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These snapshots, showing romantic 
interludes involving German prisoners 
of war and Japanese girls, were taken 
from one of the Germans When he wks 

recaptured after escaping. Five Japanese £ 
women are being questioned. They, have M 
been working together on farms ¿near: j i 
Trinidad,  • Col. (AP Wrephatò*) , -

I I I 811® 



CHARGES OF TREASONj 
( i n n n t f m i n n n n ^ 
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i DnUUun DI uUriUnO 
1 S l i l l H J E N M 
Action Climaxes Investigation Begun 
After Publication in POST of Nazis 

And California Nips in Embrace 

Three California-born Japanese sisters were indicted in Den-
ver Tuesday by a federal grand jury on charges of "treason and 
conspiracy to commit treason" in the escape of two German pris-
oners of war from a camp near Trinidad last October. 

The indictments climaxed an investigation which began last 
October after publication in THE DENVER POST of seized snap-
shots showing the prisoners and the women in warm embrace. 

The women named by the grand jury are Tsuruko (Toots) 
j Wallace, 34; Florence (Flo) Shlvze 

Otani, 33, and Shitara (Billie) Tani-
( goshi, 31. All had been residents of 
; the Amache, Colo., relocation cen-
j ter at Granada, east of Trinidad. 
, Before being sent to the relocation 

camp, they resided at Inglewood, a 
suburb of Los Angeles, Calif. 

They were charged with aiding 
! the escape of Corps. Heinrich Hai-
: der, 31, and Herman August Loesch-
f er, 31, former Afr ika Korps mem-

bers, last Oct. 17. The grand jury 
said the prisoners and the three 

| women were employed at the Wing-
j er farm near Trinidad, and in the 

vicinity of the Trinidad prisoner of 
war camp where the Germans were 
interned. 

O e r u M J o T a < a | " 

WOMEN TAKJBN INTO " 
CUSTODY AT AMACHE. 

United States District Attorney 
Morrissey-said the women Were be-
ing takeh Into custody Tuesday at 
thé Amache tenter and j>robably 
Wi i ' ^ l s - ^^ " , n Denver 

j _ The indictment contained two 
; counts. Thè first, charging treason,' 

carries à maximum penalty of death 
and â minimuni penalty of a $10,-
000 fine, or five years imprisonment. 

The second, charging conspiracy; 
to commit treason, carries a maxi-
mum penalty of $10,000 fine and two 
years Imprisonment. 

ACCUSED OF PROVIDING 
I PRISONERS WITH MAPS. 

The indictment asserted the wom-i 
àe n provided the prisoners with 
; road maps, railroad time tables, 
clothing, a flashlight and money 
and had driven them in an automo-' 
bile as fa r as Wagon Mound, N. M., 
eighty miles south of Trinidad,, on^ 

,an overnight trip, 
i The prisoners were captured Oct.] 
19 at WatrouS, N. M., and officers} 
found snapshots on Haider showing} 
himself and his companion In aj 

»fond embrace with Japanese wom-j 
en, identified by District Attorney] 

(Turn to Page 3—Col. 4.) 



T> *  11 * f P 4- -#1 three California-born Japanese sisters, who are 

£ > 1 1 1 1 6 , X 0 0 I S CtXICl r 1 0 J pictured here, were charged with treason Tues-

day in an indictment returned by a federal grand jury in Denver. Asi a result, they face a 

maximum penalty of death. The indictments charge the three women aided the escape of two 

German prisoners of war from the camp at Trinidad, Colo., last October. The prisoners were s 

captured in New Mexico and on one of them pictures of themselves in fond embrace with Japa-

nese girls were found. These pictures, first published in THE DENVER POST, caused a na-

tionwide sensation and started the investigation that ended in the indictments Tuesday. ^ 

Shitara (Blilie) Tanlgoshi Tsuruko (Toots) Wallace \ Florence (Flo) Otani 



I Seized Photo 

ib&Qo Tri to*"**-

(Associated Press Wirephoto.l 

One of the snapshots taken f rom 
recaptured German prisoner in 
Colorado. 

Trinidad, Colo., Oct. 27 {&).—Five 
Japanese women, one carrying a 
baby, were in custody today for in-
vestigation arising from the discov-
ery of pictures which showed Japa-
nese women in the embrace of Ger-
man war prisoners, six of whom 
escaped from a nearby internment 
camp last week. 

The women were taken into cus-
tody for questioning by a federal 
bureau of investigation agent at a 
farm w h e r e Japanese-Americans 
from the Amache relocation centers 
were employed on seasonal leave. 

In Denver, Gordon Nicholson, 
agent in charge of the district FBI 
office, confirmed that the women 
were being held and questioned. 

The six German prisoners who 
escaped last week were recap^red, 
two at a time, across the line In1 

northern New Mexico. Police Chief 
Nolan Utz of Las Vegas, in search-1 
ing Corp. Heinrich Haider, former ly! 
of the Afrika Korps, discov«r«M 
three s n a p s h o t s 
showed Haider and two HhoRJwaw 
identified men in the arms»«?Japa-
nese women. 

x THE E V E N I N G STAR, Washington,D.O. 
/ TUESDAY, MAY  9, 

3 U. 5.-Jap Sisters 
Accused of Treason 
By the Associated Press. 

Attorney General Biddle said to-
day an indictment charging three 
American-born sisters of Japanese 
ancestry with treason in aiding two 
German soldiers to escape from a 
prisoner of war camp at Trinidad, 
Colo., last October 16, was returned 
by a Federal gr^nd jury at Denver. 

Named as defendants, Mr; Biddle 
reported, are Tsuruko Wallace, Flor-
ence Shivze Otani and Billie Shitara 
Tanifeoshi, former residents of Cal-
ifornia who were sent after Pearl 
Harbor to a relocation camp at 
Granada, Colo. 

Mr. Biddle said the indictment, 
containing two counts, charged that 
the three women aided Helnrich 
Haider and Herman August Loesch-
er to escape by furnishing them with 
food, clothing, money and highway 
maps and by transporting them to 
Wagon Mound, N. Mex. ' 

Investigation of the women fol-
lowed publication of pictures show-
ing men prisoners embracing Jap-
anese women. 

The prisoners later were recap-
tured in New Mexico. 

The Justice Department reported 
tha t the women met- Haider on a 
farm near Trinidad, where they 
were permitted to work, in April, 
1943. 

\FBI PROBES JAP 
GIRLS' VISIT WITH 
NAZI PRISONERS 

5 Trapped by Photos 
of Kissing. 

• Denver, Colo., Oct. 28 [Special].— 
Details of amorous meetings be-
tween German war prisoners from 
a camp near Trinidad, Colo., and 
Japanese women employed on near-
by farms were sought by agents of 
the federal bureau of investigation 
today from five Japanese women 
held in Trinidad. 

The women were detained after 
photographs found on a recaptured 
Nazi prisoner showed prisoners em-
bracing Japanese women. The wom-
en were not identified. 

" One Kiss " Led to Another. 

One report current today was that 
the spooning episodes now under 
investigation resulted from a deci-
sion of Nazi prisoners to " steal one 
kiss each from a Jap girl." But the 
one kiss, reports said, led to spoon-
ing, hugging, and additional kissing. 

The Japanese girls involved are 
from the Amache concentration cen-
ter. They were sent into the Trini-
dad district last spring to farm there 
on a share basis. About a month 

! ago, detachments of Nazi prisoners 
from the Trinidad camp were sent 
into the field to assist in harvest-
ing vegetables. 

The Germans became acquainted 
with some of the Japanese girls and 
amorous interludes followed. 

Camera and Rifle Found. 

In an FBI search of the house 
where the five Japanese women 
lived, a camera and a .22 caliber rifle 
were found. I t is believed the cam-

plement such needs. 

era is the one with which the snap-
shots were taken. 

Lt. Col. William S. Hannah, com-
manding officer of the Trinidad 
camp for German prisoners, is re-
ported to have visited the Jap farm 
and to have instructed guards there 
to permit no fur ther meetings be-
tween the German prisoners and 
the Japanese girls. 
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^ v e t e r a n s of Rommel 's Afr ica C o r p s - t o escape f rom the army 

3 S H £ s s u u s i s « » s r 

D a « w * « « - ~ 
in ternment camp near Tr in idad. 

Nazis Left Camp for Farm Jobs 
Names of the women charged by the grand Jury 

the S m s XP OGenevV' 'convent ion^^ t h e Na , i n o n - c o ^ were 

employed at the Winger f a r m on O c t 17 Yo the c h a i e s , discussed 

K n ' i d f S c a p e C K c o ' i n c i f e n t a l aspects 

0 1 1 The Nazis o ! course, are charged wi th no crime. That 's one o t 

and a min imum penalty of a $10,uuu ime or n v c j<= 
mcnt . 

\ v 



Not Capital Crime ~ ~ 
The second, charging conspiracy to commit treason, carries a 

maximum penalty of a $10,000 f ine and two years' imprisonment. 
According to the Indictments, the sisters furnished the Germans 

with money, civilian clothing, a flashlight, road maps and t ime-tables, 
to Wagon Mound, N. M. On Oct. 19, the Germans 

south America ^ 
from the Trinidad camp have » t t L n S ? r i f ? t

e r s who have escaped 
back to their Vaterlandf a l m o s t t h e same itinerary 
mg, in the event of their rapture b e e n a Pa r t of their train-

Clothing Given Nazis 

p a i r f ^ & ^ ^ ^ ^ u ^ t h e women of concealing two 
Winger fa rm about Oct 6 ° h a t s m t h e b u s h es near the 

T o o | i i c S ^ d1 t o t ^ z r H ^ t S a y S t h 3 t M i s s Wallace—the one called 
"We have something for you " 

l a t e / S « ,laShl'ght 

N. M , 87 miles south o l T r i n i d a d i ? i ? .h W a y . 8 5' A t W ae o n Mound, 
and tfie Germans Z ^ e e d e d on loo/ , h J ? " P U m p w e n t » "»wiM 
« u s , the women A S f t M o ^ U ^ e S f & T a r ' f i x e d ^ ' " 

Snapshots Start Inquiry 

h u s b a n d0 ' ^ T o m X ' d ^ J ^ n r T ° m a ™ d 'wice. Her f irst 

before the evaluat ion o l M , « L ^ A M ^ i 

(Continued on Page 7) 

Tsuruko (Toots) Wallace F l o r e n c • ' ^ n S T m ^ S T o S T 

Accused of helping Nazi prisoned to escape!"" Tanlgoshl 



( J I M *. . f e w 

3 U. SUBORN JAP 
SISTERS INDICTED 
IN NAZIS'ESCAPE 

Face Possible Death Sen-
tence if Convicted on 

Treason Charge 

DENVER, May 9 (IP)—A treas-
on ind ic tment was re tu rned today 
aga ins t th ree Japanese-Amer ican 
s is ters accused of a id ing in the 
escape of two G e r m a n pr isoners 
of wa r . The charges arose f r o m 
invest igat ion of snapsho ts show-
ing the women and the fug i t i ves 
in amorous embrace. 

A Federa l Grand J u r y named 
the women — each of w h o m is 
mar r ied — as T s u r u k o "Toots" 
Wallace, 35; F lorence (Flo) 
Shivze Otani, 33; and Billie Shi-
t a ra Tanigoshi , 32. They were 
res idents of t he Granada reloca-
t ion center in sou thern Colorado. 
Mrs. Wal lace and Mrs. Tanigoshi 
each have a smal l child. 
Nazis Escaped Las t Fa l l 

The th ree were accused of pro-
viding an automobi le, clothing, 
road m a p s and money f o r Corps. 
Heinr ich Haider , 31, and H e r m a n 
Augus t Loescher, 31, who escaped 
f r o m the Tr in idad (Colo.) camp 
last October 17. They were re-
captured two days la te r a t Wa-
t rous, N . M. 

The sisters, who were work ing 
a t the Winger f a r m where the 
pr isoners also had been employed 
nea r Tr in idad, were charged also 
wi th accompany ing the Germans 
as f a r as Wagon Mound, N. M., 87 
mi les south of Tr in idad. There 
t he car broke down and the Ger-
m a n s proceeded on foot the re-
ma in ing 22 mi les to Wat rous , t he 
women re tu rn ing to Tr in idad. 
Dea th Sentence Possible 

| The indic tment , conta in ing two 
'counts , charged t reason and con-
sp i racy to commi t t reason. The 
first count carr ies a m a x i m u m 
penal ty of death and a m i n i m u m 
of five years ' impr isonment or a 
fine of $10,000. The second count 
carr ies a m a x i m u m penal ty of a 
$10,000 fine and two years ' im-
pr isonment . 

The pictures, showing the wo-
men in t h e a r m s of Ha ider and 
Loescher, were discovered on 
Haider a f t e r h is capture. 
I U. S. Dist r ic t A t to rney Thorn--
as J . Morr issey said the th ree 
twere ar res ted a t the center t oday 
and probably would be arra igned] 
in Denver May 12. 

Tt&se Photos Led to an Indictment 

These a re two of the p ic tures tha t led to the investigation 
of charges tha t t h ree Japanese-Amer ican s isters aided in the 
escape of two German pr isoners f r o m a Colorado prison camp, 
yes te rday , t he gir ls, who had the pecul iar ly Amer ican nick-
n a m e s of "Toots," "F lo " and "Bill ie," were indicted on charges 
of t reason. 



THE NEW YORK SUN, THURSDAY, MAY 11, 1944. 

THREE JAPANESE-AMERICAN SISTERS ACCUSED 

United Sta te , Deputy Marshal and a mat ron (third f rom lef t ) e*cort 
s isters, charged with treason in the escape of two German pr isoner , of w i r f rom . Colorado 
The scene is in Denver. The defendants are Tsuroko Wal lace (second f rom le f t ) , Billie Ta 
gochi ( turning her head) and Florence Otami. 

\ 
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TREASON 
CHARGES i 
TO STAND 

Court Refuses to 
Dismiss Case 
Against Japs 

• 1 

United States District Judge! 
Symes upheld Monday the in-j 
dictment by a federal grand-
ĵury of three Japanese-Ameri-
can women on charges of trea-
?son in aiding the escape of two 

German war p .done rs f rom a camp 

at Tr in idad, Colo. 
' Kenneth W. Robinson, court-ap-
[pointed defense counsel, spoke for 
' d ismissa l/asser t ing the indictment 
! d i d not 'allege an intent ion to fu r -
ther the German « i cause against 

C United States. Judge Symes 
i answered tha t the women are ac-
[ c u ^ d of helping former members 
of the German army to escape and 

u £ e success of this plot would-' tehd 
l i o ^ t ienethen the enemy, giving 

them t^ro more soldier» to f ight the 

^ ^ i u T e ^ o denied a n . n f o r m a l 

request by Robinson to p l e a s e one 
of he women, who are being held 
on bonds of $7,500, on her own recog^ 
n i /ance to care for two children,/-» 
i n d 9 v e "B old, at the Amache war 
relocation. The chi ldren are daugh-
ters of Tsurulo (Toots) Wallace and 
BiHle Shi tara T a n i g o s h i . The thivd 
defendant is Florence (Flo) Shivze 

Otani. 

FIRST COLORADO 
TRRASON CASK. 

Th« judge said he could not g ran t 
t h e request Unless proof was sub-
mit ted tha t the heal th of the chil-
dren Is béing impaired, • Robinson 
haying sáid thá t they were- "pining 
away and needed attention»! 

The trial of the women will be the 
'^rscH*- Colorado involving * éharge 

which carr ies a maxl-
-¿T * 'fcyof death. I t Will begin 
r (Contin - 1 . 

a f te r June 12 when a pet i t jury Is 

c o u r ^ e ^ 

L r u r ^ u s e s w i th ^ 

? Í i n thei r h S r . The th i rd wore 

Z ^ J & ^ . w r * o f 

% t d d i g m n U y of the gravest cr ime 
* 5 T J L upon these> defendants, f 

Robinson said the  ̂ f a i l 

« f l c t , A p é e m e U 
cient to const i tu te any of fense 

¡'against the laws of the. United 
ST h eS women, who had been evac-
u a t e ! f r o m Cal i fornia to the relo-
cation, camp near Granada we ie 
work ing on a f a rm. There tney 
me t two fo rmer members of tne 
German Af r ica Korps now¡ prison-
ers of w a r - H e i n r i c h Haider Sl 
and H e r m a n Toescher, 31. Tha t 
was Aug. 31. The pr isoners es-
I a p t e £ bu t Oct. 9 were arrested in 
Wat roús , N . H. . and alleged aid 
comfort , t ranspor ta t ion and help 
provided by the Japanese women 

W ^ S V a n te U n i t e d States Distr ic t 
At torney Ivor O. Wingren pre-
sented ci tat ions to prove the indict 
ment well and properly made and 
asked a day be set fo r t r ia l 

Among documents found on the 
German pr isoners when they were 
a r r e T e d were snapshot«^ showing 
the tal l blond German soldiers fond-
ly embracing the Japanese girls. 
These photographs led to an F B I 
invest igat ion which resul ted in the 
indic tment aqd ar res t» 

8�ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT, I 

Jap Sisters | 
Convicted Of 
Conspiracy 

Denver (IP)�Three Japanese-Amer-
ican sisters accused of helping two 
German prisoners escape from in-
ternment camp were convicted by a 
U. S. District Court jury today of 
conspiracy to commit treason, and 
wére acquitted of treason charges. 

Judge J. Foster Symes withheld 
imposition of sentence, which, under 
thé law. may not exceed two years 
in -prison and $10,000 fine. If they 
had been convicted of treason the 
penalty could have been death. 

Defense Attorney Kenneth W. 
Robinson was given three days in 
which to file a motion for a new 
tr ia l if he decided to ask one. He 
said he has not determined whether 
to seek a new trial or whether he 
will appeal. m , 

The defendants — Mrs. Tsuruko 
•'Toots" Wallace, 35; Mrs. Florence 
"Flo" Shivze Otani. 33, and Mrs. 
Biliie Shitara Tanigoshi, 32 — ex-
hibited no emotion when the ver-
dict, reached by the jury last night 
and then sealed, was read m court 
this morning.; 

CONVICT J APANESE SISTERS 

Denver Juror» Hold Three Guilty 
of Conspiracy, Not Treason 

DENVER, Aug./ 11 <£>)—Three 
Japanese-Amer ican s is ters accused 
of helping two German pr isoners 
escape f r o m in te rnment camp were 
convicted by a Federa l j u r y today 
of conspiracy to commit t reason, 
and were acqui t ted of t reason 

° Judge J* Fos te r Symes wi thheld 
imposit ion of sentence, which, un-
der the law, m a y not exceed two 
years in pr ison and $10,000 f ine. 
If they had been convicted of t rea-
son the^ penal ty could have been 

d 6T h e defendants, Mrs. Tsuruko 
Wal lace, 35; Mrs. F lorence Shivze 
Otani, 33, and Mrs. Billie Sh i ta ra 
Tanigoshi, 32, exhibi ted no emotion 
when the verd ic t w a s read. 
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1 of lap Sisters « 
Is Freed on Bond 

t "Rillie Shi tara Tanigoshi, 32, one 

Iters indicted 
H ™ S 7 5 0 0 personal recog-

J Morrissey said t h e « > « f JB » | 
ar ranged so f / J ^ i g o i w , f ou r . ! 
daughter , Car iene J 

t f t h e " S h e R e l a t i o n Center . <; 

" T h e X r two sisters TsuruUo ^ 

Shivze^O^ni^renfa in in jaii awai t r 
ing t r ia l Ju ly 24 o n ' charges ot 
aiding the escape ol t - G g j g n 

doners of war i rum * ^ ^ ^ 
^•st fa l l . • ' _ J T J 

DIVISION OF 
PRESS INTELLIGENCE 

1526-lUth St., N. W. 

STMBOL 

G a z e t t e ( i ) 
Colo.. Springs, Colo 

DATE 

P- ¡MM f i t !!'"VÌ 

e of Three 

Si sters Fr eed 
IK '2 
" p u t on 

in 

0 Personal 

r to Car e 

and Ni ec e 
$ 

* pENVBR, June 15 (AP)—One of 
lairee Japanese-American s i s t e r s 
»waiting trial July 24 on charges of 
treason in th-3 escape last October 
of 'two German prisoners of war at 
Trinidad, was released today on 57,-
ROtr personal recognizance bond. 
: % g District Attferotey Thomas J. 

Mor r i s^y a»d .BUlli ' S h i t a r a Tanl-
goshi, 32, w is |el<4a«sd from Denver 
county iail l i M r \ « \ c a w for her 
daUghteV c A l / W Tanfgoshl, 4, and 
he r niecf, Diana Wallace, 9, at the 
Granada relocation center near La-

toaJ1- _ 1 _ 
T u S. District Judge J . F o s t e r 
gymes approved the bond posted 
tfith U. S. Commissioner Harold 
Qakes, and permission to release 
t W woman was given by the attor-
ney general's office In Washington, 
Morrissey said. 
^ e r sisters, Tsuruko (Toots) Wal-

la.ce, 35, and Florence ghivze O W 
88,' ar& still in custody, A 



. t '  T T i E  DENVER POST last October, that created a nation. 
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THREE JAP SISTERS INDICTED 
AS TRAITORS IN NAZIS' ESCAPE 

Women Accused of Providing War Prisoners at 

Trinidad With Map; Treason Charge Climaxes 

Probe Begun Thru Photo in POST. 

(Continued .From Page One.) 
Morrissey as the women named In 
the indictment. 

United States District Judge 
Symes, to whom the indictment was 
returned, suggested bond for the 
three at $10,000 each. 

The grand jury accused the wom-
en of concealing two pairs of 
trousers, two shirts and two hats in 
bushes near the Winger fa rm about 
Oct. 6. 
SIX PRISONERS 

no espionage plot was involved, and 
said the maps allegedly given the 
prisoners by the women contained 
no markings of mil i tary value. , 

The investigation is "still in a 
pending status," he said, indicating 
fur ther f indings may develop as a 
result of the indictment. 

Fourteen Granada 

Japs Indicted 
FLED FROM CAMP. 

Oct. 14, the indictment said, 
Tsuruko Wallace called to Haider: 

"We have something for you." 
Haider was said then to have 

been advised of the hiding place. 
Two days later Haider and Loescher 
escaped and were driven southward 
by the three Japanese women, the 
government alleges. 

The Wallace woman was accused 
of giving Haider a f lashlight later 
that day, and the next day provid-
ing him with $11 in currency. ^ 

The two were among six prison-
ers to escape f rom the Trinidad 
camp. 

After the arrest of Haider and 
Loescher at Watrous, five Japanese-
American women were held for 
questionnig at Trinidad, Oct. 27. 
Several days later they were re-
leased by federal bureau of Inves-
tigation agents and Information 
gained f rom them was kept a strict 
secret. 

No information was available Im-
mediately on the marital status of 
the three sisters, altho off icers said 
all had been marr ied as their names 
would indicate. 
NO ESPIONAGE 
PLOT INVOLVED. 

The Denver office of the FB I 
Tuesday maintained the same si-
lence by which the investigation of 
the case had been characterized 
thruout. 

H. R. Duffey, special agent in 
charge, said any information addi-
tional to that contained in the for-
mal announcement of the grand 
jury's indictment released by Mor-
rissey would have to be withheld 
pending arra ignment of the women. 

"Some of the information," he 
said, "may have to be used as evi-
dence and the district attorney 
would not want to disclose it in 
advance." Duffey disclosed, however, that 

Fourteen J a p a n e s e-Americans 
f rom the Granada relocation center 
near Amache, Colo., were indicted 
by a United States grand jury in 
Denver Tuesday for alleged failure 
to report for preinduction physical 
examinations and fai lure to report 
for induction. They were called by 
the Lamar, draf t boai;d. Bail for 
each was set at $2,500. 

� B n m H H 
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3 NISEI WOMEN 
TO FACE TRIAL 

Snapshots F igure In U . S . 
Treason Case Against 

.Jap-Americans 

DENVER,' Aug. 5. - (ff) —Snap-
shots of three Japanese-American 
sisters in the arms of two German 
prisoners of war will constitute an 
important part of the governments 
evidence when one of the nation s 
major treason trialsr of this, w 
opens Monday in U. S. district 
court. 

The sisters—Mrs. Tsuruko Wal-
lace, 33; Mrs. Florence Shivze Otani, 
3>5 a nd Mrs. Billie Shitara Tani-
coshi 32—are the defendants, fac-
inc a possible death sentence if 
convicted. The Nazis-Cpls. Hein-
rich Haider, 31, and Herman Au-
gust Loeschcr, 31, both former 
members of Rommel's routed Af-
rlka Korps—are the governments 
star witnesses. 

Accuscd Of Aiding Nazis 
The Nisei women, evacuated to 

the Granada relocation center at 
Amache, Colo., f rom their homes in 
Inglewood, Calif., af ter Pearl Har-
bor, are accused of aiding the Ger-
mans to flee f rom the • Trinidad 
Prisoner of ^ a r Camp last Octo-
b eT h e ' indictment contains two 
counts. One charges treason, which 
carries a penalty ranging f rom $10,-j 
000 fine or five years' imprison-
ment, to death. The other alleges 
Conspiracy to commit treason. Max-
imum penalty on conviction is $10,-
000 line and two years in prison. 

Two Days Of Freedom . 
The Nazis enjoyed only two d a j s 

of freedom. Then FBI agents in-
tercepted them at Watrous N Mex 
in Ha iders possession, the indict 
meivt charges, were picture«* show-
nc the Germans embracing the I 

women, who worked oh ^ s a m e 
farm near the internment 

A erand jury charged that me 
defendants gave the prisoners road 
mans of California, Nevada and 
Colorado, a railroad t imetab le ' 
clothmg «ashlight money and an 
automobile. The fugitives, it said, 
had planned to re turn to the Fa-
therland via Mexico and South 

A Thei C aGermans will appear in 
court wearing ful l uni form and 
decorations. 

ARIZONA 
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Three ap women s 
Treason Trial Nears 

DENVER, Aug. 5—iAP)—Snap-
shots of three Japanese-American 
sisters in the arms of two German 
prisoners of war will constitute an 
important part of the government's 
evidence when one of the nation's 
major treason trials of this war 
opens Monday in U. S. District 
Court. 

The sisters—Mrs. Tsuruko Wal-
lace, 35 years old; Mrs. Florence 
Shivze Otani, 33, and Mrs. Billie 
Shitara Tanigoshi, 32—are the de-
fendants, . facing a possible death 
sentence if convicted. The Nazis— 
Corps. Heinrich Haider, 31, and 
Herman August Loescher, 31, both 
former members of Rommel's rout-
ed Afr ika Korps—are the govern-
ment's star witnesses. 

The Nisei women, evacuated to i 
the Granada relocation center at 
Amache, Colo., from their homes 
ih Inglewood, Calif., a f ter Pearl I 
Harbor, are accused of aiding the 
Germans to flee from the Trinidad 
irisoner of war camp last Octo-

( er 17. 
This indictment, contains 1 wo 

counts. One charges treason, which 
carries a penalty ranging from 
$10,000 fine or five years' imprison-
ment to death. The other alleges 
conspiracy to commit treason. 
Maximum penalty on conviction is 
$10,000 fine and two years in 
prison. 

The NaziS enjoyed only two days 
of freedom. Then Federal Bureau 
of Investigation agents interfcepted 
them at Watrous, N. M. In Hai-
der's possession, the indictment 
¡charges, were pictures showing the 
,Germans embracing the women, 
•who worked on the same farm near 
¡the internment camp. 

A grand jury charged that the< 
defendants gave the prisoners road 
maps of California, Nevada and 
Colorado, a railroad timetable, 
clothing, flashlight, money and an 
automobile. The fugitives, it is 
said, had planned to find their way 
back to their fatherland via Mexico 
and South America. 
| Kenneth Robinson, court-ap-
pointed attorney for the women, 
said today he cannot determine 
What the defense will be until he 
nears the government's case against 
ithem. 
I> "All I can say is ' tha t they are 
Ifinocent of this act," he said, 
p "What I'm determined to do is 
get a fair trial for them. And that's 
parhed hard to get in time of war." 

As to snapshots— 
! "I think," said the attorney, 
' ' that the situation probably is that 
the county agent was out taking 
Mctures of the Japanese and Ger-

•*ns working together, and the 
ures were perfectly innocent." 

government, too, seeks — 
ial hearing in -

The Germans will appear in 
court wearing i full uniform and 
decorations. t 

Mrs. Wallace and Mrs. Tanigoshi, 
both of whom ¿ire. mothers, gradu-
ated with honors in 1927 from the 
Inglewood High School and par-
tlclnated in athletics. Mrs. Otani 
and Mrs. Wallace are in the Den-
ver County Jail. Mrs. Tanigoshi is 
at the Amache camp. 

This will be Colorado's first trea-
son trial and one of the few such 
cases in the United States to in-
volve women. } 

Twice before in this war national 
attention has been focused on trea-
son prosecution. 

Max Stephan, naturalized Ger-
man-American of Detroit, was con-
victed of aiding a Nazi flier to flee 

| across the tJ. S. border from a 
Canadian prison camp. His death 

[sentence was commuted to life im-
prisonment. 

Later, six Chicagoans — three 
men and their wives—were found 
guilty of harboring. one of the 
eight saboteurs landed by a subma-
r ine on the East coast ih 1942. 
Their cases were remanded for re-
trial, however. 
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BISBKB rev iew 

Ina i Treason r 

To Open Monday 
In U. S. Court 

DENVER, Aug. 5 (AP) Snap-

shots of three Japanese-American \ 

sisters in the arms of two German j 
prisoners of war will • constitute 

an important part of the gov-

ernment's evidence when one of 

the na t ions major treason trials 

of this war opens Monday in U. S. 

istrict court. 
The sisters—Mrs. Tsuruko Wal-

lace 35; Mrs. Florence Shivze Ota-
ni, 33, and Mrs. Billie Shltar i Tani-
co'shi, 32—are the defendants facing 
a possible death sentence if con-
victed. The Nazis-Corps. Heinnch 
Haider 31, and Herman August 
Loescher, 31, both former members j 
of Rommel's routed Afr ika Korps—; 
are the government's star witnesses. | 

The Nisei women, evacuated to the 
Granada relocation center fet Co-1 

manche, Colo., f rom their homes in 
Inglewood, Calif., af ter Pearl Ha i -
ibor are accused of aiding the Ger-
mans to flee from the Trinidad 
prisoner of war camp last Oct. 17. 

The indictment contains two 
counts. One charges treason, which 
carries a penalty rarnging f rom 
$10,000 fine or five years impris- ( 

onmer.tto death. The other alleges j 
conspiracy to commit treason. Max- . 
Imum penalty on conviction is 
$10,000 fine and two years in prison., 

I The Nazis enjoyed only two days j 
of freedom. Then FBI agents in-
tercepted them at Watrous, N. M.i 
In Haider's possession, the indict-
ment charges, were pictures show-j 
ing the Germans embracing the wo-
men, wfro worked on the same fa rm 
near the internment camp. 
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3 NISEI SISTERS GO 

ON TRIAL TOMORROWI 

DENVER, Aug. 5 (JP)—Snap 
shots of three Japanese-American 
sisters in the arms of two German 
prisoners of war will constitute an 
important par t of the Govern-
ment's evidence when one of the 
nation's major treason trials of this 
war opens Monday in the Federal 
District Court. 

The sisters, Mrs. Tsuruko Wal-
lace, 35; Mrs. Florence Shivze 
Otani, 33, and Mrs. Billie Shitara 
Tanicoshi, 32, face a possible death 
sentence. The Nazi, Corps. Hein-
rich Haider, 31, and Herman 
August Loescher, 31, former mem-
bers of Rommel's Afr ika Korps, 
are the Government's s tar wit-
nesses. 

The Nisei women, evacuated to 
the Granada Relocation Center at 
Amache, Col., f rom their homes in 
Inglewood, Calif., a f ter Pearl Har-
bor, are accused of aiding the Ger-
mans to flee f rom the Trinidad 
prisoner-of-war camp Oct. 17. 

The indictment contains two 
counts. One charges treason and 
the other conspiracy to commit 
treason. 

The Nazis were f ree for two 
days. FBI agents intercepted thewf' 
a t Watrous, N. M., and, the^fn-
dictment charges, found pic-
tures showing them W i e t h e wo-
men, who worked OH' the same 
fa rm near the inteprinent camp. 

A grand j u r v ^ a r g e d that the 
defendants gave the prisoners road 
maps of California, Nevada and 
Colorado ' a railroad timetable, 
clothing, flashlight, money and an 
automobile. The,fugit ives, it said, 
planned to return to Germany vif 
Mexico and South America. 
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Japanese ^ 
relocation Cer.^ ^ 
Colo., had been tafce** ^ 
the onion harvest. \ > -

Mr. Rivera, sald Mr Wingtm, 
would testify tha t he heard Mrs 
Wallace whisper to Haider tha t 
«we have something for you. 
The "something," said Mr. W n-
gJin, was a brown gaCfcftB* y W c h 
U been hidden J M 
Haider picked up R e package, 
stuffed it in his lunch basket, ana 
w S e d away/ ; , ,The p a c k a ^ H 
was presumed, contained supplies 
which the Germans used in their 
¿scape. 

U. S. - Japanese 

Sisters on Trial 

In Aid to Nazis 

Treason Trial of 3 Women 
Accused of Helping Pair 
to Flee Camp Is Begun 

Ai 
F< 

WÌ 

>r 

l l . -

Kansas City Plans I n c o m e Tax 
KANSAS 

DENVER, Aug. 7 (UP).—Two 
German soldiers, att ired in faded, 
t ime-worn uniforms of Hitler's 
onceproud Afrika Korps, and three 
Japanese-American sisters, wear-
ing neat, American clothes, lis-
tened stoically today as govern-
ment attorneys opened A treason 
trial which might end in death 
sentence for the three women. 

Both of the Germans, as well as 
the women, speak and understand 
English, but their faces displayed 
no emotion as Ivor Wingren, As-
sistant United States District At-
torney, told a jury of five salesmen 
and eight other men of various 
occupations tha t the government 
would at tempt to prove tha t the 
women had committed treason by 
helping the Germans to escape 
f rom a prisoner of war camp near 
Trinidad, Col., last Oct. 17. 

The charges have been denied 
by the sisters, who readily admi t -
ted at the time of their arrest tha t 
they had become acquainted with 
the Nazis while working with them 
on a fa rm and were, in fact, so 
well acquainted tha t two of the 
women posed for pictures while in 
the arms of the Germans. 

The women are Mrs. Tsuruko 
Wallace, thirty-five years old, who 

known to her fr iends as 
'Toots"; Mrs. Florence Shivze 
Otani, thir ty-three, and Mrs. Billie 
Shi tara Tanigoshi, thir ty-two. 

I t is the government's conten-
tion tha t the sisters, who were 
born a t Inglewood, Calif,, and 
graduated f rom the Inglewood 
High School but were brought to 
Colorado in the avacuation of 
West Coast Japanese and Japa-
nese-Americans, had given the 
Germans a flashlight, several 
maps, a rai lroad timetable, some 
money* ari automobile and some 
civilian clothing to help them get 
to Mexico af ter their escape f rom 
the Trinidad camp. 

But the Germans — Corporals 
Heinrich Haider and Herman 
August Loescher — were recap-
tured near Watrous, N. M., af ter 
only two days of freedom: 

As Mr. Wirigrin outlined the 
government's case, it appeared 

IS tha t the chief witness for the 
prosecution would be Ernest 
Rivera, another employee Oi uie 
fa rm where German prisoners 
* the Tr inidad camp and 

-"-Americans f rom the 
—f^fj, a t Amache, 

help with 
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THREfi Japanese-American Sisters went orttrlal In U .^ . Distric^ 
Cour t in Denver today charged w i th t reason i n ^ n ^ r t l o n ^t h thd 
escape of two German prisoners of war. The 
two days later» Were to fee the ch ie f government witnesses, Sna£ 
shots showing the women in the arms of the Germans a r y n lm^ 
portant part of the case. The women ar«s U. t c r r ; ) J t o ^W * ^ 
Blllle Tanlgoshl, (turning her head) and 

yf >\ . e- 7~ W 
On Trial for Treason 
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M R S ^ l S U R U K a VyALLACE; MRS. FLORENCE OTAN 

DEATH COULD 
DE PENALTY, 
SISTERS TOLD 

America's third treason trial 
of World war II, moving with 

,unlooked-for speed, with armed 
men of the United States army 
patrolling hallways and witness 
rooms, got under way in United 
Slate? District Judge Symes' court 
here Monday. 

At noon a jury of twelve typical 
American citizens, many fathers, or 
other relatives of men in the fight-
ins: forces, had been selected to 
pans upon the fale of the three 
Japanese-American women on trial 

three sisters who are accused of 
having given "aid and comfort, to 
the enemy" in assisting two German 
prisoners of war to escape from an 
internment camp near Trinidad so 
that the men might return to the 
reich and there fight again. 

The women on trial, all married, 
two the mother of children—Mrs. 
Tsuruko (Tools) Wallace, 35; Mrs. 
Billie Tanigoshi, 32, and Mrs. Flor-
ence (Flo) Shivze Otani, 33-— sat al-
most motionless, completely without 
word or expression, as the court, In 
calm and measured words, explained 
(hat the crime with which they were 
charged might be punishable by 
death. 

TWO NAZI SOLDIERS 
WAIT TO TESTIFY. 

Outside the high-cellinged court-
room, with its great gold American 
eagle looking down from atop the 
black velvet-draped alcove under 
which the trial judge sits, the two 
Nazis, <»nce members of Rommel's 
AFiika Korps, each dressed in Ids 
army uniform, one beribboned with 
decorations won in north Africa, 

Three Si t̂er^ 0 f j i l p a n e s e Parer , t »§e went, to trial Monday morning in the 
• ^  U district court in Denvfer on a charge of treason. The 
charges grew out of their alleged association with escaped German prisoners of war. The 
three women, all American-born, are shown here. One posed for her photograph, the other 
two were snapped as they were proceeding to the court. 

/Parade of Witnesses Is 

Begun in Denver 

Case. 

, MRS. BILLIE TANIGOSHI. 



TWO NAZI SOLDIERS 
WAIT TO TESTIFY. 

Outside the high-ceilinged court-
room, with its great gold American 
eagle looking clown from atop the 
black velvet-draped alcove under 
which the trial judge sits, the two 
Nazis, once members of Rommel's 
Afr ika Korps, each dressed in his 
army uniform, one beribboned with 
decorations won in north Africa, 
awaited their turn to take the wit-
ness stand, star witnesses for the 
government. 

They, according to the opening 
statement of ' Assistant United 
States District Attorney Ivor O. 
Wingren, were men who "kissed" 
and, having kissed, were now about 

(to tell, even tho the telling might 
mean that the women to whom they 

¿made love go to the gallows. 
| The German prisoners, who sat 
.briefly in the courtroom Monday, 
.before all witnesses in the case 
[were excluded by older of Judge 
Symes, were anything but the 10-
rmantic f igures a series of snap-
-shots, showing one of them in lov-
pug embrace with the defendants 

(Turn to Page 5—Col. 1.) 

m « 



MONDAY, AUGUST 7, 1944-
i . . •). a.«... i Mir" = -• •»'--" 

J U R Y C H O S E 
COURT TELLS SISTERS CRIME 
COULD BRING DEATH PENALTY 

Nazi War Prisoners Whom Three Are Accused of 

Helping Escape Awaiting Chance to 

Testify in Denver Case. 

(Continued From Page One.) 
shortly before their escapes from 
prison camp, indicated them to be. 

The two, Corp. Heinrich Haider, 
31, a mule tender with the Afr ika 
Korps, whose outfit was blasted to 
ribbons by New Zealanders in Tunis, 
and Corp! Herman August Loescher, 
21, a machine gunner, who dreamed 
of becoming an officer in the Ger-
man army, but never attained his 
ambition because of capture, are 
the fCfchoolmaster type. Each is be-
spec tac led a n d short�su rp r i s ing l y 
short—of stature. 

Each wore his uniform—or what 
was left of it. Haider, the main 
plotter in the escape, according to 
Wingren's opening statement, had 
worn thin his German army trou-
sers and so he wore a baggy pair of 
tweeds, furnished by the army. He 

! had on his t ight-f itt ing army coat, 
minus any decoration—for he was 
but a muie tender Loescher, who, 
according to the government's case, 
did not know the trio of Japanese-
Americans who allegedly aided him 
until he met them at the very hour 
of his attempted escape, sat in he-
ribboned and somewhat more im-
posing dress. 
JURORS TYPICALLY 
AMERICAN. 

The twelve men who, at the close 
of the trial, must pass upon the 
stories told by these Nazis aifd 
upon the supporting evidence gath-
ered by the army and the F B I -
are typically American—men from 
the city and small town and farm. 
They are: 

George O. Schmidt, a Denver jew-
eler, living at 1898 Yarrow street, 
Lakewood; Eckard B. Radic of 1545 
Pearl street, salesman for a whole-
sale grocery house; George John 
Roth of 1318 East Pike's Peak ave-

er. But there was another prisoner, 
one Backus, who talked to the wom-
en—Toots and her sisters, Flo and 
Billie. I t was Haider who pro-
posed she and her sisters aid him. 
At f irst she said to him that he,; 
was lucky to be alive. She said j 
the war would be over soon and for > 
him not to at tempt escape—that it j 
was dangerous. But eventually she : 
agreed. The evidence will then 
show that there was note-passing | 
between the German prisoners and I 
the women. I t will be the evidence 
that Toots and Billie secured road | 
maps from filling stations In Trlnl- ; 
dad, that they gave a flashlight, j 
clothing - t w o pairs of trousers, two ! 
pea jackets, two blue hats—to these j 
men. And they gave them money." j 

Wingren detailed that Toots went | 
to the farmer and asked for a $30 
advance on her wages. 
PICTURES TAKEN 
OF "LOVING EMBRACES." 

During this time the sister Flo, 
who had a camera, altho Japanese-
American internees are not sup-
posed to have cameras, took a 
series of pictures of her sisters, 
Billie and Toots, in what Wingren 
termed "loving embrace" with Hai-
der and the soldier Backus. These 
pictures, later found on Haider 
when he was arrested, were printed 
In THE DENVER POST and start-
ed the investigation which resulted 
in the trial which opened Monday. 

Wingren related that the sisters 
hid the articles to be used in the 
German's escape beneath some lunch 
in a clump of bUshes on the farm. 
He said one witness, Ernest Rivera, 
who was working in the onion field 
at that time, will testify that he 
heard Toots tell the German where 
he could find these th ings -and 
make the plan to meet Jhim and his 
friend, Loescher, that night. 



mie, Colorado Springs, a candy 
(salesman; Arnold Frankl in Rich of 
1186 South Williams street, sales-
man, Denver; Chester C. Robb of 
2627 Java court, Denver, salesman"; 
Wesley R. Curtis of 266 South Wil-
liams street, Dehver, assistant man-
ager of the A. A. A.; Gilbert H. 
Denton Jr . of 155 Lafayette street, 
treasurer of the Vulcan Iron works; 
John Patr ick Maguire of 568 Marion 
street; William Homer Sharpton of 
55 El Paso boulevard, Manitou; 
Colo., an insurance man; Adolph R.. 
Miller of 1518 Fourteenth street,' 
CJree'ey, cashier of the First Na-
tional bank; Floyd A. Doty of fillj 

i- East Platte a v e n u e , Colorado 
f Spvings, business school manager, 

and Harold Edward Mahoney of 
4704 Grant street, Denver, , an 
auditor, 

i TH IRTEENTH JUROR 
-BRINGS PROTEST. 
; The thirteenth juror— and there 
was a brisk f lareup when \ Chief 

; Defense Counsel Kenneth W. Rob-
inson pleaded that he be dismissed 
from service for cause—is Henry T. 
Gassert of Holyoke, Colo. In Hol-

' yoke he is ohief of police in addition 
to being manager of the light com-
pany. He is well known in Ameri-
can Legion circles ami past com-
mander of his post. 

Of these men, seven have rela-
• tives in the aimed services. Many 
who were excused have sons now 
in service. One, H. R. Legingham 
of 4518 IJjtica street, has a son who 

. was at Por.rl Harbor on the day of 
the Japanese sneak attack. Another 

• dismissed, William Tracy Hover, 
Denver furni ture man, has two 
sons in service, one in England, the 
other in Australia., where he "met 
the Japs." 

As court recessed at 32:30 o'clock, 
' to resume at 2 p. ni., one witness 
t h a d testified. He was Hugh M. 
»Byrd, the G-man who took into cus-
t tody the trio of Japanese-American 
* women, who were internees in the 
' c a m p at Amache, Colo., near Lamar. 
He told simply of taking the wom-
en to the sherif f 's office and then 
locking them in jail. 
HEAD OF PRISON 

, CAMP TO TESTIFY, 
r The others who will testify and 
who were present as the trial 
opened form an imposing list. They 
include Col. William Hannon, head 

lof the prisoner.of war camp at the 
Mime the Nazis nscaned. 

SAYS GERMANS MET 
WOMEN ON ROAD. 

On the n i g h t of the escape, 
Wingren said, the Germans got out 
of the prison camp thru a hole in 
the fence and met the three women 
on the road six miles from Trinidad. 
This Was by prearra ngement, 
Wingren stated. The men got into 
the car and, with Toots at the 
wheel, started southward over 
Raton pass, thru Springer, N. M., 
and to Wagon Mound. At this point 
the sisters decided they did not 
have suff icient gasoline to carry 
the Germans farther, and returned 
home. 

What occurred at the part ing 
Wingren did not detail. 

"It was 1:30 a. m., and- they 
talked some," he said. "Toots slipped 
a little package In Haider's jacket 
pocket. I t had thé pictures in it-^ 
and the money In $1 bills. Then thé 
sistèrs started back, but their car 
broke down at Springer. The men 
went on and were captured later 
by thé highway patrol." ' 
NAZIS AGREE TO 
TAKE AMERICAN OATt% 

That is the story the government! 
witnesses will tell. 

Thru it the two Nazis, who have 
agreed to take the American oath— 
Haider is a Catholic and Loescher 
à Lutheran, and both have stated 
they subscribe to the American oath 
and do not hold to the Nazi doc-
trine which denies the oath—are 
expected to prove the main wit-
nesses. The government announced 
it has much supporting testimony, 
including what it claims are the 
f ingerprints of Toots and Billie on 
the road maps taken from the pris-
oners af ter their arrest. 

Robinson, one of the city's out-
standing criminal lawyers, ap-
pointed by the court, reserved his 
opening statement until the state 
finishes its case. I t was expected 
thè trial, which moved from the 
opening to the first, witness in two 
hours, would not take over four 
days. 

The penalty, the court told the 
jurors, each of whom said "he had 
no prejudices toward Japanese"— 
(Judge Symés used the term Japa-
nese-American but once)—and could 
give a fair verdict, might be death. 
It also can be ,a fine, or imprison-
ment of five yfears to life. 

1 

» Wingren. who is assisting United 
^States District Attorney Morrlssey 
' i n presentation of the government's 
case, gave the jurors the outline of 
tvhat the evidence is expected to be. 
•t The two Germans were captured 
In Africa, he said. The three worn 

-eh and members of their families, 
¡including Toots Wallace's husband, 
j William, their father Azuita 
I (George) Shitara; a sister, Mary, 
land a brother, George, were sent 
' f rom the Amache center where they 
'had been received from Inglewood, 
' Calif., to an onion farm, twenty 
[miles from Trinidad, operated by 
¿Lloyd T. Winger. The Shitaras 
! worked in the onions on a share-
< cropper basis. To this farm came 
(thirty German prisoners from the 
' Trinidad camp. Neither Haider nor 
oLoescher was among the original 
»¿roup. For some days the Germans 
< worked with the Japanese-Ameti-
tjtftns in the onions. One day, in Oc-
t obe r , 1943, Haider schemed with a 
{fellow prisoner, who had been work-
i n g on thé farm; t6 take his placé' 
,He had no right to do this, but a^ 
¿roll call he anwered to another's 
>hame and went to the farm. 
*  «JUMPS OVER DETAILS 
*  OF NAZI'S "CHARMS." ! 

There he soon became acquainted 
.with Toots Wallace. 
n. W in Sr e n jumped, rather than; 
skipped, over just what charm he; 
indicated this stubby, thinnish, be-( 
spectacled German exercised overî 
Toots, as Mrs. Wallace was called 

^ihruout the proceedings. Wingren 
simply said, "He spoke to her and 
other things," and then added, "and 
he receive back—other things that 
gave him to believe that he might 
approach this woman, Toots, upon 
the matter of escape." 

Said Wingren: 
"Approach her he did—and as he 

Aid the other German, who will tes-
t i fy Here, was in the prison camp at 
Trinidad. That is the man Loesch-
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rvst: Photosí Shown 
In Treason Trial Here 
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{Continued From Face S) 

m... -H fmyn MÍ • 
M S H t " ' ' ^ ' records/yColohel  s Hannarl 

^ l i P ^ Mt,'Robinson thett read a list 
five German ' prisoner-of-war 

H. Hathaway Manuel Mares 
names, and askefl whether Colonel 
Hannan d idn ' t recal l th&t these 
were missing. 

The l ieutenant colonel did re -
call that these were missing. 

* "And didn' t th ree German of f i -
cers escape short ly a f te rward?" 
Mr. Robinson pursued. 
Found 165-Foot Tunne l , 

The l ieutenant colonel 'said this 
was t rue, ' ' 4 

"And wasn' t a big tunne l found 
leading into . the of f icers ' q u a r -
ters?*' 

"Yes." ' ' . ~ 
"How big was this tunnel? 

Wasn ' t it w i red?" 
" I t was 165 feet long and f ive 

by three feet in size," Colonel H a n -
n a n repl ied. " I t went f r om the of -
f icers ' quar ters under the fence." 
There was an electr ic w i re in it." 

"What about the d i r t removed 
in digging this tunnel? That 's a 
lot of dir t ." 

Colonel Hannan said they never, 
had found what had happened to 
the dirt . He said he~had t rans-
fe r red to another camp a f te r a 
f e w months. 
F B I Agents Test i fy . 

FBI agents — Richard H. 
JPueblo, and Joseph F. 

»enver—were then in -

to get some Conoco "maps, sayirii 
she Was-going to visit her "folks 

Mi -. Robinson dbjectect to the lrijf 
t roduct ioh of th&maps as evidence 
oh the basis that no single witness 
—nei ther Utz nor Hathaway—hac 
ident i f ied these par t icu lar maps it 
the courtroom as those taken frorr 
the prisoners. Judge Symes up-
held ' this contention; butV fulec" 
that test imony as to f ingerprints 
on the Snaps couid be submit ted J 

J.since Garts ide had testi f ied that ! 
T o o t s ' h a d taken maps > f rom his! 
station. : < J 

F ingerpr in ts Ident i f ied ''<\ 
John R. Robyak, an FBI f inger -

pr in t exper t f rom Washington, 
then took the stand to test i fy he 
had found latent f ingerpr ints on 
these m&ps which in his opinion 
were the same as the f ingerpr ints 
of TootS and Billie, taken volun-
tari ly by o ther . agents. 

Mr. Robinson at tempted to show 
that . actual ly there was a d i f fe r -
ence in the comparat ive f inger-
prints, but Mr. Robyak insisted the 
di f ference came only because the 
FBI pr ints had not been inked 
properly.-

"Doesn't the FBI a lways ink 
proper ly?" Mr. Robinson asked. 

"Not always," said Mr. Robyak. 
Youth Recants Par t of Stc-y 

The f inal witness of the day 
—Ernest Rivera, a Spanish-Amer i -
can youths now in the navy—said 

Joe Gartsidè G. C. Hart 

) 



Mrs. Billie Shitara Tanigoshi 1 
Is shown with another German 
prisoner of war, named Backus, 
allegedly taken at the Winger ; 
rancli by the third sister de-
fendant, "Flo."  c " -

he "had worked on the Winger 
ranch at the t ime the Japanese- ' 
Amer ican women and the Germar^ 
prisoners were mingling. He over-
heard Toots saying " I 've got some-
thihg for you" to Haider, but f rom 
here on he repudiated a Written] 
s tatement Signed by h im to the 
fact tha t t o o t s and Haider had sat 
down together and he had passed) 
notes between them. 

"Why did you sign this State- j 
ment then?" he toas asked. 

"The FBI agent told me to go 
ahead and sign i t—there's nothing, 
to it anyway," Rivera repl ied. j 

The government wil l close Its 
case wi th the presentat ion of ones 
tnore witness today. Then Mr., 
Robinson said he wil l argue for a, 
directed verdict of not guilty. II 
this is denied, he said he is not 
yet certain whether he wil l call 
the three sisters to the stand. Hej 
has only three or four other w i t -
nesses, he said, so the case con-) 
ceivably could go tq the j u r y late. 

' t h i s af ternoon, certainly tomorrow.^ 

t roduced to test i fy W ftf^e 
they had had wi th the three 

.women, to the f a c t t h a t they took 
the f ingerpr ints of Toots ana 
£ m e , and to the maps tha t had 

/ been examined for i ingerpr in ts 
. A f i l l ing station owner in Tr in i -

dad, Joe Gartside, said Toots had 
come into his stat ion ;on approx i -
mate ly the Sunday before the 16th 

mmmm 
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WANTED TO HELP ALLIES 
WEIRD ESCAPE 
STORY TOLD AT 
TREASON TRIAL 

9 

Sisters Aided Flight Be-

cause He Was Anti-

Nazi, One Claims. 

No stranger tale than this has 
ever been written. It is the story 
that came, Monday afternoon 
and thru T u e s d a y morning, 
from the lips of two corporals 
in Erwin Rommel's once-famed Af-
rika Korps, who were the govern-
ment's star witnesses In United! 
States District Judge Symes' court 
here, as the third treason trial in 
the history of World war I I pro-
gressed into its second day. 

The two were Corp. Heinrlch 
Haider, 31, Austrian-born, a mule 
tender in the army of the reich, cap-
tured at Cap Bon in north Africa 
by the British, and Corp. Herman 
August Loescher, 31, a, one-time 
Brandenburg (Germany) bank 

fclerk, tank radio operator1, thrice 
¡wounded in Egypt and Tunis, and 
' captured by the British at Carthage. 
PROFESSES TO BE 
BITTER ANTI-NAZI. 

One—Haider—professed to be bit-
ter anti-Nazi, a member of tl)e Aus-
trian underground, beaten, abused 
and kicked In a German concentra-
tion camp, from which he was mys-
teriously, and unexplainably, re-
leased, to be drafted into the army: 

The other — Loescher — the bank 
clerk and one-time secretary com-
panion of "an educated man," made 
no protestations of Nazi hatred, but 
thru Tuesdny morning on the wit-
ness stand, professed only that 

Two Nazi Supermen, one who says he now would like to fight "Hit-
l e r ' s gang" arid both star witnesses HI the 

treason trial here of three American-born Japanese sisters, are pictured in nonchalant poses 
with their U. S. army guards, The man with hands on hips is Nazi Corp, Heinrich Haider and 
standing at Haider's right is Corp. Herman August Loescher. Haider testified how the ihree 
sisters allegedly helped them flee the German prisoner-of-war camp at Trinidad last October. 
Haider says he wanted to escape to join a "foreign legion- to fight against Hitler. Loescher 
said three women helped them escape but didn't identify the sisters. The U. S. guards are Pfc 
Bernard J. Gryska, Lieut. Dorwin M. Barr and Corp. Peter Czaplicki.-A. P. photo, 



WEIRD ESCAPE 
i STORY TOLD AT 
j TREASON TRIAL 

• 

Sisters Aided Flight Be-

cause He Was Anti-

Nazi, One Claims. 

No stranger tale than this has 
ever been written. It is the story 
that came, Monday afjternoon 
and thru T u e s d a y morning, 
from the lips of two corporals 
In Erwin Rommel's once-famed Af-
r lka Korps, who were the govern-; 
ment's star witnesses In United: 
States District Judge Symes' court, 
here, as the third treason tr ial in' 
the history of World war I I pro-
gressed into its second day. 
' The two were Corp. Helnrlch 
Haider, 31, Austrian-born, a mule 
tepder in the army of the reich, cap-
tured at Cap BOn In north Afr ica 
by the British, and Corp. Herman 
August Loescher, 31, a one-time 
Brandenburg (Germany) bank 

iClerk, tank radio operator1, thrice 
j,wounded in Egypt &nd Tunis, and 
capturcd by the British at Carthage. 
PROFESSES TO BE 
BITTER ANTI-NAZI. 

One—Haider—professed to be bit-
ter anti-Nazi, a member of ttye Aus-
tr ian underground, beaten, abused 
and kicked in a German concentra-
tion camp, f rom which he was mys-
teriously, and unexplainably, re-
leased, to be draf ted into the army: 

The other — Loescher — the bank 
clerk and one-time secretary com-
panion of "an educated man," made 
no protestations of Nazi hatred, b u t j 
thru Tuesday morning on the wit- I 
ness stand, professed only t h a t ' 
"love for freedom for which he 
cried" led him to his at tempted 
escape. 

"I," said Haider, "alway« hated: 
the Nazi." 

"I," said Loescher, "was no longer 
a soldier. You take his arms and 
his company iiway and a man is no 
longer a soldier, but one who cries; 
for freedom." 

Both, unabashed, pointed thelr^ 
f ingers at the three women defend-
ants as having aided them in their, 
at tempt to gain these freedoms—as 

(Turn to P«g« 3—Col. 1.) \ 

Two Nazi Supermen, Z Z T ^ Z ^ l l x 
treason trial here of three American-born Japanese sisters, are pictured in nonchalai 
with their U. S. army guards, The man with hands on hips is Nazi Corp. Heinrich Hail 
standing at Haider's right is Corp. Herman August Loescher. Haider testified how t l 
sisters allegedly helped them flee the German prisoner-of-war camp at Trinidad last 1 

Haider says he wanted to escape to join a "foreign legion" to fight against Hitler. 3 
said three women helped them escape but didn't identify the sisters. The U. S. guards 
Bernard J. Gryska, Lieut. Dorwin M. Barr and Corp. Peter Czaplicki.—A. P. photo, 

pvt. Grysfc» J.*,. *1 Lieut: Barr* Corp« Loescher • Corn. Haider Corp. < 
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GERMAN SAYS JAPS AI DED 
WAR PRISONERS POINT ACCUSING 
FINGER AT GIRLS IN DENVER TRIAL 
Austrian-Born Self-Styled Hitler Foe Tells Treason 

Jury Sisters Gave Help So He Could 

Fight for Allied Cause. 

(Continued From Page One.) 
iiaving given them every possible 
aid, money, civilian clothing, food, 
use of their automobile, a f lash-
light, maps and wishes for their 
success and safety. 

The packed c f j troom gasped as 
the Germans told Sheir tales. 

To many came the thought: 
"Is there, in the entire American 

armed forces of some 11 million 
men, anyone, no matter what his 
status in civilian life, who, under 
reversed circumstances in Germany, 
would have taken the stand to point 
the f inger of accusation, which 
might well mean death, against 
anyone who had befriended him?" 

Each who asked that question 
answered with an emphatic "NO." 
ONLY HAIDER TRIED 
TO SOFTEN WORDS. 

But the Germans — Haider at-
tempted to soften his w o r d s ; 
Loescher withholding but little and 
that only of personal relations 
which may, or may not, have hap-
pened between them and the ac-
cused—took the stand to tell how 
they escaped f rom the prisoner of 
war camp at Trinidad, Colo., last 
Oct. 16, with the aid of the three 
Japanese-American sisters, all mar-
ried, two the mothers of small chil-
dren, members of the relocation 
colony at Amache, near Lamar, 
Colo. 

The sisters are Mrs. Tsuruko 
(Toots) Wallace, 35; Mrs. Shitara 
(Billie) Tanigoshi, 32, and Mrs. 
Shivze (Flo) Otani, 33. 
r i C T U R E S SHOW 
TIIEM IN EMBRACE. 

There are pictures of two of this 
trio—pictures taken by the third— 
showing them in embrace with the 
men of Rommel's Kbrps, where 
they worked, side by side, in the 
onion field of Lloyd Winger on his 
600-acre fa rm nineteen miles north 
of Trinidad. 

But if you are to believe the 
stories told by the two bespectacled, 
thin-nosed, shortish Germans, who 
sat upon the stand in the remnants 
of their uniforms, one with his rib-
bons pinned upon his chest, it was 
not love of these men that moti-
vated the women in the commission 
of what the government holds to be 
treason, punishable by death, but 
love of country—and that country 
America. 

he stated, "he gave and would keep 
without reservation of any kind:" 

"The f i rst day I worked on the 
fa rm I observed the Japanese wom-
en. I talked to Toots. I asked 
her how big was Colorado, and how 
far the New Mexico border." 

His English was good—«a bit 
broken, but precise. The court re-
porter had difficulty, at times, in 
catching his words, but the jurors 
told the court they . understood 
every syllable. 
TOLD TOOTS H E 
WANTED TO ESCAPE. 

"I said no more, for I feared to 
arouse suspicion of the guards," the 
witness went on. "The next day 
Toots asked why I had inquired, as 
I did and I told her I wanted to 
escape. 

"I told her a story out of my life. 
I was born In Linz, Austria. She 
asked me if it was true Germany 
had violated my native country. I 
told her it was true. I told her how 
I, with ninety-five men and twelve 
women of my native Linz had 
signed a paper calling upon our 
countrymen to arise against Hitler. 
The Gestapo arrested me and placed 
me in a concentration camp. That 
was on Nov. 17, 1938. I was in that 
camp, under SS gu$rd for two 
years, until Nov. 17, 1940. They beat 
me and mistreated me." 
FBI IS MORE BRUTAL 
THAN GESTAPO, H E SAYS. 

The question was interposed: 
"What is the Gestapo?" 
"It is like your FBI, only not so 

brutal—there are degrees of bru-
tality," said the witness. 

Continuing his story, Haider said: 
"I do not know why I was released 

but I was and in December, 1940, I 
was forced into the German army. 
I served until my capture at Cap 
Bon, in north Africa, in May, 1943, 
and found my way to the prisoner-
of-war camp at Trinidad. 

"I told Toots I wanted to escape 
because life there in the camp was 
unbearable. I t was known by some 
of the guys . . . " 

"The what?" asked the astonished 
court reporters. 

"He said the guys," said Mor-
rissey. 
F E A R E D H E WOULD 
BE HANGED IN CAMP. 

"It was known there that I had 
been in a concentration camp in 

m 

He Saw Nazis 
Talk to Japs 

LLOYD T. WINGER, 
Owner of the ranch where the 
two escaped German prisoners of 
war met the three Japanese sis-
ters who allegedly helped them 
escape f rom the Japanese Intern-
ment camp. " I saw Haider talk 
to Toots, Billie and Flo," Winger 

said. 

drew money in advance f rom Farm-
er Winger and with par t of it 
bought civilian clothing for Haider 
and for his "kamerad," Loescher, 
a man they had never seen, for he, 
unlike Haider, was confined In 
camp and did not work on the farm. 

"But I told them my Kamerad 
Loescher was, like me, a hater of 
Nazis, who wanted to join the Aus-
tr ian Legion," Haider said, 
BACKUS ALSO SAID 
TO HATE NAZIS. 

Backus, the mysterious One who 
posed for the love pictures with 
Billie and Toots, but did not enter 
the drama again, was also a "hater 
of the Nazis," Haider said. Backus, 
unlike his friends, did not try to 
escape. He was content to work in 
the onions, beside Flo and Billie 
and Toots. 

They wrote notes—Toots and Hai-
der. A fellow prisoner carried them. 
In them, Haider said, Toots outlined 
the plan—how she, with her sisters, 
would be on the "high road" six 
miles out of Trinidad on the night 
of Oct. 16—at 8 o'clock. 

"We dug a foxhole near the com-
pound fence and covered it with 
some lumber and dirt," Haider said. 
"At 3 o'clock on Oct. 16 we—Loe-
scher and me—crawled in and our 
kamarads covered us over. We 
stayed there until it was 8 o'clock, 
when we crawled thru a hole in the 

� 

witness. He told of his German 
birth, his employment In the "giro" 
section—checks and exchange—of 
the Brandenburg bank, and of his I 
love for travel, which led him to | 
become a secretary-companion to 
"a man of education." He enlisted 
In the army and was in Crete 
whence he was flown to Egypt. 
There he was wounded—buried be-
neath a bombed house in which he 
had hidden. Rescued by his own 
army, he was carried into Tunis, 
to recover and f ight again. Again 
he was wounded—slightly once in 
one arm, seriously later when shell 
f ragments pierced his lungs. He 
was in a hospital when the British 
overran Carthage and he was taken 
prisoner. 

I t was at Oran, port of embarka-
tion for an American prisoner of 
war camp, that he met Haider. He 
was "attracted" to the mule tender, 
he said, becausè he, too, was "a man 
who had traveled." 

LOESCHER WAS ON 
"EXCHANGE LIST." 

At Trinidad, he said, hid name 
had been placed on the exchange 
list. He waà to be traded for an 
American soldier in a German 
prison. But when opportunity of-
fered—thru Haider—to escape, he 
accepted this change rather than 
await the exchange. 

He tòld how he f i rst met the three 
Japanese-American women on the 
road af ter he and Haider had got 
out of camp. He had not »een them 
before, but Haider had brought 
back a picture of Toots f rom the 
farm. On the road to New Mexico 
he sat In the back seat between two 
of the women. I t was dark, he said, 
and he refused to identify either. 
One, he said, pleaded with him not 
to be "too daring." This one urged 
him to use caution and not to get 
shot. 

Wingren tried to learn all that 
happened on that trip—to bring 
f rom the witness an account of all 
that was said and done. He failed. 
"WE JUST TALKED," 
IS ALL H E WILL SAY. 

"We talked," said the witness, and 
he would say, no more. 

He told of a formal bidding of 
goodbys and then of his capture. 

But while he withheld whatever 
may have occurred between the 
men and women on the automobile 
journey f rom Trinidad to New Mex-
ico, he said the women had "aided" 
with their gi f ts of money, thè use j 
of their automobile and with maps i 
and civilian clothing. That is all. 
the government wanted him to say. I 

Af ter Loescher, the witnesses 
were simply those who would fill in 
gaps in the story. There was the 
onion farmer, rècalled to tell how 
Toots had obtained & $30 advance 
f rom him—the money she allegedly 
used to buy the civilian clothing 
and, give to the Germans. He ex-
hibited his check, Indorsed by Toots. 

Manuel Mares, a Springer, N. M., 
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H I m THEM IN EMBRACE. 
There are pictures of two of this 

trio—pictures taken by the t h i r d -
showing them in embrace with the 
men of Rommel's Korps, where 
they worked, side by side, in the 
onion field of Lloyd Winger on his 
600-acre farm nineteen miles north 
of Trinidad. 

But if you are to believe the 
siories told by the two bespectacled, 
thin-nosed, shortish Germans, who 
sat upon the stand in the remnants 
of their uniforms, one with his rib-
bons pinned upon his chest, it was 
not love of these men that moti-
vated the women in the commission 
of what the government holds to be 
treason, punishable by death, but 
love of country—and that country 
America. 

The drama wasn't "advertised" 
that way. 

Assistant United States District 
Attorney Ivor O. Wingren, in his 
opening statement to the jury of av-
erage Americans, gathered f rom big 
city and small town, charged that 
the women aided in the escape of 
the prisoners so that they, the men, 
might return to Germany to f ight 
again. 
SAYS H E WANTED 
TO FIGHT HITLER. 

"I object to that," said Heinrich 
Haider and none asked him to say 
it. "I did not escape to return to 
Germany to fight. I escaped so that 
I could go back—yes, back to Ger-
many—but to f ight the Hitler gang." 

To many in the crowded court-
room it sounded as tho Heinrich 
Haider, in the prtson camp at Camp 
Campbell, Ky., had been seeing his 
share of movies. 

There was, in fact., much that 
was movie-like about the entire 
proceedings. Thruout the hearing 
one never hears the names—Shivze 
Otani, Shitara Tanigoshi or Tsu-
ruko Wallace. 

It 's always "Billie" and "Flo" and 
"Toots"—especially "Toots." You 
hear it f rom the lips of witnesses. 
You hear It f rom Attorney Ken-
neth W. Robinson, appointed by 
the court to defend those women 
charged with the most seriousi of 
all crimes against the nation. You 
hear it as graying, alert United 
States District Attorney Morrissey 
speaks their names. I t is the only 
designation by which his assistant, 
quiet, searching Ivor O. Wingren, 
refers to the three on trial. 
EVEN JUDGE CALLS 
THEM BY NICKNAME. 

Even Judge Symes, in the dignity 
of his black-draped alcove, beneath 
that mighty gold American eagle, 
and under the eyes of the portrai t 
of the great Chief Justice John 
Marshall, refers to "these ladies," 
as he calls them, as "Flo" and 
"Billie" and "Toots"—e s p e c i a l l y 
"Toots." 

For it was to "Toots," according 
to the testimony, that Heinrich 
Haider, working in the onions, 
poured out what he called "the 
story out of my life." 

He told it, he said, in five days, 
there In the onion fields, in Octo-
ber, 1943. About him, as he whis-
pered, he said, were the armed mili-
tary police escort guards, under 
whose eyes, somehow, he, and a 
Kamerade" he named as Backus, 
found time to do their love-making 
and be photographed. 

This is the tale Heinrich Haider 
told under oath—an oath he said he 
respected as "a Catholic," and which, 

lainy," saici tne witness. 
Continuing his story, Haider said: 
"I do not khow why I was released 

but I was and in December, 1940, I 
was forced into the German army. 
I served until my capture at Cap 
Bon, in north Africa, in May, 1943, 
and found my way to the prisoner-
of-war camp at Trinidad. 

"I told Toots I wanted to escape 
because life there in the camp was 
unbearable. I t was known by some 
of the guys . . . " 

"The what?" asked the astonished 
court reporters. 

"He said the guys," said Mor-
rissey. 
FEARED H E WOULD 
BE HANGED IN CAMP. 

"It was known there that I had 
been in a concentration camp in 
Bavaria and there was the top ser-
geant who was a high power in the 
Nazi. I feared greatly. I feared I 
would be beaten and hanged there 
in the camp. Others have been so 
treated who were anti-Nazi. 

"Toots tried to discourage me. 
She said it would be foolish to t ry 
to escape. She said I was lucky to 
be alive, that I would be captured 
and maybe shot. I told her that I 
wanted to go back to Germany to 
join the Austrian legion or the 
Czechoslovakian legion, and f ight 
the Hitler power, for if Germany 
won the war I would be shot. I told 
her I wanted to go to Chile, where 
I had anti-Nazi comrades. 

"I had asked an American officer 
in the prisoner-of-war camp how I 
could be safe f rom the Nazis and 
he told me that all he could do 
would be to put me in the guard 
house and keep me there. I did not 
want that. 

"I told this to Toots and asked 
her to help me. I later told it to 
Billie. They consented to help me 
to escape to join the Legions—the 
Austrian Legion, composed of those 
who loved Austria and wanted to 
restore our native land f rom the 
Hitler gang, or the Czechoslovakian 
Legion." 

As Haider spoke, the faces of the 
three women brightened. Thru the 
long morning session not one had 
so much as moved a lip, scarcely 
blinked an eye. They sat there ex-
pressionless except for an occa-
sional f rown from the stocky Flo, 
beneath her picture hat, who sat 
crossing and recrossing legs. 

Few have mentioned the name of 
Flo. She was there, it appears f rom 
the .testimony, taking pictures of 
the slightly slimmer Toots, and the 
slender Billie—pictures of embraces 
and kisses. She rode in the car in 
which the Germans fled—the sis-
ters' car. She worked, like the 
others, in the onions. But if she 
ever spoke none tell of it at the 
trial. 

But not so with Billie—and not so 
with Toots. 

I t was Billie and Toots that lent 
the sympathetic ear—lent it as they 
sorted the onions, and as the Ger-
man prisoners, who were given a 
case of beer a day by Farmer Win-
ger, their employer, sat and ate 
their lunches. 

TTuTaTamaa •WBrronr 

WHEREABOUTS OF 
GUARDS NOT CLEAR. 

None ever testified as to where 
the guards, with their rifles, might 
have been at these times. 

Robinson asked once, "Could they 
be sitting in the shade of the trees?" 
but he got no answer. 

A.fter Haider had told "the story 
of his life," the sisters, Billie and 
Toots, he said, went to work. They 
got road maps f rom filling stations 
—maps upon which, the prosecution 

of the Nazis," Haider said. Backus, 
unlike his fr iends, did not try to 
escape. He was content to work in 
the onions, beside Flo and Billie 
and Toots. 

They wrote notes—Toots and Hai-
der. A fellow prisoner carried them. 
In them, Haider said, Toots outlined 
the plan—how she, with her sisters, 
would be on the "high road" six 
miles out of Trinidad on the night 
of Oct. 16—at 8 o'clock. 

"We dug a foxhole near the com-
pound fence and covered it with 
some lumber and dirt," Haider said. 
"At 3 o'clock on Oct. 16 We—Loe-
scher and me—crawled in and our 
kamarads covered us over. We 
stayed there until it was 8 o'clock, 
when we crawled thru a hole in the 
fence, leading f rom our foxhole. We 
made our way along the side roads 
to the high road. 
WAITED FOR WOMEN 
TO DRIVE UP. 

"We concealed ourselves behind a 
hotel signboard and then I saw the 
car—they were to have the dim 
lights on—come up the high road. I 
stepped eut and took off my hat— 
the hat Toots and Billie had given 
me with the civilian clothes we 
wore. A voice said 'Henry.' I knew 
it was Billie." 1 

I t was obvious the friendship had 
progressed in the five short days 
since the f i rst meeting. Someone, 
at the counsel table, whispered "It 's 
a wonder she didn't call him Hank." 

Haider said he and Loescher, who 
was meeting the three women for 
the f i rst time, got in the car. They 
rode south, thru Trinidad—sitting 
as big as life on the seats, Haider in 
f ront with Billie, and Loescher in 
the back with Toots and Flo. They 
passed thru Raton, then to Springer, 
N. M-, and on to Wagon Mound. 

They talked, Haider said—mostly 
about what terrible people the Nazis 
are. The women had a flashlight 
and they gave it to him. Two miles 
beyond Wagon Mound the women 
said they would have to stop—that 
their gasoline supply did not permit 
a longer journey if they were to re-
turn to the onion farm by morning. 

"It was 1:30 in the morning," said 
Haider. "Billie came up to me and 
slipped something in my pocket. I t 
was some dollar bills. She put in the 
pictures, but I did not know it then, 
or until a f ter I was arrested when 
the officers found the pictures. We 
got out of the car and we shook 
hands and I gave Toots my address 
in Linz, my native town, and said I 
hoped af ter the war I would see her. 
Then Billie and Toots drove away." 

Flo did, too, it would appear, altho 
none mentioned her, other than that 
she sat in the back seat. 

Haider then detailed how, thru 
that night to dawn, he and his com-
panion walked on "the high road." 
They hid and slept by day. At night 
they started out again, coming to "a 
village." There was a tavern there. 

"Some Spanish girls were inside 
and we talked with them," said 
Haider. 

I t appeared Flo and Billie—even 
Toots—were forgotten. 

Then the state highway police 
came and the two were arrested. 

Tuesday Loescher -was the main 

But while he withheld whatever 
may have occurred between the 
men and women on the automobile 
journey f rom Trinidad to New Mex-
ico, he said the women had "aided" 
with their gif ts of money, th# use 
of their automobile and with maps 
and civilian clothing. That is all 
the government wanted him to say. 

After Loescher, the witnesses 
were simply those who would fill in 
gaps in the story. There was the 
onion farmer, recalled to tell how 
Toots had obtained a $30 advance 
f rom him—the money she allegedly 
used to buy the civilian clothing 
and give to the Germans. He ex-
hibited his check, Indorsed by Toots. 

Manuel Mares, a Springer, N. M., 
tavern keeper, told that the women 
came to him for aid when their au-
tomobile broke down on their way 
home f rom driving the Nazi soldiers 
to Wagon Mound. He got a me-
chanic for them and gave two of 
them drinks of whisky because, he 
said, they were cold. He charged 
them nothing. 
MECHANIC TELLS 
OF FIXING CAR. 

The mechanic, George Cicero 
Hart , now a shipworker at Oakland, 
Calif., told of fixing the automobile 
and identified Toots as one of the 
women. He charged them nothing, 
he said. 

Luther Reed, FBI agent, testif ied 
to arrest ing the" two Germans in a 
tavern where they had purchased 
a single bottle of beer for which 
Loescher said they had been charged 
90 cents, a f igure which brought ex-
pressions of surprise f rom Rob-
inson, and a look, over his glasses, 
f rom the court. 

Fur ther testimony along the same 
line was to follow Tuesday after-
noon, with the government probably 
hioslng its case before night. I t 
was expected the women would take 
the stand in their own defense, 
probably Wednesday morning. 



Mrs. Bill ie S hitara Tanigoshi Mrs. Florence 

'Fled Camp to Join 
Fight Against Hitler9 

"I object to the statement that I escaped from the Trini-
dad prison camp soMfnat I might go back and fight for Ger-
m a n y . I escaped so that I might join the Austrian or Czecho-
s lovak^ Legion and fight against the Hitler gang For I 
know that if the Nazis should win, I would be hanged 

These words coming f rom a - - ° ' 
31 -year-old red-headed Austr ian 
corporal on the witness stand in 
District Judge J. Foster Symes' 
Federal District Court yesterday 
afternoon drew gasps of surpr ise 
f rom scores of spectators and 
changed the entire complexion of 
the t reason trial that had opened 
in the morning. 

This bespectacled prisoner, cap-
tured by the Brit ish Eighth Army 
at Capqne, North Afr ica, in the 
spring of 1943, speaking in clear 
school-book English, admitted that 
the three Japanese-American sis-
ters, being tried for the gravest 
crime against our government, had 
aided him to escape on Oct. 16 
1943. 

But he had told them, he in-
sisted with nervous fervor, that 
he had tried every other means to 

•3QiflL_the f ight against the Nazis 
without avail — and now escape 
was the only possible way. 
Beaten by Gestapo 

He had been a member of the 
Austrian underground af ter the 
rape of his country, he said, and 
he had signed a document with 
other men and women urging his 
countrymen to rise up. 

He had been thrown into a Nazi 
concentration camp in Bavaria as 
a result of this, had been beaten 
up by the Gestapo, he said, and 
had; been released a f ter two years 
and impressed into the Afr ica 
Corps. 

Even af ter he 'had been ca'ptured 
and shipped to the Trinided Pr is -

of War Camp, he declared, 
he had been pursued b r the 
in the form of the f i rst sergeant 
of his compound, who threatened 
either, to beat him or to hang him. 
Enter the Niseis 

"I went to an American off icer 

with warmer countenances than 
those that f irst had greeted the 
red-headed corporal. 
An Unexpected Twist 

I t had appeared at the start that 
Corporal H a i d e r merely was 
squealing on three young ladies 
who had assisted him and his com-
rade to make a getaway, and f u r -
ther, had shown their interest to 
the extent of posing with them for 
photographs in embraceable posi-
tions. 

But the unexpected twist taken 
by the corporal's story may in the 
long run work to their benefit in 
the deliberations of the jury of 
middle-aged Americans, none of 
whom has sons or daughters in the 
service. 

At any rate, Mr. Robinson now 
will build his defense on the theory 
that treason is not possible under 
the circumstances, in view of the 
fact that the three women merely 
were releasing prisoners to f ight 
against an enemy of the United 
States. 
Third Treason Trial 

The prosecution — headed by 
U. S. District Attorney Thomas 
Morrissey and his assistant, Ivor 
O. Wingren—will insist, on the 
contrary, that thé two prisoners 
actually were citizens of the Reich, 
sworn into the army of the Reich, 
and therefore are. enemies of our 
country under èvery possible legal 
definit ion. 

The dramat ic turn of events 
taken yesterday made this one of 
H». nmot cAtiamuiuorjr caacs cvcL 
tried in American history, and it 
has attracted national interest. It 
is the third treason trial of World 
War II, but because of the Japa-
nese - American aspect and be-
cause of the anti-Nazi element, and 
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Lt. Col. William S. Hannan 

? l n Sa l I e , n g e/ a ¿ d t h e P^secut ion 
using only four of i ts six. Judge 
oym.es, following f e d r al proce-

d u r e , examined the prospective • 
jurors himself, and this process 

itook only a fraction of the t ime 
that it does in the case of stata 
cases where prosecution and de-
tense lawyers alike wrangle fo r 
hours over minute points. 

Only one man of those called 
said he was prejudiced against the 
Japanese as such. This was Homer 
K. Claypool, storage business, who 
said: " I don't like Japanese." He 
was promptly excused for cause. 

No man who had a son in serv-
ice was retained on the jury, and 
an ef for t was made to el iminate 
those who have relatives in the 
Pacif ic war, although some of 
them have nephews in this bat t le 
theater. The jury is: 

George O. Schmidt, Lakewood. 
Eckard B. Radie, salesman, Den-

ver. -
George John Roth, Colorado 

Springs. 
Arnold Franklin Rich^salesman^—^-
Chester C. Robb, Denver. 
Wesley R. Curtis, assistant man-

ager, AAA, Denver. 
Gilbert H. Denton Jr., vulcan-

izer, Denver. 
John Patrick Maguire. Denver. 



Shitara Tanigoshi 
into the Afr ica and impressed 

Corps. 

onHVeK- a' i ef  h e h a d b e e n captured 
and shipped to the Trinided Pris-

^ of War Camp, he declared, 
ne had been pursued by-the-Nazlir 
in the fo rm of the f i rs t sergeant 
°f his compound, who threatened 
either .to beat h im or to hang him. 
Enter the Niseis 

"I* went to an American off icer 
m charge and asked if I could be 
separated f rom the Nazis," Haider 
said. "But he told me that the 
only way this could be brought 
about was to put me in the guard-
house. I didn' t want to go to the 
guardhouse." 

Finally his chance came, he said, 
when he met the three Nisei sisters 
—Mrs. Billie Shi tara Tanigoshi, 32; 
Mrs. Florence (Flo) Shivze Otani, 
33, and Mrs. Tusuruko (Toots) 
Wallace, 35, the defendants — on 
the Winger, ranch near Tr inidad, 

avf rgrethey were working on onion 
sets, and told his story. 

"At f i rst Toots said there was 
no use in t ry ing to escape," Haider 
said. "But f inal ly she agreed to 
help me, and before she lef t us in 
New Mexico I gave her my ad-
dress in Linz, Austr ia, and told her 
I would l ike to see her a f ter t h e 
war." 
Chile Was Their Goal 

Haider testif ied that his com-
rade—: Herman August Loescher, 
also 31, with whom he had escaped 
and who wil l appear as a witness 
today—felt the same way he did 
about the Nazis. 

"We intended to escape to South 
America and f ind some of his re l -
atives who were living in Chile," 
he said. "There we intended to 
join the Austr ian Legion or the 
Czechoslovakian Legion and go 
back to Germany to f ight against 
the Nazis." 

"You mentioned the Gestapo. 
What is tha t?" asked Defense 
Counsel Kenneth Robinson. 

" I t is something l ike but not 
quite as bruta l as the FBI in your 
country," Haider repl ied. 

As Haider 's test imony began 
coming for th in the sharply clipped | 
English he had learned as a vet-
er inary student" in Linz, Mr. Rob-
inson, whose defense had been ob-
scure up to that moment, began 
noticeably to brighten. Likewise 
his Japanese-Amer ican clients, as-
signed to him by the court, began 
to lose the mask- l ike qual i ty of 
their faces and to lean forward 

a n Hr ? h in ^ t h e a r m y ° f t h e ^ i c h ; , and therefore are enemies of our 

The dramatic turn of events 
taken yesterday made this one nf I 

nuac BAlldUiuiliaiy 
tr ied in American history, and it 
has at t racted national interest. It 
is the third treason tr ial of World 
War II, but because of the J a p a -
n e s e - A m e r i c a n aspect and be-
cause of the anti-Nazi element, and 
the legal problem this inspires it 
is certainly the most unusual. 

You could sense the drama that 
was to unfold at 10 a. m. when 
Judge Symes—an art i l lery off icer 
of distinguished record in the last 
war — t o o k his seat before the 
black, gold-r immed backdrop of 
the solemn court, and the clerk 
called case No. 10,387. 
Jury Quickly Chosen 

A ju ry of 12 average men was 
chosen in an hour and a half wi th 
the defense using only eight of its 

-£S¿ÎS'éïli?™' L a i«™>od. ver. a d , C '  s a l« m a n , Den-

SpSe„°;; e J O h D R 0 t h ' Colorado 

Arnold Franklin Rich. 

Chester C. Robb, Denver. 
Wesley R. Curtis, assistant man-

asrer, AAA, Denver. 
Gilbert cH. Denton Jr., vulcan-

izer, Denver. 
John Patrick Masruire, Denver. 
William Sharpton, Manitou. 
Adolph R. Miller, Greeley. 
Floyd A. Doty, Colorado Springs. 
Harold Edward Maloney, Den-

ver. * 
Alternate, Henry T. Gassert, 

chief of police, Holyoke. 
In his opening statement M r . 

Wingren said the government 
hoped to prove that Haider had 
met the three Japanese-American 
sisters on a vegetable ranch owned 
by Lloyd T. Winger, 20 miles f rom 
Trmidad, on Oct. 5, 1943. 

—Rocky Mountain News Photos. 
Mrs. Tsuruko (Taots) Wallace 
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German Escapee 
Fails to Identify 

I J dpGi rl s 1 

i 
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By BETTY BRADLEY 
Staff Correspondent International New« 
DENVER, Aug. 8 (INS).—A 

thrice-wounded German prisoner 
of war, Private First Class Her-
mann August Loescher, 31, test i -
f ied as a government witness to-
day in the treason trial at Den-
ver of three Japanese-American 
sisters accused df aiding h im and 
Corporal Henrich Haider to f lee 
from an internment camp at 
Trinidad, Colo. 

FLOP FOR DEFENSE 
Loescher fai led to become an 

unexpected "gold mine find" foE 
the defense counsel, Kenneth 
Robinson, like Haider, who test i -
fied late yesterday by professing 
to be a "Nazi hater." 

Haider had skid he wanted to 
escape to f ight with a legion 
against the Nazis. Loescher, how-
ever, said he f led only to regain 
his freedom. 

While Haider had identif ied the 
three Jap girls as aiding h im and 
Loescher to escape in an auto. 
Loescher claimed *he could not 
identify the three girls "because 
it was dark when we were in the 
auto and I could not see their 
faces." 

. TESTIMONY SURPRISING 

an America* court and, I 

m0?' ¿A®S£ i rom any pun-protected H a w e r x teCOxA-\ 

V l ^ T p d n e r jury, thereby making 
b. mitted Pe rJu i y» ft witness. k,l 

« m tensU.yin8, W * ™ ffl 

tori  { l g h t againfet Hitler s gang, 

! L T  ' FEAR FOR U V E 8 T / , ^ 

^ d e n c e t t r n t ^ ^ . , ) ^ t o c e 
k ants—TsuruKOA  ̂ Q t a n l 

^ g 33, andf^ .1« . f I rs f r o m Inglewood, 

tot he ld In f ^ m ^ M ^ f f l l l ^ 
tall c a m p8 

Iriloneri He MRhrfifiA u»^». -g in & « 1 >«tötectloft 
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U. S. Opens Treason Trial 
Of 3 Japanese Sisters 

DENVER, Aug. 7. (UP) — Two 
German soldiers, att i red in faded, 
t ime-worn uniforms of Hit ler 's 
once-proud Afr ika Korps, and 3 
Japanese-American sisters, wear-
ing neat, American-style outf i ts, 
listened soically Monday as gov-
ernment at torneys opened a t rea-
son trial which might end in death 
sentences for the three women. 

Both of the Germans, as well as 
the women, speak and understand 
English, but their faces n lver dis-
played any emotiol\ ad IVAV Win-
gren, ass is tant 'Un i fed Stated dis-
tr ict attorney, told\ k ju ry of 5 
salesmen and 8 Other men of va-
rious t rades and professions tha t 
the government would a t tempt to 
prove that the women had com-
mitted treason by helping the Ger-
mans to escape f rom a war pris-
oner camp near Trinidad, Colo., 
last Oct. 17. 

The charges have been denied by 
the sisters, who readily admit ted 
a t the time of their arrest tha t 
they had become acquainted with 
the nazis while working with them 
on a farm and were, in fact, so 
well acquainted that two of the 
women posed for pictures while in 
the arms of the Germans. 

The women are Mrs. Tsuruko 
Wallace, 35, who is known to her 
fr iends as "Toots;" Mrs. Florence 

. Shivze Otani, 33; and Mrs. Billie 
Shitara Tanigoshl, 32. 

It is the government 's conten-
tion tha t the sisters, who were 
born a t Inglewood, Cal„ and grad-
uated f rom the Inglewood high 
school but were brought to Colo-

r a d o in the e^ lation of west 
coast Japan * . and Japanese-
Americans, had given the Ger-
mans a f lashl ight, several maps, 
a railroad timetable, some money, 
An automobile and some civilian 
¿lothing to help them get to Mex-
ico a f te r their escape f rom the 
^r inidad camp. 

But the Germans—Corps. Hein-
rich Haider and Herrhan August 
Loescher — were recaptured n6ar 
Watrous, N. M., a f te r only 2 days 
Of freedom. 
, (As Wingren outlined the gov-
ernment 's case, i t appeared tha t 
the chief witness for the prosecu-
tion would be Ernest Rivera, ari-
qther employe of the fa rm where 
German prisoners f rom the Trini-
qad camp and Japanese-Ameri-
cans f rom the relocation center 
i t Amache, Colo., had been tak in 
to help with the onion harvest. 

Rivera, said Wingren, would 
test i fy tha t he heard Mrs. Wallace 
whisper to Haider tha t "We have 
something for you." 

The "something," said Wingren, 
was a brown package which had 
been hidden under a bush. Ha id i r 
picked up the package, stuf fed It 
in his lunch basket, and walked 
away. The package, it was pre-
sumed, contained supplies which 
the Germans used in their «scape. 
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3 NISEI SISTERS GO 

ON TRIAL TOMORROW 

DENVER, Aug. 5 OP)—Snap-
shots of three Japanese-American 
sisters in the arms of two German 
prisoners of war will constitute an 
important par t of the Govern-
ment 's evidence when one of the 
nation's major treason tr ials of this 
war opens Monday in the Federal 
Distr ict Court. 

, The sisters, Mrs. Tsuruko Wal-
lace, 35; Mrs. Florence Shivze 
Otani, 33, and Mrs. Billie Shi tara 
Tanicoshi, 32, face a possible death 
sentence. The Nazis Corps, Hein-
rich Haider, 31, and Herman 
August Loescher, 31, former mem-
bers of Rommel's Af r ika Korps, 
are the Government's s tar wit-
nesses. 

The Nisei women, evacuated to 
the Granada Relocation Center a t 
Amache, Col., f rom their homes in 
Inglewood, Calif., a f te r Pear l Har-
bor, are accused of aiding the Ger-

f mans to flee f rom the Trinidad 
prisoner-of-war camp Oct. 17. 

The indictment contains two 
counts. One charges treason and 
the other conspiracy to commit 
treason. 

The Nazis were f ree for two 
days. FBI agents intercepted them 
a t Watrous, N. M., and, the in-
dictment charges, found the pic-
tures showing them with the wrf-
men, who worked on the""same 

{  f a r m near the internment campi«f¥ 
} A grand jury charged t ha t - t he 
; defendants gave the pr isoner^l ipad 
(maps of California, N e v a d ^ j M * i 
L  Colorado, a rai lroad tlmetfcMtf 
goth ing, f lashlight, money a n i a k 
automobile. The fugit ives, l t imM^ 

(planned to return to German!" 
Mex i co and South America. 
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TREASON TRIAL OF 
Court Tells Amache Sisters That Helping Two 

German War Prisoners � Escape From Trinidad 

Camp Could B? Punished by Death HEAD W FRISOJS"" 
CAMP TO TESTIFY. 

Lnlooked f / ^ ^ V ° f W ° r l d Wa * * ™viîCwith 
C E S Ï Ï Ï T *  W ^  a r m e^ / m e n o f t h e U« i t e d States army pat ro l l ^  h a l l w a y s a n d w i t n e s i/ r o o u n d e r ^ 
.States District Judge Symes' court here Monday. ? 

L e * T  a A U 7 o f ^e lve topical American citizens, 
E , ¿Z* °t h e r of men in ti&ifci^ H ï W ' 
the f ight ing ffcrces, had been select-
ed to pass upon the fate of the three 

many 
Japanese-American women on trial 
—threfc sisters who are accused of 
having given "aid and comfort to 
the enemy" In assisting two German 

jprisoners of war to escape from an 
internment camp near Trinidad sb 

[that the men might return to the 
[reich and. there f ight again. 
I The women on trial, all married, 
|two the mother of children—Mrs. 
jTsuruko (Toots) Wallace,.35; Mrs. 
[Billie Tanigoshi, 32, and Mrs.' Flor-
ence (Flo) Shivze Otani, 33—sat al-
fmost motionless, completely without 
iword or expression, as the court, if»i 
[calm and measured words, explained 
that theirs was a crime which might 

¿be punishable by death. 
< TWO NAZI SOLDIERS 
'WAIT TO TESTIFY. ; 

fj Outside the highceilinged court.-
froom, with its grea.t gold Ampi lcnn 
eagle looking down from atop the 
black velvet-draped alcove under! 
which the trial judge sits, the twoj 
Na^is, once members of Rommel's" 
Afrika Korps, each dressed in hisl 
army uniform ,one beribboned withj 
decorations won in north Africa,! 
awaited their turn to take the wit- j 
ness stand, star witnesses for .the;] 
government. " • if 

They, according to the openingj 
statement of Assistant United! 

[States District Attorney Ivor C(J| 
r WingVen, were men who "kissed® 
f and, having kissed, were now abotir^ 

* The others who will testify and! 
!Who were present as the tr ial] 
fcpened form an imposing list. They 
include Col. William Hannon, head 
of the prisoner of war camp at the'^ 
¡time the Nazis escaped. 
| Wingren, who Is assisting Unitedj 
States District Attorney Morrissey, 
In presentation of the government's: 
case, gave the jurors the outline ofj 
•what the evidence is expected to be. 

5" The two Germans were captured; 
in Africa, he said. The three worn-] 

l en and members of their families,! 
Including Toots Wallace's husband,1 

. William, their father Azuita 
, (George) Shitara; a sister, Mary, 
¿and a brother, George, were sent 
from the Amache center wherfe they: 

I had been received from Inglewood.i 
Calif., to an onion farm, twenty j 

Smiles from Trinidad, operated by 
Lloyd T. Winger. The Shitaras 

'¡worked in the onions on a share-
'cropper basis. To this farm came 
thirty German prisoners from the 
Trinidad camp. Neither Haider nor 

fLoescher was among the original 
; group. For some days the Germans 
•»worked with the Japanese-Ameri-
' cans in the onions. One day, in Oc-
tober, 1943, Haider schemed with a 
fellow prisoner, who had been work-
ing on the farm, to take his place. 
He had no right to do this, but at 
Ijoll call he anwered to another's 
faame and went to the farm. 



to tell, even tho the tell ing mlgbt 
mean that the women to whom they 
made love go to the gallows. 

The German prisoners, who sat 
brief ly in the cour t room Monday, 
before all wi tnesses in the case 
were excluded by order of Judge 
Symes, wore anyth ing but the ro-
mant ic f igures a series of snap-
shots, showing one of them in lov-
ing embrace, with the defendants 
short ly before thei r escapes f rom 
prison camp, indicated them to be. 
NAZIS LOOK L I K E 
SCHOOLMASTERS. 

The two, Corp. Heint ich Haider, 
31, a mule tender with the Afrika, 
Korps, whose out f i t was blasted to 
rihbons by New Zealandets in Tunis, 
and Corp. Herman August Loescher, 
21, a machine gunner, who dreamed 
of becoming an of f icer in the Ger-
man army, but never at ta ined his 
ambit ion because of capture, are 
the schoolmaster type. Each is be-
spectacled and short—surprisingly 
short, of s tature. 

Each wore his uniform—or what 
was left of it. Haider, the main 
plotter in the escape, according to 
Wingren's opening statement , Had 
worn thin his German army trou-
sers and so he wore a baggy pair of 
tweeds, furn ished by thp army. He 
had on his t ight- f i t t ing army coat, 
minus any decoration - for he was 
but a mule tender. Loescher, who 
according to the government 's cage, 
did not know the trio of Japanese-
Americans who allegedly aided him 
unti l he met them at the very hour 
of his at tempted escape, sat in be-
l ibhoned and somewhat more im-
posing dress. 
J U R O R S TYPICALLY 
AMERICAN. 

The twelve men who, a t the close 
of the tr ial, must pass upon the 
stories told by these Nazis—and 
upon the support ing evidence gath 
ered by the army and the F B I -
are typically American—men f rom 
the city and small town and fa rm. 
They are: 

George O. Schmidt, a Denver jew-
eler, living at 1898 Yarrow street, 
Lnkewood; Eckard B. Radic of 1545 
Pear l street, salesman for a whole 
sale grocery house; George John 
Roth of 1318 Eas t Pike's Peak ave-
nue, Colorado Springs, A candy 

OF NAZI 'S "CHARMS." 
There he soon became acquainted 

SteiTopJ^Wallace. 
VWlngrtli felwpSdy1 - rather, than 
k r f p p e a / ^ e r 'JUBt' wha t charrtT* he 
«Heated t t t i i «tubby, thlttftiBh, be-

5p*<itaelfed Germah efcifcifeertf' over 
'oot'a, as ftfrs. "Wallace called 

th iuout t!hfc proceedings. ""Wlhgren 
simply said, "He spoke to her and 
other things," and then added, "and , 
he receive back—other th ings tha t i 
gave him to believe tha t he m i g h t ! 
approach th is woman, Toots, upon I 
the mat te r of escape." 

Said Wingren: 

"Approach her he did—and as he 
did the other German, who will tes-
t i fy here, was in the prison camp at 
Tr inidad. Tha t is the man Loesch-
er. Bu t there was another prisoner, 
one Backus, who talked to the wom-
en—Toots and her sisters, Flo and 
Billie. I t was Haider who pro-
posed she and her sisters aid him. 
At f i rs t she said to him tha t he 
was lucky to be alive. She said 
the war would be over soon and for 
him not to a t tempt escape—that it 
was dangerous. But eventual ly she 
agreed. The evidence will then 
show tha t there was note-passing 
between the German pr isoners and 
the women. I t will be the evidence 
tha t Toots and Billie secured road 
maps f rom fi l l ing stat ions in Trini-
dad, tha t they gave a f lashl ight, 
iilothing—two pairs of trousers, two 
pea jackets, two blue hats—to these 
men. And they gave them money." 

Wingren detailed tha t Toots went 
to the fa rmer and asked for a $30 
advance on her wages. 
P ICTURES T A K E N 
OF "LOVING EMBRACES." 

Dur ing this t ime the sister Flo, 
who had, a camera, al tho Japanese-
American internees are not sup-
posed to have camera^, took a 
series of pictures of her sisters, 
Billie and Toots, in what Wingren I 
termed "loving embrace" wi th Hai-t 
der and the soldier Backus. These! 
pictures, later found on Ha ide r ' 
when he was a,nested, were pr inted) 
in T H E D E N V E R POST and star t -
ed the investigation which resulted 
in the tr ial which opened Monday. 

Wingren related tha t the sisters 
hid the art ic les to be used in the 
German escape beneath some lunch 
in a clump of bushes on the fa rm. 
He said one witness, E rnes t Rivers, 
who was work ing In the onion field 
at that t ime, will est i fy tha t he 
.heard Toots tell the German where 
he could f ind these things—and 
make the plan to meet him and his 
fr iend, Loescher, tha t night. 

sa lesman; Arnold Frank l ln R i c ^ 
1186 South Wil l iams street, salea 
man, Denver; Chester C. Robb of 
2627 Java court, Denver salesman 
Wesley R. Curt is of 266 South Wil-
l iams street, Denver, assistant man-
feeer of the A. A. A.; G»lbeit H. 
Denton Jr . of 155 Lafayet te street 
h easurer of the Vulcan I ron works; 
John Pat r i ck Maguire of 568 Marion 
street Wil l iam Homer Sharpton of 
55 El Paso boulevard, M a n j o u . 
Colo., an insurance man ; Adolph R. 
Miller of 1518 Four teenth sUeet 
Greelev, cashier of the F i rs t Na 
S n l l bank ; Floyd A.< Doty of 511 
E a s t P la t te a v e n u e Colorado 
'Springs, business school manager , 
i „ d H a r o l d Edward Mahoney of 
4704 Grant street, Denver, an 

ifeuditor. , 
¡THIRTEENTH JUROR 
F BRINGS PROTEST, 
i. The th i r teenth j u r o r - a n d the re , 
it was a brisk f lareup when Chier 
I Defense Counsel Kenneth W. Rob-
| irison pleaded tha t he be torn ssed 
ii  f r om service for c a u s e - i s Henry T 
'¡Uassert of Holyoke, Colo. l n 

S he is chief of police In addlhon 
¿ o being manager of the l lght com-
L a n y He is well known in Ameri-
c a n Legion circles and past com-
m a n d e r of his post. 
f Of these men, seven have rela 
l ives in the armed sendees. Many 
i U o were excused have sons now 
krx service. One, H. R. Leglngham 
¿Of 4518 Utica street, has a son who 
t a s a t Pe5r l Harbor on the day of 
¿the Japanese sneak at tack. Another 
dismissed, Wil l iam Tracy Hover 
Denver fu rn i tu re man, has two 
sons In service, one in England, the 
other in Austral ia, where he, met 

t hAsTcour' t recessed a t 12:30 o'clock, 
to resume at 2 p. m., one witness 
had testif ied. He was Hugh M. 
Bvrd, the G-man who took into cus-
tody tke trl  of Japanese-American 
women, y ho were internees in the 
camp at Amache, Colo., near Lamar 
H e told simply of tak ing the wom 
Pn to the sher i f f 's off ice and then 
Rocking theni in jail. 

S A t S GERMANS M E T 
WOMEN ON ROAI>. 

' o n the n i g h t of the escape i 
Wingren said, the Germans got out 
of the pr ison camp th ru a hole in 
tbe fence and met the three women 
bri the road six miles f rom Trinidad 
This was by pre-a i rangement, 
Wingren stated. The men got into 
the car and, wi th Toots at the 
Wheel s tar ted southward over 
Raton pass, th ru Spr inger N. M 
arid to Wagon Mound. At th is poin 
the sisters decided they did no! 
have suf f ic ient gasoline to carry 
the Germans fu r the r , and returner 

home. , , 
What occurred at the par t l n j 

Wingren did not detail. 
" I t was 1:30 a. m., and—the; 

talked some," he said. "Toots slippe« 
a little package in Haider 's jacke 
pocket. I t had the pictures in lt~ 
and the money in $1 bills. Then th 
sisters s tar ted back, but their ca 
broke down a t Springer. The 
went on and were captured, latf 
by the h ighway patrol." 
NAZIS ARGEE TO 
TAKE AMERICAN OATH. 
; # h a t is the story the governme 
witnesses will tell. 

T h r u it the two Nazis, who ha 
agreed to take the American oath 
Haider Is a Catholic and Lo^sch 
a Lutheran, and both have stat 
they subscribe to the American oa 
and do not hold to the Nazi d; 
tr ine which denies the o a t h - » 
expected to prove the main v 
nesses. The government annoum 
It has much support ing test lmo 
including wha t it claims are 
f ingerpr ints of Toots and Billie 
the road maps taken f rom the p 
oners a f te r the i r ar rest . 

Robinson, one of the city s « 
standing cr lmipal lawyers 
pointed by the court , reserved 
opening s ta tement unt i l the s 
finishes its case. I t was expo 
the tr ial, which moved f rom 
opening to the f i rs t wi tness In 
hours, would not take over 

The penalty, the court told 
jurors, each of whom said he 
no prejudices toward Japanes 
(Judge Symes used the te rm . 
nese-American but once) - a n d c 
give a fa i r verdict, might be d 
I t also can be a f ine, o. impt 
ment of five years to life. 



d Prison 
h t Nazis 
it I escaped from the Trini-
ir  o back and fight for Ger-
"in the Austrian or Czecho-
ist the Hitler gang. For I 
11, I M ould be hanged. 

Irs. BiJIie Shitara Tanfgoshi 

m a i m e r 1 countenances than 
s that f i rs t had greeted the 
headed corporal . 
Unexpected Twis t 
had appeared at the s tar t tha t 

poral H a i d e r mere ly was 
"nling on th ree young ladies 
' had assisted h im and his com-
• to make a getaway, and f u r -
', had shown thei r in terest to 
extent of posing w i th them for 
!ographs in cmbraceab le posi-

nt the unexpected twist taken 
1 lie corporal 's story may in the 
' run work to the i r benef i t in 
del iberat ions of the j u ry of 
Ic-aged Amer icans, none of 

—Rocky Mountain News Photos. 
Mrs. Tsuruko (Toots) Wallace 

pese - Amer ican aspect and be-
cause of t he ant i -Nazi e lement, and 
the legal p rob lem this inspires, i t 
is cer ta in ly the most unusual . 

You could sense the d rama that 
was to unfo ld a t 10 a. m. when 
J u d g e Symes—an ar t i l lery of f icer 
of d ist inguished record in the last 
w a r — took his seat be fore the 
black, go ld- r immed backdrop of 
t he solemn court , and the clerk 
called case No. 10,387. 
Jury Quickly Chosen 

A ju r y of 12 average men was 
chosen in an hour and a half w i th 
the defense using only e ight of its 
20 chal lenges and the prosecut ion 
using on ly fou r of its six. Judge 
Symes, fo l lowing federa l proce-
dure, ' examined the prospect ive 
ju ro rs himsel f , and th is process 
took only a f rac t ion of the t ime 
tha t i t does in the case of s ta te 
cases whe re prosecut ion and de-
fense lawyers al ike wrang le fo r 
hours over m inu te points. 

Only one man of those cal led 
said he was pre jud iced against the 
Japanese as such. This was Homer 
K. Claypool, s torage business, who 
said: "I don' t l ike Japanese. " He 
was p rompt l y excused for cause. 

No m a n who had a son in serv -
ice was re ta ined on the ju ry , and 
an e f fo r t was made to e l iminate 
those who have re la t ives in the 
Pac i f ic war , a l though some of 
t hem have nephews in this bat t le 
theater . The j u r y is: 

George O. Schmidt, Lakewood. 
Eckard B. Radio, salesman, Den-

ver. 
George John Roth, Colorado 

Springs. 
Arnold Franklin Rich, salesman, 

Denver. 
Chester C. Robb, Denver. 
Wesley R. Curtis, assistant man-

ager, AAA, Denver. 
Gilbert II. Denton Jr., vulcan-

hoped to prove tha t Ha ider had 
me t the th ree Japanese-Amer i can 
sisters on a vegetable ranch owned 
by Lloyd T. Winger, 20 miles f rom 
Tr in idad, on Oct. 5, 1943. 
Got Map, Clothes, Money 

The Japanese-Amer i can fami ly , 
evacuated f r o m Inglewood, Calif., 
to the Amache Camp, w e r e sha re -
croppers, he said. Ha ider had not 
bepn called to t he work crew, he 
declared, bu t had answered the 
name of another pr isoner. The 
girls had agreed to get t hem c i -
vi l ian clothing, maps of Colorado 
and sur round ing states, money 
an^ to he lp Ha ider and his com-
rade/! Loescher, to escape, 

<)n the n ight of Oct. 15, Mr. 
Wihgren cont inued, Ha ider and 
Loescher sl ipped th rough a hole 
in the pr ison fence, me t t he girls 
in their car on the ma in road and 
drove wi th them th rough Tr in i -
dad, th rough Raton Pass to Wag-
on Mound, N. M. 

There, he said, t he gir ls tu rned 
back, and Ha ider and Loescher 
went on by foot to Watrous, N. M., 
where they were ar rested. 
G-Man Test i f ies 

The government 's f i rs t wi tness 
was Hugh M. Byrd, an FBI agent 
of Pueblo, who test i f ied he had 
quest ioned the gir ls on Oct. 27 
a f te r the r ide. Mr. Winger, O'yvner 
of the ranch, ident i f ied Ha ider and 
the three girls, bu t Mr. Robinson, 
in c r o s s - e x a m i n a t i o n , t r ied to 
show pre jud ice on his pa r t against 
the Nisei. 

"Didn' t the War Relocat ion A u -
thor i ty examine your books and 
f ind you had given t hem shor t 
checks?" he asked. 

" I might have given some shor t 
checks," Mr. Winger f ina l ly ad-
mit ted. " I t has all been made 

Mrs. Florence (Flo) Shivze Otanl 

Have you any menta l r e s e r v a -
t ions?" asked Judge Symes. 

" I unders tand it all," said H a i -
der, crossing his a rms over h is 
l ight tan A f r i ca Corps jacke t . 
Captured by Montgomery 

In direct test imony, Mr . W in -
g ien then brought out tha t Ha ide r 
had been d ra f ted into the G e r m a n 
a rmy Dec. 5, 1940, had f i rs t served 
in the Balkans, then been t r ans -
fe r red to the Af r ica Corps, h a d 
been captured by Montgomery 's 
Eighth A r m y on Cape Bon in Nor th 
Afr ica in May, 1943, and had been 
brought to Tr in idad Sept. 1, 1943. 

Haider admi t ted he wasn ' t on 
the Tr in idad "work crew," but he 
had answered another man 's n a m e 
and had been taken to the Winger 
camp, where he was assigned to 
the onion-sort ing c rew and m e t 
the three Japanese-Amer icans . 

"Are they in this cour t room?? 
asked Mr. Wingren. 

"Yes, there 's Billio and Toots 
and Flo," Ha ider repl ied, looking 
direct ly at them and receiv ing 
back cold an d b i t ter glances. 

"Wha t was your f i rs t conversa-
t ion?" Mr. Wingren asked. J; 

" I told Toots how m y Aust r ia 
had been violated by tile Nazis," 



's Testimony Stuns Treason T 
Says He Fled Prison 
Camp to Fight Nazis 

"I object to the statement that I escaped from the Trini-
dad prison camp so that I might go back and fight for Ger-
many. I escaped so that I might join the Austrian or Czecho-
slovakia» Legion and fight against the Hitler gang. For I 
know that if the Nazis should win, I would be hanged. 

These words coming f rom a 
31- year-old red-headed Aust r ian 
corporal on the witness stand in 
Distr ict Judge J . Foster Symes' 
Federa l District Court yesterday 
af ternoon drew gasps of surpr ise 
f r o m scores of spectators and 
changed the ent ire complexion of 
the treason tr ial that had opened 
in the morning. 

This bespectacled prisoner, cap-
tured by the Brit ish Eighth Army 
at Cap Bon, Nor th Afr ica, in the 
spr ing of 1943, speaking in clear, 
school-book English, admit ted tha t 
the three Japanese-Amer ican sis-
ters, being tried for the gravest 
c r ime against our government, had 
a ided h im to escape on Oct. 16, 
1943. 

But he had told them, he in-
sisted wi th nervous fervor , that 
he had tri<^ every other means to 
join the f ight against the Nazis 
wi thout avai l — and now escape 
was the only possible way. 
Beaten by Gestapo 

He had been a member of the 
Aust r ian underground a f te r the 
rape of his country, he said, and 
lie had signed a document wi th 
other men and women urging his 
count rymen to rise up. 

He had been thrown into a Nazi 
concentrat ion camp in Bavar ia, as 
a result of this, had been beaten 
u p by the Gestapo, he said, and 
had been released a f te r two years 
and impressed into the Afr ica 
Corps. 

Even a"';er he had been captured 
and shipped to the Tr in ided Pr is -
oner of War Camp, he declared, 
l ie had been pursued by the Nazis 
In the fo rm of the f i rst sergeant 
of his compound, who threatened 
c i ther to beat h im or to hang him. 
Enter the Niseis 

"I went to an Amer ican off icer 
in charge and asked if I could be 
separated f rom the Nazis," Haider 
said. "But he told me that the 
only way this could be brought 
about was to put me in the guard -
house. I didn' t want to go to the 
guardhouse." 

Final ly his chance came, he said, 
when he met the three Nisei sisters 
1—Mrs. Billie Shi tara Tanigoshi, 32; 
Mrs. Florence (Flo) Shivze Otani, 
33, and Mrs. Tusuruko (Toots) 
Wallace, 35, the defendants — on 
the Winger ranch near Tr in idad, 
whe re they were work ing on onion 
sets, and told his story. 

"At f i rst Toots said there was 
no use in trying to escape," Haider 
said. "But f inal ly she agreed to 
he lp mc, and before she lef t us in 
New Mexico I gave her my ad-
dress in Linz, Austr ia, and told her 
I would l ike to see her a f te r the 
w a r . " 
Chile Was Their Goal 

Haider testi f ied that his com-
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Mrs. Bill ie Shitara Tanigoshi 

with warmer i countenances than 
those that f i rst had gfeeted the 
red-headed corporal. 
An Unexpected Twist 

I t had appeared at the star t that 
Corporal H a i d e r merely was 
squeal ing on three young ladies 
who had assisted h im and his com-
rade to make a getaway, and f u r -
ther, had shown their interest to 
the extent of posing wi th them for 
photographs in embraceable posi-
tions. 

But the unexpected twist taken 
by the corporal 's story may in the 
long run work to thei r benef i t in 
the del iberat ions of the ju ry of 
middle-aged Americans, none of 

—Rocky Mountain Newa Photos. 
Mrs. Tsuruko (Toots) Wallace 

pese - Amer ican aspect and be-
cause of the ant i-Nazi element, and 
the legal problem this inspires, it 
is certainly the most unusual . 

You could sense the drama that 
was to unfold at 10 a. m. when 
Judge Symes—an art i l lery off icer 
of dist inguished record in the last 
wa r — took his seat before the 
black, gold-r immed backdrop of 
the solemn court, and the clerk 
called case No. 10,387. 
Jury Quickly Chosen 

A ju ry of 12 average men was 
chosen in an hour and a half wi th 
the defense using only eight of its 
20 challenges and the prosecution 
using only four of its six. Judge 
Symes, fol lowing federal proce-
dure, examined the prospective 
jurors himself, and this process 
took only a f ract ion of the t ime 
that it does in the case of state 
cases where prosecution and de-
fense lawyers al ike wrangle for 
hours over minute points. 

Only one man of those called 
said he was prejudiced against the 
Japanese as such. This was Homer 
K. Claypool, storage business, who 
said: "I don't l ike Japanese." He 
was prompt ly excused for cause. 

No man who had a son in serv-
ice was reta ined on the jury, and 
an ef for t was made to el iminate 
those who have relat ives in the 
Pacif ic war , al though some of 
them have nephews in this batt le 
theater. The ju ry is: 

George O. Schmidt, Lakewood. 
Eckard B. Radic, salesman, Den-

ver. 
George John Roth, Colorado 

Springs. 
Arnold Franklin Rich, salesman, 

Denver. 
Chester C. Robb, Denver. 
Wesley R. Curtis, assistant man-

ager, AAA, Denver. 
Gilbert II. Denton Jr., vulcan-

hoped to prove tha t Haider ha< 
met the three Japanese-Americai 
sisters on a vegetable ranch owner 
by Lloyd T. Winger, 20 miles iron 
Trinidad, on Oct. 5, 1943. 
Got Map, Clothes, Money 

The Japanese-Amer ican fami ly 
evacuated f r om Inglewood, Calif, 
to the Amache Camp, were share-
croppers, he said. Haider had no 
becn called to the work crew, h< 
declared, bu t had answered the 
nanie of another pr isoner. Th< 
girls had agreed to get them ci-
vilian clothing, maps of Coloradc 
and surrounding states, monej 
a n £ to help Haider and his com-
radeji Loescher, to escape. 

6 n the night of Oct. 15, Mr 
Wingren continued, Haider anc 
Ix^scher slipped through a hole 
in the prison fence, met the girl: 
in their car on the main road anc 
drove wi th them through Trini-
dad, through Raton Pass to Wag-
on Mound, N. M. 

There, he said, the girls turned 
back, and Haider and Loeschei 
went on by foot to Watrous, N. M.; 
where they were arrested. 
G-Man Testifies 

"the government 's f i rs t witness 
was Hugh M. Byrd, an FBI agent 
of Pueblo, who testi f ied he had 
questioned the girls on Oct. 21 
af ter the r ide. Mr. Winger, o^vnei 
of the ranch, ident i f ied Haider and 
the three girls, bu t Mr. Robinson 
in cross - examinat ion, tr ied tc 
show prejudice on his pa r t against 
the Nisei. 

"Didn' t the War Relocation Au-
thori ty examine your books and 
f ind you had given them short 
checks?" he asked. 

" I might have given some short 
checks," Mr. Winger f inal ly ad-
tnitted. " I t has al l been mad< 
up. " 



Even a ;<*r lie Jiad been capturec 
nnd shipped to the Tr in ided Pr is -
oner of War Camp, he declared, 
l ie had been pursued by the Nazis 
in the fo rm of the f i rst sergeant 
of his compound, who threatened 
e i ther to beat h im or to hang him. 
Enter the Niseis 

"I went to an Amer ican off icer 
in charge and asked if I could be 
separated f r om the Nazis," Haider 
said. "But he told me that the 
only way th is could be brought 
about was to put me in the gua rd -
house. I d idn' t want to go to the 
guardhouse." 

Final ly his chance came, he said, 
w h e n he met the three Nisei sisters 
—Mrs. Billie Shi tara Tanigoshi, 32; 
Mrs . Florence (Flo) Shivze Otani, 
33, and Mrs. Tusuruko (Toots) 
Wallace, 35, the defendants — on 
the Winger ranch near Tr in idad, 
•where they were work ing on onion 
sets, and told his story. 

"At f i rst Toots said there was 
no use in try ing to escape," Haider 
said. "But f inal ly she agreed to 
help me, and before she lef t us in 
New Mexico I gave her my ad-
dress in Linz, Austr ia, and told her 
I would l ike to see her a f te r the 
war . " 
Chile Was Their Goal 

Haider test i f ied that his com-
r a d e — Herman August Loescher, 
also 31, wi th whom he had escaped 
and who wil l appear as a wi tness 
today—fel t the same way he did 
about the Nazis. 

"We intended to escape to South 
America and f ind some of his re l -
at ives who were l iving in Chile," 
l ie said. "There we intended to 
join the Austr ian Legion or the 
Czechoslovakian Legion and go 
back to Germany to f ight against 
the Nazis." 

"You mentioned the Gestapo. 
What is that?" asked Defense 
Counsel Kenneth Robinson. 

"It is something l ike but not 
qu i te as bruta l as the FBI in your 
country , " Haider replied,. 

As Haider 's test imony began 
coming for th in the sharply clipped 
Engl ish he had learned as a vet-
er inary s tudent in Linz, Mr. Rob-
inson, whose defense had been ob-
scure up to that moment , began 
noticeably to br ighten. Likewise 
his Japanese-Amer ican clients, as-
signed to him by the court, began 
to lose the mask- l ike qual i ty of 
their fac?s and to lean fo rward 
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Mrs. Bill ie Shitara Tanigoshi 

with warmer ! countenances than 
those that f i rst had gPeeted the 
red-headed corporal. 
An Unexpected Twist 

I t had appeared at the star t that 
Corporal H a i d e r merely was 
squeal ing on three young ladies 
who had assisted him and his com-
rade to make a getaway, and f u r -
ther, had shown their interest to 
the extent of posing wi th them for 
photographs in embraceable posi-
tions. 

But the unexpected twist taken 
by the corporal 's story may in the 
long run work to their benef i t in 
the del iberat ions of the ju ry of 
middle-aged Americans, none of 
whom has sons or daughters in the 
service. 

At any rate, Mr. Robinson now 
wil l bui ld his defense on the theory 
that t reason not possible under 
the circumstances, in view of the 
fact tha t the three women merely 
were releasing pr isoners to f ight 
against an enemy of the United 
States: 

Thi rd Treason Tr ial 
The prosecution — headed by 

U. S. Distr ict At torney Thomas 
Morrissey and his assistant, Ivor 
O. Wingren—wil l insist, on the 
contrary, that the two pr isoners 
actual ly were citizens of the Reich, 
sworn into the a rmy of the Reich, 
and therefore are enemies of our 
country under every possible legal 
def ini t ion. 

The dramat ic turn of events 
taken yesterday made this one of 
the most ext raord inary cases ever 
tr ied in Amer ican history, and it 
has at t racted nat ional interest. I t 
is the third treason tr ia l of World 
War II, but because of the J a p a -

the defense using only eight of its 
20 challenges and the prosecution 
using only four of its six. Judge 
Symes, fol lowing federa l proce-
dure, examined the prospective 
jurors himself , and this process 
took only a f ract ion of the t ime 
that it does in the case of state 
cases where prosecution and de-
fense lawyers al ike wrangle for 
hours over minute points. 

Only one man of those called 
said he was prejudiced against the 
Japanese as such. This was Homer 
K. Claypool, storage business, who 
said: "I don't l ike Japanese." He 
was prompt ly excused for cause. 

No man who had a son in serv-
ice was retained on the jury , and 
an ef for t was made to el iminate 
those who have relat ives in the 
Pacif ic war , al though some of 
them have nephews in this batt le 
theater . The ju ry is: 

George O. Schmidt, LakeXvood. 
Eckard B. Radic, salesman, Den-

ver. 
George John Roth, Colorado 

Springs. 
Arnold Frank l in Rich, salesman, 

Denver. 
Chester C. Robb, Denver. 
Wesley R. Curtis, assistant man-

ager, AAA, Denver. 
Gi lbert H. Denton Jr. , vulcan-

izer, Denver. 
John Patr ick Maguire, Denver. 
Wil l iam Sharpton, Manitou. 
Adolph R. Miller, Greeley. 
Floyd A. Doty, Colorado Springs. 
Harold Edward Maloney, Den-

ver. 
Al ternate, Henry T. Gassert, 

chief of police, I lolyoke. 
In his opening statement Mr. 

Wingren said the government 

and surrounding states, mt 
an«". to help Ha.ider and his c 
radef Loescher, to escape. 

Ôn the night of Oct. 15, 
Wingren continued, Haider 
Loescher sl ipped through a 
in the prison fence, met the 
in their car on the main road 
drove wi th them through T; 
dad, through Raton Pass to V 
on Mound, N. M. 

There, he said, the girls tui 
back, and Haider and Loes 
went on by foot to Watrous, N 
where they were arrested. 
G-Man Testif ies 

The government 's f i rs t wit 
was Hugh M. Byrd, an FBI a 
of Pueblo, who testi f ied he 
questioned the girls on Oct 
a f ter the r ide. Mr. Winger, o\ 
of the ranch, ident i f ied Haider 
the three girls, but Mr. Robii 
in cross - examinat ion, trier, 
show prejudice on his par t ag; 
the Nisei. 

"Didn' t the War Relocation 
thori ty examine your books 
f ind you had given them s 
checks?" he asked. 

"1 might have given some s 
checks," Mr. Winger f inal ly 
mit ted. " I t has all been n 
up . " 

Then thé red-headed corp 
a Catholic, was brought into 
courtroom and answered "Ye; 
his promise before God to 
nothing but the t ru th . Mr. J 
inson, not then knowing the 
t u r e course of the testimony, 
jectëd to his credibi l i ty as a 
nes^, since a Nazi might hav 
resptect fo r our institutions. 

"Do you understand your o 

Lawyer's Fatheiï Collapses 
Delays Jap-American Tria\ 

J o h n E. Robinson, widely 
known Denver attorney, col-
lapsed on a downtown street 
yesterday f rom what physicians 
said was heat prostrat ion. 

Mr. Robinson's illness caused-
an hour delay in sessions of 
U. S. District Court, where his 
son, Kenneth Robinson, is de-
fending three Japanese-Amer i -
can sisters being tri«:d t rea-

son for allegedly aiding in 
escape of German pr isoners 
war . 

Mr. Robinson's at tack was 
seerious, and he was resting 
home last night, off icials of 
law f i rm said. He has beei 
Denver at torney for more II 
40 years, and is associated w 
the ¡firm of Van Cise. Robin 
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Billie Sh i ta ra Tanigosh i 

warmer countenances t han 
t ha t f i rs t had g fee ted the 

'•ndecl corpora l , 
'ucxpectc i l Twis t 
md appeared at the s ta r t tha t 
•ral H a i d e r mere ly was 
ling on th roe young ladies 

;>ad assisted h im and his com-
to make a ge taway , and f u r -
had shown thei r in terest to 
:1ent of posing w i th t hem fo r 

"Graphs in embraceab le posi -

i the unexpec ted tw is t taken 
10 corpora l 's story m a y in the 
r u n wo rk to the i r benef i t in 

de l iberat ions of t he j u r y of 
Hc-aged Amer icans , none of 
n has sons or daugh te rs in the 
ee. 
any rate, Mr. Robinson now 

bui ld his de fense on the theory 
t reason is not possible unde r 

c i rcumstances, in v iew of the 
that the t h ree women mere ly 
• re leasing pr isoners to f igh t 
1st an enemy of the Uni ted 

d Treason Tr ia l 
<e prosecut ion — headed by 

Distr ic t A t to rney Thomas 
issey and his assistant , Ivor 

Wingren—wi l l insist, on the 
ta ry , tha t t he two pr isoners 
ally we re ci t izens of t he Reich, 
n into the a r m y of the Reich 
the re fo re a re enemies of our 

ih y unde r every possible legal 
lition. 

e d ramat ic t u rn of events 
n yes te rday m a d e th is one of 
most ex t rao rd ina ry cases ever 
i in Amer i can h is tory, and it 
a t t rac ted nat iona l in terest . I t 
t» th i rd t reason t r ia l of Wor ld 
II. b u t because of the J a p a -

cal led case No. 10,387. 
J u r y Quick ly Chosen 

A j u r y of 12 average men was 
chosen in an hou r and a half w i t h 
the de fense us ing only e ight of i ts 
20 chal lenges and the prosecut ion 
us ing only f ou r of i ts six. Judge 
Symes, fo l lowing federa l p roce-
dure , examined the prospect ive 
j u ro r s h imsel f , and th is process 
took only a f rac t ion of the t ime 
tha t it does in t he case of s ta te 
cases w h e r e prosecut ion and de -
fense l awyers a l ike wrang le fo r 
hours over m inu te points. 

Only one m a n of those cal led 
said he was p re jud iced against t he 
J a p a n e s e as such. Th is was Homer 
K . Claypool, s torage business, who 
said: " I don ' t l ike Japanese . " He 
was p rompt l y excused fo r cause. 

No m a n w h o had a son in se rv -
ice was re ta ined on the ju ry , and 
an e f fo r t w a s made to e l iminate 
those w h o have re la t ives in t he 
Pac i f i c wa r , a l though some of 
t hem have nephews in this ba t t le 
theater . The j u r y is: 

George O. Schmidt , Lakewood. 
Eckard B. Radic, sa lesman, Den-

ver . 
George J o h n Roth, Colorado 

Spr ings. 
A rno ld F rank l i n Rich, sa lesman, 

Denver . 
Chester C. Robb, Denver . 
Wesley R. Curt is , ass is tant m a n 

ager, AAA, Denver . 
G i lber t II. Denton Jr . , vu lcan 

izer, Denver . 
J o h n Tat r i ck Magui re , Denver . 
Wi l l iam Sl iarpton, Man i tou . 
Ado lph R. Mi l ler, Greeley. 
F loyd A. Doty, Colorado Spr ings. 
Haro ld E d w a r d Maloney, Den -

ver . 
A l te rna te , Henry T. Gasser t , 

chief of pol ice, I lo lyoke. 
In h is open ing s ta temen t Mr 

Wingren said t he gove rnmen t 

b el n cal led to t h e w o r k crew, he 
declared, b u t h a d answered the 
name of ano ther pr isoner . The 
gir ls h a d agreed to get t hem ci -
v i l ian c iothing, m a p s of Colorado 
and su r round ing states, money 
anr1 to he lp Ha ide r and his com-
rade,? Loescher, t o escape. 

6 n t h e n ight of Oct. 15, Mr . 
Wingren cont inued, Ha ider and 
Loescher s l ipped th rough a hole 
in the pr ison fence, me t t h e gir ls 
in the i r car on t h e ma in road and 
drove w i t h t h e m th rough T r i n i -
dad, t h rough Ra ton Pass to Wag -
on Mound, N. M. 

There, h e said, t h e gir ls t u rned 
back, and Ha ider and Loescher 
wen t on by foot to Wat rous , N. M., 
w h e r e they w e r e ar res ted. 
G - M a n Test i f ies 

The government ' s f i r s t w i tness 
Was Hugh M. Byrd , an F B I agent 
of Pueblo, w h o test i f ied he had 
quest ioned the gir ls on Oct. 27 
a f te r t he r ide. Mr. Winger , owner 
of the ranch, ident i f ied Ha ider and 
t h e th ree girls, bu t Mr . Robinson, 
in ' cross - examinat ion , t r ied to 
show p re jud ice on his pa r t against 
t he Nisei. 

"D idn ' t the W a r Relocat ion A u -
thor i ty exam ine you r books and 
f i nd you had g iven t h e m shor t 
checks?" he asked. 

" t m igh t have given some shor t 
checks," Mr . Winger f ina l ly ad -
mi t ted. " I t has al l been m a d e 
up . " 

Then thé red -headed corporal , 
a Cathol ic, w a s b rough t into the 
cour t room and answered "Yes" to 
his p romise be fo re God to tel l 
no th ing b u t t he t r u th . Mr . Rob 
inson, not t hen know ing the f u -
t u r e course of t he test imony, ob-
jected to his credibi l i ty as a w i t -
ness, s ince a Nazi m igh t have no 
resptect f o r our inst i tut ions. 

"Do you unde rs tand your oath? 

Lawyer's Father Collapses; 
Delays Jap-American Trial 

J o h n E. Robinson, w ide ly 
k n o w n Denver a t to rney, col-
lapsed on a down town st reet 
yes terday f r o m w h a t physic ians 
said was hea t pros t ra t ion. 

Mr . Robinson's i l lness caused-
a n hour delay In sessions of 
U. S. Distr ict Cour t , w h e r e h is 
son, K e n n e t h Robinson, is de-
fend ing th ree J a p a n e s e - A m e r i -
can sisters bein«r t r ied t r ea -

son for a l legedly a id ing in the 
escape of G e r m a n pr isoners of 
wa r . 

Mr . Robinson's a t tack w a s not 
seerious, and he w a s rest ing at 
home last n ight , of f ic ia ls „of his 
l aw f i rm said. He has been a 
Denver a t to rney fo r mo re than 
40 years, and is associated w i th 
the f i rm of Van Cise, Robinson 
& C ' — ' ^ v 

Mrs. F lorence (Flo) Shivze Otan l 

Have you any men ta l r e s e r v a -
t ions?" asked J u d g e Symes. 

" I unders tand i t al l ," said H a i -
der, crossing his a rms over h is 
l ight tan Af r i ca Corps jacke t . 
Cap tu red by Montgomery 

I n d i rect tes t imony, Mr . W in -
gren then b rought out t ha t Ha ide r 
had been d ra f t ed into the G e r m a n 
a rmy Dec. 5, 1940, had f i rs t se rved 
in the Ba lkans, then been t r a n s -
fe r red to t h e A f r i ca Corps, h a d 
been cap tu red by Montgomery 's 
E ighth A r m y on Cape Bon in N o r t h 
Af r ica in May, 1943, and had t>een 
b rough t to Tr in idad Sept . 1, 1943. 

Ha ider admi t ted he wasn ' t on 
the Tr in idad "work crew," bu t h e 
had answered another man 's n a m e 
and had been taken to the Winger 
camp, w h e r e he was assigned to 
the on ion-sor t ing c rew and m e t 
the th ree Japanese-Amer i cans . 

"A re they in this cour t room?? 
asked Mr. Wingren. 

"Yes, there 's Bil l ie and Toots 
and Flo," Ha ider repl ied, looking 
d i rect ly at t hem and rece iv ing 
back cold and b i t ter g lances. ; 

" W h a t was your f i rs t conve rsa -
t ion?" Mr. Wingren asked. j 

" I told Toots how m y Aus t r ia 
had been v io lated by the Nazis , " 
Ha ider repl ied. " I told her I h a d 
worked in the Aus t r ian u n d e r -
ground and was pu t in a concen-
t rat ion camp. Then they m a d ^ m e 
join the G e r m a n a rmy . ! 
Sergeant Made Things Hot 

"She asked m e why I wan ted to 
escape. I told her t he re was a 
Nazi f i rs t sergeant a t the T r i n i dad 
camp who was m a k i n g th ings u n -
bearab le for me. The re w a s no 
inst i tut ion then to pro tect the an t i -
Nazis f r o m t h e Nazis." 

Since then, Corpora l Ha ider a d d -
ed, he has been sh ipped to C a m p 
Campbel l , Ky. , w h e r e t he re a r e 
only ant i -Naz i pr isoners. 

"She told m e it w a s useless to 
t ry to escape because the roads 
w e r e guarded and I m igh t get 
shot ," he cont inued. "Bu t I to ld 
her I wou ld t ake a chance. A n d 
now I w a n t to say tha t I ob jec t 
to the s ta tement t ha t I wan ted to 
escape to go bavk and f igh t f o r 
the Nazis. I wan ted to f i gh t aga ins t 
Hi t ler 's gang. She said she woti ld 
helo me . " 

On Oct. 12, h e said, Toot» had 

(Continued on Page 18) 
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GERMAN SOLDIER SAYS 
HE FLED TO FIGHT NAZIS 

(Continued From Page 5) 

told h im she had someth ing for 
h im. H e found a package w r a p p e d 
in b r o w n paper in some bushes, 
and he pu t it in his lunch basket 
to take back to t he Tr in idad camp. 
I t was at th is t ime, he said, t ha t 
F lo took some pic tures. 

These p ic tures showed Ha ide r 
w i th his a rms a round Toots and 
a certa in Backus (ano ther p r is -
oner) w i th his a r m s a round Bil l ie. 
Both women are mar r i ed and have 
ch i ldren. The p ic tures wi l l be in -
t roduced into ev idence by the gov-
e rnmen t . 

On the nex t day, Ha ider said, 
h e d idn ' t go to t he Winger camp, 
bu t sent a le t ter to Toots, ask ing 
if she w e r e going to he lp h im w i th 
her automobi le—a Buick sedan— 
and he got a rep ly ask ing h im and 
Loescher to mee t t h e m on the 
h ighway f r o m Tr in idad be tween 
9 and 10 p. m. on Oct. 16. Toots 
said t he car wou ld be runn ing 
s l o w l y . a n d d immer l ights wou ld 
be on. 
The Escape 

At 3:30 on the a f te rnoon of Oct. 
16 Ha ider said tha t he and 
Loescher hid in a k ind of foxho le 
they had dug near the pr ison camp 
w i r e fence unt i l about 8 o'clock. 
T h e n they c l imbed through a hole 
in the fence and met the gir ls in 
t h e car. 

"Dur ing the rode, I gave Toots 
m y address because I wan ted t o 
see her again in Aust r ia , and she 
s l ipped a couple of dol lars in m y 
pocket—noth ing else. Bu t t he po-
l ice did f ind the p ic tures the re 
w h e n they looked," Ha ider said. 

At 1:30 tha t n ight , he w e n t on, 
t h e gir ls le f t t hem at Wagon 
Mound, N. M., and they hid out in 
a concrete pipe, wa i t ing unt i l the 
n e x t n ight to wa lk on to Wat rous , 
N. M. They saw a couple of t ra ins 
pass, then they asked the stat ion 
mas te r when the nex t t ra in wou ld 
come, and he said t he nex t day, so 
they wen t into a tave rn to get a 
d r ink . 

now. I insisted tha t I d idn ' t come, 
to Amer ica as an enemy. If G e r -
many should win , I would be shot. 
Now I a m at Campbel l . T w e n t y -
f ive of us have asked permiss ion 
to jo in the Czechoslovakian or 
Aus t r ian Legion and f igh t the H i t -
ler gang. ' ' 

"Why were you pu t in a con-
cent ra t ion camp in Bavar ia?" Mr. 
Robinson then asked. 

" I w ro te a s ta temen t w i th 95 
fe l lows and 12 women cal l ing on 
Aust r ia to r ise up against the 
Nazis. Tha t ' s why . " 

"Why we re you re leased?" 
" I can ' t tel l mysel f , " said the 

corporal . 

- W e ta lked w i t h a couple of 
Mex ican girls," Haider; sm d . Soon 
a l te r that we w e r e a r r j a i e a . u 
W i t n e s s Cross -Exammed 

Then Mr . Rob i . son took the w i t -
ness in cross-examinat ion, and the 
?en e spectators leaned f o rwa rd as 
the expressed b i t terness of Ha ider 
for  h is Nazi masters began to 
f low f r o m his th in, set l ips. 
% a v e ^ o u su f fe red deeply, f r om 

the Gestapo?" asked Mr. Robinson 
"Yes I w a s bea ten up several 

— T h i s f i rs t sergeant a t T r in idad 
_ d i d he cause you t rouble? 

"Yes he was one of the Nazi 
leaders of Ge rmany . H e caused 
m e great t rouble. He th rea tened 
S e ~ a n d others, t p o - t o beat us 
u p or hang us. Loescher and I 
w e r e in the same s i tuat ion. Al l 
The work jobs w e r e d is t r ibuted to 
Nazis. We a lways had to stay in 
s ide the camp." 
Asked to Be T rans fe r red 

" ¿ i d you ask an Amer ican of It- ! 
cer tar an oppor tun i ty to be t r ans -

i e ' Y e s ," b u t he told m e the re was 
no way to protect m e against the 
Nazis except in t he guard house 
a n d keep me there . I d idn t l ike 

* "D id you ask to be al lowed to 
jo in the Aust r ian Legion? ' 

" T h e of f icer said I couldn t— 
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Treason Trial Set 
For Three Japanese 

DENVER, June 5—(AP)—Trial 
of three Japanese-American wom-
en on charges of treason for al-j 
legedly aiding in the escape of two] 
German war prisoners from a' 
camp near Trinidad was set for 
July 10 in federal court by U. S. 
District Judge J. Foster Symes to-
day. 

The three are Tsuruko (Toots) 
Wallace. Florence Shivze Otani and 

Billie Shltara Tanigoshi. They are 
alleged to have supplied the es-
caped prisoners with money, maps 
and clothes. 

All three have pleaded Innocent. 

» JV» 
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Prisoner of War 
Testifies Woman 
tided His Escapj A 

Denver. Aug. 7 (U.R).—Heir 
Haider, 31-y -ar-old corpo/al 
Hitler's one-time Afr ika K< 
testified today that Mrs. Tsui 
Wallace, 35 - year - old Japar 
American, had helped him at 
companion to escape from 
priscner-of-war camp at Trinii 
Colo. „ 

His testimony was the first 
fe cd as the Government began 
treason trial of three Japant 
imerican women accused of hi 

Haider and a fellow Gerti 
soldier in their escape plot. 

She gave him civilian cloth 
and six maps to help him get ai 
a f ter she flrst tried to dissui 
him from making the attempt, B 
dcr said. 

"Slie feared 1 might be shot 
one of the guards, but I told 
that with my friend I was resoli 
to attempt the escape. 

rHt 

3 Jan Sisters � 
L u ^smjREASON t r i ä \ 

as 
(Continued From Page 5) j 

was also marr ied in 1938. The 
whereabouts of their husbands was 
not announced. 

Each of the women, off icials 
here said, is the mother of one 
child. 

The "kissing snapshots" of the 
three women in the arms of the 
two Nazis were found on Corporal 
Haider fol lowing his arrest in Wat -
rous, N. M. 

Fol lowing the discovery of these 
snapshots, f ive Japanese women 
were questioned at the Amache 
relocation camp last October. One 
of the Japanese women questioned 
-by the FBI at that t ime carried a 
small baby, but the indictment did 
not indicate whether it was the 
child of one of the th ree women 
in today's charges. 

The three women were brought 
to Denver f rom Amache by Dep-
uty U. S. Marshal D. T; Pot ter and 
a matron. 

" b e . Uf 

Court Rules Out Fingerprint 
Angle in Trial of 3 Japanese 

Women | 

D E N V ER T A ^  (/P) Hearing 
the close of i t?M*, the Govern-
ment toflav M f o to Prove that 
two of 

on maps til*** taken from tije 
Sermon prisWs-of-war they are 

and Mrs. Tsuruko W i A 1 

third of the s i s t e r ! W f - J »°™nce 
Otani, 33, *a m c d i n t h e 

those found on t h j prisoners Hein 
rich «aider and de rm? Loescher_ 
However, the court r j jecreu & 
excluded f rom t h e evidence. 

The Government alleges tha t the 

women furnished clothing maps 

f h e m ln l aacar°fromthe ^ « r - o f j 

war camp a t Trinidad, Col., to JNe^ 
Mexic3>-^. 

JapWomenHeld 

As Nazis Friends 
Romances Reported 

Wi th W ar Prisoners 
I 
J Tr in idad, Colo., Oct. 27.—(UP) 

F ive Japanese women were be-
ing held in the Las Animas Coun-
ty Ja i l by the Federa l Bureau of 
Investigation tonight for ques-
tioning in connection w i th reports 
of romances between them and 
German prisoners at a nearby 
prisoners of war camp. 

The inquiry was star ted a f ter 
pictures were publ ished in Den-
ver newspapers showing one Ger -
man prisoner hugging and kissing 
a Japanese girl, and another 
standing beside an automobile 
wi th his arm around a Japanese 
g l T h e snapshots had been found 
on an escaped Nazi prisoner, 
Corp. Heinr ich Halder, a f ter his 
capture in Las Vegas, N. 

I t was learned that large 
groups of the German prisoners 
have spent considerable t ime 
helping in the harvest of crops 
on farms east of Tr inidad, where 
the Japanese women and their 
famil ies were residing af ter be-
ing relocated in this area. 
Standard procedure is to keep 
prisoners under heavy guard 
dur ing their work, county of-
f icials said. 
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J «v«*«« non ri nf tflVP 
B y JOE STOCKER 

D E N V E R , A u g . 7 (/P)—A fed -
era l c o u r t j u r y cons is t i ng a l m o s t 
e n t i r e l y of b u s i n e s s m e n w a s com-
p le ted t o d a y to t r y t h r e e J a p a n -
e s e- A m e r i c a n s is te rs c h a r g e d 
w i t h t r e a s o n in a l l eged l y a i d i n g 
t w o G e r m a n p r i s o n e r s of w a r to 
escape las t O c t o b e r . 

D e f e n d a n t s a r e M r s . T s u r u k o 
Wa l l ace , 35; Mrs . F l o r e n c e Sh iv -
ze O tan i , 33, a n d M r s . B i l l i e Sh i -
t a r a Tan igosh i , 32 b o r n m Cal i -
f o r n i a a n d e v a c u a t e d a f t e r P e a r l 
H a r b o r t o t h e G r a n a d a re loca-
t i on c e n t e r a t A m a c h e , Co lo . 

I t r e q u i r e d a b o u t 90 m i n u t e s 
to choose t h e j u r y . 

A s t i r s w e p t t h e c r o w d e d 

a n y r e a s o n w h y y o u p a n n o t g i ve 
a f a i r a n d i m p a r t i a l t r i a l? ' 

" I do , " C l a y p o o l r e p l i e d 
g r i m l y . , „ 

" I d o n ' t l i k e t h e J a p a n e s e . 
" Y o u a r e d i sm issed , " w a s 

S y m e s ' c r i sp r e j o i n d e r . 
A 13 th o r a l t e r n a t e j u r o r a lso 

w a s c h o s e n to s e r v e in case one 
of t h e r e g u l a r j u r o r s b e c o m e s 
i l l . » . _T _ 

F l a n k e d b y a n ass i s tan t U . S. 
m a r s h a l o n one s ide a n d a n a r m y 
o f f i c e r on t h e o the r , t h e t w o 
n a z i s —x, C o r p . H e i n r i c h H a i d e r 
a n d C o r p . H e r m a n A u g u s t Loes 
che r , b o t h 31, a n d f o r m e r m e m 
b e r s of t h e A f r i c a c o r p s — sa t 
i m p a s s i v e in t h e c o u r t r o o m , 
w a t c h i n g t h e p r o c e e d i n g s . 

Occas iona l l y t h e y e x c h a n g e d 
i_a rr i i , / tntvtA 4-i-k nniirf in A CTIR «WENT  t h e c r o w a e a v j c u a s i u i w u j ^ "F T " 

Ä e f w ï Ä T o ^ J n L T poli« a Ä 
W i 3 ü i s t r t c t J u d s e .T a r e t o b e c a l l e d b y t h e g o v e r n -
F o s t e r ï y m J - S f y o i k n Ç - ^ n ^ i ts S t a r w i t n e s s e s . 
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The" survivors ' were" relieved ~Uy 
fou r , t anks and two personnel car -
riers which b last«! enemy positions 

Treason Jury Gets  ̂
Case Against Sisters 
By the Associated Press. X " ^ . \ 

DENVER, Aug. 10.—The Govern-
ment 's treason case against three 
Japanese-American sisters accused 
of helping two German prisoners 
escape last October f rom in tern-
ment camp went to a jury this a f t -
ernoon. 

"This is a very Important case," 
United States District Judge J . Fos-
ter Symes declared in his jury in-
structions. 

The jury, preponderant ly Denver 
businessmen, will rule on two 
charges. One is treason, for which 
the maximum penalty is death. The 
other is conspiracy to commit t rea-
son, the maximum penalty being a 
$10,000 fine and two years' imprison-
ment. 
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TUCSON STAR 

SEEKS NEW TRIAL 
FOR JAP SISTERS 

DENVER, Aug. 13.—(JP)—Defense 
At torney Kenneth W. Robinson 
said toil ay he will f i le a motion 
Monday for a new tr ial fo r Mrs. 
"F lo" Shivze Otani, Mrs. Tsuruko 
"Toots" Wallace, and Mrs. Billie 
Shi tara Tanigoshi, all th ree con-
victed of conspiracy to commit 
t reason. 

The U. S. Distr ict Ju r y which 
convicted the three Japanese-Amer-
ican sisters yesterday on the con-
spiracy charge found them inno-
cent of commit t ing treason.. 

•Robinson said the mot ion would 
be based on the a rgument that If 
the evidence in a t reason tr ial 
shows the defendants ' in tent ions 
were innocent, i t is the duty of the 
cour t to take the case f r o m the 
j u r y . 

The sisters were accused of as-
sist ing the escape of two German 
pr isoners f r om a Trinidad» Colo., 
i n te rnmen t camp. 

K U 
•I 

on the 

Convicted Jap Women ; 

Decide Not fo Appeal  ̂
By the Associated Press. A 

DENVER, Aug. 23.—Three Japa -
nese-American sisters will not ap-
peal their convictions of conspiracy 
to commit treason, their at torney 
Kenneth W. Robinson, announced 
today. 

" In my opinion due process of 
law was accorded them," Mr. Robin-
son said. 

Convicted by a United s ta tes Dis-
trict Court jury of conspiring to 
help in the escape of two German 
prisoners of war, the sisters are Mrs 
Tsuruko "Toots" Wallace. 35. sen-
tenced to two years in prison, and 
Mrs. Florence "Flo" Shivze Otani 
33, and Mrs. Billie Shi tara Tani-'i 
goshi, 32, both facing 20-month: 
terms. They were also fined $1.000 
each. 
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Prints 011 Maps] 
Identi f ied atl 

Treason Trial 
F B X A g e i r t S f a y s T h e y Are 

' T h o s e  of 2 U.S.-Japanese 

Girls Held in Nazi Plotl 

D E N V E R T ^ S ^ - N e a r i n g ! 

p e r t c L 

Ithey are accused of helping 
fescape. . 
| From Washington came John 
n Robyk, Federal Bureau of I n -
ivestigation f ingerprint specialist, 
i o testify that Prints found on 
the maps were those of M r B U U e 
Shitara Tanigoshi, wm 
years old, and Mrs. Tsuruko Wal-
lace, thirty-five, known a s T o o t s . 
The n f t h e t r l° o f s i s t e r s -
Mrs 

The government alleges tha t the 
sisters supplied clothing, maps and 
other equipment to the Germans 
last October, then drove them , in 
a car f rom the prisoner of war 
camp a t Trinidad, Col., to New 
Mexico, where the prisoners were 
later recaptured. 

The women, residents of the 
Granada relocation ' center, were 
cropsharers on a fa rm which was 
using prisoner-of-war labor. 

Haider has pointed to all three 
sisters as accomplices in the es-
cape. Loescher, claiming he had 
not seen the women unti l they 
flrove away in the car during the 
night and had not seen their faces 
then because of darkness, said to-

,day he knew their benefactors only 
as "Toots," "Flo" and 'Billie." He 
asserted he was unable to point 
t hem out in the courtroom. 
' [Snapshots showing Mars Wal-
lace and Mrs. Tanigoshi in amor-
ous poses with Haider and another 
pr isoner -were introduced as evi-
dence taken f rom the recaptured 
»own, The United Press reported.] 
» Apprentice Seaman Ernest Ri-
vera, eighteen-year-old Spanish-
American youth who worked on 
the fa rm with the sisters and the 
Germans, told of hearing Mrs. 
(Wallace tell Haider, "I've got 
something for you," or " I have 
something to tell you." 
f  T h e j u r y heard also of a 165-t 
foot tunnel by which at least five! 
Germans were said to have ob-
tained their freedom from the 
camp. Lieutenant-Colonel William1 

;S. Hannan, of Fort Leonard Wood, 
|Mo., former commanding officer a t 
¡Trinidad, said the tunnel started 
at a building occupied by German 
officers and ended outside the 
fence. I t had electric wiring, he 
said, and was not discovered until 
a f ter the escape of Haider and 
Loescher. On Oct. 16, the night of 
their break, a t least —BR five and 
possibly sifc prisoners altogether 
escaped f rom the camp, Col. Hân-

' nan testified. T 
Î Î Î r d y o f \ h r t r i o of"sisters is Assistant United-States District 

—- - shivze Otani, Attorney Ivor O. Wingren said the 
* Igovernment expects to wind up its 

case soon af ter the third day's ses-
sion starts tomorrow. The defense 
will ask a directed acquittal for 
the sisters, who face a possible 

S i r W X T w h d was' not named 
in the fingerprint testimony. 

But United States District Court 
judge J . F 0 ^f e d S r ee v i d e n c e had the sisters, w h o T a c e T 
& been s f e « identified by *eath Penalty of convicted 
prosecution witnesses as those 
fminH on the prisoners, Heinricn 
Haider and Herman ugus t¿oesch-
er, when they were recaptured. 

Judge Symes rejected a mistrial 
motion by defense attorney ETA 
S o t £ by Kenneth Robinson, de-
fense atternoy, submitted on the 
contention that the mapsshould 
have been excluded from the evi 
dence entirely. 

j o e Garside, of Trinidad, Col 

G a i n e d 
oad ma ls from him, explaining 

she planned to visit her husbands 
"folks." 

SY. 

POBt 

Denver• Colo. 
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22 WILL TESTIFY 

OF JAP SISTERS 
German War Prisoners to* 

Be Chief Witnesses in 
U. S. Court. 

Summonses have been issued for 
twenty-two witnesses for the trial 
on treason charges of three Ameri-
can-born Japanese sisters which 
starts in the United States district 
court in Denver Monday, Unitedi 
States District Attorney Morrisseyj 
said Friday. 1 

Principal witnesses will be thei 
two German prisoners of war, Hen-j 
rich Heinrich Haider and Herman 
August Loescher, both 31, who, ac-
cording to government charges, 
were aided in an escape from the 

j Trinidad internment camp by the 
i three women. 

Trial of the three sisterfe, Mrs. 
Tsuruko (Toots) Wallace, 35; Mrs. 
Florence (Flo) Shivze Otank, 33, 
and Mrs. Billie Shitara Tanigoshi, 

¡32, will receive nationwide attention 
jas one df the few treason trials in 
the history of the United States. 

| The Nazi prisoners, brought to 
(Denver Friday, will appear In court 
Monday in full uniform, wearing 
their campaign ribbons awarded by 
the Nazi army, Assistant District 
Attorney Ivor O. Wingren who will 
handle the government's case, said. 

Kenneth W. kobinson is the court* 
appointed attorney representing the 
defendants. 

"We are simply determined to see 
that the defendants receive a fair 
trial, as guaranteed- by the Amer-
ican legal system," Robinson de-
clared. 
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LuVfi Tryst P Introduced in Denver Treason Trial 

This is the celebrated "clinch" 

picture of Corp. Heinrich Haider 

and Mrs. Tsuruko (Toots) Wal-

lace, allegedly taken by _Mrs. 

Florence (Flo) Shivze Otani on 

the Winger ranch near Trinidad. 

«—Rocky Mountain News Photo. 

This photograph af the government's star witnesses—two former members of 
Rommel's once-famous Africa Corps—was taken while they were leaving U. S. Dis-
trict Court yesterday afternoon. Left to right: jCorp. H einrich Haider, Pfc. Herman 
August Loescher, and, guarding them, Sgt. Robert Werner of the U. S. military 
police. Haider and Loescher have both told their stories of their escape from a 
prisoner of war camp on the witness stand. ... 

2d Nazi Describes 
Aid by U. S.-Jap Girls 

i By JACK FOSTER 
Wear ing the Iron Cross, two emblems for heroism, a red r ibbon 

to indicate he was an off icer candidate—al l on a shabby faded Afr ica 
~Dfr. Worman 4iianc+ T opsrhpr vpsterdav trvld * federal 

This is another snapshot allegedly taken by 
"Flo" which shows Corporal Haider with his arm 
around "Toots." This picture and the one at the 
left are said to have been taken on the Winger 
ranch near Trinidad, where Japanese evacuees 
and German prisoners of war had been 
take care of the onion crop. Both 
Introduced in evidence in the 
yesterday. 

Loescher said he did not see the 
three women unt i l he got into the 
car, and knew them only as 
"Toots," "Bil l ie" and "Flo." He 
said he sat hetween Bill ie and Flo 
in the back seat, and he thought 
Toots was in the f ron t seat wi th 
Haider. 

"Do you recognize this woman?" 
Mr. Wingren asked, submitt ing one 
of the embracing pictures of Toots 

t ransferred to Camp Campbel l , 
Ky., which is a camp where-ant i -
Nazis are housed, al though in open 
court Loescher had not said, in so 
many words, he was anti-Nazi. 

"Why were you two drawn to-
gether?" -Mr. Wingren asked. 

"We had been educated, and had 
traveled places. Lots of places in 
common," the pfc. replied. 

"Were you seriously wounded?" 

u p ^ r f f i s place and$«E_ 
pump on their c a r - ^ d a 

they 
He 

Mr. Mares 
tion owner, G e o r t 
who also testif ied, 
did a "bad job" of f i x i n ^ w ^ 
but gave them some jugs of water . 

Aftprwsrrrts th«v all ha d a dr ink 

lliSSll 



lace, al legedly taken by Mrs. 

Florence (Flo) Shivze Otanl on 

the Winger ranch near Trinidad. 

August Loescher, and, guarding them, Sgt. Robert Werner of the U. S. mil i tary 
police. Haider and Loescher have both told their stories of their escape from t 
prisoner of war "camp on the witness stand. 

and German prisoners of war had been hired to 
take care of the onion crop. Both pfe <>tos were 
introduced in evidence in the tre<*»on t r ^ J b e r « 
yesterday. , r 

2d Nazi Describes 
Aid by U. S.-Jap Girls 

i By JACK FOSTER 
Wear ing the I ron Cross, t w o emblems io r hero ism, a red r ibbon 

to ind icate h e was an of f icer candidate—al l on a shabby f a d e d A f r i ca 
Corps jacke t—Pfc . H e r m a n August Loescher yes terday told a f e d e r a l 

t *ury in Denve r t h a t the th ree Japanese -Amer i can sisters be ing t r ied 
" lo r t reason h a d he lped h im to escape f r o m t h e Tr in idad p r i soner -o f -
;war camp on Oct. 16, 1943. 

They h a d he lped h im and Corp. 

ile inr ich Ha ider , he said, bu t not 
o he could go back and f ight 

aga in for Germany . 
"No," h e said, speak ing again 

i n t ha t school-book Engl ish wh ich 
d is t inguishes t h e two, '.no, I was 
"¡wounded t h r e e t imes. I a m not 
act ive. They have taken m y arms. 
M y count ry wou ld not call on m e 
t o f ight again. I have no in terest 
i n going back to r e n e w the wa r . 

j escaped only to get my- f reedom." 
He's Not a Hitler Foe 

H e d id no t tes t i f y h e was an 
ant i -Naz i as h is comrade, Haider , 
h a d done the day before . 

He did not say he wan ted to jo in 
t h e Aus t r i an Legion or the Czecho-
s lovak ian Legion so tha t he migh t 
h e l p to destroy the "Hi t le r gang," 
as t h e ex -Aus t r i an ve ter inar ian 
h a d insisted t ha t he wished to do. 

- , No, H e r m a n Augus t Loescher 
a d been born in Ge rmany proper 

v>- in Ho ls te in—had wo rked in a 
3-erman bank , wo re t h e I ron Cross 
w i th pr ide, and he jus t wan ted to 
ge t back to en joy the Ge rmany 
tha t , he to ld two of t h e th ree J a p -
anese-Amer i can gir ls on the i r es-
cape r ide, he loved. 

H e even to ld two of these girls 
• - M r s . F lo rence (F lo) Shivze 
'Otani and Mrs. Bi l l ie Sh i ta r i Tan i -
gosh i—that he hoped they would 
See Germany , too, w h e n the w a r 
Was over . 
A Puzzl ing Aspect 

This test imony, coming as the 
c l imax of t he morn ing session of 
th is histor ic t r ia l in Federa l Dis-
t r ic t J u d g e J . Foster Symes' court , | j j e t Th ree Gir ls 

w ished to th row off the pagan 
Nazi yoke. Yet t h e two of t hem 
w e r e f r i ends—f rom the days they 
had m e t in a hospi ta l in Car thage, 
Nor th A f r i ca—and they we re close 
buddies in t he Tr in idad compound. 

T h e only point of s imi lar i ty in 
the i r tes t imony was tha t ne i ther 
ever in tended to f ight against the 
All ies again. 
Trio Watches Intently 

As Loescher spoke unde r t he 
quest ion ing of U. S. Distr ict A t t o r -
ney Ivor O. Wingren and Defense 
At to rney Kenne th Robinson, the 
th ree Or ienta l women—Bi l l ie , F lo 
and se l f -conta ined Mrs. Tsu ruko 
(Toots) Wal lace—leaned f o r w a r d 
and f i xed h im w i th the i r sha rp 
black eyes. 

Noth ing was said about any p e r -
sonal re lat ions be tween t h e two 
pr isoners - of - w a r and the th ree 
women. The pr isoners had de-
clined on the i r honor to test i fy to 
any th ing of this sort , it was u n d e r -
stood. . Yet these th ree w o m e n 
k n e w t ha t as he spoke th is m a n , 
whom they had aided, was w e a v -
ing a w e b of tes t imony a round 
them tha t as a m a x i m u m pena l ty 
could conceivably end in death. 

" I was a radio operator on a t a n k 
and got as f a r as El Baba, Egypt , " 
said P fc . Loescher (he had p rev i -
ously been ident i f ied as a cor -
Doral). " I was in the re t rea t 
f r o m L ibya to Tunis ia . I was cap -
tured wh i le I was in the hospi ta l 
at Car thage by the Br i t ish on 
May 8, 1943. 

¿reseated, a 
C o n f u s e d complex ion 

somewhat new and 
on the case 

f r o m tha t pa in ted by t h e br i t t le 
Spoken Ha ider . 

Fo r to hear Ha ider ta lk , he was 
one of t he most v io lent ant i -Nazis, 
leader in t he Aust r ian u n d e r -
g r o u n d , Cathol ic pat r io t who 

" I was taken f r o m Oran, Nor th 
Af r ica , to Norfo lk , Va., to T r i n i -
dad, w h e r e I ar r ived Sept . 1, 1943. 
On Oct. 16, 1943, Ha ider gave m e 
some civi l ian clothes and th ings, 
and w e escaped f rom the pr ison 
camp. On the road we met the 
three girls in a car." 

Loescher said he did not see the 
th ree women unt i l he got into the 
car, and k n e w them only as 
"Toots," "Bi l l ie" and "Flo." He 
said he sat between Bil l ie and Flo 
in t he back seat, and he thought 
Toots w a s in the f r on t seat w i th 
Ha ider . 

"Do you recognize th is w o m a n ? " 
Mr . Wingren asked, submi t t ing one 
of t h e embrac ing p ic tures of Toots 
and Ha ider . • 
Told to Be Careful * 

"Yes, that 's Flo," Loescher r e -
pl ied. " I can ident i fy i t f r o m . a 
p ic tu re in the paper . " 

" W h a t did you ta lk about in the 
car on t h e w a y to New Mexico?" 
Mr . Wingren asked. 

"F lo told m e to be carefu l , not 
t o da re too much, " he repl ied. 
"She w a s a f ra id I might wa lk in 
the dayl ight and somebody shoot 
me. I told h e r I wan ted to go to 
Mexicd and South Amer ica. We 
ta lked about w h a t a nice place, 
w h a t a lovely count ry Germany 
is, and m a y b e they could come 
the re a f t e r the wa r . " 

A t Wagon Mound, N. M., he said, 
t h e gir ls tu rned around a f te r a 
"n igh t l unch" wi th them, and they 
wen t on to Watrous, N. M., where , 
a f t e r a beer in a tavern , wh ich 
h e said cost t h e m 90 cents, i t be -
ing a "b ig bott le," they w e r e a r -
res ted. 
I n Ant i -Naz i Camp 

Unde r cross - examinat ion, Mr. 
Robinson b r o u g h t o u t tha t 
Loescher, l ike Haider , had been 

t rans fe r red to Camp Campbel l , 
Ky., wh ich is a camp w h e r e an t i -
Nazis a r e housed, a l though in open l 
cour t Loescher h a d no t said, in scu 
m a n y words, he w a s ant i -Nazi . 

"Why we re you t w o d rawn to -
gether?" -Mr. Wingren asked. 

"We had been educated, and had 
t raveled places. Lots of p laces in 
common," the p fc . rep l ied. 

"Were you ser iously wounded?" 
"Shel l sp l in ters p ierced m y 

lung," Loescher repl ied. " " I was 
bur ied under a bombshel l fo r f ou r 
hours, and this a f fec ted the jo ints 
of my h ips and shoulders. " 
Didn't  M e a n to Fight Again 

Then Loescher asked if he might | 
say something. 

"May I say th is : I guess m y 
comrade to ld you t ha t Germany 
had v io lated Aust r ia , " he said. "As 
fo r mysel f , I was wounded , and I 
could no t f igh t again. I have no 
in terest in renew ing the f igh t 
again. I jus t w a n t e d m y f reedom. " 

This ended t h e eye - wi tness 
phase of t he government 's case— 
two wi tnesses a re necessary f o r a 
convict ion in a t reason case—and 
the government t h e n in t roduced a 
series of of f ic ia l w i tnesses to l ink 
together t he t h ree J a p a n e s e - A m e r -
ican women w i t h t he pr isoners fo l -
lowing the ar res t . 

Manue l Mares, i n t h e l iquor 
business in Spr inger , N . M., tes t i -
f ied tha t on the ear ly morn ing of 
Oct. 17, 1943—between 1:30 and 
2:30—the th ree w o m e n h a d dr iven 

up to his place and laid thé "water 
pump on their car was broken and 
they needed somebody to fife it. 
"Tie t'ixei t" 4"  IT" ̂ 

Mr. Mares « 
t ion owner , G e o ^ f C i c e r° 
who also test i f ied, s a i d h* 
did a "bad job" of f i x ing 
but gave t hem some jugs of water.* 

A f t e rwa rds th^p al l had a d r i nk -
in Mares ' place. 

Lu the r Reading, special agent of 
the FBI , test i f ied he and Alber t H . 
Ha thaway , a capta in of the New 
Mexico s ta te police, wen t to W a t -
rous on t h e n ight of the 17th and 
arrested the pr isoners. 

Ha thaway , now in the nava l 
hospi ta l corps, said they took t h e 
pr isoners to the ja i l at Las Vegas, 
N. M., w h e r e he and Nolan Utz. 
Las Vegas chief of police, e x a m -
ined them and found the civi l ian 
clothing, f lashl ight , map, snap -
shots and other art ic les the gov-

e r n m e n t claims were given t h e 
pr isoners - of - w a r by the th ree 
women. 

Both H a t h a w a y and Utz iden t i -
f ied th ree snapshots al legedly 
taken by Flo, of Ha ider embracing* 
Toots and of Backus (another Nazi 

i pr isoner) w i th his a rm around B i l -
lie at the Winger ranch, w h e r e 
apparent ly p r isoners -o f -war and 
these Japanese-Amer ican evacuees 
were mingl ing f ree ly . 
Lt . Col. Hannan Recal led 

Lt . Col. Wi l l iam S. Hannan, t h e n , 
commanding of f icer of the T r i n i -
dad camp, now at Camp Campbel l , 
Ky., was recal led to the stand to 
test i fy tha t the maps and o ther 
ef fects had been brought to t h e 
camp by Sgt. Rober t E. Lee and 
tu rned over by h im for keeping 
to Master Sgt. L. J . Trapato . 

Under cross-examinat ion, Mr . 
Robinson a t tempted to show,-
through Colonel Hannan, t ha t 
escapees were not uncommon in 
the Tr in idad camp dur ing tha t 
per iod. 

"Were not fou r o ther pr isoners 
repor ted missing tha t n ight? 
Wasn ' t it actual ly 7 o'clock Mon-
day morn ing before some of t h e m 
were repor ted missing?" Mr. Rob-
inson asked. 

" I don' t recal l . I 'd have to look 

' (Con t i nued on Page 11) 
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i THE POSI 

TREASt 
THREE SISTERS 
ARENOTPUTON 
WITNESS STAND 

Crowds Disappointed as 

Women Fail to \ 

Testify. 

(Continued From Page One.) 
outside the courtroom, patrol led by 
heavily armed guards, were packed 
with those seeking admission to 
the already ' crowded courtroom. 
Bai l i f fs Wil l iam Dolan and Carl 
Wilson, courteous but f i rm in en-
forcement of the court order t ha t 
none who could not f ind seats could 
gain admission, scurr ied about the 
ent i re federal building searching 
for addit ional chairs. The space in-
side the court rail, reserved ordi-
nari ly for at torneys, newspapermen 
and the defendants, was thus filled, 
wi th several members of the bar 
f ind ing places to sit on the steps 
leading to the judge's bench. 
COURTROOM STILL 
JAMMED THURSDAY. 

The fai lure of the sisters to take 
the stand and tell of their rela-
t ions with the two German soldiers, 
Corp. Heinr ich Haider, a mule 
tender In Erwin Rommel 's A f r i ka 
Koips, and Pfc . Herman August 
Loescher, decorated and beribboned 
radio tankman, thr ice wounded in 
the Egypt ian and ' north Afr ica 
campaign, fai led to dampen the 
persistence of the crowd Thursday 
as the tr ial went into its four th 
day. The hal lways outside the 
cour t room were packed again, most-
ly by women, long before the doors 
were opened at 9 a. m. Many 
brought lunches to eat in the hall-
ways th ru the noon recess so they 
might be in line again for seats at 
the af ternoon session. 

The Thursday session was to be 
r iven over to the oratory of the 
oppos ing l a w y e r s Rob inson fo r t h e 
defense, and United States Distr ict 
At torney Morrissey and his chief 
deputy, Ivor C. Wlngren for the 
government. 

J U D G E MAY GIVE 
COMMENT TO JURY. 

The closing arguments were to be 
preceded by the deliver^ of the 
court 's instruct ion. Under federdl 
cour t practice, Judge Symes, in de-
l ivering the instruct ions to the jury, 
may comment upon the evidence 
in the case—a pract ice which dif-
fe rs f rom tha t of the s ta te courts 
in which the judge's instruct ions 
are l imited to a cut-and-drled inter-
pretat ion of the law as wr i t ten in 
the s ta tu te books. 

The at torneys conferred into a 
late hour Wednesday, with Judge 
Symes relative ttf the Instruct ions 
—a most impor tant phase of the 
proceedings. 

The trial, in i ts closing phases 
Wednesday, moved with unlooked 
for speed. Robinson confined his 
case to three witnesses—one Mary 
Shi tara, a sister of the accused 
trio, and two Caucasian women 
f r om Cal i fornia who, in other years, 
knew the accused as neighbors. 
W I T N E S S E S B E L I E V E 
S ISTERS TO B E LOYAL. 

Each of these witnesses, Mrs 
Ethe l N. Sherman of Compton, 
Calif., and Mrs. Wi lma Ann Read-
man of Wil lmington, Calif., testi-
f ied they believed the sisters to be 
"loyal Americans." 

Judge ISymes interrupted both to 
ask the names of anyone with whom 
either had discussed the sisters,' 
loyalty. Nei ther could recall a 
specif ic conversat ion of this na-
ture. The women sa id . they had 
lived near the defendants and based 
their test imony upon their ac-
quaintance with the sisters, and 
With members of their famil ies. 
Robinson sought to make much of 
the fac t tha t Toots, Flo and Billie 
had been baptizfed in the Church 
of the Brethren, a Christ ian or-
ganizat ion. 
'TOOTS' P I C T U R E 
PLACED IN RECORD. 

Hhe failed to get their bapt ismal 
cert i f icates into the record. He did 
get In a letter f rom a woman who 
was selling Red Cross pins which 
stated Flo had purchased such a 
decoration. He got in a picture 
showing Toots in her bapt ismal 
dress—taken thir teen years ago. He 
at tempted, but failed, to get before 
the jury a clipping f rom a Los An-
geles newspaper which listed Toots' 
athlet ic achievements while in 
Inglewood (Calif.) high school. 

Dur ing the test imony of Mrs. 
Sherman, Robinson had Blllie's hus-
band come forward for identif ica-
tion. 

" I know him well," said Mrs. Sher-
man. " I have known him since he 
was six months old. His mother 
and my husband were schoolmates 
back in Indiana." 

Wingren sought to br ing out that 
Tanlgoshi's  mother was "a Ger-
man." 

"No, just an American," said Mrs. 

r - SAYS TOOTS WANTED 
TO JOIN SERVICE 

Mrs. Rcadman said she had a 
let ter f rom Toots, which she had 
"unfor tunate ly destroyed,*' in which 
the accused said she "wanted to 
join the service but was prevented 
f rom doing so because, sh^ had a 
13-year-old daughter." 

Mrs. Readman said hen husband 
was serving with an armed force in 
the South Pacif ic. She said Toots, 
in a letter, which she also had de-
stroyed, wrote: "The d a m n J a p s 
bet ter not get him." 

Tha t made up the defendants ' 
case. 

At its close Robinson, for the 
second t ime dur ing the day, moved 
for a directed verdict. His plea was 
denied. ' 

• n mr-



b o t h s i des r e s t i n t r e a s o n , , 
CASE WI 1HOUT HEARI NG GI RLS 

Courtroom Crowds Disappointed When Defense 

V . Fails to Call Jap Sisters to Stand 

A V As Trial Nears Jury. 

V T 

accused of trpnf J a p M e s e A m e r i c a n sisters, accused of treason in the escape plot of two German prisoners 
Of war, was to rest in the hands of twelve average American 
men, comprising- the jury sitting in „ . S. D i s t r i c t 

T x r 0 ^ 1 D e f e n s e Counsel Kenneth 
VV. Robinson elected not to place 
his clients, Mrs. Tsurako (Toots) 
Wallace, 34; Mrs. Shivze (Flo) 

»Otani, S3, and Mrs. Billie Shitara 
Tanigoshi, 31, upon the witness 
stand, much to the disappointment 
of the largest crowd ever to seek 
entrance to a. trial in federal court 
here. 

All day Wednesday the corridors 
^ (Turn to Page 4—Col. t . ) I 
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able that a verdict wtt i be reached 
by nightfal l . 

When the government rested its 
case yesterday morning, Mr. Rob^ 
inson rose, asked that the ju ry bé 
excused, and engaged in an elo-
quent and br i l l iant plea for a di-
rected verdict of not gui l ty. T rea -
son in English law dates back to 
the days of Henry VIII , when it 
was treason to doubt the val idity 
oi His Majesty 's divorces, Mr. Rob-
inson pointed out — back to the 
black days of the Star Chamber 
trials. 

Because of the terr i f lce penal -
ties invoked then, the early Amer -
ican lawmakers had wr i t ten into 
t h e Consti tut ion safeguards against 
the misuse of t reason charges, he 
cont inued. Notable among these 
safeguards, he declared, was the 
consti tut ional provision that there 
must be two eye-witnesses to thè 
overt act of t reason. 
Most of Indictment Stands 

"Where are these two wi t -
nesses?" he asked. " I t is t rue that 
Haider (Corp. Heinr ich Haider, 
whom the girls are said to have 
helped escape), declared he wi t -
nessed the ent i re chain of c i rcum-
stances. But wha t about Loescher 
(Pfc. Herman August Loescher, 
the other German pr isoner-of -
war )? Loescher could not ident i fy 
these th ree women in tfie court 
room. He merely said there were 
three women — Billie, Flo and 
Toots—who helped h im escape. 
That 's all. Nothing more. Where 
a*e your two eyewitnesses?" 

Fur thermore, Mr. Robinson a r -
gued that since one (Haider) was 
an ant i -Nazi and other (Loesch-
er) could not f ight again because 
of wounds, there could not pos-
sibly be any aid or comfort to the 
enemy in their escape. 

Judge Symes denied the motion. 
He struck out charges l inking thé 
pr isoners-of -war wi th certain road 
maps, since the government had 
not provided the link, but the ma-
jor par ts of the indictment stand. 
Sisters Called to Stand 

Mr. .Robinson then called Mary 
Shi tara, a sister of the defendants, 
to the stand. She is one of seven 
girls and three boys in the Shitara 
family, who had been evacuated 
f rom Inglewood, Calif,, to Amache, 
Colo., fol lowing the at tack on Pear l 
Harbor . When the fami ly became 
share-croppers on the Winger 
Ranch near Trinidad,) where tke 

"He talked some, then took mag -
azines and went outside to read."; 

"Did many of the pr isoners-of -
wa r read your magazines?" Mr. 
Wingren continued. 
Loafed During Afternoons 

"Oh, yes, they'd get their work-
quota done in the morning, theni 
they would usually just loaf^ 
around in the af ternoon." 

Mrs. Ethel Sherman, Compton, 
Calif., then was called to test i fy i 
that she was a close f r iend of ! 
Bill ie. Her husband, she said, ! 
had known the fa ther of Billie's 
husband. He was a Japanese and 
marr ied in Indiana to an Amer - j 
ican woman, she said. 

"Wasn' t this woman actual ly a 
German?" Mr. Wingren asked in 
cross-examinat ion. 

"No, just an American," Mrs. 
Sherman replied. 

Mrs. Sherman said she had been 
at the hospital when Billie's child 
was born, and she knew that she 
was a loyal American. 

Mrs. Sherman said she had 
known Billie's husband since he 
was a s ix-month-old baby, and 
had t reated h im almost as her own 
son. 

"Could you ident i fy h im if he 
stood up?" Mr. Robinson asked. 

"Yes, there he is," Mrs. Sher -
man said, pointing to a good-look-
ing, • intel l igent young man w i th | 
mixed Oriental and Caucasian 
features who stood up f rom among 
the spectators. He stood, unem-
barrassed with a calm smile on : 
his face, looking over the crowded 
courtroom and then sat down. 
Shown in Nazi's Arms 

Among the evidence, presented 
earl ier, was a snapshot of this : 
young man's wife, Billie. She was j 
in the arms of one pf the German 
pr isoners-of -war . | 

Despite this evh^enca, this young rethren," she said 

an has seemed atteniWe to Billie 
i roughout, the t r ia l ] / a h d has 
Iked apparent ly to her 
Jr ing the recessdWl They have 
child of f ive. I J 
Final ly Mr. Robinson cal led Mrs. 
i lma Anna Readmari, felooming-
n, Calif., who said she fltnew wel l 
1 the defendants, and tha t Toots 
ad l ived wi th her y ^ M s n e w a s 

;)ing to high school. < ( . 
"Al l of them w i r e ' »baptized 

hr ist ians in the C l \ u i c | of the 

"Toots had 
le highest athlet ic honors jn higli 

school," she added, showing a bap>j 
t ismal picture and a newspape i 
cl ipping to prove both points. 

During the noon recess, scores of 
spectators ate thei r lunch in theij 
corridors, so they might not losei 
their seats. Spectators nabbed alii 
bu t two of the 22 chairs in thel 
jury 's room dur ing this recess, and j 
Mr. Dolan had qui te a t ime recov-
er ing the chairs, so the ju ry could 
have a place to sit whi le they wer« 
excused. "' 

\ 



2d Wman Testifies U. S.-Jap 
Sisters Helped Him Flee Camp 

By JACK FOSTER 

Wearing the Iron Cross, two emblems for heroism, a red ribbon to indicate he was an 
officer candidate—all on a shabby faded Africa Corps jacket—Pfc. Herman August Loescher 
yesterday told a federal jury in Denver that the three Japanese-American sisters being 
tried for treason had helped him to escape from the Trinidad prisoner-of-war camp on 
Oct. 16, 1943. 

They had helped him and Corp. 
Heinrich Haider, he said, but not 
so he -could go back and fight 
again for Germany. 

"No," he said, speaking again 
in that school-book English which 
distinguishes the two, "no, I was 
wounded three times. I am not 
active. They have taken my arms. 
My country would not call on me 
to f ight again. I have no interest 
in going back to renew the war. 
I escaped only to get my freedom." 
He's Not a Hitler Foe 

He did not testi fy he was an 
anti-Nazi as his comrade, Haider, 
had done the day before. 

He did not say he wanted to join 
the Austr ian Legion or the Czecho-
slovakian Legion so that he might 
help to destroy the "Hit ler gang," 
as the ex-Austr ian veter inarian 
had insisted that he wished to do. 

No, Herman August Loescher 
had been born in Germany proper 
—in Holstein—had worked in a 
German bank, wore the Iron Cross 
with pride, and he just wanted to 
get back to enjoy the Germany 
that, he told two of the three Jap-
anese-American girls on their es-
cape ride, he loved. 

He ¿ven told two of these girls 
—Mrs. Florence (Flo) Shivze 
Otani and Mrs. Billie Shitari Tani-
g0 shi—that he hoped they would 
see Germany, too, when the war 
was over. 
A Puzzling Aspect 

This testimony, coming as the 
cl imax of the morning session of 
this historic tr ial in Federal Dis-
trict Judge J. Foster Symes' court, 
presented a somewhat new and 
confused complexion on the case 
f rom that painted by the bri t t le 
spoken Haider.» 

For to hear Haider talk, he was 
one of the most violent anti-Nazis, 
leader in the Austrian under-
ground, Catholic patr iot who 

Toots was in the f ront seat with 
Haider. 

"Do you recognize this woman?" 
Mr. Wingren asked, submitt ing one 
of the embracing pictures of Toots 
and Haider. 
Told to Be Careful 

"Yes, that 's Flo," Loescher re -
plied. " I can identi fy it f rom a 
picture in the paper." 

"What did you talk about in the 
car on the way to New Mexico?" 
Mr. Wingren asked. 

"Flo told me to be careful, not 
to dare too much," he replied. 
"She was afraid I might walk in 
the daylight and somebody shoot 
me. I told her I wanted to go to 
Mexico and South America. We 
talked about what .a. nice place, 
what a lovely country Germany 
is, and maybe they could come 
there af ter the war . " 

At Wagon Mound, N. M., he said, 
the girls surned around after a 
"night lunch" with them, and they 
went on to Watrous, N. M., where, 
af ter a beer in a tavern, which 
he said cost them 90 cents, it be-
ing a "big bottle," they were ar-
rested. 
In Anti-Nazi Camp 

Under cross, - examination, Mr. 
Robinson b r o u g h t o u t that 
Loescher, l ike Haider, had been 
t ransferred . to ' Camp Campbell, 
Ky., which is a camp where ant i-
Nais are housed, although in open 
court Loescher had not said, in so 
many words, he was anti-Nai. 

"Why were you two drawn to-
gether , " Mr. Wingren asgked. 

"We had been educated, and had 
traveled places. Lots of places in 
common," the pfc. replied. 

"Were you seriously wounded?" 
"Shell splinters pierced my 

lung," Loescher replied. " I was 
buried under a bombshell for four 
hours, and this affected the joints 
of my hips and shoulders." 
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ivished to throw off the pagan 
i iazi yoke. Yet the two of them 
Were f r iends—from the days they 
had met in a hospital in Carthage, 
North Afr ica—and they were close 

( buddies in the Trinidad compound. 
The only point of similarity in 

I their testimony was that neither 
f ever intended to f ight against the 
j Allies again. 
Trio Watches Intently * 

As Loescher spoke under the 
questioning of U. S. District At tor-
ney Ivor O. Wingren and Defense 
Attorney Kenneth Robinson, the 
three Oriental women—Billie, Flo 
and self-contained Mrs. Tsuruko 
(Toots) Wallace—leaned forward 
and f ixed him with their sharp 
black eyes. 

Nothing was said about any per-
sonal relations between the two 
prisoners - of - war and the three 
women. The prisoners had de-
clined on their honor to testi fy to 
anything of this sort, it was under-
stood. Yet these three women 
knew that as he spoke this man, 
whom they had aided, was weav-
ing a web of testimony around 
them that as a maximum penalty 
could conceivably end in death. 

"I was a radio operator on a tank 
and got as far as El Baba, Egypt," 
said Pfc. Loescher (he had previ-
ously been identif ied as a cor-
noran . "I was in the retreat 
f rom Libya to Tunisia. I was cap-
tured while I was in the hospital 
at Carthage by the Brit ish on 
May 8, 1943. 
Met Three Girls 

" I was taken f rom Oran, North 
Afr ica, to Norfolk, Va., to Tr in i -
dad, where I arrived Sept. 1, 1943. 
On Oct. 16, 1943, Haider gave me 
some civilian clothes and things, 
and we escaped f rom the prison 
camp. On the road we met the 
three girls in a car." 

Loescher said he did not see the 
three women unti l he got into the 
car, and knew them only as 
"Toots," "Bill ie" and "Flo." He 
said he sat between Billie and Flo 
itl the back seat, and he thought 
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Hears Him Say One Gave 
H im Clothes for Escape10* 

DENVER, Aug. 7 (UP).—Hein-
i ich Haider, , th i r ty-one-year-old 
corporal in Hit ler's Afr ika ^Torps, 
testified today tha t Mrs. Tsuruko 
Wallace, thirty-f lve-year-old J a p -
anese-American, had helped h im 
and a companion to escape f rom 
the prisoner of war camp at Tr in-
idad, Col. 

His testimony was the first of-
fered as the government began the 
treason trial of three Japanese-
American women, accused of help-
ing Haider and a fellow German 
oldier in the escape plot. 

She gave h im civilian clothing 
and six maps to help h im get 
away a f ter she first tried to dis-
suade him f rom making the a t -
tempt, Haider sa}d. 

"She feared I might be shot by 
one of the guards, but I tola her 
t ha t with my fr iend I was re-
solved to a t tempt the escape," 
Haider explained. 

Mrs. Wallace, who was known as 
Toots to her f r iends and relatives, 
was referred to as Toots through-
out Haider's testimony. 

Haider testified over the strenu 
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ous objection of Kenneth Rob-
inson, court-appointed defense 
attorney. 

The three defendants, facing 
possible death sentences if con-
victed, earlier had listened quietly 
as a government at torney out-
lined the case. 
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} er_ Display No Emotion 
ion. Both of the Germans, as well as 
t in the women, speak and understand 
Jon- English, but their faces displayed 
Wit-  Ro emotion as Ivor Wingren, As-
tify, s istant United States District At-
o m - torney, told a jury of five salesmen 
jrike a n d eight other men of various 
I U., occupations that the government 
fcrike would a t tempt to prove tha t the 
jssue women had committed treason by 
jarge helping the Germans to escape 
in it. f r o m a prisoner of war camp near 
fain- Trinidad, Col., last Oct. 17. They 
Sibly * a c e a possible death penalty if 
duty convicted. 

0 go T h e charges have been denied 
by the sisters, who readily admi t -
ted at the t ime of their arrest t ha t 
they had become acquainted with 
the Nazis while working with them 
on a f a rm and were, in fact , so 
well acquainted tha t two of the 
women posed for pictures while in 
the arms of the Germans. 

The other two women are Mrs 
Florence , Shivze Otanl, th i r ty-
three, and Mrs.- Billie Sh i tara 
Tanigoshi, th i r ty- two. 

I t is the government's conten-
tion tha t the sisters, who were 
born at Inglewpod, Calif., and 
graduated f rom the Inglewood 
High School but were brought to 
Colorado in the avacuat ion of 
West Coast Japanese and J a p a -
nese-Americans, had given the 
Germans a flashlight, several 
maps, a rai lroad timetable, some 
money, an automobile and some 
civilian clothing to help them get 
to Mexico a f te r their escape f rom 
the Tr inidad camp. 

Free Only Two Days 
But the Germans — Corporals 

Haider and Herman August 
Loescher—were recaptured near 
Watrous, N. M„ a f te r only two 
da; s of freedom. 

As Mr. Wingrin ôutlined the 
government 's case, it appeared 
tha t the chief witness for the 
prosecution would be Ernest 
Rivera, another employee of the 
fa rm where German prisoners 
f rom the Tr in idad camp and 
Japanese - Americans f rom the 
relocation center a t Amatfhe 
Colo., had been taken to help with 
the onion harvest . 

Mr. Rivera, said Mr. Wingrin H 
would testi fy tha t he heard Mrs ' 
Wallace whisper to Haider t ha t 
We have something for you." 

The "something," said Mr. Win-
gren, was a brown package which 
had been hidden under a bu ih 
Haider picked up the package 
stuffed it in his lunch basket, and 
walked away. The package, it 
was presumed, contained supplies 
which the Germans used in their 
escape. 
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G U I L T Y O F C O N S P I R A C Y to commit t r e a s o n . . , 
These three Japanese-American sisters (left to right), 
Mrs. Florence "Flo" Shivze Otani, Mrs. Billie Shitara  Tan-
igoshi and Mrs, Tsuruko "Toots" Wallace, looked com-

pletely unconcerned today at the Federal Court in Denver , 
where they were found guilty of a charge of conspiracy 
in the escape of two German prisoners and face prison ; 
terms of two years or a fine of $10,000 or both.wlrcphn(M  ,TO„  Ar 
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TREASON TRIAL  " 
MAY END  TODAY 

Jury Likely To Get Case 
Of 3 Nippon-American 

Sisters By Noon 

DENVER, Aug. 9.—(JP\—With all j 
testimony in, government and de-i 
fense attorneys lined up their legal' 
artil lery tonight to clash in final 
arguments tomorrow over the guilt 
or innocence of three Japanese-' 
American sisters charged with 
treason. | 

U. S. District Attorney Thomas» 
J. Morrissey predicted the case will 
be handed to a federal court jury 
before noon. 

None of the sisters—Mrs. Tsur-
uko "Toots" Wallace, 35; Mrs. Flor-
ence "Flo" Shivze Otani, 33, and 
Mrs. Billie Shitara Tanigoshi, 32— 
testified in rebuttal of charges that 
thc3r provided the means by which 
two German prisoners of war es-
caped from the Trinidad, Colo., in-
ternment cap. The break was made 
by Heinrich Haider and Herman 
August Loescher, both 31, former 
members- of the routed Afrlka 
korps, last October 16. They were 
recaptured two days later and tes-
tified against the sisters. 

Three Defense Witnesses 
Defense Attorney Kenneth Rob-

inson summoned only three wit-
nesses in contrast to a list of ap-
proximately 20 paraded before the 
jury by the prosecution. 

l ie decided not to put the de-
fendants on the stand, he ex-
plained, because the government 
already had made a major point 
for the defense. This, Robinson 
said, was Haider's testimony that 
he fled the camp to flgUt'the Nazis 
whom he said lie had opposed in 
the Austrian underground before 
being drafted into the German 
army. 

The lawyer claimcd that this 
proved the Shitara sisters had no 
intention of aiding an enemy 
power. 

One of the three defense wit-
nesses was Mary Shitara, 23, a 
resident—like her sisters—of the 
Granada relocation center at 
Amache, Colo. The other two were 
Mrs. Ethel Sherman of Compton, 
Calif., and Mrs. Wilma Anna Read-
man of Bloomington, Calif., who 
said they were fr iends of the Shi-
taras in California before their 
evacuation. 
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, e i,s U i e hours were the 
tones Irt which the pictures, showing 
Haider and his "kamerad" in pas-

man Soldiers and the Shitara sisters 
met, in the prisoner-of-war camp, 
and at the Japanese relocation ceh-
ter at Amache. 

Maly Shitara painted the picture 
of her family and of its background. 
The sisters—seven in all—and three 
brothers are California born. Be-
fore the war they lived in Ingle-
wood, a Los Angeles suburb. Wheh 
the army ordered the evacuation of 
all Japanese from the west coast, 
the family, headed by the father, 
was sent, to the Amache camp. 

donate embraces with Toots and 
Blllie, were taken. I t was during 
these afternoons that, Haider al-
leged, he told the sisters of his de-
sire to return to Germany—to fight 
Germany in the Austrian under-
ground. 

A« the testimony progressed mot e 
of the life led by these people—the 
Japanese - Amerlcahs evacuated 
from the west coast by army order 
because their very presence was 

Oleld to be against the peace and 
security of our nation at war, and 
the bellbboned soldiers of the Ger-
fctan relch—was described. 

G-Man Richard H. Nelson on the 
witness stand related the stories he 
said Tdots and Blllie told him. The 
sisters, he said, told how they would 
go into nearby Trinidad. There 
were stories of their going to bars 
He said they told him they met 
American Soldiers there—the guards 
frdittl thë prison er-of-war camp. 
These Americans, Nelson quoted 
the sisters as saying, pleaded with 
the women to accompany them to 
La s Vegas, N. M.f for gn,y times« 
IIAD OA SO LINE TO GO 
TO LAS VEGAS, N. M-

Nelson explained, quoting the sis-
ters,, that the bars of Las Vegas 
and the dancehalls there were open 
later than were those in Trinidad. 
The sisters had an automobile. The 
testimony showed they had the gas-
oline to make the trip. 

Why, many in the courtroom 
asked, as the story unfolded, would 
anyone want to "escape" from a life 
such as this? 

There was female companionship) 
—most responsive companionship, 
according to the pictured evidence. 
There was beer—free beer upon the 
farm. There was little Work—a 
"quota" to be filled in the morning 
with long hours of afternoons in 
which to loaf in the autumn sun. 

The answer to that question was j 
to be Robinson's plea for acquittal. ' 
WILL SAY GERMANS 
OPPOSED NAZISM. 

The Germans, he was to say, werê 
so consumed with a hatred for the 
NaziS that they would give up this 
safety f rom war and treatment 
never previously known to be ac-
corded an enemy of the country— 
give it up to return to Germany to 
fight what they held to be wrong. 

Robinson, in asking for a directed 
verdict, advanced this theory to 
Judge Symes. The court replied; 

"Nazi aftd anti-Nazi are but two 
political parties—these men are citi-
zens of and members of the armed 
forces of thé German relch." 

Robinson, in his closing argu-
ment, was to say that the sisters, 
loyal Americans, felt, a f ter coming 
under What the attorney calls "the 
spell of Haider," that in helping the 
man escape they wei'fl actually do-
ing the Allied cause a service. 

That is the defense in America's 
¡third treason trial of World war 
II—a treason trial in which the 
government can, if it will, ask for 
the death penalty. 
I It is the defense of the sisters 
Shitara—Toots and Billie and Flo. 

"if this be treason, make the 
most of it." .r^ 
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Defense Ends Case 
Without Jap-American 
Sisters Taking Stand 

By JACK FOSTER, 
Kenneth Robinson concluded his brief presentation of 

defense evidence in behalf of the three Japanese-American 
sisters, being tried for treason in U. S. District Judge J. Fos-
ter Symes' court, at 2:50 p. m. yesterday. 

Nearly 300 persons, mostly* 
women, all of them perspir ing and 
fanning themselves in the sultry 
room, sat on the edge of their 
seats wait ing for Billie and Flo 
and Toots—as the defendants are 
called even by Judge Symes—to 
take the stand. 

But Mr. Robinson confined his 
defense to the testimony "of one 
of their sisters, Mary, ahd two 
Caucasian women fr iends f rom 
California. The crowd, which was 
ably policed by Will iam P. Dolan, 
deputy U. S. marshal, was visibly 
disappointed, and showed their 
displeasure by restlessness and 
.frequent trips to the thrice-f i l led 
water fountain during recesses. 
Face Two Indictments 

Immediately af ter the defense 
rested, Mr. Robinson, Thomas Mor-
rissey, U. S. district attorney, and 
his assistant, Ivor O. Wingren, re-
tired to Judge Symes' chambers to 
{¿"•mulate instructions. At an early 
hour evening they still were 
in ccrnferince over what probably 

i wil l be l o t yOnd historic inst tuc-
(tions to J* ju ry that has heard an 
I ** - abinary case. 

o .wo indictments stand against 
^iiie gr im-faced sisters—Mrs. Billie 
Shitara Tanigoshi, Mrs. Florence 

| (F lo) Shivze Otani and Mrs. Tsu-
i ruko (Toots) Wallace. 
I One charges treason, .which car-
ries a penalty on conviction rang-
ing from $10,000 f ine or f ive years' 
imprisonment to death. The other 
alleges conspiracy to commit t rea-
son, for which the max imum pen-
alty on conviction is $10,000 f ine 
and two years in prison. » 
Asks Directed Verdict 

Court will convene at 9:30 a. m. 
today to hear the instructions and 
the f inal arguments. It is prob-
able that a verdict will be reached 

.by nightfall. 
When the government rested its 

'case yesterda ymorning, Mr. Rob-
' ihson rose, asked that the jury be 
excused, and engaged in an elo-
quent and bril l iant plea for a d i -
rected verdict of not guilty. Trea-
son in English law dates back to 
the days of Henry VIII, when it 
was treason to doubt the validity 
of His Majesty's divorces, Mr. Rob-
inson pointed out — back to the 
black days of the Star Chamber 
tr ials. 

Because of the terr i f lce penal-
ties invoked then, the early Amer-
ican lawmakers had wri t ten into 
the Constitution safeguards against 
the misuse of treason charges, he 
continued. Notable among these 
safeguards, he declared, was the 
Constitutional provision that there 
must be two eye-witnesses to the 
overt act of treason. 
Most of Indictments Stand 

"Where are these two wi t -
nesses?" he asked. " I t is true that 
Haider (Corp. Heinrich Haider, 
whom the girls are said to have 
helped escape), declared he wi-
nessed the ent i re chain of circum-

stances. But what about Loescher 
(Pic. Herman August Loescher, 
the other German pr isoner-of-
war )? Loescher could not identi fy 
these three' women in the court 
room. He merejy said there were 
three women — Billie, Flo and 
Toots—who helped him escape. 
That 's all. Nothing more. Where 
are your two eyewitnesses?" 

Furthermore, Mr. Robinson ar -
gued that since one (Haider) was 
an anti-Nai and the other (Loesch-
er) could not f ight agai^, because 
of wounds, there could not pos-
sibly be any aid dor comfort to the 
enemy in their escape. 

Judge Symes denied-the motion. 
He struck out charges linking the 
pr isoners-of-war with certain road 
maps, since the government had 
not provided the link, but the m a -
jor parts of the indictment s tand. 
Sisters Called to Stand 

Mr. Robinson then called Mary 
Shitara, a sister of the defendants 
to the stand. She is one of seven 
girls and thre boys in the Shitara 
family, who had been evacuated 
f rom Inglewood, Calif., to Amache, 
Colo., following the attack on Pear l 
Harbor. When the family became 
share-croppers on the Winger 
Ranch near Trinidad, where the 
government alleges the escape plot 
was hatched, Mary and her sister-
in- law did the cooking. 

Her testimony was designed to 
show there was carelessness in 
handling pr isoners-of-war, who 
were working on the ranch, and 
that pr isoners-of-war could have 
gotten road maps in the Shitara 
home. 

"Did the German pr isoners-of-
war come into your house on the 
ranch?" Mr. Robinson asked. 

"Frankly, I d say they had f ree 
run of the place," she replied. 

"Was there any l i terature in the 
house?" 
Took What They Wanted * 

"There were lots of magazines 
and funny paper books and road 
maps." 

"Did the prisoners help them-
selves to these?" 

"Yes, they'd come in and take 
what they wanted and go out and 
read." 

"Where were the guards?" 
"They were off eating lunch in 

the distance," she said, with slight 
sarcasm. 

On cross-examinatitm, Mary said 
she knew Corporal Haider and that 
he had been in the house at least 
twice. He is the one whose pic-
ture with his arms around Toots 
is alleged to have been taken by 
Flo. 

"When Haider was in the house 
what did he do?" Mr. Wingren 
asked. 

He talked some, then took mag-
azines and went outside to read." 

"Did many of the prisoners of 
war read your magazines?" Mr . 
Wingren continued. 
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3 Jap Sisters Guilty 
¡of Helping Nazi PO 
By United Pres» 

DENVER, Aug. 11—Three Japanese-American sistei 
victed today of conspiracy to commit treason by h 
German soldiers escape from a war prison camp. 
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The jury found the sisters Innocent i 
of the much more serious charge of 
treason, under which they could have 
been sent to the gallows. 

Maximum punishment Is two years' 
imprisonment and a $10,000 fine. 

The sisters' defense had been that 
they were not motivated by treason 
but by love. 

Judge Foster Symes said he did not 
believe the defendants were guilty of 
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treason because they a 
no Intention of helping I 
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J AP GIRLS'TRIAL' 
NEARING DECISION 

I IN DENVER COURT 
DENVER, Aug. 9.—(AP) — With 

all testimony In, government and 
defense attorneys lined up their 
legal arti l lery Wednesday night to 
clash in final arguments Thursday 
over the guilt or innocence of three 
Japanese-American sisters charged 
with treason. 

U. S. District Attorney Thomas J. 
Morrissey predicted the case will 
be handed to a federal court jury 
before noon. 

None of the sisters, Mrs. Tsuru- ' 
ko "Toots" Wallace, 35; Mrs. Flor-
ence 'Flo" Shivze OtanI, 33, and 
Mrs. Billie Shitara Tanigoshi, 32— 

I testified in rebuttal of charges that 
they provided the means by which 
two German prisoners of war es-
caped from the Trinidad, Colo., in-
ternment camp. The break was 
made by Helnrich Haider and Her-
man August Loescher, both 31, for-
mer members of the routed Afr ika 
corps, last Oct. 16. They were re-
captured two days later and testl-

I fled against the sisters, 
j Defense Attorney Kenneth Rob-
I inson summoned only three wit- • 
; nesses in contrast to a list of ap-: 
proximately 20 paraded before the j 
jury by the prosecution. 

He decided not to put the defend-' 
ants on the stand, h& explained, be-
cause the government already had 
made a major point for the de-
fense. This, Robinson said, was 
Haider's testimony that he fled the 
camp to f ight the nazis whom he 
said he had opposed in the Austri-
an underground before being draf t - j 
ed into the German army. 
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DENVER, COLO.—CONVICTED OF C O N S P I R A C Y - T h e s e th ree 
Japanese-Amer i can sisters today were conv ic ted of conspiracy 
to commi t t reason by a id ing the escape of two German war 
prisoners.! They are ( le f t t o r ight) Mrs. F lorence Flo Shivze 
Otanl 33: Mrs. Bi l l ie Shitarai ¿Tauten*11» 32, and Mrs. TsuruKo 
"Toots" Wal lace, 35. ) __A. P. Wirephoto. 

3 Japanese Sisters, 
Guilty of Conspiracy, 
Escape Death Penalty 
By the Associated Press. 

DENVER, Aug. 11.—Three Jap -
anese-Amer lcan sisters accused 
of he lp ing two Ge rman pr isoners 
escape f rom an i n te rnmen t c a m p 
were conv ic ted by a Federal 
Court jury today of conspiracy 
to commi t t reason, find were ac-
qui t ted o i t reason charges. 

Judge J . Foster Symes withheld 
imposition of sentence, which, un-
der the law, may not exceed two 
years in prison and $10,000 fine. If 
they had been convicted of treason, 
the penalty could have been death 

Defense Attorney. Kenneth W 
Robinson said he had not deter-
mined whether to seek a new trial 
or whether he will appeal. 

The defendants—Mrs. Tsuruko 
'Toots" Wallace, 35; Mrs. Florence 
"Flo" Shivze Otanl, 33, and Mrs. 
Billie Shi tara Tanigoshl, 32—ex-
hibited no emotion whert the ver-
dict, reached by the jury last night, 
and then sealed, was read in court 
this morning. 

Judge Says Verdict Is Fair. 
Judge Symes told the jury he 

thought the verdict was "very fair," 
and added tha t he, too, believed the 
sisters innocent of the first fcount 
charging treason. 

"All I can say Is the defendants 
remark, 'How can they find us guilty 
of conspiracy If they find we did 
not have in tent to aid Germany? 
Mr. Robinson said. "It- would look 
like a compromise verdict . ' 

Uni ted States Attorney Thomas J 
Morrissey's only comment on the 
outcome of America's third treason 
tr ial of th is war was, "The jury nas 
spoke 

>-"\ t reason cases 
Mzed German 

to han 



(Continued From Page 5) 

envelope to him, and, as silence 
cried out for the decision, Judge 
Symes read it over himself. 

"The clerk will read the ver -
dict," he said. 

Court Clerk Walter Bowman 
rose—the full six feet of him—; 
cleared his throat, and read: 

"We, the jury, find the defend-
ants not guilty on the first count." 

They had been found not guilty 
of the greatest crime an American 
can commit—the crime of treason. 
The three sisters edged farther out 
on their seats, and Flo, the most 
emotional of the three, bit her lip 
and gripped a handkerchief. 

Mr. Bowman went on. 
"We the jury, find the de-

fendants guilty of—" 
Guilty, But Not of Treason 

There it was—guil ty of conspir-
acy to commit treason. The ver -
dict that had been f reely predicted 
among most Vho had fol lowed the 
tr ial—a compromise verdict, pe r -
haps—but a verdict that Would 
punish these three women for a 
g rave crime, yet not smear them 
completely with the conviction that 
they had adhered to the enemy's 
cause dur ing w ar t imes. 

The expression of Toots—the 
seh-contained woman of 34 the 
natural leader of the threes-did 
not change. She continued to stare 
calmly, dispassionately, aloofly at 
the clerk wlfo now had taken his 
seat again. gi l l ie, the most deli-
cate ot the three, seemed to slide 
deeper into her seat, with a hand-
kerchief to her lips. And F l o -
* lo who always wore a large pic-
ture hat despite her p l u m p n e s s -
looked down through a sudden film 
ot moisture. 

But there was n0 outcry—no 
Ifc h a d come and, 

with the stohdness they have 
maintained throughout these pro-
found democratic proceedings, they 
admittedly were ready to take the 
consequences. They only said when 
you asked them at the moment 
™ J h . f l r

t conviction—and they all 
said it about the same: 

"How can it be conspiracy to 
commit treason—if we're not 
guilty of treason?" 

L .Judge Symes, however, speaking 
W m his right; ¿t coMrhent as j 

! judge of the United States of 
America, applauded whole-heart-
edly the verdict. 

"Gentlemen," ha said, "I per-
sonally think that you have ar-
rived at a fair and proper verdict 
After listening to all the evidence' 
I cannot believe that these defend-, 

gu i l t y of harming the 
United States and aiding the gov-
eminent of Germany. I do not be-' 
heve they are guilty of treason 
on the first count. Thank you, 
gentlemen, for the care you have 
given in cosidering all the evidence 
in this case." 

There it was—the third trial for 
treason in American courts in 
World War II now ended. And our 
country's record of never having 
given the death penalty for treason 
had been continued. 
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3 Jap Sisters Guilty 
R f< of Helping Nazi POWs 

By United Press • 

. DENVER, Aug. 11—Three Japanese-American sisters were con-
ivicted today of conspiracy to commit treason by helping two 
German soldiers escape from a war prison camp. 

m. 

Mrs. Wallace Mrs. Tanigoshl Mrs. Otani 
The jury found the sisters innocent 

of the much more serious charge of 
treason, under which they could have 
been sent to the gallows. 

Maximum punishment is two years' 
imprisonment and a $10,000 fine. 

The sisters' defense had been that 
they were not motivated by treason 
but by love. 

Judge Foster Symes said he did not 
believe the defendants were guilty of 

treason because they apparently had 
no Intention of helping the Reich. 

The defendants are Mrs. Tsuruko 
(Toots) Wallace, Mrs. Blllie Tanigoshl 
and Mrs. Florence (Flo) Otani. 

During the trial a photograph was 
exhibited showing Mrs. Wallace in the 
embrace of one of the Nazis. The 
Germans were the principal witnesses 
against the sisters. 

I  , 



-U.S. Sisters 
Convicted of Plotting 
Treason to Ask Retrial 

By JACK FOSTER 
Kenneth Robinson, court-appointed defense attorney, an-

nounced he will file a motion within a few days for a new trial 
in the treason-conspiracy conviction of the three Japanese-
American sisters, Toots, Flo and Billie, who heard their 
fate at 9:30 a. in. yesterday. 

Mr. Robinson will base his plea 
before Federal District Judge J . 
Foster Symes on the theory that if 
these Nisei sisters are innocent of 
the high crime of treason, as the 
jury found, they likewise are inno-
cent of the charge of conspiracy 
to commit treason—on which the 
jury found them guilty. 

"If they're innocent of one 
charge, they are, by all that 's log-
ical,«innocent of the other charge." 

This will be the argument of the 
slender, gray-haired tr ial counsel 
who, without compensation, paying 
many of the expenses involved 
himself, defended with such elo-
quence the women who had been 
accused of aiding two German pris-
oners-of-war to fly the coop at 
Trinidad. 

In the event Judge Symes denies 
the motion—and his own statement 
f rom the bench lauded the verdict 
—Mr. Robinson has not decided 
whether he will take the case to 
the Circuit Court of Appeals. 
Three Are Held in Jai l 

As for the three apparently un -
disturbed sisters—Mrs. Tsuruko 
(Toots) Wallace, Mrs. Florence 
(Flo) Shivze Otani and Mrs. Billie 
Shitara Tanlgoshi—they will ap-
pear before Judge Symes within 
three days to receive sentence. This 
sentenc« will range up to two 
years in prison, $10,000 f ine, or 
both. 

Last night all three of them were 
lounging at County Jai l—the f irst 
appearance there for the youngest 
(31) and daintiest of the three, 
Billie, who had been allowed her 
f reedom to take care of her f ive-
year-old daughter, Charlene. 

j They were not pit i ful ly relieved, 
las most would be, that they had 
! been found innocent of the major 
charge of treason, which carries 

to Wagon Mound, N. M., on the 
moonlight night—a night designed 
for romance—last October. 

The weight of evidence, accumu-
lated by District Attorney Thomas 
Morrissey and his assistant, Ivor 
O. Wingren, against them was, of 
course, overwhelming. And this 
is the reason that Mr. Robinson 
laid it all to love—the love of a 
maid for a man. 

"Did you girls love these men, 
Toots?" she was asked, as they 
prepared to go over to county jail 
and as the jurors took their hats to 
return to their daily jobs. 

"We used to see them at the 
farm. They were all r ight," sha 
replied. 

"But what about those snap-
shots? Those pictures of you and 
Billie in the prisoners' arms? What 
did your husbands say about 
those?" 

"Oh, they were sore all r ight . 
My husband works in the ship-
yards on the coast, and he was 
mighty sore when he saw them in 
the paper. And Billie's husband 
just hit the roof. But that 's all a 
thing of the past now. We're f o r -
given." r 
Tanlgoshi Bids Wife Good-by 

And, indeed, as fa r as Billie's 
husband—Will iam Tanigoshi—was 
concerned, it seemed to have been 
forgotten. He gave her a tender 
good-by as the three of them were 
driven to the jail—a good-by wi th 
Toots' delicate little nine-year-old 
daughter, Diane, on one side, and 
his own brownish-haired f i ve-
year-old daughter, Carlene, on the 
other. Mr. Tanigoshi's mother was 
a white American, and his daugh-
ter has the pale eyes and the 
brownish hair of this Anglo-Saxon 
blood. 

> -
e m 

| with it a possible gallows sen-
tence. 

They were not l imp and quiet 
and grateful that the long strain 
now was over, and they could 
rest, for the moment at least, 
without a nightmare of apprehen-
sions. 

They were actually sore — sore 
they had been found guilty at all. 
Sore because these 12 serious and 
painstaking men had arrived at 
what looked like a compromise 
verdict. Sore because they had be-
lieved the convicting stories of 
these two soldiers of the Reich— 
Corp. Heinrich Haider and Pfc. 
Hermann August Loescher,-
Deny Aiding in Flight 

For, f rom the start; Billie and 
Toots and Flo have insisted they 
never helped the prisoners to 
escape. They did not take the 
stand to say so, of course. But in 
conversation they have vowed they 
never drove them f rom Trinidad 

ThS litt le girls will go back to 
live with the grandparents in 
Amache to await the return some-
time of their mothers. 

I t was a dramatic scene "yester-
day morning—there in thfe majesty 
of a U. S. Court—as 12 men who, 
in the midst of war- t ime emo-
tions, were performing one of the 
highest duties of Americans, f i led 
in shortly before 9:30 a. m. They 
had reached their verdict at 10:35 
the night b e f o r e . George O. 
Schmidt, foreman, held the ve r -
dict in a large sealed envelope. 
Judge is Prompt 

Promptly at 9:30 Judge Symes 
stepped through the black cur -
tains that f low down f rom the 
shining gold eagle above his oak 
chair. , 

"Have you reached your verdict, 
gent lemen?" he asked. 

Mr. Schmidt handed the larg® 

(Continued on Page 18) 
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In These United Stotes 

Three U.S.-Jap Sisters 
Convicted of Conspiracy 

Women Who Aided Escape of Germans 
Liable to Two-Year Terms in Prison 

- Denver, Aug. 11.—(UP). 
*"pHREE Japanese-American sisters were convicted today of cc 
1 spiracy to commit treason by helping two Germans to escape fr< 

a prisoner of war camp. 
The jury found the sisters innocent of the more serious chai 

of treason under which they could — — 
have been sent to the gallows. 

The penalty will be set by Fed-
eral Judge J . Foster Symes. The 
maximum punishment is two 
years imprisonment ' and a fine 
of $10,000. 

The' sisters' defense had been 
that they ^ e r e not motivated by 
treason but by love when they 
helped the Germans flee the pri-
son camp. 

. They sat without a show of 
emotion as the sealed verdict, 
which had been reached by the 
jury last night, was read in court. 

Judge Symes said he did not 
believe the defendants were guilty 
of treason, because they appar-
ently had no intention of helping 
the Reich. 

The defendants are Mrs. Tsu-
ruko "Toots" Wallace, Mrs. Billie 
Tanigoshi, and Mrs. Florence 
"Flo" Otajii. 



Sisters Guiltyj 
Of Plotting but 
Not of Treason 

•I 
N E W YORK H E R A L D T R I B U N E , ' ] 

Sisters Who Helved German Prisoners to Escapej 

These. three Japanese.Andean sisters ner* /o«n«T by a D e n v e r \ 
charge in aiding two Germans to escape, from an internment camp, LefltongM,™™ 

g Shivxe Otani, Mrs.BiUie Shitara Taflfgoihl and Mrfi Tsdruko JTiiUacf .. ¿ 

Three Japanese Americans 
Face 2 Years in Prison 
as Aiding Nazi Captives 

DENVER, Aug. 11 (/P).—Three 
¡Japanese-American sisters accused 
of helping two German prisoners 
of war escape f rom in ternment 
camp were convicted by a United 
States Distr ict Court jury today of 
conspiracy to commit treason, and 
were acquit ted of t reason charges. 

The sisters waited in the Denver 
county jai l tonight for Judge J . 
Foster Symes to pass sentence on 
them. A jury of men deliberated 
behind locked doors for ten hours, 
then voted to convict Mrs. Tsuruko 
Wallace, thir ty-f ive years old; Mrs. 
Florence Shivze Otani , th i r ty -
three, and Mrs. Billie Sh i ta ra 
Tanigoshi, th i r ty- two, on the 
second count of an indictment 
charging treason and conspiracy to 
commit t reason. 

"" The women, w h o " fiad been 
evacuated f rom Inglewood, Calif., 
to t h e ' G r a n a d a relocation center 
a t Amache, Col., would have faced 
a possible death sentence under the 
treason charge. Now the max imum 
punishment t h a t may be imposed 
upon them is two years in Federal 
prison and $10,000 fine. 

Judge Symes did no t Indicate 
when he will sentence the sisters. 
He allowed Kenneth Robinson, 
defense at torney, three days in 
¡which to file a new tr ia l mot ion. 
r Mr. Rob'lhson speculated tliftt the 
verdict was a "compromise." " I t 
would look like the jury felt some 
punishment should be meted out 
and took the only course open to 
mete i t out," he said. 

The sisters, two of whom arc ' 
mothers, received the verdict wi th-
out flinching. Then Mrs. Wallace, 
wife of a white shipyard worker 1 

in Cali fornia, demanded: "How i 
come they find us guilty of con-
spiracy when we are no t guilty 
of t reason?" 

The verdict brought only this 
cryptic observation f r om United 
States Distr ict Attorney Thomas 
J. Morrissey: "The jury has 
spoken." Judge Symes told the 
jury its verdict was "very fa i r . " 

The two prisoners who the gov-
ernment said were helped in their 
break last October f rom the Tr ini-
dad, Col., pr isoner-of-war enclos-
ure by the Sh i tara sisters, have 
gone back to in ternment a t Camp 
Campbell, Ky. The prisoners— 
Heipr ich Haider and Herman Au-
gust Loescher, fcoth th i r ty-one, 
who fought for Rommel in North 
Afr ica unt i l their capture—test i -
fied for the government In the 
four -day tr ial . 

I n t he other two treason cases 
of th is war, Max Stephan, na t -
uralized German, of Detroit, was 
sentenced to hang for aiding in 
the escape of a Nazi flyer interned 
in Canada. His sentence was com-
muted to life imprisonment. In 
the other, three Chicago couples— 
relatives and f r iends of one of 
eight German saboteurs spirited 
onto the At lant ic coast by sub-
marine—were convicted of t rea-
son, but the verdicts were reversed. 
I n a retr ial , one defendant was 
convicted again. i — ' ) 

\ 
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J AP GIRLS' FATE PUT UP TO JURY 
AS TREASON ARGUMENTS END: 
Government in Closing Address Scoffs at Defense 

i Claim Love Was Motive of Women in Aid-

ing Escape of War Prisoners. 

The fate of the sisters Shitara rested Thursday afternoon in 
the hands of twelve average Americans—the federal jurors gath-

ered from farm, village and town to pass upon the charges of 
treason against them. 

I The case, the third treason trial in the United States in 
i World war II, was placed In the 
jury's hands at 12:29 p. m. Thursday 

I af ter closing arguments delivered 
iby Kenneth W. Robinson, for the 
defense, and United States District 
Attorney Morrissey and his chief 

t trial deputy, Ivor O. Wingren. 
. The jury then went to lunch. I t 
was to return for deliberations at 
2:30 p. m. 

The jurors h&d been given two j 
widely conflicting theories, of the J] 

jk (Turn to Page 4—Col. 1.) 
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J URY  DELIBERATING 

GOVERNMENT DERIDES DEFENSE 
CLAIM LOVE MOTIVATED ACTS 
Jap Sisters' Counsel Says They Merely Were 

Imprudent, but Prosecution Brands 

Women as 'Benedict Arnolds'. 

(Continued From Page One.) 
emotions which, it was admitted, 
motivated the women in what com-
for t and assistance they gave two 
German prisoners of war in their 
attempted escape from an Ameri-
can prisoner of war camp near 
Trinidad, Colo., last October. 

Their motive, cried Robinson, 
Was "love." 

"Fie on love—fie on It, I say," 
shouted thé government. 

And that was the casie of the 
sisters Shitara—Billy, Flo and 
Toots, known legally as Mrs. 
Tsuiuko (Toots) Wallace, 34; Mrs. 
Shivze (Flo) Otani, 33, and Mrs. 
Shitara (Billie) Tanigoshi, 31—as it 
f inally reached the jury's hands. 
LONG PARADE 
OF WITNESSES. 

Thru the trial, which opened 
Monday and closed shortly a f ter 
noon Thursday, a long procession 
of witnesses took the stand. From 
them came the story of how the 
three women, evacuated f rom their 
birth-state of California with other 
Japanese-Americans, reached the 
war relocation camp at Amache, 
near Lamar, Colo., shortly af ter 
Pearl Harbor. The trio were of 
» family of twelve—father, three 
brothers, seven sisters, and the 

t daughters of Billie and Toots. 
Last October the father, two 

brothers and four of the sisters— 
the fourth being Mary, who was 
not charged In the en se'-a<-**»hrar«!-
croppod'' an onion fa rm owned by 
Lloyd Winger, 150 miles f rom their 
camp, and nineteen miles f rom 
Trinidad, Colo. 

PRISONERS WORKED 
ON SAME FARM. 

To this farm came German pris-
oners of war, quartered in the 
prisoner of war camp near Trini-
dad, to work in the fields beside the 
Japanese-American women. Among 
them was Corp. Heinrich Haider, 
31, a mule tender in Erwin Rom-
mel's once arrogant Afr ika korps. 

The testimony showed that, with-
in five short days af ter his arrival 
in camp, Haider was posing for 
photographs with the black-haired, 
f lashing-eyed, round- faced and 
stocky-legged Toots. 

PICTURES OF EMBRACES 
BASIS OF DEFENSE. 

I t was these pictures which, 
Thursday, as Robinson made what 

l Toots and the German Haider. I t 
showed Haider with his arms 
about the besweatered Toots, their 
lips meeting as tho the man was 
crushing the woman to him. 

"How far did this go?" Robin-
son asked. "None has said. But It 
is indicated it went pretty far. 

"I say, again, to you, ' F O O L . '  But 
what, gentlemen of the jury, does 
any woman do who finds herself 
in this condition? Why, that heart 
of hers—that heart of woman—that 
big heart of this woman foolishly 
responded and unthinkingly she 
helped to take him away. 

"It is, I say, the old, old story 
of woman. It is the old, old story 
of what a man can do to a woman 
who likes him. 

"F&r as it has been said, 'There 
are three—nay, four—things that 
passeth understanding. They aie 
the way of the bird in the air, the 
way of the serpent upon the rock, 
the way of a ship at sea—and the 
way of a man with a maid. ' " 
MORRISSEY SAYS 
WOMEN ARE TRAITORS. 

In his reply Morrissey, as impas-
sioned as was Robinson, cried in a 
voice that echoed thru the hall-
ways : 

"Love—love! Fie on love! I say 
these women are traitors—traitors! 
I say fie on love and fie on sym-
pathy. These were married women jj h 

Robinson held to the love defense 
thruout, emphasizing over ahd over 
again the constitutional definition 
of treason. 

Treason, he said, was not the mere 
giving of aid and comfort to the 
enemy. 

Treason, he said time and again, 
required as a chief element the giv-
ing of this aid and comfort with 
the intention of "adherence to the 
cause of the government of the 
German reich." He played upon 
this with many, many sentences, 
saying that unless the acts of the 
women, in aiding the prisoners to 
escape, were done with the intent 
of "helping Germany win the war," 
then It was not treason. 
SAYS THEY NEVER 
MINGLED WITH JAPS. 

"Remember," R o b i n s o n said, 
"that these women, all their lives, 
did not associate with Japs. Their 
entire association was with Cau-

over which this man fought, 
whether the finger that pulled the 
trigger was that of a Nazi or an 
anti-Nazi," he said. 
NAZISM TERMED 
POLITICAL PARTY. 

Later Morrissey said: 
"And what is a Nazi—an anti-

Nazi? They are political parties. 
What care we if men are Repub-
licans or Democrats?" 
. The government contended Nazi 
and anti-Nazi might quarrel and 
hate among themselves, even as 
members of the opposite political 
parties quarrel and bicker in Amer-
ica. But Nazi and anti-Nazi, the 
government contended, joined forces 
and arms in behalf of the relch, 
just as Republicans and Democrats' 
in this country set aside their 
political differences in the- nation's 
cause. 

When Wingren concluded, Robin-
son opened, speaking for an hour, 
to the minute. 

Morrissey followed. He paid high 
tribute to Robinson, serving upon 
court order. 

"No man, be he possessed of un-
told wealth, could have offered in 
his defense a greater ef fort than 
has been put forth here by this 
brilliant lawyer," said Morrissey. 
"He has given to the limits of his 
ability and, In my opinion, the 
abilities of Kenneth Robinson are 
unlimited. 

TRIAL CONDUCTED 
IN AMERICAN WAY. 

"That , is as it should be. That 
is the American way. That is what 
we are f ighting for. On our part 
the government seeks only fair-
ness—a just verdict. I for eleven 
years have been the United States 

not wan, 
the blood of innocent women upon 
my hands. I pray God, and I thank 
God, there is no Innocent blood 
upon my hands. 

"Never, in this court, has anyone 
heard a trial quite like this. Only 
once did the government offer an 
objection. We let in everything— 
anything that was offered. We said, 
'Let everything be told.' 

"We have tried to st r ik i hard 
blows for the cause of right, but not 
foul blows. These women—these 
traitors," and Morrissey turned, 
pointing his f inger almost Into the 
face of the unfl inching Toots, "were 
not true to their husbands nor, gen-
tlemen of the jury, were they true 
to the United States of America." 
"BENEDICT ARNOLDS 
IN SKIRTS," H E SAYS. 

Morrissey paused. "Traitors," he 
repeated. "Traitors—little Benedict 
Arnolds in skirts." 

There was still nn ¡ttilriili «tan 



in five short days af ter his arrival 
in camp, Haider was posing for 
photographs with the black-haired, 
fin shing-eyed, round- faced and 
stocky-legged Toots. 

PICTURES OF EMBRACES 
BASIS OF DEFENSE. 

I t was these pictures which, 
Thursday, as Robinson made what 
all agreed was one of the most 
brill iant arguments in the history 
of the local ifederal court, formed 
the basis of the defens^—a defense 
which saw but three witnesses tes-
t i fy f rom the stand in behalf of 
the accused. One of these was the 
sister, Mary, who told of the fam-
ily's origin and life in California, 
where "they never associated with 
Japs." The others were two Cau-
casian women, Mrs. Wilma Ann 
Readman of Wilmington, Calif., and 
Mrs. Ethel N. Sherman of Compton, 
Calif., once neighbors of the sisters 
Shitara. The purpose of their tes-
timony, also, was to show that the 
Shitara family association was with 
Caucasians—never with men, or 
women, of their own race. 

Around that testimony, before an 
audience that filled every seat in 
the courtroom and overflowed into 
the inclosure reserved for lawyers, 
newspapermen and officers of the 
court, and into the hallways pa-
trolled by armed soldiers, Robinson 
built bis pica for acquittal. 

P ICTURED GERMAN 
AS OILY TALKER. 

He pictured Haider as a. man of 
smooth and oily tongue. The other 
prisoner of wnr involved, Herman 
August Loescher, 31, one-time Ger-
man bank clerk, who took the stand 
wearing his iron cross, his Ital ian 
bravery ribbon and his other deco-
rations—which he explained proudly 
—Robinson pictured as a "man no 
longer able to fight, a casual who 
could not aid Germany fur ther in 
the conduct of the war." 

He told how Haider, according to 
the latter's story upon the stand, 
went to Toots, telling her of his 
alleged hatred for the Nazis, I t 
was a story of how he had been 
thrown into a German concentra-
tion camp, where, he said, he was 
beaten, kicked and abused for two 
long years, only to be released, for 
a. reason he did not know, and 
forced to join the German army. 
SAID H E WANTED 
TO FIGI IT NAZIS. 

This man had said on the stand 
he longed to return to Germany, 
not to f ight for the reich, but 
against it. 

"And," shouted Robinson, "bis 
words fell upon the ears of this 
fool." 

Dramatically, the defense attor-
ney pointed to Toots. The woman 
did not move a. muscle. She did not 
blink an eye. Not so the sister Flo. 
She sat with head down cast, wip-
ing away an occasional tear'. Lean-
ing forward, straining to catch 
every word, sat Billle. 

"I say," continued R o b i n s o n , 
"FOOL." 

"Look, gentlemen—look upon this 
picture." 

Robinson held up the picture.of 

escape, were done with the intent 
of "helping Germany win the war," 
then it was not treason. 
SAYS THEY NEVER 
MINGLED WITH JAPS. 

"Remember," R o b i n s o n said, 
"that these women, all their lives, 
did not associate with Japs. Their 
entire association was with Cau-
casians. Imagine the horror that 
must have been theirs as they were 
sent from California to the camp 
at Amache, there surrounded by 
Japs. Imagine how happy they 
must have felt when they went to 
the farm near Trinidad, away from 
the Japs in the camp, and there 
came three white, Cacauslan men. 
Oh, I know these women were mar-
ried. I am not a judge of morals 
—I have lived too long for that. But 
you know, gentlemen, the way of 
a woman. I say to you, gentlemen, 
'Frailty, thy name is woman.' 

"It was frai l ty that motivated 
these women in whatever wrong 
they committed, and I do not say 
to you they did not commit wrong. 
But they did not commit treason. 
They did not act in 'adherence to 
the government of the German 
reich.' They should be punished, 
and punished they will be, no doubt, 
but not by the verdict which may 
bring death." 
JUDGE SAYS PENALTY 
IS UP TO HIM. 

Later Judge Symes, In his in-
structions to the jurors, emphasized 
that the death penalty was not 
theirs to make, but his. 

"You are not to consider the pen-
alty," said the court. "That will be 
imposed by me, if and after, if it be 
your verdict, you find these defend-
ants, or any or all of them, guilty 
as charged." • 

The last testimony was taken 
Wednesday afternoon. The lawyers 
and the judge argued Instructions 
until well af ter 8 p. m. The jury 
then was dismissed for the night. I t 
re-assembled at 9:30 o'clock Thurs-
day morning. 

Wingren made the summation for 
the government. 

There was studied contrast be-
tween Wingren's review of the ev-
idence and his chief's plea for con-
viction. 
WINGREN SUMS 
UP EVIDENCE. 

Wingren did not raise his voice 
above conversational tone. He 
simply took the evidence and re-
viewed it, witness by witness. He 
dovetailed one bit. of testimony into 
another In effort to make the en-
tire picture clear. 

He painted a picture of Haider, 
the professed anti-Nazi, as any-
thing hut that. He detailed how 
this man fought for three full years 
the length of north Africa, f rom 
Egypt to the last tiny bit of land 
upon which a German could stand, 
Cap Bon. It was at Cap Bon Haid-
er was captured. Wingren, without 
passion, pictured him fighting over 
this long 2,000 miles of retreat— 
fighting as best he knew how for 
the cause of the German reich. 

" I t makes no difference to the 
British soldiers whose bones lie 
rott ing in the hot sands of Africa,' 

face of the unfl inching Toots, "were 
not true to their husbands nor, gen-
tlemen of the jury, were they true 
to the United States of America." 
"BENEDICT ARNOLDS 
IN SKIRTS," H E SAYS. 

Morri8sey paused. "Traitors," he 
repeated. "Traitors—little Benedict 
Arnolds in skirts." 

There was still no sign of emo-
tion f rom Toots, the defendant he 
appeared to single out f rom the 
others, 

"We ask a verdict of guilty, guilty 
on both counts—that of treason and 
that of conspiracy to commit trea-
son," Morrissey added. 

"With that we put the cast In 
your hands." 

Judge Symes followed with his in-
structions which, altho he had the 
right to do so, were almost devoid 
of comment upon the evidence. A 
federal jurist may comment on *vi-
dence. 

Jap Girls Guilty, 

Says 13th Juror 
Discharged when the jury delib-

erations in the treason trial of the 
sisters Shitara began Thursday 
afternoon, the thirteenth, or alter-
nate, juror, Henry T. Gassert of 
Holyoke, Colo., who had heard all 
the testimony, told newspapermen 
he, if given the chance to vote on 



Treason J ury Is Given 

Choice of Three Verdicts 
Three verdicts were possible in 

the treason trial of the sisters 
Shitara which went Into the hands 
of a jury in United States District 
Judge Symes' court here at 12:29 
o'clock Thursday afternoon. 

The three, or each of them, in-
dependently of the others, can be 
found guilty of: 

1—The crime of treason, punish-
able by imprisonment ranging f rom 
five years to life, or the death 
penalty, A fine of $10,000 may be 
levied, or both fine and imprison-
ment may be decreed. 

2—The erin»« of conspiracy to 

commit treason, punishable by a 
fine of $5,000 and Imprisonment up 
to ten years, or both such fine and 
imprisonment. 

Guilty of both erlhies, with the 1 

sentences, as they relate to fines 
and imprisonment, running either 
consecutively or concurrently as 
the court dccrees. 

3—Not guilty as to either one or j 
both of the crimes charged. f 

The penalty is not in the hands of 
the jury. This will be determined 
by the court if, and after, a verdict 
of guilty on either or both charges 
has been returned. 



Denver Treason Trial Jury 
Returns a Sealed Verdict 

By JACK FOSTER 

A jury in the court of U. S. 
District Judge J. F o s t e r 
Symes returned a verdict last 
night in the treason trial of 
three Japanese-American sis-
ters 10 hours after they took 
the case. 

The verdict, re turned sealed to 
be read in court today, was 
reached at 10:35 p. m. T h e j u r y 
had p lanned to ret i re for the n ight 
if they had not reached a decision 
by 10 p. m., but as the deadl ine 
approached they noti f ied Deputy 
Marshal Wil l iam P. Dolan they 
preferred to remain in del ibera-
tion a short t ime longer. 

The verdict wil l be read at 9:30 
a. m. today. 

They had been charged—these 
three Nisei women—of having 
aided the escape of two German 
prisoners of war , Corp. Heinr ich 
Haider and Pfc. Herman August 
Loescher, f rom the Tr in idad prison 
camp last Oct. 23. 

At 12:30 p. m. the ju ry had re -
ceived the case. 
Two Questions to Decide 

At 12:30 p. m., on the four th day 
of the tr ial, these 12 average men 
—picked f rom farms and off ices 
in the midst of war to per form one 
of the sacred American duties— 
had ret i red to a third f loor room 
of the Postoff ice Bldg. to consider 
these two questions: 

Did these sisters, Mrs. Tsuruko 
(Toots) Wallace, 34; Mrs. Shivze 
(Flo) Otani, 33, and Mrs. Bill ie 
Tanigoshi, 31, commit treason in 
helping these captured members 
of Rommel 's once- famous Afr ica 
Corps to escape on that moonlight 
night last October? 

Are they guilty of conspiracy to 
commit t reason in this act which 
admit tedly, even by the defense 
counsel in his closing argument , is 
wel l nigh proved? 
Thi r teenth Juro r Says 'Gui l ty ' • 

As they lef t to go, the 13th 
juror, Henry T. Gassert, Holyoke, 
Colo., chief of police, took his hat 
to re tu rn home. 

" I 'd f ind them guil ty on both 
counts," he said. 

Such a verdict, if i t should be-
come the opinion of the 12, would 
mean that Judge Symes would sen-
tence the sisters to f rom f ive 
years' impr isonment and $10,000 
f ine, to death. 

The jury, a f ter they began their 
del iberation, had communicated 
only once w i th the court. They 
had asked Deputy Marshals Wil-
l iam P. Dolan and N. V. Cooley to 
take them back to Judge Symes 
for clari f icat ion of ins t ruc t ions. . 
Told In tent Is Necessary 

They asked Judge Symes to re -
def ine the cr ime of conspiracy to 
commit t reason—the second and 
minor count in the indictment— 
and the judge told them this was 
the format ion of a plan by two or 
more people to commit treason. 

They f u r t h e r asked Judge 
Symes whether intent was neces-
sary in the cr ime of t reason—in 

AWAITING THE VERDICT—The three Nisei sis-
ters whose Federal Court t r ia l for t reason 
closed here yesterday are shown as they sat in 
a room adjoin ing the court wait ing for thé ver-

dict. Left to right: Mrs. Florence (Flo) Otant, 
Mrs. Billie Tanigoshi and Mrs. Tsuruko (Toots) 
Wallace. 

—Rocky Mountain News Photo. 

this case intent to aid the govern-
ment of Germany. Judge Symes 
said it was. 

F rom 12:30 p. m. to 6 p. m. the 
three sisters had wai ted together 
patient ly, apparent ly w i t h o u t 
nervousness, for the call that 
would mean that the ju ry had 
reached its decision in the bare 
room where U. S. Commissioner 
Harold S. Oakes receives the pleas 
of federa l prisoners. 
Trai tor Phrase Angers Toots 

Toots sat wi th her pret ty nine-
year-old daughtef , Diane, who is 
being t ra ined in the Amache camp 
to be a dancer. Billie sat with her 
husband, Wil l iam Tanigoshi, a 
mix tu re of white* and Oriental 
blood, who was talk ing tender ly to 
her, despite the photographic evi-
dence of more than f l i r tat ion on. 
her par t toward one of the prison-
ers of war . Flo s^t silently, more 
nervous than the others, under a 
large black hat . 

" I sure wish they'd make up 
their minds quick," said Toots 
who, by instinct, is the leader of 
the three. 

"How'd you l ike the way the 
case was presented?" she was 

•asked. 
" I l iked it all except that f inal 

remark of Morrissey when he 

turned to us and called us t ra i -
tors," she said angri ly. 

"These traitors! These Benedict 
Arnolds in skirts," Mr. Morrissey 
had said wi th a gesture of his 
r ight hand at them as he came to 
the end of his impassioned plea 
for the prosecution. 
Not True to Husbands 

"These women have not been 
t rue to their husbands! They have 
not been t rue to the United States. 
They are trai tors. I say f ie on this 
love and sympathy plea of Defense 
Counsel Kenneth Robinson. If 
that 's an example of love and sym-
pathy, then this country wil l fal l ." 

Mr. Morrissey was referr ing, in 
equally eloquent language, to a 
plea made by Mr. Robinson in 
his closing s tatement that a "fool-
ish, crazy th ing" was done by 
these three sisters. 

"She loved him," he said, point-
ing to Toots and referr ing to her 
relat ions with Corporal Haider. 
"I t 's the old story of the woman 
—the old story of wha t she will 
do for a man Bhe likes. That 's not 
t reason. It 's the way of a man 
wi th a maid." 

Mr. Robinson's plea fol lowed the 
summat ion of the case which was 
made in a calm, detached manner 
by Assistant U. S. Distr ict Attor 
ney Ivor O. Wingren, who opened 
the morning's proceedings. 

most dramat ic tr ia l that ever has 
been held in Denver, Mr. Robin-
son confined his plea largely to the 
theory, not that these sisters had 
not taken the r ide wi th the Ger -
mans f rom Tr in idad to Wagon 
Mound, N. M., b u t . t h a t they had 
not done this to aid the German 
nation. 

In t reason it is necessary to 
prove that the defendants in g iv-
ing aid and comfort to the enemy 
had done so wi th the intent of ad-
hering to the cause of the enemy 
—in this esse the German Reich. 

This was Mr. Robinson's con-
tention throughout the trial and 
his viewpoint was sustained in 
the f inal instructions given wi th 
great care and calmness by Judga 
Symes. 

Judge Symes told the jury tha t 
they must believe the three J a p a -
nese-American sisters intended to 
aid Germany in aiding the escape 
of the prisoners of war if they 
were to f ind them guilty. If, on 
the contrary, Judge Symes ad -
vised, the ju ry found that they 
were merely moved by sympathy 
to help them, wi th no desire to 
take par t in the war, then they 
should be found not guilty. 
Toots Has a Big Heart 

Mr. Robinson—appointed by tha 
court, receiving no compensation 
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At 12:30 p. m., on the four th day 
of the tr ial, these 12 average men 
—picked f rom farms and off ices 
in the midst of war to per form one 
of the sacred American duties— 
had ret i red to a third f loor room 
of the Postoff ice Bldg, to consider 
these two qnestions: 

Did these sisters, Mrs. Tsuruko 
(Toots) Wallace, 34; Mrs. Shivze 
(FJo) Otani. 33, and Mrs. Bill ie 
Tanigoshi, 31, commit treason in 
helping these captured members 
of Rommel's once-famous Afr ica 
Corps to escape on that moonlight 
night last October? 

Are they guilty of conspiracy to 
commit treason in this act which 
admittedly, even by the defense 
counsel in his closing argument , is 
wel l nigh proved? * 
Thir teenth Juror Says 'Guilty' 

As they lef t to go, the 13th 
juror, Henry T. Gassert, Holyoke, 
Colo., chief of police, took his hat 
to return home. 

"I 'd f ind them guil ty on both 
counts," he said. 

Such a verdict, if i t should be-
come the opinion of the 12, would 
mean that Judge Symes would sen-
Icnce the sisters to f rom f ive 
years ' impr isonment and $10,000 
line, to death. 

The jury, a f ter they began their 
del iberation, had communicated 
only once wi th the court. They 
had asked Deputy Marshals Wil-
l iam P. Dolan and N. V. Cooley to 
take them back to Judge Symes 
for clari f icat ion of ins t ruct ions. . 
Told Intent Is Necessary 

They asked Judge Symes to re -
def ine the cr ime of conspiracy to 
commit t reason—the second and 
minor count in the indictment—• 
and the judge told them this was 
the format ion of a plan by two or 
more people to commit treason. 

They f u r t h e r asked Judge 
Symes whether intent was neces-
sary in the cr ime of treason—in 

AWAITING THE VERDICT—The three Nisei sis- diet. Left 
ters whose Federal Court trial for treason Mrs. BilHe 
closed here yesterday are shown as they sat in Wallace, 
a room adjoining: the court waiting for thé ver-

to right: Mrs. 
Tanigoshl and 

Florence (Flo) Otani, 
Mrs. Tsuruko (Toots) 

this case intent to aid the govern-
ment of Germany. Judge Symes 
said it was. 

F rom 12:30 p. m. to 6 p. m. the 
three sisters had waited together 
pat ient ly, apparent ly w i t h o u t 
nervousness, for the call that 
would mean that the ju ry had 
reached its decision in the bare 
room where U. S. Commissioner 
Harold S. Oakes receives the pleas 
of federa l pr isoners. 
Traitor Phrase Angers Toots 

Toots sat wi th her pret ty n ine-
year-old daughtef , Diane, who is 
being t ra ined in the Amache camp 
to be a dancer. Bil l ie sat with her 
husband, Wil l iam Tanigoshi, a 
mix tu re of wh i te ' and Oriental 
blood, who was talking tender ly to 
her, despite the photographic evi-
dence of more than f l i r tat ion on 
her par t toward one of the prison-
ers of war . Flo s"cit silently, more 
nervous than the others, under a 
large black hat . 

" I sure wish they'd make up 
their minds quick," said Toots 
who, by instinct, is the leader of 
the three. 

"How'd you l ike the way the 
case was presented?" she was 
asked. 

" I l iked it all except that f inal 
remark of Morrissey when he 

turned to us and called us t ra i -
tors," she said angri ly. 

"These traitors! These Benedict 
Arnolds in skirts," Mr. Morrissey 
had said wi th a gesture of his 
r ight hand at them as he came to 
the end of his impassioned plea 
for the prosecution. 
Not True to Husbands 

"These women have not been 
•true to their husbands! They have 
not been t rue to the United States. 
They are trai tors. I say f ie on this 
love and sympathy plea of Defense 
Counsel Kenneth Robinson. If 
that 's an example of love and sym-
pathy, then this country wil l fal l . " 

Mr. Morrissey was referr ing, in 
equally eloquent language, to a 
plea made by Mr. Robinson in 
his closing s tatement that a " fool-
ish, crazy th ing" was done by 
these three sisters. 

"She loved him," he said, point-
ing to Toots and refer r ing to her 
re lat ions with Corporal Haider. 
"I t 's the old story of the woman 
—the old story of wha t she will 
do for a man she likes. That 's not 
treason. It 's the way of a man 
with a maid." 

Mr. Robinson's plea fol lowed the 
summat ion of the case which was 
made in a calm, detached manner 
by Assistant U. S. Distr ict At tor -
ney Ivor O. Wirigren, who opened 
the morning's proceedings. 
Not Anti-Nazi, Says Wingren 

Mr. Wingren scoffed at the no-
tion that Haider and Loescher had 
wanted to escape so that the one 
might f ight against the Nazis and 
the other might get back as a non-
combatant to Germany. 

"What about Haider?" he asked. 
"He wasn' t captured unt i l he had 
been in the Germany army for two 
years—and then only when ^ 
Gei "man army had been driven 
that point of destruct ion on t h t 
Cape Bon Peninsula f rom which no 
German could escape. Does that 
show an eagerness on his par t to 
leave the Nazis? 

"And what about Loescher? He 
wore his Iron Cross, Second Class; 
his I tal ian medal for heroism, his 
off icer candidate r ibbons—all with 
pr ide and satisfaction. Doe3 that 
sound to you as if he wouldn' t ' 
f ight again for the Nazis if he 
could? 

"No, they ' re both citizens of the 
German Reich and t rue to the Ger -
man Reich." 

In his closing argument in this 
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most dramat ic tr ial that ever has 
been held in Denver, Mr. Robin-
son confined his plea largely to the 
theory, not that these sisters had 
not taken the r ide wi th the Ge r -
mans f rom Tr in idad to Wagon 
Mound, N. M., b u t . t h a t they had 
not done this to aid the German 
nation. 

In treason it is necessary to 
prove that the defendants in g iv-
ing aid and comfort to the enemy 
had done so wi th the intent of ad -
her ing to the cause of the enemy 
—in this case the German Reich. 

This was Mr. Robinson's con-
tention throughout the tr ial and 
his viewpoint was sustained in 
the f inal instructions given wi th 
great care and calmness by Judge 
Symes. 

Judge Symes told the ju ry tha t 
they must believe the three J a p a -
nese-American sisters intended to 
aid Germany in aiding the escape 
of the prisoners of war if they 
were to f ind them guilty. If, on 
the contrary, Judge Symes ad -
vised, the ju ry found that they 
were merely moved by sympathy 
to help them, wi th no desire to 
take par t in the war, then they 
should be found not guilty. 
Toots Has a Big Heart 

Mr. Robinson—appointed by tho 
court, receiving no compensation 
whatever for his efforts—insisted 
to a wrap t jury that the girls, 
part icular ly Toots, were impelled 
by love, not by disloyalty. 

"That big hear t of hers took her 
away," Mr. Robinson said, point-
ing to Toots, whose expression 
never changed. "Certain ly i t 's 
wrong. But it isn't treason. 

"She and her sisters had consid-
^ e d themselves Amer icans and 

, . 



Treason Trial Jury Here 
, T oescber that they 

I C n t » « * From P a8e p r f S f f i 

What a shock it was xo thrown government never preseme 

prisoners of war w r e Gne goal—to tell all xne * j 
and f ind some whites. on y j u s t i c m i g h t prevai l . Ana 
A h ! woman ! h e r head. y o U can complete tha t goal ol j 

bracing the p r i sone i ^ . -. <.Hold high the; flag: ior 
judge of morals God alone  ̂ \ and y o ^ l l never let it 

W i t h a m a . „ ^ 4 ^ a t went on. To 
ness knows ]usi w u ^ - - h i n g s 
judge f rom the o f 

went pretty far . i n y  ̂ b a v e 
war certainly seemea 
pret ty much the run o g 

And the women—franxy, ? 
is woman." .. paused, 

Mr. Robmson ¿ ^ » J U a n d 
looked about the «our m i n ( J 
you saw that througn t b i s 
was transpir ing a icenng 
great scene {h*t 

n scene where reasuii. j «loce r n d d e l » n « m g p l a -

i n % "«pt ion of Eng-
world, wi th xne e £ c a n n ow 
land, where such . scene 
take place . . • i n 

ampled in the aubu & n d 

He pointed °t h e
b e n e a t h the 

the Federal District Court. 

Democracy at Work 
"This, gentlemen, Is a sacred 

place," he said. "Here the things 
our forefathers fought for are be-
ing vindicated. We meet here to 
judge calmly and reason these j 
humble people—these people who! 
have taken the poverty vow as far 
as counsel goes. 

"You are proving today, gen-
t lemen, that democracy is .not go-
ing out. You are vindicating the 
highest hopes of that democracy. 
You are standing f i rm against rab-
ble-rousing talk. The war will 
be over one day and we shall re -
vise many of our judgments. When 
you look back, wil l you say as 
was said in Macbeth: 
Tomorrow and tomorrow and to-

morrow 
Creeps in his petty pace from 

day to day, 
To the last syllable of recorded 

time, 
And all our yesterdays have 

lighted FOOLS 
The way to dusty death. . . . 

As he said "fools," he pointed 
to the three mask-l ike sisters. 

Mr. Morrissey, U. S. district 
attorney, who spoke for the f irst 
t ime in the trial, took up the last 
words of the Shakespearean quo-
tat ion "dusty death" as he made 
the government's f inal plea. 
Impartiality, His Plea 

"We ask only for an impart ial 
t r ia l ," he said. "If you feel that 
there has been any unfairness 
shown, turn them loose. We don't 
wan t the blood of innocent women 

, on our hands. I pray God that 
our hands never are stained with 
the blood of innocent women. 

"But these are Benedict Arnolds 
In skirts. If the love and sym-
pathy that the defense counsel de-

1 Clares these women have is an ex-
| ample of American love and sym-
. pathy, then this country will fal l . 

"Of course, the government was 
taken by surprise in the testimony 

\ 
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Sisters Take Ver-
dict Calmly but 

Are Puzzled 
(CRIME NEVER PAYS) 

The sisters Shitara—Toots, ̂  
jBillle' I « — w e r i  "TWHIt? 
guilty Friday morning by k 
jury in United States District 
Judge Byrnes' court here of con-J 
»piracy to commit treason, and by 
the same token not guilty of charges! 
of treason, as an outgrowth of "aldj 
and comfort" they gave two sol-] 
diers of the German reich to escape ; 
f rom the American prisoner of wari 
camp near Trinidad, Colo., last Oc-
tober1. 

The conviction carries a penalty; 
of up to two years, a $10,000 fine,! 
ot both such f ine and Imprison- j 
ment. 

Sentence will be pronounced byj 
Judge Symes next week, If a mo-; 
tion for a new trial, which may be, 
filed by Chief Defense Counsel Ken-
neth W. Robinson and his assistant, 
Robert Swanson, within three days, 
is denied. . • < '• • • 
SYMES SAYS VERDICT 
IS FAIR AND PROPER. 

In receiving the verdict Judge 
Symes said, f rom the bench: 

"Gentlemen: You have given very 
careful consideration to this case. 
Personally, I think the verdict a 
very fair one and a proper one In 
this case. After listening to all the 
evidence, I did not believe the de-
fendants had any Intent to harm 
the United States or help the Ger 
man government. For that reason 
I had made up my mind the defend-
ants were not guilty of treason on 
the f i rst count. You may go with 
the thanks of the court." 

Thursday night, when the jurors' 
asked for a rereading of the legal? 

1 definition of conspiracy, the crlm«j 
rupon which they later found the | 
T (Turn to Page 3—Col . 1.) I 
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f FRIDAY, AUGUST 11, 1944 THE 

JAP GIRLS CONVICTI 
SISTERS LIABLE TO TOP PENALTY 
OF TWO YEARS AND $10,000 FINE 
Women Take Verdict Calmly but Are Puzzled; 

Jury Acquits Them of Offense Pun-

ishable by Death. 

(Continued From Page One.) 
defendants guilty, Judge Symes 
said: 

"The matter of intent goes to the 
crime of conspiracy the same as to 
thS crime of treason." 

The jurors actually reached their 
verdict at 10:35 p. m. Thursday. 
They had received the case at 12:23 
p. m. Thursday. They deliberated 
until 6 o'clock when they asked for 
a rereading of the court's instruc-
tion on the conspiracy count. They 
then went to dinner, remained out 
of the courtroom until 8 p. m. and 
resumed their deliberations. 

Under an order f rom the court 
the jurors, a t 10:35 o'clock, having 
agreed upon the conspiracy charge, 
signed their f indings and sealed the 
verdict in an official envelope 
which was deposited in the safe in 
the office of the clerk of the court. 

At 9:30 a. m. Fr iday the jurors 
filed into court, led by their fore-
man, George O. Schmidt of Denver, 
an employe of Swift & Co. The de-
fendants came in, in custody of 
Deputy United States Marshals N. 
V. Cooley and William Dolan a few 
moments later. The three girls took 
their places at the counsel table. 
The courtroom was again filled, as 
it was thru' each session of the trial 
since its opening Monday. 

Judge Symes entered thru the 
opening in the heavy black velvet 
drapes which canopy the alcove 
rising above the courtroom proper 
and. took his place on the bench. 

"Gentlemen of the jury," said the 
court, "have you agreed upon a 
verdict?" 

Schmidt arose, saying, "We have, 
your honor." 

Judge Symes took the envelope, 
slit it open and read the jury's 
f indings to himself. 

"The clerk," he said, "will read 
the verdict." 

Court Clerk Walter Bowman arose. 
He read "the names of the three 

defendants, as they are listed in law 
—Mrs. Tsuruko (Toots) Wallace, 34; 
Mrs. Shivze (Flo) Otani, 33, and Mrs. 
Billie Tanigoshi, 31. 
SISTERS TENSE AS 
VERDICT IS READ. 

"We the jury," Bowman read, 
"find the defendants (and hf=| re-
peated each name, with the verdict 
relative to each separately) not 

i i uyj ui yi i uywi 

then, by movement of head, rather 
than -eyes—toward the jurors. Sec-
onds passed—long seconds. The lips 
in Toots' mask-like face moved. She 
was not addressing anyone. 

"How come they find us guilty of 
conspiracy when we are not guilty 
of treason—how come, huh?" 

A reporter whispered to Billie': 
"Billie, do you feel that your trial 

was fa i r?" 
"Yes—fair," said Billie, "but how 

come they can find us guilty of con-
spiracy? We didn't do that because 
we didn't do treason." 

Flo just sat there. She said noth-
ing at all. 
JUST VERDICT 
DECLARES JUDGE. 

The court, f rom his bench, was 
speaking: 

"A just verdict," he Was saying. 
"How come he can say that when 

we are not guilty of treason?" said 
Toots. 

There were the usual court for-
malities. Robinson and Swanson 
went forward to the bench, asking 
for their constitutional time to file 
a motion (or new trial. The jury 
was dismissed f rom fur ther service 
and left to collect their warrants. 
People began milling about,, shak-
ing Robinson's hand, telling United 
States District Attorney Morrissey 
and his chief tr ial deputy, Ivor O. 
Wingren, what a splendid victory 
they had won. 

In the hallways the case was be-
ing retried by those, who had fol-
lowed every line of testimony—the 
lawyers, the newspapermen, the 
court officials. 

Some said, "Robinson should have 
put the sisters on the stand." 

Others said, "He was smart when 
he didn't let them talk—they would 
have hanged themselves." 

I t had been many a day since the 
tomb-like hallways of the federal 
building echoed to such buzzing. 

This was the third treason trial of 
World War II—either the ninth or 
tenth in the entire history. of the 
nation. 

But few knew some of the back-
ground surrounding the case. The 
arrests, for example, were made last 
October. Ordinarily the trial would 
follow within weeks. But at that 
time the exchange ship Gripsholm 
had not left Japan with the last 
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Washington. The justice depart-
ment had gone before congress with 
it to show that the law of treason 
should be altered to f i t cases like 
this. 
ACCUSED WERE 
OF AMAClIE COLONY. 

The facts, as they came f rom the 
witness stand, were these: 

The accused were members of 
the Japanese - American relocation 
colony at Amache, Colo., near La-
mar. American citizens, they had 
been evacuated from their birth 
state, California, by army order. 
These three, and their four sisters 
and three brothers, according to 
testimony, had associated almost 
exclusively with Caucasians. One, 
Toots—married a Caucasian and 
has a 9-year-old daughter by him. 
Another, Billie, married a half-
caste, the son of a Japanese and 
German-American matrimonial al-
liance. The sister» Shitara resented, 
according to their counsel, being 
placed in the Amache camp with 
Japanese. They sought other fields, 
and obtained permission to "share-
crop" an onion farm near Trinidad. 
To this fa rm went German prison-
ers of war to work. 

What happened between the Ger-
man prisoners and the Japanese 
girls was described by Robinson as 
"something that went pretty far." 
There were pictured of Billie and 
Toots in embrace ^ i t h two of the 
prisoners. Heinrich Haider, 31, a 
mule tender in Rommel's Afr ika 
Korps, and a Marcus Backus, who 
figures in no other way in the 
treason case. The picture of Haider 
showed him crushing the be-sweat-
ered and curveful Toots to him, his 
lips on hers. 
SISTERS PROCURED 
MAPS AND CLOTHING. 

I t was after this that the sisters 
procured civilian clothing, road 
maps and a flashlight for Haider, 
and a friend of his within the pris-
oner of war camp, Herman August 
Loescher, also 31. By night, Oct. 16, 
the sisters, using their automobile, 
met the prisoners on the highway 
outside the prison camp. The Ger-
mans had crawled thru a previously 
prepared hole in the fence. The 
girls then carried the men to 
Wagon Mound, N. M., where the 
men left the car, only to be ar-
rested later. The sisters then re-
turned home. 

I t was Robinson's plea to the jury i 
that the women were activated not 
by a desire to help the government 
of the German reich—the intent I 
necessary in the matter of treason— j 



which was deposited in the safe in 
the office of the clerk of the court. 

At 9:30 a. m. Fr iday the jurors 
filed into court, led by their fore-
man, George O. Schmidt of Denver, 
an employe of Swift & Co. The de-
fendants came in, in custody of 
Deputy United States Marshals N. 
V. Cooley and William Dolan a few 
moments later. The three girls took 
their places at the counsel table. 
The courtroom was again filled, as 
it was thru each session of the tr ial 
since its opening Monday. 

Judge Symes entered thru the 
opening in the heavy black velvet 
drapes which canopy the alcove 
rising above the courtroom proper 
and, took his place on the bench. 

"Gentlemen of the jury," said the 
court, "have you agreed upon a 
verdict?" 

Schmidt arose, saying, "We have, 
your honor." 

Judge Symes took the envelope, 
slit it open and read the jury's 
f indings to himself. 

"The cleric," he said, "will read 
the verdict." 

Court Clerk Walter Bowman arose. 
He read the names of the three 

defendants, as they are listed in law 
—Mrs. Tsuruko (Toots) Wallace, 34; 
Mrs. Shivze (Flo) Otani, 33, and Mrs. 
Billie Tanigoshi, 31. 
SISTERS TENSE AS 
VERDICT IS READ. 

"We the jury," Bowman read, 
"f ind the defendants (and h<=| re-
peated each name, with the verdict 
relative to each separately) not 
guilty of the f i rst count in the In-
dictment." 

That was the treason charge. 1 

Not a sister moved. Billie sat 
with a handkerchief in her hand, 
pressed against her lips. Flo sat 
with eyes closed, her head bent 
slightly forward. Toots looked 
straight a t the reading clerk. No 
Sign of emotion passed over her 
features. 

Bowman continud reading. 
"We the jury," he intoned "find 

the defendants (and again he read 
each name in order—Billie and Flo 
and Toots) guilty as charged in the 
second couht of the indictment." 

Billie still sat with handkerchief 
to Hps. Two tears slid over the high 
cheek curves of Flo's face—features 
that resemble more those of south 
China and the Cantonese than do 
the distinctly sharper and unmis-
takably Nipponese characteristics 
of her sisters. She did not move. 
The "tears fell, and she made no 
move to wipe them away. 

Toots' eyes narrowed to tiny slits. 
I t was not a closing of tho lids. Still 
she looked direct at the clerk— 

"A just verdict," he Was saying. 
"How come he can say that when 

we are not guilty of treason?" said 
Toots. 

There were the usual court for-
malities. Robinson and Swanson 
went forward to the bench, asking 
for their constitutional t ime to file 
a motion for new trial. The jury 
was dismissed f rom fur ther service 
and left to collect their warrants. 
People began milling about,, shak-
ing Robinson's hand, telling United 
Sta'tes District Attorney Morrissey 
and his chief tr ial deputy, Ivor O. 
Wingren, what a splendid victory 
they had won. 

In the hallways the case was be-
ing retried by those, who had fol-
lowed every ( l ine of testimony—the 
lawyers, the newspapermen, the 
court officials. 

Some said, "Robinson should have 
put the sisters on the stand." 

Others said, "He was smart when 
he didn't let them talk—they would 
have hanged themselves." 

I t had been many a day since the 
tomb-like hallways of the federal 
building echoed to such buzzing. 

This was the third treason trial of 
World War II—either the ninth or 
tenth in the entire history , of the 
nation. 

But few knew some of the back-
ground surrounding the case. The 
arrests, for example, were made last 
October. Ordinarily the trial would 
follow within weeks. But at that 
time the exchange ship Gripsholm 
had not left Japan with the last 
group of Americans to be exchanged 
between the United States and the 
Nipponese. I t was weeks before the 
Gripsholm reached a neutral port, 
and came into American hands. To 
try this case, in that period, was 
f raught with dangers — dangers 
which the American government 
did not wish to face. 

The case had becohie historic In 

crop" an onion farm near Trinidad. 
To this farm went German prison-, 
ers of war to work. 

What happened between the Ger-
man prisoners and the Japanese 
girls was described by Robinson as 
"something that went pretty far." 
There were pictures of Billie and 
Toots in embrace M t h two of the 
prisoners. Heinrich Haider, 31, a 
mule tender in Rommel's Afr ika 
Korps, and a Marcus Backus, who 
figures in no other way . in the 
treason case. The picture of Haider 
showed him crushing the be-sweat-
ered and curveful Toots to him, his 
lips on hers. 
SISTERS PROCURED 
MAPS AND CLOTHING. 

I t was af ter this that the sisters 
procured civilian clothing, road 
maps and a flashlight for Haider, 
and a fr iend of his within the pris-
oner of war camp, Herman August 
Loescher, also 31. By night, Oct. 16, 
the sisters, using their automobile, 
met the prisoners on the highway 
outside the prison camp. The Ger-
mans had crawled thru a previously 
prepared hole in the fence. The 
girls then carried the men to 
Wagon Mound, N. M., where the 
men left the car, only to be ar-
rested later. The sisters then re-
turned home. 

I t was Robinson's plea to the jury 
that the women were activated not 
by a desire to help the government 
of the German reich—the intent 
necessary in the matter of treason— 
but were in love with at least 
Haider, and, as Robinson put it, 
"womanlike, in frai l ty where a man 
is concerned," gave aid. 

Haider, from the stand, swore he 
told Toots and the others that he 
was anti-Nazi—that he wanted to 
return to Germany to f ight "the 
Hitler gang" as a member of the 
Austrian legion, or underground. 



DENVER POST—FIRST IN EVERYTHING T I 

OF PLOT TO COM 
' 14- 1? p • to commit treason was the jury verdict retunied 

I x U l I t y Ol C o n s p i r a c y in the United States district court Friday after 
the treason trial of the Japanese-American sisters shown here. Accused of helping two Germans 
escape from the Trinidad prisoner of war camp, they were convicted on the conspiracy count 
but acquitted of the actual charge of treason. The three Shitari sisters are Mrs. Shivze (Flo) 
Otani, Mrs. Shitara (Billie) Tanigoshi and Mrs. Tsuruko (Toots) Wallace. 

FLO OTANI. BILLIE TANIGOSHI. TOOTS WALLACE. 

He was Austrian-born. Loeschor, 
who wore the Iron Cross and other 
decorations on the stand, made no 
claim of being anti-Nazi. He, how-
ever, said he told the girls he had 
been thrice wounded and, altho he 
wanted to go "back to his beautiful 
Germany," he knew he could never 
bear arms again, being a casual. 

After their arrest the sisters 
pleaded poverty. The court then 
named Robinson, one of the out-
standing lawyers of the nation, as 
chief defense counsel, directing 
him to serve for the very small fee 
which the government allows in 
such cases. 
DID NOT PLACE 
GIRLS ON STAND. 

Robinson elected not to place the 
sisters on the stand. His case con-
sisted of but three witnesses—a sis-
ter, Mary, not involved, who told 
of the family background, and two 
Caucasian women who said they 
knew the Shitara family in Cali-

fornia where, it was stated, they 
had good reputations. 

Robinson's p o s i n g argument^ in, 
which he expounded the love theory 
as the motive, was hailed as one of 
the most masterful pleas in the his-
tory, of the federal court in Denver. 

No less brilliant was the studied 
Contrast offered by the government, 
with Wingren reciting in conversa-
tional tones the details of the case 
as presented, and Morrissey, dra-
matically branding the trio as "little 
Benedicts Arnolds in skirts." 

"Love 'caused this," said Robin-
son. 

"Fie on love," shouted Morrissey. 
"Love" won—at least, as far as 

the charge of treason against the 
women is concerned. For a verdict 
f inding Flo and Billie and Toots 
guilty of treason, could, under the 
law, have resulted in death. 

Two years in jail is the worst that 
can happen to any of the trio^under 
the verdict returned. 



JAP GIRLS GIVEN 
TERMS IN PRISON 
AND $1,000 FINES 

(CRIME NEVER PAYS) 
Mis. Tsuruko (Toots) Wallace, one of three Japanese sistert 

found guilty a week ago of conspiracy to commit treason, wal 
sentenced Friday to two years in prison, and the other two, Mrs» 
Florence (Flo) Otani and Mrs. Billie Tanigoshi, were sentenced 
to twenty months each by U. S. District Judge Symes, after he 
bad denied a defense motion for 
new trial. In addition, the sisters 
were fined $1,000 each. 

Federal court officials said the 
sisters would be eligible to apply 
for parole after serving one-third 
of their sentences, but parole usual-

ly is not granted in recommended 
cases until about 60 per cent of 
the sentence is served, It was point-
ed out. They automatically will re-
ceive six days off their sentence! 
each month for good behavior. 

None of the sisters said a word 
after sentence was pronounced, Dut 
tears filled their eyes as they gath-
ered around their attorney, Ken-
enth W. Robinson, who had argued 
for thirty-five minutes for a neW 
trial. Robinson said he probably 
would appeal. 
• In a surprise move at the close 

(Turn to Page 5—Col. 3.) 

JAP GIRLS GIVEN PRISON TERMS 
AND FINES FOR TREASON PLOT 

Toots Gets Two Years and Flo and Billie 20 
Months Each and All $1,000 Penalties H 

After New Trial Is Denied. 1 

(Continued From Pago One.) 
of defense and prosecution argu-
ments on the new trial motion, 
Assistant United States District At-
torney Ivor O. Wingren submitted 
a letter to Judge Symés from Her-
man August Loescher, one of the 
two German prisoners the Japa-
nese-American girls were charged 
with having helped escape from a 
prisoner of war tamp near Trini-
dad last fall. The other was Heln-
rich Haider. 

Wingren said Loescher had asked 
him to give the letter to Judge 
Symes at the time of sentence. The 
judge, altho not making the con-
tents of the letter public, said It 
added nothing to what had been 
shown in the évidence at the trial. 

WILL BE SENT 
TO WEST VIRGINIA. 

The sisters will be sent to a fed-
eral correctional institution at Al-
derson, W. Va., to serve their sen-
tences. 

Wingren, outlining the history of 
the three sisters before sentence 
was passèd, declared that in the 
prosecution's view Toots Wallace 
was the "ringleader" In the plan to 
help the two German soldiers flee, 
while Billie Tanagoshl was second 
in responsibility, with Flo Otani 
sharing least in the guilt. . 

Robinson, who was appointed by 
the court to defend the sisters, 
vigorously insisted in his argument 
for new trial that the government 
had failed to show that the "Intent" 
of the sisters was to help Germany 
or harm the United States. 

Wingren, in declaring the jury 

had reached a Just verdict, argued 
the defendants could be found guilty 
of conspiracy to commit treason 
without actually, committing trea-
son. 

Wingren told the court Mrs. Wal-
lace had been investigated twice, 
after Pearl Harbor, by the FBI in 
California In connection with al-
leged disloyal activities and stated 
the FBI described her as a "well-
known water front character" who 
frequented a cafe visited by Japa-
nese officers before the war. 

Robinson referred to the reports 
as "old women's gossip," and de-
clared they indicated some residents 
of California had been biased for 
years against Japenese-Amerlcans 
and started false rumors against 
many of them. Robinson Said he 
was informed by a United States im-
migration official that Mrs. Wallace 
had submitted information to him 
regarding the illegal entry into the 
United States of Japanese. 

Judge Symes remarked, after 
passing sentence, that he wanted 
to emphasize the fact that the Japa-
nese sisters are American sisters 
and had received an impartial trial. 
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JAP WOMEN GIVEN 
PRISON SENTENCES 
BY FEDERAL COURT 

DENVER, Aug. 18—(AP)—Ignor-
ing her plea for a "double sentence" 
so her sister might go free to care 
for their children, U. S. District 
Judge J. Foster Symes Friday or-
dered Mrs. Tsuruko "Toots" Wal-
lace, 35, to serve two years in 
prison and pay a $1,000 fine for 
conspiracy to commit treason. 

The Japanese-American woman's 
two sisters—Mrs. Florence "Flo" 
Shlvzo1 Otanl, 33, and Mrs. Billle 
Shltara Tanl goshi, 32—drew 20-
month terms and $1,000 fines for 
their part in a plot to aid two Ger-| 
man prisoners in their escape lasti 
fall from a camp at Trinidad,] 
Colo. 

They were convicted last week by 
a jury that found them Innocent 
of treason chargcs, which carry a 
maximum penalty of death. U. S. 
Marshal A. D. Fairbanks said the 
sisters likely will be taken in about 
a week to the federal women's re-
formatory at Alderson, W. Va. 

The women have not decided 
whether to appeal, said Defense 
Attorney Kenneth W. Robinson. 

Acknowledging that the idea was 
Implausible, Robinson told Symes of 
Mrs. Wallace's request for a 
"double sentence'"—both her own 
and Mrs. Tanlgoshl's. Thus, he ex-
plained, she hoped that her sister 
might be allowed to take care of 
their children. Mrs. Wallace has a 
fi-year-old daughter, Mrs. Tanigo-
slil a 4-year-old daughter. 

A leniency plea for the sisters 
was addressed to Symes In a letter 
written by Herman August Loesch-
er, one of the two Germans, ana 
made public by Assistant S. Dis-
trict. Attorney Ivor O. Wlngren. 

"The thot of Our helpers being 
punished Is a very bitter one," the 
prisoner wrote. "Is there really no 
way for us to milder a possible 
penalty or to take any influence 
to the verdict?" 

Loescher, who testified against 
the girls along with his comrade, 
(Cont inued on Page Three—Column 1) 

JAP WOMEN GIVEN 
PRISON SENTENCES 
BY FEDERAL COURT 

(Continued from Page One) , 
Helnrlch Haider, told Symes thati 
the sisters tried to dissuade themj 
from escaping. 

"I think It reasonable to consider 
us the more guilty part," he said. 

Wlngren termed Mrs. Wallace the 
"leader" in the conspiracy, Mrs. 
Tanlgoshi as "second," and Mrs. 
Otanl as "the least responsible.* 
All three, formerly of Inglewood, 
Calif., were residents of the Gra-
nada relocation center at Amache, 
Colo., at the time of the escape. 
They worked on a farm alongside 
German prisoners. 

Wlngren told the court of federal 
Investigators' reports that Mrs. 
Wallace had been seen talking with 
high-ranking Japanese naval and 
merchant marine officers on Ter-
minal Island, near Los Angeles, 
before the war. He said she was 
described as a "well-known char-
acter at the waterfront" and 
worked In a cafe "known as a gath-
ering place of pro-Japanese ele-
ments." 

In rebuttal, Robinson Said he had 
i received letters "from the coast 
I that speak of her loyalty." 

( See re fe ree s i d e ) 



Nazi 
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DEN* !R (INS) — The "Inside 
stow?" of how a German prisoner 
of War attempted to take the "rap" 
for three Japanese-Americari sis-
ters convicted of conspiracy to 
commit treason was learned exclu-
sively Friday night by Interna-
tional News Service after the sis-
ters Were sentenced to the federal 
reformatory at Alderson, W. "Vr 

The German, wearer of the i 
cross, second class, Vpleaded^fbr t] 
sisters, terming ttiem^rseduc 
women." I . 

Sentenced were Tsuruko "Toot 
Wallace, 35, given\ two years; 
"Billie" Tanigoshi, 31) and Florence 
"Flo" Shivze Otani, 33, each given 
20 months. The trio, former resi-
dents of Inglewood, Calif., also 
were fined $100 apiece by Federal 
Judge J. Foster Symes who de-
nied a defense motion Friday 
morning for a new trial. 

It was learned Pfe. Herman 
August Loscher, ex-member of 
Rorttmel's Afrika Korps, wrote a 

letter to Judge Symes, asking thé 
jurist to consider him and another 
German'war prisoner, Corp. Hen-
rich Haider, "us the more guilty 
nnrt not the seduced women. 
P Prosecutor Ivor O. Wingren 
gave this reporter ft copy of 
Loscher's tetter to the judge. It 
displayed a Nazi's attempt to use 

t h e " S(
 • 

i r ^ f i A you now have got my 
statement \ profit by the oppor-
tunity to give the following to 
y°"When lCemy comrade * Haider 
spoke to the two Japanese women 
(Toots ftnd Billie) for the first 
time about our escape plans they 
both objected vividly. 'There is no 
good in escapihg for you, they 
laid, *Wàit for the war's end; be 
patient; keep your health; don t 
play with your life,' was their ad-
vice. 1 

"They pointed out ft lot of dan-
gers and circumstance«. i making 

flight impossible. But * being re-
gardless resolved to realize the es-
capade, we, tried to . persuade the 
women.: We had tp take . many 
troubles by words and by ;letters 
to change their mirtd. Finally , we 
succeeded. . ' - • ^ . 

1 "I think it therefore reasonable 
to consider us the more guilty 
part, not the seduced women. , 
* "Without our urgent persua-
sions they would .never .have 
fegreed. Please regard that'.matter 
of fact! The thought .of our help-
ers being punished is a very! bitter 
one. Is there really no way for US 
to milder a possible penalty or to 
take any influence to the verdict 
' "I commend this affair to, your 
generosity. : • .' ' .i'i 
I "(Signed) Herman Loscher." ', 
" The mask of Oriental stoicism 
disappeared for the first time from 
the sisters aS the judge pro-, 
nounced the sentence. Tears welled 
In their eyes and flowed down 
their cheeks as the judge pointed 
out that they were "American« 

and had been given just ad fftir ft 
trial as any other American. 
• "Toots*' got the maximum re-
formatory term afterB Prosecutor 
Wingren pictured 1 her a i a i sus-
picious Character of \ the v,¡water-; 
front a t Terminal Island, Calif; t 
"who had been closely watched by 
U.S. naval intelligence officers and 
FBI agents as a suspected.,' con" 
tact' 1 of Japanese naval and. *ner^ 
chant marine officers. • v?-- ' . ' . . . 
. Defense Counsel Robinson tola 
the court that/"Toots" desired to 
serve a i "double s e n t e n c é " t h e 
one for herself • and the» one for 
her sister, "Billie,":,uif <?$Billie^ 
woUid be set free. « "{Jr 

Robinson explained ."TooW 
wanted "Billie" to return to toe 
war rélocation center at Granada* 
Colo., to take care bt their two 
small daughters, one aged 9 years 
belonging to "Toots,"" the other. 

, S |ed I ! belonging t o "Billie."Th?-< 
•was no one else >&t the cet) 
take care „for,the f W W S P f p t ^ * * ! 

to 
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Navy Dept. Makes|Hot 
By JAMES T . HOWARD 

At Denver, a gallant veteran of 
Rommel's Afrika Kqrps did his best 
to get his Japanese-American girl 
f r iend hanged for treason? Although 
under no compulsion to testify, Cpl, 
Heinrich Heiaer took the stand in 
Federal Court, telling how Mrs. 
Tsuruko Wallace, Mrs. Florence 
Shivze Otani and Mrs. Billie Tani-
goshi, sisters from the West Coast, 
aided his escape from a war pris-
oner camp, providing civilian 
clothes, maps and a car. In precise 
English, Cpl. Heider went into de-
tail about his relations with Mrs. 
Wallace, t whom he described as 
"Toots." Prosecutors expected a 
similar yarn- from Cpl. Herman 
Loescher who went along all right 
until he reached the crucial point of 
identification. Then he declared 
blandly that he had never seen any 
of the three women before. 

Like old times in Chicago was 
the funeral of Lawrence Mangano. 
54, gang boss who apprent iced 
under A1 Capone. Weighted down 
by some 200 shotgun slugs, Man-

gano went to his rest in a silver-
plated casket, a pre-war item which 
cost his widow $5000. There were 
11 shining limousines filled with 
floral offerings and more than 100 
mourners' cars in the procession 
which stretched for blocks, block-
ing traffic around the funeral 
chapel. With no priest present, an 
undertaker read prayers while de-
tectives sifted through the crowd, 
looking for suspects. 

V '• ® • • 

The Navy Dept. at long last, has 
succumbed to the heat. At Washing-
ton, Vice Adm. Randall Jacobs, 
chief of Naval personnel, issued an 
order authorizing Navy officers 
within the District of Columbia to 
doff their coats until Sept. 10, ex-
cept in places of public entertain-
ment and at social events where 
"absence of coat would be inap-
propriate.1' The Army has been 
going around in its shirt-sleevei in 
not weather since early in the war. 

0 : • o 

Cleveland reports considerable ex-
citement at its Rocky River museum 
due to the fact that Oscar, a box 

turtle, hits gone and laid ait egg. 
"We will rename the turtle*" said 
a brief announcement by Misé Grace 
Curry, the museum curator; ' l ì.. • • • • . .¿e, ; 

At Washington, the W a t Pro-
duction Board averted à major 
crisis in the diaper service indus-
try by trott ing out high priority 
ratings for diaper service trucks. 
The industry, already beset by 
manpower and equipment shorts 
ages, anticipates a heavy Autumn 
demand. • ' ' : •"••< Ijfefcl 


