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Interim Report on Denver Japanese Comnunity
Rocky Ford Community -Visit with Rev & Mrs Sakamoto
Native Issei Farmer -Tom Sakai Las Animas, So. Colorado
Nisei Evacuee Businessman--Rocky Ford » S0, Colorado
Young Nisei Gromp Meeting -Rocky Ford, Colonado
Evacuee Nibei Farmer -H. Yanari =Swink, So, Colokado
Evacuee Issei Farmer -Mr, Sameshima Granada, SO. Colorado
Evacuee Issei Farmer-K, Tsuchiya » "
# " . Mr, Minami Crawley, So. Colorado
» Nisei Farmer -Bddckie Matsushita Crawley, So. Colommde
" Issei farmer -Mr. Furukawa -Rocky Ford, So Colorado
Native Nisei Businesswomen -Mrs Konishi Hairstylist R.Ford, Colo
Evacuee Issei Famer -Murakamis -Swink, So. Colorado
" " " <Horie “amily " "
Native Japanese Farmers -liameda :_amily -Swink, So. Colorado
Evacuee Issei Businessman -Mr. Tateishi = " P "
Dinner l(eeting with Nisei Group —Rocky Ford s So. Colorado
Colorado State Emplo;jrment Service —Talk with Mr G. E&rle
State Civil Service Commission —Nr. Sullivan & Mr, Steele
Nisei Female Bacteriologist -Mrs. Uyeda
Employment via‘Edward Yamato
California St. Community Methodist Churech
Nisei X-Ray Technician -Edward Nakagawa
Denver Buddhist Church -Nisei Service
Cathgy American Legion Post :
Young People Christian Conference
Spanish Americans via Min Yasul

Cosmopolitcan Club
&th DE; Adventist -Nisei and Issei Group
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on the Denver Japanese community y
The following report/is based on observations by the smalyst duri.uh

the period Auguet 19th and November 6th, 1946. During the approximately

2} month period, the analyst left Denver to spend about 10 days in Washington,

DeCy and about 2 weeks in the northern Colorade rural areas. The actual periocd

of residence in Denver e¢ity by the analyst covers a little over 13} months.
Thim be considered as merely an interim report. It was written in

a rush, and parts of the report may appear sketechy and even lacking. The

main purpose of writing this report now is to mnr?'hr:.qm-tionn

1) What has been learned about the Japanese community in Denver
as of this writing? '

2) What predictions can be made about the Japanese mummmmity in Denver
with regard to their continued residence here, their economic
future, and their social orientation?

5) Yhat aspects of the Japanese community have not been coveredmy adequately by
the study as yet and need to be exploited further?

Thaxiargux

mﬁor facts concerning the city of Denver will be touched
upon only if they hmve an important bearing on the Japanese residents.

Two reports on the Japanese in Denver furnish good background material
for this report. One is a study conducted by the Denver Bureau of Publie
Welfare in January of 1944. The other is study conducted by lr. John deYoung
of the War Rélocation Authority in October, 1943.

No organization in Denver, govermment or prﬁt‘h, has any up-to-date
statistics on the present Japanese population. Much of this had to be obtained
through various secondmry channels; as the Japanese Business Directory, news-
papers, and individual estimations.

Aside from population statistics the main concern of the study has been
the economic and soeial adjustment of the Japanese, and the report will deal
with this aspect in a large measure.
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L. QITY OF DENVER
The eity of Denver is located in the heart of s great agricultural state
and is the capitdl of Colorade. The eity not only hae its roots in agricul-
ture but etill displays strong sgricultural characteristics. The people in
general tend to be conservative. Life, for moet people, moves on very slug-
the hustle-bustle of
gishly ss compared to/some east and westcoast cities.
denlwilver and copper mainly,
Mining/was supreme in Colorado several decades ago, but this industry
iz has passed ite heydey and is on a duii.
Cattle raising is quite a flouriehing business, especially during the
present economic erisie. Denver is the "Chicago" of the Rocky Mountain
region with nmﬂmm.
The United StatesGovernment hee many hranch agencies established in
Denver and the offices cover many city blocks. Denver has been regarded as the
"Washington,D.C." of the West, because so many government offices are established here.
The bulk of the farm ecrops raised in the state is broughtf to Denver
for marketingha here or to be prepared for/m out of the state.
/::::m ieolated in the Rocky Mountains and situated one mile above sea
level, Denver is nevertheless khx regarded as the center of all major activities
in the Rocky Mountain region. The Denver Post, which is reported to have the
leggest newsppper in this whole region, nn; iteself the "Volce of The Rocky
Mountain Empire®.
The population of Colorado state for 1946 is X2 1,213,914 of which
Denver claims roughly 400,000.

I% is in this setting that the present Japanese population in Denver

E=abe viewsd.
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‘m.mmm
1940 semmusx Population:

The 1940 census reveals that th;n were 323 Japenese living in Demver,
and a total of 2,734 Japanese in all of Oolorado. Of the 325 Japanese in
Denver, 65% were citizens and 35% aliens.

There were about 22 business establishments in the Larimer distriets
as follows: (Taken from John deYoung's report)

m M SO FVRBNIRRNERNNSERRERRERES
n* mt ([ F R R R R RS T AR R R Y R )

m SLOre scscssscscsssssssssssscannse
ReBtaurants ssccscessvessncsscssssvses
J.“l" & Wateh Shop sesessscsccesonnes
Oriental Merche. StOreé scccssssscscccee

m @90 cssssesesRsesteeRsERRRBRRGe
Barber m. Seessevessscesasenenannse

w BN EPEB NI RRRRERORRIDIRES
Noodle P..tory Ssssessesssascnssssssse
¥holesale '.‘o Produce Coes cssssssssese
mﬂhiw 3‘0“ PPN BRI TP PO NP R ENOREES

hL”HNH”HVﬂNﬂPﬂ

(For occupational distribution of the 1940 population see John deYoung's
report)
(Also for social orgenization and other data of social eignificance

see John deYoung's report.)

- P ation:

During the war years between 1942 and 1948 a large mumber of Jppanese
evacuees from the West Coast flocked into Denver eltylal well as the rural
areas of Colorado. During early 1942 when it was still possible to voluntarily
evacuate the Weet Coast, Denver, Adams, Jefferson, and Arapahoe, all adjacent
counties, received 1276 Jepanese evacuees. It is not kmown omtlj how many
came to Demwer eity, but of the total number that came to the four counties
e considerable portion settled in the eity. Duringthe last half of 1942 and
the first half of 1943, a large number of evacuees confinmed in the various
relocation centers left the centers to sccept season farm work in various
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1942-1945 Population (contimued): ;
patts of the state. MNost of these seasonal workers returned to their respective
centers following the farm season, hut a considerable portion camé to Demver
and accepted private employment in the eity, never returning to the centers.
Beginning from mid-1943 and on through 1945, large numbers of evacuees left
the various relocation centers on a permanent basis and ﬁttlod in Denver eity
and the rural areas of the state. From All indications it appears that the
Japanese population peak in Denver and for the entire state was reached
during the latter half of 1945. The WRA final district report, dated
December 31, 1945, estimated that mu for the four counties
(Denver, Adame, Jefferson, and Arapahoe) reached the peak of 7.:007 about
December 1, 1945. Of the 7,200, it is estimated that over 5,000 Xiwdsk settled
in Denver eity.

It must be remember that the Pfigures just quoted do not cover the entire

Japame se
state. For completencss sake the estimated/population for the emtire state
: Most
will be given by major areas. :&n-r of the area estimates are fairly reliable,
others are pure guesses. 1945 1946, Oct.
Japanese Japanese
Area Population Population
Denver “t’ SRR EPEPIIEBIRTIIRRNTORERORERESESE S,OCD ).m
Adams, Jef'ferson, and Arapahoe counties eeeess 2,200 1,000

Northern Colorado (mainly Weld County, Umbeley
distriet).. 1,100

Northeastern Colorado (lorgan, Logan, and

m .m’...) RePEeINsBOEOROERBRERRD RS w
Near Southern Colorade (mainly Colorado

Springs and Pueblo dlM“.) sesssscssscese m
Far Southern Colorado (mainly the San Luie

ml.’ “#“) fesesssssnsssssss s tesaens 1,000
Southeastern Colorado (Arkansas River Valley

"‘1.‘) SssessssessscsessesssoNsnsRnsannERE 1,200
Western Colorado and all other areas secceces

Eleseese

e
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Population Chenges, December 1945 to October 1946:

¥hen the sest Coast exclusion orders were lifted on Jamuary 2, 1945,
evacuees in Demnver and in the etate began trickling back to the Vest Coast,
mainly California. However, the rate of the evacuees luvri.u centers to
settle in Denver and Colorado was greater than the movement westward out of
the state. Itmmmxmak This movement back to the West Coatt was necessarily
slow at first because the evecuees were fearful of the regeption thgy might
regeive on the Coest and because a large number who wanted to go back had
nothing to go back to, especially & house and a jobe

- -

It was not until the end of 1945 and om thru March of 1946 that there .
was a notigesable drop in the Denver and -::m:uhttoa- It was during this
period that evacuees rushed madly back to the West Coast in order that they
might be eligible for the free transportation offer by the W.R.A. March, 1946
(check this date) was the deadline for receiving this free transportation and
it made little difference to most of the evacusse leaving Oolorado during
this period wh.nthsr they had a house in readinese for them on the West Coast
or whether they had a job prospects. They simpyy went, mlock, barrel, and STotsk .
HE% This is important to state at this time for it has some bearing om
the psychology of those evecueds who have continued to remmin in Demyer and
in the rest of the state as it will be pointed out later in the report.

be P ion:
present

The most reliable estimate of the/Japansee population in Denver seems
to be somewhere around 3,000. The population mske-up is believed to some-
what similar to that prevailing in the pre-war Los Angeles Japanese community.
Possibly there might be a little more non-family nisei bachelors in the eity,
but this is somewhat offset by a good number of single nisei gh"llihm
families are not residing in the ecity. In any case it can be realiably stated
that there are considerably more nisei (inecluding kibei) than issei, probably
over 70% nisei. However, most of the people are living as family unids.



Oetober 1946 Populetion: (dontinuod)
The age make-up of the estimbbed population wmyxhexgrouped appeare to be

MeMNAN1RE ae follows:
Age uroup Mumber Dergentaze

0 =-17 years l-'-.-oootoooum . m n I'isel
18 -55 JOBYE esssscssesacsns ‘ m )uod-b-m
56 -45 JOArE essssescscenns 270 9,; )

46 .65 YVEAre8 scssesscecssse 900 m ) Ipsedi
Oyer 65 JEArS sessssssssnsen )0 1;-; )-oo-’lﬂ

&9 1%

The figures quoted for each of the age groups are strictly estimates.
Those 45 years or below can be generally regarded as being nisei, while |
those above 45 years can be generally regarded as being issei. The importante
of the above drawn table is to emphasize the following:

1) there are slightly more nisei thmmxkmazi and leses iesel then
the ratio that prevailed among the pre~evacuation “est (oast
population.

2) There is a preponderance of nisei between the 18 and 35 years
age group, possibly more in the 25 to 30 age range.

3) There is a comparative small percentage of ohildren and younsters
up to 17 years of age. The figure given may be a slight underesti-
mation. However the point to bear in mind ie that many of the
nisei have passed the 17 year age since the war, and there has
been a drop in fesundkkx the birth rate among the issei during
the pedt five years. The birth rate among nisei couples hae
been ralatively low. This is purely a hypothesis théd need to
be checked.

4) Many of those in the 18 to 35 years age group represent ummarried
nisei menxmr and women who are living in Denver alone and away
from their families who may be on the West Coabt, in the East,
or elsewhere in Colorado.



. 1
Hﬁﬁamammdm“-mhmaum

Larimer District. The nerve camter of the Japanese business distriect is
located between 18th and 23rd streets on Larimer street, or an area of five
blocke in length. Side streete cutting through t:ri:;ull mxmxs nearby areas,
as Lawrence and Arapahoe streets which run parallel with Larimer street, have
a large number of Japaneese business establishments.

19th and Larimer Streets in Denver is comparable to Division and Clark
streets in Ohicago or to First and San Pedro streets in pre-war Los Angelee.

This Jso-called "Larimer District" has a very interesting history, the

only briefly X

details of which canmak be touched upon/in this report. Many decades age
the city hall was situated at f.ho‘mr of 14 and Lerimer streets. Larimer
street, including the present Japanese business distriect, was thenikxkhs a
flourishing business district and the center of city activities. Windeor
Hotel, located at 1Pth and Larimer streéts and msx recently condemned by the
eity ae a fire hasard, was the home of Mxxk multi-millainnaire H.A.Tabor,
sne the silver king and one of Colorado's most colorful and influsntial
men during the turn of the century. (There are interesting faects about the
whole lLarimer District in the book titled "Silver Dollar-~The Story of the
Tabors® by David Karsner, Coviei-Friede Inme., New York eity, publishers,
1952) As the city grew the central business district moved southeastward,
many blocks away from the present Japanese business distriet.

The present Larimer District is nicely described by WAA community
analyst John DeYoung who, following a study conducted by him in October
1943, wrote:
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1. Businces Distriet; (continued)

"Today the former main business street, Larimer Street, has becoms

an area of pawn shops, second hand ¢lothing stores, flop houses,

miseions, saloons, cheap hotels, and rooming houses. This street

is roughly comparabdble to the Bowery in New York, South State or

North Clark Stre#t in Ohicago. The Japanese shops and cafes were '

centered within a three and a half block stretoh between 18th and

25rd etreets on Larimer. This zone of transition in Deuver follows

the sociological pAttern in that it is aleo the area where the largest

amount of physical and soglal deterioration is found. Poor

delingqueney, poverty, and disease is prevalent in this area. It is

also the area where the racial and immigrant colonies are located."

Although many of the above deseribed characteristice of the Larimer
District still prevail, there has been tremendous improvement made by the
Japanese business operators simsm during the past three years. The Japanese
themselves admit this to be a fact, and personal observation seem to verify
this. Shops taken over by the Japanese have been remodelled, repeainted,
-um to give them e very attractive appearance, both inside and
outeide. Take for example the Dol Pharmaey located at 22nd andlarimer streete.
Howawd Doi, young nisel pharmacist and owner of the store, opened his drug
store early in 1946. Prior to thie the building was & dilapideted, umatirec-
tive looking empty warehouse. X& With the help of some Japanese carpenters
he changed the whole complexion of the kmikidx firet floor of the building,
turning it into a neat clean drug store, as nice as can be found anyvhere.

Another example is the Silver Dollar Hotel, owned and operated by a
young nisei, located =t on the second floor of &k a building at 19th and
: about the time
Lawrence Streeta. Following the evacuation andéham this nieei took over
the ownership and management of the hotel, &k it was known throughout the
eity as the biggest house of prostitution. It wae physically deteriorated
and dirty. Vhen the nlsei took over he remodelled the hotel sompletely,
to the extent of adding an air-comditioning syetem, and it ie now regarded
as the finest leuui-qnnt«l hotel in the eitys. Aeside from the physieal

improvement, the hotel no longer deals in prospitution. The hotel still
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1. Business District; (eontinued)
is vieited by people, soldiers and others, who think it is the same hotel

of five years ago. Aside from the Silver Dollar Hotel a mmber of other
hotele on Lawrenee Strest in this area, which was kmown as the city's “red
light distriet", heve been taken over by the Japaness m made into nice
clean places.

Numerous other examples can be cited to illustrate how the Japanese
heve made vast improvements, phyeical and otherwise, in the Larimer District.

There is a caucasian organization called the lLarimer Street District
I-pmoun‘ and Businese Men's Association, whieh eelebrated the 137th
anndversary of the birth of General William Larimer on October 24th, 1946.
It is the aim of the Aseociation to improve the Larimer District as much as
poseible. It is not known %= what sxktamt relationship existe between this
Association and the Japansse businesses.

The Lnfiur Distriot is far from being an exclusively Japanese businese
district. On the southwest end of Larimer are located ceucasian, largely
Jewish, stores, while the norgheast end contain meny Mexican businesses.

The Japanese xx businedses are found in betweenxhxkxaims the two,but aleo
smong the two groups. Someone facetiously remarked that thxithnizzanasn
"Larimer Street is the longest street in the world, because it is bordered
on one end by Mexieo City and on the ethoftyaoruulumd cute through
Tokyo eity." ’

Although moet of the Japanese businesses are found i-n the Larimer
pistriet, a good number are logated in the better businese andxs residential
sections of the town. : .

Aside from the usual sociological phamsmaman pattern of.mm and
mmymmum\mnmm-umnmmnm«
physical and sosial deterioration ie found, there is another important reason
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1. Business Distrist: (comtinued) |
why the Japanese settled in the Larimer Distriet. The realtors and the city
police department have drawn en extra-legal line of demareation, which com~
finee ke anyone of Japanese ancestry in the area northeast of 18th street
and northwest of Curtis Street. The area outeide this confinement is taboo
to the Jgpaness for business purpose or kaxkmkexupxEaaidsnssxin purchase of
& home. Thie restrictive covenant on property affects the Negroe as well as
the Mexicans. The realtors and the eoity police department have worked hand
in glove in enforeing thie highly extra-legal restriction against minoritfess
The ruiton would refuse to transact bueiness with any member of the
ﬂmitill,‘” the police department would refuse to issme the negescary
business license if anyone of the minorities became belligerant and stepped
outeide the 18th and Curtis confinement. However, a mumber of Japanese,
mainly nisei, have fought thie restrietion and have successfuly eetablished
business or km purchesed homee in the better bueinese and reeidential sections
of town.
In 1945, during the height of the vicious anti~Japanese campaign

‘conducted by the Denver Post, nisei George Mateumonji dared the Police Dept.

grassxy to operate a grocery in a restricted area X
to deny him a/license/after the Denver Unity Couneil assured him full backing.

n 0'Donnell of
Not having any legal basie for their discriminatory policy,/the Police Dept.
reluctantly issued the necessary license to Matsumonji. lowever, the Wlige
Dept. Mu--mlly used various means of foreing Matsumonjl out of bueinese,
to inspect the grooery

&= sending a number of health ami officers and other eity officials/to eee
if Mateumonji eould not be caught on some minor technieal irregularities, subh
as not having the vegetables displayed eix inches fru- the ground. Matsumonji
has been operating the same grosery for the past three yeare now and has been

very successful, having an all-gaucasian clientele.



1. Business District (eontimued):

Just southeast of the Larimer District is located the "Wazee Narket®,
E!Exu the city's warehouses, wholesale distributers, and factories m
found. There are about 7 Japanese wholesale firms and food rutoriullnn.

Just north of the Larimer District and near the railroad tracks and
South Flatte RAiver is Bmmxaxix "Denargo Market", which is Denver's produce
packing and shipping center. There is only one known xhak Japenese wholesale

kholeeale
produce firm. There are about 60/produce firms im the city, and most of them
are located in the Denargo Market, the rest in the Wazee Market. »

The &wo merket Emx districts are mentioned now, as meny Japanese found
employment hmxmat thu; places. Thie will be discussed later in the report.

main
S0 in summary it can stated that the/Japanese business district is

hemmed in by the wholesale market dkmkxizt area and the mein railroad tracks
on the north, the eentral business dietrict om the scuth, Mg the poorer
caucasian businesses on the west, and the Mexican district on the east. The
trend in the past has been expansion of the Japanese business and residential
districte toward the Mexican district. Although it is definitely situated

in th.ox punxax deteriorated and pmnn;?g business distriet of the city,

the Japanese have made vast improvements to the physical appearance of the

district.
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2. 80 iness e 3

Through the Buxxz Colorado Japanese Business Director for 1?“. the
Japanese newspaper ads, and informed individuale it was learned that thore
are 258 Japanese business mmixpxsfessiama: establishastits.and professions.

Iype Sumber

Apartmente and Hotels (21 and 25 respectively).... 46
Manufacturers & Wholesale Distributors s.cceccseee 35
wﬂ Stores o-oooo-oo.-o-.o-..a'«--o.c--o.ooooco( 19
Fruit & V!g-tlhlc Harkete o.--o-.-oc.oo.t-ooooooco( 5
R.mnt. LA PN RS S s
Clothes Cleaners o-cooo-o-oooooo-.-ooo.--o-oc---oo(
Laundries ooo-ooouonoc-nato-cuo--o--oo--co--.-o-oo(
Auto Serviee L R R R R
Insurance .-‘.Ilt. L R .
&ml“. .l-.....‘-...‘....I....'l"l.......l"...(
mnﬁm & 3“"8.0" .o-l..co..-aco-c--oo-o-..o-o(
Barbers L
W QIOP. LR R Y S R
Jewslers L R LT ™
Carpentere & Paper HANEOTrS secssssessccsssstnsanscs
_thmph.rl (otud:lat) Sserscersscassonarsssnsene
P”l mll' '.....'.......‘..'.'.............-....-
Radio Service L Y s s T
Dresemakers R T T X |
Hardware Stores R
Slving SELODLE sscvssnsssrssisvsnensssnasssasen e
Jervice Bursaus #sescscsscsnnsssssrasestsssntsonne
Shoe ﬂwpn L A R .
D!"Ston. L T T e Y T N R Y
Fish Brkets sccececcoscsccsssnsoscsccsessesssnnss
House Olalning LR R L R TN R R R R s
Sweet Shﬁp' (K‘..hi"l) SeesesecraRRtIcNORRARERRERES
Floral lhopa Sees 00 cstsOeReRRERRREIRSEIRERBERRBEREES
Ll.mrl e I ™m™mMmMT
Magseurs PP PP PO I IIEN NN eI N ssssRRstERSRURERBRERE S
Mail Order estores (lem.. fO“) sessnsssssasesss
. m’.‘ (1“."““0?') co-oaocoo.cooo-oa-a-ooooooo-oo(
Flano Studios o-ooo.ot.oto-o-.ooooooo-oo-oanoo.ooo(
Jl”. newepapers Sevsssscaessesnssasanssosssnn e
Nurseriees (p“t.d plm.) Sessssssssessssnssnsnnes’
*.d Dlmm”. .....'................-'........
ml" .l.-......DOOOICOOl.......l...-.l..‘....lD.
3’.“ -hop o--o.oo-ooo.-oo-o-lcccnoo.ooocoo---.oooo
Movie Theater T T T T T Y e
Gift ’!.P P ERSSs NSRRI IENIRORSEBRSERRERORERES.

Book Store e e ey mm ™

Physical ﬂltm’ instructor ccesececscccessccasee

+ Storage COMPRNY scecscsscssessncsssscesssssssssnss
h’"“ Ow SEseRs st ssseEeEssanesesRsRERRERS
hmn Office L N S R I
Miscellaneous L Y R I MMM

uuwuwwwwuunmnM»»nnmnnmuuwuuu&ruuauaumquza
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s of B a + (eontinued)
establishments

Most of the 258 busi._nnu'/l profeseions are located in the Larimer
Dietrict or mearby. There are over 45 different types of businesses and
proﬁuiom.mglun. namely, apartments and hotels, manufecturers
and wholesale distributors, grocery storee, fruit and vegetable markets, Gl
restaurants, eisthes-cisznsre-and=PEiNIrTes, constitute ﬁ%r the total
of 258 iadependent establishments.

has continued to be

n/il- only longical that food and housing/wsxz the two leading Japanese
operated bueinesses. During the height of the resettlement of the evacuees
in Denver, there was a great demand for temperorary shelter, as hotels and
apartments. Many of the evacuees were waiting for an opportunity to return
to the Vest Coast, while others were looking for a more permanent residence.
The leases on the hotele and apartmente were obtained very cheaply, and in
turn the roatal.‘:;.n:.::ry cheap. Many of the Japanese families went into
the hotel business, not only becauese there were good bueinese prospecte in
it, but because it eolved their own housing problem. It is believed that
the number of Japanese operated hotels and apartments hee inereased steadily,
and that the number listed in the preceding table is probably a very con=
servative astimxkax figure. They cater mainly to a Japanese c¢clientele.

Ae the Japanese evacuees left the various centers in large numbers end
floocked into Denver there was a big demand for Japanese food products.
Japanete food manmfxsiuzsx factories , wholesale distribution firms, retail
groeery stores, and restaurante mushroomed overnight. With over 5,000 evacuees
inDenver during the height of the resettlement program in 1945, the demand
for Japanese food was tremendous. Far-sighted businessmen not only saw
lucrative businese trade with the Japanese in the city, butxmax also saw the
proepects of s=x Denver begoming the Japanese food center shipping out processed

food to the Japanese who returned to the West Coast and to those who resettled
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in the East, especially Ohicago and New York city. Jepmmese food wae shipped
even to Hawail, which has an even larger Jepanose population than the entire
Japanese population in the United States. A few exmmples can be oites by
way of illustration.

The Modern Food Produsts Compenyy was established early in 1943. It
has dealt exclusively in the wholesale distribution of Japanese food processed )
in Denwer.by Japsnese food factories. During ite infancy it samimst carried
on & ﬂwruhing trade with the various Jepanese relocation centers. As
evaguees left &he centers and resettled in Denver, in the East, or back on
the vWeet Coast, its trade shifted fromthe regelocation centers to these
areas in which the Japanese evacuecs resettled. Because of competition
from newly formed Japunese food wholepalers in Denver, in the Last, add &n
the Webt Coast, ite volume of bueinese has slackened somewhat but it is
still holding its own.

Semuxafxkhs Japanese food factories turm out bean eprouts, noodles,
seaweed, fish cake, bean cake, shoyu, various kinde of pickled food stuff,
packaged dehydrated food, soy bean food producte, varioue bottled preserves,
rice cakes and other Jepanese eweets, and Japanese wim (Sake). iost of the
products turped out by the food factoriee are handled by the various
Japanese wholesale distributors, although oome by-pase the wholesalers
and #8l]l direotdy to the retailers.

Mot of the Japanese retailam groceries sell a variety of Japaness
food stuff, but they also carry the usual stock of food stuff found in any
grocery store. A few storee carry Japanese food;m:xcluunly, as the
Pacifie Mercantile Company, one of the leading retail firme in the Larimer
Distriect. A number of the retail groceries which concentrate on Japanose
food produsts carry on an extensive mail-order business with Japanese ocus-
tomere in the East and in the West. A small Japanese firm which m"



Pe 14

2. Types of Businosss and Profession; (eontinued)
fried bean cake (sburake) and does ite own retailing, carries om an unusual
maileorder business. They have s fairly extensive trade with the Vest Coast
Japanese, and the fried bean cake produet is packeged in dry ice.in prepare-
tion for mailing. Ury ice is essential, as fried bean cake is like scrambled
eggs and xmr subjeet to spoilage easily. Most of the Japanese retall stores
have a mixed elientele, while some are largely non-Japanese.

Japanese restaurants seem to be inevitable wherever Japanese are found
in any nigniftqaﬁt mumber. Some of the restaurante serve Japanese and Chinese

"while a few gerve American dish exclusively.

dishes exclusively/ About half serve both Oriental and Aperican dishes.
There iz no Japancee restaurant which hes an all-Japanese clientele. Some
of the restaurants cater to.l. predominantly non-Japanese clientele, mostly
Mexicans and Caucasian laboring clase, as the Nikkow Low. The Manchu Gpill
is probably the leading restaurant, catering to the better class Japeneese
and Caucasians. Parties and banguets are held here ﬁ'oqucutly.‘

Some of the Japanese who either purchased or leased the whole first
and seccnd floors of a building operate more thau one businese. Take for
example & kibei named Pped Aoki, who operatee a hotel, pool hall, restaurant
combination.onks Larimer Street near 20th Street. The second floor is
operated as a hotel, while the front of the street floor is a restaurant
end the rear a pool hall. "Fred's" plece as it is called is mery popular,
especially among kibeis, many of whom are chick-sexers. He has three
flourishing businesses which cater almost exclusively to & Japanese clientsle.

In 1943 George Furuta, a very aggressive nisei businessman, purchased
a oollection of store buildings located on the popular corner of Larimey
and mm:emmuﬂ;?;m one store for his own use and operated the
present Manchu Grill. The rest of the stores he ?cntod out to various

Japanese businessmen. Zarly in 1946 he sold the Manchu Grill, property
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2: Types of Susiness and Profession: (econtinued)

and business, to his brother-in-law for a handemme priece of §15,000. He
still retaine possession of the stere bdbuildings from which he receives a
regular monthly rent. He is one of the many Japanese whol'han been very
sugcessful in business. ;

¥hat about the other types of businessmm operated by Japanese? Aside
from the five major ones already mentioned, there are 40 others which consist
of 135 independent establishments. This figure inecludes & few professional
people, as doctors, dentists, and lawyers, who will be discuseed a little
later. As indicated in the table the range in 'ltypu of business is very
wide. Most of these other types of business cater to a mixed fnumh.
ulnch-/{ul.uh Japanese, Mexicans, Nagxmxmxand Caucasians, and & few Negroes.
‘Most of the olothes dleaners and laundries, which are located in the Larimer
District, cater to a mixed clientele, some being prddominanily non-Japanese.
The same is true of the auto services, one of which trades largely with
Mexicans and Negroes. Four of the five phote studios have a mixed clientele,

which ie located outside the Larimer District,

while one/has an almost exdlusive trade with the better class of Caucasiane.
mt of thor};:aw shops are logated in the better business district and
have & 50% Camcasian and 50% Japanese clientele. The other three have
Japanese and Mexiocan customers largely and scme Csucabisns. Two of the
four pool hnh;::rluluunu to Japanese, cne :to issei mainly and the
other to kibei mainly. The othn.' two have a mixed nisei-iexican clientele
with a few Negroes. A word can be said for each of the remaining types
of business, but t&y shall be ignored for the present.

Two unique businesses ought to be mentioned briefly, however. Ome 18
the Japanese-owned theater, loocated on Larimer Street between 18th and 19th

most of thetime

streets. The theater is rented/to Mexigcan operators mask who show cheap

Bourth-run pivies aluost nightly. About onee or twice a month old Japanese
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2. Types of iysimess and Profession: (Contimued)
movies are shown to the Japanese public.

One of the three service bureaus is opersted by an elderly nisel, who
offere an unusual variety of services mam to the public as locating employment,
filing of income tax returns, héohtn’l.n;. express service, Western Uniom
tolq'nph.' securing Greyhound Bue ticket, econtracting earpemter and painter |
services, notary publie, Jl;!m“::;:mhuon. and horse xamknx races betting
agent. This elderly nisei has his wife and two daughters assisting him
at the office. He made $6500 in 1945. In an interview he stated:

"l make a little here andthere. If you are smart ycu know
how to make money."

In general he is quite a smart, successful businese operator, perhaps a
little shrewd.

Now, & word about the professional Japanese. Most of the six dentists

) dentist and

and 5 physiciane and surgeons have a mixed elientele. Dr. iiiyamoto,/an
elderly native iessei leader, has his office in the heart of Larimer Dietrict
and hae a large Juyamu clientele. Dr. Mayeda, dentist and you::/un;.u!
leader, has a Plourishing trade largely with the better class of Caucasians.
His offfiee is located in the better businese distriot of town.
The tw?/::ty.rn in town have an n'lnolt exclueive Japanecee clientele and

are doing fairly.mmikx
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3. Businese Prospects:

What are the present and future prospects of the Japanese-operated
bueinesses in Denver?’ The answer to thisc question ie very much dependent
on whether the Japanese in Denver, almost 90% of whom are ¥est Cosbt evecuees,
plan to remain in the city indefinitely or whether they are planning to
return to the Vest Comst. The ¥Weet Ccast issue is causing undue alarm
among many Japaneee businesemen, especially thoee who ecater meinly to a
Japanese olientele. A few of these businesemen are making frantic prepara-

in antieipation of

tiones to move their businesses to.the West Coast,/kfxsiidxwkam the maes
exodus of the evacuees to the Uest Coabt, which they feel will take place
within the next year. ‘lrb-t of the businesemen, although concernedf about
the poseible departure of the evacuees, are operating their bueinesses on
the basie of staying in Denver for a period of years, regardless of whether
the evacuees leaveg or not. Some of the businesses are definitely) here to
stay, especially those thet are catering largely or exelusively to a non-

Japanese clientele.

in discuseing phe present status and future ?ro-puto of Japanese
businessee in Denver, itxmusixhaxzsmsmiszad Denver's general egonomic situa~
tion must be kept in minds One individual stated, "Genmerally speaking, ‘
penver is an economically depressed area.” The cost of living and wage
seale in Denver is definitely lower than say Los Angeles, Chicago, or
¥ew York eity. For example, May Company, one of the leading department
storee in town, %x has been cxporion:i.;:;::. ite union lnploycn.:or“:l:
past two months. The minimum wage & paid by May Coppany is s;&.;ojna
the unbon has been striking to obtain a $24.00 minimum. The top pay of
veteran employees has been around $30. per week or less. (These figures

need ﬁunn;.)
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. neas 3
The average nisei &r issei laborer make about §30.00 or $55.00 per week.
plus 2 few dollars ontips.
A nisei waltresses usually average about §18.00 or 320.00 per week/ Parm
laborers in Colorado get about 80¢ or 65¢ per hour, ss compared to the
$1.00 an hour paid in Oalffornia. A young issel waiter who ie getting §25. per week
statedkk that that is exceptional good pay for a waiter in Denver.
Aside from few scarce Japanese food products, prices of things im
general are sheap. Fer instance, one eould get a fairly good meal for about
60¢ or 70¢ in Denver, whereas for the same meal one would huve to pay about
90¢ or more in Chicago. In spite of the universal housing shortage and
the inflationary prices on houses, meny who have been able to find houses
for sale have been able to purchase them for relatively reasonaile prices
gompmred to the prices being asked sey in Vashington, D.Cse Ome Japancee
' two=bedroom :
family bought averyfnice/house in the better Japeneee residential distriet
NXEE have
for less than §$4,000 about a year or so ago. That house would/eaeily/smkk sold
for over $10,000 in D.C. Bill Hosaka, nisel journalist, omly recently
purchased a nice four-bedroom house,wkix including an atteched apartment
in a niee residential district
which is being remted out,/for $12,000. Bill thought this was high, but
a similer purchase in Vashington, D.C. wouldd hmve been easily over §17,000.
The foregoing general economic setting preveilingl in Denver im hss
been briefly described so that the J-pamoé businesees may be evaluated in
proper perspective. .
. status
One thing ie certain about the present ancape-fuvere/of the Japanese
Af any
businese firme. Very few/are making huge profits. Most of the firms are
m fairly well, which is about all that can be said of them. Some are
merely "getting along" to use the worde of a number of informante.
Secause of their limited income people in gemeral are limited in their

expenditures and are more careful -b_out what they spend their woney for and

how they spend their money.
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3s Business Prospecte: (contimued)
. in general
Cansequently the Japanese businesses/have a relatively conservative trade.
Catha)y American Legion Post which operates & gambling house, lﬁn
2 good number of the Japancse who gensrally lose wuoh of their hard earned
weekly u' monthly wages. Thie affecte the Japanese businesses to some extent
in the way of trade. | ‘
Prom an overall stanpoint most of the various types of Japanese-operated
busineeses are dﬁn‘ fairly well in comparison with ﬁu average buginesses
in the eity. Formerly Japanese businceses depended largely on a an.
clientele. Gradually ik with large numbers of evacuees leaving for the

West Coast Japsnese busineeses began trading(with\more and moref non-Japsnese

customers. Today some businesses trade almost exclusively with a non-
Japanese clientele, either exelusively with Caucasians, or exclusively with

and Negroes, ‘
Mexicans/ or a mixture of all three. Most of the businesses kxmsm have a

nixed Jjepinsss-end-wom-rEpreee clicntele, eome Japanese and Ceucesians
only, and others Japanase, Causasians, and Mexioans. Some have Negro t..udo
M not in any significant volume.

This shift from a largely Japaneee climntele to a mixed clientele is
an interesting sociologieal phenomenon. Ae the Japanese businesees became
feirly well establiched and known the Mexicane and Caucasisne in the Larimer
District began trading at these businesses, firet out of curiosity and
gradually through the growth of a better working relationship and understanding :
betwoen the Japanese and the non~Jepanese groups. Thie trend eecems to be

eontinuing in a greater degree.
Of course, there are some execeptions as the Japanese food manufacturers

and the fapxassa retall estores which deal exclusively in Japanese food products.
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2. Business Prospects: (continued)

The Japanese food meanufacturing and wholesale distributing firms, of

- which there are 35, are not completely dependent on Denver trade. Ae a matter
#Mn;oo;mrmulﬂy dependent on the trade they carry on with
Japanese out of the state, ae Chioago, New York city, Los Angdles, and Hawaii.
They poee an enmtirely different problem from most of the other Japanese-operated
businesses which are completely dependent on Jenver trade, either with

Japanese or non-Japanese or bothe.

Mﬁ: of the Japanese business pooplom trying to Q.um-a
their respestive businesses on a firmer footing madx by making various im-
iaromntc and by oxp‘nndlng their volume of trade, especially among non-

Japanese. lany of these pooph'm conseious of the fact thet if and when

the eveoueds leave the city in large mmbers they will sithax have to kaxe meintain
a non-Japanese clientele in order to continue businees, otherwise they will

be foreed to elose down their bueinesses. Some have already achieved success

along this line, nnd/‘::’rutm prospects afxkhzax will not be affected by

the departure of the evacuees.

Some have invested considerable sume of money in their respective busineseses
and are frantically meking every effort to make up their investments, especially
during the present pericd of eomparative prosperity. Many of these people will

at the end of this period
be foreed to operate their businesses inDenver for a few years, and/some will
find their economie future rooted in this community for years to come.

'M of Japanese huinlno.u are ulnﬁuly new in terms of longevity. 3
New onees hmve oropped up steadily. Right now there is nw' jewelry oho’ being
opemed. A kibel is surveying the possibilities of operating a ’énu lot.

If a non-Japanese clientele can be secured there is no need to fear that a
saturation point has been reached with respect to the mumber of Japanese-operated

businesses ie obuumd.
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2: 3usinese Prospects (continued)
The erucial test that Japansse businesses, being gxxmamst operated on a

lo'u term basie, will have to face scomer or later is that over clientele.
Those businesses which have an inereasingly large number of &mpx non-Japanese
trade and which are not dependent on the Japanese will have a much healthier
chanee to survive than those businesses which cater to the Japanese mainly.
This does not mean that businesses catering to a large Jmlu'c ¢lientele
will be certain to go by the wayside, for it is believed that a good segment
of the Japanese ‘mhuoa will comtinue to remain in Denver for some time
to come, and their kuzinm trade can be counted on. However, because &% no
one knows how many will leave and wpon thie will take pl.;u. from a sound
businese standpoint it would seem that reliance on a non-annpu trade would
be muehiviser.

Some of the businessmen and non-businessmen feel very pessimistic
about the present and future of Japanese businesses. They feel that Lxmim
volume of trade has dropped sonsiderably and they fear that it will gontinue
to dropf further. This is partially true, when the esituation is viewed from

anst and 1945

their standpoint. During 1943/ 1944, mmdx3Ph§ the food factories and whole-
sale distributore made tremendous profite as they had a large trade with
relocation centers and Hawgii. During the same period restaurants and
food stores enjoyed their bigsest profit years, as evacuecs flocked inte
the eity and the state. The samé holds true of many of the other Jepansee~
operated businesses. B8ince late 1945 and on throuzh early 1946 thousands
of evacuees leftih the eity and the farms of Colorado. This affected those
businssses whio!n catered largely to the Japansee. The food factories mdd
vholesale distributors lost their flourishing trade with the relocation
centers ae the senters were all closed by the end of 1946. However, this
wae somevhat offeset by the trade that was picked up in areas that evacuees
resettled as Los Angeles, nalouio. ete.

L
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mcnnlhnuthndthouhtumuaofprmth-‘umn
most of the businesses
now as it was during the prosperous war years,/kkay are still operating at
a fair profit. Vhat these peseimists fear is not so much the present as the
future. m The feod processors and wholesalers are fearful of the
oupoti.tl.on that will arise as ma food factories and wholesale firms become
established on the Westf Coast and in the East. And they are fearful of the
opening of trade mk between United States and Japan when the superior food
producte from Japan will forge them out of business.
pesstmistic

Some of the/businessmen who ds tradefd largely n:lth/loul populace have been

xxm affected by a drop in their volume of business, and they attributed this

a trend .
to the departure of the evacuees f£xmm to the West Coast,/which they feel will

continue indefinitely. '

On the other hand there are & good mmber of Japanese businessmen who
are optimistic about preeent and future pro.poitl- A young nisei pharmacist
who %= has been operating a drug store for the past six months only in the
Larimer District is determined to make a go of his bueiness and indicated
that he is definitely etaying in Denver for at least ten years. lie has a
large Mexican trade, a good size Japanese and Caucasian trade, and a few
Hegroes. A young nisei photographer, who operates a photo studio mwkakis
in the better business distriect, is completely oblivious to the Japanese
populace, having an exclusive trade with the better class of Caucasians.

He BAss been very successful, financially and otherwise, and is very optimis-
tic about his future, which he feels is in Denver. There are many other
Japanese businessmen who have mdde or are making a successful economic

adjustment like the two nisei.



Pe 23

‘ s P 1 (continued)

¥hat predictions can be made about Japanese-operated businesses in
general. Two factors which have an important bearing on the future are
elientele and logation.sf The matter of clientele has been quite thoroughly
discussed. With regardf to location those businesses which are situated in
the better business distriet, outeide the Larimer District, are faring and -
will continue to fure much better than these in the Larimer Distriet. A
gifferences in location aleo meansx a difference in clientele. Onlyy about
104 of the Japanese businesses are believed to be located outside the
Larimer District.

As pointed out earlier it ie not the fault of the Japanese that they
have established businesses in the Latimer District. The distriminkbeyy
practices of the eity Polise Department and the realtors have been largely
responsible for this.

For the businesses dealing i:oluninly in Japanese food pi-odum as
thaxkhs some factories, wholesale and retail firms, and restaurants, the
future does not seem too bright, although they will continue to enjoy some
sucoess for about a year or so. In general the future of other types of
busineeses, as cleaners and launderers, auto service, barbers and beauticians,
jewelers, photographers, radio servicers, ete. appears to be fairly good

for some years to come.
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4. Renge of Occupatione:

In general the types of occupations the Japanese are engaged in vary
from the managerial, professional, and skilled worker on one hand to the
unskilled and common labor om the other. Aside from the established business
operators and professional people, many have shifted from job to job xmxx over
a relatively short period of time. The claseief example is a young kibei
bachelor, who voluntarily evacuated from Oalifornia and has maxksdximxaxex
changed jobs/BERS e domen times wxkxfmuxyar beSwesn Demver and Ohicago
~ over the past four years, not to mention a year of baking school that he
had during this period. Jie worked as cook in various restaurants, baker
at a couple of bakeries, xm presser at a clothes cleaning firm, produce
shed worker, worker at a firm manufacturing Ohristmas ormaments, and currently
is working x» at & lumber yard. He ie presently thinking very seriously
about returning to work as a baker and probably establish himself in Texas.
During one week in Denver recently hom‘in three different types of work
at three different pleces. Prior to the war he was & gardener. He is
probably an extreme example of a good number of nisei and kibei who have
acquired this skifkizsx shifting nature ever since the war and the evacuation.
0f course, there are various reasons, scme idosyncratie, for this shifting
from job togm job and place to plaoce, huf‘&w:ﬂ: ‘shall be omitted for the
present.

Ae stated early in the report Denver Xfmxmkilk and the rural farm areas
of the state are are clouiy related.in many ways. During the winter monthe
when farming il not possible due to the weather, many of the idle farmers
come %o Denver to either work or spend a vacation. Thie is especially true
of many of the Japanese farm laborers. That is oné reason why Denver's
Japsmese popul@ddon is very fluid, aside from the departure of evecuses to
the West Coast.
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A, Range of Occupations; (continued)

Even during the summer monthe or farming season Japanese farmers and farm
Murl. especially those living qithl; 8 30 miles radius from the eity,
floek into Denver freqeamtly for reereational, entertainment, or other
puUrposes.

There are no known up~to-date statistics on the ocoupational breakdown
of the Japanese population in Denver. Only estimatee can be made.

Piret ve mist beer in ind the puptbibiatestey of the Denver
Japanese population. Of the estimated total of 3,000, it is eestimated that
20% or $00 m}L yeare of age or below and therefore can be clagsified as
non-employables. S£xthx 1'::_ 807/employables include housewives and mothers and

/::: :;‘or may not be employable due to various ressons. However, many
wives and mothers and even the aged are working in various capacities
either as paid employees in a private firm, or as a non-paid employee in
a family operated business. ?W« the total population, or/m. (=
probably constitute the nom-employed housewives chtegory. Thie leaves the
total number of employables to a rough figure of 2288x 2190.

There are 258 individual Japanese mtm.:ﬁ‘.‘/‘ﬂ'.g'&.‘!. from one
individual, as in the case of barber shops, to 12 individuale, as in the
case of some food factories, mxmxmmpkmymi These include the owner and
operator of the businesemn as well ae the family member help Where they
exist. The employees at all theese businesses are strietly Japanese.
Allotting a sonservative figure of five as the average number sfxmmpisyaxs
employed at any one Japanese business firm, it would appear that 1290
qu are dependent on Japanese businesses for their livelihoed.

This would lamve about 900 abde-bodied Japanese who are 18 yeares or
over and are employable. Of this about 200 are full-time students, either
at high sehool, Denver Univefsity, nursing school, or some other school.
Another 100 can be claseified ae unemployed. The unemployed inelude many
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4. Range of Ocoupation: (eomtinued)

war veterans, whe are very unsettled as to what they want to do, chick-sexers,
who are enjoying an off-season vacation st present, and othu"n who are muu
for job openings. . '

This would leave 600 individuals who are working in various occuphiions
as employeesf of mn-.hpmn. firme. Instead of attempting a finx breakdown
of thé occuphtions held by the 600, some of the more important plases of types
employment will be described briefly, while others will be mentioned only.
sholesale Produce firms and Shed Work:

Thie past season it ie estimated that close to 175, mainly mks male nisei,
were employed in the various produce firms and sheds, which total about 60
r?r the eity. The work at these plages oo:u_iﬂ.- mainly of packing vegetables
brought in by farmers mdlm them on to railroad cars which ship them
out of ot;to. It ie strictly menual labor. The pay averages between T3¢
and 80¢ per hour. The regular work week econsists of about 48 hours, but
during the height of the farm season there is overtime for which time-and-
a~half is paid. The average weekly pay ie kmtwsan around $38.00 without
overtime. With overtime the pxg weekly pay has gone as high as §50.00 to
$60.00 for msome nieei. Thie workf is largely seasonal, beginning in June
and ending about November. However, many nisei have been working year-round
at the various firms. Elmer Hartner Ppoduce Oompany is ome of the largest
produce firms, and SExSExpepsxsxdxtixt he has employed more nisei than any
other produee firmd During‘tbe war years it is reportdd that he alone
hired over 100 nisei. During the winter months when farms are not operating,
Hartner operates a seed company and continues to hire a number of nisei.

Nisei girle who are employed in produce firme usually are office olerks
or stenographers.
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Mholesale Produce firms snd ghed Work: (eontinued)

It ie reported that during the war years there were as many as 500
3 as Hartner,

nisel working for the various firme in one season, and thet in many firme/
‘the employees weres exclusively nisei. Since last year there has hebn 2
tremendous drop in nisei produce employees. From all indications the nisei
made a very favorable impreseion on their Caucasian employers.

The attitude of mimaxxREWknkmxmask of the nisei fellows now employed
in produce firms toward their work is one of diedain. uw;:; doingsk this
work mainly because it provides them with some ineome. One nieei who is
still working in one of the produce firms described his work as "Wastey time."
Many are seriously thinking of branching out into some other type of work
or even going into x business of their own.
Toners Ine.:

Throughout the war years and up to thepresent Toners Inc. has hired

. and iseei '
nisei help. There are 25 nisei/employed now, mostsf of whom are gixis.women.
They wmxk grade and pack egge which are distributed throughout the eity.
The wage is believed to be o.bou.t T70¢ or 75¢ an hour, andthe regular work
wesk consists of 48 hours. Relationship between the Japanese employees
and other employees and the employer seems to be very good.
8e des

It is believed thAt there are about 50 girls who are employed in the
various caucasian homes as full-time maide. The wages rangs from $80.00
to $125.00 per month, and this includes room and board. During the height
of the resettlement program there were considerable more nisel girls working
as house maids. It provided the young nisei girls a place to live and board,
and the pay was good. The present wage scale is considerably high in compari-
son to the standard wage scale of Denver. A mumber of nisei girls have quit

working as house mu& either to leave for the West Coast or to aceept
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House Maids: (continued)
other types of employment. The girls are all single and relatively young.

Some are living in Denver all alone, their families either back on the
‘West Coast, in the Zast, or elsewhere in Colorado. -
Garment Factories:

It is reported that during the war years there were as many as 50
nieel and iesel, mainly women, who worked in various garment factories.
The pay wae very good at that time. Recently there was pay cut and & con=
siderable number of thl. nisel and issel haxm quit their jobe. It is not
known how many are still working, nor what they o.nm in wages.

er Sottling Co 8

Beginning early in Octcber, 1946, the Denver Bottling Company hired
15 nisei and issel women. The Company bottles smd Retchup. The pay is
about j51. per week for a A8<hour work week. Up untll October the work
oerew was entirely Caucasian, but for some nn;on the Caucasian crew wae
replaged by an all-Japanese crews The Caucasian is reported to be deeply
impreesed by the present Japanese worlun..

EPuritan Bakery:

It has been reported that there are about 15 Japanese working for
the Puritan Bakery firm. Thie needs to be checked further.

her e8 0 1 nt:

There 18 a wide range of other types of employment. Bumnell Manufactur-
ing Company which turns out children's toys employs five nieei boys. May
Company, a leading department store and currently under strike by ite regular
employees, recently hired about halff a dozen nisei girls in the drese altera-
tion department. A number of issei men and women have been working in
the verious leading hotels as stockroom clerk, janitors, dishwashers, ook,

or chambermaide. A number of issei and nisei men are working in the various
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8 of 1 1 (cnttinued)
A few

Paucasian restaurants as cooks, dishwashers,/or busboys. Smma/nisei girls
kxx are working as waitreeses in non-Japanese restaurants. One is the head
waitrese in a leading Chinese restaurants A few nisei fellows are working
in a lumber yard. One young nisei has been working as X-ray technician It-
Fizzimone General Hospital for some time now. A young iesei photogrepher
is working at one of thekm leading Cauecasian photo studio. A nisei war
veteran, who leoet one arm in combat ae a member of the famed 100th Battalion,
has been working as an election clerk for the past several months.

It is not known how many nisei eivil eervice workere there are, employed
either by the @ity, 8tate, or the Pederal Covernment. During the war with
the m;l.:::;:::- agencies established in Denver theee were a coneiderable
number of nisei employed by the Federal Covernment, but with these ggencies
cloeing down very few if any nisei are still employed xzxmmskxk in some other
Federal agency. The State and City eivil service aystems have ksmmm not been
too friendly toward minority groups. One part-tht;ouhn part-nieei is employed
as a road laborer by the city. PFurther check in this field of employment '
need to be made.

Previously it was stated that a number of nisei has acquired fhe a
habit of shifting from job to job. In two known cases it was not the fault
of the nisei. COne kibei began working for a newly established skii manufac=-
turing firm and was receiving over §1.00 an hour pay. After working a month
he was foredd to look for employment elsewhere, as the company went broke.

A nisei working for another newly established firm met the same experience.

A good number of nisel men and women are working in the hospitals in

ap

town in various capacities. Several nisei girls are working/eales clerks or

soda fountain worker at a number of Caucasian owned drug stores.
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Other Types of Zmploywent: (eontinued)

It 1.Anot known whether nisei or issei are employed as mu auto mechaniecs
or wachinists of one kind or another at any of the Caueasian firms.

it ie felt that aside from the Japanese-owned and operated husinesses,
very few nisei and issei have been able to secure relatively good jobe with
the better Caucasian business firms. However, bhose with ability, experience,
and initiative have made an ingress.

" Because of a lack of big factories of one kind or another, kh& as they

prevail in Chicago, ksxaxhusxdasa the field of employment hae been limited

4o the nisel and issei in that respett.
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iness
« Discriminato re @81
¢ - through the Poliee Dept.

Right through the war and up to the presentkkthe city gov_ormn\/hu
huan dieeriminated against the Japanese with respect i’.o the issuing of bueiness
licenes. The powerful Denver Unity Counecil has done much to combat the
diecriminatory policies and practices of the city government, Hany individmi
Japanese whs were assisted by the Council in securing the necessary license
to operate t'ma_inuu outeide the 18th and Curtis Streets boundary in which
lerimer Listrict is located. On February 18th, 1946, The Unity Couneil
petitioned the City Council to amend the prmax muniecipal code geverning
issuance of licenees so that City Manager of Safety will be prohibited from
diseriminating againet anyone because of "race, creed, color, national origin,
or ancestry". O(n that date the City Council called the 1-hmgor.of safety
to appear before the Council members, and the lanager of Safety admitted
that they hed disoriminated againet nisei and issei during the war, but that
henceforth the nisei and issei hmxx will be able toc secure business licence
to operate business in any part of the city. lise Louise Lvans, Encutlu‘-
Secretary of the Unity Council, stated, "Thie statement has yet to be tested,
but the City Council members felt that there was no need for the mams amendment
#fter the Manager of Safety had stated a policy of non-discrimination."

Captain O'Ucnnell of the Police Department ie patticularly prejudiced
and only recently told iin Yasul, lawyer and JACL representative, that
"The policy of the Folice Uepartment is not to isswm business licence to any
Japanese." .

Despite prejudice and discrimination on the part of certain city offleciale,
a number of nisei have been successaful in uouri:ig the necessary license to
operate businese outeide the 18th and Curtis boundary. George latsumonji, who
hae been operating a grocery store ever since 19435, was denied the license at

first, but with the backing of the Unity Counecil he secured it the second tihme.
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2: liseriminatory jusinees and Employment Practices: (eontinued)

With regard to diserininatory employment practices there has not been
any regent incldents involving issel or nisei. Thés ie mainly because nisei
hnd issel have learned what iypoa of job and places of ¥mployment in town
are taboo to thems For example, one of the jobs that are taboo to the nised
or issei women xxEx¥suns¥z 1s working as & counter salees clerk at any of the
big department stores. A nisei girl who informed that several nisei girls
were hired by the May Company, now under strike, s in the dress alteration
department stated, "They (department stores in genersl) hire nisei girle
to do mexk that kind of work, but I don't seec why they don't hire us nised
as sales clerk. I guess they think thgt customers will be scared away hy
‘seeing Jepanese facee behind the counter. lleck, we can do just as well as
any of the hakujin sales clerk."

Over a year ago, !in Yasul and Joe Masacka, two top JACL leaders,
attempted to orash the lontgomery Vard's practice of diseriminating th againet

the nisel and went together to the Ward etore and inquired about securing '
employment. Min Yasui staiad, "They wouldn't hire ue, even ae dishwashers."
Montgomery Vard still refuses to hire any Jepanese.

Althoﬁgh public aentimlntdgz}nit. b.ttz{ngu:uring the viecious hate
ilmpnign condueted by the Denver Post about two or three years ago, there is
still a good amount of prejudice among the big Caucasian busimees firme with
respect to the hiring of nleei. '
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1l. RETURN 70 THE WEST QOAST :

Next to economic adjustment the most important problem facing most of the
Japanese in Demver is that of whether to return to the Vest Goast, and if eo,
when and how? This is the question that is constantly in the minds of many
pempiz ovacuees who are anxious to return. It ie the question that annoys
many evacuees, vho have made up their minde to remain in Denver, as well as the
native Japanese, who scorn the "the sun~kissed Californians who thinkfd so
much of California and who believe it is the only place there is to live."

Reams of paper can be written on this particular subject, but for the
present the issue will be discussed very briefly.

It is difficult to prediet how many will remain and how many will return
to the Weet Coast, as khere are many & number of unforeseeable or uncontrollable

most of the
factors, as the depression for example, and further as/the evacuees themselves
do not know what the future holds for them. However, like the weatherman who

roughly
can be wrong, let us divide the group/into the following categories:

One=-third (ﬂ) will remain in Denver indefinitely, or permanently.

One-third (Im) will remain in Denver for at least 2 to 3 years, and
many of these people will probably comtinue to reside in
. the eity after that period.

One-third (M) will probably leave for the West Coast within the
next yamr or two.

ghe Reminiscent of the gold rush era of the 19th century, kkm hundrede
from Denver and rural Oolorado

upon hundreds of evacuecs/rushed back to California in late 1945 and early
1946. During the mug wild seramble back, many evacuess who had nothing to'
go back to were engulfed in the tide and many native Japanese were ewept into
the epidemic. Two factors which were influential in creating this panie
were: 1) to take advantage of the free transportation offerssd of WRA, which
offer was to terminate in March, 1946; and 2) Emotional attachment to their
former place of residence, a feeling which was accentuated over the period

of the war years during which they were confined in relocation centers or
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‘pnhlbttu by law to return to the West Coabt.

This The mad rush SKSR is definitely over, although since then a number
of evacuees have been trickling back steadily. It has left a deep psychological
effect on the remaining evacuee population. Many who are anxious to return
are u,nu plans more cautiously. They are largely the "opportunists® who
are waiting anxiously for some kind of opening, either business or job.

These people belong to the ome-third group who will probably lemve for the
Coast within the next year or two.

All sorts of storiessabout the returned evacuees eirculate among the
people here. GSome are good, but mostly it is bad. Stories of returneds
living in trailer campe, difficulty in finding a house, sky-rocketting cost
of living, high prices for cnrytlnng:;‘:oor farm conditions have all tended
to make a large number of evagcuees who are anxious to return prefer to linger
a little while longer in Denver where they are meaking a satisfactory living.
These people belong to the one~third group who will remain in Denver probably
for two or three years and possibly even permanently. Somef of theee people
have good businesses or jobs and feel they can do just as good here as they
can on the Coast. Some are even thinking of going East where they feel
economiec opportunities are better for the Japanese.

Thon?:h- final one-third group, who probably will ﬂmt;i in Denver on
a pc@nt basis, many have established promising businesses or have located
good jobe. Many huve come to like Denver immensely as a place to live. Some
like the dry cold climate. Some like the fiehing and hunting opportunities
in the mountaine of Colorado. Many of these people, nisei and issei alike,
have become very conscious of the ill-effectes of re-formation of prominent

"Little Tokyos" in California and feel that dispersal away fromthe West Coast

is pe much wiser fuxxihx in terms of the future of the nisei and their cohildren.
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One thing is certain. There will not be lnotl;ir stampeding out of
Denver to get back to the vwest bout. A small number has trlcklc'd back
in the recent past. Those who xakuxn are very desirous of returning will
.do so only after laying careful plans. There is a good deal of 'ntoh!'ul
waiting" among those who are planning to leave within a year or two, watehing
and waiting to see how the early returnees will make out and - the econonie
siiunkisn trend continues here in Denver and #n the West Coast. Los Angelees
is the center of attraction, and most of those whc returnss will go there.

The Eaet is a little far away from the Coast to suit most people who
are watehing the California "weathercoock". However, the younger nisei, who
have had a taste of the East, and who are interested in entering echool or
getting into certain skilled jobs, xxm have one eye cast on the East,
especially Chicago and New York city.

Probably the remaining issei are little more settled thankk the nisei
with respect to the question of returning. Age and the fact that they have
become fairly established here, plus unfavorable stories of mxa conditione
previdiling in California, have made the issei prefer to stay where they
are flor at least a few more years, if not indefinitely. lany of the nisei,
some just out of the army, are x«Xstizalyxunzstiied undecided about their
future gnd consequently rather unsettled. A nieei Chrietian minister and the
x nieei Buddhist priest both complained that the nisei of their respective
groups are psjohologically unsettled and this has caused the nisei to turn
away from church rupor;ubnltiu and become very imm irregulsr members.

Both indicated that the nisei were living in & "temporary vacuum" in Denver.
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AV, HOUSING ADJUSTMENT

It is superfluous to merely say that housing is one of the major problems

faecing Japanese in Denver, for housing is a major natiomal problem. However,

it would seem pertinent to deseribe the type of housing adjustment the

Japangse in Denver have made. In general, the people have made a fairly

satiefactory adjustment. Many have bought homes, some excellent ones and

others fair, while a good number are living in apartment houses and hotels.

1. g6 Reside Distri 3

There are three major residential districte LXhmk in which Japanese are

living in large numbers. They are: (see map)

1)

2)

3)

Larimer Distriet in which the Japaneee businesees are located in
large numbers. Practically all the hotels and most of the apartment
houses in which Japanese are living are found in this district.

Northeast of Larimer District. Thie area adjoine the Larimer Distriet
but it extadds about a mile northeastward. Here many Japanese families
h t kamsn detached homes. Thie is still largely a Mexican

an eian xmssnkixk residential distriet, and the Japanese are
uu% among them. The houges are mkd very old. Some apartment houses
are found here, but no hotels.

Northwest Denver. This is located northwest of Larimer District,
agcross the FPlatte Adver. It ie ik definitely the best of the three
resideptial dietricte. Numyxixpummsx The houses are newer and there

is moré/a kmmmxx residential atwmosphere in this area. Many Italians
live here. Comsiderable number of the more successful Japanese
businees and profeseional people have bought homes here. They are
widely scattered mbout in this wide axmmx residential dietriect.

Japanese are found living in various pmpte of the city, a few in the

better residential district, but they are so widely scattered and eo few

in number that there is no other area which has any semblance of a Japanese

residential dietriet.

The three residential distriocts listed above have in arranged in order

from the poorer to the better mmmkian distriets, with Larimer Listrict being

»
the poorest, Northeast Larimer being fair, and Northwest Denver being the best.
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o8 strict:

Thie is the area where hotels, rooming houses, and apartments are found
in abundange. Although some of the hotels and apartments are fairly nice
in moet respects, a large number are old and lacking in facilities and conve-
_ niences. % A few are dilapidated and coal stove in the ha ppartmente supply
the heat. A few mmmishaiukX partial-spartmente have a gas stove, which serve
W as well as cooking purpose, as there is no regular heating
system, and there is a iuk of sink or basin and bathroom in the individual
apartment. In most of the hotels and apartments there is usually one batghroom
to a floor. Hotel and apartment rental in this dietrict is very cheap. .
Hotel room rental range from §5.00 per week to §10.00, the average being about
$5.00 per week. The average rental for full-size apartments is a little more
than the hotel rate, but not very much more.

The bulk of m bachelor mal® and female of the Denver Japansee popula=-
tion live in this district. Also many emall family unite, umny_eouplu,
3ix are found here. Many of the families operating bueinesses live here also,
usually living in the rear of the store.

From all aspects this is a bad dietriot for families with young children
to be living. The roome :ﬁd apartments are erowded, and there is no play-
ground for the children. Consequently many play in the dark hallways, in

the stores, or on the streets.
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Lsb. Northeast Distrist:
a
Aside from Larimer Distriet, the Northeast District is/relétively dense

Japanese residential distiict. Many Japanese families have bought homes
here. There are a number of apartment houses, but not very many. The
Japanese are living among Hexican and poorer white families. The houses
are very old, and most of the homes kxxx lack a regular heating system and
have a large eﬁnl stove which keeps the wvarious roome heated.

Despite some undesirable features mfxkxksxxask in the homes, this distriet
is far more desirable than the Larimer District. The Xsxkzxmaxami Japanese
seem to get along with the Mexicams and the Caucasiane, although there is

very little vieiting between the Japanese and the othere.

l.a. Northwe st [

This district compares well with most of the better white residential
districts in the eity. The homes are relat¥vely new, very substantiasl,
fairly spacious, and have nice front lawns plus a deep backyard which mmmx
many use to grow a victory garden. The more successful Japanese business
and professiomal people have bought homee here. A mksleading nisei hair
stylist bought a nice brick home, paying §5500 in 1943. This house is
valued much more than that now here in Denver. It could probably sell for
$12,000 if it were in Washington, D.C.

There are quite & number of Japanese families living in this distriet,
although the total number is much less than either of the other two districts.

Many Italians live in thie distriet, and from all indications the

anuuic seem to be getting along fine with them.
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Ag pointed out earlier the realtors, working hand in glove with the
FPolice Departuent, have refused to sell to Japanese any house or buytmiu
establishment that is loecated outside the 18th and Curtie confinement.
A number of Japanese, however, have been successful in finding homes and
business~home combination in the better sestione of town by by-passing the
realtors and transacting the purchase or lease direetly with the Caucasian
owner.

Many community orgahizations as the Denver Unity Couneil, churches,
JACL, and others, as well as symphthetic Caucasians have given the Japanese
much assistanee in this respect.

Often times it is not only the realtors or the Police Department, but
the Caucasian residents of a particular area inte which a Japanese family
desires to ssttle who are prejudiced and diseriminatory. The prize example
of thie is the Frank Yama case. Whe story can be told briefly. Frank Yama
is a part-caucmsian part-nisei war veteran, whose wother is Caucasian and
father Japanese. Th!:r purchased a very nice home in the better residential
distriet from the Caucasian owner, paying something like §17,000. A few
of the residents of that area begcame aroused and circulated a petition
among the Caucasian residents which stated they"didn't want any Jape" in
their distriet. A threatening letter was sent to Frank Yama uu? the petition
signed by about 38 Caucasian familfes. The Denver Unity Council, the JACL,
and the Fellowship of Heconcildation (Pacificist group) came to the rescue
of Frank Yama. The FOR sent several of ite members to vieit each of the 58
Caucasian families that signed the petition against Yama. They attempted to -
reason with the various .Muu and were succeseful in influencing over a
third to withdraw thoir names from the petition. A third nn.iudirﬁnnt.
while a third remained hostile. JACL threatened law suit 1f Yama was physically
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denied entrance intoc the home that he had purchased. Shortly Yama and
bhis faumily moved into their new home without any ineident. The Yamas have
been living in their new home pcnol.!'uny ever singe. ‘

Another diseriminSiory housing practice is the restrictive covenant,
which is a written agreement by residents of a block or an area not lto sell,
leasy, or rent their own respective homes to any non-Caucasian. These
covenants are fairly widespread throughout the city. Often times these
covenants axk date hask generations back, and the children who inherit the
property merely perpetuate the sgreement. GSometimes 2u the restrictions

-are written into property deeds and are perpetuated that way.
Various civic organizations, as the Denver Unity Council, Fellowship

of Reconeiliation, social memixk agencies, and churches are trying to combat
the diseriminetory restrictive covenants as well as other discrimimatory

‘housing practices.



B4 40

Y. SCCIAL ADJUSTMENT
As_JAPANESE ORGANIZATIONSS

ge Ameriecan Qi ' League

Prior to t,ﬁo war there existed a JACL organization in Denver,but it
was relatively insctive. During the war Joe Masaoka established a JACL
office in Denver and for a number of years until a yemr ago attempted
to reactivate the local chapter. It is believedik that during Joe Masacka's
stay here he wae not very successful in soliciting any sizable membership
among the nisei, although he was very active in pushingthe nisei cause in
the community. Early this year (1946) Hin Yasuli succeeded Joe lasaoka
as JAQL representative in Denver. Yasul's official position is two: one
as & paid JACL Pri-State Representative, and second as Viret Vice-Fresident
of the Denver JACL chapter. Denver is the headquarters for the three states,
Colorado, Wyoming, and Nebraska, and thie area is called Tri-State.

The total membership of the Denver chapter ie currently around $50.
Thie is claimed to be the largest unbc_nhip of any chapter in the United
States. A good segment of the loeal -nbrrohip is drawn from the nearby
farm areas, as Brighton which is about 25 miles north of Denver.

Dr. Tekashi Mayeda, popular nisei dentist who has a large Caucasian
trade, is t:r;;.r::lhat. of the loeal JACL. There are four reguler meetinge
during the year, but there are a number of other meetings in between as
cabinet meetinge, epecial meetings, and speciml evente as carinivale, dances,
and parties.

From a standpoint of member-participation and member-interest the
organization is very weak. There is excellent leadership in the person
of Min Yasui, but he is carrying on too much of the lud'. There are a number
of prominent nisei businessmen and professional men who Mﬁmnchl con-
tributions and lend some assistance, but they cannot be depended on regularly
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1. Japanese Auerican Citigens' League: (eontinued)

There seemsto be too meny "off again en sgain" leaders, and too few
leaders ‘who can be #epended un regularly. O(ne reascn is that the leaders
solicitefiag are either too burden with other perscnal obligations or are
siuply not very interested. There seem to be a wide chasm between the
supposedly leaders and the membership. Cne reason for this is due to economic
and social class differences between the two. Meetings are about the only
time that the members get together with the leaders. Generally speaking,
there is a great deal of apathy among the members, which is due to various

undoubtedly
reasons. One ie/due to the unsettledness among the evacuees. Another is
general indifference among the people, not only Japanese, toward anything
having an intellectual Xamxk flavor, as discussion of political issues or
nh_li problems. Anoth:;;:nw be due to the faet that sc much of the-
organization's activities mmi are carried on at the top level that many
of the members have adopted the attitude of "Ch, let John do it." It would
scem that if more responaibility were delegated to the lesser-lites among
the nisei members, their interest may be aroused.

Among members and non-members, including the issei, there is &n in-
creasing feeling that the ;IACL is advaneing the cause of the nisei and ﬁnﬁ.
end that in general it ie a nort.hl-thno organization. There is, unquestionably,
some resentment harbored by some people, but this feeling is inecreasingly
diminishing.

local y

Viewing the/organization from the outside it appears that it has been
doing a great deal to assist the Japanese in various ways, especially _u
amelirating relations between the Japanese and the larger community. Many
projects undertaken by the JACL representative, practically single-handedly,
are unknowa to the mase of the Japanese. These behind-the-scenes activitieces

are produeing or will produce inmtangible results which will benefit the
Japanese as a whole.
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1. Japanese American Oitisens' League; (sontimued)
Many of non-member nisei are not hostile toward the JACL, but there is
among them

a tendency/to shy away from any degregated Japanese organization, even though
they agree that it may be beneficial to all the Japanese. Many of the nisei
war veterans seem to hold this view.
The loeal JACL representative and obher top JACL leaders have reiterated
that the JACL is trying to work itself out of a job as soon as poesible. If
actively
people can be made to realize this, probably more will/support the organiza-

tion.
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(NOTE: Because of limited time the balence of the report will ms ommitted
for the present. The section headings will be given, however.)

2. Christian Church Groupe:

a) California Street Community Methodist Church (iuﬂ. & nizei)
b) Brotherhood House Fellowship (nisei) p
¢) Seventh Day Adventist (Hev. Asco) (nisei)

d) The Denver Christian Center and Baptist Church of the
Open Door. (misei)

%+ Denver 3uddhist Churech.
(1esei and nisei)

4. Y.W.C.A. Nisei Public Affairs Discussion Group and Thursday
fiight Dance Group.

e ree, W&:ﬁ

Be NISEI RECREATION AND ENTERTAINMENTs
1. Baseball teame and t.ourﬁunt..
2. Basketball teams and tournament.
P« Bowling:
a) toaus, league, xmixxm etc.
4. Golfing --tournament
5« Nieei Women's Athletie Association
a) 70 members, about 7 teams.
b) Stage bx softball and baseball tournaments, ae well as
etherd activities.
6+ FPool Halle and gambling.
6a. Daneing.
T+ Movies.
8. Pishing end Humting
O+ Iseei Reoreation AND ENTERTAINMENT
1. u.hi“
2. Pool Halle & gambling
5+ Japmnese movies twice a month.

4. Goh, Japanese cards, Japanese music.
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D+ OUTGRCUP RELATIONSHIP
1. Relationship between Japanese and lepger Community.
a) Diseriminatory practices (ams Elitoh Gardens)
2x b) Community organizations aseisting the Japanese as:
1) Denver Unity Couneil
2) FOR
3) Church groups
4) ete.
2. Relationship between Japenese and other minority groups:
a) Mexicans
b) Negroes
¢) lmter-ragial groupe
5. Denver Post and Rooky Mt. Hewe

E. OVERALL ANALYSIS OF SOCIAL ADJUSTMENT MADE BY THE JAPANESE.

V1. CONCLUSIONS AND RECCMMENDABIONS

(Appendix to include a brief case study on a nisei, kibei, and an issei,
plus an average family. This is a possibility.)
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ROCKY FORD COMMUNITY 12 Nov 46
visit with Rev, & Mrs, Sakamoto T, Yatsushire 4137

The bus was sche'uled to leave Denver at 1:00 p,m. today,
but it was 2:00 p.m., when it left Denver. After a long five hour
ride I arrive’ in Roeky Ford, a l1littlec after 7:00 Pem, Some time
was spent getting dinner and a room at one of the fmw three hotels

in town. Following this I visited Rev. Sakamoto, whocame after

me at the hotel, at his home where I met Mrs. Sakamotﬁ also,

Rev. and Mrs, S, live in a very nice home in a nice section
of town. For many years the house was owned and used by the
Baptist Mission, but recently lr, Ushiyama, a native issel farmer
and a ardent Christian, bought the house withthe provision that
it 1s to be rented xm only to7h1a91 Christian minister who is
assigned to work in this region, The rent is very cheap, the
S. paylng $25, per month to kr, Ushiyama,

Rev. and Wps, S, have been married for about two years now,
and they heve a 7 month old daughter.

fdev., S. 1s techniecally an i1ssei, but at present he 1s
serving as the nisel churchforker, getting paid by the Baptist
ilssion., They use the local Baptist Church for nisei gatherings,

He is about 35 years or‘ago. He got his undergraduate work
at the U, ofRedlands, California, and did his seminary service
at Eiliff Seminary, Denver University. Immediately following the
outbresk of the war he was interned by the FBI on grounds that he
had a Japanese flag in his pos session, He was relaased from internm
ment after a year or so and came direct to Denver, where he attended

the £111f Seminary,
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) - . .eky Ford, So, Golo
ROCKY FORD COMRUNITY : 12 Nov 46
via Rev., 8Sakamoto T, Yatsushiro

krs, Sakamoto 1s a nisel evacuee of about 29 years of age.
Her parents and relatives are all infenver.

Both have been in Roeky Ford for little over a year,

Rev, S. speaks and understands English, but he speaks 1t
with a heavy accent,

I attempted to get an overall plecture of the & tuation in
Roeky Ford in visit with the S, this evening.
Hocky Ford:Ssxmwmikyx Fopulation:
. There &me about 5,000 people in the entire ecommnity, Of this
about 175 are Jaspanese, Of the Japenese population, about half
are evacuees,
Jap anese Businesses:

Rev, S, informed that there were a few Japenese operated
businesse: intown, as follows:

2 service stations (evacuee operators)

1 beauty shop

1l chop suey restaurant

1l seed distributor

Three businesses closed down very recently. They were:

1 seawee’ (noriya) factory

1l restaurant --c¢closed last month

1l hotel ~--closed last week,

These businesses that closed down were operated by evacuees
who a%gfx%pﬁho have left Rocky Ford to return to California,

Aside frombusire sses, one nisel 1s employe? /at kkhm the

town's Engllish newspaper plant as a typesetter,
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ROGKY FORD COMMUNITY &I 12 Nov 46
via Rev, Sakamoto T, Yatsushire
romin Ja e

Asked to name some of the prominent Japanese in the community

Rev, S, named the following:

l. Harada: a native issel & family; biggest farméperater
among Japanese in this locality; has 2,000 acres
under e:ftivation: ralses melons, lettuce, onions
and sugar beets mainly,

Strong Puddhist, so is family members,

2¢ Ushliyama: a native issei & family; very wealthy; owns
and operates about 350 to 400 aecres of farm land;
Growa melong, sugar beets, tomatoes, and onions.
Strong Chrictian; very Americanized,

3+ Yanari: evacuee issei; farms sbout 100 acres on cash rent

basis; also operates two fruilt stands.
Buddhi ﬂto

4, ﬁagamoto: native isgei; a seed distributor, and seed
farmer,

5. Taguehl: native lssel, operates a grocery estore,

These imx are some of the prominent Japanese in the commnity,.
ommuni t en n

Rev, 5, stated that the people of the commnity have been
very friendly to the Japanese as a whole, lie stated that the
following influential residents of the ecommnity have been
speclally friendly to the Japanese:
' l. Mr, North, Roeky Ford postmaster

2+ Ne, Mendihoe, president of Roeky Ford Bank

Se lr. Fuller, local echief of poliece

4. Dr, Blatz, physielan

5. Dr. Blatz, brother of above, end also physieian

€. Nr, Blatz, brother of above, businessmm

7. Mr, Blatz, brother of above, farmer,

8, Mr, Wils n, Superintendent of schools in Rocky Ford regicn,.

Rev, 2, stated that these émucasiansg helped the Japanese

in verious ways.
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Vs \ Roeky Ford, So. Colo,
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Commni'y Centiment: (econtinued)

iev, S. Informw d that there was only one major ineid:nt of
diseriminstion in the communitys. This happened in 1945 about the
time of the wads terminetion, A :jéataurant in town, which 1s
operated by either a caucasian or a Mexican, put up a sign reading
"No Japs Allowed". Thls caused a great deal of indignation among
-the logal Japanese residents,as well as many caucasians, Rev, S,
repar ted tha§7§:;::.goy Seouts and caucasian war veterans attempted
to tear down the sign infrotest. The town newspaper came out with
a strong editorial denouncing the restaurant owner for putting up
: such diseriminatory sign. Finslly a number of leading caucasian
| members of the comminity asked the police department to do somee

thing about the situation, The Polige Chief, through one of his

down
men, urged the restaurant operator to take/such a sign l!éﬂ‘iiiﬁt

out the Japanese for diserimination, The restaurant opera tor
finally condescended, but Rev. S, reported that he maw replaced

the 'sign, which was hung outside the door, with another sign
placed inside which read: "We reserve the right to serve our friends,"
Rev, 5, informed that during.tho ¥NmXx war,despite the diseriminatoy
sign, the nisel war veterans visited the rcutnurant and got serveds,

Another minor incident of prejudice wams involved Rev., Sakamoto,

About the time he was to oecupy his present house last year, a
neighbor named Hobinson and his wife mmemx objecte” to their coming
into this heretofore execlusively white distriect. Mr, Coons, who
originally owned the house and sold it to NrsUshiyama,(Rev, S.'s
landlord at present), developed a hostile attitude toward the
Robinsons for fiksix the lnttorfl antagonism toward Sakamoto,
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Community Sentiment: (continued)
Rev., 5, stated he was amused at Mr, Coons hostility toward the

- Robinson over him, as r, Coons' father was xmx not very friendly
toward the Japanese, In any case the Sakamotos moved into their
home. When Rev., S, came to plck me up at the hotel tonight, we
met Mr, Robinson, who came up to Rev. S, and tapped himf on the
shoulder like an old friend and surprised Rev. S, by inguiring
about the latter's family and in general aecting so friendly,

Mr. Robinson informed that his wife died the other week and 50
vacated his residence and 1s now living at the hotel,

The fact that many of the prominent residents of the ecommunlty,
as the président of the bank, postmaster, chief of pollce, school
suprintendent, doctors and businessmen (previously mentiomed), are
actively behind the Japanese In this gcommunity has done a lot
to ereate good community sentiment,

Iwo me=rby town reztricted to Japanese:

Hev. 5. informed that two towns, Manzanola and Fowler, which
are located about 20 miles north of Rocky Ford, nré strictly
reserved to the caucasians., The Japanese and Mexicans are atrietlj
forkidden to take up residence in these two communityes, The senti-
ment in these two places is very bad, agcording to Rev, S,

r a wley:

Ordway and Crawley are locate?! about 30 and 40 miles from
Hoecky Ford,respectively. HXmxxx®x They are generally grouped in
the Roeky Ford region. Rev. S. informed that many evaecuees have
settled in these two commnities. They are practically all farmers.

Hev, S, stated that the high schoolsat these places have a large
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%

Ordway and ﬂg!ﬂg: (eontinued)
Japanese student enrollment, and thet the school football and
basketball teams are dominated by nisei players,

Other towns along the Arkansss River Valley:

Rev, S5, stated that theré are Japanese in most of the towns
all along the Arksnsas River on until Granada near the Colorado-
Kansas state border and even beyond Granada. In general the
public sentiment has been fairly good, there being no major
ineident of diserimination, :
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Buddhist - Christisn conflicts

Among the native Japanese there was a serious rift between
the Christians and the Buddhist familles. The Haradas were one
of the leading Buddhirt fanllles that participsed in this split,
and the Ushiyemas were one of the leading Christian families on
the other =ide. Thls happened many years ago,and started xkihx
over Zks an argument concerning thé sponsorship nggapanan schools
At first there was one Japancse sehool, and gradually the Buddhist
formed their own Japasnese sehool to which only Buddhist children
were admltted., This split between the Christians and the Buddhist
originated in the samesmx man® r as that which took place in
Brighton, Northern Colorado. This ill-feeling among the Buddhists
and Christians pervade for many years after,and even s this day
thére is a bit of the old feeling prevalling. This fplit 1s not
prevalent among the evacuee families, Hov.IS. informed. Rev. 8,
stated,he ss an outsider and an evacuee, %= has had pleasant

relations with both the Buddhist and the Christians.
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-NATIVE ISSEI FARMER Las Animas, 30. Colo.
Tom Sakai T« Yatsushire
Together with my guide, Rev. Eizmo Sakemoto, I vieited the Tou Sakai
family in Las Animas, southern Colorado. As luck would hmwe it, Mr.Sakai
was not in, and consequently only a2 few minutes were spent with the other
members of the family. Ve had plans of visiting Granada this day, so we
made our visit with the Sakai brief. !rs. Sakail, an iesei woman of about
45 years of age, was home and very kimiky warmly welgomed us. -
Eamilys

Pather: Mr. 3; iesel; farmer

Mother: Mre. 8; isseijabout 45 years.

Children: 3 girls ) from about 25 years to 6 years age range.
2 boys ) ;

The youngest member of the famwily ie etill in the first grade in publie
school. The oldest, a daughter, is married and has a 4 month old btby-‘ Her
husband is a G] and now serving as oceoupation troop in Japan. The married
daughter and & 20 year old son xmm were at h&:mc at the uu; of the wisit.

Mreé. 5. ies a most gracious woman, having a charming persopality.
Farming: = ’

The Sakeis have been in Las Animas for many years now. FPrior to the
war they farmed over 1000 acres. Since the war they cut down their aéreage
and at present farme only 500 acres. This ecut in their acrcage was largely .
duo' to the labor shortages They have been share-cropping right along. They
have been flming_ rather succeesfully right along. This year the weather has
been bad, especially the past week duringwhich time over 5 feet of snow fell,
and consequently farming wasn't very good. However, they made a good deal -
on their melom (canteloupe) like most of the other farmers in this region
ald.\ They have 20 seres of luju beets still in the ground and is prevented
fronlhll'nﬂill‘ the beete due to the heavy snow on the ground. The snow will
probably be on the ground for eeveral weeke, and if cold weather continuee the

enow will freeze and probably destroy the heets.
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Farming: (continued)

Rev. Sakamoto informed that !r.Sakei is one of the more successful farmers,
being well adjusted and stable He continued:

"Mr. S.is an ideal farmer. le doeen't do very much work himself,

nor does his wife. I know some farmere who have their wives aad

even little children go out to work on the farms all day long. That's

hard on the women and children. usr. &+ hires workers who do moet of

the work on hie farm."

Mre. S. raises the usual orope found in this region, namely, ulom, onionse,
sugar beets, and few odd erops like bnm.

Social ustment :

Rev. Sakawmoto, as mentioned avove, etated ir. is wne of the well adjueted
individuale in the community. FHe ies very well respected among the Japanese
end the caucasians.

4r. and Mre. S. are Buddhiste, but their chil®en are Christians. Rev.
Sakamoto informed that Mr. Zakai domated §1,000 to the Buddhist church toward
the building of the huge temple in Denver. kr. Harada and Mr. Hiraki, two

big time
other/native farmers also donnod $1,000 toward the 3uddhiest churche.

kikexwanyx fankiisa
Although the parents are Buddhist nnd the Ekkintixx Ghildren Christians

tThe family seems to be enjoying good relationship. The married was rather
interested in the coming state-wide nisei Christian conference tc be held
in Denver just after Thanksgiving, Nov. 29,30, and Dec. 1.

Las Animas Japanese Population:
Mre. S. thought that there were about 3 evacuee families in Las Animas

and about 15 native families, or a total of 18 Japanese families. 35he stated

wany Japanese farmeres left this region.
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Tom Onode T. Yatsushiro

Before leaving for Granada this morning, Rev, Eizo Sakamoto,
my guide and chauffeur, stopped his car at Tom Onoda's service
statlion for e gener:;7:hock up. Tom was very busy working on
another cer, and consequently I didn't even get introduced to
him. (However,a fow deys later I met himfd at a meeting.) However,
I had achance to find out a good deal about Tom and the servige
statlion,

Tom, a nlsel of about 28 years of age, lived in Brawley, Cali-
fornia prior to evacuatlon, It 1s believed that his family farmed
in Brawley, He @ d hie family was evacuated to Poston, Arizona,
in 1942, During camp he was inbarge of the auto serviece seection,
and supervised a erew of auto mechanies, He ststed (this later),
"I trd ned a lot of nisel auto mechanics who left camp for the
East and got good paying Jobs., When I learned that they, who I
had personally tréned, were making over $100. a week in Chicago
and elsewhere inthe EZast, I sald '"Hell, I'm not golng to stick
around camp. 1'm golng out add make myself some money too,'"

In 1943 he left camp and resettled in Rocky Ford. He first
did farm labor.'but in 1944 he mamx went intothe service station
business, His fmmkkyx parents are living with him in Hoecky Ford.
He has married a native nisei girl, and consequently his ties
are rather closely tied to thiscommunity.

Buginess:

He has a fairly nice 3kx service gtation, which is located
young
in town. He has four/Mexicans working for him. His trade is

with Japanese, Caucasians, and Mexlcans, about equally divided.

Fromhll indications he is doing good business. In faet he 1is
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Business: (continued)

80 Blsy most of the time that hx his work:z piles up on him, Tom
stated.

Return to California:

Tom is not gertain whether he will eventually return to
California or not. FPor the present, and possibly for couple of
years, he thinks he will remain in Roecky Ford., Not only has he
made an investment in business, which will forece him to remain
here whether he likes it or not, but his marriage to a native
nisel girl operates as another factor againet returning,
Socisl Adjustments:

Tom 1z a very likable character and géts along with all
sorts of people véry well, He 1s guite intelligent, and has had
high school e‘ucation, Eecause of his business which attracts
a mixed-glientele, he has many friends among the Japanese, Kexicanx,
and Caucaslan groups., However, his real asscclates are nisel
fréénds, both native and evacuee. He gets along with the native
very well, e hls bosom pals being the Harada family boys.

The Haradas are the biggest native farm operators in this
ecommunl ty.

Tom is a m-mber of neither the Buddhist or Christian chureh,
Hor ever, he seems to lean toward Christianity.

Tom is a member of the loeal Chamber of Commerce, which I
thought was quite s honor. From this, it would appear that Tom
is a respected m 4 recognized member of the commmnity. Of course,
the community is relatively small, having a pre-war population of
5,000 only. Possibly because of the smallness of the community
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Soeial Adjustment: (continued)

Tom's aceceptmce into the 1 cal Chamber of Commerce was made
easier, Nevertheless, his membership in the orge ization, which
would be guite an honor say in Los Angeles, cannot be minimized,
Tom is not a war veteran.
From all indications Tom represents an evacuee nisei who has
made a very successful social amd economie adjustment in the

community.
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Rev. Sakamoto called a group of about 10 young nisei of thé community
over for a meeting at his residence tonight. The meeting was scheduled for
7130 pem., but Rev. Sakamoto and I had driven to Granada today and did not
arrive until about 8130 pem. The entire meeting lasted about 2 hours.

I spoke about half-an ~hour about the agjustment the nisei and issei are
making in the East, and the group quizzed me about certain aspeets of the
conditions in the East.

The group was made up of six girle and four boys, three of whoum were
evacuees. Most of the girls were in the 1B to 22 age group, while the boys
and one girl were in the late twenties. Among thoee present 1 remember were:

Sam Kewata, about 27 years; nisei, evacuee; married local girl

John Imotoj; about 28 years; nisei, evacuse; working on Mameda farm

and living with Mamedas who are natives.
Mre. Seda Fujisiiro: native nisei, formerly Miss Mameda,; married to
Hawaiian nisei Christian minister; about 29 years.

Miss Maweda: nisei about 18 years, native

Mises Mameda: nisei about 20 years, native

Mr. Mameda: nisei about 25 years, native

Nisei girl: eister of Sam Kawata; evacuee, about 18 years.

It was difficult to}m the entire group into a general discuseion,
mainly because of the preponderance of the younger nisei girls. The prineipal
participants in the discussion were: Mrs. Fujishire, Sem Kawata, and John
Imoto.

After I had made a brief talk on conditions in the East, and as I pre-
pared to plunge into a general discussion, John Imoto very abruptfly put me on
the defense by quizzing me on the purpose and usefulness of our study. He stated:

“What's the purpose of conducting studies of the Japanese people in

the US. I remember ever since the evacuation,all kinds of organiza-

tions have been mﬂ‘ studies of UB: secesscssens

I don't think it does any good. It only makes the Japanese more prominent

in the eyes of the people. 1 don't think we ought to talk too much about

the Japanese...... If remember the Pacific Oitizen whichwe used to see

while we were overseas. It always talked about how good the Japanese
were. GEverytime we nisei soldiers saw the paper, we said toeach other,

'Well, the JACL n eays tha
g A 2oy again eay t we nisei are the best bunch of people
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"I think if we publicize the nisei too much the hakujin public ie

going to get tired of it,and will begin to hate us....

I don't think we ought to play up all the little diserimination the

Japanese is experiencing. Some of them I think we can siaply forget.

sesscecssSure we can press some cases into court, but we ought to do

it only once or so. Make it a big court fight, put a lot of money

in the case, but once it is over we ought to forget it, and not con-

tinue to prees casds into the court over and overagain.”

John, an evacuee whose family is now in California and who is notyliving
and working here in Coloradoc all alone, went inte a long diatribe about the
uselessness of the studies like ours and the over-abudance of publiecity given
the Japanese throughout the eountry. He was extremely emphatic and serious
about his beliefs, xhxk and his tone of voice was so bitter, that I was
taken aback and -puéhloo- for a while. I attempted very calmly to exphain
to John the mature of our work, the objectives we hoped %o asccomplish, and
8greed with him th&t the Japanese people have been used as guineapgigs ever
since the start of the war. I attempted to cite examples, like the Frank
l'u:;::-n‘or Denver, in which diserimination u‘a fought successfully through
the pooled efforts of mikms Japanese and non-Japanese arpnh;uom and
individuals. It wae impossible to change John's views, and he spent
considerable portion of the meeting repeating his views.

The importance of John Imoto's views cannot be minimized. His views
coinecided very much m Bill ﬂonhu's. who in a meeting of nisei leaders
thought that the nisei ought to try to become an average citizen in whatever
community he resided. Bill was opposed in hie wiews by Min Yasui who felt

strive to’
that the nisei ought to/become a little better than the other fellow, possibly
strive for a 1110% mark. John represents the sehool of thought that believes
the least amount of publicity and least amount of organization activity in
behalf of the nisei will produce the maximum benefits for the nisei in the
future. Part of thie view is due to emotional instability and mms hyper-

sensitivity acquired by many nisei andy issei ever since the start of the war,
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The fact that they were uprooted from their homss, evacuatdd from the West
Coast, confined in relocation centers which were thought of as concentration
camps by the evacuees, publicized unfavorably by the Dies Committee and
various newspapers throughout the country as well as various racist-organiza-
tions, denied induetion into the army and classified §~¢ which is an
"enemy alien" classification, reversal of gov't policy which permitted the
nisel to be inducted or to volunteer but placed 1.n the segregated nisei
combat mi. plus many other factors whimk caused many nisei and issei alike
to become wery insecure, sconomically, soecially, and emotionally.
It caused many to become highly sensitive about being identified as Japanese.
It is a common fact that meny who left the cempsand found employment in
the East as Chicago, & acquired an allergy toward meeting other Japanese,
nisei or issei. They desired to work and live in a community as inconspicuously
@ possibly, and with as little contact with other Japanese. It is holiwod
that &kikx because of this condition, that some nisei, like John, feel that
publicity in gch-nl and publicizing diseriminatory practices againet the
nisel and iseei will do more harm smmaed to the nisei than good.

Although I cannot agree completely with John's views, there is some
element of truth in them. It is possible to have too much publicity, for the
indifferatt public may be stirred from their indifference to develop a hatred
toward the Japanese in geneal. Of course, this works both ways.

In the matter of combatting disorimination, I cannot agree with Johm that
diserimination will solve itself if let alone. In certain wminor instances,
yes, but certainly not in major cases like the reetrictive covenante on real
estate, diserimination againet the Japanese in the matter of issuance of
business license, housing end ewployment diseriminatory practices, etc.,

as they exist to some mmxkx extent in Denver, snd many other places.
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lssei and Nised:
I related that many of the issei I've talked to felt that the nisei must
and attempt to advance themselves
take the initiative/from now,on, as the issei feel that they aging fast. I
asked what the group felt about this.

Sam Kawata, an evacuee who impressed me as being 1n&¢111;nm and possesa-
ing a broad viewpoint, stated:

"Yes, 1 believe we nisei must take more initiative and advange

outselves in our ohosen field. However, I don't believe thAt we

ean very well forget our issei parente and leave them to take care

themselves. We've got to look after them. After all they've worked

very hard to bring ue up. It is our solemn duty to look after them

now that they are old and unable to work."

As it was apparent that Sam had misunderstood what I had eaid sbout
nisei taking the lead, I quiekly explained that I agreed with him whole-
heartedly that the nlni must not negleet their hui.lpmntc in adwancing
bhemsslves. When I asked if he agreed that the nisei should take over more
of the family responsibilities, Sam stated he did.

The discussion on this subject was very stimulating. 1t became wore
apparent that the nisei are going through a traneition period, that despite
the pleadings of the issei that the nisei should take over the family burden
from now on, the nisei 1n'gonon1.hnn not arrived at the stage where they
want to take over the bulk of the family responsibility, and that it will be
several years more before the iesei to nisei im shift is completed. It is
possible that this ie more characterietic of the farm group than the eity
peoples This seems paradoxical, as prior to the evacuation the iseei were
in command in the family and in the community, while the nisei strived to
acquire this leadership position from the issei. Now the isseil want the nisei
to take over the leadership, and there is some reluctance on the pett of the

nisei.



P 5
»oky Pord, Oolo

YOUNG NISEI OGROUP MEETING 13 Nov 46
T« Yatsushiro

Nesd for a segregated nisei organisation:

It was felt in general that there was some need for a segregated nisel
organization, as the Christian ehurch group. The Buddhist are not a problem
here, as it is mwainly a segregated unit anyway.

One nieei fellow, who is a native here and works in one of the town's
stores, stated:

"It doesn't concern me too much. I don't mssociate with Japanese

very much any way."

. well
Apparently this native nieel fellow is quite/adjusted in the larger
been here a ,
community. The natives have/kmixm longer time thanthe evacuees, conseguently’
they do not have too great a yearning to organize an organization among
themselvesn.

Mre.Fujiyoshi stated:

"Before the evacuees came, there was hardly any Japanese probleme

de nisel all went %o school with the hakujin, worked with them,

and assceciated with them ingeneral. We €idn't think of ourselves

as belng Japanese. It's only since the arrivalaf of the evacuees

that there has been some discrimimation and that we became more

conselous of the fast that we were Japanese."

Among the natives there is a stronger feeling of breaking ties with
exclusively Japanese people or organizations. There is a feelingthat they
want to be identified with the larger caucasian community. Apparently thie

X the war and
was in process of becoming realized prior to the war, and that/the arrival
of the evacuees has retarfied this process somewhat. ‘
General Comment:

Following the meeting I talked to John Imoto persamally andf it wae
loarned that he is violently opposed to the JACL, espeeially Mike Masaoka.
Of Hike he stated: "He stirs up more trouble. He goes all over the country
talke about how badly the Japanese are being treated. Why doesn't he keep hie

big mouth shut. He just takks too much."



Pe 6

‘eeky Ford, Go. Colo
YOUNG NISEI GROUP MuETING 13 Nov 46

T+ YTatsushiro

Gueral Gomment: (continued) '

After the meeting, Mrs. Sakeamoto, hostess, confided that she was afraid
that John Imoto had come to the meeting with the sole purpose of breaking it
up. ShO stated she was terribly upset over John's behakbor and attitude.

In general it was felt that the medting was fairly succeseful, although

moet of the younger ones did not participate in the discussion.

John Emoto:
i John is an evacuee, nisei, of about 28 years of age. le is unmarried.
He formerly lived southern California, near San Diego. lie pmrents and family
are now back in San Diego and have resumed their farming. The family was
evacuated to a camp, which one is not known. XImxXfxZumsmaxy In 1944, John
was inducted into the army, add from January 1945 to May 1946, he servéd
overseas withfhe 442. 5ince his return from service, he has been working
as a farm labor on the Mameda farm. He lives with the Nameda family also.
He has a very serious look on his face which appears as if he is mad
at something all the time. It ie guessed that John' has had many frustrating
experiences in his life, which has turned him into more of an introvert.
He ie undecided about his return to Calffornia, although his family
is already back there.
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Sem is an evacuee ni-illof about 27 yeare of age. He tbri-rly liv!d in
the Los Angeles vicinity where his family farmed. His £x parents and othe
family members are back in California at present. The family was evacuated
to & center, which is not kemm known, and Sam and his eister resettled
in Rocky Ford. 3Sam has been working for and has been living with the
ek Ushiyama family, who are natives here. Saumm married ome of the
Ushiyama girls and they have two children.

San is anxious to return to California, although his wife is indifferent
about this. 3Jam stated because ihm one of the Ushiyama boys is ; GI serving
in Japan, and because the farm is short handed, he feels obligated to remain
here and help the Uihiyann family. He believes he will remain here for about
& year more or méximmg until Yhis @I brother-in-law returns from Japan.

He seems to be strongly attached to the Ughiyama family, for he stated he
would nyt leave them until his GI brother-in-law returne and is able %o
assist on the family farm again. .

Sam, his wife, and the Ushiyama family are very strong Christiane in
the Gommunity. The Ushiyamas and the Haradas, who are strong Buddhists,
had a serious rift many years ago, mainly over religion and the sponsorship

of the Japanese schools in that locality.
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Together with Hev. Sakamoto, my gulde and chauffeur, we visited

ths Yanari famlly in Swink, southern Colorado, which 15 a few miles
sz east of Rocky Ford, The entire household members were home, but .
interview was exclusively with Mr. Henry Yanari.
Fanily,

Head: Mr. Y; about ﬁxynﬂ; kuxxk kibei (7)

Wife: Mrs. Y; about ” years; kibei (7)

Children: none

Father: deceased

Mother: about 65 years; issei.

Friend: MNre. Takahashi; issei, bachelor; about 55 years; evacuee

It was definitely established whether Mr. and Mre. Y. were kibei or
iesei. Both spoke Japanese regularly and fluenmtly, while lr.Y. underetood
and spoke @ little English. Rev. Sakamoto thought they were kibei.
Japanese is the spoken languege in the family. Mr. Takahashi ies an old
family friend, who is rather aged now, and is working and living with the
family. Prior to the evacuation the Yanarie went to Salinas where )r. Takshashi
farmed and lived and stayed there for about 5 years until the evacuation.
The Takahashi and Yanaris evacuated together and have been working and
living together ever since.
Backgrounds

The Yanari family lived in the following places over the past 2 or 3
decades:

1925-1939 --Farmed and lived in Roeky Ford, Colerade

1939-1942 -~Farmed and lived in Salimas, California

1942-1946~=~Have been farming and living in Rocky Ford (Swink), Colorado.

Actually the Yanarie are native Coloradocane, as they hubc;.l:.ﬂng and faruing
in thie district all but three years of the past 23 years. Uuring the 1930s
many farmers from Colorado left the state and went to California, largely be-
cause farming was relatively poor here add it was reported that farming was

good in Oalifornia. Mr. Y. was swept in thie migration to California in 1939.
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Background: (eontinued)

They went to farm and live with Mr. Takahashi, who 1s now living and farming
with them here, in Salinas. They grew mainly lettuce, and from all indications
-made very good money.

Sxsewation:

8ince the outbreak of War in December, 1941, the Yanaris and Mr. Takahashi
ho'pn hearing stories of many Japanese being attacked and killed by Filipinos
and other non-Japanese. They felt the ph.u was getting too hot for them,
and made immedidte arrangemente to leave Salinas for elsewhere. In early
February 1942, Mr. Y. and a few other issei farmers came out to Colorado
to survey farming prospects for the Japanese farm families in Salinse.

Mre Y. related that he made arrangements for some evacuee families to
work as laborers in the sugar beet farme in Greeley. He contracted about 500
acres for the evacueee in the Greeley district. Then he came to P;ooky Ford
district and laid the groundwork for more families frm Salinas to settle
in this area. He stated he rented a number of living quartére, including
a big warehouse where the families were put up temporarily. In all about
15 families, numbering about 90 individuale, came out to Colorado from
3alinas on & voluntary basis in Pebruary, 1942. In general he acted as
manager of the whole group of 15 r-funu that came to Colorado from the
Salinas area in California.

In the Roecky Ford region, where he had resided for many years bhefore 1939,

caucasian

he immediately contacted the following/individuale who were leaders in the
community: 1. Mr. North, Rocky Ford postmaster

2. ¥r. Mendihoe, preesident of Rocky Ford bank

2+ Mrs Fuller, local chief of poliece

4, pr. Blats, physician

S5« Dr. Blatz, brother of above, and physician

6. Nr. 3latz, brother of above, businessman

7« ¥Mr. Blatz, brother of above, farmer.
8. Mr. Wilson, Superintendent of echools in Roeky Ford region.



Pe 3

g "k, S0. Colo
EVAQUEE KIBEI PFARMus 1, dov 46
Henry Yanari fanily T+ Yatsushiro

Evaguation: (continued)

Mr. Yo knew these caucasians of the community rather well, and he stated that
they were all very friendly and coocperative. The sentiment of the community
in 1942 was not very good, and Mr. Y. stated through the 8 caucasians who
were leaders of the community, ha the sentiment of the community was changed
from bad to good. '

Mre Yehas no property in Odifornia at present, and kix the fact he didn't
talk about evacuation locl:::/h:::{utu that he and his family did not suffer
very much in the way of economic loes.

conditions:

y share crops ‘

Mr. Y. cash rents/about 100 acres of farm land. He as been growing
melon, onions, tomatoes, celery, potatoes, sugar beets,etc. He stated that
during the war years, farming was very good. Thie year it has not been too
good, as the market and price for onions were bad. He lost about 6 acres of
onions. He related that onione were sellipg for 50 cents per 50 lb. sack.
fe stated the expense of harvesting the onione was almost equal 50 cents,
as 16¢ for sack, about 18¢ for harvesting labor, 3¢ for something else, etc.
He thought at that price it was unprofitable to harvest and market his onions.

In gameral &% lir. Y. has been faring fairly well farming in this msks
region. From all indications he has made a n;::x:;:m-m tn the community.
Thig is pmttially because of his previous familiarity with local conditions,
and partially because of his acquaintance with the caucasian leaders of the

.Om"-
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Farmers Organismation:
Mr. Y. was very informative about farmers organization in the community.

He stated that there is a which is

lergely a caucasian farmers organization, but to which some Japanese farmers
belong. Mr.Y. felt not very many Japann’ fammeres belonged to this.
8

The Rocky Ford Japanese ¥ ble/Cooperative Association is an all
Japanese farmers organization. Only about ten local Japanese farmers belong

to thie, mainly because the associfion emphasize only certain crops as melons,
tomatoes, lettuce, and celery. Mr. Y. stated most of the Japansse farmers
grovw a wide variety of farm crope and consequently didn't feel they want to
join the Japanese Coop. Asked if he belonged to it, r.Y. meplied in the -
negative, explaining thet this was because he kxmxm operates a fruit stand
:7%1»0 highway of his farm. i\-{ didn't see why this shoulld bar him from joinimg
tho. Japanese Coop, but px.'ohbly the Coop has such a rule.

Mre Iwata is the manager of the Japanese Coop, while Mr. Hasul is the
‘President. Mr. Harada, ome of the big faruers of this locality, is a meubers
These people are all native Japanese farmers. Rev. Sakamoto commented, "That
you can't do anything around here without Mr. Harada's u‘dv;.u and approval.®

When I inquired why khka all the Japanese farmers don't belong to some
farmers organiszation, lr. Y. went into a long history about the farmers in
this area and that of Oolorado in general, which was most interesting nnd-
illuminating. The story goes something like this.

Many years ago, Mr. Y. ocould remember the exact date, but thought it
was probably about 1920 or even earlier, Mre Kaihara of the Colorado Times
began a mmnt to organize all of Colorade's Japanese farmers into a cooperative
assoeidion. Many anu:iu farmers joined the association, which continued €or
a few years and then collapsed. This collapse was due lmc_ly to poor financial
wanagement, and there was a gensral feeling among the farmers that ir. Kaihara
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Zarmers Organization: (continued)
and other promoters of the association idea swindled the aesociation's money.
Mr. Y. continued:

"Zver eince that time, the Japmnese farmers in Colorado have been

very reluetant about forming a cocperative among themselves.

You tealk to any issei or nisel around here, and they all tell you

that the 'Japanese can't get along together'. They all feel this

way. The main reason is that they haven't forgotten what happened

to the cooperative Mr. Kaihara started many years ago. 1 don't

know why the Japanese gax can't get o.lon; with each other. They are
all jealous and suspicious of each other."

Mr. Y. expressed great interest in the formation of a real farmere
cooperative among the Japanese in this loecality. He thought it would be of
great advantage to the Japanese farmers. FHev. Sakamoto interjected that

he thought the farmers also ought to heve a eredit union from which they
eould borrow money, inetead of borrowing it from the established banks and
paying high interest rate on the loans. Mr. Y. thought thie was an excellent
idea. Mr. Ye.and Aev. Sakamoto agreed to meet at a future date to discuss this
matter more thorcughly.

Continuing on the subjeet of Japanese cooperative, Mr. Y. stated:

"We are handicapped, as we can't speak inglish well enough. But the

nisel ought to go 'abead and form a cooperative among themselves.

1 think the nisei has a better chance of making a success of any

cooperative their organize than the issei. The issei just ean't

get along with each other for some reasons +ees

I really would like to see the nisei go ahead and form their own

organization, and forget the issei."

It struck me at this point that herey was an opportunity that the nisei
could really point the way for the iesei. It is a real handicep that issel face
in not being able to speak English sdequately, and the nisei, not having this
preblem, can organize a cooperative among themselves first, and possibly draw
in the reluctant farmers. Mr. Y. (questionable whether issei or kibei, poseily
iesei) himself feels that the nisei has the best chance to organize any such

Gooperative, because the issei has not forgotten the tragic failure of the
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Or on: (continued)

atteupt to organize the issei farmers several decades previously. He thinks
the nisei has come of age, and ought to go shead and organize themselves.
He felt very strongly about this. He feels very strongly about the Japanese
having their own farmers' organization, instead of 101ning up with established
Caucasian farmers' asscciation. Thie is probably due to the fact that he beirg
an issei, not being able to -;3qx:;110h. will feel much more &t home among
his own people.
Re l o Cal 3

When asked how he felt about returning to California, Mr. Y. merely
stated that he is not planning to return. Asked whether iir. Takehashi, his
fetend, was thinking of returning, he replied in the negative. He seemed
very indifferent about going to California. In all probability he will
settle here for years to conme. A

al Ad

‘Begause of his previous residenge in this region, Mr. Y. has many
Japanese and caucasian friends, some of whom were mentioned previously.
He is settled in the community and feels very much at home here. [e seems
to be happy and prol'cin to remain here than return to California. He is more
communi ty-conscious than wost Japanese farmers.

It is not known whether he is Buddhist or Chrietian, but 1:;\!011“011

he ie not strong in whichever relfgion he poéfesses.
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After Mev, Sakamoto md I arrived in Granada, we began driv-
ing around town in the hope that we might run into some Japanese
farmer who could assist uz in locating certain families we were
intereated in. In the town'agrocery store we ran into Nr, Sameshima,
& young evacuee lssel., lHe very kindly consented to Zuide us to
Mr, K., Tsuchiya's farm., After spending some time at the gas
station where Kr, Sameshima had hile car gas:e? and oiled, we headed
for Mr. Tsuchiya's home, The visit with ¥r. #nd ¥rs. Tsuchlya
has been written in a separate report.

Wr, Samcshima Jolned us in our visit with Mr, Tsuchiya., He
is a good friend of the Ts., Although I was primarily concerned
with the Tsuchiya family, certain things about ¥pr. Sameshina
was learned in the c ourse of the vigit,

Backgroum ;

Hr, Sameshims, ig an 1ssel of about 36 years of age,possibly
older. None of his close relatives live in the U,8, He 1s
unmarried, mmixkmsxkx

Frior Lo svacuation he worked with some Japsnese import-export
firm in San Francisco, at one time with the Hitsul firm.

He evacuated to Amachs where he stayed until sbout 1943 or
1944 when he resettled in Granadas and took up farming,

To the astonbshment of both Jev. 8akamoto and lMr, Sameshima,
they learned that they were classmates in grammar or high school
in ¥mpsm Keagoshima ken, Japan. They spent a good deal of time talk-
ing to each other,while I talked to Mr, Tsuchiya.

He speaks a falr amount ofinglish, but finds Japanese much

easler and speaks this regularly,



P. 2

iraneda, 8o. Colo
EVACUEE ISSEI . ARMER 13 Nov 46

Kr., Sameshima T. Yateaushiro
Farming: &4 Return to Californias;

Like ¥r, Tesvehiys, thimxixxthre farm'ng 1es a new experienece
for Kr, Sameshima. For the mst 2 or & yeears he snd another
issel man has been farming cooperatively about 400 meres. They
grow the nsual crops, as melons, migar beets, onions, ete,

ir. 8., didn't ceem completely happy about farming here in
Colorado. He fared faol rly well ever singce he began farming in
this community, and had no particular eomplaint to make, He '
thought the weather was bad, but A4id express the usual bitter
comphaint most evacuees had.

Asked i1f he thought he wonld continue farming in this
commnity, ¥r, 3, state:

“well, I guess it can't be helped, I can't go back to

California now, There's nothing there 1 gould go back

to, Any way I #on't think 1t's a good time to go baek,"

It 1a felt that 1f and when conditions impmove in California
::;ortunitiau insome busineas field beecome available, Nr. €,
will probably return there, He 18 still young, and will be
able to start in some business 1f he wants to., He will probably
remain in thiscommunity for about two years, and by that time
it 1spossible that he will like farming or even this comunity
and might remain here, If he returns to California and gets to
like farming he may even go into this. He is undertainfhat his
future 1is,

liis close family radlatives are all in Kegoshima ken, Japan,
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NMr, Sameghime T, Yatsushire

Soeial Adjustment s
Mr, <., thought that the commmnity feeling toward the

Japanese was very good here. le has not experience any unpleasant-
ness,

Being an issei, Nr, S, has found some @iffieculty in finding
himedIf a wife. Not having a wife, nor any close family relatives,
it 1s felt that Mr. S, is not completely happy. Hev. Sakamoto,
wito is a former classmate of 4r, 3, and about the same age as he,
remarked, "Gee, Mr, S, has certainly grown old, He looks so old
to me now, We're suppose to be about the same age."

r, 35, has & number of Japanese farmer friends In the community,
and probably a few caucasian friends.

Although he has not any diffieculty adjusting in the commnity,
he 1s personally insecure, largely because mf he is not marries

and does not have any close relatives here in the U,S8,.
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Arriving in Granada we weren't sure of the whereaboute of certain
cueuou_n-had planned on vieiting. After inquiring &bout town we finally
ran into & young issei, who spoke a fair amount of Englieh, who comsented to
lead us to the home of lir. Teuchiya, an issei oﬁcmo farmer. The road leading
7 from the highway to the Tsuchiya home was very badly torm up with deep mud and
puddles strewn all along the road. We debated about xakmg taking a chanee, but
finally dide "Afriving at the Ts.home we found the house eupty, io we deeided
to vieit another m&l.ly.' On the way back to main highway we were met by
Hre and Mrs. Teuchiya who were returning home on their car. Just about this
time a gaucasian rencher came up with a truck load of starving sheep which
he had picked up from the snowbound mountain regions and were releasing in
the nearby corn patch for passturing. This caucasian rancher stated that he
#till had about 1,500 sheep snowbound and starving in the high mountains, and
he wae terribly upset as he didn't know how many he could save from starvation.
He had brought down about a 1000 already. This incident of the rancher and
his sheqp iumpressed me deeply, and only undcrnmdl the grimnmssxaf severity
of Colorado's weather, whkxhxs which the on;ucu complain so bitterly about
and which eent 20 many evacuees rushing back to California.

Mr, Tsuchiya invited us hmsk to his home, so back we went,
He had gone to vieit the dentist in the morning and had a tooth
extracted. He was bleeding rather badly,and throughout our whole
visit with him and hiswife he had a hankerchief over his mouth,
we. would have left beecause of his physieal condition, but due to
his inslstence we stayed. Mr, T, had to excuse n§;3§1§?:e5331
times to get a new hankerchief., Both Nr, and Mrs. T, were very
friendly and made us feel at home as much as tl}ev could. Before

we left we had dinner with the family, el though Mr, T.was not sble

to participate. X= Mr, Sameshima, the young issel who first took
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us to Kr, T's home, visited with the group also, 4And so 4id my
guide and chauffeur, Rev, Eizo Sakamoto. (A short report on
NMr. Sameshima will be made separately.)
Family:

Head: ir. T.; 1ssei; about 58 years
wifes Mrs, 13 issei; about 48 years

Gnild: oUne son only; about 24 yeara; left for Japan at the
age of 4,and has been in Japan ever sinee, FParents
do not know his present whereabouts or status.

kr. T. is extremely concerned about his son in Japan, [e
has written to a ir, Hunter, postmaster of Lamar and formerly
WRA offieclal at Amache center, who in turn has written to?égﬁntor
from Colorade Ldward Johnson to inquire at the State Department
coneecrning kr, T's son, his status s d whereabouts. ¥r, T, is
very anxious to have his son returned to the U,3, His son finished
Meiji University, gajoring in law, and he suspects that possibly
img he was ilnducted into the Japenese army and gent to Manchuria,

Wr, T, showec me a number of correspondence between him and
Mr. Bunter, between lr, Hunter and Senator Johnson, ad between
Senator Johnson and the U,S5, State Department. The State Dept.
informed that 1t will do everything possible to locate Mr, T's son.
However, as of this date nothing is known about MKr. T's son,

Mr, T, is getting to be of retiring age now, and he displayed
strong attachment to his only son. He stated he is not going to
do anything until his son is found and returned to U.S. If his
son returns he wants Ri&xxmax turn over kix much of the family
responsibilities over to his son. The question of returning to

Galifornia or not is "all dependent on his son's desires”,
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Pamily: (econtinued)

Both ¥r. ®nd ¥Wprs, T. speak a falr amount of Englih and undere
stands more, but the conversetion was carried on entirely in
Japanese. Detween them the two speak Japanese execlusively,

Mrs, T. displayed less Japenese cultural traits than the
usuval Japanese farmer's wife., For one thing she was dressed in
slacks and a heavy sweater and wore a westernized hair-do. Her
mannerisms were mueh like that of an American than that of a
Japanese. There wasn't much évidence of the wife kowtowing to
the hmsband. In fact at many points Mrs, T, critized her husbm d
for "spending so mueh money” m d "spending so much of his tinme
fiddling around with all kinds of inventions." However, there
fwa seemed to be aﬂaablo relationship between the two.

N¥r., and ¥rs, T, inflormed, upon inquiring, that they came
from Shim oka ken, Komoo gun, Inatori machi, in Japan, When I
told them that my deceased father came from exactly the same
place, they were maxypkmka pleasantly surprised,and began talking
about the wonders of the place. Wr, T. pointed to one of the
wall pletures which depleted Mt. Fujii, end exclaimed"that %k is
the view of lit, Fujii that you get from my home town in Japan,”
Rev, 3akamoto, my gulde, informed the Ts. that I had visited
Japan following the war, and considerable time was spent talking

about xin conditions in Japam .,
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Er, T's Background:

¥re and 4rs. T. lived in San Francisco, Cd 1fornia for many
years prior to the war. By trade and profession Mr, T. is an
inventor, which is unueual for anyone, but espeeially so for an
issel. 1 was interested in knowing what kindf of things he
1nvented, and Nr. m 4 Hrs, T. scurried about the house trying to
locate ﬁ briof case which containe! akkxikxk most of his patents
obtained on various inventions, When the brief case was found
lire Te proudly shoved me the varlous legal papers which gave to
ir. T, patent rights on his inventions., I believe there were elose
to a dozen individual patents or patents pending. I scanned through
them. He had such patents as:

1. Paper milk bottle, 1921

2« Faper cap for milk bottles

5. Coca Cola bottle cappf

4, Double valve engine eylinder

5. Seod remover from tractors or plougha. NP, T, has written

to John Desre company, and the imkkme matter is -till
pénding. The date of the patent was about 1944,

The pafftent papers, whieh were the first I've ever seen,
were Bound in legal blue povers and include g detalled dlagram
of the particular invention and a lengthy verbal déseription
of the same.

i was deeply impressed by ir. I's ingenulty. iis wife com-
plained that most of his 1ife he has been working on all kinds
of Inventions, also that he spends so much money sarrying on

experiments., It appeared that some of Mr., T's inventions were

stolen from under him, either by a company he had negotiated with,
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Mr, T's Bsckground: (eontinued)

or by sare individual, For instange, Mr. T. xkktéd stated that he
had gprfected the paper milk bottle many years ago, and just as he
acquired the pstent end began negotiating to sell his invention to
a company, certain other company came out with the same paper milk
bottle at about the same time, Mr, T' still gets a certain amouat
of income of his patent rights, and it 1s believed thet he mmsiem
grossed many thousands from all his inventlons. However, 1t 1is
felt that mueh of his money was spent to pay lawyer's fees and
carrying on experiments, not to mention the loss suffered by
inventions being stolen from him,

¥Mr, T, informed that aside from his inventions he did all
kinds of work. Although I aske’ him to elaborate on his other
work experience, Mr., T, did not do so, However, he did mention
two businesses that he operated.

In 1921 and 1922, Hr, established, managed,m 4 operatdd
a sizable factory which manufactured bamboo baskets, hiring =%k
an all-Chinese crew. This basket was oriental in nature, and
he had eonirascts with various bl department stores throughout
the country, as Marshall Field of Chicago, !e casually mentioned
that he made over #100,000.,00 in the two year period, For reasons
maich he 414 not explain, he quitf thils bud ncss, mmidx Later he
went into snother business, nawely manufacturing bamboo yard rakes.
He operated this factory for a number of years, and mede a considerhble

sum of money.
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Mp, T's Backgro.nd; (continued)

When I ¥Iamgxiax jokingly mentioned that Mr., T, must be a
millionnaire, both Nr, and Mrs, T, stated that they had practically
spent all their savings, especlally in carrying out experiment s
on various inventlons.

From all indications that iir, T, is a poor financial manager,
and lost a considerable portion of nis fortune paying lawyers
fees, conducting experiments, nﬁd mkxxx in other ways, Naaxar
However, it is believed that am Mr., T. still has a slzable smount
saved, probably between $50,000 to §100,000,

Rev. Sakamoto believes that the reason whv Mr, T. is such
a bosom friend of kr, Hunter, Las Animas postmaster, is because
Mr, T. has given ¥r, Sunter a considerable amount of money at
various times,

From the standpoint of background, Mr, T, is the most unusud
and most ingenius individual, issel or otherwise, He 1s very
near-sighted, wearing dark glasses, and can hardly read anything
even six inches away., This condition is probably due to the fact
that ¥r., T. has spent most ofhis life la boring over various
inventions.

Lvaguation and Relocation Center :

When the family evacuated fromx San Franeisco in 1942, it
left their household belongings and muech of their personal
property in the hands of Zhxke a caucasian woman, Ur, T, spoke
highly of this woman, and stated that he trusted her ecompletely.
She pesse’ away during the way, and her son is now looking after

his thins. .
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Evacuation and Relocation Center: (eontinued)
The family evacuated to Amache, or granada relocation center,
In eamp Mr, T. was probably the most influential man with the
administration. Nr., Sameshima, 1ssel who led us to Mr., T's home,
atd who lived in Amache himself, stated that™ir, 7. eco:ld go out
and come in camp any time he wished." The guards knew him an well
as other high administre ion official, especlally ¥r, Hunter,
In 1943 he offieially left camp and settled in Granada,
where he has been farming ever since,
Mr. T« ies not particularly concerned sbout whatever losses
he suff red Hue to evacuetion. For one thing he etill has nuch
of his personal belongings, although he s0ld a number of things,
as sutomobiles, before he evacuated at a considerable loss.
Farming :
During 1942 and 1943, the eomrunity of Cranada refused to
gell or lease farm kmitxx lands to any evaguee. Tosuio Ando,
who 18 now a lawyer in Denver and who lived in Amache, stated
that there was a biz sgquabble sbout this while he was In camp,
Hor ever, through the administration N¥r, T, was able to lease
some farm land in 1943. He 1s one of the first to » ave firmmmix Amache
to settle inGranada., In 1943 he farmed 300 acres, 1944 about 500
agres, 1945 about 700 aerés, md thisyear (1946) he is farming
1,000 acres.
Mr. T's farm 1s located practically next door to the Amache
sert er. From his home one ean see the camp very easily.
Hie has been ralsing sugar beets, onions, melons, and few other

odd erops.
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Parming: (continued)

Asked how he has fare in farming the @ st years, ¥r, T.
stated:

"It has been pretty good during the war and 1t has been
pretty good this year. Farming in Colorado is good,

The soil h're 1ls very good, better than California,”

"I've never farmed in my life before 1943 when I begen

farming here. Some friends and I talked about what we

ought to do, about leaving cemp eand about what we ought

to go into., Ve deeided to go into farming in this region,

as i1t was not profitable to just waste the time away In

camp. "

kr. T. hires much labor to operate his farm, and the amazing
thing is that he has been fairly successful at it, despite the
fact that he had never done farming before,

This 1s an interesting cham ge of oca pation, from business
and inventions to farming., There are a number of ether similar
cases inColorado, although not very many., In Chicago there are
2 number of farmers who are working in various occupations other
than farming. It would be interesting to know accurately how many
non-farmers have become farmers, and how mmy farmers RRxE are
working in non-farming occupations,

Uecupational Prospects:

It isnot believed that Mr. T, will continue farming the rest

of his life. At present he 1s extremely concerned about the safety

of his son in Japan, and doesn't want to move until he learns more
about nis son, If his son is alive and arrangements can be made

to return him to the U.8.,, he will probably quit farming and go

into some k'nd of business, probably tﬁo import-export trade with
Japan, MNr. T, stated that he is thinking of going into suech a business.
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Social Adjustmerw :

ir, Tehas xary a number of caucaslan and Japanese friends in
the community. Hls best caucad an friend is prmhak Mr, Hunter,
postmaster of nearby Lamar, and former WRA officlal at Amache,
kr. T, stated that She communlty of Granada 1s very friendly,
and that there has not been any sort of ineldent between the
local residents and the evacuees.
A good friend of UMr., T, is Mr., Sameshima, young issel who
led us to Mr, T's home and remained to visit the T, family along
with us.
There are about 12 to 15 evacuee families in kka Oranada,
kr, T, thought. There are only few native Japanese farmers,
Rev, Sakamoto éstimated Lhat there about 15 to 20 families in
all in OGranada, u#, T, stated a number of evacuees left Granada
and returned to California. He thought of the remalning group
a good number will remain for a year or two and possibly indefinitely,
There are no Jgp anese organizations. There are no eaucasian
or commnity organizations o whieh Nr, T, belongs. Granada
is atrictly a "one-horse" town, that it 1s very small, probably
havin; between 500 to 1,000 people, It is really a fatming comuniyy,
Many of the people go to m arby Lamar, or even to Las Animas for
recreation and amusement,
From all indications 1t appears that Mr, and Nrs. T, are fairly
well adjusted in the community. Aside from thelr coneern over their

son, they have no particular problem,
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Konosuke Tsuehlya T, Yatsushire
Return to Californias

Mr, T, 1s not anxious to return to Cd ifornia at the moment,
iis major concern is over his n inJapan, and inasmeh as he has
strong connections with the postmaster of Lamar, who in turn has
connections with UsSe 3enator Johnaon of Colorado and the State
Department, he doesn't want to Bave until he learns the fate of
his son. When news of his son is received, he will make up his
mind as to what he ought to do about returning to Celifo nia,

He seems to rely a great deal on Lis son, who he hopes can earry
on the burden from now on upon his return to the U.S,
General Comment:

It is regretted tial more tize could not be spent with Npr, T,
for he has a colorful history. It impressed me that an interesting
life story could be written on Mr, T, It points out the fact that
not all issel were farmers or laborers or businessmen, Inspite of
language handicap the fx faet that Mr. T. was able to accomplish
what he did, especially the various inventions, is a tribute to
him, It proves that Japanese as a group ecannot be stereotyped,
nor can any other group, that there i1s a wide range of talent,
ability, oeccupation, interest, ete. in any group of people,

Not only is Mr., T. talented but he 1s versa“ile, being an
inventor most of hls 1ife, a businessman part of his iife, m 4
since 1948 a farmer. He 18 a modest man, very humble and very
friendly. He 1s the type thaet works on doggedly on anything he
undertakes untll he succeeds.

Certainly no one cansay Mr, T, has lived a dull mmsixmx life.
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Nr. M¥inami I, Yatsushiro ' 7

After some difficulty locating the place we finally succeeded
in finding ¥r, Minami's home and farm, ¥r, and Mrs, Minami and
a B year old granddaugh'er were home., The road leading from the
highway to lr, lMinami's home was very bad, parts of it were
strewn with thick mud and gx water puddles, while other sections
were snow covered. As ghatter of fect the road to his place
had just been cleared of some snow,and as we arrived at ¥r, M's
farm-home we found him shovelling away stow in an attempt to
make a path from the road to his garage, There was a good 2%
feet of snow, WNr, M, qulckly invited us into his home, which
was very gold as they had taken down their heating system in
preparation of leaving for California.

Family:

Father: MNr, Hj; issei about 68 years; retired rnmr
Mother: issei; about 57 years.

Children: 4 boys and 2 girls --all grbun up,ages ranging
from about 27 to 16.
l son is married and has a daughter, who
was present during our visit,

Mr, K. is now aged and 1sa retired farmer, His sons have
been carrying on the farm work ever since the start of the war,
kr, M. knows & little FEnglish and speaks Japanese exclusively.
While Mr, and kras, M. and flew of their younger children live .
together in this home, the nldesf sons kax live mmi on another
farm they operd e.

One son is now in the army at present, while another is

due to be inducted early next year (1947).



 EVACUEE ISSEI FARMER ﬁéﬁ:’&sm -—
Mr., Ninami T, Yatsushiro
Background:

From 1905 te the outbreask of the war in Degember 1941, Mr,
B, lived and farmed in Guadalupe, California. He was known as
the biggest farm operator in that region, cash renting about
5,000 acres. His mainfd crops were sugar beets and lettuce,but
he grew a varlety of other crops. Finalgially he was very suc-
cessful farming in Guadalupe, and was very well respected inthe
community by both Japanese and caucasiana.

He still owns about 100 acres and a house in Guadalupe,

He used a lot of Mexican and Japanese farm lsbor in operating
his California farm., He merely manage” s d directed the farm
withthe assistance of his sons,

Internment:

Innedid cly after the outbroak of the war, he was picked up
by the FBI and plaeed in an internment camp, He remained in the
internment camp until Februery, 1946 when he was released for the
first time, Consequently he is relatively new in this region
of the country,

Family evacuation:

The rest of the family were evacuated to Gila relocation ecert er

in Arizona,where they resided until 1943 when they resettled in

this area, and resumed their farming,
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Mr, Minami _ T. Yatsushiro

Loeal Farmi

The Minlmi; have been farming.hero d nce 1945, They operate
two or three separate farms, which total about 600 acres, on
a cash rent and ghare crop basis. MNr, K. informed that during
the war years his sons d4id falirly well in farming. Ee stated
this weghainly becsuse there were German prisoners-of-war available
as farm lsbor., They have been growing sugar beets, melons, and
onionsg,which are the main erops for this region,

¥r, ¥, had mueh to say about farm conditions here in Colorado.

"Parming in Colorado ls bad. For one thing you have no
labor supply. During the war it was all right, for there
were German prisoners-of-war who could be used as farm
labor. Now, this year there s are no German prisonerse
of-war available for farm work. Labor is very difficult to
secure here in ColoradOs esese -

And then the weather is so unpredicisable l® re in Colarado.
You take this year; it has been bad., This weather we're
having now (Coloradc was hit by a severe snow storm just

a week previously--worst 1n 33 years) is enough to discourage
any farmer from continuing farming. You j:st cantt compete
with the local farmers, as 'hey have been farming here a
long tine, and they have become familiar withf&kxsxwkk Colorad®'s
weather. They know just about when to expeet bad weather,
#e who are new here Just don't know the weather here, and
consequently farming 1s risky here. ccesee

Then the market situation i1s not too good. In California
one could ship farmérops all over the country. I used to
ship mueh of my crops to New York City. I still ship some
to the East, as we have buyers there we have been selling
to for many years prior to the war, Here in Colorado a
farmer is limited to where he can market his erops. Then
prices aren't tooc good.

"Farming in Colorado has to be on a small mgx family size
scale, It must be small enough so that the family can operate
the farm without resorting to outside farm help., For the
labor supply 1s very limited here. Then too, when frost, hall,
or snow like today hits the farm,the loss won't be as great.
LR N R |

"If one is thinking of farming very moderately and interested
merely in providing a livelihood plus a little more Colorade
is all right for farming. But it is no place for any one who
is interested in making any sizable income out of farming."



-4 ‘
L.sawley, So. Coleo

EVACUEE ISSEI FARMER 14 Nov 46

¥r. Minami ' T, Yatsushiroe

Local Farm: (continued)

Thle year's farming has not been too well,¥r. M, informed,
farmi on a
Originally the Mindm#s had lantentions of going into permanent
iInthls loecality., 2=Rxx They gave it a try, but have decided that
farming prospects are too limited for =axz aggressive farmer as
the Nin&ml family.

Return to California;

The Ms are definitely leaving this area to returpto thelr
former residen@e in Cuadalupe, California, As a matter of faect
thelr housenhold belongings were all packed nax ready for shipment,.
The house was ertremely cold, as they had taken down their heating
system., Wr, M., explained that he visited California in July, and
afiter looking over the farm d tuation there decided that prospects
were good. rHe returned and the family was to have. moved back to
“in October this year.
California/ However, as they still had their farm erops to harvest
and as the weather immkad was good that time, they decided to stiek
1t out for the rest of year and return ka early next year (1947).
(Mr, M{a decision to return to California becesuse of good farm
prospects there, 1s contrary to stories I've heard from farmers
in different parts of the state., As & matter of Rev, Sakemoto
told Mr, M, that he had read a newspaper article which related
that kr, M. had found conditions in California bad and therefore
had decided to remain in Colorado.)

Br. ¥, was very discouraged by the recent snow storm, which
left from 2 to 3 feet of snow still on the ground., He felt that
their sugar beets which are still in the ground/‘iit not be harvestdd

for ooviral weeks more when the snow is expected to melt,
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¥r, Minami . T, Yatsushire

Social Adjustmemt;

Because of hls recent release from the internment camp, he
has not been mble to familiarize hiwself with the community too
well, His family has been here for the past three years and
are very well known and respecte ipkhe commiiity, both eaucasians
and Japanese, The Minamls are supposed to be the biggest farm

operators among the evacuee farmers in this locality,

General Comuents

Mr, ¥, 1s a very friendly sof't-spoken individual. He 1s
smallxm and has a rather quiet appearanc;. One wouldn't think
that he has any aggressl veness br initiative, just looking at
him. However, having farmed on a big seale in California for the
most part of his 1ife, Mr, M. 1s not contented with farming on
a pelatively small geale as he and his family are dolng now,

He has the gambling, competitive, m 4 money-making spirit which
he acquired farming 1n California, As he stated previously, he
feels farming in Colorado has many disadvantages and limitations,
and th:gz;e farm opportunities in California are unlimi ted.

le himself does very little aetual work on the farm. A1l
his farm career he has managed his farm but has hired labor to
de the necessary farm work, Labor 1s essential &n the farm he
operates. Ie appeare” to be a very capable farm opérator,and
from all indleations he was a very successfulfarmer, who knew
allfhe tricks of the trade. Farming has been his 1i1fe 1n erest

and 1t remalns to be his peeoscupation,
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Blagkie Matsushita T, Yatsushire

While visiting with Mr., Purukawa (evacuee 1anqi--sepnrlto
report), I had occasion to speak very briefly with his newphew,
Blackie Matsushita., Bkackie is a nisel of about 21 years of age.
He was rather shy and not ineclined to talk very much,

Family:
Parents: father & mother, both isgsei

Chlldren: Blackle, nisel, 21 years
about 5 others, ,

Bagkground:

Blackie's family formerly farmed in the El Centro region
in California. 1In early 1942 they voluntarily evacuated and
cameé to this place,

Farm:

Blackie 1nrorﬁed that his family is farming about 200 aeres
on a share crop basls., He stated that during the war years, 1942
to 1945, farming was very good. Thisyear, 1946, 1t has been rather
bad. The weather for one thing was extremely bad. Then the
price of onions was so 3ow that they lost heavily on this,

They grow the usual farm erops found in this regiona, namely,
melomns, onions, sugar beets, celery,ete,

Return to Cglifornia:

Blackie stated that he and his family are desirous of return-
ing to California., However, they are not anxious to leave right
now. They feel that conditions in California are too uneertain,
snd they prefer to wait until things in general settle down more.
If they return they probably will return to the El Oentro‘rogion,
but they may deeide to farm elsewhere in California.

\

-

b
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Blackie Matsushita T, Yatsushire
SQQui Adjustment: :

Asked what he and Zkaxmiix hisel friends in this locality
dld in the way of leisure time activitfes, Blackle stated that
during the summer they play baseball and during the winter they
play basle tball., They a 2 or 3 teams in the Crawley and Ordway
area, and they play each other, as well as teamsfrom Rocky Ford,
The Ordway team won the Tri-State Baseball Tournament championship
last Sep e or (1946) when about 1% teams from Colorade, Woming,
and Nebraska par'ticipatod.' These were all nisel teams.

Aside from the above, Blackie stated the nisei hang around
the pool hall .:I.n town, play eards, gamble some, and at times
theygo to Rocky Fee d to bowl or just visit., Novies =m»x is a popu=-

lar pasttime,

From all aspects, Blackle seemed to be happily adjusted in
the commmunity.

fie thought the community sentiment was good.
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Mr, Furukawa T, Yatsushire /QLé

Rev. S& amoto, my gulde, drove me over to Crawley where we
planned to visit a number of r;rmors. Rev, S. was not quite
sure about the geography and the roads leading to the Japenese
farms, so we stopped in the town of Crawley to ‘make 1nqu1r10i.
Ve vi sited kr, Furukawa, an evacuee issel farmer who also operates
a very saall fish market on the main highway. We ploughed our
way through the dicp snow in walking from the highway to his
home, Uir, F, came out of the house and Rev, Sakamoto first had
a lengthy chat with him about the location of eertain farmers
we were Interested in, After that I had a chance to talk to him

for a while.,

Enzikxranmdx
F ly:

Head: Mr, F., 1ssel; about 50 years.,
Wife: 1iswel

Children: 5 in alle- 3 girls and 2 boys.
The oldest e¢hild is 16 years old, a daughter,
The two youngest are boys, below 10 years,
Mr, F., spbke some English, but speaks Japmnese regularly.
Backgroum :

Prior to evacuation He operd e4 a fish market in San Pedro,
California, He was gquite successful in this. 1In early 1942 he
@ d his family voluntarily evacuated to Utah, where he Rarmed and
operated a fish -:rk@t on the side., After staying two years in
Utah, he decided that there mms were too many fish markets there
and as he was interested in going into this business in a big way,
he left Utah and came to Crawley, So. Colorado. He has been here
in Crawley for the pnag?igg years now, farming and operating a

small fish market.
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Mr, Furukawa T, Yatsushire

FParm and Fish Harle t: !
¥r. F. haw boon‘fnrming about 200 acres on a share erop basis.

He grows the usual crop found 1nth;a locality, namely, melons,
onions, sugar beets,ete.

Asked how farming econditions have been since he came here,
Mr, P. informed that the during the war years, 1944 and 1945, it
was very good. He made a good deal of money. However,this year
the weather and market being bad, farming in geﬁeral was poor.

Just ke a week p eviously all of Colorado experienced
the worst snow storm in Xkm 335 years, m 4 Mr, F, pointed tothis
and stated:

"This is the kind of weather that makes the evacuee farmer
very unhappy about eontinuing farming here in Colorado.

"For myself 1 feel farming is too hard a work, and since

I've developed uleer in my stomach, I-don't feel like

econtinuing farming for very long,"

When I questioned him about his fish market, he stated
“Oh, it's only a small market", Apparently he doesn't make
too mueh from this business.

Return to Cd ifornie:

Mr, F, isvery anxious to return to San Pedmo, California, his
former place of residence, iHe is ﬁow walting for a good opportu-
nity when he ean resume his fish market business in San Pedro, He
informed that 8an Pedro is building a brand new wharf, as the old
one has beencondemned. He thinks that as soon as this new wharf is
completed, he will have a good schance to rotﬁrn and open a fish
_market in San Pedro. | |

Mr. F. informed that there were about 50 evacuee families in

this region. This estimd e probably covers both Crawley = 4 Ordway.
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Mr, Furukawa T, Yatsushiro
Return to California: (continued)

¥r, F, stated most of the evacuee families wamt to go back,
and estimated that about half will go back sometime next year,
Farm: - (additional)

Expressing his dislike for farming, Mr. P, continued:

"I don't have any big boys in my family who can help me

on the farm, I have to do practiecally everything,

It's easy for those families which have mnn: big boys

as the boys can help out a lot on the farm.

This 1s partially the reason why issei parents and people
of Japan are so anxious to boys born into the family instead of
girls. The boys are reared so that they can assist on the farm
and eventvally take over the management of the farm as the

axed parents adwamce in age and retire,

Social Adjustment:

(Matsushita)
Mr, F. m d his brother-in-law's/family live practically next

door, Consequently there is a good deal of visiting between the
two families. This provides Mr, F, end his family with.somo sense
of szecurity. |

kr, F, stated the community sentiment has been good, and that
he has not experienced any kind of unpleasantness, He has a
number of friends, largely Japanese but some caucasians., He has
some ecaucasian customers at his fish market,

Nr, F, doesn't belong to any organization, either Japmmese or
caucasian,

From all aspects ur, F.);=2;gto be emotionally stable and

happily adjusted in the community,
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Mrs, Amy Konishi, hairstylist T, Yatsushiro H( 47

Had a brief visit with Mrs., Amy Konishi at her yXzes beauty
shop. She was busy attending to her customers, so very little
personal data was found out fromher,

She has been marrie? the past twoyeara, but her husband
just returned from overseas duty a few days previously. She is
a native hére, and her family side are all here, She 1s probably
about 24 years of age.

Business

She owns a1 d operates a beauty shop which is l-cated in the
El Cepitan Hotel, the town's leading hotel. She has had this
shop for about two years now, She pays & rental of about 70,
per month, whiech appears to be rather high for & small to;n as

the better class
Roeky Ford, Her elientele is exclusively/ecaucasians. When asker
how business was, she stated that i1t was good and appeared very
satisfied, She 1s kept quite busy as she xx operates the shop
all sSkmxgek by herself, She seemed to be very capable,
Social Adjistment:

As she is a native %xm of this commnity, shé has many friends
both caucasians and Japanese, She 1s rather popular in the commm-
nity, especially in connection with her business. .She gets along
beautifully with¥ the hotel management, She even helps at the

hotel reception desk, when she is free from her own work emd the
. desk nee’s some help, She is a rather strong Christian, while
‘her husband is a strong Buddhist, It was learned from reliable
sources that she and her husband has not been getting along too

well, largely because of their religious differences.
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Mrs, Amy Konishi, hairstylist T.Yatsushire

Social Adjustment: (eontinned)
During the visit Mrs. Konishi's unmarried sister who is

attending the local high sehool came into the shop., A conversa-

tion about Mrs, K's husband ensued as follows:

Sister: "Well, how did you two get along last night?"

Mrs, Kil3 "well, at least we weré on speaking tirnn last night."
The frictlion between the two in thie family isnot only over

religion, It is partially due to the fact fhat ll‘l; Ke 1s inde-

pendent, aggroaaivo,;ggl her zkmp business from which she derives

a healthy income, Her husband has just returned home from overe

seas duty, and still has to adjust himself &m in many ways.
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Murakamis T, Yatsushiro i ?‘ <
Together with my guide and ghauffeur, Noboru Maruyama, 1
v sited the Murakami family,
Family:
~ Pather: Mr, M.; issel; about 53 years.
Kother: MNrs, M; lssel; about 50 years;

Children: 1 daughter married emd living in California.
1 son, went to+Japan to study mm 4 live before
the war; status unknown,

Mr, and Mrs, ¥, make up this household. Their two children
are not with the family any more, one being married,and the son
having gone to Japan prior to war and never having returned,

Both Mr, and lps. K. are very articulate, but Mrs, ¥, easily
outshouts her husband, She is very domineering and moat voeiferocus
about some of her ideas. As my gulde stated, "she wears the pants
in the family," ‘

{l'(’w"'l-’z: 2

They (dj.dn' t! particularly concerned about the f ate of their

son who had gone to Japan to live. They seem indifferent about

talking about this son,

Background:
Prior to evacuation Mr, m @ Mps, M, farmed in southern

California. They had a long lease on a small 15 acre plot of
land &a whieh thef used t o grow 'atra'wborries. For many years they
had farmed on £ such a smallbcale, hoping to make enough to maine-
tain themselves, and not thinkkng of making any sizable fortune
out of farming. They bought' their own home, which was located
on their leased farm land,
Lvacuation:

When they realized that evacuation was imminent they made

arrangements to evacuate voluntarily. They had some friends in
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Murakemis I, Yatsushire

Lvacuation: (econtinued)
this neighborhood smd by telephone arranged to ecome here., Thinking

that the period of the war and the force ' exelusion from California
would not be very long,they took with them the minimum of bel ng-
ings, storing mo=t of this in their house, They trusted their
caucasian landlord and arranged with fhim to look after their

house and bolongingl.'-Thoy selected their best furnitures and
stores these in the baseihent, leaving the other furnitures in

the house, The Ms., agreed to let the landlord tend the house to
the farm tenants who replaced the Murekamis, just so the better
furnitures which were stored away were not used. The landlord
agreed to this,

As 1t turned out the caucasian landlord did not look after
the Ms' belonginga very ecarefully, and the farm tenants who
réplaced the luraknmii. belleved to be Mexicans, kmak stole mo-t
_of the carefully stored better furnitures., The Ms. did everything
through the W,R.A, during the war trying to recover their stolen
good furnitures, but never gucceeded. They were able to secure
and have sent to them here, all the worst furnitures. The
Ms, are extremely bitter about this, They were interested in
kno-ing whether the evacuee elaime bill would pass and how they
could re® ver their losses. The house is still in their possession,
although it 1s located on the farm land whichdoes not belong to
them, They are uncertain what will become of their house,

They have never been back to their former place of residence,
consequently do not know what the state of affairs is withregard
fo their house and their stolen furnitures. They think that
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Farm Laborers since evacuation:

Both Mr. a 4 Mrs. M, have been working as farm laborers in
this region (Swink) ever sinece early 1942 when they evacuated.
They informed that they have been able to get along, and that
labor conditions haven't been bad, They work for & number of
farmers, some their Japanese farmer friends, and shift from
farm to farmwherever labor is needed, They seemed contew ed
in their present status. They have no farming risks, as the
weather to contend with, as they work for a straight wage,
eithe r by the hour or by contract. From all indications they
gseem fairly happy, although they are not making any fortune
working as farm laborers. -

Rotun; to California:

The Murakamis are undecided as to what they want to do
regarding the quuf.ion of return to California. They fear the
high cost of 1living and other unfavorable conditions prevailing
in Californiayand for the present at least prefer to remain
where they are m d work as farm laborer. They stated 1if and
when they return to California theéy will have a house to live
in, which is their own., However, they are not anxlous to return
at present, It is highly possibly that they wilYdontinue workirng
as farm laborers here for a few more years, and may deside to

remain here indefinitely after that tiwe.
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Naturelization:

Both ¥r. md Hrs, M. were adamant in their desire to get
neturalizedtex. They inquired how they couldg et the first
papers which were being circulated to some issei, My guide,
Noboru Murayama, informed that he had a whole bateh of first
papers whichwere sent to him by the New York Japanese American
Committee for Democracy some time ago. My gulde stated he got
this several months ago but never distributed them for fear that
the 1sseil might eriticize him for it, Pertinent extracts of the
econversation on this isseu mre as follows:

Nrs., M: "I belleve that the 1ssei, espeeially those with families
here and children, ought to become naturalized U.S,
citizens., At least the ought to t& e out the first
papers. They have nothing to lose, and all to gain.
Even 1if some of the issel wanted to go back to Japan
for a visit, he can do so as an U.S, eitigzen. If he
didn't have the cltizenship he would never be able to
return to the United States. Now, those with nisel
children here in America will ® ver want to return
to Japan prmanently end be separated fromtheir children.
fihy shoulldn't they take out U,S, clitizenship.
i1 want to take out first papers immediately.
first paperx doesn't mean we will get citizenship, does
it? I hope they pass a law whiech will make it possible
for issel to become citizens., Aren't we the only
one s who ean't apply for cl iigenship now? The Chim se,
Filipinos, and others are all eligible now."

Mr. M: "I've beenkanting to file my first papers for a long time,

How do you get thex first papers? 1I've thought about
; visiting the Denver JACL office many times, but never

had a.chmee. Even though the present first papers they
are passing out to issel are not legal, I think we issei
ought to file them. It is a declaration of our intentions
and desires, and it might help to influenee the government
to pass a law making it possible for us issel to become
naturalized,"

Noby Murayama (my gulde; nisei): "I got a whole bateh of first
papers fromthe Japanese American Committee for Democraecy
in New York some time ago, but m® ver distributed them as
I thought the issei might eriticize me, If you people
Wmt the first paper forms I will be glad to bring some over,"
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Soeial Adjustment:

¥r. mnd Mrs, M, hardly speak any English., Consequently most
of thelr friends are Japanese, mainly farmers here, fhoy had
gome fripnds here even before they came out here,

Both are aggressive in their mannerism and speech.

Among their Japanese friends here they seem to be quite
adjusted. Visiting friends 1s their main leisure time activityf,
There 1s hardly anything else that they canévail themselves of.

They are Buddhists but not strong church members,

Being farm laborers they have little to worry, as they get
a steady income from their work, Their house 1s definitely of the
poorer farm houses. During the war they had been living her-
with the idea of staying only temporarily, and when California
became open to the Japanese to return t6 t heir former place of
abode, Because of this even their present house looks very
temporary with very little furnitures. One large stove serves
both cooking and heating purposes.

Their main concern seems to be to earn a moderate inecome from
farm work so as to be able to maintainm a livelihood, nothing more.
In this setting they seem to be fairly well adjusted, economically
as well as socially.

Because there 1s no lsseil organization, or regular lssel activithbes,
or issel meeting place, both the Ms, as well as other 1ssei of the
community probebly feel a bit lonesome at times, There is no doubt
a little feeling of being 1solated, especlally among the evacuees

‘from California, who usually lived near some sizable towns.
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Horli family., %e had some diffieulty finding the famlly, especially

Accompanied by my gulde, Noboru Maruyama, I visited the

since a2 severe wind and rain sborm was blowing and the ground

was covered with snow and mud and puddles imxmkhax were strewn

on the romds. We found the Horlis home, with the exception of

a desughter who was at school, The only son in the family was
asleep, as he worke” in the night shift at the sugar beet mammmpyzx
factory.

Family:

Father: lr. H.,; 1ssel; about 58 years.

Mother: HKps, H; issel; about 48 years

Children: 3 girls and 1 boy

ages ranging from 24 to 5.

Mrs, H. was verykax talkative,mma while Mr, H, was rather
quiet, ©She probably carries a lot of influence in the family.
Both Mr, smd Nrs, H. speak very little English, and the entire
conversatlion was carried on in Japanese.

Background notest

The rnmliy formerly lived in the vieinity of sStoeckton,
Ualirorﬁia, where they operated a farm of about 200 acres. They
farmed on a cash rent basis, and raised all variety of farm crops.
They knew the Kobayashis of Brighton, who farmed in Stockton pre-
viously. They probably were not very influential farmers in
that region, as they farmed very moderately.

Lvacuation:

They were evacuated to Rohwer center, where they remained
until May 1945. Upon evacuating they sold all their farm implee
ments at a considerable loss, and consequently were extremely
interested in knowing the status of the evacuée claims bill,
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Evaguation: (continued)
When I commented that they had remained in a camp a long time,

lirs, H. stated laughingly:

"Yes, we stayed until the very end., ¥am Well, you know,
most of the people in eamp thought that Japapfras going -
to win the war, and that &f we left camp and worked
on the outside we would be helping Ameriea win the war,
and this would be bad for us when Japasn came bver to
ogccupy Amerie@. ....You see that's why we stayed in
camp so long."

In May, 1945, they left Rohwer center and r esettled in
Swink on their present farm, The reason they came here was that
thmk lirs, H's sister and her family have beenfarming in this
region for a long time, They live next door to the Horis,
Farmings ¥

The Horlis are share eropping about 40 agres of farm land
here. They have been gpowing the ususl erop of this area, as
melons, onlons, sugar beets, etec. Asked how farmfonditions
have been, lirs, H, stated:

"It hn‘ﬁg:on bad. But I think Colorado is no place for
small farm operators. If you are soing to farm here
you have to farmflg. You see, you can't make too

much farming here, so if you ferm small your earnings
are very small. The way I see 1t, one mmxhkxkex has

to farm big here to make any sizable income, Of course,
when you lose, you lose more., But you can't lose to0o
mach here. ....

"No ferming here 1s not too bad, exgcept for the weather,
On days like this (it had snowed over 3 feet a week ago,
and kkxwaz there was a severe wind and rain storm blow-
ing outside) we evacuees want to go back to California
all the more," '

The Horis were far from happy on their present farm, They .
have done fairly,wmkk but certainly not exceptionally, For one thing
they had no inbtentions of remaining here, and really have been killing

time until an opportunity comes for them to return to California,
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Return to Californias

The Horis are definitely planning on réturning to California,
They feel that Golorade is no plﬁﬁo for them. They dislike the
weather, X» especlally Mrs, H, They think that farming in Colorado
is extremely hard, and that your income is very limited, Thoyrnro.
steongly attache to California, and within the next will probably
leave here for the Coast,

Their marrlied daughter and her husband are now in LosAngeles,
and they feel that their daugh'er will assist them in getting
a house and located some plece.

Sogial Adjustment:

Most of their friends are Japgneao. One of their daughter's
attends the loecal high sehool. Thelr only son now work; at the
nearby sugar beet factory during the night, there being no farm
work to do beecause of the heavy snow fall, The family appeared
somewhat unstable. For one thing they are definitely planning to
return to California, end consequently they do not feel they ought
to root themselves in the community, economically or socially,

The house they live 1n}:ery small, The living room we
¢ sited in was so smell that we actually had to step over each
other to get across.

Bécause of xme these various factors the family seemed to be

emotionally unstable,
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I vislted the Mameda family today and had luncheon with
them, The Mameda household comprises actually three family
units and ineludes about l* members. It i1s so lurge that the

household eats in two shifts, 1 spent about an hour talking
to Kr, Maseda through whoml I gained a good insight of 1ssei
thinking on a number of subjects.

Household:

l.Mameda family:
Head: WNr, M.; 1ssel; about 60 years
Mra, ik; issel,

Children: originally 5 girls and two boys.
dest daughter (krs. Fujishiro) is married.
oldest son, who would have been about 25
today if living, died a year ago, 1946,
1l son, about 22 years of age, and
4 girls, ege ranging from 20 to 12, still
remain with the family,

2, Fujishire family;
Head: Rev, Fujishiro, nisei, Christienfinister, now .
in Hawall, planning to do graduate work at
New Jersey theological seminary,

Wife: rs, Seda Fujishiro; nisei, daughter of Nr,
kameda; about 29 years.

Children: year old son, Dave.
S. Karuyame family:

Father: WMr, K,; 1ssei,about 66 years; brother-in-law
of Mr. Mameda; works for Mr. Mameda.

Kother: deceased

Children: Noboru, son, nisei, about 29 years of age.
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Family relations:

From all indications the three family units enjoy exsellent
relationship among themselves. Mr, Mameda ix appears to be a
dominent figure in the honuohold, and probably is recogmized as
the head of the household. _

¥r. M. speaks a little English, but find it mieh easier to
speak Japanese. The children speak largely English to their
parents, while the pesrents, lir, M, espeeially, speak Japanegse
mixed with a little English to their children.

¥r. M. stated thet he regarded the Maruyamas as part of his
family, and of courase Mre, Fujiahiro is his own dasught er.

Inkeneral the family and household members appeared very
happy &nd very friendly, and seem to carry on as truly one happy
family, :

Parming.in Colorado:

kr, k. informed that he has been farming in Colorado in this
area for slmoat 40 yeare now. He confided that he has had many
ups smd downs in hisfarm career, especislly in the 1930s.

2In 1932 1 went'broke' farming., I didn't know what to

do then., 1 went to Roeky Ford one day that year and
went to the Court House. I decided I had to do m mething
in order to support my family. I lay on the grass lawn
of the court house and gezed into the sky, as I thought.
Thenand there 1 deeided to resume farming and I was dee
termined to make good. 1 went to the bank and borrowed
some money and started all over again, After that I did
good in farming,"

hr, Mameda felated that he went'broke', as he described 1it,
agein ¥ in the late 1930s. But he did not give'fah He resumed

farming and recovered fromthe loss.

-
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Farming in Colorado: (contimued)
The Mameda family has had a relatively hard time farming

in Golorado. During the war years farming was good for practlically
all the farmers, and the Ms enjoved thelr share of the prosperity,
The ¢hlldren have grown up now, and a good deal of the farmwork

1s done by them. This makea 1t easier for Nr. N,, who had had to
do practlecally all of the work by himself during the 1930s.
Hconomically they are falrly well established at present,

The famlly farms about 200 acres or so on a cash rent and
liﬂ!lg:xnp basls. They grow the usual line of e-ops found in-
thls region, as melons, sugar beets, onions, ste.

Attitude towad the Nisel:
Kr. ¥, is a very domineering character and is very aggressive
and articulate. !He admits this to be true himeself, Ille e¢onfided
hls children
that he tells/he objects to them doing this md doing that., MNr. ¥
has definité 2deas about many things the nisei should not do,
For instmee he objects to their going to movies too often,
objecta to their,gbing t6 dances, ete. He believes that most of
the movies are bad, that the youngsters learn many'bad things
instead of good. Of movles he stated that 1f the nisel go to
appreclate the acting only he would not objeet, as he belleves
acting ls an art. However, he belleves the nisei piek up too
many other things shown in the movie which are bad, as wearing
gaudy clothes, dminking, ete. lle is very emphatic about his
echildren growing up to be perfectly upright men and women., He
frowns upon most of the nisel, feeling that most of them are

immature, and just can't understand many of things in 1life whieh
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Attitude toward the Nisel:

8B&M so obvious to him. He was lntense about his feelings that
most of the nleel were immature, that they were golng off on a
wrong fod ing.
Adeas con Japan:

¥r. ¥, had muech to say about Japani

"Eost people 1n imerica just don't understand Japan, Prior

to the war, Japan was trying to help her dsiatic brother
nations. She wamm't trying to conquer hir neighbor countries.
Look at Manchuria. There she helped to develop the resources
which lay hildden.. If she had not developed these resourses,
Manchuria would have continued t o remain a poor ecountry,

Japen re ver took Manchuris; on the contrary Manchuria remained
ind.pondont. tsee

Now Japan was trying to help Chines develop her country, so
that both Japammxd and China cen trade with each other so

that there wo:ld mutual benefit to the two countries, Xkax
Chine never gould see this. She had been exploited by the
“estern courtries,as ingland end Aimerica, who kept on telling
the Chinese that she shoulldn't listen to Japan as the latter
was trying to conquer China, All the time the Western natious
were intere-ted in continuing their exploitation of China,
Japan saw this, and felt that it would prevent the Aslatie
ecountries from attaining maximum prosperity. She saw that
Asis had become a slw e of the dfestsrn countries, and was
afraid that she might be affected By similarly in due time,

"What Japan wantes to do in Asia was to build a strong Asia
in which the various nations would be strongly united
eéconomically, politically, and otherwige. Japan wanted to
bulld a united Asia in which all the countries will enjoy
mutual benefits. Japan,of course, would be the leader in
thls union, as she“far more advanced than any other Aslatie
country," g

"Wherser I talk to nisei about my ideas on Japan, they think
I'm pro-Japan or crazy. They never have been able to see
the true situation, L

"Sure democracy is good, but you can't change the Japanese

to accept democracy overnight. Some things in demoeracy are
good and the Japsnese ough to adapt these features, but for
the most part they will want to retain their form of governmet,
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Idsas on Japan:

being
Mr, M. cannot be regarded as A pro-Japan, because of hils

views. Ie 1s out-of sympathy with the military regime In Japan
whiech took over the government slnee prior to the war. What he
1s 80 interested in 1s seeing a united Asia, 1l1ke the loose
redsrgtion.that exlsts between North and South Americas. He
beliaveé that only when the Aslatle countries work in close

witheaeh other '
cooperation/will there be an significant advem cement among the

Aslatic peoples,

T.isrlJng diszsertatlion on Japan seem to 1nAleate that
Nr. ¥, 1s mioh more olosely attached to Japan than the issel
who have been evacuated. Thiﬁ 1s probably because he has nét
been affected by the war as mich as the evaeuee issei, Many of
the cvacuee 1:sel, belng Japanese subjects and denied d tizenship,
were strongly attached to Japan during the war, However, with
the evacuation whilgh disrupted their secure living and the defeat
of Japan, many of them have become luke-warm about Japan, For
one thing, many realize that they probably will never he able to
return to Japan, now that they are advanced in age., [urthermore,
Japan 1s In such poor esconomic straits that they do not care to
return there now and for some time to come, Consdquently, ﬁhoi
have been forced to accept the only alternative, that of alligning
themselves imxx with Ameriea, emd If possible securing Ame ican
oltizenship. Like many other lumigrant groups, thejr dreams of
making & fortune 1n /meriea and returning to retire in their native
land have beengimm dashed to pieces., Xhmix They feel that their

only hope for the future lles with Ama ica, especlally now that they
advange” in age, and since many of them have nisei children,
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Attitude tovard religions

Mr, Memeda 1s a strong Buddhist himself. However, hia children
uio strong Christians, Mr. M, 1s rather tolerant about religious
preference among his children. However, he 1s poiltoly eritical
of the Christians. Some of the pertinent remarks he made weres

"All regigion are the same. They all pray to one @od.

Now you take the Buddhist and the Christian., The Buddhi=t
looks at God from this angle (using hands to 1llustraee
what he means), while the Christian looks at God from this
angle (again using hands for illustration purpose),

It doesn't matter what religious faith you be{cng to.

It doesn't make much Aifference to me.

"Now the Christian prays to God, and asks of God many favors
whieh he hopes to get. The Buddhist 1s different. ile
prays to God,md offers thanks (kansha) to God for whatever

he has received. So you see the stian prays to God for
ravora,'while the Buddhist prays to God and merely offers
thanks,

There was a strong hint in Mr. ¥'s dlscussion of Christian
emd Buddhist, that he thinks Buddhisk is = much better religion
than Christianity.

General comment;

Despite his intense beliefs on ecertain subjects, Mr. Nameda
present a well-imt egrated p rsonality. For one thing he displays
‘intelligence, mugch more so than the average issei., From all
indications he xe® and his family seemd to be well adjusted
in the commnity, economically and soeially, The family is rather
popular and respected in the community, by both Japanese and caunca-

sians,
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In company with Maruyama, a ndtive nisel and my guide and J‘/

chauffeur for today, I visited ke Nr,., Harry Tateishl, an ovacuee

issel businessman, He and his wife live in Swink (2 few miles

from Rocky Ford), southern Colorado, where they have their

business establishment also.

Pamily:

Father: Harry T.; issel, about 42 years;
Kother: krs. T; elitizenship and age not known,

Children: none,
Bagkground & personal notes:

Mr, Tatelshl 1s an unusual issei in many ways. For one thing
he is a college graduate (from Fasadena, Calif, full college-«#formerly
called Nagzarene College.), with a major in agricultural chemistry,
Following his graduation he worked for a number of years with the
Californiastate Agricultural Division in the Pasadena branch as
a chemical analyst, specializing in agriculture, Aside fromhis
job with California state, he had his own business, speeclalizing
in insecticide and fertilizer. From all indications he was very
well established from an occupational and finaneial standpoint.

In 1942 xkm he and his wife evacuated to Ht., Kountain reloca-
tion eenter, Wyoming., He elaimed that he was assistant to the
Projeet Director of thé center,

In 1944 he left camp and after surveying various parts of the
country resettled in Swink where he esgablished his business, He
and Mr, Nagamoto, a native issei and abig seed distributor in the
state, formed a partnership and have operated their business on
this basis ever since. Outside the firms building &we two big

signs reading, "Nagamoto Bros, Seed Co." and another "N.B.C.
Insecticide Co."
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Bagkground: (econtinued)

r. T. 1g an unusually aggressive individual, ¥He is not only
intelligent, but seems to be very capable. He was most articulate
during our whole hour or so visit, As a matter of faet he spoke

almost fairly good
continnously/+ithont a break mXmxxk, speaking in/nglish, His
whole preoccupation of 1life seems to be that of makings succerss
inkw his business, Hixxmxixxkkame ‘e repeated him elf often,
and when an sttempt was made to get him to talk on other m bjeects
than business, he dldn't geem to be too interested. His speech
is rapid-fire, and reminds one of sn elderly Italian immigrent,
in accent especially. He uses phrases like: "I wanna....” and
"You gonna....."

In every respeet Mr. T. is & colorful personality, His ag-
gresive nature has made him somewhat unpopular among a few issei,
it was reliably reported. One issei employee of Mr. T,, namely
Teuehuyd, was picked up by the F,B,I.,, and this #ssel had spread
the story that ¥r, Tateishl was the informer. Rev. Sakamoto
informed that this 1ssel employee was extremely pro-Japan, and
talked vociferously about Japan and indicated his fenatical loyalty
to that country during the war.

¥r. Ts 13 extremely dogmetie in some of his my Bdeas, snd
he mekes no attempt to hide this, He spoke to me and my mgisel guide
se 1f he were our father or our teacher, saying fregquently "You
nisei !ﬂlt‘€= this.....you nisei musn't be afraid,...." He has
unlimited energy end unlisited determination and courage., He im-
pressed me as one who can inspire any down-trodden nisei with
renewed hope and ambition, He has the "gift of gab"™ that makes
his speech interesting md eolorful,
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Although in partnership with l¥r, Nagamatsu, Vr, iataishi
sctually manages the business himself, Rhmxfixx This firm
manufactures inscctlecides and fertilizer, mainly, and some
shoyu sauce. fNegamatsu operates his own seed firm In o separats
building, Ue was 111 and consequently no visit was made with
him.) ¥r., T. agxXix works and lives in the factory bullding,
using the rear as his living quarters.

He sells ingectlcides and fertilizer to Japancse as well
as caucasian farmers, 1ln Xkix the astate malnly, but xinmxks in
other parts of the country, as Illinois, Soy sauee 1s sold mainly
to the Japancse wholesalers.

I had a chance to visit the inside of the factory.mmi There
were several huge storage tanks made of wocd, which zkmxaf =re
used to process insectlicides, shoyu, and fertilizer, The place
had gistrong smell of shoyu, asd when I left the place I was thoroughly
permeated with the shoyu odor, especlally my c¢clothes,

From all 1nd1oat16na he 1s doing very well in his business.,
He ever, mm !r, T, lsfar from satlsfied with this cne plant only.
He wante to hxwm establish similar plants in Texas, Florida,
Illinois, Washington state, and California, He 1s very ambitious
ed he 1:7:he type that does a lot of dreaming and planning kmk
but actually carries out his plans,

In front of the factory bullding he has a small laboratory
where he does his chemical analysis m 4 experiments, It 1s here

that he works part-time for the Colorado State agricultural division,

dolng chémical analysis when his scrvices are needed, It 1s not

belleved that he gets any slzable income from thils source,
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uginess frospeots for lsse

ire le. had auech Lo gay ou Business prospects for issel amd
nlsel. lie 1s s0 preoccupled with business prospcets that it was

difficult to get him off the subjeect. Fertinent statements made
en
by him?izig:hu recorded.

és’cgg '¥You nlsej just lorge. the 1ssei, Throw him away,
e's no good any more, He's too old now. His ideas are

too old-lasnioned. Iissel are Gtoo jeal us of eaech other,

They never can work together." (He repeate” this often)-very
empgatically.) -

Nisei: "I 1ika to see you young nicei go ahead in business.
Don't be afraid. If you athink athat certain business 1is
good--G0 AHEAD, START IN THE BUSINESS., You ean talk English.
You know how Lo get along withthe hakujin. Don'! be afraid,
sssssciihen I started in business, I wasn't scare of anything
or any bodye. 1 don't care if hakujin was in same business.

I start in ah my own business.. I wanna see the nisei make
§00d in business all over Lhe country. You see first you
godbta make agood in business. ®ramx Then you have RER®X DOV er,
You can do anything you want, I wanna sée nisei m& ¢ good

in Amerieca. I wanna see nisei get into high government
ofices, maybe get into Congress, maybe even elegc: ed to
president. <.eccee

bon't be afrald of diserimination., You ean liek it if you
maké good in business......

You know I lika the Jews. They're good business people,

They malte good in business. That's why they'we wav up there
in business world., I wanna see the nisei become like them,

I wanna see them make good in business and work together.

i don wanna see the nisel become 1like the issei., They gobta
work together. Farmers, businesa, and everybody work together,

neturn to California:

when asked whether he planned Lo returned to California, kr. T.
stateds

“Sure I wanna go back to California, back Lo Pasadena maybe,
That's the best place. All the Japanese ought to go to
California. For business that's the best place, Farmers
ean make good there too. California has good weather, nd
like Colorado weather,"
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Return to California: (continued)
#hen told that if all the Japanese went to California this would
create Little Tokyos all over again this might be bad from the
standpoint of the future of thenisei, Mr. T, stated:
“Don't a worry about that, Sure there will be Little
Tokyos. Nothing wrong with it., If the nisei make good
in business, that's all that matters. You don't need to
worry about Little Tokyo. You can't help this, No matter
where the Japanese go in Amerieca, you always will find

a Little Tokyo. Just like the Chinese and the Italians,
they have their little towns, ....

"I lika to see the Japanese people in the U,S. united
together, work together, and help caeh other out,"

Diserimination:

kr, T+ was the least bit concerned agbout past, present, or
future disérimination. He thought that if the niseil made good in
their own respective businesses, diserim nation will be licked
by economie power,

"I don't like the JACL making all the fuss sbout the anti-alien
land law in California. What was that case--I guess the
Oyama case. ihy spend all the thousends of dollars in f
fighting the case. Why not put the money in some nigel
business. Forget the issei, why worry about them, They're
0old and no good now. Throw them away. The nisei got to
establish themselves and go shead from now on, ...
"I don't like this WMasaoka fellow. He talks too much about
diserimination against the dapanese., No need to do so muech
talking, we gotta do some action,"
¥r, T, feels very strongly that diseriminatory laws and
practices against the issel should be forgotten and let alcne,
and the issel a: a group also ought to be forgotten as they have
only 10 to 15 more years to live at the most. He fesls that the
AL
issel can tlkéﬁ}homnolvos. It 1s the nigsei that he is mo-t con-
cerned about. He sirongly feels that economiec power will whip

diserimination in a showdown fight.
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Social Adjustment :

Very little was found out about Mr, T's soecial adj stment,
because of his pxux intem e interest in business., WMost of his
day to day activi ies revolves around his business., He has little
time for soeclal activities, although he is not completely aloof
from them, My gulde, Maruysma, informed me that the nisei
baseballfeam in Rocky Ford approached him for financial contribu-
tion, anfd Mr, T, was willing to donate $1,000 provided the team
advertized his firm, The team had received donations fromother
businessmen and individuals and turne? down this generous offer,

He 1snelther a strong Buddhist or a strong Christian. It is
brxkaxsdxthak not known what his preference 1s, nor does Rev.
Sakamoto, nisei Christian leader, know.

He has a number of caucasian associates, largely business
assoclates. He doesn't mix too well with the iscei, as he is
a little too aggresstve for them., He gets along better with the
nisel, My gulde stated Wr. T, is probably the most intelligent
issel in the community,and thinks very highly of him,

It was not learned whether he belonged to the loecal Chamber
of Commerece. (Possible cheek on this ean be made.)

General Comment :

From all indications kr., T, seems to be happily adjuste in
the community, economically and soeially. His determination to
make good wherever he establishes business is mainly responsible
for this stability,
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Evacuation losses:
Mr., T. very casually informed that he lost about #£25,000

#ne through the evacuation, He sald:

"Oh, I don't care. I lost #25,000 in the evacuation,
But' I gdonns forget it."

kr, T's willingness to forget his losses due to the evacua-
financlally
tion ighainly due to the fact that he 1s/well established
at present with hls golng business in operation and previously
accumulsted wealth, He 1is capable, intelligent, aggressive and
knows that hé éan recoup much of the lossés 1f not nore through
his own 1nitiative in business, Furthermore,he 1z relative
young as an issel, and having an American eollege etucation
is very Americaniged.,
It isfelt that he is not typieal of the average isse! ar

even the average nisei with rd-poet to forgetting evacuation

losses,
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Tonight at the home of Rev. and Wrs, Sakamoto in Rocky Ford,
a dinme r-meeting was held with many nisel leaders of the community
attending. 1In all there were twelve in attendance ineluding myself:

Christian
Rev, klzo Sakamoto: an i1ssel serving as nisei/church work
in communit y, about 35 years; evacuee
rs. Sakamoto: nisei, about 28 years; evacuee; Christian
Mrs., Seda Fujishiro: native nisei married to a Hawailan nisei
Christian minister; about 29 years; Christim
Noboru Maruyama: native nisel, about 29 years; farmer; Christhan.
¥its Harada: native nisei, about 20 years; farmer; Buddhist
Yujli Harada: native nisel, about 30 years; farmer; Buddhist;
married.
Sam Kawata: evacuee nisei about 28 years; farmer; Christian.,
Mrs, EKawata: native nisei about 25 years; strong Christian,
as is her family (Ushiyama).
krs. Kushino: native nisei married to an i1sseil; about 28 years
Mrs, Salkin: native nisel, about 27 years; Christia
Tom Onoda: evacuee nisel; about 28 years; married native
nisel girl, who is Mrs. Salkin's sister; operates service
station, Believed to be Christian.

The group indulged in dinner first, with the group splitting
up in three groups of four. Some kind of goulash and rice was the
main course, with a variety of other food stuff served,

¥rs., Sakamoto, following the meeting, informed that the
group was an unusual collection of nisel, as there were two strong
Buddhiste represented, namely the Harada boys, and a number of strong
Christiens, as Mrs, Kawata (formerly Niss Ushiyama) and Wrs,.
Fujishiro (formerly Kiss Mameda)., MNrs. Sakamoto stated Nits
Harada never stepped into their house once before tonight, and
kept away from them as if they were poison, She stated his brother
Yuji Harada 1s more social-minded.

The meeting which followed the dinmer was conducted informally,.
Rev, Sakamoto asked me to talk about how the Japanese have been
adjusting inthe major areas théy have resettled in, I spoke of
the eccnomie and social adjustment the Japanese have made in

Chicago, Colorado, and Los Angeles, polnting out specific examples,
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DINNER-MEETIN. WITH NISEI GROUP 15 Nov 46

T, Yatsushiro
I had intende~” to speak only briefly about the gl tuaticn in
Chicago, and turn the meeting into a Aiseussion about the various
problems facing the nisel and isseil in Colorado and this region,
Hov ever, aome of the group were rather imt erested in conditions
in Chicago and elsewhere ad prolonged this phase of the meeting.
Prior to evacuation: & influx of evacuees:

Among the natives there was a consensus of opinion that prior

to the war the Japaneae families vere falrly well inéegrated in
the community, and that there was no so-called Japanese problem
here, m:;:ii::i, especlally, never thought themselves of being
Japanese until the evacuation. The community as a whole wasvery
friendly, and the Japanese got along s+ell withthe rest of the
community.

It was only since the eoming of the evacuees into the area
that the native Japanese began to fedl more conscious of théir
racéal background, and there was a feeling of tension among them,
For one thing thexm Japanese population for the commnity inereased
@ d this made the group somewhat prominent in the eyes of the
commnlity as well as to the native Japanese. The discussion
revealed that there was a deep but silent resentment on the
part of the native Japanese, but this has gradually died,

as
especially/most of the evacuees left for the West Coast.
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T.Yatsushiro

Segregated Japanese orgm izations:

There was a genersl consensus of opinion that segregatidd
Jepanese orgm izationghs thm churches were necessary, natp‘?roaehnd
the nisei who otherwise would never attend the chureh servige.

When I first broached the subjeet--not knowing that there were
Buddhists in the group--Yuji Harads, a strong Puddhist, immediastely
stated:

"Now, I'm a Buddhist so there isn't any such problem as

the segregated chureh. Buddhist echureh membership 1s

made up almost exclusively of Japanese. Il ever, if I
a Christian, I would say that there 1s a need for a

segregated church among nisei.snd issei.”

Somehow the group felt that pikmwx prior to the mkmm war the
segregated nisel mhme Christian group was weak, but with the
ecoming of the evacuees 1t became stronger., Now there $§s a feeling
among the nisel that they fire more at home with their own group.

Rev. Sakamoto took considerkble time trying to interest
the group in roﬂﬁiéﬁfR’B!%.1 eirele, which would be non-religious
in nature, and which sould earry on various social activities as
book review, arranging for a speciel speaker to talk to the
group, ete. The group se8f/fairly interestéd, and e date in
the near future was =et as the first meeting., This circle, if
ever formed, mighg’ix: a ugseful memx purpose dmong the nisei,
in meking them more ssmxmniXyx conscious of community and national
and world problems. It will serve to cement better working relations
between the Buddhist and the Christians, who heretofore have been
at loggerheads, especially the issei. (This Christian-Buddhist

conflict &8 related in anotner report.)
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Japanese Culture:

The group felt that there is more evidence of Japanese oul-

ture) among farmers and rural people in general than those in

the urban areas, This,they felt, was due to the fact that there are
thaxfaxxmeex less soelal activities among the farm people than

among the city people. The o1€§22%'13’3.11y eontact with all

kinds of people, while the farmers are somewhat lsolate on their

respective farms,

Soelal Organization:

Among the nisel there is no overall organization. There %x are
the Buddhist and Christisn ehurch groups. There is a farmers
agsociation xam un?ﬁﬁ?:§:;t°§b native Japsnese families, one of
which is the Harada family,

@ver ten nisei veterans belong to the Yoeal chapter of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars, a non-Japanese organi:ation.

One nisei, at least, bo;ong to the local Chamber of Commerce.
He 1s Tom Onoda, who was present at the meeting,

Among the nisei fellows there are about 2 or 3 basdball
and basketball teams, wrich play eaeh other during the seasons,

md also play against Denver nisei teams and partiecipate in the
Tri-State (Colorado, Nebraska, Wyoming) nisei sports tournament.
Ordway nisei baseball team won the regcent Tri-State baseball
tournament ehampionship, in which about 13 nisei ball tem s from
the three states competed,

Aside from visiting families, and the other activities mentioned
above, the nisei and issei visit Denver often, especially during the

winter when the farmers are enjoying a 2 or 3 month vacation,
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T. Yatsushiro
General commqﬁtg_

The meeting dld not last very long, as some of the geoup
had to leave a little early. Rev., Sakamoto took eonsiderable
time talking about his ideas about forming a nisei cirele, that
the discusslon 414 not cover many of .the things whieh I wanted
to go into more thoroughly,

in general the members of the group seemed to eppear well
adjusted in the community, economically as well as soeially.
There appeared ne major problems., There has been very little
diserimination or any imsk major incident involving Japanese
during and after the war,

The group was a fairly intelligent group, but mueh of the
discussion had to be prodded along by my questioning,



Po 1

, 21 Nov 46
The following taken from the files of Denver, Colo ,/5'3
DENVER UNITY (JOUNCIL ‘ T. Yatsushiro

April, 1946
"AMENDMENT TO CITY BUSINESS LICENSING ORDINANCE NEEUED BECAUSE;

Repeatedly during the past three or four years, individuals
have been refused licenses fo no ream nother than their raice.

A restricted zone wascet up during the war outside of which
Japanese were not granted liecenses, This is roughly Mr, Fresques'
district: 18th north to the river and east to High,

Japanese people have learned that they willnot be granted licenses
outside of this area (witha few exeeptions),so that now very few

people try.

¥he following are exampk s of cases vhere licenses were
refused on a racial basis:

l.Mr. Shibata, 2544 Champaa --refused a soft drink license
when he arrmgec to buy agrocery., Reported by James Curtis,
War Relocation Authority,Sept. 1945, :
2. Mr.Jdoe Horiuechi, 2915 Arapahoe --refused grocery license
about April 15, 1945, Groeery at 50th and Franklin, Repa ted
by Clark Garman,

Se Mrs, Kanal --refused a license for the Hotel Batione,
1722 Larimer,

4. Anson Fujioka--refused license for gasoline stand,
Wazee liarket --both owner and gasoline company had agreed, Later
was granted ahotel license at 2200 Larimer. (Clark Garman--1943)

5. Joe Hirabayashi--refused liecense for cleaning establishment,
East Colfax in 1944, ‘

In some of these cases, rather than giving the applieant an
outright refusal, Captain O'Donnell, Mr., Kirsehwing, ete., would
delay so long that the buyer and sel® r in the case wouldn't
walt any longer. One man lost several hundred dollars while walte
ing for adecision on a hotel license,

Last fall, the Colorado Gouncil of Churches applied for a .
permit toeonduet a hostel for Japanese coming out of relocation
center at the Burling Hotel, 22nd and Larimer. They were sent
from Capt, ©'Donnell to Kirschwing, and were finally going to
the Mayor when the space was rented to someone else,
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Talk with Mr, Glen Earle T, Yatsushiro

Had an hour's talk with ¥pr, Glenkarle, who is a Labor
Relations Advisor and Minority Répreaentativo with the State.
Employment Service. The organization 1s at present going through
a transition from the U,8,E,8, to the Btate., Mr, Zarle has been
with the Employment Service sinece lMarch }945, Prior to this he
was 1th the National Youth Administration here in Denver,

Mr, Earle works at a rather high echelon in the Employment

knowledge
Service, and consequently his/of the Japanese kmamim situstion
here. in Dénver and Colorado was somcwhat limited.,mmi However,
he provided some pertinent information, The primary purpose of
my vislt with him was to find out what employment opportunities
there were for nisel and lssel in the city and the state, and
to what extent diserimination prevailed,
Foundries:

Mre. Zarle informed that during the war n‘large number of
nisel and issel men were employed in the various foundries in
the eity of Denver. Hr., Earle guessed that there uwere about
500 workers in all employed at the various foundries, and of
this about 150 were nisei or issei men, He said his estimate
of the number of nisel and issel employed was purely a guess,
and th@t he gould be off by 50, The nisei and issel did mainly
labor and apprentice work, in other words semi-skilled and
unskilled work. He thought the number working now was relatively
small, mainly because some of the foundries shut down since the

war's end and because many evacuees left for California,
Mr. Earle thought that the Japanese foundry workers did very

well and established a good reputation, =xm A,F.L, union was

the recognized labor union at the various foundries.
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NoYohs
While 4r. Earle was with the N.Y.A., which was prior to

Mareh, 1945, he stated many young nisei boys and girls found various

part-time work in the eity, Many niseil girls found seeretarial

work, while nisel boys found skilled work as mechanies and

machinists., He spoke rather highly of the work done by the niseil

boys and girls. There is no N.Y.A. now,

Feder
overnment work:

Mr, EZarle did not know for sure how many nlsel were employe-

by.the various Federal agencies in Denver, but he thought the
number was relatively small compared to the iar years, Some of
the Federal agencies mmxtmmmgik which may still have a few nisei
employees weres

War Agsets

Farm segurity Administration

Veterans Administration

Bureau of Heeclamations,

fie informed that he knew a gisel girl who 1is employed by the
War Assets as a .ncretary-at CAP-3,

The War Labor Boeed, which is now abolished, hired 3 nisei
women secretaries. He stated one went East, one went back to
Californis, and one got marrlcﬁu-

in general mmxx the nisel were employed as sceretaries or
elerks. %r, ELarle did not know of any niseil who got a professional
rating, #r, Hgrle stated that there 1s less prejudice toward
hiring nisei secretaries or clerks than hiring Negroes or Spanish
in similar positions. He thought there is less diserimination
in hiring nisei as eclerks or secretaries than there is in the

professional elass of work,
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i *) vate Industry:

ihen asked what the general poliey was among private 1ndﬁ3triot
with respeet to hiring nisei m d 1sseil, Mr, barle stated rather
irritatingly, "Damn it, 1t differs with different firms." He
thought ingeneral that the‘bottor class of jobs, as professional
type of work, skilled work, department store saleslady jobs, ete.
==!I closed to the nisel or issel, Onthe other many of the leading
hotels and restaurants 1n.town have hir:;7gisoi and 1lsseizkmxwaxk
bat in the lower class of work, as chambermaids, janit&rs. dish-
washers, bus boys, ete.
Froduce Firmsi

lr, Earle stated during the war hundreds of nisei were
employed by the various produce firms. He didn't know how many
were employed now, but he Lhought since meny have left for
California Rmk not very many were working at presant,
| in general the tvpe of work the nisel did was manual labor,
AFL and CIO:

lir, Earle confesse” that his sympathies were more strongly
tied withthe CI0 than the AFL, In gon;ral, he stated the CIO 1is
mich more liberal about hiring minority workers than the AFL,
He stated he once talked to an AFL leader over the question of
hiring Japanese m% at Toner's Ine. and this AFL man stated:
"Hell, the CIO me is accepting them,so we gotta accept them too.”
lr. Earle explained that this was more of a forced acceptance,
as 1t was a question of m;intniuing unionpower through larger
membership.,
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AFL and CI0: (continued)

¥r, Earle explained that probably the roaaén the AFL is
xRxR prejudiced aslin't accepting minority members is because
noat of its unions are of the skilled and professional workers.
The CIO is organized on an industrial or vertical basis, that
is the skllled and unskilled workers of a partieculsr firm are
organized in a loeal union.
Local Heonomie Structure:

Mr, EZarle astated that the whol§ state of Colo:rado li! largely
RemR dependent on agriculture for its livelihood., In general
the standard of living here 1s very low. He thought wages here
were extremely low. He pointed out that the State legielators
get only $500 a joar. This meant that £ks only the‘idle rieh
could afford to run for she State legislature,
Request for Nisel Workers:

¥r. Earle informed that the other day he had an urgent
request far from a caucasian firm for a nisei female stenograrhe r,

but he was unable to locate eny nisei to £1l11 the position,

Frivate ZSmployment Serviece:
Mr, Harle mentioned the fact that a private employment service

was making a lot of money in acting as a job brole r. _VHo didn't
know the name of this egeney (It is believed to be Yamato Service
Bureau--analyst). He didn't see why nisel ought to pay &k money

in order to get a job,when there is a government employment service
as his which offers such services free of charge, He informed they

have a branch office near 18th snd Larimer.
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Mr. Danny Sullivan & Mr. Steele T. Yetoushiro | ;

Had a very pleasant visit with Mr. Danny Sullivan, a member of the
three member State Civil &nieo Commission. He introduced me briefly to
Mr. Steele, xx a second member of the Commiseion. I didn't get to meet the
third and last menber of the oouminalén as he was_out a2t the time. Both
Mre Sullivan and ire. St;nlu were very )inmt and cooperative. Their office
is in the State Capitol Bldg, room 314, phone KE 1171.

Mr. Sullivan was formnriy the chairman of the commiseion. He has been
am member f.or o number of years now. [e is a man of about 55 years, is very
plump and fdt, and in generaly very friendly. Vhen I explained to him the
nature of my miseion in Denver and Colorado he immediately retorted:

"Ae. far the eivil service comumission of the 3tate of Colarado is
econcerned there is no diecrimination whatecever because of race,
color, or creed. I know during the war there wae a little pressure
put on the Japanese Americans. For inetanee, I remember one state
agency refused to accept a mikmx Japanese Ameriean stenographer. I
told that ageney, 'If you don't eccept this stenographer, you're
not going to get any body else.' That agency accepted that
stenographer. ...

"The Japaneee Americane who have taken our exams have all passed,
and they have been placed. There is not a single case of a Japanese
American who tock the exam and passed who was not pleced in some
state job. I think we have about five of them right now. (Here

he called tol his secretary and meked her to take out the records
of the Japanese inericans employed by the state. The secretary
brought the records in and gave me the names of the nisei and

what position they held and in what agency they were employed.)

"They 're¢ all good workers. They are very well liked by their fellow
workers too. I know cne or two of them quite well. For instance,

i know lirs.iichi Terasaki. ©She's a tiny girl, but she's good.

She's on vacation--going tokx have a baby."

With the aid of hie secretary iir. sullivan gave me the names of the
by the state
nisei employed/as follows:

1. Hobert . Horiughl: Bookkeeper with the Board of Education. He began

working on October 7th, 1946. (Horiuchi formerly ffdxhimxawm carried
on his own accounting business. lie may still be doing this on the side.)

2. W Is now a clerk-typist with the Publiec Health Dept.;
en employed for the past five years,since 1941; now on sick leave.
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3« Mre. Mabel(Inouye) Uyeda: Bacteriologiet with the Public Health Dept.j

employed since June, 1946. Oraduated from Colorade U. in Biology.
Parents in Ft. Lupton; native Coloradoan. Her work ie primarily
that of testin: blood for various disease.

b 8 e ima; etenographer with Public Health :Dept.; she worked
in an s but early this year left for California; 5he had
a permanent job.

Mre Sulltven was unable to reeall the 5th nieei who is or wae employed
by the State eivil serviece. He stated that all those mentioned had permanent
appointments.

Wr. Sullivan admitted that hardly any nisei were in any professional
or executive positions He was quite sure whether the bacteriologist job
held by Mrs. Uyeda was classed aes professional,mx but he thought not.

It eah be safely stated that none of the jobe paid more than $250. per
month. The clerke or stenograhere got around §138. per months. The bookeeper
and the bacteriologist probnbly/!li around §200. per monthe The wage scale
of the State of Colorado, as indiedted in other reports, is very low compsred

to the iederal pgy scale.

&o ﬁ!ll‘l
Mr. Steele informed that early during the war years he was a teacher

at Manual High School, where the bulk of the Japanese-American students are
found. He spoke very highly of the evacuee students saying:

"Why, they were really smart. They knew exactly what the require-
ments were and they were alwaye at the top of the class. Sowe things
I had been teaching the seniore for three yvears, why the Japanese
American students from California who were only in their firet or
segond year knew without my telling them. I was amaged at how
advanced they were."
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Zeneral Qomseuts

From all indications it appears that the State Civil Jervice Comuilssion
is very fair-minded about hiring minority wembers to & State jobs. Apparestly
not very many nieel have applied wkxiha State office jobs. Frobably this is
because the pay seale of the State eivil service system 1s relatively low
compared to the lederal. lore nisei took jobs with the various Federal
agencies during the war, and this is believed to be mainly because the Federal

pay scale wae higher.
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urs. Mabel Uyeda. T+ Yateushire Y f"'

Tollowing my vieit to the Sthte Oivil Service Oomatssion, I patd alshort
vieit to the State Public Health Depte There I had abrief chat xkk with Mrs.
Mabel Uyeda, wife of Bob Uyeda, an evacuee from California. BHecause ira.
Uyeda was on duty I hed only foﬁ minutes with her.

Mabel ie 2 nisei of about 24 or 25 years of age. dShe is rather shy but
friendly. Her family farms in Pt.; Lupton and are natives of Colorado. Her
maiden name iz Mabel Inouye.

She attended U. of Colorado at Boulder for four years,majoring in biology,
and graduated last year some time. sShe then came to Denver and got some
hospisal training. Sinee June of this year she has been employed by the
gtate eivil serviee as a bacteriolggist in the State Puble iealth Dept.
she works in the Nlood Test Division, and herjob comprises mainly of making
blood teat for various diseages.

She is very happy in her job end is well liked by her fellow workers,
whe ere all caucnsians. x -

Asked kbhether she had sny difficulty getting her eivilservice job,she
anewered in the negative and continued: :

"] think that whether a nisei can get a ecivil eervice job all depands

on the individuale. I think theee who are capsble and go ahead to

look for o job he or she likes can find_ile osescee ,

"I get along with the hakujin girle here/swell. I've never had any

trouble at all."

From all indications Habel appears to be ansaxx intelligent and up@bh
woman. She prepared herself for the type of work she 1:;‘50113; in college
and is very happy in her present position.

Mabel's husband ie a nisei from Callfornia, who is at present uorﬂu
at kxk a produce firm, the Federal Pruit Produce. iabel informed that is on
the verge of getting inducted into the army, and consequently is passing the

time working at the produce firm.
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1 visited the Yamato Service Bureau, located at 1221 19th St.,
and talked with kr, Yamato first and then with Nrs, Yamato, The
Yamato Service Bureau 1s described in a mm previous separate
report. One of its main services is that of a job broker, or
1 -cating employment for any nisei or issel applicant, Rumx It
charges a fee of 10% ﬁ?rtho first month's wages of the applicant
who 18 place ! in a job.

when I first visited the Bureau, only lr, Yamato and his
deughter, 17 years old, were in. Mr., Yamato stated that he
wasn't as famlliar with the employment situstion in nDenver as
his wife was and sugge-ted 1 see her. However I talked to him
and later in the day 1 revisited the Bureau and talked with
¥rs, Yamato,

The main purpose of my via:t}gt the Yamato Service Bureau
was to obtaln more info mation on %z employment prospects for
issel and nisel in the eity. Most of the information was gained
from Mrs, Yamato.
Stenographers and clerks:

¥r., Yemato state’ there were some niseli working as stenographems
and clerks but he @idn't think there were very many., e thought
the main reason for this was the fact that the salary was rather
low. He stated the salary ranged from $25. to $35. per week, and
that §35. was definitely top pay. Mr, Y, stated they mmve received
calls from Caucasian law firms and business firms asking for nisel
elerks and stenogrphers, but in some cases they haven't beenable
to fill these jobs as the nisei don't seem to be interested in

this type of job, probably because of the low pay.
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Hous 4

¥r. Y. thought there were about 200 nisel girls working as
housemaids, X% I told him that I thought this was & high figure,
and he explaine’ that many nisei girli were part-time students,
getting their room and board plus a little spending money while
they are going to school, bkMprs. Y, estimate: that there were
about 200 nisei girls working as domeaties, which is probably
closer to the truth,

Mr. Y, related that when they first opened their business
in 1943, the gpmy housemalds were being paid sbout #50 to §60.
per month, lie stated he attempted to raise the pay secale by
refusing to place any nisel girl in a home that was mot willing
to pay more than §60. He established $80, as the minimum at
first and was able to place many nisei girls. This is currently
the minimum pald any housemaid inthe eity. HOwever, at present
¥pe. Y, stated that they are trying to ralse the minimum housemsaid
pay from {80, to §100., Some homes are willing to pay as high
as §125. per month for a nisel mm girl, and even then they have
had difficulty trying to Tind a nisei girl who is interested.,

r., Y. informed that many nisel girls have quit their house-
maid work to leave for California., Consequently there have been
many vacanclies,

Both kr. and Mrs. Y. state” that the caucasian families need-
ing housemaids lll?iiigrniaai girls, as the nise!l are muech more
trusted than say the Negro or the ¥exiean. Purthermore, the niseil

has established a good reputation with regmrd to xk= work efficiency.
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Housemaid: (econtinued)

Mrs, Y, stated there is a big demand for nisel housemaids,
and that they have been having difficulty filling these requests.
¥rs, Y. related an interesting story of how mkmx they used the
acute demand for housemalid in breaking down diserimination in a
certain firm's employment poliecy. The story goes that Mrs. Gates,
wife of the owner and operator of the big Gates Hubber Company of
benver, called the Yamato Service Bureau to request a nisei girl
to work in her home, MNrs. Yamato promised that she will try to
find a sultable nisei girl,xs and very shrewdly inquired if her
husband would not be willing to hire mix Japanese Americans at

in return
his Rubbery Company. Mprs. Gates/promlsed to talk to her husband
about the matter and to eall Mrs. Y. about it soon., MNrs, Y., staterd
she is A expecting a call from Mrs. Y. any day now and is hoping
for a favorable reply. This iﬂﬂ‘ll like a horse-trade,but from
the standpoint of opening up employment opportunities for the
nisel md lssel it lookyiike a xmx good one, (I called Mrs, Y.
on Nov. 26 and learned that she talked with Mr, Gates who informed
thet he and his personnel manager werd willing to hire Japanese-
Americans but felt that since many of their maxkax caucasian
workers were veterans who had experienced bitter war experiences
it was not an ideal time to hire nisel., The Gates Company officials
were fearful that hiring nisel might result in labor frietion and
consequently in deereased production. lirs, Yamato felt this was
a justifiable fear, and thought later on GatesCo, might open 1ts
empl vyment doors to the nisei,) Mrs, Y, alsc informed that she

was able to find a nisel girl to work in the gates home as a house-

Bﬂido’
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Aluminum Company:
¥r, Y. informed that he placed about 15 nisei in an aluminum

company early 1946, but that this company went broke shortly after-
wards, (This 1s the company that Bob Kohama, case study, worked
for very xhaxkkyx briefly. It seems that quite afew businesses
were established in Denver and shortly afterwards went out of
business for one reason or another,)

Produce firms end Packing Sheds:

There are over 60 produce firms and packing sheds in Denver,
it was learned from a count made of firms listed in the telephone
directory, Mrs., Y, informed that a large number of nisel and
isséi, mostly nisei fellows, worked in the various produce firms
and sheds. she didn't how many worked during the war or how
many are now employecd. OShe informed that most of the nisel and
issel go direet to the firms snd secure Xhm jobs themselves.

4 young issel or a kibel who was in the office at that time
estimated that there were about a thousand nisei and issel working
in the variousfirms. He stated, however, that with the farm season
now over and winter setting in, most of the nisel and issel have
been lald off and the number employed now is much smaller, e
further info med that some nisei m 4 issei have all-year-round
jobs, consequently they are not affected by the season,

The estimate of a 1000 is definitely high, and it is not
believed that this was reached ab any time 4 nee the war when
they began hiring nisel in large numbers. Théf informant who made

the estim te, however,was convinced that that many worked, ex-

plaining that practically all the workers were Japanese Americans.
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Produce firme <...(continued)

With the lerge number of evacuees having left late in 1945
and early in 1946, the number employed at the produce firms has
definitely dwindled. During the past summer season it is estimate”
about 175 1ssel and nisei (male md female) worked in the various
froduce firms. n°§ withtﬁo xumx farm season over and general
slack in the produce firms, many have been laid off and probably
only about 75 or 100 at the most are employed.

It was learned kimk (through this same informant) that
Hartner is the biggest produce operator., He has three big produce
firme = d sheds,namely, the Hartner Produce, the Rocky ¥ountein
Produce, and the Ridland Produce firms, This same informant
stated that Hartner alone employed about 100 nisel m d issei during
the busy farm season.

KMany highxz school students work in the produce firms during
the summer, when school 1s out and when the produce firms are operating
at their peak,

Denver Glass Bottle Company:

¥rs.Y, informed that his office sent about 12 nisei to &he
work at the Denver Glass Bottle Company., They were mostly farmers
and GIs, The minimum pay for non-union members is 86 cents per
hour, while the union men gets a minimum of 92 eents per hour.
¥rs.Y, Adldn(t know whether the nisel he sent whma are union men

or not. The firm manufactures all kinds of bottles
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Denver Bar Supply Company:

Mrs. Y. info'med that this is a Jewish-owned firm whiesh manu-
factures and bottles ketehup, pieckles, ete. She stated that a
few months ago she sent a few nisel and 1ssel women to work there,
and that the owner was so pleased with these workers that he
asked for more issei and nisei women. In all Mrs, Y. stated
she sent about 15 issei md nisei women. Formerly this firm
employed mm a caucasian-Mexican erew, but has now replaced it
with the 15 issel m 4 nisel crew. #rs, Y. stated they get about
60 eents an hour at present. She trled to raised i1t to 70 cents,
but the owner at that time stated he will start the workers at
60 ecents first and possibly raise them later.

Asked about what the reaction of the displaced caucasian-
lexican crew was, lps, Y., stated she didn't know, She thought
the owner just preferred issel and nisel women workers,as they
seemed to be good workers.

(NOTE: This is the case reported in a previous report
on the Sanada family.)

Tasty Food Company:

Mrs. Y. state’ that this firm makes potatoe chips,and that
she sent about 6 or 7 nisei and issei workers there.
Pryor Inec.:

This firm manufactures garments as overalls, and much of the
work involves operating big power-sewing machines, Mrs. Y, stated
she sent between 10 and 20 issel and nisel women at this firm,

The pey was 60 eents per hour. Reecently they put all work on a
plece xim basis, and this cut down the earnings of the worker.

Consequently some quit sinece the war's end.
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Hotels and Resteaurants:

Both Mr., and hNre. Y. informed that a considerable number of
issel and nisel (male m d female) work at many of the leeding
hotels and restaurants in town. Nr, Y,, who has a tendeney to
exaggerate, estimeted that there were about a 1,000 1ssel mnd
nisel working in these places, Thir 1s Adefinitely an inflated
estimab e, but the hotels and restaurants are probably the leading
places of employment for lssel and nisei, They work mainly as
dishwashers, bus boys, or hotel malds, Some are cooks, elavator
bperators, bell hops, but not very many. All this refers to
restaurants and hotele operated by non-Japanese.in the better
sections of town. No issel or nisei is a waliter or a waltress
in any of the leading restaurants or hotels. PFProbably the top-
noteir job is held by a Tom Kashino, a nisel, who 1is employed at
the Brown Faelsce as a bookkeeper and store-keeper,

It was learned that nisei fellowes don't like to work in
hotels and re-taurants, because the only jobs avallable to them
in these places are of the meniasl lebor elass, These jobs are
more popular among the issel men and women, whdé are not skilled
in any particular trade and do not mind the menial kasks so much
as the nisel,

Zgg Packing f1 ms:

The Toner's Ine. hire about 25 issel and nisel, mostly women.
Sharoff Co. also hires a number of 1ssel and nieei, mainly women,
The work is largely that of grading and packing eggs for retail
distribution.
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Senate Supply:

A few nisel fellows are employed as shipping elerks here.
Yarehouse works

¥rs, Y. reported some nisel x» fellows arc¢ mmployed in various
warehouse firms, doing largely manuldd labor, as loading or stacking
merchancise In the warehouse or from the warehouse to a rail car.

Gardeners:

A number of 1ssel and nisel, mainly issel men, are employed
&8s gardeners in the elty, Wrs., ¥, didn't how many or where they
worked, The number is hot believed to be very large.

Hospitals:

A number of nisei and some issei are working in the various
hospitals in town,/zgn deneral Hospital, the Children's Hospitd ,
and the ¥itzimon Hospital. Most of the work done by the Japanese
ere of the menlal lsbor class, as Janitors,xm dishwashers, and

Some are cooks or stewards,.

maid work,/ The pay is relatively low.
At® Lines Food 3Service:

A firm has a exclusive conbract xam with the air lines to supply
them with ell the necessary food for the passengers, This firm
formerly hired meny negro porters, Rt and krs, Y. reported the
firm'e manager disliked the ANegros as they stole food and in general
were not good workers. Consegneutly, the manager began hiring
Japanese Americsns, and he has been very satisfied with their work.
dewiah Country Club:

Mrs, Y, reported that a Jewlsh ecountry e¢lub in town hires a

number of Japanese Americans as cooks, Janitors, and bus boys,
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&gggggo companxg

¥rs, Y, informed thet she knows for eertain that two nisei
fellows are employe” a blg luggage factory as apprentice at
present,
kalntenance Dakery:

This is a Jewlsh owned firm. A few Japanese are emploved
herey, as bakers mainly,
Furitan Béery:

This is also a Jewish owned firm. A mumber of Japeness are
employes here as bakers mainly,
Denver rfie Company:

This is alsc s Jewish owned firm, A number of Japanese are
hired here also.
Skilled work:

bpes Y. reported there 1s a nisel jewder employved at a leading
dewelry firm, owned by a Jew, Mus, Y. though: there a few other
nisei empl yed i:}?::elry firms

irs, Y. though' there were a few nigel employed as mechaniecs
at some of the bilg esucasian garages and ax to service firms, but
the number 1s small,

Clothes Pressers:

ips. Y, informed that a number of issei and nisel men are
caucasian
working as clothes pressers at various/elothes ecleaning firms
in town. They make $1.00 an hour. Mus. Y, informed that a

number of GIs are apprentice pressers,
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Work Tefiritely elosed to Japanese:

kre, ¥, stated that the big department stores are definitely

against hiring Japenese in any ecapacity in their stores,

The trueking firms, which engaged in hauling good over
long distance, refuse to hire nirel as truck drivers., MNrs, Y.
stated only in one route, which is a very bad route, will the
trueking firms hire a nisei,

Fartiesl reason for diseriminatory employment poliey:

Hr, and Mps, ¥, both believed that in most ¢casez the owner
or manager of the big firms were not prejudices against the
Japanese, but refuse to hire Japanese mainly becanse their gaucasien
employees, who are unionized in gome firms, prefer not to work
alongside any Japanese, Mr, and ¥ra, Y, feels that the owners
or managers of the various firms, which do not hire Japanese,
fear that if they hired Japanese workers this might eeuse labor
frietion and consequent decrease production and effielency.

They feel that the owners and managers are not km to be blame-
but the employees.for the disecriminatory employment practice.

A reason why a preponderange of the issel a 4 niseil employed
at the caucasian firms are doing manual or mefdnial, is partially
due to the faet that not very many of the lssel aad nisei are
skilled workers or trained in a particuler trade, especlally the
1ssel.

Some big department stores, as Pennys and Gpant, hire a

few hisel boye as kitechen helps and stockroom clerks,
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Low Wage “gale in Denvers
#r. end Mps, Y., stated that the prevalling wage seale in

Nenver 1s relatively low eompared to Los Angeles or to Chiecago,
Vrs, Y. info med that the average starting pay for nise! or
1gsel men in most of the placees is between 60 and 75 eents,
For the tnsei/hnd7:;;in the average pay is about %25, per
woelk,

They agree”, however, that the cost of living is correcspond-

ingly lower here in Denver than 1t 1s In Los Angeles, or Chicago.

Unemployed issei and Nisel:

Mrs, Y.,informed that they now have a list of about 60 nisei
and issei who have applied mixhxkmmm for jobs at their place,
She 1s trying to place them in some type of job, but zo far has
been unsfuccessful, Most of the 60 applicants are farmers from
rural Colorado, and some out-of-state people, With the farm season
over for most farmers, plus the recent disastrous weather, many
farmers have flocked into the eity in an effort to secure private
employment for the winter, and some to recuperate from the losses
they suffered through farming,

The number msimmkiy who are able-bodlied and looking for work
but who are currently unemploved certainly runs nigher than the
60 who have registered with the Yamato Serviece Bureau, Frobably
it 1s well over 100, Hany are changing from one job to another
just about this time of the year. For 1nut¢leo,7§g{ produce firm
workers lll!llll;ls have been laid off and are now seeking work
elsewhere, The farmers, especially nieei boys, are just beginning
to flock into the gcit, seeking private employment now with the farm

season just about over,
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Genersl Comment:

Both ¥r., and Mrs. Y. were rather optimistiec sbout employment
prospects for nisei and issel here in Denver, They felt graduslly
that many of the big firms elosed to the nisel anAd i1ssel now will
open their employment doors to the nisel md 1ssel,

The Yamat® Serviece Buresu is px now the only Japanese-operate~
firm that aects dfﬁob broker among other Xkimgx serviees they
render, They charge a fee of 10% of the first month's salary
from the applicant who 1s placed in a job by them, There is no
charge otherwise, They have gradually dstablished quite a repu-
tation among the Japenese here, and more and more are seeking
private employment through them. Aside from the phone ealls

various
they receive from/employers, they sean the ad section of the
newspapers daily, and also eall up prospective employers to in-
quire if they need empl-oyees. Through this method they have
developed a wide eontaect, and know the various ecsucasien firms
gquite well., Xaxmekxkkx With regard to housemaids they get calls
daily from various prominent esucasian families who are in nee?
of a malid. Many report to them that they heard of the Yamato
Serviee Bureau throuzh a friend of theirs who got a reliable

housemd 4 from the Bureau.
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CALIFORNIA ST, ¢OENUNITY MATHODIST CHURCH 24 Nov 46
Nisel Christian church service T.Yatsushiro

Atten’ ed the usual morning nisei service of the California
Street Communlty Methodist Churech, located at 25th m 4 CAifornia
streets. The issel Christien group met from 10:15 to 11:15 a.m.
with Rev. Uemura as presiding pastor., The niseil Christian grﬁup
@t from 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 pym., with Rev, K. Sasaki as the
presid;ng pastor,

Desplte the snow, which started fromearly morning, there
were about 40 to 50 nisei, the ususl size group, in attendance. _
The agef xmxgm of those in attendance ranged from 16 to 29, mankky

inxtam
The service was conducted as usual, except the theme was

on "Thanksgiving"., Rev, Sasaki delivered the sermon ss wéll
conducted the entire service.
Following the service the choir,composed of asbout 20 members,

practiced.
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Had a pleasant visit with EZdwerd Nakagawa at his place of
residence at 2719 Arapahoe Street, phone TA 4559, FKis mother
and grandmother were both home but they remaine’ in the back rooms
and care out only to serve us refreshments,

Famiyy:

Father: 1ssel, works for a firm which prepares lunches for

the alr lines.

Fother: 1ssel, housewife; about 55 yesrs

Children: Edward; nisei; ex-GI, x-ray technicimm, about 29 yemrs.,

Jack; nisei, about 27 years; unemployed at present,
a strong pacifist,

Others: Ldwardds grandmother, issei, about 75 years.

Edward's father was out so 1 didn't meet him, He has been
working for some time now with & firm which makes all the lunches
and dinner for the air lines. It was learnmed that he is rather
satisfled with his present job, Nrs, N, 1s a shy friendly woman.
The grandmother is elderly but still rather healthy. Jack is
very unsettled at present as to what he wantsto do. le is eur-
rently unemployed. From previous acquaintance it is known that
Jack 1s very religlous and commnity minded., It is believe” that
he 1s a Christian, contrary to the rest of the famlly who are
are strong Buddhists, He goes to the Brotherhood Fouse fellowship
gatherings qguite often and has been seen at various other Christisn
m 4 eommunity gatherings, Hdward stated Jeck is interested in
enrolling at some college and majoring !n chemistry, Ldward didn't
think too mueh of chemistry as a major., It seemed that there is
a distant relationship between Jack and Hdward, and for that matter
Jack and the rest of the family, 5i==‘dntatcd that he didn't know
too mueh about his brother Jack, this because they didn't associate

too much together., Outside the home they have never been seen togeher,
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Eduestional Background:

Lddard completed fxymabhieg collgggﬁ:g?ggo U, of California,
Berkerley, Calif, in 1939, He majored in business adminis'ration
and foreign trade, He stated he wanted to go into medieine but
dldn't feel he was able to afford the necessary expense that go
with x medical training. He then thought of majoring 1ln some
general liberal arts course,but he dldn't feel this was practical
after he finished college. As geompromise he majored in business,
whiech he felt had some practical value following "1a gfaduaticn,
However, he never got ilnto any business following graduation, but
worked on nis family farm near Modesto, California.

lie first eompleted two years at dodesto Junior College mmd
then finished the remaining two years at U, of California.

fe xa% related how many nisel majored in eleetriecal engineering
in gollege and endec up by working in some fruit stand or on the
farm,

He thought if he had to do it all over again, he would go
into mediecine., He felt there was more chance to advan ce in this

field than any other.

Army experience:

id. was inducted into the army in 1941 and served continuously
until December, 1945,when he was dischorged. ¥= In all her serve’
44 years in the army, He never did go overseas, but served at
various camps throughout the country. Hecause of his army service
he never experienced the evacuation, although his family 4id,

Of his army expefience he stated:

"I was always with a hakujin outfit, Most of the time I

was the only nisei in the unit, I got along swell with
the hakujins,"
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Fanily Bnoggroundl

Edward'e family lived and farmed ix near Modesto, California
for many years prior to the war, They farmed on a very small ecale,
8dward informed, They still own still acres of farm land,as vell
as a farm house, idwerd stated he himself did not want to gZo baek
to farming, and he dldn't think his parents wented to especislly,
Family ivacuation;

The famlly, with the exeeption of Ldward, voluntarily evacuated
from kodestc, Californla and came to Denver where they have been
ever since., The family owned & passenger sedan and gfruek, both
of whieh they drove out to Denver with as mueh of their household
belondings they ecould load on the truecke They had zmm 2 "jalopy"
which they left behind.

They made arrangements to leave their farm land and house
with en Itslien farm outfit, which has been renting out the farm
to tenanta., The Nakagawas get a amall income from the rental,
However, Lhey feel that keeping their farmland under cultivation
wag most lmportant, and that 1s why they turned over the masnggement
of their farm to the Italian farm outfit (Gianini).

Coming out to LUenver they sold their truck and got a small
sum for it. e wiahtdﬁﬂa’hgd kept 1t a little loager as prices
went up after thet and they eould have gotten a good prigce for
their truek., However, he explained that everything was so un-
certain at that tlme that the family just sold it to get some
money.

Ed, dldn't have much to say about their evacuation losses, but

%% from all indications they have not suffered as much as the average
Japanese family that evacuated,
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Ldonomlec Adjustment:
From allindications the family 1& very well adjusted economically

in the community. Jack is temporarily unemployed, and is thinking
of enrolling at some college. lowever, I'd #x has & good job as

an X-ray tecinician at the Filtzimmon Hospital, which 1z und-p
federal jurisdiction. iie has a U,3, civil serviece rating sf in

Sub Professional class. It is not known what &= salary he asctually
receives, but it 1as bellieved to be mmmx about a CAF-7 salary, or
about$2980, or possibly more. Bd likes his job, and is quite
happy. e std ed he wished he had a Frofessional rating, however,

Ed's father has been empl ye'! for some time now with a caucasian
firm that makes lunches for the alr lines, The two easlily make a
combined montnly income of over {400.00, and this mx is far more
than the living expenses incurred by the family each month,

H :

The family lives on the first floor of a detaghed house, while
another Japanese family lives upstairs., Each famlly hes its own
kitehen, but they share the bathroom locate’ on the second floor,
The house iz heated by m huge o::l7itovos locates in some rooms.
A1l in all the famlly 1s adequately housed. The house 1s old
bug substantial, and 1s located in the poorer regidential district

of town, in one of the three mxkm major Japanese residential districts.
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Soeial Adjustment:

From all appearances Ed has a well-integrated personality.
He is an active and strong Buddhist leader, He edits the
Uenver Bussel Bulletin, a monthly magezine. Aslde from this
he is very aectlive in sports, cspeelally inthe organizational
end.afxkkx At the moment is acting as chalrman of a self-appointes
committee, mostly Buddnist members, whieh L1s trylng to sponsor
the coming Basketball tournament, Ed stated that there are ten
temas lined up already, and that there will be en "A" and a o
League. Ed4 informed that last year some business firm sponsored
the basketball tournament, but this year none of the Japanese
firms wants to sponsor it. Consequently the PBussel Rmkkx took
it upon themselves to sponsor it. The tournament will be opened
to a1l teams, Buddnist, Christian, and non-religious teams.

id #x is a lesder with organizational abillity., ¥He related
how he nhas been experiencing difficulty getting support fromsome
Buddnist merbers, but ne also related how he has been able to
discover someé hidden talents in hisz group and how they have proved
to be good workers,

sith a college education Ed 1s wery intelligent,and quite
articulate. He has a pleasing way about him,xmi whilech influences
and wins friends.

Moat of Ed's friends sre nisel and he associntes with them
very freely. ie is well liked and respected by hix the Buddhiet
group,and others as well.

e 18 a member of the JACL, but not a very active one.
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JACL:
Ed had much to say about the JACL. He stated:

"You xnow, before the war I strongly opposed the JACL,

1 didn't think much of it, I didn't feel they were

dolng much for the nisel.
Then juet after the war broke out, many 1ssel were pleked
up by the FBl. The JACL was kiaxad accused of being the
informers feinthe arrest of the issei. I dbdAt think they
were informers for all the arresty, but I felt they had
something to do in some CuS€8: covee

An issel friemd of mine, ¥r. Ambo who used to run a big
cleaning establishment in Los Angcles, was interned, kuk and
when he returned 1 talked to him. He was bitter agalnst
the JACL befo e the war, but he told me thet all the
Japanese ough to support the JACL as there would no more
Japanese Assoclations. When I heard him, after being

utf in an internment camp, speak favorably of the JACL,

1 felt I had no right to hold any grudges against the JACL,
1 was never put to any hardship a8 he W88. seceves

I felt thet during the war amixmax the JACL 414 some good
for the Japanese, At least they dldn't try to do anything
bad., Thelr motives were sincere an< above board. Even now
I feel they are trylng to help out the JApanesc,s sese
Beecanse of this I felt I had no right to hold any of my

0ld grudges against the JACL. I think the Japenese tharoughout
trhe country ought to support it, as it is the only national
Or‘ganization- ses e

Many nlsel still gripe against the JACL. lany of thess Foopl.
have no righ' to gripe, as they are not JACL members., If they
were members it would be different., I feel that those who

have any gripes ageinst the JACL, ought to join the organiza-
tion and Improve the organization where they feel need improvigg.
Just staying on the outside and taking pot shots at the JACL

1= not golng to do any good, "

"The Denver JACL is rather insctive. They have a membership
of elose to 550, but very few attend the meetings. Gawd, the
leat meeting I altende’ there were only about 30, Thsat's

bad I think, 1 don't know why the nisel don't take a more
active interest inthe organization. sseecee

¥any of my young Bussel friends, who I tried to get interested
in JACL, all tell me X& "Aw, the JACL 1s for the married and
older folks". ieek, I'm not too young, but I class myself
withfhe young people.

"I think the ought to get the young folks interested,
After all, 1t will have to be t he young folke who will have
to carry on after the older folks. That's exactly what I'm
trying to do in the Buddhist group."”
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JACL: (continued)
"Many people don't like Mike Maseoka. Sometimes I feel
¥ike goes too far and talks too mueh, but if he doesn't
do what he's dolng, no one else will, Heck, it's really
a sserifice to do what he's doing. Hé's not doing it for

money, kx becsuse he can't make money anyway you look at
it., He's really trying to help the Japanese,

Buddhist other groups:

Ed informed that the Buddhists are holding a big conference
just before New Years, December 28, 29, and 30, They are staging
a big dance on Degember 28th, He informed that many other groups
were planning on holding dances about the same tirme, For instance
JACL was planning to hold a dance on the 28th, but he called
up Dr, Mayeda, JACL president and a Buddhist, and persuade” him
to chanee the JACL dates., Now the JACL is holding their dance
on December 23, 54 informed. The the YWCA is holding a Kamex
New Years eve dance., And another nisei group is holding another
about the same timeé, KEd stated:

"fhe other groups better wateh out, cause they'll go in

the hole, The Buddhi-t dance has never gone in the

hole so far. we've always made money, We get the

orowd. You take the JACL; they've lost money everytime

they staged a big dance,"

Ed informed that the Buddhiet dance 1= to be held at the
Cosmopolitan llotel, one of the three or four leading hotels in
town,

#d informed that the puddhist group sponsored a skating party
open to the publie the night before. [ie astated he didn't attend
but later the preésident of the YbA, kiss -azzy Iwahashl, informed
that the affair was & financial success, although most of those

attending were non-tuddhists.
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Hobby and Recrestioni

Ed is an ardent lover of elassicael music. He has s whole
eolleetion of Dethooven, Tschalkowsky, vraWhs, ete. During the
visit we spent coneiderable timé listening to his records. e
has his own studylng of music and 1s quite versed in classical
musicg knowing the various gymphonies by heart. ile stated he
becsme intere-ted in mueic while in the army, Uwo'of his nisel
GI friends were ardent music lovers also, a:g.c;nvertod him,

Aside from music 24 likes tennls as a gport, Ne had plannes
on playing tennis today, but becesuse of gnow abandoned this,
Heturn to Cglifornia:

4 md his family definitely 1s not interested in returning
to Celifornia at the present time. iHe stated maybe after a few
years they may return, but they weren't sure about thies, They still
have their farm land and a house to return to if they declde to
return, However,they feel that they are happy here in Denver
end prefer to remain here indefinitely. For one thing Ed. himself
is sgeinst the family resuming their farm, He feels there is more

opportunity to advence economically in jobs other than ferm.
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DENVIR BUDDHIS! IHURGH Deaver, Golo ¢0
Nisel Servige T, Yatsushiro

The Denver niseli Buddhist group held their usual morning
service tonight instead. 3:h. fourth Sundey of every month the
usual morning serviee is held in the evening irs tead, begause it
was felt that this might 1000mmbdnto those who may not be able to
attend the usual morning service.

It had snowed the whole day and the streets were covered with
snow, consequently me t of the mkx members falled to attend,

The service was to begin at 8:00 p.m. but 1t was well after

81350 when 1t actually got under wav, At that time there were
only six nisel and one issel in attendance, and this was the
total attendance fo: the whole evening. Rev, Tsunoda, nisel
priest, presided and after the preliminary devotional, he stepped
down from the platform and gave an informal lecture and déspensed

with his prepared sermon, Using the wall blackbospd, Rev. Tsunoda
first

/eompared Christianity with Buddhism, and fs then deseribes the

different xxmkx Buddhist sects, again comparing them with the
Christian sects. The lecture was most interesting and impressive
in that 1t pointed out the strong similarities between Buddhism
and Christianity with regard to their historical development,
"God" or "Jemowah" of Christianity was described as an equivalent
to/4RkA=P 0 Buaanien. "Jests Christ" of Christianity is
equivalent to "Shakamuni Buddha" of PBuddhism.

As the Jews do not accept the Christian's "Jesus Christ",
s0 among the Buddhists there is a difference %m among the various
sects in interpreting and recognizing "Shakamuni Buddha",
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Among the Christians, the Unitarians believe in the supreme
God only and do not recognize Jesus Christ as a manifestation of
God, while the Trinitarlans believe in the "Pather, the Son, and
the Holy Ghost" as three equal components of God, that Christ is
a A manifestation of God.

Among the Buddhist, there 1s a similar difference among
the sects., The 3Shin seet, to which Rev, Tsunoda md his group
belong, believe "Shakamuni Buddha" (equivalent to Christianidty's
"Jesus Christ”) is a a manifestation of "Amida Budcha"
(equivalent to Christianity's "Jehobah"). Some other sects,

1 believe Rev, Tsunoda said gen, belleve that "Shakamuni Puddha”
1s a nistorical befling who was merely a teacher of "Amida Buddha¥s"
teachings and not a direct son of "Amida" at all,

It appeared that hho Shin sect seems to be a little more
liberal in their interpretation of Buddhism., Rev, Tsunoda state:
that their Shin seet looks to their sutras (equivalent to Bible)

and an end ia itself,
am not as being infallible/ but as a means to an end, Rev,
Tsunoda was critical of those Christians who lock tothe the
Bible as being infallible and an end in 1tself,

Rev. Tsunoda was slso c¢ritieal of the Catholies,xxa in
their ascceptance of the Fope as being the chosen representative
of God, and conscquently possessing powers to forgive the dally

sins of vatholic followers.,

Buddhism was likened to the FProsestants in that both
believe in the direet relationship between man and God, whiech

was contrasted to Uatholigelsm in that the Pope was the intermediary

between God and man,
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Rev. T, explained that some Buddhist seects emphasized"works"

over "Paith", as the zen seoct, but other stressed “falth” over
"works", as the shin sect.

Many questions were ralised by the few members In attendm ce.
One asked how one would know when he attained "Nirvana", the
ideal state whieh all Buddhist strive to attain. Rev, Tsunoda
had a vepy difficult time answering this, and finally confessed
hé didn't know becsuse he never has attained it himself, and
further "because I have never &ried to attaln 1t",

Rev. Tsunode explsal ned that it wasn't so muech a question of
what one did, but rather a question of falith in the attalnment
of "Nirvena". lle stated thet some who have attained "Nirvana"
were known to have been drinkers (liquor). He then stated
rather jokingly, "I wish I was a zen priest. They can drink
and monkey around women.," There wes & general laughter.fak

The mmekk service which began at about 8:30 ended about
10:45 pem.
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While having dinner tonight at Fred's Restaurant I had a chance to talk
with Hank mm,...,hm o e Cathay American Legion Post 138,
which is probably the only established nisei veterans post in the mainlandg
U.8. Hank 133:%11:01 of sbout 29 years of age, although he seems to appear mach
older than that. He and his family formerly lived in the San Francisco, Calif,
region and voluntarily evacuated to Denver in early 1942. His parents and
most of the family members are now living together in Denver. He and his family
rather like Denver, and are not too anxious to return to California at the
moment. They have a house and property to which they can return anytime they
choose to. It Was not learned exactly what Hank is doing in the way of a job.
He is very active in the various activities of the community (Japanese). At the
recent JACL-NWAA carnival held in Denver, he acted as the emcee. He coaches and
manages the bowling team, baseball team, and basketball team thnt?ﬂl Cathay Legion
Post sponsors. He is a fairly prominent figure in the community,xmst who spends
much of his time in the Larimer district.

As fime was limited and as I was mox most interested in learning some
background
facts about the Cathay legion Post, personal/facts about himg were sacrified
xhmxkxikm in favor of information on the Post. However, his attitude on nisei
veterans organization was gathered.



P.2

. De r
., CATHAY AMERICAN LEG1 . POST 138 29 .ov L6
via Hank Tsuchiyama T . Yatsushire

History of Cathay Post:

About February, 1946, a group of 16 or 17 Chinese Americang war veterans
were interested in establishing a ¢ U.5.0. for Chinese American servicemen.
_ However, the group finally abandoned this USO project because they felt that
th-r:7:.ot enough Chinese American nomﬁn to make the project worthwhile.
bonuquontly thy approiched some of the nisei war veterans, one of whom was
Hank {suchiyaga, and discussed the possibility of forming & American Legion
Post composed mainly of Chinese American and nisei war veterans. The nisdi
veterans thought this was a good idea and immediately began forming the Post.

organigation :

They were given the blessings of the state/and the leading local Caucasian
chapter.

In August, 1946, the Cathay Post was officially inaugurated at a fm
ceremonial-banquet which was attended by prominent Legion officials and
prominent state and local political figures.

" The membership of the Cathay Post fluctuated from time to time since

prior to the

the initial formation of the organization. During the summer/amibadodkis
time of the official inauguration, Hank estimated that there were close to
150 members, largely nisei with about 30 Chinese Americans and very few
caucasian veterans. At the official inauguration there were about 75 charter
menbers, about 60% being nisei and 4O Chinese Americans. Hank stated that
the drop in membership was largely due to the fact that many nisel mkmex
members left Colorade to return to California or to go elsewhere. Hank, howevey ,
informed that a number of nisei membors who have left Colorade have continued to
maintain their memberBhip with the organization. At present there are about
75 members. Hank informed the organization conduct regular monthly meetings

but the group has met more often in the past to discuss various projects.
; number of Lw
kt—these-menthlymestings/Chinese American members who are living in Wyoming,
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History of Cathay Fost: (continued)

Nebraska, Cklahoma, and various parts pf the Colorado mxkm attend the monthly
meetings. The same thing is true for some nisel members. Hank boasts that
some of their membership even extend far east as Chicago, as well as the West
Coast, However, the bulk of the membership is from Denver and nearby areas,
as Brighton.

The Post has leased & two-story building on Market Street near 20th street
in the larimer District, and this is where they have established their headquarters.
As reported in an earlier report the rron?/’:;i::o first floor is found & bar and
a small dence hall, while kkm in the back is devoted to a regular restaurant
serving Chinese food. The restaurant is operated by a private individial on a
concession basis, The second floor is mxkmkx devoted &m mainly to a gambling
operation, which is conducted nightly. The gambling is sponsored by the Post
itself and consequently it is believed that the organization derives its finances
largely from this source. The income is believed to be tremendous, as countless
number of nisei patrons have reported to me that they have lost hundreds of

dollars there.



P.A

: De >or
CATHAY AMERICAN LBEGl... POST 138 29 dov 46

via Hank Tsuchiyama T. Yatsushire
e Niset o ti ‘
Bank went into a long spiel defending his segregated nisei wt.orm'
organization, and was bitter xi toward those who criticized his outfit on the

basis that it was segregated and consequently bad in the long run. He was adamant
in hds belief
/that the nisei, weterans or norn-veterans, must unite in a body to fight off

discrimination and to advance themselves. He is thoroughly convinced that this
is the only course the nisei can follow. ?ﬁ pertinent remarks he made im are
as follows:

"One nisei veteran (I believe he said his name was Osada) is & member of
the American Legion Post No. 1 here in Denver. It is the leading Cauca-
sian Legion Post around here. He told us, we'rd segregating ourselves
and that this was bad. Hell, just because he's a member of a hakujin
outfit doesn't mean much. He doesn't mix in with the hakujin members.
They don't accept him on an equal basis. Sure, when he goes to &he
regular meeting, the mkhmx hakujin members pat him on the shoulders

and say hello, but outside the meeting he is a stranger to the rest.
Where does that put him. Hell, if I am going to be a member of any
organization I want to feel that I'm the equal with the rest and I

want to be treated as a friend not only at the meeting but outside

the meeting.

"Oh, hell, we get to meet more big shot hakujins than Osada can by being
& member of a hakujin outfit. For instand the Lt. Governor of the state
has dropped in to us; the attorney general of the state has visited us;
the city judge knows us well. Lot of other big shot hakujins visited us
or know us well. Now, the solereason why we have been able to meet these
big shots has been that we have a segregated post. They all know us
better this way. ¥We would never have been able to meet if we were simply
members of a hakujin post.

"Sure they accept you in the hakujin organization, but they don't want to
associate with you ocutside the meetings.

"lWie have some hakujins in our post. I told them this. If they wanted
to join our post they must be willing to mix in with the rest of us
freely. I want them to be willing to visit me at my home and meet

my family, and I want to be able to visit them and their families.
Tosmkxkiven At a dance I want them to be willing to dance with my
sister and I want ki to be able to dance with their sisters. I'm not
asking them to let me marry their sisters. No, I just want them to
accept me and the other nisei as real friends..

"Lot of the nisei and issei don't like our post because it's segregated,
and that it has both nisei and Chinese. Hell, they don't realize that
we can do more good jmix by being segregated than just joining a hakuj
outfit. '
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Segregated Nisei Organization: (continued)

"Why, last year we sent telegrams to our state senators and representa-
tives in Washington, D.C. urging them to vote for the evacuee claims
bill. They respected us because we're an American Legion Post.

The American Legion is the most powerful organiszation. They have
members all over the world. When the Legion speaks, Congress listens.

"Now, you bake Lakeside Dance hall. Cne of our boys was turned dmex
away from the dance. I called the manager of the Lakeside dance hall
and just told him. I alsv called the leaders of the local Legion
post, and they promised to help us. Hell, now they're lebting nisei
in the dance hall. Why? DBecause as an American Legion Post we have
& xkxxm powerful voice.

"I know Judge Black of Denver well. He told me that we nisei got to
fight for our rights if we wantm to get any where. He told me if we
didn't we wouldn't get anything. Furthergore he state, if we didn't
he didn't want to know us as his friends.

"Hell, the nisei around here are too contented. They' don't care to
protect their rights or fight for them."
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The Young FPeople (nisel) Christian conroren:; 3{;33; Inter-
mountain @ircuit staged their 13th annual conference/during the
period November 29, 30, and Degember lst, 1946, Although the
conference is the 15th of its kind, its history dates back 16
years, or 1930. This discrepancy is due to the fact that during
the war years of 1942, 1943:7%944, no conference was held, because

of various reasons.

Frogram:

Beginning from 6:30 o'eclock Priday Night (Nov. 28) the
conference continued almost without interruption until 5:00 o'elock
Sunday evening (Dee. 1). The Following is a roughf program of
the entire conference:

A. FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 29 --Trinity Methodist Chureh, 18th & Broadway
6:30-8:00 pem. =--Reptstration
8:00-8:30 pems =--Opening Service
Speaker: Rev, Raymond A, Waser
, Firet Plymouth Congregational Church
8:150-10:30 p.m.--Mimer (soclal)
10:30 p.m. =-=Closing Thought
B, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30

1) Horning snd Afternoon --YWCA Camp "Mount Lookbut"
Bellle
a) 10:00/to0 12:30 p.m., -=-Symposium:

(1) "Discovering Yourself" --Dr. Arehie Bahm,
U.pt. of Philoﬂph s Us of Danver

(2) "Making a Happy Home" -- krs, Ola Burgessen,
Head of FParent BEducation, Uenver Public Library

(3) "A Pnilosphy of Life" -- Dr. Franeis Brush
University of nénver (former missionary to F.I.)

(4) "The Apomic Age" -- Dr, Huston C. Smith,
Direetor, Religious Activities, U, of Denver.
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Frogram: (continued)
b) 12:30-1:30 pems == Luncheon (and recreation)
e) 1:30-8:30 pem. =--Discussions (group)

(Group divided into four, eaech discussing one of the
four topies of the morning symposium)

1) Evening -- at Albany Hotel, Cathedral Room, 17 & Stout Sts.
7100 «9:00 pem. --Annual Banguet
Address by Rev. Lean Paul Roberts,
Dean, St. John's Lpiscopal Cathedral
9:00-12:00 p.m. =--So0cial and dance
C. SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1
7:00=10:00 aems --Sunrise Service at Red Hoeks Amphitheatre,
Mount Morrison, Colorado
Speaker: Rev, Kenneth Smith, pastor
Epworth Merthodist Churech,
(Breakfast served)
11:00-12:00 a.m. -=Delegates free to attend any of the
churehes in town., MOst attended the
California °t, Comrunity Methodist Chureh,
12:00-2:00 pe,ms ==-Luncheon at California St, Methodist Churk h
Hosts--Fujinkal of Japanese Methodlst Chureh
2:100=4:00 ==Closing Service

Speaker: ULr, Floyd L. Sampson, Head,
Départment of Heliglon, U. of Denver,

( Included installation of new officers for the
coming year.)

#x 4:00-5:00 pem, --Conference picture
(Pqcture taken by Wilshire Studio - -Mikmkem
-~ldkaru Iwasakil)
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At tendance:

The attendance varied at the various meetings of the entire
conference, from 80 at the Sunday Sunrise service to about 250
at the Saturday night banquet-dance. The various estmhtes are:

FRIDAY: Opening services --about 125
¥izxer (social) -=-about 200

SATURDAY: Lookout Camp, a.m. & pem,--about 100
Banquet-dance -~ about 250

SUNDAY: Sunrise serviece --about 80
dfternoon session --about 150

The bulk of the attendance were Denver nisei. However, many
camé from other parts of Colorado and other statds as follows:

Scottsbluff, Nebraska -- about 25
Wyoming -- about 12
Oklahoma & Utah --none or very few

COLORADO: (outside Uenver)
Greeley district: about 12
Brighton -- about 20
Hoeky Ford district -- about 15-20
Ft. Lupton --very few
Littleton -=few
Fueblo & Colorado Springs --few
Upand Junction == very few
San Lyis Velley --none

It was lasrned that generally nisei from the farm areas come
out in greater numbers than they did at this confsrence. Howevér,
because mf Colorado was hit by its worst snow storm in 83 years

eventing
several weeks ago/mudxpxewcexvbed farmers from harvesting their
sugar beets, many of the farmers are now trying to hearvest their

beets as the snow isthawing out and the weather is good. This

prevented mahy nisel farmers from attending thé confer:-nce.
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Attendsnce: (continued)

Speaking to some of the leaders of the Conference, it was
learned that they had anticipated only about 200 atd conseguently
they were elated at t;:;::tondance.ux The leaders were fully
aware of the fact that many evacuees had left Denver and Colorado,
and were consequently pessimistic ofer the attendance prior to
the Conference, It was learned that areas like Pt, Lupton and

reglstration
San Luils Valley had sent in a/gsmss list whieh indicated a good
delegation from both places, but at the last minute cancelled
most of the registrations. All other areas of Colorado had a
relatively poor representation in terms of number of delegates,
Qutside of Denver city, Scottsbluff, Nebraska had the best
representation with about 25 delegates.
Meeting a Need:

Speaking to many individuals who attended the conference, I was firmly
convinced that this annual conference met a definite need of the young
nisei Christians. Most people felt that this annual affair will be perpetuated

who had attended every conference since its inception in 1930,
for years to come. One nisei/talked about getting the younger nisei to
attend the conference and to uhouldor.tho burden of planning for the annual
affair as the misdex nisei like him were getting old (he u:a7::t:: ;g years
of age) and ready to graduate from the group. This only underlined the
desire of the nisei of perpetuating the annual affair.

Especially for those nisei, mostly farmers, who lived away from Denver,
this conference mxx is something they look forward to with great antieipation.
For one thing, the conference provides them an opportunity to meet other

nisei, mistxambxmsoofxiksmsiny dither to renew or make acquaintances. It has

hmeR served to some extent km as a promulgator of romance between nisei boys
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Meeting a Need: (continued)
and nisei girls, which in some cases resulted in marriage. Many nisei reported
to me that most of the nisei come to the conference purely for the fun and
entertainment it provides, not so much for the religious inspiration that
it is doﬁmd to provide. This seems to be verified by the xkkm attendance
at the banquet and dance held on Saturday night, which was the largest of any
of the various functions staged during the entire conference. Many of the
nisei further reported that if it weren't for the banguet and dance, many of
the nisei would not come to the conference. As a matter of fact Rev. Sasaki,
px nisei pastor of the California Me Xt. Methodist Gxsmm Church and advisor
for the mkxmk annual conference, admitted very frankly that the hsmmmskdance
which followed the banquet on Saturday night was included in the conference
program FelsStEmbXy byt for the first time in the conference's 13 year history,
because it was felt th&t it would eerve a®s an inducement to the nicel to attend
the conference. The ministers prefer to cdll the social functions as
"fellowship".

The conference theme "Now To Liva" was well emphasized and from all
mik frdications well received by the deleghtes. There were many exceldant
speakers and discusshan leaders who challenged the delegates &m at the
various sessions to "live now" in the Christian path. It seemed that this
message left an imprint on many of the delegates , and £f only thie hadf been
ecoomplished the conferace could be mkim called gouccess.

Many were heard to have expressed the feeling that this conference was
one of the best from all aspects. A good deal of this feeling stems from
the fact that a dance was held following the usual conference bhangquet.
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Segregation:

fev. Garman, Chairman of the Colorado Committee for Pair play, rettwed
(bignp\iml minister who hui served as missiomary in Japan for over 30
FEEs years prior to the war, xmi active commuhity leader in assisting nisei
and issei fight various forms of fisorimination, and ardent advocate of #x
nisei integration in the larger community, x strongly felt that the segreghted
nisei Christdan Conference was bad from the standpoint of kzx nisei integra-
tion. He is very strongly for the quick break up of segregated nisei Chris-
tian churches and for nisei joining mmixpxe dstablished causasian churches.
fie believes the continuation of segregated nisei unite will only tend to
perpetuated discrimination and pr§gjudice against the nisei and that kx best
remedy for this is for the nisei to abandonf their segregated unite and
lose themselves as members of qnumian organisttions.

Although there is much to be said in favor of Rev. Garman's arguments,

the bitter f@t remaine that throwing overboard all existing segregated nisei

| units will not negessary solve the whole problem of assimilations The bulk
of the kmmk nisei are not ready to aceept uulnrih” in caucasian organisatioms
and feel at home. They still prefer to eling to kkkx their own groupe They
seem to fedl much more at ease in their own group. Without, say the segreja-
ted nisei churches(Christian), it is doubtful whether any significant number

of nisei will join{ Caucasian churches or even attend the church sevvices.
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Leadorship:
eleoted

The officers/for the coming 1947 year are as folbows:

Mre Jos Ariki, preeidedt

Mr. Bdwin Hagihara, lst vice-presidatt

Mise lelen Nakamura, 2nd Viece~President

Mise Eiko Watanabe,xSmxxsxximzxsixxy, >rd vice-presfdent

Miee Mami Katagiri, Oorrespoding Segretary

Miee Grace lda, Recording Secretary

Tom Amano, Treasurer

Mise Helen Murosaki, Historian

The outgoing president is Mies -Alko Fukayama, a nisei of about 24 years
of age. The incoming preeident, Joe Ariki, is a college grad of about 23
years of age. The entire roster of officers for the coming year are nisei
below 25 years of age. The agcent is definitely on youth.

There is ample evidenee which indicate that this annual conferemee
offers the youngeryf nisei an opportuity to develop kkkx their omn leaders.
Min Yasul, JACL representéive in Denver, felt that from this standpoint the

nisei
' confemence was a useful/project.

Rev. Sasaki feels that the leadership training that many nisei get
in the segregated Christian functions makes the nisei betltr able to step
out into the larger commuhty and participate in the various community
orgahizational activities.

The officers of this Conference are all from Denver region. This has
been traditional as it makes it convenient for the cabinet to meet as a body

to plan for the coming confermce.
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Through Min Yasui, JACL representative, and personal observation certain
facts concerning the Spanish Americans can be mm stated now. Because of limited
time this report shall be restrictdd to xim only certain facts which are felt
to be important because they have some bearing cn the Japanese population.

(NOTE: For a more complete report on the Spanish Americans refer to

"The Spanishs#Speaking Population of Denver -- Housing Employment, Health

Recreation, Hducation;" published in April, 1946, by the Denver Unity
Countil, 438 East Colfax, Denver }, Coloradec.)

Population:
The aforementioned report on the Jpanish-Americans in Denver states that
(really people of Spanish ancestry)
 there were 14,631 Spanish-speaking people/in early 1946.
This report estimatecs that 93% of the total Spanish population ymm are American
born, consequently citizens, and the balans> of 7% born in Mexico.

Residential District:

The population in generel is found living along the South Platte River,

Acco, to the rog:rt,
or the central pm section of the ecity. / of the total population is

and close-by
located in/t.he Larimer District region. This is the same area in which the

bulk of the Japanese populstion is found living.

The Spanish-American report states that 9 out of every ten of Denver's
Spanish population live in houses that are substandard. While the median age
of & house for all cf Denver is 29.8 years, the median age of houses found
in and nearb, the Larimer District, where both Spanish and Japanese are living,
is 48B.4 years.

The report makes this pertinent cbservation:
"This study has shown that the Spanish-speaking people in Denver are

highly concentrated in a small area of the city, and that their housea xm
are more likely to be substandard than the houses of any other nationality
Eroupe.

"Botl,; these things are self-perpetuating. A child born in poverty and
living in a Spanish-speaking neighborhood most, or all, of his life
obviously has & limited opportunity to become an integral part of
community life."
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Residential District: (continued)

Rental: In 1940, Spanish-speaking families paid a median rental of $11.
per month, as compared to $30.70 paid by the rest of Denver's families.
In 192:’3;::; families were paying a monthly rental of between $14.30 and
$23.40, The report does not give the median or average rental paid by the
rest of Denver's families in 1945, but certainly the figure must be much
higher than the median rental of $30.70 paid in 1940.

Comparing 1940 and 1945 the report states that the Spanish population
is less concentrated in the Larimer District and nearby areas kham in 1945
than in 1945, the difference having been dispereed in slightly better residential
districts. This movement out of the Larimer and nearby areas left vacancies
which were filled by the Japanese evacuees who began migrating into Denver
from early 1942 on thru 1945. Consequently kkxmx much of the report's descrip-
tion of the Spanish housing situation is applicable to the bulk of the Japanese
population in Denver, who live in the larimer and nearby areas.
Economic structure: |

Much mfxkhke data on the economic structure of the Spanish population
can be gained from the report previously mentioned. In general it can be
stated that the bulk of the Spuni:ﬁu/;zmhtion are in the lower-type ana
laboring class of jobs. This is partially due to discriminatory practices
kx against the Spanish by Caucasian employers, and partially due to deficiencies
in the Spanish adults themselves. For one thing the bulk of the Spanish popu-
lation lack education and training im for skill and better type jobs. The
aforementioned report states that only 6% of all Spanish children mmemkk who
attend kindergarten complete their high school education. Another factor maybe

that the Spanish, generally speaking, are content with lower-paying and lower-

type jobs, and mxkm seem to make very little effort toward getting better-type
jobs.
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Economic Structure; (continued)

Without minimizing the importance of the prevelent prejudices and discrimination
against them, khx a great deal of their economic suppression is dve to the
Spandsh Americans' genmeral social attitudes and social structure. There is

a strong tendency to accept conditions as they are, feeling that this is
inevitable and that nothing can be done ximwixkix to improve their lot, This
has developed x inertia among the Spanish to advance themsekves along economic
lines, as & well as a caste and class psychology among them, giving them a
definite inferiority feeling. As in the case of Californiajs long history

of discrimination against minority groups, so has Colorado developed a history
of discrimination against minorities, beginning with the Spanish who fiomk

the first among the minority groups to settle in the state and who at present
constitute the largest miom of all the minority groups settled in the state.
Social Stiructure:

Much data on the social structure of the Spanish population can also be
found in the aforementioned report. Ia general, there is very little organizatiomal
work or even desire among the Spenish population. This is rather odd, when one
realizes the fact that they constitute the largest single minority group and
generally live in a concentrated area. There is also very apparent lack of
interest in the larger community activities, much less actual participation,
Smckiundaxgax Min Yasul complained to me & number of times that the Spanish
people are the least cooperative and least interested in the promotion of
community programs affecting all minority groups as well &s a segment of the
larger cogmunity. Win stated that the Negros are most active in this respect,
while the nisei rate second.
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Leadership:

Following the lack of organizations there is an apparent lack of leader-
ship among the Spenish. However, a Spanish-American by the name of James
Fresques is the chairman of the city council. Fresques is the owner and
operater of the Rocky Mountain Pharmecy in the eity., ¥x It was reported to
me that Fresquee is socially and economically detsched from the Spanish
population, having very little interest in thd general advancement of his
own group, much less actual contact. He is quite thoroughly integrated in
the larger comemnity, not to mention the fact that he is a prominant community
leader.

Min Yasui complained to me that because of an apparent lack of leadership
among the Spanish it has been difficult for the Japanese through the JACL to
work out a program of mutual benefit to the Japanese and the Spanish. He
thought that a few capable and aggre:sive leaders could do % to improve
the lot of the Spanish people.

3 8 .l?te & shi

Through Min Yasul and others, as well as general opservation, it was
learned that the relationship between the Spanish and the Japanese residents
in the city is far from ideal. Yasul reported that akyamghk & breakdown of
the 1944 voting on the alien land law, which intended to prohibit issei from
owning land, indicated that the bulk of the Spanish voters had voted for
the measure, or in other words against the Japanese. This breakdown was
based on & precinct basis, and apparently those precinct heavily populated
by Spanish voted in favor of the discriminatory land law, which failed to
molicit state-wide majority ahd consequently was defeated, (Yasui's report
on the Spanish vote need to be checked against the actual statisties, if it

is to be used in any way. The Denver Unity Council, it is believed, has the
actual statistics, or the JACL.)
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Spanish-Japanese Relationship: (continued)
In November, 1946 one of the bi-lingual (Japanese) papers carried a story
of a fracas kmxsdkwimg in which = gang of Spanish youth attacked a nisel
youth, stabbing end robbing the latter, during the night, near 29th and
Larimer Streets. According to an informant who appearcd quite well-informed
the story goes thet & group of about 8 nisei youth woro?gumﬂ.ng hone sbemck
late at night following several geames of bowling that they had engaged in.
After the group had welked several walks they realized that they were being
followed by some Spanish youth, who appeared big and husky. Actually there
were only three Spanish boys in the gang. Vhen the Spanish gang closed in
on the nisei group, seven of the eight nisei made a wild dash and succeeded
in escaping. However, one nisei was caught by the gang of S5 panish boys
who slashed him across the fece with a knife and rcbbed him of his wallet
and watech and few other valuables. The Spanish boys escaped xx unapprehended.
appeared tu be
From all indications this/wsm strictly & case of robbery. However, some nisei
fellows felt that it was indicative of the strained relationship between the
Japanese and the Spanish. Min Yasui stated the reason the Spanish fellows
dislike the nisei fellows 1s because khunorksmk some of the nisei fellows have
dated out Spanish girls, and the Spanish fellows have resented this., 4is a
metter of fact about half a dozen Spanish girls always attend the Nisei
IWCA Thursday night dance, held every other week. Yasui feels that these
Spanish girls are escorted to the dance by nisei fellows., No Spanish fellow
attends the dance. An elderly issei I talked to about this felt that the
nisei victim whould have applied jujitsu in fighting his attackers, while my
nisei informant was puzzled at the seven nisei running away f£xam and leaving
one nisei behind. The latter thought that the eight nisel should have banded

together and fought ofi the attackers, for they had an advantage in numbers.
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Spanish-Japanese Nelationship: (continued)

A number of nisei who live in the Spanish residential distriet have reported to
me that they have to lock their doors and windows tight vhenever they leave the
house as the district is infested with Spanish delinquents who engaged in
burglary at the slightest opportunity.

Although it is insccurate to gb:hat the relztionship between the
Spenish and Japanese refidents as being amiable, there is more of an attitude
of indifference toward each other than one of open confliect. One nmight even
say that the conflict is more apparent than renl. On the cther hand, from
general observation it 1a;hmd;:gt the Spanish and Japanese do a lot of
business tuﬂné with each other., This treding is largely the Spanish kwsdk
patroniming Japanese business, as restaurants and groceries, than the cther
way round.

There is no doubt some prejudice prevalent among both groups against
each other. It is poasible thn:!/l:n'inl of a large number of evacuees who
settled more or less in the Spanish business and residential districts and
who began taking over old businesses or initiating new ones and getting Xmim
jobs in the produce and packing sheds, where large numbers of Meockexm Spanish
workers were employed md/ﬁl discharged,later, antagonized the Spanish
population in no small degree. In many ways the arrival of the evacuees
upsetted the status quo of the Spanish community. FHowever, there has not been
any major incidents involving the Japanese and the Spanish, and t hepd is no
reason to believe that there will be increased ill-feeling or major inecident

in the future.
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It was learned kkxk from Min Yasui, JACL representative in Denver, that
about a dozen nisei belong to the Cosmopolitan Club in Denver. Sam Harada,
a nisei, is acting secretary at present, while a ‘ogro is present. The club
is composed of nisei, ﬂogro, caucasians, and a few §pnn:l.nh Americans. Min
did not know the actual size of the total membership, but he didn't think it
was very large. He did know that the club was not very activd. He thought
they held monthly meetings, meeting dn the homes of the various members at
different times. He said this club was strictly & soeial club, having no
other Lntcmt}h:t.hnt of getting t.ogoth.r for ehit-chats. Because of this

Min did not think too highly of the club.
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Spake to Rev. George Aso, kibei pastor of the fkix issei-nisei 7th Day
Adventist Church Group of Denver, over the phone. Rev. Aso lives at 3612
hliliams St., and his pﬁone is KE 8994. He speaks both English and Japanese,
although his command of the latter is much better than the former. lle was
very cooperative in furnishing pertinent data mm concerning his church group,
fie is a kibel of about 35 years of age, Laving been born in San Francisco
but having spent a good many years in Japan where hie weceived a good de:l
of his education. Since the outbreak of war in Dec. 1941 he has spent 2
years in Utah, znother two years in &mache center, nd in Denver since
September 1945. During this five year period he mmxk was a religious
worker in his own denomination,

Church Group:

Xx Untill his arrival in Denver in September 1945 there wds no nisei or
issei 7th Day Adventist c_hurch group. Since that he has been working as a full
time minister for the mksmk combined nisei-issei D.A. church group. Rev. Aso
informed that his group has steadily increased in membership. Formerly they
met at the Y.M.C.A., but since recently they have been meeting at the
Congregational Feople's Tabernacle, located at the cormer of 20th and Lawrence.

There are 29 adult members in his church group (those 48 years and above).
Abcut 18 are issei members and the balance of 1l are nicei. Rev. Aso complained
that he mz seven members last month, as these members returned to California,
This adult group zumiusk meet for their regular Sabath service on Saturday
morning, from about 11:00 to 12:00 o'elock. The service is conducted by
Rev. Aso, whmxspuxkx all in Japanese,

The Sabath School group, which is comprised of nisei between the ages of
6 and 12, meet every Saturday morning from 9:30 to 10:30 o'clock. There are

20 members in the School group.
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Ghureh Group: .

Asked whether there were any members in his group who were between the
ages of 12 and 18, Rev. asc infurmed that for some unexplalnable reason tLhere
were none.

aside from the mx regulsr Sabath day services, Rev, Aso informed that
there are obher activities carried on by the group. On Saturday afferncon
aev, Aso meets with hils issel mambersl during which tise he reads and translate
into Japanese Lhe various articles appearing in the Tth Day Adventist regular
magazine. [lev. 480 stated that the purpese of this meetlng is as-.;iat'thc
issel, who do not read or speak Anglish very much, & "to keep up with the
Yrends of the time."

Gvery Sunday uight. the adult group meet for a bible lecture night.
Every Tednesday night is a prayer meeting.

from ton

about four adults and two of the Sunday Sehool age/belong to Rev. Aso's
Denver group. All the vest of the members of Lis two groups are Denver
residents.

Uissionary Volunteer Society:

i, SOciety, as it is called, is a young people's organization. Rev. Aso
informed that On November 30, 194€, just few days ago, the M.V. Societjes
from all over Colorado met at Boulder for a state-wide conference., There were
over 500 people, practically,adl Caucasians, were in attendance. Rev. iso
proudly informed that Miss Kiyoko Nishikawa, who is the head nurse at the Porter

Sanitarium-Hospital (a 7th Day Adventist hospital), and also a nisei leader,

spoke alt the conference.
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Additional: |

For using the Congregatlonal People's Tabernacle every Saturday morning,
Rev, Asn'a group pays a $3.00 weekly rental.

Rev. Aso mxa stated that his group is coming along very nicely and that
thepy had no major problaqs.

Rev. Asc stated he liked Denver very much, saylag the people hers are
very nicd, and that community sentiment in general is very good. He contra.at.d
this Lo the/sentiment prevalent in San Francisco prior to the war, which was
definitely unfavorable tc the Japunese residents thers. Mx By way of ilius-
tration he stated that most of tihe caucasians in San Francisco called him and
cther Jaupanase "Charley", which Rev. Aso thought was an insult and pointed out
&8 ponnoting an inferior group of people. Hers in Denver, He stated that
all the peoplo he has met call him in the accepter maaner, "ir. Aso".

He stated that 7th Day Adventist national headquarterwf is located in
Takoma Park, VWashington, D.C. There is loecated not. only the national office,
but xxwimms the Adventist hospitel, industries, and variocus buildings.
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making the statement that America's promise for the future lies in the rapid
fusion of her heterogeneous cultural and minority groups. He went on to the
point out that from ancient times it has been proven that civilization ad-
vanced at an accelerated rate whenever two or more divergent cultures came
in contact with each other and became diffused. Of course, in the case of
the Nisei, it is more a matter of the larger American society absorbing the
Wisei. Contimued segregation, of oomo, only obstructs or retards the
fulfillment of this ideal.

Now, let us face some facts of the situation, which must be given
equal consideration with the aforementioned ideal that we are agreed on. It
is easy to become over-gealous in an ideal and blind to the real facts and
limitations of the problem in question.

There are three basf¥ assumptions or facts, if you prefer to call
them that, behind the statement you credited me with. First, most Nisei have
Issei parents from whom the former will not be able to free themselves for a
good mumber of years. This is to say that the most of the Nisei children will
continue to live with their Issei parents as a family unit for as long as the
parents live. I feel that this is as it should be, however, it will tend te
strengthen family solidarity and this in turn will strengthen group or commun-
ity solidarity.

Secondly, because of their pre-war upbringing in confined Japanese
communities, confinement in relocation centers, and brief experience hiving
and working in the larger American society for most of the Nisei, most of the
Nisei are not prepared psychologically and by experience to lose themselves
in the larger community. Most of the Nisei I've talked to have told me them=-
selves that they preferred to stick to their own group, largely because they
feel much more at ease in their own group. (I realize that you brought this
point up in your artiele.) You will probably agree with me that this is a
gloomy state of affairs. However, the alternative of forced liguidation of
tight segregated Nisei groups and the Nisei pressured into partieipating in
the larger community will only produce Nisei who are frustrated and maladjusted
and generally feeling insecure. You might argue that this is worth the price
of group assimilation. It may or may not be. I feel that in discussing any
problem affecting a group of people, the Nisei in this case, the individual
cannot be ignored. The individual is as important as the group.

Lastly, assimilation is a long process. It is folly to hope for the
bulk of the Nisei to become thoroughly integrated in the larger community in
the immediate future. Even if this were accomplished by the Nisei, I feel it
would be very superficial in nature. A process like assimilation cannot be
streamlined to fit the needs of the Nisei. There is no short cut. The Nisei
will be a more mature American citizen if he experiences the various stages
involved in the attaimment of complete assimilation. This is not an attempt
to justify the present segregated Japanese community. It is only an effort
to describe a process that is taking place. There is no need to feel com=
pletely disheartened because of what is taking place now. I've felt right
along that the Nisei are in a transitory state with their non-Engdish
Issei parents on one end and their Sansei children on the other end. It is
unfair to expect the bulk of the Misei to achieve complete assimilation in the
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