© HOUSING

+ Locat ions

: Rents' 2528 2
. Mariko, Alice's 2530; 2980; 3066
- CK's 2839; 2545-46; 2585; 2588; 2635; 2880-84
Yasokuchi's 2606-7

Alice's 2672-73

Kooming house area concentration 2673

Mutual Aid Hotel: 2769

Covenants 2796

Alice and Mariko's 2827; 2830; 2937

General 2862

Albert Ikeda's 2875-6; 2878; 3664

Alice and Mark's 2879; 3921; 3965; 3993
Toshie's 2891; 2937

Nisel couple 2895

HOUSING (3)

Chicago Settlement House 3337-8
Chiyeko Matsuoka's 3363

Boardlng house of Isseis-Buddhist Church 3418
Attempted ald by Cuneo Press 3451
Dearborn St. housing crises 3454
Fay Nakagawa's 3500

Texas Mary's 35%70; 3662

Tamie's 3593

Alice's in Rockford 3596

Imiko's 3779

Miki's 3844

via Barry Saikl 3865

Imiko's 3902
Mariko's 4074; 4080

HOUSING (5)
Sue 4549

Shimoda, Geo. Board of Health closes hils board-

ing house 4451

Kanakta, Mary--Plans to open apartment for Nisel

Akl 4643; 4669; 4795

Friends program re housing 4659
Charlie Iwanaga 4724

Ed. Kito 4732

Mariko 4740

Endo 4797

Mariko 4827

Saye 4828

Helen Suzukil-substandard references WRA 4858
Akl 4882

Mrs.SAko 4895

HOUSING (2)

CK's 2932-34

Fay Nakagawa's 29034-5

Deki's 2936

Toshie's 2937

Maris Majamoto's 3002

Church Federatlon--ald offered by 3025
Mary Sonoda's 3059

Friends ald 3061

Shig Okamoto's 3078

General situation 3136; 3184 (Friends & Bob For
Mary Sonoda's 3167

Frank's 3188

Mariko's 3261; 3373; 3384; 3385-6; 3468; 3660
Y's throwing out 200 Nisei 3282

MRA-foster homes 3328

HOUSING (40

Fay (CH-22) 4096

Alice's 4098

Kimi Mukaye 4105

Albert 4118

Mariko 4129

Mr. Imajl 4144

CK. 4169; 4197; 4199; 4300; 4302-3;
Mary (CH-24) ordered to leave apt.
CK. 4310; 4312; 4316; 4317; 4331; 4338; 4350;
4365; 4393; 4415; 4426; 4455

Fay 4363

CK. 4457; 4497; 5015
Discrimination against Nisel 4515
Alice's 4519; 4528

HOUSING (6)

Pop's rent pald from 1922 on 5247

Eileen's 5269

Terry's 5380

Fumi's difficulties 5511

Sugio's housing 5598

Ken Marioka's 5611; 5785

Midori's 5838

Japanese boarding houses (via Masako) 5839

Ikeda's 6033

Kiyoshi Kimoto's 6048; 6138

Eileen's 6130; 6283; 6158-9; 6168; 6180; 6227;
6255

Watanabe's 6145

Irene Satow's 6227
General attitude of landlords 6243; 6275




HOUSING (7)

Chet Tomita's 6253

Mariko's and Geo's 6272; 6273; 6282
George's mother 6298

Mas Wakai's 6323

Mary Hanamura 6334

Henry Endo's 6469

Davy's 6683

Irene's family 6687 -

Lessings comments on housing 6813
Eileen's family 6819.

Mr. Pleasant's 6929

Dave Tatsuno 7016

WRA Resettlement plans 7058
Ingojo's 7088




CH-8 Margaret Suzuki

HOUS ING

During the first three weeks of March, 1943, Margaret stayed
at the friends hostel on Belden Ave. on the North Side. [he
Friends Service agency found an opening for her in the Eleanor
Cluo . She was the first Nisei girl to ever live there, but a
quota of three resettlers was set. This was filled by Margaret's
sister and another girl.

When Margaret's second sister left the center, it was ne-
cessary to find some other housimg since the gquota was already
filled at the Eleanor Club., A <uaker family became interested

in Margaret and offered their home on the South Side since it

was open until September, 1943. Margaret, her two sisters, and

four other Yisei girls moved into this home in June, 1942. In
August Margaret started house hunting again for the six girls.
She was not able to find a large enough place so the group fi-
nally split up. ILate in September, 1943, “argaret and her two
sisters moved to a home on the far North Side in ancitipation
of their parents' resettlement. In the meantime, Margaret began
teaching at the University of §nicago and she found that it took
her three hours a day to commute so that she finmally moved to a
smaller apartment near the University with her two sisters after
parents decided to resettle im Colorado.

Margaret's fut we housing plans were still indefinite tn
June, 1945:

"Most apartments ® out here are sub-standard and
it is almost impossible to find a place for a family

group. We are anxious to bring our family together
again, but we just can't find a large enough place.
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All of my friends are in the same kind of fix.

"We are crowded in our present aspartment and a
family group just couldn't live there. We don't
have any trouble with the landlady as she is nice to
us, but that is not enough for us to want to remain
there permenently. We have always planned to get s
better and larger place, but the months go by very
swiftly. It isn't an urgent problem with me right
now as my parents are out of camp already, and I have
to think more of § my job future. I don't know if I
want to remsain in Chicago permanently, but I don'
want to be on the jump from one city to another.”

1., From C.K. Diary, pp. 8077-8078.




CH-9 Yasuko Hayashi
HOUSING

Yasuko was employed as a domestic worker during her first
two years in Chicago (see employment section). In ¥ April, 1943,
Yasuko decided to work in a factory so she moved into sn apart-
ment building on the North Side with some frienis. Five girls
lived next to each other snd they ate their meals together in
one of the rooms which had a pullman kitchen. Yssuko believed

this was only a temporary arrangement because she had plans to

(1) go to New York for a job or (2) find s flat and bring her

parents out of camp. Yasuko's chief dissatisfaction with her

housing was the cramped quarters, and the high rent.




CH-17 George "Yani" Ysnigawa
HOUS ING

During his first few months in Chicago, George lived in
segeral different hotels on the Near North Side and on a Great
Lekes pboat. In August, 1943, he moved into an apartment.

"At the present time George is paging $8 a week
for his apartment. The landlord is s Yerman alien
and very sympathetic. George's apsrtment is Exkaxgxz
completely furnished amd rather comfor table., It in-
cludes a large living room, bedroom, closet and a
kitchenette. <‘he apartment is located on the second
floor of a fairly o0ld building and it hes a front
view of the street. The furnishings include a mod-
ernized davenport, arm~-chair, bureau, three small
chairs, table and heater., There is also a large
fireplace in the living room. George's brother is
mainteai ning a separste apartment and his parents are
living on the “earx North ~ide in a hotel where the
father is a time-keeper."l

In August, 1944, George moved to an unfhrnished house after

his marriage. The rent was only $17 a month, but the initial
furniture expenses was rather high. George did a great desl of
tuilding about the house so that by the end of the year, they
were fairly well settled. The present plan is to remain there
as long as they live in Chicago. 4 friend of ¥xzx his wife's
now occupies the spare bedroom and shares the expenses for the
flat. George's wife is dissatisfied with the lack of facili-
ties there, but she feels that she will have to put up with it
for the duration. Her chief complaint is that it gets too cold
in the winter and in the summer the odor of the tamale factory

downstairs penetrates the whole building.

l. Case History, p. 1.




CH=2C Yuri Kosamoto
HOUSING

After Yuri quit her domestic job in October, 1943, she
moved into the Penton Settlement House where she was given her
room in exchange for some evening work et the switchboard.

"The Benton House is a pretty big social settle=-
ment house. There is a gymnasium over on the other
side snd a Nisei fellow Tom Imai snd his wife are the
directors there. They take care of the activities of
the children who come here. We also have & branch of
the public library downstairs. But I haven't been
down there . to get any books yet. The director is very
nice to me and all of the people living here are
friendly. There are about five other Nisei in the
house but I haven't gotten to know them very well yet.
I have my own here and there is a living room where I
can see my visitors. We have almost all of the faci-
lities here and it i& even better than living at the
'Y'., 4t is something like a large family, but the
other people don't try to pry into your business snd
they leave you alome."l

Xy RBE X aVEXMEX gXVEER X Fu kX
By May, 1945, Yuri still felt unsettled as "I don't have any

deep roots here." (p. 76) In June, 1944 she had moved out of

Benton House "g8 it was too far out on the west side." Yuri #mas

admitted into the Univereity Cooperative, where she lived with 10
other girls, but,

"I had to pay $18 s month there for just my room
alone and my meals were taken out. Ihis proved rather
expensive for me so that is the reason why I started
looking sround for snother place. Iin November, 1944
one of my friends told me about the Concord Co-op
House on Hyde Park Blvd., so I applied for membership
immedi ately. I was accepted s0 I moved in and I have
been living here ever since. e only pay $33 a month
for our room and board here so that it is very reason-
able and the atmosphere is most congenisl."?

After living six months at Concord House, luri decided that

l. Case History, pp. 82-53.

2. Vagse History, p. 76.
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she liked it very much and she planned to remain there indefi-
nitely. Her description of the Co-op house and its membership
follows:

"This house has 2% members in it now. More than
half are boys. There are three Nisei fellows and two
Nisei girls living here at the present time. In all,
there are only eight girls. <+“veryone of the members
work at full time jobs end they are mostly in the
white collar group. George Akahoshi is the newest
member of the group as he only moved in last week. We

have & vseried occupational range in this group. Jlhere
are five social workers, a couple of civil service em-
ployees, some office workers and Co-op workers. My
room-mate, Jackie is a professional Co-operative work-
er. Phe is only 20 years old. S he got her training
in the Rochedale Cooperative principles in the George
Williems College, I think. Right now she is visiting
her parents in @onnectucut. I get along with her the
best and we are always doing things together. ©She is
of Irish nationality and she has flaming red hair, but
not the tempersment to go with it. *he certainly is
a most intelligent girl and 1 wisn that 4 had her
brains. ©She is the one who wants me to go to New lork
with her next Yune. *he is working full-time in some
Co-operative company right now.

"All of the members of this house are supposed to
put in 5 hours of work each week. We have a work ma-
neger who assigns the various duties and it is rotated
among members., +or certain types of work we get more
credit than for others. We are responsible for our
own linen so that we wash them, The boys usually sand
thei rszout to the laundry. We have a cook who comes
in five days a week and the girls pitch in and do the
cooking the other two nights. ¥“henever we have a
guest come to dinner, we have to pay 35¢ extra. We
can have a guest room here free for three nights and
after that they have to pay.

"Ilt's & very good set-up and I enjoy the experi-
ence of living here immensely. We all get along well
together and there is a good cooperative spirit aroumd
the house all the time. & couple of the fellows tend
to be a little lazy and the; do the minimum amount of
work, but ewventuglly the coopers tive spirit is forced
upon them or else they will be ostracized. We have a
house council to set the policy and we usually vote on
different things during our semi-monthly meetings.

The group is wedl educated and libersl in their out-

look s0 thet I am learning quite a bit from them. They
do the hest type of reading and they are very aware of
current events so that 1 am begirning to learn a little
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bit about world affairs from them. I plan to stay
here indefinitely as it is an economical way of
living and I like the companionship."?

Yuri's only disturbing thought in mid-1945 wss what to do
about her family resettlement. *~he did not feel that she could
find housing for them, or that she could ve able to support them
once they left the center. (T o be treated more fully in family
resettlement section.)

", eeoosMy hand are tied and I feel that I am help-
less in the mstter. I just don't earn enough to sup-
pprt them so that it is impossible to even consider
such an idea. My folks are too 0ld to work and I don't
see how we would be able to make out if the WRA does
close the camp. I don't think that it is being very
fair to those of us who are trying to advance ourselves.
1 have no ides of what my parents plan to do. I'll hsve
to go to camp and talk to them if the WRA really does
close up and force us to make a move."4

8., Case History, pp. 76-78.

4, Cgse History, p. 78.




CH=21 Hiromasa Minami

HOUSING

When Hiromasaarrived in Chicago with friends, they
roomed at the "Y" for a week while looking around for sn
apartment. A friend referred them to Maple Manor Hotel, lo=-
cated mamxxxk in the Near North Side in s transient ares,
where they were able to find a vadancy. The WRA later sent
many resettlers to this hotel so that oger 50 of the 100
roomers were of Japanese ancestry by the spring of 1944.

"I haven't tried to move from the iaple Manor
Hotel because 1 have run into a little discrimina-
tion in housing. 4ctually we have never looked too
hard for another place and if we do mowe, it will
be because the rent is cheaper snd we will be closer
to our job. There are 5 of us living here in this
apartment. We have nother bedroom on the other side
of the kitchen and bathroom which separates the li-
ving room from the back part of the spartment. The
place here is convenient for my work as it is only
10 minutes away by street car. However, we do plan
to move eventually to a place out of the Loop be=-
cause the neighborhood is not so good. <The electri-
city is D.C. current and it is very inconvenient for
my phonograph. The rent we pay is too high for this
place also. Z*or the five of us, it adds up to $90 a
month, We get very spotty maid service because maids
are pretty scarce these days. About the only other
#4isei we drop in on in this hotel are the two groups
from Minid oka that we knew before. The others that
we knew have already moved out. +he rest of the 50
Nisei living hcre are strangers from California.
They are mostly single fellows. <+here sre a few
Nisei girls in our building, but they don't stay
long because the atmosphere is not very good."1

Hiromasa's relationship with the landlady ahd other occu-

pants of the house were casual.

"The landlady has no objections to the Nicseil
and she does not care about the congregstion be-

cause the Nisei pay their ent progerly and they
don't tear up the pdace. ome of the “aucasian

1. Case “istory, p. 77.




roomer s here are of doubtful characters anyway.
They don't object too much. There are several
single Caucasian girls living here and a few fami-
lies. The young girl who is the night clerk here
is a Hawaiian and she lives with her family in this
building. Most of the occupants of the hotel are
older people. The landlady lives in the building
also. and she acts like a madam for a house. One
of her daughters is just like a prostitute and she
hangs out in the hotel around the comer."?

Hiromasa was the oldest of the five young>men living to-

gether so that he took leadership in the group. <‘hey were all

known to each other prior to the war, and they engaged in social

activities together. Hiromasa's brother and sister lived nesr-

by so that Hiromasa occasionally visited them. 4After a year in

Chicago, niromasa was still very dissatisfied with his housing

situat ion,

2.

Cage History, pp. 77-78.
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CH-22 Fresnces Nishimoto

‘ HOUSING

Frances had extremely difficult housing adjustments during
her first few months in Chicago in mid-1943. She and her friend
took an apsrtment on the South Side, but Frances never did like

the location "as people stared at me all the time." (p. 68) Two

-~

weeks later, a crisis developed.

"Our landlady wes very nice to us for the first
two weeks but after thsat she began to complain a lot.
We did have a lat of visitors in our spartment so may-
be it was partly our fault. At that time a lot of
Nisei were coming out of camp and they cslled on us.
the landledy didn't like this because she ssaid that
the neighbors thought that so meny Japanese sround
that ares looked suspicious and it was dangerous for
them, I found out later that the real recason why she
kicked us out was that we had s0 many visitors. The
people in the area made s petition to get the Japanese
out of there and I got so worried about that. Now I
think it might have been a rumor, but 1 really be-
lieved that it was true at that time. 1 felt funny
wien the people stared at me when I walked w down the
street.

"Finally the landledy mede it se unpleasant by
being rvde and hint ing that we should leave that we
decided we couldn't stand it any more. We caught on
to what she was trying to do and we felt that it would
be better to get another apartment which would not
have such an uncomfor table attituie. < had a girl
friend from Detroit who csme to vieit me and the land-
lady made me pay $1.00 a night for her to stay in my
apartment. I told the landlady I could not afford
that much and I would report her to the OPA. Then she
seid I would heve to pay 50 cents a night for my
friend. It was after that that the landlady told us
to get out in five days. Her husbsasnd told us that the
neighbors threatened to throw stones in the windows of
his house if they did not get us out. There was noth-
ing we could do about it amd we did not feel like re-
porting the matter to the OPA because we didn't want
to live there anymore anyway. The landlady's husband
also told us that his wife's father and other rela-
tives had told them to get us out. I told him that
his wife should have told us direétly instead of giv-
ing us nasty notes telling us not to do this and that."l

1. Case History, pp. 63-64.
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The girls decided to split up and Frances became quite des-
perate in her housé hunting. The University of Chicago housing
bureau got her a sleeping room for $5 a week. In Yctober the
bureav referred her to the George #Williams College dormitory

where 14 other girls roomed. Ltrances enjoyed living with the

other girls, but she felt that it was not enough of a home at-

mosphere so that she begen to look for a more permanent place
where she and her sister could live.

"Although the life in this college dormitory has
been pleasant enough, I1'd rather live in my own home
any time. <+hst is why I have been locking around for
another place where L1 can stay. It is not because I
am dissatisfied with the people living with me now or
with the place here. The house is very nice and it is
quite comfortable in msny ways. However, L do not have
the privacy which I would like very much. I miss my
family life very much, but it does not look like I cen
have thet for quite a while yet. The next best thing
to & that would be to have sn apsrtment of my own. The
life 1 am living here is more of the college dormitory
style and I am definitely through with that stage of my
life since + am no longer going to college. I come
home all tired from work and I would prefer to have
caluness and privacy. I just can't get it here.

"Another thing is that L can't enjoy my meals as I
have to eat out all of the time. Usually I eat on the
University Commons but ocecasionally I gox to some of the
other restaurants around the University. <very once in
s while I gox to a Chinese restaurant to eat. That is
why I don't miss Yapanese food too much. “ating out is
ell right if you don't have to do it all the time. I
miss the services that my mother used to do for me.
Nowadays I have to do my own laundry and everything else
for myself. I'm not saying that I miss my family for
this reason. I miss the contacts of the family very
much and it does get lonesome once in a while. <svery-
body is to herself out here and I don't hege anyone to
discuss mutual problems or other things with. The girls
living in this house are only staying here temporarity
and they go to their own homes for vacations. I can't
very well do that because my family léwes too far wmway.

"I suppose the thing that gets me is that I am to
myself too mueh. 4nd it is more noticeable to me be-
cause the rest of the girls living in the dorm here
are students., Their problems snd waysm of living are
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definitely so different from mine. They don't have

a career yet and we have different purposes. I get

along with them very well but we are not of common

interest. I got out with them once in a while but

not too often. I wouldn't like to see more Nisei mov-

ing arowmd here though. *hat would make the problem

even greater."2

Frances managed to get another leasd through the University
of Chicago housing bureau, but "I wasn't feeling 0 bold when I
went up to the place to apply. The landlady did not seem very
cordial at first and I was quite nervous. My first impression
was that she wanted to turn me away, but after I told her that
I worked on the campus she took a liking to me and gave me a

vacancy." (p. 68) ZHFrances was very fearful of her position

since the landlady had told the other tenants that she was Chi-

nese. ZTherefore,

"eesoeol hope that other nisei dom't move near my
place, especially if they are the wrong kind of nisei
because 1 may be put out of my new place and I am
tired of moving around.

"I guess 1'm selfish about it, but that is the
way I feel. 4 think thst the nisei should scatter
around all over Chidago for their own good. If they
cluster up in one place, it won't be any good for any
of us. It will only make more problems and I am tired
of having to face all of these problems. It makes me
worry when I think that something like this is going
to happen."3

And,

"I don't think my landlsdy wants me to have very
many nisei visitors. ©he asked me about that once the
other day and I told her I didn't know too many nisei.
I'm going to keep my place a sefret because I don't
want to be chased out again. It doesn't bother me not
to have a lost of nisei visitors because I don't care

so much for that right now. I don't have the time to

2, Case History, pp. 66-67.

4. Case History, p. 69.
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be entertaining a lot of people anyway. I guess I'll
have to suffer from the social point but it won't be
too hard. The hskujin get too suspicious and preju-
diced if they see too many nisei coming asrownd. I'll
never make the same mistake I did in the Oakenwald St.
apartment that I lived in before. W“e did have a lot
of nisei visitors and that is what aroused the people
in the neighborhood against us. ~ince 1 have been in
the dormitory here, I have not encourasged many nisei
to come and see me. I was SO embarrassed one time
when s nisei fellow 1 knew called upon me unexpectedly
and he hollered for me outside the building instead

of coming to the door and ringing the bell. I bet
that certainly attradted the neighbors because it wes
after 11:00 o'elock at night. I didn't think it was
very good menners to do that."4

Frances and her sister lived together in this apar tment un-

til September, 1944 when their cousin csme from Nevada to join
them, By this time there was one other Nisei couple living in
the building, but frances was not as sensitive about her housing
pesition by the middle of 1945 as she had been s year previously.

"We don't get along with the landlord very well
as she wants to charge us extra rent for the third
person. *he tried to force it on me recently and for
one of the few times in my life I really stuck up for
my rights and I said that I would go to the OPA, I
told her that we wxam weren't living unsanitary and we
kept the place neat so that she should not have any
objections. ®he sadl¥ went home with her heaad hanging
down when + told her i would report her to my major!

I think that we pay too much rent as it is. The one
good thing about this apartment is that we have a pri-
vate bath so I like it here, I wish that our landlady
would not be so nosey. We had & 120-watt globe in our
lamp and she came in and replsced it with a 60-watt
globe. ©She sadd that the electric company ordered
this change but . know that she was lying.

"I don't know what we can do gbout fimding ano-
ther apartment because all of the Nisei have such a
hard time in finding such a decent place. It seems
that the lanmilord in most of the places where Nisei
live is always objedting to something or another in
order to take advantage because they know we are
having a difficult time and we won't protest too
much. "hen we first moved into this apartment, the

4, Case History, pp. 69-70.
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landlady came and warned us about having too many
Nisei visitors in this apartment as she said it was
too conspicuous. 4t first I listened to her but I
have told her that we had a right to have relatives
and friends to come in, ©he then sasid they shouldn't
come too often. I argued quite a bit but 4 don't

care now as the landlady can't do anything about it
even if people do come here.  We only have company on
week-ends anyway. Lhere are a number of Nisei living
in this neighborhood but I rarely see any of them and
I know gery few. As far as 1 know there haven't been
any neighborhood objections to ugs. I'd like to move
to a larger place but we know it's impossible to find
one 80 it s no use looking. #inding a decent gpartment
is mostly-luck and we don't have the time to go around
and look. %“e have to take what we can get anyway.
Some of my nisei friends have tramped weeks and weeks
for an apartment while others are lucky to find one
right away. I don't know what I will do if my family
decides to come out to Chicago, although I don't think
they are plaming on it."5

At the present time (June, 1945) ¥rances is looking for a

larger apartment to bring her family out tom, but she finds it
impossibke to get another location bedfause of the present mzim

acute housing situation. (see family resettlement section)




CH-23 1Ikuko May Maruyama
HOUSING

When Ikuko arrived in Chicago in April, 1943, her initial
housing problem was solved by accepting a domestic job. A few
months later she decided to take an office job so that she moved

in with a friend on the west side (see job adjustment section).

Ikuko had a great deal of difficulty in find ing housming, but she

felt that she had to move out of her temporary spartment as "there
were bedbugs in the place." Two of her girl friends decided to
share an apartment with Ikuko andher brother so they prcceeded to

look for an opening.

"At first I was afraid that we would not be able
to find a place at all because of the housing shortage.
I thought that some of the places would discriminate
ageinst us. <‘he three of us began to look in the news-
papers and we decided to break up into three groups and
each of us take a different section of the city in our
apartment hunting. I walked around for several days
without any success and May and Lucy did not have any
luck either. I had a chance at a couple of places but
they were too dirty. Finally I went to the WRA and
they had a list of available spartments. I told them
thet 1 was interested in a 2Z-room spartment on the
North ®ide and we were willing to pay up to $50 a month
but the man at the WRA told me of two places on Geneva
terrace and one of them sounded very good to me. It
was rented for $55 a month and I decided to come out
immediately.

"When I got here 1 found that the lanilady was
very nice and I was so happy that she would rent the
apartment to us. I was impressed with the neatness
and cleanliness of the building so thst I put a deposit
down for the apartment right away and then went to get
May and Lucy to come and look at the place. When we
came out all together they looked and liked the place
immediately so that we moved dn Cctomber 1, 1943 and
my brother was out by that time so he came with us."l

Ikuko was satiéfied with her new apartment for which she paid

1., Case History, pp. 71-72.




a rent of $55 = month for three rooms as she felt that it was
better than her pre-evacuation house. But her chief complaint
was the lack of privacy.

"At times it is hard living w1th other people and
Ican't feel completely at ease. It's not like living
with pour own family. I'm busy all the time so that I
don't get to enjoy my apartment complete.y The rela-
tionships between those of us here is fairly good.
Occasionglly we do have some friction. The reason for
that is that the three girls are all of the same age
80 thet there is no older person around toshow respect
to. I mean by that, we don't show too much deference
for each other and we are not so willing to make ger-
songl sacrifices ac we would to an older person."”

There were a few resettlers liging in the neighborhood, but,

"eesoeol wouldn't want them to move into our build-
ing at all or even into the next building because I
feel that a concentration of Japanese around here
would change the public feeling towards us. 4H&ight now
the hakujin are very friendly and we are not too con-
spicuous.”

Early in 1944, lkuko got married and moved up to liinnespolis
while her younger orother went to live with his parents, who had

resettled to Evanston.

2. Lase History, p. 72.

3. Llase History, p. 73.
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HOUSING

Shizuko had no housing problems during her first year in
Chicago as her employer arranged for room at the George Williams
College dormi tory. <She adjusted herself easily to this living
arrangement, and she made many friends.

"I get along swell with them snd we do ever ything
together. They are a lot of fun and 4 am always being
invited out by them. Yuring Christmas 4 went to Green
Bay, Wisconsin, over the holidays with one of the girls
in the house and 1 got along wonderfully with all of
her parents and friends."l

Shizuko's mein dissatisfaction was with the city itself and
she did not think thet she would live here permanently becsuse

"eeeeoI don't like Chicago itself. There are too
many things here to distract me. #nd 4 don't think I
will be able to keep up with this fast tempo of living
permanently. 4Another thing is that the people around
here d0 have distinct racial attitudes. <‘here is too
much prejudice against the Negroes and they can't even
move to the other side of Cottage Grove. 4another
thing is that there are too many slums here and there
is no family living ways at all. All I do is go to
work, go out on dates and have fun, come home snd en-
Jjoy myself with the girls in the house, visit friends
occasionally, etc. *here is nothing constructlve about
my life at all and 4+ don't think that I will be able
to do this &all the time. ®Pooner or later the novelty
will wear off and 4 will have to settle down and really
belong to the community."?

When the dormitory closed in the summer of 1944, Shizuko went

to live with another Nisei girl friend. (needs follow-up)

l. Case history, p. 53.

2. Case History, pp. 56-5%.




CH=30 Richard Moto
HOUSING

Richard lived at the “riends hostel during his first three
weeks in Chicago and he thoroughly enjoyed this experience as

it "definitely contributed to my development as + went out of °

my way to make friends with everyone." (p. 133) Richard was

in no hurry to move out because of these pleasant contacts.
In fact,

"I hated to move out as I felt lonely after
getting out of camp and I was making new friends.
I met another Niseli there and after we became
friendly, we decided to batch together. Our house
hunting wasn't too difficult a task. All we did
was walk around the district surrounding the hostel.
We found a few openings but the rooms were not so
good. In one place we actually moved in for one day
then the landlady said that she didn't went any Fi-
lipinos in the house. I didn't tell her I was &
Nisei vecause 1 didn't 1like her attitude, so I went
baeck to the hostel. The following day we found this
building and we got a room here. I stayed with my
friend for two weeks and then my present toom-mate,
Hisao (CH-27), came out here so I reserved our pre-
sent apartment for the two of us. My other room-
mate got another job on the South Side so theat he
moved out there. I have been in this place ever since
Uune, 1943."1

Richard graduslly overcame his fears sbout the landlady as
she chenged her attitudes about the Nisei and soon other re-
settlers were moving into the building and "they brought a lot
of their friends" until about 15 in all became tenesnts. &ich-
ard's reaction was unfavorable vecause it "threatened his own
security."

"At first I didn't want any other Nisei sround
here as I thought that it was too conspicuous. It
was pretty difficult because I wanted to have my

friends around me all the time. However, 41 felt
that it was better to draw a line some place. More

l. Case History, p. 134,
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and more Nisei moved into the area so that there are
now quite a few in this district. &fight across the
street a whole mess of them, sbout 15, moved in la-
ter. Then around the corner there are about 15 more
in another house., On “eneva lerrace there are a lot
of Misei girls who live aldng the street. Two blocks
nor th, on Hampden Cowrt, there are a lot of Nisei
fellows batching. I don't know the exact number of
Nisei in the whole dlstrlct but I would guess there
must be 200 in all. 1 don t know very many of them
and 1 rarely see them.

Richard paid 75 a week rent, but "this room here is a dump

and it couldn't begin to compare with my Perkeley house.”" (p.

125) However, he felt that it was only & temporsry srrangement
80 that he did nothing about finding anot her apartment. His
complaints were numero us.

"eeeesThe room is not too clean amd cockrosches
run all over the plsce. We have to cover up all of
our food in order to keep them out. We haven't had
any bedbugs yet so thaet is one consolation, It is
rather difficult to wash all of the dishes in that
small washstand but we manage to get along. One of
the things 4 don't like gbout the plece is that it has
a musty odor but all the buildings in Chicago seem to
be this way. On the other hand we get very good linen
service and we don't hsve any trouble with other te-
naents. <+he landlady is very congenial and she is a
good friend of ours, - Since this is only a temporary
place L haven't much to kick about as L couldn't
afford a better place right now since my incoge is
limited."d

&ichard had only a slight acquaintance with the other HNisei
occupant in the buildings after two years of living there becsause
of the large turnover. "We don't even say hello to each other.,"
(p. 136) He missed the home atmosphere and for a while he

thought of working in a Caucasian home in order to get this.

2. Case History, pp. 134-1325.
2. Case ®istory, 'p. 135.
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Early in 1944, fichard made an attempt to move into s settlement

and cooperative house, but nothing came of his application.

By May, 1944, the complete building was occupied by reset-
tlers, ovut Richard only developed a close friendship with the
Nisei girls who was talked about for going around with Negroes
socially.

"eos.I don't take the trouble to get close to the
other Nisei living in the house because they don't seem
to be too interesting. <L‘here are a couple of Kibei
living in this buidding and they talk loud in Japanece
all the time and every once in a while they play the
Japanese records. < never pay any attention to anyone
in the house because 4 am busy with gy own activities.
Most of the Nisei living in this building are working
and they are singlk but 3 of the girls have gotten
married since they moved in here. One of them even
has a baby now.

"On the whole, it is a very dull household snd
nothing very much hasppens. The Nisei living here just
chase around all the time 1like they used to and they
don't seem to have improved themselves in any way
since resettlement. Iwo of the girls go out on dates
almost every night and a couple of girls go out on
dates once in a while, but most of the girls living
here lead a very quiet life. <They don't belong to
any clubs at all and they aren't interested in out-

sside activities. lhey don't seem to do anything ex-
cept g0 to work and come home. <+here was one girl
who was supposed to be going into a business school
at night, but she dropped out and she is getting a
little wild now. ©“he is one of the girls who goes
out on dates a lot and I think she's only about 19
years old,

"Most of the Nisei living here in this house
belong to their own small cliques aml they don't
inter-mix even with one another very much and they
seem to have a definite limitation in interests. I
have never talked to them very much but I think that
all of the girls are worried mostly asbout how they
are going to bring their families out from camp.

One girl was saying that she and her parents could
start a paper flower making business and that there
was a good opportunity in it. <The fellows sren't
too worried about the closing of the camp because
they all think that they will be drafted before they
can do anything about it anyway.
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"It seems to me that most of the Nisei living
in this house don't even g0 to the Nisei sctivities
out here because they aren't too interested in it.
They aren't interested in anything. *hey just go to
work and amuse themselves at home in the evenings in
some way. +he siqgle fellows Just go out to visit girls
because they aren t interested in reading or anything
like that. They just seem to be drifting along but
some of them are ssving their money and working for
the future. ZThe married girls in this house are a 1ot
more settled because they are thinking in terms of a
family future and they re not as restless as the others."4

Richard's relationship with the landlady were excellent
after he had lived there for two years. ©“he liked the Nigsei as

"they paid the rent on time and they were very dourteous to her..

.+ guess they feel they have to treat her respectfully because
she is & hakujin." (p. 164)
"None of our Caucasian neighbors around here have
Objected about us and the swarm of Japasnese that I
thought was going to move into this neighborhood did
not mater isl ize. <Lhe reason for that is that most of
the single fellows got drafted and the movement for the
rest was toward the North Side further up around 4000."5
Richard had no definite plans for moving except that there
was a possibility that one of his friends would open a co-op

house.

4, Case Histpry, pp. 162-164.

6. Case History, p. 165.




CH~24 Johnny Masaki
HOUS ING

Johnny made good housing adjustments after arriving in

Chicago because he entered a family situation.

"I was pretty glad when I left Denver. I knew
I would have a better home life in Chicago with my
relatives and I would be more settled. ‘“hen I first
arrived I felt completely lost because I didn't know
the city at all. My brother-in-law and sister helped
me get settled and I moved in with them,"l

After three months, he volunteered into the Army and he

was inducted in March, 1944.

1. Case His tory, p. 56.




CE-39 Doris Ihars
HOUSING

When Dor is arrived in Chicago at the end of 1942, she moved
into a single room in the apartment house where her sister lived.
A few weeks later, she moved to the Near North Side with her
sister and brother-in-law. After two months, Yoris decided to
find an apartment of her own so that she could call her brother
to Chicago. Doris found a large apartment in April, 1943, but
her brother changed his mind about coming so Doris invited two
single girls to live with her. This srrangement did not work
out too well because of the cramp quarters and personality
differences of the girls.

"At first the three of us living together like
that was all righy, but none of us felt settled. It
was not living at all as we just worked, shopped, ate,
and slept. Yone of us knew each other Yoo well so
that it took us quite a while to get used to each
other. We kept more to owselges et first., Then
friends started to drop over so that we soon got to
be like sisters. The three of us had been playing
lonesome and unsettled so we kept in our own shells
until we found out that we were alike in many res-
pects. Susie was much older than us and she had a
boy friend at last so £llen and I began to go around
with each other more and we spent a lot of time to-
gether. We went to shows end visited frienmds and did
other things like that. It got to be a little prob-
lem for a while because Susie's boy friend was court-
ing her intensively and he stayed all hours of the
night so0 we could not get our proper sleep."l

In the meantime, Doris' younger brother hsd resettled so in

September, 1943, she toqk another apartment.

"When after 1 made all of these plans and moved
into this place, my younger brother did not want to
come and live with me because I was a girl and he
liked his friend better."®

l. Case History, p. 62.

2. Case History, p. 63.
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This new arrangement did not work out so well.

"I began to encourage Hana to look for s place
of her own. But she is the kind of a girl who is
lost when it comes to things like this. I knew that
the three of us would get on each other's nerves. I
had to get up at 6:00 in the morning in order to
clean the house because I couldn't stand to leave it
messy while “ana liked to sleep until it was almost
time to go to work. I knew that this couldn't work
out so after two weeks 4 told asne that she would
have to move. Hana liked to stay here with ue but
the place was too small. My older sister offered to
take her in temporasrily so that arrangement was made
and hana is still living with her although she has to
find a place soon because she is getting married at
the end of this month (May). I felt mesn in telling
Hana to move out but it just wouldn't have worked out.
Now “llen and I get along very nicely and we never get
into each other's way. <&llen is thinking of bhringing
her younger brother out of cemp so I may let her have
this apartment if she can't find a place of her own,
I can go live with my older sister after Hans moves
out or else find another room mate and an apartment
of my own."3

Doris had no worries about housing because "I've never had
the door slammed in my face or be called a Jap." (p. 64) How-
éver, she had some minor complaints to mske about her relstion-
ship with the lsndlsdy.

"esvs.lle don't get our hot water in time. The
First Nisei fellow who moved into this bguilding
spoiled the landlady as he bought his own sheets and
he offered more money when he brought his friend into
the building. o when the rest of the Nisei started
to move in, the landlady said that we had to bring
our own linen and she refused maid service to us.
Later on, she started to cut down on the cosl and
heat and we still did not moan. About two months ego
I began writing her notes asking her to pleaee have
hot water for us when we came home from work but she
blemed it on the war.

"Ihe landledy tried to raise my rent from $42 a
month to {45 just because she thought that I was mak-
ing a lot of money. I refused to pay this amount and
I said that * would go ask the UPA so thst she backed
down. Yet, she always comments on how clean and quiet

3. Case History, p. 6¥.
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the Nihonjin in the building are and she likes us
because we pay our rent on time. There are about 14
Nihonjin living here now out of about 24 people in
the building. <+he Yihonjin all live on the second
floor. I know about 10 of the Japsnese living in this
building. I only knew sbout four of them from camp
and 4+ met the rest here. I know all of the hakujin

in the house too."4

Despite the large number of resettlers living in the build-

ing, Voris felt that it would be more desirsble if they did not

v
concentrate so much.

"eeosol would like it better if there were less
Nisei around here. I don't particularly want any
more to move in but 4 can't say anything sbout that
because they have a right to move in if they want to.
But 1 do wish that they woudd spread out over the eity
a little more because people will start to call this a
Jap house if too many Nihonjin live here and sk should
avoid that.....

"I never encourage any of my friends to move into
this building. I knew that the apartment next deor
was open and 4 was hoping that some Caucasian would
move in instead of Nisei. OUne thing that discourages
the Yisei from moving here in greater numbers is the
high rents. #35 is the cheapest rent here and that is
only a sleeping room. <The other rooms average from
¥42 vp to ¥52.50 for a three-room place. I think that
Ellen and L have the nicest room on this floor as we
have a Fullman kitchen, open couch, rugs on the floor
and a private bath. There is only one other private
bath on this floor and the rest of the rooms have to
share a bathroom,"d

In comparing her apartment with her pre-war house, Doris had
the following comment to msake.

"Of course, this spertment of mine can't begin
to compare with my home in fasadena. < feel so cramped
up in this one room. I don't know what my housing
plans for the future are as it will depend upom what
develops. My housing future is most uncertain and I

4. Case History, p. 65.
5. Case History, p. 66.




o

don't plan to settle down permeanently in sny one place
for the dwation."6

In the fall of 1944, Voris moved in with her resettled fa-

mily (mother and three brothers), but early in 1945 she left to

enter the Cadet Nursing Corps.




CH-41 Hana Shiozawa
HOUSING

When Hana sarrived in Chicago at the end of ®Becember, 1942,
she lived for a week with a Nisei girl friend on the South Side.
She then moved in temporarily with another girl friend into a
basement apartment on the Near North Side. Hans and her girl
friend began to look for a more permanent place, snd they had a
very difficult time because it was in the middle of winterk,

"A lot of times we got turned down because we
were not wanted. Other places discouraged us by
charging much more than the sign said or else they
would say the place was just taken. In some places
they asked us what national ity we were and when we
expleined they ssaid they were sorry they could not
take Japanese. All of this was most discouraging
and it wasn't pleasant for a newcomer to be welcomed
to this city. I began to reslize that everything was
not a bed or roses. We went house hunting for days
and we got this sort of reception all the time."1

Finally Hana and her friend found & vacancy in a basement

gpartment on the Near Yorth Pide snd they immediately moved in.

The rent was only 25 a month, but the kitchen had to be shgred
with the occupants in the rear apartment. &t the end of the first
month (February 1943) the landlady asked them to vacate because
she needed the apartment for a single man who agreed to stoke the

furnace in exchange for room.

"eseosdAl noon time I went out with a hakujin girl
friend from the office end she helped me in house
hunting. We ran into a place on &Sush °t. near the
Loop and the landlady was very cordial when she showed
the hskujin girl the rooms since she thought it was
for her. Then she found out that it was for Aiko and
me and she became very hesitant. ~he said she had
never taken Japsnese before but finally decided to
give us a chance when the hakujin girl talked up for
us. The landlsdy let us tske an apar tment on the

1. Case History, p. 41.
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second floor and now the whole second floor is occu-
pied by Japanese. We paid $37.50 for our spartment."2

When Hana's girl friend moved to New York, Hana could not

afford to keep the apartment up =0 she moved in with three other
Nisei girls in the next blook and she gave her former spartment
tp to two friends who had just resettled. Under the new arrange-
ment, Hsna only paid $11.60 a month for rent. bLana's room-mates
both got married so she went wvack to live with snother girl
friend on “ush ®t, in February, 1944. The following month, Hans
went to live temporarily with another Misei girl friend on Dear-
born St., in a basement apartment. By this time Hana was plan-
ning to get married so that she began to look for another apart-
ment, out she was very di scouraged with the prospects.
"All of my friends have had a grest deal of

trouble in finding housing. A lot of places are pes-

tered with bidbugs, 4 would say most of them. A lot

of other places charge the Nisei too mueh for rent

too but there isn't much choice because these Nisei
cen't sleep out in the streets."3

In June, 1944, Hana got married and moved to the Far North
Side, but she still had intentions of finding more permsnent

housing. (needs follow-up.)

2., Case History, p. 41

3. Case History, p. 42.




CH=48 Chizu Sanads

HOUSING

When Chizu came to Chicago in September, 1943, she lived
with her sister "on the fourth floor of an old building in the

slums of Dearborm St." (p. 110) After two weeks,
"eeeeel couldn't stend it any longer so I re-
belled. It was so cramped and it reminded me too
much of the cheap rooming houses of Los Angeles.
Our apartment was a very dingy place and the bath-
room was filthy. It reminded me too much of all the
places 4 didn't like in Pasadena and I was ashamed
to live there. 1 felt 4+ was lowering my standard of
living by living in such slum conditions. I moved to
a sleeping room downstairs but thst didn't satisfy me
because I didn't like the general neighoorhood.

"One of my girl friends visited me and she told
me about the nice aspartment she had on £, Pearson St,
80 I immediately asked for an spar tment in this build-
ing and I got it. I have lived here ever since so that
I didn't have any of the housing experiences thst other
Nisei complain avout. I pay {8 a week for this apart-
ment and it is decorated in a most comfor tabtle style.
The owner here is srtistic so that he tries to fix the
spartment up in a modernistic manner. He is the type
who is very understanding."l

In her new apartment Chizu established very friendly rela-
tionship with her landlord and she didn't want any more *“isei
moving inte the building because "the three of us have estab-
tished a good reputation here snd we don't want to spoil it."

(p. 111) The basis for this reasoning was that other Nisei girls
would bring in zoot suiters to visit them and that "would create
a bad impression and it definitely would hurt our standing." (p.
111)
"The landlord at one time was planning to allow
& batch of Nisei boye to come in here because he

thought that they would keep the place clean and they
would not use too much electricity. I sort of dis-

1. Case Histozy, p. 110.
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couraged this because I told him it might not be a
good thing if a number of Nisei concentrated in one
building. He seeme to be unbiased toward Nisei but
he doesn't want his whole apartment filled with them.
There are quite a few Nisei and lssei living in the
neighborhood but 4 don't know them at all., I rarely
see them except when I got up around Clsrk St., I
know there are several houses filled with Nihonjin
around here."

After living in the building for s year, Chizu expressed
satisfaction with her housing ad justment.
"eseeel like the tenants in this building as

they are different from the ordinary run of people.

“e have artists, writers, clerical workers, foreign-
ers and even a couple of gqueers living here. There

is one Werman girl upssatrs who is gquite interested

in the Udisei problem and I go up there and talk to her
once in a while. ©She is trying to get me interested
in poetry. we are one big happy family snd we borrow
suger &nd other things from each other."3

Chizu felt that it was through her influence that her land-
lord had persuaded other apartment house managers to adopt a more
tolerant attitude toward resettler tenants.

"eesesThe landlord has a friend who also manages
an apartment house. <this friemd told my landlord that a
taxi driver pimp, protestedabout a Yisei boy living in
his building. Iliy landlord's friend stueck up for the
Nisei boy end he said that if the Army was willing to
have him, he was good enough for his apartment. He
was going to kick the taxl-ariver out of his pbuilding.
He gave the disei boy a week's free rent before the
fellow went away into the Army. Pefore L moved into
this building my landlord did not know anything sbout
the Nisei and he was the one who told his friend about
it so there was one example of how it turned out well
there was not too much Nisei congestion here."4

Chizu reaslized that the housing situation was dif#ficult,

but she believed that part of the fault was due to exessive

2. Case History, p. 1l1l1.
2. Case History, p. 11l.
4. Oane Sisptory, ». 112,
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"choosiness" by those who were not in a position to be so. How-
ever, she concluded that discrimination was the chief obstacle
in the way of satisfactory housing adjustments.

"eiss.There is an older Nisei fellow L know who
has a wife and child and he had a very hard time in
getting a decent apartment. Frart of the fault was his
own because he was expe¢ting to find s home equal to
the one he had in California, and the Nisei can't
afford to be that choosey about housing out here be-
cause the standagds sre much lower., I've heard of
discrimination cases too. One of my Nisei friends came
out here from camp snd stayed at the Brethren's hostel.
She started to look for a place of her own but several
doors were slammed in her face. ©he went to the WRA
out of desperation and she was sent to some very dumpy
places. She had such a hard time that she finally went
to stay at a place owned by a Nihonjin. This girl has
a friend who phoned her one night right after the news
about the Illinois Central Railroad difficulty and this
friend told her that they were beimg kicked out of the
apartment on account of that news. The landlord read
that the Japanese workers were invading the city and
she got worried so she decided to get rid of all her
Nisei tenants. The girl didn't even protest but she
moved out gquietly.

"I feel that many of the Nisei face discrimination
in housing because they don't know how to go sbout
picking an apartment. They barge into any district
in & headlong way and when they are turned down they
always €all it discrimination. 1 feel that there are
€ertain areas in Chicago which are not sdvisable to
seek housing in because of the existing tension there.
For example, it wouldn't be advisable for Nisei to try
to find an apartment just outside the Negro areas be-
cause the Caucasian ewners are very touchy sbout a
colored invasion into their own blocks and they would
be more likely to turn a Nisei down. <*here are also
many sreas which are occupied by an upper middle class
income group and the Nisei would not be able to afford
the rents charged in such pla¢es. Chicago is a very
big city so that there are still many neighborhoods
untouched by ¥isei and they would have a chance to move
in. The trouble is that the Nisei tend to concentrate
into a few districts, especially the Jewish and German
ones. I have a feeling that they could spread out into
other neighborhoods which are predominantly occuped by
other natiionslity groups. The whole westside is un-
toudhed by Nisei yet. I suppose the Nisei like to live
near the Loop and that is why they are beginning to
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congregate in several sections in the North and South
sides."b

In June, 1945, Chizu was still living in the same apar tment

building.

(needs follow-up)




CH=51 Kisako Yasuda
HOUS ING

Kiseko had no place to stay when she arrived in Chicago with
her girl friend in March, 1944, but she refused to register in

the Newberry “otel on North Clark St. as

"eeseel thought the building was a dump because
it was so dirty. The bathroom was just fidthy. I
new that 1 couldn't stay in a place like that."l

The Brethren's hostel took her in and Kisako and three of
her friends immediately began apartment hunting.

"eeseoWe had a terrivle time finding s place for
us four girls. We went all over to look at the dif-
ferent places advertised in the newspapers snd we
asked the people at the hostel to help us too. All
0f the places that the WRA sent us to were slum
places and not fit to live in. We hunted for over a
week and we finally did find a place. We were dis-
crimingted in a 1ot of places because I knew they
didn't want any Japanese living there. Finally,
through the hostel we found an spartment which we
took. We rented three rooms upstairs in g private
home. We were to pay $12 a week for the four of us.
The rooms were very dirty and we did not have enough
conveniences. We had to wcrub the whole place up in
order to make it clean. On top of that we had to do
ow own linen. <The landlady was awfully kind to us
though.

"I didn't know what was the matter with the
other three Nisei girls, but they were very scornful
of the 0ld landlady. She used to weep for us because
we were so alone, but the other girls didn't appreci-
ate that and they would laugh. 4after a week we moved
out as we found a better place where we could have
more privacy. The girls' brother found us sn apart-
ment at 2835 N, Clark St, This place was much cleaner
and we only paid $11 a week rent. We had a refrigera-
tor and clean linen service provided. <here were 3
rooms which were fairly comfor table. The building
was owred by a Japanese and over half of the tenants
were people from the camps."2

Kisao, in describing her relationship with her three room=-

l. Case History, p. 62.
2. Case History, pp. 62-63.
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mates, soon discovered that she could not get along with them
because of a lack of common interests and other factors.

"Those three girls were always going out on dates
end that was all they could talk about. It got on my
nerves. One of the girls was gquarrelsome and it was
irritating to me. I sufpose that they didn't like it
either. It go so that finally didn't care to be
around them anymore. <They gossiped too much and I
thought that they were too nmarrow-minded. They never
talked sbout anything but boys and the dates they had
gone out on. I was disgusted with all of this be-
cause there was too much of it. I never knew these
girls before I left camp snyway. We had come out to-
gether just for the convenience of it and we had
never intended to live all together. Living with
these girls really brought out to me the fact that
the average Nisei was restricted in thinking about
anything besides social affairsl I did get to find
out how the average Nisei live. 411 of them were
better off then I was, but they came from homes where
the parents were strict so that they spoke Japanese
around the espartment and I didn't care for that.

"These girls were also more extravagant sbout
spending money than I was. I didn't like to spend
80 much money because I was poor before and I wasn't
used to splurging. I kept all of the money I could
save. e lived on a budget of {6 a week each for
food but the other girls were always being extrava-
gant and buying unnecessary things. They also had
boys coming in for dinner all the time so that ran
the bill up. I didn't care to pay for the expenses
of this when I didn't particularly want them around."d

After two months, Kisako decided to move into a single room

in snother building where a Nigei girl friend was living. She

found that the new environment was much more satisfactory, and
within a short time she had established excellent relationship
with the landlord and tenents. KXisako felt that it would jeo-
pardize her housing situation if other resettlers moved into the
vuilding so that she was very much opposed to the idea.

"I like this place very much as the people here
are friendly and they seem to be better educated than

3., Cage Histozry, pp. 62-63.
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most of the people I've met in Chicago. There 18 only
one other Hisel besides Chizu snd I in the hovee and
that is her sister, I don't want any more Higei to
move in here as that would be awful., “ut it wounld
chenge the atmosphere and maybe the other people won't
be as neighborly =s beofore. I intend to stay in this
place as long as I can and 4 don't want anything to
epoil it for me. It wouldn't be 20 good for the other
fijsel who move in here either. It would be better for
them to be scattered out as thinly os possible and then
ther e wouldn't be @lo much gossiping smong the Nisei.

"I get nlong with the landlord very well even if

he is always drunk, “hiew said thet the mmmager of

Ybis vulldiog ie a "Puiry' but be never bothers we. I
liked sll the people in the vuilding."4

In June, 1945, Kisako was still living 1o the same plac

8lie had no current houeing complaints to mske.




CH=87 Amy Manave
HOUSING

Amy, Mrs. N. and her davghter had reservations in a Japan-
ese owned hotel on North Clark Street when they arrived in

Chicago at the end of lMay, 1944,

"I was expecting it to be a nice place. We were
80 disappointed when we found the hotel such a dirty
place. e didn't even feel like unpacking because we
plammed to move to a better place as soon as we could."l

Amy believed that her housing adjustments were made much
difficult becsuse of disecrimination.

"We began to look at advertisements in the news-
papers and we felt that we should get a good plsce if
three of us were working as the rent would be divided
three ways. We phoned a few places anmd they told us
to come out. “hen we got there, they suddenly changed
their attitvde when they saw we were Nihonjin and said
that the place was already tsken. oSome of the other
places we looked at were not acceptsble as the plsace
was too dirty snd we couldn't think of living in such
@ dirty place., VWe discovered that rents were high x=m
so we worried a littls. <here was one apartment open
way up on the west side and it was a nice place but
the landlady changed her mind at the last minute and
cancelled the opening for us. I'm sure that was pre-
judice because she mentioned that some of the other
people didn't like the idea of sny Japsnese moving in.
We became very discowaged so that Mrs., Nskase asked
her friends to help us find an apar tment.

"One of them t0ld us that there was a building up
on Belden St. which had quite a few Nihonjin and she
said there was sn opening there. We came up immediately
and we found this apartment and a small sleeping room
upstairs so that we took it. It wasn't what we had
plammed upon but we couldn't be choosey anymore. We
felt that it would be impossible to find a 2-room apart-
ment so0 we moved into this place on June 7. We are
still looking for a larger place. We have been here for
five months now and haven't been able to find gquarters
because Mrs. Nakase has to cook on that little stove
bight in the same. room. I guess we are a little par-
ticular but I'm sure we should be able to find some-
thing better."®

1. Case History, pp. 47-48.

2. Case History, pp. 48-49.
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Adjustments were very difficult in the cramped quarters and

Amy soon began to resent Mrs. Nakase's domination of her life,

but she felt that she had to resign herself to the situation be=-

cause she had promised her parents that she would "obey" Mrs,
Ngkase as a condition for her leaving camp.

"I'm not satisfied at all with this place even
though I have my small room upstairs. Mrs. Nskase
would like to get a flat and buy furniture for it so
she would have a decent place to entertain friends.

It is embarrassing for her to bring friends into a
room 10 feet by 12 feet where the bed, dining room,
refrigerator, stove and everything else is located.

If we were able to get a flat, I still would get my
own room because Mrs., Nakase promlsed me that., 1I'd
have to move wi th them wherevei we went beevause Mrs.
Nakasg seys my mother asked her to be my guadian and

I can t very well go my own way now after promising
that + would follow Mrs, Nakase's advice. I don't
think I need such close supervision at my age (23) but
I guess I will go with them because Mrs. Nakase doesn't
try to be too bossy with me and I get along fine with
her.

"Even though my room upstairs is very small, I
could bring in another girl to sleep with me in the
double-bed but obasan (Mrs. Nakase) might feel hurt if
I took in g girl friend to live with me and cook our-
selves. ©She might think i want to get rid of her and
I don't want her to think thst. I think it might be
better if we moved into a f£flat because there would be
much more freedom. I haven't had any conflict with
Mrs. Nakase yet because she is getting more liberal and
she isn t trying to keep a close watch over me as that.
She doeen't tell me too meny things to do and her ad-
vice is usually good. Fumi minds everything her mother
says and she wouldn't think of doing anything on her
own., Fumi is the same age as L am. I'm glad things
aren't that strict for me even though I know I don't
have the freedom that a lot of Nigei out here have.
Maybe it s better for me because there are a lot of bad
influences around here and I wouldn't want to do any-
thing that would disgrace my parents. Mrs. Nakase is
nice even though she has a 1ot of Japanese ideas. I am
helping Fumi to get her to change some of them because
we are not living like we were in California and the
Yisei have more to say.

24 "We telked quite a bit of Japenese here because
lMirs, Nekase doesn't understand English very well. Wehn
our Nigei friends come to visit we speak “nglish. We




try to explain to Mrs. Nakase right away so she
doesn't feel out of place. She does all of the cook-
ing and mansgement of the household so we eat a great
deal of Japanese food. Mrs. Nakase got a job in s
factory sewing through a friend of hers and she seems
to like it well out here because the Issei she works
with speak in Japanese and nobody tells them not to.
PBumi like it here better than camp and I am perfectly
gsat isfied because it is different from camp life and I
am not bored like I was back there for so long. There
are 8o meny interesting things to do out here.

"The thing that 1 dislike most about this apart-
ment is cooking snd sleeping in the same room. We don't
have enough chairs for visitors to come git in. It
doesn't look so good. MMrs. Nakase pays $8 for her room

and mine costs %5 a week. We don't have a private bath
either. Back in San francisco I h=d s home six times
bigger than our present apartment. -I wish that we had
it out here now with .all this housing shortage. I feel
a little cramped here like I did in camp. All my
friends seemed to be located in small one-room juarters
too and they are all looking for bigger places but I
guess 1%'s hard because of the discriminastion. The
Nihonjin-~can't find housing so easy out here and that's
the biggest problem for all of us. I wish the goRern-
ment would open a housing pro ject for just resettlers.

"The district around here is 8 nice quiet residen-
tial one snd it's not dirty so it's a good point sbout
living here. Our partment is quite convenient to trans-
portation facilities so we do not lose much time pgoing
end caning from work. In this apartment house the ma-
Jority of the tenants are Japanese. There are two Ni-
honjin couples and a lot of boys and girls here. There
are only six hakujin llving in this building and all the
rest are Nihonjin (15 in all). I don't know any of the
other Nisei living here very well although I say hello
to them occasionally. YThey don't seem to be too friendly
toward each other snyway so we Jjust leave them alone.

"I do know the three Nisei girls who are living
upstairs and L go over and talk to them some evenings.
I don t mind living around other Nihonjin as they don't
bother me very much. The landlady here is very nice
and she likes to have Nisei., ZLor a while she preferred
to take all Nihonjin into the apar tments here because
they kept the place so clean. but when so many of
them moved in here she decided to take no more as her
remaining Caucasian tensants don't seem to like it too
much. <there seems to be quite a few Nihonjin living
in this district but I don't see them as I am busy at
work., “e would like to fimd a flat in this neighbor-
hood but they don't rent the good ones to Nihonjin. I
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wish that they wouldn't discriminate against us so
much because we are willing to pay the rent. All my
friends feel that they sre paying more than the place
deserves."d

In June, 1945, Mrs. Nakase returned to Californis so Amy de-

cided to stay on in her apartment and plsn for family resettlement.

3. Case “2istory, pp. 49-52.




CH-£58 Gordon Asahi
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HOUSING

When Gordon arrived in Chicago in the spring of 1943, he
not have a housing problem since a place had been reserved

him in a Co-op housge which was religiously oriented around

Temple. The history of this group is related in Gordon's

words:

"eeseoeThere were sbout 10 fellows in his group.
dr, Temple managed to lease a large house for a year
down on the South Side on Jeffery St, <+t was sup-
posed to be an experiment in integrating a smsll
group into the community life about us and the loca-
tion had been selected with great care. We lived
cooperatively under ¥r, ‘emple's leadership but after
his death, we lived in a very uncooperative masmner.
Tom Temple had plamned his whole integration program
in a queer way and he was a very impractical fellow
because he honestly believed that the process of in-
tegration could be accomplished overnight if the
fellows became religious. I didn't think that this
was necessary at all. Tom had not selected his Nisei
fellows for the great exper iment wi th ¢ar8 so that
he defeated his own purpose from the beginning. Some
of those Nisei fellows were rather uncouth.

"I agreed with Tom ‘emple that the house we se-
lected in a section of the city which was not popu-
lated by other Jaspanese was a good starting point.
The real experiment was to be carried out here. We
got into a Z-story house which was a very nice place.
A couple of other Nigsei fellows came out from camp
80 that there were 12 to 15 fellows with us altoge-
ther. 4after we lived there for a week Mr. Temple
died suddenly so that we didn't know what to do. The
opportunity for a group integration was past when
Tom's leadership disappeared since there was not a
strong enough personslity left among us to take over
and give direction to the group integration program.

"Each of us had put some money into the leas-
ing of the house so that we didn't know if we shouldd
carry on or not. We decided that we should remain
for the year since it was a nice location. We all
contributed to paying the rent and buying furniture
for the place. From then on, the entire group for-
got about the integration program except as smmething
to talk about idly in their spare time. One of the
fellows was hired as a cook for the rest of us.

Since it had been lTom's plan to create a sort of
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family atmosppere for our group. We decided to keep
on going for a year in an economical manner so that
we could pay off our debts to the members of the
house with the residue of the money left from our
monthly expenses.

"Gradually the life in this house on Jeffery St.
broke down into various segments. Some of the boys
were rather backward sand they didn't mix too well.

I would say there were two general groups in this
house. One group was interested in bettering.their
selves by education while the other group was more
interested in ssving money. There was no particular
friction between the two groups since the issue of
integration had died along with Mr. Temple as far as
they were concerned and they didn't give it any
thought. The whole experiment failed because there
was nobody there in authority.

"In order to have a smooth functioning house, we
attempted to set up a sort of self-govermment system
but some of the members objected to this. Tom had
planned that we should graduslly enter into some of
the community affairs but no one person did this af-
ter his death. The group didn't feel equal to the
effort and there was novbody to push them slong. <they
didn't feel up to the effort because of fear too.

"I was still determined to carry on by myself
even though the others did not agree with my view-
points. I didn't see why they should mske such an
issue of it when I felt that integration could be
accompli shed by a natural process. .I just wandered
into a church one Sunday and I got into the choir
there after a short time. I was accepted right from
the beginning. I tried to bully some of the other
Nisei fellows in- the house to get into some of the
community affairs, but there was a strong resistance
against it. I wanted each fellow to go to a dif-
ferent community affair and work into it if they
found a comnon interest. The Nisei fellows hesita-
ted about venturing out by themselves and they only
wanted to do things in a group. <These fellows would
use all of their spare time to go off across the
city to visit old Nisei friends on their days off or
else they slept. One fellow want out to play golf.
They Jjust weren't interested in extending themselves
at all for the purpose of integration since they
felt no responsibility to the other Nisei and they
did not believe in the program as intensely as I did.

"ln spite of this faliure, I think that our ex-
periment did have some measure of success since a
little educational work did go ond Some nice friend-
ships were developed among those of similar minds.




We used to sit around evenings and have all sorts

of sessions on politics and social problems along
with devbates on the Nisei problem. We had some

very good conversation while we sat around the kit-
chen after dinner and we didn't degenerate entirely
into talking avout who fornicated with what girl.

It wasn t an extremly educated grouvp but the fellows
weren't interested in discussing some subjects other
than sex, their jobs, their salaries, and other
Nisei.

"I suppose the desire to integrate was not too
intense amomg them to begin with and that's why it
soon became a dead issue as far as they were concern-
ed. They never did understand the importance of
preventing e future segregation of Nisei into a Ja-
panese community because they were almost entirely
unaware of the harmful sspects of it back on the
coast., I think that they were really sincere in
wanting to be accepted as an American when they first
came out here but they didn't comprehend that this
could ondy be accomplished by integrating themselves
in & natural way as the effort was too great for
them. It was much easier for them to carry on with
their 0ld Nisei friends that they knew from before.

I was about the only one who talked to the fellows

on integration and Ik kept it up all the time. &v-
ery single one of them agreed that such a program was
okay and even necessary, but they just felt that I
should be the one who should go out and break the
ice. They seid they would send their children to
follow me in my efforts as they were too busy intheir
own affasirs., They all respected me for my beliefs

on this mstter wut they couldn't see it for them-
selves., +hey openly admitted that they were not in-
terested in furthéring the general €ause of other
Nisei because that wasn't important to them. They
were more interested in wasting their time chasing
Nisei girls., I tried to point out that they could
chase Caucasian girls just as well if they became
accepted into the community. I said that they did
not have to eliminate Nisei girls entirely because my
idea of integration did not mean that they shoulad
drop all of their close Nisei friends. I felt that
they should extend their Caucasian contacts amd at
the same time msaintain their normal Nisei contacts if
they felt the necessity for it. I thought that they
would be accomplishing a purpose for themselves and
for the group by taking such a plan and really work-
ing on it, but they were too reluctant to do anything
about it simce they were only looking for a good time.

"I sdvocated that there was nothing wrong with
inter-marriage with these fellows and they sll agreed




with me. I even told them I could get dates with

some of the “Yaucasian girls at the church for them

but they would all go off for a Nisei date on Satur-
day night. WMy harangues fell on disinterested ears.
They still believed that integration wss a good theory
but they lacked self-confid ence and they think it was
worth the trouble. <Lhey were afraid to take the ini-
tiative. My talks with them did a certain amount of
good as few of the fellowe really tried to get them-
selves well ad justed to Chicago life as they saw the
the importance for it. <hese were the ones who were
open to it in the first place. The very fact that 15
of us fellows lived there in the one houce made in-
tegration hard. They always urought up the point that
the 15 of us got along fairly well so there was no
reason for avoiding contact with other Nisei since
they were 4mericanized too. They couldn't see my
point that the important thing was to get more Cauca-
sians to see how Americanized we were and we only had
8 limited time to do it in.

"One of the bad attitudes that some of the fel-
lows had was racial prejudice against other groups.
I insisted that they shouldn't express these racisl
prejudices to me. Most of them were fairly decent
about it but there was ome fellow who expressed anti-
semitic idea gquite openly and he still clings to it
as far as I know. He worked ® for a Yewish concern
out here and he felt that he was getting exploited on
account of his race so he took it out on all the Jews.
He also claimed that his father was cheated by Jewish
merchants in Los 4ngeles. 4 tried to explain to him
that these exceptional cases should not be used ag-
ainst the whole group no more than a few Nisei whould
be nded to judge all Nisei. The fellow could see my
point when it fame to discussing prejudices against
Nigei, but he just couldn't get the point when it
concerned the Jews., He was inclined to be indiffer-
ent toward the legroes although he considered himself
on a higher scale than them. It was fortunate that
most of the fellows in the house did not have such
deep prejudices.

"The fellows in our house ranged in age from 18
to 32 and they were all single. <l‘he majority of them
were between 22 and 2 They all gave lip sermice to
integration but practically everyone of them fell by
the wayside after they got into their Nisei groups
out here. 4&round the beginning of 1944 the Army made
an announcement that the Nisei would be subject to
the draft so that it complicated our huusing problem.
We went into a huddle to discuss what we should do.
We decided that we couldn't keep up the house since
all of us would ve taken into the Army eventually
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therefore we decided to dissolve our cooperative
house and sell out our fumnishings to get our money
back. By that time several individual personsality
clashes were starting and it was better that we break
up. 4&s soon as the first person got drafted, we sold
all of the furnishings and each of us went our own
way.

"When we first went into that house, Mr. Temple
had signed & lease for a year., after he died the
lease was sutomatically cancelled. Some of the neigh-
bors had objected about us living in the block and the
real estate company gave us subtle hints to get out.

We ignored them for some months and we were able to
stay there for a year. %“e knew they couldn 't eviet ,us
during that time. When it came around for the year's
lease to expire, the real estate representative came
around and he wanted us to continue our lease for an-
other year since we had paid our rent promptly and we
had kept the place up. We had msde the yard very
clesn by putting in a victory garden. Ve hsd also
establ ished ourselves by some degree by making friends
with sane of the neighbors. The fellows in the house
did not teke full advantage of developing possible
Caucasian friendships because they confined themselves
to the house too much. All the people knew that we
lived there and they didm't object to us so much after
we were there for a year. <thic was a moral victory
for us so we tried to sell the furnishings to another
Nihonjin grouwp so that they could continue the coop-
erative house, but this plan didn't materislize. The
fellows are all spread out over Chicago now but most
of them are in the Army, at least 10 of them. Two of
the fellows -are married amd they have their own homes.
In a way, it was a pretty good experience to live
there and 1 thlnk all of us gained by doing so be-
cause we weren't quite a Nisei conscious group as we
were on the cosst."

Gordon and one of his friends then moved to Kenwood Ave.

into a private home. Gordon was not entirely satisfied with the

new place although he got salong exceptionally well with the
landlord. In April, 1945, he moved into the Hyde Park Co-op.
(Pee Yuki (CH-20) for full description of it.)

1. Case Hdistory, pp. 84-90.




CH=-61 Hirose Hsashiba

HOUS ING

A friend of Hashiba's met him at the station when he
arrived in May ¢of 1944 and put him up in his room which he
rented from a Caucasian family., After three months, Heshiva
decided to find other housing becsusé it waes proving too ex-
.pensive for him to eat out.

"I think thst the boochies will all be able to
settle down successfully as they have been doing
fairly well so far. <l‘hey should be able to keep on
doing that all the way. <lthere is a lot of diseri-
mination in job pay, but the Nisei workers will be
able to get by. A lot of times they don't give the
boochies the same pay as the white man but we got
to expect that until we get well known,"1

The group eventuslly split up after the church, which
bought the house, gave the boys eviction notices. Hashiba
moved in with Ando (CH-31) when most of his group were drafted
into the Army. Hashiba got along well with his new room mate,
but he resented the landlord greatly.

"ee...He's a di rty guy though because he don't
give us hot waber and 4ndo caught him holding back
on the mail once. <lhat landlord never gives us our
phone messages and somet imes when a ooochie calls’
here he cuts them right off by saying it's too late.
be's a dirty bastard. He tried to kick me out of
here once becauvse I gave him hell sbout the tele-
phone messages. Blackie was the guy who got in the
most fights with him. The landlord called the cops
here one night sand he said we were having a gam-
bling house in 4ndo's apsrtment. We ,never worry
about that bastard anymore as he can't kick us out
as 4ndo has some thing on him.

"We never have any trouble with any of the
neighbors around here and they don't give us any
dirty looks. We gok up to the drug store on the
corner all the time and they don't kick us out or
nothing. People around here ming their own business
and they don't seem to be prejudiced against us at

l. Case History, p. 60.




all, but I don't know what they are thinking. The
landlord of ours has filled the house with boochies
now and he can't complain because we pay our rent
regularly and 4+ think that he is charging over ceil-
ing prices for some of the apartments.

_ "There are some girls living upstairs, but they
don't have much to do with us. I guess they think
that we are too rowdy. Some of themx are beginning
to get a 1ittle more sociable though. <They heve their
own group and we don't know any of the guys who come
to see them, <They have to tadk to me sociable like
becsuse I'm the one who answers the telephone out in
the hall most and L won t give them the messages if
they get too snotty. People in this house just leave
esch other alone and I guess it's better that way."%

Hashiba was very discoursged with the general housing si-

tvation in Chicago, but he felt unsble to d¢ anything asbout it
because of discrimination.

B sessit's too Tilthy here. I don't eall our
apartment much of a home but we can't get a better
place. It doesn't feel like a real home when we have
to sleep and est right in the ssme room. We 4o all
the laundry in the wash basin too. Another thing is
thet we never get any sunlight in the room and it's
too dark. All those damn cocoroaches run around the
room 8ll the time. <+hey have bedbugs in the room up-
stairs but we haven't found any in our room yet. One
thing I don't like sbout this city is that there's
too damn much garbage flowing arourd in the streets...

"It's impossible for a boochie to get a decent
place-out here. A lot of apartments discriminste
against us and they won't let us in. They are nice
about it and they just tell us that there isn't any
vacancy. *“verybody has a tough time to find a place
to sleep. When we do find one, it's expensive as
hell. I don't think thst this apartment is worth
all the money we pay for it."3

Hashiba believed that his pre-evacuation home was cheaper

and cleaner than his present apartment. His solution to housing

2. Yase History, p. 41.

8. Case History, pp. 42.
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probkem was for all the resettlers to move into one district
as "they would keep it a lot cleaner becsuse they don't like

dirty places." (p. 42) Hashiba had vague plans to go to a

smaller city as he did not care to live in Chicago permanetly.




CH-60 Shimako Shibata
HOUSING

A part of Shimako's germeral dissati sfaction was her poor
housing ad justments. S ome friends reserved an apartment for
Shimeko and her brother when they first srrived in Chicago in
May, 1944, but she resented the poor housing from the start, pro-
jecting her dissatisfaction to the genersal conditions facing re-
settlers.

"I've liyed in this building ever simce (May)
and I know it s no use to go out and look for a bet-
ter place because we can't get it. I dén't think my
housing condition has improved a single bit from
camp. 4ll that talk of going back to a normal life
is a lot of baloney. We had a better time in camp
and I don't think we deserve to go through all this.
We should get more of s helping hand but what do we
get? A kick in the face and we are called Japs. Why
should + feel pleasant about the future when I know
that these things will increase."l

Shimako's complaints about her housing maladjustments were
not wi thout some basis.

"All of us living in this building think that
the apartment rents we are charged are much too high.
My room-mates and I pay $48 a month for a crummy 3-
room gpartment and we can hardly move around in it,.
The lendlady is slow sbout furnishing us enough
things to make our apartment half way comfortable.
She doesn't even provide clean linens for us. It's
a bed bug infested place and I hate it, but what can
we do about it when there is no other place for us
to move to? 4ny place we go, we'd have to move in
with the bed bugs because that's 11 the housing
which are offered to us and we have to pay much more
for it than other people. The landlord doesn't like
it when we grumble and he just thinks one way. He
complains that his expenses are high too and he isn't
willing to improve the place for us even though we
know we pay above OFA prices. He makes off that he
doesn't understand us and we can't do anything dras-
tic about it because we have no other choice. We
are trapped just like rats. I don't know how much

1. Case 2istory, p. 21.




longer we'll be staying here but I haven't made any
plans for moving. I don't feel like moving after
getting into this place because it widl be too hard
to find another plasce. And if we do move, the place
would probably be just as pad as this. We would just
have to take it."2

Shimako believed that she was able to tolerate the cramped
quarters beceause she and her two room-mates were both out working
all day and it was a matter of financial necessity to put up with
these unsatisfactory cond itions.

"eeoooIf it weren't for that, we would drive
each other crazy. We have to live together in or-
der to mansge on our small sslaries. The apartments
out here come at a high price sc we can't be too
choosey even though we would like more privacy. God,
it's much worse than camp here because I think we had
more space in camp. I don't even sit in the uphol=-
stered furniture here because it is all filled with
bedbugs. Once in a while the landlord comes sround
to spray but it doesn't do much good. It's terrible
during the hot weather and I don't think I'1ll be able
to stend it next summer if I am still here."3

Shimako commented that there was no escape from this sub-
standard housing condition.

"Some of the Nisei think that they will be better
off if they go to another city so they move around. I
think they are only fooling themselves. #e would have
the same problems in any city that we went to so we
might as well conform to the ways of living which is
forced upon us. A4ll that talk about the high standards
of living in this country is not for us. I don't feel
that 1 am a real part of Chicago, but I wuldn't feel
gsettled in any place that I went to. Time is the only
thing that will tell whether I will remain here per-
manently or not.

"I certainly wouldn't tell others to come out of
cemp and resettle out here. <Thst would be puniching
them t00 much....."™

2. Case History, pp. 29-30.
. Case History, p. 30.
4, Cagse History, pp. 30-Z1.
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The majority of the tenants in the building were resettlers
and Shimako was able to make fairly good adjustments toward them.
Her relationship with them was described in this way:

"#11 of the Nihonjin living in this apartment
house are youngsters. They tell us some fine talk
about spreading out and getting integrated but we
have gathered here because of the housing shortage
and the landlords are not too willing to take us be=-
cause they heave dirty, suspicious mimds. Most of the
Nisei in this house are from our home town back in
California. We were all thrown together in the same
block in Poston so that's how we got to know each
other pretty well. We kept up the contacts afterwards.
There are nine or 10 living here who came from our
block in Poston. I don't know how many other Nisei
are living here. There is a whole houseful of them
living here but I don't know them. why should I go
around and find out about them? There's a family on
this floor who is from our camp too. The man was s
good friend of my brother's and that's how he happened
to come here. Most of the young ones are working in
different plants but they seem to be contented but I
know they are not. <They get so restless and they
don't know what to do sometimes. %e just get together
and grip like all the rest of the Nisei do. Some of
the fellows work at night and sleep all day so I ne-
ver see them.

"I don't think that the fellows in this house run
around too much as they have their own friends here
and they behave themselves pretty well. They are not
a8 wild as some of the Nisei I've heard of. But they
are not angels either. There used to be quite a few
more fellows living here but they all went back to
cemp when they started to get called for the draft."d

A year later, in lMay, 1945, a close friemd of Shimako's had
the following commnent to make about her housing and personal mix

maladjustnents.

"That Shivata girl is having a lot of trouble now
and she wants me to come over and talk to her one of
these days just to release all of her feelings. She
certainly is & disorganized girl. She has been having
a lot of conflicts with her brother (foster?) who is
29 years old. He is a great big guy and they have been

6. Case uaigtory, p. 29.




having a 1ot of fights. They were living together

in the same apartment but he threw her out after

one argument. ¥ive deys later Shimsko went to apo-
logize to her brother and he just slammed the door

in her face. They are living together again now and
Shimako wants to give her advice on how she can get
along together with her brother. That's hard to do
because she doesn't reslize that it is her per sona-
lity. &Her brother is also high-strung and I don't
know how they can ever get along. <lhe other day her
brother brought a soldier home for dimner. He cooked
suki-yaki for this soldier but Shimako was having her
menstruation and her gall bladder was troubling her

80 that she got very nasty snd insulted her brother's
cooking and the soldier all evening. Her brother threw
her out of the spartment again. © oth of them tend to
be neurotic and they clash violently in opinion. Shi-
mako wante to help her brother out because he is ambi-
tious, but they just don't get along."6

6. C.K. Diary, p. 7649.




Ch-11 Shigeo Kawasaki

HOUS ING

When Shigeo left the center, temporsry hovsing arrasngements had
already veen made for him at the friends' Hostel. ILut, upon his
arrival, Shigeo gave up his hostel reservation to a.stranded Niseil
family, and he went to the YMCA, Shepeo remained at the "Y" while
waitineg for his family to resettled. He was anxious that this be
a¢complished as soon as possivle, bbbt he was having difficulty fimd-
ing sdequate housing for s family eroup. I want & home to come
back to at night sand not just a room." (p. 85)

"For a while L even thought of buyine s home out here,
perhape in one of the suburbs im Chicaeo. But this is =
little too expensive. I don't know how long I'l]1 be in
Chicago. On that basis, it is too temporary a thing to
sink 8 lot of money into a howse. I will have to have an
initisl outlsy of $2500. However, I don't have that much
money s0 it would be out. But 1 will have to consider
something like this if I can't find s place (apsrtment).
Ther e must ve vacant apartments some: place.

"The main resson that I have been having so much
trouvle in locating an spsrtment is that 1 work so that
my time is limited. The best thing to do is for my sisder
to come out here ahead. I could support her during the
time she looks for an aspartment and she couvld stay at the
YMCA., Jl've thought of this a lot but dismissed it ve-
cauge I would hate to hsve my folks come out here all
alone. 4t is bLetter if my sister is along with them to
gort of meansge affaire."1

Shigeo was very reetlese living slone snd this was the sovrce
of his erestest dissat iefaction.

"eesosolfost kids get & vig kick out of 'batehing'
beceause this is the first tiwme that they have ever been
away from their parents., But 1 have had my shaie of it
and I am fed up., MWow that + don't have a home, a lawn
to sit on and gav with your friends, & home cooked meal
to go bsck to, and all those familisr sounds about the
house, I do get lonesome.

"Unce in a while 1 have a dresm and 4+ hear a rust-

l. Case History, p. 86.
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ling sound snd it sounds 1like my mother when she went down
the stairs to make breakfsst. I wske up with a start and
it is only some noise in the YMCA corridor snd nobody cares
what happens to you. I like to remember how the gang would
¢gome arovnd and we p0 to the corner drugstore or else lay
around the house. It is 8ll of these little things avout a
home life that makes it worthwhile.....

"This bueiness of getting up in the mornine, eoing to
eat by yourself, poing to work, and then coming back to my
room in the evening is not very conducive to a happy 1life.
I would most certainly like to do it all the time. &ight
now I am getting fed up with it., 1 would appreciate hav=-
ing my family around now. OUne thing this war has done is
that it has vroken up the Japanese family 211 un to hell.
Home and family life is somethjng 1 mies a 1ot now, It's
not that 4 am lonely and 1 can t find anything to do be-
cause I do have my other interests. I heve enough friends
I can go to see and 4 could get plenty of entertainment,
but it is nothineg like having & home. It ig not thsat I am
a young boy who has not been sble to bresk awsy from his
mother 's apron strinegs either as L have been around s lot.
It ie something intengible and it a2dde to one's life to
have this femily atmosphere. I think that this ie the
thing that causes most of the restlessness smong the Nisei
out here and so they try to get satisfied by running
around a lot, but it doesn't help out too much,

"1'd rather live in o residential district snd become
an integral part of the community life. You never get to
know anyuvody all Jammed up like this. The sooner I get my
parents out here, the sooner 4 can feel more at ease. I
might as well mske my indefinite stay in Chicaro as ples-
sant a8 possible. I could not possibly do that living all
alone in a room like this,"2

2., Cese History, pp. 93-94,




CH-15 Harry Matsuda
HOUSING

Hsrry received temporsry housing at the Brethren's Hostel

when he first srrived in Chicago. After he found a job, he

vegan to search for s place to live., Harry overheard the di-

rector of the hostel telling some other Nisei asbout = vscaney.

"I beat the fellowe out here and 1 got the room."™ (p. 42) It
was & sleeping room in s private home.

"eeeeesl have lived here ever eince. I live
with a private family out here on the south gide
and it haes very convenient facilities for trans-
portation. I psy $4 a week rent. <+he reasson thst
the room is open is thsast their son is in the Army
and there was s vacancy. : iy room is very comfort-
atle 2nd 4 like the people very much., They sre of
German extraction and 4 get along very well with
them vecause they just sccept me for what 4 egi. 1
am trcated like one of the family. I eat out and
it coets me only stout £40 & month."1

Herry did not hsve any complaints sbovt houveine o1 thoueh
he believed that he eventuslly would have to look for & more
pe rmanent spar tment, btut he wse satisfied to remsin in his pre-

sent plsce ss long ss possible.

l, Case History, p. 42.




CH-27 Hisso Shimada

. HOUSING

Hisao arrived from Denver expecting to remain in Chicago

only temporarily. Hie frienmd, who had & smsll apartment on the
north side, invited him to room with him, and as Lisao's sta}
in Chicago lengthened, he continved to live with his friend.
The apsrtment consisted of one sleeping room and a kitchenette,
The smell wesh basin also served as & kitchen sink. Desplte
the definitely sub=-stendard quelity of the apartment, he con-
tracted it favorably with hie pre~-evscuation home.

"Phe building hss steam hest and I did not have
this even in my home in Keedley. I think that my
room physically is better than our home back in Cali~
fornia even though this placec 1s sub-standard. The
only thing is that I tend to get & cooped-up feelins
nere|§o thet coming home is not a particular attract-
ion,'

Hieso wae satisfied to remein there becsuese of the cheap-
of the rent, snd the pood relations with the landlady.

"I am fairly well satisfied with my present liv-
ing cond ition. My room-mate snd I share this room
and it is fairly sdejquate for our purposes., e cook
here and we only have to pay $2.50 apiece a week for
rent. We pet gas, light and linen for this, We can
£1e0 have mseid service if we wanted it, The owner of
thie ovuilding was csught with his pents down when the
OPA regulstions came in so that he csnnot raise the
rent, The landlady is very nice to us. iy room-mate
and anobher friend were the first hisei Lo come to
this plsce. At first the landlady was skeptical
about the Migei., ©Phe laid down strict rules about
not having sny girle =2nd that she wovld not tolerate
any rowdyism. My room-mate mesde & Very good imprees-~
ion so that she took a likine for him. Shortly after-
wards he reserved s place for me. His friend moved
ovt s0 thot I beceme his pertner in thie room. After
thet the landlasdy pot to like the Nisel more and more.
She let us pet two other Nigei eirles into one of the
roome downstaire. +they brought in some of their

- —_— e e S S s —

l. Case Listory, p. 1869,
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frienis and these frienis vrowht in a few of their
friends. Now there are 15 Nisei in this house out
of the 30 roomers, The lanilady still likes the
HNisei quite » bit, During Christmas we all chipped
in and gave her a gift and also I gave her a bonus
for the rent, My room-mate and 1 pive her extra
food stampe whenever we hsve them. 4n return she
cooked end nur sed me when I had the flu for about s
week. ®»he came to visit me three times a day to see
that I was comfortable,”"2

Hisao was a 1little disturbed sbouvt the increase of re-
gettlers in the building and neighborhood because of possivle
hogtility from the Caucesian tensnts., In fact, such hostility
had slresdy teen displsyed, and he felt that the Nisei tenants
were psrtly to vlame because of their "cliguishness.”

"The attitude of the Caucasisn borders in this
building ies not foo favoraule, +hey sre rather saloof
and some of them are distinmetly hostile, I overheard
one saying something swvout 'those dsmn Japs here; they
shovld be sent bsek to Jaspen.' 1 feel thet we should
do more to counteract this sort of feeline., JLhat is
why I offered to carry the btags for the women when
they come upstairs. after I did this s couple of
times one woman d4id wresk down and now she is approach-
able, 4 few of the other voarders sre very friendly
to the Nisei but they are the minority.

"The trovble is that most of the other Nisei in
this building don't think thet it ie worth their
while to take eny pains to win the Caucasiang in
thie building over. They just ignore them. I only
know about five of the Nisei in this bvilding per-
gonally. They don't mix here at 211 even among
themselves., <hey have their own groupe and they
stick to them., I wouvld s8y that there are three
primary Hdisei groups in this house. There is one
group that drawe in most of the Nisei here now and
they are slwaye asking about vepancies. The turn-
over ie fairly rapid becsuse the fellows change %obs
quite & bit and they move nesrer to their Jjobs."

Gredvally, Hisso's fears subsided, and although he continued

2, Case History, p. 1568,

g, Cape History, p. 159.




to believe that the resettlers would mske better housing ad just-

ments if they scattered out over the city and penetrated new
locations, he recognized that resettler segregation was in part
due to residentisl discrimination snd the housing shortarce.

"At first it bothered me quite 2 vit when so
many Nisei started to move in, I thought¢ that it
would Jjeopsrdize my own position here and that hous-
ing was too hard to find. Another reason was thgt I
thought it was not nice for too many Nisei to be
living in thie sres. &t the present time I have
conclvded that they have just as much rieht here as
I do and there ies not a specific focal point in this
district where all the Nisei gather although there
are several houses where they are veginning to con-
gregate, 4&oousging is rather difficult to find and
they can't ve too choosey about it,

"One thing L ot ject to very much in this build-
ing is the bunch of fellowe snd girle who live down-
gtairs., They tend to be too rowdy and they make 21l
gsorte of noise sna they tslk loud late st night.
They hsve a continuouve stream of other Nicei coming
over snd they sre slways running up and down the
stairse. 4+hey g0 in snd out in large bunches and
naturally it doesn't create & good impreesion on the
others living in this buildineg, I think it reflects
the Nisei ss 8 whole when such a grovp as thie has
bed mannere., It also disturbe some of the Cavcasian
femilies living here."4

Hisao left this apartment sfter 16 months when he moved
Urvena to enroll at the Univereity of Illinois in September,

1944,

4, Cage History, pp. 169-160.




Ci=46 Barry Shimizu
HOUSING

Barry ceme out of cemp with an older friend, Sve (CH-4F),

who immedistely found housing.‘ "I moved in with Sus ass he had

an open Led." f{p, 40)

"Jugt about this time Lester (CH-47) came to
live with us.....¥& I had seen him once in a while
back in camp but I never was friends with him until
I prought him to our apartment. 4another guy who was
living with ue went back to camp, and we needed ano-
ther person to live with vse in order to lower our
rent cost."1l '

Barry ran into houeing discrimination shortly after he and
his room-mates arrived in Chicsgo.

"When we firet came ovt here there were 10
boochies living in our apartment because a lot of
them were on gesgonsl leave and we put them up.

The other people in the house uvegan to complain as
they didn't like so many of us around. There were

a couple of instsnces when they said their relstives
were killed in the South Pescific so that they showed
thet they considered us as Japs. OUnce a 1lady got a
phone call saying thet her nephew had teen killed and
she went sround jyelling at us cslling ue Japs. I
didn't say snything to her becsuse I felt, what was
the use. The landlord thought that it was best for
ug to move out. We looked all over and there were
some dozeng of places where we were turned down be-
cause we were wvoochies., ®~ome of them cane right out
flatly and told us that but most of the landlords
were more polite and they just told us thet the place
had just veen rented out. We knew dsmn well they
were 1lying to us becsause they didn't wsnt vs to live
there. We were lucky to pet the place that we have
now and 4 don't think we will get vooted out becsmege
we have something on the landlady."%

Because of his fears of agsin antagonizing the Caucasian
neighvors, Barry felt that he would prefer not to have other

resettlers moving into this district, but "I wouldn't hold it

l. Case History, pp. 44-45,

24 Cese History, p. 69.
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against them if they did. I like to be around some boochies as
I'm used to it. But it wovldn't be so0 good if too many of them
moved in." (p. 60)

Although he felt that a "Jsp town like we had before the

war" would not develop in Chieseo, he had mixed feelings about

its desirsvility.

"eseesOn top of that, 81l of those committees
would get together and try to stop the boochies from
getting together, I think that it would be good for
the Nihonjin to get together ae we have to stick
with our kind since nobody else is poing to fight
for ue thaet hsrd, 4t would ve too lonesome for most
of them to scatter out sll over the country. Majybe
it ie best if we 8ll scatter out for now. 1In this
way, the hakujin would be msde to get more used to
the voochies Leing arovnd snd they will not believe
everything they read in the papers sgainst uvs., I
don't resd the papers very much myself go I don't
know if therec are many groups against us out here."?

2, Case History, p. 60.




CH=-47 Lester Kimurs
HOUSIKG

When Lester came out from the center with a friend, he
firest went to his friend's brother's place on the south side
on Drexel Boulevard,

"After living at 42rd snd Drexel for a while,

1l decided to move. <That house was full of boochies.

There must have been at least Z0 of them and there

were only 15 hakujin living in the apartment build-

ing., I only knew #snk's brother and the six other

Loochies who worked at the ssme place. I never saw

the rest of the boochies in that house ss they worked

in di fferent plsces. It took us sbout three hows a

day to go back and forth to work. 1 worked 10 hours

a day 80 I only had time to sleep. w#e ate with Hank's

bro ther and we paid him {7 a week for the food. Lent

was only $& each s week for us."1,

Lester became acquainted with s Nisei at his plsce of work
who suggested that Lester "come over to his spartment amd eat
and sleep ome in s while." (p. 37) Since the latter apartment
was closer to hie place of work, and Bester's former room-mate
left him to move in with friemde on the north side, Lester

gked to Jjoin his new friend, bBarry, =nd his room-mate. The
latter was sgreeable, so 4ester has been living with them since.
Eecause Lester fimdis congenial gambling, horse-racing and sex
interests with his new sssociates, he is satisfied with this

latest housineg arrsneement.,

l., Case history, p. 37.




CE-50 Tommy Hamada
HOUSING

When Tommy arrived in Chicago in Octobeér, 1944, his friends
took him to the "Y" Hotel where he stayed s few deys. In look-
ing for a less expensive residence, the WRA referred him to a
rooming house on the south side opersted by s "dew lady." Lx-
cept for the firet floor of the building which was used as an
0ld folke home, the house was catering excluvesively to Ieéettlers,
with seven girle and five voye on the second floor and 25 wLoys :
on the top floor, Five rooms on the top floor housed 25 single
men; eight beds were plsced in the living foom thus permitting
no place of leisure, The occupants of each floor shsred the

Kitchen, Tommy formed a cooking srrangement with two msle

friends and s egirl, There was no room service snd the resi-

aents had tOo cooperate in keeping the house clean.

$6 2 week, "out the

for theese sccommodations, the men paid
girls haye to pay $7 as they don't know that we get it cheaper
here." (p. 100) Noet of the residente very shortly moved to
more permanent locations, and the 'RA stopped sendine resettlers
to thie rooming house after numerous complsints avout the high
rent, out Tommy stayed on as he could not find another room in
the area,

Among lLommy's numerous complaints svout the housing, he
emphaeized the insufficient hot water and the lack of sunlieht.
But after getting a priwate room, he wae satisfied to remsin
becsuse "4 can play my saxophone here and 1 wouldn't be able to
practice in auny other place.” (p. 101) The presence of friends

contrivuted to hig satisfaction with the locstion,




"eesesThe only trouble is thst the landlsdy
charges too much. I can't kick too much about that
as it is too hard to find snother plsce. There's
slways new guys moving in ana out of this building
88 most of them use this place as a stop-over until
they find an apartment of their own. I know most of
the guys living here now except those who are on the
nightehift. uMost of the guys here work in different
kinds of defense work snd they don't have time to
look for s plsce of their own. There's one guy going
to séhool.

"I suppose there sre awout 25 boochie fellowse
and six glrls living here now but the number is slwsys
changing. This place can take sbout 10 more boochies
vut 4 wouldn't went to see very meny Issei around
here. The only reason I stay here is that my Nisei
frienis are sround snd L don't mind them. 1 wouldn't
went to see 2 1ot of woochies move into this wvlock
too as there sre enough of them living in this build-
ing, VUsuslly the guys step out every night so I
don't see them much,"l

Tommy sdmitted, "this place is not like home," but he con-

trasted it favorsbly with center life esince, "there's nobody

around to get into my hair," (p. 102)

"

eeseeUsslly my friends from the north side
come over to visit me. We all have our own epecial
grouvpe amd we Jjust know esch other casuslly arouvnd
this building. As long as everywody minds his own
business everything -will ve 211 right., That's one
thing I heted about camp vecasuse everyone in the
vlock used to spnoop sround in my private businese.
They Just like to pass siound vad rumors stout every-
body. fLhe guys here tetter not try that stuff,"2

Towmy decided in mid-December to move to the nesr dorth
Side where he would be nearer the Japsnese bsre and gsmbling
hovsee, a type of life thst hsd mtrone sttraction for him,

sesssl OWe abovt a month snd a half rent to
#dre. Keynolds but I'm not going to pay it beeause
she hse charged me too much. I'm Just going to

—— e ————— ——— — —
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pack my thinge and walk out. I don't care what she
thinks. ©She is never able to check me sround be-
cause I am working at night.,"$

Tommy's landlady was very angry atout his not paying the
\
rent; and she took steps to force psyment but Tommy wag deter-

mined to ho!d his ground because he thoveht he had paid enough
in the four months he had lived in the rooming houege.

"eesesesl cut out on old lady Reynolds plece and
she is after me now. Nowody knows where 4 live now
except you snd s couple of my other friends. She
tried to trece me but she covldn’'t. Then she phoned
my father long distsnce collect in csmp snd she told
him that 4 owed 590 in back rent to her, That's a
dirty lie. I just wrote my father snd told him not
to pay. 014 lady iieynolds is tryine to say that I
owe her three months back rent snd that is not true
at all. 4t's only sbout a month snd a half or two
months st the most, 4 lost 2ll of my receipts €0
what cen I do suvout it? ®She is chareing me §1 a day
back rent snd she was only supposed to charge me #5
a week until she went and raised the rent.,....

"l'm sure that + owe only for two months at the
mogt. L remember 4 stubbed my toe nsil off on VUct-
ober Z1 snd 4 paid rent once o ter thst, ©She 18
saying that I didn't pay since vefore that time.
Even if 1 owed her for two months at her Jew rates,
I wovld still owe her only {¢6& month back rent at
the mos L. ©She is trying to gyp me vecause I cut out
on that place and didn't pay nothine., 1 don't think
i did wrone vecause she was chargine too much anyway
and she pot her money out of me when she rsised the
rent, the pguys over there told me that old lady
Heynolds is going to call the police and trace me
down. Msyve 1'l1 head back to camp because ['m not
ecoing to let that 0ld bLitch gyp me like that."4

Pommy finslly compromiced by asking his father to pay half
of the uvsck rent.
"If Reynolds raises a stink, I'11l tell her that

I will e0 to the VUPA and report her for rzising the
rent illegslly. But 4 am a little worried vecause

S—— e e s oo < v b
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gshe told Béme of the fellows at 65010 Drexel that

she wae going to take the thing to the court snd I
would ve fined $100 for fraud. She's got a hell of
a nerve if she tries snything like that. She raised
44 wura's rent up to $10 a week just vecsuse he is
in 2 room 2lone now. She's the damn dame who gays
the t she wants to do so0 much for the Nisei too,"

Tommy's new spartment was no better than his first oune.
The spartment house wase located in the near north sgide and the
occupants were primarily resettlers. Ey mida-February, 1945,

Tommy had decided that it was not worthwhile to recsettle in.

Ci.icago g0 he returngd to the center to wait for hie draft

Cpll o
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Housing

(see also Davy, Watanabe, Kimoto, ete., on this housing situation)

Bob found his first housing in Chicago accldentally when a
Nisel at the rallroad station directed hinz up to the Wabash YMCA,
The next day, he went to the WRA offlice and he wai given a slip to
inquire at 5010 Drexel, Thils bullding was an 01d reconverted
mansion which eventually became a commercial resettler hostel,
charging excessive rates, DBob was dissatisfied with the high rent
immedlately because "we thought that $6 a week aplece was too much
as we were not used to spending that much money in camp in a whole
month for everything." (p.26) Bob describes the development or’
this commercial resettler hostel, his relationships with the
landlady, and his satisfactlons and dissatisfactions rather fully
as follows:

"There were only 3 other Nisel llving in thls house when
we first ceme in. My two friends and I made 1t six in all,
A lot of Nisel started to come in later as the WRA sent more
end more people until some guys squawked about the high rent
here., Right now nobody new is moving Into thls place. Itve
lived here ever since arriving into ghlcago as I couldn't find
another apartment, I didn't know how to go about it so I
just stayed on, I figured that this was the best place to

live as I would be able to come home and have friends to talk

to. It was more fun to live in a group and I didn't went to
get a room of my own because I would get too lonesome.,

did look for my own place once on the north side but it was
too dirty.

"The lendlord heard that a lot of Nisel were coming out
to Chicago so she declded to rent out the top two floors te:
the Japanese. She ran & nursing home on the first floor and
she couldn't get any patients on the upper floor., I 1iked
this plece so much that I didn't feel 1llke moving out even
i1f the rent was high, My two friends who came out with me
are still here too, but they are walting to get inducted
into the Army pretty soon.

"The only thing that I don't like about this bullding is |

that the kitchen is too dirty. There are cockroaches run
all over the place and the landlady doesn't do anything about
1t. There are sbout 20 fellows living on this floor (third
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floor) and I know just eabout all of them, Some of them are
much newer to Chicago than I am, Their friends tell them to
come out from cemp and come live here, I told a couple of
my frlends from camp to come here too when they mentioned
about resettling in Chicago.

"Even 1f we have cockroaches in the kitchen, I think
that this place is much better than my home back in California
as we have a bathtub and flush tollets here, Back home we only
had wooden tubs and out-houses, It is furnished much better
here because we dldn't have any big rugs back home, I like
it because we are located pretty close to shows and I can go
to the Loop easily. It's much easler for me to go shopping
here than back home. If I come back to Chicago after the
onion harvest, I will come live here again, 1I'll probably
get called for the Army before then though,

"I get along with the lendlady okay and she treats me
nice. She still is a Jew though. 8She won't give us a maid
to clean up the place and she trles to get along as cheaply
as possible in order to make more profit, We have to furnish
almost everything except the dishes, We dldn't get enough
hot water for baths until we complained. There are flve guys
living up in the attic room and they have to pay (26 a week
together for that stinking hole, It's a robbery but we can't
do anything about it because houslng is too hard to find here.
The landlady must make two or three hundred dollars a week
from the Japanese living in this bullding. Even though the
rent is high, I've never made much of an attempt to move
because it 1s convenient and I figure that I would have to
pay just as much any other place, The Caucasian neighbors
objected to us at first but they don't say anything now, I
like to be near Nisel and I wouldn't mind 1f all the houses
around here had some of my friends 1living in them,"

1, Case History, pp. 26-28




Soclal and Economic Problems

Budget: Immediately upon arrival in Chieago, Bob began to

reallze how nalve he was in assuming that he would be able to make

e lot of money.

"We sure found out that expenses were high out here.
My money went right down and I was glad to go to work so I
could earn a little bit., When I had taken the job, I had
thought that 556 cents an hour was plenty high wages as y o
used to work for 30¢ an hour in California, I never got that
high wages before in my 1ife so I thought it Yas pretty good.
I dldn't figure on the high expenses at all,"

After six months of work in Chicago he was only able to save
$100, He decided that it was no use to save after the Nisel draft
ennouncement was made "as I wanted to have my fun." (p.31) From
his average monthly wage of approximately §200 a month, Bob estl-
meted his expenditures as follows:

" I had to buy my winter clothes too and I did send
guite a few things back home. It cost me uite a bit Just
to 1ive. I peid $25 a month for rent and {25 a month for
food. 1 eat with 3 other guys here and we share the oxpenses,
That's $60 just for my room and board each month, I spend
sbout {6 or $10 on the average for clothes and my cleaning
bill is about is. I wash most of my own laundry myself.
average about {30 a month for recreation and all I do 1s go
play pool, bowl and go to show., I haven't gone on any dates
because I don't meet young girls of my age around here, I
just go with my own gang and it costs quite a bit of money.
T spend §6 & month or more on carfare and I send anywhere
from $26 to $50 back home to my femily in gifts or cashesse
That's how all: of mz money goeseand I don't have anything to
show for all my work out here,"

Two out-of-town trips to Milwaukee and St, Louls took about
$70 of his money and he also repald {80 he had borrowed ln camp
to his mother, He did not get a WRA travel grant when he changed
nis status from seasonal leave to indefinite leave.

(o) Militery Service

The draft reclassification of Nisel was at the basis of !

1. Case History, p. 26
2, Case History, pp. 31-32
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great deal of Bob's restlessness and inabllity to make adequate
social adjustments in Chicago. His attlitude is that the Army will
protect his future, and he does not oppose the draft,

"I changed my plans all the time and that's why I don't
have a definite plan of my own now, Just before I left camp
I heard that Nisei would be drafted into the Army. That's
why I thought I should come out and go to school, But I got
my l-A classification about & month apnd a half ago so that it
was no use planning on enything., I knew all along that I
would get l-A sooner or later so that's why I declded to llve
every day as it came, I think that I would rather be in the
Army right now than waiting around and wondering when I'll be
taken, It wouldn't meke too much difference to me. I've
heard a lot of rumors agalnst going into the Army, but I
think that it will be fun, I'd fecl so much better wandering

around the different cities if I was in a uniform, I don't
exactly care to go to Italy because I heard the Nisel are
the spearheads there but I think that the war over there may
end pretty soon and I'd rather be In a uniform when that
happens, It will be better for my future. I think everyone
is soon golng to hate the japs when the invasion starts and
i1t will be better if I were in“g uniform because then they

can't say anything to me then.
His fear of unfavorable public opinion 1s greater than his
resentments toward the Army,

"The only thing 1s that I think that the Army should have
drafted us right from the beglnning of the war, After they
d1d a1l those things like evacuatlon to us, I don't feel 1ike
flghting too much for thls country, But then, I feel the
American people who say all those bad things egainst us are in
the minority so that this country is worth fighting for, I
don't think gemocracy {s working so well after the way they
treated us,"

Bob's raclal identificatlion 1s revealed in his attltude X
of not wishing to be sent to the Pacific area or the intelllgeﬁco
sehool when drafted, In additlon he has mixed sentiments in regard
to the Nisel combat team,
"T don't care to go to the language school at Fort

Snelling as I would rather be a plaln soldier, I don't want
to fight ageinst Japan though. If I ever got sent to Japan,

1. Case History, pp. 35-36
2, Case History, p. 36
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they wouldn't take pity on me, I'd hate to use my Imowledge
of the language aialnst Japan as 1t is thelr tongue., I don't
care to fight against Japan even though they are enemies,
I would much rather fight against Germeny, I think that the
Nisel combat team is pretty good and I'd rather be with them,
However, I still think that the Nisel should be mixed up with
the Army. It's just like raclial discrimination If they are all
put together. It would be more democratic if all the nation-
alities were mixed up, I'd 1like to get into the merchant
marine or the Navy but there's not much chance for the Nisel
to do that, I'd like to go to sea and travel around and see
the world,"

His mother's objection to mllitary service for the Nlsel might
contributed to these feelings:

"My mother doesn't want me to go into the Army at all,
She was very much against my brother volunteering when he did,
She told me to stay In camp because she thought I would be
drafted right away if we ceme out here, OShe was afrald I
would get shot if I went into the Army as I would be sent
oversecas after training of 3 months, She was not exactly
bitter about evacuation as we were not doing too well back
ggme. §Be Just didn't went us to go into the Army and get

1lled,

But, he concludes that it would contribute to the future ad-
vancement of the Nisel if they made a good Army record.

"If I get into the Army and if we make a good showing,
then the feeling of the American people will be better for us,
There's a slim chance that this will happen although not many
people know about the Kisei in Italy., If we fall in the Army,
then it won't help eny of us very much because the American
people will say that we falled our chance to do our fighting, S

(¢) Organizational

Bob has had a difficult time in making soclal adjustments

{in Chicago, He dcpends upon the WRA office & great deal for the
solution of his economlc problems, Since coming to Chicagoe, Bob
has attended a number of Christian Church social functions, "I'm
a sort of a member of the 43rd St, Christlian church even though I

was a Buddhist before" (p.45). This group sponsored occasional

1., Case History, pp. 36«37,
2, Case History, p. 36
3, Case History, p. 7.
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Nisel dances and soclals, Bob 1s now interested in the Chicago
Christian Church for social purposes "as I like the Christian
people better now and I know them the best," (pe45). This, however,
does not adequately meet his soclal needs, and he misses his formey
social 1life a great deal,

Prior to the war, Bob belonged to various Nisel soclal clubs
but "the parents didn't like us to have too much fun as they exe
pected us to work as hard as they did out on the farm." (p.11)

In the high school Bob made basketball, football and track teams
and he was a member of the Future Fermers of America for four years,
After Bob got to Poston, he achieved his heights in soclal activi-
ties. He took part in many of the high school functions and he was
on the student body cabinet, school yell leader, and class presi-
dent, He says of these activities, "Gee, it was fun and I thought
Poston was one swell place." (p.21)

Bob was greatly disappofnted throughout his stay in Chicago

because there were not enough Nisel social clubs and organizations
for him to join, But he is a little fearful of the consequences

£f large Nisel clubs were organized,

"I think the best thln% to do would be to have a blg‘
ve

building where all the Nisel could meet, Then we could

a lot of clubs like we had in camp. I'd 1llke to see a very
large group so we could throw a b:g dance, I'd be happler

if they had more of these social affairs at least twice a
month and it would be something to look forward to besldes
pay out checks, They can't do it very well as there are too
many Nisei groups in Chicago right now and they don't seem to
get along with one another. About the only Nisel groups
which seem to be orgenized are those with churches. I think
Chicago is too big to try to get all Niseil in one place,

Boy, if 6000 Nisel got into one place here, I get the hakujin
would think the Japanese Army was invading,"l

1, Case H’.‘“n, PPoe 46-47.,
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(d) *nterpersonal relationships
Bob's close soclal circle consists of seven Nisel young
men, four of whom live with him, They were all his classmates in
the Poston High school, He describes them as "average guys who
work in factories" (p.44)., Bob has not had any dates since coming
to Chicago., He would like to meet more young Nisei girls, but he
feels that there are few opportunities, He does not care to know
any Caucasian glrls because he doesn't belleve in intermarriage as
"i{t wouldn't seem right for too many Nisel to marry Caucasian girls
as the public wouldn't like 1t.," (p.46) Bob's big complaint about
Chicago 1s that there 1s no opportunity to meet more friendly
Nisel,
"I don't llke Chicago, as a big city 1s too much for me,

I'd rather live in a smaller place where I cen get to know

everybody. Chicago is sort of funny and the Nisel living

here think they are too good for one another. They aren't

friendly at all and they Jjust stare at us, It gets me down,

I'd 11ke to be friends but they don't want it so I have to

stick more to my own group. at's why I think it would be -

hard to get all the Nisel together out here,"l

(e) Limitation or extensiveness of interests

Bob};rimarlly interested in a social life, He would like
to have more dates, His other Interests ineclude shows, attending
dances, going sight-seeing, and "having fun" with more Nisel friends
His description of hls activities:

"I don't think that I made too much progress out here
during the months I was resettled. I didn't do anything at
all but eat, slecp and play., I Jjust roamed around with the
rest of the boys on Saturday nights and we would go all over
Chicago just to see the different places, Once in a while
we would go play poker., Sometimes we just 1llke to go down to
the Loop and wateh all the people golng by in the street. I
don't think that I have any bad habits, I just started to
smoke recently but I don't drink although some of the other

1 Case History, p. 47
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do., We never go to the whore houses although the other guys
in this buildlng are always going, I would not mind going
sometimes but I'm afraid that I might get some disease or

I might get caught by the polices, . « « + I don't want to
get adbad reputation because I have ambitions to make good
some day.,

"I haven't really done too many things since coming out
here., During the week I never go dut very much although we
used to go over to the Hyde Park YMCA to swim and play basket-
ball about 3 or 4 times a week, I used to be a member there,
We just play basketball among ourselves as there weren't too
many Caucasian fellows around, They are all in the Army,
Basketball is my favorite sport and I used to make the team
back home and in camp., I try to live a clean life out here
because I don't want my mother to be too disappointed in me "1

Bob disapproves of the Nisel zoot sulters as he belleves that they
hurt the Nisel reputation., He condemns them for thelr begging
habits and extreme clothing habits, and he further disapproves of
their carrying knives and getting into fights.

"I hear about those Nisel zoot sulters all the time

but they don't wear the extreme zoot suits so much, They
just act tough and I see them hanging around on Clark St,.
the most, There are still a few on the North Side but I
don't see so many of them down on the South Side., I don't
think so much of the zoot sulters as they hurt the Nisel
reputation, I sort of like the way they wegar their hair but
it shouldn't be so long., They wear their pants too tight too.
Boy, they really have a bad reputation, My room mate tells
me that they even go up and ask money from other Nisei who
walk down the street. I never heard of any Japanese doing
that before, Those guys go out with cheap Caucasian girls,
One time I was walking down Clark St, with a friend and we
passed by a bar and I saw 3 Nisel fellows drunk with Caucasian

irls and they were pretty loud, It made me feel ashamed as
% didn't think they were behaving right. I would never say
anything to have an argument with one of those fellows because
they carry knives and are always looklng for a fight., They
act as 1f they owned the town but they don't bother the others
too much, I heard some of them look for fights with Caucasians
just to beat them up, I never heard of such a thing before I
came to Chicego. My friends tell me they were pretty wild in
Los Angeles but I didn't know aont that before, I bet they
weren't as wild as they are now,"

(f) Femily Adjustments

Bob feels a great sense of responsibility for his family,

1, Case hilt@?’, ps 43
2, Case History, p. 44




- -

He has tied in his future plans with famlly resettlement. His
mother and younger brother and sister are still in Poston, Two
married sisters live as separate family units in the same camp,
Bob hopes that the solution to the family future will be a joint
responsibility of the older children.

"I don't think that my younger sister and brother would
want to go with my mother to Japan as we have more of the
family control now and she e¢an go on her own way without our
support, We'll just make her come out with us some place and
I know that she will stieck with us, If we do that, we should
be able to make out even better than we dld before the war,
My mother just dreams about going back to Japan because 80
many of the Issel in camp talk about it but we won't let her
go. Ve would rather start out some place in the midwest after
the war because it would be a better life to stay in this
country. The wey we figure it is that my mother is used to
this country and it wouldn't be hard for her, Maybe she
would like it better in Japan but none of the kids would like
it there so it's better for hir to think about all of her
children instead of herself.,"”

The family had & strong solldarity in the pre-war days, The
mother was left with the maln burden of support for the chlldren
after a dlvorce from her husbend, Before that, the father was
desceribed as being very strict with the children as "he had most
of the power and we couldn't talk back to him at all." (p.7)

The oldest sister qult school in order to help supplement the
family income, but the rest of the older children were able to get
through high sehool, Bob's famlly did "plain labor all the way
through" end "we were pretty close as a family so we got along with
each other and tried to help out." (p.8)

Bob describes the pre-war family as follows:

"After mother became the boss of the house it wasn't very
strict for us, We never liked to talk Japanese so that we
used English among us all the time except when talking teo
mother and her friends, We ate regular Japenese food as long

1, Case History, p. 42
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ag8 I could remember and we had quite a few Japanese customs
which we followed but I don't remember all of them, We wore
Japenese slippers and things like that, Even out here I eat
Japenese food all the time as I gust don't feel right without
it. I buy the stuff in one of the Japanese stores down on
43rd Street but they sure charge high,

"One thing that we never did do very much in our home
was to celebrate all of the Japanese holldays because my
mother was too busy working to tell us much sbout these things,
The only thing we celebrated Japanese style was at New Years,
We'd all have to get all dressed up and make formal calls on
all of the other Japanese friends that wehad, My mother was
very fussy about c¢leaning the house before the end of the year
and things llke that because she had a superstition that 1t
was bad luek to start out the new year with a dirty house,
She told us stories sbout what the new_year meant 1n Japan but
I don't remember much about that now,"l

It was difficult experlence for the mother to take care of the
famlly after the outbreak of the war es,

"My mother was pretty scared when the war broke out,
She just worried a lot as she was afrald that something
terrible would happen to the family., She didn't want to
have us starve if she lost her job, She dlan't think that

we would be able to meke & living enymore and that worrled
her a lot., My brother lost his job too and he felt quite
bad about that because it meant that all of his income was
lost to the family. We had to get out end do odd Jobs for
some of the other Japanese families after that in order to
get along., It was pretty hard for my mother because she
worgéed too much sbout it and she didn't have nobody to lean
Oon.

These fears convinced Bob's mother that the evacuation was a
ldea as,

"she sald that it would be a lot safer for us to be in a
camp and we would be fed, She didn't think that we would be
able to earn a living anymore if she stayed out, We heard
a 1ot of storles that Fllipinos were going around to beat up
the Ninhonjins but they didn't come to our town, Ve heard
lots of rumors about Filipinos killing Japanese farmers and
that's what scared all Japanese in our community. I was g:ett
scared too because I thought sure the Fllipinos were killing
Japenese right and left and that was what really got us down,
My mother made us lock the do?r at night and she didn't want
us to go out at all, We dldn't know 1f all these rumors were
true. I heard afterwards that a lot of Japanese dld get
killed by Fi}iplnol so our community must have been lucky to
escape them,

1. Case History, pp. 8-9,
2, Case History, p. 14
3, Case History, p. 16




(g) Soclasl Attitudes

Bob has a falrly typlecal American attitude regarding the
war, but at the same time he 1s confused and fearful of diserimina-
tion for the Niseli., He feels that he has a greater seonse of ldentl-
flcation with America despite these fears and that there 1s some
indication for optimism for the Nisel future, He has concluded
that he has a stake, as well as pride, in Amerlica and he only wants
a chanece to prove it, His long statement of this attitude clearly
brings out thls point,

"Sometimes I don't know what to think about this war,

I wish that there would be a peace term between the United
‘States and Japan as it would be easlier on the Nisel, It would
be bad for the Nisel if we win or lose this war to Japan,
Elther way, people will look down on us unless we can do
enough now to make them think otherwise, I figure that we are
going to get kicked around either way so I don't care too much
ebout the war now, I don't belleve in all the things we are
fighting for. I don't give a darn about Japan and I'a just

es soon they lost the war, But I'd feel funny if that happen-
ed as I have Jepenese blood in me, At the same time I feel
1ike an American when I do a lot of things, That's the
trouble: it's @ half and half sort of a feeling, In a way,

I don't feel very much like clapping when I go to the movies
and see the pletures about how eruel the Japanese soldlers
are, I don't feecl like clapping when I see the U,5, flag in
the movies elther., It's a funny kind of feeling because I
don't know exactly where I belong., I would like to belong
entirely to this country but a lot of people are not willing
to let us do this,

"I st111 think thet I am loyal to the United States and
1'd do all I ean to help it out if I were drafted, I'm an
American because I get & lot of freedom out here llke everyone
else and I'm not discriminated against like the Negroes,
Thet's why I felt more like fighting for this country after
I came out of camp, I 1live just an ordinary life and I had my
education here, 1'd feel like more of an outcast 1if I were
st111 in camp because all of the Nisel have left,

"T don't kmow nothing about Japan so I can't feel at home
there, I only know a little bit ebout the language as I only
went to Japanese school one year, I learned most of the
language Es ¥ seiy ment to dspansse sehesl from my mother,

I xnow more of the American things so that is the reason why
T don't care to be sent to Jepan. I heard that they might
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even try to deport us but I don't think that can happen,
There are some dumb Americans who want to do that because they
don't want to give us a chance, I get pretty darn mad when I
read of the American Leglon who want to take our cltlzenship
away from us., It's not up to them to decide because 1t's
written in the constitution, When that happens, they only
make the Nisel feel less loyal to this country, You can't
beat a person down and exiect him to kiss your hend., I'd be
willing to forget everything that was done to us in the past
and feel that no harm was done 1f they left us alone and gave
us an equal chance with other Americans,

"No 1ie, man, I like this country quite & bit and I am
proud of 1t even if some people think that I don't belong here.
Everything is good and fine in this country except a few Ameri-
cans who get on my goat., I feel that 1f one Nisel was bad,
it could hurt things for all the rest of the Nisel, The same
way 18 true about the Amerlcans; if one bad Amerlean does
something against us, it makes it look like all Americans are
bad., I know that 1t isn't true at all, I belleve that sooner
or later the lisel will get thelr right place in this country
as they are willing to do everything to help out in the war
effort. They serve 1n the Army and they work In war plants.
What more can they do to prove themselves as loyal Amerleans.
Some people are not even satlsflied with that and they still
don't want to give us a chance, That's why there might be
quite a bit of discrimination in jobe aftgr the war but I
think this will pess over after a while,"

Bob has no great dislike for Caucasians. He would 1llke to
have a greater feeling of securlty. Not having developed a strong
paciel consclousness, his reaction to the war was no different
from that of Caucasien high school students.

"When I got to thinking about the war, I thought that

the Pearl Harbor attack was & pretty low down trick and I

got mad just like my pals at high school did, That's the

only thing that Japan shouldn't have done. If they wanted
to start a war thet badly they saould have declared it and
not sneaked up on this country.,"

In this périod which followed, the family was influenced by
the general community fears so much that all Japanese cultural
objects in the home were burned. Bob's self consclousness de-

veloped out of a reaction to the growing hostile public opinion,

1. Case History, pp. 50-41
2, Case History, pp. 13-14
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"Before the war I thought that I was an American like anyone
else, but I lost my hekujin friends after Pearl Harbor, We
sort of drifted apart, My best mls were still for me but I
felt that I was on the spot and I wanted to prove to them

that T felt the same way they did ebout the war, Two of these
hakujin pale end myself were known as the three Musketeers and
we made all of the teams together, CGee, we used to do every-
thing back home, After the war ceme I cculdn't go out with
my pals at night because of the curfew, This sort of wrecked
our friendship because we did a lot of things together at
night, They weien’t mad at me but they dldn't went me to
break the law,"

This self consciousness Increased until the time for evacua-
tion., Bob then decided that "1t would be fun for me to meet other
Japancse kids.," (p.16) He did not think much of the politieal
aspects of evacuation, but he never had a deep bitterness as these
events were not fully understandable to him,

"At lot of Nisel kids acted pretty sore about evacuation

but they didn't say anything before we left, I guess they
had more to lose than I did so that's why they got sore,

There were some of them who acted pretty griped and I 4id the
same thing once in a while before being evacuated but I didn't
get sore, I just heard that it was against the constitutlon
to get kicked out like that and that's why I felt that we
ghould protest about 1t, I never thought much 05 this as I

was looking forward to meeting & lot of Nisel,"

Bob was not very Interested in politlcal actlvities in Posten,
but he dld come to the conclusion there that evacuation had been
caused by prejudice and dlscrimination,

Bob declded to answer in the affirmative to the Army registra-
tion questionnaire of Féb.-March, 1943, in the face of hls mother's
opposition and even with growing doubts about evacuation,

"When I hed to sign that loyalty question in camp in

March, 1643, I didn't have anythling against the government

so I answered 'yes,' A lot of people answered 'mo-no' because

they were bitter about losing property. My mother seld to

answer double 'mo' but I didn't answer to her, I didn't
think I belonged to this country after losing my rights,

1, Case History, p. 15.
2, Case History, p. 16,




She said that if I answered 'no,' I wouldn't get drafted at
all, DBut the way I planned waes that I intended to stay in
this country all my 1life and I never wanted to go to Japan,
My mother wanted to go back to Japan, but she finally an-
swered 'yes' to the questionnaire because all of us answered

1t thet way,"l

His only complaint now is that he wishes "Americans would
understand that I am for this country" since "I'm pretty sure that
the majority of the Nisel will remain in this country the rest of
their lives, The only thing that makes me boil inside 1s when
people make cracks at me for being a Jap and that makes things
tougher," (p.49)

Bob belleves that 1t 1s desirable for the Nisel to integrate
with the majority group, but he 1s rather pessimistic that this

will not come about because,

"There is something wrong some place, It might be
because the Nisel don't give a darn about Caucasian friends.
Thet's the way I feel, So I stick with my Nisel friends,

I know it's wron% but I don't have the time to go looking
&

for Caucaslan friends when there are so many Nisel friends
all around, Most of the Nisel want to be with their own
Nisei friends end they don't care to mingle. so much because
it mekes them uncomfortable. I don't know a single Nisel
who has a lot of Caucasien friends, I know we shouldn't
avold meeting Caucasians but that's what we all do, I would
like to meet Caucaslans but I don't have the time, I talk
to the church lady all the time, I don't feel backwerd about
talking to Caucaslans llke so many Nisel do., It doesn't make
me feel low in morale just because I'm a Nisel,"2

Bob expressed the opinion that he would personally be happler
and less self-consclous living in a Japanese sectlon as,

"I'd rather 1live in a Japanese town e&s I'd feel freer
and more like I belong here, I'd be wilith more people like
myself and nobody would stare at me, I'd like to open a
Japanese restaurant rlggt in the Japanese sectlon so I'd
get a lot of busliness,

1, Case History, p. 38,
2+ Case History, pp. 47-48
3, Case History, p. 48
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Bob concludes that he will be able to achieve happiness if

he is left alone, but his expectations are vague and he is rest-

less and uncertain of the future,

"I'm just hoping that I will be left alone, My aim in
1ife is to make & good living and be happg. I'da 1lke to
raise a famlly and meybe own & ferm or & business of my own
80 that my sons eould take over when I got old, Maybe I'll
get this wish some day if I keep working hard, Right now
I'm more interested in fun but thet's because I may be
drafted soon, When 1 g0 to Nebraska next week I'll probably
be working hard, I don't know where I'1l go from there but
I'm not worried, I'm still young and I've got a long time
to make up my mind and I know I'%l settle down sooner or
later and I know I won't get bad, All I'll do will be to
enjoy myself. That's one of the main objects of living.
It's no use being dlscouraﬁed all the time because that
doeen't get you any plece,"*

1, Case History, p. 50.




CH-4 Mrs. Temie lharsas

HOUSING

(Thie housing section is part of the Ihara femily cass,

and it will be sketched only briefly here.)

Temie, her child snd her husband originslly planned to re-
gsettle in Detroit, but they extended their Chicago visit inde-
finitely at the suggestion of relatives when they discovered
what a serious housing shortage there was in betroit. 4and,

"eeoesdllen agreed that I should not have to
go through ell the discomforts of getting an spart-
ment up there so he went on alone to Petroit to look
for an epartment.,....fut when he started to look for
an apartment, it wee sn impossible task. He tramped
around gll day and night for the two daye he was up
there, but he could not find a single vacant apart-
ment, Jletroit is 1257 overcrowded. When he came
vack, he was very discouraged., He did not think
that the WhA office there helped him ehough, We
talked it over and Allen decided that perhaps he
should get a job in Chicago since the living costs
were not as high and s house would be easier tc find,
I did not want to live in a laree city so we decided
to look for & plsce in one of the suburbs,"l

Tamie's housing expectstions soon dropped to a much lower
level,

"Since we have been in Chicago we have hunted
high sud low for an spsrtment. Allen thought of
buying & house in the suburbe and thédn having some
relativese come and live with ue and help mske the
payments. We talked it over for juite a while, but
hed to give the plan up because we don't have enough
money to make the downpaymente,"2

In desperation, Tamie snd her husband finally took s damp
besement spartuent, uvut she occupied tihe flat cheerfully.
"We couldn't find an apartment in the few weeks

that we have huntéd., My sister-in-lesw'se landlord
acted funny so that we wanted to get out as esoon as

l. Case History, p. 40.

2. Uase History, p. 40.
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possible. PFinally the landlord told her that

there weZe too many Japanese in the building.

There was an empty apartment in the ovuilding, but
we decided not to take it after he said that. The
landlord is a natmmalized German and he said that
the Army hed sent a man out to tell hEm that there
were too many Japanese there and that he could not
rent out any more roome to them. I think that this
was only an excuse.

"(The apartment which Tamie and her child and
husband occupies ie in the vasement of sn 0ld house
located in the cheap rooming house district of the
Near North Side. The entire neighborhood ie very
dirty. Most of the residente of the srea are single
transient men, slthough there sre an incressing num-
ber of defense workers' families who have moved into
the area., There sre a few feactories in the immedi-
ate vicinity., 1o the east, the area shades off into
the exclusive Gold Coset district, the home of the
extremely wealthy. A heavy esmoke hangs over the
district moet of the time. The spartment is located
near the back of the building so that a certasin
amount of sunshine ie available in the room. In one
corner there is a large double bed., Off to the side
there is a esmall closet with an icebox in it. A
large table is in the center of the room, On the
upper end, there ie a sink and stove. The door into
the room has no top partition so that anybody could
¢limb in. There is an o0ld chimney stuvck through thie
epace with an uncovered end which is full of blaek
€00t., & hard slamming of the door wonld make some of
this soot fsll down. <There are 2 number of other
Japanese in this area. Tamie is determined to assi-
milate ovt more into the greater American society,
but due to the housing shortage snd other reasons,
8he may ve forced back into an exclusive Nisel so-
ciety. Lhe very presence of a large number of Nisei
in the ares makes this development slmoet inevitasble
unlese she moves out into the suburbe ss she plene,
The interviewer got the impression that they sre
etill uncertain about their future onlans,)"

In the Iate fall of 1943, Tamie was able to find 2 five-

room unfurnished flst on the North Side. An arrangement was

made to vring in a boarder in order to share the expenses after

her husband was drafted into the Army in Avgust, 1944, his fa-

&, Case History, pp. 41-42,




mily gradually began to move into the apartment. In Janunary,
1946, Mrs. Ihsra finally took the second floor five-room apart-
ment for herself and the two children. In the spring of 1945
Mrs. Ihara took in two single girle se boarders and charged them

{12 a week each for room and bosrd in order to supprlement her

income eince she felt that the Army sllotment was not sufficient

to meet 81l of her expensee. She had no plans for moving at
that time as she believed thet she was much more fortunste in
houeing than most resettlers, despite the difficulty of cosal

heating a wooden frame buvilding during the winter time.




CH-24 LRose Hayashi Henderson

HOUSING

Rose and her child had no houeing sccommodations upon their

arrival in Chicago in October, 1942,
"I came to Chicago on October 6, 194%, As soon

ae I got here + found that it was very difficult to

find an apartment end I did not know whether I counld

find a place for uS.se..d 20t & temporary place

through some of my sister's friendes and then I went

over to live with another girls for s few weeks.

After that 4 moved in with my sister's room mate and

stayed there for two weeks. It was during this time

that Walter arrived in Chicago."l

A short time later LKose found a dingy two-room apartment in

-

the back of a basement where she remained with her "husband" and
two children uvntil she left for Califérnis in Janvary, 1946,
She was never gatisfied with the plece, but she was not able to
find a better apartment within her income level. 8Since 1940,
Hose has been constantly on the move s0 that she haes naver been
gettled in any one place for a long period of time.,

Her scdeptance of the poor living jvarters in Chicago was
a part of her general disorgsnization. After roing to Cali-
fornis lhocse stayed with a lMexican friend. She was not able to
find housing there so she moved to Salt Lake City in February,
1946, The exeessive traveling around wae too much of a hardahip

on her second child and she died sfter reaching California.

l. Case History, p. 82,




CH-20 Maeako Ishids Tashiro
HOUSING

Masako wee never able to find an spartment in Chicago com=
parable t0 her pre-war home. She and her husband evacuated
voluntarily to Chicago in June, 194Z, and she was immediately
shocked by the poor housing conditiones,

"eseseGeorge wanted us to move right in with
them as he said that there would be roowm, Imsgine
my surprize when we had to go uvp to the third floor
in e dimly 1it buildineg. I was shocked when I sew
what the apartment was sctuslly like, It wae e
two-by~-four spartment and it wae so untidy and dirty,
There were bags lajying sll sround the plece and ihe
beds were all unmsde. I couldn't see how gll six of
ue could possibly live in such a ¢ramp place a& that,
Lowever, I wae (00 tired to even think asbout looking
around for another plsce. George said that it was
almost imposesible to find an apartment, s0 we deci-
ded to etay for s 1ittle while.

"Thet evening we talked for = long time avout
our plsne. I was pretty tired snd 1 kept wonderine how
we were poing to sleep. Kiyo snd her mother went to
bed xixhx first snd they took the sleeping couch.
George and hie vrother, Kenji, took the other couch.
That meant thet Yosh end I had to 100k around for s
gspot on the floor., 4t was stifling hot that night and
I didn’t esleep very well, BEiyo discoursped my looking
for another spartment the next dey when she ssid that
I couldn't find & place., She said that her landlady
wee an Austrian asnd that wee why she wss nice to the
Nisel, &owever, I had no intention of sleeping on the
floor for any length of time 80 I asked the landlady
if she hsed another sleeping room in the building.
Fortunstely she did have one. KLijo and 4 decided to
sleep in thie single room. The next night Riyo went
to vbed first and about an hour lster she came rumning
in to tell uvs that there were hundreds of bedbvges in
the bed, We did not believe this 20 we all wen8 down
to look and sure enough there were hund reds of bedbugs
¢rewling all over the bed. It wae an amazing sight to
me. I think this crushed my morsle and 4 almost broke
down and cried. ¥We had to sleep on the floor once
more thet night." 1

le Case History, pp. 56-67.




Meekko snd her husband took over this apartment from their
friends and they continued to live there until Jeanuery, 1943
when they moved to the north side.

", eeseln our apartment where we moved in Jan-
uvary, 1942, the landledy wae afraid to take us at
firet, +~he told the other tenants that we were Chi-
nesc., Later when the other tenante found out that
we were Hihonjin, one lady #aid it wae oksy because
we were different as she knew that we were educated.
The lsndlsdy wae quite relieved thst there was s fa-
vorable attitude towerd us., However, she whe an
Auvetrian snd she did worry very much about our bel ng
in that building. There was one person who objected
to ve but I don't know who it wes., At eny rate,
gome FEI agent did check up on ue at one time accor-
ding to our lendlady.

"Around March, 1942, s new Avetrien landledy
came in to mamage the building. Shke and her husvand
were fairly decent people. I ueed to have long talks
with her snd she told me 8ll atout her 1life in Vienna.
She was well-educated. At thet time we were paying
$17 a week rent., 9®hen my sister came out from camp,
she steyed with us for & while snd then ghe toOk a
downetairs spsrtment in the ssme building with two
other Bigei gpirls. Yosh'e brother wse also staying
with us for a short time. W“hen my younger brother ‘
came out of camp we did not have any room for him 80
he stayed with another young Nisei fellow down the
gtreet and just ste with us. There was one Itsliasn
fellow who etarted to complain avout all the Jeps
erovnd all the time. Minally our lsndlord btegan to
ve afraid. She thought that she would lose her
other tenants,"?

After her separation from her husband, Maseko decided to
take & emaller apertment 20 she moved into & basement apartment
on Desrvorn 8t. "since there were no other WNisei in the build-
ing.” 19 76)

" e.seThe place rented for #6,50 a week and
that wae within my budget 80 I took it, There was

e clavee in the lesse that forbid renting this

apartment to Filipinos or Chinese vut nothing was
mentioned atout Japanese so I pot in, ILater on,

2. Case liistory, pp. 76-76.
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another Nisei girl (CH-24) moved in. My aparte-

ment ie large eunough for my purposes. I am com=~
fortable enough even though it is s basement sparte-
ment, 1 get enough light snd the ki tchen is larpe
enough for my purposes., I don't have s private uvath
"and that is one disadvantage. lowever, it is almoset
impoeeible for me to get a larger apartment with »
private bath with the income 4 have since my echool
ie quite an cxpense."®

Masako continued to live in this spartment vntil her in-

duction into the #ACs iIn the fall of 1944,

8. Case History, p. 76.




CH=40 Fusako Tanakas
HOUSING

When Fusako left the center.with her baby in November, 1943
to join her husband, ahe had high expectations of housing fa~

cilities, but this idea was quickly cruvehed by the reality of

the eituation.

"eeeesChuck brought me out to our new home the
first thing.

"When 1 first sew this apartument, I wae so die-
appointed ae it looked like the tenements in the
movies., ©Seattle is such 2 clean city and I couldn't
get over the contrast. But I wae glsd to be out of
camp and with Vhuvck so I resolved not to let the
rumoling El overhead bother me at all, My express
didn't come for three daye more so that I had to put
the baby in the dresser drawer to sleep thst night,
After that + got settled more end I found that it
waen't 80 bed. The neighbors sre »11 friendly to me
and + get along nicely with them whenever 1 meet them
in the street."3

Her husband thought that it wouvld do 28 a temporary home
becasuese of the diescrimination difficulties.

"It's a 2-rpom apartment or a flat, It's in a
fairly nice district. <he owner of the building cut
up seven roome into two apartments of three and four
roome, I got the one in the bsck with three rooms
in it. I got the kitchen, but the other fellow who
took the front aspartment got the bath., You see,
we've got a bathroom and a toilet in it a1l right,
bvt the owner took out the bathtub and put it into
the other apartment so we didn't have any bath there.
I looked sround in some of the second hand shope eand
found s bathtub to put in the place, so it's all
right now. JIhe owner is & Jew, but he's all right.
He wanted me to take out a one-year lease but I did
not want to 31&n ite I've pot my eyee on another
apartment that's a lvlv and I'm not sure that I'11
thke this apartment that 1've got now,

"The rent will be #27 a month, unfurnished. I
will have to buy sll the furniture, but 1 ve been
thinking thet 1'1]1 send for the stuff we 've got

l, -Case History, p. 62.
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stored away in Seattle., I fipured 1 might as
well bring all of it ont here,"%

"You know, I got turned down at S0 many places
thet L got to the point where 1'd ssk them right at
firet whether they'd be willing to take a Japanese.
I'd tell the lendlord when 1'd go up to their door
to ssk about an apartment, 'I want to ingufre sbhout
en apsrtment, 1'm an “merican of Japanese ancestry.
If you don't want to rent to me, let me know now &0
that + won't waste you time and mine.' Zhat's what
I told the Syriasn fellow snd he said thet he didn’'t
caere what 4 was as long a8 4 was a good tenant. The
Jewish landlord that promised me the first apsarxr tment
took the same attitude snd he owns half the block
around the place where he lives so he said that if
anyone bothered me he'd back me right up.

"One women who had an spartment near the shop
almost rented me gn apasrtment snd then she turned me
down when she found out that I wss Japanese. One of
the workers at the shop saw the For &ent sien on her
window and told me sbout it. I dashed over and took
a 100k at it. It was the Greek kid who saw the
place and he told the woman that 4+ wse Chinse, s0 I
guees she kept thinking I wss Chineee., I thousht I'd
take the plsce, vut the next day she phoned me and
gsaid that her husband nad slready rented the apart-
ment when she'd showed me the place, tut when I con-
tinved to see the for Eent cign out even after a
couple of weeks passed 4+ knew that she wae discrimi-
nating against me. It seemed thst she cslled up Mex
Mevey, the becrntary of the YMCA wherei]l'm staying
now, snd he'dé told her that i was Japsnese out a very
good tensnt who never made any trouble and paid my
rent on time., I guvese she bascked down when RPESEXE
whaxsrexsiiiingraroundxtharey vandxbepgxformeneyxin
Enyxesndyx she found out that I was Jopanese. One
deay I saw her on the streete when I was walking slone
g0 I stopped her snd reslly told her off. I called
her a nerrow-minded bigoted “evrew., LThat'e what I
called her, Boy, + was med.,"3

But Fusako was not satisfied so she phoned to seek a new

at the first opportunity.

"0f course, thies fdat does not compare with my
former home in Seattle where we had all new furni-

2. Case History Ch-207, p. 2.
Z. Cagse History CH-207, pp. 3-4.
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ture sand a well lighted front apartment., This
place is in the rear of the buildineg and I don't
get enough 1ight, It's not so good for the baby.
It etill needs to be cleaned and wall papered., The
building ie 8o 0ld and 4 feel so0 crowded here. But
I like it much better than cemp life and I wouldn’'t
chenge it for anything, At lesst I am leading my
own life without all of those restrictions amd I
feel free.

"As soon as the warm weather comes, wWe are go-
ing to look for a better place. we prefer to stay
in this neighbvorhood now as it is close to Chuck's
work, We can't afford to move into a nice modern
erea like pbefore becsuse the rents are =0 high, We
dou't pay very much for this place ae it is only 14
a month and that is much below the sverage of what
the other Nisei are paying. Our utilities run to
abtout §156 2 month."4

A year and s hsalf later, Fusako was still living in the
building, but etill dissatisfied.

"eeoeodf course, I am not satisfied with my pre-
sent housing yet. ¥for a while last yesr we did look
around a great deal for another plsce to live in ve-
cause we felt pretty crowded. Ve wanted to get into
& better plasce becauvse we had moved into the first
apartument with the understsnd ing that it would only
be temporsry. I expected too much in the way of
housing when I firet came out here vecause 4+ wanted a
place juet as good as our ~eattle home., I didn't
realize then thst housing was 80 hard to get.

"During the past year we were continuslly on a
lookout for s new plasce. On several occasiong we just
missed ovt bvecsuse we arrived s 1little too late. The
vetter places don't advertise in the newspapers so0 we
hed to walk sbout snd look for the signs. You have to
tske a place just e soon ss you see it becsuse if you
gtop end del iverste over it somebody else will jump in
and rent it from under your noee. A lot of places
that I went to didn't have any baths, 4 was 80 amazed
et this and I asked the landlord how he expected a
family to keep clean, He said that many homes in Chi-
¢ag0 did not have baths or showers but on Saturday
nighte taey would bathe in the kitchen, 1 felt that 1
could not move into sn apartment without s bath be-
cause thst would be lowering my standaZd of living,
Bven during the poorest part of the depression I've

4, Case History, pp. 52-52Z,
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always had a regular bath, I guess the Chicago
people have been deprived of so many things thst
they get used to it. One of the landlords was
telling me that msny apartment homes in the coloréd
digtrict didn't have any baths at sll. I don't see
how they can etend it. I don't see how any Nihon-
jin can move into & place without at lesst a bath
there. I just had to ignore those placee that dia
not have bathe,

"I did run up against a few discrimination cases
at times. Once a woman opened the door and said,
'No' and slemmed the door right in my face. The
other places were not so direct and they geave me a
long story about the place already being taken, 1
tried not to be sensitive about it, but I couldn't
help but feel that it was discrimination when I
would go the next day and see the sign still up.

"Finally last November the lady living upsteaire
got married so that we decided to move up here. 1It's
the same number of rooms but they are a little bigger
and the ppartment has more light. The rent is only
$17 & month end that's only $2 more than what we paid
downstaire., I'm satisfied with my housing for a
while, but I still would like to get a flat with at
least two bedrooms. I geve up looking for this year,
but maybe next summer I will start looking again be-
cause % lot of the defense workers may be leaving the
city."

Fueako preferred to remain in the district becaunse she knew

all of the stores and it was close to her husband's place of

work, She had no complaints to make of her landlord om the
other residents in the building as she had become very frééndly
with them so that she no longer feafed for her position,

"eeescdnyway, I can honestly say that there
never has been any discriuination againgt us in this
hovse, In fact, thies whole district is pretty good
a8 no one hae mentioned anything szbout our race to
ue, unless they usk us in a curiouvs way. When I
first came out here, I was very uneassy about my po-~
gition, btut I never worry about that anymore, A lot
of it has to do with having a child as most of the
people around here seem to like Sandy =0 much.
That's how we get acquainted with them. This is a

6. Caee History, pp. 66-67.




-5-

family district snyway and a lot of Germens live
around here. They are inclined to be more sympa-
thetic because a lot of them suffered during the
first war., A number of Nihonjin have moved into
this district but they ha ven't caused eny crowd-
ing at a8ll, When I firest moved into thies ares,
there were only two other Nihonjin families. Since
then about 10 families have moved in., They are
mostly Californians so I don't know them very well.

"At first 1 fakt very sensitive about other
Nihonjine moving into this district, but I don't
mind it et all anymore as I reslize that it doesn't
hurt me. There isn't any danger of grest numbers
moving in wecause there are few housing wvacancies.

I don't think a Japanese community could ever spring
up around here. I still think that if too many came
in, it wonld reflect against uvs but it hasn't in-
fluenced in that way yet. The district is full of
0ld German families anmd there isn't much of s change
over around here, 80 that not too many families can
move into the srea.,"®

But Fussko still 4id not plen to remain in Chicago indefi-
nitely.

"Our present plan is to stay in Chicago for the
duration, But eventually I would like to go to a
smaller town for Sendy's sske. I don't like a large
city as it is too herd for children. we were think-
ing of going back to Seattle after thinge got settled,
but it depends on housing snd Jjob possibility. We
don't have any property back there so that it wouvldn't
ve very easy for us to get relocated. We can't be
moving around indefinitely with children. But I still
feel that Chicsego is 10t the permanent place for us.

I also would like to move to a little higher-toned
neighborhood. It isn't because 4 feel superior to
our neighbors, but I don't approve of some of the
people around here who alldw their children to run
wild. A lot of the people sround here are coarce and
profane with their children and I don't want Sandy to
get that from them. . What I would like wouvld be &
house of my own,

"lf 4 had a house of my own, there would be a
lot more freedom.- In & flat, 2 child can't expresse
itself freely. We have to be considerate of the
people living telow ue, We are going to have arother
child next December and we hope for a boy this tiue,

6. Case History, p. 68.
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1'd 1ike to have at least three children, and Chet
says that thie ie the sbeolute limit., He came

from a large family himself and he had to sacrifice
all the time for the younger kids, He feels that

it isn't fair for the children if they can't all

get ejual opportunities, If we have to0 many child-
ren, we won't ve able to give them all that they
want or should have."7




CH=42 Masako Matsuoka
.HOUSING

Mrs., Masako Matluoka'had a very difficult time finding
suitable houeine for her family during her first two years in
Chicago. When she arrived in July, 1942 with her two c¢hildren
tojoin her husband, she was very disappointed with the smsll
three~room apartment her husband had found,

"eessel was never 80 disappointed in my life.
It wasn't much of & plece snd it was s0 small., I
wondered how on earth I could ever fix it up to make
it livable., I didn't show Een my disappointment as
he was having such a hard time to even find this
place and he wae worried sick how to take care of
us. That nieght we discovered that we had vedbugs in
the apartment €0 we just picked up our stuff asnd
left immediately ss it was impossivle for us to have
babies in s place like that., Wwe went to s hotel snd
we lived in 2 one-room place for sbout a week while
desperately hunting for another plece,"l

Magako and her husband finslly beceme so desperate for
houging that trey sccepted a domestic job and for the next yecar
they lived with their children in their employer's home (see
job section). Massko was never satisfied with this srrangement,

"eeessoWe hunted high snd low for an apartment
for months, After living at the walkers, our idesls
were high and we couldn't get satisfied with the
poor places that we did see. I sure wish we had ta-
ken one of those places now, #e were too picky so
that we lost out, Thines began to get worse and
worse the last two monthe we were there and it was
really an awful situastion all around, The vest thing
for us was to get out s soon as possible snd get a
fresh start,"2

In June, 1944,

l. Case History, pp. 60«Fl,

2. Case Bistory, p. 58.
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"eessoWe started to look day and night for an
apartment, %e would even sneak out during the day
to buy a newspaper to look through it for apartment
listings. ¥e had to find a place to move before Ben
could take a Job, Finselly, we were supposed to get
e week's vacation with pay. 1 thoueght of tsking the
kids to my folks in Cleveland and then Ben could pick
a fight with the walkere and walk out. They just
wouldn't let us go otherwise. We talked it over very
seriously and finslly decided against it ae we thought
we might nced the #alkers for reference some day,"®

Finally, Masako and her family moved in with a friend tem-
porarily, and,

"eeseel started to walk the streets every day
looking for an apartment vacancy. I wouvld take a
certain district after looking through sl1l the news-
papers and then wslk vup and down the sections to in-
vestigate the best leads,

"idost of the places I inquired about were already
teken by the time 1 got there. Other places didn't
look very good so I didn't bother to injuire further.
I walked sbout four hours s day and I really got dis-
couraged., I wanted to live in the same neighborhood
where we lived vefore as 1 knew the stores and I liked
the genersl district. &Sach day I would go up and down
different streets but there were few signs ont., I
didn't want to take a bLssement spartment because of
the children and L wanted to find a place with s pri-
vate bath, I was s0 disappointed at =0 many rlaces I
looked at. Some plsces I wae turned down and I am
sure it was diserimination. Yn “heffieldd Place I
found a vlace and 1 got all excited. ZBut when I
knocked on the door to =2sk sbout the flat, & short,
stout woman -tuck her head out of the door snd Jjuset
gaid no and sihaemhed the door, I was mortified but I
had several experiences like that so I Just took it
in gtride.

"About a week sgo I found & three-room unfurnished
apertment notice in the newspapers. I was getting to
the point where 4 would have taken anything so I just
went to sce, The ledy in charge of the house was very
nice vut she said there wee no private bath there.

Then she thought for & moment and said that there was
a possibility for a H~room apartment on the third
floor. +*he said to call her back about it the next
day. I called back several times but she still was

3. Case History, p. 659.
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not quite sure.....I certainly don't think I can
stand much more of apartment hunting, It's the
most discouraging thing in the world. uvory time
I got to & place 4 get s funni feeling and 1 just
know that 4+ will be refused.,”

In desperation, Massako took her two children to Cleveland

to Jjoin her parents while her husband moved into a hotel room
to continue his apartument hunting.

"eeeseAfter several weeks he finally did get a
temporary apartment., He rented it from Mr. Toguri
who owns the fish shop on the Near Horth Side.eess
He had Jjust opemned up & bosrding house and there was
a two-room apartment on top of the garsce in back of
the hovee which wae rented to us., Ben sent me a
telegram to return to Chicago immediately becsuse he
had found houeing and I hsd expected it to be some-
thing good. My morasle went way daown when I saw the
dingy two-room spartment, It was s horrible place
and it was dirty and it faced an even dirtier alley.
The place wese very bedly furnished and we were most
cramped for space. I hated to live there and I in-
gisted that we were going to move out at the first
opportunity., “very day I tried herd to find another
spartment but L just couldn't find a thing.

"We had to pay ¢9 s week for that dirty old
apartment and 4 felt that this was much too high a
rent for a place like that., Mr. Topuri's rooming
house wae just ae dirty and there were védbuge all
over the prlsce. The building was full of Nironjin
who hsd come out from Gils snd they covldn't find a
permsnent place £0 that they had to move in there,
Host of them only stayed sbout a month becauvse they
couldn't stand the unsenitery condition, They would
move on to snother place =& soon as possible, Mr,
Toguri's daughter-in-law cooked 80 that everyoody
bosrded there. They charged sbout 40 a month per
pereon for room and board and that was much too high
for the family eroupe 4 think that they did give
gome epecial rate for family gIOUpE vut moet fami-
lies couldn't afford that either."

In the late fall of 1944, Mssako moved into her present

epartment. ihe three-room apartment is on the third floor and

4, Cgse History, pp. 659-61.
6. Lase History, pp. 69-70,




it rents for $12.60 a week and it has a large back porch,

After eight monthe of living there, Masako was fairly well sa-

tisfied, except for the high rent which took half of her Army
allotment,

"The building is pretty quiet and I like it be-
cause 4+ don't feel like I am forced to be nice to
other people for fear of veing kicked out of my
spartment. The building is practically full of Ni-
honjin now, There are 10 Nihonjin living here and
only five hakujin fsmilies. Mo2t of the people here
are young couples although there are some single
Nisei on the first floor. A4 Nihonjin woman manages
this building for = resl estate company and her son
and daughter help her, <the former Nihonjin mensger
moved down to 18th and Clark to manage snother build-
ing. +*he present manager gets a free apartment here
and they pay the real estate company s fixed amount
each month so that they must b€ getting s falrly good
profit since 21l the rent in the building are fairly
high, ©®ome of the rooms were newly decorated so that
is why they were able to raise the rent above the 024
ceiling, We redecorated our own building but we had
to pay the higher rent too.

"Wnen we first moved into this apartment, it was
pretty filthy. The place was full of bedbugs =0 that
we had to throw out a lot of the furniture and send
for our own from Californis. We cleaned all the walls
off anéd scraped the floors., 4t took ue svout £ months
for ue to fix the place up. We did all of the well
papering ourselves. All I did wes scrud and scrub.
It's & livable place now and L hate to move out after
putting all that work into it., It feels more like
home than any other place that we have lived in since
recsettlement,

"I've thought of finding a smaller apartment
eince Ben got drafted lest April, but it's too aiffi-
¢ult to get any kind of housing because of the actte
grhortage heres, I know how it ie because I have looked
around so much, I ran into a number of cases of dis~-
erimination in my house hunting before. The Letter
places would give all sorts of excuses like it hae
just been taken, bvut I knew that they were lying. The
signs would still be out there the next day when I
went by. Very few of the landlords came right out and
gaid that they did not take orientals, but I knew that
was what they mesnt., It certainly was a most discour-
aging feeling and I wouldn't want to go through it
again,
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"Ir this building 4 get slong with the land-
lord very well and 4 have no complaints against them
at all except for thehigh rent. +he Nihonjin man-
ager Who was here before was also very nice to ve as
my bhusband did a lot of plumbing here for him. <Lhat
is why we got the place originally. When we first
moved into this building over three~fourths of the
16 spartments were occupied by Caucasians, Now there
are only five Caucasiane left here. 4s soon as they
move out, other MNihonjin moved in so that pretty soon
it will be all Nihonjin, I onl; know the Cevwcasisn
tenants left here very slightly, but they all seem
nice. 1 guess they do resent it beczause the Nihonjin
seemed to be pushing them out,

"4 don't know the Nihonjin living in this build-
ing 00 well, just the ones on this floor as we all
mind our own business. The neighbors srouvnd here
don't scem to object to us at all, I have done some
housewoik for the people in the next building and
they seem t0 be very nice. ZLhey don't kave an super-
iority attitude against us and they didn't have any
patroniziug attitude towards me. +here's not very
many Other Japsnesge living in this area but the number
is increasing month by month, 4 don't think that too
many mor¢ will be able to move in becsuse there Just
ien't the housing available around here. 4wery once
in a wnxle i see s new Nihonjin face in the district
but 4 don't think that there are over 100 in the whole
area., ‘herc just isn't any danger of them flocking in
too heavily vecause most of the fsmilies here have
veen living in the neighborhood for many years and
they are not moving out too rapidly. I don't condemn
the #ihonjin for taking advantage of every housi ng
vacsney that is open to them vecause things are so
hard for them a&s it is, However, i don't think we
will ever have a Japanese district around here., I
certeinly hope not because 4+ think that our area is
reaching the saturation point right now. If too many
people move in, then the hekujin sre going to resent
it very much, &ight now they seem to accept the Nisei
fairly well vecause the group has a pretty good edu-
cation and they are not ignorant.

"The way I feel now, I think that I will stay
right here in this apsrtment for the durstion even
though the rent takee half of my sllotment, We've had
some pretty difficult fimancial struggles ever eince
we left the domestic job. We never @&id get ahead very
much because there was slways one emergency after ano-
ther coming up snd Wwe had to dig into our reserve fund
until it was practically gone,"®

6. Case History, pp. 71-73.




CH-49 Mrs. Shimasaki

HOUSING

When her husband wae unable to find housing after some
monthe in Chicago, Motoko brought her three children out of
the center in the spring of 1944 to stay with her sister (CH-26)
in her apartment temporarily.

"21iji then said for me to hurry uvp and get
clesned up so that we could go hunting for an apart-
ment right awayy He had been unavle to find a place
for our femily in &ll the months he had been out
here, He thought thet he hed a vlace lined up, but
I didn't 1like it when I saw it becsuse the kitchen
was too dingy. We tried to get into a lot of apart-
ment houses uvut we didn't have any luck at all and I
began to sppreciste the hard time we had. For the
next few weeks, 8ll we did wae go house hunting at
every opportunity.

"We were very crowded living with Yone as she
had a2 family of her own, All of her friends were
trying to help us find sn apartment. We could only
find vacancies on the fourth floor imn many places

but I didn't vwant to take any of these as it would

" have been too hard for my children to go up and down
those steirwaye. 4n other places I felt sure I wap
discriminated ageinst because the landlady refused
to let us look at vapancies., We tried to get a
place on Sheffield St, but we were given the run=-
around by the owner.

"Finelly we loceted & place on the second floor,
The lsndledy there wes a Germsn lady and she had
fovr kids of her own, She wanted to see me first so
I went and talked to her and to inspect the apart-
ment, I liked it fairly well after all those weeks
of hunting so I enid we would take it. Then she
gaid that she had to get the apartment fixed up a
little but couldn't find s carpenter or plumber to
do the work, EijJi went out and located s plumber
and a cappenter. We were relieved to be finally
settling down, Eiji went to pay for the apartment.
The German lady immediately began to ery when she
saw him and said thet it would not be safe for us
to move in because the people next door had threat-
enee to burn the house down if any Japanese moved
in,

l, Case Bistory, pp. 66-67.




Motoko became demperate for houeing so she sought the
assistance of the WkA., ©®he wae too fearful of moving into the
apartment her husvand found, snd "I wag just about resdy to
give vp in discouragement when our luck turned." p. 67) A
roomy unfurnished flat was rented from a church, and the family
immediately purchased a great deal of second hand furniture
(over «200 worth). Motoko made arrangements to seel most of
her furniture stored in California., 4#otoko felt that the chief
difficulty wae the crowded space.

"I really wouvld like to have another bedroom
but these roome are juite large s0 I am fairly sa-
tisfied with this. errangement, Most of the other
Nisei seem to live in such dinky pleces on the third
and fourth floore but we are on the first floor and
there is only one other family in the building, &ev,
Kelly's. One thing I miss here is 2 backyerd and a
plsce to hang up my laundry. For Chicapgo this is
gupposed to be pretty good but it wouvldn't compare
to our little home vack home. I still would like to
g0 back to Cslifornia but if we stay here in Chi-
cago we will stick to this house as 4 doubt if we
can get sn,thing better without psying a fortune,

I would like to live wmore out in the cogn&ry ags 1
don't care for the city life too much,"

Durine the following months, excellent relationshipe were
established with the minister, landlord, and the family gradu-
ally began to find social adjustments throueh the church,

By June, 1945, the family was well established and Motoko

hhd postponed pléns for returning to Californis vecavse of fear

of possible pepercussions,

"I don't think that we will be going vack to
California for a while yet even though Eiji'e bro-
ther has a farm ovt there. I own s home in Sants

Barbare too but it's no use going there becsuse the
feeling isn't too good. I certainly don't want to

2. Case History, p. 68
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g0 where I will be @iscriminated against. It will

be much wor se from now on because of the war with
Jepan, ZBut the main reason why we are not planning
to go is that Eiji will probably lose his deferment
even though he is almost 36 and has three children,

I doubt if he could pase the physical because he has
& weak bsck but I have heard that the Californis
boarde are drafting Nicsei fellows almost as fact se
they g0 back there. We have s friend who is Z8

years 0ld and he has five children but he is not
going to mske plans to return to Californis until he
is 89 years 0ld., He is going to have a uig psrty on
that virthdsy becauvse then he definitely cean't Le
drafted. ¥rom whet I heve heard, the Nihonjin aren't
too welcomed back there snd I'd just se =oon stay out
here because we sre gettineg settled, Chicago is no
place for children though. #e would like to find s
larger apartment bvut where can we find housing

around heref?"?

Motoko, at that time, 8till was not fully satisfied with

her flast.

"Housing is still a provlem with us, but not as
acute as for other ¥isei, We don't have enough room
here, but it's the vest that we can do, Our dsugh-
ters are growkpg up so that one room for them isn't
enough. <ven then, our aspartment is a lot vetter
than mogt of those I have seen of my friends, and we
have btought 811 of ouvr own furniture now, I'm paint-
ing the bsthroom right now and there is still some
fixing up to do. If we only had snother bedroom, I
would be completely satisfied. I puvess I can't com-
plsein because we are more fortunate than most Nisel,
I feel sorry for those eirgle Nisei who have to live
in some dark room in a dirty old hotel or epartment
house. <The family groups get a2 little bigger place
but they have their problems too. Our friends Jjust ;
find it impossible to get nice énviromments for their
children as there is no other place to move."4

Motoko had tentatively given up her desire to move to a
suburb vecause she felt that the socisl adjustment of her family

was adequate,

3. Case History, prp. 80-81.
4, Case History, p. %1.




"Eventuvally we will have to move to another
house, but I'd rather stay in this neighborhood, I
em thinking of reconverting thies large living room
into two bedroome for my daughters and then we could
menage quite nicely. There seeme to be a few more
Japanese moving in around here vut not many., I've
seen some Of them at the store where I trade but it
seems that more are going_into the Wrightwood area
atout three blockse down,"

6. Case History, p. 92.




CH-64 Vivian Kimoto Kurihara
HOUS ING

When Vivian came to Chicago from Ohio in July, 1944 to
Join her husband, she was unavle to find housing so that she
took a domestic jou to solve the provlem. The arrancement did
not work out very éatisfadtory 80 the couple moved to a rooming
house operated for resettlers et 5010 Drexel Blvd., and during
Cctober they searched for a more permanent apartment,

"eeseelit was rather painful. Zvery day we
epent hours and hours looking for s decent place to
stay in and we didn't find a single good place dur-
ing the first two weeks. I wanted a nice place of
our own and 4+ also wanted to pick out & place where
I thought wouldn't be too many Nisei living because
we preferred to ve alone, There were » lot of
plasces that 4 went to that had vacency eignes up but
those signe were not supposed to be seen Ly me or
any Nisei, I kept looking snd 41 got pretty discour-
aged. I was even thinking of taking s place at $80
a month st Maple Manor but it wessn't worth even
one=-third of that., We finally locsted this plsce
and 4 am glad that we have a roof over our heads now
even though the ceiling looks as though it's going
to fall down and the electricsl system is all hay~-
wire,"1

Vivian paid {64 a month for the single sleeping room, and
narrow kitchen apartment with 2 private bath, She was not able
to keep it by herself after her husband went into the Army in
December, 1944, so she got two girl friende to move in with her,

In June, 1945, Vivian left Chicago to rejoin her husband

in Minneapolis as he had been assipgned to the language school

at nearby Fort Snelline., ©She had no houeing in adiance. but a

brother~-in-lsw promiged to put her up until ehe could find a
more permanent location. Just prior to her departure from

Chicago in late June, 1945, Vivian felt that she would be

1. Case History, pp. 84-85.
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living in Minneapolis permanently since her husband planned to

settle down there after the war., Vivian's housing hOpee for

the poet-war period were rather optimistic.

"eeoesl have all sorts of good plans for the
future, We plan to build our home eventually be-
cause I don't want to live in small apartments all
of my life. ZLhat's sn smubition we have aniway.
That's why I am working and saving money."

2. Case History, p. 107-108




CE-56 Mrs. Sonoko Wakamatsu

HOUSING

Mrs, Wakamatsu and her husband were sent by the Chicago
WRA to 5010 Drexel, a rooming houvee operated by s Caucasian
womsn immediately upon their srrival into this eity in June,
1944, (See CE-50 and CH-52 regarding this house)

"When we got to thie building we were given a
bare room in the back immedistely. It only had two
pleces of furniture in it but we dida’'t care. All
we wanted to 4o was to get into bed mnd sleep be~
cause we were exhausted. 3But first of all, we took
our firset tub bath in two years and then we tumbled
into bed at 3:00 o'clock in the afternoon, We were
80 grogey that we had no ides where we were. We
slept for about 20 howre strasight through before we
got up.”l

Mrs. Wakamatsu's initisl expectation in housing were soon
crushed, and one dissppointment followed sanother.

"Firat thing I did after getting refreshed was
to try to get housing for ourselves.....]l am still
looking. I looked 211 through the Want-Ads snd I
was quite hopeful at first buvt I soon bvecame dis-
couraged bedause I found thaet the Chicspgo people
weren't too receptive to Japanese or else housing
was too scarce. I called many places and ssked if
they would take Japanese~-Americans as tenants but
nine out of ten landlords answered 'No'. On our
housing rounds, we have not experienced any dis-
agreesble incidents but the landlords tellius in =
roundsbout way that we are not wanted. They give
some excure sbout the spartment Jjust being taken or
something like that, I wish that they would be
frenk and tell us right ouvt instesd of building wp
our hopes and telling us to come back later when
they have no intention of giving us a place later.
I have even left wkkihxssxe my name with several big
real estate compmnies to see if they could find a
place for me. Zthe agent for the South Company has
been trying very hard to find living quirters for
us bvot he has not been successful for the past five
weeke., He is a very nice person but he tells me
thet he can't even find a place for his Caucasisn
friend,

1. Case History, p. 91.




"Some of our friends have given us several
leada out here but usually the spertment is too
dirty end 4 wouldn't think of living in them,"%

The Wakamatsu finally found an apartment on the South 3163

but they immediately moved back to 65010 Drexel becaunse of the
general unsanitary condition of the place,

"eeeosel did find & three-room spartment on
blet St. but it wae small, I thouvght thet I could
meke this spartment a liveble place g0 I spent e
whole dey scrubbing it up., The spertment wae just
bleck with coal dust. We mowed all of our things
over there and that night we were eaten up by bed-
vugs. 4+he very next day we moved right back here.
My busband's legs were s0 sweollen from the bedbug
bites that he couldn't even put his shoes on. I
counted over 37 bites g£hx on my neck where the bugs
had followed the lining of my psjamse, The lend-
lo1d wae very dissgreeable when I scked her for my
£20 depoeit snd 1 had a most difficvlt time getting

. it basck. 7The difficulty wae that I hed endorsed a
c¢heck I hasd given to her. She clesimed thet she had
a right to keep the money becsuvse we had brought the
bedbuge in. That was & preposterous story smd it
c¢ertainly made me anpgry. 1 finally had to take the
matter to a lawyer and eventuslly the landlady gave
vwe $16 of our money back. We had to pay {56 Just to
get all bitten up by bedbyes cne vwiecht, It was my
guardian's cousin who handled the cese. FHo wae a
very exclueive lawyer here in the city and I suppose
I embarrscrsed him no end by bringing up svch s small
case to him in his big suite of office down in the
Loop. He must heve become & lavehing stock with sll
of his partnere. 1 was in peed of that {20 and that
is why I mede such a fues,"

After three months, Mrs, Wekamestsu was extremely discouraged

L3
by the actbe housing situvation in Chicago.

"Ever eince that time we have had a horror of
house hunting, We pay $60 & month here for one room
end we have to share a bsth., We get kitchen privie-
leges along with other people on this floor, (Full
description of this house hes been given in CH=-50,
etc.) The only good thing about thie place is that

2. Cgse History, p« 91,

S Lase History, pp. 92«92,
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it is free of bedbugs and that is a great comfort
to meéss.se

"We expect to have a difficult time getting =
good place, #ost of my friends have moved eight or
10 times within a year, but they now have nice
apartmente, They have to pay rather expensive rents
though, I £till haven't given up hope and we just
have to start out again because we are paying abso-
lutely too much here for just a sleeping room. It's
beyondé me how they allow all those Ads for unsani-
tery apartments to go inte the newspapers. Those

- places listed are wrose than slums and we never had
enything like thet in California., I guess we are
€poiled Lecause we were used to liviug in a home of
our own in California. Camp was different becsuse
we reslized that wae an emergency and we had no con-
trol about our housing., We hsed to take stslle and
berracke and like it. DBut we figured that since we
are now free people, we gshould hsve s choice sbout
where we live"and we would like 1t to be & fairly
decent plsace.

(Pp., 94-96 pives eome description of the types of houses,
residents snd their problems.)

In July, 1946, Mrs. Wakatsu was still located at the same

temporary rooming houvee, She had not given up apartment hunt-

ing in the interval, but psrt of the reasons for her difficulty
was the lack of time because of her work snd on insistence upon
a fairly high housing standard.

"Oh dear, we still have our housing problem
with ve and i don't know when we sre g2oing to mmove
out of this place. W#e keep looking around all the
time and we have a resl estate man looking for us
too. I'm first on the list at the resl estate com=
pany, but 1 don’'t get very wany calls because there
is such a housing ehortage. I've followed sll of
my friends' lesds but somebody alwaye seems to beat
me to the place because I can't get out so conveni-
ently. I haven't run into any discrimination in
houveing this yesr. Mr, Gordon of the Seltz and
Southman real estate company told me that more land~
lords are now asking for Nihonjin tenante g8 the re-
settlers have gotten a fine reputation in keeping up

4, Cagse History, pp. 92-94,




up the spartment and for being prompt with the pay-
ment of the rent and for their neatness, That

speaks pretty well for us. Eut the main difficulty
ie that there sre so few plsces left open, I don't
bleme it on any attitudes toward the Japanese slone.

"The funniest thing happened to me last week,
Hippo Shibsta's sister c¢slled me vp once snd said
that the «RA had given her a good lead for a five-
room apartment vacancy and she wanted to give me
firet choice at it as I have been looking for so
long. 4t was described ss being such a nice place.
#hen I went over there, bvelieve it or not, it wsas
the very same place where we had gotten bitten up
Ly the bedbugs snd were forced to move ouvt., I
wanted no part of that place even though the other
Japanese there didn't seem to get bothered by the
vedbugs. LIt seems that the only way to get decent
housing is to get a whole house but most of the
living accommodations in Chicago are in spartments
aud they are too dirty.

"In 8ll this time that I've been looking, I
have not been able to get a decent plsce. I've
looked and looked snd my time is limited becsasuse of
my worke. Jl've gone in and examined s lot of vacan-
cies but not one 0f them have satiesfied me because
they were so awful, 1 feel that it has to be s
better spartment than the one we have now or else
we won't move. We expect to remsin in “hicago for
at least asuother year, but lately we have been
hearing from gome of our Japsunese friends in Csli-
fornis that conditions sre much better out there
now than expected."b

#hile #dre, Wekamatsu wae in Cglifornia earlief in the yesr,
she decided to cancel all negotiastions for the sale of her home
as she now expected to return to the Coast eventualdly.

"I went to see my home there. The tenasnt was
very nice and she greeted me with open arms, KLvery-
thing looked the same and I just couldn’t give it
up. The tenant begeged me not to sell the house as
ghe is only paying us {20 a month rent. I had eigned
all the papers to sell our home except the final
onee; but 4+ decided then and there that I would not
gell. ¢e are going to fix the place up and I think
that we might go back there to live in another yesr
Or 80,

—

6. Case History, pp. 142-143,




"I don't hate Chicago but I am very afraid of
this cold weather out here because I am 80 suscep-
tivle to colds. Californis seemed 20 clean compared
to the cities out this way. The weather was =0 mild
there when I was viesiting sand 1 wanted to get back
to the familiar things, but I decided that we had to
te practical. I think thet the people really live
ovt there in Californis and they have much more of a
@elight in the home life. In Chicago everyone livee
in an spartment and there isn't too much sttention
paid to the California way of living,"6

6. Case sistory, pp. 148-149,




CH-66 Mrs. Ida Shigaki
HOUSING

Mre., Shigaki had several different housing changes after

she ceme to Chicago becsuse of dirt, bedbugs and =ttitudes of

landlords,

"#hen we first got here we stayed at Newberry
lotel where Dick's friemd lived. It was a dirty
place but we considered it as the start of our
honeymoon because it was the first chance we really
had to be alone even though we had been married for
over a year by then, After a day or so resting up,
VDick went out to look for an apartment anéd to re-
gister at the colleg@icsss

"All thie time Dick wes going around looking
for rooms. We finally got an apartment on Chewtnut
5ts It was 80 dismsl and dirty there thst we could
not stand it. &very place we went we found bedbugs,
fhere was no way of getting awey from it. We moved
to another spartment on Superior »t. but we didn't
like it, 1t was too hard to cet a better place so
we Jjust stayed on and on, We were there for over a
year., +hen in July, 1948, DPick got drafted into the
Army 80 I went up to live on Winthrop S5t. way up on
the dorth Sides The landlady was terrible there.
She didn't want any Nihonjin friends to come around.
I juet didn't like her attitude even though I didn't
have mppy Nisel friends coming around to see me,
fhat'es why I moved down here on Rush S8t, last Ycto-
bcr when_ Yoris ihara (CiH-29) went to live with her

famil:j."
Mre., Shigaki felt that the discrimination factor mede the
houging ad justments of all resettlers ejually as difficvlt as

hers because it prevented them from getting the more desirable

places,

"We never had any real houeing diecrimination
experiences ourselvee but our friende have told us
their troublee. The only thing wae that the nicer
places wounldn't take ues in because we were Japenese.
‘hey would say that the place was Jjust taken or
some thing like that. They were slways polite about

l. Case History, pp. 57-58.




it so we didn't catch on for a long time that we
weren't wanted., It certainly fed me up. We had to
walk all over and only the dirtiest apartments with
bedbuge were shown to ue, It was pretty sad. I
guess housing conditions are even werse now as the
Nisel don't seem to be able to get any kind of a

[»)

place.."~

Mrs. Shigaki was still living in the same apartment in July
1946. She had a number of complaints to make about the high
rent end the attitudes of the landlady.

"I'm living in this apartment alone right now
&8 I can't take a room-mate, There just wouldn't be
enough closet space for two of ues in this Pullman
apartment, It's not very practical for me to live
here slone vecause the rent is so0 high (§42.560 a
month) thst I have to use my Army sllotment to pay
for it. bPut it'e much too small to bring in another
girl and it would be too inconvenient, The landlsdy
here is very fussy and she complesins becaunse Vivian
(CE=54) pgete too msny phone ¢alle snd she has too
many visitors. The landlady told Vivian yesterday
to get her own telephone or else get out. She seolde
us if we use too much hot water. There asre only
geven Nisei in this building and we all live here on
the second floora

"The landlady hss no kicks coming because I pay
& high rent and 1 only sleep here. . I furnish my own
linen and 4 never fause any disturbance around the
place. I have a lot of dissatisfactions about this
apartuent but I can’'t do too much avout it, I don't
have enough heat here and there are bedbugs. The
only nice thing about my apartment is the private
vath becsuse it is s0 difficvlt to get one in an
apartment in Chicago. Due to the preeent housing
shortage, I think I will stay here as long a8 I am in
Chicsgo., I may go home to Hawseii, but it all d epends.
I just can't make any definite plens about my future
right now,"®

Mre, Shigaki believed that the best solution wes to move
into widely scattered places and she objected to other Nisei

moving into her building, for fear that it would Jjeopardize her

2. Case History, pr. 58-59.

S« Case History, ». 59,




own situation., Apparently the other Nisei in the building held
a gimilar attitude.

"I get along well with everyone living in the
building end I know them all., <There are three Nisei
gsisters next door wut I don't telk to them too often
becauge they seem to want to be too exclusive. They
don't seem to want to associate with any Nihonjin
living here snd I don't care because that is their
privilege and there is no use for Nisei to bunch to-
gether,

"I think that the Nisei should spresd out in
housing because the landilord gets fussy when too many
come in. The eight here are just ehough and I would
not want to see any more Nisei moving in. The trouble
is that we have to go only where we will be taken and
not sll places are willing to have us because of the
lingering suspicion. That's whst causes all the con-
gestions, especially in certain districts. There are
a 1ot of Nisei who believe in spreading out bvut they
can't do it because they can't find housing. It is
easier to go where other Nisei have psved the way."4

4, Case History. ppo 59°600




CH=10 Chohei Sakamoto
HOUBING

Since ¥y, Sgkamoto was in ill-healtk, his wife and son
had the major responsibllity for house hunting.

"eesesWe come right to the hostél and rested up
the first day we were here. Then we had to mske
plans for what we were going to do. #e heard avout
how hard it wae to get an apsrtment 20 we got wxm
worried right away.

"After telking it over we decided that we should
get an spartment before getting a job becavse after
my wife and son started to work, it would be harder
to loock for & place, 1 would not be sble to go out
by myeelf to look for a place because of my health,
At first we did not believe the people at the hostel
when they t0ld uc hew hard it was to find a house.
But after u week of hunting we started to believe
them, It wees a grest worry after that., Wiy wife and
son went out every day to look for e place. They
wonld come home sll tired out. +hey weut all over,
At Tirst they went to the Amerlcan friemde office snd
the WRA end Mr, Fort slso gave them suggestions but
none of them tuined out 0 that we started to look at
the Yant-ad pection smd Juet laking a chance by walk-
ing sround ané locking for vacancy signs. there was
no luck in this snd we were discoursged. Iy son and
wife would come home at night and tell me about their
experiences during the day. 4+fter my wile started to
work, 4enneth had to go look for en apartment by him-
gelf. He had a very difficult time for the next two
weeks, it was hard to get s houee because there were
a lot of plasces which would not rent to orientals.
‘hat's the ouly reason why it was so hard because
there are many vacaucies,

"My son would g0 into an empty place and ask
them if he could look at the room. They would look
strange at him and tell him that the place was just
rented, <ome were more blunt snd they woundd sey that
they would net rent to Filipinos, C hinese or Japan-
ese., ZLhis heppened many times sand I think thet it
was racial discrimination., &y son looked all over
the ¢ity. I know that it is hard to get housing here
beceause of the great shortage tut it is harder forx
the Japanecc becsuse many placee do discrimimate.

Mr. Forte sald that there wes not much discrimination,
but my son can tell you different becausc he was the
one that went out and telkesd te these people and was
refused, "

1. Cage Bigtory, pp. 66-06.
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aAfter a month of "discouregement and hard lueck, Mr. Saka-

moto's son finally found & 4-room furnished apartment for 63 a

month rent (2 bedrooms, smell living room, kitchenette and s

private bath).

"The house is located on the upper end of the
Near HNorth ~ide, on Yesrbornm ®t. It was formerly a
medium middle class residential area but in the past
few years more and more transiente had moved into
this earea, ~irectly below and sbove this particular
location, the aress ars composed of chesp boarding
houses which have a large transient population which
moves in anéd out. Therc has bsen a trend towards war-
workers' femilies coming into this distriet in recent
months., There appesrs to be a preponderance of single
mwen snd women in the immediste locality, however, the
imuediate district where ¥r, Sgkamoto lives, there
appears 10 be & greater degree of stability and a
larger aumber of individuel familiee., ZThere are juite
a numper of other evscuees living in this neighbor-
hood. In the particular house where 4r, Sakesmoto
lives, there are 6 or 10 other Japenese. <he landlady
is of German extrsction and apparently kindly dispcsed
to the evacuees. My, Sakemoto stated thet his sonm had
applied in the next block for s vacancy and bhad been
refused becsuse of racial discriminstion,”~

Mr. Sakamoto was not satisfied with the spartment because
“it was too gloomy” =0 that the family started to look for sno-
ther apartment only in the fall of 1943,

"lesessThe reason that we wanted to move wae not
becaunse we did not like the people in the building
but becavse we wanted a sunnier place on aceount of
my health, We also felt that safter my wife got her
operation she would need a sunny pleace in order to
regain her strength.,. <+here was s woman married to a
Japsnese (Mr, arita) livinmg in thie building. She
was an elderly women snd I hesrd she wes a gypey from
Austrelisa, We first met her at the hostél when she
ptayed there and she used to tell our fortunes for
fun., Anyway Mr, end Mre. Arita moved up to Sheridsn
£d, Juet sbout the beginning of thie month., She told
my wife that there was a 3~room apartment near her eo
leet Sunday, September 5, my wife and boy went uwp
there to look at the apasrtment, They iiked the plsce
right away so decided to take it after putting down »

2., Case History, p. 6%.




deposit,

"Our new spertment ieg in a nice location near
the lske and it is quiet and in s good district.....
The spartment is located only one btlock away from
the =dgewater Beach Hotel and you have to take a bus
to get there. 1t 18 rented to ues for {11 a week and
we will have a large bedroom snd a big living room
with a studio couch where my boy cau sleep., There
ie aleo a very big kitchen and a tile toilet and
wash basin, We have to share s bathzoom with another
party thet lives on the same floor,"d

(needs follow-up)




CHE~Z Junji Oyama
HOUSING

In Mey, 1943, Junji came to Chicago to Join his wife,

They moved t0 2 small EZ-room apartment on the South 3ide, but
Junji felt that he wae too cramped snd that 1t waes not better
than the camp barracke since 1t aleo hed bedbups.

Junji lived on & foirly high stendard prior to evecuastion
and he now feele that a temporary cerampine like the csmp apart-
ments is not necessary. 4 large double bed takes up most of
the room. ZThe kitchen is rather narrow, RFor an extras dollay
& week, the landlord put in snother bed in the kitchen so that
we can teke in friends overnight., 4 bsthroom is shared with
other roomers on the third floor where Junji is living. The
thing which causes Yunji the prestest diecomfort is the btedbues,
The 1endlord told him that most of the spartments in Chicsgo
have them but he can't resign himeclf to all that biting st
night and he plans to either get out or get rid of the bedbugs.
Back in Caglifornia having bedbupges wsg sn unmentionsble subject,
but the people around here talk quite freely sbout it. A
refrigerator, s smell radio, several trunks, and some pleces of

forniture complete the furnieshinge of the spesrtment. Junji

feele that it ie no different from the crowded camp and he

stated that he wes looking for a more homelike plasce. "I would
hunt harder, btnt 4+ don't know when I will be c¢alled for the

Arny and I may go off to school 80 that we can't plan on getting
too settled.” (p. 40)zxxysxExthimkxmeskxofxkkxs

Barly in 1944 Junji's psrente relocnted to Chicago and pur~

chased two lerge buildings, one on the north side snd suother on




the south side which he reconverted into Japsnese hotels. Junji

and higs wife ilmmedistely moved into one of them.

ineeds follow-up)




CE~14 James Mihara
HOUSING

Jemes arrived in Chicago in the sumnmer of 1947 with a very
pessimistic attitude towards housing., He believed that this
viewpoint wae justified when he recslled his housing experiences,

"Times are hard for all of uvs and we have t0 ex~
pedt & lot of discriminatione. V"hen I pgot here, I
had s tough time finding s houvse., I wonld walk sround
and when I saw s vacancy sign I wonld go in and ask
for it. The landlord would look at me funny and say
thet 1t wae juet rented five minuntes ago. I would go
outside bLut when I came back next day the asign wes
gti1l1 up, 4in other pleces they would tell me that
they did not want Japanese and other orientesle in the
building. They think thet we are going to lower the
rent. l'reported some of these csses to the #“HA but
they ean © do snything about 1t., They said that it
was uone-of thelr business. They know that it is hsrd
for ue and they don't want to get iavolved if they can
belp it. Lihe demn lady down there told me all about
the other #isei who got spartments and she actually
tried to tell me thet there was no housing discrimins~
tion. I just told her to come out with me once and
see for herself bnt she said that she was too busy.
That diespgusted me. Finally I lied sbout my national-
fity, I told them that I wes a Hswallan, I finally
got thie place from the Jewish lendlord and he don't
care if we are Chinsmen as_long ae we behave ourselves
and pay the rent on time."l

At firet Jeamee was very grateful to the Jewish lasndlord who
him in.

"You know, we have 28 Nisei in this building.
They were allowed to come in here because of the
kindnese of the ownere., They don't cause any trouble
and they pay their rent promptly and they never make
a lot of noise so that the landlord likes them. The
landlord is a Yew. Thst's why he's taken pity on the
Nisei. ZThieg ies not like many Jews who cheated the
clothes off of our bscks in California Jjust before
evacuation, ®Some of the Jews are all right, eepeci-
ally those out here. They are not such money grsbbers
like the Cslifornis ones."2

1., Case History, pp. 13-14.

2. Case History, p. 10,




By the spring of 1944, J ames became very diesstisfied with

his spartment because of o growing dissetisfsction with the

landlady, but he was diseonrngbd becsuse of the discriminstion

obstacles. His commente at that timeR:

"I've been looking around for a new apartment,
but it s pretty demn herd to find. You go up and
down the streete, and then go up to an spartment
building where they got a sign out, end they slam
the door in your face. Or they te¢l1l you the apart-
mente filled, and you know damn well it's a lie be=-
cange the signs still out the next day when you come
sround, I'm getting s0 I don't like to ask about
spartments., Maybe those atrocity stories had some-
thing to do with it,

"I got to pet a new plsce., Our landlady raised
the rent on us two dollars g week, I told hor she
conldn't do that beemuge it'z against 0PA regulations
and I refused to pay. °She says the rent was lower
then the OPA celling to begin with. S0 I went down
1o the'ORa to ask them a2bomt it, and they said she
couldn't do that te mue, and promiged to send somebody
out to-check on it. I went down a couple of times,
but they haven't sent anytody out yet, 8¢ I've given
up, . This landledy is en ltallian, neme's Scarla,
She's juet like a gangeter the wey she acte, The
first time she came up to raise the rent, I refused
to pay, and she told us to get out. I wouldn't de
sither. <£hen one Sundsy when we're at home, she canme
up with eight big Itelians-~Jjuet like gangsters. 1
had to pay uvp. Scarlas’'s a famous pangeter's name,
youv know,

"There aye 27 Japsnese living in our bpuilding,
This Scarle doesn t own the building; she's just the
manager for s Jewish fellow who owna® the place,
After she raised the rent on us, I notided that she
didn't include the extra two dollars on the receipt
so I griped to her agbout it. ©She said it wouldn't
matter beceuee it was understood anywsy. <he seid
though, I notice she puts down the extra two dollars
on the rent nowadsys., JIdon't inow what happened,

i suggested that this womer might be hi-Jjacking \
pert of the rent without the kinowledge of the owner.)
Yon know what she 4id? ®he hasn't been providing the
toilet paper, so my wife gets her own, But the othex
day, this Scarla want sround demanding 10¢ from every
tenant for toilet psper. Phe said the rent doesn't
inciude toilet paper., She didn't come around to us
because we got our own, but my wife heard asbout it




from one of her friends in the apartment., Sheraised
the rent on everybody in the epartment too, and her
proposition ie that if they won't pay, they can get
out. ®he's s biteh; a resl gangster,”

For g while James believed that the cnly soluntion to the
housing problem would be for Japanese to buy buildings to rent
out to resettlers’' families.

“lI got a friend who is thinking of starting an
apartment, xeah 2 Japasnese guyi He's been looking
around for some time now, but he hasn't decided on
snything yet. 1I've been helpine him look around,

and the other dsy he saw a place that he thought was
pretty good. Phey told him 1t wonld eost £20, 000,

end he says, 'That's cheap,' a0 + figure he's got a
lot of money., Any guy that says 20,000 is cheap must
have a 1ot of Jjack stowed away. I_adviltd him to look
for something on the South Side. The North Side is mo
good, Besdfes, I don t want to go way out to the
Horth Side; it s toc faxr from my place of work, here.

“I'm going to get sn spartment from him if he
coens up., 1 told him ke ousht to spend plenty of
money getting good furnitvre and msking thinge look
good. #e¢ doesn't want to get anything dumpy, he
waente 8 pood plsces If he charges H4F or $560 s month
say for three rooms, that'd be plenty eood. Youn
know, some of these landlords éemsnd s hell of a
)rice, and they don't give you enything. But this
guy could make plenty of dough if he just charged a
reae9nable smount, snd vrought in all Japsnese.

That & what he i8 planning to do. I'l1l get the best
gepartment in the buvilding because 1 know the suy. 1
want something on the first flocr., It's too much
trouble climbing up, the stairs, 1I'll let you know
if he opens up, 4t'd ve s damn good set-up."é

Arouvnd the first of Mdarch, 1944, J ames moved 1o another

apartment on 61st »t, It had six roome, incluvdiang three bed~

rooms, & living room,'a dining room, & kitchen, 2nd & bathroom,

Ofle of the bedroowe was for the mother~in-law, another for
Jemee' gister~in-law; and the third one for vYames, his wife and

davghter, They paid §60 = month remt, plus $10-16 for gas and

&« Cace Listory, p. &b.
4, Csee History, p. 26.




light, The furmishings are not new but they sre comfortsble

and adequate 80 that Yamee was juite plemsed with this set-up.

In deseribing how he got that apartment and why he moved from
his previous apsrtment, Jemes commented:

"Phiz apartment is all right, isn't 1t7 of
course, the Jenitor gets lszy now send them and we
don't get hot water late at night., But the place i
811 right., You know how I got this place? There's
e resl estate agent sround the corner called Seltz
and Souvthmen, They helped we out., <There's s guy
there in the front whom I talked %0 and right away
he #aid he'd find e plsce for me. He eays to me, 'I
don't want to hurt your feelings but 1'11l tell you
frankly that there arg eome places for which we're
the agents that 4 gan' t get an apartment for you,
Either the management-or the people living in the
building would ob{oct t0 having Japanese living
there., It wouldn't be very plessant for you eithez.
But personally I like the Japanece, 1 go to the
Pirst Beptist Chureh and l've met some very fine
Japanese Americans there.. I've found too that they
meke very good tenante. JLhey keep their places up
and they vsy thelr rent right on time. I1'11 find
yov a plece and I'11 find you a good one.' Well, he
got me thje place, That fellow's o Chriétian and by
golly, he & square, #Lkzk Of course, you know how the
Fihonjin ere, they're good tenants. Ithat's why he
l1ikes to have ug whenever he csn. He said that if
he could have hiw own way he'd have Jepanese in sll
the best apartments thet he could get.

"Thie place we're in now was occupied by an Ar-
ipenlan family. The old lady lived with her sone
before they went into the Army., 5 ut now that they
are gone into the Army she decided to rent .the place
out, ZThe firct week we were here, this old lady
kept coming upstairs to see what we were doing to
her apartment and her furniture., +~he d come up half
8 dozen times a day and it got g0 that she wae &
real bother. 1 went over to this agent and told him
about it ané he said Jjust loeck the door on her snd
don't mind her. He said we wore paying the rent and
they were locking after the apartment snd she had no
business coming aroundi. ¥e¢ haven't had any trouble
at 211 though. 1t's not 1ike st thet other aparte
ment whoere we had s0 much trouble with the Italian
landlady, Jesung, we were peying {16.50 & week for
that apartment and didn't have half as good a place
ag we have now, After we moved out five or eix of
the other Higsel families woved out too. They couldn't




-8tand the place any more than we could., I heard
that the OPA got after the landlady and the owner
after we left. That 4talisn lendlady was as sore
a8 hell from what 4 hear. S5 h e wwanted to know
who told the OPA all about it, Well, I was the one
who went down and crabbed to the OPA about the land-
lady jescking up the remnt on ue. They didn't do sny-
thing sbout it for a couple of mocnths and that's why
we moved out. I guess they finally got around to
see about it., They're really putting the pressure
on her now. I heard that she refuses to gzo down al-
though the OgA has ordered her to appear at their
office. She ® gonna get into trouble yet. The
funny part of it is, thet we threatened to go down
eee the OPA and the boss srxe just like this (giving
the sign of crossed fingers). Just like a gangster,
huh? Boy, the laughe on her now, We didn't get the
benefit of my kicking sbout it but she and the ower
will find out that they can't fool around with their
tenants,

"We were having trouble getting heat and hot
water in the evening so I went over to the agent to
gee about {t. The firemsn who takes care of our
furnace also takes care of several buildings slong
this block, I guess he tries to get out early in
the evening and he doesn't take care of the fire
late at night. I brought a cake and some other
things to this agent when I went to see him., And
boy, was he plessed., That's the thing about Ameri-
cang, you can bribe them to 4o anything, EHEHe said
for me not to worry asbout anything and I guese he
told the janitor because for a couple of days we
have plenty of hot water in the evenings, He's
gone back to the o0ld habits again but we're not
kicking because we don't want to make any trouble.
It's all right sas it is.,"b

However, James was not completely satisfied with the liviing

L

conditions in Chicago.

"essoolihat I want is & home in s small town,
a nice little place, with a job, I don't care for
the big city anymore. Chicago is too big and dirty
end crowded. Man, youggo up on 63rd St., about the
time everybody quits work, and you get shoved into
the gutter, the streets are so crowded, I don't
care for that., 1 wouidn't even care to go back to
Los 4dngeles, 1 want a -m%ll town to live in,
That's the way I figure."

B. Case History, pp. 46-49,
6. Case History, p. 60.




James was resentful of his present situation bco&nlo of

his loss of security through the evacuation when he suffered a

large economic loss and the nnffering caused by crowding in the

centers,

"Just after the war broke out I bought £900
worth of furnituwre to fix up our house, ¥e had a
new refrigersator, nice davenport, new bedroom set.

We had everything, 1 got it cheap from a wholesaler
80 it was good stuff, Man, we were happy, I was on
top of the world, &y wife was pleassed ae anything
to have all that new furniture and all our friends
used to come over and admire what we had., I'm a
sociable guy and I like to invite Buests over. And
we used to have friends dropping in at our place all
the time, W“hen I tried to sell that furniture though
I could only get $450 for it, Gee, that made me sed.
I had to sell my car too., I Just got it all fixed

up and then I had to esell the thing snd 1 took a big
lose on that too. I didn't mind losing money on the
deal so much but the trouble was, that I didn't want
to sell any of it because we just got it and been so
heppy in our home.

"What a contrast when we went to Santes Anita,
They stuck us in stables and there was horse manure
all over the place. It stunk something terrible.
My wife was 80 discouraged when she saw the place
that she and enother girl sat on their suit cases
and cried., Gee, I wanted to eory too, but I figured
that someone had to be manly eo I told them, ‘Hey,
there's no use orying, because you got to make the
best of it,' We got & lot of lysol, swept out the
room ¢lean and scruvbbed the walle snd floore so that
there wouldn't be any germs sround, I didn't want
to have my little g;rl playing around there in a
contaminated place,' 7

Late in 1944, Jemes wae inducted into the Army but his fa-
mily continued to live in the same apartment, The expenses
were managed through the Army allotment snd contribution from

his working sister-in-~law,

7. Case History, p. 63.




CH-37 Biji Shimosaki
HOUSIEG

During bie first few weeks in Chicego, B1ji lived in a
hotel ou the igst Side because it was close to his Jjob, but,

"After etaying at the hotel for s week, I got
wighty lonesome 8o + thought 4 would rather move
back to my brother-in-law's and make the long txip
esch day for the sske of the family 1ife."1

Throughout the winter of 1943-1944, £iJi continuved his
search for housing without any success.

"oooool walked the streets Loth before and
after waxk and I watohed sll of the claseified Ade,
1 dién't heve any success at sll even though I wss
willing to pay §78. %he WhA couvld not help me at
gll end they told me thet & plece like what I wanted
would be impeoesible to find, I was juite diecouraged
a6 I hsd been loockiug srowvnd for many dsys. I had
to take into consideration the lccation eince 1
wanted It Lo be uearx 5 work sad =leo s echool for
my ehildren. I didn't finé enything to ay lixiarn
slthough & run sgelust no direct diecrimination,”

ln «pril, 1946, Ziji1's femily ceme out of the center to
Join him, A wouth later 8iji found e fairly comfortatle un=~
furniched apariment sond kis fomlly moved in, Al Lhe present
time, July, 1946, E4J1 1e fairly satiefied with bis housing
slthough he wovld like & larger place. (see “Z-43 for further

detalls on houelog)

" oeseel' Llke %o hgve & Ligger apartaent out
in the suburis but i ¢an't sfford the right rent
and there fen't any openiuge suyway.

"l guress we are prctty well-6ff compared to a
lerge majority of those #isci who are crying for

l. Casge &igtory, p. 46,

2. Lase &istoxry, pp. 50-851.




any sort of housing now that the families have to
leave the centers, Host of them 40 not have the
fncome to take care of a tamilg group tegause they
weren't established out here.”

3. Case History, p. 73,




CH-42 DbBen Masuokas

HOUSING

The chief difficulty for B en snd his femily in getting:

out of domestic work was the lsck of svailable housing. After
one yesr in Chicego, Een finslly moved iu with s friend tempo-
rarily in order to devote his full time to house hunting, but
this srraspgement did not work out 80 well.

"Quoting CH-4: I don't know how long Ben and
his wife will be staying with us., They are supposed
to stay for only & few daye, but it hae been & week
already. I suppoge it will be for another week at
leagt. £en doesn t do enything stout house hunting
but Mageko buyes the paper every day and she goes
out to hunt 1n the afternoon and lesves the kids
with me. It's not too much trouble, put it way
prove 1hCOuV€ni :nt in other ways, It & not good for
frionds to live together bvecause you find out all
about their worst faults,

"Masako is a nice, guiet girl, but Ben canx be
awfully obnoxious at timeh. He is always full of
vig plans. He was amking §166 a month doing that
domesatic work. It spolled him im 2 lot of ways be-
oause he ig too fussy atout apartments, 4nd the
food thet they have been used to eating mskes it
hard for me. They are paying for half of the ex~
penses for food while they are here, but my dudget
is reslly running up. The reseon for that is Mesako
is used to cooking for 22¢ cans of mushroome and
all thoege thinge.

"It's much too expensive for uve to develop
tastes like that. Masako does not reslize because
ghe Las been cooking for rich people for the past
year. That's why I do all of the cooking around
here now ¢ rhe will run up our bi11l, #ker che has
to budg@t on Len g income, she will lesin from ex~-
perience,"1

When the stmosphere beceme tenee, Pen'es wife anéd childrenm
moved to Clevelan: temporarily to be with the grandmother, while

Ben moved into s hotel. 4 mouth later, he called hie family

1. Case Higtory, p. 16.




back to Chicago beceuse he wae sble to find a esmall Z-room
epartment over & gerege ou North LaSalle St., Hie wife could
not stand the place 50 that in early winter, 1944, the family

moved to & ¥56Z 2 month 3-room apsrtment further on the North

Side, After S5e¢n was inducted in the Army in the spring of

1948, his wife continued to live in the spartment, ueing half
of her allotment to pay for the rent, (See housing adjustments

deserived more frlly in his wife's section, CH-42)




CH=-36 Mike Mizuno

HOUSING

Mike had a great deal of difficulty in finding housing for
his family, ke came out of the center ahecad of them in order

to get & place, but he wae not able to locate & suiteble apart-

ment.

"000‘01 had to stay ir a hotel at first. after
work I wonld look around most of the evening for a
suitable apartment, I tramped sround all Saturdsy
afternoon and Sundays. I never walked so much in all
my life., Lucky for me, my toss got a good impression
of me in my work so that he was kind enough to loan
me a car while I was looking sround. I found one
place through & friend., He told me of an opening up
on “lifton ©t., on the North Side so I went up there
right away and 1 got the apartument. The owner had a
better apartment later on so we moved sfter my wife
and baby came out sround August. Zhe second place
was mueh cleaner and there were lece bedbugs around.

"However, we were still cramped snd we wanted to
get a flat ae it waeg roomier. 4 friend of mine had a
fiat and he told me that it wounld be less expensive
to furnish up a place in the long run., (CH~34) My
wife and 4 fipured thet we would be able to swing it
in » year end have 8ll the furniture paid off with-
out paying any sdditional rent. Flats were a little
cheaper than furnished spertimentes and we figured that
we could put the extra money into furniture and have
& roomier plsce besides., 1 started to look around
for a flat.

"Ifhat was when I ran into my first diseriminag-
tion.in housing, There were some flats open but the
landlords just didn't want me in there. 4 few places
told me that they could not take in any Japanese. It
was not any uee grguing with them so I Just left, It
made me feel funny and . didmn't like it at all but
you can 't force them to tske us in and they don't
understand ‘ue., Other landlords told me that the va=-
cant flate were glready taken, but I notided that
the signe were otldl up when I pmssed by a few deys
later., Other landlords told us that there were not
openings in a very awkward way and we just felt that
they didn't want ue around. I was pretty discouraged
about the whole thing and 4 didn't feel good when I
saw this discrimination, but I had to kxeep on trying




because we needed a larger plsce."l

It wae November, 1944 before Mike found a suitable vacency
for hie family.

"eeseodly Dose said that there was a vacant

flat about a half s block from the garage, I thought
that it wae going to be another refusal but there
was no harm in trying., 1 went over right away and
talked to the landlady. I told her that 1 was in
the garage snd the boss would give me a reference.

I looked the falt over and it wes just what I wanted.
The 1sndledy seemed agreeable and she let me rent
the flat right away. I ran back to the garage and
borrowed some money 80 I could punt a down payment on
it, That nizht 4 went home and told my wife and she
wae really surprised.

"{he flat rented for ounly 256 a month unfur-
niehed. I spent aboutl ¢400 to %500 in furnishing 1t
up end in buying all the other things to get started.
I puié $20 for our lsrge refrigerator and fixed it
up myeelf so it wes quite & bargein., Ve had to buy
a new stove and & lot of coal since it wae winter
times We had to buy beds, snd even blsnkete becaunse
we didn't heve sny. 4t tock us quite a while to
fvrnish the place becauvee we went around second hand
dealers., I had & car 80 4 went down to Jew town on
Mgxwell *t, and bLargained with the Jews, If I don't
get drefted for three or four monthe, then it would
have peid me to invest all this money because we wer
paying over 50 & wonth in rent at the other plsee.”

Mike was very pleased with hie new flat es "this is the
firet resl home that I have ever had in my life and it certaine-
1y made me feel proud.” (p. 38)

"essesl wae livine by myself in s rooming house
before evacuation and 1 alwaye longed to have a
place of wy own in a real home, I never got a
chance Lo setile down after my marrisge as we were
evacusted right awsy and kept om the move, The camp
quarters certainly did not mske a home for us., Thie
flat is much better than what I had hoped because I
got 80 many discouragemente in looking around., I

1. Cage Eistory, p. 37-38.

. Uase Bistory, p. 39.
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like it swell and I think that we are located in a
g00d neighborhood,

"The neighbors are not too friendly yet but
they seem to mind their own business and we mind
ours, The only thing is that I wish we had larger
bedrooms now, The two bedrooms we have are pretty
gmall and the one in the back ie also dsrk. That
is why we ned to use the living room for our bed=
room, +“owever, when I see some of the other Nigei
apartments I cen't complain becauvse they are reslly
crowded."?

Mike did not feel that the infiltration of other resettlers

into the srea would make any difference because he enjoyed good

relationship with hie landlord.

"1'd like it if sowe more¢ Japsnese would move
into this block., I don't think that the block
people sround here like 1¢ too much having us here
but I don't care. The real estate agent for this
area won't banile sny more Japanese femiliee as the
hakujin people in thie distriect protested against
it., Our lsndlord told us one day that some of the
neighbors told her to get ues out of the place, but
ghe won't do it.

"We pet slong fairly well with the landlord and
ghe minde her own business. £She understande our
position and that ie why she won't kick ue out. Herx
husbend iz & German and during the last war he lost
his job on acecount of all the prejudice 8o that they
had & hard time to weke ende meet. That is why our
landlord sympathizes with ue., I dom't know if I
will live here permanently but I will try to sublet
the flat ovt to another Jspanese family when I am
drafted., My wife will go live in a smaller place or
elas she may 20 back to camp. We haven't made any
imuwediate plans on that but L am & little wopried
that she will not be avle to make oui by herself out
here. If 4 am drafted i plan to come bnck here and
live after the war., I have all that money inveeted
here in the furniture s0 I might ae well hand on to
it, 4t is a wuch better place than most of the
Nisei heve now and 4 don't want to go through sll
thet house hunting again.. In the other place we had,
we only had three small rooms and we pald {62 a
monath, It had too many bedhugs to suit us."4

d« GCase Listoxy, p. 39,
4. Case History, pp. 39-40,
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On July 6, 1945, Mike was induveted into the Army, but hie
wife coutinued to live in the flat and she was able to manage

with the Army sllotment and by taking in three boarders who

shared the household expenses. (9ee CH=36)




John Kondo 0&-&’-

HOUSING

In his initial temporary housing at the Brethrenm Hostel,
ran into conflict with the director after a fow days.

"I didn't know Chieago very well so I called up
the Brethren Eostel and asked them for = room. Mary
Smeltzer told us to come right over and we would get
fized up. “s soon a3 we got into the Brethrem’s Hos-
tel, %ary “metlzer vegan to inform us of all the rules
and regulsvions, Phe said that there was to be no
suoking or dripking since the hostel wes located in a
gseminary. We were supposed to cooperate in keepling
the plasce clesn gnd other thinmge like that. We agreed
to 811 of these regulatione so that &£im and I were
given & room. ZJhen another fellow from Mansanar,
Lindy (CE-15) came in., He hzd been one of my rell
¢ell wardens at Mammanar, ¥e¢ gstarted to smoke in our
room but sapparently non-amokere are hyper-sensitive
to cigsrcttes as somebody informed on us. Hary
Smeltzer wae alwaye trying to get after us Lut we
would leave early and come back late in order to
avoid her.

"One night we found a very polite but nasty note
on our door which informed us that we were acting
contrary to our sgreement. IMary Smeltzer pointed out
the fect that we should be more careful im our con-
duet or we would be requested to leave, I was feod up
with these 8illy regulations snyway so I decided to
move over to the YMCA while Lim went over to the
Friends ~ostel while Lindy found a room out on the
South Side.

"ifhe next day ®en Yoshioks of the ¥EA pboned me
up and sald sthet ¥y, Shirrell wanted to see me. I
went on down to the WRA office and had ay interview,
Shirrell eaid thet he understood that 4 had gotten
into trouble st the Srethren's Hostel and that our
conduct was not becoming %o a gentleman., 4 told him
that smoking wesn't bad conduvct so Shirrell didn't
gay anything more. iHe reminded me that the Brethren's
Hostel wee in 2 seminary and that the Breturens were
gtriet ip their restrictions., What burnt me up was
that 4 was the only one called on the carpet.”

For the next eix wecks Yohn lsft Chicago to tour the midwest
cities in search of job opportunities, hut he returned to Chi-

cago to pet married. He moved into s small furnished apartment

1. Case Hiatory, pp. 108-109.




where he remained for thse next two yearse. 48 other resettlers
moved into the building and neightorhood, John became more dis-
satisfied with his housing, but he felt that it wse tooc much of

an efiort to sesrch for another loeation,
, "esesol was the first Nisei to be employed in the
dgrchandise Mart building and even living in this
whole neighborhocd, but now thie whele building and
area is becoming flooded with Fisel workers. I felt
uncomfortable ever since they started drifting in.

"l feel the same wsay sbout the housing situstion
for the Nisei. 1 know that it may sound selfish for
we 0 sit back in my apsrtment and feel that other
Nisei shovld move elsewhere. Lowever, i f:cel that
limitations on housing have not get in snd that there
are many districts in Chicago which can be penetrsted
yet by individugl Niseid I feel that it ies worthwhile
for individual Nisel to suffer ewen unpleagsnt exper-
ieces 1f they can get located in mew areas eo0 thst
they will become more spread out and there will be
legs of g tension Lo press the Kiseli grouwp into a
segrezated ares. I don't know what is worse as far ss
I am concerned; to move out of my present apartment
and look for asnother place or to bear up and hope
tiBat the large migretion of Sisei into this general
area will not have an unpleseant reperecussion., I
think that the #isei are nice peopls, but we have to
think of the future and be careful that no distoréed
peychological attitudes are built up by the Cauca~
aians who viow us o8 an inveding horde ss more and
more move into the neighborhood, Certain digtricts
are moch worse in this respect than others.”

John never msde any attempt Lo become acquainted with the
other Nisei tenante se he had his own cirecle of friends and he
resented thelr curiosity.

"Some of the Nisei in this building are nice
people but + just ignore them as 4 have & sufficlient
number of Vaucesian contecte to satisfy my social
feelinge. +here ie one characteristic of the lisel
out here which I am at & loss to explain. Svery
time 4 pass one of them + notice that they ogle st
you, especially if you walk down the street with
veucasians., 1 get the iupressiou that they are
shocked and they interpret it as some sort of &
¢rime. +hey seem to have the rong idea of any

— -

£, Case History, pp. 148-143/
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Caucaeian girl that 1 take out and that makes me
uncomfor table. I began to wonder at the Nizei's
lack of intelligence when thie happene. 1 am con=-
ciuding that they don t recognize democracy them=-
selves 80 how in the hell can they expect to have
it applied to them if they don't know what it 18.,"%

Iu the spring of 1945, John left C hicafox for a tour of

California, butl returned to Chicago within a month becsuse his
notice to report for induction arrived., Until he was csalled for
the 4rmy at the end of Junme, 1945, John lived with & Csuessian
friend snd 211 of hie belongings were stored with a friend since
he was planning to divorce his wife who hed gone Lo Wsshington,

DeCs in 1944,




CH~63 Kimbo Eurihars

HOUSIRG

During his firet four months in Chicago, Kiwmbo and hiw wife

moved from one temporayy housing loestion to another., Kimvo,
who wes very discoursged with the prospects said:

"They all give us the run around. Zhey just
say, 'Sorry, but it ie tsken.,' Vlie mmst have gome to
at least 25 places. I1I'm willing to pay $40 or mozre
for a place. We pay $7 esch for a room here and it
is screened off g0 that people walk through to get
to the back, We are so darned diaoouraged sbout it
that we may stay on here a8 we won't have time to
look for a place after we g0 beck to work. They
kicked us out of the last place where my wife was
working doing domestic work. In Cincinnati we had a
good set-up because we lived in a Japesnese voarding
house and the expense for room snd board for the two
of us was only Y1l & week.

"1 heard that Larl *uss is ruuning s rooming
house which he leased 80 I %might inguire about that
place. I would like to get into a Co-op like the
Concord House, but 4+ guese they have too many Nisel
there slready. <This housing problem is really
tough. You dan Just tell that they don't want us
but they tcll us in a polite way. I got 20 mad in
one place 4 looked that tore the vacancy eign down
after they sald that the placed had Just been rented
out., HNo wond er the Bigei are starting to live to-
gather; it's too hard to get a place when housing is
gcsrce and the landlords don't want ue too much sny-
wvay. One place sald that they did not mind takiung
ve but the other tenants would complain snd move out

snd the value of the property would drop. 48 if we
would be the cause of anything like that! Iit's go-

ing to be even tougher if 4 finally get called by the
Army ae my wife will be left all alone. Maybe we zhould
get a flat and furuish it up ses it would give us moze
0f the felling of settled down, All we have been 4o~
ing since'we got married last January is move from
one plsce to another,."l

Kimbo flrst stayed at the 6110 Drexel Blvd, House after
errifing shead of his wife in July, 1944, btut he was very dis-
sat isfied with the set-up.

1. Vase ®istory, p. 6.




-

"I had to find a plece to Bleep s0 that the
WRA man sent me out to 5110 Drexel and that wase a
- louey plsce to live iv, DNone of the 4igei who live
there acted friemdly., I was disgusted when I went
to ped and wondered whether i had mede & mistake in
lesving Cincinnati,"2

When Kimbo's wife arrived in Chicago s week later, she had
an equally diffievlt housing problem. %Lhe ecouple finally de~
cided to take =2 domestic job out of desperation, but this
srrangement did not work out snd they were fired,

"By this time it was September snd my indunet-
tion notice to report came so that we thought of
getting our own apartment in the short time we had
ieft tog be together. The employer overheard us
talking of theee plans 8o she told ne to get ont of
ber place immediately because she was 80 spiteful.
#g had a violent quarrel and I told her %o mind her
own business, I told her of all the complaints
which we had sccumvlated =and 1 had that she had not
lived up to her bargain st sll becsuse she was try-
ing to teke advantage of ue as she knew we were
naving & hsrd time finding an apsrtment of our own,
+then she sald she fired me before 4 quit just so
tbat she could have the last word in the argument,
I guess we made an enemy for the Hisei at that plsce.
She was s resl Jew and she was certainly stiney in
the food she fed ve. We were juite gled to get out
of there."?

Since they did not have a place to move intok, they re-
turned to the 5110 rooming house temporarily. They psid (28 a
week for room and bosrd and the couple spent {820 in the first
three weeks 80 that they renewed lheir efforts to fiud cheaper

housing.

" "esesedlt’s a very futile sort of thing to look
for housing now anmd we were turmed out of =2 lot of
plasces on sllx kinde of dumb ressons. I think that
it really was because the landlord was afreid to take
in sny Jupanese. veveral times we even rented s car

2. UVpse distory, p. 113,

. Usse 4iptory, p. 115,
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to go apartment hunting but we didn't have any suc-
cess. We gpent many daye looking around without
getting a single possibility. We even went down to
the WRA and asked for leads but they could not help
ue, Ve phoned places that were advertised in the
pepers bvut none of them turned out very good. The
WRA leads were the most putrid places of all. The
places tried to charge ontrageous rents but we
covldn't even consider the dirty places that we had
been sent to by the Wki., I don't think they they
know whet some of the places that they sent Niaeli to
look like. “

"After weeks of looking we 20t pretty desperate
as it was too expensive to pay $2 a night at EORO
Drezel., #inally on VYetober 7 I met a friend ont on
the North Side. He heppened to be moving out of his
apartuent in thie building that very day., It wae a
strange cotncidence. we asked him if we could take
cver and he seid he didn't care. %e cmme up here
and looked over the apartment. &t firet we thought
+52 a month was rather high for this small apartment
but we had to make up our minds quickly before some=-
body gratbed the place, 4&fter deliberasting for one
night we declded to move in as Sunuy said she would
gome snd share the expenses with us, The whole se-
cond floor here ie occunied by Nisei but that is
only inecluding abovt slx other persons that I know

ofs We just had to get ovt of the other building
becauge %14 a week was much too much for us. We de~
cided that this wae the clesnest of all apartments
we hsd seen,

"We have a pretty large combination bed-room
and livipg room here. The kitchen is rather incon-
venient bnt we mensge to get by. The good thing ie
that we have & private bath. There is & gas refri-
gerator here snd the stove works well. 4After I get
taken iuto the Army my wife plans to teke in & third
girl te live with them., J don't mind living in a
building that hae other Niseli in it because they
won't bother me 2t 211, dt's too herd to break inte
new buildings thet have no Nisei in them at all be-
canse they just don't understand uve. Chlcago sure
has made me feel that I have a Japanese face. 1
just don't want to go house~hunting again because
there is too much grief to it.

"We have only been in thie apartment for a
short time now but 4 am not entirely eatisfied with
it. There sre cockroaches here and the rent is too
high. We don't heve enough furnishinge or cooking
vtensile, however these things cen be remedied. I
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guess we will stay here as lOng ag we can as we
are tired of moving around,"¢

Kimbo bvelieved that his houeing problem wae much simpler
during the period that he lived in a Jepanese cooperative house
in Cincinnati when he was 8till single.

"eeesel was livine in a Co-op homee with 128
other Nisei boye. <+his wae a very good arrangement
because it cut our expemses down consideravly. We
paid $12.50 a week for our room snd board. The
elected tremsurer had charge of all the money and it
wae up to him to pay the remt for the bullding and
then turn the rest of the money over to the Japanese
cook. <he ecook wae the gother of one of the fellows
living with uvs, She was very economicsl in her man~
agement and she listed all the expenses and then
turned vack the balance of the money into the treasury
at the end of the week. All of ve worked during the
day 8o that we had no trovble in the meal arrangements.
At the end of the month we got rebates from the trea~
surery 80 thst our living coste were cut even lower.

"4 pot slong very well with the fellows at the
Co-op hovse as most of ue worked together at the mame
battery compasny., We did practically everything to-
gether until we got girl friende and then we went our
own way. We went to the same social activities so
thet we saw a grest desl of each other. I gunese it
covld be s&id we ate, worked and played togekher, The
bigeest gripe that these Nisei fellows had was that
they were quite lonesome. They spent = great deal of
time writing letters to girle in camp beceuse there
were not enongh Nisel girls sround Dayton. 7That's
one of the ressons why those fellows left Deyton to
go on to CUnicago, Cleveland, Hew York or Dedroit.
nly abont half of the original gmwup are left theze
now and they are moetly the couples who find that they
are able to integrate pretty well and they don't misse
the Wigei socliety at all becanse they have found
wives now,"®

In Dgoamber, 1944, Liabo iaa drafted into the Army. Hise
wife remsined in the spsrtment vontil the end of June, 1945 when
she went to Minnespolis in order to be hesrer her husband, (See
Ci=54)

4., Cgege Liptory, pp. 181+123.

6., Case Listory, pp. 102-103.




