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Report  on Det r oi t  f i s i t  Horror25 and 26 
R, M. Cul l um 

The f i r st  stop on my Det r oi t  t r i p was made at  the of f i ce of  Mi ss 

Fl orence Cassi dy of  the Det r oi t  Counci l  of  Soci al  Agenci es. Mi ss Cassi dy i s 

Secretary of  the Di vi si on of  Nat i onal i t i es and from very ear l y days of  WRA 

has been i nt ensl y i nterested i n the problem of  the adjustment  of  evacuees. 

She had set  yp a number  of  appointments« Immediatel y on my ar r i val  she 

vacated her  of f i ce for  my use, t hi s i n i t sel f  bei ng some measure of  her  

i nt er est  i n our  probl em. 

Dur i ng l unch I  met  wi t h Pete Fuj i oka of  14040 Pr ai r i e. Mr . Fuj i oka 

i s a Ni sei , between 30 and 35, i s mar r i ed, and has one chi l d. He was recent l y 

el ected Presi dent  of  the l ocal  J ACL. He i s empJ &red by a l arge i nsurance 

broker  i n Det r oi t , hi s work bei ng to handl e fer f̂ c" mai l  adver t i si ng. The 

arrangement  provi des that  the company f r ai wi  equipment , mat er i al s, postage, 

wi th the actual  work bei ng on a cont r ai V âsi s, wi th Mr . Fuj i oka paying hi s 

own hel p. Hi s gross dur i ng t he/f r SS f̂  ar  was $16,000. He al so sel l s some 

i nsurance dur i ng hi s spare t ime. 

I t  was Mr . Fuj apca'sfTeel i ng that  there was r eal  need for  addi t i onal  

al l  Ni sei  r ecreat i onal  aot t S n̂es. I n general  he f el t  t hat  Ni sei  were happi er  

i n thei r  soci al  r el at i ons when the group was l ar gel y cl osed. He st at ed, 

however , t hat  i n the Immediate personal  r el at i onshi ps of  hi s fami l y there was 

a cer tai n amount  of  nei ghbor i ng wi t h other  Caucasi an f ami l i es. 

He recent l y purchased a house i n an unrest r i cted nei ghborhood. He 

had hoped to buy a new house i n a new nei ghborhood, but  found i t  impossibl e to 

secure f i nanci ng i n an area where r est r i ct ed covenants were enfor ced. He tol d 

me he coul d not  af for d to make a f i ght  on t hi s quest i on and l at er  to a l ar ger  

group he stated that  i t  was Impossi bl e to secure a necessary 2nd mortgage under  

the ci r cumstances. Probabl y both factor s were i nvol ved* 



Dur i ng the proceedi ng spr i ng there had been a good deal  of  Hi sei  

act i vi t y. He st at ed, however , t hat  most  of  i t  f el l  on j ust  a few i ndi vi dual s 

who had found the burden too heavy. 

The next  contact  was wi t h Mr . Char l es A. Meyer , Assi st ant  Secretary 

and Chi ef  Examiner  of  the Det r oi t  Ci vi l  Servi ce Commission. About  2 year s ago 

a repor t  from the ci t y of  Det r oi t  i ndi cated that  t her e were approximatel y 200 

Hi sei  employed i n a great  var i et y of  occupat i ons. Mr . Meyer  stated that  he 

f el t  there had been l i t t l e change i n t hi s. He agreed to secure a breakdown 

of  ci t y employment  of  Hi sei  shor t l y af t er  J anuary 1 when a new l i st  of  ci t y 

employees wi l l  be pr epar ed. He stated that  the exper i ence wi t h the Ni sei  had 

been very favorabl e* 

Fol l owing t hi s, a di scussi on was tiad w|j.th Mr . George Schermer, Di r ect or  

� A 

of  the Ci t y of  Det r oi t  I nt er r aci al  Committee. Mr A ĥer mer  had had no cases 

i nvol vi ng J apanese Americans brought  ^^Q t̂ t e n t i o n . Si nce the Det r oi t  Inter -

r aci al  Committee i s a funnel  to whi ch asKeor t s of  i nformat i on i s brought , i t  

may be assumed from t hi s that  n ^e r ^s problem of  thi s nature has ar i sen. 

Thi s i f , of  cour se, borne ojit  by xfcQjgi' cont aot s. 

Contact  was mad/ witl fjfche Wayne County Bureau of  Soci al  Ai d by 

t el ephone. I t  was di scovered "Chat  onl y one fami l y i s r ecei vi ng assi st ance, 

t hi s from the ci t y of  Det r oi t . I n t hi s case the father  i s an i nval i d. Hi s 

son was wounded over seas, bei ng hospi t al i sed at  Percy J ones OH whi ch brought  

the fami l y to Det r oi t . Upon hi s r el ease he was at tendi ng school  i n Det r oi t  

whi l e hi s wi fe worked at  Herman Ki efer  Hospi t al . 

According to the Wayne County r ecor ds, 11 i ndi vi dual s were assi st ed 

i n returni ng to t hei r  County of  or i gi nal  set t l ement . 3h 2 cases the cause of  

dependency was i l l ness. The remainder  i nvol ved ol d peopl e. 

I t  was l earned al so that  dur i ng the ent i r e WRA program 97 cases were 

assi st ed by Wayne County. I hese were l ar gel y medi cal , al though there were a 

number  of  cases i n whi ch i ndi vi dual s were establ i shed i n homes, assi st ed wi t h 

f ur ni t ur e, and the l i ke. I n the great  maj or i t y of  cases, assi st ance stopped 



af t er  1 or  2 checks* 

Recent l y the Det r oi t  newspapers car r i ed the story that  r el i ef  r ol l s 

were at  a peak, t hi s peak, however , r el ates to a postwar  si t uat i on. A year  

ago 3034. were r ecei vi ng r el i ef  whi l e on the date of  i nqui r y 5076 were recei vi ng 

assi st ance. Thi s compared wi th some 82,000 cases dur i ng t he depr essi on. 

Mr s. Guiney di d state that  ai d to dependent  chi l dr en and ol d age 

assi stance cases were coming i n at  the r at e of  about  60 a day. 

At  di nner  I  met  wi t h Wendel  Gee, former  WRA Di r ect or  f or  Det r oi t . 

Hi s contact  wi t h the J apanese American group had been l ar gel y br oken. Al though 

i t  was wi del y known that  he was avai l abl e f or  employment  counsel , no requests 

had come to hi m. 

Dur i ng the evening a meet ing was Hel d «¿61 a group of  Ni sei  who had 

been cal l ed together  by Mr . Fuj i oka sMf ui hk Cassi dy. Approximatel y 600 in-

vi t at i ons were sent  out , t hi s c o ^r i s ^^e act i ve mai l i ng l i s t  known to the 

Counci l  of  Soci al  Agenci es. Ki ne î Ot en Ni sei  were pr esent , i ncl udi ng the 3 

members of  the ol d WRA st af f  r e l f̂ n g i n Det r oi t , Mr  and Mr s. Fuj i oka, Mr . 

Abe, who i s employed by M Ĵ s î ok a, Mi ss Cassi dy !s secr et ar y, and J ack 

Ni shimoto, who i s omployedypy the ci t y of  Det r oi t . Thi s response i n i t sel f  

i s i ndi cat i ve that  no very ser i ous probl em i s agi t at i ng the group of  r eset t l er s 

i n Det r oi t . 

J ack Nishl moto i s employed by the Det r oi t  St r eet  Rai l ways as an 

el ect r i c repai rman's hel per . Hi s shop i s at  present  i nvol ved i n a controversey 

wi t h the Det r oi t  Ci vi l  Servi ce over  the quest i on of  r etent i on of  war  servi ce 

employees who r at i ng i n a Ci vi l  Servi ce t est  i s l ower  than those who have taken 

the t est  si nce the war . Mr . Ni shimoto expressed some concern r el at i ve to hi s 

own st at us, al though apparent l y he ranked f i r st  among hi s own group of  wor ker s. 

He i s a member  of  the Uni ted Publ i c Workers, CI O, Local  312. 

Mr . Ni shi moto's pr imary i nterest , i s i n the raci ng of  midget  automobi l es. 

He i s a steward of  the American Mi dget  Racing Car  Associ at i on and does a good 



deal  of  going about  the country of f i ci at i ng at  r aces and raci ng hi s own car s* 

I ke November  I946 i ssue of  Chrysl er  House Organ, "Peopl e and Pl aces," contai ned 

hi s pi cture of  st ar t i ng one of  hi s car s. 

Mr* Ni shi moto's soci al  contacts are apparent l y ent i r el y wi th midget  

raci ng car  enthusi ast s and i t  i s bel i eved he has no contact  wi th other  Ni sei . 

An attempt  was made to secure a l i st  of  the J apanese American organ-

i zat i ons i n Det r oi t , the fol l owi ng bei ng ment i oned! 

J  .A.CL. 

Ni sei  Caucasi an Fel l owshi p of  
the Fi r st  Bapt i st  Church 

I s sei  Ki i - Chr i st i an 

Buddhi st  Congregat i on 

Onl y 1 or  2 meet ings have been 
hel d so far * 

Average at tendance of  monthl y 
meet ings i s about  20 per sons, most  
of  whogugre Ni sei * 

MeeM oncri  ]a month, Tr i ni t y l ie Church|  
Rev. T̂aj mw, Mi ni st er . 

ial  i l fendance 20 to 25* 

There are approxima 
bowl ing teams. 

Mr . and Mr s. Cl ub 

tins Rev. Shaushew Sakow, 3915 
Able* Numbers i n at tendance are not  

i i iown, but  i t  i s probabl y not  greater  
than the Chr i st i an Congregat i on. I t  
i s ent i r el y I ssei , Ni sei  Buddhi st  
Congregat i on havi ng di sbanded* 

Bowl  r egul ar l y at  the Ar t  Center* 

Meets the f i r st  Saturday monthl y at  the 
I nternat i onal  I nst i t ut e. Approx* 20 
coupl es bel ong. Thi s group was descr i bed 
by Pete Fuj i dka as havi ng a general l y 
st at i onery membership. 

I nternat i onal  I nst i t ut e i s host  to a var i et y of  unorgani sed act i vi t i es. 
There was general  par t i ci pat i on on the par t  of  the Mr . and Mr s. Cl ub at  the 
recent l y hel d "Ol d Wor l d Mar ket ." Beyond t hi s there has been very l i t t l e i nter -
group act i vi t y i nvol vi ng Ni sei  at  the I nst i t ut e. I n t hi s connect i on i t  shoul d 
be noted that  the J apanese Americans of  Det r oi t  pl edged $1000 toward the bui l di ng 
of  the I nternat i onal  I nst i t ut e and r ai sed something over  $1900* 

Dur i ng the f al l  a dance has been hel d under  var i ous auspi ces; the 

f i r st  under  the now defunct  Coordi nat i ng Counci l ; the second by the Mr* and 

Mrs* Cl ub, and the t hi r d by the J AGL* 

The J apanese community hopes to col l ect  $5000 i n addi t i on to a l arge 

quant i t y of  ol d cl othi ng f or  the J apan Rel i ef  Dr i ve sponsored fm by the Phi l a 
Or gani zat i on of  the Soci ety of  Fr i ends. The cl othi ng dr i ve i s under  the 



di r ect i on of  Sam I ahi kawa. The I ssei  i n Det r oi t  are sparki ng the dr i ve. 

Seven teams, wi t h 8 or  9 per son« per  team, are par t i ci pat i ng i n a 

basket bal l  l eague sponsored by the I nt er nat i onal  I nst i t ut e whi ch pl ays at  the 
\  

Fr ankl i n Set t l ement  on Saturday af t er noons. 

» ' 

No Teen- age group organi zed i n Det r oi t  whi ch was f el t  to be a ser i ous 

l ack. One of  the di f f i cul t i es i n or gani zi ng such a group i s t he gr eat  geo-

gr aphi cal  spread of  the Ni sei  l i vi ng i n Det r oi t . 
Gol f  i s apparent l y a pr i mary form of  I ssei  r ecr eat i on. 

Dur i ng the summer  a number of sof t bal l  teams were or gani zed. 

Pr act i cal l y al l  at hl et i c compet i t i on i s between Ni sei  t eams, al though J apanese 

League al so pl ays Chi nese teams. I t i s r ecal l £F5 t̂ on at  l east  one occasi on 

Ni sei  basket bal l  pl ayer s went  to a neighboring d w t o pl ay other  Ni sei . 

An at tempt  was made to d i s c f̂ r t pB t ot al  number  of  J apanese Amer i cans 

l i vi ng i n Det r oi t . Est i mates vanned b̂f i uj pftO to 1500, wi t h a f i gur e f al l i ng 

somewhere between probabl y r epr es e^̂ g the t rue si t uat i on. I t  was bel i eved 

there 

were about  200 I ssei  i n t � There was some di scussi on concerni ng 

the i nt ent i on of  the gr ou -̂ b M̂mai n i n Det r oi t . I t  was f el t  there woul d be 

some depar t ur es, but  no whol esal e l eavi ng of  t he c i t y. 

Hie group knew of  no cases of  economic di f f i cul t y and i t  was f el t  

employment  i n Det r oi t  was hol di ng up ver y wel l . An at tempt  to run down cases 

of  di scr i mi nat i on produced very l i t t l e. Mr . Fuj i oka agai n ment i oned the probl em 

of  r est r i ct i ve covenants and housi ng. I t  was ment i oned that  the J .L . Hudson Co. 

and Saunder s, a l ocal  cat er i ng company, r efused to hi r e Ni sei . There was al so 

a vague r epor t  t hat  the Vani t y Bal l room refused ent rance to Ni sei , al though 

t hi s was not  ver i f i ed. 

A c f l l  was made to an individual  in the USES who had been gr eat l y 

i nt er est ed i n the resetffecient  program. He Knew of  no cases of  par t i cul ar  

di f f i cul t y i nvol vi ng J apanese Amer i cans. Apparent l y few are r equest i ng assi st ance 

of  USES at  t hi s t i me. 
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The fol l owi ng day a l uncheon meet ing was hel d wi th Mi ss Al i ce Si  eke I s, 

Di r ect or  o£ I nternat i onal  I nst i t ut ej  Fl orence Cassi dy and Mr . Fuj i oka. The 

di scussi on brought  out  very l i t t l e that  had not  been mentioned the precedi ng day. 

SUMMARY 

The si t uat i on i n Det r oi t  had changed very l i t t l e si nce the W of f i ce 

had cl osed i n Apr i l  of  t hi s year . Economic adjustment  i n Det r oi t  has been 

reasonabl y sat i sfact or y wi t h employment  by the ci t y provi di ng an outstandi ng 

example of  non- di scr iminat i on at  al l  l evel s. There appeared to be complete 

i nt egr at i on as f ar  as employment  i s concerned. Housi ng remains di f f i cul t  

wi t h the pat t er n i n general  resembl i ng that  of  the ent i r e popul at i on. The 

r est r i ct i ve covenants may prevent  a few from expanding i nt o desi r abl e ar eas. 

Soci al l y the group i n Det r oi t  appeps t i n be stayi ng very much to 

themsel ves wi t h very l i t t l e i nter raci a>- «<mtact i on an i ndi vi dual  basi s. 

The desi r e for  al l - Ni sei  act i vi t y wai (posi t i vel y st at ed. Conver sel y, there 

was no f eel i ng that  act i vi t i es i S ĵ e l ar ger  community were cl osed or  that  

par t i ci pat i on i n such act i vi t i esyr fouM be desi r abl e. 


