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Aftermath of picnic I awoke this morning about 8:00 a.m., rather
sore all over from the outing at Jackson Park yesterday. It was
fun playing ball end treasure hunting with the profs and studens
of the Soc, department, but the sore muscles this morning indi-
cate how badly out of condition I now am,

Charlie's problems Charlie arrived shortly after I reached the
office. He seemed obviously concerned about some problem, and
though it was a personal matter that most immediately concerned
him, he opened the discussion by referring to the general ten-
dencies toward the development of a Nisei society. Charlie can
understand but can't appreciate the Nisei desire to seek out their
own kind, As it seems to him, they should make everyeffort to
break away from the viscious circle of all-Nisei activity that
characterized their life on the West Coast, but, on the contrary,
the Nisei are making no effort to integrate themselves into the
larger community.

He illustrated the problem with an account of the discussion
that took place with his sisters yesterday. Emiko has become mix-
ed up with a "rowdy" group that has come out from Gila, and she
is particulerly interested in a certain fezlow in this group.
The affair had started down in Gile when Emiko was working at
the camaflouge net project. She became accuainted with a "rowdy"
element---those that hung around the centeens all day, just smok-
ing and fooling around, interested only in jitterbugging and try-
ing to take girls up the hill to"make" them,---throuch one of
her fellow workers, Nency. Charlie kept her under control for
some time, but ds their time of departure from Gila arrived,
Emiko insisted that she should be given the chance to go out
with them since she might not see them again, The boys of this
group volunteered for the army, and some of those who were reject-
ed have since come out to Chicego and its vicinity. Two of them
are now working on a small farm near here, but they think they
will give up the job and look for something better in town.

Fmiko now goes around with one of these two boys, a tall
good-looking fellow but with e very ordinary intelligence and
little ambition., Fmiko has the notion that she is fat and un-
attractive, and since this fellow has a slight lameness from
infantile paralysis, the two feel a certain sympathy for each
other, What Charlie fears is that Emiko may be entertaining
thoughts of marriage, for his hope throuchout has been that
Emiko would go on to get some college training and try to get
aconainted with better tyres of fellows. Emiko has talked of
going to college, but she has been uneble to decide upon a ca-
reer for herself and in meny ways her present workseems satis-
factory enougzh to her, But Charlie's arcument is that there may
the initial enjoyment of her present work, but the sort of cleri-
cal work she is doing is bound to become uninteresting. And there
is no long run gains in what she is doing at present, whereas col-
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lege education may provide some lasting benefits to her.

The chief problem for Charlie, however, is that he doesn't
want to see Emiko becoming excessively interested in boys and
sociel life, he'd like to see her become independent of the me-
dioerity of Nisei society, and he'd like to see her married to
some high type of individual after she has spent her next several
years trainingz for some professional specialty that she may be
adapted for, The problem was suddenly brought out prominently
because the #£irl friend, Nancy, has suggested that Emiko room
with Neney, but Charlie has no intention of relinquishing con-
trol over his younger sisters. Fmiko's behavior also influences
the younger sister, Bette, for she can't help but be influenced
by what her older sister may do. Charlie has hopes that Bette
too should go to college, and he doesn't want anything to spoil
that idea in Bette's mind.

Cherlie is a remarkable fellow. He spends a great deal of
time thinking about his younger sisters, and of his responsibili-
ties to them. DMoreover, he handles thems wisely, not trying to
force them into anything they don't went to do yet subtly calling
their attention to interests that may aid in their mental growth.
For instence, Charlie was complaining that he's had magazines and
books lieing around his room hoping that Emiko would pick them
up and read, but she hasn't read a single book since evacuation.
Bette, on the other hend, has shown interest in her schoolwork
at the YMAC high school, espcieally in the discussions of the
older students in the class. Ie has been trving to get the two
interested in reading news events, listening to better musiec, ete.

The point that Charlie was {llustrating in this discussion
is that through these small informal catherings of Nisei, where
the resettlers who are hungry for the sicht of a Japanese face
will go, there will arise the more fully developed Nisei society
of Chicago. The informal groups which constitute the sum total
of Nisei social life are the first signs of defeat in their effort
to get beyond their own group. Charlie apparently hates Nisei
society, perhaps because of his fear of what it may do to his
sisters more than to himself,

Bretheren's Hostel I went out to the Bretheren's this afternoon
in the hope that I might find some people there whom I knew and
could talk to. It was a hot afternoon and there was very little
activity about the place. T announced myself to the secretary,
Virginie Asski, and incuired briefly about the work she was doing
there. ©She had come out from Manzanar ebout five weeks ago, and
hasn't had a chance to look around in Chicago much, especially
sinece she is tied to the desk at the Bretherens. Contrary to
other Nisei, she expressed the opinion that she liked Chicago.
Her home was formerly in Senta Moncia, California.

While I was there looking over their guest book for possible
nemes that I knew, & certain Mr, Copelend from & small town in
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Ohio ceme in looking for someone to work in the shop that he
supervises, Said he, "I'm a member of the Bretheren Church in
Mansville, Ohio, and I heard about your relocation program by
which you're trying to zet evacuees out of the relocation centers.
I wonder if it would be possible to see lir. Smeltzer?" The sec-
retary indiceted that Mr, Smeltzer was not in and could not be ex-
pected in that afternoon. The gentlemen was in a hurry to catch
the evening trein home and therefore left his message with the
secretary, which went as follows: "Well, I heard of your reloca-
tion program and wondered if I might not incuire about it. Our
company prints greeting cards and does other work of the kind,
and we would like to help in the relocation program by employing
an evacuee., You must understand that our company is not one of
those considered war industry and as a consequence wetve—hed—dif=
tieulty we're not able to pay as mich as some of the other com-
panies are able to pay. In fact, our business has been curtailed
somewhat since the outbreak of war because of difficulty in get-
ting material, We want either a person who could work in the of-
fices and also supervise some of the work in the shop---for such
a person we could pay a maximum wage---or we could use girls who
can do typing or stenographic work." s

(The secretary had been insisting for some time that Mr,
Copeland indicate what wages he could pay, for, as she pointed out,
this would be the Pirst cuestion akked by any applicant for the
position.) "Of course, it would be a mistake," continued Mr, Cope-

1end, "Eo measure weces in & small town with that in a place like
Chicego., Living costs ere very low in Mensville, and you can get
elong with much less there then in a big city. Our maximum would
be about a hundred dollers a month. That's what we would pay any-
one who could handle both the office end and some of the shop work.
But we wouldn't pay the maximum for a person who is just beginning;
we'd start him at a lower rate and try him out first, and then if
he shows capabilities, he could be advenced to better pay. We had
a girl who was doing stenographic work for us for three years, and
she started out at fifty dollars a month and got along very well,
She's gone into war work now, but she worked very well for us for
several yvears,"

"T don't know just how to explain my reason for coming and
trying to work with the Bretheren Churth in their relocation pro-
gram, You see, 1 wasn't always a member of the Bretheren Church,
but since I've joined it, it seems to me it has something to offer
that no other religion can give. That's why I don't want. to work
through any other agency than the Bretheren's Hostel in trying to
get an evacuee., 1'm a member of the church and the people talk
my language, end I can understand them, That's why I want to work
through the Church and not the WRA or other groups that may be in-
terested in the relocation program, What I went is that the per-
son who comes out to us should be a person with an opeh mind about
religion. I'd like to show him what the Bretheren Church stands
for, and I'm sure that if he comes with en open mind, I could teach
him the meaning of our church. You see, that's why I'd like to work
throuch this orcanization, because they would understend just the
sort of person 1'm interested in getting. I don't want anyone who
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smokes or drinks, of course. 1ir., Smeltger could probably write
to me and tell me if he knows of anyone that could fit into the
position,”

The conversation between Mr, Copelend and the secretary went
on in this vein, I felt at first that she was too indifferent in
her greeting of the individual, and thet she didn't handle the situ-
ation very smoothly, but as Copeland revealed his offer, I felt that
the secretary's attitude was good enough, I suppose we live too
much in a competitive society today and our moral values have been
warped by materislistic values, But still I resent offers of posi-
tions where there are riders attached, regzardless of what those
"riders" may be., Presumebly, Mr, Copeland offers this job in all
good faith with the hope that he can at the same time make a won-
vert to his religion. EHe may think that he's taking a magnanimous
attitude toward the evacuees, ank attitude that can't help but
make itself felt in the relationships within the office. But one
wonders whether he might not also see in the evacuees a cheap labor
market, a market at the level of which he can make job offers in
the present inflated economic world, and that his religious motives
are not all that they seem,

There was very little stirring at the Hostel, so after a few
remarks about Copeland with the secretary, I took my departure.
I walked back to the St, Louis St. ele¥ated station, bought a pop
to drink, and then went up to the platform to wait the train, A
Niseil girl was sitting there on her suitcase, but I ignored her
since there was no easy possibility of meking an accuaintanceship
to get information out of her. The afternoon was sweltering hot
and people stood around on the platform like so meny wilted plents.
But wherever I go among strancers, I cen't help xmimx zetting over
my consciousness of being a"Jepanese", I wonder how they must look
upon me, especislly if they stare a2t me or give me an unusual look,
As I sit down in the elevated train, I wonder if anyone will venture
to sit next to me, especially if she is a Caucasian woman., I notice
with satisfaction that a youngish sort of woman does sit down next
to me without much compunction---but she should be happy enough to
get any kind of seat in these crowded =Ex trains. Then I worry
whether to stand up for the ladies who are standing, but noone else
mekes a move to give up his seat so I too lapse back into silent
coma,
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I spent the early morning clipping newspapers that had piled
up. It's amazing how much there is sbout race tensions in the
newspapers these days. Certainly, it's an indication of the prob-
lems of race relations that are now cropping up. Later in the morn-
ing I went to the office to do some work there., I wanted to go down
to the Friend's office to see if there would be some possible in-
terviews around the place, but since there was a conference of our
staff this afternoon, I decided arainst it,

Michi went down to the Northwestern Station to arrange for
the transfer of Nobu and Kaz's beggace up to Winnetka where they
are now working at the Bridege's home as domesties., The express
warehouse, she said, was a madhouse, and all the men were working
so fast and hard that she tried to get her business done with as
fast as possible., It would have been cheaper to send the three
pieces of baggare she found in warehouse by Railway Express, but
to simplify the problem, she arranged to have Parmelee take it up
there for $3.00. The rest of the five pieces were at another ware-

house and that stuff is to be sent by Railway Express.

This evening I've been upset ever since reading an article
on the Dies Comm, hearings that appeared in the Christian Science
Monitor. All evening the thing has been on my mind, and I've been
£oing over the argument in my own mind, getting madder and madder
the more I think of the thing. To cuote perts of it, the article
starts, "Amerieca's first experience in segrecsting creat numbers
of people as potentially danserous in wartime has shown up a consider-
able reluctance to believe the worst of s group so long respected
as the Japanese, and at the same time it has brought to licht abun-
dant evidence that the step taken in relocatine the Japanese wag
pre-eminently wise and remeins so." This deduction is made from
the hearings of the Dies Comm, The article coes on in another
paragraph, ",.,,.the findincs seem to indicate that the authorities
administering the centers and their hired personnel are prone to
underestimate the subversive potentials of the group over whom they
have been given charge so suddenly.” 1In still another paragraph,
"While it is most difficult to propose a test for Japanese loyalty
bo the United States, Mpr, Costello thinks that one would be willing-
ness ¥® such as some Japanese have evidenced to make known to the
Americen authorities information that comes their way about subver-
sive activities., He says that in many cases where evacuees have
given marked evidence of American patriotism, they have been fpowned
upon by the aliens in the centers.....,."

Where is the evidence thet the evacuation of Japanese was
"pre-eminently wise and remains so?" The lionitor takes the evi-
dence of the Dies Comm., an® organization that has been Rkong known
for its biaseé presentation of facts of this kind, lioreover, the
Committee is arsuing from the conseouences of evacuation to a general-
ization of Jepanese in America prior to evasuation., If subgersive
activities have developed in the centers, I would say that it's &
direct consecuence of the evacuation. If the Dies Comml had been
forced to live under the circumsteances of the Japanese evacuees in
the relocation centers, I wonder what their attitude toward the U.S.




Mivamoto Journesl
‘July 2, 1943

would have been, Vhat I ask isn't that anyone condone the acts

of those who have indhlged themselves in the irrational acts of
some evacuees, but certainly there is need to understand why some
of these things took place. If Congressmen are lesders, it should
be by virtue of the fact that they have a broader understanding

of humen actions than the man in the messes, and they should be
above the contrarv irrationality of condemning as un-American the
acts of those Jepenese evacuees who heve given themselves away to
bitterness toward this Government. Whet these men of the Comm,
demand is thet the evacuees be either simple minded or blind pa-
triots, neither of which the Japanese are. Inasmuch as the Japan-
.ese are humaen, it is hardly to be expected that they would react
otherwise then with bitterness toward an =sct that seems to them
clearly one of discrimination.

The initial crime was the act of men in the Government's leﬂ@s—
lature who prevented the.naturalization of Japanese and other Ori=-
entals., It was a stupid thing about the Government that it should
have prevented the attainment of citizenship to men who had in all
other reppects made this country their home., Participeation in the
Government was the one way by which the Japanese immigrants might
have been broucht to & greater identification with this nation, but
this very important channel was closed to them., The other main
jdentity with this land is the economic one, and among Japanese
the remaining factors of identification were sdmittedly weak,

The evacuation uprooted the Japanese from their one source of con-
nection with this nation; the events that have followed might have
been anticipated by anyone having any knowledge of the Japanese,

And what is meant by "subversive activity?" The activities
in the camps were largely those directed against the Governmemt
as tokens of the people's resentment of the evacuation, They
were, to be sure, irrational acts, but for this reason there is
even greater need to understand them., They were not purposive
acts of sabotasge! If there were subversive potentials in the
group, there was plenty of time for its expression between the
dates of December 7th and the evacuation. If the evacuees he¥e
who have been released had saboteurs in fheir midst, why has none
been apprehended. And whet of the conditions in Hawaii where there
is an even largcer Japanese element present? The fact is that these
committees have been uneble to show a single case of sabotage or
of an unmistakebale subversion of the Government's war effort among
Japanese, except those that micht have been the direct consequence
of the acts of the majority group.

If the Comm. were to &est my loyalty by the number of names
I would turn in of individuals who participated in such "subver-
sive activity" as they have uncovered, I doubt that I could stand
the test of loyeslty. Inowing the history of these people, and
understandinzg them, I feel that I would see too clearly their side
of the arsument to condemn them indiscriminately.btw

What bothers me most about all this is that this article ap-




Miyamoto Journal
July 2, 1943

pears in the Christisn Science Monitop, a newspaper ihat is noted
for its fair presentation of issues, If the leading newspapers of
the country are to be swayed by the denunciations of the Japanese
by the Dies Comm. I shouldn't be surprised if the majority of the
Americans may not be noticeably influenced by what the Comm. has

to say. One feels that even the liberal zroups of America are for-
seking the position of the Japanese, and doing so without adecquate
information and understanding of the subjeet. If the decision of
the Supreme Court acainst Yesui and Hirabayashi had its legal jus=-
tification, yet it had the effect of meking the people believe that
it likewise had its morel justification, or actuel justification.

The future of the Jepanese in America seems to become increas-
ingly cloudy to me, This war, especially the one with Japan, will
undoubtedly be a long one, As the months passs by, I wonder if there
might not arise 2 nationsl distrust and condemmation of all persons
of Japanese ancestry. Then the real tragedy of the Japanese in
America will begin. :
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Tom broucht the two girls from Stockton, the ones going to the
Vogue School, to the office this morming for a tryout as stenoes.
Ag Tom had previously described them, the older girl was very short
gnd small althouzh the youncer one was much like any other Nisei.
They were pleasant and ocuiet; like most Nisel they had very little
to say on our first meefing doing little more than to smile and
gigele at our remarks.

Michi and I hurried downtowmn right after lunch to see Kotovitch
off to Boston, but although the "New England State" was still at the
station, he must have boarded early for we saw no sign of him or
of any of his friends. Having known Kotovitch since my previous
stay here in Chicago, it seems a pity that he should leave us just
as we're on our way to mwenewing our friendship. Of course, through
him we've mede new friends, the Moons, Brahar, and Miss Bentham,
but it won't be cuite the same as if he were here himself, What
a sensitive fellow he is, If Vladimir's friend, Peggy Otis, had
married him, all the mental sickness that he's gone through during
the last three years might have been avoided., Still, the marriage
mizht have turned out for the worse considering the difference of
backeround, the Soviet Russian and the typical American bourgeois,
that sets the two apart. Vladimir is going to Boston to seek mental
comfort, and I hope he finds it there.

After wandering trhough Sears Roebuck looking for an-unfinished
book shelf and some other odds and ends, we wandered over to the
Chicego Art Museum since Michi hadn't seen the place yet. IMichi
was tired and her feet were swelling from the heat, as it's done
before, so the visit wasn't entirely enjoyeble, but we did run into
James Hara and learned somethime of his doings here,

James hes been in Chicago for almost two months now., He and
Shuko, and their child, were in Lincoln, Nebraska, until then, but
he came here looking for a job, He got placed with the Northwestern
University Medical School, doing some pharmaceutical lab work, T
assume. Apparently the professor for whom he's been working has
been most unpleasant, "The most difficult man in the department to
work for," as James has heard from others in the department. "He's
got a very biting tongue. I started out by acting civil towards
him, but it seems that he prefers having others act towards him as
he does towards others., Anyway, I talk right back to him without
ceremony and I get along much better that way. My boss thinks he's
going to ouit the department and go to the University of Minnesota,
so I've got to look for enother job," The head of the department,
James says, has been ouite decent to him, and the others have been
all right, It was his misfortune to get connected up with the one
person who feels least humene towards him, James was ouite defi-
nite in his reply that there is diserimination in the department.
There are only two Japenese working there at present, another fel=-
low who is doing research in the department and himself. If James
could =zain clearance from the administrastion of the school to con-
tinue work in the department, there would be no #ifficulty, but the.
school seems to have a policy about not hiring Japanese, The other
fellow had been in the employ of the Nnrthwestern U. prior to the
outbreak of war, He had been immediately dismissed after Pearl
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Herbor, and only recently had he been re-insteted. Jame's pogition,
however, is doubtful, The President of the University does not seem
favorably inclined towerd teking James on althouch the head of the
department would if he were granted the permission from those above
him, The reason for his present bossts desire to move to Minnesota
is that his views conflict with those of the department head, and
the former wishes to £o to Minnesota where his friend is.

James has an apartment in Evengton, one which he found in the
seme building he has been staying at. The arraggement was that he
should visit Shuko in Lincoln thiss week-end, but now thet he found
the apartment, he feels he had better stay around and et the place
ready.for his family's arrivel, In angy case, he must find another
job unless the University changes its mind about not keeping him.

Michi and I wandered over to the business district again, this
time in search of a soda fountain where we might gzet something to
cool us off, The afternoon was terribly hot and nothing seemed to
matter more than that we should find a cool spot to sit down at
and héve something to assuage our thirst,

At Goldblatt's, dovnstairs in the kitchen warelepartmenty we
ran into Jack lMomoi, . He was intent upon some kitchén goods, wut
when we walked up and addressed him, he seemed uncommonly glad to
meet us. Neither of us know him very well, and I spoke to him only
a few times in Tule Lake, but here in the basement of Goldblatts,
we talked to each other as o0ld friends. Jack told us that he is
working for the Ambassador Hotel on the Near North Side in the adyit-
ing department, He is an excellent accounting student and should
do well in such a position., He arrived here from Tule a little over
a month ago without any job prospect, and went up to see Shirrell
about a position., Shirrell sent him to the Sherman Hotel, where
they have been taking on Japanese, and upon inruiry about a position
in the accounting department, the manager declared that there was a
better job available st the Ambassador and suggested that Jack try
for it., It struck ms surprising s&het Jack should have been referred
to another hotel, a better job, but it may have been that the manager
recognized Jack's ability and realized that he could not hold him to
the poorer paying position at Sherman. That has been the case ekse-
where., The Caucasian compznies are afraid to take on highly trained
Nisei because they can't compensate them sufficiently, or are afraid
that such workers will begin to make demands later.

Jack seemed very heppy about his situation here in Chicago.,
Just the other day he found a large apartment in the Near North
Side right near his place of work. His plans now are to bring out
his mother and fahter, and his brother Jim. It was this whiech had
brought him to the kitchenware dept.,, for he has to outfit the
apartment before the femily arrives., We mentioned that Michi's broth-
er Shig wents to come out. He remarked, "Why don't you tell him
to come out, There are a lot of job opportunities. There's no risk
in it, end 1it's better than staying in the center, He'd better come
out; he's got nothing to lose." We asked him about opportunities in
accounting, but he seemed to think that the accounting field wes a
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1ittle difficult to get into., But he was definite in the opinion
that there ere plenty of other work opportunities, and he rather
insisted that we should tell Shig to come out "since there's no
risk in it."

In the tours through the dowvntown erea, one invariably comes
upon Nisei wendering through the shops. We saw weveral at Sears;
a couple of bove were looking intently through the popular records,
At the LaSalle St, Station where we went to see Vladimir off, there
was a family of Orientals, we were sure they were_Japanese, who were
grouped together in a sort of conference in the wiating room., Wheth=-
er they catch the Caucasian eye or not, I don't know, but any Niseil
face thet crosces my field of vision draws my attention.
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Nobu and Kex were to visit us this afternoon, and we were an-
xious to see them to find out how they like their new place, but
Nobu called this morning to tell us that she would have to serve
dinner at the Bridges' home at 1:30 and would not be able to make
it down here. We had bought extra food to take care of them, and
it was a disappointmént that they didn't come especially since Michi
had bought some very nice looking salmon thinking Kaz would appre-
ciete that. Ve couldn't understané why Nobu couldn't make it today.
She had told us previously that Mrs. Bridges had said it would be
ell rigsht to come out this afternoon, but something must have hap=-
pened to their schedule to ealter their plans. By the time they
finished dinner dishes, it would be at least 3:00, much too late
to zet downtown from Winnetka,

Tom end Rose Okebe dropped in this afternoon to look over the
apartment which Mrs, Morris declared would be open to them. Tom and
Rose had come here previously incuiring about apartments in this
district, snd we hed promised to keep our eyes open for them. It hap-
pened that the former tenant of the apartment, an® old lady with
a daughter of fﬂ%een, couarreled with Mrs, Morris. The latter had
never liked the tenant because she was constantly meking trouble
for others and when the tenent shouted out of her window one night
at one of the girl tenantes of the apartment, a favorite of lirs,
Morris's, who was standing outside the apartment door talking to
a young fellow, seaying, "You chippie, why don't you go to bed in-
stead of standing around talking to your men," Mrs., Morris really
blew up and served notice to the tenant, The latter became concilia-
tory but lMrs, Morris wes adament. ©She asked lichi if she had any
Nisei friends who might be interested in the apartment, so we refer-
ed the Okabes to her, Tom and Rose were guite pleased with the
layout, especially after the hotel room they've been living in for
the past two months, and they decided to take it.

lrg, Morris has very definite opinions about people, and it's
fortunate that she's formed = favorable view of Nisei., Once she
takes a stand for someone, she's likely to stand up for them on all
kinds of issues. From what she says it's clear that she hates
"Wigeers” and"Chinks", but fortunately she hasn't any views about
Japanese,

Now theat the Okebes have a place, their two major problems
is to trensfer all their bagrage from the scattered places in Chi-
cago where they've left the stuff to this apartment at & minimum
price, and, secondly, to arrange for the shipment of a box of stuff
they left in Ontario, Oresgon, where they were working beefe before.
Said Tom, "I suppose it will cost us sbout fifteen or twenty dollars
to have the box sent out, but it would be almost worth it to buy
everything over again, There's only about twenty-five dollars worth
of goods in the box, and that's almost as much as it would cost to
ship out the box." However, they can't leave it with the people
who were kind enouzht to store if for them, "They won't stay there
for the duration, I guess," says Rose. Probably there will be
enouzh room in the basement of this apartment for a large box, but
the cost of shipment is the thing that bothers them most.
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Pom ealled lest nicht to invite us %o dimner with them tonight.
Tomi had bousht a lot of ground meat and planned a meat loafk, Che
fixed up a very good dinner, and the coupany was as pleossant as
ugual., After dinner we deéided upon & movie, and althouch we saw
nothing partieularly interesting in the theater section of the news,
we strolled down te 63rd and Cottage Grove to take & look at the
Pi{voli which seemed the best bet, There is an amazins conglomeration
of people in that seotion of this distrles, and 1t sesmad as if all
of then were intent upon getting into the same theater, ‘e walked
back on 65rd after seeing the line-up in the Tivoll, and Tinally
went into the Voodlavm where there was e triple Teabure polng on,
All she shows were rather gilly, but it afforded reloxation from
the routine,

he theeter we went cver to the ¢hibe s-ain slthourh it

wes after midoisht, Tomi fixed soue cool drinks &ud sandwiehes,
end while we set around weitings, T looked over the Here id american,
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Robert E, Park dropped into the office this morning and wanted
the use of the place, apparently for the preparation of the aftern-
noon lecture, so Tom and I left the place to him., Although we sepa-
rated to go our respective way, Tom later dropped over to our home
for lunch. We had a lot of salmon, more than we could eat by our-
selves, that Michi had bought expecting Kaz and Nobu down from Win-
netka for the week end, and since they failed to come down, we in-
vited Tom and Tomi over for lunch to finish it up. Tom, of course,
doesn't care for fish, so Tomi brought along some of the left-over
from the big feast we had at their place last evening. It was a
pleasant lunch.

Tom left in a hurry to meet Decky N. who was to arrive at the
office some time around 1:00 this afternoon. I later met them at
Park's lecture in the Race and Culture Contact seminar. The size
of the audience, which included a number of Instructors and profes-
sors, seemed Lo indicate the prominent interest the subject of race
tensions has right now. Of course, Park himself must have been a
drawing card. The main points of Park's discussion might be sum-
marized as follows:

Until recently, sociologists, or at least Park, had not
realized the implications in the race problems he and others
had been studying. The American race problem was considered
synonymous with the Negro problem, but it 1s now evident that
that the matter of race tesnions is more or less correlated
with the appearance of an industrial ¢ivilization. That is,
civilization with its mobility and competition brings "race
conscious" groups into contact with each other under situations
that are fraught with possibilities of conflict. lioreover,
the modern situation presents conditions in which established
and conventional understandings sbout modes of race relations
are broken down, and the critical tensions seem to arime where
different peoples are attempting to redefine their status re-
lationships.

The heart of the race problem lies on the level of inter-
personal relationships, not on the political or economic or
ecological levels. The basic question is, "Are you willing to
have a person of a colored race near you?" "Are you willing to
have your daughter marry a Negro?" The traditional race prob-
lem of the Bouth has been that of preserving the caste system
that has been established there, but now the problem presents
itself in such a way that the question is, "How much individual
freedom is to be given to anyone so that he has the right to
choose his associates or his spouse regardless of race?"

Park presented other points, among them a 1list of problems that
would liketo see some students study. He brought in his skepticism
of quantitative research on the problem, and of the need for insight
into the nature of race problems. There were clearly two types of
?uwstions from the audience, (1) questions concerning theory, and

2) questions regarding the practical control of race conflicts.

It was quite evident that a large number of persons present were
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intensely concerned with the latter question.

This evening we invited the Okasbes, Tom and Rose, to have sup-
per with us. Michi felt that since they had just moved into the
downstairs apartment this morning and had hardly gotten settled,
they would appreciate having dinner with us instead of trying to
get something for themselves.

Michi fixed up a variety of Japanese vegetsble and egg dishes,
since we couldn't get any meat today, this being an official holi-
day, and it was evident from the way Tom and Rose cleaned up on every-
thing that they thoroughly enjoyed their meal. They've been eating
out in restaurants on the North Side for the past month and a half
since they moved into the Maple Manor Hotel down there, and they
seemed to have been pretty tired of commercially cooked food., Dur-
ing the time dinner was cooking, I had the opportunity of asking
Tom questions about his adjustments in Fruitland, ldaho, where ‘they
were prior to coming here, and here in Chicago. (See write-up on
Tom and Rose Okabe. )

One gains the impression from talking to them that they would
now rather have remained in Idaho if Tom could have found a decent
position in chemiecal engineering out there. They apparently estab-
lished a number of very good friends among Caucasisns of the district,
and was rapidly integrating themselves in the community. Life here
seems to them too impersonal, too fast, and too full of problems,
Nor are there any economic advantages considering the high cost of

But they're both very well adjusted individuels and they
Seem to make the most of what they have. Tom and Rose have apparent
ly been spending their spare moments profitably, going around to
the museums and parks of which there are quite a number in Chicago.

About 9:00 p.m. we had some surprising visitors. Jaclk and
LuVemne Conway, whom we had known in the department at Washington
but hadn't seen for the rast year and a half, suddenly turned up.
LuVerne is now a mother of s baby girl and spends most of her time
at home, much to her regret. But Jack is working at the Buick Motor
Co. and is the shop committee chairman representing the leadership
of their local UAW (CIO). He tolg some of his experiences in orga-
nizing the workers there in opposition to Chicago gangsters and the
management. One interesting thing which they mentioned was the
difficulty the Chicago Round Table had over the Sunday discussion
of race tensions. The Southern stations in particular, but others
as well, objected to the broposed diseussion. Furthermore, they in-
sisted that one Southerner be represented on the program, which ac-

introduction of the discussion. It also seems that
rmally puts on the
The Conways get
om Probst who arranges the Round Table discussions,
They're very much concerned asbout the race situation, as well as the
rise of fascism, in this country.

Mr. Kenneth C. Beach of Idaho called up this emening and Miechi
invited him to dinner tomorrow night.
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Mr, Beach had promised to come for dinner tonight. We thought
Morris and Hargie micht like to lmeet him since #r, Beach had often
spoken of his acquaintance with "Corky", Margie's older brother.
Margie replied that she and Lorris would very much like to come,
when Michi phoned her, but their addition made a party for five
and there were a lot of problems involved in trying to have that
many persons to dénner at one time in our home. In the first place,
Michi had to figzure out some kind of dinner where our meat ration
tickets would go around, but we finally made the reckless step of
spending eighteen points for tonight on pork steak, Then there was
the problem of finding enough silverware to provide for five places.
All our things with which to have parties are stored mway in Seattle
in the attic of the folks' place. There's no use our buying more
particularly in view of the fact that we may have to move again be-
fore dong, but it's inconvenient not to have the proper equipment
for dinners when occasions of this kind arise. Finally, there was
the cuestion of where to have the dinner for the bedroom-living room
is too crowded and the sleeping porch isn't very attractive. But
‘we finally decided upon the sleeping porch, I was afraid that all
this might demoralize lMichi, but she seems to have changed a lot
from what she was when we were first married, ©She considered the
problems from a practical viewpoint and made the most of what she
had.

It was good to see lr, Beach again, We sat aroudd chatting
while we waited for the Abes to arrive. Iir, Beach had been down
in Towa to look over his farms there before coming on to Chicago
for a pleasure visit, and his remarks of what he found in the at-
titude of Caucasians toward beinging in resettlers into that region
was of no smell interest. Mr, Beach remarked that he had talked to
several farmers of that region and to professors in Ames College
which he described as the outstanding agricultural college of this
country, and almost without exception he found an adverse view of
evacuees prevailing among them, The fermers did not want Japanese
resettlers in that area, and the effort of one large nursery in
the Shenandoah district down there was immediately opposed by the
majority of the people of that region so that the company had to
turn to other sources of labor. The proposition of that company
now is to bring in Italian prisoners to work on these farms or nur-
series, but the Iowa farmers have had no objection to this idea in
contrast to their attitude towards the Japanese. In other words,
he found much more prejudice among a people whom he.described as
of native stock with fairly high intelligence than he had expected
and he seemed rather discouraged by the prospects for the Japanese
in this country. In our discussions at Minidoka, Ir. Beach had seem=-
ed to show a more realistic understanding of the problem confront-
ing the Japanese than had other Caucasians who had attended the one
discussion we had together, but today he seemed even more pessimistic
than at that time of the future of Japanese in this country.

lMorris and lMargie arriwed about 8:30, I wasn't surprised that
they were late for it's some distence acrpss town from where they
live and Morris didn't get home from work until about 7:00. We chat-
ted as we ate; with Morris and lMargie there was none of that strain
in the presence of Caucasians one often finds among Nisgei,
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Tom end Rose Okabe came upstairs from their apartment in this
same building about the time we had finished dinner. They arrived
in time to join us in dessert. We should like to have had them at
dinner, but it was impossible to set pleces for seven, and we ra-
tionalized that we had had the Okabes there the night before =nd
that &eexre they would understand our situation.

All the people present were surprised,pleasantly, at the num-
ber of Nisei Mr, Beach knew by name, and,.the lalk moved easily
along the vein of recalling the mutual fikends +Rere, at Minidoka.
lMr. Beach produced a number of colored snapshots he'd taken of the
girls working &t his home end of the Idaho scen&e spots they had
visited with the Beach family. It was ouite evident that the
Beaches treat the girls as one of their family., The talk among us
held our attention, so much so that we were unaware of the passing
of time., And it seemed that lir, Beach himself was somewhat loatke
to break up sn evening of conversation that interested him, I have
an idea that he is a man who becomes more or less absorbed in what-
ever interests him,

Tom heard from Kay and Keiko today, and in the letter Kay
mentioned that he had quit his position with the sheep company and
was looking for another job. The pessimism of the letter disturbed
me and I determined to do what I could to find something for him
if I could through the WRA office here,
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Since I agreed to meet Mr. Beach down at his hetel early
this afternoon to take him around to the WRA and Friends' offices,
I hurried through the office work this morning. Charlie was there
all set to go after two cases that he's lined up for interview.
He's still griping about having to mix with the Nisei society;
that seems to the bane of his life, but he can't get away from
it since he's forced to it by his connection with the study.

I arrived at the Palmer House just before 2:00, the appointed
time, and phoned for Mr. Beach from the lobby on & house phone.
He asked me to wait around until he got downstairs. There were
a large number of Shriners around for one of their annual confer-
ences looking typically upper middle class, stout and soft, smug,
business men. You couldn8t miss them because of their funny hats
(what do you call them, "chez"?). I was obviously the only non-
Caucasian around the very elaborate lobby (the Palmer House doesn't
use any colored people for workers) and I wondered what the other
people must think about me. Most of them seemed not to notice me.
There weren't any seats around, except for one bench on one end of
whieh a rather well dressed woman of about fifty was seated, and
although I thought for a moment that I might sit down there, I de-
cided not to disturb the old lady if she had any qualms shout being
observed sitting on a bench with a "furriner". I stood around
smoking a cigarette looking as much at ease as I self consciomsly
could, and spent my time wondering what stuffy lives these Shriners
must live to enjoy the kind of antics they were participating in.
At the same time, I sansed in myself a certain minimum pleasure out
of the fact that I could wander around in the lobby of an expensive
hotel, even if I were a Jap, and not be questioned by anyone, I
almost felt a sense of superiority to other Nisei because I knew
someone stopping at the hotel and could call on him in this way.

When Mr. Beach came down, I was continuously aware every mo-
ment of my presence with him in the hotel that I was Oriental fea-
tured and he a Caucaslan, and I wondered what others in the lobby
mist be wondering &f they observed us together. Even on the streets,
I was slightly conscious of these traces of thoughts as we walked
in the direction of the WRA office.

Mr. Beach was typically full of guestions about the Nisei
problem, about Japanese culture, and particularly the psychology
of our people. He is an extremely intelligent person with an un-
usual insight into human nature and personality considering that
he spends most of his time at his businmss in Twin Falls.

When we arrived at the WRA office, the outer entrance was

- crowded with nisel waiting to see various people in the office.

I had previously made an appointment, and the girl at the infor-
mation desk quickly arranged for out interview with Mr. Shirrell.

As I stood there in the mob of Nisei,I must confess I felt a sense
of personal well being at the thought that the rest of the Nisei
must be wondering how I knew this rather well-dressed, obviously
better class, hakujin, and I suppose that I might even have indulged
in a slight air of superiority as & guided him through the gate

into Shirrell's office. I wondered,too, about any derogatory at-
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titudes towards me the Nisei might have due to my apparent friend-

liness with a Caucasian, that is, my apparent effort to put on airs.
In our conversation with lir. Shirrell I sensed one thing that

seemed different in him now than was true of him at Tule Lake,
Today he had a @lendency to talk a blue streak hardly giving the
other person a chance to talk, It seemed to be an old habit of the
high powered salesman, now the salesman for the WRA, coming out in
him, The #ffice was unquestionably very busy and he probably has
to transact a tremendous amount of business during the short hours
of a day, but I still fetl that it was a little unfortunate that
he had lost the ability to listen without impatience which was
more characteristic of him before.

He seemed quite preoccupied with the effect of the Dies Comm,
Hearings on the WRA program. He incquired if we had seen the morn-
ing papers which carried the story of Myer's appearance before the
Committee, "Myer's certainly gave the Dies Comm. a panning," he
remarked, yet the Herald American (a Hearst paper) gave anything
but a favorable account of Dillon Myer's appemeance before the
Comm, "Why doesn't the Dies Comm] let us alone," he contintied,
"If they'd let us a)one long enough to carry on the work we've
started, we'd see this thing through. As it is, they're doing
everything possible to set obstacled in the way of our accomplish-
ing the relocation program, The only reason I can see for all
the uproar in California is that a lot of people want to get hold
of what the Japanese own down there. It's an economic motive that
is behind the whole thing,"

Mr. Beach inquired what the policy of the WRA was on wedcestion.
segregation. Shirrell replied: "I'm not concerned with that end
of the problem and I don't know exactly what's going to happen.
But I believe some kind of segregation is absolutely necessary.
In fact, Frank, you'll remember that I was asking for 1t last
August in Tule Lake before all the relocation projects were filled
up. The segregating, at least of those who had asked for repatri-
ation, should have taken place then, before all the centers were
filled up. DNow the problem is going to be that of emptying one
center or more and putting all those who are considered "disloyal"
in that center. It's a War Dept. problem to move all these people,
because it's going to require the movement of thousands of people,
and although the WRA has already sent in its request for the segre-
gation and transfer of population, the Army hasn't replied yet on
the problem. One thing the WRA is walting for is the clearing up
of the habeus corpus case of the girl in Tule Lake. .The Supreme
Court has already decided on the questions of curfew and evacuatinn
in the Hirsbayashi and Yasui cases, but they haven't yet reached any
declsion on the question of whether it's possible constitutionally
to detain American citizens without a writ of habeus corpus. The
San Francisco court has been holding up this thing, I don't know
. why, for I've never heard of any case being eleven months. Thelr
excuse is that the judge has nothing to say on the question at pres-
- ent. But our WRA attorney is very much concerned that some decision

\
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be received on its constitutionality before the segregation goes
ghead. You see, we could get into a lot of trouble by segregating
American citizens and retaining them in camps for the duration if
there's no constitutional basis for so retaining them. So far

Blick has kept us out of trouble. The WRA in sending out its leave
clearance has never sald that a Nisel cannot leave a camp; it has
always declared in writing that clearance has not yet been received
and has thus avoided the question of detaining them within a camp.
There are a lot of legal complications in this whole thing, and they
need to be cleared up before we go shead."

Mr. Beach: Do you have any idea as to whether say a center like
Minidoka might be selected for the place to which the evacuees that
are considered "disloyal" might be sent?

Shirrell: I don't know about that. I'm not kept informed on that
aspect of the WRA policy. But if MiniBoka is selected, it means
that the part of the population that is considered "loyal" will be
emptied out. If that's to happen, we want, if possible, to have
the evacuees going out maké their relocation in a single move;

that is, instead of having them go &#o another center and then re-
locate, we'd prefer to see them go straight out to some place where
they can permanently relocate. It would eliminate an extra move,
and the problem of moving people is going to be big enough without
making extra moves.

Later Mr. Beach commented that he thought from what Shirrell
sald that he must have meant that Minidoka was actually to be chosen
as one of the permanent camps. And Shirrell added, as a personal
oplnion, that these permamens camps would be operated much as are
the intermment camps at Missoula or Louisiana, with censorship,
strict guarding, etc. This was just a personal guess, Mr. Beach
seemed much concerned about the fact that the many friends he had
established in the Minidoka center, and the free access he has to
them at present, might be taken away from him under the circumstance
if Minidoka were selected for a permanent site. (There was a rumor
current in Minidoka that it was a permanent camp, which may have
been the source of lir. Beach's assumption.) I corrected the im-
pression with the information I had that Tule Lake was the more
likely site, and suggested to him that Shirrell apparently didn't
know exactly where the permanent camp was to be. : I felt that Nr.
Beach had developed a2 genuine fondness for some of his friends at
Minidoka and was anxious not to see them leave, but furthermore
the Japenese and thelr ways had become an avocational interest to
him and the closing of Minidoka to his access would take away a
thing that had become of some interest to him.

I mentioned to Mr., Shirrell something that Mr, Beach had re-
marked about concerning the attitudes of Caucasians in the Shenan-
doah area of Iowa where the latter had been visiting his farms dur-
ing the past week. Mr. Beach had declared that as far as he could
make out that part of Iowa was very definitely against the bringing
in of evacuees or any Japanese, and preferred Italian prisoner labor.
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Said he: "I was frankly surprised at the prejudiced attitude among
these lowa people who have generally a pretty high educational stan-
dard and are pretty intelligent people on the whole. Even down at
the Ames Agricultural College, the professors themselves seemed on
the whole to have an adverse opinion of Japanese."

Shirrell: That's because no work has been done down in Iowa. Of
course, lowa is not in our district and our office has nothing to

do with that state, but we've found from our experience that you
can't start cold in a region and expect to get anywhere on the
relocation program. Our office has been operating for almost six
months now, and most of that time has been spent in working on these
states to gain a favorable view of the Japanese and the WRA reloca-
tion program. By working on a state, I mean sending out our repre-
sentatives to speak before various organizations, contacting employers
and presenting the problem to them, gaining favorable newspaper
publicity; in other words, of doing public relations work to cor-
rect people's ideas of what the Yapanese are. MNost of these people
out here have never seen a Japanese, and when you mention a Japanese
to them, their immediate reaction is one of hostility or skepticism.
But once you start to tell them what we know, an entirely different
attitude develops. The initial work has to be done. It takes time
and it doesn't get jobs right wway, but it's the first step that

has to be covered before employment can be had. North Dakota was
about as anti-Japanese a state as we've known, but we worked on them
and now we have no trouble finding employment for Japanese evacuees.
We feel that we're now about past the first stage of our program,
and our representatives can now go out and work on the problem of
finding employment.

I suggest that you go in to see our man in Des Moine. He's

under Verne “ennedy who is running the Kansas City Regional office,
but I have his address here. Tell himabout the Shenandosh situa-
tion, will you? I'm sure he'd be glad to have the infommation.

lr, Beach got up to leave. There was still wuite a crowd of
mostly Nisei in the outer office as we walked out. Mr, Shirrell
walked with us as far as the gate, and everywne turned to look at
us as we walked out. I suggested that Mr., Beach and I might visisx
the Friend's office, and he agreed that he would like to visit there.

One of Mr, Beach's comments was that it was good to see the
WRA office for it reminded him of the offices in Minidoka where there
were sO many Niseil working with every sin%,of effieiency.

Going up the elevator of the building where the Friends' have
their office, we ran into three Nisei girls. I didn't recognize any
of them, except one who smiled vaguely at me, but as it turned out
they were all persona whom I knew or knew about quiﬁé well some time
ago. The oldest of the three turned out to be Mae Hara, Iwao Hara's
wife. I mentioned that she had been at Minidoka, and Mr. Beach's
face immediately 1lit up and he remarked to them that he was from
Twin Falls. When I mentioned that he owned the Idaho Dept. Store
in T. F., the girls all recognized the name and they all fell into
a conversation about mutual acquaintances and the condition back there.
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I learned from Mae that the other two girls were the Kikoshima
girls whose family I kmew so well from Seattle. In fact, we had
lived only a few blocks from each other en Beacon Hill, and I had
known these girls as children although I didn't recognize them now.
She was bringing them up to the Friends' office because they were
interested in learning the address of some girl friend who was sup-
posed to be here in Chicago. Mae explained that she is now working
with the Baptist Mission and since this office 1s run and financed.
by both the Friends and the Baptibts, she has access to it.

My conversation with Mae, and then with the Kikoshima girls
ran about as follows:

Myself: I heard that you were around here, and in fact I ran into
James '(Hara) just the other day. He gave us your address.

Mae: Yes, we live &n the West Side in the Lagrd Community House

where I work. You must come over some time. Iwa is working at

the Central YMCA as an auditor. He has a big name but it doesn't

. pay much. Still, he's in the line of work for which he was trained
and 1 guess that's an important thing. He likes his work and the

people are very good to him. Maybe, he can find some thing mewme.

better later on but I guess he'll stay where he is for the present.

You might go to visit him on the 17th floor. He has several Nisgei

girls working there with him. I'm working at the Laird House as

a worker; it's a settlement house in the Polish-Jew district. We

have our home there. Where did you say you met James?

Mgself: Michli and I saw him at the Art Museum. He told us that
he'd found an apartment in Evanston, and that he hoped to have
Shuko and the baby up from Lincoln. That's nice isn't it?

Mae: I didn't know that he'd found a place. Yes, Shuko's been
down in Lincoln with the baby. We haven't been able to keep in
touch with Jim (she gave some vague reason sbout being busy or

too far apart.) (Michi and I had talked to Jim four days previous-
ly,and he had just found his apartment. Still, one might have
thought that he would keep his brother informed of any change of
addreBs..) ©LC.ssssnie

I then turned to converse with Hana Kikoshima whom I had known
only as a little girl. Her older sister was just then talking to
the secretary about the business for which they had come.

Hana: How is your mother and May? We were living in the same area
at Puyallup and saw each other there. I'm going to write my folks
and tell them that we ran into you. They'll be glad to hear that.
WMy father and mother are still at Minidoka. My father could get a
auto mechanics job out here, I guess, but he doesn't want to =
get too far away from the West Coast. He still has the house on
Beacon Hill and the garage down on the 12th, and he doesn't want
to get too far away from them. I guess he still thinks he'll go
back there after the war. We came out early in May and got a job
up in the north end of town. It's a suburb called Mundelein.

We haven't seen any Nisei up there, we Hon't know any, although
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I did see a couple en the train coming down. You say that your
sister and her husband are working &n Winnetka? I wonder if the
couple were they? Oh, we don't get lonesome because there's the
two of us working in the same home. The people are nice to us.

I had asked to see Togo Tanaka, and he approached us just at
that moment. Mr. Beach and { sat down for about a half hour chat.
There were some Nisei waiting to see Togo, but lMr. Beach seemed
very favorably impressed with Togo's remarks and seemed disinclined
to budge from the office. He inquired about the workings of the
office, what was being accomplisehd, the kinds of problems encounter-
ed, and in general had Togo talking right along for some time,
Togo, was asusual, friendly and accommodating. I fignlly inter-
vened and suggested that we look up Walt Godfrey for felt that
the Nisel must be impatient in the outer office for it was getting
along towards four o'clock,

In the other office, there were Walt Godfrey and Muriel Ferguson.
It chanced that Ferguson had gone to Linfield College and knew a
good many friends from Twin Falls and that region. She is of course
a very attractive person in personality. Walt, on the other hand,
is a slow, easy going person much less impressive than Muriel.
One fact of interest was that Togo, Muriel and Walt all independently
made the point that you can't go into a commmunity cold and get any-
where. This idea must be of general circulation among these agencies,
for Shirrell had made the same comment. As Muriel put it, "We'lve
found that it makes fifty percent difference in the communities ifi
trying to find housing for evacuees if you go in and tell them first
about the Japanese and make the people see them as human individusals."
But there was something a little different in the slant she presented
by contrast with what Shirrell had sald. IMuriel was emphasizing the
fact that it makes an important difference whether the evacuees are
presented as a group or as individuals. If they start to get hous-
ing by remarking that they wre trying to find places for Japanese,
the tendency is for the other person to withdraw almost immediately,
but if the prospective client is presented as an individual first
and then it is explained that the person is Japanese, the response
is much more favorable. In other words, there is the problem of
selling the individual evacuee as a personality and of overcoming
the stereotyped notions about Japanese. '

This business of stressing individual values seems especially
characteristic of the work in the Friends' office. Walt Godfrey
makes the same point in a different way, that if there is to be
any program of Iintegrating the evacuees into the Caucasian socilety,
it can't be done by treating the evacuees as a group and presenting
them to Caucasians as a group, but by introduéing individual per-
sons to Caucasians and trying to give the foundation for intimate
contacts between them. I think Mr, Beach agreed that this was the
only possible way of getting around the problem of trying to assimi-

. __late Japane se into American society.

It struck me that Mr. Beach is always loathe to leave the com-
pany of Nisei, whereas he seems much less interested in Caucasians
even 1if they are working on the same problem in which he has inter-
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est. Last night, for example, he stayed at oub place until sbout
12:30 talking to the young people that were there. It's always the
same. Whenever he finds an interesting Nisel, he lingers on and
on, and he is never through asking questions about their 1life.

Togo mentioned an interesting case of loneliness during our
conversation with him. An Issei came into the Friends' office the
other day, and 1t seemed that all he wanted was to find someone to
whom he could talk Japanese. He was lonely for Japanese (Issei)
contact. Observing his need, Togo let him talk on for one hour in
Japanese. When Togo told the o0ld man of some Isseil from Los Angeles
who had expressed their intention of coming to Chicago, the old
fellow wanted to know who they were and when they would arrive. It
seemed he could hardly wailt for the their arrival.

Mr. Beach invited me to his room at the hotel, and suggested at
the same time that I call Michi and go to dinner in Chinatown with
him. He was hoping there might be some Sukiyaki house here, but
I was sure there was none open any longer. Some of Mr. Beach's
observations are of interest for they indicate the Caucasian view
of Japanese as seen through rather keen and observant eyes.

Mr. Beach: It seems to me that married couples who are coming out
are very fortunate. They're probably less troubled by loneliness
than those who are alone in this city. Take the young people who
were at your place last night. I felt that both Tom and Rose, and
Morris and Margie, not to mention you and Michi, would be less well
ad justed here if you had come alone. As it is, you at least have
someone to share your life, and even troubles, with you.

(Mr. Beach has an $nsetunsbls insatiable curiosity about every
Nisel he meets and talks to. He wants to know where they came from,
what whey were doing before evacuation, what they are doing now,
what kind of personality he has, etec., ete., and then contributes
his own observations about the individual waiting for me to confirm
or correct him. Hence, our discussions were filled with descriptions
and analyses of personalities, and he was forming his judgement on
the basis of his observations and our discussion.)

Mr., Beach: Une thing I've observed sbout Japanese, and which I've
also read in the books on Japanese that I've been going through,is
the general observation by Caucasians that they invariably find Ja-
panese girls'all quite attractive, but that they have varying opinions
about the men. MNMrs. Beach and I have discussed this point, and we're
agreed that almost every Nisei girl we've met has presented something
that we've found attractive in them, but there's much more variation
in our likes and dislikes concerning the men we've met., We've found
this true of the Issei, too. It seems to me that the basis of at-
tractiveness in the Japanese girls is their extreme tactfulness.

The girls are never obtrusive, the¥'re mostly modest, and you never
find them getting under your feet in any way. Almost every book I've
read that's written by non-Japanese mentions the fact that the Japan-
ese women are attractive, and I recall one book I read recently which
declared that almost any nationality of men could marry a Japanese
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woman and find her a desirable wife.

Mrs. Beach and I have made some interesting observations of
Heidi and Tosh (the latter works for them as a domestic and the
former is her sixteen year old sister whom the Beaches have urged
to live with them.). For a long time we worked on Heidi to try to
get her to sit with us in the parlor as a part of the family. We
wanted her to feel entirely at home with us, but we didn't want to
force her. For a long time Heidi wouldn't come out to the parlor
although we used to suggest it occasionally. Gradually she got to
the point where she would sit on the parlor davenport with our
daughter,0lwen, and sometimes I'd come bto find them sitting to-
gether reading on the davenport. DBut as soon as I'd get home,
she'd disappear into her room or the kitchen. One day I suggest-
ed to her after dinner that I'd like to sit in the parlor and read
if someone would play the phonograph music for me. Heidi jumped
at the chance and stayed there playing the records. In this way
we've drawn her out so that she now comes in and joins us in the
mgrigr living room.

But as soon as the situation changes, she disappears. If a
friend of ours should drop in, or anyone not a memeber of the family
cores in, she'll leave the room immediately. If I should go to the
door to answer a bell, and a friend comes through the door that I
want to in@iroduce to Heid&, she's gone by the time I turn around.

I don't know how she gets away so quietly, but that's the tactful-

ness of the girls that I speak.of. Even in withdrawing from a room
they do 1t with so little noise and show that you hardly know when
they've left. (It should be mentioned that Heldi, although only
sixteen, is already a very pretty and attractive young girl, and

is the type of person that Mr. Beach no doubt would feel proud to
present to guests, but she is also extremely shy.) Tosh is of
course older and less shy, but she has were tactful ways too.

Often after we take the girls with us on a trip somewhere, the fa-
mily likes to sit down in the living room and talk over the things
we did and saw. We do that especially when Mrs. Beach wasn't able
to go with us. But I've noticed that on these occasions Heidi will
now sit down with the rest of us, she's gotten to the poitnt where
she joins in with the rest of us, but Tosh, in spite of the fact
that she's older than Heidi, never takes a ﬁeat when we're around
but she rather goes behind the place where "eidi has seated herself
and talks to us that way. Japanese women seem to have an extremely
subtle sense of what is proper, and they seldom seem to make an er-
ror of propriety.

The men on the other hand seem to vary. Some are arrogant,
others are boastful; in any case there are definite personalities
that you may like or dislike among the men. .Last night, for ex-
ample, 1 had a feeling that almost any Caucasian would immediately
take a liking to Tom, whereas not everyone would think as well of
Morris. Morris is a find fellow; I like hirmvery much. Yet, there's
a definite personality there which not everyone would like on first
acquaintanceship.
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On the other hand, all the girls who were there, Margie, Rose
and Michi, I felt were all immediately attractive. They're modest,
very conslderate of others, and it's difficult not to like them.
One thing I've noticed about the Japanese girls, not true of the
Nisei fellows, is that if I ask am question and keep probing for
deeper and deeper analysical answers, I frequently reach a point
very quickly where the girl seems confused and replies, "I don't
know," and shuts up like a clam. This isn't true of all the girls;
for instance, girls like Michi and Waka and the girl we met today,
Mae Hara, seem to be like American girls, intelligent ones, in that
respect. But a great many of the Nisei girls are like that. I've
found that true in the case of Tosh and Heidi, and I've encountered
that so often at times when the girls had started to say something
that I felt was a gem of an idea, that I kow let them go on without
interrupting them with questions. I'm afraid that if I raise any
questions, they'll react with that characteristie perplexion, and
Btop talking just when they're about to say something that I want
to know.

I ran into the same thing last night when Margie was talking.
She was saying something that I found interesting and I raised a
question about it, but immediately she stopped her conversation,’
showed that appearance of confusion, and then shut up after saying,
"I don't know". I've felt that Japanese girls, on the whole, with
the exception of the type of girls I've mentioned, aren't inclined
to be uncomfortable in abstract discussions where you pile abstrac-
tion on top of abstraction until it's difficult to f£ind a concrete
base for it. The boys aren't like that. You can probe and probe,
and most of them are likely to pursue the thing with you.

Another thing about Nisei girls is that they seem to take
things very literally. 1It's difficult to Joke or tease with them.
More than once I've tried to tease our girls and found that they
took what I said seriously, that I'd even hurt their feelings on
some occasions, that I've refrained from that hasbit in their presence.
I found that the case even when I'm teasing someone other than them-
selves. What Mrl Shirrell said today, that the Japanese are a peace
loving people, is also true, I believe. They'1ll go to any amount of
trouble to avoid trouble. Any situation that can be handled without
causing a disturbance, I rather think they'd do all that's necessary,
even if it requires a great deal of energv, to sidestep an open con-
flict. My girls are like that. They don't like to see a erisis
boldly presented to them. I noticed that-once when one of the young
Nisel girls came to visit our girls. Neither Tosh nor Heidi like
this girl very much, but they'don't like to tell hep not to come so
they see her now and then when she drops over. On this occasion, I
was teasing this girl about her boy friends---and I suppose that I
may have teased her a bit pointedly since she hadn't been conducting
herself as well as she might have-=--, but I noticed that there was
an expression of anxiety and pain on Tosh and Heidi's faces, as if
I were directing my remarks to them instead of to this other girl.
It's as if they were pubting themselves in this other girls shoes
and feeling directly all that I was saying to her. They don't like
to be teased, and they don't like to be around when I'm teasing or
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joking a little pointedly with others.

But I think it's that very sensitiveness which makes the girls
so tactful and charming.

Regarding the matter of literalhess on the part of Nisel girls,

I've read somewhere that the Japanese tendency to interpret things
literally comes from the importance of the sigm in their language.
That is, because of the importance of Japanese character® in their
writing, thelr language is influenced by #ke- literalness of inter-
pretation, ( I questioned this hypothesis because it seemed too
simpde an answer to the problem, and suggested that the syntax of
the language might have even more to do with it, and possibly most
important the psychology of social relations in Japan.)

I've wanted Heidi to get to know some of the Caucasian girls
in Twin Falls and hoped that she might make contacts.in school.
But there's a Nigei girl in the same class in high school with hers,
taking some of the same courses as she, who lives about a block away
from our place. Heidi and she have gotten into the habit of getting
together every morning to go to school with each other, and coming
home together. I've never sald anything to Heidi because I've felt
that if I suggested she walk to school with other girls, she would
take me literally and try to follow that out but at the same time
would feel that I objected to her friendship with this other girl.
Yet, if this other girl had not been there, and Heidi was alone in
this district, she'd probably have made friends with whom to walk
to school. It might have been hard at first, but soon it would have
become the normal part of her life to seek companionship with some
of the Caucasian girls. I believe both girls are in several of the
same classes and they probably sit together.

My feeling is that the only way in which the Japanese are going
to become accepted is for them to make personal acquaintances with
€aucasians. In that respect, it would be better for the evacuees
to resettle in smaller towns, like Twin Falls, where they can make
personal contacts. Here in Chicago, I'm sure that most of the Nisei
feel the impersonality of the city, and they probably appreciate
the fact that they find themselves lost in the city. I'm sure that
in Twin Falls, whenever there are Nisei or Japanese walking down
the street, the Caucasians are conscious of it. I know that I'm
aware of the Japanese in the smaller towns back there, and I suppose
I look at them with curiomity or interest. But, on the other hand,
just a8 Tom and Rose got to know people in Fruitland where they were,
I think there's more opportunity of becoming an accepted part of a
community in places like that than in a city like Chicago where no-
one pays any attention to you, and even Caucasians don't know their
neighbors. —

In looking back over the relocation and evacuation, I recall
the initial pleasure I felt at my first contacts with the Japanese.
Prior to that time, I'd searcely known a Japanese. On the University
of California campus when I was there a good many years ago, there
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were some Japanese on the campus and I used to see them around, but
they went around in their own group and I never had the opportunity
of getting acquainted with them. Practically speaking, I knew nothing
about the Japanese of the Pacific Coast. The coming 6f the Yapanese
to Hunt, of course, caused guite a disturbance to a small town like
Twin Falls. It brought enormous numbers of workers there to build
the center, and then the WRA was bringing a population there about
whom the Idaho people of that area knew nothing. The initial re-
action was prdably one of hostility to the idea. But I can recall
the day when Mr. Stafford invited a group of us from Twin Falls down
to Hunt to look over the project.

That day when I walked into te administration offices and saw
all those Nisei girls and fellows working for all the world like any
other American group of young people might be found working at such
a place, the girls in their very neat slacks and outfits that made
them very attractive, all those Niseli young people coming to talk to
us with a brand of English that couldn't have been distinguished
from that of any other American, and the sight of the efficiency
and thoroughness wlith which they had created an office organization
out of nothing, it awakened something in me that hadn't been aroused
for some time. It did me good to come in contact with all those
people who showed themselves of a high type of intelligence and
manners. (Mr. Beach had been brought up near an Indian Reserva-
tion in Northern Idsho, and at one time took a minor in ethonology
under Kroeber. He had given up an opportunity of going into that
field in favor of taking over his father's business, but the mative
interest in culture and human beings must have been latent in him
all these years.) I think I was surprised that day to see what
kindof people the Japanese were, for we'd heard about them in the
newspaper and yet in Ideho we'd hardly ever come in contact with
them. I was impressed, as I say, by the efficéency and intelli-
gence of the people, and I'm gquite sure that was the reactlion of
most of the other people who went with me though they may not have
stopped to analyze their personal feelings about the matter as I did.

It all comes back to me of the first few friends we made at
Hunt, the gradual development of the project and of the manner in
which it settled down to an organized life, the first time we took
some Japanese girl to work in our home---zll that is very pleasant
to recall for it brought something into my life that wasn't there
before.

(Mr, Beach mentioned something about the inferiority feeling
among Nisei, and I asked him if he thought there was more of it
among Nisei than among others.) Yes, I'm sure there is more of it
among Nisei., I think most Nisei are conscious of an inferior status
in this country. If I were a Nisei, I'm not sure that I could live
under that burden, It's a terrible thine to bear.
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Ve were expecting Nobu and Kax today, so I spent the morning
and early afternoon doing as much of the work as possible before
they came so that I might have everything cleared up before they
arrived.

Nobu and Kaz called from the WRA office at noon to tell us they
would be on hand around 2;00. They had dropped in there to tell
Mr, Shirrell \how they had fared in their first week of work at the
Bridges hom The WRA office reports that most of their domestic

ers have given favorable accounts of their work situation, al-
though the same cannot be said of other workers. This is no doubt
to be explained by the greater security, savings possibilities,
and better housing and feeding that most of them get in these homes
for which they work than is true of those who are maintaining inde-
pendent homes, loreover, it seems that most Chicago employers of
domestics are not very demanding and the work is thus not very hard,
I suppose the prosperous condition of meny of these business fami-
lies at present also helps by making the employers less conscious
of the amount they are spending on their help.

T, In any case, Nobu and Kaz arrived in the afternoon smiling and
obviously happy with their situation in the Bridges home at Winnetka.
lir. Bridges, President and owner of the Hydrox Ice Cream Co. and
Vice Pres. of the Associated Ddiry Products which has XKraft Cheese
and others as subsidiaries, is apparently the most difficult person.
He wants things just so, and he seems to like puttinz on the airs

of a2 "big shot" but he is at heart a good man according to Nobu

and Kaz, lirs, Bridges is very nice. She used to be a nurse or
social worker or something when she was young, before lr. Bridges
made his pile, and the informasl attitude toward conventions and
class differences which she undoubtedly developed in those days
still persists., Where Mr, Bridges is fastidious about the way in
which meels are served, the home is kept up, etc., lirs. Bridees

is extremely informal in her demands upon the domesties. There is
also & son of about thirty-four years who is now in the Army in a
near by camp but who still makes his home at the Eridezes. The chief
concern of the Bridges, it seems, is to get the son married off.

On the other hand, the sonzxseem s entirely indifferent to the

idea much peégpferring the development of his interest in his studies
in engineering and in his avocation, outdoor life. This son apparent-
ly spent much time before his induction into the Army with a Boy
Scout troop of which he was a scoutmaster. This son too is informal
about the home, being more like his mother than his father. Finally,
there is an adopted girl in the home, about twenty-one vears old,
who was picked up in a tenament home in Chicago on one of Mrs,
Bridges frequent visits to the slum areas of the city. It was Mrs.
Bridges habit in her younger days, she is now over gixty, to spend
time promoting welfare work among the wealthy people, and she came
upon this girl during one of her tours. INobu describes the adopted
daughter as a very nice person who is helpful to them iﬁsuggesting
to them the way things are done about that home.

1t seems that lirs., Bridges has not been very well in health
for the past several years, After they lost their last domestic,
a colored couple, she was unable to get anybody to replace them
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and it seemed for a while that it would be necessary for the
Brldges to give up their home and move to a hotel. This was the
doctor's advice on the grounds that lirs, Bridges might lose her
life if she attempted to continue keeping the house herself, The
place has some nine rooms, including the maid's room, and it is
£illed with furniture. It seems, therefore, that the Brldges were
more than happy to get Kaz and Nobu to work for them,

Kez and Nobu cannot understand why the Bridges should want
to hire a couple for the work around their home, for there fust
isn't enough to do to keep busy all day. Moreover, there is a
washerwoman who comes in twice a week to do the Washlng of the
family---lirs, Bridges has even told Nobu to throw in their washing
---, and there is a gardener who takes care of the outside. Since
the Bridees entertain very little, there isn't enough work for the
two of them to keep busy all day unless they make work, Still, there
seems t0 be no complaint on the part of the employer, and they even
tell Kaz and Nobu to take things easier than they have been doing.
Kaz, for example, has insisted on vacuuming the rugs, Oriental and
dther fine rugs in which Mr, Bridges has some interest, especially
because the two Setter dogs which they keep around the house leave
dog's hair all over the place, But Mrs, Bridges urges Kaz not to
work so hard on the rugs for Bear that he will take all the nap off
these expensive rugs. ©So Kaz spends his time washing the windows
or the car, and polishing one thing or another,

Nobu finds the Bridges taste for food very simple and easy

to cook for. They have tremendous quaniities of food in the base-
ment in their private refrigeration system: pounds and pounds of
frozen chikcen, butter, ice cream, etc, They are so well fed that
Nobu and Kaz hardly know what to do with all the food given them,
Although they have turned over their ration book to their emplover,
no trouble on this score seems likely to develop under the sircum-
stances.

'_______—___-h
From their view, it seems that the domestic work they have
chogen was & wise selectlon for they are now making 5150 a month
if;é;¢3 clear, and there is little to spend it upon out there, In fact,
Mrs, Bridges has somewhere got hold of the notion that all evacuees
have been left penniless by the evacuation---a helpful notion for
Caucasians to have---and every time that Kaz goes out, and even on
the occasion today when they left to visit town, Mrs., Bridges in-
ouires every time whether they have enouch money in their pockets,

"””/ It seems that Mrs. Bridges is a very humene sort of individual.
The other day her son hame home to announce that the Army post where
he is had been warned to be prepared for instantaneous duty in the
event a race riot developed in this region. The announcement was
based on information that a race riot was developéng near Evanston,
and it was believed that the riot would spread down to Chicago.

Kaz, who was uninformed about &ll this, was sent down to Evanston
to do some purchasing by Mrs., Bridges, and after she had sent him
off, she recalled the story of the pendlnp race riot. She thought
that she might have sent Kaz off to get caught in the midst of it,
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and she phoned to the grocery she had sent him to, although she
failed to hear of his arriving there, and she wept with anxiety
until he returned somewhat later.

This story about the potential race riot may be connected with
the story that LuV¥erne Conway told us of the shooting of a colored
boy by a white cop that took place over in Washington Park. The
boy, whom the cop was chasing for some reason, was shot in the back
and killed, ©Several meetings are said to have taken place in the
colored district on the other side of Cobtace Grove, and only the
wise leadership of some Negroes prevented the spreading of the
hostile sentiment that was created among some of the Negroes of that
district. There is apparently ocuite an angagonistic feeling develp-
ing emong the Negroeg since the Detroit riots.

Nobu and Kaz thus are well pleased with their situation at

present. They are at once impreseed by the apparent wealth that

is all over the Bridges home, and also amused by the eccentiicities
in the home. Although there is little to do around there during
the leisure hours, they are not particularly lonesome since they
are there together. Kaz wanted to go to church last Sunday, but
the work hours on Sunday morning Ixxmmk somewhat conflicts with

the ehurch-going hours.

We hurried downtown before the Express office should close
so that we might arrange to have their trunk transferred to Win-
netka. Then we dashed over to China town for a Chinese dinner.
This was the second Chinese dinner in two days for Michi and myself,
but it was one of the tastiest we'd had down there, Kaz was amazed
at the cheapness of the dinner, for the same dinner in Seattle would
have cost fifty percent more, His first cuestion before we went down
was, "You don't suppose we'd get poisoned do you," and he was more
or less serious in asking,

We stopped long enough at e Chinese merchandise store to pick
up some XTREMEE® creen tea which isn't evailable enywhere else and
which my mother has asked for, We got down to the Northwest Station
just in time to see lir, Beach off for Idaho., The station was crowd-
ed as usual with soldiers end other passengers. I was sorry to
see him off for he was very kind to us all the while he was here,
and we féel that we know him cuite well now,

Kaz and Nobu wanted to see Tom end Rose in their new apartment
dovmstairs from us, so we dropped in, Tom was out to evening school,
but Rose entertained us, She seemed very well pleased with their
new siftation, and particularly with the way lMrs. Morris has been
treating them., Rose mentioned that one reason they had quit their
‘Owrk in the suburbs from where Tom used to commte to the factory
every day was because of "Tom's nervousness" and the El. rides
upset him too much,




Miyamoto Journal
July 9, 1943

There was little doing today during the day, I spent most of
the day typing up stuff that had piled up over the week, In our
discussions of the staff this afternoon, the talk turned to the
question of how and when the segregation in the relocation centers
will be effected, I am myself almost convinced that Tule Lake is
to be the spot where the "disloyal™ ones are to be sant,. But 1
am appalled by the possibilities of resistance on the part of evacu-
ees when the segregation program starts. If the population of Tule
Lake is to be divided, there is bound to be hostilities cropping
up between the factions, and I shouldn't be surprised if there is
not another wave of terrorism as there was during the registration.
Cne may already anticipate the kinds of cuestions that will be
raised among the evacuees,

Un the evening I attended the WRA Conference with Tom and Chap-
lie down at 226 W. Jackson. Most of the people in the audience
were WRA representatives, but there were a scattered few from other
agencies and there were a few Nisei. The discussion started with
Robert Frase of the Fmployment Division g2iving a brief summary of
a committee in the WRA now Planning to gather all available infor-
mation on areas of possible relocation. This is to be used in edu-
cating the evacuees to the possibilities that are to be found in
various places, Frase puts on the air of a sophisticated aﬁ:ﬁ bored
govt, official, but he strikes me as a young academic sort of jindi-
vidual whose actual experience in the field of employment is prob-
ably somewhat limited,

next
~”””’r Smeltzer was/tRem on the bprogram talking on resettlement ana

integration procedures in a small community, The question he ig
trying to answer is the method by which evacuees may be drawn out
into the Caucasian community. His main points dealt with (a) the
importance of integrating evacuees into their new community of re-
settlement, (b) the work that is already being done toward that

end, and (c) what needs to be done in a small community toward this
end, Ralph Smeltzer impresses me as an individual who is well in-
téntioned but who carries too much missionary zeal to be effective
among resettlers. One of his emphases was upon the part of the
church in establsihing relations between Japanese and Caucasians,
and although there was much eriticism both from the WRA represen-
tatives as well aﬁ gie LOon this subjedt, I felt that Smeltzer

was justified ifih Hg ﬁ;ﬁrtant role the church is playing in this
respect. I wag, perhaps, the only non-church representative there
who upheld the view, yet it seems to me that one can too much eriti-
cize the work of the church in attempting to bring resettlers into
Caucasian society, If we look at the history of the evacuation ang
re-settlement and consider the groups who have supported the evacuees
throughout this period, it seems that the only social group that has
frankly supported the evacuees andg attempted to do something for them
is the church, and its affiliated organizations., The religionists,
whatever criticisms micht be directed against them on other scores,
are the only American people with sufficient altruistic interests

to invite the Japsnese into their group. Suggestions are being made
that other groups, such as hobby groups under the public park comm,
supervision, should be brought into play in the effort at integra-~
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taion: but the matter of finding groups that will help the Japan-
ese make their socisl adjustments, apart from those with some re-
licious interests, is a different matter,

The point of criticism that may be made against Smeltzer and
his kind is their sealousness in emphasizing the need for integra-
tion into the larger commnity. OSmeltzer seems to argue that the
appearance of evacuee groups is an extremely dangerous thing, but
while this may be true, the fact is that the appearance of Niseil
groups cannot be prevented, The extreme concern that was evidenced
in todays discussion on the problem of how to bring about the assi-
milation of resetters, and all the bickering arguments over matters
of procedure in this connection, seem to arise from the idealistic
hope of these men that this thing can be accomplished in one major
offensive upon the resettlers, Assimilation will inevitably take
place slowly, education and propaganda in favor of assimilation is
all to the good, but the effort to force this thing eannot come to
xu# any happy ending.

Smeltzer also mentioned the program for counselling that is to
be initiated by the Church Federation and the Council of INinisters.
Tom and others justifiably criticized the use of ministers for the
counselling procram, Certainly, it is desirable that people with
a wider breadth of vision than most ministers possess on the matter
of advising on social adjustment problems should be included on this
counselling program, But here again, who other than the churches
will actively go about setting up a procram of esounselling. The
WRA needs to do some of this work, yet there is nothing from the
WRA office showing an inclination in this directionm.

s———"

The final speaker was Reverend Kitagawa (Father Dai) who is
visiting here on a tour of the Mid- West from Tule Leke, He gave
the best talk of the evening on the problems of interviewing evacuees,
and here he emphasized the sensitiveness and "immaturity" in facing
objective reality that has become the condition of evacuees since
their experience in the sheltered circumstance of the relocation cen-
ter.

period

The discussion/again brought out the most interesting phase
of the talk, Shirrell opened with a2 question on how to cut down
on the time of interviews in the WRA office, He has found that
only after half an hour or more of interviewing does one finally
come upon the basic difficulties that are troubling individuals who
come in ffor consultation. Why isn't it possible for the evacuees
to speak out immediately concerning’ the thing they wish to talk
about? Father Dai struck at the heart of the problem in answering
when he declared that people will only talk freely after their con-
fidance has been gained. But this point also bears directly on the
atmospherdof the WRA office which I have often felt to be character-
istically that of a govt, office that is really too busy to tend to
the individual needs and feelings of those who come for consultation.
If there is this reluctance to talk on the part of the interviewees,
I rather suspect that it is the outcome of the extremely impersonal
business-like atmospher of the place.
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G el S+i11 another ouestion was the problem of how to deal with
individuals who micht teke a job that was offered by the WRA, but
who would return shortly thereafter with a plea of dissatisfaction
tj\)b’ with what they had received and the wages they were getting., How
is one to deal with Nisei who come in thinking they should receive
salaries far beyond anything that may be expected of those who are
just breaking into the employment opportunities offered here in
Chicago? Yatabe spoke up on this point indicating what he has
heard from evacuees that they are too often rushed to take jobs
without being given ample time to think of whether they want the
job or not., Miss Ross, the WRA worker handling domestic situations,
mentioned in this connection that she follows the policy of indi-
cating to the intervéewee the openings she has on hand eand then
of telling them to return again in a few days to make their decision
after they have thought ofer their problem. There is no gquestion
that there is too much hurry on the part of evacuees to try to get
settled. The pressures are undoubtedly on them to get settled and
into an organized way of life as soon as pessible, but because of
this pressure and the failure to get a good view of their new com=-
munity in pretty broad perspective before making their initial de-
cigions, they make errors that later must be corrected.

—

p—

One thing very noticeable in the meeting was the lack of par-
ticidation on the part of the staff from the Friends' office, al-
thourh Fort, Godfrey, Ferguson, snd leKine were all there. I won-

. dered how it was thet Smeltzer was on the program but not the staff

of the Friends. And it was ouite evident that the Friends' staff
were for some resson resentful of the "RA's handling of this meet-
ing. McKine spent half his time in the meeting reading the newspaper.
Fort was making some derogatory comments under his breath.

Ruth Young introduced me to Ruth Tsuji and asked me to see
her as far as the I.C. station, The latter comes from Gila, is now
working in the WRA office, and lives somewhere out by 71lst in the
South Pnd. Mrs, Shirrell then mentioned to me that IMrs. Dry, who
is in the WRA office, is a very fine singer, and Michi and Mrs., Dry
should get together. lrs. Dry spoke of having a young boy (Nisei)
of sixteen working in her home and attending school out at Oak Park.
She signed his papers for entrance into the local school, and thus
was able to avoid the non-residence fee recuired of all students
whose legal guardians are not in the municipality.

Charlie seems much concerned about the number of Nisei around
the eity. When we were coming down on the El. Tom and I ran into
him. We hed previously met another Nisei on his way to the meeting.
Charlie first sat down with us on the El, and then moved over into
a seat by himself, He later expressed his disgust at having met some
four Nisei on the El, coming down, and it is evident that he shuns
Nisei whenever possible, What is it that makes him so obnscious of
the presence of Nisei groups here in Chicago. Certainly, he must
have cone with some Nisei groups in Sen Francisco.

®
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I hurried over to the Brent House to meet Rev., Kitagawa since
he asked that we get together for a chat on the problems of the cen-
ter and the relocation progrem., I used to visit the Brent house
on occasion when I was here before, snd it seemed that the place
hadn't chenged a bit shnce I was last there. Tom, who was to join
us, was not there when I arrived, and Father Dal and T settled down
to talk of things that were especially uppermost in his mind.

Since leaving Tule Lake, Father Dal has visited Denver and
Minneapolis where he has seen something of the relocation situation
althouszh much of his time in both places were taken up with attend-
ing Episcopalian conferences. The point that impresses him in the
ad justment of evacuees is that they need to assume a more far sight-
ed perspective of what they are to accomplish by their relocation,
Too manv young people seem to him to be oo much concerned with
jmmediate monetery gains, and between the choice of taking something
that may pay in the future and something else that may pay well ime-
mediately, the tendency of most evacuees to select the latter, If
the resettler finds nothing thet lives up to his high monetary ex-
pectations, however, he gives up too easily and begins immediately
to think in terms of returning to the shelter of the center.

Father Dai illustrated his point by using the case of Chester
Ogi. Chester came out here without a definite job opening and as
he looked around for an opening he Began to inquire into the Finnish
Cooperatives for some reason., The general idea of going into Coop
work was in his mind as he started looking for a job for he had seen
something of it in Tule Lake and was interested in learning more
about it, but why he should have become interested in the Finnish
Coop is unexplained, for people he knew the Finnish Coops warned
him that the Finns were a rather clannish group who weren't likely
to open up jobs to outsiders. In any case, he made inquiries of
the Finnish Coop in Superior, Wis., and after talking to the Presi-
dent of the organization half convinced him that he had possibilities.
He then talked further to the secretary explaining his interest in
Coops and his willingness to work, and asked if he might not be given
g job. The secretery finally remarked that it wasn't a question of
whether he could be given a job, but rather of what kind of job he
wanted. Chester replied that he wished to learn all about this Coop
and was willing to start at the bottom. The secretary declared, "If
that's the case, we're willing to take you on," and Chester has been
since working in the warehouse. In fact, the organization was so
favorably impressed by Chester that they decided to try out some
more isei and asked him for recommendations.

Chester wrote to some of his friends telling them of openings
in Coops, but warned all of them not to mention anything about wages.
When several of them replied, however, one of the fellows wrote that
he wanted $300 per month., It was not until Father Dail heard this
from the secretary and commmnicated it to Chester that the latter
learned what had happened, and he declared, "So that's why the
Secretary has been acting a little cool to me recently. I didn't
know about the replies, but I told those fellows not to mention
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wages, dJust because of that one fellow, I suppose the whole deal
fell through." And it was true that the secretary no lonser seemed
enthusiastic about hiring more Nisei.

The moral that Father Dai drew from this example was that the
Nisei shouldn't think so much inlterms of what they can get immedi-
ately. In fact, it is impossible to command high salaries in com-
panies of that kind from the beginning, but if one goes in with the
intention of learning and of later working up, there should be much
more ample opportunity for the Nisei. All this requires courage
and foresicht, but that is just what is recuired among the resettlers
when they leave the relocation center in search of positions on the

*ﬂg,,nntside.

Another interest which Father Dai seems to havé}ﬁf the propo-
sition that the future of Japanese resettlers, especially in the
case of Issei,  is to be found in the farming areas of the Mountain
and Middle Western States., He wished to know what I thoucht was the
future of agriculture. sm in the United States. I felt that this
was hardly a question that I could answer for there are so many
factors of economics as well as of sociology that enter in such that
I could hardly make a fair prediction. But Father Dai supported his
view with two assumptions, (a) that not even the most industrialized
of mations can ever be based on an economy that excludes agriculture,
and (b) that agriculture is a personal way of life that is psycho-
logically and morally more healthy than is an urban life. It does
not seem to him that the Issei can adjust well to metropolitan life
of the kind that is to be found in Chicago, and the farm community
would be preferable in contrast. A most important point with him
is that resettlement must necessarily take place, in parge part,
on a family unit basis, and farming affords the best opportunity
for this type of resettlement. Part of the disorganization result-
ing from resettlement is the disruption of family connections, and
something needs to be done to preserve these basic relationships.
Farming thus seems to afford an answer for many of the basic prob-
lems that confront the evacuees in the center.

Of course, Father Dal starts with the assumption that reloea-
tion must necessarily take place. There seems no alternative to
this. Obviously, if people wailt too long, there will soon arrive
the time when no resettlement can be effected, However, as of the
date that Father Dal left Tule Lake roughly one month ago, there
seemed to be no decline in the sentiment which prevailled at the
time we left against the idea of relocation. The sentiment is,
of course, primarily among the Issel, but even among the Nisei there
seems to be a rather neutral stand on the question of resettlement.
One might guess that this is due to the adverse pressure on the part
of Issel parents operating against the natural desire of young people
to get out from under the control of the relocation center., The
Nisei are clearly restless, and anything that will alter the balance
of forces may be expected to swing opinion in one direction or an-
other. Six months after the major outflow of Nisei resettlers start-
ed in the center, there seems to be a tendency for this flow to de-
cline in quantity. A basie reason is that the initial outflow was
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principally among that group of Nisel who were probably the m?st
assimilated, most progressive minded, and hence the most inclined to
get out of the relocation center. The remaining ones tend to be much
more under parental control and they are therefore influenced by
Issei attitudes. Of course, there are other factors influencing the
decision pro or con.

Michi was anxious to have Father Dai over for lunch since she
would otherwise not have a chance to meet him. We had a pleasant
but hurried lunch, the three of us, and Father Dal and I dashed 8ff
for the afternoon meeting of the WRA Conference.

The number of peopge present was if anything less than the
evening before when 1 had expected a larger group than I saw. A
fair proportion were Nisel including people like Dr, Tashiro, Rev.
Yamazaki, Walter Hara and others who were not present the evening
before. Of the WRA representatives present, it seemed to me that
it was those who were most conscientious in their effort to do their
best for the evacuees who were still in attendance. The evening
meeting yesterday was extremely sultry (summer heat) and I was not
surprised that many were disinclined to attend the last meeting.

The Friends' staff were conspisuous by their absence.

Redfield was the first speaker. He gave, what I thought, was
perhaps one of the two types of speeches that might be effectively
presented to an audience of this kind, that is, an inspirational :
talk. The other possible type, as it seems to me, is the kind that
analyzes the character of the people with whom the WRA is dealing.
But the kind of talks which frequently appears in this kind of dis-
cussion which I also consider the least fruitful since they lead
only to bickering and upholding of one's own view, is the discussion
of practical programs. In any case, Redfield gave an inspirational
talk. VWhat he was trying to solve was the question, "Why are we,
who have become concerned with this problem, in this thing which
has very little reward and much hostility and difficulty involved
in it2" Here is the point he was driving at. The Japanese in Ameri-
ca are the most exposed, the most vulnerable, of all the minroity
groups in America. It is the group which the politicians of the
country may consider the weakest point, the easiest galient to at-
tack and take. The members of the Caucasian group who become asso-
ciated with the problem of the Japsnese in America are, therfore,
entering upon a task that has the least possible reward for its
participants.

Redfields andwer to his own question is that the problem of
the Jepanese in America is not an isolated problem but one that is
involved in the whole political situation of the United Siates today.
To illustrate he mentioned the case of the American Legion group
which he attended one day at which the first part of the discussion
was given over to means of defending the ideals of Americsan democracy,
the rights of man laid down in the doctrines of Thomas Paine, Jeffer=-
son and others, and then the later part was given over to the wues-
tion of how to chastige the Japanese in America. Redfield points
out that there was no consciousness in this group of the inconeistency
in their thinking, that the group was probably entirely sincere in '
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their hostility toward the Japanese thinking themselves justified
in their way of thinking. The point of attack for those who repre-
sent the Japanese is to unwouver the confusion, the blindness, that
hides the basiec issue involved in this whole problem. The issue

is that between the reactionary forces in the United States against
the progressive, and this is the only way in which to state the
problem so that the issues involved in this matter of resettlement
mygy be made clear to the people of the United States.

The talk, presented with all the clarity and vigor of which
Dr. Refifield is capable, called out something in me that I hadn't
felt for some time. I felt that there was a purpose in this whole
business in which we are involved; not that Redfield's statement
was new, but that the clarity with which he stated the thing and
the clearness with which the vulnerability of the "enemy" was pre-
sented, really thrilled me. Yet, after Redfield's talk, although
there was a fine round of applause, there was little discussion
that derived directly from what he had said. That is, it seemed
that it found few responsive cords among the WRA representatives
present. I suspected that the WRA reps. were perhaps almost as
sympathetic to the Am. Legion point of view as the Legionnaires
themselves; at least, they had none of the clear perception of
the problem that Redfield evidently had.

;//T/ Father Dal was introduced as the final speaker of the after-
(™% noon. He was talking on the subjec t of the "Problems of Relocation"
. fi_l and he discussed this in four phases, (a) the Importance of reloca-

tion, (b) arguments of Issei against relocation, (e¢) a need for a
philosophy of relocation, and (d) the practical possibilities of
relocation. Perhaps the most important point, the one which brought
out the most discussion, was the proposition by Father Dai that
farming offered the greatest pPossible for family resettlement for
the peasons which are discussed sbove. Charlie was the first to
attack this view on the grounds that although the Japanese are cus-
Yomarily considered a farming people, the large percentage of them
were involved in urban jobs on the West Coast., His position was
that it is diffiecult to alter one's habits of work at this late
date.

Charlie was attacked from all sides for this view, and there
was only one WRA man who spoke in his defense. Nost of those pres-
ent agreed almost entirely with Father Dai on the proposition he
had put forward., Redfield, Shirrell, Hushes, Yoshioka, Kendall
Smith end others all seemed to think that there was nothing wrong
with the proposition put forward by Father Dai, However, in part
I agree with Charlie that the effectiveness of the resettlement
to the farm depends in large part upon the kind of opportunities
that are to be offered there, and how it compares with city oppor-
tunities., If there are advantages economically in going to the city,
I doubt that regardless of the propaganda in favor of the farm,
the trend of mevement will be otherwise. loreover, there is a limit
to the number of farmers that may be absorbed with the present satu-
ration of farmers. Finally, as Charlie has argued, most Nisei have
not favored farming despite the general emphasis upon this occupa-
tion as an outlet for Nisei, It may be that Issei will look different-
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ly upon farming as an occupation for the latter vears of their
lives, but I doubt it. I rather think that Charlie's prediction
is going to be vindicated in the long run,

In general the meeting seemed to hsve little influence upon
those who had attended, and one suspects that most of the audience
went home to pursue their activities right at the point where they
had left off without altering their course a bit., A minor changce
in WRA policy may arise from the emphasis on farming as a possibility
for family resettlement, but the WRA had already been considering
this possibility and the future of the program depends to a large
degree upon the openings that are msde for evacuees,

Charlie was very much put out with the disposition that had
been made of his question concerning the future of farming among
Japanese, "All they'll do is to create another group of ﬁigratory
workers," was Tom's comment., We discussed the problem over the
counter of an ice cream fountain where we stopped for a soda,

The headlines carried shrieking announcements of the invasion
of Sicily today by Allied forces. I was surprised and agreeably so
for I had began to wonder, from the Russisn demands of two weeksg
ago for a "Second Front", whether there was to be any further in-
vasions this summer by the Allies, The military experts were de-
scribing the difficulties of further invasions this vear, and I
had assumed that the Russian comments were pointed at the Allies
because of their knowledge that the Anglo-American forces were bed-
ding down for the winter just when they were anticipating a German
attack upon the Hussian front. But it now seems that the Russian
news was for the benefit of the Axis to mislead them into thinking
the Allies unprepared for further attack this year., And just as the
Germans started their Russian campaign, the Allies attackeé at the
back door. It strikes me that the Allies have a winning strategy
in this business of pinning the Axis from one side and then the
other,
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I wanted to go to see the Japanese Church on North Michigzan
Bavd., but because of the invitation to tea at the Ogburns this.
afternoon, we decided against it. We wouldn't be able to get back
in time. It was just as well, as we said later, for the rain begen
to fall in torrents and continued for some time.

I worked in the morning on notes that had bo be typed up.
During and after lunch we tufned the radio in on the Philharmonic
program to listen to Eugene List play Gershwin's Rhapsody in Blue.
I thought Michi might like this since this piece of Gershwin's
has been one of her favorites ever since she heard the compoger
himself play it. The conseguences from Michi, however, was not
what I expected. ZFirst, she criticized the pianist for playing
it whthout feeling or sufficient feeling, and she illustrated by
showing how certain of the phzases might have been turned to give
more of the tenderness which Gershwin must have felt in writing the
composition,

From this inWitial outhurst, Michi went on to express what was
more deeply agitating her, that is, the lack of a piano to practice
on., Although the Hughes's have ziven her access to their piano
she doesn't feel comfortable about going to use their piano since
the Hugheses are often home when she is around to practice, and Michi
feels sorry for anyone who has to listen to her practicing. lNoreover,
for a pianist a home without a piano is extremely inconvenient for
when one feels in the mood to do some practicing, the piano is not
there to practice upon. As Michi put it, "It's as if you didn't
have a typewriter, or books." I agreed with her that something has
to be done about getting 4 piano in our home. But our place is too
small for a piano, and since we are on the 3rd floor, there is even
some conjecture as to whether we could get a piano up here. Fur-
thermore, we have also been wondering whether or not we should have
mother and May as well ag Shig here with us. In that event, the
cheapsst way for all of us to live is t0 have one large apartment
with four or five rooms; but if we are to move, there is no sense
in renting a piano now even if we could get it in by erowding.

As our talk progressed, lMichi was becoming more and more evident-
ly distressed. ©She had been hoping that we might have a piano when
we came out to Chicago, and she had thousht that she would try to
get a musicians position somewhete. But neither of these hopes had
materialized, "If I don't have a piano to practice on, I can't even
apply for a pianist's position since I wouldn't feel right about
applying unless I knew I could perform to my own satisfaction; and
if I don't have a job, I can't pay the rent of a piano., It's a
viséious circle.” She began to thumb through the want ads thinking
that she should perhaps teke anything and earn some money instead
of living as she has till now. "The way things are now," she said,
"fhere's no purpose to life. I think every human being has to have
some purpose in life .") The paredox that bothers Michi is that
—she is trained £o be a pianist---in fact, almost her whole life has
gone into perfecting that art---, but here in Chicago there is no
way in which she may apply her training, In Seattle she had built
up a routine of life that revolved about her piano work, of teaching,
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of concert work and occasional playing for smaller groups, and a
circle of friends who genuinely admired her talent. Here she has
none of these.

Michi continued, "I don't know whether it's a good idea for
anyone to tell the people in the centers to come out by all means.
I think all this publicity about relocating is a mistake unless
the person finds something worth coming to out here and has a defi-
nite goal in relocating. A lot of the people here are just making
enough to make ends meet, they're not saving anything, but what's
the use of all that unless there's some gain out of it, In our
family we never saved anything, but my mother and father always
provided us with enough so that we could advance in our music les-
sons and get our education, DBut people here can't even get that
mich advantage out of resettling, Iiost of them just barely make
enough to live on, and it's no different xhe from their condition
in the centers."” I argued with Michi that the people would have
to make the decision to relocate sooner or later, and certainly it
would be difficult to relocate at the end of the war, She admitted
this but still pursued the point that there was no use resettling
unless there was some purpose to it. "I'm so confused, I don't
know what's best.,”

Michi was unouestionably demoralized today. It started with
hearing the piano music on the radio. But aﬂot of things have
been bothering her of late. As she says, she needs a purpose in
life, and this she does not have at present. ZEv 1%ﬁoﬁ W
teaching several young people with talent for the piano E gather
think she would be happy. Iloreover, as she keeps the family books
on expendltures, she sees the economlc problem that we face and that
again disturbs her. ©She has come to feel that Kaz and Nobu are doing
the smart thing by taking a domestic job temporarily at which they
can earn 150 a month plus board and room, and save a large part of
their earnings. I sympathize with her position, and wish above all
that I could find something for her in the line of her training.
But that seems almost an impossible hope. Any kind of work that
draws Wer interest, however, would do.

We spent so much time talking about all these problems, which
also had its relationship to the question of relocating the rest of
our family, that we were late getting dressed for Ogburn 8 tea, We
didn't knOW'hho were to be there, but when we arrived at the Ogburms,
we discovered that he had invited only three couples, including us,
to an informal tea. The xm® other two couples were both grad students
and wives like ourselves. I wondered what Mrs, Okburn's attitude
toward us micht be, for I knew that she has middle class ideas and
comes from the aristocratic caste-minded South, but,K she was very
pleasant., It was pleasant sitting on their back porch overlooking
their neat little garden, and Michi seemed to lose her mood of de-
pression.

The Falardeaux's, the French Canadian couple, invited us over
to their home on the way back, and we spent a pleasant evening
chatting about all kinds of thinrs.
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Togo

This morning Louise Suski, the girl Tmm recommended for a
steno position with s, turned up. I didn't know what to expect
from her name, for it certainly isn't Japanese, but there wasn't
anything un-Japanese about her when she appeared. It now turns
out that she's thirty eight, but she doesn't look it. She's quiet
and not very demanding, decalring all the time we were talking to
her about the job with us, that she wasn't particularly interested
in the pay but that she wanted to get into research work. That's
what whe's angling for with one or two companies here, but perhaps
she thinks those possibilities are slim, and it may be that she
hopes to get in with us on a more permanent basis, One interesting’
thing, she has a method of speed writing all her own, and she does
very well with it.

Michi seemed to have recovered today from her spell of moodi=-
ness of yesterday. There were traces of it still, and there was
no ouestion of the presence in her mind of the problems that were
disturbing her yesterday, but at least she seemed more cheerful to-
day. In fact, she seemed to want to help me, and in a way she was
apologetic for her own behavior of yesterday in an indirect way.
Many things about this city and her d2ife here get her down, but
I feel the important thing is that she get some kind of work in
which she may give expression to her natural talent in musie., A
musician needs an appreciative audience, and the change to perform
for them occasionally. At least, Michi needs pupils on whom to
test her ability for teaching, Something there is lacking.

At Togo's invitation, I dropped into the Friends' office to-
day hoping that I might be able to do some interviewing there.
During the day time, most people are at work or busy doing some-
thing, and it's difficult to get interviews except in such a for-
mal office where people come to get interviewed, Unfortunately, the
place was extremely quiet this afternoon, and only about one person
dropped in in all the time I was there., Yet, my time wasn't mis-
spent for the young fellow who dropped in, a chap from Pomona and
Heart lountain named Xahn Nakano whom Togo apparently knew from
Los Angeles, was in an unloading mood. He talked freguentl-freely
about himself and even volunteered information where Togo made no
effort to inquire.

Kahn struck me as being a pretty well adjusted sort of young
fellow. Ixternally, he was a bit of a "smoothy" and dressed nattily
in the appropriate sports clothes and wore a mustache on a smooth
youngish face, I suspect there must be a bit of hidden vanity some-
where, and certainly there is sufficient self consciousness to keep
up appearances. DBut from his conversation about himself, one got
the idea that he was less self assured than he gave evidence of, and
more introspective than his verbosity would lead one to helieve.

He reads good books and is interested in classical music. He has
opinions, and wants to express them. I spotted him as a good case,
and intend to follow up the introduction which Togox gave me.

I noticed in this fellow what I have noticed in other Nisei,
that the bulk of them don't know definitely the goals they are seek-
ing here in Chicago, but have a general idea of what they want to do
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and accomplish. In the effort to define for themselves the exact
goals they are to pursue, there seems to be a considerable amount

of trial and error groping. Kahn took a temporary job until he

could et hims elf established, and is now looklng for something

more permanent in which he hopes to find a future. One unusual
expression on his part was that he likes Chicago, finds it interest-
ing, a view which is contrary to that of most other Nisei. He admiss
the city is dirty, but there is plenty of interesting activity going
on, Ferhaps for a fellow with an intellectual flair, Chicago may
have advantages that smaller cities don't have,

Ag I sat in the office waiting for some problem children that
might be turned in my direction, I glanced through the news clip-
pings which the Friends' office have been getting. It never fails
to burn me up to read what the Dies Comm. and its mouthpiece, the
Herald-American and other newspepers, have to say about the evacuees.
The unfairmess of the whole thing arouses something in me that is
seldom aroused. I suppose I'm & Deaceable, almost timid, fellow,
but one thing that arouses my ire is an unfair attack, It recalls
to my mind the few occasions of anger which I used to feel as a boy,
those that came when I would see a gzang of fellows restrain one
helpless youngster and tease or mistreat him.

I left the office abont four-thirty, after having no success
in getting an interview./ Riding on the El, always bothers me.
In the first place, its seldom that the ©l1. is not crowded and
there's always a good bit of joshing around for any passenger.
Ffurthermore, I've always the problem in the back of my mind as to

éy4lbf‘hether or.not to give my seat to a lady. Nobody else, of the males,

does and I shouldn't feel obliged to, but I suppose because I am
Japanese, 1 wonder especially if the Caucasians are taking an un-
favorable view of me for my failure to give my seat to a ladV'///
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All morning I dictated to Louise Suski on the Northwest JACL
report. It was my first experience at dictating, and to my sur-
prise it went off quite well. I imagine that I got twice as much
work done, working in this way, than I ordinarily do typing the
thing out myself. Of course, dictation sacrifices something of
clarity and organization, but it has its advantages.

Tom and Tomi came over in the evening, and said they had
dropped in last Sunday only to find us not here. ¥We sat around ,
drinking lemonade, and chatted about this and that.

Michi and I are still concerned about the problem of bringing
out other members of the family to Chicago. As for May or Shig,
the decision should be left up to them, and they are still able
enough to meke a go of it in any case. But as Michi was arfzuing
the other day, there's no sense in their coming out unless there
is some definite plan that they can follow., Otherwise, the matter
will reduce itself to vegetating in a large city, and they might
as well stay in the camp for that., But the problem is even more
difficult in the case of the Issei. (1) There are few work op-
portunities for them, and even if dad got a job as a chef, he
would probably find it extremely tiring to travel back and forth
from the place of work to the home on the El. or any other means
of transport. The city is just too crowded. (2) There aren't
enough favorable conditions of living to meke their adjustment
easy. Living in an apartment is hardly the thing for older people
who can't move around much anyway. If they had a garden to work
at, it would be excellent, but gardens are scarcer than flowers
in Tule Lake., (3) They wouldn't have their friends here, and being
unable to assoéiate with Caucasians due to language handicaps,
there would be no social life for them.

In many ways the evacuation is more tragic than most people
realize, The Japense community is more or less of a necessity
for the adjustment of the Issei, and once that is demolished,
there is little that they may live for. As a whole, they are
too 0ld to sdjust their ways to new conditions. In many ways,
then, the idea of resettling the Issei is, by and large, ang§
empty proposition, for there is nothing to offer in the relocation.
There is not even the prospect of earning and saving money. -1
predict that the relocation center will inevitably be a permanent
establishment for the duration, and the bulk of Issei remaining
will probably have to seek their way to Japan, For how else will
the Issei adjust now that the communities of the West Coast are
gone, Certainly, in the present circumstance of hostility against
resettlers, there is no hope of recreating a Japanese society on
the outside, but without it the Issel are hopelessly lost.
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Louise Suski returned this morning, and I learned that she
had already typed up the material I'd given her to work on. She
seems & very efficient person. According to her work assignment
sheet, she's thirty-eight years old, but she doesn't dook 1it,

Ted and Alice called just before noon to say they were in
town, end asked if we'd like to have a sukiyaki dinner and inviée
Doec Tashiro. Unfortunately, it later transpired that they couldn't
reach Tashiro, but we decided on dinner together anyway. They came
up about 4:30, and the first thing Alice showed me the Herald-
American she was carrying, snd declared, "Look at this."

The big headline was about Sicily, but on the left-hand top
where one could clearly see it from a distence were two pictures
of Nisei in a hospital, and the heading in large letters read,
"SATIORS; JAPS IN RIOT HERE", The article which followed revealed
that "Four yvoung men of Japenese ancestry, recently released from
relocation camps, were involved in a riot with several U, S. navy
sailors at the southeast corner of Division and Clark sts. last
nizht.” It later went on, "Ill feeling between the Japs and the
sailors arose, police reported, Tuesday night, when one of the
civilians cursed a navel men's uniform." Accordineg to this news
story, the four Japanese-Americans were unermployed. Two of them
were badly wounded by knife cuts, and the others were beaten with
clubs and pipes. Three of the ssilors were captured by two detec-
tives who arrived on the scene, but the rest of the group of ten
who had been involved, escaped. At one point in the article it
mentioned that the sailors were Filipinos, but this was the only
mention of their nationality.

The article then went on to pan Shirrell for having declared
at an earlier date that all the nisei coming out wére "VWithout
exception merit trust and confidance." The item closed by declar-
ing that his riot came in the wake of a resolution passed by a lo-
cal Legion Post pointing out the danger to the nation's war indus-
tries in the relocation of Japanese evacuees in the Chicago indus-
tries.

Alice and Ted had just been coming down 63rd to our place
when, in passing before a newsstand, they heard someone behind
them say, "They ought to keep the Japs in camp." Alice Bhought
these people were referring to them, and she turned around, and
then noticed that they were looking at the article on the front
page of the newspaper. oShe had bought the paper and immediately
read it. IHer comment, as she came in, was, "It just makes me
gick," Ted's comment was, "This isn't the last incident we'll
have of this kind." And I felt pretty much as they did., The ar-
ticle shocked me, and it seemed as if another leg on the road back
to camp had been laid down. I read the article immediately, but
strangely enougch Ted hadn't yet seen the thing. In a way, I think
Ted is so sensitive that he can't bear to face something like that
without first steeling himself, His remark was, "You can just
about predict what the Hearald Amerdcan would say, so I didn't
bother to read it." But he later picked up the paper and looked
the article over,




Today Ted was decidedly less peppy than usual, although Alice
seemed no different. I remarked to Alic aboutb it, after Ted left
for a while to attend a meeting at the hospital, and she replied,
"] guess the newspaper article got him, And, of course, he hasn't
been o very happy out there at Wheaton doing rather dull routine
work,"

Later Mighi went out to shop with Alice and bought a copy of
the Daily News and we immediately looked for something on the "riot."
Instead of being on the front page as in the H-American, the Daily
News carried it on the third page. Iioreover, the article gave
Shirrell's version of the same story, in which he declared that
the Filipino sailors had just pounced on the four nisei boys. In
this article, the boys were described as Hawaiian-Americans who
had been with the U.S. lMerchant Marine until they were evacuated.
To me it seemed that this version was probably mloser to being
correct, for what would ten 7ilipino soldiers be doing armed with
clubs, knives and lead pipes if they weren't prepared to fight
someone? Yet, the unfavorable publicity in papers like the H-
American were more likely to affect the American pubddes than the
fairer account in the Dadly News,

T The pressure against the Japanese undoubtedly seems to be
growing here, and 1 feel &as if the world were closing down on us.
One feels helpless agdinst the lies and febrications that are
being written against us, And just in the manner of the H-American,
most of the Am-public isn't inelined to sympathize with the Nisel
position even if it is we who are beaten and critically wounded.

Ted seems to feel that the WRA policy sisn't adequate. There's
too little consideration given to the ocuestion of the gocial ad-
justments of the resettiers. Although he admits that no agency
can control the menner in which individuals are %o live, still
the WRA shouldn't permit resettiers to segregate themselves ©oo0
much, especially in areas like N. Clark St. whiech are notoriously

“ bad places of residence. The WRA is operating merely as an em-
ployment office, but it needs to branch out into counselling for
social adjustments. The Tokuyama girl, whom we met with Tashiro
at a dinner, tells Ted that there are now 175 Japanese at the
Wabash St. YMCA, She's going back to El Paso, Texas, because there
are too meny Japanese here now, although her boss wants her to
remain in Chicago.

Ted seems much concerned that the Wigei are not learning to
mix more with Caucasians. Of course, he admisy, it's difficult
to cet adjusted to a place like Chicago right away, but the Niseil
should seek mesns of breaking into Cauvcasian society. He himself
sought out Caucasisn groups when he first came, and he feels that
he may have influenced an enormous number of people toward a fa-
vorable view of the Japanese merely by his individual contacts
with Caucasians.

@
His chief concern today, however, is regarding the problem
of gaining citizenship for himself, He is perhaps as Americanized
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a person as one might desire, yet by the accident of birth in
Japen he cannot gain citizenship althouzh he came to America when
he was only & couple of years old. It is apparent that this in-
ability to gain citigenship eats within him, for he 1is willing to
join the army as a private (though he is a doector), or do anything
else to gain the right of franchise., And to him the barriers
which stand in the way of his getting a decent job in Americe, and
of having the freedom to do what he wants, is in large part the
lack of citizenship on his part.

It is a strange fact that the Nisei who have citizenship do
not see that risht as being any great advantage in this world,
whereas those without citizenship tend to look upon it as the
panacea for their ills., LEspecially is this the case among the
hiehly Americenized non-citizens, for it seems to them that only
a legal difficulty stands in the way while they carry none of the
personal adjustment difficulties of other Nisei. Iiere then is
a source of envy as well as of a feeling of injustice.

It wes about ten in the evening when the Watanabes left for
their return trip to Wheaton. I suspect they enjoyed themselves
today in their weekly visit to town; and especially was this ap-
parent in Alices case for she enjovs cooking and helping around
the house. She frecuently talks of her desire to be in town near
here so that Michi and she could get together to do all manner
of things that she dreams about.
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I menaged to complete the dictation of the JACL report
this morning with the aid of Louise Suski. It's a lodd off my
mind to get the thing done and away with; although I must say that
it falls far short,of the kind of report I wanted to do. It will
require considerable revision later.

Charlie ceme in this morning with the information that the
"pown Hall of the Air" haed a discussion last night on the Problem
of the Japanese in America discussed by Carey MacWilliams, Max
Radin, Rep. Costello, and a Mr. Groves. It was put on the air
from Senta Barbara. Charlie's report was that, by and large, when-
ever Costello spoke, the audience applauded loudly, but when Mac-
Williems denounced the Dies Comm., questioned Costello's views, and
supported the evacuees to the extent of axfxirxim asking for a
fair judgement of their case, the audlence booed. Yet, Chhrlie
spoke of it as a "damn good discussion” and he seemed quite delight-
ed with the menner in whiech McWilliams stood his ground despite
the obviously hostile sentiment of the m jority of the sudience.
There were some in the audience, he said, who apparently supported
MeWilliams, or at least wished to have a fair consideration given
to the problem. Charlie declares that he himself did not feel dis-
turbed about the discussion, despite its generally adverse tone,
for, as he says, "I fell there's no use getting angry about such
a thing. It just prevents you from doing some hard ‘thinking abou
the whole question.™

Of course, Charlie is right. And Charlie is absolutely right
yaxg too when he says that the present campaign against the WRA
and the release of evacuees to outside areas approximates the situ-
ation we had on the Pacifie Coast in the spring of 1942 when the
die was cast in favor of evacuation. But I can't agree that there's
mueh we can do about it now in spite of all the thinking about the
question that we might do. I see our situat ion getting rapidly
worse, and as the war continues and the war effort is directed more
and more at Japsn rather than against Germayy, the hysetrical sen-
timent that now prevails in Californie, it seems to me, will be
transmitted to the rest of the nationm.

If these problems were settled locally by the population with
whieh one comes in contact, I would have less fear of the comse-
guences. But the matter is rather settled in the mass responses
to irrational considerations, end how is a small group like the
Nisei or the Japanese in America to combat the masses of a nation
with the limited tools available to them. Only a national campaign
of favorable newspaper publicity could do the trieck, but the news-
pepers of the nation are inclined to deal unfairly with this prob-
lem. Michi was reading the Chritiah Science Monitor today on an
artiele regarding the race riots in Detroit. The article was emi-
nenély fair in its treatment of the problem, showing how the ad-
verse living conditions and economic position of the Negro leads
to outbreaks of the kind. Of course, this fails to touch upon
all the organized anti-racial groups that promote these things,
but still the tendeney in such an article is favorable. DBut, as
Miehi points out, this article on the Negre is directly contrary
to the Monitor's policy of the present regarding the Japanese.

The paper gives full publicity to the views of the Dies Comm.
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i1t accepts the view of the Los Angeles writers that the Japanese

are dangerous regardless of their citizenship or training, and 1%
acoepts these views without for a moment questioning any contra=-

dietion that mygy exist in its sditorial poliey. It fails to see

that the racial question in America, and much more, is all a part
of a single major problem confront ing America today.

The difficulty for the resettlers is that the American pub=
1408 demends that we show qualities of eharacter superior to that
which they possesss. The public demands that we show more intel=-
ligence than itself in deciding on publle issues, (for example,
on the registration question), it demands that we should not vol-
untarily segregate among ourselves although we may have nothing in
our personal experiences %o aid us in so doing, and it demends
that we prove our loyalty by acts whieh the majority of Americane
are not called upon to enter upone. &1l this seems to have sooio-
logical significance in understand ing the problem of society today.
Tndividuals in modern civilization will demand of others virtues
and qualities that they themselves do not possess. They blame
others for shortcomings which they cannot see that they themselves
possess, llow does this coms about, and what is it that causes the
blindness to the contradiections?

I dwopped in to see Tom and Rose Okebe this evening. They
were resting after a day's work in the laboratory and factory.
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picnicking
were pielndedne, strolling around, lolling on the lawn, and sitting
around on the park benches feeding squirrells and birds. I couldn't
help but feel that most of the people turned to look at us, and it
seemd that some of them whispered to each other as they continued
to gaze in our direction. I wondered if they were making some
comments about Japs. During the course of our stroll, we ran into
at least four or five different groups of Nisei, JSome were In twos
and threes, but others were in groups as large as seven. There ws
nothing inappropiiate about them, certainly they were dressed bet-
ter than most of those in the park, yet I was conscious of thier
presence and secretly hoped that we wouldn't see too many of them
in the park.

We went back to Tom's place. The beach had seemed e=pecially
attractive to Tom and Tomi and they debated whether to go back thee
in their swimming suits, but they decided against it finally. We
had supper with them, and sat down for an evening's chat when Tom
and Rose Okabe came over. Our convershation somehow turned to the
life in the assembly and relocation centers where we were, and
for most of the evening we never departed from this subject. It
was dista ful to me somehow this evening, for I felt that I should
prefer to talk about something a little more elevating thah the
cramped lives we'd lived in the canters.

The discussion of the centers dwelt mostly on the hardships

d undergone and the personalities we'd known there. In part
was a contest to claim the greatest hardiahips, or to point out
r

L

elatively favorable experiences one kammihad had.
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since this was Sunday morning, Hdchi and I took thingss wathor
loigurclys Vo vead the Sunday papor for a vhilo, end thon I trorle
od on Yoshinari's case history, Thoro novor soems o be any ond
to the work that'e plled up,

4g we ato lunch, wo listondd to the Philharmonie Yrehestra,
doge Iturbl was conducting today, but lichi disliles him for the
mattor of fact way in vhich he intorprots his masle, Totd rronised
Tom and Tomi that we night go vut together nomewhore this aftope
noon 80 I callod thou, Thero was nothing spocial that oithor thoy
or wWo wanted to do, The afternoon was hot, and, in fact, the wisest
thing poemed to bo to ait at homo and remain eool, Dut liichl and
I joinod them with the thought that we night at least zo over &o

Tendd

the Sclence and Inddstry lusoum in Jackson Fari:,

i suppose what most young people want on their day off is
to do pomothing oxmelting and oxcoptlonnl, Thore ig that internal
rootlosonoss and desiro te be ocut doing somethine on a fiue day,
but vhon ono asks for suggostions of how to tale out that rontlonge
nosg, noono hag ony clear eut idea of vhat he wants to do, ™som
ur Lmodiateo perspeoctive, I suppose the rostricting factor scons
to Le the lack of funds with vhich %o do what ono wantao, Dut,
actually, the boredom must be intormel; I puspect thet if wo Imew
how G0 enjoy ocurselves, it could be duno at a miniwmmm cost, Iow
uycelf, citting end woading is as enjoyeblo as anything else, but
I don ¥ ouppose lichi would feel mch iike that on Sunday, I cup=
poce Moct liisel in Chicago today fools the want of somothing to do
on Sundays and weok ondsj or uno might say that most people in Chi-
ago fool that way, Uno usually onds up by going to a show,

Aftor gome discussion, I urged that we go to Jaskson Favlr to
go0 The muasewn, o0 Wwe wents Lt was warm inside, much move go than
I'd expoctod eongldoring the size of the building, Tom dddn't
goom vory keenly ingpired by the oxhibite, which hapven to be of
rathor high grado, but Toni and lidchi scemed fedrly well interostel
in oll tho sights, In part,; it may hove boen Tom's gelf conasiocupe
nega about bedng in a group of Niscl. After wandering around the
mgoun for about an hour, we wenit outside egein te look for an
ice crean wagon and cool curselves off, Vo wandered over to the
boagh, Vhat gtruck me was the mass of hunenity that was erowded
togother on tho narwvow strip of beach slong tho Lake Shore Upive,
Anothor thing, there was a romarkeble absonco of Hepgroos, slthough
thelr ropldential district is within walling disteonce from this
paricy 4 thought I saw one Negro swirmer; L wondered if thore wore
some informnl understanding by vhich liegroes are kopt off this boach,
Then I wondoved what the reception to lilsel on this beach would bo,
although I ggoumed that noone would ob Jects Tomi ond lldeohi vomaried
that thoy saw a Chinese lieing dowvm out thore, and I saw & ecoupls
of Pilipinos with o hite girl, A Nisei invarisbly notices Chincm
Filipinos and other Oriontels in a crowd ¢f that kind, BPut I was
elsc fupressod by the fact that nany of the Csusasians vresent wew
probably frou varied othnie backgrounds,

Vo wendered back through Jackson Park whore thousands of people
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This afternoon I went over to Kum Yoshinari's place hoping
+o find him in so that I might arrange an appointment for an in-
terview, but the fellow wasn't in., Neither were Bill Uyeda or
Art Tgkemoto, or rather their nemes weren't on the front plate
on their mail box. I saw half a dozen WNisei walking along 63rd
as I went from Maryland way over to Stony Island in the hope of
chasing down somebody who might be in, but no luck today.

The Hugheses invited us to their place this evening. Je got
there just about 8:00 p.m,, the appointed time, and were the first
of the company to arrive., Later the Lowes came in, then Burleigh
Gardner and his wife, and finally Feggy Fennigson, Iir. Lowe is
dwrking with Burleigh Gardner on the industrial personnel research,
formerly conducted by Elton Mayo and his gang at Western Electric.
T later learned that he had been with a broker's firm on Wall St.,
probably did_well at 1t while there for he seemed prosperous
enough, and I gathered that he became interested in this personnel
problem as something of an avocation., Dr. Helen Hughes's mother,
Judge MeGill of Vancouver, B, C., was also there., I had met her
previously at the LaViolettes and at a family conference in Seat-
tle, and althoush she seems o0ld and almost feeble, there was nohh-
jne feeble about her mind for she recalled with p@ircing clarity
all the incidents that had taken place on the occasions of our
previous meeting.

The evening was a pleasant one of informal chatting and asso-
ciation. Dr. Hughes brought out some old popular music of the
early 1830's that lMr., Lowe's grandmother had collected and bound,
end We all tried singing them with lfichi at the piamo. The rest
of the evening spent itself in groups of the company gathering
and circulating to talk about one thing after another, But the
main subject of conversation somehow seemed to revolve about the
guestion of race tensions, and although it may have been because
Gardner too is interested in the problem, I somehow couldn't get
over the feeling that our presence there somehow drew the conver-

asation in thet direction, :

T have always felt a bit self conscious whenever the subject
of the Japanese, either here or of the old world, was ever brought
up, but since the outbreak of war, T am especially sensitive to
such discussions in my presence., Of course, this applies only in
Caucasien company., The Japanese are a group about whom I may feel
myself something of an expert, at least in Caucasisn American com-
pany, and Japanese culture and society is one thing I can talk
about. But such discussions always directs too much attention
in my direction. I have frequently noticed that meny Nisei who
£ind themselves £rE much in Caucasian company have little to say
until the subject of the Jepanese is brought up, and then they
enter upon that discussion with &lmost a vengeance, The difficulty
of the Nisei in talking about anything in a strietly Caucasian-
American group is that people, in general, carry on their discus-
sions in terms of their life experiences, but the Niseil experiences
have been limited largely to the Nisei world of the West Coast.
Under the circusmtance, they are forged either to remain completely
cuiet or to talk about the Japaneijzf While others speak of their
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experiences in Ohio, Boston, Texas, etc., the Nisei are thrown
back to speeking of their very limited experiences in Seattle,
Portland, Sen Francisco, Los§ Angeles, Sacramento Valley, etc.,
The Nisei start with an initial disadvantage in conversing among
Caucasians.

I notice another thing of importance in the informal social
gatherings of Nisel as contrasted to those of Americans., Americans
enter into conversations and association with something of an
enthusiasm: they always have something important to say, at least
important enough for others to listen to. But the Nigei can sel-
dom find significant recollections to talk about. In part, this
impression may arise out of the fact that I have always associated
with a rather intelligent group of Caucasians, the academic circle
that develops its own pattern of talk, and the conversations of
other groups may be different. But my impression, apart from
this fect, is that the Nisei are poor conversationalists to begin
with. In Caucasian groups, they rather sit cuietly and politely
to listen to others, My feeling is that the chief difficulty of
the Nisei in being good wonversationalists is that their breadth
of experience is so limited that they are unable to fall into
just any conversation, and, furthermore, they lack mf the American
sense of humor and the narration of funny storjes.

This evening the conversation often turned in the direction
of the Japanese problem, I spent much of the time talking about
this with Gardner and Dr, Hughes, but after our conversation had
shifted in other directions, I would occasionally hear someone
on the other side of the room speak of the Japanese, and the
word would catch my ears instinetively, I noticed myself listen-
ing to others thsn my own group on more than onde occasion. Iirs.
MeGill, who knows meny Japanese in British Columbigp, was freguent-
ly bringing up the sujbect of the Japanese there Once, Burleigh
Garnder referred to the "Japs", and since he and his wife were the
only ones who used the term, I could feel a sense of hostility
rise in myself towards them. I'm sure they didn't know that they
caused eny adverse reaction in me, Yet, I was inclined to inter-
pret some of their remarks;—es;—for imnstenee;—when—in—speelins—of
as unfavorable to the Japanese. TFor instence, Gardner said, "In
talking to some of the employers in industries here, I've heard
them speak with great enthusiasm for the Japanese. When I hear
such remarks from them, I know that there's possible trouble
ahead, The Japanese are probably tryine to work harder than the
rest of the workers, and when you get that kind of attitude, it's
sooner or later going to create difficulties with the rest of the
workers." Gardner was right, and he probably had nothing deroga-
tory in mind against the Japanese, but I couldn't help feeling
a little skeptical of him,
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My sister, Nobu, who now works with her husband in Winnetka as
a domesticz, invited us up to their place today. It took two

hours by the North Shore train to reach their place from where

we live., DBoth Michi and I felt our spirits rise as we left the
dirtiness of the city behind and came out into the pleasantness
qg,the buburbs.

//// Whenever I am among strangers, I am more or less strongly

conscious of my Self, In a Caucasian world, I am aware that I

am Japanese in features, of inferior status in the eyes of middle
class Americans, probably, and a possible object of resentment
and hostility in the present atmosphere of war hatreds. I suspect
there is always a basic anxiety that someone will say something
or do something that indicates their desire to discriminate, re-
ject, and exclude me. This self consciousness is not present

so much when I am dén the crowded streets downtown, or even in our
63rd St. distriet, but in a place like Winnetka, I feel almost

as conspicuous as if I were walking around in a bathrobe. I am
overly conscious of what others may be thinking of me, and too
much prepared for affront and attack on my person.,

When we reached Winn%gka, there were a girl, another couple,
and ourselves waiting for Taxis. Two cabs came along, and the
guestion arose of who was to teke which cab, The Caucasians and
we arrived off the train together, so there was no question of
order of service, We made no move, and the others seemed hesitant.
The cabman finally decided that, by our respective addresses, the
other two should go together while we took = single cab to our-
selves, I wondered for the space of a moment whether the decision
to place all the Caucasians together had been based on their pos-
gible dislike of having to take the same cab with an Oriental, but
I dismissed the thought,

The Bridges home where Nobu and Kaez work is a very attractive
place ($65,000), and I assume that in the economic scele they ape
pretty close to the upper-upper of Chicezo 2nd this distriect. MNr.
Bridges is the Pres. of the Hydrox Ice Cream Co,, the largest ice
cream outfit in Chicago and a subsidiary of the National Dairy
Agsoc, which has Kraft Cheese, Bordens, etec, as members., Their
home reflects their position. -

Nobu and Kaz have a large room in the northwest corner of the
residence, and although the furnishings in it ame not as elaborate
as in the others, the room is light and airy and spaciousiienough
to be very attractive. 1In fact, it is much better than the guest
room from the standpoint of spaciousness and lightness, although
the adopted daughter is now living in the former room. Michi and
I felt that compared to the place we have, the domestic position
which Nobu and Kaz holds and permits them to live under such cir-
cumstances offers considerasble advantages.

lloreover, the food in this house is more than adequate and
it's excellent in these days of rationing. Their basement was fill-
ed with canned stuff, refrigerated meats, butter, chees, ice cream,
etc., and there was certainly no evidence of want in this home.
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Whatever a Bolshevik like Naj might say of this mode of lviing,
there is undeniably something attractive about having enough so

that there's no anxieties on the score of security. And the people
are kind enough, especially in the case of lMrs. Bridges. She wanted
Nobu to be sure and serve our dinner in their morning room, a kind
of enlarged breakfast room. They provided all the food for us,
chicken, salad, dessert, etc. In fact, Mrs. Bridges bought special
desserts of cakes and pies when she heard that we were coming., It's
good to be in a home where there's no scrimping, and it's good

that the Bridges are thoughtful people who are considerate towards
their help.

On the other hand, I couldn't help feeling that a domestilcs
position with the lewer status that goes with it has its disadvan-
tages. The Bridges and their adopted daughter returned from the
dinner, which they had out, and spent their afternoon in the living
room. Kaz, in his Japanese way, wanted us to go and pay our respects
to them, although Michi and I were introdueed when they first ar-
rived back and came in through the garage door by the kitchen. I
suppose in way I expected that we would be asked to sit down and
chat with them---which shows my ignorance of the status of domestics
and their relatives---, and when we just stood there awkwardly ex-
changing pleasant®ies, I thought, "Lets get this business over with
and get the hell out of here." | suppose they felt mwkward too, as
if spectators were coming in to view the Bridges famlly at home on
a Sunday afternoon, but what the Hell.

We spent the afternoon just sitting around their room chatting
asbout this thing and that. The Winnetka and Evanston News carried
numerous ads of help wanted, and we went through them to see which
ones May and mother might apply for. Despite the inferlor status
of a domestic, there are advantages for May and mother Iin taking
a job like this at which they may be able to save fifty dollars or
more a month. Mother would be out of the dirtjmess and crowdedness
of the eity, too. HNobu reported of an interesting opening for a
beauty shop operator in Evanston. It seems that the shop which
Mrs. Bridges patronizes is run by a woman (of foreign accent) who
is so busy she is turning away volumes of business, yet she hates
to see all this business slip by. The manager has requyested help
from the U.S.E.S., but every worker that the Employment Service has
sent has been sloppy, dirty, and unreliable in her work. Since this
shop is patronized by a "high" class of people, as are most ghops
in Evanston, the manager hasn't been gble to find the kind of
worker she desires through the agency.

The last time Mrs. Bridges went to get her hair fixed, she
told this manager of the domestic help she had gotten from among
evacuees, and Mrs. B. apparently praised Nobu and Kaz for their
neatness and hard working hebits. The manager then phoned Nobu to
ask if she knew of any Nisei who would be able to do work in her
shop, and when Nobu told the manager of Alice Mukai, who's now in
Tule Lake, the manager took Nobu's word for it that she was capable
and wanted her out immediately. She offered $27 a month, a bonus
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of fifty persent rake-off on every customer beyond a certain point,
and all the tips of which there is apparently plenty. A girl could
thus make well over fne hundred fifty a month. The manager declares
that wages are not a consideration with her, she'll pay and pay
well for an efficient girl. The manager has since phoned %o ask
again how soon Alice Mukai can be had.

After the Negro help that the Bridges have had, Nobu and Kaz
it seems are turning out favorably in the eyes of the employers.
They seem well pleased with them. Of course, the level of intel-
ligence which the Japanese can offer as domestics is pretty high.
They come from & background of very strong family and community
organization, something which most Negroes of this area probably
had not had the advantage of, and the Japanese gvacuees who are
taking positions as domestics now are often those who have managed
enterprises and homes of their own before coming out here. The
complaints concerning the former workers is that they were lez
only doing as much as they could get away with. lNoreover, it seems
that they weren't particularly tidy, and Nobu declares that theilr
nice tile bathroom had dirty splatters all over it when they came
in which she's still unable to get off the walls. Whatever are the
actual facts concerning the former help, these stories tend to build
a picture of prejudice against the Negroes for they fail to take
account of the conditions that gave rise to any such characteristics
in these individual instentes of Negroes and generalizes about the
whole race. There are going to develop definite prejudices among

the resettlers concerning all kinds of groups that they come in
contacts with here in Chicago. ]

After a light supper, Kaz and Nobu drove us to the station
in the Bridge's car. It's a beautiful Cadillac, very high ciass,
but I should have almost preferred riding in something less osten-
tations. That sort of thing isn't for me. MNrs. Brldges is apparent-
ly very thoughtful; she left a note suggesting that Kaz drive us
to the station.

The train on the way back was full of people, and it was so
crowded that we had to stand practically all the way. It must have
been close to midnight when we got home. It was a pleasant day,
but the trip takes almost two hours from where we live and it's:
much too tiring to take on any pretense.
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Since this was Bunday morning, Michi and I took things rather
leisurely. We read the Sunday paper for a while, and then I worlk-
ed on Yoshinari's case hlﬂtory. There never seems to be any end
to the work that's piled up.

As we ate lunch, we listensd to the Philharmonic Urchestra,

Jose Iturbi was conducting today, but Michi dislikes him for the
matter of fact way in which he interprets his music. We'd promised
Tom and Tomi that we might go out together somewhere this after-
noon so I called themn. The“e was nothlﬂﬂ sppc1al that either they
or we wanted to do. The afternoon was ho and, 1n fact, the wisest
thing seemed to be to sit at home and remnwn coo7 But mlchl and

30ﬂ1eq them with the Lhou"hp tﬂQu we might at least go over to
the Scilence and Inddstry Museum in Jackson Park.

I suppose what most young people want on their day off is
to do something exciting and exceptional. There is that internal
estlessness and desire to be out doing gOMEb”lnﬁ on a fine day,
but when one asks for suggestions of how to take out that restless-
ness, noone has any clear cut idea of what he wants to do. From
our immediate perspective, I suppose the restri cting factor seems
to be the lack of funds:with which to do what one wants, But,
actually, the boredom must be internal; I suspect that if we knew
how to enjoy ourselves, it could be done at 2 minimm cos t. For
myself, :itting and reading is as enjoyable as anything else, but
don t ippose Michi would el much like that on LGday. % sup-
I Chicugo toda want of something to do
that most people in Chi-
¥y going to show.
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Michi and I were still up in the air regarding the Hughes's
proposition that we take over their place for about two months,
The thing that set off the discussion again this morning was a
letter from Shig declaring that he would arrive tomorrow from Mini-
doka, This notice came pretty much as a surprise, though I'd been
expecting my brother-in-law sometime in the near future, but I'd
assumed that there would be some correspondence sbout the matter
with a fairly definite date of departure set before he left Mini-
doka. However, the letter declared that he'd leave the project
on Sahdrday mppning, drop in on Boulder for a visit with Fumiko
(my sister-in-law who 1s now teaching Japanese there),anqarrive
here tomorrow morning.

Michl 1is perhaps more strongly in favor of taking the Hughes
place than T am. If Shig comes out, she says, then a large place
where he could be put up right with us would be = savings. DMNore-
over, in the morning mail, we also received a letter from May and
mother declaring that Tule Lake has been specifically selected as
the segregation point, and she added that if they are to relocate
in consequence, she'd as soon make a single move out than to go
to another relocation center before coming out. I quite agree with
May. But if they come out soon, that means we should have some
place for them too. Michi feels that the Hughes's place has enough
bedrooms for all of us, and it would be s savings if they could
all stop with us instead of going to hotels or otherwise before
they find permanent quarters.

that make the
the piano that Michi has been
re there then Michi wouldn't have
to look for another place at which to practice. Furthermore, they'd
make the rent only $30 a month for us, plus light and gas On
the other hand, the moving would cost something since we've got
a lot of junk piled up in our room now. But the key difficulty
that L foresee is that we would have to vacate on a particular
date, that 1s, just before the Hughes's return from theirp summer
home. That means that if we find something before then, we can't
take the apartment, and if we don't find anything before, we'll
have to take anything we ¢an find at the time we vacate. If the
offer were for us to stay in their home for five or six months,
I'm sure I'd feel inclined to accept lmmediately, but six Week#to
two months is hardly much of a stay to make it worth the trouble
the chances we'd take,
It's pretty certain that we're going to have to move out of
e. Michi must have a Piano in the home to practice on.
too inconvenient to borrow someone elses all the time. Pianos
can be rented for about $5 a month, I understand, if we don't ask
for too much, and that would be sufficient to make Michi happy.
She feels that the only way a person can really get anything done
is to have the instrument at hand where she can sit down to prac-
tice any time there's a spare moment or twe. We'll have to find

L
L L




Miyamoto Journal
July 26, 1943

an apartment large enough for at least three of us, Shig, Michi and
me, and this assumes too that Mother and May will be n01ng some-
where into some home as domesties. I hate the idea of mother beling
tied down to some home, but it would be the best arrangement from
the standpoint of giving them secukity and a possiblity of saving
something before the war's over.

These and other thoughts kept running through my head all
morning, and although I was concentrating on my work at the office,
1 neverthe®ess felt an inner tension and disturbance that kept me
in a state of restlessness I know the Hugheses would kike to
have us take their place for the period, and I'd like to oblige
them, but there are too many risks involved in being tidd down to
a single DWaco for a snb01¢1ﬂ€ period. 1n our present place, we
can give the laddlady a week's notice and clear out. Of course,
there's a certain obligation WLth the landlady too. She's been
very good to us---she's the kind of woman who would throw out any
one who complained about living with Japs and retain us by prefer-
ence, and one doesn't run across people like that every day. It
makes it a little difficult to tell her that we're just walking out
on her too.

The problem kept worrying me all @QV I'd promlised to g
some thought tom the question before I hurriedly left Michi

morning, but I couldn't arrive at any clear cut decision.

ive
his

In the afternoon, I met lMichi downtown about three o'clock.
She wants to buy a birthday gift for me, and, as she says, "It's
e little funny fov me to drag you downtown to choose your own
present, but we're not young any longer Mnd it's better that you
get something you really want and can use.” We loohed at some
wooden filing cabinets at Horder's, and I felt that would be an
ideal gift, expept that these filing cabin¥%ets are such large
effairs, and considering the transient state of our lives, I felt
we shouldn't burden ourselves with too many large articles of
furniture. The other choices are a book shelf, or a leather brief
case.

These days I'm afraid to buy anything. For one thing, we.
should save. But anything we buy is an added burden in any later
moves that we make, and there are bound to be a lot of them. It'll

ost money to move any 11?39 articles like a filing cabinet, al-

though it would certainly add to one'ssefficiency of work to have
such a thing around the home. If and when we settle down, then
we'll fix things up right. Michi and I often talk of what we're
going to do when things settle down so that we can have a home of
our own where we know we'll remain for at least a few years, or
even a year, 1 don't even know how soon I'm to be drafted. The
general drift seemsg to be in the direction of drafting all Nisei
of eligible age. In many ways, I'1l be glad when that day comes,
for it will clear my mind of all the immediate uncertainties.

]
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I couldn't decide on anything specific for a gift so we let
the matter go for today. Michi bought a lot of children's books
for Bea Higman's child---she was the one who arranged a subscrip-
tion to the Christian Science Monitor for us while we wers in the
center---and for Helen Erickson who came to visif us befoee we
were evacuated,

In the evening, a telegram arrived saying that Shig would
arrive on the 10:40 streamliner from Denver. Michi no doubt was
happy to know that her brother was coming. She immediately start-
ed cleaning house in preparation for his arrival remarking as she
did so that we'd never have our house cleaned if our relatives didn't
turn up now and then. That's the truth. We went over all the rooms
putting them pretty much in ship shape. She even wanted to scrub
the kitchen floow but I dissuaded her since she'd worked hard enough.
I'm constantly surprised her housekeeping instinct, for she
surely didn't have it at me we were married, but she'sgpretty
much like her mother in a hese things. Michi doesn't keep an
immaculate house, but wha oes she accomplishes with care for
the most minute details,

+f Michi had a good piano in the home and a few intelligent

s to teach, and if I had just my work to be concerned about
good books to study, I suppose our life would be as happy

d want it. 1 hope that some day we can get all that straight-

out. For the present, I suppose we shall have to make the

of our situation, and just dream about the time when we may
an ldeal condition in the home.
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According to his wire of yesterday, Shig was to arrive this
morning on the streamliner from Denver, the same one we came in on,
so we got down to the Northwestern Station by 10:30, An issei
man came up to us at the gate as if we were the ones whom he was
expecting in on some train, but he turned away when he recognized
his error. There was one other nisei chap waiting around the sta-
tion, ©Shig came in all right, bronzed 25 an Indian Brom his work
out on the ferm during the past month, Since he had only one bag,
we took the El, back home to save the extra fare.

ohig had a lot to tell us of the folks and the conditions in

Minidoka. He stopped off to see Fumiko, his oldest sister, in
Boulder where she is now teaching, IHe says that she seemed aquite
happy with her situation after a week of residence there, and is
enjoying her work although it takes a lot of time, Fumiko stopped
at & hotel for a while, but she has now moved into a sorority house,
something which she had always wanted to experience, In Shig's
opinion, the evacuation has had its hardships and heartaches, but
for Mumiko it has led to the best experiences of her life. Back in
Seattle, Fuch was restless and dissstisfied with what she was doing,
She's an extremely active girl, full of energy and interest in life,
and elthough she was teaching violin to some of the Japanese pupils
there, she never had the opportunity to utilize all her capabilities.
At Minidoka, however, she was given a position as the msnager of

a lot of girls in the Clothing Grant Office, and she appzrently made
an aexcellent administrator of the office, 5She was certainly as hap-
py there as I'd ever seen her, Now, she is teaching Japanese
which also means studying the language, but she enjoys studying about
as much as anything. Fuch likes to read books, she has a natural
aptitude for mathematics, and has a wonderful memory as well as a
very aquick mind, DBoulder is offering her all the outlets that she's
heretofore been unable to realize,

Shig feels that his mother end father, althouzh they are now
left to themselves and therefore may be a little lonesome, should
get along all right despite the fact that their children have all
left them for the first time in their lives, Nother will now have
only dad's clothes to wash and iron, and will have time to knit and
crochet, or do other things, which she has been anxious to do for
some time,

We arrived home and offered Shig the alternative of sageeping
on the back porch on the extra bed which we have, or of takingz the
extra front room that is open on this floor of our apartment, The
latter cotigs $4.50 a week. Shig decided in favor of sleeping on
our extra bed since this will enable him to save more. He's oquite
concerned not to run up his expenses during the first weeks, elétheuwsir

and T consider that an excellent idea, Ve sat around cooling off,
and talking of this and that while Michi prepared lunch for us.

He experienced nothing unpleasant on the trip from liinidoka.
He took the coach from Shoshone to Denver, and found it most un-
combortable and as dirty as any train could be. In consequence,
he decided on the streamliner from Denver, and although it cost him
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$45,00 including an upper birth, he felt the price worth it con-
gsidering the comfort of the travel.

The news that irritates me most is that Iiinidoka, and probably
all the other centers, is becoming increasingly unbearable as a
place to live, The attitude of the WRA is apparently that it is
wobth it to cut down on the cost of living at the centers éven at
the price of antagonizing the people if this method will succeed
in forcing people to relocate. ZTor one thing, the administration
at IMinidoka has throwm a large number of people out of work by de-
claring that only one person out of a single family may be on the
project pay rodl, In firing workers, mistakes were made and some
families had all their workers fired. Furthermore, they are cutting
down on food expenses, and during the past month or so they've had
an unusual ration of katsuo (bonita fish) which the issei may like
but the nisei certainly do not find appetizing in large cuantitifes.
Finally, if the people complain of the conditions in the center,
the attitude that Stafford takes is the "tough man" act of saying,
"If you don't like the conditions here, you know what you can do.
You can get out; the gates are wide open." This is roughly what he
says, according to Shig,

1 doubt that this attitude is either justifiedle or likely to
solve the problem, In the case of the ndsei, there may be some jus-
tification for sending them out before the end of the war, although
as long as the WRA is unable to find them decent jobs on the outside
I don't see the grounds for taking a tough attitude towards the ni-
sei. But in the case of the issei, I doubt that there's any justi-
fication. After all, the issei are much too old to start 1life over
again, They've always lived in a Japanese community with the meed
of protection whiech such communities of offered them, and their
economy was based on practices which they developed over a long
period of years. INow to throw them out into strange American COUsa inat
munities where no Japanese commmity solidarity exists to reinfor%e}n
their insecurities and where they will find it difficult to make
any kind of favorable economic adjustment is undeniably unjust.

The likelihood is that if the poliey is pursued to its logical con-
glasion, it will create another pariah group of those who can neither
be adequately assimilated into American society nor for whom there
can Fe found an adequate place in American society. However, to let
the Japanese remain in the centers doesn't solve the problem either,
for some disposition of them must be made by the end of the war, but

that's the paradox which the evacuation has created. It has de=-
stroyed the organic place of the Japanese in America, and now it is
so late in the lives of issei that it's almost impossible to make
any further place for them,

Shig mentioned that Mr, Tastumé was concerned about my relations
with Dr, Steiner. I haven't written to Dr. Steiner for a long time,
but I know what's troubling him about me. For one thing, he is
probably irritated over the fact that I didn't take his advice to
voluntarily evacuate to the outside before the evacuation took place.
I suppose my decision against it was, in a sense, flaunting my in-
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Last night Shig and I discussed the desirability of getting
down to the WRA office emrly enough in the morning to avoid the
late morning and afternoon rush in that office. However, this morn-
ing Shig seemed pretty tired from the travelling sinece he continued
to sleep beyond the appointed time so I let him rest and went to
the office instead.

L Louise arrived and told us of the housing problem encountered
by two girls, a story she had heard from Dr. Tashirec. A woman named
Mrs. Lemon, who 1s said to work for the Greyhoudd Bus Co., sub-leased
some rooms to two Nisei girls, one of whom is a pianist training
under Rudolph Ganz by the mame of Miyasmoto. As Tashiro told it,
the woman apparently had been going through the girls's mail, and
she read something in them that infuriated her. On the Monday
night of July 19 she accosted the girls, and told them to get out.
One version of the story is that the girls refused declaring thet
they are American citizens with the right to live as any other ci-
tizens. Thereupon, Mrs. Lemon slapped them, kicked them, called
them names, and forced them out of their rooms at midnight and
locked the door on them.

Miss Miyamoto, who was scheduled to give a program with another
girl who is a vidlinist, found that she could not give the.pro-
gram on the appointed date because she couldn't get at her clothes.
No information was of fered as to where the girls went for the night.
In any case, they went to Dr. Tashiro for advice, and he called a
police officer who is his friend and told him of the trouble. The
officer went with the girls to find out about the trouble, and
since he didn't have much time to decide the case nor to trouble
about it, suggested that the girls move out. He also told the
women that she had better unlock the door for the girls to permit
them to get their clothes and equipment. They moved out on the
following Monday 4mrd is now stopping with a friend until they can
find something else.

2 The thought that irritated me, and the rest of us I assume,
was that the woman had the nerve to go through the girls's mail.
This is ordinarily a federal of fense, and still is, but I suppose
this brand of American would fegl entirely justified in intercept-
ing the mail of evacuees in the hope of finding something to turn
into the F.B.I.

We were expecting Prof. Lundberg today since he wrote tha t
he might stop in at our office on his way out to the West Coast.
I wanted to meet Lundberg, but since I promised Shig that I would
go downtown to the WRA office with him, I asked Tom to take over
the job of entertaining the gentleman. As it later turned out,
Lundberg didn't show up after all al though Tom was around the of-
fice all afternoon. ‘

Shig and 1 started downtown to take care of the various busi -
ness that requires clearing up on arrival. He was to wire to
his mother and dad of his arrival immediately upon setting foot
here, but he forgot about it yesterday. So today even before we
took the El. to go downtown, we stopped at 63rd at a Western Union
Station and wrote out the telegram, "Arrived safely yesterday.
Staying with Miyamotos. Everything Okay." I'm sure mother and dad
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will be glad to get word from Shig. They're alone now in Minidoka;
it's the first time in years and years that all their chéldren have
been away from them. When I took Michi with me to Tule Lake, I
suppose that was quite a blow to Mrs. Morita---she showed it al-
though she was brave---and to Mr, Morita although he hardly ex-
pressed any feeling about it. It was the first time Michi was
away from them in all her life, except for the brief period that
her mother was visiting in Japan several years ago, and she was
her father's favorite child on top of it. Then about two weeks
ago, Fumiko finally got the wire from Boulder telling her to come
on for the teaching job there. A week later, or less, Shig left

to come here. Now they're all by themselves, and I cean imagine
that they're pretty lonesome after all these years of constantly
living together. The Moritas are a close knit family, more so
than even most Japanese families, and the shock of having all the
children leave at once must be rather severe. However, Fumiko
wrote in her letter after arrival at Boulder that her mother didn't

even c¢ry when Fuch left.

Michi instructed me to phone our regrets to Mrs. Hughes about
not being able to take their place. It's too much trouble to move
in only for six weeks or so; it upsets my work, and isn't worth the
trouble considering the brevity of time we'll be there. Of course,
there would be advantages in having a piano at hand for Michi,
but we're planning to move into a larger place anyway, and it would
be better if we took our time looking for that than to be rushed

into a new place at the end our term at the Hugheses. Mrs, Hughes
had been quite anxious to have us over at their place, but today
when I told her our final decision, she was understanding about
it. It seems she doesn't intend to hunt further for someone to
stay in the home, although she said that if we heard of anyone
wanting a pdace for a short while among the evacuees to let her
know.

: As we walked into the Security Buildingand approached the
hallway leading to the WRA office, we ran into Cal Sakamoto at

the top of the stairs. Cal. was at Tule Lake and that's where

I got to know him. He's a tall, nice looking fellow with a

ready smile. He's no intellect and sometimes shoots off his opin-

ions openly without giving thorough consideration to what he's say-
ing, but he's a good fellow in eny case. Today he had a long tale

of woe to give us about his job hunting experiences, although one

couldn't notice any depression in his spirits over it. He seemed

bhkbling over as much as usual.

"How are you," said Calvin, ao I explained that I was getting
along and then inquired what he was doing and where he was staying.
"I'm not doing anything," he went on, "except to stick around this
office and loock for a job. Just now I'm léxing north of town up
near the Edgewater Beach Hotel, Frank Nakamura's wife's brother
and Frank Tsukameto had an apartment up there, but Frank (Tsukamoto)
went out on a recruiting job for Edgewater Beach Hotel and he told
me to use his apartment until I found something for myself., Frank
said that the place was paid for until August 5th, and there would
be an extra place there agwy anyway while he's out at Tule Lake
getting men for the Hotel, so I took him up on it. At least it
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helps to save expense and the pennies mount up you know."

"I've bemn all over town hunting for a job and haven't landed
anything yet although I've been looking for five weeks now. I
got into Chicago the latter part of June. I've had some experience
in mechanies work so I thought I'd get into some defense work. I
went around to all the big companies like G.E., International
Harvesters, and so on, but those big outfits won't even look at
us. A friend of mine and I thought we'd try to go in together and
we've hunting around. He's got his tools with him, and he's had
a little more experience and training than I---oh, yeah, he's a
better mechanie than I am---but I thought we could find sore thing
that would pay about a $1.00 or {1.25 an hour. I've gone all over
the city, but they all give you the seame 0ld brush off. This friend
of mine has a job now and he's getting #1.02 an hour. That's all
right. He happened to have some extra money he coudd spend so
he bought himself about $100 worth of tools, but I haven't got that
much to spend on tools and I'm waiting for mine to come out. I sent
for it back home, but it hasn't come yet, and I just wired far the
tools today. I hope I get themsoon."

"One place we went to, we talked to everybody in the place
and finally got up to the presédent of the company. He was a pretty
good guy and after talking to us for a while he seemd to 1like us
all right. Finally he said he'd talk to the personnel man in his
office and see what they could line up for us. He took us to the
personnel man, and they took our application and told us to call
back on it. Well, the personnel man apparently didn't like the
idea of hiring us, probably thought it might not go over so well
with the other workers, and they gave us the brush off.™1I guess
it's pretty bad when not even the president of the company can
do anything for us because the personnel man doesn't like the idea
of hiring us."

"Another place we went to, we talked to the department super-
intendant and the fellow seemed to like us all right. After talk-
ing to us for a while he told us to come to work on Monday morning.
Gee, we were happy, we thought we'd finally landed something. So
Monday morning we went to work bright and early, and then who should
come up to us but the general manager. He greets us, "Hello, boys,"
and then he starts in explaining to us how the workers whom he
thought would be quitting had decided to stay on their jobs so thsat
they wouldn't be needing us anymore. With that, he just turns and
walks off. Gee, we were mad. Hell, we get hired, and then we're
fired even before we start work."

"Mr., Shirrell was telling me that I and another fellow, Cajrlie
Kikuchi, are the only ones who have received clearance from the joint
hearing board in this area so far. I thought with the clearance
I might get somewhere in find ing a job, but it hasn't made a dign
bit of difference. You can't get a defense job without clearance
from the joint hearing board, and you can't get a2 jjob with the
clearance. Vhat's a guy to do2 I've been hounding the old man
(Mr. Shirrell) eger since I got here. I kid around with him, and
tell him what I think now end then. I tell him, how about getting
me something in defense work now that I've got my clearance, and
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he just tells me that one clearance is only a drop in the bucket,
that there's hundreds of other guys that are waiting for their
clearance. He wants me to go into farming at $70 a month. Hell,
if I were going into farming, I'd have stayed right back the re in
camp. We've got a farm out on the coast, and we can make a living
off of it. You know, when I was still in camp, my friend and I
heard of some jobs up at Medford (Oregon) that was paying $1.50
ean hour for semi-skilled mechanies work. Of course, we couldn't
§et to Medford, but we figured we'd be able to get at least a
#1220 or $1.25 an hour on a job out here. We wrote to Shirrell
asking about it, and he wrote right back saying, "Come on out."
He felt sure they'd be able to find something for us. Well, we
thought that was pretty good, so we packed right up and came out
here. But the WRA hasn't be able to help us a damned bit. The
Jobs they get you pay only about 55 or 65¢ an hour. If I'd known
that I'd never have come out. I'd have stayed right there in
camp and go back to the farm when they'd left us."

"Right now we've got something lined up at the International
Harvester Co. that we think may work out all right. We've been
seeing everybody in that place, and they finally agreed to let us
know in a few days what their decision on the matter is. If we
can get a job there, I'll be able to get about %1.20 an hour and
my friend will get about $1226 an hour, with a chance for advance-
ment. The International Harvesters are a big outfit and if we
can crack that place, maybe it'll lead to other openéngs for Nisei.,
I'm just hoping they come tkrough. Everyone was nice to us."

"I've been going to about two places a day. We've tried every-
thing from all the big outfits to the small factories, but it doesn't
make any difference. They're not interested in taking us. Well,
I've got to be running along. See you againy" and with these re-
marks Cal took his departure.

Shig and I went into the WRA office. Cal's was the first case
of exceptional difficulty in finding a position that I'd heard of
and I was impressed by the barriers that stands in the way of the
resettler in finding enything decmnt. Of course, if Cal were will-
ing to take anything, he could probably have & job this afternoon,
but he's trying to get into semi-skilled work with pay comparable
to that type of work, and thet's a different proposition. gShig,
too, I suppose was impressed with the problems confronting him
in finding anything along the line of accounting.

A lot of my friends were in the outer waiting room as I walked
in. Ted and Alice Watanabe were sétting there, whd when they came
out after seeing Shirrell, we promised to see each other later in
the evening. Henry Takeda, who was a lawyer in Searamento and at
Tule, said to be a very brilliant student in his recent law school
days, was sitting there and greeted me. I had scarcely known him
in Tule Lake, but today we were like old friends. I noticed that
the Italian-looking Caucasian girl who was previously the recep-
tionist was no longer anywhere around the office. She struck me
then as being a bit uppity, and I wondered if she quit the job
hecause whe couldn't stand the daily and constant contact with

Japanese,
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As I talked to Henry Takeda, ,
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"It's getting tougher for the Nisei to get into Civil Service
and federal agencies ever since the Dies Committee Hearings. All
the agitation against the Japanese mekes the public cautious about
hiring any evacuees, bombbodv in the hischer governmental offices
should come out with a stetement for the evacuees, someone like
President Roosevelt, I went to the WRA office in Cleveland several
times in the hope of finding sometnlnr throuah them, but they couldn't
help me. They're all right, but they aren't in a p031t10n to help.
This office (1ndlcaf1nﬂ fhe Chicago WQA) is the same way. There are
more hebpers here, its a bigger office and busier, but there probably
aren't more then a couple of people here who are canable of doing
their work, / Anyway, Mr, Shirrell doesn't have the power to do much
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for the evanuees., His hends are tied."”

Al

¥

"The people in Cleveland are very kind. The apartment where
we live, the landlady has been extremely kind and we've made a lot
of other friends there. I'd like to find something there and stay
in that city, but if I can't find anything we'll have to move out.
The man living in the apartment below us, for example, doesn't want
us to leave, and when he heard that I was having a hard time finding
something, he offered to go to his boss and speak to him about giving
me a job, He's working in some kind of defense plant. I don't know
if anything came of it, I haven't heard yet. Iy wife is there now."”

"If the Nisei are given a chance, I think most Caucasians would
get to like us., I think they'd find that we're good efficient work-

-’//’//§383 and they'd find us easy to get along with,"

Just then a man whom 1've seen around Chicago, & short Issei-ish
sort of fellow, ceame in and Henry went off with him, He told me as
he went out that he was staying with this fellow whose name is Naka-
mura., 1 couldn't help feeling that Henry was pretty worried about
hig situation, I leter learned that his wife was not well, and that
he'd like to be in Chicago where he'd be near a doctor that he could
get help from like Dr, Baba,

Shiz went in to see lir, Daugherty. 1In the meantime, lIr. Shir-
rell came by and stopped to talk to me., As is his habit now, he un-
loads his worries upon those whom he knows. Said he, "How's the work
going? Do hear from the Thomases; are they coming out this way again
soon? Your associste, Kikuchi, was in to see me a little while ago.
He was telling me sbout the housing problems he's heard about. The
trouble is a lot of these young girls don't realize that they've got
to wateh their steps if they're not zoing to get put out of their
homes. Some of them have large groups of fellows all the time, or
invite a lot of their friends to their place., If they're noisy
until late at night, people are going to object; it doesn't matter
whether they're Caucasians, or Japanese, or what. Some of these
girls are inviting fellows up to their bedrooms, and it's not sur-
prising that people objecet to that sort of thing. They don't seem
to know any better than that. It's the result of their life in the
centers where they didn't have anyplace other than their one room
in which to entertain, but theyv've got to learn better here. (I
objected that there were other instances of clear-cut discrimination

in these cases.) Oh, I'm not trying to rationalize our position.

"iJe've been having a lot of trouble with these fellows who stay
on a job for a few weeks and then ocuit without even telling their
emplovers about it, We find a job for them, and then' just as we
think we've got them settled, the employers calls us to say that the
boy just dropped out v:fhout even telling him about it. VWe're get-
ting & terrible reputation for sending out these"six-weeks Japs".
That's what a lot of employers are calling them, It's fellows like
that one there (Shirrell indicated a young fellow with a Filipino
haircut who was sittingz there filling out a form) who's causing us
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all our headaches. And there's that other yvoung fellow (he indi-
cated another of the same variety who was sitting at the far end
filling in some other forms). He's been here in Chicago for over

e month and he hasn't moved a finéer to find eny employment. This

is the first time he's been in our office since he first arrived here.
(Shaking his head) I don't know what we're going to do with them.

The trouble with them is that they go in gangs. One fellow in the
gang decide@ to ouit his job and change over to something else, and
he takes the whole gang with him. They don't even realize that they
have to et their releases before they cen oquit."

"The trouble with these kids is thet they've never learned to
take responsibilities. Thef're folks have always made the import-
ant decisions for them; they're just immature.”

(I mentioned to lir, Shirrell that Shig was looking for a job
as an accountant,) "Have him write to Kendall Smith, Kendall's
lined up some accountant's offers up there. He found a job for
one girl that's paying her $37/50 a week. I think that's a pretty
good job, Of course, when you speak of accounting, more often it's
just bookkeeping, but accounting jobs are pretty hard to find now,.

lr, Shireell went off, and Shiz came along about then. He had
one application blank for a position with Seidmen and Seidman, a
company here that wants an accountdnt who will go around on out-of-
town jobs. ©Shigz wasn't usre that he wanted an out-of-town job, or
one that required travelling out of the city. He had also heard of
the Hockford jobs that Mr, Smith had lined up, but he wasn't sure
he wanted to go out of town. However, he felt himself open to sug-
gestions,” e walked over to the station %o pick up Shig's baggage.
We caught a taxi snd got everything on easily enough., The cab driver
was a friendly fellow and started talking to us after 1I'd made the
initial approach,

Said the cab driver: "There are quite a few of you fellows
coming in now aren't there. I've driven some fellows up to W, Van
Buren out on the West Side. (Bretheren's Hostel) We've got six of
vomr boys working at our shop (the cab repair shop on the Vest Side).
There's one boy there, Willie, who's really & whiz. Ve drive up,
tell him the shanks on the spring need tightening up, or ask him to
do somethinz else for the car, and he's got it done just like that.
Willie's all right. He does a neat job on anything we ask him for,

I just drive up and say to him 'Willie, how about touching up the
carburetor a little?' Willie just hops to it and in no time he gets
the thing fixed just risght. The other boys are all right too. There
was one young fellow who came in and got a job, but you could tell

he didn't know anything, But we kid em along. C6h, those boys are
getting along all right out there."

The cab man went on to relate his social and political phiko-
sophy, and we left him in very good humor at the end of the drive.

It‘was enly a Tfew minutes after we returned home that Ted and
Alice Vatanabe came up. I had thoucht that Alice would drop in alone
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