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INTERIM REPORT Off DENVER JAPANESE COMMUNITY '/  Horeabar 46 -ff  ft >  / 

T. Yatsushiro 

on the Denver Japanese community  4 

The following report/is based on observations by the ana lyst duringfch 

the period August 19th and November 6th, 1946. During t he approximately 

2& month period, the analyst left Denver to epend about 10 days in Washington, 

D*G* and about 2 weeks in the northern Colorado rural areas * The aetual period 

of residsncs in Denver city by the analyst cover« a little  over l| months* 

ThisTnw be considered as merely an interim report« It wae w ritten in 

a rush, and parts of the report may appear sketchy and even l acking« The 

^ * three 
main purpose of writing this report now ia to answer/ta i questionsi 

1} What has been learned about the Japaness community in Den ver 
as of this writing? 

» 

2) What predictions can be made about the Japanese «wmmm ntfcy in Denver 
with regard to their continued, residence here, their ec onomic 
future, and their social orientation? 

5) What aspects of the Japanese community have not been co vered!;? adequately by 
the study as yet and need to be exploited further? 

ttixhryi 
gaalaxesmssaning 

Historical and other facts concerning the city of Denver will be touched 

upon only if they have an important bearing on the Japan ese residents« 

Two reports on the Japaness in Denver furnish good backg round material 

for this report« One is a study conducted by the Denver Bu reau of Public 

Welfare in January of 1944. The other is study conducted  by Mr« John de Young 

of the Mar Relocation Authority in October, 194$. 

No organisation in Denver, government or private, has an y up-to-date 

statistics on the present Japaneee population« Much o f this had to be obtained 

through varioue secondary channels» as the Japanese Bu siness Directory, news-

papers, and individual estimations* 

Aslds from population statistics the main concern of th e study has been 

the economic and social adjustment of the Japaneee, and t he report will deal 

with this aspect in a large measure* 
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I. CITY OF PETOH 

The sity of Denver is located in tbe heart of a great agr icultural state 

and is the ca£itfcl of Colorado* The city not only has its  roots in agricul-

ture hut still displays strong agricultural character istics« The people in 

general tend to be conservative* Life, for most people, xa ovee on very slug-
the hustle-bustle of 

gishly  mi compared to/some east and wsstcoast cities* 
silvsr and copper mainly, 

Mining/was supreme in Colorado several decades ago, but th is industry 

fee has passsd its hsydsy and is on a decline. 

Cattle raising is quits a flourishing business, especial ly during the 

pressnt economic crisis* Denver ie the "Chicago* of the Rocky Mountain 

region with respect to/stockyards. 

Ths United StatesGovsmment has many branch agencies est ablished in 

Denver and the officee cover many city blocks« Denver ha s been regarded ae the 
"Washington»D*C* 11 of the West, because so many government offices are est ablished here* 

The bulk of the farm crops raised in the stats is brought̂  t o Denver 
shipment 

tor  marketing*« here or to be prepared for/«fckpp±mg out of the stats* 
Although 

/Somewhat isolated in ths Rocky Mountains and situatsd o ne mile above ssa 

level, Denver ie nevertheless  fcks  regarded as ths center of all major activities 

in the Rocky Mountain region* The Denver Post, which is rsported to have ths 

laggest newspftpsr in this whols region, calls ltsslf t hs "Voice of Ths Rocky 

Mountain Empire•• 

The population of Colorado stats for 1946 is it 1,212,91 4 of which 

Denvsr claims roughly 400,000* 

It is in this setting that ths pressnt Japanese populat ion in Denver 
must. 
«as/be viewed« 



ii* mmm J apanese population 

1940 gMBBHac Population* 

The 1940 ceneue reveals that there war« 322 Japanese livin g in Denver, 

and a total of 2,754 Japan««« in all of Colorado« Of ths Jap an««« la 

Denver, 6 % war« citizen« and «liana* 

There war« about 22 business establiehmentc in th« Larim er dlstriats 

as follows1 (Taken from John deYoung*« report) 

' Beauty ¿hop ••«•»••*»•••*••••••••«•»• 1 
Pish ¡Market 1 
Drug Store ........................... 1 
Restaurants •.••..••••....•••«•.«••••• 7 
Jewelry 4 Watch Shop ................. 1 
Oriental Me roh« Store ................ 5 
Laundry .............................. 1 
Barbar Shop® ............ ...... 2 
Garfgs 1 
Hotels •••......•.•......•.•.• 2 
Noodle Faotory ....................... 1 
Wholesale Veg. Produce Co. ••••.. 1 
Clothing Store ••.•*••..••«•••.••••••. X 

22 

(For occupational distribution of the 1940 population ssa John de Young 1 s 

rsport) 

(Also for soelal organisation and other data of aooial si gnificance 

see John deYoung's report.) 

1942-194$ Population* 

During ths war years between 1942 and 194$ a large number of Japanese 

evacuees from the We et Coast flocked into Denver city as  well ss the rural 

areas of Colorado. During early 1942 when it was still poesibls to voluntarily 

evacuate the W«at Cotft, Denver» Adama, Jefferson» and Ar apahoe» all adjacent 

counties, received 1276 Japanese evacuees. It le not kno wn exactly how many 

saas to De rarer city, but of the total number that came to the four counties 

a considerable portion asttled in the oity. Durlngthe las t half of 1942 and 

the first half of 194̂ » a large number of evacuees confi ned in the varioue 

relocation centers left the centers to accept season fer ra work in various 
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1942-1945 Population (sontinusd)i 

patte of the state«. Most of the©© seasonal workers return ed to their respective 

centere following ths farm season* hut a considerable por tion sans to Dsnrsr 

snd accepted private employment in ths city» never return ing to ths cent ere. 

Beginning from mid-1945 and on through 1945» large number a o f evaoueee Is ft 

ths varioua relocation centers on a permanent basis and s sttlsd in Denrer sity 

and ths rural arsas of the stats* From  fell  indications it appears that ths 

Japaness population peak in Dsnrsr and  tor  ths entire stats was reached 

during ths latter half of 1945. Ths WRA final district repor t, dated 
Japaness 

December 21, 19*5, estimated that the/population for ths f our oountiss 

(Dsnrsr, Adams, Jsffsrson» and Arapahos) reached ths peak o f 7,200 about 

December 1, 1945. Of ths 7,200» it is eetimated that over 5,0 00 **s4* ssttlsd 

in Dsnrsr sit/* 

It must bs remember that ths figures just quoted do not oo vsr ths sntirs 
Japansas 

stats* for completensss sake the eatimated/population f or the entire stats 

Mo st 
will bs girsn by major arsas* >3oouc of ths area estimates ar e fairly rsllabia, 

others ars purs guesaee* 1945 1946» Oct. 
J apane ss J apansss 

Are* Population Population 

Dearer sity * 5,000 5,000 
Adams» Jsffsrson» and Arapahos oountiss •••••• 2,200 1,00 0 
Northern Colorado (mainly  tfsld  County, taislsy 

fcastmdlsgyMSKthaaatosaTgsfrssada} dietriet}.. 1 ,100 500 � 
Northeastern Colorado (Morgan» Logan» and 

Sedgwick oountiss) ••«••••*••••*»•••» 500 200 
Near Southern Colorado (mainly Colorado 

Springe and Pueblo districte) •*••*••«•*••» 500 200 
Far Southern Colorado (mainly ths San Luis 

Valley region) 1,000 $00 
Southeastern Colorado (Arkansas River Valley 

region) **.*...•*.***. 1,200 600 
Western Colorado and all other areas •**••*•* ¿00 200 

n.ioo 6,200 
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Population Changs, December 1?»? to Prober lp^i 

When ths viest Coast exclusion orders wort lifted on January  2» 

evacuees in Denver «ad in the state began trickling back to the Weet Coast, 
r  

mainly California* However, the rate of the evacueee leav ing center« to 

eettle in Denver and Colorado was greater than the move ment westward out of 

the etate. itxsssxsa* Thie movement back to the Weet Coait was necessarily 

slew at first because the evacueee were fearful of the reception thpy olgbt 

receive on the Coaet and because a large number who wan ted to go back had 

nothing to go back to, especially a house and a job« 

It was not until the end of 19^5 end on thru March of 1^46 th at there Japanese 

wae a noticeable drop in the Denser and state/population * It was during this 

psriod that evacuees ruched madly back to the West Coast in order that they 

night be eligible for the free transportation offer by the W.R.A* March, 1946 

(check thie date) wae the deadline for receiving thie fre e transportation and 

it made little difference to moat of the evacuees lea ving Colorado during 

thie period whether they had a house in readiness for them on the West Coast 

or whether they had a job prospects* They eim$$y went, stock, barrel, and . 

9 9 1 Thie is important to state at thie time for it has some be aring on 

the psychology of those svaeuede who hare continued to reg ain in Deesver and 

in the rest of the state ae it will be pointed out later in the report* 

October 1946/Populationt precent 

The aoet reliable estimate of the/Japanese population la D enver see me 

to be eomewhere around 5,000* The population make-up is believed to sons* 

what similar to that prevailing in the pre-war Los Angel es Japanese community* 

Possibly there might be a little more non~family nisei bachelors in the city» 

but this Is somewhat offset by a good number of single nice! g irls whose 

families are not residing in the city* In any ease it can be realiably stated 

that there are eonelderably more nisei (including kibei ) than isssi, probably 

over 70£ nisei* However, most of the people are living as fs ally units* 



October 1946 Population i  (continued) 

The age make-up of the ostlnfcfced population m8jcxkttx& xaupBd appears to be 

IftttLtHlHa as followsj 

US tiroup number Porcenta .e 

0 - 1 7 years *....€i600  20f*  J I'isei 
18 «55 years ....... i?200 40% )..«.*. 
¿6 years « 270 ) 
46 -65 years * *••  900 50$$  ) Isssl 
Oyer 65 years .••••• 20 1$ + 

$5000 M 

The figures quoted for each of the age groups are strict ly estimates* 

Thoee 45 years or below can be generally regarded as being nisei, while-

thoss above 45 years can be generally regarded as  fceing  isssl* The importance 

of the above drawn table is to emphasize the following! 

1) there are slightly more nisei  fckKxxfcsuti  and less isssl than 
ths ratio that prevailed among the pre-evacuation Ve st Coast 
population* 

2) There is a preponderance of nisei between ths 18 and 55 y sars 
age group, possibly more in the 25 to 55  a S€ range. 

5) There is a comparative small percentage of children a nd younsters 
up to 17 years of age. Ths figurs given may be a slight und eresti-
mation* However the point to bear in mind is that many of t hs 
nissi have passsd the 17 year age since ths war, .and there h as 
been a drop in £saauia&fcji the birth rate among the isssl d uring 
ths past five years* Ths birth rats among nissi couples has 
been relatively low* This is purely a hypothesis thIA ne ed to 
be sheoked* 

4) Many of thoss in the 18 to 55 years ags group repressn t unmarried 
nissi men** and women who are living in Denver alone and away 
from thslr families who may bs on the West Ooafct, in the Ea st, 
or slsswhere in Colorado. 



11« SQONQHIC ADJUSTMENT 

A» JAPAHSaSBU3IKSS3Bat 
1» iwiaiti Oittrm» 

st of the Japanese-owned and operated businesses are loc ated la the 

Larimer District* Tha nerve colter of the Japanese busi ness diet riot la 

located between 10th and 2}rd streets on Larimsr street, or  an area of five area 

block« in length« Side streets cutting through thie/and ar eas nearby area«, 

aa Lawrsnos and Arapahoe streets which nan parallel wit h Larimer street» hare 

a large number of Japansse business establishments. 
• 

19th and Larimer Streete in Dsrarer le comparable to Di vieion and Clark 

«treat« in Ohioago or to first and San Pedro streets in pre-war Lee Angeles. 

This /so-called "Larimsr District* has a very interestin g history, the only briefly 

details of which canxa* be touohed upon/in this report« Many deeadee ago 

the eity hall wae eituated at the eornsr of 14 and Lar imer streets« Larimer 

street» including the preeent Japansae business distri ct, was thentiutke a 

flourishing business district and ths center of eity ac tivities. Wind«or 

Hotel» loeated at l#th and Larimer streets and  mm recently condemned by the 

city a« a fire hazard» wae the home of M m* multi-millalnnalrs R« A-Tabor, 

•a* the eilver king and one of Colorado 1« most colorful and influential 

men during ths turn of ths century* (There are intsrss ting facts about the 

whole Larimer District in the book titled "Silver Doll ar—The Story of the 

Tabors* by David Karsntr» Qovici-Frlede Ins«» New York  city» publishers» 

1952) As ths city grew the central business district move d aoutheaatward, 

many blocks away from the preeent Japanese buainaaa di strict« 

Ths prssent Larimer District 1« nicely described by WRA co sssunity 

analyst John Deloung who» following a study conducted by  him in October 

19̂ 2» wrote» 



p. 7 

1* Business pistrict$ (continued) 

•Today the former main business itrsii, Larimer S t m t , ht f become 
mi ir«a of pawn »hop«* second hood slothing storee, flop houa**# 
missions, saloons, cheap hotel  ft,  mud roos&ng houses« This street 
1« roughly conparable to the Bow*ry In Hftv York« South State or 
North Clark Streftt In Chicago» The Japaaeaft shops and oaf ss were ' 
oeatered within a three and a half block strstoh bstwssn 16 th and 
2 r̂d strsete on Larimer* This sons of transition in Denver follow* 

thft sociological pattern in that it Is also the are* where  the largest 
amount of physical and so«lal deterioration ie found. Poor housing« 
delinquency, poverty» and disease is prevalent in this ar ea* It 1« 
also thft area where the racial and 1 »migrant colonies are  looatftd** 

Although aany of the above described characteristics of the Larister 

Distriet »till prevai 1, thft re has been tremendous improv ement sad« by the 

Japansas business operators aiasa during the past three  years* The Japane»« 

theasslvss adsit this to be a f*ot» and personal observa tion seem to verify 

this* Shop« taken over by the Japanese have been remodelle d, repainted, 

to give the» a very attractive  appearane« •  both inside and 

outftidft* Tak* for «xasaplft thft Del Pharmacy looatftd a t 22nd andLariaer strftftts* 

Howard Doi, young nisfti phariaaeiftt and ownftr of the »t or«, opened hie drug 

•tor«  ftarly  in I9k6*  .  Prior to this th« building wae a dilapidated, unattrac -

tlve looking «mpty warehouse• if* With the help of sons Japa n«se oarpentftr* 

hft ehangftd th« whole complexion of the k***** first flo or of the building, 

turning it into a neat clean drug store, as nice a* can be fou nd anywhere* 

Another example ie the Silver Dollar Hotel, owned and oper ated by a 

young nlftftlf looatftd a* on thft ssootvi floor of H i b uilding at 19th and 
about thft tias 

Lawrftnftft 3trft«ts* Following th« evacuation an44tK*s this ni*«i took ov«r 

thft ownership and management of the hot«l, *k it was known throughout ths 

ftity a* thft biggeftt house of prostitution* It was physical ly deteriorated 

and dirty* When ths nieei took over he remodelled the hotel eonplfttftly, 

to tho sxtsnt of adding an aireconditioning systsa, and i t is now rsgard«d 

as th* fin«at Japansas-operated hotel in the eity* Aei de from the physical 

improvement, th* hotsl no longsr dsals in prostitutio n* Th* hotsl still 
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\m B m l n f DlitrUli (oontinued) 

' i® vieited by people, eoldlere and other»» who think it  it the »«so hotsl 

of fivs year« ego. Aside fro» the silver Dollar Hotel a  roraber  of other 

hotel« on Lawrsnce atreet in thie area, which was known ae the eity'e "red 

light dietrict*, have been taken over by the Japan«»« an d made into nioe 

«lean place«» 

Numeroue other examplee can be cited to illustrate how the  Japaneee 

have aade vaet improvement«, phyeioal and otherwiee, in th e Larimer Dietrict. 

There ie a Caucasian organisation «lied the Larimer S treet District 

Improves«nt and Bueineee Htn 1» Association, whieh celebrated the 157th 

annivsrsary of the birth of General William Larimer on Oo tober 24th, 19*6» 

It is the aim of the Association to improve the Larimer D istrict ae much ae 

poeelbl«. It is not known tut what extent relationship exiete between thie 

Aeeociatlon  and.  the Japaneee businesses* * 

f f Larimer Dietrict 1« far from being *** exclusively Japan eee bueineee 

dietrict* ©n the southwest end of Larimer ars located ea uoaeian, largely 

Jewieh, stores, while the northeast end contain many Mex ican businesses« 

The Japaneee ax bueineesee are found in betweonxbrnXxek ss the two,but also 

saong the two groups* Someone facetiously remsrked tha t XkxittKxJajncmeas 

•Larimer Street ie the longest street in the world, be cause it is bordered 

on one end by Mexico City and on the other by Jerusalem a nd cute through 

Tokyo  city« * 

Although meet of the Japanese bueinesees are found in the  Larimer 

Dietrict, a good number are located in the better busines s andxa residential 

sections of the town* 

A «id« from the usual sociological pmwmmaum pattern of ra cial and 

ivsigrent ¿roupa becoming settled in the area at where t he largeet amount of 

physical and eoolal deterioration ie found, there ie anot her important reason 



v - i > f 9 

1• Business gistrict« (continued) 

why ths Japanese settled In the Larimer District* Ths ree ltore and the city 

police department hare drawn an extra-legal line of demarc ation» which cow-

fines Ska anyone of Japansss ancsstry In the area northe aet of 18th street 

and northwest of Curtla Street* The area outside thle conf insmsnt 1« taboo 

to the Japansss for busineee purpose or tuatekaxapxssx tAssuuijctn purehaas of 

a home* Thle restrictive covenant on property affects the Kegroe as well as 

the Mexicans* The realtors and the oity police departmen t have worked hand 

in glove in enforcing this highly extralegal restrictio n against minorities* 

The realtors would refuse to transact buelness with an y member of the 

minorities,*^ the police department would refuse to Is em s the necessary 

business licence if anyone of the minorities becams bell igerent and etepped 

outside the 18th and Curtis confinement» However» a nu mber of Japaneee» 

mainly nissl, have fought thle rectrlction and have eueeee efuly established 

business or  fee  purchased hornse In the better bueinece and reeidenti al sectlone 

of town* 

In 194$, during the height of ths vicious aixtWapaneee cam paign 

conducted by the Denver Post* nicei George Hateumonjl d ared the Police Dept. 
gxasaxy to operate a grocery in a restricted area 

to deny him a/llcencc/after the Denver Unity Council assur ed him full backing* 
CafrCain 0 1 Donne 11 of 

Not having any legal bacle for their discrindnatory po licy,/the Police Dept. 

reluctantly issued the neceesary licence to Mateumonji . However, the <3llee 

Dept. uncuccccsfully ussd various msans of forcing Mat eumonji out of buelneee, 
to inepect ths grocery 

as ccnding a number of health cm£ officers and othsr city of ficials/to ess 

if Matcumonjl could not be caught on corns minor techni cal lrrcgularltlec, eufeh 

ac not having the vegetablee dleplsysd six Inches from th s ground* Mateumonjl 

has been operating the eame grocery for the pact three year e now and hac been 

very aueceeeful, having an all~caueaeian clientele* 
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1* Business District (continued)x 

Just southeast of the Larimer District is located the * Wasee ¿ferket*, 

5»t5tx>« the city's warehouses, wholesale distributors , and factories are 

found* There are about 7 Japanese wholesale firms and foo d factories here* 

Just north of the Larimer District and near the railroad tracks and 

South Platte River is  ttunjut&i  *Denargo Market% which is Denver's produce 

•Mi packing and shipping center« There is only one known aha i Japanese wholesale 
kholscale 

produce firs. There are about 60/produce firms in the city, and most of them 

are located in the Denargo Market, the rest in the Wazee Ma rket« 

The too market rag districts are mentioned now, as many Japan ese found 

employment karaat these places. This will be discussed lat er in the report« 

main 

So in summary it can stated that the/Japanese busines s district is 

hemmed in by the wholesale market ititrtit area and th e main railroad tracks 

on the north, the central business district on the south , kjc the poorer 

caucasian businesses on the west» and the Mexican dist rict on the east« The 

trend in the past has been expansion of ths Japanese bus iness and residential 

districts toward the Mexican district* Although it is d efinitely situated 
in the pmarax deteriorated and generally?pa*x business d istrict of ths city» 

tx 

the Japanese have made vast improvements to the physical appearance of the 

district* 
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2« Typ«a of Business aqd Professions 

Through the saxaut Colorado Japanese  Susine ss  Director for 1946, the 

Japanese newspaper ade» and informed individuale it was lea rned that there 

are 236 Japanese business uubc}ucatuiKkanKi establisha afets.and professions« 

Typs Numbsr 

Apartments and Hotels (21 and 25 respectively)..,. 46 
Manufacturers 4 Wholesale Distributors #. 
Grocery Stores «••«.**..*•••»•*•.*(  19 
Fruit 4 Vegetable Markets ...••••••.....( 5 
Restaurante 20 
Olothes Cleaners n 
Laundries ................,......(  7 
Auto Service  9 
Insurance agents •..••«••.•••••••••.«•••...••.••.•  9 
Dentists $ 
Physicians & Surgeons ••••.«•.••..•..•••.........•( 5 
Barbers .......................................... 6 
Beauty Shops 5 
Jewelers 6 
Carpenters & Paper Hangers .•.••.••.•.•.••.•...... 5 
Photographers (studios) 5 
Pool Halls «  4 
Radio Service 4 
Dressmakers •••••••••.«•«••••••••••••••••••••.•... 
Hardware Stores •.••••..••••.••••.•.•.•••••.•...•.  5 
Sewing Schools *.••.•••..•.••••.•••...•••......••. 5 
Service Bureaus 3 
Shoe Shops 3 
Drig Stores 2 
Fish Markets ..•••••••••••••••... ........ 2 
House Cleaning ••••••••••••«*•*•••••••«••«•«••.•*• 2 
Sweet Shops (Kashiya) ••«•...••.•••••••••....••... 2 
Floral shops 2 
Lawyers 2 
Masssurs 2 
Mail Ordsr stores (Japaness food) 2 
Music (instructors) ••••••«••••»•••••••.•••*.•••..( 2 
Piano Studios « •••••»••»••»••••.••••( 2 
Japanese newspapers •••••••••«•••••«•••••«••..*.•• 2 
Nurseries (potted plants) 2 
Seed Distributors 2 
Tailor x 
Sign shop  1 
Morie Theatsr 1 
Sift Shop ............. 1 
Book Store 1 
Physical culture/ instructor 1 
Storage Company •••.••••••••••••.•••..•••••••••.•. \ 
Express Company •••••••••••..•••••...••••.••..•••• l 
Employment office 1 
Miscellaneous 3 
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2* Types of  amine a«  and Prof» sal on i (continued) 
•stabliahments 

Most of the 258 businesa«*/& professions are located in th e Larimer 

Dietriot or nearby* there are over different type« of bueineaaea and 
typea of 

profeaalona* ^MK/businesetif namely, apartments and h otels, manufacturers 

and wholesale distributors« grocery stores, fruit and veg etable markate» 
_ 

restaurants, • * k m m e & S f f i m M i p S H n i r constitute 3BT of the total 

of 2^8 independent establishments* 
. has continued to ba 

It/nui only longioal that food and housing/max* the two leading Japanese 

operated businssssa* During the height of the reaettleme nt of the evacueee 

in Denver» there was a great demand for teoperorary sh elter, as hotels and 

apartmente* Many of the evacuees were waiting for an oppo rtunity to return 

to the West Coast, while others ware looking for a more permanent residence. 

The leases on tha hotels and apartments were obtained very cheaply, and in 
haa bean 

turn the rental/mm vary cheap* Many of the Japanese familie s went into 

the hotel business, not only bscause there ware good bu siness prospects in 

it, but because it solved their own housing problem« I t is believed that 

the number of Japanese operated hotels and apartments ha a increased steadily« 

and that the number Hated in the preceding table ie probabl y a very con-

servative estlac*ex figure* Thay cater mainly to a Japan ese clientele* 

Aa the Japanese evaouees left the various centers in largs  numbers and 

flocked into Denver there waa a big demand for Japanese f ood producta. 

Japanese food manmfaaimaajt factories , wholesale distrib ution firms, retail 

grocery stores, and restaurants mushroomed overnight* W ith over  5,000  evacuees 

inDenver during the height of the resettles*nt progra m in 19̂ 5» the demand 

for Japanese food was tremezidoue* Far-sighted buain easmsn not only saw 

lucrative business trade with the Japanese in the city, butxas* also saw the 

proepects of txa Denver becoming the Japanese food cen ter shipping out processed 

food to the Japanese who returned to the West Coaet and to thoee who resettled 
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in the East« especial!y Chicago and Hew York city. Japanes e food was shipped 

•von to Hawaii» which has an svon larger Japanese populati on than the e atiro 

Japanese population in the United States* A few exsmplee  oan be oitee by 

way of illustration« 

The Modern Food Products Conpaqyjrf wae established ear ly in 194j. It 

hae dealt exclusively in the wholeeale distribution of Jap anese food prooeseed 

in Denver.by Japanese food factories* During its infancy it aaiutaxt carried 

on a flourishing trade with the various Japanese relocat ion cantere* As 

svaoueec left the centers and resettled in Denver» in th e East» or back on 

the West Coast, its trade shifted froarthe reoelocatio n centers to  the ss 

arsas in which ths Japanese evacuees resettled* Because  of competition 

fro« newly formed Japanese food wholesalers in Denver» in the East» add tn 

ths Wsfrt Coast» its volume of business has slackened som ewhat but it is 

still holding its own* 

Ssmsxafxtlui Japanese food factories turn out bean sprou ts, noodles» 

seaweed» fish oake» bean cake» ehoyu, various kinds of pi oklsd food stuff» 

paekagsd dshydrated food, soy bean fbod products» var ious bottled preserves» 

rice cakes and other Japanese sweets» and Japanese vim  ($aks).  Most of ths 

products turned out by ths food factories ars handled by the v arious 

Japanese wholeeale distributors» although sons bypas s the wholeealsrs 

and sill directèy to the retailers* 

tóoet of the Japanese retails« groceries sell a variety of Ja panees 

food etuff, but they also carry the usual stock of food stu ff found in any 
products 

grocery store* A few stores carry Japanese  tood/ukmtt  exclusively» as ths 

Pacific Hsrcantils Company, one of the leading retail fir ms in ths Lariasr 

District* A number of ths retail groceries which conce ntrate on Japanese 

food products carry on an sxtsnsivs mail-order business  with Japanese eus~ 

tomers in ths East and in the Vest* A small Jspansss firm wh ich 't||Tlllfiinilliiniii 
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2* Types of iusiaggsg and Profscsion* (continued) 

fried bean eak@ (aburaJcc) and does It* own retailing, Ca rriee on an unusual 

mail-crder business. Thsy havs a fairly ezttnalvc trad« with ths West Coast 

Japansse» and the fried bean eake product Is packaged in dry ice.in prepare* 

tion for nailing*  Dry  ice is essential* ae fried bean cake is like scrambled 

eggs and sax subject to spoilags easily* Meet of the Jap anese rstail storss 

have a mixed clientele« while some are largely.nori-Jap aneee. 

Japanese restaurants seen to be inevitable wherever Jap anese are found 

in any significant number« Sons of the restaurante serv e Japansee and Chinese 
•  while a few esrve American dish exclusively* 

diehee exclusively About half serve both Oriental and Amer ican dishes. 

There  i s no Japanese restaurant which has an  a l l - J apanes e clientele* Some 

of the restaurants cater to a predominantly non-Japane se clientele, mostly 

Mexicans and Caucasian laboring claee f  as the Nikkow Low* The lanchu Grill 

ie probably the leading restaurant* catering to the bette r class Japansse 
% 

and Caucasians* fartiee and banqucte are held here freque ntly* 

Some of the Japanese who either purchassd or Isassd the who le first 

and eeoond floors of a building operate more than one bueine ee. Take for 

example a kibei named Fred Aoki, who operates a hotel» pool hall» restaurant 

combination*onXa Larimer Street near 20th Street* The second floor ie 

operated as a hotel, while the front of the etreet floo r is a restaurant 

and the rear a pool hall* *Fred*s* place as it is called i s aery popular* 

sspecially among kibeie» many of whom are ehlok-sexere* He has three 

flourishing bueineeses which cater almost exclusively to a Japaneee clientele* 

In 194$ George Furuta» a very aggressive nisei businessm an» purchased 

a collection of store buildings located on the popular co rner of Larimer 
paying about #17»000* 

and 20th strssts/ He book over one etore for his own us* an d operated the 

present Manchn drill* The rest of the etoree he rented o ut to varioue 

Japanese bueineeemen* Early in 1946 he cold the ¿tenchu G rill* property 
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21 Typee of Business and Profession* (eontinusd) 

and business« to his brothsr-in-1aw for * handsale pries of #15,000. Hs 

still retains possession of ths store buildings fro» whioh he receives a 

regular monthly rent« He is one of the many Japanese wh o have been very 

successful in business* 

«feat about the other types of businesses operated by Ja panese? Aside 

from ths five s&jor onee already msntionad, there are 40 others whioh consist 

of 1J5 indspendent establishments. This figure include a a few professional 

people« as doctors, dentists, and lawyers, who will b e disoaseed a little 

later* As indicated in the table the rang» in types of business is very 

wide* Most of these other types of business cater to a mixe d clientele, 
nay 

which/include Japanese, Mexicans, xagxaaaxaai. Caucas ians, and a few Ne&roes. 

Most of the olothes tlsaners and laundries, which are loc ated in ths Larimer 

Diatriot, cater to a mixed clientsIs, soma being predom inantly non-Japanese. 

Ths earns is true of the auto ssrvicss, ons of which trades la rgsly with 
Mexicans and Negroee. Four of the five photo etudioe hav e a mixed clientele» 

whioh is located outside the Larimer District, 
while ona/has an almost extlueiv* trade with the better cl ass of Caucasians* 

Tua five 
Mast of the/beauty chops are located in the better busine ss district and 

have a 90% Caacasian and $0% Japansss clientele* the ot her three have 

Japaneee and Mexican customers largely and eons Caucasi ans« two of ths 
cater 

four pool halle/axa exclusively to Japansss, one to isse i mainly and the 

other to kibei mainly* The other two have a mixed nisei-M exican clientele 

with a few Negroes« A word san be said for sach of the remain ing types 

of busineee, but they shall be ignored for the present* 

Two unique businesses ought to be mentioned briefly, ho wever* One is 

the Japaneee-owned theater, looatcd on Larimer Street be tween 16th and 19th moot of thfiime 

strsats« Ths thsatsr is rented/to Mexican operators ma at who chow cheap 

•ourth-run pi vise al-oet nightly« About once or twice a month old Japanese 
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3« Typee of amlMii end Profcee^om (Continued) 

movies  at« shown to th® Japanese publie* 

One of the three ssrvlss bureaus is operated by an elderly nisei, who 

offers an unusual variety of services as to the public ae lo cating employ««nt t 

filing of income tax returns« bookkeeping» exprese service , Western Union 

telegraph» escuring Greyhound Bus ticket» contracting carpenter and painter 
-English 

cervices, notary public» Japaneee/trans1ation« and hor se xasfcag races betting 

agent* Thle elderly nisei has his wife and two daughtere as sisting him 

at the office* He made 465QQ in 19̂ 5* In an Interview he et atedi 
• •  1 • v 

nl oaks a little here andthere* If you are smart you know 
how to make money.* 

In general he le quite a smart, suoceseful business oper ator, perhaps a 

little shrewd* 

Now, a word about the professional  <Japaneee •  Host of the six dentists 
dentist and 

and 5 physloiane and surgeone have a nixed clientele» Dr* Mi yamoto,/an 

elderly native leeel leader, has hie office in the heart o f Larimer District 
native 

and haa a large Japaneee clientele»  Dr*  Mayeda, dentist and young/nisei 

leader, hae a flourishing trads largely with the better cl aee of Causaelane« 

Hie office is located in the better buslnsss district of t own, 
nlssi 

The two/lawyerc in town have an almost exclusive Japaneee c lientele and 

are doing fairly•mitx 
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3. Business Prospects* 

tfhfct are the present and future proepeeta of the Japanese-ops rated 

businesses in Denver? The answer to thie question is ve ry much dependent 

on whether the Japanese in Denver» almost of who» are W est Cosfet evacuees» 

plan to remain In the city indefinitely or whether they are planning to 

return to the H«st Coast« The West Coast issue is causing undue alarm 

among many Japanese businessmen« especially those who c ater mainly to a 

Japanese clientele, k few of theee businessmen are making frantic prepare* 
in anticipation of 

tione  to.  move their businessss to the West Coast f /fc£xaAilxMk*a ths mass 

sxodus of the evacuees to the V/eet Coefet'» which they f eel will take place 

within the next year* Most of the businsssmsn» although c oncerned^ about 

the possible departure of the evacuees, ars operating t heir businesses on 

the basis of staying in Denver for a period of years» regar dless of whether 

the evacuees leavejrf or not* dome of ths businesses are definitely^ here to 

stay« especially those thst are catering largely or exclu sively to a non-

Japanese clientels. 

In discussing fihs prsssnt status and future prospects of  Japansss 

bu s i n es s es in Dsnvsr»  fcfcxmaatxfcexxsmemkaxs*  Denver'e genersl economic situa-

tion must be kept in mind. One individual stated, "Generall y speaking, 

Dstirsr is an economically dsprsssed arsa." Ths cost of l iving and wags 

s*«l* in Denver is dsfinitsly lowsr than say Los Atogsles, Chicago» or 

Nsw York city. For example, May Company» one of the leadi ng department 
a strike 

etoree in town» * k has bssn experiencing/by its union smployses for ths 
psr wsek, 

past two months. Ths minimum wags  fcs  paid by May Co*#any is $18.5Q/and 

ths union has been striking to obtain a $2*t.OO minimum . The top pay of 

veteran employees has bssn around fJO. per wssk or less. (Thsse figures 

nsed checking») 
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ji. Business Prospectus 

The «vera«« nisei *r iseei laborer make about 5^0.00 or 05 -00 per week. 
plus a few dollar* otjfcips* 

A nieei waitresses usually average about #18-00 or 230.00 p er week/ Par* 

laborers In Colorado get about 60* or per hour, as coapare d to the 

11.00 an hour paid in California. A young iesei waiter who ie g etting per wsck 
state dt* that that is exceptional good pay for a waiter In Denver. 

Aside from few scarce Japanese food produete, prices o f things in 

general are cheap,  tor  instance, one could get a fairly good meal for about 

60* or in Denver, whereae for the same seal one would have to p ay about 

90* or more in Chicago. In spits of the universal housing sho rtage and 

the inflationary pricee on houses, many who have been able to find houses 

for sale have been able to purchase thee for relatively reas onable prices 

compared to the priees being aeked say in Washington, D.C . Cne Japanese 
two~bedrooa -

family bought  avery/nlos/house in the better Japanese residential MgrUt l 

for leee than $4 ,000 about a year or eo ago. That house would/eaeily/xaii sold 

for over  #10,000 in D.C. Bill  floeaka,  nieei journalist, only recently 

purchased a nice four-bedroom houee,«*** including an at tached apartment 
in a niee residential district 

which is being rented out./for  #12,000. Bill thought thie wae high, *ut 

a eimiUr purchase in Washington, D.C. would have been eaeily over |1?,000. 

The foregoing general economio setting prevailing^ in Den ver *• has 

been briefly deeeribed so that the Japanese bueinesees as y be evaluated in 

proper perspective* 

Cne thing ie certain about the preeent •**• /° f  Japanese 
if any . , 

business firme. Very few/are making huge profite. Koet of t he firme are 

ililllg fairly well, which ie about all that can be said of th em. Some are 

merely "getting along* to use the words of a number of inform ante« 

Because of their limited income people in general are limit ed in their 

expenditures and are more careful about what they spend thei r money for and 

how they spend their money» 
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3» Business prospects? (continued) 
in general 

Ottoeequently the Japanese bue i ae s soa/Lav o a relativ ely conservative trade« 

Oatha|y Ansrlcan Legion Poet whioh operate« a $siabUng hou se luraa 

a good number of the Japaneee who generally lose utucb of thei r hard earned 

weekly or acnthly wages« This affects the Japanese busine sses to some extent 

in the way of trade« 

Proa an overall stanpoint moat of the various types of Jap a ne ® «-operatad 

businesses are doing, fairly wall in comparison with the average businesses 

in the city* Formerly Japanese busing«sea depended largel y on a Japaneaa 

clientele• Gradually  fcka  with large number e of evaauaee leaving for the 

West Coast Japaneee buainteee* began tradiMrfwItl̂ aore and  sore/  aoa*\)apaneee 
*** TlmiiMi; > .��mi  * 

customers« Today some businsssee trade almost exclusive ly with a non-

Japanese clientele, either exalusively with Cauoasia n«, or exclusively with 
and Negroes, 

Mexicans/ or a mixture of all three* Most of the businsssee lunula have a 

mixed  JapiHi mea iemi  nuu «mspmtmm clientele, eon» Japanese and Caucasians 

only» and others Japanese, Caucasians, and ̂ sxicana* Some have Negro trad« 

but not in any significant volume« 

Thie shift from a largely Japanese clientele to a mixed clie ntele la 

an interesting sociological phenomenon« Ac the Japanese bu einessee became 

fairly wall established and known the Mexicans and Caucasia ns in the Larimer 

District began trading at these bueineeees, first out of curiosity and 

gradually through the growth of a better working relat lonehip and understanding 

between the Japaneee and the non-Japanese groups« This t rend seems to be 

continuing in a greater degree« 

Of couree, there are some exeeptions as the Japanese fo od manufacturers 

and the ¿ajuuuisa retail stores which dsal exclusively in Japaness food product«* 
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3» auelneee Proepeatei (eontlnued) 

The Japaneee food seaigafaeturliig and wholeaale dlatrlb utlng first» of 

whlch there tri *rt noi eoapletely dependent on Denver t rade. A« a nattar 
a 

of faat a good mstber ara oainly dependant on tha trade they aarry on with 

japaneee out of the «tata» ae Chicago, Haw York city» Lea Àngèèee, and Hawaii* 

They poee an eotlrely dìfferent probità fron aoat of tha ot her Japaneee-operated 

buelneeeee whleh ara eoatpletely dependent on Denver  trade* eìther with 

Japaneee or non-J apatie ee or botte« 

àxkaxsraSLws of the Japaneee bue Ine ae people f̂a tryl ng to aetabXiah 

the ir reepeatlve buelneeeee on a firwer footing ambe by aaklng warioua 1»-

proveaente and by expanding the ir volume of trade f  e ape al al ly aaong non-

Japaneee» Hany of theee people ara eonealoua of the faat that if and when 

the evaoueda le ave tha elty In large numbere they wlll aiika x ha ve to  tanta  mintala 

a non-Japaneee allentala in ordar to oontlnue bualnaaa» otherwlee they will 

be foraad to aloae down thelr buelneeeee* 3o»e bava alre ady aahieved eueoeee 
their 

along thle line» and/tka future proepeate afxfcfcaaa wi ll not be afféeted by 

the departure of tha evaeueee* 

Some have invested eonelderable euoe of money in thelr  reepeotlve buelneeeee 

and ara frantlaally taaklng every effort to  raaka  up thelr lnveetaente, e ape alai ly 

durlng tha praeent period of eondaretive pròeperity*  JAuay  of theee people will 
at the and of thie period 

be foraad to operate their buelneeeee InDenver for a few yeare» and/eooe wlll 

find thelr econonie future rootad in thie eoranunity fo r yeare to acme« 

Maay of Japaneee buelneeeee are relatlvely new in terna of  longevity. 
».  . * 

New onee have Gropped up eteadily* Right now there la new Jewelry ehop being 

opened. A klbel la eurveylng tha poeelbllltlee of operat ing a parking lot* 

If a non-Japaneee allentale aan be eeeured there la no need to fear that a 

aaturation polnt hae been reaohed with reepeet to tha n uaber of Japaneae-operated 

buelneaeee la aoncerned* 
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3* ¿uclness Prospsotc (continued) 

The cruoi&X  t«tt thtt Jap  aims« M a s s e s » being gicsnei operated on a 

long tarn  basis,  will have to ffcee eooner or later le that over clientele . 

Thoee business«« whioh hare an increasingly large number o f 4tapa non-Japanese 

trade and which are not dependent on the Japanese will have a ouch healthier 

chance to survive than thoss bueineesee which eater t o the Japaneee mainly. 

This docs not Mean that busineceee catering to a large J apaneee clientele 

will be certain to go by the wayeide, for it ie believed that a good cegpent 

of the Japaneee population will continue to remain in Den ver for cone tins 

to cone» and their kaaiaa trade can be counted on* Howe ver* because it no 

one know» how many will leave and When this will take plac e» from a sound 

buclneee standpoint it would eee* that reliance on a norWa panese trade would 

be nucyWicer« 

Some of the bueinessnsn end non-busin®samen feel very pe eelsistio 

about the present end future of Japanese bueineesee. They feel that txnute 

volume of trade has dropped eonelderably and they fear t hat it will continue 

to dropf further* Thie 1c partially true, when the eltua tlon le viewed fro» 
and and 19*9 

their etandpolnt* During 19*?/ 1944, taUx&k} the food f actorlec and whole* 

sale dletributorc made tremendous profits as they had a l arge trade with 

relocation centere and Hawaii. During the case period r estaurant« and 

food etoree enjoyed their blggeet profit years» ac evacu eee flocked into 

the city and the etate« The earns holde true of many of the  other Japaneee-

operated businesses. Since late 194? and on through early 1946 thousand« 

of evacueec left** the city end the farme of Colorado* Th ie affected those 

businesses which catered largely to the Japaneee* The foo d factories «Ad 

wholesals distributors loot their flourishing trade w ith the relocation 

centcrc ac the eentere were all cloced by the end of 1946*  However» thie 

wac eomewhat offset by the trade that wac picked up in are as that svacusec 

reeettlcd ac Loe Angelee, Chicago, etc* 
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7b« actual fact It that although the margin of profit is not as groat 
most of the businesses 

now as It was during the prosperous war years,/tfcan are still operating at 

a fair profit* Whit these pessimists fear ie not so such the pressnt as the 

future. xXkajtxisax The faod processors and wholesaler s are fearful of the 

competition that will arise as «1 food faotoriss and whol esale firms besoms 

established on the ttfsstl Coafct and in the East* And they  are fearful of the 

opening of trade ** bstwsen Unitsd itstee and Japan when t he superior food 

products from Japan will forse them out of business* 
psssfemistlo the 

Some of  ths/buslns ssmsn  who is trade/ largely with/local populace have been 

m m affected by a drop in their volume of buelness, and they attributed thie 
a trend . 

to the departure of the svaousss fxsa to the West Coast,/ which they feel will 
i • 

continue indefinitely* 

On the other hand there are a good number of Japanese busi neesmsn who 

srs optimistic about present and future prospects. A you ng nisei pharmacist 

who km  has been operating * drug store for the past six months only  in the 

Larimer District is determined to mtke a go of his busines s and indicated 

that he is definitely staying in Denver for at least ton years« He has a 

large Mexican trade» a good si as  Japans ss  and Caucasian trade, and a few 

Negroes» A young nisei photographer» who opsratss a ph oto studio swtsfcda 

in ths better bueiness district» is oomplstsly oblivious to the Japaneee 

populace» having an exclusive trade with the better cla ss of Caucasians* 

He fcss  been very successful, financially and otherwise, and  ie very optimis-

tic about his future, which he feels is in Dsnver. There are  many other 

Japaness busineesmsn who have mdde or are making a succes sful economic 

adjustment like ths two nissl* 
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3» Business prospects: (continued) 

What predictions can bo made about Japaneee-operated bu einessss in 

general. Two factors which haws an important bearing on ths future are 

clientele and looatlon*af The setter of olientsle has b ssn quits thoroughly 

discussed* With regard^ to location thoee businesses whic h arc situated in 

the better business district, outside ths Larimer Distr ict* are faring And 

will continue to fare much better than those in the Larime r District* A 

differences In location eleo me ansa a difference in cl ientele* Onlyji about 

10% of the Japancee businesses are believed to be located outs ide the 

Larimer District. 

As pointed out earlier It is not the fault of the Japanese that they 

have established bueinessss in ths Laiimer District* The  discriminatory 

practices of ths city Polios Department and the realtor s have bssn largsly 

rssponsibls for this* 

For ths businesses dealing exclusively in Japansse food products as 

ttaxtks some factories» wholesale and ratal1 firms, and rsstaura nts, ths 

future doss not seem too bright» although they will c ontinue to enjoy some 

success for about a year or so* In general ths future of o ther types of 

buslneeeea» aa cleanere and laundsrsrs, auto service , barbers and beauticians, 

jewelere, photographers, radio servicers, etc* appeare to be fairly good 

for some years to come* 



P# 2* 

I B generai the typee of oecupatione the J apañase ara enga ged I B vary 

froa the manageriai, profeesional, and ekiXl«d *ork«r o n one hand to th« 

unakilled and eomaon labor on the other* KmIda froa tha ee tabliehed busineae 

oparatora and profeeeional peopio, many hara ehlfted froa 5«b ta Job aaxji ovar 

a ralatir«Xy ehort period of tima« Tha üla«ei«¿ example l a a young kibei 

bachelor, who voluntarily evacúated froa California and ha« aaxkaáxtaxexax 

ohangad jobs/a*«x a doaan Use« inxax£an**yar b*twa«n Dea rar and Chicago 

ovar tha paat four yeara* not to mentios a year of baking «a hooX that ha 

had during thi« period» Be work«d aa eook in varloue resta urante, baker 

at a aouple of bakerlee, aa presser at a olothee eleanin g firm, produee 

•h«d worker, worker at a firm amnufacturing Ohristma«  ornament», and currently 

la working aa at a lumbar yard. Ha 1« preeently thinking  very eerioualy 

about retumlng to work a« a baker and probably eetablia h himeelf in Texa«« 
uQrked 

During one week ia Denver reaentXy hc/aaxk in three differ ent typee of work 

at three different placea* Prior to the aar he aa« a gard ener. He la 

probably an extreme example of a good number of nia«i a nd kibei who have 

aoquired thi« rttfttiw «hifting nature ever «inoe th« aar and t he evacuation. 

Of oourse, there are varloue reasns, some idoeyneratio, f or thle ehlfting 

froa Job to#a job and plaae to plaae» but kka thle «hall be omi tted for th« A 
present. 

Aa etated early in tha report Denver iaxattii and the r ural farm areae 

of the etate are are elosaly relatad*in maay «aya* Durin g th« «Inter months 

when farming 1« not po««ibl« due to the weather, many of th e idXe farmera 

«orne to D«nver to «ith«r vork or «pend a vacatlon* Thi« 1 « eepeeially true 

of «*ny of the Japaneee farra laborera* That ie one reaeon «hy  Denver 1 e 

Jap«M«« popuiatéoB 1« very fluid» aeide from the depar ture of ev«cueee to 

the #««t Coaet* 
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4« Range of Occupation«» (continued  j 

Iv@n during the cummer month« or farming season Japanese f armers and farm 

lfcborsrs, sspecially thoss living within a 50 miles radi us from ths city» 

flock into Denver frequently for recreational, enterta inment, or other 

purposes* 

The are are no known up-to-date statistics on ths occupa tional breakdown 

of the Japanese population in Denver. Only eetimatee ca n be made* 

First we muet bear in  feind  ths fugmSKlsaraiaxny of the Denver 

Japansss population* Of ths estimated total of 5,000, it i s sstlmated that 

20$ or $00 years of age or below ant therefore can be el aeeifled as 
or 2400 

non-employables* tt£x*ha The 80̂ /emp1oyfcbles include housew ives and mothers and 
the aged 

/who may or may not be employable due to various reasons*  However, many 

wives and mothers and even the aged are working in various capacities 

either as paid employees la a private firm, or as a no n-paid employes in 

a family operated business* ̂ ftgxliji of ths total popul ation, or/flS, exs 

probably constitute the non-employed housswivss categor y* This leaves the 

total number of employables to a rough figure of ttitx 2190 * 

There are 238 Individual Japanese buslnsssssf/MpanS$hs£ s  from  one 

individual, as in the case of barber chops* to 12 indivi duals, as in the 

case of come food factories, axsxampiajtsst These incl ude the owner and 

operator of the business«* as well as ths family member help  fcfcere  they 

exist. The employees at all these businesses are strictly J apanese* 

Allotting * sonssrvatlvs figure of five ae the average n umber atxaaf&ajpra 

employed at any one Japansss business firm, it would ap pear that 1290 

Japanese are dependent on Japaneee businesses for ths lr livelihood. 

this would laavs about 900 abto-bodlsd Japansss who a re Id years or 

over and are employable. Of this about 200 are full-tims st udents, sithsr 

at high school, Denver Univefsity, nursing school, or so me other school* 

Another 100 can be elaeeifled ae unemployed. The unemplo yed include many 
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4* Range of Occupations (continue d ) 

war veterans, who ara vary unsettled as to what they want t o do, chick-eexere, 

who are enjoying an off-season vacation at present, and othsrs who are waiting 

for Job openings* 

This would leavs 600 individuals who are working in variou s occupât ions 

as employees** of non-Japanese firms. Instead of attempti ng a ttnm breakdown 

of thé occupations held by ths 600, some of ths mors import ant placee  of  types 

smploymsnt will bs dsscribed briefly, while others will b e mentioned only* 

\feolcsals Producs firms and 3hed Work! 

This past season it is estimated that close to 175» mainl y wis male nissi, 

wsrs employed in ths various produes firme and sheds, w hich total about 60 

for the sity. The work at these places consists mainly of packing vegetables 

brought in by farmers and/&aaÉl5f ths» on to railroad ear s which ship them 

out of etats. It is strictly manual labor. Ths pay avsrage s betwssn 75^ 

and 80j£ psr hour« Ths regular work wssk eoneists of abo ut 46 hours, but 

during ths height of ths farm ssason thsrs is overtime for  which time-and-

a-half is paid* The average weekly pay is kafcaaan aro und $56.00 without 

overtime. With overtime ths fBp wsskly pay has gone as hi gh as $50.00 to 

|60.00 for «some nissi* This work£ Is largely seasona l, beginning  lit  Juns 

and sndlng about November. However, many nissi havs bss n working year-round 

at the varloue firms. Elmer Hartnsr Produce Company Is o ne of the largest 

produes firms, and  fcfcxjupwapaicfcatxltat  hs has snploycd more nissi than any 

other produce firm» During the war years it is reported t hat hs alons 

hired ovsr 100 nissi. During ths winter months when farms are not operating» 

Hartnsr opsratss a sssd company and continues to hire a  number of nissi* 

Nissi girls who are employed in produce firme ueually are o ffice clerks 

or stenographers* 
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Wholesale Produce firms and shed tforki (continued) 

It ie reported that during the war years there were ae many a« JOO 
as H&rinsr, 

nisei working for the various firms in ons season, and th at in many firms/ 

the employees were exclusively nisei* Sines laet year t here hae M l « a 

tremendous drop in nissi produce employees* Prom all Ind ications the nisei 

made a very favorable impression on their Caucasian empl oyers* 

Th* attltud* of »f.trBffi.tm.rt of th. nisei fellow. n ow employed are 

In produce firms toward their work le one of disdain* M any/a* doing** this 

work mainly becauss it provides them with eome income* On e nisei who is 

still working in one of the produce firms deeorlbed hie wor k as "WaetejK time* 9 

Many are seriously thinking of branching out into some oth er type of work 

or even going into x business of their own* 

Toners Ins*» 

Throughout ths war years and up to thepresent Tonere In c* hae hired and lsssl 

nisei help* There are 25 nisei/employed now, mostsi of who m are gtxta. women* 

They xsxk grade and pack eggs which are distributed th roughout the city* 

The wage le believed to be about or 75^ an hour, andthe r egular work 

week consists of 48 hours* Relationship between the Ja panese employees 

and othsr employees and the employer esems to be very go od* 

ffouee Maids* 

It le believed thfct there are about 50 girls who are emplo yed In ths 

various Caucasian hoass as full-time maids* The wagee ra nge from $60.00 

to $122*00 per month, and thle includes room and board* During the height 

of the reeettlement program there were considerable m ore nisei glrle working 

ae houee maids* Zt provided the young nisei glrle s plac e to live and board, 

and the pay wae good* The present wage eeale le considerabl y high in compari-

son to ths standard wags seals of Denver* A number of nleei girls havs quit 

working as houee maids, either to lesvs for ths West Coast  or to sccspt 
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House Maids: (continued) 
0 

other types of employment. The girls are all singls and rsl ativsly young* 

SOB» are living in Denver all alone, their families either b ask on the 

•West Coast, in the East, or elsewhere in Colorado* 

Garment factories; 

It is rsportsd that during the war years thsre wsrs as many as 50 

nisei and isssi, mainly womsn» who worksd in various ga rment factories* 

The pay was very good at that time. Recently there was pay cut a nd a con-

sidsrabls number of the nisei and iseei ksxs quit their jo bs. It is not 

known how many are still working, nor what thsy sam in wages* 

Denver Settling Company» 

Beginning early in October, 1946, the Dsnvsr Bottling Com pany hired 

15 nisei and issei women* The Company bottles ant  ftetohup.  The pay is 

about |J1* per week for a 48-hour work wssk* Up until Octo ber ths work 

orsw was entirely Caucasian, but for some reason the C aucasian crsw was 

replayed by an all-Japanese crsw* The Caucasian is repor ted to be deeply 

impressed by ths preeent Japanese workers* 

Puritan Bakery1 

It has bssn rsportsd that thsre are about 15 Japanese w orking for 

the Puritan Bakery firm* This nssds to bs checked furt hsr* 

Other Types of Employmentt 

Thsrs is a wids range of other types of smployment* Bunne ll Manufactur-

ing Company which turns out children's toys smploys fi ve nisei boys* May 

Company, a leading department stors and currently under s trlks by its rsgular 

employees, recently hired about half/ a dozen nissi girls  in ths drsss altsra-

tion department. A nuabtr of isssi men and women have be en working in 

ths various loading hotels as stockroom clerk, janitor s, dishwashers, soak, 

or ohambsrmaids* A number of isssi and nisei men are workin g in the various 
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Other Typo« of Employment» (continued) 
A few 

Caucasian restaurants as cooks, dishwashers,/or busb oys. Same/nisei girle 

kxx are working as waitreesss in non-Japanese restauran ts. One ie the head 

waitrese in a leading Chinese restaurant* A few nisei fel lows are working 

in a lumber yard« One young nisei hae been working ae X-ra y technician at 

fi salmons General Hospital for some time now* A young  ieeei photographer 

le working at one of theis leading Caucasian photo studio* A  nisei war 

veteran, who loet one arm in combat ae a member of the fa med 100th Battalion, 

hae been working ae an election clerk for the pact severa l monthe* 

It ie not known how many nisei civil eervice workers ther e are, employed 

either by the Oity, State, or the Federal Government* Durin g the war with 
Federal 

the varioue/war agenciee eetablished in Denver three we re a considerable 

number of nieei employed by the Federal Government,' bu t with these ggenciee 

closing down very few if any nieei are still employed asxHv akxi in some other 

Federal agency* The State and City civil eervice eyetems  have kxsx not been 

too friendly toward minority groupe* One part-Caucasia n part-nisei ie employed 

as a road laborer by the city* Further check in this field o f employment  1 

need to be made* 

Previously it was stated that a number of nisei has acqui red Jtke a 

habit of shifting from job to job* In two known oases i t was not ths fault 

of the nisei* Cne kibei began working for a newly eetablis hed ekli manufac-

turing firm and was rscelving over #1.00 an hour pay. After working a month 

he wae forodd to look for employment elsewhere, ae the com pany went broke* 

A nieei working for another newly eetablished firm tos t the same experience* 

A good number of nissl men and women are working in the ho apitale in ae 

town In varioue capacities. Several nisei girls are wor klng/ealee olerke or 

eoda fountain worker at a number of Caucaeian owned drug  etoree* 
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Other Types of ¿aployiaent: (continued) 

It is not known whether nissi or iasei are employed as ma au to mechsnics 

or machinists of one kind or another at any of the Caueaeia n firms. 

It is felt that aside from the Japanese-owned and opera ted businesses, 

very few nisei and isssi have been able to ssoure relati vely good jobs with 

the bsttsr Caucasian business firms* However, bhoee wi th ability, experience, 

and initiative have made an ingress* 

Because of a lack of big factories of one kind or anothe r, Xks ae they 

prevail in Chicago, XfcaxsxkaaxXsaa the field of employme nt hae been limited 

to the nieei and ieaei in that reepeit* 
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Business 
2* Discriminatory/Employment Practices» 

t through the Police Dspt« 
Eight through the war.and up to the presentfckthe oity g overnment/has 

has* discriminated againet the Japanese with respect to t he issuing of businsss 

licence« the powerful Denver Unity Council has done much t o combat the 

discriminatory policies and practloee of the oity go vernment» Many individual 

Japanese nfcs were assisted by the Council in securing the necessary licenss « 

to operate business outside the 16th mid Curtis Streets boundary in which 

Larimer District is located» On February 18th» 19̂ 6» T he Unity Council 

petitioned the City Council to amend the jtxaxx municipa l code governing 

Issuance of licenses so that City Manager of Safety will  be prohibited from 

discriminating against anyone because of "race, creed, c olor, national origin» 

or ancestry*« On that date the City Council called the ¿l anager of Safety 

to appear before the Council members» and the Manager of Safety admitted 

that they had discriminated against nisei and issei duri ng the war, but that 

henceforth the nisei and isssi  fees*  will be able to secure business licence 

to operate business in any part of the city* Miss Loui se Evans, Executive-

Secretary of the Unity Council, stated, "This statemen t has yet to be tested» 

but the City Council members felt that there was no nsed for the  rnxae  amendment 

Cfter the Manager of Safety had stated a policy of non-disc rimination«* 

Captain 0'Donne11 of the Polios Department is pstticular ly prejudiced 

and only recently told Min Yasui, lawyer and JACL repre sentative, that 

*The policy of the Police Department is not to issaa busine ss licence to any 

Japansss•* 

Despite prejudice and discrimination on ths part of certa in oity officials, 
i' ' . 

a number of nice! have been successful in sscuring the neces sary licsnse to 

operate bueiness outsids the 16th and Curtis boundary* Geor ge Matsumonji» who 

has been operating a grocery etore ever since l$>4jj» wa s dsnisd the license at 

first, but with the backing of ths Unity Council he seour sd it the sscond tike. 
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ft* Discriminatory ;ualnese and Ecployasnt Practice«: (oon tinued) 

With regard to discriminatory employment practice0 there has not been 

any recent incidents involving issei or nisei* Thla is ma inly bscauss nissi 

knd issei have learned what types of job and places of i mployment in town 

ars taboo to them. For example, one of the jobs that are taboo to the nissi 

or issei women axaxsMUtte* is working as a counter sal es clerk at any of the 

big department stores* A nisei girl who informed that sev eral nissi girls 

wsre hired by the May Company, now under strike, aa in th e dress altsration 

department stated, "They (department stores in general)  hire nissi girls 

to do xaxk that kind of work, but I don't sse why they don't h ire us nisei 

as sales clerk. I guess they think that customers will  be seared away by 

seeing Japaness face s behind the counter* Heck, we can do just as wsll as 
- / 

any of the hakujin sales clerk** 

Over a year ago, Min Yasui and Jos Masaoka, two top JACL le aders, 

attsmpted to crash the Montgomery Ward's practice of disc riminating th against 

the nisei and went together to the Ward stors and inquirs d about securing 

employment* Min Yasui stated, "Thsy wouldn't hire us» svs n as dishwashers." 

Montgomery Ward still rsfVtses to hirs any Japanese* 

l U . . , , definitely better now 

Although public sentimsnt  i a/  XBXX****KX  than during ths vicious hats 

campaign conducted by ths Denver Post about two or thrss years ago, there ie 

still a good amount of prejudice among the big Caucaeian bu siasss firms with 

rsspsct to ths hiring of nissi* 



III, RgTUR» TO THE WEST COAST 

Next to economic adjustment the most important problem facing moat of the 

Japaneee In Denver le that of whether to return to the West  Coast, and if so, 

when and how? This'Is the question that is conetantly In the minds of many 

psapie evacueee who are anxious to return* It Is the quss tlon that annoys 

many evacuees,  who have made up their minds to remain in Denver, ac well a c the 

native Japaneee, who scorn the "the sun-kissed Californ iane who think/ eo 

much of California and who believe it ic the only place the re is to llvs.* 

Reams of papsr can be written on this particular eubject,  but for the 

preeent the issus will be dlecuessd very briefly* 

It is difficult to predict how many will remain and how ma ny will return 

to the west Coast, as there are many a number of unfore seeable or uncontrollable 
most of the 

factors, as the depreeelon for example, and further as/t hs  evacuees  themselves 

do not know what the future holds for them. However, lik e the weatherman who 
roughly 

can be wrong, let uc divide the group/into the following c ategories» 

One-third (tSSl) will remain in Denver indefinitely» or permanently* 

One-third will remain in Denver for at lcaet 2 to J years, a nd 
many of these people will probably continue to reeide in 
the city after that period* 

One-third (ilii) will probably leave for the West Coast within the 
next year or two* 

ike Reminiscent of the gold rueh era of the 19th century»  fcka  hundrede 
from Denver and rural Colorado 

upon hundrede of evacueea/rushsd back to California in la te 19^5 and early 

1946. During the mad wild scramble back, many evacueee who  had nothing to 

go back to were engulfed in the tide and many native Japan ese were ewept into 

the epidemic. Two factore which were influential in crea ting thie panic 

wcret 1) to take advantage of the free traneportatlon  offered of WfU, which 

offer wac to terminate in  Marcfr,  1946) end 2) Emotional attachment to their 

former place of reeidenec, a feeling which was accentuat ed over*the period 

of the war yeare during which they were confined in rel ocation ocntere or 
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prohibited by law to return to the Meet Coait* 

Ihia The mad rush *£lt ie definitely over, although ein ee then a number 

of evacuees hare been trickling back steadily* It has le ft a deep psychological 

effect on ths remaining evacuee population« Many who are a nxioue to return 

are making plans more cautiously* They are largely the "opportunists* who 
/ 

are waiting anxiously for come kind of opening» either bus insss or job* 

These psopls belong to the one-third group who will prob ably leave for the 

Coast within the next year or two* 

All sorts of storlssaabout the returned evacuees circulat e among the 

people here* Some are good, but mostly it Is bad* Stories of returneds 

living in trailsr osmps, difficulty in finding a house» sky -rookctting cost 
and 

of living» high prises for sveryttting»/poor farm condit ions have all tended 

to make a large number of evacueee who are anxioue to retu rn prefer to linger 

a little while longer in Denver where they are making a sat isfactory living* 

Theee people belong to the one-third group who will rema in in Denver probably 

for two or three years and possibly even permanently* Som e^ of thess people 

have good buslnesess or jobs and fsel thsy can do just as g ood here as they 

can on the Coast* Some ars svsn thinking of going East w hsrs they feel 

economic opportunities are better for the Japanese* 
of 

Then/the final one-third group» who probably will rema in in Denver on 

a permanent basle» many have eetabliehed promising busines ses or have looatsd 

good jobs* Many have come to like Denver immensely aa a fk laec to live* Some 

like the dry cold climate* Some like the fishing and hun ting oppcrtunitlee 

in the mountaine of Colorado* Many of theee people» nis ei and leeei alike» 

have become very conecloue of the Ill-effects of re-for mation of prominent • 1 -

'Little Tokyos" in California and fssl that dispersal away f romthe West Coast 

is £U£ much wiser faxxtka in tsrms of ths futurs of the ni eel and their children* 



p*  & au 

Q m thing is certain. Thsrs will not bs another stampeding o ut of 

Denver to gst back to ths West Coast. A email number has tr ickled back 

in the recent pact* Those who xstaxn are very deciroue of returning will 
a 

.  do eo only after laying careful plane* There le a good de al of 'watchful 

waiting" among thoee who are planning to leave within a  year or two, watching 

which way 

and waiting to sss how ths sarly returnees will make out an d/ken the economic 

sfctaatiaa trend continuée here in Denver and in the Weet Coast. Los Angslsc 

ie the center of attraction, and moet of thoes who rstumau ft will go thsrs* 

The East is a little far away from the Coaet to suit most psopl e who 

are watching the California '•weathercock". However, the younger nissi, who 

have had a tacte of the East, and who are intereetcd in en tering eehool or 

getting into certain ekllled jobs, axa have one eye cast on ths East, 

especially Chloago and Nsw Y 0rk city* 

Probably the remaining iecei ars little mors ssttlsd than fck the nleel 

with reepeet to the question of returning* Age and the  fact that they have 

become fairly eetabllehed here, plue unfavorable jitor lee of jute conditions 

prsvàlllng in California, havs mads ths issei prefer to at ay where they 

are for at leact a few more years, If not Indefinitely* Man y of the nissi, 

some just out of ths army, ars saiatiasiyxaaaattiad unde cided about their 

future  ftnd  consequently rather unsettled* A nlssi Christian miniet er and the 

a nleel Buddhist priest both complained that the nleel of  their reepective 

groupe are pejrchologically unsettled and thle hae caus ed ths nissi to turn 

away from church rssponslbllltiss and bscome very lea Irr egular members« 

Both indicated that the nleel were living in a "tempora ry vacuum" in Denver. 
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IV* HQUSINB ADJUSTMENT 

It is superfluous to merely cay that housing is one of the m ajor problems 

faelng Japanese in Denver, for housing is a major nation al problem* However* 

It would seem pertinent to describe the type of housing a djustment the 

Japanese in Denver have made* In general,, the people have made a fairly 

satisfactory adjustment* Many have bought homes, some excellent ones and 

others fair» while a good number are living in apartmen t houees and hotels* 

Japanese Residential Districtsi 

There are three major residential districts that in w hich Japanese are 

living In large numbers* They arei (ess map) 

1) Larimer District in which the Japsneee businesses ars  located in 
large numbers« Practically all the hotele and moat of t he apartment 
houcee In which Japanese are living are found in thie d istrict* 

2) Northeast cf Larimer District* Thie area adjolne the Lar imer District 
but it extadde about a mile northeastward* Hers many Japan ese families 
haye bgaght kamas detached homes* This is still largsly a Mexican 
ami/Caucasian xesenftiai residential district, and th e Japaness are 
living among them* The houeee are slut very old* Some apa rtment houees 
are round here, but no hotels* 
Northwest Denver* This is located northweet of Larime r District, 
across ths Platte 'Elver* It is *k definitely the best of ths thrss 
residential districts* Xaayxlapaasea Ths houeee are ne wer and there 
ie more/a kamaxa residsntlal atmosphere in this arsa* Man y Italians 
live here* Considerable number of ths more successful J apaneee 
business and professional psopls have bought homes her e* They are 
widely soattsred about in this wide axaax residsntlal dis trict* 

Japans se ars found living in various paJrts of ths city, a fs w in ths 

better residsntlal district» but they are eo widely ecat tered and so fsw 

in number that there ie no other area which has any sembl ance of a Japanese 

rssldsntial district* 

Ths three reeidential districts llstsd abovs have In arr anged in order 

from the poorer to the better aaatiaa districts» with Lar imer District being 

the poorest, Northsast Larimer being fair» and North west Denver being the best* 
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I»a» Lariatr Districts 

This is ths area where hotels» rooming houses 9 and apart roe nts are found 

in abundance* Although aoms of the hotels and apartments a rc fairly nice 

in most raapacta* a large number are old and lacking in facilities and convs-

nienoea* % A few are dilapidated and coal stove» in th e ka jipartnsnta supply 

the heat* A few aamtrnkatak partial-apartments have a ge e stove« which serve 

«yjSxShapyfqix8£Sfxkiatt as wall as ocoking purpose« as t hsre is no regular heating 

eyetem, and there is a lack of aink or basin and bathroom in the individual 

apartment* In moat of the hotels and apartments there i s usually one bat/hroom 

to a floor* Hotel and apartment rental in this district l a very cheap* > 

Hotel room rental range from $$*00 per week to |10*00 f  the average being about 

#5.00 per weak* The average rental for full-else apartme nts is a little more 

than the hotel rate« but not very much more* 

The bulk of bachelor males and females of the Denver Japan ese popula-

tion live in this district* Also many small family units« usually couplse« 

It« ars found here* Many of ths famlliss operating bualne asss livs here also« 

usually living in ths rear of the store* 

from all aepects this Is a bad dietriot for famlliss wit h young children 

to be living* The rooms and apartments are crowded« and th ere is no play-

ground for the children* Conssquently many play in the d ark hallways« in 

the etorea« or on the atreete* 
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Northeast District? 
a 

Aside from Larimer Distrlet f  the Northeast Dlstriot is/rel&iively denee 

Japanese residential district« Many Japanese families ha ve bought homes 

here« there are a number of apartment housee, but not ve ry many« The 

Japanese are living among Mexican and poorer White famili es« The houses 

ars very old 9 and most of the homes  fcaxa  lack a regular heating eyetem and 

have a large coal stove which keeps the various rooms he ated« 

Desalts some undesirable features afxfcfc&sxxssX in th e homes, this district 

is far more desirable than the Larimer District« The MsxXa axsxaad Japanese 

seem to get along with the Mexicans and the Caucasians, a lthough there is 

very little visiting between the Japanese and the othere * 

l.a. Northwest Districti 

This district compares well with most of the better whit e residential 

districts In ths city« The homes are relatively new, very s ubstantial, 

fairly spacloua, and have nice front lawns plus a deep bac kyard which aanx 

many use to grow a victory garden» The more succeesful Japanese business 

and professional people have bought homes hers* A at«leadi ng nisei hair 

stylist bought a nice brick home, paying 0900 in 19*5«  This house is 

valusd much mors than that now here in Denver* It could prob ably ssll for 

#12,000 If it were in Washington, D*C* 

There are quite a number of Japaneee families living in this district, 

although the total number is much less than slthsr of the  other two dietrlets« 

»any Italians livs in this district, and from all indica tions the 

Japmness seem to be getting along fine with them* 
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2. Housing Djacrlmlnationt 

At pointed out earlier the realtors» working hand in glove w ith the 

Poliss Department» have refused to ssll to Japansss any ho uss or business 

establishment that Is located outside ths 16th and Ourt is confinement. 

A number of Japanese» however» have been successful in fi nding homes and 

business-home combination in the better sections of town by by-passing ths 

realtors and transacting ths purshass or leass directly  with ths C&uoasian 

ownsr. 

Manor community orgatoi¡Rations as ths Denver Unity Cou ncil» ohurehse» 

J ACL, and others» as wsll as sympathetic Caucasians hav s given ths Jafomsss 

much aseietancs in this respect. 

Often tines it is not only ths realtors or ths Polios D epartment» but 

the Caucasian rssldsnts of a particular area lnts which a Ja pansss family 

dsslrss to settle who are prejudiced and diesriminator y« Ths prize example 

of this is ths Frank lama case, ffee story can bs told bri efly. Prank Tama 

Is a part-causaeian part-nisei war veteran» whose mother I s Caucasian and 

father Japanese* They purshassd a very nics horns In ths b etter residential 

district from ths Caucasian owner, paying something li ke $17»000* A few 

of ths rssldsnts of that area became aroused and circulate d a petition 

among ths Caucasian rssldsnts which stated they"didn 't want any Japs'* In 

thslr district. A threatening letter was sent to Frank  Yama with the petition 
• i 

eigne d by about 36 Caucasian familjree. The Denver Unity  Council» the J ACL» 

and the Fellowship of Hsconciliation (Pacificist group) cams to ths resous 

of Frank Ysma« Ths FOR sent several of its members to vis it sach of ths 

Caucasian families that signed the petition against Tama * They attempted to * 

reason with ths various families and wsrs successful i n Influencing over a 

third to withdraw their names from the petition* A third was indifferent» 

while a third remainsd hostile. JAOL threatened law suit if Yama was physically 
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denied entrance into the hone that he had purehaeed. S hortly Tama and 

his family moved into their new home without any inciden t* The lamas have 

been living In thsir new home peacefully ever since* 

Another diseriminttory housing praetics is ths restricti ve covenant, 

which is a written agreement by rssidsnts of a block or an area not to ssll* 

Isasf* or rent their own respective homes to any non-Cauc asian* These 

covenants are fairly widesprsad throughout the oity* O ften times theee 

covenants axa date kaak generations back, and ths children w ho inherit the 

property merely perpetuate the agreement* Sometimee xe the reetrictione 

are written into property deeds and are perpetuated tha t way* 

Various civic organisations, as ths Denver Unity Coun cil, Fellowship 

of Reconciliation, social geaXxi agencies, and churches are trying to combftt 

the diecriminatory restrictive covenants as well as other discriminatory 

housing practices* 
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I*  Sffiiiit  A E H E S l 

A. JAPANESE ORGAN1 ¿ATIQNfiI 

1* Japanese American Citisane' Leaguet 

Prior to the war there existed a JACL organisation in Denv er,but it 

was relatively imotive» During the war Joe !4seaoka esta blished a JACL 

office in Denver and for a number of yeare until a year ag o attempted 

to reactivate the looal chapter* It ie believedfck that d uring Joe Maeaoka'e 

stay here he wae not very successful in eoliciting any ei sable membership 

among ths nisei, although hs was very aotlvc in puehingi he nisei cause in 

the community* Early this year (1946) Min Yaeui succee ded Joe Masaoka 

as JAOL representative in Denver* Yaeui'e official posi tion is twos one 

as a paid JACL tri-3tata Representative, and second ae Fi rst Vice-President 

of ths Denver JACL chapter* Denver is ths hsadquartsrs fo r ths thrss states, 

Colorado, Wyoming, and Nebraaka, and this area is called Tri-State* 

The total memberchip of the Denver chapter ie currently around $20« 

This is claimed to be the largeet membership of any ehap tsr in the United 

States* A good segment of the local membership is drawn from  the nearby 

farm areas, as Brighton which is about 25 miles north o f Denver* 

Dr* Takashi Mayeda, popular nisei dentist who has a larg e Caucasian 
current 

trade, ie  the/preeftdent,  of the local JACL* There are four regular meetings 

during the year, but there are a number of other meeting s in between ae 

cabinet meetings, special meeting*» and spscial events  as carnivals, dances, 

and parties* 

From a standpoint of member-participation and member-int erest ths 

organization is very weak* There ie excellent leadersh ip in ths psrson 

of Min Yaeui, but  "hs  is carrying on too much of ths load* There are a number 
healthy 

of prominent nissi businessmen and professional men who make/Financial con* 

tributions and lend some assistancs, but they cannot be depended on regularly. 
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lm Japanese American CItlgene*  League i  (continued) 

There eeetato be too many "off again an again" leaders* a nd too few 

leadere  "who  can be depended on regularly* Cne reason is that the lead ere 

solicitada* are either too burden with other personal obl igations or are 

simply not very Interested* There eeexa to be a wide chas m between the 

eupposedly leadere and the membership* Cne reason for this i s due to economic 

and eoclal class differences between tha two* Meeting s are about the only 

time that the memberc get together with the leaders* ¡Ben erally epeaking» 

there le a great deal of apathy among the members» which la due to various 
undoubtedly 

reasons* One ie/due to the unssttlsdneee among the evacu ees. Another la 

general indifference among the people 9 not only Japanese» toward anything 

having an intellectual  fcaaak  flavor» aa discussion of political issues or 
reaaon 

nisei problema* Anothar/fca mey be due to the faat that so ouch of the  -

organisation's activities nut are oarrled on at the top lev el that maqy 

of the members have adopted the attitude of "Oh» let John do It* 8 It wouid 

eeem that if more responsibility were delegated to the l eaeer-litee among 

the nleei members* their interest may bs aroused* 

Among members and non~m*mbers» including the lesei* the re is an In** 

creasing fssling that the JACIi is advancing the cause of the nisei and lasa!» 

and that in general it le a worthwhile organisation* The re is» unquestionably» 

eome resentment harbored by eome people, but this fsslin g is Increasingly 

diminishing* local 

Viewing the/organisation from the outside it appears that  it has been 

doing a great deal to assist ths Japanese in various way s» especially in 

am«1 lor ating relatione between tha Japaneee and the lar ger community* Many 

projects undertaken by tha JAOL repreeentative, practic ally eingle-handsdly» 

are unknown to the mass of the Japaneee* Theee behind-th e-ecenes aativitlea 

are produaing or will produce Intangible recults which will benefit the 

Japanaaa as a whole* 
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1# Japanese American Qltlaens 1 Leaguei (continued) 

Many of non-member nisei are not hoetile toward the JAO L» but there is 
among them  ---• •  '•• l.-!':'.-.̂"'-̂;. 

a tendency/to shy away from any Segregated Japanese organi sation» even though 

they agree that it may be beneficial to all the Japane ee. Many of the nisei 

war veterane eeem to hold thie view« 

The loeal JAOL representative and ofcfesr top JAOL leade re have reiterated 

that the JAOL ie trying to work iteelf out of a job ae soon as possibls* If 
actively 

people can be made to realise this» probably more will/ support ths organisa-

tion« 
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(NOTEi Because of limited time the v balance of the report will net omtdtted 
for the present- The eeetion headings will be given, howeve r*) 

2* Christian Church Groupei 

a) California Street Community Methodist Church (ieeei & n isei) 

b) Brotherhood House Fellowship (nisei) * 

e) Seventh Day Advsntist (Rev* Asoo) (nieei) 
a 

d) The Denver Chrietian Center and Baptist Church of the 
Open Door* (nisei) 

2* Denver Buddhist Church. 

(Xaeei and nieei) 

4* I.tf*C.A. Nisei Public Affairs Discussion Group and Th ursday 
flight Dense Group* 

JT— C/ 

3* NISEI RECREATION AND ENTERTAINMENT» 

1* Baseball teams and tournament* 

2* basketball teams and tournament* 

2* Bowlings 

a) teams, league-, aa&xaa etc« 

4* Golfing —tournament 

Nisei Women's Athletic Association 

a)  JO  member6, about 7 teams* 
b) Stage  fea  softball and bassball tournaments, as well ae 

fttherff activities. 

6* Fool Halls and gambling* 
6a* Dancing* 
7* Movies* 
6* Fishing and Hunting 

0* Issei Recreation AND ENTERTAINMENTS 

1* Fishing 

2* Pool Halle & gambling 

3* Japaness movies twies a month* 

4* Qoh, Japanese cards, Japanese music* 
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ö* OUTSRCUP RELATIONSHIP 

1. Relationship between Japanese and lagger Coraraunity * 

a) Ddeerlminatory praetieee (ae SIitch Qardene) 

Sx b) Community organisations assisting the Japanese s ei 

1) Denver Unity Couneil 
2) FOR 
5) Church groups 
4) sto* 

2* Hslationahip between Japanese and other minority gr oups» 

a) Mexicans 
b) Ms gross 

c) Inter-raSial groups 

J* Denver Poet and Rooky  tft*  News 

E* OVERALL ANALYSIS OF SOCIAL ADJUSTMENT MADE BT THE JAPAN ESE. 

VI. CONCLUSIONS  Affi)  8EC"MHKNPA$I QMS 

(Appendix to ineluds a brief oaee study on a nisei, kibai,  and an isssi, 
plus an average family« This is a possibility*) 
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ROCKY FORD COMMUNITY 
visit with Rev* & Mrs, Sakamoto T. Tatsushir© ^ ( J "J 

The bus was sch© uled to leave Denver at liOO p.m. today , 

but it was 2tOO p»m, when it left Denver. After a long five  hoar 

ride I arrivei in Rooky Ford, a little after 7x00 p.ra. Some tine 

was spent getting dinner and a room at one of the tmm three ho tels 

in town. Following this I visited Rev. Sakamoto, whooam e after 

me at the hotel, at his home where I met Mrs. Sakamoto also. 

Rev. and Mrs. S. live in a very nice home in a nice section 

of town. For many years the house was owned and used by the 

Baptist Mission, but recently Mr. Ushlyama, a native ies ei farmer 

and a ardent Christian, bought the house withthe provi sion that 
a 

it is to be rented to only to/nisei Christian minister who is 

assigned to work in this region. The rent is very  cheap,  the 

S. paying  |25.  per month to Mr.  Ushlyama. 

Rev. and Mrs, S. have been married for about two years now, 

and they have a 7 month old daughter. 

¿iev, S. is technically an issei, but at present he is 

serving as the nisei churci)6orker # getting paid by the Baptist 

Mission. They use the local Baptist Church for nisei gath erings. 

He is about 36 years of age. He got his undergraduate wor k 

at the U # ofRedlande, California, and did his seminary service 

at Biliff seminary, Denver University. Immediately fol lowing the 

outbreak of the war he was interned by the FBI on grounds  that he 

had a Japanese flag in his possession. He was released f rom intern» 

ment after a year or so and came direct to Denver, wher e he attended 

the ¿£11 if Seminary. 



ROCKY FORD COMMUNITY 
•la Rev. Sakamoto 

* 2 
.cky Ford, So. Solo 

12 Nov 46 
T. Ta  t  su ahi ro 

Mrs* Sakamoto  is  a  nisei  evacuee of about 29 years of age* 

Her parents and relatives are all ir^enver* 

Both have been in Hooky Ford for little over a year» 

Rev. S. speaks and understands English, but he speaks it 

with a heavy accent. 

1 attempted to get an overall picture of the tuation in 

Rocky Ford in visit with the S. this evening. 

RQft k T Fnrrirflfflff̂ r̂r population; 

There tee about 5,000 people in the entire oonumixilty f  Of this 

about 175 are Japanese. Of the Japanese population, abou t half 

are evacuees. 

Japanese  Businesses; 

Rev. informed that there were a few Japanese operated 

businesse intown, as followsI 

2 service stations (evacuee operators) 
1 beauty shop 
1 chop suey restaurant 
1 seed distributor 

Three businesses closed down very recently. T^ey werei 

1 seaweed (noriya) factory 
1 restaurant —closed last month 
1 hotel —closed last week. 

These businesses that closed down were operated by evacu ees 

Aside frombusirB sses, one nisei is employe* /fct the 

town'8 English newspaper plant as a typesetter. 

have left Rooky Ford to return to California 
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ROCKY FORD COMMUNITY 
via Rev, Sakamoto 

C Vi  u  M W 
12 Nov 46 
T. Yatsuahlro 

% 3 
vocky Ford, So. Colo 

Prominent Japanese! 

Asked to name some of the prominent Japanese In the com munity 

2.  Ushiyama:  a  native issei & family; very  wealthy;  owns 
and operates about 360 to 400 acres of farm  lands 
Growa melons,  sugar beets, tomatoes,  and  onions. 
Strong Christian; very Americanized* 

5, Taguchii native isaei, operates a grocery store. 

These  ±MX are some of the prominent Japanese in the community. 

Community sentiments 

Hev. S. stated that the people of the community have been 

very friendly to the Japanese as a whole. He stated that t he 

following inf3n ©ntial residents of the community have be en 

specially friendly to the Japanese! 

1. Mr. North, Rocky Ford postmaster 
2. Ke.  Mendihoa,  president of Rocky  Ford  Bank 
3. Mr. Fuller, local chief of police 
4. Dr, Blatz, physician 

*& a t z » brother of above, aid also physician 
6. Mr, Blatz, brother of above, businessiam 
7, Mr. Blatz, brother of above, farmer. 
8. Kr. ails n, Superintendent of schools in Rocky Ford reg ion. 

Rev, S, stated that these Caucasians helped the Japanes e 

in various ways. 

Rev, S, named the following« 

1. Haradas 

Strong Buddhist, so is family members. 

3. Yanarii evacuee isseij farms about 100 acres on cash  rent 
basiaj also operates two fruit stands. 
Buddhist. 

4. Nagamotoi native issei;  a  seed distributor, and seed 
farmer. 
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ROCK* FORD COMMUNITY x T S / S T * S °*  C ° l 0 ' 
via Rev. Sakatooto T. Jfataushlro 

Community Sentiment; (continued) 

R«v. 3. infor» d that there was only one major lncidnt o f 

discrimination in the oommunity. This happened in 1945  about the 

time of the wa&termination.  A restaurant in town, whioh is 

operated by either a caucasian or a Mexican, put up a si gn reading 

"So Japs Allowed". This caused a great deal of indignati on among 

•the local Japanese residents,as well as many caucasiana . Rev.  3. 
caucasian * 

reported that/«**** Boy scouts and caucasian war veter ans attempted 

to tear down the sign p r o t e s t . The town newspaper came out w ith 

a strong editorial denouncing the restaurant owner for putting up 

auoh discriminatory sign. Finally a number of leading cauca sian 

members of the community asked the police department to do some-

thing about the situation. The Polioe Chief, through one  of his 
<ioinx 

men, urged the restaurant operator to take/such a alga «ff fiiUggy 

out the Japanese for discrimination. The restaurant ope rator 

finally  c ondes c ended, but Rev.  S . reported that he jt*x replaced 

the  'sign,  which was hung outside the door, with another sign ' 

placed inside which readi «We reserve the right to ser ve our frienis 

Rev. 3. informed that during the *x*xx war,despite the di scriminator 

sign, the nisei war veterans visited the restaurant and got served.-

Another minor incident of prejudice u * involved R©v. Sakamo to. 

About the time he was to occupy his present house last year, a 

neighbor named Robinson and his wife m i x objected to thei r coming 

into this heretofore exclusively white district, Mr. Coo ns, who 

originally owned the house and sold it to Wr.Uehiyama ,(Hev. a.«, 

landlord at present), developed a hostile attitude towa rd the 

Robinsons for tkfcix the letter's antagonism toward Sa kamoto. 
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Rooky Ford. So,  Colo 

ROCKY PO D COMKUHXTY 12 Hov 46 
via Rev* Sakanoto T.Yatsushlro 

Community Sehtlments (continued) 

Rev. S # stated he was amused at Mr. Coons hostility toward the 

Robinson over him, as Mr. Coons 1 father was xmx not very friendly 

toward the Japanese. In any case the Sakamotos moved into their 

home, «hen Rev.  S,  came to pick me up at the hotel tonight, we 

met Mr. Robinson, who came up to Rev. S. and tapped him/ on the 

shoulder like an old friend and surprised Kev. 3. by inquir ing 

about the latter 1s family and in general acting so friendly. 

Mr. Hobinson informed that his wife died the other week and he 

vacated hit residenee and is now living at the hotel. 

The fact that many of the prominent residents of the commu nity, 

as the president of the bank, postmaster, chief of police , school 

suprintendent, doctors and businessmen (previously me ntionsd), are 

actively behind the Japanese in this community has done a l ot 

to create good community sentiment. 

Two aaarby town restricted to Japanese* 

Kev.  3. informed that two towns, Manzanola and Fowler, which 

are located about 20 miles north of Hooky Ford, are stric tly 

reserved to the Caucasians. The Japanese and Mexicans are  strictly 

forbidden to take up residence in these two communities.  The sentl* 

ment in these two places is very bad, according to Rev. S. 

prdway and Crawley: 

Ordway and Crawley are locate1 about 30 and 40 miles from 

Hocky Ford,respectively.  M bk j & x They are generally grouped in 

the Rocky Ford region. Rev. S. informed that many evacuees h ave 

settled in these two communities. They are practically a ll farmers. 

Rev. S. stated that the high schoolsat these places have a large 
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* Rocky ford, So. Colo 
ROCKY FORD COMMODITY 12 Nov 46 
via Hev. Sakamoto T.Yataushlro 

Ordway and Qrawley* (continued) 

Japanese  student enrollment, and that the school football and 

basketball teams are dominated by nisei players. 

Other towns along the Arkansas River Valley: 

Kev.  a, stated  that ther^ are Japanese in moat of the towns 

all along the Arkansas River on until Granada near the Co lorado-

Kansas state border and even beyond Granada. In general the 

public sentiment has been fairly good, there being no maj or 

incident of discrimination. 



P- 7 
1 iky  Ford,  S 0 # Colo 

HOOKY FORD COMMUNI TY Itf Nov 46 
via Reg, Sakamoto i.Yatsushiro 

Buddhist - Christian conflicts 

Among the native Japanese there was a serious rift between 

the Christians and the Buddhist families. The Haradas wer e one 

of the leading Buddhlrt families that participated in t his split, 

and the Ushiyainas were one of the leading Christian f amilies on 

the other side. This happened many years ago,and started xtt kx 
*  the 

over fchx an argument concerning the sponsorship of/J&psne se school» 

At first there was one Japanese school, and gradually the  Buddhist 

fo rmed their own Japanese school to which only Buddhist c hildren 

were admitted* This split between the Christians and the Bud dhist 

originated in the sasmx man re r as that which took place  in 

Brighton, Northern Colorado, This ill-feeling among the Buddhists 

and Christians pervaded for many years after,and even ± «t this day 

there is a bit of the old feeling prevailing. This fplit i s not 

prevalent among the evacuee families, S. informed. Rev.  5. 

stated,he as an outsider and an evacuee, ± m has had pleasant 

relations with both the Buddhist and the Christians. 
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L u Animas, So« Colo 
T. Yateuehiro 

NATIVE I38EI FARMER 
Tom Sakai 

Together with my guide, Rev* Eisso Sakamoto, I visited th e Tom Sakai 

family in Lae Animas, southern Colorado« Ae luek woul d haae it, Mr.Sakai 

was not in, and consequently only a few minutes were epent w ith the other 

members of the family« We had plane of vieiting Granada thie day, eo we 

made our visit with the Sakai brief. Mrs. Sakai, an iseei woman of about 

45 years of age, was home and very kJuutlcy warmly welcom ed us. -

Family1 

Father1 Mr* 3| isseij farmer 
Mothers Mrs. Sj isaei¡about years* 
Children« 5 girls ) from about 2*> years to  6  yeare age range. 

Tbe youngest member of the family is still in the first gra de in public 

school. The oldest, a daughter, is married and has a 4 mo nth old baby. Her 

hueband is a 31 and now serving as occupation troop in Japan. The married 

daughter and a 20 year old son aaa were at home at the time of the visit. 

Mrs• S. is a most gracious woman, having a charming perso nality. 

Farming1 - .̂ f. : 

The Sakais have been in Las Animas for many years now. ? rior to the 

war they farmed over 1000 acree. Since the war they cut dow n their adreage 

and at present farms only 500 acres. This out in their acrea ge was largely 

due to the labor shortage. They have been ehare-eroppin g right along. They 

have been farming rather successfully right along. This ye ar ths weather has 

been bad, especially the paet week duringwhich time over J f eet of snow fell, 

and coneequently farming wasn't very good. However, th ey made a good deal 

on their melois (canteloupe) like most of the other farmers in this region 

aid. They have 20 acres of sugar beets etill in the grou nd and is prevented 

from harvesting the beete due to the heavy enow on the grou nd. The enow will 

probably be on the ground for eeveral weeke, and if col d weather continuée the 

enow will fTeese and probably destroy the beets. 

2 boye ) 
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Farmingt (continued) 

Eev* Sakamoto informed that Mr*3akai is ons of the mors s uccessful farmere 

being well adjusted and atable He continued« 

"Mr* S*le an ideal farmer. He doeen't do very much work hime elf, 
nor does his wife. I know eome farmere who have their wiv es and 
even little children go out to work on the farme all day long* Thtt's 
hard on the women and children* Ar* S. hires workers who do m ost of 
the work on hie farm** 

Mr* 3* raieee the ueual orope found in this region» namely» me lons, onions 
sugar beets, and few odd crops like beans* 

Social Adjustments 

Rev* Sakamoto, ae mentioned above, stated Mr* ie one of th e well sdjusted 

individuals in the community* He is very well respected a mong the Japaneee 

and the Caucasians* 

Mr* and Mrs* 3» are Buddhists, but their ehilren are Chri stians* Rev* 

Sakamoto informed that Mr* Sakai donated $1,000 to the Bu ddhist church toward 

the building of the huge temple in Denver* Mr* Harada and Mr* Hiraki» two 
big time 

other/native farmers also donated $1,000 toward the Buddh ist church* 

kikaxa&x jrxfam&l&a s 

Although the parents are Buddhist and the Sk**ai*aa Ohll dren Christians 

the family eeensto be enjoying good relationship* The m arried was rather 

interested in the coming state-wide nisei Christian confe rence to be held 

in Denver just after Thanksgiving» Nov* 29,20, and Dee* 1 * 

Las Animas Japanese Population» 

Mrs* S* thought that there were about 5 evacuee families i n Las Animas 

and about 15 native families» or a total of 18 Japanese families, she stated 

many Japanese farmere left this region* 
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HISBI EVACUEE  ÔUSINESSMAH 
Tom Onoda 

Before leaving for 3ranada this morning, Rev. Eizo Sakam oto, 

my guide and chauffeur, stopped his car at Tom Onoda 1a service 

station for a general/check up. Tom was very busy working o n 

another car, and consequently I didn't even get introduce d to 

him. (However,a few days later I met hln̂ t at a meeting.) Ho wever, 

I had achance to find out a good deal about Tom and the serv ice 

station. 

Tom, a nisei of about 28 years of age, lived in Brawley, Cal i-

fornia prior to evacuation. It is believed that his family  farmed 

in Brawley, He m d his family was evacuated to Boston, Ar izona, 
\ 

in 1942. During camp he was inoarge of the auto service sec tion, 

and supervised a crew of auto mechanics. He staked (this l ater), 

*I trained a lot of nisei auto mechanics who left camp for the 

East and got good paying jobs. When I learned that they, wh o I 

had personally trine  1,  were making over $100. a week in Chicago 

and elsewhere inthe East, I said 'Hell, I'm not going to stick 

around camp*  I'm  going out add make myself some money too. ,n 

In 1943 he left camp and resettled in Rocky Ford. He firs t 

did farm labor, but in 1944 he suuuc went intothe service station 

business. parents are living with  M m In Hooky Ford, 

He has married a native nisei girl, and consequently his ties 

are rather closely tied to thiscommunity. 

Business; 

He has a fairly nice six service station, which is located 

in town. He has four/Mexicans working for him. His trad e is 

with Japanese, Caucasians, and Mexicans, about equally d ivided. 

Fro^àll Indications he is doing good business. In fact h e is 

ear 

young 
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NISEI EVACUEE BUSINESSMAN 13 Nov 46 
Tom Ono&a T.  Yatsushiro 

Business; (continued) 

Btlsy most of the time that k*  his  work* piles up on  him*  Tom 

stated. 

Return to California: 

Tom is not certain whether he will eventually return to 

California or not. For the present, and possibly for c ouple of 

years, he thinks he will remain in Rooky Ford« Sot only has he 

made an investment in  business,  which will force him to remain 

here whether he likes it or not, but his marriage to a n ative 

nisei girl operates as another factor against returning » 

Social Adjustmenti 

Tom is a very likable character and gets along with all 

sorts of people very well. He is quite Intelligent, and  has  had 

high school education. Because of his business which a ttracts 

a mixed-clientele,  h©  has many friends among the Japanese, Mexican*, 

and Caucasian groups. However, his real associates are ni sei 

frfcfcrids, both native and evacuee. He gets along with the native 

very well, ̂ t f  his  bosom pals being the Harada family boys. 

The Haradas are the biggest native farm operators in this 

communi ty. 

Tom is a m raber of neither the Buddhist or Christian church. 

Her ever, he seems to lean toward Christianity. 

Tom is  a  member of the  local  Chamber of Commerce, which  I 

thought was quite m honor.  From  this, it would appear that Tom 

is a respected m  d  recognized member of the community. Of course, 

the  community  is relatively small, having  a  pre-war population of 

5,000 only. Possibly because of the smallness of the comm unity 
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BISBI SVACUBE SD3Z1IS3SKAB 13 Nov 46 
Tom Onoda t, Yatsushiro 

Social Adjustment: (continued) 

Tun's acceptaico into the 1 cal Chamber of Coraaerce was m ad© 

easier* Nevertheless, his membership in the orgin izatio n, which 

would be quite an honor  say  in Los Angeles, cannot be minimized» 

Tom is not a war veteran* 

From all indications Tom represents an evacuee nisei who has 

made a  very successful  social m l  economic adjustment In the 

community* 
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Bmt* Sakamoto called a group of about 10 young nisei of thi  community 

over for a meeting at his residence tonight* The meeting  wae scheduled for 

7i>) p*m*, but Her* Sakamoto and I had driven to Granada today and did not 

arrive until about 800 p*m* The entire meeting lasted about 2 houre* 

Z spoke about half«an -hour about the adjustment the nis ei and ieeei are 

making in the Saat, and the group quizzed me about certain aepeete of the 

conditione in the iaat* 

The group was made up of aix girls and four boys, three of whom were 

evacueea* Moat of the girla were In the !• to 22 age grou p, while the bcya 

and one girl were in the late twenties* Among those pres ent X remember weret 

Sam Kawata, about 27 yearej nisei, evacuee) married lo cal girl 
John Imoto| about 28 years} nisei, evacuee| working  on Mameda farm 

and living with Mamsdas who are natives* 
Mrs* Ssda Fujiairoi native nissi, formerly Miss Mameda, ) married to 

Hawaiian niaei Christian miniateri about 29 yeare* 
Miss Mameda: niaei about 18 years, native 
Mies Mams da: nissi about 20 years, native 
Mr* Mamsdat nissi about 2J ysars, native 
Nisei girls sister of Sam Kawatai evacuee, about 18 year a* 

It waa difficult to f̂iS the entire group into a general d lecuaaion, 

mainly bacauae of the preponderance of the younger niaei g irls* The principal 

participants in the discussion wsrsi Mrs. Fujiehiro, Sam Kawata, and John 

Imoto* 

After I had made a brief talk on conditione in the Saat, a nd aa I pre-

pared to plunge into a general disouaaion, John Imoto very a bruptly put me on 

the defence by quizzing me on the purpose and usefulness of our study* He statedt 

•What'a the purpoae of conducting etudies of the Japanee e people in 
the US* I remember ever since the evacuation,all kinds of organisa-
tion have bean making etudiee of ua* 
Z don't think it does any good* It only makee the Japanee e more prominent 
in the eyea of the people* I don't think we ought to talk t oo much about 
the Japaneee x/ remember the Pacific Citizen whiohwe ua ed to see 
while we were overseas* It alwaya talked about how good th e Japanese 
were* Ever/time we nieel soldiers saw the paper» we aald  toeach other, 

S u / S r u ^  a g a i n 8 a y S t h S t  "  n l M l th « "»»«h «* F**l* 
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think if we publicize the nisei too nueh the hakujin publi c is 
going to get tired of it,and will begin to hate us..** 
I don't think we ought to play up all the little discrimi nation the 
Japaneee le experiencing. Some of them I think we ean elmply forget. 
•••»•••••Sure  w ® «an prees soon oases into court, but ws ought to do 
it only once or eo. Make it a big court fight, put a lot o f money 
in the oaee, but once it le over we ought to forget it, and not con-
tinue to prees caede into the court over and o w again** 

John, an evacuee whoee family is now in California and who le nonliving 

and working here in Colorado ail alone, went into a lon g diatribe about the 

ueeleesnsss of the studiss like ours and ths over-abu dance of publicity given 

the Japaneee throughout the country* He was extremely emph atic and serious 

about his beliefs,  fcka*  and his tons of voice wae eo bitter» that I wae 

taken aback and epeeohleee for a while* I attempted ver y calmly to explain 

to John the nature of our work, the objectives we hoped t o accompli eh, and 

agreed with him thCt the Japaneee people have been ueed as  guinea j£ge  ever 

elnee the etart of the war. I attempted to cite examplee, li ke the Prank 
houeing 

Yaraa/case of Denver, in which discrimination was fo ught successfully through 

ths pooled efforts of alas Japanese and non-Japanese org anisations and 

individuals* It was impossible to charge John's views,  and he epent 

considerable portion of the meeting repeating his vlsws* 

Ths importance of John Xmoto's viewe cannot be minimised * Hie views 

coincided very much M M Bill Hosakawa's, who in a meeting of nisei leadere 

thought that the nleel ought to try to become an average citisen in whatever 

community he reeided* Bill was oppossd in his vlsws by Min  Tasui who fslt 
strive to' 

that ths nissi ought to/become a little better than the oth er fellow, possibly 

strive for a 110% mark. John represents the echool of tho ught that believes 

the least amount of publicity and least amount of organis ation activity in 

behalf of the nleel will produce the maximum benefits for t he nisei in ths 

future* Part of this visw is due to emotional instability a nd an* hyper-

sensitivity acquired by many nissi and* lsssl ever clnc c the etart of the war. 
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The fact that they vara uprooted  from  their homes, evacuated from the West 
t 

Coast* confined In relocation centers which were thought of as concentration 

camps by ths evacuees, publicised unfavorably by the Dies Co mmittee and 

various newepapers throughout the country ae well as var ious racist-organisa-

tions» denied induction into the army and claeslfied 4-c  which is sn 

"enemy alien" classification, reversal of gov't policy wh ich permitted the 
I 

nleel to be inducted or to volunteer but placed in the se gregated nisei 

combat unit, plua many other factore skits* caused ma ny nisei and isssi silks 

to become eery insecure, economically, socially, and emot ionally« 

It caused many to become highly sensitive about being id entified as Japanese* 

It is a common fact that many who left the  camps and  found employment in 

the East as Chicago, be esquired sn allergy towsrd meeti ng other Japanese, 

nleel or issel* They desired to work end live in s community a s inconspicuously 

SB possibly,  and with as little contact with other Japaneee* It is bs llsved 

that *k*s beoause of this condition» that some nisei, l ike John, feel thfct 

publicity in general and publicising discriminatory pra ctices against the 

nisei and issel will do more harm tnuued to the nleel than good* 

Although I cannot agree completely with John'e viewe, there la some 

element of truth in them* It le possible to have too much p ublicity, for the 

indifferent public may be stirred from their indiffere nce to develop a hatred 

toward the Japaneee in geneal* Of ooures, this works both ways. 

In the matter of combatting diserialnation, I cannot agr ee with John that 

discrimination will solve itself If let alone* In cer tain minor instances, 

yee» but certainly not in major oases like the restrictive covenants on reel 

aetata, discrimination against the Japaneee In the matte r of Issuance of 

buslneee license, housing and employment discriminator y praotlcss, etc*, 

aa they exist to some casts extent In Denver, end many other p lacee« 
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Ipool and Nissit 

I related that many of ths isssl I*vs talked to felt that th e nissi must 
and attempt to advanss themselves 

take ths inltiativs/from now,on, as ths isssl fssl that they aging fast* I 

asksd what ths group folt about this* 
a 

3am Kawata, an «vacua® who impressed me as being intellig ent and poasess-

ing a broad viewpoint, statedi 

*Yee, 2 believe we nissi oust take  ikik mors initiative and advanss 
outselves in our ohossn field. Howsvsr, I don't bslisvs that ws 
oan vary wsll forget our issel parents and lsavs them to take care 
themselves* Ws*vs got to look after them*" Aftsr all th sy*vs worksd 
vary hard to bring us up* It is our solemn duty to look af tsr them 
now that thsy are old and unable to work»* 

As it was apparent that 3am had misundsrstood what I had said a bout 

nissi taking ths Isad, I quickly explained that I agreed with him whole-

heartedly that the nieel must not neglect their lsssi parsnts in advancing 

tihsmsslves* Whsn I asksd if hs agreed that ths nissi shoul d take ovsr mors 

of ths family responsibilities, 3am statsd hs did* 

Ths discussion on this subject was vsry stimulating* It  became more 

apparent that the nisei are going through a transition p sriod, that deepits 

ths plsadings of ths isssl that ths nissi should taks ovsr th s family burden 

from now on, the nissi in gsnsral havs not arrlvsd at th s stags whsre they 

want to take over the bulk of the family responsibility, and that it will be 

several ysars mors bsfors ths lsssi to nissi *a shift is c ompleted. It is 

possible that this is mors eharactsrlstlc of ths farm gro up than ths city 

people* This sssms paradoxical, as prior to ths evacuation t hs lessl wsrs 

in command in ths family and In ths community, while the ni ssi strivsd to 

acquire this leadership position from ths lsssi* Now t hs isssl want ths nissi 

to taks over ths leadership, and thsre is some reluctance o n the patt of the 

nissi* 
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Maad for a eegreaated nlssl organisationi 

It was fslt la general that there was some need for a segre gated nisei 

organisation, as the Chrietian church group* The Budd hist are not a problem 

here, ae it ie mainly a segregated unit anyway* 

One nisei fellow, who le a native here and works in one of  the town's 

stores, stated» 
»/  ̂

"It doesn't concern me too much* I don't aeeoclate with Jap ansee 
very much any way«* 

. well 
Apparently this native nieci fellow le quite/adjusted in  the larger 

been here a 

community. The nativee have/hadxa longer time thanthe eva oueee, consequently 

they do not have too great a yearning to organise an organis ation among 

thsmeelvee* 

Mre*Kujiyoshi statedi 
"Before the svaouees came, there wae hardly any Japanese p roblem* 
We nisei all went to eehool with the hakujin, worked wi th them, 
and associated with them ingeneral* Ws tidn't think of oureclvee 
as being  Japanese * It 's  only elnce the arrivals* of the evacuees 
thet there haa been eome discrimination and that we becam e more 
conscious of ths faot that we were Japansse*" 

Among the natives thsre is a stronger feeling of breaking t iee with 

exclusively Japansse people or organisations. There l e a fcelingthat they 

want to be identified with the larger Caucasian communit y. Apparently this 
the war and 

wae in process of bsooming realised prior to the war, an d that/the arrival 
\ •  i  . 

of the svaouees has retarded this process somewhat. 

general Comment* 

following the meeting I talked to John Imoto personally and / it was 

learned that he is violently opposed to the JACL, esp ecially Mike Masaoka* 

Of Mike he etatedt "He etire up more .trouble* He goes a ll over the country 

talks about how badly the Japanese are being treated« Why doeen't he keep hie 

big mouth shut« lie just talks too much«" 
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Qaeral poaaent* (continued) 

After the meeting, lire. Sakamoto, hosteea, confided that she was afraid 

that John Imoto had come to the meeting with the cole purp ose of breaking it 

up. She atatad she was terribly upset over John's behaifco r and attitude* 

In general it wae felt that the matting was fairly suooee eful, although 

ffloet of the younger ones did not participate in the discussion * 

John  Iftaoto * 

John is an evacuee, nisei, of about 26 years of age* He i s unmarried. 

He formerly lived southern California, near San Diego* Hi e parents and family 

are now back in San Diego and have resumed their farmi ng* The family was 

evacuated to a camp, which one is not known* *axl$x*axa ajEjc In 1944, John 

was inducted into the aray, arid from January 1942 to May 1946, he servdd 

overeeas wittyfche 442* Since his return from service» h e haa been working 

as a farm labor on the Hameda farm* He livee with the Mam eda family also* 

He has a very asrious look on his faes which appeare as i f he ie mad 

at something all the time* It ie gueaeed that John 1 has had many frustrating 

experiences in his life, which has turned him into more of an introvert* 

He ie undecided about hie return to California, although hie family 

is already back there* 

i 
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Sam Kawata, svaouce niseit 

3am 1« an evacuee nisei of about 27 years of age* He for merly lived in 

the Loe Angeles vicinity where hie family farmed* Hie fa p arents and othe 

family members are back in California at present* The family was evacuated 

to a center» which is not kaicn known» and Sam and his sist er resettled 

in Hooky Ford. 3am has bsen working for and has been living wi th the 

iartit Ushlyama family, who are natives here* Samma marr ied one of the 

Uehiyama girls and they have two children* 

3am is anxious to return to California» although his wife l e indifferent 

about this* 3am stated becauss tka one of the Uehiyama boy e ie a 01 serving 

in Japan, and because the farm is short handsd, he feels o bligated to remain 

here and help the Ushlyama family* He  be  1 levee be will remain here for about 

a year more or afcxlaxg until ¿hie p brother-in-law return s from Japan* 

He sssms to be strongly attached to the Ushlyama family , for he etated he 

would not leave them until hie 01 brother-in-law return s and is able to 

acelet on the family farm again* 

Sam, his wife, and the Uehiyama family are very strong C hristians in 

the Community* The Uehlyamas and the Haradae, who are etr ong Buddhists, 

had a serious rift many ysars ago, mainly over religion a nd the sponsorship 

of ths Japanese echoole in that locality* 
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Togeihar with lie  v. Sakamoto, my  guide  and chauffeur, we  visited 

th3 Yanari family in 3wink, southern Colorado, which is a f ew miles 

AS east of Hooky Ford*  Ths entire household members were home, hut 

interview wee exclusively with Mr* Henry Yanari* 

Family» 

40 
Heads Mr* Yl about ipxyears;  fcsxa*  klbei (?) 
Wifei Mrs. is about |g yearsj klbei (?) 
Childrens none ** 
Fathert deceased 

Mothert about 65  years 1  lasei. 

Friends Mr* Takahaehi} ieeei, baohelori about years| ev acuee 

It was definitely established whether Mr. and Mrs« Y* wer e klbei or 

ieeei* Both epoke Japanese regularly and fluently, while  Mr*Y* underetood 

and epoke a little English. Rev. Sakamoto thought they we re klbei* 

Japaneee ie the epoken language in the family* Mr. Takahae hi la an old 

family friend, who is rather aged now, and is working a nd living with the 

family* Prior to the evacuation the Tanarie went to Sali nas where Mr. Takahaehi 

farmed and lived and etayed there for about 5 years unti l the evacuation* 

The Takahaehi and Yanarie evacuated together and have bee n working and 

living together ever since* 

Backgrounds 

The Yanari family lived in the following placee over the p act 2 or 5 

deeadeet 

1925-1959 —Farmed and lived in Rocky Ford, Oolorado 
19^9-1942 —Farmed and lived in Salinae, California 
1942-1946—Have been farming and living in Rooky Ford (S wink), Oolorado. 

Actually the Yanarle are native Ooloradoans, as they ha ve/living and farming 

in this district all but three years of the past 25 years * During the 1950s 

many farmere from Oolorado left the etate and went to Ca lifornia, largely be-

cause farming waa relatively poor here aild it was repo rted thfct farming wae 

good in California* Mr* Y. wae ewept in thle migration to Oalifornia in 1959. 

been 
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Backgroundt (continued) 

They went to farm and live with Mr* Takahashi, who is now livi ng and farming 

with them here, in Salinas. They grew mainly lettuce, and  from all Indications 

'  mads vary good money* 

^sanation! 

Sines the outbreak of War in December, 1941, the Yanaris a nd Mr* Takahaehi 

began hearing storlss of many Japanese being attacked and  killed by Filipinos 

and other non-Japanese* They felt ths place was getting  too hot for them, 

and made immediate arrangements to leave Salinas for el sewhere* In early 

February 1942,  Mr.  1« and a few other issel  farmers  cams out to Colorado 

to survey farming prospsote for ths Japanese farm families  in Salinas* 

Mr* Y* related that he mads arrangsmsnts for soms evacue e families to 

work as laborers in the sugar bset farms in Greeley* He contracted about 500 

acres for ths svacuses in ths Grsslsy district* Then he c ame to Rocky Ford 

district and laid the groundwork for more families from S alinas to settle 

in this area* He stated he rented a number of living quart ers, including 

a big warehouse where the families were put up temporarily * in all about 

15 families, numbering about 90 individuals, came out to Co lorado from 

Salinas on a voluntary basis in February, 1942* In gener al he acted as 
A 

manager of the whole group of 12 families that cams to C olorado from ths 

Salinas area in California* 

In ths Rocky Ford region, where he had resided for many y ears before 1929, 
eaucaslan 

hs immediately contacted the following/individuals wh o were leaders in the 

sommunityi 1. Mr* North, Rocky Ford postmaster 
2* Mr* Mendihoe, preeident of Rooky Ford bank 
5* Mr* Fuller, local chief of police 
4* Dr. Slats, physician 
3« Dr* 31atz, brother of above, and physician 
6« Mr* Slats, brother of abovs, businessman 
7* Mr* Slats, brother of abovs, farmer* 
6* Mr* Wilson, Superintendent of eehools in Rocky Ford region* 
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Evacuation; (continued) 

Mr« Y* knew theee Caucasians of the community rather we ll, and he etated that 

they ware all very friendly and cooperative* The contin ent of the community 

in 1942 wae not very good, and Mr* Y* statsd through ths 6 Ca ucasians who 

wsrs leaders of the community, km the ssntiment of ths community was changed 

from bad to good* 

Mr* Y.has no property in OAlfornia at present, and kta t he fact he didn't 
probably 

talk about evacuation lossee/indicates that he and his fam ily did not suffsr 

very much in the way of economic Iocs* 

Farm conditionsi share crops 

Mr. Y* oaeh rents/about 100 acres of farm land* Hs  feas  bssn growing 

melon, onions, tomatoee, celery, potatoes, sugar beete,e tc* He stated thàt 

during the war years, farming was very good* This year it  has not bssn too 

good, as ths market and price for onions were bad* He los t about 6 aeree of 

onions* Hs related th4t onions were ssllftgg for 50 csnts per 50 lb* sack* 

Hs stated the expenss of harveeting the onione was almos t equal 50 cents, 

ae 1 (4 for sack, about 16^ for harvesting labor, for come thing elee, etc* 

He thought at that price it wae unprofitable to harvest a nd market his onions* 

In gaasral it  ter.  y. has boon faring fairly wsll farming in this sg*a economic 

region* From all indications he has mads a nioe/adjustment  in ths community* 

Thi* is pattially because of his prsvious familiarity wit h local conditions, 

and partially bscause of hie acquaintance with the eauca eian leadere of the 

community* 
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Farmsrs Organisationi 

Mr* T* was vary informative about farmers organisation in th s community* 
Qooperatlye 

He statsd that there la a Hooky Ford Onion Grower'̂ Associati on» which Is 

largely a eaucaslan farmers organisation» but to which so me Japansse farmere 

belong. Mr.Y. felt not very many Japanese fanners belonge d to this* 
Grower's 

Ths Hooky ford Japansss Vegetable/Cooperative Associatio n Is an all 

Japanese farmers organisation* Only about ten local Japa nese farmers belong 

to this, mainly because the associfcion emphasise only certain crops as .melons» 

tomatoes, lettuce, and celery« Mr. Y. stated most of the Jap aneae farmers 

grow a wide variety of farm crops and consequently didn't f eel they want to 

join the Japaneae Coop. Asked If he belonged to it, Mr.Y* seplled in the 

n ega t i v e , explaining that this was because he kasxx operatea a f ruit stand 
near 

•»/the highway of his farm. didn't see why this should bar him from joiniig 

ths Japansss Coop, but probably ths Coop has such a rule. 

Mr* Xwata is ths manager of the Japanese Coop, while Mr* Hasu i is the 

President* Mr* Harada, one of the big farmers of this local ity» is a member* 
e 

These people are all native Japanese farmers. Rwv. Sakamo to commented, "That 

you can't do anything around here without Mr* Harada*s ad vice and approval. 9 

When X inquired why  fcfca  all the Japanese farmer» don't belong to some 

farmers organisation, Mr* Y. went into a long history abo ut the farmers in 

this arsa and that of Colorado in general, which was most int eresting and 

illuminating. The story goes somsthlng like this* 

Many years ago, Mr. Y. could remember the exact date, but tho ught it 

was probably about 1920 or even earlier» Mr* Kalhara of the C olorado Times 

began a movement to organise all of Colorado's Japanese fa rmers into a eoopsrativs 

aesoeition. Many Japanese farmers joined the association, which continued for 

a ftw yeare and then collapsed. This eollapee wae due lagge ly to poor financial 

management» and there waa a general feeling among the far mers that ar* Kalhara 
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formers Organisation* (aontinued) 

and other promoters of the aeeoeiation idea swindled th a aesoclation's money* 

Mr* I* continuedt 

"Sver elnce that time, the Japanese farmers in Colorado h ave been 
very reluctant about forming a cooperative among the sh elves* 
You talk to any isssi or nisei around here, and they all te ll you 
that the 'Japaneee can't get along together 1* They all feel this 
way* The main reaeon is that they haven't forgotten what hap pened 
to the cooperative Mr* Kaihara started many years ago* I don't 
know why the Japaneee gat can't get along with each other* They are 
all jealous and auapielous of eaeh other*" 

Mr* T* expressed great interact in the formation of a rea l ftrmere 

cooperative among the Japaneee in this locality* he though t it would be of 

great advantage to the Japaneee farmers* Rev* Sakamoto I nterjected that 

ha thought the farmers alao ought to have a credit union f rom which they 

could borrow money, inetead of borrowing It from the eeta bliehed banks and 

paying high Interest rate on the loane* Mr* X* thought thi e wae an excellent 

idea* Mr* T*and He?* Sakamoto agreed to meet at a futur e date to dleouss this 

matter more thoroughly* 

Continuing on the subject of Japanese cooperative, Mr* Y* etatedi 

"We are handicapped, as we can't apeak English wall enou gh* 8ut the 
nieel ought to go 'ahead and form a cooperative among them aalvee* 
1 think tha nieel has a better ehanee of making a  s uc c es s of any 
cooperative their organise than the iessl* The issel jus t can't 
get along with each other for some reaeon* **•• 
I really would like to eee the nieel go ahead and form th eir own 
organisation, and forget the lescl** 

It struck as at thla point that hercjf was an opportunity that the nieel 

could really point tha way for tha iaeei* It la a real hand icap that lesel face 

In not being able to speak English adequately, and tha niee l v not having thie 

problem, can organise a cooperative among themaalvee fir st» and poesibly draw 

in the reluctant farmers* Mr* T* (questionable whether le sel or klbsi» poesibfc-

ieeel) hlmeelf feels that the nieel has tha bsst chance to o rganise any eueh 

cooperative, because the laeel has not forgotten tha tr agic failure of tha 
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Farmers Organisation» (continued) 

attempt to organise the isssi farmers several decades pre viously* He thinks 

the nissi has coos of age, and ought to go ahead and orga nise themselves* 

He fslt very strongly about this* Hs feels very strongly a bout the Japeneee 

having their own farmers' organization, instead of joinin g up with established 

Caucasian farmers 9 association* This is probably due to the fact thtt he belig 
adequate 

an isssi, not being able to spsak /English, will feel mu ch more at homs among 

his own people* 

Return to California» 

When asked how he felt about returning to California» M r* T* merely 

etated th4t he ie not planning to return* Aeked whether Mr * Takahaehi, hie 

f«&end, was thinking of returning* hs replied in ths ne gative. He ssemed 

very indifferent about going to California* In all probabi lity he will 

eettle here for years to come« 

Social Adjustmenti 

Because of his previous rssidsnes in this region, Mr* T* has many 

Japanese and caucasian frlsnds, corns of whom were men tioned previouely* 

He is ssttlsd in ths community and feels very much at home h ere* He eeeme 
\  

to be happy and prefers to remain here then return to California* He le more 

community-cons clous than most Japanese farmers* le 

It le not known whether he is Buddhist or Christian, but it /believed 

he ie not strong in whiohever rcl&glon he petifeseee* 



1 
/ranada, So. Colo 

BVACTJBB ISSEI *AHlf&t  13 Nov 46 
Mr« Saraeshima ^.Yatsushiro I f "2— 

ifter Rev, Sakamoto aid I arrived in Granada, we began dr iv-

ing around town in the hope that we might run into some Ja panese 

farmer who could assist  us  in locating certain families we were 

interested in. In the town ! 3grocery store we ran into Mr. Sameshima, 

a young evacuee issei. He  vary  kindly consented to guide, us to 

Mr* K. Tsuchiya f s farm* After spending some time at the  gas 

station where  Kr, Saraeshima  had his car  gassed  and oiled, we  headed 

for Mr. rsuchiya*  s  home,  The visit with Mr. Ind  Mrs*  Tsuchiya 

has been written in a separate report. 

Mr. 3am< shima Joined us in our visit with Mr. Tsuchiya. He 

is a good friend of the Ts. Although I  was  primarily concerned 

with the Tsuchiya family, certain  things  about Mr.* Sameshlma 

was learned in the c ourfce of the visit. 

Background 1 

Mr. Saraeshima, is an issei of about 56 years of age,possib ly 

older. None of his close relatives live in the U.S. He is 

unmarried, Kxto&ASxkx. 

Prior to evacuation he worked with soma Japanese import- export 

firm in San Francisco, at one time with the Mitsui firm. 

He evacuated to /uaachs where he stayed until about 1943 o r 

1944 when he resettled in Granada and took up farming. 

To the astonishment of both £ev. Sakamoto and Mr. Sameshima , 

they learned that they were classmates in grammar or high s chool 

in ¿«jura Kagoshima ken, Japan. They spent a good deal of t ime talk-

ing to each other,while I talked to Mr. Tsuchiya. 

He speaks a fair amount ofEnglish, but finds Japanese muc h 

easier and speaks this regularly. 
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Farming: &  Return  to California: 

Like Mr» Tsuchiya, tfrdooctxxfctojs faming is a new experi ence 

for Mr. Sameshima. For the  pi  st  2  or 5 years he and another 

issei  man has  been f  aroaing  cooperatively about 400 acres. They 

grow  the usual crops, a?  melons,  sugar beets,  onions, etc. 

Mr. S. didn't seem completely happy about farming here in 

Colorado. He fared fairly well ever since he began farmin g in 

this community,  and  had no particular complaint to make. He 

thought  the weather was bad,  but  did express the usual bitter 

complaint most evacuees had. 

Asked if he thought he would continue farming in this 

community, Mr. S. state** 

"well, I guess it can't  be  helped. I can't go back to 
California now. There's nothing there I co^ld go back 
to. Any way I ton't think it , s a good time to go  back»* 1 

It is felt that if and when conditions impnove In Californ ia 
rat 

opportunities Income business field become available, M r. S. 

will probably return there. He is still young, and will be 

able to start in some business if he wants to. He will pro bably 

remain in thi«community for about two years, and by that time 

it ispossible that he will like farming or even this com un ity 

and might remain here. If he returns to California and  g  ets to 

like farming he may even go into this. Ke is undertairy&hat h is 

future is. 

His close family relatives are all in Kagoshima ken, Ja pan. 
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social Adjustment  i 

Mr» thought that the oommmlty feeling toward the 

Japanese was very good here« He has not  ex pe r i enc e any unpleasant-

ness« 

Being an issel, Mr«  3« has found  some flifficulty in finding 

hiaftiXf  a wife« Not having a wife, nor any close family relative s, 

it is felt that  Mr« S« is not completely happy» Hev« Sakamoto, 

wfeo is a former classmate of ¿&r«  3« and about the same age as  hef 

remarked, "Oee, Mr. S« has certainly grown old« He looks so old 

to me now« We're suppose to  be about the same  age«n 

Mr« 3« has a number of Japanese farmer friends In the comm unity, 

and probably a few Caucasian friends* 

Although he has not any difficulty adjusting in the co mmunity, 

he is  per sonal ly insecure, largely because mt he is not married 

and does  not have any close relatives here in the U.S« 

P. 5 
Granada, So. Colo 
13 Nov 46 
T. YatsuiMrO 
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Arriving in Granada we weren't aura of the whereabout s of certain 

evacueee we had planned on viciting* After inquiring kbo ut town we finally 

ran into a young iasei, who epoke a fair amount of English, who coneented to 

lead us to the home of Mr* Teuohiya, an iesei evacuee farm er* The road leading 

from the highway to the Teuehiya home wae very badly tor n up with deep mud and 

puddlee strewn all along the road* We debated about gaiag ta king a chance, but 

finally did* *\triving at the Ts.home we found the houec empty, eo we decided 
i 

to visit another family* On the way back to main highway we we re met by 

Mr* and Mrs* Teuehiya who were returning home on their  car* Just about this 

time a caucaeian rancher came up with a truck load of etarvi ng sheep which 

he had picked up from the enowbound mountain regions and were releaeing in 

the nearby corn patch for pasturing* This Caucasian ran cher etated that he 

etill had about 1,500 sheep enowbound and etarving in the high mountains, and 

he was terribly upset as he didn't know how many he could ca ve from starvation* 

He had brought down about a 1000 already* This incident of the rancher and 

hie sheq0 impressed me deeply, and only underlined the gx imnaiaxaf severity i 
of Colorado'e weather, wfckxfeas which the evacuees co mplain eo bitterly about 

and which sent so many evacuees rushing back  %o California* 

Mr.  Tsuchiya invited us kmmk to his  home,  so back we went« 

fie had gone to visit the dentist in the morning and had a t ooth 

extracted* He was bleeding rather badly,and throughout  our whole 

visit with him and hiswife he had a hankerchief over hi s mouth. 

would have left because of his physical condition, but due to 
from the room 

his Insistence we stayed. Mr. T. had to excuse himself/s everal 

times to get  a  new hankerchief* Both  Mr.  and Mrs.  T. were  very 

friendly and made us feel at home as much as the", could. Be fore 

we left  we  had dinner with the family, although Mr.  f«was  not able 

to participate. Ms Mr. Sameshima, the young issei who fi rst took 
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us to kr. T's home, visited with the group also. And so did my 

guide and chauffeur, Rev, Bizo Sakamoto* (A short report o n 

Mr. Sameshlma will be made separately.) 

Family i 

Head; Mr. T*; isseij about 58 years 
wifej Mrs* X; issei; about 48 years 

Child;  One  son only? about  24  years; left for «Japan at the 
age  of 4,and has been in Japan  ever  since. Parents 
do not know his present whereabouts or status. 

&r. T, is extremely concerned about his son in Japan. He 

has written to a Mr. Hunter, postmaster of Laiiar and forme rly 
U.S. 

W&A official at Amache center, who in turn has written to/ Senator 

from Colorado Edward Johnson to inquire at the State Departm ent 

concerning Mr* T f s son, his status si d whereabouts. Mr* T. is 

very anxious to have his son returned to the TJ.3, His son fin ished 

Meiji University, ^ajorlng in law, and he suspects that pos sibly 

he was inducted into the Japanese army and pent to Manchuria * 

Mr. T. showed me a number of correspondence between him and 

Irfr. Hunter, between Mr. Hunter and Senator Johnson, ad be tween 

Senator Joimson and the U.S. State Department. The State Dep t. 

informed that it will do everything possible to locate Mr # T's son. 

However, as of this date nothing is known about Mr. T's son« 

Mr. T. is getting to be of retiring age now, and he displayed 

strong attachment to his only son. He stated he is not going to 

do anything until his son is found and returned to U.S. If hi s 

son returns he wants fclxxxax turn over  k±x  much of the family 

responsibilities over to his son. The question of returning to 

California or not is "all dependent on his son's desires". 
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Fatally» (continued) 

Both  Mr.  find  Mrs. T*  speak a fair amount of  Engllfc  and  under-

stands  more, but the conversation  was  carried on entirely  in 

Japanese. Between them the two speak Japanese exclusivel y. 

Mrs. T.  displayed less Japanese cultural traits than the 

usual Japanese farmer's wife. For one thing she was dre ssed in 

slacks and a heavy sweater and More a westernised hair-do . Her 

mannerisms were much like that of an American than that o f a 

Japanese. There wasn't much evidence of the wife kowtowi ng to 

the husband. In fact at many points Mrs. T. critized he r husbm d 

for  rs spending so much money" sad "spending so much of his ti me 

fiddling around with all kinds of inventions. w However, there 

imm seemed to be amiable relationship between the two. 

Mr. and &rs. T. informed, upon inquiring, that they cam e 

from Shi au oka ken, Komoo gun, Inatori mac hi, in Japan , when I 

told them that my deoeased father came from exactly the  same 

place, they were KaxxJt&fca pleasantly surprised,and be gan talking 

about the wonders of the place. Mr. T. pointed to one of the 

wall pictures which depicted Mt. Fujli, and exclaimed" that ** is 

the view of  Mt. Fujli  that you get from my home town in Japan." 

Rev. Sakamoto, my guide, informed the Ts. that I had visite d 

Japan following the war, and considerable time was spen t talking 

about jfcte conditions in Japaa . 
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Mr« T*a Background: 

Mr. and Mrs* T. lived in San Francisco, 0$. ifornia for many 

years prior to the war* By trade and profession Mr* T. is an 

inventor, which is unusual for anyone, but especially so for an 

issei. I was interested in knowing what kind/ of things he 

invented, and Mr. aid &ra. T. scurried about the house try  ng  to 
the 

locate / brief ease which contained most of his patents 

obtained on various inventions» When the brief case w as found 

Mr» T. proudly sheared me the various legal papers whic h gave to 

Mr* 1\ patent rights on his inventions» I believe there w ere close 

to a dozen individual patents or patents pending. I scan ned through 

them* He had such patents as* 

1» Paper milk bottle, 1921 

2»  Paper cap for milk bottles 

3* Coca Cola bottle cap»/ 

4. Double valve engine cylinder 

5» Sod remover from tractors or ploughs. &r. T. has written 
to John Deere company, and the ixddfcjtx matter is still 
pending* The date of the patent was about 1944. 

The pa^tent papers, which were the first I've ever seen , 

were Bound in legal blue povers and include  7  a detailed diagram 

of the particular invention and a lengthy verbal descri ption 

of the same* 

I was deeply impressed by ¿4r. T ! s ingenuity* His wife com-

plained that most of his life he has been working on all kinds 

of inventions, also that he spends so much money »arryin g on 

experiments. It appeared that some of Mr* T*s inventions were 

stolen from under him, either by a company he had negotiat ed with, 
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Mr. T* s Background; (continued) 

or by s are  individual. For instance,  Mr* T.  xtMMA  stated that he 

had perfected the papier milk bottle many years ago, and Just as he 

acquired the patent and began negotiating to sell his i nvention to 

a company, certain other company came out with the same pap er milk 

bottle at about the same time, Mr. ?» still gets a certain a mount 

of income of his patent rights, and it Is believed that he M &fi 

grossed many thousands from all his  inventions.  However, it is 

felt that much of his money was spent to pay lawyer*s fees a nd 

carrying on experiments, not to mention the loss suffere d by 

inventions being stolen from him. 

Mr*  T* Informed that aside from his inventions he did all 

kinds of work. Although I ask©  1  him to elaborate on his other 

work experience, Mr. T. did not do so. However, he did ment ion 

two businesses that he operated. 

In 1921 and 1922, Mr. established, managed,aa d oper&fed d 

a sizable factory which manufactured bamboo baskets, hiri ng jdt± 

an all-Chinese crew. This basket was oriental in natur e, and 

he had contracts 1th various bi& department stores throu ghout 

the country, as Marshall Field of Chicago. lie casual ly mentioned 

that he made over $100,000.00 In the two year period. For reasons 

W&ich he did not explain, he quit/ this business*  xk£x Later he 

went into another business, namely manufacturing bamboo yard rakes. 

He opera« ed this factory for a number of years f  and made a considerable 

sum of money. 
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Mr, T's Background; (continued) 

When I jokingly mentioned that Mr« T, must be a 

millionnaire, both Mr, and Mrs, T. stated that they had pr actically 

spent all their savings, especially in carrying out exper iments 

on various inventions* 

From all indications that Mr, T, is a poor financial ma nager, 

and lost a considerable portion of his fortune paying l awyers 

fees, conducting experiment«, and afcJoue in other ways,  Hmmxmx 

However, it is believed that fca Mr, T, still has a sizable  amount 

saved, probably between $50,000 to  #100,000, 

Hev, Sakamoto believes that the reason whv Mr, T, is such 

a bosom friend of Mr, Hunter, Las Animas postmaster, is be cause 

Mr, ?, has given Mr, Hunter a considerable amount of money  at 

various times. 

From the standpoint of background, Mr. T, is the most un usual 

and most Ingenlus individual, issei or otherwise. He Is ve ry 

near-sighted, wearing dark glasses, and can hardly read a nything 

even six inches away. This condition is probably due to the  fact 

that Mr, T, has spent most ofhis life 3a boring over vario us 

inventions, 

Evacuation and Relocation Center s 

When the family evacuated from San Francisco in 1942, It 

left their household belongings and much of their persona l 

property in the hands of Jtadbt a Caucasian woman, Mr, T, sp oke 

highly of this woman, and stated that he trusted her comple tely. 

She passed away during the way, and her son is now looking after 

his things. 
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Evacuation and Relocation Centen (©ontinued) 

The family evacuated to Amache, or (Jranada relocation ce nter» 

In camp Mr. T. was probably the most influential man with t he 

aitmi  ni  strati on.  Mr.  Sameshlma, issai who led us to Mr.  T 's home, 

aAd who lived in Amache himself, stated that*Mr. T. co Id go out 

and come in camp any time he wished. 11 The  guards knew him as well 

as other high administré ion official, especially Mr. Hunt er. 

In 1943 he officially left camp and settled in Granada, 

where he has been  f a r mi ng ever since. 

Mr.  T.  is not particularly concerned about  whatever  losses 

he suff red due to evacuation. For one thing he still has muc h 

oû his personal belongings, although he sold a number of t hings, 

as automobiles, before he evacuated at a considerable los s. 

Farming* 

During 1942 and 1943, the  comroml  ty of Granada refused to 

sell or lease farm jbutxx lands to any evacuee. Toshlo Ando, 

who is now a lawyer in Denver and who lived in Amache, stated 

that there was a big squabble about this while he was in camp» 

H«r ever, through the administration Mr. T. was able to le ase 

some farm land in 1945. He is one of the first to £ ave ftcuaubc Amache 

to settle inOranada. In 1943 he farmed 300 acres, 1944 abou t 500 

aores, 1945 about 700 aérés, and thisyear (1946) he is farmi ng 

1,000 acres. 

Mr. T's farm is located practically next door to the Amache 

eeifcer. From his home one can see the camp very easily. 

He has been raising sugar beets, onions, melons, and few other 

odd crops. 
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Farming: (continued) 

Asked how he has fare in farming the  pa  st years, Mr*  T. 

stated: 

wIt has been pretty good during the war and it has been 
pretty good  this year» Farming  In Colorado  is good« 
The soil h re is very good» better than California," 

KI f ve  never farmed In my life before  1945  when I began 
farming  here.  Some friends and  I  talked about what we 
ought to do, about leaving camp and about what we ough t 
to go into» We decided to go into farming In  this  region» 
as  it  was  not  profitable to just  waste  the time away  In 
camp," 

Mr. T, hires much labor to operate his farm, and the amazi ng 

thing is that he has been fairly successful at it, despite  the 

fact that he had never done farming before. 

This is an  interesting  chai ge of oca pation, from business 

and inventions to farming* There are a number of ether sim ilar 

eases inColorado,  although  not very many. In Chicago there are 

a number of farmers who are working In various occupatio ns other 

than farming. It would be Interesting to know accurately how many 

non-farmers have become farmers, and how m m y farmers Ju nta are 

working in non-farming  occupations. 

Occupational Prospects: 

It Isnot believed that Mr. T, will continue farming t he rest 

of his life. At present he Is extremely concerned about  the safety 

of his son in Japan, and doesn't want to move until he le arns more 

about his son.  If  his son is alive and arrangements can be made 

to return him to the 0,S., he will probably quit farming and go 

into some kind of business, probably the import-export trad e with 

Japan, Mr.  T,  stated that he is thinking of going Into such a buslne s 
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Social  Adjustmeit i 

Mr.  T .haa xauay  a  number of caucaaian and Japaneae  friend  a  in 

the community.  Ill  a  beat caucadL  an friend ia yxahxk Mr. Hunter, 

postmaster  of  nearby Lamar, and former  'VRA  official at Amache. 

Mr. T.  stated  that She  community  of  Granada  ia very friendly, 

and that there  ha a  not been any «ort of  Incident  batween  tsha 

local  residents  and  the evacuees. 

A good  friend of Mr. T.  ia  Mr. 3ameahima, young  iaaei who 

lad ua to Mr.  T»a  home and remained to  visit  the T. family along 

with ua. 

There are about 12 to 15 evacuee familiea in tki Oranada, 

Mr.  T. thought . There are only few native Japaneee farmera. 

Rev. Sakamoto fcatimatad that there about 15 to 20 familiea in 

all in Granada. Mfc. T. atatad a number of evacuees left Grana da 

and returned to California. H© thought of the remaining gro up 

a good number will remain for a year or two and poaaibly in definitely. 

There are  no  Japanese organizations. There are no caucaaian 

or community organization« to which Mr.  T.  belongs.  Granada 

ia atrictly a "one-horse" town, that it ia very email, pro bably 

having betseen 500 to 1,000 people. It ia really a farming com unifry. 

M m y of the people go to m arby Lamar, or even to Laa Animas f or 

recreation and amusement. 

From all indications it appeara that Mr. end Mrs. T. are fair ly 

well adjuated in the community. Aside from their concern ov er their 

son, they have no particular problem. 
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Heturn to California! 

Mr, T, la not anxious to return to Cd ifornia at the momen t. 

His major concern la over his aon InJapan, and inasmuch a s he has 

strong connections with the postmaster of Lamar, who in turn has 

connections with U.3. Senator Johnson of Colorado and th e state 

Department, he doesn't want to fcave until he learns the fate of 

his son. «'hen news of his son is received, he will mak e up his 

mind as to what he ought to do about returning to Califo n ia. 

He seeira to rely a great deal on his son, who he hopes c an carry 

on the burden from now on upon his return to the U.S. 

General Comment; 

It is regretted that more tin;e could not be spent with  Nr. T. 

for he has a colorful history. It impressed me that an inter esting 

life story could ba written on Mr, T* It points out the  fact that 

not all issei were farmers or laborers or businessmen, In spite of 

language handicap the 1* fact that Mr. T, was able to ac complish 

what he did, especially the various inventions, .is a t ribute to 

hira. It proves that Japanese as a group cannot be stere otyped, 

nor can any other group, that there is a wide range of tal ent, 

ability, occupati on, interest, etc* In any group of people. 

Not only la Mr, T, talented but he is versatile, being an 

Inventor most of his life, a businessman part of his lif e, aid 

since 1945 a farmer. He Is a modest man, very humble and v ery 

friendly. He is the type that works on doggedly on anyth ing he 

undertakes until he succeeds. 

Certainly no one cansay Mr, T. has lived a dull  mmAxool life. 
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After some difficulty locating the place we finally auccee ded 

in finding Mr, Minami 1a home and farm* Mr, and Mrs, Minami and 

a ft year old granddaughJer were home» The road leading from t he 

highway to Mr. Minami'a home was very bad, parte of it were 

strewn with thick mud and 1« water puddles, while other sect ions 

were snow covered* As fatter of fact the road to his place 

had Just been cleared of some snow,and as we arrived at Mr, M 's 

farm-home we found him shovelling away sfcow In an attempt to 

make a path from the road to his garage. There was a good 2J 

feet of snow* Mr, M, quiokly invited us into his home, which 

was very gold as they had taken down their heating system In 

preparation of leaving for California, 

Pamilyg 

Fathers Mr, M; lssei about 68 years; retired farse r 
Mothers lssei; about 57 years, 

� 

Children: 4 boys and 2 girls  � a l l grown up,ages ranging 
from about 27 to 16, 
1 son is married and has a daughter, who 

was present during our visit, 

Mr, M, is now aged and isa retired farmer* His sons have 

been carrying on the farm work ever since the start of the war , 

Mr,  M,  knows a little English and speaks Japanese exclusively, 

While Mr, and Mrs,  M,  and fiew of their younger children live . 

together in this home, the olde©/ sons tax live *nt on another 

farm they operet e. 

One son Is now in the army at present, while another is-

due to be inducted early next year (1947), 
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Backgrounds 

Prom 1905 to the outbreak of the war  i n December 1941, Mr» 

M* lived and farmed in Guadalupe, California* He was known a s 

the biggest farm operator in that region, cash renting a bout 

5,000 acres* His main/ crops were sugar beets and lettuce,b ut 

he grew a variety of other crops, FinaMially he was very su c-

cessful farming in Guadalupe, and was very well respect ed inthe 

community by both Japanese and  C auc as i ans * 

He still owns about 100 acres and a house in Guadalupe. 

He used a lot of Mexican and Japanese farm labor in oper ating 

his Californi a farm* He merely manage^  so.  d directed the far® 

wlththe assistance of his sons* 

Internmenti 

ImmediA  ely  after the outbreak of the war, he was picked up 

by the FBI and placed in an internment camp. He remained i n the 

internment camp until February, 1946 when he was releas ed for the 

first time* Conseqn«ntly he is relatively new in this regi on 

of the country* 

Family evacuations 

The rest of the family were evacuated to  Gila  relocation cert er 

in Arizona,where they resided until 1943 when they resett led in 

this area* and resumed their farming* 
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Local Farms 

The Minimis have been farming here a no© 1943. They operate 

two or three separate farms, which total about 600 acres, on 

a oash rent and share crop basis* Er* M*. Informed that durin g 

the war years his sons did fairly well in farming* Be st ated 

this wa$&ialnly because there were German prisoners-of -war available 

as farm labor* They have been growing sugar beets, melon s» and 

onions,which are the main crops for this region* 

Mr* 1* had much to say about farm conditions here in Color ado* 

"Farming in Colorado is bad* For one thing you have no 
labor supply* During the war it was all right, for there 
were German prisoners-of-war who could be used as farm 
labor* Mow, this year there  km  are no German prisoners-
of-war available for farm work* Labor is very difficul t to 
secure here in Colorado« *•*•* 
And then the weather is so unpredictable le re in Colorad o* 
You take this year} it has been bad* This weather we're 
having now (Colorado was hit by a severe snow storm ju st 
a week yc eviously--worst in 33 years) is enough to disco urage 
any farmer from continuing farming* You J e t eantt compet e 
with the local farmers, as they have been farming here a 
long time, and they have become familiar wlthftmxxkk Color ado's 
weather. They know Just about when to expect bad weather* 
We who are new here Just  do n 1t  know the weather here, and 
consequently farming Is risky here* •«***• 
Then the market situation is not too good.  I n California 
one could ship farnydrops all over the country* I used to 
ship much of my crops to Hew York City* I still ship som e 
to the East, as we have buyers there we have been selli ng 
to for many years prior to the war. Here in Colorado a 
farmer is limited to where he can market his crops* Then 
prices aren't too good* 

"Farming In Colorado has to be on a small u t family size 
scale* It must be small enough so that the family can ope rate 
the farm without resorting to outside farm help* For the 
labor supply Is very limited here* Then too, when frost, hai l, 
or snow like today hits the farm,the loss won't be as grea t* 
� * * * 

"If one is thinking of farming very moderately and intere sted 
merely in providing a livelihood plus a little more Co lorado 
is all right for farming* But it is no place for any one w ho 
is interested in making any sizable Income out of farmi ng*" a 
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jLocal Farmi  (continue a) 
This year's farming has not been too «ell,Mr. M. informed . 

A farming on a 
Originally the KinAmis had intentions of going into/perma nent 

inthis locality, 3x* They gave it a try, but have decided t hat 

farming prospects are too limited for xx aggressive farmer as 

the MinAmi family. 

Return to California! 

The Ms are definitely leaving this area to retur^o their 

former resident* in Guadalupe, California*  As  a matter of fact 

their household belongings were all packed xax ready for shi pment. 

The house was extremely cold, as they had taken down their  heating 

system.  Mr. M.  explained that he visited California in July, and 

afiter looking over the farm  si  tuation there decided that prospects 

were good. He returned and the family was to have, moved bac k to 
in October this year. 

California/ However, as they still had their farm crops to h arvest 

and as the weather isskad was good that time, they decided t o stick 

it out for the rest of year and return * a early next year (1947)* 

(Mr. M's decision to return to California because of good farm 

prospects there, is contrary to stories I've heard from fa rmers 

in different parts of the state. As a matter of Kev. Sakamoto 

told Mr. M. timt he had read a newspaper article which rel ated 

that  Mr. M.  had found conditions in California bad and therefore 

had decided to remain In Colorado.) 

*r. M. was very discouraged by the recent snow storm, which 

left from 2 to 5 feet of snow still on the ground. He felt t hat 
can 

their sugar beets which are still in the ground/**!* not be harvested 

for several weeks more when the snow is expected to melt. 
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Mr. Minami . ' , T. Tatsushlro 

Soolal Adjustment: 

Because of his  recent  release from the internment camp, he 

has not been  able  to  familiarise  hlnaelf with the community too 

well. His family has been here for the past three years and 

are very well known and respected ii^he community, bot h Caucasians 

and Japanese. The Liiriaais are supposed to be the biggest farm 

operators among the evacuee farmers in this locality. 

General Comnentt 

Mr. H. is a very friendly soft-spoken individual. He is 

small** and has a rather quiet appearance. One wouldn 't  think 

that he has any aggressi venesa or initiative, Just lookin g at 

him. However, having farmed on a big scale in California f or the 

most part of hi«  life,  Mr. 1» Is not contented with farming on 

a relatively  small scale as he and his family are doing now. 

He has the gambling,  competitive,  m  d money-making spirit which 

he acquired farming in California. As he stated previousl y, he 

feels farm!ng in Colorado haa many disadvantages and lim itations, 

and fee^he farm opportunities in California are unlimited. 

He himself does very little actual work on the farm. All 

his farm career he has managed M s farm but has hired labor to 

do the.  necessary farm work. Labor is essential tin the farm he 

operates. He appeared to be a very oapable farm operator,a nd 

from all indications he was a very succesaful/armsr, who knew 

a lUhe tricks of the trade. Farming has been his life lit erest 

and it remains to be. his preoccupation. 
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Blaokie Matsushita T.Yatsushlro 

While visiting with Mr. Furukawa (evaeuee issei—separa te 

report), I had occasion to speak very briefly with his newph ew, 

Blackie Matsushita. Bfcackie is a nisei of about 21 years of age. 

He was rather shy and not inclined to talk very much. 

Family: 

Parents: father & mother, both issei 

Children! Blackie, nisei, 21 years 
about 5 others. 

Background: 

Blackie»s family formerly farmed in the El Centro region 

in California, In early 1942 they voluntarily evacuate d and 

came to this place. 

Farm: 

Blackie informed that his family is farming about 800 ac res 

on a share crop basis. He stated that daring the war years, 1 942 

to 1945, farming was very good. Thisyear, 1946, it has been rather 

bad. The weather for one thing was extremely bad. Then th e 

price of onions was so low that they lost heavily on thi s. 

They grow the usual farm crops found in this regiona, namel y, 

melons, onions* sugar beets, celery,etc* 

Return to California: 

Blackie stated that he and his family are desirous of retu rn-

ing to California. However, they are not anxious to lea ve right 

now. They feel that conditions In California are too unce rtain, 

and they prefer to wait until things in general settle down more. 

If they return they probably will return to the El Centro r egion, 

but they may decide to farm elsewhere in California» 
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Blacklo Matsushita T # Yatsushiro 

Social Adjustment? 

Asked what he and  XkmxxXx  hisei friends in this locality 

did in the way of leisure time activities, Blackie stated  that 

during the summer they play baseball and during the win ter they 

play basle tball. They a  2  or  5  teams in the Crawley and Grtfway 

area, and they play each other, as well as  teams  from Rocky 'Ford, 

The Ordway team won the Tri-State Baseball Tournament c hampionship 

last  Sep  eito er (1946) when about 1$ teams from Colorado, Womin g, 

and Nebraska participated. These were all nisei teams» 

Aside from the above, Blackie stated the nisei hang arou nd 

the pool hall in town, play  c a r ds , gamble some, and at times 

th€ygo to Rocky  Par  d to bowl or just visit. Movies u  i s a popu-

lar pasttime* 

From all aspects, Blackie seemed to be happily adjusted  in 

the community* 

Re thought the community sentiment was good« 
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Mr. Purukawa T« Yatsu'shiro ¿ F 

Rev. Séc amoto, my guide, drove me over to Crawley where w e 

planned to visit a number of farmers« Rev« S« was not qu ite 

aure about the geography and the roads leading to the Ja panese 

farms, so we stopped in the town of Crawley to "make inqui ries« 

We vL sited Mr« Furukawa, an evacuee is sei farmer who also operates 

a very sa all fish market on the main highway« We ploughed our 

way through the deep snow In walking from the highway to his 

home« Mr« F« came out of the house and Rev« Sakamoto fi rst had 

a lengthy chat with him about the location of eertaln farm ers 

we were interested in« After that I had a chance to talk to  him 

for a while« 

Mjuticgjunuulx 
Familys 

Headi Mr« F», Issel; about  50  years« 
Wifet level 

Children: 5 in all«- 3 girls and 2 boys« 
The oldest child la 16 years old, a daughter« 
The two youngest are boys, below 10 years« 

-

Mr« F« spèke some Kngliah, but speaks Japanese regularly« 

Background  i 

Prior to evacuation He operit ed a fish market in San Pedro, 

California« He was quite successful in this« In early  1942  he 

ai  d his family voluntarily evacuated to Utah, where he Ban ned and 

operated a fish market on the side. After staying two years in 

Utah, he decided that there nmu were too many fish marke ts there 

and as he was Interested in going into this business in a big  way, 

he left Utah and came to Crawley, So« Colorado« He has b een here 

in Crawley for the pastina years now, farming and operating a 

small fish market« 
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Mr. Furukawa Î. Yatsushiro 

Farm and Fjsh Maria t* 
i 

Mr. F. ha» been farming about 200 aerea on a share orop ba sis 

He grows the usual croji found lnthls locality, namel y, melons, 

onions, sugar beets,etc. 

Asked how farming conditions have been slnoe he came h ere, 

Mr. F. Informed that the during the war years, 1944 and 1945, it 

was very good. He made a good deal of money. However,this ye ar 

the weather and market being bad, farming in general was  poor. 

Just t t am a week pr evlously all of Colorado experienced 

the worst snow storm in jcfem 33 years, m d Mr. F, pointed t othis 

and stated; 

"This is the kind of weather that makes the evaouee farmer 
very unhappy about continuing farming here in Colorado. 
•...  . 
"For myself X feel farming is too hard a work, and sin ce 
I've developed ulcer in my stomach, I don*t feel like 
continuing farming for very long." 

When I questioned him about his fish market, he stated 

n0h, it's only a small market 1*. Apparently he doesn*t make 

too much from this business. 

Return to CA lfornlai 

Mr. F. isvery anxious to return to San Ped«o, Californi a, his 

former place of residence. He is now waiting for a good o pportu-

nity when he can resume his fish market business in San Pedr o. He 

informed that San Pedro is building a brand new wharf, as t he old 

one has beencondemned. He thinks that as soon as this ne w wharf is 

completed, he will have a good ohanee to return and open a fish 

market in San Pedro. 

Mr . F. informed that there were about 50 evaouee families in 

this region. This estimât e probably covers both Crawley m d Ordway 
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Mr. Furukawa T. Yatsushiro 

Refcurn to California! (continued) 

Mr. F. atated most of the evacuee families w m t to go back, 

and estimated that about half will go back sometime next yea r. 

Farm* (additional) 

Expressing his dislike for farming, Mr. F. continued? 

"I don't have any big boys in my family who can help me 
on the farm, I have to do practically everything. 
It»s easy for those families which have many big boys 
as the boys can help out a lot on the farm." 

This is partially the reason why issei parents and people 

of Japan are so anxious to boys born into the family inste ad of 

girls. The boys are reared so that they can assist on the fa rm 

and eventually take over the management of the farm as the 

xgaut parents aduvee in age and retire. 

Social Adjustment? 
(Matsushita) 

Mr. F. sad his brother-in-law»a/family live practically n ext 

door. Consequently there is a good deal of visiting between t he 

two families. This provides Mr. F. «id his family with some s ense 

of security. 

Mr. F. stated the community sentiment has been good, and that 

he has not experienced any kind of unpleasantness. He has a 

number of friends, largely Japanese but some Caucasians. He has 

some caucasian customers at his fish market. 

Mr, F. doesn't belong to any organization, either Japanese  or 

caucasian. 

;eemed 

xjuub to be emotionally stable and 

happily adjusted in the community. 
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Mrs* Amy Konishl, hairstylist T, Yatsushiro / 

Had a brief visit with Mrs» Amy Konishi at her ytKWK beauty 

shop. She was busy attending to her customers, so very l ittle 

personal data was found out frontier* 

She has been married the past twoyears, but her husband 

just returned from overseas duty a few days previousl y* She is 

a native here, and her family side are all here. She is pro bably 

about 24 years of age« 

Business 

She owns sad operates a beauty shop which is 1 cated in the 

II Oapitan Hotel, the town's leading hotel. She has had th is 

shop for about two years now. She pays a rental of about  |70, 

per month, which appears to be rather high for a small t own as 
the better class 

Rocky Ford, Her clientele is excluslvely/eauoaslans* ^h en aske^ 

how business was, she stated that it was good and appeared ve ry 

satisfied. She is kept quite busy as she ix operates the shop 

all sfrFxgw* by herself. She seemed to be very capable. 

Social  Adjustment  s 

As she is a native £ ji of this Community, she has many friends 

both Caucasians and  Japanese,  She is rather popular in the commu-

nity, especially in connection with her business. She ge ts along 

beautifully with^ the hotel management. She even helps a t the 

hotel reception desk, when she is free from her own work end the 

. desk necis some help. She is a rather strong Christlan, w hile 

her husband is a strong Buddhist, It was learned from relia ble 

sources that she and her husband has not been getting a long too 

well, largely because of their religious differences. 
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Mrs* Amy Konishi, hairstylist T.Yatsushiro 

Social Adjustmentt (continued) 

During the visit Mrs. Konishi's unmarried sister who is 

attending the local high school came into the shop* A conv ersa-

tion about Mrs» K's husband ensued as follows! 

Sisteri "Well, how did you two get along last night? 11 

Mrs* Kit "Well, at least we werd on speaking terms last ni ght• " 

The friction between the two in this family isnot only ove r 

religion. It is partially due to the fact that Mrs* K # is inde-and 

pendent, aggressive,/has her sfeap business from which  she derives 

a healthy inoome f  Her husband has Just returned home from over-

seas duty, and still has to adjust himself %m in many ways* 

\  
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Together with ray guide and chauffeur, Hoboru Maruyama, I 

sited the Murakami family« 

Fami  lyi 

Fathers Mr» M.j lssei; about 53 years* 
Mothers Mrs* Mj Issei; about 50 yearsj 

Children: 1 daughter married end living in California* 
1 son, went to »Japan to study m d live before 

the warj status unknown* 

Mr* and  Mrs* M*.  make up this household* Their two children 

are not with the family any more, one being married,and the sen 

having gone to Japan prior to war and never having returne d* 

Both Mr* and Mrs*  M. are very articulate, but Mrs*  M* easily 

outshouts her husband* She is very domineering and most voc iferous 

about 

some of her ideas* As my guide stated, "she wears the pants 

in the family*  *  , 

They/didn 11) particularly concerned about the f ate of their 

son who had gone to Japan to live. They seem Indifferent abo ut 

talking about this  son. 

Backgrounds 

Prior to evacuation Mr.  a d  Mrs. M, farmed in southern 

California. They had a long lease on a small 15 acre plot o f 

land  km  which they used to grow strawberries. For many years they 

had farmed on f such a smal̂ fecale, hoping to make enough t o main-

tain themselves, and not thinfctng of making any sizable fo rtune 

out of farming. They bought their own home, which was lo cated 

on their leased farm land* 

Evacuations 

When they realized that evacuation was Imminent they made 

arrangements to evacuate voluntarily. They had some friend s in 
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Murakamis f. Yatsushlro 

ivaouatlons (continued) 

this neighborhood «id by telephone arranged to come here. Th inking 

that the period of the war and the force  i  exclusion from California 

would not be very long,they took with them the minimum of bel ng-

Inge, storing most of this In their house« They trusted thei r 

Caucasian landlord and arranged with j£bkm to look after t heir 

house and belongings. They selected their beat furnitur es and 

etores these in the basefcent, leaving the other furnitur es in 
� 

the house. The Ms. agreed to let the landlord lend the house  to 

the farm tenants who replaced the Murakamis, just so the better 

furnitures which were stored away were not used. The landlor d 

agreed to this. 

As it turned out the Caucasian landlord did not look after 

the Met belongings very carefully, and the farm tenants who 
I V 

replaced the Murakamis, believed to, be Mexicans,  task  stole most 

Of the carefully stored better furnitures. The Ms. did every thing 

through the w.R.A. during the war trying to recover their sto len 

good furnitures, but never succeeded. They were able to secu re 

and have sent to them here, all the worst furnitures. The 

Ms. are extremely bitter about this. They were interested i n 

knowing whether the evacuee claims bill would pass and how  they 

could re® ver their losses. The house is still in their posse ssion, 

although it is located on the farm land whichdoes not belo ng to 

them. They are uncertain what will become of their house. 

They have never been baok to their former £Lace of residence , 

consequently do not know what the state of affairs is withreg ard 

to their house and their stolen furnitures. They think th at 
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Murakami  a  Yatsushiro -

Farm Laborers since evacuation* 

Both Mr* a dL Mrs. M. have been working as farm laborers in 

this region (Swink) ever since early 1942 when they evacu ated. 

They informed that they have been able to get along, and t hat 

labor conditions haven*t been bad. They work for a numbe r of 

farmers, some their Japanese farmer friends, and shift f rom 

farm to farmwherever labor is needed. They seemed eon  text  ed 

in their present status. They have no farming risks, as t he 

weather to contend with, as they work for a straight w age, 

either by the hour or by contract. From all indications th ey 

seem fairly happy, although they are not making any fort une 

working as farm laborers* 

Return to California! 

The Murakamis are undecided as to what they want to do 

regarding the question of return to California. They fear t he 

high cost of living and other unfavorable conditions prev ailing 

in California,and for the present at least prefer to r emain 

where they are m d work as farm laborer. They stated if and 

when they return to California they will have a house to live 

in, which is their own. However, they are not anxious to re turn 

at present. It is highly possibly that they wil#ontinua wor kiig 

as farm laborers here for a faw more years, and may decide to 

remain here indefinitely atter that time. 
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Murakamis T. Yatsushlro 

Naturalization? 

Both Mr, « d Mrs, M, were adamant In their desire to get 

natura li* aita«. They inquired how they couldg et the first 

papers which were being circulated to some issei. My guide , 

Noboru Murayama, informed that he had a whole batch of fir st 

papers hichwere sent to him by the New York Japanese Ameri can 

Committee for Democracy some time ago. My guide stated he  got 

this several months ago but never distributed them for f ear that 

the issei might criticise him for it. Pertinent extracts of the 

conversation on this isseu are as follows: 

Mrs. M; "I believe that the issei, especially those with families 
here and children, ought to become naturalized U.S, 
citizens. At least the ought to t& e out the first 
papers. They have nothing to lose, and all to gain. 
Even if some of the issei wanted to go back to Japan 
for a visit, he can do so as an U,S, citizen. If he 
didn't have the citizenship he would never be able to 
return to the United States, How, those with nisei 
children here in America will m ver want to return 
to Japan prmanently aid be separated fromtheir children, 
Why shouldn't they take out U,S. citizenship, 
I want to take out first papers immediately. Thè/ 
first paper* doesn't mean we will get citizenship, does 
it? I hope they pass a law which will make it possible 
for issei to become citizens. Aren't we the only 
ones who can't apply for citizenship now? The Chi» se, 
Filipinos,  and others are all eligible now, 1* 

Mr, Mi "I've beer̂ ranting to file my first papers for a lo ng 'time, 
How do you get the* first papers? I've thought about 

• visiting the Denver JACL office many times, but never 
had  a.  ehm  ce.  Even though the present first papers they 
are passing out to issei are not legal, I think we issei 
ought to file tham. It is a declaration of our intentio ns 
and desires, and it might help to influence the government 
to pass a law making it possible for us issei to become 
naturalized* w 

Hoby Murayama (my guide;  nisei) j  "I got a whole batch of first 
papers fromthe Japanese American Committee for Democr acy 
in Hew York some time ago, but j» ver distributed them as 
I thought the issei might criticize me. If you people 
wait the first paper forms I will be glad to bring some ov»r . 
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Murakamis T. Yatsushlro 

Social Adjustment: 

Mr.  aa d Mrs. M. hardly speak any English. Consequently most 

of their friends are Japanese, mainly farmers here. They had 

some friends here even before they eame out here. 

Both are aggressive in their mannerism and speech. 

Among their Japanese friends here they seem to be quite 

adjusted. Visiting friends Is their main leisure time activity/. 

There is hardly anything else that they car^vail themsel ves of. 

They are Buddhists but not strong church members. 

Being farm laborers they have little to worry, as they get 

a steady income from their  work.  Their house Is definitely of the 

poorer farm houses. During the war they had been living  here-

with the Idea of staying only temporarily, and when Cali fornia 

became open to the Japanese to return to their  former  place of 

abode* Because of this even their present house looks ve ry 

temporary with very little furnitures. One large stove  serves 

both cooking and heatlig  purposes-* 

Their main concern seems to be to earn a moderate income f rom 

farm work so as to be able to maintain« a livelihood, no thing more. 

In this setting they seem to be fairly well adjusted, econ omically 

as ««ell as socially» 

Because there is no issel organization, or regular issei activities, 

or issei meeting place, both the Ms. as well as other Issel  of the 

community probably feel a bit lonesome at times* There i s no doubt 

a little feeling of being Isolated, especially among the evacuees 

#rom California, who usually lived near some sizable to wns. 
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Accompanied by my guide, Noboru Maruyama, I visited the 

Hori family. We had some difficulty finding the family , especially 

since a severe vind and rain storm was blowing and the ground 

was covered with snow and mud and puddles i w t t o were st rewn 

on the rosds. We found the Horls home, with the exception of 

a daughter who was at school. The only son in the family was 

asleep, as he worked in the night shift at the sugar beet  SXXKIX |ZX 

factory. 

Family: 

Father; Mr.  H. j  lssel; about 58 years. 
Motheri Hps* Hj lsael; about 48 years 
Children: 3 girls and 1 boy 

ages ranging from 24 to 5. 

Mrs. B. was v e r y t a l k a t i v e , a m i while Mr. H. was rather 

quiet. She probably carries a lot of Influence in the fam ily. 

Both Mr. m d Mrs. H. speak very little ¿English, and the entire 

conversation was carried on in Japanese. 

Background notes: 

The family formerly lived in the vicinity of Stockton, 

California, where they operated a farm of about 200 acres . They 

farmed on a cash rent basis, and raised all variety of fa rm crops. 

They knew the Kobayashls of Brighton, who farmed In Stock ton pre-

viously. They probably were not very influential farm ers in 

that region, as they farmed very moderately» 

Evacuation; 

They were evacuated to Kohwer center, where they remai ned 

until May 1945. Upon evacuating they sold all their farm i mple» 

ments at a considerable lose, and consequently were extr emely 

Interested in knowing the status of the evacuee claims bil l* 
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Horl family  Yatsushiro 

Kvaouationi (continued) 

When I commented that they had remained in a camp a long tim e, 

Mrs. H. stated laughingly* 

"Yes, we stayed until the very end.  XJBK Well, you know, 
most of the people in camp thought thst Japa^ras going -
to win the war, and that Iff we left camp and worked 
on the outside we would be helping America win the war, 
and this would be bad for us when Japan came fever to 
occupy America« «...You see that 1a why we stayed in 
camp so long, w 

In May, 1945, they left Hohwer center and resettled in 

Swink on their present farm. The reason they came here was th at 

*k»± Mrs« H f  s  sister and her family have beenfarming in this 

region for a long time. They live next door to the Boris. 

Farming* 
'v (T ' ' � � 

The Boris are share cropping about 40 acres of farm land 

here. They have been guowing the usual crop of this area, as 

melons, onions, sugar beets, etc« Asked how farm/ondltions 

have been, Mrs« H. stated* 

"It has Abeen bad. But I think Colorado is no place for 
»mall farm operators. If you are going to farm here 
you have to farbig« You see, you can r t make too 
much farming here, so if you farm small your earnings 
are very small. The way I see it, one «¿fcfcxjtsx has 
to farm big here to make any sizable income. Of course, 
when you lose, you lose more. But you can't lose too 
much here. «««« 

"No farming here is not too bad, except for the weather« 
On days like this (it had snowed over 3 feet a week ago, 
and t&xvxa thare was a severe wind and rain storm blow-
ing outside) we evacuees want to go back to California 
all the more«" 

The Horls were far from happy on their present farm. They . 

have done fairly,«act but certainly not exceptionally. For  one thing 

they had no intentions of remaining here, and really hav e been killing 

time until an opportunity comes for them to return to Calif ornia« 
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fiori family T. Yatsushire 

Return to California.* 

The Boris are definitely planning on returning to Californi a. 

They feel that Colorado is no place for them. They dislike  the 

weather, Mas especially Mrs. H. They think that farmin g in Colorado 

is extremely hard, and that your income is very limited. They are 

•taongly attache  ?  to California, and within the next will probably 

leave here for the Coast. 

Their married daughter and her husband are now in LosAngele s, 

and they feel that their daughter  will  assist them  in  getting 

a house and located  some  place. 

Social  Adjustment; 

Most of their friends are Japanese. One of their daugh ter's 

attends the local high school. Their only son now works at the 

nearby sugar beet factory during the night, there being no f arm 

work to do because of the heavy snow fall. The family ap peared 

somewhat unstable. For one thing they are definitely plann ing to 

return to California, end consequently they do not f eel they ought 

to root themselves in the oommunity, economically or soci ally. 
la 

The house they live in/very small. The living room we 

& sited in was so small that we actually had to step over e ach 

other to get across. 

Beoause of i*x these various factors the family seemed to b e 

emotionally unstable. 
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I visited the Mameda family today and had luncheon with 

them. The Mameda household comprises actually three fami ly 

units and includes about ii members. It Is so large that t he 

household eats in two shifts. i  8 p e a t  about an hour talking 

to Mr, Mameda through whom/ I gained a good insight of Iss ei 

thinking on a number of subjects. 

Household: 

1.Mameda family: 
Head:  Mr,  M.) issei; about 60 years 

Mrs. M; issel» 

Children: originally 5 girls and two boys. 
oldest daughter (Mrs. Fujiahlro) is married, 
oldest son, who would have been about 25 

today if living, died a year ago,  1946.  
1 son, about 22 years of age, and 
4 girls, age ranging from 20 to 12, still 

remain with the family. 

2. Fujlshiro family* 
Head: Rev. Fujlshiro, nisei, Cbristiar^inlster, now 

in Hawaii, planning to do graduate work at 
Kew Jersey theological seminary. 

Wife* Mrs. Seda  Fujlshiro;  nisei, daughter of Mr. 
Mameda; about 29 years. 

Children: year old son, Dave. 

3.  Maruyama  familyi 

Father: kr. k,; issei,about 66 years; brother-in-law 
of Mr. Mameda; works for Mr. Mameda. 

Mother« deceased 

Children: Noboru, son, nisei, about 29 years of age. 



P. 4 
„  m Swink, So. Colo 
NATI  VE  JAPANESE FAHJB R3 15 Nov 46 
Mameda family T, Yatsushiro 

, &atxicx*i±x±gxxx 

Family relational 

From all Indications the three family units enjoy excel lent 

relationship among themselves. Mr. Mameda ±* appears to b e a 

dominant figure in the household, and probably is reco gnized as 

the head of the household. 

Mr. M. speaks a little English, but find it mach easier to 

speak Japanese. The children speak largely English to th eir 

parents, while the parents, Mr. M. especially, speak Japa nese 

mixed with a little English to their children. 

Mr. M. stated  that  he regarded the Maruyamas as part of his 

family, and of course  Mrs*  Fuji  shir  o is his own daughter. 

Inigeneral the family and household members appeared ver y 

happy and very friendly, and seem to carry on as truly o ne happy 

family. 

Farming in Colorado» 

Mr. M. informed that he has been farming in Colorado in thi s 

area for almost 40 years now. He confided that he has had ma ny 

ups aid downs in hi9farm career, especially in the 1930s. 

£ln 1932 I went»broke 1 farming. I dldn ! t know what to 
do then, i went to Hocky Ford one day that year and 
went to the Court House. I decided I had to do something 
in order to support my family. I lay on the grass lawn 
of the court  house  and gazed into the sky, as I thought. 
Thenand there I decided to resume farming and I was de-
termined to make good. I went to the bank and borrowed 
some money and started all over again. After that I did 
good in farming. H 

Mr. Mameda delated that he went  *  broke 1, as he described it, 

again i* in the late 1930s. But he did not glve^uul He res umed 

farming and recovered fromthe loss. 
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Farming In Coloradoi (continued) 

The Earned a family has had a relatively hard time farming 

in Colorado. During the war years farming was good for prac tically 

all the farmers, and the Sis enjoyed their share of the  prosperity« 

The children have grown up now, and a good deal of the f artwork 

Is don© by them. This raakea it easier for Mr. M., who had had to 

do practically all of the work by himself during the 1930s . 

Economically they are fairly well established at prese nt« 

The family farms about 200 acres or so on a cash rent and 
lease . _ 

s2txxaxgxa$ basis. They grow the usual line of c ops  found  in  • 

this region, as melons, sugar beets, onions, etc. 

Attitude tew ad the His  el i 

Mr. M* is a very domineering character and is very agg ressive 

and articulate. He admits this to be true himself« Be confi ded 
his children 

that he tells/he objects to them doing this aa d doing thát. Mr. M* 

has definite ideas about many things the nisei should not do. 

For insten ce he objects to their going to movies too of ten, 

objects to their, going to dances, etc. He believes that mo st of 

the movies are bad, that the youngsters learn many bad thi ngs 

instead of good. Of movies he stated that if the nisei go t o 

appreciate the acting only he would not object, as he b elieves 

acting is an art. However, he believes the nisei pick up too 

many other things shown in the movie which are bad, as wea ring 

gaudy clothes, dainklng, etc. He is very emphatic about his 

children growing up to be perfectly upright men and women . He 

frowns upon most of the nisei, feeling that most of them a re 

immature, and Just can't understand many of things in lif e which 
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Attitude toward the Niseis 
M . I , ,,... 

m m so obvious to him. He was intense about his feelings that 

mont  of  the nisei were immature, that they were going off on a 

wrong fodt ing. 

Ideas on Jap&ns 

Mr. 21, had  much  to say about Japans 

"Most people in America just don't understand Japan. Pri or 
to the war, Japan was trying to help her Asiatic brother 

r l ^ f ' u v J ; 3 ^ 1 ^ to conquer bhr neighbor countries. 
Look at Manchuria. There she helped to develop the resourc es 
which lay hidden.. If she had not developed these resou rses, 
Manchuria would have continued to remain a poor country . 
f ^ f 1 m

A
v e l  t o o k  Manchuria; on the contrary Kanchuria r emained 

independent«.... 
Now Japan was trying to help China develop her country, so 
that both Japan«]* and China can trade with each other s o 
that there wo;ld mutual benefit to the two countries. *k* x 
China never could see this. She had been exploited by the 
Iti nif countries,as England and America, who kept on tel ling 
the Chinese that she shouldn't listen to Japan as the latter 

Z l L ^ l 1 ^ ! conquer China. All the time the Western nations 
were interested in continuing their exploitation of China, 

J F ^ J l l t *' J ? 4 . f ? U t h a t U w o u l d  P^vent the Asiatic 
countries from attaining maximum prosperity. She saw t hat 
Asia had become a slare of the Western countries, and was 
afraid that she might be affected ** similarly in due tim e. 

ff Pf?  W a n t f d t 0 d f ?
l n A a l a  *** build a strong Asia 

in which the various nations would be strongly united 
economically, politically, and otherwise. Japan wanted t o 

I , £  A s i a i n  all the countries will enjoy 
mutual benefits. Japan,of course, would be the lead er In 
eountr **  R h 6 ^ f a r a o r e  advanced than any other Asiatic 

"Wherarer I talk to nisei about my ideas on Japan, they  think 
I'm pro-Japan or crazy. They never have been able to see 
the true situation. 

"Sure democracy is good, but you can't change the Japan ese 
to accept democracy overnight. Some things In democracy a re 
good and the Japanese ough' to adapt these features, but fo r 
the most part they will want to retain their for» of gover nine*. 
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Ideas on Japan; 
being 

Mr, M. cannot be regarded as / pro-Japan, because of hi s 

views. He  i s out 'Of  sympathy wi t h the military regime in Japan 

which took over the government since prior to the war. What  he 

is so interested in Is seeing a united Asia, like the loos e 

federation that exists  between  North and South Americas. He 
believes that only when the Asiatic countries work In cl ose 

witheach other 

cooperation/will there be  an significant advai cement among the 

Asiatic  peoples. 

Tiiis lung dissertation on Japan seem to indicate that 

Mr. M m is much more closely attached to Japan than the issei 

who have been evacuated. This is probably because he has not 

been affected by the war as much as the evacuee issei. Man y of 

the -vacuee issei, being Japanese subjects and denie d & tizenship, 

were strongly attached to Japan during the war. However , with 

the evacuation which disrupted their secure living and th e defeat 

of Japan, many of them have become l&ke-warm about Jap an. For 

one thing, many realize that they probably will never he able to 

return to Japan, now that they are advanced in age. Furth ermore, 

Japan is in such poor economic straits that they do not care t o 

return there now and for some tine to come. Consequently , they 

have been forced to accept the only alternative, that of a lligning 

themselves tex* with America, m & if possible securing Ameri can 

citizenship. Like many other immigrant groups, the#r drea ms of 

making a fortune in America and returning to retire in their native 

land have beenaUm dashed to pieces. XJaatx They feel t hat their 

only hope for the future lies with Am<r ica, especially now  that they 

advancer? in age, and since many of them have nisei child ren. 
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Attltud© to» ard religions 

Mr. &ameda ia a atrong Buddhist himself. However, his c hildren 

ar© atrong Christiana. Mr. M. is rather tolerant about r eligioua 

preference among hie children. However, he la politely cr itical 

of the Chriatiana. Some of the pertinent remarka he mad© w ©r©j 

"All religion are the same. They all pray to one ftod. 
How you take the Buddhist and the Christian. The Buddhi .«t 
looks at Ood from thia angle (uaing hands to illustrate© 
what he meana), while the Christian looka at Ood from this 
angle (again using handa for illustration purpoae). 
It doesn't matter what religioua faith you belong to. 
It doesn't make much difference to me. 

"Now the  Christian prays  to  Ood, and  asks  of Ood many favors 
whieh he hopea to get.  The  Buddhist la different. He 
prays to Ood,aid  offers thanks  (kanaha) to Ood for  whatever 
he has received.  So  you aee the Chriatian prays  to  Ood for 
xavora, while the Buddhist praya to Ood and merely offera 
thanks." 

There was a atrong hint in Mr.  M* s  diacuaaion of Christian 

m d Buddhist, that he thinks Buddhis* ia a much better relig ion 

than Christianity. 

Oeneral commenti 

Despite his intense beliefa on certain aubjecta, Mr. Mam eda 

J>*eaent  a  well-irfc egrated p reonality. For on© thing he diaplay a 

intelligence, much more ao than the average isaei. Pr om all 

indicationa he KKX and his family a©end to be well adjust ed 

in the community, economically and socially. The family is rather 

popular and respected in the community, by both Japan eae and cauca-

siana. 
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in company with ¡¿aruyama, a nâtive nisei and my guide and / 

chauffeur for today, I visited Jska Mr, Ilarry Tateishl , an evacuee 

irsei businessman. He and his wife live In Swink (a f ew miles 

from Rocky Ford), southern Colorado, where they have thei r 

business establishment also. 

Family: 

Father: Harry T«j lssei, about 42 years; 

Mothers Mrs« Tj citizenship and age not known« 

Children* none« 

Background £ personal notes: 

Mr« Tatelshi is an unusual lssei In many ways« For one thi ng 

he Is a college graduate (from Pasadena, Calif, full coll ege-*formerly 

called Nazarene College«), with a major In agricultura l chemistry* 

Following his graduation he worked for a number of years wi th the 

CallfornlaState Agricultural Division in the Pasadena b ranch as 

a chemical analyst, specializing in agriculture« Aside fr omhis 

job with California state, he had his own business, spec ializing 

in insecticide and fertilizer. From all indications he wa s very 

well established from an occupational and financial st andpoint« 

In 1942 jtka he and his wife evacuated to Ht« Mountain rel oca-

tion center, Wyoming« He claimed that he was assistant to the 

Project Director of thé center* 

In 1944 he left camp and after surveying various parts of the 

country resettled in Swink where he established his busi ness« He 

and Mr« Hagamoto, a native lssei and ablg seed distributor  in the 

state, formed a partnership and have operated their bu siness on 

this basis ever since« Outside the firms building àve two big 

signs reading, "Magamoto Bros, Seed Co« w and another "N«B«C. 

Insecticide Co« n 
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Background? {continued) 

&r. T,  Is  an  unusually  aggressive individual.  He  Is not only 

intelligent, but seems to be very capable. He was  most  articulate 

during our  whole  hour or so visit. As a matter of fact  he  spoke 
almost fairly good 

continuously/without a break xtaxx*, speaking in/Engli sh. His 

whole preoccupation of life seems to  be  that of makings success 

ink* his business.  %±Mxxx*xx*kMmm  He repeated M m elf often, 

and when an  attempt  was made to get M m  to  talk on other sibjects 

than business, he didn't seem to be too Interested. His speech 

is rapid-fire, and reminds one of an elderly Italian imm igrant, 

in accent especially. He uses phrases like: "I w a n n a . . a n d 

"You gonna..... w 

In every respect Mr. f* Is a colorful personality. His ag -

gresftve nature has made him somewhat unpopular among a few issei, 

It was reliably reported. One issei employee of Mr. T., name ly 

TsuchuvA, was picked up by the P.B.I., and this issei had spread 

the story that Mr. Tateishi was the Informer. Hev. Sakamot o 

Informed that this issei employee was extremely pro-Japa n, and 

talked vociferously about Japan and indicated his fanatica l loyalty 

to that country during the war. 

Mr. T. is extremely dogmatic in some  of  his Ideas, and 

he makes no attempt to hide this. He spoke to me and my nise i guide 

as if he were our father or our teacher, saying frequentl y "You 

nisei must t£ this.....you nisei musn»t be afraid..... n He has 

unlimited energy and unlimited determination and courag e. He im-

pressed me as one who can Inspire any down-trodden nise i with 

renewed hope and anMtion, He has the "gift of gab" that make s 

his speech interesting aid colorful. 
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Present Business^ Occupation: 

Although in partnership with Mr. Hagamatsu, tr* Jateis hl 

actually manages the business himself» Z&sxx&kXK This fir m 

manufactures insecticides and fertilizer, mainly, and s ome 

shoyu sauce. jfNaganiatsu operates  hi3  own seed firm in  a  separate 

building» He was ill and consequently no visit was made w ith 

him.) Mr. T. am*it* works and lives in the factory build ing, 

using the rear as his living quarters» 

He sells insecticides and fertilizer to Japan* se as we ll 

as Caucasian farmers, in jtteix the state mainly, but  yfrrttYfciB in 

other parts of the country, as Illinois. Soy sauce is sold  mainly 

to the Japanese wholesalers. 

I had a chance to visit the Inside of the factory.wat& There 

were several huge storage tanks made of woo£, which ®re 

used to process insecticides, shoyu, and fertilizer. Th e place 

had ^strong smell of shoyu, aad when I left the.place I was t horoughly 

permeated with the shoyu odor, especially my clothes. 

From all indications he is doing very well in his busine ss» 

H® ever, ka Mr. T» Isfar from satisfied with this one plant only» 

He wants to ¿uata establish similar plants in Texas, Fl orida, 

Illinois, Washington state, and California. He is very a mbitious 
not 

aid he I*/the type that does a lot of dreaming and planning feat 

but actually carries out his plans. 

In front of the factory building he has a small laborator y 

where he does his chemical analysis m d experiments. It is here 

that he works part-time for the Colorado State agricultu ral division, 

doing chemical analysis when his s rvices are needed. I t is not 

believed that he gets any sizable income from this sourc e. 
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Business ¿rospects Tor Issei aa d Hlseis 

Mr. load  much  to  say  on business prospects for  issei aid 

nisei,  lie  is so preoccupied  with  business prospects that it was 

difficult  to get  him off  the subject, iertinent statements made 

by him/ililxkS recorded. 

Isseit  if You nis«4 just forget the issei, Throw him away. 
He's no good any more. He's too old now. His ideas are 
too old-f aanioned. Issei are too jealous of each other. 
They never can work together. 9 (He repeate* this ofteni-verv 
emphatically.) * 

"1 life» to sea you young nisei go ahead in business. 
Don't be afraid. If you athink athat certain business is 
good— 00 AHEAD, START IH THE BUSINESS. You can talk English. 
You know how to get along withthe hakujin. Don 11 be afraid. 
......lhan I started in business, I waan't scare of anyt hing 
or any body. I don't care if hakujin was in same business. 
I start In ah my own business.. I wanna see the nisei m ake 
good in business all over the country. You see first yo u 
gotta make agood In business, $kaa Then you have  pwmxx  por er. 
You can do anything you want. I wanna see nisei mfc e good 
in America. I wanna see nisei get Into high government 
offices, maybe get into Congress, maybe even elected to 
preaidant. *»*#*.* 
Don't be afrèid of discrimination. You can lick it if you 
make good in bus iness . . , . 
You know I lika the Jews. They're good business people. 
They malte good in business. That's why they'»a wav up th ere 
in business world. I wanna see the nisei feeoome like them. 
I wanna see them make good in business and work togethe r. 
I don wanna see the nisei become like the issei. They gotta 
work together. Farmers, business, and everybody work tog ether 

Return to Californias 

when asked whether he planned to returned to  California,  Mr. T 

statadt 

"Sure I wanna go back to California, back to Pasadena maybe . 
That's the best place. All the Japanese ought to go to 
California, For business that's the best place. Farmers 
can make good there too, California has good weather, nd 
like  Colorado  weather.• 
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Return to California: (continued) 

Whan told that if all the Japanese went to California t his would 

create Little Tokyos all w e p again this might be bad fro m the 

standpoint of the future of theniaei, Mr. T* stated! 

"Don 1t a worry about that. Sure there will be Little 
Tokyo*. nothing wrong with it. If the nisei make good 
in business, that's all that matters. You don't need to 
worry about Little Tokyo* You can't help this. Ho matter 
where the Japanese go in America, you always will find 
a Little Tokyo* Just like the Chinese and the Italians, 
they have their little town». .... 

"I lika to see the Japanese people in the U.S. united 
together, work together, and help each other out.* 

Discrimination! 

Mr. T. was the least bit concerned about past, present, or 

future discrimination. He thought that if the nisei made good in 

their own respective businesses, discrim nation will be l icked 

by economic power. 

"I don't like the JACL making all the fuss about the ant i-alien 
land law in California. What was that case—I guess the 
Gyama case. Why spend all the thousands of dollars in / 
fighting the case. Why not put the money in some nisei 
business. Forget the issei, why worry about them. They're 
old and no good now. Throw them away. The nisei got to 
establish themselves and go 4iead from now on. ... 

*I don't like this Maeaoka fellow. He talks too much about 
discriagination against the Japanese. No need to do so mu ch 
talking, we gotta do some action. w 

Mr. T. feels very strongly that discriminatory laws and 

practices against the issei should be forgotten and let a lone, 

and the issei as a group a&so ought to be forgotten as t hey have 

only 10 to 15 more years to live at the most. He feels that the 

issei can take ̂ themselves. It is the nisei that he is  most  con-

cerned about. He strongly feels that economic power wil l whip 

discrimination In a showdown fight. 
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Social Adjustment  t 

Very little was found out about Mr. T*s social adj stme nt, 

because of his m u x intern • interest in business. Most o f his 

day to day actlvl les revolves around his business. He has little 

time for social activities, although he is not complete ly aloof 

from them. My guide, Maruyama, informed me that the nise i 

basebalj/team in Rocky Ford approached him for financia l contribu-

tion, add Mr. T. was willing to donate #1,000 provided th e team 

advertised his firm. The team had received donations f romother 

businessman and individuals and turned down this generou s offer. 

He isneither a strong Buddhist or a strong Christian. I t is 

fea*±utaAx*fca* not known what his preference is, nor does Rev. 

Sakamoto, nisei Christian leader, know. 

He has a number of Caucasian associates, largely busin ess 

associates. He doesn't mix too well with the ispel, as he is 

a little too aggresitve for them. He gets along better with t he 

nisei. My guide stated Mr. T. is probably the most intell igent 

issei in the community,and thinks very highly of him. 

It was not learned whether he belonged to the local Chamb er 

of Commerce. (Possible check on this can be made.) 

General Commenti 

From all indications Mr. T. seems to be happily adjusted in 

the community, economically and socially. His determinat ion to 

make good wherever he establishes business is mainly re sponsible 

for this stability. 
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Kvacuatlon loases: 

Mr,  7,  very casually Informed that he lost about  $85,000 

¿hi through the evacuation. He aaids 

"Oh, I  don't  care. I lost  $25 ,000 In the evacuation. 
But'I gonna forget it." 

Mr. T's willingness to forget his losses due to the evacúa-
financially 

tion igfcainly due to the fact that he is/well established 

at present  with his  going business in operation and previously 

accumulated wealth, fie is Capable, intelligent, aggressiv e and 

knows that  he  can recoup much of the lossUs if not more through 

his own initiative in business, Furthermore,he is relativ e 

young as an issei, and having an American college education 

Is very Americanized, 

It isfelt that he is not typical of the average Issel cr 

even the average nisei with respect to forgetting evacu ation 

losses* 
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Tonight at the home of Rev. and Mrs* Sakamoto in Rocky Fo rd, 

a din» r-meeting was held with many nisei leaders of the community 

attending. In all there were twelve In attendance Incl uding myselfi Christian 
Rev. Kizo  Sakamotos  an issei serving as nisei/church work 

in communit y, about 55 years$ evacuee 
Mrs. Sakamotos nisei, about 28 years} evacuee; Christia n 
Mrs. Seda Fujishiros native nisei married to a Hawaiian ni sei 

Christian minister; about 29 years; Christi® 
Noboru Maruyamas native nisei, about 29 years; farmer* C hristian. 
Mlts Harada: native nisei, about 29 years; farmer; Buddhi st 
Yuji Haradai native nisei, about 30 years; farmer; Budd hist; 

married. 
Sam Kawata: evaouee nisei about  28  years; farmer; Christian. 
Mrs. Kawatas native nisei about  26  years; strong  Christian, 

as is her family (Ushlyama). 
Mrs. Kushinos native nisei married to an issei; about  28  years 
Mrs. Saikin: native nisei, abotffc 27 years; Christian 
Tom Onodas evacuee nisei; about 28 years; married native 

nisei girl, who is  Mrs.  Saikin 1s sister; operates service 
station. Believed to be Christian. 

The group indulged in dinner first, with the group split ting 

up in three groups of four. Some kind of goulash and rice w as the 

main course, with a variety of other food stuff served. 

Mrs. Sakamoto, following the meeting, informed that the 

group was an unusual collection of nisei, as there were two strong 

Buddhists represented, nanely the Harada boys, and a num ber of strong 

Christians, as Mrs. Kawata (formerly Miss Ushlyama) and  Mrs. 

Fujishiro (formerly Miss Mameda). Mrs. Sakamoto stated Kit s 

Harada never stepped into their house once before tonig ht, and 

kept away from them as if they were poison. She stated hi s brother 

Yuji Harada is more social-minded. 

The meeting which followed the  dinner  was conducted informally» 

Rev. Sakamoto asked me to talk about how the Japanese have been 

adjusting inthe major areas they have resettled in. I spoke of 

the economic and social adjustment the Japanese have mad e in 

Chicago, Colorado, and Los Angeles, pointing out specific examples» 
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I had Intend©-" to speak only briefly about the situati on in 

Chicago, and turn the meeting Into a discussion about the v arious 

problems facing the nisei and issel in Colorado and this r egion. 

However, aome of the group were rather let created in c onditions 

in Chicago and elsewhere sad prolonged this phase of the meeting* 

Prior to evaeuatloni & Influx of evacuees1 

Among the natives there was a consensus of opinion that p rior 

to the war the Japanese families were fairly well integ rated in 

the community, and that there was no so-called Japanese problem 
native 

here. The/nisei, especially, never thought themselve s of being 

Japanese until the evacuation. The community as a whol e wasvery 

friendly, and the Japanese got along s ell withthe rest of t he 

community. 

It was only since the coming of the evacuees into the area 

that the native Japanese began to f e d more conscious of thftir 

racial background, and there was a feeling of tension among  them. 

For one thing these» Japanese population for the communit y increased 

si d this made the group somewhat prominent In the eyes of th e 

community as well as to the native Japanese, The discussio n 

revealed that there was a deep but silent resentment on the 

part of the native Japanese, but this has gradually died, 
as 

especially/most of the evacuees left for the West Coast, 
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Segregated Japanese organizational 

There was a general consensus of opinion that segregative 

Japanese organization's churches were necessary,  as  ̂ l ^ re ached 

the nisei who otherwise would never attend the church se rvice. 

When I first broached the subject—not knowing that ther e were 

Buddhists in the group—Yuji Barada, a strong Buddhist, imm ediately 

stateds 
"Now, I f m a Buddhist so there isn't any such problem as 
the segregated church. Buddhist church membership is 
made up almost exclusively of Japanese. Ber ever, if I 
a Christian, I would say that there is a need for a 
segregated church among nisei.and Issel." 

Somehow the group felt that  f&axx  prior to the alaa war the 

segregated nisei atax Christian group was weak, but wit h the 

coming of the evacuees it became stronger. Now there is a fee ling 

among the nisei that they fire more at home with their own gr oup. 

Rev. Sakamoto took considerable time trying to interest 

the group in fo^ing f f r n!sei circle, which would be non-religious 

In nature, and which vould carry on various social activit ies as 

book review, arranging for a special speaker to talk to t he 

group, etc. The group seifi/fairly interested, and a da te in 

the near future was set as the first meeting. This circl e, if 

ever formed, mlghS/£3 a useful purpose iaong the nisei, 

in making them more *a«GKX±*£X conscious of community and national 

and world problems. It will serve to oement better workin g relatione 

between the Buddhist and the Christians, who heretofore  have been 

at loggerheads, especially the issel. (This Christian-B uddhist 

conflict Irs related in another report.) 
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Japanese Cultures 

The group felt that there 1« more evidence of Japanese cul-

tur®X among farmers and rural people in general than those in 

the urban areas. This,they felt, was due to the fact that th ere are 

fctaxtaxaaxx less social activities among the farm people than 

among the city people. The o i t ^ i S ^ a i l y contact with all 

kinds of people, while the farmers are somewhat isolate* on their 

respective farms. 

Social Organisation! 

Among the nisei there is no overall organization. There ±m a re 

the Buddhist and Christian church groups. There is a farme rs 
consists of 

association tm which/about 10 native Japanese families, o ne of 

which Is the Harada family. 

»yep ten nisei veterans belong to the local chapter of the 

Veterans of Foreign  Sara,  a non-Japanese  organization. 

One nisei, at least, belong to the local Chamber of Commer ce. 

Hs is Tom Onoda, who was present at the meeting. 

Among the nisei fellow« there are about 2 or 3 basdball 

mi  basketball teams, which play each other during the season s, 

« d also play against Denver nisei teams  mi  participate in the 

Tri-State (Colorado, Nebraska, Wyoming) nisei sports tou rnament. 

Ordway nisei baseball team won the reoent Tri-State baseb all 

tournament championship, in which about IS nisei ball tew s f rom 

the three states competed. 

Aside from visiting families, and the other activities men tioned 

above, the nisei and l.sei visit Denver often, especially d uring the 

winter when the farmers are enjoying a 2 or 3 month vacation . 
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General Comment> 

The meeting did not last very long,  as  some of the ®»oup 

had to leave a little early. Rev. Sakamoto took consider able 

time talking about his ideas about forming a nisei circle, that 

the disousaion did not cover many of the things which I wanted 

to go into more thoroughly. 

In general the members of the group seemed to appear well 

adjusted in the community, economically as well as soci ally. 

There appeared no major problems. There has been very lit tle 

discrimination or any t u t major incident involving Japan ese 

during and after the war. 

The group was a fairly intelligent group, but much of th e 

discussion had to be prodded along by my questioning. 
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The following taken from the files of Denver, Colo /S '3 
DENVER UNITY COUNCIL . ̂  /, £ * T, Yatsushlro 
April, 1946 

• •  .. *  .i-f 

"MBmumT TO CITY BUSINESS LICENSING ORDINANCE NEEDED BECAUSEj 

Repeatedly during the past three or four years, individu als 
have been refused lleenses fo no reas> nother than thei r ralce. 

A restricted zone was?et up during the war outside of which 
Japanese were not granted licenses. This is roughly  Mr,  Fresques» 
district! 18th north to the river and east to High, 
Japanese people have learned that they willnot be grant ed licenses 
outside of this area (witha few exceptions),so that no w verv few 
people try,  J 

Itoe following are example s of cases vhere licenses were 
refused on a racial basist 

l.Mr, Shibata* 2544 Champaa —refused a soft drink licen se 
when he arranged to buy agrocery. Reported by James Curtis, 
War Relocation Authority,Sept, 1945,  0 

w Mr.Joe Horiuchi, 2915 Arapahoe —refused grocery licens e 
about April 15, 1945, Grocery at 50th and Franklin. Repcr te d 
by Clark Garman,  F 

3, Mrs, Kanai —refused a license for the Hotel Batione. 
1722 LarlMrr, * 

4. Anson FuJIoka—refused license for gasoline stand, 
Wazee Market — b o t h owner and gasoline company had agree *. Later 
was granted ahotel license at 2200 Larimer. (Clark Garm an—1943) 

« 4. 5A K f r a ? S ? ? s h i ~ ~ r e f u s e d  lieenae for cleaning establishment, 
East Colfax in 1944, * 

In some of these cases, rather than giving the applicant  an 
outright refusal, Captain O'Donnell, Mr. Klrschwing, etc . would 
delay so long that the buyer and selfc r in the case would n't 
wait any longer. One man lost several hundred dollars whil e wait-
ing for adecislon on a hotel license. 

Last fall, the Colorado Council of Churches applied for  a 
permit toconduct a hostel for Japanese coming out of re location 
center at the Burling Hotel, 22nd and Larimer. They were sent 
from Capt. ©«Donnell to Klrschwing, and were finally going to 
the Mayor when the space was rented to someone else. 
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Colorado STAT*. ¿iiPLOYMEMT SERVICE  22 Nov 46 
Talk with Mr* (lien Earle T. Yataushiro 

Had an hour's talk with M r , OlenEarle, who is a Labor 

Relations Advisor and Minority Representative with the St ate, 

i&nployment Service. The organization is at present goin g through 

a transition from the U.S.£.3» to the State. Mr. iarle has b een 

with the Employment Service since March J.945* Prior to t his he 

was ith the National Youth Administration here in Denver. 

Mr. Earle works at a rather high echelon in the Employment 
knowledge 

Service, and consequently his/of the Japanese kiuuiix sit uation 

here, in Denver and Colorado was somewhat limited.*»* Ho wever, 

he provided some pertinent information. The primary p urpose of 

my visit with him was to find out what employment opportu nities 

there were for nisei and issei in the city and the state, en d 

to What extent discrimination prevailed. 

Foundriess 

Mr. Karle informed that during the war a large number of 

nisei and issei men were employed in the various foundri es in 

the city of Denver. Mr. Barle guessed that there uere ab out 

500 workers in all employed at the various foundries, and o f 

this about 150 were nisei or issei men. He said his estimat e 

of the number of nisei and issei employed was purely a guess, 

and that he could be off by 50. The nisei and issei did mainl y 

labor and apprentice work, in other words semi-skilled and 

unskilled work. He thought the number working now was rel atively 

small, mainly because some of the foundries shut down si nce the 

war's end and because many evacuees left for California. 

Mr. Earle thought that the Japanese foundry workers did v ery 

well and established a good reputation, jbea A.F.L. uni on was 

the recognised labor union at the various foundries. 
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Talk with  Mr. Glen  ¿arle T, Yatsushiro 

M.Y.A. 

While Mr. Marie was with the  13.Y*A. ,  whieh was prior to 

March, 1645, he stated many young  nisei  boya and  girls found  various 

part-time work in the city. Many nisei girls found secreta rial 

work, while nisei boys found skilled work as mechanics and 

machinists. He spoke rather highly of the work done by the nis ei 

boys and girls. There is no N.Y.A. now. 
Federal 

/Government 1ork  g 

Mr. Earle did not know for sure how many nisei were employ e "̂ 

by the various Federal agencies In Denver, but he though t the 

number  was relatively amall compared to the war years. Soine of 

the Federal agencies MxfcfesMSk* which may still have a few nisei 

employees werei 

war Assets 
Farm security Administration 
Veterans Administration 
Bureau of Reclamation«  . 

He informed that he knew  a  gisel girl who is employed by the 

War Assets as a secretary at CAF-3. 

The War Labor Boaad, which is now abolished, hired 3 nisei 

women secretaries. He stated one went  East,  one went back to 

California,  and one got married. 

In general  wxx*.  the nisei were  employed  as secretaries or 

clerks. Mr. ¿arle did not know of any nisei who got a profess ional 

rating. Mr. E«rle stated that there is less prejudice to ward 

hiring nisei secretaries or clerks than hiring Hegroes or Sp anish 

in similar positions. He thought there is less discriminat ion 

in hiring nisei as clerks or secretaries than there Is in th e 

professional class of work. 
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Talk with Mr. alan Karle T. Yataushiro 

Policy of Private Industry* 

When asked what the general policy was among private Indus tries 

with respect to hiring nisei m d issei, Mr. ^arle stated r ather 

irrltatlngly, 'Damn It, it differs with different firms." He 

thought ing?neral that the better class of Jobs, as profess ional 

type of work, skilled work, department store saleslady J obs, etc. 
was 
JM»» closed to the nisei or issei. Onthe other many of the leadi ng 

many 

hotels and restaurants In town have hired/nisei and issel$ ±ax*jexk 

»ot in the lower class of work, as chambermaids, Janitors , dish-

washers, bus boys, etc. 

Produce Firms! 

Mr. &arle stated during the war hundreds of nisei were 

employed by the various produce firms.  He  didn't know how many 

were employed now, but he thought since many have left for 

California tafc not very many were working at presant. 

In general the type of work the nisei did was manual labor. 

AFL and CIO* 

Mr, Earle confessed that his sympathies were more strong ly 

tied withthe CIO than the AFL. In general, he stated the  CIO  is 

much more liberal about hiring minority workers than the AFL. 

He stated he once talked to an AFL leader over the quest ion of 

hiring Japanese ft* at Toner's Inc. and this AFL man state d* 

"Sell, the CIO  ftje  is accepting them,so we gotta accept them too. w 

Mr. Earle explained that this was more of a forced accept ance, 

as It was a question of maintaining unioi>f>ower through larger 

membership. 
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Talk wither.  Glen Earl©  T. Yatsushixo 

AFL and CIQt (oontinued) 

Mr. Barla explained that probably the reason the AFL Is 

max*  prejudiced against accepting minority members is becaus e 

most of its unions are of the skilled and professional workers. 

The CIO is organized on an industrial or vertical basis, that 

is the skilled and unskilled workers of a particular firm ar e 

organized in a local union. 

Local Kconomic Structure? 

Mr# Earl© stated that the whole state of Colorado xii large ly 

«*** dependent on agriculture for its livelihood. In gen eral 

the standard of living here Is very low. He thought wages h ere 

were extremely low. He pointed out that the State legislato rs 

get only foOO a year. This meant that tteft only the idle r ich 

could afford to run for the State legislature. 

Request for nisei Workersi 

Mr. Earle informed that the other day he had an urgent 

request *a* from a caucaslan firm for a nisei female st enographer, 

but he was unable to locate any nisei to fill the position . 

Private Employment servicei 

Mr. Earle mentioned the fact that a private employment se rvice 

was making a lot of money in acting as a job brole r. He di dn't 

know the name of this agency (It is believed to be Yama to Service 

Bureau—analyst). He didn't see why nisei ought to pay t k. money 

in order to get a Job,when there Is a government emplo yment service 

as his which offers such services free of charge. He info rmed they 

have a branch office near 18th  and  Larimer. 



STATE CIVIL SSnVlw« COMMISSIOH 
Mr* Danny Sullivan  Jo  Mr. Steele 

Had a very pleasant visit with Mr. Danny Sullivan» a member of tha 

three member State Civil Service Commission. He introdu ced me briefly to 

*llr. Steele,  KB  a second member of the Commission. I didn't get to mee t the 

third and last member of the commission as he was.out at the time. Both 

Mr. Sullivan and Mr. Steele were very pleasant and coopera tive. Their office 

la in the State Gapitol Bldg, room phone KE 1171.̂ . 

Mr. Sullivan was formerly the chairman of the commission.  He baa bean 
a 

am member for a number of years now. He is a man of abou t 95 years» la vary 

plump and fdt, and in general/ very friendly. When I expl ained to him tha 

nature of my mission in Denver and Colorado he immedia tely retorted» 

"Aa far the civil service commission of the 3t4te of Color ado la 
concerned there is no diecrimination whatsoever becaus e of race, 
color» or creed. I know during the war there was a little pr essure 
put on the Japanese Americana. For instance» I rememb er one state 
agency refused to accept a aims Japanese American stenog rapher. I 
told that agency, 'if you don't accept this stenographer » you're 
not going to get any body else.' That agency accepted that 
stenographer* 

"The Japanese Americana who have taken our exams have all passed, 
and they have been placed. There is not a single case of a J apanese 
American who took the exam and passed who was not placed I n soma 
state job. I think we have about five of them right now. (H ere 
he called toil his secretary and asked her to take out the re cords 
of the Japanese Americans employed by the state. The secr etary 
brought the records in and gave me the names of the nisei a nd 
what position they held and in what agency they were empl oyed.) 

"They're all good workara. They are very wall liked by their fellow 
workers too. I know one or two of them quite well. For ins tance, 
1 know Mrs.Michi Terasaki. She's a tiny girl» but ahe's g ood. 
She's on vacation—going tofcx have a baby. n 

With the aid of his secretary Mr. Sullivan gave me the names of the 
by tha state 

nisei employed/aa follows? 

1* Robert ¿U Horiuahit Bookkeeper with the Board of Educa tion* He began 
working on October 7th, 1946. (Horiuchi formerly ¿¿dtxh iaxovs carried 
on his own accounting business. He may atill be doing this on the side. 
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2* Mrs. HlQhi Terasaki| Is now a clerk-typist with the Publi c Health Dept.J 
Been eaployed for the pact five yeara»aince lp4lj now on sick leave. 



ST\TE CIVIL SSRV. COMMISSION 
Mr*  tfanny  Sullivan & Mr* Steel® 

3* Mre* Mabel(Itiouye) Uyedai Bacteriologist with the P ublic Health Dept.,* 
employed eince June, 1946* Graduated from Oolorado U* in Biology* 
Parents in Ft* Luptonj native Ooloradoan* Her work Is pr imarily, 
that of teetln^ blood for various diseaee* 

Hies  ftooc  Saeajiaai stenographer with Public Health»Dept*j ehe worked 
in and 19%, but early this year left for California; She h ad 
a permanent job* 

Mr* Sullivan was unable to recall the 5th nisei who ie or wa e employed 

by the Stat© civil service* he stated that all those menti oned had permanent 

appointments* 

Mr* Sullivan admitted that hardly any nisei were in any p rofessional 

or executive position* He was quite cure whether the ba cteriologist job 

held by Mrs* Uyeda wae classed ae profeseional,ax but he thought not* 

It eah be safely etated that none of the jobs paid more than #290* per 

month* The clerks or stenograhers got around $1̂ 8* per mont h* The bookeeper 

and the bacteriologist probably/fit around $200* per mont h* The wage scale 

of the state of Oolorado, as indicated In other reporte* i s very low compared 

to the Federal pjty scale* 

Mr* Steelei 

Mr* Steele informed that early during the war years he wae a teacher 

at Manual High School, where the bulk of the Japaneee-A merioan students are 

found* He epoke very highly of the evacuee etudents  saying t 

•Why» they were really smart* They knew exactly what the require-* 
ments were and they were alwaye at the top of the cl ass* Some things 
I had been teaching the eeniore for three years, why the J apanese 
American students from California who were only In thei r first or 
eeeond year knew without my telling them* I wae amased at how 
advanced they were** 
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Mr. Danny Sullivan & Mr. Steele T» Yataushiro 

general Cornent 

Froa all indication® it appear® that the State Civil Str vice Cotauii»®lon 

i® very fair~sdnded about hiring minority membera to a 3t ate job®» Apparently 

not very mny nisei have applied afcxfcfc* State office jo b®» Probably this i® 

because the pay scale of the 3tata civil service system is relatively low 

coapased to the Federal* More nisei took job® with the vario us Federal 

agenda® during the war, and thia is believed to be aainl y because the Federal 

pay scale was higher* 
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NISEI FEMALE BACTW0L0QI3T 22 iiov 46 y 
Mr»* Mabel Uyeda. T* Tatcushire 

Following  my vi si t  to the Stàte Divil Servio® Gommisalon, I paid ffohort 

visit to the State Public Health Dept* There I had abrief c hat Xkk with Mrs* 

Mabel Uyeda, wife of Bob Uyeda, an evacuee free Californ ia* Because Mrs* 

Uyeda waa on duty I had only few minutes with her. 

Mabel is a nlaei of about 24 or 25 years of age. ihe la rath er shy but 
V * 

friendly. Her family  f ama in  Ft* Lupton and are natives of Colorado» Her 

maiden name le Mabel Inouye. 

She attended U. of Colorado at Boulder for four years,ra ajoring in biology, 

and graduated last year some time. She then came to Denve r and got some 

hoe£i%al training* Sine® June of thia year she has been em ployed by the 

State civil service as a bacteriolggist in the State Pubic Health Dept» 

She works in the Blood Teat Division, and herjob comprise s mainly of making 

blood teat for various diseases* 

She is very happy  i n her job and  i s well liked by her fellow workers, 

who are all Caucasians» 

Asked  fefeether  she had any difficulty getting her eivilservice job,aha 

answered in the negative and continuedt 

"I think that whether a nisei can get a civil service job a ll depanda 
n the individuai» 2 think these who are capable and go ahea d to 

look for a job he or she likes can findgl|» »••••« 
"X get along with the hakujin girla here/swell. I've neve r had any 
trouble at all»* 

From all indications Mabel appears to be anxaxji intell igent and capable 
now 

woman* She prepared herself for the type of work she is/do ing in college 

and is very happy in her present position* 

i&bel's husband is a nlaei from Ga&fornia, who la at pre sent working 

at  fck  a produce firm, the Federal Fruit Produce. Mabel inform ed that is on 

the verge of getting Inducted into the army, and consequen tly is passing the 

time working at the produce firm* 
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i visitad the Yamato Service Bureau, located at 1221 19th S t*, 

and talked with Mr. Yamato first and then with Mrs. Yamat o. The 

Yamato Service Bureau is described in a in previous sep arate 

report. One of its main services is that of a Job broker , or 

1 eating employment for any nisei or issei applicant. It 

who Is place! in a Job. 

When I first visited the Bureau, only Mr. Yamato and hi s 

daughter, 17 years old, were in. Mr. Yamato stated that he 

wasn't as familiar with the employment situation In Denv er as 

his wife was and suggesited I see her. However I talked to him 

and later in the day I revisited the Bureau and talked wi th 

Mrs. Yamato. 

The main purpose of my visit^S* the Yamato Service Burea u 

was to obtain more Info mation on Itea employment prospec ts for 

issei and nisei in the city. Most of the information was gaine d 

from Mrs. Yamato. 

stenographersand clerks? 

Mr. Yamato statel there were some nisei working as sten ographers 

and clerks but he flidn't think there were very many. He thought 

the main reason for this was the fact that the salary w as rather 

low. He stated the salary ranged from 125. to $35. per wee k, and 

that $35. was definitely top pay. Mr. Y. stated they kave r eceived 

calls from Caucasian law firms and business firms asking f or nisei 

clerks and stenogrphers, but in some cases they haven't  beenable 

to fill these Jobs as the nisei don't seem to be interested I n 

this  type  of Job, probably because of the low pay. 

first month's wages of the applicant 
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Housemaids; 

Mr*  Y. thought there were about 200 nisei girls working as 

housemaids* it 1 told him that I thought this was a high f igure, 

and he explained that many nisei girls were part-time st udents, 

getting their room and board plus a little spending mone y while 

they are going to  school . Mrs* Y* estimate) that there were 

about 100 nisei girls working as domestics, which is proba bly 

closer to the truth* 

Mr* Y* related that when they first opened their business 

in 1943, the juqt housemaids were being paid about #50 to #60 . 

per month* Be stated he attempted to reise the pay scale  by 

refusing to place any nisei girl in a home that was wot will ing 

to pay more than  #60*  He established |80* as the minimum at 

first and was able to place many nisei girls* This is curren tly 

the minimum paid any housemaid inthe city. However, at pre sent 

Mr* Y* stated that they are trying to raise the minimum  housemaid 

pay from  #80*  to  #100.  Some homea are willing to pay as high 

as  |125,  per month for a nisei mm girl, and even then they have 

had difficulty trying to find a nisei girl who is interes ted* 

Mr. Y. informed that many nisei girls have quit their house -

maid work to leave for  California.  Consequently there have been 

many vaoanoies* 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Y. state" that the caucaslan families ne ed-
nrefer 

lng housemaids all/mo** nisei girls, as the nisei are much more 

truated than say the Negro or the  Mexican.  Furthermore, the nisei 

has established a good reputation with regard to ¿due work  efficiency. 



P. 5 
CI H H 9 H B I Denver 

EMPLOYMENT 23 Nov 46 
via Yamato Servioe Bureau T. Yatsushiro 

Housemaids (continued) 

Mrs, Y. stated there is a big demand for nisei housemaids, 

and that they have been having difficulty filling these requests, 

Mrs* Y. related an interesting story of how xfexx the y used the 

acute demand for housemaid in breaking down discriminatio n in a 

certain firm's employment policy. The story goes that M rs. Gates, 

wife of the owner and operator of the big Gates Rubber Co mpany of 

Denver, called the Yamato Servioe Bureau to request a nise i girl 

to work in her home. Mrs. Yamato promised that she will t ry to 

find a suitable nisei glrl,Jm and very shrewdly inquired  if her 

husband would not be willing to hire xix Japanese Americ ans at 
in return 

his Rubber* Company. Mrs. Gates/promised to talk to her h usband 

about the matter and to call Mrs. Y. about it soon. Mrs. Y. s tater? 

she is / expecting a call from Mrs. Y. any day now and is hop ing 

for a favorable reply. This sSStils like a horse-trade, but from 

the standpoint of opening up employment opportunities f or the 

nisei aid issei it lookjllke a sax good one, (X called Mrs, Y, 

on Nov. 26 and learned that she talked with Mr. Gates who infor med 

that he and his personnel manager were willing to hire Jap anese-

Americans but felt that since many of their xaxkax Cau casian 

workers were veterans who had experienced bitter war expe riences 

it was not an ideal time to hire nisei. The Gates Company o fficials 

were fearful that hiring nisei might result in labor fri ction and 

consequently in decreased production. Mrs. Yamato felt t his was 

a justifiable fear, and thought later on GatesCo. migh t open its 

employment doors to the nisei./ Mrs, Y. also informed tha t she 

was able to find a nisei girl to work in the dates home as a house-

maid.) 
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Aluminum Company? 

Mr.  Y. Informed that he placed about 15 nisei In an aluminum 

company early 1946, but that this oompany went broke sho rtly after-

wards. (This is the company that Bob Kohama, case study, w orked 

for very xkftJtfci$x briefly* It seems that quite afe w businesses 

were established In Denver and shortly afterwards went o ut of 

business for one reason or another.) 

produce firms and Packing Shedss 

There are over 60 produce firms and packing sheds in De nver, 

it was learned from a count made of firms listed in the te lephone 

directory. Mrs. Y. informed that a large number of nisei and 

issei, mostly nisei fellows, worked in the various pr oduce firms 

and sheds, ahe didn't how many worked during the war  or  how 

many are now  employed.  She informed that most of the nisei and 

issei go direct to the firms an d secure  fctex  jobs themselves, 

à young issei or a klbel who was in the office at that ti me 

estimated that there were about a thousand nisei aid iss ei working 

in the varlousflrms. He stated, however, that with the farm season 

now over and winter setting In, most of the nisei and isse i have 

been laid off and the number employed now Is much smaller. He 

further info med that some nisei si d issei have all-y ear-round 

jobs, consequently they are not affected by the season. 

The estimate of a 1000 Is definitely high, and It Is no t 

believed that this was reached at any time 4L nee the w ar when 

they began hiring nisei in large numbers. Thè/ Informan t who made 

the estlnate, however,was convinced that that many wor ked, ex-

plaining that practically all the workers were Japanese Americans. 
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Produce firms ••••(continued) 

With the large number of evacuees having left late in 194 5 

and early in 1946, the number employed at the produce fi rms has 

definitely dwindled. During the past summer season it is estimate! 

about 175 issel and nisei (male  ai  d female) worked in the various 

produce firms.  %w withthe n farm season over and general 

slack in the produce firms, many have been laid off and p robably 

only about 75 or 100 at the most are employed» 

It was learned  fcfeajfc  (through this same informant) that 

Hartner is the biggest produce operator. He has three big p roduce 

firms aid  she-Is, namely,  the Hartner Produce, the Hooky Mountain 

Produce, and the Midland Produce firms. This same inform ant 

stated that Hartner alone employed about 100 nisei m d iss ei during 

the busy farm season* 

Many highaa school students work in the produce firms dur ing 

the summer, when school is out and when the produce firm s are operating 

at their peak. 

Denver Glass Bottle Company* 

MrjuY. informed that his office sent about  12 nisei to fcha 

work at the Denver Glass Bottle Company. They were m ostly farmers 

and GIs. The minimum pay for non-union members is 86 cents per 

hour, while the union men gets a minimum of 92 cents per ho ur. 

ttra.Y» didn(t know whether the nisei he sent xiuea are union men 

or not. The firm manufactures all kinds of bottles 
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Denver Bar Supply Company! 

Mra.  Y,  info med that this ia a Jewish-owned firm which manu-

factures and bottlea ketchup, picklea, etc. She atated t hat a 

few montha ago aha aent a few niaei and iaaei women to wor k there, 

and that the owner was ao pleaaed with these workers that he 

aaked for more iasei  and  nisei women» In all Mra.  Y.  stated 

aha aent about 15 iasei ® d nisei women. Formerly this  firm 

employed  jui a caucaaian-Kexican crew, but has now replaced it 

with the 15 iaaei  m.  d  niaei crew.  Mrs.  Y. atated they get about 

60 centa an hour at preaent. She tried to raiae/f it to 70 centa, 

but the owner at that time atated he will start the worke rs at 

60 centa first and poaaibly  raise  them later. 

Aaked about what the reaction of the displaced caucaaian-

kexlcan crew was, % s * Y. atated ahe didn't know. She thoug ht 

the owner juat preferred iasei and niaei women workers,as t hey 

seemed to  be  good workers. 

(NOTEt This is the oaae reported in a prevloua report 

on the Sanada family.) 

Tasty Pood Company? 

Mrs.  Y.  state  *  that this firm  makes  potatoe  chips,and  that 

ahe aent about 6 or 7 niaei and iaaei workera there. 

Pryor  Inc. * 

Thia firm manufactures garmenta aa overalls, and imich of the 

work involvea operating big power-sewing machines.  Mrs. Y.  stated 

she aent between 10 and 20 iaaei and nisei women at thia firm. 

The pay was 60 centa per hour. Recently they put all work on  a 

piece x±* baala, and thia cut down the earnings of the work er. 

Conaequently aorae quit ainee the war*a end. 
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Hotels and Restaurants* 

Both Mr. and Mrs« Y. Informed that a considerable number of 

issei and nisei (male m d female) work at many of the leadi ng 

hotels and restaurants in town. Mr. Y., who has a tendenc y to 

exaggerate, estimated that there were about a 1,000 issei m d 

nisei working in these places. Tnie is definitely an in flated 

estimate- e, but the hotels and restaurants are probabl y the leading 

places of employment for issei and nisei. They work mai nly as 

dishwashers, bus boys, or hotel maids. Some are cooks, el avator 

bperators, bell hops, but not very many. All this refers t o 

restaurants and hotels operated by non-Japanese.in the better 

sections of town. No issei or nisei is a waiter or a wait ress 

in any of the leading restaurants or hotels« Probably the top-

notch job is held by a Tom Kashlno, a nisei, who is employe d at 

the Brown Palace as a bookkeeper and store-keeper. 

It  was  learned that nisei fellows don't like to work in 

hotels and restaurants, because the only Jobs available to them 

in these places are of the menial labor class« These Job s are 

more popular among the issei men and women, wh& are not skil led 

in any particular trade and do not mind the menial tasks so much 

as the nisei« 

ggg Packing fl mst 

The Toner's Inc. hire about 25 issei and nisei, mostly wo men. 

Sharoff Co. also hires a number of issei and nisei, main ly women. 

The work is largely that of grading and packing eggs for r etail 

distribution« 
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Senate Supply; 

A few nisei fellows are employed as shipping clerks her e, 

fare-house works 

Mrs. T, reported some nisei ax fellows are amployed in various 

warehouse firms, doing largely manuU labor, as loadin g or stacking 

merchancise In the warehouse or from the warehouse to a r ail car. 

Gardeners: 

A number of lseel and nisei, mainly Issei men, are employed 

as gardeners in the city, ire, Y, didn't how many or wher e they 

worked. The number is hot believed to be very large. 

Hospitals: 

A number of nisei and some issei are working in the vario us 
as 

hospitals in town,/the General Hospital, the Children's Hospital , 

and the ^ltsimon Hospital, Most of the work done by the J apanese 

are of the menial labor class, as janitors,a* dishwashe rs, and 
Some are cooks or stewards, 

maid work,/ The pay is relatively low, 
Att  Lines Food servioe; 

A fir •m has a exclusive con&raot &a with the air lines to su pply 

them with all the necessary food for the passengers« T his firm 

formerly hired many negro porters, feat and Mrs« Y. reported the 

firm 1g manager disliked the ̂ egros as they stole food and in ge neral 

were not good workers, Conseqneutly, the manager began hiring 

Japanese Americans, and he has been very satisfied with th eir work, 

Jewish Country Club: 

Mrs, Y, reported that a Jewish country club in town hires a 

numb?r of Japanese Americans as cooks, janitors, and bu s boys. 
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Luggage Comt-anyi 

Mrs. Y. informed that she knows for certain that two nisei 

fellows are employer! a big luggage factory as apprentice at 

present. 

Maintenance Bakery; 

This is a Jewish owned firm. A few Japanese are employed 

here f  as bakers mainly* 

i  uri tan £<k ery: 

This is also a Jewish owned firm. A number of Japanese are 

employer* here as bakers mainly. 

Denver Pie Company: 

This is also a Jewish owned firm. A number of Japanese are 

hired here also. 

Skilled work? 

k r s. Y. reported there is a nisei jewdLer employed at a lead ing 

jewelry firm, owned by a Jew. & r s. Y. though" there a few other 
other 

nisei empi yed in/jewelry firms 

Mrs.  Y . thought there were a few nisei employed as mechanics 

at some of the big Caucasian garages and ax to servic e firms, but 

the number is small. 

Clothes Pressersi 

Mr s. Y. informed that a number of issel and nisei men are 
caucaslan 

working as clothes presserà at various/clothes cleaning firms 

in town. They malte $1.00 an hour. U Ts. Y. informed that a 

number of OIs are apprentice pressers. 
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Work Infinitely closed to Japanese: 

Mrs„ Y. stated that the big department stores are defi nitely 

against hiring Japanese in any capacity in their stores* 

The tnicking firms, which engage/! in hauling good over 

long  :li stance,  refuse to hire nip  el  as truck drivers. Mrs* Y. 

stated only in one route, which Is a very bad route, wil l the 

trucking firms hire a nisei. 

Partial reason for discriminatory employment policy: 

Mr. and &rs. Y. boUh believed that in most cases the ow ner 

or manager of the big firms were not prejudiced agains t the 

Japanese, but refuse to hire Japanese mainly because their caucasisi 

employees, who are unionized In some firms, prefer not to  work 

alongside any Japanese. Mr. and Mrs.  Y,  feels that the owners 

or managers of the various firms, which do not hire Japa nese, 

fear that if they hire^ Japanese workers this might caus e labor 

friction and consequent decrease production and efficiency. 

They feel that the owners and managers are not jo» to be  blame* 5 

but the employees.for the discriminatory employment pra ctice* 

A reason why a preponderance of the Issei • d nisei employ ed 

at the caucasian firms are doing manual or me/ihial, is partially 

due to the fact that not very many of the Issei aad nisei ar e 

skilled workers or trained in a particular trade, espec ially the 

issei. 

Some big department stores, as Pennys and Grant, hire a 

few M s e i boys as kitchen helps and stockroom clerks. 
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Low Wage Poale In Denvert 

Mr. and M r s* Y* stated that the prevailing wage scale in 

•Denver Is relatively low compared to Los Angeles or to Ch icago* 

Mrs* Y. Info med that the average starting pay for nisei or 

issei men In most of the places Is between 60 and 75 cents* 
nisei 

For the trssei/and/woraen the average pay is about £P5* per 

week* 

They agree-*, however, that the cost of living is correspo nd-

ingly lower here in Denver than It is in Los Angeles, or Chi cago* 

Unemployed issei and Njselt 

Mrs* Y*informed that they now have a list of about 60 nisei 

and Issei who have applied xjbEMxjkjuui for jobs at their pl ace* 

She is trying to place them in some type of job, but so far  has 

been uns/uccessful* Most of the 60 applicants are farmer s from 

rural Colorado, and some out-of-state people* with the f arm season 

over for most farmers, plus the recent disastrous weath er, many 

farmers have flocked Into the city in an effort to secure pri vate 

employment for the winter, and some to recuperate from the l osses 

they suffered through farming* 

The number util ity who are able-bodied and looking for work 

but who are ourrently unemployed certainly runs higher tha n the 

60 who have registered with the Yamato Service Bureau* Fro bably 

It Is well over 100* Many are changing from one job to another 
many 

just about this time of the year* For instai ce,/the produce firm 
* 

workers axaxaaaxlag have been laid off and are now seeking work 

elsewhere* The farmers, especially nisei boys, are just beg inning 

to flock Into the clt seeking private employment now with the farm 

season just about over* 
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QenereOL Comment; 

Both Kr. and Mrs. Y. were rather optimistic about employme nt 

prospects for nisei and Issei here in Oenver. They felt gradually 

that many of the big firms closed to the nisei and iss ei now will 

open their employment doors to the nisei «id issei» 

The Yamat® Service Bureau is px now the only Japanese-opera t e-' 

firm that acts a^job broker among other  *M±iigx  services they A 

render* They charge a fee of 103 of the first month's salary 

from the applicant who is placed in a Job by them* There is  no 

charge otherwise» They have gradually established quite  a repu-

tation among the Japanese here, and more and more are see king 

private employment through them* Aside from the phone cal ls 
various 

they receive from/employers, they scan the ad section of t he 

newspapers daily, and also call up prospective employers to in-

quire if they need employees. Through this method they have 

developed a wide contact, and know the various Caucasian firms 

quite well. jftqoiftlidUqr With regard to housemaids the y get calls 

dally from various prominent Caucasian families who are i n nee 5 

of a maid. Many report to them that they heard of the Yaraato 

Serviee Bureau through a friend of theirs who got a reliab le 

housemM. d from the Bureau* 



CALIFORNIA ST. aOMMUHITy ItiTHGDIST CH0HCH 24 Hov 46 
Hisei Christian church service Yataushiro 

Atteir ed the usual morning nisei service of the Califor nia 

Street Community Methodist Church, looated at 2fith si d CAlfomia 

streets, The issei Christian group met from 10*15 to 11* 15 a .m., 

with Rev. Uemura as presiding pastor. The nisei Christia n group 

st t from 11*15 a.m. to 12*15 with Hev, K. Sasaki as the 

presiding pastor. 

Despite the snow, which started fromearly morning, there 

were about 40 to 50 nisei, the usual size group, in atten dance. 

The age/i xaxgx of those in attendance ranged from 16 to 29 , jwudfciy 

kKxkMm 

The service was conducted as usual, except the theme was 

on "Thanksgiving". Rev. Sasaki delivered the sermon as we ll 

conducted the entire service. 

Following the service the choir,composed of about 20 me mbers, 

practiced. 
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Had a pleasant visit with Edward Hakagawa at his place of 

residence at  2719  Arapahoe Street, phone TA  4569»  His mother 

and grandmother were both home but they remained in the ba ck rooms 

and case out only to serve us refreshments» 

Famifrys 

Fathers issei, works for a firm which prepares lunches fo r 
the air lines* 

Mothert issei, housewife; about 55 years 
Children:  Edward;  nisei; ex-OI, x-ray technician, about 29 years* 

4ackj nisei, about 27 years; unemployed at present, 
a strong pacifist* 

Others: Edward&s grandmother, issei, about 75 years, 

Edward*s father was out so I didn't meet him* He has been 

working for some time now with a firm which makes all the lun ches 

and dinner for the air lines. It was learned that he i s rather 

satisfied with his present job. Mrs* I, is a shy friendly woma n. 

The grandmother is elderly but still rather healthy. Ja ck is 

very unsettled at present as to what he wantsto do. He is cur-

rently unemployed. From previous acquaintance It is known that 

Jack is very religious and community minded. It is believe * that 

he is a Christian, contrary to the rest of the family who are 

ore strong Buddhists. He goes to the Brotherhood -Bouse f ellowship 

gatherings quite often and has been seen at various othe r Christian 

aid community gatherings. Edward stated Jack is intere sted in 

enrolling at some college and majoring in chemistry. Edw ard didn't 

think too much of chemistry as a major. It seemed that there is 

a distant relationship between Jack and Edward, and for t hat matter 

Jack and the rest of the family, j^Ka^stated that he didn 't know 

too much about his brother Jack, this because they didn't associate 

too much together. Outside the home they have never bee n seen togeher. 



Denver 
MISEX X-RAY TSbnBIGH* 24 Nov 46 
Edward Kakagawa T# Yatsushiro 

Educational Background? 
education 

Editara  completed £xjtft***Ilt£ college/at the Ü. of California, 

Berkerley, Calif, in 1959. He  majored  in business administration 

and foreign trade, fie stated he wanted to go into medici ne but 

didn't feel he was able to afford the necessary expense that go 

with  m medical training. He then thought of majoring In some 

general liberal arts course,but he didn't feel this was pra ctical 

after he finished college. As /compromise he majored in  business, 

which he felt had some practical value following his gf aduaticn. 

However, he never got into any business following gradu ation, but 

worked on nia family farm near Modesto, California. 

He first completed two years at Modesto Junior College a nd 

then finished the remaining two years at  tí.  of California, 

He Jfc&i related how many nisei majored in electrical engineering 

in college and ended up by working in some fruit stand or o n the 

farm. 

He thought if he had to do it all over again, he would go 

into medicine.  He  felt there was more ohance to advai ce in this 

field than any other. 

Army experience: 

Bd. was induoted Into the army in 1941 and served continu ously 

until December, 1945,when he was discharged, Xm In all  her served 

4¿ years in the army. He never did go overseas,  but  served at 

various camps throughout the country. Because of his ar my service 

he never experienced the evacuation, although his family did. 

Of his army expedience he stateds 

"I was always with a hakujln outfit. Most of the time I 
was the only nisei in the unit. I got along swell with 
the hakujina." 
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Edward  Kakagawa 

Family Backgrounds 

Edward 1s family lived  and  farmed ix near Modesto, California 

for many years prior to the war. They farmed on a very small seale, 

Sdward informed. They still own still acres of farm land,as ell 

as a farm house. Edward stated he hies elf did not want to go b ack 

to  farming,  and  ne  didn't think his parents wanted to especially. 

Family Evacuation; 

The family, with the exception of Edward, voluntarily evacu ated 

from Modesto, California and came to Denver where they h ave been 

ever since. The family owned a passenger sedan and a/Lruc k, both 

of which they drove out to Denver with as much of their hous ehold 

belondings they could load on the truck. They  had  mm a  n jalopy" 

which they left behind. 

They made arrangements to leave their farm land and house 

with an Italian  farm  outfit, which has been renting out the farm 

to tenants. The  lakagaw&s  get a small inoome from the rental. 

Bowever, they feel that keeping their farmland under cultiv ation 

was most important, and that is why they turned over the m anagement 

of their farm to the Italian farm outfit (Oianini). 

Coming out to uenver they sold their truck and got a small 

sum for it.  He  wished ĵiiS ĥad kept it a little longer as prices 

went up after that and they could have gotten a good price for 

their truck. Bowever,  he  explained that everything was so un-

certain at that time that the family just sold it to get some 

money. 

Ed. didn't have much to say about their evacuation losses, but 

£jt from all indications they have not suffered as much as the average 

Japanese family that evacuated. 
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Ldward  Hak agewa  T* Yatsushlro 

¿4onomlc Adjustmenti 

Fro m al 1Indie  at Ion s  the family Is very well adjusted economically 

In the community* Jack is temporarily unemployed, and Is t hinking 

of enrolling at some college. However, F& in has a good Job as 

an X-ray technician at the PItzliaison Hospital, which is und r 

federal jurisdiction. Be has a U.S. civil service rating In 

Sub Professional class. It Is not known what  feji  salary he actually 

receives, but It la believe! to be  j u i x x about a CAF-7 salary; or 

aboutf2980 , or possibly more.  Ed.  likes his Job,  and  Is  quite 

happy, he stgfc ed he wished he had a Professional rating, however* 

Set*  s father has been erapl ye  *  for some time now with a  Caucasian 

firm that makes lunches for the air lines. The two easily mak e a 

combined montnly lacoae of over %400.00, and this  ax is far more 

than the living expenses Incurred by the family each month* 

The family lives on the first floor of a detached house, wh ile 

another Japanese family lives upstairs. Each family has I ts own 

kitchen, but they share the  bathroom  locate  <  on the second floor* 
or oil 

The house is heated by m huge coal/stoves located In some room s. 

All In all the family is adequately housed. The house is old 

bug substantial, and Is located in the poorer residential  district 

of town, in one of the three nicjut major Japanese resident ial districts. 
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Kdwar d  Makagawa  Yataushiro 

Social Adjustments 

From all  appearand es  Ed  has a well-integrated personality. 

He is an active and strong Buddhist leader* He edits the 

Denver ¿ussel Bulletin, a.monthly magazine. Aside from th is 

he ie very active in sports, especially inthe organization al 

end.m£xi*x At the moment is acting as chairman of  a  self-appoints 

committee, mostly Buddhist members, which is trying to spo nsor 

the coming basketball tournament. Ed stated that there are ten 

teams lined up already, and that there will be an "A" and a 

League. Ed informed that last year some business firm sponso red 

the baskeball tournament, but this year none of the Japan ese 

firms wants to sponsor it. Consequently the Bussei  £nitx  took 

it upon themselves to sponsor It, The tournament will be ope ned 

to all teams, Buddhist, Christian, and non-religious teams . 

M tu. la a leader with organizational ability. He related 

how he has been experiencing difficulty getting support fromsome 

Buddhist members, but ne also related how he has been able t o 

discover some hidden talents In his group and how they have p roved 

to be good workers, 

,ki th  a college education  Kd  Is sery  intelligent.and  quite 

articulate.  He;  has a pleasing way about  h im,«* which  influences 

and wins friends. 

Most of &d f s friends are nisei and he associates with them 

very freely. He is well liked and respected by ktm the Buddh ist 

group,and others as well. 

He Is a member of the JACL, but not a very active one. 
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J ACL l 

kd had much to say about the JACL« He stated« 

"You know, before the war I strongly opposed the JACL* 
I didn't think much of it* I didn't feel they were 
doing much for the nisei, 
Then just after the war broke out, many issei were picked 
up  by the FBI* The J AOL was Jcljucad accused of being the 
informers SaJnthe arrest of the issei* I dtdAt think they 
were inform rs for all the arrest*, but I felt they had 
something to do In some cases* **••* 
An issei friend of mine, air* Ambo who used to run a big 
cleaning establishment in Los Angeles, was interned, feat an d 
when he returned X talked to him. he was bitter against 
the JACL befo e the war, but he told me that all the 
Japanese ough to support the JACL as there would no more 
Japanese Associations, <*hen I heard him, after being 
put/ in an internment camp, speak favorably of the ¿ACL, 
I felt I had no right to hold any grudges agslnst the JACL. 
1 was never put to any hardship as he was. ....... 
I felt that during the war wuixntax the JACL did some good 
for the Japanese. At least they didn't try to do anything 
bad. Their motives were sincere anf above board. Even now 
I feel they are trying to help out the Japanese. .... 
Because of this I felt I had no right to hold any of my 
old grudges against the JACL. I think the Japanese througho ut 
the. country ought to support it, as it is the only nationa l 
organization 

Many nisei still gripe against the JACL. SSany of these p eople 
have no rlgh !  to gripe, as they are not JACL members. If they 
«ere members it would be different. I feel that those who 
have any gripes against the JACL, ought to Join the organiza-
tion and  Impress* e  the organization where they feel need improving. 
Just staying on the outside and taking pot shots at the JA CL 
is not going to do any good. " 

"The Denver JACL is rather Inactive. They have a membership 
of close to 550, but very few attend the meetings. Oawd, the 
lest meeting I attend©1 there were only about 30. That's 
bad I think. I don't know why the nisei don't take a more 
active Interest inthe organization. ...... 
Many of my young Bussei friends, who I tried to get Intereste d 
in JACL, all tell me M *Aw, the JACL is for the married and 
older folks". Heck, I'm not too young, but I class myself 
witfythe young people. 
"I think the JACL ought to get the young folks Interested. 
After all, it will have to be t he young folks *aho will hav e 
to carry on after the older folks. That's exactly what I'm 
trying to do In the Buddhist group." 
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Edward Hakagawa ¥atsu*hIro 

JACL? (continued) 

"Many people don't like Kike Meaaoka. Sometimes I feel 
Mike goes too far and talks too much, but if he doesn't 
do what he's doing, no one else will* Heck, It's really 
a sacrifice to do what he's doing* H4's not doing It for 
money, )m because he can't make money anyway you look at 
It, He's really trying to help the Japanese» 

Buddhist vs. other groups; 

Ed Informed that the Buddhists are holding a big conferenc e 

Just before Mew Years, December 28, 29, and 30. They are sta ging 

a big dance on Ltecember 28th. He informed that many other gr oups 

were planning on holding dances about the same tire. For inst ance 

JACL was planning to hold a dance on the 28th, but he called 

up Dr. Mayeda, J ACL president and a Buddhist, and persuade^ h im 

to chance the JACL dates. How the JACL is holding their dan ce 

on December 25,  &d  Informed. The the Y^CA Is  holding  a Xsxxx 

New Years eve dance. And another nisei group is holding anot her 

about the same time. Ed stated* 

"The other groups better watch out, cause they'll go in 
the hole. The «uddhiot danoe has never gone In the 
hole so far. we've always made money, we get the 
crowd. You take the JACLj they've lost money everytime 
they staged a big dance. M 

Ed Informed that the Buddhist dance Is to be held at the 

Cosmopolitan "Motel, one of the three or four leading hote ls In 

town. 

Kd informed that the uuddhlst group sponsored a skating pa rty 

open to the public the night before. He stated he didn't atten d 

but later the president of the YbA, Miss saszy Iaafeashl, i nformed 

that the affair was a financial success, although most of those 

attending were non-buddhlsts* 
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Hobby  and Hecreation» 

Ed is an ardent lover of classical music. He has e whole 

collection of Bethooven, Tschaikowsky, tír&W&s, etc.  During  the 

visit we spent considerable timé listening to his records , lie 

has his own studying of music and is quite versed in classi cal 

music* knowing the various symphonies by heart, lie stated  he 

becace inter© ted in music while in the army, ©wo of his ni sei 
they 

01 friends were ardent  ma» to  lovers also, and/c nvertei him. 

¿̂ side from music Kd likes tennis as a sport. Ha had planned 

on playing tennis today, but because of snow abandoned thi s. 

Haturn to Californias 

•A his  family  definitely is not interested In returning 

to  California  at the present time. He stated maybe after  a  few 

years  they may  return, but they weren't sure about this. They still 

have their  farm  land and a house to return to If they decide to 

return. However,they feel that they are happy here in Denver 

and  prefer  to remain here Indefinitely. Por one thing Ed. himself 

is against the  family resuming  their farm. He feels there Is more 

opportunity to  advance  economically in Jobs other than farm. 
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Kisei Service Yataushiro 

The Denver nisei Buddhist group held their usual morning 
On 

service tonight instead, /the fourth Sunday of every mo nth the 

usual morning  service  is held in the evening ire tead, because it 

was felt that this might accommodate those who may not be able to 

attend the usual morning servloe. 

It had snowed the whole day and the streets were covered wi th 

snow, consequently ma t of the  **x  members failed to attend. 

The service was to begin at 8:00 p.m. but it was well afte r 

8*30 when it actually got under  way.  At that time there were 

only six nisei and one issel in attendance, and this was the 

total attendance for the whole evening. Rev. Tsunoda, nis ei 

priest, presided and after the preliminary devotional, h e stepped 

down from the platform and gave an informal lecture and  dispensed 

with his prepared sermon. Using the wall blackboard, R ev. Tsunoda 
first 

/compared Christianity with Buddhism, and Me then describ ed the 

different Mxm&m Buddhist sects, again comparing them with the 

Christian sects. The lecture was most interesting and imp ressive 

in that it pointed out the strong similarities between Buddhism 

and Christianity with regard to their historical develo pment. 

tt Godn or "Jekoteah" of Christianity was described as an equiva lent 

t o / M i l E ^ a ^ u d d h i  sm*  "Jes&e Christ** of Christianity Is 

equivalent to "Shakamuni Buddha" of Buddhism. 

As the Jews do not accept the Christian 1s "Jesus Christ", 

so among the Buddhists there is a difference *x among the  various 

sects in Interpreting and recognising "Shakamuni Buddha ". 
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Among the  Christians,  the Unitarians believe in the supreme 

God only and do not recognize Jesus Christ as a manifestat ion of 

God, while the Trinitarians believe in the "Father, the So n, and 

the Holy ahost" as three equal components of God, that Christ is 
a jl manifestation of God* 

Among the Buddhist, there is a similar difference amon g 

the sects* The Shin sect, to which Hev# Tsunoda an d his grou p 

belong, believe "Shakamuni Buddha" (equivalent to Christi anity's 

"Jesus Christ") is a  a  manifestation of "Amida Buddha" 

(equivalent to Christianity*s  fl Jehofrah' 1) .  Soma  other sects, 

I believe Rev. Tsunoda said gen, believe that "Shakamuni Bud dha" 

Is a nistorical baling who was merely a teacher of "Amida Bu ddha*a" 

teachings and not a dlreot son of "Amida" at all. 
i 

It appeared that the Shin sect seems to be a little more 

liberal in their interpretation of Buddhism. Rev. Tsunoda s tate! 

that tneir Shin sect looks to their sutras (equivalent to Bi ble) 
and an end 1H Itself, 

jui not as being infallible/ but as a means to an end* Rev. 

Tsunoda was critical of those Christians who look tothe th e 

Bible as being infallible and an end in itself. 

Rev. Tsunoda was also critical of the Catholics ,xxa  in 

their acceptance of the Pope as being the chosen representa tive 

of God, and consequently possessing powers to forgive the d all^ 

sins of catholic followers. 

Buddhism  was likened to the Protestants in that both 

believe in the direct relationship between man and dod, whi ch 

was contrasted to Catholicism In that the Pope was the int ermediary 

between God and man. 
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Rev. T. explained that some ftuddhist sects emphasize d"works" 

over "Faith", as the gen sect, but other stressed "faith* * over 

"works", as the shin sect* 

Many questions were raised by the few members in attends! c e. 

One asked how one would know when he attained "Nirvana" f  the 

ideal state which all Buddhist strive to attain» Rev. Tsu noda 

had a vmry difficult time answering this, and finally conf essed 

he didn't know because he never has attained it himself,  and 

further "because 1 have never fcrled to attain it*« 

Rev. Tsunoda explained that it wasn't so much a question of 

what one did, but rather a question of faith in the attainme nt 

of "Nirvana". He stated that some who have attained "Nirva na" 

were known to have been drinkers (liquor). He then stated 

rather Jokingly, "I wish I was a zen priest. They can drink 

and monkey around women." There was a general laughter.fa * 

The service which began at about  Bi30  ended about 

10145  p .m 
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While  having  dinner  tonight at Fred's Restaurant I had a chance to talk 
a veteran and f t-

with Hank Tsuchiyama,/vice-coirasnder of the Cathay Ameri can Legion Post 138, 

which is probably the only established nisei veterans post i n the mainland^ 
single 

U.S. Hank is a/nisel of about 29 years of age, although he seems to appear such 

older than that. He and his family  formerly  lived in the San Francisco, Calif, 

region and voluntarily evacuated to Denver in early 194 2. His parents and 

most of the family members are now living together in De nver. He and his family 

rather like Denver, and are not too anxious to return to C alifornia at the 

moment. They have a house and property to which they  can return anytime they 

choose to. It tas not learned exactly what Hank is doing In the way of a job. 

He is very active in the various activities of the communi ty (Japanese). At the 

recent  JaCL-NWAA carnival held in Denver, he acted as the emcee. He coach es and 

manages the bowling team, baseball  t earn,  and basketball  t earn  that/kka Cathay Legion 

Post sponsors. He is a fairly prominent figure in the coms ftinity,ant who spends 

much of his time in the L& rimer district. 

As lime was limited and as I was axxx most interested in learning some 
background 

facts about the Cathay Legion Post, personal/facts abou t himjrf were sacrified 

ataedoddfea in favor of information on the Post. Howev er, his attitude on nisei 

veterans organisation was gathered. 
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History of Cathay Poatx 

About February, 1946, a group of 16 or 17 Chinese Americ an^ war veterans 

were interested in establishing a  0 U.S.O. for Chinese American servicemen. 

However, the group finally abandoned this USO project b ecause they felt that 
were 

there/not enough Chinese American servicemen to make the project worthwhile. 

Consequently thy approached some of the nisei war veterans , one of whom was 

Hank f suchiyaya, and discussed the possibility of formin g a American Legion 

Post composed mainly of Chinese American and nisei war ve terans. The nisei 

veterans thought this was a good idea and immediately beg an forming the Pest* 
organisation 

They were given the blessings of the state/and the leading local Caucasian 

chapter. 

In August, 1946, the Cathay Post was officially inaugur ated at a  Mm 

ceremonial-banquet which was attended by prominent Leg ion officials and 
* 

prominent state and local political figures. 

The membership of the Cathay Post fluctuated from time to time ainoe 
prior to the 

the initial formation of the organisation. During the s ummer/ampbcEkxtiOE 

time of the official inauguration, Hank estimated that the re were close to 

150 members, largely nisei with about 30 Chinese Americ ans and very few 

Caucasian veterans. At the official inauguration ther e were about 75 charter 

menbers, about  60% being nisei and 40$ Chinese Americans. Hank stated tha t 

the drop in membership was largely due to the fact that m any nisei »ska« 

members left Colorado to return to California or to go e lsewhere. Hank, howevey , 

informed that a number of nisei membjre who have left Col orado have continued to 

maintain their membership with the organisation. At pr esent there are about 

75 members. Hank informed the organisation conduct regu lar monthly meetings 

but the group has mst more often in the past to discuss v arious projects. 
4*  number of 

Ab llmae monthly meetings/Chinese American members who ar e living in Wyoming, 
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History of Cathay Poet: (continued) 

Nebraska, Oklahoma, and various parts of the Colorado  maka  attend the monthly 

meetings. The sane thing is true for some nisei members. H ank boasts that 

some of their membership even extend far east as Chicago, a s well as the West 

Coast. However, the bulk of the member ship is from Denver an d nearby areas, 

as Brighton. 

The Post has leased a two-story building on Market Street  near 20th street 

in the Larimer District, and this is where they have est ablished their headquarters 
portion 

As reported in an earlier report the front/of the fir st floor is found a bar and 

a »Ball dance hall, while kka in the back is devoted to a r egular restaurant 

serving Chinese food.' The restaurant is operated by a pri vate individual on a 

concession basis. The second floor is MKkxkf devoted  fca  mainly to a gambling 

operation, which is conducted nightly. The gambling is spo nsored by the Post 

itself and consequently it is believed that the organisati on derives its finances 

largel/ from this source. The income is believed to be trem endous, as countless 

number of nisei patrons have reported to me that they have l ost hundreds of 

dollars there. 
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Segregated Nisei organisation: 

Hank want into a long spiel defending hie segregated nisei v eterans» 

organization, and was bitter cM toward those who critic ized his outfit on the 

basie that It was segregated and consequently bad in the long run. He was adamant 
in 11« belief 

/that the nisei, aeterana or non-veterans, must unite in a body to fight off 

discrimination and to advance themselves. He is thorough ly convinced that this 

is the only course the nisei can follow. / 8 5 pertinent rem arks he made ±a are 

as follows: 

"One nisei veteran (I believe he said his name was Osada) is a member of 
the American Legion Post Mo. 1 here in Denver. It is the le ading Cauca-
sian Legion Post around here. He told us, *e'rd segreg ating ourselves 
and that this was bad. Hell, just because he's a membe r of a hakujin 
outfit doesn't mean much. He doesn't mix in with the ha kujin members. 
They don't accept him on an equal basis. Sure, when he goes to the 
regular meeting, the afckax hakujin members pat him o n the shoulders 
and say hello, but outside the meeting he is a stranger t o the rest. 
Where does that put him. Hell, if I am going to be a membe r of any 
organization I want to feel that I'm the equal with the r est and I 
want to be treated as a friend not only at the meeting but  outside 
the meeting. 

"Oh, hell, we get to meet more big shot hakujins than Osada c an by being 
a member of a hakujin outfit. For instand the Lt. Governor of the state 
has dropped in to us; the attorney general of the state h as visited us; 
the city judge knows us well. Lot of other big shot hakujin s visited us 
or know us well. Now, the  soli reason  why we have been able to met these 
big shots has been that we have a segregated post. They all  know us 
better this way. We would never have been able to meet i f we were simply 
members of a hakujin post. 

"Sure they accept you in the hakujin organisation, but the y don't want to 
associate with you outside the meetings. 

"We have some hakujins in our post. I told them this. If the y wanted 
to join our post they oust be willing to mix in with the res t of us 
freely. I want them to be willing to visit me at my home an d meet 
ay family, and I want to be able to visit them and their fa milies. 
txwsKkxkkam At a dance I want them to be willing to danc e with  ay 
sister and I want kk to be able to dance with their sisters. I'm not 
asking them to let m marry their sisters. No, I just want  them to 
accept me and the other nisei as real friends. 

"Lot of the nisei and issei don't like our poet beoause  it's segregated, 
and that it has both nisei and Chinese. Hell, they don't r ealise that 
we can do more good Mxk by being segregated than just joini ng a hakujin 
outfit. 
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Segregated Nisei Organization: (continued) 

"Why, last /ear  we  cent telegrams to our state senators and representa-
tives in Washington, D.C. urging them to vote for the evacue e claims 
bill.  The/ respected us because we 1 re an American Legion Post« 
The American Legion is the most powerful organisation. Th ey have 
members all over the world. When the Legion speaks, Congres s listens. 

"Now, you take Lakeside Dance hall. One of our boys was turne d timm 
away from the dance. I called the manager of the Lakeside dance hall 
and just told him. I also called the leaders of the loca l Legion 
post, and they promised to help us. Hell, now they're lettin g nisei 
in the dance hall. Why? Because as an American Legion Po st we have 
a wkxn i  powerful voice. 

"I know Judge Black of Denver well. He told me that w e nisei got to 
fight for our rights if we wants to get any where* He told me if we 
didn't we wouldn't get anything. Furthermore he state, if we didn't 
he didn't want to know us as his friends. 

"Hell, the nisei around here are too contented* They' don't care to 
protect their rights or fight for them." 
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The Young People (nisei) Christian Conference of the Inter-

In Denver 

mountain Circuit staged their 13th annual conference /during the 

period November 29, 30, and December 1st, 1946. Althoug h the 

conference is the  13th  of its kind, its history dates back 16 

years, or 1930. This discrepancy is due to the fact tha t during and 

the war years of 1942, 1943,/1944, no conference was held, because 

of various reasons. 

Beginning from 6;30 o'clock Friday Sight (Nov. 29) the 

conference continued almost without Interruption until 5 :00 o'clock 

Sunday evening (Deo. 1). The Following is a rough^ program o f 

the entire conferences 

A. FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 29 —Trinity Methodist Church, 18t h & Broadway 

6:30-8 :00  p.m. —Registration 
8:00-8:50 p.m. —Opening Service 

Speakers Rev. Raymond A. laser 
^ , First Plymouth Congregational Church 

8:30-10:30 p.m.— Mixer (social) 
10s30 p.m. —Closing Thought 

B. SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30 

1) Morning and Afternoon —YWCA Camp "Mount Looktoit" 
a.m. 

a) lOsOO/to 12s30 p.m. —Symposiums 

(1) "Discovering Yourself" — D r . Archie B ahm, 
Dept. of Philosph , U. of Denver 

(2) "Making a Happy Home" — Mrs. Ola Burgessen, 
Head of Parent Jsducation, Denver Public Library 

(3) "A Philosphy of Life" — Dr. Francis Brush 
University of Denver (former missionary to P.I.) 

(4) "The Atomic Age w — Dr. Huston C. Smith, 
Director, Religious Activities, U. of Denver. 

Program 
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Program: (continued) 

b) 12s20-1s30 p.m. — Luncheon (and recreation) 

e) 1 :30 -3i30 p.m. —Discussions (group) 

(Group divided into four, each diacuaslng one of the 
four topics of the morning symposium) 

1) Evening — at Albany Hotel, Cathedral Room, 17 & Stout Sts. 

7100 -9:00 p.m. —Annual Banquet 
Address by Rev. Dean Paul Roberts, 

Dean, St. John*s Episcopal Cathedral 

9100-12»00 p.m. —Social and dance 

C. SUNDAY, D&C&MB&R 1 

7i00-10i00 a.m. —Sunrise Service at Red Rocks Amphitheatr e, 
iounfc Morrlaon, Colorado 

Speaker» Rev. Kenneth Smith, pastor 
Epworth Methodiat Church. 

(Breakfast served) 

11j00-12i00 a .m.  —Delegate» free to attend any of the 
churchea in town. MO»t attended the 
California St. Comrruni ty Methodist Church. 

12i00-2s00 p.m. —Luncheon at California St. Methodist Ch urb h 

Hosts—Fujlnkal of Japanese Methodist Church 

2j00-4s  00  —Closing Service 

Speaker: Dr. Floyd L. Sampson, Head, 
Department of Religion, U. of Denver. 

(included installation of new officers for the 
coming year.) 

£x 4s00-5s00 p.m. --Conference picture 
(Picture taken by Wilshire Studio -i&akXK 

—H&karu Iwasaki) 
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Attendance: 

The attendance varied at the various meetings of the enti re 

conference, from 60 at the Sunday iunrlse service to abou t 250 

at the Saturday night banquet*dance. The various estant es are: 

FRIDAY; Opening services --about 125 
Mlaer (social) —about 200 

SATURDAY: Lookout Camp, a.m. & p.m.--about 100 

Banquet-dance — about  250 

SUB DAY: Sunrise service —about 80 

Afternoon session --about 150 

The bulk of the attendance were Denver nisei. However , many 

camé from other parts of Colorado and other statés as follow s: 

ftcottsbluff, Nebraska — about 25 Wyoming — about 12 
Oklahoma & Utah —none or very few 

COLORADO: (outside Denver) 
Greeley district: about 12 
Brighton — about 20 
Rocky Ford district — about 15-20 
Ft. Lupton --very few 
Littleton — f e w 
Pueblo & Colorado Springs — f e w 
Upand Junction — very few 
San Luis Valley —none 

It was laarned that generally nisei from the farm areas com e 

out in greater numbers than they did at this conference. H owever, 

because mt Colorado was hit by its worst snow storm in 03 ye ars 
oreventing 

several weeks a g  c/̂ AXODX JJEJEJCX-XXACRI  farmers from harvesting their 

sugar beets, many of the farmers are now trying to harv est their 

beets as the snow isthawlng out and the weather Is good. This 

prevented mahy nisei farmers from attending thé confer nee. 
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Attendance: (continued) 

Speaking to some of the leaders of the Conference, It was 

learned that they had anticipated only about 200 «Ad cons equently 
actual 

they were elated at the/attendance.mk The leaders were fu lly 

aware of the fact that many evacuees had left Denver and  Colorado, 

and were consequently pessimistic ofer the attendance prior to 

the Conference, It was learned that areas like Ft. Lupton a nd registration 

San Luis Valley had sent in a/gamM list which indicated a  good 

delegation from both plaees, but at the last minute cancelle d 

most of the registrations. All other areas of Colorado ha d a 

relatively poor representation in terms of number of d elegates. 

Outside of Denver city, Scottsbluff, Nebraska had the best 

representation with about 25 delegates. 

Meeting  a  Meed? 
Speaking to many individuals who attended the conferenc e, I was firmly 

convinced that this annual conference sat a definite need of the young 

nisei Christiana. Most people felt that this annual aff air will be perpetuated 
who had attended every conference ainoe its inception i n 1930, 

for years to cons. One nisei/talked about getting the younger niael to 

attend the conference and to shoulder the burden of planni ng for the annual 
a native of 

affair as the ittn nisei like him were getting old (he wa s/about 30 years 

of age) and ready to graduate from the group. This only  underlined the 

desire of the nisei of perpetuating the annual affair. 

Especially for those nisei, mostly farmers, who lived away  from Denver, 

this conference m is something they look forward to wit h great anticipation. 

For one thing, the conference provides then an opportunit y to meet other 

niael, v«THr—either to renew or make acquaintances. It ha s 

tana  served to some extent km as a proaulgator of romance betw een nisei boys 
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Meeting a Need: (continued) 

and nisei girls, which in so*e eases resulted in mrriage. Many nisei reported 

to me that most of the nisei come to the conference purel y for the fun and 

entertainment it provides, not so such for the religious inspiration that 

it is designed to provide. This seems to be verified by th e afcka attendance 

at the banquet and dance held on Saturday night, which w as the largest of any 

of the various functions staged during the entire confer ence. Many of the 

nisei further reported that if it weren't for the banquet and dance, many of 

the nisei would not come to the conference. As a aatter of faet Hev. Sasaki, 

pc nisei paator of the California Me St. Methodist  toaaji  Church and adviaor 

for the atawt annual conference, admitted very frankly t hat the Maaupgfcdance 

which followed the banquet on Saturday night was include d in the conference 

program f W M W R r t ^ M for the first time in the conference ! e 12 year history» 

because it was felt th4t it would serve as an Inducemen t to the nisei to attend 

the conference. The miniatere prefer to oil I the social  functions as 

"fellowship"* 

The conference theme "Now To Livi* wee well emphasised an d from all 

M k tridieatione well received by the delegates* There we re many excellent 

speakers and disousstan leaders who challenged the dele gates In at the 

various sessions to "live now* in the Christian path* It se emed that this 

message left an imprint on many of the delegates , and If only this hadjrf been 

accomplished the conferaee could be afclc called j&ucccea . 

Many were heard to have expressed the feeling that this  conference was 

one of the beat  from  all aepects. A good deal of thie feeling stems from 

the fact that a dance was held following the usual confer ence banquet* 
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3oaregatlon» 

a»v. Jarman, Ohalrmn of the Colorado Committee for Fai r play, rettsed 

Congregational minister who had served aa miesiooary in Japan for over* ¿0 

jnuw year» prior to the war, awl aetive community leader i n ae»i»ting nisei 

and isaei fight various forms of  fteorimination,  and ardent advocate of is 

nlaei integration in the larger eoamunity, a strongly f»l t that tha eegregfcted 

nisei Ohristto Conference was bad from the standpoint of  fcas  nisei Integra* 

tlon* He is very strongly for the quick break up of segrega ted nisei Chris-

tian churches and for nisei joining avutxpax established causaeian churches. 

He believes the continuation of segregated nisei units wil l only tend to 

perpetuated dieorimination and pr|̂ udiee against the ni sei and that  fee  best 

remedy for this is for the nisei to abandon^ their segrega ted unit» and 

loee themselves as members of Caucasian organisations. 

Although there la much to be eaid in favor of ftsv. Ger man's argument», 

the bitter fast remains that throwing overboard all exis ting segregated nisei 

unit» will not nsoeesary solve tho whole problsm of assim ilation« The bulk 

of the  fcaa*  nisei are not ready to accept membership in Caucasian o rganisations 

and  feel  at home. They  still  prefer to  ©ling to  *k*s their own group*  They 

eeem to fetl much more at ease la their own group* Witho ut, eay the segrega-

ted nisei ohurches(Christian), it is doubtful whether a ny significant numbsr 

of nisei will joln^ Caucasian ehurohee or even attend th« chu rch »srviee»* 
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Leadershipt 
elected 

The offlcere/for the coming 1947 year are as follows« 

Mr« Joe Arlki, preeidafct 
Mr* Sdwin Hagihara, let vice-presidafet 
Miss Helen Nakamura, 2nd Vice-President 
Miss Elko Watanabc,rt>«nxii»wti«y, ̂ rd vice-pretiden t 
Mise Hand Katagiri, Qorreepoding Secretary 
Miss Grace Ida, Recording Secretary 
Tom Km.no,  Treaeurer 
Mice Helen Hurosaki, Historian 

The outgoing president is Mies  -Aiico  Fukayama, a nisei of about 24 years 

of age* The incoming president, Joe Arikl, la a college gr ad of about 2^ 

years of age* The entire roster of off!cere for the con ing year are nisei 

below 25 years of age* The accent Is definitely on youth* 

There is ample evidence which indicate that this annual con ference 

offers the youngarjri nisei an opportu&ty to develop tkf cx their oitn leaders* 

Min Yaeui, JAOL repreeent4ive In Denver, felt that from th is standpoint the 
nisei 

conference was a useful/project* 

Rev* Sasaki feels that the leadership training that nm ny nisei get 

in the segregated Christian functions makes the nisei bet tor able to step 

out into the larger commufcty and participate in the vari ous community 

organisational activities* 

The officers of this Conference are all from Denver region* This has 

been traditional as it makes it convenient for the cabin et to meet as a body 

to plan for the ooming confernee* 
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Through Min Yasui, JACL representative, and personal obser vation certain 

facts concerning the Spanish Americans can be xa stated now. Because of United 

time this report shall be restricted to idea only certain facts which are felt 

to be important because they have soroe bearing on the J apanese population. 

(MOTS: For a more complete report on the Spanish Americans  refer to 
"The Sp&nishdSpeaking Population of Denver — Housing  Employment,  Health 
Recreation, Education;" published in April, 1946, by th e Denver Unity 
Countil, 436 East Colfax, Denver }, Colorado.) 

Population: 

The aforementioned report on the Spanish-Americans in D enver states that 
(really people of Spanish ancestry) 

there were 14,631 Spanish-speaking people/in early 1946. 

This report  estimates  that  93% of the total  Spanish population  JGEXK are American 

born, consequently citizens, and  the  balana?  of 7 % born  in  Mexico. 

Residential District: 

The population in general is found living along the South Platte River, 
According to the report, 

or the central jm section of the  city.  /  36% of the total population is 
and close-by 

located  in/the  Larimer  District  region. This is the  sarae  area in which the 

bulk of the Japanese population is found living. 

The Spanish-American report states that 9 out of every ten of Denver's 

Spanish population live in houses that are substandar d. While the median age 

of a house for all cf Denver is 29.8 years, the median age of Mouses found 

in and nearby the Larimer District, *here both Spanish and Japanese are living, 

is 48.4 years. 
The report makes this pertinent observation: 

"This study has shown that the Spanish-speaking people in  Denver are 
highly concentrated in a snail area of the city, and that their house* xa 
are more  likely  to be substandard than the houses of any other nationalit y 
group. 
"Both these things are self-perpetuating.  A  child  born in poverty  and 
living in a Spanish-speaking neighborhood most, or all, o f his life 
obviously has a limited  opportunity to become an integral  part  of 
community life." 
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Residential District: (continued) 

Rental: In 1940, Spanish-speaking  families  paid a median rental of $11. 

per month, as compared to $30.70 paid by the rest of Denver' s families. 
92% of the 

In 1945/Spanish families were paying a monthly rental o f between $14.30 and 

$23.40, The report does not give the median or average re ntal paid by the 

rest of Denver's families in 1945,  but  certainly the figure must be rauch 

higher than the median rental of $30.70 paid in 1940. 

Comparing 1940 and 1945 the report states that the Spani sh population 

is less concentrated in the Larimer District and nearby ar eas  fcfeax  in 1945 

than in 1945» the difference having been dispersed i n slightly better residential 

districts. This movement out of the Larimer and nearby a reas left vacancies 

which were filled by the Japanese evacuees who began migr ating into Denver 

from early  1942 on thru 1945. Consequently tkxn much of the report's des crip-

tion of the Spanish housing situation is applicable to the bulk of the Japanese 

population in Denver, who live in the Larimer and nearby areas. 

Economic structure; 

Much mixfcka data on the economic structure of the Spanis h population 

can be gained from the report previously mentioned. In g eneral it can be 
adult 

stated that the bull* of the Spanish/population are in the lower-type ana 

laboring class of jobs. This is partially due to discrim inatory practices 

Igc against the Spanish by Caucasian employers, and pa rtially due to deficiencies 

in the Spanish adults themselves. For one thing the bulk o f the Spanish popu-

lation lack education and training i* for skill and bette r type jobs. The 

aforementioned report states that only  6% of all Spanish children kkxh3& who 

attend kindergarten complete their high school educati on. Another factor maybe 

that the Spanish, generally speaking, are content with l ower-paying and lower-

type jobs, and ncka seem to make very little effort towar d getting better-type 

jobs. 
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economic Structure: (continued) 

Without minimizing the importance of the prevalent prej udices and discrimination 

against them, xk* a  great  deal of their economic suppression is due to the 

Spanish Africans» general social attitudes and social stru cture. There is 

a strong tendency to accept conditions as they are, feeli ng that this is 

inevitable and that nothing can be done »  fa«?  K JS& IS to Improve their lot, This 

has developed a inertia among the Spanish to advance them seives along economic 

lines, as a well as a caste and class psychology among t hem, giving them a 

definite inferiority feeling. As in the case of Californ ia's long history 

of discrimination against minority groups, so has Colo rado developed a history 

of discrimination against minorities, beginning with th e Spanish who 

the first among the minority groups to settle in the state and who at present 

constitute the largest adorn of all the minority groups s ettled in the state. 

Social Structure; 

ifaeh data on the social structure of the Spanish popu lation can also be 

found in the aforementioned report. In general, there i s very little organisational 

work or even desire among the Spanish population. Th is is rather odd, when one 

realizes the fact that they constitute the largest single m inority group and 

generally live in a concentrated area. There is also very apparent lack of 

interest in the larger community activities, much less ac tual participation. 

SnxfckaxiaxgKK Mln Yasui complained to me a number of t imes that the Spanish 

people are the least cooperative and least interested in the promotion of 

community programs affecting all minority groups as wel l as a segment of the 

larger community. Min stated that the Negros are most ac tive in this respect, 

while the nisei rate second. 
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Leadership: 

Following the lack  of  organisations there is an apparent lack of leader-

ship  among the  Spanish.  However, a Spanish-American by the name of James 

Fresques  is the chairman  of  the city council. Fresques is the owner and 

operator  of  the  Rocky Mountain  Pharmacy  in  the city.  fx.  It was reported to 

m that Fresques is socially and economically detached fr om the Spanish 

population, having very little interest  in  thd general advancement of his 

own group, much less actual contact. He is quite thoroughly  integrated in 

the larger community,  not  to mention the fact that he  is  a prominent community 

leader* 

M±n Yasui complained to me that because of an apparent l ack of leadership 

among the Spanish it has been difficult for the Japanese through the JACL to 

work out a program of mutual benefit to the Japanese and the Spanish. He 

the lot of the Spanish people. 

Japanese 
3panish/Mxmk, Relationshipt 

Through Min  lasui and others, as well as general observation, it wa s 

learned that the relationship between the Spanish and th e Japanese residents 

in the city is far from ideal. Yasui reported that  ttuunzgk  a breakdown of 

the 1944 voting on the alien land law, which intended to  prohibit issei from 

owning land, indicated that the bulk of the Spanish vot ers had voted for 

the measure, or in other words against the Japanese. This b reakdown was 

based on a precinct basis, and apparently those precinc t heavily populated 

by Spanish voted in favor of the discriminatory land law , which failed to 

solicit state-wide majority ahd consequently was defea ted. (lasui's report 

on the Spanish vote need to be checked against the actua l statistics, if it 

is to be used in any way. The Denver Unity Council, it i s believed, has the 

actual statistics, or the JACL.) 

thought that a few capable and aggressive leaders could 
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Span!ah-Japanese Relationship: (continued) 

In lovember, 1946 one of the bi-lingual (Japanese) paper s carried a story 

of a fracas jbou&xiwg in which a gang of Spanish youth att acked a nisei 

youth, stabbing and robbing the latter, during the night, ne ar 29th and 

Larimer Streets. According to an informant who appeared q uite well-informed 
M 

the story goes that a group of about 8 nisei youth were/tu rning horn© stack 

late at night following  several games  of bowling that they had engaged in. 

After the group had walked several walks they realized th at they were being 

followed by some Spanish youth, who appeared big and h usky. Actually there 

were only three Spanish boys in the gang. When the Spanish gang closed in 

on the nisei group, seven of the eight nisei made a wil d dash and succeeded 

in escaping* However, one nisei was caught by the gang o f S panish boys 

who slashed him across the face with a knife and robbed hi m of his wallet 

and watch and few other valuables. The Spanish boys esc aped an unapprehended. appeared to be 

From all indications this/wait strictly a case of rob bery. However, some nisei 

fellows felt that it was indicative of the strained rela tionship between the 

Japanese and the Spanish. Min Yasui stated the reaso n the Spanish fellows 

dislike the nisei fellows is because  kkaxalauKii:  some of the nisei fellows have 

dated out Spanish girls, and the Spanish fellows have res ented this. As a 

matter of fact about half a dozen Spanish girls always attend the Nisei 

TWCA Thursday night dance, held every other week. Yasui feels that these 

Spanish girls are escorted to the dance by nisei fellows. No Spanish fellow 

attends the dance. An elderly issel I talked to about t his felt that the 

nisei victim whould have applied jujitsu in fighting hi s attackers, while ray 

nisei informant was puzzled at the seven nisei running away ixn and leaving 

one nisei behind. The latter thought that the eight nis ei should have banded 

together and fought off the attackers, for they had an advantage in numbers. 
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Spanish-Japanese Relationship: (continued) 

A number of nisei  who  live in the Spanish residential district  have  reported to 

me that they  have to lock their doors and windows tight whenever  they  leave the 

house as the district is infested with Spanish delinque nts who  engage^  in 

burglary at the slightest opportunity. 
describe 

Although It is inaccurate  to /*kariae  that  the relationship between the 

Spanish and Japanese residents as being amiable, there is more of an attitude 

of indifference toward each other than one of open con flict. One might even 

say that the conflict is more apparent than real. On the  other hand, from a fact 

general observation it is/learned/that the Spanish and J apanese do a lot of 

business trading with each other. This trading is large ly the Spanish towik 

patronising Japanese business, as restaurants and gro ceries, than the other 

way round. 

There is no doubt some prejudice prevalent among both group s against 
the 

each other. It is possible that/arrival of a large number of evacuees who 

settled more or lees in the Spanish business and residenti al districts and 

who began taking over old businesses or initiating new on es and getting ixta 

jobs in the produce and packing sheds, where large numbers o f  toisaat  Spanish 
some 

workers were employed and/iataa  discharged, later,  antagonized the Spanish 

population in no small degree. In many ways the arrival of the evacuees 

upsetted the status quo of the Spanish community. However, there has not been 

any major incidents involving the Japanese and the Spanis h, and  t  herd is no 

reason to believe that there will be increased ill-feeling or major incident 

In the future. 
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It was learned  TINCX  from  UXN Xasui, JACL representative in Denver, that 

about a dosen nisei belong to the Cosmopolitan Club in D enver. Sam Harada, 

a nisei, is acting secretary at present, while & ¿fegro Is present. The club 

is composed of nisei, fUgro, eauoasians, and a few Spanish  Americans.  Min 

did not know the actual size of the total membership, but he didn't think it 

was very large. He did know that the club was not very acti vé. He thought 

they held monthly meetings, meeting in the homes of th e various members at 

different times. He said this club was strictly a socia l club, having no* 
than 

other interest/iixthat of getting together for chit-c hats. Because of this 

Min did not think too highly of the club. 

I 
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Spfeke to Rev® George Aso, kioei pastor of the  $fck Isaei-nisei  7th  Day 

Advent1st Church Group of Denver, over the phone. Rev. Aso lives at 3612 

fiiiliajas St., and his phone is KE 8994. He speaks both English and  Japanese, 

although his command of the latter is much better than the former. He was 

very cooperative in furnishing pertinent data m K concerning his church group. 

He is a kibei of about 35 years of age, having been born in San Francisco 

but having spent- a good maiy years in Japan where he recei ved a good de l̂ 

of his education. Since the outbreak of war in Dec. 1941 h e has spent  2 

years in Utah, another two years in traache center, nd in Denver since 

September 1945. During this five year period he xsusk was a religious 

worker in his own denomination. 

Church Group: 

Xk Untill his arrival in Denver in September 1945 there w as no nisei or 

issei 7th Day Adventist church group. Since that he has bee n working as a full 

time minister for the wtarcri combined nisei-issei D.A. ch urch group. Rev. Aso 

informed that his group has steadily increased in membersh ip. Formerly they 

met at the Y.M.C.A., but since recently they have been mee ting at the 

Congregational People's Tabernacle, located at the cor ner of 20th and Lawrence. 

There are 29 adult members in his church group (those i d years and above). 

About 18 are issei members and the balance of 11 are nisei. Eev.  Aso cou $>lained 

that he lost seven members last month, as these members ret urned  to  California, 

This adult group santast meet for their regular S a bat h service on Saturday 

morning, from about 11:00 to 12;00 o'clock. The service i s conducted by 

Rev. Aso, itaxKiHttitt all in Japanese. 

The Sabath School group, which is comprised of nisei betw een the ages of 

6 and 12, meet every Saturday morning from 9:30 to 10:30  o'clock. There are 

20 members in the School group. 
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Church Group: 

Asked whether therms were may members ,1a ills ¿roup who we re between the 

«gee 01  Hi  and 16, Rev. *so informed that Tor soiae unexplalnable rea son there 

were none« 

*side Trow the  rax  regular Sabath  day  services, Rev,  Aso  informed that 

there are other activities carried on by the group. On Satu rday  afternoon 

¿lev. Aao iaeeta with hiss issei members during which time he reads and translate 

into  Japanese the  various  articles appearing in the 7th Day Adventist  regular 

laagaaine. Uov. Aso stated that the purpose of this meeting is aa dat the 

issei,  who  do not read or speak English very much, & "to keep up with t he 

trends  of  the time." 

Every Sunday iiight  the  adult group meet  for a  bible lecture night. 

Every ucdnesday night  is a prayer meeting. 
from Brighton 

About four adults and two of the Sunday School age/bel ong to Rev. Aso's 

Denver group. All the rest of the members of  his  two groups are Denver 

residents. 
¿tlcslonary Volunteer Society; 

M.V. Society,  as  it is called, is  a  young  people f s  organisation. Eev. Aso 

informed that  On  November 30, 1946* Just few days ago, the M.V. Societi es 

from all over Colorado met at Boulder for a state-wide conference. There were 

over 500 people, practically,ail Caucasians, were in att endance. Eev. ASO 

proudly informed that Hiss Kiyoko Nishlkawa, who is the h ead nurse at the Porter 

Sanitarium-Hospital  (a  7th  Day  Adventist hospital), and also a nisei leader, 

spoke at the conference. 
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Additional1 

For using the Congregational People's Tabernacle every Sat urday morning, 

Rev, Aso'3 group paya a £3.00 weekly rental. 

Be v. ¿so  SOCK stated that  his group is coming along very nicely and  that 

they had  no ni&jor problems. 

Rev. A30 stated he  liked  Denver very much, saying the people here are 

very nicd,  and  that community sentiment in general is very  good.  He contrasted 

this to the/sentiment prevalent in San Francisco prior t o the war, which was 

definitely unfavorable  to  the Japanese residents there. By way  of  illus-

tration he stated that most of the Caucasians in San Fran cisco called him and 

other Japanese "Charley", Vfhich Eev. Aso thought wa s an insult and pointed out 

as ponnoting an inferior group of people. Here in Denver, H e stated that 

all the  people  he has ¿act call him in the accepter manner,  f *3Hr.  Aso". 

He stated  that  ?th  Day Adventist national headquartered is located in 

Takoma Park,  Washington,  D.C. There is located not only the national office, 

but ra&ksQXK the  Advent1st  hospital, industries, and various buildings. 
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December 18, 1946 

Mr. Bill Hosakawa 
1065 Cullenbine St. 
Denver, Colorado 

Dear Bill* 

It's good to be back home again after an absence of ever f our months, 
although it is a bit strange to be walking around without s eeing any snow on 
the ground» I am afraid Denver and Colorado has gotten into  my blood and it 
will not be easy to forget all the pleasant experiences I ha d and the many 
acquaintances I made. ¿he many formal and informal discu ssions we had on 
various aspects of the Klsel problem were especially sti mulating. I want 
to thank you and your wife again for the nice dinner I was  invited to just 
prior to my departure from Denver. 

Our office staff is intact again with all the field worker s back in 
D. C. We have been hashing over our respective experiences a nd findings and 
this has been most interesting. Hie final report worries me  somewhat at the 
moment, as I find X won't have too much time to work on It. 

It would be naive of me if I didn't comment on your colu mn which 
appeared In the December 7th issue of the Pacific Citlse n, especially since 
part of your article mentions me by name* My fellow sta ff members have found 
great delight in ribbing me about It. This resulted in a lengthy discussion 
on the issue that you raised, namely, segregation and a ssimilation. I thought 
I'd elaborate on what I told you when we were discussin g the point in question. 
I hope that you will take all that I have to say as comin g from a fellow critic 
in a problem that we both are very concerned. 

First, I want to say that what you credited me with sayin g, that which 
is in quotes, Is correct, and that X still would stand on th at statement. However, 
because it is extracted out of its total content, it leave s a false Impression 
on the unsuspecting reader. More than a concern for mys elf or for the Agency 
X am with, I am a bit worried that this statement might gi ve comfort to some 
lisel who tend to segregate themselves* It might even be used as a basis of 
argument by the extreme segregationist, who s&gjht poin t out that a social 
scientist specialising in the study of the Japanese pr oblem favored segregation. 

Let us get on with the bone of my contention* As you repor ted X am in 
complete agreement that in terms of the future welfare o f the Kisei in America, 
it is essential for the Kisel to break away from the confin ed Japanese cosasunlty 
and to strive to Integrate himself into the larger American s ociety as rapidly 
as possible* this is not merely a Nisei problem, but also a problem that con-
earns America herself• I once heard the sociologist at Colorado University 
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making the statement that America's promise for the fu ture lies in the rapid 
fusion of hbr heterogeneous cultural and minority group s. He went on to  the 
point out that from ancient times it has been proven tha t civilisation ad-
vanced at an accelerated rate whenever two or more dive rgent cultures came 
in contact with each other and became diffused. Of course , in the ease of 
the Nisei, it is more a matter of the larger American socie ty absorbing the 
Nisei. Continued segregation, of course, only obstructs o r retards the 
fulfillment of this ideal. 

Now, let us face seme facts of the situation, which mus t be given 
equsl consideration with the aforementioned ideal that we are agreed on. It 
is easy to become over-sealous in an ideal and blind to the  real facts and 
limitations of the problem in question. 

there are three basH assumptions or facts, if you prefer t o call 
them that, behind the statement you credited me with . First, most Nisei have 
Issei parents from whom the former will not be able to fre e themselves for a 
good number of years. This is to say that the most of the N isei children will 
continue to live with their Issei parents as a family uni t for as long as the 
parents live* I feel that this is as it should be, however, it will tend to 
strengthen family solidarity and this in tarn will stren gthen group or commun-
ity solidarity. 

Secondly, because of their pre-war upbringing in confi ned Japanese 
communities, confinement in relocation centers, and bri ef experience living 
and working in the larger American society for most of the Nisei, most of the 
Nisei are not prepared psychologically and by experien ce to lose themselves 
in the larger community. Most of the Nisei I've talked to h ave told me them-
selves that they preferred to stick to their own group, l argely because they 
feel much more at ease in their own group. (I realise that you  brought this 
point up in your article.) You will probably agree with  me that this is a 
gloomy state of affairs. However, the alternative of for ced liquidation of 
tight segregated Sis el groups and the Nisei pressured int o participating in 
the larger community will only produce Nisei who are frus trated and maladjusted 
and generally feeling insecure. You might argue that this is worth the price 
of group assimilation. It may or may not be. I feel that i n discussing a By-
problem affecting a group of people, the Nisei in this ease,  the individual 
cannot be ignored. The individual is as important as th e group. 

Lastly, assimilation is a long process. It is folly to ho pe for the 
bulk of the Nisei to become thoroughly Integrated in the larger community in 
the immediate future. Even if this were accomplished by t he Nisei, I feel it 
would be very superficial in nature. A process like as similation cannot be 
streamlined to fit the needs of the Nisei. There is no sh ort cut. The Nisei 
will be a more mature American citizen if he experiences t he various stages 
involved in the attainment of complete assimilation. Thi s is not an attempt 
to justify the present segregated Japanese community. I t is only an effort 
to describe a process that is taking place. There is no need to feel com-
pletely disheartened because of what is taking place now . I*ve felt right 
along that the Nisei are in a transitory state with thei r non-English speaking 
Issei parents on one end and their Sansei children on the other end. It is 
unfair to expect the bulk of the Nisei to aohleve comp lete assimilation in the 
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immediate future. Some Kisel ara  better  equipped by training and experience 
to integrate  themselves  into the larger community without toe mueh trouble, 
but  the number of these types of Kisel is nail. 

\fy own theory is that looking at the whole problem realist ically 
the best we can expect most of the Nisei to accomplish is to m aintain their 
segregated community and organisations, bat to branch out into the larger 
community gradually, ïhe Kisei  ffi ust  first replace the fear he possesses with 
confidence. One way this can be accomplished is by being active in his own 
group which provides him with opportunities for  developing  leadership and in 
general gives him a sense of security* The segregated o rganisations can be a 
means toward maintaining a close tie with the larger comm unity, the unprepared 
Risei might withdraw even more tightly into his own group i f he meets rebuffs 
in his attempt to mingle in the larger community. Of cours e, I agree that the 
Nisei should continuously strive toward the goal of complet e assimilation, 
despite rebuffs that he may meet, and those Misai who are n ow prepared to do so 
ought to follow this course unswervingly, not only for his own benefit, but also 
as an example to other hesitant ̂ isei. 

As I've  tried to explain, my reasons for upholding segregatio n are 
different from the rabid  Hisei  who advocate segregation purely because tfeey feel 
that there will always be discrimination against minoritie s and consequently 
banding together as a group will offer them a refuge and a mean s of fighting 
further discrimination. ïhe latter tend to view segregati on as an end in itself, 
fpid I strongly oppose this shortsighted view. 1 feel th at segregation can be 
a means to an end. This may strike you as being impossible o n the basis that 
segregation only perpétua tea itself and thereby discr imination. There are 
evidences I've gathered which can be cited to disprove th is latter contention, 
the whole point here is that segregation is not all bad or all g ood, that there 
is some good and some bad.  I  have confidence that the Sisei will gradually 
«merge from  his  segregated group and become absorbed in the larger comm unity. 
Education, training and experience, all of which takes t ime, will aid the 
Kisel in accomplishing  this  objective. Segregation is a manifestation of the 
many "growing pains" that the Wlsel must contend with, a nd I am confident the 
Kisel will outgrow it given time. 

Throughout the entire foregoing discussion I have no t eald a thing 
about the attitude of the  larger* community  toward the Wisei, and this is cer-
tainly a factor involved in the assimilation of any minor ity group. It  Is 
no secret that there are discriminatory practices still wi dely prevalent with 
respect to obtaining jobs, establishing businesses? buy ing homes or property, 
and participating in certain community affairs. Much ha s been done by various 
commun!ty-minded organisations and individuals in combat ting these practices, 
but the battle is far from won. If only for this reason, it  would appear unfair 
to expect the bulk of the Kisel to achieve the goal of as similation in the 
Immediate future* 

Peshape X have rambled en too mueh already* Keams of p aper could be 
devoted to a subject like this. Unquestionable, it is a q uestion that the 
Sisei will have to cope with, if this hasn't happened alre ady. 2m evaluating 
the whole problem it is Important that one maintain an ob jective viewpoint, 
But for most Kisel this still is an ideal. Much can be don e by Kisel like 
yourself who can point the way and demonstrate that the desired goal is not 
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a fantaatic  dream.  In your ease I feel that you are assisting »any Nisei in 
a constructive  way  by keeping alive this ideal in your popular column. 

I will appreciate your reaction to some of the things I've outlined. 
I only hope that I have clarified the statement you credite d me  with  in  your 
recent column instead of confusing it farther. 

Sincerely yours, 

Toshio Tatsushiro 


