
W E S T E R N P R E S S 

C L I P P l ^ O B U R E A U 

12th & Stout Streets 

DENVER. COLORADO 

Thin clipping from 

GRAND JUNCTION, COLO. 
SENTINEL 

M fe 1944 

FARMERS' MEETING at Loma Communi ty hal l Wednesday mght , 
a t tended by more than 300 persons, b rought out opposit ion ^ 
purchase of lower val ley f a r m s by Japanese Wayne Beede ( ef t ) 
presided. One of the ex temporaneous speakers was J . L. Sel iars 
(r ight), p res ident of the Pomona Farmers ' Union local. (Dally 
Sent ine l photo.) 

1300 LOWER VALLEY RESIDENTS 
PROTEST ACQUISITION OF LAND 
BY JAPANESE AT MASS MEETING; 
J  Loma District Group Organizes Committee to Meet \ 
(•yWith Other Bodies; Draft Message to Governor 

^Vivian Seeking Definite Action 

By BEN HERSHEY1 

More than 300 men and women 
f r o m Loma and other lower valley 
fa rms, p lus a spr ink l ng of dele-
ga tes f r o m other sections of the 
county, agreed last n ight ^ t °r -
der ly act ion must be taken to keep 

¡Japanese f r o m acquir ing western 
, slope f a r m lands. ' 
f Upshot of the digni f ied bu t de-
tprmined session at the large 

' E a communi ty hal l was a de-
fi S call in labor civic and, 
.o ther organizat ions fo r a u m t e a 
i p ro test a l a i ns t what 
ers have descr ibed as a th rea tenea 
in f i l t ra t ion of Japanese-Amer icans' 
into the val ley. 

A commit tee of the Loma dis-, 
l r i c t group scheduled a mee t ing 
I t ? o m today at the cour t house 
w i th representa t ives of t he Mesa 
County Farmers ' union, G rand 
j u n c t i o n Chamber of Commerce 
and city manager , the Amer ican 
Legion, and other agencies. 

The Loma commit tee, headed by 

s f e u s s r « 
Session of the legis lature th is 

to o revent Japanese f r o m 

E H B t t f f i M S 

step» if fo l lowed, should be made 
ret roact ive to Pea r l Harbor Such 
a te legram was expected to be pre-
pared at the meet ing th is a f te r -
noon. 
• Last n ight 's enthusiast ic mass 
meet ing b rough t out repea ted ap-
peals fo r a sensible analysis of tne 
prob lem, and caut ions against any 
kind of violence. 

Beede, who pres ided, said he 
knew of "several f a r m s being 
purchased by Japanese in Mesa 
county. 

"This Is a very ser ious si tua-
t ion," he declared, "and we th ink 
it t ime in th is communi ty fo r 
something to be done. But we must 
proceed carefu l ly . 

Har ry B. Fer re l l , Grand Junc-
t ion business man and pr nc pal 
speaker , also caut ioned tha t this 
th ing can be done, bu t i t mus t be 
done in a d i f fe ren t manne r than 
violence." 

He charged tha t "if we cont inue 
to sell out to the Japs " Mesa 
county 's growth would be drast ic-
ally re ta rded . 

"A sensible, bu t not » radical , 
considerat ion of the prob lem wil l 
reduce th is „menacing V t o b U m to 
a min imum," Fer re l l said. H e de 
b r i b e d the prob lem of Japanese 
location on Mesa county f a rms as 

s a w ? �? 
land. . , . 

Numerous f a r m and buslnes, 
men of the F ru i ta and Lom J 
t r l c ts jo ined in a general discus 
sion of the P ^ b l e m leading t-
the decision to p r e s e n t the m a t t e 
to the governor. Simi lar ac t io 
Already. has been taken in othe 
>arts of the state. 

• 
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CongressmeiTMove 
For Probe Into Jap 
Land Grabs in West 
Quiz Sought on Inroads, 
Sources of Ready Cash 
I o O utbid A titer icans 

By KAY RICHARDS 

W A S H I N G T O N T e ; " T " A " . r r - ' r 

- l a n d a c q u i r e m e n t a n d 

a l w a y s a t t h e e x p e n s e o f C a u c a s i a n d e ^ o l S n t ' 

a p p e a r e d t o d a y t o b e . h e a d e d f o r m a i o r ( W 1 

s i o n a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n . . J° r < W ' e s 1 

Representatives William S. Hill ahd J w J l n u I 

| the n e w co £ £ X  J ? S 
: committee. Fxuuxems» o r by a special 

[ Japs Have Ready Funds , . 

nese in all matte™ I I e V a C U a t e d w e s t c°ast Japa-
loan, tn f t '  a r r a n g l n ^  f o r Preferential Federal 
loans to the objectionable settlers as L u a c * 7 ! 
natorv nrioritv fn„ • BtH ers> as well as for discrimi-
machinery, ' t h e m m d e m e n t in rationed farm 

Colorado)Land Issue 
So serious is the situation in Colorado that Governor 

John Vivian has called a special session of the legislature 
for the sole purpose of adopting an alien land law patterned 
after the California statute, and Hill and Chenoweth re-
ported that conditions in the South Platte River Valley and 
around Trinidad are equivalent to last year's notorious 
Japanese land grab in eastern Oregon. 
! Senator Abe Murdock, Utah Democrat, said that Japa-
nese released from the War Relocation Centers have clus-
tered thickly around the great naval supply depot near 
¡Clearfield in Davis County, Utah, and are buying or leasing 
extensive land holdings in Box Elder County. 

Idaho Protest T 

Caucasian farmers around the War Relocation Center 
at Twin Falls, Idaho, are complaining bitterly that Japa-
nese are invading their district in ominous numbers, it 
was reported by Senator D. Worth Clark, Idaho Democrat. 

Congressional Representatives of eastern Washington, 
Arizona and even the Mississippi Valley State of Arkansas 
expressed apprehension that land marked for Caucasian 

development Is gradual ly fall-
ing Into the hands of Japanese in 
those regions, wi th the t h rea t of 
enormous and dest ruct ive Japa-
nese colonization In the fu tu re . 

In Colorado and Utah , as in 
eastern Oregon, the coming of 
the Japanese Is represented as 
'more in the na tu re of a sudden, 
planned Invasion than a g radua l 
Inf i l t rat ion. 

W A R «OPPORTUNITY. 
! Citizens of all the Sta tes con-
cerned invar iably s t ress in the i r 
p ro tes ts t h a t the Japanese are 
tak ing advan tage of the absence 
of Amer ican young men who 
have gone to war . 

Senator Clark suggested t h a t 
western Sta te legis latures in gen-
eral m a y f ind it advisable soon 
to follow the example of Colorado 
and movfe toward dupl icat ion of 
the Cal i fornia land law forbid-
ding alien Japanese to own real 

[proper ty—a law based on the 
fac t t ha t Japanese invaribly be-
smirch l iving condit ions where-
ever they gather . 

In Cal i fornia the a t to rney gen-
eral 's of f ice Is repor tedly prepar-
ing to fi le about 400 su i ts charg-
ing Japanese evasion and viola-
t loh of the land law. 

J A P S RELEASED. 
The W a r Relocation Author i ty 

admi t ted ly is proceeding as rap-
idly as possible In empty ing the 
W a r Relocation Centers, which 
now contain about 80,000 of thei r 
or iginal populat ion of 107,000 
West coast Japanese evacuees. 

Dillon S. Myer, d i rector of the 
WRA, said recent ly : 

"Japanese Amer icans have 
as much r igh t as any other 
cit izens to apply fo r and re-
ceive federa l loans." ' 
Representat ive Hill comment-

ed: 
' " C o n g r e s s i o n a l Inquiry 
should reveal f i rs t of all any 
loans made to Japanese by fed-
eral land banks, and who in-
spired these loans. 

' I t should be determined 
/ n e x t If alien Japanese actual ly 

received the money th rough 
' dummy ' appl icants, and wheth-
er citizen Japanese or alien 

Japanese a r e actual ly the 

par t ies a t Interest In the deals. 

SPECIAL SESSION. 

"Governor Vivian has moved 
wisely in call ing a special leg-
islat ive session to block Japa-
nese colonization in Colorado, 
and other western S ta tes may i 
f ind simi lar act ions necessary." 
Hill said Japanese set t lement 

had become Intensive In Adams, 
Weld, Logan and Sedgwick coun-
t ies in the rich south P la t te River 
valley of Colorado. He went on: 

" I know of a case—and such 
Instances are repor tedly com-
mon—In which a Japanese bid 
$2,000 above the bes t o f fe r of 
a Caucasian when a desirable ; 
t r ac t of Weld County fa rm land 
was o f fe red fo r sale. The J a p 
bid In cash, which was impos-
sible fo r most of the Caucasian 
bidders. The J a p got it. 

"The m a t t e r would not be so 
serious if the Japanese land 
buyers f rom the War Reloca-
tion centers were scat tered 
thinly over the country . 

"But , a g regar ious people 
who wan t to live In swarms , 
they a re being located In col-
onies, with the inevitable re-
duct ion of American living 
s tanda rds hi each Infested lo-
ca l i ty / ' 
Representat ive Hill pointed 

out t ha t a resolut ion adopted by 
the House recent ly sets up a gen-
eral pos twar p lanning commit tee 
which includes in i ts province 
"maintenance of the s tandard of 
the Amer ican way of l i fe." 
' Therefore, /Hi l l said, the Japa-

nese western land g rab Is f i t t ing-
ly a m a t t e r fo r the commit tee's 
study, and he said he would u rge 
it as one of thew group 's f i rs t 
subjects. 
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Problem of Japanese Settling in State 
May Call for Action by Legislature 

By N o r m a n A. J o h n s o n 
U. P. S t a f f Cor responc 'en t 

DENVER — W h a t he re to fo re 
h a s been a p rob lem of t h e West 
coast a lone —• w h a t to do w i th 
i he J a p a n e s e — now looms as 
one of t h e m a j o r issues of Col-
orado. 

S e n t i m e n t again,si I h e Japa-
nese, wh i ch had! m o u n t e d a la rm-
ingly in t h e .state a t t h e close 
of 1943, was f anned to a n e w 
p e a k by t he a n n o u n c e m e n t in 
Wash ing ton of t h e a t roc i t ies 
p e r p e t r a t e d by t h e J a p s on cap-
tu red A m e r i c a n p r i soners . 

Not s ince t h e ear ly h is to ry of 
t h e West h a s a n y rac ia l prob-
lem developed wh i ch wou ld 
m a t c h Ihe cu r ren t l y deve lop ing 
p rob lem. Only t he I nd ian of-
f e red a comp lex social p rob lem 
s i m i l a r to t h a t of t h e J a p a n e s e . 

On ly t h r o u g h government, ac-
t ion, in es tab l i sh ing reserva-
t ions f o r t h e Ind ian , and mak-
ing o t h r e prov is ions f o r h i s 
we l fa re , w a s t h a t social prob-
lem "cured" . Now comes the 
ques t ion : Wil l t h e gove rnmen t 
be forced! to cont inue, i n t h e 
j e a r s t h a t fo l low t h e wa r ' s end, 
t h e re locat ion cen te rs w h i c h 
h a v e prov ided t e m p o r a r y solu-
t ion du r i ng Wor ld War I I ? 

T h e sen t imen t a p p e a r s to 
have passed t h e " t a l k " .stage. 
Ac ' ion is replacing! words . Sev-
era l m e m b e r s of t h e s ta te leg-
i s la tu re l a u n c h e d a m o v e m e n t 
to a m e n d i h e s ta te const i tu t ion 
tr p reven t J a p a n e s e na t i ona l s 
f r o m owning p roper ty in Colo-
rado. 

Ear l ie r , a g r o u p of B r i gh ton 
f a r m e r s and! bus inessmen star t -
ed t h e bal l ro l l ing by appear -
ing as a de legat ion a t t h e s ta te 
cap i to l and d e m a n d i n g t h a t 
Gov. J o h n C. Viv ian t a k e some 
act ion to s top t h e p u r c h a s e of 
r i ch f a r r p i ng lands' and o t h e r 
p rope r t i es by J a p a n e s e — e i t h e r 
J a p a n e s e na t i ona l s o r Japanese-
Amer i cans — who have se t t l e^ 
in t h e s t a t e a f t e r be ing relocat-
ed f r o m t h e Wes t coast . 

T h e B r i gh ton de legat ion w 
h e a d e d by t h a t c i ty 's m a y o r , J 

i he 
to 

re-

p r i sone r by t h e J a p a n e s e in t h e ! 
Ph i l ipp ines . 

¡Immediately! fo l lowing 
B r i gh ton de legat ion 's t r i p 
Denver , Gove rho r Vivian 
ceived a pet i t ion f r o m G r a n d 
Junc t ion ; wh ich bo re t h e n a m e s 
of m a n y leadng wes te rn slope 
f a n n e r s and bus iness men , and' 
voiced s imi la r p ro tes ts . 

T h e governor 's rep ly to bo lh 
g r o u p s w a s t ha t t h e s ta te con-
s t iu t ion p e r m i t t e d c i t izens and' i 
a l iens a l ike to se t t le in al l p a r t s -
of Co lo rado w i t h o u t res t rc t ions . | 

Unde r legis lat ion p roposed by 
Rep resen ta t i ves L. Da le Shot-
wel l of Aurora , and! Jas . J o n e s , 
of Manzano la , and Sena to r Wi l - j 
l:\rd P res ton of Adena, only i h e 
J a p a n e s e na t i ona l s would be af-
fec ted , wh i le Japanese-Amer i -
cans would con t inue to en joy 
t he i r fu l l c i t i zensh ip pr iv i leges. 

T h e p ropsed a m e n d m e n t pro-
v ided t h a t "na t i ona ls of any 
c o u n t r y w h i c h at any t i m e on I 
or a f t e r Dec. 7, 1941, is in hos-
t i le occupat ion of any p a r t of 
t h e con t inen ta l Un i ted Sta tes , 
it.: te r r i to r ies , possessions or 
p ro tec to ra tes , will not be per-
m i t ted to acqui re , inher i t , pos-
sess, en joy or dispose of prop-
el ty, rea l or persona l , as is en-
joyed by nat ive-born c i t izens." 
A l though it did not n a m e t h e 
J a p a n e s e na t iona ls speci f ica l ly , 
t h e p roposed cons t i tu t iona l 
a m e n d m e n t ' s word ing would1 

con f ine t h e " t e a t h " of such a 
law to only t h e m , since they 
canno t become c i t i zens of t h e 
Un i ted Sta tes . 

Recent ly , in an ed i tor ia l t h a t 
a p p e a r e d in t h e Amache "Pio-
neer , " week ly pub l i ca t ion of t h e 
J a p a n e s e w a r re locat ion cen te r 
n e a r L a m a r , t h e quest ion w a s 
asked, in e f f e c t : W h a t a re t h e 
J a p a n e s e to do, w i thou t a p lace 
to go, or a m e a n s of ea rn i ng 
t h e i r own l iv ing? T h e ar t i c le 
appealedl f o r a p lace f o r t h e 
J a p a n e s e in t h e product ion of 
t he na t ion ' s v i ta l wa r t ime food. 
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And-Jap Proposal 
Up in Convention 

Support of a Brighton Chamber of Commerce anti-Jap-
anese-evacuee resolution by delegates to the convention of 
the Colorado State Association of County Commissioners was 
predicted at opening sessions in the Shirley-Savoy Hotel 
yesterday. 

The resolution, which assails ar -
rival in Colorado of Japanese alien 
residents as a "menace to the pub-
lic wel fare of the citizens," will 
come up today, and Orest A. Ger -
baz of Pi tk in County, chairman of 
the Resolutions Committee, p re -
dicted quick approval. 
Against AH Aliens 

H. V. Deakin, Adams County, 
explained yesterday that the reso-
lut ion asks for legislation to pro-
hibit property holding by all al iens 
because "we probably couldn' t 
get this thing passed if we l imited 
it to the Japs. " 

"WRA authori t ies were amazed 
when they found out there are 
3,500 Japanese evacuees in Adams 
County today," he said. 

" In the Prospect Valley distr ict 
there are enough adul t Japanese to 
run certain phases of the govern-
ment." 
Back Vail's Road Aims 

Resolutions backing ef for ts of 
Charles D. Vail, state h ighway 
engineer, to see that Colorado is 
included on post -war in ter-
regional h ighways .and demanding 
an ad jus tment of the salaries of 
elected officials wil l also be acted 
upon today. 

T h e three - d a y convention 
opened yesterday with an address 
of welcome by George E. Cranmer 
on behalf of Mayor Stapleton. 
Study Reclassification 

A three-point discussion of the 
budget law, the inventory bill and 
reclassif ication of counties as to i 
fees and salaries was led by El^ 
Roy Nelson, director of the State 
Planning Commission. 

Delegates decided to appoint 
f i ve-man committee to study the 
reclassif ication proposal, which 
would base payments to off icials 
on census f igures more recent than 
the 1913 count now in effect. The 
budget law now in effect was ap-
proved and- i t was decided that an 
at torney should be hired to c lar i fy 
the invéntory bill kil led dur ing the! 

last session of the State Legis la- j 
ture. 

PLEA MADE FOR LAWS TO BAR 

M es a C o unty L abor, F arm and B us ines s Groups 
Call on Governor to P romote L egis la-

t e / t ion at Spec ial S es s ion. 
Grand Junction, Colo., Jan. 7.—(A. P.)—Protesting- against 

Japanese purchases of» farm and residential properties, Mesa 
county labor, farm and business groups appealed Friday to Gov-
ernor Vivian by letter toN"lend your office" to the task of enact-
ing- special laws prohibiting: Japanese ownership of Colorado 
real estate. 

I t was the second appeal made 
to the governor within the week. 
A delegation of farmers and towns-
people f rom the Brighton area, 
headed by Mayor J. W. Wells of 
Brighton, protested against Japa-
nese purchase of t ract and garden 
lands at "twice their value" in 
Adams county, Tuesday. 
COUNTY'S FUTURE 
WELFARE MENACED. 

The Mesa county letter said: 
"Japanese are purchasing farm 

lands and residential property to 
the extent that it constitutes a 
threat to established residents and 
to the fu ture generations of our 
county. At a public gathering of a 
larg£ group of representatives, it 
was decided that a committee meet-
ing be called representing all or-
ganizations within the county to de-
vise ways and means of combating 
this meance. 

SEVERAL GROUPS 
INDORSE LETTER. 

"Today, the committee petitions 
the governor to lend his office to 
the convening of the legislature in 
the extra session to enact appro-
priate laws prohibit ing Japanese 
f rom owning real estate property 
In Colorado." 

The letter was indorsed by of-
ficials of county farm unions, the 
American T »«yjnn OinnH .Tnnrtinn 

deep opposition was expressed to 
any acquisition of farhi lands by 
Japanese-Americans. 

Thomas W. Beede, representing 
the Loma area farmers, said several 
farms already bad been purchased 
by Japanese-Americans. 

m 
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COLORADO LEGISLATURE MAY MEET AGAIN 
SOON TO DRAFT BAN ON JAP LAND OWNER 

By MORRIS CLEAVENGER 
DENVER, Feb. 2.—(AP)—The 

Colorado legislature neared the end 
of Its labor on soldier-vote lesgisla-
tion Wednesday as the house ap-
proved unanimously on second 
reading a compromise draf t of legis-
lation that has appeared before 
both branches of the general as-
sembly. 

At the same time, final approval 
was given by both houses to a. $10,-
125 expense bill for the special ses-
sion. 
t So sure were leaders that the 
house will pass the soldier-vote bill 

'on f inal reading, and that the sen-

ate will adopt the version without 
change, enrollment of the measure 
in form to receive the signatures 
of the speaker of the house, the 
l ieutenant governor and the gov-
ernor was ordered to begin Thurs-
day morning. 

Running through the legislature 
was an undercurrent of specula-
tion as to whether .a second spe-
cial session will be called to con-
sider a constitutional amendment 
proposal, to be voted upon at the 
next general election, which would 
bar Japanese aliens from purchas-
ing or holding real property in 
Colorado. 

Republicans of both the senate 
and the house caucused to discuss 
the proposed session, and leaders 
conferred twice with Governor 
Vivian. Nothing definite was de-
cided. 

Governor Vivian telegraphed U. 
S. Senators Ed C. Johnson and 
Eugene D. Millikin asking them to 
ask the state department at Wash-
ington if legislation preventing Jap-
anese aliens from purchasing prop-
erty would in any way interfere 
with the department's program. 

Some senators said they felt that 
restrictive alien legislation might 
jeopardize thè safety of Americans 

held prisoners by Japan. They said 
they wanted some assurance on this 
score f rom the state department. 

Members of the house, obviously 
more in favor' of a constitutional 
amendment aimed to prevent prop-
erty f rom being acquired by Jap-
anese aliens, had no statement to 
make. 

I t was Indicated that whatever 
stand Is taken by the governor on 
the basis of Washington informa-
tion, a resolution calling for a sec-
ond special session may be intro-
duced. More than a majori ty of 

(Contlnaed on P s t t Seven—Column 1) 
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Colorado Legislature M a y 
Bar J aps From Ow ning Land 

(Continued From Ta*« One) 
the house were said definitely to 
iavor a move. 

A second-session resolution that 
had been prepared by Rep. Jack 
Evans (R-Grand Junction), major-
ity house floor îeader, was sched-
uled to have been introduced Wed-
nesday morning, but was withheld 
following a conference of legislative 
leaders and the governor. 

There appeared virtually no doubt 
but that the soldier-vote legislation 
as approved by the house will carry 
th ru to enactment, altho it still was 
criticized in some quarters. 

Sen. Curtis P. Ritchie (D-Pueb-
lo) asserted that the bill was faulty 
in that it made no provision con-
cerning possible federal ly- issued 
election ballots, and set up no ma-
chinery for their recording and 
counting. 

Under thé bill, federal ballots, 
especially those providing for the 
election of the president and vice 
president, might be void, Ritchie in-
sisted. 

Indicative of the legislature's tem-
per In this regard was a memorial 
approved by the house which in-
sisted that congress must not as-

sume the right of determining the 
qualification of voters on the man-
ner in which balloting shall be 
done. 

Congress should only have the re-
sponsibility of seeing that ballots 
which have been prepared by the 
states for service men are properly 
distributed and returned to the 
states for counting, it was declared. 

The memorial, which said that 
service men's a b s e n t e e ballots 
"should not be subject to censor-
ship and the congress should insure 
that ballots of military personnel 
shall not be censored," declared: 

"The determination of the form 
and contents of the ballot, the 
time, and the method of casting the 
same, and the canvassing of the 
results of the election are solely the 
right and responsibility of the 
states." 

The house-approved soldier-vote 
bill would grant a minimum of 45 
days in which absentee ballots 
could be sent to members of the 
armed forces and returned for 
counting. Members of the services 
would be required only to sign the 
ballots in the presence of a ser-
geant or commissioned officer. 
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M a yo r Tells Governor Wel l F inanc ed Organi za -
t ion A ppears to Be B ac k ing M o ve a nd 

I nves t igat ion Is P romi s ed. 

Japanese newcomers to the state are buying choice Adams 
county farm lands at inflated prices, taking over business prop-
erties in Brighton, and embarking upon a program of agricul-
tural and commercial exploitation that is "a grave threat to 
established residents," Governor Vivian was told Tuesday by 

¡Mayor J. W. Wells of Brighton, who 
headed a delegation of farmers and 
businessmen on a protest visit to 
the statehouse. 

Mayor Wells' son, F i rs t Lieut. 
Robert Wells of fhe army engineers, 
was on Bataan when it fell. He is a 
prisoner in a Japanese camp today. 

"That makes the situation pretty 
hard to take," the mayor declared. 

"We believe an acute situation 
has arisen In our community," he 
told the governor. "In the last six 
months some twenty-six t ransfers 
of property have been made to Jap-
anese landowners, including both 
town and farm holdings." 
JAPANESE BACKED 
BY UNLIMITED piJNDS. 

Mayor Wells said the Japanese 
appear to be backed by "unlimited 
funds." 

"They are paying any price for 
land—sometimes $500 to $1,000 more 
than a farm is worth—just to get 
hold of it," he added. "It looks as 
tho they werte fostered by some sort 
of organization with all the money 
they need. Price is no object in their 
deals." 

F. S. Mancini, t ruck grower and 
stockman, said the Japanese were 
"impossible for us to compete 
with." 

"They are buying up choice land," 
he asserted. "They grow products 
upon which there are no ceiling 
prices, and they don't raise things 
(he government needs to win the 
war—lettuce, cantaloupes and such 
things, while we t ry to grow what 
will help Ihe nation. They always 
undersell on the competitive prod-
ucts. 

that the Japanese Intend to become 
permanent residents. 

"They are entering all sorts of 
businesses," he added. "They took 
over two business houses in Bright-
on not long ago and applied for, 
but wore denied, liquor licenses. 
They wanted to sell only sake. 

"I am told alien Japanese are be-
hind some of the purchases, but 
there is no proof of that just now." 
PERSONNEL 
OF DELEGATION. > 

The delegation was composed of 
Mayor Wells, Mancini, Hattendorf , 
T. J. Luttrell, rancher and stock-
man; R. R. Briggs, petroleum dis-
tr ibutor; William F. Marshall, sec^ 
retary of the Adams county agri-
cultural conservation association;" 
R. E. Bergman, fa rmer ; F. T. De-
maree, fa rmer ; F. T. Mancini, t ruck 
farmer ahd cattle feeder; Y. Austin,' 
vegetable farmer, and E. M. Whytal,', 
farmer. > 

Wells did not mention his Impris-
oned son at the meeting, but others 
told the governor. The mayor, how-
ever, brought up discussion of mili-
tary aspects of the situation f rom 
another angle. 

"Almost none of the Japanese boys 
has been taken into the army," he 
said. "They have received defer-
ments for war necessity while our 
boys have been taken for duty Whv 
is this?" 

"Have you taken this up with 
your draf t board?" the governor 
asked. 

"They tell us the army doesn't 
want Japanese boys," Welis replied. 

"I think that is something to take 

up with Major Reed (state selective 
service director)," the governor de-
clared. "I intend to go into this 
whole situation very thoroly." 

JAPS BRINGING IN 
BEST MACHINERY. 

"I have a son overseas in. the 
army and I have promised to stick 
to the wheel here until he comes 
back to take over. I don't know, 
what there will be for him to come, 
back to, If this sort of thing con-
tinues I have been offered big 
prices to sell or rent, but I won't, 
do it. I 'm trying to keep our land 
and property for better purposes,1 
but what 's the use if other lands gOj 
into undesirable hands and ©U*J 
whole fu tu re is ru ined?" 

A. Hattendorf , a vegetable farmer, j 
said the Japanese were bringing in 
"the best, of f a rm machinery." H e j 
told of one Japanese who unloaded 
several costly pieces of equipment 
—"far more than he could possibly 
need for the forty acres he has. 
taken over." 

Governor Vivian told the delega-
tion its reports "indicate a very se-
rious situation-—one that I intend to 
get to the bottom of." 

"I suggest you gentlemen take 
this mat ter up with your county at-
torney, also the deputy district at 
torney in your county, and deter 
mine what legal questions are in 
volved," the governor said. "It is 
purely a legal question, but It raises 
what is probably as serious a prob-
lem as we will have af ter the war." 

The governor asked where the 
Japanese lived before coming to 
Adams county. 

Mayor Wells said he understood 
they came f rom California, Wash-
ington and other areas where Japa 
nese. have been evacuated. He said 
most of those buying the properties 
are newcomers. 

"We had Japanese before Pear 
Harbor, but not in the numbers we 
have now," the mayor said. "Before 
the war they were renters. Now 
they are landlords. 
ENTER ALL SORTS 
OF BUSINESSES. 

"It has come about gradually 
They had a Buddhist church before j 
the war, but it's growing into more 
of an institution every day. But the 
purchase of property is most alarm-
ing. It is one of those things that 
sneaked up on us. It started in a 
small way, and now in the last six 
months it has gone so far conceal-
mcnt is no longer possible." 

> Wells said there was "no question' 
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—r— J of Brighton and Adams county told Governor Vivian 
A r o u s e d l ^ l t i z e n s Tuesday that increased ownership of property by per-

sons of Japanese descent is a "grave threat" to their economic future. The governor (seated) 
is shown here going over some of their evidence. Standing are, left to right: Mayor Wells of 
Brighton, F. 8. Mancini, A.. Hattendorf, T. J. Luttrell and F. T. pemaree. 
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IVaier Users Board Condemns Plan 
Of People in 
To Japs as 
J] Recen t ' act ion, by the boa rd 'of 
a i rec to rá of the Ü n c b m p a h g r e Vál -
ley W a t e r Use rs ' assoc ia t ion in the 
f o rn i of á resolut ion cohdéhins the 
jit a t tide of p ë r m i t t i h £ J a p a h c s e 
jifeofrie to pu rchase land ih th i s 
á r e a oV dny p lace in t hè s t a t e of 
Colorado. 
I irit t i le p a s t severa l m o n t h s va r i -
ous commun i t i es over the s t a t e 
hâve p ro tes ted bi t téMy t h d t t he 
¡Japai tésé we rè büyir ig lip lands in 
m a n y sect ions of t h e s ta te . P ro -
t es t s hávé been t i led w i t h t he gov-
e rnb r a n d o the r skate a n d fede ra l 
o f f i cers , Var ious pbbl ic o f f ic ia ls 
h a v e ru led t h a t t he re is no law on 
' record wh ich p reven ts J a p a n e s e 
f r o m b u y i n g p r o p e r t y in the s ta te . 

The opinion of t he board of di-
r éc tb r s of t hé Wdtë t timers' associa-
t ion is t h a t thë-Cremédy f o t t h e 
whole condi t ion réktfc Vdtli t h e peo-
ple t l leri iseiveá; They dec lare t h a t 
t he people should r é f u s e to sell 
t h e m land. 

In m a k i n g known t h é resolut ion 
as passed by the assoc ia t ion board 
of d i rec tors , P r e s i d e n t W. J . Dodd 

j of t he assoc ia t ion n iadè Some eh-
( l ightër t ing c o m m e n t s ás fo l lows: 
S " I t is the opinion of t he w a t ë r 

users ' bo&rdi based upon the i r pafct 
ex^éHëHcé, t h á t t h e J á p á n e s e do 
n o t become a p a r t of t he commun i -
t ies in wh ich t hey .set t le; t h a t t hey 
a r e no t ass im i la ted by the wh i té 
r f tcë; t h a t asfarrt i feirè, â t ledst oii 
t he w e s t e r n slopë, the i r whole aini 
h a s been to m ine t h e land in an ef - J  
f o K t o m a k e quick p ro f i t s and iii 
t h e b á s t when p ro f i t s h a v e beeii 

! m a d e the money w a s sen t ou t o f . 
1 t h é c o m m u n i t y ; t h a t when t hey in-
\ cu r red losses i t w d s impossib le t o 

m a k e c'ollëction f r o m t h e m . Sub-
s t a n t i a l losses w e r e incur red á 

{ n u m b e r óf yeá rs ago by ou r mer -
; ' chan ts thrU dea l ings w i t h the J a p -

anese. 
i ,"Tlie remedy, of course, is for-
j t h é ítebfrlfe of t h é comh iün i t y to re-
[ fufee t o sel l t o them. However , t he ré 
[ a r é a l w a y s some w h o wil l p u t t l iéi ir 
! own se l i fsh i n te res t s above coin i 
I r r tuni ty i n t e res t s a n d to avttid thP 
i We feel t h a t t h e leg is la tu re shoull 
I e n a c t á p p r o p r i a t e l aws in th is corj 
I ntection:" 

SânbUr£ â n d MF. J iC . ICerr; tha i 
t l iéy bê ti^géll t c s u p p o r t t he pass ' 
âgé of a p p r o p r i a t e l aws t o e a r n 
ou t thé sp i r i t bf th i s reso lu t ion. j 

The above Tesblut iori v^as duljl 
passéd a t t he r e g u l a r mee t i ng oi 
the b e a r d held â t MontroSë, Colo., 
t h é 17th d a y of J a n u a r y , 1944. 

¡; B e a r d of D i r ec to r s of t he 
| U n c o m p a h g r e Val ley W a t e r 

U s e r s Associat ion, 
W. j . Dodd, P res iden t . 

H . fcj. Gal loway, sec re ta ry . 

i 

X A 

T h ë T é s o l u t ï o n fol lows? 
I t h a s been ca l led to t h e at teï i 

t t on of th i s boa rd t h a t f a rm i r i 
l ands in w e s t e n i Colorddo a r e b^ 
i ng pu rchdsed by Japdr iesë. Thai 
Jii pa r t i cu la r , a md te r i a l âc rèag 
h a s been pu rchased in M ë s à Coui! 
t y , edlbt-âdd; âtld S'dihë purchase 
m a d e on t h e U n c o m p a h g r e pro je t 
in De l t k cburi ty. 

i t ik t h é opihiori bf th is boar 
t h a i it'is f o r thë b ë i I n t e r e s t s < 
Colorado t h a t J a p a n e s e be no t pel 
milted td pu rchase bUi* lands. 

t h e r e f o r e , be i t resolved thf 
t ^ L n s o o ' a f c r g ^ O i r î ê t C ^ ^5 ^ ? ^ 

ing ltd opiniori t h a t sa les of ou r 
l ands Should h d t be m a d ë t o per -
sons of J a p a n e s e na t iona l i t y ; t ha t 
if such sa les a r e m a d e i t wi l l lëàè* 
tô t h e pu rchase of l a r£e a c r e a g e 
a h d the se t t l emen t of oUr p r o j e c t 
t o a l a r g e e x t e n t by the Japànésë j l 
t h a t t hey do n o t ass im i l a te w i t h 
t n e p res iden t res iden ts of Colorado; 
t h a t t h e y r é t a i n t he i r f o re ign lan-
guage , c u s t o m s a n d h a b i t ! t o a 
l a r g e ex ten t , a n d r e t a i n t i ie i r a l -

, leg iance to t h ^ Jdpane&ë govern-
men t , al l of wl l ich is in imica l t o t he 
bfest i n t e res t s of th i s communi ty , 

, W e t h e r e f o r e r ecommend t o the 
o f f i c ia ls of ou r s t a t e gové rnmeh t , 
inc lud ing the gove rno r à n d s t à t ë 
lég is la ture , t h a t la\fcrs b e; pdssèd 
t o p r e v e n t t h e acqu i r i ng of r ea l 
e â t â t e ho ld ing in t h e s t a t e of Colo-
r a d o by Jai>khésë dnd in p a r t i c u l a r 
J d p a n ë s e al iens. 

- W e f u r t h e r r ecommend and u r g e 
t h d t land o w n e r s on the U n c o m p a h -
g r e p ro j ec t r e f u s é ' t o Sell land t o 
J a p a n e s e ; t h a t rèa l e s t a t e a g e n t s 
r é f u s e t o t à k ë a n y p a r t in proposed 
sâ les of land t o Japanese , a n d t h a t 
t h e people^of t h i s cort imuri i ty as a 
bbdy m a k ê krioitoi: tHeir w ish dnd 
dfesire t h a t s e t t l e m e n t of J a p a n e s e 
iiii t h i s p ro jec t a r e a be n o t p e r m i t -
téd. 

,t Ôe i t f u r t h e r reso lvëd t h à t a copy 
ojf t h i s reso lu t ion Bë f i i rn isHed the 
n e w s p a p e r s w i th in t h e U n c o m p a h -
gite p ro j ëc t fof- friiblicatiort, ahd 
t f t a t a copy thereof be' sen t ; t o t he 
Hono rab ié Jbhh C. Viv iah, gbvër -
h b r of t h e s t a t e of Colorado, and 
tb ou r st&te Senators w h o reside in 
th i s p ro jec t , Àfr. C. fi. B la ihe ahd 
fttr. E d g a r W. B r a y ; and t o our 
s t a t e represehtkt iVeS, Mr . Ma r r y 
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TTTTY COUNCIL 

ENDORSES ELKS 
RESOLUTION 

Unanimous Vote tor Ac-
tion Opposing Further 
Japanese Settlement 

The city council by ¡ - B B S 
vote n t " ^ ^ " V o r s e m e n t to 
ff i S resolut ion: 

BF. IT RESOLVED. That Grand 
I Junct ion Lodge NO 575 13-j 
recommend to the Boara l h t , 
commissioners of; Mesa c o v m ^ ^ 

1 city cound l of G r a n d ^ u n 

service cluDS oi « „ { m o r . 
and Mesa county, ana a» t h e l r 
ganliat lons of Mcaa cou„ y 

g * S ? following sentfments h e r e 

r c W 
, hBPe it f u r the r reserved1 that 

T a r « K t f o n T 
Î 5 Î H, ,«h(Mld reconsider the t h ^ î i w of evacuation of peo-
problem ot evs f rom 
pie of Japanese " ¡heir original places « ^ 

s ^ E & r v s » 
r e U t r n t o t h e i r o r l g l n a l p l a c e s 

o t n f i t ' ' f u r t h e r resolved that 

or exchange of îanus .» 
t .county to persons of Japanese 

nativity. takei 
with the request that t n e j . 
af f i rmat ive or negative e t ar y 

qu'est S S f ! ^ W m ° f a C 

Son taken b y ^ h e m .M w B L C H 

Secretary. 

- I 

3 

CITIZENSHIP 
OF U. S. JAPS 
IS CHALLENGED 

C o lo radan S a y s N i p s 
N ever L ose F eal ty 

For E mpero r . 
The theory that American-born 

Japs are automatically American 
citizens, and as such cannot be pro-
hibited f rom purchasing fa rms or 

! other land in Colorado, was chal-
lenged Fr iday by Vincent Cope of 
For t Lupton, Colo., in a letter to 
Governor Vivian. 

Cope also sent the governor a 
copy of a letter he sent to Secre-

j tdry of State Hull a few weeks ago 
| questioning the constitutionality of 
! the present policy of regarding 
| all American-born Japs as citizens. 
The governor's only comment was 

I that the contention advanced by 
Cope is "interesting." 
FARMERS PROTEST 
JAP PURCHASES. 

A number of farmers in several 
Colorado communities have been 
protesting vigorously against Jap 
purchases Of fa rm lands In their 
neighborhoods. f 

"The fourteenth amendment of 
the United States constitution docs 
not by its terms confer citizenship 
upon everyone born 'within the 
United States'," Cope argued in his 
letter to Secretary of State Hull, 
"because to be a citizen one must 
also be 'subject to the jurisdiction 
thereof.' American-born Japanese 
are not subject to the jurisdiction of 
the United States because they have 
dual cltlfcenship which is based upon 
Japanese law and its application 
seems practically identical with ex-
patriat ion. 1 

EXPATRIATION WAS 
RECOGNIZED IN 1868. 

"The congress recognized ex-
patriat ion as early as 1868. The 
government of the land of bir th or 
naturalization must consent to ex-
patriat ion and the expatriate must 
renounce such government to dis-
solve his political connection there-
with. 

"The twenty-fourth article of the 
Japanese dual nationality law pro-
vides that 'A male of full 17 years of 
age or upwards does not lose Japa-
nese nationality, unless he has com-
pleted active service in the army or 
navy, or unless he is under no ob-
ligation to serve.' There can be 
no 'completed active service' (for a 
Jap) until death, nor can there be 
a living Japanese who is 'under no 
obligation to serve' because fealty 
to the emperor ends only ' with 
' death." 



I  NEW ORIVE STARTED 
TO BAR J A R Í L I E N S 

S enato r P res ton H eâds M o ve to P lac e I ssue o f 
L and Ow ners hip B efore V oters N ex t 

/ ¡ N o ve mbe r by P et i t i on. Po** £/to/</y • ' ' ^ ^ ¡ u l i 

Sponsors of an unsuccessful attempt to obtain legislative 
action against the ownership of Colorado property by Japanese 
aliens began a statewide movement Thursday to place the issue 
before the voters next November by petition, i ; ; 

State Senator Willard B. Preston (Rep.) of Adena, one of 
the proponents of the an ti- Jap 
resolution which was killed at thé 
second special session of thè gen-
e ra l assembly this week, announced 
as he left Denver for Brighton, he 
jwas going to rally support among 
' farmers and businessmen of Adams 
[county. . 
f "It will cost money to star t thé | 
-petition, but we'll raise it quickly," 
I Senator Preston said I ' l l put it 
up myself if necessary, and if any-
one believes this is a political move 
on my part, I'll tell them I don't 
ta re what they think. If it came] 
to that, I'd announce r ight now I 
wouldn't run for re-election. I be-
lieve, however, most people are 
with me." 

Senator Charles P. Murphy (Rep.) 
of Spicer, who also supported the 

(Turn to Page 8—-Col. 1.) 

NEW CAMPAIGN 
AGAINST JAP 

ALIENS STARTED 
(Continued From Page One.) 

resolution, said the petition would' 
' be filed with the secretary of state 
"within a few days." He believed 
there would be no diff iculty rais-
ing money to support the move-
ment. . 

"The farmers who stand to lose 
thousands of dollars f rom Japanese 
encroachment surely would be glad 
to pay the small amount needed to 
carry on the fight,' ' he declared. 

I t will cost several hundred dol-
lars to star t the petition, a title 
for which must come f rom the sec-
retary of state's office. The cost 
is for publication of the petition 
in every county of the state. 

To get the proposed amendment 
on the ballots, the petitions must be 
presented by March 6 with 26,943 
names on them. 
VETERANS WILL 
DISCUSS QUESTION. 

A public announcement f rom the 
Colorado headquarters of the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars said Depart-
ment Comdr. Clinton M. Gosorn had 
issued a special call to every post, 
and district commander for a meet-
ing at the veterans' home Sunday' 
to discuss the Japanese question. 

The members, he said, will dis-
cuss what the organization can do 
to "force the issue of permitt ing 
citizens the privilege of voting ti> 
prohibit Japanese aliens f rom own-' 
ing or possessing land or other prop-
erty in Colorado." 

"What competition can be offered 
by the wounded American soldier 
against the Japanese alien who is 
paid a salary and given all the privi-
leges of the relocation centers 
where everything is furnished?" 
Gosorn asked. "Our boys are given 
a discharge and told they must turn 
in their uniforms within ninety 
days, given $100 and told to shift 
for themselves. Will they think 
they have been treated fair ly while 
they have been away?" 
MOST LEGISLATORS 
HAVE GONE HOME. 

Most of the members of the as-
sembly left for their homes imme-
diately a f ter the second special ses-
sion adjourned at noon Wednesday 
a f ter the senate's rejection of the 
resolution by a 15-to-12 vote a f te r 
its overwhelming passage by the . 
house of representatives. 

Senator Preston said he would 
send copies of the petition to ali i 
support ing senators and represen-I 
tatives as soon as possible, adding:! 

"They will be able to do a lot of] 
good in their home districts andJ 
should get hundreds of signatures^ 
without effort. The people are anx4 
ious to sign them, I have found." J 



Pueblo, Colo. 

DATE. | tt  i\ 
P. 

B A R J AP L A N D PURCHASES 
The signatures of the three Pueb-

lo county commissioners headed a 
list of 65 landowners of the Avon-
dnle-Vineland distr ict on a petit ion 
addressed to Governor John C. 
Vivian to call a special session of 
the Colorado legislature to pass 
legislation prevent ing alien Jap-
anese f rom buying choice fa rm-
land in the s ta te of Colorado. 

Immediately fol lowing a meet ing 
of the principal landowners of the 
Avondale-Vineland district, a t the 
Banner school house, In which a 
talk on Americanism by W. M., 
Hunsaker keynoted the a f fa i r , the 
to Gov. Vivian was circulated. 

Hunsaker posed the question: 
"What was the use of buying 

bonds to take little coral islands 
f rom the Japs,' he asked "while 
our boys are f ight ing for America, 
and while so doing, the choicest 
land in the community which they 
will wan t to purchase when they 
come home Is taken over by the 
Japs?" 

Twenty-f ive fa rms In Crowley 
county and one in Pueblo county 
have been purchased dur ing the 
I past 10 days by Japanese aliens, 
iHunsaker disclosed Thursday noon 

MMEKI«.̂  

Temporary Snag 
(Cont inued f r o m Page 5) 

be cal led by the governor if cond i -; 

t ions wa r ran ted . 
The f i rs t special session ad- \ 

j ou rncd at 12:40 p. m. yes ter - j 
clay, a f t e r enact ing soldier vote j 
legislat ion. 

The call fo r t he second session' 
w a s issued a f te r a two -hou r meet-'1 

ing in the governor 's off ice, a t - j 
I t ended by At to rney Genera l I re -
I land, L ieu tenan t Governor Higby, ] 
! Speaker of the House Homer P e a r - j 
son, Repub l ican Senators Aver i l l 
C. Johnson and Wi l lard B. P res -
ton, Senato r Cur t is P. Ri tchie: 
(D.) , and Republ ican Reps. J a c k ; 
Evans, Dav id A. Hami l and L. D. 
Shotwel l J r . 

The cal l inc ludes also a p rov i -
sion for revis ion of the soldier-
vote legislat ion in case federa l ac-
t ion should a f fec t the Colorado 
legislat ion. 
i Fo l lowing the conference in the 
execut ive off ice, Governor Viv ian 
issued the fo l lowing s ta tement : 
" T h e call was issued on wha t 
seemed to be an overwhe lming de -
m a n d f r o m the people of Colorado. 

4,t a Lions club meet ing at the Vail 
hotel. 

Various other members of the 
group made ta lks against buying 
of land by alien Japanese. 

James Peabody then took over 

and gave an Inspir ing talk f o r the 
bet terment of the community. 

A committee, composed of Percy 
Sutcliff, E d "Sackllch, G e o r g e 
Smith, J im Colian, James Peabody, 
F r a n k Van Galder, C. S. Sanfórd, 
with W. M. Hunsaker as chai rman, 
was elected to contact anyone In 
the Vineland-Avondale area on the 
verge of leasing or selling land to 
alien Japs, for the purpose of dis-
uasión. 

Ñc LAND BUYING 
BY ALIEN JAPS 

' TO BE PROBED 
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51 Sign Letter 
To Gov. Vivian 
On Alien Property 
t Z — 
J F m y - y i e Greeley bus iness and 
professional men signed a let ter ad-
dressed to Governor John Cj Vivian 
¡which informed the governbr tha t 
Itlie s igners believe "something 
should be done to discourage the 
Ownership of rea l property by 

; The text of the le t ter sent 
Wednesday was: "We respectfu l ly 
urge tha t you give due consider-
ation to the request made to enact 
legislat ion relat ing to property 
r ights of al iens. 
fi "In the last two years the re has 
¡been a steady Influx of those, other 
!tlian of American nat ional i ty, mov-
i n g into th is area and we believe 
»something should be done to dis-
cou rage the ownership of rea l prop 
jerty by al iens." 

Governor S ugges ts T ha i 
\ Ow ners Have R e me dy 

r In Ow n H ands . 
An inquiry Into the reported pur-

chase of Colorado rura l and town 
propert ies by enemy aliens war* 
promised Saturday by Governor | 
Vivian a f te r he had received a let-
ter of protest f rom western slope 
f a rm and business groups. 

The protest was the third of Its 
kind presented to the governor 
within the week. 

"There is hardly any question of 
the r ight of any citizen to buy such 
property in Colorado," Governor 
Vivian said. "However, It is re-
ported alien Japanese are doing 
some of the buying. If this is true, 
I Intend to f ind out If it is legal. 

" I shall send the western slope 
let ter to Attorney General I reland 
with a request for his opinion on 
the mat ter . I would like to know 
whether aliens, and especially ene-
my aliens, can own real estate in 
Colorado." 

The governor said he would not 
call a special legislative session to 
go into the issue, as urged by the 
Western Coloradans. Refer r ing to 
the Jan. 28 special session on sol-
dier balloting, he asserted, "We have 
called the only extraordinary ses-
sion that 's going to be called unless 
something of foremost Importance 
arises." 

" I recognize a very serious situa-
tion In regard to the protests I have 
received this week, but the question 
Is purely one of legality." 

Governor Vivian said he had asked 
war relocation author i t ies whether 
enemy aliens had been released f rom 
the Amache camp near Las Animas, 
and was told some had been given 
f reedom some months ago, but not 
recently. The federal officials, he 
said, could not tell him whether any 
Japanese aliens were coming Into 
Colorado f rom other areas. 

The governor agreed one way to 
prevent the purchase of property by 
Japanese was for the owners to re-
fuse to sell it to them, even at the 
high prices reportedly being offered. 



Commissioners Rap 
Land Sales to Aliens 

Resolutions urging a curb on further federal acquisition 
of land proposing federal contributions in lieu of taxes on 
tax-exempt land, and calling for a ban on ownership of Colo-
rado land by aliens were approved at closing sessions of the 
Colorado Association of County Commissioners in the Sbir-
ey-Savoy Hotel here yesterday. 

Fn/lorol sir\ fnr Inpfll ru ra l roads 11 

l_,uiui i tuu ASBUUOWUU V/J. ^ywvw-j 
Jey-Savoy Hotel here yesterday. 

Federa l aid for local ru ra l roads 1 
in the pos t -war per iod, and re im- j 
bu rsemen t f r om the U. S. govern-
men t for county f unds spent for 
m e m y al ien assistance were also 
urged. 

Defense of State We l fa re De-
pa r tmen t author i ty to pay bur ia l 
benef i ts fo r old age pensioners was 
voted, and the Sta te We l fa re 
Board was asked to revoke the 
rev ised compensat ion p lan and 
salary increases "wh ich b r ing de- j 

• pn r tmen t employe salar ies above 
elected county off ic ials." \ 

Proposals fo r l iberal izat ion of 
Colorado statutes to permi t heav ier 
t ruck loadings on h ighways we re 
denounced. 

Elect ion of of f icers for 1944 con-
c luded business of t h e . th ree-day 
par ley . 

R. W. Lamber t , Agate, became j 
pres ident ; Wi l l iam F. Perk ins , 
Grand Junct ion, f i rs t vice pres i -
dent ; T. E. Breezely, second vice 
pres ident , and Claude ^Luekens, 
S teamboat Spr ings, th i rd vice 
pres ident . F red O. Pearce, B r i gh -

, was re-e lected secretary . 
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J AP ALIENS B U Y I N C 
CROWLEY  AND PUEBLb 
F A R M S , L IONS TOLD 

Twentv-f ive f a rms lr» Hrnwlev Twenty-f ive 
county and 
have b 
past 

ny-nve f a r m s in Crowley 
and one in Pueblo county 

>cen purchased dur ing the 
10 days by Japanese aliens, 

of the Lions club were told 

at BE 

past 10 days by Japanese aliens, 
members of the Lions club were told 
Thursday noon at the Vail hotel by 
Floyd Hunsaker , one of the spon-
sors of a meeting set for tonight 

anner school to draw a protest 
petit ion the state for a law 

ning ownership of land hv 
ns. 
ons voted its appreciat ion 

eation co»r 
the past. 

fk and 

and 
banr 
aliens. 

Lit 

by 

Lions voted its appreciat ion to 
the recreat ion commission for Its 
work in the past. 

Robert Gri f f in and Raymand 
Por ter gave two whistl ing duets. 

Lions and Lionesses will have a 
dinner-dance at the Pueblo Golf 
and Country club on Feb. 16. 
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Boulder Legion 
Favors Anti-Alien 
Droperty Laws 

SEHTINEL 

i R e d l a n d s P o w e r 

Group Opposes 1 
Jap Settlement 

«(rone Resolutions 
Pass Strong » 
Board of Directors Is Re 

e l e C t e a, „1 t he M « l . n 4 . 

project. t - rmlng Japanese! 
A resolution t e m m g l t l z e n Sl 

a s "undes i rab le bo th a t M 

and as ne lghbors ^ P ^  . 
week a t t h è coroP present 
meeting, » g * reelected j 
board of à^ectov  ̂ board ** 
to a one-year te rm. ^ s . 
composed of v i c e presi-

d e n t ; Charles ClymerJ 
k t k T s t n m T ^ Desser t 

«any fo r the p a w * t h c com-; 
board wll l r e o r g a m x e ^ m e e t l n ^ 
ing year at^ the r c o mp a n y 

rou Id er 
Èpn.'" 

„ Post No. 10, American 
vwVmt on record last n ight 

*», w .Jng an extra session of the 
legis lature to pass property laws, 
prevent ing al iens front acquir ing 

Colorado. Telegraif is to 1 land In , 
! th is effect wer 

-ado. Te legrams tc 
ie addressed to Gov, 
„ miriÀ Boulder 

Trevor Thomas 
ment commandei 
fholm. l. also of Denver, depart i 
ad ju tan t , -w i l l be present . Post 
program of the Le*ion will be 

{cussed. 
Membership 

... war 
Legion will be dis-

/lias reached 
¿are Donald 
ing, Hugl 

Ieph, Leona 

) of the Boulder post 
189. New members 

L. Dayton, W. A. H e r -
Cleveland, O. K. T— 

rd D. Tri eph, Leonard D. Tripp, Lynn G. 
Curtis, Roy V. Wyl ie and Christy 
W. P lank. . . • 

¿oh n C. Vivian, and to 
county's representat ives in the leg-
islature, Sen. Theo. G. Lashley, 
Representa t ives Lyman P. Weld 
and Lesl ie R. St< I «UU XV. ÖLCC1C, 

Much of thé meet ing was given 
jover to a discussion of the sub-dis-
j tr lct meet ing of the Legion to be 
¡held here Sunday, Feb. 6. The 
imeeting will be at the Legion hall. 
¿There will be a dinn~~ c  

r t , . , 
uer at 5. 
Denver, depart-

H , and M. L. Lyck-
also of Denver, depar tment 

MIJ 
l l n g

T h e annual repor t of t h e ^ 
cers showed t h e 
a n excel lent «na i , which. 
The bonded indebtean g 

covers « S j g f ^ ï » ^ ^ 
to have been r e a u o f f d U r . 

s s & A g f s s & W stal lat ion of t n e xv 

unanimously passea b e s Ub- l 

rnitte^d^ to e ^ ^ " J 

t he 

America are now defen  ̂ b y 

selves against a 
" ^ ^ S ? b i t 

terness engendered  ̂ a g a l s t 

I fllct and o p ef t u f * coun t r y , by the 
I t h e cit izens of th is co s ta tes , 

" ¡ f ^ ' ^ a . " n e i g h b o r . ; E t 

SOLVED by ' « . S and P » w « l 

hx^jri ¡11 
ISS - race and t ha t we area to re 

f&B^gtàd 
t ha t we hereby reques t a r e a 
W w h o serve the Rea l * 
in t h k »ale of any F Japanese 

L - I S ^ S & - F?- - $ 
non-alien. 
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( m A X ^ T U N C T I O N , Colo., Jan . 
15-—TAP ) ¿ - A commit tee of Mesa 
county residents, headed by Thomas 
W. Horde, Lorna f a r m e r , proposes 
t h a t tlio wa r re locat ion ap thor i t y 
case " to f u r t h e r recommend any 
area of Mesa county fo r re locat ion 
of people of Japanese nat iv i ty or 
c i t izenship." 

T h e commit tee also dec lared in 
resolut ion passed las t n ight t h a t 
til WRA. "should reconsider the 
problem of evacuat ion of people of 
Japanese nat iv i ty f r o m the i r ori-
ginili p laces of residence wi th the 
view flint the secur i ty of the Uni ted 
S ta tes wil l not he impai red by the i r 
r e t u r n 1<> the i r or ig inal places of 
residence." 

It was the second t ime ini two 
weeks (lie group had expressed op-
posit ion to se t t lement of Japanese 
011 f a r m s of the county. ) 

The commit tee announced cancel-
lilt ion of p lans fo r a publ ic meet-
ing in connection w i th the opposi-
tion J. II. Lewis of Denver, act ing 
relocat ion superv isor fo r the area, 
ndvisetl aga ins t such a meeting.. I l e 

also t j l u ' t l i e commit tee he had 
learned of only eight land scales 
in the Grand Junct ion a rea since 
the t r ans fe r of Japanese in land 
f r o m the west const ear ly in 1942. 
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WAR VETERANS 
: SUPPORT BAN 

i 1 

C olorado V . R W . on Rec -
ord for A m e n d m e n t to 
C o lo rado C ons t i tut ion. * 
Colorado Veterans Of Fore ign 

[Wars and a Spanish workers ' pro-
tective associat ion of Colorado and 
New Mexico declared the i r suppor t 
Monday of a peti t ion to place on 
the ballot In November an amend-
ment to the state const i tut ion mak¿í 
ing possible a law to bar al lenl 
Japanese f r o m holding proper ty in! 
Colorado. 

The V. F. W. s tate council, rep-
resent ing thir ty-nine posts in Colo*] 
rado, met in Denver Sunday af ter- ] 
noon and unanimously adopted the-
fol lowing resolut ion: 

"Be I t Resolved by the council of 
adminis t rat ion, depar tment of Cofo-
rado, V. F . W. of the United States, 
That the council go on record as 
being opposed to alien property own-
ership in Colorado and tha t the} 
council support any re ferendum o r j 
pet i t ion, t ha t will car ry out th is ! 
idea." 

Joseph J . Jacques, Junior s ta te ! 
vice commander , announced t h t j 
action, 

F red Sanchez of Antonlto, Colo.,J 
secretary- t reasurer of the Sociedad] 
Protección Mutua De Traba jadores 
Unides, wrote Monday to T H E 
D E N V E R POST tha t the organiza-
tion wants to "help force the issue 
of permi t t ing cit izens the privi lege 
of vot ing to prohibi t Japanese aliens 
f rom owning or possessing land or 
other property in Colorado by clrcu* 
lat ing pet i t ions to pu t on the No-
vember ballot the const i tut ional 
amendment re jected by the s ta te 
senate." 

"We are not glad," Sanchez stated, 
*'to hear of the atroci t ies the Japa-
nese have commit ted against our 
boys, f r iends, members of th is lodge 
and all good cit izens of the United Sta tes / 
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RESIDENT TELLS HOW 
OT E RO COUNTY  HAS 

K EPT OUT J AP ANESE 
How residents of the western part of Otero county have 

kept Japanese from taking over farms and businesses as they 
have in other parts of Colorado was described Saturday in a let-
ter to THE DENVER POST from Chester Norton of Fowler. 

By erecting a solid front of anti-Japanese sentiment, Norton 
said, the people in the area have 
been successful in keeping unwant-
ed persons from settl ing there and 
have induced one Japanese, who 
moved in earlier, to leave, obtaining 
another lessee for the property he 
had taken over. 

PROTEST PETITION 
USED AS WEAPON. 

Norton told his story to THE 
POST at the suggestion of State 
Representative James A. Jones of 
Manzanola, who backed anti-Japa-
nese legislation in the recent unsuc-
cessful second special session of the 
thi i ty-fourth general assembly. 

"About six weeks ago,"» Norton 
wrote, "it became known that a 
landlord who lives in another state 
had leased his two fa rms in this 
neighborhood to Japanese. 

"One of my neighbors came to me 
and we decided on a time and place 
for a meeting. About forty men as-
sembled and decided to circulate a 

I  petition of protest, then interview 
the Japs who held the lease. 
J A P RELIEVED 
OF HIS LEASE. 

"The petition was prepared and 
we obtained around 275 signatures. 
Then a committee of ten men called 
on the Japanese, showed him the 
petition and explained the people's 
a t t i tude 

"While there, we obtained his 

promise to sell his lease if we could \ 
get him as much cash as he had 
paid out. In a few days we sue-' 
ceeded in selling his lease to an-, 
other party. 

"We are now preparing to or-
ganize for a petition campaign to 
place the amendment Representa-
tive Jones intrbduced, and which 
the senate kUi<^, on the November 
ballots." A . 
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PETITION TO BAR J AP ALIENS 
\ FROM COLORADO LAND FILED 
F ive A da ms C o unt y S pons o rs H ope for S uf f i c ient 

S igna tures to P lac e P ropos a l on | 
N o ve mbe r Bal lots . t M » 

V 
Five Adams county businessmen and farmers filed with 

the secretary of state Thursday a petition to amend the Colorado 
constitution so as to bar Japanese aliens from owning real estate 
property in the State. The group, leaders in an unsuccessful 
fight to obtain similar action by the legislature in its recent 
second special session, hope to get. Going fur ther into the Japanese 
nearly 27,000 signatures on the pe- ownership question than any of the 

the extent of the vested rights al-
ready acquired and guaranteed by 
law, as to which may be made by 
law for the dissolution, liquidation 
or termination thereof." 

State officials began Immediate 
preparation of a title for the pro-
posed amendment. Meanwhile, a 
statewide campaign for signatures 
was being organized. Members of 
the house and senate who backed 
the legislation were èxpected to take 
an active part in their districts and 
various veterans' organizations were 
being rallied to support thè petition. 

tition by March 6. Thé proposal 
then could go on.the November elec-
tion ballots. 

23 J aps, but Not 
3,000, Buy Land ! 
In Adams County 

PplyCVI Japanese t *ve bought 
m m Adams County in the last 

ye/rs, despite charges that 

1 

more 
have 

tnan 3,000 such purchases 
been made by Japanese 

aliens alone, according to records 
m the county clerk and recorder 's 
office in Brighton. 
Legislation Sought 

A survey going back more than 
two years was made about two 
weeks ago,« showing that 23 par-« 
eels of land had been trans^ 
ferred to Japanese, the recorder's 
office reported in a telephone con-
versation to The Rocky Mountain 
News. The survey included land 
purchased both by Japanese n a -
tionals and American citizens of 
Japanese descent. 

A group of Colorado legislators 
has called for a special session to 
Place a constitutional amendment 
prohibit ing purchase of land by 
Japanese nationals on the ballot 
in the November election 
7,961 at Large 

In calling for the special session/ 
Rep. L. D. Shotwell J r . (R.), 0f 
Aurora, wrote Governor Vivian 
that more than 3,000 purchases of 
¡and by Japanese nationals had! 
been made in Adams County r«H 
cently. . 

There are an estimated 7 961 
Japanese in the state, exclusive of 
those in relocation centers. About 
2,000 of these are Japanese n a -
tionals, half of them women 
cording to estimates. 

three plans rejècted. by the general 
assembly, the petition would allow 
the legislature to pass laws on alien 
property' rights, but in the absence 
of such legislation would deny Japa-
nese aliens all right to own real es-
tate. 

GOES FURTHER THAN 
ASSEMBLY MEASURES. 

I t would make it impossible, ex-
cept by specific legislation, for any 
Japanese national to own property 
as a member of a corporation, as 
by shares or voting privileges. 

Sponsors whose names were writ-
ten on the original petition as filed | 
Thursday were Mayor J. William J 
Wells, F. T. Demaree, George J. 
Mancirti and Albert H. Hattendorf, 
all of Brighton, and C. H. Bell of 
Keenesburg. 

Milnor E. Gleaves, Denver lawyer, 
who drafted the petition at request 
of the. group, said he believed it 
would meet the wishes of most of 
those who sought anti-Japanese 
legislation at the special session of 
the assembly. ' 

PROVISIONS OF 
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS. 

The amendment proposed by the 
petition would change the consti-
tution to read: 

"Aliens eligible to citizenship in 
the United States may acquire, in-
herit, receive, possess, hold, enjoy 
and dispose of property, real and 
personal. Provision shall be made 
by law for the right and power of 
aliens who are or shall become in-
eligible to citizenship to acquire, 
inherit, receive, possess, hold, en-
joy or dispose of real property, or 
any right, title, control or interest 
therein; or otherwise there shall 
be no such right or power as to 
them, directly or indirectly, or by 
the attempted use of shares or voW 
ing privileges, excepting only to 

fa 

/c/y 
f 

S t a r t s M o v e m e n t ^ / v i ;1 

T o H a l t B u y i n g o f 

L a n d b y J a p a n ^ W 

movement is get t ing under-
way in $2ht County to urge Gov. 
John c V v i v i a n to call a special 
sessioiy of the state legislature 
to pass a law prohibi t ing al ien 
purchase of Colorado land, it was 
reported today. 

The La,s Animas Chamber of 
Commerce, the Bent County com-
missioners, the Lions- and Kiwanls 
Clubs, and many- indiv iduals have 
beencontacted with the purpose 
of maft ing the position of the 
communi ty clear to Governor Vi-
v ian. > ' ' 

Protest against purchase of 
land in the s tate by Japanese has 
been voiced in many communit ies 
and Governor Vivian has the 
problem under study , and advise-
ment now. 

ac-



Colorado House Votes 
I 

Alien Land Measure 
(Continued f rom Page 5) 

we are not abrogating the Bill of 
Rights." 

Pointing out that he lived near 
the WRA Japanese relocation 
camp at Amache, Rep. C. R. Strain, 
(R.) of Lamar said the 8,600 per-
sons of Japanese ancestry at the 
center are wards of the govern-
ment the same as people in public 
hospitals. Eighty percent of the 
Amache population, he said, are 
American born and those disloyal1 

to the United States have been 
weeded out by the army, the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation and 
the WRA. 

"The state should not dis-
criminate against any minority 
group because a few communi-
ties have problems they can't 
solve," he said. "Japanese-
owned stores in Brighton and 
Rocky Ford can't succeed unless 
they are patronized by persons 
of other nationalities. This pro-
posal is prompted by jealousy 
and prejudice." 
A plea for fu r ther information 

on alien land ownership in Adams, 
Weld, Crowley and Otero Counties 
was made by Rep. Ar thur A. 
Brooks Jr., (R.) of Denver, who 
pointed out his brother is a pr is-
oner of the Japanese. He read a 
te legram f rom V. H. Spensley of 
Albuquerque, president of the Ba-
taan Relief Assn., urging the Leg-
islature to drop the proposed Jap -
anese ban. 

"Let 's not do anything to pre ju-
dice the chances for l i fe of the 36,-
000 American prisoners of the Jap -
anese," Mr. Brooks said. He dis-
played a sheaf of 25 messages f rom 
Denver constituents, opposing the 
legislation and said he had not a 
single request for support of the 
proposal. 

Rep. Floyd E. Cobb, (R.), a 
Denver meat market and hotel 
owner, said he made a canvass of 

Denver businessmen, "who are too 
busy to come up here and tell the 
Legislature what they want," and 
all favor banning Japanese prop-
erty ownership. 

"The government loves the 
Japs," Mr. Cobb said, "at least 
OPA does. One who bought an 
18th st. hotel was allowed to 
raise room rents $1, but I can't 
do it. We don't want cheap 
labor in Colorado. When I was 
on WPA I worked alongside 
Mexicans, who were paid the 
same wages as I got, and I 
didn't like it." 

In a sergeant's uni form wasj 
Rep. Wayne W. Hill (R.) of Den- j 
ver, who f lew to Denver in an; 
army plane yesterday to at tend 
the session. Representative Hill 
has been discharged f rom the; 
army to apply for a commission in 
AMG or accept a commission as a 
medical entomologist, for which 
he has been recommended, he said. 

"I am as horr i f ied as anyone at 
Japanese atrocities and I hope to 
have an opportunity to retaliate,": 
Representative Hill said. "But we 
should distinguish our Japanese 
enemy f rom the American citizen 
of Japanese ancestry. 

"Once you take one freedom 
f rom a minority you can take all 
the freedoms f rom the majority^ 
Are we, by our votes, going to tell 
the world Colorado does not want1 

to operate under a democracy? 
This proposal violates one of the 
basic canons of f reedom for which 
you expect us to give our lives to 
defend. 

" I have been cautioned that I 
will be sorry if I vote against 
this amendment. My reply is 
that I am just as willing to die a 
political death as I am to die in 
battle to preserve American 
freedom." 
A roll call vote on the proposed 

amendment will be taken when 
the House convenes at 10 a. m. 
today. 
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Colorado House Votes 
Alien Land Measure 
On Second Reading 

By NEIL K I M B A L L i ( I 
Rocky Mountain News Writer f / V 

The Colorado House of Representatives passed on sec-
ond reading yesterday, by a 42-to-13 standing vote, a resolu-
tion to place on the November ballot an amendment which 
proposes to prevent land ownership by Japanese aliens. 

The vote came a f t e r Repub l i -
can leaders Jack Evans of Grand 
Junc t ion and W. A. Car lson of 
Greeley had m a d e e f fo r ts to stop 
debate and Car lson had accused 
his fe l low Repub l icans of " a t -
tempt ing a f i l ibuster . " 
Up for F ina l Reading: 

The resolut ion wi l l come before 
the House on f ina l read ing at 10 
a. m. today and mus t mus te r 44 
votes on a rol l cal l to pass. To fc>6 
placed upon the bal lot a two-
th i rds ma jo r i t y (44 votes in the 
House) is necessary in each house. 
The Senate has yet to act on the 

| proposal in i ts p resen t fo rm, a 
compromise, decided upon a f te r 
acr imonious debate yesterday. 

Governor Viv ian predic ted 
yes terday that " the proposal wil l 
have tough s ledding In the Sen-
ate," whe re 24 of the 35 votes 
are necessary. 

F ive Republ ican senators wil l 
vo te against the measure , he p r e -
dicted, and added he had been in -
fo rmed by Senator Cur t is P . 
Ritchie, Democrat ic f loor leader, 
tha t eight Democrat ic senators are 
opposed to passage. Fou r senators, 
th ree Democrats and Char les E. 
Coll ins (R.) of K i t Carson, have 
been excused. 

Yesterday 's debate was par t ic i -
pated in exclusively by Republ ican 
House members . A ma jo r i t y of 
the Democra ts voted fo r second 
read ing passage. 
Amendmen t Adopted 

An amendmen t , p repared S u n -
day by the Const i tu t iona l A m e n d -
ments Commit tee, was adopted 
on mot ion of Cha i rman Donald 
Lesher , (R. ) , of Denver . The 
proposal , if adopted in November , 
Mr. Lesher said, would "proh ib i t 
land ownersh ip by Japanese n a -
t ionals w i thou t f u r t h e r legis la-
t ive act ion." 

The fac t t ha t more than 4,000 
persons of Japanese ancest ry 
have taken up res idence In 
Colorado since Pear l Harbor Is 
ev idence of the need for such 
an amendmen t , he argued. 

The proposal as approved in the 
House provides-: "Al iens who are 
or may he rea f te r become bona 
f ide res idents of th is s ta te m a y ac-
qui re , inher i t , possess, en joy and 
dispose of p roper ty , rea l and per -
sonal, as na t i ve born ci t izens; p ro -
vided, however , t ha t t he p roper ty 

r ights of »l iens who are, or m a y 
he rea f te r become, inel igible to 
qua l i fy as cit izens of the Uni ted 
States, and the proper ty r ights of 
a l iens who, a l though eligible to 
become cit izens, fai l or re fuse to 
become cit izens, shal l be as now 
or he rea f t e r prescr ibed by law, 
and the disposit ion o% such p rop -
er ty r ights or p roper ty of such 
al iens may be prescr ibed by law, 
any o ther provis ions of the Con-
st i tut ion of the Sta te of Colorado 
to the con t ra ry no tw i ths tand ing . " 
Called Too Restr ic t ive 

In opposing the amendmen t , 
Rep. Cl i f ford E. Morgan (R. ) , 
Denver , said it was "too res t r i c -
t ive on f u t u r e legis latures." 

Defend ing t h e , proposal, Rep. 
L. D. Shotwel l J r . (R.) of Auro ra 
said "Governor Viv ian's purpose 
in cal l ing the Leg is la ture was to 
set up bar r ie rs against the J a p a -
nese. The yel low race was not 
known when our Const i tu t ion was 
wr i t ten . Today We know it is not 
to be t rus ted. " 

Pleading: fo r adopt ion of the 
al ien land ban, Rep. Claude W. 
B lake (R.) of Denver said he 
was undecided as to how he 
would vote on the proposed 
a m e n d m e n t if it were submi t ted 
nex t fa l l , because he had no 
ha t red against any enemy al ien. 

"Yet it is Fascism," he added, 
" to re fuse to al low the people of 
the s ta te to vote on an impor tan t 
mat te r . " 

Charg ing the Legis la ture would 
depar t f r om the Bill of Rights in 
the Sta te and Nat ional Const i tu -
t ions if the proposal w e r s passed, 
Rep. F red E. Bear (R.) of Sp r i ng -
f ield made an impassioned address 
against the resolut ion. He sug-
gested tha t Mayor J . W. Wells of 
Br ighton, who charged at a p u b -
lic hear ing Sa tu rday tha t " the 
Japs are tak ing our county, " cal l 
upon the cit izens of Adams Coun -
ty to sign a p ledge of a l legiance 
not to sell p roper ty to undes i r -
able persons. 
' Japs Are L iabi l i ty ' 

"The Japanese have become a 
l iabi l i ty in t ime of war , " Rep. Les -
l ie R. Steele (R.) of Boulder r e -
pl ied to Representa t i ve Bear» " I n 
singl ing out this one group, as p ro -
tect ion to our f o rm of government , 
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Spanish-Speaking 

Americans Meet 

Adopt Resolution Against 

Amendment 3 on Fall Ballot 

A resolution opposing amendment 
No. 3, called the "alien land amend-
ment," and urging Its dëfeat a t the 
polls in November, was adopted 
Sunday at the closing session of the 
state convention o£ the Allanza 
Hispano-Americano, a national Span-
ish language, f ra terna l organization, 
a t the YWCA bulldlhg. 

"Amendment- No. 3," the resolu-
tion reads, "Is an undemocratic and 
discriminatory • a t tack <• upoi\ racial 
and religious minorities. Tlio on the 
surface • it af fects only those of 
Oriental descent, yet we believe Ms 
purpose, is to at tack the r ights of all 
minority groups. I t may indeed be 
¡viewed as an opening wedge for 
racial and religious Intolerance on a 
broad scale. I ts spirit is that of the 
KU Klux Klan. 
! "We believe that adoption of this 
amendment would play directly into 
the hands of the Japanese' military 
propagandists In the Fa r East and 
would fu r ther endanger the lives of 
American prisoners of • war held by 
Japan. 

"Adoption of the amendment would 
result In ut ter confusion of real es-
tate titles and would greatly In-
crèaso the cost of real estate t rans-
fers. 
, "In addition to the, foregoing rèa-

sons the amendment is useless any-
way. Even If adopted It would not 
exclude Orientals f rom holding land 
In Colorado.' I t could easily be 
èvàdéd, as similar laws have been In 
Cali fornia. and Washington,. b^ thé j 
simple device of t ransferr ing title to» 
à fr iend ôr relative who is a citizen.", 

L. G. Flôrez, tuéblo, and F rank 
Romero, DènVèr, . were elected 

delegates to a national meeting of 
the organization, ivhlch is to be held 
at Tucson,, Ariz,, August ',21. ^ 
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JAP RESOLUTION 

ÏS APPROVED BY 
PALISADE LIONS 

The Pal isade L ions club board 
of d i rectors last n igh t endorsed a 
resolut ion or ig inat ing in t he Grand 
Junc t ion Elks lodge, opposing any 
purchase of land in Mesa county by 
persons of Japanese nat iv i ty or cit i-
zenship. The resolut ion also asked 
tha t t he War Relocat ion Author i ty 
no t encourage any se t t lement OT 
Japanese in t he county. 

Max Sisson, Pa l isade L ions sec-
re tary , said t he c lub membersh ip 
approved the resolut ion in whold 
last week, the board add ing i ts en-
dorsement last n ight . 
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February 9, 1944 



petitions to place the proposal on the November ballots. , . f f k j s f y j j / ^ 
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Willard Preston. 
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ANTI-J APANESE PETITION FILED 
WITH 8,000 NAMES TO SPARE 

P lea to Give Servic e M e n S tate J ob P referenc e 
A lso U nder Wi re , A s s ur ing F our A me nd -

me n t P ropos a ls on B al lot . . 
Petitions bearing1 the names of 38,146 Coloradans were filed 

with the secretary of state late Monday to guarantee a popular 
vote next November on a proposed constitutional amendment 
which would forbid Japanese aliens to own real state in the state. 

A short time later the American Legion and other veterans' 
groups filed petitions with 29,473 
names for another amendment giv-
ing service men pr their widows 
preference in state civil service ex-
aminations. 

These made four proposed amend-
ments to be voted on in the general 
election. The other two would make 
women eligible for service on juries 
and insure full benefits under the 
state $45-a-month old-age pension 
law by t ransferr ing sums annually 
f rom the state treasury. 

The women's Jury service pro-
posal was referred to the people by 
action of the thir ty-fourth general 
assembly last year and will appear 
f irst among the Tour on the ballots. 

Second place goes to the pension 
amendment, for which petitions, 
carrying 48,673 names, were filed 
Saturday. I t Was sponsored by the 
National Annuity; league, pension 
organization. 

The anti-Japanese measure will 
appear third and the veterans' pref-
erence fourth, Walter Alexander,' 
chief clerk in the secretary of state's 
office, announced. Monday was the 
deadline for such proposals. 

Statehouse observer^ termed the 
achievement of the anti-Japanese 
organization little short of phenom-
enal. In f i f teen days the group con-
ducted a statewide driv? for signers 
and obtained far more than the 26,-
943 names required to get their pro-
posal on the ballots. Many had pre-
dicted they would fail because of 
the shortness of time. \ 

Leaders in the campaign were 
Mayor J. William Wells of Brighton, 
whose son has been unheard f rom 
since the fall of Bataan, where he 
was serving with the army; State 
Senator Willard Preston (Rep.) of 
Adena, who sought unsuccessfully 

to pilot an anti-Japanese resolution 
thru the senate in the recent second 
special sesson of the legislature, and 
a mil i tant group of businessmen and 
farmers. 

I t was Preston who stood up In 
the senate af ter it had killed the 
measure and declared: "We aren't 
giving up. We'll go out into every 
corner of the state and get this on 
the ballots anyway." 

Several senate associates tried to 
discourage him, telling him It was a 
"hopeless task." 

A jubilant group of Adams county 
citizens took the petitions, armloads 
of them, f rom Brighton to the cap-
itol Saturday. They announced they 
were sett ing up an organization to 
campaign for a favorable vote on 
the admendment. 

» m 
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By Aliens Hit a Temporary Snag 

—Rocky Mountain News Photo. 
PROPONENT, OPPONENT, PEACEMAKER—Three Colorado legislators with divergent 

views on alien legislation confer with Attorney General Gail L. Ireland. Rep. Vernon 
Cheever (left) has a peace plan to delay action while factual data is gathered, if Rep. 
L. D. Shotwell Jr. (right) is unable to overcome the opposition being mobilized by Rep. 
Arthur S. Brooks (second from left) against the proposed legislation. Mr. Ireland (third 
from left) says: "Don't ask me, boys." 
Three proposals for amendment of the Colorado Constitution, designed to prohibit Jap 

aliens from owning property in the state, ran into rough sledding, at least temporarily, 
¡in the State House of Representatives last night. 

Whi le the House met in a n ight 
session devoted largely to passage 
of a bi l l f o r $9,715 for expenses of 
t he second special session, called 
yes terday t o . consider the J a p 
proper ty issue, t he const i tut ional 
amendments commi t tee of the 

I lower chamber took the th ree p ro -
posed amendments unde r consid-

i erat ion. 

Proposals Are Delayed 
A f te r more than two hours of 

j del iberat ions, the commit tee re -
p o r t e d the proposals wi l l be held 
' up pending f u r t h e r invest igat ion 
i of the quest ion. 
\ Rep. Donald M. Lesher (R ) , of 
Denver , cha i rman of the cornmit-

| tee, made th is announcement as 
Jrthe group ad jou rned for the n ight : 
j» "The commit tee appears -to be 
¡neut ra l on the ma t te r and made 
no recommendat ion . This is too 
impor tan t a mat te r to decide unt i l 
w e have f u r t h e r in format ion . 

"Legis lators should no t be 

st i tut ional amendment , cit izens 
of nat ions wi th whom the United 
States is at war , and who are 
not eligible for ci t izenship, f r o m 
buy ing or holding proper ty . This 
wou ld apply only to Jap al iens. 

A t an open meet ing presided 
over by Rep. Donald M. Lesher 
(R.), Denver , A t to rney Genera l 
Gail I re land and Deputy Lawrence 
Hink ley were asked if the pro-
posed resolut ions would fa l l afoul 
of const i tut ional restr ict ions. The 
a t torneys re fused to answer unt i l 
they had given the mat te r more 
s tudy, bu t I re land said he had 
studied the Shotwel l proposal and 
bel ieved it to be defendable in the 
Sup reme Court . 
Could o w n Nothing 

"If the amendmen t (proposed by 
Representat ive War ren ) carr ies no 
al ien can own or acqui re p rop-
er ty unless the Legis lature sees f i t 

o ther lawyer at the hear ing, said. 
Severa l Denver min is ters a t tend -
ed the hear ing, bu t did not speak 
on the subject . 

No vocal opposit ion to the p ro -
posals developed yesterday, but a 
n u m b e r of legislators said they 
would oppose ef for ts " to ra i l road 
an amendmen t th rough w i thout 
fu l l and complete discussion." A n -
other publ ic hear ing wil l be he ld 
in the House chamber at 1 p. m . 
today, at which any organizat ion 
or cit izen may state his posi t ion 
on the proposals, Cha i rman Lesher 
announced. » 
Oppose Alien Legislat ion 

Legislators yesterday rece ived 
telegram^ f r o m Rev. Louis Kaub , 
pres ident of the Methodist M i n i s < 
ter ia l Association, and K e n n e t h i 
Smi th of the Social Action C o m -
mi t tee opposing the al ien legisla-
t ion as un-democrat ic , unchr is t ian 
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from left) says: "Don't ask me, boys." 

in the State House of Representatives last night. 
While the House met in a night 

session devoted largely to passage 
of a bil l fo r $9,715 for expenses of 
the second special session, called 
yesterday t o . consider the Jap 
proper ty issue, the consti tut ional 
amendments committee of the 
lower chamber took the three pro-
posed amendments under consid-

' erat ion. 
proposals Are Delayed 

st i tut ional amendment , citizens 
of nat ions with whom the United 
States is at war , and who are 
not eligible for citizenship, f rom 
buying or holding property. This 
would apply only to Jap aliens. 

At an open meet ing presided 
over by Rep. Donald M. Lesher 
( R ) , Denver, At torney General 
Gail I re land and Deputy Lawrence roposais Are u e i a j e u ^d i i ¿ ^ i a u u , r. r, __ 

Af ter more than two hours of Hinkley were asked if the pro 
... i: , i n r y i m i t t f » P VP- v ^ ^ o ^ l f o c n l l l t i n n s W O U l d f a l l a f O U deliberations, the committee re-

ported the proposals wil l be held 
up pending fu r the r investigation 
of the question. 

Rep. Donald M. Lesher (R) , of 
Denver, cha i rman of the commit-
tee, made this announcement as 
kthe group ad journed for the night : 
£ "The committee appears to be 
neut ra l on the mat ter and made 
no recommendat ion. This is too 
impor tant a mat ter to decide unt i l 
,we have fu r the r informat ion. 

"Legislators should not be 
called upon to vote unt i l both 
sides have been given oppor-
tuni ty to be heard. If the pub-
lic meet ing (called for 1 p. m. 
today) br ings out only those who 
arc opposed to the measure, f u r -
ther publ ic hear ings wil l be 
called next week, when residents 
of the communit ies in which 
Japanese land owners are re -
ported to be a vi tal issue may 

be heard. . 
"Al l proposals wil l be held in 

committee pending these hea r -
ings." , 

Scheduled to appear at t o d a y s 
hear ings are W. W. Grant , Rt. Rev. 

. John R. Mulroy, Dean Pau l Rob-
er ts and S. Ar thur Henry, among 
those opposing the measures, and 
a group of Nor thern Colorado 
fa rmers , who have announced 
they wil l come to Denver today 
to speak in favor of the proposed 
legislation. , 

i If approved by two- th i rds of the 
1 two houses, the bil ls wil l be re -

fer red to the electorate in No-
vember. k 

Offer Resolutions 
Rep James A. Jones (R.), Man-

zanola; Rep. Cl i f ford E. Morgan. 
(R.), Denver, and Rep. N. J . Mil-
ler ( R ) , Eaton, of fered a reso-
lut ion which gives the legislature 
the power to prescribe laws> gov-
erning the acquisit ion, inheri tance, 
possession, en joyment an\i dispo-
sition of proper ty by aliens. 

Rep. Wil l iam N. Warren (R.), 
Denver , of fered a similar resolu-
tion, bu t l imited its provisions to 
J a p aliens. . 

Rep. L. D. Shotwel l J r . (R.), 
Aurora, would prohibi t , by con-

XJUIUViCJ VV*,".y, — - -
posed resolutions would fa l l afoul 
of consti tut ional restr ict ions. The 

other lawyer at the hearing, said. 
Several Denver ministers a t tend-
ed the hear ing, but did not speak 
on the subject. 

No vocal opposition to the p ro -
posals developed yesterday, but a 
number of legislators said they 
would oppose ef for ts " to rai l road 
an amendment through wi thout 
fu l l and complete discussion." A n -
other public hear ing wil l be he ld 
in the House chamber at 1 p.. m . 
today, at which any organization of consti tut ional restrict ions, xue lopay, at w m u . - ---

at torneys refused to answer unti l or citizen may state his posit ion 
, ^ mat ter more nn the nronosals. Chai rman Lesher they had given the mat ter more 

study, but I re land said he had 
studied the Shotwell proposal and 
believed it to be defendable in the 
Supreme Court. 
Could Ottt t Nothing 

"If the amendment (proposed by 
Representat ive Warren) carr ies no 
alien can own or acquire prop-

yji c i tucu »™-v —" «-r 
on the proposals, Chai rman Lesher 
announced. . ;. * 
Oppose Alien Legislation 

Legislators yesterday received 
telegram^ f rom Rev. Louis Kaub, 
president of the Methodist M i n i s t 
teriäl Association, and Kenne th 
Smith of the Social Action Com-
mit tee opposing the alien legisla-alien can ^ ^ P ^ — ^ S c ra t i c , > c h r i S t i a n 

erty unless the l eg i s la tu re sees t u q {  ̂ T h e y U f g e d 

to grant him the r ight," Dexter 
Blount, Denver at torney, invited to 
address the House, said. 
' "If the amendment is adopted 
and the Legislature takes no ac-
tion, no alien can own property in 
Colorado—land, clothing or auto-
mobile." 

In answer to a question by 
Representat ive M o r gan, Mr. 
Blount said the proposal seemed 
to follow thrj pat tern of the Cal-
i fornia statute, which has been 
successful ly defended in the U. 
S. Supreme Court. 
The. legislative proposals prob 

ably would be upheld in the Su 
preme Court. Beninmin ^ 

liun a a uu-uwuvv— 
and a product of hate. They urged , 
the appointment of a fact - f ind ing 
investigating committee before ac-
tion is taken. r Ti _ 

A resolution to set up a fac t -
f inding committee of three rep re -
sentat ives and two senators to 
thoroughly investigate the subject 
of alien land holding wàs prepared 
by Reps. Vernon Cheever (R-). 
of Colorado Springs, and Huber t 
Henry (R.), of Denver. If i t 
meets with lavor in the House they 
wil l m o w for immediate ad jou rn -
ment of the special session unt i l 
the investigation is completed, 
af ter which another session could 

i r - A . . Viin> 111 



COLORADO HOUSE TQtGC 
i ANTI-J AF», BILL MONDAY  
LAND HOLDING 
DEDATE HEARD 
BY COMMITTEE 

Oppo nent s of B an Out -
numbe r T hos e S peak -

i ng for P ropos a l . 

T T J A  'A 1 • a question precipitated by numerous recent 
J a p L iana u w n c r s i l i p j  purchases of land and businesses by Japanese 
in several Colorado counties, i drew forth many views at a public hearing in the special ses-
sion of the Colorado general assembly Saturday. Speakers appeared on both sides of the 19 am 
question: Shall a constitutional amendment to prohibit ownership of Colorado property by 
Japanese aliens be submitted to the voters in November? Sdme of the spokesmen are shown. 

W. W. GRANT, 
Denver Attorney. 

(Turn to Page 10—Col. 1.) 
O O 

T HRE A T T O 'B U R N 
OUT N I P S ' HEA RD 
O N W E S T S L OP E 

A threat to "burn the Japs out 
if they .nove into our district" was 
reported Saturday by a prominent 
western slope rancher, one of many 

~ residents 

SERGT. JAMES GOZAWA, 
Japanese-American' Soldier, 

A resolution to place on the 
Colorado election ballots in 
November a proposed constitu-
tional amendment barring alien 
Japanese from owning property 
in the sta^e will be reported out of 
committee Monday for action of 
the thirty-fourth general assembly 
at its second special session. 

A public hearing on the issue 
Saturday afternoon in the house 
produced speakers who took vig-
orous stands on both sides of the 
question. 

Afterward, the house constitu-
tional amendments committee met 
with sponsors of three separate 
resolutions introduced Friday, then 
announced it would report out a 
single measure. Representative 
Donald M. Lesher (Rep.) of Denver 
called the group for a closed ses-
sion for 2 p. m. Sunday. He said 
the resolution either would be one 
of the three introduced, or one em-
bodying the committee's own ideas. 

Opponents of the anti-Japanese 
legislation outnumbered those fa 
voring it among the speakers at the 
open hearing. Those who talked in 
favor of it were Dr. J. W. Wells, 
mayor of Brighton; District Judge 
Harold Davies of Englewood and 

VEltY REV. PAUL ROBERTS, 
Dean St. John's Episcopal Cathedral 

CHARLES L. BINNA, 
Secretary, industrial Union Council. 

Rancher Writes Vivian That He 
Is Sure Citizens Won't 

Let Japs Settle* 
HAROLD DAVIES, 

Englewood, District Judge«! 
First Judicial District.  > ' 

DR. t . W. WELLS, 
Mayor of Brighton. 



Ve don't want an invasion 
•\r refugees," insists District 
ve Harold H. Davies. 

Mountain News Photos. 
will the returning sol-
, of us?" asks Mayor J . 

Brighton. 

"The responsibility is with the 
Legislature," W. W. Grant told 
the Colorado Assembly. 

"Don't tamper with democra-
cy," pleads Sgt. J immy Gozawa, 
Japanese-American soldier. 

By NEIL KIMBALL 
Rocky Mountain News Writer J n 

Opponents and proponents of the Japanese ownership amendment to the Colorado Con-
stitution spoke at an open hearing in the House of Representatives chamber yesterday, with 
the Legislature still at stalemate on the three proposals to bar aliens from owning property, 

A fourth resolution, to refer the 
controversial question to a fact 
f inding committee, was introduced 
by Reps. Hubert D. Henry (R.) of 
Denver and Vernon A. Cheever 
(R.) of Colorado Springs. 

Opponents heard i n c l u d e d 
churchmen, labor spokesmen, a 
Japanese-American sergeant f rom 
Camp Carson and an American 
missionary who formerly lived in 
Japan. 
Dean Roberts Speaks 

Favoring the bill were elected 
officials f rom Adams County and 
a District Court judge f rom En-
glewood. 

"Fascism starts in an innocent 
way, with public opinion mobilized 
against a small group unable to 
f ight back," Dean Paul Roberts of 
St. John's Cathedral said. "Legis-
lative action under the stress of 
emotion is dangerous. I beg of 
you to give the proposal sincere 
consideration, remembering that 
the Japanese-Americans have a 
larger proportion of men in the 
armed forces than any other mi-
nority group in the country." 

Organized labor is committed 
against any type of racial dis-
crimination, said Charles E. 
Binna, secretary of the Indus-
tr ial Union Council, who de-
clared that the proposed legisla-
tion was particularly dangerous 
because it gives Axi propagan-
dists a chance to point out "what 
American plutocrats are doing to 

; the underdogs." 

I Japanese treachery in the nego-
tiations before Pear l Harbor were 
traced by Mayor J . W. Wells of 

¡B f i l t̂ i f̂ l l 

owning our farms and business 
establishments?" 
Dying for Democracy 

Introducing himseir as an Amer-
ican citizen by birth and an Amer-
ican soldier by choice, Sgt. Jintmy 
Gozawa of Camp Carson said tens 
of thousands of American soldiers 
are dying for democracy, "not be-
cause they are white, or black, or 
yellow, but because they feel 
democracy is worth dying for." 

"Our training for the batt le-
field," Sergeant Gozawa said, has 
kept us on maneuvers for 48 hours 
with our only food a piece of 
bread. That bread was heaven 
sent. Your democracy, too, is 
heaven sent—don't tamper with 
it." 

Two Japanese-American sol-
diers, veterans of the Aleutian 
campaign, were introduced by 
Sergeant Gozawa. 

Americans are permitted by 
Japanese law to own land, ac-
cording to Rev. John A. Foote, 
a former missionary, whose chil-
dren were born in Japan. He 
owns property in Japan, he said, 
and lived there for 30 years. He 
characterized the p r o p o s e d 
amendments as playing Into the 
hands of Axis propagandists. 
Passage of an amendment pro-

hibit ing alien property ownership 
would be tempering with the Bill 
of Rights, S. Ar thur Henry, for -
mer Republican legislator, said. 

"We have always prided our-
selves that a man was what he 
made himself, not a product of 
his ancestry," Mr. Henry said. 

" I t is anti-cl imactic for people 
staying safely at home to become 
more bitter than the men in the 

"Fascism starts in an innocent y 
way," according to Dean Pan l \ \ 
Roberts, St. John's Cathedral. 

"If we were in Japan we would 
be shoved into' a concentration -
camp." 

The proposed amendment w a i 
characterized as "class legisla-
tion, and therefore undemo-
cratic and un-Christ ian," by Rev. -
Joseph A. Johnaetr"'Jf^r"prS5t=~wi^ 
dent of the Colored Men's Chris-
tian Alliance. 
Charging that the issue is "pro-

ducing disunity on the h o m e 
f ront " and is "a national issue be-
bond the pervue of the Colorado 
Legislature," W. W. Grant warned 
that class hatred is easy to start 
and hard to stop. 

Summing up for the proponents 
of the amendment, Rep. L. D. Shot-
well J r . of Aurora, said: "All we 
ask is an opportunity to present 
this pressing problem to the peo-
ple for decision. It is not aimed 
at Japanese-American citizens, but 
a t ' those aliens who would not, if 
they could, swear allegiance to the 
American flag." 
Okay Money Bill 

Before the public hearing, the 
House passed, on thirdL-readiftg, 
the $9,71? appropriation bill. I t 
was pointed out that the appro-
priation carries suff icient funds to 
provide $1,000 expenses called for 
in the Henry-Cheever resolution 
for a fact- f inding committee to 
investigate thS alien ownership 
problem and report to Governor 
Vivian within 60 days. If this 
resolution is adopted, the Legisla-
ture will adjourn immediately. 

Debate on the resolutions wil l 
begin in the House at 10 a. m. 
tomorrow. 

For the second consecutive 
day, the House Constitutional 

i n ti-Jap 
ntering Wedge for Fascist^ 
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COLORADO ASSEMBLY WILL GET 
ANTI-JAP RESOLUTION MONDAY 

P ubl ic  H ea r i ng Held on P ropos a l to A m e n d C on-
s t i tut ion S o as to B ar A l iens F rom 

O w n i ng L and in S tate . 
(Continued From Page One.) 

Representat ive L. D. Shotwell J r . 
(Rep.) of Aurora, sponsor of the 
most drastic of the three resolu-
tions introduced. 

Those against the proposals were 
Dean Paul Roberts of St. John's 
Episcopal cathedral; Charles L. Bin-
na, secretary of the Denver indus-
trial union council of the C. I. O.; 
Sotgt. James Gozawa of Camp Car-
son, Colo., an American-Japanese 
who appealed in his army uni form; 
S. Arthur Henry, Denver attorney 
and former legislator; John A. 
Foote, missionary_to Japanese in 
Colorado; the Rev. Joseph A. John-
son Jr., president of the Colored 
Ministers' alliance and W. W. 
Grant, Denver attorney. 
DEAN ROBERTS WARNS 
OF OPPRESSION. 

Dean Roberts warned of "op-
presion of minorities as something 
tha t can star t out small and grow 
out of control—not a danger in 
itself now, perhaps, but an evil 
which may get out of all bounds." 

"Disrespect of the law often is 
due," he said, "to the fact that 
some laws are passed in t imes of 
emotion. I beg of you, before you 
pass such beastly legislation, espe-
cially against a minority group 
tha t has given a great proportion 
of its men to defense of this coun-
try, to give it much more serious 
consideration." 

Binna condemned "any kind of 
discrimination based on race, creed 
or color," declaring, "It doesn't 
pay." 

"Is this legislation for or against 
the winning of the war?" he asked. 
"I can see it only as contrary to it. 
I t will only furnish propaganda 
for the Axis leaders, who would 
cite it, as 'another example of what 
the plutocrats of America are doing 

be "broadcast f rom Tokyo and thru-
out the empire," and would lead to 
retal iatory measures against Amer-
icans who own great amounts of 
property in Japan. 

Foote disputed claims that Adams 
county Japanese were growing 
unessential products. He was read-
ing f rom a list of their fa rm prod-
uce when stopped by Lesher, pre-
siding, for taking too much time. 

Judge Davies' key point was that 
the legislature was not voting any 
anti-Japanese law, but was decid-
ing merely whether to submit the 
issue to the voters. 

"Surely the people of Adams 
county have the right to petition 
the governor for relief of what 
they term an unbearable situa-
tion," he said. 

The proposed action against Jap-
anese, he added, may be social or 
economic, but "it 's probably mili-
tary also." 

"If the Japanese weren't con-
sidered undesirable, why were they 
taken out of California by the 
federal government?" he asked. 
"All Adams county is asking is that 
you put yourselves in the place of 
its residents, and decide" what you 
would do if this were happening 
in your own town or county. 
PLEADS FOR SENSIBLE 
HANDLING OF MATTER. 

"Let's handle this sensibly—with-
out sob stuff and rumpus. The same 
people sobbing now will tell us when 
the time for unconditional surren-
der comes that we should not kill 
those who have killed and tortured 
Americans—they'll want to give 
them all-day suckers!" 

"If this legislation goes thru, cer-
tainly democracy goes out of Colo-
rado," the Rev. Mr. Johnson said, 
terming the legislation "out of 
place, undemocratic and unchris-
tian." 

to the underdogs. ' " 
He praised the war vote bill 

passed at the assembly's f i rst spe-
cial session, which ended Fr iday 
morning. 
DR. WELLS PLEADS 
FOR ENACTMENT. 

Dr. Wells, who told legislators he 
had a son on Bataan when it fell 
to the Japanese and who now is in 
a Jap prison camp, unheard f rom 
for months, made a desperate plea 
for enactment of the suggested 
measure. He said: 

"We have built a little town we 
are proud of, and it was built by 
Brighton people—with Americans, 
American ideas and American in 
genuity. Now we are being over-
run with Japanese who, with plenty 
of money, are buying our farm-
lands, businesses and residences in 
increasing numbers. Some are 
American-born, yes; but they have 
parents who still pay homage to 
the emperor of Japan." 

He declared Japanese young men 
are not being taken into the armed 
services, while "our sons are going 
out to f ight for their country." Dr. 
Wells asserted some had called him 
Fascist for saying the things he 
said. 

"If it is Fascism to try to save 
our homes and nation for its peo-
ple, for freedom and democracy, 
then I am a Fascist!" he exclaimed. 
WARNS THAT JAPS ' 
ARE D IFFERENT. 

¿ f , "T h e . Japanese still are tied to 
Japan; they are di f ferent f rom 
others who have come to this coun-
t ry seeking opportunity and free-
dom. They are tied to the empire 
by religion, ancestry, race and wor-
ship of a sun-god emperor." 

He waved aloft a copy of the 
Colorado Times, a paper printed 
largely in Japanese, asking, "Why 
is it necessary to have such a paper 
as this—printed for and read by 
Japanese aliens? If they are Amer-
icans, why don't they read our 
language?" 

Applause followed the appearance 
of Sergeant Gozawa, one of several 
American-Japanese in army uni-
form who were brought to the hear-
ing by the Rev. Edgar M. Wahlberg 
pastor of the Grace Community 
church, Methodist. 

"I am an American soldier, a 
citizen by birth, and this uniform I 
wear means a great deal to me," 
he said as more applause was heard 
principally f rom the galleries. 

"The sponsors of the resolutlo 
are willing to let the mat ter come t 
p. vote of the people," Representa 
tive Shotwell said. "We are agalns 
the Japanese who would not, if the 
could, take the oath of allegiance t' 
the American flag." 

Grant opposed the movement a 
"an opening wedge to racial dis 
crimination." He criticized person, 
who condemn the Japanese yet sel 
their property to them, and assertec 
the "whole thing is a political is 
sue." 

WANTS ISSUE DECIDED 
AFTER WAR ENDS. 

"It should be decided by thosf 
who decide the International prob 
lems af ter the war," Grant said. "It 
is beyond the purview of Colorado 
or this legislature. 

Both the house and senate ad-
journed until 10 a. m. Monday. The 
house passed the second session ap-
propriation bill on third reading 
Saturday. I t will go to the senate 
Monday while the house takes up 
the anti-Japanese resolution. 

A resolution proposing appoint-
ment of a committee of three repre-
sentatives and two senators to in-
vestigate the alien property owner-
ship situation and report to the gov-
ernor in sixty days was introduced 
in the house Saturday and laid over 
until Monday under house rules. If 
adopted, the resolution w lead 
to adjournment of the sé' t 
out-any action on the isi ^ X * 
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Rancher Writes Vivian That He 
1« Sure Citizens Won't 

Let Japs Settle^ 

A threat to "burn the Japs out 
if they .nove into our distr ict" was 
reported Saturday by a prominent 
western slope rancher , one of many 
Colorado u rban and rura l residents 
current ly swamping the governor 
and members of the state assembly 
wi th let ters and peti t ions urg ing 
init iat ion of a const i tut ional amend-
ment to bar alien Japanese f rom 
owning land in Colorado. 

In a personal notat ion wr i t ten a t 
the bot tom of a copy of a let ter he 
had sent to Governor Vivian, A. P . 
Star r of Austin, Colo., the western 
slope rancher , wrote to Representa-
tive Ha r r y Sanburg (Rep.) of Delta 

.county tha t "plenty of ta lk by some 
of our best men" is being heard, 

• threaten ing to " run them off and 
,burn them out if they move into 
iour distr ict." 
I To the governor, S ta r r wrote: 
^ "There has been lots of ta lk of 
I mass meet ings and peti t ions to pro-
1 test against the sale of land to 
Japanese aliens in this distr ict. 

"There never have been any in 

( T u r n to Pag® 11—Col. 1.) 

SERGT. JAMES GOZAWA, 
Japanese-American ' Soldier, 

HAROLD DAVIES, 
EnglewoOd, District .Judge. 

First Judicial District. < 

- - fill 

DR. í . W. WELLS, 
Mayor Of Brighton. 

are on 
for cash," 

BRIGHTON R E S I D E N T S 
TEI-.L OF LEASES. 

A lengthy petition s ign.d by ^un-
Hrods of Brighton residents de 
clared "from eighty to ninety farms 
£ this vicinity have already been 
leased to Japanese." 

"Some of these leases 
share basis, others are , 
the petitioners reported. The casn 
leases range f t o m $35 to 
for land that normally leased for 
$15 to $20 an acre. This makes it-
impossible for American farmers to 

Thee t epet i t ion also claimed "over j 
100 American-born Japanese of mm-
t*rv aee" not including those who 
came to ' the area from California,] 
"are not proving they are such de-
sirable citizens . . . by enlisting in 
he armed services." They said 

the number of Japanese from CaU 
forn ia are "many t imes the number 
registered in Adams^coun y 

'Another fac t we protest," the 
the 

Brightonites said, "is that 
American-born Jap 
ing inducted into the_ army^ in the 

-born Japanese are not be-

same manner as all other national-1 
ities regardless of c i t izenship 

The petit ion ended similarly w i 
scores of others f rom various par ts 
of the state, urg ing speedy in i tat on, 
of a referendum 0 V .P ? r l j 
constitutional amendment to ex 
elude alien Japanese from owning) 
land in the state. 

SECTION ONE THE 

THREAT IS MADE 'TO BURN OUT I 
JAP SETTLERS, RANCHER WARNS 

. . I 

Wes tern S lope R es ident Wr i tes V ivian He Is Sure  ̂
C i t izens Wi l l N o t A l low N ippones e to L ive-

In Delta C o unty R egion. j 
(Continued From Page One.) 

this section, but at present real 
estate brokers are showing f a rm 
land to the Japanese. They are 
Cal i fornia Japs and seem to have 
plenty of money. 

" I am sure thé citizens will not 
allow the Japs to live here." 

D . V. Burrel l of Rocky Ford, 
Colo., head of one of the largest 
seed companies in the state, tele-

graphed Representat ive James A. 
Jones (Rep.) of Manzanola that to 
permi t alien Japanese to buy land 
in Colorado "would be a grave peril 
to poster i ty and an insult to our 
mill ions of soldiers who are now of-
fer ing thei r lives to protect us f rom 
them." He added: 

"To fail, as some suggest because 
it would give them grounds for pro-
paganda, is to o f fer them appease-
ment—another Munich. Some who 
favor sales to them would sell their 
her i tage for a mess of pottage. How-
ever, they would not want to fa rm 
surrounded by Japs. 

"The thousands who have come 
here f rom Cal i fornia are not wanted 
back there, and if Colorado must 
absorb them, in a few generat ions 
our best lands will be Japanese set-
t lements. The inf i l t rat ion now is a 
grave menace and our Americans, 
living the American way, cannot 
compete with them." 
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COMPROMISE RESOLUTION 
TO BE REPORTED IN HOUSE T ODA V  ̂

A "compromise" resolution,  Which ^ ^ r l y i i S l a.ien ftp-

atthe special session yester-1 ( ¡ ¡ ¡ ¡ T l ^ H ^ ^ S T . 
The resolution was drawn oy D en v e r , committee b c l o u d ed . 

chairmlm,"reported 'compromise" worked out i rom ^ B e 

three resolutions introduced Friday. 
The resolution does not seek a( • 

referendum of the question of bar-
ring Jap aliens from ownership of 
property in Colorado di/ectly to 
the people. f J i 

Instead, it protldeS that, aliens 
may "acquire, enjoy or dispose 
of property" in the state, but 
with the exception that th? Leg-
islature may prdvifle .Otherwise 
for two classes of sUifcns—those 
who are or may become inellgi-
ble for American citizens!)ip and/ 
those who fail to makte ippf ica/ 
tion to become Am^lcarf «1«-
zens. 
The resolution limits the aliens 

against whom legislation prohibit-
ing property ownership rrfay be 
passed, Mr. Lesher pointed out 
but does not specify the tfpeof 
action to be taken by the Legis-
lature. 

The only question the people 
wil l vote on if the resolution is 
placed on the ballot will be wheth-
er the Legislature shall have the 
right to enact legislation concern-
ing property ownership among the 
classes of aliens specified. 
Japs Affected Principally 

The resolution does not mention 
Jap aliens specifically, hut Japs 
would be the principal class af 
fected, Mr. Lesher , said. 

The f i rst order of business be-
fore the House this morning wil 
be a vote on a proposal to appoint 
a f ive-man committee to investi-
gate Jap ownership in the state, 
within the next 60 days. 

If this proposal carries the 
House will  adjourn for 601 days 

called af ter charges that thou-
sands of Japanese were moving 
into the state and buying prop-
erty were made by legislators. 
Rep L. D. Shotwell J r . (R.), of 

Aurora charged that 3,000 Japs 
bought property in Adams County 
alone recently. Adams County re-

corder 's office records show that 
23 Japanese bought land in me 
county within the last two years. 
Legal Snags Disclosed 

Meantime, an unoff icial review 
of some of the legal aspects in-
volved in the various proposals, 
undertaken privately by interested 
attorneys, disclosed some hitherto, 
unnoted snags that might arise 
with enactment of such legisla-
tion. 

In brief, the digest of opinion 
brought out these possibilities: 

1: Even if the amendment Is 
passed, there is no way to pro-
hibit American - horn Japanese 
from owning land and leasing It 
to Japanese aliens, since Ameri-
can citizens cannot be barred 
from owning property. 

2- Any person selling land to a 
Japanese presumably would have 
to make sure the Japanese was 
American-born. I t poss ib lywou d 
be necessary to record the bir th 
certif icate of any person of Japa-
nese ancestry whose name appears 
in the chain of tit le. 

3 : Ownership of land would be 
confused. If a person bought land 
f rom a Japanese and then discov-
ered the Japanese had no right to 

• 1 « r A l l l n h p a 

Urges Pl*n B e Dr°PPc d 

One attorney suggested that a 
law prohibiting anyone f rom sell-
ing land to a Japanese alien would, 
prove more effective than the p ro - j 
posals now under consideration ( 

Rep. Arthur A. Brooks Jr . (K.) 
of Denver, an opponent of the) 
amendment, said last night he har1 

received a telegram from V. « 
Spensley of Albuquerque, presi« 
dent of the Bataan Relief Organh 
zation, urging that the Legislature 
drop the plan to exclude Japanese 
from property ownership. 

"Relatives and friends of pris-
oners of the Japanese are mak-
in all-out effort to Insure their 
release," Mr. Spensley wired. 
"They deserve all America can 
possibly dj. I believe the Leg-
islature of Colorado wil l not 
jeopardize the welfare of our 
heroes. 

"I earnestly plead that the en-
emy not be uselessly antagonHee 
„ntit mrr bow? are  rescuW. 

i t j„ vC erea m e o d v » ^ " ** , , , _ 
House will adjourn for 60i days, ia nd , there would be a 
while the investigation Proceeds, o w n ^ ^ ^ , ^ t h e o wn e r , 
nf« T ftcVior  «aid. \ In this case, ine n« A u i . « oive no better 
resolution for t h ^ e n d m e n t will 
not be considered unt i l the As-
sembly reconvenes. , 

A special session to consider j 
\ the Jap ownership problem was 

question as td vtfio was the owner 
since a grantor ^ n give no better 

tit le to p r o p y l than he himself 

possesse . ̂ a me n d m e n t Is ex* | 

tended to cover all enemy aliens,j 

mmmm^^^mmim^^mmmmmi h h b b H I � mmmsmsm ; �
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VIVIAN CALLS 
EXTRA SESSION 
QN ALIEN BAN • 

a — 

L egis lature I s A s k ed to 
C ons ider P roperty 

R ights I s sue, 
A second special session of 

the Colorado legislature, to con-
sider a constitutional amend-
ment barring enemy aliens from 
owning property in this state, 
was called by Governor Vivian a t 
noon Fr iday, just before the special 
session which enacted servicemen's 
vote legislation ad journed. 

In his new call, the governor 
included a recommendat ion for any 
fu r the r legislative action necessary 
for the state to co-operate wi th the 
federal government in mai l ing 
absentee ballots. 

The purposes of the second ses-
sion, as stated in the off icial call, 
a re : 

"1—'To consider a proposed amend-
ment or amendments to section 27, 
Article I I of the const i tut ion of 
Colorado concerning property r ights 
of aliens, and to submit any such 
amendment to the qualif ied electors 
of the state for their approval or 
reject ion a t the next general elec-
tion. 

(Tu rn to Page 4—Col. 1. ) 

"2—Should the congress of m e 
United States enact any law or laws 
provid ing for a system of absentee 
vot ing for men and women in the 
a rmed forces of the United States 
subsequent to this call and dur ing 
the second extraord inary session 
hereby called, which said federal 
law renders it advisable, in the opin-
ion of the general assembly, to en-
large the t ime or t imes for the dis-
tr ibut ion of armed forces absent 
voters ' ballots, then • and in tha t 
event to take such action as may be 
deemed advisable, solely for the pur-
pose of co-operating with the United 
States government in the distr ibu-
tion of said s tate ballots." 

The g o v e r n o r 's proclamat ion 
f s tated tha t the exercise by aliens 

of the r ight to acqiifre and own 
real property in Colorado "has cre-
ated a situation threatening the 
wel fare of citizens of the state." 

CALL ISSUED A F T E R 
HOURS O F UNCERTAINTY. 

The call fo r the second special 
session was f inal ly issued Fr iday 
noon a f te r twenty- four hours of un-
certa inty. Thursday af ternoon, Gov-
ernor Vivian announced the call 
would be issued. Fr iday morning, 
he said he was in doubt. But a f te r 
an hour 's conference with Lieuten-
an t Governor Higby, At torney Gen-
eral Ireland, Speaker Pearson of 
the house, and seven other legisla-
t ive leaders, he issued his proclama-
t ion and sent it to the two houses, 
which had been mark ing t ime th ru 
the morning, awai t ing the call. 

At 12:40 o'clock Fr iday af ternoon, 
the f i rs t special session was ended 
formal ly and a few minutes later 
the second special session was be-
gun. A f te r the usual organizat ion 
rout ine, the house prepared to pass 
on f i rs t and second readings the 
resolut ion submit t ing the consti tu-
t ional amendment bar r ing enemy 
al iens f r om owning property in 
Colorado. Representat ive J a c k 
Evans (Rep.) of Grand Junct ion 
was expected to introduce the reso-
lution. 

If a session is held Sunday, it was 
est imated the second session might 
be completed by Monday night. 
WAR VOTE MEASURE 
ENACTED THURSDAY. 

Final passage of the,: war vote 
1 measure came short ly a f te r 4 p. m. 
".Thursday when the senate con-
curred on amendments r e c o m -
mended by a conference committee. 
•The house had passed it on th i rd 
' reading about two hours earl ier. 
' Senator Wil lard Pres ton (Rep.) 
t>f Adena, one of a group tha t had 
'urged the governor to call the sec-
ond session, declared the purpose 
trf the new session would be "to keep 
y a p s f r o m owning property — we 
Bon't care about other aliens." The 
Constitutional amendment he and 
the others proposed would be so 
•Worded as to make it apply to Japa-
nese, as i t would give al iens one 
^ear in which to apply for citizen-
ship, whereas Japanese nat ionals 
itre barred f r om natural izat ion. 
P R E S T O N WOULD 
P E N A L I Z E SELLERS, 
j Senator Preston declared the meas-
ure should go so fa r as to provide 
penalt ies for any person who sells 
property to Japanese, 
i "Why not do it up r ight while 
We're a t i t? " he asked, 
f Senator Curt is Ri tchie (Pem.) of 
(Pueblo declared he would have 
"plenty to say." He said: 
; "What will the next step be, 
legislation against other minor i ty 
groups? We have them in th is 
country, you know. We also have 
a ra ther impor tant document known 
as the Bill of Rights, and we'll be 
get t ing pret ty close to an ugly word 
When we s tar t undermin ing i ts pr in-
ciples." 

EXTRA SESSION 
HEARINGS OPEN 
ON ALIEN BANS 

T hree R es o lut ions A re 
Of fe red on L and 

Ow ners hip. p \ 
Puttlic / hear ings star ted Fr iday | 

a f ternoon were to be cont inued Sat-
urday af ternoon by the consti tu 
tional amendments commit tee of 
the lower £ouse of the Colorado leg-
islature on three resolutions intro-
duced a t the beginning of the sec-
ond special session Fr iday to pro-
hibit J a p aliens f rom owning prop-
er ty in Colorado. 

Two Of the proposed amendments 
one by Representat ives Jones 

(Rep.) of Manzanola, Morgan (Rep.) 
of Denver and Miller (Rep.) of 
Eaton, and the other by Representa-
tive War ren (Rep.) of Denver— 

t would empower the legislature to 
make laws regulat ing alien owner-
ship of property. 

The other amendment , proposed 
by Representat ive Shotwell (Rep.) 
of Aurora, would bar al iens who 
are ineligible for cit izenship and 
cit izens of nat ions with which the 
United States is at wa r f rom own-
ing property in this stdt4. I' >•' . < 
SENATE WAITS F O R 
HOUSE TO ACT. 

The senate marked time, pending 
action by the house on the pro-
posed amendments . Senator Charles 
P. Murphy (Rep.) of Spicer, pre-
dict ing f i reworks before the special 
session is ended, declared the ques-
tion of amending the const i tut ion 
to exclude Jap aliens f r om owning 

( T u r n to Page 2—Col . S.) 

EXTRA SESSION 
HEARINGS OPEN 

I t 

[ t con t inued F r o m Page One.) 
[property is the "hot test Issue be-
i fore the legislature in years." 
i Legislators were bombarded Sat-
i u rday with pleas both for and 
| against proposed amendments . Bas-
i ke ts ful l of te legrams were delivered 
['to members of both houses. At 
»least two te legrams f r om church 
i organizat ions protest ing against 
ant i -Jap act ion were placed on the 
desk of each member. One of these 
was f rom the social action commit-
tee of the Denver Methodist Min-
isters associat ion and the other was 
f rom Leon E. Grubaugh, minister 
and .super intendent of the Colorado 
Congregat ional conference, chair-
man of the activi t ies commit tee oi 
the Colorado Council of Churches 
METHODISTS T E R M 
PLAN UNDEMOCRATIC. 

The Methodist ministers ' protesl 
s ta ted they "oppose, alien land law 
regard it as undemocrat ic , devisiv« 
and unchr is t ian, a product of hate ' 
and urged the appoin tment of t 
fAOt-finding commit tee to investi 
gate the si tuat ion. The Grubaugl 
protest suggested postponement o: 

i act ion or re ference to a committei 
fo r study. I t declared the proposet 
amendments " i m p e r i l Americai 
prisoners," incite "racial discrlmina 
t ion and play into the hands of Axi 
propagandists." 

A. L. Mumper, prominent Greele; 
fa rmer , in a te legram to Senato 
Norcros^ (Rep.) of Greeley, urge< 
act ion to stop J a p acquisit ion o 
Colorado f a r m lands. 

" Japs are buying up valuabl 
lands quite rapidly," Mumper de 
clared. "They seem to have th 
money. I have been a Oitizen o 
this s ta te and a fa rmer some sixt 
years. I was county assessor fou 
years. I know about every foot c 
land in this county. We wan t t 
assure you again the Japanese ar 
mak ing a splendid s tar t of buyln 
our best fa rms. Anything you ca 
do to stop this will be appreciate 
by all the f a rmers I have ta lked to. 
H E A R I N G TO T H R E S H 
OUT ALL ISSUES. 

Representat ive Lesher (Rep.) < 
Denver, cha i rman of the constit i 
t ional amendments commit tee, sai 
i t is the commit tee's plan to hoi 
public hear ings unt i l all the issui 
have been threshed out. 

At Fr iday a f ternoon 's hear in 
At torneys Dexter Blount and Benj; 
min Sweet discussed broad aspen 
and possible ef fects of the propose 
amendments. At torney General GB 
I re land and his deputy, Lawren< 
Hinkley, were asked to give the 
views on the suggested amendmen 
but asked t ime to study the pr 
posals.. I re land previously had e 
pressed the opinion tha t the She 
we lbamendment would s tand up 
the courts. 

Saturday a f ternoon 's hear ing w) 
scheduled to open a t i p. m. 
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OPPOSITION TO PLAN 
FOR JAP SETTLEMENT 

A IN COUNTY GROWING 

Relocation Authority Reported To Have 
Extensive Program To Aid Evacuees 

} In Developing Truck Gardens 

P l a n s of t he W a r Relocat ion A u t h o r - j 
i ty t o b r i ng abou t t h e S e t t l e m e n t of a 
l a r g e n u m b e r of J a p a n e s e evacuees 
in to t h e semi -ar id and i r r i ga ted sec-
t ions of n o r t h e a s t e r n Colorado a s a 
p e r m a n e n t propos i t ion a r e repo r ted ) 
to have m e t w i t h more or less oppo-
s i t ion on t h e p a r t of t owns in t h e 
a r e a whose Chambers of Commerce 
and o ther civic g roups v iew such de-
ve lopment w i t h m o r e or less misg iv -

111 Th is a t t i t ude h a s been re f lec ted a i l 
mee t i ngs he ld du r i ng the p a s t week 
in which r ep resen ta t i ves of t h e w a r 
re locat ion au tho r i t y con fe r red w i th 
county o f f i c ia ls and commun i t y or-
gan iza t ion heads t o out l ine t h e pro-
posed p r o g r a m of t he gove rnmen t . 
T h a t such colonizat ion of J a p a n e s e 
ga rdene rs and f a r m e r s would con-
t r i bu te to t h e de t r imen t s long-
es tab l ished f a r m opera t i ves m no r t h -
eas te rn Colorado by i n t e n s i f i e d d e -
ve lopment of ce r ta in crops w i t h cheap 
labor t h a t wou ld b r i n g abou t ru inous 
compet i t ion, un less some m e a n s we re 
prov ided where in t h e gove rnmen t 
would a s s u m e t h e respons ib i l i ty of 
d ispos ing of su rp lus crops a t a f a i r 
pr ice, seems to be t h e p r inc ipa l ob-
ject ion to t h e con temp la ted re locat ion 

0f i enVaaddiet ion, i t w a s b r o u g h t out a t 
t h e s e mee t ings , two of wh ich w e i 
scheduled f o r Greeley du r ing the p res | 
en t week, t h a t t h e r e is a genera l dis-
posi t ion t o ob jec t to t h e b r i n g m g in 
of any add i t iona l m e m b e r s of t he 
J a p a n e s e race f o r P e r m a n e n t res i -
dence. I t was s ta ted by gove rnmen t 
o f f i c ia ls t h a t the i r p r o g r a m contem-
p la tes keep ing Japanese evacuee 
a w a y f r o m locat ions n e a r t h e coasta l 
a reas of t he coun t ry , p r inc ipa l ly a long 
the wes t coas t f r o m wh ich reg ion 

prac t i ca l l y al l of t he evacuees have 
been moved since P e a r l H a r b o r , 
i Greeley People Ob jec t 

L a s t week d i rec tors of t h e Greeley 
Chamber of Commerce m e t w i th W R A 
o f f i ce rs f r o m the Denver reg iona l o f -
f ice and a t t h i s m e e t i n g reques ted 
t h a t t he re locat ion of J a p a n e s e in 
Weld county be ha l ted on the g rounds 
t h a t th i s county a l ready had t aken i t s 
fu l l sha re of J a p a n e s e evacuees. The 
Chamber of Commerce a lso asked 
t h a t t h e W R A o f f i ce in Greeley be 

|abandoned . . . 
Repor t s f r o m out ly ing d is t r ic ts , in-

c lud ing Br iggsda le , W igg ins , Orchard , 
Weldona, and especia l ly t h e v a s t t e r -
r i t o ry a d j a c e n t to t he N o r t h P l a t t e 
river be tween Greeley and F o r t Mor-
gan, ind ica te t h a t t h e r e is a div is ion 
of opinion r e g a r d i n g the re locat ion 
p rog ram, w i th a p reponderance op-
posed to the p e r m a n e n t se t t l emen t of 
more J a p a n e s e in t h e a r e a which is 
rough ly es t ima ted 50 mi les or m o r e 
in l eng th a long a long the r i ve r and j 
ex tend ing in land. \ j 

I n t he iso lated sect ions of semi -ar id | 
t e r r i t o r y land owners who, a f e w ^ 
y e a r s back could no t ge t more t h a n a j 
f e w dol lars an acre f o r land, have j 
been m a k i n g sa les a t t h ree t imes the 
amoun t , and these land owners would 
expect , under gove rnmen t rese t t le -

I ment , t hey would be ab le to c lean up 
l a r g e r a r e a s a t subs tan t ia l inc reases J 

in pr ice. , 
On the o ther hand, f a r m e r s who a r e , 

ope ra t i ng w i th in t h e a rea , f r o m t h e 
d ry l ands of the B r iggsda le d is t r ic t , 
sou th and eas t a long t h e r i ve r t o t h e 
borders of the towns of F o r t M o r g a n J 
and Brush , a r e opposed t o t h e h i g h l y ^ 
compet i t ive ac t iv i t ies of J a p a n e s e . 
f a r m e r s and g a r d e n e r s who t hey c la im 
would f a r m in tens ive ly f o r f e w 
y e a r s and a s t h e soil p l ays out , would 

"migrate to some o the r sect ion to re - ] 
pea t the pe r fo rmance . " I t is cha rac te r - ] 
is t ic of J a p a n e s e f a r m e r s to t a k e al l , 
t hey can f r o m the soil w i t hou t p u t t i n g j 
a n y t h i n g back , " a f a r m leader a t Or - 1 
chard said a t a mee t i ng w i th t h e w a r j 
re locat ion au tho r i t y . 

Du r i ng t h e p a s t f e w y e a r s m a n y t 
f a r m p roper t i es in eas te rn Weld j 
county and in wes te rn M o r g a n county , i 
and w e s t e r n Logan county have been \ 
abandoned because of t he inabi l i ty of 
f a r m e r s t o opera te a t a p ro f i t . Th is 
is especia l ly t r u e in semi-ar id , o r 
t e r r i t o r y w h e r e i r r i ga t i on ifc no t h i gh -
ly developed. Some of t h e bes t f a r m s 
in n o r t h e r n Colorado, however , a re 
located a long t h e P l a t t e r i ve r f r o m 
N o r t h P l a t t e to Denver , and b u t f e w 
of t hese a re ever v a c a n t f o r a n y 
leng th of t ime. 

Accord ing to t he w a r ' r e l o c a t i o n 
au tho r i t y , n o r t h e a s t e r n , Colorado h a s 
except iona l possibi l i t ies f o r re locat ion 
of J a p a n e s e f a r m e r s who f o r m e r l y 
l ived on the wes t coast . A n u m b e r of 
these people have been employed in 
th is t e r r i t o r y du r i ng the p a s t two 
y e a r s in beet work . M a n y of t h e m 
have expressed the belief t h a t a 
p ro f i t ab le ga rden ing i ndus t r y can be 
estab l ished in t h a t por t ion of t h e 
South P l a t t e val ley in connect ion w i th 
p resen t ex tens ive f a r m i n g opera t ions . 

One f e d e r a l a g e n t said t h a t " i t is 
the hope of t he re locat ion a u t h o r i t y 
t h a t du r i ng the 1944 crop y e a r enough 
share -c ropp ing a r r a n g e m e n t s can be 
worked out be tween land owners in 
n o r t h e a s t e r n Colorado and in w e s t e r n 
N e b r a s k a so t h a t t h e possibi l i t ies of 
p roduc ing vege tab les on a l a r g e sca le 
f o r commerc ia l pu rposes can be 
tho rough ly tes ted out . 

"Such share -c ropp ing a r r a n g e m e n t s 
would on the one hand re l ieve t h e 
p resen t sho r t age of exper ienced i r r i -
g a t o r s and bee t worke rs , and on t h e 
o ther hand i t would s tep u p Colorado's 
product ion of t h e f o o d s t u f f s bad ly 
needed f o r t he w a r e f f o r t . 

" I t m i g h t lead to t he es tab l i shment 
of a new and h igh ly p ro f i t ab le t ype of 
ag r i cu l tu re in t he a r e a a f f e c t e d as a 
pos t -war p r o g r a m . " / 


