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These snapshots, showing romantic recaptured after escaping. Five Japanese , .
interludes involving German prisoners | women are being questioned. 'They have '/
of war and Japanese girls, were taken | been working together on farms near |
from one of the Germans when he was | Trinidad, Col (AP Wirephoto.)' - o




bfiAiGE OF TREASON
BHOUGHT BY JURDRS

ol [TING IN DENVER

Action Climaxes Investigation Begun
After Publication in POST of Nazis
And California Nips in Embrace

"

Three California-born Japanese sisters were indicted in Den-
ver Tuesday by a federal grand jury on charges of “treason and
conspiracy to commit treason” in the escape of two German pris-
oners of war from a camp near Trinidad last October.

The indictments climaxed an investigation which began last
October after publication in THE DENVER POST of seized snap-
shots showing the prisoners and the women in warm embrace.

The women named by the grand jury are Tsuruko (Toots)

Wallace, 34; Florence (Flo) Shivze
Otani, 33, and Shitara (Billie) Tani-
goshi, 31. All had been residents of
the Amache, Colo., relocation cen-
ter at Granada, east of Trinidad.
Before being sent to the relocation
camp, they resided at Inglewood, a
suburb of Los Angeles, Calif.

They were charged with aiding
the escape of Corps. Heinrich Hai-
der, 31, and Herman August Loesch-
er, 31, former Afrika Korps mem-
bers, last Oct. 17. The grand jury
said the prisoners and the three
women were employed at the Wing-
er farm near Trinidad, and in the
vicinity of the Trinidad prisoner of
war camp where the Germans were
interned.

| eounts. The first, charging treason, |

D@r'»u_ fFC‘“f
m% 9, 19494

CUSTODY AT AMACHE,

United States District Attorney
Morrissey said the women were be-
ing taken into custody Tuesday at
the Amache tenter and probably
,migrh_ i msvaigned in Denver

The indictment contained two

carries & maximum penalty of death
and a minimum penalty of a $10,-
000 fine, or five years imprisonment.

The second, charging conspiracy
to commit treason, carries a maxi-
mum penalty of $10,000 fine and two
years imprisonment, -

ACCUSED OF PROVIDING

PRISONERS WITH MAPS.

The indictment asserted the wom-
(en had provided the prisoners with
road maps, railroad time tables,
clothing, a flashlight and money
and had driven them in an automo-
bile as far as Wagon Mound, N, M.,
eighty miles south of Trinidad, on
.an overnight trip. . ,J
 The prisoners were eaptured Oct,
18 at Watrous, N. M., and officers
found snapshots on Haider showing
himself and his companion in al
fond embrace with Japanese wom-
en, identified by District Attorney

(Turn to Page 3—Col. 4.)
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i Wﬁ_fhree Ca,hfo;-n;a born Japanese sisters, who are
Blllle, TOOtS alld FlO, pictured here, were charged with treason Tues-

day in an indictment returned by a federal grand jury in Denver. As a result, they face a

maximum penalty of death, The indictments charge the three women aided the escape of two
German prisoners of war from the camp at Trinidad, Colo., last October. The prisoners were
captured in New Mexico and on one of them pictures of themselves in fond embrace with Japa-
nese girls were found. These pictures, first published in THE DENVER POST, caused a na-
tionwide sensation and started the investigation that ended in the indictments Tuesday. -

Shitara (Billie) Tanigoshi Tsuruko (Toots) Wallace Florence (Flo) Otani




Seized Photo -
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| Associated Press Wirephoto.]

One of the snapshots taken from
recaptured German prisoner in
Colorado.

Trinidad, Colo., Oct. 27 ().—Five
Japanese women, one carrying a
baby, were in custody today for in-
vestigation arising from the discov-
ery of pictures which showed Japa-
nese women in the emhrace of Ger-
man war prisoners, six of whom
escnped from a nearby internment
camp last week.

The women were taken into cus-
tody for questioning by a federal
pureau of investigation agent at a

from the Amache relocation centers
were employed on seasonal leave.

In Denver, Gordon Nicholson,
agent in charge of the district FBI
office, confirmed that the women
were being held and questioned.

The six German prisoners who
escaped last week were recaptured,
two at a time, across the line in
northern New Mexico. Police Chief
Nolan Utz of Las Vegas, in- search-
ing Corp. Heinrich Haider, formerly
of the Afrika Korps, discover
three snapshots which1he!
showed Haider and two Bthef)it
identified men in the at‘ms:ol'.'!!pa-
nese women.

farm where Japanese-Americans |

/A4 x THE EVENING STAR, Washington,D.C.
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/ 30, S.-Jap Sisters

Accused of Treason

Br the Associated Press.

Attorney General Biddle said to-
day an Indictment charging three
American-born sisters of Japanese
ancestry with treason in aiding two
German soldiers to escape from a
prisoner of war camp at Trinidad,
Colo., last October 16, was returned
by a Federal grand jury at Denver,

Named as defendants, Mr. Biddle
reported, are Tsuruko Wallace, Flor-
ence Shivze Otani and Billie Shitara
Tanigoshi, former residents of Cal-
{fornia who were sent after Pearl
Harbor to a relocation camp at
Granada, Colo.

Mr. Biddle sald the indictment,
containing two counts, charged that
the three women aided Helnrich
Haider and Herman August Loesch-
er to escape by furnishing them with
food, clothing, money and highway
maps and by transporting them to
Wagon Mound, N, Mex, *

Investigation of the women fol-
lowed publication of pictures show-
ing men prisoners embracing Jap-
anese women.

The prisoners later were recap-
tured in New Mexico.

The Justice Department reported
that the women met Haider on a
farm near Trinidad, where they
were permitted to work, in April,
1043.

= i |

IFBI PROBES JAP
GIRLS’ VISIT WITH

NAZI PRISONERS
,'.,‘u.‘/'tt el /(‘/)—7/;(3

5 Trapped by Photos

. L]
of Kissing.

' Denver, Colo., Oct. 28 [Special]l.—
Details of amorous meetings be-
tween German war prisoners from
a camp near Trinidad, Colo.,, and
Japanese women employed on near-
by farms were sought by agents of
the federal bureau of Investigation
today from five Japanese women
held in Trinidad.

The women were detained after
photographs found on a recaptured
Nazi prisoner showed prisoners em-
bracing Japanese women. The wom-
en were not identified.

“One Kiss” Led to Another.

One report current today was that
the spooning episodes now wunder
investigation resulted from a deci-
sion of Nazi prisoners to “steal one

kiss each from a Jap girl.” But thel

one kiss, reports said, led to spoon-
ing, hugging, and additional kissing.

The Japanese girls involved are
from the Amache concentration cen-
ter, They were sent into the Trini-
dad district last spring to farm there
on a share basis, About a month
ago, detachments of Nazi prisoners
from the Trinidad camp were sent
into the field to assist in harvest-
ing vegetables,

The Germans became acquainted
wlith some of the Japanese girls and
amorous intérludes followed.

Camera and Rifle Found.

In an FBI search of the house
where the flve Japanese women
lived, a camera and a .22 caliber rifle
were found. It is believed the cam-

plement such needs.

era is the one with which the snap-
shots were taken.

Lt. Col. William S. Hannah, com-
manding officer of the Trinidad
camp for German prisoners, is re-
ported to have visited the Jap farm
and to have instructed guards there
to permit no further meetings be-
tween the German prisoners and
the Japanese girls.

!

1




Treason Trial in Aid to Nazis

Three Japanese-American sisters, evacuated from California after the sneak blow at
Pearl Harbor, were in County Jail here last night to await federal court trial on a grand
jury indictment charging “treason and congpiracy to commit treason.”

e = The three were brought to Denver from the Amache Relocation
Camp in Southern Colorado yesterday, immediately after the federal
grand jury returned the indictment, and were booked at the jail at
8:15 p. m.

Silence with which they greeted all questions of newspapermen
was broken only by their insistent refusal to permit photographers
to talke new piclures of them.

TThe charges as carried in the indictments specifically allege

{hat these young Orienial women helped two German prisoners of
war—veterans of Rommel's Africa Corps—to escape from the army
prison camp at Trinidad,

Snapshots that formed part of the investigation showed these
young women in warm and co-operalive embrace with the Nazi non-
coms.

The pictures were taken during a rest period while they were all
working on the Winger farm, which is situated near the prisoner
internment camp near Trinidad. ’

Nazis Left Camp for Farm Jobs

Names of the women charged by the grand jury are! Tsuruko;‘
(Toots) Wallace, 34; Florence (Flo) Shivze Otani, 33, and ShitarK

(Billie) Tanigoshi, 31. Previous to their residence at Amache th
three had lived in Inglewood, Calif., near Los Angeles.

Their Nazi lights of love were Corp. Heinrich Haider, 31, and
Corp. Herman August Loescher, 31, who, presumably, had bheen
brought to Trinidad about a year ago following Montgomery’s smash=
ing assault on the vaunted Africa Corps in Egypt and Libya.

Given the opportunity to work outside the prison camp, under
the terms of the Geneva Convention, the Nazi non-coms were
employed at the Winger farm on Oct. 17, when they met the three
Japanese-American women and, according to the charges, discussed
the plan for escape to Mexico and indulged in the incidental aspects
of love.

The Nazis, of course, are charged wilh no crime. That's one of
the rights of war—to escape from a prison camp, if you can. 4

But the indictments against the three women, according to
U. S. District Attorney Thomas J. Morrissey, contain two eounts,
The first, charging treason, carrics a maximum penalty of death
and a minimum penalty of a $10,000 fine or five years’ imprison-
ment,

3 '\U. S.-Jap Sisters Facing,
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Not Capital Crime - I
1 cond, charging conspiracy to commi treason, carri
max;'Ir‘nlSms{;enal'ty of ag$lgt'),000 fine and two yeal‘s’_:mpl-lsonmen_t.
According to the indictments, 1hq sisters furnished thg Getrge!ms
with money, civilian clothing, a flashlight, road maps and ‘ume-t;l esr
then drove them to Wagon Mound,_N.__M. On C_)Et. .19, the.Gcmjilur:
bresumably intenided to proceed Tp Mexico and Soulh America and,
if lucky, thence to Germany. All Nazi prisoners who have escaped
from the Trinidad camp have attempted to follow the same itinerary:
back to their Vaterland, almost as if it had been a part of their train=-
ing, in the event of their capture,
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Clothing Given Nazis

Specifically, the grand jury accused the women of concealing two ;
pairs of trousers, two shirts and two hats in the bushes near the
Winger farm about Oct. 6.

On Oct. 14 the indictment says that Miss Wallace—the one called
Tools—called to Nazi Haider:

“We have something for you.”

Further, Toots Wallace was accused of giving Haider a flashlight
later that day, and the next day providing him with $11 in currency.

Then, according to the charges, the five of them piled into an
automobile and started south on U, S. Highway 85. At Wagon Mound,
N. M., 87 miles south of Trinidad, the car's water pump went haywire
and the Germans proceeded on foot the remaining 22 miles to Wat-
rous, the women returning to Trinidad affer getting the car fixed,

Snapshots Start Inquiry

Records show that Toots ‘Wallace was married twice. Her first
husband was Tom Endo a Japanese-American who was listed as
“lost at sea.” Her second husband was listed ag Virgil Wallace,

Mrs, Tanigoshi was married in 1938 and worked as a waitress
before the evacuation of the West Coast. The third sister, Mrs. Otani,

e e S i s S e S
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(Continued on Page 7)
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eﬁce {Fll;; Shivze Oialli Shitara (Billie) Tal;;ggéﬁl
Accused of helping Nazi prisoners to escape.
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3. SBORNJAP
SISTERS INDICTED
“INNAZIS ESCAPE
' >

Face Possible Death Sen-
tence if Convicted on
Treason Charge

DENVER, May 9 () —A treas-
on indictment was returned today
against three Japanese-American
sisters accused of aiding in the
escape of two German prisoners
of war. The charges arose from
investigation of snapshots show-
ing the women and the fugitives
in amorous embrace. z

A Federal Grand Jury named
the women — each of whom is
married — as Tsuruko “Toots”
Wallace, 35; Florence (Flo)
Shivze Otani, 33; and Billie Shi-
tara Tanigoshi, 32. They were
residents of the Granada reloca-
tion center in southern Colorado.
Mrs. Wallace and Mrs. Tanigoshi
each have a small child.

Nazis Escaped Last Fall

The three were accused of pro-
viding an automobile, clothing,
road maps and money for Corps.
Heinrich Haider, 31, and Herman
August Loescher, 31, who escaped
from the Trinidad (Colo.) camp
last October 17. They were re-
captured two days later at Wa-
trous, N. M.
| The sisters, who were working
at the Winger farm where the
prisoners also had been employed
near Trinidad, were charged also
with accompanying the Germans
as far as Wagon Mound, N. M., 87
miles south of Trinidad. There
the car broke down and the Ger-
mans proceeded on foot the re-
|maining 22 miles to Watrous, the
'women returning to Trinidad.

Death Sentence Possible

The indictment, containing two
jcounts, charged treason and con-
{spiracy to commit treason. The
first count carries a maximum
penalty of death and a minimum
of five years' imprisonment or a
fine of $10,000. The second count
carries a maximum penalty of a

prisonment.

The pictures, showing the wo-
men in the arms of Haider and
Loescher, were discovered aon
Haider after his capture.
| U. S. District Attorney Thom-
as J. Morrissey sald the three
‘were arrested at the center today
and probably would be arraigned,
in Denver May 12.

Tliese P}mfos Led to an Indictment

$10,000 fine and two years’ im-!

i

These are two of the pictures that led to the investigation
of charges that three Japanese-American sisters alded in the
escape of two German prisoners from a Colorado prison camp.
Yesterday, the girls, who had the peculiarly American nick-
names of “Toots,” “Flo” and “Billie,” were Indicted on charges
of treason.




THE NEW YORK SUN, THURSDAY, MAY 11, 19.44.
THREE JAPANESE-AMERICAN SISTERS ACCUSED

Aszsonclated Press Wirephoto

A United States Deputy Marshal and a matron (third from left) escort three Japanese—AmericlJ
sisters, charged with treason in the escape of two German prisoners of war from a Colorado camg‘
The scene is in Denver. The defendants are Tsuroko Wallace (second from left), Billie Tani
gochi (turning her head) and Florence Otami. : 4 i
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FIRST COLORADO
TREASON CASE, :

The judge said he could not grant
the request unless proof was sub-
milled that the health of the chil-
dren is ‘being impairved, Robinson
having said that they were “pining
away and needed attent ion ! 53

! &i“ﬁu Colorado involving & Eharge:

The trial of the women will be the

¥
mum;:’e“-. which carries a maxi-

-1
{Contin Y UL de8th: 1t will begin

after June 12 when 2a petit jury is
called.

In the courtroom the three de-
fendants sat together. Two wore
slacks and frilly blouses with rib-
bons in their hair. The third wore
a short black skirt and gay blouse,
her tiny feet encased in dancing

slippers. The three sat like graven
images, faces showing no emotion,
as Attorney Robinson argued wjith
eloquence and logic, backed by a
score of citations, for dismissal of
the indictment. \

“rrhe dignity of the gravest erime
in law rests upon these defendants,”
Robinson said, “the erime of
treason. Yet this indicfment fails

Dismiss Case

Lng
Against Japs
United States District Judgegl

| Symes upheld Monday the in-{
dictment by & federal grand’
jury of three Japanese-Ameri-

can women on charges of trea-
son in aiding the escape of .two
German war prisoners from & camp
at Trinidad, Colo.

Kenneth W. Robinson, court-ap-
jpointed defense counsel, spoke for
dismissal, asserting the indictment
‘did not ‘allege an ln‘lenlion to fur-
ther the German war cause against
the Uniled States. Judge Symes
answered that the wome
cused of helping former
of the German army to escape and
the success of this plot would “tend
to strengthen the enemy, giving
them two more soldiers to fight the
United States.” ;

The judge also denled an informal
request by Robinson to release one
of the women, who are being held
on honds of §7,500, on her own recog-
nizance to eare for two children, 4
and 9 years old, at the Amache war

tera of Tsurulo (Toots) Wallace and

Otani.

relocation. The children are daugh- ||

RBillle Shitara Tanigoshi. The thivd |!
defendant is Florence (Flo) Shivze

to state facts, specifie facts, suffi-
cient to constitute any offense
against the laws of the United
States.”

The women, Who had been evac-
uated from California to the relo-
cation camp near Granada, were
working on a farm. There they
met two former members of the
German Africa Korps now prison-
ers of war—Heinrich Haider, 31,
and Herman Toescher, 3L That
was Aug. 31. The prisoners es-
capted, but Oct. 9 were arrested in
Watrous, N. M, and alleged aid,
comfort, transportation and help
provided by the Japanese women
‘were revealed.

Assistant United States District
Attorney Ivor O. Wingren pre-
sented citations to prove the indict-
ment well and properly made and
asked a day be set for trial.

Among documents found on the
Cerman prisoners when they were
arrested were snapshots showing
the tall blond German soldiers fond-
y embracing the Japanese girls.
These photographs led to an FBI
{nvestigation which resulted in the
indictment and arrests.

CONVICT JAPANESE SISTERS

Denver Jurors Hold Three Guilty |
of Conspiracy, Not Treason

DENVER, Aug, 11 () —Three
Japanese-American sisters accused
of helping two German prisoners
escape from internment camp were|'
|convicted by a Federal jury today

of conspiracy to commit treason, |!
land were acquitted of treason|!
{|charges.
Judge J» Foster Symes withheld |
imposition of sentence, which, un-
der the law, may not exceed two
|| years in prison and $10,000 fine.

If they had been convicted of trea-
son the\penalty could have been

Wallace, 35; Mrs. Florence Shivze
Otani,
|| Tanigoshi, 32, exhibited no emotion
when the verdict was read.

8—ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT, 1

Jap Sisters
Convicted Of

Conspi
onspiracy
pliac
Denver (P)y—Three Japanese-Amer-
jean sisters accused of helping two
German prisoners escape from in-
ternment camp were convicted by a
U. S. District Court jury today of
conspiracy to commit treason, and
were acquitted of trcason charges.
Judge J. Foster Symes wilhheld
impnsitlon of sentence, which, under
the lqw. may not exceed two years
in .prison and $10,000 fine. If they
had been convicted of treason the
penalty could have been death.
Defense Attorney Kenneth W.
Robinson was given three days in
which to file a motion for a new
trial if he decided to ask one. He
said he has not determined whether
to seek a new trial or whether he
will appeal.
x| The “defendants — Mrs. Tsuruko
.‘Too}s Wallace, 35: Mrs. Florence
Flo” Shivze Otani, 33, and Mrs.
Billie Shitara Tanigoshi, 32 — ex-
hibited no emotion when the ver-
diet, reached by the jury last night
and then sealed, was read in court
this morning.

pacid

c\et‘endants, Mrs. Tsuruko

33, and Mrs. Billie Shitara

]
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;56; of Three |

Jap-American

- Billie Shitara Tanigoshi, 32, one i ~
of three Ja anese-American S1S= 5 'l’ 2 F a d ‘
ters indicted%n charses of ireasni,, b 1S ers ree
was released from County Jail yes= YRR 1
terday on $7500 personal TeCOE®, - £ Out on $7,500 Personal
nizance bond posted with U. S| f f
Commissioner Harold s.Oakes. " Bond in Order to Care
A . 8 .District Attorney omas | » .
5. Qfoprissey said the release was +dor Daughter and Niece
arranged so she could care for al S
daughter, Carlene Tanigoshi, four,’ "PENVER, June 15 (AP)—0One of
and a niece, Diana Wallace, nine, Whree Japanese-American sisters
at the Amache Relocation Center, awaiting trial July 24 on charges of
near Lamar. treason in tha escape last October |
The other two gisters, Tsuruko | of two German prisoners of war at !
(Toots) Wallace and Florence] rinidad, was released today on $7.-|
Shivze Otani, remain in jail await- Ko personal recognizance pond.
ing trial July 24 on-*charges of | ! U. §. District Attgrgey Thomas J.
aiding the escape of two Germain ¢ Morrisgey apd pillig” 8hitara Tani- ||
iepners of war from a Trinidad | goshl, 32, wis joldageq from Denverp
1aet fall ' s county jall ip @rdfritd care for her ||
e e dayghteg, Carlgn ’J‘anfgu.-shl. 4, and|
her niecp, Ditha Wallace, 9, at thel
Giranada relocation center ‘near La- |
maj. '
1. 8. District Judge J. Foster
gymes approved the bond posted
with U. 8. Commissioner Harold
Qakes, and permission  to release
the woman was given by the attor-
frey general's office in Washington,
Morrissey said.
::{,Eler sisters, Tsuruko (Toots) wal-
lace, 35, and Florence shivze Otfa
:Lg,". aré still in custody. ;




ation-

first printed in THE DENVER POST last October, that created a 1
er by a federal

A gV . =
{ .l hese Are the P]-Ctures9 wide stir and resulted Tuesday in the jndictment in Denv
aiding in the escape of

-born Japanese sisters on charges ef treasom. The women are accused of
from the camp at Trinidad, Colo. The maximum penalty for treason in time of war is death.

! grand jury of three American
= two German prisoners of war




THREE JAP SISTERS INDICTED
AS TRAITORS IN NAZIS' ESCAPE

Women Accused of Providing War Prisoners at
Trinidad With Map; Treason Charge Climaxes
Probe Begun Thru Photo in POST.

(Continued From Fage One.)

Morrissey as the women named in
the indictment,

United States District Judge
Symes, to whom the indictment was
returned, suggested bond for the
three at $10,000 each.

The grand jury accused the wom-
en of concealing two pairs of
trousers, two shirts and two hats in
bushes near the Winger farm ahout
Oct. 6. ’

SIX PRISONERS
FLED FROM CAMP.

Oct, 14, the indictment said,
Tsurnko Wallace ecalled to Hajder:
“We have something for you."

Halder was said then to have
been advised of the hiding place.
Two days later Haider and Loescher
escaped and were driven southwa rd
by the three Japanese women, the
government alleges.

The Wallace woman was accused
of giving Haider a flashlight later
that day, and the next day provid-
ing him with $il in currency.

The two were among six prison-
ers to escape from the Trinidad
camp.

After the arrest of Halder and
Loescher at Watrous, five Japanese-
American women were held for
questionnig at Trinidad, Oct. 27.
Several days later they were re-
leased by federal bureau of inves-
tigation agents and information
gained from them was kept a strict
secref.

No information was avallable im-
mediately an the marital status of

.

all had been married as their names
would indicate. °

NO ESPIONAGE

PLOT INVOLVED,

The Denver office of the FBI
Tuesday maintained the same si-
lence by which the investigation of
the case had been characterized
thruout.

H. R. Duffey, special agent in
charge, sald any information addi-
tional to that contained in the for-
mal announcement of the grand
jury's indictment released by Mor-
rissey would have to be withheld
| pending arraignment of the women,
| “Some of the information,” he
said, “may have to be used as evi-
dence and the district attorney
would not want to disclose it in
advance.”

Duffey disclosed, however, that

i
1

the three sisters, altho officers said |

no espionage plot was involved, and
snid the maps allegedly given the
prisoners by the women contained
no markings of military wvalue. |

The investigation ls “still in a
pending status,’ he said, Indicating
further findings may develop as a
result of the Indictment.

Fourteen Granada
Japs Indicted

Fourteen Japanese-Americans
from the Granada relocation center
near Amache, Colo., were indicted
by a United States grand jury in
Denver Tuesday for alleged failure
to report for preinduction physical
examinations and failure to report
for induction. They were called by
the Lamar. draft board. Bail for
each was set at $2,500.
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Snapshots Figure In U.S. Treason Trial Nears

Treason Case Against

. DENVER, Aug. 5—(AF)—Snap-| 'The Germans will ‘a pear in
.Jap-Alnel'lcal‘lS shols of three fapanose-Amerlr-an court wearing . full uniform and
Lt Snap sisters in the armsm{ two German |decorations.
INVER, Aug. 5. — (F)—one prisoners of war will constitute an| Mrs, Waltace #nd Mrs. Tanigoshi,
thfl[_é of threc Japanese-American . | 1m_%m-tant part of the government's|poth of whom Are_mothers, gradu-
cicters in the armsg of two German evidence .Wh"“ one of the n_a[.lnps: ated with honors in 1927 from the
sisters ‘s of war will constitute an major {reason f{rials of this war|melewonoad High School and par-
prisoners ot -LLUI' the government's opens Monday in U. S. District|{jcTnated in athletics. Mrs. Olani
important pat o of fhe nation’s |Court. i and Mrs. Wallace are in the Den-
evidence when on P this war The sisters—Mrs. Tsuruko Wal-|ver County Jail. Mrs. Tanigoshi is
major treason 1”31510 S district lace, 35 years old; Mrs. Florence|at the Amache camp.
opens Monday in U. 5. |Shivze Otani, 33, and Mrs. Billie! This will be Coloradn's first {rea-
e 1 | Shitara Tanigoshi, 32—are the de-lson trial and one of the few such'
The sisters—Mrve, Tsuruko Wal- fendants, facing a possible death|cases in the United States to in.
The SISLeES s ahivze Otani sentence if convicted. The Nazis—|yolve wome
lace, 33; Mrs. Florence Shivz | Corps. Heinrich Halder, 31, and| h oy omem i
a3, and Mrs. Billie Shitara Tani- Herman August Loescher, 31, hoth|_, LWice before in this war national
voshi, 32—are the defendants, faf{; former members of Rommel's rout-|Attention ha.;: been focused on trea-
shi, 32—a . sentence LA L ovarn. | SO prosecution,
ing a 1‘05"“3‘“ %e:;lz_ums. Hein- I;?e’ﬁf:i;%rT{‘:]t'r'J{iq::se the govern Max Stephan, naturalized Ger-
convicted, The Ne 4 Herman Au- iRt i man-American of Detroil, was ron-
vich IMaider, 31, an v Ghnihor The Nisei women, evacuated 10 |victed of aiding a Nazi fiier o floe
eyst  Loescher, 81, ‘hut‘l 3 A—{' the Granada re!o‘cailon center al acrpss the 1), S. horder from a
members of Rommel's voute i Amache, Colo, from their homes|Canadian prison camp. His death
ika lKorps—arve the governments ih Inglewood, Calif,, after Pear! senlence was commuted to life im-
rika Iovps Harbor, are accused of aiding the prisonment '
slar witnesses. Caxl Germans fo flee from the Trinidad Later, six Chicagoans — three
Accused Of Alding Nazis Er'{soner of war camp last Octo- '

: men and their wives—were found
The Nisel women, evacuated to {ber 17, guilty of harboring. one of the

he Granada relocation center at The indictment econtains 1wo cight saboleurs landed by a subma-
i ) Colo.; from their homes in counts. One charges treason, which{rine on the East coast in 1942,
Amache, lif.. after Pearl Har- carries a penally ranging [rom|Thelr cases were remanded for re-
Inglewood, L‘:L‘d"o{ aiding the Ger- $10,000 fine or five years' imprison-|trial, however.

hor, are accuse e e

i ment to death. The other alleges
the  Trinidad ; .

5 conspiracy to commil - treason.
prisoner of \ar Camp last Octo 'gilsri)xﬂymum penaltg on conviction is|.
.17 #10,000 fine and two years in
hc}l'ihl indictinent contains two prison. : }

£ One charges treason, which : The Nazis enjoyed only two days|'
('l“_”j“' enalty ranging from $10,- of freedom. Then Federal Bureau
carries a pel ‘fi\'e years' imprison- of Investigation agents intertepted
il g (l,é'uh The other alleges é[he_m at Watirnus, 1Nh Mj- d!'}' !""E
nmm._t.o‘(_ { c'lnmmit treason. Max- :c§;: 950\?9}3 Or']t.-l ‘pe I ) li(l mir;:.
;.1‘:::f:gzlll?cf1§:111‘i' dn conviction i‘ $10,- Gerrﬁa.n’s i%hﬂi'i]:\;'-slsh1e0w\\pog;nm::
coo fine and two vears in prisom. who worked on the same farm near

" rwo Days Of Freedom [the internment. camp.

e Nazis p'njm-pd only two days A grand jury charged that thes
Ihe Naz Then FBI agents in- defendants gave the prisoners road
of freedom. Watrous, N. Mex. maps of California, Nevada and
tercepted them ?l‘ <sion. the indlct: Colorado, a railroad timelable,
In Haider's possess p‘u,:Lurt‘q Sho\v- clntihm ,”[Iashi]l ht,fnm?e_v and an
\ harges, were 4 autom e, 'The itives, it s
'.“(rnttllnlz‘ “(E::mm\s embracing the said, hgr] planned 1o ?ﬁm ‘tthiir twa;
e o wwho worked on the same back to their fatherland via Mexico
women, S the internment camp. and South America,
faym near tn -+ charged that the Kenneth Robinson, court-ap-
A grand jury the prisoners road pointed attorney for the women,
defendants E-'.a}“_'i lﬁe\rada and said today he cannot determine
maps of Cah[onﬁ\hﬂ‘;ad timetable, ;\vhat “_1'9 defense wlgl be umn1 h?
olorado, a railv ears the government's case agains
t]?.ltl';:inq. flaghlight, money and an ime.

mans to {lee from

; itives, it said, “All T can say is that they are
ﬂ“mnmml(\;ﬂ F{::cré;t%rn to the Fa- nnocent of Ihisync'l." he sald.y ‘
had Plﬂ“",. Mexico and South I “"What I'm determined to do is
therland  via 2 '§et a fair trial for them. And that's
America. {1l appear in darned hard to get in time of war.”|

The Germans Wi {1 Al " As to snapshots— ‘
court wearing full unifot ! “1 think,” said the atiorney,|
locorations. “that the situation prohably is that
ac o SR B the county agent was oui taking

'fetures of the Japanese and Ger-
ns working together, and the
‘\ires were perfectly innocent.”
~ government, too, seeclks
‘lal hearing in +" -
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|'Treason Trial — T3 gfvsﬂ .ISAISTL'RS' GO In Aid to Nazis
| T : L TOMORR - reason Trial o men|®
To Open Monday AL OW|}: 1o | Treason Trial of 3 Women

: hDENVER. Aug. 5 (P)—Snap- Acc;lsed ((‘:: Hdi’inﬁ Pair
4 : shots of three Japanese-American t - to ee mp Is begun
In U.S. Court |

;is_ters in the arms of two German
= risoners of war will constitute a Soobl i e SR e
DENVER, Aug. 5 (AP)Snap - n- it o e

lmpm:tant_ part of the Govern-
shots of three Japanesc- American ment's evidemce when one of the time-worn uniforms of Hitler's
onceproud Afrika Korps, and three

cisters in the arms of two German | naltion’s major treason trials of this
- Japanese-American sisters, wear-

Xk . war opens Monday in the Federal
prisoners of war will + constitute District Court. ing neat, American clothes, lis-
tened stoically today as govern-

an important part of the gov- The sisters, Mrs. Tsuruko Wal- i
ment attorneys opened a treason

lace, 35; Mrs. Flore
‘ idence when one of ¥ . nce Shivze| tic
£ 5w ial 8;?1?3 3}?{ and Mrs. Billie Shitara|ce! trial which might end in death
{he nation’s major treason trials oshi, 32, face a possible death sentence for the three women.
Both of the Germans, as well as

A ne
of {his war opens Monday in U. S. | : f?:}fenﬁféic;g?e Igilz" aﬁgrpsﬁ Hein- (1o
’ 1
istrict court. : August Loescher, 31, former e:::;: gy the women, speak and understand
: ; ! bers of Rommel's Afri English, but their faces displayed
The sisters—Mrs. Tsuruko Wal-j . are the Government-"k”' Korps, [in, no emotion as Ivor Wingren, As-
lace,, 35; Mrs. Florence Shivze Ota- * SRS sistant United States District At-
!| torney, told a jury of five salesmen

Billie Shitari Tanl Lo o
ni, 33, and Mrs. Billle s ar = The Nisei wom ‘
coshi, 32—-are the defendants facing the Granada Relo?;’tiren‘:aézittzg ;ct, 3 and eight other men of various
a possible death sentence if con- | Amache, Col, from their homes in ;li occupations that the government
victed. The Nazis—Corps. Heinrich ! i“KIEWOOd. Calif., after Pearl Har-|a' would attempt to prove that the
Haider, 31, and Herman August r:;ﬁ 31’:- accused of aiding the Ger- women had committed treason by
Loescher, 31, both former members | s to flee from the Trinidad |ty helping the Germans to escape
n

: : I prisoner-of-war camp Oct, 17. from a prisoner of war camp near
of Rommel's routed Afrika Korps The indictment containg two|w (. |Trinidad, Col., last Oct. 17.

arc the government’s star witnesses. | B;Jlmts. One charges treason and|ds The charges have been denied
The Nisel women, evacuated to the | tr:ﬂ‘(’);h“ conspiracy to commit|ey i ; by the sisters, who readily admit-
' Granada relocation center ht Co=| Pt wi ted at the time of their arrest that

The Nazis were fr f g

manche, Colo,, from their homes in | days. FBI £ Iree for 1wol- they had become acquainted with
Inglewood, Calif., after Pearl Hai- |} at Watrouz,gelr\]lfsI;?te:?gtetdhthe 5yf the Natzis Whlledworklngiwith tthem
bor, are accused of aiding the Ger-| dictment charges, found {he pic-|"4 el a.;;:gl:;d that t&?ofi‘} g

.- ——
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mans to flee from the Trinidad} tures showing them with"the wo-|of
1

prisoner of war camp last Oct. 17. |

The indictment contains twoﬂ ‘hi - i g[l;i e e
counts. One charges treason, which $ho pelioiees suadin Wallace, thirty-five years s
carries a penalty rarnging from maps of _c{gjjfm.nia, Nevada and|v ls kngwn to her friends as
$10,000 fine or five years impris- Colorado " a railroad timetable,|? Toots”; Mrs. Florence Shivze

women posed for pictures while in
the arms of the Germans.

! clothing, flashlight, mon Otani, thirty-three, and Mrs. Billie
onmm..tm e TT}: tothernaﬁziil g &utﬂn)l?bile_ The,fugitive?, 1’:;“33?51 Shitara Tanigoshi, thirty-two.
conspiracy to commit treason. = rlanned to return to Germany vir "It is the govérnment's conten-
imum penalty on conw‘ctlon is | Mexico and South America. tion that the sisters, who were
$1€,000 fine and two years in prison. | A e born at Inglewood, Calif,, and

zis enjoyed only two days Prom Late Edition of Yesterday's Trrs.? ‘ graduated from the Inglewood
ofﬂfl:0:j12m. lelebrrl FBI agents in-| Bt v i High School but were brought to
tercepted them at Watrous. .Na.M‘tl %oé::aggasltn J;g:neas‘éa%una;m.ﬁp:f
In Halder’s possessioxui.ctﬂ}fzsHslhl)c‘t'— l 7| Japanese . nese-Americans, had given the
ment charges, were picul ; ] ; 8| reldcation Cew. Germans a flashlight, several
ing the Germans embracing the wo- 1| colo., had been takes. maps, a rallroad timetable, some
men, who worked on the same farnﬂl t the onion harvest. A, money, an automobile and some
near the internment camp. { U Mr. Rivera, said Mr. Winghi,, civilian clothing to help them get

i SvBN e | | would testify that.the};leigfg l;ggé to Mexico after thelr escape from

| wallace whisper to Halde i the Trinidad camp.

“We have some”thing fors\’;;l-d But the Germans— Corporals

The “something,” said Mr. inh . .|Heinrich Haider and Herman

grén, was & ?al-down Sag;gﬁi ) ‘:lfh i i&um:lst Loescher — were recag)-

en un B ol B ured n . M.
rg r}l&c}d?: e;lcﬁed up the package,|} ' onl; tw?ﬁf;‘f: t;gu;f;eézml;][', Alves
on | stuffed it in his lunch basket, and As Mr. Wingrin outlined the |
| it s :lked away. The package, 6t | |government's case, it appeared |

Was presumed, contained sum;l‘iels 4 8 [that the chief witness for the

was|which the Germans used in their : J| prosecution would be Ernest|’
ib- | escape. Rivera, another employee 0. uie
our- -—7—"‘_‘1' me Tax|l’ farm where German prisoners
khicn|Kansas City Plans Inco ~m - the A’I‘rlrildad camp and |{
otive fasde prose = ~~Americans from the
ne B ~ter| at Amache,
= a help with | |




o o

e e T T
r?‘.h N- ‘Z. Pﬂsr ’ e- 7~ "‘5‘13'
. On Trial for Treason

. Associated Préss 'Pha J
rial In U. 8. District!

THREE Japanese-Amerlcan sisters went on t
Court in Denvet today charged with treason in connection with thé

escape of two German prisoners of war. The two men, recaptured
two days later, were to be the chief government witnesses. Snap-
ghots showing the women in the arms of the Germans are an Im-
portant part of the casé. The women are (L. tor.) 'l‘sur.uko‘.w;ll ce,
Billle Tanigoshl, (turning -her head) and Florence Otmak |+ 3

I
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JURY SELECTED IN TREASON
TRIAL OF JAPANESE WOMEN

[}EA-I-H CUULD _[‘lll ee Slste] S of J.|p.meqe pment.\ge went. to tnal Monday morning in the

U. 8. district court in Denver on g charge of treason. The

chmges grew out of their alleged association with escaped German prisoners of war. The

BE PENAI-TY three women, all American-born, are shown here. One posed for her photogmph the other
! y two were snapped as they were ptoreedmg to the court. :

SISTERS TOLD ~— 7za8

Parade of Withesses Is
Begun in Denver
Case.

America’s third treason trial
of World war II, moving with
ymlooked-for speed, with armed
men of the United States army

patrolling hallways and witness
rooms, got under way in Unifed
Hlates Distriet Judge Symes' eourt
here Monday.

Al noon a jury of twelve typical
American cilizens, many fathers, or
other relatives of men in the fight-
ing forces, had beren selecled Iu‘
pass upon the fale of the three
Japunese-Amervicny women on trial

three sisters who are aceused of
having given “aid and comfort to
the enemy™ in assisting two German
prisoners of war to escape from an
internment eamp near Trinidad so
that the men might return to the
reich and there fight again.

The women on trial, all married,
two the mother of children—Mrs
Tsuruko (Tools) Wallace, 35;: Mis. ; — ! e ;
Billie Tanigoshi, 32, and Mrs. Flor- , MRS, BILLIE TANIGOSHI, MRS, ’I QURUKO WALLAC MR'? I'LORI".N(..]*‘ OTAN
enee (IFlo) Shivze Otani, 33 —sat al- [ — : ; - ottt B ———
most motionless, completely without

word or expression, as the court, in

ealm and measured words, explained
that the erime with which they were
charged might be punishable by
denth.

TWO NAZI SOLDIERS

WAIT TO TESTIFY,

Outsida the high-ceilinged eourt-
toom, with its greal gold American
cagle louking down from alop the
| Blaek  wvelvel-draped alcove under
which the trial judge sils, the two
Nazis, once members of Rommel's
| Alvika Korps, each dressed in his
nemy uniform, one beribboned with
decorations won in north Africa,
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TWO NAZI SOLDIERS
WAIT TO TESTIFY.

Outsidg the high-ceilinged court-
room, with its great gold American
eagle looking down from atop the
blaclk velvet-draped alcove under
which the trial judge sits, the two
Nazis, once members of Rommel's
Afrika Korps, each dressed in his
army uniform, one beribboned with
decorations won in north Africa,
awalted their turn to take the wil-
ness stand, slar witnesses for the
government.

They, according to the opening
statement of + Assistant United
States District Attorney Ivor O,
Wingren, were men who “kissed”
and, having kissed, were now about
to tell, even tho the telling might
mean that the women to whom they
made love go to the gallows,

The German prisoners, who sat
;brinfly in the eourtroom Monday,
before all witnesses in the case
twere excluded by order of Judge
Symes, were anylhing but the ro-
Lmanlic figures a series of snap-
Jshols, showing one of them in lov-
{}ug embrace wilh the defendants

(Turn to Page 5—Col. 1) {

e e o =




COURT TELLS SISTERS CRIME
COULD BRING DEATH PENALTY

Nazi War Prisoners Whom Three Are Accused of
Helping Escape Awaiting Chance to
Testify in Denver Case.

(Continued From Page One.)

shortly before their escapes from
prison eamp, indicated them to be.

The two, Corp. Heinrich Haider,
31, a mule tender with the Afrika
Korps, whose outlit was blasted to
ribhons by New Zealanders in Tunis,
and Corp. Herman August Lioescher,
21, a machine gunner, who dreamed
of hecoming an officer in the Ger-
man army, but never attained his
ambition because of caplure, are
the dbhoolmaster type. Each is be-
spectacled and short—surprisingly
short—of stature.

Fach wore his uniform —or what
was left of it. Halder, the main
plotter in the escape, according to
Wingren's opening statement, had
worn thin his German army trou-
cere and so he wore a baggy pair of
tweeds, furnished by the army, He

' had on his tight-fitting army coat,
minus any decorvation—for he was
but a mule tender, L.oescher, who,
according to Lhe government's case,
did not know the trio of Japanese-
Americans who allegedly aided him
until he met them at the very hour
of his attempted eseape, sat in be-
ribhoned and somewhat more im-
posing dress,

JURORS TYPICALLY
AMERICAN,

The twelve men who, at the close
of the trial, must pass upon the
stories fold by these Nazis aid
upon the supporting evidence gath-
ered by the army and the FBI -
are typically American—men o
the city and small town and farm,
They are:

George O. Schmidt, A Denver jew-
eler, living at 1898 Yarrow street,
Lakewood; Eckard B, Radic of 1545
Pearl strect, salesman for a whole-
sale grocery house; George John
Roth of 1318 Faat Pike's Peak ave-

or. But there was another prisoner,
one Backus, who talked to the wom-
en—Toots and her sisters, Flo and
Billie, It was Haider who pro-
posed she and her sisters aid him,
At first she said lo him that he,
was lucky to be alive.

was dangerous.
agreed, The evidence will
show that there was note-passing
hetween the German prisoners and
the women, 1t will be the evidence
that Toois and Billie secured road

Bul eventually she

maps from [illing stations in Trini- |
dad, that they gave a flashlight, |

clothing -two pairs of trousers, two

pea jackets, two blue hats—to these ||

men. And they gave them money.”
Wingren detailed that Toots wenl
{o the farmer and asked for a $30
advance on her wages,
PICTURES TAKEN
Or “LOVING EMBRACES.”
During this time the sister Flo,
who had a camera, altho Japanese-
American internees are mnot sup-
posed to have cameras, took a'!
series of piclures of her sisters, !
Rillie and Tools, in what Wingren '
termed “loving embrace’ with Hai-,
der and the soldier Backus. These |
pictures, later found on Haider
when he was arvesied, were printed
in THE DENVER POST and start-
ed the invesligation which resulted
in {he irial which opened Monday.
Wingren related that the sisters
hid the articles to he used in the
German's escape beneath some lunch
in a elump of bushes on the farm.
Fle said one witness, Ernest Rivera,
who was working in the onion field

at that time, will testify that he|

heard Toots tell the German where
he could find these things—-and
make the plan to meet him and his
friend, T.oescher, that night.

She said |
the war would be over soon and for !
him not to attempt escape—that it

then |




nue, Colorado Springs, a eanay
galesman; Arnold Franklin Rich of
1186 South Williams street, sales-
man. Denver; Chester C. Robb of
2627 Java court, Denver, salesman;
Wesley R. Curtis of 266 South Wil-
liams street, Denver, assistant man-
ager of the A. A. A; Gilbert H.
Denton Jr. of 155 Lafayetfe street,
treasurer of the Vulean Iron works;
John Patrick Maguire of 568 Marion
slyeet; William Homer Sharpton of
55 El Paso houlevard, Manitou:
Colo., an insurance man: Adolph R..
Miller of 1518 Fourteenth street)
Ciree'oy, cashier of the First Na-
tional bank; Floyd A, Doly of 511}
Fast Platle avenue, Colorado
"F‘zp'-inps, business school manager, |
and Harold Edward Mahoney of
1704 Grant street, Denver, an
anditor. -
 THIRTEENTH JUROR
BRINGS PROTEST.
,  The thirtecnth juror—and theve
- was a bhrisk flareup when ' Chief
Defense Counsel Kenneth W. Rob-
ineon pleaded that he be dismissed
{from service for cause--is Henry T.
Gassert of Holyoke, Colo. In Hol-
., voke he is ohief of police in addition
to being manager of the light com-
pany. He ig well known in Ameri-
can Legion eircles and past eom-
mander of his post.

Of these men, seven have rela-
fives in the aimed services. Many
who were excused have sons now
in =ervice. One, H. R. Legingham
of 4518 Tltiea stieet, has a son who
was at Peorl Harbor on the day of
the Japanese sneak attack. Anothe
dismiszed, William Tracy Hover,
Denver furniture man, hag {wo
sons in service, one in KEngland, the
other in Auslralia, where he “met
the Japs."”

As courl recessed at 12:30 o'elock,

to resume at 2 p. m., one witness
,had testilied. He was Hugh M.
s Byrd, the (Gi-man who took into eus-
ttody the trio of Japanese-American
twomen, who were infernees in the
'camp at Amache, Colo., near Lamar.
“He told simply of taking the wom-
en fo the sheriff's office and then
locking them in jail,

HEAD OF PRISON
,CAMP TO TESTIFY,

* The others who will testify and
who were present as {he trial
opened form an imposing list. They
include Col. William Hannon, head
(of the prisoner of war eamp at the
‘Mime the Nazis escaned,

SAYS GERMANS MET
WOMEN ON ROAD,

On the night of the escape,
Wingren said, the Germans got out
of the prison eamp thru a hole in
the fence and met the three women
on the road six miles from Trinidad.
This was hy prearrangement,
Wingren stated. The men got into
the ecar and, with Toois at the
wheel, started southward over
Raton pass, thru Springer, N. M,
and fo Wagon Mound. At thiz point
Lhe sislers decided they did not
have sufficient gasoline fo cairy

the Germans fapther, and returned |

home,

What occurred at the parting

Wingren did not detail.

“It was 1:30 a. m., and- they
tallked some,” he said. “Tools slipped
a little package In Haider's jacket
pocket, It had thé pictures in it-—
and the money in $1 bills. Then the
sisters started back, but their car

p V\"ingl"nm “who is ;;ﬁsi.qllng Uniié(]T1
¥Stales District Attorney Morrissey
.

broke down at Springer. The men
went on and were captured later
by the highway patrol”

'NAZIS AGREE TO

That is the story the government|
witnesses will tell.

Thru it the two Nazis, who have
agreed to take the American oath—
Haider is a Catholic and Loescher
a Luitheran, and bolh have stated
they subseribe lo the Amervican oath
and do not hold to the Nazi doe-
tvine which denies the oath- are

TAKE AMERICAN OATH,

expected to prove the main wit-|

neszes. The government announced

it has much supporting testimony, [

including whal it claims are ihe
fingerprints of Toots and RBillie on
the 1road maps faken from the pris-
oners after theiv arrest.

Robhinson, one of the eily's out-
standing criminal  lawyers, ap-
pointed by the comrl, reserved his
opening statement uniil the state
finishes its case. Tt was expecled
the trial, which moved from the
opening to the first witness in {wn
hours, would not take over four
dayse.

The penalty, the court told the
jurors, each of whom said “he had
np prejudices toward Japanese'’—
(Judge Symes used the term Japa-
nese-American but once)- and could
give a fair verdict, might be death,
It also can be a fine, or imprison-
ment of five years to life.

in presentation of the government’s |,
case, gave the jurors the outline of
what the evidence is expected to be.
Y The two Germans were captured
in Africa, he said. The three wom
‘en and members of their families,
Jincluding Toots Wallace's hushand,
{William, their  father Azuita
1 (George) Shitara; a sister, Mary,
tand a hbrother, George, wele sent
Ifrom the Amache center where they
'had heen received from Inglewood,
, Calif,, {o an onion farm, twenty
"miles from Trinidad, operated hy
.Lloyd T. Winger. The Shitaras
iworked in the onions on a shave-
tcropper hasis. To this farm came
tthirty German prisoners from the
"Trinidad camp., Neither Haider nor |
;Loescher was among the original |
ygroup. For some days the Germans
fworked with the Japanese-Ameri-
fepns in the onions. One day, in Oc-
ttober, 1943, Haider schemed with a
fellow prisoner, who had been work—i
ting on the farm, to take his place.
_He had no right to do this, but a,
.1oll call he anwered to snolher'i
.name and went to the farm.
'dJUMPS OVER DETAILS |
OF NAZI'S “CHARMS.” H
" There he soon became acquainied
.with Toots Wallace.
¢ Wingren jumped, rather than!
skipped, over just what charm he:
indicated this stubby, thinnish, he-
#pectacled German exercised over
Toots, as Mrs. Wallace was called
‘thruout the proceedings, Wingren
simply said, “He spoke to her anr |
other things,” and then added, “and
he receive back—other things that
gave him {o believe that he might
approach this woman, Toots, upon
the matter of escape.”
Raid Wingren:
“Approach her he did—and as he
did the other German, who will tes-
tify here, wag in the prison camp at
Wrinidad. That is the man Loesch- l
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bl replled :

Mr. R;binson then read a hst

A. H. Hathaway Manuel Mares

- names, and aske® whether Colonel

Hannan didn't recall that these

were missing.

- The lieutenant colonel did re-

call that these were missing.
“And didn’t three German offi-

cers escape shortly afterward?”

Mr. Robinson pursued.

" Found 165-Foot Tunnel

" The lieutenant colonel ‘said this

© was true.

“And wasn’t a big tunnel found

", leading intg the officers’  quar-
ters?”
“Yes." 3
“How big was this tunnel?

Wasn't it wired?”

“It was 165 feet long and five
by three feet in size,”” Colonel Han-
nan replied. “It went from the of-
ficers’ quarters under the fence.”
There was an electric wire in it.”

“What about the dirt removed
in digging this tunnel? That's a
lot of dirt.”

Colonél Hannan said they never
had found what had happened to
the dirt. He said he had trans-
ferred to another camp after a,
few months.

FBI Agents Testify.

o, Two FBI agents — Richard H.
.ro'T"u\,%ngblo and Joseph F.
nver—were then in-

i to get some Cnnocn map«. sayin g

| the courtroom as those taken fro

she was-going to visit her "tolks-.

| Mt. Robinson objected ta the in-
troduction of the.maps as evidencé
‘on the basis that no single witness

—neither Utz nor Hathaway-—had
identified these particular maps

the prisoners, Judge Symes up-
held this contention, but' ruled,
that testimony as to fingerprints]
on the maps couid be submitted]
|since Gartside had testified thati
Toots  had taken maps !rom lus.
station. .‘

Fingerprints Identified

. :1

John R. Robyak, an FBI finger-
print expert from Washington,
then took the stand to testify he
had found latent fingerprints on |
these maps which in his opinion |:
were the same as the fingerprints |\
of Toots and Billie, taken volun- |\
tarily by other.agents.

Mr. Robinson attempted to show
that actually there was a differ-
ence in the comparative finger-
prints, but Mr, Robyak insisted the
difference vame only because the
FBI prints had not been inked
properly.

“Doesn’t the FBI always ink
properly?” Mr. Robinson asked.

“Not always,” said Mr. Robyak.
Youth Recant. Part of Stc-y

The final witness of the day
—Ernest Rivera, a Spanish-Ameri-
can youth; now in the navy—said

T

Joe Gartsidé

G. C. Hart



troduced to testify to interviews
they had had with the three
,women, to the fact,that they took
the fingerprints of Toots and
Billie, and to the maps that had
been examined for fingerprints.
- A filling station owner in Trini-
dad, Joe Gartside, said Toots ha_d
come into his station on approxi-
mately the Sunday pefore the 16th

he had ‘woi'ked on tm

ranch at the time the Japanese-
American women and the Germany
prisfoners were mingling. He over-
heard Toots saying “I've got sorhe-
thihg for you” to Haider, but from
here on he repudiated a written
statement signed by him to the
fact that Toots and Haider had sat
down togéther and he had passed |
notes between them. i

«Why did you sign this state~!
ment then?” he was asked. ¢

«The FBI agent told me to go
ahead and sign it—there’s nothing
to it anyway,” Rivera replied. |

The government will close its!
case with the presentation of one.
more witness today. Then Mr.
Robinson said he will argue for a.
directed verdict of not guilty. 1t
this is denied, he said he is not
yet certain whether he will call
the three sisters to the stand. He:
has only three or four other wit-
nesses, he said, so the case con-.
ceivably could go to the jury late,

< {t!'u's afternoon, certainly tomorrow.)

Mrs. Billie Shitara Tanigoshi
is shown with another German |
prisoner of war, named Backus,
allezedly taken at the Winger |
rancli by the third sister de- |
fendant, “Flo.” . =~ |
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GERMAN SAYS JAP GIRLS
WANTED TO HELP ALLIES

one who says he now would like to fight "Hit-

WEIRD ESBAPE TWO NaZl Supel men, ler’s gang” and both star witnesses in the
treason trial here of three American-born J apanese sisters, are pictured in nonchalant poses
STHRY 'I'[]I-D AT with their U. 8. army guards, The man with hands on hips is Nazi Corp. Heinrich Haider, and

‘ , standing at Haider’s right is Corp. Herman August Loescher, Halder testified how the three
sisters allegedly helped them flee the German prisoner-of-war camp at Trinidad last October.,
TRE ASUN TRI AI. Haider says he wanted to escape to join a “foreign legion” to fight against Hitler, Loescher
i said three women helped them escape but didn't identify the sisters. The U, 8. guards are Pfc.

Bernard J, Gryska, Lieut, Dorwin M. Barr and Corp. Peter Czaplicki—A. P. photo,

Jisters Aided Flight Be-
cause He Was Anti-
Nazi, One Claims.

No stranger tale than this has
ever heen written, It is the story
that eame, Monday afternoon
and thru Tuesday morning,

from the lips of two corporals
in Frwin Rommel's once-famed Af-
rika Korps, who were the govern-
ment's star wiitnesses In United'
States Distriet Judge Symes' court
here, as the third treason trial in'
the history of World war 1I pro-
| gressed into its second day.
The two were Corp. Heinrlch
Haider, 31, Austrian-born, a mule
tepder in the army of the reich, cap-
tured at Cap Bon in north Africa
by the British, and Corp. Herman
August TLoescher, 31, a one-time
Brandenburg (Germany) banlk
jelerk, tank radio operator, thrice
rwounded in Egypt and Tunis, and
capfured by the Brilish at Carthage,
FPROFESSES TO BE
BITTER ANTI-NAZI,
One--Haider—professed to be hit-
ter anti-Nazi, a member of the Aus-
trian underground, beaten, abused
and kicked in a German eoncentra-
tion camp, from which he was mys- - i 3 S8
teriously, and wunexplainably, re-
leased, to be drafted }1:110 fhesarm,v. Sk FRT y (B Edenk "Bare, gLk Curp: _liufscher ' 1Corp. Halder - Corp. Cu,pllold ‘
The other — Loescher — the bank Wi e
clerk and one-time secretary com-
panion of “an educated man,” made
no protestations of Nazi hatrved, but
thru Tuesday morning on the wit- |
ness stand, professed only that'




WEIRD ESCAPE
STORYTOLDAT
 TREASONTRIAL

Sisters Aided Flight Be-
cause He Was Anti-
Nazi, One Claims,

No stranger tale than this has
ever been written, It is the story
that came, Monday afternoon
and thru Tuesgday morning,
from the lips of two corporals
in Erwin Rommel's once-famed Af-
rika Korps, who were the govern-'
ment's star witnesses in United
Statea District Judge Symes' court,
here, as the third treason trial in'
the history of World war 1L pro-
gressed into its second day.

The two were Corp. Heinrlch
Haider, 31, Austrian-born, a mule
tender in the army of the reich, cap-
tured at Cap Bon in north Africa
by the British, and Corp. Herman
August Loescher, 31, a one-time
Brandenburg  (Germany) bank
ielerk, tank radio operator, thrice
wounded in Egypt and Tunis, and
caplured by the British at Carthage.
PROFESSES TO BE
BITTER ANTI-NAZI,

One—Haider—professed to be bit-
ter anti-Nazi, a member of the Aus-
trian underground, beaten, abused
and kicked in a German concentra-
tion eamp, from which he was mys-
teriously, and wunexplainably, re-
leased, to be drafted into the army:

The other — Loescher — the bank
clerk and one-time secretary com-
panion of “an educated man,” made
no protestations of Nazl hatred, but
thru Tuesday morning on the wit-|
ness stand, professed only that'
“love for freedom for which he
cried” led him to his attempted
escape. ‘

“1,” said Halder, "always hated
the Nazi.”

“1,” said Loescher, “was no longer
a soldier. You take his arms and
his company away and a man is no
longer a soldier, but one who cries
for freedom.”

Both, unabashed, pointed their,
fingers at the three women defend-|
anis as having aided them in their,
attempt to gain these freedoms—as

(Turn to Page 3—Col. 1.) i

. . one who says he now would like to fig
Two Nazi Supermen, i, v w s s wine
treason trial here of three American-born Japanese sisters, are pictured in nonchala:
with their U. 8. army guards. The man with hands on hips is Nazi Corp. Heinrich Hai
standing at Haider's right is Corp. Herman August Loescher. Haider testified how t
sisters allegedly helped them flee the German prisoner-of-war camp at Trinidad last |
Haider says he wanted to escape to join a “foreign legion” to fight against Hitler, ]
said three women helped them escape but didn't identify the sisters, The U, 8. guards
Bernard J. Gryska, Lieut, Dorwin M. Barr and Corp, Peter Czaplicki—A. P, photo,

Pvt. Gryska - Lleut. Barr, Corp. Loescher

¢ Corp. Halder Corp.
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GERMAN SAYS JAPS AIDED

WAR PRISONERS POINT ACCUSING
FINGER AT GIRLS INDENVER TRIAL

Austrian-Born Self-Styled Hitler Foe Tells Treason
Jury Sisters Gave Help So He Could
Fight for Allied Cause.

(Continued From Page One.)
naving given them every possible
aid, money, civilian clothing, food,
nse of their automobile, a flash-
light, maps and wishes for their
success and safety.

The packed cfy ‘troom gasped as
the Germans told Sheir tales.

Ta many came the thought:

“Is there, in the enfire American
armed forces of some 11 million
men, anyone, no matter what his
status in ecivilian life, who, under
reversed circumstances in Germany,
would have taken the stand to point
the finger of accusation, which
might well mean death, against
anynne who had befriended him?”

Each who asked that question
answered with an emphatiec “NO.”

ONLY HAIDER TRIED
TO SOFTEN WORDS.

But the Germans— Haider at-
tempted to soften his words;
L.oescher withholding but little and
that only of personal relations
which may, or may not, have hap-
pened between them and the aec-
cused—took the stand to tell how
Lthey escaped from the prisoner of
war camp at Trinidad, Colo,, last
Oct, 16, with the aid of the three
Japanese-American sisters, all mar-
ried, two the mothers of small chil-
dren, members of the relocation
colony at Amache, near Lamar,
Colo,

The sisters are Mrs. Tsuruko
(Toots) Wallace, 35; Mrs. Shitara
(Billie) Tanigoshi, 32, and Murs,
Shivze (Flo) Otani, 33.

TICTURES SIHHOW
TIHEM IN EMBRACE,

There are pictures of two of this
trio—pictures taken by the third—
showing them in embrace with the
men of Rommel's Korps, where
they worked, side by side, in the
onion field of Lloyd Winger on his
600-acre farm nineteen miles north
of Trinidad.

But if you are to believe the
sfories told by the two bespectacled,
thin-nosed, shortish Germans, who
sat upon the stand in the remnants
of their uniforms, one with his rib-
hons pinned upon his chest, it was
not love of these men that moti-
vated the women in the commission
of what the government holds to be
treason, punishable by death, but
love of country—and that country
America.

he stated, “he gave and would keep
without reservation of any kind:"

“The first day I worked on the
farm I observed the Japanese wom-
en. I talked to Toots. I asked
her how big was Colorado, and how
far the New Mexico border.”

His English was good—m bit
broken, but precise. The court re-
porter had difficulty, at times, in
catching his words, but the jurors
told the court they understood
every syllable,

TOLD TOOTS HE
WANTED TO ESCAPE,

“I said no more, for I feared to
arouse suspiclon of the guards,” the
witness went on., “The next day
Toots asked why T had inquired, as
I did and I told her I wanted to
escape.

“I told her a story out of my life.
I was born in Linz, Austria. She
asked me if it was true Germany
had violated my native country, I
told her it was true. I told her how
I, with ninety-five men and twelve
women of my native Linz had
signed a paper calling upon our
countrymen to arise against Hitler,
The Gestapo arrested me and placed
me in a concentration camp. That
was on Nov, 17, 1928, I was in that
camp, under SS guard for two
years, until Nov. 17, 1940, They beat
me and mistreated me.”

FBI 1S MORE BRUTAL
TIHAN GESTAPO, HE SAYS.

The question was interposed:

“What is the Gestapo?"

“It is like your FBI, only not so
brutal—there are degrees of bru-
tality,” said the witness.

Continuing his story, Haider said:

"I do not know why I was released
but I was and in December, 1940, I
was forced into the German army.
I served until my capture at Cap
Bon, in north Africa, in May, 1943,
and found my way to the prisoner-
of-war camp at Trinidad,

“I told Toots I wanted to escape
because life there in the camp was
unbearahle. It was known by some
of the guys . . ."

“The what?" asked the astonished
court reporters.

“He said the guys,”
rissey.

FEARED HE WOULD
BE HANGED 1IN CAMP.

“It was known there that I had

been in a concentration camp in

said Mor-

He Saw Nazis
Talk to Japs

re 2 A
LLOYD T. WINGER,
Owner of the ranch where the
two escaped German prisoners of
war met the three Japanese sis-
ters who allegedly helped them
escape from the Japanese intern-
ment eamp. “I saw Haider talk
to Toots, Billle and Flo,” Winger
sald.

drew money in advance from Farm-
er Winger and with part of it
bought civilian clothing for Haider
and for his “kamerad,” Loescher,
a man they had never seen, for he,
unlike Halder, was confined in
camp and did not work on the farm,

“But I told them my Kamerad
Loescher was, like me, a hater of
Nazis, who wanted to join the Aus-
trian Legion,” Haider said.

BACKUS ALSO SAID
TO HATE NAZIS.

Backus, the mysterious one who
posed for the love pictures with
Billie and Toots, but did not enter
the drama again, was also a "hater
of the Nazis,"” Haider said. Backus,
unlike his friends, did not try to
escape. He wag content to work in
the onions, begide Flo and Billie
and Toots.

They wrote notes—Toots and Hal-
der. A fellow prisoner carried them:.
In them, Haider said, Toots outlined
the plan—how she, with her sisters,
would be on the “high road" six
miles out of Trinidad on the night
of Oct. 16—at 8 o'clock.

“We dug a foxhole near the com-
pound fence and covered it with
some lumber and dirt,” Haider said.
“At 3 o'clock on Oct, 16 we—Loe-
scher and me—crawled in and our
kamarads covered us over. We
stayed there until it was 8 o'clock,
when we crawled thru a hole in the

witness. He told of his German
birth, his employment in the “giro”
section—checks and exchange—of
the Brandenburg bank, and of his
love for travel, which led him to
become a secretary-companion tn
“a man of education.” He enlisted
in the army and was in Crete
whence he was flown to Egypt.
There he was wounded—buried be-
neath a bombed house in which he
had hidden. Rescued by his own
army, he was carried Into Tunis,
te recover and fight again. Again
he waus wounded—slightly once in
one arm, seriously later when shell
fragments plerced his lungs. He
was in a hospital when the British
overran Carthage and he was taken
prisoner.

It was at Oran, port of embarka-
tion for an American prisoner of
war camp, that he met Haider. He
was “attracted” to the mule tender,
he said, because he, too, was ‘‘a man
who had traveled.”

LOESCHER WAS ON
“EXCHANGE LIST.”

At Trinidad, he said, his name
had been placed on the exchange
list. He wad to be traded for an
American soldier in a German
prison. But when opportunity of-
fered—thru Haider—to escape, he
accepted this change rather than
await the exchange.

He told how he first met the three
Japanese-American women on the
road after he and Halder had got
out of camp. He had not seen them
before, but Halder had brought
back a plcture of Toots from the
farm. On the road to New Mexico
he sat in the back seat between two
of the women. It was dark, he said,
and he refused to identify either.
One, he said, pleaded with him not
to be “too daring.” This one urged
him to use caution and not to gel
shot.

Wingren tried to learn aH that
happened on that trip—to bring
from the witness an account of all
that was said and done. He falled.
“WE JUST TALKED,”

IS ALL HE WILL SAY.

“We talked,” said the witness, and
he would say no more,

He told of a formal bidding of
goodbys and then of his capture.

But while he withheld whatever
may have occurred between the
men and women on the automoblile
journey from Trintdad to New Mex-
ico, he said the women had “aided”
with their gifts of money, thé use
of their automobile and with maps,
and eclvillan clothing., That is all
the government wanted him to say.

After Loescher, the witnesses
were simply those who would fill in
gaps in the story. There was the
onlon farmer, recalled to tell how
Toots had obtained a $30 advance
from him—the money she allegedly
used to buy the civilian clothing
and give to the Germans. He ex-
hibited his check, Indorsed by Toots.

Manuel Mares, a Springer, N. M,




THEM IN EMBRACE.

There are pictures of two of this
trio—pictures taken by the third—
showing them in embrace with the
men of Rommel's Kbrps, where
they worked, side by side, in the
onion field of Lloyd Winger on his
fi00-acre farm nineteen miles north
of Trinidad.

But if you are to believe the
«fories told by the two bespectacled,
thin-nosed, shortish Germans, who
=at upon the stand in the remnants
of their uniforms, one with his rib-
hons pinned upon his chest, it was
not love of these men that moti-
vated the women in the commission
of what the government holds to be
treason, punishable by death, but
love of country—and that country
America.

The drama wasn't
that way.

Assistant United States District
Attorney Ivor O. Wingren, in his
opening statement to the jury of av-
erage Americans, gathered from big
city and small town, charged that
the women aided in the escape of
the prisoners so that they, the men,
might return to Germany to fight
again.

SAYS HE WANTED
TO FIGHT HMITLER.

“1 object to that,” said Heinrich
Haider and none asked him to say
it. "I did not escape to return to
Germany to fight. I escaped so that
1 could go back-—yes, back to Ger-
many—but to fight the Hitler gang.”

To many in the crowded court-
room it sounded as the Heinrich
Haider, in the prison camp at Camp
Campbell, Ky., had been seeing his
share of movies.

There was, in fact. much that
was movie-like about the entire
proceedings. Thruout the hearing
one never hears the names—Shivze
Otani, Shitara Tanigoshi or Tsu-
ruko Wallace,

Tt's always “Billie” and “Flo"” and
“Toots"'—espeeinlly “Toots.” You
hear it from the lips of witnesses.
You hear it from Attorney Ken-
neth W. Robinson, appointed by
the court to defend those women
charged with the most serious of
all erimes against the nation. You
hear it as graying, alert United
Slates District Attorney Morrissey
speaks their names. Tt is the only
designation by which his assistant,
quiet, searching Ivor O. Wingren,
refers to the three on trial.

EVEN JUDGE CALLS
THEM BY NICKNAME.

Hven Judge Symes, in the dignity
of his black-draped alcove, beneath
that mighty gold American eagle,
and under the eyes of the portrait
of the great Chief Justice John
Marshall, refers to “these ladies,”
as he ecalls them, as “Flo” and
“Billie” and “Toots"—especially
“Toots.”

For it was to “Toots,” according
to the testimony, that Heinrich
Hnider, working in the onions,
poured out what he called “the
story out of my life.”

He told it, he sald, in five days,
there In the onion fields, in Octo-
ber, 1943. About him, as he whis-
pered, he said, were the armed mili-
tary police escort guards, under
whose eyes, somehow, he, and a
Kamerade” he named as Backus,
found time to do their love-making
and be photographed.

This is the tale Heinrich Haider

“advertised”

told under oath—an oath he said he:

respected as “a Catholic,” and which,

¢ i SHLIO 2 W S8,

Continuing his story, Halder said:

“I do not know why I was released
but I was and in December, 1940, 1
was forced into the German army.
I served until my capture at Cap
Bon, in north Africa, in May, 1943,
and found my way to the prisoner-
of-war camp at Trinidad,

“I told Toots I wanted to escape
because life there in the camp was
unbearable. It was known by some
of the guys . . .”

“The what?" asked the astonished
court reporters.

“He said the guys,” said Mor-
rissey.

FEARED HE WOULD
BE HANGED IN CAMP.

“It was known there that I had
been in a concentration camp in
Bavaria and there was the top ser-
geant who was a high power in the
Nazi. I feared greatly. I feared I
would be beaten and hanged there
in the camp. Others have been so
treated who were anti-Nazi.

“Toots tried to discourage me.
She said it would be foolish to try
to escape. She said I was lucky to
be alive, that I would be captured
and maybe shot. I told her that I
wanted to go back to Germany to
join the Austrian legion or the
Czechoslovakian legion, and fight
the Hitler power, for if Germany
won the war I would be shot. I told
her T wanted to go to Chile, where
I had anti-Nazi comrades.

“I had asked an American officer
in the prisoner-of-war camp how I
could be safe from the Nazis and
he told me that all he could do
would be to put me in the guard
house and keep me there. I did not
want that.

“I told this to Toots and asked
her to help me. I later told it to
Billie. They consented to help me
to escape to join the Legions—the
Austrian Legion, composed of those
who loved Austria and wanted to
restore our native land from the
Hitler gang, or the Czechoslovakian
Legion.”

As Haider spoke, the faces of the
three women brightened. Thru the
long morning session not one had
so much as moved a lip, scarcely
blinked an eye. They sat there ex-
pressionless except for an occa-
sional frown from the stocky Flo,
beneath her picture hat, who sat
crossing and recrossing legs.

Few have mentioned the name of
Flo. She was there, it appears from
the .testimony, taking pictures of
the slightly slimmer Toots, and the
slender Billie—pictures of embraces
and kisses. She rode in the car in
which the Germans fled—the sis-
ters’ car. She worked, like the
others, in the onions. But if she
ever spoke none tell of it at the
trial.

But not so with Billie—and not so
with Toots.

1t was Billle and Toots that lent
the sympathetic ear—lent it as they
sorted the onions, and as the Ger-
man prisoners, who were given a
case of beer a day by Farmer Win-
ger, their employer, sat and ate
their lunches.

WHEREABOUTS OF
GUARDS NOT CLEAR.

None ever testified as to where
the guards, with thelr rifles, might
have been at these times,

Rohinson asked once, “Could they
be sitting in the shade of the trees?”

| but he got no answer,

‘After Haider had told “the story
of his life,” the sisters, Billie and
Toots, he said, went to work. They

got road maps from filling stations

—maps upon which, the prosecution

of the Nazis,” Haider said. Backus,
unlike his friends, did not try to
escape. He was content to work in
the onions, beside Flo and Billie
and Toots.

They wrote notes—Toots and Hal-
der. A fellow prisoner carried then.
In them, Haider said, Toots outlined
the plan—how she, with her sisters,
would be on the “high road” six
miles out of Trinidad on the night
of Oct. 16—at 8 o'clock.

“We dug a foxhole near the com-
pound fence and covered It with
some lumber and dirt,” Halder said.
“At 3 o'clock on Oct. 16 we—Loe-
scher and me—crawled in and our
kamarads covered us over. We
stayed there until it was 8 o'clock,
when we crawled thru a hole in the
fence, leading from our foxhole. We
made our way along the side roads
to the high road.

WAITED FOR WOMEN
TO DRIVE UP.

“We concealed ourselves behind a
hotél signboard and then I saw the
car—they were to have the dim
lights on—come up the high road. I
stepped aut and took off my hat—
the hat Toots and Billie had given
me with the civilian clothes we
wore. A voice said ‘Henry. I knew
it was Billie.”

It was obvious the friendship had
progressed in the five short days
gsince the first meeting. Someone,
at the counsel table, whispered “It's
a wonder she didn't eall him Hank."

Haider said he and Loescher, who
was meeting the three women for
the first time, got in the car. They
rode south, thru Trinidad—sitting
as hig as life on the seats, Haider in
front with RBillie, and Loescher in
the back wilh Toots and Flo. They
passed thru Raton, then to Springer,
N. M., and on to Wagon Mound.

They talked, Haider said—mostly
about what terrible people the Nazis
are. The women had a flashlight
and they gave it to him. Two miles
beyond Wagon Mound the women
said they would have to stop—that
their gasoline supply did not permit
a longer journey if they were to re-
turn to the onion farm by morning.

“1{ was 1:30 in the morning,” said
Halder. “Billie came up to me and
slipped something in my pocket. It
was some dollar bills. She put in the
pictures, but I did not know it then,
or until after I was arrested when
the officers found the pictures. We
got out of the car and we shook
hands and I gave Toots my address
in Linz, my native town, and said I
hoped after the war I would see her.
Then RBillie and Toots drove away."

Flo did, too, it would appear, altho
none mentioned her, other than that
she sat in the back seat.

Haider then detailed how, thru
that night to dawn, he and his com-
panion walked on “the high road.”
They hid and slept by day. At night
they started out again, coming to “a
village.” There was a tavern there.

“Some Spanish girls were inside
and we talked with them,” said
Haider.

It appeared Flo and Billie—even
Toots—were forgotten,

Then the state highway police
came and the two were arrested.

Tuesday Loescher -was the main

But while he withheld whatever
may have occurred between the
men and women on the automobhile
journey from Trinidad to New Mex-
ico, he said the women had “aided”!
with their gifts of money, thé use
of their automobile and with maps
and civilian clothing, That is all
the government wanted him to say.

After Loescher, the wilnesses
were simply those who would fill in
gaps in the story. There was the
onion farmer, recalled to tell how
Toots had obtained a $30 advance
from him—the money she allegedly
used to buy the civilian clothing
and give to the Germans. He ex-
hibited hls check, Indorsed by Tools.

Manuel Mares, a Springer, N. M.,
tavern keeper, told that the women
came to him for aid when their au-
tomobile broke down on their way
home from driving the Nazi soldiers
to Wagon Mound. He got a me-
chanie for them and gave two of
them drinks of whisky because, he
said, they were cold, He charged
them nothing.

MECHANIC TELLS
OF FIXING CAR.

The mechanic, George Cicero
Hart, now a shipworker at Oakland,
Calif., told of fixing the automobile
and identified Toots as one of the
women., He charged them nothing,
he said.

Luther Reed, FBI agent, testified
to arresting thé two Germans in a
tavern where they had purchased
a single bottle of beer for which |
Loescher said they had been charged
90 cents, a figure which brought ex-
pressions of surprise from Rob-
inson, and a look, over his glasses,
from the court.

Further testimony along the same
line was to follow Tuesday after-
noon, with the government probably
closing its case before night. It
wag expected the women would take
the stand in their own defense,
probably Wednesday morning.

——




‘| Hate Nazis!” Says German Soldier at Trial H
Fled Camp to Join

* Mrs. Billie Shitara T

Mrs. Florence (Flo) Shivze Otani

—d

|

Fight Against Hitler’

“I object to the statement that I escaped from the Trini-
dad prison camp so* that I might go back and fight for Ger-
many. I escaped so that I might join the Austrian or Czecho-
slovakian Legion and fight against the Hitler gang. For I
know that if the Nazis should win, I would be hanged,

These words coming from a
3l-year-old red-headed Austrian
corporal on the witness stand in
District Judge J. Foster Symes’
Federal District Court yesterday
afternoon drew gasps of surprise
from scores of spectators and
changed the entire complexion of
the treasog trial that had opened
in the morning.

This bespectacled prisoner, cap- |

tured by the British Eighth Army
at Capane, North Africa, in the
spring of 1943, speaking in clear,
school-book English, admitted that
the three Japanese-American sis-
ters, being tried for the gravest
crime against our government, had
aided him to escape on Oct, 16,
1943.

But he had told them, he in-
sisted with nervous fervor, that
he had tried every other means to

‘tdalp_the fight against the Nazis

without avail — and now escape
was the only possible way.
Beaten by Gestapo

He had been a member of the
Austrian underground after the
rape of his country, he said, and
he had signed a document with
other men and women urging his
countrymen to rise up.

He had been thrown into a Nazi
eoncentration camp in Bavaria, as
a result of this, had been beaten
up by the Gestapo, he said, and
had been released after two years
and impressed into the Africa
Corps.

Even afier he had been captured
and shipped to the Trinided Pris-
a2u2r. of War Camp, he declared,
he had been pursued by the Nazs
in the form of the first sergeant
of his compound, who threatened
either fo beat him or te hang him.
Enter the Niseis

“l went to an American officer

inn Alanea nmd selend Y2 T iy

with. warmer countenances than
those that first had greeted the
red-headed corporal.
An Unexpected Twist

It had appeared at the start that
Corporal Haider merely was
squealing on three young ladies
who had assisted him and his com-
rade to make a getaway, and fur-
ther, had shown their interest to
the extent of posing with them for |
photographs in embraceable posi- |
tions.

But the unexpected twist taken |
by the corporal's story may in the|
long run work to their benefit in |
the deliberations of the jury of|
middle-aged Americans, none of |
whom has sons or daughters in the
service. \

At any rate, Mr. Robinson mow |
will build his defense on the theory |
that treason is not possible under |
the circumstances, in view of the.
fact that the three women merely |
were releasing prisoners to fight
against an enemy of the United
States.

Third Treason Trial :

The prosecution — headed by
U. S. District Attorney Thomas
Morrissey and his assistant, Ivor
O. Wingren—will insist, on the
contrary, that the two prisoners
actually were citizens of the Reich, |
sworn into the army of the Reich,
and therefore are enemies of our
country under every possible legal
definition.

The dramatic turn of events
taken yesterday made this one of

thive mvoe TAuaIuIuary Tascs c :
tried in American history, and it
has attracted national interest. It
is the third treason trial of World
War II, but because of the Japa-

nese - American aspect and be- i
cause of the anti-Nazi element, and !

E

Lt. Col. William S. Hannan

20_challenges and the proseeution
using only four of its six. Judge
Symes, following fede al proce-
qlure, examined the prospective
jurors himself, and thig process
took only a fraction of the time
that it does in the case of state
cases where prosecution and de-
fense lawyers alike wrangle for
hours over minute points.

Only one man of those called
said he was prejudiced against the
Japanese as such. This was Homer
K. Claypool, storage business, who
said: “I don’t like Japanese.” He
was promptly excused for cause.

No man who had a son in serv-
ice was retained on the jury, and
an effort was made to eliminate
those who have relatives in the
Pacific war, although some of
them have nephews in this battle
theater. The jury is: :

George O. Schmidt, Lakewood.

Eckard B. Radic, salesman, Den-
Ver. - -
George John Roth, Colorado
Springs.

TSMIN NIVLNNOW AMO0N—g

¥¥61 ‘8 3ny ‘Aepsen],

Arnold Franklin Rich, salesman .. —~

Chester C. Robb, Denver.

Wesley R. Curtis, assistant man=
ager, AAA, Denver.

Gilbert H. Denton Jr., vulcan=-
izer, Denver.
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Mrs. Billie Shitara Tanigoshi Mrs. Florence (Flo) Shivze Otani Even aer he had been cdptured de?i?ltil';{orllmder e ) vegeorge Jﬁhn Roth, |

5 oih, Colorade

and shipped to the Trinided Pris- The dramatic turn of events| Sprines.

— °8eL of War Camp, he declared. | taken t i .
he had-been pursued by the Nazts | myesﬂer:dr aa“"’l um“alad!ey thcalsseosneeveolf o Eranklin Kich :

in the form of the first sergeant |tried in American history, and it| Chester C. Robb, Denver. :
of his compound, who threatened |has attracted national interest. It| Wesley R. Curtis, assistant man-
;| either to beat him or to hang him. |iS the third treason trial of World | 2&€r. AAA, Denver. :
Enter the Niseis War Ik but because of the Japa- : eG":')e" . Denton Jr., vulcan-
o ican officer | N€%¢ -~ American aspect and be- | iZer. Denver.

o gh:frzr;t at::dan };Aeg:e_;uian Oif;csr cause of the anti-Nagi element, and .l'u_hr! Patrick Maguire, Denver., -
SEOARtEd S ik e i der | the legal problem this inspires, jt| William Sharpton, Manitou,
i R orrln teld az15,th alﬁ;er is certainly the most unusual. Adolph R. Miller, Greeley.

s thi: o Idmbe bat h‘i You could sense the drama that| Flovd A. Doty, Colorado Springs.
abo{nt waJ; : tccm ! t?) rougd was to unfold at 10 a. m. when Harold Edward Maloney, Den-
house. I didn't want to go (o the |JU02° Symes—an artillery officer | VeT: ,
guardhouse.” ' £ 10 1€ of distinguished record in the lag;| Alternate, Hemry T. Gassert,

. war —took his seat before the | chief of police, Holyoke.

Finally his chance came, he said, .
when he met the three Nisei sisters black, gold-rimmed backdrop of| In his opening statement Mr.

{ |—Mrs. Billie Shitara Tanigoshi, 32: Zl;flegoézg;nNgo%téB?nd the clerk | Wingren said the government
- 1 i > ¥ = t i
: %fs'ai :;“;ﬁ;f:_ (gif’s Li};::m(.{?;:g;’ Jury Quickly Chosen lrjnoept‘ectlheothggvgaggizsiﬁ:rilc‘:g
Wallace, 35, the defendants— on A jury of 12 average men was |sisters on a vegetable ranch owned
Hitte Wiiaet sanh e Trinidad, tctlllosggfig an hour and a half with | by Lloyd T. Winger, 20 miles from
e ey webs WOlbInE o orioe e €nse using only eight of its Trinidad, on Oct. 5, 1943,

sets, and-told-his stery: - - ¥ X X X ¥ X
“At first Toots said there wau :

no use in trying to escape,” Haider
,|said. “But finally she agreed to
| help me, and before she left us in
|New Mexico I gave her my ad-
i|dress in Linz, Austria, and told her
.|I would like to see her after the
| | war.”

Chile Was Their Goal

Haider testified that his com-

rade — Herman August Loescher,
‘| also 31, with whom he had escaped
i|and who will appear as a witness
, | today—felt the same way he did
! | about the Nazis.

“We intended to escape to South
America and find some of his rel- |
atives who were living in Chile,” |
he said. “There we intended to
join the Austrian Legion or the|
Czechoslovakian Legion and go
back to Germany to fight against
(| the Nazis.” Tk

“You mentioned the Gestapo.i
What is that?” asked Defense |
/| Counsel Kenneth Robinson.

“It is something like but not
il quite as brutal as the FBI in your
country,” Haider replied. |

As Haider's testimony began |
coming forth in the sharply clipped
English he had Jearned as a vet- |
erinary student in Linz, Mr. Rob-
|| inson, whose defense had been ob-
scure up to that moment, began'
noticeably to brighten. Likewise
his Japanese-American clients, as- | B . 3 _ : . w%’
signed to him by the court, began | e e )
to lose the mask-like quality of —Rocky Mountain News Photos.
their faces and to lean forward Tsuruko (Toots) Wallace
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Fails fo Identify
-3 Jap Girls ©

. e
By BETTY BRADLEY

Rialf Correspondent International News

DENVER, Aug. 8 (INS)—A
thrice-wounded German prisoner
of war, Private First Class Her-
mann August Loescher, 31, testi-
fied as a government witness to-
day in the treason trial at Den-
ver of three Japanese-American
sisters accused of aiding him and
Corporal Henrich Haider to flee
from an internment camp at
Trinidad, Colo.

FLOP FOR DEFENSE

Loescher failed to become an
unexpected “gold mine find” for
the defense counsel, Kenneth
Robinson, like Haider, who testi-
fied late yesterday by professing
Blto be a “Nazi hater.” .

Haider had said he wanted to
f|lescape to fight with a legion
|against the Nazis. Loescher, how-
ever, sald he fled only to regain
his freedom.

While Haider had identified the
three Jap girls as aiding him and
Loescher to escape in an auto,
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|German Escapee|

Loescher claimed she could not|:
identify the three girls “because
it was dark when we were in the| #
auto and I could not see their|

| TESTIMONY SUBPRIS[NQ
Robinson Had objected tg _
Halder's appearance on the sta.nd
‘on the ground that a Nazl coul
‘not be trusted to tell the truth in
an American court and, turth;ar- )
lmm‘e, the nt t:lt: _
pmtected Halder from any pun-i
»/|ishment by’ the court if he co{n-
b.|mitted per}ury.lthereby making
table :

o ' §
fight pgainst glmer‘a gang.‘._
" ! FEAR FOR LIVES
‘1t was a sensational tale th
Halder told the i
dence that lr:'nka.y

ants—Tsur : :
%4? Florence (“Flo”) Shivze Otanl

ll( it e 1] l
3, and Shitara (“Billie"”) Tangl-| &

?tlxge 3gushi, 31, sisters romllnglewood,
enlCal—to thelr de the as traltors,
k| Haider declared thata t!

Tot|held "'in -"’ﬂmﬁritc;q;

tallcamps are in Fiear oL/

fut)at the hands. of freal’

Eoners.”” , e &algglh ?n
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U. 5. Opens Treason Trial ]

Of 3 Japanes

DENVER, Aug. 7. (UP) — Two,
German soldiers, attired in faded,
time-worn uniforms of Hitler's
once-proud Afrika Korps, and 3
Japanese-American sisters, wear-
ing neat, American-style outfits,
listened soically Monday as gov-
ernment attorneys opened a trea-
son trial which might end in death
sentences for the three women,

Eoth of the Germans, as we]l as
the women, speak and understand
English, but their faces n ver dis-
played any emotion ag Ivor Win-
gren, assistant United Stated dis-
trict atlorncy, tir)ld‘ﬁ jury of 5
salesmen and 8 other men of va-
rious trades and professions that
the government would attempt to
prove that the women had com-
mitted treason by helping the Ger-
mans to escape from a war pris-
oner camp near Trinldad, Colo,,
last Oct. 17.

The charges have been denied by
the sisters, whao readily admitted
at the time of their arrest that
they had become acquainted with
the nazis while working with them
on a farm and were, in fact, so
well acquainted that two of the
women posed for pictures while in
the arms of the Germans.

The women are Mrs. Tsuruko
Wallace, 35, who is known to her
friends as "“Toots;"” Mrs. Florence
Shivze Otani, 33; and Mrs. Billle
Shitara Tanigoshi, 32.

It is the government's conten-
tion that the sisters, who were
horn at Inglewood, Cal, and grad-
uated from the Inglewood high
school but were brought to Colo-

e Sisters

yrado in the ev 1ation of west
coast Japan- and Japanese-
Americans, had given the Ger-
mans a flashlight, several maps,
a railroad timetable, some money,
an automobile and some eivilian
¢lothing to help them get to Mex-
ico after their escape from the
Trinidad camp.

rich Haider and Herrhan August

Watrous, N. M., after only 2 days
of freedom.

| (As Wingren outlined the gov-
ernment's case, it appeared that
the chief witness for the prosecu-
QEon would be Ernest Rivera, an-
gther employe of the farm where
German prisoners from the Trinl-
ad camp and Japanese-Ameri-
cans from the relocation center
at Amache, Colo., had been taken
to help with the onion harvest.

Rivera, said Wingren,
testify that he heard Mrs. Wallace
whisper to Haider that “We have
something for you.”

The “something,” said Wingren,
was a brown package which had
been hidden under a bush. Haider
picked up the package, stuffed it
in his lunch basket, and walkéd
away. The package, it was pre-
sumed, contained supplies which
the Germans used in their escape,

But the Germans—Corps. Hein-

Loescher — were recaptured neéar|

would |

‘mans to flee from the Trinidad
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3 NISEI SISTERS GO
ON TRIAL TOMORROW

DENVER, Aug. 5 (B)—Snap-
shots of three Japanese-American
sisters in'the arms of two German
prisoners of war will constitute an
important part of the Govern-
ment’s evidence when one of the
nation’s major treason trials of this
war opens Monday in the Federal
District Court.

The sisters, Mrs. Tsuruko Wal-
lace, 35; Mrs. Florence Shivze
Otani, 33, and Mrs. Billie Shitara
Tanicoshi, 32, face a possible death
sentence. The Nazis Corps, Hein-
rich Haider, 31, and Herman
August Loescher, 31, former mem-
bers of Rommel's Afrika Korps,
are the Government's star wit-
nesses. |

The Nisei women, evacuated to
the Granada Relocation Center at
Amache, Col, from their homes in
Inglewood, Calif., after Pearl Har-
bor, are accused of aiding the Ger-

prisoner-of-war eamp Oct. 17,

The indlctment contains twao
counts. One charges treason and
the other conspiracy to commit|:
treason.

The ‘Nazis were free for two
days. FBI agents intercepted them
at Watrous, N. M, and, the in-
dictment charges, found the pic-
tures showing them with the wd-
men, who worked on the same

! farm near the internment campy =y

A grand jury charged that- the |
defendants gave the prisoners road|

|maps of California, Nevada.'and}

Colorado, a railroad tlmel_?p
glothing, flashlight, money and"

L;utomobile. The fugitives, it

lanned to return to Germanyii&
Texico and South America, Fr
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JURY QUICKLY TR

TREASON TRIAL OF JAP WOM;

Court Tells Amache Sisters That ' |
Che S Helping T

German War Prisoners_Escape From 'prriﬁidago!

Camp Could Be Punished by Death, |

|
1 Am . 4 . \ ’{.-.""I
o 28 ;rfls: z t}u; d tajeason tfs'lal of World war II, moving with
_patmning hﬂl.]f:e , with a.rme ‘men of the United States army
“hg s allways ‘and witness rooms, got under way in United
j E istrict ..Iudge Symes’ court here Monday.
b t moon a jury of twelve typical American citizens, many

fathers or oth i
T, er felafives of me
the fighling forces, had been sei:l't':itn ’ i e e o a or

HEAD UF PRISUN™™"— "~
CAMP TO TESTIFY, "

The others who will testify and
who were present as the trial
‘opened form an imposing list. They
include Col. William Hannon, head
of the prisoner of war eamp at the'
time the Nazis escaped. g
| Wingren, who I=s assisting United
States District Attorney Morrissey,
{n presentation of the government's
case, gave the jurors the outline of
what the evidence is expected to be.

The two Germans were captured
Jin Africa, he said. The three wom-

R b —three sisters who ar
pon the fate of the three haVing given “ald z:llde :(:r(::‘:":? :Jf
" ‘ ' 3 4
the enemy” in assisting two Ger-mah"?
[

‘prlsnnm-s of war to escape from an
lm[ernmeut camp near Trinidad so
llh:qt the men might return to the
ireich and there fight again.,

The women on trial, all married
two the mother of t:hlldl'en—Mrs'.
ITsuruko (Tools) Wallace, 35: Mrs.
[Billie Tanigoshi, 32, and Mrs. Tlor.
.ence (F'lo) Shivze Otani, 33—sat al-
:most motionless, completely without
‘word or expression, as the court, in-
‘ealm and measured words, explained
that theirs was a erime which might
she punishable by death. |

{TWO NAZI SOLDIERS i
'WAIT TO TESTIFY., .

Outside the higheeilinged eourt-
'room, with its great gold American
leagle looking down from atop theJ
black velvet-draped alcove under
which the trial judge sits, the two|
Nazis, once members of Rommel's!
Afrika Korps, each dressed in his]
army uniform ,one beribhoned with,
decorations won in north Africa,
awaited their turn to take the wit-
ness stand, star witnesses for the.
government. : H |
I They, according to the openingj
statement of Assistant United
| States District Attorney Ivor O,
| Wingren, were men who “kissed
and, having kissed, were now ahot

en and members of their families
including Toots Wallace's husband,
William, their father Azuita
(George) Shitara; a sister, Mary,
‘and a brother, George, were sent
from the Amache center where they
had been received from Inglewood,
| Calif., to an onion farm, twenty|
miles from Trinidad, operated by
Lloyd T. Winger. The Shitaras
worked in the onions on a sharve-
cropper basis, To this farm came
thirty German prisoners from the
Trinidad camp. Neither Haider nor
tLoescher was among the original
,group. For some days the Germans
iworked with the Japanese-Ameri-
'eans in the onions. One day, in Oc-
toher, 1913, Haider schemed with a
fellow prisoner, who had been work-
ing on the farm, to take his place,
He had no right to do this, but at
ixoll eall he anwered to another's
name and went to the farm,

}




DOF NAZI'S “CHARMS.”
There he soon became acquainted

. efi. jfimped;: -rather tha
e, wer Just wihat chirilF he
iicated thris stubby, thinnish, be-
pectacled Getrah ekércised over galesman; Arnold frranklin Rieh 01 143 3¢

tn tell, even tho the telling might ;'oola.‘as Mrs, Wallace wha'‘ealled 1186 South Williams street, sales- %‘ﬁﬁf‘;‘ﬁfg‘?%ﬁxﬂr

mean that the women to whom they | thiuout tha proceedings. “Wingren man, Denver; Chester C. Robb of | IMEN ON R ' ;
Thi-r:.ln ]?:'a go to the gallows. simply said, “He spoke to her and o627 Java court, Denver, salesman; Oon ‘the night of‘ the esinppt.
h-iafr\v ::n:‘x};an P1-I.l?nnr'r-_q, who sat |other H'Eln;!s," and then added, “and Wesley R. Curtis of 266 South Wil- “;h;ﬁ' en .?:1;1‘_ ;:i-n(;ec:::;n: i(:ﬂ:“l,“
el “.r.-.' courtroom Monday, he receive back —other things that| liams street, Denver, assistant man- ?h 1: pel acr)\d ot ‘:he e homan
were px(‘lnrin:l n':.'fsps- m‘ S easel 4 10. believe that he might: pger of the A. A, A Gitbert . anethenfoad six miles from Trinidad
R .:\;hmdm of Judge |approach this woman, Toots, upon’ Denton Jr. of 1355 Lafayette street, Thiy e 'by ].';I e-srrangompn{
n;nnfl:r: S ny lng.‘ but the ro-|the matter of escape.” treasurer of the vulcan Iron works; Wlngrén s;tated The fheh gob il"lll;
et 5: s A s=eries nf.snap- Said Wingren: John Patrick Maguire of 568 Marion ‘g car and .wllh Toots at the
€ . showing one of them in lov- “Approach her he did— ] street; William Homer Sharpton of R 8 N *

ing embrace with the defend : e did—and as he 4 : wheel, started southward ovet
e sl el r‘rtn rn.nis did the other German, who will tes- 55 E! Paso boulevard, Manitou.| gy ' sace thru Springer, M. M.
prison eamp indiratrd'thp s from [tify here, was in the prison camp at Colo., an insurance man; Adolph R, 144 wagon Mound. At this point
s » em to be.|Trinidad. That is the man Loesch- Miller of 1518 Fourteenth street, the sisters decided they A nl
q(-";dOILOOI(_I,IHE er. But there was azother prisoner, Greeley, cashier of the First Na- ha;fe sufticient gaso“np riagie et
7y e e one Backus, who talked to the wom- tional bank; Flovd A. Doty of 511} 4 0 Germans further, and returner

The two, Corp. Heinrich Haider, én—Toots and her sisters, Flo and East Platte avenue, Colorado | | o 4 -
‘?1 a mule tender with the Afrika Billie, It was Haider who pro- /Springs, business school manager, Wh.nt occurred at the parting
Bnrps. whose oulfit was blasted to nnsnd_ she and her sisters aid him. ‘gnd Harold Fdward Mahoney of Wingren did not detail
rihbons by New Zealanders in Tunis, At first she said to him that he 4704 Grant street, Denver, an “J{ was 1:30 a i : oyl AhEs
:nﬂ Corp. I:IPrman August Loescher, was lucky to be alive. She said ,guditor. . | talked sor:ne "‘he sa.ld ";l’i'nnls Slippo;
21, a machine gunner, who dreamed tije war would be over soon and for | THIRTEENTH JUROR ’ a ]n'ﬂe pac!:tage in I:Ialder'n jacke
(r":a:":r:?'lni""lghitlrtl officer 1'n the Ger- :’J:: (‘;:;g*;: oﬂut‘:emlgtf"ﬁmpe-—fhnt it { BRINGS PROTEST. pocket. It had the pictures in it
f ver i . rous. )

ambilion .hpcauszp n?' :al:?l‘:::d ah:: agreed. The evicllipnzt‘enxll?illyl]::]: ., The thirteenth juror—and theve and the money in §1 bills. Then th

the schoolmaster type. Each is be. | ShOW that there was note-passing “was a brisk flareup when Chief | sisters started back, but their ca
epectacled and ShOl‘t—.*‘-surprisingly between the German prisoners and g Defense Counsel Kenneth W .Rnh- broke down at Springer. The me
short of stature. the women. It will he the evidence ; inson plna.ded that he he dismissed went on and were ca?,tured‘ 1ats

Farch wore his uniform - or what that Toots and Billie secured road ‘from service for cause—is Henry T. by the highway patrol.

e it Halder: the main |maps from filling stations in Trini- ‘Gassert of Holyoke. Colo. 10 Hol- | NAZIS ARGEE TO

plotter in the escape, according fo dad, that they gave a flashlight, yoke he is chief of P“‘:‘;f ‘;; ‘:‘t"““’“ TAKE AMERICAN OATH.
Wingren's opening siatement, fad dlothing—two pairs of trousers, two jto being manages et Acomi— U'hat is the story the governme
worn ihin. his Gorman Abmy trous| Pea jackets, two blue hats—to these ‘pany. He Is well known in Amerk | fo . oo will tell.

sore and so he wore a baggy pair of men. And they gave them money.” ‘c:m Legio{l circlest Sndl) et o6 'Thru it the two Nazis, who ha
tweeds, i‘l.nni.s‘hpd h\ the army. He Wingren detailed that Toots went }m%'}dﬁ%; h:i?pr?oipl-ven have rela- agreed to take the American oath
h"“"f on his tight-fitting army coat, L‘:' the farmer and asked for a $30 btives 1n {;e m-m'eci services, Many Haider is a Catholic and Loesch
:::\ru;sn:::i\; :Ipcgm.tmn for he was Pl\(’:.l"lCP (:n her wages. iwh5 era Excused have séns now |& Lutheran, and both have stat
according i.-, i; i .,f‘.“"“"“!‘- who, OF'.!]lJ'(::F‘S, TAKEN 4n service. One, H. R. Legingham they subscribe to the American o?
et nod e trie 'l:?'}“ﬂls case, | OF “LOVING EMBRACES.” iof 4518 Utica street, has a son who |and do not hold to:the Nazi &
Americans who allegedly aidl:-il{“;?p; w}?“;,mf this time the sister Flo, ‘was at Pesrl Harbor on the day of trine which denies the oath—1
until he met them at the very hm?r An“ ‘_” _a camera, altho Japanese- the Japanese sneak attack. Another expected to prove the main v

3 1erican  internees are not sup- dismissed, William Tracy Hover, |nesses. The government annount

cf his att i i
s attempted escape, sat in be-|posed to have camerad ook A Denver furniture man, has two |It bas much supporting testimo

ih 5

;.L::::grr:g,::qd BomEwhAt mie - SBP;']';,"S of Pic{u""-‘? of hér sisters, sons In service, one In England, the ineluding what it claims are

JURORS TYPICALLY : 12 ‘P;:dm"*d Toots, in what Wingren other in Australia, where he “met | fingerprints of Toots and Billie
AMERICA Lt e loving embrace” with Hai- the Japs.” the road maps taken from the p
SHELR By der and the soldier Backns. These! As court recessed at 12:30 o'clock, | oners after their arrest.

The twelve men who, at the close pictures, later found on Haider) to resume at 2 p. m, one witness Robinson, one of the city's ¢
of the trial, must pass npon the when he was arrested, were printed | had testified. He was Hugh M.|standing eriminal \
stories told by these Nazis—and in THE DENVER POST and siart- Byrd, the G-man who took into cus-| pointed by the court, reserved
upon the supporting evidence gath- ed the investigation which resulted tody the 11 of Japanese-American | opening statement until the €
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the city and small town and farm. hid the articles to be used in the He told simply of taking the wom- | opening to the first witness in
They are: German escape beneath some lunch en to the sheriff's office and then | hours, would not take over

George O. Schmidt, a Denver jew- |7 a elump of bushes on the farm. locking them in jail. days.
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S0 | friend, Loescher, that night. It also can be 2 fine, o1 imp!
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Testimony Stuns Treason Tria

d Prison
ht Nazis

2t T escaped from the Trini-
w0 back and fight for Ger-
oin the Austrian or Czecho-
st the Hitler gang. For I
1, I would be hanged,

frs, Billie Shifara Tanigoshi

wittmer ' countenances than
that first had greeted the
headed corporal,
Unexpeeled Twist
had appeared at the start that
roral Haider merely was
iling on three young ladies
had pssisted him and his com-
fo make a getaway, and fur-
had shown their inlerest to
cxlent of posing with them for
‘ngraphs in embraceable posi-

nt the unexpected twist taken
he corporal’s story may in the
run worle to their benefit in

deliberations of the jury of
{

dle-ased Americans, none o
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Mrs, Tsuruko (Toois) Wallace

nese - American aspect and be-
cause of the anti-Nazi element, and
the legal problem this inspires, it
is certainly the most unusual.
You could sense the drama that
was to unfold at 10 a. m. when
Judge Symes—an artillery officer
of distinguished record in the last
war — took his seat before the
black, gold-rimmed backdrop of
the solemn court, and the clerk
called case No. 10,387,
Jury Quickly Chosen

A jury of 12 average men was
chosen in an hour and a half with
the defense using gnly eight of its
20 challenges and the prosecution
using only four of its six. Judge
Symes, following federal proce-
dure, ‘examined the prospective
jurors himself, and this process
took only a fraction of the time
that it does in the case of state
cases where prosecution and de-
fense lawyers alike wrangle for
hours over minute points.

Only one man of those called
said he was prejudiced against the
Japanese as such. This was Homer
K. Claypool, storage business, who
said: “I don't like Japanese.” He
was promplly excused for cause.

No man who had a son in serv-
ice was retained on the jury, and
an effort was made to eliminale
those who have relatives in the
Pacilic war, although some of
them have nephews in this battle
theater, The jury is:

George 0. Schmidt, Lakewood,

Eckard B. Radie, salesman, Den-
ver.

George
Springs.

Arnold Franklin Rich, salesman,
Denver,

Chester €. Robh, Denver,

Wesley R. Curtis, assistant man-
ager, AAA, Denver,

Gilbert IL Denton Jr., vulcan-
o T

John Roth, Colorado

hoped to prove that Haider had
met the three Japanese-American
sisters on a vegetable ranch owned
by Lloyd T. Winger, 20 miles from
Trinidad, on Oct. 5, 1943,
Got Map, Clothes, Money

The Japanese-American family,
evacuated from Inglewood, Calif.,
to the Amache Camp, were share-
croppers, he said. Haider had not
becn called to the work crew, he
declared, but had answered the
name of another prisoner. The
girls had agreed to get them ci-
vilian elothing, maps of Colorado
and surrounding states, money
an¢ to help Haider and his com-
radej Loescher, to escape.

On the night of Oct. 15, Mr.
Wihgren continued, Haider and
Loescher slipped through a hole
in the prison fence, met the girls
in their car on the main road and
drove with them through Trini-
dad, through Raton Pass to Wag-
on Mound, N. M.

There, he said, the girls turned
back, and Haider and Loescher
went on by foot to Watrous, N. M.,
where they were arrested.
G-Man Teslifies

The government’s first witness
was Hugh M, Byrd, an FBI agent
ol Pueblo, who testified he had
questioned the girls on Oct, 27
after the ride. Mr. Winger, owner
of the ranch, identified Haider and
the three girls, but Mr, Robinson,
in cross - examination, tried to
show prejudice on his part against
the Nisei.

“Didn’t the War Relocation Au-
thority examine your books and
find you had given them short
checks?” he asked.

“I might have given some short
checks,” Mr. Winger finally ad-
mitted. “It has all been made

) ”

Mrs. Florence (Flo) Shivze Otanl

Have you any mental reserva=
tions?”" asked Judge Symes.

“I understand it all,” said Hai=
der, crossing his arms over his
light tan Africa Corps jacket,
Captured by Montgomery

In direct testimony, Mr. Win-
Bren then brought out that Haider
had been drafted into the German
army Dee. 5, 1940, had first served
in the Balkans, then been trans-
ferred fo the Africa Corps, had
been captured by Montgomery's
Eighth Army on Cape Bon in North
Africa in May, 1943, and had been
brought to Trinidad Sept. 1, 1943.

Haider admitted he wasn't on
the Trinidad “work crew,” but he
had answered another man’'s name
and had been taken to the Winger
camp, where he was assigned o
the onion-sorting crew and met
the three Japanese-Americans,

“Are they in this courtroom?”
asked Mr, Wingren. i

“Yes, there’s Billie and Tools
and Flo,” Haider replied, looking
directly at them and receiving
back cold and bitler glances,

“What was your first conveysa-
tion?"” Mr. Wingren asked, d

“I told Toots how my Auslria
hnq been violated by the Nazis.”

s3]
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Gierman’s Testimony Stuns
Says He Fled Prison
Camp to Fight Nazis

“I object to the statement that I escaped from the Trini-
dad prison camp so that I might go back and fight for Ger-
many. I escaped so that I might join the Austrian or Czecho-
slovakian Legion and fight against the Hitler gang. For I
know that if the Nazis should win, I would be hanged,

These words
31-year-old
corporal on

coming from a
red-headed Austrian
the wilness stand in
District Judge J. Foster Symes’
Federal District Court yesterday
aflernoon drew gasps of surprise
from scores of spectators and
changed the enlire complexion of
the treason trial that had opened
in the morning.

This bespectacled prisoner, cap-
tured by the British Eighth Army
at Cap Bon, North Africa, in the
spring of 1943, speaking in clear,
school-book English, admitted that
the three Japanese-American sis-
ters, being tried for the gravest
crime against our government, had
aided him to escape on Oct. 16,
1943,

But he had told them, he in-
sisted wilth nervous fervor, that
he had tricgl every olher means to
join the fight ageainst the Nazis
without avail —and now escape
was the only possible way.
Beaten by Gestapo

He had been a member of the
Austrian underground after the
1ape of his country, he said, and
he had signed a document with
olher men and women urging his
countrymen to rise up.

He had been thrown into a Nazi
concenlration camp in Bavaria, as
a result of this, had been beaten
up by the Geslapo, he said, and
had been released afler two years
and impressed into the Africa
Corps.

Even a™er he had been captured
and shipped to the Trinided Pris-
oner ol War Camp, he declared,
he had been pursued by the Nazis
in the form of the first sergeant
of his compound, who threatened
either 1o beat him or to hang him.
Enter the Niseis

“I went to an American officer
in charge and asked if I could be
separated from the Nazis,” Haider
said. “But he told me that the
only way this could be hrought
about was o put me in the guavd-
house, I didn’t want to go to the
guardhouse.”

Finally his chance came, he said,
when he met the three Nisei sisters
—Mys. Billie Shitara Tanigoshi, 32;
Mrs. Florence (Flo) Shivze Otani,
33, and Mrs. Tusuruko (Tools)
Wallace, 35, the defendants — on
the Winger ranch near Trinidad,
where they were working on onion
sels, and told his story.

“At first Tools said there was
no use in trying to escape,” Haider
said.  “Bul finally she agreed to
Lielp me, and before shie left us in
New Mexico I gave her my ad-
dress in Linz, Ausiria, and told her
1 would like to see her after the
war.”

Chile Was Their Goal
Haider testified that his com-

Mrs, Billie Shitara Tanigoshi

with warmer ' countenances than
those that first had greeted the
red-headed corporal,
An Unexpecied Twist

It had appeared at the start that
Corporal Haider merely was
squealing on three young ladies
who had assisted him and his com-
rade to make a getaway, and fur-
ther, had shown their inlerest to
the extent of posing with them for
photographs in embraceable posi-
tions,

But the unexpected twist taken
by the corporal’s story may in the
long run work to their benefit in
the deliberations of the jury of
middle-aged Americans, none of

"

—Rocky Mountain News Photos.

Mrs, Tsuruko (Toots) Wallace

nese - American aspect and be-
cause of the anti-Nazi element, and
the legal problem this inspires, it
is certainly the most unusual.
You could sense the drama that
was to unfold at 10 a. m. when
Judge Symes—an artillery officer
of dis[inguished record in the last
war — took his seat before the
black, gold-rimmed backdrop of
the solemn court, and the clerk
called case No. 10,387,
Jury Quickly Chosen

A jury of 12 average men was
chosen in an hour and a half with
the defense using only eight of its
20 challenges and the prosecution
using only four of its six. Judge
Symes, followirig federal proce-
dure, examined the prospeclive
jurors himself, and this process
took only a fraction of the time
that it does in the case of state
cases where prosecution and de-
fense lawyers alike wrangle for
hours over minute points.

Only one man of those called
said he was prejudiced against the
Japanese as such. This was Homer
K. Claypool, storage business, who
said: “I don’t like Japanese.” He
was prompftly excused for cause.

No man who had a son in serv-
ice was retained on the jury, and
an effort{ was made to eliminate
those who have relatives in the
Pacitic war, although some of
them have nephews in this battle
theater. The jury is:

George 0. Schmidt, Lakewood.

Eckard B. Radic, salesman, Den-
ver.

George John Roth,
Springs,

Arnold Franklin Rich, salesman,
Denver,

Chester C. Robb, Denver,

Wesley R. Curlis, assistant man-
ager, AAA, Denver, ‘

Gilbert II. Denton Jr., vulcan-

Colorado

hoped to prove that Haider ha
met the three Japanese-Americai
sisters on a vegetable ranch owne:
by Lloyd T. Winger, 20 miles fron
Trinidad, on Oct, 5, 1943,

Got Map, Clothes, Money

The Japanese-American family
evacuated from Inglewood, Calif.
to the Amache Camp, were share-
croppers, he said. Haider had no
becn called to the work crew, he
declared, but had answered the
nanie of another prisoner. The
girls had agreed to get them ci-
vilian clothing, maps of Colorad«
and surrounding states, mone)
ang to help Haider and his com-
rade| Loescher, to escape,

On the night of Oct. 15, Mr
Wihgren continued, Haider anc
Loescher slipped through a hole
in the prison fence, met the girl:
in their car on the main road anc
drove with them through Trini-
dad, through Raton Pass to Wag-
on Mound, N. M,

There, he said, the girls turned
back, and Haider and Loeschel
went on by foot to Watrous, N. M.
where they were arrested.
G-Man Testifies

The government’'s first witness
was Hugh M. Byrd, an FBI agenl
of Pueblo, who testified he had
questioned the girls on Oct. 27
after the ride. Mr. Winger, ownel
of the ranch, identified Haider and
the three girls, but Mr. Robinson
in cross - examination, tried t:
show prejudice on his part againsf
the Nisei.

“Didn't the War Relocation Au-
thority examine your books and
find you had given them shorf
checks?” he asked.

“I might have given some shorl
checks,” Mr. Winger finally ad-
mitEed. “It has all been mad:
up.’




cven a cer he had been capturef
and shipped to the Trinided Pris-
oner of War Camp, he declared,
he had been pursued by the Nazis
in the form of the first sergeant
of his compound, who threatened
eilher to beat him or to hang him.
Enter the Niseis

“I went to an American officer
in charge and asked if 1 could be
separated from the Nazis,” Haider
said. “But he told me that the
only way this could be brought
about was o put me in the guavd-
house. I didn't want to go to the
guardhouse.” :

Finally his chance came, he said,
when he met the three Nisei sisters
—Mrs. Billie Shitara Tanigoshi, 32;
Mrs. Florence (Flo) Shivze Otani,
33, and Mrs. Tusuruko (Toots)
Wallace, 35, the defendants — on
ilie Wineger ranch near Trinidad,
where they were working on onion
sels, and told his story.

“At first Toots said there was
no use in trying to escape,” Haider
said.  “But finally she agreed to
help me, and before she left us in
New Mexico T gave her my ad-
dress in Linz, Austria, and told her
1 would like to see her after the
war.”

Chile YWas Their Goal

Haider testified that his com-
rade — Herman August Loescher,
also 31, with whom he had escaped
and who will appear as a witness
todav—felt the same way he did
about the Nazis.

“We intended to escape to South
America and find some of his rel-
alives who were living in Chile,”
he said, “There we intended to
join the Ausirian Legion or the
Czechoslovakian Legion and go
back to Germany to fight against
the Nazis.”

“You mentioned the Gestapo.
What is that?” asked Defense
Counsel Kenneth Robinson.

“It is something like but not
quite as brutal as the FBI in your
country,” Haider replied.

As Haider’s testimony began
coming forth in the sharply clipped
English he had learned as a vet-
erinary student in Linz, Mr. Rob-
inson, whose defense had been ob-
scure up to that moment, began
noticeably to brighten. Likewise
his Japanese-American clients, as-
signed to him by the court, began
to lose the mask-like quality of
their faces and to lean forward

Mrs, Billie Shitara Tanigoshi
with warmer ' countenances than
those that first had greeted the
red-headed corporal.

An Unexpected Twist

It had appeared at the start that
Corporal Haider merely was
squealing on three young ladies
who had assisted him and his com-
rade {o make a getaway, and fur-
ther, had shown their inlerest to
the extent of posing with them for
photographs in embraceable posi-
tions. .

But the unexpected twist taken
by the corporal’s story may in the
long run work to their benefit in
the deliberations of the jury of
middle-aged Americans, none of
whom has sons or daughters in the
service, )

At any rate, Mr. Robinson now
will build his defense on the theory
that treason is not possible under
the circumstances, in view of the
fact that the three women merely
were releasing prisoners to fight
against an enemy of the United
States.

Third Treason Trial

The prosecution — headed by
U. S. Distriet Attorney Thomas
Morrissey and his assistant, Ivor
0. Wingren—will insist, on the
contrary, that the two prisoners
actually were citizens of the Reich,
sworn into the army of the Reich,
and therefore are enemies of our
country under every possible legal
deflinition.

The dramatic turn of events
talken yesterday made this one of
the most exiraordinary cases ever
tried in American history, and it
has attracted national interest. It
is the third treason trial of World
War II, but because of the Japa-

the defense using only eight of its
20 challenges and the prosecution
using only four of its six. Judge
Symes, following federal proce-
dure, examined the prospective
jurors himself, and this process
took only a fraction of the time
that it does in the case of state
cases where prosecution and de-
fense lawyers alike wrangle for
hours over minute points,

Only one man of those called
said he was prejudiced against the
Japanese as such. This was Homer
K. Claypool, storage business, who
said: “I don't like Japanese.” He
was promptly excused for cause.

No man who had a son in serv-
ice was retained on the jury, and
an effort was made to eliminate
those who have relatives in the
Pacific war, although some of
them have nephews in this battle
theater. The jury is:

George 0. Schmidt, Lakewood,

Eckard B. Radic, salesman, Den-
ver.

George John Roth,
Springs.

Arnold Franklin Rich, salesman,
Denver.

Chester C, Robb, Denver.

Wesley R. Curtis, assistant man-
ager, AAA, Denver. g

Gilbert H. Denton Jr., vulcan-
izer, Denver. y

John Patrick Maguire, Denver,

William Sharpton, Manitou.

Adolph R. Miller, Greeley.

Floyd A. Doly, Colorado Springs.

Harold Edward Maloney, Den-
Ver.

Alternate, Henry T. Gassert,

chiefl of police, Holyoke.

In his opening statement Mr.
Wingren said the government

Colorado

\ 4 8 iy e L) 0 O10)
and surrounding states, m«
and {o help Haider and his ¢
rade] Loescher, to escape,

n the night of Oect. 15,
Wihgren continued, Haider
Loescher slipped through a
in the prison fence, met the
in their car on the main road
drove with them through T
dad, through Raton Pass to V
on Mound, N. M,

There, he said, the girls tu
back, and Haider and Loes
went on by foot to Watrous, N
where they were arrested.
G-Man Testifies

The government’s first wil
was Hugh M. Byrd, an FBI a
of Pueblo, who testified he
questioned the girls on Oct
after the ride. Mr. Winger, o1
of the ranch, identified Haider
the three girls, but Mr. Robi:
in cross - examination, triec
show prejudice on his part ag:
the Nisei,

“Didn't the War Relocation
thority examine your books
find you had given them ¢
checks?” he asked.

“I might have given some =
checks,” Mr. Winger finally
mitted. “It has all been nr
up‘li
Then the red-headed corp
a Catholic, was brought into
courtroom and answered “Ye:
his promise before God to
nothing but the truth. Mr, ]
inson, not then knowing the
ture course of the testimony,
jected to his credibility as a
ness, since a Nazi might hav
respect for our institutions.

“Il)o you understand your o

Lawyer’s Fatherf Collapses.
Delays Jap-American Tria

John E. Robinson,
knowrr Denver attorney, col-
lapsed on a downftown sireet
yeslerday from what physicians
said was heat prostration.

Mr. Robinson’'s illness caused-
an hour delay in sessions of
U. S. District Court, where his
son, Kenneth Robinson, is de-
fending three Japamese-Ameri-
can sisters being tried for frea-

widely

son for allegedly aiding in
escape of German prisoners
war,

Mr. Robinson’s attack was
seerious, and he was resling
home Iast night, officials of
law firm said. He has bee!
Denver attorney for more tl
40 years, and Is associated w
the firm of Van Cise, Robin
o el oY
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District Attorney
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o dramatiec turn of events
n vesterday made this one of
most extraordinary cases ever
I in Ameriean history, and it
attracted national interest. It
o Athird treascon trial of World
I1. but heeause of the Japa-

called case No, 10,387.
Jury Quickly Chosen

A jury of 12 average men was
chosen in an hour and a half with
the defense using only eight of its
20 challenges and the prosecution
using only four of its six. Judge
Symes, following federal proce-
dure, examined the prospective
jurors himself, and this process
took only a fraction of the time
that it does in the case of state
cases where prosecution and de-
fense lawyers alike wrangle for
hours over minute points.

Only one man of those called
said he was prejudiced against the
Japanese as such. This was Homer
K. Claypool, slm‘nge business, who
said: “I don't like Japanese.” He
was promplly excused for cause.

No man who had a son in serv-
ice was relained on the jury, and
an effort was made to eliminate
those who have relatives in the
Pacilic war, although some of
them have nephews in this bafttle
theater. The jury is:

George 0. Schmid(, Lakewood.

Eckard B. Radic, salesman, Den-
ver.

George John
Springs.

Arnold Franklin Rich, salesman,
Denver.

Chester €. Robb, Denver.

Wesley R. Curtis, assistant man-
ager, AAA, Denver,

Gilbert II. Denion Jr., vulecan-
izer, Denver. i

John Patrick Maguire, Denver,

William Sharpton, Manitou.

Adolph R. Miller, Greeley.

¥loyd A. Dotiy, Colorado Springs.

Harold Edward Maloney, Den-
ver.

Alternate, Henry T. Gassert,
chief of police, Holyoke.

In his opening statement Mr.
Wingren said the government

Roth, Colorado

be’n called to the work crew, he
declared, but had answered the
name of another prisoner. The
girls had agreed to get them ci-
vilian clothing, maps of Colorado
and surrounding states, money
and to help Haider and his com-
rade, Loescher, to escape.

On the night of Oct. 15, Mr.
Wingren continued, Haider and
Loescher slipped through a hole
in the prison fence, met the girls
in their car on the main road and
drove with them through Trini-
dad, through Raton Pass to Wag-
on Mound, N. M.

There, he said, the girls turned
back, and Haider and Loescher
went on by foot to Watrous, N. M.,
where they were arrested.

G-Man Testifies

The government's first witness
was Hugh M. Byrd, an FBI agent
of Pueblo, who testified he had
questioned the girls on Oct. 27
after the ride. Mr. Winger, owner
of the ranch, identified Halder and
the three gulq but Mr. Robinson,
in cross - examination, tried to
show prejudice on his part against
the Nisei.

“Didn’t the War Relocation Au-
thority examine your hooks and
find you had given them short
checks?"” he asked.

“I might have given some short
checks,” Mr. Winger finally ad-
mitted. “It has all been made
up.”

a Catholie, was brought into the
courtroom and answered “Yes” to
his promise before God to tell
nothing but the truth. Mr. Rob-
inson, not then knowing the fu-
ture course of the testimony, ob-
jected to his credibility as a wit-
ness, since a Nazi might have no
re%pect for our institutions.

"Do you understand your oath?

Lawyer’s Father Collapses;
Delays Jap-American Trial

John E. Robinson,
knowrr Denver atltorney, col-
lapsed on a downtown sirect
yesterday from what physicians
said was heat prostration,

Mr. Robinson’s illness caused’
an hour delay in sessions of
U. 8. District Court, where his
son, Kenneth Robinson, is de-
fending three Japamwese-Ameri-
can sisters beine tried frr {rea.

widely

son for allegedly aiding in the
escape of German prisoners of
war,

Mr. Robinson’s attack was not
seerious, and he was resting at
home last night, officials of his
law firm said. Ile has been a
Denver attorney for more than
40 years, and Is associated with
the firm of Van Cise, Robinson
& (‘!'-r—u‘ﬁ"'\

Then the red:headed corporal,

Mrs, Florence (Flo) Shivze Otanl

Have you any mental reserya=
tions?” asked Judge Symes.,

“I understand it all,” said Hai=
der, crossing his arms over his
light tan Africa Corps jacket.
Captured by Montgomery ;

In direct testimony, Mr. Win-
gren then brought out that Haider
had been drafted into the German
army Dee. 5, 1940, had first served
in the Balkans, then been trans-
ferred to the Africa Corps, had
been captured by thtuommy'z
Eighth Army on Cape Bon in North
Africa in May, 1943, and had been
brought to Trinidad Sept. 1, 1943,

Haldvr admitted he \\a:nt on
the Trinidad “work crew,” but he
had answered another man's name
and had been taken to the Winger
camp, where he was assigned io
the onion-sorting crew and met
the three Japanese—Americnns.

“Are they in this courtroom?”
asked Mr. Wingren.

“Yes, there's Billie and Tonls
and Flo,” Haider replied, looking
directly at them and receiving
back cold and bilter glances.

“What was your first conyersa=
tion?" Mr. Wingren asked.

“I told Toots how my Auslria
had been violated by the Nazis,"”
Haider replied. “I told her I had
worked in the Austrian under-
ground and was put in a concen-
tration eamp. Then they made me
jnin the German army, ¥
Sergeant Made Things IHot

“She asked me why I wanted to
escape. I told her there was a
Nazi first sergeant at the Trinidad
camp who was making things un-
bearable for me. There was no
institulion then to protect the anti-
Nazis from the Nazis.”

Since then, Corporal Haider add-
ed, he has been shipped to Camp
Campbell, Ky., where there are
only anti-Nazi prisoners.

“She told me it was useless {o
try to escape because the toads
were guarded and I might get
shot,”” he continued. “But I told
her I would take a chance. And
now I want to say that I object
to the statement that I wanted to
escape to go bavk and fight for
the Nazis. I wanted to fight against
Hitler's gang. She said she would
help me.”

On Oct, 12, he said, Toots kad

(Continued on Page 18)
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GERMAN SOLDIER SAYS
HE FLED TO FIGHT NAZIS,

(Continued From Page 5)

told him she had something for
him. He found a package wrapped
in brown paper in some bushes,
and he put it in his lunch basket
to take back to the Trinidad camp.
It was at this time, he said, that
Flo took some pictures.

These pictures showed Haider
with his arms around Toots and
a cerlain Backus (another pris-
oner) with his arms around Billie.
Both women are married and have
children. The pictures will be in-
troduced into evidence by the gov-
ernment. '

On the next day, Heider said,
he didn't go to the Winger camp,

but sent a letter to Toots, asking :

if she were going to help him with
her automobile—a Buick sedan—
and he got a reply asking him and
Loescher to meet them on the

highway from Trinidad between |:

9 and 10 p. m. on Oct. 16. Toots

said the car would be running |

slowly .and dimmer lights would
be on.
The Escape

At 3:30 on the afternoon of Oct.
16 Haider said that he and
T.oescher hid in a kind of foxhole
they had dug near the prison camp
wire fence until about 8 o'clock.
Then they climbed through a hole
in the fence and met the girls in
the car.

“puring the rode, 1 gave Tools
my address because I wanted to
see her again in Austria, and she
slipped a couple of dollars in my

pockel—nothing else. But the po-|.

lice did find the pictures there
when they looked,” Haider said.

At 1:30 that night, he went on,
the girls left them at Wagon
Mound, N. M., and they hid out in
a concrete pipe, waiting until the
next night to walk on to Watrous,
N. M. They saw a couple of trains
pass, then they asked the station
master when the next train would
come, and he said the next day, so
they went into a favern to get a
drink.

now. I insisted that I didn’t come
to America as an encmy. If G‘ret'—1
many should win, I would be shot.
Now I am at Campbell. Twenly-
five of us have asked permission
to join the Czechoslovakian or
Austrian Legion and fight the Hit-
ler gang.”

“Why were you put in a con-
centration camp in Bavaria?” Mr.
Robinson then asked.

4«1 wrote a statement with 95
fellows and 12 women calling on
Austria to rise up against the
Nazis. That's why.” 1

“Why were you released?”

«] can't tell myself,” said the
corporal.

tife talked with a couple of

Texican girls,” Haider cnid, ‘‘Soon
ahur lef we wcre arrested.
Witness- Cross-Examined .

Then Mr., Robimson took the wit-
ness in cross-examination, and the |
tense spectators leaned fm'wnrc_l as
the expressed bitterncss of Haider
for his Nazi masters began to
flow from his thin, set lips.

«Have you suffered deeply, from
the Geslapo?” aslced Mr. Robinson.

wyoes, I was beaten up several

oo -

tm"]"l‘qi:is first sergeant at Trinidad

—did he cause you trouble?” )

“yes, he was one of the Nazi
leaders of Germany. He caused
me great trouble. He threatened
me—and others, too—to beat us
up or hang us. Loescher and I
were in the same situation. All}|
{he work jobs were distributed tol
Nazis. We always had to stay in-
side the camp.” 4
Asked to Be Transferred )

“Did you ask an American ofli-
cer for an opportunity to be trans-
ferred?”

«ypes, but he told me there was
np way to protect me against the
Nazis except in the guard house
and keep me there. I didn’t like
that.”

«Did you ask to be allowed to
jofn the Austrian Legion?”

“he officer said I couldn't—
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. Billie Shitara Tanigoshi. Th ’ B
|Treason Tl'lal Set alleged to have sﬁpplied tﬁi a:se- i ((q!b’"j

For Three Japanese ga%edipirrilsnners with money, maps
DENVER, June 5--(AP)—Trial HARCIOEIeS X

of three Japanese-American wom- _Allthree have p]eadfd-ﬂ.n_nﬁeﬂtt

"
B!
'

from a

en on charges of treason for al- ' ' ‘

legedly aiding in the escape of two, s ) I' Jap Omen e
German war prisoners | d :

camp near Trinidad was set for )

July 10 in federal court by U. 8

aly . ' i \ LR "
<] s Nazis' Friends
ay. P ‘

rThe three are Tsuruko (Tools)
W _alla_(‘v. P;lorenco Shivze Otani and

5 Romances Reported
E With War Prisoners

Trinidad, Colo., Oct. 27.—(UF)
—Five Japanese women were bhe-
ing held in the Las Animas Coun-
ty Jail by the Tederal Bureau of
Investigation tonight for ques- |
tioning in connection with reports \

of romances between them and
German prisoners at a nearby

1, . ry - ' L prisgners oj!i war camp. e
1! e} O - i ‘ The inquiry was started aller
1' tsonei Of ]V(H 3 Jﬂp SISIers : e 7 ‘.L pictures were published in Den-
' | g K ver newspapers showing one Ger-
Testifies Woman Held as Traitors MAPS IN TREASON TRIAL: | iman prisoner hugging and kissing
A NI(’(II’I‘S ESC(EI)I Conti Court Rules Out Fingerprint ?tarfgﬁzne%eesigeul'anangutg&oc}gﬁg
Koniteasd Seont Zfes &) Angle in Trial of 3 Japanese with his arm around a Japanese

Denver. Aug. 7 WUPR.—Hei 3

g 5 F).—Heir| was also married in 1938. The Women Eb

ilfmlm_ 31-y ‘ar-old corposal| whereabouts of their husbands was s _ The snapshots had peen_found
Hitler's one-time Afrika J| N0f announced. DENVER, Aug. 8 (/—Hearing| {on an escaped Nazi prisoner,

; ; i e : L . inri 1der, after hi
testified today thal Mrs. Tsul Fach of the women, officials||the close of its tse, khe Gavess E;;Furé{?;n?g; ‘I?:gg:. ’Na.l 1{&\ 1

|“n”n.m e T ll“jl(‘lj;l‘:{,smd' is the mother of one||ment ;cog:t t;t' h;‘:;ngngjmt:;f 1t ¥ t}zearcr;u:d that largi
..‘\morw;!n. had helped him a1 The "kissing snapshots” of the ?;3 \(:.'ombe Yeing tried on treason }gl;c‘n;éps s?:)ent ewg;'irgglr_labli:lsoa%!"e
companion to escape from %hr(‘c pmen L the arms of the| charges had left their fingerprints| | helping in the harvest of crops
pricener-of-war camp at Trinis o anzm were found on Corporal | on maps allégedly taken from the| | on ¢arms east of Trinidad, where
| Coln. _ Haider following his arrest in Wat- || germon priggn s-of-war they are| | {he Japanese women and their
His testinony was the first rous, N, M i | accused of halping to escape. families were residing after be-
feed as the Government bega Following the discovery of these John R. Robyak, FBI finger-||ing relocated in this area.
S ht s Jegan snapshots, five Japanese women || print speciallsf, said that prints||standard procedure is to keep
umerican women accu dapam WeLe qucstloncd at the Amache || found on the maps were those of|| prisoners under heavy guard
liz Haider and a fpl]se of hi| relocation camp last October. Oue || Mrs. Billie Ta:s\oshi 32 years old,| | during their work, county of-
soldier in their ow Gerr| of the Japanese women questioned || and Mrs. Tsuruko ¢ #lgce, 35 The!| ficials said.
She gave hi escape plot. by the FBI at that time carried a third of the sisterg. Mrd. Florence
S 5% hins l'lt'nl civilian cloth| small baby, but the indictment did Otani, 33, Was pamed in the

e i ff'! 0 help him get ay| not indicate whelher it was the|| fingerprint ey
rst tried tn dissuj| child of one of the three women But Fefaral .]\;rg"-" J. Foster

:;:11" I;:wrlln making the attempt, H| in_today’s charges. Symes ruled thgt fthe maps had
“She feared ) {| The three women were brought not been specificg y_idcnhfied as|
iR i ared ¥ might be shot |to Denver from Amache by Dep- thoge found on thq prisoners, Hein-

he guards, but I told j| Uty U. S. Marshal D. T. Potter and rich Haider and Herman Loescher.

fhat with my friend I was resolf @ Matron. However, the coyrt :‘fecmd a mis-

lp atlempt the escape.” trial motion by deferise counsel

that the map shoyld have been{
e evidence. . 4

i 1
3 excluded from th

5 mqsa Bc 3 PQS+ The Government alleges that the

1 ‘ women furnished clothing, maps

and other equipment to the Ger-

g s 4 'J P ] yans last Ocdober, thgn frove
i 3 : hem in a car from the prlsd‘ner-nf-t

‘ war camp at Trinidad, Col., to N%’vp
. Mexicorw. ' L
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/ By JOE STOCKER
DENVER, Aug. 7 (/I?)——A fed-
eral court jury consisting almost
entirely of businessmen was com-
pleted today to try three gapan(i

i i charge
ose-American  sisters AT
with treason in allegedly 31(‘;‘130
two German prisoners of wa
éscape last Octobher. )

Defendants are Mrs. Tsurg.g
Wallace, 35; Mrs. Florence SSi‘i
ze Otani, 33, and Mrs. Blllllec *ii:
tara Tanigoshi, 32, born mP E":lll‘l
fornia and evacuated after lc: L
Harbor to the Granadacrle oca
tion center at Amache, Co o.t
It required _about 90 minutes

se the jury.

i Khoa?tqi?' s?vept the c{owdig

rtroom when one veniremd

({‘(\;“ K. Clapool of Denver, waTs
asi:ed by U. S. District Judge J.

TP |

Chosen in Treason\/z
/.s0. Trial of Jap-Americans

any reason why you cannot give|

IT= T 1AL D g—

a fair and impartial trial?”

il ,
gﬂ'l‘? don't like the Japanese. J

“You are dismissed,” was
Symes’ erisp rejoinder.

rshal on one side and an army
g}?icer on the other, the two
nazis — Corp. Heinrich Haider
and Cor'p. Herman August Loes-
cher, both 31, an}:l former mem-
bers of the Africa corps— sat
impassive in the d_co;rtroom,_

tching the proceedings.
waOecasigonally they exchanged
whispers. They came to court in

“] do,” Claypool replied|

A 13th or alternate juror also :
wag chosen to serve in case one|
of the regular jurors becomes

1I'F‘lanked by an assistant U. S.|

. : 1
stody of military police anc
;?;t%oybe called by the govern-

7

: 0 t its yytar witnesses.
Foster Symes: “Do you know, Ly‘nin {7

ns of
Toops

d

1 the|rlers which blastef enemy positions
and&aﬁ Ehc 41?%

> [charges, One is treason, for which

The stirvivors "weré telleved By
four, tanks and two personnel car-

Treason Jury Gefs "
Case Against Sisters

Y\
By the Assoclated Press. "k

DENVER, Aug. 10.—The Govern-
ment’s treason case against three
Japanese-American sisters accused
of helping two German prisoners
escape last October from intern-
ment camp went to a jury this aft-
ernoon.

“This is a very Important case,"
United States Distriet Judge J. Fos-
ter Symes declared in his jury in-
structions.

The jury, preponderantly Denver
businessmen, will rule on two

the maximum penalty is death. The L
other is conspiracy to commit trea- [*
son, the maximum penalty being a
$10,000 fine and two years' imprison-
ment. m

rnl\n’ f::-m- ln‘nrmn“nﬂ

son,
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Aug. 18 (/P)—Mrg,
35, one of three
1 sister convict-
to commit trea-
d today to two
al Women's Re-
Va,, and
sisters, Mrs,
Otani, 33, and
a Tanigoshi,’ 32,
~month terms at

was sentence

$1,000. Her
Shivze

Billie Shitar

District

Mrs. Wallace w
assistant Federa

ter Symes,
as described by the

1 :
leader of gz plot attorney as the

help free tw
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by the sisters to
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Trinidad, Col., in-
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TUCSON STAR

SEEKS NEW TRIAL
"FOR JAP SISTERS

DENVER, Aug. 13.—(P)—Defense
Attorney Kenneth W. Robinson
sald today he will file a motion
Monday for a new trlal for Mys.
“Flo” Shivze Otani, Mrs. Tsuruko
“Toots” 1Wallace, and Mrs. Billie
Shitara Tanigoshi, all three con-
victed of conspiracy to commit
treason.

‘The U, 8. District Jury which
convicted the three Japanese-Amer-
ican sisters Yyesterday on the con-

spiracy charge found them inno-
cent of committing treason..
*Robinson said the motion would
be based on the argument that if
the evidence In a treason trial
shows the defendants’ intentions
were Innocent, it is the duty of the
court to take the case from the
ury. .

; The sisters were accused of as-
slsting the escape of two German
prisoners from a Trinidad, Colo.,
internment camp.

| Convicted Jap Women

:[on the )_t_nirkéf.." 0

___nﬂfh%ffiSLA

. fr "x’y
Decide Nof fo Appeal "
By the Assoclated Press. A T 2

DENVER, Aug. 23.—Three Japa-
nese-American sisters will not ap-
peal their convictions of conspiracy
to commit treason, their attorney,
Kenneth W. Robinson, announced ||
today.

“In my opinion due process of
law was accorded them,” Mr. Robin-
son said,

Convicted by a United States Dis-
trict Cowrt jury of conspiring to
help in the escape of two German
prisoners of war, the sisters are Mrs.
Tsuruko “Toots” Wallace. 35, sen-
tenced to two years in prison, and
Mrs. Florence “Flo” Shivze Otani,
33, and Mrs. Blllie Shitara Tanl-!
goshl, 82, both facing 20-month
terms, They were also fined $1.000

each.




DIVISION OF
PRESS INTELLIGENCE
oW.1.

Tempc V Bldg-

FH.

SY. \PJYZ"

Herald Tribune
New York, N.Y.

wplG 9 19

Prints on Maps ‘
Identified at]
Treason Trial

F.B.L. Agent Says They Are
Those of 2 U.S.-Japanese
Girls Held in Nazi Plot

— I

: — Nearing

DENVER, Aug. 8 (/P)- g,
the close of its case, the gove;nt
ment sought today to prove that
‘two of the three Japanese-
I1Ame1-ic9.n women being tried on
ltreason charges left their finger-
iprints on , maps allegedly taken.
from Gerfan prisoners of war
‘they are accused of helping to

fescape.
lf From Washington came John
R. Robyk, Federal Bureau of In-|
lvestigation fingerprint specialist,
to testify that prints found.o.n
the maps were those of MI:S. Billie
Shitara Tanigoshi, thirty-two
ears old, and Mrs. Tsurul‘c‘o Wall-,
lace, thirty-five, kxnown as “Toots.

of th
The third Al il

e trio of sisters is|.

The government alleges th
sisters supplied clothing. mapa.‘statrrxlg
other equipment to the Germans
last October, then drove themr!ri
8 car from the prisoner of war
R?g:l(? at I'I‘rinidad, Col,, to New

co, wher 5
later recaptuf'e;{w SRS
The women, residents
Granada relocation centeror w]:'e};:
crc_Jpsharers on a farm whi(:.h was
| using prisoner-of-war labor,
Haider has pointed to
|sisters as accomplices 1na¥llghle-§f
cape. Loescher, claiming he had
not seen the women until they
drove away in the car during the
night and had not seen their ?aces
then because of darkness, sald to-
dayﬂhe knew their benefactors only
as “Toots,” “Flo” and ‘Billie.” He
asserted he was unable to point
tthem out in the courtroom.
~ [Snapshots showing Mar
lace and Ms, Tanlgogshi insﬁt‘;lv:i-
[0us poses with Haider and another
risoner were introduced as evi-
tdence taken from the recaptured
fown, The United Press reported.]

Apprentice Seaman Ernest Ri-
vera, eighteen-year-old Spanish-
t1Arneric:.sv.11. youth who worked on

he farm with the sisters and the
Germans, told of hearing Mrs
Wallace tell Haider, “I've got
something for you,” or “I have
something to tell you,”

The jury heard also of a 165-
foot tunnel by which at least five
Germans were said to have ob-
tained their freedom from the
camp. Lieutenant-Colonel William
8. Hannan, of Fort Leonard Wood
Mo., ‘former commanding officer aﬁ
Trinidad, said the tunnel started
at a building occupied by German
officers and ended outside the
fepce. It had electric wiring, he
said, and was not discovered until

. after the escape of Haider an
' Loescher. On Oct. 16, the night ocf1

their break, at least five
3 as and!
50351!)]&«' fsii: prisoners alfogether'
_escaped from the camp, Col. -
nan testified, ke Hal,n
Assistant United States Distri
ct
Attorney Ivor O. Wingren said the

s, Florance
Mrs ¢ was not named|/government expects to wind up its

ty-three, wh .

: E:h;;tfe fingerprint testimony.
‘| But United States Distriet Cour
|Judge J. Fosted
the maps offere
not been specificall
prosecution witnesses

d in evi

er, when they were
Judge Symes reje
motion by defense attor

motion by
fense atternoy,

case soon after the third day's ses-

t|sion starts tomorrow. The defense

will ask a directed acqui
quittal
the sisters, who face a possi{:?;

v identified by{eath penalty of convicted.
as those

cted a mistrial
ney ETA
Kenneth Robinson, de-
‘submitted on the

tion that the maps should

have been
dence entirely.

Joe Garside,
filling station ope
jury that Mrs. w
road map
she planned to v
“folks."”

excluded from the evi-

of Trinidad, Col.,
rator, told the
allace obtained
s from him, explaining
isit her husband’s
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22 WILL TESTIFY
IN TREASON TRIAL |

OF JAP SISTERS

R

|
b
1
|

German War Prisoners to'
Be Chief Witnesses in
1., 5. Court.

Summonses have been lssued for
twenty-two witnesses for the trial
on treason charges of three Ameri-
can-born Japanese sisters which
starts in the United States district
court in Denver Monday, United:
States District Attorney Morrissey
said Friday.

Principal witnesses will be the|
two German prisoners of war, Hen-|
rich Heinrich Haider and Herman

August Loescheér, both 31, who, ac-
fcm-ding to government charges,
were aided in an escape from the
Trinidad intermment camp by the
|three women.

Trial of the three sisters, Mrs. |
{Tsuruko (Toots) Wallace, 35; Mrs.
{Florence (Flo) Shivze Otank, 33,
land Mrs. Billie Shitara Tanigoshi,
132, will receive nationwide attention
,as one of the few treason trials in |
'the history of the United States.
| The Nazi prisoners, brought to}
Denver Friday, will appear in court 4
Monday in full uniform, wearing
{their ecampaign ribbons awarded by
the Nazi army, Assistant Distriet}
Attorney Ivor O, Wingren who will
‘| handle the government's case, said. :
Kenneth W. Robinson is the courts
.| appointed attorney representing the |/
| defendants.
1 “We are simply determined to see
that the defendants receive a fair
{rial, as guaranteed.by the Amer-
|ican legal system,” Robinson de-
clared.




/i ol
otos Introduced i reason 1ria

—x - -
e—
5 -

Luve Tryst

—SMIN NIV.ILNAOW AMD0d—8§

¥¥61 ‘6 Bny ‘Aepssupam

~—Rocky Mountain News Photo. e Thl-‘;l is ﬂnOthBI'CSIIEDSh;ﬁHE“;gEd]!’“:-ahkleﬂ by"

" : i i h aider wi arm

This photograph of the government’s star witnesses—{wo former members of aro?m;v “’if:&i;.'?w'sl‘higr:i‘:;tre and thcl one :t the
Rommel’s once-famous Africa Corps—was taken while they were leaving U. S. Dis- left are said to have been taken on the Winger

i Mrs. L  h
3 :nd rlsl T;mk;:rw:) ‘:’:l trict Court yesterday afternoon. Left to right: Corp. Heinrich Haider, Pfc. Herman l'ﬂ?lﬂa near Trinidad, w:xere Jllap;nlfse ev_ac:e;::
_ lace, allegedly en by Mrs. " 1 and German prisoners of war had been hi<
i : - August Loescher, and, guarding them, Sgt. Robert Werner of th_e U. S. military take care of the onilon crop., Both 0s were
- Florence (Flo) Shivze Otani on police. Haider and Loescher have both told their stories of their escape from a introduced in evidence in the tr trial here
- the Winger ranch near Trinidad. prisoner of war camp on the witness stand. Yyesterday. : w8 PO
&= ~apun S

- . o Loescher said he did not see the | transferred to Camp Campbell, | up s¢fis place andqm ‘sa"gm% 3
\ aZl escrl es three women until he got into the | Ky., which is a camp where-anti- | pump on their cary do NW

: car, and knew them only as|Nazis are housed, although in open | ;.o needed sorv auy P oq
- = = “Toots,” “Billie” and “Flo.” He| court Loescher had not said, in so ;! P?@EEW
_A d b -S J l said he sat between Billie and Flo many words' he was anti-Nazi. He Fixe 1
Aid by U.S.-Jap Girls

This is the ceiebrated “clinch”

picture of Corp. Heinrich Haider

in the back seat, and he thought “Why were you two drawn to-| Mr. Mar&"i\
Toots was in the front seat with| gether?” -Mr. Wingren asked. tion owner,
By JACK FOSTER Haider. i i on| “We had been educated, and had | 10 also testified, sum
Wearing the Iron Cross, two emblems for hercism, a red ribbon Do you recognize this woman?" | yrayeled places. Lots of places in| 4i4 5 “bad job” of'ﬁxin‘r‘" T \

to indicate he was an officer candidate—all on a shabby faded Africa Mr. Wingren asked, submitting one | .ommon,” the pfe. replied. :
£ arne inni-ar _Dfr Harman Anonst T.oeecher vesterdav told a federal of ihe_ Embramng pictures of Toots "WEI‘E' you seriously wounded?” bui ﬁi‘:‘e‘,:e:?':ztlz3]u§f|r?tawdit1;l;

4




. lace, allegediy laken by ‘Mrs.
. Florence (Flo) Shivze Otani on
- the Winger ranch near Trinidad.

August Loescher, and, guarding them, Sgi. Robert Werner of the U, S. military
Haider and Loescher have both told their stories of their

police.

prisoner of war tamp on the witness stand.

2d Nazi Describes

Aid by

g By JACK

U.S.-Jap Girls

FOSTER

Wearing the Iron Cross, two emblems for heroism, a red ribbon
to indicate he was an officer candidate—all on a shabby faded Africa
Corps jacket—Pfc, Herman August Loescher yesterday told a federal
-#ury in Denver that the three Japanese-Americdn sisters being tried
“for treason had helped him to escape from the Trinidad prisoner-of-

war camp on Oct. 16, 1943,
They had helped him and Corp.
einrich Haider, he said, but not
o he could go back and fight
Bgain for Germany.

“No,” he said, speaking again
in that school-book English which
‘distinguishes the two, “no, I was
wounded three times. I am not
active. They have taken my arms.
My country would not call on me
to fight again. I have no interest
-in going back to renew the war.

escaped only to get my-freedom.”
He’s Nut a Hitler Foe

He did not testify he was an
anti-Nazi as his comrade, Haider,
had done the day before.

He did not say he wanted to join
the Austrian Legion or the Czecho-
slovakian Legion so that he might
help to destroy the “Hitler gang,”
E the ex-Austrian veterinarian

ad insisted that he wished to do.
_ No, Herman August Loescher

id been born in Germany proper
i%in Holstein—had worked in a
Serman bank, wore the Iron Cross
with pride, and he just wanted to

et back to enjoy the Germany
Ehat, he told two of the three Jap-
anese-American girls on their es-
cape ride, he loved.

He even told two of these girls
+—Mrs. Florence (Flo) Shivze
Otani and Mrs. Billie Shitari Tani-
goshi—that he hoped they would
see Germany, too, when the war
Wwas Over.

‘A Puzzling Aspect

This testimony, coming as the
climax of the morning session of
this historic trial in Federal Dis-
trict Judge J. Foster Symes’ court,
f"a'seuted a somewhat new and
vonfused complexion on the case|
from that painted by the brittie

spoken Haider.
For to hear Haider talk, he was |

wished to throw off the pagan
Nazi yoke. Yet the two of them
were friends—from the days they
had met in a hospital in Carthage,
North Africa—and they were close
buddies in the Trinidad compound.
The only point of similarity in
their testimony was that neither
ever intended to fight against the
Allies again.
Trio Watches Intently

As Loescher spoke under the
questioning of U, S. District Attor-
ney Ivor O. Wingren and Defense
Attorney Kenneth Robinson, the
three Oriental women—Billie, Flo
and self-contained Mrs. Tsuruko
(Toots) Wallace—leaned forward
and fixed him with their sharp
black eyes.

Nothing was said about any per-
sonal relations between the two
prisoners - of - war and the three
women. The prisoners had de-
clined on their honor to testify to
anything of this sort, it was under-
stood.
knew that as he spoke this man,
whom they had aided, was weav-
ing a web of testimony around
them that as a maximum penalty
could conceivably end in death.

“I was a radio gperator on a tank
and got as far as El Baba, Egypt,”
said Pfc. Loescher (he had previ-
ously been identified as a cor-
poral). *I was in the retreat
from Libya to Tunisia.
tured while I was in the hospital
at Carthage by the British on
May 8, 1943.

| Met Three Girls

“l was taken from Oran, North
Afriea, to Norfolk, Va., to Trini-
dad, where I arrived Sept. 1, 1943.
On Oct. 16, 1943, Haider gave me
some civilian clothes and things,

. Yet these three women|

I was cap- |

one of the most violent anti-Nazis, |and we escaped from the prison !

leader in the Austrian under- |
“caund, Catholic patriot

camp. On the road we met the

who ithree girls in a car.”

escape from a
yesterday.

and German prisoners of war had been hired to
take care of the onion crop.
introduced in evidence in the tresson

; b

Both protos were
1 here
%

Loescher said he did not see the
three women until he got into the
car, and knew them only as
“Toots,” “Billie” and “Flo.” He
said he sat between Billie and Flo
in the back seat, and he thought
Toots was in the front seat with
Haider,

“Do you recognize this woman?”
Mr. Wingren asked, submitting one
of the embracing pictures of Tools
and Haider. -

Told to Be Careful .

“Yes, that's Flo,” Loescher re-
plied. “I can identify it from.a
picture in the paper.”

“What did you talk about in the
car on the way to New Mexico?”
Mr. Wingren asked.

“Flo told me to be careful, not
to dare too much,” he replied.
“She was afraid I might walk in
the daylight and somebody shoot
me. I told her I wanted to go toi
Mexico and South America. We |
talked about what a nice p]ace,!
what a lovely country Germany |
is, and maybe they could come |
there after the war.”

At Wagon Mound, N. M., he said,
the girls turned around after a
“night Junch” with them, and they
went on to Watrous, N. M., where,
after a beer in a tavern, which
he said cost them 90 cents, it be-
ing a “big bottle,” they were ar-
rested.

In Anti-Nazi Camp

Under cross - examination, Mr.
Robinson
Loescher, like Haider, had been)|

transferred to Camp Campbell,
Ky., which is a camp where-anti-
Nazis are housed, although in open,
court Loescher had not said, in sou
many words, he was anti-Nazi.

“Why were you two drawn to-
gether?” -Mr, Wingren asked.

“We had been educated, and had
traveled places. Lots of places in
common,” the pfec. replied.

“Were you seriously wounded?”

“Shell splinters pierced my
lung,” Loescher replied. “I was
buried under a bombshell for four
hours, and this affected the joints
of my hips and shoulders.”

Didn’t Mean to Fight Again

Then Loescher asked if he might |

say something. 3

“May I say this: I guess my
comrade told you that Germany
had violated Austria,” he said. “As
for myself, I was wounded, and 1
could not fight again. 1 have no
interest in renewing the {fight
again. I just wanted my freedom.”

This ended the eye-witness
phase of the government's case—
two wiilnesses are necessary for a
conviction in a treason case—and
the government then introduced a
series of official witnesses to link
together the three Japanese-Amer-
ican women with the prisoners fol-
lowing the arrest.

Manuel Mares, in the Iliquor
business in Springer, N. M., testi-
fied that on the early morning of

pump on their car was broken and .~

e xe- P’L T =N

Mr. Mares g0ke a fillingstas
tiOn owner, Ge;)‘f Cicero Ba]'f'p
who also testified, ﬁ&hf;
did a “bad job” of fixing ...¢ PV

- Ty

but gave them some jugs of water,

Afterwards they all had a drink -
in Mares’ place. -

Luther Reading, special agent of
the FBI, testified he and Albert H.
Hathaway, a captain of the New
Mexico state police, went to Wat-
rous on the night of the 17th and
arrested the prisoners.

Hathaway, now in the naval
hospital corps, said they took the
prisoners to the jail at Las Vegas,
N. M., where he and Nolan Utz
Las Vegas chief of police, exam=-
ined them and found the civilian
clothing, flashlight, map, snap-
shots and other articles the gov-
"ernment claims were given the
prisoners - of - war by the three
women,

Both Hathaway and Utz identi-
fied three snapshots allegedly
taken by Flo, of Haider embracing
Toots and of Backus (another Nazi
prisoner) with his arm around Bil=
lie at the Winger ranch, where
apparently prisoners-of-war and
these Japanese-American evacuees

were mingling freely.

brought out that|Oct. 17, 1943—between 1:30 and | Lt. Col. Hannan Recalled

2:30—the three women had driwzni

Lt. Col. William S. Hannan, thene.
.commanding officer of the Trini=
dad camp, now at Camp Campbell,
Ky., was recalled fo the stand to
testify that the maps and other
effects had been brought to the
camp by Sgt. Robert E. Lee and
turned over by him for keeping
to Master Sgt. L. J. Trapato.

Under cross-examination,
Robinson attempted to show,
through Colonel Hannan, that
escapees were not uncommon in
the Trinidad camp during that
period. ;

“Were not four other prisoners
reported missing that night?
Wasn't it actually 7 o'clock Mon=-
day morning before some of them
were reported missing?"” Mr. Rob-
inson asked.

“I don’t recall. I'd have to look

Mr.

* (Continued on Page 11)
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4 THE POST

TREAS(
THREE SISTERS

ARENOTPUTON
WITNESS STAND

Crowds Disappointed as
Women Fail to 1
[es?ify.

(Continued From Page One.)
outside the courtroom, patrolled by
heavily armed guards, were packed
with those seeking admission to
the already 'erowded courtrocm.
Bailiffs Willilam Dolan and Carl
Wilzon, courteous but firm in en-
forcement of the court order that
none who could not find sealts could
gain admission, scurried about the
entire federal building gearching
for additional chairs, The space in-
side the court rail, reserved ordi-
narily for attorneys, newspapermen
and the defendants, was thus filled,
with several members of the bar
finding places to sit on the steps
leading to the judge’s bench.
COURTROOM STILL
JAMMED THURSDAY,

The failure of the sisters to talke ‘

the stand and tell of theiv rela-
tions with the two German soldiers,
Corp. Heinrich Haider, a mule
tender in Erwin Rommel's Afrika
Korps, and Pfe. Herman August

Loescher, decorated and iJn:"sIJhn_nnd i

radio tankman, thrice wounded in
the Rgyptian and *north Africa
eampaign, failed to dampen the
persistence of the crowd Thursday
ar the trinl went into its fourth

day. The hallways outside thel

courtroom were packed again, most-
ly by women, long before the doors
were opened at 9 a. m. Many
brought lunches to eat in the hall-
ways thru the noon recess so they
might be in line again for seats at
the afternoon session. {

The Thursday session was to be
given over to the oratory of the
opposing lawyers Robinson for the
defense, and United States District
Attorney Morrissey and his chief
deputy, Ivor C. Wingren for the
government,

JUDGE MAY GIVE
COMMENT TO JURY.

The closing arguments were to be
preceded by the  delivery of the
court’s instruction. Under federdl
court practice, Judge Symes, in de-
livering the instructions to the jury,
may comment upon the evidence
in the case—a practice which dif-
fers from that of the state courts
in which the judge's instructions
are limited to a cut-and-dried inter-
pretation of the law as written in
the statute books.

The attorneys conferred into a
late hour Wednesday with Judge
Symes relative td the instructions
——a most important phase of the
proceedings. i

The trial, in its closing phases
Wednesday, moved with unlooked
for speed. Robinson cornifined his
case to three wilnesses-—one Mary
Shitara, a sister of the accused
trio, and two Caucasian women
from California who, in other years,
knew the accused as neighbors.
WITNESSES BELIEVE
SISTERS TO BE LOYAL.

Bach of these witnesses, Mrs.
Fthel N. Sherman of Compton,
Calif., and Mrs. Wilma Ann Read-
man of Willmington, Calif,, testi-
fied they believed the sisters to be
“loyal Americans.” 4

Judge Symes interrupted both to
aslk the names of anyone with whom
either had discussed the sisters/
loyalty. Neither could recall a
gpecific conversation of this na-
ture. The women sald they had
lived near the defendants and based
their testimony wupon their ac-
quaintance with the sisters, and
with members of their families.
Robinson sought to make much of
the fact that Toots, Flo and Billie
had been baptized in the Church
of the Brethren, a Christian or-
ganization,

‘TOOTS' PICTURE
FLACED IN RECORD.

Hhe failed to get their baptismal
eertificates into the record. He did
get in a letter from a wonan who

was selling Red Cross pins which j

stated Flo had purchased such a
decoration. He got in a picture
showing Toots in her baptismal
dress—taken thirteen yeavs ago. He
attempted, but failed, to get before
the jury a clipping from a Los An-
geles newspaper which listed Toots'
athletic achievements while in
Inglewood (Calif.) high school.

During the testimony of Mrs.
Sherman, Robinson had Billie's hus-
band come forward for identifica-
tion.

“T know him well,” sald Mrs. Sher-
man. “I have known him since he
was slx months old. His mother
and my husband were schoolmates
back in Indiana.’

Wingren sought to bring out that
Tanigoshl's mother was “a Ger-
man."

“No, just an American,” said Mrs.
St epman with hoaat

SAYS TOOTS WANTED
TO JOIN SERVICE

Mrs. Readman sald sh :
s e had
}[etter from Toots, which she ha:
unfortunately destroyed,” in which
the accused said she “wanted to
join the service but was prevented
from doing so because she had a
13-year-old daughter.”
Mrs. Readman said he
n husband
was serving with an armed force ;1(1
‘thc South Pacific. She said Toots
in a letter, which she also had do:
stroyed, wrote: “The damn Japs
better not get him.” g
That made up th A
Bt p e defendants
At its close Robinso
2 n, for ti
second time during the day, movels

for a directed verdi
Gy ict. His plea was




BOTH SIDES REST IN TREASON”
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CASE WITHOUT HEARING GIRL

iCour&room Crowds Disappointed When Defense |
e
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Fails to Call Jap Sisters to Stand

v As Trial Nears Jury.

The fate of the three Japanese-American Shitars, sisters,
accused of treason in the escape plot of two German prisoners
of war, was to rest in ihe hands of twelve average American
men, comprising the jury sitting in U. 8. District Judge Symes’

court, before nightfall Thursday, Both prosecution and defense
rested their eases Wednesday, N )

Chief Defense Counsel Kenneth [§
W. Robinson elected not to place | ;
his clients, Ms Tsurako (Toots) i
Wallace, 34; Mrs. Shivze (Flo) !
Otani, 33, and Mrs. Billie Shitara [l
Tanigoshi, 31, upon the witness
stand, much to the disappointment {
of the largest crowd ever to seek
entrance to a. trial |n federal court
here,

All day Wednesday the corridors |

(Turn to Page 4—Col. 1.)
s SIS e R it il DO
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|None of Jap-U. S. Sisters Testifie

!

By JACK FOSTER .

Kenneth Robinson concluded hig brief pre entation of defense evidence in behalf of th

three Japanese-American sisters, being tried or frefison in U. S. District Judge J. Foster
N | Symes’ court, a 2[5 Pp.m. yesterday,

Nearly 300 perfond ost] , all of them perspiring an¢

g themselyeg in_th 3 t on the edge of {heir seafs
waiting for Billje and;E‘ and Toots—ag

|

éven by Judge Symes alke the stand,
But Mr, Robinson ¢ lined his|——0o
defense o {he testimoity “of one government alleges the escape plog
of their sisters, Mary, apd two | was hatcl_led, Mary and her sister
Caucasian women friendp  fyom | in-law did the cooking,
California, The crovd, whfch was
ably policeq by Willia P. Dolan, | ¢
deputy U, s, marshal, wag visibly G F
disappointed, ang showed  thep | Wer v anch, and
displeasure by resiiessness png |that pris ar could have
frequent trips to the thilcg-filleq | £otten Toad maps in the Shltaral
water fountain dyy 4 #\jelge 10me, : |
i ‘ i A Did the German prrsoners—ofa
Face Two l"‘""t".’e‘ : war come into your hoyge on the:
Immediately afie, ranch?” Mr. Robinson asked, '
“Frankl_y, I'd say they had free
Tuh of the place,” ghe replied,
tired to Judge Symes’ : “We:s there any literature jn the
: e e ouse?”
formulate ingtr uctions, As”n]?le.ui.y Took What They Wanted
at probably( “There were lots of magazines
will be long ang historie Instryc- f}:};:)qf}}lmy pPaper books ang road
ions jur : 7 ;
extraord iy at has heard ‘an Did the prisoners help them.
[ Two indictments stand against | selves to these?” y
the grim-faceq sisters—Mrs, Billie “Yes, they'd come i and take
Shitara Tanigoshi, Mrs, Florence what”they wanted and go out ang
(Flo) Shivze Otani and Mrs, Tsu- l'eﬁdv :
ruko (Toots) Wallace, Where were the Buards?”
One charges treason, which cap- “They were off eating lunch n
(| ries a penalty on conviction rang- |the distance,” she said, with 511311'-"
ing from $10,000 fine or five yearg’ [ sarcasm, S i
‘| imprisonment to death, 1 On cl'css—exnmmahqn. Mary said
alleges conspiracy to commit {rea- | ‘boral Haider and that
son, for which the maximum pen-
alty on conviction is $10,000 fine
and two yearg in prison.
| Asks Directed Verdict
Court will convene at 9:30 a. m, “When Haider wag in the house:

‘ today to hear the instruetions and what did he go7» Mr. Wingren
| the finaj Arguments, Tt is prop. asked. :




able that a verdict wid be reached
by nightfall.

When the government rested its
| case yesterday morning, Mr. Rob-
inson rose, asked that the jury be
excused, and engaged in an elo-
quent and brilliant plea for a di-
rected verdict of not guilty. Trea-
son in English law dates back to
the days of Henry VIII, when it
was treason to doubt the validity
of His Majesty’s divorces, Mr. Rob-
inspn pointed out-—back to the
black days of the Star Chamber
| trials,

Because of the terriflce penal-
ties invoked then, the early Amer-
ican lawmalkers had written into
1he Conslitution saleguards against
the misuse of treason charges, he
continued. Notable among these
.| safeguards, he declared, was the

constitutional provision that there
‘| must be two eye-witnesses to the
overt act of treason.

Most of Indiciment Stands

“Where are these two wit-
nesses?” he asked. *“It is true that
Haider (Corp. Heinrich Haider,
.| whom the girls are said to have
| helped escape), declared he wil-
| nessed the entire chain of circum-
|| stances. But what about Loescher
(Pfe. Herman August Loescher,
'|the other German prisoner-of-
war)? Loescher could not identily
these three women in the court
{|room. He merely said there were
three women — Billie, Flo and
Tools—who helped him escape.
That's all. Nothing more. Where
| are your two eyewitnesses?”

Furthermore, Mr, Robinson ar-
gued that since one (Haider) was
an anti-Nazi and other (Loesch-
er) could not fight again because
of wounds, there could not pos-
sibly be any aid or comfort to the
enemy in their escape,

Judge Symes denied the molion, |

He struck out charges linking the
prisoners-of-war with certain road
maps, since the government had
not provided the link, but the ma-
jor parts of the indictment stand.

Sisters Called to Stand

Mr. ,Robinson then called Mary
Shitara, a sister of the defendants,
to the sland, She is one of seven
girls and three boys in the Shitara
family, who had been evacuated
from Inglewood, Calif., to Amache,
Colo., following the attack on Pearl
Harbor. When the family became
share-croppers on the Wingar
Ranch near Trinidad, where the

“He talked some, then took mag-
azines and went outside to read.”
“Did many of the prisoners-of-
war read your magazines?” Mr.
Wingren continued.
Loafed During Afternoons

“Oh, yes, they'd get their work:
quota done in the morning, then!
they would usually just loat!
around in the afternoon.”

Mrs. Ethel Sherman, C'nmpton,‘1
Calif., then was called to testify !
that she was a close friend of
Billie. Her husband, she said, '
had known the father of Billie's
husband. He was a Japanese and
married in Indiana to an Amer-
ican woman, she said.

“Wasn't this woman actually ‘a
German?” Mr. Wingren asked in
cross-examination.

“No, just an American,” Mrs.
Sherman replied. .

Mrs. Sherman said she had been
at the hospital when Billie’s child '
was born, and she knew that she
was a loyal American,

Mrs. Sherman said she had |
known Billie’s husband since he
was a six-month-old baby, and
had treated him almost as her own |
son.

“Could you identify him if he
stood up?” Mr. Robinson asked.

“Yes, there he is,” Mrs. Sher-
man said, pointing to a good-look=
ing, - intelligent young man with |
mixed Oriental and Caucasian
features who stood up from among
the spectators. He stood, unem-
barrassed with a calm smile on
his face, looking over the crowded *
courtroom and then sat down.
Shown in Nazi's Arms

Among the evidence, presented
earlier, was a snapshot of this
young man’'s wife, Billie. She was
in the arms of one pf the German
prisoners-of-war,

Despile this ex-h:{r_: cg,

fand has
lv to her

jroughout . the trial
ihey have

lked npp:{rcntly tef
Aring the recessds,
child of five. ’

'Finally Mr. Robinson ¢alled Mrs.
filma Anna Readman, Blooming-
n, Calif., who said she knew well
| the defendants, and {gn Toots
ad lived with her w'vl_ii he was
ing to high school.
“All of them wére’ Ipaptized

hristians in the Chufcj of the

an has seemed atleni}(‘e to Billie

]

this young rethren,” she said. “Tools had

we highest athletic honors jn high
school,” she added, showing a bap-
tismal picture and a newspapex
clipping to prove both points.
During the noon recess, scores o
spectators ate thelr lunch in th
corridors, so they might not lose
their seats. Spectators nabbed all|
but two of the 22 chairs in the
jury's room during this recess, and|
Mr. Dolan had quite a {ime recov-
ering the chairs, so the jury could
have a place to sit while they were

excused.
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2d German

Oct. 16, 1943.

They had helped him and Corp.
Heinvich Haider, he said, but not
so he -could go back and fight
again for Germany.

“No,” he said, speaking again
in that school-book Eisglish which
distinguishes the two, “no, I was
wounded three times. 1 am not
‘|aclive. They have laken my arms.
My country would not call on me
to fight again. 1 have no interest
in going back to renew the war.
I escaped only to get my freedom.”
Ile's Not a Hitler Foe

He did not testify he was an
anti-Nazi as his comrade, Haider,
had done the day before.

He did not say he wanted to join
the Ausirian Legion or the Czecho-
slovakian Legion so that he might
help {o destroy the “Hitler gang,"”
as the ex-Austrian velerinarian
had insisted that he wished to do.

No, Herman August Loescher
had been born in Germany proper
—in Holstein—had worked in a
German bank, wore the Iron Cross
with pride, and he just wanted to
get back to enjoy the Germany
that, he told two of the three Jap-
anese-American girls on their es-
cape ride, he loved.

He éven told two of these girls
—Mrs. Florence (Flo) Shivze
Otani and Mrs. Billie Shitari Tani-
goshi—that he hoped they would
see Germany, too, when the war
was over,

A Tuzzling Aspect

This testimony, coming as the
climax of the morning session of
this historie trial in Federal Dis-
trict Judge J. Fosler Symes’ court,
presented a somewhat new and
confused complexion on the case
from that painted by the brittle
spoken Haider, -

For to hear Haider talk, he was
one of the most violent anti-Nazis,
leader in the Austrian under-
ground, Catholie patriot  who

Testifies U. S.-Jap
Sisters Helped Him Flee Camp

By JACK FOSTER

Wearing the Iron Cross, two emblems for heroism, a red ribbon to indicate he was an
officer candidate—all on a shabby faded Africa Corps jacket—Pfc. Herman August Loescher
yesterday told a federal jury in Denver that the three Japanese-American sisters being
tried for treason had helped him to.escape from the Trinidad prisoner-of-war camp on

Toots was in the front seat with
Haider. .

“Do you recognize this woman?”
Mr. Wingren asked, submitting one
of the embracing pictures of Toots
and Haider.

Told to Be Careful

“Yes, that’'s Flo,” Loescher re-
plied. “I can identify it from a
picture in the paper.”

car on the way to New Mexico?”
Mr. Wingren asked.

the daylight and somebody shoot
me. I told her I wanted to go to
Mexico and South America.
talked about what .a nice place,

there after the war.”

At Wagon Mound, N. M., he said,
the girls surned around aflter a
“night Junch” with them, and they
went on to Watrous, N. M,, where,
after a beer in a tavern, which
he said cost them 90 cents, it be-

rested.
In Anti-Nazi Camp

Under cross - examination, Mr.
Robinson brought out that
Loescher, like Haider, had been
transferred to 'Camp Campbell,
Ky., which is a camp where anti-
Nais are housed, although in open
court Loescher had not said, in so
many words, he was anti-Nai.

“Why were you two drawn to-
L gether,” Mr. Wingren asgked.

“We had been educated, and had
traveled places.
common,” the pfe. replied,

“Were you seriously wounded?"

“Shell splinters pierced my
lung,” Loescher replied. *“I was
buried under a bombshell for four
hours, and this affected the joints
of my hips and shoulders.”

“What did you talk about in the |

“Flo told me to be careful, not |,
to dare too much,” he replied. |,
“She was afraid I might walk in |-

We |i

what a lovely country Germany |:
is, and maybe they could come |:

ing a “big bottle,” they were ar-

Lots of places in |

(
)

| “Toots,”

MIN NIVINNOW AMD0d—S

n
wished to throw off the pagan
Nazi yoke. Yet the two of them
were friends—from the days they
had met in a hospital in Carthage,
North Africa—and they were close
buddies in the Trinidad compound.
The only point of similarily in
their testimony was that neither
| ever intended to fight against the
Allies again.

Trio Watches Intently *

As Loescher spoke under the
questioning of U, S. District Attor- |
ney Ivor O. Wingren and Defense
Attorney Kenneth Robinson, the
three Oriental women—Billie, Flo
and self-contained Mrs. Tsuruko
(Toots) Wallace—leaned forward
and fixed him with their sharp!
black eyes.

Nothing was said about any per-
sonal relations between the two
prisoners - of - war and the three
women., The prisoners had de-
clined on their honor to testify to
anything of this sort, it was under-
stood. Yet these three women

| knew that as he spoke this man,

whom they had aided, was weav-
ing a web of testimony around
them that as a maximum penalty

-] could conceivably end in death.

“I was a radio operator on a tank
and got as far as El Baba, Egypt,”
said Pfc. Loescher (he had previ-
ously been identified as a cor-
vorald, “I was in the retreat
from Libya to Tunisia. I was cap-
tured while I was in the hospital
at Carthage by the British on
May 8, 1943.

Met Three Girls

“T was taken from Oran, North
Alrica, to Norfolk, Va., to Trini-
dad, where I arrived Sept. 1, 1943,
On Oct, 16, 1943, Haider gave me
some civilian clothes and things,
and we escaped from the prison
camp. On the road we met the
three girls in a car.”

Loescher said he did not see the
three women until he got into the
car, and knew them only as
“Billie” and “Flo.” He

said he sat between Billie and Flo

in the back seal, and he thought
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DENVER, Aug. 7 tUP).fHein- tion
rich Haider, thirty-one-year-old livel
corporal in Hitler's Afrika Korps, |tenc
lestified today that Mrs. Fsuruko |Rut
Wallace, thirt_\"—ﬂve-year—o!d Jap- m’.;’.‘]
anese-American, had helped him Nap

and a companion to escape from |ners
the prisoner of war camp at Trin- |[Jam
idad, Col. tore
His testimony was the first of-|Jam
fered as the government began the |Statl
.|treason trial of three Japanese- [cust
American women, accused of help- |of ¥
- ling Haider and a fellow German
soldier in the escape plot.

She gave him civilian clothing
and six maps to help him get
away after she first tried to dis-
suade him from making the at-
tempt, Haider said.

“She feared I might be shot by
one of the guards, but I tola her
that with my friend 1 was re-
solved to attempt the escape,”
Haider explained.

Mrs. Wallace, who was known as
Toots to her friends and relatives,
was referred to as Toots through-
out Haider's testimony. b

Haider testified over the slrenu-
o1}s objection of Kenneth Rob-
inkon, court-appointed defense
attorney.

The three defendants, facing
possible death sentences if con-
victed, earlier had listened quietly
as _a government attorney out-
lin®d the case.
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' Display No Emotion

Both of the Germans, as well as
the women, speak and understand
English, but their faces displayed
no emotion as Ivor Wingren, As-
sistant United States District At-
torney, told a jury of five salesmen
and eight other men of various
occupations that the government
would attempt to prove that the
women had committed treason by
helping the Germans to escape
from a prisoner of war camp near
Trinidad, Col., last Oct. 17. They
face a possible death penalty if
convicted. t

The charges have been denied
by the sisters, who readily admit-
ted at the time of their arrest that
they had become acquainted wlth
the Nazis while working with them
on a farm and were, in fact, so
well acquainted that two of the
women posed for pictures while in
the arms of the Germans.

The other two women are Mrs.
Florence , Shivze Otani, Lhirty-
three, and Mrs.  Billle Shitara
Tanigoshi, thirty-two.

It is the government's conten-
tion that the sisters, who were
born at Inglewpod, Calif., and
graduated from the Inglewood
High School but were brought to
Colorado in the avacuation of
West Coast Japanese and Japa-
nese-Americans, had given the
Germans a flashlight, several
maps, a railroad timetable, some
money, an automobile and some
civilian clothing to help them get
to Mexico after their escape from
the Trinidad camp,

Free Only Two Days

But the Germans — Corporals
Haider and Herman August | ™
Loescher—were recaptured near|®
Watrous, N. M., after only two
da:s of freedom.

As Mr. Wingrin éutlined the
government's case, it appeared
that the chief witness for the
prosecution would he Ernest
Rivera, another employee of the
farm where German prisoners ’
from the Trinidad camp and|’
Japanese - Americans from the
relocation center at Amache,
Colo., had been taken to help with
the onion harvest, t

Mr. Rivera, said Mr, Wingrin,
would testify that he heard Mrs.
Wallace whisper to Haider that
"We have something for you.”
The “something,” said Mr. Win-
Bren, was a brown package which
had been hidden under a hukh.
Haider picked up the package,
stuffed it in his lunch basket, and
walked away. The package, it
was presumed, contained supplies
which the Germans used in their
escape,
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Jury Likely To Get Case
Of 3 Nippon-American
Sisters By Noon

DENVER, Aug. 9.—(P)—With a]l;
testimony in, government and de-|
fense attorneys lined up their legal’
artillery tonight to clash in final
arguuments tomorrow over the gullt
or innocence of three
American  slsters
treason.
U. S. District Attorney Thomas,
J. Morvissey predicted the case will
be handed to a federal court jury'
before noon.
None of the sisters—Mrs. Tsur-
uko “Tools” Wallace, 35 Mrs. Flor-
ence "I'lo” Shivze Otani, 33, and
Mrs. Billie Shitara Tanigoshi, 32—
testified in rebuttal of charges that
they provided the means by which
two German prisoners of war es-
caped from the Trinidad, Colo., in-
ternment cap. The break was made
by IHeinrich Haider and Herman
August Loescher, both 31, former
members: of the routed Afrika
korps, last October 16. They were
recaptured two days later and tes-
tified against the sisters.
Three Defense Witnesses
Defense Attorney Kenneth Rob-
inson summoned only three wit-
nesses in confrast to a list of ap-
proximately 20 paraded before the
jury by the prosecution.
Ile decided mot to put the de-
fendants on  the stand, he ex-|
plained, heeause the governmerit
alveady had made a major point !
for the defense. This, Robinson| !
said, was Haider's testimony that|
he fled the camp to fight the Nazis
whom he said he had opposed in
the Austrian underground before [
heing into the German|:
army.
The Iawyer claimed that this
proved the Shitara sisters had no
intention of aiding an enemy
power, 1
One of the three defense wit-
nesses was Mary Shitara, 23, a
resident—like her sisters—of the ||
Granada relocation center at
Amache, Cole. The other two were
Mrs, IEthel Sherman of Compton,
Calif., and Mrs. Wilma Anna Read-
man of Bloomington, Calif, who
said they were friends of the Shi-

taras in California before their
evacuation.
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" in answer

CONTRACTED wiTH T

" FARMER LAST SEPTEMBER,

Government Closes
And Jury May Get Lot
Case by Night

Shitara, a brother, George, and
brother, Shiz, together with Mary

Toots, EBillle and Flo, contractet

with a farmer, Lioyd Winger, to

It was Patrick Henry who,

under far different circum.
| stances than thoge recorded
here, said: “‘If this be treason—i

harvest his onion erop on a 600-acre
farm, nineteen miles from Trinida d.
All went there to live— Mary, Toots,
the brothers and the father in “the
big house,” Billia and - Flo in a
smaller one-room affair nearby, A
Mexican family alse shared the hig

ouse,
€ In the meantime, a prisoner-of-
make the most of it,"’ %a.trick :;'su- camp had been set up at Trini-
e : \ £ .. ad and Winger contracted for an
:‘7 nry's "r"é‘dsf it ,Fe‘”’ oped allotfent of prisoners—sometimes
ednesday, sum up, in e feck,' the twenty a day, sometimes as many
entire defense of the sisters Shitara as forty—to come to the ranch and
—Toots, Flo and Billi=—on tria] for errrl; t‘;'itth the Shitaras. It was the
their Tives on ' chir 2 : rule at two armed guards, gol-
biefoss & Yurer b at?grﬁu;g Armfai?:;g: dmr;sd of the military nolice escort
in the court of Unjted States Dis- E:::q ehould Accompany the pris-

i : Symes, \ /[ -

med in the indictments PAYS THAT FOLLOWED

ruko (Toots) Wallace, WERE GAY, ;
a (Caucasian shipyard | The picture painted in court indi-
X Mrs. Shitara (Billie) Tan-| ecated the days which followed were
Igoshi, 32, wifa of & white-Tapanese' not only pleasant hut gay. Winger
evacuee, and Mys, Shivzé (31«? testifled he supplied cases of beer
O_r:m:, 33, may learp U}eir-’ff{. byt —a full case every day—to the Ger-
“.o‘rlnesday night. ~ s mans, Mary told how the soldiers
_llm BEovernment gt 9:30 a, of the reich would wander up to
Wednesday closeq ite ease, both the “blg house” and to the
opened Monday Mmorning. “little house,” where the sisters
Shitara lived. The prisoners, Mary,
said, would “walle right in at any
time.” Haider so walked. So did
a “boy” she identified as “Fritz”
with whom she got acquainted. The
.pt'isnnerﬁ of war would make them-

selves right at home,

“There were magazines and
funny papers and comic books—and
maps,"” said Mary, “and they would
help themselves to these.” She said
the prisoners, thru the October aft-
ernoons, would go into the fields
and sit about reading the comics
and the books and magazines,

Under cross-examination she gaid

she “guessed it was all right for
they (the prisoners) had completed
their quota of work in the morning
and could do as they pleased in the
afternoon.”
These long leisuie
ones In which th
Haider

her, Tak;

m, !
which |
Shortly|

plea of
> e Counsel Kenneth w.
Robinson for a directed verdiet,
TWO OVERT ACTS
HELD FROM Jury,

The coutt, in orflering that the
case go to.the juty. for decision,
tid give Robinson a partial victory
by ordering that two “ovért acts"__
'Wo portionsi-gf the fedaral grand
Iy’s indictment, which charged
the women with giving “aid and
comfort to the enemy," ‘be withhelq
from  the jury. fTheen portions
which the Eovernfant rpplpsentedl
by District Attorney bfm-rlsspy and
his assistant, Ivor o, ngren
freely  admitted it had faf]e to,
prove by the required evidehc‘t of
two witneskes, relateq to the kivihg
of maps by the women to two Ger-

S : hours were the
man prisoners of war,

e pictures, showing

The prisoners are Cor
Haider P
who

from the war
I'vinidad, Colo.

p. Henrich
fe. Herman August
, allegedly, escaped
prisoner camp near
» last Oct. 16, with
the ajd of the three JapaAnese-
\meriean women, 4

This pair, dresse
'!miforms, took the
'or the Zovernimeyy,

and his “kamerad” in pas-

in tHeir Nagzj
| Witness stand [
Haider {denti-

ft as fhose WHa,
to his pleadings, gave
him money, eivilian lothing, ‘food,
a flashlight, and the dfsplited road
maps, driving him, 4 Ykama-
rad” from TPriniddd 1 Wagon
Mound, N.'"M. | Sxﬁ e said he had
made the tHy, With threa wom n,
but “hecause it wha dusty (dar
inside the automoblle” he coul
not, he sald, make positive Identifi-
catioh of any of the defendants In
the courtroom,

Halder had tdatified that he, on a
farm where Gdimian pr oners of
war worked with the!.j panese-
American womén, menibep of the
evacue camp from Amaghe; nenr
Lamar, Cola., had Mpoked far ple-
tures” with {he accliged. Thege pic-
tures, introdyucded in cburt &howed
Haider and "“THots” Ih' a passionate
embrace. Othdr pictures showed
anothér prisoner, hot involved in
the case, Marcls
gister “Billie” i

HAIDER SAID NE -~
HATED “HITLEFR GANG.”

In giving bfs testimony Halder
gaid he, In asking aid from the
sisters, told them ha “hated the Hit-
ler gang.” He {bld them, he said,
that the reason he wanted to esca pe
was %0 he could join“the Austrian
Legion, ap wndergfdund movement,
return to %‘.kl wmny-and fight Hitler,

It was this testitnony which Rob-
inson will use #s his defense—the
defense that “if this bg treason. , . ."

Robinson, at the on  recess

n
V/ednesﬂa‘?, nnnun? '('lzhe would
not placé the accused

Backus, and the
‘g,ly postures,

frien
M

the stand.
He produced one witness for the de-
fense before adjourn Clﬁnt, Mary
Shitara, a younger sisfhr of the
accused trio. He wasfto produce
only two more-#two, s gaid,
would testify td the ghod character
of the Bhital slsi& during their
residence ih California before the
war, With the irstim}n_\'_'ﬂf Mary
Shitara, Rohinson 1aldfthg ground-
work for this ar-gummﬁt to the jury
in favor df acquitfal.
SISTERR RELATES
AMAZING STORY,
It was an amazing slory Mary
Shitara told. It linked with other
bits of testimony, given in the gov-
ernment’s behalf, to pleture eondi-
tions on the farm where the Ger-
man 8oldiers and the Shitara sisters
met, in the prisoner-of-war camp,
‘and at the Japanese relocation cen-
ter at Amache,
Maty Shitara palnted the pleture
of het family and of its background,
The sisters—seven in all-—and three
brothers are California born. Be-
fore the war they lived in Ingle-
wood, a Los Anzeles suburb. Wheh
the army ordered the evacuation of
all Japanese from the west coast,
the family, headed by the father,

sionate embraces with Toots and
Elllie, were taken. It was during
these afternoons that, Halder al-
leged, he told the sisters of his de-
sire to return to Germany—to fight
iermany in the Austrian under.
grotnd.

As the teatimony progressed more
of the life led by thesa people—~the
Japanese - Americans evacuated
from the west coast by army order
hecause their very presence was
held to be agalnst the peace and
ecurity of our nation at war, and
the betihboned soldlers of the Ger-
man reich—was described,

G-Man Richard H. Nelson on the
witness stand related the stories he
sald Tdots and Billie told him, The
sisters, he said, told how they would-
g0 into nearby Trinidad. There
were storles of their going to hars.
He eald they told him they met
Amerlcan soldiers there—the guards
from the prisoner-of-war camp.
These Americans, Nelson quoted
the sisters as saying, pleaded with
the women to accompany them to
Las Vegas, N. M., for gay times,
HAD GASOLINE TO GO

TO LAS VEGAS, N. M.

Nelson explained, quoting the sls-
ters,, that the bars of Las Vegas
and the dancehalls there were open
later than were those in Trinidad,
The sisters had an automoblile, The
testimony showed they had the gas-
oline to make the trip.

Why, many in the ecourtroom
asked, as the story unfolded, would
anyone want to “escape” from a life
such as this? "

There was female companlonship
—most responsive companionship,
according to the pictured evidence.
There was heer—free heer upon the
farm, There was little work—a
“quota” to be filled in the morning
with long houra of afternoons in
which to loaf in the antumn sun.
The answer to that guestion was
to be Robinson's plea for acquittal, '

WILL SAY GERMANS
OPPOSED NAZISM.

The Germans, he was to say, were
so consumed with a hatred for the
Nazis that they would give up thid
safety from war and treatment
never previously known to be ac-
corded fan enemy of the country—
give it up to return to Germany to
fight what they held to be wrong.

Robinson, in asking for a directed
verdict, advanced this theory to
Judge Symes. The court replied:

“Nazi and anti-Nazi are but two
political parties—these men are citi-
zens of and members of the armed
forces of thé German reich.”

Robinson, in his eclosing argu-
ment, was to say that the sisters,
loyal Americans, felt, after coming
under what the attorhey calls “the
spell of Halder,” that in Helping the
man escape they wete actually do-
ing the Allied cause a service,

was sént to the Amache eamp,

That is the defense in America’s
third treason trial of World war
1I—a treason trial in which the
government eah, if it will, ask for
Jthe death penalty,

It is the defense of the slsters
Shitara—Toots and Billie and Fla.
 “If this be treason, make the |
most of 1" 4
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T B- S 01 broke the poker-f_a.ced
. WO , lg ml eS composure of Corp. Hein-
rich Haider and Pfe. Herman August Loescher, German pris-
‘oners of war, who appeared happy about gomething during &
recess Tuesday afternoon in the treason trial hera\'\ef three
Japanese-American gisters accused of helping them ' escape
from the prison camp near Trinidad, Colo. Guarding the ﬁ’

oners is U. 8. Lieut. Dorwin M. Barr, center.—A. P.«pho

Corporal Halder. Lieutenant Barr,




Defense Ends Case
Without Jap-American

Nearly 300 persons, mostly
women, all of them perspiring and
fanning themselves in the sullry
room, sat on the edge of their
seats waiting for Billie and Flo
and Toots—as the defendants are
called even by Judge Symes—to
take the stand.

But Mr. Robinson confined his
defense {o the testimony of one
of their sisters, Mary, and two
Caucasian women friends from
California. The crowd, which was
ably policed by William P. Dolan,
deputy U. S. marshal, was visibly
disappointed, and showed their
displeasure by restlessness and
frequent trips to the thrice-filled
water fSuntain during recesses.
Face Two Indictments

Immediately after the defense
rested, Mr. Robinson, Thomas Mor-
rissey, U. S. district attorney, and
his assistant, Ivor Q. Wingren, re-
tired to Judge Symes' chambers to
1ormulate instructions. At an early
haur 25t evening they still were
in conferchee over what probably
will be long ™nd historic instruc-
|tinns to » ,ury that has heard an
pal- .dInary case.

o .wo indictments stand against
wie grim-faced sisters—Mrs. Billie
Shitara Tanigoshi, Mrs. Florence
(Flo) Shivze Otani and Mrs. Tsu-
iruko (Tools) Wallace.

One charges {reason, which car-
ries a penalty on conviction rang-
ing from $10,000 fine or five years’
imprisonment to death. The other
alleges conspiracy to commit trea-
son, for which the maximum pen-
alty on conviction is $10,000 fine
and two years in prison,

Asks Dirvecled Verdict

Court will convene at 9:30 a. m.
today to hear the instructions and
the final arguments. It is prob-
able that a verdict will be reached
i by nightfall.

When the government rested ils
'case yesterda ymorning, Mr. Rob-
‘inson rose, asked that the jury be
excused, and engaged in an elo-
quent and brilliant plea for a di-
rected verdict of not guilty., Trea-
son in English law dales back to
the days of Henry VIII, when it
was (reason {o doubt the validity
of His Majesty’'s divorces, Mr, Rob-
inson pointed out—back to the
black days of the Star Chamber
trials,

Because of the terriflce penal-
ties invoked then, the early Amer-
ican lawmakers had written into
the Conslitulion safeguards against
the misuse of treason charges, he
continued. Notable among these
safeguards, he declared, was the
Constitutional provision that there
must be two eye-witnesses to the
overt act of treason,

Most of Indictments Stand

“Where are these two wit-
nesses?” he asked. “It is true that
Haider (Corp. Heinrvich Haider,
whom the girls are said to have
helped escape), declared he wi-
nessed the entire chain of circum-

oisters Taking Stand

By JACK FOSTER
Kenneth Robinson concluded his brief presentation of
defense evidence in behalf of the three Japanese-American
sisters, being tried for treason in U. 8. District Judge J. Fos-
ter Symes’ court, at 2:50 p. m. yesterday.

stances. But what about Loescher
(Pfe. Herman August Loescher,
the other German prisoner-of-
war)? Loescher could not identify
these three’ women in the court
room. He merely said there were
three women — Billie, Flo and
Tools—who helped him escape.
That's all. Nothing more. Where
are your two eyewitnesses?”

Furthermore, Mr. Robinson ar-
gued that since one (Haider) was
an anti-Nai and the other (Loesch-
er) could not fight againy because
of wounds, there could not pos-
sibly be any aid dor comfort to the
enemy in their escape.

Judge Symes denied the motion,
Hg struck out charges linking the
prisoners-of-war with certain road
maps, since the government had
r_lot provided the link, but the ma-
Jor parts of the indictment stand
Sisters Called to Stand

Mr. Robinson then called Mary
Shilara, a sister of the defendants
tc_) the stand. She is one of seven
girls and thre boys-in the Shitara
family, who had been evacuated
from Inglewood, Calif., to Amache,
Colo,, following the attack on Pearl
Harbor. When the family became
share-croppers on the Winger
Ranch near Trinidad, where the
government alleges the escape plot
was hatched, Mary and her sister-
in-law did the cooking.

Her testimony was designed to
show there was carelessness in
handling prisoners-of-war, who
were working on the ranch, and
that prisoners-of-war could have
gotten road maps in the Shitara
home,

“Did the German prisoners-of=
war come into your house on the
ranch?” Mr. Robinson asked.

“Frankly, I'd say they had free
run of the place,” she replied.

“Was there any literature in the
house?™
Took What They Wanted

“There were lots of magazines
and funny paper books and road
maps."

“Did the prisoners help them-
selves to these?”

“Yes, they'd come in and take
what they wanted and go out and
read.”

“Where were the guards?”

“They were off eating lunch in
the distance,” she said, with slight
sarcasm.

On cross-examinatibn, Mary said
she knew Corporal Haider and that
he had been in the house at least
twice, He is the one whose pic-
ture with his arms around Tools
is alleged to have been taken by
Flo.

“When Haider was in the house
what did he do?" Mr. Wingren
asked.

“He talked some, then took mag-
azines and went outside to read.”

“Did many of the prisoners of
war read your magazines?” Mr.
Wingren continued.
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By United Press

DENVER, Aug. 11—Three Japanese-American siste:

Mrs. Wallace
The jury found the sisters Innocent

of the much more serious charge of
treason, under which they could have
been sent to the gallows.

Maximum punishment is two years’

| imprisonment and a $10,000 fine.

The sisters’ defense had been that

they were not motivated by treason
but by love,

Judgs Foster Symes sald he did not

belleve the defendants were guilty of
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JAP GIRLS TRIAL
NEARING DECISION
"IN DENVER COURT

DENVER, Aug. 9.— (AP) — With
all testimony in, government and
defense attorneys lined up their
legal artillery Wednesday night to
clash in final arguments Thursday
over the guilt or innocence of three
Japanese-American sisters charged
with treason,

U. S. District Attorney Thomas J.
Morrissey predicted the case will
be handed to a federal court jury
before noon.

None of the sisters, Mrs. Tsuru-

ko “Toots” Wallace, 35; Mrs. Flor-
ence 'Flo” Shivze Otani, 33, and
Mrs. Billie Shitara Tanigoshi, 32—
| testified in rebuttal of charges that
ithey provided the means by which
two German prisoners of war es-
‘capcd from the Trinidad, Colo., in-
ternment camp. The break was
made by Heinrich Haider and Her-
man August Loescher, both 31, for-
mer members of the routed Afrika
|corps, last Oct. 16. They were re-
|eaptured two days later and testi-
fied against the sisters.
i Defense Attorney Kenneth Rob-
jinson summoned only three wit-
nesses in contrast to a list of ap-
proximately 20 paraded before the
jury by the prosecution.

He decided not to put the defend-;
ants on the stand, he explained, be-l
cause the government already had
'made a major point for the de-
fense. This, Robinson said, was
Haider's testimony that he fled the
camp to fight the nazis whom he
said he had opposed in the Austri-
an underground before belng draft-
ed into the German army.




DENVER, COLO.—CONVICTED OF CONSPIRACY—These three
Japanese-American sisters today were convicted of conspiracy
to commit treason by aiding the escape of two German war
prisoners! They are (left to right) Mrs. Florence “Flo” Shivze
Otanl, 33; Mrs. Blllie Shitara Tanigoshi, 32, and Mrs. Tsuruko
“Toots” Wallace, 35. i 1 —A. P. Wirephoto.
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3 Japanese Sisters,
Guilty of Conspiracy,
Escape Death Penally|

By (he Assoclaled Press.

DENVER, Aug. 11.—Three Jap-|
anese-American sisters accused
of helping two German prisoners

escape from an internment eamp
were convicted by a Federal
Court jury today of conspiracy
to commit treason, #nd were ac-
quitted of treason charges.

Judge J, Foster Symes withheld
imposition of sentence, which, un-
der the law, may not exceed Lwo
years in prison and $10,000 fine. If
théy had been convicted of treason, |
the penalty could have been death,
Defense Attorney. Kenneth W.|[
‘Roblnsbn said he had not deter-
‘Imined whether to seek a new trial
or whether he will appeal.

The defendants—Mrs. Tsuruko
“Toots” Wallace, 35; Mrs. Florence
“Flo” Shivze Otani, 33, and Mrs.
Billie Shitara Tanigoshi, 32—ex-
hibited no emotion when the ver-
dict, reached by the jury last night
and then sealed, was read in court
this morning.

Judge Says Verdict Is Falr,

Judge Symes told the jury he
thought the verdict was “‘very fair,”
|and added that he, too, believed the
sisters innocent of the first count,
charging treason.

“All T can say is the defendants’
remark, ‘How can they find us gullty
of conspiracy if they find we did
not have intent to ald Germany?'”’
Mr. Robinson sald. “It would look
like a compromise verdict.” i

United States Attorney Thomas J.
Morrissey’s only comment on the|
outcome of America’s third treason |
trial of this war was, “The jury has ||
spoke "
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(Continued From Page 5)

envelo’pe_ to him, and, as silence
cried out for the decision, Judge
Symes read it over himself,

“The clerk will read the ver-
dict,” he said.

Court Clerk Walter Bowman
rose—the full six feet of him—
cleared his throat, and read:

“We, the jury, find the defend-
ants not guilty on the first count.”

They had been found not guilty
of the greatest erime an American
can commit—the crime of treason,
The three sisters edged farther out
on their seats, and Flo, the most
emotional of the three, bit her lip
and gripped a handkerchief,

NMr. Bowman went on.

“We, the jury, find the de-
fendants guilty of—"

Guilty, But Not of Treason

There it was—guilty of conspir-
acy to commit treason.
dict that had been freely predicted
among most Who had followed the
trial—a compromise VEﬁdiCt, per-
haps—but a verdiet that would
punish these three women for a
Brave crime, yet not smear them
completely with the conviction that
they had adhered to the enemy’s
cause during war times.

The expression of Toots—the
seli-conlained woman of 34, the
natural leader of the three—did
net change. She continued to stare
calmly, dispassionately, aloofly at
the clerk wifo now had taken his
seat again. Billie, the most deli-
cale of the three, scemed to slide
deeper into her seat, with a hand-
kerchief to her lips. And Flo—
Flo who always wore a large pic-
ture hat despite her plumpness—
looked down through a sudden fily
of moisture,

But there was no outery—no
demonstration. Tt had come and,
with the stolidness they have
maintained throughout these pro-
found democratic proceedings, they
admiltedly were ready to take the
consequences. They only said when
you asked them at the moment
ol their conviction—and they all
said it about the same:

“How can it be conspiracy to
commit treason—if we're not
guilty of treason?”

Judge Symes however,

speakin
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The ver-

- 9.-Jap Q0K |
On Charge of Plotting Treason

judge of the United States of’
America, applauded whole-heart-
edly the vardict, i

“Gentlemen,” ha said, “I per-
sonally think that you have ar-!
rived at a fair and broper -verdict.
After listening to all the evidence,
I cannot believe that these defend-
ants were guilty of harming the,
United States and aiding the goy-
ernment of Germany. I do not be-
lieve they are guilty of treason
on the first count. Thank you,
gentlemen, for the care you have
given in cosidering all the evidence
in this casa.” :

There it was—the third trial for
treason in American courls in
World War II now ended. And our
country’s record of never having.
given the death penalty for treason
had been continued. |




S0 apﬂ Sisters Guilt

of Helping Nazi POWs"

By United Press )

DENVER, Aug. 11—Three Japanese-American sisters were con-
victed today of conspiracy to commit treason by helping two
German soldiers escape from a war prison camp.

14

Mrs. Wallace

The jury found the sisters innocent
of the much more serious charge of
treason, under which they could have
been sent to the gallows.

Maximum punishment is two years’
limprisonmenb and a $10,000 fine.

The sisters’ defense had heen that
they were not motivated by treason
but by love,

Judge Foster Symes said he did not
believe the defendants were guilty of
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Mrs. Otani

treason because they apparently had
no intention of helping the Reich. !
The defendants are Mrs. Tsuruko
(Tools) Wallace, Mrs. Billie Tanigoshl
and Mrs. Florence (Flo) Otani.
During the trial a photograph was
exhibited showing Mrs. Wallace in the
embrace of one of the Nazis. ‘The

Germans were the principal witnesses |
2gainst the sisters.
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Tiree Jap-U.S. Sisters

Convicted of Plotting
Treason to Ask Retrial

By JACK

FOSTER

Kenneth Robinson, court-appointed defense attorney, an-
nounced he will file a motion within a few days for a new trial
lin the treason-conspiracy conviction of the three Japanese-

{ American sisters, Toots, Flo
fate at 9:30 a. m. yesterday.

Mr. Robinson will base his plea
before Federal District Judge J.
Foster Symes on the theory that if
these Nisei sisters are innocent of
the high crime of treason, as the
jury found, they likewise are inno-
cent of the charge of conspiracy
to commit ireason—on which the
jury found them guilty.

“If they're innocent of one
charge, they are, by all that's log-
ical,sinnocent of the other charge.”

This will be the argument of the
slender, gray-haired trial counsel
who, without compensation, paying
many of the expenses involved
himself, defended with such elo-
quence the women who had been
accnsed of aiding two German pris-
oners-of-war to fly the coop at
Trinidad. )

In the event Judge Symes denies
{he motion—and his own statement
from the bench lauded the verdict
__Mr. Robinson has not decided
whether he will take the case to
the Circuit Court of Appeals.
Three Are Held in Jail

As for the three apparently un-
disturbed sisters—Mrs., Tsuruko
(Toots) Wallace, Mrs. Florence

and Billie, who heard 1_;heir

to Wagon Mound, N. M., on the
moenlight night—a night designed
for romance—last October,

The weight of evidence, accumu-
lated by District Attorney Thomas
Morrissey and his assistant, Ivor
0. Wingren, against them was, of
course, overwhelming. And this
is the reason that Mr, Robinson
laid it all to love—the love of a
maid for a man. -

“Did you girls love these men,
Toots?" she was asked, as they
prepared to go over to county jail
and as the jurors took their hats to
return to their daily jobs.

“We used to see them at the
farm. They were all right,” she
replied,

“But what about those snap-
shots? Those pictures of you and
Billie in the prisoners’ arms? What
did your husbands say about
those?” i

“Oh, they were sore all right.
My husband works in the ship=
yards on the coast, and he was
mighty sore when he saw them in
the paper. And Billie’s husband
just hit the roof. But that's all a
thing of the past now. We're for=-
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with 1t a possible gallows sen-
tence.

They were not limp and quiet
{and grateful that the long strain
1now was over, and they could
rest, for the moment at least,
without a nightmare of apprehen-
sions.

They were actually sore — sore
they had been found guilty at all.
Sore because these 12 serious and
painstaking men had arrived at
what looked like a compromise
verdict. Sore because they had be-
lieved the convicting stories of
these two soldiers of the Reich—
Corp. Heinrich Haider and Pfec.
Hermann August Loescher.

Deny Ailding in Flight

For, from the start; Billie and
Toots and Flo have insisted -they
never helped the prisoners to
escape. They did not take the
stand to say so, of course. But in
conversation they have vowed they

Itié Littig girls will go back to
live with the grandparents in
Amache to await the return some=
time of their mothers.

It was a dramatic scene yester-
day morning—there in the majesty
of a U. S. Court—as 12 men who,
in the midst of war-time emo-=
tions, were performing one of the
highest duties of Americans, filed
in shortly before 9:30 a. m. They
had reached their verdict at 10:325
the night before. George O.
Schmidt, foreman, held the ver=
dict in a large sealed envelope,
Judge Is Prompt I

Promptly at 9:30 Judge Symes
stgpped through the black cur-
tains that flow down from tihe
shining gold eagle above his oak
chair. : ;

“Have you reached your verdict,
gentlemen?” he asked.

Mr. Schmidt handed the largas

never drove them from Trinidad
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In These lUnited

States

Three U.S.-

Jap Sisters

Convicted of Conspiracy

Women Who Aided Escape of Germans
Liable to Two-Year Terms in Prison

(Flo) Shivze Otani and Mrs. Billie Deiverd bug A hED
Shitara Tanigoshi—they will ap-
pear before Judge Symes Wlthl‘n
three days to receive sentence, This

sentence will range up to two

ghen ' ‘lﬁHnEE Japanese-American sisters were convicted today of cr

Tanigoshi Bids Wife Good-by spiracy to commit treason by helping two Germans to escape fri
And, indeed, as far as Billie's a prisoner of war camp,

husband—William Tanigoshi—was The jury found the sisters innocent of the more serious chan

years in prison, $10,000 fine, or
both,

Last night all three of them were
lounging at County Jail—the first
appearance there for the youngest
(31) and daintiest of the three,
Billie, who had been allowed _her
freedom fo take care of her five-
vear-old daughter, Charlene.

" They were not pitifully relieved,
| as most would be, that they h.ad
been found innocent of the major
charge of treason, which carries

concerned, it seemed to have been
forgolten, He gave her a tender
good-by as the three of them were
driven to the jail—a good-by with
Tools’ delicate little nine-year-old
daughter, Diane, on one side, and
his own brownish-haired {five-
year-old daughter, Carlene, on tho
other. Mr. Tanigoshi’'s mother was
a white American, and his daugh-
ter has the pale eyes and the
brownish hair of this Anglo-Saxon

of treason under which they could

have been sent to the gallows.

The penalty will be set by Fed-
eral Judge J. Foster Symes. The
maximum punishment is two
years imprisonment’' and a fine
of $10,000. |

The sisters' defense had been
that they were not motivated by |
treason but by love when they
helped the Germans flee the pri-
son camp.

.They sat wilhout a show of
emolion as the sealed wverdict,
}\'hich had been reached by the
Jury last night, was read in court.

Judge Symes said he did not
believe the defendants were guilly
of treason, because they appar-
gntly had no intention of helping
the Reich.

The defendants are Mrs. Tsu-
ruko “Tools” Wallace, Mrs. Billie
Tanigoshi, and Mrs. Florence
“Flo” Otani.

ot
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Helped German Prisoners to Escape

Three Sisters Who

‘ ‘Associaled Press wirephoto
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These three Japanese-American sisters were found guilty by a Denver Tmferrr.? ;:ra:ﬁr:fbfr;.co;;::e"c:
charge in nid}rrg tiwo Germans to escape fram an internment camp. Left to ng‘;.," 3 .

b Shivze Otani, Mrs. Billie Shitara Tanigoshi and Mra; Tsuruko n ac . :
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Of Plotting but

Not of Treason

Three Japanese Americans
Face 2 Years in Prison
as Aiding Nazi Captives

s
| DENVER, Aug. 11 (/P)—Three
IJapnneso—Amerinnn sisters apcused
|of helping two German prisoners
of war escape from internment
camp were convicted by a United
States District Court jury today of
conspiracy to commit treason, and
were acquitted of treason charges.

The sisters waited in the Denver
county jail tonight for Judge J.
Foster Symes to pass sentence on
them. A jury of men deliberated
behind locked doors for ten hours,
then voted to convict Mrs. Tsuruko
Wallace, thirty-five years old; Mrs.
Florence Shivze Otani, thirty-
three, and Mrs. Billie Shitara
Tanigoshi, thirty-two, on the
second count of an indl_ctment
charging treason and conspiracy to
commit treason.

i | [verdict was a “compromise.”

|wife of a white shipyard worker

|come they find us guilty of con-

| [J. Morrissey:

i |jury its verdict was “very fair."”

[ break last October from the Trini-

~ The wonien, who  had been
evacuated from Inglewood, Calif,,
to' the Granada relocation center
at Amache, Col., would have faced
a possible death sentence under the
treason charge. Now the maximum
punishment that may be imposed
upon them is two years in Federal
prison and $10,000 fine.

Judge Symes did not Indicate
when he will sentence the sisters.
He allowed Kenneth Robinson,
defense attorney, three days in
which to file a new trial motion.

Mr. Roblhson speculated that the
“It
would look like the jury felt some
punishment should be meted out
and took the only course open to
mete it out,” he sald.

The sisters, two of whom are|
mothers, received the verdict with-
out flinching. Then Mrs. Wallace,
in California, demanded: ‘“How|
spiracy when we are not guilty
of treason?”

The verdict brought only this
cryptic observation from United
States District Attorney Thomas
“The jury hnas
spoken.” Judge Symes told the

The two prisoners who the gov-
ernmehnt said were helped in their

dad, Col., prisoner-of-war enclos-
ure by the Shitara sisters, have
gone back to internment at Camp
Campbell, Ky. The prisoners—
Heiprich Haider and Herman Au-
gust ILoescher, both thirty-one,
who fought for Rommel in North
Africa until their capture—testi-
fied for the government In the
four-day trial.

In the other two treason cases
of this war, Max Stephan, nat-
uralized German, of Detroit, was
sentenced to hang for aiding in
the escape of a Nazi flyer interned
in Canada. His sentence was com-
muted to life imprisonment. In
the other, three Chicago couples—
relatives and friends of one of
eight German saboteurs spirited
onto the Atlantic coast by sub-
marine—were convicted of trea-
son, but the verdicts were reversed.
In a retrial, one defendant was

cenvicted again, :
el e Y - Y J




JA? GIRLS’ FATE PUT UP TO JURY
AS TREASON ARGUMENTS END

Government in Closing Address Scoffs at Defense
* Claim Love Was Motive of Women in Aid-
ing Escape of War Prisoners.

The fate of the sisters Shitara rested Thursday afternoon in
the hands of twelve average Americans—the federal jurors gath-
lered from farm, village and town to pass upon the charges of
treason against them.

The case, the third treason trial in the United States in

iWorld- war II, was placed in the
jury’s hands at 12:29 p. m. Thursday
iafter closing arguments delivered
iby Kenneth W. Robinson, for the
defense, and United States District
Attornev Morrissey and his chief
trial deputy, Ivor O. Wingren.
. The jury then went to lunch. It
was to return for deliberations at
2:30 p. m,

The jurors had been given two
. widely conflicting theories of the
: (Turn to Page4—Col.1.) |
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JURY DELIBERATING
GOVERNMENT DERIDES DEFENSE
CLAIM LOVE MOTIVATED ACTS

Jap Sisters’ Counsel Says They Merely Were
Imprudent, but Prosecution Brands
Women as ‘Benedict Arnolds’,

(Continued From Page One.)
emotions which, it was admitted,
motivated the women in what com-
fort and assistance they gave two
German prisoners of war in their
attempted escape from an Ameri-
can prisoner of war camp near
Trinidad, Colo., last October.

Their motive, cried Robinson,
was “love.”

“Fie on love—fie on it, I say,”
shouted the government.

And that was the case of the
sisters  Shitara—Billy, Flo and
Toots, known legally as Mrs.
Tsuruko (Toots) Wallace, 34; Mrs.
Shivze (Flo) Otani, 33, ahd Mrs.
Shitara (Billie) Tanigoshi, 31—as it
finally reached the jury's hands.
LONG PARADE
OF WITNESSES,

Thru the trial,
Monday and closed shortly after
noon Thursday, a long procession
of witnesses took the stand. From
them came the story of how the
three women, evacuated from their
birth-state of California with other
Japanese-Americans, reached the
war relocation camp at Amache,
near Lamar, Colo., shortly afier
Fearl Harbor. The trio were of
a family of twelve—father, three
brothers, seven sisters, and the
daughters of Rillie and Toots,

Last October the father, two
brothers and four of the sisters -
the fourth being Mary, who was
not charged in the casa ‘“share-
cropped” an onion farm owned hy
Lloyd Winger, 150 miles from their
camp, and nineteen miles from
Trinidad, Colo.

I'RISONERS WORKED .
ON SAME FARDM.

To this farm came German pris-
oners of war, quartered in the
prisoner of war camp near Trini-
dad, to work in the fields beslde the
Japanese-American women, Among
them was Corp. Heinvich Haider,
31, & mule tender in Erwin Rom-
mel's once arrogant Afrika korps.

The testimony showed that, with-
in five short days after his arrival
in eamp, Haider was posing for
photographs with the black-halred,
flInshing - eved, round-faced and
stocky-legged Toots.

PICTURES OF EMBRACES
BASIS OF DEFENSE.

these pictures

which opened

which,

Toots and the German Haider, Tt
showed Halder with his arms
about the besweatered Toots, thelr
lips meeting as tho the man was
crushing the woman to him.

“"How far did this go?” Robin-
son asked. “None has sald, But it
is indicated it went pretty far,

“I say, agaln, to you, ‘FOOL.' But
what, gentlemen of the jury, does
any woman do who finds herself
in this condition? Why, that heart
of hers—that heart of woman—that
big heart of this woman foolishly
responded and unthinkingly she
helped to talke him away.

“It is, I say, the old,
of woman. It is the old,
of what a man can do to
who likes him.

"For as it has been said, '"There
are three—nay, four—things that
passeth understanding. They are
the way of the bird in the air, the
way of the serpent upon the rock,
the way of a ship at sea—and the
way of a man with a maid,'"”

MORRISSEY SAYS
WOMEN ARF TRAITORS,

In his reply Morrissey, as impas-
sioned as was Robinson, cried in a
voice that echoed thru the hall-
ways:

“Love—love! Fie on love! I say
these women are traitors—tralto:s!
I say fie on love and fie on $ym-
pathy. These were married wonien,

If this b m:,’f‘f';aa?lﬂ'nﬁ 3 éy(ﬁ-l-

uvs— Jod %‘L’

Rohinson held to the love defense
thruout, emphasizing over and over
ngain the constitutional definltion
of treason.

Treason, he said, was not the mere
giving of ald and comfort to the
enemy.

Treason, he said time and agaln,
required as a chief element the giv-
ing of this aid and comfort with
the intention of “adherence to the
cause of the government of the
German reich,” He played upon
this with many, many sentences,
saylng that unless the acts of the
women, In alding the prisoners to
escape, were done with the intent
of “helping Germany win the war,”
then it was not treason,

SAYS THEY NEVER
MINGLED WITH JAPS,

“Remember,” Robinson said,
“that these women, all thelr lives,
did not associate with Japs. Their
entire associatlon was with Cau-

old story
old story
a woman

over which this man fought,
whether the finger that pulled the
trigger was that of & Nazi or an
anti-Nazi,” he sald.

NAZISM, TERMED
POLITICAL PARTY,

Later Morrissey sald:

“And what is a Nazi—an anti-

Nazi? They are political parties,
What care we if men are Repub-
licans or Democrats?”
. The government contended Nazi
and anti-Nazi might quarrel and
hate among themselves, even as
members of the opposite political
parties quarrel and bicker in Amer-
fea. But Nazi and anti-Nazi, the
government contended, joined forces
and arms in behalf of the reich,
just as Republicans and Democrats
in this country set aside their
political differences in the: nation's
cause,

When Wingren concluded, Robin-
son opened, speaking for an hour,
to the minute.

Morrissey followed, He paid high
tribute to Robinson, serving upon
court order.

“No man, be he possgssed of un-
told wealth, could have offered in
his defense a greater effort than
has been put forth here by this
brilliant lawyer,” said Morrissey.
“He has given to the limits of his
abllity and, In my opinion, the
abilities of Kenneth Robinson are
unlimlited.

TRIAL CONDUCTED
IN AMERICAN WAY,

“That is as it should be. That
is the American way. That js what
we are fighting for. On our part
the government seeks only falr-
ness—-a just verdiet. I for eleven

years have been the Unlted States
the blood of innocent women upon
my hands. I pray God, and I thank
God, there is no Innocent blood
upon my hands,

“Never, in this court, has anyone
heard a trial quite like this. Only
once did the government offer an
objection. , We let in everything —
anything that was offered, We sald,
‘Let everything be told.'

“We have trled to sirike hard
blows for the cause of right, but not
foul blows. These women—these
traltors,” and Morrissey turned,
pointing his finger almost into the
face of the unflinching Toots, “were
not true to thelr husbands nor, gen-
tlemen of the jury, were they true
to the Unlted States of America.”
“BENEDICT ARNOLDS
IN SKIRTS,” HE SAYS.

Morrissey paused. “Traltors,” he
repeated. “Traitors—Ilittle Benedict
Arnolds in skirts.”

er'e was =




in flve short days after his arrival
in eamp, Haider was posing for
photographs with the black-haired,
{finshing - eyed, round-faced and
slocky-legged Toots.

PICTURES OF EMBRACES
BASIS OF DEFENSE,

It was these pictures which,
Thursday, as Robinson made what
all agreed was one of the most
brilliant arguments in the history
of the local federal .court, formed
the basis of the defens¢-—a defense
which saw but three witnesses tes-
tify from the stand in behalf of
the accused. One of these was the
siater, Mary, who told of the fam-
ily's origin and life in California,
where “they never assoclated with
Japs” The others were two Cau-
caslan women, Mrs. Wilma Ann
Readman of Wilmington, Calif., and
Mrs. Ethel N. Sherman of Compton,
Calif.,, once neighbors of the sisters
Shitara. The purpose of their tes-
timony, also, was to show that the
Shitara famlily association was with
Cauncasians—never with en, or
women, of their own race.

Avound that testimony, before an
andience that filled every seat in
the courtroom and overflowed into
the Inclosure reserved for lawyers,
newspapermen and officers of the
court, and into the hallways pa-
{rolled by armed soldlers, Robinson
bullt his plaa for acquittal.

FICTURED GERMAN
AR OILY TALKER.

He pictured Haider as a man of
smooth and oily tongue. The other
prisoner of war involved, Herman
Augnst Loescher, 31, one-time Ger-
mnan bank clerk, who took the stand
wearing his lron cross, hia Italian
hravery ribbon and his other deco-
rations-——which he explained proudly
—Robinson pletured as a “man no
lInnger ahle to fight, a casual who
could not ald Germany further in
the conduet of the war.”

He told how Halder, according to
the lIatter's story upon the stand,
went to Toots, telling her of his
alleged hatred for the Nazls, It
was a story of how he had been
thrown Into & German concentia-
tion eamp, where, he said, he was
bheaten, kicked and abused for two
long years, only to be released, for
a reason he did not know, and
foreed to join the German army.
SAID NIE WANTED
TO FIGHT NAZIS.

This man had said on the stand
he longed to return to Germany,
nnt to fight for the reich, but
against it,

“And," shauted
words fell upon
foonl.”

Dramatieally, the defense attor-
ney pointed to Toots. The woman
did not move a muscle, She did not
blink an eye. Not sn the sister Flo.
She sat with head down cast, wip-
ing away an occasional tear. Lean-
ing forward, straining to ecatech
every word, sat Billle.

“I sny,” continued Robinson,
HFO()L.H :

“Lonk, gentlemen—look upon this
pleture.”
Robinson held up tha picture.of

Tobinsan, ‘his
the ears of this

» 3 E £ 1) 3 0
escape, were done with the intent
of “helping Germany win the war,”
then it was not treason,

SAYS TIIEY NEVER
MINGLED WITIT JAPS,

“Remember,” Robinson saild,
“that these women, all their lives,
did not associate with Japs. Their
entire association was with Cau-
casians. Imagine the horror that
must have been thelrs as they were
sent from California to the camp
at Amache, there surrounded by
Japs. Imagine how happy they
must have felt when they went to
the farm near Trinidad, away from
the Japs in the camp, and there
came three white, Cacausian men.
Oh, I know these women were mar-
ried. I am not a judge of morals
—I have lived too long for that. But
you know, gentlemen, the way of
a woman. I say to you, gentlemen,
‘Frailty, thy name is woman.'

“It was frailty that motlvated
these women in whatever wrong
they committed, and I do not say
to you they did not commit wrong.
But they did not commit treason.
They did not act in 'adherence to
the government of the German
reich.! They should be punished,
and punished they will be, no doubt,
but not by the verdict which may
bring death.”

JUDGE SAYS PENALTY
1S UP TO HIM.

Later Judge Symes, In hls In-
structions to the jurors, emphasized
that the death penalty was not
thelrs to make, but his.

“You are not to conslder the pen-
alty,” sald the court. “That will be
imposed by me, If and after, If it be
your verdict, you find these defend-
ants, or any or all of them, gullty
ag charged.”

The last testimony was taken
Wednesday afternoon. The lawyers
and the judge argued Instructions
until well after 5 p. m. The jury
then was dismissed for the night. It
re-assembled at 9:30 o'clock Thurs-
day morning.

Wingren made the summation for
the government.

There was studied contrast be-
tween Wingren's review of the ev-
idence and his chief's plea for con-
vietion,

WINGREN SUMS
UP EVIDENCE,

Wingren did not raise his volce
above conversational tone. He
simply took the evidence and re-
viewed it, witness hy witness. He
dovetalled one bit of testimony Into
another in effort to make the en-
tlre picture clear,

He painted a picture of Haider,
the professed anti-Nazl, as any-
thing but that, He detailed how
this man fought for three full years
the length of north Afrlea, from
Feypt to the last tiny bit of land
upon which a German could stand,
Cap Bon. It was at Cap Bon Hald-
er was captured, Wingren, without
pagsion, pletured him fighting over
this long 2,000 miles of retreat—
fighting as best he knew how for
the cause of the German reich,

"It makes no difference to the
British soldiers whose bones lie
rotting in the hot sands of -Afriea,

face of the unflinching Toots, “were
not true to thelr husbands nor, gen-
tlemen of the jury, were they true
to the United States of America.”
“BENEDICT ARNOLDS

IN SKIRTS,” IE SAYS.

Morrissey paused. “Traltors,” he
repeated, “Traltors—Ilittle Benedlct
Arnolds in skirts.”

There was still no sign of emo-
tion from Toots, the defendant he
appeared to single out from the
others,

“We ask a verdict of guilty, guilty
on both counts—that of treason and
that of conspiracy to commit trea-
fon,"” Morrissey added.

“With that we put the case In|
your handas."

Judge Symes followed with his In-
structions which, altho he had the
right to do so, were almost devoid
of comment upon the evidence. A
federal jurist may comment on evi-
dence.

Jap Girls aiirlt},
Says 13th Juror

Discharged when the jury delib-

erntlons In the treason trial of the
sisters Shitara began Thuraday

afternoon, the thirteenth, or alter-
nate, juror, Henry T. Gassert of

Holyoke, Colo.,, who had heard all
the testimony, told newspapermen
he, if given the chance to vote on

W




Treason Jury Is Given
Choice of Thrg_e Verdicts

Three verdicts were possible in
the treason trial of the sisters
Shitara which went Into the hands
of a jury in United States District
Judge Symes’ court here at 12:29
o'clock Thursday afternoon,

The three, or each of them, in-
dependently of the others, ean be
found guilty of:

1—=The crime of treason, punish-
ahle by imprisonment ranging from
five years to life, or the dealh
penalty, A fine of $10,000 may be
levied, or hoth fine and Imprison-
ment may he decreed.

2—The erime of conspiracy to

commit treason, punishable by a
fine of $5,000 and imprisonment up
to ten years, or both such fine and
imprisonment.

Guilty of both erimes, with the |
sentences, as they relate to fines
and imprisonment, running elther
consecutively or concurrently as
the court deerees. |

3—Not gullty a= to either one or
both of the crimes charged.

The penalty is not in the hands of
the jury., This will be determined
hy the court if, and after, a verdict
of guilty on either or both charges
has been returned.




By JACK FOSTER

A jury in the court of U.S.
District Judge J. Foster
Symes returned a verdict last
night in the treason trial of
three Japanese-American sis-
ters 10 hours after they took
the case. '

The verdict, returned sealed to
be read in court today, was
reached at 10:35 p. m. The jury
had planned to retire for the night
if they had not reached a decision
by 10 p. m., but as the deadline
approached they notified Depuly
Marshal William P. Dolan they
preferred to remain in delibera-
tion a short time longer.

The verdict will be read at 9:30
a. m. today.

They had been charged—these
ithree Nisei women—of having
aided the escape of two German
prisoners of war, Corp. Heinrich
Haider and Pfc. Herman August
Loescher, from the Trinidad prison
camp last Oct. 23.

At 12:30 p. m. the jury had re-
ceived the cace,

Two Questions to Decide

At 12:30 p. m., on the fourth day
"of the trial, these 12 average men
—picked from farms and offices
in the midst of war to perform one
of the sacred American duties—
had retired to a third floor room
of the Postoffice Bldg. to consider
these two questions:

Did these sisters, Mrs. Tsuruko
(Tools) Wallace, 34; Mrs. Shivze
(Flo) Otani, 33, and Mrs. Billie
Tanigoshi, 31, commit treajon in
helping these captured members
of Rommel's once-famous Africa
Corps to escape on that moonlight
night last October?

Ave they guilly of conspiracy o
commit treason in this act which
admittedly, even by the defense
counsel in his closing argument, is
well nigh proved? L

| Thirteenth Juror Says ‘Gullty’ .

\ As they left to go, the 13th
| juror, Henry T. Gassert, Holyoke,
| Colo., chief of police, took his hat
to return home.

“I'd find them guilty on both
counts,” he said. s

Such a verdict, if it should be-
come the opinion of the 12, would
mean that Judge Symes would sen-
tence the sislers to from five
yvears' imprisonment and $10,000
fine, to death.

The jury, after they began their
deliberation, had communicated
only once with the court. They
had asked Deputy Marshals Wil-
liam P. Dolan and N. V, Cooley to
take them back to Judge Symes
for clarification of instructions. g
Told Intent Is Necessary

They asked Judge Symes to re-
define the crime of conspiracy to
commit treason—the second and
minor count in the indictment—
and the judge told them this was
ihe formation of a plan by two or
more people to commit treason.

They further asked Judge
Symes whether intent was neces-
sary in the crime of treason—in

AR

ters whose

this case intent to aid the govern-
ment of Germany, Judge Symes
said it was.

From 12:30 p. m. to 6 p. m. the
three sisters had waited together
patiently, apparently without
neryousness, for the call that
would mean that the jury had
reached its decision in the bare
room where U. S. Commissioner
Harold S. Oakes receives the pleas
of federal prisoners.

Traitor Phrase Angers Tools

Toots sat with her pretty nine-
year-old daughter, Diane, who is
being trained in the Amache camp
to be a dancer. Billie sat with her
husband, William Tanigoshi, a
mixture of white' and Oriental
blood, who was talking tenderly to
her, despite the photographic evi-
dence of more than flirtation on
her part toward one of the prison-
ers of war. ¥lo sat silently, more
nervous than the others, under a
large black hat.

“1 sure wish they'd make up
their minds quick,” said Tools
who, by instinct, is the leader of
the three.

“How'd you like the way the
case was presented?” she was
.asked.

«I liked it all except that final

remark of Morrissey when he

AWAITING THE VERDICT—The three Nisel sis-
Federal Court trial for {ireason
closed here yesterday are shown as they sat in
a room adjoining the court waiting for the ver-

s

dict.
Wallace,

turned to us and called us tral-
tors,” she said angrily.

“These traitors! These Benedict
Arnolds in skirts,” Mr. Morrissey
had said with a gesture of his
right hand at them as he came to
the end of his impassioned plea
for the prosecution.

Not True to Husbands

“These women have not been
true to their husbands! They have
not been true to the United States.
They are traitors. I say fie on this
love and sympathy plea of Defense
Counsel Kenneth Robinson. If
that’s an example of love and sym-
pathy, then this country will fall.”

Mr. Morrissey was referring, in
equally eloguent language, to a
plea made by Mr. Robinson in
his closing statement that a “fool-
ish, crazy thing” was done by
these three sisters.

“She loved him,” he said, point-
ing to Toots and referring to her
relations with Corporal Haider.
“It's the old story of the woman
—the old story of what she will
do for a man she likes. That's not
treason. It's the way of a man
with a maid.”

Mr, Robinson's plea followed the
summation of the case which was
made in a calm, detached manner
by Assistant U. S. District Attor-
ney Ivor O, Wingren, who opened
the morning's proceedings.

Denver Treason Trial Jury
Returns a Sealed Verdict

Left to right: Mrs. Florence (Flo) Otanl,
Mrs, Billie Tanigoshli and Mrs. Tsuruko (Toois)

—Rocky Mountain News Photo.

most dramatic trial that ever has
been held in Denver, Mr. Robin-
son confined his plea largely to the
theory, not that these sislers had
not taken the ride with the Ger-
mans from Trinidad to Wagon
Mound, N. M., but.that they had
not done this to aid the German
nation.

In treason it is necessary fo
prove that the defendants in giv=
ing aid and comfort to the enemy
had done so with the intent of ad-
hering to the cause of the enemy
—in this case the German Reich.

This was Mr, Robinson’s con-
tenticn throughout the trial and
his viewpoint was sustained in
the final instructions given with
great care and calmness by Judge
Symes.

Judge Symes told the jury that
they must believe the three Japa=-
nese-American sisters intended to
aid Germany in aiding the escape
of the prisoners of war if they
were to find them guilty. If, on
the contrary, Judge Symes ad-
vised, the jury found that they
were merely moved by sympathy
to help them, with no desire to
take part in the war, then they
should be found not guilty,
Toots Has a Blg Heart

Mr. Robinson—appointed by tha
court, rccciving_ no compensation

b = o o O 1 5




At 12:30 p. m,, on the fourth day
of the frial, these 12 average men
—picked from farms and offices
in the midst of war to perform one
nf the sacred American duties—
had retired to a third floor room
of the Posioffice Bldg. {o consider
these two qnestions:

Did these sisters, Mrs. Tsuruko
(Toots) Wallace, 34; Mrs. Shivze
(Flo) Ofani. 33, and Mrs. Billie
Tanigoshi, 31, commit treajon in
helping these captured members
of Rommel's once-famous Africa
Corps to escape on that moonlight
night last October?

Are they guilty of conspiracy to
commit {reason in this act which
admittedly, even by the defense
counsel in his closing argument, is
well nigh proved? -
Thirteenth Juror Says ‘Gullty’

As they left to go, the 13th
juror, Henry T. Gassert, Holyoke,
Colo., chief of police, took his hat
to return home,

“I'd find them guilty on both
counts,” he said. :

Such a verdict, if it should be-
come the opinion of the 12, would
mean that Judge Symes would sen-
fence the sisters to from five
vears' imprisonment and $10,000
line, 1o death.

The jury, after they began their
deliberation, had communicated
only once with the court. They
had asked Depuly Marshals Wil-
linm P. Dolan and N. V, Cooley to
falkke them back {o Judge Symes
lop clarification of instructions. |
Told Intent Is Necessary

They asked Judge Symes to re-
define the cerime of conspiracy to
commit freason—the second and
minor count in the indictment—
and the judge told them this was
fhe formation of a plan by two or
more people fo commit treason,

They further asked Judge
Symes whether intent was neces-
<ary in the crime of treason—in

ters whose Federal

this case intent to aid the govern-
ment of Germany., Judge Symes
said it was.

From 12:30 p. m. to 6 p. m. the
three sisters had waited together
patiently, apparently without
nervousness, for the call that
would mean that the jury had
reached ils decision in the bare
room where U. S, Commissioner
Harold S. Oakes receives the pleas
of federal prisoners.

Traitor Phrase Angers Tools

Toots sat with her pretty nine-
year-old daughter, Diane, who is
being trained in the Amache camp
to be a dancer. Billie sat with her
husband, William Tanigoshi, a
mixture of white' and Oriental
blood, who was talking tenderly to
her, despite the photographic evi-
dence of more than flirtation on
ner part toward one of the prison-
ers of war. Flo sat silently, more
nervous than the others, under a
large bhlack hat.

“I sure wish they'd make up
their minds quick,” said Toots
who, by instinct, is the leader of
the three.

“How'd you like the way the
case was presented?” she was
sasked.

“T liked it all except that final
remark of Morrissey when he

AWAITING THE VERDICT—The three Nisel sis-
Court ftrial for {reason
closed here yesterday are shown as they sat in
a room adjoining the court walting for the ver-

{years—and then only when L
German army had been driven .

show an eagerness on his part to
|leave the Nazis?

/| officer candidate ribbons—all with

| fight again for the Nazig if he

dict.
Wallace,

turned to us and called us tral-
tors,” she said angrily.

“These traitors! These Benedict
Arnolds in skirts,” Mr, Morrissey
had said with a gesture of his
right hand at them as he came to
the end of his impassioned plea
for the prosecution.

Not True to Husbands

“These women have not been
true to their husbands! They have
not been true to the United States.
They are traitors. I say fie on this
loye and sympathy plea of Defense
Counsel Kenneth Robinson. If
that's un example of love and sym-
pathy, then this country will fall.”

Mr. Morrissey was referring, in
equally eloguent language, to a
plea made by Mr. Robinson in
his closing statement that a “fool-
ish, crazy thing” was done by
these three sisters.

“She loved him,” he said, point-
ing to Toots and referring to her
relations with Corporal Haider.
“It's the old story of the woman
—the old story of what she will
do for a man she likes. That's not
treason. It's the way of a man
with a maid.”

Mr, Robinson’s plea followed the
summation of the case which was
made in a calm, detached manner
by Assistant U. S. District Attor-
ney Ivor O. Wingren, who opened
the morning’s proceedings,

Not Anti-Nazi, Says Wingren

Mr. Wingren scoffed at the no-
tion that Haider and Loescher had
wanted to escape so that the one
might fight against the Nazis and
the other might get back as a non-
combatant to Germany.

“What about Haider?” he asked.
“He wasn't eaptured until he had
been in the Germany army for two

that point of destruction on the
Cape Bon Peninsula from which no
German could escape., Does that

“And what about Loescher? Ie
wore his Iron Cross, Second C!as§;
his Italian medal for heroism, his

pride and satisfaction. Does 1,|1~'-It'
sound to you as if he wouldn't

could?

“No, they're bolh citizens of the
German Reich and true to the Ger-
man Reich.”

In his closing argument in this'

SEECRN T ROU T U I R A Rl AR RE
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Left to right: Mrs. Florence (Flo) Otanl,
Mrs, Billie Tanigoshl and Mrs. Tsuruko (Tools)

—Rocky Mountain News Photo,

most dramatic trial that ever has
been held in Denver, Mr. Robin-
son confined his plea largely to the
theory, not that these sislers had
not taken the ride with the Ger-
mans from Trinidad to Wagon
Mound, N. M., but.that they had
not done this to aid the German
nation,

In treason it is necessary to
prove that the defendants in giv-
ing aid and comfort to the enemy
had done so with the intent of ad-
hering to the cause of the enemy
—in this case the German Reich,

This was Mr. Robinson's con-=
tenticn throughout the trial and
his viewpoint was sustained in
the final instructions given wilh
great care and calmness by Judge
Symes,

Judge Symes told the jury that
they must believe the three Japa-
nese-American sisters intended to
aid Germany in aiding the escape
of the prisoners of war if they
were to find them guilty. If, on
the contrary, Judge Symes ad-
vised, the jury found that they
were merely moved by sympathy
to help them, with no desire to
take part in the war, then they
should be found not guilly,

Toots Has a Big Heart

Mr. Robinson—appointed by the
court, receiving no compensation
whatever for his efforts—insisted
to a wrapt jury that the girls,
particularly Toots, were impelled
by love, not by disloyalty.

“That big heart of hers took her
away,” Mr. Robinson said, point-
ing to Toots, whose expression
never changed. “Certainly it's
wrong. But jt isn’t treason. '

“She and her sisters had consid-
eved  themselves Americans and
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Democracy at Work

“This, gentlemen, ls A sacred
place,” he said. “Mere the things
our forefathers fought for are be-
ing vindicated. We meet here to
judge calmly and reason these;
humble people—these people who!
have taken the poverty vow as far|
as counsel goes.

“You are proving today, gen-
{lemen, that democracy is.not go-
ing out. You are vindicaling the
highest hopes of that democracy.
You are standing firm against rab-
ble-rousing talk. The war will
be over one day and we shall re-
vise many of our judgments. When
you look back, will you say as
was said in Macbeth:

Tomorrow and tomorrow and to-
morrow

Creeps in his peliy pace from
day to day,

To the last syllable of recorded
time,

And all our yesterdays have
lighted FOOLS

The way to dusty death. . . .

As he said “fools,” he pointed
to the three mask-like sisters.

Mr. Morrissey, U. S. district
attorney, who spoke for the first
time in the trial, took up the last
words of the Shakespearean quo-
tation “dusty death” as he made
the government’s final plea.
Impartiality, His Plea

“We ask only for an impartial
{rial,” he said. “If you feel that
there has been any unfairness
shown, turn them loose. We don’t
want the blood of innocent women
on our hands. I pray God that
our hands never are stained with
the blood of innocent women.

“But ithese are Benedict Arnolds
jn skirts, If the love and sym-.

\ pathy that the defense counsel de-

¢lares these women have is an ex- |
ample of American love and sym-

. pathy, then this country will fall.

“Of course, the government was
{aken by surprise in the testimony
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Sisters Take Ver-
dict Calmly but
~ Are Puzzled

(CRIME NEVER PAYS)

The sisters Shitara—Toots,
nnmmm

,gnilty Friday morning by &
jury in- United States District

Judge Symes’ court here of con-
{ spiracy to commit treason, and by
the same token not guilty of charges!
|| of treason, as an outgrowth of "ald;
| and comfort” they gave two sol-|
| diers of the German reich to escape
from the American prisoner of war|
camp near Trinldad, Colo., last Oc-
tober.
The conviction carries a penalty!
’ of up to two years, a $10,000 !lne,,
or hoth such fine and imprl«on-
|| ment.
Sentence wlll be pronounced hy
Judge Symes next week, if a mo- |
tion for a new trial, which may be
filed by Chief Defense Counsel Ken-
neth W, Robinson and his assistant,
Robert Swanson. within three days,
is denied. .
SYMES SAYS VERDI(,T
IS FAIR AND PROFPER,
In receiving the verdict Judge
Symes said, from the bench:
“Gentlemen: You have given very
careful consideration to this case.
| Personally, I .think the verdict a
very fair one and a proper one in
this case. After listening to all the
evidence, T did not believe the de-
fendants had any intent to harm
the United States or help the Ger-
man government. For that reason
I had made up my mind the defend-
ants were not guilty of treason on
the first count. You may go with
the thanks of the court.”

Thursday night, when the jurorlr_
asked for a rereading of the legal
definition of conspiracy, the crime
upon ‘which they later found the

(Turn to Paga 3—Col 1.)
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 11, 1044 THE

JAP GIRLS CONVICTE

~ SISTERS LIABLE TO TOP PENALTY
OF TWO YEARS AND $10,000 FINE

Washington. The justice depart-
ment had gone before congress with

Women Take Verdict Calmly but Are Puzzled;

Jury Acquits Them of Offense Pun- -
ishable by Death.

(Continued From Page One.)
defendants guilty, Judge Symes
said:

“The matter of intent goes to the
erime of conspiracy the same as to
thé crime of treason.”

The jurors actually reached their
verdict at 10:35 p. m. Thursday.
They had received the case at 12:29
p. m. Thursday, They deliberated
until 6 o'clock when they asked for
a rereading of the court's instrue-
tion on the conspiracy count. They

then went to dinner, remained out
of the courtroom until 8 p. m. and

resumed their deliberations.

Under an order from the court
the jurors, at 10:35 o'clock, having
agreed upon the conspiracy charge,
signed their findings and sealed the
verdict in an officlal envelope
which was deposited in the safe in
the office of the clerk of the court,

At 9:30 a. m, Friday the jurors
filed into court, led by their fore-
man, George O. Schmidt of Denver,
an employe of Swift & Co. The de-
fendants came in, in custody of
Deputy United States Marshals N.
V. Cooley and William Dolan a few
moments later. The three girls took
their places at the counsel table,
The courtroom was again filled, as
it was thru each session of the trial
gince its opening Monday.

Judge Symes entered thru the
opening in the heavy black velvet
drapes which canopy the alcove
rising above the courtroom propet
and took his place on the bench.

“Gentlemen of the jury,” said the
court, "have you agreed upon a
verdict?"

i Schmidt arose, saying, “We have,
your honor."”

Judge Bymes took the envelope,
slit it open and read the jury's
findings to himself.

“The clerk,” he sald, “will read
the verdict.”

Court Clerk Walter Bowman arose,

He read the names of the three
defendants, as they are listed in law
—Murs. Tsuruko (Toots) Wallace, 34;
Mrs. Shivze (Flo) Otani, 33, and Mrs.
Eillie Tanigoshi, 31.

SISTERS TENSE AS
VERDICT IS READ,

“We the jury,” Bowman read,
“find the defendants (and hey re-
peated each name, with the verdict
relative to each separately) not

I
then, by movement of head, rather
than eyes—toward the jurors. Sec-
onds passed—long seconds. The lips
in Toots' mask-like face moved. She
was not addressing anyone.

“How come they find us guilty of
conspiracy when we are not guilty
of treason—how come, huh?"

A reporter whispered to Billie:

“Billie, do you feel that your trial
wag fair?” !

“Yes—{fair,” said Billie, “but how
come they can find us guilty of con-
spiracy? We didn't do that because
we didn't do treason.”

Flo just sat there, She sald noth-
ing at all.

JUST VERDICT
DECLARES JUDGE.

The court, from his bench, was
speaking:

“A just verdict,” he was saying.

‘“How come he can say that when
we are not guilty of treason?” said
Toots,

There were the usual court for-
malities. Robinson and Swanson
went forward to the bench, asking
for their constitutional time to file
a motion for new trial. The jury
was dismissed from further service
and left to collect their warrants,
People began milling about, shak-
ing Robinson's hand, telling United
States District Attorney Morrissey
and his chief trial deputy, Ivor O.
Wingren, what a splendid victory
they had won.

In the hallways the case was be-
ing retried by those, who had fol-
lowed every line of testimony—the
lawyers, the newspapermen, the
court officials.

Some said, “Robinson should have
put the sisters on the stand.”

Others said, “He was smart when
he didn't let them talk—they would
have hanged themselves.”

It had been many a day since the
tomb-like hallways of the federal
building echoed to such buzzing.

This was the third treason trial of
World War II—either the ninth or
tenth in the entire history of the
nation.

But few knew some of the back-
ground surrounding the case. The
arrests, for example, were made last
October. Ordinarily the trial would
follow within weeks. But at that
time the exchange ship Gripsholm
had not left Japan with the last

it to show that the law of treason
should be altered to fit cases like
this.

ACCUSED WERE

OF AMACHE COLONY.

The facts, as they came from the
witness stand, were these:

The accused were members of
the Japanese - American relocation
colony at Amache, Colo, near La-
mar, American citizens, they had
been evacuated from their birth
state, California, by army order.
These three, and their four sisters
and three brothers, according to
testimony, had associated almost
exclusively with Caucasians. One,
Toots—married a Caucasian and
has a 9-year-old daughter by him.
Another, Billie, married a half-
caste, the son of 2 Japanese and
German-American matrimonial al-
liance. The sisters Bhitara resented,
according to their counsel, being
placed in the Amache camp with
Japanese, They sought other fields,
and obtained permission to ‘“share-
crop” an onion farm near Trinidad.
To this farm went German prison-
ers of war to work.

What happened between the Ger-
man prisoners and the Japanese
girls was described by Robinson as
“something that went pretty far.”
There were pictures of Billie and
Toots in embrace Wwith two of the
prisoners. Heinrich Haider, 31, a
mule tender in Rommel's Afrika
Korps, and a Marcus Backus, who
figures in no other way iIn the
treason case. The picture of Haider
showed him crushing the be-sweat-
ered and curveful Toots to him, his
lips on hers.

SISTERS PROCURED
MAPS AND CLOTHING,

It was after this that the sisters
procured civillan eclothing, road
maps and a flashlight for Halider,
and a friend of his within the pris-
oner of war camp, Herman August
Loescher, also 31, By night, Oct, 16,
the sisters, using their automobile,
met the prisoners on the highway
outside the prison camp. The Ger-
mans had crawled thru a previously
prepared hole in the fence. The
girls then carrled the men to
Wagon Mound, N. M. where the
men left the car, only to be ar-
rested later. The sisters then re-
turned home.

It was Robinson's plea to the jury
that the women were activated not
by a desire to help the government
of the German reich—the Intent|
necessary in the matter of treasnn—]

b




which was deposited in the safe in
the office of the clerk of the court.

At 9:30 a. m, Friday the jurors
filed into court, led by their fore-
man, George O. Schmidt of Denver,
an employe of Swift & Co. The de-
fendants came in, in custody of
Deputy United States Marshals N.
V. Cooley and William Dolan a few
moments later, The three girls took
their places at the counsel table,
The courtroom was again filled, as
it was thru each session of the trial
since its opening Monday.

Judge Symes entered thru the
opening in the heavy black velvet
drapes which canopy the alcove
rising above the courtroom proper
and took his place on the bench.

“Gentlemen of the jury,” said the
court, “have you agreed upon a
verdict?”

. Schmidt arose, saying, “We have,
your honor.”

Judge Symes took the envelope,
slit it open and read the jury’s
findings to himself.

“The clerk,” he said, “will read
the verdict.”

Court Clerk Walter Bowman arose.

He read the names of the three
defendants, as they are listed in law
—Mrs. Tsuruko (Toots) Wallace, 34;
Mrs. Shivze (Flo) Otani, 33, and Mrs.
Rillle Tanigoshi, 31.

SISTERS TENSE AS
VERDICT IS READ,

“We the jury,” Bowman read,
“find the defendants (and hey re-
peated each name, with the verdict
relative to each separately) not
guilty of the first count in the in-
dictment.” '

That was the treason charge.

Not a sister moved. Billie sat
with & handkerchief in her hand,
pressed against her lips. Flo sat
with eyes closed, her head hent
forward, Tools looked
No

slightly
gtraight at the reading clerk.
sign of emotion passed over her
features.

Bowman continud reading.

“We the jury,” he intoned “find

the defendants (and again he read
each name in order—BRBillie and Fio1
and Toots) guilty as charged in the !
second couhnt of the indictment.” |

Billie still sat with handkerchief
to lips. Two tears slid over the high
cheek curves of Flo's face—features
that resemble more those of south |
China and the Cantonese than do |
the distinctly sharper and unmis-
takably Nipponese characterlstics‘
of her sisters. She did not move.
The “tears fell, and she made no |
move to wipe them away. |

Toots' eyes narrowed to tiny slits.
It was not a closing of the lids, Still
ghe looked direct at the clerk—

“A just verdict,” he was saying.

“How come he can say that when
we are not guilty of treason?” said
Toots.

There were the usunal court for-
malities. Robinson and Swanson
went forward to the bench, asking
for their constitutional time to file
a motion for new trial. The jury
was dismissed from further service
and left to collect their warrants,
People bhegan milling about, shal-
ing Robinson’s hand, telling United
States District Attorney Morrissey
and his chief trial deputy, Ivor O,
Wingren, what a splendid victory
they had won.

In the hallways the case was he-
ing retried by those, who had fol-
lowed every line of testimony—the
lawyers, the newspapermen, the
court officials.

Some said, “Robinson should have
put the sisters on the stand.”

Others said, “He was smart when
he didn't let them talk—they would
have hanged themselves.”

It had been many a day since the
tomb-like hallways of the federal
building echoed to such buzzing.

This was the third treason trial of
World War II—either the ninth or
tenth in the entire history of the
nation.

But few knew some of the back-
ground surrounding the case. The
arrests, for example, were made last
October., Ordinarily the trial would
follow within weeks. But aft that
time the exchange ship Gripsholm
had not left Japan with the last
group of Americans to be exchanged
between the United States and the
Nipponese. It was weeks before the
Gripsholm reached a neutral port,
and came into American hands. To
try this case, in that period, was
fraught with dangers— dangers
which the American government
did not wish to face.

The case had become historie in

crop” an onion farm near Trinidad.
To this farm went German prison-
ers of war to work.

What happened between the Ger-
man prisoners and the Japanese
girls was described by Robinson as
“something that went prefty far."”
There were pictures of Billie and
Toots in embrace with two of the
p’r!sonera. Heinrich Halder, 31, a
mule tender in Rommel's Afrika
Korps, and a Marcus Backus, who
figures in no other way in the
treason case. The picture of Haider
showed him crushing the be-sweat-
ered and curveful Toots to him, his
lips on hers.

SISTERS PROCURED
MAPS AND CLOTHING,

It was after this that the sisters
procured civilian clothing, road
maps and a flashlight for Haider,
and a friend of his within the pris-
oner of war camp, Herman August
Loescher, also 31. By night, Oct, 186,
the sisters, using their automobile,
met the prisoners on the highway
outside the prison camp. The Ger-
mans had erawled thru a previously
prepared hole in the fence. The
girls then carried the men to
Wagon Mound, N, M, where the
men left the car, only to be ar-
rested later. The sgisters then re-
turned home,

It was Robinson's plea to the jury
that the women were activated not
by a desire to help the government
of the German reich—the Intent
necessary in the matter of treason—
but were in love with at least
Haider, and, as Robinson put it,
“womanlike, in frailty where a man
is concerned,” gave aid.

Halder, from the stand, swore he
told Toots and the others that he
was anti-Nazi—that he wanted to
return to Germany to fight “the
Hitler gang” as a member of the
Austrian legion, or underground.
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‘D OF PLOT TO COM

Guilty of Conspiracy

to commit treason was the jury verdict returred
in the United States district court Friday after
the treason trial of the Japanese-American sisters shown here, Accused of helping two Germans
escape from the Trinidad prisoner of war camp, they were convicted on the conspiracy count
but acquitted of the actual charge of treason. The three Shitari gisters are Mrs. Shivze (Flo)
Otani, Mrs. Shitara (Billie) Tanigoshi and Mrs, Tsuruko (Toots) Wallace.

FLO OTANIL

He was Austrian-born. Loescher,
who wore the Iron Cross and other
decorations on the stand, made no
claim of being anti-Nazi. He, how-
ever, said he told the girls he had
been thrice wounded and, altho he
wanted to go “back to his beautiful
Germany,” he knew he could never
bear arms again, being a casual.
After their arrest the sisters
pleaded poverty. The court then
named Rohinson, one of the out-
standing lawyers of the nation, as
chief defense counsel, directing
him to serve for the very small fee
which the government allows in
such cases.
NiD NOT PLACE
GIRLS ON STAND.

Robinson elected not to place the
sisters on the stand. His case con-
sisted of but three witnesses—a sis-
ter, Mary, not involved, who told
of the family background, and two
Caucasian women who sald they
knew the Shitara family in Cali-

BILLIE TANIGOSHL

fornia where, it was stated, they
had good reputations.

Robinson's ¢losing argument_ in
which he expounded the love theory
as the motive, was hailed as one of
the most masterful pleas in the his-
tory of the federal court in Denver.

No less brilliant was the studied
¢ontrast offered by the government,
with Wingren reéciting in conversa-
tional tones the details of the case
as presented, and Morrissey, dra-
matically branding the trio as “little
Benedlcf'u\rnolds in skirts.”

“Love 'caused this,” said Robin-
son,

“Fie on love,” shouted Morrissey.

“Loove" won—at least, as far as
the charge of treason against the
women is concerned. For a verdict
finding Flo and Billie 'and Toots
guilty of treason. could, under the
law, have resulted in death.

Two years in jail is the worst that

can happen to any of the trio under
the verdict returned. 2

TOOTS WALLACE,




!.IAP GIRLS GIVEN
'TERMS IN PRISON
AND $1,000 FINES

(CRIME NEVER PAYS)
Mis, Tsuruko (Toots) Wallace, one of three Japanese sisters

found guilty a week ago of conspiracy to commit treason, was b\
sentenced Friday to two years in prison, and the other two, Mrs, N\
Florence (Flo) Otani and Mrs, Billie Tanigoshi, were sentenced o
to twenty months each by U. 8. District Judge Symes, after he ~

ly is not granted in recommended U9 °

had denied a defense motion for
new trial. In addition, the sisters
were fined $1,000 each.

Federal court officials sald the
sisters would be eligible to apply
for parole after serving one-third
of their sentences, but parole usual-

cases until about 60 per cent of
the sentence is served, it was point=
ed out. They automatically will re-
ceive six days off their sentencek
each month for good behavior.
None of the sisters said a weord
after sentence was pronounced, but
tears filled their eyes as they gath-
ered around their attorney, Ken-
enth W, Robinson, who had argued
for thirty-five minutes for a new
trial. Robinson said hé probably

would appeal,
In a surprise move at the close
(Turn to Page 5—Col. 3.)

O

S

AND FINES FOR TREASON PLOT

‘Toots Gets Two Years

and Flo and Billie 20

Months Each and All $1,000 Penalties ,
After New Trial Is Denied. A

1 (Continued From Page One.)

. of defense and prosecutlon argu-
| ments on the mnew trial motion,
|| Assistant United States District At-
‘| torney Ivor O. Wingren submitted

‘1'a letter to Judge Symes from Her-
| man August Loescher, one of the

two German prisoners the Japa-
nese-American girls were charged
with having helped escape from a
prisoner of war tamp near Trini-
dad last fall. The other was Hein-
rich Haider.

Wingren said Loescher had asked
him to give the letter to Judge
Symes at the time of sentence. The
judge, altho not making the con-
tents of the letter public, sald it
added nothing to what had been
shown in the evidence at the trial.

WILL BE SENT
TO WEST VIRGINIA.

The sisters will be sent to a fed-
veral correctional institution at Al-
derson, W. Va., to serve their sen-
tences.

Wingren, outlining the history of
the three sisters before sentence
was passed, declared that in the
prosecution’s view Toots Wallace
was the “ringleader” in the plan to
help the two German goldiers flee,
while Billie Tanagoshi was second
in responsibility, with Flo Otani
sharing least in the gullt,

Robinson, who was appointed by
the court to defend the sisters,
vigorously inslsted in his argument
for new trial that the government
had failed to show that the “intent”
of the sisters was to help Germany
or harm the United States.

Wingren, in declaring the jury

had reached a just verdict, argued
the defendants could be found guilty
of conspiracy to commit treason
without actually committing trea-
son.

Wingren told the court Mrs. Wal-
lace had been investigated twice,
after Pearl Harbor, by the FBI in
California in connection with al-
leged disloyal activities and stated
the FBI described her as a “well-
known water front character” who
frequented a cafe visited by Japa-
nese officers before the war.

Robinson referred to the reports
as “old women's gossip,” and de-
clared they indicated some residents
of California had been blased for
years against Japenese-Americans
and started false rumors against
many of them. Robinson sald he
was informed by a United States im-
migration official that Mrs. Wallace
had submitted information to him
regarding the illegal entry into the
United States of Japanese.

Judge Symes remarked, after
passing sentence, that he wanted
to emphasize the fact that the Japa-
nese sisters are American sisters
and had received an impartial trial,
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JAP WOMEN GIVEN
PRISON SENTENCES
BY FEDERAL COURT

DENVER, Aug. 18.—(AP)—Ignor-
ing her plea for a “double sentence”
so her sister might go free to care
for their children, U. 8, District
Judge J. Foster Symes Friday or-
dered Mrs. Tsuruko “Toots” Wal-
lace, 35, to serve two years in
prison and pay a $1,000 fine for
conspiracy to commit treason.

The Japanese-American woman's
two sisters—Mrs. Florence “Flo”
Shivze' Otani, 33, and Mrs. Billie
Shitara Tanl goshi, 32—drew 20-

month terms and $1,000 fines for
{heir part in a plot to aid two Ger-|
man prisoners in their escape last,
fall from a camp at Trinidad,|
Colo.

They were convicted last week by
a jury that found them innocent
of treason charges, which carry a
maximum penalty of death. U. 8.
Marshal A. D. Fairbanks sald the
sisters likely will be taken in about
a week to the federal women's re-
formatory at Alderson, W, Va.

The women have not declded
whether to appeal, sald Dei‘enset
Attorney Kenneth W. Robinson.

Acknowledging that the idea was
implausible, Robinson told Symes of
Mrs., Wallace's request for a
“double sentence™—both her own
and Mrs. Tanigoshi's. Thus, he ex-
plained, she hoped that her sister
might be allowed to take care of
their children. Mrg. Wallace has a
9-year-old daughter, Mrs. Tanigo-
ghl a 4-year-old daughter.

A leniency plea for the sisters
was addressed to Symes in a letter
written by Herman August Loesch-
er, one of the two Germans, and
made public by Assistant'U. S, Dis-
trict Attorney Ivor O. Wingren.

“The thot of our helpers being
punished is a very bitter one,” the
prisoner wrote. “Is there really no
way for us to milder a possible
penalty or to take any influence
to the verdict?”

Loescher, who {estified against
the girls along with his comrade,

{Conlinucd on Page Three—Column 1)

( See rewerse side)

|

JAP WOMEN GIVEN |

PRISON SENTENCES
BY FEDERAL COURT

(Continued from Page One) i
Helnrich Haider, told Symes that:
the slsters tried to dissuade them|
from escaping.

“I think it reasonable to consider
us the more guilty part,” he said.

Wingren termed Mrs. Wallace the
"leader” in the conspiracy, Mrs,
Tanlgoshl as “second,” and Mrs.
Otanl as “the least responsible.”
‘All three, formerly of Inglewood,
Calif.,, were residents of the Gra-
nada relocation center at Amache,
Colo., at the time of the escape.
They worked on # farm alongside
German prisoners.

Wingren told the court of federal
investigators’ reports that Mrs.
Wallace had been seen talking with
high-ranking Japanese naval and
merchant marine officers on Ter-
minal island, near Los Angeles,
before the war. He sald she was
described as a “well-known char-
acter at the -waterfront” and
worked in a cafe “known as a gath-
ering place of pro-Japanese ele-
ments.”

In rebuttal, Robinson said he had
recelved letters “from the coast
that speak of her loyalty.”
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Nazi Attempls to Take ‘Rap’ for Niset

:.‘ 4 #\ ‘-‘ ]
and had been ﬁi’ven'-
other

trial as any ’
. “Toots" got the maximum re-
formatory term after -ﬂ'oaecutor
Wingren'’ pictured ther {“sus-
icious character ' of ' the Liwater-}
ront at Terminal Island, Calif; |
twho had been closely watched by
17.8. naval intelligence officérs and |
FBI agents as a suspected ; “‘con¥
tact” of Japanese naval and mer-]
chant marine officers.” 'L

flight impossible. But -being re-
gardless resolved to realize the es-
capade we, tried to persuade the
women, We had to take nmany
troubles by words and by letters
to change their mind. Finally we
succeeded. ; U Y
' “I think it therefore reasonable
fo consider us the more guilty
part, not the seduced women.
“Without our urgent persua-
] slons they would never have ‘ 4
you now have got my hpreed. Please regard that!matter|. Defense Counsel Robinson told
profit by the oppor-|o fact! The thought of our help-|the court that “Toots" desired to
ve the following to |.ers bein punished is a very bitter | serve a ! “double sentence’ — the
ne. Is there really no way for us|one for herself, an ne for
o milder a possible penalty or to (her sister, “Billie,” "
take any influence to the verdict would be set free. y
“I commend this affair to, you Robinson  explained )
generosity. . | wanted “Billie” to return to the
I “(Signed) Herman Loscher.” | |war relocation center at Granada,
! The mask of Oriental stoicism|Colo., to take care of their two
small daughters, one aged 9 years
belonsing to “Toots,”’ the | other
aged 4, belonging ‘to “Bfllie." Th
.was no one elgse at the ce
take care for the childr
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fetter to Judge Symes, asking the
jurist to consider him and another
German’ war prisoner, Corp. Hen-
rich Haider, “us the more gui}ty
part, not the seduced women.'

Prosecutor Ivor O. Wingren
gave this repotter a copy of
Loscher's«lefter to the judge. It
displayed a Nazi's attempt to use
nglish b sage the “seduced wom-
n. - v AR

DENVéL (INS) — The “inside
sto_;y" of how a German prisoner

Fwar attempted to take the “rap”
for three Japanese-American sis-
ters convicted of conspiracy to
commit treason was learned exclu-
sively Friday night by Interna-
tional News Service after the sis-
ters were sentenced to the federal
reformatory at Alderson, W. i

The German, wearer of the i
_cross, second class, leaded fOr t
gisters, terming em 4 'seduc
women.” :

Sentenced were Tduruko “Toot
Wallace, 35, given| two years;
“Rillie” Tanigoshi, 31, and Florence
“Flo" Shivze Otani, 33, each given
20 months. The trio, former resi-
| dents of Inglewood, Calif., also
were fined $100 apiece by Federal
Judge J. Foster Symes who de-
nied a defense motion Friday
.| morning for a new trial.

It was learned Pfc. Herman
Angust Loscher, ex-member of

Rorirmel's Afrika Korps, wrole a

vk
| your notice: 4

“When my comrade Halder
spoke to the two Japanese women
(Toots and Billle) for the first
time about our escape plans they
both objected vividly. ‘There is no
good in escaplhg for you,’ they
sald, ‘Wait for the war’s end; be
patient; keep your health; don't
play with your life,’ was their ad-
vice.

“They pointed out a lot of dan-
gers and circumstances making

disappeared for the first time from
the sisters as the Tjudge pro-
nounced the sentence. Tears welled.
in their eyes and flowed down
their cheeks as the judiihpolnted
out that they were “Americans

diodie L b iy

S. Af

. 1l
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|Navy Dept. ,Mi‘lke's";

~ |gano went to his rest in a silver-
plated casket, a pre-war item which
cost his widow $5000. There were

By James T. HowaArp .
At Denver, a gallant veteran of

/| Rommel’s Afrika Karps did his best
|to get his Japanese-American girl
| friend hanged Tor treason. Although

under no compulsion to testify, Cpl.
Heinrich Heider took the stand in
Federal Court, telling how Mrs,
Tspruko Wallace, Mrs. Florence
Shivze Otani and Mrs. Billie Tapi-
goshi, sisters from the West Coast,
aided his escape from a war pris-
oner camp, providing civilian
c]cthgs, maps and a car. In precise
English, Cpl. Heider went into de-
tail about his relations with Mrs.
Wallace, . whom he described as
Toots.” Prosecutors expected a
similar yarn- from Cpl. Herman
Loescher who went along all right
until he reached the crucial point of
identification, Then he declared
blandly that he had never seen any
of the three women before.

Like old times in Chicago was
the funeral of Lawrence Mangano
54, gang boss who a prc'nliced
under Al Capone. Weighted down

11 shining limousines filled with
floral offerings and more than 100

mourners’ cars in the procession
yvhlch stretched for blocks, block-
ing traffic around the' funeral
chapel, With no priest present, an
undertaker read prayers while de-
tectives sifted through the crowd
looking for suspects. L
L] - o a-

The Navy Dept. at long last, has
succumbed to the heat. At Washing-
ton, Vice Adm. Randall Jacobs,
chief of Naval personnel, issued an
order authorizing Navy officers
within the District o Columgiia to
doff f.’ieil' coats until Sent. 10, ex-
cept in places of public entertain-
!'nent and at social events where
absence of coat would be inap-
propriate.” The Army has been
fo!ng around in its shirt-sleeves in
ot weather .slnce. early in the war.

Cleveland report;l considerable ex-
citement at its Rocky River museum

“ Y
We will rename the turtle,” said

Curry, the musenm curators '

° . ° i
At Washington, the War Pro-
duction Boprd averted a major
crisis in the diaper service indus-
try by trotting out high priority
ratings for diaper service trucks.
The industry, already beset by
manpower and equipment short-

by some 200 shotgun slugs, Man-

due to the fact that Oscar, a box

ages, anticipates 4 heavy Autumn
demand. S el

turtle, has gone and laid .an egg. |:

a brief announcement by Miss Grace |/




