
Rel ocat i on i n Mi l waukee 
J an. 2, 1944 
Susk i  

Comi ng f r om a l l  par t s of  t he P ac i f i c Coas t , t he 150 r el ocat ee 

i n Mi l waukee, Wi sc ons i n, have a cooper at i ve, qui et , har d- wor ki ng 

gr oup whi ch i s abl e t o get  t oget her  whenever  t her e i s a need f or  a 

meet i ng or  a s oc i al . The WRA o f f i c e and t he Y*7CA wor k c l osel y 

t owar d t h i s end. 

Sumi  Shi nozak i , a f or mer  Seat t l e g i r l , i s wor k i ng i n t he V/RA 

o f f i c e. She i s one of  t he ac t i ve n i s ei  i n Mi l waukee. She l i v es 

at  t he home of  a Caucas i an mi ni s t er . Mi ss Shi nozak i  i s c l osel y 

assoc i at ed wi t h Maki  I c hi y as u, f or mer l y secr et ar y of  t he J apanese 

YWCA i n Los Angel es who has j o i ned t he Mi l waukee YWCA s t af f  as 

ass i s t ant  Gi r l  Reser ves sec r et ar y . 

Mi ss I c hi yasu wor ks wi t h t he hi gh school  g i r l s 1 gr oup and 

has pr oven her s el f  i nval uabl e to t he Mi l waukee YWCA. Not  onl y t he 

s t af f  member s, but  a l l  of  t he gi r l s i n t he G.R . c l ubs l i k e Mi ss 

I chi yasu ver y much. She i s wel l  s at i s f i ed wi t h her  wor k at  t he 

!tY?T. Bot h t he WRA o f f i c e and Mi ss I chi yasu have a l i s t  of  a l l  

r el ocat ees i n Mi l waukee- , maki ng communi cat i on anon t he r es et t l e ŝ 

100 per  cent  pos s i bl e. 

Accor di ng t o Mi ss I chi yasu t her e ar e 150 r es et t l er s i n Mi l -

waukee and i t s i mmedi at e v i c i n i t y . Thei r  ages r ange f r om i nf ant s 

t o about  40. Ther e ar e some 70 n i s ei  whose ages r ange f r om 20 

and o l der . Two n i s ei  g i r l s .ar e known t o be at t endi ng t he publ i c 

hi gh school . Ther e ar e a f ew enr o l l ed i n co l l eges i n Mi l waukee. 

A gr eat  number  of  n i s ei  ar e wor k i ng as domest i cs , some ar e 

doi ng par t  t i me wor k and at t endi ng c o l l ege, however , t he maj or i t y 

of  t hi s gr oup ar e wor ki ng f u l l  t i me as domest i cs . Ther e ar e a f ew 

g i r l s wor ki ng i n gener al  o f f i c e and sec r et ar i al  wor k. The men 

h 
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have odd j obs f r om l abor er s t o l abor at or y t ec hni c i ans 1 and engi -

neer  des i gner s* j obs whi l e a f ew ar e doi ng domest i c wor k, ĥe 

l ar ges t  number  of  ni sei  i n one pl ant  i s t he F i r es t one St or es , I nc . 

whi ch has ei ght  ni sei  as c l er k s , maki ng over  ol d t i r es , et c . The 

ot her s ar e scat t er ed i n anot her  t i r e company, pr i nt i ng concer ns 

and ot her  p l ac es . 

Housi ng i s a pr obl em f o r  t he ni s ei  i n Mi l waukee as i t  i s i n 

ot her  c i t i es . Fur ni shed apar t ment s ar e pr ac t i c al l y i mposs i bl e t o 

f i nd. Many of  t he n i s ei  coupl es and f ami l i es ar e l i v i ng i n un-

f ur ni shed houses and f l at s , ver y f ew l i ve i n unf ur ni shed apar t -

ment s. Thi s has br ought  on t he added expense of  buyi ng f ur ni t ur e. 

Thi s i s a pr obl em whi ch has t o be' ser i ousl j r  cons i der ed by t hose 

t hi nk i ng o.. r es et t l i ng i n Mi l waukee as f ur ni shed apar t ment s and 

houses ar e pr ac t i c al l y n i l . 

Ther e i s one ni s ei  coupl e wi t h a chi l d who wer e abl e t o f i nd 

hous i ng at  Par k Lawn Feder al  Hous i ng P r o j ec t . The WRA seems t o 

have a wor ki ng agr eement  wi t h t he hous i ng pr o j ec t  and a ni s ei  can 

get  i nt o t he pr o j ec t  i f  he i s doi ng war  wor k. The r es et t l er  i s 

ass i gned t o an apar t ment  accor di ng t o t he s i ze of  hi s f ami l y and 

he pays r ent  accor di ng t o t he s i ze o f  h i s i ncome. Al l  of  t he 

houses i n t hi s pr o j ec t  ar e unf ur ni shed however , each uni t  has a 

st ove and r ef r i ger at o r  and al l  u t i l i t i es ar e pai d f or  by t he pr o-

j ec t . 

Anot her  ni sei  coupl e f ound hous i ng i n a pr i vat e hous i ng pr o-

j ect  whi ch j us t  compl et ed a gr oup of  houses and f l at s . Then t her e 

ar e t wo ot her  coupl es , each wi t h one c hi l d, who ar e shar i ng a two-

st or y f ur ni shed house. They .c ons i der  t hemsel ves l ucky t o f i nd an 

unf ur ni shed house i n t he bet t er  d i s t r i c t . i i t h t wo f ami l i es shar -
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i ng expenses , i t  i s cut  down qui t e a bi t . The two coupl es get  

al ong because t he two wi ves ar e s i s t er s . 

Mi ss I c h i y as u, her  s i s t er - i n- l aw and t he l at t er T s i  i f ant  son 

and t he s i s t er - i n- £awf s s i s t er  and her  f ami l y of  t hr ee l i v e on t he 

t hi r d f l oor  o f  a huge mansi on owned by t he Chapmans, owner  of  t he 

best  depar t ment  st or e i n Mi l waukee. They ar e, mor e or  l es s , car e-

t aker s of  t he house, al t ho t hey do not  have t he c l ean t he f i r s t  

two f l oor s whi ch ar e occupi ed by t he Publ i c Heal t h Nur se Ser v i c e. 

These two f l oor s ar e used as headquar t er s f or  t hi s o r gani zat i on 

and f or  c l assr ooms f o r  nur ses and nur s eTs ai ds . 

As t he house i s unoccupi ed i n t he eveni ngs , Mi ss I chi yasu and 

her  i n- l aws j ust  have t o wat ch t he house i n t he eveni ngs . I t  i s a 

ver y good set - up f or  t he gr oup wher e t her e ar e two babi es , one i s 

about  ei ght  mont hs ol d and t he ot her  about  16 mont hs o l d. Bot h 

chi l dr en ar e ver y qui et  and ar e not  af r ai d o f  s t r anger s . Mi ss 

I chi yasu and her  s i s t er - i n- l aws can use t he l ar  e r ecept i on r oom 

f or  s oc i al s i n t he eveni ngs . 

Mi ss I chi yasu has her  own o f f i c e at  t he I WCA, whi ch has a 

f i ve- st or y bui l di ng j ust  o f f  t he mai n bus i ness d i s t r i c t . Al l  of  

t he f ac i l i t i es o f  t he r ,Y", whi ch i nc l udes a t hr ee- l ane bowl i ng 

al l ey , gymnasi um, swi mmi ng poo l , c l ub r ooms and an audi t or i um ar e 

avai l abl e t o t he n i s e i . I t  i s Mi ss I c h i y as u f s pl an to get  t he 

ni sei  t o par t i c i pat e mor e i n t he TTY" ac t i v i t i es . 

So f ar  t her e have been no j o i nt  ac t i v i t y wi t h Caucas i an 

gr oups, however , t her e i s a s t r ong po s s i b i l i t y t hat  t he women wi l l  

gr adual l y wor k t hemsel ves i nt o t he Caucas i an soc i et y t hr ough t he 

YWCA. 

Thr ough t he ef f o r t s o f  t he WRA a commi t t ee of  f i ve r es et t l er s 



was appoi nt ed whose dut y i s t o ar r ange var i ous s oc i al  ac t i v i t i es 

and t o see t hat  t he r es i dent s can get  t oget her  once i n a whi l e 

f or  s o c i al  pur poses . Thei r  pr esent  pl ans cal l  f or  one soc i al  a 

mont h. 

The f i r s t  of  t hese soc i al s was hel d i n November  i n a soc i al  

cent er  near  the Negr o sec t i on. Some 120 per sons , i nc l udi ng chi l d-

r en, at t ended t he par t y whi ch was hel d on a r ai ny eveni ng. I t  was 

a l i t t l e d i f f i c u l t  t o handl e t he whol e cr owd "because of  t he wi de 

r ange i n ages , f r om chi l dr en t o n i s ei  coupl es i n t hei r  l at e t hi r -

t i es . Ev i dent l y a l ar ge number  of  t hese peopl e came t o t hi s 

soc i al  to see who el se was i n Mi l waukee. 

The second soc i al  was hel d about  t he mi ddl e of  December  at  

t he YWCA. I t  was l i mi t ed t o t he o l der  n i s e i . Thi s soc i al  went  

over  much bet t er . Anot her  soc i al  ac t i v i t y f or  t he ol der  n i s ei  was 

a di nner  par t y hel d at  t he YT7C., on December  50. Maki  I chi yasu was 

i n char ge. She was as s i s t ed by Peggy Tsuc hi ya, Sumi  Shi nozak i , 

-  r s . Al i c e Sakemi , Mr s. Sumi  Kashi wagi  and Mr s . L i l y Kat aoka. 

Al t hough 23 r eser vat i ons wer e made, onl y 18 showed up. 

Thi s same gr oup, wi t h t he addi t i on of  about  15 ot her s wer e 

at  Maki  I c h i y as u 's home on New.Y ear ' s ni ght  f or  an i nf or mal  par t y . 

Gr oup games wer e pl ayed and pr i zes gi ven out . Ref r eshment s f or  

t he eveni ng wer e J apanese-  i n nat ur e, noodl es and osushi  al t hough 

t he desser t  was Amer i can. 

The coi r mi t t ee sel ect ed by t he - HA i s known as t he r el ocat i on 

commi t t ee. Member s of  t hi s gr oup i nc l ude. Maki  I c hi y as u, Fr emont  

Ogawa, Henr y Sakemi , Sumi  Shi nozak i  and Peggy Tsuc hi ya. They 

mi meogr aphed a pamphl et  on Mi l waukee, gi v i ng i nf or mat i on on 

pl aces t o see, pl aces t o eat , empl oyment  oppor t uni t i es and pr e-
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va v ai l i ng wages , a map of  t he downt own bus i ness d i s t r i c t , "bus 

t er mi nal s and t r ai n depot s , hot el s and t hei r  pr i c es and names 

and t el ephone» number s of  per sons who can be cont ac t ed. Thi s 

commi t t ee mi meogr aphed 500 copi es of  t hi s pamphl et  and sent  t hem 

t o al l  t he r el oc at i on cent er s . They pr oved ver y popul ar  and t hey 

r ecei ved r equest s f o r  mor e c opi es . Thi s coni mi t t ee pl ans t o i s sue 

anot her  pamphl et  i n t he near  f ut ur e. 

The n i s ei  r oup I  saw i n Mi l waukee seem t o be congeni al , 

har d wor k i ng and r eady t o cooper at e i n var i ous ac t i v i t i es . Ther e 

seems t o be no j eal ousy o f  pos i t i on or  home ev i dent  among t hem as 

t he gr oup seemed ver y cooper at i ve. They al l  seemed t o be gl ad 

t hat  t hey r es et t l ed i n Mi l waukee. Some of  t he n i s ei  sai d t hat  t he 

Caucas i ans s t ar ed at  t hem at  f i r s t  but  now t hey don't  f eel  eyes 

on t hem as bef or e. The ni s ei  get  al ong ver y wel l  at  nei ghbor hood 

s t or es and ar e r api dl y beconWbng par t  of  t he communi t y. 

Ver y f ew of  t hem go t o chur ch as y et . The Kashi wagi s and 

I sodas at t end t he nei ghbor hood Bapt i s t  chur ch. Mr s . Kashi wagi  

and Mr s . I soda wi l l  par t i c i pat e i n a sk i t  t o be pr esent ed at  t he 

chur ch on J anuar y 14. They «i l l  pr esent  a scene i n Sant a Ani t a 

Assembl y Cent er  when t wo bapt i s t  mi ss i onar y wor ker s v i s i t ed t hem. 

Thr ough t hei r  conver sat i on t hey wi l l  r el at e exper i ences of  t hei r  

l i f e i n t he assembl y cent er . 

I  at t ended t he St . Leo Cat hol i c Chur ch i n t he nor t her n par t  

o f  t he c i t y . Al t hough no one .wel comed me wi t h open ar ms, I  d i dn ' t  

f eel  t oo conspi cuous bei ng t he onl y J apanese i n t he chur ch. I  di d 

f eel  eyes on me but  I  have got t en used t o t hat  f or  as an adul t  I  

have al ways at t ended Caucas i an chur ches , except  i n camp. 
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We ar e gl ad you ar e t hi nki ng of  coming 
t o Mi l waukee. That  i s why we have 
pr epar ed t hi s bookl et , t o gi ve you a 
f ew poi nt er s. Read i t ; use i t ; keep 
i t  f or  r ef er ence. 

Mi l waukee i s an i nt er est i ng ci t y of  
gr eat  nat ur al  beaut y l ocat ed on t he 
shor es of  Lake Mi chi gan. Thr ee 
navi gabl e r i ver s wi nd t hr ough i t s 
downtown, r es i dent i al  and subur ban 
ar eas . I t  i s t he l ar gest  c i t y i n 
Wi sconsi n, t he t hi r t eent h l ar gest  
i n t he Uni t ed St at es . 

You wi l l  l i ke Mi l waukee. I t  i s t he 
onl y c i t y i n t he count r y wi t h a 
compl ete r ecr eat i onal  ar ea at  t he 
f oot  of  i t s mai n downtown t hor ough-
f ar e. I t s vocat i onal  school  and 

1 soci al  cent er  syst ems, as wel l  as 
� i t s out st andi ng pol i ce f or ce and 

r el at ed l ow cr i me r at e, ar e nat i on-
al l y known and r espect ed. The 
pr oduct s of  i t s mani f ol d i ndust r i es 
ar e di st r i but ed over  t he gl obe. 

Mi l waukee i s al so a spi r i t . I t  i s a 
ci t y of  home- owning and home- l ovi ng 
peopl e, of  chur chgoer s. I t  i s a 
conser vat i ve pl ace�a count r y town 
grown up�wher e new i deas and new 
peopl e ar e accept ed wi t h under st and-
i ng and t ol er ance. I t  i s now t he 
home of  appr oxi mat el y 150 Amer i cans 
of  J apanese descent , al l  of  whom 
have found ki ndl y nei ghbor s and 
good f r i ends . 

Wel come t o Mi l waukee. 



n-om-r>T/-> CTADO SEEI NG STARS 

Al hambr a Theat r e 
334 W. Wi sconsi n Avenue 

Davi dson Theat r e (l egi t i mat e t heat r e) 
621 N. Thi r d St r eet  

Pabst  Theat r e (l egi t i mat e t heat r e) 
144 E . Wel l s 

Pal ace Theat r e 
537 W. Vi i sconsi n Avenue 

Ri ver si de Theat r e 
116 W. VII  sc on si n Avenue 

St r and Theat r e 
510 W. Wi sconsi n Avenue 

War ner  Theat r e 

212 Vi . Wi sconsi n Avenue 

Wi sconsi n Theat r e 
528 W. Wi sconsi n Avenue 

****** 

Ambr osi a House U 744 N. J ef f er son 
Veget ar i an* 

J uneau Hot el  -  811 East  Wi scons i n 
Seaf oods 

L i t t l e Sweden -  449 N. 27t h 
Swedi sh 

Mader 'E -  1041 N. 3r d 
German 

P i ccadi l l y -  441 W. Wi sconsi n 
Amer i can 

St r achot a's -  440 W. Ki l bour n 
St eaks 

Yankee Doodl e -  2425 W. Wi sconsi n 
Hambur ger s 

Yet sham -  421 Vi . St at o 
Chop Suey 

¡ / f t M ' & i  

RUUi l J  UlVi   ̂ Ai- lVV̂.1 WW. w -
adj ect i ve woul d i ndi cat e; char mi ng 
at mospher e; espec i al l y good f or  g i r l s ' 
get - t oget her s). 

�Empl oyment  oppor t uni t i es ar e many and 
°var i ed i n Mi l waukee. Evacuees pre-

sent l y wor ki ng i n t he c i t y r ange f r om 
! unt r ai ned domest i cs t o l abor at or y 
t echni c i ans and engi neer s desi gni ng 
t o meet  post - war  needs. 

Pr evai l i ng sal ar i  
t hose of  t he r est  
l ower  t han t hose 
The aver ages ar e 

Domest i cs 
Labor er s 
St enogr apher s 
Mechani cs 
Far m Hel p 

es, i n common wi t h 
of  t he count r y, ar e 

of  t he Pac i f i c Coast , 
about  as f o l l ows : 

Exper i enced I nexp. 
$15- $20 wk. $8- 12 
85/ hr . up 45/- 70 
&25- &30 wk . $18- 25 
§ 1.00 hr . 65/- 85 
Si ngl e 
$85- | 100 $65- 70 
pl us mai nt enance 

Fur t her  det ai l s may bo obt ai ned by 

wr i t i ng: 
War  Rol osat i on Aut hor i t y 
Room 7072 Pl anki nt on Bl dg. 
161 W. Wi sconsi n Avenue 
Mi l waukee X, Wi scons i n ****** 

For  a $1 weekl y pass, an adul t  may do 
unl i mi t ed st r eet  car  and yel l ow bus 
r i di ng f r om 5 a.m. Sunday t o 5 a.m. 
t he f ol l owi ng Sunday i n t he met ropol i -

* t an ar ea. Ti cket s ar e 6 f or  50/ ; car  
- f ar e i s 10/ . Ther e ar e ot her  weekl y 

passes soi l i ng at  $1.25, $1.50 and 

"§ 1. 75. Pay mor e, go f ar t her . 
* * * * * * 

BUY A VI CTORY BOND TODAY 
****** 



MAP OF MI LWAUKEE'S DOWHTOT/N AREA 

1. Chi cago Nor t hwest er n St at i on 

2, Chi cago, Mi l waukee, St . Paul  
and Pac i f i c Rai l r oad Depot  

2. Uni on St at i on 
2, 7H scons i n Motor  Bus Li no 

3. I nt er nat i cnal  I nst i t ut e 

4. Y . Ti . C. A. 
5. Y . H. C. A. 
6; W. R. A. 
y 
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'Bi ts Ter mi nal s 

Uni on Bus Ter mi nal  
Publ i c Ser vi ce Bui l di ng 
231 W. Mi chi gan 

Uni t ed Bus Depot  
631 N. Si xt h St r eet  

Tr ai n Depot s 

Chi cago, Mi l waukee, St .Paul  k Pac i f i c 
321 W. Ever et t  St r eet  

Chi cago, Nor t h Shor e & Mi l waukee Road 
537 W. Mi chi gan 

Chi cago, Nor t hwest er n Rai l way 
915 E . Wi sconsi n Avenue 

* * * * * * 

Amer i can Aut omobi l e Assn. 
735 N. Br oadway 

Ci t y Hal l  
N. Wat er  and E . Wel l s St r eet s 

Feder al  Bl dg. , P .O. 
N. J ackson St . and Wi sconsi n 

I nt er nat i onal  I nst i t ut e 
787 N. Van Bur en 

Mi l waukee J our nal  
N. 4t h and St at e St r eet s 

Mi l waukee Sent i nel  
123 W. Mi chi gan 

Museum and L i br ar y 
N. 8t h and W. Wi sconsi n 

Nat i onal  War  Agenci es 
161 W. Wi sconsi n 

War  Housi ng Cent er  
135 W. Wel l s 

* * * * * * 

$1.50 up 

1.50 » 

1.65 " 

1.50 " 

1.65 " 

2.50 " 

3.00 " 

1.65 " 

1.00 " 

.75 " 

No l oyal  c i t i zen of  t he Uni t ed St at es 
shoul d be deni ed t he democr at i c r i ght  
t o exer c i se t he r espons i bi l i t i es of  
hi s c i t i zenshi p, r egar dl ess of  hi s 
ancest r y. 

Amer i cani sm i s not , and never  was, a 
mat t er  of  r ace or  ancest r y. 

Ever y l oyal  Amer i can c i t i zen shoul d be 
gi ven t he oppor t uni t y t o ser ve hi s 
count r y wher ever  hi s sk i l l s wi l l  make 
t he gr eat est  cont r i but i on�whet her  i t  
bo i n t he r anks of  our  armed f or ces , 
war  pr oduct i on, agr i cul t ur e, gover n-
ment  ser vi ce, or  ot her  wor k essent i al  
t o t he war  ef f o r t , 

. . . . T h e Pr esi dent  

750 N. Four t h St r eet  
* Car l t on Hot el  

1120 N. Mi l waukee 
J uneau Hot el  

807 E . Wi sconsi n 
Mar yl and Hot el  

625 N. Four t h 
Medf or d Hot el  

607 N. Thi r d St r eet  
Royal  Hot el  

435 E . Mi chi gan 
Schr oeder  Hot el  

' 509 W. Wi scons i n 
Wi sconsi n Hot el  

720 N. Thi r d St r eet  
4 Y .M.C.A . 

633 N. Four t h St r eet  
Y .W.C .A . 

628 N. J ackson 

* * * * * * 



So you'r e i n t own and what  t o do? 

For  spec i f i c , up- t o- t he- mi nut e�t hough, 
somet i mes, we admi t , devast at i ng�hi nt s 
and advi ce, you have per mi ssi on t o cal l  
any of  t he f ol l owi ng dur i ng t he hour s 
gi ven. No bet ween mi dni ght  t o mor ni ng 
cal l s , pl ease. Ther e may be a war  
wor ker  s l eepi ng next  door i  

El i zabet h Campbel l  -  I nt er nat i onal  
I ns t i t ut e 

Ev e. , Sundays -  BEacon 2019- W 

Maki  I chi yasu -  DAl y 2295 
Eves ., Sundays 

J ohn I I . Put z -  W.R .A . 
Weekday eves . -  MAr quet t e 4188 

Henr y Sakemi  
Eveni ngs 

-  CHur ch 2017- J  

Nami  Shi o 
Eveni ngs 

-  WEst  7336- W 

Sumi  Shi nozaki  -  HOpki ns 0342 
Eves ., Sundays 

* * * * * * 

As a I l at i on, we st and f i r ml y commi t ted 
t o t he gr eat  i deal  t hat  di s t i nct i ons 
based upon r ace, col or , or  cr eed have 
no pl ace i n Amer i can l i f e i n peace or  
i n war . 

. . . .Car ey McWi l l i ams 
****** 

HELP DEMOCRACY WI TH ANOTHER BOND ******** 

Wt Qo XJ AUt t UCf  

Cal Vary Pr esbyt er i an -  628 N. 10th 

Fi r st Bapt i st Church -  911 E . Ogden Ave. 

Fi r st Methodi st -  1010 W. Wi sconsi n 

Grand Ave. Cong. -  2133 W. Wi sconsi n 

St . J ames Epi scopal  -  833 W. Wi sconsi n 

St . J ohn's Cathedral  -  802 N. J ackson 

(R.C.) 

* * * * * * 

/l /l e&t zA 

Smart Beauty Shop -  161 W. Wi sconsi n 

BRoadway 0676 

Pat t i 's Beauty Shop -  1114 N. J ackson 
BRoadway 6458 

* * * * * * 

^ T T M l O i & L l f i u . 

Vie've had fun put t i ng t hi s bookl et to-

get her . Goodness knows i t i sn' t per-

f ect ; coul dn't be, i n f act . You' l l  

understand why when you meet us. 

But we di d have a good t i me. Every 

recommendat i on�be i t hot el , eat i ng 

pl ace, or beauty par l or �has been 

per sonal l y i nvest i gat ed and passed on 

the basi s of our strange but wonder ful  

st andar ds, 

Mi l waukee says WELCOME and so do we. 

Maki I chi yasu 

Fremont Ogawa 

Henry Sakemi 

Sumi Shi nozaki 

Peggy Tsuchi ya 
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Reset t i er s i n Mi l waukee 
J an. 3, 1944 
Susk i  

Of  t he some 50 r es et t l er s I  met  i n Mi l waukee, t her e was not  

one who was not  gl ad he r eset t l ed i n t hat  c i t y . They seemed t o be 

wel l  p l e a e d wi t h t hei r  wor k and t he r ecept i on t hey got  t her e 

upon t hei r  ar r i val  f r om r el oc at i on cent er s . Per haps t hi s i s due 

t o t he conser vat i veness of  t he gr oup. None of  t hem seem to go i n 

f or  expens i ve ent er t ai ni ng and out s i de of  v i s i t i ng f r i ends , t hei r  

onl y soc i al  out l et  seems t o be t he mont hl y s oc i al  meet i ngs whi ch 

i s sponsor ed t hr ough t he «e* ef f o r t s of  a r el ocat i on commi t t ee 

whi ch was or gani zed by t he ~RA and compr i sed whol l y*» of  r es et t l er s . 

As one per son dec l ar ed, ot her s have beei  of  t he same opi ni on: 

" I  l i k e Mi l waukee, i t ' s not  t oo l ar ge and i t ' s not  t oo smal l . I t ' s 

easy t o get  ar ound t he c i t y . The peopl e her e ar e ni ce t o us . Hay-

be i t ' s because t her e ar e so many peopl e of  Ger man descent  her e. I  

haven't  come acr oss any unpl easant ness and I ' v e hear d of  no ni s ei  

who has had any har dshi ps of  any k i n d . " 

Geor ge I soda, f or mer l y of  L o s . n̂gel es , has made up hi s mi nd 

t o l i ve i n Mi l waukee per manent l y . He i s mar r i ed and has one chi l d 

about  18 mont hs o l d. I n Los Angel es I soda was wor k i ng as a gaso-

l i ne s t at i on at t endant  r i ght  i n. t he whol esal e mar ket  d i s t r i c t . A l l  

or  hi :: as s oc i at i ons wer e wi t h J apanese. He l i ved i n Boy4 Hei ght s 

.7 he r e one of  t he l ar ges t  gr oup of  J apanese concent r at ed. 

I n Apr i l , 1945, I soda and hi s f ami l y r eset t l ed i n Mi l waukee. 

Hi s wi f e i s a Bapt i s t  and havi ng at t ended a Bapt i s t  c o l l ege, she has 

been c l osel y connect ed wi t h t he Bapt i s t  gr oup bot h i n Seat t l e and 

i n Los Angel es . Thr ough her  chur ch connect i ons she met  Bapt i s t  

peopl e i n Mi l waukee and t hr ou h'newl y 'made f r i ends enabl ed her  

husband t o get  a j ob wi t h an aut o wor ks concer n. Hi s maj or  wor k 
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was gr eas i ng car s and he di d do a l i t t l e bi t  of  mechani cal  wor k. 

Hi s empl oyer  l i ked hi m and soon gave hi m a bet t er  j ob i n t he mechan-

i c al  f i e l d . He seems t o be s at i s f i ed wi t h h i s wor k. I soda l i k es 

t he peopl e he wor ks f o r  and wor ks wi t h and of t en goes t o beer  

par l or s wi t h t hem. He has got t en t o know t he bet t er  beer  par l or s 

wher e any per son who get s- r owdy i s i mmedi at el y escor t ed t o t he 

door . 

" I ' v e been t o a l ot  of  beer  par l or s wi t h t he bo y s , " he s ai d. 

' I  know whi ch ones ar e t he bet t er  j o i nt s . I  know t he ones wher e I  

won't  have any t r oubl e. You know how t hese Caucas i ans ar e? When 

t hey* r e dr unk , t hey ' l l  t ake i t  out  on any per son who l ooks o r i ent al . 

But  t he ones I  go t o wi t h my f r i e n d s ar e t he bet t er  one. I f  any of  

t hem get  t oo r owdy, t hey ar e pr ompt l y escor t ed out s i de so t he r es t  

of  us can dr i nk i n peac e. " 

I soda al so had some good f or t une about  hous i ng. At  f i r s t  he 

was l i v i ng i n a f ur ni shed apar t ment , however , bot h he and hi s wi f e 

wer e on a l ookout  f o r  a bet t er  p l ac e. By chance he hear d of  a par t y 

who want ed t o r ent  a f ur ni shed t wo- st or y house. I soda cont act ed 

t hi s par t y and was abl e t o r ent  i t  f or  #75 a mont h. Mr s. I soda 

cal l ed her  s i s t er  who i s al so mar r i ed and has a 16 pont hs ol d" baby. 

The two coupl es l i v e t her e, and shar e expenses . 

T e house i s a t wo- st or y wooden one whi ch was r ecent l y bu i l t . 

A l l  of  t he f ur ni shi ngs ar e new. The f ami l y who moved i n had t o 

l eave t he c i t y suddenl y and had t o r ent  i t  out  f ur ni s hed. The house 

i s l ocat ed i n t he nor t her n par t  o f  t he c i t y at  t he bor der  l i ne of  

�"auwaut osa and Mi l waukee. - .The s i de of  t he st r eet  wher e I soda l i ves 

i s i n i auwaut osa whi l e acr oss t he s t r eet  i f  Mi l waukee. Br  

t r o l l ey bus , i t  i s l ess t han a hal f  hour 's r i de t o t he bus i ness 



sec t i on of  Mi l waukee. 

Sam Mi nami  and h i s wi f e and two year  ol d son ar e t he only-

ni sei  r es i di ng i n Par k Lawn Hous i ng pr o j ec t . was l ucky t o get  i n 

t her e, f T sai d Mi nami . " I  came out  t o Chi cago f r om Rohwer  but  I  

c oul dn't  f i nd a pl ace t o l i v e i n, es pec i al l y when I  have a c hi l d. 

I  knew Ri o Kashi wagi  and Geor ge I soda i n Mi l waukee so I  v i s i t ed 

t hem. I  was sur e of  a j ob at  F i r es t one s t o r es , I n c . , but  hous i ng 

was t he pr obl em. 

" I  got  i n t ouch wi t h t he 7RA and t hey got  me i nt o Par k Lawn. 

The WRu seems t o have a wor k i ng agr eement  wi t h t he F eder al  Hous i ng 

Pr o j ec t  i n Mi l waukee and t hose who ar e i n es s ent i al  i ndus t r i es ar e 

abl e t o l i ve i n t hese houses . They ass i gn us t o apar t ment s accor d-

i ng t o t he s i ze o f  our  f ami l y and we pay r ent  accor di ng t o our  

i ncome. Each uni t  has a st ove and r ef r i ger at o r  ana al l  t he u t i l i t i es 

as wat er , gas and l i ght  ar e pai d. I  am s l owl y accumul at i ng f ur ni -

t ur e f o r  our  apar t ment . I t  sur e i s a ni ce pl ace t o r es i de. I  

onl y wi sh I  had sai d we had t hr ee adul t s so we coul d have got t en a 

l ar ger  pl ace and t hen my wi f e ' s s i s t er  or  any of  my r el at i v es coul d 

t hen come and l i ve wi t h me. " 

Bef or e t he war  Mi nami  was r es i di ng i n Los i - .ngel es wher e he sol d 

spor t i ng goods supp i es and al so was t he pai d secr et ar y of  t he 

J uni or  Pr oduce Cl ub whi ch had a member shi p o f  over  500 men. The 

member shi p ?:as l i mi t ed t o men wor ki ng i n t he whol esal e pr oduce 

mar ket s i n Los n̂gel es and wor ked somewhat  l i k e t he uni ons . 

Ri o Kashi wagi  and hi s f ami l y has a pr et t y good set - up i n Mi l -

waukee and t hey have made good adj us t ment s . " I  don't  i nt end t o 

l i ve her e per manent l y , ,1 sai d Kashi wagi , "but  I ' l l  st ay her e and make 

enough money so I  can go i nt o bus i ness f or  mysel f  agai n. I 'm wi l l -
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i ng t o st ar t  f r om t he bot t om agai n. I  don't  know wher e i t  wi l l  be, 

maybe some smal l  t own and maybe i n one of  t he bus i ness cent er s of  

a l ar ge o i t y . 

" I ' m gl ad I  c oul dn't  f i nd hous i ng i n Chi cago because I 'm sat i s -

f i ed wi t h ever yt hi ng f or  t he pr esent  her e. I  cane t o Mi l waukee t o 

v i s i t  my s i s t er  and I  l i ved wi t h her  tv/o t wo mont hs. Most  of  t he 

t i me I  s l ept  on t he f l o o r , but  now I  f ound a pl ace t o l i v e. I t ' s 

t he second f l oor  of  a house owned by a nat ur al i zed Ger man man who 

i s over  80 year s o l d. Even i f  we have t o ent er  our  pl ace f r om t he 

back way and go t hr ough t he k i t chen t o t he l i v i ng r oom, i t ' s not  a 

bad pl ac e. I  had t o buy al l  my f ur ni t ur e but  I  bought  some second 

hand f ur ni t ur e s i nce I  have al l  of  my Los n̂gel es f ur ni t ur e st or ed 

away.r T 

Mr s. Kashi wagi  added, "We adver t i sed f or  a pl ace i n t he news-

paper . I n our  Ad we put  'Amer i can- J apanese f ami l y seeks f ur ni shed 

or  unf ur ni shed apar t ment  or  house ' Si nce t he f i r s t  wor d i n t he 

Ad s t ar t ed out  wi t h an ' A ' , i t  was t he f i r s t  one i n t he whol e l i s t  

of  Ads . The par t y who cal l ed must  have j ust  t aken t hem i n or der  

and s i nce our s was f i r s t , he must  have cal l ed us . Anyway, we ar e 

gl ad he di d and we ar e so gl ad t o be s et t l ed. Our  house i s j ust  

o f f  a f i ve- poi nt  c r oss i ng and t r anspor t at i on t o any par t  of  t he 

c i t y i s qui t e c onv eni ent ." 

Ri o Kashi wagi  went  on t o t al k about  h i s wor k. " I ' v e never  done 

phys i cal  l abor  bef o r e, but  now I  r eal l y wor k har d. I ' v e l ost  15 

pounds wor k i ng.at  F i r es t one ¿ t o r es , I nc . wher e we r epai r  ol d t i r es . 

The f i r s t  week I  wor ked t her e I  was so t i r ed t hat  I  coul dn't  do any-

t hi ng out s i  e of  wor k and ŝl eep. ¿ i nce I  s t ar t ed wor ki ng t her e, 

t hey 've t aken i n ei ght  f t i sei . - <e wor k di f f er ent  s h i f t s . I 'm get t i ng 
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a l l  of  t he ni s ei  t o wor k doubl y har d so t hat  t he boss wi l l  r ecogni ze 

how compet ent  and dependabl e t he n i s ei  ar e. I  woul d l i k e t o hear  

t he boss say, TSi nce you boys s t ar t ed wor k i ng, our  pr oduct i ng has 

i ncr eased 100%' or  somet hi ng l i k e t hat . Maybe t hey ' l l  use ni s ei  i n 

i i r es t one St or es i n ot her  c i t i es of  t hi s count r y. 

' I  t ake t he t r o l l ey bus t o wor k and t ake my l unch box. Can 

you i magi ne me car r y i ng a l unch box? I t  onl y t akes 10 mi nut es t o 

go down t o t he pl ant . 

" I ' v e got t en sever al  r ai s es s i nce I ' v e s t ar t ed wor k i n her e. 

I  s t ar t ed i n t he mi ddl e of  Sept ember . I  get  pl ent y of  over - t i me t oo 

so i t  i s n ' t  bad. 

?f I  don't  see how any l evel  t hi nk i ng ni s ei  coul d r emai n i n 

camp. - Thy c an't  t hey l ook i nt o t he f ut ur e, come out  and save some 

money f or  post - war  per i od. ¿'hat 's when we ' l l  need a j ob and we ' l l  

need money t oo. Your  wor k now does n't  have t o be anyt hi ng per manent , 

i t  can be any honest  j ob as l ong as you can save some money. I t ' s 

goi ng to be har der  f o r  t hose peopl e i n camp t o t r y t o f i nd some-

t hi ng t o do af t er  t he war . '¿'hey ,won't  have any f i nances t o hol d 

t hem unt i l  t hey do get  s t ar t ed. I ' d l i k e t o see al l  of  my f r i ends 

get  out  of  camp as soon as t hey can. 

' I t ' s no use ho l di ng a gr udge agai ns t  t he gover nment  because 

of  evacuat i on. Thi s was c al l ed a mi l i t ar y nec es s i t y , l et  i t  go at  

t hat . I  k ow a l ot  of  peopl e l ost  t hei r  bus i nes s , pr oper t y and 

ot her  t hi ngs . I  l os t  my bus i ness t oo and I  know i t ' s goi ng t o be 

har d t o s t ar t  anot her  bus i ness agai n, but  I 'm not  hol di ng t hat  

agai nst  Unc l e Sam. I 'm wi l l i ng t o 'get  out  and t r y t o s t ar t  anot her  

bus i ness agai n but  now i s t he t i me t o save and wor k f or  t hat  goal . 

? I  know t he - *mer i an L egi on, Nat i ve ôns of  t he Gol den ".Test  and 
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ot her  or gani zat i ons i n Cal i f o r ni  ar e ho l l er i ng about  keepi ng t he 

J aps out  of  Cal i f o r n i a. But  t hat ' s not  t he or di nar y per son's vi ew-

poi nt .' I t ' s onl y cer t ai n or gani zat i ons and some po l i t i c i ans who ar e 

doi ng t he y el l i ng , but  I 'm convi nced t hat  t he gener al  popul ace of  

Cal i f o r ni a does n't  f eel  t hat  way. Y es , sent i ment  i s st r ong agai ns t  

t he J apanese, but  af t er  t he war  I 'm sur e t hi ngs wi l l  change. I  

don't  t hi nk t he J apanese wi l l  be abl e to go back t o Cal i f o r ni a i n 

l ar ge number s but  I 'm sur e t hey won't  be exc l uded ent i r el y f r om 

t hat  s t at e. I  know we s t i l l  have a l ot  of  f r i ends who wi l l  vouch 

f or  us . %The whol e st at e i s n ' t  agai ns t  us . I t ' s onl y a smal l  gr oup 

who y el l  3.oucL and ar e bei ng hear d r i ght  now." 

The Kashi wagi s ar e chur ch- goer s and ar e member s o f  t he nei gh-

bor hood Bapt i s t  Chur ch and par t i c i pat e i n chur ch ac t i v i t i es . They 

al so keep i n c l ose cont act  wi t h t he Bapt i f ct  Home Mi ss i onar y Soc i et y 

r e r ope sent  at  i v es . 0r> J anuar y 14 Mr s . Kashi wagi  and : r r s . I soda wi l l  

t ake par t  i n a sk i t  whi ch wi l l  be pr esent ed at  t he chur ch. I t  wi l l  

depi ct  l i f e i n Sant a Ani t a Assembl y Cent er  and wi l l  show how t wo 

member s of  t he Bapt i s t  Home Mi ss i onar y Soc i et y v i s i t ed t he cent er . 

Thr ough t hei r  conver sat i on t hey wi l l  t e l l  of  l i f e i n t hat  cent er . 

The Kashi wagi s do h: ve many ni sei  f r i ends v i s i t  t hem but  t hey 

keep up t hei r  cont act s wi t h Caucas i an f r i ends . They have Bapt i s t  

peopl e of  ot her  c i t i es v i s i t  t hem whenever  t hey pass t hr ough t he 

c i t y . Thi s i s par t l y account ed f or  by t he f ac t  t hat  : ' r s . Kas hi wagi 's 

f at her  was a bapt i s t  mi ni s t er  i n Seat t l e sever al  year s ago. 

The Kashi wagi s have one daught er  who i s now 13 year s o l d. She 

i s t he onl y n i s ei  i n her  hi gh schoo l . A l l  of  her  f r i ends ar e Cau-

c as i ans . ¿- he goes- i ce skat i ng wi t h t hem some eveni ngs and goes t o 

s l ows wi t i  t hem on t he week- ends, ĥe seemes t o mix i n ver y wel l  
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wi t h t he Caucas i an s t udent s and has no t r oubl e what soever  i n get t i ng 

al ong wi t h t hem s o c i al l y , ĥe has made a ver y good adj us t ment . She 

never  speaks J apanese and knows ver y l i t t l e J apanese. 

Anot her  coupl e whi ch seems t o have made good adj ust ment  i n 

Mi l v, aukee i s t he Sakemi  coupl e. Henr y i s t he el des t  son of  a wel l -

t o- do f ar mer  of  I ndi o , Cal i f o r n i a. He was i n t he shi ppi ng pr oduce 

bur i ness bef or e t he war  and he assoc i at ed wi t h Caucas i ans i n t he 

smal l  t own o_ I ndi o . Hi s wi f e i s a f or mer  Los Angel es g i r l  who had 

r iany ni sei  f r i ends and assoc i at ed wi t h n i s ei  a gr eat  deal , however , 

she seemed t o mi x wel l  i n Caucas i an c i r c l es al s o . Her  mot her , who 

came t o Cal i f o r ni a f r om J apan at  an ear l y age, speaks f l uent  Eng-

1. s h and her  J apanese i s ver y l i mi t ed. 

Mr s . Sakemi  i s not  vor k i ng now. i 'or  a whi l e she was a st eno-

gr apher  i n a l awy er 's f i r m but  due t o some mi sunder s t andi ng about  

not  consul t i ng al l  of  t he f our  l awyer s i n t he f i r m bef or e, h i r i ng her , 

she vo l unt ar i l y qui t  her  j ob bef or e any ser i ous di sput e 

occur r ed. However , she expect s t o s t ar t  wor k i ng agai n soon. 

Thi s coupl e r ecent l y moved i nt o a t hr ee- r oom f l at  i n a pr i vat e 

hous i ng pr oj ec t  i n an up- and- comi ng r es i dent i a l  d i s t r i c t  j ust  out -

s i de t he c i t y l i mi t s . The7 have, made many Caucas i an f r i ends and 

get  al ong wel l  wi t h t hem. They even r et ai n cont act s wi t h Caucas i an 

nei ghbor s i n t he f i r s t  apar t ment  t hey r ent ed i n Mi l waukee. They 

make an at t r ac t i ve coupl e. Mr s. Sakemi  dr esses wel l  and bot h she 

and her  husband ar e wel l  at  east  among Caucas i ans . Bot h of  t hem 

ar e ac t i ve i n ni s ei  c i r c l es as wel l . 

"Ther e i s not hi ng t o do i n Mi l wauk ee", was t he onl y compl ai nt  

I  hear d f r om a ni s ei  yout h who has a ni ght  s h i f t . He i s Kahn 

Nakano who f or mer l y l i ved i n Chi cago f or  sever al  mont hs bef or e mo-



vi ng t o Mi l waukee. " I  t r y t o s l eep i n t he day t i me but  I  can hear  

t he T cr eak cr eak* of  t he ol d man's r ocker  and I  l ay awake. A l l  I  

do i s wor k and t r y t o s l eep. I  have no f un out  her e. Ther e ar en't  

many peopl e I  can v i s i t  so I  v i s i t  t he bar s . Many week- ends I ' v e 

gone t o Chi cago t o v i s i t  f r i ends and have a good t i me but  t hat ' s 

get t i ng t o be expens i ve. My wor k i s n ' t  bad, al t hough I  do have t o 

wor k har d . " 

One of  t he gi r l s Wor k i ng at  t he same pl ant  t o l d me t hat  hi s 

boss want ed Nakano t o shave o f f  hi s must ache but  he r ef used t o do 

i t . anot her  t hi ng whi ch she compl ai ned about  was t hat  he wor ked 

wi t hout  a s i r t . T i at  <m i s al l  r i ght  f or  t he ni ght  s h i f t , but  when 

t he Caucas i an gi r l s come i n t o wor k at  8 a . m. , she s a i d , "'I t  r eal l y 

i s bad f o r  t hem t o see a n i s e i ' s bar e body showi ng. He coul d at  

l eas t  put  on a sweat  shi r t  or  somet hi ng j ust  bef or e t hese g i r l s come 

i n . " 

On t he whol e t he ni s ei  I  met  seemed t o be s at i s f i ed r i t h t hei r  

wor k and l i f e i n Mi l waukee. 



I l l i no i s Di vor ce Case 
Susk i  
J an. 14, 1944 

Toshi ko Tokuyama F uj i oka i s pr obabl y t he f i r s t  evacuee t o be 

gr ant ed a di vor ce i n t he st at e o f  I l l i n o i s . Sui ng her  husband a* 

f o r  di vor ce on t he gr ounds of  deser t i on, Mr s . F u j i ok aT s case came 

up bef or e t he ni ght  cour t  i n Chi cago Hei ght s on J an. 12. She ex-

pect s t o get  her  decr ee on J an. 20. 

The case was t aken t o t he subur bs* s i nce Mr s . F uj i oka want ed 

t o get  her  di vor ce as qui ck l y as pos s i bl e. Her  l awyer  poi nt ed 

out  t hat  i t  woul d t ake at  l eas t  s i x weeks af t er  t he case i s f i l ed 

bef or e i t  woul d cone up i n cour t , wher eas , i n t'- e subur bs t he 

case coul d be hear d i t h i n a f ew days . I t  al  o happened t hat  t he 

at t or ne3/ I s v/el l  acquai nt ed wi t h t he 'j udge who s i t s i n at  t hi s 

par t i c ul ar  ni ght  cour t . 

Toshi ko i s t he second daught er  of  a f ami l y of  s i x chi l dr en. 

She was a t al ent ed v i o l i n i s t  and had hi gh hopes of  becomi ng a 

concer t  v i o l i n i s t , however , has gi ven up al l  such hopes . Seven 

year s ago she f r ac t ur ed a bone i n her  ver t ebr ae and has not  

t ouched her  v i o l i n ever  s i nc e. Al t hough she s t i l l  has her  v i o l i n 

she doesnTt  i nt end t o pl ay agai n. However , she has al ways been 

i nt er est ed i n musi c and now she pl ans t o t ake up composi t i on and 

har mony. She at t ends most , of  t he concer t s whi ch ar e hel d i n 

Chi cago. 

Toshi ko* s fr  t her , was a f ar mer  i n Oxnar d, Cal i f o r n i a, al t hough 
t J  

he di d not  have a l ar ge f n̂ . Hi s second son, who was sent  t o 

J apan as a chi l d and .ho r et ur ned when he was 20, hel ped hi m on 

t he f i e l ds . None of  the ot her  member s of  t he f ami l y car ed much 

f or  f ar mi ng. The el des t  son t ook a medi cal  cour se at  t he Uni -
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ver s i t y of  Sout her n Cal i f o r ni a and af t er  gr aduat i on went  t o st udy 

medi c i ne i n J apan i n or der  t o hel p hi m i n hi s pr ac t i ce i n a 

J apanese communi t y. The mot her  oper at ed a chopf  suey r es t aur ant . 

She was mor e aggr ess i ve t han her  husband. 

Knowi ng t hat  she coul d get  a bet t er  educat i on i n a l ar ge 

c i t y , Toshi ko went  t o Los n̂gel es f r om Oxnar d i n 1932. She 

at t ended Los Angel es Ci t y Col l ege and cont i nued wi t h her  v i o l i n 

l essons r i ght  al ong. She par t i c i pat ed i n var i ous communi t y pr o-

gr ams dur i ng her  r es i dence i n Los - ngel es . She l oved spor t s and 

t hough not  an exper t , she was bet t er  t han aver age i n t enni s , 

bask et bal l , s o f t bal l  and go l f . 

Af t er  get t i ng her  A.A. degr ee f r om t he Ci t y Co l l ege, Toshi ko 

st ar t ed t o wor k as a sec r et ar y i n an o f f i c e i n t he whol e pr o-

duce mar ket . She r emai ned wi t h t h i s company f or  seven year s , up 

t o evacuat i on. I t  was at  wor k t hat  she met  Shunr o F uj i ok a, t he 

el dest  son of  a pr omi nent  Hol l ywood f ami l y . He was educat ed i n 

J apan af t er  gr aduat i ng hi gh schoo l . 

Al t hough Shunr o had a g i r l  f r i end i n Hol l ywood wi t h v/hom he 

had been keepi ng company f o r  sever al  year s , Toshi ko came i nt o hi s 

l i f e . Vor ki ng t oget her  i n t he same o f f i c e, t he t wo wer e t hr own 

t oget her  qui t e a b i t . Cn Oct . 23, 1937, t he t wo wer e mar r i ed, 

much t o t he sor r ow of  t he "ot her  g i r l  and t o t he sur pr i se of  many 

f r i ends . 

The newl yweds d i dn ' t  seem t o get  al ong shor t l y af t er  t hey 

wer e mar r i ed. Toshi ko l i ked t o go out  and have l ot s of  peopl e 

ar ound her . Her  husband l i ked t o st ay home'and was j ust  t he oppo-

s i t e. They coul dn't  agr ee on- a l ot  of  t hi ngs . 

I n 1 39 t he coupl e had a t r i a l  separ at i on /hen Toshi ko t ook 

a t r i p t o J apan. She was away f o r  about  s i x mont hs. Upon her  
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r et ur n t hey t r i ed t o make a go of  i t  agai n but  i t  d i dn ' t  wor k 

out . They l i ved t oget her  but  wer e not  happy. 

"/hen evacuat i on came t he coupl e went  t o Sant a i n̂i t a Assembl y 

Cent er  and f r om t her e t o Hear t  f ount ai n, t̂  Hear t  f ount ai n 

Toshi ko made up her  mi nd t o l eave her  husband. On Oct . 19, 1P42 

Shunr o l ef t  Hear t  Fount ai n f or  seasonal  wor k on a f ar m i n Cody, 

some 15 mi l es nor t h of  t he cent er . Dur i ng hi s absence Toshi ko 

packed u j  and l ef t  f or  Chi cago on an i ndef i n i t e l eave. 

I n August  Toshi ko went  t o SI  Paso t o v i s i t  her  par ent s who 

had vo l unt ar i l y evacuat ed f r o. Oxnar d. They ar e ****** f ar mi ng 

t her e. Upon her  r et ur n t o Chi cago Toshi ko s t ar t ed wor k i ng agai n, 

hol di i i g t wo j obs . 

Toshi ko i s t he t ype of  g i r l  who can get  al one i n any gr oup. 

She i s smal l  i n s t at ur e, j us t  over  5 f eet  t a l l . Ther e i s not hi ng 

b1 ckwar d about  her . I f  she wt .nt s somet hi ng, she goes af t er  i t . 

She i s i nt er es t ed i n spor t s end musi c and at t ends most  of  t he 

concer t s whi ch ar e gi ven i n Chi cago. 

AlD<but  her s el f  and her  di vor ce Toshi ko had the f o l l owi ng t o 

say : 

" I  shoul d never  have mar r i ed Shuni e. 7e j ust  d i dn ' t  get  

al ong f r om t he begi nni ng. He ' s a ni ce per son but  he ' s spo i l ed. 

He ' s so qui et  and a mama's boy. "J e wer e so di f f er ent  i n t emper a-

ment  t ha � we coul dnTt  get  al ong. I  l i k e t o go out  and have f un, 

have l o t s of  peopl e ar ound me but  he do es n ' t , so we don't  a~p?ee. 

'You k nc . , Shuni e never  t ook me t o a s i ngl e dance. Oh yes , 

he .i d onl y once ai d t ' t  t i me I  had t o br i be hi n i t h ¡30 bef or e 

he t ook me. He j ust  doesn't " l i k e s oc i al  gat her i ngs1 He j ust  

l i  ces t o s i t  home wi t h hi s c r o n i es . " ( I  know t hi ; i s t r ue because 
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I ' v e seen Toshi ko at  soc i al s wi t h escor t s ot her  t han h r  hus band.) 

"When I  had my engagement  par t y , Shuni e di dn ' t  even appear  

and th< gi r l s wer e so di sappo i nt ed. They al l  want ed t o meet  hi m, 

but  he d i dn ' t  come. Thi s embar r assed me so much. 

"Hi s par ent s never  di d l i k e me. I  guess t hey t hought  I  

was n't  30od enough f or  t hei r  son. They r ai sed l i m l i k e a t ypi cal  

J ap nese 'bot t chan* (mama's boy ) . - hey di d ever  t  l i n : f or  hi m as 

he was t he el des t  son i n t he f ami l y . Havi ng s t udi ed i n J apan, 

Shuni e got  a t ast e of  how men ar e t r eat ed t t e and t hat  i nf l at ed 

h i s ego. He want s t o be t r eat ed l i k e t he J apanese men ar e t r eat ed 

i n J apan. But  he c er t ai nl y d i dn ' t  get  i t  f r om me. I  bel i eve t hat  
and 

husband/wi f e shoul d be equal . 

"You know, he never  hel ped me at  home at  a l l . .Af t er  di nner  

he woul d go l i e on t he couch, l i s t en t o t he r adi o , r ead or  s l eep 

whi l e I  wor ked i n t he k i t c hen. He d i dn ' t  even o f f er  t o hel p ms. 

Di d you k ow t hat  at ® t he di nner  t abl e we d i dn ' t  speak a wor d? 

Not  even one wor d? I t  r eal l y di sgus t ed me. 

' I  war  i nv i t ed t o many soc i al s but  Shuni e woul dn't  t ake me 

t o any of  t hem. I  had a har d t i me coaxi ng hi m t o go wi t h me t o a 

f r i end ' s home f or  smal l  i nf or mal  par t i es . He woul d'r at her  go t o 

hi s par ent s ' home and do not hi ng. He t ook me t o a s oc i al  onl y 

once and t hen I  had t o pay hi m. 

"vTe kept  separ at e bank account s . I f  we had a j o i nt  account  

I 'm sur e I  woul d have l ost  al l  my money. We di v i ded a l l  t he ex-

penses at  t he end of  t he mont h. Shuni e was so t i ght  wi t h h i s 

money. He al ways gave his'-  par ent s some money ever y mont h. Af t er  

a l l  t he expenses wer e pai d up at  t he end of  t he mont h, he wo I d 

get  so j eal ous i f  I  had even a quar t er  mor e t han he had. He was 
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so smal l  about  money mat t er s . 

" I  shoul d have l ef t  hi m way back i n 1939 when we f i r s t  

par t ed. I  t ook a t r i p t o J apan by mysel f . I  v i s i t ed al l  over  

J apan and v i s i t ed my s i s t er  i n Manchur i a bef or e comi ng back . "On 

my r et ur n I  t hought  we coul d make a go of  i t  but  i t  d i dn ' t  wor k 

out . But  I  s t ayed wi t h hi m. 

"¿ t  Sant a Ani t a we had a uni t  t o our sel ves But  I  managed t o 

st ay out  al l  day ana most  of  t he eveni ng. I  went  i n f or  a l ot  of  

ac t i v i t i es whi ch woul d t ake my t i me so I  d i dn ' t  see much of  my 

husband. ê never  at e t oget her  and we wer e never  seen t oget her . 

r7e j ust  s l ept  i n t he same r oom, t hat T s a l l . I  don' t  know what  

Shuni e di d al l  day , I  d i dn ' t  car e. 

"'Then we got  i nf or mat i on t hat  we wer e goi ng t o be r el ocat ed 

t o Hear t  Mount ai n, I  t hought  of  movi ng t o t he women's dor mi t or y. 

I  f ound out  t hat  t hey hadn't  made any pl ans f or  such a pl ace so I  

had t o l i ve wi t h Shuni e. Her e agai n I  d i dn ' t  see much of  hi m be-

cause I  was out . I  guess he must  have gone t o v i s i t  hi s f o l ks who 

l i ved i n Bl ock 35. 

"I n Oct ober  Shuni e went  on a seasonal  f ar m j ob i n Cody. I  

got  my i ndef i n i t e l eave i n December , 1942 and l ef t  f or  Chi cago. 

I  went  up t o Mayo Cl i n i c i n Rochest er , Mi nn, wher e I  got  t r eat ment  

f or  my back whi ch I  i nj ur ed i n a t o&aggan s l i de acc i dent  back i n 

Cal i f o r ni a sev n year s ago. I  was near l y br oke when I  got  back t o 

Chi cago but  1 got  a j ob at  Pal mer  House. I  wor ked f or  s i x mont hs 

and deci ded t o. go v i s i t  ray f o l k s i n Texas . 

"I n Texas I  f ound out , t hat  my ol der  s i s t er  and br ot her  wer e 

havi ng domest i c t r oubl es too.-  My br ot her 1 s wi f e l ef t  hi m and t oo': 

t hei r  l i t t l e son wi t h her . He l os t  h i s pr ac t i ce and i t  br oke hi m 
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t o l ose ever yt hi ng at  one t i me. I ' m gl ad t hat  he has pi cked up 

agai n, fie vol unt eer ed f or  t he Army but  has n ' t  been accept ed yet . 

The r e i s a shor t age of  doct or s i n El  Paso now and he' s r eal l y busy 

now. I  t hi nk he needs a wi f e now. I !aybe h e ' l l  get  mar r i ed agai n 

becuase. I ' m sur e t her e's no chance f or  r ec onc i l i at i on wi t h h i s 

wi f e. He has a good pr ac t i ce now and can suppor t  a f ami l y ver y 

eas i l y now. 

"I 'y s i s t er ' s husband l ef t  her  t oo. l i e's a wander l ust  and 

doesn't  l i k e t o st ay put . I  don't  knnow wher e he i s now. He was 

f ar mi ng i n Oxnar d bef or e t he war  but  vo l unt ar i l y evacuat ed t o El  

Paso . One day he up and l e f t . My par ent s have ur ged my s i s t er  

t o get  a di vor ce but  she doesn't  bel i eve i n di vor ces so she says 

she wi l l  l et  t hi ngs s l i de and wai t  f or  f ur t her  devel opment s. She 

has not  been phys i c al l y wel l  ever  s i nce she had a mi s c ar r i age. 

Somet hi ng* s wr ong i nt er nal l y and t he doct or s c an' t  seem t o do 

any t i l i ng f or  her . However , she i s goi ng t o school  now and seems 

happy about  i t . I t  keeps her  mi nd o f f  of  domest i c t r oubl es . 

T?Wi t h t wo member s 01 our  f ami l y havi ng domest i c t r oubl es , my 

par ent s got  anot her  shock when t hey f ound out  t hat  1 was go in-  t o 

di vor ce my husband t oo. When I  v i s i t ed my f o l k s l as t  summer  I  

dec i ded t o get  a Mexi can di vor c e. So 1 hi r ed an at t or ney and he 

ar r anged f or  a pr oxy t o appear  at  t he cour t  i n J uar ez and f or  v 85 

1 got  a di vor ce. 

t f I t  seems t hat  Mexi can di vor ces ar e not  r ecogni zed i n t he 

mi ddl ewest er n s t at es . I  f ound out  t hat  Shuni e was anxi ous t o get  

mar r i ed agai n. 7e di scussed t he nat t er  and made a set t l ement  of  

communi t y' pr oper t y.. He sent  me $7.5 t o pay f or  t he Chi cago di vor ce 

whi ch i s cost i ng me 3150. He' s i n. Det r o i t  now wher e he has a 



- 7~ 

br ot her  and s i s t er  r es et t l ed. I  hear  he ' s goi i n;-  ar ound wi t h hi s 

ex- gi r l  f r i end ' s younger  s i s t er . She's s t i l l  i n her  t eens and 

bar el y out  of  hi gh school  and hal f  hi s age. "Tel l , i f  he want s t o 

mar r y her , t hat ' s a i l  r i ght  wi t h me because 1 donTt  want  t o have 

anyt hi ng t o do wi t h t hat  f ami l y anymor e. 

'!'7e made ar r angement s about  our  f ur ni t ur e back home. He ' s 

get t i ng a l l  of  i t . He ' s get t i ng t he bet t er  of  t he bar gai n. I 'm 

vet t i ng not hi ng, I 'm not  even ask i ng hi m f or  any al i mony ei t her . 

I  don't  want  anyt hi ng f r om t he l u j i o k as any mor e. I 'm even ask-

i ng t o get  my mai den name back agai n. Shuni e's f at her  t o l 4 me t o 

never  use t hat  name af t er  i  l eave so I  i nt end t o f or get  t he whol e 

t hi ng and use my mai den name af t er  I  get  my di vo r c e. 

' I  don't  need al i mony, 1 can get  al ong. I  am hol di ng t wo 

j obs r i ght  now. You have t o hol d t wo j obs i n or der  t o make a 

l i v i ng . I  get  onl y ,;13 a week as a f i l i ng c l er k at  Donnel l y 's . 

T hat ' s a mi l l i on do l l ar  concer n. Ther e ar e t hr ee br ot her s and 

t hey ar e a l l  i n t he pr i nt i ng bus i nes s . I  wor k f o r  t he one t hat  

put s out  t he t el ephone book. Di d you know t hey char ged 50 cent s 

a mont h f o r  one l i ne i n t he Cl as s i f i ed - d book? The adver t i se-

ment s cost  anywher e f r om *2. 00 a mont h and up. So you can see t he 

amount  of  money t hat  comes, i n. Ever y s i ngl e name i n t he Cl as s i f i ed 

Ad book i s an account  wi t h t he f i r m. 

' I  wor k f r om 8 t o 5 o 'c l o c k . When I  get  a bi t e t o eat  and 

r ush down t o t he l oop t o my ot her  j ob. I  get  bet t er  pai d at  t hi s 

j ob wher e 1 wor k f r om 6 t o about  11 p.m. I  wor k by t he hour  so I  

can qui t  whenever  1 want  t o. That 's t he onl y way I  can make enc.,, 

meet  and save a l i t t l e . When I  get  my di vor ce I  i t end t o j o i n 

t he '."AOs. 
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"I  t ook s t enot ypi ng and I  t r i ed t o get  a j ob wher e I  coul d 

make use of  my t r ai n i ng. I  j ust  c oul dn't  get  a j ob. That ' s one 

of  t he r easons why I  i nt end t o j o i n t he WACs wher e t hey can use a 

s t enot yper . I ' v e been t ol d t hat  t hey need st enot yper s i n t he 

�UOs . I ' l l  l et  you know how I  come out . 

' I  t r i ed t o j o i n t he - AYES. I  t ook my phys i cal  exam and t hen 

I  got  a nast y l et t er  r ej ec t i ng me. I ' l l  show i t  t o you one of  

t hese day s . " 

r ack i n Los - »ngel es Toshl ko was a member  of  t he Women' 

Aux i l i ar y Cor ps whi ch dr i l l ed t hr ee ni ght s per  week f or  two hour s ' 

at  t he Los Angel es Ci t y J o l l ege campus. She was a member  of  t he 

band, pl ay i ng t he cor net . 



I l l i no i s Di vor ce Case 
Susk i  
J an. 14, 1944 

Toshi ko 1 s di vor ce case came up i n t he ni ght  cour t  i n Chi cago 

�f rei ght s on J an. 12. Her  at t or ney bei ng a per sonal  i r i end of  t he 

p r es i d i ng j udge and had t al ked t he mat t er  over  wi t h hi m. The 

at t or ney ment i oned t hat  pr oper t y set t l ement  had been made, t her e 

wer e no c hi l dr en i nvol ved and no al i mony was bei ng asked and t he 

di vor ce was not  bei ng cont est ed and t he j udge t o l d hi m t hat  i t  

a l l  pr obabi l i t y t he di vor ce woul d be gr ant ed. 

'.Then her  at t or ney a s \ e r  t o pr oduce t wo wi t nes s es , Toshi ko 

was st umped. She d i dn ' t  know who t o ask as t hey had t o be peopl e 

show knew ?;nd es pec i al l y t hose who wer e at  Hear t  f ount ai n at  t he 

t i me of  separ at i on. I  don't  know how she got  hol d of  me but  she 

cal l ed me up on J an. 4 and s ai d: 

' I  have somet hi ng per sonal  and r at her  embar r assi ng t o ask of  

you. I  am sui ng my husband f or  a di vor ce and I  need two wi t nes s es . 

I  wonder  i f  you and your  br ot her  wi l l  hel p me? The case i s coni ng 

up i n t he subur b cour t  on t he eveni ng of  J an. 19 and I  am ask i ng 

you and your  br ot her  t o t es t i f y i n my behal f . I ' d l i k e t o come 

over  ana t al k t o you about  i t . " 

V/e made ar r angement s t o meet  on t he eveni ng of  J an. 7. I n t er  

when I  di scussed t he mat t er  wi t h my br ot her  he seemed r at her  

skept i cal  whet her  he shoul d t es t i f y or  not  because he knew Shunr o 

wel l  t oo. 7e bot h came t o t he conc l us i on t hat  s i nce we knew bot h 

of  t he par t i es i t  woul d be bet t er  not  t o t es t i f y at  a l l  s i nce we 

i dnTt  have anyt hi ng agai ns t  ei t her  of  t hem. 

Toshi ko came over  F r i day ni ght  and pr esent ed her  s t or y. She 

t ol d us about  her  Mexi can di vor ce and about  Shuni e's cont empl at ed 

mar r i age and t hat  he was ask i ng f o r ' t he di vor c e. She added t hat  
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a s at i s f ac t o r y pr oper t y set t l ement  had been r eached and f chat  she 

was not  ask i ng f or  al i mony. She assur ed us t hat  Shuni e woul d not  

k ow who her  wi t nesses wer e and t hat  he woul d r ecei ve paper s say-

i n,; t hat  a di vor ce had been gr ant ed t o hi s wi f e. 

"My at t or ney t ol d me t hat  he coul d get  a coupl e o f  wi t nesses 

somewher e downt own f o r  ¿25 per  per son and get  t hem t o t es t i f y t hat  

t hey wer e i n Hear t  Mount ai n and al l  t hat  bal oney. But  he sai d 

t hat  i t  woul d be much bet t er  i f  I  coul d f i nd somebody who f or mer l y 

r es i ded i n Hear t  Mount ai n. I  r emember ed hear i ng about  you bei ng 

i n Hear t  Mount ai n so I  got  i n t ouch wi t h you. I  beg of  J I OU t o 

hel p me out  now. - f t er  I  get  my di vor ce I  i nt end t o j o i n t he 

~:rACs but  I  don't  want  t o do t h i s ' un t i l  I  -  et  ever yt hi ng c l ear ed 

and make a c l ean br eak f r om Shun i e. " 

Seei ng t hat  t her e was absol ut el y no chance f or  r ec onc i l at i on 

and much as we l i ked bot h Toshi ko and Shuni e, we dec i ded t hat  we 

woul d hel p her . Ar r angement s wer e made t o meet  Toshi ko at  t he 

155t h . t . St at i on. Her  at t or ney was t o meet  us t her e. 

77e met  Toshi ko at  t he des i gnat ed pl ac e on J an. 12 and f r om 

t her e t he at t or ney dr ove us 20 mi l es f ur t her  sout h t o Chi cago 

Hei ght s ni ght  cour t . On-  t he way we r ehear sed t he answer s 

whi ch wer e t o - be gi ven i n t he case. The at t or ney gave us a 

f ew po i nt er s as , "Never  say T I  t h i nk ' , you ei t her  know or  don't  

know. When you gi ve a number ,, be s pec i f i c , don't  say , «ar ound t wo 

mont hs ' , but  gi ve t he exact  number ." 

At  t he ni ght  cour t  Tos hi k o f s case w; s f i r s t  on t he l i s t . My 

br ot her  and I  st ood befor e- .t he c l er k andswor e t o "t e l l  t he t r ut h, 

t he whol e t r ut h and" not hi ng but  t he t i mt h, so hel p me God". 

Toshi ko was t he f i r s t  wi t nes s . The at t or ney asked her  name, 



her  pr esent  addr ess , when her  husband l ef t  her , whet her  she was a 

good and f ai t hf u l  wi f e, how her  l usband t r eat ed her , whet her  t her e 

/er e any chi l dr en of  t he mar r i a :e, whet her  any pr oper t y set t l ement  

had :een made. 

Toshi ko t es t i f i ed , T5y name i s Toshi ko 'uj i oka. I  was 

mar r i ed t o Shunr o Fuj i oka on Oct . 38 19, 1959. I  was a good and 

f ai t hf u l  wi f e. My husband was s ul l en, di sagr eeabl e and ver y un-

pl easant  whenever  I  had any v i s i t o r s . l ie l ef t  me t o go t o 9ody, 

7yo .i n on Oct . 25, 1942. J e had no c hi l dr en. "re have set t l ed 

al l  communi t y pr oper t y s at i s f ac t o r i l y . I  am ask i n f or  no al i mony 

an." I  know t  at  i f  I  don' t  ask f or  i t  now I  can never  ash f o r  i t  

l at er . I  an as :i ng t o ::t  my mai den name back . ' 

I  as t he next  wi t ness and I  gave t he f o l l owi ng t est i mony. 

"My name i s Loui seSusk i  and I  l i v e at  4520 S. l ake Par k «ve r ue. I  

have known Mr s . F uj i oka s i nce 1957, I  had© seen t he coupl e t wo 

or  t hr ee t i mes a week i i  Los n̂gel es but  at  Hear t  Mount ai n I  saw 

t hem al most  ever y day. Mr s . F uj i oka was a k i nd and good wi f e. 

Eer  husband was unsoc i abl e and many t i mes I  saw hi m when he woul d 

act  di sagr eeabl e at  home. Her  husband l ef t  her  at  "ear t  F ount ai n 

on Oct . 25, 1*42 and t hey have never  l i ved as men and wi f e s i nce 

t hat  t i me." ' 

7Ty br ot her  was t he next  wi t ness , a i d he t es t i f i ed about  t i e 

same as I  di d. 

Af t er  t hat  t he j udge s ai d, "The p l a i n t i f f  wi l l  appsar  be-

f or e me on J an.. 20 and I  wi l l  r ender  a dec i s i  n at  t hat  t i ne.a 

Case di s mi s s ed." 

1 t  was al l  t her e - was t o i t . '*r s . F uj i ok aT s at t or ney 

assur ed her  t h.t  she woul d be gr ant ed a di vor ce i t hout  f a i l . 



T o s h i ' s r eac t i on t o t hi s was : "'.'hoop ee, l e t ' s L.;o out  and 

cel ebr at e ITT 

I t  was al most  10 o*c l ock when we go t o Chi nat own. ' e had 

a l at e di nner  a Tai  Dong. "7e wer e a l l  so f ami shed t hat  we at e 

pr ac t i c al l y ever yt hi ng on t he t abl e. 



The f o l l owi ng i s a por t i on o f  a l et t er  wr i t t en by Dr . P .M. 

Suski  t o L oui s e, dat ed J anuar y 20, 1945 

I t  i s not  t he hi st or y of  J apanese i n Los Angel es t ut  i t  i s 

t he hi s t or y of  J apanese i n Amer i ca, begi nni ng wi t h the f i r s t  ent r y 

t o U.S. of  J apanese i n 1860. Mr . Saegusa has been r ei t er at i ng hi s 

opi ni on t hat  al l  h i s t o r i es of  J apanese I n Amer i ca so f ar  wr i t t en 

wer e f u l l  of  er r or s , due to aut hor s dependi ng-  most l y on ver bal  

i nf or mat i on of  ol d t i mer s at  bes t , and i n many i ns t ances on mer e 

hear - say. Mr . Saep- usa t r i ed t o base hi s hi s t or y on dai l y news-

paper s . Ol d paper s wer e al ways har d to fret  and he t r avel ed al l  

over  Cal i f o r ni a f or  15 year s t o gat her  dat a. Hi s act ual  wr i t i ng 

bee- en about  1927- 28 and f i ni shed hi s sket chy wor k about  1936, 

when he t ook t o bed and l ef t  most  of  t he edi t i ng t o me. I t  t ook 

me al l  t he t i me unt i l  1S40. The f i ni shed manuscr i pt  had been 

sent  t o t he Kaf u Shi mpo br anch at  Tokyo i n char ge of  Shogo Mut o 

i n t he summer  of  1941. Paper  was pur chasec i n L . A . and sent  to 

J apan. But  at  t hat  t i me t he J apanese gover nment  t ook over  al l  

pr i nt i ng pl ant s i n Tokyo, and we deci ded t o wai t  unt i l  t he end of  

t he war . I  have t he or i gi nal  copy i n l os Angel es , but  I  am dut y 

bound not  to make i t  publ i c , even f or  quot at i on. 

I  am hopi ng my l i br ar y wi l l  ar r i ve her e shor t l y . I n t hat  I  

have some mat er i al  about  t he hi s t o r y of  t he J apanese col ony i n 

Cal i f o r ni a, whi ch I  may di vul ge 
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Mor e excer pt s f r om t he l et t er : 

I f  anyone want s to know of  my past  l i f e , I  have mat er i al  

gat her ed and wr i t t en i n J apanese, I t  i s a mi xt ur e of  i nc i dent s , 

f ac t s , opi ni ons ana hopes, exper i ences I  went  t hr ough my chi l d-

hood i n J apan woul d be ver y i nt er es t i ng t o you e l l . I  have many 

dr awi ngs to i l l us t r at e t he s t or y . I  i nt end to t r ans l at e i t as 

soon as I  f i nd someone to as s i s t  me. 

I  do not  i nt end to r et ur n t o Cal i f o r n i a, at  l eas t  f or  10- 15 

year s . I  may be dead, most l y l i Xel y , bef or e Cal i f or ni a, i s r eady 

to accept  u s . . . . . Our  house i n v/el l  t aken car e of , r et t ed t o a 

I 'er r o pr ot est ant  mi ni s t er . I  woul d not  r ent  t he house t o any 

J apanese, as i t  may be bur nt . (Thi s i s i n answer  t o an i nqui r y 

as to whet her  he was wi l l i ng-  t o refct  t he house to a J apanese who 

wi :8 pl anni ng t o r et ur n to Ca l i f o r n i a . ) 

As t o my f ut ur e pl ans , I  have wr i t t en what  1 t hi nk and what  

-L i nt end t o do. I  wi l l  send my paper s wi t hi n a f ew days I  

am goi ng t o st ay her e at  camp unt i l  k i cked out . Not  t hat  I  l i k e 

i t , but  t hat  i s t he p- est ur e. They t ook me out  o f  Cal i f o r ni a 

f o r c i bl y . They dest r oyed my pr ac t i c e. The al i en i s pr event ed 

f r om pr ac t i c i ng i n any ot her  s t at e l egal l y , even i f  t her e i s a 

chance of  makine-  good. Ther e i s not  much chance of  maki ng i t  pay 

ei t her  
! 

Why c an' t  you f o l ks move to Mi l waukee? Cl ar a and t he baby 

at  l eas t ? .̂c t o some west er n subur b of  Chi cago, i f  you must  st ay 
» 

i n Chi cago? I nduce J u l i a (my ol der  s i s t er ) t o move t o Chi cago, 

ney bet t er  t o Mi l waukee. Bob f her  husband) does n't  l i k e Chi cago. 

J u l i a l i k es f l ew "Yor k, whi ch Bob condemns, i 'hey ar e now consi der -

i np Col or ado Sor i ngs , whi ch may be about  t he best  i n t he mi ddl e 



west er n s t at es . I  am pi ai s i ns? Mi l waukee ss 8 e- ood p l ac e. I t  i s 

j us t  about  i n t he mi ddl e of  t he count r y as Col or ado Spr i ngs , but  

moi e near  c i v i l i z a t i o n . F l or a (anot her  s i s t er ) may event ual l y 

set t l e ar ound Chi c ago . Then mot her  coul d st ay ar ound t her e 

vi s i t i ng-  J u l i a , t f l or a, l̂ aar a, El mer  (br ot her  i n Mi l wauk ee) , you 

and Sus i e ( s i s t er - i n - l aw) , ¡>he woul d not  oe t i r ed o f  any pl ace 

i f  she'd have f i v e pl ac es t o $?o 

t  

i 

Not e: Per haps I  shoul d expl ai n a l i t t l e about  t he f ami l y so 

you wi l l  know what ' s what . J u l i a ' s husoand, Bob, was f or mer l y 

wi t h «al t  Di sney St udi o and l at er  M- G- M car t oon dept . He was i n 

Chi cago f or  a whi l e do i n? f r ee l dbe wor k as a commer ci al  ar t i s t  

unt i l  he went  to Hew Yoxi u I t  wan whi l e he was i n New Yor k t hat  

he dr ew a comi c s t r i p , "Mi k i " whi ch i s now syndi cat ed and aspear -

i nft  i n sever al  paper s , i nc l udi ng: t he Chi cago Dai l y News. He p- oee 

under  t he name of  - ouer t  Kay . F l o r a ' s husband i s i n t he Army so 

she i s s t i l l  at  Hear t  ¿i t . wi t h hex son and near  my mot her . I  i  

have a br ot her  i n t he Army and h i s wi f e, Sus i e, i s l i v i n g wi t h me. 

Sl mer  i 3 t he younges t  and he i s l i v i n g i n Mi l waukee wi t h h i s wi f e 

and c h i l d . Y ou'v e hear d o f  Cl ar a, so t her e ' s our  f ami l y . I  hope 

you get  somet hi ng out  o f  t he l et t er  my f at her  wr ot e to me. 



mar r i age i n chi eago 
susk i  
j r eb. 1, 1944 

The mar r i age of  two Chi cago r es i dent s on J anuar y 30, br ought  

t oget her  11 r el at i ves of  t he br i de t o t h i s c i t y . Ki yo Sat o , 

f or mer l y of  San J ose, Ca l i f . became t he br i de of  Shi ger u Hashi -

mot o, f or mer l y of  E l  Mont e, â l i f . at  t he Thor ndyke Hi l t on Memor i al  

Chapel  of  t he Chi cago Theo l ogi cal  Semi nar y wi t h Rev. J i t suo Mor i -

kawa, n i s ei  bapt i s t  mi ni s t er , o f f i c i at i ng . 

Among t he br i de ' s r el at i ves wer e her  s i s t er , Bi yo Sat o , f r om 

Buf f al o , N.Y . ; her  br ot her  PFC ¿'r ed Yamamot o, f r om Camp Shel by , 

Mi s s . ; anot her  br ot her , J ack Sat o and hi s wi f e and sever al  ot her  

r el at i ves f r om Det r o i t , Mi ch, and a s i s t er , Mr s . ckuda and her  

husband, L t . E i z Okuda who j us t  compl et ed hi s t r ai ni ng at  Car -

l y l e Bar r acks , Pa. Among t he br i de ' s f r i ends wer e Al i c e Suzuk i  

f r om Buf f al o , A'.Y. ; Ter eda Honda of  Yel l ow Spr i ngs , Ohi o ; Yoshi ye 

Ogat a, her  r nai d- of - honor , of  Col umbus, Ohi o , and a f ew ot her s 

f r om Det r o i t , Mi ch. 

The br i de wor e a l ong whi t e s i l k cr epe gown wi t h l ong s l eeves . 

She wor e a smal l  whi t e skul l  can t o whi ch was at t ached a shor t  

whi t e v e i l . She car r i ed a whi t e pr ayer  book and a whi t e or chi d, 

i i er  at t endant  wor e a bl ue cr epe gown t r i mmed i n bl ue sequi ns . She 

wor e a cor sage of  gar deni as . 

Whi l e t he br i dal  par t y wor e f or mal  at t i r e, t he gr oom and hi s 

best man wer e i n i nf or mal  dar k bl ue s u i t s . Bot h wor e whi t e t ou-

t onni er es . 

Af t er  t he cer emony a r ecept i on was hel d i n t he f oyer  over -

l ook i ng t he pat i o . P r i vat e Yamamotch was mast er  of  cer emoni es . 

Congr at ul at or y eeee wor ds wer e ext ended by t he two at t endant s of  
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t he br i de and gr oom. 

Whi l e t he engaged coupl e was maki ng pl ans f or  t he weddi ng, 

t hey wer e undec i ded whet her  t o have a l ar ge weddi ng and i nv i t e 

some 500 f r i ends or  have a smal l  cer emony and i nv i t ed onl y c l ose 

f r i ends . When I  was appr oached on t hi s s ubj ec t , I  gave t hem my 

opi ni on t hat  I  per sonal l y f avor ed a smal l  weddi ng. 

Announcement s of  t he weddi ng wer e i ssued about  t wo weeks 

bef or e t he cer emony. 

Dur i ng t he r ecept i on t he br i de was hear d say i ng, "Now t hat  

1 am mar r i ed, I  can s t ar t  l ook i ng f or  a j o b . " Mr s . Hashi mot o 

came t o Chi cago f r om Hear t  Mount ai n on Uecember  2. She st ayed at  

t he Br et hr en's hos t el  f or  a f ew days . Lat er  she and Yoshi  Hashi -

mot o, her  f ut ur e s i s t er - i n- l aw, moved i nt o an apar t ment  on t he 

Sout h Si de, whi ch was f ound by her  f i anc e. She has not  wor ked 

s i nce comi ng t o Chi cago as she was busy maki ng pl ans f or  her  wed-

di ng. She i s now l ook i ng f or  some k i nd of  o f f i c e j ob. 

Whi l e at  Hear t  Mount ai n .Mr s. Hashi mot o was head of  t he Gi r l s 

Cl ub ac t i v i t i es . Some t i me i n May she became i l l  wi t h pe pl eur i s y 

and was conf i ned i n bed unt i l  t he l at t er  par t  of  J une. She di d 

not  s t ar t  wor k i ng agai n unt i l  Sept ember , r esumi ng her  wor k i n 

t he Gi r l s Cl ub ac t i v i t i es . ' 

Last  spr i ng Mr s . Hashi mot o became engaged t o Geor ge Tanaka, 

a c l ose f r i end of  her  br ot her s who l i ved t oget her  wi t h t hem. At  

t hat  t i me her  mot her  want ed her  t o get  mar r i ed r i ght  away. How-

ever , she conf i ded t o me t hat  " I  am not  sur e whet her  1 want  t o 

mar r y Geor ge r i ght  away or  not . My r el at i v es ar e pushi ng t he 

deal  and want  t o see me mar r i ed. I  don' t  know whet her  I  r eal l y 

car e f or  Geor ge enough t o mar r y h i m." 
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At  t hat  t i me she asked my opi ni on on t he mat t er . I  t ol d her , 

"Mar r i age i s an i mpor t ant  st ep i n any per s on's l i f e . Per sonal l y 

I  don't  bel i eve i n di vor ce unl ess t her e i s abso l ut el y no possi -

b i l i t y of  a mar r i ed coupl e t o get  al ong wi t h each ot her . I ' d 

r at her  see a coupl e di vor ced t han unhappi l y mar r i ed. You may be 

t hi nk you l ove Geor ge now, but  i t  may be bet t er  i f  you wai t  f or  

a whi l e and be sur e you l ove hi m bef or e you mar r y hi m. Mar r i age 

i s n ' t  somet hi ng t hat  you can j ump i nt o and j ump out  o f , i t  i s 

a pact  f or  l i f e so one shoul d be ver y sur e bef or e t ak i ng t he 

s t ep . " 

Ki yo t ol a me t hat  she f el t  t he same way and t hat  i n spi t e of  

what  her  r el at i v es t hi nk she woul d wai t  a whi l e bef or e get t i ng 

mar r i ed. I n sever al  weeks t he engagement  was qui et l y br oken o f f  

by mut ual  consent . "Geor ge i s s t i l l  one of  my best  f r i ends , " 

sai d Bl i yo when she t ol d me of  t he br oken engagement . A f ew weeks 

l at er  Geor ge went  t o Det r o i t  on an i ndef i n i t e l eave and i s sai d 

t o have a good j ob wi t h a mi l k dai r y . 

Ki yo and Shi g met  at  Hear t  Mount ai n. They wer e bot h ac t i ve 

i n t he Communi t y Chr i s t i an Chur ch. F r i endshi p bl ossomed i nt o l ove 

and so t hey wer e mar r i ed. 



Ll ar  ay ama f uner al  
Su sk i  
F eb. 11, 1944 

Some 60 per s ons , ©i nc l udi ng s i x Cauc as i ans and some ei ght  

i s s e i , at t ended t he f uner al  s er v i c es hel d f o r  Amy Mur ayama, onl y 

caught er  of  Mr . and Mr s . Har r y Sadak i c hi  Mur ayama of  J eer  Par k , 

111. at  t he Gr ace Epi s c opal  Chapel  on Thur sday , i eb . 10, 1944, at  

2 o ' c l o c k . The Bev . J ohn I/I. Yamazak i , f or mer  pas t o r  of  t he 

J apanese Epi s c opal  Chur ch of  Los Angel es wher e t he Mur ayama f ami l y 

s er e ac t i ve member s, o f f i c i a t ed wi t h t he as s i s t anc e of  a Caucas i an 

mi ni s t er  o f  t hat  c hapel . 

The cer emony was conduct ed i n Engl i s h and c ons i s t ed of  sever al  

pr ayer s and t wo hymns, " I  Woul d He T r ue" and "Sweet  Hour  of  

Pr ayer '' whi c h wer e r eques t ed by t he dec eas ed. P i pe or gan musi c 

was hear d t hr oughout  t he s er v i c es except  dur i ng t he pr ayer s . The 

chapel  i s par t  o f  t he St . L uk e ' s Hos pi t al  wher e Mi ss Mur ayama di ed 

D'f  pneumoni a. She had been conf i ned t o h i s hos p i t al  i n Ap r i l , 

1943 of  some l ung ai l ment  but  she r ecover ed and went  home. She 

became i l l  a shor t  t i me ago and succumbed t o pneumoni a. Her  deat h 

was whol l y unexpec t ed, accor di ng t o Ben Mur ayama, her  c ous i n, who 

came to Chi cago f or  t he f uner al  ,s er v i c es f r om Col umbus, Ohi o . 

The deceased i s about  26 year s o l d. She was ac t i v e i n t he 

J apanese Epi s c opal  Chur ch i n Los Angel es . Sho r t l y af t er  gr adua-

t i ng h i gh school  she was sent  t o J apan t o s t udy J apanes e. She 

at t ended Kei s en J ogakko, f ounded by Mi c hi  Kawai , and r et ur ned t o 

Cal i f o r n i a upon gr aduat i on. She kept  books and wor ked as secr e-

t ar y i n her  f a t her ' s s t o r e, "The Ni s e i  Sho- kai  (Company) 

whi ch defcl t  wi t h e l ec t r i c app l i anc es . 

When her  f ami l y evacuat ed t o Sant a An i t a Assembl y Cent er , 

she wor ked as a c ouns el l o r  i n t he So c i a l  Wel f ar e Depar t ment . When 

her  f ami l y r el oc at ed t o J er ome VVRA c ent er , she agai n wor ked i n t he 
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Soc i al  Tel f ar e Depar t ment  up t o t he t i me she l ef t  f or  r eset t l e-

ment  i n Chi cago. Her  par ent s ar e now wor ki ng as domest i cs i n a 

home i n Deer  Par k , I l l i n o i s ; t he el dest  son, Henr y, and hi s wi f e 

and chi l d ar e i n Ut i c a, I l l i no i s wher e Henr y i s wor k i ng i n a 

p l as t i c concer n. Her ber t  i s wor k i ng i n Chi cago. 

News of  Amy's deat h and f uner al  ser v i ces wer e t ol d t o c l ose 

f r i ends t hr ough t he mai l  and t hese per sons i n t ur n i nf or med ot her s . 

Rev . Yamazaki  al so got  i n t ouch wi t h sever al  f or mer  member s of  hi s 

chur ch i n Los Angel es . 

Thi s f uner al  ser v i ce i s t he second conduct ed f or  evacuees i n 

Chi cago. 





* * * * * * * * * 

* 

* 

* 

The Funer al  Ser vi ce 
f or  

Aií Y MURAYAMA 
at  

Gr ace Epi scopal  Chapel  
1442 S. I ndi ana 

Chi cago 

Thur sday, Febr uar y 10, 1944 
2:00 p.m. 

f Wj t * ; B©®k -  - p.  ̂
* * * * * * * * 

I  TOLD BE TRUE 

I  woul d be t r ue, f or  t her e ar e t hose who t r ust  me 
I  woul d be pur e, f or  t her e" ar é t hose who car e; 
I  woul d be st r ong, f or  t her e i s much to suf f er ; 
I  woul d be "brave, f or  t her e i s much to dar e, 
I  woul d be br ave, f or  t her e i s much to dar e. 

I  woul d be f r i end of  al l , t he f oe, t he f r i endl ess 
I  woul d be gi vi ng, and f or get  t he gi f t ; 
I  woul d be humbl e, foi : I  know my weakness; 
I  woul d l ook up, and l augh, and l ove and l i f t , 
I  woul d l ook up, and l augh, and l ove, and l i f t . 

Amen 

SWEST HOUR OF PRAYER 

Sweet  hour  of  pr ayer ! Sweet  hour  of  pr ayer ! 
That  cal l s me f rom a wor l d of  car e, 
And bi d me at  my Fat her 's t hr one 
Make al l  my want s and wi shes known; 
I n seasons of  di st r ess and gr i ef , 
My soul  has of t en found r el i ef ; 
And of t  escaped t he t empt er 's snar e, 
By t hy r et ur n, sweet  hour  of  pr ayer ! 

Sweet  hour  of  pr ayer ! Sweet  hour  of  pr ayer ! 
Thy wi ngs shal l  my pet i t i on bear  
To hi m whose t r ut h and f ai t hf ul ness 
Engage t he wai t i ng soul  to bl ess . 
And si nce he bi ds me seek hi s f ace, 
Bel i eve hi s word and t r ust  hi s gr ace,  ̂
I ' l l  cast  on hi m my ever y car e 
And wai t  f or  t hee, sweet  hour  of  pr ayer ! 

Sweet  hour  of  pr ayer ! Sweet  hour  of  pr ayer ! 
May I  thy consol at i on shar e, 
T i l l , f rom Mount  P i sgah's l of t y hei ght , 
I  vi ew my home and t ake my f l i ght ; 
Thi s r obe of  f l esh I ' l l  dr op, and r i se 
To sei ze t he ever l ast i ng pr i ze; 
And shout , whi l e passi ng t hr o' t he ai r , 
Far ewel l , f ar ewel l , sweet  hour  of  pr ayer ! 

Amen 

* * * * * * * * * * 

The above hymns wer e r equest ed by t he deceased 



Fr ee As s oc i at i on: Cl ass di s t i nc t i on 
Er ni e Takahashi  
Mar ch 5, 1944 

Camp has a way of  degr adi ng peopl e. I f  I  star red i n Post on 

much l onger , I  woul d have degr aded mysel f  and become j ust  l i ke 

t he r est  of  t he peopl e. The c l asses of  peopl e wer e so not i ceabl e 

i n camp. Those who had no br eedi ng r eal l y showed i t  when t hey 

wer e t hr own t oget her  wi t h t he ot her s . I 'm gl ad I  got  out  when I  

di d or  el se I  woul d have degr aded down t o t hei r  l ev el . 

I  l i k e i t  her e i n Chi cago wh*e wher e you can mi x i n wi t h 

t he peopl e you want  t o . Chi cago has ever yt hi  i gk , t he t heat r e, 

movi es , concer t s and pr ogr ams of  a l l  k i nds . I t ' s easy t o get  

ar ound i n t he c i t y i f  you want  t o v i s i t  f r i ends . I  l i k e l i v i ng 

i n Chi cago. 



Fr ee Di s c us s i on: On t he dr af t  
Er ni e Takahashi  
Mar ch 5, 1944 

I  hope t he Army won't  t ake me f or  s i x mont hs. At  l as t  I ' m 

doi ng somet hi ng t hat  I  want ed t o do s i nce comi ng t o Chi cago. I  

was wi t h a c l i n i c i n t he Loop doi ng t ec hni c i an 's wor k i n t he op-

t omet r y di v i s i o n. Now I 'm wor ki ng i n t he pl ant  wher e gl asses 

ar e ac t ual l y made. That  i s mor e i nt er es t i ng. 

Whenever  an Array o f f i c er  comes t her e I  h i de. I 'm af r ai d t hat  

i f  any of  t hem sees me wor ki ng t her e, t hey f l i ght  t r y t o boot  me 

out  l i k e t hey ' r e done t o boys at  Oscar  f l ayer . As I on ; as t hey 

don't  s ees me wor ki ng t hey won't  do anyt hi ng and I 'm saf e i n my 

j ob. The wor k I 'm doi ng now i s har d, but  I  don't  mi nd i t . I t ' s 

j ust  what  I ' v e been t r ai ned f or  and I  want  t o make good t her e. 

But  I 'm af r ai d I ' l l  be dr af t ed soon. 

I f  I  had a efcaa. choi ce bet ween Shel b -  and r avage, I ' d t ake 

Savage. I  don' t  know much about  t he l anguage but  I 'm sur e I  can 

l ear n. I f  I  get  dr af t ed I 'm goi ng t o ask t o be sent  t o Savage. 



?r ee di s c us s i on: on Communi cat i on 
Er ni e Takahashi  
Mar ch 5, 1944 

I f  someone wer e t o s t ar t  a newspaper  out  her e f o r  t he eva-

cuees , he woul d make a l ot  of  money. I  t hi nk t her e i s a need f or  

a newspaper  or  somet hi ng whi ch t he ni s ei  can r ead and see what  

t hey ' r e f r i ends ar e doi ng and wher e t hey ar e. The P ac i f i c 

Ci t i zen i s n ' t  enough. I t  i s n ' t  per sonal  enough. 

v'hen I  was "back i n x'r esno I  used t o wr i t e f or  a weekl y 

paper , "The Chuka T i mes ". Al l  I  had t o do was t o wr i t e 10 

i t ems each week. I  t r i ed t o make t he ar t i c l es compl i ment ar y and 

wr i t e about  f r i ends who passed t hr ough ? r es no . Y ou'd be sur -

pr i sed how t he ni s ei  used t o r ead t hat  s t uf f . 

Peopl e used t o dr op i n my o f f i c e and t el l  me bout  t hemsel ves 

or  somebody and I ' d wr i t e i t  up i n t he 10 ar t i c l es . But  t he 

r unni est  t hi ng was t he not es t hey 'd l eave under  my door . The 

ni s ei  l i ked t o see t hei r  names i n pr i nt . 

Ther e wer e t i mes when t he Buddhi st  peopl e k i cked and sai d 

t hat  I  wasn't  put t i ng i n anyt hi ng about  t hem. But  I  d i dn ' t  know 

many Bussei  and bes i des t he edi t o r  d i dn ' t  car e what  I  wr ot e, j ust  

as l ong as I  had t hose 10 ar t i c l es f o r  hi m. I  onl y wr ot e about  

peopl e I  knew and i t  was n't  t hat  I  was di s c r i mi nat i ng agai ns t  t he 

Buddhi s t s . 

I  t hi nk t he same t hi ng hol ds t r ue' out  her e. The ni s ei  s t i l l  

l i k e t o see t hei r  names i n pr i nt  and I 'm sur e a paper  woul d go 

over  bi g i f  anyone shoul d st ar t  one. 



Fr ee Di s c us s i on: Ni sei  Soc i al  Out l et  
Er ni e Takahashi  
Mar ch 5, 1944 

I f  t her e ,as a pl ace wher e ni s ei  coul d get  t oget her  f or  a 

s oc i al  or  even a dance, I 'm sur e t her e woul d be a l ot  of  l i sei  

who coul d enj oy t hemsel ves . One c an't  enj oy hi msel f  at  t hese 

ni s ei  dances wher e t he at mospher e i s not  good and a di f f er ent  

c l ass of  ni sei  at t end. I t ' s j us t  l i k e goi ng t o a dance ha l l . 

You don't  know most  of  t he n i s ei  t her e. 

Even t he dances back home wer e much bet t er . You knew most  

of  t i e peopl e t her e and you had a good t i me. But  her e i n Chi cago 

t he dances ar e ent i r el y di f f er ent . You c an't  enj oy y o ur s el f . 

I X I  wer e t ak i ng a dat e out  I ' d r at her  t ake her  t o a ni ce 

hot el  f o r  an enj oyabl e eveni ng. Her e you get  good at mospher e, 

good f  od and a . l oo r  show. I t  i s much l es s expens i ve t han goi ng 

t o a r est aur ant  and t hen t o a si eve movi e or  a t heat r e and t hen 

f or  a snac:: a f i s r  ar ds . f ou have t o buck t he cr owd wher ever  you 

go, wai t  i n l i ne f or  ever y t hi ng and wast e a l ot  of  t i me. The 

peopl e ar ound you i n a hot el  l i k e Pal mer  House, t he Pump Room 

and s i mi l ar  pl aces ar e bet t er  c l as s . As l ong as you behave you 

ar e accept ed i n t hese pl ac es . 

Ther e i s n ' t  much one can do wi t h a dat e except  t o t ake her  

t o a pl ay , a movi e or  a di ne and dance pl at oe. You c an't  get  

any pr i vacy at  a l l , i n t he f i r s t  pl ace. The gi r l  al ways l i ves 

,/i t h sever al  ot her  gi r l s and you can't  have a ni ce qui et  v i s i t  

wi t h her  at  her  apar t ment , so you have t o di ne out . Ther e's no 

pr i vacy i n a t axi cab ei t her , and you c an't  r i ae ar ound t oo much. 

Nat ur al l y t he s t r eet  car  or  t he . "I " i s no pl ace t o t al k , i t ' s 

t oo no i s y . I t ' s t oo col d t o wal k ar ound t he par k . What  can you 
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do? 

When spr i ng comes i t  wi l l  be a l i t t l e bet t er , at  l east  you 

can t ake a s t r o l l  i n t he par k or  even go out  t o t he l ake. But  

dur i ng t he wi nt er  t her e's not hi ng you can do. 



F r ee Di s c us s i o n : on J ob Oppor t uni t i es 
I 'ar ch 5, 1344 

War r en Wat anabe: I  wonder  i f  t he n i s e i  woul d have had a 

bet t er  chance i f  t hey had come out  t o Chi cago way bef o r e evacua-

t i on and t r i ed t o make a 1 v i ng out  her e? 

L oui se Sus k i : I  t hi nk i f  t he n i s ei  wer e wel l  t r ai ned i n t hei r  

f i e l ds and coul d compet e wi t h t he Cauc as i ans , t hey woul d have l ad 

a chance. I  do n ' t  t hi nk t he pr ej udi c e agai ns t  t he n i s ei  was a 

gr eat  as i t  was on t he c oas t . On t he coast  many per sonnel  

manager s wo ul dn' t  even gi ve t he n i s ei  an i nt er v i ew wher eas I  

bel i eve t he per sonnel  manager s out  her e woul d have at i  l eas t  

gi v en t he n i s e i  an i nt er v i ew and t hen i t  woul d have been up t o 

t he n i s e i  t o s el l  h i ms el f . And i f  he was good enough I  r eal l y 

bel i eve he coul d have got t en a j ob. Si nc e t he f eel i ng agai ns t  

t he n i s e i  was not  bad at  t hat  t i me as i t  i s now, I  t hi nk he 

woul d have been accept ed. He j us t  had t o pr ove t ' ât  he was 

capabl e of  ho l di ng t hat  j ob. 

'�ar r en Wat anabe: I  doubt  i t  because t hey had pl ent y of  

wor ker s t hen. Now t her e i s a shor t age of  manpower  and conse-

quent l y t he n i s e i  ar e bei ng ac c ept ed. 

Sr ni e Tak ahas hi : I f  I  t hought  I  had a bet t er © chance i n t he 

mi ddl ewest  t han on t he P ac i f i c Coast  when I  f i n i s hed s c hoo l , I  

woul d have come out  her e i mmedi at el y . But  1 don't  know whet her  

t he n i s e i  had a bet t er  chance bef or e t he war  t han t hey do now. 

L oui se Sus k i : Per haps t he r eason why t her e wer en' t  ver y many 

n i s e i  ho l di ng good j obs i n t he mi ddl ewest  was t hat  so f ew t r i ed 

t hei r  l uc k . They .j ust  t ook i t  f o r  gr ant ed t hat  t hi ngs wer e pr et t y 

much t he same as i t  was on t he P ac i f i c Coas t . Sev er al  year s ago 
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I  r ecei ved l et t er s f r om ni s ei  i n t he mi ddl ewest  ur gi ng me t o get  

ni s ei  co l l ege st udent s t o ent er  school  out  her e and t hen seek 

wor k i n t he mi ddl ewest . I  got  t he i mpr ess i on t hat  ni s ei  wer e 

bei ng accept ed i n var i ous j obs . I  di d t al k t o a number  of  peopl e 

but  t hey seemed t o be cont ent ed i t h t he measl y s al ar i es pai d by 

t he i s sei  empl oyer s. I  guess t he ni s ei  j ust  d i dn ' t  want  t o get  

away f r om ni s ei  as soc i at i ons and n i s ei  s oc i al  l i f e . 



Fr ee As s oc i at i on: on Soc i al  Out l et  
J oe Takahashi  
Mar ch 5, 1944 

We never  go out  i n more t han t wo coupl es or  f i v e peopl e at  

t he most . I t ' s t oo conspi cuous t o have more t han t hat . 'Then you 

go t o a pl ace l i k e Tr i anon or  Ar agon, i t ' s best  t o go wi t h anot her  

coupl e so you can have somebody el se t o dance wi t h bes i des your  

dat e. 

""hen I  have a l i t t l e ext r a money I  t ake out  a dat e. I f  not , 

I  l ust  don't  � o out . I t  cost s at  l eas t  .10 per  dat e because you 

i nc l ude di nner , a show or  somet hi ng and a snack af t er war ds . 

I  sur e i  ot  r ooked t he ot her  n i ght . We wer e at  a di ne and 

dance pl ace and a g i r l  came ar ound s el l i ng gar deni as . I  asked my 

dat e whet her  she want ed one or  not  and she sai d y es . So t he gi r l  

pi nned one on my dat e. I  t hought  i t  woul d be about  50 cent s and 

t hen I ' d gi ve her  a 15 cent*s t i p . I  asked t he gi r l  how much i t  

was and she sai d one buck. I t  f l oor ed me. Ther e was not hi ng I  

coul d do but  pay i t  si  i ce my dat e had t he gar deni a al r eady 

pi nned on. Gosh, one buck f or  a t i ny gar deni a whi ch coul d have 

been bought  f or  a di me back home,. 



F i r s t  Bapt i s t  Chur ch 
:Tar . 13, 1944 

i  

Mr . and Mr s . Ri o Xashi wagi  (Bapt i s t s ) and Maki  I ohi yasu 

(Congr egat i onal i s t 4 who wer e v i s i t i ng i n Chi cago f r om Mi l waukee 

over  t he week- end want ed t o v i s i t  t he F i r s t  Bapt i s t  Chur ch wher e 

Rev. J i t s uo Mor i kawa i s ass i s t ant  pas t or . A l l  t hr ee of  t hem knew 

Rev. l l or i kawa i n Los Angel es wher e he ser ved as past or  of  t he 

Los Angel es , Gar aena and Ter mi nal  I : l and Bapt i s t  chur ches . They 

t ook Amy Okazak i , who at t ends t he Hyde Par k Bapt i s t  chur ch r egu-

l ar l y , wi t h t hem. The l at t er  at t ended t he i ns t al l at i on ser v i ce 

and some of  t he ot her  ser v i ces of  t he F i r s t  Bapt i s t  chur ch. 

Maki  I ohi yasu had t he f o l l owi ng t o say about  t he chur ch and 

s er v i c e: 

r 1Rev. Mor i kawa was at  t he door  and gr eet ed t he peopl e as 

t hey ent er ed t he chur ch. I t ' s a smal l  chur ch and t he peopl e 

t her e seem t o be qui t e f r i endl y . I  not i ced about  hal f  a dozen 

ni sei  t her e. One of  t hem was l ob Okazaki  who' i s t he el der  

br ot her  of  Surai  Kashi wagi  and Amy Ok azak i . Rev. Mor i kawa t ook 

par t  i n t he mor ni ng ser v i ces by gi vi ng t he pr ayer , r eadi ng t he 

sc r i pt ur e whi l e Rev. T i t us pr eached t he ser mon. 

r ,Rev. Mor i kawa t ol d us t o be sur e and come t o t he eveni ng 

ser v i ce at  7:30 p.m. as a l ot  of  ni s ei  came t o t hat  ser v i ce so 

we went  t hat  ni ght . The pl ace was f u l l  of  J apanese and onl y a 

hanf dul  of  Caucas i ans r  I  saw a l ot  of  my f r i ends t her e, some 

.hem I  had not  "seen s i nce l eav i ng Post on i n Apr i l  of  l as t  year  

and ot her s I  hadn't  seen s i nce evacuat i on. Rev. Mor i kawa i s a 

good pr eacher , he has a l ot  of  sense i n h i s t ; I k s . He speaks 

s l owl y , c l ear l y 'but  h i s ser mons ar e f u l l  of  meani ng. I  t hi nk 

ever ybody t her e l i k es hi m. He seems t o be ver y popul ar  among 
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t he gener al  con r a at  i on. l ie has a pl eas i ng per sonal i t y . 

"Ther e ar e a l ot  of  n i s ei  who ar e Bapt i s t s and consequent l y 

t hey woul d at t end t hi s chur ch. ¿'hen t her e ar e ot her  ni s ei  who 

woul d r at her  at t end a chur ch wher e t her e ar e a l ot  of  ni sei  r a-

t her  t han be t he onl y one at t endi ng a Caucas i an chur ch. Somehow 

t he ni s ei  woul d r at her  s t i c k t oget her  and I  don't  bl ame t hem. I  

t hi nk t he n i s ei  can do a l ot  of  good t hr ough t hi s chur ch as t hey 

wi l l  have many cont act s wi t h Caucas i ans t hr ough j o i nt  meet  I n - s 

and ot her  gat her i ngs . ? 

Bob Okazak i , who i s r eput ed t o be Rev. Mor i kawa's publ i c i t y 

man and who was r espons i bl e f or  sendi ng out  r egul ar  car ds and 

bul l et i ns announci ng chur ch ser v i ces and ot her  ac t i v i t i es of  

t hi s chur ch t o t he n i s ei , t o l d hi s s i s t er  t hat  he pl ans t o go t o 

Denver  soon. He was wor k i ng as a cook at  t he - i st er i a Tea Gar -

dens and now he i s wor ki ng at  a p l as t i c and s i l k scr een pai nt i ng 

pl ace, ho;.ever , i ndi cat ed t het  he wi l l  l eave f or  Denver  soon 

wher e he has been of f er ed some ci nd o_ A j ob i n t he J apanese 

:o ni uni t y t her e. He seems t o he l ost  unl ess he i s sur r oui de. 

. i t h J apanese f ac es . 



Mi l v, auke e Ni  s e i  
Mar ch 27, 1944 
Susk i  

Four  or  us r es i dent s of  Chi cago wer e spec i al  guest s of  t he 

Mi l waukee young peopl e at  t hei r  mont hl y s oc i al  hel d over  t he 

week- end o f  r eb. 26 and 27. The Mar ch soc i al  was shi r  t ed one 

week ear l i er  i n or der  to accommodat e t he Chi cago v i s i t o r s . The 

dat e was set  two eeks pr ev i ous l y /hen t wo .ember s of  t he soc i al  

commi t t ee was v i s i t ' i ng Chi cago and at  t hat  t i me ext ended an i n-

v i t at i on t o at t end t he mont hl y s oc i al . "~l e want  you t o know how 

t he Mi l waukee young peopl e get  al ong and how we sponsor  s oc i al s 

each mont h", t hey sai d. 

On t he f i r s t  eveni ng, ¿ eb. 26, a bowl i ng par t y was hel d i n 

t he f our - l ane al l ey i n t he basement  of  t he Mi l waukee Y'YCA bui l d-

i ng. Al l  l 'our  l anes wer e r eser ved f or  t he eveni ng. Si xt een 

per sons par t i c i pat ed i n t he games. The r egul ar  YWC4 bowl i ng 

i ns t r uc t or  was pr esent  t o hel p t he begi nner s . £ pr i ze was 

o f f er ed t o t he g i r l  who made t he best  i mpr ovement  i n t wo l i nes . 

i i f t er  t he gr oup bowl ed t hr ee l i nes , t hey went  up t o t he 

l i v i ng r oom on t he f our t h f l oor  f or  an i nf or mal  s oc i al . Br i di e 

and ot her  car d games wer e pl ayed. L i ght  r ef r eshment s wer e 

ser ved l at er . 

The par t y br oke up about  11 o 'c l oc k as t he YT.'C  ̂ has pl aced_ 

a cur f ew and al l  ac t i v i  oies-  l ust  end by 11 p. n. Thi s ni sei  

soc i al  was t he onl y' ac t i v i t y schedul ed f or  t he eveni  i gx i n t he 

"Y " bui l di ng. 

A pot - l uck supper  and da ce was pl anned f or  t he f o l l owi ng 

eveni ng at  t he YV/Ci ,. I he t abl e i n t he di ni ng r oom on t he f our t h 

f l oor  was set  f or  20 peopl e pl us t wo c hi l dr en. The younger  set  

had been i nv i t ed t o t he dance whi ch was schedul ed f or  t he l at t er  

par t  of  t he eveni ng. Most  of  t he o l der  peopl e pl ayed car ds i n 
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t he l i v i ng r oom, l eav i ng t he younger  peopl e t o enj oy danc i ng t o 

musi c pr ov i ded by a j uke box. 

The car d par t y was schedul ed f o r  3 o ' c l o c k i n t he ai t er noon, 

however , a par ade whi ch went  t hr ough t he downt own s t r eet s i n t he 

af t er noon hel d up t he t r a f f i c and as a r esul t  t he maj or i t y of  t he 

t he n i s e i  di d not  ar r i v e at  t he r ,Y" un t i l  c l ose t o 6 o ' c l o o k , 

t he t i me s et  f or  t he pot - l uck supper . Si nc e t he YWCA bui l d i ng 

i s l ocat ed i n t he downt own ar ea, i t  was d i f f i c u l t  t o get  t o t he 

bu i l d i ng dur i ng t he pr ocess o f  t he par ade. 

Mak i  I c h i y as u, Y*GL s t af f  member , sai d t hat  a commi t t ee was 

s el ec t ed each mont h t o t ake car e of  t hese mont hl y s o c i al s and 

each n i s e i  was gi v en an oppor t uni t y t o ser ve on t he commi t t ee 

dur i ng t he y ear . 

I  met  Surni  Shi  i ozaKi , sec r et ar y of  t he Mi l waukee o f f i c e � 

at  t he Chi cago WRA o f f i c e on Apr i l  21. She was en r out e t o Mi l -

waukee af t er  spendi ng t hr ee mont hs at  t he ' 'R£ o f f i c e i n P eo r i a. 

She s ai d t hat  she mi ssed Mi l waukee Kanxxsc and was anxi ous t o 

r et ur n t o Mi l waukee as she l i k ed i t  mor e t han any ot her  c i t y she 

has v i s i t ed i n t he mi ddl ewes t . 

Sumi  ment i oned t hat  she had r ec ei ved l et t er s f r om Mi l waukee 

dur i nr  her  s t ay i n Peo r i a and f r i ends �t ol d her  t hat  t he bowl i ng 

par t y and buf f et  supper  par t y was t he best  s oc i al  whi ch was hel d 

i n Mi l waukee t o dat e and she dec l ar ed t hat  she r egr et t ed ver y 

much hav i ng mi ssed t hat  par t y . 

Whenever  t he Mi l waukee n i s ei  have s oc i al  ac t i v i t i es at  t he 

YWCA bu i l d i ng, t hey gener al l y have t he use of  t he ent i r e mi l d-
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i ng. Mak i * I c hi yas u, a member  of  t he Mi l waukee YUCA s t af f , 

assumes al l  r es pons i bi l i t y f o r  t he bui l di ng dur i ng t he eveni ng. 

A l l  k i t chen f ac i l i t i es ar e av ai l abl e f or  r ef r eshment s . For  

danc i ng t he f oyer  of  t he f our t h f l l o r  i s - gener al l y used. Car d 

games ar e pl ayed i n t he l i v i ng r oom on t he same f l oor  and t her e 

i s al so anot her  r oom whi ch can eas i l y be conver t ed i nt o a 

di ni ng r oom. i s s I chi yasu has her  o f f i c e on t he f our t h«f l oor  

wi t h ot her  member s of  t he s t a f f . 

The ni s ei  can have t hei r  soc i al s i n t he gymnasi um, however , 

t he pl ace i s r eal l y t oo l ar ge f or  t he 150 r eset t l er s who ar e 

r es i di ng i n Mi l waukee at  pr esent . The f oyer  of  t he Y'i CI * i s 

l ar ge enough f or  any ni sei  soc i al  o f  t hat  c i t y . 



Ni sei Vi si t or s i n Chi cago 
Apr i l  14, 1944 
Suski 

Af t er hear i ng many unfavor abl e comments on Chi cago, how 

di r ty i t was, how crowded i t was, what t er r i bl e weather i t had, 

et c ., i t was surpr i si ng to hear a young ni sei  coupl e say that 

they act ual l y l i ked Chi cago and woul dn't mind l i vi ng her e. 

Thi s young coupl e, Mr . and Mrs. J immy Kaneda, who were 

marr i ed i n Los Angel es shor t l y af t er the outbreak of the war , 

came to Chi cago for a week's vi si t from Sal t Lake Ci ty where they 

had rel ocated ear l y i n 1943. They found Chi cago so di f f er ent from 

the drab and conservat i ve Sal t Lake Ci ty whi ch was dark and qui et 

af t er 9 p.m. 

The Kanedas went to the ni sei  dance whi ch was hel d at the 

Skyl i ne At hl et i c Cl ub on Apr i l  9. They went , "because we' l l  see 

our f r i ends there and we can see who i s i n Chi cago." They both 

l i ke to dance so they seemed to have enj oyed the dance. Thei r 

comment was as fol l ows: 

HXt l ooked l i ke most of the peopl e at the dance were from 

Manzanar . We saw so many peopl e we knew t her e. The dance was 

sponsored by J oe Komaki , He and Mas Okabe used to sponsor the 

weekl y dances i n Denver but now Mas i s doi ng i t al one and J oe i s 

gi vi ng the dances out her e. I t cost» a l ot of money to sponsor 

those dances but I thi nk J oe i s maki ng a l i t t l e pr of i t anyway» 

He says that i t costs moaey to make money. I t cost us | 3.00 to 

get i n. I guess they have to charge that much i n order to make 

any money. xhe orchewtra wasn't any too good. The young drummer, 

Hi deo Kawanos, who pl ayed for the Chi cago ni sei  or chest r a, was 

t her e. Dur i ng the i ntermi ssi on he pl ayed the drums and was he 

good. Even the regul ar drummer of the band was admi r i ng hi s 

pl ayi ng. 
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"We saw some zoot sui t er s t her e. There were a l ot of stags 

there too. There were several  peopl e who were ki nd of drunk too 

but they di dn't bother us. A few dr i nks seem to gi ve those boys 

a l i t t l e courage so they can go up and ask any st range gi r l  for 

a dance or cut i n on somebody who i s danci ng. Some of the drunks 

were j ust si t t i ng around and they di dn't dance at al l . I don't 

see why they go to the dances i f they don't dance. 

"The musi c wasn't any too good. We've heard bet ter or-

chest ras at ni sei  dances before® I i magi ne they had to pay a l ot 

for that orchestra too si nce they al l  gener al l y bel ong to a uni on 

and uni on bands have to be hi red i n a uni on hal l  and at uni on 

pri ces® What a headache i t must be for J oe, but he's an enter-

pr i si ng fel l ow and the promoter type so probabl y doesn't mind 

i t , as l ong as he makes money. 

"Dur i ng our one week vi si t i n Ghi cago we've met a l ot of 

former Los Angel es f r i ends. Some of them say 'hel l o' to us on 

the st reet and we don't even know t hei r names but we answer back 

'hel l o' . They seem to know us though. You can spot a boochi e 

any pl ace. You can see a i wrkxk bl ack hai r ed hat l ess head coming 

down the st reet and you j ust know t hat 's a booehi e. Why don't 

the boochi es wear hats l i ke the rest of the men? 

"One day we bumped i nto Tut Yata and I t . Pete Yamasaki j ust 

as we got of f the l .C. We knew Tut back i n L.A. but we J rst 

coul dn't remember hi s name. We coul dn't very wel l  ask him what 

hi s name was wi thout embarrassment so we l et i t go. I t wasn't 

unt i l  eveni ng that we f i nal l y remembered hi s name. Anyway they 

t reated us to l unch and that Eveni ng they took us to the Chi cago 

theatre where we saw Yasuko Tani dance i n the chorus. Af t er the 
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l ast show she came al ong wi th us to spend the eveni ng. We were 

sur pr i sed t o see s how di f f er ent  she l ooked off - stage. She i sn't 

t al l  as most chorus gi r l s are. In fact , we thought she was pr et t y 

smal l , about 5 f t . 2. She sai d her l i f e was pr et t y tough because 

when they ar en' t  danci ng t hey 'r e r ehear s i ng for next week's show 

and consequentl y she's pretty busy al l  day and by the time she 

gets home she's pretty t i r ed. 

"We went to the 'Downbeat» i n the Loop. I t ' s a smal l  pl ace 

which i s bel ow the st reet l evel . Here they have three col ored 

bands pl ayi ng one r i ght af ter another and can they pl ay hot 

musi c. When 

one band qui t s, another one pi cks up so there music 

goi ng on cont i nuousl y. A l ot of young peopl e go down there and 

they j ust si t and l i st en to the musi c, si ppi ng cokes, beer and 

other dr i nks. The pl ace i s j ust crowded wi th peopl e but one can 

general l y get a tabl e because peopl e are goi ng i n and out al l  the 

t i me. The peopl e j ust si t there and dr i nk and keep time to the 

music by bobbi ng thei r beats up and down. I t seems that everyone 

who comes out of there keeps on,noddi ng thei r head to the music 

and i t ' s so funny to see heads bobbi ng up and down. You j ust 

can't get that rhythm out of your head for a l ong time and we* 

al l  were bobbing our heads when we came out of there. At  l ot of 

musi ci ans go down there j ust to see how these col ored musi ci ans 

pl ay swi ng musi c. They seem to l earn a l ot of by j ust l i st eni ng 

to the rhythm of the col ored men. 
"We tal ked to one of the musi ci ans and asked him whether he 

knew a prominent col ored musi ci an who went to 

school  wi th 

us back home. He has hi s own band now and i s wel l -

known throughout the country. Thi s col ored musi ci an sai d he knew 
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tfeis fr i end qui te wel l  so we tal ked about him for a whi l e. Later 

we got t hi s musi ci an's autograph for a souveni r . 

"Af t er  that we went to the Bl ack Hawk cafe to see the Toy-

si st er s i n t hei r act . Hel en, who i s known as Lei Lan i s a si nger 

whi l e her si st er , Dorothy, i s the dancer . Dorothy now speci al i zes 

i n bal l et danci ng. She's a good tap dancer too. Dorothy's hus-

band, Paul  J ew, who i s known pr ofessi onal l y as Paul  Wi ng, i s now 

i n the Army Ai r Force. Paul  and Dorothy made a bi g hi t as a 

bal l room dance team and even toured Engl and and South Ameri ca 

before the war . Af t er Paul  went i nto the servi ce Dorothy cal l ed 

Hel en and now they are putt i ng on a si st er act . 

"We hate to l eave Chi cago beoause we've had such an enj oyabl e 

week here. We cer t ai nl y woul d l i ke to l i ve here but i t ' s goi ng 

to be hard for J immy to get a j ob whi ch woul d defer him from the 

Army. So we'r e goi ng back to Sal t Lake Ci ty and J immy wi l l  go and 

work on a farm. That 's probabl y the best thi ng to do. J immy 

tal ked wi th a l ot of boys i n Chi cago and asked about j obs and he 

found out that there are a l ot of good payi ng k j obs but he'd 

rather take hi s chance on the farm." 

J immy and hi s wi fe l ef t for Sal t Lake Ci ty vi a Denver . They 

had a round- trip t i cket from Sal t Lake. Ci ty to Denver as J immy 

went to Col orado to pl ay i n a baskebal l  tournament. In the f i nal  

game of the tournament, whi ch J immy sai d woul d be hi s l ast game 

of hi s career , he suffered a broken nose. He went to an i ssei 

doctor who had been pract i ci ng there for a l ong time and thi s 

doctor tol d him that hi s nose was not broken and j ust xs put some 

pl aster on i t and charged him J immy di d not have f ai t h i n 

thi s doctor so he went to Dr . Howard Suenaga, ni sei  physi ci an who 
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had recent l y passed the State Board exami nat i ons but who was 

wai t i ng for hi s equipment and i nstruments to come from Santa 

Mar i a where he had stored them. Dr . Suenaga sai d that the nose 

was broken and si nce he di d not have the proper i nst ruments, he 

used a pai r of chopst i cks to st r ai ght en out the nose. By the 

time J immy ar r i ved i n Chi cago two days l at er the swel l i ng had 

gone down consi derabl y and hi s nose l ooked pret ty st r ai ght . 

Whi l e i n Denver J immy and hi s wi fe stayed at the Si l ver 

Dol l ar Hotel s onte owned by Tabor who st ruck one of the r i chest 

and l argest si l ver mi nes i n the hi st or y of thi s count ry. Thi s 

hot el , whi ch was once the best hotel  i n Denver and reduced to a 

f l op house, i s now owned by the Mamiya brothers and al l  the ten-

ants are J apanese. Tabor bui l d t hi s hotel  and named i t af t er hi s 

daughter , Si l ver Dol l ar . J immy sai d that the hotel  st i l l  had 

many of the or i gi nal  mat er i al  such as mehagany imported from 

I ndi a, i vory, teakwood, wal nut , t i l e and other i mported mater i al  

from al l  par ts of the worl d used i n the bui l di ng. Af t er the 

Mamiya brothers l eased i t , they repai nted and remodel ed* the 

pl aoe and today i t i s one of the bet t er furni shed J apanese hotel s 

i n Denver . 

The Kanedas sai d that they saw a l ot of ni sei  who di dn't 

work at al l  and hung around Lar i mer St . whi ch i s r api dl y growi ng 

i nto a Li t t l e Tokyo. Before the. chi ck aexi ng season opened, i t 

was sai d to be even worse and these boys di d nothi ng but pl ay pool  

al l  day and i t was nothi ng to see $500 or more change hands i n 
% 

one game. "A hundred dol l ar s* i s Jujst chi cken feed i n a pool  

game at Denver ," sai d Kaneda* 

Af t er Sal t Lake Qi ty Mrs. Kaneda sai d, "Sal t Lake Ci ty i s so 
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dead. The busi ness sect i on i s onl y a flew bl ocks square. The 

resi dents of the ci t y are ni ce to the Ni honj i n and they have in-

vi ted us to t hei r Mormon Templ e. The Mormons are so strong i n 

that ci ty that no other r el i gi ous denomi nati on except the Catho-

l i cs have been abl e to get in* There i sn't much opportuni ty for 

the ni sei  there so there haven't been too many evacuees coming 

there. They have a smal l  J apanese community where we can buy any 

ki nd of J apanese food we desi re« 

«But Sal t Lake Ci ty i sn't exal t i ng at al l  l i ke Chi cago. 

I t ' s a smal l  ci ty and nothi ng much doi ng af t er 9 o'cl ock whereas 

l i f e seems to begi n at 9 p.m. i n Chi cago. I cer tai nl y woul d l i ke 

to l i ve i n Chi cago but I guess I ' l l  have to st i ck to Sal t l ake 

Ci ty for a whi l e. There are no ni ce shop to buy thi ngs and 

everythi ng i s so qui *t i n the eveni ng. Nothi ng exci t i ng happens 

in thi s ci t y, tk 

fSI fm gl ad I got to vi si t Chi cago because I got my shopping 

done for the summer. I got thi ngs whi ch I am unabl e to buy i n 

Sal t Lake Ci ty stores. I t takes a bi g department store l i ke 

Marshal l  Fi el ds to get ni ce thi ngs and they don't cost too much 

ei t her . I hoper I can agai n vi si t Chi cago." 



Notes on WRA 
Apr i l  14, 1944 

I happened to be i n the outer of f i ce of the WRA l oot i ng at 

the I ndi vi dual  Card f i l es when a repor ter from the Heral d Amer i can 

approached the i nformat i on desk and asked Rei ko I t o, "Who's the 

boss her e?" 

Rsi ko9a repl y was, "Mr . Kennedy i s head of the Chi cago 

office«» Who shal l  I say i s cal l i ng?»« 

".I 'm a repor ter from the Heral d Âmer i oan and I was sent over 

her© to check up on a st or y." 

Rei ko went to Kennedy's of f i ce to see i f he was bu*y and 

f i ndi ng him unoccupi ed, she WE ushered the repor ter to Kennetf?<s 

of f i ce* 

About an hour l at er Rei ko tol d me what  t he r epor ter ' i mZ r 1  ̂  ̂

c hoki ng uv i /n. She sai d: "You know, the Heral d Amer i can was 

checki ng up on a story that al l  the J apanese i n Chi cago were 

buyi ng up al l  the Apr i l  i ssue o f  t he f or t une magazi ne to burn 

them up so the Ameri cans t on't get the i nsi de dope on J apan as 

the Fortune magazi ne reveal ed val uabl e i nformat i on on J apan. 

Ha, ha, ha, i t sure makes me l augh. He sai d t hat  t he newspaper 

recei ved a report that a ni sei  boy bought 15 copi es of the For-

tune magazi ne from t  one st or e. 

"You know, they checked up on the boy and they di scovered 

that he was a vol unteer for the Army and was l eavi ng i n a few 

days for i nduct i on. Hi s empl oyer had asked him to get 15 copi es 

of the Fortune magazi ne and he was j ust fol l owi ng orders. So you 

see there wasn't a good story af t er al l .* 

l at er i n the afternoon Dr . J acoby menti oned about the 

Fortune magazi ne i nci dent to Captai n Mi zuha dur i ng the l et t er 's 

vi si t to the of f i ce. Dr . J acoby Is ai d  ̂ "The Hesal d Ameri can 

\ 
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was fol l owi ng up on a report that al l  the J apanese were buyi ng 

up the Fortune magazi ne because i t contai ned vi t al  i nformat i on 

of benef i t to the enemy and they di dn't want i t to get i nto the 

hands- of the Amer i cans." 

Everyone i n the room, i ncl udi ng sever al  of the gi r l s em-

pl oyed in the of f i ce, l aughed at the story. 



Comment  on La Guar di a st at ement  
Bob Kuwahar a 
Apr i l  29 

"Di d you r ead what  Mayor  LaGuar di a st at ed a f ew days ago 

i n t he paper s? He sai d t hat  he woul d not  be r espons i bl e f o r  t he 

evacuees i n New Yor k and v i c i n i t y . That ' s an i nv i t at i on f or  t he 

peopl e of  New Yor k t o do anyt hi ng t hey want  t o wi t h t he evacuees 

and he wi l l  not  be r espons i bl e f o r  t hem. 

"LaGuar di a i s j ust  i nv i t i ng t r oubl e when he - makes a st at e-

ment  l i k e t hat . That  means t he evacuees wi l l  st ay shy of  New 

Yor k and a l ot  of  t hem who ar e al r eady t her e wi l l  get  scar ed out  

and wi l l  r et ur n t o Chi cago and v i c i n i t y . That  means t hat  we' r e 

goi ng, t o have more t han our  shar e of  eaauuees her e and bef or e 

you know i t  we ' l l  be os t r ac i zed her e. 

"They got  us comi ng and go i ng. They j ust  won't  gi ve us a 

chance t o l i ve l i k e peace l ov i ng peopl e. Why c an't  t hey l eave 

us al one. St at ement s l i k e t hat  make i t  t hat  much har der  f or  

us t o be accept ed i nt o new cor omuni t i es. Those who don't  know 

us wi l l  doubt  us now af t er  r eadi ng La Guar di a's s t at ement .'' 



NI SEI - CAUCASI AN COUPLE 

�Aug. 18, 1P44 
Thi s may be cal l ed t he t r i a l s and t r i bul at i ons of  a ni sei -

Caucas i an coupl e who wer e mar r i ed i n t he smal l  t own of  Decor ah, 
I owa about  t he mi ddl e of  J une. 

The husband, Ted, i s a 24 year  ol d n i s e i , bor n and r ai sed 
i n Phoeni x, Ar i zona. He has been doi ng chi ck sexi ng wor k f or  
t he past  f our  year s i n t he nor t her n par t  of  I owa and a fe?/ 
hat cher i es i n t he sout heast er n cor ner  of  Mi nnesot a. Ever  s i nce 

, he st ar t ed wor ki ng i n Los Angel es t wo year s pr i or  evacuat i on, 
he has been r at her  i ndependent  and woul d not  mi nd h i s wi dowed 
mot her  or  hi s el der  br ot her  who was a shi pper  i n Ar i zona. As a 
xfcss chi ck sexor  he made qui t e a bi t  of  money and t hi s made hi m 
even more i ndependent ! He bought  what ever  he want ed at  t he 
moment , wi t hout  t hi nk i ng whet her  i t  woul d be us ef ul  t o hi m i n 
t he l ong r un or  not . 

About  a coupl e o f  year s ago he met  E l a i ne, t hen 14, who 
wor ked at  a wai t r ess i n t he hot el  r es t aur ant  wher e Ted made hi s 
headquar t er s . She wor ked t her e dur i ng t he summer . Ted was not  
par t i c ul ar l y f r i endl y wi t h her  unt i l  t hi s year . E l ai ne i s now 
16 and f i ni s hed t wo year s of  hi gh school  wor k , however , she 
l ooksat  l eas t  18. 

The f i r s t  hi nt  of  mar r i age pl ans came ear l y i n J une when 
Ted wr ot e t o hi s s i st er - i n- l aw i n Chi cago, t el l i ng of  hi s pr e-
di cament . He sai d t hat  he t hought  El ai ne was a ni ce gi r l  and 
had t hought s of  mar r i age but  not  f o r  a f ew year s but  now he had 
t o mar r y her . Ted had l i k ed a ni sei  g i r l  f r om I r i zona who i s 
now i n Chi cago, however , she mar r i ed someone el s e. Per haps t hi s 
may have got t en hi m t o t he poi nt  wher e he di d not  l i ke ni sei  
g i r l s anymor e and as a r esul t  got  f r i endl y wi t h El ai ne on t he 
r ebound. Hi s s i st er - i n- l aw wr ot e and t ol d hi m t o mar r y t he 
gi r l  r i ght  away as t her e was no way out  of  i t  now. 

For t unat el y E l a i ne ' s mot her  was f ond o f  Ted as he was a 
r espect ed r es i dent  of  Decor ah. Mar r i age pl ans wer e made and t he 
cer emony t ook pl ace at  E l a i ne ' s home. T ed ' s br ot her  st ood as 
be'- tman. Ted's br ot her  l at er  sai d t hat  E l a i ne ' s mot her  t hanked 
nim and Ted f or  t ak i ng El ai ne o f f  her  hand as she was get t i ng 
qui t e unmanageabl e. The br o t her .al s o sai d t hat  ot her  xsxi sx 
r es i dent s o f  t he c i t y made such comment s as , "Pdor  Ted, mar r i ecT 
t o t hat  g i r l " , "Of  al l  t he gi r l s i n Decor ah he had t o pi ck t hat  
g i r l " , et c . I t  seems t hat  "El ai ne di d not  have t oo good of  a 
r eput at i on f or  not  mi ndi ng her  mot her , not  hel pi ng at  home, of  
t el l i ng l i es . 

The day af t er  t hei r  mar r i age t he coupl e came t o C" i cago. 
Comi ng t o a bi g c i t y f r om t he smal l  t own of  Decor ah f r i ght ened 
t he poor  l i t t l e count r y g i r l . I t  was t oo much f or  her  and she 
want ed t o go home t o mot her . Her  i n- l aws t ol d her , "Y ou' r e 
mar r i ed now and you must  t hi nk of  your  own f ami l y . You c an't  
r un horfie f co mot her  now t hat  y o u ' r e mar r i ed." A week l at er  t he 
coupl e went  back t o Decor ah f o r  a. v i s i t . 

Sever al  days l at er  t hey wer e b; ck i n Chi cago. Thi s t i me 
t hey br ought  back a l i t t l e Spani el  puppy. They seemed happy , 
ei ough. E l ai ne was t aken shoppi ng and she s ai d she was get t i ng 



used t o t he bi g c i t y . She seemed happy enough. They l i ved i n 
a s l eepi ng r oom i n t he same apar t ment  bui l di ng as Ted's br ot her  
and had a l l  t hei r  meal s wi t h t he br ot her  and h i s wi f e. 

Ted seems to be a r es t l es s per son. The onl y t i me he s i t s 
s t i l l  i s when he's r eadi ng a newspaper  or  magazi ne. Ot her wi se 
he ' s wal k i ng e.r ound, l ook i ng i nt o t he r ef r i ger at o r . He eat s 
bet ween meal s . Af t er  di nner  he goes t o v i s i t  h i s f r i end who 
l i ves two bl ooks away. He t ook hi s wi f e over  one ni ght  and 
t her e wer e a coupl e of  k i bei  who j abber ed away i n J apanese. 
L at er  El ai ne sai d she di dn' t  l i k e t o go over  t her e because t he 
k i bei  spoke i n J apanese. She sai d, " I  hear d t hem say 'hak uj i n ' 
and I  knew t hey wer e t al k i ng about  r ae." 

To f r i ends t hat  he l i k e, Ted i s ver y ni ce and goes out  of  
hi s way t o do t hi ngs f or  t hem.' One day he l ef t  hi s wi f e home 
and went  t o t he hos pi t al  t o br i ng homehi s f r i end ' s r oom- mat e. 
He went  over  t o t hei r  apar t ment  pr ac t i c al l y ever y ni ght  wai t i ng 
on them .hand and f oot . He v i s i t s them and i f  t hey go t o a show 
he goes al ong wi t hout  t e l l i ng hi s wi f e about  i t . I t  i s no 
wond°r  E l ai ne get s l onesome. The coupl e does not  show out war d 
af f ec t i on t owar d one. anot her . They don't  act  l i ke a newl y wed 
coupl e. 

One day El ai ne sai d she want ed t o go home f or  a v i s i t  be-
f or e she got  t oo bi g. I t  was t he f i r s t  t i me t hat  she was goi ng 
t o sa r i de a t r ai n and al one at  t hat . I t  was onl y an 8 hour  
r i de and t hei  she had t o t ake a bus t o Decor ah. She sai d t hat  
she woul d be back t he f o l l owi ng Sunday. The f o l l owi ng Sunday 
came and she di d not  r et ur n. 

I t  seems t hat  Ted had wr i t t en t o hi s wi f e* somet hi ng t o 
t he t ef fect  t hat  "now t hat  y ou' r e back wi t h your  mot her , I  
suppose y o u ' l l  want  t o di vor ce me", i ndi c at i ng t hat  t her e was 
a l i t t l e t i f f  bet ween t hem. El ai ne wr ot e back and sai d t hat  i f  
he di dn' t  want  her  she coul d al ways st ay i n Decor ah. A f ew 
more exchange of  l et t er s made t he br each wi der . F i nal l y E l a i ne' s 
mot her  wr ot e a damagi ng l e t t er . ' Bef or e t hi ngs got  wor se Ted was 
advi sed to t el ephone t o hi s wi f e and ask her  t o come back . 
E l ai ne pr omi sed  ̂ t o come back i n a few days but  Ted went  t o I owa 
af t er  her  and br ought  her  back t o Chi cago. 

Ted was advi sed t o 'keep al l  t hese damagi ng l et t er s i n case 
he shoul d ever  want  a di vor c e, t hey coul d be used as ev i dence. 
But  unf or t unat el y he bur ned t hem 11 up. He sai d he woul d keep 
t hem af t er  t h i s . 

Ted had been wor ki ng at  an ar mat ur e company but  he di dn ' t  
seem t o l i ke t he wor k so he d i dn ' t  got  t o wor k af t er  a f ew days . 
I nst ead of  t el l i ng t he company t hat  he woul d l i k e to t ake a f ew 
days o f f  t o get  hi s apar t ment  or gani zed, he j ust  l ai d of f  wi t h-
out  a wor d. Then a casual  f r i end f r om Decor ah came to Chi cago 
t o l ook f or  a j ob, an 18 year  ol d g i r l . Al t hough she was not  a 
c l ose f r i end of  ei t her  of  t hem, Ted went  out  of  h i s way t o hel p 
her  l ook f or  an ap'artment-  and j ob hunt i ng. El ai ne was negl ect ed 
al l  t h i s t i me. Ted had i nt ended t o buy some f ur ni t ur e but  he 
di dn ' t  f i nd t i me f o r  t h i s . That  ni ght  Ted, E l ai ne, Rut h and a  ̂
man Rut h had met  her e i n Chi cago went  on a spr ee and t hey di dn ' t  



r et ur n unt i l  about  5 o 'c l o c k i n t he mor ni ng. Nat ur al l y Ted 
d i dn ' t  &o t o wor k t he next  day. 

The next  day t he ar mat ur e company cal l ed up Ted and asked 
hi m to come back t o wor k. Hi s r epl y was , " I  t ol d you I  was not  
dependabl e. You shoul dn't  have hi r ed me i n t he f i r s t  pl ac e. I  
wi sh you woul d f i nd somebody t o t ake my p l ac e. " I t  seems t hat  
Ted wor ks on a machi ne, one of  t he t wo machi nes i n t he concer n 
and he i s r eal l y needed at  wor k. Ted compl ai ned somet hi ng about  
hi s hands get t i ng t oo har d and i t  woul d be har d f o r  hi m t o do 
chi ck sexi ng wor k i t  next  season. He seems t o have any excuse 
j ust  t o get  out  o f  wor k i ng. He' s been hi s own boss f or  sever al  
year s not  and i t  seems har d f or  hi m to wor k u f or  somebody el s e. 
Ted admi t s t hat  h i s company r eal l y needs hi m and yet  he doesn't  
seem t o do anyt hi ng about  i t . 

Thr ee days af t er  Ted and El ai ne r et ur ned t o Chi cago t he 
l at t er ' s mot her  cal l ed f r om Decor ah but  t he coupl e was out  r i di ng 
wi t h t hei r  casual  f r i end, Rut h. El ai ne had not  wr i t t en t o her  
mot her  s i nce comi ng_t o Chi cago and t he mot her  was wor r i ed about  
her . That  mor ni ng El ai ne had ment i oned t hat  she hadn't  wr i t t en 
t o her  mot her  yet  and t hat  she shoul d do i t . She was pr et t y 
busy c l eani ng up her  new apar t ment  and she r eal l y di dn ' t  have 
t i me to wr i t e. 

The day t hat  Ted r ecei ved hi s not i ce t hat  he was r ec l ass i -
f i ed t o 1- A he dec i ded t hat  he w ul d vol unt eer  f or  S t he J apanese 
l anguage c l ass at  Savage so he wr ot e t o Maj or  Paul  Rush imme-
di at el y . Thi s must  have gi ven El ai ne t he i dea t hat  he want ed t o 
get  away f r om her . 

Ted i s so used t o havi ng h i s way t hat  he bawl s h i s wi f e out  
f or  l i t t l e t hi ngs . I f  she t al ks a l i t t l e bi t  t oo l oud he says , 
"Do n' t  t al k so l o ud. " One day when she l ef t  t he swi t ch on t he 
i r on and bur ned a hol e i n t he i r on boar d, Xhei i sx bawl ed her  out  
i n f r ont  of  her  i n- l aws and i t  was n't  necessar y . I t  happened 
t hat  t he i r on had a swi t ch whi ch i ndi cat es "o f f  and o n". He sai d 
t o her , "you shoul d k~ow bet t er  i han t hat . Af f cer  a l l , you can 
r ead bet t er  t han us , bei ng Cauc as i an." Ever yone f el t  bad when he 
sai d t hat  t o her . The r est  o f  t he peopl e sympat hi zed wi t h her  
and t r i ed t o t el l  her  t hat  many t i mes t hey had done t he same 
t hi ng bef or e. 

Pr obabl y i t  i s t hese l i t t l e t hi ngs v/hi ch hur t  El ai ne and 
made her  want  to go home t o mot her . Ted doesn't  seem t o r eal i ze 
h i s r es pons i bi l i t y as a mar r i ed man and' does not  t hi nk of  hi s 
wi f e f i r s t  but  of  hi s f r i ends f i r s t . Hi s s i st er - i n- l aw s ai d, 
"Ted shoul d make f r i ends and have t hem come t o v i s i t  hi m and he 
shoul dn't  be t he ones-  t o be goi ng out  t o hi s f r i ends . Af t er  a l l , 
E l ai ne does n't  want  t o st ep out  j ust  t o see hi s f r i ends ever y 
n i gh t . " 

I t  i s i nt er es t i ng to see t h i s c oupl e's mar r i ed l i f e comi ng 
al ong. Her  i n- l aws t r y t o make her  f eel  at  home. I 'm sur e t hey 
act  no di f f er ent  f r om her  own f ami l y and Caucas i an f r i ends . 
El ai ne had ment i oned t o her  mot her  about  how much r i c e Ted and 
her  i n- l aws at e. E l a i ne ' s s i st er - i n- l aw wr ot e t o E l a i ne ' s 
mot her  t hat  t he J apanese at e r i ce t he way t he Nor wegi ans at e 
t hei r  f l at  pancake l i k e f l ood, ĥe t ol d t he mot her  about  her  



f ami l y backgr ound and t hat  t he ni s ei  wer e not  di f f er ent  f r om t he 
Caucas i ans except  i n phys i cal  f eat ur es . The mot her  seemed t o 
under st and and wr ot e back a ni ce l et t er . 



Ted sai d t hat  he had a phys i cal  check- up at  Mayo Cl j .nic i n 
Rochest er , Mi nnesot a l ast  year . He sai d he pai d (:60 and t hey 
checked ever yt hi ng. He - ai d t hat  t hey t ol d hi m t hat  he was al l  
r i ght  except  t hat  hi s >̂ l ood pr essur e was a l i t t l e hi gh. 

 ̂ Ted has not  done any har d phys i cal  wor k i n hi s l i f e . He 
may have l oaded some t r ucks sever al  year s ago but  t hi s was not  
hi s st eady wor k. On hot  days he dr i nks col d dr i nks a l l  day 
l on .̂ He per spi r es ver y eas i l y . One ni ght  he f i xed a c l oset  
and had t o saw one pi ce of  wood and do a l i t t l e hammer i ng'and 
bef or e he was t hr ough he was dr enched wi t h per s p i r at i o n . " For  
t hi s r eason he h-  s never  done anyt hi ng t hat  r equi r es phys i cal  
exer t i on. "rhen he ' s at  home he eat s l ef t - over s , i n bet ween 
meal s . Dur i ng t he meal s he eat s pl ent y t oo . He has t wo hel p-
i ngs of  ever yt hi ng. He has a bad habi t  of  s i t t i ng at  t he 
di ni ng t abl e bef or e anyone and eat s h i s sal dd up bef or e anyone 
el se s i t s down. He never  w i t s f or  t he ot her s t o be seat ed 
ar ound t he t abl e but  commences eat i ng j ust  as soon as he i s 
ser ved. 

Whenever  he want s t o do somet hi ng, he says , "L et ' s do t hi s 
and l e t ' s do t hat . " He never  asks , "Do you want  t o do t h i s , or  
do you want  to do t hat ? " He has t o have hi s way el se he' 
get s gr umpy. 

"hor t l y af t er  he ar r i ved afcxt &K i n Chi cago f o l l owi ng t he 
c l ose o f  t he sf t gchi ck sexi n- ' season i n I owa, he - ot  a j ob at  
nn ar mat ur e company at  60 cent s an hour . He s ai d, "The man at  
t he pl ant  asked me i f  I  was- goi ng t o wor k f o r  5 days and t hen 
qt i i i t ." On t he f our t h day , he di d not  go t o wor k . The company 
cal l ed hi m and he had h i s s i st er - i n- l aw t el l  the f or  ma i  t hat " 
he was s i ck . He ha d come home f r om wor k t he pr evi ous day cl ai m- ' 
i ng th- t  he was i l l . Ther e war  not hi ng r eal l y wr ong wi t h hi m. 
He t r i ed t o qui t  t he j ob c l ai mi ng t hat "he was under pai d. Af t er  
a t al k wi t h t he super i nt endent  i t  was agr eed t hat  he woul d be 
pai d by pi ece wor k. He was s at i s f i ed so he r et ur ned t o wor k. 'A 
f ew days l at er  he sai d he want ed t o qui t  t he wor k because hi s 
hands wer e bei ng r ui ned and t hat  t hey .wer e get t i ng har d so t hat  
t hey woul d be no good f or  chi ck s exi ng. Hi p br ot her  t ol d hi m 
t hat  he shoul d hot  have accept ed 't he j ob i f  he had i nt ended t o 
qui t  so soon. He was ur ged t o r emai n at  t h i s j ob. Ted ment i oned 
t hat  t he f or eman t ol d hi m t hat  he coul d qui t  as soon as t hey br oke 
i n anot her  machi ni s t . Thi s was t wo weeks ago and Ted i s s t i l l  
wor ki ng at  t he same pl ace. He s ai d, " I  guer s t hey want  me pr et t y 
bad. They don't  seem t o be br eak i ng i n anybody."" Hi s paycheck 
have been pr et t y good so he has r emai ned at  t hi s company. 

Ted has a f r i end who he v i s i t s qui t e r egul ar l y . He l i ves 
about  t wo bl ocks away. Of t en t i mes he t akes hi m and hi s g i r l  
f r i end out  t o di nner  and a show. One ni ght  he t ook them to a 
show and di d not  say a wor d t o h i s wi f e about  i t . E l a i ne' s 



f r i end s ai d, " I ' l l  bet  Ted went  t o a show t oni ght . I ' l l  t ake you 
t o a show and i f  you get  home af t er  Ted, i t  wi l l  ser ve hi m r i gh t . " 

I n t he ar gument s bet ween Ted and El ai ne, t he i n- l - ws seem t o 
s i de wi t h E l ai ne. She has her  f aul t s as she says t hi ngs whi ch 
shoul d not  be s ai d. She says the f i r s t  t hi ngs t hat  come to her  
mi nd. 

Ted s ai d, "HOY; do I know t hat  t he baby i s mi ne9" 

El ai ne r ep l i ed, "You know dar n wel l  i t ' s your s . You wai t  
and see af t er  i t ' s bor n y o u ' l l  be � bl e t o t e l l , - af ter  i t ' s bor n 
y ou' r e not  ever  go i ng t o see i t . My mot her  i s go i ng t o t ake car e 
of  i t  whi l e I  go t o wo r k ." 

21ai ne s ai d, "You coul d have been l ynched f or  what  you ai d 
t o me. You wer e l ucky t hat  you wer e r espect ed i n J ecor ah. You 
woul d have been boot ed out  so f as t  and no ot her  J apanese woul d 
have been abl e t o come i nt o .Decor ah as t hose c i t i zens woul d have 
been r oused up agai nst  a l l  J aps . You coul d have been hel d f or  
a st at ut or y of f ense t oo because  ̂ I  was onl y 16 but  my f o l ks 
st epped i n agr eed t o l et  me mar r y y o u . " 

El ai ne sai d, " I  coul d go back t o êcor ah and t el l  t hem what  
you di d t o me. But  I  am t hi nk i ng of  your  bus i ness . You woul dn't  
be abl e to do any chi ck - exi ng any mor e. Your  bus i ness woul d be 
r a i ned. " 

To t hi s Ted s ai d, " I  can wor k i n some ot her  t er r i t o r y " i n 
an ar r ogant  manner  and wi t h conf i dence. Thi s di dn' t  hel p 
mat t er s any ei t her . 



I  f ound out  t hat  al l  was not  wel l  bet ween Ted and El ai ne 
on Sunday, August  27, when I  r et ur ned f r om go l f . E l ai ne was 
ups t ai r s wi t h her  s i st er - i n- l aw and t her e was evi  ence t hat  she 
had been c r y i ng. 

El ai ne s ai d, "Ted beat  me l ast  ni ght  an; I  bl ed somet hi ng 
awf ul  and I  got  t he sheet  al l  d i r t y . " 

Upon f ur t her  quest i oni ng El ai ne sai d t hat  Ted want ed her  
t o go v i s i t  f r i ends (who l i ved about  two bl ocks away). Ted 
want ed her  t o change her  s t ock i ng as t he ones she had on had a 
r un and she had f i xed, up qui t e awkwar dl y. E l ai ne r ef used t o 
t ake t hem of f  as she s ai d, " I ' v e seen J ane wi t h s t ock i ngs on 
t hat  wer e pat ched u p . " At  t hi s poi nt  Ted t r i ed t o f or ce her  
t o t ake of f  t he s t ock i ng and E l ai ne r ef used and she shoved hi m 
af t er  whi ch Ted hi t  E l ai ne. Then t he f i ght  was on. Lat er  i n 
t he eveni ng t her e v/as anot her  f i ght . 

T7hen Ted went  t o hi s s i s t er - i n- l aw's pl ace l at er  i n t he 
day, he sai d t o E l ai ne, "Di d you show t hat  sheet  t o Cl ar a 
"That  di d you do wi t h i t ? " E l ai ne answer ed, "Cl ar a t ook i t  
o f f . " 

At  t hi s poi nt  Cl ar a s ai d, "Y es , I  t ook i t  o f f  and washed 
i t . i i l ood s t ai ns have t o be washed r i ght  away or  el se t he 
s t ai ns cannot  be washed o f f . " 

Then Cl ar a pr oceeded t o ask Ted what  t he quar r el  was al l  
about  as Ted sai d?:xXx t o E l ai ne, "You can go home to your  
mot her , f or  al l  I  c ar e . " El ai ne sai d t hat  t he quar r el  was 
r eal l y about  t he ni ght  t hat  Ted went  out  wi t h Rut h and came 
back at  5:06 o 'c l oc k i n t he mor ni ng. Ted 'r epl i ed, " I  was home 
at  11 o ' c l o c k . " 

Cl ar a t hen s ai d, "You know ver y wel l  you wer en't  back at  ' 
11 o 'c l o c k because we al l  came back f r om t he show about  t hat  
t i me and you wer en't  home yet . El ai ne sai d t hat  you di dn ' t  
come home unt i l  3:00 o 'c l o c k . V/hat  wer e you doi ng al l  t hat  
t i me?" 

Then Ted admi t t ed t hat  he di d not  come back at  11:00 
o 'c l o c k . He had gone t o -  he show wi t h Paul  and J ane. He was 
out  i n t he par k unt i l  3:00 - o'cl ock. None o f  us woul d bel i eve 
t h i s . El ai ne accused Ted of  bei ng out  wi t h Rut h al l  t hat  t i me. 

Ted s ai d? t o E l ai ne, " I f  you don't  want  me t o see Rut h, why 
don't  you c al l  her  up- and t el l  her  so? She's your  f r i end. " 

But  El ai ne s ai d, "No, I  don't  want  t o do t hat . Bes i des she 
i s not  my f r i end. I  knew who she was at  Decor ah but  s he's t wo 
y ear 's o l der  t han me. She d i dn ' t  even i ve me any weddi ng 
pr esent  nor  send me any congr at ul at i ons . I f  she says s he's my 
f r i end s he's mi s t aken. 

I t  seems t hat  Rut h had cal l ed Ted up because she d i dn ' t  know 
anyone i n Chi cago upon her  ar r i v al . She must  have got t en Ted's 
phone number  f r om El ai ne as t her e was no ot her  way of  get t i ng 
hi s phone number  i n Chi cago. Ted t o l d Cl ar a t hat  Rut h had t o l d 



hi m about  t he t hi ngs t hat  t he Decor ah peopl e wer e say i ng about  
Ted and hi s mar r i age. They al l  seemed t o f eel  sor r y f o r  Ted 
f o r  hav i ng mar r i ed a l at ham gi r l . Thi s may have made t he 
br each bet ween Ted and hi s wi f e wi der  as Rut h col or ed up t he 
s t or y . 

Ted's br ot her  and hi s wi f e t r i ed sc t o pat ch up t hi ngs be-
t ween t he est r anged coupl e, t r y i ng t o get  Ted to pr omi se t o 
t r eat  hi s wi f e bet t er . He woul d not  pr omi se t o beat  her  up. 
He onl y s ai d, " I  won't  beat  her  i f  she does n't  get  f t HHsar p: 

o r ner y ." 

But  E l ai ne s ai d, "He sai d t hat  t he l as t  t i me, r emember  when 
he pr omi sed you he woul dn't  beat  me°" 

The s i st er - i n- l aw sai d, "No , you have t o gi ve me your  
sol emn oat h t hat  you won't  beat  up E l a i ne . " 

Ted r ef used t o pr omi se say i ng, "She can come back i f  she 
pr omi ses not  t o be oner y, ot her  s i de, I  don't  car e what  happens 
t o her . - he can go home to her  mot her  f or  a l l  c ar e. " 

Al l  dur i ng t hi s t i me Ted was r eadi ng t he newspaper s and he 
had a smi r ': on h i s f ac e. He seemed t o t ake. ever yt hi ng as a f ar ce 
and woul d not  be ser i ous f o r  an i ns t ant . Hi s s i st er - i n- l aw 
gr abbed t he paper  out  of  hi s hands and s ai d, "Now l i s t en Ted, 
we' r e t r y i ng t o hel p you. You have a r es pons i bi l i t y and you'r e 
not  man enough t o t ake i t . Now, i f  El ai ne goes b-  ok t o her  
mot her , what  ar e you goi ng t o do about  her  suppor t ? What  about  
t he baby?" 

At  t hi s Ted s ai d, "xl ow do I  know i f  i t ' s my baby °" 

Hi s s i s t er - i n- l aw t hen s ai d, :'You know ver y wel l  y ou'r e 
r espons i bl e f o r  t h i s . You c an ' t  deny i t  and you know i t . How 
can you s i t  t her e and say such t hi ngs . I  don't  know what  I  can 
do t o make you r eal i ze t he mess you'r e i n. I t ' s no j o k e." 

El ai ne wept  and s ai d, "He cal l ed me al l  k i nds of  names, 
a bi t hh, a whor e, a good- f or - not hi ng i d i o t , c r azy, mor on and a 
l ot  of  ot her  t h i ngs . " 

Eed pi ped up, "And" what-  di d you cal l  me, a yel l ow- bel l i ed 
J ap and t hat  a J aps was a 'J ap, no mat t er  wher e he was . " 

El ai ne s ai d, "I  was onl y r epeat i ng what  t hat  anonymous 
l et t er  sai d about  y o u . " 

Sever al  t i mes dur i ng t he.conver sat i on Ted st ar t ed t o go 
t owar d El ai ne and s t r i ke her , but  each t i me hi s s i st er - i n- l aw 
st epped i n t he way t o pr ot ect  E l ai ne. 

E l ai ne s ai d, "What , am I  goi ng t o do? I  can't  go home t o 
mot her  and have t o f ace my f r i ends . They 'r e goi ng to come and 
see me when t hey hkar d t hat  I  am home and pr et t y soon t hey 'r e 
- oi ng to know a l l  about  me when t hey can see f or  t hemsel ves. 
I ' d r at her  di e t han f ace t hat . " 



Ted's br ot her  t hen sai d, "L et ' s not  ar gue any o r e, l e t ' s 
eat . Dur i ng l unch - l ai ne r ef used t o s i t  by ,her  husband. 
Dur i ng t he l unch Ted sai d t o h i s wi f e, "L e t ' s go t o zksnK a 
show." 

E l ai ne r epl i ed, " I  don't  f eel  l i ke goi ng to c show but  I ' l l  
go wi t h y o u . " 

Ther e was peace and qui et  i n t he apar t ment  f or  a l i t t l e 
whi l e t hat  af t er noon. Af t er  10:50 t hat  ""l ight  t he t wo r et ur ned 
acc npani ed by t hei r  f r i end, J ane. 

. E l ai ne s ai d, "I t £ s i mposs i bl e, I  c an't  make a go of  i t . " 

Ted s ai d, "Aw, she can go home f o r  a l l  I  car e. She woul dn't  
even s i t  next  t o me and she embar r assed me by maki ng f ac es at  
peopl e." 

The f e&l i ng got  wor se and wor se at  t he two kept  on quar r el -
i ng. F i nal l y Ted's br ot hs r  had t o ask hi m t o l eave i n or der  t o 
have t hi ngs qui et  i n the pl ac e. 

Af t er  Ted and J ane had l ef t , El ai ne s ai d, "Those t wo ought  
t o get k t oget her , t hey ' r e so much a l i k e. The more I  t hi nk of  i t  
t he smal l er  Ted get s i n my eyes . J ane moaned about  t he money 
her  f i ance was spendi ng on Mi k i  and Chi co (sons of  h i s c l ose 
f r i ends ) . She even t ol d me not  t o st ay wi t h you up her e as she 
s; i d I  shoul dn't  i mpose on you. She cer t ai nl y di d s i de wi t h Ted 
i n ever yt hi ng. Toni gMi  I  had t o ask hi m i f  I  coul d have some 
spaghet t i . He woul dn't  or der  anyt hi ng f or  me. I  t hi nk t hat  was 
di r t y . "re went  t o a show af t er  t hat  but  I  don't  r emember  what  
i t  was al l  abo ut . " 

E l ai ne went  on t he say about  what  l ed has sai d about  h i s 
St t ski s, how much money he spent  on t hem. She s ai d, " I  know dar n 
i n- l aws?: and/ 
wel l  how he used to or der  hi s o l der  br ot her  ar ound and used t o 
have hi m do t hi s and t hat  f or  hi m. Ber t ha, t he l ady t hat  used 
t o c l ean t he r ooms at  t he ho t el , comment ed on t hat  f act  t oo t hat  
t he.younger  br ot her  was t r eat i ng hi s . o l der  br ot her  somet hi ng 
awf ul . I  can see now what  k i nd of  a per son he i s . He was so 
ni ce t o me when he was c ur t i ng me, but  now I  hat e hi m. I  don't  
t hi nk I ' l l  ever  mar r y anybody. I  donft t  want  t o be f ool ed t wi ce, 
l ie t ol d me t hat  he spent  a l ot  of  money sendi ng t hi ngs t o hi s 
s i s t er - i n- l aw*s f ami l y . " 

The s i st er - i n- l aw pi ped up, "He knows dawn v/el l  he pr act i -
cal l y f or ced us t o t ake t hat  t r i p t o Hear t  Mt . He i ns i s t ed t hat  
we t ake a case of  canned goods wi t h us . He ur ged us t o t ake al l  
t hose t hi ngs . I f  I  knew he was goi ng t o k i ck about  i t , I  woul d 
never  have t aken i t . I 've- t o l d hi m t hat  i f  i t  t ook t he r est  of  
my l i f e I  woul d pay hi m back ever y cent  he spent  on us .X He 
doesn't  seem t o appr ec i at e the. f ac t  t hat  I  di d hi s washi ng and 
i r oni ng f or  hi m f or  wh i c h , I  never  asked f or  a cent . That 's 
gr at i t ude f or  y o u . " 

That  next  mor ni ng El ai ne went  down t o her  own apar t ment  and 
c l eaned i t  up. She evens cooked di nner  f or  her  husband. Ted 



was sur pr i sed when he came home f r om wor k and he f ound di nner  
wai t i ng f o r  hi m. Hi s s i s t er - i n- l aw had gone downst ai r s wi t h her  
i n case anyt hi ng shoul d happen. She ment i oned somet hi ng about  
t he l andl ady hi nt i ng t hat  she di dn't  want  any women comi ng t o 
see hi m, fend t hen he bl ew up. He t hr ew t he pl at e of  f ood on t he 
f l oor  and j ust  st or med out . 

The l andl ady hear d t he commot i on and want ed t o know what  i t  
was al l  about . E l ai ne went  i n t o speak t o her  but  f i r s t  she r e-
t ur ned t o her  r oom t o t ur n of f  t he r adi o . At  t hi s poi nt  her  
s i st er - i n- l aw caut i oned El ai ne not  t o t el l  t he l andl ady t oo 
much. The l andl gt dyax was f umi ng when she f ound out  about  Ted 
havi ng beat  up h i s wi f e. She must  have been a l i t t l e mor e sym-
pat het i c t o E l ai ne because she was a Caucas i an g i r l , ¿»nway she 
want ed t o c al l  t he po l i ce but  E l ai ne t ol d her  t hat  t her e was 
r eal l y not hi ng she coul d pi n down on her  husband but  sai d t hat  
t he next  t i me he beat  her  she woul d l et  t he l andl ady c al l  t he 
po l i c e. The l andl ady t ol d E l ai ne t hat  she woul d gi ve her  money 
t o go back home i f  her  husband r ef used t o gi ve i t  t o her . She 
al so ment i oned t he f act  t hat  she woul dn't  went  Ted t o s t ay i n 
t he apar t ment  al one as xhE a man woul d not  be abl e t o keep an 
apar t ment  c l ean l i k e a woman woul d. She hi nt ed t hat  she woul d 
ask hi m t o l eave as soon as t he cur r ent  mont h's r ent  expi r ed i n 
t he mi ddl e of  Sept ember . 

Lat er  E l ai ne t ol d me, "Mi ss n̂der son was f umi ng mad when 
she saw t he f ood on t he f l oor  wher e Ted dr opped i t . He br oke 
one of  Cl ar a 's di shes t oo. She j ust  pounded her  f i s t  i n her  hand 
and s ai d t hat  she woul d not  hes i t at e to cal l  t he po l i c e. Mi ss 
Ander son i s so n i c e, she even of f er ed t o gi ve me money t o buy t he 
t i cket  t o go t o êcor ah. But  I  don't  want  t o go home now. I ' l l  
have t o l ook f or  a r oom wher e I  can s t ay . I  c an't  st ay her e t oo 
l o ng. " 

That  ni ght  we had a v i s i t o r , a young man of  27. He i s a 
phot ogr apher  and he i s now wor k i ng f or  a phot ogr aphy s t udi o 
devel opi ng pi c t ur es . «'hen El ai ne showed hi m pi c t ur es of  her sel f  
and her  f ami l y , he f r ank l y t ol d her  whi ch ones he l i ked and al so 
ment i oned t hat  she - as phot ogeni c , dur i ng t he cour se of  t he 
conver sat i on he t ol d her  t hat  he was i nt er es t ed i n musi c and she 
� sked hi m i  f  he woul dn't  t akes her  t o a concer t , ¡xk He agr eed 
t o f l o t hi s i f  her  husband d i dn ' t  mi nd. 

Af t er  he had gone El ai ne s ai d, "Gosh, but  he ' s n i c e. I  wi sh 
I  had met  hi m bef or e I  met .Ted. Do you t hi nk he was f oo l i ng when 
he sai d he l i ked hakuj i n g i r l s ? " 

I  assur ed her  t hat  I  knew he had many Caucas i an f r i ends i n 
l os angel es and had t aken i sxsi Kr s phot ogr aphs of  many of  t hem 
back home. Then E l ai nes ai d, " I f  I  mar r y agai n I 'm goi ng t o 
mar r y anot her  n i s ei  boy but  noftody l i k e Ted."? 

Then she s ai d, "Do yoú t hi nk anot her  Ni s ei  woul d mar r y me?" 
And I  assur ed her  t hat  as a gener al  r ul e Ni s ei  boys l i ked Cau-
cas i an g i r l s , es pec i al l y bl ondes . I  t o l d her  t hat  I  knew sever al  
T'Ti êi  ho had mar r i ed Caucas i an ixsys: gi r l n and t hey wer e get t i ng 
al ong wel l . 

Ear l i er  i n t he eveni ng we di d our  weekl y washi ng. "Then 



El ai ne went  downst ai r s t o get  her  t hi ngs t o be we shed, she came 
acr oss T ed's t hi ngs i n t he hamper , - he ponder ed, " I  wond- r  i f  I  
shoul d w- .sh h i s t hi ngs or  not ?" Then she qui ck l y caught  her sel f  
and s ai d, " I  guess I ' m get t i ng s o f t , I ' d bet t er  no t . " 

T7hi l e we wer e washi ng i n t he basemsnt  E l L i ne s ai d, "1 wonder  
wher e Ted went  t o t oni ght ? " Che knew he was out  wi t h Rut h as she 
had t el ephoned hi m ear l i er  and asked hi m t o c al l  a cer t ai n number  
upon hi s r et ur n. Thi s message was gi ven t o hi m. Lat er  E l ai ne 
s ai d, " I ' m goi ng t o cal l  Rut h's apar t ment  and see i f  heTs t her e. 
I f  he ' s not  t her e I 'm goi ng t o l eave a message sayi ng t hat  t her e 
i s an i l l nes s i n t he f ami l y end he shoul d come home i mmedi at el y ." 

But  when E l ai ne phoned, she f ound out  t hat  Rut h had - one out  
ear l i er  i n t he eveni ng and di d not  say wher e she was goi ng or  
when she woul d r et ur n. El ai ned want ed t o c al l  agai n af t er  10:00 
o 'c l oc k but  I  t o l d her  t hat  i t  was n't  pr oper  t o c al l  peopl e up 
so l c t e i n t he eveni ng. 

El ai ne r ecei ved a l et t er  'f r om her  mot her  t hat  day. che had 
encl osed a l et t er  one of  her  f r i ends had wr i t t en t o her . Che 
ment i oned t hat  most  of  her  boy f r i ends di d not  know t hat  she was 
mar r i ed as t hey wer e away f r om home when t he weddi ng t ook p i ; c e . 
Al l  she coul d say was , " I  wi sh I  coul d see t hem agai n. 

Her  mot her  had wr i t t en t o t e l l  her  that , she want ed El ai ne 
t o come home i f  t hi ngs got  t oo bad. Che ment i oned t hat  she had 
kent  a l l  of  t he l et t er s whi ch Ted had wr i t t en t o her  and t hat  
t her e was enough evi dence i n t hem i f  t hey had t o go t o cour t  f or  
a di vor ce, A f ew weeks pr ev i ous Ted had conf i ded i n hi s s i s t er -
i n- l aw admi t t i ng t hat  he had wr i t t en l et t er s whi ch coul d be used 
as evi dence and t hat  he had dest r oyed al l  l et t er s whi ch El ai ne 
had wr i t t en t o hi m and whi ch wer e damagi ng t oo. He was E XXX 

caut i oned t o keep al l  l et t er s , j us t  i n case. He sai d he woul d 
do t hi s af t er  t hat . 

El ai nei c, bei ng onl y 16 year s o l d, i s s t i l l  ver y nai ve i n 
many ways . When she wr i t es t o her  mot her  she wr i t es ever yt hi ng. 
Che keeps no secr et  f r om her  mot her . Che ment i oned t hat  one 
t i me she went  out  wi t h a boy i n a gr oup .to anot her  t own. Af t er  
she r et ur ned home i n t he wee hour s of  t he mor ni ng her  mot her  
t ook her  t o t he f ami l y doct or  f o r  an exami nat i on. 

She spoke ebout  money, how Ted never  gave her  any money at  
a l l . She sai d t hot  ever y t i me he's ' l eave her  j ust  enough money 
t o buy 'r ocer i es .- - ¡nd t hat  she had t o bor r ow a di me one day.. Now 
she does n't  have any money, Che sai d t hat  at  one t i me she had a 

10.00 b i l l  i n her  pur se but  Ted f cxk had t aken i t . kfcE At  t hat  
t i me x̂xi os she sai d t o me, "Do you t hi nk Ted i s poor ?" 

»Then I  asked her  why she asked t hat , she s ai d, " I  had ± a 
gl O.OO b i l l  i n my pur se and now i t ' s gone. I t  happened t o be 
on a Sat ur day ni ght  when she t ol d me t h i s . I  assur ed her  t hat  
Ted WHS not  poor  and t hat  he had- no chance t o go t o t he bank i n 
t he mor ni ng and needed some money so must  have t aken her  money. 
He woul d pr obabl y r et ur n i t  t o her  Monday af t er  he went  t o t he 
bank and cashed hi s check. Ph-  was s at i s f i ed wi t h t hi s answer . 



Ted r ef ut ed E l a i ne ' s st at ement  t hat  i t  was her  bl ood on 
t he EE sheet  as he dec l ar ed t hat  he had a nosebl eed he got  some 
on t he sheet . Thi s was one o f  t he many cont r adi t i ons hear d 
dur i n t he eveni ng. 

Sever al  t i mes dur i ng t he ar gument s Ted got  up and made a 
mot i on t o swi ng at  E l ai ne, but  he was st opped. He was br eat h-
i ng har d and i t  was evi dent  t hat  he was f ur i ous . 

At  one poi nt  i l ai ne sai d, " I ' m goi ng t o t el l  '¿l ava, ever y-
t hi ng you s ai d. ' ' Thi s made Ted mad ai d he st ar t ed t o go to-
war d her . At  t hi s poi nt  Cl ar a s ai d, "You don't  have t o t el l  me 
E l ai ne, I  can j ust  about  i magi ne what  i t  i s . " 

Seei ng t hct  Ted di dn ' t  want  l̂ a i ne t o say anyt hi ng t o 
Cl ar a, El ai ne s ai d, ''You'r e af r ai d I 'm goi ng t o t el l  ul ar a and 

ou don't  want  me t o, do you?" But  Cl ar a pi ped up and t ol d 
l ai ne t o be qui et  and Cl ar a pushed Ted away. 

Lat er  i n t he eveni ng l ed sai d t o Cl ar a, - "I  sur e was sur -
pr i sed when you shoved me. I  d i dn ' t  t hi nk you woul d.*' He had 
a smi l e i n h i s f act  when he sai d t h i s . 

Cl ar a r ep l ai ed, "You don't  know what  I 'm capabl e yei b. I  
can do moi * t han j ust  shove y o u . " 

Wednesday mor ni ng El ai ne was wor r i ed what  she-  was goi ng t o 
do wi t h her  l i t t l e $ mont hs ol d puppy. She s ai d, " I  wonder  i f  
t he l andl ady wi l l  t ake car e of  h? r  unt i l  I  r et ur n? I  ur e hat e 
t o l eave hi m beh i nd." êr  s i st er - i n- l aw assur ed her  t hat  t he 
l andl ady l oved dogs and,t hat  she pr obabl y woul d be more t han 
wi l l i ng t o t ake car e o f ' i t  f or  her . 



I f  you can get  anyt hi ng out  of  

t - ese ar t i c l es , you ar e wel comed 

to t hem. 

I f  you want  an ar t i c l e on t he 

Chi cago Gi r l s Ser v i ce Cl ub ( a n i s ei  

c l ub a f f i l i a t ed wi t h t he YH5A), I  

can get  you some i nf or mat i on on i t . 



Hawai i an o f f i c er s f et ed� 10- 10- 44 Suski  

MI LWAUKEE, Wi scons i n.- - "One of  t he most  di scour agi ng? l et t er s 

t he boy s over seas r ecei ve f  r  om t hei r  wi ves end f ami l i es ar e t hose 

i n whi ch t hey ask, 1 l ou er e aue f or  s f ur l ough now, when er e you 

comi ng home? '" Sc.i a Capt ai n ¿l i t suyoshi  i ukuda of  t he 100t h i n-

f ant r y who was v i s i cing-  hi s wi f e, Toshi , end h i s i nf ant  son, 

Davi d, whom he saw f or  t he f i r s t  t i me af t er  sever al  mont hs of  

ac t i on over seas . 

"f ur l ough i s one thine-  we have no cont r ol  over . must  

wai t  our  t ur n. x t ' s t r ue t hat  af t er  18 mont hs o f  ac t i ve combat  

dut y we ar e oue f or  a f ur l ough cut  we must  wai t  our  t ur n. I  hope 

al l  t he wi ves coul d l ear n t hi s as i t  woul d hel p the mor al e of  t he 

t oys f i t t i n g over  t her e, ¿ur e, we ? i l  l i k e to r ecei ve l et t er s 

f r o  ̂ home but  cheer f ul  ones ." 

Capt ai n jTuituda was one of  the f our  o f f i c er s o f  the f amed 

100t h i nf ant r y who wer e guest s of  honor  at  a banquet  soonsor ed by 

t he Ni s ei  Counc i l  of  Mi l waukee hel d at  t he Ci t y Cl ub r ec ent l y . 

The ot her  t hr ee wor e t he �«�urpl e Hear t  whi l e âp t ai n J Pukuda M x s 

had a s i l ver  st ar  f or  gxi i sHJ uqn " or  i l l  i  ant  success i n ti l e f ace of  

gr ave danger " whi ch caused t he r out  of  an ent i r e enemy bat t al i on. 

Some £00 Amer i cans, hal f  o f  t hem of  J apanese ancest r y , 

at t ended t hi s bouquet . âsao bat ow, f or mer  iM®A secr et ar y i n Los 

Angel es ( Ca l i f . ) and t  pr esent  f i el d r epr esent at i ve of  t he 

Nat i onal  YMCA, was t he t oast mast er . The Mi l waukee J our nal  Rove 

t hi s banquet  a bi g spr ead, a f our - col umnpi c t ur e of  t he f our  

o f f i c er s ana l o i nches i n t he st or y i t s e l f . 



Hawai i an offi cers- 2- 2- 2- 2 

Bes i des Capt ai n t fukuda, Capt ai n Ki yoshi  Kur amot o, L i eut enant  

Masayuki  k&t sunaga grid L i eut enant  Shi ger u Tsuoot a, t he guest s in-

cl uded El i zabet h CampDel l , execut i ve secr et ar y of  t he I nt er nat i onal  

i ns t i t ut e; Gi over  J ?i l l bach, of  t he Amer i can Leg- ion who l ed t he 

pro up i n a sol ut e to t he faci KXK f l ap- ; Kev . J us t us Ol son, assoc i at e 

past or  of  t he F i r t h Met hodi s t  Chur ch; h .O. St et i zel , baai ness man 

of  Mi l waukee who empl oys a number  of  .Ni sei ; and El mer  L . Shi r r el l , 

f or mer  l y of  t he Chi cago WKA o f f i c e. 

The f our  H wai i an o f f i c er s wer e cal l ed upon t o ape- k and t hey 

al l  pr ai sea trie member s of  t he 100t h i nf ant r y and r el at ed s t or i es 

of  man  ̂ i ns t ances of  br aver y . Ther e wer e many t ear - f i l l ed eyes 

as each o f f i c er  t ol d hi s s t or y . 

une of  the-  f eat ur es of  t he eveni ng; vas t he showing-  of  t he 

OWI  mot i on pi c t ur e, "Go r  r̂ o k e", showi ng t he 442nd i nf ant r y i n 

t r ai ni ng at  âmp Shel by , t aken bef oxe t hey went  over seas as l e-

pl f cement s to t he 100t h i nf ant r y . 

Capt ai n t fukuda sai d, "I  have never  been di sc r i mi nat ed agai ns t  

i n Amer i ca. I  have been t r eat ed r oyal l y out  I  have been i n uni -

f or m. I f  t hose boys who gave t hei r  l i ves i n I t al y knew t her e wer e 

pl aces wher e t hei r  f ami l i es coul d not  eo because t hey ¿;r e of  

J apanese descent , t hey woul d t ur n over  i n t hei r  gr aves. Somet i mes 

we wonder ed, over  t her e, i f  we woul d oe cal l ed Amer i cans when we 

r et ur ned. We al l  woul d l i k e to see t he day when we s t i l l  wi l l  be 

descr i bed si mpl y as Amer i cans , not  as J apanese A Ecer i cane." 

L t , Mat sunaga, who was wounded t wi ce dur i ng the Vol t ur no 

r i ver  c r oss i ng, t ol d of  seei ng hi s men di e and hear i ng t hei r  

al most  i nvar i abl y l ast  vor ds , " I  hope t hat  as t he r esul t  of  my 

dy i ng, you, my wi f e and my Ki ds , wi l l  have a bet t er  wor l d i n 



Hawai i an o f f i c er s -

whi ch to l i v e . " 

Af t er  t he banquet  some f r i ends t ook Che o f f i c er s t o a ni crht  

c l ub and much t o t hei r  sur pr i se t he? mast er  of  cer emoni es i nt r oduced 

t hem as Chi nese o f f i c er s . Mr s , Fukuda was sur pi i sed t hat  t he 

uni f or ms wer e not  r ecogni zed t hat  t hat  o f  t he Amer i can Army and 

sent  a not e t o t he announcer  nd sur pr i s i ngl y t he mast er  of  cer e-

moni es r e- i nt r oduced them as Amer i can o f f i c er s and ment i oned t he 

f - ct  t hat  t hey vcrc al l  vear er s of  t he i ûi pl e i - ear t . 

Capt ai n i ûi- uda vas r el uc t ant  t o t al k about  hi msel f , however , 

ne was eager  to t el r , aoout  t he boy.- ; oter t her e. l ie ment i oned t hat  

t hey woul d l ove t o r ecei ve r i c e, shoyu, dr i ed shr i mps and ot her  

t ypes of f ood the Army docs not  pr ovde and espec i al l y t hose whi ch 

they had back home. 

The t oys use t hei r  hel met s f or  ever y t hi n? . They use i t  f or  

cooki ng r i ce end ot her  f ood; t hey use i t  f or  a wash ha s i n; t hey 

use i s t o t ake a sponge bat h i n; t hey eat  chow out  of  i t ; t hey 

use i t  f or  pr ot ec t i on - - nd i t  r eal l y comes i n handy f or  ever yt hi ng. 

I f  t he uoy3 r ecei ved s t apl es f r om home they woul d cock i t  them-

s el ves . Anyt hi ng sent  f r om home i s f cel coned ty t he t o y s . " 

Af t er  a t hr ee weeks ' f ur l ough wi t h hi e wi f e and son, C&pt ai n 

Fukude l ef t  Mi l waukee t o r ej o i n hi s company t hi s mont h. 

- 20 -



N<y J . / - ¿ yt -

I nt er - mar r i age 

Af t er  a f ew weeks t r i a l , t he mar r i age of  an Ar i zona Ni s ei  

yout h and a Caucas i an g i r l  of  I o <a seems t o be headed f o r  t he 

r ocks as t he coupl e i s now separ at ed. J ust  how t he whol e t ':i ng 

wi l l  t ur n out  i s unknown at  t he pr esent  afc t he young br i de i s 

pr egnant  and t he husband r ef uses t o suppor t  her . 

Ted Y . i s t he second son of  an Ar i zona f ar mi ng f ami l y . * 

Shor t l y af t er  gr aduat i ng f r om hi gh school  he l ef t  f o r  Los Angel es 

on hi s own and s i nce t hat  t i me has been i ndependent . He wor ked 

at  t he whol esal e pr oduce mar ket  i n Los Angel es , doi ng odd j obs , 

haul i ng pr oduce and event ual l y went  i nt o par t ner shi p wi t h anot her  

Ni s ei , r ent i ng a space wi t h i n t he Ni nt h St r eet  Whol esal e Pr od-

uce Mar k et  gr ounds, buy i ng and s el l i ng pr oduce. 

A f ew year s bef or e t he war  he dec i ded he want ed t o make 

money f as t  and he saw t he pos s i bi l i t y of  t hi s t hr ough chi ck sex-

i ng as many of  t he boys i n t hi s pr o f ess i onal  wer e c l eani ng over -

a t housand do l l ar s per  season. He t ook a cour se t hr ough one of  

t he school s oper at ed by a Ni sei  i n t he Los n̂gel es ar ea and was 

ass i gned t o a t er r i t or y i n i or t her n I owa and par t  of  Mi nnesot a. 

He di d l aEa f ai r l y wel l  i n t hi s bus i ness and at  t he end of  

t he season woul d v i s i t  hi s home i n r̂ i zons. and spend t he of f -

season i n Los Angel es.. He. gr ew more and more i ndependent  and 

r el at i onshi p wi t h hi s par ent s and br ot her s became wi der  and 

wi der . He spor t ed a l i ght  col or ed De Sot o coupe. 

i i t  t he t i me of  evacuat i on he was wor k i ng as a chi ck sexor  

i n I owa and never  di d evacuat e. Hi s ŝmsnatExasi  mot her  and t wo 

br ot her s went  wi t h t he Phoeni x gr oup t o Mai er  Assembl y Cent er  

and l at er  t o Post on. The ŷounger  br ot her  vol unt eer ed f o r  t he 



I nt er - mar r i age -  2 

Ni s ei  combat  uni t  and i s now ser vi ng over seas wi t h t he 552nd f i e l d 
i  

ar t i l l er y . The el der  br ot her  has r el ocat ed t o Chi cago wi t h hi s 

wi f e whi l e hi s mot her  went  back t o Phoeni x when t hat  c i t y was 

dec l ar ed t o be out s i de t he mi l i t ar y zone. 

I t  was whi l e he was wor k i ng wi t h Decor ah, I owa as hi s head-

quar t er s t hat  he met  Xl i x E l ai ne, t he g i r l  he event ual l y mar r i ed. 

She was at t endi ng hi gh school  but  wor ked as a wai t r ess i n t he 

hot el  r est aur ant  wher e Ted s t ayed. £>he wor ked dur i ng t he summer  

vacat  i on. 

Af t er  t he 1943 season Ted went  t o Chi cago wi t h hi s o l der  

br ot her  and hi s wi f e. Ted had wr i t t en t o h i s br ot her  ask i ng hi m 

t o come to I owa and hel p hi m wi t h hi s wor k as i t  was qui t e st r e-

nuous f or  one per son t o wor k such l ong hour s at  a t i me. I t  was 

whi l e he was i n Chi cago t hat  he cor r esponded wi t h an Ar i zona g i r l , 

ur gi ng her  t o come out  t o Chi cago. Event ual l y t hi s g i r l  di d come 

out  but  she mar r i ed somebody el s e. Af t er  t hat  Ted seemedt o have 

l os t  i nt er es t  i n al l  gi r l s and went  out  Wi t h men f r i ends onl y . 

Dur i ng t he 1944 season i n I owa Ted became bet t er  acquai nt ed 

wi t h El ai ne who had t ur ned 16 i n Mar ch of  t hi s year , '¿'hey went  

out  qui t e s t eadi l y and many t i mes wi t hout  t he knowl edge of  t he 

br ot her  who was as s i s t i ng hi m. As t he season near ed i t s end t he 

br ot her  r et ur ned to Chi cago whi l e Ted r emai ned t o f i n i s h t he 

season al one. 

One day dur i ng t he ear l y par t  of  J ul y T ed's s i st er - i n- l aw 

r ecei ved a s t ar t l i ng l et t er  i n whi ch he expl ai ned t hat  he hed 

got t en i nt o t r oubl e wi t h El ai ne and want ed t o know what  t o do 

about  i t  as she was, pr egnant . The s i st er - i n- l aw mi s i x r epl i ed 

i mmedi at el y t hat  he shoul d t el l  t he. g i r l ' s par . nt s and t el l  t hem 



t hat  he want ed t o mar r y t he gi r l  as he was r eal l y commi t t i ng a 

st at ut or y o f f ense as t he g i r l  i n t hi s case was onl y 16. Ted had 

wr i t t en t hat  he l i k ed t he gi r l - and was t hi nk i ng of  ^^S x s mar r y-

i ng her  but  not  so soon because of  her  age. 

A shor t  t i me l at er  Ted t el ephoned hi s br ot her  as k i ng hi m t o 

come to I owa f or  t he weddi ng and st and by hi m as best man. The 

car r i age t ook pl ace at  t he home of  t he br i dg. 

Two days l at er  t he newl yweds ar r i ved i n Chi cago. They st ayed 

wi t h Ted's br ot her  and hi s wi f e f or  a f ew days . Ted showed me an 

anonymous l et t er  whi ch was r ecei ved by E l a i ne' s par ent s w ¿i ch 

sai d t hat  i &E î KQt an k̂t sxxxsx t hey f el t  sor r y f or  t hei r  daught er  

who was mar r yi ng a "damn bast ar d f r om a l owdown back s t abbi ng 

r ace who coul dn't  be t r us t ed". 

On hi s r et ur n f r om I owa, T ed's br ot her  ment i oned t hat  sev-

er al  peopl e had t ol d hi m t hat  t hey "f el t  sor r y f or  Ted f or  

mar r yi ng El ai ne and t hat  of  a l l  t he gi r l s i n Decor ah he had t o 

pi ck t hat  one. Havi ng been i n Decor ah f or  sever al  seasons , Ted 

? na h i s br ot her  had made many f r i ends and wer e wel l  l i ked i n 

t he communi t y. 

Af t er  bei ng i n Chi cago f or  f cess t han a week El ai ne got  

t er r i bl y homesi ck so Ted t ook her  back and t he two r emai ned i n 

Decor ah f or  a f ew days bef or e r et ur ni ng t o Qhi cago agai n. Thi s 

t i me t hey bought  a spani el  ̂ about  2 mont hs ol d and br ought  i t  t o 

t he bi g c i t y wi t h t hem. E l ai nex seemed t o have got t en over  her  

homesi ckness and set t l ed down t o mar r i ed l i f e . The t wo of  t hem 
room 

r ent ed a s l eep i ng/ ** i n t he same apar t ment  as t he br ot her  and 

had t hei r  meal s t oget her . 

About  t wo weeks went _by and*t hi s t i me E l ai ne sai d she 

want ed t o v i s i t  her  par ent s once more as she woul d not  have a 
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chance l at er  i n her  pr egnancy. She l ef t  al one by t r ai n . I t  was 

her  f i r s t  t r a i n r i de but  she was wi l l i ng t o make t he t r i p as her  

husband was now wor k i ng i n an ar mat ur e company as a mac hi ni s t . 

Let t er s wer e exchanged bet ween Ted and El ai ne and one day Ted 

showed hi s s i s - t er - "nl aw a l et t er  he had r ecei ved f r om E l a i ne' s 

mot her . 

The l et t er  st at ed t hat  she di d not  t hi nk she -  ant ed her  

daught er  t o go back t o Chi cago t o a man who di d not  t r eat  h&r  

daught er  i n t he r i ght  manner . Thi s was t he f i r s t  i nk l i ng I  had 

t hat  somet hi ng was wr ong. Ted admi t t ed t hat  he had wr i t t en t o 

El ai ne t hat  he was pl anni ng t o be i n t he ar med f or ced shor t l y 

and " I  suppose you wi l l  s t ar t  r unni ng ar ound wi t h ot her  men and 

even get  a d i r o r c e." 

Ted's s i st er - i n- l aw t o l d hi m t hat  he was wr ong i n wr i t i ng 

such nonesnse and t hat  s i nce hi s wi f e was so young ,she woul d 

undoubt edl y t ake al l  t hi s t o hear t . She sai d t hat  he shoul d not  

ave wr i t t en anyt hi ng t hat  coul d be hel d as evi dence agai nst  hi m 

i n a di vor ce case i f  t her e wer e t o be one. Unf or t unat el y Ted 

des t r oyed al l  l et t er s he r ecei ved f r om El ai ne and her  mot her , 

l et t er s whi ch wer e damagi ng and coul d have been used i n hi s 

f avor  i n case of  a di vor ce. 

I t  was dur i ng E l a i ne ' s ab; ence t hat  a casual  f r i end of  he i s , 

Rut h, ar r i ved i n Chi cago i n sear ch of  wor k. She i s 18 year s o l d. 

Ted t ook one day o f f  t o t ake her  ar ound apar t ment  hunt i ng. She 

f ound somet hi ng on t he west  s i de 

Ted t el ephoned t o Decor ah and got  E l ai ne t o agr ee to r et ur n 

t o Chi cago. She s ai d she woul d r et ur n r i ght  af t er  a f a i r  whi ch 

was goi ng t o be hel d i n t hat  t own. I ns t ead of  wai t i ng f or  El ai ne 



i nt er - mar r i s ge -  5 

t o r et ur n by t r a i n , Ted d r e e up t o l >ecorah af t er  hi s* wi f e . He 

br ought  her  back a f ew days l at er . Ar r angement s had been made 

f or  t he coupl e t o occupy a two- room apar t nent  i n t he same bui l d-

i ng as t hat  of  Ted's br ot her  and hi s wi f e . The r ooms wer e newl y 

pai nt ed and r edecor at ed. Ted bought  a f ew new pi eces of  f ur ni -

t ur e f or  t he r oom. 

One ni ght , j i ugust  26, Ted and hi s wi f e quar r el l ed and t hey 

st r uck one anot her . Ther e was evi dence of  i t  as t he sheet s on 

t he bed wer e bl oody. E l ai ne cl ai med t hat  she bl ed but  Ted 

cl ai med t hat  he had a nose bl eed. 



The f o l l owi ng ar e t he mi nut es o f  t he meet i ng of  Ni sei  and USO 

Bel at ed agenc i es hel d at  54 W. Chi cago Ave. on Apr i l  1? , 1245. 

Among t hose pr esent  wer e Boy Smi t h, Edwar d Mayer , J . J . Ki ng-

ham, Mr s . Edwar d Mayer , Es s i e L . Magui r e, J . L . Nel son, I . B . *hbdes 

and i ?el i x Pedk of  t he USO êl at ed agenc i es and Est her  Nai t o , Gene 

Hashi mot o, Al i c e ¿nouye, Bei  Ki har a., Boui se Susk i , Kenj i  Nakane, 

Har r y Mayeda, Si m Togasaki  and Thomas Masuda. 

The meet i ng was c al l ed t o or der  by Mr . Beck who s t at ed the 

backgr ound o f  cons i der at  i on f o r  f u t her  ac t i v i t i es f or  Ni sei  ser v i ce 

men. savi ng t hus per f or med t he r espons i bi l i t y gi ven to hi m, he de-

c l ar ed t he meet i ng open f or  el ec t i on of  moder at or  and sec r et ar y . 

Mr . Mayer  was chosen mod er  a t<i® and Mr . Peck , sec r et ar y . 

Xs A gener al  d i s c us s i o n on t he adv i s abi l i t y of  openi ng some 

new ac t i v i t y f or  Ni s ei  s er v i c e men f o l l owed. Var i ous per sons ex-

pr essed t hei r  opi ni ons and i t  W8S soon r eal i zed t hat  al l  di d not  

shar e t he same i deas about  the mat t er . However , as the di s c uss i on 

pr ogr essed t her e seemed to be a def i n i t e f eel i ng t hat  somet hi ng 

f ur t her  shoul d oe done f or  t he Ni sei  ser v i ce men. Af t er  many f ar  

r eachi ng st at ement s wer e made, t he secr et ar y suggest ed t hat  t he 

concensus of  t he gr oup be as f o l l ows : 

" I t  i s t he consensus o f  t hi s meet i ng what  what  i s most  needed 

i s t o pet i t i on t he USO t o cons i der  t he adv i sabi l i t y of  addi ng a 

Ni s ei  mei ni er  t o t he s t af f  at  121 «abash Av e. " 

Thi s was vot ed unani mousl y. 

Mr . Nel son moved - that  anot her  meet i ng o f  t hi s gr oup be hel d 

ZO days af t er  t he pl an r ef er r ed t o i s appr oved and t he per son ac-

t ual l y empl oyed; or  i f  t he pl an shoul d not  meet  wi t h t he appr oval  

of  t he USO t hen wi t hi n ZO days af t er  t hi s di sappr oval  t he gr oup 

wi l l  meet  to consi der  what  f ur t her  s t eps can be t aken. 

By gener al  consent  i t  was agr eed t hat  when t h i s gr oup shoul d 
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assembl e agai n. I n addi t i on t o t hose HSW pr esent , r epr esent at i ves 

of  t he f o l l owi ng gr oups shoul d be i nv i t ed: J ACL, J apanese Chur ch 

of  Chr i s t , Buddhi s t  - templ e, Moodj  ĥur ch, Cent r al  Chur ch. 



COMPOSI TI ON 0? RESETTLERS 

(Tabul at i on "based on 3493 per sons) 

MALES 

FEMALES 

2,317 

1,176 

Tot al  -  -  3,493 

Bel ow 16 year s 
16 to 20 " 
21 to 25 
26 t o 30 
31 to 35 
36 to 40 
41 to 45 
46 to 50 
51 to 55 
56 to 60 
61 t o 65 
66 t o 70 
Over  70 
Undecl ar ed. 

AGES 

Mal es 
0.5$ 

19.7*5 
28.8$ 
14.8$ 

6.4$ 
4.3$ 
3.8$ 
2.8$ 
3.0$ 
4.1$ 
1.7$ 

.6$ 

9.4$ 

100.0 

Femal es. 
0.9$ 

25.8$ 
36.5 $ 
12.0$ 
3. 1$ 
2.1$ 
3.6$ 
3.6$ 
1.2$ 
1.2$ 
0.3 $ 
0.0$ 
0. 0$ 
9.7$ 

100.0 

Of  t he mal es 70$ ar e aged f r om 17 -  30 (i nc l us i ve) 

Of  the f emal es 70$ ar e aged f r om 17 -  25 ( ,r  ) 

Of  t he mal es 50$ ar e aged 24 year s or  l ess . 

Of  t he f emal es 50$ ar e aged 22 year s or  l ess . 

Mal es 

Femal es 

Mar i t al  St at us 

Mar r i ed Si ngl e 

601 1212 

306 606 

Undecl ar ed 

504 

264 

Tot al  

2317 

1176 

Tot al  . 907 1818 768 3493 



PEOPLE OF J APANESE DESCENT IN CHICAGO CHURCHES 

Sent  enqui r y to 1350 chur ches 

Repl i es r ecei ved to Apr i l  3, 1945 2 7 3 

Chur ches havi ng no J apanese at  al l  - - - - - - - - - - - -  281 

Chur ches havi ng J apanese 92 

Sunday At t endi ng 

Denomi nat i on Chur ches Members School  Choi r  Yout h Begal ar  Occasi onal  

Met hodi st  15 43 27 9 17 83 132 

Pr esbyt er i an 16 . 36 26 3 14 28 58 

Uni t ed Pr esbyt er i an 2 -  6 - 5 

Congr egat i onal  11 31 30 6 11 27 49 

Bapt i st  10 24 23 16 57 95 90 

Br et hr en 1 12 7 -  2 -  6 

Communi ty 6 7 4 -  1 13 59 

Di sci pl es 3 2 1 -  3 2 9 

Epi scopal  11 37 12 2 1 4 56 

Moody . 1 -  ~ . " ~ 1 2 1 3 

Evangel i cal  & Refor med 3 -  -  1 5 

Lut her an 7 4 10 -  2 12 

Evangel i cal  3 2 ' -  5 -  -  5 10 

Sevent h Day Advent i st  1 2 1 

Fr ee Met hodi st  1 -  6 -  3 12 

Unknown 1 -  2 -  -  -   ̂

TOTAL 92 200 160 36 116 269 531 

The J apanese Chur ch of  Chr i st  (Meet i ngs at  Four t h Pr esbyt er i an Chur ch) 
Adul t  ( I s s ei ) Di v i s i on: Members -  � 0 

Ol d T i mer s . . .10; Reset t l er s ( I s s e i ) . . . 52; Reset t l er s ( Ni s e i ) . . . 10; TOi AL 72 
Usual  at t endance about  60. Some 20 ot her s at t end occasi onal l y. 

Yout h (Ni sei ) Di v i s i on: (No formal  member shi p) Aver age at t endance about  45. 
30 per sons r egal ar  and some 70 ot her s who at t end occasi onal l y. 

The J apanese Chr i st i an Chur ch at  Moody (Meet i ngs at  Moody Memor i al  Chur ch) 

Adul t  ( I s s ei ) Di v i s i on: Aver age at t endance Sunday ser vi ces about  7J  
Some 90 ot her s at t end occasi onal l y. 
Yout h (Ni sei ) Di v i s i on: Aver age at t endance Sunday ser vi ces . . . . . about  
Some 90 ot her s at t end occasi onal l y. 

(No Formal  Member shi p) 



CHICAGO CHURCHES HAVING RSSETTLERS 
(Repor t ed up to Apr i l  3, 1945) 

1. Wi l met t e, Met hodi st  Church Wi l met t e 

2. Si xt h Uni t ed Fr esbyt er i an Woodi awn & 62nd 

3. Nor t h Shore Met hodi st  G1enc o e 

4. St . Pet er s Evangel i cal  & Refor med El mhur st  

5. St . J ames Met hodi st  El l i s & 46t h 

6. F i r st  3apt i st  Chur ch of  Chi cago 935 East  50t h 

7. Di ver sey Par kway Evangel i cal  925 Di ver sey Par kway 

8. Woodl awn Met hodi st  E. 64t h & Woodi awn 
o Zi  « St . Mar k's Pr esbyt er i an 1109 S. Ashl and 

10. St . J ohn's Epi scopal  Byr on & Kost ner  

11. Raymond Chapel  (Bapt i st ) 816 West  31st  

12. Evanst on, F i r st  Congr egat i onal  1417 Hi nman Avenue 

13. Uni t ed Congr egat i onal  1305 N. Haml i n 

14. Congr egat i onal  Chur ch of  Roger s Par k 1545 Mor se 

15. Chi nese Chr i st i an Chur ch 2701 Went wor t h 

16. Kenwood Chur ch 4608 C- reenv/ood 

17. Lut her  Memor i al  2500 Wi l son 

18. Hyde Par k Bapt i st  5600 Woodi awn 

19. Roger s Par k Pr esbyt er i an 7059 N. Gr eenvi ew 

20. Buena Memor i al  Pr esbyt er i an 4301 Sher i dan Road 

21. Gal ewood Congr egat i onal  6415 W. Bl oomi ngdal e 

22. Hi nsdal e, Sevent h Day Advent i st  120 N. Oak 

23. Moody Memor i al  Cl ar k , LaSal l e & N. Avenue 

24. Wesl ey Met hodi st  Semi nary & Di ver sey Pkwy, 

25. Ravenswood Pr esbyt er i an 4300 N. Her mi t age 

26. St . Paul 's Evangel i cal  & Refor med 220 Di v i s i on, El gi n 

27. Br yn Mawr  Communi ty 7000 J ef f er y 

28. Oak Par k, Aust i n Bl vd. Chr i st i an 634 N. Aust i n 

29. Naper vi l l e, Met hodi st  Naper vi l l e 

30. Wi l met t e, Bapt i st  1020 For est  

31. Cent r al  Chur ch of  Chi cago 410 S. Mi chi gan 

32. Sauganash Communi ty 4541 Pet er son 

33. Bet hany Pr esbyt er i an Humbol dt  & Cour t l and 

34. Evanst on, F i r st  Met hodi st  1630 Hi nman 

35. Car y, Met hodi st  Car y 

36. Evanst on, St . Mat t hew's Epi scopal  2421 Har t r ey 

37. Woodl awn Immanuel  Lut her an Kenwood & 64t h 

38. Four t h Pr esbyt er i an 126 E. Chest nut  

39. F i r st  Church of  the Br et hr en Congr ess & Cent r al  Par k 

40. J ackson Bl vd. Chr i st i an 2421 J ackson 

41. Thi r d Pr esbyt er i an Ashl and & Ogden 

42. War r en Ave. Congr egat i onal  3101 War r en 

43. Chi cago Theol ogi cal  Semi nar y 5757 Uni ver si t y 

44. Pr esbyt er i an Chur ch of  Norwood Par k Ni na & Ni col et  

45. Engl ewood Second Uni t ed Pr esbyt er i an 521 West  65t h 

46. Des Pl ai nes , F i r st  Congr egat i onal  Des Pl ai nes 

47. Ar l i ngt on Hei ght s, F i r st  Pr esbyt er i an Ar l i ngt on Hei ght s 

48. unknown 
49. Wat son Par k Congr egat i onal  6337 Cor nel i a 

50. Lake Vi ew Pr esbyt er i an 716 W. Addi son 
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51. Sout h Congr egat i onal  
52. Evanst on, St . Paul 's Lut her an . 
53. Naper vi l l e, Gr ace Evangel i cal  
54. Uni ver si t y Chur ch of  Di sc i pl es 
55. Par k Ri dge, St . Mar y's Epi scopal  
56. Gl encoe Uni on 
57. St . St ephen's Met hodi st  
58. Ar mi t age Ave. Met hodi st  
59. Humbol dt  Par k Met hodi st  
60. Ful l er t on- Covenant  Pr esbyt er i an 
61. Nor t h Shor e Bapt i st  
62. F i r st  Immanuel  Lut her an 
63. St . J ames Lut her an 
64. Tr i ni t y Lut her an 
65. Cent r al  Fr ee Met hodi st  
66. St . Paul 's Evangel i cal  & Refor med 
67. Oak Par k, F i r st  Congr egat i onal  
6 8. Epwo r t h Met  ho di  s t  
69. Aust i n Manor  Pr esbyt er i an 
70. Chur ch of  Our  Savi our  
71. F i r st  Pr esbyt er i an 
72. Ol i vet  Pr esbyt er i an 
73. St . Paul 's Met hodi st - Wesl ey Foundat i on 
74. Oak Par k , Second Pr esbyt er i an 
75. Uni t ed Chur ch of  Hyde Par k 
76. Second Bapt i st  
77. Woodl awn Bapt i st  
78. Oak Par k, Fai r  Oaks Pr esbyt er i an 
79. Taber nacl e Bapt i st  
80. Roger s Par k Bapt i st  
81. Bei den Ave. Bapt i st  
82. Wi cker  Par k Lut her an 
83. Chi cago Templ e 
84. Al l  Sai nt s Epi scopal  
85. Second Evangel i cal  
86. Hyde Par k Met hodi st  
87. Woodl awn Chr i st  Church 
88. St . Chr ysost om's Chur ch 
89. St . Mar k's Epi scopal  
90. St . J ames Epi scopal  
91. St . Paul 's Epi scopal  
92. Chur ch of  t he Ascensi on 

Dr exel  & 40t h 
Greenwood & Mapl e 
I Taper vi l l e 
5655 Uni ver si t y 
Pr ospect  & Cr escent  
Box 35 
113t h & St at e 
834 W. Ar mi t age 
1717 N. F ai r f i el d 
600 W. Ful l er t on 
1311 Berwyn 
Ashl and & Roosevel t  
Fremont  & Di ckens 
Bar r y & Semi nar y 
2201 W. Adams 
Ful l er t on & Or char d 

� Oak Par k 
Kenmore & Berwyn 
1700 Par ksi de 
530 Ful l er t on 
6400 Ki mbar k 
1441 Cl evel and 
1605 W. Har r i son 
410 Washi ngt on 
1448 E. 53r d 
1857 W. J ackson 
6207 Uni ver si t y 
744 Fai r  Oaks Ave. 
3300 W. Monroe 
1900 Gr eenl eaf  
2309 IT. Hal s t ed 
2112 LeMoyne 
Washi ngt on & Cl ar k 
4550 N. Her mi t age 
1908 Sedgwi ck 
Bl ackst one & 54t h 
6451 Woodl awn 
1424 N. Dear bor n Pkwy 
4427 Dr exel  
666 Rush 
4945 Dor chest er  
LaSal l e & El m 



Denver Housing -  Suski 

The Kashi wagi  f ami l y , f or mer l y o f  Seat t l e, Washi ngt on, who 

r es et t l ed t o Denver , Col or ado f r om Mi ni doka Rel ocat i on Cent er , i s 

t he f i r s t  f ami l y t o br eak i nt o t he exc l us i ve r es i dent i al  d i s t r i c t  

i n Denver . The f ami l y o f  i s s o i  par ent s and t wo n i s ei  sons and 

t hei r  f ami l i es ar e now r es i d i ng i n an ei ght - r oom house at  3060 

Col or ado boul evar d, a house whi ch even J ewi sh per sons wer e r ef used 

as t enant s . I t  was mai nl y t hr ough t he ef f o r t s o f  Mar gar et  Ro i wer , 

f i e l d r epr esent at i ve o f  t he F el l owshi p of  Rec onc i l i at i on, t hat  t he 

Kashi wagi s wer e abl e t o r ent  t h i s house.-

Some t i me i n t he l at t er  par t  o f  J anuar y , when i t  became 

appar ent  t hat  t he Kashi wagi  f ami l y , t hen r es i di ng i n Hl ni doka, 

pl anned t o r el ocat e i n Denver , t he youngest  daught er , l i r a. u ae 

Ni s h i t an i , a st udent  nur se at  t he Denver  Gener al  Hos p i t al , began 

l ook i ng f or  a h o u s e , 2 She hear d about  t hi s Col or ado boul evar d 

house t hr ough f r i ends at  t ho Ci t y Par k Bapt i s t  chur ch. Upon i n-

qui r y I 3r s. Ni s hi t ani  f ound t hat  i t  woul d be i mposs i bl e f or  a 

J apanese f ami l y t o r ent  t hi s hous e. 

Ono day she hap ened t o ment i on about  t h i s house t o her  f r i end, 

Hi s s Kohwer , who i mmedi at el y vol unt eer ed t o hel p her  when Hae ex-

pl ai ned t hat  t he r ea l  es t at e agent  handl i ng t he r ent al  of  t he house 

r ef used t o r ent  i t  t o a J apanese f ami l y , gi v i ng as t hei r  r eason 

1. Reveal ed i n an i nt er v i ew wi t h Ki mi ko LI ukayo, Nat i onal  
Y17CA sec r et ar y f o r  J apanese s t at i oned i n Denver . 

... I l r s. I l ae Ni s h i t ani  never  went  t o a r el oc at i on c ent er , 
hav i ng ent er ed nur ses t r ai ni ng school  bef o r e vac uat i on. 

3. Heal  es t at e agent s of  Denver  have banded t oget her  agai ns t  
t he J apane s , c l o s i ng ' f i r s t  and second c l ass© houses t o t hem. Onl y 
t hi r d c l ass houses ar e open t o t hem, accor di ng t o J apanese who have 
t r i ed t o r ent  bet t er  homes t her e. 





Denver Housing - Suski 

that the value of the property In that vicinity would be lowered. 

Upon i nves t i gat i on M s s Rohwer found t hat the house was not In 

a restricted area. She contacted the owner of tho house and found 

t hat  she was wi l l i ng t o r ent  i t to a J apanese f ami l y af t er she met  

t he t wo sons , Geor ge and Mi t suo , who wer e v i s i t i n g Denver  at  t hat  

t i ne. Miss Khower  al so wont to ever y house i n t hat block and sever al  

i n t hat  v i c i n i t y and asked each f ami l y whet her  t hey obj ec t ed t o 

hav i ng J apanese i n t he nei ghbor hood. *fce f ound no obj ec t i ons what -

ever  f r om t he r es i dent s » 

Mi ss Ktobwer  and t he kaáhi wagi  boys went  t o t he r eal  es t at e 

agent  and expl ai ned t he s i t uat i on. I t  was po i nt ed out  t hat  t her e 

v ; a s no l aw pr ohi bi t i ng J apanese f r o*! l i v i ng i n t hat  hous e. F i nal l y 

t he agent s agr eed t o r ent  t o house t o t he i - ashi wagi s. Paper s wer e 

s i gned ear l y i n Febr uar y and s i x mont hs ' r ent  at  85 per  mont h, was 

pai d i n advance f o r  t h i s unf ur ni shed hous e. 

Wi t h negot i at i ons c o ml o t ed t he kashi wagi  br o t her s went  t o 

ar añada Rel ocat i on Cent er  t o v i s i t  t hei r  el der  br o t her , ' .hi l e  

v i s i t i n t her e Qeor ge r ecei ved a wi r e f r om h i s s i s t er , f i i ae, ur gi ng 

hi m t o r et ur n t o Denver  i mmedi at el y as t ho r eal  es t at e agent  

want ed t o cancel  t he l ease t o t he house and was r eady t o r ef und h i s 

money and al so i f ' t he Kaahi wagl s s t i l l  i ns i s t ed on l i v i ng t her e t he 

owner  of  t he house woul d be sued. Geor ge's l awyer  i n Denver  adv i s ed 

hi m t o got  h i s r ef und ac t he pr essur e was comi ng i n and t her e was a 

po s s i b i l i t y of  a sui t  agai ns t  t he owner  of  t he hous e. 

Gi v i ng up t he i dea of  l i v i ng in t h i s hous e, Geor ge went  back 

t o Denver , i nt endi ng t o get  h i s r ef und. He happened t o meet miss 

Rohwer  who r ef us ed t o l et  hi m gi ve y up t he house af t er  she hear d 

t he d t a i l s . " I t ' s onl y a b l u f f , we ' r e not  go i n ; t o l et  t hem get  

away wi t h t h i s / 1 s ai d Hi s s uohwer . "Hi er e must  be some way t o r ent  
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t hat  house y et . 

She i nves t i gat ed a l l  t he Denver  l aws r egar di ng pr oper t y and' 

r eal  es t at e and t hen went  t o t he r eal  .s t at e agent  handl i ng t he 

hous.o and l oased t he house under  her  o\ m nane on Febr uar y 10. i l ae 

t hen sub- l eased t he nouse t u t he Eashi wagl s assur i ng t he ovmer  t hat  

she woul d assume a l l  r es po ns i bi l i t y i n t he advent  of  a s u i . , whi ch 

she doubt ed woul d f o l l o w. Hi s s Kohwer  l i v ed i n t he house f o r  a f ew 

weeks t o make t he negot i at i ons l egal  and ¿hen movud t o her  own 

apar t ment  i n anot her  par t  of  t he c i t y .  ̂

I k e el der  i Lashi wagi  coupl e ana t hei r  t wo sons and t hei r  f a-

mi l i es moved i nt o t h i s house dur i ng t he f i r s t  par t  of  Har ch. Bi ey 

sent  f o r  some <£ t hei r  f ur ni t ur e s t or ed i n Seat t l e anc pur chased 

ot her s i n Denver , i i bout  a week l at er  t he el des t  son and h i s f ami l y 

moved i n t empor ar i l y . 

Hav i ng made f r i ends wi t h t hei r  Caucas i an nei ghbor s , t hey a l l  

get  al ong v er y we l l , ¿hey have made headway, becomi ng acquai nt ed 

wi t h t he bus i nes s peopl e i n t he nei ghbor hood such as t he empl oyees 

of  t he gr ocer y s t o r e, ga3 s t at i on, c l oaner s , dr ug* s t o r e, et c . 

I hei r  nei ghbor s even br i ng t hem veget abl es f r om t hei r  v i c t o r y 

gar dens . 

Hav i n ; l i v ed i n a Caucas i an nei ghbor ho d i n Seat t l e, t hey 

made f r i ends ver y eas i l y back home as wel l  as i n Denver . fi he f ac t  

t hat  t hey wont  out  o f  t hei r  way t o make f r i ends enabl ed t he Ka h i  

wagi s t o r emai n i n t h i s hous e. 

.i ar l y i n Augus t , t he el des t  son, Ri o , and, h i s wi f e and 

daught er  l o f t  Denver  t o r es et t l e i n Chi cago, 
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C 01. EL ¿NTS 

Accor di ng t o conver sat i on wi t h var i ous peopl e who have once 

l i v ed i n Denver , t he hous i ng s i t uat i on t her e i s ver y aut i t o. The 

maj or i t y of  J apanese have not  t r i ed t o l i v e i n t he bet t or  sec t i on 

of  t he c i t y . Some of  thorn have at t emp ed t o r ent  homes, but  gave 

up t he i dea wi t hout  a .f i ght . The Kashi wn î  f ami l y i s kr .own t o bo 

t he f i r s t  J apanese f r n i l y t o t r y r ent i ng a house i n t he bet t er  r e-

s i dent i al  d i s t r i c t . 

A l ar go number  of  J apanese ar e cont ent  t o l i v e i n ho t el s wher e 

l i v i ng condi t i ons ar o not  cvon av er age. Many of  t hem con r̂ e ât e i n 

cne s ec t i on, p r i nc i pal l y on Lar ami e St r eet , whi ch i s r api dl -  gr ow-

i ng i . .t o mo t her  L i t t l e Tok i o . 

"1*10 r es i dent i a l  d i s t r i c t s ar o not  r eady t o accept  t he J apan-

es e, says Hi s I &i l i &yc. n1?i oy r ea l l y do n ' t  know t he J apanese y et , 

The unf avor abl e publ i c i t y gi ven t hen i n t he Denver  paper s hao not  

hel ped mat t er s , n 

VTi th poopl o l i k e t he Amer i can f * i o hds f or v i ce and t he Fel l ow-

shi p of  Rooono i l l at i on ho l pi ng t ho J apanese i n r el o c at i ng, t he 

ques t i on of  hous i ng shoul d r oach a mor e f avor abl e s o l ut i on, how-

ev er , bi l l s wi l l  tal co t i me. 


