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On Nisei Combat Unit

(Copy)

Mepeh 10, 1943

ssess About this placing nisel in a separate battalion. Obviously
it is outright unfair diserimination in its inception no matter
what reasons the Army may vouchsafe. I believe one of the. reasons
given for this segregation was that they would be given prompte

recognition for any outstanding action. How much recognition was
given to the Neg nit in World War I%
unreasoning prejudice as the
act we have taken a long back=
reasong given to the nisei by
are not the reasons given to the publie. In fact they
so obviously rationalizations that I cannot see why the Army
thers to eamouflage their motives The Army needs manpower
in order not toc offend eith the tender sensibilities
I the publie who heretofore, have been inculcated with the be-
lief that the nisei were dangerous, not to blunt the snthusiasm of
the nisei, where bewilderment and disillusionment in our so-cslled
democracy has become an impediment in their natural urge to serve
this country they put the nisei on the spot.
The point is this. By segregating us, we have the one chance
show the American people that contrary to newspa
acherous, but eager, willing, and anxious to display
If you have nisel friends in the Army with Cau-
you Know how they have won thelr comrades®' respect
and & admiretion., They become the most valuable source of bene-

for they (Caucasian soldiers) tell the people at

their families, close friends, ete,




Put you ask the Caucasian soldiers what they think of the
Japanese in this country in general end they will sgy just what
the civilians say, "They're dangerous."” Then you ask them, "Well,
what about John Nisei who is a member of your unit? He's Japanese,”

"Oh, I don't mean John, He's a swell guy. He's different."”

They cannot see that their knowledge of the nisei or Japanese
in general is given them by prejudieed newspapers, whereas by
personal observation they know that one particular fellow of the
same calegory or race is 0.K,

Take yourself. What is your reaction to Jews? Even the word
connotes something obnoxious. And yet, I am certain that you have
several Jewish friends whom you think very highly of, "0Qh, but
they're different™, you say? No, you merely will not see that one
opinicn was based on foundationless propaganda and the other on
personal observation, Whieh is real?

Thus if we are deprived of showing our Caucasian comrades

first hand by working, fighting and »#g dying right beside them,

how in the hell are they to know except what the Army tells them?

Soon, if not alread; e world Japanese or Japs will have a

connotation just as evil and unfair as "nigger™ or New, And our
one chanece of proving to the publie that they were misinformed

will be ea gone.

Note: J.F. was & senior student at U.,C.L.A. when he became
ill with pleurisy and was confined in a sanatarium at the time
of evacuation., He wrote this letter wheh he was still at Hill-
crest Sanatarium where all Japanese tubercular cases were con-
fined at the time of evacuation. He has been relocated to Ieart
Mountain where his parents are residing at the present time.
(Feb, 25, 1944)




Letter on Joint Roard (Clearance
({COPY )
April 7, 19483

eeseelrvin Lechliter, project attorney, just came back from |

ington with news regarding my clearance for defense work, and
thoroughly disgusted. Washington, with its usual dazzling speed,
has to date done exasctly nothing., My name being evidently too
tough to pronounce, the matter was merely gathering dust on the
shelf, With a little prodding by Lech, they finally promised that

investigation will be conducted but that it will take a minimum of

three months to God knows how long. My decision as a result of

this disgusting display of red tape or non activity 1s this: I
go to Chicago on an indefinite leave, contaet the
studio directly and g them to work on the clearance personally.
I think the only reason why the studio is not willing to make any
overtures at present is due to the fact that I am still behind a
fence., Onece.l am on the outside my status regarding
should be the same as any alien on the outside, in which
be able to zet my defense clearance within two weeks
through the office of the Provos t Marshal. Lver:
longer, there are always commercial j ' an take as a tempora 7
measure, but there again I can harter bhe e am a Johnny-on-
the Spot. e . R s
Note: R,K, 1is an issei who came to this country at the age
of 12 and is more nisei than issei. He was formerly employed at
alt Disney studios and later lM-G-M cartoon dept. He had an
01ler to work with a studio (animated pictures) in Chicago but
was unable to accept it due to his lack of Joint Board clearance
papers Le wrote this letter from Heart YMountain prior to his

aeogrtu for Chiczgo where he is now working as a commercial




Letter on Relocation Program

(COPY)

July 19, 1943

e AN B S o near tl you've started out on your pro-
gram of resettlement. 5 sonethi that we're all face
with, and it's something that we all have to plan and cope

in the future.

«eesesThe present WRA relocation program discourages the returh of

ose with indefinite leaves to the Centers. If free access to the

Center were permitted, I think that a lot more fellows would zZo out
and try outside life and most likely adopt it. Some of them are
afraid of failure and if they figure that their return to the
Center is going to be hindered, they will just refuse to take the
chance. I think that a liberal WRA policy on this point would

elp since the original impetus for relocation has died down, and
it is no longer a rush, but just a trickle. There are still a lot
more people in the Centers and the WRA might as wek well keep the

Jugh g8 SAripTsiven

colleze graduate and had four years of study
He is “gﬂ“xea and has & e¢hild who was born
bly would have left the center if the WRA
evacuees a chance to return to the center,
tter. He was business manags 4
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Fres Associatlon: Paul Yazakil

Suski
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4 "One day the foreman asked me.ifVI knew of any other Japanese
American boys who wanted to work there. I couldn't think of anjbody
@ so I told him t6 call the WRA office. Imaginé,_}e didn®t even -
know what the WRA was, So I expldined to him I don't know whether
he called or not. I} ’ ( ooﬁs.working on

the floor below us but I don't know*whether he got them through the
- = =

WRA or not."

Paul Yazaki is formerly of Los Angeles. He was guite an athlete
in his high school days. Through the parish priest he received a
recommendation to attend University of Notre Dame and attended school

for two years in 1933 and D54 In his sorhomore vear his mother

died suddenly. Upon receipt of a telegram from home, Paul was able

&)

torfly home to attend the funeral services., He flew back to South
Bend and completed his sophomore year.,

. He never returned to school after that. He had a younger sister
who was still in gramm school, In order to supppbt her he ubhke@
a8 a gas statlon attendant and hater became the book keeper of the

concern and was earning $150 e month, He started at $100 a month.

He complained of nuritis, as a result of working on his feet all day

i

on a ment flocr,
He evacuated to Santa Anita with the downtown ILos Angeles

During his four months stay there he did not work at all, declaring

that he was physically unable to work, In the early part of Sep-

tembef he relocated at Heart Mountain Assewmbly Center. -Here he did

d

employment office. Abuut the end of June he resettled

Paul hag had rather an unfortunate 1ife. ihen he was about 8

years old his father was killed in an accident. The insurance com=
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pany agregd to pay him a certain amount of monéy until he became

21 years of a;e; The fund .was turned over to his uncle. Unfortu-
nately the uncle fie money in his magazine publishing business =
which later went broke.. FPaul was never able to collect from his

uncle.

After his father diled his mother was also receiving a monthly
sum from the insurance company however, this was disconbinued when
she married ' again. She had a daughter by the second marriage. The
daughter i1s now with relatives in fapan, having gone there in 1938,
The second husband also died.

Because two of her husbands had died Paul's mother did not want
to wish any bad luck on a third husband she never legally\married
her third husband, although it was commonly known in the cofmunity

that they were man and wife, The third husband is in Heart llountain.
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"When we have soclals in dhicago; it's going to be program .

dances. I'm not gbing to-have the\kind of dances we've.had in
Denver where all the glrls sit on one end of the room and the boys
on the o@he;. I want to sgee all of the girls dencing. 1 ﬁon‘t ‘
. want to have any more of those dances where a few 6f the girls

dance all the time and the majority of them sitting'out all through

the evening. g
" "I would like to see that the boys comp pypperly dressed
to these dances. No more’T—shifts, loud Hawaiian shirts and zoot
suiters. Aé long as we get the boys started in wearlng clean and
neat clothes, a coat or a jacket and a tie to these soclals, they
will be used to it and'coma prbperlj dressed in the future. |
"Back in Denver the boys got off to a bad start. They ceme

in all kinds of clothes and now it's too late to change them. We
‘had rowdy boys who came drunk. We dOD't permit any drinkin inside

the building but we can't stop them from dr1nk1n~ outs lde. Their

menners are really atrocious., They talk back and_won't mind what

-

we tell them."

Miss\ Mukaye is a Natlonal YWCA - staff worker who was stationed
at Denver. At the request of the Chicago YWCA she has been loaned -
to the lucal y", She ﬁlans-to stay_in Chicago until the end of the-
year. AL present she 1s worklng to get the nissel 51rls into the
dlfferent business girls clubs of the YWCA in the various "Y' centers
of this eity. bhe says that the nisei girls will not organlze their

-

owvn clubs but will try to join the Caucaiian groups.




Free Aasociation. Kimiko Iﬁ'fukaye o : | 0ct. m, 194:5
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"The National YWCA closed its office in Denver, however, the

Denver YWCA is continuiﬁg with its weekly socials at the "Y", Mrs.
Amy miura, formerly of San Francisco, ié still there carrying on her
work with the "Y¥".

"Yes, we have our -share of ¥zoot suiters' in Denver., We have=
that rowdy bunch of downtown Los Angeles boys. You gee them hanging
around the tmeshiyas' and pool halls on Larimer street, A number of
them dguimphé don't seem to be working. They talk out loud in a mix-
ture of Japanese and English, j s they did 4@ in the pre-war
days, not caring

“Hundréds of these boys and a lot of service men ;ttend these
weekly dances which are held et the Denver YWCA on Thursday nignts.

cials the girls sit at one end of .the room and _ the boys
on the other sides Only a few of the girls dance and those who do
danee are cut in a great many times du g evs:i > bht the ma-
jority of the lesser good looking

the eveninge. There is no waj getting the boys to dance

them, talk in loud, profane lan-
grage. 1f L vere taught v kind of manners or etiguette at
home, they certalinly mus
disgusting how some of these
our trouble with the kibel boys 1 ¢ F them
the lounge with some ﬁisai_girls. He had his hation =
so I said to him, 'If you're planning to stay here will you pleas

remove your hat.' He stared at me. and mumbled something in Japanose

but I did hear him say, 'Ano, namaiki no yatsu'. Then 1 heard him




Say, 'I'li remember you for this', and I replied to him, 'You
can't scare me with that kind of btalk', We have to be_toughs with
these kibsi,

"A number of these kibei boys are teaching Japanese to the
Navel Intelligence men at Boulders. Heretofore they had menial jobs °
back home, however, they were boosted to thq rank of college in-
structors and consequently thelr ego was inflaﬁed sky high and now
tﬁay have a fendency to look down upon the niseil,

"A1l- the nisei seem to look forward to these weekly socials,
There is a nominal charge in order to defray expenses, The largest
amount ever charged aﬁ these ials w #LleD0 per couple, a New
Year's BEve dance,

a number of service men attend our socials. A great

majority of them are soldiers visiting their families in the relo-
and arrange to stop in Denver either on their way to
to make “the dar.s_ce._
these boys meet new girls and try to date them after
boy call me up on the following :T‘&nd SaY,
's telephone number?! asked her last
he didn't know what Then he said,
But told told him that I knew two Janes and both
from Reno. I was waiting fdr him to sa¥y, 'the good looking one,'!

and 1 was ready to reply, 'they're both good looking'.  However,

he said, +I guess I don't know what girl I want!'.

"There are a lot of nisei and kibei who think they're better
than the others, especially those who are teaching Japanese to the

Naval Intelligence men at Boulder. Some of instructors had menial

jobs on the coast but due to the fact that they were able to read




and write Japanese, they were able to get a Teaching job which
gave them an air of superiority. Wives of these instructors now
class themselves with the upver crust and will not even assoclate
with the ordinary working people. 3

"One of the womeh whose husband was in the wholesale produce
business back home, owned their own home and had two cars, a Buick
for the family car and a Fiat for her own personal use, took a job
as hostess in the dining hall on the campus. mmediately she.was
classed with the laboring group and her friends of Los Angeles,
now wives of instructors, refused to associate with her, Naturally

1
she reszented ti and quit her job. She is now staying home as &

housewife, taking care of her two children. She said, agine,
they were my friends back in Los Angeles and -now look at themi!
"The wives of the Jepanese language teachers have organized a
club of their own, a social organization. They stated specifically
that as wives of college instructors they did not want to be mis-
taken fis waitresses and other workers on the campuss They who used
to think the 'hakujins' were terrible for discriminating against
the Japare se, Have turned right arotnd and created a class distine-
tion, terming themselves above the ordinary working people who have

honest jobs on the campus.

"Not all of the wives are like that. Some of them who are more

democratiec, refuse to join these organizations for wives whirh spend
2 o =}

most of their time in visiting one another and passing on the latest

i S
gossip.




" Committee Meeting to discuss Need for Nisei Socials
Qet. 22, 1943 .
Suski

Receiving many reports that nisel in Ch;cago desired socialé
and receiving various fequests in helping to arrange such soclials,
Ralph Smeltzer,'head of the Brethrens' hostel called a meeting of
nisei from all parts of the eity and representatifes of the
Caucasian groups interested in integration of nisei into the
general society of Chicago. The dinner meeting was held at the

YMCA cafeteria at 19 S. LaSalle on Friday evening, Oct. 22,

Among those present were Kimil Mukaye of the YWCA, Dr.
T.T. Yatabe of the JACL, Mrs. Chiyo Izumi, Hideo Hashimoto Who

is a full time worker for the United Ministry, Dixie Ishida and

Jean Shintani who have resided in Chicago for suveral years,

Dick Suzuki who is a student at Northwestern University Theolo-
gical Seminary and Hideo Sasaki, Roy Marubayashi, Virginia
Togo Tenaka

Asaka, Mirry Miyeke, Esther Naito, Akira Hara/and Loulse Suski
among other nisei. The Caucas;ans present were Bill McKee of
the Friends and various members of the F.O0.R.

In assuming chairmaship of the meeting Smeltzer said,
"This meeting was called to plan socials where nisei can meet
Caucasians. We all realize that the need for socials is no-
ticeable, socials where nisei can find social expression. In
the past eight monfhs 3500 nisei have come to Chicago and that
does create a social problem. The Caucasian organizations will
not integrate them into their groups. There have been some

all-nisei affairs. Many feel-that these socials should be on

the 50-50 basis, that is, half niseil and half Ceucasians. There




-.nisei socials - 2

is 'a need for social outlet for the resettlers. Social life for
them should be on the mixed basis and not segregated. Hewmeesn
. taic—bo-bost-donET

n"These are some of the questions which must be answered
by this committee: How can this be best done? How can they make
Caucasian acquaintances? How can the nisei make their way into
Caucasian society and find their place in society? How and on
what basis 9an they be organized? Are such organizations aslthe
YMCA, YWCA, churches and other groups functioning as they are in
the eity, sufficient for the nisei? If no, what should we do?
Should the YM, YW, churches, F.0.R. and other groups Jjointly
sponsor affairs?

"No successful attempts have been made to try to put on
a big scale these inter-social affairs. Tonight we are going to
pick committees to plan these socials. I am in favor of doing
something such as an inter-organization affair., We as a group
are in a perfect position to take action."

With this kind of introduction by Smeltzer, it seemed %o
me that it was already decided to sponsor joint socials and that
this meeting was called to make out plans for sccials to take
care of the needs of the nisei in the different part of the city.

Smelztgr asked Kimi Mukaye if she knew what_the YMCA was
doing in the mattef of social ouﬁlet for the nisei. She replied
that Mr. Shedd of the YMCA was calling a meeting on Wednesday
night end she believed that he was calling nisei on his staff
and area to plan small‘partieé. She thought he was thinking in

terms of 20's and 30's.

Roger Axford of the F.0.R. declared that "nisel shoﬁld
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work through the normal channels of social life and if they are
not meeting Caucasians through the normal channels, then is the
leadership satisfying? There must be mutual understanding.

McKee of Friends said, "I do feel there are two opinions
to be taken up; to talk on what need is being met by existing
group and !B see what's in the picture and see what is needed.”

Kimi Mukaye was asked what the YWCA was doing for the
nisei. She said, "The YWCA hasn't done much., No effort has been
made to have socials of any kind. A4s a group nothing has been
done."

Esther Naito told of all-nisei socials she had heard of.
"Two were held that I know of, one privately and the other through
the 'Y' some time ago. There was forced associastion at the first
social so it was unsuecessful. The last one at the 'Y' found
about 30 presént of which six were Caucasians. The Caucasians

came from the 'Y'. "

Axford said that the churches had the advantage in not

having the problem of established nisei but they have difficulty
with the already established nisei. He told of mixed socials
held in Denver. He said, "The F.O.R. had several parties. They
were invitational and there was equal representation. There was
nothing forced aboquf. Twice we had about 300 people present.
We had folk dancing and dancing as well as other esctivities.”
Hideo Hashimoto said, "We shouldﬁ}ry anything artificially.
There are some nisei aftending our church and they sing in the
choir and teach Sunday School. There is no community life.

There are cliques and it's hard to welcome the people.”

Emily Morgan of the F.0.R., said, "Some go with the idea

that they won't see ezch other ag:in. They whould goi with Qggﬂy;”



. nisei socials - 4

jdea to see and know each other."

Axford said, "They should recognize between primary and
secondary contacts. Don't look for secondéry ffiends.

Janice Jensen, who attended the meeting as a visitor but
who found herself interested in the joint socials said, "We
should organize people according to their interests. Don't shake
hands ajimlessly and whip up sudden friendships. I'd like to'attend'
singing, painting, reading and do things together and stes dis-
cuss things. Friendships should grow gradually., Are there any
such affairs? Has anybody made any survey of how many have in-
‘tegrated? ;

Smeltzer askéd if the nisei in the city were getting
adequate socisal expression. Dixie Ishida said, "If there's going
to 59 dancing, throw some good ones."

Smeltzef added, "If were having socials, they should have
lasting values, Have the gprganizations been doing the work
adequately?" :

Among# the views expressed by various individusls were
that the nisei were timid so this should be taken into consider-
ation in the matter of invitations; that the 'Y' groups. and
other social agencies éet up 50-50 pommittees to arrange 50-50
soeials; that special affairs were needed to meet the emergency;
that these affairs not be thought as permanent events; that the
various organizations‘provide aaequate social expression and
invite nisei but they don't respond.

Akira Hara, who has gone into his neighboring churcp and

become a parf of it was asked to tell of his relations. He said,

"My case may be different. I live in a community where there are
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few Japanese., My relationship at work is on a business basis.
My social relationship is‘'sought through the Oak Park Baptist
Church., K I have attended their socials , On Wednesdays I
attend interest groups after which we have discussions. On Sun-
day nights I attend fellowship meeting and one time I gave a 10
minute speech. I have gone to their socials as well as bowling.
I have made several friends but I don't know whether they will
develop into primary friends.™

Dr. Yatabe's comment to this was that the majority of
niseil are not attending ¢hurch here.

Dixie Ishida said that the typical nisei "land jobs through
the hostel or the WRA, spend six months looking for housing and
their social contacts include meeting friends from back home. The
rest of the time they go to pieture shows.

Another nisei comment was that "many people work long
hours. Two or three live togethér and cook their own meals. They
repeat this six days a week. ‘Many have little time for social .
activities.™

One of the Caucasian women said, "That is true of many
Caucasians. My friends are in the Army or in defense work and I
don't see much of them."

Smeltzer brought back the subject of socials again and

said, "Let us think in terms of what kind of affair we want and

in whet section of the city? What organizations can we call upon

to help with these socials?"
It was reported that the Hyde Park area was holding a
meeting tonight (Oct. 22) and they were planning to do something

for the nisei. It was agreed that this committee should cooper-
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ate.

"What age group do you want to #% hit?" asked Akira Hara,

Esther Naito said, "You can't divide the nisei into groups.
The nisei will have to get together first and then get together
with the Caucasians later."

Mrs. Izumi was in favor of having mixed socials and then
at that time announce about the different interest groups and
get the nisei to take their choice. "Start with small groups in
the churches and other groups and develop into inter-social
parties.' The University group have little difficulty and they
seem to mix well,"

Smeltzer said, "We need committees in three areas, Ve
should have mixed committees asnd give socials at a strategic
time and place.™

"You don't have to worry about integration if they have a
good time" was one comment.

"What is the difference bgtween the nisei from other young
people? None," said Smeltzer.

Dixie Ishida said that the average nisei who come out of
camp were bashful, Dr. Yatabe said, "Those of us who were in
camps can't express our feeling after we get out.“‘

"There's something free inside. It takes six months %o
get over," added Ishida.

George Houser proposed that parties be held in certain‘

sections.

Smeltzer said that these parties should be small but have

several of them, He related his experience with the "Esquires”,

a group of boys who have been organized as a gang from San Pedro.
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These boys asked Smeltzer to recommend a hall where they could

arrange a dance and charge admission. They had already arranged

for an orchestra.

It was reported that the Hull House, Benton House were

among those which offered their facilities to the nisei. HMcKee
reported that the nisei went to see Mr., B. who is in charge of

one of these houses and they found tﬁat the houses were pretty
full with their own programs. Some one remarked that the Esquires
had never gone to a mixed affair in Chiesgo.

Esther Naito told of a group of 40 w@p® nisei who held
beach parties in the summer and now this group desire to hold a
dance., "I think it can be done," was Smeltzer's answer to this,

McKee suggested that this group get in touch with the other
group and hold the social together, "We know the the nisei group
and church institutions are ready to do something so why can't
we get these two groups together? We know Mr. Ballard, Mr. Shedd
and several others will help them if we talk to them."

At Houser's suggestion that the city be divided into areas
and socials be held, Virginia Asaka added, "Have the affairs on
the same night. At the St. James church where John Mori held his
dance there were ¢e® gate crashers. The 'Y' invited 150 people
to their social and there were 200 nisei and 10 Caucesians.” By
having socials on the same night in different areas, it was,
believed that there would be less gate crashers, It was sug-
gested that the people be limited to their own sections and that
the socials be 50-50 and each person bring a date. Each parties
are to be small, The fwo brimary purposes«® of the socials are

(1) to have a good time, and (2) to make primary friendships.,
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The problem is now to get enough Caucasians and keeping them down

to attending these socials. It was decided to <@g have the m three
comnittees decide on how to issue the invitations , what kind of
socials to be held and how to get the 50-50 people out.

It was revealed th:et the United Ministry has a #E% file of
all nisei listed in the 75 areas of the city.

Someone commented that one affair was not going to cover the
need of all nisei in the ecity.

Dr. Yatabe bwought up the question, "Who's going to finance
these socials?"

Houser said that the cooperating organization would be res-
ponsible and that they could charge a small fee to\gszzgfie
expenses,

Bill McKee said, "It's difficmlt to get the native Chicagoans
out. They are not available end it's going to be hard to get
enough of them out to these socials, That means we will be forced
to have smaller groups and may ghrow the group out of balance.
Many organizations are ready to weme take the nisei in. We go to
the Hyde Park "Y" and speak to the secretary and state our prob-
lems and asgk if would be willing to have socials with nisei in
that area. They say that they have organized something out there.
If Hyde Park is doing something, let's do something in another
part of the city.

Smeltzer was in favor of getting a committee to pland and
execute those plans. Houser said that he could contact the United
Presbyterian Church in the south side and try to get all 15 groups

in that area to jointly sponsor something. He suggested that the

city be divided into three areas and have three comittee meet

I.
]
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separately ahd have a broader representation, Smeltzer added that
we should get people who were willing to work as the job was more
important than fepresentation.

These three committees are to emmibe decide how to contact
the people and when they will pgeet again as a whole committee.
The three committees are to be 50-50 committees to sponsor 50-50
parties designed for good time and lasting friendship. They are
to be normal as possible and there should be no artificiality.
Invitations are to be limited and try to reuch nisei most bored.

The next meeting of the entire committees is to be held on

Nov. 12 at the la Saﬂ% YMCA cafeteria at 6 p.m. Roger Axford, who

was elected general chairman, is to preside.

The three committees then held their respective committee
meetings to decide on the personnel of the committee and general
plans for their respective socials., At the Nov. 12 meeting these
oommittees are to report on their progress and on the socials if

any are held.




- South Side Sub-Committee meeting
Oct. 22, 1943
Suski

Jean Houser was chosen chairmen of the South Side sub-
committee which me® immediately sfter the general meeting.

It was decided that all churches and organizations on the
south side would be contacted to see what they had planned or
done toward activities for the nisei. Among the groups to be con-
tacted are the Hyde Park "Y", Concord Co-op, First Preshyterian
Church, South Congregational Church, South side F.0.R. and Mid~-

west F.O0.R. Reports of these contacts are to be made at the next

meeting of the sub-committee to be held at the La Salle St. YMCA

cafeteria on Saturday, Oct. 30, at 12 noon.,
All socials to be sponsored by this group will be 50-50
socials, It will be invitational, All committee members are to

submit names to the committee which will issue invitations.
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"That day the YWCA gave a tea for me on Oct. 4 I saw a group
of 'zoot suiters' in front of the building. One of them asked
me, 'Is there going to be dancing?! I said, 'I believe so.!
Then one of them said, 'Can we go in like this?!

"I noticed that some of them were not even wearing coats or
jackets, let alone a tie. I $old them that I thought it may be
all right this time but I said, 'Nea&t time I think you'd better
wear coats and put on ties before coming here for any social
gatherings.! : _

"At this tea I noticed that so many nisei were so glad to
see their friends, especially those they did not even dream
would be here in Chicago. You know, several people have told me
after the tea that they were so sorry not to have met me at the
tea. Most of these people told me, 'I was so busy greeting my
friends that I didn't have time to say anything to you at $Hour
tea'.

"That tea was the hoisiest place. Everybody was talking at
once. I heard comments that the nisei wish they would hold more
social gatherings where they could meet their friends. As a con-
sequence of this tea, I think the general coneensus of opinion
was that such socials were desired by the nisei,

"Ab future socials I would like to See the nisel better
mannered. When there's dancing I would like to see all of the
girls dancing and nét have a few -girls dancing all the time and
the majority sitting out. 1I'm going to try to have program
dances in order to see that all the girls get to dance. I would
like to see the ﬁisei have a few good manners so we won't be

ashamed of them any place. They've acquired so many bad habits
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and manners in camp that it's going to be a long time before they
can improve for the better. It's going to be a problem but it's
got‘to be done." :

Then she told us about the couple she knew up in Barrington
who worked as & domestic. "The Caucesians who hired this couple
seemed very pleased with them at Tirst sight. When the #merican
lady asked the hired man to wear a white coat when he acted as a
butler, he refused. *e compromised by wearing a white turtle
neck sweater. When his wife was asked to do certain things she
did not like to do, she absolutely refused tec do it. ©She wanted
to run the house the way she wanted and not the way her employer
wanted., Being a very talkatit¥e lady, the Japanese woman made
ocomments on various things all the time. One day she told her
employer (the husband) "You talk too much,® right to his face.

"Then I heard of another domestic in the suburbs of Chicago.
One of this nisei girl's duty was to take care of the
baby. One night the englo&ers returned from a dinner party and
found the baby all alone and na nisei girl in sight. The do-
mestic had left the sleeping baby and gone out with her friends.
Some of these domestiCS'do not realize that they have certain
responsibilities when they work in a hone. They forget that
their time in not their own and when they are supposed to do
certain duties, they should do it. Aaything ¢ould have happened
to that baby during that nisei girl's absence. &Bvidently she
did not realize that the-baby's well-being and safety had been
entrusted to her-during,the-parents' absence.

"Some nisei girls who work as domestics are so timid thet

they are afraid to sekiatiarEsEuERewens conplain to their employers
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and try to get some misunderstandings smoothed out. One nisei
girl working as a domestic didn't like her job and wented to
*eve-fe leave for another domestic job which paid better. Instead
of telling her employer that she wanted to leave-and the reasons
why, she said that her mother was ill and she had to gone back
home. Naturally the employer was sympathetic and wanted to know
if there was anything she coulXd do. The girly politely refused
and said that she didn'f think she would return to her job again.
This girl went to work immediately as a domestic a few blocks
away from her previous employment. One day she accidently bumped
into her former employer and she had a hard time gXxplaining about
her current work as a domestic for another couple. It would have
been a simple matter to discuss the dislikes and disadvantages of
the work and in all probability the employer will change things.
If not, the gitl can easily say that she must guit because she
does not care for the working conditions., All this can be done
politely and without irritation to either party. But ﬂhen the
girl backs out of her job with‘a false story, that's what makes

the Caucasians distrust the nisei.

"Going back to the subject of nisel manners, a Caucasian

friend of mine who is inﬁerested in the integration of nisei into
the general community life, told me of one visit she made to a
nisei couple's home. It was after dinner and the couple were

in the living room. My @oodness, 'but the husband had his shoes
off and his suspender straps were off his shoulders. He didn't
even excuse himself or put on shoes or slippers. He just walked
around in his stocking féet; It is these little things which the

Caucasians notice, Little thihgs like that make either a good or
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bad impressions,
"] visited a Negro church one Sundey. I had an occasion to

ask the Negro young people whether they objected to having niseil

attend their services and join their groups. They got a big kick

out of the question and laughed. 'Why should we kick if the
Japanese young people come to our services?'™

With this the informal meeting came to a close.




-
Special Meeting called to discuss Niseil Socials

Oct. 25, 19435
Suski

Hearing reports that if socials were held for a mixed nisei-
Caucasian group, it may lead to some good, but on the other hand, it
'may lead to further segregation and disaster for the niseil in the
long run, Ralph Smeltzer called a special meeting of the committee
which met on Friday to discuss socials to reconsider several points
which were omi}tted at the previous meeting. A good representation
was seen at. this second meeting which was also held at the lLa Salle
ICA cafeteria on Monday, Oct. 25, 1943,

Among those present from the previous meeting were Roger
Axford, chairmen of the committee, Ralph Smeltier of the Brethren's
Hostel who called the meeting, Virginia asaka, Mirry Miyake, Esther
Naito, Jean Shintani, Bill McKee, George Houser, Hideo Hashimoto,
Emily Morgan and Louise Suski. Among those present for the first
time were Roy Smith of the Church Federation, Merrill Inyard of
the YMCA, Harriett Yarrow of the Church Federation and Mrs.
Smeltzer.

Smeltzer, who presided over the meeting at first, announced
the the Priends had réleased Bill McKee to work full time for two
week for the integration program, He gave the following reasons
for reconsideration of the plan of hold 50-50 socials:

"l., All the féots were not .presented; 2, perhaps the need for
special social affairs is not great; 3. several at that meeting on

Friday did not speak up; 4. some cormmittée members have changed

their minds on the gethod of reachihg integration objectives; 5.

we must consider every phase that is important for the future of

the nisei; 6. we must be consistent as possible toward our goal,
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integration."” He then gave e=® the chairmanship over 'to Axford who
called for any expresSions from thos present.
Charlie Kikuchi spoke first. His opinion was that "these
- parties are sponsored to create friendship but it will eventually
result in a nisei soeciety. Why should Wwe have special needs?" He
salid that Chicago was different from Detroit, St. Louis, Cleveland,
Denver and Salt Laeke City. These cities too have the same ob-
Jectives of integration but their socials have degenerated into
\ g&round
their own group and now there is a barrier. "Not enougﬁ\bllndfégrk
is laid. Not enough Caucgsians will come to these soclials. We just
maxe superficial contacts at these socials. ITf integration is our
goal, we should be consistent, The nisei haven't broadened their
cultural side. War has changed life. The nisei have Last contact.
suffered
We have ffHFSﬁgh evacuation. This committee should probe all
'phases of the question first. This committee won't keep other ;
groups from being organized.
"What were the reasons for relocating? Their friends were
out here, there were some good job offers. Now if you have parties
those who come will be those who don't need contacts. Those who

come will be there with the idea of meeting other nisei," g

Axford asked each person present to give his or her opinions

on the matter.

Mirry Miyake -said, "Those who stay away will come to meet
other nisei. I heard of a dance which is being planned for Nov.
20, by a groﬁp of nisei, They will charge $1.50 per couple."

Kikuchi added, "Thg nisei should remain as inconspicuous as
possible. As the war progresses the feiling against'the nisel

: & ”n
will increase.
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Smeltzer then asked, "Do you think that by not havéng any
socials, we can integrate any individuals?"
Kikuchi related the‘experience of the Japanese Students
Club at Berkeley. He said, "Before the war, at the University of
California a Japanese Students Club was set up to promote nisei
going into other activities. The nisei had a student body within a
student body as a result. In the smaller colleges the nisei are
forced to participate in various campuslactivities. We want to be
treated as individuals and not as a minority. We live under a de=-
mocratic prineciple."
At this point Hideo Hashimotl anted to add something about
the students at the University of Michigan. He said, "I want to
" add at at Ann Arbor the Fapanese studdnts started a 50-50 club,
Andrew Kuroda who helped to organize the group said to Hideo Tanabe,
'I just can't break it up', indicating that the nisel segregated
themselves in the end. There was no transitional stage because
they could not so0lidify the group. Friday night's committee meet-
ing the people were railroaded.: Some of us felt that the 50-50
parties were wrong. It was pointed out that as integration was
established then the groups would get the #&# nisei into thelr
organizations. For example, the Caucasians are not ready to take

them in. Some groups are holding socials, they said, 'Why should

we keep them apart. Let them have their own party.' The Church

Federation is sold on integration.”

George‘Houser said that nothinz special was set up but"we're
going to be shot in the arm. We've got to take various organiza-
tions to take the into into-their group. " |

In reviewing last Friday's meeting, Virginia Asaka said, "We
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assuged a lot of things at the last meeting. We assumed that we
needed socials for the nisei, With that we planned, will we meet
that need? How will be get them into the integration program?
That's what I'd like to hear answered."

Esther Naito's opinion was that "there was a need for social
life but there was an unwillingness on the part of the nisei to
integrate™.

Louise Suski was called upon next. She said, "The nisei have
been thinking about socials when they were back home before the war,
They worked hard during the week and went to the socials held over
the week-end. That's all they seemed to work for., Then when they
went to the assembly centers and relocation centers, it was the same
.tbing over again only socials were held ofteﬁer. Now these nisei
have come out to Chicégo and they ®till want to carry out the same
idea of having socials or going to socials every week., They forget
that this is war time and we shouldn't be thinking so much about
socials. The older nigei don't crave for soecials like the younger
ones. They can find other things to keep them busy but the younger
nisei are the ones who are eager for socialsy If the nisei can
study, join interest groups and help to better themselves cultur-
ally, it will be better for them in the long run,"

To this Smeltzer_commented, "Louise's opinion bring another
importent point up, marriage, The nisei desire to meet persons
of the opposite sex."

Kikuchi added, "More fellows will come to these socials. The

mg jority of evacuees are males out here, This may make frustration

greater. Socials and the draft create another situationl The more

popular and prettier girls are going steady."
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When asked about her opinions, Jean Shintani said, "I consider
myself an outsider. I've been here since 1928, Many nisei have
coﬁe over. I've had discussions with them but I just can't under-
stand why they feei the way they do."

To that Kikuchi said, "The anti-oriental feeling gave them
an escapist idea."

Jean continued, "I visited Southern California one year and
when I wanted to take my friends to eat at the Brown Derby they said
that they would rather eat in Japanese town because they claimed
that there was too much anti-Japanese fedling in the American res-
taurants and other places.” ©She also related that a group of nisei
wanted her to organize a bowling league. ©She said that there was
a group which monopolize the bowling slley on Satu;day faights and
the manager finally told them that they could have only half of the
place. The boys asked the manager if they could organize a league
and they were referred to Jean, Jean said that she was stelling
the boys off because she didn't know whether it was wise to have an
all-Japanese league or not, ©She has to give them an answer soon.

Hideo Hashimoto said, "We are beginning to wonder if there is
not another approach to integration. We comprised. The best way
is thru the normsl channeéls. It will not be a betrayal to the
Friday group if we push the program thru the normal channels. Many
churchs have social social programs and they have invited the niseil
many times. At the St., Paul's Church many nisei attend the 1l
o'clock service but not to the socials.. They gave the excuse that
they had other social engagements which they felt was more import-

ant., The people we say need social contact the most won't come.

We will putt temmenewwey those people back who are well on their
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ﬁay toward integration, I favor going back to the normal way with
double efforf this time." :
Harriett Yarrow said, "these parties are not helping to in-
tegrate. The promise of that looks slim. I'd rather work on what
is better for integration. We of other groups should pull them into
our group rather than segregate them."
Roy Smith spoke for the first time when asked his opinion.
He said, "I favor integration. We expose two side to expression if
people look for it. Some people feel that the 'Y' was out of place,
A lady told me that the 'Y' said that they had four‘new nisei in
their eclub., I think they did a good job thru theirrecent tea."

Bill McKee said, "I seriously question whether those four
girls came in because of the tea. Kimi Mukaye's work may be the
feetor. Tuesday's session pointed directly into the 'Y' activities,”

Kxford then said, "the problem then is (1) will the 50-50
parties get the people we‘want, and (2) we will defeat the purpose
by setting up partially mixed groups in a stricter sense."

Smeltzem declared, "If integration was to be our messuring
stick, we were over-zealous to speed the program when we advocated
the 50-50 affairs., We may not stimulate the program, we may even
retard the program. We have have integrated fewer persons, Advo-
cating nisei affairs may sound harsh but we may be defeating our
purpose, |

McKee said that he favored working through organizations,

He said, "We'have the préblem: how do we get the nisei to partici-
pate in these groups? These organizations have done everything
but can't get the nisei to-come to take advantage of the many

facilities offered but no' one takes them up on it."
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Hideo Hashimoto said, "I don't have trouble with churches.
The people who need it don't come, Are we neglecting the large
number in between, those who aren't used to mixed groups?"

McKee said, "I guess the only we can reach certain nisel is
through e big dance, afh all-nisei affair.

To this Kikuchi said, "I am interested in the function of
this committee. You have to work &® up step by step.™
| Smeltzer said, "If we follow the new step we have to accept
the fact that there will be all-nisei affairs. By a negative answer
we may resach a positive result. I don't know." '*_M

Mirry Miyeke said that the approach made a lot of differemce.
Emiky Morgan suggested that "maybe we can speak to them".

After being sileﬁt all this time Merrill Inyard of the YMCA
said, "Ralph Smeltzer sent me meterial of &P an outline on the
discussion of nisei. Has anything been developed on & large scale
to get the nisei when they first come to thé eity among nisei with
nisei leaders? Could that be done? It may help some to realize
the seriousness of, the thing.

To this Smeltzer said, "It was a discussion of what e we

have been using at the hostel. How can we adjust our life in this

community? How can we adjust our social life to this community?

The outline has been revised with each discussion which are held
twice a week. We try to keep Caucasians around so the nisei will
get used to them.," |

Ezford then asked: "Regarding the YW relations, what does
Kimi Mukaye expect to do?"

McKee sald, "When they started the 'Y' hoped to get people

into their group. Had all information except about the YW. Twelve
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or 15 showed up at the first meeting. There were more boys thah they
expected. They didn't have the information the boys wanted. A
person is supposed to sttend any two successive sessions. We'oan
help by providing facilities.™

Axford said, "There are two directories. I suggest that the
Church Federation put out things to do and expenses."

McKee added, "HMr. Shirrell had an integration session on
Fridey afternoons then the YW substituted for the WRA."

Kikuchi then spoke up, "We want to be accepted as individuals.
When we talk about nisei we are degregating right there. People
came oub here to lose themselves. Then when all kinds of people,
gjust casual friends call because they are lonesome, it's quite dis-
turbing. I know peoplerare lonesome and as &8 long as they keep
on visiting among themselves they will drift into a nisel society.”

Smeltzer said that the Erethren's hostel never gave out
addresses and phones of former residents as they consider them as

confidential.

Hashimoto said, "How can we help the nisei who won't take the

first step? We got to go after them., It's not enocugh just to send
them & post card. ‘If I were a nisei,‘ would like a strange minister
to come visit and call on me? No."

Inyard's opinion was that "The 4mericans have never integré-
ted. The Japasnese Americans have never integrated either into.the
American life and we can't expect it to happen easily."”

Kikuchi commented that in regard to the cudtural progress in
American life the nisei -had moved Bast but socially "we're slow".

Smeltzer then said, "We know now how we feel, What are we

going to do?"
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Hashimoto said, "Bill McKee will see Mr. Shedd of the south
side YMCA., We want to work for integration the natural way and see
if the 'Y' can benefit. Follow up and see what the ministers are
doing. I know the Hyde Park Methodist Church is holding a Hallowe'en
party to which they are immis$ extending an open inv;tation to nisel.™®

Smeltzer said, "We must see that we are not patronizing.

Mirry Miyeke added, "Was against 50-50 parties. I am for
working through existing organizations %o get nisei to get into
the program ’thru regular channels., I attend the church in our
neighborhood #bth three other nisei girls with whom I room to-
cether. We have been accepted into their Queemn Esther Club. 1
understand they don't expect to accept any more niseil into their
group. They think four is enough now."

Bill McKee said, "What can we do to get at relocatees?
How should we go about getting to these people? Can we talk to
some nisei leaders?

Mirry Miyake said, "Give us time to get settled. I rmmember
being looded with post cards from this church and that organiza-
tion but I was too busy trying to get settled so I ignored them,

But now I go to church regularly and even joined their girl's cluba®

Jean Shintani told -about the young people's organization which

was formed once in Chicago inprder thaes the nisei could get together

once in a while. Then soldiers came along and for socials they
rented &m a hall. Everynight this hall was used for some nisef
activitt‘ with Saturday night being reserved for dances. Every
night the nisei went bowling and one tige a fight started.”

A motion to send a word of appreciztion to the American
Friends Service Committee for Bill McKee's services toward integra-

tion progrem was passed. "Let's go back and work with individuals
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and organizations," said Axford. Two which Emily Mbﬁaan said, "A
lot o€ people want to do something but don't know what to do."

Kikuchi suggested that this ecommittee make some policy to be
followed and distribute to the well meaning groups.

Axford said, "Many groups say they're getting frustrated
because they've done everything they can but can't get the nisel
out.” Roy Smith suggested that the south sdde group work with
the existing organizations.

Smeltzer said, "our purpose has completely changed. Now we
are to help individuals and organizations., The cormittee's function
is to counsel and act as & clearing house. We have a list of people
who were active on the west coast, Oﬁr idea was toget those leaders
to help in the integration program. If they don't get a chance,
they may form their own group to lead. The YW, YM and other groups
& can make use of these leaders."

McKee added, "Thés group can get leaders and talk to them.
When the nisei go imto the 'Y' they won 't find peopke of their own
age. We have another peoblem, if we know of any group planning
parties or anxious itiéet into any group, pass on their names and

address to Roger's office, Smeltzer or to me."

Before adjourning it was agreed to encourage inter-racial

activities,




South Side Sub-committee meeting to Plan-SOOialﬂ
Oct. 30, 1943
Suski

Having arranged a meeting of the South Side Sub-committee
for the planning of 50-50 socials, six members of this committee
were present at the YMCA cafeteria, 19 S. La Salle St. on Saturday
‘noon, Oct. 30. The meeting was more or less informal with Louise
Suski leaéing the discussion in the absence of Jean Houser, chair-'
man of the Sub-committee who was elected to this position at the
previous meeting on Oct. 22.

Those present at this meeting were Bill McKee, Walter Godfrey,
nMrs, Chiyo Izumi,
Catherine Raymond, Evelyn Nichols, Mirry Miyakg/and Louise Suski.

George and Jean Housér, Togo Tanaka and Roger Axford were the ab-

sentees.

McKee, who has received two weeks' leave of absence from the

American Friends Service Committee to devote full time towards the
integration progream, gave a brief report on some of the things he
had observed through visits and'other contacts.

He said that the omigm# original committee would not disband
but continue to work towsrd the integration program individually
through churches and vérious interested organization, by encoura-
ging nisel Ifriends to participate in these activities. He said,
"We can't tell thése nisei not to have segregated socials because
they'll do it anywayl I wonder if we can't have something else
in our way, that way, I don't know what theat is., I wonder if we
can't put our energy in some alternatiive."

"Have your heard anything‘about the all-nisel dance to be
held on Nov. 20?" was asked by Loﬁise Suski,

"Yes," said McKee, "and it made me éo mad when I read the




sub-committee - 2

T}d/‘ (&
card which said, "Beminicen‘i,xof Relocation Days"., They must be

the same group of boys who approached Ralph SmeXtzer and asked for
information regarding a locale for an all-nisei dance. I've seen
the hall where they'wve planning their dence. It is a small hall
located just above a beer parlor. The whole atmosphere is no good.
I am only hoping that nothing happens during or after the dance.®
The only thing we can do now is to encourage people not to attend
a dance in a place like that. Why couldn't they have picked a
better location?"

Regarding the invitational list, McKee said, "It seems that
they got the list from the Friends' Hostel for I've noted that none
of the people who visited the Brethren's hostel got invitations,
The Brethren's hostel will not give addresses or telephone nugibers
of their former residents to even relatives. They're that strict.
Whereas, the Friends hostel has the names and addresses of people
right there in the office., Even though it's not supposed to leave’
that office, itis easy ehough for a person to look at the hook and
Yot down & names and addresses,” |

"If our committee is not going to plan 50-50 socials, what
will be our function?" asked one person.

"We are going to act as a clearing house and issue informa-
tion to nisei regarding places to visit, what to do and any import-
ant matter regarding the city. We should encoumage the Caucasians
to invited the nisei rather than approach them from the nisei's
point." This was McKee's answer.

"Any person desiring to get in toueh with a lot of people on
the south side can approéch‘Kay Nishiyama, Olive Takshashi or

George and Williem Hiura," said Walt Godfrey. '"These people know
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a lot of people in Chicago and know how to get in touch with them,
Call on them and I'm sure they'd Be glad to cooperate. I don't know
them personally but these names were given to me."

McKee suggested that the nisei organize baseball énd bowling
teams, not as degregated groups but with people they work with.
"Many nisei work in large concerns and these nisei cean epproach
some head of that concern and ask about the possibility of organi-
zing athletic teams but see that they are mixed groups. A lot ef
bowling alleys are signed up for the whole week but there are a
few alleys which are open,"

Mirry Miyake was interested in knowing just what the nisei
could do regarding Red Cross work., "I'm sure there are a lot of
8irls who can afford one or two nights a week toward some welfare
work but don't know where to go," said Louise Suski. B1lll McKee
said that he would find out and let Mirry and Louise know just who

to contact for this.

All those present agreed to do all they could tomard getting

the nisei on the south side to participate more in churech activi-
ties and any Caucasien-nisei affairs. This committee is not dis=-
banding but will remain on call until further notice.

Mrs. Izumi, who was able to stay for a short time, told about
the young people she knew and who visited her at Beverly Hills.,
Those who have stayéd with her have been taken to the community
church unless they had a particular church which they desired to
attend. All those who visited her she told them how they should
act and gave them‘informatioﬁ about places to visit, shop, etec,

Mirry Miyake will remain as secretary of the committee and

send out notices in case of future meetings,
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The date bureau will function again
To provide a .pretty girl for every man
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DANCING

REPRESHMEDNTS

- m——

[\’\ E ’\/\ B E P\5 — F R E E (Upon presentation of Membership Ca.rd).}‘

GlURSTS - GG

INTERNAT TONAL HOUSE ' sk sonssiox 1414 BEast 59th Street x#x+ux Chicdgo




ywca meeting
Nov. 12, 19
cuski

Lgunching & program of world service which will
the promotion of permanent gy world peace, the “hie
the other YWCi orgenizations throughout the United ~tates
soringz a membership meeling during November. +he Chicago
its membership meeting at the McCormick Hesldence at 1001 North
Dearborn S5t. on ¥riday evening, Nov. 12, which was attended by
some 200 women., Miss Barne president of the Chicago YWCa was
chairman for the evening.
Having conducted a drive to raise Chicago's quot of $500
;oul
toward the wlSG,ﬂOL/uu the s#merican YWC4 toward the world
the donations collected from the general Chieago
over to t treasurer at this friday meet-
4 total of $740 from the members of the Metropolitan Board,

'WCA staff, business girls, industrial girls and Firl HesSeTrVes

was reported by the -evening of the avening.

=3

The first part of the evening was spent in a songfest after
which Helen Beevers, noted writer, was introduced as the main
speaker. 5She spoke on the theme of the evening, 'Together loward
Tomorrow", e said in part, "In our YWCa
see what they can

our own 1ittle circles; W met think in
terms of TE..,. bur membership is open to all, let ns
share experiences ai show the value of women Workers Interna

tional relations is our common interest now, let-us set aside

racial discriminations and let us move forward.i.."

After few reports were -eard, the group went to the reception

room on the main floor were light refreshments were served and an




informal hour followed.

Among the nisei present at this meeting were Kimi Mukaye of
the YWCA, Mrs. Chiyo Izumi, Tello Negatoshi and Loulse Suski.

After the meeting some of the women went to look at the rooms
where the girls reside. Shinko Obata and her sister live there but
they are occupying adjoining rooms as doubles are not avallable at
the present tinme. They both have sincle rooms about La-Pee by Y12

room has & single bed, a SS and one chair. There is
for clothes and another smaller c. which has a wash
basin and racks for towels. On the inside of the dcor is a small
shelf for toothbrush, cosmetics, ete. 'he inside of the clothes
vloset has a full length mirror.
On the ‘same floor is a laundry where the girls can do their
own washingg@®. There is glso a dryer thers.
the shower room and next to it is the bathroom
are located. The lmvatory is a Tew away .

e B

Mrs. Obata, whose husband is in the Army, said that she

v
1

$12.00 per week for room and

boar said that the "Y¥*"
rooms at $10.00 per week and scme &at $15.00 per week.
that she had made reservations for a double and intends to

with her sister when it is available.

Just inside the entrance of this ™" building stands a girl

whe directs persons to their respective meetings, etc. IHowever,
she tells them first to go to the cloak room and leave their wraps
there., The cclored porter who takes the cloak has been with the
myn eyer since this-residence opened. L€ entertained with several

songs 4P during the informal hour of this membership meeting.




Reminiscence Ddnce
Nov. 20, 1943

'he following is Alfred Doi's description of the "Reminiscent
Dance of Relocation Days™ held at the West Roon [ Ashland Audi-

torium, 428 S. Ashland B¥vd. on Nov. 20:

n I got there, two guys
were handling the
walked in with my date and two cops stared right at us. They were
there to colle he money. The dames there were a bunch of bags
most of them anyway. A lot of the yogores had been drinking,
could smell it all around the room. Some of them put empty w
@& bottles on the floor. There was a check room there and
Caucasian person check the stuff in. The hall was small.
about one and a he iimes the size of a recreation hall
The dance was guite crowded I would say there were about 200
because there was a flow in and
second floor.
K

alley on the J%ft pLosr gue there were about 60

nundred boys. It wasn't quite two to one but there was

¥

There were also seven stagettes there; there were at least

- oree
Lo e

people there thakt I knew from before. . W em=-

b

ecause of lot of them said "hello" to me and I didn't
even remember their names. I knew them from camp snd from before.
Kaz Suguki of Laattle took me arocund and he introduced m o -&a lob
of dames. There was also a Sacramento boy thet I knew and he took

me around too. Then some of the women I knew there also introduced

I had a good time beca I went there to raise hell




.

The orchestra was a Caucasian one and 1t was lousy.
nine to eleven pleces in there and they Qijn't heve a vocal-
They didn't announce anything during the evening gxcept the
dance.
The odd thing about the dance was that some low ecrust "keto"
and Mexicans were Tl : J iere three hakujin women who looked
brought good looking Cauca=
ight
they were low crust. I saw three lexican Tellows there but I
don't know who they came with. was Mexican who wa
zoot suit boy. I was astonished that there weren't so many
Japanese ¢ suiters th e as I had exp ed The funny thing was
that five or six nisel wo ywercoats while they danced. They had
thelir collars pu D t n't becsuse they wore work clothes on
either because they all
was a lot of tagging or s popule ciris Ther
fight once when two smarty pants laid whisky bottle
floor expecting it to be kicked around the floor, but

| -

boy picked Tthem up There were about 30 nisei- ArTmy boys

T |

They said that the civvy boys locked dirty and needed haircuts.

The nisei soldi 5 behaved themselves., There was

nisei from the northwest and they mixed pretiy well.
The funny thing

four groups of five or six.

other. They bunched in their little groups

have common interests with the others.

f

There were some women from the Edgewater Beach Hotel. I would




say that most of the zoot suiltb ame  from the Rohwer center,
They were the Stockton bunch, One of them, Minki, got married
recently so that his bunch quieted down. Most of the people there

rom Rohwer, Stockton and L.4&, altho veattle was fairly well

knew about one-fourth of the people ther: don't

bragging, but I think over half of them there knew

wepen't many married couples th W » Tive or
They were the snma i ype and they

lapels,
I looked around for him, hoping
ing from him. He is the one who
sponsored their dance. They charged §1.C0 for
were there because everybody was anticipating

1 b 4

who had been drinking were all stags but
and out for drinks. There were a lot
downstalrs who came stag and they argued loudly whether
go in or not. Some of them didn't
thing I noticed was that host of the girls wore red and
dressed rather sasudily They
although three of them had corsages.
stand and a soft drink bar there but you
don't Know whe ”Héﬁ chareged as I did not buy
anything thex
I took a dats > but it was on f those

She was & very popular gi and she knew many people.

time there and I was happ;] o see all my friends.

about 12:30 and we all went to an all-night show after




those commopolitan

neck her.
d the dance.

en joyed

I think that most of the peopl 2
sere four or five fellows I saw
crowded all over the

ever they

on the floor
Lied? in on. a

didn't have such & good
most of the time. You Know
They just ignore

rout theBe sad cases.,
e popular girls were

The

wall flowers

nisei fellows are
because they don't want to be stuck.
getting cut in, that's gﬁj the

of the rloor. there were lots of changing oi

mnos t Ol
laint I heard was that the orchest

ine xept on

alwavs
up and

ey

The only big comp

that there was

lousy.

mh o

A LA

funny thing about
ir at first. BEverybody expected something to happen
The

in: the air
ran smoothly and the peopie

the dance eas@d up aiter that.
Army boys all eut in and they we well behaved. None of them were
ame were mostly of the qqskill&; workers,

The type of nisei who :
professional people like me.

There were

4

There weren't very many
machinists, workers in paper and cardboard factories, workers at the
dgewater Beach Hot€l and other unskilled type of this sort.

et dates because they worked late and

of the stags couldn't




didn't know the girls.

girls the

re was
e wasn't
young

camg

useful funection.

stability among the nisei.

chance to

es and phone numbers,
and

think 1W1L around to

sone

plac

When the dance came

usually did before. They sll hung around.

-
ol

talk to their friends don't k

afterwards.

went

went downtown too. We went in

feeling was on the "L" when so

=]

were walking down the étroet

'k because the pecple couldn

o

pretty quiet distriet and

hat the sponsor ms

de

for ths

over $100

or three -times this amount.

although I had expected to see trouble. It

at

money
money

orches

2]

The

WO

about 20 and the
mgreation
fellows had
back

Knew

It established

They had missed all of

the dtﬂ’l

=
e

wanted to

did after

of them

know how

the

on the

tra and

dance turned out

going full




-

a double couple, arrived
we went in
She had refused & coup of dates
before and she thought it would embarrassing to go in at the

last minute.

all-night show.
I 1 11 six oteliock
rather stiff and dul in the car
would not let me
yve a more satisfying life they they

only went becsgsuse I knew that Tom

went there with an altruistiec

be more amor for these @ dances

Fujimoto or somebody with gumption
enough to sponsor these dances If he made money at the
Seturday, he!': y do it -again. wouldn't

would
have found out

will surely eclamor for more a he next




YWCA Tea for nyn
Nov. 21, 184¢
‘Buski

En route to the diffsrer

ve NMorioka and Fumi
himura of
Meno of Arkansas and Mary Lucy Nakamurs and Loulse Suski of I
Mountain.

ers would

2T covering the

Topaz, Minidoka and

M

Chambers wisits Poston, Gila and Mamzanar.
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Vogue Tea Dance
Nov, 21, 1943

The following is alfred Doi's account of the second tea dance
sponsored by the Vogue “chool of Fashion Art and Interior Decora=-
tion specially for the sone 20 nisei students enrolled in this
school and their friends. It was held at the school located at
116 £, Michigan .ve on Sunday afterncon, Nov, 21, 17243, at 2:30

o'clock,

Sunday alterncon I went to the Vogue tea dance which the nisei
7irl students put on. It started at 2:30 but
until 5 o'clock, It was a small Qruu;{Lat it was held in a darn
good place,

They plan to have ancther party in December and I got en ine

vitetion., 1I'll see if I can get Frank and Michi and invitation
because it 1s u nice sort of arty that they could go to. I'll try
et an invitation for Tom and Tomi GO,

There were about 60 to 20 people there yecsterday; more zirls

than boys, They were all dressed up und well mannered. I eut up

little bit Just for the hell orf 1t,

me
i

16y gave us cgoffee and ocake for refreshmnent The atmosphoere
there was a nice lounge there for rsople
school paild for all the expenses,

gealiicuou 10 T will

Sl S et Lo o

S &
1 AL IY ILILA W




Comments on Nisei Dance of
cuski
Nov. 22, 1943

Mary Lucy Nskamura:

night but I heard

uldn't enjoy himself

oJ

Ted Yoshimurs:

oy
oveTr [00
over oOUU.,.

to Chiopgu
but

homu gtgtu.

didn't

held Saturday
in our building,

couple of dances only and came

<4

terrible and the

crowd was too old for him snd

ne ratio of women was four to one.

Valley. She is
is engaLeJ to a
liVlQ In the

e closer to

g blg crowd at Saturday's ¢

in and out and not there

-

floer but I did ses

many boys as girls.

be ancther dance

P L R B - Itts

sexor who works in Towa
off-season. He does not
of boys who came from Ariz




From C.K, Diary
Nov. 26, 1243

4

Fay (CH~-22) had some interesting comments to make on the niseil
dance of November 20th. She started telling me all about it just
at all, I am begin-
parties
frame of mind.
don't havg much to say when you ask them about Tule Lake riots
Dies investigation. The nisei just are not politically
conscious at all. They don't feel that these things afrfect them
mech. But when it comes to talkling about soeial pa

have all sorts of mments to make. T think thisg

just don't have

I wouldn't mind it so of the time
cesn't agree with me. I

the niseli who would be

greatly satisfied w these all-nisei parties a sne s somet 110 &

She certainly doesn't have much politieal conscious-

is not in the least interested in such things.
However, she thinks that fthe sccial life is pretty
NMaybe that 1s normal, but I think that the nisei over-
much tc the exclusion of more important problems

which they should face rizht now instead of seeking these super-

escapes. Anyway, fay had the following comments to make
dance.
"Last Saturday I went to the nisei da & he Ashland Audi-

torium, and I was so disappointe I sald fo n 1T after I was

there for five minutes, 'I wish that Charlie here to see this.!




the most awful sight I had 2 ! My escort
it wasn't a good dance al all.
and I thought this was

suiters. My goodness
= ?

there that I felt like kicking

sprawled out all

so drunk that he just passed out.

for an hour.
an American
jitterbug
were maore

Everybody

many of

have enjoyed being

armn
Ciil




didn't look nice all and I was thinking theat

(]

2avage and
heard that ther
1 was

-
k

1 —
e

wWould

would Oe

Pt

Annlt. +hinlk +he PR, L D S <
don't think 3y should have . any

i b P RS P,
L ney should

northside

friendly

lousies and bad that.you had in that large

1 daneces wil keep the nisei girls from golng

awiual

lhe dance was

I wonder what other nisei thought

gequeintances fhere and I'm going %o call

thev felt about the dance. I

LG Y




"Maybe the

were looking

often out here

fun, but I

respectable

thought

=

hear of

LT L

all all,

Yt
ngve

somebod ¥

say but it is

to any more

world put that dance on.

rasntt worth 4% at eli.

nisel groups, but not that kind. I

good too., I sure was disappointed.

that weren't

who brought

but that

may

reaso

stiil

tr

think
haku jin saw

was

but they didn*t condemn them

Ut

of those things.

want danoces

T think

lot of Them looke having

that

£

ar no

it was usy i e i

that crowd. I said to my escort that I

=

ana

to be a fight there

goling

soldiers we went with didn't like

and - the

e

mi ~r
LO s L'lgd-

o much.

-

&

e g
sulhers.

td hate

~
L

nisei like the =zoot

girls

me at that dance. It's a funny thing

-

-

Until the niseli get more manners, I'm not

ooe

I think it hurts our reputation.”

to

going




GRS Diary
aa, 1948

"Mariko and George W o the nisei dance last Saturday nigl
George (CH-17) was very disgusted at the whole thing and I was

rather surprised at this. Mariko alsc quite disgusted. She

these large gatherings are bad for the nisei and that
on her part. The thing which disappointed them was the
general atmosphere of the dance and the sttitude oi the nisel.
Following is what they had to say about the dance:
"George: I've been to many Filipino dances back in Seattle
where 1 was gaged in the union work among the cannery workers an
think that the Filipihos were the worst drunks I've ever

seen. But now, I have changed my mihd after seeing the conduct of
3

o

those nisei last Saturday night. I kept thinkina;ll the time

was
them cut in on Mariko all the time Those fellows got very ugl
about this and it was an experience that never want to go through
again. I think there would have been a lot of trouble there if they
did not have those cops around. I know that I'1l never go to
of those things again.

"Mariko cuts in: It was really something that ama

cause I have never seen the nisei act that way before.

to get drunk on the coast, b it was because they wanted

no manners at all.

"George: I tried to find out who sponsored thx dance but nobody

seemed to know for sure. One T w told me that iw as the Esquire




said that it was & bunch of Ban Pedro
had been working on this dance for a long
it might have been this group.

"Mariko: Some people there thought the Anerican Iriends Ser-

Committee sponsored that dance and I had to convinee them that

was not so. There is also talk that M Fujimoto sponsored

danee, but I really do not know.

"George: I've never seen such a disreptable bunch of Nihonjin
in 8ll my life,. uch things like thal never did happen in the
northwest. Som f those nisel fellows at the dance stood arocund
with cigarettes drooping ocut of their mouth and they ectually
sneered at yo r0d,. I don't know what's wrong with them.

"Mariko: It

(=4

I was on my vacaticn., The £« We acted ame way. I think the

I went to one dance when I

for

were but I would say around 5( 3 hard to say for
girls were mostly okay but the stags just didn't fit.

brought cheap looking Caucasian woms I don't know where they

i om
=Y

prexea T

them uj There were some le there and they made

greet play over Maudie Yamazaki. M=audie looks

dyed her hair red. The popular girls &% the dznce were Maudie
Jean Yameszaki, Marthe Yamada, £ileen, Yuki and & few others.

of the girls got around because the stag line was so big that the;

cut cut a lot. (These girls mentioned above are all under

social butterfly type




who hung around and

-~

9]

at all, I only kne

TOUung The atmospher

o =1

mall and smoky.

"George: You shouldn't eriticize too

there yourself. You e too eritieal at

wer

it either I only went there to see some

curious too. 'After the dance went with

bar we stayed

ana

party though, I think

night doesn't solve any of the nisei »ress®

¢t like that because they are

obvious that altsr

they are

recreation to themn.

M3 1 . B
=0 g o T e

{3

that Iot of lot went

&= 3

curiosity like Iriends

disgusted at acting

her thought it was a

wieundie

because the Mexieca

Their dressing

worst t!

ing

to act important.

"Gecrge: I

the bottle arocund

going on there, Th

aar

at the

Wwors

all frustrated and they

daz

They were

than any Filipino group

tried to show off.. I

w about 10 people there

a1
Gile

e was cheap

and

went
I didn'tienjoy
my old friends, I was

some friends te &

It wasn't an all night

had Saturday

problem, The fellows

15 Heo

O

na

no longer means social

like I'm sure

Ve
1Ge

on Saturday just out of

e
WioL

wonderful dance.

n boys. Were too

but the

was grotesgue,

attitudes, They tried

would always be a lot

and should have heard

Ol
J QU

e comments on what

¥ made
just perverted,

(=4
o

I‘have geen




and I can't make any digs at the ¥ilipinos any more I think the
Filipinos conduct themselves in a much more gentl manly fashion. It
was disgusikng to see the
wonder what kind of background
"Mariko: In the dressing room for girls, I overheard many
comments. The girls were really disappointed about the dance but
they tried lake off that they were having a wonderful tine. They
re Bll saying, "Where did all 1l e awful things come from?' They
were annoyed at the zoot switers and other fellows
I don't think the girls had such a cood
been waiting for such a long time for an event like
enjeving ib. [ don't think I'1l go
these kind of events agair It's too bad that so many of the nisei
fellows ars rning out this way. It must have been
did this The girls were much better behaved and
the wild type. This sort of thing spoils

ho want normal soeial recreation. It

1at the dance was held under such = bad atmosphere, ™




Niseli Reaction to News Photos
Nov, 23, 1943
Suski

Articles and photographs in the newspapers which tend to
the loyalty of the nisei to the United States seem’ to
many nisei i a few days after the article or

the nisei Teel low and they try to avoid the public

When the news first broke out that the American aviators taken
by Japan and accused of deliberately mowing down civilians
1te lster-in-law, came home with a long facd,
She said the he Herald American carried a Tfront page story about
American aviators being beheaded,
t's awful," she said. "The Herald American had
about the emecution and everybody seemed to be reading
couldn't get home fast enough. I feel terrible.®
She didn't eat much dinner that night., We got the news over
the radio later that evening and she wanted to chance the dial to
another station., 8he didn't even wal o; hear about 1,
continued to carry the stcfy for the next Tew days

gw looked very sad and pepless Generslly she

ral nisei girls after that and they all seem to feel

the same way. They felt so guklty for what Japan had done. They

all seemed to feel that the Caucasi s were thinking of them

dirty, sneaky, treacherous snakes who would stoop to the lowest

0ssible level to hit their enemny.

My sister-in-law seemed to get. this > feeling and was

rselfl again, Then on 0Oct. 28 can 1 [u page plecture of




a nisel gi embracing a German prisoner. Once more my sister-in-
law felt bad again., ™"Pictures like that make the public think all
the nisel are like that. The people are going to think all of us
spies."” This was her first reaction.
to confort her by sayi "The Hearstpapers don't like
and not even the nisei That picture may have been
Taked and published in their campaign at race baiting."

My brother said that he didn't think any paper would stoop so

low and fske piectures.,
I said, "0h no? Look what the Denver Post d4id? Didn't they
up a bunch of lies about Heart Mountain, a series of artieles
about the amount of food stored in il warehouse, enough
hundreds of people fc WO O ree years and how we
the series of stinking articles
couple of hours. The grea
spent in the bar at Cody. He got all those stories
assistant chief stew who had been fired from Heart
because of ingbility' o do his work., That two-faced

= 3 ]

ame o visit The Sentinel office

pgpers have always hated the

and they'll do anything to blacken the name of the nisei."
a large number of girls, feel the same
about movies [ they know a certain picture is about Japanese

sples o1 eabout the war in the Pacific, they will not go to

would rather go to a theatre further away to




see & picture aboutl serman sples.

My sister-in-law always asxs 'Is that picture about the war?"

b 1 -

before she consents to go to a show she prefers not to see any

kind of war plctures because s! ys "they are depressing". But

it is hard to go to a movie 2eing least one war pic-

ture. However,

setting in Europe.
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and not

American éon't
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ainly are indifferent., I
any attention to wmme ne.
Pictures
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he public very much.

about all
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Comments on Nov. 20 Dance
Du. S].s.‘
Nov. 25 343

to that nisel dance
wasn't & The orchestra stunk.
dozen of my friesn h > weren't very
ieart Mountain there.
Frank Kumamoto: A T w by he name of Bujimoto gave
Shoda ave's cousin, went to the dance. He
o that danee. It's
good dance
money is to ge good hall and orchesirs Then hire cops to
kick out all drunks. You:¢an get a ¢op who is off duly. that night
them if they want to make $10.00 by watehing a dance hall
zate for agbout 3 hours. He's be glad to do it and he csn always
him. You need at least two tops to kic
Kuni: You know why
They like$ to show off
Know whe 0 8top That's when they
I saw a t of guys outside the ‘hall
stand aesessses Up straizht and they were cussing the
everything, After the danc saw ple of guys sitting on the
curb Just eussing away. A few steprs away two young nisei girls
who came with these fellows, were just standing sround waiting for
them to s ip enough to ta m home Poor girls, I bet the;
unless somebody else took them home.

"

Frank: It's no fun going to these dances. There's always too

mény boys the and half of them are drunk You d get to dance

because somebody taps j on the shoulder and
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From C.K, Diary
Nov. 26, 1943

Fay (CH=22) had some interesting commente to make on the nisel
dance of November 20th. ©Che started telling me all about it Just
as I came in and I didn't have to prompt her at all, I am begin-
ning to think that these interviews on such toplos as social parties
indicate that the majority of the nisel are of this frame of mind.
They don't have much to say when you ask them about Tule lLake riots
and the Dies investigation., The nisei Just are not politically
conscious at alls, They don't feel that these things affect them
very mach., DBut when it comes to talking about social parties, the
nisel have all sorts of comments to make, I think this is one of
the rcasons why I avoid nisel groups. I just don't have much in
common to talk to them about, The subject matter is all superficial
and I get bored. I wouldn't mind it some of the time, but in a
nisei group it is the chief diet and it doesn't agree with me. I
rather thought that Fay would be one of the nisei who would bde

greatly satisfied with these all-nisel parties as she is something

of this type. ¢£he certainly decesn't have much political consclous=-

ness and she is not in the least interested in such things., (See
CHe22) However, she thinks that the social life is pretty import-
ant. Maybe that is normal, but I think that the nisel over=-
emphasize it too much to the exclusion of more important problems
whieh they should face right now instead of sesking these super-
ficial escapes, Anywuj, Fay had the following corments to make
about the dance:

"Last Caturday I went to the nisei dance at the aAshland Audi-
torium, and I was so disappointed. I sald to myself after I was

there for five minutes, 'I wish that Charlie was here to see this,!




Oh my gosh, it was the most awful sight I had ever seen, My escort
and I didn't stay very long because it wasn't a good dance a% all.
There were some cops standing there and I thought this was strange.
Most of the kids there were zoot sulters, My goodness, what
drunkards! There was one fellow there that I felt like kicking and
I don't know why I let him disturb me, - He was sprawled out ail over
a chair and sleeping, He was so drunk that he Just passed out,

Our little party proceeded to the aragon dance hall after staying
at the nisei dance for an hour, Ve ocouldn't stand it for any
longer than that., There was an imerican orchestra there and they
played more of the jitterbug musiec.

"Gosh, there were more boys. I would say there were about 500
there altogether, Iverybody was jammed together and the air smelled
bad. I think there were only about 75 girls there. It was a very
small hall, I certainly was disgusted and I didn't enjoy myselfl at
all, I guess many of the couples enjoyed themselves thoughe. The

zcot suiters thought they were having fun too, Maybe a lot of girls

there had fun too, but I would have enjoyed being pushed around like

that,

"I didn't like the orowd at all because It seemed cheap. Oh,
I saw some Mexican boys there. They really looked greasy. I don't
know why in the world the nisel have to gssociute with Mexioans,
4ll of the fellows were stag and they were ecger to dance but there
weren't enourh girls, I knew someof the Gilu nisel Bhere but there
weren't too many of them, ‘' The people I saw were mostly the rowdy
type. I didn't see any fellow there that looked like they had any
ambition, You know what I reun; They were the ordinary type of

nisei, It was awful,.




"The dance didn't look nice at all and I was thinking that
suppose the Mayor of the city saw that group, I wouldn't have
locked nice for us, The girls came with dates and they were all
pretty young. Some of the girls showed off by Jjitterbugging but
most of the girls were all right, I didn't like the way some of
them jitterbugged though with the Mexican fellowe beocause it didn't
look decent. Maybe it was the cheup atmosphere of the danoce hall
that made it this way because I usually don't object to jitter=
bugeing.

"Iy escort was from Camp “avage and there were three couples
in our group. The fellows heard that there was a nisel dance and
they wanted to gos I didn't object because I was expecting to see a
nice group of nisel there and I thought it would be a nioce smooth

dance like we had back home. I thought that the dence would be inkine

Shmmas done in a culm way and I didn't imagine that it would be

like it was,

"I don't think they should have any more of those kind of
dances, They should only have smu;l groups W of nisel meet like
from the northside. or northwest or soutside., They shouldn't have
it so everyone comes together in one place from all over Chicazo,
In that way 1t would be a more friendly group and there wouldn't be
those' jealousies and bad atmosphere that .you had in that large
dance, ‘uch awful dances will keep the nisei girls from going and
it won't meke them feei very good about it, The dance was so bad
that we left after one hour,

"Gosh, what a funny erowd. I wonder what other nisei thought
about it? I met some old acquniqfunces there und I'm going to ocall

them up some time and ask them how they felt about the dance. I




don't know who in the world put that dance on, They sold tickets
at $1.50 a oouple. It wasn't worth it at all. I'1ll never go to
such an affaeir again, I like nisel groups, but not that kind, I
thought it was going to be so good T0O, I sure was disappointed.

I don't know what makes the nisel boys act that way,. They weren't
that way before, Maybe they were too eager to meet the girls and
they wanted to show off, However, I don't think they came with the
purpose of making trouble though. I did hear that some of the stag
fellows wanted to make a fight with one fellow who brought a date
but I don't know if they reelly had a fight, I heard that there was
a fight afterwards but that may only be a runor,

"Maybe the reason for thoc atmosphere was because the nisel
were looking for new people to neet, They don't have dances very
often out here and the nisei have to get rid of thelr excess energy.
They Jjust work and sleep and éut and they want dances too. It 1is
too bad that 1t tummed out this way. I think the nisel have lost
all of their manners, & lot of them locked like they were having
fun, but I still think it waee a lousy affalr, I'm glad that no
respectable hakujin sew that crowd. I sald to my escort thot I
thought there was going to be & fight there and sure enough 1 did
hear of one afterwerds, The soldiers we went with didn't like it
all all, They all noticed the number of zoot sulters and the long
hair of the boys but they didn't ccndemn them too much, They
thought that all nisei girls like the zoot suiters. I'd hate to

have somebody say they saw me at that dance. It's a funny thing to

say but it is true. Until the nisel get more manners, I'm not going

to any more of thosé things, .I think it hurts our reputation.”




Vogue Tea Dance
Nov. 21, 1943

The following is Alfred Doi's

account of the

1e Vogue Schoocl of Fashion Art and

some 30 nisel students enrolled in this
friends. It was held at the school located at
zan ave on Sunday afterncon, Nov,

W e n t -t O
It started

g small

to have party in Dscember and I gzot an in-
vitation., I'll see if Frank and Michi and invitation
becaus

they could s IvlL try
for Tom and Tomi

about 60 to 920 people rirls
all dressed up
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Nisei Volunteer
Dec, 3, 19243
Susk

Private Frank Shimada, formerly of San Jose, is one of 11
children., He is 27 years old. He was working e in the wholesale
produce market prior to the war. At Heart Mountain WRA project he
was in the men's athletic department. He is an all-around athlete
and a conscientious worker., When he volunteered for the Army, he
had quite a time convincing his parents that he did the right
thing. He is now the second nisei combat team undergoing training
at Camp Shelby.

Private Shimada, who has been in the Army since July, 1943,
expressing the belief that the second cambat team would ket sent
abroad for duty arcund February. When asked whether he believed
the men had enough training and were ready for actual combat duty
Shimada said, "Yes, I believe I am ready after five months' train-
ing. The work of the private isn't hard. All we have to do is to
bbey orders, It's the sergeants, the l#éutenants, captains and
the other offiéers who have the worry. We mesimms buck privates just
do what we're told to do.

"The nisei have a good name everywhere except near Shelby.
The 100th infantry left @ a good impression. Their captain was
a good old Joe. The boys from Hawaii bourht up eveyything and
spent a lot of money éo they were popular with the other scldiers.
They resented being called Japs and often got into fights about
it. When the captain heard about these fights, he said to & his

'Don't come .back until youtve beaten them up.' So these

didn't get hell when they got into fights. Consequently they

left a bad name for the nisei soldiers.

"I'm among the newest recruits at Shelby. I've had only 8




nisei volunteer- 2

weeks basic training while the Hawaiian nisei have had 17 weeks
so I have no chance for advancement, the other are ahead of me.
The basic training was hard for some of the older rellows, It
wasn't easy to wmm cover a 1000 yard course, running 200 yards,
stabbing a dummy with pur bayonetl, i climbing up and down a

20 foot peak without falling off and climbing over a 10 foot wall
with all our eqﬁipments.

"We have good specimen of men in our combat team. ¥We under-
weAt a four-hour physical test and came out 99.1%, In the pro-
ficiency test our men average 80 to 85. The famous 69th infantry

f Woktd wWear I scored 35 to 40.

"fhe 100th infantry esptured a division once out in one of

the maneuvers and the officers didn't know how to scored it and

i)

had to wire to Washington for the information. The infantry had
1000 men and captatured a division which had from 10,000 to 15,000
men, The division erossed the bridge and blew up two bridges,
making it impossible to cross the river. The 100th infantry swam
he river and caught the division unawares.

"When the 100th infantry goés on a four or five day tramping
trip, no matter how tired they are, when they march into the camp
they march with pride with their heads up. You don't see the

hakujin soldiers doing this.

"T had to guard some German prisoners once. We were given

orders to point our guns away from the prisoners but ordered to
shoot to kill if necessary. 4bout 40 guards watch over 300 pri-

rs. The @erman prisonérs are healthy and rugged. They are
handsome men., They. have to march about half a mile to the place

where they are put to work chopping trees. The men keep in step
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and sing as they march along. They all have good voices. 1It's
jdst like you see in the movies. The prisoners are both young and
0ld, some of them are grey haired but the majority are good
physical specimen and work to keep themselves fit. The guards
don't force them to work for the prisoners don't have to work if
they don't want to. Down in Alabama the girls whistle at the
prisoner as they pass by on a truck.

"When we were on maneuvers we were orders to keep hidden
keep quiet. The mainland nisei follow orders and stay in the
shadows and keep quiet but the Hawaii nisei don't care. They talk
out loud and do shadow boxing to keep warm and here we are shiver-
ing in our hiding places., One time I made a nice fox hole and
camouflaged it so well that an officer nearly stepped on me., I
sure scared him when I yelled, *'Hey, watch out therel’

"Some times when we ppmmmim have target practice, we take
turns sitting in a hole and hold up a target. We are told to keep
our heads in the hole, The target, which is a picture of a man's
body from the hips up, is held up. The bullets generally whiz by
about a foot above the hole. Some of these crazy Buys hold the
tarzet in one hand and stick their heads out of the hole to watch
the shooting. They could get killed but they just don't know any

better. I found some card board and brushes $o I put this over

the water and kept warm but one of the poor fellows had to sit in

water two feet deep during the.whole target practice. After the
practice was over I noticed several bullet holes in a ecard board
which was on the ground in front of my hole. So you see, if I

had stuck my head out likg some other erazy fool, I might have been

shot.
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"On my furlough I went back to Heart Mountain for a visit.
At the railroad station I met a2 Caucasien wsige sailor who had
just come back from the Aleutians., He told me that a lot of the
sailors shot each other and that's why so many of them were hurt.

He had the experience of having a boat shot under him. All of the

soldiers and sailors I've met so far have been very friendly and

cordial to me. I get along with them.
"If and when our unit gets sent overseas I believe we will
be the spearhead or the delayed action group@ for the second

front. I guess a lot of us will be killed. But I believe I am

ready for it."
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Nisei Arrested - 2

hungry when when the officer tcld me that he hadn't had his break-
fast yet and he was hungry, I told him that I would have some
coffee. He drove and parked right in front of a restaurant. When
I asked whether he was going to teke the handeuffs off, he waited
until I got out of the car with him, There was a group of men
standing in front of the restaurant and naturally when they saw
my hands with handcuffs they came around to talk to the officer,

I sure felt like a criminal then. Finally the officer took off
the handcuffs and we went into the restaurant but I wasn't hungry.
nAfter he had his breekfast the officer he took me to the

jail which was right across the street from the restaurant.
While en route to this restaurant the officer talked in a friendly

manner, asking me where I was from. When he found out I was from

. “Swmes: Phoenix, he asked me if I knew warious stores and I an-

swered in the affirmastive. He sald he had been in Bhoenix a
nuiber of times and had seen many Japanese there, His friendly
attitude changed when we got to the jail and I was booked for
carrying contraband.

"They put me in a cell which had a dirty bed. I didn't even
feel like sitting down on it, it was so dirty. The cell hadn't
even been cleaned for so long, it sure was stinky. There were
three Indians and three Caucasian in the jail. During meal time
they brought food from the restaurant across the street but the
dishes were dirty so I didn't feel dike eatinsz. I lost 10 pounds
during the three days I was in jail there.

"The F.B.I. report on me was complete. I had testified that
I didn't live in Phoenix but -in Iowa and I was just visiting my

femily there. The report said that I had gone into Arizona several
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times and even had the dates, It was conflicting stories that
kept me there for three days. My attorney of Phoenix finally got
me out after paying <weeimmmess® 150, They didn't even take away my

spotlight and lamp after it was declared contreband. Anyway the

case against me was dismissed and was I glad to get out of there.

I hope that's the first and last time I*'ll ever be put in jail.




Midlend Hotel Dance
Dec., 25, 1943
o zeales

There were quite a few comments on the Christmas night dance
which was held at the Midland Hotel on Dec, 25. An admission of
$2.50 per couple was charged. Alfred Doi, who went late to the

dance, was charge half price as it was 11:45, He had the follow~-

ing to say about the dance:

"I went to.the Christmas dance late. I got there about 11:45

and got in for half price, I didn't mind paying the full price
because I was flushed. I won %10 in a poker game that night and
that's why I was late. I was supposed to pick up my date at 9:30
but it was 11 when I got to her place,

"At the hotel when we were walking up the stairs, there were
two drunk guys in the way. One of them said, 'Hi-ya, bright
eyes.,' My date didn't say enything and I wasn't going to budge
for no drunk guy. Then one of them said, 'You want to start some-
thing?' I didn't say -.«ssmee# nothing to nobody, especially a drunk
guy. <Then I heard one of them yell they could beat up anybody.

I thought to my self ataran kawari ni kawari nashi (touch nothing
and hurt nothing)."

When asked whether he was drunk that night or not, Yoi re-
torted: "How in the hell do you think I could win 10 bucks if I
were drunk?

"The crowd at the dance was very big, about 250 people, I
should say. <‘here must have been from 70 to 80 stags there. At
the end there were about 50 stags. +here were no brawls, not that
I xnow of. They had a six-piece orchestra. It was a good combi-
nation. They didn't have.any'drinks on the same Ploor but there

was a bar in the floor below and I saw lots of guys around the?e.




Christmas Dance -

But I saw a lot of bottles around the dance [loor.

"I saw a lot of stags from Sacramento but I don't know them,
I saw boochie guys with keto women. They weren't high class women.
There were sbout three or four of them, I also saw a couple of
ainoko guys. There was & distinction in the types of men there,
gentlemen and zoot suiters. I noticed five or six real zoot suits.

"T think the erowd had a good time. There were no bouncaérs &s
far as I could see. I heard the WRA was publicizing this dance so
some guys though the WRA was sponsoring the dance. Bill Shiota
t31d me he went to the WEA one day and someone there told him to
pass the word sround to the boys about this danbe. I think it was
Ben Yoshioka. This dance was much more well organized than the
Ashland dance but I'd say they barely made eut even because the
expenses must have been high.

_ "What made me decide to go to the dance? I knew no one of
you auys would go and I wanted to &o you a Tfavor by going and
reporting it to you. None ofrmy friends went to the dance because
most of them went back to Rohwer for a visit. 4bout 10 or 11 af
them took a week off,

"I didn't see any unusual incidents., By the way, your sister
(Charlie's) is a good rhumba-ist, The girls there were in-between.
It was a rather young crowd.

"I went up to the can and. I saw some guys who were sick. A

couple of them were puking, When I was going up the stairs,

couple of drunk guys buske brushed me as they came down and one of
them said, *You want to make something of 1t?' DBut I didn't say a
word, no use fighting with drunk guys.

"The Ashdand dance was re:-lly crowded compared to this dance.




Christmas Dance -

The stags didn't crowd at this dance., They sat around or stood

by the door and watched the people come in. There were a lot of
sad looking guys. There was a good eross section of old and young
guys., They didan't cut in much.

% that
®"The funny thing igjthere were mostly couples or double

couples here and there. I knew sbout 10 people there. It was a
totally different crowd from that at the Ashland dance. I didn't
see many whom I saw at the other dance, The hakujin women I 88®W
looked like B-girls. They weren't? real drunk though.

"There wasn't much circulation among the people. I guess
they figured that a lot of fellows were drunk and if they cut in
on thepy, they may be nasty about it."

The subject of discussion shifted to the New Year's Eve social
sctivities and centered on the dance for Pacific Northwest niseil
at the Hull House. It is a closed affair and open to those from
Oregon and Washington.

Doi said, "Yes, a lot of Californians are sore about that
jance. They say that they talk sbout assimilation and then they
go ahead and have their own sociél. Who do they think they are,

better then Califormians? George Wada and Elmer Yoshi... something

or other are different.  They said that another Washingtonian guy

had something to do with this social. They talk about assimilation

and they're jamming things from the beginning. Here in Chicago

they have a lot of inaka peis.(country hicks). But the Washing-

tonians like California women because they're better looking."
Charlie: "I like Washington women. They got white complexion."
Tom: Yes, Washington lilies. I heard one guy say, tLet's go

to the Hull Housec and throw & stink bomb in there. They won't

have any big bouncers there.,'"
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Charlie - "Some boys think they're missing out on something,
that's why they want to go to all the socials.™

Frank -"The Hull House affair is an invitation to something,"

Charlie -"The northerners think the Californianas are too
cliquish so they're putting on this Hull House affair to meet their

own friends."

Doi - "The Washingtonians say we're civilized, look at the

zoot suiters."”
Charlie - "The sectional stike becomes acute in regard to the

boy-girl relations,"




Miyamoto lotes
December 21, 1942

NEW YZAK'S EVE DANCE: HULL HOUSE

On December 21, we received among our Christmas mail a
postcard inviting iMichi and myself to a New Y esr's !‘ve dance at

Hull House, The card resad:

Dear Mr, and Mrs. Frank Miyamoto:

Is your big question for New Year's Eve "what to do?"
How would seeing in 1944 with your friends at the world-
femed Hull-House strike you? Well a group of us from the
Horthwest are working towsrds a gsla party (dancing, re-
freshments, and favors) at this location. All we ssk from
jou is an immediate reply (Yes or no) to our guery, "can
you come?" Your cooperation will make this a rouveing suc~
cess., Won't you come?f

Place: Hull House, 800 S, Halsted, Bowen'Hall,
Polk S8t, Entrance.
Time: 8 pems to 1 a.m.

Cordiaslly yours,
Daiki Miyagewa, Invitation Cheirman

#ill you sct es chaperones?

Servicemen or an out-of-town relative are welcome.

Michi's resction to the card was, "Isn't that an amateuvrish
invitation card, Why don't nisel learn how to make out invitétions
properly. That sounds like something put out by & eroup of high-
school youngsters for & hizh-sohool dance, but no sdult hakujin
would send an invitation like that for a dance.”

A couple of deys later, I ran into Frenk Tsnabe at the WRA
office, and since I knew that he was living st the Maple Manor
where Daiki and hie group lived, I presumed that he would know

some thing about the proposed New Year's affair, and asked him

avout it, I d4id not know ihen that he was one of the main sponsors

of the affeir, and he said ndthinr to indicste his part in promoting




Miyamoto Notes
Dec. 31, 1943

the dsnce, uvut when I injuired of the dance, Frank made this com-
ment: "Yah, some of the guys are holding the dence, The Northwest
kids feel they don't want to go to an affair with Californians---
you know how rowdy they get---s0 they decided to have a separate
dence." When I told Tom sbtout Frank's comment, his inmediate reply
was, "Jesus, wait'll the Californians hear sbout that. There'll
be plenty of trouble if they find out the reason for the Northwest
guys holding a separate dance." Nor was it long before a great
many Celifornians learned of the sttitude of the Northwest reset-
tlers that caused them to hold their affsir separately. Doi drop-
ped into the office a few days before the dance, and commenting
on what he hed hesrd svout the Northwestermers, he said, "Who
the hell do they think they are? They talk gbout the Californisns
not being assimilsted and then they go off and hold a dance all
by themselves." If there was any sectional schism among the Chi=
cago resettlers before this, the news of the exclueively lNorthwest
New Year's Dance seemed to aggravate the hostility more than ever,
Tom, Cherlie, and Doi, reported that some of the California fel=
lows were plenty sore, snd they were threatening to crash the afe-
feir and mske it plenty tough for the "snooty"™ N orthwesterners.
In fact, it all seemed to indicete a somewhat unplessant evening
for us se chsperones if the Celifornisens carried out theix threat.
e lesrned that Tom and Kose Okebe hed also been asked to
attend the dence as chaperones, snd since they live in the same
spertment building with us, we promised to go topether, It turmed
ovt that we were somewhat delayed by having to move into our new

bedroom which our lsndlady opemed uf to us, and Tom and Kose left

before us. It was not until sbout 9:20 or even later that we
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boarded the El. Four nisei, a girl and three fellows, dashed on
the train right behind us, and sat across from us. It was evident
from their conversation that they too were going to the ssme plsace.
They looked to be about twenty or twenty-one; in sny case, we felt
they were much younger than we, There were relatively few people
on the car goling towerd the Loop, and the nisei scross from us
were acting rather gay in a somewhat inhibited manner. The girl
pulled out » package of chewing gum, psssed it around, asnd then
rolled up the wsapping from her stick and coyly threw it at ene
of the young fellows siiting next to her, 4ll of them were neatly
physicsal
dressed, and except for their Orientel/appearance, they misht have
been Jjust another small group of youne Americsns. WNichi remsrked
that one of them had & typically Jspanese face, of the type that
one often sees emong college students in Jepan, but a second fellow
wes light complexioned, rosy, and looked cleanly washed behind the
ears, while the third young fellow seemed t0 assume & debonair mien
and was spperently the lesder of the group, 4ilthough I felt that
there was nothing especially objectionsble in the behsvior of these
nisei, Michi felt that they were trying to be unnaturslly pay and
rather objected to them; she particularly disliked their rather
puerile behavior, such ss the girl toessing the gum wrapping at
her escort. It strugk me that it wes their self consciousness
that gave them a rather immature appearance, for it seemed to me
apparent from their facisl expression that they were trying des-

perately to look poised end naturel.

Hull House is prison-like even in the dsytime, but the

gehadows at night gave it An almost ominously dark asppearsnce, and

the silent streets surrounding it with its occasionsl lurking sha-
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dows had all the stmosphere of a <lum street at night in the moviees,
e welked along Polk St. looking for the dance hall, and slthough
there were some lighted windows, it was impossibie to tell from

the outside exactly where the hall was, I had carelessly assumed
that I knew the Hdull House well énough to find the hall, but had

not anticipated the difficulties in the dark, and it was only be-

cause we ran into a night watchman going his rounds that we found

the entrance without further trouble. I noticed, as I enstered

the inconepicuous doorway, that there was a sign that could be
very vaguely mede out which seid, "DANCE--B0WEHN HALL",

BEowen Hall is a gymnasium that is used for vasrious pmrposes.
There is a vexry short flight of stalrs rising from the entrance
door to the gym door, and the nisel had a table at the top of the
stairway where they were teklng admission. Frank Tanabe was emong
the three or four nisei standing sround this table, and, because
we were the chaperones, he waved us in without asking admission.
‘here was no check=room, but- coast were draped on chairs and tables
in an ante~room off the main floor, The hall, which was obviously
constructed &8 a multi-purpose gymnesium, was fairly large and roomy,
but it looked 0ld and much used., At the far end, there was a
portable platform that jutted gjuite far out into the floor, and
a row of tsll Christmas trees were arrayed in the front to hide
it from view, c5ome attempts had been made to decorate Lhe walls
with red, white and blue crepe paper, but because of the high
ceilinged lights and the generally antijuated appearance of the
place, it had evidently bLeen imppaaible to make the place over

into a gay or sophisticsted dsnce hall,
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We had been delayed in our srrival because our elevated
train was stalled for slmost twenty minutes, and it must have
been around 10:20 or 11:00 when we arrived. The party was evi-
dently in a very dull stage when we srrived., A4 group of aiout
fifty people were lined uwp in two rows opposite each other near
the center of the floor playing games, T he master of ceremonies,
Koichi Hsysehi, who st one time made s smanll name for himself
on the West Coast as the band leader of the ¥ikado Swing Orchestras,
was putting on the glamor personslity in an effort to arouse
the group, but not with any great evccess. lart of the attendants
were sitting slong the sidelines on the cheire that were 1lined
againet the wells., 4t thia/::ﬂzn there muat have been about one
hundred people in sll present; there were seversl Cavcasians and
other nationslitjee (Indian and Mexicen) present smone the players
Amone these guveets were Mr, Brinton and his daughter, who was with
her young sasilor cousin, Mr, Ballsrd, the head of Hull House, and
his wife, several Mexican boye who were taggine alone behind Mr,
Ballard, an Indian girl living at the Hull house who passed through
the Hall on one ocaasion, and a few others. But the wvlk of those
present were very young nisei from the Northwest, probably averag-
ing not much more than twenty years of age,

Presently the gumee ended, the Juke bLox on the platform

was turned on, snd 2ll the young people resumed their dancing,

The dancing continueé for about half an hour, not with any great

enthusiasm, »nd as » few newcomers drifted into the doorway, they
seemed to 100k with some skepticism at the slow tempo of the af-

fair, When the fast music wae turned on, only one or two couples
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ventured on the floor, and a&s Lhey danced by themselves they could
be¢ seen Joking rather embarrassedly about their own boldness.
On the slower skeet music, some of the bolder ones would venture
on the floor first, and would Le gradually joined by others who
obviously wanted to dance but seemed unable to find the cowage
to do so. There were s group of boys gathered on the sidelines
near me, snd I could see them eyeing the girls as the music began,
and excited talking among them &8 they arsued whether to dance or
not, Presently they made a dash for the seated girls, asnd carried
hem off to the dance floor, This sort of thing went off on for
e while, until presently the M.C, mnnouned refreshments, =2nd a
line vegen to form in one corner where the punch and sendwiches
were being served, At the same time, the nisei sponsors tegan
passing out paper hats, horns, clajues, and confettis., Eefore
| the group had frirly begun eating their refreshments, kolchi

Hayaehi climbed on the platform, and began celling the group to

gather in front of the platform to greet the New Yeer's in at

midnight,

The most impressive aspect of the whole affeir to this
point was the slmost pathetically unexciting atmosphere in the
place, There seemed toO sxist an underlying tension among the
people, as if they had come to the danéa expecting th release
a lot of energy, and jyet were.inhibited from doing so by the
seneral lack of exéitement among the others, Wost of those
present wore rsther pessive if not sour countensnces as if they
were fated to pass .the all-important zero hour without the ex~-

citement which they undoubtedly hed hoped for, It was not in
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anything that was said that one gained this impression, but rather
in their formel and slmost disappointed behavior that this came
outs If there was any excitement, it took place in small groups
of threes and fours as 0ld friends met again for the first time
in Chicego, or some self consciously gay youths gesthered for their
own merriment,

About ten minutes to twelve, Koichi began shouting from
the platform slmoet franticelly indicating that =211 the people
ghould gether in front of it, A group of us older pedOple pres-
ent responded, and the others slowly drifted tognﬁﬁ%r. ire Brin-
ton of the WRA, who lives at Hull House, wss in front of the whole
group trying to stimulate them to a little more lively response,
end he would call off at intervale the minutes as they passed.
Other nisei brought out their watches end shouvted their correctiom
of his time, and under this stimulus, a certein amount of din de-

veloped in the group., Xoichi in the meantime had contected Michi

to ask thst she play Auld Lang Syne at the piano, snd he was shout-

ing instructiones to the audience that they should let po with every=-
thing at the indicated moment, and thet they should Join in a
chorus of Auld Lang Syne. He could hardly make himself heard over
the lpughter and conversation that was now éoing on, Some of

the people began throwing their streamere and confetti before
midnight, and there wae some confusion as various people shouted

out different times, At midnight and for several minutes there-
after, there was much noisbaking as people tooted their horns

loudly, end the fellows playfully draped the girls with streamers.
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Small groups of friends went through the conventional fomms of
hand-si sking and shouting "Happy New Years!" at each_semse other,
tooting their horns in each other's faces as they did sos ‘'hen
Michi was ssked to play Auld Leng Syne, and the crowd joined in
rother diemally. Thie wee followed with a chorus of "Eow down
to Washinston" at Haysshi's suggestion, esnd the sineing ended
with & more rousing "Hail, Hsll,the Cange all herel"

sfter & certain smount of this festivity, the juke box
was sgein turned om, snd the danecing was resvmed with a lot more
ppirit than had existed previously. The hsll was by this time
foirly well littered with colorful papex and confetti, snd the
svpesrance of the hsll hsd been sufficiently disturved to give
o more informal snd dence~like atmosphere. Little groups con=
tinued to 4rift in to join the dancers on the floor, snd by the
time Michi snd I left, there must have veen close to 150 people
present, There were others who Wad come and gone, while there
was also & :eattering who merely looked in st the doorway to
gee what the goings on were.

Before this dsncing was resumed,howe¥yer, there was an
snnouncement and s speech made, Delkl Miyagewa came up to Michi
and asked that she and Rose Okabe narticipate in hending Mr, Bal~-
lard, the head of the Hull House, the net profit of fifteen dollars
which the sponsors had mede on the dance. ¥r, Ballard then asked
for one minute to meke = 1ittle speech, something which he had

had ;n mind all evening since he previously mentioned to me that

there wae something he wsnted to say to the group. The speech

wes in the nature of exténdihg greetings from ‘mbassador Grew

who hed learned sbout the nisei New ¥ ear's Affair from one of
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the trustees of Hull House., The trustee had transmitted the mes-
ssce to Mr, Ballard, and Mr, Ballard was extending on this message,
which he considered of great importance to the nigei, through

this dance. Mre. Crew had expressed his regret that he could not
personally extend his greetings to the group on this New Year, but

he was rejuired to be on his way., However, in his speeches in

the country, he wes trying to explain to the imerican people that

it is only the military clijue in Japan that bkie nation should

be concerned to defeat, and that the Japanese in America, p-rticu=-

lorly the e¢itizens, should not be mede the objects of their hatred.

¥r. Eallerd emphasized the importance of this meesage from Mr,

Brow, »nd it was evident that he was seeking for words to express

most sincerely end emphatically the significance of ¥r, Crew's

taliks in this country., The nisel andience listened politely, and
though® e

clapped politely/with some enthusiams.

In the post-midnicht daneing, there was mueh more enthu-
~iasm than had been noticeable at any time previously during the
evening., There was no cutting in, but the fellows were regularly
walking up to girls sitting along the sidelines to take them onto
the dance floor., Gtome fellows were sitting with girls, but more
frejvently, groups of girls aat smonz themselves woiting to be
called for by the fellows, while the fellows gothered in the
dsrker corners of the room to scan the sidelines and pick out
their victima, Dheré was no drinking of any kind in evidence,
and Mr, BErinton's desuvghter, whom 1 dsnced with once, =pologized
ssying, "Oh, I hope I don't smell like a liguor store, 1 took
my cousin across the street for one gless of beer---1 thought

he deserved that much since he had to g0 back tonight from his
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furlough=-=, but you know how beer is, it emells more then any=-
thing elses, At this kind of a dance, 1 didn't want to seem as

if 1'd been drinking." lven Ceorge Taki mentioned that he hadn't
had & drops I noticed one fellow on the dence floor once wearim

e long overcoat as he danced, =nd he seemed peculiarly out of

place smong this group., "Pachook" haircuts were notabtle for their
absence, snd Lob Kinoshita's long hair end sidebuvrns were promie
nent becsuse of its uniqueness, In fect, some of the Northwester=-
ners immediately singled him out as thet Los Angeles fellow althowh
it's unlikely that very many of them ¥mew who he was., Ucczsionally,
g jittervug wune was turned on, but except for a possivle three

or four couples who were doing the jittertug, there were very

few who deviated from the conventional shuffle of the fox trot,

Eob Xinoshita and Aileen Nagatomi, in fact, were the only oncs
approximating the fency Jjitterbug steps 1'd seen among the Sascra=-
mento young people in Tule Lake, snd the two or three others that
were attempting 1t were very evidently new at this form of dancing,
Then Lhe Jjitterbug tunes were on, the btulk of the dancere stayed
off the floor and watthed Eob and Alleen sz 1if they were a floor
show by themselves,

The dence was to end at 1:00 sccording to the schedule
announced in their invitetion, but ¥Mr, Eallard sllowed them to
extend the time, snd 1t continwed on until sbout Z2:00 a.m. We
left about 1:30 5.m.—while the dancing was still going on vigor=-

ously., Ve later hesrd from Setchi Fujimoto thet Charlie's sister

. Marikd led the whole group in dancing the Congas She said that

everyone Jjoined in at Mariko's encouragement and had s good time
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dancing the Congos "She was the girl in a red dress with George
Taki," was the way Sachi described her, "Oh, is that Mariko
Zikuchit® She's an mwfully attractive girl, isn't she.,"” Fellows
like Bob Kinoshite and gizls Ilke Mariko rsther stood out in

the crowd at this dance.

I tslked to Fresuk Tensbe, one of the sponsors, in the
refreshment line a little before midnight, Frank volunteered
the information that, "I don't know how wel&é goins to come out
finsncially, We haven't counted up the money yet, but we're
afraid that we may g0 into the hole, Some of the fellows have
been making remarks elready that we're¢ meking money off thils
thing, but that's not the idea with which we started it. It's
pretty expensive holding a dance of this kind because it's hard
t0 get the refreshments with retioning ons We didn't have enough
ration points to pet meat for the sandwiches, 30 we had Lo g0 toO
the csterers and have them maske up the sandwiches for us, That
wey, bhe sandwiches run up into juite a bit of money." Frank
looked rather tired snd worried., It later turned out that they
had msde filfteen dollars beyond their expenses, and were even
able to present #d@ the profit to Lhe Hull House,

1 went over to Dalkl to ask him & few jquestions about the

dance. DLaikl remarked, "Eoy, I'm tired, I don't feel like danc-

ings It was PFrenk Tanave who got the idea of holding this thing.

A bunch of us Northwest kids were at the hotel one day telking
about socials and they suggecsted that it would be & good idea if
the Northwest group had s dance of their own New Year's Eve, Frank
pushed the idea, snd I waé the one who di scouraged it; but in the

end, I helped out too. That's the way it slways is. Frank is
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always thinking up these =ocials, wut 1 don't think it's o good
idea to have too many nisel gatherings so I try to prevent him
from carrying out his idees, But you know how it is, the nisel
went to get topether, and I figure that this being New Years and
the niseil don't have very many places to go so that it doesn't
hurt once in a while. Lunch of the kids at our place worked on
it., Ihere are a couple of Forltand kids, and some of us Seattle
fellows., We've been here since three o'clock this afternoons
getting the phace ready., kir, Ballard's been swellj he's been
with us all the time, and he even helped us put up some of the
decoration, When we were getting the refreshments, he went after
the water and ilcem; oh, he's helped us a lot,.,"

"We got the idea of the danmce juite a while ago, s0 we
went arouhd to 5ill lcKee to ask his sugrostion for a dance hall,
He t0ld us we might try the Hull House, s0 Frank snd I c¢sme here
and after seeing this hall, took it right away and didn't
anywhere else., Ihe Hull House asked only fifteen dollars for
tneir expenses, which was very réssonsvle. The main expense was
for the rofreshments because weé couldn't make the sandwiches oure~
gelves, uﬁj we had to have some caterers do it for us.”

"Some of the guys have already been saying that we're txy-
ing to meke a profit off this thing., That wssn't our idea at sall,
Iney come up to0 us and say, 'You guys must be making a pile of
aough on thie,' or 'How about a rske~-off' and all that sort of
thing, we'd hoped that we'd make enough s0 that we could make

s contribution to the Hull House, but we wereun't sure for a while

that we'd clear anythinge. After sll, 1 think it mskes a good
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impression if we cen help out sn orgsnization of thie kind,
Some O0f these puys Jump to conclusions when they see the mmney
in the cash LOE,"

"It's veen a little slow getting started; I guess the

Northwebst kids are just naturaslly quiet; tut I guees the people

are enjoying themselves quite well, Some 0f the California kids
came over from the Skyline Club dance, and they were saying that
it was lousey over there and that ours is better, I'm flad it's
going over, anyway."

The threatened "intrusion" by the California group didn't
materislize, snd everything ended juietly. Wr, BEallard had ssked
a policeman to be in attendance, snd he was standing around for a
part of the evening, The whole affair was a typically Northwest
affair, "dull",l would say, and rather unexciting, rart of the
difficulty was that Lhe people present didn't seem to know each
other too well although they were mostly from the ssme section
of the Northwsast. There was a certalin numver from the older age
group~--perhaps, I was the oldest rnisei present~-=, but the bulk
of them were scattered anywbere between the ages of eighteen and
twenty-five, Slags were relatively few in numbers, Or, pezriiaps,
there must have veen & fair sprinkling of stagettes, Lut in any

ca8e the sex ratio was falrly well proportioned ete. etc,




