
On the .nray 
(Copy) 

Camp r  helby 
Jan. 12th 

The latest and the hottest in the way of news is that :'v e a 

good chance of going to Savage for G-2. Imagine me trying to 

sling the "bootch". My case proves something I've always c laimed — 

In the Army it's not what you know but who you know. One of  the 

sergeants on the recruiting team from G2 happens to be fro m a 

burr near San Jose — so, I had him interview me and inspit e of 

the fact I could barely read the "kana*", he said my trans lation 

was good and that he'd recommend me. Yesterday I found out 

accidentally of course, that my name was on the G2 list  and that 

I'd probably be sent there. If this beccmes a reality you'l l 

probably find me imposing on you and susie one one of th ose 

week-end passes so much coveted by the boys. 

One other thing big has happened. In fact it's.so hot it's 

still a military secret*. Maybe later I'll be able to let yo u in 

on it. Till then keep your tongue in your cheeck and hang o n to 

your pants. 

This week-end a hundred "bags" are coming down from the t wo 

centers in Arkansas to tr£ to raise the sagging morale o f the 

442nd. Sagging is putting it mildly!  I  I wonder if the girls can 

be of any help — I t seems to me that most of the good ones have 

relocated, and what's left at' best could be nothing but sad 

"fukuros". Too# b-d high school kids can't come -- they'd really 

nut a punch into this outfit -- then-again maybe it's a g ood thing 

it's restricted to girls out of high school, after l ooking at 

some of these guys, anyway you look at it, four six-bits i s a 

lot of dough to put on a,"blind date" (Bid corts §4.75 fo r a closed 

dance one nite. limited to 11 to a company) 

—Frank 



On Nisei 

(Copy) 

Combat Unit 

Mayah 10, 1943 

About this placing nisei in a separate "battalion. Obvi ously 

it is outright unfair discrimination in its inception no matter 

what reasons the ^rmy may vouchsafe. I believe one of the. reasons 

given for this segregation was that they would be given  prompt© 

recognition for any outstanding action. How much recogn ition was 

given to the Negro unit in World "7ar I? 

We are not yet the victims of unreasoning prejudice a s the 

Negroes liave been, but by this very act we have taken a long back-

ward step in that direction. The reasons given to the nis ei by 

the .rirmy are not the reasons given to the public. In fact they 

are so obviously rationalizations that I cannot see why the - m y 

even bothers to camouflage their motives. The Army need s manpower 

sorely, so in order not to offend either the tender sensi bilities 

of the public who heretofore, have been inculcated with th e be-

lief that the nisei were dangerous, not to blunt the enthusi asm of 

the nisei, where bewilderment and disillusionment in our so-called 

democracy has become an impediment in their natural ur ge to serve 

this country they put the nisei on the spot. 

The point is this. By segregating us, we have the one chance 

to show the American people that contrary to newspaper propaganda 

we are not treacherous, but eager, willing, and anxious to di splay 

our patriotism. If you have nisei friends in the Army w ith Cau-

casian units, you know how they have won their comrades 1 respect 

and et admiration. They become the most valuable source of  bene-

ficial propaganda for they (Caucasian soldiers) tell the people at 

home, their families, close friends, etc. 
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But you ask the Caucasian soldiers what they thin;: of the 

Japanese in this country in general and they will say ju st what 

the civilians say, "They're dangerous." Then you ask the n, "Well, 

what about John Nisei who is a member of your unit? He Ts Japanese. ?T 

"Oh, I don't mean John. He's a swell gay. He's different." 

They cannot see that their knowledge of the nisei or Jap anese 

in general is given them by prejudiced newspapers, where as by 

personal observation they know that one particular fell ow of the 

same category or race is O.K. 

Ta.-ce yourself. .-hat is your reaction to Jews? Even the word 

connotes something obnoxious, And yet, I am certain tha t you have 

several Jewish friends whom you think very highly of. " Oh, but 

they're different'', you say? No, you merely will not see th at one 

opinion was based on foundationless propaganda and the o ther on 

personal observation. Which is real? 

Thus if are deprived of showing our Caucasian comrades 

first hand by working, fighting and 3?tg dying right be side them, 

how in the hell are they to know except what the Army tells them? 

Soon, if not already, the world Japanese or Japs will have a 

connotation just as evil and unfair as "nigger-' or New. An d our 

one chance of proving to the public that they were misin formed 

will be eft gone. --J.F. 

Note: J.F. was a senior student at U.C.L.A. when he became 
ill with pleurisy and" was confined in a sanatarium at the  time 
of evacuation. He wrote this letter when he was still at H ill-
crest Sanatarium where all Japanese tubercular cases we re con-
fined at the time of evacuation. He has been relocated to  I.eart 
lountain where his parents are residing at the present tim e. 
(Feb. 25, 1944) 



Letter on Joint Board Clearance 

(COPY) 

April 7, 1943 

Irvin Lechliter, project attorney, just came back from W ash-

ington with news regarding my clearance for defense wor k, and I am 

thoroughly disgusted. Washington, with its usual dazzlin g speed, 

has to date done exactly nothing,  "y  name being evidently too 

tough to pronounce, the matter was merely gathering du st on the 

shelf. With a little prodding by Lech, the* finally promis ed that 

investigation will be conducted but that it will take a m inimum of 

three months to God knows how long.  I  y decision as a result of 

this disgusting display of red tape or non activity is this : I 

have decided to go to Chicago on an indefinite leave, cont act the 

studio directly and get them to work on the clearance perso nally. 

1 think the only reason why the studio is not willing to  make any 

overtures at present is due to the fact that I am still be hind a 

barb-wire fence. Once. I am on the outside my status rega rding 

employment should be the same as any alien on the outside , in which 

case should be able to get my defense clearance within t wo weeks 

through the office of the Provost Marshal, iSven if it t akes 

longer, there are always commercial jobs I can take as a te mporary 

measure, but there again I can barter better if i am a Jo hnny-on-

the spot . R.K. 

Note: R.K. is an issei who came to this country at the a ge 
of 12 and is more nisei than issei. He was formerly employ ed at 
77aIt Disney studios and later M-G-M cartoon dept. He had a n 
offer to work with a studio (animated pictures) in Chicago but 
was unable to accept it due to his lack of Joint Board clea rance 
oapers. He wrote this letter from Heart fountain prior t o his 
departure for Chicago where he is now working as a commerci al 
artist. 



Letter on Relocation program 

(COPY) 

July 19, 1943 

It's sure swell to hear that you've started out on your pr o-

gram of resettlement. It's some  thin.«  that we're all race to face 

with, and it's something that we'll all have to plan and c ope with 

in the future. 

The present 7RA relocation program discourages the retu rn of 

those with indefinite leaves to the Centers. If free acce ss to the 

Center were permitted, I think that a lot more fellows w ould go out 

and try outside life and most likely adopt it. Some of the m are 

afraid of failure and if they figure that their retur n to the 

Center is going to be hindered, they will just refuse to take the 

chance. I think that a liberal 77RA policy on this point wou ld 

ielp since the original impetus for relocation has died down, and 

it is no longer a rush, but just a trickle. There are s till a lot 

more people in the Centers and the WRA might as wefc well kee p the 

trickle from becoming just a  n drip'' ¿.K. 

Note:  A. K. is a college graduate and had four years of study 
in Japan after that. He is married and has a child who wa s born 
in Granada. He probably would have left the center if the 'R A 
policy were to permit evacuees a chance to return to the center, 
as he states in his letter. He. was business manager of a n ews-
paper o./ned by his father. 



Pres Association: Paul Yazaki 
Su ski 

Oct. 1, 1946 

"Our foreman is one we l l , guy. He certainly treats us rig ht. 

Sometimes when I'm working real hard, he co ìes around and' shuts off 

the motor of the machine and tells me to take a rest. 

"I am working at the Detroit Filter Company. We make air 

filters out of carboard. I am working with another nisei b oy, Prank 

Kumamoto. We can take  (0 time out for a smoke whenever we want to. 

Vie can't smoke in the workshop but we can go to the men's  loc" es?e 

room to smoke. Sometimes I take time out to eat a sand ich . 

"There are only about 25 peo- le working in our floor. e are 

like one happy family. We have all nationalities working t here. A 

lot of them are women and they sure are friendly to us. On e of the 

ladies makes coffee for the whole bunch so we have hot coffee  with 

our sandwiches at noon. We pay 10 cents a week for our cof fee. 

Sometimes some of the women bring cookies.and pass ;h em around. Te  

have lots of fun talking to these women. 

"One of the ladies said vo me one day,.'We don't care wha n a-

tionality the workers are. You m:\nd*your own business, w e mind our 

own business»and we'll all get along. I've been working h ere for 10 

years and I thing everybody is swell. As § long as well a ll do our 

o n work everybody will be happy.' 

"I get paid 70 cents an'hour with time and a half for work 

after 40 hours. We generally work two hours over time eve ry day but 

we never actually work the full "two hours. The foreman c omes around 

about an hour or at least 45 minutes before the two hours  are up and 

yet we get credit for the full two hours. On Saturdays we work 

eight hours too, all this is time and a-half. We start at 7:50 a.m. 

instead of the usual 8:30 and generally quit around 3 but  we get 

credit for 8 hours. 
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"One day the foreman asked me if I knew of any other Japanes e 

American boys who wanted to work there. I couldn't think of anybody 

^  so I told him to call the V/RA office. Imagine, he didntt eve n • 

know what the V/RA was. So  I.  explained to him, I don't know whether 
, nisei , 

he called or not. I know there are some "Siqgm*****  boys-workinj on 

the floor below us but I don't know*whether he got them throu gh the 

WRA or not." 

Paul Yazaki is formerly of Los Angeles. He was quite an athlete 

in his high school days. Through the parish priest he rece ived a 

recommendation to attend University of ITotre Dame and at tended school 

for two years in 1953. and 1934. In his sophomore year his mo ther 

died suddenly. Upon receipt of a telegram from home, Paul was able 

to fly home to attend the funeral services. He flew back to South 

Bend and completed his sophomore year. 

He never returned to school after that. He had a younger si ster 

v/ho was still in grammar school. In order to suppDfrt her he worked 

as a gas station attendant and later became the book keep er of the 

concern and was earning $150 a month'. He started at $100 a month. 

He complained of nuritis, as a result of working on his feet all day 

on a cement floor. 

He evacuated to Santa Anita with the downtown Los Angel es group. 

During his four months stay there he did not work at all, declar ing 

that he was physically unable to woj?k. In the early part of S ep-

tember he relocated at H e a r t Mountain."Assembly Center. Here he did 

work in the employment office. About the end of June he rese ttled 

in Chicago. ^ . 

Paul has had rather an unfortunate life. When he was about 8 

years old his father was killed in an accident. The insuran ce com-
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pany agreed ,o pay him a certain amount of mon4y until h e became 

21 years of ar; (e'. The fund-was turned over to his uncle. Unfortu-

nately the money in his magazine publishing business 

which later went broke.- Paul was never able to .collec t from his 

uncle . 

After his father died his mother was also receiving a mon thly 

sum from the insurance company however, this was discontin ued -hen 

she married a^ain. She had a daughter by the second marriag e. The 

daughter is now with relatives in ffapan, having gone there in 1958 . 

The second husband also died. 

Because two of her husbands-had died Paul's mother did not want 

to wish any bad luck on a third husband she never legally m arried 

her third husband, although it was commonly known in the co mmunity 

that they were man,and wife. The third husband is in Hear t Mountain. 



Free Association: Ernie Takahashi 
Oct. 17, 1945 
Suski 

"I think our family is pretty well adjusted. All except on e 

sister and the family of one brother are nov/ out of camp. My 

parents, George and his family, Henry and his family an d Joe are 

all living together in a 10-room house on '¿he southside. 

"Pooling out income together, which amounts to about 50 0 a « 

week,  \re0f  were able to buy this house. George, Henry^gBBi and 

his wife, Barbara, Joe and myself are working. e all pay to  ard 

household expenses and for the house according to the siz e of 

our incone. 

"V/e sent for part of our furniture. We had three homes on 

the coast. ,7e took out all of the furniture from one house and 

rented it out unfurnished. e also sold one house,  !e  sent for 

our furniture through Beacon's and they came hero in very good 

shape, including a piano. If we had known how well they wer e 

packed, we would have sent for Barbara's grand piano inst ead of 

the upright. It took two months for our furniture  to  come, start-

ing from the initial negotiations and from the time it arri ve:" . 

"The upstairs of our house is exclusively the living qua rter;: 

and if anyone wants privacy he or she can just go to hi s or her 

own room. V/e have a large dining room on the ground flo or which 

can be used as a study or work« 

"My parents are fairly we .1 adjusted. My father likes t o 

work in the garden, puttering around. He says the groun d isn't as 

good as that of California for a lot of things won't grow as easily, 

however, he has fun'with his hobby. Lly mother goes to t he two 

Quaker churches in our vicinity twice a week. She is get ting well 

acquainted with the people there. Both of them seem to li ke it 
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out here and find things to do to keep them occupied. 

"Barbara Joined the Parents-Teachers group. ohe found a job 

in the public health work and is enjoying her work. H er two 

daughters, 11 and 9, like their school and manage to occupy  them-

selves while their mother is gone. 

"I had a good job offer in my field {optometry and lens 

factory) but couldn't take it because of the Joint Board clearance 

which I lacked. I sent letters, wires and got all kinds of r e-

commendations for the last three months but haven't go t my clear-

ance yet. I had to turn  Com that job. My brother Joe, who doesn't 

need his clearance, got it without even applying for it. "l aybe 

they figure that the people who apply for it are the ones th at 

have to be thoroughly nvest  ...gated  in order to get that clearance. 



î ree Association: Kimiko Mukaye 
Suski 

Oct, 10, 1945 

"When we- have socials in Chicago, it's going to be progra m 

dances. I'm not going to have the kind of dances we've had i n 

Denver where all the girls sit on one end of the room and the boys 

on the odsher. I want to see all of the girls dancing. I do n't 

want to have any more of those dances where a few of the girls 

dance all the time and the majority  of  them sitting (  out all through 

the evening• 

"I would like to see that the boys comp properly dress ed 

to these dances. No more'T-shirts, loud Hawaiian shirts a nd zoot 

suiters. As long as we get the boys started in wearing clean and 

neat clothes, a coat or a jacket and a tie to these socials,  they 

will be used to it and come properly dressed in the future. 

"Back in Denver the .boys got off to a bad start. They come 

in all kinds of clothes and now it's too late to change t hem. We 

had rowdy boys who came drunk. We donft permit any drink in inside 

the building but we can't stop- them from drinking outside . Their 

manners are really atrocious. They talk bacl£ and won't  mind what 
i 

we tell them. u 

Miss\ Mukaye is a National YWCA staff worker who Was stati oned 

at Denver. At the request of the Chicago YWCA she has been l oaned -

to the local  I! Y,! . She plans to stay-in Chicago until the end of the 

year. At present she is working to get the nisei girls int o the 

different business girls clubs of the T. ; CA in the various  ir Yn centers 

of this city. She says that the nisei girls will not organi ze their 

own clubs but will try to join the Caucasian groups. 



Free Association: Kimiko Mukaye 
Su ski 

Oct. iO, 1943 

"The National YWCA closed its office in Denver, however, the 

Denver YWCA is continuing with its weekly socials at t he  ; 'Y ,! .  Mrs. 

Amy miura, formerly of San Francisco, is still there ca rrying on her 

work with the "Y". 
\ 

"Yes, we have our share of *zoot suiters' in Denver. V.'e  have" 

that rowdy bunch of downtown Los Angeles boys. You see th em hanging 

around the tmeshiyas' 1 and pool halls on Larimer street. A number of 

them  mmtste  don't seem to be working. They talk out loud in a mix-

ture of Japanese and English, just as they did in the pre-wa r 

days, not caring who hears them. 

"Hundreds of these boys and a lot of service men attend th ese 

weekly dances which are held at the Denver YWCA on Thur sday nights. 

At these socials the girls sit at one end of ..the room a nd the boys 

on the other side* Only a few of the girls dance and thos e who do 

dance are cut in a great many times during the evening Tbh t the ma-

jority of the lesser good looking girls sit out for th e greater 

part of the evening. There is "no v/ay of .getting the boy s to dance 

with the less popular girls. 

"The nisei boys, not all of them, talk in loud, profane lan-

guage. Tf they were taught any kind of manners or etiqu ette at 

home, they certainly must have forgotten them. It certa inly is 

disgusting how some of these nisei boys can be so ill-man nered. 

"V/e have our trouble with the kibei boys too. One of them 

was sitting in the lounge with some nisei girls. He had " his"hat on ' 

so I said to him, 'If you're'planning to stay here will you p lease 

remove your hat.' He stared at me. and mumbled something " in Japanese 

but I did hear him say,  ' Ano,  namaiki no yatsu'. Then I heard him 
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say, 'I'll remember you for this', and I replied to.him, ' You 

can't scare me with that kind of talk'. :'e have to be toug h% with 

these -kibei, 

>:"  A number of these kibei boys are teaching Japanese to th e 

Navs.l Intelligence men at Boulder. Heretofore they had m enial jobs ' 

back home, however, they were boosted to the rani: of c ollege in-

structors and consequently their ego was inflated sky hi gh and now 

they have a pendency to look down upon the nisei. 

;; A11 the nisei seem to look forward to these weekly socia ls. 

There is a nominal charge in order to defray expenses. The largest 

amount ever charged at these socials was 1.50 per coup le, a New 

Year's Jve dance. 

"V/e have a number of service men attend our socials. A gr eat 

majority of them are soldiers visiting their families i n the relo-

cation centers and arrange to stop in Denver either o n their way to 

or from the center to make the dance. 

"^any of these boys meet new girls and try to date them af ter 

the dance. I had one boy c8-11" me up on the following day  and say, 

'Can you give me Jane's telephone number?' I asked for he r last 

name but he said that he didn't know what it was. Then he sai d, 

'She's from Reno'. But told told him that I knew two Janes an d both 

from Reno. I was waiting for him to say, 'the good looking o ne,' 

and I was ready to reply, 'they're both good looking'. 'However, 

he said, 'I guess I don't know what girl I ;ant'. 

"There are a lot of nisei and kibei who think they're better 

than the others, especially those who are teaching Japane se to the 

Naval Intelligence men at Boulder. Some of instructor s had menial' 

jobs on the coast but due to the fact that they were abl e to read 
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and writ© Japanese, they were able to get a teaching job which 

gave them an air o'f superiority. Wives of these instruc tors now 

class themselves with the upper crust and will not even associate 

with the ordinary working people. 

"One of the women whose husband was in the wholesale produ ce 

business back home, owned their own home and had two car s, a Buick 

for the family car and a Fiat for her own personal use, t ook a job 

as hostess in the dining hall on the campus. Immediately sh e was 

classed with the laboring group and.her friends of Los A ngeles, 

now wives of instructors, refused to associate with her. Naturally 

she re ented this and quit her job. She is now staying hom e as a 

housewife, taking care of her two children. She said, 'I magine, 

they were my friends back in Los Angeles and now look at t hemi ' 

"The wives of the Japanese language teachers have organ ized a 

club of their own, a social organization. ..They stated specifically 

that as wives of college instructors they did not want t o be mis-

taken fis waitresses and other workers on the campus. They who used 

to think the 'hakujins 1 were terrible for discriminating against 

the Japanese, have turned right aroUnd and created a cla ss distinc-

tion, terming themselves above the ordinary working peop le who have 

honest jobs on the campus. 

"tfot all of the wives are like that. Some of them who are more 

democratic, refuse to join these organizations for wiv es  which  spend 

most of their time in visiting one another and passing o n the latest 
// 

gossip. 



Committee Meeting to discuss Need for Nisei Socials 
Oct. 22, 1943 
Suski 

Receiving many reports that nisei in Chicago desired s ocials 

and receiving various requests in helping to arrange such s ocials, 

Ralph Smeltzer, head of the Brethrens' hostel called a me eting of 

nisei from all parts of the city and representatives of the 

Caucasian groups interested in integration of nisei into the 

general society of Chicago. The dinner meeting was held  at the 

YMCA cafeteria at 19 S. LaSalle on Friday evening, Oct. 22 . 

Among those present were Kimi Mukaye of the YWCA, Dr. 

T.T. Yatabe of the JACL, Mrs. Chiyo Izumi, Hideo Hashimot o who 

is a full time worker for the United Ministry, Dixie Ishida  and 

Jean Shintani who have resided in Chicago for several ye ars, 

Dick Suzuki who is a student at Northwestern University  Theolo-

gical Seminary and Hideo Sasaki, Roy Marubayashi, Virg inia 
Togo Tanaka 

Asaka, Mirry Miyake, Esther Naito, Akira Hara/and Louise S uski 

among other nisei. The Caucasians present were Bill McKe e of 

the Friends and various members of the F.O.R. 

In assuming chairmaship of the meeting Smeltzer said, 

"This meeting was called to plan socials where nisei can m eet 

Caucasians. We all realize that the need for socials is no-

ticeable, socials where nisei can find social expressi on. In 

the past eight months 3500 nisei have come to Chicago and that 

does create a social problem. The Caucasian organization s will 

not integrate them into their groups. There have been some 

all-nisei affairs. Many feel that these socials should be on 

the 50-50 basis, that is, half nisei and half Caucasians . There 
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is a need for social outlet for the resettles. Social lif e for 

them should he on the mixed basis and not segregated. ^ 

"These are some of the questions which must be answered 

by this committee: How can this be best done? How can th ey make 

Caucasian acquaintances? How can the nisei make their way i nto 

Caucasian society and find their place in society? How and o n 

what basis can they be organized? Are such organizations as the 

YMCA, YWCA, churches and other groups functioning as they are in 

the city, sufficient for the nisei? If no, what should we d o? 

Should the YM, YW, churches, F.O.R. and other groups join tly 

sponsor affairs? 

"No successful attempts have been made to try to put on 

a big scale these inter-social affairs. Tonight we are going to 

pick committees to plan these socials. I am in favor of d oing 

something such as an inter-organization affair. We as a gr oup 

are in a perfect position to take action." 

With this kind of introduction by Smeltzer, it seemed to 

me that it was already decided to sponsor joint socials an d that 

this meeting was called to make out plans for socials to take 

care of the needs of the nisei in the different part of the c ity. 

Smelzter asked Kimi Mukaye if she knew what the YMCA was 
* 

doing in the matter of social outlet for the nisei. She repli ed 

that Mr. Shedd of the YMCA was calling a meeting on Wednes day 

night and she believed that he was calling nisei on his s taff 

and area to plan small-parties. She thought he was think ing in 

terms of 20*s and 30*s. 

Roger Axford of the F.O.R. declared that "nisei should 
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work through the normal channels of social life and if t hey are 

not meeting Caucasians through the normal channels, then is the 

leadership satisfying? There must be mutual understand ing. 

McKee of Friends said, "I do feel there are two opinions 

to be taken up; to talk on what need is being met by existin g 

group and #o see what's in the picture and see what is neede d." 

Kimi Mukaye was asked what the YWCA was doing £or the 

nisei. She said, "The YWCA hasn't done much. No effort has bee n 

made to have socials of any kind. As a group nothing has b een 

done." 

Esther Naito told of all-nisei socials she had heard of. 

"Two were held that I know of, one privately and the othe r through 

the *Y' some time ago. There was forced association at the fi rst 

social so it was unsuscessful. The last one at the 'Y' found 

about 50 present of which six were Caucasians. The Caucas ians 

came from the 'Y'." 

Axford said that the churches had the advantage in not 

having the problem of established nisei but they have diff iculty 

with the already established nisei. He told of mixed soc ials 

held in Denver. He said, "The F.O.R. had several parties. T hey 

were "invitational and there was equal representation. Ther e was 

nothing forced aboutiit. Twice we had about 300 people pr esent. 

We had folk dancing and dancing as well as other activiti es." 
py 

Hideo Hashimoto said, "We should Atry anything artificially. 

There are some nisei attending our church and they sing in the 

choir and teach Sunday School. There is no community life. 

There are cliques and it's hard to welcome the people." 

Emily Morgan of the F.O.R. said, "Some go with the idea 

that they won't see each other again. They whould  got  w;  t»h  t:...e 
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idea to see and know each other." 

Axford said, "They should recognize between primary and 

secondary contacts. Don't look for secondary friends. 

Janice JeHsen, who attended the meeting as a visitor but 

who found herself interested in the joint socials said, " We 

should organize people according to their interests. Do n't shake 

hands aimlessly and whip up sudden friendships. I'd like  to attend 

singing, painting, reading and do things together and sies dis-

cuss things. Friendships should grow gradually. Are there any 

such affairs? Has anybody made any survey of how many ha ve in-

tegrated? 

Smeltzer asked if the nisei in the city were getting 

adequate social expression. Dixie Ishida said, "If the re's going 

to be dancing, throw some good ones." 

Smeltzer added,  tf If were having socials, they should have 

lasting values. Have the organizations been doing the work 

adequately?" 

Among| the views expressed by various individuals wer e 

that the nisei were timid so this should be taken into consid er-

ation in the matter of invitations; that the 'Y' groups  and 

other social agencies set up 50-50 committees to arrange 5 0-50 

socials; that special affairs were needed to meet the em ergency; 

that these affairs not be thought as permanent events; th at the 

various organizations provide adequate social expression and 

invite nisei but they don't respond. 

Akira Kara, who, has gone into his neighboring church an d 

become a part of it was asked to tell of his relations. He said, 

"My case may be different. I live in a community fchere there are 
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few Japanese. My relationship at work is on a business b asis. 

My social relationship is sought through the Oak Park Baptist 

Church. H I have attended their socials . On Wednesdays I 

attend interest groups after which we have discussions. On Sun-

day nights I attend fellowship meeting and one time I gave a 10 

minute speech. I have gone to their socials as well as bow ling. 

I have made several friends but I don't know whether they  will 

develop into primary friends." 

Dr. Yatabe's comment to this was that the majority of 

nisei are not attending fchurch here. 

Dixie Ishida said that the typical nisei "land jobs through 

the hostel or the WRA, spend six months looking for housing and 

their social contacts include meeting friends from back home. The 

rest of the time they go to picture shows. 

Another nisei comment was that "many people work long 

hours. Two or three live together and cook their own meals. The y 

repeat this six days a week. Many have little time for soci al 

activities." 

One of the Caucasian women said, "That is true of many 

Caucasians. My friends are in the Army or in defense work and I 

don't see much of them." 

Smeltzer brought back the subject of socials again and 

said, "Let us think in terms of what kind of affair we w ant and 

in what section of the city? What organizations can we cal l upon 

to help with these socials?" 

It was reported that the Hyde Park area was holding a 

meeting tonight (Oct. 22) and they were planning to do s omething 

for the nisei. It was agreed that this committee should cooper-
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ate. 

"What age group do you want to ifc hit?" asked Akira Hara . 

Esther Naito said, "You can't divide the nisei into gro ups. 

The nisei will have to get together first and then get to gether 

with the Caucasians later." 

Mrs. Izumi was in favor of having mixed socials and then 

at that time announce about the different interest group s and 

get the nisei to take their choice. "Start with sma ll groups in 

the churches and other groups and develop into inter-soc ial 

p a r t i e s . T h e University group have little difficulty an d they 

seem to mix well." 

Smeltzer said, "We need committees in three areas. We 

should have mixed committees and give socials at a stra tegic 

time and place." 

"You don't have to worry about integration if they have a 

good time" was one comment. 

"What is the difference between the nisei from other youn g 

people? None." said Smeltzer. 

Dixie Ishida said that the average nisei who come out of 

camp were bashful. Dr. Yatabe said, "Those of us who were i n 

camps can't express our feeling after we get out." 

"There's something free inside. It takes six months to 

get over," added Ishida. 

George Houser proposed that parties be held in certain 

sections. 

Smeltzer said that these parties should be small but ha ve 

several of them. He related his experience with the "Esqui res", 

a group of boys who have been orgaaized as a gang from San Pedro. 
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These boys asked Smeltzer to recommend a hall where they c ould 

arrange a dance and charge admission. They had already a rranged 

for an orchestra. 

It was reported that the Hull House, Benton House were 

among those which offered their facilities to the nisei. McKee 

reported that the nisei went to see Mr. B. who is in ch arge of 

one of these houses and they found that the houses were prett y 

full with their own programs. Some one remarked that the  Esquires 

had never gone to a mixed affair in Chicago. 

Esther Naito told of a group of 40 nisei who held 

beach parties in the summer and now this group desire t o hold a 

dance. "I think it can be done," was Smeltzer*s answer to t his. 

McKee suggested that this group get in touch with the oth er 

group and hold the social together. "We know the the nis ei group 

and church institutions are ready to do something so why can't 

we get these two groups together? We know Mr. Ballard, Mr. Shedd 

and several others will help them if we talk to them." 

At Houser's suggestion that the city be divided into area s 

and socials be held, Virginia Asaka added, "Have the affair s on 

the same night.  At  the St. James church where John Mori held his 

dance there were gate crashers. The 'Y' invited 150 people 

to their social and there were 200 nisei and 10 Caucasians." By 

having socials on the same night in different areas, it wa s. 

believed that there would be less gate crashers. It was su g-

gested that the people be limited to their own sections and that 

the socials be 50-50 and each person bring a date. Eac h parties 

are to be small. The two primary purposes«# of the socials ar e 

(1) to have a good time, and (2) to make primary friendship s. 
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The problem is now to get enough Caucasians and keeping them d own 

to attending these socials. It was decided tn  -lITfrp  lave the ¿a three 

committees decide on how to issue the invitations , what k ind of 

socials to be held and how to get the 50-50 people out. 

It was revealed th;.t the United Ministry has a  flfflr  file of 

all nisei lasted in the 75 areas of the city. 

Someone commented that one affair was not going to cover the 

need of all nisei in the city. 

Dr. Yatabe brought up the question, "Who's going to finance 

these socials?" 

Houser said that the cooperating organization would be r es-
scovery 

ponsible and that they could charge a small fee to ^Npw'i he 

expenses. 

Bill McKee said, "It's difficult to get the native Chicagoa ns 

out. They are not available and it's going to be hard to get 

enough of them out to these socials. That means we will be fo rced 

to have smaller groups and may ghrow the group out of balance. 

Many organizations are ready to.  fetes*  take the nisei in. We go to 

the Hyde Park "Y" and speak to the secretary and state our prob-

lems and if would be willing to have socials with ni sei in 

that area. They say that they have organized something out t here. 

If Hyde Park is doing something, let's do something in ano ther 

part of the city. 

Smeltzer was in favor of getting a committee to pland and 

execute those plans. Houser said that he could contact th e United 

Presbyterian Church in the south side and try to get all 15 groups 

in that area to jointly sponsor something. He suggest ed that the 

city be divided into three areas and have three committee mee t 
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separately ahd have a broader representation. Smeltzer ad ded that 

we should get people who were willing to work as the job was more 

important than representation. 

These three committees are to otmfrc decide how to contact 

the people and when they will $eet again as a whole com mittee. 

The three committees are to be 50-50 committees to spons or 50-50 

parties designed for good time and lasting friendship. T hey are 

to be normal as possible and there should be no artificiality. 

Invitations are to be limited and try to resell nisei most b ored. 

The next meeting of the entire committees is to be held on 

Nov. 12 at the La Salfe YMCA cafeteria at 6 p.m. Roger A xford, who 

was elected general chairman, is to preside. 

The three committees then held their respective committee 

meetings to decide on the personnel of the committee and ge neral 

plans for their respective socials. At the Nov. 12 meeting these 

oommittees are to report on their progress and on the socia ls if 

any are held. 



South Side Sub-Committee meeting 
Oct. 22, 1945 
Suski 

Jean Houser was chosen chairman of the South Side sub-

committee which mefc immediately after the general meet ing. 

It was decided that all churches and organizations on the 

south side would be contacted to see what they had plann ed or 

done toward activities for the nisei. Among the groups to be con-

tacted are the Hyde Park "Y", Concord Co-op, First Pre sbyterian 

Church, South Congregational Church, South side F.O.R. and Mid-

west F.O.R. Reports of these contacts are to be made at th e next 

meeting of the sub-committee to be held at the La Salle St. YMCA 

cafeteria on Saturday, Oct. 30, at 12 noon. 

All socials to be sponsored by this group will be 50-50 

socials. It will be invitational. All committee members a re to 

submit names to the committee which will issue invitation s. 
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Oct. 21,  1943 

Hie nisei in Chicago need and desire socials was the 

concensus of .opinion at a small meeting called by iiimi  iukaye, 

Y-.JA secretary ac a  souths id?  YV/G.i hall  '  on ihursday  evening, 

Oct.  21.  Among those present .ere Lary Lucy  Uakamura,  formerly 

of Yakima  Valley; i.Irs.  Dorothy  Bab  a,  formerly of Otockton; --ay 

Mori oka and  I  rs.  Fumi  Hos: .iyama,  both of the San Francisco Bay 

area, ancL Louise Suski, formerly of Los  /alleles. 

The discus si,n of the evening centered around the leisure 

time  and. ho?;  it as spent. Lost of them stayed h :;:ie practically 

every night . 

-irs.  Bab a  said,  "Ky husband and I stay home ali.iost every 

night ,  with the exception of a movie now and  then.  On Sundays 

e like to visit our friends. lay husband joes to night s chool 

so that takes care of many of the evenings . 

Lliss ILikaye said that she '.'/anted to encourage .'.-he girls 

and married women to take advantage of th various activi ies on 

the program of the YW3A a 59 Monroe  St.  in the  Loop.  "Transpor-

tation facilities are pretty good for the women on the s.ut h 

si.de and so they come down t'o the  Loop.  Consequently the  i! Y" 

on the. south^ide has no gym nor other facilities outsi de of 

this hall and one in the Hyde lark -district for meetings of 
J*  -

the  high  school age  girls."  She urged all those present at 

this meeting to come to the downtown ' and see the diffe rent 

activities- open to the  -omen.  Choral  singing,  folk  dancing, 

crafts and many different subjects a *e being conducted  there. 

'How many of you  J  have gone to churches in- your area? 

asked 1-iss IIukaye . 
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It was discovered that I was the only one going to church 

regularly. I attend the  St.  Ambrose Catholic Church which is 

4-|- blocks from where I  live.  May Morioka said,  !i Some of us have 

been planning to attend services at the  p  Presbyterian church on 

64til Street one of these days." 

"Do you think there is a need for socials on the south 

side?" asked Miss Kukaye . 

I told them that I had not attended any of the socials 

held in Chicago so far, however, I thought that the nisei  really' 

want aocials as they work six days a week and have not soc ial 

outlet.  They either go visit friends or go to shows, some of 

them ;;o to the Aragon or the Trianon to dance, but the nis ei 

would  ^ o M t o  to almost any distance to attend a  social. 

"Judging from the crowd that attended the recent tea hel d 

at the Y..JA, there nisei want socials," said Lay" Uorioka. A s 

long  as"  we can keep the zoot suiters out, I am i-n favor of these 

socials . 

La^yLucy  ITeka:  iura arrived late but she voiced her opinions 

in favor of  socials.  "How big of an area do you intend to 

include at a southside social? she asled. 

It was agreed that the south end would be unlimited but 

the north* end of the  39a  area would "be up to  i*sr  Uoosevelt 

Road. 

The agreement was to hold-socials once a month at- the Y CA 

hall located on the second floor of the building at 37 45' Stony 

Island. The hall is about 80 by 60 feet. It was estimated 

that the hall would hold about 100 persons. _ Admittance to the 

first social will be by invitation  only.  All persons attending 
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are to turn in names of people they know who are residing  in 

the south side. Then at the second social only a small pe r- • 

centage. of those attending the first social will be invite e 

again while the majority will be new persons. In the fut ure 

it is the plan of the YWCp to ho I'd socials on the north sid e 

and west side on the same evening in order that the nise i would 

attend socials held in their  mm respective areas. 

The five persons attending this first meeting are to fo rm 

the planning committee for the south side social. Th e date 

and other details will be brought up at the next commit tee meet 

in.; to be called by Miss .ukaye. 

These five persons were picked at random b;y Miss Muk aye 

from a group of women whom she knew were residing in the so uth 

side. She tried, to pick them from various localities. 



Free Association: Y.iCA meeting 
Oct. 21, 1945 

Limi Liukaye: Many nisei -iris are terribly'lonesome b ut 

some of them don't dare go out at all. They are scared of co ming 

up against some unpleasant incidents. I've asked one gi rl whe-

ther she knew of any incident which has actually occurre d and 

this girl could not name a single  one.  I told this girl that it 

wouldn't do her any good to feel that way, that she was just 

leading herself into a nervous' brea&down. I told her tha t she 

had to come out and make new friends and get herself inter e. ted 

: n something. 

Fumi Hoshiyama: Kiku Eato told me that some nisei girls are 

so lonesome that they pick up anybody. Some of them ev en pick 

up soldiers. 

When questioned further on this subject Hhxmi Hoshiyam a 

said: They pick them up and go to rooms  in  the YTICA. 

I'limi liukaye :  How can the iris take men to their rooi s 

'when they have matrons on each floor? 

Fumi Hoshiyama: I don't know, but that's what Urn told  e. 

From one of the boys who. used to live at the V/abash YMCA 

Hotel, I heard that t'he "Y ,?  has a certain floor for single men, 

another floor for single women and another floor for fam ilies. 

He said that the boys can take the elevator to the roof ga rden 

and then walk down the stairs to the  floor*  for women. Perhaps 

this is how. the iris can take the boys to their rooms. 

Then the subject turned to the question of nisei and their 

bad manners. Kimi Mukaye .told us about the following int erest-

ing occurrences'. 
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"That day the YWCA gave a tea for me on Oct. 4 I saw a group 

of 'zoot suiters 1 in front of the building. One of them asked 

me, 'Is there going to be dancing? 1 I said, 'I believe so. 1 

Then one of them said, 'Can we go in like this?' 

"I noticed that some of them were not even  Y/earing coats or 

jackets, let alone a tie. I frold them that I thought it may be 

all right this time but I said, 'Neakt time I think you' d better 

wear coats and put on ties before coming here for any soc ial 

gatherings. 1 

"At this tea I noticed that so many nisei were so glad to 

see their friends, especially those they did not even dr eam 

would be here in Chicago. You know, several people have tol d me 

after the tea that they were so sorry not to have met me at th e 

tea. Most of these people told me, 'I was so busy greeting my 

friends that I didn't have time to say anything to you at £our 

tea'. 

"That tea was the noisiest place. Everybody was talking a t 

once. I heard comments that the nisei wish they would h old more 

social gatherings where they could meet their friends. A s a con-

sequence of this tea, I think the general consensus of opinion 

v/as that such socials were desired by the nisei. 

"At future socials I would like to see the nisei better 

mannered. When there's dancing I would like to see all of the 

girls dancing and not have a few -girls dancing all the time and 

the majority sitting out. I'm going to try to have pro gram 

dances in order to see that all the girls get to dance. I would 

like to see the nisei have a few good manners so we won't b e 

ashamed of them any place. They've acquired so many bad habits 
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and manners in camp that it's.going to be a long time befor e they 

can iinprove for the better. It's going to be a problem but i t's 

got to be done." 

Then she told us about the couple she knew up  in  Harrington 

who worked as  a  domestic. "The Caucasians ./ho hired this couple 

seemed very pleased with them at first sight. When the Am erican 

lady asked the hired man to wear a white coat when he act ed as a 

butler, he refused,  ^e  compromised by wearing a white turtle 

neck sweater. When his wife was asked to do certain things she 

did not like to do, she absolutely refused to do  it.  She wanted 

to run the house the Ymy she wanted and not the way her empl oyer 

wanted. Being a very talkative lady, the Japanese woman m ade 

oomments on various things all the time. One day she told  her 

employer (the husband) "You talk too much," right to his fa ce. 

"Then  I  heard of another domestic in the suburbs of Chicago. 

One of this nisei girl's duty was to take care of the cou p&e's 

baby. One ni.Jit the employers returned from a dinner party a nd 

found the baby all alone ana no nisei girl in sight. The do-

mestic had left the sleeping baby and gone out with her friend s. 

Some of these domestics do not realize that they have certai n 

responsibilities when they work in a home, '•'•'hey for get that 

their time in not their own and when they are supposed to do 

certain duties, they should do it. Anything could have happened 

to that baby durin,;. that nisei girl's absence. Eviden tly she 

did not realize that the baby's well-being and safety h ad been 

entrusted to her-during, the parents' absence. 

"Some nisei girls who work as domestics are so timid that 

they are afraid to  toitf» complain to their employers 
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and try to get some misunderstandings smoothed out. One ni sei 

girl working as a domestic didn't like her job and want ed to 

ie¥e-£e  leave for another domestic job which paid better. Instead 

of telling her employer that she wanted to leave and the reasons 

why, she said that her mother was ill and she had to gon e back 

home. Naturally- the employer was sympathetic and wante d to know 

if there was anything she could do. The  girlf  politely refused 

and said that she didn't think she would return to her job again. 

This girl went to work immediately as a domestic a few block s 

away from her previous employment. One day she acciden tly bumped 

into her former employer and she had a hard time explaini ng about 

her current work as a domestic for another couple. It would have 

been a simple matter to discuss the dislikes and disadvan tages of 

the work and in all probability the employer will chance th ings. 

If not, the giil can easily say that she must quit beca use she 

does not care for the working conditions. All this can be don e 

politely and without irritation to either party. But when the 

girl backs out of her job with a false story, that's what makes 

the Caucasians distrust the nisei. 

"Going back  t o  the subject of nisei manners, a Caucasian 

friend of mine who is interested in the integration of ni sei into 

the general community life, told me of one visit she mad e to a 

nisei couple's home.. It was after dinner and the couple were, 

in the living room. .My goodness, 'but the husband had his  shoes 

off and his suspender straps were off his shoulders. He di dn't 

even excuse himself or put on shoes or slippers. He ju st walked 

around in his stocking feet. It is these little things whi ch the 

Caucasians notice. Little thihgs like that make either a good or 
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bad impressions. 

"I visited a Negro church one Sunday. I had an occasion  to 

ask the Negro young people whether they objected to havin g nisei 

attend their services and join their groups. They got a bi g kick 

out of the question and laughed. 'Why should we kick if t he 

Japanese young' people come to our services?'" 

With this the informal meeting came to a close. 



Special Meeting called to discuss Nisei Socials 
Oct. 25, 1943 
Suski 

Hearing reports that if socials were held for a mixed nis ei-

Caucasian group, it may lead to some good, but on the othe r hand, it 

may lead to further segregation and disaster for the nis ei in the 

long run, Ralph Smeltzer called a special meeting of the com mittee 

which met on Friday to discuss socials to reconsider seve ral points 

which were omi|itted at the previous meeting. A good repres entation 

was seen at. this second meeting which was also held at th e La Salle 

YMCA cafeteria on Monday, Oct. 35, 1943. 

Among those present from the previous meeting were Roge r 

Axford, chairman of the committee, Ralph Smeltzer of th e Brethren*s 

Hostel who called the meeting, Virginia ^saka, Mirry Miya ke, Esther 

Naito, Jean Shintani, Bill McKee, George Iiouser, Hideo Hashimoto, 

Emily Morgan and Louise Suski. Among those present for t he first 

time were Roy Smith of the Church Federation, Merrill Inyar d of 

the YMCA, Harriett Yarrow of the Church Federation and Mr s. 

Smeltzer. 

Smeltzer, who presided over the meeting at first, announ ced 

the the friends had released Bill McKee to work full ti me for two 

week for the integration program. He gave the following re asons 

for reconsideration of the plan of hold 50-50 socials: 

"1. All the facts were not .presented; 2, perhaps the nee d for 

special social affairs is not great; 3. several at that meeting on 

Friday did not speak up; 4. some committee members have c hanged 

their minds on the $ethod of reachihg integration object ives; 5. 

we must consider every phase that is important for the futur e of 

the nisei; 6. we must be consistent as possible toward our goal, 
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integrati  on."  He then gave the chairmanship over to Axford who 

called for any expressions from thos present. 

Charlie Kikuchi spoke first. His opinion was that "the se 

parties are sponsored to create friendship but it will ev entually 

result in a nisei society. Why should we have special nee ds?" He 

said that Chicago was different from Detroit, St. Louis, Cleveland, 

Denver and Salt Laeke City. These cities too have the same  ob-

jectives of integration but their socials have degenerat ed into 
v groundy 

tneir own group and now there is a barrier. "Not enough work 

is laid. Not enough Caucasians will come to these socials. We just 

maKe superficial contacts at these socials. If integrat ion is our 

goal, we should be consistent. The nisei haven 1t broadened their 
cultural side. War has changed life. The nisei have last c ontact, 

suffered __ 

We have^pi l through evacuation. This committee should p robe all 

phases of the question first. This committee won't keep ot her 

groups from being organized. 

"What were the reasons for relocating? Their friends wer e 

out here, there were some good job offers. Now if you have par ties 

those who come will be those who don't need contacts. Those who 

come will be there with the idea of meeting other nisei." 

Axford asked each person present to give his or her op inions 

on the matter. 

Mirry Miyake-said, "Those who stay away will come to meet 

other nisei. I heard of a dance which is being planned for No v. 

20, by a group of nisei. They will charge $1.50 per couple. " 

Kikuchi added, "The nisei should remain as inconspicuou s as 

possible. As the war progresses the fefcling against the nisei 

will increase." 
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Smeltzer then asked, "Do you think that by not having any 

socials, we can integrate any individuals?" 

Kikuchi related the experience of the Japanese Students 

Club at Berkeley. He said, "Before the war, at the Univ ersity of 

California a Japanese Students Club was set up to promot e nisei 

going into other activities. The nisei had a student body  within a 

student body as a result. In the smaller colleges the ni sei are 

forced to participate in various campus activities. We w ant to be 

treated as individuals and not as a minority. We live under a de-

mocratic principle." 

At this point Hideo Hashi#otojwanted to add something abou t 

the students at the University of Michigan. He said, "I wan t to 

add at at Ann Arbor the Japanese students started a 50-50 club . 

Andrew Kuroda who helped to organize the group said to Hi deo Tanabe, 

'I just can't break it up', indicating that the nisei segre gated 

themselves in the end. There was no transitional stage because 

they could not solidify the group. Friday night*s commi ttee meet-

ing the people were railroaded.• Some of us felt that the 50-50 

parties were wrong. It was pointed out that as integr ation was 

established then the groups would get the nisei into the ir 

organizations. For example, the Caucasians are not ready to take 

them in. Some groups are holding socials, they said, 'Why sh ould 

we keep them apart. .Let them have their own party.' The Chur ch 

Federation is sold on integration - ." 

George Houser said that nothing special was set up but"w e're 

going to be shot in the arm. We've got to take various organiz a-

tions to take the into into their group." 

In reviewing last Friday's meeting, Virginia Asaka sai d, "We 
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assumed a lot of things at the last meeting. W e assumed that we 

needed socials for the nisei. With that we planned, will w e meet 

that need? How will be get them into the integration pro gram? 

That's what I'd like to hear answered." 

Esther Naito's opinion was that "there was a need for soc ial 

life but there was an unwillingness on the part of the nise i to 

integrate". 

Louise Suski was called upon next. She said, "The nisei hav e 

been thinking about socials when they were back home befor e the war. 

They worked hard during the week and went to the socials held over 

the week-end. That's all they seemed to work for. Then when they 

went to the assembly centers and relocation centers, i t was the same 

thing over again only socials were held oitener. Now these nis ei 

have come out to Chicago and they still want to carry out the same 

idea of having socials or going to socials every week. Th ey forget 

that this is war time and we shouldn't be thinking so much  about 

socials. The older nisei don't crave for socials like th e younger 

ones. They can find other things to keep them busy but the younger 

nisei are the ones who are eager for socials? If the nisei ca n 

study, join interest groups and help to better themse lves cultur-

ally, it will be better for them in the long run." 

To this Smeltzer commented, "Louise's opinion bring ano ther 

important point up, marriage. The nisei desire to meet pe rsons 

of the opposite sex." 

Kikuchi added, "¿/lore fellows will come to these socials. Th e 

majority of evacuees are males out here. This may make fr ustration 

greater. Socials and the draft create another situation ! The more 

popular and prettier girls are going steady." 
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When asked about her opinions, Jean Shintani said, "I con sider 

myself an outsider. I've been here since 1928. Many nisei have 

come over. I've had discussions with them but I just can't under-

stand Why they feel the way they do." 

To that Kikuchi said, "The anti-oriental feeling gave t hem 

an escapist idea." 

Jean continued, "I visited Southern California one year and 

when I wanted to take my friends to eat at the Brown Derby  they said 

that they would rather eat in Japanese town because they claim ed 

that there was too much anti-Japanese fefcling in the Amer ican res-

taurants and other places." She also related that a group  of nisei 

wanted her to organize a bowling league. She said that there was 

a group which monopolize the bowling alley on Saturday f lights and 

the manager finally told them that they could have only h alf of the 

place. The boys asked the manager if they could organize a league 

cind they were referred to Jean. Jean said that she was s talling 

the boys off because she didn't know whether it was wise to ha ve an 

all-Japanese league or not. She has to give them an an swer soon. 

Hideo Hashimoto said, "We are beginning to wonder if there is 

not another approach to integration. We comprised. The best way 

is thru the normal channels. It will not be a betrayal to th e 

Friday group if we push the program thru the normal channe ls. Many 

churchs have social social programs and they have invite d the nisei 

many times. At the St. Paul's Church many nisei attend t he 11 

o'clock service but not to the socials. They gave the excuse that 

they had other social engagements which they felt was more import-

ant. The people we say need social contact the most won't c ome. 

We will pull thEiiiinrio-way those people back who are well on their 
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way toward integration. I favor going back to the norm al way with 

double effort this time." 

Harriett Yarrow said, "these parties are not helping to in-

tegrate. The promise of that looks slim. I'd rather work on w hat 

is better for integration. We of other groups should pull them int 

our group rather than segregate them." 

Roy Smith spoke for the first time when asked his opinion. 

He said, "I favor integration. We expose two side to exp ression if 

people look for it. Some people feel that the 'Y' was out of place 

A lady told me that the  1 Y1 said that they had four new nisei in 

their club. I think they did a good job thru theirrecent tea." 

Bill McKee said, "I setiously question whether those four 

girls came in because of the tea. Kimi Mukaye's work m ay be the 

factor. Tuesday's session pointed directly into the 'Y' activities 

Oxford then said, "the problem then is (1) will the 50-50 

parties get the people we want, and (2) we will defeat the p urpose 

by setting up partially mixed groups in a stricter sense. " 

Smeltzen declared, "If integration was to be our measuri ng 

stick, we were over-zealous to speed the program when we ad vocated 

the 50-50 affairs. We may not stimulate the program, we m ay even 

retard the program. We have have integrated fewer persons. Adv o-

cating nisei affairs may sound harsh but we may be defeati ng our 

purpose. 

McKee said that he favored working through organizations . 

He said, "We have the pr&blem: how do we get the nisei to parti ci-

pate in these groups? These organizations have done ever ything 

but can't get the nisei to come to take advantage of the many 

facilities offered but no|| one takes them up on it." 
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Hideo Hashimoto said, "I don't have trouble with chu rches. 

The people who need it don't come. Are we neglecting the large 

number in between, those who aren't used to mixed grou ps?" 

McKee said, "I guess the only we can reach certain nisei is 

through a big dance, an all-nisei affair. 

To this Kikuchi said, "I am interested in the function of 

this committee. You have to work up step by step." 

Smeltzer said, "If we follow the new step we have to accep t 

the fact that there will be all-nisei affairs. By a negat ive answer 

we may reach a positive result. I don't knov/ #" 

Hirry I'iyake said that the approach made a lot of differe nce. 

Emily Morgan suggested that "maybe we can speak to them" . 

After being silent all this time -errill Inyard of the Y MGA 

said, "Ralph Smeltzer sent me material ofi €Sk an outline  on the 

discussion of nisei. Has anything been developed on a large s cale 

to .get the nisei when they first come to thfe city amon g nisei with 

nisei leaders? Could that be done? It may help some to rea lize 

the seriousness of. the thing. 

To this Smeltzer said, "It was a. discussion of what we 

have been using at the hostel. How can we adjust our life in this 

community? How can we adjust our social life to this comm unity? 

The outline has been revised with each discussion which are h eld 

twice a week. We try to keep Caucasians around so the nisei wi ll 

get used to them." 

Isford then asked: "Regarding the YW relations, what does 

Kimi Mukaye expect to do?" 

McKee said, "When they started the 'Y' hoped to get people 

into their group. Had all information except about the YW. Twelve 
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or 15 showed up at the first meeting. There were more boys th ah they 

expected. They didn't have the information the boys want ed. A 

person is supposed to attend any two successive sessions. We can 

help by providing facilities." 

Axford said, "There are two directories. I suggest that t he 

Church Federation put out things to do and expenses." 

McKee added, "Mr. Shirrell had an integration session on 

Friday afternoons then the YW substituted for the WRA." 

Kikuchi then spoke up, "We want to be accepted as individuals . 

When we talk about nisei we are Segregating right the re.  People 

came out here to lose themselves. Then when all kinds of p eople, 

$ust casual friends call because they are lonesome, it's quite di s-

turbing. I know people are lonesome and as long as they keep 

on visiting among themselves they will drift into a nisei  society." 

Smeltzer said that the Brethren's hostel never gave out 

addresses and phones of former residents as they consider them as 

confidential. 

Hashimoto said, "How can we help the nisei who won't ta ke the 

first step? We got to go after them. It's not enough ju st to send 

them a post card. If I were a nisei,) would like a strange m inister 

to come visit and call on me? No." 

Inyard's opinion was that "The Americans have never int egra-

ted. The Japanese Americans have never integrated eithe r into the 

American life and we can't expect it to happen easily." 

Kikuchi commented that in regard to the cultural progre ss in 

American life the nisei -had moved fast but socially "we'r e slow". 

Smeltzer then said, "We know now how we feel. What are we 

going to do?" 
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Hashimoto said, "Bill McKee will see Mr. Sheeld of the sou th 

side YMCA. We want to work for integration the natural way and see 

if the  f Y* can benefit. Follow up and see what the ministers are 

doing. I know the Hyde Park Methodist Church is holdin g a Hallowe'en 

party to which they are iiwifr extending an open invitati on to nisei." 

Smeltzer said, "We must see that we are not patronizing. 

Mirry Miyake added, "Was against 50-50 parties. I am for 

working through existing organizations to get nisei to ge t into 

the program fthru regular channels. I attend the church i n our 

neighborhood With three other nisei girls with Whom I ro om to-

gether. We have been accepted into their Queen Esther Clu b. I 

understand they don't expect to accept any more nisei into t heir 

group. They think four is enough now." 

Bill McKee said, "What can we do to get at relocatees? 

How should ie go about getting to these people? Can we t alk to 

some nisei leaders? 

Mirry Miyake said, "Give us time to get settled. I remember 

being rlooded with post cards from this church and that organiza-

tion but I was too busy trying to get settled so I ignored t hem. 

But now I go to church regularly and even joi led their girl's club." 

Jean Shintani told-about the young people's organizat ion which 

was formed once in Chicago inprder thafe the nisei could g et together 

once in a while. Then soldiers came along and for soci als they 

rented & & & a hall. Everynight this hall was used for some n isei 

activity^ with Saturday night being reserved for dances. Every 

night the nisei went bowling and one ti$e a fight started." 

A motion to send a word of appreciation to the American 

Friends Service Committee for Bill McKee*s services toward integra-

tion program was passed. "Let's go back and work with in dividuals 
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and organizations, n said Axford. Two which ^mily Morgan said, "A 

lot oi people want to do something but don't know what to do. " 

Kikuchi suggested that this committee make some policy to be 

followed and distribute to the well meaning groups. 

Axford said, "Many groups say they're getting frustrated 

because they've done everything they can but can't get t he nisei 

out." Hoy Smith suggested that the south side group wo rk with 

the existing organizations. 

Smeltzer said, "our purpose has completely changed. Now we 

are to help individuals and organizations. The committee's  function 

is to counsel and act as a clearing house. We have a list of p eople 

who v/ere active on the west coast. Our idea was toget t hose leaders 

to help in the integration program. If they don't get. a c hance, 

they may form their own group to lead. The Y¥, YM and other gro ups 

gfr can make use of these leaders." 

McKee added, "This group can get leaders and talk to them. 

When the nisei go jfcfcto the 'Y' they won 't find peopèe of  their own 

age. We have another problem, if we know of any group plann ing 

address to Roger's office, Smeltzer or to me." 

Before adjourning it was agreed to encourage inter-racia l 

activities. 

into any group, pass on their names and 

I 



South Side Sub-committee meeting to plan socials 
Oct. 30, 1943 
Suski 

Having arranged a meeting of the South Side Sub-commit tee 

for the planning of 50-50 socials, six members of this com mittee 

were present at the YMCA cafeteria, 19 S. La Salle St. on S aturday-

noon, Oct. 30. The meeting was more or less informal with Lou ise 

Suski leading the discussion in the absence of Jean Hou ser, chair-

man of the Sub-committee who was elected to this position a t the 

previous meeting on Oct. 22. 

Those present at this meeting were Bill McKee, Walter Godfr ey, 
/ Mrs. Chiyo Izumi, 

Catherine Raymond, Evelyn Nichols, Mirry Miyake/and Lo uise Suski. 

George and Jean Houser, Togo T'anaka and Roger Axford were the ab-

sentees  . 

McKee, who has received two weeks 1 leave of absence from the 

American Friends Service Committee to devote full time  towards the 

integration program, gave a torief report on some of the things he 

had observed through visits and other contacts. 

He said that the «¿SPUt original committee would not disba nd 

but continue to work toward the integration program individ ually 

through churches and various interested organization, by encoura-

ging nisei friends to participate in these activities. H e said, 

"We can't tell th$se nisei not to have segregated social s because 

they'll do it anyway. I wonder if we can't have something e lse 

in our way, that way, I don't know what that is. I wonder  if we 

can't put our energy in some alternative." 

"Have your heard anything about the all-nisei dance to be 

held on Nov. 20?" was asked by Louise Suski. 

"Yes," said McKee, "and it made me so mad when I read the 
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card which said, "Reminiceni*© of Relocation Days". They m ust be 

the same group of boys who approached Ralph Smeltzer and ask ed for 

information regarding a locale for an all-nisei dance. I 've seen 

the hall where they're planning their dance. It is a small hall 

located just above a beer parlor. The whole atmospher e is no good. 

I am only hoping that nothing happens during or after the dan ce.» 

The only thing we can do now is to encourage people not to at tend 

a dance in a place like that. Why couldn't they have picke d a 

better location?" 

Regarding the invitational list, McKee said, "It seems t hat 

they got the list from the Friends' Hostel for I've noted t hat none 

of the people who visited the Brethren's hostel got invitati ons. 

The Brethren's hostel will not give addresses or telephone n umbers 

of their former residents to even relatives. They're tha t strict. 

Whereas, the Friends hostel has the names and addresses of people 

right there in the office. Even though it's not suppos ed to leave' 

that office, it's easy enough for a person to look at the bo ok and 

tfot down  à  names and addresses," 

"If our committee is not going to plan 50-50 socials, wh at 

will be our function?" asked one person. 

"We are going to act as a clearing house and issue informa-

tion to nisei regarding places to visit, what to do an d any import-

ant matter regarding the city. We should encouca^e the Ca ucasians 

to invited the nisei rather than approach them from the ni sei's 

point." This was McKee f s answer. 

"Any person desiring to get in touch with a lot of people on 

the south side can approach Kay Nishiyama, Olive Takahashi or 

George and William Hiura," said Walt Godfrey. "These peopl e know 
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a lot of people in Chicago and know how to get in touch with  them. 

Call on them and I'm sure they'd be glad to cooperate. I don 't know 

them personally but these names were given to me." 

McKee suggested that the nisei organize baseball and b owling 

teams, not as Segregated groups but with people they work  with. 

"Many nisei work in large concerns and these nisei can approac h 

some head of that concern and ask about the possibility o f organi-

zing athletic teams but see that they are mixed groups . A lot of 

bowling alleys are signed up for the whole week but there are a 

few alleys which are open." 

Mirry Miyake was interested in knowing just what the nisei 

could do regarding Red Cross work. "I'm sure there are a lot o f 

feirls who can afford one or two nights a week tov/ard some welfar e 

work but don 11 know where to go," said Louise Suski. Bill McKee 

said that he would find out and let Mirry and Louise know  just who 

to contact for this. 

All those present agreed to do all they could togard gett ing 

the nisei on the south side to participate more in church  activi-

ties and any Caucasian-nisei affairs. This committee i s not dis-

banding but will remain on call until further notice. 

Mrs. Izumi, who was able to stay for a short time, told abou t 

the young people she knew and who visited her at Beverly Hi lls. 

Those who have stayed with her have been taken to the com munity 

church unless they had a particular church which they desi red to 

attend. All those who visited her she told them how they should 

act and gave them" information about places to visit, shop, etc. 

Mirry Miyake will remain as secretary of the committe e and 

send out notices in case of future meetings. 
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ywca meeting 
Nov. 12, 1943 
Suski 

Launching a program of world service which »vili work tow ard 

the promotion pf permanent  j m m world peace, the O h i cago YViCA joined 

the other YWCA organizations throughout the United sta tes in spon-

soring a membership meeting during November, ihe Chicag o held 

its membership meeting at the McCormick residence at 10 01 North 

Dearborn ot. on ¿riday evening, Nov. 12, which was attende d by 

some £00 women. Miss Barnes, p: esident of the Chicago YSf C* was 

chairman for the evening. 

Having conducted a drive to raise Chicago's quot of 
goal 

toward the *150,000/set by the American YWC*. toward the  world 

service program, the donations collected from the genera l Chicago 

membership was turned over to the treasurer at this -riday meet-

ing. - total of «¿740 from the members of the Metropolit an Board, 

the YWCii staff, business girls, industrial girls and Gi rl reserves 

was reported by the -evening of the avening. 

The first part of the evenin was spent in a songfest after 

which Helen Beevers, noted writer,, was introduced as  the main 

speaker, ¿he spoke on the theme or the evening, 'Togethe r Toward 

Tomorrow ,f . ohe said in part, "In our YnC^ we must get people wit h 

different backgrounds ana :.ee what they can contribute . -e should 

not limit ourselves to our own little circles; we must thin k in 

terms of a greater spere... Uur membership is open to all, l et us 

share experiences and show the value of women workers...  Interna-

tional relation's is our common interest now, let-us set aside 

racial discriminations and let us move forward..'.." 

After few reports were leard, the group went to the recepti on 

room on the main floor were light refreshments were se rved and an 
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informal hour followed. 

Among the nisei present at this meeting were Kimi Mukay e of 

the YWCA, Mrs. Chiyo Izumi, Tello Nagatoshi and Louise Suski. 

After the meeting some of the women v/ent to look at the r ooms 

where the girls reside. Shinko Gbata ana her sister live there but 

they are occupying adjoining rooms as doubles are not av ailable at 

the present time. They both have single rooms about 12 ft. by 12 

ft. Each room has a single bed,  a  dresser and one chair. There is 

one closet for clothes and another smaller closet which  has  a wash 

basin and racks for towels. On the inside of the door i s a small 

shelf for toothbrush, cosmetics, etc. The inside of the cl othes 

closet has  a  full length mirror. 

On the "same floor is a laundry where the girls can  do  their 

own w a s h i n g » . There is also a dryer there. Across this roo m is 

the shower room and next to it is the bathroom  where  the tub baths 

are located. The lavatory is a few door away. 

Mrs. Obata, whose husband is in the Army, said that  she  paid 

|12.00 per week for room and board, ¿he said that the "Y" ha ve 

rooms at $10.00 per week and some  ,  at  ¿¿IS.  CO per week.  She  said 

that she had raa.de reservations for a double and intends  to room 

with her sister when it is available. 

Just inside the entrance of this  Tt Y" building stands a girl 

who directs persons to"their respective meetings, etc. However, 

she tells them first to  go  to the cloak room and leave their wraps 

there. The colored porter who takes the cloak has been with  the 

"Y" ever since this-residence opened. He entertained with several 

songs tm during the informal hour of this membership meet ing. 



Reminiscence Dance 
Nov. 20, 1943 

The following is Alfred Doi Ts description of the "Reminiscent ' 

Dance of Relocation Days" held at the West Room of Ashlan d Audi-

torium, 323 S. Ashland Bivd. on Nov. 20: 

Boy, the dance was a riot. Wh n I got there, two guys came 

staggering out. Inside the "keto" were handling the mone y. I 

walked in with my date and two cops stared right at us. T hey were 

there to collect the money. The dames there were a bunc h of bags, 

most of them anyway. A lot of the yogores had been drinki ng, you 

could smell it all around the room. Some of them put empty whisky 

mm- bottles on the floor. There was a check room there and a 

Caucasian person checked the stuff in. The hall was smal l. It was 

about one and a half times the size of a recreation hall in c amp. 

The dance was quite crowded. I would say there were about 200 

there. It Ts hard to say for sure because there was a flow in and 

out. The hall was located on the second floor. There wa s a bowling 

alley on the fist floor. I guess there were about 60 girl s and a 

hundred boys. It wasn't quite two to one but there was a lo t of 

stages. There were also seven stagettes there; there were at least 

seven I knew. 

I met nore people there that I knew from before. I was em-

barrassed because of lot of them said "hello" to me and I didn't 

even remember their names. I knew them from camp and fro m before. 

ICaz Su£uci of Seattle took me around and he introdu ced me to a lot 

of dames. There was also a Sacramento boy that I knew an d he took 

me around too. Then, some of the women I knew there also i ntroduced 

me around. I had a good time because I went there to raise h ell 

anyway. 
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The orchestra was a Caucasian one ancl it was lousy. The re 

were nine to eleven pieces in there and they didn't have a vocal-

ist. They didn't announce anything during the evening ex cept the 

last dance. 

The odd thing about the dance was that some low crust " keto" 

and Mexicans were there. There were three hakujin women who looked 

low crust too. Some of the nisei boys brought good looking Ca uca-

sian women and they ./ere of the better type. I would say that I 

saw about eight Caucasian women there. Three of them c ame alone 

and they were low crust. I saw three Mexican fellows there but I 

don't know who they came with. There was one Mexican who w as a 

zoot suit boy. I was astonished that there weren't so many 

Japanese zoot suiters there as I had expected. The funny t hing was 

that five or six nisei wore overcoats while they danced. Th ey had 

their collars put up. It wasn't because they wore work c lothes on 

either because they all wore slacks. 

There was a lot of tagging on the popular girls. There w as 

almost a fight once when two smarty pants laid whisky bo ttles on 

the' floor expecting it to be kicked around the floor, but a smart 

boy picked them up. There ..ere about 30 nisei A m y boys t here. 

They said that the civvy boys looked dirty and needed hair cuts. 

The nisei soldiers behaved themselves. There was also q uite a few-

nisei from the northwest and they mixed pretty well. 

The funny thing was that the Stockton bunch was divided into 

gour groups of five or six. That's because they lived wi th each 

other. They bunched in their little groups because they di dn't 

have common interests with the others. 

There were some women from the Sdgewater Beach Hotel. I w ould 



say that most of the zoot suiters cane from the Rohwer cent er. 

They were the Stockton "bunch. One of them, Minki, got ma rried 

recently so that his bunoh quieted down. Host of the people there 

were from Rohwer, Stockton and altho Seattle was fairly .. ell 

represented. 

I think I knew about one-fourth of the people there. I don 't 

say this to be bragging, but 1 think over lali of then the re knew 

me. There weren't many married couples there. There were fiv e or 

six of the JACL type there. They were the small town type and they 

had their JACL pins on their coat lapels. 

I didn't see Fujimoto at all. I looked around for him, hopi ng 

to get something from him. He is the one who was supposed to have 

sponsored their dance. They charged .¿1.00 for stags an d §1.50 per 

couple. The cops were there because everybody ..as antic ipating 

trouble. The fellows who had been drinking ./ere all stags b ut 

they didn't go in and out for drinks. There were a lot of y ogores 

downstairs /ho came stag and they argued loudly ..-heth er they should 

go in or not. Some of them didn't go in at all. 

The thing I noticed was that ¿lost of the girls wore red a nd 

black dresses. Some of then ,vere dressed rather ;audily . They 

were all in street dresses, although three of them had c orsages. 

They had a hot dog stand and a soft drink bar there but you 

had to pay for it. I don't know what they charged as I did not  "buy 

anything there. The place looked too dirty. 

I took a date there but it was one of those last minute dat es. 

She was a very popular girl and she kne¥/ [?iany peopl e. I had a good 

time there and I was happy to see all my friends. The danc e ended 

about 12:50 and we all went to an all-ni-^ht show after t hat. My 
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date was one of those cosmopolitan type and she draws a line 

"before she will let you neck her. That was sad. 

I think that most of the people there enjoyed the dance. 

There were four or five fellows I saw who didn't dance all e vening. 

Stags crowded all over the place and it was hard to dance.  When-

ever they had tie real fast music only about 15 couples we nt out 

on the floor to jitterbug. People were tagging in all even ing. It 

didn't matter whether they knew the girls or not. The girl s didn't 

mind although some of them acted kind of cold. I cut in o n a few 

and they thanked me for rescuing them. 

There were a few girls there who didn't have such a good time. 

I saw four girls who were wall flowers most of the time. Yo u know 

how the nisei fellows are about these sad cases. They just i gnore 

them because they don't want to be stuck. The popular girls w ere 

always getting cut in, that's why the stag line kept on sq ueezing 

up most of the floor and there were lots of changing of part ners. 

The only big complaint I heard was that the orchestra was 

lousy. The hall was too small too. 

The funny thing about the dance was that there was a tense 

feeling in the air at first. Everybody expected something  to happen 

but the dance ran smoothly and the people eased up after that. The 

Army boys all cut in and they were well behaved. None o i them were 

drunk. 

The type or nisei who came were mostly of the unskilled .v orkers. 

There weren't very many professional people like me. T here were 

machinists, workers in paper and cardboard factories, w orkers at the 

Edgewater Beach Hotel and other unskilled type of this s ort. A lot 

of the stags couldn't get dates because they worked late a nd they 
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didn f t know the girls. 

I'd say the average age of girls there was about 20 and the 

felloes ranged from 17 to 25. There wasn't any great d emarcation 

in the age group as it was mostly the young group. The fell ows had 

a tendency to take girls they knew in camp or those they kne w back 

home. 

I think the dance served a useful function. It established 

some feeling of stability among the nisei. They had misse d all of 

their friends and this was a chance to see them at the danc e. 

There was a lot of co imunication going on and all the fal lows were 

taking down addresses ana phone numbers, even of boys. I go t five 

or six addresses of girls and they told me to drop up. I don't 

think I'll ever get around to see all of them, at least I'l l have 

some place to go. 

When the last dance came the stags did not all go home a s they 

usually did before. They all hung around. I guess they ./anted to 

talk to their friends afterwards. I don't know 'what they did after 

the dance. A lot of them went to Chinatown to eat. Many of the m 

went downtown too. We went in a car so that I don't know how t he 

feeling was on the  T, L" when so many nisei go on. I know that as 

we were walking down the street my date said she was glad it was 

dark because the people couldn't recognize the Japanese th en. It 

was a pretty quiet district and the dance hall was locat ed in a 

respectable spot. 

There's no-doubt that the sponsor made money on the danc e. I 

don't think he paid much over ;„100 for the orchestra and he must 

have taken in two or three-times this amount. The dance tu rned out 

well although I had expected to see trouble. It was goin g full 



swing when I got there because cur party, a double couple, a rrived 
• < * 

about 9:45. One of the girls hesitated««* just before w e went in 

and she wanted to go home, -he had refused a couple of da tes 

before and she thought it would be embarrassing to go in a t the 

last minute. 

The dance differed in some respects from those held back ho me. 

The dances back home were not as crowded and people woul dn't think 

of coming so far for it. The respectable church type of gi rls just 

weren't at the dance. Most of the girls who were at the dance were 

the more experienced ones who got around or the very pop ular type. 

There were more yogores at that dance than what used to co ne to the 

dances back home. I was surprised because the northwest nis ei and 

California nisei did not split up. 

After the dance we took our dates to an all-night show.  7e 

went double date in a car. I didn't roll in until six o'clo ck in 

the morning. It was rather stiff and dull in the car after th e 

dance because the girl would not let me neck her. 

I don't know if I will have a more satisfying life they the y 

have more of these socials. I only went because I knew t hat Tom 

would back out at the last minute. I went there with an alt ruistic 

1 mind. I know that there will be more clamor for these <3 P§ dances 

after this. It will be up to Fujimoto or somebody with gu mption 

enough to sponsor these dances. If he made money at the d ance 

Saturday, he'll probably do it again. I wouldn't be surpris ed if 

they would draw a much larger crowd if tley had a nisei orc hestra 

there. Now that the nisei have found out that these dance s won't 

cguse any riots, they will surely .clamor for more and the next time 

more people will show up. 



YWCA Tea for  t? Trt  Secretaries 
Nov. 21, 1945 

'Suski 

En route to the different relocation centers, Esther 

Breisemeister and Mrs. William Chambers of the National YY 'CA 

staff stopped in Chicago for two days. They were guest s of the 

local  f, Y" at a tea held at the Loop YWCi* (59 E. Monroe) on Sunday 

afternoon, Nov. 21, where Kimi Mukaye was hostess. Miss Breise-

meister is secretary for relocation centers while Mrs. Chambers 

was delegates to make the rounds of the centers with Miss 

Breisemeister. 

Girls who were active in "Y" work in their respective cen ters 

were among those who came to renew acquaintance! with His s Breise-

meister and "ieet Mrs. Chambers. Among those present were  Mrs. 

Chiyo Izumi, Mas aye Mori oka and Eumi Iiayaka.va of Topa z, Mrs. Clara 

Yoshimura of Poston, Alyce and Virginia Asaka of Manzanar , Kay 

Mano of Arkansas ana Mary Lucy Nakamura and Louise Suski of Heart 

Mountain. 

Miss Breisemeister said  t hat  she and Mrs. Chambers would both 

visit  t he Ar kansas centers  and then split, the former covering the 

northern centers of Granada, Heart Mountain, Topaz, Mi nidoka and 

Tule Lake while Mrs. Chambers visits Poston, Gila and Manza nar. 

-30-







Vogue Tea Dance 
Nov. 21, 1°43 

The followin is ..If red Doi's aoo unt or t e seoc id tea d ance 

sponsored by the Vo -uo fohool of Fashion Art and Inter ior decora-

tion specially for the cone £0 nisei students enrolle d in this 

school and their friends. It w s held nt the sciool loca ted at 

116 r. Miohi ;an ,.ve on Sunday afternoon, Nov. 21, l°43 f  at 2:30 

o#clock. 

iundny afternoon I went to th Vogue to< dance which the nis ei 

girl student put on. It started  .  t 2:30 but I didn't get there 

until 5 o'clock. It was a small group'but it was held in a dar n 

good place. 

They plan to lave another party in Dece iber and I got an i n-

vitation. I'll see if I can gat Frank and Miohi and inv itation 

boot.use it is a nice sort of arty that they could go to. 1* 11 try 

to get an invitation Tor Tom and Tomi too. 

There ./ere about 60 to 90 people there ye: terday; nore  irlL 

than boys. They ..ere all iressod up nd well rnannero . r cu t u a 

little bit just or the hell or it. 

They gave us oof fee an. cake for refreshment. The atn osph re 

was very good and thcro was a nice loun-e there for  eo:  le t sit 

in. The school paid for all t f expenses. 

T i i r n T t Tr i  i-r i f * T m i i  u.  �
m r r r n t | |

 -» -
f  



Qoilments on Nisei Dance of Nov. 20 
Suski 
Nov. 22, 1943 

* 

:iary Lucy Nakamura: I didn't go to that dance held Satur day 

night but I heard it was lousy. One of the boys in our buildin g, 

who's only 19, went and he staya for couple of dances only and came 

right out. He said the music was terrible and the girls w ere just 

a bunch of bags. Ee said the crowd Was too old for him and h e 

couldn't enjoy himself where the ratio of women was four to  one. 

Mary Lucy Nakamura is formerly of Yakima Valley. She is now 
employed in the Loop as a beautician. She is engaged to a boy who 
is a few years younger than herself. He was living in th e same 
apartment building with her but moved to $ place closer to h is work 
in a defense plant. 

Ted Yoshimura: There was a big crowd at Saturday's dance.  I 

would say over 300. At least they were in and out and not t here at 

one time. I didn't see any fights on thè floor but I did s ee some 

fights outside. There were several small fights, noth ing serious 

though. I only knew about four or five girls there. I j ust went to 

the dance to see what it was like.' Two cops were at the e ntrance. 

There must have been four times as many boys as girls. The mu sic 

was no good. I hear there's going to be another dance in D ecember 

and this time they're going-to try to get a "Y" hall. It's g oing 

to be better than. 

Ted Yoshimura is a chick sexor who works in Iowa but has  come 
oo Chicago to work during the off-season. He does not go s teady 
but goes around"with a group of boys who came from Arizona , his 
home state. 



From O.K. Diary 
Nov. 26, 1945 

Fay  (CH-22) had some interesting comments to make on the nise i 

dance of November 20th. She started telling me all about it just 

as I came in and I didn Tt have to prompt her at all. I am begin-

ning to think that these interviews on such topics as soc ial parties 

indicate that the majority of the nisei are of this frame o f mind. 

They don't have much to say when you ask them about Tule L ake riots 

and the Dies investigation. The nisei just are not pol itically 

conscious at all. They don't feel that these things affec t them 

very much. But when it comes to talking about social partie s, the 

nisei have all sorts of comments to make. I think this is o ne of 

the reasons why 1 avoid nisei groups. I just don't have mu ch in 

common to talk to them about. The subject matter is all sup erficial 

and I get bored. I wouldn Tt mind it some of the time, but in a 

nisei group it is the chief diet and it doesn't agree with m e. I 

rather thought that  Fay  would be one of the nisei who would be 

greatly satisfied with these all-nisei parties as she is so mething 

of this type. She certainly doesn't have much politica l conscious-

ness and she is not in the least interested in such things . (See 

CH-22) However, she thinks that -the social life is prett y import-

ant. Maybe that is normal, but I think that the nisei ov er-

emphasize it too much to the exclusion of lore importa nt, problems 

which they should face right now instead of seeking thes e super-

ficial escapes. Anyway, Fay had the following comments to m ake 

about the dance.: 

"Last Saturday I went to the nisei dance at the Ashland Audi -

torium, and I was  so  disappointed. I said to myself after I was 

there for five minutes, 'I wish that Charlie was here to  see this.' 



Oh my gosh, it was the most awful sight I had ever seen . My escort 

and I didn't stay very long because it wasn't a good danc e at all. 

There were some cops standing there and I thought this w as strange. 

Most oí' the kids there were zoot suiters. My goodness, wh at 

drunkards: There was one fellow there that I felt like k icking and 

I don't know why I let him disturb me. He was sprawled out al l over 

a chair and sleeping. He was so drunk that he just passed out . 

Our little party proceeded to the tragón dance hall afte r staying 

at the nisei dance for an hour. W e couldn't stand it for any 

longer than that. There was an American orchestra there a nd they 

played more of the jitterbug music. 

"Gosh, there were more boys. I would say there v/ere about 5 00 

there altogether. Everybody was jammed together and th e air smelled 

bad. I think there were only about 75 girls there. It was a very 

small hall. I certainly was disgusted and I didn't enjoy mys elf at 

all. I guess many of the couples enjoyed themselves thoug h. The 

zoot suiters thought they were having fun too. Maybe a lot of g irls 

there had fun too, but I would have enjoyed being pushed ar ound like 

that. 

"I didn't like the crowd at all because it seemed che ap. Oh, 

I saw some Mexican boys there. They really looked greasy. I don't 

know why in the world the nisei have to associate with Mexi cans. 

All of the fellows were stag and they were eager to dance bu t there 

weren't enough girls. I knew sov&oí the Gila nisei there b ut there 

weren't too many of them. The people I saw were mostly the r owdy 

type. I didn't see any fellow there that looked like they had any 

ambition. You know what I mean. They were the ordinary ty pe of 

nisei. It was awful. 
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"The dance didn't look nice at all and I was thinking that 

suppose the Mayor of the city saw that group. I wouldn't have 

looked nice for us. The girls came with dates and they wer e all 

pretty young. Some of the girls showed off by jitterbu gging but 

most of the girls were all right. I didn't like the way so me of 

them jitterbugged though with the Mexican fellows beca use it didn't 

look decent. Maybe it \,as the cheap atmosphere of the dance  hall 

that made it this way because I usually don't object t o jitter-

bugging. 

";:y escort was from Camp lavage and there were three coup les 

in our group. The fellows heard that there was a nisei d ance and 

they wanted to go. I didn't object because I was expecting to see a 

nice group of nisei there and I thought it would be a nic e smooth 

dance like we had back home. I thought that the dance w ould be 'smm* 

-_-ii , done in a calm way and I didn't imagine that it wo uld be 

like it was. 

"I don't think they should have any more of those kind o f 

dances. They should only have small groups #m> of- nis ei meet like 

from the northside or northwest or soutside. They sh ouldn't have 

it so everyone comes together in one place from all over Chicago. 

In that way it would be a more friendly group and there wo uldn't be 

those jealousies and bad atmosphere that.you had in that l arge 

dance. Such awful dances will "keep the nisei girls fr om going and 

it won't make them feel very good about it. The dance was so bad 

that we left after one hour. 

"Gosh, what a funny crowd, I wonder what other nisei thou ght 

about it? I met some old acquaintances there and I'm going t o call 

them up some time and ask them how they felt about the danc e. I 
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don f t know who in the world put that dance on. They sold ticke ts 

at ¿1.50 a couple. It wasn't worth it at all. I'll never go t o 

such an affair again. I like nisei groups, but not that kin d. I 

thought it was going to be so good too. I sure was disappo inted. 

I don't know what makes the nisei boys act that way. They we ren't 

that way before. Maybe they were too eager to meet the gir ls and 

they wanted to show off. However, I don't think they cam e with the 

purpose of making trouble though. I did hear that some of the stag 

fellows wanted to make a fight with one fellow who brought a date 

but I don't know if they really had a fight. I heard that  there was 

a fight afterwards but that may only be a rumor, 

ft Maybe the reason for the atmosphere was because the ni sei 

were looking for new people to meet. They don't have dance s very 

often out here and the nisei have to get rid of their exc ess energy. 

They just work and sleep and eat and they want dances to o. It is 

too bad that it turned out this way. I think the nisei have l ost 

all of their manners. ^ lot of them looked like they we re having 

fun, but I still think it was a lousy affair. I'm glad tha t no 

respectable halmjin saw that crowd. I said to my escort th at I 

thought there was going to be a fight there and sure enoug h I did 

hear of one afterwards. Thg soldiers we went with didn't l ike it 

all all. They all noticed the number of.zoot suiters an d the long 

hair of the boys but they didn't condemn them too much. The y 

thought that all nisei girls like the zoot suiters. I'd hat e to 

have somebody say they saw me at that dance. It's a funny t hing to 

say but it is true. Until the nisei get more manners, I'm no t going 

to any more of those' things*. I think it hurts our reputat ion. ;f 



From O.K. Diary 
Nov. 22, 1943 

"Mariko and George went to the nisei dance last Saturday  night. 

George (CH-17) was very disgusted at the whole thing and I was 

rather surprised at this. Mariko was also quite disgusted . She now 

feels that these large gatherings are bad for the nisei and  that is 

a change on her part. The thing which disappointed them was the 

general atmosphere of the dance and the attitude of the n isei. 

Following is what they had to say about the dance: 

"George: I've been to many Filipino dances back in Seattle 

where I was engaged in the union work among the cannery wor kers and 

I used to think that the Filipinos were the worst drunks I' ve ever 

seen. But now, I have changed my mind after seeing the condu ct of 

those nisei last Saturday night. I kept thinkin^all the t ime that 

I was dancing that I would get beaten up because I refused to let 

them cut in on Mariko all the time. Those fellows got very u gly 

about this and it was an experience that I never want to go th rough 

again. I think there would have been a lot of trouble th ere if they 

did not have those cops around. I know that I'll never go to one 

of those things again. 

"Mariko cuts in: It was really something that amazed me be -

cause I have never seen the nisei act that way before. They used 

to get drunk on the coast, but it was because they wanted to be loud 

and they were fun. The attitudes of those nisei at the da nce was 

so different. It's hard to say exactly what it was, but I co uld 

just feel that the nisei had changed. They had no manners at all. 

One boy was so drunk that he fell flat on his face. 

"George: I tried to find put who sponsored the dance but nobo dy 

seemed to know for sure. One fellow told me that iw as th e Esquire 
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Glub who sponsored it. He said that it was a bunch of San Ped ro 

zoot suit boys and they had been working on this dance for a long 

time. I rather think that it might have been this group. 

"Mariko: Some people there thought the  A  lerican friends Ser-

vice Goramittee sponsored that dance and I had to convin ce them that 

this was not so. There is also talk that Mr. Fujimoto sponsor ed 

the dance, but I really do not know. 

"George: I f ve never seen such a disreptable bunch of Nihonjin 

in all my life. Such things like that never did happen in t he 

northwest. Some of those nisei fellows at the dance st ood around 
» 

with cigarettes drooping out of their mouth and they act ually 

sneered at you. God, I don Tt know what's wrong with them. 

"Mariko: It was just like the Denver dance that I went to while 

I was on my vacation. The fellows acted the same way. I thin k that 

the camp life did that to them because I went to one dance when I 

was in camp and the fellows acted the same way. There wer e about 

150 or 200 people there. I don't know for sure how many girl s there 

were but I would say around 50. It's hard to say for sure. T he 

girls were mostly okay but the stage just didn't fit. Some of them 

brought cheap looking Caucasian women. I don't know where they 

picked them up. There were some Mexicans there and they mad e a 

great play over Maudie Yamazaki. Maudie looks cheap now. She has 

dyed her hair red. The popular girls at the dance were  iVi audie and 

Jean Yamazaki, Martha Yam-da, Eileen, Yuki and a few oth ers. Most 

of the girls got around because the stag line was so big tha t they 

all got cut out a lot. (These girls mentioned febove are all u nder 

21 years of age and they have al .a-ys been the social but terfly type 

since I have known them.) 
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!, It was the stags who hung around and tried to show off. I 

didn't enjoy the dance at all. I only knew about 10 people t here 

as all the rest were young. The atmosphere was very chea p ana the 

hall was small and smoky. 

"George: You shouldn't criticize too much because you went 

there yourself. You were too critical at the dance. I di dn't enjoy 

it either. I only .vent there to see some of iy old frie nds. I was 

curious too. After the dance we went with some of our fri ends to a 

bar and we stayed out for quite a while. It wasn't an all n ight 

party though. I think that those dances like they had Satu rday 

night doesn't solve any of the nisei g3?6g? problem. The fel lows 

act like that because they are all frustrated and they make  it too 

obvious that they are after something. It no longer means social 

recreation to them. 

:uriko: The next time they have a dance like this, I'm su re 

that a lot of people won't go. A lot went on Saturday just o ut of 

curiosity like we did. Some of my friends were pretty sore a nd 

disgusted at the way the nisei were acting at the dance. O f course, 

Maudie and girls like her thought 'it was a wonderful danc e. That's 

because she was so popular with the Mexican boys. There were too 

many yogores at the dance,. Their dressing was grotesque, but the 

worst thing was that they had such sneering attitudes. T hey tried 

to act important. 

"George: I would go to the can and there would always be a lo t 

of fellows there passing the bottle around and you should have heard 

some of the dirty talk going on there. They made comment s on what 

girls they could feel up at the' dance. .They were just per verted, 

that's all. They were worse than any Filipino groups have se en 
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and I can't make any aigs at' the Filipinos any more. I thi nk the 

Filipinos conduct themselves in a much more gentlemanly  fashion. It 

was disgusting to see the nisei fellows keeping themselv es. I 

wonder what kind of background they had? 

"Mariko: In the dressing room for girls, I overheard many 

comments. The girls were really disappointed about the dan ce but 

they tried to make off that they were having a wonderful t ime. They 

were fall saying, "»Where did all those awful things come from?» They 

were annoyed at the zoot suiters and other fellows cutt ing in all 

the time. I don't think the girls had such a good time. Th ey had 

been waiting for such a long time for an event like this tha t they 

had to say that they were enjoying it. I don't think I 'll go to 

these kind of events again. It's too bad that so many of t he nisei 

fellows are turning out this way. It must have been th e camp that 

did this. The girls were much better behaved and only & few o f them 

at the dance looked like the wild type. This sort of thing s poils 

it for all the decent nisei who want normal social recrea tion. It 

is too bad that the dance v/as held uider such a bad atmosp here." 



Nisei Reaction to News Photos 
.Nov. 25, 1943 
Suski 

Articles and photographs in the newspapers which tend t o 

discredit the loyalty of the nisei to the United States se em* to 

affect a. great many nisei. For a few days after the artic le or 

picture appears the nisei feel low and they try to avoid the public 

as much as possible. 

When the news first broke out that the American aviators ta ken 

prisoners by Japan and accused of deliberately mowing down civilians 

and later executed, my sister-in-law, came home with a lo ng face. 

She said that the Herald American carried a front page story  about 

American aviators being beheaded. 

"It's awful," she said. "The Herald American had a big spre ad 

about the execution and everybody seeraed to be reading  it. I 

couldn't get home fast enough. I feel terrible." 

She didn't eat much dinner that night. We got the news over 

the radio later that evening and she wanted to chan e the d ial to 

another station. She didn't even want to hear about it. A s t e 

papers continued to carry the story for the next few da ys, my 

sister-in-law looked very sad and pepless. Generally she  is a very 

peppy girl. 

I saw several nisei girls after that and they all seem to f eel 

the same way. They felt so guilty for what Japan had don e. They 

all s-eried to feel that the Caucasians were thinking of  them as 

dirty, sneaky, treacherous snakes who would stoop to the  lowest 

possible level to hit their enemy. 

l-*y sister-in-law seemed to get. over this blue feeling  and was 

herself again. Then on Oct. 28 came the full-page picture o f 
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a nisei girl embracing a German prisoner. Once more my si ster-in-

law felt bad again. "Pictures like that make the public th ink all 

the nisei are like that. The people are going to think a ll of us 

are spies." This was her first reaction. 

I tried to comfort her by saying, "The Hearfepapers don 't like 

the Japanese and not even the nisei. That picture may ha ve been 

faked and published in their campaign at race baiting." 

My brother said that he didn't think any paper would stoop  so 

low and fake pictures. 

I said, "Oh no? Look what the Denver Post did? Didn't t hey 

write up a bunch of lies about Heart Mountain, a series of  articles 

about the amount of food stored in the warehouse, enough t o feed 

hundreds of people for two or three years and how we were being 

pampered? I know that author of the series of stinking art icles 

was in Heart Mountain for only a couple of hours. The grea ter part 

of his time was spent in the bar at Cody. He got all those st ories 

from the assistant chief steward who had been fired from He art 

Mountain because of inability to do his work. That tv/ o-faced 

writer was all smiles when he came to visit The Sentinel of fice and 

introduced to the staff members. . If the Denver Post is capa ble of 

doing such a low trick,  I'  wouldn't put it past the Hearst papers 

to do the same thing. The Hearst papers have always hated  the 

Japanese and they'll do anything to blacken the name of the  nisei." 

The nisei, at least a large number of girls, feel the same w ay 

about movies. If they know a certain picture is about Jap anese 

spies or even about -the war in. the Pacific, they will no t go to see 

this picture. They would ather go to a theatre further a way to 



see a picture about Gemían spies. 

My sister-in-law always asks, "Is that picture about th e war? 

before she consents to go to a show. She prefers not to see an y 

kind of war pictures because she says "they are depressing". Bu t 

it is hará to go to a movie without seeing at least one war pic-

ture. However, she would prefer to see a war picture with i ts 

setting in Europe. 



Free Association: 
Suski 
Nov. 25, 1943 

Bob Kuwahara: People in Chicago certainly are indifferent . I 

walk downtown in the Loop and nobody pays any attention to m m m me. 

Nobody stares at me and nobody looks at me twice. Pictu res like 

tlose in the Kerala American don't affect the public ver y much. 

A lot of people don't even pay any attention to the pictu res, es-

pecially when it appears in a Sunday edition. A lot of peop le just 

don't read the papers on Sunday. They may look at the comi c sect-

ion and perhaps the front page, but that's about all they s ee in 

the Sunday edition. I don't think we have to worry too much a bout 

the Dies Committee either. People don't give much credi t to that 

committee anyway. 



Comments on Nov. 20 Dance 
Suski 
Nov. 25, 1943 

Kuni Yashiro: I went to that nisei dance on Saturday. It T 

wasn't such a hot dance. The orchestra stunk. I met about hal f a 

dozen of my friends there. There weren't very many people  from 

Heart Mountain there. •r 

¿rank Kumamoto: A fellow by the name of Fujimoto gave that 

dance alone. Shoda, Dave's cousin, went to the dance. He said so. 

That  £\i jigioto  guy made lots of money on that dance. It T s  the drunks 

who spoil dances. You know the best way to have a good dance  and 

make money is to get a good hall and orchestra. Then hire co ps to 

kick out all drunks. You can get a cop who is off duty that n ight 

and ask them if they want to make $10.00 by watching a dance hall 

gate for about 3 hours. He's be glad to do it and he can always 

get another cop to help him. You need at least two cops  to kick 

the drunks out. 

Kuni: You know why these nisei drink? It's just to sho w off. 

The/ like# to show off that they can drink. Some of them don 't 

know when to stop. That's when they really get drunk. You k now,. 

I saw a lot of guys outside the hall who were so drunk they c ouldn't 

stand  'uf ii liiiiiiiT  ii up straight and they were cussing the hell out of 

everything. After the dance I saw couple of guys sitting on the 

curb just Qussing away. A few steps away two young nise i girls 

•who came with these fellows, were just standing around  waiting for 

them to sober up enough to take them home. Poor girls, I bet they 

had to wait a long time unless somebody else took them ho me. 

ITrank: It's no fun going to these dances. There's always t oo 

many boys there and half of them are drunk. You don't get t o dance 

with a girl very long because somebody taps you on the s houlder and 
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cuts in. When I dance I don't want to be cut in after I take about 

five steps and I want more room when I dance. I can't enjoy m yself 

in a crowded, stuffy old room where the floor is sticky fro m spit 

and whiskjry. It's just a waste of time to go to these kind o f 

dances. 

» 



From O.K. Diary 
Nov. 26, 1943 

* 

Fay (CH-22) had some interesting comments to make on the nis oi 

dance of November 20th.  J  he started telling me all about it just 

as I oume in and I didn't have to prompt her at all. I am begin-

ning to think that these interviews on such topics as socia l parties 

indicate that the majority of the nisei are of this frame of mind. 

They don't have much to cay when you ask them about Tule  Lix'.zc  riots 

and the Dies Investigation. The nisei just are not politi cally 

conscious at all. They don't feel that these things af fect them 

very much. But when it comes to talking about social par ties, the 

nisei have all sorts of co iments to make. I think this is o ne of 

the reasons why I avoid nisei groups. I just don't have mu ch in 

common to talk to them -ibout. The subject matter is all sup erficial 

and I get bored. I wouldn't riind it some of the time, but i n a 

nisei group it is the chief diet and it doesn't agree with mo. I 

rather thought that Fay would be one of the nisei who wo uld be 

greatly satisfied with these all-nisei parties as she is s omething 

of this type.  ;  he certainly doesn't have muoh political conscious-

ness and she ir. not in the least intererted in such ti lings. (lee 

C -¿2) However, she thinks that the social life is prett y import-

ant. ' Taybe that is normal, but I think that the nisei over-

em hasi.e it too much to the exclusion of nore important pro blems 

which they should face right now instead of seeking these  super-

ficial escapes. Anyway, ¿'ay had the following co nents to make 

about the dance: 

"Last Saturday I v/ent to the nisei dance at the Ashlan d audi-

torium, and I was so'disappointed. I said to myself after I was 

there for five minutes, 'I wish that Charlie was here to see this.' 
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Oh my gosh, it was the moot awful si, lit I had over se en. My escort 

und I didn't stay very lon;j be cause It wasn't a ¡good d ance at all. 

The re were some cops standing there and I thou :ht this was st range. 

Most of the kids there were ¿oot suiters. My goodness, what 

drunkards]  f lhere was one fellow there that I felt like kicking and 

I don't know why I let him disturb ne. He was sprawled out ail  over 

a chair and sleepin He was so drunk that he just passed out . 

Our little party pr ceedea to the ragon dance hall after st aying 

at the nisei dance for on hour. Vv© couldn't stand it for any 

longer than that. There was an  ¿  Tierlean orchestra there and they 

played more of the jitterbug music. 

''Gosh, there were more boys, I would say there were bout 300 

there altogether. very body was jammed together and the air s i l led 

bad. I think there v/ere only about 75 girls there. It w as a very 

small hall. I certainly was disgusted and I didn't en joy myself at 

all. I guess many of the couples enjoyed themselves t hough. The 

zoot suiters thou ht they were having fun too. Maybe a lo t of girls 

there had fun to , but I would hove enjoyed being pushed a round like 

that  . 

"I didn't like the crowd at all because it seemed cheap. O h, 

I saw sole Mexican boys there. They really looked greasy . I don't 

know why in the orld the nisei have to associate with  Mexican, . 

>11 of the fellows wore stag and they were eager to d ace bu t there 

weren't enou h girls. "I knew someof the Gil. nisei there bu t there 

weren't too ni ny of them.  ;  The people I sow were mostly the rowdy 

type. I didn't see any fellow there that looked like they h ; d any 

ambition. You know what I neon. .They wort the ordinary t ype of 

nisei. It was awful. 
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"The dance didn't look nice at all and I was thinking that 

suppose the Mayor of t ie oity saw that group. I wouldn' t have 

locked nice for un, The girls ca le with dates  i  nd they were all 

pretty young, rone of the girls showed off by jitterbug.  ;in, •  but 

most of the girls were all right, I didn't like the way some of 

them jitterbugged though with the Mexican fellows becaus e it didn't 

look decent, 'taybe it was the che p atmosphere of the dan ce hall 

th t made it thic way because I usually don*t object to jit ter-

bugging. 

"  T y escort was from Gamp lavage and there were three couples 

in our group. The fellows heard that there was a nisei dance and 

they ..anted to go. I didn't object because I was expecting to see a 

nice group of nisei there and I thought it would be a nice s mooth 

dance like we had back home. I thought that the danoe wou ld be M m m 

*mmm* done in a calm way and I didn't Imagine that it woul d be 

like it was« 

f? I don't think they should have any more of those kind of 

dances. They should only have small groups of nisei M eet like 

from the northside-or northwest or soutside. They should n't have 

it so every me c nos together in one pi: ce from all o ver Chioa o. 

In th t way it would be a more friendly group and there would n't be 

t lose jealousies and b d atmosphere that you had in that la rge 

dance. uch awful da  icer,  „ill keep the nisei girls from going and 

it won't "lake then feel very good about it. ¿ho d; nee wa s so bad 

that we left after one hour. 

"Gosh, what v funny crowd. I wonder what other nisei thought 

about it? I met some old acquaintances the e and I'm going t o call 

them up some time and ask them how they felt about the danc e. I 
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don't know who in the world put that dance on. They sold tickets 

at 41.50 a couple. It wrsn't worth it at all. I'll never go to 

such an affair again. I like nisei groups, but not that  kind. J 

thought it was goin to be so good too. I cure was disappointed . 

I don't know what makes the nisei boys act that way. They w eren't 

that way before. ^Taybe they were too eager to noet the gi rl3 and 

they wanted to show off. However, I don't think they came with the 

purpose of making trouble though. I did hear that seme of  th -  stag 

fellows wanted to make a fight with one follow who brought a date 

but I don't know if they really had a fight. I heard that  there was 

a fi, ht afterwards but that may only bo a rumor. 

"Maybe the reason for the atmosphere was because the nisei 

were looking for new people to noet. '¿hey don't have dan ces very 

often out here and the nisei have to get rid of their exc ess energy. 

They just work and sleep and eat and they want dances too. I t is 

too b:.d that it turned out this way. I think the nisei h ave lost 

all of their manners. ^ lot of thorn looked like they wer e having 

fun, but I still think it was a lousy affair. I'm g I d tha t no 

respeotable halmjin saw that crowd. I said to my escort th t I 

thought there was going to be a fight there and sure onou ;h I did 
� 

hear of one afterwards. The soldiers we went with didn't li ke it 

all all» They all noticed the number of soot suiters an d the long 

hair of the boys but they didn't condemn then too much. The y 

thought that til nisei girls like t o zoot suiters. I'd ha te to 

hi  ve sonebody say they saw no at that dance. It's a funny t' lag to 

say but it is true. Until the nisei get more manners, I'm  not roing 

to any more of those things* I think it hurts our reputatio n." 

V 
\  



Vogue Tea Dance 
' Nov. 21, 1943 

The following is Alfred Doi's aceount of the second tea dance 

sponsored by the Vogue School of fashion Art and Interior Dec ora-

tion specially for the some SO nisei students enrolled i n this 

school and their friends. It was held at the school located at 

116 S. Michigan ^ve on Sunday afternoon, Nov. 21, 1943, at 2:3 0 

o'  clock. 

Sunday afternoon I went to the Vogue tea dance which the n isei 

girl students put on. It started at 2:30 but I didn't get there 

until 5 o'clock. It was a small group but it was held in a darn 

good place. 

They plan to have another party in December and I got an in-

vitation. I'll see if I can get Frank and Michi and invitati on 

because it is a nice sort of party that they could go to. I'll try 

to get an invitation for Tom and Tomi too. 

There were about 60 to 90 people there yesterday; more girl s 

than boys. They were all dressed up and well mannered. I cut up a 

little bit just for the hell of it. 

They gave us coffee ana cake for refreshment. The atmospher e 

was very good and there was-a nice lounge there for people t o sit 

in. The school paid for all the expenses. 

fifr 1' ti  V'i nvf  if  T wi  11 ...¿«.t i e « aat i - o f y i n. . ; 

':.u.v " ' n i"fi  n i' i, ;i q n o j_ � - 1 i  f r e ^^H r r t r j ^T T ?  ̂

1'KTg't'1'ni'TJ 'TT'W*"1' 



Fort Riley Incident 
SUski 
Dec. 2, 1943 

PFO Gen Sonoda, formerly of Compton, California, has been in 

the U.S. Army since March, 1941 and is now stationed at Fort R iley, 

Kansas. He was there when President Roosevelt visited the c amp en 

route home from a trip to Mexico in 1942. 

Ever since he was a child Sonoda had trouble with his vocal 

cords and his voice changes from his normal low tone to a high , 

shrill pitch in the middle of a sentence. He is the only memb er 

of his family whose voice has been affected this way, the ot hers 

all speaking normally. Gen has been conscious of the fact tiat 

his voice changes and that may have much to do toward his bei ng an 

introvert. He is^mall in statute, about 5 feet 2 inches. 

It is evident fiat he does not like the Army and doesn't think 

there is much chance for advancement for the nisei and cons equently 

does not-try very hard. He has been in the Army for two years and 

nine mo iths and has attained the rank of a First Class.Pri -

vate. He said that the one time he thought he had a chance for 

advancement did not result favorably for him so now he has giv en 

up hope. 

The following d» is his account of the incident at For Riley : 

"Yes, I was one of the "sad nisei who were at Fort Riley when 

President Roosevelt came and reviewed the troops. For seve ral days 

before the President came'we knew that he'was due at Fort Ri ley so 

we all looked forward to it. Then one afternoon all the nisei 

soldiers got orders to assembly and get ready ,'or a riarc h. 

marched around and  f i n a l l y  talked"right' into a huge garage where 

the officer said, 'Fall out. Now boys, ha*e a seat and 



take it easy.' 

"We were kert there for three hours. We didn't know why we 

were there. We didn't realize that the Caucasian troops we re out 

in review while we were kept behind locked doors. N turall y, when 

we round out, we got sore. We talked about reporting the ma tter 

to the commander of our camp. But we knew that would have t o'be 

done through the right channels, which meant court marti al for the 

person who issues the complaint. Nobody wanted to be the 'goat', 

so we had to drop the matter. 

"•Most of the boys must have written about this matter to the ir 

folks at home. Anyway, the story leaked out. I think it w as the 

JiiCLw y/ho was responsible for this matter coming to th e attention 

of the War Department, anyway, the result of the protes t from the 

outside resulted in the transfer of the officer who gave the order 

to another camp. He wasn't well liked anyway. 

"The incident is a closed matter now. It's too late to d o 

anything about it anyway. But we all felt pretty bad about  the 

whole thing at t'¡at time. / Some of us knew that we we re getting 

a raw deal from the Army by not being on equal par with t e Cau-

s.sian service men. We were given the office jobs and th e menial 

work. IVe haven't done any drilling or actual practice fo r combat 

work at all.  ie  are jetting stale. The. Caucasian men are being 

sent out left and right and yet the nisei soldiers are kept there 

intact. Once we have over SCO nisei soldiers at the camp b ut not 

we have less than 200, I t ink it's close to 15C all togethe r. 

'We have only one nisei staff sergeant, all other nisei st aff and 

technical sergeants "have been -sent to other camps. T' ally 

isn't enou h work to :eep many sergeants there any  .'  y the 



nisei soldiers. I think v/e would have to go through a lo t of 

training if we were to go out for combat duty,  le  haven't car ied 

guns for a long time now. 

"I think the nest tine President Roosevelt visits out ca mp, 

things will )e different. Now that it's come to tie atten tion of 

the ii/h officers, the nisei soldiers won't be s gr ;ga ted into 

closed quarters during inspection. They won't maize'th at kind of 

mistake again. 

"I've been in tie Army for two years and nine m ath;. aire a d./ 

and I'm still a First class private. I guess I'll never be pro-

mo ed. There isn't much chance for promotion ,or me or any oi 1 the 

other nisei soldiers. I'll probably remain a frist class rrivate 

until t e end of the ,ar. C ce I thought I was going to get pro -

moted to a corporal but I was disappointed. I didn't get a pr o-

motion so nov'V I guess  t  here's no mo  ?e  chance for me. 

"I don't care much for the Army but I ;ue  . s  it's a lot better 

than being out in a big city trying to make a living where co mpe-

tition is great. I guess I'm lucky to be in the Army eve n if it 

d oesn't get ne anywhere." 



Nisei Volunteer 
Deo. 5, 1943 
Suski 

Private Frank Shimada, formerly of San Jose, is one o f 11 

children. He is 27 years old. He was working m in the wholes ale 

produce market prior to the war. At Heart Mountain WHA pr oject he 

was in the men's athletic department. He is an all-around a thlete 

and a conscientious worker. When he volunteered for the Ar my, he 

had quite a time convincing his parents that he did the right 

thing. He is now the second nisei combat team undergoing t raining 

at Camp Shelby. 

Private Shimada, who has been in the Army since July, 1 943, 

expressing the belief that the second combat team would feet s ent 

abroad for duty around February. When asked whether he believed 

the men had enough training and were ready for actual co mbat duty 

Shimada said, "Yes, I believe I am ready after five month s' train-

ing. The work of the private isn't hard. All we have to do is to 

obey orders. It's the sergeants, the lieutenants, captain s and 

the other officers who have the worry. We mam»- buck privat es just 

do what we're told to do. 

"The nisei have a good name' everywhere except near Shelb y. 

The 100th infantry left a good impression. Their captain w as 

a good old Joe. The boys from Hawaii bought up everything and 

spent a lot of money so they were popular with the other sol diers. 

They resented being called Japs and often got into fight s about 

it. When the captain heard about these fights, he said to h is 

men, 'Don't come back until you've beaten them up.' So th ese 

boys didn't get hell when they got into fights. Consequen tly they 

also left a bad name for the nisei soldiers. 

"I'm among the newest recruits at Shelby. I've had only  8 
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weeks basic training while the Hawaiian nisei have had 17 weeks 

so I have no chance for advancement, the other are ahead o f me. 

The basic training was hard for some of the older fellows. It 

wasn't easy to i n cover a 1000 yard course, running 200 ya rds, 

stabbing a dummy with pur bayonet, «ii» climbing up ana  down a 

20 foot peak without falling off and climbing over a 10 foot wall 

with all our equipments. 

"We have good specimen of men in our combat team. We unde r-

went a four-hour physical test and came out 99.1^. In the pr o-

ficiency test our men average 80 to 85. The famous 69th infantry 

of WotId War I scored 35 to 40. 

•'The 100th infantry captured a division once out in one o f 

the maneuvers and the officers didn't know how to scored it a nd 

had to wire to Washington for the information. The infant ry had 

1000 men and captatured a division which had from 10,000 to 15,000 

men. The division crossed the bridge and blew up two bridg es, 

•making it impossible to cross the river. The 100th infant ry swam 

the river and caught the division unawares. 

"When the 100th infantry goes on a four or five day tramp ing 

trip, no matter how tired they are, when they march int o the camp 

they march with pride with their heads up. You don't se e the 

hakujin soldiers doing this. 

"I had to guard some German prisoners once. We were given 

orders to point our guns away from the prisoners but ordere d to 

shoot to kill if necessary, ^bout 40 guards watch over 500 pri-

soners. The german prisoners are healthy and rugged. They a re 

handsome men. They have to march about half a mile to the place 

where they  i  re put to work chopping trees. The men keep in step 



nisei volunteer - 3 

and sing as they inarch along. They all have good voices. I t's 

jî st like you see in the movies. The prisoners are both you ng and 

old, some of them are grey haired but the majority are goo d 

physical specimen and work to keep themselves fit. The gu ards 

don't force them to work for the prisoners don't have to wo rk if 

they don't want to. Down in Alabama the girls whistle at the 

prisoner as they pass by on a truck. 

"When we were on maneuvers we were orders to keep hidden and 

keep quiet. The mainland nisei follow orders and stay in the 

shadows and keep quiet but the Hawaii nisei don't care. The y talk 

out loud and do shadow boxing to keep warm and here we ar e shiver-

ing in our hiding places. One time I made a nice fox hole a nd 

camouflaged it so well that an officer nearly stepped on me. I 

sure scared him when I yelled,  T Hey, watch out there!' 

"Some times when we p h é é have target practice, we take 

turns sitting in a hole and hold up a target. We are told t o keep 

our heads in the hole. The target, which is a picture of a man' s 

body from the hips up, is held up. The bullets generally whi z by 

about a foot above the hole, ^ome of these crazy &uys hold the 

target in one hand and stick their heads out of the hole t o <atch 

the shooting. They could get killed but they just don't kn ow any 

better. I found some card board and brushes éo I put this ov er 

the water and kept warm but one of the poor fellows had to sit in 

water two feet deep during the whole target practice. A fter the 

practice was over I noticed several bullet holes in a ca rd board 

which was on the ground in front of my hole. So you see, if I 

had stuck my head out like some other crazy fool, I might have been 

shods. 
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"On my furlough I went back to Heart Mountain for a visi t. 

At the railroad station I met a Caucasian w ü é v sailor who had 

just come back from the Aleutians. He told me that a lot of the 

sailors shot each other and that's why so many of them wer e hurt. 

He had the experience of having a boat shot under him. All of the 

soldiers and sailors I've met so far have been very friendl y and 

cordial to me. I get along with them. 

"If and when our unit gets sent overseas I believe we wil l 

be the spearhead or the delayed action groups for the s econd 

front. I guess a lot of us will be killed. But I believe I a m 

ready for it." 



Nisei Arrested for Violation of Curfew Law 
Suski 
Dec. 3, 1£43 

En route home to Phoenix, Arizona to visit his mother and 

two brothers following the end of the chick sexing season in I owa,*«* 

Ted Yoshimura had an unfortunate incident at a small town o f 

Holbrook (Arizona), just inside the state of Arizona from N ew 

Mexico. Ted has visited friends in Gallup, New Fexico and was 

urged to stay over night and start off in the morning, how ever, he 

was anxious to get home and left i^ttic evening. It was du ring 

the early part of M a y ^ f * 

"Just after I muss* entered the town of Holbrook I was st opped 

by a highway patrol man. He accused me of breaking the curfew 

law when he discovered I was of Japanese ancestry. He als o said 

that I had contraband, meaning my large spot light* attac hed to 

the car, and a large lamp' in the rear of the car which I explain ed 

that I wad to use in my work as a chick sexor. Of course he h eld 

the upper hand so I had to be nice to him. 

"He told me he would have to book me at the jail and wa it for 

an investigation. He left his car on the road and got into m y car 

and drove it to the town of Holbrook, but not until he had put 

handcuffs on me. At Holbrook he said he would have to sto p at his 

house and see his wife for a few minutes. In front of his house 

he handcuffed me to the.steering wheel while he went into his 

house. I sure felt like running away then. I knew I could dr ive 

even if I was handcuffed to the wheels, but something kept  tie  from 

doing it. 

"When we started toward the jail, he asked me if I wanted to 

have some breakfast before being booked. I mumbled th at I wasn't 
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hungry when when the officer told me that he hadn't had hi s break-

fast yet and he was hungry, I told him that I would have som e 

coffee. He drove and parked right in front of a restaurant . When 

I asked whether he was going to take the handcuffs off, he  waited 

until I got out of the car with him. There was a group of men 

standing in front of the restaurant and naturally when t hey saw 

my hands with handcuffs they came around to talk to the  officer. 

I sure felt like a criminal then. Finally the officer too k off 

the handcuffs and we went into the restaurant but I wasn' t hungry. 

"After he had his breakfast the officer he took me to the 

jail which was right across the street from the restauran t. 

While en route to this restaurant the officer talked in a friendly 

manner, asking me where I was from. When he found out I was f rom 

IttwiiM. Phoenix, he asked me if I knew various stores a nd I an-

swered in the affirmative. He said he had been in phoeni x a 

number of times and had seen many Japanese there. His fr iendly 

attitude changed when we got to the jail and I was booked  for 

carrying contraband. 

"They put me in a cell which had a dirty bed. I didn't even 

feel like sitting down on it, it was so dirty. The cell had n't 

even been cleaned for so long, it sure was stinky. The re were 

three Indians and three Caucasian in the jail. During mea l time 

they brought food from the restaurant across the street but the 

dishes were dirty so I didn't feel ¿Like eating. I lost 10  pounds 

during the three days I was in jail there. 

"The F.B.I, report on me was complete. I had testified  that 

I didn't live in Phoenix but-in Iowa and I was just visiti ng my 

family there. The report said that I had gone into Arizona several 
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times and even had the dates. It was conflicting storie s that 

kept me there for three days. My attorney of Phoenix fina lly got 

me out after paying §150. They didn't even take away my 

spotlight and lamp after it was declared contraband. Anyw ay the 

case against me was dismissed and was I glad to get out of the re. 

I hope that's the first and last time I'll ever be put in jail. 



Midland Hotel Dance 
Dec. 25, 1943 
S 

There were quite a few comments on the Christmas night da nce 

which was held at the Midland Hotel on Jec. 25. An admiss ion of 

$2.50 per couple was charged. Alfred Doi, who went late to the 

dance, was charge half price as it was 11:45. He had the fol low-

ing to say about the dance: 

"I went to the Christmas dance late. I got there about 11:45 

and got in for half price. I didn't mind paying the full p rice 

because I was flushed. I won ^10 in a poker game that night and 

that's.why I was late. I was supposed to pick up my date a t 9:30 

but it was 11 when I got to her place. 

"At the hotel when we were walking up the stairs, there were 

two drunk guys in the way. One of them said, 'Hi-ya, bright 

eyes.' My date didn't say anything and I wasn't going to b udge 

for no drunk guy. Then one of them said, 'You want to start some-

thing?' I didn't say  r mmuz nothing to nobody, especially a drunk 

guy. 'i'hen I heard one of them yell they could beat up anybody. 

I thought to my self ataran kawari ni kawari nashi (touch n othing 

and hurt nothing)." 

When asked whether he was drunk that night or not, i>oi re -

torted: ' ! H0w in the hell do you think I could win 10 bucks if I 

were drunk? 

"The crowd at the dance was very big, about 250 people , I 

should say. '̂ here must have been from 70 to 80 stags t here. At 

the end there were about 50 stags, '̂ here were no brawls, not that 

I know of. They had a six-piece orchestra. It was a good comb i-

nation. They didn't have any drinks on the same Eloor but  there 

was a bar in the floor below and I saw lots of guys around th ere. 
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But I saw a lot of bottles around the dance floor.. 

T, I saw a lot of stags from Sacramento but I don't know the m. 

I saw boochie guys with keto women. They weren't high class wome n. 

There were about three or four of them. I also saw a couple of 

ainoko guys. There was a distinction in the types of men there, 

gentlemen and zoot suiters. I noticed five or six real z oot suits. 

"I think the crowd had a good time. There were no bouncfe rs as 

far as I could see. I heard the WRA was publicizing this dance so 

some guys though the WRA was sponsoring the dance. Bill S hiota 

t&ld me he went to the WRA one day and someone there told him to 

pass the word around to the boys about this dance. I think it was 

Ben Yoshioka. This dance was much more well organized than the 

Ashland dance but I'd say they barely made eut even becaus e the 

expenses must have been high. 

"What made me decide to go to the dance? I knew no one of 

you guys would go and I wanted to do you a favor by going and 

reporting it to you. None of my friends went to the da nce because 

most of them went back to Rohwer for a visit. About 10 or 11 o f 

them took a week off. 

"I didn't see any unusual incidents. By the way, your s ister 

(Charlie's) is a good rhumba-ist. The girls there were in- between. 

It was a rather young crowd. 

"I went up to the can and.I saw some guys who were sick. A 

couple of them were puking. When I was going up the stairs, 

couple of drunk guys  tetishe  brushed me as they came down and one of 

them said, »You want to make something of it?' But I didn't  say a 

word, no use fighting with drunk guys. 

"The Ashiand dance was re lly crowded compared to this dan ce. 
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The stags didn't crowd at this dance. They sat around or s tood 

by the door and watched the people come in. There were a lot of 

sad looking guys. There was a good cross section of old a nd young 

guys. They didn't cut in much. 
that 

"The funny thing is/there were mostly couples or double <•> 

couples here and there. I knew about 10 people there. It w as a 

totally different crowd from that at the Ashland dance. I did n't 

see many whom I saw at the other dance. The hakujin women I aww 

looked like B-girls. They weren't real drunk though. 

"There wasn't much circulation among the people. I gues s 

they figured that a lot of fellows were drunk and if th ey cut in 

on the$, they may be nasty about it." 

The subject of discussion shifted to the New Year's Eve so cial 

activities and centered on the dance for Pacific Northwest nis ei 

at the Hull House. It is a closed affair and open to those from 

Oregon and Washington. 

Doi said, "Yes, a lot of Californians are sore about that 

dance. They say that they talk about assimilation and then they 

go ahead and have their own social. Who do they think they ar e, 

better than Californians? George Wada and Elmer Yoshi... something 

or other are different.  -  They said that another Washingtonian guy 

had something to do with this social. They talk about ass imilation 

and they're jamming things from the beginning. Here in Chi cago 

they have a lot of inaka peis (country hicks). But the W ashing-

tonians like California women because they're better loo king." 

Charlie: "I like Washington women. They got white complex ion.' 

Tom: Yes, Washington lilies. I heard one guy say, 'Let's g o 

to the Hull House and throw a stink bomb in there. They won't 

have any big bouncers there.'" 
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Charlie - "Some boys think they're missing out on something, 

that's why they want to go to all the socials." 

Frank -"The Hull House affair is an invitation to something ." 

Charlie -"The northerners think the Californianss are t oo 

cliquish so they're putting on this Hull House affair to meet th eir 

own friends." 

Doi - "The Washingtonians say we're civilized, look at the 

zoot suiters." 

Charlie - "The sectional stike becomes acute in rega rd to the 

boy-girl relations." 



I i yamot o Uot eB 
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Li ¿a  TLSa *9
 S ¿ v .* JD.-'v  JC*Ss  L U L L HOj J   ̂

On December £1, we received among our Christmas mail a 

postcard inviting 4iciii and myself to a flew * ear's :ve danc e at 

Hull iiouse. The card read; 

Dear Mr, and Mrs. frank Miyamoto: 

Is yo$r big question for Kew dear's Eve "what to do?" 
How would seel np  in 1944 with jour friends at the world-
famed null-House stri&e jou? Well a frroup of us from the 
Uorthwest are working towards a gala partj (dancing, re-

- freshments, f-.ud favors) at this location. ill we ask f rom 
¿ou is en immediate reply (Yes or no) to our query, "can 
¿ou come?" 2our cooperation will make this a rousing suc -
cess. ¿don't you come? 

Place: Hull House, 800 S. Halsted, BowenBal l . 
Polk St. Entrance. 

Time: 6 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

Cordially yours, 

Baiki Mlyagrwa, Invitation Chairman 

will ¿you act as chaperones? 

Service ifcn or an out-of-town relative are welcome. 

ichi's reaction to the card was, "Isn't thst an amateurish 

invitation card, ^hy don't nisei learn how to make out inv itations 

properly. That sounds like something put out by  b  i?roup of his-h-

school youngsters for a high-school dance, but no adult h akujin 

would send an invitation like that for a dance." 

A couple of days later, I ran into Frank Tanabe at the WRA 

office, and since I knew th? t he was living at the Maple Manor 

where Daiiii and his group lived, I presumed that he would k now 

something about the proposed Bew Year's affair, and asked h im 

about it. I did not know then that he was one of the main sponsors 

of the affair, and he said nothing to indicate his part in pro moting 
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the dance, out when I inquired of the dance, Frank made this com-

ment: "2ah, some of the guys are holding- the dance. The Horthwest 

kids feel they don't want to go to an affair with Californ ians 

jou know how rowdy they pet so they decided to have a separa te 

dance." When I told Tom stout ¿'rank's comment, his imme diate reply 

was, "Jesus, wait'll the Galifornians hear ebout that. T here'll 

be plenty of trouble if they find out the reason for the So rthwest 

guys holding a separate dsnce." Uor was it long before a grea t 

many Californians learned of the attitude of the northwes t reset-

tiers that caused them to hold their affair separately. Doi drop-

[ ed into the office a few days before the dance, and commen ting 

on what he had heard about  t he JSorthwesterners, he said, "Who 

the hell do they think they are? They talk about the Cslifo rnians 

not being assimilated and then they go off and hold a danc e ell 

ty themselves." If there was any sectional schism among  the Chi-

cago resettlers before this, the news of the exclusively orthwest 

Uew Year's Pance seemed to aggravate the hostility mo/e t han ever. 

Tom, Charlie, and ioi, reported  -  that  p. one  of the California fel-

lows were plenty sore, and they were threatening to crash t he af-

fair and make it plenty tough for the "snooty" £ orthw esterners. 

In fact, it all seemed to indicate a somewhat unpleasant e vening 

for us as chaperones if the Californians carried out the ir threat. 

We learned that Tom and Hose Okabe had also been asked to 

attend the dance as chaperones, and since they live in t he same 

apartment building with us, we promised to go together. I t turned 

out that we were somewhat delayed by having to move into o ur new 

bedroom which our landlady opened u£ to us, and Pom and Bose left 

before us. It was not until about 9:30 or even later that w e 
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boarded the £1. Four nisei, a girl and three fellows, da shed on 

the train rip-ht behind us, and set across from us. It was evident 

from their conversation that they too were going to the se me place, 

They looked to be about twenty or twenty-one; in any ca&e, we felt 

they were much younger than we. There were relatively fe w people 

on the car goins* toward the Loop, and the nisei across from us 

were actine rather pay in a somewhat inhibited manner. Th e pirl 

pulled out package of chewing gum, passed it around, e nd then 

rolled up the wrapping from her stick and coyly threw it  at fine 

of the young fellows silting next to her. All of them we re neatly 
physical 

dressed. and except for their Oriental/appearance, they  miprht hove 

been just another small group of young Americans.  1  ichi remarked 

ttet one of them hod a typically Japanese face, of the type that 

one often sees smonr college students in Japan, but a secon d fellow 

was lirht complo.ioncd, rosy, and looked cleanlj wished b ehind the 

ears, while the third youn^ fellow seemed to asstme a ae tonair mien 

and was apparently the leader of the group. U. though I fel t that 

there was nothing especially objectionable in the behavi or of these 

nisei,  I  ichi felt that they were trying to be unnaturally pay and 

rather objected to them; she particularly disliked thei r rather 

puerile behavior, such as the girl tossinp the gum wrapp ing at 

her escort. It struck me that it was their self consciousn ess 

that gave them a rather immature appearance, for it seem ed to me 

apparent from their facial expression that they were trji n^ des-

perately to look poised and natural. 

Hull Mouse is prison-like even in the daytime, but the 

shadows et night pave it an almost ominously dark aopear ance, and 

the silent streets surrounding it with its occasions! lu rking sha-
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dowe had all the atmosphere of a  .  lum street at night in the moviees 

We wi Iked along Polk St, looking for the dance hall, a nd although 

there were some lighted windows, it was impossible to tell from 

the outside exactly where the hall was. X had carelessly as sumed 

that I knew the Hull House well Enough to find the hall, b ut had 

not anticipated the difficulties in the dark, and it was o nlj be-

cause we ran into a night watchman going his rounds that we found 

the entrance without further trouble. 1 noticed, as I en#te xed 

the inconspicuous doorway,that there was a sign that coul a to 

very vaguely made out which saia, "DANCE—BOWiiU HAIL". 

Bouen hall is a gymnasium that is used for various purposes . 

There is a very short flight of stairs rising from the en trance 

door to the gym door, and the nisei had a tatle at the top of the 

stairway where they were tricing admission.  ;  rank Tanabe was smong 

the three or four nisei standing around this tatle, K-n d, because 

we were the chaperones, he waved us in without asking admiss ion, 

¿'here was no check-room, out coast were draped on chair s and tables 

in an ante-room off the ^ain floor. The hall, which was o bviously 

constructed as a multi-purpose gymnasium, was fairly lar ge and roomy 

but it looked old and much used. At the far end, there was a 

portable platform that jutted quite far out into the floo r, and 

a row of tall Christmas trees were arrayed in the front t o hide 

it from view. >ome attempts had been made to decorate the wa lls 

with red, white and Dlue crepe paper, but because of the hip-h 

cellinged lights end the generally antiquated appearanc e of the 

place, it had evidently teen impossible to make the place over 

into a gay or sophisticated dance hall. 
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We had been delayed in our arrival because our elevated 

train was stalled for almost twenty minutes, and it must h ave 

been around  10:  SO or 11:00 when we arrived. The jrjrty was evi-

dently in a very dull stage when we rrived.  A group of accut 

fifty people were lined up in two rows opposite eech other ne ar 

the center of the floor playing games. T be master of cere monies, 
w ' 

iioiohi Lay  a phi,  who st one time made a small name for himself 

on the vest Coast as the band leader of the Mikado Swing O rchestra, 

was putting on the l̂araor personality in an effort to ar ouse 

the group, but not with any great success. Part of the atten dants 

were sitting along the sidelines on the chairs that were lined 
time 

against the walls. \t this/eta+e there must have been «bout one 

hundred people in all present; there were several Ca ucasians end 

other nationalities (Indian and Hexic&n) present omon? r the players. 

Among these guests were Mr. Bririton and his daughter, who was with 

her young sailor cousin, Mr. Ballard, the heed of Bull Ho use, and 

his wife, several Mexican boye who were tagging along behi nd Mr. 

Ballard, an Indian girl living at the Hull house who passed th rough 

the Hall on one ocaaslon, ^nd a few others. But the t/ulk of those 

present were very young nisei from the Northwest, prob ably averag-

ing not much more tbsn twenty years of age. 

Presently the games ended, the juke box on the platform 

was turned on, and all the young people resumed their danci ng. 

The dancing continued for about half an hour, not with a ny great 

enthusiasm, -nd ae s few newcomers drifted into the door way, they 

seemtd to look with eome skepticism at the slow tempo of t he af-

fair. When the fast music was turned on, only one or two c ouples 
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ventured on the floor, and as they danced by themselves th ey could 

be^ seen joking rather embarrassedly about their own b oldness. 

On the slower sireet music, some of the bolder ones wo uld venture 

on the floor first, and would be gradually joined by others who 

obviously wanted to dance but seemed unable to find the c ourage 

to do so. inhere were a group of boys gathered on the sidel ines 

near me, and X could see them eyeing the Pirls as the mus ic began, 

and excited talking amone them as they argued whether t o dance or 

not. Presently they made a dash for the seated jrirls, and carried 

hem off to the dance floor, This sort of thing went off on  for 

a while, until presently the M.C. ennouned refreshments, an d a 

line began to form in one corner where the punch and sandwic hes 

were being served. At the same time, the nisei sponsors be gan 

passing out paper hats, horns, claques, and confettis. Bef ore 

the group had f* irly begun eating their refreshments,  J  oichi 

Hayashi climbed on the platform, and began calling the  group to 

gather in front of the platform to greet the Hew dear's in at 

midnight. 

The most impressive aspect of the whole affair to this 

point was the almost pathetically unexciting atmosphere i n the 

place. There seemed to e*ist an underlying tension amon g the 

people, as if they had come to the dance expecting th relea se 

a lot of energy, and yet were inhibited from doinpr so by the 

general lack of excitement among the others, of those 

present wore rather passive if not sour countenances as i f they 

were fated to pass the all-important zero hour withou t the ex-

citeiuent which they undoubtedly had hoped for. It was n ot in 
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any thing that was said that one gained this impressio n, but rather 

in their formal ano almost disappointed behavior that th is came 

out. If there was any excitement, it took place in small groups 

of threes and fours as old friends met again for the firs t time 

in Chicago, or some self consciously gay youths tethered fo r their 

own merriment. 

About ten minutes to twelve, Koichi bersn shouting fr om 

the platform almost frantically indicating thot all the p eople 

should gather in front of it. A group of us older people pres-

ent responded, and the others slowly drifted top-ehter . Mr. Brin-

ton of the WBA, who lives at Hull House, was in front of th e whole 

group trying to stimulate them to a little more lively r esponse, 

and he would call off at intervals tbe minutes as they pa ssed. 

Other nisei brought out their watches pnd shouted their co rrection, 

of his time, and under this stimulus, a certain amount of a in de-

veloped in the group. koichi in the meantime had conta cted richi 

to ask that she play Auld Lang Syne at the piano, and he was shout-

ing instructions to the audience that they should let po with every-

thing at the indicated moment, and that they should joi n in a 

chorus of Auld Lang Syne, he could hsrdly make himself heard o ver 

the lpuffhter and conversation thot was now going on. Som e of 

the people began throwing their streamers and confett i before 

midnight, and there was some confusion as various people .iiouted 

out different times. At midnight and for several minutes there-

after, there was much noisifaaking as people tooted their h orns 

loudly, and the fellows playfully draped the rirls with s treamers. 
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Small groups of friends went through the conventional fo rms of 

hand-si akins* and shouting "Happy Bew Years. 1" at e a o b ^ M i i other, 

tooting their horns in each other's faces as they did so. he n 

Miohi was asked to play Auld Lang Syne, end the crowd joined  in 

rather dismally, ihls was followed with a chorus of "Bow *>wn 

to Washington" at Hayashi's suggestion, pnd the sinking e nded 

with a more rousing- "Hail, Hail, the Gangs all here!" 

,fter a certain amount of this festivity, the juke box 

was again turned on, and the dancing was resumed with a lot  more 

ppirit than had existed previously. The hell was by thi s time 

fairly well littered with colorful paper confetti, and t he 

appearance of the hall had been sufficiently disturbed to ^ive 

a more informal and dance-like atmosphere. little grouts con-

tinued to drift in to join the dancers on the floor, ^ nd by the 

time Michi and I left, there must have teen close to 1.00 pe ople 

present. There were others who fcad come arid prone, while the re 

was also a cottering who merely looked in at the doorw^ to 

see what the ;oings on were. 

Before this dancing was resumed,however, there as an 

announcement and a speech made. iaiki Miyagowa came up to  :  ichi 

and a el-ted that she and Rose Okabe oertfrcipate in handi ng r. Bal-

lard, the head of the Hull House, the net profit of fifte en dollars 

which the sponsors had made on the dance, tr. Ballard then a sked 

for one minute to make a little speech, something which he had 

had in mind all evening since he previously mentioned to me that 

there was something he wanted to say to the group. "he spe ech 

wes in the nature of extending greetings from rabassador Grew 

who hed learned about the nisei £?ew J ear's Affair from on e of 
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the trustees of Hull house. The trustee had transmitted t he mes-

sage to Mr. Ballard, and Mr. Eallard was extending on this  message, 

which he considered of great importance to the nisei, through 

this dance. Mr. Grew had expressed his regret that he could not 

personally extend his greetings to the group on this Nev Year, but 

he was required to be on his way. However, in his speeches  in 

the country, he was trying to explain to the American peo ple that 

it is only the military clique in Japan that  fcfcis  nation should 

be cozicorned to defeat, and that the Japanese in Ameri ca, p rticu-

lorly the citizens, should not be mr.de the objects of t heir hatred, 

nr. Ballard emphasized the importance of this message from l ?r. 

Brow, m d it was evident that he was seeking for words to e xpress 

most sincerely end emphatically the significance of 3r. Cr ew's 

talks in this country. The nisei audience listened politel y, and 
thought  A 

clipped politely/with boiiig enthusiams. 

In tho post-midnight dancing, there was much more enthu -

siasm than had been noticeable at any time previously during the 

evening. There was no cutting in, but the fellows were re gularly 

walking up to ¿iris sitting along the sidelines to take them onto 

the dance floor. Some fellows were sitting with girls, b ut more 

frequently, groups of girls sat among themselves wi l ing to be 

called for b$ tho fellows, while the fellows gathered in the 

darker corners of the room to scan the sidelines and pick o ut 

their victims. There was no drinking of any kind in evidenc e, 

and Mr. Brinton's daughter, whom i danced with once, apo logized 

saving, "Oh, 1 hope I don't smell like a liquor store. X too k 

my cousin across the street for one glass of b e e r — I thou ght 

he deserved that much since he had to go back tonight from his 
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f u r l o u g h — b u t you know how beer is, it smell; more than an y-

thing else. t this kind of a dance, 1 didn't want to seem a s 

if I'd been drinking*" :;ven George Taki mentioned that  he hadn't 

had a drop. I noticed one fellow on the canco floor once wea r in? 

a long overeost as he danced, end he seemed peculiarly ou t of 

place ^monr this group. "Pachook" haircuts were notable fo r their 

absence, and Bob i-inoshita's long hair rnd sideburns w ere promi-

nent because of its uniqueness. In fact, some of the  Vox  U.wester-

ners immediately singled him out as that Los Angeles fell ow although 

it's unlikely that very many of them knew who he was. oc casionally, 

a jitterbug tune was turned on, but except for a possible thre e 

or four couples who were doing the jitter  bur,  there were very 

few who deviated from the conventional shuffle of the f ox trot, 

i ob ¿inoshita and Aileen ilagatomi, in fact, were the o nly ones 

approximator the fancy jitter tug steps I'd seen among the Sacra-

mento }Oun§ people in Tule Lake, and the two or three o<bh ers that 

\ ere attempting it were very evidently new at this form of dancing. 

1 en tie Jitterbug tines were on, the bulk of the dancers stayed 

off the floor  anc watfched Bob and Aileen  as if they were a floor 

show by themselves. 

The or  nee was to end at  It  00 accorainp: to the schedule 

nnounced in their invitation, but Vr. Ballard allowed the m to 

extend the tLv.e, and it continued on until ebout 2:Of a. m. ve 

left about 1:30 a.m. while the dancing was still poing on vipoi-

ously. e later heard from Satchi rujimoto that Charlie' s sister 

lAoiikb  led the whole group in dancinp the Conpa* She said that 

everyone joined in at Mariko's encouragement and had a goo d time 
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dancing the Congo; "She was the girl in a red dress with Ge orge 

I&ki," was the way Sachi described her, "Oh, is that M*rik o 

¿likuchi? She 1 s  an awfully attractive girl, isn't she." bellows 

like Bot Kinoshita and riils like liariko rather stood ou t in 

the crowd at this dance. 

I talked to ¿'rank Tanabe, one of the sponsors, in tixe 

refreshment line a little before midnight. Fiank volunte ered 

the information that, "I don't know how weJei goinp- to com e out 

financially. '.'Ve haven't counted up the money yet, b ut we're 

afraid that we may £0 into the hole. Some of the fellows  here 

been making ¿Q:iaxx.a already that we're making money off this 

thing, but th.t's not the idea with which we started i t. It's 

pretty expensive holding a dance of this kind because it 'a hard 

to get txio refreshments with rationing on. .»e didn't hav e enough 

ration points to -et moot for the sandwiches, so ue h ad to p:o to 

the caterers and have them make up the sandwiches for us. "hat 

the sandwiches run up into :̂ uite a bit of money." /rank 

looked rather tired and worried.  1  It later turned out that they 

had -uade fifteen dollars beyond their expenses, nd wer e even 

able to present M the profit to the Lull House. 

i went over to Daikl to ask him a few questions about the 

dancc. remarked, "Loy, I'm tired. I aon't feel like danc-

ing. It was Fran,- Fanaoe who pot the idea of holding this thing. 

A bunch of us Northwest kids were at the hotel one day tolki ng 

aoout socials and they suggested that it would be a good  idea if 

the Northwest prroup bed a dance of their own New Yeax's Sve. ?rank 

pushed the idea, and I was the one who discouraged it;  but in the 

end, I helped out too. That's the way it always is. itank  is 
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always thinking up these  .  ocials, out 1 don't think it's a rood 

idea to have too many nisei gatherings so 1 try to prevent him 

from carrying out his ideas. But you know how it is, the ni sei 

went to get together, ana I figure that this being 2lew Years and 

the nisei don't have very many places to go so that it does n't 

hurt once in a while. £unoh of the kids at our place wor ked on 

it. ¿here axe a couple of ¿oxltand kids, arid  ¿soj  e of us Seattle 

fellows. ¿e've been here since three o'clock this after noon* 

got ting the pi&ce ready, .ix. Ballard's been swell; h e's been 

with us all the time, and he even helped us put up some o f the 

aecoxation. .hen we were getting the refreshments, he v.ent after 

the water ana icea; oh, he's helped us a lot." 

"Vie got the idea of the dance quite a while ago, so we 

went around to Sill McZee to ask his suggestion for a dance h all, 

ie told us we mi*ht try the Hull House, so /rank and I come he re 

and after seeing this hall, took it right away ana didn't  tr. 

anywhere else, i'he hull house asked only fifteen dolla rs for 

tneir expenses, which was very reasonable. The main expen se was 

fox the refreshments oecause we couldn't make the sandwi ches our-

selves, aai we had to have some caterers do it for us. " 

"Some of the guys have already been say  ins?:  that we're try-

ing to ma&e a profit off this thing, fhat wasn't our idea  at all. 

Ihey come up to us and say, 'You guys must be making a pile of 

aough on this,' ox 'how about a rake-off' and all that so xt of 

thing, .»e'd hoped that we'd make enough bo that we could  make 

a contribution to the hull House., but we weren't sure for  a while 

that we'd clear anything. <ftcx all, 1 think it makes g p- ood 
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impression if we can help out en orp-anizstion of this kin d. 

Some of these ^uys Jump to conclusions when they see the aaney 

in the oaah cos." 

"It's been a little slow getting stained; I i>ues3 the 

fiorthwefet ¿ids uxe just naturally quiet; cut I guess the people 

axe enjoying- themselves quite well« Some of the Califor nia ¿<.ids 

came ovex fxom the Skyline Cluo dance, and they wexe sayi ng that 

it was lousey over there and that ouxs is better, I'm pla d it's 

i>  oing ovex, any  way.  * 

ihe threatened "intrusion" by the California group didn' t 

materialize, and evexything ended quietly.  I'x  •  Ballard had asked 

a policeman to be in attendance, and he was standing arou nd for a 

part of the evening. ihe whole affaix was a typically Ifo rthwest 

affair, "dull",I would say, and rather unexciting, -art of the 

difficulty was that the people present didn't seem to k now each 

other too well although they were mostly from the same secti on 

of the northwest. There was a certain number from the old er age 

group-—perhaps, I was the oldest nisei present--, but th e bulk 

of them were scattered anywhere between the ages of eight een and 

twenty-five, ¿tags were relatively few in numbers, or, ¡/jxiiapB, 

there must r. ve been a fail sprinkling of stagettes, tut in  - tny 

case the sex xatio was fairly woll proportioned etc. etc. 


