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NEW eUAYUIBi 
EXPANSION SET' 

To Take Important 
Part in Program 

BY RUTH FINNEY 
The News Washington Correspondent 

WASHINGTON, Sept'. 24.—The 
guayule rubber program, which Con-
gress launched In niggardly fashion 
last spring, will be expanded to a 
point where it may play an impor-
tant part in supplying the rubber 
needs of the United States Army and 
Navy. 

The Senate has approved a bill 
making this possible; the House is 
expected to act speedily. 

Synthetic rubber makers still 
have to mix some natural rubber 
with their product to meet the re-
quirements of the armed services, 
and the guayule rubber to be 
grown in California may meet this 
need when the existing stock pile 
is exhausted. 
The new bill, sponsored by Senator 

Sheridan Downey, permits planting 
of 500,000 acres of guayule, instead 
of the 75,000 acres authorized last 
spring. 

Seed is not available for planting 
the entire 500,000 acres at this time, 
but the yield of seeds this year has 
been eight times what the Govern-
ment anticipated, and present* plans 
I call for planting an additional 88,000 
acres next spring. 
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HW H C T M E f l C O 
If Congress approves proposed legisla-

tion for expanding the production of gua-
yule as a source for crude rubber, New 
Mexico may benefit more than anticipated 
f rom the plantings, depending to some ex-
tent on the experiments that have been 

1 conducted the past year in a few sections of 
L the state. 

In its report on the rubber situation, the 
Baruch committee recommended that all 
restrictions be removed and that the "gua-
yule program be given every possible sup-
port as the principal source of crude rub-
ber which could not be lost to us short of 
conquest of American territory." 

$ � 

The guayule program sponsored this 
year called for the planting of 75,000 acres 
of the rubber producing shrub. The pro-
gram recently advanced by the Department 
of Agriculture is for the planting of 180,-
000 acres, with the plantings not confined 
to California, where the original experi-
ments were made, but to other sections of 
the Southwest where the plant will grow. 
The Department of Agriculture now has 
available 132,000 pounds of guayule seed, 
as against 23,000 pounds when the program 
was started last March. 

• <s> <a> 
The Baruch report said figures obtained 

from the Department of Agriculture show 
about 1,200,000 pounds of rubber can be 
milled this Fall f rom existing mature 
plants, and estimated that a production of 
35,000 tons could be obtained in 1943, as 
rubber can be harvested two years after 
the seeds are planted. The committee recom-
mended that priorities for farm and milling 
equipment necessary for the production of 
guayule in large quantities be immediately 
granted by WPB in order that the Fall 
planting season may not be lost. 

These recommendations, it is reported, 
are being put into legislation to be intro-
duced in Congress soon. 

� � � 

We have seen no authoritive reports 
on the results of the experimental plant-
ings of guayule near Roswell, Las Cruces, 
and we believe Deming, but if these results 
are at all satisfactory, New Mexico should 
obtain plantings of several hundred acres 
of the shrub under the proposed program. 
Eventually it might provide a new crop for 
this southern areas of the state of consider-

! able importance. \ »mEI 
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Senate Approves Boost 
In Acreage Of Guayule 

WASHINGTON, Sept. 22 —OP)— 
Legislation authorizing the agri-
culture department to increase the 
potential acreage planted, in guay-
ule, a source of rubber, from 75,-
000 to 500,000 acres has been pass-
ed by the senate. 

Senator Downey, Democrat of 
California, explained that the yield 
of guayule seed this year was eight 
times urhj^t had been anticipated, 
"al lowing'^great ly expanded pro-
gram." The .bill, passed * yesterday 
without objection, went to . the 
house for consideration. 
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Guayule May Be 
Planted in Half 

WASHINGTON, Sept. 21 (¿P)_ 
Legislation authorizing the Agri-
culture Department to increase the 
potential acreage planted in 
guayule, a source of rubber, from 
75,000 to 500,000 acres was passed 
today by the Senate. 

Senator Downey (D., Cal.) ex-
Pained that the yield of guayule 
seed this year was eight times that 
had been anticipated, "allowing a 
greatly expanded program." The 
bill, passed without objection, went 
to the House for consideration. 

Meanwhile, an intensive study of 
the possible production of guayule 
in the San Juaquin valley .with 
the aid of water furnished by thej 
Central Valley Project will be 
started immediately, it was an-
nounced today. 

The study was approved at a 
meeting of U. S. Bureau of Recla-
mation and State officials at Sacra-
mento. 

To supplement the Nation's rub-
ber production, guayule production! 
in. the San Joaquin valley will be 
surveyed to determine what acre-
age now irrigated within the Cen-
tral Valley Project Area is suitable 
for guayule production and how; 
much of that acreage will be avail-' 
able for the 1943, 1944 and 19451 
seasons. 

T M University of California''will I 
joir^tM Bureau of Reclamation and | 

Million Acres 

the t California 
in the study» 
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DOWNEY BARES 

6UAYULE GAIN 
WASHINGTON, Sept. 21 (AP). 

Legislation authorizing the Agri-
culture Depar tment to increase 
the potent ial acreage p lanted in 
guayule, a source of rubber, f rom 

¡75,000 to 500,000 acres was passed 
today by the Senate. 

Senator Downey (D., Cal.) ex-
| plained t h a t the yield of guayule 
seed this year was eight- t imes 
what had been ant icipated, "al-
lowing a greatly expanded pro-
gram." The bill, passed without 
objection, went to the House for 
consideration. 
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California to Grow Rubber 
The domesticated guayule shrub prom-

ises to become a ra the r impor tant source 
of rubber as the resul t of p lans now be-
ing matured fo r seedling plant ings a t 
Indio and Oceanside and of discussions 
before Congress of a much greater grow-
ing program than has been authorized 
to date. The two Southern California en-
terpr ises are in addit ion to tha t a t Sa-

I l inas, where the government has taken 
over the facil it ies of t he pr iva te interests 
< which tamed the wi ld p lant of the Mex-
ican desert mesas,. and wil l be directed 
by Maj. Evan W. Kelley, Uni ted States 
Forest Service administ rator in charge 
of the guayule rubber emergency project. 
Seedlings for 7i5,000 acres have been made 
available a t Salinas, bu t enough for 
175,000 acres more wil l be developed 
in the Southland areas. Plant ing of seed 
beds has, indeed, actual ly begun a t Iridio. 

A bil l being weighed in Washington 
would provide fo r an expansion u p to 
500,000 acres of producing shrubs, and 
the President only* yesterday gave impetus 
thereto by asking Congress for an appro-
pr iat ion of $19,000,000 in addit ion to the 
$13,000,000 already Voted for the growing 
of the rubber-yielding shrub. 

| The administrat ion is evidently t ry ing 
to make up for the t ime it lost in tak ing 
advantage of guayule's demonstrated pos-
sibilities. I t wil l be recalled tha t the Sa-
l inas corpdration offered to sell i ts p lant 

¡and equipment to the government when 
domestic rubber- sources . were being in-

vestigated early in the defense period, bu t 
tha t Washington chose instead to spend 
large sums in quests for other sources'. 
A f ter all tha t t ime and money had been 
wasted, the existing guayule facilit ies were 
taken over—as a wa r measure. The for-
tunate th ing about i t all is ' that the de-
velopers, of the indust ry had hung on de-
spite thei r inabil i ty to make the product 
pay, commercially ih competit ion w i th 
the cheaper t ree rubber of the tropics. 
There has never been any doubt as to 
guayule's emergency value under any-
th ing resembl ing a long-time program. 

As "things stand, production cannot 
amount to much before 1944, when seed-
lihgs set out now wil l have at tained suffi-
cient growth for harvest ing. Mexico is 
helping by put t ing the wild grdwth of her 
mesas and that f r om l imited cult ivation 
a t our disposal. Meanwhile, scientists a re 
work ing to f ind rubber sources f rom 
other p lants tha t produce more quickly. 
The bill in Congress allows for assistance 
in such research, 

Considerable promise " is seen in ' two 
vines f rom Madagascar and in , hybr ids 
theref rom. One, Cryptostegia grandiflora, 
to give i ts scientific name, has been yield-
ing in an apparent ly sat isfactory manner 
in the Coachella Valley, producing rubber 
even quicker t han guayule. State Depart-
ment of Agr icul ture officials a re urging 
Washington to make large plant ings of 
th is in addit ion to guayule. Every proven 
source should be developed to the l im i t 

S P B S H R H S 
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President Asks $19,000,000 
More for California Guayule 

WASHINGTON, Sept. 17. (U.R) 
President Roosevelt today asked 

I Congress to grant a supplemental 
$19,000,000 appropriat ion to the 
Department of Agricul ture for 
guayule rubber shrub cultivation 
and production in California. 

Wayne Coy, act ing director of 
the Bureau of the Budget, said 
in a letter accompanying Presi-
dent Roosevelt 's that $13,035,000 
already has been made available 
for the same purpose. The Presi-
dent 's letter was addressed to 
Speaker Sam Rayburn. 

Coy said the supply of guayule 
seed available for plant ing is six 
t imes larger than expected at the 
t i m e the Agriculture Depart- ' 
ment',^/appropriation r e q u e s t s 
were being prepared. 

fo'an.ting as much as pos-

sible of this increased seed sup-
ply this fal l ra ther than i n ' t h e 
spring, a six-month growth of 
shrub wil l be gained and an ad-
dit ional potential rubber supply 
of 20,000 tons wil l be available 
fo r 1944," Coy's letter said. 



Los Angeles Times 
September 17, 1942 
P- 1 

Southland to Be Center 

of Guayule Production 
Oceanside and Indio Selected for Vast New 

Projects, Destined to Make Area No. 1 in Nation 

Two vast new guayule rubber-
raising projects, one in Indio 
and the other in Oceanside, are 
destined to make Southern Cali-
fornia the center of a new rub-
ber resource, it was officially an-
nounced yesterday. 

Maj. Evan W. Kelley, United 
States Forest Service adminis-
t rator in charge of the guayule 
rubber emergency project, dis-
closed the expansion at a con-
ference yesterday in the Federal 
Building here wi th Department 
oif Agriculture officials. 

W ILL LEAD COUNTY 
The two new projects will be 

devoted to raising seedlings of 
the desert shrub, enough for an 
eventual plant ing of 176,000 acres. 

With each acre yielding 800 
pounds of pure rubber, it was 
predicted that in little more than 
two years the Southland will be 

the greatest guayule rubber-rais-
ing area in the country. 

Maj. Kelley said tha t already 
his "rubber rangers" have begun 
the plant ing of 10,000 seed beds, 
each four feet wide and 400 feet 
long, near Indio. The Oceanside 
project, plans for which already 
have been completed, will be un-
dertaken wi th in the next few 
weeks. . 

DRYER DISTRICTS 
Officials at the conference 

pointed out tha t experiments at 
the first seed beds at Salinas have 
disclosed that guayule grown un-
der irr igation matures twice as 
fast as in its natura l state and 
can be ready for processing at 
the end of two years' under mod-i 
ern methods. 

Indio and Oceanside we're chos-
en as sites for the new seed beds, 
it was stated, because of moder-
ately dry climates that el iminate 
the use of wooden rai ls for culti-
vators. In other areas the rails, 
or duck boards, were needed to 
keep the heavy machines' f rom 
mir ing down where rainfal l sup-
plants irr igation. Considerable ex-
pense is saved in the dryer dis-
tricts. 

Maj. Kelley also explained that 
in the southern par t of the State, 
because of the dry climate, two 
crops can be raised annually, in-
stead of one, as in the nor thern 
half of the State. 

Headquarters for the purchas-
ing offices -of the government 's 
guayule projects are to be opened 
soon in San Bernardino, Maj. 
Kelley said. 

Increase in Guayule 

Acreage Approved 
WASHINGTON, Sept. 16. (/P) 

The Senate Military Affairs Com-
mittee voted today to increase 
the acreage to be planted in 
guayule and other rubber-bear-
ing plants f rom 75,000 to 500,000 
acres. 

The change was incorporated 
in a measure by Senator Downey 
(D.) Cal., amending an act un-
der which the Agriculture De-
par tment has planted guayule in 
t h e Salinas Valley in California 
to produce rubber to meet the 
shortage caused by the war. 
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¡Expert Enters 
Guayule Hunt 

LOGAN—D. C. Tingey, research 
associate professor of agronomy at j 
Utah State Agricultural college, 
who is noted for his significant 1 
work in developing smut-resistant 
grains and weed control methods, 
has been appointed senior agrono-
mist With the bureau of plant in-
dustry to help develop guayule 
rubber in the U. S. 

Professor Tingey has b e e n 
granted a leave of absence "for 
the duration" to assist the federal 
government in "this vital work," 
reported Dr. R. H. Walker, dean 
of the U S A C school of agricul-
ture and director of the Utah agri-
cultural experiment station. 

His headquarters will be Salinas, 
Gal., although he will direct 
phases of experiments in New 
Mexico, California, Arizona and 
Texas. , i 



Reno Evening G-asette 
September 16, 1943 
p . 1 0 

Increase Proposed 

In Guayule Planting 

WASHINGTON, Sept. 16. UP)— 
The senate military affairs com-
mittee voted today to increase the 
acreage to be planted in guayule 
and other rubber-bearing plants 
from 75,000 to 500,000 acres. 
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Senate Group for Bill 
Hiking Guayule Acreage 
WASHINGTON, Sept. 16 (AP). 

The Senate mil i tary a f fa i rs com-
mit tee voted today to increase 
the acreage to be planted in 
guayule and other rubber bear-
ing p lants f rom 75,000 to 500,000 
acres. 

The change was incorporated 
in a measure by Senator Downey 
(D., Gal.) amending an act un -
der which the Agriculture De-
par tmen t has planted guayule in 
the Sal inas Valley in California 
to produce rubber to meet the 
shortage caused by the war. 
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CONGRESS WILL ACl 
Ï0 SPEED GUAYULE 
PRODUCTION PLANS 
Legislation to Expedite Out-

put Will Be Introduced 
Immediately, 

Akroh, O., Sept. 12.—Legislation 
enabling the speeding up of the gua-
yule program as part of government 
efforts to find new rubber sources 
will be introduced in congress imme-
diately, William O'Neil, president of 

ithe General Tire & Rubber company, 
said Saturday. 

O'Neil, who sponsored the guayule 
plan which originally called for plant-
ing of not more than 75,000 acres oi 
the' rubber-producing shrub, said he-
had received word from Washington 
the program would be expedited in 
both houses. 

The Baruch rubber committee rec-
ommended in its report to President 
Roosevelt all restrictions to the gua-
yule program be removed and it "be 
given every possible support as the 
principal source of crude rubber 
which could not be lost to use short 

! of conquest of American territory.'* 
The guayule program recently ad-

i vanced by the United States depart-
ment of agriculture calls for planting 
180,000 acres of guayule. The p l a n t s 
tions probably would be located in 
Arizona, Texas, New Mexico and 

! California. 
I Rubber can be harvested from the 
guayule shrub two years after th$ 
seed is planted, the Baruch report 
said. 
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Legislation Sought 
To Expand Salinas 
Rubber Project 

SALINAS, Calif,, Sept. 10 (JP) 
A yield of 100,000 tons of gua-
yu le rubber by the fa l l of 1944 
is sought in proposed expansion 
of the guayule rubber p lant 
project , says Senator Sher idan 

j Downey (D-Calif.) 
Dowrfey visited the Sal inas 

pro ject yesterday and told news-
men he \Vould leave fo r Wash-
ington immediately to introduce 
legislation fo r the expansion of 
the guayule program. 

He ,said he had received news 
f r om Washington that the Ber-
nard Baruch committee had ap-
proved the p lan which provides 
fo r p lant ing near ly 100,000 
pounds of guayule seed in nurs-
eries th is year preparatory to 
t ransplant ing to f ie lds nex t 
spr ing. 
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Guayule Project 
Increases Yield 

SALINAS, Sept. 10.—(UP)—Sen-
ator Sheridan Downey Democrat 
of California, said today the Sa-
linas Valley guayule project will 
furnish 1,000,000 pounds of rubber 
this year. 

This, he said, is ten times as 
much as was anticipated when the 
project was begun. He told cham-
ber of commerce officials he In-
tends to introduce legislation in 
congress calling for further expan-

The expansion, Downey said, has 
been approved by the Baruch com-
mittee. 

sion. 
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Downey to Father Bill for 
Salinas Guayule Expansion 

SALINAS, Sept. 9— (INS)— 
United States Senator Sheridan 
Downey tonight told the Sa-
linas Chamber of Commerce 
that he was leaving immediate-
ly for Washington to introduce 
legislation providing for the ex-
pansion of the Salinas Valley 
Guayule Rubber project. 

He said he was acting a t the 
request of the Bernard Baruch 

committee, which has approved 
the expansion program. 

The program provides for 
planting a large par t of the 100,-
000 pounds of seed on hand this 
fall so tha t it would be trans-
planted to f ields next spring 
and harvested in the fal l of 
1944. 

From this, Downey said, 
more than 100,000 tons of rub-
ber can be produced. 
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\l Million Pounds 
Of Guayule! 
By United Press 

SALINAS, Sept. 10.—Senator 
Sheridan Downey (D., Cal.) said 
today the Salinas Valley Guayul$ 
project will furnish one million 
pounds of rubber this year. 

He said that amount was 10 
times the quantity expected when 
the project was begun. He told 
Chamber of Commerce officials 
he intended to introduce legisla-
tion in Congress calling for fur-
ther expansion. 
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Guayule Program 

Ahead Of Schedule 
The guayule rubber program has 

progressed far ahead of schedule! 
and this fall a million pounds of ; 

| rubber will be milled from the 600 
\ acres of old shrub now growing in 
; the Salinas valley. 

This is reported in a bulletin is-
; sued by the Central Valley Project 
[Association and copies of it have 
ibeen mailed out by James R. 
! Fauver. 

j Under a plan devised by the 
; Forest Service, a total of 105,000 
j pounds of seed have been gath-
ered instead of the 20,000 pounds 

; first thought to be the maximum 
and another 30,000 pounds will be 
harvested before the end of the 
year. 

The bulletin shows that Tulare 
county has been omitted from the' 
Forest Service planting program 
for this year in the Central Valley. 
Plantings will be made on 6,000 
acres in Fresno county, 2,000! 
acres in Kings county and 1,000 
acres in Merced county: The acre-
ages are a part of a total of 63,100 
acres that will be needed if the 
statutory limit of 75,000 acres is 
lifted. Indicator plots have been 
planted from Glenn county to 
Kern county. 
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Solano Acreage Is 

Leased For Guayule 
DIXON (Solano Co.). Sept. 8.— 

The government has leased 1,500 
acres of land in the northern part 
of this county for growing guayule 
plants for rubber. 

The crop is being planted from 
nursery stock. 
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Guayule p lants f rom Mexico were 
found to be heavi iy infested wi th a 
species of root scale. 
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MEXICO DUE TO SEND 
GUAYULE TO D. S. 

By XJnited Press 
MEXICO CITY, Sept. 4.—Presi-

dent Avila Camacho has told the 
Congress that the Government would 
establish a supreme National De-
fense Council in which all branches 
of the Government would be rep-
resented. 

At the opening of the third regular 
session of the 38th Congress in the• 
Chamber of Deputies, he read a 186-
page message on the state of nation. 

The President said a Mexican-
United States agreement is pend-
ing whereby all production of 
guayule would be exported to the 
United States to. help swell the 
rubber stockpile of the United Na-
tions. 
He said Mexico is receiving a 

steady stream of armaments from 
the United States. 
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START MONTANA 

RUBBER HARVEST 

Russian Dandelions Threshed 
for Seed at Savenac and 

South of Missoula. 

MISSOULA, Mont., Aug. 31.—At 
the target range plot south of town 
and at the Savenac nurseries near 
Haugan, the first harvesting of kok 
Isaghyz, the Russian dandelion from 
whose roots rubber bearing latex is 
extracted, has begun, report Ray 
A. Coster and E. D. Sandvig, re-
gional forest service officials con-
nected with the experiment. 

At present the dandelions will be 
threshed and used for reseeding 
purposes, and the roots will prob-
ably not be harvested until later 
in the season, although a test will 
be made to determine the rubber 
content. 

Far Superior to Guayule. 
In Russia the plant is considered 

far superior to guayule because of 
the easy extraction of the rubber 
bearing latex. However, Russian 
methods of cultivation of the plant 
are vastly different f rom methods 
necessary in this region, officials 
have learned. No irrigation is used 
on the projects in Russia, a method 
which was tried at the target range 
plantation with little favorable re-
sult. Irrigation of the plot south 
of town produced full plants in half 
the time for the same growth. 

Other aspects in the cultivation 
and care of the plant have forced 
workers in the experiment to start 
at the very beginning in cultiva-
tion in this area. Three hundred 
acres are under cultivation in the 
tract south of town. 

Russian experiments discovered 
the plant when a drive was started 
in 1929 to find some new rubber 
source. 

Found Near Chinese Border. 
In 1931 the kok saghyz plant was 

discovered near the border of China. 
This plant yielded 6 to 12 per cent 
rubber, had resistance to insects, 
produced good seed and was easily 
cultivated. 

In European Russia as high a§ 
3000 pounds of raw roots have been 
produced on a single acre of land. 
This amounts to 30 to 60 pounds of, 
[rubber. Sugars and carbohydrates 
of the root may be used for alcohol 
production as a by-product. 
' The United States became inter-
ested in the prpject in 1932, but 
seeds were not obtained until this 
¡year. 
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A representative of the Bureau of Plant 
Industry was in Roswell last week check-
ing one of the one-acre experimental plant-
ings of guayule on the farm of Howard 
Babcock, Jr . The guayule f rom which It 
is hoped to grow a substitute for crude 
rubber shows about a 75 per cent stand 
f rom plants that were received f rom Sa-
linas, Cal. The plants were said to be in 
good condition. Several other small plant-
ing have been made in the state, including 
Las Cruces and Deming. 
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Northern California 

About 5300 acres of leased land 
near Arbuckle, Colusa County, wi l l 
be used for guayule product ion. 
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I t is reported a minimum of 2,000"1 
acres of farming land in the Chioo 
area is being leased by the Guayule 
Emergency Rubber Project, and 
plants will s tart going in by October 
first. 
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Urges Guayule 
Plantations 

Possible Industry 

C ited to C lub 

Guayule, the rubber-bearing bush 
that is being grown under govern-
ment supervision in the southwest, 
can be grown in Montana, J. W. 
Peckham, secretary-manager of the 
Montana Motor Transport associa-
tion, told the Rotary club Monday. 

He urged civic leaders to investi-
gate the possibility of developing 
plantations in this area. 

The source of his information is 
recent conversations with scientists 
at a transport meeting in California, 

! Peckham said. 
In a discussion of the rubber sit-

uation as it affects trucking, Peck-
ham declared that unless local haul-
ers are allowed more tires for the 
summer months, "they will be on 
the spot in a few days." The use of 
recaps in hot weather is a waste, 
rather than a saving of rubber, he 

¡said. He suggested that the tirei 
quota for truckers in Yellowstone 

| county be increased from 153 to 300 
tires per month. 

According to Peckham, truckers 
get greater use out of their tires 
than do drivers of other types of 
automobiles. He estimated that the 
average use of a set of tires on a 
truck in this territory is 100,000 
miles, and explained that this fig-
ure is made possible by lower speed 
and careful checking of tire pres-
sure. 

Peckham told the club the coun-
ty's truck operators are among the 
best customers merchants in Billings 
have. "A recent survey of 15 of the 
32 licensed operators in Billings and 
Laurel shows that they spent $375,-
000 in Billings for hew equipment in 
1941; it is estimated that the totall 
expenditure for the 32 operators 
reached $450,000. The monthly pay 
roll was $54,000; estimate for the 32 
is $75,000 or more. The 15 operators 
spent for parts and upkeep, not in- i 
eluding gasoline and oil, $482,000-
estimate for the 32 is $525,000. The 
15 operators reported that they 
spent $57,000 in Billings for insur-
ance; estimate for the 32 is $80,000 I 
The survey did not include truck ! 
lines operated by railroads or pri-
vate carriers." 

The American L e g i o n junior 
league baseball team from Worland 
Wyo., and members of the team 
from Lewiston, Idaho, and their 
coaches were guests at the club 
luncheon. 
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We're Used to It 
There's still a lot of wild rubber iri 

Brazil, where the caoutchouc first came 
from, but natives down there want real 
money for br inging it out of the jungles. 
Before the New Deal's agricultural "plan-
ners" start gett ing ideas about paying 
California's guayule growers not to pro-
duce, however, it might be good wart ime 
^strategy to get all the South American 

i t i re makin 's we can, even if that means 
put t ing out more than had been expected 
for the harvest ing job. Synthetic rubber 
apparent ly isn't going to be available in 
quant i ty for a long t ime to come. 
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Guayule Planting, 
I  Is Set For Fall 

(McClatchy Newspapers Service) 
COLUSA (Colusa Co.). Aug. 15.— 

Kenneth B. Pomeroy, manager of; 
guayule plantings in the valley dis-
trict, under supervision of ths 
United States Forest Service, an-
nounces that first plantings of the: 
rubber shrub can be expected in the 
Arbuckle district of southern Co-
lusa County as soon after October 
1, 1942, as weather conditions per-
mit. ' 

Pomeroy said that Wayne G. 
Banks, superintendent of the Ar-
buckle unit of 5,600 acres, is now 
making arrangements with inter-j 
ested farmers for plowing, discing, 
chiseling, harrowing and other 
operations as needed. 

200 Workers Are Needed 
It is estimated that approximately 

¡ 200 persons will be required in the 
-work of planting guayule shrubs 
this Fall in the Valley district, 
which embraces Dixon, Woodland, 
Arbuckle, Chico and Red Bluff. 

Pomeroy said that superintend-
ents wouid be assigned the Dixon-
Woodland and Chlco-Red Bluff 
units within a w^ek or two. Leas-1 
ing operations in those areas are 
being completed by the negotiators, 
David M. Muir and Ralph V. John-
ston. 

Plant By Machine 
Pomeroy added that Henry L. 

Lobenstein, chief of planting, Sa-
linas area, is developing a guayule 
planting machine which -can bo 
operated by men or women. The 
machine, a belt type, multl unit 
affair, is fed by hand. The ma-
chine can place the guayule shrubs 
in rows twenty eight. Inches apart, 
and the plants twenty four inches 
apart in the rows. 

Additional contracts for acreage 
in the Arbuckle district have been 
approved, including land owned by 
C. E. Wyer, Asa Kalfsbeek, Herman 
Schutz and A. H. Abele. 



• C a l i f o r n i a C u l t i v a t o r 
August 8 , 1942 
p . 408 

Agricultural Conference 
At Mexico City 
A Radio Talk by Claude R. Wickard 

I HAVE jus t re tu rn -
ed f r o m t he second Inter-Amer ican 
Conference on Agr icu l ture at Mexi-
co City. The first was held in Wash-
ington 12 years ago. The th i rd con-
ference wi l l be held in 2 years in-
stead of 12 years, if a resolut ion 
passed at the conference is put into 
effect. I made the mot ion to adopt 
th is resolution, because I am sure 
the conferences are very he lp fu l to 
the Uni ted States and all the other 
Amer ican republ ics. 

The history of the agr icu l tura l 
conferences goes back to 1928, when 
the s ixth In ternat ional Conference 
of Amer ican States was held at Ha-
vana. The delegates decided tha t a 
special meet ing ought to be devoted 
to agr icul ture. Two years la ter the 
Uni ted States government issued in-
v i tat ions to a conference in Septem-
ber, 1930. 

So fo r the first t ime scientists and 
officials of the Amer ican nat ions go 
together to study agr icu l tura l prob-
lems of this hemisphere. Then, as 
now, the idea was to work together 
to improve fa rming and f a r m l iving. 
A lot of Sound spade work was done 
a t tha t first meet ing. 

The second conference, held at 
Mexico City this month, carr ied tha t 
work fo rward . Representat ives of 
the 21 Amer ican republ ics at tended. 
Our hosts, the Mexican officials, ex-
tended every courtesy to the visit-
ing delegates. General Avi la Cama-
cho, Mexico's able President, opened 
the (conference. We held our meet-
ings in beaut i fu l , h istor ic Chapul te-
pec Castle. Senor Mar te Gomez, sec-
re ta ry of agr icul ture of Mexico, was 
elected chairman. He was a hard-
work ing chairman, a lways fa i r and 
tact fu l . Everyone l iked and admired 
him. 

Now, when we started to work we 
found there were many dif ferences 
of opinions, just l ike there a lways 
a r e when agr icul tura l people get to-
gether. Some of our discussions last-
ed f a r into the night. A l though al-
ways-fr iendly, they were very f rank . 

But in the end the 75 delegates rep-
resent ing 21 nations, passed 76 reso-
lut ions wi thout a minor i ty repor t or 
even a single dissenting vote. That 
is a significant record. I t indicates 
tha t there are few, if any, dif fer-
ences in agr icu l tura l si tuations or 
policies tha t cannot be resolved by 
f ree and f r a n k discussion. Everyone 
noticed a greater feel ing of in ter-
Amer ican f r iendl iness today than 
ever before, despite the. effort of our 
enemies to promote dissension be-
tween the nat ions in this hemis-
phere. 

The main purpose of the confer-
ence was to exchange scientific ideas 
and to develop co-operat ive research 

„alone technical and scientific l ines. 
I t was a great conference f rom this 
standpoint . The technicians and sci-
ent ists gave paper a f te r paper and 
then answered questions. Of ten it 
developed that scientists in the other 
nat ions had come to the same con-
clusions, or had something very im-
por tant to add. 

The conference covered a great 
diversi ty of scientific subjects. I can 
ment ion only a few of them here: 
P lant cu l ture and plant diseases, 
i r r igat ion problems, soil erosion, 
weather forecasting, l ivestock care 
and l ivestock diseases, and methods 
of combat ing ha rm fu l insects. Also 
there was a number of discussions 
in wha t might be termed ru ra l soci-
ology—such topics as nut r i t ion and 
heal th of f a r m people, ru ra l housing, 
and providing social and cul tura l 
centers fo r f a r m people. 

Then w e found ourselves going 
into economics, studying ownership 
of land and land tenure, ru ra l cred-
it, mainta in ing a fa i r income fo r 
ru ra l people, disposal of surp lus 
crops. We of ten discussed subjects 
which bordered on internat ional 
policies, such as division of wor ld 
marke ts for such crops as sugar and 
cotton and grains. Very of ten a sci-
entif ic subject led into social,> eco-
nomic and polit ical discussions. Rub-
ber fu rn ished an example. 

Rubber was just about as popular 

a subject at the conference as i t is 
in the Uni ted States. As you know, 
th is country has been helping devel-
op rubber product ion in the tropical 
areas of the Americas. We are tak-
ing par t in the co-operat ive research 
—try ing to find bet ter var iet ies and 
cul tura l pract ices and more sui table 
areas fo r growing rubber . 

The chief aim, of course, is to get 
the largest and most efficient pro-
duct ion possible. We are encounter-
ing many other problems along the 
way. There is the problem of gett ing 
people to go to the tropics, and car-
ing for them a f te r they get there. 
That involves housing, feeding, 
t ransportat ion, and medical care. 

Also, it is very na tu ra l that the 
rubber-growing countr ies wan t to 
have some assurances about marke ts 
a f te r the rubber is produced. Again 
and again che delegates f rom those 
countr ies asked this q u e s t i o n : 
Should they go ahead and develop 
product ion of na tu ra l rubber for the 
Uni ted States when we were plan-
n ing a huge synthet ic rubber pro-
gram? They wondered if we would 
cont inue to produce synthet ic rub-
ber p lants even though the cost of 
synthet ic rubber was h igher than 
t ree rubber . 

Now that was the very k ind of 
question our f a rmers would ask un-
der simi lar circumstances. We could 
not, of course, give a flat answer to 
so complicated a question. But we 
did point out tha t the United States 
government reta ined control of the 
synthet ic p lants w i th the feel ing 
tha t they should not be operated be-
hind a tariff wal l tha t would mean 
h igh pr iced rubber for Amer ican 
consumers and at the same t ime 
would in ter fere wi th t rade to our 
own good neighbors to the south of 
us. 

I am convinced that most of. the 
other Amer ican nat ions can produce 
th ings w e need and I am convinced 
we can produce many things they 
need. Now it just seems to be good 
common sense to get together to 
make plans for producing and ex-
changing these commodities. In ad-
dit ion, we can, by such conferences, 
promote the sol idarity in this hemis-
phere which means so much to us 
now and in the fu tu re . 
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Mexico to Sell 
All Guayule to U. S. 

Agrees on Plan to 
Aid Rubber Output 

MEXICO CITY, Aug. 2 (/PL-
Virtual agreement has been reach-
ed on an over-all rubber under-
standing between Mexico and the 
United States, informed sources 

{reported Sunday, under which all 
I this nation's resources >f rubber 
| will be pledged to the Democratic 
war effort. -

The negotiations were described 
as an important phase of the U. S. 
drive to alleviate the United Na-
tions' "serious" shortage of war-
vital rubber before it becomes 
"critical." 

Mexico's entire production of 
guayule, which runs about 9000 
tons a year, will.be sold exclusive-1 

ly to the United States for pro-
cessing. Final price terms have 
not yet been settled, but are ex-
pected to be fixed within a few 
days. 

In addition President Avila Ca-
macho's administration has com-

. mitted itself to measures to con-
jserve the nation's stocks of finish-! 
ed and raw" rubber which run into] 

I thousands of tons. An inventory 
I to determine the exact amount is 
in progress. 

Mexico produces about 3000 
tons of tree rubber annually. In 
the past it has imported around 
2000 additional tons a year to sat-
isfy its domestic requirements. 
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Guayule Grown 
5 Places in State 

Foresters Experiment 
With Rubber Plants 

Guayule plants, a source of 
rubber, are now being grown on 
an experimental basis at five loca-
tions in New Mexico, L. P. Wilsey, 
of the U. S. Forest Service re-
gional office, disclosed in a re-
cent discussion of rubber shortage 
over Radio Station KOB. 

C. , H. Christ, Alameda dairy 
farmer and chairman of the USDA 
war board of Bernalillo County, 
and E. G. Miller and Bob Kelleher 
of the Forest Service took part 
in the discussion. 

Wilsey reported that test plats 
for Guayule have been establish-
ed near Las Cruces, Roswell, Ar-
tesia, Animas and Loving by the 
Forest Service. He also reported 
that the Government is studying 
the possibility of harvesting wild 
plants, as the rabbit brush and 
pinguey plants which sometimes 
contain up to 7 per ceht rubber. 

Consensus- of the four in the 
discussion was tftat the nation's 
war needs will not leave enough 
rubber for civilian needs for the 
next year or so. 

Christ, recommending that 
farmers and others reduce their 
use of tires and avoid driving 
faster than 40 miles an hour, sum-
marized: 

"It looks like we're going to 
have rationing of tires for a long, 
long time. I would say that any-
one who wants to be sure of hav-
ing tires in usable condition next 
year and the year after will just 
have to give the absolute best of 
care to the tires and tubes he now 
has." v 
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Guayule Will Be 

(McClatchy Newspapers Service) 
CHICO (Butte Co.), Aug. 1 — 

Ralph V. Johnston, representing the 
forestry service of the United States 
Department of Agriculture, has an-
nounced that experimental plant-1 
ings of guayule, the rubber plant, 
will be made on approximately 2,-
000 acres in Butte County. 

Most of the plantings will be in 
the vicinity of Chico, and it is un-
derstood many of the large ranches 
in this area may be used for that 
purpose. Nonirrigated lands aje t6 
be used and leases, it is understood, 
will be on a cash basis. 

Department, of agriculture work-
ers visited Butte County last week 
while making a survey of Sacra-
mento Valley soils. Johnston said 
they will confine their work to the 
Vina and Farwell loam series of 
soils. I 

On well drained soil, a crop of 
about a half ton of raw rubber per 
acre can be expected in three years, 
or a ton in five years. If sufficient 
acreage is obtained, a unit office 
will be set up in Chico. 

Johnston said that Sacramento 
valley soil is , generally favorable 
for raising guayule, but much of it 
is unsuitable because of the pres-
ence of morning glory, with which 
the guayule plant is unable to Com-
pete. 
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A High Wage Rate Does Not 

Always Assure An Ample Sup-

ply of Labor 

A RECENT issue of the "Business 
Review", prepared by the Bank 

of America, carried a rather exhaust-
ive discussion of the farm labor 
problem in California. In the main, 
this article presented the problem— 
or problems—in an intelligent way. 
But, as is the case too often, when 
city men (and more specifically, 
bankers) talk about agricultural mat-
ters, the data are accurate but the 
interpretation is not always sound. 

For instance, this article fails to 
distinguish between the wage factor 
and the ease of the work involved, 
that is, the work which is to compete 
with agriculture. 

"It is well known that agriculture 
pays notoriously low wages as com-
pared with other industry and trade", 
the Bank of America "Review" says. 
"As a consequence the farmer is us-
ually able to obtain the services of 
only those who cannot find employ-
ment in other fields. He is particu-
larly at a disadvantage under present 
conditions of labor scarcity when 
even common labor enjoys a certain 
amount of bidding for his services. 
* * * In substance, if the farmer 
could boost his wages to a rate higher 
than the present level, there is no 
doubt his supply of workers would 
be considerably increased." 

Without commenting on the fact 
that the average bank teller today is 
paid not very much more than the 
average farm laborer, the writer of 
the above lines has perhaps not been 
in the field enough to have had 
the rather discouraging experience 
of noting that high wage rates do not 
always bring an adequate supply of 
farm* labor. It is unfortunately true 
that labor has in the last year gravi-
tated towards government or govern-
ment paid-for jobs, where the rate of 
pay is not higher but the supervision 
is rather lax and they can get by with 
very much less effort and earn almost 
as much money. 

Of course, this is only human and 
many of us are guilty of the same 
sort of thing. But a higher rate of 
pay won't cure this selfishness. 

j A case in point has been dip labor 
situation oil the -Salinaateriitoxy j u t 
jilg the past season. While admittedly 
important., the guavule rubber pro-
ject of the government "has been "tak-
ing, a tremendous amount of labor 
formerly used in the varjons jarming 
and harvesting e n t e r p r i ^ ^ ^ 
Salinas Valley. Here the government 
offered opportunities of employment 
in the weeding of nursery plots at 

| the same hourly wage as was paid 
in agriculture. Because the supervis-

ion was not very rigid agriculture 
lost many of its regular workers to 
the rubber project. 

There have been many other cases 
of this kind throughout the present 
season. Construction industries, for; 

! instance, have been rather flagrant 
| in drawing upon the usual agricul-
tural labor supply. Often these in-1 
dustries have contracts on a cost-1 
plus basis and are therefore not al-
ways worried about wage rates or 
daily outturn of work. There are no 
cost plus contracts in agriculture, sol 
agriculture cannot compete with 
job opportunities where strict super-1 
vision of labor is not the rule. 

There really isn't any answer to 
this situation. As long as people be-
have like human beings they will al-
ways seek the easier road. But aj 
great economic organization like the! 
Bank of America should not delude 
itself—or us by claiming that if agri-
culture paid higher wages they would 
solve their labor problem.—A.F.A. 

• • • — V . . . — 
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Damaging Guayule New Offense 
SALINAS, Calif. (JP)—A Salinas 

motorist is charged with a brand 
new traff ic offense. He is v ac-
cused of driving his automobile 
into a field and damaging- 150 
guayule plants being grown to pro-
vide rubber for tires. 
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Suayule Headquarters Will 

Be Opened In Colusa 
\  In!— •»"•» -COLUSA (Colusa Co.), July 17 -

Kenneth B. Pomeroy, district man-
ager for guayule plantings under 
the supervision of the United States 
*orest Service, plans to open head-
quarters in Colusa about August 
1st. An office will be established 
here, along with maintenance and 
housing facilities for special equip-
ment used in the cultivation of the 
shrub. 
bPom,eroy said that 5,300 acres of 
jt/Hm* in .the Arbuckle district are 
being leased for guayule planting. 
I hose in that area whose leases 

| have been approved are H. H. Vann 

Elbert F. Weaver, William. Henry 
land John Struckmeyer, Jesse R. 
Dean and Gerhardt Myers. 

I Pomeroy said that fifteen other 
leases are now being appraised and 
probably will be approved within 
the next two weeks. 

Pomeroy said no further acreages 
will be sought this year in Colusa 
County, the decision of the forest 
service being to proceed with the 
planting of the Arbuckle tracts and 
to establish experimental plots in 
ffSf  aZe* s o f t he county, probably 
m the Grimes district. 
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U. S. UNABLE 
TO FINn ANY 
RUBBER SOURCE 

By OVID A. MARTIN 

WASHINGTON — (JP) — After 
I many months of intense investi-
I gating and experimenting, agri-
I culture department plant special-
i ists and engineers have about con-
: eluded there is no quick, easy 
i source of natural rubber to replace 
supplies cut off by the war. 

Departmental studies have been 
directed at such rubber-producing 

| plants as guayule, cryptostegia, 
i Russian dandelion, goldrenrod and 
¡rabbit brush. 

Most promising of these, in the 
opinion of the department's rub-
ber specialists, is guayule, a slow-
growing shrub native to Mexico 
and parts of Texas. Some pro-
gress has been made toward com-
i mercial production of rubber from 
| this plant. Sufficient seedlings 
i are expected to be grown this sum-
jmer to plant at least 50,000 acres 
1 next winter. 

Loren G. Polhamus, rubber spe-
jcialist of the bureau of plant in-
| dustry, emphasized, however, that 
I substantial yields of guayule rub-
iber cannot be expected in the im-> 
! mediate future. At least 600,000 
¡acres would be required to pro-
jvide a sixth of the nation's normal 
j needs. • 

Polhamus, asserting consider-
j  able attention had been given late-
ly to the possibilities of crypto-
stegia, a tropical vine of the milk-
weed family found in Mexico and 
other Latin-American countries, 
said it had been claimed by those 
•interested in this plant that it 
¡would produce rubber much more 
¡quickly than guayule. He added, 
¡however, that the department was 
'not yet ready to recommend ex-
tensive plantings of cryptostegia 
because no practical method of ex-
tracting rubber f rom the plant had 
been found. 

Nevertheless, the department is 
planting several test tracts of this 
plant-in Florida, Mexico, Haiti and 
Cuba to ascertain production prob-
lems and be prepared to inaugur-
ate a commercial program in the 
event engineers and chemists 
should find an extraction method. 

Polhamus said lack of an ex-
traction method also was holding 
up the goldenrod as a source of 
rubber. 

The department has planted 
about 500 pounds of Russian dan-
delion at nurseries in northern 
states to test its adaptability to 
climate in this country. 

Officials said the department be-
lieved that development of the 
hevea rubber tree culture in tropi-
cal America offered the best hope 
for long term supplies of rubber, 
at costs which are competitive 
with those of rubber produced any-
where in the world. 
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10 Guayule 
Trial Farms 
In Colorado 

Guayule seedlings have been 
planted in 10 areas to determine 
if the shrub will successfully pro-
duce rubber in Colorado, officials 
of the Colorado State College ex-
periment station announced yes-
terday. 

About 50 seedlings furnished 
by the U. S. Department of Agri-
culture have been planted on ex-, 

Iperimental farms near Fort Col-' 
llins, Akron, Lamar, La Junta, 
Trinidad, Rocky -Ford, Cortez, 
Fruita, Austin and Monte Vista. 

Thè seedlings being tested arej 
;of the improved type of guayule 
plant which has been developed 
from the wild type which grows 
in Mexico and Texas. 
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Guayule Can Be 
Grown In Butte 

(McClatchy Newspapers Service) 
CHICO (Butte Co.), July 11.—The 

possibility of Chico ±>ecoming a 
guayule raising district was re-
vealed yesterday following confer-
ences by John R. Nelson and E. 
Gayth Champagne of the United 
States Forest Service with Paul W. 
Little, manager of the local branch 
of the United States Employment 
Service, on the possibility of sup-
plying labor for the rubber grow-
ing projects. 

Nelson said plans for the proj-
ects are still in the formative stage, 
but that if suitable acreage can be 
located the forest service is pre-
pared to start operations at once. 

"Guayule can be grown on aver-
age soil," Nelson said, adding that 
favorable soil is found in this 
section. 

Rubber processing plants will be 
located in the center of acreages, 
Nelson pointed out, indicating that 
such plants would be large in-
stallations. 



© �§  

Albuquerque Journal 
July 10, 1942 
p. 10 

W MEW MEXICO 
I Agriculture Department plant special-! 
f ists and engineers, after months of intensive« 
I investigation and experimenting have about' 
i concluded that there is no quick, easy source; 
| of natural rubber in this country to replacei 

[ supplies cut off by the war, according to, 
j press dispatches from Washington. 

But of especial interest to New Mexico 
j is the conclusion that of the studies direct-! 
i ed at such rubber-producing plants as 

guayuie, cryptostegia, Russian dandelion 
{ goldenrod and rabbit bush, guayuie, a slow; 
1 growing sjirub native to Mexico and parts 
] of the southwest United States including 
I this state; is the most promising. 

Sufficient seedlings of guayuie are ex-i 
I pected to be grown this summer to plant 
| at least 50,000 acres next winter, and how 
fmuch acreage New, Mexico will obtain v i l l i 
¡depend, we presume, upon the results of 
ithe small experimental plantings made in; 
{this state this,year. The state might be for-? 
j tunate enough to get some large sized 

| 'plantings this winter. 
 ̂ ® Q 

Grants is proposing to pull a new one in 
the way of- a harvest festival. It is a 
carrot carnival, to be so named in recogni-
tion of the importance of the carrot crop 
on the Blue water project. More than 500 
persons are now. employed in the carrot 
and lettuce f ie lds with prospects favorable 
for bumper crops. 

� � 

Silver City; has decided to close its bars ' 
at midnight instead of 2 a. m. except Sat- j 
urday night. A new ordinance will also 
restrict the number of bars, prohibiting any j 
new licenses until there is an increase in 
population, of 6000, with new licenses 
thereafter for each additional 2000 people. • • • 

' the Gallup Independent recalls that the 
noted Scotch singer and comedian, Harry 

j Lauder, once had a financial stake there. 
Years itgo, through a friend, he was per-
suaded to invest in the coal mines now op-
erated by the Gallup Southwestern Coal; 
Co., and made several trips to Gallup to 

j look over the mines and his interests. He 
sold out his holdings in 1916 to Sharp 
Hanson. 

� � � 

The best quip of the week from The 
| Aztec Independent-Review: 

"If the Congressmen and Senators turn 
in their rubber stamps during the rubber | 

I drive how are they going to put • their 
i stamp of approval on everything in the fu -

ture?" 
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GUAYULE STILL IS HOLDING LEAD 
AS POTENTIAL SOURCE OF RUBBER 

Agriculture Department Decides, After Many Ex-

periments, There Is No Quick, Easy Way to 

Replace Supply Cut Off by War. 

Washington, July 9.—(A. P.)—After many months of intense 
investigating and experimenting, agriculture department plant 
specialists and engineers have about concluded that there is no 
(Jtiick, easy source of natural rubber to replace supplies cut off 
by the war. 

Departmental studies have been di-
rected at such rubber producing 
plants as guayule, cryptostegia, Rus-

sian dandelion, goldenrod and rabbit 
brush. 

Most promising of these, in the 
opinion of the department's rubber 
specialists, is guayule, a slow growing 
shrub native to Mexico and parts of 
Texas. Some progress h^.s been made 
toward commercial production of 
rubber from this plant. Sufficient 
seedlings are expected to be grown 
this summer to plant at least 50,000 
acres next winter. 
SUBSTANTIAL YIELDS 
ARE FOR FUTURE. 

Loren G. Polhamus, rubber special-
ist of the bureau of plant industry, 
emphasized, however, that substantial 
yields of guayule rubber cannot be 
expected in the immediate future. At 
least 600,000 acres would be required 
to provide a sixth of the nation's 
normal needs. 

Polhamus, asserting considerable 
attention had been given lately to 
the possibilities of cryptostegia, a 
tropical vine of the milkweed family 
found in Mexico and other Latin 
American countries, said it had been 
claimed by those interested in this 
plant that it would produce rubber 
much more quickly than guayule. 

EXTRACTING RUBBER 
IS DRAWBACK. 

He added, however, that the de-
partment was not yet ready to recom-
mend extensive plantings of cryptos-
tegia because no practical method of 
extracting rubber from the plant had 
been found. 

Nevertheless, the department is 
.planting several tests tracts of this 
plant in Florida, Mexico, Haiti and 
Cuba to ascertain production prob-
lems and be prepared to inaugurate 
a commercial program in the event 
engineers and chemists should find 
an extraction method. 

TT 
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Rubber Plant Seeds 
Sown in California 

WASHINGTON, J u n e 8.— 
j  (AP)—Five hundred and twenty 
I acres of nursery beds at Salinas, 
! Calif., have been sown with 

21,000 pounds of guayule seed to 
produce seedling: plants for 
50,000 acres of field plantations 
next winter, the Agriculture De-
partment reported tonight. 

The plants are being grown to 
produce rubber but the depart-
ment said that "substantial 
yields of guayule rubber can not 
be expected in the immediate 
future." 
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ARIZONA SPURS 
EXPERIMENTS IN 
RUBBERPLANTS 

Thirty Plantings Being 

Studied in Southwest 

Area. 

Phoenix, Ariz., July 6.—Irrigated 
regions in the southwest are consid-
ered the most likely areas where the 
United States can develop its own 
supply of natural rubber from gua-
yule or other plants and much of 
the experimental work is being con-
ducted in Arizona. 

The plant that can be grown in the 
United States and which is believed 
to provide the best source of natural 
rubber is guayule. About thirty ex-
perimental plantings of guayule- in 
Arizona are beihg observed closely. 

The United States department of 
agriculture is sponsoring many of 
the experiments thru the emergency 
rubber project in preparation for 
field planting of 50,000 acres thruout 
the\ southwest this fall and next 
spring. 

RUBBER COMPANIES 
ARE INTERESTED. 

With America's supplies of raw 
rubber dwindling rapidly, experiments 
and scientific tests of potential rub-
ber-producing plants have been 
stepped up. Rubber companies are 
interested in the experiments and 
also have been conducting tests of 
their own. 

The Intercontinental Rubber com-
pany, which has experimented with 
guayule for about thirty years, is ex-
panding its operations at Continental, 
Ariz., south of Tucson. 

The United States Rubber com-
pany is establishing an experimental 
plantation for the culture of rubber-
yielding plants near Yuma, Ariz. Dr. 
John McGavack of New York, in 
charge of the company's wild-rubber 
research, saic^it was planned to de-
termine the rubber value of various 
plants thru the use of X-ray. 

EXPERIMENTAL PATCHES 
ARE PLANTED. 

One of the experimental guayule 
patches was planted on the Univer-
sity of Arizona farm1 near Tucson, 
where Dr. J. G. Brown, university 
plant pathologist, plans to observe 
the plants during their five-year 
growing period to determine their re-
sistance to various diseases prevalent 
in the proposed guayule production 
areas. 

The seedling plants which will be 
transplanted to 50,000 or more acres 
this fall and next spring are being 
grown on a 750-acre farm near Sa-
linas, Calif. 

L. N. Goodding, Phoenix associate 
botanist of the bureau of plant in-
dustry, which is co-operating in the 
rubber experiments, said that experi-
mental plantings in Arizona are 
mostly in one-acre plots, generally 
in irrigated sections. 

PLANTS NEED 
DRY PERIODS, 

Guayule requires dry periods if it 
is to store up rubber, Goodding said. 
Where moisture is continuous and 
plentiful, the plant will grow in 
stature, but it does not store rubber. 
It is necessary to cut off water com-
pletely during hot weather, he said. 

Under cultivation, guayule will have 
a rubber content as high as 14 to 16 
per cent of its gross dry weight. The 
rubber is accumulated in the roots 
and branches of the bush. 

Harvesting is by plowing up the 
plant. The greatest return of rubber 
has been obtained by allowing it to 
grow for four years after transplant-
ing the seedling. 

Soil preferences for guayule are 
well-drained medium sandy loam, 
free from underlying hardpan and 
alkali. Growth on arid, unirrigated 
land is too slow to warrant planting. 
The cultivation of guayule is similar 
to that for other row crops, such as 
corn or cotton. 
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fiuayule Plants Tested 
TRINIDAD, April &).—(ÜP)— 

Southern Colorado's f irst experi-
ment in growing a substitute for 
rubber was underway today. Coun-
ty jflitent Archie M. Hale an-
nounced that 50 guayule rubber 
plants obtained through the De-
partment of Agriculture had been 
planted on the Andy McDonald 
ranch in H-oehne. 
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50,000 acres in guayule next 
year, former TVebraskan says 

The big guayule emergency rub-
ber project at Salinas, Calif., is 
planting 22,000 pounds of seed this 
spring in the nurseries to provide 
enough plants for 50,000 acres next 
year, H. L. Lobenstein, in charge 
of field planting, cultivation, seed 
collecting and harvesting, said in 
Lincoln Friday afternoon. 

Mr. Lobenstein, formerly with 
the forest service here, returned 
to Nebraska on business. He has 
been in California, working at the 
only plant of its kind in this Coun-
try—an industry intended to re-
lieve the rubber emergency—with 
Paul H. Roberts, former director 
here of the shelterbelt project and 
now assistant director of the 
guayule plant. John L. Emerson, 
another former shelterbelt state 
director, is also with the industry 
in California. 

Chemically Identical. 
Guayule is a low-growing bushy 

shrub. Before the government 
took over and obtained patente 
rights, the company had operated 
for some 20 years and sold its 
crude rubber to tire manufac-
turers. The rubber is in the main 
stem and roots of the bush: The 
jilant is a native of Mexico and 
has been used there in the manu-
facture for many years, yet a 
comparatively small amount is 
processed. 

"Chemically, crude rubber made 
from guayule is the same prod-
uct as tree rubber," said Mr. 
Lobenstein. "Capacity of our pres-
ent plant is about 10,000 pounds 
of crude rubber per day." 

However, this does not mean 
actual output. They are just pre-
paring to process and plan on the 
initial output for next year. 

Planting 1,000 Acres. 
"There are some 680 acres in 

the old plantation," he said. 
"These bushes run from 5 to 7 
years old and are being saved for 
seed. We are planting 1,000 acres 
this year, this being all we have 
available. We are planting 22,000 
pounds of seed in the nursery with 
a view to planting 50,000 acres 
next year. The bush should be 
grown 4 to 5 years before it is 
harvested, but because of the ex-
isting emergency, it may be neces-
sary to harvest it earlier. The 
crude rubber goes to the tire in-
dustry and we plan to harvest for 
the f irst time next year." 

Asked whether it would be pos-
sible to meet the nation's tire 

m 

needs entirely from guayule rub-
ber, he saidf 

"It would be possible, but would 
require approximately one million 
acres. The normal demand in this 
country is for about 600,000 tons 
of crude rubber annually. In an-
other year we at least hope to help 
relieve the emergency." 

According to the experts, he 
said,-it seems practical to combine 
one-third of tree or guayule rub-
ber with two-thirds synthetic rub-
ber in the manufacture of tires. 

"They say this will make a 
very good tire," he said. "We ex-
pect to harvest 580 acres next 
year and this should produce up-
ward of one million pounds of 
crude." 

Prior to the war tree rubber 
could be processed at around 9 
cents per pound, while guayule 
cost 15 to 20 cents. 

"We think it possible to grow 
guayule so that processing costs 
will be lower than heretofore," he 
said. "It is impossible to compare, 
at this time, the price of tree rub-
ber 'with guayule rubber. No one 
can tell the price of tree rubber, 
y "There's no way of knowing yet 
the extent of damage, due to the 
war, to the rubber trees of Malaya 
and. the Dutch East Indies. Indi-
cations are that guayule rubber 
can be grown cheaper than the 
production cost of synthetic rub-
ber." 
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Agricultural Import Shortages 
(Editorial Research Reports) 

r p H E RAPID SWEEP of the Jap-
anese through the Southwest 

Pacific has already destroyed im-
portant sources of many agricul-
tural raw materials normally im-
ported by the United States, and 
current military activity in and 
around India and Ceylon are dis-
rupting imports from these areas. 
The seriousness of the losses va-
ries with the importance of the 
product to the war-effort and the 
extent to which the Far East con-
trolled world production of any 
item. 

Probably the most dramatic and 
vital loss to the United States has 
been the- stoppage of rubber-im-
ports, normally totaling some 
600,000 tons a year. Only 2 per 
cent of United States rubber im-
ports came from areas other than 
the Far East. 

From 1935 to 1940 the annual 
average shipments of cinchona 
bark (source of quinine) into the 
United States amounted to 2,384,-
000 pounds, about 90 per cent 
coming from Japanese-held terri-
tory. 

Tea-purchases in 1941 amount-
ed to more than 107,000,000 
pounds, and all except perhaps 
2,000,000 pounds came from the 
Orient. 

Access to a number of medic-
inal and spice plants has been 
completely or partially blocked. 

Domestic attempts to obtain 
natural rubber are mainly con-
cerned with the cultivation of a 
guayule plant, which grows wild 
in certain parts of Southwestern 
United States. The Interconti-
nental Rubber Co. has cultivated 
the shrub on a small commercial 
scale for some years, and supplied 
manufacturers with 2,000 tons of 
rubber, in 1940. Under a recent 
act of Congress, the Government 
has obtained control of all United 
States holdings by this company. 
Sufficient seed is available to 

rpla;it 75,000 acres to guayule by 
thé spring of 1943. However, 

'Since ' 75,000 acres will produce, 
after fourv years' growth, only; 
56,000 tons of rubber, any imme-, 

diate increase in the rubber sup-
ply can come only from the pro-
duction of /synthetic substitutes. 

To help overcome the shortage 
of fibers—needed for bagging, 
twine and rope and for military 
uniforms the parachutes — the 
1942 production of hemp-seed is 
being increased by at least 33 
times the 1941 output. It is hoped 
that 350,000 bushels of hemp-seed 
will-be produced, insuring a 1943 
hemp-fiber output of 240,000,000 
pounds. Many users of bur lap 
(jute) are expected to shift to cot-
ton bags. Commercial production 
of synthetic fibers from soy beans 
and from casein is, already under 
way. It is expected that 1942 
production of long-staple cotton 
will show an increase of about 
600,000 bales above 1941 levels. 

In an attempt to" offset defi-
ciencies in supplies of fats and 
oils, the Department of Agricul-
ture has asked for a 1942 increase 
of 350 million pounds of soy bean 
oil, 100 million pounds of linseed 
oil f rom flaxseed, and 100 million 
pounds of cottonseed soil. All re-
strictions . on domestic plantings 
of sugar £eets and sugar cane 
have been removed and some im-
provement i n ' beet-sugar produc-
tion should be noticeable this 
year, although increased cane-
plantings will not produce until 
1943.• 

A number of medicinal and 
spice plants can be grown in the 
United States in addition to the 
few already in production. A 
relatively smaj.1 acreage would be 
sufficient to supply domestic re-
quirements, and synthetic substi-
tutes are available for certain oth-
ers. 

In Latin America, guayule 
shrubs are grown in Mexico; and 
the cultivation of rubber treeV in 
the Amazon Valley, which last 
year produced about 16,000 tons 
of rubber, is being pushed. Al-
most every Latin-American na-
t ion'produces one or more types 
of fiber, and the area is also an 
important source of oil-bearing 
speds and nuts—Argentina ainnp 
producing naif the total world 
output of flaxseed.. Sugar-pro-
duction in that region can be in-
creased, and also the output of 
spice and medicinal plants, al-
though the shipping-shortage . se-
verely complicates the transporta-
tion of all these items to the 
United States and Qther United 
Nations areas of consumption. 



Arizona Republ ic (Phoenix) 
A p r i l 18, 1942 
p . 9 

Project To Be Started 
J BISBEE, Apr. 17— (AP)—An ex-
perimental guayule-raising project 
will be launched soon by Frank 
Davis, Sulphur Springs valley truck 

1 farmer residing near McNeal. 
Davis has been furnished with 

seed by the government, which is 
seeking to increase production of 
the plant, used in the manufacture 
of rubber. 

If the experiment succeeds, the 
plant may be grown on a large scale 
in Sulphur Springs valley. 

Quay ule 
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WPA Men Aid 
GuayuleFarms 

Hundreds Leaving 
Camps for Fields 

Hundreds of men capable of work-
ing and contributing toward de-
fense production are leaving single-
men's relief camps for jobs in the 
guayule rubber fields, the WPA 
regional office here said today. 

Camp Mitchell near Bradley, Cal., 
closed yesterday releasing approxi-
mately 100 men; Camp Morro Bay 
near S&n Luis Obispo and Campj 
Pacific at Port Ord will close down 
by April 20, the WPA said. On the 
last count,** April 7, there were 158 
m e n in the former and 330 in the 
latter who will turn to planting and 
cultivating the rubber substitute in 
the Salinas Valley. 

Only the camp at Benicia, doing' 
work for the arsenal, will be re-
tained, it was announced. 
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¡Guayule Rubber in 
¡Salinas Valley to 
Relieve Shortage 

A pre l iminary group of 200 men, 
the advance cont ingent of 1000, 
stepped frorn the ranks of thel 
W P A this month into the f ron t 
l ine of one of the nat ion's most 
imperat ive emergency product ion 
chal lenges — the rubber shortage 
crisis. 

Nor thern Cal i fornia Adminis- i 
j t rator Wil l iam R. Lawson of the 
¡Work Pro jects Administrat ion an-
nounced tha t single men's camps 
operated by the W P A wil l be l iqui-; 
dated within the month and the 

,men separated f r o m the rol ls for 
employment in the guayule fields 
of the Sal inas valley. Groups of 
250 men each wil l be moved to 
the Guayule cult ivat ion work a t 
intervals of a week unt i l a thou-
sand are employed in the fa rming 
of the latex rubber producing 
plants, Lawson said. I t is ant i-
cipated tha t an addit ional thou- ' 
sand men wil l be needed a t a 
la ter date. 

WPA USED 
With the other W P A workers of 

nor thern Cali fornia, they h a v e 
bui l t 7500 miles of roads dur ing j| 
the past six years. They bui l t 7421 
new bridges and viaducts af id im-i' 
proved 236 more. The W P A rec-
ord shows, since inception of the -

^ p rogram in this half of the state, 
152 stadia, 342 parks, 310 play- j 
grounds, 3580 p u b l i c buildings 
erected or improved. Thi r ty- four 
W P A bui l t a i rpor ts a re in use 
by the a r m y and navy, the Sta te 
bel t Line ra i l road was r e c o n -
structed by the W P A just in t ime 
to meet the demands of al l-out! 
war , thousands of miles of sewers 
land hundreds of publ ic uti l i t ies' 
a re the imper ishable achievements 
of these men who were maintained 
in their Amer ican b i r thr ight of 
us fu l work. 

S ^ ^ L a w s o n : "More than 12,-
0Ô0 projects financed by the fed-
era l government a n d pract ical 
sponsoring agencies a t tes t to the 
work tha t kept a great reserve of 
' labor ready for the ; hour of need. 
I th ink tha t the sending of "these 
men to the guayule gelds a t a 
t ime when their labor is essential 
to the nat ion is a very mater ia l 
demonstrat ion tha t W P A - h^s *ac-
complished the purposes fo r which 
it was intended. 
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WPA Sending All Available Men 
To Aid Salinas Guayule Project 

Two hundred men left WPA sin 
gle men's camps in Monterey County 
and vicinity today for jobs in the' 
new guayule rubber project near 
Salinas and 800 more soon will join 
them, Northern California WPA Ad-
ministrator William R. Lawson an-
nounced. 

Mr. Lawson's office said "a good 
portion" of the men are San Fran-
ciscan!, most of them over the age 
of 45, who are considered rehabili-
tated for private employment. The 
U. S. Department of Forestry is 
creating the guayule fields and 
labor camps in a national program 
to overcome the rubber shortage. 

All single men's camps operated 
by WPA will be liquidated within 
the month and the men will be re-
leased for employment in the guay-
ule fields, said Mr. Lawson. In 
groups of about 250 the men will go 
out weekly and it is anticipated an 
additional 1000 men will be required 
later. i jL 

"I think that the sencffiKiol these 
men to the guayule iielas-'Wt %itime 
when their labor is essential to the 
nation is a very material demonstra-
tion that WPA has accomplished 
the purposes for which it was in-
tended," the administrator com-
mented. 
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Work Guayule 
J.—. 

WPA Shifts Workers 
to Salinas Area 

SAN FRANCISCO, March 31. I 
(U.R)—One thousand WPA workers j 
in northern Calfornia will be trans- j 
ferred from single men's camps to 
jobs in the important guayule rub- j 
ber fields of the Salinas Valley, the j 
WPA announced tonight. I 

The first contingent of 200 men 
will begin work in guayule tomor-
row. The guayule jobs were re-
garded as permanent. They will be 
under direction of the U. S. depart-
ment of forestry, which is creating 
the fields and new labor camps. 

This transfer of manpower was 
designed to help meet the nation's 
rubber shortage crisis. William R. 
Lawson, northern California WPA 
administrator, said single men's 
camps operated by the WPA will 
be liquidated within the month and 
the men separated from the rolls 
for emplfijjrment in guayule. 
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f o Guayule Rubber Fields 
First Group Of 200 To Start Cultivation 

Work Today In Salinas Valley 

,T SAN FRANCISCO, March 31. (U.R)-One thousand WPA workers in 
Northern California will be transferred from single men's camps to jobs 
in the important guayule rubber fields of the Salinas Valley, the WPA 
announced tonight. <$> 

The first contingent of 200 men 
will begin work in guayule to-
morrow. The guayule jobs were 
regarded as permanent. They will 
be under direction of the United 
Statés Department of. Forestry, 
which is creating the fields and new 
labor camps. 

To Meet Rubber Crisis 
This transfer of manpower was 

designed to help meet the nation's 

rubber shortage crisis. William 
R. Lawson, northern California 
WPA administrator, said single 
men's camps operated by the 
WPA will be liquidated within 
the month and the men sepa-
rated from the rolls for employ-
ment in guayule. 

Groups of 250 men each will be 
moved to guayule cultivation work 
at intervals of a week until 1000 
are employed in the farming of 
latex, rubber producing plants. 
Lawson anticipated an additional 
1000 men will be needed at a later 
date. 

Simple Shift Of Labor 
"The WPA is helping in meeting 

another national emergency just as 
it has met previous emergencies by 
being able to supply workers when 
and where they are needed," said 
Lawson. 

"There is more than a simple 
shift of labor involved in this i 
readiness to provide the embryo 
guayule rubber industry with the 
men it needs. 

. "Behind t.his supply of labor is 
a history of work habits and self-
respect jnaintained by the WPA in 
the years when there were no jobs 
and no new industries to create 
payrolls." 
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Thfere is no limit to the acreage that may be planted to 
sugar beets this -spring; hence, the acreage of beéts here-i 
abouts will be expanded by 3000 acres, and the big Alvarado 
sugar mill headed by Ben KOontz, a HayWard resident, will 
expand its' production of sugar to mote than the 450,000 
one hundred-pound sacks the mill produced last season. 

It is too bad that we <&o not have a guayule rubber in-
dustry in the United States comparable to the beet sugar 
business, which cottld he expended at this time to yield tires 
for motorists. 

And to so build a guayule rubber industry in this way 
•is entirely feasible. If Congress and the administration had; 
been attending to its knitting the past dozen years we 
{should have had such a domestic rubber production right 
here in the good old U.S.A., instead of being -entirely de-
Ipehdent on Malaya. 



Humboldt Star 
March 31, 1942 
p. 6 

Guayule Rubber 
Fields Worked 
By WPA Project 

(United Press) -
SAN FRANCISCO—The f i rs t -

cont ingent of 200 WPA workers, 
t rans fe r red f rom single men 's 
camps, began working today in 
the impor tant Guayule rubber 
f ields .of the Sal inas Valley, Wil-
l iam Lawson, nor thern Cal i fornia 
WPA admin is t ra tor , announced. 
1,000 SOON 

Eventual ly, 1,000 WPA workers-! 
' will be t rans fe r red f rom the sin- , 
gle men's camp to jobs in the 
Guayule f ields under direction of j 
the United Sta tes depar tment of 
forest ry , which is creat ing the 
f ields and new labor camps. The I 
Guayule jobs were regarded as 
permanent. 

(Winnemueea, llevada) 
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\Forest Service Will Help 
Develop Guayule Rubber 

The United States Forest Service has been charged by Secretary of 
Agriculture Claude Wickard, with the responsibility of helping develop 
the guayule rubber production in this country, it is disclosed at local 
offices of the service. • :—'•.,. • .—*— 

The guayule plant from which this Salinas Valley of California, where 
rubber comes is a native of Mexico the Inter-continental Rubber Com-
and the southwest. Launching of pany plant is being negotiated for 
the new industry is to be in the by the Department of Agriculture. 

J — — - - ' r -Federal purchase of the property is 
not to exceed $2,000,000, according 
to stipulation of Secretary Wickard. 

Maj. Evan W. Kelley, regional 
forester from Montana, has been 
detailed to take charge of the pro-
ject. A 750-acre seed bed is to 
be planted and it is estimated 
that approximately 75,000 acres of 
guayule will be planted in Calif-
ornia and the Southwestern states 
before April 1, 1943. 
The President has authorized the 

Department of Agriculture to plant 
guayule anywhere in the "Western 
Hemisphere areas , whefe soil and 
temperature will permit success. 

Each acre planted to improved 
strains of guayule seedlings will pro-) 
duce approximately 350 pounds of 
rubber per year, according to nur-
serymen. Two-year-old plants will 
produce 700 pounds and four-year-
olds, 1400 pounds. 
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D r . M a c D o u g a l , 

W h a t N e x t — N o w 

I t ' s G u a y u l e 

You know, it occurs to us 
every once in a while that Car-
mel doesnt know its strength. 

Take this Dr. Daniel T. Mae-
Dougal person who lives and 
breathes in our midst. The 
things tha t man knows—AND 
the things he's done! Remark-
able. 

What do you think now? 
There slipped in under our 
door, or over the transom, some 
sketchy, second-hand informa-
tion about how it was Mac-
Dougal, in-his Desert Labora-
tory a Tucson, Ariz., which he' 

; runs for t h e Carnegie Institute, 
as he did the coastal one at Car-
mel, who directed the f i rs t ex-
periments on this Guayule you 
hear so much about as a rubber 
source. 

And when the government 
off icials recently wanted to 
learn more about the possible 
rubber producer it was to Dr. 
MocDougal they came to f ind 
out what scientists they could 
get to go into it for them, 

j'v, We can't give you all the de-
ta i ls because MacDougal is up 
an Berkeley this week telling i 
some people things they didn't;j 
know about something, but wet 
•«can say th is: that on April 20 
lie's going to talke to some sort 
t)f a l ibrary convention at Del 
JVtonte abut Guayule. 

Quite a bird—this MacDou-
gal I 
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Rubber Seed Need 
From Old Mexico 

SALINAS.—Four United States 
Senators of the T ruman Com-
mittee declared af ter a hearing 

"i  here„ Sunday tha t the guayule 
I giant is a proved source iff l imit-

less rubber, and promised to 
speed guayule plant ing when they I 
return to Washington. 

Told by IS a Jin as rubber experts j 
that a shortage of seed makes 
widespread planting impossible I 
now, the 'Senators said that upon I 
returning to f Washington they! 
will urge the purchase of seed in I 
thousands of tons of northern 

I Mexico. • 
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GUAYULE RUBBER 
PLAIS PROBÈD 

SALINAS, March 15. '(U.R) — The 
Truman Senate sub-committee on 
war production today- investigated 
possibility of early large scale pro-
duction of Guayule rubber to help 
alleviate the nation's rubber short-
age. 

Guayule, a small bush of Mexican 
origin, has beén grown on, a mod-
erate scale in the Salinas Valley 
and elsewhere in the western states 
for several years. It has a fairly 
high rubber content. 
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GUAYULE AID FROM EAST 
MILWAUKEE <Ü.R) — Regional Forester J . H. Price an-

nounced today seven experts f rom the nor th central U. S. forest 
service would be sent to California to aid in an emergency project 
fo r cultivation of guayule as a source of rubber. In addition to 
personnel, the north central region iwll supply all of its spare 
equipment f o r the project . Miles of snow fence will protect the 
uayule f rom dr i f t ing sand. 
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Wickard Speeds 
Guayule Program 

WASHINGTON, March 7 (&)— 
Secretary of Agriculture Wickard 
ordered the forest service and the 
bureau of plant industry Saturday 
to proceed with a program for 
production of guayule rubber, but 
made clear that no substantial 

j amounts of rubber could be ob-
tained in the near future. 

He said the guayule project 
would be confined this year to 
test plantings in California, New 
Mexico, Arizona and Mexico. 

The forest service has selected 
one of its re- ; -mal foresters, «Evan 
W. Kelley of Missoula, Mont., as 
field director, and Paul Roberts 
director of the prairie states for-
estry project, as associate director 
of the guayule program. 
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President Signs 
Bill for Guayule 
Rubber Planting 

Olson, Downey To 
Attend Dinner At 
Salinas Tonight 

• tyrai'tw  i , r , i r i v l "j-) vcr-'!' '  f T 
President Roosevelt today sign-

ed Congressman John Z. Ander-
son's re-worded guayule rubber 

bill calling fo r the planting of 
• - i 

75,000 acres of guayule plants in 

the western hemisphere, with good 

prospects of som^ of tha t plant-

ing being done within 25 miles of 

' Gilroy. : 

J State director of agriculture, 

W. J . Cecil today declared that 
! federal assistance in development 

of guayule planting may event-

! ually lead to a " formidable west-

ern hemisphere source of crude 

rubber, but no results of mil i tary 

or industrial consequence can be 

expected fo r several years." 

Meanwhile, in Salinas, home of 
the plan to plant guayule rubber, 
ground was being broken fo r a 
guayule seed germinat ing plant. 
Governor Cul'bert L. Olson and 
Senator Sheridan Downey were 
on hand to help in the1 ground-
breaking and to take an active 
par t , in a banquet planned fo r 
this evening. 

Chances fo r Gilroy and the 
Santa Clara valley area to get 
some of the plant remain indefi-
ite. United Press check-up in Sac-

; ramento today revealed no knowl-
! edge^of where the plant ing would 
' be done. , 

Ea^rly talk of guayule plant ing 
spread the idea that land along 
the -eastern foothil ls might be 
used fo r growing guayule. Land 

I needed fo r growing guayule does 
not have to be well irr igated. Nor-
mal before .¿he plant can 
be expected to produce fu l l crops j 
is about four years. j 
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Expert Starts 

Guayule Sites 
TUCSON, Ariz., March 3 

(IP)—Selection of sites be-
tween California and the Rio 
Grande river in Texas for the 

I planting of 75,000 acres of 
I rubber - producing guayule 

will be made by Dr. William 
G. McGinriies, connected with 

[ the southwestern forest and 
range experiment station 
here since 1938. 

His appointment was an-
nounced Tuesday by Arthur 
T. Upson, director of the sta-
tion, who said Dr. McGinnies 
had been lqaned to the U. S. 
forest service to work on the 
guayule project. Dr. Mc-
Ginnies has gone to Texas 
to begin work. He will move 
westward, selecting sites in 
New Mexico, Arizona and 

i California. 

of 
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GUAYULE RUBBER PLAN 
SENT TO WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 28. OP)— 
Broadened to meet a presidential 
objection which brought an earlier 
Veto,; legislation to authorize the 
department of agriculture to- de-
velop" guayxile rubber was approved 
by the house today and sent to the 
White House. » 

DOUBTS ITS WORTH. 
BUFFALO, N. Y., Feb. 28. (/P)— 

John L. Collyer, president of, the 
B. F. Goodrich company, said to-
day synthetic rubber—not the gua-
yule shrub or amazon trees—is the 
solution to the nation's rubber 
problem. 

"It would be four or five years 
before we could get any rubber 
from guayule," Collyer added. "The 
most we could get from wild rub-
ber trees in the Amazon would be 
25,000 tons, compared with 765,000 
tons of Far Eastern rubber Used 
last year." 

Collyer, who advocated large-
scale synthetic rubber production 
two years ago, said Germany "now 
is moving on tires with 75 per cent 
synthetic rubber." , 

t 
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REVISED LAW 
ON Gtl A Y U L E 

f RUBBER PASSED 
WASHINGTON, Feb; 28.—JP— 

Broadened, to meet a presidential 
objection which brought an earlier 
veto, legislation to authorize the 
Department of Agriculture to de-
velop Guayule rubber was ap-
proved by the House today and 
sent to the White House. 

It allows the department to plant 
and develoge up to 75,000 acres of 
the rubber-F&earing plant in the 

j western hemisphere and to pur-
j chase at a cost not exceeding 
$2,000,000 properties in California 

i of the Intercontinental Rubber 
I company, which has been experi-; 
I menting with Guayule for many 
years. 

As originally passed and vetoed, 
the bill limited the development 

! program to the United States. 
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Guayule Rubber 
Bill Passed Anew 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 28.—(£>)--
Broadened to meet a presidential 
objection which brought an earlier 
veto, legislation to authorize the 
department of agriculture to de-

I velop guayule rubber was approved 
by, the house today and sent to the 
Whitehouse. 

It allows the department to plant 
and develop up to 75,000 acres of the 
rubber-bearing plant in the western 
hemisphere. 



Utah Labor News 
February 13 , 1942 
p* 1 

Cultivation of Guayule Shrub Wou 
Provide Quickest and Most Econo I 
Domestic Supply of Rubber 

For many years this country has been dependent almost 
entirely on the Far East for rubber. Of the 6 5 0 , 0 0 0 long tons 
of crude rubber consumed in the Uni ted States in 1940, ap-
proximately 9 8 per cent came from that area. United States 
imports of crude rubber, chief ly H e v e a rubber, amounted in 
1 9 4 0 to 81 8 , 0 0 0 long tons valued at $31 8 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 . 

The crude rubber plantat ions of the Far East have been, 
and are, dominated by a powerfu l rubber monopo ly . 

This monopo ly has been so powerful that if has been able 
to suppress crude rubber produc-
tion in the United States and Mex-
ico. Even now when there is a seri-
ous danger of rubber shortage the 
representatives of the rubber mo-
nopoly are trying to block all ef-
forts for crude rubber production 
here in our own country. 

There are several ways in which 
a shortage in our rubber supply 
could be relieved. These include: 

1. Increased production of crude 
rubber in Latin America and in-
creased importation from that 
source. 

2. Increased reclaiming of used 
rubber. 

3. Increased production of syn-
thetic and of guayule rubber in the, 
United States. 

The possibilities of increasing) 
the production of crude rubber in 
Latin America have been discussed | 
by those who know their rubber. It I 
is pointed out that, since it re-1 
quires more than seven years to 
bring rubber trees into bearing, it 
will be useless in the present emer-
gency, and our rubber needs could 
not be met by increased production , K

1S rubber-producing, 
in T.afin £ I desert shrub which is a native to 

Guayule Rubber 
Rubber is produced from the 

guayule shrub, which can be grown 
in-semi-arid regions of the South-
western United States, including 
Utah. The plant can be harvested 
within one year a f ter planting, but 
it is more economical toilet it con-
tinue to grow for several years. A 
shortage of seed limits the rapidity 
with which guayule production 
could be increased foFabout a year: 

This writer knows something 
about guayule. He spent several 
years in Mexico, where he saw 
plenty of it growing wild on the 
deserts. And, he can say truthful-
ly that guayule rubber cultivation 
would provide for our country the 
quickest and most economical do-
mestic supply for all the rubber 
needs of this country. 

Probably about $20,000,000 of 
capital invested would be re-
quired for every 100,000 long tons 
of annual productive capacity of 
guayule rubber. 

A Desert Shrub 
Guayule is a rubber-producing, 

in Latin. ^P^erica_. in, Less_ t han ! 
seven years. 

Large quantities of reclaimed 
rubber are already being produced. 
However, natural rubber cannot be 
reclaimed repeatedly without 
marked deterioration in quality. A 
drastic shortage of imports for any 
considerable length of time could 
not be relieved by reclaiming. 

The total capacity of synthetic 
rubber at the end of 1941 was onlv 
about 20,000 long tons. The total 
cost of constructing plants, includ-
ing plants for supplying the re-
quired component materials, to 
produce 100,000 long tons of syn-
thetic rubber annually would be 
about $100,000.000. and the con-
struction would take considerable 
time, especially since it would re-
quire large quantities of materials 
of which shortages exist. 

State of Sonora, and other States 
in North Central Mexico and the 
Big Bend area of Texas. 

In 1912. the year this writer last 
visited Mexico, that country pro-
duced 10,000 long tons of guayule 
rubber. Af ter 1912, because of tho 
Mexican revolution and the activi-
ties of the world rubber monopoly 
the Mexican outnut declined, and 
in 1940_ amounted to about 4000 
long tons. Production facilities are 
now being increased and nroduc-
tion in 1941 was over 7000 long 
tons. 

The entire Mexican production 
is from wild guavule. and the out-
put is now restricted b^ the Mex-
ican government in order to pre-
vent extinction of the shrub. Ma«.t 
of the guayule rubber produced ir> 
Mexico is shipped to the United 
States. 

Planting is niasy 
For the past few years, the In-

tercontinental Rubber company 
whose principal business is produc-
ing rubber in the Far East and 
importing rubber, has cultivated 
guayule at its exoeriment station 
near Salinas, California, and af 

scattered points in Arizona and 
Texas. The comnany has about 
1000 acres under cultivation in 
Salinas Valley, California, where 
it produced about 2125 long tons 
of rubber in 1940. Af ter exten-
sive tests the firm has selected 
high-yielding, disease . resistant 
strains of guayule. 

Also,, this companv has devised 
Special machinery for nlantin°r. 
cultivating, and harvesting the 
»•fc ( rjoniumoJ nn naao-jU — 
guayule shrub. One machine with 
a crew of 14 men plants 15 acres 
in one day of 10 hours, 8000 
plants to the acre. 

Needs Little Cultivation 
Guayule requires little cultiva-

tion and an annual rainfall of only 
6 to 12 inches, depending upon soil 
and climate. The climatic and 
soil conditions of Utah, Arizona, 
Nevada, New Mexico, and the Big 
Bend section of Texas, are suited 
to guayule cultivation. 

The guayule shrub may be bar-
vested at any time between the 
ages of 1 and 30 years, the general 
and most profitable practice being 
to harvest it at four years. 

If for any reason it is desired 
not to harvest the plant af ter four 
years, it may be left in the ground 
and in that way serve as a con-
tinually increasing reserve supply 
of rubber until the plant is 10 
years of age. After growing for 
10 years, guayule has a tendency 
to become gnarled. The shrub may 
be lef t in the ground for an addi-
tional, 20 years but without any 
increase in rubber content. 

The entire shrub is taken from 
the ground at the time of harvest 
and by a mechanical process the 
rubber is removed from the roots, 
stem, and large branches. 

The cost of producing guayule 
rubber depends upon the age at 
which the plant is harvested. 
Start ing. with a cost of about 80 
cents per" pound of rubber when 
the plant is harvested at one year, 
the cost decreases for every year 
that the plant is in the ground un-
til it is seven years of age. After 
seven years the carrying charges, 
principally interest on investment, 
exceed the income value. 

It appears that when the plant 
is harvested at the age of four 
years guayule rubber may be pro-
duced at a cost of 15 to 19 cents 
a pound, including the cost of land 
rental, preparing the land for 
planting, and all other costs inci-
dental to producing the rubber. 

(Over) 

• H 



Guayule rubber has a resin con-
tent of about 20 per cent. For 
this reason undersinated guayule 
rubber is suitable only for blend-
ing with Hevea rubber or for fr ic-
tion stock ( for use in manufactur-
ing t ire fabric plies, transmission 
belts, fr iction tape, etc.). I t is es-
pecially suited to use in rubberiz-
ing-tire fabric plies, the production 
of which is very large. 

J . H. Doeriner of the Firestone 
Tire and Rubber company has 
written the most authoritative 
article on the use of underesjnated 
guayule rubber. Af ter consider-

able testing, Mr. Doering found 
that tires made f rom underesinated 
guayuIeTuibber give a mileage 60 
per cent as great as tires made 
f rom Hevea ribbed smoked sheet 
No. 1. 

Deresinated Guayule 
However, when guayule rubber 

is deresinated i t is of the same 
quality as the lower grades of 
Hevea rubber and can be used in-
terchangeably with them. I t is 
softer than Hevea ribbed smoked 
sheet No. 1. % 

Practically all the la rge t ire 
manufacturing companies have 
tested deresinated guayule rubber, 
and it is reported that t ires made 
from it give approximately 95 per 
cent of the mileage given by tires 
made from Hevea ribbed smoked 
sheet No. 1. 

I t appears that if substantial 
qualities of guayule rubber were 
deresinated, the cost of deresin-
ating would not exceed one cent a 
pound. The solvent used in the 
process can be used several times, 
and the resins recovered could be 
sold. 

Shortage of Material 
A shortage of planting material 

l imits the quantity of rubber which 
could be produced f rom guayule in 
the next year or two. If all the 
seeds available were planted imme-
diatey, there would be only enough 
seedlings to plant 75,000 acres of 
guavule shrubs in the spring of 
1942. 

If 75,000 acres were planted in 
1942 and harvested in 1943, they 
would yield a total of only 3000 
long tons of deresinated rubber; 
if the 75,000 acres were not har-
vested unti l 1944, they would yield 
approximately 10,800 long tons. If 
harvested in 1946, they wou-ld yield 
about 42,600 long tons. 

Next year, 1943, there could be 
made available sufficient seedlings 
to plant 900,000 acres. This acre-
age might yield 30,000 long tons 
if harvested in 1944; 108,000 long 
tons if harvested in 1945; or 426,-
000 long tons if harvested in 1947. 
Further plantings would be possi-
ble in 1944 and subsequent years. 

There could be made available 
in 1944 sufficient seedlings to plant 
at least 4,500,000 acres. Theoreti-
cally, this acreage might yield 
150 000 long tons if harvested in 
1945; 540.000 long tons if harvest-
ed in 1946; or 2,130,000 long tons 
if harvested in 1948. For compara-
tive purposes, about 9,000.000 acres 
are planted in cotton in Texas. 

'(And for comparative purposes, 
about 650,000 long tons of crude 
rubber were consumed in 1940 in 
the United States.) 

I Guayule Is P r a c t i c a l ! 
The production of guavule rub-

ber would utilize land and migrant 

labor not now employed. 
Also, i ts production would not 

require, as in the case of synthetic 
rubber, large quantities of steel, 

! chemicals, and chemical equip-
I ment, the demands for which are 
j taxing the productive capacity of 
. American factories. 

This wri ter some 10 years ago 
I in this paper urged cultivation of 
guayule rubber in this country in 
order to avoid fu ture calamities 
and to f ree the American rubber 
consumers f r om the clutches of 
world-wide rubber monopoly. 

This advice was not heeded be-
cause it came f rom just a humble 
layman, and not from a represen-
tative of the rubber monopoly or 
some big politician. 

Had the country taken the ad-
vice of a plain citizen 10 years ago, 
today we would not be suffer ing 
f rom shortage of imported rubber 
f rom the Fa r East, which is now in 
the war zone, and indications are 
that most of the rubber trees there 
will be destroyed before this ter-
rible war is finished. 
^ The powers that be in Utah, 

right now, should be busy in plan-
ning and seeing to it that at least 
10,000 acres of guayule rubber 
shrub are planted in this state in 
April, 1942. 
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W A S H I N G T O N « « J 

/ C A L L I N G ^ / ' 

DU Scripps Howard Newspaper A/fiance! 

A Weekly Size-Up of Capital News 

Look for new .guayule rubber 
industry to be located in Rocky 

| Mountain states. Plants v^on't 
mature for four or five years; 
new mood of caution makes of-
ficials hesitate to take chances 
on coastal area. 

Congressional action on gua-
| yule due early in new year. 

Burning of Malayan rubber 
trees makes it certain rubber 
shortage will last a long time; 
may mean permanent transfer 
of industry to Western Hemi-
sphere. 


