ed t he J ap i< se and he w <ul > nov r  L i s ;en t o 

t hen, '"any' o f  t he J apanes e do c t o r s wt :r e much bet t o r  t hai  t  i s man 

and t hey o n l y got  I P a mont h. 

"We wer e al ways hav i ng l i t t l e s t r i k es i n camp and t r oubl e /as 

br owi ng but  no t h i ng on c nr .ss s c a l e ov er  br oke out  c ur  r ing t he t i me 

I  war  t h r e . These t r o ub l es wer e bound t o oc c ur  bec aus e of  a l l  

t he d i u s a t i s f ac t i o n s about  t h i s and t h at , '¿ho peopl e t r i ed t o 

ac c ept  t h i ngs as / e l l  as t hey coul d an t hey put  up wi t h a l o t  o f  

i nc o nv en i enc es . 't her e wer o a f c . ag i t a t o r  ; ar ounr . who i  o r e t r  i n-

t o l ak e i t  a pr o - J apan i s s ue but  t hey nev er  {,ot  c o nt r o l  over  t he 

camp bec aus e t he mor e l evel - headed l eader s d i d not  l i s t e n t o t hem. 

A l o t  o f  i s s e i  t r i ed t o s t i r  up t he n i s e i  but  no at t  ut i o n v.as 

pa i d t o t hem. 

" I n P uy al l up t he i s s e i  had a bad s t ar t  but  t  ey t ook t he ' 

d r i v e r ' s seat  at  V i n i do k a . ?hoy got  a l l  o f  t  o b l o c k manaj er s * 

J ob an t r i ed t o l o r d i t  over  ev er y bo dy . I  d i d n ' t  l e t  i t  bo t her  e 

at  a l l . I n our  b l o c k w. haa � c o o per at i v e e l ec t i o n and i t  was sup-

posed t o be a s ec r et  ba l l o t . But  of  t i o ag i t a t i n ; i s ce:. went  

ar ounu t  o pr ao t ' c. l l y mar ked a l l  th< b H o t s t h e ms e l v e s . ¡To i e 

n i s e i  f ound out  ab u t  t h i s and go t  an: r y . f hey f o .oea r e- el ec t -

i on and had an hones t  e. ec t i o n t h i s t i me. ~ co- op v/as t hen /o t ed 

i n . The i s s e i  want ed to c ont r o l  c v - r y t h i n. ; and i d n ' t  ant  any 



n i s e i  on t he co- op hoar d o r  any t h i n s i r e . The "s s ei  f e l t  t hat  

he n i s e i  d i d not  know any t h i ng and t hey d i d n ' t  l i k e t o have n ' s n i  

i n po s i t i o ns o f  i mpor t ance i n c r np. A l l  o f  t he e t h i ngs er used a 

l o t  o f  ha d f ee l i ngs f or  t he peopl e i nv o l v ed. 

"The A my r eg i s t r a t i o n i n Febr uar j r  s t i r r ed t hr  peopl  up f o r  

t "'e f i r s t  t i me. Ther e was t r l k t hat  wo .voul d be nt  t o an i n-

t er nmr nt  camp i f  we d i d n- t . ans wer  no r eo t l y . di  I n' set  t o 

see t he ques t i o nnai r e at  a l l  f o r  a whi l e so t hat  we v/ r e qui t e 

vor r i ed. The r umor s wer e /<oi n ; .- .round about  ques t i ons 27 and 28 

and t h t  st umped t he i s s e i . They f e l t  t hat  i f  t hey wer e t o f o r ego 

t hei r  l l f  r - i anoe t o J apan, r  nd i f  t hey wer e sent  bac k «t o J apan, 

t hey woul d be c ecut ed es t r a i t o r s . Then w.'. al s o hear d l a t er  t hat  

i f  t hr .y di d no t  answer  f e e ' , t hey woul d be r ent  t o an i nt  r nment  

or  i p and be separ at ed f r o-  t h e i r  f ami l i es . I t  pu .l ed ever ybody 

u n t i l  t he ' chan-  ed t hese ques t i o ns f o r  t he i ; s e i . Those who an-

swer ea ' n o ' wer e o t  a Ho we 1 per mi t s f or  anyt hi n: anymor e, '"any 

i s ei  a n ; n i s e i  h: d a l o t  o f  t r oubl e f i t t i ng f i v e Oauc s i an r ef -

er enc es t o s peak up f o r  t hem as t hey d i d n ;t  know t h i s l a y ; r om 

bef o r e. Chuck and I  ha 1 app i l o ' f o r  a l eav e c l ear anc e j us t  be-

f or e t  i r  a n I  f oun � t hat  a l o t  of  ques t "o ns we-  e s i mi l a r . I t  

wo no ef f o r t  f o r  e t o l ake up my mi nd t hat  I  as go i n t o 

answer  'y e~- /es ' even t hou h I  war  a non- oi t  l ê i . f̂ t e r  I  made 

�up my answer  I  : t d n ' t  l et  i t  bo t h r  HO a f t e r  t h a t . "  ̂

' ' "v er ône i n our  camp r  g i s t er ed al t  ho t  nu her  di d answer  

' n o * . A l o t  of  t he n i s e i  d i d n ' t  want  t o o t o war  and yet  t he * 

wer e af r e i d t hey woul d be dr af t ed r i ght  a-  ay i f  t hey answer ed i n 

t he : f i r mt i v , T h r t ' s vdi  -  t h r e was not  moh r esponse f o r  vol -

unt er r i ng at  f i r s t  al t ho t he J  CL bunch wer e ui r :i n i t  ver y 
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s t r el uous l y . Onl y 17 vo l unt eer ed t he f i r s t  t i me t hey went  a ound 

camp. Then a l l  o f  t  i e speech maki ng went  on. Ther e wer e l o t s of  

banquet s and ;©et i ngs and t he - v w r epr es ent at i v es encour aged t he 

n i s e i  t o vo l unt eer  t o i af e a good s howi ng. l ot  of  ques t i ons 

afeked coul d not  be -  i s cr ed so t hat  t he - r  ly t eam fcept  pr ess i ng 

t he po i nt  t hat  t h i s was he choi ce f o r  t he n sei  t o ¿wove t hei r  

l o y al t y . Ther e wer e f i n a l l y about  ZOO vo l unt eer s i n camp and t hat  

/c s t he l ost  o f  any c ent er . 

"The i s >ei  wer e s p l i t  on t he whol e i s s ue and a l o t  of  t  J em 

wer e opposed t o t he n i s ei  o i ng i nt o t he Ar my a f t er  bei ng evacua-

t ed. Lome of  t he n i s e i  who vo l unt eer ed s t i l l  haL f at her s i n t he 

i nt er n l ei r  camp so t hat  ot her  i s s ei  wo,.i d oo$e r ound and c al l  

t hem � bal sas* (dum j bel l r  ) . . y youngest  br ot her  was oat  on a f ar m 

and he came a l l  t he ./ay buck t o ol  .¿p t o vo l unt eer  but  .e was not  

ccept ed i mmedi at el y . Ther e was some f u l y doi ng wi ht  t he vol un-

t eer i ng because i n one case t wo br ot her s vo l unt eer ed ai d one was 

� ceept ed and t he ot her  r ej ec t ed wi t hout  evor i  ei ng gi ven a phys i c al  

exami nat i on* 

" - ost  of  t hw f i ght i ng about  t he vo l unt eer i ng .vent  out  i n t he 

pr i vat e f ami l i es . I n y bl oc k a f at her  and a sou ac t ual l y came t o 

phy s i c al  bl ows , The' f at h r  was pushed agai ns t  a tot  s t /̂ e s o t  

wi t h soue at er  heat  i n.: on t op and he was scal ue-  pi  at  ,y  badl y . 

L l ot  of  t h mot her s got  ner vous br eakdowns . I n our  bl ock t her e 

wer e 2 boys who di ... not  t e l l  t hei r  par ent s t hat  t hey uad vol unt -

eer ed un t i l  t he f ay t hey l e f t , '¿he par ent s wer e i  i  hys t e i c s but  

t hey coul d not  do anyt hi ng about  i t . The *a;j ai  f at her  we i t  . r ound 

t he bl ock and c al l ed hi s son a l o t  oi  names and ¿ ai d he was di s -

owni ng hi  a i  oi- - ever. Tie r eal l y was b i t t er  about  the. whol e t h i ng. 
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"n ano t her  oar .© I  know o f , t he son v >l unt e r̂ ed wh i l e t he par ent s 

answer ed 'no* t o t he ques t i o nnai r e, '¡her o wer e '11 k i nds o f  

d i f f i c u l t  c as es l i k e t h i s an i  any f ami l i es al most  came t o t he 

hr  a1:i x- : po i nt . I t ' s a wonder  so many n i s e i  v o l unt eer ed des p i t e 

t he oppos i t i on» 

'Ther e was a gr oup i n t he $A(SL bunc h who wer e p r o f es s i o nal  

l en and t hey r e t e l i n g a l l  t he n i s e i  i n cam.;) t o v o l unt eer  when 

t hey t he i so l ves wer e onl y v o l unt eer i ng o i  c nd i t i o n t hat  t hey 

, o u l d .et  commi ss i ons . ¿ev ;r al  o f  t he J  3L l eader s l i k e J ames 

.Va amot o who was 1 l i n d , and Konowt  who was a - r î l e , we e t ak i ng 

an ,c i ve par t  and t o l l i ng ever yone t o v o l unt eer  when t  i ey knew 

t hat  t hey t hemsel ves woul d be r e j ec t ed . - »I t ho many f ami l i es di d 

have a br eak- u or-  account  of  t h i s r eg i s t r a t i o n , a gr eat  \ any o f  

t he par ent s cool ed o f f , and bef o r e t he boys l ef t  f o r  t he ..r my, 

l ost  o f  t he par ent s vre r e r ec o nc i l ed , '¿hey even hel ped t o i ve b i g 

send- of f  f o r  t he i r  s o n. Onl y t he most  l i t t e r  ones r emai ned st ub-

bo r n ana I  suppose t hey er e t h t  e .y t o t h i : ay . eft  or  t he r e-

gi s t r at i o n as s a l l  over  en : t he boy l e f t  f o r  t he m- my, t he camp 

wont  r i ' h t  b ck t o t he same ol d r out  i n ; i n t  r ut . 

'On Ap r i l  2 1 - ,K nt  t o t he ho s p i t a l  an : my baby \  a -  or n t het  

ef o.nl ng* Chuck l e f t  i n - ray t o t ake a f ar m j ob i n I daho , He 

. ei t ed t o l ook ar ound f o r  a bet t er  j ob i n a gar age I n some smal l  

t own so t hat  he coul d br i ng no out . He s t ayed out  f o r  about  a 

�ont h but  t he c >ndi t i  ns w r e not  so good so he c m back t o camp 

about  t he end of  J une, j j  e kept  t r y i ng t o cont ac t  j obs at  t he 

empl oy ie nt  of  ..i ce f o r  a whol e mont h, - h 'n he f ound t  at  t her e was 

a j ob openi ng i n Hi ghl and " ar k , I l l i n o i s so he a ppl i ed i o r  i t Tj  

'�Chack was of f * r d t h i s j ob by t he empl oyer  so ho l e f t  on 
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Aug. 5, 1945. 

"A f t er  Chuck came out  her e, he di s c over ed t hat  t he empl oy r  

had c l os ed up t he gar a e because he was l o s i ng money on a count  of  

l ac k o f  hel p . He t o l d Chuck t hat  he d i dn ' t  now anyt hi ng at  a l l  

about  h i s comi ng and t hat  t he j ob o f f er  had not  been de f i n i t e . 

Ghuck had come a l l  t he m out  her e f o r  a non- exi s t i n j ob and he 

r eal l y was d i s gus t i ng. He d i dn ' t  want  t o be l oc at ed i n Chi cago as 

he d i dn ' t  want  t o l i v e i n a bi g c i t y f o r  t he sake o f  t he baby . 

T e empl oyer  f el t  sor r y f o r  Chuck so he c al l ed up a f r i end at  t he 

Nel son Chevr ol et  Co. i n Chi cago and asked about  j ob p o s s i b i l i t i es . 

Chuok got  ver y o r r i ed as i t  ; as c os t i ng hi m money t o l i v e 

so he went  t o t he Chi cago - HA o f f i c es . I t  coul d not  (fio anyt hi ng 

f o r  hi m at  a l l  so he became angr y at  t he i nef f i c i enc y of  t he 

o f f i c e . He d i dn ' t  wor k l o r  2 weeks . The Chevr ol et  company had 

gi ven hi m an o f f er  f o r  Chuck c o u l dn ' t  make up h i s mi nd whet her  t o 

wor k on a s t r ai ght  sal ar y or  f o r  per c ent age. Ee d i dn ' t  r eel  l i k e 

i nv es t i ng ¿200 i n t ool s so t h at ' s why he s l ook i ng ar ound f o r  

anot her  j ob. He was qui t e depr essed s h&s money was go i ng f as t  

i n t he 2 weeks he was not  empl oyed. 

"Chuck kept  l ook i ng at  a l l  wanft - ads but  he coul d not  f i nd 

any t hi ng s u i t ab l e. He even ?/ent  t o a pr i vat e empl oyment  agency 

but  he d i dn ' t  f eel  l i k e pay i ng a h i gh per cent age of  hi s f i r s t  

mont h's s al ar y as a f ee. F i na l l y he dec i ded he had t o t ake a j ob 

or  go back t o camp. He t ook t he j ob at  - Nel son Col  at  s t r ai ght  

t i me pay as he knew t hat  1 woul d be di s appo i nt ed i f  he came bac k . 

The boss was ver y gpod t<b hi m r i ght  f r om t he begi nni ng. Chuck 

expec t ed at  l eas t  ¿ 1. 00 an hour  on t hi s j ob as he had been maki ng 

even mor e do i ng t he same wor k i n Seat t l e bef or e t he war . T i e l i k ed 
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t he j ob as i t  was i ost l y Ger mans t h r e and t hey wer e ver y t o l er an t . 

Ther e wer e a coupl e of  n i s ei  wor k i n t her e a l s o i n anot her  s ec t i o n 

as mec hani c s , ĥucc d i dn ' t  l i k e t he ot her  ni s ei  t her  at  f i r s t  as 

he f e l t  t hat  t hey r es ent ed hi m f o r  mus c l i ng i n . They wer e l ot  

f r i end l y at  f i r s t , but  a f t e r  t hey cot  t o k LOW e; ch ot her  ever y-

t hi ng changed and he s t ar t ed t o go out  wi t h t hem so now t hey ar e 

o u r  f r i e n d s . ] ( C H- 35 a n d C H - 56 ) 

"Ch uc k ' s next  pr obl em was t o f i nd a pl ac e t hat  I  coul d come 

out  t o . He had a t er r i b l e t i me i n t h i s . Hi s boss t r i ed t o hel p 

hi m out  t oo but  he c o u l dn ' t  f i nd a f ur ni s hed pl ac e so he began t o 

l ook f o r  a f l a t . Sev er al  t i mes he went  t o p l ac es wher e t hey 

d i d n ' t  want  J apanes e, i n ano t her  pl ac e Chuck t hou f t t  he had t he 

apar t  nent  but  t he owner  want ed t o r a i s e t he r ent . The 01 -  wo I d 

not  al l ow hi m t o do t h i s so t he owner  dec i ded t o -  . v e i n h i ms el f , 

- ver y Sunday Chuck wal ked a l l  day l ong and l ocked ever y p l ac e . 

F i n a l l y one of  t he boys at  t he shop hear d o f  t hi s f l a t . Chuck 

d i dn ' t  want  t o t ak e i t  at  f i r s t  bec aus e i t  ;as so d i r t y . However , 

t her e was n ' t  any o t her  c ho i c e. 

"The r ea l  es t at e agent  pr omi sed t o c l ean up t he pl ac e f o r  

hi m and Chuck gave hi m v l O t o do i t  but  t her e was n ' t  any r es u l t . 

Chuck got  i mpat i ent  so he s t ar t ed t o c l ean i t  up hi  l sel f  a f t e r  

wor k but  he d i dn ' t  get  t oo f a r . He pai d a mont h's r ent  i n advance 

and t hen t he l andl o r d s ai d he coul d not  get  anybody t o c l ean i t  up . 

That  i s why we had t o move i n her e wi t hout  hav i ng t h p l ac e c l ean-

ed. Chuck bought  a l l  o f  t he f u r n i t ur e at  a second hand pi  c e. He 

c er t a i n l y was l onesome u n t i l  I  came out  t o j o i n hi m, Sev er al  

t i mes he was r eady t o gi ve ev er y t h i ng up and come back t o camp as 

1 t o l d hi m I  woul d not  come out  i x he coul d not  f i nd a p l ac e by 
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November . He bar el y made t he deadl i ne as V d i dn ' t  get  t h i s pl ac e 

u n t i l  November  1. 

"Dur i ng a l l  t h i s t i me I  was on p i ns and needl es as I  expec t ed 

t o be out  o f  camp by Sept ember . Ohuok had got  ahead on h i s pl ans 

t hat  h wou d get  t he p l ac e but  we d i dn ' t  know how har d hous i ng 

was . We d i d n ' t  want  t o br i ng t he baby out  i nt o Chi c ago heat  r i ght  

away . I  - as av a i l i n g back at  camp anx i o us l y , p e o p l e came a i d 

asked me when I  was c o i ns and t h t  got  me. They woul d adv i s e me 

t o s t ay u n t i l  s pr i ng as Chi c ago wi nt er  was t oo c o l d . Ot her s t o l d 

me t hat  i t  was f o o l i s h t o go out  when t he gover nment  was wi l l i n g 

t o suppor t  us i n camp. i hen t hey s ai d I  had no r e l a t i v es out  her e 

and I  woul d have no one t o c a l l  on i n c as e &f  i l l n es s J I  a l s o 

"¿ 11 of  t he e t h i ngs di s oour aged me qui t  a b i t  but  I  d i d n ' t  

car e as I  want ed t o get  out  of  camp no mat t er  how har d i t  w.- s on 

t he o ut s i de. I  knew I ' d never  be s a t i s f i ed wi t h camp l i f e . Ther e 

was no chance f o r  me t o pl a n f o r  t he f ut ur e i n a pl ac e l i k e t hat  

and t he wor l d was changi ng so r ap i d l y t hat  I  f e l t  t hat  I  had t o 

get  out  i n t he swi ng of  t h i ngs bef o r e I  wac l e f t  t oo f a r  bac k . 

We had t o get  back i n t o t he o ut s i de wor l d i n o r der  t o do any 

p l anni ng at  al l  

".at  t hat  t i me we d i dn ' t  even t h i nk o f  t he po s i b i l i t i e s of  

t he d r a f t . The upmost  t hought  i n our  mi nds was t o get  s et t l ed so 

we woul d never  have t o go b: ck t o camp l i f e , I  t hought t hat  ever y 

abl e bodi ed per s ons r  houl d go out  t o pr event  t hemsel ves f r om 

get t i ng i nt o a r u t . I t  was such a depr es s i ng l i f e i n camp and 

no d i r ec t i o n t o i t . I  want ed t o get  out  wher e I  woul d not  be so 

l i mi t ed . I t  was nec es s ar y t o make some pr ogr am, es pec i a l l y wi t h 

hear d aboaat  t he h i gh cost  
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a baby as added r es p o ns i b i l i t y upon u s . 

t TI  j us t  hat ed camp l i f e and 1 do n ' t  t h i nk I  coul d ever  st ; nd 

i t  agai n . I t  was n ' t  t he peopl e who bot her ed me so much as t he 

gener  1 c ondi t i ons and at mospher e, -̂ ĥuck and I  kept  wr i t i ng 
A 

l et t er s back and f o r t h t o t e l l  each o t her  of  our  pr obl ems . He 

was di s c our aged an:l  I  was i mpat i ent . (The i nt er v i ewer  i s at t empt -

i ng t o o bt ai n t hese l et t er s but  unf o t unat el y t hey have been 

mi s p l ac ed. I t  i s po s s i b l e t hat  t hey wi l l  be obt ai ned at  a l a t er  

t i me . ) 

" I  wa so happy when t he day f i n a l l y ar r i v ed f o r  me t o l eave 

camp. I t  was t he s t ar t  o f  a new l i f e i n a new env i r onment . But  

I  was al s o sad i n a way as I  was l eav i n my s i s t er  and br ot her  be-

hi nd and we had never  been s epar at ed l i k e t h i s bef o r e. They wer e 

r ay onl y l i v i n g r e l at i v es so I  f e l t  c l o s e t o t hem. I  a l s o hat ed 

t o par t  wi t h some of  my f r i en ds , but  I  knew i t  was t he bes t t h i ng 

f o r  me. I  was so exc i t ed about  l eav i ng t hat  i  f o r get  about  ray 

l eav e per mi t . The pr o j ec t  d i r ec t o r  dr ove me out  t o t he t r a i n i n 

h i s own c ar  and we had t o go baok t o camp f o r  c l ear anc e paper s 

whi c h I  l e f t  on my dr es s er . Me f i n a l l y got  t h i n s s t r ai ght ed out  

and I  was dr i v en 70 mi l es an hour  t o c at c h t he t r a i n at  t he s t a t i o n 

I  r ea l l y d i d l eav e camp i n a r us h ! 

"Ther e was anot her  n i s e i  g i r l  who came out  of  camp wi t h ;e 

and I  was r el i ev ed t o have company on t he way . A l l  of  t he s o l d i er s 

on t he t r a i n mode a bi g f us s ov er  my bafcy. An ar my o f f i c e r ' s baby 

pl ayed wi t h Sandr a and t h i s o f f i c e r  went  t o a USO i n P l at t e and he 

br o ght  back some f ood f o r  t he baby and me. The po r t er  was al s o 

ver y n i c e t o me and he di d ev er  t h i ng po s s i b l e t o make me comf or t -

ab l e . I  want ed t o s t op o f f  at  Denver  t o see some ol d f ami l y f r i ends 
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b i t  i t  was i mpos s i bl e t o do t h i s wi t h a baby on my hands so I  oame 

s t r ai ght  t hr ough. 

"When I  f i r s t  saw Chi c a o , my f i r s t  1 i pr es; i on was t hat  i t  was 

bi g and d i r t y . The s t at i o n wa-  so cr owded and I  d i dn ' t  know what  

t o do . I  was r e l i ev ed t o see Chuck comi ng t owar ds me. The n i s e i  

g i r l  I  oame out  wi t h had her  handbag s t o l en at  t he s t at i o n and she 

was l e f t  wi t h no t h i ng, '.'c had t o hel p her  get  her  bear i ngs f i r s t  

and t hen I  had t o l ook a f t e r  ny pr obl em. Chucj c br ought  me out  t o 

our  new home t he f i r s t  t h i ng . 

7Bhon I  f i r s t  saw t h i s apar t ment , I  was so di s appo i nt ed as i t  

l ooked l i k e t he t enement s i n t he mov i es . Seat t l e i s such a c l ean 

c i t y and I  c o u l dn ' t  get  over  t he c o nt r as t . ¿>ut  I  was gl ad t o be 

out  of  camp and wi t h Chuck so I  r es o l ved not  t o I t  t he r umbl i ng 

21 over head bot her  me at  a l l . My expr es s d i dn ' t  come f o r  i> days 

morti  so t hat  I  had t o nut  t he baby i n t he dr es s er  dr awer  t o s l eep 

t  at  n i gh t . A f t e r  t hat   ̂ go t  s et t l ed mor e and ± f ound t hat  i t  

was n ' t  so bad. The nei ghbor s ar e a l l  f c i dnd l y t o me and I  get  

al ong n i c e l y wi t h t hem whenever  I  meet  t hem i n t he s t r eet . J  

n 0f  c o ur s e, t h i s f l a t  does not  compar e wi t h my f or mer  home 

i n Seat t l e wher  i  we had a l l  new f ur n i t ur e and a wel l  l i ght ed f r ont  

apar t ment . T h i s p l ac e i s i n t he r ear  o f  t he bu i l d i ng and I  do n ' t  

get  enough l i g h t . I t ' s not  so good f o r  t he baby . I t  s t i l l  needs 

t o be c l eaned and wal l  p per ed. The bu i l d i ng i i  so o l d and I  f ee l  

so cr owded her e , t ut  I  l i k e i t  much bet t er  t han camp l i f e and I  

wo u l dn ' t  ohange i t  f o r  any t h i ng. At  l eas t  I  am l eadi ng ray own 

l i f e wi t hout  a l l  o f  t hose r es t r i c t i o ns and I  f ee l  f r ee . 

"As soon as t he war m weat her  comes, we ar e go i ng t o l ook f o r  

a bet t er  p l ac e . V/e p r ef er  t o s t ay i n t h i s nei ghbor hood now as i t  
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i s c l o s e t o Chuc k 's wo r k , '»e c an ' t  a f f o r d t o move i nt o a ni c e 

moder n ar ea l i k e bef o r e because t he r ent s ar e so h i gh , Ve do n ' t  

pay v er y much f o r  t h i s pi : oe as i t  i s onl y 14 a mont h and t h t  i s 

much bel ow t he aver age o f  what  t he t her  n i s e i  ar e pay i ng. Our  

u t i l i t i e s r un t o about  v l 5 a mont h. 

husband onl y makes ar ound v 250 a mont h. I  know t hat  my 

f ood b i l l  i s h i  ;h but  I  am not  ext r avagant  at  a l l . I  onl y spend 

about  ¿ 17 a feg&k f o r  f o>d f o r  t he t hr ee o f  us and y f r i ends say 

t hat  t h i s i s t oo m o h. Chuck has t h i ncome t ax and , 5 i n war  bonds 

t ak en out  o f  h i s paycheck ever y week . Th i s onl y l eav es hi m wi t h 

v 45 a week . I t  c os t s us qui t e a bi t  t o get  s t ar t ed . We paj rd $175 

f o r  t he f ur n i t ur e and we s t i l l  hav en ' t  got  a l l  t he t h i ngs we need. 

"We hav en ' t  been s pendi ng t oo much m ney on c l o t hes y et . I  

do n ' t  go by a budget  a t  a l l . I  had t o send a l o t  of  g i f t s t o camp 

bec aus e t hey ar e not  ab l e t o get  t h i ngs t her e. Ther e has been so 

i any bi r t hday s and i /eddi ngs t hat  we had t o buy g i f t s f o r  dur i ng 

t he pas t  f ew mont hs and we spend an aver age of  v l O o r  v 15 a mont h 

f o r  t h i s a l o ne. e do n ' t  have any doc t or  expenses yet  as I  onl y 

pay ,1 a mont h f o r  t he wel f ar e c l i i l c . I l ov/ever , I  suppose t hat  i t  

woul d aver age ar ound v5 a mont h because once i n a whi l e X have t o 

have t he doc t o r  come and l ook at  my baby when she i s s i c k and 

ever y l i t t l e t h i ng l i k e t hat . I  do niy own l aundr y but  I  send t efcx 

$he c l eani ng out  and t h i s ar aout s t o v 2 or  ¿3 a mont h. ve do n ' t  

spend much f o r  r ec r eat i o n as we do n ' t  go out  t oo much on account  

o f  t he baby . o do n ' t  spend over  .<20 a mont h f o r  r ec r eat i o n and 

t hat  i nc l udes buy i ng books and c i gar et t es . I  s ave about  v l O or  

$>15 a mont h bes i des t he war  bonds t hat  i s t aken out  f o r  Chuc k . 

/Our  money j us t  seems t o go and I  do n ' t  k LOW how or  wher e i t  i s 
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s pent . We ar e bot h f r ee wi t h our  money and maybe t hat  i s t he 

t r o ubl e. I  keep t h i nk i ng t hat  I  am go i ng t o save but  I  never  get  

ar ound t o i t . ;- e coul d save a l o t  mor e I  suppose i f  I  l ear n how 

t o manage t hi ngs mor e econo l i o al l y , but  even t hen i t  woul d be 

n " e wer e go i ng t o move i n t o a much l ar ger  p l ac e and get  mor e 

f u r n i t u r e , but  we had t o chcnge our  p l ans when Chuck got  h i s phy-

s i c a l  f o r  t he r̂ r ay l as t  j  p r i l  17t h , I ' v e j us t  made up my mi nd t hat  

he wi l l  get  dr af t ed soon so i t  wo n ' t  be t oo much o f  a shock when 

t he t i me does come. We'v e had a l o t  o f  d i s c us s i o n r ec ent l y about  

sav i ng f o r  t he day when he go es . e s t i l l  have u i t e t  sum f r om 

our  s av i ngs f r om bef o r e t he war  whi c h we have not  t ouched out  her e 

as t hat  i s o n l y f o r  emer gency . 

"Chuck want s me t o go back t o camp i f  he get s dr af t ed as my 

s i s t er  i s s t i l l  t her e. He f ee l s t hat  I  can r es et t l e aga i n when my 

s i s t er  goes o ut . Chuck wo r r i es bec ause he f ee l s t hat  i t  wi l l  be 

t oo har d f o r  me t o be out  al one and. he t h i nk s t hat  i t  woul d be 

bet t er  f o r  me i n camp, - But  I  do n ' t  � ant  t o go back t o camp and 

I ' d r at her  t ak e a domest i c j ob f o r  ;u s t  r oom and boar d i f  I  c an 

t ak e Sandy wi t h me. I  do n ' t  car -  i f  I  do n ' t  get  pai d a cent  as 

t he I r r ay al l o t ment  shoul d t ake c ar e o f  my ot her  expenses s i nc e I  

;o n ' t  have t o k eep up a ho us eho l d. e hav en ' t  dec i ded de f i n i t e l y 

y et  v/hat  v;e wi l l  do as wo ar e j us t  v /ai t i n f o r  t he l at es t  announce-

ment  on t he d r a f t . I t  has been changi ng r ec ent l y and s i nc e Chuck 

i s over  36, I  do n ' t  f e e l  t hat  he wi l l  be t ak en i mmedi at el y as I  

d i d bef o r e. Chuck keeps t e l l i n g me not  t o wor r y about  i t  u n t i l  t he 

t i me comes as he may f cven get  an oc c upat i onal  def er ment . 

I f  I  can get  a coupl e o f  g i r l s t o s t ay wi t h me, I  coul d keep 

r at her  d i f f i c u l t  because l i v i n g c os t s out  her e ar e h i gh 
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a f l a t  up i  nd make a go o f  i t . ¿- verythink-  i s s t i l l  pr et t y vague 

yet  and we have no de f i n i t e pl ans y et . I  wi s h I  had mor e r el a-

t i v es out  her e because I  woul d f eel  eas i e r  i n my mi nd. Ply f i r s t  

r eac t i o n was t hat  i t  was such a was t e of  money t o r es et t l e and 

t hen I  woul d l ave t o go back t o camp agai n on account  of  t he d r a f t . 

Chuck k eeps s ay i ng t hat  i f  t he wor s t  comes, I  woul d have t o pr e-

t end t hat  t h i s w s a l l  a dr eam and a sweet  i n t er l ude. I ' m not  

exc i t ed about  t he dr af t  t hes e days as I  am get t i ng used t o t he 

i dea t hat  Chuck ev ent ual l y woul d have t o go j us t  l i k e many ot her  

f a t her s , 

" I  do n ' t  t h i n ; t hat  t he dr af t  i s so u n f a i r  l i k e a l o t  o f  t he 

n i s e i  do . Go i ng t o camp was u n f a i r , but  t  «i t  s ho u l dn ' t  el i mi nat e 

t he s el ec t i v e s er v i c e f o r  t hem, '¿he t hi ng t hat  1 do n ' t  l i k e i s t he 

combat  t eam f o r  t he n i s e i . I ' v e hear d a l o t  o f  r epo r t s about  Camp 

Shel by and t he n i s e i  s o l d i e r  boys I  have t al k ed t o a l l  say t hat  

t he c o ndi t i o ns t her e ar e uch wor se t han i n o t her  - army camps . I  

do n ' t  t h i nk t he n i s e i  wi l l  make a name f o r  t hemsel ves i n a combat  

t eam as much as i f  t hey f ought  r i ght  al ong i t h t he o t her  Amer i c an. 

The n i s e i  combat  t eam ar e bei ng s ent  t o t he f r ont  l i nes i n one 

y ear  r i gh t  now and t hat  do es n ' t  seem f a i r  when ot her  Amer i c an sol d-

i er s l ave been t r a i n i ng f o r  2 and 5 y ear s and t hey j r e s t i l l  i n 

Array camps i n t hi s c ount r y . I  t h i  k t hat  ever yone shoul d be sent  

out  i n t hei r  t ur n. Ot her wi s e, i t  seems l i k e c er t a i n gr oups" have t o 

do a l l  o f  t ho d i r t y f i gh t i ng and t ak e mor e o f  t he r i s k s out  o f  

pr opor t i on t o t h e i r  number s . 

"Our  own f ut ur e depends upon ho.; I o n t he war  wi l l  l a s t . 

Seat t l e has changed dur i ng war  t i me t oo so t hat  we may have t o s t  y 

out  her e even t hough we do want  t o go back t o our  home t own. But  
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we have r ec ei v ed l et t er s f r om our  f r i ends book: i n Seat t l e t e l l i n g 

us t hat  t he c i t y has changed s o much end t hat  a l l  k i nds of  peopl e 

ar e s /ar mi ng i nt o i t  f o r  war  j o bs . 

r ,I  t hi nk t hat  t he most  i mpor t ant  t h i ng t hat  Chuck has t o con-
-  get  

ai der  i s t he j ob s i t uat i o n . % i s p r et t y sur e t hat  h wi l l  f ew h i s 
O J M k ) L 

ol d j ob back but  he i a not  p o s i t i v e . I f  w s t ay o ui  her e, we wi l l  

move t o t he subur bs ev ent ual l y and see i f  we can s t ar t  buy i ng a 

home. I  do n ' t  want  t o br i ng up my c hi l d i n such an env i r onment  as 

t he d i r t y c i t y l i f e of  Chi cago» \  

" I  sup. OF. e t hat  a l l  n i r e i  out  her e ar e wor r i ed bout  what  i s 

Goi  \  t o he.�pen t o t hem a f t er  t he war . '¿'hei r  j ob : i t uat i o n wi l l  

dépend upon how t he war  ends , ¿he n i s e i  or e be i n?; t aken i nt o t he 

i .r ®y now so t hat  t hey may not  be ar o und. 1 f ee l  t hat  most  of  t he 

n i s e i  a r  gi ven j obs out  her e i n a l l  d i f f e r  at  k i nds o f  f i e l ds at  

t he pr e ent  t i me because o f  manpower  s ho r t age, j I ' m a f r a i d t hat  

when t he s o l d i er s cone back t he n i s e i  wi l l  have t o t ak e second 

c ho i c e. Those I n t he ar  p l ant s ar e bound t o be l et  out , 

"On t he o t her  hand, some of  t he Cauc as i an empl oyer s r ea l i z e 

t hat  t he n i s e i  cei l  do good wor k . On t he whol e t hough, i t  wi l l  be 

har d f o r  t hem j us t  l i k e bef or e t he war . I  t r y t o be o pt i mi s t i c so 

X l ook on t he br i g i t  s i de mos t l y , but  I  do get  bl ue once i l  a whi l e 

t o«. I t  depends on my m od as t o what  I  t h i nk t he f ut ur e l ooks l i k e , 

" I  s t i l l  f ee l  pr et t y l o y a l  t o t h i s count r y even t hough I  

do n ' t  have - uri< r i c an c i t i z en s h i p , I  c er t a i n l y hai ef no I nt ent i o ns of  

ever  t ak i ng riy baby t o J apan t o l i v e as t h i s i s even mor e of  her  

count r y l han i t  i s mi ne. Our  f ut ur e i s de f i n i t e l y i n Amer i ca and 

we have t o make t he bes t  o f  i t  no mat t er  what  happens . I t  l ook s 

r at her  ho pef u l  at  t i mes . I  do n ' t  f o l l ow p o l i t i c s but  I  have a 
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f a i t h t i i at  t hi ngs wi l l  wor k out  i n a democ a t i c way . We c an ' t  

ever  hat e compl et e democr acy he e , but  I  do n ' t  t h i nk t he sys t em i s 

go i ng t o d i e out  because t her e ar e t oo many good po i nt s about  i t . 

I  j us t  accept  democr acy and somet i mes I  t ak e i t  t oo much f o r  

gr ant ed. I  suppose t h i s i s t y p i c a l  i n t he Amer i c an way and t her e i s 

some danger  t hat  we mi ght  l o s t  i t  i f  we do n' t  wat ch o ut . However , 

I  do n ' t  t hi nk i t  wi l l  ever  be di s c ar ded f o r  F as o l &A or  any t h i ng 

l i k e t hat . 

" I  t hi nk t hat  t her e ar e f au l t s on bot h s i des x i n t h i s war  and 

t hat  t he Uni t ed St at es has i n t er f er ed wi t h J apan and Ch i na. That  

was t he mai n cause f o r  ¿ ear l  Har bor  but  J apan was at  f aul t  f o r  

s t r i k i ng t he f i r s t  bl ow. I ' m i n a pec u l i ar  po s i t i o n , but  I ' v e 

been r a i s ed as a n i s e i  and t he onl y t h i ng I  l ac k i s ray c i t i z ens h i p 

paper . T hat ' s why I  f ee l  t hat  t h i s i s j us t  as much my cou i t r y as 

i t  i s my bf cot heer s ' and s i s t e r  who wer e bor n her e. J apan do es n ' t  

mean a t h i ng t o me as i t  was o nl y an ac c i dent  o f  geogr aphy t hat  I  

was bor n i n Kobe* Maybe someday I  wi l l  be t bl e t o get  my c i t i zen-

s i i p paper . Ther e may be a chance f o r  t h i s a f t e r  t he war  and 

t h a t ' s one of  t he t h i ngs I  am l o o k i ng f or war d t o . I f  t hat  day 

ever  comos ar ound, I  c er t a i n l y wi l l  be one happy per s o n. I  f ee l  

sor r y f o r  t he common peopl e og Ger many and J ap n , but  t  t c i r  sys t em 

has t o go even i f  t hey ar e not  compl et el y i n t he wr ong. 

"Ther e ar e t i mes t nat  I  get  bot h r ed about  t he ac t i o n of  some 

of  t i e gr oups o f  t h i s count r y whi ch ar e t r y i n, t o depor t  u s . I  

wi l l  be t er r i b l y hear t - br oken i f  1 w r e ev er  f o r c ed t o be sent  

back t o J apan. I  do n ' t  t hi nk t h i s wi l l  ever  happen, but  I  won' t  

ev er  be po s i t i v e agai n as I  was so po s i t i v e t hat  we wo u l dn ' t  be 

ev ac uat ed, and l ook .hat  happened. 
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" I  t r y t o i gnor e t he i >i es commi t t ee and gr oups l i k e t hat  be-

cause t hey onl y make a l o t  of  n o i s e . They never  have t he r ea l  

f ac t s . I t  does bot her  me t o h ea r . o f  t he r ebe l l i o n agai ns t  el ec t -

i ve s er v i c e i n t he camp and I  suppose t hat  "h i s i s t he f - ul t  o f  

some of  t he ag i t at o r s s i nc e a l l  o f  t hem di d not  ;;o t o Tul e L ak e. 

Ther e i s bound t o be di s t ur banc es at  #u l e L ak e, but  what  can you 

expect  when t hey o r e so pr o- J apan t her e? I  onl y hope t hat  i t  wo n ' t  

har m t he c hanc es of  t hos e o f  us al r eady out  o f  camp. Ther e ar e a 

l o t  of  c r azy gr oups HH± i n t h i s count r y t r y i ng t o s t i r  up r ace 

hc t es , but  i t  i s a l l  p r ej udi c e and I  do n ' t  t h i nk t hey r e r ea l  

Amer i cans i f  t he t hi ngs t hey advoc at e ar e r ea l l y i n t hei r  hear t s . 

They ar e i n t he mi no r i t y anyway . 

"r I  get  s o angr y when I  see t he f a l s es i n t he paper s about  t he 

egac uees . I  can hol e' r ay head up as 1 have never  dones any t h i ng 

wr ong. The nei ghbor hood peopl e ar e under s t andi ng and I  never  hove 

t r oubl e wi t h t hem as 1 am ac c ept ed as an i nd i v i dua l . That 's one 

o f  t he good t h i n g about  Ch i c ago �t he peopl ear e not  p r e j ud i c ed . 

?tj - l tho I  enj oy bei ng out  o f  camp, r es et t l ed l i f e has not  been 

compl et el y s at i s f ac t o r y t o r oe. I  hav en ' t  become ac quai nt ed enough 

/ i t h n i s ei  and Cauc as i ans . I ' v e a l  ays been ac t i v e i n c l ub wor k 

bef o r e and 1 hav en ' t  had t he change out  her e. T h i s i s t he f i r s t  

chance I ' v e hod t o become ac quai nt ed wi t h n i s e i  r ai s ed i n d i f f -

er ent  par t s of  t he count r y an, I  f i nd t hem i n t er es t i n g , 

" woul  l i k e t o do a l i t t l e s t ud i ng t oo i n or der  t o i mpr ove 

my mi nd, but  I  hav en ' t  had t i me, n̂o t h r  t h i ne i s t hat  I  woul d 

l i k e t o cont i nue wi t h my bus i nes s wor k . I  hav en ' t  done any s t eno-

gr aphy wor k f or  al most  2 year s and I  woul d l i  e t o keep up on 

t hat . Chuck Ls ver y r uoh ag; i ns t  me go i ng back t o wor k aga i n , but  
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I  woul d l i k e t o do i t  a i t e r  ray c h i l d i s o l d enou h t o s t ar t  s c ho o l . 

e do n ' t  p l an t o have any no- re t han 2 or  5 c h i l d r en , but  somet i mes 

i  wonder  i f  one i s not  enough. Maybe t hat  wo n' t  be so good f o r  

Candy . \'Je  do n ' t  p l an t o have any mor e c hi l d: en u n t i l  a f t er  t he 

war  and t he war  may l as t  f o i  a l ong t i me y e t . I  t hi  k t hat  we may 

be i n a po s i t i o n t o g i v e our  baby t he t h i ng ¡ he deser ves :, but  we 

wo n ' t  be abl e t o gi ve mor e t han one c h i l d a l l  t he ac v ant a j es i f  

Chuck does t o war . He . / i l l  have t o get  s et t l ed a i l  o v er  aga i n 

af t er war ds and t hat  t akes t i  e . 

'Unt i l  t hat  t i me we wi l l  t r y t o get  as v; 11 adj us t ed as 

po s s i  l e t ut  t  l i ngs ar e r at her  unc er t a i n r i ght  now. I ' m not  l one-

some at  a l l  as 1 keep busy most  ox t he day . I  do get  a l i t t l e 

l onesome t owar d ev eni ngs bec ause ^h u c w o r k s such l ong hour s and 

I  misf-  hi m. I  do l aundr y f o r  f o ur  mor al n r s of  t i e week and I  t ake 

unt i l  ar ound noon ever y day t o f i n i s h up t he housewor k . I  do a l l  

o f  my set t i ng by hano and I  make dr es s es f o r  t he baby . I  have r ead 
i  

a l o t  o f  book s , most l y f i c t i o n , t hat  1 get  f r om t he c i r c u l a t i ng 

l i b r ar y ar ound t he c o r ner  as i  have some spar e t i me i n t he af t er -

noon. Us ua l l y I  a busy wr i t i ng l e t t er s t o f r i ends and f ami l i es . 

"Oc c as i o na l l y Chuck and 1 go out  t o v i s i t  n i s e i  f r i en ds , es-

pec i a l l y on Sundays , '¿he onl y t h i ng i s t hat  Chuck l i k es t o s t ay 

home and s l eep on - undays and 1 do n ' t , '¿he baby l i eeps & busy 

a l l  t he t i me and I  l i k e t o get  away f r om i t  once i n a wh i l e . I  do 

get  t i r ed s t a, i n.., home 7 day s i n a week . Chuck and i  have mi nor  

f i gh t s about  how. we a r e .o ng t o spend our  uadays but  he us ual l y 

g i v es i n t o me. I  do n ' t  l i k e h i s l ong wo: k i ng days at  a l l  as i t  

i s not  guod f o r  t he baby . He l eav es t he house at  7 i n t he mor n-

i ng when t he baby i s s l eep ana do es n ' t  get  Home un i l  7 i n t he 
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eveni ng and i t  i s agai n as l eep . I t  i s n ' t  good f o r  h i n t o wake up 

t h baby and maybe sh wi l l  gr ow up no even knowi ng her  own f a t her . 

I t  makes t he d y so I o n f o r  a and we c an ' t  go any pl aoe dur i ng 

week n i gh t B . Chuok needs mor e change and r el axat i o n or  el s e he 

wi l l  get  i r r i t a b l e . I  shoul d have change t o as mi ght  be i r r i -
bi g 

t ab l e and we wi l l  have *?±gh4> f i gh t . e have . ' t  been i i ar r i ed l ong 

enough t o be abl e t o a f f o r d bi g f i $ht ? y o t . 

'Of  c our s e, l  am j us t  ment i oni ng some of  t h i r r i t ab l e t  i ngs 

so i t  do es n ' t  - j i ve t he r ea l  p i c t u r e . I ' m c o r t a i n l y not  as unhappy 

as I  may sound. e ent er t a i n f r i ends on t he aver age about  'i  t i  en 

e mont h so 1 do see p l ent y o f  com any . e hav en ' t  had t i me ¿o 

devel op t oo many f r i e n s out  her e et  because our  o l d f r i ends 

f r om i  eat  t i e and camp ar e not  ar ound. I  woul d s ay we know about  

25 poo : c i n a l l  but  t h- v a l l  bel ong t o d i f f e r en t  r oups . e onl y 

see cbout  G o f  t hem f a i r l y o f t en and the-  c e o t her n i s ei  c ogpl os . 

- ost  o f  our  f r i ends we knew i r om bef o r e i n eat  ul e ar e not  her o 

al t ho 1 woul d say t hat  we onl y li  ve about  10 non-  ea t t l e n i s e i  

among our  ac quai nt anc es . 1 l i k e t he Ca l i f o r n i a n i s ei  but  I  now 

t hat  a l o t  of  eat t l e n i s e i  s t i l l  t h i nk t hat  t he Ca l i i o r n i ans ar e 

t oo v .i l d. I  do n ' t  see t hat  r au :h . i n f e r en c e t hough. 

"Vfl i en we v i s i t  f r i en s , we t a l k of  o l d t i mi vs and ./hat  mut ual  

f r i ends ar  do i ng. I n some c i r c l es we t a l ; o f  our  bab i es , our  

pr esent  d; y a f f a i r s i n r e l a t i o n t o n i t e i . '»*;© t al k about  t he dr af t  

and j ob among t he f e l l o ws . L at el y wc have J J ad so many s o l d i er  

v i s i t o r s t hat  a l l  we t a l k a - out  i s a my l i f e . I t  seems t  at  n i s e i  
out  

»*�© her e ¿ r e not  as c l i q u i s h as bef o r e even t hough t hey mi x most l y 

wi t h ot her  n i s e i . 

?,17e hav en ' t  hav ver y many c ont ac t s wi t h C, uc s i an xeept  f o r  
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Chuo k 's f r i ends at  t he s hop. Laat  - unday one of  t hem t ook us f o r  

a r i de t o see : t a t es v i l l e , t he s t at e p en i t en t i a r y , a0me of  t he 

Cauc as i an chur ch women have i nv i t ed me t o come and one of  t hem i s 

comi ng t o vi  : i t  me s oon. I  t h i nk I  wi l l  pr obabl y s t ar t  go i ng t o 

chur ch pr et t y soon i f  I  can dr ag Chuck a l o ng. 

" I  hav en ' t  been t o any n i s e i  ac t i v i t i e s at  a l l  and I  r a ml y 

des i r e i t . I  j us t  as soon go t o t he Couc s i an publ i c pl ace-  wi t h 

e a l l  ; r oups of  f r i ends t han one of  t hose bi g J apanes: e a f f a i r s . 

. v er / o ne t el l s me t hat  t he n i s e i  danc es ar e so r owdy an onl y a 

l o t  o f  dr unks go . - her  s ho u l dn ' t  be l ar ge ac ai e n i s ei  a f f a i r s 

l i k e t h i s as t her e i s apt  t o be t r oubl e and peopl e wi l l  get  sus-

p i c i o us o f  u s agai n . I t ' s not  use t o g i v e t hen a chance t o s t ar t  

t h i s once mor e. Lar ge n i s e i  gat  er i  .i gs c ause t oo much t r oubl e and 

we c a n ' t  r i s h mak i ng a bad i mpr ess on bec ause we ar e s t i l l  un-

s et t l ed . 

" I ' d r at her  meet  o t her  n i s e i  i n an i nf o r mal  aay . I  do n ' t  

want  t o meet  any o l d n i s e i  as l  ant  s e l ec t i v i t y i n my f r i ends and 

t her e ar e some t ypes t hat  1 do n ' t  car e t o know. Th i s c o u M be 

one wi t hout  f or mi ng bi g n i s ei  c l ubs and o r gan i zat i o ns l i k e t hey 

us ed t o have bef o r e. Now i s t he t i me f o r  r es et t l ed n i s ei  t o go 

out  and .aaice mor e i auc as i an c ont ac t s i f  p o s s i b l e I  'enow t hat  I  

have f  i l ed i n t h i s because 1 d i d n ' t  r espond t o t he L ;v i t at i o n of  

t he chur ch t he f i r s t  t i  e and t h i s i s t he bes t  pl ac e t o make a 

s t ar t . I  f ee l  t hat  we have t o go 8 0 , o f  t he way . l i e cou l e we 

went  out  wi t h l as t  Sunday d i dn ' t  ev en know a J apanes e u n t i l  t hey 

met  u s . l o t  o f  t he Cauc as i ans out  her e do n ' t  now t hat  we aot  

and t al k j us t  l i k e ot hei  -  l er i c ans . ¿>i noe we r e way out  t h i s 

way |  we mi ght  as wel l  show t hat  we ar e tot  so d i f f er - n t . I f  we 
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get  bet t er  known, t her e wi l l  not  be so much t al k about  sendi ng a l l  

of  t he J apanese out  of  t hi s c ount r y . 

" I t  woul d be too bad i f a J apanese communi t y s t ar t ed up her e. 

I t  i s al l  r i ght  to have a f ew J apanese s t o r es but they c oul dn' t  al l  

be l oc at ed i none di s t r i c t  as t h i s get s t oo no t i c eabl e. I f  t h i s 

happens too much, the J apanese wi l l  s egr egat e t he is el v es and for-

get  about  keepi ng up t hei r  cont ac t s wi t n the Cauc as i ans . I f  t her e 

i s a J apanese communi t y and some t r oubl e s t ar t s , t hen r i ght  away 

i t i s bl amed on al l  t he J apanes e, �- o f a r  t he J apanese out  her e 

have not  had t oo much t r oubl e r n t i ng p l ac es t o l i ve i n , but i x 

t hey got  i nt o a J apanese s ec t i o n, t her e wi l l  be s egr egat i on l i ke 

for t he co l or ed peopl e her e, "hen c er t a i n t ypes of  n i s ei  get  t o-

get her  t hey t r y t o show o f f  t oo much and t hey cause t r oubl e. They 

behave bet t er  i f  t hey ar e not  i n such l ar ge r oups . 

" I ' v e never  l i v ed i n an a l l  J apanese communi t y exce t  f o r  a 

l i t t l e whi l e bef or e t he war  and i  don' t  want  t o s t ar t  now. Thej r e 

i s no gai n f o r  such a communi t y and i t  woul d be a bi g mi s t ake i f  

i t  devel oped out  her e. 

'Go f ar  i t  seems t hat  t he n i s ei  ar er aaki ng pr ogr ess i n mi ng-

l i n g ar ound i n Ghi ca o . Some ar e l i v i ng i n smal l  gr oups but  tost  

o f  t hem ar e s c at t er ed out  atfc f r om what  I  hear  and t hey s e 1 t o be 

get t i ng al ong f a i r l y we l l . I  hav en' t  been out  I on enough t o know 

i f  t hey ¿.re get t i ng as s i mi l i at c d. I  r ea l i z e t h i s i s t he most  

f avor abl e t i me and may not  get  anot her  chance. Maybe t heni s ei  

won't  sue e s i n assadubl t̂ i ng now but  J-  do n ' t  know. The L'iiA has 

s t r es s i ng as s i mi l at i o n r i ght  al ong and some of  t he n i s ei  may be 

af r ai d t o get  al ong by t hemsol ves because t hey f ee l  t hat  t hey wi l l  

get  l onesome but  X t hi nk r os t  of  t he under s t and I  at  i t  i s f o r  





Add t o CH- 40 

The f o l l o wi ng l e t t e r  was r ec ei v ed by t he i nt er v i ewer  r egar d-

i ng t he l e t t er s whi ch Mr s . Tanaka pr omi sed t o l o an : 

May I S , 1944 

Dear  Ch a r l i e � 

Thanks f o r  your  l e t t e r . Wel l , we f i n a l l y f ound t he k ey 
( i n one o f  my ol d p u r s es ) , and have t he l e t t er s no w�but , a f t e r  
r eadi ng t hem o v er , Chuck dec i ded t hey wer e a l l  t oo per s onal  t o 
l et  anyone el s e r ead. T her ef o r e, he as k ed me not  t o - end t hem 
t o y o u , I ' m sor r y i t  t ur ned out  t h i s way . 

Wi l l  you need mor e i n f o r mat i o n now? L et  me know, and I ' l l  
do my best  t o hel p y ou. 

S i nc er e l y , 

I 'usako 
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Add to CÜ- 40 

Ber i ng t hé s ev er al  hour s I  was over  a t  f umi f a a pax tm t at  t h i s 

a f t er no o n I  managed t o br i ng her  r es et t l ement  s t o r y up t o dat e , f t t ai  

i s pr egnant  aga i n and she c o nf i ded t hat  she woul d hav e anot her  baby 

l a 6 or  7 mor e mont hs . She s ai d t hat  i t  was a pl anned babj  and t hey 

dec i ded t o have i t  r i g h t  a f t er  Chat  was p r et t y pur e he was n ' t  go i ng 

t o #et  d r a f t ed , ĥet  f e l t  t hat  l i te and h i e ot her  f r i ande coul d not  

get  ahead of  hi m wi t h 2 c h i l d r e n , ï m i  h a* r i v en up n i l  p l ans f or  

wo r k i ng now as she has t o spend hex f a l l  t ime-  t ax i ng c ar e of  t he 

höi ue. She se cms t o be a r a t her  c heer f u l  end o p t i mi s t i c i nd i v i dua l  

f cna her  adj us t ment s have been ver y r o o d, bandy i s l u i t e t al i , a t i r © 

ana she c a l l s me ĥ a l e . The l a s t  t i me I  saw ö andj  a year  ago she 

was n ' t  even t a l k i n g or  even wa l k i n g . However , Sandy i s a much bet -

t er  behaved r i r l  t han l u c y . She i s p a t t i n g at  t he ver s cur  l o t s age 

so t hat  she as k s / »mi  about  ev er y t h i ng , 1 had t o e ~op and pl a> wi t h 

her  f o r  a wh i l e so t hat  t he i n t er v i ew t ook l o nger  t han I  had ex-

p ac t e a , The f o l l o wi ng i s a ver bat i m ac c o unt  o f  Fumi  ' s comment ® 

dur i ng t he a f t er no o n ; 

"So s h , a y ear  i n our  l i v es c er t a i n l y does? $?o l y f a s t . To t hi nk 

t hat  * hav e t een out  her e i n Chi c ago f or  over  a y ear  and i t  har dl y 

seems p o s s i b l e t hat  t he war  h a« been go i ng on f o r  over  Z  y ear s now. 

Camp l i f e seems t o f ar  a? ©y t hat  1 c an har d l y r ec a l l  i t  now, Dur i ng 

t he pas t  y ear , we h va been c o ns t an t l y l o o k i ng t o- mr os t he f ut ur e and 

our  l i v es have t een pr et t y we l l  ba l anc e , «e ar a much mor e s et t l ed 

her e i n t hi s nei ghbor hood t han i magi ned p o s s i b l e , ¿ Of  c o ur ee, X 

am not  s a t i s f i e d * i t h my pr es ent  ho us i ng y et . f o r  a wh i l e l as t  year  

we o ici  l ook ar ound a p- rest  deal  f o r  anot her  p l ac e t o l i v e I n be-

c aus e we f e l t  p r t t t j  c r o wded. <*e want ed t o get  i nt o a bet t  r  p l ac e 

bec aus e we had moved i n t o t he f i r s t  apar t ment  wi t h t he und ex s t andi  ng 

t hat  i t  woul d onl > t e t empor axy . I  expec t ed t oo much i n t he o f  
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hous i ng when I  f i x at  cam© out  her e because I  want ed a pl ace J us t  as 

pood as our  Seat t l e home. I  d i d n ' t  r ea l i z e t hen t hat  hous i ng <wb bo 

har d t o get . Dur i ng t he past  year  we wer e c ont i nual l y on a l ookout  

f or  a new p l ac e. On sever ©! oc c as i ons we j us t  mi ssed c ut  because we 

ar r i v ed a l i t t l e t oo l a t e . The bet t er  p l ac es do n ' t  adv er t i s e i n t he 

newspaper s eo we i  au t o wal k about  and l ook f or  t he si  m e . ¥ou have 

t o t ake a pl ace j uet  ae soon as yoa aee i t  because i f  you s t op and 

del i ber at e over  i t  someboay el s e wi l l , j ump i n &nc r ent  i t  f r om under  

¿our  nos e. A l o t  o f  p l ac es t hat  l  went  t o d i d n ' t  have any ba t h s . I  

waa so amazed at  t h i s and I  asked t he l andl o r d how he expect ed a 

f ami l y t o keep ©l ean, i ie s ai d t hat  many home a i n v hl c ago di d not  

have bat he or  ehower a but  on .Sat ur day n i ght s t hey woul d bat he i n t he 

k i t c hen . I  f e l t  t hat  I  coul d not  move i nt o an apar t ment  * i t hout  a 

bat h because t hat  woul d be l o wer i ng my et andar d o f  l i v i n g , - r an 

dur i ng t he poor es t  par t  of  t he depr es s i o n I ' v e / a l way s had a r egul ar  

uat h. i  guess t he Chi c ago peopl e have been depr i v ed o f  so many 

t hi ngs t hat  t hey get  used t o i t . One o f  t he l andl o r ds was t el l I nf l -

ate t hat  many apar t ment  homes i n t he co l or ed d i s t r i c t  d i d n ' t  have 

bat hs at  a l l . I  do n ' t  see how t he} can Pt and i t . I  do n ' t  t ee how 

any M h o raj  i n c an move i nt o a p l ac e wi t hout  t  l eas t  a bat h t her e. I  

J us t  had to i gno r e t hoee p l ac es t hat  d i dn ' t  have bat hs . 

" I  di d r un up aga i ns t  a f ew d i s c r i mi nat i o n c *s es ¿% t i me*/ Once 

a woman open/ t he door  and s ai d, ' no ' and sl ammed t he door  r i ght  i n 

my f ac e. The ot her  p l ac es wer e not  so d i r ec t  and t hey «rave me a 

l ong st or y about  t he pl ac e al r eady bei ng t aken* 1 £ r i ed not  t o oe 

s ens i t i v e about  I t , uut  I  c o u l dn ' t  hel p t ut  f ee l  t h t̂  i t  was ' di s -

c r i mi nat i on «hen I  woul d go t he next  day and see t he s i gn a t i l l  up. 

"f i n a l l y l as t  Hovemt er  t he l ady l i v i n p ups t ai r s <?ot  mar r i ed so 

t hat  we dec i ded to move up h er e . I t ' s t he same number  o f  r ooms but  

t hey ar e a l i t t l e t l er êr  and t he apar t ment  has mor e l i g h t . £he r ent  
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i b onl y 1? a nont h and t hat ' s onl y f t  mor e t hen what  we pai d down-

s t a i r s . I 'm s at i s f i ed wi t h my hot *si ng f or  a whi l e, bet  I  s t i l l  

woul d l i k e to get  a f i s t  wi t h at  l eas t  2 bedr ooms. I  gave up l ook-

I n? f or  t hi s y ear , u ut  ®aybe next  summer  1 wi l l  »t ar t  l ook i ng ©pai n 

because a l o t  of  t he def ens e wor ker s may be l eav i ng t he c i t y . 

"The das t hat  we move a ups t a i r s , I  r emember  one of  t he hak uj i n 

f el l ows f r om Chet ' r  gar age came up t o hel p »8 and he handed Chet  t he 

dr af t  not i ce whi ch bed come l a t he mai l « I  had *:uch an awf ul  f eel -

i n when. Al ber t  haa j us t  t een dr af t ed a shor t  t i me oef or e so 1 

t hought  eur e t hat  Chet  woul d al s o have t o go . I  wa -  so wor r i ed be-

cause I  d i d n ' t  know what  I  was gol n<? t o do . Chet  went  down f or  h i e 

pi e- i ndue t i on phy s i c al  snd I  was so r el i ev ed when he came bac k end 

sai d t hat  he had t een r ej ec t ed on account  of  h i s ei nua t r oubl e and 

h i s bed eyee i »?ht . Up t o t hat  moment  I  was a l l  t i ed up i n knot s be-

cause I  was eo det er mi ned not  to go ua k̂ t o camp. My pl ane i n case 

hv wae t aken was to i r l ng my t r ot her  out  o f  camp so I  coul d st ay on 

her e. 1 had i t  e l l  f i gur ed out  that I  coul d make I t  out  f i nanc i al l y 

i f  we shar ed e peases i n t hat  my. vhet  was agr eeabl e to t hat  pl an 

because he d i d n ' t want  to l eave me al one wi t hout  anyone ar ound. 

" /hen we uo move, we went  t o s t ay on t he nor t h s i ê s i nce Chet  

wor &s up i n t hi s d i r ec t i o n , »«e woul d l i k e t o s t ay i n t hi s gener al  

d i s t r i c t  as i  know a l l  of  t he s t o r es ar ound her e and w* f eel  eat eb-

11 shed. I  coul d move t o t he sout h s i de but  I t ' s no »i *e f or  

Chet  to wat t e Z hour s a day i n or der  t o commut e. I f  we had an ext r a 

l oom i n t hi s apar t ment , br ot her  coul d come out  her e, "¿'hen we 

coul d et ay her e per manent l y . X sor t  o f  hat e t o l eave t hi f  f ami l y I n 

a ws j , uecauae we get  al ong so ni c el y wi t h th© l andl ady , ¿be hat es 

c h i l dxen, uut  she l i k es ¿*andy much and she t al k s t o her  a l l  t he 

t i me, Qur l andl ady has been ver y ki nd t o us . ¿*aat  summer  she used 

t o br i ng us veget abl es f r om her  f ar m j u i t e r egul ar l y . Whenever  ah* 
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goes to t he f ar m now she br i ngs t ack epps and  s e l l s t hem to me  f or  

7* s do sen c heaper  t hen the s t o r es 1 p r i c e . 

" I  get  al ong wi t h t he ot her  peopl e l i v i n r  I n t h i s f cui l di nj ? t oo . 

The occupant s o f  t he f i r s t  f l oo r  ar e r at her  f r i endl y wi t h c s and I'm 

al ways go i ng down t o t a l k t o t he l a d y . I  c o n ' t  ¿¿now t he coupl e i n 

t he f r o nt  f l a t  ver s wel l  as t hey ar e n i ght  wor ker s . Anyway, I  can 

hones t l y say t hat  t her e never  has been any di s c r i mi nat i o n agai ns t  ua 

i n t h i s ho us e. I n f ac t , t h i s whol e d i s t r i c t  i s pr et t y 7006 as no 

one has ment i oned any t h i ng about  our  r ace t o us, unl ess t hey ask us 

I n a c ur i ous wsy . «hen I  f i r s t  came out  her e, I  ver y uneasy 

aoout  my po s i t i o n , uU t  I  never  wor r j . about  t hat  anymor e. A l o t  o f  

i t  has t o QO wi t h hav i ng a chi l d as most  of  t he peopl e ar ound her e 

seem t o l i n e Sandy so much, ¿ h a t ' s how we s?et  ac quai nt ed wi t h t hem. 

Thi s i s a f ami l j  d i s t r i c t  anyway and a l o l  of  Ger mane l i v e ar ound 

her e. £fcey ar e i nc l i ned t o be mor e sympat het i c because a l ot  o f  

t hem s uf f er ed dur i ng t he f i r t̂  war . A number  o f  ¿ i i honj l n have 

moved i nt o t hi ; d i s t r i c t  but  t hey hav en ' t  caused any c r owdi ng at  

«11. Afeen I  f i r s t  moved i nt o t h i s ar ea, t her e wer e onl y £ ot her  HI -

ho n j l n f ami l i es , i i nc e t hen about  10 f ami l i es have moved i n* The> 

axe most l y â l i f o r n i s ne so X d o n ' t  know t hem ver y we l l . 

"At  f i r s t  1 f e l t  ver y s ens i t i v e about  ot her  J Uf eonj l na movi ng 

i nt o t h i s d i s t r i c t , but  I  d o n ' t  mi nd i t  at  al l  anymor e as 1 r ea l i z e 

t hat  i t  do es n ' t  hur t  me. ¿'her e i s n ' t  any danger  o f  gr eat  number s 

movi ng i n because t her e er e f ew houei ncr  v ac anc i es . I  do n ' t  t h i nk a 

J apanes e communi t y coul d ever  spr l ncr  up ar ound her e. X »t i l l  t hi nk 

t hat  i f  t oo many came i n, i t  woul d r ef l ec t  a s i  net  ua but  i t  h as n ' t  

i nf l uenc ed i n tfc> t  way y et . She  di s t r i c t  l a f u l l  o f  ol o Ger man f a-

mi l i es and t her e i s n ' t  much o f  % change over  ar ound her e, so t hat  not  

t oo many f ami l i es c an move i nt o t he ar e©, \  

" ly s i s t er  ai d t r  ̂ t o f i nd an apar t ment  ar ound her e, but  she 
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was not  s uc c es s f u l . My t r o t he r - i n- l aw want ed t o get  a whol e house 

but  t hi s was not  p o s s i b l e , ¿f i nal l y t hey went  down to t he - IU and 

sorae r ec enc i es on 29t h S t . had j us t  come i n so t hey gr abbed i t  up 

i mmedi at el y . f hej  t ook a coupl e o f  t he £ r oom apar t ment s . Mj  ? i ®t er  

WOUI Q l i k e to have a l ar ger  pl ac e as i t  i s t oo cr owded t her e, t ut  

she i i? hop i ng t o r et  a 4-zoom  p l ac e on t he f i r s t  «l ac e . Thej  f eel  

t hat  t hey c a n ' t  m t oo choosey s i nc e t her e i s« such a hous i ng shor t -

age. k l o t  o f  t he J f l sei  have to pt> i nt o t hese 1- r oom faoenekeepi nsr  

p i ec es and t h«t *s not  r ea l l j  a home, f he c h i ef  t r oubl e wi t h moat  of  

t he hous i ng i n Chi c ago i s t hat  t her e ar e t oo many bedbugs . i 'Ma i s 

t he c h i e f  ev i l  o f  Chi c ago , Shar e ar e a l o t  o f  co l or ed peopl e l i v i n g 

ar ound 29t h S t . w&er e my s i s t er  l i v es . I n t he house t hey ar e i n , 

t her e i s a mi j i t ui © of  f i l i p i n o s , Chi nes e, whi t es ena J apanes e, but  

no fie pr o es ar e al l owed, x t hi nk t hey have a po l i o $ agai ns t  t hem. 

But  oo unda ŝ , you can see t he ¿egr oes a l l  s i t t i ng out  on t he f r ont  

pami agsa poxehee and t hey er e r ea l l y get t i ng i nt o t h i s a r e«. 

"I ' m c er t ai n l y gl sd t hat  ± do n ' t  hive f co wor r * a t out  f ami l } r e-

Eet t l ement  l i k e my f r i ends ar c doi nsr . Ify bachel or  br ot her  i s t he 

onl � one l e f t  i n camp now. he had a p l eur i g ; at t ac k so t hat  he has 

been t r yi ng-  t o get  wel l  f o r  t he past  £ y aax* . Be has not  r es et t l ed 

f cefor e because t he aoet o i  adv i s ed hi m t o r es t  a8 I 014: as po s s i b l e as 

he wo u l dn ' t  heve ueen abl e t o do t hat  out  h e i e . My br ot her  m n 

p l anni ng to come out  wi t h my s i s t er  l as t  J une but  t hese p l ans di d 

not  t hr ough, a hat  i s wh* he dec i ded t o r  ems i n i n csmp f or  s 

whi l e l o nger , How t hat  peopl e ar e l eav i n r  mor e r ap i d l y , he want ® t o 

r es et t l e . X t ol a him  t hat  he uoul d cone her e and s t ay wi t h us tem-

po r ar i l y . He mi  rhfc Le aul a t o get  a cheap s l eepi ng rootu neai t j  ana 

t hen he coul d have h i e me t i l e her e. 

"A l l  t he r es t  o f  my f ami l y i s ot .t  o f  t he cent er  no «. Mj  o l des t  

br ot her  i s do i nf  c ens o r s hi p wor k at  Bi smar k but  he want s t o come t o 
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Chi c ago now as h© do es n ' t  11 ke a l l  of t he t r oubl e- maker s i n the I n-

t er nment  esmp t her e. The ¿ i t e l  and î s e i  t her e t r > t o ma ê h i s wr i t  

al l  t he her der  end t hey do t he oppos i t e o f  ev er y t h i ng t hey ar e sup-

posed t o do. That 1? why he do es n ' t  car e t o r ean I n In t hst  at mospher e 

any l o nger . 

Chat 's ffcmlly i s al l  out of the cent er too, I thi nk t hat i t i s 

bet ter for the peo l e to ret out now thr t they her e the chance. I t 

i s beet ¿for the chi l dr en ss they shoul d mi ngl e wi t h the hakuj i n 

chi l dr en an* not feel  di f f er ent . One of my f r i ends brought n dau*h% 

ter out r ecent l y end the l i t t l e i?lr 1 had forsrotten al l  about hakuj i n 

chi l dr en so that she «as af r ai d of them. Camp l i f e 1« no (¡rood I f I t 

i s r oi ng to do that sor t of thi ng to the young chi l dr en. The .VRA 

says that i t 1̂11 hel p the f ami l i es r eset t l e by l ocat i ng housi ng and 

f i ndi ng f ur ni t ur e. I f they r eal l y do t hat , then the peopl e i n camp 

shoul d have no obj ect i on to l eavi ng, I hope th«t i t i s another one 

of those f al se promi see whi ch used to di st ur b ue too much, 

"A l ot of peopl e say t hat the I s sal  ©re too ol d to ever work 

©pi- in out they ar en't ni l  that anc i ent , I 've seen & number of I asel  

out her e al r eady and they al l  seem to be srettin«? i  i on? al l  rip- ht, 1 

thi ha that the largre f ami l i es wi l l  have the hr r deet time so that 

they des er v e a l ar pe f i nanc i al  assi st ance pr ant from the government 

i f that i s possi bl e, 1 i magi ne that those r eal l y ol d peopl e j ust 

can't come out as they won't be abl e to suppor t themi 'el veF, On top 

of ever yt hi ng, the peopl e «arc BO af r ai d of the out si de because they 

hove teen shel t er ed bj  the government for the past ? year p. I thi nk 

t hat the WBA wi l l  have to keep one or two camps op<n for those who 

f i nd i t i mpossi bl e to l eevs. ±t woul d be pi t i f ul  i f they had to 

l eave the camp and l i ve on r el i ef , 

r,Oui pr esent pl an i s to st aj  on i n Chi cago a for the dur l i on. 

But event ual l y I woul d l i ke to *o to e smal l er t oi n for Tandy's sake. 
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1 uo n' t  I k « a l ar ge c i t y as i t  i s t oo har d f or  c h i l dr en . we war t  

t h i nk i ng of  eroi n  ̂ t gck t o i i eat t l e af t er  t hi ng« got  s et t l ed, t ut  i t  

o e.ends on hous i nr  and jofc p o . e i o i l i  t y . e do n ' t  hay© enj  pr oper t y 

t ack t her e e© t hat  i t  wo ul dn ' t  t e ver y easy f or  u© t o pet  r e l ©c i t ed. 

We c a n ' t  ee movi nr  ar ound i ndef i n i t e l y wi t h c h i l dr en. &tst  A s t i l l  

f eel  t hat  Chi cago i a Dot  t he per manent  pi  aee f or  us# I  al s o woul d 

l i i t e t o move t o a l i t t l e ni gi .er - t oned n e i a . t o n :o o d , I t - i s n ' t  beoai use 

I  f eel  super i o r  t o our  nei ghbor s , cut  I  do n ' t  appr ove o f  aon.s o f  t he 

ways i n whi ch t ney al l ow t hei r  c h i l dr en to r un wi l d . A l ot . o f  t he 

peopl e ar ound her e er e eoai aa and pr o f ane wi t h t hei r  c h i l dr en >nd I  

do n ' t  want  >>andy to ?et  t hat  f r om t hem* «hat  i  woul 1 l i k e <*.:- ula fee 

a house of  iiij  own. 

" I f  i  had a house of  my own, t her e wo- I d be s l o t  mor e f r eedom. 

I D e f l a t , a c hi l d c an 'T EXPRESS i t .«.el f  f r ee l y . *e have to t e con-

si der at e-  o f  t he peonl e l i v i n g bel ow us . ar e &oUyp to have ano-

t her  c h i l e next  l ecemt er  and we hope f or  » t o  ̂ t h i s t i me. I 'd. l i k e 

t o have fit l east Z chi l d r c a, and ĥet  ©ays t hat  th i  t* i s t he s t so-

l ut e l i mi t , he c me frctc a l ar ge f ami l y h i  i f  e l f  and he bad t o sa-

c r i f i c e a l l  t he t i me f or  t he younger  k i ds , he f ee l s t hat  i t  i s n ' t  

f a i r  f or  t he c h i l d r en i f  t hey can' t  a l l  *et  equal  oppo r t uni t i es . I f  

we have too many c h i l dr en , we wo n ' t  t e t i e to f f i ve t he® al l  t hat  

t hey want  or  chot  I d hav e. 

" I  r eal l y ao n' t  wor r y t oo much a t out  C h e t j o b because he S as 

ueen suppor t i n» us l i gh t  al or u . I  f ee l  t hat  he csn al ways pet  some 

xi nd o f  t  j o t . «© i  v en ' t  been do i ng t oo badl y aa - ve have managed 

t o put  as i de a l i t t l e money each mont h and our  expenp s ar e not  t oo 

gr eet . I ' d l i k e t o r et  ahead a l i t t l e mor e, t ut  we c an ' t  t e t oo 

par t i c u l ar . husband i s ver y I nt er es t ed i n h i t  cer at e work-  i n t he 

s al es aepar fci aent  na he t hi nKe t hat  t her e i s a f ut ur e i n i t . Hi s 

boss has ueen r eas s ur i ng hi m t hat  he wi l l  be kept  on af t er  t he war  
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i  f e o v ex . í h a t ' s wh$ Che t  be» r emn i  ned on t he J ob f ox % y ear s as he 

f a l s t haz t he f u t ur e et et ur l  t y i ? mor e i r apor  t ant  t han t hc h i ght r  wär e 

he c>o ab l e l o ®*»¿e el  e e wh «r e . 

" I  con* t  t h i n* ti  ; e t  * wi l l  ever  t e ? o i ne be k t o wor k 8p »i a o a 

i  »a l l  i n ve t hc el  l l á r c n t o t ak e c ar e o f . hv&í ,am¡ doeen* t  Del i  v e 

l u .¿v f.:0 i r ¿. t o wo r * .» m>¿. *e er e i bl e t e ,v.<.- nspc on o i r  totì fsret  

qu i t e we 11 no w. i t  *r  r  i  er  f  o r  me t o f i  «re r< ots t  o tir  e xpen<3 i  t  tir  e e 

am i  ¿now exac t l y what  I  f cs*- e t o epenf l  frora mont h t o mont h. I t  

C O i? ìv f t  i  '.j  

q cot  t  - .120 ct  moi - th f ox es per i t i g l i . ¿hat  i nc l nde* f o o ,̂ 

l ì .pht , üQt ú , xeni , e t o . 0v r  r eer eat l  omí  e x ^n a e I b f r eat er  now aa 

Yté r. ¿ve » e en ent ei l -  i  l ì di ; mor e o f  o t i  f r i en do . f e have- n't  had t oo 

muck o f  f, doc t o r  b i l l  wq $i e f ai r l *. f er al t hy, t ut  l aa t  wi c t ex I  

u m l o t a*.e ¿¿ana«, t o t he doc t o r  «et er e i  t i me? , - ií rfcfc now t o i h o í  us 

heve b * e & go i ng t o t he l l f l t i l f  9t t l t t  o f t  en , I  o c n ' t  r o t o t h© 

t  p 8116: ' -  '5 ent i  et  o t  t i l  bec euee t hej  chor r e t oo n t c h , �> r o t o o ne o f  

t he l i t i gi : uoxnood den t i s t p a m he l i» v t r y r ee sonabl e i n b l e p x i eee. 

" I  - focst  wg .� � end ap r  o;- im« t ei  y <«800 a nont i * t o l i v e m t hat  

wu ai'í -  s t i l l  ai de t o s er e «óoi - t  vßO a mont h. ¿'hat  òoesn* t  «ro ver * 

i  -  x n si i  e t̂ i s ane y o c c er e. áe t r y t o t hi nV. aboat  t«- e f et o r e so 

t hat  vti  h&ve s t ar t t d r, c o l l ege f t md f o r  San* y w < over  100 l e i n 

t u t  i i l i wr .u  ̂ . »e 1 en t o t«jke ove p F r nder  t  i s l ' i net r enee 

po l i c > f o¿ hex so t s.\ - 1 / ex ed&c at l o n wi l l  be ta ¿en e hi e o f . My 

h i s ov n 1 i  f e i n?t r -  nct  pol  i cy bnt  I  l et  mj  I s p ee . One 

>ooo U,i t j f  i t  t í :st  -  e not  t  � ve any 3 ar r e öebt f ? t o woxr > et i OM. 

i  der  ' t  t h i  t  k t hr  t  " ĥet  wi l l  l oet  b i s J OD, I  i ma« i ne 

t i at  üiati  ̂ ß i f e i  1 111 3OÍ - e t h f i r  p c p i t l o n «nd mai i y mor e wi l l  r et  

ö r ae t i c ws.ge r 'ed t- cti  ons a f t er  t hc £- t»t  - hec êel ? t f ;«t  M.e uu-

tOt. o b i l e t uei r &HB wi l l  gret  e ven mor e pxoeper oue f xom now on so t r a t  

¿.i e wöt  efc � o n ' t  t e c i t  et  a l l  t n l ees t he, e i e a /Í ej ox depxeeei o í . . 

x.ut  we s i e fat i l i  t x î  nr  t o si  ve ©r? mt eh «s? po eai b l e j ee t  i n cape --ve 
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do har e an emer gency per i od o f  un esi pl Cynent . Chet  c oul d go wor k i n 

anot her  gazs f e r i ght  now and make bis? money l i k e I ke i . , cut  f ee f eel s 

t hat  h i s j oc 8 .cur  i  t,y i e mor e i mpor t ant . Bes i des I ke t r i es t o xvsh 

t hr our h I if j oc t oo i BUk l j t  as he i f i  money md BO t hat  i aan> of  hi g 

J obs used t o ooaie bf :ck. i t  pays t o go s l o i er  ana t o l i d Bp a r epu-

t at i o n . 

" I ' v e gr âuo l l j  got t en eo s et t l ed down her e Wu»t  I ' m even used 

t o Chi cago now, i  do n ' t  car e f or  t he we«t her  or  t he d i r t y s t r eet s , 

t ut  one c a n ' t  t e t oo choosey* L as t  y ear , i  wa ver y di  s t r obed about  

l i v i n g i n Chi c ago end X hat ed i t  cut  I 'm get t i ng ovex i t  no * , i  

t hi nk tfc i t  ay s o c i a l  ad j u e t ^u t s have ceen «.oxe compl et ed anc t hat  

c o nt x i c ut es to ay gr eat er  sense ox bei ng © par t  o f  t h i s Chi c ago 

nei ghbor hood* Anot her  t h i ng i s t hat  my s i s t er  i s out  her e now so 

t hat  I  do n ' t  f eel  qui t e afc i s o l at ed f r om t he f at al l y i ?roup anymor e. 

"Chet  and 1 do n ' t  bel ong t o ana? o r pani zat  i ons y et , cut  we have 

pl ent y of  t hi ngs to do t o occupy our  t i me, **e t o ac c s s i o nel l y t o 

t he Met hodi s t  c hur c h. A number  o f  J apanese go t her e f or  t he eveni ng 

f el l o ws h i p as a J apanes e mi ni s t er  c onduc t s i t . I  onl * so t o t he 

mor ni uf  s er v i c e, ¿hat  hev , Dude i s do i ng a l o t  f ox t he Ni s e i  out  

her e, he ueed t o come t o my hOuee a l l  t he l i ne. He want ed el l  o f  

t he ¿oun  ̂ f f l sei  coupl es t o a t ar t  at t endi ng chur ch so t hat  t hey coul d 

r eal l y f ee l  t hey wexe a par t  o f  t he communi t y. whenever  he hear s o f  

an} Ni s e i  or  I f *eel  mov i nr  i nt o t he d i s t r i c t , he goes* and pays a home 

v i s i t  on t hem and he t r i es t o encour age t hem t o come to h i s chur ch» 

Chfct  i s a l ap't i s t  eo t het  - ev . Dude do es n ' t  pr es s hi s«. A fe*-  o f  t he 

Bt af l dhi st s out  i n t h i s ar ea even s t ar t ed t o go t o t hat  Chr i s t i an 

c huxc h. 

"Ther e ar e ©boat  20 or  30 l i h o n j i n who r o t o t he omi t s*? ser -  . 

v i c es an I  under s t and t hat  a t out  t wi ce t hat  number  go to t he even-

i ng s er v i c e , ¿¡.e Cauc as i an member s o f  t he c hur c h ar e ver � f r i endl y 
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to them. At the ¿,und&> eveni ng f el l owshi p, th@$ mi x i n ^i t e wel l . 

-  cv. !>ude can,© over to my pl ace l ast week wi t h a l̂ efei  gi r l . They 

were t r i al  t i ng al l  of the Hi h o n j i n f ami l i es wi t b chi l dr en around her e 

t o aak i f  we want ed t o s t ar t  t hem I n Sunday Sc ho o l . I  t hi nk t hat  X 

wi l l  wai t  f or  s i * mor e month« bef or e I  send Sand «̂ Chet doesn't car e 

what  chur ch I  a end her  t o as I o n * as we pet  her  s t ar t ed as he t hi nks 

a r e l i g i o ns l i f e i s ood f or  her  and t her e i s n ' t  any danger  t hat  

� anu  ̂ wi l l  ever  s?et  t oo f anat i c about  i t . f ancy wo n ' t  be s t ar t i ng 

publ i c school  f or  © uov- pl e of  year s 4i *f et  now she i s get t i ng 

at  t he age wher e she i s v er * c ur i ous aeout  ev er y t hi ng i q 1 have to 

spend h a l f  t he day ans wer i ng a l l  o f  her  ques t i o ns . - he want ® t o 

l ear n a l o t  o f  t hi ngs so I  t r y t o be pat i ent  wi t h her . i  f ee l  
her  

t hat  i t  i s beat  t o enc o ur age/ a l l  t hat  I  c an. r ec ent l y she got  i nt er -

er t ec i n t y l n« her - shoes but  she had e har d t i me l ac i ng t hem. That  

i e why I  have t o f i x her  shoes about  10 t i mes a day . he l i k es to 

pl a  ̂ wi t h (¿f eet 's t ool s t oo and w© al l ow her  to do t hat  as I OOR as 

s he OOTI& not  ge t  t oo DE ST RUCT I VE . I  t h i nk t het  t he r eas o n why PO 

man} f l i s i  axe so i nhi bi t s i n because t hei r  Xssei  par ent s suppr essed 

them t oo mucfe as c h i l dr en so t hat  t hey had t o be û i et  ae a mouse 

a l l  t he t i me. On t op of  t hat  t hey feaa t o l ear n J apanes e f i r s t  so 

t hat  t he* s t ar t ed out  i n t he puul i c school  wi  t o a t er r i f i c handi c ap 

ana t he  ̂ got  i n f er i o r i t y f ee l i n gs . 

"Chet  and i  have not  t aught  Sandy any J apanese at  e l l . «e ne-

v er  epoJ ce J apanes e out  her e unt i l  my K i bei  s i s t er  and her  mot her - i n-

l aw cam© out . «0 went  t o v l e i t  t hem l es t  Sunds  ̂ and my s i s t e r ' s 

mot her - i n- l aw t al ked t o Sandy i n J apanes e. Sandy j us t  l ooked at  her  

i n gr eat  pt t i f el eaent  ana t hen l oo*ea at  ue f o r  an exp l anat i o n. 

s i s t e r ' s mot her - I n- l aw f ee l s t hat  we must t eac h her  J apanese but  Chet 

and i  have dec i ded t hat  we won' t  f o r c e i t  upon her  at  a i l  uecaut se 

she wi l l  onl > get  behi nd i n t he puu l i c school  i f  she has t o l ear n t wo 
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di f f er ent l anruasres. She woul dn't have a chance to pl ay l i ke the 

other ki ds i f she had to ?o to e spec i al  J apanese lansruasre c l ass. 

I f she pi cks up a few words i t ' s okay cut we c an' t t esch hex. /hat ' s 

t he me o f  i t t A l ot of the l Usel  studi ed i t for year s and i t ' s 

r ea l l y no necessar y. I coul dn't teach Seady sny J apanese. I f Sandy 

want s to l ear n i t  l s t er  on, I t wi l l  be up t o her . I j ust want  her  

t o be as normal  a® p o s s i b l e end I  do n ' t  want  t o do an t̂ h i n* that i s 

f Oi ae t o make her r ace c o ns c i o us . I  f eel  t hat  the l i t t l e chi l dr en 

now wo n ' t  need t o know the ¿ »panos e I snj r t j pne f cj  t he t i me t hej  ar e 

pr own up anyway. I t ' j us t  t oo her d t o ©ci te her  P- O t o £ d i f f er en t  

s c hoo l s end i t  " i l l  onl j  c o nf us e her . Ci s t  went  to t he J epaneps l an-

fuapre school  f o r  about  8 j eer s and he c a n ' t  r ead or wr i t© i t and he 

har dl y speeds t he 1 s aga* ore* I t ' s not  wor t h al l  that e f f o r t . 

" I  hi. ve no i nt ent i o ns o f  ever  go in-  to J apea t o l i v e and I ' m 

sur e t hat  ¿¿and., wo n' t  be i nt er es t ed as she wi l l  be even ¿¡.ore meri -

c ani zed t han 1 coul d ever hope to be. I  do n ' t  wor r y about  mi  not  

f cavi np Amer i can c i t i z ens h i p anymor e s s peopl e do n 't ask me f o r  any 

paper st . I  j ust sey t hat  I  am a c l t i t e a i f t he., ask and 1 l et i t r© 

at  t hat , i t  eur e di d wor r y me rchon I  f i r s t  came out  her e though but 

f ct 's not  i mpor t ant  anymor e« 

" I  f ee l  t hat  my s oc i al  adj ust ment  i s ?rood enough and i t ' s not  

es s ent i a l  t o j o i n a l o t  of  c l u bs . I  do n ' t  appr ove o f  a l l  t hose J a-

panese c l ubs as t her e ar e aaay Cauc as i an c i r c s al r eady es t abl i s hed 

t hat  f i i sei  can go i n t o , i f  t hey j us t  have J apanes e c l ubs out  her e, 

t he$ wi l l  j us t  pet  seerre  ̂ ated a l l  t he mor e. I ' m not  i nt er es t ed i n t he 

at al l  beoaaee I  d o n ' t t h i nk t hat  i t  t oes much pood. I  do n ' t  

t h i nk ver > M f h l j  o f  i t s l eader s an* I  hav en ' t  seen anybody net t i ng 

an$ benef i t s out  o f  t hat  c l ub ;yet . I t hi nk t hat  i t  i s bet t er  f or  the 

l i s e i  t o pl  t  wel l  es t ab l i s hed i n t he hak uj i n communi t i es . 

f , I  no t i c e i n t he P ac i f i c Ci t l s t t a wher e a l l  t he J  ACL chapt er s 
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ar e go i ng i n f ox t hat  i nai »f er al  t a l l  and al l  t hose t h i ngs t hat  t he* 

d i d on t he c oas t * Chet  do eaan ' t  l i k e i t  at  a l l  because he t hi n ice 

t hat  i t  mk t B I n* J i i sei  «11 t he i aor e c l i  j u i s h . That *® wh* he r e-

f used t o j o i n t he c hapt er  out  i n ¿Seat t l e, Be f ee l s t hat  now a l et o r  

uni on woul d be o f  much gr a&t er  benef i t  t o M a t hat  t o j o i n i ng a se-

gr egat ed «UCL 

have o ver ,v s t r ong l i k i n g f o i  oui  ¿ i s e i  f r i enae , bet  wt  have 

never  at t ended an$ of  t he l i i sei  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s out  her e. I  j us t  

her e no des i r e at  a l l  t o at t end t hen. Back i n Seat t l e , 1 UF E C t o P- O 

t o a l o t  of  t he Hi s e i  danc es ana chi nk not hi ng o f  i t , i ut  now i  f ee l  

t hat  i t  do es n ' t  *oo much of  an e f f o r t  br eak awa$ f r om such 

l i mi t ed pr ac t i c ed and 1 amen pr ef er  t o go t o a publ i c bal l r oom. 

f r i eno s t e l l  ae t hat  at  t he J Si sei  danc es t hat  s t ags ar e al ways get -

t i ng f r es h ana c aus i ng t r o ubl e, i  do n ' t  f ee l  t hat  such i s o l at ed 

s oc i al  s . i f ai r e ar e nec es s ar y at  a l l . 

" I ' v e made 4 bi t e a nuu&er  of  Cauc as i an f r i ends out  her e aut  1 

do n ' t  go awot t  i t  de l i ber a t e l y . I  have x&> g i s e i  f r i ends t oo. Our  

¿- roup of  per sonal  f r i ends i s composed of  ar ound 10 oi  15 peopl e, but  

we ¿l ave never  a i l  got t en t oget her  at  one t i me. I  v i s i t  some o f  

ol a Seat t l e f r i end« about  once a week , ¿her e ar e © f ew out  on t he 

west  ei ae t hat  we eee o c c as i o na l l y . Ot her  t han t hat , we onl  ̂ v i s i t  

our  f r i ends once i n a gr eat  wh i l e , ¿her e »r e a f ew Cauc as i an 

f r i ends i n t he nei ghbor hood who v i s i t  bac k and f or t h wi t h us . j *v e 

met  some of  t hem i n t he s t o r es and t hey ,..ade t he f i r s t  move t o 

me t o come over  f or  c o f f ee , f he* ar e a l l  gr eat  c o f f ee dr i nk er s , but  

I  have s t ar  t ea t he t ea dr i nk i ng pr ac t i c e wi t h *osi e o f  t he a . '̂ e v i s i t  

seen ot her  i . for i *«. i l ; . «e have dona some s oc i al  ac t i v i t i es t oget her . 

'Chet  a l s o c r i nge some of  h i s Cauc as i an f r i ends froni  t he shop 

up t o v i s i t  us . ¿l ost  of  our  l i s e i  f r i ends ar e t he ones we ¿.new f r om 

t he cOf t £� ¿'i s . ot  par t i c u l ar l y ac t i v e t o sseet  ¿¿oi e ¿»i sei , but  I  
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do n ' t  go out  o f  iuy way t o av o i d t hem. I  f ee l  t hat  our  l i v es ar e 

f a i r l y f u l l  and 1 do n ' t  have any sense o f  i s o l a t i o n at  a l l , I ' v e 

hear d t hat  some of  t he Hi  sai  l ead er a out  her e ©r e al ways poi ni r  t o 

t he s oc i al  agenc i es >ind t e l l i n g t hem how l onel y t he Hi s et  ar e I n 

or der  t o get  mor e J apanese c l ubs s t ar t ed . I  do n ' t  t hi nk t hat  t i l t -  i s 

t r ue at  a l l . My f r i end a a l l  have t hei r  c i r c l e s . Ther e mo. t  be 

acme t hi n* '¿�rang i s t he B i ae i  have t o have a l o t  o f  ot her  Ki r  u i  ar ound 

t he a i n a gr oup, «uout  10 or  16 f r i ends i s at out  a i l  t  sn aver age 

p ex eon can handl e so why s t ar t  a l l  t hose ¿ i r e i  c l ubs ? ?be mar r i ed 

c oupl es he ve mor e o f  t he home i n t er es t  and t hay ar e even l e ¿ss an ...i o uè 

t o j o i n ni  Si t  i  e l u t s . I ' v e never  hear d any o f  mj  f x i  end a saj  t hat  

t f cej  wi sh t her e waa a J apanese c l ue t hat  t hey coul d ¿?o t o . I  know 

t hat  t hej  wo u l dn ' t  even bot her  t o j o i n such t hi ngs '¿ven i f  t hey - ere 

o r gani zed, ¿¿oat  o f  f r i ends J ust  r i s i  i  t ac k an f o r t h i n t hei r  

own c i r c l e . >nce i n a whi l e e f ew c oupl ea get  t oget her  «i t i  us end 

we out  t o d i nner  end a show. But  t hi s i s not ver ;» o f t en as I  

al ways have t o get  somebody i n to Mi t fch 3andy ea 1 o an ' t  l eav e her  

her e a l l  a l o ne. 

"..hen I  s t op t o t hi nk o f  i t , i  r e a l i ; do n ' t  i av e t oo much l ei -

s ur e t i me, - «e do a l o t  of  f i c t i o n r ead i er  when we c »n pet  t he l ook s 

f r om t he l i b r a r y . i  saw j u i t e a t i t  and J  have .¡,.|Di  l et t er e t o an-

swer . I  us ual l y t ake Sandy out  f or  s w®. k about  once a day . ¿ f t e r  

el l  o f  my housewor k and s hoppi ng ar e f i n i s hed, t he dr y i ; pr et t y 

much over . I n t he ev eni ngs we l i s t en t o the r adi o , p i a} car ds ano 

r ead t he paper s . Cxi  et  l e t s mo t eat  ni  a* i n e r ds so I ' l l  k eep - l ad-

i ng. I 'i i . net  vcr  ̂ i nt er es t ed i n po l i t i c s t ut  Oh et  t r i es t o ¿eep m 

i nf or med, i i e never  set s ver y heat ed about  po l i t i c s tl  o t gh. 

HUow t hat  t he f e l l  w©r  if-  agai ns t  J apan* 1 do n ' t  t hi c k t h»t  i t  

wi l l  bucome mor e unpl eas ant  f or  t e . I  expec t  t hat  t he f eel i ngs wi l l  

r i s e t ut  I  am not  so a f * i d o f  i t  anymor e ©s m -  sen: to t e wal l  
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accept ed i n thi s nei ghbor hood. I ust d to dread i t ver > at tch tut 

¿hat was f eeeause i  ui un' t chi nk wt* woul d har e t hi s present accept ance. 

I 'm hopi ng that that t he wax wi l l  be over pxet t j  soon. J apan j us t  

doesn't have a chance anymore. I u&ed to be af r ai d of the dr af t more 

but uow that Chet has teeu r ef er r ed anu put i n I don't von  ̂

about i t . x uUn* that i t wi l l  be pr et t *%har d for these to be 

aeut to the ¿out h Pac i f i c though. fhose J apanese sol di er s woul d 

r eal l y mi st r eat them i f they wer«a capt ur ed. 

"I haven't changed my st t i t Bde about the J apanese mi l i t ar y i?ov~ 

erument . X nave no sympathy for i t and i  thi nk that i t i s t et t er for 

them to l c el i mi nat ed, i  have no i nt er est in J  apatt even i f I have 

J apanese c i t i zenshi p and I can't te a oi t i xen her e. I don't feel  any 

clots tor i dent i f i ed to J apan than to an} for ei gn count r y. I do feel  

sorry for ohe common peopl e over there ae they are* the ones who suf fer 

*nd i  don't t hi nk that the* were par t i cul ar l y i n favor of thi s war . 

1 don't hate the J apanese peopl e as the} were forced to go to war by 

the mi l i t ar y too. i  j ust can't come out and 'aey that I hate al l  

J apanese even i f I haven't sympathy for t hei r government . 

"X j ust f eel  that i  want to l i ve In peaoe i n t hi e country and 

that Che t wi l l  hi ve a feir chance to make a l i vinsr for a pr owi n* fa-

mi l y. iej f.ocracy i « a pr et t y wood t hi n* through. I 've benef i t ed uy 

i t . I nave al most the ea ê pr i vi l eges a a any Amer i can ci  t i aen. I 

woul d feel  more secure i f l  had the c i t i zenshi p papers though. Be-

cause that #oul a hel p to make ae f eel  more l i ke the other peopl e. I 

have i nt snt i ons of l i vi ng i n thi e country for the r est of my l i f e «o 

i  em al l  for i t . i f  i  ever get a chance to beeome a c i t i zen, I ' l l  

aw e the papers out i n e hur r y. 1 wonaer i f the povernaent wi l l  

ever permi t the l ssei  to pet  ci i t i zenehi p i n thi e count ry? 

'How chat ± tni nk of i t , evacuat i on hss af fect ed my l i f e much 

ihOXki than I at f i r st f ul t . Back on the C oast we were pret ty set t l ed 
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end we ev en had p l ans to % home I n t he fl tuberfee« *e wot I d heve 

t een r eal  s et t l ed by now ut i t was s ni ce dr eam. wer e maki ng 

pr et t y i ?ocd mone} f cefor e t he m r  t oo and we t hought  t h«t  i f  I  shoul d 

wo£j l  for a f ew mor e ¿esr B we woul d Le af cl e to own our own home and 

t hen et ar t  ¡ r ai s i ng t he f ami l y . I  t houpht  sor e t hat  a l l  o f  t he ho pes 

wer e cmt ahed when t he ev enc uat i en came a l o ng , but  no* i  f e e l  t hat  we 

have gBi Uf sd a l o t  o f  gxount Ss t>a.o&* e have t een an oppor t uni t y 

t o ee© much mor e o f  uaer i c a and r ^a l i ^e what  a l a r ge c ount r y i t  i s . 

I  J cnow ¿hat  we d i d n ' t  l i k e t he wa* t he J apanes e peopl e ac t ed i n osmp 

so t h a t ' s wh$ we wer e anx i o us t o l eav e . BacJ c i n «e a t t i e , i  t hou,at  

f canj ? o f  t he J apanes e wer e s uper i o r  t o me, t ut  when we r ot  t o oamp I  

r ea l i s t  t hat  t hey wer e no t et t er  t han us. e have l ear ned t hat  

A. ex l oans c an oe f ood t o us and t hat  we have a c hanc e e ên t hough i t  

¡aarf  be har d � «6 a t i l l  hav,. some i naec u r i t j  as we c a n ' t  p l an t oo f ar  

i nt o t he f u t u r e . ;$ hope? ar e not  j f ui t e o p t i mi s t i c ee t hey wer e 

bef o r e t he <ar , but  1 t hi nk t her e i s © - oca ch. nee. I t  d o es n ' t  c oat  

me an t̂ hi nsr  t o mafce aome p l ans f or  t he f ut ur e end -  *ra p r et t y s ur e 

t hat  » l ar at  par t  o f  t hem wi l l  come t r ue . I t  i s a c hal l enge t o l i v e 

anyway and we ar t  ge t t i n g p l eat * o f  i t  now, I  t h i nk th? t  we have 

gr own up and mat ur ed I n many we>s . We d i d n ' t  f a l l  t o p i ec es a t  t he 

t i me o f  ev ac uat i o n and we coul d hav e cone t hat  vex;, e a s i l y , 

K i r e i  cp.me t hr ough i n t hi s r es pec t  and onl j ? a emai l  per c ent age s i gned 

up f or  r ep a t r i a t i o n , f het  i & e l i t t l e hope f or  t he f ut ur e and I ' m 

s ur e t hat  a f t e r  t h l f  war  t her e a i ĥ t  ce an ev en gr eat er  ac c ept anc e 

of t hem even t f couph j o bs no doubt  wi l l  be s c ar c er . I t  a l l  depend a 

on how good a r eput at i o n t hey ar e m e U m no w.* 


