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Aftermath of picnic I awoke this morning about 8:00 a.m. ra ther 
sore all over from the outing at Jackson Park yesterday. It w as 
fun playing ball ana treasure hunting with the profs and stud ent 
of the Soc. department, but the sore muscles this morning ind i-
cate how badly out of condition I now am. 

Charlie 1s problems Charlie arrived shortly after I reached the 
office. He seemed obviously concerned about some problem, and 
though it was a personal matter that most immediately conc erned 
him, he opened the discussion by referring to the general t en-
dencies toward the development of a Nisei society/ Charli e can 
understand but can Tt appreciate the Nisei desire to seek out their 
own kind. As it seems to him, they should make everyeffort t o 
break away from the viscious circle of all-Nisei activity t hat 
characterized their life on the West Coast, but, on the co ntrary, 
the Nisei are making no effort to integrate themselves in to the 
larger community. 

He illustrated the problem with an account of the discuss in n 
that took place with his sisters yesterday. Emiko has becom e mix-
ed up with a "rowdy" group that has come out from Gila, and she 
is particularly interested in a certain fe&low in this gro up. 
The affair had started down in Gila when Emiko was working at 
the camaflouge net project. She became acouainted with a "rowdy" 
element those that hung around the canteens all day, just s mok-
ing and fooling around, interested only in  j  itterbug'ging and try-
ing to take girls up the hill to"make" them. through one of 
her fellow workers, Nancy. Charlie kept her under control fo r 
some time, but ets their time of departure from Gila arriv ed, 
Emiko insisted that she should be given the chance to go ou t 
with them since  the  might not see them again. The boys of this 
group volunteered for the army, and some of those who were rej ect-
ed have since come out to Chicago and its vicinity. 'Two of the m 
are now working on a small farm near here, but they think they 
will give up the job and look for something better in town, 

Emiko now goes around with one of these two boys, a tall 
good-looking fellow but with a very ordinary intellige nce and 
little ambition. Emiko has the notion that'she is fat and u n-
attractive, and since this fellow has a slight lameness fr om 
infantile paralysis, the two feel a certain sympathy for ea ch 
other. What Charlie fears is that Emiko may be entertaining 
thoughts of marriage, for his hope throughout has been that " 
Emiko would go on to get some college training and try to ge t 
acouainted with better types of fellows. Emiko has talked of 
going to college, but she has been unable to decide upon a ca-
reer for herself and in many ways her present workseems sati s-
factory enough to her. But Charlie's argument is that there  may 
the initial enjoyment of her present work, but the sort of cle ri-
cal work she is doing is bound to become uninteresting. And there 
is no long run gains in what she is doing at present, where as col-
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lege education may provide some lasting benefits to her. 

The chief problem for Charlie, however, is that he doesn' t 
want to see Imiko becoming excessively interested in boys and 
Social li^e he'd like to see her become independent of the me -
diocrity of Nisei society, and he'd like to see her married t o 
some hiph type of individual after she has spent her next  several 
vea?s training for some professional specialty that she ma y be 
a d a p t e d f S . The problem was suddenly brought out prominently 
because the girl f?iend, Nancy, has suggested that Emiko roo m 
with sLoy, but Charlie has no intention of relinouishpg con -
trol over his younaer sisters. Emiko's behavior also influe nces 
the vomger sister, Bette, for she can't help but be influenc ed 
£ \ K ? S £ older sister m y do. Charlie has hopes that Bette 
too should go to college, and he doesn't want anything to sp oil 
that idea in Bette's mind. 

Charlie is a remarkable fellow. He spends a great deal of 
time thinking about his younger sisters, and of his respons ibili-
t S l to t S Moreover/he handles thems wisely, not trying to 
f o r c e t h e m into anything they don't want to do yet subtly calling 
their attention to interests that may aid in their mental gr owth. 
For instance, Charlie was complaining that he's had magazi nes and 
b o o k s T l i e i n g around his room hoping that Emiko would pick them 
u °Ld S ^ t she hasn't read a single book since evacuation. 
Bette on the other hand, has shorn interest m her schoolwor k 
at th4 YMAC high school, espcieally in the discussions of th e 
older students in the class. He has been trying to get th e two 
interested in reading news events, listening to better mus ic, etc. 

The point that Charlie was illustrating in  t h i s discussion 
is that through these small informal gatherings of Nisei, where 
the resettlers who are hungry for the sight of a Japanese fac e 
will go? there will arise the more fully developed Nisei society 
of Chicago. The informs! groups which constitute the sum t otal 
of Nisei social life are the first signs of defeat  in their effort 
to get bevond their own group. Charlie apparently hates Nis ei 
society,  perhaps because of his fear of what it may do to his 
sisters more than to himself. 

Bretheren's Hostel I went out to the Bretheren's this aftern oon 
iTthe  hopl  that  I  might find some people there whom I knew and 
could talk to. It was a hot afternoon and there was very lit tle 
activity about the place. I announced myself to the secret ary, 
Virginia Asaki, and inouired briefly about the work she was d oing 
there She had come out from Manzanar about five weeks ago, a nd 
hasn't had a chance to look around in Chicago much, especial ly 
since she is tied to the desk at the Bretherens. Contrary to 
other Nisei, she expressed the opinion that she liked Chica go. 
Her home was formerly in Santa Mbnc^a, California. 

While I was there looking over their suest book for possible 
names that I knew, a certain Mr. Copeland from a small town  m 
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Ohio came in looking for someone to work in the shop that he 
supervises. Said he, "I'm a member of the Bretheren Church in 
Mansville, Ohio, and I heard about your relocation program  by 
which you're trying to  set  evacuees out of the relocation centers. 
I wonder if it would be possible to see Fir. Smeltzer?" The sec -
retary indicated that Mr. Smeltzer was not in and could not be ex-
pected in thet afternoon. The gentlemen was in a hurry to cat ch 
the evening train home and therefore left his message with th e 
secretary, which went as follows: "Well, I heard of you r reloca-
tion program and wondered if I might not innuire about it.̂  O ur 
company prints greeting cards and does other work of the kin d, 
and we* would like to help in the relocation program by emp loying 
an evacuee. You must understand that our company is not one o f 
those considered war industry and as a conseouence we've had  t*±f--
flioulty we T re not able to pay as mftch as some of the other com-
panies are able to pay. In fact, our business has been curta iled 
somewhat since the outbreak of war because of difficulty i n get-
ting material. We want either a person who could work in the of-
fices and also supervise some of the work in the shop for such 
a person we could pay a maximum wage or we could use girls wh o 
can do typing or stenographic work." 

(The secretary had been insisting for some time that Mr. 
Copeland indicate what wages he could pay, for, as she poin ted out, 
this would be the first nuestion aisked by any applicant for t he 
position.) "Of course, it "ould be a mistake," continued M r. Cope-
land, "io measure wa^es in a sma.ll town with that in a plac e like 
Chicago. Living costs are very low in Mansville, and you can get 
along with much less there than in a big city. Our maximum woul d 
be about a hundred dollars a month. That's what we would pay a ny-
one who could handle both the office end and some of the shop w ork. 
But we wouldn't pay the maximum for a person who is just beg inning; 
we'd start him at a lower rate and try him out first, and then if 
he shows capabilities, he could be advanced to better pay . We had 
a girl who was doing stenographic work for us for three year s, and 
she started out at fifty dollars a month and got along very w ell. 
She's gone into war work now, but she worked very well for us for 
several years." 

"I don't know just how to explain my reason for coming and 
trying to work with the Bretheren Churbh in their relocation pro-
gram. You see, I wasn't always a member of the Bretheren C hurch, 
but since I've joined it, it seems to me it has something t o offer 
that no other religion can give. That's why I don't want- to w ork 
through any other agency than the Bretheren's Hostel in tryi ng to 
get an evacuee. I'm a member of the church and the people talk 
my language, and I can understand them. That's why I want to wo rk 
through the Church and not the WRA or other groups that may b e in-
terested in the relocation program. What I want is that th e per-
son who comes out to us should be a person with an open mind ab out 
religion. I'd like to show him what the Bretheren Church st ands 
for, and I'm sure that if he comes with an open mind, I c ould teach 
him the meaning of our church. You see, that's why I'd like t o work 
through this organization, because they would understand just the 
sort of person I'm interested in getting. I don't want anyo ne who 
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smokes or drinks, of course. Mr. Smeltzer could probably write 
to me and tell me if he knows of anyone that could fit into the 
position." 

The conversation between Mr. Copeland and the secretary w ent 
on in this vein. I felt at first that she was too indifferent  in 
her greeting of the individual, and that she didn't handle the situ-
ation very smoothly, but as Copeland revealed his offer, I felt that 
the secretary's attitude was good enough. I suppose we li ve too 
much in a competitive society today end our moral values h ave been 
warped by materialistic values. But still I resent offe rs of posi-
tions where there are riders attached, regardless of wha t those 
"riders" may be. Presumably, Mr. Copeland offers this jo b in all 
good faith with the hope that he can at the same time make a con -
vert to his religion. He may think that he's taking a magna nimous 
attitude toward the evacuees, anS attitude that can't he lp but 
make itself felt in the relationships within the office. But one 
wonders whether he might not also see in the evacuees a che ap labor 
market, a market at the level of which he can make job offers in 
the present inflated economic world, and that his religio us motives 
are not all that they seem. 

There was very little stirring at the Hostel, so after a few 
remarks about Copeland with the secretary, I took my depa rture. 
I walked back to the St. Louis St. eleiated station, bought a pop 
to drink, and then went up to the platform to wait the trai n. A 
Nisei girl was sitting there on her suitcase, but I ignored her 
since there was no easy possibility of making an acquaintan ceship 
to get information out of her. The afternoon was sweltering h ot 
and people stood around on the platform like so many wilte d plants. 
But wherever I go among strangers, I can't help Kisisx gett ing over 
my consciousness of being a"J"epanese". I wonder how  "they  must look 
upon me, especially if they stare at me or give me an unusual lo ok. 
As I sit down in the elevated train, I wonder if anyone will v enture 
to sit next to me, especially if she is a Caucasian woman. I notice 
with satisfaction that a youngish sort of woman does sit do wn next 
to me without much compunction but she should be happy enou gh to 
get any kind of seat in these crowded XES trains. Then  I worry 
whether to stand up for the ladies who are standing, but n oone else 
makes a move to give up his seat so I too lapse back into sile nt 
coma. 
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I spent the early morning clipping newspapers that had pile d 
up. It s amazing how much there is about race tensions in the 
newspapers these days. Certainly, it's an indication of th e prob-
lems of race relations that are now cropping up. Later in the morn-
ing I went to the office to do some work there. I wanted to  go down 
to the friend's office to see if there would be some  possible"  in-
terviews around the place, but since there was a conference of our 
staff this afternoon, I decided against it. 

Kichi went down to the Northwestern Station to arrange fo r 
the transfer of Nobu and Kaz's baggage up to Winnetka whe re thev 
are now working at the Bridge's home as domestics. The expr ess 
warehouse, she said, was a madhouse, and all the men were w orking 
so fast and hard that she tried to get her business done with as 
fast as possible, it would have been cheaper to send the thr ee 
pieces of baggage she found in warehouse by Railway Expre ss, but 
to simplify the problem, she arranged to have  Parmelee  take it up 
there for $3.00. The rest of the five pieces were at another w are-
house and that stuff is to be sent by Railway Express. 

This evening I've been upset ever since reading an articl e -
on the Dies Comm. hearings that appeared in the Christian  Science 
Monitor. All evening the thing has been on my mind, and I've  been 
going over the argument in my own mind, getting madder and m adder 

i ! ? ? J ! 2 r e « L ' o f the thing. To ouote parts of it, the article 
starts, "America's first experience in segregating sreat n umbers 
of people as potentially dangerous in wartime has shown up a consider-
able reluctance to believe the worst of a group so long resp ected 
as. the Japanese, and at the same time it has brought to light abun-
dant evidence that the step taken in relocating the Japane se was 
pre-eminently wise and remains so." This deduction is mad e from 
the hearings of the Dies Comm. The article ?oes on in another 
paragraph the findings seem to indicate that the authorit ies 
administering the centers and their hired personnel are pr one to 
unaerestimate the subversive potentials of~the group ove r whom thev 

While 6it i ^ n suddenly." In still another paragraph 
tn  ill v^i ^ mSfV lff ^ Cul £ t 0  P r o P° s e  a test for Japanese lovalty 
to the United States, h r . Costello thinks that one would be willing-

i 8 2 a n e s e  evidenced to make known to the 
American authorities information  that  comes their way about subver-
sive activities. He says that in many cases where evacuees ha ve 
^on n hv a f i eyi^ence of American patriotism, they have been down ed 
upon by the aliens m the centers " 

Where is the evidence that the evacuation of Japanese was 
"pre-eminently wise and remains so?" The Monitor, takes  the evi-

° l e s  an* organization that has been ton* known 
c Z J I L " S B * P r ? s e n t a t i ® of facts of this kind. Moreover, the 
Committee is arguing from the consequences of evacuatio n to a general-
ization of Japanese in America prior to evaluation. If subv ersive 
activities have developed in the centers, I would say that i ^ s I 
direct consenuence of the evacuation. If the Dies Commi ha d been 
forced to live under the circumstances of the Japanesr^ vacuees in 
the relocation centers, I wonder what their attitude towlr dthl ^ S 
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would have been. What I ask isn't that anyone condone the acts 
of those who have indulged themselves in the irrational acts of 
some evacuees, but certainly there is need to understand wh y some 
of these things took place. If Congressmen are leaders, it sh ould 
be by virtue of the fact that they have a broader understandi ng 
of human actions than the man in the masses, and they should b e 
above the contrary irrationality of condemning as un-Ameri can the 
acts of those Japanese evacuees who have given themselve s away to 
bitterness toward this Government. What these men of the C omm. 
demand is that the evacuees be either simple minded or bli nd pa-
triots, neither of which the Japanese are. Inasmuch as the  Japan-
ese are human, it is hardly to be expected that they would rea ct 
otherwise than with bitterness toward an act that seems to them 
clearly one of discrimination. 

The initial crime was the act of men in the Governments le ijgs-
lature who prevented the naturalization of Japanese and o ther Ori-
entals. Ptfwas a stupid thing about the Government that i t should 
have prevented the attainment of citizenship to men who had in all 
other reppects made this country their home. Participation in the 
Government was the one way by which the Japanese immigrant s might 
have been brought to a greater identification with this na tion, but 
this very important channel was closed to them. The other m ain 
identity with this land is the economic one, and among Japane se 
the remaining factors of identification were admittedly we ak. 
The evacuation uprooted the Japanese from their one sourc e of con-
nection with this nation; the events that have followed mig ht have 
been anticipated by anyone having any knowledge of the Japan ese. 

And what is meant by "subversive activity?" The activitie s 
in the camps were largely those directed against the Govern ment 
as tokens of the people's resentment of the evacuation. The y 
were, to be sure, irrational acts, but for this reason there is 
even greater need to understand them. They were not purposiv e 
acts of sabotage'. If there were subversive potentials in t he 
group, there was plenty of time for its expression between th e 
dates of December 7th and the evacuation. If the evacuees have 
who have been released had saboteurs in tbeir midst, why h as none 
been apprehended. And what of the conditions in Hawaii where there 
is an even larger Japanese element present? The fact is th at these 
committees have been unable to show a single case of sabot age or 
of an unmistakebale subversion of the Government's war eff ort among 
Japanese, except those that mif?ht have been the direct con seouence 
of the acts of the majority group. 

If the Comm. were to ¿est my loĵ alty by the number of names 
I would turn in of individuals who participated in such "s ubver-
sive activity" as they have uncovered, I doubt that I co uld stand 
the test of loyalty. Knowing the history of these people, and 
understanding them, I feel that I would see too clearly the ir side 
of the argument to condemn them indiscriminately  .Vsr 

What bothers me most about all this is that this article ap-
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pears in the Christian Science Monitor, a newspaper tfeat is noted 
for its fair presentation of issues. If the leading news papers of 
the country are to_be swayed by the denunciations of the Jap anese 
by the Dies Comm. 1 shouldn't be surprised if the majority o f the 
Americans may not be noticeably influenced by what the Comm. ha s 
to say. One feels that even the liberal groups of America are for-
saking the position of the Japanese, and doing so without ad ecuate 
information and understanding of the subject. If the deci sion of 
the Supreme Court against Yasui and Hirabayashi had its le gal jus-
tification, yet it had the effect of making the people bel ieve that 
it likewise had its moral justification, or actual justifi cation. 

The future of the Japanese in America seems to become incre as-
ingly cloudy to me. 'This war, especially the one with Japan, will 
undoubtedly be a long one. As the months pass by, I wonder if th ere 
might not arise a national distrust and condemnation of all  persons 
of Japanese ancestry. Then the real tragedy of the Japanese i n 
America will begin. 
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Tom brought the two girls from Stockton, the ones going to th e 
Vogue School,"to the office this morning for a tryout as st enoes. 
As Tom had previously described them, the older girl was ver y short 
and small although the younger one was much like any othe r Nisei. 
They were pleasant and ouiet; like most Nisei they had very li ttle 
to say on our first meeting doing little more than to smil e and 
gige-le at our remarks. 

Michi and I hurried downtown right after lunch to see Kotovit ch 
off to Boston, but although the "New England State" was stil l at the 
station, he must have boarded early for we saw no sign of h im or 
of any of his friends. Having known Kotovitch since my prev ious 
stay here in Chicago, it seems a pity that he should leave us just 
as we 1 re on our way to nrenewing our friendship. Of course, thro ugh 
him we've made new friends, the Moons, Brahar, and Miss B entham, 
but it won't be ouite the same as if he were here himself. Wha t 
a sensitive fellow he is. If "Vladimir's friend, Peggy Ot is, had 
married him, all the mental sickiness that he's gone throu gh during 
the last three years might have been avoided. Still, the mar riage 
might have turned out for the worse considering the differe nce of 
background, the Soviet Russian and the typical American bou rgeois, 
that sets the two apart. Vladimir is going to Boston to seek me ntal 
comfort, and I hope he finds it there. 

After wandering trhough Sears Roebuck looking for an•unfi nished 
book shelf and some other odds and ends, we wandered over to the 
Chicago Art Museum since Michi hadn't seen the place yet. Mi chi 
was tired and her feet were swelling from the heat, as it's done 
before, so the visit wasn't entirely enjoyable, but we did run into 
James Hara and learned something of his doings here. 

James has been in Chicago for almost two months now. He and 
Shuko, and their child, were in Lincoln, Nebraska, until t hen, but 
he came here looking for a job. He got placed with the Northwe stern 
University Medical School, doing some pharmaceutical lab work, I 
assume. Apparently the professor for whom he's been worki ng has 
been most unpleasant, "The most difficult man in the depart ment to 
work for," as James has heard from others in the department. " He's 
got a very biting tongue. I started out by acting civil tow ards 
him, but it seems that he prefers having others act towards him as 
he does towards others. Anyway, I talk right back to him with out 
ceremony and I get along much better that way. My boss thinks h e's 
going to ouit the department and go to the University of Minne sota, 
so I've got to look for another job." The head of the departm ent, 
James says, has been ouite decent to him, and the others hav e been 
all right. It was his misfortune to get connected up wit h the one 
person who feels least humane towards him. James was oui te defi-
nite in his reply that there is discrimination in the depar tment. 
There are only two Japanese working there at present, anothe r fel-
low who is doing research in the department and himself. If J ames 
could rrain clearance from the administration of the scho ol to con-
tinue work in the department, there would be no difficulty, b ut the 
school seems to have a policy about not hiring Japanese. Th e other 
fellow had been in the employ of the Horthwestern U. prior to the 
outbreak of war. He had been immediately dismissed after P earl 
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•t̂ arbor, and only recently had he been re-instated. Jame 's position 
however, is doubtful. The President of the University does~ not seem 
favorably inclined toward taking dames on, although the he ad of the 
department would if he were granted the permission from tho se above 
him. The reason for his present bosses desire to move to M innesota 
is that his views conflict with those of the department h ead, and 
the former wishes to go to Minnesota where his friend is. 

James has an apartment in Evanston, one which he found in th e 
same building he has been staying at. The arrangement was t hat he 
should visit Shuko in Lincoln thiss week-end, but now that he found 
the apartment, he feels he had better stay around and get th e place 
ready for his family's arrival. In anfcy case, he must fin d another 
job unless the University changes its mind about not keepin g him. 

Kichi and I wandered over to the business district again, th is 
time in search of a soda fountain where we mi^ht get something to 
cool us off. The afternoon was terribly hot and nothing seeme d to 
matter more than that we should find a cool spot to sit do wn at 
and have something to assuage our thirst. 

At Goldblatt's, downstairs in the kitchen ware^epartm entk, we 
ran into dack Momoi.  .  He was intent upon some kitchen goods, T>ut 
when we walked up and addressed him, he seemed uncommonly el ad to 
meet us. Neither of us know him very well, and I snoke to hi m only 
a few times in Tule Lake, but here in the basement of Goldlla tts, 
we talked to each other as old friends. Jack told us that he is 
working for the Ambassador Hotel on the Near North Side in t he a%it-
ing department. He is an excellent accounting student and should 
do well in such a position. H e arrived here from Tule a little over 
a month ago without any .job prospect, and went up to see Sh irrell 
about a position. Shirrell sent him to the Sherman Hotel, whe re 
they have been taking on Japanese, and upon inquiry about a p osition 
in the accounting department, the manager declared that the re was a 
better job available at the Ambassador and suggested that J ack try 
for it. it struck us surprising ¿hat Jack should have been referred 
to another hotel, a better job, but it may have been that the manager 
recognized Jack s ability and realized that he could not hol d him to 
the poorer paying position at Sherman. That has been the cas e else-
where. The Caucasian companies are afraid to take on highly trained 
Nisei because they can't compensate them sufficiently, or are afraid 
that such workers will begin to make demands later. 

Jack seemed very happy about his situation here in Chicago. 
Just the other day he found a large apartment in the Near No rth 
bide right near his place of work. His plans now are to br ing out 
his mother and fahter, and his brother Jim. It was this which h ad 
brought him to the kitchenware dept., for he has to outfit the 
apartment before the family arrives. We mentioned that Mich i's broth-
er Shig wants to come out. He remarked, "Why don't you tell h im 
to come out. There are a lot of job opportunities.  "  There*s no risk 
in it, and it s better than staving in the center. He'd better come 
out; he s got nothing to lose." We asked him about opportu nities in 
accounting, but he seemed to think that the accounting : field was a 
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little difficult to get into. But he was definite in the opi nion 
that there are plenty of other work opportunities, and he r ather 

insisted that we should tell Shig to come out "since there »s no 
risk in it." 

In the tours through the downtown area, one invariably comes 
upon Nisei wandering through the shops. We saw several a t Sears; 
a couple of boys were looking intently through the popular re cords. 
At the LaSalle St. Station where we went to see Vladimir off , there 
was a family of Orientals, we were sure they  were., Japanese,  who were 
grouped together in s sort of conference in the wilting room . Wheth-
er they catch the Caucasian eye or not, I don't know, but  any Nisei 
face that crosses my field of vision draws my attention. 
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Nobu and Kaz were to visit us this afternoon, and we were an-
xious to see them to find out how they like their new place, b ut 
Nobu called this morning to tell us that she would have to ser ve 
dinner at the Bridges' home at 1:30 and would not be able to m ake 
it down here. We had bought extra food to take care of them, an d 
it was a disappointment that they didn't come especially sin ce Michi 
had bought some very nice looking salmon thinking Kaz would appre-
ciate that. We couldn't understand why Nobu couldn't make it today. 
She had told us previously that Mrs. Bridges had said it wo uld be 
ell right to come out this afternoon, "but something must h ave hap-
pened to their schedule to alter their plans. By the time the y 
finished dinner dishes, it would be at least 3:00, much too l ate 
to get downtown from Winnetka. 

Tom and Rose Okabe dropped in this afternoon to look over the 
apartment which Mrs, Morris declared would be open to them. T om and 
Rose had come here previously inquiring about apartments in this 
district, and we had promised to keep our eyes open for them. I t hap-
pened that the former tenant of the apartment, ant old lady with 
a daughter of fiteen, ouarreled with Mrs. Morris. The latt er had 
never liked the tenant because she was constantly making trouble 
for others and when the tenant shouted out of her window one night 
at one of the girl tenants of the apartment, a favorite of Mr s. 
Morris's, who was standing outside the apartment door talk ing to 
a young fellow, saying, "You chippie, why don't you go to b ed in-
stead of standing around talking to your men," Mrs. Morris r eally 
blew up and served notice to the tenant. The latter became concilia-
tory but Mrs« Morris was adamant. She asked Michi if she had an y 
Nisei friends who might be interested in the apartment, so we refer-
ed the Okabes to her. Tom and Rose were quite pleased with the 
layout, especially after the hotel room they've been livin g in for 
the past two months, and they decided to take it. 

Mrs. Morris has very definite opinions about people, and it's 
fortunate that she's formed a favorable view of Nisei. Once she 
takes a stand for someone, she's likely to stand up for them o n all 
kinds of issues. From what she says it's clear that she hates 
"Niggers" and"Chinks", but fortunately she hasn't any vie ws about 
Japanese. 

Now that the Okabes have a place, their two major problems 
is to transfer all their baggage from the scattered places in  Chi-
cago where they've left the stuff to this apartment at a m inimum 
price, and, secondly, to arrange for the shipment of a box of stuff 
they left in Ontario, Oregon, where they were working boofo before. 
Said Tom, "I suppose it will cost us about fifteen or tw enty dollars 
to have the box sent out, but it would be almost worth it to buy 
everything over again. There's only about twenty-five dol lars worth 
of goods in the box, and that's almost as much as it would cos t to 
ship out the box." However, they can't leave it with the pe ople 
who were kind enought to store if for them. "They won't stay there 
for the duration, I ¿?uess," says Rose. Probably there wil l be 
enough room in the bssement of this apartment for a larg e box, but 
the cost of shipment is the thing that bothers them most. 
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Tom called last night to invito us to dinner with them toni ght. 
Tomi had bought a lot of ground meat and planned a meat loa ffc. 3he 
fixed up a very ̂ ood dinner, and  the co  ipany was as pleasant as 
usual,  i  iter dinner we decided upon a iiovie, and although we saw 
nothin particularly interesting In the theater section of t he news, 
wo st 1 o  ì  led down to 65rd and Cofctar.e Grove to take a look at the 
Tivoli which seefted the best bet» There is an awixin  •  cor loraoration 
of  p.-'jo•  ie in that section of this district, and  f t  soeree. as if all 
of t^eu ere in-eat upon getting into the sorae theater. e W ilkoA 
beck on rd after seeing the line-up  £ n the Tivoli, and rinflly 
went iato ohe '.'oodlavn  •  'hare there was a trij  :  e ^eature  - o ?n.  on, 
ill  v,"  •!  £ ve-e  rf the: 1* c  : y ,  "  rt it afforded  -a  luxation from 
the routine, 

;'*ter tho  f . cr.er to the  ». ri"  s  <.  ,r hou a it 
wt»8 error inlànt ht. roini fixed some cool, drinkt an-: ©enc iwiehos* 
end vhi3e e sat around i^Uin-  •,  T looked over the  Ztrt.M  African. 
The'iO »ere at least two ertielef or tr© acuivi'..lee ci' t.  ̂  Die© 
Co; «2; .  on  ; vie.*.r investi nation of e re3 tea ion cento:- &  ai-̂'  tn© JACL» 

-tiej?i, I felt ho ce-er» r-r̂cnt end < ;epr©£-.sior., for it seems 
to  rm  ti.I  t -11 *hi8 adverse and UT -"air piblicity tout tb© .Trapane se 
in A» <?riea can have no other effect than o  la-  're our position store 
difficult. artici*? that particularly ax, ©red me waft or» e con-
oe-.-mr.v- on© views ox' a carte  in  Lead of corsiunicMviono in -Vv/aii, 
who t. if  -.13 Japrn^io is  Itevi®  il sbottici bo la tornei ss the 

of ita Puciflc Cof at U\(Ì leeru 'he person  <  uoteci admitted 
that  a aere  "icia ->©eu litf?« or no sabot». e; e thai, .ad tea  <  oooverod 
In T  ,w*. : i,  ljut i© impressed tie point tha-. sabotage  VVTIS  lo Lit,  re-
£3i-,v-or tao ¿farinose Government urit-il the moment wh en invasion 
was c.  ,termed, Just at? Ir the  Xhi3) r'.pinos,  saboteurs «uaon*- Japanese 
would appear In rear, nuribers et thi t time, tie person dec lared. 
The e  one in;-  ion was that there should be e general evacuation in 
Ilaw'.ii to present  such,  e disaster from occurring, 

„'bo -ai -'airnosB of .such an accusal lor ir  thf -t  11.ore ie  no  r ay 
©? o^ooovir  -  rhst vr t he sa?'8 Is not true, al thou- there are rood 
¿•roundf for attneki-  f?  his lo< ic, -ut from ti.e rtandpoint oi publi-
cit •. ,  one has to present vivid ar Trenti ruth or the*.  lot  ice i  ones 
to ingress the pub3  ic.  but t l  ese are the rinds of e :conc: that the 
Jappresa cannot readily produce» t'or is there  very  much uhat^is being 
done at present to counteract t* e mixture c v half  trut*. :••  and lies 
that the* ies  ')cmu  is  us In-;  so successfully te p;:irt  ì  re Japanese 
of  k:  ••".<*ice  as rr.ernies of the oov.atrw *"f  t'-  in"? continue in tris 
way fo? lor , it seê .s rot \v liV-rly sot-e  perì it y  or ^eiaents 
will occur r.hrt the ©vaeuees will resect, ai à ir. the inter action 
béweei ondi  ,  the. Javanese to rebellion ecd tre sv cu. r reactions, 
tre liios Com.' nuy  r e a l l y K t bole of  f oiaethifii  that w:l?l e  :h* 
bei-inninr of a ret;] crurac-e  ar €  5ns t- us» 

T .  e.ny  east  ,  the Dies Xnv€>st5f ?t5.on  U  tarn3.; : out ror© serious-
ly than I had thotv ht it vould t W v.-eeks aro. rL, fact tha t -lis« 
coura es ne is that the  •'"•onmlttee*  a proxa-.A'̂ vla ree a ir Id rfleeting 
even the no re liberal el ©went© of American society. 
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Robert E. Park dropped into the office this morning and wan ted 
the use of the place, apparently for the preparation of the a ftern-
noon lecture, so Tom and I left the place to him. Although we sepa-
rated to go our respective way, Tom later dropped over to ou r home 
for lunch. We had a lot of salmon, more than we could eat by our-
selves, that Michi had bought expecting Kaz and Nobu down from Win-
netka for the week end, and since they failed to come down, w e in-
vited Tom and Tomi over for lunch to finish it up. Tom, of co urse, 
doesn Tt care for fish, so Tomi brought along some of the left-over 
from the big feast we had at their place last evening. It was a 
pleasant lunch. 

Tom left in a hurry to meet Decky N. who was to arrive at th e 
office some time around 1:00 this afternoon. I later met them at 
Park's lecture in the Race and Culture Contact seminar. The size 
of the audience, which included a number of instructors an d profes-
sors, seemed io indicate the prominent interest the subje ct of race 
tensions has right now. Of course, Park himself must have bee n a 
drawing card. The main points of Park's discussion might be s um-
marised as follows: 

Until recently, sociologists, or at least Park, had not 
realized the implications in the race problems he and othe rs 
had been studying. The American race problem was considered 
synonymous with the Negro problem, but it is now evident th at 
that the matter of race tesnions is more or less correlated 
with the appearance of an industrial civilization. That is , 
civilization with its mobility and competition brings " race 
conscious 11 groups into contact with each other under situations 
that are fraught with possibilities of conflict. Moreover , 
the modern situation presents conditions in which establ ished 
and conventional understandings about modes of race relat ions 
are broken down, and the critical tensions seem to arise wher e 
different peoples are attempting to redefine their status re-
lationships. 

The heart of the race problem lies on the level of inter-
personal relationships, not on the political or economi c or 
ecological levels. The basic question is, "Are you willing  to 
have a person of a colored race near you?" "Are you willing to 
have your daughter marry a Negro?" The traditional race pro b-
lem of the South has been that of preserving the caste syste m 
that has been established there, but now the problem pres ents 
itself in such a way that the question is, "How much individu al 
freedom is to be given to anyone so that he has the right to 
choose his associates or his spouse regardless of race?" 

Park presented other points, among them a list of problem s that 
would liketo see some students study. He brought in his skep ticism 
of quantitative research on the problem, and of the need for i nsight 
into the nature of race problems. There irere clearly two typ es of 
quwstions from the audience, (1) questions concerning th eory, and 
(2) questions regarding the practical control of race co nflicts. 
It was quite evident that a large number of persons present we re 
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intensely concerned with the latter question. 

J ^ l s  e 7 e i ^ u ! e invited the Okabes, Tom and Rose, to have sup-
per with us. Michi felt that since they had just moved into t he 
downstairs apartment this morning and had hardly gotten se aled 

^ y , n ° U^ , a P P i : e 0 i a t e h a v l n g d i n n e r  «« instead of trying to get something for themselves. trying to 

Michi fixed up a variety of Japanese vegetable and ae? rtf 
since we couldn't get any meat today, this bf?ng a^ Sfficfl lholl ' 
day, and it was evident from the way Tom and R o L 

^ t l n T V 1 1 8 7 en J 0Te< i their S t l ^ k t ^ L ^ e°atinf*' 

since they moved into & £ £ S ^ 

lished a number of very Sod S L i . ^ e y apparently estab-
and was rapidly i n t l g r L ! ^ ^ f f ^ ^ ' 
seems to them too impersonal ^oo f̂ -h t ^  Lt J*  L l f e h e r e 

I S ^ make ^ Z l ^ J E ? ^ ^ ^ ^ 
ly been spending their spare moment, ̂ A f j T i ? S S h a V e a PPa r ^*-
the museums an^parks o f ^ L H ^ e S f ^ f t e ^ C b V ^ a g o 

snSHa Bi  «on 
ii T? 

Co. and is the shop c o m i n «  S V io r k l n g a t  the Buick Motor 
of their local V a 7 ( G x Z E e ^ P ^ f ^ i n g the leadership 
nizing the workers therein o p ^ s i M « ^ ^ ^ 3 in orga-
management. One interestina-  ,  ̂  v ^ h i ° a g ° SMgaters  '  and the 
difficulty the Chicago Round  t h e y m e ? t l o ned was the 
of race tensions. The ° V? P t h e S u n d a 7 discussion 
as well, objected to the ̂ o ^ J ^- " ̂  P"*ticular, but others 
sisted that one Southerner be recra^pn? 3^  t h e 7 i n " 
counts for Odum's introduction ° n - he which ac-
m a ny Southern stations on t̂ e m c n e t w o i w H ? T ' "  a l S °  S e e m s t h a t 

Round Table cut out the discussion of normally puts on th e 
their inside dope from Probst f i " 1 ^ ^ Conways get 
They' re  very much concerned abou? I Z ^ l T e T l L T *  T a h l e d i ^ f s i ons . 
rise of fascism, in this country? situation, as well as the 

invited"hSi^to^dinner 8tomorrow^night^  U P  ^ ^ 
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Mr. Beach had promised to come for dinner tonight. We though t 
Morris and Margie might like to iaeet him since Mr, Beach had o ften 
spoken of his acquaintance with "Corky", Margie's older br other, 
l.àrgie replied that she and Morris would very much like to come, 
when Michi phoned her, "but their addition made a party for  five 
and there were a lot of problems involved in trying to have that 
many persons to donner at one time in our home. In the first p lace, 
Michi had to figure out some kind of dinner where our meat ra tion 
tickets would go around, but we finally made the reckless st ep of 
spending eighteen points for tonight on pork steak. Then t here was 
the problem of finding enough silverware to provide for fi ve places. 
All our things with which to have parties are stored srway in Seattle 
in the attic of the folks' place. There's no use our buying m ore 
particularly in view of the fact that we may have to move ag ain be-
fore àong, but it's inconvenient not to have the proper equip ment 
for dinners when occasions of this kind arise. Finally, ther e was 
the question of where to have the dinner for the bedroom-livi ng room 
is too crowded and the sleeping porch isn't very attractive . But 
we finally decided upon the sleeping porch. I was afraid th at all 
this might demoralize Michi, but she seems to have change d a lot 
from what she was when we were first married. She considere d the 
problems from a practical viewpoint and made the most of what she 
had. 

It was good to see Mr. Beach again. We sat aroinid chatting 
while we waited for the Abes to arrive. Mr. Beach had been d own 
in Iowa to look over his farms there before coming on to Chicag o 
for a pleasure visit, and his remarks of what he found in th e at-
titude of Caucasians toward bEinging in resettlers into tha t region 
was of no sme.ll interest. Mr. Beach remarked that he had tal ked to 
several farmers of that region and to professors in Ames College 
which he described as the outstanding agricultural college  of this 
country, and almost without exception he found an adverse  view of 
evacuees prevailing among them. The farmers did not want Jap anese 
resettlers in that area, and the effort of one large nurser y in 
the Shenandoah district down there was immediately oppose d by the 
majority of the people of that region so that the company ha d to 
turn to other sources of labor. The proposition of that co mpany 
now is to bring in Italian prisoners to v/ork on these farms or nur-
series, but the Iowa farmers have had no objection to thi s idea in 
contrast to their attitude towards the Japanese. In other wo rds, 
he found much more prejudice among a people whom he.descr ibed as 
of native stock with fairly high intelligence than he had expected 
and he seemed rather discouraged by the prospects for th e Japanese 
in this country. In our discussions at Minidoka, Mr. Beach h ad seem-
ed to show a more realistic understanding of the problem c onfront-
ing the Japanese than had other Caucasians who had attended the one 
discussion we had together, but today he seemed even more pessimistic 
than at that time of the future of Japanese in this countr y. 

Morris and Margie arrived about 8:50. I wasn't surprised th at 
they we re late for it's some distance across town from 1?her e they 
live and Morris didn't get home from work until about 7:00. W e chat-
ted as we ate; with Morris and Margie there was none of that s train 
in the presence of Caucasians one often finds among Nisei. 
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Tom and Rose Okabe came upstairs from their apartment in t his 
same building about the time we had finished dinner. They ar rived 
in time to join us in dessert. We should like to have had them at 
dinner, but it was impossible to set places for seven, and w e ra-
tionalized that we had had the Okabes there the night before and 
that thoro they would understand our situation. 

All the people present were surprised,pleasantly, at the n um-
ber of Nisei Mr. Beach knew by name, and^the talk moved easi ly 
along the vein of recalling the mutual fi£ends there-, at Mi nidoka. 
Mr. Beach produced a number of colored snapshots he'd take n of the 
firls working at his home and of the Idaho scenae spots they had 
visited with the Beach family. It was ouite evident that the 
Beaches treat the girls as one of their family. The talk amon g us 
held our attention, so much so that we were unaware of the pas sing 
of time. And it seemed that Mr. Beach himself was somewhat lo athe 
to break up en evening of conversation that interested him.  I have 
an idea that he is a man -who becomes more or less absorbed in w hat-
ever interests him. 

Tom heard from Kay and Keiko today, and in the letter Kay 
mentioned that he had quit his position with the sheep compa ny and 
was looking for another job. The pessimism of the letter di sturbed 
me and I determined to do what I could to find something for him 
if I could through the WRA office here. 
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Since I agreed to meet Mr. Beach down at his lietel early 
this afternoon to take him around to the WRA and Friends' o ffices, 
I hurried through the office work this morning. Charlie was t here 
all set to go after two cases that he Ts lined up for interview. 
He's still griping about having to mix with the Nisei societ y; 
that seems to the bane of his life, but he can't get away fro m 
it since he's forced to it by his connection with the study. 

I arrived at the Palmer House just before 2:00, the appointe d 
time, and phoned for Mr. Beach from the lobby on k house ph one. 
He asked me to wait around until he got downstairs. There w ere 
a large number of Shriners around for one of their annual con fer-
ences looking typically upper middle class, stout and sof t, smug, 
business men. You couldn&t miss them because of their funny hats 
(what do you call them, "chez"?). I was obviously the only n on-
Caucasian around the very elaborate lobby (the Palmer Ho use doesn't 
use any colored people for workers) and I wondered what the ot her 
people must think about me. Most of them seemed not to noti ce me. 
There weren't any seats around, except for one bench on one end of 
which a rather well dressed woman of about fifty was seat ed, and 
although I thought for a moment that I might sit down ther e, I de-
cided not to disturb the old lady if she had any qualms abo ut being 
observed sitting on a bench with a "furrmner". I stood ar ound 
smoking a cigarette looking as much at ease as I self conscio usly 
could, and spent my time wondering what stuffy lives thes e Shriners 
must live to enjoy the kind of antics they were participatin g in. 
At the same time, I sensed in myself a certain minimum pleas ure out 
of the fact that I could wander around in the lobby of an expe nsive 
hotel, even if I were a Jap, and not be questioned by anyone . I 
almost felt a sense of superiority to other Nisei because I kn ew 
someone stopping at the hotel and could call on him in this way. 

When Mr. Beach came down, I was continuously aware every mo-
ment of my presence with him in the hotel that I was Orienta l fea-
tured and he a Caucasian, and I wondered what others in the l obby 
must be wondering af they observed us together. Even on the streets, 
I was slightly conscious of these traces of thoughts as we wa lked 
in the direction of the WRA office. 

Mr. Beach was typically full of questions about the Nisei 
problem, about Japanese culture, and particularly the ps ychology 
of our people. He is an extremely intelligent person with an un-
usual insight into human nature and personality consideri ng that 
he spends most of his time at his business in Twin Palls. 

When we arrived at the WRA office, the outer entrance was 
crowded with nisei waiting to see various people in the offic e. 
I had previously made an appointment, and the girl at the inf or-
mation desk quickly arranged for out interview with Mr. S hirrell. 
As I stood there in the mob of Nisei,I must confess I felt a  sense 
of personal well being at the thought that the rest of the N isei 
must be wondering how I knew this rather well-dressed, obv iously 
better class, haku.jin, and I suppose that I might even have indulged 
in a slight air of superiority as S. guided him through the gate 
into Shirrell's office. I wondered,too, about any derog atory at-
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titudes towards me the Nisei might have due to my apparent fri end-
liness with a Caucasian, that is, my apparent effort to put o n airs. 

In our conversation with Mr. Shirrell I sensed one thing tha t 
seemed different in him now than was true of him at Tule Lake. 
Today he had a fiendency to talk a blue streak hardly giving the 
other person a chance to talk. It seemed to be an old habit o f the 
high powered salesman, now the salesman for the WRA, coming out in 
him. The Office was unquestionably very busy and he probabl y has 
to transact a tremendous amount of business during the short *hours 
of a day, but I still fetl that it was a little unfortunate th at 
he had lost the ability to listen without impatience which wa s 
more characteristic of him before. 

He seemed quite preoccupied with the effect of the Dies Comm . 
Hearings on the  WRA program. He inquired if we had seen the morn-
ing papers which carried the story of Myer's appearance bef ore the 
Committee. "Myer's certainly gave the Dies Comm. a panning ," he 
remarked, yet the Herald American (a Hearst paper) gave a nything 
but a favorable account of Dillon Myer*s appearance before *the °  . 
Comm. "Why doesn't the Dies Coram! let us alone," he contin ued, 
"if they'd let us aJ_one long enough to carry on the work we'v e 
started, we'd see this thing through. As it is, thev're d oing 
everything possible to set obstacle^ in the way of our acc omplish-
ing the relocation program. The only reason I can see for a il 
the uproar in California is that a lot of people want to get  hold 
of what the Japanese own down there. It ! s an economic motive that 
is behind the whole thing." 

Mr. Beach inquired what the policy of the WRA was on m ^ . 
segregation. Shirrell replied: "I'm not concerned with tha t end 
of the problem and I don't know exactly what's going to happe n. 
But I believe some kind of segregation is absolutely necessa ry. 
In fact, Prank, you'll remember that I was asking for it l ast 
August in Tule Lake before all the relocation projects were f illed 
up. The segregating, at least of those who had asked for repa tri-
ation, should have taken place then, before all the center s were 
filled up. Now the problem is going to be that of emptying one 
center or more and putting all those who are considered "d isloyal" 
in that center. It's a War Dept. problem to move all these p eonle, 
because it's going to require the movement of thousands of people, 
and although the WRA has already sent in its request for the segre-
gation and transfer of population, the Army hasn't replie d yet on 
the problem. One thing the WRA is waiting for is the clearing  U p 
of the habeus corpus case of the girl in Tule Lake. .The Supr eme 
-ourt has already decided on the questions of curfew and ev acuation 
in the Hirabayashi and Yasui cases, but they haven't yet re ached any 
decision on the question of whether it's possible constitut ionally 
to detain American citizens without a writ of habeus corpus . The 
San Francisco court has been holding up this thing, I don't kn ow 
why, for I've never heard of any case being eleven months.  Their 
excuse^is that the judge has nothing to say on the question at pres-

•  e n t « B u t o u r  WRA attorney is very much concerned that some decision 

X 
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be received on its constitutionality before the segregatio n goes 
ahead. You see, we could get into a lot of trouble by segreg ating 
American citizens and retaining them in camps for the dur ation if 
there's no constitutional basis for so retaining them. So fa r 
Blick has kept us out of trouble. The WRA in sending out its le ave 
clearance has never said that a Nisei cannot leave a camp; i t has 
always declared in writing that clearance has not yet been  received 
and has thus avoided the question of detaining them within a camp. 
There are a lot of legal complications in this whole thing, and they 
need to be cleared up before we go ahead.'' 

Mr. Beach: Do you have any idea as to whether say a center like 
Minidoka might be selected for the place to which the evac uees that 
are considered "disloyal" might be sent? 

Shirrell: I don't know about that. I'm not kept informed on that 
aspect of the WRA policy. But if MiniSoka is selected, it me ans 
that the part of the population that is considered "loyal" ki ll be 
emptied out. If that's to happen, we want, if possible, to have 
the evacuees going out maka their relocation in a single m ove; 
that is, instead of having them go ko another center and then r e-
locate, we'd prefer to see them go straight out to some pla ce where 
they can permanently relocate. It would eliminate an extra m ove, 
and the problem of moving people is going to be big enough wi thout 
making extra moves. 

Later Mr. Beach commented that he thought from what Shirrell 
said that he must have meant that Minidoka was actually to be c hosen 
as one of the permanent camps. And Shirrell added, as a person al 
opinion, that these permanent camps would be operated mu ch as are 
the internment camps at Missoula or Louisiana, Y/ith censo rship, 
strict guarding, etc. This was just a personal guess. Mr. B each 
seemed much concerned about the fact that the many friends he had 
established in the Minidoka center, and the free access he has to 
them at present, might be taken away from him under the cir cumstance 
if Minidoka were selected for a permanent site. (There was a r umor 
current in Minidoka that it was a permanent camp, which may h ave 
been the source of Mr. Beach's assumption.) I corrected the im-
pression with the information I had that Tule Lake was the m ore 
likely site, and suggested to him that Shirrell apparentl y didn't 
know exactly where the permanent camp was to be. I felt tha t Mr. 
Beach had developed a genuine fondness for some of his frie nds at 
Minidoka and was anxious not to see them leave, but furtherm ore 
the Japanese and their ways had become an avocational intere st to 
him and the closing of Minidoka to his access would take away a 
thing that had become of some interest to him. 

I mentioned to Mr. Shirrell something that Mr. Beach had re-
marked about concerning the attitudes of Caucasians in th e Shenan-
doah area of Iowa where the latter had been visiting his farms dur-
ing the past week. Mr. Beach had declared that as far as he c ould 
make out that part of Iowa was very definitely against the br inging 
in of evacuees or any Japanese, and preferred Italian prison er labor. 
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Said ke: "I was frankly surprised at the prejudiced att itude among 
these Iowa people who have generally a pretty high educatio nal stan-
dard and are pretty intelligent people on the whole. Even d own at 
the Ames Agricultural College, the professors themselves s eemed on 
the whole to have an adverse opinion of Japanese." 

Shirrell: That's because no work has been done down in I owa. Of 
course, Iowa is not in our district and our office has noth ing to 
do with that state, but we've found from our experience tha t you 
can't start cold in a region and expect to get anywhere on the 
relocation program. Our office has been operating for almos t six 
months now, and most of that time has been spent in working on these 
states to gain a favorable view of the Japanese and the WRA reloca-
tion program. By working on a state, I mean sending out our  repre-
sentatives to speak before various organizations, conta cting employers 
and presenting the problem to them, gaining favorable news paper 
publicity; in other words, of doing public relations wo rk to cor-
rect people's ideas of what the Japanese are. Most of these p eople 
out here have never seen a Japanese, and when you menti on a Japanese 
to them, their immediate reaction is one of hostility or ske pticism. 
But once you start to tell them what we know, an entirely d ifferent 
attitude develops. The initial work has to be done. It takes time 
and it doesn't get jobs right nway, but it's the first step t hat 
has to be covered before employment can be had. North Dakota  was 
about as anti-Japanese a state as we've known, but we worked  on them 
and now we have no trouble finding employment for Japanes e evacuees. 
We feel that we're now about past the first stage of our p rogram, 
and our representatives can now go out and work on the proble m of 
finding employment. 

I suggest that you go in to see our man in Des Moine. He's 
under Verne ^ennedy who is running the Kansas City Regional office, 

but I have his address here. Tell himabout the Shenandoah s itua-
tion, will you? I'm sure he'd be glad to have the information. 

Mr. Beach got up to leave. 'There was still tjuite a crowd of 
mostly Nisei in the outer office as we walked out. Mr. Shirr ell 
walked with us as far as the gate, and everywne turned to look at 
us as we walked out. I suggested that M r . Beach and I might visifei 
the Friend's office, and he agreed that he would like to visi t -there. 

One of Mr. Beach's comments was that it was good to see the 
WRA office for it reminded him of the offices in Minidoka w here there 
were so many Nisei working with every sing, of effieiency. 

Going up the elevator of the building where the Friends'  have 
their office, we ran into three Nisei girls. I didn't recogn ize any 
of them, except one who smiled vaguely at me, but as it turne d out 
they were all persona shorn I knew or knew about quite well s ome time 
ago. The oldest of the three turned out to be Mae  Sara,  Iwao Hara's 
wife. I mentioned that she had been at Minidoka, and Mr. Beach's 
face immediately lit up and he remarked to them that he w as from 
Twin Falls. When 1 mentioned that he owned the Idaho Dept. S tore 
in T. F., the girls all recognized the name and they all fell i nto 
a conversation about mutual acquaintances and the conditi on back there. 
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I learned from Mae that the other two girls were the Kikos hima 
girls whose family I knew so well from Seattle. In fact, w e had 
lived only a few blocks from each other an Beacon Hill, and I  had 
known these girls as children although I didn't recognize th em now. 
She was bringing them up to the Friends' office because the y were 
interested in learning the address of some girl friend wh o v/as sup-
posed to be here in Chicago. Mae explained that she is now wo rking 
with the Baptist Mission and since this office is run and financed.. 
by both the Friends and the Baptifets, she has access to it. 

My conversation with Mae, and then with the Kikoshima girls 
ran about as follows: 

Myself: I heard that you were around here, and in fact I r an into 
James (Hara) just the other day. He gave us your address. 

Mae: Y e S i w e  live mn the West Side in the Laird Community House 
where I work. You must come over some time. Iwa is working at 
the Central YMCA as an auditor. He has a big name but it does n't 
pay much. Still, he's in the line of work for which he was trai ned 
and I guess that Ts an important thing. He likes his work and the 
people are very good to him. Maybe, he can find something mare 
better later on but I guess he'll stay where he is for the pre sent. 
You might go to visit him on the 17th floor. He has several N isei 
girls working there with him. I'm working at the Laird H ouse as 
a worker; it's a settlement house in the Polish-Jew distric t. We 
have our home there. Where did you say you met James? 

Myself: Michi and I saw him at the Art Museum. H e told us that 
he'd found an apartment in Evanston, and that he hoped to have 
Shuko and the baby up from Lincoln. That's nice isn't it? 

Mae: I didn't know that he'd found a place. Yes, Shuko's b een 
down in Lincoln with the baby. We haven't been able to keep in 
touch with Jim (she gave some vague reason about being busy or 
too far apart.) (Michi and I had talked to Jim four days prev ious-
ly,  and he had just found his apartment. Still, one might hav e 
thought that he would keep his brother informed of any ch ange of 
address.) etc 

I then turned to converse toith Hana Kikoshima whom I had known 
only as a little girl. Her older sister was just then talkin g to 
the secretary about the business for which they had come. 

Hana: H 0 w is your mother and May? We were living in the same area 
at Puyallup and saw each other there. I'm going to write my f olks 
and tell them that we ran into you. They'll be glad to hear t hat. 
My father and mother are still at Minidoka. My father could get a 
auto mechanics job out here, 1 guess, but he doesn't want to g a 
get too far away from the West Coast. He still has the house on 
Beacon Hill and the garage dovm. on the 12th, and he doesn't  want 
to get too far away from them. I guess he still thinks he'll go 
back there after the war. We came out early in May and got a job 
up in the north end of town. It's a suburb called Mundelein. 
We haven't seen any Nisei up there, we Bon't know any, althou gh 
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I did see a couple an the train coming down. You say that your 
sister and her husband are working in Winnetka? I wonder if th e 
couple were they? Oh, we don't get lonesome because there's the 
two of us working in the same home. The people are nice to us. 

I had asked to see Togo Tanaka, and he approached us just at 
that moment. Mr. Beach and  1  sat down for about a half hour chat. 
There were some Nisei waiting to see Togo, but Mi*. Beach se emed 
very favorably impressed with Togo's remarks and seemed dis inclined 
to budge from the office. He inquired about the workings of the 
office, what was being accomplisehd, the kinds of problem s encounter-
ed, and in general had Togo talking right along for some time. 
Togo, was a^usual, friendly and accommodating. I fianlly i nter-
vened and suggested that we look up Walt Godfrey for 1 felt t hat 
the Nisei must be impatient in the outer office for it wa s getting 
along towards four o'clock. 

In the other office, there we're Walt Godfrey and ^uriel Ferg uson 
It chanced that Ferguson had gone to Linfield College and kne w a 
good many friends from Twin Falls and that region. She is of course 
a very attractive person in personality. Walt, on the other h and, 
is a slow, easy going person much less impressive than Mu riel. 
One fact of interest was that Togo, Muriel and Walt all inde pendently 
made the point that you can't go into a community cold and ge t any-
where. This idea must be of general circulation among the se agencies 
for Shirrell had made the same comment. As Muriel put it, "W e've 
found that it makes fifty percent difference in the comm unities ifi 
trying to find housing for evacuees if you go in and tell t hem first 
about the Japanese and make the people see them as human indi viduals. 
But there was something a little different in the slant she p resented 
by contrast with what Shirrell had said. Muriel was emph asizing the 
fact that it makes an important difference whether the evac uees are 
presented as a group or as individuals. If they start to get ho us-
ing by remarking that they wre trying to find places for Japa nese, 
the tendency is for the other person to withdraw almost i mmediately, 
but if the prospective client is presented as an individual first 
and then it is explained that the person is Japanese, the res ponse 
is much more favorable. In other words, there is the probl em of 
selling the individual evacuee as a personality and of ov ercoming 
the stereotyped notions about Japanese. 

This business of stressing individual values seems espec ially 
characteristic of the work in the Friends' office. Walt G odfrey 
makes the same point in a different way, that if there is t o be 
any program of integrating the evacuees into the Caucasian society, 
it can't be done by treating the evacuees as a group and prese nting 
them to Caucasians as a group, but by introducing individu al per-
sons to Caucasians and trying to give the foundation for i ntimate 
contacts between them. I think M r . Beach agreed that this was the 
only possible way of getting around the problem of trying to assimi-
late Japanese into American society. 

It struck me that Mr. Beach is always loathe to leave the com -
pany of Nisei, whereas he seems much less interested in Cauca sians 
even if they are working on the same problem in which he has i nter-
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est. Last night, for example, he stayed at out place until about 
12:30 talking to the young people that were there. It's a lways the 
same. Whenever he finds an interesting Nisei, he lingers o n and 
on, and he is never through asking questions about their li fe. 

Togo mentioned an interesting case of loneliness during ou r 
conversation with him. An Issei came into the Friends' offic e the 
other day, and it seemed that all he wanted was to find someo ne to 
whom he could talk Japanese. He was lonely for Japanese (Is sei) 
contact. Observing his need, Togo let him talk on for one hou r in 
Japanese. When Togo told the old man of some Issei from Los A ngeles 
who had expressed their intention of coming to Chicago, the old 
fellow wanted to know who they were and when they would arrive . It 
seemed he could hardly wait for the their arrival. 

Mr. Beach invited me to his room at the hotel, and suggested at 
the same time that I call Michi and go to dinner in Chinatown w ith 
him. He was hoping there might be some Sukiyaki house here, b ut 
I was sure there was none open any longer. Some of Mr. Beach's 
observations are of interest for they indicate the Caucasia n view 
of Japanese as seen through rather keen and observant eye s. 

Mr. Beach: It seems to me that married couples who are coming out 
are very fortunate. They 1re probably less troubled by loneliness 
than those who are alone in this city. Take the young peop le who 
were at your place last night, l felt that both Tom and Rose , and 
Morris and Margie, not to mention you and Michi, would be less  well 
adjusted here if you had come alone. As it is, you at least hav e 
someone to share your life, and even troubles, with you. 

(Mr. Beach has an 4mntin»nMn insatiable curiosity about eve ry 
Nisei he meets and talks to. He wants to know where they ca me from, 
what fthey were doing before evacuation, what they are doing now, 
what kind of personality he has, etc., etc., and^then contr ibutes 
his own observations about the individual waiting for me t o confirm 
or correct him. Hence, our discussions were filled with des criptions 
and analyses of personalities, and he was forming his judge ment^on 
the basis of his observations and our discussion.) 

Mr. Beach: 0 n e thing I've observed about Japanese, and which I've 
also read in the books on Japanese that I've been going throu gh,is 
tne general observation by Caucasians that they invariably  find Ja-
panese girls  '  all quite attractive, but that they have varying opinion s 
abouo the men. Mrs. Beach and I have discussed this poin t, and we're 
agreed that almost every Nisei girl we've met has presented something 
that we've found attractive in them, but there's much more variation 
in our likes and dislikes concerning the men we've met. We'v e found 
this true of the Issei, too. It seems to me that the basis of at-
tractiveness in the Japanese girls is their extreme tactful ness. 
The girls are never obtrusive, they're mostly modest, and you never 
find them getting under your feet in any way. Almost every bo ok I've 
read that s written by non-Japanese mentions the fact th at the Japan-
ese women are attractive, and I recall one book I read rec ently which 
declared that almost any nationality of men could marry a J apanese 
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woman and find her a desirable wife. 

Mrs. Beach and I have made some interesting observations o f 
Heidi and Tosh (the latter works for them as a domestic a nd the 
former is her sixteen year old sister whom the Beaches have u rged 
to live with them.). For a long time we worked on Heidi to try to 
get her to sit with us in the parlor as a part of the famil y. We 
wanted her to feel entirely at home with us, but we didn't want to 
force her. For a long time Heidi wouldn't come out to the parl or 
although we used to suggest it occasionally. Gradually she g ot to 
the point where she would sit on the parlor davenport with our 
daughter,01wen, and sometimes I'd come to find them sitti ng to-
gether reading on the davenport. But as soon as I'd get hom e, 
she'd disappear into her room or the kitchen. One day I sugg est-
ed to her after dinner that I'd like to sit in the parlor and r ead 
if someone would play the phonograph music for me. Heidi jum ped 
at the chance and stayed there playing the records. In this w ay 
we've drawn her out so that she now comes in and joins us in the 
jaaEiHE living room. 

But as soon as the situation changes, she disappears. If a 
friend of ours should drop in, or anyone not a memeber of the family 
cons s in, she'll leave the room immediately. If I should go t o the 
door to answer a bell, and a friend comes through the door that  I 
want to infiroduce to Heida, she's gone by the time I turn arou nd. 
I don't know how she gets away so quietly, but that's the tact ful-
ness of the girls that I speak.of. Even in withdrawing from a  room 
they do it with so little noise and show that you hardly kno w when 
they've left. (It should be mentioned that Heidi, although o nly 
sixteen, is already a very pretty and attractive young girl, and 
is the type of person that Mr. Beach no doubt would feel pro ud to 
present to guests, but she is also extremely shy.) Tosh is of 
course older and less shy, but she has were tactful ways too. 
Often after we take the girls with us on a trip somewhere, the fa-
mily likes to sit down in the living room and talk over th e things 
we did and saw. We do that especially when Mrs. Beach wasn't able 
to go with us. But I've noticed that on these occasions Heid i will 
nov/ sit down with the rest of us, she's gotten to the poiii t where 
she joins in with the rest of us, but Tosh, in spite of the fact 
that she's older than Heidi, never takes a seat v/hen we'r e around 
but she rather goes behind the place where  H eidi has seated herself 
and talks to us that way. Japanese women seem to have an extre mely 
subtle sense of what is proper, and they seldom seem to make an er-
ror of propriety. 

The men on the other hand seem to vary. Some are arrogant, 
others are boastful; in any case there are definite person alities 
that you may like or dislike among the men. Last night, for e x-
ample, I had a feeling that almost any Caucasian would immedi ately 
take a liking to Tom, whereas not everyone would think as we ll of 
Morris. Morris is a find fellow; I like hin\very much. Yet, t here*s 
a definite personality there which not everyone would l ike on first 
ac  quaintanc  e  ship. 
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On the other hand, all the girls who were there, Margie, R ose 
and Michi, I felt were all immediately attractive. They'r e modest, 
very considerate of others, and it's difficult not to like them. 
One thing I've noticed about the Japanese girls, not true o f the 
Nisei fellows, is that if I ask an question and keep probin g for 
deeper and deeper analytical answers, I frequently reach a  point 
very quickly 7/here the girl seems confused and replies, " I don't 
know, and shuts up like a clam. This isn't true of all the gi rls; 
for instance, girls like Michi and Waka and the girl we met t oday, 
Mae ttara, seem to be like American girls, intelligent ones, in th at 
respect. But a great many of the Nisei girls are like that. I 've 
found that true in the case of Tosh and Heidi, and I've encountered 
that so often at times when the girls had started to say some thing 
that I felt was a gem of an idea, that I tow let them go on wit hout 
interrupting them with questions. I'm afraid that if I rai se any 
questions, they'll react with that characteristic perplex ion, and 
stop talking just when they're about to say something that I want 
to know. 

I ran into the same thing last night when Margie was talking. 
She was saying something that I found interesting and I raise d a° 
question about it, but immediately she stopped her convers ation," 
showed that appearance of confusion, and then shut up aft er saying 

I don't know". I've felt that Japanese girls, on the whole, with 
the exception of the type of girls I've mentioned, aren't in clined 
to be uncomfortable in abstract discussions where you pile  abstrac-
tion on top of abstraction until it's difficult to find a co ncrete 
base for it. The boys aren't like that. You can probe and pro be, 
and most of them are likely to pursue the thing with you. 

_ Another thing about Nisei girls is that they seem to take 
things very literally. It's difficult to joke or tease wi th them. 
More than once^I've tried to tease our girls and found that t hey 
took what I said seriously, that I'd even hurt their feelin gs on 
some occasions, that I've refrained from that habit in the i? presence 
i iound that the case even when I'm teasing someone other th an them-
selves. .-hat Mrl Shirrell said today, that the Japanese ar e a peace 
loving people, is also true, I believe, They'll go to anv amo unt of 
trouble to avoid trouble. Any situation that can be handled without 
causing a disturbance, I rather think they'd do all that' s necessary, 

lit  r ? q ? 1 P e S a
n ff ea i,  d * a l ener &Y> to sidestep an open con-

flict. My girls are like that. They don v t like to see a crisis 
boldly presented to them. I noticed that-once when one of the vounp-
iMisei girls came to visit our girls. Neither Tosh nor H e idi like 
this girl very much, but they don't like to tell her not to com e so 
they see her now and then when she drops over. 0 n this occasion I 
was teasing this girl about her boy friends-—and I suppo s^ that'I 
may have teased her a bit pointedly since she hadn't been cond ucting 
herself as ̂well as she might h a v e — , but I noticed that there  was 
an expression of anxiety and pain on Tosh and Heidi's faces, as if 
I were directing my remarks to them instead of to this other girl 

w e r e  P u t t i n S themselves in this other girls shoes 
and feeling directly all that I was saying to her. 'They don't  like 
to be teased, and they don't like to be around when I'm teasin g or~ 
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joking a little pointedly with others• 

But I think it ! s that very sensitiveness which makes the girls 
so tactful and charming. 

Regarding the matter of literaliiess on the part of Nisei g irls, 
I Tve read somewhere that the Japanese tendency to interpret t hings 
literally comes from the importance of the sigg in their lang uage. 
That is, because of the importance of Japanese characters i n their 
writing, their language is influenced by  fcke-  literalness of inter-
pretation. ( I questioned this hypothesis because it se emed too 
simple an answer to the problem, and suggested that the synta x of 
the language might have even more to do with it, and possibl y most 
important the psychology of social relations in Japan.) 

I've wanted H e idi to get to know some of the Caucasian girls 
in Twin Palls and hoped that she might make contacts.in sc hool. 
But there's a Nisei girl in the same class in high school with hers, 
taking some of the same courses as she, who lives about a bloc k away 
from our place, ^eidi and she have gotten into the habit of  getting 
together every morning to go to school with each other, and coming 
home together. I've never said anything to Heidi because I 've felt 
that if I suggested she walk to school with other girls, she  would 
take me literally and try to follow that out but at the same t ime 
would feel that I objected to her friendship with this othe r girl. 
Yet, if this other girl had not been there, and  H eidi was alone in 
this district, she'd probably have made friends with whom t o walk 
to school. It might have been hard at first, but soon it would have 
become the normal part of her life to seek companionship wit h some 
of the Caucasian girls. I believe both girls are in sereral of the 
same classes and they probably sit together. 

My feeling is that the only way in which the Japanese are g oing 
to become accepted is for them to make personal acquainta nces with 
Caucasians. In that respect, it would be better for the ev acuees 
to resettle in smaller towns, like Twin Palls, where they ca n make 
personal contacts. Here in Chicago, I'm sure that most of t he Nisei 
feel the impersonality of the city, and they probably appre ciate 
the fact that they find themselves lost in the city. I'm sure -that 
in Twin Palls, Y/henever there are Nisei or Japanese walking down 
the street, the Caucasians are conscious of it. I know that I 'm 
aware of the Japanese in the smaller towns back there, and I suppose 
l look at them with curiouity or interest. But, on the other hand, 
just at Tom and Hose got to know people in Fruitland where t hey were, 
I think there's more opportunity of becoming an accepted p art of a 
community in places like that than in a city like Chicago whe re no-
one pays any attention to you, and even Caucasians don't kno w their 
neighbors. 

In looking back over the relocation and evacuation, I recal l 
the initial pleasure I felt at my first contacts with the Jap anese, 
^rior to that time, I'd saarcely known a Japanese. On the Univ ersity 
of Californi a campus when I was there a good many years ago, th ere 
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were some Japanese on the campus and I used to see them aroun d, but 
they went around in their own group and I never had the oppo rtunity 
of getting acquainted with them. Practically speaking, I kn ew nothing 
about the Japanese of the Pacific  G oast. The coming  tof  the  J apanese 
to Sunt, of course, caused quite a disturbance to a small town  like 
Twin Falls. It brought enormous numbers of workers there to buil<£ 
the center, and then the WRA was bringing a population there a bout 
whom the Idaho people of that area knew nothing. The initial re-
action was prcfebly one of hostility to the idea. But I ca n recall 
the day when Mr. Stafford invited a group of us from Twin Pal ls down 
to Hunt to look over the project. 

That day when I walked into tie administration offices and s aw 
all those Nisei girls and fellows working for all the worl d like any 
other American group of young people might be found working at such 
a place, the girls in their very neat slacks and outfits that m ade 
them very attractive, all those Nisei young people coming to talk to 
us with a brand of English that couldn't have been distingu ished 
from that of any other American, and the sight of the effi ciency 
and thoroughness with which they had created an office orga nization 
out of nothing, it awakened something in me that hadn't b een aroused 
for some time. It did me good to come in contact with all those 
people who showed themselves of a high type of intelligenc e and 
manners.  I Mr.  Beach had been brought up near an Indian Reserva-
tion in Northern Idaho, and at one time took a minor in ethonol ogy 
under Kroeber. He had given up an opportunity of going into th at 
field in favor of taking over his father's business, but the native 
interest in culture and human beings must have been latent in him 
all these years.) I think 1 was surprised that day to see what 
kindof people the Japanese were, for we'd heard about them in the 
newspaper and yet in Idaho we'd hardly ever come in conta ct with 
them. I was impressed, as I say, by the efficiency and in telli-
gence of the people, and I'm quite sure that was the reacti on of 
most of the other people who went with me though they may no t have 
stopped to analyze their personal feelings about the matt er as I did. 

It all comes back to me of the first few friends we made at 
Hunt, the gradual development of the project and of the man ner in 
which it settled! down to an organized life, the first ti me we took 
some Japanese girl to work in our home all that is very pleas ant 
to recall for it brought something into my life that wasn't t here 
before. 

(Mr. Beach mentioned something about the inferiority feel ing 
among Nisei, and I asked him if he thought there was more o f it 
among Nisei than among others.) Yes, I'm sure there is more of it 
among Nisei, i think most Nisei are conscious of an inferio r status 
in this country. If I were a Nisei, I'm not sure that I coul d live 
under that burden. It's a terrible thing to bear. 
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We were expecting Nobu and Kaz today, so I spent the morning 
and early afternoon doing as much of the work as possible bef ore 
they came so that I might have everything cleared up befor e they 
arrived. 

Nobu and Kaz called from the WRA office at noon to tell us thev 
would be on hand around 2;0)0. They had dropped in there t o tell 
Mr. Shirrell .how they had fared in their first week of work at the 
Bridges homoJ The WRA office reports that most of their dome stic 

^^^workers have given favorable accounts of their work situ ation, al-
though the same cannot be said of other workers. This is no d oubt 
to be explained by the greater security, savings possibili ties, 
and better housing and feeding that most of them get in the se homes 
for which they work than is true of those who are maintaining inde-
pendent home's. Moreover, it seems that most Chicago emplo yers of 
domestics are not very demanding and the work is thus not very hard. 
I suppose the prosperous condition of many of these business  fami-
lies at present also helps by making the employers less con scious 
of the amount they are spending on their help. 

In any case, Nobu and Kaz arrived in the afternoon smiling and 
obviously happy with their situation in the Bridges home at Winnetka. 
Mr. Bridges, President and owner of_the Hydrox Ice Cream Co. and 
Vice Pres. of the Associated Dairy Products which has Kraft Cheese 
and others as subsidiaries, is apparently the most difficu lt person. 
He wants things just so, and he seems to like putting on the a irs 
of a "big shot"_but he is at heart a good man according to Nobu 
and Kaz. -rs• Bridges is very nice, bhe used to be a nurse or 
social worker or something when she was young, before Mr.  Bridges 
made his pile, and the informal attitude toward conventio ns and 
class differences which she undoubtedly developed in t hose days 
still persists. Where Mr. Bridges is fastidious about the w av in 
which meals are served, the home is kept up, etc., Mrs. Bridg es 
is extremely informal in her demands upon the domestics. T here is 
also a son of about thirty-four years who is now in the Army in  a 
near by camp but who still makes his home at the Bridges. The chief 
concern of the Bridges, it seems, is to get the son married off . 
On the other hand, the sonxxseem s entirely indifferent to th e 
idea much pd^ferring the development of his interest in his s tudies 
in engineering and in his avocation, outdoor life. This so n apparent-
ly spent much time before his induction into the Army with a  Boy 
Scout troop of which he was a scoutmaster. This son" too is i nformal 
about the home, being more like his mother than his father. F inally, 
there is an adopted girl in the home, about twenty-one years old, 
who was picked up in a tenament home in Chicago on one of Mrs . 
Bridges frequent visits to the slum areas of the city. It was Mrs. 
Bridges habit in her younger days, she is now over sixty, t o spend 
time promoting welfare work among the wealthy people, and s he came 
upon this girl during one of her tours. Nobu describes the a dopted 
daughter as a very nice person who is helpful to them idsu ggesting 
to them the way things are done about that home.  i 

It seems that Mrs. Bridges has not been very well in health 
for the past several years. After they lost their last dome stic, 
a colored couple, she was unable to get anybody to replace th em 
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and it seemed for a while that it would be necessary for the 
Bridges to give ut> their home and move to a hotel. This was  the 
doctor's advice on the grounds that Mrs. Bridges might lo se her 
life if she attempted to continue keeping the house herself . The 
place has some nine rooms, including the maid's room, and it is 
filled with furniture. It seems, therefore, that the Bridg es were 
more than happy to get Kaz and Nobu to work for them, 

Kaz and Nobu cannot understand why the Bridges should wa nt 
to hire a couple for the work around their home, for there gius t 
isn't enough to do to keep busy all day. Moreover, there is a 
washerwoman who comes in twice a week to do the washing o f the 
family Mrs. Bridges has even told Nobu to throw in their was hing 

, and there is a gardener who takes care of the outside. Since 
the Bridges entertain very little, there isn't enough wor k for the 
two of them to keep busy all day unless they make work. Still, there 
seems to be no complaint on the part of the employer, and the y even 
tell Kaz and Nobu to take things easier than they have been do ing. 
Kaz, for example, has insisted on vacuuming the rugs, Orient al and 
Other fine rugs in which Mr. Bridges has some interest, espe cially 
because the two Setter dogs which they keep around the house leave 
dog's hair all over the place, But Mrs. Bridges urges Kaz not to 
work so hard on the rugs for fiear that he will take all the nap off 
these expensive rugs. So Kaz spends his time washing the w indows 
or the car, and polishing one thing or another. 

Nobu finds the Bridges taste for food very simple and easy 
to cook for. They have tremendous quantities of food in the base-
ment in their private refrigeration system: pounds and poun ds of 
frozen chikcen, butter, ice cream, etc. They are so well fed  that 
Nobu and Kaz hardly know what to do with all the food given t hem. 
Although  they  have turned over their ration book to their employer, 
no trouble on this score seems likely to develop under the s ircum-
stances. 

From their view, it seems that the domestic work they have 
chosen was a wise selection, for they are now making |150 a  month 
clear, and there is little to spend it upon out there. In f act, 
Mrs. Bridges has somewhere got hold of the notion that all e vacuees 
have been left penniless by the evacuation a helpful no tion for 
Caucasians to have and every time that Kaz goes out, and ev en on 
the occasion today when they left to visit town, Mrs. Bridg es in-
quires  every  time whether they have enough money in their pockets. 

It seems that Mrs. Bridges is a very humane sort of individu al. 
The other day her son heme home to announce that the Army post where 
he is had been warned to be prepared for instantaneous d uty in the 
event a race riot developed in this region. The announcement was 
based on information that a race riot was developing near S vanston, 
and it was believed that the riot would spread down to Chic ago. 
Kaz, who was uninformed about ill this, was sent down to Ev anston 
to do some purchasing by Mrs. Bridges, and after she had sen t him 
off, she recalled the story of the pending race riot. She t hought 
that she might have sent Kaz off to get caught in the midst of i t, 
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and she phoned to the grocery she had sent him to, although she 
failed to hear of his arriving there, and she wept with anxi ety 
until he returned somewhat later. 

This story about the potential race riot may be connected wit h 
the story that LuVerne Conway told us of the shooting of a colored 
boy  by  a white cop that took place over in Washington Park. The 
boy, whom the cop was chasing for some reason, was shot in the back 
and killed, Several meetings are said to have taken place in the 
colored district on the other side of Coibtage Grove, and onl v the 
wise leadership of some Negroes prevented the spreadin g of the 
hostile sentiment that was created among some of the Ne groes of that 
district. There is apparently quite.an antagonistic feeli ng develp-
ing among the Negroes since the Detroit riots. 

Nobu and Kaz thus are well pleased with their situation at 
present. They are at once impressed by the apparent wealth t hat 
is all over the Bridges home, and also amused by the eccent ricities 
in the home. Although there is little to do around there duri ng 
the leisure hours, they are not particularly lonesome since they 
are there together. Kaz wanted to go to church last Sunday, but 
the work hours on Sunday morning ismsi somewhat conflict s with 
the church-going hours. 

We hurried downtfcwn before the Express office should cl ose 
so that we might arrange to have their trunk transferred to Win-
netka. Then we dashed over to China town for a Chinese dinner . 
This was the second Chinese dinner in two days for Michi and m yself, 
but it was one of the tastiest we Td had down there. Kaz was amazed 
at the cheapness of the dinner, for the same dinner in Seat tle would 
have cost fifty percent more. His first Question before we we nt down 
was, "You don't suppose we'd get poisoned do you," and he w as more 
or less serious in asking. 

We stopped long enough at a Chinese merchandise s<bore to p ick 
up some green tea which isn't available anywhere else and 
which my mother has asked for. We got down to the Northwest S tation 
just in time to see Mr. Beach off for Idaho. The station wa s crowd-
ed as usual with soldiers and other passengers. I was sorry to 
see him off for he was very kind to us all the while he was her e, 
and we feel that we know him ouite well now, 

Kaz and Nobu wanted to see Tom and Hose in their new apartment 
downstairs from us, so we dropped in. Tom was out to evenin g school, 
but Rose entertained us. She seemed ver3̂  well pleased with their 
new stat ion, and particularly with the way Mrs. Morris has b een 
treating them. Rose mentioned that one reason they had quit their 
3wrk in the suburbs from where Tom used to commute* to the factory 
every day was because of "Tom's nervousness" and the El. r ides 
upset him too much. 
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„ IT® Y a s l l t t l e d o i n S today during the day. X spent most of 
the day typing up stuff that had piled up over the week? In our 
discussions of the staff this afternoon, the talk turne d to the 
question of how and when the segregation in the relocation centers 
T ^ J ^effected X am myself almost convinced that Tule Lake is 
to be the spot where the "disloyal" ones are to be sent. B ut I 

7 V h e  P°? s i b i l " ies of resistance on the part of evacu-
ees when the segregation program starts. If the population o f Tule 
Lake is to be divided, there is bound to be hostilities c?opp ln^ 
up between the factions, and I shouldn't be surprised if th ere  fs 
not another wave of terrorism as there was during the regis tration 
One may already anticipate the kinds of question! that w ill be 
raised among the evacuees. 

lie down^at f J f ^ T I  a t t e n d e d t b e i¥RA  Conference with Tom and Char-
down at 326 Pi. Jackson. Most of the neople in the audienc e 

were WHA representatives, but there were a scattered few f rom other 

Robert'frase of ̂ h V ' ^  o  -  Th ® "sousstoS stlrted w i th^ «ooert  i  rase of the .Employment Division giving a brief summarv of 
a jomittee in the WRA now planning to gather all a v f i l a ™ ^ o r -
mation on areas of possible relocation. This is to be used S edu-
cating the evacuees to the possibilities that are to be foun dta 

I ^ t
1 0 U M - a - e ? * / r 8 S e p U t s o n t h e a i r a  solSLtioaSed S c o r e d 

f J m l w h n ^ A t ^ i  h e S t ^ i k e S m e a s a y o u n S academic sort of ind[f 
ably somewhat  1  imi. ted* Per 1 e n c e  - field of emplo.vment is prob-

Smeltzer was/tfegH on the program talking on resettlement „ n* 
integration procedures in a sml l community . T h e question  h « \ T 
^ f ^ 0 i s  ^ e method by which evacuees m l H e d r a ^ ¿ut 
into the Caucasian community. His main points dealt with (a ) the 

s e t S n ? " f h w S ® " * ^ ^ 0 ? 6 6 8 11,1:0 ? h e i r n e w  comm^itl of re-settlement, (b) the work that is already being done toward"t hat 
" r i S i Z K ^ t  n 6 e ? S t o b e d o n e 111  a small 8coZ^ii?y toward this 

Sni-n  S
+

m Bl t z e T  ^presses me as an individual who" is well la-
tent  ion ed but who carries too much missionary zeal to be effect ive 
among resettle«. One of his emphases was upon the part of t he 
church in establsihing relations between Japanese ¿ndCa ucasims 
and although there was much criticism both from IhfwRA ren r ^n l 
was Tustflied Vubjedt , I felt that Smeltzlr 
^ L l ^ t T M u t a n t role the church is playins- in this 
whoPuphkd the S;iew rh v?t'^ he o n l V ° n - ° h U r o h  "ppes i ta t i™ there «no upnexa tne view, yet it seems to me that one can too much c riti 

Caucasian^ocietv lf^wp ° ^ bring rese?t?ers into Caucasian society. if we look at the history of the evacuat ion 

t h ; o u " o u t e ? h i f t h S g r ° U p s W h 0 h a ™ supported the evacuees 
franklv sun-nn-rtArt th ' ̂  s e e m s t h a t t h e o n l y social group that has 

^ ^ h f ^ " f 0 1 8 ? 8 m i K h t b e d ^ected  aga inst  them on ot te f scores' 
- American people with sufficient altruistic interests 

i L M t H 6 t h S J a Pa n e s e  their group. SuggestionsarfblSf Sade 
that other groups such as hobby groups under the public park f o Z 
supervision, should be brought into play in the effort a t ^ t e " ' 
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tfcion; but the matter of finding groups that will help the J apan-
ese make their social adjustments, apart from those with so me re-
ligious interests, is a different matter. 

'The point of criticism that may be made against Smeltzer and 
his kind is their zealousness in emphasizing the need for  integra-
tion into the larger community. Smeltzer seems to argue tha t the 
appearance of evacuee groups is an extremely dangerous thin g, but 
while this may be true, the fact is that the appearance of Ni sei 
groups cannot be prevented. The extreme concern that was evi denced 
in todays discussion on the problem of how to bring about t he assi-
milation of resetters, and all the bickering arguments oye r matters 
of procedure in this connection, seem to arise from the idea listic 
hope of these men that this thing can be accomplished in one ma jor 
offensive upon the resettlers. Assimilation will inevitab ly take 
place slowly, education and propaganda in favor of assimil ation is 
all to the good, but the effort to force this thing aannot come to 
3SH8 any happy ending. 

Smeltzer also mentioned the program for counselling that is to 
be initiated by the Church Federation and the Council of M inisters. 
Tom and others^ justifiably criticized the use of minister s for the 
counselling program. Certainly, it is desirable that peop le with 
a wider breadth of vision than most ministers possess on th e matter 
of advising on social adjustment problems should be includ ed on this 
counselling program. But here again, who other than the ch urches 
will actively go about setting up a program of eounselling . The 
WRA needs to do some of this work, yet there is nothing from t he 
WRA office showing an inclination in this direction. 

The final speaker was Reverend Kita^awa (Father Dai) who i s 
visiting here on a tour of the Hid- West from Tule Lake. He gav e 
the best talk of the evening on the problems of interviewin g evacuees, 
and here he emphasized the sensitiveness and "immaturity" in facing 
objective reality that has become the condition of evacuee s since 
their experience in the sheltered circumstance of the relo cation cen-
ter. 

period 
The discussion/again brought out the>most interesting pha se 

of the talk. Shirrell opened with a ouestion on how to cut dow n 
on the time of interviews in the WRA office. He has found t hat 
onlv after half an hour or more of interviewing does one fi nally 
come upon the basic difficulties that are troubling individ uals who 
come in ̂for consultation. 'Why isn't it possible for the e vacuees 
to speak out immediately concerning' the thing they wish t o talk 
about? Father Dai struck at the heart of the problem in answ ering 
when he declared that people will only talk freely after t heir con-
fidance has been gained. But this point also bears directly o n the 
atmospherdpf the WRA office which I have often felt to be char acter-
istically that of a govt, office that is really too busy to t end to 
the individual needs and feelings of those who come for cons ultation. 
If there is this reluctance to talk on the part of the intervie wees, 
I rather suspect that it is the outcome of the extremely impe rsonal 
business-like atmospher of the place. 
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Still another ouestion was the problem of how to deal with 
individuals who might take a job that was offered by the WRA, but 
v/ho would return shortly thereafter with a plea of dissa tisfaction 
with what they had received and the wages they were getting. H ow 
is one to dea'l with Nisei who come in thinking they should rec eive 
salaries far beyond anything that may be expected of thos e who are 
just breaking into the employment opportunities offered he re in 
Chicago? Yatabe spoke up on this point indicating what he h as 
hea-r»d from evacuees that they are too often rushed to take jobs 
without being given ample time to think of whether they want the 
iob or not. Miss Ross, the WRA worker handling domestic situ ations, 
mentioned in this connection that she follows the policy of indi-
cating to the intervdewee the openings she has on hand and t hen 
of telling them to return again in a few days to make their d ecision 
after they have thought offer their problem. There is no qu estion 
that there is too much hurry on the part of evacuees to try to get 
settled. The pressures are undoubtedly on them to get settl ed and 
Into an organized way of life as soon as passible, but becau se of 
this pressure and the failure to get a good view of their ne w com-
munity in pretty broad perspective before making their ini tial de-
cisions, they make errors that later must be corrected. 

One thine: verv noticeable in the meeting was the lack of par-
ticipation on the r>art of the staff from the Friends' offic e, al-
though Fort, Godfrey, Ferguson, and MeKine were all ther e. I won-
dered how it was that Smeltzer was on the program but not the st aff 
of the Friends. And it was ouite evident that the Friend s' staff 
were for some reason resentful of the RA's handling of this m eet-
ing. McKine spent half his time in the meeting reading the ne wspaper. 
Fort was making some derogatory comments under his breat h. 

Ruth Young introduced me to Ruth Tsuji and asked me to see 
her as far as the I.C. station. The latter comes from Gila, i s now 
working in the WRA office, and lives somewhere out by 71st in the 
South 2nd. Mrs. Shirrell then mentioned to me that Mrs. Dr y, who 
is in the WRA office, is a very fine singer, and Michi and Mrs. Dry 
should get together. Mrs. Dry spoke of having a young boy (Nis ei) 
of sixteen working in her home and attending school out at Oak Park. 
She signed his papers for entrance into the local school, an d thus 
was able to avoid the non-residence fee reouired of all stud ents 
whose legal guardians are not in the municipality. 

Charlie seems much concerned about the number of Nisei aroun d 
the city. When we were coming down on the El. Tom and I ran i nto 
him. We had previously met another Nisei on his way to the me eting. 
Charlie first' sat down with us on the SI. and then moved ov er into 
a seat by himself. He later expressed his disgust at having me t some 
four Nisei on the El. coming down, and it is evident that he^s huns 
Nisei whenever possible. What is it that makes him so oonsci ous of 
the presence of Nisei groups here in Chicago. Certainly, he must 
have" gone with some Nisei groups in San Francisco. 
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I hurried over to the Brent House to meet Rev. Kitagawa sin .ce 
ha asked that we get together for_a chat on the problems of th e cen-
ter and the relocation program, 1 used to visit the Brent h ouse 
on occasion when I was here before, and it seemed that the plac e 
hadn't changed a bit since I was last there. Tom, who was to join 
us, was not there when I arrived, and Father Dai and I sett led down 
to'talk of things that were especially uppermost in his m ind. 

Since leaving Tule Lake, Father Dai has visited Denver and 
Minneapolis where'he has seen something of the relocati on situation 
although much of his time in both places were taken up with a ttend-
ing Episcopalian conferences. The point that impresses hi m in the 
adjustment of evacuees is that they need to assume a more far  sight-
ed perspective of what they are to accomplish by their relo cation. 
Too many young people seem to him to be feoo much concerned with 
immediate'monetary gains, and between the choice of takin g something 
that may pay in the future and something else that may pay wel l im-
mediately, the tendency of most evacuees to select the latt er. If 
the resettler finds nothing that lives up to his high monetar y ex-
pectations, however, he gives up too easily and begins imme diately 
to think in terms of returning to the shelter of the center . 

Father Dai illustrated his point by using the case of Ches ter 
Ogi. Chester came out here without a definite job opening an d as 
he  looked around for an opening he feegan to inquire into the Fi nnish 
Cooperatives for some reason. The general idea of going in to Coop 
work was in his mind as he started looking for a job for he ha d seen 
something of it in Tule Lake and was interested in learn ing^more 
about it, but why he should have become interested in the Fin nish 
Coop is unexplained, for people he knew the Finnish Coop s warned 
him that the Finns were a rather clannish group who weren't li kely 
to open up jobs to outsiders. In any case, he made inquiries  of 
the Finnish Coop in Superior, Wis., and after talking to th e Presi-
dent of the organization half convinced him that he had pos sibilities 
He then talked"further to the secretary explaining his int erest in 
Coors and his willingness to work, and asked if he might not be given 
a job. The secretary finally remarked that it wasn Tt a question of 
whether he could be given a job, but rather of what kind o f job he 
wanted. Chester replied that he wished to learn all about th is Coop 
and was willing to start at the bottom. The secretary decl ared, "If 
that's the case, we're willing to take you on," and Chester has been 
since working in the warehouse. In fact, the organization was so 
favorably impressed by Chester that they decided to try out  some 
more Nisei and asked him for recommendations. 

Chester wrote to some of his friends telling them of openings 
in Coops, but warned all of them not to mention anything abo ut wages. 
When several of them replied, however, one of the fellow s wrote that 
he wanted <-¿500 per month. It was not until Father Dai hear d this 
from the secretary and communicated it to Chester that th e latter 
learned what had happened, and he declared, "So that's why the 
Secretary has been acting a little cool to me recently. I didn't 
know about the replies, but I told those fellows not to mention 

I 
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wages. Just because of that one fellow, I suppose the whole d eal 
fell through." And it was true that the secretary no longer s eemed 
enthusiastic about hiring more Nisei. 

The moral that Father Dai drew from this example was that t he 
Nisei shouldn't think so much injterms of what they can get immedi-
ately. In fact, it is impossible to command high' salaries in com-
panies of that kind from the beginning, but if one goes in w ith the 
intention of learning and of later working up, there should b e much 
more ample opportunity for the Nisei. All this requires cour age 
and foresight, but that is just what is reouired among the r esettlers 
when they leave the relocation center in search of positio ns on the 

„outside* 

lies 
Another interest which Father Dai seems to have/an the pro po-

sition that the future of Japanese resettlers, especiall y in"  the 
case of Issei,̂  is to be found in the farming areas of the  Mountain 
and Middle Western States. He wished to know what I thought was the 
future of agriculture, ma in the United States. I felt that t his 

was hardly a question that I could answer for there are so m any 
factors of economics as well as of sociology that enter i n such that 
I could hardly make a fair prediction. But Father Dai suppor ted his 
view with two assumptions, (a) that not even the most industr ialized 
of nations can ever be based on an economy that excludes ag riculture, 
and (b) that agriculture is a personal way of life that is psycho-
logically and morally more healthy than is an urban life. It does 
not seem to him that the Issei can adjust well to metropolitan life 
of the kind that is to be found in Chicago, and the farm commu nity 
would be preferable in contrast. A most important point with him 
is that resettlement must necessarily take place, in fi arge part, 
on a family unit basis, and farming affords the best oppor tunity 
for this type of resettlement. Part of the disorganizatio n result-
ing from resettlement is the disruption of family connect ions, and 
something needs to be done to preserve these basic relatio nships. 
Farming thus seems to afford an answer for many of the basic prob-
lems that confront the evacuees in the center. 

Of course, Father Dai starts with the assumption that reloca -
tion must necessarily take place. There seems no alternati ve to 
this. Obviously, if people wait too long, there will soon arrive 
the time when no resettlement can be effected, However, as of the 
date that Father Dai left Tule Lake roughly one month ago , there 
seemed to be no decline in the sentiment which prevaile d at the 
time we left against the idea of relocation. The sentimen t is, 
of course, primarily among the Issei, but even among the Nisei there 
seems to be a rather neutral stand on the question of resettle ment. 
One might guess that this Is due to the adverse pressure on t he part 
of Issei parents operating against the natural desire of yo ung people 
to get out from under the control of the relocation cente r. The 
Nisei are clearly restless, and anything that will al ter the balance 
of forces may be expected to swing opinion in one directio n or an-
other. Six months after the major outflow of Nisei resettl ers start-
ed in the center, there seems to be a tendency for this flow t o de-
cline in quantity. A basic reason is that the initial outf low was 
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principally among that group of Nisei who were probably the most 
assimilated, most progressive minded, and hence the most in clined to 
get out of the relocation center. The remaining ones tend to b e much 
more under parental control and they are therefore influe nced by 
Issei attitudes. Of course, there are other factors influen cing the 
decision pro or con. 

Michi was anxious to have Father Dai over for lunch since she 
would otherwise not have a chance to meet him. We had a plea sant 
but hurried lunch, the three of us, and Father Dai and I dash ed £ff 
for the afternoon meeting of the WRA Conference. 

The number of people present was if anything less than the 
evening before when I had expected a larger group than I sa w. A 
fair proportion were Nisei including people like Dr. Tas hiro, Rev. 
Yamazaki, Walter Hara and others who were not present the e vening 
before. Of the WRA representatives present, it seemed to me t hat 
it was those who were most conscientious in their effort to  do their 
best for the evacuees who were still in attendance. The eveni ng 
meeting yesterday was extremely sultry (summer heat) and I was not 
surprised that many were disinclined to attend the last mee ting. 
The Friends' staff were conspieuous by their absence. 

Redfield was the first speaker. He gave, what I thought, w as 
perhaps one of the two types of speeches that might be effect ively 
presented to an audience of this kind, that is, an inspira tional 
talk. 'The other possible type, as it seems to me, is the kind that 
analyzes the character of the people with whom the WRA is dea ling. 
But the kind of talks which frequently appears in this kind of dis-
cussion which I also consider the least fruitful since they l ead 
only to bickering and upholding of one's own view, is the di scussion 
of practical programs. In any case, Redfield gave an insp irational 
talk. What he was trying to solve was the question, "Why are w e, 
who have become concerned with this problem/ in this thing w hich 
has  ̂  very little regard and much hostility and difficulty invol ved 
in it2 ;i  Here is the point he was driving at. The Japanese in Ameri-
ca are the most exposed, the most vulnerable, of all the mi nroity 
groups in America. It is the group which the politicians o f the 
country may consider the weakest point, the easiest salien t to at-
tack and take. The members of the Caucasian group who become asso-
ciated with the problem of the Japanese in America are, t herfore, 
entering upon a task that has the least possible reward fo r its 
participants. 

Redfields andwer to his own question is that the problem of 
the Japanese in America is not an isolated problem but one f  that is 
involved in the whole political situation of the United Sta tes today. 
To illustrate he mentioned the case of the American Legion group 
which he attended one day at which the first, part of th e discussion 
was given over to means of defending the ideals of American d emocracy, 
the rights of man laid do?/n in the doctrines of Thomas Pain e, Jeffer-
son and others, and then the JLater part was given over to the * jues-
tion of how to chastige the Japanese in America. Redfield  points 
out that there was no consciousness in this group of the i nconsistency 
in their thinking, that the group was probably entirely sinc ere in 
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their hostility toward the Japanese thinking themselves justified 
m their way of thinking. The point of attack for those who re pre-
sent the Japanese is to uncover the confusion, the blindnes s, that 
hides the basic issue involved in this whole problem. The i ssue 
is that between the reactionary forces in the United States a gainst 
the progressive, and this is the only way in which to state th e 
problem so that the issues involved in this matter of resett lement 
mgy be made claar to the people of the United States. 

'The talk, presented with all the clarity and vigor of which 
Dr. Refifield is capable, called out something in me that I h adn't 
felt for some time. I felt that there was a purpose in this kho le 
business in which we are involved; not that Redfield's state ment 
was new, but that the clarity with which he stated the thine' and 
the clearness with which the vulnerability of the "enemy"  was pre-
sented, really thrilled me. Yet, after Redfield's talkf al though 
there was a fine round of applause, there was little discussi on" 

derived directly from what he had said. That is, it seemed 
that it found few responsive cords among the WRA representa tives 
present. I suspected that the WRA reps, were perhaps almost I s 
sympathetic to the Am. Legion point of view as" the Legionna ires 
themselves; at least, they had none of the clear percepti on of 
the problem that Redfield evidently had. 

Father Dai was introduced as the final speaker of the afte r-
noon he was talking on the subjec t of the "Problems of Reloc ation" 
and he discussed this in four phases, (a) the importance 'of reloca-
tion, (b) arguments of Issei against relocation, (c) a n eed ?or a 
philosophy of relocation, and (d) the practical possibili ties of 
relocation. Perhaps^the most important point, the one whic h brought 
out the most discussion, was the proposition by Father Dai that 
farming offered the greatest possible for family resettle ment for 
the reasons which are discussed above. Charlie'wasthefir st to 
attack this view on the grounds that although the Japanese are cus-
tomarily considered a farming people, the large percentage of them 
were involved in urban jobs on the West Coast. His position wa s 
that it is difficult to alter one's habits of work at this la te 
date. 

Charlie was attacked from all sides for this view, and ther e 
was only one WRA man who spoke in his defense. Most of those pr es-
ent agreed almost entirely with Father Dai on the propositi on he 
had put forward. Redfield, Shirrell, Hughes, Toshioka, Ken dall 
Smith and others all seemed to think that there was nothing wrong 
with the proposition put forward by Father Dai. However, in part 
I agree with Charlie that the effectiveness of the resettl ement 
to the farm depends in large part upon the kind of opportunit ies 
that are to be offered there, and how it compares with city o ppor-
n ^ f r , t f  ^ere are advantages economically in going to the city, 
1 doubt that regardless of the propaganda in favor of the far m 
the trend of movement will be otherwise. Moreover, there is s'limit 
to the number of farmers that may be absorbed with the presen t satu-
ration of farmers. Finally, as Charlie has argued, most Ni sei have 
not favored farming despite the general emphasis upon this occupa-
tion as an outlet for Nisei. It may be that Issei will look di fferent-
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ly upon farming as an occupation for the latter years of their 
lives, but i doubt it. I rather think that Charlie's predic tion 
is going to be vindicated in the long run. 

I n ^ g e ? e r a l t h e m e e t i n g seemed to have little influence upon 
those who had attended, and one suspects that most of the audience 
went home to pursue their activities right at the point where thev 

vjpa  w l ^ o u t altering their course a bit. A minor change 
in WRA policy may arise from the emphasis on farming as a pos sibility 
for family resettlement, but the , m had already been conside ring 
this possibility and the future of the program depends to a  laree 
aegree upon the openings that are mede for evacuees. 

Charlie was very much put out with the disposition that ha d 
been made of his question concerning the future of farming a mong 
Japanese "All they'll do is to create another group of mig ratory 
workers," was Tom's comment. We discussed the problem ove r the 
counter of an ice cream fountain where we stopped for a soda. 

The headlines carried shrieking announcements of the i nvasion 
of Sicily today by Allied forces. I was surprised and agreeab ly so 
for I had began to wonder, from the Russian demands of two we eks 
ago for a "Second Front", whether there was to be any furthe r in-
vasions this summer by the Allies. The military experts wer e de-
scribing the difficulties of further invasions this year, and I 
had assumed that the Russian comments were pointed at the All ies 
because of their knowledge that the Anglo-American forces were bed-
ding down for the winter just when they were anticipatin g a German 
attack upon the Russian front. But it now seems that the Russ ian 
news WQ.S for the benefit of the Axis to mislead them into thinking 
the Allies unprepared for further attack this year. And j ust as the 
Germans started their Russian campaign, the Allies attac ked at the 
back door. It strikes me that the Allies have a winning str ategy 
in this business of pinning the Axis from one side and then t he 
other. 
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I wanted to go to see the Japanese Church on North Michigan 
B2jvd., but because of the invitation to tea at the Ogburn s this 
afternoon, we decided against it. We wouldn't be able to ge t back 
in time. It was just as well, as we said later, for the rain be ^an 
to fall in torrents and continued for some time. 

I worked in the morning on notes that had bo be typed up. 
During and after lunch we turned the radio in on the Philhar monic 
program to listen to Eugene List play Gershwin's Rhapsod v in Blue 
I thought Michi might like this since this niece of Gershwin 's 
has been one of her favorites ever since she heard the compo ser 
himself play it. The consequences from Michi, however, was not 
what I expected. First, she criticized the pianist for pla ving 
it without feeling or sufficient feeling, and she illust rated by 
showing how certain of the pharases might have been turned to >-ive 
more of the tenderness which Gershwin must have felt in wr iting the 
composition.  & 

From this initial outburst, Michi went on to express what wa s 
more deeply agitating her, that is, the lack of a piano to pra ctice 
on. Although the Hughes's have given her access to their nia no 
she doesn't feel comfortable about going to use their nian o since 
tne nugheses are often home when she is around to practice, a nd Michi 
feels sorry for anyone who has to listen to her practicing. Mo reover 
for a pianist a home without a piano is extremely inconvenie nt for 
when one feels in the mood to do some practicing, the ni ano is not 
there to practice upon. As Michi put it, "It's as if you didn 't 
have a typewriter, or books." I agreed with her that somethin g has 
to be done about getting a piano in our home. But our place is too 
small for a piano, and since we are on the 3rd floor, there is ev en 
some conjecture as to whether we could get a piano up here. F ur-
thermore, we have also been wondering whether^ or  not" we  should  have 
mother and May as well as Shig here with us. In that event the 
cheapest way for all of us to live ife to have one large apar tment 
with four or five rooms; but if we are to move, there is no se nse 
in renting a piano now even if we could get it in by crowding. 

As our talk progressed, Michi was becoming more and more evid ent-
ly distressed, ¿he had been hoping that we might have a piano when 
we came out to Chicago, and she had thought that she would  trv to 
get a musicians position somewhere. But neither of these hop es had 
materialized.^ "If I don't have a piano to practice on, I c an't even 
apply^for a pianist's position since I wouldn't feel rig ht about 
applying unless I knew I could perform to my own satisfact ion; "and 
if Î don t have a job, I can't pay the rent of a piano. It's a 
visaious circle." She began to thumb through the want ad s thinking 
that she should perhaps take anything and earn  somF"  money~instead ° 

a s s h e h a s t m n o w ' " T h e things are now," she said, 
there's no purpose to life. I think every human being has t o havi 

some ̂purpose in l i fe^J The paradox that bothers Michi is that 
f ?. b e a pianist—in fact, almost her whole life has 

gone into perfecting that a r t — , but here in Chicago there is no 
way an which she may apply her training. In Seattle she had bu ilt 
up a routine of life that revolved about her piano work, of tea ching 
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of concert work and occasional playing for smaller groups , and a 
circle of friends who genuinely admired her talent.  ~  Here she has 
none of these. 

Michi continued, "I don't know whether it's a good idea for 
an3rone to tell the people in the centers to come out by all me ans. 
I think all this publicity about relocating is a mistake unle ss 
the person finds something worth coming to out here and has a defi-
nite goal in relocating. A lot of the people here are just mak ing 
enough to make ends meet, they're not saving anything, but wh at's 
the use of all that unless there's some gain out of it. In our 
family we never saved anything, but my mother and father alw ays 
provided us with enough so that we could advance in our music les-
sons and get our education. But people here can't even get th at 
much advantage out of resettling. Most of them just barely m ake 
enough to live on, and it's no different tkm from their cond ition 
in the centers." I argued with Michi that the people would ha ve 
to make the decision to relocate sooner or later, and certa inly it 
would be difficult to relocate at the end of the war. She admit ted 
this but still pursued the point that there was no use reset tling 
unless there was some purpose to it. "I'm so confused, I don 't 
know what' s best." 

Michi was unquestionably demoralized today. It started w ith 
hearing the piano music on the radio. But â Lot of things h ave 
been bothering her of late. As she says, she needs a purpos e in 
life, and this she does not have at present. 
teaching several young people with talent for the'piano/ 1 rather 
think she would be happy. Moreover, as she keeps the fami ly books 
on expenditures, she sees the economic problem that we fac e and that 
again disturbs her. She has come to feel that Kaz and Nobu are d oing 
the smart thing by taking a domestic job temporarily at wh ich they 
can earn $150 a month plus board and room, and save a large pa rt of 
their earnings. I sympathize with her position, and wish ab ove all 
that l could find something for her in the line of her traini ng. 
But that seems almost an impossible hope. Any kind of work tha t 
draws toer interest, however, would do. 

We spent so much time talking about all these problems, whic h 
also had its relationship to the question of relocating the r est of 
our family, that we were late getting dressed for Ogburn's te a. We 
didn't know  torho  were to be there, but when we arrived at the Ogburns, 
we discovered that he had invited only three couples, inclu ding us, 
to an informal tea. The ±BE other two couples were both gra d students 
and wives like ourselves. I wondered what Mrs. Ofeburn's a ttitude 
toward us might be, for I knew that she has middle class ideas and 
comes from the aristocratic caste-minded South, but,she w as very 
pleasant. It was pleasant sitting on their back porch ove rlooking 
their neat little garden, and Michi seemed to lose her mood o f de-
pression. 

The Falardeaux's, the French Canadian couple, invited us o ver 
to their home on the way back, and we spent a pleasant evenin g 
chatting about all kinds of things. 
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Togo 
This morning Louise Suski, the girl 20m recommended for a 

steno position with us, turned up. I didn't know what to exp ect 
from her name, for it certainly isn Tt Japanese, but there wasn't 
anything un-Japanese about her when she appeared. It now tur ns 
out that she's thirty eight, but she doesn't look it. She's qu iet 
and not very demanding, decalring all the time we were talking  to 
her about the job with us, that she wasn't particularly inter ested 
in the pay but that she wanted £0 get into research work. Th at's 
what whe's angling for with one or two companies here, but perhaps 
she thinks those possibilities are slim, and it may be that sh e 
hopes to get in with us on a more permanent basis. One interes ting' 
thing, she has a method of speed writing all her own, and she does 
very well with it. 

Michi seemed to have recovered today from her spell of moodi-
ness of yesterday. There were traces of it still, and there w as 
no cuestion of the presence in her mind of the problems that were 
disturbing her yesterday, but at least she seemed more che erful to-
day. In fact, she seemed to want to help me, and in a way sh e was 
apologetic for her own behavior of yesterday in an indire ct way. 
Many things about this city and her life here get her do wn, but 
I feel the important thing is that she get some kind of work i n 
which she may give expression to her natural talent in musi c, A 
musician needs an appreciative audience, and the change to perform 
for them occasionally. At least, Michi needs pupils on w hom to 
test her ability for teaching. Something there is lackin g. 

At Togo's invitation, I dropped into the Friends' office t o-
day hoping that I might be able to do some interviewing there. 
During the day time, most people are at work or busy doing som e-
thing, and it's difficult to get interviews except in such a for-
mal office where people come to get interviewed. Unfortuna tely, the 
place was extremely quiet this afternoon, and only about one person 
dropped in in all the time I was there. Yet, my time wasn' t mis-
spent for the young fellow who dropped in, a chap from Pomona and 
Heart Mountain named ICahn Nakano whom Togo apparently knew from 
Los Angeles, was in an unloading mood. He talked frequentl-- freely 
about himself and even volunteered information where Togo m ade no 
effort to inquire. 

Kahn struck me as being a pretty well adjusted sort of young 
fellow. Externally, he was a bit of a "smoothy" and dre ssed nattily 
in the appropriate sports clothes and wore a mustache on a s mooth 
youngish face. I suspect there must be a bit of hidden van ity some-
where, and certainly there is sufficient self consciousn ess to keep 
up appearances. But from his conversation about himself, on e got 
the idea that he was less self assured than he gave evide nce of, and 
more introspective than his verbosity would lead one to bel ieve. 
He reads good books and is interested in classical music. He h as 
opinions, and wants to express them. I spotted him as a g ood case, 
and intend to follow up the introduction which Togo$: gave me. 

I noticed in this fellow what I have noticed in other Nisei, 
that the bulk of them don't know definitely the goals they ar e seek-
ing here in Chicago, but have a general idea of what the y want to do 
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and accomplish. In the effort to define for themselves th e exact 
^ goals they are to pursue, there seems to be a considerable amount 

of trial and error groping. Kahn took a temporary job until h e 
could .get  hiifB  elf established, and is now looking for something 
more permanent in which he hopes to find a future. One unusu al 
expression on his part was that he likes Chicago, finds it interest-
ing, a view which is contrary to that of most other Nisei. He admits 
the city is dirty, but there is plenty of interesting activ ity going 
on. Perhaps for a fellow with an intellectual flair, Chicag o may 
have advantages that smaller cities don't have. 

As I sat in the office'waiting for some problem children that 
might be turned in my direction, I glanced through the news  clip-
pings which the Friends' office have been getting. It nev er fails 
to burn me up to read what the Dies Comm. and its mouthp iece, the 
Herald-American and other newspapers, have to say about t he evacuees. 
The unfairness of the whole thing arouses something in me t hat is 
seldom aroused. I suppose I'm a peaceable, almost timid, fel low, 
but one thing that arouses my ire is an unfair attack. It reca lls 
to my mind the few occasions of anger which I used to feel as a boy, 
those that came when I would see a gang of fellows restrain on e 
helpless youngster and tease or mistreat him. 

I left the office about four-thirty, after having no succ ess 
in getting an interview ./Riding on the 31. always bothers me . 
In the first place, its seldom that the El. is not crowded and 

A there's always a good bit of joshing around for any passen ger, 
w Furthermore, I've always the problem in the back of my mind as to 

A/l/^whether  or.  not to give my seat to a lady. Nobody else, of the males, 
\  :  does and I shouldn't feel obliged to, but I suppose becaus e I am 

Japanese, I wonder especially if the Caucasians are taking an un-
favorable view of me for my failure to give my seat to a la dy. 
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•
All morning I dictated to Louise Suski on the Northwest JAC L 

report. It was my first experience at dictating, and to my s ur-
prise it went off quite well. I imagine that I got twice as muc h 
work done, working in this way, than I ordinarily do typing the 
thing out myself. Of course, dictation sacrifices somethin g of 
clarity and organization, but it has its advantages. 

Tom and Tomi came over in the evening, and said they had 
dropped in last Sunday only to find us not here. We sat around . 
drinking lemonade, and chatted about this and that. 

Ilichi and I are still concerned about the problem of brin ging 
out other members of the family to Chicago. As for May or Shi g, 
the decision should be left up to them, and they are still abl e 
enough to make a go of it in any case. But as Michi was arfcguin g 
the other day, there Ts no sense in their coming out unless there 

ft /s t̂T ' is some definite plan that thejr can follow. Othe rwise, the matter 
will reduce itself to vegetating in a large city, and they might 
as well stay in the camp for that. But the problem is even mo re 
difficult in the case of the Issei. (1) There are few work op -
portunities for them, and even if dad got a job as a chef, he 
would probably find it extremely tiring to travel back and forth 
from the place of work to the home on the SI. or any other mea ns 
of transport. The  city  is just too crowded. (2) There aren't 

^ enough favorable conditions of living to make their adjus tment 
J*. easy. Living in an apartment is hardly the thing for ol der people 

who can't move around much anyway. If they had a garden to wor k 
at, it would be excellent, but gardens are scarcer than flo wers 
in Tule Lake. (3) They wouldn't have their friends here, and b eing 
unable to associate with Caucasians due to language hand icaps, 
there would be no social life for them.-

In many ways the evacuation is more tragic than most people 
realize. The Japense cominpiity is more or less of a neces sity 
for the adjustment of the Issei, and once that is demolished, 
there is little that they majr live for. As a whole, they are 
too old to adjust their ways to new conditions. In many wa? /-s, 
then, the idea of resettling the Issei is, by and large, an$ 
empty proposition, for there is nothing to offer in the rel ocation. 
There is not even the prospect of earning and saving money. I 
predict that the relocation center will inevitably be a per manent 
establishment for the duration, and the bulk of Issei remain ing 
will probably have to seek their way to Japan. For how els e will 
the Issei adjust now that the communities of the West Coast a re 
gone. Certainly, in the present circumstance of hostility against 
resettlers, there is no hope of recreating a Japanese socie ty on 
the outside, but without it the Issei are hopelessly lost. 
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Louise Suski returned this morning, and I learned that she 
had already typed up the material I f d given her to work on. She 
seems a very efficient person. According to her work assig nment 
sheet, she's thirty-eight years old, but she doesn't &ook it . 

Ted and Alice called just before noon to say they were in 
town, end asked if we'd like to have a sukiyaki dinner and i nvifee 
Doc Tashiro. Unfortunately, it later transpired that they couldn't 
reach Tashiro, but we decided on dinner together anyway. T hey came 
up about 4:30, and the first thing Alice showed me the Herald -
American she was carrying, snd declared, "Look at this." 

The big headline was about Sicily, but on the left-hand top 
where one could clearly see it from a distance were two pictu res 
of Nisei in a hospital, and the heading in large letters rea d, 
"SAILORS', JAPS IN RIOT HERE". The article which followed revealed 
that "Four young men of Japanese ancestry, recently relea sed from 
relocation camps, were involved in a riot with several U . S. navy 
sailors at the" southeast corner of Division and Clark sts.  last 
night." It later went on, "111 feeling between the japs and t he 
sailors arose, police reported, Tuesday night, when one of the 
civilians cursed a naval man's uniform." According to this n ews 
story, the four Japanese-Americans were unemployed. Two of them 
were badly wounded by knife cuts, and the others were beaten with 
clubs and pipes. Three of the sailors were captured by two detec-
tives who arrived on the scene, but the rest of the group of t en 
who had been involved, escaped. At one point in the article i t 
mentioned that the sailors were Filipinos, but this was t he only 
mention of their nationality. 

The article then went on to pan Shirrell for having decla red 
at an earlier date that all the nisei coming out ware "Without 
exception merit trust and confidence." The item closed by de clar-
ing that his riot came in the wake of a resolution passed by a lo-
cal Legion Post pointing out the danger to the nation's war in dus-
tries in the relocation of Japanese evacuees in the Chicag o indus-
tries. 

Alice and Ted had just been coming down 63rd to our place 
when, in passing before a newsstand, they heard someone be hind 
them say, "They ought to keep the Japs in camp." Alice though t 
these people were referring to them, and she turned aro und, and 
then noticed that they were looking at the article on the fr ont 
page of the newspaper. She had bought the paper and immediat ely 
read it. Her comment, as she came in, was, "It just makes me 
sick." Ted's comment was, "This isn't the last incident w e'll 
have of this kind." And I felt pretty much as they did. The a r-
ticle shocked me, and it seemed as if another leg on the road back 
to camp had been laid down. I read the article immediately, but 
strangely enough Ted hadn't yet seen the thing. In a way, I think 
Ted is so sensitive that he can't bear to face something like t hat 
without first steeling himself. His remark was, "You can just 
about predict what the Ilearald Ameracan would say, so I di dn't 
bother* to read it." But he later picked up the paper and look ed 
the article over. 



Today Ted was decidedly less peppy than usual, although Al ice 
seemed no" different. I remarked to Alic about it, after Te d left 
for a while to attend a meeting at the hospital, and she repli ed 
"I P-uess the newspaper article got him. And, of course, he hasn t 
been so very happy out there at Wheaton doing rather dull ro utine 
work." 

Later Michi went out to shop with Alice end bought a copy of 
the Daily News and we immediately looked for something on the "riot. 
Instead of being on the front page as in the H-American, the  Daily 
News carried it on the third page. Moreover, the article gave 
Shirrell's version of the same story, in which he declared that 
the Filipino sailors had just pounced on the four nisei boy s, in 
this article, the boys were described as Hawaiian-American s who 
had been with the U.S. Merchant Marine until they were eva cuated. 
To me it seemed that this version was probably mloser to be ing 
correct, for what would ten Filipino soldiers be doing arm ed with 
clubs, knives and lead pipes if they weren't prepared to fi ght 
someone? Yet, the unfavorable publicity in papers like the ii-
American were more likely to affect the American publics th an the 
fairer account in the Da&ly News. 

The pressure against the Japanese undoubtedly seems to b e 
growing here, and I feel as if the world were closing down o n us. 
One feels helpless against the lies and fabrications that  are _ 
bein^ written against us. And just in the manner of the :i-American 
most of the Am-public isn't inclined to sympathize with tne *isei 
position even if it is we who are beaten and critically w ounded. 

Ted seems to feel that the WRA policy «isn't adequate. Ther e' 
too little consideration given to the ouestion of the soci al ad-
iustments of the resett&ers. Although he admits that no age ncy 
can control the manner in which individuals are to live, st ill 
the WRA shouldn't permit resett&ers to segregate themselve s  ̂  too 
much, especiallv in areas like N. Clark St. which are noto riously 
bad places of residence. The WRA is operating merely as an em -
•olovment office, but it needs to branch out into counselli ng ior 
social adjustments. The Tokuyama girl, whom we met with Tas hiro 
at a dinner, tells Eed that there are now 175 Japanese at -o he 
Wabash St. YMCA. She's going back to El Paso, Texas, becaus e there 
are too many Japanese here now, although her boss wants he r to 
remain .in Chicago. 

Ted seems much concerned that the Nisei are not learning to 
mix more with Caucasians. Of course, he admis^, it's diffi cult  # 
to sret adjusted to a place like Chicago right away, but the Nisei 
should seek means of breaking into Caucasian society. He h imself 
sought out Caucasian groups when he first came, and he f eels that 
he may have influenced an enormous number of people toward a fa-
vorable view of the Japanese merely by his individual cont acts 
with Caucasians. 

His chief concern today, however, is regarding the proble m 
of gaining citizenship for himself. He is perliaps as Ameri canized 
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a person as one might desire, yet by the accident of birth in 
Japan he cannot gain citizenship although he came to Americ a when 
he was only a couple of years old. It is apparent that this i n-
ability to gain citizenship eats within him, for he is willi ng to 
loin the army as a private (though he is a doctor), or do anyt hing 
else to gain the risht of franchise. And to him the barriers 
which stand in the way of his getting a decent job in Americ a, and 
of having the freedom to do what he wants, is in large part th e 
lack of citizenship on his part. 

It is a strange fact that the Nisei who have citizenship do 
not see that right as being any great advantage in this world, 
whereas those without citizenship tend to look upon it as t he 
panacea for their ills. Especially is this the case among the 
highly Americanized non-citizens, for it seems to them tha t only 
a legal difficulty stands in the way while they carry no ne of the 
personal adjustment difficulties of other Nisei. Here th en is 
a source  of'  envy as well as of a feeling of injustice. 

It was about ten in the evening when the 7/atanabes left fo r 
their return trip to Wheaton. i suspect they enjoyed thems elves 
today in their weekly visit to town; and especially was thi s ap-
parent in Alices case for she enjoys cooking and helping aro und 
the house. She freouently talks of her desire to be in t own near 
here so that Michi and she could get together to do all manner 
of things that she dreams about. 
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I managed to complete the dictation of the JACL report 
this morning with the aid of Louise Suski. It's a load off my 
mind to get the thing done and away with; although I must say that 
it falls far short,of the kind of report I wanted to do. It wil l 
require considerable revision later. 

Charlie came in this morning with the information that the 
"Town Hall of the Air" had a discussion last night on the Prob lem 
of the Japanese in America discussed by Carey MacWilliam s, Max 
Radin, Rep. Costello, and a Mr. Groves. It was put on the air 
from Santa Barbara. Charlie*s report was that, by and larg e, when-
ever Costello spoke, the audience applauded loudly, but w hen Mac-
Williams denounced the Dies Comm., questioned Costello*s v iews, and 
supported the evacuees to the extent of ax±a±xx^n asking fo r a 
fair iudgeirent of their case, the audience booed. Yet,  Chhrlie 
spoke of it as a "damn good discussion" and he seemed quite delight-
ed with the manner in which McWilliams stood his ground de spite 
the obviously hostile sentiment of the m jority of the audien ce. 
There were some in the audience, he said, who apparently supported 
McWilliams, or at least wished to have a fair consideration given 
to the problem. Charlie declares that he himself did not fe el dis-
turbed about the discussion, despite its generally adver se tone, 
for, as he says, "I fell there's no use getting angry about such 
a thing. It just prevents you from doing some hard thinking abort 
the whole question." 

Of course, Charlie is right. And Charlie is absolutely ri ght 
xoni too when he says that the present campaign against the WRA 
and the release of evacuees to outside areas approximates the situ-
ation we had on the Pacific Coast in the spring of 1942 whe n the 
die was cast in favor of evacuation. But I can't agree that t here's 
much we can do about it now in spite of all the thinking about the 
question that we might do. I see our situation getting rapidl y 
worse, and as the wa* continues and the war effort is dire cted more 
and more at Japan rather than against Germajry, the hysetr ical sen-
timent that now prevails in California, it seems to me, wi ll be 
transmitted to the rest of the nation. 

If these problems were settled locally by the population wi th 
which one comes in contact, I would have less fear of the cons e-
quences. But the matter is rather settled in the mass re sponses 
to irrational considerations, and how is a small group li ke the 
Nisei or the Japanese in America to combat the masses of a n ation 
with the limited tools available to them. Only a national cam paign 
of favorable newspaper publicity could do the trick, but t he news-
papers of the nation are inclined to deal unfairly with this prob-
lem. Michi was reading the Chritiah Science Monitor today o n an 
article regarding the race riots in Detroit. The article was emi-
nently fair in its treatment of the problem, showing how the ad-
verse living conditions and economic position of the Negro leads 
to outbreaks of the kind. Of course, this fails to touch u pon 
all the organized anti-racial groups that promote these th ings, 
but still the tendency in such an article is favorable. But , as 
Michi points out, this article on the Negre is directly co ntrary 
to the Monitor's policy of the present regarding the Japanes e. 
The paper gives full publicity to the views of the Dies Co mm. 
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it accepts the view of the Los Angeles writers that the Japa nese 
a r e d a n p e i w u s regardless of their citizenship or training, and it 
aooepts^hese vie^s without for a moment ^ostioning any co ntra-
diction that mjry exist in its editorial polioy. It fails to see 
t£at the racial question in Afr ica, and much more, is al l a part 
of a single major problem confront ing Amerioa today. 

The difficulty for the resettled is that the American pub-
lic.  de mands tha t  we show qualities of character superior to that 
whiSh they possess. 'ihe public demands that Tie show m ore intel-
l i g e n c e than itself in deciding on public issues, (for exan^le 
on the rep  i s  t  rat ion  question), it demands that we should not vol-
untarily segregate a^ong ourselves although we nay have no t ing in 
our personal experiences to aid us in so doing, and it dema nds 
that we^rove our loyalty by acts whloh the majority of Ame ricans 
are not Sa i led^on to enter upon. .11 this seems to havesocio -
lopical significance in understanding the problem of soc iety today, 
i n f m c u a l f i n modern civilization will fmand of others vir tues 
nnrt nniiltlss that they themselves do not possess, m e y Di^ me 
othersforshortcomings which they cannot see that they the mselves 
possess. Kow does t£is come about, and what is it that caus es the 
blindness to the contradictions? 

X dvopved in to see Tom and Sose Okabe this evening. They 
were resting after a day's work in the laboratory and factor y. 
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picnicking 
we re  -plcknî iiic j  strolling around, lolling on the lawn, and sitting 
around on the park benches feeding squirrel^s and birds. I couldn't 
help but feel that most of the people turned to look at us, and it 
seemd that some of them whispered to each other as they conti nued 
to gaze in our direction. 1 wondered if they were making som e 
comments about Japs. During the course of our stroll, we ran into 
at least four or five different groups of Nisei. Some were in twos 
and threes, but others were in groups as large as seven. Ther e was 
nothing inappropriate about them, certainly they were dr essed bet-
ter than most of those in the park, yet 1 was conscious of thie r 
presence and secretly hoped that we wouldn't see too many of them 
in the park. 

We went back to Tom's place. The beach had seemed especiall y 
attractive to Tom and Tomi and they debated whether to go ba ck thee 
in their swimming suits, but they decided against it finall y. We 
had supper with them, and sat down for an evening's chat when Tom 
and Rose Okabe came over. Our converstation somehow turned t o the 
life in the assembly and relocation centers where we were, and 
for most of the evening we never departed from this subject ._ It 
was distaltaeful to me somehow this evening, for 1 felt that 1 should 
prefer to talk about something a little more elevating thai i the 
cramped lives we'd lived in the canters. 

The discussion of the centers dwelt mostly on the hardships 
we'd undergone and the personalities we'd known there. In p art 
it was a contest to claim the greatest hardships, or to point out 
the relatively favorable experiences one kamthad had. 
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This afternoon I went over to Eum Yoshinari's place hoping 
to find him in so that I might arrange an appointment for a n in-
terview, hut the fellow wasn't in. Neither were Bill Uyeda o r 
Art Takemoto, or rather their names weren't on the front plat e 
on their mail box. I saw half a dozen Nisei walking along 65r d 
as I went from Maryland way over to Stony Island in the hope of 
chasing down somebody who might be in, but no luck today. 

The Kugheses invited us to their place this evening. We got 
there lust about 8:00 p.m., the appointed time, and were the first 
of the company to arrive. Later the .uowes came in, then Burl eigh 
Gardner and his wife, and finally Peggy Fennigson. Mr. Lowe is 
cWrking with Burleigh Gardner on the industrial personnel  research, 
formerly conducted by Elton Mayo and his gang at Western El ectric. 
I later learned that he had been with a broker's firm on Wall St., 
probably dî  well at it while there for he seemed prosperous 
enough  '  and I gathered that he became interested in this personne l 
problem as something of an avocation. Dr. Helen Hughes's mot her, 
Judge McGill of Vancouver, B. C., was also there. I had me t her 
previously at the LaViolettes and at a family conference m  Seat-
tle and although she seems old and almost feeble, there was noth-
ing feeble about her mind for she recalled with p a c i n g clar ity 
all the incidents that had taken place on the occasions oi our 
previous meeting. 

The evening was a pleasant one of informal chatting and a sso-
ciation. Dr. Hughes brought out some old popular music of t he 
earlv 1850's that Mr. Lowe's grandmother had collected and  bouna, 
¿nd We all tried singing them with Michi at the piano. The #rest 
of the evening spent itself in groups of the company gatherin g 
and circulating to talk about one thing after another. But t he 
main subject of conversation somehow seemed to revolve abo ut the 
Question'of race tensions, and although it may have been be cause 
Gardner too is interested in the problem, I somehow couldn't  get 
over the feeling that our presence there somehow drew the conver-
sation in that direction. 

I h^ve always felt a bit self conscious whenever the subj ect 
of the Japanese," either here or of the old world, was ever br ought 
UP but since the outbreak of war, I am especially sensitive to ^ 
such discussions in my presence. Of course, this applies only an 
Caucasian companv. The Japanese are a group about whom I ma y ieel 
mvself something of an expert, at least in Caucasian Americ an com-
pany, and Japanese culture and society is one thing I can t alk 
about. But such discussions always directs too much atte ntion 
in my direction. I have frequently noticed that many Nise i who 
find themselves fre much in Caucasian company have little  to say 
until the subject of the Japanese is brought up, and then the y 
enter upon that discussion with almost a vengeance. The  difuculty 
of the Nisei in talking about anything in a strictly Caucas ian-
American group is that people, in general, carry on thei r discus-
sions in terms of their"life experiences, but the Nisei exp eriences 
have been limited largely to the Nisei world of the tvest Coas t. 
Under the circusmtance, they are forced either to remain com pletely 
ouiet or to talk about the JapaneseJ While others speak of their 
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experiences in Ohio, Boston, Texas, etc., the Nisei are t hrown 
back to speaking of their very limited experiences in S eattle, 
Portland, San Francisco, Los# Angeles, Sacramento Valley, etc. 
The Nisei start with an initial disadvantage in conversing a mong 
Caucasians. 

I notice another thing of importance in the informal social 
gatherings of Nisei as contrasted to those of Americans. A mericans 
enter into conversations and association with something o f an 
enthusiasm; they always have something important to say, at least 
important enough for others to listen to. But the Nisei can s el-
dom find significant recollections to talk about. In part, this 
impression may arise out of the fact that I have always assoc iated 
with a rather intelligent group of Caucasians, the academi c circle 
that develops its own pattern of talk, and the conversation s of 
other groups may be different. But my impression, apart fr om 
this fact, is that the Nisei are poor conversationalist s to begin 
with. In Caucasian groups, they rather sit auietly and po litely 
to listen to others. My feeling is that the chief difficulty  of 
the Nisei in being good conversationalists is that their b readth 
of experience is so limited that they are unable to fall into 
just any conversation, and, furthermore, they lack mt the Am erican 
sense of humor and the narration of funny storyes. 

This evening the conversation often turned in the directio n 
of the Japanese problem. I spent much of the time talking ab out 
this with Gardner and Dr. Hughes, but after our conversat ion &ad 
shifted in other directions, I would occasionally hear someone 
on the other side of the room speak of the Japanese, and the 
word would catch my ears instinctively. I noticed mysel f listen-
ing to others than my own group on more than on&e occasion. Mr s. 
McGill, who knows many Japanese In British Columbia, was fre ouent-
ly bringing up the sujbect of the Japanese there./ Once, Bu rleigh 
Garnder referred to the "Japs", and since he and his wife wer e the 
only ones who used the term, I could feel a sense of hostil ity 
rise in myself towards them. I'm sure they didn't know tha t they 
caused any adverse reaction in me. Yet, I was inclined to int er-
pret some of their remarks, os, for instance, when-in spea ker--eff-
as unfavorable to the Japanese. For instance, Gardner s aid, "In 
talking to some of the employers in industries here, I've heard 
them speak with great enthusiasm for the Japanese. When I hear 
such remarks from them, I know that there's'possible troubl e 
ahead. The Japanese are probably trying to work harder than the 
rest of the workers, and when you get that kind of attitude , it's 
sooner or later going to create difficulties with the rest of the 
workers." Gardner was right, and he probably had nothin g deroga-
tory in mind 
a little skep 

couldn't help feeling 
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My sister, Nobu, who now works with her husband in Winn etka as 
a domestic?!;, invited us up to their place today. It took two 
hours by the North Shore train to reach their place from v/he re 
we live. Both Michi and I felt our spirits rise as we left the 
dirtiness of the city behind and came out into the pleasa ntness 

the feuburbs. 

Whenever i am among strangers, I am more or less strongly 
conscious of my Self. In a Caucasian world, I am aware that I 
am Japanese in features, of inferior status in the eyes of mid dle 
class Americans, probably, and a possible object of resen tment 
and hostility in the present atmosphere of war hatreds. I suspect 
there is always a basic anxiety that someone will say somethi ng 
or do something that indicates their desire to discriminat e, re-
ject, and exclude me. This self consciousness is not prese nt 
so much when I am dn the crowded streets downtown, or even in our 
63rd St. district, but in a place like Winnetka, I feel almo st 
as conspicuous as if I were walking around in a bathrobe. I a m 
overly conscious of what others may be thinking of me, and to o 
much prepared for affront and attack on my person. 

When we reached Winnigka, there were a girl, another couple * 
and ourselves waiting for Vaxis. Two cabs came along, and the 
question arose of who was to take which cab. The Caucasians and 
we arrived off the train together, so there was no questio n of 
order of service. We made no move, and the others seemed hesi tant. 
The cabman finally decided that, by our respective address es, the 
other two_should go together while we took a single cab to ou r-
selves.  J.  wondered for the space of a moment whether the decision 
to place all the Caucasians together had been based on their pos-
sible dislike of having to take the same cab with an Orien tal, but 
I dismissed the thought. / 

The Bridges home where Nobu and Ka% work is a very attractiv e 
place  (-  65,000), and I assume that in the economic scale they aee 
pretty close to the upper-upper of Chicago and this distric t. Mr. 
Bridges is the Pres. of the Hydrox Ice Cream Co., the larges t ice 
cream outfit in. Chicago and a subsidiary of the National Da iry 
Assoc. which has Kraft Cheese, Bordens, etc. as members. T heir 
home reflects their position. 

Nobu and Kaz have a large room in the northwest corner of th e 
residence, and although the furnishings in it axie not as ela borate 
as in the others, the room is light and airy and spaciousnenou gh 
to be very attractive. In fact, it is much better than the gues t 
room from the standpoint of spaciousness and lightness, a lthough 
the adopted daughter is now living in the former room. Mich i and 
I felt that compared to the place we have, the domestic posit ion 
which Nobu and Kaz holds and permits them to live under such ci r-
cumstances offers considerable advantages. 

Moreover, the food in this house is more than adequate and 
it's excellent in these days of rationing. Their basemen t was fill-
ed with canned stuff, refrigerated meats, butter, chees, i ce cream, 
etc., and there was certainly no evidence of want in this h ome. 
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Whatever a Bolshevik like Naj might say of this mode of Ivi ing, 
there is undeniably something attractive about having e nough so 
that there's no anxieties on the score of security. And the p eople 
are kind enough, especially in the case of Mrs. Bridges. Sh e wanted 
Nobu to be sure and serve our dinner in their morning room, a  kind 
of enlarged breakfast room. They provided all the food fo r us, 
chicken, salad, dessert, etc. In fact,- Mrs. Bridges bought special 
desserts of cakes and pies when she heard that we were comi ng. it's 
good to be in a home where there's no scrimping, and it's go od 
that the Bridges are thoughtful people who are considera te towards 
their help. 

On the other hand, I couldn't help feeling that a domestics 
position with, the lawer status that goes with it has its  disadvan-
tages. The Bridges and their adopted daughter returned fro m the 
dinner,  7/hich they had out, and spent their afternoon in the livin g 
room. Kaz, in his Japanese way,  wanted  us to go and pay our respects 
to them, although Michi and I were introduced when they fir st ar-
rived back and came in through the garage door by the kitchen.  1 
suppose in way I expected that we would be asked to sit down a nd 
chat with them which shows my ignorance of the status of dom estics 
and their relatives , and when we just stood there awkwar dly ex-
changing pleasantries, I thought, "Lets get this busines s over with 
and get the hell out of here."  1  suppose they felt -awkward too, as 
if spectators were coming in to view the Bridges family at ho me on 
a Sunday afternoon, but what the Hell. 

We spent the afternoon just sitting around their room chatt ing 
about this thing and that. The Winnetka and Svanston News c arried 
numerous ads of help wanted, and we went through them to s ee which 
ones May and mother might apply for. Despite the inferior st atus 
of a domestic, there are advantages for May and mother in taki ng 
a job like this at which they may be able to save fifty dollars o r 
more a month. Mother would be out of the dirtyness and crowde dness 
of the city, too. Nobu reported of an interesting opening  for a 
beauty shop operator in Evanston. it seems that the shop whi ch 
Mrs. Bridges patronizes is run by a woman (of foreign accen t) who 
is so busy she is turning away volumes of business, yet she hates 
to see all this business slip by. The manager has requested h elp 
from the U.S.E.S., but every worker that the Employment Serv ice has 
sent has been sloppy, dirty, and unreliable in her work. S ince this 
shop is patronized by a "high" class of people, as are most ghops 
in Evanston, the manager hasn't been able to find the kind o f 
worker she desires through the agency. 

The last time Mrs. Bridges went to get her hair fixed, she 
told this manager of the domestic help she had gotten f rom among 
evacuees, and Mrs. B. apparently praised Nobu and Kaz fo r their 
neatness and hard working habits. The manager then phone d Nobu to 
ask if she knew of any Nisei who would be able to do work in her 
shop, and when Nobu told the manager of Alice Mukai, who's now in 
Tule Lake, the manager took Nobu's word for it that she was cap able 
and wanted her out immediately. She offered $27 a month, a bon us 
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of fifty pereent rake-off on every customer beyond a cert ain point, 
and all the tips of which there is apparently plenty. A girl could 
thus make well over £ne hundred fifty a month. The manager dec lares 
that wages are not a consideration with her, she'll pay and £ay 
well for an efficient girl. The manager has since phoned to a sk 
again how soon Alice Mukai can be had. 

After the Negro help that the Bridges have had, Nobu and Kaz 
it seems are turning out favorably in the eyes of the employ ers. 
They seem well pleased with them. Of course, the level of i ntel-
ligence which the Japanese can offer as domestics is pre tty high. 
They come from a background of very strong family and commu nity 
organization, something which most Negroes of this area p robably 
had not had the advantage of, and the Japanese evacuees who are 
taking positions as domestics now are often those who have ma naged 
enterprises and homes of their own before corning out here. T he 
complaints concerning the former workers is that they were l azy 
only doing as much as they could get away with. Moreover, it s eeiss 
that they^weren't particularly tidy, and Nobu declares t hat their 
nice tile bathroom had dirty splatters all over it when they c ame 
in which she's still unable to get off the walls. Whateve r are tte 
actual facts concerning the former help, these stories ten d to build 
a picture of prejudice against the Negroes for they fail to take 
account of the conditions that gave rise to any such chara cteristics 
in these individual instances of Negroes and generalize s about the 
whole race. There are going to develop definite prejudices among 
the resettlers concerning all kinds of groups that they come  in 
contacts with here in Chicago. 

After a light supper, Kaz and Nobu drove us to the station 
in the Bridge's car. It's a beautiful Cadillac, very high c iass, 
but I should have almost preferred riding in something less  osten-
tations. That sort of thing isn't for me. Firs. Bridges is  apparent-
ly very thoughtful; she left a note suggesting that Kaz dri ve us 
to the station. 

The train on the way back was full of people, and it was so 
crowded that we had to stand practically all the way. It must have 
been close to midnight when we got home. It was a pleasant day , 
but the trip takes almost two hours from where we live and it's-
much too tiring to take on any pretense. 
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Since this was Sunday morning, Michi and I took things rat her 
leisurely. We read the Sunday paper for, a while, and then I work-
ed on Yoshinari's case history. There never seems to be a ny end 
to the work that's piled up. 

As we ate lunch, we listened to the Philharmonic Orchestra . 
Jose lturbi was conducting today, but Mi chi dislikes him for the 
matter of fact way in which he interprets his music. We'd pro mised 
Tom and Tomi that we might go out together somewhere this aft er-
noon so i called them. There was nothing special that eithe r the-
cr #we wanted to do. The afternoon was hot, and, in fact, the wi sest 
thing seemed to be to sit at home and remain cool. But Michi a nd 
I joined them with the thought that we might at least go over to 
the Science and industry Museum in Jackson Park. 

I suppose what most young people want on their day off is 
to do something exciting and exceptional. There is that int ernal 
restlessness and desire to be out doing something on a fine d ay, 
but when one asks for suggestions of how to take out that restl ess-
ness, noone has any clear cut idea of v/hat he wants to do. F rom 
our immediate perspective, I suppose the restricting fact or seems 
to be the lack of funds-with which to do what one wants. But, 
actually, the boredom must be internal; ± suspect that if w e knew 
how to enjoy ourselves, it could be done at a minimum cost. Fo r 
myself, sitting and reading is as enjoyable as anything el se, but 
-i- don t suppose Michi would feel much like that on Sunday. ± sup-
pose most Nisei in Chicago today feels the want of somethin g to do 
on Sundays and week ends; or wne might say that most oeool e in Chi-
cago feel that way. One usually ends up by going to a show . 

After some discussion, I_urged that we go to Jackson Park t o 
see the museum, so we went. it was warm inside, much more so t han 
I d expected considering the size of the building. Tom didn' t 
seem very keenly inspired by the exhibits, which happen to be of 
rather high grade, but Tomi and Michi seemed fairly well irt erestad 
m all the sights. in part, it may have been Tom's self conscio us-
ness about being in a group of Nisei. After wandering around t he 
museum for about an hour, we went outside again to look for an 
ice cream wagon and cool ourselves off. We wandered over to th e 
beach. ./hat struck me was the mass of humanity that was cro wded 
together on the narrow strip of beach along the Lake Shore Dr ive. 
Another thing, there was a remarkable absence of Negroes, a lthough 
tneir residential district is within walking distance f rom this 
park.^ 1 thought I saw one Negro swimmer; I wondered if there were 
^me,informal understanding by which Negroes are kept off this beach 
Ihery I wondered what the reception to Nisei on  this"  beach m i d e 

S T ^ X ? *  a s s u m ^ d t h a t n o o n e  would object. Tomi and Michi remarked 
s a w * £ h i n ®s ? lining down out there, and I saw a couple 

of ilipmos with a White girl. A Nisei invariably notices C h i n L 
Filipinos and other Orientals in a crowd  tt  that kind. BuI I was 
^ o h ^ i p r ®s s e d  { a c t t h a t many of the Caucasians present we» 
probably from varied ethnic backgrounds./ 

We wandered back through Jackson Park where thousands of people 
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Michi and I were still up in the air regarding the Hughes's 
proposition that we take over their place for about two mon ths. 
The thing that set off the discussion again this morning was a 
letter from Shig declaring that he would arrive tomorrow fro m Mini-
doka. This notice came pretty much as a surprise, though I' d been 
expecting my brother-in-law sometime in the near future, bu t I'd 
assumed that there would be some correspondence about th e matter 
with a fairly definite date of departure set before he left  Mini-
doka. However, the letter declared that he'd leave the proje ct 
on Saturday  ̂ mining,  drop in on Boulder for a visit with Fumiko 
(my sister-in-law who is now teaching Japanese there),and jarrive 
here tomorrow morning.  1 

Michi is perhaps more strongly in favor of taking the Hugh es 
place than I am. If  s hig comes out, she says, then a large place 
where he could be put up right with us would be a savings. Mor e-
over, in the morning mail, we also received a letter from May and 
mother declaring that Tule Lake has been specifically selec ted as 
the segregation point, and she added that if they are to relo cate 
in consequence, she'd as soon make a single move out than to go 
to another relocation center before coming out. I quite ag ree with 
May. But if they come out soon, that means we should have som e 
place for them too. Michi feels that the Hughes's place has enough 
becrooms for all of us, and it would be a savings if they could ° 
all stop with us instead of going to hotels or otherwise bef ore 
they find permanent quarters. 

Of course, there are the other considerations that make th e 
Hughes offer attractive. There is the piano that Michi has b een 
using in their home, and if we are there then Michi wouldn't  have 
to look for another place at which to practice. Furthermor e, they'd 
make the rent only ¿30 a month for us, plus light and gas. On 
the other hand, the moving would cost something since we've got 
a lot of junk piled up in our room now. But the key difficul ty 
that 1 foresee is that we would have to vacate on a partic ular*' 
date, that is, just before the Hughes's return from thai r summer 
home. j.hat means that if we find something before then, we c an't 
take the apartment, and if we don't find anything before, we'll 
have to take anything we can find at the time we vacate. If th e 
offer were for us to stay in their home for five or six month s," 
I m sure I'd feel inclined to accept immediately, but six we eksjto 
two months is hardly much of a stay to make it worth the troub le 
and tha chances we'd take. 

It's pretty certain that we're going to have to move out of 
present place. Michi must have a piano in the home to practi ce on. 
It s too inconvenient to borrow someone elses all the time. Pi anos 
can be rented for about §5 a month, I understand, if we doA' t ask 
for too much, and that would be sufficient to make Michi happ y. 

^ the only way a person can really get anything done 
is to have the instrument at hand where she can sit down to p rac-
tice any time ohere s a spare moment or two. We'll have t o find 
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an apartment large enough for at least three of us, Shig, Mi chi and 
me, and this assumes too that Mother and May will be going some -
where into some home as domestics. I hate the idea of mother be ing 
tied down to some home, but it would be the best arrangeme nt from 
the standpoint of giving them security and a possiblity of s aving 
something before the war's over. 

These and other thoughts kept running through my head all 
morning, and although I was concentrating on my work at the o ffice, 
1 nevertheless felt an inner tension and disturbance that kept me 
in a state of restlessness. 1 know the Hugheses would Ikike to 
have us take their place for the period, and I'd like to obli ge 
them, but there are too many risks involved in being tidd do wn to 
a single place for a specified period. in our present place, we 
can give the laddlady a week's notice and clear out. Of cou rse, 
there's a certain obligation with the landlady too. She's been 
very good to us she's the kind of woman who would throw out any 
one who complained about living with Japs and retain us by  prefer-
ence, and one doesn't run across people like that every d ay. It 
makes it a little difficult to tell her that we're lust wa lking out 
on her too. 

The problem kept worrying me all day. I'd promised to give 
some thought toss the question before I hurriedly left Mi chi this 
morning, but I couldn't arrive at any clear cut decision. 

In the afternoon, I met Michi downtown about three o'cloc k. 
She wants to buy a birthday gift for me, and, as she says, "I t's 
a little funny for me to drag you downtown to choose your ow n 
present, but we're not young any longer and it's better that y ou 
get something you really want and can use." We looked at some 
wooden filing cabinets at Horder's, and I felt that would be an 
ideal gift, except that these filing cabiniets are such la rge 
affairs, and considering the transient state of our lives , I felt 
we shouldn't burden ourselves with too many large articles o f 
furniture. The other choices are a book shelf, or a leather b rief 
case. 

These days I'm afraid to buy anything. For one thing, we. 
should save. But anything we buy is an added burden in any later 
moves that we make, and there are bound to be a lot of them. It'll 
cost money to move any large articles like a filing cabinet, a l-
though it would certainly add to one'ssefficiency of work t o have 
such a thing around the home. If and when we settle down, the n 
we'll fix things up right. Michi and I often talk of what we'r e 
going to do when things settle down so that we can have a home  of 
our own where we know we'll remain for at least a few years, or 
even a year. l don't even know how soon I'm-to be drafted. The 
general drift seems to be in the direction of drafting all N isei 
of eligible age. In many ways, I'll be glad when that day come s, 
for it will clear my mind of all the immediate uncertainties. 
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I couldn't decide on anything specific for a gift so we let 
the matter go for today. Michi bought a lot of children's  books 
for Bea Higman f s child she was the one who arranged a subscrip-
tion to the Christian Science Monitor for us while we were in the 
center and for Helen Srickson v/ho came to  visit  us before we 
were evacuated. 

In the evening, a telegram arrived saying that Shig would 
arrive on the 10:40 streamliner from Denver. Michi no doubt  was 
happy to know that her brother was coming. She immediatel y start-
ed cleaning house in preparation for his arrival remarking as she 
did so that we'd never have our house cleaned if our relativ es didn't 
turn^up now and then. That's the truth. We went over all th e rooms 
putting them pretty much in ship shape. She even wanted to sc rub 
the kitchen floor but I dissuaded her since she'd worked h ard enough. 
I m constantly surprised at her housekeeping instinct, for s he 
surely didn't have it at the time we were married, but she 'staretty 
much like her mother in all these things. Michi doesn ! t keep an 
immaculate house, but what she does she accomplishes witti c are for 
the most minute details. 

1 r Michi had a good piano in the home and a few intelligent 
pupils to teach, and if I had just my work to be concerned abou t 
and stpme good books to study, I suppose our life would be as hap^y 
as we d want it. i hope that some day we can get all that stra ight-
ened out. For the present, I suppose we shall have to make t he 
best of our situation, and just dream about the time when w e may 
have an ideal condition in the home. " 
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According to his wire of yesterday, Shig was to arrive this 
morning on the streamliner from Denver, the same one we cam e in on, 
so we got down to the Northwestern Station by 10:30. An is sei 
man came up to us at the gate as if we were the ones whom he was 
expecting in on some train, but he turned away when be recogn ized 
his error. There was one other nisei chap waiting around th e sta-
tion. Shig came in all right, bronzed as an Indian £rom his wo rk 
out on the f»rm during the past month. Since he had only one b ag, 
we took the El. back home to save the extra fare. 

Shig had a lot to tell us of the folks and the conditions in 
Minidoka. He stopped off to see Fumiko, his oldest sister, i n 
Boulder where she is now teaching. He says that she seeme d quite 
happy with her situation after a week of residence there, and is 
enjoying her work although it takes a lot of time. Fumiio st opped 
at & hotel for a while, but she has now moved into a sorority h ouse, 
something which she had always wanted to experience. In Sh ig's 
opinion, the evacuation has had its hardships and heartac hes, but 
for Fumiko it has led to the best experiences of her life. Ba ck in 
Seattle, Fuch was restless and dissatisfied with what she wa s doing. 
She's an extremely active girl, full of energy, and intere st in life, 
and although she was teaching violin to some of the Japanese - pupils 
there, she never had the opportunity to utilize all her cap abilities. 
At Minidoka, however, she was given a position as the manag er of 
a lot of girls in the Clothing Grant Office, and she apparentl y made 
an excellent administrator of the office. She was certainl y as hap-
py there as I'd ever seen her. Now, she is teaching Japane se 
which also means studying the language, but she enjoys study ing about 
as much as anything. Fuch likes to read books, she has a natura l 

aptitufie for mathematics, and has a wonderful memory as w ell as a 
very ouick mind. Jioulder is offering her all the outlets t hat she's 
heretofore been unable to realize. 

Shig feels that his mother and father, although they are now 
left to themselves and therefore may be a little lonesome, should 
get along all right despite the fact that their children have all 
left them for the first time in their lives. Mother will now have 
only dad's clothes to wash and iron, and will have time to kni t and 
crochet, or do other things, which she has been anxious to do for 
some time. 

We arrived home and offered Shig the alternative of s&eepin g 
on the back porch on the extra bed which we have, or of taking t he 
extra front room that is open on this floor of our apartme nt." The 
latter cot^s £4.50 a v/eek. Shig decided in favor of sleeping  on 
our extra bed since this will enable him to save more. He's cui te 
concerned not to run up his expenses during the first weeks, a lthough" 
and I consider that an excellent idea. We sat around cooling o ff, 
and talking of this and that while Michi prepared lunch fo r us. 

He experienced nothing unpleasant on the trip from Minidok a. 
He took the coach from Shoshone to Denver, and found it most un-
comfortable and as dirty as any train could be. In consequenc e, 
he decided on the streamliner from Denver, and although it co st him 



Miyamoto Journal 
Jly 27, 1943 

-2-

$45.00 including an upper "birth, he felt the price worth it con-
sidering the comfort of the travel. 

The news that irritates me most is that Minidoka, and proba bly 
all the other centers, is becoming increasingly unbearable as a 
place to live. The attitude of the WRA is apparently that i t is 
wofcth it to cut down on the cost of living at the centers even at 
the price of antagonizing the people if this method will succ eed 
in forcing people to relocate. For one thing, the adminis tration 
at I-inidoka has thrown a large number of people out of wor k bjr de-
claring that only one person out of a single family may be on the 
project pay roftl. In firing workers, mistakes were made an d some 
families had all their workers fired. Furthermore, the y  are cutting 
down on food expenses, and during the past month or so they've had 
an unusual ration of katsuo (bonita fish) which the issei ma y like 
but the nisei certainly do not find appetizing in large quant ities. 
Finally, if the people complain of the conditions in the cen ter, 
the attitude that Stafford takes is the "tough man" act of say ing, 
"If you don't like the conditions here, you know what you ca n do. 
You can get out; the gates are wide open." This is rougher wh at he 
sa.ys,  according to Shig. 

I doubt that this attitude is either justifiable or likely t o 
solve the problem. In the case of the nisei, there may be som e jus-
tification for sending them out before the end of the war, a lthough 
as long as the WRA. is unable to find them decent jobs on the outside 
I don't see the grounds for taking a tough attitude towards t he ni-
sei. But in the case of the issei, I doubt that there's any ju sti-
fication. After all, the issei are much too old to start life o ver 
again. They've alxvays lived in a Japanese community with the meed 
of protection which such communities of offered them, and t heir 
economy was based on practices which they developed over a long 
period of years. Now to throw them out into strange American c ogte 8inst 
munities where no Japanese community solidarity exists to r einforce'/ 
their insecurities and where they will find it difficult to m ake 
any kind of favorable economic adjustment is undeniably un just. 
The likelihood is that if the policy is pursued to its logical con-
tflasion, it will create another pariah group of those who can neith er 
be adequately assimilated into American society nor for whom there 

can Ee found an adequate place in American society. However , to let 
the Japanese remain in the centers doesn't solve the probl em either, 
for some disposition of them must be made by the end of the war , but 
that's the paradox which the evacuation has created. It has de-
stroyed the organic place of the Japanese in America, and n ow it is 
so late in the lives of issei that it's almost impossible to m ake 
any further place for them. 

Shig mentioned_that Mr. Tastuma was concerned about my rela tions 
with Dr. Steiner. i. haven't written to Dr. Steiner for a long time, 
but I know what's troubling him about me. For one thing, he is 
probably irritated over the fact that I didn't take his advi ce to 
voluntarily evacuate to the outside before the evacuation took place. 
I suppose my decision against it was, in a sense, flaunting m y in-
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dependence in his face, and Dr. Steiner perhaps didn't like the ictea 
of my not accepting his suggestion of voluntary evacuation w ithout 
questioning. Moreover, I Tm sure he's quite concerned as to my opin-
ion of his latest book "Behind the Japanese Mask" (or whate ver was 
the title of thè thiag) for I criticized him previously on t he rough 
draft of what he has to say there. It seemed to me that he wa s 
unfairly evaluating Japanese psychology without sufficie ntly taking 
into account the peculiar structure of Japanese society t hat makes 
for a different view of social values. But the thing that i rks 
him as much as anything, perhaps, is the fact that I have no t yet 
voulnteered for military service. This was something he has been 
urging since the outbreak of war. Dr. Steiner's view is th at mili-
tary service will be of infinite value to me when I seek a po sition 
in the post-war years, and that he will not be in a positio n to 
offer me the job at Washington again unless I have served in t he 
Army. He also has two sons in the service, and I suppose he re gards 
it as selfish on my part not to participate in this thing a~s all 
the At her American youths are participating. I suppose he feels 
that I'm shirking my duty as a citizens. 

It is the possibility that Dr. Steiner thinks of me as shirk -
ing my duty that irritates me more than anything. The thoug ht both-
ered me all day, after learning of Tatsumi Ts inquiries of Shig, 
and I could feel myself rationalizing my own position wi th all 
kinds of arguments to myself. I thought: "Dr. Steiner doesn 't seem 
to have a sufficient sympathetic understanding of the pos ition of 
the evacuees. To him it seems that the only problem is that of 
just joining the army in anticipation of the future, but li fe isn't 
as- simple as that. I've got to think of relocating my mothe r and 
sister, of getting them securely into some position where they'll 
bet taken care of for the duration and some time after th e war. 
Moreover, there is Michi's family to think of also. Besides , the 
evacuation has taken something away from the Japanese t hat isn't 
replaced by merely overlooking the fact of the evacuatio n and put-
ting it into the past. Why shouldn't I continue with the stu dy as 
long as possible gathering such information as is available which 
might be of aid in representing their case more faiily in the post-
war years. Dr. Steiner, after all, is secure, and sodare his chil-
dren so far as the security of their parents and of themselv es go. 
•hat assurance is there that the bulk of nisei soldiers are going 

to receive justice in the matter of getting jobs after the w ar even 
if they are veterans." These and other arguments were whirl ing 
through my mind all afternoon. 

te "7 1 tiie trui:i:L i pressure to join the army is great. 
Itis the simplest answerfco my problems in many ways.  '  One doesn't 
feel comfortable walking the streets when all the other youn g fel-
lows of one's own age is in uniform. There is the problem o f the 
futuee, and even if the other nisei don't come out so wel l, I have 
a chance of getting a teaching position after the war if I join now. 
I have a chance of getting killed, but that's a chance th at°every 
soldéer takes. And if I'm to put teeth into the claim that I am 
a loyal citizen, joining the army seems the best way of doin g so. 
I suppose I shall ultimately arrive at the decision to join, "that 
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is, to accept induction if it comes,without opposition. But I re-
sent the implication that I'm possibly shirking my duty. 

This evening, Humeo -̂ "oshinari came over according to his pro-
mise to give me a further interview. Michi and Shig went out t o 
a show since they didn't want to sit around while our inter view 
was going on. I fixed the cold supper that Michi had already pre-
pared^ and Kum and I ate and talked. Kum strikes me by his o dd" com-
bination of Americanization and Japanesey-ness. Prom his  accounts 
I gather that he was raised in a community with considerable free 
contact with Caucasians. He even had Caucasian girl friends . But 
n.323 English is very poor for one who has been raised among Caucasians, 
and there are certain psychological traits that are disti nctly more 
Japanese than American. I suspect, for instance, a conside rable 
self consciousness on his part; there isn't that boldness and frank-
ness of expression that is more the characteristic of Ame ricans. 
His use of English is characterized by an extremely awkward  circum-
locution, which makes for an indirectness of speech about v ery simple 
subjects. -  0 

I foudd it difficult to get anything from him about his fami ly 
life; he seemed reluctant to talk about it. But my suspici on Is 
that his father and mother, or his home life, mast have"be en ratha^ 
ciiaracteristically Japanese. This assumption offers an i nteresting 
hypotnesis. Very few nisei, even those whom we regard as tho rough-" 
ly Americanized, are in fact Americanized all the way throug h "The 
only cases of thoroughgoing Americanization are in fell ows H k e 
Charlie r-ikuchi, but he didn't have any contacts with his parents, 
in tne case of Americanized nisei, there is always that trac e of" 
Japanese influence that cones through especially in the p ersonality 
of the individual, or perhaps one might say his psychology. The 
cultural behavior of the nisei may be thoroughly America n, but I 
am saying that his psychology differs from most Americans. Take 

^ and myself, for example; culturally we are quite^ 
American, I assume, but there is a varying degree of reserv ation, 
liliibition r,Dout saying things directly to others, and se lf con-
sciousness tiat distinguishes us from other Americans o f our class. 

lUr f r  f i n d s h i s m o s t  arable associates among people" 
like one Billigmeiers, Carters, and Elbersons, but there isn't that 
free-going manner about him that characterizes the latter. " "it seems 
o ^ h r ^ " 1 - 1 f e e l l n - s , and sentiments get inlaid in the personality 
n L ^ S early m his "Japanese" family life which isn't" 
erased by the cultural contacts with American society. 
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Last night Shig and I discussed the desirability of gettin g 
down to the WRA office early enou î in the morning to avoid the 
late morning and afternoon rush in that office. However , this morn-
ing Shig seemed pretty tired from the travelling since he c ontinued 
to sleep beyond the appointed time so I let him rest and w ent to 
the office instead. 

Louise arrived and told us of the housing problem encounter ed 
by two girls, a story she had heard from Dr. Tashiro. A wo man named 
Mrs. Lemon, who is said to work for the Greyhound Bus Co., su b-leased 
some rooms to two Nisei girls, one of whom is a pianist trainin g 
under Rudolph Ganz by the name of Miyamoto. As Tashiro to ld it, 
the woman apparently had been going through the girls's mai l, and 
she read something in them that infuriated her. On the Monda y 
night  of  July 19 she accosted the girls, and told them to get out. 
One version of the story is that the girls refused declarin g that 
they are American citizens with the right to live as any ot her ci-
tizens. Thereupon, Mrs. Lemon slapped them, kicked them , called 
them names, and forced them out of their rooms at midnight a nd 
locked the door on them. 

Miss Miyamoto, who was scheduled to give a program with anoth er 
girl who is a violinist, found that she could not give the . pro-
gram on the appointed date because she couldn't get at her  clothes. 
No information was offered as to where the girls went for th e night. 
In any case, they went to Dr. Tashiro for advice, and he cal led a 
police officer who is his friend and told him of the trouble. T he 
officer went with the girls to find out about the trouble, a nd 
since he didn't have much time to decide the case nor to tro uble 
about it, suggested that the girls move out. He also told th e 
woman that she had better unlock the door for the girls to perm it 
them to get their clothes and equipment. They moved out on the 
following Monday ind is now stopping with a friend until the y can 
find something else. 

The thought that irritated me, and the rest of us I assume , 
was that the woman had the nerve to go through the girls's mail. 
This is ordinarily a federal offense, and still is, but I s uppose 
this brand of American would fefcl entirely justified in i ntercept-
ing the mail of evacuees in the hope of finding something to t urn 
into the F.B.I. 

We were expecting Prof. Lundberg today since he wrote  tfca  t 
he might stop in at our office on his way out to the West Coast . 
I wanted to meet Lundberg, but since I promised Shig that I would 
go downtown to the WRA office with him, I asked Tom to take ove r 
the job of entertaining the gentleman. As it later tur ned out, 
Lundberg didn't show up after all although Tom was around the of-
fice all afternoon. 

Shig and I started downtown to take care of the various busi -
ness that requires clearing up on arrival. He was to wir e to 
his mother and dad of his arrival immediately upon setting foot 
here, but he forgot about it yesterday. So today even befor e we 
took the El. to go downtown, we stopped at 63rd at a Western U nion 
Station and wrote out the telegram, "Arrived safely yesterd ay. 
Staying with Miyamotos. Everything Okay." I'm sure mother a nd dad 
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will "be glad to get word from Shig. They're alone now in Mini doka; 
it's the first time in years and years that all their ch&ldre n have 
been away from them. When I took Michi with me to Tule Lake, I 
suppose that was quite a blow to Mrs. Morita she showed it al-
though she was brave and to Mr. Morita although he hardly ex-
pressed any feeling about it. It was the first time Michi was 
away from them in all her life, except for the brief period th at 
her mother was visiting in Japan several years ago, and she was 
her father's favorite child on top of it. Then about two wee ks 
ago, Fumiko finally got the wire from Boulder telling her to c ome 
on for the teaching job there. A week later, or less, Shig le ft 
to come here. Now they're all by themselves, and I can imagin e 
that they're pretty lonesome after all thewe years of const antly 
living together. The Moritas are a close knit family, mor e so 
than even most Japanese families, and the shock of having a ll the 
children leave at once must be rather severe. However, Fu miko 
wrote in her letter after arrival at Boulder that her mother d idn't 
even cry when Fuch left. 

Michi instructed me to phone our regrets to Mrs. Hughes abo ut 
not being able to take their place. It's too much trouble  to move 
in only for six weeks or so; it upsets my work, and isn't wort h the 
trouble considering the brevity of time we'll be there. Of co urse, 
there would be advantages in having a piano at hand for Mich i, 
but we're planning to move into a larger place anyway, an d it would 
be better if we took our time looking for that than to be rush ed 
into a new place at the end our tern at the Hugheses. Mrs. Hugh es 
had been quite anxious to have us over at their place, but to day 
when I told her our final decision, she was understanding a bout 
it. It seems she doesn't intend to hunt further for someone t o 
stay in the home, although she said that if we heard of an yone 
wanting a p&ace for a short while among the evacuees to le t her 
know. 

As we walked into the Security Buildingand approached the 
hallway leading to the WRA office, we ran into Cal Sakamoto at 
the top of the stairs. Cal. was at Tule Lake and that's whe re 
I got to know him. He's a tall, nice looking fellow with a 
ready smile. He's no intellect and so  me times  shoots off his opin-
ions openly without giving thorough consideration to what he's say-
ing, but he's a good fellow in any case. Today he had a long t ale 
of woe to give us about his job hunting experiences, althou gh one 
couldn't notice any depression in his spirits over it. He se emed 
bUilbbling over as much as usual. 

"How are you," said Calvin, ao I explained that I was getting 
along and then inquired what he was doing and where he was sta ying. 
"I'm not doing anything," he went on, "except to stick arou nd this 
office and look for a job. Just now I'm l&aring north of town u p 
near the Edgewater Beach Hotel. Frank Nakamura's wife's bro ther 
and Frank Tsukamoto had an apartment up there, but Frank ( Tsukamoto) 
went out on a recruiting job for Edgewater Beach Hotel an d he told 
me to use his apartment until I found something for myself. Frank 
said that the place was paid for until August 5th, and there would 
be an extra place there aywy anyway while he's out at Tule Lake 
getting men for the Hotel, so I took him up on it. At least it 
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helps to save expense and the pennies mount up you know. rt 

"I've bean all over town hunting for a job and haven't landed 
anything yet although I've been looking for five weeks now. I 
got into Chicago the latter part of June. I've had some experi ence 
in mechanics work so I thought I'd get into some defense wor k. I 
went around to all the big companies like G.E., Internat ional 
Harvesters, and so on, but those big outfits won't even look at 
us. A friend of mine and I thought we'd try to go in toget ha? and 
we've hunting around. He's got his tools with him, and he's h ad 
a little more experience and training than I oh, yeah, he 's a 
better mechanic than I am but I thought we could find sone thing 
that would pay about a $1.00 or ¿1.25 an hour. I've gone all ov er 
the city, but they all give you the same old brush off. This friend 
of mine has a job now and he's getting $1.02 an hour. That's all 
right. He happened to have some extra money he cou&d spend  so 
he bought himself about $100 worth of tools, but I haven't g ot that 
much to spend on tools and I'm waiting for mine to come out. I se nt 
for it back home, but it hasn't come yet, and I just wired f ar the 
tools today. I hope I get themsoon." 

"One place we went to, we talked to everybody in the place 
and finally got up to the president of the company. He wa s a pretty 
good guy and after talking to us for a while he seemd to like us 
all right. Finally he said he'd talk to the personnel man i n his 
office and see what they could line up for us. He took us to 1iie 
personnel man, and they took our application and told us to ca ll 
back on it. Well, the personnel man apparently didn't like th e 
idea of hiring us, probably thought it might not go over so well 
with the other workers, and they gave us the brush off .^I g uess 
it's pretty bad when not even the president of the company c an*t 
do anything for us because the personnel man doesn't like t he idea 
of hiring us." 

"Another place we went to, we talked to the department super-
intendant and the fellow seemed to like us all right. After talk-
ing to us for a while he told us to come to work on Monday mor ning. 
Gee, we were happy, we thought we'd finally landed somet hing. So" 
Monday morning we went to work bright and early, and then who s hould 
come up to us but the general manager. He greets us, "Hello, b oys," 
and then he starts in explaining to us how the workers whom he 
thought would be quitting had decided to stay on their jo bs so that 
they wouldn't be needing us anymore. With that, he just tur ns and 
walks off. Gee, we were mad. Hell, we get hired, and then we'r e 
fired even before we start work." 

"Mr. Shirrell was telling me that I and another fellow, C^r l ie 
Kikuchi, are the only ones who have received clearance from t he^joint 
hearing board in this area so far. I thought with the cleara nce 
I might get somewhere in finding a job, but it hasn't made a d man 
bit of difference. You can't get a defense job without c learance 
from the joint hearing board, and you can't get ajjob with t he 
clearance. Y/hat's a guy to do-J I've been hounding the old man 
(Mr. Shirrell) eger since I got here. I kid around with him, and 
tell him what I think now and then. I tell him, how about ge tting 
me something in defense work now that I've got my clear ance, and 
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he just tells me that one clearance is only a drop in the bucket 
that  there' s  hundreds of other guys that are waiting for their ' 
clearance. He wants me to go into farming at $70 a month. Hell 
if I were going into farming, I'd have stayed right back tie  re in 
camp. We've got a farm out on the coast, and we can make a li ving 
off of it. You know, when I was still in camp, my friend and I 
heard of some jobs up at Medford (Oregon) that was paying #1.50 
an hour for semi-skilled mechanics work. Of course, we could n't 
get to Medford, but we figured we'd be able to get at least a 
vl*20 or $1.25 an hour on a job out here. We wrote to Shirrell 
asking about it, and he wrote right back saying, "Come on ou t." 
He felt sure they'd be able to find something for us. Well we 
thought that was pretty good, so we packed right up and came o ut 
here. But the WRA hasn't be able to help us a damned bit. The 
jobs they get you pay only about 55 or 65# an hour. If I'd kn own 
that I'd never have come out. I'd have stayed right there in 
camp and go back to the farm when they'd lejtt us." 

"Right now we've got something lined up at the Internation al 
Harvester Co. that we think may work out all right. We've be en 
seeing everybody in that place, and they finally agreed to le t us 
know in a few days what their decision on the matter is. If we 
can^get a job there, I'll be able to get about $1.20 an hour and 
my iriend will get about $1226 an hour, with a chance for advance-
ment. The International Harvesters are a big outfit an d if we 
can crack that place, maybe it'll lead to other openings for N isei. 
I m just hoping they come through. Everyone was nice to us. " 

"I've been going to about two places a day. We've tried every -
thing from all the big outfits to the small factories, but i t doesn't 
make any difference. They're not interested in taking us. W ell 
I ve got to be running along. See you again," and with these re-
marks Cal took his departure. 

Shig and I went into the WRA office. Cal's was the first cas e 
of exceptional difficulty in finding a position that I'd h eard of 
and I was impressed by the barriers that stands in the way of t he 
resettler in finding anything decant. Of course, if Cal were will-
ing to take anything, he could probably have a job this aft ernoon, 
but he's trying to get into semi-skilled work with pay comp arable 
to that type of work, and that's a different proposition. S hig 
J 0 0 ! 1 s uPP®sa w a s impressed with the problems confronting him 
in finding anything along the line of accounting. 

A lot of my friends were in the outer waiting room as I walked 
in. Ted and Alice Watanabe were sitting there, ahd when they c ame 
out after seeing Shirrell, we promised to see each other la ter in' 
the evening. Henry Takeda, who was a lawyer in Saaramento and at 
Tule, saia to be a very brilliant student in his recent la w school 
?ay ?>  wa

T
s sitting there and greeted me. I had scarcely known him 

lu  b u t  today we were like olA friends. I noticed that 
the Italian-looking Caucasian girl who was previously the r ecep-
tionist was no longer anywhere around the office. She struck me 
then as being a bit uppity, and I wondered if she quit the job 
because whe couldn't stand the daily and constant contact w ith 
Japanese. 
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As I talked to Henry Takeda, I sensed that he was both de-
pressed and bitter about the barriers standing in.the way of eco-
nomic opportunities for fellows like himself. H enry  a  pretty 
smooth fellow with a rather slick tongue and a twinkle in his e yes 
that usually gets him what he wants, but although all this was still 
a part of him, below the surface of his savoir faire I note d un-
certainty and a deep sense of insecurity. He talked freely of his 
troubles. 

!r I cam out_in early Ju&g-, about July 5th. My wife came out 
first, because I'd volunteered and I wanted her to be reset tled, 
but I was rejected due to my health and I came out since. We've 
been in Cleveland the past month. Cleveland's all right, but I 
couldn't find anything there so I came here a couple of d ays ago. 
I'm here only for about ten days. If I could get into anything , 
defense work or anything, that would pay a decent wage, I' d get 
Into it. i spent a lot of time looking around in Cleveland,  but 
I couldn^t find anything that would pay enough to keep us goi ng. 
By I've got to find something soon. I can't go on living°like 
this without a job. !i 

mentioned the case of my lawyer friend who was in Chicago 
until recently trying to get something, and of what he'd told me 
about having some law firm clerical jobs that he'd had line d up. 
I mentioned that he'd gone to Madison.) "What kind of a plac eáis 
Madison?" (I replied that it was a very attractive town thou gh with-
out much industry.) "I don't think clerical jobs in law fi rms 
pay very much. Law firms are pretty hard to get into anyway , and 
there isn't any reciprocity in the case of lawyers as in' th at of 
doctors. The laws of different states vary, you know, and yo u 
have to take an exam for each different state." 

"I thought I might get into Civil Service so I made my appli-
cations. The Civil Service Commission was very cordial, bu t nothing 
ever came of it. I knew a friend in the War Manpower Commissio n 
who thought he might be able to get me into the Federal Tax C omm. 
I thought I could work at that kind of thing all right. They wer e 
hopeful and I waited around thinking that I might be able to "get 
in, but the federal offices have become increasingly caref ul about 
taking Nisei and they stalled me off. Nothing came of it." 

"It's getting tougher for the Nisei to get into Civil Serv ice 
and federal agencies ever since the Dies Committee Hearing s. All 
the agitation against the Japanese makes the public cautiou s about 
hiring any evacuees. Somfebody in the higher governmental  offices 
should come out with a statement for the evacuees 9 someone like 
President Roosevelt. I went to the WRA office in Clevelan d several 
times in the hope of finding something through them, but th ey couldn't 
help me. They're all right, but they aren't in a position to help. 
This office  (  indicating the Chicago WRA.) is the same way. There are 
more helpers here, its a bigger office and busier, but there p robably 
aren Tt me han a couple of people here who are capable of doing 
their wo] Anyway, Mr. Shirrell doesn't have the power to do much 
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for the evauuees. His hands are tied," 

"The people in Cleveland are very kind. The apartment where 
we live, the landlady has been extremely kind and we've mad e a lot 
of other friends there. I'd like to find something there an d stay 
in that city, but if I can't find anything we'll have to move out. 
The man living in the apartment below us, for example, does n't want 
us to leave, and when he heard that ± was having a hard time f inding 
something, he offered to go to his boss and speak to him  about giving 
me a job. He's working in some kind of defense plant. I don't kn ow 
if anything came of it, I haven't heard yet. My wife is th ere now." 

"If the Nisei are given a chance, I think most Caucasians wo uld 
get to like us. I think they'd find that we're good efficient w ork-

and they'd find us easy to get along with." 

Just then a man whom I've seen around Chicago, a short Issei -ish 
sort of fellow, came in and Henry went off with him. He told m e as 
he went out that he was staying with this fellow whose name  is Naka-
mura. I couldn't help feeling that Henry was pretty worried a bout 
his situation, I later learned that his wife was not well, an d that 
he f d like to be in Chicago ivhere he'd be near a doctor that he cou ld 
get help from, like Dr. Baba. 

Shig went in to see lir. Daugherty. In the meantime, Mr. Shir-
rell came by and stopped to talk to me. As is his habit now, he  un-
loads his worries upon those whom he knows. Said he, "How's t he work 
going? Do hear from the Thomases; are they coming out this way again 
soon? Your associate, Kikuchi, was in to see me a little whi le ago. 
He was telling me about the housing problems he's heard abo ut. The 
trouble is a lot of these 3roung girls don't realize that t hey've got 
to watch their steps if they're not going to get put out of t heir 
homes. Some of them have large groups of fellows all the ti me, or 
invite a lot of their friends to their place. If they're nois y 
until late at night, people are going to object; it doesn' t matter 
whether they're Caucasians, or Japanese, or what. Some of these 
girls are inviting fellows up to their bedrooms, and it's  not sur-
prising that people object to that sort of thing. They don' t seem 
to know any better than that. It's the result of their lif e in the 
centers where they didn't have anyplace other than their on e room 
in which to entertain, but they've got to learn better here . (I 
objected that there were other instances of clear-cut discr imination 
in these cases.) Oh, I'm not trying to rationalize our posi tion. 

"We've been having a lot of trouble with these fellows who stay 
on a job for a few weeks and then quit without even telling t heir 
emplojrers about it. We find a job for them, and then just as w e 
think we've got them settled, the employers calls us to say that the 
boy just dropped out without even telling him about it. We' re get-
ting a terrible reputation for sending out these"six-weeks Japs". 
That's what a lot of employers are calling them. It's fe llows like 
that one there (Shirrell indicated a young fellow with a Filipino 
haircut who was sitting there filling out a form) who's caus ing us 



Miyamo to Hourna1 
July 28, 1943 

-7-

all our headaches. And there's that other young fellow (he  indi-
cated another of the same variety who was sitting at the far end 
filling in some other forms). He's been here in Chicago for over 
a month and he hasn't moved a finder to find any employment. T his 
is the first time he's been in our office since he first arriv ed here. 
(Shaking his head) I don't know what we're going to do with th em. 
The trouble with them is that they go in gangs. One fellow in the 
gang decided to auit his job and change over to something else , and 
he takes the whole gang with him. They don't even realize tha t they 
have to get their releases before they can quit." 

"The trouble with these kids is that they've never learned to 
take responsibilities. Thefr'r® folks have always made the import-
ant decisions for them; they're just immature." 

(I mentioned to Mr. Shirrell that Shig was looking for a job 
as an accountant.) "Have him write to Kendall Smith. Kenda ll's 
lined up some accountant's offers up there._ He found a job for 
one girl that's paying her $37/50 a week, l think that's a pre tty 
good job. Of course, when you speak of accounting, more of ten it's 
just bookkeeping, but accounting jobs are pretty hard to f ind now. 

Ir. Shirrell went off, and Shig came along about then. He had 
one application blank for a position with Seidman and Seidma n, a 
company here that wants an accountant who will go around on out-of-
town jobs. Shi^ wasn't usre that he -anted an out-of-town jo b, or 
one that required travelling out of the city. He had also h eard of 
the Rockford jobs that Mr. Smith had lined up, but he wasn' t sure 
he wanted to go out of town. However, he felt himself open to s ug-
gestions^XWe walked over to the station to pick up Shig's b aggage. 
"We caught a taxi and got everything on easily enough. T he cab driver 
was a friendly fellow and started talking to us after i.' d made the 
initial approach. 

Said the cab driver: "There are quite a few of you fellows 
coming in now aren't there. I've driven some fellows up to W.  Van 
Buren out on the West Side. (Bretheren's Hostel) We've got si x of 
vosrr bô rs working at our shop (the cab repair shop on the " .Vest Side). 
There's one bo3r there, Willie, who's really a whiz. We d rive up, 
tell him the shanks on the spring need tightening up, or ask him to 
do something else for the car, and he's got it done just like that. 
Willie's all right. He does a neat job on anything we ask hi m for. 
I just drive up and say to him 'Willie, how about touching up the 
carburetor a little?' Willie just hops to it and in no time h e gets 
the thing fixed just right. The other boys are all right to o. There 
was one young fellow who came in and got a job, but you cou ld tell 
he didn't know anything. But we kid em along. Oh, those boys  are 
getting along all right out there." 

The cab nan went on to relate his social and political philo-
sophy, and we left him in very good humor at the end of the drive. 

It was anly a few minutes after we returned home that Ted an d 
Alice Watanabe came up. I had thought that Alice would dro p in alone 
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for they had said that Ted would fee going to see other people. 
It was lust before suppertime and it was- a little embarrassi ng to 
Kichi since she hadn't expected them for supper, but_ the re was plenty 
to fo around since we were having a Japanese supper tonigh t.  ±na t-  d 
the'convenience of Japanese meals, you can stretch them mo re easily. 
(See CH-305 of July 28, 1943 for further discussion of what w ent on). 

One thinr that I notice about Ted, he's acutely conscious  of 
appearances. '̂ For instance, he's always kidding his w ife about her 
fatness, and I suppose he unconsciously compares her with a nchi^ 
who happens to be slender, almost skinny. I don't feel it s  quioe 
fair to Alice, for whatever her weight-—and she doesn't l ook LOO 
bad although she carries some excess  weight-  — ,  she s an extreme-
ly fine -irl. Alice on her part takes it all in good nature, an d 
kids Ted &bput his being spoiled. She understands him well, a nd 
makes a good wife for him. 

Ted was born in Japan but came to Hawaii while very young. 
As a conseauence he doesn't have his citizenship, and It's ea ting 
into him. He's been trying everything to get into the Army,  for 
that's the only way now that he can get his first papers. .wi thout 
citizenship, he's not in a position bo gain licenses to pr actice med. 
in many states, and he's finding all kinds of barriers right now 
about getting positions. It seems to me the person without c iti-
zenship is inclined to value American citizenship much mor e than 
the person with it, at least it's true among nisei. -'here as most 
nisei blame their difficulties upon their race, the America n-bred 
non-citizen Japanese, tends to blame his difficulties upo n his 
lack of citizenship. It almost comes to the point where t he^pos-
session of citizenship almost seems a panacea for all thei r Ills. 
Especially is this the case in fellows like Ted who are so thor ough-
ly" Americanized that they feel they get along better with C aucasians 
than other nisei. Ted is inclined to fe&l, I believe, that un like 
many nisei he has no problem about social contacts with C aucasians, 
yet"that his lack of citizenship is the barrier that obst ructs his 
advancement here. 

After Ted and Alice left, this evening, Shig remarked, ''Th ey're 
pro-American, aren't they." It -strcuck me as peculiar th at we now 
raise the question among nisei whether they are pro-Ameri can or 
otherwise. " There is a sense in which this view is meaningf ul; 'since 
so many nisei hrve tome to feel bitter about the evacuati on,^the 
pro-American can only be the person who, in spite of evacua tion 
and all other discrimim  tion,  still considers America his final 
and ultimate home. Our hallway door was open, and Michi wond ered 
if the girl next door might not have heard the comment, and ot hers 
which I^was making on the subject. There is always the probl em 
that walls have ears, and that people may erst and our meanin g. 
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Today was my birthday and I'm now thirty-one. It's a little 
terrifying the way times flies; there's so much to do and so l ittle 
time to do it. In another thirty years I'll be over sixty, but 
I feel that in that time I've got̂ to do some really origi nal think-
ing about sociology and produce something that's worth whi le. It 
means learning a lot about cultures and society that I don 't know 
now; I've got to achieve a thoroughgoing knowledge of anth ropology, 
social psychology, history, economics, and political scie nce, not 
to mention sociology. I've got to take account of_all thes e things 
and work out a sociology that makes sense to me. 1 want to be a 
Darwin in sociology. These are the thoughts that dominate m y mind 
as I pass another milestone. Ambitious? Yes.' But i was alwa ys 
ahbitious to achieve the impossible. The details of the fu ture, 
the details of personal life and of one's own personal lim itations, 
don't loom large in the thinking of the moment, and it is on ly 
because they don't enter into consideration that 1 can hold these 
ambitions. 

I went off to the office early to get my work done before Kaz 
and Nobu arrive and we'll be off down torn to celebrate the bi rthday. 
Charlie came in and started talking of the things he had le arned 
from his visit with Shirrell yesterday. Shirrell gave him a further 
account of the N. Clark St. incident, but it's substantially as 
we heard it before. According to Shirrell's version the Fil ipinos 
were waiting to attack the boys, and no move was made by the l at-
ter to incite the attack, at least on that occasion. The  night 
before, one of the boys named Ishibashi had a fight with a  Filipino 
but the argument was settled without incident at the time . Charlie 
feels that Shirrell hasn't a well rounded picture of the inc ident, 
for he's failed to take into account all the personal facto rs of 
jealousy that entered into the affair. Shirrell's opinion is that 
it was merely the Filipino attitude towards Japanese which had most 
to do with the incident, but  our  other Information would lead us 
to believe that the threat of the Hawaiian boys taking over the 
spotlight of the N. Clark St. district from the Filipinos , and the 
arguments over women probably had more to do with it. 

Charlie also learned that the Tule  L ake ueople will have the 
choice of going to Topaz, Minidoka, Heart Mout^ain, or Gr anada. 
These centers, it seems, are the ones which will be retained by 
the WRA the longest. Tule Lake is to have a S feet fence put 
around it. My guess is that the fence will be an invitation to 
escape rather than the contrary; none of those evacuees wou ld think 
of it as long as they left the thing as It is. It's another s ymbol 
of something to resent and tear down. The "Disloyal l!  In Tule Lake 
will be given freedom to do what they want in the way of teac hing 
Japanese, having Japanese entertainment, etc. And they'l l have 
them, I'm sure, for their position will become increasingly clearly 
defined as that of the "Jap n group, and they'll do everything to 
convince themselves of the rightness of their choice. 

Charlie was most conerned about the fact that Shirrell talk s 
a lot aboiit the zoot suit variety of nisei who are coming i nto Chi-*" 
cago and making it tough for the WRA to carry on its relocat ion 
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ŵ-u.. Shirrell told Charlie,  ;I The draft will be the best thing 
in the world for those  boys, "  which, is the same statement he made 
to me yesterday when I was there right after Charlie. I a gree wife 
Charlie's vehement contention that the draft will solve not hing fa? 
these fellows, or any other nisei, 'The post-war problems w ill be 
the same as the problems today, in fact tougher, and if the boys 
aren't learning to adjust now, they can't be expected to adj ust 
after the war when there most likely will be a lot of disillusi on-
ment among the nisei. Charlie declares that Shirre11 seems t o 
think if he can get these problems off his hands, his problem s are 
solved for him, but Charlie thinks this is merely postponin g an 
issue until the thing becomes even more difficult to hand le. I 
agree with Charlie; my reaction to Shirrell's view was exac tly the 
same. The point of it all is this, the WRA is one of the weake st 
agencies of the aEgiraE. Government from the standpo int of its power 
to accomplish anything. As Takeda says, it's hands are tied/  Shir-
rell must feel this keenly, and so he comes to the conclusio n that 
his problems must be simplified tour de force, and the logi c 
prescribed by the sociologist's view has no longer any signi ficance 
to the administrator, ffhere must be an interesting psychology in -
volved in the demoralization of the administrators of Go vernment 
agencies that have no power. Shirrell doesn't think muc h of the 
I-awaiians, t and I suspect his tendency now is to treat them categor-
ically as ''bad eggs". 

The story that's getting around is that the U.S. Employmen t 
Service isn't helping the_nisei as much as before the public ity 
from the Dies Hearings. in some circles it's leading to bitte r-
ness against the Dies Comm. for having initially given the adverse 
publicity, and also against the U.S.E.S. for not helping the nisei 
in spite of it. No check has been made to verify the truth of 
this rumor, but it shall be made. 

Kaz and Nobu came down from V/innetkk, and we had lunch tog ether. 
I'm afraid that the isolation in Winnetka isn't particula rly good 
for Kaz. At Tuie Lake, the close association he had with you ng 
people, and the great amount of organizational activity in which 
he participated in the church group there, made of Kaz a muc h more 
sociable chap than I'd aver before known him to be. If K a z had 
the opportunity to give expression to his organizational a bility, 
a type of work that enjoys doing, he could fit into almost any 
group and at the same time be deeply affected Tbfr his associ ates, 
•here it's just a liquid informal social group, he lacks i nterest 

in participating, and he holds himself aloof from associ ation as 
if he didn't give a about the people. I suspect a basic in-
feriority feeling about himself, but he gains self satisfa ction 
in organizational work which he knows he does well. It is in t he 
latter instance when there is active interpersonal relati ons with 
his associates, and it's then that he's most influenced by his con-
tacts. I suspect iseei are that way; it's probably their inf eriority 
feelings about participating in American-groups that re strains them 
from being influenced by American society. If they didn't f eel in-
ferior in American society, they could more easily particip ate in 



Miyamoto J ournal 
duly 18, 1945 

American society and thus become acculturated. 

Kaz and Hobuz find their work much as it was before. The 
-̂ ridges are earnestly seeking a farm now, and they think they'll 
have Kaz manage the farm. Kaz, however, has different ideas "al-
though he hasn't told this to Mr. Bridges, for he has no desir e 
to work on a farm again. 

Went to the office and got home in time  to,  change before going 
down to ^hina town for our little celebratioru^ Tom and I ag-edd ° 
that since there will be seven in our party tonight, it would be 
better if Tom and Tomi want down by themselves while we took ou r 
own way here. That way we're not so conspicuous. The first tim e 
I went to Chinatown since coming back here, I felt a little uneasy 
about going to Chinatown, but the place doesn't phase me a bi t now, 
Ted and Alice tell us that Dr. Tashiro is advising nisei not t o 
gopo^a certain Chinese restaurant named Shanghai Low (or some such) 
for the restaurant hires some Filipino restaurants who t ry to make 
things unpleasant for the nisei. 

cy.  ; oda y> unlike the last time we were at Tai Dong, the place 
was¿little rushed. Anyway, we waited an inordinately long " ti^e 
for our meal to be served, and I gut to thinking that this m ethod 
ox stalling us might be a way of their telling us they didn't w ant 
our patrong^e. The waiters just didn't seem to be paying any a t-
tention to us. :ie got our meal_all right; maybe all my susp icions 
were the result of imagining. I suppose this is the way pa ranoids 
get started. The head waiter was cheefful enough when we f irst 
cjpie in, and actually the place was busy, but the fact tha t it seem-
ed the waiter was purposely ignoring us got me. 

•* e c s m e b a c k o n  the SI. altogether, and sat around at our >plsce 
chewing -one rag some more. Kaz and Nobu left early to vet ba ck 
home, but Tom and Tomi stayed with us. The subject of convers ation 
was the indirectness of Japanese approach in social relatio ns. Shi-
sold us of an incident' that happened to him recently in Min idoka 

A certain niesi girl in his block, attractive in appearan ce but 
ratner Japanesy in personality, took a liking to him and t he family 
thought wel_ of him too probably. They would invite him to th eir 
place, and ohig would go by taking his friends with him, "fo r oro-
tection . The mother allegedly told some friends, its nic e to'havB 
the boys visiting, but they should come over one at a time. The 
parents are apparently very much concerned about arrang ing a o-ood 
marriage for their daughter. During the past month, after r eturn-
ing irom farm work, ohig was not working and at lunch time, he , hir 
motner, Osuki, and the girl that lives next door to their a partment, 
got m the habit  o±  having lunch together ©very day. 'This girls 
iolks were working elsewhere, and it was natural that she sh ould 
join them for lunch. She's not a particularly attractive -i rl, but 
is very friendly. °  5 

The latter girl whose name is Jane, had a very close girl frien d 
working m the same office as the former girl who had the crush on"" 
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Shig. The girl with the crush stopped speaking to jfc hE Jane's girl 
friend, and the former's explanation of this to anothe r girl was 
that since Jane now made it a habit to eat with Shig and his m otha 1 

she wasn't going to speak to Jane's friend any more. 

This, of course, doesn't make much sense. The inferenc e we 
draw is that since the first girl is offended by Jane's c lose as-
sociation v/ith Shig, she takes it out on Jane's girl fr iend. She 
still speaks to Jane, however. The girl's family has don e all but 
propose to Shig, and we offered the opinion that we got Shig out 
in the nick of time before he was grabbed off by a predatory woman. 
But cases like these can be multiplied manifold in the Jap anese 
community. Tom related the case of a certain family in Stoc kton 
that made such a fuss about getting their marriageable daii ghters 
properly connected that everyone in town gossppped abouty it, noone 
dared go close to the family, and finally the older sister  through 
off the family yoke and went wild, while the younger dau ghter went 
out on her own and married Dr. -Muramoto on her hwn. Parenta l in-
fluences of this kind must place innumerable bindings upo n the nisei. 
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May wrote to Nobu saying that she and mother have decided they 
had better get out of Tule Lake before the segregation actu ally 
begins. ¿he wanted Nobu to see what could be done at Shirrel l's 
office, (a) about getting her leave clearance from T.L., and (b) 
about lining up a job for her. Nobu talked to Miss Young abou t it 
and learned that there are some good bookkeeper's position s open, 
especially one particular job which pays well although i t means 
working at night from $:00 p.m. to 1:50 in the morning. 

This morning I wrote immediately to the Leaves Office of T ule 
Lake certifying that we had a place already arranged for mo ther 
and May to stay at. I did the same for Shig a week or more ago 
before he was able to get his clearance. This is now required by 
the i/RA probably because of the housing shortage here in Ch icago. 

Charlie was on hand and talked of his interview with Mrs. Iwa -
gami, a Caucasian woman who is  SSELK married to the jack-ofaall-tra3ies 
who is now working for IHdison Commonwealth. Mrs. Iv/agami , as I 
gather it, identifies herself with Americans but is very  helpful 
to the resettlers coming here. However, she fears the intr usion 
of resettlers into their lives to the point where they may di stubr 
the present equanimity. She doesn't want too many coming to h er 
church, for wxample. This is understandable, for as long a s she 
is partially identified with the Japanese, she must take the m into 
account. She can't ignore the Japanese. 

Charlie received a wire this afternoon from Gila reporting 
the death of his father. Miss Green, social welfare at U of C 
came in just after cljhrlie received the call, and it wasn 't until 
after she left that he revealed the information to us. He took 
it rather calmly 1 assumed that he hadn't had much contact w ith 
his father and that any sentimental attachments could be o nly of 
the weakest. But there's no d.oubt that he feels the responsi bility 
of clearing matters up for his family, espeiaially the porti on 
that still remains in Gila. He immediately talked of sendi ng either 
Mariko and Alice down to Gila to look after everything. I gu ess 
they expected something like this for he had sent Mariko ba ck to 
Gila on her vacation for the purpose of seeing the family " before 
he died". Charlie talked of sending an immediate wire, walk ed out 
and didn't turn up for the remainder of the aft. Charlie ta kes 
his responsibilities seriously; that's the thing that impr esses me 
about him. 

Togo came in with the information that the WRA is closing t he 
Cleveland office  be cause  of lack of work. They are apparently going 
to extend the work of the New York office. But his choicest i nfo 
had to do with the K. Clark St. Incident on which he gained fu rther' 
dope from a fellow named Miyahara who is a gang leader.of t he Hawair 
ians. Miyahara says most of the fellows who were involved ca me 
from Rohwer, and down there these fellows got thrown into t he jug 
on some count. Miyahara was instrumental in getting them ou t, accord-
ing to the story, and that's why he's looked on as their lead er. 
It seems that -̂ shibashi got into trouble with some Filipin o on the 
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night bef&re, but the argument of that night was more serio us than 
was reported to Shirrell.  •  The fracas did not end by the Filipino 
sailor and Ishibashi shaking hands, it ended with Ishib ashi going 
to the washroom with the Filipino and beating him up. Ishib ashi 
was a kind of prize fighter in his day, and prides himself on hi s 
ability to handle himself, and he helps around the tavern w here 
the encounter took place. 

On the eve of the incident, there were five nisei-Hawaiians 
together instead of the £±xax3iHn£± four mentioned in the n ews, 
and Mi yah ar a was the fifth man. He got away before the fight 
started. The Filipino who stabbed Ishibashi tried to strike  into 
his abdomen and then slash across, but Ishibashi declares th at 
because he 1s a fighter, he knew how to fall straight backwards be-
fore the man was able to slash across. Hokamura was less for tu-
nate. Ishibashi has now sewed up the pants where the knife  cut 
in, and is going about his way as cheerfully as ever. 

I'iyahara, who was a barber in L.A. before evacuation, is no w 
talking about startging a Hawaiian orchestra. These fel lows all 
seem to have a very carefree view of life; the idea is to e at,sleer 
and be merry. They're not much concerned about the future, n or 
are they concerned about the present as 'long as they have en ough 
to eat. They exchange clothes, and live communally, much as do 
the Filipinos. 

Togo had some films he borrowed from the WRA that can thro wn 
on the screen as stills. We tried them out, and they came ou t 
beautifully, except that as we turned the thing, suddenly there 
was Togo right before us. And.he was right besides us tool Tog o 
can't imagine when the WRA ever took his picture, or where th ey" 
got the snapshot. It was a shock to us. 

Michi came back from the WRA after going down with Shig this 
afternoon about a job call that came to him this morning. T he 
WRA informed him they had a good place for him, but Mr."Daug hfcety 
wasn't in until about four p.m., and they were too late t o see 
the employment officer at the Mayling Shoe Co. where the jo b call 
comes from. The pay is $52.50 a mk., and there are six other n isoi 
working there already. He would be the asst. merchandise of ficer 
if he got the position. 

1 also asked Michi to take a letter to Mr. Shirrell informin g 
that office of our preparedness to take in mother and May. T hey 
promised to teletype Tule Lake for their immediate release . As for 
..ay's job, Michi asked what wages Miss Young considered a "^ood wage" 
for girls, following up what she had told Nobu, and Miss Youn r re-
plied that she meant about #55.00 a meek. Michi and I agre e that 
for that amount, mother and May could probably work on the ou tside 

uite satisfactorily. 

Ruth Tsuji, the receptionist at the WRA office, whom I met at 
a_recent RA conference, is the person who is taking over the Hughe 
place for the next two months. She and her sister are to re nt the 
place, and Mrs. Hughes asked ¿hat Michi be allowed to contin ue prac 
ticing there. 
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Shig wask asked to come down again this morning at 9:50 by 
the Mayling Shoe Go. to see the employment officer since he had 
already left by the time they got there the previous day. Mich i 
went down with him again since Shig wanted to see more of the town 
and Michi isn't averse to going window shopping. 

I worked at the office all day. The first thing in the morn-
ing there was a special delivery mail from Morton enclosing the 
acceptacne form of the  T~. of California. I'm to get ^150 a month 
according to that, which is the sum agreed upon. I had to get 
the form notarized before returning with my signature attac hed, 
so I ran over to the Bookstore where Miss Ross, a notray th ere, 
did the trick for me. It was a busy morning getting all these 
things straightened out. 

Morton wrote that W.I. had fractured several ribs in an ac -
cident, and I felt worried about the consequences. D.S. must be 
quite worried. 

Michi left a note for me at noon asking that I take the tickets 
for tonights opera down to Tom and Rose. They're going with u s. 
I also brought them Michi's Book of Opera so they migh t gon over 
the story of Carmen before seeing the thing. Tom and Rose both 
have Saturdays and Sundays off, so thsrs they were just cl eaning 
house when 1 got down there. I understand the one thing Tom ob -
jects toE is going out shopping for groceries with Rose, but I 
can understand that for I feel a little that way myself, an d Shig 
objects rather strenuously. The girls contend that the sh opping 
for the week end Is too much for them to carry aloney and so in 
the end we go along despite our objections. 

Tom informs me that Mike Eakata, an old friend of mine, is 
moving out of 6401 Kimbark where they moved into only a littl e 
over a week ago. They've ta" en an apartment on 3300 North Si de, 
a much better place than they had. At Iiirabark there were tw o oth® 
beside I-ike, Ken ̂ -oshihara and Ronald Shioaaki, but now t hey are 
taking an unfurnished,apartment for five.since Ronny's ma rried 
brother is coming in with them with his wife. They figure that 
•',¿20 per person will pay for the immediate furniture nee ds. They 
all started down at Maple Manor near N. Clark St. in the slumm y 
districts there, moved to the South Side, and now they're m oving 
into a hightone apartment on the North Side. So the search  for 
better things goes on among these fellows. I suppose this is anoto-
er phase of the eternal struggle by which the nisei seeks to be tter 
his lot. There were other "Japs" living at 6401 Kimbark, w hich 
may-have been another reason for clearing out of there. 

Charlie didn't show up today. I suppose he's busy trying to 
make all the arrangements for clearing up his family affa irs. 

There was a dress parade of the navy school this afternoon 
and the big shots of the navy school were marching down th e aisles 
as I came across the Midway. I carefully avoided crossing the Mid-
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way at that point. I'm almost over cautious in my effort to avo id 
bringing suspicion on myself or of getting into trouble wit h au-
thorities. 

This evening l.Iichi, Shig, Tom, Rose, and I, all went dovm to 
see Carmen. The opera was shown at the soldier's Field, or on e 
enfl of it," and the seats were terrifically hard, but we end ured it 
for the sake of culture'  .  I'm not a very strong opera goer but 
I go because it's the thing which "cultured" people do. The l ead-
ing singer, Kurt Baum, and the lead of the female cast, Bruna D as-
tagna, were very good. Even I couM tell. Kurt Baum in particul ar 
had a ringing clear voice, rich and mellow. 3-iven time, I'l l get 
so I'll enjoy these things. 

We.noticed about one or two other nisei couples present ton ight 
at the opera. Otherwise, the place was notably vacant of ni sei. 


