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Cfi-8 Margaret Suzuki 

HOUSING 

During the first three weeks of March, 1943, Margaret stayed 

at the friends hostel on Belden ¿ve. on the ^orth Side. £he 

Friends Service agency found an opening for her in the Eleanor 

Club • She was the first Uisei girl to ever live there, but a 

quota of three resettlers was set. This was f i lled by Margaret's 

sister and another girl . 

When Margaret's second sister left the center, it was ne-

cessary to find some other housing since the quota was already 

filled at the Eleanor Club. A Quaker family became interested 

in Margaret and offered their home on the South Side since it 

was open until September, 1943. % r g a r e t , her two sisters, and 

four other ^ isei girls moved into this home in June, 1943. in 

August Margaret started house hunting again for the six girls. 

She was not able to find a large enough place so the group fi-

nally split up. late in September, 1943, ^argaret and her two 

sisters moved to a home on the far Borth Side in ancitipation 

of their parents1 resettlement. In the meantime, Margaret began 

teaching at the University of Shi cago and she found that it took 
f % 

her three hours a day to commute so that she finally moved to a 

smaller apartment near the University with her two sisters after 

parents decided to resettle in Colorado. 

Margaret's future housing plans were still indefinite In 

June, 1945: 

"Most apartments s out here are sub-standard and 
it is almost impossible to find a place for a family 
group. #e are anxious to bring our family together 
again, but we just can't find a large enough place. 



All of my friends are in the same kind of f ix . 

"We are crowded in our present apartment and a 
family group just couldn't live there, don't 
have any trouble with the landlady as she is nice to 
us, but that is not enough for us to want to remain 
there permanently. We have always planned to get a 
better and larger place, but the months go by very 
swiftly. It isn't an urgent problem with me right 
now as my parents are out of camp already, and I have 
to think more of t my job future. I don't know if I 
want to remain in Chicago permanently, but I don't 
want to be on the jump from one city to another." 1 

1. From C.K. Diary, pp. 8077-8078. 



CH-9 Yasuko Hayashi 

HOUSING 

Yasuko was employed as a domestic worker during her first 

two years in Chicago (see employment section). In X April, 1943, 

Yasuko decided to work in a factory so she moved into an apart-

ment building on the North Side with some friends. Five girls 

lived next to each other and they ate their meals together in 

one of the rooms which had a pullman kitchen. Yasuko "believed 

this was only a temporary arrangement because she had plans to 

(1 ) go to New York for a job or (2 ) find a flat and bring her 

parents out of camp. Yasuko's chief dissatisfaction with her 

housing was the cramped quarters, and the high rent. 



CH-17 George "Yani" Yanigawa 

HOUSING 

During M s first few months in Chicago, George lived in 

segeral different hotels on the Uear ^orth Side and on a Great 

lakes boat. In August, 1943, he moved into an apartment, 

"At the present time George is paying $8 a week 
for his apartment. The landlord is a German alien 
and very sympathetic. George's apartment is mxiaxjc® 
completely furnished and rather comfortable. It in-
cludes a large living room, bedroom, closet and a 
kitchenette. inhe apartment is located on the second 
floor of a fairly old building and it has a front 
view of the street, The furnishings include a mod-
ernized davenport, arm-chair, bureau, three small 
chairs, table and heater. There is also a large 
fireplace in the living room. George's brother is 
maintaining a separate apartment and his parents are 
living on the ^ear* Borth ^ide in a hotel where the 
father is a time-keeper."1 

In August, 1944, George moved to an unfitrhished house after 

his marriage. The rent was only $17 a month, but the initial 

furniture expenses was rather high. George did a great deal of 

building about the house so that by the end of the year, they 

were fairly well settled. The present plan is to remain there 

as long as they live in Chicago. * friend of Jfeix his wife 's 

now occupies the spare bedroom and shares the expenses for the 

flat . George's wife is dissatisfied with the lack of facili-

ties there, but she feels that she will have to put up with it 

for the duration. Her chief complaint is that it gets too cold 

in the winter and in the summer the odor of the tamale factory-

downstairs penetrates the whole building. 

3. Case History, p. 6. 



CH-20 Yuri Kosamoto 

HOUSING 

After Yuri quit her domestic job in October, 1942, she 

moved into the ^enton Settlanent House »here she was given her 

room in exchange for some evening work at the switchboard• 

"The Benton House is a pretty big social settle-
ment house. There is a gymnasium over on the other 
side and a Nisei fellow Tom Imai and his wife are the 
directors there. They take care of the activities of 

• the children who eome here. We also have a branch of 
the public library downstairs. But I haven't been 
down there to get any books yet. The director is very 
nice to me and all of the people living iiere are 
friendly. There are about five other Nisei in the 
house but I haven't gotten to know them very well yet. 
I have my own here and there is a living room where I 
can see my visitors. We have almost all of the faci-
lities here and it is even better than living at the 
' Y 1 . it is something like a large family, but the 
other people don't try to pry into your business and 
they leave you a lone . " 1 

Xx^xxxSkaixgavBxaiBxaxvHi^xfHii 

By May, 1945, Yuri still felt unsettled as " I don't have any 

deep roots here." (p. 76) In ¿une, 1944 she had moved out of 

Benton House it was too far out on the west side . " Yuri fras 

admitted into the University Cooperative, where she lived with 10 

other girls, but, 

" I had to pay #18 a month there for just my room 
alone and my meals were taken out. ^his proved rather 
expensive for me so that is the reason why I started 
looking around for another place, in November, 1944 
one of my friends told me about the Concord Co-op 
House on Hyde ^ark Blvd. , so I applied for msnbership 
immediately. I was accepted so I moved in and I have 
been living here ever since. we only pay $33 a month 
for our room and board here so that it is very reason-
able and the atmosphere is most congenial. 

After living six months at Concord House, ^uri decided that 

1 . Case History, pp. §2-53. 

2. ^ase History, p. 76. 
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she liked i t very much and she planned to remain there indefi-

nitely. Her description of the Co-op house and its membership 

follows: 

"This house has 23 members in it now. More than 
half are boys, There are three Nisei fellows and two 
JSisei girls living here at the present time. In all , 
there are only eight girls . Everyone of the members 
work at full time jobs and they are mostly in the 
white collar group. George Akahoshi is the newest 
member of the group as he only moved in last week. We 
have a varied occupational range in this group, There 
are five social workers, a couple of civil service em-
ployees, some office workers and Go-op workers. My 
room-mate, Jackie is a professional Co-operative work-
er. She is only 20 years old. S he got her training 
in the Eochedale Cooperative principles in the George 
Williams College, I think. Right now she is visiting 
her parents in Qonnectucut. I get along with her the 
best and we are always doing things together. She is 
of Irish nationality and she has flaming red hair, but 
not the temperament to go with it. ¿he certainly is 
a most intelligent girl and I wi sh that 1 had her 

. brains. She is the one wfco wants me to go to lew *ork 
with her next <^une. ^he is working full-time in some 
Co-operative company right now. 

"All of the members of this house are supposed to 
put in 5 hours of work each week. we have a work ma-
nager who assigns the various duties and it is rotated 
among members. *'or certain types of work we get more 
credit than for others. We are responsible for our 
own linen so that we wash them. The boys usually sand 
theirssout to the laundry. We have a cook who comes 
in five days a week and the girls pitch in and do the 
cooking the other two nights. Whenever we have a 
guest come to dinner, we have to pay extra. We 
can have a guest room here free for three nights and 
after that they have to pay. 

" I t ' s a very good set-up and I enjoy the experi-
ence of living here immensely. W© all get along well 
together and there is a good cooperative spirit around 
the house all the time. A couple of the fellows tend 
to be a little lazy and the^ do the minimum amount of 
work, but eventually the cooperative spirit is forced 
upon them or else they will be ostracized. '"e have a 
house council to set the policy and we usually vote on 
different things during our semi-monthly meetings. 
The group is well educated and liberal in their out-
look so that I am learning quite a bit from them. They 
do the hest type of reading and they are very aware of 
current events so that I am beginning to learn a little 



bit about world affairs from them. I plan to stay 
here indefinitely as it is an economical way of 

living and I like the c o m p a n i o n s h i p . 

Yuri 's only disturbing thought in mid-1945 was what to do 

about her family resettlement, ^he did not feel that she could 

find housing for them, or that she could be able to support them 

once they left the center. (T o be txeated more fully in family 

resettlement section.) 
w My hand are tied and I feel that I am help-

less in the matter. I just don't earn enough to sup-
port them so that it is impossible to even consider 
such an idea. My folks are too old to work and I don't 
see how we would be able to make out if the WBA does 
close the camp. I don't think that it is being very 
fair to those of us who are trying to advance ourselves, 
i have no idea of what my parents plan to do. I ' l l have 
to go to camp and talk to them i f the WRA really does 
close up and force us to make a move." 4 

8 . Case History, pp. 76-78. 

4 . Case History, p . 78. 



CH-21 Eiromasa Minami 

. HOUSING; 

When Hiromasaarrived in Chicago with friends, they 

roomed at the "Y" for a week whi&e looking around for an 

apartment. A friend referred them to Maple Manor Hotel, lo-

cated BK*xx£fc in the ^ear ^orth Side in a transient area, 

where they were able to find a vatfancy. The Wra later sent 

many resettlers to this hotel so that oyer 50 of the 100 

roomers were of Japanese ancestry by the spring of 1944. 

" I haven't tried to move from the Maple Manor 
Hotel because I have run into a little discrimina-
tion in housing. Actually we have never looked too 
hard for another place and if we do moye, it will 
he because the rent is cheaper and we will he closer 
to our job. There are 5 of us living here in this 
apartment. We have nother bedroom on the other side 
of the kitchen and bathroom which separates the li-
ving room from the back part of the apartment, ^he 
place here is convenient for my work as it is only 
10 minutes away by street car. However, we do plan 
to move eventually to a place out of the loop be-
cause the neighborhood is not so good. 3?he electri-
city is D .C . current and it is very inconvenient for 
my phonograph. The rent we pay is too high for this 
place also, -«'or the five of us, it adds up to |90 a 
month. <*e get very spotty maid service because maids 
are pretty scarce these days. About the only other 
^isei we drop in on in this hotel are the two groups 
from Minidoka that we knew before, '^he others that 
we knew have already moved out. ^he rest of the 50 
Nisei living here are strangers from California. 
They are mostly single fellows, ^'here are a few 
Nisei girls in our building, but they don't stay 
long because the atmosphere is not very good. " ! 

Hiromasa's relationship with the landlady and other occ 

pants of the house were casual. 

"The landlady has no objections to the Nisei 
and she does not care about the congregation be-
cause the ^isei pay their rent properly and they 
don't tear up the place, «ome of the Caucasian 

1 . Case history, p. 159. 
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roomers here are of doubtful characters anyway. 
They don't object too much. There are several 
single Caucasian girls living here and a few fami-
lies . The young girl itiio is the night clerk here 
is a Hawaiian and she lives with her family in this 
building. Most of the occupants of the hotel are 
older people. The landlady lives in the building 
also, and she acts like a madam for a house. One 
of her daughters is just like a prostitute and she 
hangs out in tiie hotel around the c o m e r . 

Hiromasa was the oldest of the five young men living to-

gether so that he took leadership in the group, ^hey were all 

known to each other prior to the war, and they engaged in social 

activities together. Hiromasa's brother and sister lived near-

by so that Hiromasa occasionally visited them, ¿fter a year in 

Chicago, Hiromasa was still very dissatisfied with his housing 

situat ion. 

2. Case History, pp. 77-78. 



CE-22 Frances Nishimoto 

HOUSING 

Prances had extremely difficult housing adjustments during 

her first few months in Chicago in mid-1945. She and her friend 

took an apartment on the South Side, but Frances never did like 

the location "as people stared at me all the time," (p. 68) ^wo 

weeks later, a crisis developed. 

"Our landlady was very nice to us for the first 
two weeks but after that she began to complain a lot. 
We did have a l&t of visitors in our apartment so may-
be it was partly our fault. At that time a lot of 
Nisei were coming out of camp and they called on us. 
% e landlady didn 't like this because she said that 
the neighbors thought that so many Japanese around 
that area looked suspicious and it was dangerous for 
them. I found out later that the real reason why she 
kicked us out was that we had so many visitors. The 
people in the area made a petition to get the Japanese 
out of there and I got so worried about that. Now I 
think it might have been a rumor, but I really be-
lieved that it was true at that time. I felt funny 
when the people stared at me when I walked v down the 
street. 

"Finally the landlady made it so unpleasant by-
being rude and hinting that we should leave that we 
decided we couldn't stand it any more, ^e caught on 
to what she was trying to do and we felt that it would 
be better to get another apartment which would not 
have such an uncomfortable attitude, i had a girl 
friend from Detroit who came to visit me and the land-
lady made me pay $1 .00 a night for her to stay in my 
apartment. I told the landlady I could not afford 
that much and I would rqport her to the OPA. Then she 
said i would have to pay 50 cents a night for my 
friend. It was after that that the landlady told us 
to get out in five days. Her husband told us that the 
neighbors threatened to throw stones in the windows of 
his house i f they did not get us out. There was noth-
ing we could do about it and we did not feel like re-
porting the matter to the OPA because we didn't want 
to live there anymore anyway. She landlady's husband 
also told us that his wife 's father and other rela-
tives had told them to get us out. I told him that 
his wife should have told us directly instead of giv-
ing us nasty notes telling us not to do this and that . " l 

2. Case History, pp. 1 - 6 5 . 
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The girls decided to split lip and Frances became quite des-

perate in her ho usé hunting, 2?he University of Chicago housing 

bureau got her a sleeping room for $5 a week. In October the 

bureau referred her to the George Williams College dormitory 

where 14 other girls roomed, ^ranees enjoyed living with the 

other girls, but she fe^t that it was not enough of a home at-

mosphere so that she began to look: for a more permanent place 

where she and. her sister could l ive . 

"Although the life in this college dormitory has 
been pleasant enough, I ' d rather live in my own home 
any time, ¿'hat is why I have been looking around for 
another place where i can stay. It is not because I 
am dissatisfied with the people living with me now or 
with the place here. The house is very nice and it is 
quite comfortable in many ways. However, I do not have 
the privacy which I would like very much. I miss my 
family l i fe very much, but it does not look like I can 
have that for quite a while yet. The next best thing 
to & that would be to have an apartment of my own. The 
life X am living here is more of the college dormitory 
style and I „am definitely through with that stage of my 
life since ^ am no longer going to college. I come 
home all tired from work and I would prefer to have 
calmness and privacy, I just can't get it here. 

"Another thing is that I can't enjoy my meals as I 
have to eat out all of the time. Usually I eat on the 
University Commons but occasionally I got to some of the 
other restaurants around the University, -¿very once in 
a while I got to a Chinese restaurant to eat. That is 
why I don't miss Japanese food too much, bating out is 
all right i f you don't have to do it all the time. I 
miss the services that my mother used to do for ine* 
Nowadays I have to do my own launary and everything else 
for myself. I 'm not saying that I miss my family for 
this reason. I miss the contacts of the family very 
much and it does get lonesome once in a while. Every-
body is to herself out here and I don't hage anyone to 
discuss mutual problems or other things with. The girls 
living in this house are only staying here temporarily 
and they go to their own homes for vacations. I can't 
very well do that because my family lèves too far «ray. 

" I suppose the thing that gets me is that I am to 
myself too much. And it is more noticeable to me be-
cause the rest of the girls livicg in the dorm here 
are students. Their problems and ways* of living are 



definitely so different from mine, ihey don't have 
a career yet and we have different purposes. I get 
along with them very well but we are not of common 
interest. I got out with them once in a while but 
not too often. I wouldn't like to see more -^isei mov-
ing around here though. xhat would make the problem 
even greater . "2 

Frances managed to get another lead through the University 

of Chicago housing bureau, but WX wasn't feeling so bold when I 

went up to the place to apply, ^he landlady did not seem very 

cordial at first and I was quite nervous. My first impression 

was that she wanted to turn me away, but after * told her that 

I worked on the campus she took a liking to me and gave me a 

vacancy.* (p. 68) d a n c e s was very fearful of her position 

since the landlady had told the other tenants that she was Chi-

nese. therefore, 

" . . . . . I hope that other nisei doa't move near my 
place, especially i f they are the wrong kind of nisei 
because I ma^ be put out of my new place and I am 
tired of moving around. 

" I guess I 'm selfish about it, but that is the 
way I feel. I think that the nisei should scatter 
around all over Chitfago for their own good. I f they 
cluster up in one place, it won't be any good for any 
of us. It will only make more problems and I am tired 
of having to face all of these problems. It makes me 
worry when I think that something like this is going 
to happen. " 3 

And, 

" I don't think my landlady wants me to have very 
many nisei visitors, ^he asked me about that once the 
other day and I told her I didn't know too many nisei . 
I 'm going to keep my place a secret because I don't 
want to be chased out again. It doesn't bother me not 
to have a lost of nisei visitors because I don't care 
so much for that right now. I don't have the time to 

2. Case History, pp. 66-67. 

3. Case History, p. 69 . 
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be entertaining a lot of people anyway. I guess I ' l l 
have to suffer from the social point but it won't be 
too hard. The hakujin get too suspicious and preju-
diced i f they see too many nisei coming around. I ' l l 
never make the same mistake I did in the Oakenwald St. 
apartment that I lived in before. did have a lot 
of nisei visitors and that is what aroused the people 
in the neighborhood against us. ¿ince 1 have been in 
the dormitory here, I have not encouraged many nisei 
to come and see me. I was so embarrassed one time 
when a nisei fellow 1 knew called upon me unexpectedly 
and he hollered for me outside the building instead 
of coming to the door and ringing the bell . I bet 
that certainly attracted the neighbors because it was 
after 11 : 00 o'clock at night. 1 d idn ' t think it was 
very good manners to do that. 

Frances and her sister lived together in this apartment un-

til Sepiemb er, 1944 when their cousin came from Hevada to join 

them, -oy this time there was one other M s e i couple living in 

the building, but d a n c e s was not as sensitive about her housing 

paeition by the middle of 1945 as she had been a year previously. 

"We don't get along with the landlord very well 
as she wants to charge us extra rent for the third 
person. ahe tried to force it on me recently and for 
one of the few times in my l i f e I really stuck up for 
my rights and I said that I would go to the OPA. I 
told her that we vxkb weren't living unsanitary and we 
kept the place neat so that she should not have any 
objections. She sadly went home with her haad hanging 
down when 1 told her * would report her to my major.' 
I think that we pay too much rent as it is. The one 
good thing about this apartment is that we have a pri-
vate bath so I like it here. I wi sh that our landlady 
would not be so nosey. We had & 120-watt globe in our 
lamp and she came in and replaced it with a 60-watt 
globe. »%e said that the electric company ordered 
this change but * know that she was lying. 

" I don't know what we can do about finding ano-
ther apartment because all of the ^isei have such a 
hard time in finding such a decent place. It seems 
that the landlord in most of the places where liisei 
live is always objecting to something or another in 
order to take advantage because they know we are 
having a difficult time and we won't protest too 
much, "hen we first moved into this apartment, the 

4 . Case History, pp. 69-70. 
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landlady came and warned us about having too many 
Nisei visitors in this apartment as she said it was 
too conspicuous. f irst I listened to her "but I 
have told her that we had a right to have relatives 
and friends to come in, ^he then said they shouldn't 
come too often. I argued quite a bit but i don't 
care now as the landlady can't do anything about it 
even if people do come here. only have company on 
week-ends anyway, ^here are a number of ^isei living 
in this neighborhood but I rarely see any of them and 
I know ^ery few. As far as * know there haven't been 
any neighborhood objections to us. I ' d like to move 
to a larger place but we know i t ' s impossible to find 
one so i t ' s no use looking, binding a decent apartment 
is mostly-luck and we don't have the time to go around 
and look. we have to take what we can get anyway. 
Some of Ay nisei friends have tramped weeks and weeks 
for an apartment while others are lucky to find one 
right away. I don't know what I will do i f my family 
decides to come out to Chicago, although I don't think 
they are planning on i t . w 5 

At the present time (June, 1945) ^ranees is looking for a 

larger apartment to bring her family out toar, but she finds it 

impossible to get another location b etfause of the present ssta 

acute housing situation, (see family resettlement section) 



CH-23 Ikuko May Maruyama 

HOUSING 

When Ikuko arrived in Chicago in April, 1943, her initial 

housing problem was solved by accepting a domestic job. A few 

months later she decided to take an office job so that she moved 

in with a friend on the west side (see job adjustment section). 

Ikuko had a great deal of difficulty in finding housKing, but she 

felt that she had to move out of her temporary apartment as "there 

were bedbugs in the place . " Two of her girl friends decided to 

share an apartment with Ikuko andher brother so they proceeded to 

look for an opening. 

"At first I was afraid that we would not be able 
to find a place at all because of the housing shortage. 
I thought that some of the places would discriminate 
against us. three of us began to look in the news-
papers and we decided to break up into three groups and 
each of us take a different section of the city in our 
apartment hunting. I walked around for several days 
without any success and May and Lucy did not have any 
luck either. I bad a chance at a couple of places but 
they ifere too dirty, finally I went to the WRA and 
they had a l ist of available apartments. I told them 
that I was interested in a 3-room apartment on the 
Horth ^ide and we were willing to pay up to $50 a month 
but the man at the $BA told me of two places on Geneva 
terrace and one of them so Ended very good to me. It 
was rented for $55 a month and I decided to come out 
immediately. 

"When I got here I found that the lamlady was 
very nice and I was so happy that she w u l d rent the 
apartment to us. I was impressed m t h the neatness 
and cleanliness of the building so that I put a deposit 
down for the apartment right away and then went to get 
May and Lucy to come and look at the place. When we 
came out all together they looked and liked the place 
immediately so that we moved ¿>n Octomber 1, 1943 and 
my brother was out by that time so he came with u s . " 1 

Ikuko was satisfied with her new apartment for which she paid 

2. Case History, pp. 72-65. 



a rent of $55 a month for three rooms as she felt that it was 

better than her pr e-evac nation house, ^at her chief complaint 

was the lack of privacy. 

"At times it is hard living with other people and 
I can t fe6l completely at ease. I t ' s not like living 
with $our own family. I 'm busy all the time so that I 
don't get to enjoy my apartment complete.y The rela-
tionships between those of us here is fairly good. 
Occasionally we do have some friction. The reason for 
that is that the three girls are all of the same age 
so that there is no older person around to show respect 
to. I mean by that, we don't show too much deference 
for each other and we are not so willing to make per-
sonal sacrifices as we would to an older person."* 

There were a few resettlers liging in the neighborhood, but, 

" I wouldn't want them to move into our build-
ing at all or even into the next building because I 
feel that a concentration of Japanese around here 
would change the public feeling towards us. ^ight now 
the hakujin are very friendly and we are not too con-
spicuous. " 3 

Earl^ in 1944, Ikuko got married and moved up to Minneapolis 

while her younger orother went to live with his parents, who had 

resettled to ^vanston. 

2. 

3. 

^ase history, p. 72. 

^ase History, p. 73. 



OH-26 Shizuko Hffttori 

HOUSING 

Shizuko had no housing problems during her first year in 

Chicago as her employer arranged for room at the George Williams 

College dormitory. She adjusted herself easily to this living 

arrangement, and she made many friends, 

" I get along swell with them and we do everything 
together. 'They are a lot of fun and * am always being 
invited out by them, during Christmas X went to Green 
Bay, Wisconsin, over the holidays with one of the girls 
in the house and I got alorg wonderfully with all of 
her parents and f r iends . " ! 

Shizuko's main dissatisfaction was with the city itself and 

she did not think that she would live here permanently because 

w I don't like Chicago itself . There are too 
many things here to distract me. And X don't think I 
will be able to keep up with this fast tempo of living 
permanently. Another thing is that the people around 
here do have distinct racial attitudes, ¿'here is too 
much prejudice against the ^egroes and they can't even 
move to the other side of Cottage Grove, another 
thing is that there are too many slums here and there 
is no family living ways at al l . All I do is go to 
work, go out on dates and have fun, come home and en-
joy myself with the girls in the house, visit friends 
occasionally, etc. ^here is nothing constructive about 
my l i fe at all and don't think that I will be able 
to do this all the time. Sooner or later the novelty 
will wear off and I will have to settle down ar£ really 
belong to the community.n2 

When the dormitory closed in the summer of 1944, Shizuko went 

to live with another Nisei girl friend, (needs follow-up) 

1 . C ase History, p . 53. 

2 . Case history, pp. 56-58. 



CH-30 Richard Moto 

. HOUSING; 

Eichard lived at the ^riends hostel during his first three 

weeks in Chicago and he thoroughly enjoyed this experience as 

it "definitely contributed to my development as I went out of 

my way to make friends with everyone," (p. 133) Eichard was 

in no hurry to move out because of these pleasant contacts. 

In fact, 

" I hated to move out as I felt lonely after 
getting out of camp and I was making new friends, 
I met another Nisei there and after we became 
friendly, we decided to batch together. Our house 
hunting wasn't too difficult a task. All we did 
was walk around the district surrounding the hostel. 
We found a few openings but the rooms were not so 
good. In one place we actually moved in for one day 
then the landlady said that she didn't want any Fi-
lipinos in the house. I didn 't tell her I was a 
Nisei oecause 1 didn't like her attitude, so I went 
back to the hostel. The following day we found this 
building and we got a room here. I stayed with my 
friend for two weeks and then my present ioom-mate, 
Hisao (Ch-27), came out here so I reserved our pre-
sent apartment for the two of us. My other room-
mate got another job on the South Side so that he 
moved out there. I have been in this place ever since 
JTune, 1943. "1 

Richard gradually overcame his fears about the landlady as 

she changed her attitudes about the Nisei and soon other re-

settlers were moving into the building and wthey brought a lot 
<» j? 

of their friends" until about 15 in all became tenants. Rich-

ard's reaction was unfavorable because it "threatened his own 

security." 

"At first I didn't want any other Nisei around 
here as I thought that it was too conspicuous. It 
was pretty difficult because I wanted to have my 
friends around me all the time. However, I felt 
that it was better to draw a line some place. More 

1. Case history, p. 159. 



and more $ isei moved into the area so that there are 
now quite a few in this district, &ight across the 
street a whole mess of them, about 15, moved in la-
ter. Then around the corner there are about 15 more 
in another house. On Geneva Terrace there are a lot 
of ^isei girls who live alibng the street. Two blocks 
north, on Hampden Court, there are a lot of Nisei 
fellows batching. I don't know the exact number of 
Nisei in the whole district but I would guess there 
must be £00 in a l l . I don't know very many of them 
and I rarely see them. 

Richard paid f5 a week rent, but wthis room here is a dump 

and i t couldn't begin to compare with my Berkeley house." (p. 

135) However, he felt that it was only a temporary arrangement 

so that he did nothing about finding another apartment. His 

complaints were numerous. 

" . . . . . T h e room is not too clean and cockroaches 
run all over the place. We have to cover up all of 
our food in order to keep them out. We haven't had 
any bedbugs yet so that is one consolation. It is 
rather difficult to wash all of the dishes in that 
small washstand but we manage to get along. One of 
the things * don't like about the place is that it has 
a musty odor but all the buildings in Chicago seem to 
be this way. On the other hand we get very good linen 
service and we don't have any trouble with other te-
nants. % e landlady ie very congenial and she is a 
good friend of ours. Since this is only a temporary 
place I haven't much to kick about as 1 couldn't 
afford a better place right now since my income is 

l imited . "3 

* i chard had only a slight acquaintance with the other Nisei 

occupant in the buildings after two years of living there because 

of the large turnover. "We don't even say hello to each other." 

(p. 136) He missed the home atmosphere and for a while he 

thought of working in a Caucasian home in order to get this. 

2. Case History, pp. 134-135. 

3. Case ^istory, p. 135. 
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Early in 1944, ^ichard made an attempt to move into a settlement 

and cooperative house, but nothing came of his application. 

By May, 1944, the complete building was occupied by reset-

tiers, but Bichard only developed a close friendship with the 

Nisei girls who was talked about for going around with Negroes 

socially. 

I don't take the trouble to get close to the 
other -^isei living in the house because they don't seem 
to be too interesting, '¿'here are a couple of Kibei 
living in this building and they talk loud in Japanese 
all the time and every once in a while they play the 
Japanese records. 1 never pay any attention to anyone 
in the house because * am busy with giy own activities. 
Most of the ^isei living in this building are working 
and they are singlb but 3 of the girls have gotten 
married since they moved in here. One of them even 
has a baby now. 

"On the ^hole, it is a very dull household and 
nothing very much happens. The ^isei living here just 
chase around all the time like they used to and they 
don't seem to have improved themselves in any way 
since resettlement, *wo of the girls go out on dates 
almost every night and a couple of girls go out on 
dates once in a while, but most of the girls living 
here lead a very quiet l i fe , ^hey don't belong to 
any clubs at all and they aren't interested in out-

sside activities , ^hey don't seem to do anything ex-
cept feo to work and come home. % e r e was one girl 
who was supposed to be going into a business school 
at night, but she propped out and she is getting a 
little wild now. ^he is one of the girls who goes 
out on dates a lot and I think she's~only about 19 
years old. 

"Most of the -Nisei living here in this house 
belong to their own small cliques ani they don't 
inter-miac even with one another very much and they 
seem to have a definite limitation in interests. I 
have never talked to them very much but I think that 
all of the girls are worried mostly about how they 
are going to bring their families out from camp. 
One girl was saying that she and her parents could 
start a paper flower making business and that there 
was a good opportunity in it. r^he fellows aren't 
too worried about the closing of the camp because 
they all thinfe that they will be drafted before they 
can do anything about it anyway. 
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n I t seems to me that most of the Nisei living 
in this house don't even go to the Nisei activities 
out here because they aren't too interested in it . 
They aren't interested in anything, •'•'hey just go to 
work and amuse themselves at home in the evenings in 
some way. '^he single fellows just go out to visit girls 
because they aren t interested in reading or anything 
like that, '̂ hey just seem to be drifting along but 
some of them are saving their money and working for 
the future, ^he married girls in this house are a lot 
more settled because they are thinking in terms of a 
family future and they're not as restless as the others."^ 

Richard's relationship with the landlady were excellent 

after he had lived there for two years, ^he liked the N i s e i as 

"they $fcid the rent on time and they were very <§aurteous to her . , 

guess they feel they have to treat her respectfully because 

she is a hakujin." (p. 164) 

"None of our Caucasian neighbors around here have 
objected about us and the swarm of Japanese that I 
thought was going to move into this neighborhood did 
not materialize, ^he reason for that is that most of 
the single fellows got drafted and the movement for the 
rest was toward the % r t h Side further up around 4000 . w 5 

Bichard had no definite place for moving except that there 

was a possibility that one of his friends would open a co-op 

house. 

4 . Case Histpry, pp. 162-164. 

5 . Case History, p. 165. 



CH-34 Johnny Masaki 

. HOUSING; 

Johnny made good housing adjustments after arriving in 

Chicago because he entered a family situation. 

" I was pretty glad when I left Denver, I knew 
I would have a better home l i fe in Chicago with my 
relatives and I would be more settled. **hen I first 
arrived I felt completely lost because I didn't know 
the city at all . My brother-in-law and sister helped 
me get settled and I moved in with them. "1 

After three months, he volunteered into the Army and he 

was inducted in March, 1944. 

1 . Case history, p . 159. 



CH-39 Doris Ihara 

HOUSING 

When Doris arrived in Chicago at the end of 1942, she moved 

into a single room in the apartment house where her sister lived, 

A few weeks later, she moved to the ^ear North Side with her 

sister and brother-in-law. After two months, ^oris decided to 

find an apartment of her own so that she could call her brother 

to Chicago, Doris found a large apartment in April, 1943, tout 

her brother changed his mind about coming so ^oris invited two 

single girls to live with her. This arrangement did not work 

out too well "because of the cramp quarters and personality 

differences of the girls, 

"At first the three of us living together like 
that was all righfc, hut none of us felt settled. It 
was not living at all as we just worked, shopped, ate, 
and slept, -^one of us knew each other too well so 
that it took us quite a #iile to get used to each 
other. kept more to ourselges at first , Then 
friends started to drop over so that we soon got to 
be like sisters, The three of us had been playing 
lonesome and unsettled so we kept in our own shells 
until we found out that we were alike in many res-
pects, ^usie was much older than us and she had a 
boy friend at last so $11 en and I began to go around 
with each other more and we spent a lot of time to-
gether. We went to shows and visited friends and did 
other things like that. It got to be a little prob-
lem for a while because Susie 's boy friend was court-
ing her intensively and he stayed all hours of the 
night so we could not get our proper s l e e p . " ! 

In the meantime, Doris1 younger brother had resettled so in 

September, 1943, she took another apartment. 

"When after I made all of these plans and moved 
into this place, my younger brother did not want to 
come and live with me because I was a girl and he 
liked his friend better . " 2 

1. Case History, p . 62 . 

2 . Case History, p. 63, 



This new arrangement did not work out so well. 

" I began to encourage Hana to look for a place 
of her own. But she is the kind of a girl who is 
lost when it comes to things like this. I knew that 
the three of us would get on each other fs nerves. I 
had to get up at 6 : 0 0 in the morning in order to 
clean the house because I couldn't stand to leave it 
messy while *ana liked to sleep until it was almost 
time to go to work. I knew that fchis couldn't work 
out so after two weeks 1 told iiana that she would 
have to move. Hana liked to stay here with us but 
the place was too small. My older sister offered to 
take her in temporarily so that arrangement was made 
and Hana is still living with her although she has to 
find a place soon because she is getting married at 
the end of this month (May). X felt mean in telling 
Hana .to move out but it just wouldn't have worked out. 
How 'lien and I get along very nicely and we never get 
into each other fs way. ¿ l ien is thinking of bringing 
her younger brother out of camp so I may let her have 
this apartment if she can't find a place of her own. 
I can go live with my older sister after Hana moves 
out or else find another room mate and an apartment 
of my own."3 

Doris had no worries about housing because " I ' ve never had 

the door slanmed in my face or be called a Jap . " (p. 64) How-

ever, she had some minor complaints to make about her relation-

ship with the landlady. 

n We don't get our hot water in time. The 

First Nisei fellow who moved into this bsuilding 
spoiled the landlady as he bought his own sheets and 
he offered more money when he brought his friend into 
the building, ^o when the rest of the Uisei started 
to move in, the landlady said that we had to bring 
our own linen and she refused maid service to us. 
later on, she started to cut down on the coal and 
heat and we still did not moan. About two months ago 
I began writing her notes asking her to please have 
hot water for us when we came home from work but she 
blamed it on the war. 

"'•The landlady tried to raise my rent from |42 a 
month to $45 just because she thought that I was mak-
ing a lot of money. I refused to pay this amount and 
I said that x would go ask the Opa so that she backed 
down. Yet, she always comments on how clean and quiet 

3. Case History, p. 26. 
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th e M h o n j i n in the building are and she likes us 
because we pay our rent on time. There are about 14 
Nihonjin living here now out of about 24 people in 
the building. lshe ^ihonjin all live on the second 
floor. I know about 10 of the Japanese living in this 
building. I only knew about four of them from camp 
and I met the rest here. I know all of the hakujin 
in the house t o o . " 4 

Despite the large number of resettlers living in the build-

ing, Doris felt that it would be more desirable i f they did not 

V 
concentrate so much. 

n . . . . . I would like it better if there were less 
Nisei around here. I don't particularly want any 
more to move in but I can't say anything about that 
because they have a right to move in i f they want to. 
But I do wish that they woutLd spread out over the city 
a little more because people will start to call this a 
Jap house if too many lihonjin live here and «b should 
avoid that 

" I never encourage any of my friends to move into 
this building. I knew that the apartment next door 
was open and I was hoping that some Caucasian would 
move in instead of Nisei . One thing that discourages 
the ^isei from moving here in greater numbers is the 
high rents. #35 is the cheapest rent here and that is 
only a sleeping room, ^he other rooms average from 
$42 up to #52 .50 for a three-room place. I think that 
Ellen and 1 have the nicest room on this floor as we 
have a Pullman kitchen, open couch, rugs on the floor 
and a private bath. There is only one other private 
bath on this floor and the rest of the rooms have to 
share a bathroom. 

In comparing her apartment with her pre-war house, Doris had 

the following comment to make. 

"Of course, this apartment of mine can't begin 
to compare with my home in ^asadena. 1 feel so cramped 
up in this one room. I don't know what my housing 
plans for the future are as it will depend uposn what 
develops. My housing future is most uncertain and I 

4 . Case History, p. 65. 

5. Case History, p. 66. 
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don't plan to settle down permanently in any one place 
for the duration. 

In the fall of 1944, ^oris moved in with her resettled fa-

mily (mother and three brothers), but early in 1945 she left to 

enter the Cadet Nursing Corps. 



CH-41 Hana Shiozawa 

. HOUSING; 

When Hana arrived in Chicago at the end of December, 1942, 

she lived for a week with a Nisei girl friend on the South Side. 

She then moved in temporarily with another girl friend into a 

basement apartment on the Near North Side. Hana and her girl 

friend began to look for a more permanent place, and they had a 

very difficult time because it was in the middle of winters. 

"A lot of times we got turned down because we 
were not wanted. Other places discouraged us by 
charging much more than the sign said or else they 
would say the place was just taken. In some places 
they asked us what nationality we were and when we 
explained they said they were sorry they could not 
take Japanese. All of this was most discouraging 
and it wasn't pleasant for a newcomer to be welcomed 
to this city. I began to realize that everything was 
not a bed or roses. We went house hunting for days 
and we got this sort of reception all the time."l 

Finally Hana and her friend found a vacancy in a basement 

apartment on the -^ear ^orth bide and they immediately moved in. 

The rent was only |>£5 a month, but the kitchen had to be shared 

with the occupants in the rear apartment. At the end of the first 

month (February 1945) the landlady asked them to vacate because 

she needed the apartment for a single man who agreed to stoke the 

furnace in exchange for room. 

At noon time I went out with a hakujin girl 
friend from the office and she helped me in house 
hunting. ran into a place on ¿ush ^t . near the 
Loop and the landlady was very cordial when she showed 
the hakujin girl the rooms since she thought it was 
for her. Then she found out that it was for Aiko and 
me and she became very hesitant, ^he said she had 
never taken Japanese before but finally decided to 
give us a chance when the hakujin girl talked up for 
us. The landlady let us take an apartment on the 

1 . Case history, p . 159. 



second floor and now the whole second floor is occu-
pied by Japanese, ^e paid $>37.50 for our apartment. "2 

When Hana's girl friend moved to New York, Hana could not 

afford to keep the apartment up so she moved in with three other 

Nisei girls i n the next blook and she gave her former apartment 

fcp to two friends who had just resettled. Under the new arrange-

ment, nana only paid $11 .60 a month for rent. Sana's room-ipates 

both got married so she went i/ack to live with another girl 

friend on ^ush St . in February, 1944. 'ihe following month, Hana 

went to live temporarily with another ^isei girl friend on Dear-

born St. in a basement apartment. By this time Hana was plan-

ning to get married so that she began to look for another apart-

ment, but she was very discouraged with the prospects. 

"All of my friends have had a great deal of 
trouble in finding housing. A lot of places are pes-
tered with bidbngs, 1 would say most of them. A lot 
of other places charge the ^isei too much for rent 
too but there isn 't much choice because these Nisei 
can't sleep out in the streets . "^ 

In June, 1944, Hana got married and moved to the Far North 

Side, but she still had intentions of finding more permanent 

housing, (needs follow-up.) 

2. Case -history, p. 41 

3. Case History, p. 43 . 



CH-48 Chizu Sanada 

. HOUSING; 

When Chizu came to Chicago in S e p t e m b e r , 1943, she lived 

with her sister "on the fourth floor of an old building in the 

slums of dearborn St , " (p. 110) After two weeks, 

" I couldn't stand it any longer so I re-
belled. It was so cramped and it reminded me too 
much of the cheap rooming houses of Los Angeles. 
Our apartment was a very dingy place and the bath-
room was filthy. It reminded me too much of all the 
places 1 didn't like in Pasadena and I was ashamed 
to live there. I felt * was lowering my standard of 
living by living in such slum conditions. I moved to 
a sleeping room downstairs but that didn 't satisfy me 
because I didn 't like the general neighborhood. 

"One of my girl friends visited me and she told 
me about the nice apartment she had on E. Pearson St. 
so I immediately asked for an apartment in this build-
ing and I got it , I have lived here ever since so that 
I didn 't have any of the housing experiences that other 
Nisei complain about, I pay |8 a week for this apart-
ment and it is decorated in a most comfortable style, 
ihe owner here is artistic so that he tries to fix the 
apartment up in a modernistic manner. He is the type 
who is very understanding,"1 

In her new apartment Chizu established very friendly rela-

tionship with her landlord and she didn't want any more ^isei 

moving into the building because "the three of us have estab-

lished a good reputation here and we don't want to spoil i t . " 

(p. I l l ) The basis for this reasoning was that other Nisei girls 

would bring in zoot suiters to visit them and that "would create 

a bad impression and it definitely would hurt our standing." (p. 

I l l ) 

"The landlord at one time was planning to allow 
a batch of Nisei boys to come in here because he 
thought that they would keep the place clean and they 
would not use too much electricity. I sort of dis-

1. Case history, p. 159 . 



couraged this because I told him it might not be a 
good thing if a number of Nisei concentrated in one 
building. He seems to be unbiased toward ^isei but 
he doesn't want his whole apartment filled with them. 
There are quite a few liisei and Issei living in the 
neighborhood but ^ don't know them at all , I rarely 
see them except when I got up around Clark St, I 
know there are several houses filled with Nihonjin 
around here. 

After living in the building for a year, Chizu expressed 

satisfaction with her housing adjustment. 

I like the tenants in this building as IT 
• . . • . 

they are different from the ordinary run of people. 
»*e have artiwts, writers, clerical workers, foreign-
ers and even a couple of queers living here. There 
is one German girl upsfcAtrs who is quite interested 
in the ^isei problem and I go up there and talk to her 
once in a while, ^he i s trying to get me interested 
in poetry. We are one big happy family and we borrow 
sugar find other things from each other. 

Chi zu felt that it was through her influence that her land-

lord had persuaded other apartment house managers to adopt a more 

tolerant attitude toward resettler tenants. 

" The landlord has a friend who also manages 
an apartment house. This friend told my landlord that a 
taxi driver pimp, protestedabout a ^isei boy living in 
his building. My landlord's friend stuck up for the 
liisei boy and he said that if the Army was willing to 
have him, he was good enough for his apartment. He 
was going to kick the taxi-driver out of his building. 
He gave the ^isei boy a week's free rent before the 
fellow went away into the Army, before I moved into 
this building my landlord did not know anything about 
the ^isei and he was the one who told his friend about 
it so there was one exanple of how it turned out well 
there was not too much liisei congestion h e r e . 

Chizu realized that the housing situation was difficult , 

but she believed that part of the fault was due to exessive 

2. Case History, p. 111. 

3 . Case History, p. I l l , 

4 . Case ^istory, p. 112. 
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"choosiness" by those vrtio were not in a position to be so. How-

ever, she concluded that discrimination was the chief obstacle 

in the way of satisfactory housing adjustments. 

" There is an older ^isei fellow * know who 
has a wife and child and he had a very hard time in 
getting a decent apartment. £art of the fault was his 
own because he was expetfting to find a home equal to 
the one he had in California, and the Nisei can't 
afford to be that choosey about housing out here be-
cause the standards are much lower. I 've heard of 
discrimination cases too. One of my Nisei friends came 
out here from camp and stayed at the Brethren's hostel. 
She started to look for a place of her own but several 
doors were slammed in her face. $he went to the WBA 
out of desperation and she was sent to some very dumpy 
places. She had such a hard time that she finally went 
to stay at a place owned by a ^ihonjin. This girl has 
a friend who phoned her one night right after the news 
about the Illinois Central Railroad difficulty and this 
friend told her that they were being kicked out of the 
apartment on account of that news. The landlord read 
that the Japanese workers were invading the city and 
she got worried so she decided to get rid of all her 
Nisei tenants. The girl didn 't even protest but she 
moved out quietly. 

" I feel that many of the Nisei face discrimination 
in housing because they don't know how to go about 
picking an apartment. They barge into any district 
in a headlong way and when they are turned down they 
always fiall it discrimination. I feel that there are 
Certain areas in Chicago which are not advisable to 
seek housing in because of tiie existing tension there, 
for example, it wouldn't be advisable for Kisei to try 
to find an apartment just outsida the Negro areas be-
cause the Caucasian «mrners are very touchy about a 
colored invasion into their own blocks and they would 
be more likely to turn a ^isei down, Tk e x e are also 
many areas ufoich are occupied by an upper middle class 
income group and the ^isei would not be able to afford 
the rents charged in such places. Chicago is a very 
big city so that there are still many neighborhoods 
untouched by ^isei and they would have a chance to move 
in. The trouble is that the Nisei tend to concentrate 
into a few districts, especially the Jewish and German 
ones. I have a feeling that they could spread out into 
other neighborhoods which are predominantly occuped by 
other nat ional i ty groups. The whole west side is un-
touched by Nisei yet. I suppose the Nisei like to live 
near the Loop and that is why they are beginning to 





CH-51 Xisako Yasuda 

HOUSING 

Kisako had no place to stay when she arrived in Chicago with 

her girl friend in March, 1944, but she refused to register in 

the Newberry ^otel on North Clark St, as 

" I thought the building was a dump because 

it was so,dirty. The bathroom was just filthy. I 
new that * couldn't stay in a place like that , n l 

The brethren's hostel took her in and Kisako and three of 

her friends immediately began apartment hunting. 

" We had a terrible time finding a place for 
us four girls. went all over to look at the dif-
ferent places advertised in the newspapers and we 
asked the people at the hostel to help us too. All 
of the places that the WBA sent us to were slum 
places and not fit to live in. we hunted for over a 
week and we finally did find a place, ^e were dis-
criminated in a lot of places because I knew they 
didn't want any Japanese living there, finally, 
through the hostel we found an apartment which we 
took. We rented three rooms upstairs in a private 
home, de were to pay f l 2 a week for the four of us. 
The rooms were very dirty and we did not have enough 
conveniences. had to wcrub the whole place up in 
order to make it clean. On top of that we had to do 
our own linen. landlady was awfully kind to us 
thou gh. 

" I didn 't know what was the matter with the 
other three Nisei girls, but they were very scornful 
of the old landlady. She used to weep for us because 
we were so alone, but the other girls didn't appreci-
ate that and they would laugh. After a week we moved 
out as we found a better place where we could have 
more privacy. The girls ' brother found us an apart-
ment at 2855 N. Ciark St. ^his place was much cleaner 
and we only paid $11 a week rent. We had a refrigera-
tor and clean linen service provided. There were 5 
rooms which were feirly comfortable. The building 
was owned by a Japanese and over half of the tenants 
were people from the camps."^ 

Xisao, in describing her relationship with her three room-

1. Case History, p . 62 . 

2 . Case History, pp. 62-65. 
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mates, soon discovered that she could not get along with them 

because of a lack of common interests and other factors. 

"Those three girls were always going out on dates 
and that was all they could talk about. It got on my 
nerves. One of the girls was quarrelsome and it was 
irritating to me. I suppose that they didn't like it 
either. It go so that I finally d idn ' t care to be 
arocind them anymore. They gossiped too much and I 
thought that they were too narrow-minded. They never 
talked about anything but boys and the dates they had 
gone out on. I was disgusted with all of this be-
cause there was too much of it . I never knew these 
girls before I left camp anyway, ^e had come out to-
gether just for the convenience of it and we had 
never intended to live all together. Living with 
these girls really brought out to me the fact that 
the average Nisei was restricted in thinking about 
anything besides social affairsl I did get to find 
out how the average Nisei live. All of them were 
better off than I was, but they came from homes where 
the parents were strict so that they spoke Japanese 
around the apartment and I didn't care for that. 

"These girls were also more extravagant about 
spending money than I was. I didn't like to spend 
so much money because I was poor before and I wasn't 
used to splurging. I kept all of the money I could 
save. we lived on a budget of #5 a week each for 
food but the other girls were always being extrava-
gant and buying unnecessary things. They also had 
boys coming in for dinner all the time so that ran 
the b i l l up. I didn't care to pay for the expenses 
of this when I didn't particularly want them around. 

After two months, Kisako decided to move into a single room 

in another building where a ^isei girl friend was living. She 

found that the new environment was much more satisfactory, and 

within a short time she had established excellent relationship 

with the landlord and tenants. Kisako felt that it would jeo-

pardize her housirg situation if other resettlers moved into the 

vuilding so that she was very much opposed to the idea. 

" I l ike this place very much as the people here 
are friendly and they seem to be better educated than 

3. Case History, pp. 62-63. 



of the people I«*« met In Chiearo. ?here is only 
one other «isei beaidea Ghisn end I in the house »»a 
that 1 b her sister. I don't want any more ^ isei to 
move la here m that would be awful. it would 
ohenge the atmosphere and maybe tfee other people won't 
be ae neighborly as before. I intend to eta? in this 
pl*ee as long as J oan and A don't want anything to 
spoil it tor me. It wouldn't be so f»ood for the other 
$isei who move in here either. It would be better for 
them to be scattered out as thinly as possible and then 
there wouldn't be slo much gossiping among the Bisei . 

*l get along with the landlord vers well ©Ten if 
he is always dxtinju whi su said that the imager of 
this building is a ' f a i ry ' but he never bothers me. I 
liii.ee all the people in the building. "* 

In June, 1945» ZisaJco was still Hiring in tho same place and 

she had no current housing aomplainte to ma&e 



CH-57 Amy Ma nab e 

HOUSING 

Amy, Mrs. U. and her daughter had reservations in a Japan-

ese owned hotel on lorth Clark Street when they arrived in 

Chicago at the end of May, 1944, 

" I was expecting it to be a nice place. We were 
so disappointed when we found the hotel such a dirty 
place. Vie didn 't even feel like unpacking because we 
planned to move to a better place as soon as we could . " ! 

Amy believed that her housing adjustments were made much 

more difficult because of discrimination. 

"We began to look at advertisements in the news-
papers and we felt thafc we should get a good place i f 
three of us were working as the rent would be divided 
three ways. We phoned a few places and they told us 
to come out. % e n we got there, they suddenly changed 
their attitude when they saw we were lihonjin and said 
that the place was already taken. Some of the other 
places v/e looked at were not acceptable as the place 
was too dirty and we couldn't think of living in such 
a dirty place. W© discovered that renfcs were high xh 
so we worried a l ittle , '^here was one apartment open 
way up on the west side and it was a nice place but 
the landlady changed her mind at the last minute and 
cancelled the opening for us. I 'm sure that was pre-
judice because she mentioned that some of the other 
people didn't like the idea of any Japanese moving in. 
We became very discouraged so that Mrs. Nakase asked 
her friends to help us find an apartment. 

"One of them told us that there was a building up 
on Belden St. which had quite a few liihonjin and she 
said there was an opening there. We came up immediately 
and we found this apartment and a small sleeping room 
upstairs so that we took i t . It wasn't what we had 
planned upon but we couldn't be choosey anymore. We 
felt that it would be impossible to find a 3-room apart-
ment so we moved into this place on June 7. We are 
still looking for a larger place. We have been here for 
five months now and haven't been able to find quarters 
because Mrs. Hakase has to cook on that little stove 
tight in the same. room. I guess we are a little par-
ticular but I 'm sure we should be able to find some-
thing better . "S 

1 . Case History, pp. 47-48. 

2 . Case History, pp. 48-49. 



-2-

Adjustments were very difficult in the cramped quarters and 

Amy soon began to resent Mis . liakase's domination of her l i fe , 

but she felt that she had to resign herself to the situation be-

cause she had promised her parents that she would "obey" Mrs. 

Nakase as a condition for her leaving camp. 

" I ' m not satisfied at all with this place even 
though I have my small room upstairs. Mrs. Nakase 
would like to get a flat and buy furniture for it so 
she would have a decent place to entertain friends. 
It is embarrassing for her to bring friends into a 
room 10 feet by 12 feet where the bed, dining room, 
refrigerator, stove and everything else is located. 
I f we were able to get a flat, I still would get my 
own room because Mrs. Nakase promised me that. I 'd 
have to move with them vfoerevex we went because Mrs. 
lakas| says my mother asked her to be my guadian and 
I can t very well go my own way #ow after promising 
that i would follow Mrs. Nakase's advice. I don't 
think I need such close supervision at my age (23) but 
I guess I will go with them because Mrs. Nakase doesn't 
try to be too bossy with me and I get along fine with 
her. 

"Even though my room upstairs is very small, I 
could bring in another girl to sleep with me in the 
double-bed but obasan (Mrs. Nakase) might feel hurt i f 
I took in a girl friend to live with me and cook our-
selves. She might think ^ want to get rid of her and 
I don't want her to think that. I think it might be 
better if we moved into a f lat because there would be 
much more freedom. I haven't had any conflict with 
Mrs. Uakase yet because she is getting more liberal and 
she isn 't trying to keep a close watch over me as that. 
She doesn't tell me too many things to do and her ad-
vice is usually good. Fumi minds everything her mother 
says and she wouldn't think of doing anything on her 
own. 3?umi is the same age as I am. I 'm glad things 
aren't that strict for me even though I know I don't 
have the freedom that a lot of Nisei out here have. 
Maybe it s better for me because there are a lot of bad 
influences around here and I wouldn't want to do any-
thing that would disgrace my parents. Mrs. Nakase is 
nice even though she has a lot of Japanese ideas. I am 
helping ^umi to get her to change some of them because 
we are not living like we were in California and the 
xJisei have more to say. 

"We talked quite a bit of Japanese here because 
Mrs. Nakase doesn't understand English very well . Wehn 
our Nisei friends come to visit we speak English. We 
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try to explain to Mrs. Nakase right away so she 
doesn't feel out of place. She does all of the cook-
ing and management of the household so we eat a great 
deal of Japanese food. Mrs. ITakase got a job in a 
factory sewing through a friend of hers and she seems 
to like it well out here because the Issei she works 
with speak in Japanese and nobody tells them not to. 
Bumi like it here better than camp and I am perfectly 
satisfied because it is different from camp life and I 
am not bored like I was back there for so long. There 
are so many interesting things to do out here. 

"The thing that * dislike most about this apart-
ment is cooking and sleeping in the same room, "e don't 
have enough chairs for visitors to come sit in. It 
doesn't look so good. Mrs. Nakase pays $8 for her room 

and mine costs $5 a week. We don't have a private bath 
either. Back in francisco I had a home six times 
bigger than our present apartment. -I wish that we had 
it out here now with xall this housing shortage. I feel 
a little cramped here like I did in camp. All my 
friends seemed to be located in small one-room quarters 
too and they are all looking fbr bigger places but I 
guess i t ' s hard because of the discrimination. The 
Uihonjin~can'1 Ü n d housing so easy out here and that's 
the biggest problem for all of us. I wish the govern-
ment would open a housing project for just resettlers. 

"The district around here is a nice quiet residen-
tial one and i t ' s not dirfcy so i t ' s a good point about 
living here. Our partment is quite convenient to trans-
portation facilities so we do not lose much time going 
and ccming from work. In this apartment house the ma-
jority of the tenants are Japanese, '^ere are two Jtfi-
honjin couples and a lot of boys and girls here. There 
are only six hakujin l iving in this building and all the 
rest are ^ihonjin Í15 in a l l ) . I don't know any of the 
other Hisei living here very well although I say hello 
to them occasionally. They don't seem to be too friendly 
toward each other anyway so we just leave them alone. 

" I do know the three $isei girls who are living 
upstairs and i go over and talk to them some evenings. 
I don t mind living around other ^ihonjin as they don't 
bother me very much. The landlady here is very nice 
and she likes to have liisei. ^or a while she preferred 
to take all Nihonjin into the apartments here because 
they kept the place so clean. But when so many of 
them mored in here she decided to take no more as her 
remaining Caucasian tenants don't seem to like it too 
much, ¿"here seems to be quite a few Uihonjin living 
in this district but I don't see them as I am busy at 
work. "e would like to find a flat in this neighbor-
hood but they don't rent the good ones to Hihonjin. I 
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wish that they wouldn't discriminate against us so 
much because we are willing to pay the rent. All my 
friends feel that they are paying more than the place 
deserves."^ 

In June, 1945, Mrs. Nakase returned to California so ¿my de-

cided to stay on in her apartment and plan for family resettlement. 



CH-58 Gordon Asahi 

HOUSING 

W When Gordon arrived in Chicago in the spring of 1942, he 

did not have a housing problem since a place had been reserved 

for him in a Co-op house which was religiously oriental around 

Mr. Temple. The history of this group is related in Gordon's 

own words: 

" . . . . . T h e r e were about 10 fellows in his group. 
Temple managed to lease a large house for a year 

down on the South Side on Jeffery St. x t was sup-
posed to be an experiment in integrating a small 
group into the community life about us and the loca-
tion had been selected with great care. We lived 
cooperatively under Mr. temple's leadership but after 
his death, we lived in a very uncooperative manner. 
Tom Temple had planned his whole integration program 
in a queer way and he was a very impractical fellow 
because he honestly believed that the process of in-
tegration could be accomplished overnight if the 
fellows became religious. I didn't think that this 
was necessary a t a l l . '̂ om had not selected his Nisei 
fellows for the great experiment with car8 so that 
he defeated his own purpose from the beginning. Some 
of those ^isei fellows were rather uncouth. 

" I agreed with Tom ^ em pie that the house we se-
lected in a section of the city which was not popu-
lated by other Japanese was a good starting point. 
The real experiment was to be carried out here. We 
got into a 3-story house which was a very nice place. 
A couple of other ^isei fellows came out from camp 
so that there were 12 to 15 fellows with us altoge-
ther. ^>fter we lived there for a week Mr. temple 
died suddenly so that we didn't know what to do. The 
opportunity for a group integration was past when 
Horn's leadership disappeared since there was not a 
strong enough personality left among us to take over 
and give direction to the group integration program. 

"Each of us had put some money into the leas-
ing of the house so that we didn't know if we should 
carry on or not. Me decided that we should remain 
for the year sii^e i t was a nice location. We all 
contributed to paying the rent and buying furniture 
for the place. From then on, the entire group for-
got about the integration program except as aaaething 
to talk about idly in their spare time. One of the 
fellows was hired as a cook for the rest of us. 
Since it had been Horn's plan to create a sort of 
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family atmosphere for our group. We decided to keep 
on going for a year in an economical manner so that 
we could pay off our debts to the members of the 
house with the residue of the money left from our 
monthly expenses. 

"Gradually the l ife in this house on Jeffery St. 
broke down into various segments. Some of the boys 
were rather backward and they didn't mix too well. 
I would say there were two general groups in this 
house. One group was interested in bettering .their 
selves by education while the other group was more 
interested in saving money. There was no particular 
friction between the two groups since the issue of 
integration had died along with Mr. Temple as far as 
they were concerned and they didn 't give it any 
thou^it. The utiole experiment failed because there 
was nobody there in authority. 

" In order to have a smooth functioning house, we 
attempted to set up a sort of self-government system 
but some of the members objected to this. Tom had 
planned that we should gradually enter into some of 
the community affairs but no one person did this af-
ter his death. The group didn't feel equal to the 
effort and there was nobody to push them along, ¿'hey 
didn't feel up to the effort because of fear too. 

" I was still determined to carry on by myself 
even though the others did not agree with my view* 
points. I didn't see they should make such an 
issue of it when I felt that integration could be 
accomplished by a natural process. I just wandered 
into a church one Sunday and I got into the choir 
there after a short time. I was accepted right from 
the beginning. I tried to bully some of the other 
Nisei fellows in the house to get into some of the 
community affairs , but there was a strong resistance 
against it . I wanted each fellow to go to a dif-
ferent community affair and work into i t i f they 
found a common interest. The Nisei fellows hesita-
ted about venturing out by themselves and they only 
wanted to do things in a group. These fellows would 
use all of their spare time to go off across the 
city to visit old Nisei friends on their days off or 
else they slept. One fellow went out to play golf. 
They just weren't interested in extending themselves 
at all for the purpose of integration since they 
felt no responsibility to the other Nisei and they 
did not believe in the program as intensely as I did. 

" in spite of this faliure, I think that our ex-
periment did have some measure of success since a 
little educational work did go oni Some nice friend-
ships were developed among those of similar minds. 
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We used to sit around evenings and have .all sorts 
of sessions on politics and social problems along 
with debates on the Nisei problem. We had some 
very good conversation while we sat around the kit-
chen after dinner and we didn 't degenerate entirely 
into talking about who fornicated with what girl . 
It wasn't an extremly educated group but the fellows 
weren't interested in discussing some subjects other 
than sex, their jobs, their salaries, and other 
Nisei . 

" I suppose the desire to integrate was not too 
intense amogg them to begin with and that's why it 
soon became a dead issue as far as they were concern-
ed. They never did understand the importance of 
preventing a future segregation of Nisei into a Ja-
panese community because they were almost entirely 
unaware of the harmful aspects of it back on the 
coast. I think that they were really sincere in 
wanting to be accepted as an American when they first 
came out here but they didn 't comprehend that this 
could only be accomplished by integrating themselves 
in a natural way as the effort was too great for 
them. It was much easier for them to carry on with 
their old Nisei friends that they knew from before. 
I was about the only one who talked to the fellows 
on integration and Ik kept it up all the time, ¿v-
ery single one of them agreed that such a program was 
okay and even necessary, but they just felt that I 
should be the one who should go out and break the 
ice. They said they would send their children to 
follow me in my efforts as they were too busy intheir 
own affairs . They all respected me for my beliefs 
on this matter but they couldn't see it for them-
selves. ^hey openly admitted that they were not in-
terested in fur thé ring the general iause of other 
Nisei because that wasn't important to them. They 
were more interested in wasting their time chasing 
Nisei girls. I tried to point out that they could 
chase Caucasian girls just as well i f they became 
accepted into the community. I said that they did 
not have to eliminate Nisei girls entirely because my 
idea of integration did not mean that they should 
drop all of their close Nisei friends. I felt that 
they should extend their Caucasian contacts and at 
the same time maintain their normal Nisei contacts if 
they felt the necessity for it . I thought that they 
would be accomplishing a purpose for themselves and 
for the group by taking such a plan and really work-
ing on it, but they were too reluctant to do anything 
about it since they were only looking for a good time. 

M I advocated that there was nothing wrong with 
inter-marriage with these fellows and they all agreed 



with me. I even told them I could get dates with 
some of the Caucasian girls at the church for them 
but they would all go off for a $isei date on Satur-
day night. My harangues fell on disinterested ears. 
They still believed that integration was a good theory 
but they lacked self-confidence and they think it was 
worth the trouble, ^hey were afraid to take the ini-
tiative. My talks with them did a certain amount of 
good as few of the fellows really tried to get them-
selves well adjusted to Chicago l i fe as they saw the 
the importance for it . % e s e were the ones who were 
open to it in the first place. The very fact that 15 
of us fellows lived there in the one house made in-
tegration hard, ^hey always brought up the point that 
the 15 of us got along fairly well so there was no 
reason for avoiding contact with other $isei since 
they were Americanized too. They couldn't see my 
point that the important thing was to get more Cauca-
sians to see how Americanized we were and we only had 
a limited time to do it in. 

"One of the bad attitudes that some of the fel-
lows had was racial prejudice against other groups. 
I insisted that they shouldn't express these racial 
prejudices to me. Most of them were fairly decent 
about i t but there was one fellow who expressed anti-
semitic idea quite openly and he still clings to it 
as far as I know. He worked x for a Jewish concern 
out here and he felt that he was getting exploited on 
account of his race so he took it out on all the Jews. 
He also claimed that his father was cheated by Jewish 
merchants in Los A n g e ies . * tried to explain to him 
that these exceptional cases should not be used ag-
ainst the whole group no more than a few i^isei «hould 
be bied to judge all $ i se i . The fellow could see my 
point when it tfame to discussing prejudices against 
Jtfisei, but he just couldn't get the point when it 
concerned the Jews. He was inclined to be indiffer-
ent toiaard the Negroes although he considered himself 
on a higher scale than them. It was fortunate that 
most of the fellows in the house did not have such 
deep pr ejudices. 

"The fellows in our house ranged in age from 18 
to 52 and they were all single. The majority of them 
were between 22 and 25. They all gave lip sergice to 
integration but practically everyone of them fell by 
the wayside after they got into their Hisei groups 
out here. Around the beginning of 1944 the Army made 
an announcement that the ^isei would be subject to 
the draft so that it complicated our huusing problem. 
We went into a huddle to discuss what we should do. 
We decided that we couldn't keep up the house since 
all of us would be taken into the Army eventually 
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therefore we decided to dissolve our cooperative 
house and sell out our fumnishings to get our money 
hack, -By that time several individual personality 
clashes were starting and it was better that we break 
up. As soon as the first person got drafted, we sold 
all of the furnishings and each of us went our own 
way. 

"When we first went into that house, Mr. Temple 
had signed a lease for a year. After he died the 
lease was automatically cancelled. Some of the neigh-
bors had objected about us living in the block and the 
real estate company gave us subtle hints to get out. 
We ignored them for some months and we were able to 
stay there for a year, ^e knew they couldn't evict us 
during that time. % e n it came around for the year's 
lease to expire, the real estate representative came 
around and he wanted us to continue our lease for an-
other year since we had paid our rent promptly and we 
had kept the place up. We had made the yard very 
clean by putting in a victory garden. We had also 
established ourselves by some degree by making friends 
with scme of the neighbors. The fellows in the house 
did not take full advantage of developing possible 
Caucasian friendships because they confined themselves 
to the house too much. All the people knew that we 
lived there and they didn't object to us so much after 
we were there for a year. T m s was a moral victory 
for us so we tried to sell the furnishings to another 
lihonjin group so that they could continue the coop-
erative house, but this plan didn't materialize. The 
fellows are all spread out over Chicago now but most 
of them are in the A m y , at least 10 of them. Two of 
the fellows are married and they have their own homes. 
In a way, it was a pretty good experience to live 
there and I think all of us gained by doing so be-
cause we weren't quite a Uisei conscious group as we 
were on the coast. 

Gordon and one of his friends then moved to Kenwood Ave. 

into a private home. Gordon was not entirely satisfied with the 

new place although he got along exceptionally well with the 

landlord. In April, 1945, he moved into the Hyde Park Co-op. 

(*>ee ïuki (Cïï-20) for full description of i t . ) 

1 . Case History, pp. 84-90. 



CH-61 Hirose Hashiba 

. HOUSING; 

A friend of Hashiba's met him at the station when he 

arrived in May pf 1944 and put him up in his room which he 

rented from a Caucasian family. After three months, Hashiba 

decided to find other housing because it was proving too ex-

pensive for him to eat out. 

" I think that the boochies will all be able to 
settle down successfully as they have been doing 
fairly well so far. ^hey should be able to keep on 
doing that all the way. ¿'here is a lot of discri-
mination in job pay, but the Nisei workers will be 
able to get by. A lot of times they don't give the 
boochies the same pay as the white man but we got 
to expect that until we get well known."! 

The group eventually split up after the church, which 

bought the house, gave the boys eviction notices. Hashiba 

moved in with Ando (CH-31) when most of his group were drafted 

into the Army. Hashiba got along well with his new room mate, 

but he resented the landlord greatly. 

" He's a dirty guy though because he don't 

give us hot water and ^ndo caught him holding back 
on the mail once, i'hat landlord never gives us our 
phone messages and sometimes when a boochie calls 
here he cuts them right off by saying i t ' s too late. 
&e ' s a dirty bastard. He tried to kick me out of 
here once because I gave him hell about the tele-
phone messages. Blackie was the guy who got in the 
most fights with him. The landlord called the cops 
here one night and he said we were having a gam-
bling house in Ando's apartment. We never worry 
about that bastard anymore as he can't kick us out 
as ^ndo has something on him. 

"We never have any trouble with any of the 
neighbors around here and they don't give us any 
dirty looks. we got up to the drug store on the 
corner all the time and they don't kick us out or 
nothing. People around here mind their own business 
and they don't seem to be prejudiced against us at 

1. Case history, p. 159. 
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all , but I don't know what they are thinking. The 
landlord of ours has filled the house with booehies 
now and he can 't complain because we pay our rent 
regularly and i think that he is charging over ceil-
ing prices for some of the apartments. 

"There are some girls living upstairs, but they 
don't have much to do with us. I guess they think 
that we are too rowdy. Some of therfir are beginning 
to get a little more sociable though. They have their 
own group and we don't know any of the guys who come 
to see them. They have to tafck to me sociable like 
because I 'm the one who,answers the telephone out in 
the hall most and I w n . t give them the messages if 
they get too snotty. People in this house just leave 
each other alone and I guess i t ' s better that way . " 2 

Eashiba was very discouraged with the general housing si-

tuation in Chicago, but he felt' unable to dp anything about it 

because of discrimination. 

" I t ' s too filthy here. I don't call our 
apartment much of a home but we can't get a better 
place, it doesn't feel like a real home when we have 
to sleep and eat right in the same room. we do all 
the laundry in the wash basin too. Another thing is 
that we never get any sunlight in the room and i t ' s 
too dark. All those damn cocoroaches run around the 
room all the time. They have bedfeugs in the room up-
stairs but we haven't found any in our room yet. One 
thing I don't like about this city is that there's 
too damn much garbage flowing around in the streets . . . 

" I t ' s impossible for a boochie to get a decent 
place out here. A lot of apartments discriminate 
against us and they won't let us in. They are nice 
about it and they just tell us that there isn 't any 
vacancy. Everybody has a tough time to find a place 
to sleep. When we do find one, i t ' s expensive as 
hell . I don't think that this apartment is worth 
all the money we pay for i t . " 3 

Hashiba believed that his pre-evacuation home was cheaper 

and cleaner than his present apartment. His solution to housing 

2 . ^ase History, p. 41. 
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problem was for all the resettlers to move into one district 

as "they would keep it a lot cleaner because they don't like 

dirty places.11 (p. 42) Hashiba had vague plans to go to a 

smaller city as he did not care to live in Chicago permanetly. 



CH-60 Shimako Shibata 

. HOUSING; 

A part of Shimakofs general dissatisfaction was her poor 

housing adjustments. S ome friends reserved an apartment for 

Shimako and her brother when they firwt arrived in Chicago in 

May, 1944, but she resented the poor housing from the start, pro 

jecting her dissatisfaction to the general conditions facing re-

settlers. 

" I ' v e lived in this building ever since (May) 
and I know it s no use to go out and look for a bet-
ter place because we can't get it . I d@n't think my 
housing condition has improved a single bit from 
camp. A n that talk of going back to a normal l i fe 
is a lot of baloney. We had a better time in camp 
and I don't think we deserve to go through all this. 
We should get more of a helping hand but what do we 
get? A kick in the face and we are called Japs. Why 
should 1 feel pleasant about the future #ien I know 
that these things will increase. "1 

Shimako's complaints about her housing maladjustments were 

not without some basis . 

"All of us living in this building think that 
the apartment rents we are charged are much too high. 
My room-mates and I pay #48 a month for a crummy 3-
room apartment and we can hardly move around in it . 
The landlady is slow about furnishing us enough 
things to make our apartment half way comfortable. 
She doesn't even provide clean linens for us. I t ' s 
a bed bug infested place and I hate it , but what can 
we do about it when there is no other place for us 
to move to? Any place we go, we fd have to move in 
with the bed bugs because that's all the housing 
which are offered to us and we have to pay much more 
for i t than other people. The landlord doesn't like 
it when we grumble and he just thinks one m y . He 
complains that his expenses are high too and he isn 't 
willing to improve the place for us even though we 
know we pay above OPA prices. He makes off that he 
doesn't understand us and we can't do anything dras-
tic about it because we have no other choice. We 
are trapped just like rats . I don't know how much 

1. Case history, p. 159. 



longer we ' l l be staying here but I haven't made any 
plans for moving, I don't feel like moving after 
getting into this plaee because it wi&l be too hard 
to find another place. And i f we do more, the place 
would probably be just as bad as this, ^e would just 
have to take i t . " 2 

Shimako believed that she was able to tolerate the cramped 

charters because she and her two room-mates were both out working 

all day and it was a matter of financial necessity to put up with 

these unsatisfactory conditions. 

w I f it weren't for that, we would drive 
each other crazy. We have to live together in or-
der to manage on our small salaries. The apartments 
out here come at a high price so we can't be too 
choosey even though we would like more privacy. Sod, 
i t ' s much worse than camp here because I think we had 
more space in camp. I don ft even sit in the uphol-
stered furniture here because it is all f illed with 
bedbugs. Once in a while the landlord comes around 
to spray but it doesn't do much good. I t ' s terrible 
during the hot weather and I don't think I ' l l be able 
to stand it next summer i f I am still here. 

Shimako commented that there was no escape from this sub-

standard housing condition. 

"Some of the ^isei think that they will be better 
off i f they go to another city so they move around. I 
think they are only fooling themselves. ^e would have 
the same problems in any city that we went to so we 
might as well conform to the ways of living which is 
forced upon us. All that talk about the high standards 
of living in this country is not for us. I don't feel 
that I am a real part of Chicago, but I wouldn't feel 
settled in any plaee that I went to. Time is the only 
thing that will tell whether I will remain here per-
manently or not. 

" I certainly wouldn't tell others to come out of 
camp and resettle out here, ^hat would be punishing 
them to o much 1^ 

2. 
3. 

4 . 
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The majority of the tenants in the building were resettlers 

and Shimako was able to make fairly good adjustments toward them. 

Her relationship with them was described in this way: 

"All of the Nihonjin living in this apartment 
house are youngsters. They tell us some fine talk 
about spreading out and getting integrated but we 
have gathered here because of the housing shortage 
and the landlords are not too willing to take us be-
cause they have dirty, suspicious minds. Most of the 
Nisei in this house are from our home town back in 
California. We were all thrown together in the same 
block in Poston so that's how we got to know each 
other pretty well. We kept up the contacts afterwards. 
There are nine or 10 living here who came from our 
block in Poston. I don't know how many other Nisei 
are living here, ^here is a whole houseful of them 
living here but I don't know them. Why should I go 
around and find out about them? There's a family on 
this floor who is from our camp too. The man was a 
good friend of my brother's and that's how he happened 
to come here. Most of the young ones are working in 
different plants but they seem to be contented but I 
know they are not. I^ey get so restless and they 
don't know what to do sometimes, "e just get together 
and grip like all the rest of the Nisei do. Some of 
the fellows work at night and sleep all day so I ne-
ver see them. 

" I don't think that the fellows in this house run 
around too much as they have their own friends here 
and they behave themselves pretty well. They are not 
as wild as some of the Nisei I ' ve heard of. But they 
are not angels either. There used to be quite a few 
more fellows living here but they all went back to 
camp when they started to get called for the d r a f t . ' 1 5 

A year later, in May, 1945, a close friend of Shimako's had 

the following eonment to make about her housing and personal astx 

maladjustments. 

"That Shibata girl is having a lot of trouble now 
and she wants me to come over and talk to her one of 
these days just to release all of her feelings. She 
certainly is a disorganized girl. She has been having 
a lot of conflicts with her brother (foster?) who is 
29 years old. He is a great big guy and they have been 

5. Case history, p. £9. 



having a lot of fights. They were living together 
in the same apartment hut he threw her out after 
one argument. *'ive days later Shimako went to apo-
logize to her brother and he just slammed the door 
in her face. They are living together again now and 
Shimako wants to give her advice on how she can get 
along together with her brother. That's hard to do 
because she doesn't realize that it is her persona-
lity . Her brother is also high-strung and I don't 
know ho?/ they can ever get along. The other day her 
brother brought a soldier home for dinner. He cooked 
suki-yaki for this soldier but Shimako was having her 
menstruation and her gall bladder was troubling her 
so that she got very nasty and insulted her brother's 
cooking and the soldier all evening. Her brother threw 
her out of the apartment again. ^ oth of them tend to 
be neurotic and they clash violently in opinion. Shi-
mako wants to help her brother out because he is ambi-
tious, but they just don't get along."6 

6. O .K. Diary, p. 7649. 



CH-11 Shigeo Kawasaki 

HOUSING. 

When Shigeo left the center, temporary housing arrangements had 

already been made for him at the friends1 Hostel, But, upon his 

arrival, Shigeo gave up his hostel reservation to a stranded Nisei 

family, and he went to the I MCA, Shep-eo remained at the while 

waiting for his family to resettled. He was anxious that this be 

accomplished as soon as possible, but he was having difficulty find-

ing adequate housing for a family group. " I want & home to come 

back to at night and not just a room," fp. 85) 

"ifor a while 1 even thought of buying a home out here, 
perhaps in one of the suburbs iim Chicago. But this is a 
l ittle too expensive. I don't know how long I ' l l be in 
Chicago. On that basis, it is too temporary a thing to 
sink a lot of money into a house. I will have to have an 
initial outlay of $2500. however, I don't have that much 
money so it would be out. But I will have to consider 
something like this if I can't find a place (apartment). 
There must be vacant apartments some-place. 

"The main reason that I have been having so much 
trouble in locating an apartment is that I work so that 
mj time is limited. The best thing to do is for my sisfcer 
to come out here ahead. I could support her during the 
time she looks for an apartment and she could stay at the 
~iMCA, I 've thought of this a lot but dismissed it be-
cause I would hate to have my folks come out here all 
alone, it is better if my sister is along with them to 
sort of manage a f f a i r s , " ! 

Shigeo was very restless living alone and this was the source 

of his greatest dissatisfaction. 

" Most kids get a big kick out of 'batching' 
because this is the first time that the> have ever been 
away from their parents. But I have had my share of it 
and I am fed up, Now that x don't have a home, a lawn 
to sit on and gab with your friends, a home cooked meal 
to go back to, and all those familiar sounds ab®ut the 
house, I do get lonesome, 

"Once in a while 1 have a dream and 1 hear a rust-

1, Case History, p, 86. 



ling sound and it sounds like my mother when she went down 
the stairs to make breakfast. I wake up with a start and 
it is only some noise in the Y MCA corridor and nobody cares 
what happens to you. I like to remember how the gang would 
come around and we f?o to the corner drugstore or else lay 
around the house. It is all of these little things about a 
home l i fe that makes it worthwhile 

"This business of getting up in the morning, going to 
e8t by yourself, going to work, and then coming back to my 
room in the evening is not very conducive to a happy l i fe . 
I would most certainly like to do it all the time, night 
now I am getting fed up with it. I would appreciate hav-
ing my family around now. One thing this war has done is 
that it has broken up the Japanese family all up to hell . 
Home and family l i fe is something I miss a lot now. I t ' s 
not that X am lonely and 1 can t find anything to do be-
cause I do have my other interests. I have enough friends 
I can go to see and X could get plenty of entertainment, 
but it is nothing like having a home. It is not that I am 
a young boy who has not been able to break away from his 
mother's apron strings either as X have been around a lot . 
It is something intangible and it adds to one's l i f e to 
have this family atmosphere. I think that this is the 
thing that causes most of the restlessness among the Nisei 
out here and so they try to get satisfied by running 
around a lot, but it doesn't help out too much, 

" I ' d rather live in a residential district and become 
an integral part of the community l i f e . iou never get to 
know anybody all jammed up like this. The sooner I get my 
parents out here, the sooner X can feel more at ease. I 
might as well make my indefinite stay in Chicago as plea-
sant as possible. X could not possibly do that living all 
alone in a room like this . " 2 

2. Case History, pp. 169-160. 



CH-15 Hairy Matsuda 

. HOUSING; 

Harry received temporary housing at the Brethren's Hostel 

when he first arrived in Chicago. After he found a job, he 

began to search for a place to live. Barry overheard the di-

rector of the hostel telling some other Nisei about a vacancy. 

" I beat the fellows out here and I got the room." (p. 42 ) It 

was a sleeping room in a. private home. 
| : 'if. . 

" . . . . . I have lived here ever since. I live 
with a private fanily out here on the south side 
and it ¿as very convenient facilities for trans-
portation. I pay $4 a week rent, ^he reason that 
the room is open is that their son is in the Army 
and there was a vacancy. My room is very comfort-
able and I like the people veiy much. They are of 
German extraction and I get along very well with 
them because they just accept me for what 1 a$. I 
am treated like one of the family. I eat out and 
it costs me only about |40 a month."! 

Harry did not have any complaints about housing el though 

he believed that he eventually would have to look for a more 

permanent apartment, but he was satisfied to remain in his pre 

sent place as long as possible. 

1. Case history, p. 159. 



CH-27 Hlsao Shimada 

. HOUSING; 

Hisao arrived from Denver expecting to remain in Chicago 

only temporarily. Eis friend, who had a small apartment on the 

north side, invited him to room with him, and as iiisao1 s stay 

in Chicago lengthened, he continued to live with his friend. 

The apartment consisted of one sleeping 100m and a kitchenette. 

The small wash basin also served ap a kitchen sink. Despite 

the definitely sub-standard quality of the apartment, he con-

trasted it favorably with his pre-evacuation home. 

T,The building has steam heat and I did not have 
this even in mj home in Eeedley. I think that my 
room physically is better than our home back in Cali-
fornia even though this place is sub-standard. The 
only thing is that I tend to get a cooped-up feeling 
here so that coming home is not a particular attract-
ion. "1 

Hisao was satisfied to remain there because of the cheap-

ness of the rent, and the pood relations with the landlady. 

" I am fairly well satisfied with my present liv-
ing condition. % room-mate and I share this room 
and it is fairly adequate for our purposes. <Ve cook 
here and we only have to pay $2 .50 apiece a week for 
rent. ^e get pes, light and linen for this. #e can 
also have maid service i f we wanted it. The owner of 
this building was caught with his pants down when the 
Of A regulations came in so that he cannot raise the 
rent. The landlady is very nice to us. My room-mate 
ana another friend were the first M s e i to come to 
this place. At first the landlady was skeptical 
abo bt the iUsei . ^he laid down strict rules about 
not having any girls and that she would not tolerate 
any rowdyism. % room-mate made a very good impress-
ion so that she took a 1 iking for him. Shortly after-
wards he reserved a place for me. His friend moved 
out so thpt I became his partner in this room. After 
that the landlady got to like the Nisei more and more. 
She let us get two other flisei girls into one of the 
rooms downstairs. llhey brought in some of their 

1 . Case history, p. 159. 



friends and these. friend s brought in a few of their 
friends. How there are 15 -Nisei in this house out 
of the 30 roomers. The landlady still likes the 
Nisei quite s bit . Dur iner Chri stmas we all chipped 
in and gave her a gift and also I gave her a bonus 
for Lh e rent. My room-mate and I pive her extra 
food stamps whenever we have them. ±n return she 
cooked and nursed me when I had the flu for about a 
week, «¿he came to v is i t me three times a day to see 
tbat I was comfortable. " 2 

Hisao was a little disturbed about the increase of re-

settlers in the building and neighborhood because of possible 

hostility from the Caucasian tenants. In fact, such hostility 

had already been displayed, and he felt that the Nisei tenants 

were partly to olame because of their "cliqui shness." 

"The attitude of the Caucasian borders in this 
building is not foo favorable. I'hey are rather aloof 
and some of them are distinctly hostile. I overheard 
one saving something about 'those damn Japs here; they 
should be sent back to Japan. 1 I feel that we should 
do more to counteract this sort of feeling. That is 
why I offered to carry the hags for the women when 
thej come upstairs. After I did this a couple of 
times one woman did break down and now she is approach-
able. a few of the other boarders are very friendly 
to the Nisei but they are the minority. 

"The trouble is that most of the other Nisei in 
this building don't think that it is worth their 
while to take any pains to win the Caucasians in 
this building over. They just ignore them. I only 
know about five of the Nisei in this building per-
sonally. They don't mix here at all even among 
themselves. They have their own groups and they 
stick to them. I would say that there are three 
primary ¿Usei groups in this house. There is one 
group that draws in most of the Nisei here now and 
they are always asking about vacancies. The turn-
over is fairly rapid because the fellows change jobs 
quite a bit arid they move nearer to their jobs . "3 

Gradually, Hisao1 s fears subsided, and although he conti nu 

£. Case History, p. 158. 
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to believe that the resettlers would make better housing adjust-

ments if they scattered out over the cit^ and penetrated new 

locations, he recognised that resettler segregation was in part 

due to residential discrimination and the housing shortage. 

"At first it bothered ms quite a bit when so 
many Hisei started to move in, I thought that it 
would jeopardize my own position here and that hous-
ing was too hard to find. Another reason was that I 
thought it was not nice for too many Nisei to be 
living in this area. At the present time I have 
concluded that they have just as much risrht here as 
I do ana there is not a specific focal point in this 
district where all the $ is ei gather although there 
are several houses where they are beginning to con-
gregate. mousing is rather difficult to find and 
the^ can't be too choosey about it. 

"One thing ^ object to ver^ much in this build-
ing is the bunch of fellows and girls who live down-
stairs, ihey ten a to be too rowdy and they make all 
sorts of noise and they talk loud late at night. 
The} have a continuous stieam of other Uisei coming 
over and they are al my s running up and down the 
stairs, ¿'he$ po in and out in large bunches and 
naturally it doesn't create a good impression on the 
others living in this bu ildirig. I think it reflects 
the Kisei as a whole when such a group as this has 
bad manners. It also disturbs some of the Caucasian 
families living here. "4 

Hisao left this apartment after 15 months when he moved to 

Urtana to enroll at the University of Illinois in September, 

1944. 

4 . Case History, pp. 169-160. 



CH-46 Barry Shimizu 

HOUSING 

Barry came out of camp with an older friend, Sue (CH-45), 

who immediately found housing. " I moved in with Sus as he had 

an open ted . " (p. 40) 

"Just about this time Lester fCK-47) came to 
live with us M® I hatf seen him once in a while 
back in camp but I never was friends with him until 
I brought him to our apartment, -another guy who was 
living with us went back to camp, and we needed ano-
ther person to live with us in order to lower our 
rent c o s t . " l 

Barry ran into housing discrimination shortly after he and 

his room-mates arrived in Chicago. 

"When we first came out here there were 10 
boochies living in our apartment because a lot of 
them were on seasonal l^ave and we put them up. 
The other people in the house began to complain as 
they didn't like so many of us around. There were 
a couple of instances when they said their relatives 
were killed in the South Pacific so that the3 showed 
that they considered us as Japs. Once a lady got a 
phone call saying that her nephew had teen killed and 
she went around yelling at us calling us Japs. I 
didn't say anything: to her because I felt , what was 
the use. The landlord thought that it was best for 
us to move out. We looked all over and there were 
some dozens of places where we were turned down be-
cause we were ooochies. ^ome of them came right out 
flatly and told us that but most of the landlords 
were more polite and they just told us that the place 
had just been rented out. <*e knew damn well they 
were lying to us because they didn 't want us to live 
there, Me were lucky to get the place that we have 
now and 1 don't think we will cet booted out because 
we have something: on the landlady. 

Because of his fears of again antagonizing the Caucasian 

neighbors, Barr^ felt that he would prefer not to have other 

reeettlers moving into this district, but " I wouldn't hold it 

1 . Case History, pp. 44-45. 
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against them if they did, I like to be around some boochies as 

I'm used to it. But it wouldn't be bo good if too many of them 

moved in . " (p. 60) 

Although he felt that a "Jap town like we had before the 

war" would not develop in Chicago, he had mixed feelings about 

its desixability• 

" On top of that, all of those committees 
would get together and try to stop the boochies from 
getting together» I think that it would be good for 
the iUhonjin to get together as we have to stick 
with our kind since nobody else is going to fight 
for us that hard. It would be too lonesome for most 
of them to scatter out all over the country. Maybe 
it is best i f vie all scatter out for now. In this 
way, the haiLUjin would be made to get more used to 
the boochies being- around end they will not believe 
everything they read in the papers against us. I 
don't read the papers very much myself so I don't 
know if there are many groups against us out here. 

3. Case History, p. 61. 



CH-47 Lester Mmura 

. HOUSING; 

When Lester came out from the center with a friend, he 

first went to his friend 's brother's place on the south side 

on Drexel Boulevard. 

"After living at 43rd and Br ex el for a while, 
I decided to move. That house was full of boochies. 
There must have been at least 30 of them and there 
were onl^ 15 haltu jin living in the apartment build-
ing. I only knew bank's brother and the six other 
boochies who worked at the same place. I never saw 
the rest of the boochies in that house as they worked 
in different places. It took us about three hours a 
day to go back and forth to work. 1 worked 10 hours 
a day so I only had time to sleep. **e ate with Hank's 
brother and we paid him |7 a week for the food. Lent 
was only each a week for us . "1 , 

Les ter became acquainted with a Nisei at his place of work 

who suggested that Lester "come over to hie apartment and eat 

and sleep oixse in a while. " ip. 37) Since the latter apartment 

was closer to his place of m i k , and ¡tester's former room-mate 

left him to move in with friends on the north side, Lester 

asked to join his new friend, Barr;v, and his room-mate. The 

latter was agreeable, so ¿•ester has been living with them since, 

Because Lester finds congenial gambling, horse-racing and sex 

interests wi fch his new associates, he is satisfied with this 

latest housing arrangement. 

1 . Case history, p. 159. 



CE-60 Tommy Hamada 

.HOUSING 

When Tommy arrived in Chicago in October, 1944, his friends 

took him to the "Y" Hotel where he stayed a few days. In look-

ing for a less expensive residence, the WBA referred him to a 

rooming house on the south side operated by a "«¿ew lady. " Ex-

cept fox the f irst floor of the building which was used as an 

old folks home, the house was catering exclusively to resettlers 

with seven girls and five toys on the second floor and 25 toys 

on trie top floor. Five rooms on the top floor housed 25 single 

men; eight beds were placed in the living foom thus permitting 

no place of leisure. The occupants of each floor shared the 

kitchen. Tommj formed a cooking arrangement with two male 

friends and a girl . Thele was no room service and the resi-

dents had to cooperate in keeping the house clean. 

For these accommodations, the men paid $5 a week, "but the 

girls have to pay |7 as they don't know that we get it cheaper 

here. " (p. 100) Most of the residents very shortly moved to 

more permanent locations, and the .VHA stopped sending resettlers 

to this rooming house after numerous complaints about the high 

rent, out Tommy stayed on as he could not find another room in 

the area. 

Among Tommy's numerous complaints about the housing, he 

emphasized the insufficient hot water and the lack of sunlig-ht. 

But after getting a private room, he was satisfied to remain 

because n 1 can play my saxophone here and i wouldn't be able to 

practice in any other place." (p. 101) The presence of friends 

contributed to his satisfaction with the location. 
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" The only trouble is that the landlady 
charges too much. I can't kick too much about that 
as it is too hard to find another place. There's 
always new guys moving in ana out of this building 
as most of them use this place as a stop-over until 
they find an apartment of their own, I know most of 
the guys living here now except those who are on the 
night shift. Most of the guys here work in different 
kinds of defense work and they don't have time to 
look for a place of their own. There's one guy p-oing-
to sdhool. 

" I suppose there are. auout 25 boochie fellows 
and six girls living here now but the number is always 
changing. This place can take about 10 more bo oc hies 
but 1 wouldn't want to see very many Issei around 
here. The onl^ reason I stay here is that my Nisei 
friends axe around and X don't mind them, 1 wouldn't 
want to see a lot of ooochies move into this olock 
too as there are enough of them living- in this build-
ing, Usually the guys step out every night so I 
don't see them much. "1 

Tommy admitted, "this place is not like home," but he con-

trasted it favorably with center life since, "there's nobody 

around to get into my hair , " (p. 102) 

" Usually my friends frpm the north side 
come over to visit me. We all have our own special 
groups arti we jus t know each other casually around 
this building. As long as everybody minds his own 
business every thing* will b e all right. That's one 
thing 1 ha.ted about camp because eveiyone in the 
block used to snoop around in my private business. 
They just like to pass ai.ound u ad rumors a tout every-
bod^. The guys here better not tr^ that stuff. 

Tommy decided in mid-December to move to the near ^orth 

bide where he would be nearer the Japanese bars and gambling 

houses, a type of l i fe that had strong- attraction for him. 

" . . . . . I owe about a month and a half rent to 
¿firs. Reynolds but I'm not going to pay it because 
she has cha rged me too much. I 'm just going to 

1 . Case history, p. 101, 
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pack my things and walk out. I don't care what she 
thinks. She is never able to check me around be-
cause I am working at night. 

Tommy'8 landlady was very angry about his not paying the 
| 

rent; and she took steps to force payment but Tommy was deter-

mined to hold his ground because he thought he had paid enough 

in the four months he had lived in the rooming house. 

" I cut out on old lady Reynolds piece and 
she is after me now. dp body knows where live now 
except you and a couple of my other friends. She 
tried to trace me but she couldn't, ill en she phoned 
my father long distance collect in camp and she told 
him that x owed $90 in back rent to her. That's a 
dirty l ie . I just ^ o t e my father and told him not 
to pay. Old lady Reynolds is trying to say that I 
owe her three months back rent and that is not true 
at all . J-t's only about a month and a half or two 
months, at the most. 1 lost all of my receipts so 
what can I do about it? *»he is charging me fl a day 
back rent and she was only supposed to charge me #5 
a week until she went and raised the r e n t . , . . * . 

" I 'm sure that ^ owe only for two months at the 
most. 1 remember 1 stubbed my toe nail off on Oct-
ober Z1 and 1 paid rent once after that, ¿he is 
saying that I didn't pay since before that time. 
Even if I owed her for two months at her Jew rates, 
I would still owe her only $65 month back rent at 
the most. She is trying to gyp me because I cut out 
on that place and didn 't pay nothing. I don't think 
I aid wrong- because she was charging too much anyway 
and she got her money out of me when she raised the 
lent. l'he guys over there told me the t old lady 
Reynolds is go ing to call the police and trace me 
down. Me.ybe I ' l l head back to camp because I 'm not 
going to let that old bitch gyp me like that . " 4 

•Tommy finally compromised by asking his father to pay half 

of the back r ent. 

" I f Reynolds raises a stink, I ' l l tell her that 
I will go to the up A and report her for raising the 
rent illegally. But J- am a little worried because 
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she told &<bme of the fellows at 5010 I>re*el that 
she was going to take the thine: to the court and I 
would be fined f'100 fox fraud. She's got a hell of 
a nexve if she tries anything like that. She raised 
•¿d ^ura 's rent up to $10 a weeiv just because he is 
in a room alone now. She's the damn dame who says 
tha t she wants to do so much for the Nisei too , " " 

Tommy's new apartment was no better than his first one. 

The apartment house was located in the near north side and the 

occupants were primarily reset tier s. mid-February, 1S45, 

Tommy had decided that it was not worthwhile to resettle in. 
\ 

Chicago so he returned to the center to wait fox his draft 

call, 

5 . C .K . Diarj , p. 6 7 M , 
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Housing 

(see also Davy, Watanabe, Klmoto, e t c . , on this housing situation) 

Bob found his f irst housing In Chicago accidentally when a 

Nisei at the railroad station directed hlu up to the Wabash YMCA. 

The next day, he went to the WRA office and he was given a slip to 

Inquire at 6010 Drexel. This building was an old reconverted 

mansion which eventually became a commercial reeettler hostel, 

charging excessive rates« Bob was dissatisfied with the high rent 

Immediately because "we thought that $5 a week apiece was too much 

as we were not used to spending that much money In camp In a whole 

month for everything." (p . 26 ) Bob describes the development of 

this commercial resettler hostel, his relationships with the 

landlady, and his satisfactions and dissatisfactions rather fully 

as follows: 

"There were only 3 other Nisei living In this house when 
we f irst came In . My two friends and I made It six In a l l . 
A lot of Nisei started to come In later as the WRA sent more 
and more people until some guys squawked about the high rent 
here. Right now nobody new is moving Into this place. I 've 
lived here ever since arriving Into Chicago as I couldn t find 
another apartment. I d i d n H know how to go about it so I 
Just stayed on. I figured that this was the best plaoe to 
live as I would be able to oome home and have friends to talk 
to. It was more fun to live in a group and I didn 't want to 
get a room of my own because I would get too lonesome. I 
did look for ray own place one© on the north side but it was 
too dirty. 

"The landlord heard that a lot of Nisei were coming out 
to Chicago so she decided to rent out the top two floors to 
the Japanese. She ran a nursing home on the first floor and 
she oouldn*t get any patients on the upper floor. I liked 
this place so much that I didn ft feel like moving out even 
if the rent was high. My two friends who came out with me 
are st i l l here too, but they are waiting to get inducted 
into the Army pretty soon. ^ . « j , . . 

"The only thing that I don ft like about this building is 
that the kitchen is too dirty. There are cockroaches run 
all over the place and the landlady doesn«t do anything about 
i t . There are about 20 fellows living on this floor (third 
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floor) and X know Just about all of them» Some of them are 
mueh newer to Chicago than I am* Their friends tell them to 
oome out from camp and come live here, I told a couple of 
my friends from camp to oome here too when they mentioned 
about resettling in Chicago« 

"Even if we have cockroaches in the kitchen, I think 
that this place is much better than my home back in California 
as we have a bathtub and flush toilets here« Back home we only 
had wooden tubs and out-houses« It is furnished much better 
here because we didn 't have any big rugs baok home« I like 
it because we are located pretty olose to shows and I can go 
to the Loop easily« I t ' s much easier for me to go shopping 
here than baok home« I f I oome baok to Chicago after the 
onion harvest, I will oome live here again« I ' l l probably 
get called for the Army before then though« 

" I get along with the landlady okay and she treats me 
nice* She st i l l is a Jew though* She won't give us a maid 
to clean up the place and she tries to get along as cheaply 
as possible in order to make more profit . We have to furnish 
almost everything except the dishes« We didn 't get enough 
hot water for baths until we complained. There are five guys 
living up in the attic room and they have to pay $25 a week 
together for that stinking hole« I t ' s a robbery but we can't 
do anything about it because housing is too hard to find here« 
The landlady must make two or three hundred dollars a week 
from the Japanese living in this building« Even though the 
rent is high, I 've never made much of an attempt to move 
because it is convenient and I figure that I would have to 
pay just as much any other plaee. The Caucasian neighbors 
objected to us at first but they don't say anything now, I 
like to be near Kisei and I wouldn't mind if all the houses 
around here had some of my friends living in them«"* 

1« Case history, pp« 26«88 



Social and Economlo Problema 

Budgets Immediately upon arrival in Chicago, Bob began to 

realize how naive he was In assuming that he would be able to make 

a lot of money* 

"We sure found out that expenses were high out here, 
Mv money went right down and I was glad to go to work so I 
could earn a l ittle b i t . When I had taken the Job, I had 
thought that 55 cents an hour was plenty high wages as I 
used to work for 30/ an hour in California. I never got that 
high wages before In my life so I thought it was pretty good. 
I d Idn 1 t figure on the high expenses at a l l . 

After six months of work In Chicago he was only able to save 

Ixoo. He decided that It was no use to save after the Nisei draft 

announcement was made t!as I wanted to have my fun . " (p .31 ) Prom 

his average monthly wage of approximately #200 a month, Bob esti-

mated his expenditures as follows: 

" I had to buy my winter clothes too and I did send 
quite a few things back home. It cost me quite a bit Just 
to l ive . I paid $25 a month for rent and |25 a month for 
food. I eat with 5 other guys here and we share the expenses. 
That's #50 Just for my room and board each month. I spend 
about |8 or #10 on the average for clothes and my cleaning 
b i l l Is about ¿3 . I wash most of my own laundry myself. I 
average about f30 a month for recreation and all I do is go 
play pool, bowl and go to show. I haven't gone on any dates 
because I don't meet young girls of my age around here. I 
Just go with my own gang and it costs quite a bit of money. 
I spend ¿5 a month or more on carfare and I send anywhere 
from $25 to $50 back home to my family In gifts or c a s h . . . . 
That's how all* of mft money goes and I don't have anything to 
show for all my work out here«"® 

Two out-of-town trips to Milwaukee and St . Louis took about 

$70 of his money and he also repaid $80 he had borrowed in camp 

to his mother. He did not get a WRA travel grant when he changed 

his status from seasonal leave to indefinite leave. 

(b) Military Service 

The draft reclassification of Nisei was at the basis of i 

1 . Case History, p . 26 
2 . Case History, pp. 31-32 
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great deal of Bob18 restlessness and Inability to make adequate 

social adjustments In Chicago* His attitude is that the Array will 

protect his future, and he does not oppose the draft • 

" I changed my plans all the time and that's why I don't 
have a definite plan of my own now» Just before I left camp 
I heard that Nisei would be drafted Into the Army. That's 
why I thought I should come out and go to school« But I got 
my 1-A classification about a month and a half ago so that It 
was no use planning on anything. I knew all along that I 
would get 1-A sooner or later so that 's why I decided to live 
every day as It came. I think that I would rather be In the 
Army right now than waiting around and wondering when I ' l l be 
taken. It wouldn't make too much difference to me. I 've 
heard a lot of rumors against going Into the Army, but I 
think that It will be fun. I ' d feel so much better wandering 
around the different cities if I was In a uniform. I don't 
exactly care to go to Italy because I heard the Nisei are 
the spearheads there but I think that the war over there may 
end pretty soon and I ' d rather be In a uniform when that 
happens. It will be better for my future. I think everyone 
Is soon going to hate the Japs when the invasion starts and 
It will be better I f I were In a uniform because then they 
can 't say anything to me then*"* 

His fear of unfavorable public opinion Is greater than hie 

resentments toward the Army. 

"The only thing is that I think that the Army should have 
drafted us right from the beginning of the war. After they 
did all those things like evacuation to us, I don't feel like 
fighting too much for this country. But then, I feel the 
American people who say all those bad things against us are In 
the minority so that this country is worth fighting for . I 
don ft think democracy Is working so well after the way they 
treated us* 

Bob's racial identification is revealed In his attitude * 

of not wishing to be sent to the Pacific area or the intelligence 

school when drafted. In addition he has mixed sentiments in regard 

to the Nisei combat team* 

" I don't care to go to the language school at Fort 
Snelllng as I would rather be a plain soldier, I don't want 
to fight against Japan though. I f I ever got sent to Japan, 

1 . Case History, pp* 35-30 
$ t Case History, p* 36 



they wouldn't take pity on me* I ' d hate to use my knowledge 
of the language against Japan as It la their tongue* I don't 
care to fight against Japan even though they are my enemies* 
I would muoh rather fight against Germany* I think that the 
Nisei combat team Is pretty good and I ' d rather be with them* 
However, I still think that the Nisei should be mixed up with 
the Army. I t ' s Just like racial discrimination If they are all 
put together* It would be more democratic if all the nation-
alities were mixed up* I ' d like to get Into the merchant 
marine or the Navy but there's not much chance for the Nisei 
to do that* I ' d like to go to sea and travel around and see 
the world . " * 

His mother's objection to military service for the Nisei might 

have contributed to these feelingst 

"My mother doesn't want me to go into the Army at all«, 
She was very much against my brother volunteering when he did* 
She told me to stay in camp because she thought I would be 
drafted right away If we came out here* She was afraid I 
would get shot i f I went into the Army as I would be sent 
overseas after training of 3 months. She was not exactly 
bitter about evacuation as we were not doing too well back 
home* She just didn 't want us to go into the Army and get 
k i l l e d . " 2 

But, he concludes that it would contribute to the future ad-

vancement of the Nisei If they made a good Army record* 

" I f I get Into the Army and if we make a good showing, 
then the feeling of the American people will be better for us. 
There's a slim chance that this will happen although not many 
people know about the Nisei in Italy. I f we f a l l In the Army, 
then it won't help any of us very much because the American 
people will say that we failed our chance to do our fighting. 0 

(c) Organizational 

Bob has had a difficult time in making social adjustments 

in Chicago. He depends upon the WRA office a great deal for the 

solution of his economic problems. Since coming to Chicago, Bob 

has attended a number of Christian Church social functions. " I ' m 

a sort of a member of the 43rd St . Christian church even though I 

was a Buddhist before" ( p . 4 5 ) . This group sponsored occasional 

1 . Case History, pp. 36-37. 
2 . Case History, p . 36 
3 . Case History, p . 37 . 



Nisei dances and socials. Bob Is now Interested In the Chicago 

Christian Church for social purposes "as I like the Christian 

people better now and I know them the best«* ( p . 4 5 ) . This , however 

does not adequately meet his social needs, and he misses his former 

social l ife a great deal» 

Prior to the war, Bob belonged to various Nisei soolal clubs 

but "the parents didn't like us to have too much fun as they ex-

pected us to work as hard as they did out on the farm«'1 ( p . l l ) 

In the high sohool Bob made basketball, football and track teams 

and he was a member of the Future Farmers of America for four years 

After Bob got to Poston, he achieved his heights In soolal activi-

ties . He took part in many of the high school functions and he was 

on the student body cabinet, school yell leader, and class presi-

dent» He says of these activities, "dee, It was fun and I thought 

Poston was one swell p l a c e ( p . 2 1 ) 

Bob was greatly disappointed throughout his stay In Chicago 

because there were not enough Nisei social clubs and organizations 

for him to Join, But he is a little fearful of the consequences 

if large Nisei oltibs were organised* 

" I think the best thing to do would be to have a big 
building where all the Nisei could meet. Then we could have 
a lot of clubs like we had In camp. I ' d like to see a very 
large group so we could throw a big dance. I f d be happier 
if they had more of these social affairs at least twice a 
month and It would be something to look forward to besides 
pay out checks. They can't do It very well as there are too 
many Nisei groups in Chicago right now and they don't seem to 
get along with one another. About the only Nisei groups 
which seem to be organized are those with churches. I think 
Chicago Is too big to try to get all Nisei In one place. 
Boy, If 6000 Nisei got into one place here, I get the haicujin 
would think the Japanese Army was invading. 1 

72. Case history, pp. 148-149, 



(d) interpersonal relationships 

Bob's close social circle oonslsts of seven Nisei young 

men, four of whom live with him* They were all his classmates In 

the Poston High school. He describes them as "average guys who 

work In factories" (p .44 )« Bob has not had any dates since coming 

to Chicago, He would like to meet more young Nisei g irls , but he 

feels that there are few opportunities* He does not care to know 

any Caucasian girls beoause he doesn't believe In Intermarriage as 

" I t wouldn't seem right for too many Nisei to marry Caucasian girls 

as the piibllo wouldn't like It«" (p .46) Bob's big complaint about 

Chicago Is that there Is no opportunity to meet more friendly 

Nisei« 

" I don't like Chicago, as a big city Is too much for me» 
I ' d rather live In a smaller place where I can get to know 
everybody« Chicago Is sort of funny and the Nisei living 
here think they are too good for one another« They aren't 
friendly at all and they just stare at us. It gets me down« 
I ' d like to be friends but they don 't want It so I have to 
stlok more to my own group« That's why I think It would be > 
hard to get all the Nisei together out here . " * 

(e) Limitation or extenslveness of Interests 

Bob/primarily Interested In a social life« He would like 

to have more dates« His other Interests Include shows, attending 

dances, going sight-seeing, and "having fun" with more Nisei friends 

His description of his activitiess 

" I don't think that I made too much progress out here 
during the months I was resettled, I didn 't do anything at 
all but eat , sleep and play« I Just roamed around with the 
rest of the boys on Saturday nights and we would go all over 
Chicago just to see the different places« Once In a while 
we would go play poker. Sometimes we just like to go down to 
the Loop and watoh all the people going by In the street, I 
don't think that I have any bad habits, I just started to 
smoke recently but I don't drink although some of the other 

1. Case History, p. 73. 
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do* We never go to the whore houses although the other guya 
In this building are always going* Z would not mind going 
sometimes but I 'm afraid that I might get some disease or 
I might get oaught by the police« • • • « I don't want to 
get a bad reputation because I have ambitions to make good 
some day« 

n I haven't really done too many things since coming out 
here* During the week I never go feut very much although we 
used to go over to the Hyde Park YMCA to swim and play basket* 
ball about 3 or 4 times a week. I used to be a member there« 
We Just play basketball among ourselves as there weren't too 
many Caucasian fellows around« They are all in the Army« 
Basketball Is my favorite sport and I used to make the team 
back home and in camp« I try to live a clean life out here 
because I don't want my mother to be too disappointed in me«" 1 

Bob disapproves of the Nisei zoot suiters as he believes that they 

hurt the Nisei reputation« He condemns them for their begging 

habits and extreme clothing habits, and he further disapproves of 

their carrying knives and getting into fights« 

" I hear about those Nisei soot suiters all the time 
but they don 't wear the extreme zoot suits so much« They 
just act tough and I see them hanging around on Clark St . 
the most. There are st i l l a few on the North Side but I 
don't see so many of them down on the South Side« I don't 
think so much of the zoot suiters as they hurt the Nisei 
reputation« I sort of like the way they weqr their hair but 
It shouldn't be so long« They wear their pants too tight too« 
Boy, they really have a bad reputation* My room mate tells 
me that they even go up and ask money from other Nisei who 
walk down the street« I never heard of any Japanese doing 
that before« Those guys go out with cheap Caucasian girls« 
One time I was walking down Clark St« with a friend and we 
passed by a bar and I saw 3 Nisei fellows drunk with Caucasian 
girls and they were pretty loud« It made me feel ashamed aa 
I didn 't think they were behaving right« I would never say 
anything to have an argument with one of those fellows because 
they carry knives and are always looking for a fight« They 
act as I f they owned the town but they aon 't bother the others 
too much« I heard some of them look for fights with Caucasians 
Just to beat them up« I never heard of such a thing before I 
came to Chicago« My friends tell me they were pretty wild in 
Los Angeles but I d l d n H know about that before« I bet they 
weren't as wild as they are now«" 

( f ) Family Adjustments 

Bob feels a great sense of responsibility for his family« 

1« Case History, p . 43 
2« Case History, p . 44 
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He has tied in his future plane with family resettlement« His 

mother and younger brother and sister are still In Boston, Two 

married sisters live as separate family units In the same camp* 

Bob hopes that the solution to the family future will be a joint 

responsibility of the older children* 

" I don 't think that my younger sister and brother would 
want to go with my mother to Japan as we have more of the 
family control now and she can go on her own way without our 
support* We ' l l just make her oome out with us some place and 
I know that she will stick with us . I f we do that, we should 
be able to make out even better than we did before the war« 
My mother just dreams about going back to Japan because so 
many of the Issel In camp talk about It but we won't let her 
go* ^e would rather start out some place In the midwest after 
the war because It would be a better life to stay in this 
oountry» The way we figure It Is that ray mother Is used to 
this country and It wouldn't be hard for her* Maybe she 
would like It better In Japan but none of the kids would like 
It there so I t ' s better for her to think about all of her 
children Instead of herself• 

The family had a strong solidarity In the pre-war days. The 

mother was left with the main burden of support for the children 

after a divorce from her husband» Before that, the father was 

described as being very strict with the ohlldren as "he had most 

of the power and we couldn ft talk back to him at all * " (p»7) 

The oldest sister quit school in order to help supplement the 

family Income, but the rest of the older children were able to get 

through high school, Bob's family did "plain labor all the way 

through" and "we were pretty close as a family so we got along with 

each other and tried to help out»* (p»8) 

Bob describes the pre-war family as followss 

"After mother became the boss of the house it wasn't very 
strict for us» We never liked to talk Japanese so that we 
used English among us all the time except when talking to 
mother and her friends. We ate regular Japanese food as long 

1 . Case History, p . 42 



as I could remember and we had quite a few Japanese customs 
which we followed but I don't remember all of them, We wore 
Japanese slippers and things like that. Even out here I eat 
Japanese food all the time as I just don't feel right without 
It* I buy the stuff In one of the Japanese stores down on 
43rd Street but they sure charge high« 

"One thing that we never did do very much In our home 
was to eelebrate all of the Japanese holidays because my 
mother was too busy working to tell us much about these things* 
The only thing we celebrated Japanese style was at Hew Years* 
We'd all have to get all dressed up and make formal calls on 
all of the other Japanese friends that wehad* My mother was 
very fussy about cleaning the house before the end of the year 
and things like that because she had a superstition that It 
was bad luck to start out the new year with a dirty house* 
She told us stories about what the new year meant In Japan but 
I don't remember much about that now. "3-

It was difficult experience for the mother to take care of the 

family after the outbreak of the war as , 

"My mother was pretty scared when the war broke out* 
She just worried a lot as she was afraid that something 
terrible would happen to the family. She didn 't want to 
have us starve I f she lost her job. She didn 't think that 
we would be able to make a living anymore and that worried 
her a lot . My brother lost his job too and he felt quite 
bad about that because It meant that all of his Income was 
lost to the family* We had to get out and do odd Jobs for 
some of the other Japanese families after that In order to 
get along* It was pretty hard for my mother because she 
worried too much about It and she d idn ' t have nobody to lean 
on. "2 

These fears convinced Bob's mother that the evacuation was a 

good Idea as, 

"She said that It would be a lot safer for us to be In a 
camp and we would be fed . She didn 't think that we would be 
able to earn a living anymore If she stayed out. We heard 
a lot of stories that Filipinos were going around to beat up 
the Nlnhonjlns but they didn 't come to our town* We heard 
lots of rumors about Filipinos killing Japanese farmers and 
that's what scared all Japanese In our community. I was pretty 
scared too because I thought sure the Filipinos were killing 
Japanese right and left and that was what really got us down. 
My mother made us lock the door at night and she didn 't want 
us to go out at all * We didn't know I f all these rumors were 
true. I heard afterwards that a lot of Japanese did get 
killed by Filipinos so our community must have been lucky to 
escape them. * 

1* Case History, pp. 8*9* 
2 . Case History, p* 14 
3* Case History, p* 16 
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(g) Social Attitude» 

Bob has a fairly typical American attitude regarding the 

war, but at the same time he Is confused and fearful of discrimina-

tion for the Nisei , He feels that he has a greater sense of Identi-

fication with America despite these fears and that there Is some 

Indication for optimism for the Hlsel future. He has concluded 

that he has a stake, as well as pride. In America and he only wants 

a chance to prove I t . His long statement of this attitude clearly 

brings out this point« 

"Sometimes I don't know what to think about this war, 
I wish that there would be a peace term between, the United 
States and Japan as It would be easier on the Hlsel» It would 
be bad for the Nisei I f we win or lose this war to Japan* 
Either way, people will look down on us unless we can do 
enough now to make them think otherwise, I figure that we are 
going to get kicked around either way so I don't care too much 
about the war now, I don't believe In all the things we are 
fighting for , I don't give a d a m about Japan and I ' d Just 
as soon they lost the war. But I ' d feel funny If that happen-
ed as I have Japanese blood In me. At the same time I feel 
like an American when I do a lot of things. That's the 
trouble: I t ' s a half and half sort of a feeling , In a way, 
I don 't feel very much like clapping when I go to the movies 
and, see the pictures about how cruel the Japanese soldiers 
are, I don ft feel like clapping when 1 see the U . S . flag In 
the movies either. I t ' s a funny kind of feeling because I 
don't know exactly where I belong. I would like to belong 
entirely to this country but a lot of people are not willing 

to let us do th is . . 
" I st i l l think that I am loyal to the United States and 

I ' d do all I can to help It out If I were drafted. I 'm an 
American because I get a lot of freedom out here like everyone 
else and I 'm not discriminated against like the Negroes. 
That 's why I felt more like fighting for this country after 
I came out of camp. I live just an ordinary life and I had my 
education here, I ' d feel like more of an outcast If I were 
st i l l In camp because all of the Nisei have left . 

" I don't know nothing about Japan so I can 't feel at home 
there. I only know a little bit about the language as I only 
went to Japanese school one year. I learned most of the 
language as i gwty nmnk 1m Sipwias« ssk»»l from my mother. 
I know more of the American things so that Is the reason why 
I don 't care to be sent to Japan, I heard that they might 
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even try to deport as bat I don 't think that oan happen» 
There are some dumb Americans who want to do that because they 
don't want to give us a chance* I get pretty darn mad when I 
read of the American Legion who want to take our citizenship 
away from us* I t ' s not up to them to decide because I t ' s 
written In the constitution» When that happens, they only 
make the Nisei feel less loyal to this country» You can't 
beat a person down and expect him to kiss your hand. I ' d be 
willing to forget everything that was done to us In the past 
and feel that no harm was done if they left us alone and gave 
us an equal chance with other Americans» 

nNo l i e , man. I like this country quite a bit and I am 
proud of it even If some people think that I don't belong here 
Everything is good and fine In this country except a few Amerl 
cans who get on m y goat. I feel that If one Nisei was bad, 
it could hurt things for all the rest of the N ise i . The seine 
way Is true about the Americans; If one bad American does 
something against us, it makes it look like all Americans are 
bad* I know that It Isn 't true at a l l . I believe that sooner 
or later the Nisei will get their right place In this country 
as they are willing to do everything to help out in the war 
effort. They serve In the Army and they work In war plants. 
What more can they do to prove themselves as loyal Americans. 
Some people are not even satisfied with that and they st i l l 
don't want to give us a ohance. That 's why there might be 
quite a bit of discrimination In Jobs after the war but I 
think this will pass over after a w h i l e . " 1 

Bob has no great dislike for Caucasians. He would like to 

have a greater feeling of security. Not having developed a strong 

racial consciousness, his reaction to the war was no different 

from that of Caucasian high school students» 

"When I got to thinking about the war, I thought that 
the Pearl Harbor attack was a pretty low down trick and I 
got mad just like my pals at high school d id . That 's the 
only thing that Japan should«H have done. If they wanted 
to start a war that badly they sjaould have declared it and 
not sneaked up on this country»11 ^ 

In this period which followed, the family was Influenced by 

the general community fears so much that all Japanese cultural 

objects in the home were burned. Bob's self consciousness de-

veloped out of a reaction to the growing hostile public opinion» 

1 . Case History, pp. 39-41 

2 . Case History, pp# 15-14 
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"Before the war I thought that I was an American like anyone 
else, bat I lost ray hakujln friends after Pearl Harbor* We 
sort of drifted apart« My best pi Is were still for rae but I 
felt that I was on the spot and I wanted to prove to them 
that I felt the same way they did about the war* Two of these 
hakujln pals and myself were known as the three Musketeers and 
we made all of the teams together* Gee, we used to do every-
thing back home* After the war came I couldn ft go out with 
my pals at night because of the curfew« This sort of wrecked 
our friendship because we did a lot of things together at 
night* They weren't mad at me but they didn 't want me to 
break the law* " 1 

This self consciousness Increased until the time for evacua-

tion , Bob then decided that " i t would be fun for me to meet other 

Japanese kids«" (p . 16) He did not think much of the political 

aspects of evacuation, but he never had a deep bitterness as these 

events were not fully understandable to him* 

"At lot of Nisei kids acted pretty sore about evacuation 
but they dldn t say anything before we left* X guess they 
had more to lose than X did so that1 s why they got sore* 
There were some of them who acted pretty griped and X did the 
same thing once In a while before being evacuated but I didn 't 
get sore« X Just heard that It was against the constitution 
to get kicked out like that and that 's why X felt that we 
should protest about It* X never thought much of this as X 
was looking forward to meeting a lot of N i s e i g 

Bob was not very Interested in political activities In Poston, 

but he did come to the conclusion there that evacuation had been 

caused by prejudice and discrimination« 

Bob decided to answer In the affirmative to the Army registra-

tion questionnaire of Feb«-March, 1943, In the face of his mother's 

opposition and even with growing doubts about evacuation* 

"When X had to sign that loyalty question in camp In 
March, 1943, I didn't have anything against the government 
so X answered 'yes« ' A lot of people answered 'no-no* becaus« 
they were bitter about losing property* My mother said to 
answer double 'no* but I didn 't answer to her« I didn 't 
think I belonged to this country after losing ray rights. 

1* Case History, p* 15« 
2« Case History, p« 16» 



She said that i f I answered • n o , ' I wouldn't get drafted at 
a l l . But the way I planned was that I Intended to stay in 
this country all my l ife and I never wanted to go to Japan. 
My mother wanted to go back to Japan, but she finally an-
swered 'yes1 to the questionnaire because all of us answered 
it that w a y , " ! 

His only complaint now is that he wishes "Americans would 

understand that I am for this country" since ttX,m pretty sure that 

the majority of the Nisei will remain In this country the rest of 

their l ives . The only thing that makes me boil Inside Is when 

people make cracks at me for being a Jap and that makes things 

tougher." (p .49 ) 

Bob believes that it is desirable for the Nisei to Integrate 

with the majority group, but he Is rather pessimistic that this 

will not come about because, 

"There is something wrong some place. It might be 
because the Hlsei don't give a darn about Caucasian friends. 
That 's the way I f eel . So I stick with my Nisei friends. 
I know i t ' s wrong but I don't have the time to go looking 
for Caucasian friends when there are so many Nisei friend» 
all around. Most of the Hlsei want to be with their own 
Hisel friends and they don 't oare to mingle so much because 
It makes them uncomfortable* I don't know a single Kisel 
who has a lot of Caucasian friends. I know we shouldnft 
avoid meeting Caucasians but that 's what we all do . X would 
like to meet Caucasians but I don't have the time. I talk 
to the church lady all the time. X don't feel backward about 
talking to Caucasians like so many Nisei do. It doesn't make 
me feel low In morale just because I 'm a Hlsei . 

Bob expressed the opinion that he would personally be happier 

and less self-conscious living In a Japanese section a s , 

" I ' d rather live In a Japanese town as I ' d feel freer 
and more like X belong here. I ' d be with more people like 
myself and nobody would stare at me. I ' d like to open a 
Japanese restaurant right in the Japanese section so I ' d 
get a lot of business» 5 

1« Case History, p* 38 . 
2« Case History, pp. 47«48 
3« Case History, p . 48 
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Bob concludes that he will be able to achieve happiness If 

he Is left alone, but his expectations are vague and he Is rest-

less and uncertain of the future* 

111's just hoping that I will be left alone* My aim in 
life is to make a good living and be happy. I ' d like to 
raise a family and maybe own a farm or a business of my own 
so that my sons could take over when I got old* Maybe I ' l l 
get this wish some day if I keep working hard« Right now 
I 'm more Interested in fun but that 's because I may be 
drafted soon. When I go to Nebraska next weak I ' l l probably 
be working hard» I don't know where I ' l l go from there but 
I 'm not worried« I 'm still young and I 've got a long time 
to make up my mind and I know I ' l l settle down sooner or 
later and I know I won ft get bad. All I ' l l do will be to 
enjoy myself* That's one of the main objects of living* 
I t ' s no use being discouraged all the time because that 
doesn't get you any place * ^ 

1* Case history, p . 50 



CH-4 Mrs« Tamie Ihara 

HOUSIHCr 

(This housing section is part of the Xhara family case, 

and it will be sketched only briefly here.) 

Tamie, her child and her husband originally planned to re-

settle in Detroit, but they extended their Chicago visit inde-

finitely at the suggestion of relatives when they discovered 

what a seiious housing shortage there was in Detroit. And. 

" . . . . • A l l e n agrted that I should not have to 
go through all the discomforts of getting an apart-
ment up there so he went on alone to Detroit to look 
for an apartment.. . . .-but i&en he started to look for 
an apartment, it was an impossible task. He tramped 
around all day and night for the two days he was up 
there, but he could not find a single vacant apart-
ment. Detroit is 125$ overcrowded. *hen he came 
back, he was very discouraged. He did not think 
that the WBA office there helped him etiough. We 
talked it over and Allen decided that perhaps he 
should get a job in Chicago since the living costs 
were not as high and a house would be easier tc find. 
I did not want to live in a large city so we decided 
to look for a place in one of the suburbs. 

Jamie's housing expectations soon dropped to a much lower 

level. 

"Since we have been in Chicago we have hunted 
high and low for an apartment. Allen thought of 
buying a house in the suburbs and thin having some 
relatives come and live with us and help make the 
payments. We talked it over for quite a while, but 
had to give the plan up because we don't have enough 
money to make the downpajments. 

In desperation, Tamie and her husband finally took a damp 

basement apartment, but she occupied the flat cheerfully. 

"rte couldn't find an apartment in the few weeks 
that we have huntfcd. My sister-in-law's landlord 
acted funny so that we wanted to get out as soon as 

1. 

2. 
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possible, Finally the landlord told her that 
there we£e too many Japanese in the building. 
There was an empty apartment in the building, but 
we decided not to take it after he said that. The 
landlord is a naturalized German and he said that 
the Army had sent a man out to tell M m that there 
were too many Japanese there and that he could not 
rent out any more rooms to them. I think that this 
was only an excuse. 

" (The apartment which Tamle and her child and 
husband occupies is In the casement of an old house 
located in the cheap rooming house district of the 
Hear North Side. The entire neighborhood is very 
dirty. Most of the residents of the area are single 
transient men, although there are an increasing num-
ber of defense workers1 families who have moved into 
the area. There are a few factories in the immedi-
ate vicinity, JL'O the east, the area shades off into 
the exclusive Gold Coast district, the home of the 
extremely wealthy. A heavy smoke hangs over the 
district moet of the time. The apartment Is located 
near the back of the building so that a certain 
amount of sunshine is available in the room. In one 
corner there is a large double bed. Off to the side 
there is a small closet with an icebox in it . A 
large table is in the center of the room. On the 
upper end, there is a sink and stove. The door into 
the room has no top partition so that anybody could 
climb in. There is an old chimney stuck through this 
space with an uncovered end which is full of black 
soot. A hard slamming of the door would make some of 
this soot fa11 down. There are a number of other 
Japanese in this area. Tamie is determined to assi-
milate out more into the greater American society, 
but due to the housing shortage and other reasons, 
she may be forced back into an exclusive Nisei so-
ciety. A'he very presence of a large number of Nisei 
in the area makes this development almost inevitable 
unless she moves out into the suburbs as she plans. 
The interviewer got the impression that they ere 
still uncertain about their future p lans . ) " * 

In the late fall of 1943, Tamie was able to find a five-

room unfurnished flat on the North Side. An arrangement was 

made to bring in a boarder in order to share the expenses after 

her husband was drafted into the Army in August, 1944, his fa-

2. Case Hi story , pp. 41-42 
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mily gradually began to move into the apartment. In January, 

1946, Mrs« Ihara finally took the second floor five-room apart-

ment for herself and the two children. In the spring of 1946 

Mr8. Ihara took in two single girls as boarders and charged them 

|12 a week each for room and board In order to supplement her 

income since she felt that the Army allotment was not sufficient 

to meet all of her expenses. She had no plans for moving at 

that time as she believed that she was much more fortunate in 

housing than most resettle? s, despite the difficulty of coal 

heating a wooden frame building during the winter time. 

t 



CH-24 Hose Hayashi Henderson 

HOUSING 

lose and her child had no housing accommodations upon their 

arrival in Chicago in October, 1943* 

" I came to Chicago on October 6, 1943* AS soon 
as I got here ± found that it was very difficult to 
find an apartment end I did not know whether I could 
find a place for us . . . . * X got a temporary place 
through some of my sister 's friends and then I went 
over to live with another girls for a few weeks. 
After that 1 moved In with my sister 's room mate and 
stayed there for two weeks. It was during this time 
that «alter arrived in Chicago. " ! 

A short time later Hose found a dingy two-room apartment in 

the back of a basement where she remained with her "husband? and 

two children until she left for California in January, 1946. 

She was never satisfied with the piece, but she was not able to 

find a better apartment within her Income level. Since 1940, 

Bose has been constantly on the move so that she has never been 

settled in any one place for a long period of time. 

Her acceptance of the poor living quarters In Chicago was 

a part of her general disorganisation* After going to Cali-

fornia se stayed wi th a Mexican friend. She was not able to 

find housing there so she moved to Salt Lake City in February, 

1945. ihe exeesslve traveling around was too much of a hardship 

on her second child and she died after reaching California. 

1 . Case History, p. 83 . 



CU-26 Jiasafco Ishlda Tashiro 

HOUSING 

Mas&ko was never able to find an apartment In Chicago oom-

paratle to her pre-war home« She and her hueband evacuated 

voluntarily to Chicago In June, 194&, and she was immediately 

chocked by the poor housing conditions» 

" George wanted us to move right In with 
them as he said that there would be room. Imagine 
my surprise when we had to go up to the third floor 
in a dimly lit building* I was shocked when I saw 
what the apartment was actually like* It was a 
two-by-four apartment and it was so untidy and dirty« 
There were bags lading all around the place and the 
beds were all unmade« I couldn't see how all six of 
ue could possibly live in such a cramp place as that« 
liowever, I was too tired to even think about looking 
around for another place* George said that it was 
almost impossible to find an apartment, so we deci-
ded, to stay for a little while* 

#wThat evening we talked for a lonp time about 
our plans* I was pretty tired and I kept wondering how 
we were going to sleep« Blyo and her mother went to 
bed xijrh* first ana they took the sleeping couch« 
George and his brother, Xenji, took the other couch« 
That meant that Tosh and I had to look aro und for a 
spot on the floor* It was stifling hot that night and 
I didn't sleep very well« Blyo discouraged my looking 
for another apartment the next day when she said that 
I couldn't find a place« % e said that her landlady 
was an Austrian and that was why she was nice to the 
Ulsel« however, I had no intention of sleeping on the 
floor for any length of time so I asked the landlady 
i f she had another sleeping room in the building« 
Fortunately she did have one« Bijo and i decided to 
sleep in this single room« The next night Biyo went 
to bed first and about an hour later she came running 
in to tell us that there were hundreds of bedbugs in 
the bed« 4e did not believe this so we all went down 
to look and sure enough there were hundreds of bedbugs 
crawling all over the bed« It was an amassing sight to 
me« I think this crushed my morale and I almost broke 
down and cried* We had to sleep on the floor once 
more that night«*1 1 

1« Case History, pp« 66*6?« 



Maskko and hex husband took over this apartment from their 

friende and they continued to live there until January, 1943 

when they moved to the north Bide* 

« In our apartment where we moved in Jan-
uary, 1943, the landlady was afraid to take us at 
f irst . *>he told the other tenants that we were Chi« 
nose. later when the other tenants found out that 
we were ¿ilhonjin, one lady said it was okay because 
we were different as she knew that we were educated« 
The landlady wae quite relieved that there was a fa-
vorable attitude toward us. However, she was an 
Austrian and she did worry very much about our being 
In that building. There was one person who objected 
to us but I don*t know who it was. At eny rate, 
some FBI agent did check up on us at one time accor-
ding to our landlady. 

"Around March, 1943, a new Austrian landlady 
came in to manage the building. She and her husband 
were fairly decent people. I used to have long talks 
with her and she told me all about her l i fe in Vienna, 
¡¿he was well-educated. At that time we were paying 
$17 a week rent, «"hen my sister came out from camp, 
she stayed with us for a while and then she took a 
downstairs apartment In the same building with two 
other iUsei girls« Yosh's brother was also staying 
with us for a short time, «^hen my younger brother 
came out of camp we did not have any room for him so 
he stayed with another young Rise! fellow down the 
street and Just ate with us. There was one Italian 
fellow who started to complain about all the Japs 
eround all the time. Finally our landlord began to 
be afraid. She thought that she would lose her 
other tenants. 

After her separation from her husband, Masako decided to 

take a smaller apartment so she moved into a basement apartment 

on i>eerborn St. "since there were no other iUsei in the build-

ing." fp. 76) 

rt The place rented for ?6 . 50 a week and 

that was within my budget so I took i t . There was 
a olause in the lease that forbid renting this 
apartment to Filipinos or Chinese but nothing was 
mentioned about Japanese so I got In. later on. 

1« Case History, pp« 76*6?« 



another Hieel girl (CH-24) moved in« My apart-
ment is large enough for my purposes. I am eom-
fox table enough even though it is a basement apart* 
ment. 1 get enough light and the kitchen is large 
enough for my purposes« I don't have a private Lath 
and that is one disadvantage« However» it is almost 
impossible for me to get a larger apartment with e 
private bath with the income have since my school 
is quite an expense«"^ 

Masako continued to live in this apartment until her In-

duction into the ¿ACs In the fall of 1944« 

1. Case History, p. 88. 



CH-40 fus&ko Tanaka 

HQUSIHG 

When Fusako left the center.with her baby in November, 194$ 

to Joi n her hug band, she had higrh expectations of housing fa-

cil it ies , but this idea was quickly crushed by the reality of 

the situation* 

" • « • • •Chuck brought me out to our new home the 
first thing. 

"When I first saw this apartment, I was so dis-
appointed as it looked like the tenements in the 
movies. Seattle is such a clean city and I couldn't 
get over the contrast. But I was glad to be out of 
camp and with Chuck so I resolved not to let the 
rumpling El overhead bother rae at a l l . My express 
didn 't come for three days more so that X had to put 
the baby in the dresser drawer to sleep that night* 
^fter that 1 got settled more and I found that it 
wasn't so bad. f^he neighbors are all friendly to me 
and i get along nicely with them whenever I meet them 
in the street."i-

Her husband thought that it would do as a temporary home 

because of the discrimination difficulties . 

" I t ' s a 3-reom apartment or a flat. I t ' s in a 
fairly nice district, ¿'he owner of the building cut 
up seven rooms into two apartments of three and four 
rooms. I got the one in the back with three rooms 
in it , I got the kitchen, but the other fellow who 
took the front apartment got the bath* You see, 
we've got a bathroom and a toilet in it all right, 
but the owner took out the bathtub and put it into 
the other apartment so we didn't have any bath there. 
I looked around in some of the second hand shops and 
found a bathtub to put in the place, so i t ' s all 
right now. i'he owner is a Jew, but he 's all right* 
He wanted me to take out a one-year lease but I did 
not want to sign it* I ' ve got my eyes on another 
apartment that*s a lulu and I 'm not sure that I ' l l 
tfeke this apartment that I 've got now* 

"The rent will be #27 a month, unfurnished. I 
will have to buy all the furniture, but I 've been -
thinking that 1 '11 send for the stuff we've got 

! • • Case History, p. 52. 



stored away in Seattle. I figured 1 might as 
well bring all of it out here. 

"lou know, I got turned down at so many places 
thst 1 got to the point where I ' d ask them right at 
first whether they'd be willing to take a Japanese. 
I ' d tell the landlord when I ' d go up to their door 
to ask about an apartment, ' I want to inquire about 
an apartment. I 'm an American of Japanese ancestry. 
I f you don't want to rent to me, let me know now so 
that x won't waste you time and mine, ' that's what 
1 told the Syrian fellow and he said that he didn't 
care what I was as long as 1 was a good tenant. "£he 
Jewish landlord that promised me the first apartment 
took the same attitude and he owns half the block 
around the place where he lives so he said that i f 
anyone bothered me he'd back me right up, 

"One woman who had an apartment near the shop 
almost rented me an apartment and then she turned me 
down when she found out that I was Japanese, One of 
the workers at the shop saw the For ^ent sign on her 
window and told me about it . I dashed over and took 
a look at it. It was the Greek kid who saw the 
piece and he told the woman that I was Chinse, so I 
guess she kept thinking I was ^hineee. I thought I ' d 
take the place, but the next day she phoned me and 
said that her husband had already rented the apart-
ment when she'd showed me the place, tut when I con-
tinued to see the *lor Bent sign out even after a 
couple of weeks passed 1 knew that she was discrimi-
nating against me. It seemed that she called up Max 
*eve^, the secretary of the IMGA whereil'm staying 
now, and he'd told her that 1 was Japanese out a very 
good tenant who never made any trouble and paid my 
rent on time, I guess she backed down when pssxis 
wiiftxaxexsit^issxaxaaBd^^kacra^yaifi^xberxfox^aasBB^^a 
fca£>.B8Bdkyx she found out that I was Japanese, One 
day I saw her on the streets when I was walking alonir 
so I stopped her and really told her off . I called 
her a narrow-minded bigoted ^eorew. ihat1 s what I 
called her. Boy, i was mad, 

But tfusako was not satisfied so she phoned to seek a t 

flat at the first opportunity. 

"Of course» this flat does not compare with my 
former home in Seattle where we had all new furni-

Case History Ch-S07, p. 8« 
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tore and a well lighted front apartment* This 
place is in the rear of the building and X don't 
get enough light. I t ' s not so good for the baby. 
It still needs to be cleaned and wall papered. The 
building is so old and i- feel so crowded here. But 
I like it much better than camp life and 1 wouldn't 
change it for anything. At least I am leading my 
own life without all of those restrictions and I 
feel free. 

11 As soon as the warm weather comes, we are go-
ing to look for a better place, *»e prefer to stay 
in this neighborhood now as it is close to Chuck's 
work. can't afford to move into a nice modern 
area like before because the rents are so high* We 
don't pay very much for this place as it is only $14 
a month and that is much below the average of what 
the other Misei are paying. Our utilities run to 
about #15 a month. 

A year and a half later, Fusako was still living in the 

same building, but still dissatisfied. 

" $f course, I am not satisfied with my pre-
sent housing yet. *'or a while last year we did look 
around a great deal for another place to live in be-
cause we felt pretty crowded. We wanted to get into 
a better place because we had moved into the first 
apartment with the understand mg that it would only 
be temporary. I expected too much in the way of 
housing when I first came out here because 1 wanted a 
place just as good as our Seattle home. I didn 't 
realize then that housing was so hard to get. 

"During the past year we were continually on a 
lookout for s new place. On several occasions we just 
missed out because we arrived a little too late. The 
better places don't atvcBtise in the newspapers so we 
had to walk about and look for the signs. You have to 
take a place just as soon as you see it because i f you 
stop and deliberate over it somebody else will jump in 
and rent it from under your nose. A lot of places 
that I 'went to didn't have any baths. I was so amazed 
at this and I asked the landlord how he expected a 
family to keep clean. He said that many homes in Chi-
cago did not have baths or showers out on Saturday 
nights they would bathe in the kitchen. I felt that I 
could not move into an apartment without a bath be-
cause that would be lowering my standard of living. 
i£ven during- the poorest part of the depression I ' ve 

4 . Case History, pp. 52-52. 



always had a regular bath. I guess the Chicago 
people have been deprived of so many things that 
they get used to it . One of the landlords was 
telling me that many apartment homes in the colored 
district didn't have any baths at all . I don't see 
how they can stand it. I don't see how any Bihon-
jin can move into a place without at least a bath 
there. I just had to ignore those places that did 
not have baths. 

" I did run up against a few discrimination oases 
at times. Once a woman opened the door and said, 
'No' and slammed the door right in my face* The 
other places were not so direct and they gave me a 
long story about the place already being taken. I 
tried not to be sensitive about it, but I couldn't 
help but feel that it was discrimination when I 
would go the next day and see the sign still up. 

"Finally lost November the lady living upstairs 
got married so that we decided to move up here* I t ' s 
the same number of rooms but they are a little bigger 
and the apartment has more light* The rent is only 
#17 a month and that's only more than what we paid 
downstairs* I'm satisfied with my housing for a 
while, but I still would like to get a flat with at 
least two bedrooms* I gave up looking for this year, 
but maybe next summer I will start looking again be-
cause a lot of the defense workers may be leaving the 
city 

Fusako preferred to remain in the district because she knew 

all of the stores and it was close to her husband's place of 

work* She had no complaints to make of her landlord os the 

other residents in the building as she had become very friendly 

with them so that she no longer feafed for her position* 

" • • • • •Anyway , I can honestly say that there 
never has been any disorigination against us in this 
house* In fact, this whole district is pretty good 
as no one has mentioned anything about our race to 
us, unless they ask us in a curious way* When I 
first came out here, I was very uneasy about my po-
sition, but I never worry about that anymore, A lot 
of it has to do with having a child as most of the 
people around here seem to like Sandy so much* 
That's how we get acquainted with them* This is a 

5 . Case history, pp. 148-149, 
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family district anyway and a lot of Germans live 
around here* They are inclined to be more sympa-
thetic because a lot of them suffered during the 
first war. A number of Kihonjin have moved into 
this district but they ha ven't caused enjr crowd* 
ing at all* When I first moved into this area, 
there were only two other liihonjin families. Since 
then about 10 families have moved in* They are 
mostly Californians so I don't know them very well* 

"At first X f l it very sensitive about other 
Kihonjins moving into this district, but X don't 
mind it at all anymore as I realize that it doesn't 
hurt me. There isn 't any danger of great numbers 
moving in because there are few housing vacancies* 
I don't think a Japanese community could ever spring 
up around here* I still think that i f too many came 
in, it would reflect against us but it hasn't in-
fluenced in that way yet* The district is full of 
old German families and there isn ' t much of a change 
over around here, so that not too many families can 
move into the area* " 6 

But Fusako still did not plan to remain in Chicago indefi-

nitely* 

"Our present plan is to stay in Chicago for the 
duration. But eventually I would like to go to a 
smaller town for Sandy's sake. I don't like a large 
oity as it is too hard for children* «e were think-
ing of going back to Seattle after things got settled, 
but it depends on housing and job possibility* We 
don't have any property back there so that it wouldn't 
fee very easy for us to get relocated* We can't be 
moving around indefinitely with ohildren* But I still 
feel that Chicago is not the permanent place for us* 
X also would like to move to a little higher-toned 
neighborhood* It isn 't because X feel superior to 
our neighbors, but I don't approve of some of the 
people around here who allfew their children to run 
wild* A lot of the people around here are coarse and 
profane with their children and I don't want Sandy to 
get that from them* . What X would like would be a 
house of my own* 

t 
" i f 1 had a house of my own, there would be a 

lot more freedom. - In a flat, a child can't express 
itself freely* We have to be considerate of the 
people living telow us* We are going to have another 
child next December and we hope for a boy this time* 

6* Case History, p. 68* 



I 'd like to have at least three children, and Chet 
says that this is the absolute limit. He came 
from a large family himself and he had to sacrifice 
all the time for the younger kids* He feels that 
It isn't fair for the children i f they can't all 
get equal opportunities. I f we have too many child-
ren, we won't be able to give them all that they 
want or should have."1 

7 . Case history, pp. 148-149, 



OH-42 Masako Mateuoka 

.HOUSING 

Mrs. Masako Ma$suoka had a very difficult time finding 

suitable housing for her family during her first two years in 

Chicago« #hen she arrived in July, 1943 with her two children 

tojoin her husband, she was very disappointed with the small 

three-room apartment her husband had found. 

I was never so disappointed in my l i f e . 
It wasn't much of a place and it was so small. I 
wondered how on earth I could ever fix it up to make 
it livable. I didn't show Ben my disappointaent as 
he was having such a hard time to even find this 
place and he was worried sick how to take care of 
us. That night we discovered that we had bedbugs in 
the apartment so we just picked up our stuff and 
left immediately as it was impossible for us to have 
babies in a place like that* we went to a hotel and 
we lived in a one-room place for about a week while 
desperately hunting for another place."1 

Masako and her husband finally became so desperate for 

housing that they accepted a domestic job and for the next year 

they lived with their children in their employer's home (see 

job section). Masako was never satisfied with this arrangement. 

" We hunted high and low for an apartment 
for months. After living at the 'talkers, our ideals 
were high and we couldn't get satisfied with the 
poor places that we did see. I sure wish we had ta-
ken one of those places now. We were too picky so 
that we lost out« Thinrs began to get worse and 
worse the last two months we were there and it was 
really an awful situation all around« The best thing 
for us was to get out as soon as possible and get a 
fresh start*" 2 

In June, 1944, 

1 . 
p 
M « 
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" • • • • • w e started to look day and night for an 
apartment. would even sneak out during the day 
to boy a newspaper to look through it for apartment 
listings* ' % had to find a place to move before Ben 
could take a job. Finally, we were supposed to get 
e week's vaoation with pay. I thought of taking the 
kids to my folks in Cleveland and then Ben could pick 
a fight with the «alkers and walk out. They just 
wouldn't let us go otherwise, "e talked it over very 
seriously and finally decided against it as we thought 
we might need the »alkers for reference some day . "3 

finally , Masako and her family moved in with a friend tern 

porarily, and, 

n . . . . . I started to walk the streets every day 
looking for an apartment vacancy. X would take a 
certain district after looking through all the news-
papers and then walk up and down the sections to in-
vestigate the best leads« 

"Most of the places I inquired about were already 
taken by the time 1 got there« Other places didn't 
look very good so I didn't bother to inquire further. 
I walked about four hours a day and I really got dis-
couraged. X wanted to live in the same neighborhood 
where we lived before as 1 knew the stores and 1 liked 
the general district , ^ach day I would go up and down 
different streets but there were few signs out* I 
didn 't want to take a basement apartment because of 
the children and i wanted to find a place with a pri-
vate bath. I was so disappointed at so many places I 
looked at. Borne places I was turned down and I am 
sure it was discrimination. u n -:heffielS. Place I 
found a olaee and 1 got all excited. But when X 
knocked on the door to ask about the flat, a short, 
stout woman tuck her head out of the door and just 
said no and siham&ed the door. I was mortified but X 
had several experiences like that so I just took it 
in stride. 

"About a week ago I found a three-room unfurnished 
apartment notice in the newspapers. I was getting to 
the point where I would have taken anything so I just 
went to see. The lady in charge of the house was very 
nice but she said there was no private bath there. 
Then she thought for a moment and said that there was 
a possibility for a 5-room apartment on the third 
floor. &he said to call her back about it the next 
day. I called back several times but she still was 

1. Case History, p. 96. 



not quite sure I certainly don't think I can 
stand much more of apartment hunting. I t ' s the 
most discouraging thing in the world, ¿¡»very time 
I got to a place I get s funny feeling and I just 
know that x will be refused, 

In desperation, Masako took her two children to Cleveland 

to join her parents while her husband moved into a hotel room 

to continue his apartment hunting, 

" . . . . . A f t e r several weeks he finally did get a 
temporary apartment. He rented it from Mr. Toguri 
who owns the fish shop on the Near $orth S i d e , , . , , 
He had just opened up a boarding house and there was 
a two-room apartment on top of the garage in back of 
the house which was rented to us. Ben sent me a 
telegram to return to Chicago immediately because he 
had found housing and I had expected it to be scane-
thing good. My morale went way down when I saw the 
dingy two-room apartment. It was a horrible place 
and it was dirty and it faced an even dirtier alley, 
íhe place was very badly furnished and we were most 
cramped for space. I hated to live there and I in-
sisted that we were going to move out at the first 
opportunity, ¿»very day I tried hard to find another 
apartment but I just couldn't find a thing, 

"We had to pay $9 8 week for that dirty old 
apartment ana I felt that this was much too high a 
rent for a place like that. Mr. Toguri's rooming 
house was just as dirty and there were bedbugs all 
over the place. The building was full of Nihonjin 
who had come out from Gila and they couldn't find a 
permanent place so that they had to move in there. 
Most of them only stayed about a month because they 
couldn't stand the unsanitary condition. They would 
move on to another place as soon as possible, Mr. 
Toguri's daughter-in-law cooked so that everybody , 
boarded there. They charged about v40 a month per 
person for room and board and that was much too high 
for the family group. 1 think that they did give 
some special rate for family groups but most fami-
lies couldn't afford that e ither . n b 

t 

In the late fall of 1944-, Masako moved into her present 

apartment, '¿he three-room apartment is on the third floor and 

4 . Case History, pp. 59-61. 
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it rents for f i g . 6 0 a week and it has a large hack porch. 

After eight months of living there, Masako was fairly well sa-

tisfied, except for the high rent which took half of her Army 

Allotment* 

"The building is pretty quiet and X like it be-
cause + don't feel like I am forced to be nice to 
other people for fear of being kicked out of my 
apartment. The building is practically full of M -
honjin now. There are 10 JSfihonjin living here and 
only five hakujin families. Most of the people here 
are young couples although there are some single 
Hisei on the first floor. A Mhonjin woman manages 
this building for a real estate company and her son 
and daughter help her. i'he former Nihonjln manager 
moved down to 18th and ^lark to manage another build-
ing* ¿'he present manager gets a free apartment here 
and they pay the real estate company a fixed amount 
each month so that they must b£ getting a fairly good 
profit since all the rent in the building are fairly 
high, ^ome of the rooms were newly decorated so that 
is why they were able to raise the rent above the QPA 
ceiling, we redecorated our own building but we had 
to pay the higher rent too. 

"When we first moved into this apartment, it was 
pretty filthy. The place was full of bedbugs so that 
we had to throw out a lot of the furniture and send 
for our own from California, «»e cleaned ail the walls 
off and scraped the floors, it took us about 2 months 
for ue to fix the place up. »e did all of the wall 
papering ourselves. All I did was scrub and scrub. 
I t ' s a livable place now and * hate to move out after 
putting all that work into it. It feels more like 
home than any other place that we have lived in since 
resettlement* 

" I ' ve thoucht of finding a smaller apartment 
since -Sen got drafted last April, but it 's too diffi-
cult to get any kind of housing because of the acfcfce 
shortage here. I ¿now how it is because I have looked 
around so much* I ran into a number of cases of dis-
crimination in my house hunting before* ihe better 
places would give all sorts of excuses like it has 
just been ta^en, out I knew that they were lying* The 
signs would still be "out there the next day when I 
went by* Very few of the landlords came right out and 
said that they did not take orientals, but I knew that 
was what they meant. It certainly was a most discour-
aging feeling and I wouldn't want to go through it 
again* 
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"In this building 4- get along with the land-
lord very well and have no complaints against them 
at all except fox thehigh rent* *he ^ihonjin man-
ager Who was here before was also very nioe to us as 
my husband did a lot of plumbing here for him. ¿'hat 
is why we got the place originally. When we first 
moved into this building over three-four the of the 
16 apartments were occupied by Caucasians. low there 
are only five Caucasians left here, AS soon as they 
move out, other ^ihonjin moved in so that pretty soon 
it will be all XUhonjio. I onl;, know the Caucasian 
tenants left here very slightly, but they all seem 
nice. I guess they do resent it because the ifihonjin 
seemed to be pushing them out. 

"1 don't know the Uihonjin living in this build-
ing too well, just the ones on this floor as we all 
mind our own business. The neighbors around here 
don't seem to object to us at ail . 1 have done some 
house wo ik for the people in the next building and 
they seem to be very nice, ¿'hey don't have an super-
iority attitude against us and they didn't have any 
patronizing attitude towards me. ¿here's not very 
many other Japanese living in this area but the number 
is increasing month by month. 1 don't think that too 
many more will be able to move in because there just 
isn't the housing available around here, ¿»very once 
in a while £ see a new ^ihonjin face in the district 
but ^ don t think that there are over 100 in the whole 
area, ¿here just isn 't any danger of them flocking in 
too heavily because most of the families here have 
been living in the neighborhood for many years and 
they are not moving out too rapidly. I don't condemn 
the ^ihonjin for taking advantage of every housing 
vacancy that is open to them because things are so 
hard for them as it is. However, 1 don't think we 
will ever have a Japanese district around here. I 
certainly hope not because i think that our area is 
reaching the saturation point right now. If too many 
people move in, then the hakujin are going to resent 
it very much, -fright now they seem to accept the Hi sei 
fairly well because the group has a pretty good edu-
cation and they are not ignorant. 

"The way I feel now, I think that I will stay 
right here, in this apartment for the duration even 
though the rent takes half of my allotment. WE've had 
some pretty difficult financial struggles ever since 
we left the domestic job. *«e never ftld get ahead very 
much beoause there was always one emergency after ano-
ther coming up and ire had to dig into our reserve fund 
until it was practically gone,"® 

6 . Case History, pp. 71-73. 



Ofl-49 Mrs. Shimasaki 

H0U3IHG 

When her husband was unable to find housing after some 

months in Chicago, Motoko brought her three children out of 

the center in the spring of 1944 to stay with her sister fCH-36) 

in her apartment temporarily. 

"£iji then said for me to hurry up and get 
cleaned up so that we could go hunting for an apart-
ment right awayi fíe had been unable to find a place 
for our family in all the months he had been out 
here. He thought that he had a place lined up, but 
I didn't like it when I saw it because the kitchen 
was too dingy. We tried to get into a lot of apart-
ment houses out we dldn*t have any luck at all and I 
began to appreciate the hard time we had. fox the 
next few weeks, all we did was go house hunting at 
every opportunity. 

"We were very crowded living with lone as she 
had a family of her own. All of her friends were 
trying to help us find an apartment. We could only 
find vacancies on the fourth floor in many places 
but I didn't want to take any of these as it would 
have been too hard for my children to go up and down 
those stairways, in other places I felt sure I was 
discriminated against because the landlady refused 
to let us look at vacancies, '»«e tried to get a 
place on Sheffield ¡=>t. but we were given the run-
around by the owner. 

"Finally we located a place on the second floor. 
Ihe landlady there was a German lady and she had 
four kids of her own. She wanted to see me first so 
I went and talked to her and to Inspect the apart-
ment. I liked it fairly well after all those weeks 
of hunting so I said.we would take It. Then she 
said that she had to get the apartment fixed up a 
little but couldn't find a carpenter or plumber to 
do the work. Eiji went out and located a plumber 
and a carpenter. We were relieved to be finally 
settling down. J&ljl went to pay for the apartment. 
The German lady immediately began to cry when she 
saw him and said that it would not be safe for us 
to move in because the people next door had threat-
ened to burn the house down If any Japanese moved 
i n . " * 

1 . Case History, pp. 66*67. 



Motoko became desperate for housing so she sought the 

assistance of the MRA. tthe was too fearful of moving into the 

apartment her husband found, and " I was just about ready to 

give up in discouragement when our luck turned." (p. 67) A 

roomy unfurnished flat was rented from a church* and the family 

immediately purchased a great deal of second hand furniture 

(over tSO0 worth)« Mo toko made arrangements to seel most of 

her furniture stored in California* ^otoko felt that the chief 

difficulty was the crowded space. 

" I really would like to have another bedroom 
but these rooms are quite large so I am fairly sa-
tisfied with this.arrangement. Most of the other 
Xiisei seem to live in such dinkj places on the third 
and fourth floors but we are on the first floor and 
there is only one other family in the building* **ev. 
Kelly 's . One thing I miss here is a backyard and a 
place to hang up my laundry, for Chicago this is 
supposed to be pretty good but it wouldn't compare 
to our little home back home* I still would like to 
go back to California but i f we stay here in Chi-
cago we will stick to this house as l doubt if we 
can get anything better without paying a fortune. 
I would like to live more out in the country as I 
don't care for the city l ife too much."* 

Burinp the following months, excellent relationships were 

established with the minister, landlord, and the family gradu-

ally began to find social adjustments through the church. 

By June, 1945, the family was well established and Motoko 

hhd postponed plans for returning to California because of fear 

of possible pepercussions. 

" I don't think that we will be going back to 
California for a while jet even though E i j i ' s bro-
ther has a farm out there. X own a home in Santa 

Barbara too but I t ' s no use going there because the 
feeling isn ' t too good. I certainly don't want to 

1. Case History, p. 101. 



go where I will be ilsoriminated against* It will 
be much worse from now on because of the war with 
Japan. But the main reason why we are not planning 
to go is that S i j i will probably lose his deferment 
even though he is almost 36 and has three children. 
I doubt i f he could pass the physical because he has 
a weak back but I have heard that the California 
boards are drafting lieei fellows almost as fast as 
they go back there. We have a friend who is £8 
years old and he has five children but he is not 
going to make plans to return to California until he 
is 39 3ears old. He is going to have a tig party on 
that birthday because then he definitely can't be 
drafted, tfrom what X have heard, the Nihonjin aren't 
too welcomed back there and I ' d just as soon stay out 
here because we are getting settled. Chicago is no 
place for children though. <*e would like to find a 
larger apartment but where can we find housing 
around here?"2 

Motoko, at that time, still was not fully satisfied with 

her flat* 

"Housing is still a problem with us, but not as 
acute as for other ^ i se i . «e don't have enough room 
here, but i t ' s the best that we can do. Our daugh-
ters are growmpg up so that one room for them isn 't 
enough* ^ven then, our apartment is a lot better 
than most of those I have seen of my friends, and we 
have bought all of our own furniture now. I'm paint-
ing the bathroom right now and there is still some 
fixing up to do. I f we only had another bedroom, I 
would be completely satisfied. I guess I can't com-
plain because we are more fortunate than most $ lsei . 
I feel sorry for those single Nisei who have to live 
in some dark room in a dirty old hotel or apartment 
house. $he fanily groups get a l ittle bigger place 
but the$ have their problems too. Our friends just 
find it impossible to get nice *nvironm»nts for their 
children as there is no other place to m o v e * " 4 

Motoko had tentatively given up her desire to move to a 

suburb because she felt that the social adjustment of her family 

was adequate. 

3. Case History, pp. 60-81. 
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nEventually we will have to move to another 
house, but I ' d rather stay in this neighborhood. I 
em thinking of reconverting this large living room 
into two bedrooms for my daughters and then we could 
manage quite nicely. There seems to be a few more 
Japanese moving in around here but not many. I 've 
seen some of them at the store where I trade but it 
seems that more are going into the Wrightwood area 
about three blocks down, " 5 

5. Case History, p. 92 . 



CH-54 Vivian Kimoto Kurihara 

HOUSING 

When Vivian eame to Chicago from Ohio in Jtaly, 1944 to 

join her husband, she was unable to find housing so that she 

took a domestic joe* to solve the problem, The arrangement did 

not work out very satisfactory so the couple moved to a rooming 

house operated for resettlers at 6010 Brexel Blvd. and during 

October they searched for a more permanent apartment, 

" it was rather painful, -¿very day we 
spent hours and hours looking for a decent place to 
stay in and we didn't find a single good place dur-
ing the first two weeks. I wanted a nice place of 
our own and X also wanted to pick out a place where 
I thought wouldn't be too many Hisei living because 
we preferred to be alone. There were a lot of 
places that A went to that had vacancy signs up but 
those signs were not supposed to be seen by me or 
any Nisei , X kept looking and X got pretty discour-
aged. I was even thinking of taking a place at |80 
a month at Maple Manor but it wasn't worth even 
one-third of that, fb finally located this place 
and ± am glad that we have a roof over our heads now 
even though the ceiling looks as though i t ' s going 
to fall down and the electrical system is all hay-
wire. "X 

Vivian paid §54 a month for the single sleeping room, and 

narrow kitchen apartment with a private bath. She was not able 

to keep it by herself after her husband went into the Army in 

December, 1944, so she got two girl friends to move in with her. 

In June, 1945, Vivian left Chicago to rejoin her husband 

in Minneapolis as jae had been assigned to the language school 

at nearby Fort Snelllnp-, She had no housing in advance, but a 

brother-in-law promised to put her up until she could find a 

more permanent location. Just prior to her departure from 

Chicago in late June, 1946, Vivian felt that she would be 

1« Case History, pp« 8 4 * 6 ? « 
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Xivlng in Minneapolis permanently since hex husband planned to 

settle down there after the war, Vivian's housing hopes for 

the post*war period were rather optimistic* 

" • • • • • X have all sorts of good plans for the 
future. We plan to build our home eventually be-
cause I don't want to live in small apartments all 
of my l i fe , that's an ambition we have anyway. 
That's why I am working and saving money."* 

2« Case History, p. 197-108 



CH-55 Mrs, Sonoko Wakamatsu 

HOUSING 

ilrs. Wakamatsu and her husband were sent by the Chicago 

WBA to 5010 Drexel, a rooming house operated by a Caucasian 

woman immediately upon their arrival Into this city in June, 

1944. (See Cfi-50 and Ck-52 regarding this house) 

"When we got to this building we were given a 
bare room in the tack immediately. It only had two 
pieces of furniture in it but we didn't care. All 
we wanted to do was to get into bed and sleep be-
cause we were exhausted. But first of all , we took 
our first tub bath in two years and then we tumbled 
into bed at 3 :00 o'clock in the afternoon. We were 
so groggy that we had no idea where we were. We 
slept for about 20 hours straight through before we 
got u p . " 1 

Mrs. Wakamatsu1s initial expectation in housing were soon 

crushed, and one disappointment followed another. 

"First thing I did after getting refreshed was 
to try to get housing for ourselves I am still 
looking. I looked all through the Want-Ads and I 
was quite hopeful at first but I soon became dis-
couraged bedause I found that the Chicago people 
weren't too receptive to Japanese or else housing 
was too scarce. I called many places and asked If 
they would take Japanese-Arnericans as tenants but 
nine out of ten landlords answered 'Ho ' . On our 
housing rounds, we have not experienced any dis-
agreeable incidents but the landlords tell ;us in a 
roundabout way that we are not wanted. Ifcey give 
some excuse about the apartment just being taken or 
something like that. I wish that they would be 
frank and tell us right out instead of building up 
our hopes and telling us to come back later when 
they have no intention of giving us a place later. 
I have even left wxfckxaa'xa my name with several big 
real estate companies to see if they could find a 
place for me. ihe agent for the South Company has 
been trying very hard to find living %&&rters for 
us but he has not been successful for the past five 
weeks. He is a very nice person but he tells me 
that he can't even find a place for his Caucasian 
friend. 

1 . Case History, p. 91. 
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"Some of our friends hare given us several 
leads out here hut usually the apartment is too 
dirty and ¿ wouldn't think of living in them." 2 

The Wakamatsu finally found an apartment on the South Side 

hut they immediately moved hack to 5010 Drexel because of the 

general unsanitary condition of the place« 

I did find a three-room apartment on 
61st St , hut it was small» I thought that I could 
make this apartment a livable place so I spent a 
whole day scrubbing it up. The apartment was just 
black with coal dust* Me moved all of our things 
over there and that night we were eaten up by bed-
bugs. '¿'he very next day we moved right back here. 
My husband's legs were so sweollen from the bedbug 
bites that he couldn't even put his shoes on. I 
counted over 37 bites tkx on my neck where the bugs 
had followed the lining of my pajamas. The land-
lord was very disagreeable when X asked her for my 
|E0 deposit and 1 had a most difficult time getting 
it back. I'he difficulty was that I hed endorsed a 
check I had given to her. She claimed that she had 
a right to keep the money because we had brought the 
bedbugs in. Jihat was a preposterous story and it 
certainly made me angry. I finally had to take the 
matter to a lawyer and eventually the landlady gave 
us $16 of our money back. **e had to pay $6 just to 
get all bitten up by bedbygs one nipht, It was my 
guardian's cousin who handled the case. He was a 
very exclusive lawyer here in the city and I suppose 
I embarrassed him no end by bringing up such a small 
case to him in his big suite of office down in the 
Loop. He must have become a laughing stock with all 
of his partners. I was in need of that ?20 and that 
is why I made such a fuss . w * 

After three months, Mrs. Wakameteu was extremely discouraged 
Hp 

by the acfefte housing situation in Chicago, 

"Ever since that time we have had a horror of 
house hunting, *»e pay $60 a month here for one room 
and we have to share a bath, **e get kitchen privi-
leges along with other people on this floor. (Full 
description of this house has been given in Oh-60, 
etc. ) ihe only good thing about this place is that 

2 , Case History, p, 91, 
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it is free of bedbugs and that is a great comfort 
to m e . . . . • 

"We expect to hare a difficult time getting a 
good place, ^ost of my friends have moved eight or 
10 times within a year, but they now have nice 
apartments. They have to pay rather expensive rents 
though. I still haven't given up hope and we just 
have to start out again because we are paying abso-
lutely too much here for just a sleeping room. I t ' s 
oeyond me how they allow all those Ads for unsani-
tary apartments to go into the newspapers. Those 
places listed are wrose than slums and we never had 
anything like that in California. I guess we are 
spoiled because we were used to living in a home of 
our own in California. Camp was different because 
we realized that was an emergency and we had no con-
trol about our housing. We had to take stalls and 
barracks and like it . But we figured that since we 
are now free people, we should have a choice about 
where we live^and we would like it to be a fairly 
decent place. 

(Pp. 94-96 gives some description of the types of houses, 

residents and their problems.) 

In July, 1946, Mrs. Wakatsu was still located at the same 

temporary rooming house. She had not given up apartment hunt-

ing in the interval, but part of the reasons for her difficulty 

was the lack of time because of her work and on insistence upon 

a fairly high housing standard. 

"Oh dear, we still have our housing problem 
with us and JI don't know when we are going to mmove 
out of this place. keep looking around all the 
time and we have a real estate man looking for us 
too. I'm first on the list at the real estate com-
pany, but i don't get very many calls because there 
is such a housing shortage. I 've followed all of 
my friends' leads but somebody always seems to beat 
me to the place because I can't get out so conveni-
ently. I haven't run into any discrimination in 
housing this year. Mr. Gordon of the Seltz and 
Southman real estate company told me that more land-
lords are now asking for Sihonjin tenants as the re-
settlers have gotten a fine reputation in keeping up 

4. Case history, pp. 148-149, 
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up the apartment and for being prompt with the pay-
ment of the rent and for their neatness, i'hat 
speaks pretty well for us. But the main difficulty 
is that there are so few places left open* I don't 
blame it on any attitudes toward the Japanese alone. 

"The funniest thing happened to me last week. 
Hippo Shibata's sister called me up once and said 
that the <»|U had given her a good lead for a five-
room apartment vacancy and she wanted to give me 
first choice at it as I have been looking for so 
long, it was described as being such a nice place, 
"hen I went over there, believe it or not. it was 
the very same place where we had gotten bitten up 
by the bedbugs and were foroed to move out. I 
wanted no part of that place even though the other 
Japanese there didn't seem to get bothered by the 
bedbugs, it seems that the only way to get decent 
housing is to get a whole house but most of the 
living accommodations in Chicago are in apartments 
and they are too dirty. 

" I n all this time that I 've been looking, I 
have not been able to get a decent place. I ' ve 
looked and looked and my time is limited because of 
my work. I 've gone in and examined a lot of vacan-
cies but not one of them have satisfied me because 
they were so awful. I feel that it has to be a 
better apartment than the one we have now or else 
we won't move. expect to remain in Chicago for 
at least another year, but lately we have been 
hearing from soae of our Japanese friends in Cali-
fornia that conditions are much better out there 
now than expected."5 

While ¿irs* wakamatsu was in California earliei in the year, 

she decided to cancel all negotiations for the sale of her home 

as she now expected to return to the Coast eventually. 

" I went to see my home there. Ihe tenant was 
very nice and she greeted me with open arms. Every-
thing looked the same and I Just couldn't give it 
up. ?he tenant begged me not to sell the house as 
she is only paying us f£0 a month rent. I had signed 
all the papers to sell our home except the final 
ones; but 1 decided then and there that I would not 
sell, fte are going to f i x the place up and I think 
that we might go back there to live In another year 
or so. 

b. Case History, pp. 142-1.45* 



" I don't hate Chicago but I am very afraid of 
this cold weather out here because X am so suscep* 
tible to colds* California seemed so clean compared 
to the cities out this way. The weather was so mild 
there when I was visiting and I wanted to get back 
to the familiar things, but I decided that we had to 
te practical* I think that the people really live 
out there in California and they have much more of a 
delight in the home l i fe . In Chicago everyone lives 
in an apartment and there isn't too much attention 
paid to the California way of living, 

6. Case history, pp. 148-149, 



CH-66 Mrs. Ida Shigaki 

HOUSING 

Mrs. Shigaki had several different housing changes after 

she cane to Chicago because of dir t, bedbugs and attitudes of 

landlords. 

"When we first got here we stayed at Newberry 
Hotel where Dick 's friend lived. It was a dirty 
place but we considered it as the start of our 
honeymoon because it was the first chance we really 
had to be alone even though we had been married for 
over a year by then. After a day or so resting up, 
Dick went out to look for an apartment and to re-
gister at the c o l l e g e . . . . . 

"All this time Dick m s going- around looking 
for rooms, ^e finally got an apartment on Chevtnut 
St. It was so dismal and dirty there that we could 
not stand it . ^very place we went we found bedbugs, 
inhere was no way of getting away from it . We moved 
to another apartment on Superior St. but we didn't 
like it . it was too hard to get a better place so 
we just stayed on and on. We were there for over a 
year. i5hen in July, 1944, Eick got drafted into the 
Army so I went up to live on Winthrop St. my up on 
the -^orth Side. The landlady was terrible there. 
She didn't want any Nlhonjin friends to come around. 
I just didn 't like her attitude even though I didn't 
have tt&py Nisei friends coming around to see me. 
i'hat's why I moved down here on Rush St. last Octo-
ber when ^oris Ihara iCH-39) went to live with her 
family . " 1 

Mrs. Shigaki felt that the discrimination factor made the 

housing adjustments of all reeettlers equally as difficult as 

hers because it prevented them from getting the more desirable 

places. 

i 
"We never had any real housing discrimination 

experiences ourselves but our friends have told us 
their troubles. The only thing was that the nicer 
places wouldn't take us in because we were Japanese. 
They would say that the place was just taken or 
something like that. They were always polite about 

1 . Case History, pp. £7-68. 



It so we didn 't catch on for a long time that we 
weren't wanted. It certainly fed me up. We had to 
walk all over and only the dirtiest apartments with 
bedbugs were shown to us. It was pretty sad. I 
guess housing conditions are even werse now as the 
l isei don't seem to be able to get any kind of a 
place. . 

Mrs. Shigaki was still living in the same apartment in July 

1946® She had a number of complaints to make about the high 

rent and the attitudes of the landlady. 

" I 'm living in this apartment alone right now 
as I can't take a room-mate. There just wouldn't be 
enough closet space for two of us in this Pullman 
apartment. I t ' s not very practical for me to live 
here alone because the rent is BO high ($42 ,60 a 
month) that I have to use my Army allotment to pay 
for it . But i t ' s much too small to bring in another 
girl and it would be too inconvenient. The landlady 
here is very fussy and she complains because Vivian 
fCE-64) gets too many phone calls and she has too 
many visitors. The landlady told Vivian yesterday 
to get her own telephone or else get out. She scolds 
us i f we use too much hot water. There are only 
seven Hisei in this building and we all live here on 
the second floor* 

"The landlady has no kicks coming because I pay 
a high rent and i only sleep here. I furnish my own 
linen and I never tfause any disturbance around the 
place. I have a lot of dissatisfactions about this 
apartment but I can't do too much about i t . I don't 
have enough heat here and there axe bedbugs. The 
only nice thing about my apartment is the private 
bath beoause it is so difficult to get one in an 
apartment in Chioago. &ue to the present housing 
shortage, I think I will stay here as long as I am in 
Chicago. I may go home to Hawaii, but it all d epends. 
I just can't make any definite plans about my future 
right now."3 

Mrs. Shigaki believed that the best solution was to move 

into widely scattered places and she objected to other Bisei 

moving into her building, for fear that it would jeopardise her 

£. Case History, pp. 58-59. 

3 . Case History, p. 59. 
I 



own situation. Apparently the other Hisel in the building held 

a similar attitude. 

" I get along well with everyone living in the 
building and 1 know them al l . ^here are three Hisel 
sisters next door but I don't talk to them too often 
because they seem to want to be too exclusive. They 
don't seem to want to associate with any Nlhonjln 
living here and I don't care because that is their 
privilege and there is no use for Nisei to bunch to-
gether. 

" I think that the Hisei should spread out in 
housing because the landlord gets fussy when too many 
come in. The eight here are just enough and I would 
not want to see any more Hisei moving in. The trouble 
is that we have to go only where we will be taken and 
not all places are willing to have us because of the 
lingering suspicion. That's what causes all the con* 
gestions, especially in certain districts. There are 
a lot of Hisei who believe in spreading out but they 
can't do It beoause they can't find housing. It is 
easier to go where other Hisei have paved the way.n4 

5. ^ase history, pp. 4-103* 



CH-IO Chohel Sakamoto 

HOUSING 

Since % • Sakamoto was in ill-health, his wife and son 

had the major responsibility for house- hunting. 

* We came right to the hofettl and rested up 
the first day we were here* F-?hen we had to make 
plans for what we were going to do* heard about 
how hard it was to get an apartment so we got iocs 
worried right away. 

"After talking it over we decided that we should 
get an apartment before getting a job because after 
my wife and son started to work, it would be harder 
to look for a plaoe. I would not be able to go out 
by myself to look for a place because of my health. 
At first we did not believe the people at the hostel 
when they told us hew hard it was to find a house. 
But after a waek of hunting we started to believe 
them. It was a great worry after that, My wife and 
son went out every day to look for a plaoe. they 
would come home all tired out. went all over. 
At first they went to the American friends office and 
the #BA and Mr. fort also gave them suggestions but 
none of thorn turned out so that we started to look at 
the ^ant-ad section and just taking a chance by walk-
ing around an6 looking for vacancy signs, ¿here was 
no luck in this and we were discouraged. My son and 
wife would come home at night and tell roe about their 
experiences during the day. After my wife started to 
work, i^nneth had to go look for an apartment by him-
self. He had a very difficult time for the next two 
weeks, it was hard to get a house because there were 
a lot of places yfolch would not rent to orientals. 
% & t 1 g the onXy reason vtiy it was so hard because 
there are many vacancies. 

"My son would go into an empty place and ask 
them if he could look at the room, feey would look 
strange at him and tell him that the place was just 
rented, ¿ome were more blunt and they would say that 
they would net rent to Filipinos, C hineae or Japan-
ese. £his happened many times and I think that it 
was racial discrimination. % eon looked all over 
the city. I know that It is hard to get housing here 
because of the great shortage but it is harder for 
the Japanese because many places do dlscrimlnate. 
Mr. fort© said that there was not much dIscrimination, 
but my son can tell you different because he was the 
one that went out and talked to these people and was 
refused. 

1 . ^ase History, pp. 55-to. 



After a month of "discouragement and hard luck, Mr. Saka-

moto' s son finally found s 4-room furnished apartment for #62 a 

month rent fa bedrooms, small living room, kitchenette and a 

private bath). 

"The house is located on the upper end of the 
lear forth *>ide, on dearborn *>t. It was formerly a 
medium middle class residential ares but in the past 
few years more and more transients had moved into 
this area, directly below and above this particular 
location, the areas are composed of cheap boarding 
houses which have a large transient population which 
moves in and out. There has bsen a trend towards war-
workers' families coming into this district in recent 
months. There appears to be & preponderance of single 
men and women in the immediate locality, however, the 
immediate district where Mr. Sakamoto lives, there 
appears to be a greater degree of stability and a 
larger .number of Individual families, ih ere are 3 site 
a number of other evacuees living in this neighbor-
hood. In the particular houee where Sakamoto 
lives, there are $ or 10 other Japanese, ¿he landlady 
is of German extraction and apparently kindly disposed 
to the evacuees* Mr. Sakamoto stated that his son had 
applied in the next block for a vacancy and had been 
refused because of racial discrimination. 

Mr. Sakamoto watà not satisfied with the apartment because 

" i t was too gloomy" so that the family started to look for ano-

ther apartment only in the fall of 1943. 

" I . . . . T h e reason that we wanted to move was not 
because we did not like the people in the building 
but Decause we wanted a sunnier place on acoount of 
my health. also felt that after my wife got her 
operation she would need a sunny place in order to 
regain her strength, ¿here was a woman married to a 
Japanese (Mr. ¿trita) living in this building, She 
was an elderly woman and I heard she was a gypsy from 
Australia. We first met her at the hoetèi when she 
stayed there and she used to tell our fortunes for 
fun. Anyway Mr. and Mrs. Arita moved up to ¿»heridsn 
Bd. Just about the beginning of tlie month. She told 
my wife that there was a 3-room apartment near her so 
lest Sunday, September 5,- my wife and boy went up 
there to look at the apertment. They liked the pi «ce 
right away so decided to take it after putting down a 

E. Case Jtiistory« p. 59. 



deposit« 

"Our new apartment Is in a nice location near 
the lake and it is quiet and in a good district. . . . • 
The apartment is located nly one ¿lock away fro» 
the ¿Mlgewater Beach Hotel and you have to take a "bus 
to get there. It is rented to ue for f l l a week and 
we w i U have a large bedroom and a big living room 
with a studio couch where my boy can sleep. There 
is also a very big kitchen and a tile toilet and 
wash basin, jfa have to share a bathroom with another 
party that lives on the same floor. 

(needs follow-up) 



CH-2 «funji Gyama 

H O U S m 

In May, 1943» cam© to Chicago to Join his wife. 

They moved to a small 2-room apartment on the South Side, but 

Junji felt that he was too cramped and that it was not better 

than the camp barracks since it si00 had bedbugs. 

Junjl lived on a fairly high standard prior to evacuation 

and he now feels that a temporary crampinc like the camp apart-

ments is not necessary. A large double bed takes up most of 

the room. The kitchen is rather narrow. Por ari extra dollar 

a week, the landlord put in another bed in the kitchen so that 

we can take in friends overnight. * bathroom is shared with 

other roomers on the third floor where Junji is living* The 

thing which causes the greatest discomfort Is the bedbugs. 

The landlord told him that most of the apartments In Chicago 

have them but he can't resign himeelf to all that biting at 

night and he plans to either get out or get rid of the bedbugs. 

Back in California having bedbugs was an unmentionable subject, 

but the people around here talk quite freely about it. A 

refrigerator, a email radio, several trunks, and seme pieces of 

furniture complete the furnishings of the apartment. *>unji 

feels that it is no different from the crowded camp and he 

i I 
stated that he was looking for a more homelike place. " I would 

hunt harder, but ^ don't know when I will be called for the 

Army and I may go off to school so that we can't plan on getting 

too settled." (p. 4 0 ) * 

•¿arly in 1944 Junji 's parents relocated to Chicago and pur-

chased two large buildings, one on the north side and another on 



mam 

the south side which he reconverted into Japanese hotels, ¿tmji 

and his wife immediately moved into one of them, 

(needs follow«np) 

i 



CH-14 James Mihara 

novsisd 

James arrived in Chicago in the stunner of 1945 with a very 

pessimistic attitude towards housing* He believed that this 

viewpoint was justified when he recalled his housing experiences. 

"!?ime& are hard for all of us ana we have to ex-
pect a lot of discriminations« When I got here9 I 
had a tough time finding a house, I would walk around 
and when I saw a vacancy sisro I would go in and ask 
for i t . the landlord would look at me funny and say 
that it was just rented five minutes ago* I would go 
outside but when X came back next day the sign was 
still up. In other places they would tell me that 
they did not want Japanese and other orientals in the 
building* fhey think that we are going to lower the 
rent. 1 reported some of these cases to the «BA but 
they can't do anything about it , ihey said that it 
was none-of their business. know that it is bar a 

for us and they don't want to get involved if they can 
help it* ¿he damn lady down there told me all about 
the other ^isei who got apartments and she actually 
tried to tell me that there was no housing, discrimina-
tion, I just told her to come out with me once and 
see for herself but she said that she was too busy* 
3?hat disgusted me. finally I lied about my national-
ity, X told them that X was a Hawaiian. I finally 
got this place from the Jewish landlord and he don't 
car® if we are Chinamen as long as we behave ourselves 
and pay the rent on time. " I 

At first James was very grateful to the Jewish landlord who 

took him in* 

"You know, we have 28 Kisei in this building. 
They were allowed to come in here because of the 
kindness of the owners, £hey don't cause any trouble 
and they pay their rent promptly and they nevrr make 
a lot of noise so that the landlord likes them, the 
landlord is a ^ew. that 's why he 's taken pity on the 
Nisei . I'his is not like many Jews who cheated the 
clothes off of our backs in California Just before 
evacuation, of the Jews are all rig he, especi-

ally those out here. ?hey are not such money grabbers 
like the California ones . " 2 

1. Case History, pp. 13-14. 

2 . Case History, p. 10 . 
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By the spring of 1944, # ames became very dissatisfied with 

his apartment because of a growing dissatisfaction with the 

landlady, but he was discouraged because of the discrimination 

obstacles. His comments at that timet; 

" I ' v e been looking around for a new apartment, 
but it s pretty damn hard to find. ¥ou go up and 
down the streets, and then go up to an apartment 
building where they got a sign out, and they slam 
the door In your face. Or they tell you the apart-
ments filled, and you know damn well i t ' s a lie be-
cause the signs still out the next day when you come 
©round. I'm getting so I don't like to ask about 
apartments. Maybe those atrocity stories had some-
thing to do with it , 

n I got to get a new place. Our landlady raised 
the rent on us two dollars a week. I told her she 
couldn't do that bocsu se i t ' s agaiast CPA regulations 
and X refused to pay. She says the rent was lower 
than the 02A ceiling to begin with. So I went down 
to the to ask then about it, and they said she 
eouldn't do that to us, and promised to send somebody 
out to check on it . X went down a couple of times, 
but they haven't sent anybody out yet, so I 've given 
up. This landlady is an Italian, name's Scarla, 
She's Just like a gangster the way she acts, The 
first time she came up to raise the rent, X refused 
to pay, and she told us to get out. I wouldn't do 
either, then one Sunday when we're at home, she came 
up with eight big Italians—just like gangsters. X 
had to pay up. Scarlas's a famous gangster's name, 
you know. 

"There are Japanese living in our building. 
This kcarla doean t own the building; she s just the 
manager for a Jewish fellow wteo owns the place. 
After she raised the rent on us, X noticed that she 
didn't include the extra two dollars on the receipt 
so X griped to* her about it. % e said it wouldn't 
matter because it was understood anyway. She said 
though, I notice she puts down the extra two dollars 
on the rent nowadays. Xdon't know what happened, 
( X suggested that this woman might be hi-jacking 
pert of the rent without the knowledge of the owner.) 
Sou know what she did? hasn't been providing the 
toilet paper, so my wife gets her own. But the other 
day, this Searla want around demanding 10* from every 
tenant for toilet paper. *>he said the rent doesn't 
include toilet paper, She didn't come around to us 
because we got our own, but my wife heard about it 

« 
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fxom one of hex fxleads in the apaxtment. Shexaised 
the rent on evexybody In the apartment toot and hex 
pxoposition is that if they won't pay, they can get 
out« ¿>he s a bitch; & xeal gangster 

fox a while James believed that the only solution to the 

housing problem would be fox Japanese to buy buildings to xent 

out to xesettlexs1 families. 

" I got a fxiend who is thinking of starting an 

apaxtment. *eah, a Japanese guyl He*® been looking 
axouno fox some time nowt but he hasn't decided on 
anything yet. I 've been helping him look axoundt 

and the othex day he saw a place that he thought was 
pretty good« told him it would cost #£0,000, 
and he says, ' fhat 'e cheap, ' ao x figure he's got a 
lot of money. Any guy that eaye #20,000 is cheap must 
have s lot of Jack stowed away« I advised him to look 
for something on the |oisth ^ioe« ihe lorth Side Is no 
good. Besifies% I don t want to go way out to the 
iorth Side; it s too fax fxom my place of woxkf here* 

0 h * 

" I 'm going to get an apaxtment from him if he 
opens up* I told him fee ought to spend plenty of 
money getting good furniture and making things look 
good» doesn't want to get anything dampy, he 
wants a good place» I f he charges |4l or flo a month 
say for three rooms, that'd be plenty good« I'© a 
know, some of these landlords demand a hell of a 
price, and they don't give you anything. But this 
guy could make plenty of dough i f he Just chaxged a 
reasonable amount, end brought in all Japanese. 
That s what he is planning to do« I ' l l get the best 
apaxtment in the building because I know the guy. I 
want something on the first floor* I t ' s too much 
trouble climbing up the stairs. I ' l l let you know 
if he opens up, It*d be a damn good set-up.*£ 

Around the first of March, 1944, J ames moved to another 

apartment on 61st &t« It had six rooms, including thxee bed-

i 

rooms, a living room, a dining room, a kitchen, end a bathxoom. 

©tfe of the bedrooms was fox the ®othex-in-law, anothex fox 

James' sister-in-law; and the third one for ^ames, his wife and 

daughter. They paid $60 a month rent, plus #10-15 fox gas and 

3. Cae-e history, p. 35. 
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light* The furnishings are not new but they are comfortable 

and adequate so that wames was quite pleased with this set-up. 

In describing how he got that apartment and why he moved from 

his previous apartment, James «cotfiaented; 

"This apartment is all right, isn 't it? Of 
course, the Janitor gets lasy now and then and we 
don9t get hot water late at night. But the place is 
all right. Ton know how I got this place? xhere's 
a real estate agent around the corner called Seltz 
and SoithinDn. *hey helped me out. ^here's a guy 
there in the front whom I talked to and right away 
he said he'd find a place for me. Be says to me, fX 
don't want to hurt your feelings but I ' l l tell you 
frankly that there axe eome places for which we're 
the agents that 1 can t get an apartment for you. 
Either the management-or the people living in the 
building would object to having Japanese living 
there. It wouldn t oe very pleasant for you either, 
But personally I like the Japanese. I go to the 
First Baptist Church and I ' ve met some ver$ fine 
Japanese Americans there. I 've fount? too that they 
make very good tenants, fhey keep their places up 
and they pay their rent right on time. I ' l l find 
you a place and I ' l l find you a good one. ' Well, he 
got me thjs place, That fellow's a Christian and by 
golly, he e square, Ifesi Of course, you know how the 
iihonjln are, they're good tenanta. that's why he 
likes to have us whenever he can. Ee said that if 
he could have hi« own way he'd have Japanese in all 
the best apartments that he could get, 

"This place we're in now was occupied by an Ar-
menian family. The old lady lived with her sons 
before they went into the Army, B at now that they 
are gone into the Army she decided to rent the place 
out, I*he first week we were here, this old lady 
kept ooming upstairs to see what we were doing to 
her apartment and her furniture, «¡>he d come up half 
a dojsen times a day and it got so that she was a 
real bother. I went over to this agent and told him 
about It and he said just lock the door on her and 
don't mind her. He said we were paying the rent and 
they were looking after the apartment end she had no 
business coming around. % haven't had any trouble 
at all though. I t ' s not like at that other apart-
ment where we had so much trouble with the Italian 
landlady. Jerus, we were paying $16 .60 a week for 
that apartment and didn 't have half as good a place 
as w© hove now. After we moved out five or six of 
the other ^isei families moved out too. They couldn't 



stand the plaee any more than we could« X heard 
that the OPA got after the landlady and the owner 
after we left« That Italian landlady was as sore 
as hell from what I hear. S h e wwanted to know 
who told the OPA all about it . Well, I was the one 
who went down and crabbed to the OPA about the land-
lady jacking up the rent on us. They didn't do any-
thing about it for a couple of months and that's why 
we mpved out* X guess they finally got around to 
see about it* they're really putting the pressure 
on her now* X heard that she refuses to go down al-
though the 0|A has ordered her to appear at their 
office* &he's gonna get into trouble yet* The 
funny part of it is, that we threatened to go down 
see the OPA and the boss axe just like this (giving 
the sign of crossed fingers), «lust like a gangster, 
huh? Boy, the laughs on her now* % didn't get the 
benefit of my kicking about it but she and the owner 
will find out that they can't fool around with their 
tenants* 

"We were having trouble getting heat and hot 
water in the evening so X went over to the agent to 
see about it . The fireman who takes cere of our 
furnace also takes care of several buildings along 
this block, I guess he tries to get out early in 
the evening and he doesn't take care of the fire 
late at night* X brought a cake and some other 
things to this agent when X went to see him* And 
boy, was he pleased* That's the thing about Ameri-
cans, you can bribe them to do anything* He said 
for me not to worry about anything and X guess he 
told the janitor because for a couple of days we 
have plenty of hot water in the evenings* He 's 
gone back to the old habits again but we're not 
kicking because we don't want to make any trouble* 
I t ' s all right as it is«*£ 

However, James was not completely satisfied with the liviing 
n 

conditions in Chicago* 

" What X want is a home in a small town, 
a nice l ittle place, with a job* I don't care for 
the big city anymore. Chicago is too big and dirty 
and crowded* Man, youggo up on 63rd 8t* about the 
time everybody quits work, and you get shoved into 
the gutter, the streets are so crowded, X don't 
care for that* X wouldn't even care to go back to 
Los Angeles* X want a small town to live in. 
That's the way X figure 

ft* Case History, pp* 46-49* 
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James «as resentful of his present situation because of 

his loss of security through the evacuation when he suffered a 

large economic loss and the suffering caused by crowding in the 

oenters. 

"Just after the wax broke out I bought $900 
worth of furniture to fix up our house, ie had a 
new refrigerator, nice davenport, new bedroom set* 
fte had everything* X got it cheap from a wholesaler 
so it was good stuff. Man, we were happy. I was on 
top of the world. % wife was pleased as anything 
to have all that new furniture and all our friends 
used to come over and admire what we had. I 'm a 
sociable guy and I like to invite guests over. And 
we used to have friends dropping in at our place all 
the time. ^hen I tried to sell that furniture though 
I could only get #400 for it* Gee, that made me sad« 
X had to sell my car too« I just got it all fixed 
up and then I had to sell the thing and I took a big 
loss on that too« I didn 't mind losing money on the 
deal so much but the trouble was, that I didn't want 
to sell any of it because we just got it and been so 
happy in our home* 

"#hat a contrast when we went to Santa Anita« 
They stuck us in stables and there was horse manure 
all over the place. It stunk something terrible. 
My wife was so discouraged when she saw the place 
that she and another girl sat on their suit cases 
and cried« &ee, I wanted to cry too, but I figured 
that someone had to be manly so I told them, fHey, 
there's no use crying, because you got to make the 
best of it« 1 We got a lot of lysol, swept out the 
room clean and scrubbed the walls and floors so that 
there wouldn't be any germs around« I didn't want 
to have my little girl playing around there in a 
contaminated place. ? 

Late in 1944, James was inducted into the Army but his fa-

mily continued to live in the same apartment« fhe expenses 

were managed through the Army allotment and contribution from 

his working sister-in-law« 

?« Case History, p« 62« 
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loosiia 

Euring his first few weeks ia Chicago» Bij i lived in a 

hotel on the m&t ¿»ide because it was close to his job* bat» 

"After staging at the hotel for a week, X got 
mighty lonesome so ^ thought X would rather more 
back to my brother-i n-law*s and make the long trip 
each day fox the a Use of the family l i f e » " * 

Throughout the winter of 1943-1944, & i j i continued his 

search for housing without any success» 

" • • » • « I waikad the atreeta both before and 
after work ana X watched all of the classified Ads. 
X didn 't here any success at »11 even though X was 
willing to pay |7& , W&A could not help me at 
all and they told me that a place like What I wanted 
would be impossible to find» X was ^uite discouraged 
as X had been lock!tig around for »«any days» I had 
to take into consideration the location since I 
wanted it to be ttear my work and also i school for 
my children. X didn 't find anything to my l ik ia* 
although X against no Sirect dieeri&iuation»** 

In 1945, F i j i ' s family came out of the center to 

join him» A t&cnth later found a fai*ly comfortable un~ 

furni&hed apartment and his family moved in» At the present 

ti&e« ¿uly» Eijl ia fairly satisfied with his housing 

although he would like a l&xgei place. (aee for further 

details on housing) 

% • » » • X v d like to have a bigger apartment out 
in the suburbs but X can't afford the right rent 
and there isn 't any openiugs » 

"X guess we are pretty well-off compared to a 
large majority of those ^isci who are cry in? for 

1» i»aee ^istorj» p# 46» 

2« <»aee ^i6t0A> f pp* 50-bl 



any sort of holding no* that the imlllm have to 
leave the centers* Most of them do not have the 
income to take care of a fa&lljg group because they 
weren't established oat hare*1*« 

3« Case History, p. ?$« 



CH-43 Ben Masuoka 

HOUSISG 

The chief difficulty for £ en and his family in getting 

out of domestic work was the lack of available housing. After 

one year in Chicago, Ben finally moved in with a friend tempo-

rarily In order to devote hie full time to house hunting, but 

this arrangement did not work out so well. 

"Quoting CH-4: i don*t know how long Ben and 
his wife will be staying with us* they are supposed 
to stay for only a few days, but it has been a week 
already. I suppose- it will be for another week at 
least. Ben doesn t do anything about house hunting 
but % s a k o buys the paper everj day and she goes 
out to hunt in the afternoon and leaves the kids 
with me. It e not too much trouble, ^ut it may 
prove inconvenient in other ways. It s not good for 
friends to live together because you find out all 
about their worst faults. 

"M&sako is a nice, quiet girl, but Ben c a m be 
awfully obnoxious at times. He is always full of 
big plans. He was amking |165 a month doing that 
domestic work. It spoiled him in a lot of ways be-
cause he is too fussy aiout apartments. ¿Ml the 
food that they have been used to eating makes it 
hard for me. They are pacing for half of the esc* 
penses for food while they axe here, but my budget 
is really running up. The reason for that is Masako 
is used to cooking for 2>Z$ oans of mushrooms and 
all those things. 

" I t ' s much too expensive for us to develop 
tastes like that. Masako does not realize because 
she has been cooking for rich people for the past 
year, that 's why X do all of the cooking around 
here now m she will run up our t i l l , then she has 
to budget on -Ben s income, she will learn from ex-
perience. 

When the atmosphere became tense, ^en 's wife and children 

moved to 0 lev exam; temporarily to be with the grandmother, while 

Ben moved Into a hotel. A month later, he called hie family 

1 . CaBe history, p . J.6* 



back to Chicago because he was able to find a email £-room 

apartment orer a garage on JSforth ^aSalle Bis wife could 

not stand the place so that in early winter, 1944, the family 

moved to a a month 3-room apartment further on the forth 

Side. After &en was inducted in the Army in the spring of 

1945, his wife continued to live in the apartment» using half 

of her allotment to pay for the rent, (See housing adjustments 

described ¿liore fully in his wife 's section, Cg-42) 



Cfí-35 Mike Mlzuño 

SOTS 110 

Mike had a great deal of difficulty in finding housing for 

his family, de came out of the center ahead of them in order 

to get a place, but he was not able to locate a suitable apart-

ment, 

X had to stay in a hotel at first . After 
work X wouia look around most of the evening for a 
suitable apartment. I tramped around all Saturday 
afternoon and Sundays, I never walked so much in all 
my l i f e , lucky for me, my boss got a good impression 
of me in my work so that he was kind enough to loan 
me a car while X was looking around, I found one 
place through a friend. He told me of an opening up 
on ifton St. on the ftorth Side so I went up there 
right away and i got the apartment, the owner had a 
better apartment later on so we moved after my wife 
and baby came out around August, % e second place 
was much cleaner and there were less bedbugs around. 

however, we were still cramped end we wanted to 
get a flat as it was roomier. A friend of mine had a 
fiat and he told me that it would be less expensive 
to furnish up a place in the long run, i^B-34) My 
wife and * figured that we would be able to swing it 
in a year and have all the furniture paid off with-
out paying any additional rent. H a t s were a little 
cheaper than furnished apartments ant we figured that 
we could put the extra money into furniture~and have 
a roomier place besides. I started to look around 
for a f lat , 

"That was when I ran into my first discrimina-
tion,in housing, % e r e were some flats open but the 
landlords Just didn't want me in there. A few places 
told me that they could not take in any Japanese, It 
was not any use arguing with them so I Just left , it 
made me ffeel funny and X d i d n H like it at all bat 
you can t force them to take us in and they don't 
understand 'us. Other landlords told me that the va-
cant flats were already taken, but I noticed that 
the signs were stlil up when X passed by a few days 
later . Other landlords told us that there were not 
openings in a very awkward way and we just felt that 
they didn't want us around, I was pretty discouraged 
about the whole thing and X didn 't feel good when I 
saw this discrimination, but X had to keep on trying 
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because we needed a larger place. 

It was November, 1944 before Mike found a suitable vacancy 

for his family. 

boss said that there was a v&oant 
flat about a half a block from the garage« I thought 
that it was going to be another refusal but there 
was no harm in trying. I went over right away and 
talked to the landlady. I told her that * was in 
the garage and the boss would give me a reference« 
I looked the fait over and it was just what I wanted. 
•?he landlady seemed agreeable and she let me rent 
the flat right away. I ran back to the garage and 
borrowed soma money so I could put a down payment on 
it. That night * went home and told my wife and she 
was really surprised* 

flat rented for only l i t a month unfur-
nished. I spent about $400 to £§00 in furnishing it 
up and in buying all the other things to get started. 
I paid #50 for our large refrigerator and fixed it 
up myself so it was quite s bargain, fe had to buy 
a new stove and a lot of coal since it was winter 
time« VVe had to buy beds, and even blankets because 
we didn't hsve any. *t took us quite a while to 
furnish the place because we went around second hand 
dealers. X had a car so I went down to Jew town on 
Maxwell &t* and bargained with the Jews. If I don't 
get drafted for three or four months, then it would 
have paid me to invest all this money because we were 
paying over ¿50 a month in rent at the other place. n* 

Mike was very pleased with his new flat as this is the 

first real home that I have ever had in my l ife and it certain-

ly made me feel proud.'1 (p« SS) 

I was living by myself in a rooming house 
before evacuation and I always longed to have a 
place of my own in a real home. I never got a 
chance to settle down after my marriage as we were 
evacuated right away and kept on the move, fhe camp 
quarters certainly did not make a home for us. This 
flat is much better than what I had hoped because 1 
got so many discouragements in looking around. I 

1 . Case History, p. 37-38. 
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like it swell and X think that we are located in a 
food neighborhood. 

"The neighbors are not too friendly yet bat 
they seem to mind their own business and we mind 
ours. The only thing is that I wish we had larger 
bedrooms now* The two bedrooms we have are pretty 
small and the one in the back is also dark* That 
is why we had to use the living room for our bed-
room, however, when I see some of the other Hisel 
apartments X can't complain because they are really 
crowded.11 ^ 

Mike did not feel that the infiltration of other resettlers 

into the area would make any difference because he enjoyed good 

relationship with hie landlord. 

" I ' d like it if some more Japanese would move 
into this block. X don't think that the block 
people around here like it too much having us here 
but I don't care« real estate agent for this 
area won't handle any more Japanese families as the 
hakujin people in this district protested against 
it« Our landlord told us one day that some of the 
neighbors told her to get us out of the place, but 
she won't do it . 

" ie get along fairly ft«ll with ihe landlord and 
she minds her own business* She understands our 
position and that Is why she won't kick us out« Her 
husband is a German and during the last war he lost 
his job on account of all the prejudice so that they 
had a hard time to make ends meet* That is why our 
landlord sympathizes with us« I don't know if X 
will live here permanently but I will try to sublet 
the flat out to another Japanese family when I am 
drafted. My wife will go live in a smaller place or 
else she may go back to camp* ie haven't made any 
immediate plans on that but X am a little w»»ried 
tnat she will not ee able to make out by herself out 
here. If 1 am drafted X plan to come back here and 
live after the war« X have all that money invested 
here in the furniture so I might as well hand on to 
it« It is a much better place than most of the 
Hisel have now and X don't want to go through all 
that house hunting again.» In the other place we had, 
we only had three small rooms and we paid f62 a 
moiith« It had too many bedbugs to suit us . "4 

1$» Case History, p. 39. 
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On July 1946, Mike was Inducted into the Army, but hie 

wife continued to live in the flat and she was able to manage 

with the Amy allotment and by taking in three boarders who 

shared the household expenses* ($ee C&-36) 



J©fen Hondo CH-4 

EOUSIHG 

In h is initial temporary housing at the Brethren Hostel, 

John ran Into conflict with the director after a few days. 

" I didn't know Chicago very well so I called up 
the brethren Hostel and asked them for a room. Mary 
Smeltzer told us to come right over and we would get 
fixed up. aB soon as we got into the Brethren's Eos-
tel, **&ry ^metlzer began to inform us of all the rules 
and regulations, ^he said that there was to be no 
smoking or drinking since the hostel was located in a 
seminary. % were supposed to cooperate in keeping 
the place clean and other things like that. We agreed 
to all of these regulations so that M m and I were 
given a room. <£hen another fellow from Manzanar, 
Lin&ir (SE-15} came in. fie had been one of my roll 
call wardens at Kaaaanar. fp started to smoke in our 
room but apparently non-smokers are hyper-sensitive 
to cigarettes as somebody informed on us. Mary 
Smeltzer was always trying to get after us but we 
would leave early and come back late in order to 
avoid her. 

"One night we found a very polite but nasty note 
on our door which informed us that we were acting 
contrary to our agreement. Mary Smeltzer pointed out 
the fact that we should be more careful in our con* 
duct or we would be requested to leave. I w&s fed up 
with these silly regulations anyway so X decided to 
move over to the lU'GA while &im went over to the 
friends ^osfcel i&ile 2»indy found a room out on the 
South Side. 

"i'he next day ^en loshioka of the &KA phoned me 
up and said that % * ¿hirrell wanted to see me. I 
went on down to the office and had my infcerviaw. 
Shirrell said that he understood that ± had gotten 
into trouble at the brethren's Hoetel and that our 
conduct was not becoming to a gentleman. I told him 
that smoking - asn't bad conduct so Shirrell didn't 
say anything more, iie reminded me that the Brethren's 
Hostel wee in a seminary and that the Bret lire as were 
strict in their restrictions. What burnt me up was 
that i was the only one called on the carpet. 

For the next six weeks ^ohn left Chicago to tour the midwest 

cities in search of job opportunities, but he returned to Chi-

cago to ret married. He moved into a small furnished apartment 
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where he remained for the next two yeare* As other resettiera 

moved into the building and neighborhood, John became more dis-

satisfied with his housing, but he felt that it was too much of 

m effort to search for another location. 

" • • • • • X was the first IHsei to be employed in the 
Merchandise Mart building and even living in this 
whole neighborhood, but now this whole building and 
area Is becoming flooded with l is el workers. I felt 
uncomfortable ever since they started drifting In. 

" I feel the same w ^ about the housing situation 
for the #isei . X know that it may sound selfish for 
axe to Bit back in my apartment and feel that other 
Nisei should move elsewhere. However, i f el that 
limitations on housing have not set in and that there 
are many districts in Chicago wbloh can be penetrated 
yet by individual ¿¿iseii I feel that it Is worthwhile 
for individual $isei to suffer ©men unpleasant exper-
ieces I f they can get located in new areas so that 
they will become more spread out and there will be 
less of a tension to press the Hisel group into a 
segregated area. I don't know what is worse as far as 
X am concerned; to move out of my present apartment 
and look for another place or to bear up and hope 
fetat the large migration of ¿»isei into this general 
area will not have an unplesant repercussion. I 
think that the ^ieei are nice people, but we have to 
think of the future and be careful that no distorted 
psychological attitudes are built up by the Cauca-
sians who view us as an invading horde as more and 
more move into the neighborhood. Certain districts 
are nmoh worse in this respect than others. 

John never made any attempt to become acquainted with the 

other Hisei tenants as he had his own circle of friends and he 

resented their curiosity. 

"Some of the Hisei in this building are nice 
people but Just ignore them as A have a sufficient 
number of Caucasian contacts to satisfy my social 
feelings, ¿here is one characteristic of the Hisel 
out here which I am at a loss to explain, -¿very 
time I pass one of them ± notice that they ogle at 
you, especially i f you walk down the street with 
Caucasians. X get the impression that they are 
shocked and they interpret it as some sort of a 
crime* ¿hey seem to have the ronfc idea of any 
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Caucasian girl that * take out and that makes me 
uncomfortable. X began to wonder at the tfisei's 
lack of intelligence wheu this happens. I am con-
eluding that they don t recognize democracy them-
selves so how in the hell esc they expect to have 
it applied to them i f thay don't know what it is . 

In the spring of lS46 f John left C hicafox for a tour of 

California, but returned to Chicago within a month because his 

notice to report for Induction arrived. Until he was called for 

the Axmy at the end of June, 1945, ^ohn lived with a Caucasian 

friend and all of hie belongings were stored with a friend since 

he was planning to divorce his wife who had gone to Washington, 

B .C . in 1944. 



CE-83 Kimbo £urihara 

HOUSING 

During his first four months in Chicago, Kimbo and hi* wi 

moved from one temporary housing location to another. Umbo t 

who was very diecoitraged with the prospects said: 

"They all give us th$ run around, ¿'hey just 
say, 'Sorry, but it 1$ taken* ' <<e must have gone to 
at least Zb xlaces. I 'm willing to pay §40 or more 
for a place. pay |f each for a room here and it 
is screened off so that people walk through to get 
to the back. are so darned discouraged about it 
that we may stay on here as we ilron't have time to 
look for a place after we go back to work. They 
kicked us out of the last place where my wife was 
working doing domestic work. In Cincinnati we had a 
good set-up because we lived in a Japanese boarding 
house and the expense for room and board for the two 
of us was only f j l & week. 

"1 heaid that ¿»&rl ¿usa is running a rooming 
house which he leased so I tmight inquire about that 
place. I would like to get into a Co-op like the 
Concord House, but guess they have too many fiisei 
there already« This housing problem is really 
tough, lou Can just tell that they uon't want us 
but they tell us in a polite way. I got so mad in 
one place A looked that * tore the vacancy sign down 
after they said that the placed had just been rented 
out. Ho wonder the $isei are starting to live to-
gather; i t ' s too hard to get a place when housing is 
scarce and the landlords don't want us too much any-
way* One place said that they did not mind taking 
us but the other tenants would complain end move out 
and tho value of the- property would drop. As if we 
would be the cause of anything like that.' I t ' s go-
ing to be even tougher i f i finally get called by the 
Army as my wife will be left all alone. Maybe we should 
get a flat and furnish it up as it mould give us more 
of the felling of settled down. All we have been do-
ing since'we got married last January is more from 
one place to another. 

Himbo first stayed at the £110 ^re>el Elvfl. House after 

arrifing ahead of his wife in July, 1944, tut he was very dis-

satisfied with the set-up. 

1* ^sse History, p, 6 



"X had to find a place to feleep BO that the 
WBA man sent me oat to 5110 Drexel and that was a 
looey place to live in. Bone of the ^ieei who live 
there acted friendly, I was disgusted when X went 
to feed and wondered whether I had made a mistake in 
leaving Cincinnati, 

When Kimbo's wife arrived in Chicago a week later, she had 

an equally difficult housing problem, ihe couple finally de-

cided to take s domestic .job out of desperation, but this 

arrangement did not work out and they were fired, 

"By this time it was September and my iciduot-
tion notice to report came so that we thought of 
getting our own apartment in the siiort time we had 
left tog be together, employer overheard us 
talking of these plans so she told us to get out of 
her place immediately because she wag so spiteful. 

had a violent quarrel and X told her to mind her 
own business. I told her of all the complaints 
which we had accumulated and I had that she had not 
lived up to her bargain at all because she was try-
ing to take advantage of us as she knew we were 
having s hard time finding an apartment of onr own, 
Xhen she said she fired me before X quit Just so 
that she could have the last word in the argument, 
I guess we made an enemy for the «^Isei at that place. 
She was a real ^ew and she was certainly stingy in 
the food she fed us. were quite glad to get out 
of thexe, n3 

Since they did not have a place to move intok, they re-

turned to the 5110 rooming house temporarily, They paid $2$ a 

week for room and board and the couple spent f-EEO in the first 

three weeks so that they renewed their efforts to find cheaper 

housing. 

" . . . . . I t ' s a very futile sort of chiag to look 
for housing now and we were turned out of a lot of 

places on alMk kinds of dumb reasons, X think that 
It really was because the landlord was afralt? to take 
in any Japanese. Several times we even rented a car 
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to go apartment hunting feat we didn 't have any sue* 
cess. spent many days looking around without 
getting a single possibility. *e eren went down to 
the ftá and asked for leads but they could not help 
us* We phoned places that were advertised in the 
papers but none of them turned out very good, The 
fBA leads were the most putrid places of all* The 
places tried to charge outrageous rents but we 
couldn't even consider the dirty places that we had 
been sent to by the #IA* I don't thin* they they 
know what some of the places that they sent Hisel to 
look like* 

"After weeks of looking we got pretty desperate 
as it was too expensive to pay #1 a night at E040 
Drexel. finally on October 7 I met a friend out on 
the JSorth Side. He happened to be moving out of his 
apartment in this building that very day. It was a 
strange coincidence. #e asked him i f we could take 
over and he said he didn't care. came up here 
and looked over the apartment. At first we thought 
| i S a month was rather high for this small apartment 
but we had to make up our minds quickly before some-
body grabbed the place. After deliberating for one 
night we decided to move in as Sunny said she would 
come and share the expenses with us. £he whole se-
cond floor here Is occupied by Hisei but that is 
only including about six other persons that X know 
of. just had to get out of the other building 
because $14 a week was much too much for us» #e de-
cided that this was the cleanest of all apartments 
we had seen» 

*We have a pretty large combination bed-room 
and living room here* The kitchen is rather incon-
venient tout we manage to get by. the good thing is 
that we have a private baih. there is a gas refri-
gerator here and the stove works well. After I get 
taken into the *rmy my wife plans to take in a third 
girl to live with them. I don't mind living In a 
building that has other &isel in it because they 
won't bother me at a l l . Xt 's too hard to break into 
new buildings that have no Hisei in them at all be-
cause they just don't understand us. Chioago sure 
has made me feel that X have a Japanese face« I 
just don't want to go house-hunting again because 
there is too much grief to it« 

"We have only been in this apartan en t for a 
short time now but X am not entirely satisfied with 
i t . there ere cockroaches here and the rent is too 
high, ¡se don't heve enough furnishings or cooking 
utensils, however these things can be remedied• I 



guess we will stay here as long as we can as we 
are tired of moving around."* 

£imbo believed that hie housing problem was much simpler 

daring the period that he lived in a Japanese cooperative house 

in CiB0in&&tl when he was still single* 

" • • • • • I was livina in a Co-op house with lZf 
other Uisei boys* % i e was a very good arrangement 
because it cut our expenses down considerably* We 
paid #13*50 a week for our room and board. The 
elected treasurer had charge of all the money and it 
was up to him to pay the rent for the building and 
then turn the rest of the money over to the Japanese 
cook, ¿'he cook was the pother of one of the fellows 
living with us* She was very economical in her man-
agement and she listed all the expenses and then 
turned back the balance of the money into the treasury 
at the end of the week. All of us worked during the 
day so that we had no trouble in the meal arrangements, 
^t the end of the month we got rebates from the trea-
surery so that our living costs were out even lower* 

got along very well with the fellows at the 
Co-op house as most of us worked together at the same 
battery company* % did practically everything to-
gether until we got girl friends and then we went our 
own way. We went to the same social activities so 
that we saw a great deal of each other. I guepe it 
could be siid we ate, worked and played together. i?he 
biggest gripe that these Nisei fellows had was that 
they were ^uite lonesome. They spent a great deal of 
time writing letters to girls in camp because there 
were not enough M s e i girls around Dayton.^ that's 
one of the reasons why those felloes left Dayton to 
go on to Chicago, Cleveland, ^ew York or Detroit. 
Only about half of the original gmup are left these 
now and they are mostly the couples who find that they 
are able to integrate pretty well and they don*t miss 
the *isei society at all because they have found 
wives now*w5 

H 

In JDeoember, 1944, ^iajbo was drafted into the Army. His 
t . 

wife remained in the apartment until the end of June, 1945 when 

she went to Minneapolis in order to be hearer her husband, (¿ee 

CM* 64) 
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