Relocation in Milwaukee
Jan, 3, 1944
Suski

Coming from all parts of the Pacific Coast, the 150 relocatees
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, have a cooperative, quiet, hard-working
group which is able to get together whenever there 1s a need for a
meeting or a social. The WRA offi d YWCA work closely
toward this end.

Sumi Shinozaki, a former Seattle girl, is working in the WRA
office. She is one of the active nisei in Milwaukee., BShe lives
at the home of a Caucasian minister. Miss Shinozaki

associated with Meki Ichiyasu, formerly secretary of

YWCA iIn Los Angeles who has Jjoined the H%lwaukee YWCA

assistant Girl Heserves secretary.

Miss Ichiyasu works with the high school girls' group and
has proven herself invaluable to the Milwaukee YWCA. Not only the
taff members, but all of the girls in the G,R. clubs like Miss
Ichiyasu very much. ©She is well satisfied with her work at the
"Y". DBoth the WRA office and Miss Ichiyasu have a list of all
relocatees in Milwaukee, making communication amonz the resettler
100 per cent possible.

According to Miss Ichiyasu there aré 150 resettlers ip Mil-
imﬁediéte vieinity. Theilr ages range from infants
to about 40. There are some 70 nisei whose ages range from 20
and older. Two nisei girls are known to be attending the publie
Theré are a few enrolled in colleges in Milwaukee.
great number of nisei are working as domestics, some
doing part time work and attending college, however, the majority
of this group are working full-time as domestics. There are a few

girls working in general office and secretarial work. The men

h




have odd jobs from laborers to laboratory technicians' and engi-

neer desigmers' jobs while a few are dcing domestie work, The
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largest number of nisei in one plant is the Firestone Stores, Inc,

which has eight nisei as clerks, making over old tires, ete. The
others are scattered in another tire company, printing concerns
and other places.

Housing is a problem r the nisei in Milwaukee as it is in
other cities. ZIfurnished apartments are practically impossible to

find. Many of the nisei couples and families are living in un-

furnished houses and flats, very few live in unfurnished apart-
ment s This has brought on the added expense of buying furniture,
This is a problem which has to be’'seriously considered by those
thinking ol resettling in Milwaukee as furnished apartments and
houses practiecally nil.
one nisei couple with a child who were able to find
awn Federal BHousing Project. The WRA seems to
have a working agreement with the housing project and a nisei can

-

get Into the project if he is deing war work. e resettler is
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assigned to an apartment according to the size of
to the size of his income.
are unfurnished however, each

and ell utilities are paid for by

Another nisei couple found housing in a private housing
jeet which just completed a group of houses and flats. Then there
are two other couples, each with one child, who are sharing a two-

story furnished house, They consider themselves lucky to find an

wefurnished house in the better district. fith two families shar-
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ing expenses, it is cut down quite a bit. The two couples get
along because the twe wives are sisters.

Miss Ichiyasu, her sister-in-law and the latter's infant son
and the sister-in-3aw's sister and her family of three live on the
third floor of a huge mansion owned by the Chapmans, owner of the
best department store in Milwaukee., They are, more or less, care-
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takers of the house, altho they do not have the clean the first
two floors which are occupied by the Public Hes Nurse Service.
These two floors are used as hesdquarters for this organization
and for classrooms for nurses and nurse's aids.
As the house is unaccupied in the evenings, Miss Ichiyasu and
her in-laws just have to watch the house in the evenings.
very good set-up for the group where there are two babies,
about eight months 0ld and the other about 16 months old.
quiet and are not afraid of strangers. Miss
sister-in-laws can use the larce reception room
evenings.,
has her own office at the YWCA, which has a
five-story building just off the‘main business district, A4All of
the facilities of the "Y", which includes a three-lane bowling

alley, gymnasium, swimming poel, club rooms and an auditorium are

aveilable to the nisei. It is Miss Ichiyasu's plan to get the

nisei to participate more in the "¥Y" asctivities.

So far there have been no joint activity with Caucasian

.
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groups, however, there is a strong possibility that the women will

gradually work themselves into the Csaucasian society througzh the
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Through the efforts of the WRA a committee of five resettlers
g




appointed whose duty is to arrange various social activities

to see that the residents can get together once in s while

social purposes. Their present plans call for one social a
month.

The first o ; ocials was held in November in a social
center near the Negro section ome 120 persons, including child=-
ren, attended party which was held on a rainy evening, It was
a little difficult to handle the whole crowd because of the wide

from children to nisei couples in their late thir-
Evidently a large number of these people came to this
in Milwaukee.

The oc ial was held about the middle of December at
the YWCA. i was limi I o older nisei. This social went
over much better, Another social activity for the older nisei

held at the YWCA on December 30. Maki Ichiyasu
assisted by Peggy Tsuchiya, Sumi Shinozaki,

Alice Sakemi, Mrs., Sumi Kashiwagl and Mrs. Lily Kataocka.

Although 28 reservations were made, only 18 showed up.

with the addition of about 15 others were
at Maki Ichiyasu's home on N Year'ts nigl 'or an informal party.

Group games were played and prizes given out., Refreshments for
the evening were Japanese in nature, goodles and osushi although
was American.
The committee selected by the WRA is known as the relocation
committee. Members of this group include, Maki Ichiyasu, Fremont
gawa, Henry Sakemi, Sumi.bhinozaki and Peggy Tsuchiya. They
nimeographed a pamphlet an ﬁilwaukee, giving information on

places to see, places to eat, employment opportunities and pre-




vailing wages, @ map of the downtown business district, bus
terminals and train depots, hotels and their prices and names
and telephonem numbers of persons who can be contacted. This
committee mimeographed 500 copies of this pamphlet and sent them
to all the relocation centers. They proved very popular and they

more copies. This conmmittee plans to issue

the near future.
roup I saw in Milwaukee seem to be congenial,

hard working and ready to ccoperate in various activities.
seems to be no jealousy of position or home evident among them as
the group seemed very cooperative. They all seemed to be glad

that they resettled in Milwaukee, Some of the nisei said that the

Caucasians stared at them at first but now they don't feel eyes

on them as before. The nisei get along very well at neighborhoed
stores and are rapidly becomgéng part of the community.
Very few of them go to church as yet. The Kashiwagis and
attend the neighborhood Baptist church. Mrs. Kashiwagi
participate in a skit to be presented at the
7y 1l4. They will present a scene in Santa Anita
r when two Baptist missionary workers visited them.
the ir conversation they will relate experilences of
cent
holie Church in the
one welcomed me with open
feel to onspicuous I he only Japanese in the ch
feel eyes on me but I have gotten used to that for as

have always attendéd Caucasian churches
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We are élad you are thinking of coming
to Milwaukee., That is why we have
preparcd this booklet, to give you a

few pointers., Read it; use it; keep
it for reference.

Milwaukee is an interesting city of
great natural beauty located on the
shores of Lake Michigan, Three
navigable rivers wind through its
downtown, residential and suburban
areas. It is the largest city in
Wisconsin, the thirteenth largest
in the United States.

You will like Milwaukee. It is the
only city in the country with a
complete recreational area at the
foot of its main downtown thorough-
fare, Its vocational school and
social center systems, as well as
its outstanding police force and
rolated low crime rate, arc nation-
ally known and respected. The
products of its manifold industries
are distributed over the globe.

Milwaukee is also a spirit. It is a
city of home-owning and home=loving
people, of churchgoers. It is a
conservative place--a country town
grown up--where new idcas and now
pcople are accepted with understand-
ing and tolerance. It is now the
home of approximately 150 Americans
of Japanese descent, all of whom
have found kindly neighbors and

good friends.

Welcome to Milwaukece.
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SEEING STARS

Alhambra Theatre

234 W, Wisconsin Avenue
Davidson Theatre (legitimate theatre)

621 N. Third Strect
Pabst Theatre (legitimate theatre)

144 E. Wells
Palace Theatre

537 W, Wisconsin Avenue
Riverside Theatre

116 W. Wisconsin Avenue
Strand Theatre

510 W. Wisconsin Avenue
Yfinrner Theatre

212 W. Wisconsin Avenue
Tisconsin Theatre

528 W, Wisconsin Avenue
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Ambrosia House N. Jefferson
Vegetarian*

811 East Wisconsin
Seafoods

449 W, 27th
Swedish

1041 N. 3rd
German

441 W, Wisconsin
American

440 W, Kilbourn
Steaks

2425 W, Visconsin
Hamburgers

421 W, State

Chop Suey

Juncau Hotel
Little Sweden
linder's
Piccaodilly
Strachota's
Yankee Doodle

Yetsham -

1

iEmployment opportunities are many and
| varied in Milwaukee. Evacuees pre=-

| sently working in the city range from
i untrained domesties to laboratory

| technicians and engineers designing
to meet post-war needs.

Preveiling salaries, in common with
those of the rest of the country, are

' lower than those of the Pacific Coast,

| The averages are about as follows:

i Experienced Inexpe
 Domestics $15-320 wk, $06-12

| Laborers 85¢ hr, up = 45¢-70
| Stenographers $25-$30 wk. $18-25
| Mcchanics $1.00 hr, 65¢-85
| Farm Help Single

' $85-$100 $65=-T0
plus maintcnanco

Purther details may be obtained by
| writing:
: War Reloeation Authority
i Room 7072 Plankinton Bldg.

161 W, Wisconsin Avenue
Milwaukee 1, Wisconsin

-TZ;(%;«éféhmqﬁéz7

For a $1 weekly pass, an adult may do
unlimited street car and yellow bus
' riding from § a.m, Sunday to 5 a.m.
the following Sunday in the metropoli-
s tan area, Tickots are 6 for 50¢; car
.fare is 10¢. There are other weckly
| passes solling at $1.25, $150 and
¥ 81,75, Pay more, go farther,
, ek ok ok ok oK

BUY A VICTORY BOND TODAY

#(Really more intercsting than this steid |

adjective would indicate; charming _
atmosphere; especially good for girls'
get=togethers).
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MAP OF IJIIU.'{.E’LUKEE%S DOVINTOWN AREA

Chiengo Northwestern Station 3s International Institute
Chicngo, Milwaukee, St, Paul A e €, Ay

and Pacifie Railroad Depet be Yo ¥y L6 A

Union Station 6 T Ra Ay

Tlisconsin Motor Bus Line 7 Public Serviee Building
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’Bus Terminals

Union Bus Terminal
Public Service Building
231 W, Michigan

United Bus Depot
631 N. Sixth Street

Train Depots

Chicago, Milwaukee, St,Paul & Pacific RR
321 W. Everett Strect

Chicago, North Shore & Milwaukee Road
837 W. Michigan

Chicago, Northwestern Railway
915 E. Wiscensin Avenue

e ok ok ok

T St Pho-hutusihs

American Automobile Assn.

735 N. Broadway
City Hall

N. Water and E. Wells Streets
Federal Bldg., P.O.

N. Jackson St. and Wisconsin
International Institute

787 N. Van Buren
Milwaukee Journal

M. 4th and State Streets
Milwaukee Sentinel

123 W, Michigan
fuseum and Library

N. B8th and W, Wisconsin
National War Agencies

161 W. Wisaonsin
War Housing Center

135 W, Viells

sk ko gk

Wl@ Wenks

‘(Belmont Hotel

| 750 N, Fourth Street
!Carlton Hotel
| 1120 N. Milwaukee
| Juneau Hotel
| 807 E, Wisconsin
Maryland Hotel
625 N. Fourth
Medford Hotel
607 N. Third Street
Royal Hotel
435 E. Michigan
Schroeder Hotel
' 509 W, Wisconsin
Wisconsin Hotel
720 N. Third Street
YMaCalo
633 N, Fourth Street
YWN.C.A,
628 N. Jackson
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No loyal citizen of the United States
should be denied the democratic right
to exercise the responsibilities of
his citizenship, regardless of his
ancestry.

Americanism is not, and never was, a’
matter of race or ancestry,

Every loyal American citizen should be
given the opportunity to serve his
country wherever his skills will meke

. the pgreatest contribution--whether it

. be in the ranks of our armed forces,
war production, agriculture, govern-
ment service, or other work essential
to the war effort,

««eseThe President
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So you're in town and what to do?

For specific, up-to-the-minute--though,
sometimes, we admit, devastating-~hints
and advice, you have permission to call
any of the following during the hours
ziven. No between midnight to morning
calls, please, There may be a war
worker sleeping next door!

Elizabeth Campbell - International
Institute
Eve., Sundays BEacon 2019-W
Maki Ichiyasu
Eves., Sundays

DAly 2295

John H. Putz W.R.A,

Weekday eves. MArquette 4188
Henry Sakemi CHurch 2017-J
Evenings

Nami Shio
Evenings

WEst 7336-W

Sumi Shinozakil
Eves., Sundays

HOpkins 0342

* 5 ok ok ok

As a Nation, we stand firmly committed
to the great ideal that distinetions
based upon race, color, or creed have
no place in American life in peace or
in war,
essslarey McWilliams
ok ok ak ok ok

HELP DEMOCRACY WITH ANOTHER BOND
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CaIJEZy Presbyterian - 628 N, 10th

First Baptist Church - 911 E, Ogden Ave.

First Methodist 1010 W, Wisconsin

Grand Ave, Cong. 2133 W, Wisconsin

St. James Episcopal 833 Vi, Wisconsin

St, John's Cathedral - 802 N, Jackson
(ReCs) :

Nsbale

Smart Beauty Shop - 161 W, Wisconsin
BRoadway 0676

sk ok

Patti's Beauty Shop - 1114 N. Jackson
BRoadway 6458

ok vk ok 3k %k

Gl (k. Set Lo

We've had fun putting this booklet to-
gether, Goodness knows it isn't per=-
fect; couldn't be, in fact., You'll
understand why when you meet us,

But we did have a good time. Every
recommendation--be it hotel, eating
place, or beauty parlor=--has been
personally investigated and passed on
the basis of our strange but wonderful
standards,

Milwaukee says WELCOME and so do we,

Maki Ichiyasu
Fremont Ogawa
Henry Sakemi

Sumi Shinozaki
Peggy Tsuchiya







Resettlers in Wilwaukee
Jan, 3, 1944
Susk

in Milwaukee,

that eity,

upon arrival T

£

to the conservativenes
or expensive entertaining
outlet
s sponsored through the ffo 0f a relocation committee
which was organized by thes WRA and mpri i wholly® of resettlers.
one person declared hers he : 1.0t the
Milwaukee, it's
cet around the

1

because there

+

Helght

Here one

attended
with the Baptist group

Through her church connections

5

and through newly made friends enabled

husband to get & job with an auto works concern. His ma jor work




~ . e 1
cars and

ne

id do a little bit of mechantecal work.
ployer liked him and socon gave him

-

better job in the mechan-
with his

He seems to be satisfied

work. Isoda likes
works for and works with and often goes to beer
as gotten to know the better beer

-rowdy is immediately escorted to

+ ~
Lo

rowdy,
drink in

~ T

good fortune about housing

in a furnished

looke

married and has




section of
Sam Minami and his wife and two year old son
nisei residing in Park Lawn Housing project. "I was

ol -}

here,” said Minami o am ut to Chicago from

all the utilities
and light are paid am slowl] mulating furni-

apartment. It

my relative

men
worked somewhat like

1

. P | N | 1 You 2 £ w1 e o o - - < ) -
ashiwagi and his family has a pretty good

=}

they have made good adjustments. "I don't intend

ermanently," said Kashiwagi, "but I'll

enough money so I can go into business for myself




. ing to start from the bottom again. I don't know where it will be,

maybe some small town and maybe in one of the business centers of
a large city.

"I'm glad I couldn't find housing in Chicago because I'm satis-
fied with everything for the present here. I came to Milwaukee to

a7

visit my sister and I lived with her two two months. Most

time I slept on the floor, but now I found a place to live.
floor of a house owned by a naturalized German
Lven if we have to enter our place from the
and go through the kitchen to the living room, it's not =a

all my furniture but I bought some second

hand furniture sine have all of my Los 4ngeles furniture stored

the news-
furnished
or house....,' ©Since the first word in the
started out with an 'A', it was the first one in the whole list
who called_ﬁugt have just taken them in order
he must have called us. Anyway, we are
he did and we a 50 glad to be settled. Our house is just
five-point crossing and transportation to any part of the
city is quite convenient.®
Rio Kashiwagi went on to talk about his work. "I've never done
physical laber beOT%; but w I ally work hard, I've lost 15
we repair old tir
tired that I couldn't
. thing outsice of work and =sleep.

they've taken in eight hisei., We work differe: shifts. I'm getting




work doubly hard > tha h oss Wi recognize
how comp ] ind dependable the nis
the bo: ay Since you boys started working ur producting
they'll use nisei in
other cities of this country.
bus to work and take my ich box.
carrying a lunch box? It only
plant.,
"I've gotten severs
started in the
it isn't bad.
"I don't see how any level thinking nisei
can't they look into the future, come
when we'll need a

to be anything

in camp

until they do

get out of camp as soon as they can,

'It's no use holding a grudge against the gover

of evacuation. This was called a military necessity, let it ego

that., I kiow a lot of people lost their busin ness, property and

-

other things. I lost my business too and I know it's going to be

hard to start another business again, but I'm not holding that

against Uncle Sam. I'm willing to Bet out and try to start another
ﬁow is the time to save and work for that goal.

Native Sons of the Golden West and




ollering about keeping the
the ordinary r n's view-
certain orgaenizations ar me politicians who are
doing the yelling, but I'm convinced that the general populace of
California doesn'it feel that wes ntime: is strong against
the Japanese, but after the war I'm sure things wil
den't think the Japanese will be able to go back to
large numbers but I'm sure th
that state. I know we stil
whole state is gain S lt's only a small group
yell Joud and are being heard
The Kashiwagis are church~goers and are members
borhood Baptist Church and participate in church activities
also keep in close contact with the Baptist Home Mi
On January 14 Mrs.
skit which will be presented
oanta Anita mbly Center and wi show how two
ionary ~oclety visited
will tell of life in that center.
nany nisei friends visit them but they
They have Baptist

visit them whenever they pass through the

ly accounted for

minister in Seat

Kashiwagis have one daughter who
only nisel in
evenings and

shows with them on the weel nds he s als to mix in very




Caucasian s and has no itrouble whatso

N

very good adjust

o
howe ver,

in

not consulting all

she voluntarily quit

occurred. However,







Illinois Divorce
_Suski
Jan. 14, 1944

Toshiko Tokuyama probably T
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The following is a portion of a letter written by Dr. P,I,

Suski to Louise, dated January 20, 19456

veesslt is8 not the history of Jepanese in Los Angeles but it is
the history of Jepanese in America, beginning with the first ent}y
to U.S. of Jepasnese in 1860. Mr. Saeguss has been reiterating his
ovninion that a1l histories of Jgpanese in America 80 far written
were full of errors, duwe to authors dépeniing mostly on verbal
information of 0ld timers at best, end in meny instances on mere
hear-ssy., Mr., Saeguss tried to vesse his history on dally news-
pepers, 0ld papers were slways hard to get and be traveled 51l
over Celifornis for 1F years to gather data. His actual writing
begsn about 1927-28 and finished his sketchy work about 1926,

when he took to bed and left most of the editine to me. It took

me all the time until 1940. The finished manuscript had Leen

sent to the Kefu Shimpo vranch at Tokyo in charge of Shogo Muto

in the summer of 1941, Paper was purchasec in L.,A., and sent to
Japan. But ot that time the Japanese government took over a1l
printine plants in Tokyo, and we decided to weit until the end of
the wer, 1 have the original cépy in Los 4angeles, but I am duty
vound not to mske it public, even for quotation,

I am hoping my libraxy will arrive here shortly. In that I
have some materisl sbout the history of the Japanese colony in

Californis, which I may divulee.....
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More excerpts from the letter:

eseee If anyone wants to know of my past 1life, I have materisl
gathered snd written in Japanese. It is a mixture of incidents,
facts, opinions snu hopes, &xperiences I went through my child-
hood in Japsn would be very interestine to you all. i have many
drawinge to illustrate the story. I intend to translate itae
soon a8 I find someone to assist me;

I1 donot intend to return to “elifornie, at least for 10-15
years., I may be dead, mostly liRely, before Californis is resdy
to sccept BB..... Our houvse in well taken care of, refited to a
Neero poptestant minister. I would not rent the house to any
Japanese, as it may be burnt, (This is in answer to an ingquiry
a8 to whether he was willing to rent.the house to a Japanese who
was8 plenning to return to “alifornmis.)

Ae to my future planes, I have written what 4 think and what
i1 intend to do., I will send my papers within a few dayce.s.s I
am going to stay here st camp uvuntil kicked out., Not thst i like
it, but that is the gesture.' They took me out of Californis
foreibly. They destroyed mj préctice. The alien is prevented
from practicing in any other state legally, even if there is a
chance of mskine good. There is not:muen chence of making 1t pay

glther e

Why can't you folks move to Milwavkee? Clsra snd the Laby

at lesst? Yr to some western suburb of Chicago, if you must stay
in Chicee0? Induce Julis (my older éistex) to move to Chigcago,

nay vetter to Milwsukee, Bob (her husband) doesn't like Chicago.
Julis likes lew York, which Bob condemns., <They are now consider-

ine Colorado Springs, vhich may be sbout the best in the middle




western states. I am praising Milwﬁukee a8 a good place. It is
just atout in the middle of the couﬁtrs a8 Colorsdo Springs, but
more near civilization. Flora fanofher sister) may eventually
settle around Chiceeo. Then mothe¢r could stay around there
visiting Julis, Flora, Clsmra, Elmer (vrother in Milwsuvkee), you
and Susie (sister-in-law). #~he would not we tired of sny place

if she'd have five places t0 g0..ees

Note: Perhaps 1 should explain é little stout the family so
you will know what's what, Julia's husvand, Bob, was formerly
wi th #alt Disney Studio and lster M-G-il cartoon dept., Le was in
Chicago for = while doineg free ldte work =s a commercial srtist
pntil he went to New York. It was while he was in FNew York that
he drew a comic strip, "Miki" which is now syndicated and appear-
ineg in several papers, including the Chicsgo Daidy News. He goes
under the name of fovert Kay. HFlora's husvand is in the Army 80

ghe ig 8till at Heart it, with her son and near my mother. I

have & urother in the Army and his wife, Susie, is livine with me.

Zlmer is the youngest and he is livine in Vilwsuvkee with his wife
and child, You've heard of Claré, 80 there's ouvr femily. I hope

you get something out of the letter my father wrote to me.




marriage in chiecago
suslki

The marriage of two Chicago residents on January 30, brought
together 1l relatives of the bride to this city. Kiyo Sato,
formerly of San Jose, Calif. became the bride of Shigeru Hashi-
moto, formerly of E1l Monte, Calif. at the Thorndyke Hilton Memorial
Chapel of the Chicago ''heological Seminary with Rev. Jitsuo Mori-
kawa, nisei Baptist minister, officiating.

Among the bride's relatives were her sister, Riyo Sato, from

Butfalo, N.Y.; her brother FFC rred Yamamoto, from Camp Shelby,

Miss.; another brother, Jack Sato and his wife and several other
relatives from Detroit, Mich., and a sister, &rs. Ckuda and her
husband, Lt. Hiz Okuda who just completed his training at Car-
lyle Barracks, Pa. Among the bride's fr;ends were Alice Suzuki
from Buffalo, N.Y.; Tereda Honda of Yellow Springs, Chio; Yoshiye
Ogata, her maid-of-honor, of Columbus, Ohio, and a few others
from Detroit, Mich,

‘'he bride wore a long white silk crepe gown with long sleeves.,
She wore a small white skull cap to which was attached a short
white veil. She carried a white prayer book and a white orchid.
Her attendant wore a blue crepe gown trimmed in blue sequins, She
wore a corsage of gardenisas.

While the bridal party wore formal attire, the groom ang his
bestman were in informal dark blue suits, Both wore white bou-
tonnieres.

After the ceremony a reception was held in the foyer over-
looking the patio. Private Yamamotd was master of ceremonies,

Congratulatory sepee words wefe extended by the two attendants of




marriage in chicago - 2

the bride and groom,

While the engaged couple was making plans for the wedding,
they were undecided whether to have a large wedding and invite
some 500 friends or have a small eeremony end invited only close
friends. When I was approached on this subjeect, I gave them my
opinion that I personslly favored a small wedding.

Announcements of the wedding were issued about two weeks
before the ceremony.

During the reception the bride was heard saying, "Now that
I em married, I cen start looking for a job," Mrs. Hashimoto
came to Chicago from Heart Mountain on December 2. She stayed at
the Bretiren's hostel for a few days. Later she and Yoshi Hashi-
moto, her future sister-in-law, moved into an epartment on the
South Side, which was found by her fiancé, She has not worked
since coming to Chicago as she was busy meking plans for her wed-
ding. ©She is now looking for some kind of office job.

While at Heart Mountain Mrs. Hashimoto was head of the Girls
Club activities., Some time in May she became ill with pe pleurisy
and was confined in bed until the latter part of June. She did
not start workihg agsin until September, resuming her work in
the Girls Club activities,-

Last spring lMrs. Hashimoto became engaged to George Tanaka,
a close friend of her_brotherS'who lived together with them, At
that time her mother wanted her to get married right away. How-
ever, she confided to me that "I am not sure whether I want to

marry George right away or not. My relatives are pushing the

deal and want to see me married. I don't know whether I really

care for George enough to marry him,"




marriage in chicago - 2

At that time she asked my opinion on the matter. I told her,
"Marriage is &n important step in any person's life, Personally
I don't believe in divorce unless there is absolutely no possi=-
bility of a married couple to get along with each other. 1I'd
rather see a couple divorced than unheappily married. You may be
think you love George now, but it may be hetter if you wait for
a while and be sure you love him before you marry him. Marriage
isn't something that you can jump into and jump out of, it is
a pact for life so one should be very sure before taking the
step.”

Kiyo told me that she felt the same way and that in spite of
what her relatives think she would wmait a while before getting
married. In several weeks the engegement was quietly broken of
by mutual consent. "George is still one of my best friends,"
said Kiyo when she told me of the broken engagement, 4 few weeks
later George went to Detroit on an indefinite leave and is said
to have a good job with a miik dairy.

Kiyo and Shig met at Heart Mountain, They were both active

in the Community Christian Church, <friendship blossomed into love

and so they were married.




Murayama funeral
Suski
Feb. 11, 1944

Some 60 persons, eincluding six Caucasians and some eight
issei, attended the funeral services held for Amy Murayama, only
caughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Sadakichi Murayama of Deer Park,
Ill. at the Grace Episoopal Chapel on Thursday, feb. 10, 1944, at
2 o'clock, The Rev. John M. Yamazeki, former pastor of the
Japanese IEpiscopal Church of Los ingeles where the Murayama family
"gere actiive members, officialed with the assistance of a Caucasian
minister of that chapel.

The ceremony was conducted in English and consisted of several
prayers and two hymns, "I Would Be True" gnd "Sweet Hour of
Prayer™" which were requested by the deceased. Pipe organ music
was heard throughout the services except during the prayers. The
chapel is part of the St. lLuke's Hospital where Miss Murayama died
8f pneumonia. She had been confined to his hospital in April,

1243 of some lung ailment but she recovered and went home. She

=

became ill & short time ago and succumbed to pneumonia. Her death

vas wholly unexpected, according to Ben Murayama, her cousin, who

came to Chicago for the funeral services from Columbus, Ohio.
The deceased is about 26 years old. She was active in the
Japanese Episcopal Church in Los Angeles. Shortly after gradua-
ting high school she was sent to Japan to study Japanese. She
attended Keisen Jogekko, founded by Michi Kawai, and returned to

California upon graduation. She kept books and worked as secre-

tary in her father's %e® store, "The Nisei Sho-kai (Company)

which de&lt with electric appliances.,
When her family evacuated to Santa Anita Assembly Center,
she worked as a counsellor in the Social Welfare Department. When

her family relocated to Jerome WRA center, she again worked in the
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Social Welfare Department up to the time she left for resettle-
ment in Chicago. Her parents are now working as domesties in a
home in Deer Park, Illinois; the eldest son, Henry, and his wife

and child are in Utica, Illinois where Henry is working in a

plastic concern. Herbert is working in Chicago.

News of Amy's death and funerzl services were told to c¢close
friends through the mail and these persons in turn informed others.
Rev. Yamazaki also got in touch with several former members of his
chureh in Los Angeles,

This funeral service is the second conducted for evacuees in

Chicago.
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The Funeral Service
for
ANY MURAYAMA
at
Grace Episcopal Chapel
1442 S. Indiana
Chicago

Thursday, February 10, 1944
2:00 p.m,
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I WOULD BE TRUE

would be true, for there are those who trust me;
would be pure, for there aré those who care;
would be strong, for there is much to suffer;
would be brave, for there is much to dare,
would be brave, for there is much to dare.

would be friend of all, the foe, the frlendless,
would be giving, and forget the gift;

would be humble, for I kmow my weakmess;

would look up, and laugh, and love and 1lift,
would look up, and laugh, and love, and 1ift.

Amen

SWEET HOUR OF PRAYER

Sweet hour of prayer! Sweet hour of prayer!
That calls me from a world of care,

And bid me at my Father's throne

Make all my wants and wishes kmown;

In seasons of distress and grief,

My soul has often found relief;

And oft escaped the tempter's snare;

By thy return,  sweet hour of orayer!

Sweet hour of prayer! Sweet hour of prayer!
Thy wings shall my petition bear

To him whose truth and faithfulness

Engage the waiting soul to bless.

And since he bids me seek his face,

Believe his word and trust his grace,

I'l1l cast on him my every caie

And wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer!

Swz2et hour of prayer! Sweet hour of prayer!
May I thy consolation share,

Till, from Mount Pisgah's lofty height,

I view my home and take my flight;

This robe of flesh I'll drop, and rise

To seize the everlasting prize;

And shout, while passing thro' the air,
Farewell, farewell, sweet hour of prayer!

Amen
¥ % % %k k % ok *k Kk ok

The above hymns were requested by the deceased
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Free discussion: 0On Communication
Ernie Takahashi
March 5, 1944
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Nisel Sceial Ouilet

When spring comes it will be a little better, at least you

can take a stroll in the park or even go out to the lake. DBut

during the winter there's nothing you can do.




e Discussion: On Job Opportunities
rch 5, 1944

Werren Watanabe: I wonder if the nisei would have had a
chance if they had come out to Chicago way before evacua-

tion and tried to make a living out here”

louise Suski: I think if the nisei were well trained in their
fields and could compete with the Caucasians, they would have had
a chance. I don't think the prejudice against the nisel was a
great as it was on the coast. On the coast many personnel
managers wouldn't even give the nisei an interview whereas

personnel menagers out here would

interview and then it would

beliesve he could have

hesr e A
t"[‘ii‘___." ngaa

manpower

ashi: If } ght I had a bettere chance in the

-

on the FPacific Coast when finished school, I

would have come out here immediately. But I don't know whether

better chance before the war than they do now.
e Suski: Perhaps the reason why there weren't very many
nisei holding good jobs in the middlewest was that so few tried

their luck. They just tock it for granted that things were pretty

much the same as i W - Pzseific Coast. Several years ago
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I received letters from nisei in the middlewest urging me to g

et

nisei college students to enter school out here and then seek

work in the middlewest., I got the impression tha

be ing accepted in various jobs, I did talk To a
but they seemed to be contented
the isseil employers.

away from nisei associations and

o

% nisei'were

number of pesople

¢
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floor was set for 20 people plus two children. xhe younger set
had been invited to the dance which was scheduled for the lattcr

part of the evening. lMost of the colder people played cards in
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the living room, leaving the younger people enjoy dancing %o
music provided by a juke DboxX.

The card party wes scheduled for 3 o'clock in the aifternoon,
however, & parade which went througn the downtown streets in the
afternoon held up the traffic and as & result the ma jority of the
the nisei did not arrive at the "Y" until close to 6 otclook,

time set for the pot-luck supper. Since the YWC:s building
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Nisel Visitors in Chicago
April 14, 1944
- Suski

After hearing many unfavorable somments on Chieago, how
dirty it was, how crowded it was, what terrible weather it had,
ete., it was surprising to hear a young nisei couple say that
they aetually liked Chicago and wouldn't mind living here.

This young couple, Mr. end Mrs. Jimmy Kaneda, who were
married in Los Angeles shortly after the outbreak of the war,
ecame to Chieago for a week's visit from Salt Lake City where they
had relocated early in 1943, They found Chieago so different from
the drab and conservative Salt lake City which was dark and quiet
after 9 p.m,

The Kanedas went to the nisei dance which was held at the
Skyline Athletic Club on 4April 9. They went, "because we'll see
our friends there and we can see whé is in Ch§eago.” They both
like to dance so they seemed to have enjoyed the dance, Théir
comment was as follows:

"It looked like most of the people at the dance were from
Manzanar. We saw so many people we knew there. The dance was
sponsored by Joe Komaki, He and Mas Okabe used to sponser the
weekly dences in Denver but now Mas is doing it alone and Joe is
giving the dances out hers. It'costa a lot of money to sponsor
those dances but I think Joe is making e little profit anyway,

He says that it costs momey to make money. It coest us $3.00 to
8¢t in. I guess they have to cherge that much in erder to make
any money. <Yhe orchewtra wasn't any too good. The young drummer,

Hideo Kawano,'who played for the Chieago niset orchestra, was

there. puring the 1ntermissionAhe played the drums and was he

good. Even the regulasr irummer of the band was admiring his

playing.
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"We saw some zoot suiters there. There were a lot of stags

there too. There were several people who were kind of drunk too
but they didn't bother us, A few drinks seem to give those boys
& little courege so they ean go up and ask any strange girl for
a danee or cut in on somebody who is dancing. Some of the drunks
were just sitting around and they didn't dance at all. I don't
see why they go to the dances if they don't dance.

"The music wasn't any too good. We've heard better er-
chestras at nisei dances before, I imagine they had to pay a lot
for that orchestra too since they all generally beleng to a union
and union bands have to be hired in a union hall and at union
prices. What a headache it must be for Joe, but he's an enter-
prising fellow and the promoter type so he probably doesn't mind
it, as long as he makes money. 3

"During our one week visit in Chicago we've met a lot of
former Los 4Angeles friends. Some of them say ;helln' to us en
the street and we don't even know their names but we answer back
'hello'. ‘'they seem to know us though. You ean spot a boochie
any place. 7You can see a ixrkxk bleck haired hatless head coming
down the street and you just know that's a boochie. Why don't
the boochies wear hats like the rest of the men?

"One day we bumped into Tut Yeta and Lt. Pete Yamaszaki just
as we got off the 1.C. We knew Tut back in L.A. but we J 3t
couldn't remember his neme, We 6ouldn't very well ask him what
his name was without embarressment so we let it go. It ween't
until evening that we finally remembered his name., Anywey they
treated us to lunch and that tvéning they took us to the Chicago

theatre where we saw Yasuko Tani dance in the chorus. After the
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lest show she came along with us to spend the evening., We were
surprised to see m how different she looked off-stege. She isn't
tall as most chorus girls are, In faet, we thought she was Pretty
small, about 5 ft, 2, She said her life was pretty tough because
when they aren't dencing they're rehearsing for next week's show
and consequently she's pretty busy all day end by the time she
gets home she's pretty tired.

"We went to the 'Downbeat' in the Loop. It's a small place
which is below the street level, Here they have three colored
bands playing one right after another and cen they pley hot
music. When one band quits, another one pieks up so there music
going on continuously. 4 lot of young peeple go down there and
they Jjust sit and listen to the musiec, sipping ¢okes, beer and
other drinks. The place is just erowded with pecple but one can
generally get a table because people are going in and out all the
time. The people just sit there and drink end keep time to the
musie¢ by bobbing their heeds up and down. It seems that everyone
who comes gut of there keeps on nodding their head to the musie
and {t's so funny to see heads bobbing up and down. You just

can't get that rhythm out of your heesd for a long time and wek

all were bobbing our heeds when we came put of there. At lot of

musicians go down there just to see how these colored musicians
pley swing music. They seem to learn & lot of by just listening
to the rhythm of the'colored men.
"We telked to one of the musicians and asked him whether he
==w>===, & Prominent coleored musician whe went te
school with us back home.” He has his ewn band now and is well-

known throughout the eeuntry. This colored musician seid he knew
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this friend quite well so we talked about him for a while. leter
we got this musician's autogreph for a souvenir.

"After that we went to the Black Hawk cafe to see the Toy
sistérs in their act, Helen, who is known as Lei lLan is a sginger
while her sister, Dorothy, is the dancer: Dorothy now specializes
in ballet dancing. She's a good tep dencer too. Dorothy's hus~
band, Paul Jew, who is known professionally as Paul Wing, is now
in the Army Air Force. Paul and Derothy made e big hit as a
ballroom dance team and even toured England and South America
before the war, After Paul went into the service Dorothy ealled
Helen and now they are putting on a sister act.

"We hate to leave Chicago because we've had such an en joyable
week here. We certainly would like to live here but it's going
to be hard for Jimmy to get a job which would defer him from the
Army. Bo we're going back to Salt Lake City and Jimmy will go and
work on a farm. That's probably the best thing to do. Jimmy
talked with a lot of boys in Chicago and asked about Jobs and he
found out that there are a lot of good paying X jobs but he'd

rather take his chance on the ferm, 6"

Jimmy end his wife left for Salt Lake Gity via. Denver, They

had a round-trip ticket from Salt'Lake_Gity to Denver ag Jimmy
went to Colorado to play in a baskeball tournament. In the final
game of the tournament, which Jimmy said would be his last game
of his career, he sﬁffered a -broken nose, He went to an issei
doetor who hsd been practicing there for a long time and this
doctor told him that his nose was not broken and just xm put some
plaster on it and charged him 35. Jimny did not have faith in

this doctor so he went to Dr. Howard Suenaga, nisei physicien who
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had recently pessed the State Board examinations but who was
waiting for his equipment and instruments to come from Senta
Maria where he had stored them. Dr. Suenegea said that the nose
was broken and sinee he did not have the proper instruments, he
used & pair of chopsticks to straighten out the nose. By the
time Jimmy arrived in Chicago two days later the swelling had
gone down consideradly and his ﬁose looked pretty straight.

While in Denver Jimmy and bis wife stayed at the Silver
Dollar Hotel, onwe owned by Tabor who struck one of the richest
end largest silver mines in the history of this eountry. This
hotel, which was once the best hotel in Denver and reduced to a
flop house, is now owned by the Mamiya drothers and all the tens
ants are Japanese, Tabor build this hetel and named it after his
dsughter, Silver Dollar, Jimmy said that the hotel still had
many of the original material such as mehegany imported from
India, ivory, teakwood, walnut, tile and pther imported material
from all parts of the world used in the building, After The
Mamiya brothers leased it, they repainted and remodeledx the
place and todey it is one of the better fumished Japanese hotels
in Denver.

The Kenedes said thet they saw a lot of nisei whe didn't
work at all and hung around larimer St. whieh is rapidly growing
into a lLittle Tokyo. Before the chick sexing season opened, it
was saild to be eveniwarse and these boys did nething but play pool

all day and §t was nothing to see $500 or more change hands in

one geme, "A hundred dollars" is jﬁst chicken feed in a pool

geme at Denver," said Kaneda,

After Salt Lake @ity Mrs. Kaneda said, "galt Lake City is se
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dead. The business section is only a Pew blocks square, The

residents of the city are nice to the Nihonjin and they have ine
vited us to their Mormon Temple. The Mormons are se strong in
that eity that no other religious denomination execept the Catho-

lies have been able to get in, There isn't much opportunity for

there. They have a small Japanese community where we can buy any
kind of Japanese food we desire.

"But Salt Lake City isn't exéiting at all like Chieago.
It's a small city and nothing much doing after 9 o'clock whereas
life seems to begin at 9 p.m, in Chicage. I certeinly would like
to 1ive in Chicago but I guess I'1ll have to stick to Salt Lake
City for a while. There are ne nice shop to buy things and
everything is so qui#t in the evening, Nething exeiting happens
in this ecity. 2t

"I'm glad I got to visit Chicagp because I got my shopping
done for the summer. I got_things which I am uneble to buy in
Selt Lake City stores. It takes a big department store like
Marshall Fields to get nice things and they don't eost too muech

either. I hope.I can again visit Chicego.”




Notes on WRA
April 14, 1044

I happened to be in the outer office of the WRA looking at
the Individual Card files when a reporter from the Herald American

approached the information desk amd asked Reiko Ito, "Who's the

boss here?"

Reiko's reply was, "Mr, Kennedy is head of the Chicage
office. Who shall I sey i=s calling?®

“I'm a reporter from the Herald._Ameriean and I was sent over
here to check up on a story,”

Reiko went to Kennedy's office to see if he was bugy and
Tfinding him unoccupied, she mx ushered the reporter to Kennegyt's
office,

o Ty

About an hour leter Reiko told me what the reporter was.
Lee Koecooke et -

’chaek&ng—ﬁ?—éh. She said: "You know, the Herald Ameriecan was

. checking up on a story that all the Japanese in Chicago were
buying up all the April issue of the Fortune magazine to burn
them up so the Americans gon't get the inside dope on Japen as
the Fortune magazine revealed velusble information en Japan,
Ha, ha, ha, 1t sure makes me laggh. He said that the newspaper
received a report that a niset boy bought 15 copies of the For-
tune magazine from £ one store,

"You know, they checked up on the boy and they discovered
that he was a volunteer for the Army and was leaving in e few
days for induetion, His employer had asked him to get 15 copies
of the Fortune magazine and he was Just following orders. Se you
see there wasn't a good story after all."

Later in the afternoohlﬂr. Jacoby mentioned about the

Fortune magazine incident. to. Gaptain Mizuha during the latter's

visit to the office., Dr. Jacoby;saidg "The Hemmld American

\
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was following up on a report that all the Japanese were buying

up the Fortune magazine because it contained vital informatien
of benefit to the enemy and they didn't want it to get into the
hands -of the Ameriocans,.™

Bveryone in the room, including several of the girls em-

ployed in the office, laughed at the story.




Comment on La Quardia statement
Bob Kuwshara
April 2%

"Did you read what Mayor LaGuardia stated a few
in the papers? He said that he would not he responsible for the
evacuees in New York and vicinity. That's an invitation for the
people of New York to do anything they want to with the evacuees
and he will not be responsible for them.

"LaGuardia is just inviting trouble when he makes a state-

ment like that., That means the evacuees will stay shy of New

York and a lot of them who are already there will get scared out
and will return to Chicago and vicinity. That means that we're
going to have more than our share of emsumees here and before
you know it we'll be ostracized here.
"They got us coming and going., Thev just won't give us g

chance to live like peace loving people. VWhy can't they leav

alone., otatements like that make it that rmuch harder for

to be accepted into new communities. Those who don't know

will doubt us now after readihg La Guardia's statement."




NISEI-CAUCASIAN COUPLE

-Aug. 18, 1944

This may be called the trials and tribulations of & nisei-
Caucasian couple who were married in the small town of Decorah,
Iowa about the middle of June.

The husband, Ted, is a 24 year old nisei, born and raised
in Phoenix, Arizona. He has been doing chick sexing work for
the past four years in the northern part of Iowa and a few
hatcheries in the southeastern corner of Minnesota. Iver since
he started working in Los Angeles two years prior evacuation,
he has been rather independent and would not mind his widowed
mother or his elder brother who was a shipper in Arizona. As &
mhE® chick sexor he made quite a bit of money and this made him
even more independentl He bought whatever he wanted at the
moment, without thinking whether it would be useful to him in
the long run or not.

About a couple of years ago he met Elaine, then 14, who
worked aB a waitress in the hotel restaurant where Ted made his
headquarters. Bhe worked there during the summer. Ted was not
particularly friendly with her until this year. ZElaine is now
16 and finished two years of high school work, however, she
looksat least 18.

The first hint of marriege plans came early in June when
Ted wrote to his sister-in-law in Chicago, telling of his pre-
dicament. He said that he thought Elaine was a nice girl and
had thoughts of marriage but not for a few years but now he had
to marry her, Ted had liked a nisei girl from Brizona who is
now in Chicago, however, she married someone else, Perhaps this
may have gotten him to the point where he did not like nisei
girls anymore and as a result got friendly with Elaine on the
rebound. His sister-in-law wrote and told him to marry the
2irl right away as there was no way out of it now.

Fortunately Elaine's mother was fond of Ted as he was a
respected resident of Decérah., Marrisgce plans were made and the
ceremony took place at Flaine's home. Ted's brother stood as
bestman. Ted's brother later said that Elaine's mother thanked
Btm and Ted for taking Elaine off her hand as she was getting
quite unmanageable. The brother also said that other rEi=Ex
residents of the city mede such comments as, "Pador Ted, married
to that girl"”, "Of all the girls in Decorah he had to pick that
girl"™, ete. It seems that Elaine did not have too good of a
reputation for not minding her mother, not helping at home, of
telling lies, '

The day after their marriage the couple came to Chicago.
Coming to a big city from the smmll town of Decorah frightened
the poor little country girl., It was too much for her and she
wanted to go home to mother. Her in-laws told her, "You're
married now and you must think of your own family. You can't
run homte $o mother now that vou're married." A4 week later the
couple went back to Decorsh for a vicsit,

Several days later they were bsck in Chicago. This time
they brought back a little “paniel puppy. They seemed happy
enough, ZL£laine was taken shopping and she said she was getting




used to the big city. She seemed happy enough. They lived in
a sleeping room in the same apartment building as Ted's brother
and had all their meals with the brother and his wife.

Ted seems to be a restless person. The only time he sits
still is when he's reading a newspaper or magazine. Otherwise
he's walking =round, looking into the refrigerator. He eats
between meals. After dinner he goes to visit his friend who
lives two blooks away. He took his wife over bne night and
there were a couple of kibei who jabbered away in Japanese.
Later Elaine said she didn't like to go over there because the
kibei spoke in Japanese. Che said, "I heard them say 'hakujin'
and I knew they were talking about me."

To friends that he like, Ted is very nice and goes out of
his way to do things for them. One day he left his wife home
and went to the hospital to bring homehis friend's room-mate.
He went over to their apartment practically every night waiting
on them .hand and foot. He visits them and if they go to a show
he goes along without telling his wife ebout it. It is no
wonder Elaine gets lonesome. The couple does not show ouwward
afection toward one another. They don't act like a newly wed
couple.

One day Elaine said she wanted to go home for a visit be-
fore she got too big. It was the first time that she was going
to Zx ride a train and alone at that. It was only an 8 hour
ride and the1 she had to take a bus to Decorah. She said that
she would be back the following Sunday. The following Sunday
came and she did not return.

It seems that Ted had written to his wifex something to
the &ffect that "now that you're back with your mother, I
suppose you'll want to divorce me", indicating that there was
a little tiff between them. Elaine wrote back and said that if
he didn't want her she could always stay in Decorah. 4 few
more exchange of letters made the breach wider. Finally Elaine's
mother wrote a damaging letter.® Before things got worse Ted was
advised to telephone to his wife and ask her to come back.
Elaine promised to come back in a few days but Ted went to lowa
after her and brought her back to Chicago.

Ted was advised to keep all these damaging letters in case
he should ever want a divorce, they could be used as evidence.
But unfortunately he burned them -11 up. He said he would keep
them after this. '

Ted had been working at 'an armature company but he didn't
seem to like the work so he didn't gok to work after a few days.
Instead of telling the company that he would like to take a few
days off to zet his apartment organized, he just laid off with-
out a word. Then a casual friend from Decorah came to Chicago
to look for a job, an 18 year old girl. Although she was not a
close friend of either of them, Ted went out of his way to help
her look for an apartment. and job hunting. Elaine was neglected
all this time. Ted had intended to buy some furniture but he
didn't £ind time for this. That night Ted, Elaine, Futh and a
man Ruth had met here in Chicago went on a spree and they didn't




return until about 5 o'clock in the morning. Natumally Ted
" didn't go to work the next day.

The next day the armature company called up Ted and asked
him to come back to work. His reply was, "I told you I was not
dependable. You shouldn't have hired me in the first place., I
wish you would find somebody to take my place.”™ It seems that
Ted works on a machine, one of the two machines in the concern
and he is really needed at work. Ted complained something about
his hands getting too hard and it would be hard for him to do
chick sexing work Xx next season. He seems to have any eXcuse
just to get out of working. He's been his own boss for several
years now and it seems hard for him to work m for somebody else.
Ted admits that his company really needs him and yet he doesn't
seem to do anything about it.

Three days after Ted and Elaine returned to Chicago the
latter's mother called from Decorah but the couple was out riding
with their casual friend, Ruth. Elaine had not written to her
mother since coming to Chicago and the mother was worried about
her., That morning Elaine had mentioned that she hadn't written
to her mother yet and that she should do it. She was pretty
busy cleaning up her new apartment and she really didn't have
time To write.

The day that Ted received his notice that hé was reclassi-
fied to 1-A he decided that he w uld volunteer for & the Japanese
lsnguace class at Savage so he wrote to Major Paul EKush imme-
diately. This must have given Elaine the idea that he wanted to
gt away from her.

Ted is so used to having his way that he bawls his wife out
for little things. If she talks a little bit too loud he says,
"Don't talk so loud." One day when she left the switch on the
iron and burned a hole in the iron board, Xhekmw bawled her out
in front of her in-laws and it wasn't necessary. It happened
that the iron had a switch which indicates "off and on". He said
to her, "you should know better than that. Afd@er all, you can
read better than us, being Caucasian." Everyone felt bad when he
said that to her, The rest of the people sympathized with het
and tried to tell her that many times they had done the same
thing before.

Probably it is these little things which hurt Elaine and
made her want to go home to mother. Ted doesn't seem to realize
his responsibility as a married man and does not think of his
wife first but of his friends first. His sister-in-law said,
"Ted should make friends and have them come to visit him and he
shouldn't be the ones- to be going out to his friends., After all,
Elaine d@oesn't want to step out just to see his friends every
night.”

It is interesting to see this couple's married life coming
along. Her in-laws try to make her feel at home. I'm sure they
act no different from her own family and Caucasian friends.
Elaine had mentioned to her mother about how much rice Ted and
her in-laws ate. Elaine's sister-in-law wrote to Elaine's
mother that the Japanese ate rice the way the Norwegians ate
their flat pancake like fiood. +©~he told the mother about her




. family backBround and that the nisei were not different from the
Caucasians except in physical features. The mother seemed to
understand and wrote back a nice letter. A
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was surprised when he came ne from work and he found dinner
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Hawsiian officers feted-- 10-10-44

MILWAUKEE, Wisconsin.=--"One of the moet discoursging letters
the Loy oversess receive from their wives and families are those
in which they ask, 'You are due for a furlough now, when sre jyou
coming home?'" sald Captain Miteuyoshi Fukuds of the 100th in~-
fantry who wes visitineg his wife, Toshi, snd his infant son,
Dsvid, whom he ssw for the first time after seversl months of
sction overseas.

"Purlough is one thing we have no control over. We must
wait our turn, 4t's truve that after 18 monthes of active combat
duty we are due for s furlough btut we must wait our turn. I hope
81l the wives could lesrn this as it would help the morale of the
boye fighting over there., Sure, we =11 like to receive letters
frow home wvut cheerful ones,"

captain fukuda was one of the four officers of the famed
100th infantry who were guests of Honor at & bLanjuet soonesored by
the Nisei Council of silwaukee heid st the City Club recently.
The other three wore the‘aurple.ﬁeart while “aptain Fukuds héx=x
hed a silver star for xxkimmsxy "brilliant success in the face of
grave dsnger"” wnich caused lLhe rout of an entire enemy battalion.

Some 200 Americans, half of them of Jupsnese ancestry,
atleuded this bgnjuet, Maaao'batOW, former YM@A secretary in Los

Angeles (Calif,) and =t present field :epresentative of the

National YMCA, was the toastmaster. The Milwaukee Journal gave

thie vanquet @ big spread, s four-columnpicture of the four

officers and lv inches in the story itself.
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Besides Captain Fukuds, Captain Xiyoshi Kuramoto, Lieutenant
Mesayuki Mgtsunags snd Lieutensnt Shigeru Tsuvota, the guests in-
ciuded BElizsbeth Caumpbell, ezecutive secretary of the Internationzl
lnstitute; Grover Fillvach, of the american Legion who led the
group in 2 salute to the Fxigxg flag; Rev. Justus Olson, sssociate
peetor of the Firth Methodist Church; H.O., Stenzel, bueiness man
of Milwaukee who employs a number of Nisei; snd Elmer L. Shirrell,
formerly of the Chicago WRA office,

The four Howaiian officers were ealled upon to spesk and they
gll praised the memvers of the 100th infantry and related stories
of many instances of bravery. There were meny tear-filled eyes
as escn officer told his story.

une of the features of the evenineg was the showineg of the
OWI motion picture, "Go for broke", showing the 442nd infentry in
treining at “Yamp Shelby, taken before they went overseas as re-
plecements to the 100th infantry.

Captein Fukuds ssid, "I have never veen discriminated aereinst
in america., I have veen trested royully but I have been in uni-
form, If those boys who geve their lives in Italy knew there were

places where their families could not go becasuse the) are of

Japsnese descent, they would turn over in their grsves. Sometimes

we wondered, over there, if we would e ealled Amer iesne when we
returned. We ail wonld like to sce the dsy when we still will bve
descrived simply as americons, not as Japsnese A mer icans.”

Lt, Matsunaga, who wge wounded twice during the Volturno
river crossing, told of seeing his men die and hesring their
elmost invariastly lest vo}ds; "l hope that as the result of my

dying, you, my wife and my kids, will hsve a better world in
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which to live."

After the banquet some friends took the officers to s nieht
club sndmuch to their surprise they master of ceremonies introduced
them ss Chinese officers, Mrs. Fukude wae surprised that the
uniforms were not recognized thst that of the Americen irmy snd
sent s note to the announcer né surpriesinegly the msster of cere-
monies re-introduced them ns American officers =nd mentioned the
feet that they were sll wesrers of the Purple Leart.

Captain Fukude was reluctant to talk about himself, however,
lie was eager t0o tels svout the boy: oter there. He mentioned that
toey would love to receive rice, shoyun, dried ghrimps and other
types of food the Army docs not provde and cepecially those which
they had bsck home,

"The toys use thelr helmets for everythine. They uvse it for
cookine rice snd other food; they use it for = wash besin; they
use i1a to take & sponge bath in; they est chow out of it; they

use it for protection =nd it reslly comes in handy for everything,

If the voys received staples from home they wovld cock it them-

selves. Anything sent from home is welcomed ty the boys."
After a three weeis' fwlouech with hies wife snd son, Csptain
Fukude left wilwaukce to rejoin his compsny this mouth,

-Z0=-




Inter-marriage

After a few weeks trial, the marriage of an Arizona Nisel
youth and a Caucasian girl oT Iowa seems to be headed for the
rocks as the couple is now separated, Just how the whole thing
will turn out is unknown at the present as the young bride 18
pregnant and the husband refuses to support her.

Ted Y. is the second son of an Arizona farming family. €
Shortly after graduating from high school he left for Los Angeles
n his own and since that time has been independent. He worked

st the wholesale produce market in Los Angeles, doing odd jobs,
hauling produce and eventually went into partnership with another
Nisei, renting a space within the
u
A few years before the war he decided I ;anted to make
and he saw the possibility of this through chick sex-
of the boys in this professional weee clearing over-

thousand dollars per season. He took a course through one of

the schools operated By a Nisei in the Los Angeles area and was

igned to erritory in florthern Iowa and part of Minnesota.

He did irly this business and at the end of
ason would visit his home ‘in Arizons and spend the off-
in los Angeles. je. grew more and more independent and
relationship with his parents and brothers became wider and

L F]

wider. He sported a light colored De Soto coupe.

At the time of evacuation he was working as a chick sexor

in Towa and never did evacuate. His xmxEmixxam mother and two

brothers went with the Phoenix group Maier 4ssembly Center

and later to Poston. The younger brother volunteered for the




Inter-marriage

Nisei combat unit and is now serving overseas with the 552nd field

artillery. The elder brother has relocated to Chicago with his
wife while his mother went back to Phoenix when that city was
declared to be outside the military zone.

It was while he was working with Decorah, Iowa as his head-
quarters that he met EXim Elaine, the girl he eventually married.
She was attending high school but worked as a waitress in the
hotel restaurant where Ted stayed. <She worked during the summer
vacat ion.

After the 194% season Ted went to Chicago with his older
brother and his wife. Ted hed written to his brother asking him
to come to Iowa and help him with his work as it was quite stre-
nuous for one person to work such long hours at a time, It was
while he was in ChScago that he corresponded with an arizona girl,

her to come out to Chicago. ZEventually this girl did com
she married somebody else. After that Ted seemedtc have
lost interest in all girls and went out with men friends only.

During the 1944 season in lowa Ted became better acguainted

with Elaine who had turned 16 in March of this year. They went

nd many times without the knowledge of the

1e¢ season neared T

1ea s end the
brother returned
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during i early part of July Ted's sister-in-law

startling letter in which he explained that he
trouble with ‘ and wanted to know what to do

she was pregnant. he sister-in-law wrmkx replied

that he should tell the gi s parznts and tell them




1t he wanted to marry the g : e was really committing a
offense as the girl in this eca: vas only 16. Ted had
(== J

that he liked the girlmand was thinking of pppkEE marry-
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arrived in Chicago.

l[ed's b hi and his wife for a fTew

gnonymous letter which was received by Elaine's parents wh

thet ThegrxdzmzkxzErxmzx they felt sorry for their dauglh

who was marrying a "damn bastard from a lowdown back stabbing

race who couldnt't be trusted”.

On his return from Iowa, Ted's brother menticned that sev-

eral people had told him that they "felt sorry

marrying Elaine and that of all

pick that one. laving been in

brother had made many friends
community.
cmmunity

\fter being in C go 1 than a week Elaine got

4

memained

them,

settled down to
TOOMm
ing/i® in the same aparime as the brother and

ap

had their mezals together.

bout two weeks went by and this time Elaine said she
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wanted to visit her perents once 3s she would not have a
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The following are the minutes of the meetiné of Nisei and USO
Kelated agencies held at 54 W. Chicago Ave. on 4april 17, 1945,

Among those present were Roy Smith, Edward Msyer, J.J. King-
ham, Mrs. Edward Mayer, Essie L. Maguire, J.L. Nelson, I.B. Shhdes
and Felix Pedk of the USO heclated Agenéies and Esther Naito, Gene
Lash imoto, alice inouye, Kei Kihara, louise Suski, Xenji Nskane,
Harry layedsa, S5im Togasski and Thomss iasuds.

The meeting was called to order by Mr. rfeck who stated the
background of cons iderstion for futher activities for Nisei service
men. &Saving thus performed the responsivility given to him, he de-
clared the meeting open for election of moderator and secretary.
Mr, Mayer was chosen moderatdém and Mr. Peck, secretary.

W A general discussion on the advisavility of opening some
new activity for Nisei service men followed. VYarious persons exz-
pressed trneir opinions and it was soon realized that sall d id not
Share the same idess about the mstter. However, as the discussion
progrecssed there seemed to be a definite feeling that something
further should ue done for the Nisei serwvice men. After msny far
reaciiing statements were made, the secretary sugcested thet the
concensus of the group be as foliows:

"It is the consensus of this meeting what what is most needed

ig to petition the USO to consider the advisesbility of sddineg a

Niseli memuver to the staff at 131 ., %sbash Ave,"

This wes voted unsnimously.

¥r. Nelson moved -that anofher meeting of this group be held
&0 days after the plan referred to is apprqved and the person ac-
tuelly employed; or if the plan should not meet with the approval
~of the USO then within 20 days after this disapproval the protm
will meet to consider what further steps can ve tasken.

By general consent it was agreed that when this group should
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asssemble again, In addition to those maw present, representatives

of the following eroups should bte invited: JACL, Japanese Church

of Christ, Buddnist iemple, Moody “hurch, Central Church,
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COMPOSITION OF RESETTLERS

(Tabulation based on 3493 persons)

Below 16 years
16 to 20 "
21 to &5

26 to 30
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36 to 40
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Of the males 70% are aged from 17 - 30 (inclusive)
Of the females 70% are aged from 17 - 25 ( # )
Of the males 50% are aged 24 years or less.

Of the females 50% are aged 22 years or less.

Yarital Status
Married Single Undeclared
Males 601 1212 504

Females 308 606

Total 907 1818




PEOPLE OF JAPANESE DESCENT IN CHICAGO CHURCHES
Sent enquiry to 1350 churches
Replies received to April 3, 1945
Churches having no Japanese at all

Churches having Japanese

Denomination Churches Members School Choir Youth R

Methodist LS 43 27 ) 17
Presbyterian 16 36 26 3 14
United Presbyterian 2 6 5
Congregational 11 30 .11
Baptist

Brethren

Community

Disciples

Episcopal

Moody : 1

Evangelical & Reformed 3

Lutheran 7

Evangelical 3

Seventh Day Adventist

Free Methodist 6

Unknown 1 : Y]

Attending
ar Qccasional

132
58
6
49
90
6
o9
3
b6
13

15

TOTAL 92 200 160 36 116 269

A

The Japanese Church of Christ (lMeetings at Fourth Presbyterian Church)
Adult (Issei) Division: Members -

0l1d Timers...10; Resettlers (Issei)...52; Resettlers (Nisei)...10; TOTAL 72

Usual attendance about 60. Some 20 others attend occasionally.

Youth (Nisei) Division: (No formal membership) Average attendance about 45.

30 persons regular and some 70 others who attend occasionally.

The Japanese Christian Church at Moody (Meetings at Moody Memorial Church)
Adult (Tssei) Division: Average attendance Sunday services . . . . . about 70

Some 90 others attend occasionally.

Youth (Nisei) Division: Average attendance Sunday services . . . . + about 75

Some 90 others attend occasionally.
(No Formal Membership)
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CEICAGO CHUICEES HAVING RESEZTTLERS

(Reported up to April 3, 1945)

Wilmette, Methodist Church

Sixth United Fresbyterian

North Shore Methodist

St. Peters Evangelical & Heformed
St. James Methodist

First Baptist Church of Chicago
Diversey Parkway Evangelical
Woodlawn Methodist

St., Mark's Presbyterian

St. John's Episcopal

Raymond Chapel (Baptist)

Evanston, First Congregational
United Congregational
Congregational Church of Rogers Park
Chinese Christian Church

Kenwood Church

Luther Memorial

Hyde Park Baptist

Rogers Park Presbyterian

Buena Memorial Presbyterian
Galewood Congregational

Hinsdale, Seventh Day Adventist
YMoody Memorial

Vesley Methodist

Ravenswood Presbyterian

St. Paul's Evangelical & Reformed
Bryn Mawr Community
Qak Park, Austin Blvd.
Naperville, Methodist
Wilmette, Baptist
Central Church of Chicago

Sauganash Community

Bethany Presbyterian

Evanston, First Methodist

Cary, Methodist

Evanston, St. Matthew's BEpiscopal
Woodlavn Immanuel ILutheran

Fourth Presbyterian

First Church of the 3Brethren
Jackson 3Blvd., Christian

Third Presbyterian

Warren Ave. Congregational

Chicago Theological Seminary
Presbyterian Church of Norwood Park
Englewood Second United Presbyterian
Des Plaines, First Congregational
Arlington Heights, First Presbyterian
unknown

Watson Park Congregational

Lake View Presbyterian

Christian

Wilmette

Woodlawn & 62nd
Glencoe

Elmhurst

Ellis & 46th

935 East 50th

925 Diversey Parkway
E. 64th & Woodlawn
1109 S. Ashland
Byron & Xostner

Bl West 3lst

1417 Hinman Avenue
1305 N. Hamlin

1545 Morse

2701 Wentworth

4608 Greenwood

2500 Wilson

5600 Woodlawn

7059 N. Greenview
4301 Sheridan Road
6415 W, Bloomingdale
120 N, Qak

Clark, LaSalle & N, Avenue
Seminary & Diversey Fkwy.
4300 N, Hermitage
220 Division, Elgin
7000 Jeffery

634 N, Austin
Naperville

1020 Forest

410 S, Michigan

4541 Peterson
Fumboldt & Courtland
1630 Einman

Cary

2421 Hartrey

Kenwood & 64th

126 E. Chestnut
Congress & Central Park
2421 Jackson )
Ashland & Ogden

3101 Warren

5757 University
Wina & Nicolet

521 West 65th

Des Plaines
Arlington Heights

6337 Cornelia
716 W, Addison
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South Conzregational

Evanston, St. Paul's Lutheran
Waperville, Grace Evangelical
University Church of Disciples
Park Ridge, St. Mary's Episcopal
Glencoe Union

St. Stephen's Methodist
Armitage Ave. Methodist
Humboldt Park Methodist
Fullerton-Covenant Presbyterian
North Shore Baptist

First Immanuel Lutheran

St. James Lutheran

Trinity Lutheran

Central Free Methodist

St. Paul's Evangelical & Reformed
Qak Park, First Congregational
Epworth Methodist

Austin Manor Presbyterian
Church of Our Saviour

First Presbyterian

Olivet Presbyterian

St, Paul's Methodist-Wesley Foundation

QOak Park, Second Presbyterian
United Church of Hyde Park
Second Baptist

Woodlawn Baptist

Oak Park, Fair Oaks Presbyterian
Tabernacle Baptist

Rogers Park Baptist

Belden Ave, Baptist

Wicker Park Lutheran

Chicago Temple

All Saints Episcopal

Second Evangelical

Hyde Park Methodist

Moodlawn Christ Church

St. Chrysostom's Church

St. Mark's Episcopal

St. James Episcopal

St. Paul's Episcopal

Church of the Ascension

Drexel & 40th
Greenwood & Maple
Naperville

5655 University
Prospect & Crescent
Box 345

113th & State

834 V. Armitage
1717 N, Fairfield
600 W, Fullerton
1311 Berwyn
Ashland & Roosevelt
Fremont & Dickens
Barry & Seminary
2201 W, Adams
Tullerton & Orchard

'Jak Park

Kenmore & Berwyn

. 1700 Parkside

530 Fullerton
6400 Kimbark

1441 Cleveland
1605 V. Harrison
410 Tashington
1448 E, 53rd

1857 W. Jackson
6207 University
744 Fair Oaks Ave.
3300 W. Monroe
1900 Greenleaf
2309 N, Halsted
2112 LelMoyne
Washington & Clark
4550 N, Hermitage
1908 Sedgwick
Blackstone & 54th
6451 Woodlawn
1424 W, Dearborn Pkwy
4427 Drexel

6668 Rush

4945 Dorchester
LaSalle & Elm




The Kashiwagil family, formerly of Seattle, Washington, who
resettled to Denver, Colorado from Minidoke Relocation Center, is
the first family to break into the exelusive residential district
in Denver. The family of issei parents and two nisel sons and
their families are now residing in an eight-room house at 3060
Colorado boulevard, a house which even Jewish persons were refuséd
as tenants., 1t was mainlj through the efforts of liargaret Rohwer,
field representative of the Fellowship of Reconelliation, that the
Kashiwagis were able to rent this housge ¢+

Some time in the latter part of January, when it béeame
apparent that the Kashiwagi family, then residing in liinldoka,
planned to relocate in Denver, the youngest daughter, lirs. lae
NHishitani, a student nurse at the Denver General Hogpital, began
looking for a house.~ She heard about this Colorado boulevard
house through friends at the City Park Baptist echurch, Upon in-
quiry lirs, Nishitani-found that . it would be impossible for a |
Japanese family to rent this house;?

One day she heppened to mention sbout this house to her friend,
Miss Rohwer, who immediately volunteered to help her when lae ex-
plained that the real estate agent handling the rental of the house
refused to rent it to a Japanese family, giving as theilr reason
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1, Revealed in an interview with Kimiko Mukaye, National
YWCA secretary for Japanese stationed in Denver.

Ze Mrs, Mae Nishitanl never went to a relocatlon center,
having entered nurses training school before ocvacuation,

Se Real estate agents of Denver have banded together against
the Japanesc, closing first and second classe houses to them. Only
third class houses are open to them, according to Japanese who have
tried to rent better homes thore.
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that the value of the property in that vieinity would be lowered.

Upon investigation Miss Rohwer found that the house was not in
a rostricted srea. She contacted the owner of the house and found
that she was willing to rent it to a Japanese rnmilj after she met
the two sons, George and Mitsuo, who Were. visiting Denver at that
time, Miss Rhower also went to every house in that block and s.evaralv
in that vieinity and asked each family whether they objected to
having Japanese in the neighborhood, She found no ob jections vwhat=
ever from the residents,

Miss Rohwer and the kashiwagl boys went to the real estate
agent end explained the situation, It was pointed out that there
was no law ppohibiting Japanese from living in that houses Finally
the agents agreed to rent to house to the hashiwagis, Fapers were
signed early in Februery and six months'! rent at 85 per month, was
paid in advence for this unfurnisghed housee.

With negotiations completed the Kashiwagi brothers went to
Grenada Relocation Center to visit thelr elder brother, Vhile
vigiting there George recoived a wire from his sister, lae, urging
him to return to Denver hmmdia.teiy as the real estate agent
wanted to cancel the lease to the_house and was ready to refund hls
money and also ifl the Keshiwagls still insisted on 1living there the
owvner of the house would be -sued. George's lawyer in Denver advised
him to get his refund as the pressure waﬁ coming in and there was &
possibility of a sult against ﬁhe owvner of the house.

Giving up the idea of living in this house, George went back
to Denver, intending to get his refund, He happened to meet liss
Rohwer who refused to let him give y up the house after she heard
the d tailse "It's only a bluff, we're not going to let thom get
avay with this," said Miss Rohwer, “There must be some way to rent

o
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that house yets"

She investigated all the Denver laws regarding property and’
peal estate and then went to the real estate agent handling the
house and leased the house under her own name on February 15, She
then sub=-leased the house Lo the Kaahiwagia assurlag the owner thab
she would assume all responsibility in the advent of a suit, which
she doubted would follow, Iiss Rohwer lived in the house for a Tew
weeks to make the negotiations_legal and then moved U0 her own
apartment in ancther part of the eibye*

The elder Kashiwagi ecouple and their two sons and their fa=
milies moved into this house during the first part of larch, Théy
sent for some o their furniture stored in Seattle #nd purchased
others in Denver, #About a wesk later the eldest son and his family
moved in temporarily.

Having made friends with their Caucasian neighbors, they all
get along very well, lhey have made headway, becoming acquainted
with the business people in the neighborhood such as the employees
of the grocery store, gas station, clecaners, drugy store, etCe
Their neighbors even bring them vegetables from their victory
gardens. ‘

Havine lived in a Caucasian meighborhovd in Seattle, they
made friends very easily'back home as well as in Denver. The fact
that they went out of their way to make friends emabled the Kachi-
wazls to remain in this houses

Berly in August, the eldest son, Rio, and his wife and

daughter left Denver to resettle in Chiceso,
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COMMENTS

According to conversation with various people who have once
lived in Denver, the housing situation there is wery suhte, The
majority of Japanese have not tried to live in the better section
of the eity. Some of them have attempted to rent homes, but gave
up the idea without a fight, The EKashiwogi femily is knowm to be
the first Japanese family to try renting a house in the better re-
sldentlel district,

A large mumber of Jopancse are content to live in hotels where
living conditions are not even averagee MNeny of them congregate in
cne sectlon, principaelly on Laramle Street, which is rapidly grow-
ing into emothor Little Tokio,

"Tho residential districts aro not ready to accept the Japan=
eso,"” says Mlss Mukeye, "They reelly don't Imow the Japanese yet..
The unfavorable publicity given them in the Denver papers has not
helped matiors,"

lth people 1like the Americen Frionds fervice and the Fellowe
ghip of Reconelllation helping thoe Japaness in relocating, the
question of housing should reach a more favorable 5olution, how=

ever, this will take time,




