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Whide htgmummmuﬁnw'mummm
Mre. S. Kobayashi, some pertinent faecte about farming cenditions were xmushad
learned from him.
ugar Boets:

¥r. Kobayashi is an experienced sugar beet raiser, as he ha! grown them
for many years in Stocktom, California prior to the war, and even during the
war here in Colorado. Mre. K.stated that here in Colorade m::u beet price
paid the fermer ie §l3. per ton, providing thers is a minimum of 16.5 sugar
content in the beets. The price is lower with lower sugar content. lir. K.
stated that some farwers here have had as low as 7 or 8 poin-t sugar content.
Ure K.stated that out in CAlifornia the sugar content is usually mueh higher
than Colorado. Then, too, in California an mecre yields more tonmage than in
Colorados Roughly, in Colorado an acre yidlds about 10 to 20 tons of sugar
beets.

Har years and ourrent year:

Hre Kestatd that during the war years up through 1945, more farmers in
Colorado made money than lost, while thie year (1946), more farmers lost
money than made. This year's lose ie attributed not %m only to bad weather
but to ovorprod\nu.on in of moet faru erops which caused c drop in prices and
& poor market in general.

Kax_jdvice $o Fmsm Laborers:

Mrs K+ stated that those who are interested in working werely as farm
laborer should not remain here in Colorado but should ge to California, as
one ean work year around in Oalifeornia while here there ie no work during the

winter monthe.
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Small scale family ferms advisable for Colorados

Mre K+ etated that hie mdviee to Japanese fmm farmers in Colorado, especidly
~ evacuee farmers from Colorado, is to farm on a small family seale, using mostly
family lhbor and little hired labor. This 1e to insure the farmer from inecur-
ring any big lose, especially here in Colorado where Xx farming e somparatively
risky with weather so umpredictable and the market m:}:i; goode If one
engaged in big scele farming add hired many pdid laborerp, his loee will be
proportiomately bigger if the hail hits his farm or if the merket is so peor
that it is unprofitable to mesik sell his cropse In thef small scale family
farms operated mainly by khmrlabor of the family members, the only thing the

family loses when farming is poor is the labor put into the farm by the family.
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In company with kr., Kobayashi m 4 Mr. Horie, my two guides,
1 visited the Mayeda family -li thelr home.this evening, The
whole family was home and the visit was very enjoyable,
Family:

Father: 1assel, about 63 years,

Mother: 4issel, about 54 years

Children: Son, Roy, married, about 29 years.

Daughter, Martha, about 22 years.

There are six in this household, which inecludes mxx Roy's
wife and their young child.

Roy was recently discharged from the army and saw service
in Japan following 'he war. He attained the rank of captain upon
his discharge. He 1s a graﬂdato of the Colorado Aggies, and
was connected with the Federal Ag. Dept. as a chemical analyst.
Durin¥®Ex@%kX4°Re d1d ohemical research and in Japsn was attached
to some medical detachment.in Kyoto. At presant he 1s torn
between farming and accepting a Federal job with tho'Ag. Dept.
as a chemical analyst. He is being offered a P-2 job, and it
is believed he doesn't feel this is adequate. Mr, Horie informed
me prive ely that Roy 1s going to open up a private business in
Brighton making soll analysis for farmers desiring this service
and recommending measures to improve the soll. lr, Horle stated
he is going to occupy a space in the Horiuchi warehouse in town,

Father Mayeda had a rather 1ntoralt1ng life history, as follows:

1905«1918: railroad work and farming in Colorado.

1918-1924: COperated an apartment in Seattle.

1924-1938: farmed in Colorado.

1938-1942: Operated an apartment house in Los Angeles.
1942-1946: Farming in Brighton, Colorado.
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Mayeda famlly ) T. Yatsushire
Family:

¥r. K. stated laughingly:

"All my 1if e I have been trying to get away from the ¥

farm and invariably I find myself baeck on the farm.

When I was in Los Angeles betwedn 1938 and 1942 I

thought 'At last I have a suecessful business and

ean life hap;lly without dolng farm work,' but the

war and evaguation came, and I find myself back in

Colorado farming, I don't know, but ﬁo-h it seems

like fate 1s just against me somehow,

Additional data on son Roy: He was for 2} yrs with the
Federal Ag. Dept. prior to war, He served for 5 years with the
army, working hims elf from private to Captain, He majored in
bacterloclogy and chemlstry at Colorado Aggles. Diseharged f om
Armyxix
army in January 1946,

Lvaguationi

The family voluntarily evacuated from LogAngeles in 1942
and came to Brighton, Coloredo to farm., They sold their apartment
house which they had been operating. Mr. M, was very disappointed
about having to sell his business, as he stated it was e very good
business and he had hoped to eontinue on indefinitely in it,

He still show traces of disappointment in having to sell his
L+8, business and return to farming. He suffered some losses
in the sale of his apt. house. He stated "Now if I wanted to
buy back my the same apartment house I would have to pay 4 ot 5§
times more than the original price I paid,"

Family farm;

The family bought 28 acres of farm land when they came here
in 1942, They live in a very niece house ¥hich 1s loeated on the

farm,



P. 3
4 ) léighton, Colo
ISSEI EVACUEL FARMER - 24 Oct 4¢€
Mayedgfarily T, Yatsushiro

Family ferm:

They grow malinly celery, onions, end eabbnge.‘ The price of
celery has been 50 cents and 75 gents this year. Kr. M., stated
he thought 50 eents per c?ato was unprofitable to thd farmer and
was ready to give up harvesting the celery he had grown over the
past several months. However, he proceeded with the harvesting,
doing most of the work himself and htting little labor, He stated
to his surprise he made a fairly good profit, making about $500
on a shipment just a few days ago. This surprised even Nr, Kobayashi,
my gulde, who has been farming for meny years in California and
few years in Colorado, Mexxkarim Mr, Mayeda was somewhat peéeved
at the Col. Jap. Crowers Coop Assn, for lowering the price from
75 eents to 50 eents. Mr, Horie, executive-secretary of the Coop
Assn., explained that the prigce was 75 cents for a while, but
as there was little demand for it after a while, many of the
Japanese farmers advised the Assn. to go shead and sell the
celery for 50 cents per crate if ERxsmRkxxuxsx they eouldn't be
sold for 75 eents. This seemed to have clarified the matter for
Mr. Mayeda. .

¥r. Mayeda mimtag related with great exeitement how this
year's weather was bad, He told of how Pt, Lupton farmers were
hit three times by hall and were wiped out. He stated he went
out to Ft. Lupton to view the results of the hail, and to his
amazement the hall was the size of chicken eggs. He secmed
terribly dissatisfied with Colorado's elimatic conditiond, and
seéem to indicate that he would prefer to quit farming and ent er
sowe kind of business again. Half-jokingly he turned to Ir.-
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Meyeda family . T, Yatsushiro
Fgnily farm: (Continued)
kKr, Kobayashl and stated:
"If 1 had ¥r. Kobayashi's wealth I would pack up

and leave for Los Angeles where I will establish
some kind of business.”

when apeaking with Roy in private, he stated &f %X the
woqxt::;7lz.;{ke this year's, he's going to quit farming alto-
goth.r; lle seemed rather perturbed over this year's bad weather,

In general the layeda family has done fairly well farming
in Colorado since the evacuation. This year wasn't very good,l
but kr, . has been able to make something, The pust few years
have been very good.
Return to California & Future:

kr., M. 1s far from satisfied farming in Colorado. Asked about

his plans regarding returning to Calif, he stated:

"It Just can't be helped ('shikata ge nal') now, I guess
i have to continue farming here in Brighton for a while

anyway, "

Since they he ve bought their farm and house, it sppears they
are forced to remain for a while. But deep down in his heart,
ir., M. 18 very anxious !0 return to Los Angeles and start some
kind of business, probably operating an apartment house again,
His whole attitude i1s one of resignation, that it can't be helped
("shikata ga nai").

General economic gonditions:

Mr, Mayeda and Wr. Kobayashi got into & long winded disucussion

about general economie conditions here and out in California,
Mr., Kobayashi statdd:
2This 1s no time to buy farm land here in Colcrado. Two or
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Qeneral eeonomig conditions: (eon:inued)

"three years ago, the price was relatively low. I remember

that one could have bought land in Feeneshurg in 1942 for

about $30. an aere. Now the same land is being priced at
$200, to §250. pr acre. Anyone who buys land now is

foollish, for it 1s bound to go down before too lcng."

kr. Mayeda was in ecomplete sympathy with Mr, Kobayashi in
this respecti

Speaking about the condition in California, both agreed
that pxisax property value and prices in general have skyrocketted
80 high, much more than Colorado, that it was inadvisable to return,
Mr, Kobayashi related a story of a Japanese friend, who sold his
apartment house, which was originally valued at $10,000, for #3,000
at the time of evacuation, Now this same apartment house 1is
valued at $50,000., Both were stunned by the unbelievable high
prices in California, The discussion on property value indicated
that both kg, M, and Hr, K. were very conscious of land specula-
tion and xmgg Inflation,

Mg. Mayeda and kNr. Kobayashi went into another lcng diseussion
about the economic condition following the first World War. They
recollected that prieces and property value s:y-rocketted then jumt
aa they are now. They recollected that this Aldn't last very
long and that 1t was followed by a loud crash of prices and value
of property. MNr. layeda stated:

"#hen I think of this, I am secared of buying any lend
or property anywhere at present,
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Return to California--additional notes;

Both ¥r, idayeda and ¥r, Zcbayashi agreed that this was nof

tlme Lo return to California, as prieces are mmch higher than here,
Bousing 1s terrible also.

Both stated many of the evacuees remaining in Colorado now
are Just sweating 1t out and watehing for a break in the upsurging
inflationary trend in Ce&lifornia., As scon as prices begin a down-
swing and some buslness begin selling cut, some of the evacuees
are thinking of returning to mmEummikm LosAng:cles snd buy up the
declining businesses.

¥r, Mayeda asked Hr. Kobayashl what his plans for returning,
and the lstter stated:

"My plans are all indefinite. I don't feel like most of

the evacuees fxx do that they must retwrn to California,

fhether 1 remaln here or not will all depend on my

chlldren's desire. If my children finish school here

and want to go cut east, I will follow them out to the

east."”

In speaking about those evacuees who have returned to California
already, both Mr,., M, md Mr. K, agreed that many are having a hard
time eeonomically. KMr., k., however, related thi story of the
successful return of two evacues friends who are now in LosAngeles.
They are Kr, Wada and Mr. Ampo, who were pxek opners and operators
of a big clothes cleaning establishment on a partnership basis,
before the war, MNr., layeda stated that these two rented or leesed
the eleaning establishment during the war but have resumed operation
of the same singe their return several months ago. Wr, Mayeda

stated they are doing very well,
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Fubilc Sfeatiment Loward Japanese;

Beth lr, Mayeda and Vr, fobayashi xax were very pleased with
Xaxm public sentiment toward the Japanese in America which seem
to be getting increasingly better. They seem to have comple te
trust in the /imerlcan gov't and the American people in treating
the Japsnese population squarely. IEyen during the war, Mr. Kobayashi
stated that he never experlenced any unplcasantness during his
travels throughout the eountry., He related the story of how a
wife of a Army major (caucasians) befriended him onge while he
was riding on a train., Mp. K, was deeply moved by the friendliness
of this caucesian woman.

Both agreed that many American GIs who have visited Japan
following the war have comé to understand the Japsnese people.
lir, laye 'a stated that hB8 son Roy who rmimxmaixfrzm serve ! as
an occupation troop in Jepan told him that Ameriean @Is in Japan
have expressed ammzement at the friendliness of the Japenese people
and have wondered by U.S. and Japan ever went to war witheagh
other,

Both spoke glowingly of the record of the 100th Bn. and the
442nd Inf. Reg. They felt that these units Aid so much to help
the ceause of the Japanese in the U.S, and to establish favorable
public sentivent,

Speaking about the local public sentiment, both agreed that
it was good. Mr. Kobayashi stated that the Mayor, Dr, Wellg, 1is
meally nice man, although he max campaigned vigorouaig/%g:atho
lamd bill which would have diseriminated against the alien Japanese,
Er., K. stated he sees the major at the barber shop and he mever falls

to say hello.
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Isseiand Rimeis:

Boln strongly believed thal the lssei's reign is over now
and that the nlsel must now take overs. They were emphatic about
this. Lr, layeda stated:

"It is nisei like you that must take the lead from now

ones we lssel are old now and it won't be too long
before we'll have passed from this world., The issei

is definitely over now. We must follow the nisel and
take their agdvice,"

Social Orgenization:

The absence of any discussion on Japanese or commnity organ-
ization, plus other evidences, seem Lo pEmink point out the faect
that among the evacuees there is not too mueh coneern asbout
Japaness or community organizations.

There was considerable concern and diseussion on the the
economic loss survey being conducted by the JACLe. ir, Kobayashi
stated that he isplanning to f1ll out the form he reeceived,
lir, Mayeda was indifferent about the survey, but was very con-
ecerne” about the prospects of the smmmaxke evacuee claims bill
passing the Congress early next year, |

There was also some discussion on taking out of the first
naturalization papers. Mxx Both are very much interested in
getting their first papers. Both felt that as the 1ssei are now
old it is foolish to be thinking sbout returning to Japan now.
Further:ore, those who have child ren as thev did, owe it to their
children to eontinuer esidence in U.s5, If they were to live in U,8,

then Tmsxmxkyximxieak taking out the first papers was the mort

sensible thing to do. However, both are very dublous that the gov't

will pmend the constitution to permit alien Japanese to become
naturalized in the very near future.
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A vigit was made with Hideo Murata, nisei farmer of about
24 years of age. None of his famlly relatives ¥Rfs visited.
FPamily:

Father: 1assel, dled several years ago,

Mother: iasei

Children: 3 boys
3 sirl. ‘.11 grown-up

Hideo informed that one of his older brothers just had some
marital difficulties. This older brother and his wife were divorced
recently. Hideo informed that Mrs. John Horle persuaded his
brother's -ife to secure the divorece. It was apparent that the
John Hories and the Murata fuiily are not on the best of terms,
Mr., Horlie told me privately that the Muratas were "a perculiar
family." He continuéd: "They are rather sdcluded, and they
don't seem to get along with the other Japanese in the community,"

Hideo is a good looking young man. He is very gquiet spoken

and not very articulate. ke was very friendly. Mr, Horie states:
- "Hideo 1s still rather immature." He is still single. |
arm:

7 The famlly operates three separate farm lands which cover
about 300 acres?f7gh:rthroo brothers looks after one farm. Hideo
ssated he is in charge of the smallest farm which covers 40 acres.
They grow mostly sugar beets and hay, but they also have some
cabbage, onions, ete.

Of farming conditions in Colorado Hideo stated:

"You ean't make much money farming in Colorado. This year

for instance the market is terrible, Onions are selling

for 50 eents per 50 pound sack. You barely make expenses

for this price. Now last year it was good. Onions sold

for §2.00 per 50 pound sack.

"The only thing good thias year is sugar beets, The price

is §15. per ton, ineluding government subsidy of about
$3.00., This is the highest price ever paid for sugar beets.
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Farm: (continued)

"The fermers around here km get along, but none of them
have made much money."

Hideo is rather disinterested in farming, and 1s thinking
seriously about going East possibly and‘taking up some kind of
machine shop job. He is very interested in machine work, He
inquired about prospeects in Chicago.

When asked whether he thought the native nisei farmers
would continue farming he sald he thought so, especially the
oldest son in the family.’ His oldemt brother is definitely
planning to continue farming indefinitely.

The family is farming on a share crop basis, He stated
there are various kinds of share ecropping. His 1:72n 80%-20%
basis with the landlord getting 20% of the crops. The family
does everything on the farm up until harvest time.

Evacued farmers:

Hideo stated that the reason so many of the evacuee farmers
didn't make good in Colorado and left for California is that
they got peme the worai}iznd. The best land was already in
possession of thd local farmers.

He stated that his brother-inelaw has been rléning in
Colorado (in Brighton) for the past few years but is thinking
of quitting pretty soon, The reason is that the brother-in-law
feels he has poor farm land, and consequently has not been able
to make any kind of success out of farming., This bro-in-law is
a nisel, kr, l_iiuh:llnra. who evacuated from California. He is
one of the six partners who i®me operating the big sake factory
in Denver. The firm is worth over $200,000 it is reported,
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Additlonal Date on Famlly:

ildeo has been bornms and ralsed in Colorado and so hawe
his brothers and sistera., Hls father hmd first came to Colorado
over 8 years ago. The family firat farmed for many years in
Sterling, northeastern Colorado. About 15 years they moved to
the Brighton area.

Social Organization:

Hideo stated that there 1s a strong Buddnlst group here.
They have a temple in town,

He thought the Chkistian group ke re was relatively weak,
He himself is a Christian, but admitted he 1sn't a strong menber.
liis family isChristian also.

About reereation, Hideo informed that there is a dance for
nisel held about once a month,.

He stated, in general, ;:oat of the nisei go to Denver for

most of their recreation, as Denver is only 20 miles away,
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Had a short viasit with Mr. T. Dolzakl, as he was rather
busy on his fnrm. Introduetion by Nr. John Horle, my part-time
gulde.

Family:

Father: #r, T., issei, about 65 year:

Mother: Mrs. T., nisel (Hawaiian-born), about 52 yrs,

Children: 9 in all

age ranging from27 to 4.

Two sons were in the army, but both discharged now, One is
still in Japan as a U,3, eivil service worker.

Mr. T., issei, looks very o0ld, much old r than his actual
age. He is toothless, and as he 1s always smiling, this becomes
very notigeable., I[is wrinkled face and hands not only shows his
age but the years of farming and general labor that he has done.
He¢ has the most easy-going way about him, being very good natured
and laughing or smiling continuously. When I asked him how many
ehildren he had, he laughed and said "Too many". What isamsing
is that he has a rour-ydnr old shild, and he could easily pass
for the child's grandfather.

Background notes:

¥r. D. hails from Fukuoka ken, Japan, and has been living
in the U,8, for over 40 years.

For abou” 20 years he worked as a railroad laborer in and
out of Colorado state., For the passt 20 years he has been farming
in Brighton, Colorado. _

He and his r;mily are Buddnists, zmd He informed that there
is a Buddhist temple in Erighton, and that services and meetings

are conducted twice a month.
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Native and LEvacuee Farmers:
¥p, T, probably typifies the (Colorado Japasnese farmer. He

operates a relatively small farm of about 30 acres, and most of
the work i1: done by the family. He %Xx has been farming for the
past 20 years but has never made any immense fortune. He has been
able to provide a living for his family, and this seems to be
his primary concern. As stated in loma'onrlier report, he is
a conservative farmer, not only in terms of acreage cultivated
but in terms of success,
hen I asked him how farming conditions were in this area
he stated:
"I'm a poor man. You should ask Mr, Horie that question.”
xikmm Talking abotit thd dif ferences between the California
and Colorado farmers (Japanesé) this is what he stated:

"The Colorado fapanese farmer, in general, farmon a small
soale and takes his farming easily. You might say he 1is
easy-going in nature. He doesn't think of making millions,
All he 1s interested in is providing a livelihood for hime
self and his family.

"Now you take the Califo nia farmer. He is different. He
is sg:ressive and goes in for large-scale farming. If he
can he wants to make a fortune as soon as possible, He
goes into xkmkyxfar farming which is considerec riskg.by
local farmers, as growing lettuce, tomatoes, ete. T
natives prefer to go into more secure farming as ghe
growing of sugar beets, hay, ete., which cannot easily

be destroyed by hail.

"Another difference is this. The Californians put in a
lot of fertilizer in their farms, whereas the Colorado
farmers put in only a little, I suppose the Califo nians
want to hasten the erops growth. But it isn't necessary
to put in as much as the Califo nians do. It 1s only
added expense,

"Farm conditions here are falir only. The weather is the
greatest problem. This year it was really bad,the worst
in years. The sumer hall wiped out a lot of farmers. But
I guess we Coloradoans have go'ten used to it and don't

mingl it so mueh,
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Native and Evaguee Farmers: (continuead)

"The Californians just ean't stand ki Colorado weath-r,
especially the unpredictable kmk summer hail, They also
dislike the severe winter, which pevents them from farming,
1 guess you can't blame them for feeling this way, as I
hear Cglifornia's weather is 1deal for farming, and that
one can farm a year round." "
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¥r, John Horie, my guide, took me to the Kobayashi residence
a8 my first family visit in the Erigaton area. 'The family's
eddress is 965 bBridge Street. They have & phone, ¥r. Horle
introdused me Lo kr. and krs. Hobeyashi sndX left me with the
femily as he was busy with his work. I visited for about 3 hours
which ingluded lunch. Most ¢f the visit was gpent with Mr. K.
who is one of the most articulate &gc I've met. He spoke
Japsnese exclusively, and I reciprocated infiy limited Japanese.
Mrs., K. speaks fluent mEnglish and Japanese. BSoth are issei, but
¥rs. K. came o America at the age of £ end has lived here rigmt
along attending Americany school. the visit wes & most enjoyable
one, the family being most friendly.

Femily:

Father: Fr. K., issei, about ‘nm. fermer
Fother: WNras. K., issei, about 50 years of age.
Children: HNelson, 19, now in nevy serving in Japanese waters.
Iris, deughter, about k1, last year at Oresley
State Teachers College; wents to do library
work or journalism,
Francés, daughter, about 17 years, now & junior
in high school,
Richard, son, about 15, going to school,

Family Relationg:
Vr. K. is definitely head of this family,as his cldest son

is only 19 and now in the Navy. MNr., K. comes from Fukuoka ken,
Kurume shi, Jepan. John Horie infommed that he comes from a
Semural femily and therefore has an aristoeratic air avout him.
There is & strong trace of this aristoerasy, but ¥r. K. was most
eordial and friendly thet one forgets he hes & Samuraei heritege.
He speaks Japanese exclusively in the family mma and outslde.

Fpom all indications there seemed to be very close and ariable
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Family Relations:

relationsship among tﬁ%%}o ers. Mr, amd lrs, K. are very proud
of their son, Nelson, who they clalm was the first Niseli Navy
enlistee in Colorado. e Nelscn enlisted immediately nzg;avy
opened its doors to nisei enlistees early this year, He is a
comnunicatlion man on & warship now patrolling the Japanese waters,
Helson, 19 years, enrolled at U, of Colorado at Boulder in the
fall of 1945 and hmm completed one semester work, when he

left school to enlist inthe Navy early this year,

Daughter Iris 1s a senior at fixmx the Colorado Siate Teachers'
Collcge located in Gpreeley, whigch is sbout 35 miles from Brighton.
fhe lives in the dormitory located on the school campus. She is
expected to graduate in June of 1947. 3She 1s interested in study-
ing to be a librarian, and is at present thinking of getting an
ov rseas Job in Japah as a c¢ivil service libramian following her
graduation. (Iriu’:i a school mate of my wife Lily at the Rohwer center
High Sehool in Arkansas. They also work:ggzghzﬁo newspaper staff
of the Hohwer Onptpost. lir. and Mrs. K, were very much tieckl«d
over this tie between us, and increased rapport immensely.)

Both Mr, and kKrs, K, are tremendously intereste! in the
development of their children. From various indications they
seem to feel that seeing their children get all the education
possible and get jobs they like is thelr main concern for the
rest of their lives. They feel,especially Mr, K., that the
issel era is now over, &nd that the nisei era is now at hand

and consequently the nisel ought to take Xikm over the leadership,

with some advice and guidance by the issel.
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Bagkground notes on famlly:
Mr, K, hails from J Kurume shi, Fukuoka ken, Japan. He came

to America as a young man, He attended a few gears of grade sehool
in America. Consequently he understands English fairly well, but
he speaks Japaneseé almost exclusively. For many years up until
about 1927,he mmx worked as business meanager for Mr, Uahijlma.
the famous potatoe king from Stoekton, California. From 1927
on until the outbreak of the war, he went into farming on his
om. He is really one of the big-time Japancse farmers of northern
Colorado, operating two separste farms whigch éovored 1700 acres.
HE farmed on a cash rent and share erop basis. His landlord was
a landlord in whom he has had complete trust and of whom he speaks
~very very highly now. The landlord and Mr, K, were on such intimate
terms that each leaned on the other for business and perscnal adviece,
Mr, K. grew farious farm crops as sugar be§ts, grain, lettuce,
celery, potatocs, tomatoes, etec. From all indications it seems
that he was a very successful farmer in Stockton,

Kexxx¥x, Mr., Ke is very intelligent, likable, and a good
conversationalist, lHés whole life has been devoted to farming
and consequently hoIll an authority on farming methods and techniques,
Mr, Horie told me privately that Mr, X, 1s quite a philospher when
it comes to farming. However, lr. K, has the unique distinection
among issel to be an enthusiast of all kinds of f£mmthakx American
sport, ss football, basketball, baseball, tennis, swimming, ete.
He 1ikes football immensely. ke used to attend all the big conference
feotball games on the Vest Coast. He could name famous coaches and
players of the varlous West Coast teams, and accu ately state when

certain teams were great. In talking about current football, he
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Background rotes on family:

he was able_to name Xkx moat of the famous players on the army
team whieh 1s considered tops in America. He knows as mueh about
national gports and national team rankings as well as star players
-as any wdkixxewsad sports-minde.! nisel., In this respeet one might
say he 1s thoroughly Americanized. It is védry unusual for an
issel to know as much as he does about American sports. In thg
American grade school he stated he played football one year,

Mr., K, impresses one as belng horn a conversationalist, He
loves to visit f lends, to meet strangers, and Qit and chat about
0ld times and current interests for hours without end, WMrs, K,
told me privately that before the war when they were in California,
friends would visit her husband and talk fax on until so late n
the night that she would usually tkll her husband in the very
beginning that‘she "would feed them and tea them and eit up
with them until midnight" but that after that they would have
to feed and tea themselves,as she was goimg to retire,

¥r, K.,has the unmsual gift of getting along with people,
and he has many many friends. But most of his friends are from
the better economic and socilal class,

Mps. K, 1s practically nisei, except for the fact that she
was born in Japan. Her father was an Eplscopalian minister in
Amerlican for many years. ie died several years ago; so A4id
Ers. K's mother. From the age of two Mps. K. has resided in
America and has gone through high school here and has had some
higher educatién. krs., K's mother was a gifted linguist being
.able to speak Japsnese, English, German, French and few other

.- )
/nrtfﬁtt-“\&

languages. Urs, K. has inherited some of her traits for she
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speaks Japanese and hngli;h fluently. MNr, Horie, who 1s a highly
educate] xkmxsx 1ssel, .apoke very highly of WNrs, K's ability to
speak both Jgpanesc and English. She speaks English exelusively
when speaking to her children, but speaks Japanese execlusively
when speaking to her husbaxds. Sfhe is very charming, very intelligent,
.nnd very able to express her ideas in the most effective manner,

The ehildren all speak English among themselves and to thelr
parents, including thelr father, IThey understand Japanese bui

prefer to apeak inglish,
Lvacua on & o

The ranily—waarirst Qvaountod from Stoeckton to the Stoekton
Assembly Center in the spring of 1942, @n september 25, 1942 they
re-evacuated to Rohwer Relocation Center in Arkansas. The tamily'
stayed in Rohwer until mid-1943, when they redettled in Brighton.
During the family's stay in Rohwer, Nr. K, ltatoﬁ he actually
lived in Rohwer for about a month. ¥oast of his time during this
period wes spent in travelling about the country in the East, mid-
West, North and South trying to survey farming prospects in these
various areas. He finally selected Colorado as the best fnfmins
ground. During his short stay in RokWer he was very active in
engouraging evacuees, both issel m 4 nise, to reloecate out of
the camps. He gave many talks to bloek and camps groups. He was
in ecomplete sympathy with WRA's poliey that continued residence
#28 an unhealthy thing for the Japanese from all respects, and that
resettling and dispersal of the Japanese throughout the country
was the wisest step the Japanese could take, especlally when the

future 1s tdgken into consideration.
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Evaguation & Center Lifes

One might say that lir. K. belonged to that pack of "radical” i1ssei
who felt that its future was so rooted in America that 1t was
senseless to be dreaming about the ;glory of old Jepan", end the
"greatness of present Japan."

Although his economie and soocisl ties were completely with
Ameriea, he dld not hold In contempt those issel snd kibei who
st1ll looked to Japan as the "lend of paradise” snd who placed

and hope
their faith/in Japan winning the war. To verify this ¥r, K.
related an Interesting story about Rowher eenter, He stated
that upon his return to camp from visiting various parts of the
country, Rev. Yemazakl, Sr., (issel Episcopalian minister), was
egsaulted by a bunch of issei and kibei fanatics who resented
certaln remerks made by the Rev, with regard to the the famed
registration, questions 27 and 28, and also to WKA's resettlement
policy. Mr, ll. camé to the rescue of Rev, Yamazakl and at various
group meetings atbended by lssel and kibel, he stated the followings

"It is no secret that many issei and kibel are resentful

of America, especially because of the evacuation and con-

finement in camps. UNany of you are look!ng toward the

day when you can return to Japan and live the rest of

your lives there. Now, Lt 1s the perfect right of any

individual to feel this way. It seems to me that for

those of you who are thinking of returning to Japen it

would be the wisest thing for you to leave the camp and

resettle on the cutside, Get all the e<perience you ean

~=in farming, in machinery, ete., Apter thé war is over your
experieidewill be to the interest of Japan. What farm and machine

knowledge you would have gained while working outside the

camp can be taken to Japan where it can be used to build an

even greater Japan."

Mr. K. stated that in these meetings there were always a few
radical hot-heads who can never be convineed, but in general most

of the issei and kibei eame to view resettlement in a different light,
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Evagustion  Center Life: (eontinued)

¥r, K, stated Rev, Yamazakl was agaln assaulted ¥hen he
in Jerome Center
made a speech/of simllar nature to that he made 1n Rolw er, MNr. K,
stated hd went to Jerome to try to clarify the various 1ssuéa to
the 1ssel and kibel,

From all respeets a2 government offlcial eannot help but view
Mr. K's behavior in camp as being adrmirable, Amidst the confused
and restleass evacuee community, Mr, K!s thinklng abmu*t what is
best for the prrosent and the future of the Jgpanese was unmists enly
clear, He felt that one was simply-"rottiﬁg"away his 1ife by
living in the camp, that resettling In various parts of the country
was the wisest step the evacuees can take, Has convietions were
bolstered by his own aetions,

Regettloment & Parmling: ’

Where he was to live and where he was to farm was largely
dependent on hia children's oduattion; He thought of taking up
resldence 1n Boulder, as his daughter Iris and son Nelson were
both Interested in attending U. of Colorado, He found a beautiful
home , whioﬂ was priced at (13,000, He deecided to buy it, but
a few famllles objeetéed to his moving in that distriet, and con-
sequently he gave up the idea of living in Boulder, (Mr, K. drove
me to Boulder and showed me this home, which was situsted in the
beat residential distriet of Boulder.) Mr, K. philoaphy with regard
to housing was that 1f there was one caucasian family in the neigh-
borhood who resented his family moving in he didn't want to create
any incidant and preferred not moving in.

with the help of some native Jgpanese he was ablo_to secure

his present house for whiech he paid sbout §7,000. it is guessed:

o
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Resettlement & Perming: (continued)

Daugh.er Iris enroclled at Grecley State Teachers College whigh
1s locatesd only about 35 miles north of Brighton, Son Kelson

went to Boulder for a while, but as steted previously enlisted
in the HNavy.

Mr. K, operated about 350 acreaogf.fzgir%aggoﬁnbf=:.feeneubnrg,
which is about 18 miles northeast of Brighton./ He grew largely
sugar bcets, but varicus other farm erops. He aelectodﬂ'hoanelburs
because 1t had possibllities in the sugar beet field,

iire K's initiated a very ambitious plan in Keenesburg, He
encouraged and was able to persuade many evacuees from Roh;or
Center as -ell ﬁa other centers to come out to farm in ﬁeoneiburg.
Hka Keenesburg was a relatively a new farm area, with no Japanese
farmers operating in the distriot pricr to the evacueed settilement
there, iHis ldea was to develop Keenesburg into a thriving farm
community with the evscuee farmers laying the groundwork, On his
own farm he hired over 40 to 50 evacuee workers, most of whom
were young single men., In 1945 and 1944 there were close to
500 Japanese tarﬁara or farm hands working in Keenesburg, %¥r., K.
estimate’i. I[e Thought there were close to 60 or so family units
In 1945, 1644, &nd 1945 the ix;'QVacuee farmers 1n‘Koanesburg
fared pretty well with their farming. However, beginning late
1945 and early 1946, most of the evacuees left Keenesburg to floek
back to California.

From early this year, Mr, K., has quit farming entirely,
largely because of his health, but partially begcause of the evacuees
leaving for Galifornia in such large numbers, which left him shor t
of farm kRam labor,



Fe 9
b Spgghton, Colo
ISSEI EVACUEL FARMER : 24 Vet 43 g
8. Kobayashi & Fanily 1. Yatsushiro

Resettlement and Farming: (eontinued)

¥r, ¥. estlasted that there were less than 20 family units,
all evecuees, now farming in the Keencsburg district. He thought
& good number of theam will be leaving for California.

Return to Californid;

ir, K. 18 very adamant in his bellef that there is 1little
senao}2.§%§2i§§ac; to California blindly, wlthoui any house, business,
or farm to return to. IEven with property to go back to he believes
that too many are not faring well, and that too many are paying
outrageous prices for r0pertﬁ. Ihis is a question whieh has
plagued him also, but he has discussed it with his family, with
friends, and with nimself and has made a firm deeision in this
regard. Tils is what he state. in general:

"Human beings are funny. They like to return to the
plagce where they have lived most of their 1ife, Any
place appe ars not s good as thelr former place of
abode, This is simply human nsture.

"Late lust year and early this year when California
was opencd to the evacuees, so many of them just
serambled back as fast as possi ble, It was pitiful
because so many of them were jwxk returning just be-
ceuse xkey Califo nia was opened and they wanted to
get back. It was purely for sentimental reasons. 2
So many of them are hiving a hard time now. Sure there
are somé who are making good, but the number of those
who are meaking good are f£xx relatively few,

"Now, I think those who are returning to galifornia
with the idea of working on farms or as labor in other
respects, may be it's all right, for wages out there
&re much higher than here. For instance, Cslifornia
farm nands get ¢1.00 an hour; here they get 60 cents
an hour.

“Those who thinking of farming out in Californie mxm it

is unwise to return now. Not only 1s it difficult to get
good land now, but farm expense, espeeially labor, is very
high. Here in Colorado one may not make millions by
farming, but one is able to farm and earn an sdequste

livelinood, as nis expenses are not =3 great as Celifornia's.
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Return to Cd i1fornla: (econtinued)

"The reason so many of the evaguees returned to Cglifornia
is largely due to sentimentalism. Another thing 1s that
the weather in Colorado is not as good as California's.
There 1s the summer hail which was really bad this yvear
and ruined many farmes n northern Colorado. This year it
was erxceptionally bad.

"The market here is bad also, but this 1s largely xdw due
to the fact that the produce and shipping business is con-
trolled by a few caucasian shippers and produce firms.

"Housing is bad in California, mich worse than Colorado,
and I've heard many families are living in bed and cramped
houses.

“When the depression comes, as it will surely come, the

people in California wlll be hit hfarder than people of
~ Colorado. As prosperity may be greater in California

#0 when depression comes around it will be hit that mueh

harder,

"There are many adventages farming in California, but there
¥re msny disadvantages also. Now, Californis has a warrme
¢limate, and as human beings like warmf climate, even worms
lilke werm cllimate and are found in sbundance in California,.
Here in Colorado, the severe winter kills off all living
wWOIins .,

1"1've alwaye contended that native Japanese farmers have
been able to farm in Colorado for over a period of many
years, end that if they can do it, so ecan the evacuee
farmers,

"Farming anywhere is about the same. You find suecessful
farmers and unsuccessful farmers. 1 haven't heard very many
évacuee farmers whohave returned to California making any
big success out there. I've heard a number of cases where
the evacuee farmer has regredted returning and wished he had
resained in Colorado,

"I've been advising evacuee farmers who intend to farm in
Colorado to go into small secale faerm which can be operated
bgrgely by the family members, In cases of hail wiping out

e farm crops, mkixxhmk what the family loses is largely
their labor, 1 feel alsc that evacuees ought to go into
livestoek and poultry,mx which they can operate during the
winter months when their farm is idle., I don't k-ow why
but the Japanese farmers dislike very much working in the
ecold winter,
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Return to Californis (continued):

"I belleve that?i‘li of the evaouees who are still in
Colorado are waiting for a good opportunity to return

te Colorado., Some of them are walting until prices begin
dropping or until some businesses begin selling out for
gome small price.

Colorado farming and produge-shi; ping:

Npr., K, definitely feels that farming in Colorado is way
behind ecompared to California type farming., California farms
are definitely bigzer and operated on a big secale,

lir. K. was most eritical of the produee-shipping gyufom
in Colorado. He stated the produce sheds and their methodf of
packing vegetables are far behind ¢alifornia's system, possibly
40 to 50 years behind, He pointed out the paecking of celery
for instamce. The evacuee farmers not only raised better celery
but packe’ them so much better that there was sueh a merket for
it sinece the evacuees came. He believes that farming is greatly

packing &

dependent on/shipping, and that it is not properly done the marie t
ean be very poor.

He thinks the control of the produce firms and shipping
- by a few cauceslans deplorablé, as the farmers are at the merey
of the few paeckers and shippers. He thinks some thing can be done
along this line to improve the lot of the farmer,
Religiong

kipe K4 does not sttend or belong to any ehureh, Christien
or Buddhist. Wps. K, and the children all attend the Presbyterian
echureh in town., WNrs, XK. teaches Sﬁndny school. Oeccasionally the
parents =ttend some Buddnist functions. However, kr. KJf prefers
his childr«n to attend the Christian ehurch rather than the Buddhist,
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Addlbtional data on family's egonomic statuss

When the famlly evacuated from Sgoekton, they left mueh

farm lmplements behland., As they were share-gropping send cash
renting thelr farms, there was no property loft behind. The
family worked on the farm upf until the day before bvacuetion.
When harvest time came, the caucasian landlord sent ir, K, a
chegk for his share of the farm proceeds. ur, K, xXEx spoke very
highly of the honesty of nls landlord, whom he considers one of
his fow truly intimate caucasian friends,

It 1s difficult to assess kr, Kl!s wealth, but a guess can
be made., Ukr, Horie told we privately that Kp. K. was a wealthy
man and that he canfetire for the rest of his 1life essily., lr. K,
is actually mex retired now,amd although he may return to farming
if bls health perwmits and if a good opportunity arises, It is
guessed from his past record as a big farum operstor and from the
purch-se of his pr esent home, that lir, K. probably has a cool
$50,000 salted away, 1f not more,

ir, K, dresges very nicely and has a 38 Bulck sedan. His
house is very nicely furnished. It 1s a two-story frame building
'1thd:?§i;nge attached onthe side and a niee big lawn in front,.

lr. L+ had most of his farm implements sent over from Calie
fornia. Le has given or sold most of his farm implements to
various farmers. 'Be 8t1ll has scme in Ca&lifornia., He doesn't

seem too concern over these implememénts, which may indicate that
he does not plan to return to farming.
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Issei-Nisel Rellationship:

dr. X. firmly believes that the 1ssel era 1s now ovdr and
that the nisel must take over the leadership, Ve sincerelf be=-
lieves this, al though he thinks the 1ssel ean assist in this
transition by glving pertinent adviee and counsel, He stateq:

"The 1ssel éra 1s now over, It won't be long now, maybe
10 or 15 years, before all the issel will have died off,
The nisel, like you yourself, must teke the inttiative
and leadership. .... We issel are not able to speak
English, but you nisel ean and therefore onght tohave
an easier tice from now on.

Antegration:

"You know, the evacuation was a good thing inthis respcet.
It scattered the Jgpasnese all over the ecountry, although
there are still some concentrated arcas, like Chicago,
Dehver, and Chlcago, The Japanese eannot go baek '0 the
pre-war Little Tokyos, They cannot econtinue to live off
éach other. They must mix in with the rest of the
caucasian and become part of the larger ecomminity,

"1 was sorry that the WRA gave transportation money to

Lne evacuees who had resettled in the Egst and whowanted
to return to Celifornia. Too many of the evacuees, who
were happlly resettled in the F,st, took advantage of this
WRA offer just because it was a way of getting back to
Callfornia free. )

“As 1 sald before the issei are no problem now, Their
deys are gone and over., It 1g the nisei's future that is
lmportant. And the nisel future nust vemde mixxin inte-
grate themselves in the larger American s ciety and not
ib‘c:ngregate in Little Tokyoe like they d4id before the
war.

Attitude toward U,S5. Gov't:

WP, K. thought that the U.S., Gov't had kamm treated the
Japanese in this country most fairly. He pointed to the study
being conducted now, He sincerdly felt that sueh a thing as this

study eould novei;happonqd in Japan, and that it is 30 only because

it isAmerica.
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General Comment:
There is much more data on this family, but the foregoing

will suffice for the present. This certainly can be used as
a family case study.
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This morning at 8 o'cloek I left Denver and arrived in

Brighton at 8:45 by regular bus. #r, John Horiof??gsoi and

my Buide-to-be during my stay in Brighton, was at the bus stop

walting toAtako me to his home. Met Mrs, Horie, who is a

caucasian of mxkamk 58 years of age. MNr, H. il about 41 years

of age, They have been marrie” for over 20 years now. They

have no children. Nrs, H., werved as a missionary school teacher

in Tokyo Japan over ¥ 20 years ago, and there met Mr. H. who was

a young student then, MNrs, F. was aoﬁually in Japan for less

than a year and they both returned to the U,S., where they have

been residing ever sinece.
Mr., H. has hie A.Bs degree in literature, an? was interested

in studying for his doctor's. (His work history is in another

report) . |

Mrs. H. is a devout Christien and eonstently refers to bible
passages when 1n;eonverantion. No smoking is permitted in the
home, a4 consequently Mr, H. and I would sneak off into the
basem/nt or go for g¢falk when in need for a smoker. All the
meals at the home is preceded by grace and Sible reading. 8he
is the Sunday Sehool teacher for the group between 40 and 65
years of age at the First Baptist Onhurech located near the H.
residence. £he is the author of a little booklet titled
"Songs of the Night" which consists of num rous short religious
verses. (1 secured a copy of this,)

Mr. H. 1s the executive-secretary for the Colorado Japanese
Urowers Cooperative Association. He holds this job during the

farming season (summer-fall), but during the winter months he works
as business manager for K. Horiuechu(issei) who is a shipper of
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farm produee, ss well as being a farmer him elf, and who operates
a farm implement store and a war ehonse for storing farm produce,
Q-
: penese Population:

Japanege
¥r. H. provided me with some/popul-tiecn statistics for Adams

Gounty, exeluding East Lake and Welby towns. The population is
eoneert rated in B.lghton area, therefore the statiaties whieh

follow really coverf only Brighton.

September 1940
I’ﬂeig Male Sescrssssscassssunsstanse '

Ial.i. Female Gsssevessesasssvsananns 43

uis.i’ Male, dual °1t1‘en'h1p dnsnene 33

Nisel, Female, dual éitizenship ..... 53

Kisel, ¥ale, U.S. eitizenship only .. 91

Hisel, Female, U.S.citizenship only . &7

TOTAL POPUL‘ATIOH .l."'.l.l'.l'..‘.
The above statistics were obtained from the records of the
Brighton Japanese Assoclation of which Mr. John Horie was

and are as of September 1940,
secretary/ The data was all in Japanese, and ¥r. H, read off
the figures to me, The Associatlion has been inactive ever sinece
the start of the war,

ir, H, estimated that as of December 1941, the Japanese
population for all of Adems County, ineluding Hast Lake md Welby
towns, was 500 (all natives).

In Mareh of 1042 when 1t was still possible for West Coast
Japanese to evacuate inland, Nr. !, informed that hundreds of ‘
evaguees flocked into Adams County, éspeelally the Brighton region. |
In the summer of 1942, Mr, H. estimatdd the foll wing to be in
the Brigh on region:

Voluntary evacuees .., 1200
Native Japanese ......
TQTAL LA R A RN NN NEN]
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gg¢.g§§E§aE.£§ae Community: (eontinued)!

In the fall and winter of 1942 many hundreds of sonpontl'
evacuse workers left the varlous camps to work on the farms in
Adems county, especially Brighton, These were malnly single men,

Beginning early in the gummer of 1943 many evacuee famillies
left the varicus canps and resettled in the Brighton area and
began farming.

Mr., Hs was very reluctant to make an estimate of the Japanono'
population in Brighten at.ita peak, He thought possibly there
may bave been closd to ;,000 Japanese at the peak, which may be
sometime between the summer of 1943 and end the fall of 1945,

He was very uncertain as to the number of evacuees still
remaining in the Brigh.on region. He said s0 many have left,
that probably only a few remain, It is safe to say at this time
that there are about 60C Japeaness ln the Brighton area, of whom
about one-third are ovacuoﬁa. "This 1s belleved to be a conserva-
tive estinate.

Comman i Ly Sentiment :

In December 1941, lmmedistely following the ocutbreak of war
between U.S5. and Japen, the Major of Brighton, Dr, w‘lls. axizd called
the Japanese to a meeting, At that meeting, which was attended by
prnobictllyrovery Japanese family, the Mayor made a fery friendly
speech advising thé Japancse that they had nothing to fear. In
return the Jagpanese farmers pledged thelr loyalty to the U.S,

Things were relatively qulet with reipdst to Japanese-
sommunity relationship, until 1943 when the Mayor campalgned

vigorously for the passage of the famed anti-alien land bill,
which would have denied Japanese aliens fromg owning land in Colorddo.



P. 4

Brighton, Colo
24 Oot 46

T, Yatsushire

Commnity Sentiment: (continued):
Dr. Wells was one of the most ardent supporters of the diseriminatory
bill. Both Mr, and Mrs, H, believed that the Mayor was paid hand- .
somely for his efforts by the sugar beet companies and Italian
farmers, who were fearful of competition by the Japanese farmers.
Mr, H. stated: "As a man Dr, Wells is a very nice man., I've met
him several ﬁim-a during the war, and he was always friendly."
The bill,which wasput to a state-wide referendum, was defdated
by a heal thy majority,

Other than this, there were only two other major ineid-nts in

during the war.

and nearby Brighton{ Ope was the breaking of the window of a
Japanese store in Brighton. The other was the famed Ft, Lupton
ineident in which an evacuee farmer was assaulted by a U.S,
Attorney. The Attorney admitted his guilt and the case was deeided
in favor of the evacuee farmer,with the Attorney paying for all
hospital expenses incurred by the evacuee, _

Sinee the conelusion of the war community sentiment has been
relatively good, there being no minor or ;njor iniidontl involving
the Japanese residents,

Native Japanese and Evacuee Relationship:

At the Rix heigh: of the reloecation program during which time
hundreds of evacuees flocked into the Brighton area, the relatione
ship between the Native Japanese farmer and the inecoming evacuee
farmers maxa was far from good. The natives resented the evacuees
for various reasons. The evacuees "carried a chip on their shoulderi”

Japanese
and looked down on the native/fxxmaxx as inferior, backwood farme rs.
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Mr. Horie listed the various reasons for the native disliking the

evacuee:

1.

Se

4.

5.

"The evacuecs displayed a very arrogant attitude, and
carried a chip on their shoulders. They acted like they
were superior beings to the natives. The natives disliked
this. The white people disliked the evacuees for this too.

"They dressed inthe best clothes and drové big faney cars
and paraded the town very often. I know one evacuee who
ongé drove around the town in his big faney car practically
all day. The native Japanese and the hakujin resented this
very much, The evacuees were just showing off.

"When the evacuees to the Brighton area, they paid high
rental to hakujin landowners for use of farm land., They
paid rent as high as §45. to §50, per aere, Now, the loeal
Japanese farm tenants never paid higher than §25. per aere,
Naturally, the caucasian landowners raised the rent on
native Japanese farmers, as they could get higher rent from
evacuees. This infuriated the kative Japanese farmers.

"During the war the native Japanese tried to make their
presence in the community as inconspicuous as possible,

The 1 .eal Jgpanese Assoclation became insctive. Now, :hen
the evacuees came in they made their presence as conspilcuous
as possible, In the town they would bunch together in big
groups and talked very loudly in Japanese, The native
Japanese would try to whisper if they had to speak in
Japanese, but no--not the evacuees, The natives refralined
from having meetings, but the evacuees conducte” mcetings
for various purposes,

"The Adams County war bond committee asked the Japanese in
Brighton to subseribe to a certain gquota of war bonds. The
quota was rather high, as the Adams County officials had
discovered that there were numerous evacuees in the comma-
nity with big bank acecounts. Well, the native Japanese
bought as much war bonds as they e¢an, but the evacuees
hardly bought sny. They said they had lost so muech due

to evaguation, they didn't fdel they were able to afford
buying bonds. Some stated they were buying bonds in Cali-
fornia. Begause of the attitude of the evaguees, Xha we
weren't able to meet our quota. Consequently, the Adams
County officials were quite peeved at us.
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Native Japanese and Evacuee Roiatimhim ‘

6. XRmfaxz "From before the war the Italian farmers in this
area grew lettuce, celery,carrots, turnips, bee
onions, broecoli,iradishes in general. Now, mﬂ’&iﬁﬂ.’:-
in gencral grew cabbage,dry onions, beans, peas,and
tomatoes. There was an informal unwritten agreement
between the Italian farmers and the native Japanese as to
what farm crops they were to speeialize in. W#hen the
evacuee farmer came to Brighton he began to grow xhm
and speclalize in the farms orops grown by the Italiens,
The Italians got very mad over this. This antagonized
the native Japanese too, as 1t caused the heretofo-e
pleasant relationship between the Italian and native
Japanese farmers to begome strained somewhat,"

Aside fromthe above m.ﬂ%ﬁ%’fﬁ! ¥Rs Btrained relations

between the native and the evacuee is the unstated reason that
the xxm coming of the evacuees caused greater economie competi-
tion in the farm community,

The presence of hundreds of evacuees in the ¢c ommunity made
the relatively small populace madmxkha exceedingly self-conscious
and sensitive to community attitude toward all of the Japanese.
This sensitivity was accentuated by the faet that U.S. was at
war with Japan.

For many years Mr. md Mps. John Horle were the only Japanese
family who resided in town. There were as many as 20 Japanese
families living in town during thé war, Now, the number has
dwindled to about 3 families,

%ith about 70% of the evacuees having left Brighton area .to
return to California, the Native-Evacuee relationship has improved
very favorably. Both has come to understand each other mueh better,
and there is a good deal of visiting between evacuee and native

families,
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Japanese business:

There are actually only two Japanese operated businesses in
Brighton. One is a groeery operated by a Mr, Murakami, an evacuce,
located at 12 8. lst Avenue. The elientele is largely lexicans
and a number of caucasians and Japanese, The stopo changed ownder-
ship onece during the war, There never was any Japanese operated
groeery before the war,

The other business is operated by Mr., Horiuechi, a native issei.
He hmm operates a produce and ahipping firm as well as a farm
implement store, MNr., Horie, informant, works for ¥r, Horiuehu
during the winter months, when the former is freed of his work
as executive-secretary of the Col. Jap. Growers Coop. Assn,
If. Horie stated that Horiuchu had an opportunity te expand his
business during the war but didn't, as the latter felt it unwise
in terms of community sentiment., Mr, Horle stated he was glad
that Horiuehu fkd decided against expanding during the war,
Comment:

More data was éainod from Mr, and Mrs, H. during variunl'
other visits with them, and they iill be reported separately.
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In eompeny with Kr, John Horie and ¥r, Kobayashi, my two

guldes, 1 visited the Hatasaka family this evening. Wr, Hitasaka
was rather®eold” and it was difficult to stert any kind of con-
versation, Usuadly my guide, either Horie or Kobayashi, would
start some conversation of loeal interest as farm conditions, but
tonight neither one of them sald anything,both of them d tting
ineonspicuously and reading papers. Not toc mueh was learned
about the tunily.oonncqncntly. but Xihm a dlocnaaion‘::;:::lnl
problems was very enlightening.
Pamily:

Father: issel, 55 years

R T © v

oldest is son about 25 yrs, youngest 2 yrs.

The oldest son was recently discharged from the army, having
seen mesxpxtianxk service in dxpxmx Surope., An Itallian sword was
%= proudly displayed in the living room,

Parming:

Wr, He informed that he has been farming in Colorado for alrost
40 years now. At present he operates 160 aecres, withsugar beets
as his main erop. It is not known shoihnr he owns hisland or
farms on & share crop or cash rent basis. (FProbably the former)
At one time during the war he had seve al eveguee families, number-
ing ebout 30 individuals, working on his farm., All them have left
exeept one family that still works for him., Asked about present
farm conditions, ¥p. H, stated:

"Phis year's weather has been really bad. It's been so
bad I feel like guit farming. But my son doesn't want
to quit and so 1 guess 1'l]l eontinué. seeee

iIf I were to retire, I'd like to retire in California
as the weather there is definitely better.”
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Fgming: (continued)

“The evaguees left my farm to return to California because of
Colorado's bad weather."

It is interesting to note that even some native farmers com-
plain bitterly about the severe Colorado weather. However, it must
be understood that this year's weather was one of the worst in
many meny years, (Thia’!l learned from many old timers here,)
From all indications it appears that Wr, H, has been farming
fairly successfully here in Colorado., It seems 'hat he is economically

off
a little better/than most of the native Japanese farmers.

Japanese Assoclation:

For many years prior to the war Brighton had a fairly active
Japanese Assoclation, which was composed of practically all of
the Japanese families., Ope of its main function was the operation
of the Japanese language school. Dues were collected from the
members. The Assoclation has owned a large building intown,
which was used as the Japanese school and for meetings. Aside
from the aghool the Assn., looked after the welfare of the
Japanese 1ln the community, as tending to funeral services,
sponsoring activities, ete, Since the start of theé war the
Assoniation volnntnrilyg;:nninod inactive. Nothing has been
done to reactivate the organization, and among some members there
is some concern about the future of the Assn,

Stated Horie:

"The members must deecide very soon what course they want

to take, whether they want to continue i1t, or to disband,

Something muet be done, as thef Assn., still has a good

deal of money. We must deecide what should be done with
the money if the members decide to disband., What do you

think about Mr, Hatasaka?"
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gagggogc Association:

Stated Mr, Hatasaka:
"Somehow, I feel there 1s a need for an organization for
the mexgaxkxzakian Japanese here, Ve donthave to call it
the 'Japanese' Assoclation. We ean even leave out the
word 'Japanese' if that sounds objeetionable, But whate
ever we call the organization, I believe we ought to
have it, for who is goling to look after the welfare of
the Japanese here,
"The JACL is doing good work, but it is largely for the
nisei, There must be an organization for issei, who don't
speak English, and who can understsnd eagch o.her better."

"1 believe in the case of the JACL, and they %&E
leave out the word 'Japanese'. Just ¢all it t 1¢%8ens
League, I think we ought not to emphasize 'Japanese'’

80 much from now on,"
Both Mr, Hatasaka end kr, Horie, natives here, agreed that there
was a need for an organization. Nr. Kobavashi, an evacuee, re-
mained silent, indicating disinterest. When I askecd Nr, Horie
what was the general feeling among the membership, he stated:
"I think most of the members are indifferent.,”
It 1s felt that this indifference is the aftermathf of the
war time fear harbored by the loecal Japanese, It 1s a feeling

of continuing to be as inconspicuous as possible in the eyes of

the larger community. However, if there exists a worthy need,

whieh has no political motives, for an organization among the
the 1ssei

issei it appears to me that there is no justifiecation for/con-

tinuing to be remain ineonsplcuous. It seems that 18 taking

the ostrich attitude of sticking one's head in the sand inthe

hope that problems will solve themselves if let alone. Ispeeially

because the issel do not speak English well enough and have depende-

there i1s the need.

on each other for help for the past many yearsy The organization

will necessarily be temporary, for the age of the issei is so

advanced that by the end of 10 or 15 years there will be no issel
problem.
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Jopanese Association: (eontinued)

The organization will not/fo e a useful community purpose as
looking after some of the welfare needs of the Japanese, but

it will assist in fulfilling x#BR of the basic humsn needs, that
of ecompanionship.

At another ocecasion kr, Horie informed me that at the
beginning of the war when the Japanese Assn, deelide” to remain
inaetive, the members voted to give to the Young Men'sAssoeistion,
nisei organization, of Brighton all the money in isseil Assn.
treasury as well as the building that it owned. The nisei
group refused to accept this offer., Asked why the nisel refused,
Mr, Horie stated he didn't know, It is guoale& that the nisei
probably felt at that time that suech a transaction might look
bad in the eyes of the larger community, especially as the issei
were aliens,

Buddhist versus Christiens:

A number of years prior to the war, Mr, Hatasaka and ¥r, Horie
(both of whomare Christians) related that Rev, Tamai, issei Buddhist
priest in Denver and Colorado, eame to Brighton and in vy strong
terms told his Buddnist following that the Buddhist ought to have
their own Japanese language school and not attend the school conducted
by the Japanese Association, Following this the Buddnist started
their own sechool. They own a fairly large niece stone bullding
in town. Due to this, only non-Buddhist and Christians attanded
the language sehool sponsored by the Assoclation., This was the
beginning of a wide split between the Buddhist and the Ckhistians,
Both kr, Hatasaka and My, Horie spoke in bitter eriticism of Rev, Tamai
and his action. They terme Rev. Tamal a "trouble maker",



P. B

Bprighton, Colo
NATIVE ESSEI . .RMER 26 Oct 46
Hatasaka family T, Yatsushiro

Buddhist versus Chhistians: (continued)
This caused serious rift in the Japanese Association. Both Hatasska
and Horlie thought that such a thing as language school ought to
be conducted along non-religious lines,

kir. Kobayashi, my other guide, e¢himed in to say that the
same thing happened in 3toeckton, California, that the Buddhist
formed their own language sehool and forced the non-Buddhist and
Christians to form their own, thereby causing ill-feeling among
the Japanese gommunity in general,

in Denver

kr, Horie informed that Buddhist and the Christiens/had
a serious rift inthe early # 1930s. The Colorado Times, edited
by Mr, Kaihara, an issel Christian, began publishing strongly
pro-American articles and played up the Christian churches,

Ro i)

To counteraet this, the other Jg anese paper/in mgv%rfﬁgﬁ
was edited by lkir. Toda, began playing up the Buddhist ehureh.
Mr, iiorie stated that the editorials and many articles mxms on
Buddhish was actually written by Rev., Tamai, Wr, Horie informed
that there was no connection between MNr, Kaihara of the Colorado
fimes and Rev. Uemura, 1ssel pastor of the Japanese Methodist
Church; in fact they were not very friendly terms. Apparently
this split between the papers and the two religious groups was
very serious, creating ill-feeling among the respective religlous
following, Tnls does not prevall now, as the Roeky Shimpo prints
both Buddhist and Christian news without diserimination, and the
Colorado Times has the same poliey. However, among the more

religious minded of the old tirers, therd are deep scars of this

rift among the two religious groups.
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Issel versus Nisel:

Mr, Hatasaka mmghkxkt feels that the nisel ought to form an
organlization of their own., He thinks that the nisel ought to
take the initlative and lead now, likehany other 1ssel have felt.
e feels possibly the iseel can remain in the background and ﬂi&l‘d.
whatever guldance and assistance negcessary. He feels that the
issel can Xmam begin to lean more and more on the nisei,

In his own family, Mr. Hatasaka seem to rely on his oldest son
who Juet returned from army serviee a good deal, As previously
stated he wanted to qult farming because of such bad weather this
year, but his son has insisted on continuing and he gave in to his
son's wisghes.

JACLY

Mr, Horie reported that there has been opposition to the
JACL among the Japanese in this area. Iie stated that among the
incoming evagueéds there was greater antagonism, as they felt
the JACL was responsible for the evacuation., Some of the opposi-
$ion was due to m togoniam toward eertain JACL leaders and some
to the belief that JACL didn't agecomplish anything prior to the
War,.

Among the natives the opposition is believed to be based
largely on the faet that there has been a nisel organization and
a ixgmmerxx lssel organization here,and JACL 2 probably looked
upon ag outsl der that is trying to break up the status quo of
the loecal community, Of course, a good deal of the grudge borne

by the evacuees were transmitted to the natives.
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Fiofneer lissei
Er, Hatasaka related the story of the most famous of the

pioneer 1ssel who lived in the Brighton area., HKe stated there is
in his honor
& modest memorial bullt/in the Riverside cemetery ofBrigh‘on.im

kixxhanax(His name is not remembered just now.) This issei came
to Colorado in the 1890s and mmx directed the construetion of the
first irrigation ditehes in the Brighton region., He also i1s known

for other community achievements.

Community Sentiient:

Kr, Hatasaka thought that community sentiment was XRRyY good

at present, and that from now it will be even better.

Dispersal & Integration:

¥r. Kobayashi stated:

"I sincerecly belleved inthe WRA dispersal poliey, for I
stlll think that by dispersing and mixing in with the
larger caucasian community the future of the nisei will
be mueh brighter.

"However, look at the situation now. There #=z are still
some form of Little Tokyos in Los Angeles, Chieago, and
Denver.

"Of course, it's only natural for the Japanese to congregate,
especlally the issel. Well, look at the Chinese, Italians,
and other immigrant groups. They've been America longer
than the Japanese, and they still havé a tendeney to cone
gregate inkm their group. I don't think it's fair to

expect the Japanese to scatter themselves all over and

break up their tight Jaelnoso communities overnight, It
will teke up some time,
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After some diffieulty in loecating the Sonoda farm residence,
we finally located it, The Sonodas live in Henderson, which is
about 12 miles south of Bprighton, and )10 miles north of Denver.
On the main road going from Denver to Brighton, you turn xkghk
east on the road near "Shamrock Tavern and Gas Station”" for 200
pards and turn south for 50 yards where there is the "Irondale
Sehool".on the left hand side. The Sonodas live just in the rear
of the aschool, Mr. Sonoda was outside repairing shippring crates.
¥rs., Sonoda was inside entertaining an aged Mexican woman friend,
As I had met Mr, Sonoda before in Poston camp, where we both were
inearccrated, I hn;7e:cry effort to visit him. M¥r. 8, 414 not
recognize me immedistely, but mpem before long he remembered me,
lr. Kobayashi, my guilde, and I were invited into his home where
we met Mrs, 8, The v sitor made her exit soon after.

Family:

Father: Thomses S; i1ssel, about 56 years.
Mother: rs. S.; 1ssel; about 50 years.
Children: 3 daughters--all living and working in Chicago.
1 working as secretary at Field Museum,
1 working as secretary at Roosevelt High Seh,
1 married.
Another daughter is married to Dave Yamaka, both
whom were residing in Philippines at the outbreak
of the war. Beliesved to be in Japan now,

¥r, and drs, S. Xkwe constitute the present household,
Background:

¥r, Sonoda has been £ farmer all his life, Prior to the war
he operated a f£arx 850 acre farm for many years in Imperial, Imperial
Valley, Californla, He grew largely asparagus, but had other erops
like beets, rice, etc. He was regarded as one of the succeasful
big farm operators. He owned his farm land, although he had a
few more payments to make on part of the land.
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ternment:

immedialely following the outbreak of the war he was picked
up by the FBI and interned. He gave a detall account of hils
internment, and ma still 1s very bitter about it, He stated how
the FEI agent came one day and stated "You better pack up, Tomp
you're coming with me," He stated he just dldn't have time to
get his farm and other personal and business matters in order,
@8 he had ©o leave the very same day. ie was most bitter about
thls. GHe state ' he had some blg plans in the making about what
eropa tTo grow the coming year,and he had been making definite
arrangements, Some of the plans were things he had been thinking
about over a perlod of years. He was very optimistic abm t his future
farm prospeets at that time, and interment dashed all his hopes
and asplrations to pleees.

He told how he was treated like a regular prisoner, ceconfined
in ecamp surrouanded by barbed wire fence, search lights, and machine
guns. He dldn't like thls one bit, He eouldn't understand why he
was plcked up as & suspleious character. He was confined for about
€ months, after which he Joined his family members who were evacuate’
to Poston relocation center,

Lvacuation & Center Life:
The famlly was evacuated from Imperial Valley to Foston eamp

in May 1948. MNr, Sonoda jolned them later in the game year. Very
soon after his arrival in Foston, Mr. S. was made the evacuee chief
of the Agricultural Deépartment, sueceeding Frank Mizusawa, a nisei,
The Ag. Dept. in Foston at that time was undergoing an intepnal
eonfliet with various factions trying to gain power in the Dept,
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Evacueti-n & Center Life: (econtinued)
S0 1t 1s especlally significant thet lr, Sonoda was picked to Mmad

the Dept. e had the personallty and the ¥nowledge to cope with
the varlious personnel and farm problema., As a member of the Bureau
of Soclologleal Researeh in Fgoston, I eonducted an opinion poll
among the adult population with regard teo various farm problems,
KEr, Sonoda was very coocperatlive in this respect.

Late In 1943 he left Pyston camp and resettled in Colorado
on his present farm,
Lvacuation lgsses:

Hr, Sonoda 1z gqulte bitter about the losses suffered through
evacuation. His 380 aere farm land has been rented out to tenants
through the war years up to the present, and he kmkk nt‘toi that
the farx land has been ruined now due tc the inexperience of the
tenants.

On part of his farm land on ‘hich he had a few more payments
to make, the original owner hsd ‘hreatened to teke it baek., Fe
was guite perturbed over this.

He 1s qulte concerned over the indemnification bill whieh he
hopes will pass in Congress. He and Mr., Kobayeshi, my 1ssdi guide,
went Into a discussion about the present eecnomic loss survey
being conducted by the JACL. Mr, S, sthted hc 4idn't receive any
forms. e didn't seem to think it was necessary to coopertte in
the survey if he had to do this all over again if and when the
indeminification bill becomes law.
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Fresent Farm: . Return to California:

Mr, 8. owns and operates a very small farm, 7 acres in size,
He and his wife live on the farx in a very small two-room house,
which appear to be more like a shack. W¥e visited in the bedroom,
snd felt cramped for space.

He hes been growlng c¢slery for the most part. He has been
getting along falrly satisfactorily the past three years. Rer
one thing he Xxxmek does not hope to make any sizable fortune
en his present farm. His philosophy has been "doling some farming
which will provide them a livelihood.” He doesn't oxpeogfgore
than this,

He likes Colorado's elirmate,mmi so mugh so that he doesn't
want to leave. He stated he hated Imperial Valley as it !2: 80

hot there., le prefers the ecool and even cold clim&se.
Status of nis Imperial Farm:

Mr, 5. informed that he has been approached a number of times
by hy the Kelser-Frazer m tomobile firm %m withregard to the sale
of hie farm land. There was discovered some mineral or metal
aubstanoe,tnxthnxixla which is essential to the manufacture of
automobiles, in his farm neighborhood. Xr, S. stated that the
egents of the Kalser-Frazer hirl and the suto firms opposed to
the Kalser-Frazer firm have been fighting to purchase the land
in his erea. lr. S. 1s not sure what he wants to do. If he
does return to Imperial, which is very problematical, he would
probably want to retain kXx possession of his farm. However, if
he decides xm agalnst returning kn all probability he will want to

sell the farm for all he can get.
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The Koda Case of Preano, Calif,

Mr. &, snd Vr, Xobayashi began talking abou* the recent
Koda eourt cese, in which the State of Calif, won #75,000 from
Mr. Koda, man i1ssei, on a lan? valued at present at §3200,000,
on the contention that Mr. Koda wnn‘the actually owner of xhm a
farm corporation and used illegal) meens to by-pars the State law
\prohiblting the ownership of land by an issedi.

Mr. S. stated he knew Hpr, Koda and about the case fairly
well, I believe Mr, S. stated that Nr, Kode 1s a riece grower.
In any case he made hgg;l eaucasian farm emplovee, an suto mechanie,
preaident of his farm corporation, giving him about 20 shares in
the sorporation. This was strictly a meaneuver to ci ecumvent the
State law which prohibits issel from owning land, Apparently
everything went al-ng smoothly, until the "puppet" caucasian
preaident recently decided to betray lr. Koda mmi by informing
the State of Cplif. that the ecorporation was all a phony and that
he was merely a "dummy"”.

Naturalization:

Mr. 8., was mach interested in taking out first papers for
naturalization. !He wasndt sure whether he will ever ret it, but
if the law iz amended B0 issei can become naturalized citizens,
ke is strongly in favor of taking out first pepers. He has no
intention of returning to Japan to retire or to work, He feels
hie future is staked in the 17,8,, especially so because of his

nisel echildren who are now grown-up,
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Soelal Adjustment:

Mr, and Nra., S, are quite lsolated from dither the Japanese
or the larger comrunity. They don't have any passenger car at
present, d though they have a huge £» farm truck, and conseguently
vielting of friends 1s curtailed a good deal, M¥r, S, stated that
he has put in an order for a '47 model automobile, and expeets
to got ibh sometime early next year,

Mr, S. llkes Go (Japanese gheckers) very much, so much so
that he cuts out all the newspaper artisles which gilve frkxxzikmns
pointers on how to improve one's Go game (like Culbertson's Bridge
inatructions) and has them pasted in a secrap game., Mr, &, stater
that he has been dying to play go with someone, but thst he hasn't®
run into any one yet who plays the game, and consequently he goes
to bed everynight wilth his Go serapbock and spends hours studying
the fine pointers of the game, When Mr, Kobayashi state’ he likes
the game, lr, £, was so deligh‘ed to have found some one, that
they immediastely made arrangements to play tosether some time in
the future.

lir, S, related how he learned to play Go just as he was leaving
Japan for the U,S8,, and how he used to play the game with his
farm employees. He laughingly related how his wife threatened

n in California,

to throw the Go table into the furnaee/ as he sometimes got so

involved in playing the game that he negleeted his farm,
¥r, o, stated he also likes trout fishing, and that he has

gone fishing with friends on a number of occasiona, However, Mrs,
S, is opposed to Mr, 8, going fishing, as he stays out overnight

and she feels very lonesome staylng home By herself,
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Soeial) Adjustment: (eontinusd)

The Sonodas stated that their 3 danghters in Chdcago usually
visit them dnring the summer. "hen-ver they cone, they have
nrged ¥r, sd Mrs. 8. to go mmk to Chieago with them to live.

The Ss s0 far have refused., The ©s have a number of friends in
Chicsgo. One of them is the Marvel Msede family whose father
told me vhen T was In Chieago 3 moanths sgo te urge the Sonodas
to ecome out to Chicago.

Fp. “: mentioned that they viait with the Uehizonos who farm
nearby thelr farm. HE=xmex The Ushizonos are also evacuees.

The Sonodas seemed quite isolated and lonesome, end it
is a wonder they eontinue to live and farm where they are. Fowever,
since “hey like the Col rado weather and ninec they expect a
passenger car early next year, they seem fairly contented.,
Comment:

¥r, Kobayashi, my gulde, stated:

"It's ~imply @ pity thet a big farmer like Nr, S, is now

farming in such a small way and living like he is,

"I found him to he very Interesting, I c¢an tell he's

had a lot of education. He speaks very intelligently.

"I like him a lot, and hope %o visit with him more

often,"

ur, S, was rather sensitive about investigations, and asked
lme before I left whether my work was tied up with the FBI. I
assured him that it wasn't, and that all we were interested in
was getting a general economiec and social piecture of the Japanese

population in Colorado.
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In company withkr. Kobayashi, my guide, a visit was paild
to the Sakata family. The family had just finished lunch and
were just mbout to hsrvest and market onions. However, they
kindly consented to talk to us for a few minutes, We Adidn't
feel we ough' to keep them from their farm work, so we mad the
visit as short as possible. As two nisel were in the famlly
I talked to them while Mr., Kobayashi talked with Mr, Sakata.
Family:

Father: 1issei, about 60 years.
Mother: 1lssel, died several years ago.
Children: 8Son, Harry, 27 years

Son, Bob, 25 years.

Bagkground: _

The family formerly lived and farmed in fan Jose, There
they farmed on a moderate scale, on a cash rent besis,

Evacuation:

The family voluntarily evacuated to Brighton, Colorade
early in 1942. They left no property back in California, and
their losses have been slight,

Present Farmi& Return to Californias:

At present they are farming 80 acres, 40 acres of which they
own and 40 scres of which they eash rent. Their main crops are
onlons, sugar beets, and eabbage.

Both sons, Harry and Bob, like Colorado very mach snd have
found farming here to be very good. Consequently they plan to
stay here permanantly, They don't seem to be particularly concerned
about Colorado's weather. For one thing,they haven't been bothered
by the hail,



P, 2
EVACUEE FARML. s Sos b O
Sakata family T. Yatsushiro

ial ustment:

Harry 1s quite a lead r in the commmunity among the nisei.

He 1s an active leader of the Buddhiat group, and is alsoc agetive
in JACL. Ye 1s quite community sonseious.

He thought that the evacuees and the native Japanese farmers
get al ng very well,

#hen asked what the nisei 414 in the way of reecreation,
Harry stated they play baseball, basketball, and o‘her sports
during the various seasons. There are a nub er of nisei xpmeEx
athletic teams who play amm g themselves as well as against
Deaver/teans.

Many of the nirei go into Denver for other typee of recrea-
tion as daneing, bowling, movies,ete. eote. ‘

From all respeets the family seems quite happily adjusted

in the community. They feel the caucasians are all very friendly.
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Together with W,. Kobayashi, my guide, I visited the
Nishimura family. When we got there they were just on their
way to work on thelr farm. Conseguently we talked outside,

I had a few minutes with the nisel boys and a few minutes with
kr. N.
Family:

Fathery 1ssel, around 6C years

Mother: 1issel

Children: George, about 28 years.

Yoshio, about 24 years,
Daughter, married and living ‘n Denver,

Bagkground:

The family has moved about the country farming in various
places during the last 35 years or so. Rough history:

1910-1922~--Farmed in Stoekton, Calif,

1922-1927--Farmed in San Luis Valley, Colorade

1927=-1942--Farmed in Guedalupe, Ca'ifornia

1942-1946--Farming in Bpighton, Colo.

Prior to the evacuation they operated a 400 aere farm, growing
lettuece and various farm erops. They were regarded as big farm
operators, and farmed very successfully.

Evacuation:

Early in 1942 they voluntarily evacuated from California to
Colorado and has been ever sinse, They didn't seem to harbor
any strong bitterness over the évacuation, and it is not belicrved
that they have suffered any huge loss in the way of properties.

They do not own any property in California now,
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Farm conditlione:

At present the famlly is farming 60 scres one ecash rent
basis, They grow the usual line of ecrops--sugar beets, cabbsage,
and onlons, ihen I aske! George how ferming has been, he stated:

"Oh, we're just gardening out here, compared to the farm

we oprated out in Guadalupe, Californif. e...

But 1t hasn't been bad farming out here, The bigreat

problon is hall here. ....

OL, you can make expeet to make a huge profit farming in

Colorado, but one can get along."

Mn, Nishimura expressed the same opinion as his nisel sons.
The family seemed to be an fairly secure economie footing, although
as George stated they certainly are not making a fortune out here,
They seemed fairly contented,

Return to california:

Wnen asked what his feelings were with regard to return to
California, Mp, Nishimura stated:

"Wr, ¥inami, whgfased to be a big farmer in Guadalupe and

who 1s now farming in Roeky Ford, recently visited

Guadalupe and other places in California., I had a chance

to talk to him upon his return to Colorado, and he advised

against returning to California, especlally to Guadalupe,

He stated the commnity sentiment is bad, and that farming

conditions are not very good.

"I hope to remain in Colorado., It's not so bad farming

out here. The weather isn't ideal here, but one ¢an make

a go of farming if he wants to,"

The nisel boys also seem to prefer to continue farming in
Colorado,at least for xx a while, if not permanently,

Mr, Nishimura and Ky, Minami, regarded by many as bne of the big

farm operators in California prior to'he war, are very good friecnds,
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Igsel and Nisel:

Like a good number of othor i1ssel who have nisel children,

Er, Nishimura feels that the lsse!l era 1s over and that the
niseli must take the initiative from now on. JHe was exceedingly
pleased to know that a nisei was doing this study for the gov't,
He stated in Japanese, “li:eiiz:/:;izkari shinakere ba",/zgich he
mean® that theé nisel must now bear down and advange themselves
in the Ameriean society.
S0 ustment:

dr. B, related that the gcaucasians in the eommunity have
in general been very friendly. There are only a few few farmers
who resent the competition provided by the Japanese farmers,

The fam!ly isBuddrist, but they are not very aective
members.

Most of their leisure time is spent vieiting friends in

the eommu ity, or visiting Denver.
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£k In company withir, Kobayashl, my guide, I visited the
Inadoxi famlly. Nr. I. wes busy workimg out in the flelds but
he kindly conesented to vielt with us,
Family:

Father: 1-sel, about 58 years,

Mother: 1ssel, about 53 years.

Children: 6 in all

ages ranging from 27 to 9

The oldest boy is married and 1s now in the army serving
in #xpanx Rresidio, California, A daughter is a senior at
Grinnell College in Iowa.

Background :

¥r, Inadomi and hls younger lssei brother operated four
general merchandise stores 1ln Oxnard, 3anta Paula, and surrounding
districtsczgﬁgziirornia. ¥r, Kobayashl informed me privately that
they were very successful in business and were quite well-to-do.
They operated the stores over a périod of many years, expanding
their business a» they went along,

When evacuation came they sold practieally all of their
merehm dise, but retalined possession of most of t heir stores and
properties. These cstores are belng rented out at présent.
Evacuation: &x@is

The family was first evacuated to the Tule Assembly Center.
In July 194. they rel cated tec the Gila Center in Arizona. In early
1944 they left camp bo resettle in their present location,

Er. and krs, Inadomi went into a long astory of how they
suffere’ economically due to evacuation, lrs, I, related how they
had to sell 3,000 pairs of shoes for 25 eents a pair, as they had

so little time to get rid of them., Many other merchandise and
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Evacuation: (continued)

and food =tuff were sold at rédiculously low prieces and at a
loss. They appeared rather bitter about having suffered such
losses as they did.

In speaking about losses, Mr., Enadoml informed that he 1is
not planning to fill out the eeconomie loss survey form sent him
by the JUACL as his books are all in (&ifornia. There appears
a feeling, among many issei, that filling out the survey form
now mxy iw not going to be of any value to them so juat a waste
of time., Furthermore, unless the rlsurQl are accurate which will
involve much bookeepirng , filling the forms out now might jeopardize
their chances of getting a fair return for their Xm actual losses.
Practically all evacuees, issei and nisei, are virally interested
in the indemAdfication of loeses suffered by them through evacua-
tion, but most of them are prone to do nothing about this until
the government passes the evacuee claims bill,

Farming Condition:

Mr. 1. has been farming in Bprighton for over two years now,
He bought 21 acres of Iarm land when he resettled here, and =k
has been growing celery, green onions, and turnips mainly., He
stated thls year farming was bad, largely because of the poor
market, However, as he uses very little outside paid labor
he and his family have been doing fairly well for themselves.

Mr, 1., stated he had been a businessman most of his life

and had never done farming before until he resettled here.
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Farming Condition:

Nre. I. complained that farming 1s the most difficult of the
various occupations. He stated he isn't a qualified farmer and
never will make a success of it, He went into a long winded
discussion asbout the gqualifications required to be a farmer which
ineluded: 1) He must a vetinarisn, as he must be able to treat
horses, cattle, and other livdstoek and poultry animals when the
need arises; 2) He must be a thoroughly experienced mechanie,
for when the farm equipment or machinery breaks down he must be
ready to repair i1t; 3) He Must be thoroughly asequainted with
all aspeects of farming, about the soll, about the e¢limstic con-
ditions, about irrigation, about fertilizing, ete. ete.
and 4) he must be thoroughly familiar with marketing and shipping,
for he must be able to sell his farm products at the highest
possible price. He enuw rated many other qualifications required
of a farmer, but the above were the most important ones. This
disecussion brought out the faet that Mr, I. is quite an experienced
businessman, for he mmmm looks at farming prospeects from practically
every aspect. It indicated = it elligence as well as shrewdness.

¥r, Kobayashi, my guide and an experienced farmer, told me
thxt privet ely that all the gualifications enume rated by Mr. I,
were not necessary in one man, that a farmer gan operate a farm
and hire skilled men for the various jobs if this is necessary,

Mp. I, stated that since he didn't feel he had all the various
qualifications, he wasn't suited to be a farmer, However, this
is pure modesty on the part of Mr, I., for he has done as well as,

if not better than, most of the farmers in the region,
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Farming Condition: (continued)

Mr, Kobayashi indicated to me privately that M¥r, I. 1s quite
q§ wealthy man and that he ie very shrewd and money-conseious.

Mr, Kobayashi stated Mr., I. even has his 7 year old daughter,
youngest in family, stand on street corners to peddle farm produce,
¥r. K. thought this was going too far in an attempt to make money,
especlally with My, 1's financial resources.

Mr, I', 1s not completely contented with his farm, but in
all probability he will continue farming for s while, However,
begause of his long business background, it seems almost gertain
that he will return to business and it will probably be on the
Coast.

Issel and Nisei:

Like Mr, Kobayashi, Mr. I, felt very strongly that issel era
is over and that the niso??ﬁgw step in the issel shoes and take
over, He was elated to know that the government was making a
study of the Japanese, and that they had selected some nisei for
the job, He thought the nisei understand the 1ssei muech better
than any non-Japanese. He feels that the issel are now aged and
it won't be long before they will pass from the scene, He feels
that the issel can assist the nisel in whatever is necessary, but
that the nisel himself -na:7::or leadership and responsibility
that goes withit,

¥r. I. and wife are very much devoted to their echildren, like
Mr, Kobayashi, They seem to feel that their primary concern from
now is to see that their children get all the education possible
and get into jobs that they like, They want to do what their chlldren

wants them to do., They are extremely proud of their children,
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Issel and Nisei: (econtinued)
end spoke at great length about them.

Mr, I. represante the progressive issei who has abandoned
all attechment with Japan and xax is determined that their future
lies with U,S8,, in spite of the faet that they are still legally
Japanese eitizens.

Both Mr, I, and Mp, Kobayashi pointed out the faet that there
lies the difference between the issel who has misel childrephnd
the 1ssel who has no children or who is a bachélor, The issel
with nisei ehildren mxx now feel their future 1z staked to the
U.8., while some of the issei who are single or have no nisei
children might not feel the same way. Both stated that this divi-
gsion among the issei was eclearly evident in the relocation ecenter
during the war years,

¥Mr. I, feels very grateful to the American Gov't and to
be living inthe U.S3., He feels the gov't has been very fair to
the Japanese in the U,8, He belleves that the bulk of the
American people has been fair, and he is optimistie about the
iﬂ&?i!égal notes on Evacuation;

He feels that the good that came out of evaouation was that
i1t opened the eyes of the evacuees to the rest of the country, other
than Cglifornia. Then, too, it made mamy the American people more
undorltandin;;nnd sympathetic to the Japanese in the U.3, lle feels
the dispersal was a good thing, that 1t opened up various opportu-

nities heretofore eclosed to the Japanese on the West Coast,
He feels that the nlsel ought to take advantage of the sl tuation

and begin mixing in with the eaucasians and the larger society.
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Additional notes on Evaguation: (eontinued)
He feels that the nisei ough: to go into professions and businesses
which cater to the caucasian publie and not exclusively to the
Japanese as before the war,
Re to California
Mr, I's younger brother, businesgpartned prior to the war,
is now bagk on the Coast surveying business prospects. ince they
still own various properties on the Coast, sooner or later it is
guessec that Mr. I' and family will return.x=m However, lr., I,
does not feel it advisable to return just now, He operates his
omn farm and he seems fairly mamksnkas satisfied where he is now,
lire I, expressed uncertainty as towhat he will do in the
next few years. He wants to do what his children wants to do.
It 1s very likely that Mr, I, may remain in Colorado indefinitely,
or even steke out for the East.,
Soclal Adjustment :
The Inadoml seem to be happily adjusted in the larger
community as well ast he Japanese community., There are no
Japanege
big/organizations, other than Buddhist and Christian groups, in
the community, It 1z believed that the family is Christian,
Most of their leisure time is taken up in visiting friends in
the oomhunity. They are on very good terms 1ith &heir caucasian
seighbors, and they spoke very highly of them., I met Mrs., I.
on the street on Oet 26 and she stated they were planning to
hold a big Halboween party at their house, and a large number of

caueasian ehildren are expected to come, Their children andthe

caucasian neighbor echildren get along very well, being playmates.
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Social Adjustment: (econtinued)

They feel the caucasians in xXxm Bpigh'on are very friendly to
the Japanese, and they have not experienced any unpleasantneas.
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with
Together/'irsand Mrs.Jchn Horie, I was imvited to dinner tonight at the

S. Kobaysshi homes Apparently just about this time of the year it has become
an amual trediticn for the Xobayashis to invite the Horiee over for dinner.
This is in remembrance of the warm hospitality lhﬁ the Kobayashis when they
first came to Brighton ia 1943 by the Hories. The Xobayashis, )r. and MNrs.,
lived for & momth with the Hories in 1943, while they were loocking for a home
of their own.

Pollowing dinner the group diwided split into e men and women's group,
with Mr. Kobayashi, Mr. Horie, and I retiring to the living room. ir. Kobayashi
and Mr. Horie ou-riod;: long diescussion about various subjecte, cld and new.
MreK. told a long story of a lMasatsune Kobayashi, en issei who came to the
UeSe Prom Jepan about 1919 andxmktmmp wae actively connected with the Salvatim
Arcy mdd & cempaign to stop gambling among the Japanese in Calffornia. In hie
attempt to stop gamblingxumwxxaf a few of his workere were murdered by the
gamblers. ke collected money from the Japanese and finanged his work kkain
this way. Many shady aspects ofxixxxXmbsyuski Masatsune's life were related
by both Mr. K. and /ir. He One was that he used most of t:i:;::y he collected
frou Japanere in Californis in waintaining & luxurious livelihood for himself.
Another wes that he was extremely pro-Japan &nd attempted to influence the lesei.
& ncted poem he urof.e. according to Mr. K., begaa:

"Open your €y€8es..
Cpen your eyefe«..
For thef sake of your coumtry

Budd
Mr. Horie repeated what he had stated previously about Rev. Tamhi, namely
that he was largely responsible for kindling ill-feeling among the Buddhists
and the Ohrietian in Brighton as well as Denver. This hxm resulted in the brekk
up of the Japanese Association/f sponsored language school, mid the establishing
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eV, 1 dhis
of a separate Buddhist spomsored language school. This happened several years
prior to the war.

Mre He was very oritical of Rev. Tamai, issei priest, saying thet he
ie very limited in education and tralning but that he goes mam around telling
people that he reoeived the best education and training in Japan. lowever,
Mre He Sthought that Rev. Tamai was a fairly good spesker.

Hre . revedled that the Juddhiat group is plamning om building a
buge Buddhist temple on Lawrence Gtreet, between 19th and 20th ste., in
Denver. The land was purchased years age and much of the money has been
raised.

(In mn#; with Rev.Tsuncda, nisel Buddhiet priest, several weeks ago,
it was learned that the bullding ie to oo“ §90,000, that §30,000 eash has
been raised, and that $60,000 have been pledged by the Buddhist members. I saw
the blue priat of the bullding,and it ies going to be guite an elaborate bldlg.
with many roome and & huge gymnasiume]/ They are trying to get priority to
begin laying the foundation for the bldg. At that time Rev. Tsundda told me
that he was going to esee former governor Ralph Carr, to ses if the latter
eould "pull some strings" to get the priority necessary.) °

¥r. Horie went into a long asoount the shady character of Paul Osumi.

He related how a few years age hc took his mk watech to Osumi to be repaired
and never got it returmed to him although he went to see him a number of times
for a year. Horie stated a number of other friends of his got stung #dmilarly.
Osumi 's connections with the FBI,the local police, andthe court were reldsed.
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Asced Leaders in Demver:

When Mr. Kobaysehi ahked iir. iHorie who tha were regarded as issei leaders
in Denver, Mr. Horie nemed the followings

Mr. Kaihara, editor of the Colerado Times

Mr. Takamine, proprietor of the American Potatce Company.

Dr. Miysmoto, dentist.

Mr. Kawane, Suddhiet church treasurer

Mr. Osumi, jeweler, owner of restaurant, self-designatdd "mayor" of Larimer
district.

.

Mr. Horie spoke bighly of Dr. Miyamoto, that) he "was a very learned man
who ean comverse on practically -ll!; subject."

Dr. Johm Foote, Baptist minieter:
During the war years, Dr. Foote worked among the Japanese colorado.

Mre Horie had little praise for Dr. Foote and the work he did in Colorado.
He thought Dr. Foote was not too intelljgent, espeeially with respect to his
command of Wkx the Japamese language. Prior to the war Dr. Foote was a
missioneyy in Japan for about 30 years. During tﬁc war Dr. Foote game to
Yr«Horie frequently to have various sermone and papers translated imto
Japanese. )Nr. Horie stated often he refused as Dr. Foote's sermons or

articlee were so poorly writtenm even in English.

Gemeral comment;

The foregoing was largely written to illuetrate what two intellectual
issei talked mbout during an evening's visit. BSome of the informetion
obtained are very pertinent tothe study.
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1, company with ¥pr, and Mrs. dohn Horie I visited the
Masunaga family., %he family lives in a niee home located on
their farm, which is in Henderson, 12 miles south of Brighton,
When we arrived kkaxsxxars we noticed many visitors were being
entertained at the home, and we deeided not to visit withfhem.
However, one of the boys came out and insi-ted we drop in to
at least say "hello" to all the family, so we visited withthe
family for a few minutes. The house was crammdd with people,
Mr, and Mrs, Kosuge, whose daughter is married to one of the
Kasunaga boys, were present, A report on them will be made
separs ely.

Farily:

Father: 1ssei, about 60 years.

Mother: 1ssei, sbout 55 years.

Children: Jessie, son, about 28 years, married,

Jessle's wife and week o0ld baby,
John, son, about 26 years, married.
John's wife and week o0ld baby.

Actually three immedlate families live in this household.

I believe 1 saw a detached house, and probably this is used as
living quarters by this household,

The two married boys and their wives became fmkkar parents
about a week ago, mkxaxk the same day. Most of the visitors that
came had ecome to see the two babies,

Farm:

Mr. ¥, farms about 160 acres, 30 acres of which 1s his own,
and the rest ha farms on a share crops basis. lie raises sugar
beets, cabbagd, end onions largely, From all indications he has

been fairly suecessful at farming,.
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Jdapanese Apsccintion:

¥r, ¥esunaga was electe! president of the Jaepanese Assocla-
tion dufing the war years. The Assn, was lnactive during this
period,

¥r, M. feels there 1s a need for the revival of the Assn, and
feels that the membership must deelde soon what they want to do.
The Assn. still has the bullding aend money in the treasury, and
at least this must be disposed off if the group déeldes to disband.
Early 1in the war the nisei group was offered the building and
the money in the Assn's treasury, but the nisei rejected this

offer some reason.

¥r. M. thought that if it helped any the Assn, could eliminate
the word "Japenese" from its name. He thought this might eliminate
some objeetion thet may come from the larger community,
Ken kal

¥r. ¥. informed that the Kumamoto kendnd the Pukuoka ken
people had active organizations prior to the war, Thése slong
with the Japanese Associl:tion were ilnactive during the war years
up till the present. It was learned that mast of th:7;:tplo
in the Brighton area, if not the rest of Colorado, are from
either Kumamoto ken or Fukuoka kenf in Japm. MNr, Masunsga
is from Kumamoto ken, and explained that Xke his ken organization
was opened to any ilnterested individual even tho he may not be
from the same ken. There doesn't seem to be any great interest
in reviving these ken organization. These will probably begome
extinet, at least here in this part of the country,
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At the Masunaga residence in Henderson, 12 miles south of
Brighton, I met lipy, and Mrs, Kosuge. Mr. anA Mres, John Horie
accompanied me. Some pertinent information was gained from
Mr, Kosuge, not so mueh sbout himself ss to general information.
For many years until early during the war, ¥r, Kosuge
farmed in Sterling, northeastern Colorado, He A4id general
farming and had some milking cows. He stated the gaueasians
in Sterling were very nice, especlally the chursch people.
Probably in quest of better farm land, he moved from
Sterling to Greeley in early 1942 and farmed Iin Greeley until
the spring of 1946.
He then moved to Denver where he is now living., It was not
learned what he is doing in Denver, but possibly he hss gone
into some business.

Sterling Japanese population (Logan County)

Before the war: there were about 12 families, & total of
about 115 to 120 individuals,

At present: about @ native families snd 1 evafuee families.
Not many evacuees resettled in this region,

Sedgewlck population (Northeastern Colorado)

About the same as Sterling at present,

Lvacuee versus Natives:

in a dlscussion about evafuees and natives, the point was made
Ry that there existed a eonflict bétween the two groups., Nr, Ko=uge
stated the natives resented the evacuees because of several reasons.
The main reason was that the evacuees pald high rental mm to cauca-
sian landowners for use of farm land and caused the normsl rent paid

by native Japanese farmers to be increased greatly, It was admitted
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Evecuee versus Natives:

by the group, whieh lncluded kKr. lorie, kr, Masunaga, and ir,
Kosuge, that the evscuees pmk had ﬁaid relatively high rental
on land in Californis and consequently didn't think much about
paying the high rent in Colorado.

Mr., Kosuge also pointed ocut that one of the worst sins
the evacuee farmers committed was to outbid local Japanese farmers
in an effort to get possesslon or use of farm lands., This ine-
‘furiated the local farmers, who were usually outbidded by the
evaguees.

Personal notes:

Mr, Kosuge, 1ssel, appeared to be about 57 yeara. Nrs, K,
appeared to be about 53 years,

Kenjinkal:

It was learned that the Kumamoto ken and the Fukuoka ken

issel
“RE& active prior to the war. Host of the/people in the Brighton

area, 1f not the rest of Colorado, are from either Kumamoto ken

or Fukuoka ken indapan,
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planning on .

kkmuganidh “r. and firs. John Horie werey/ visiting the Sanada family
in Denver and asked me to/ril along, which I did. The Sanadas live at
2415 Champa St., phone 9179, in one of the numerocus apartmente. iost of the
MuMmen. X5 /ir. Sanada was not home when we mede the
ekll. The daughter hrol:-nd that he probhly was at the kEk larimer Podl Hall,
80 Mr.Horie and 1 dashed over there and found him watghing & pool game vyery
intently. ' The Larimer Ppol Hall is strictly an issei gathering place. I
counted about 50 issei.

Mr. Sanada tried to got iire. Horie to play pool with him but the latter
refused. !Mr. Sanada informed that & Mr. Kojima, who was playing pool at the
noarest table to us, vas one cof the best iseei peool players. Horle finally
persuaded Sanada to return hom as the ligries wore paying them a visit.

Mre Horie and Wr. Sanada are bosom fishing pals. All nixh& afterncon
long each kidded the other about how good a fisherman he was and haw what a
lousy fisherman the other wes. It was ppparsnt that the Horles and the
Sanadas were on the best of terme.

Pamily:

Father: issei, about years, unemployed at present.

Mother: dseei, about years, working at factory

Ohildren: Son, in army serving in Burope at present

Daughter, Yuki, about 22 years, factory worker at present.

Mr. Sanada is & very small man, but is a ges very good-natured soul. lHe
loves to kid Horie and viee versa. Both mother and daughter are goed-looking
and were very friendly. Swexmxsmsmxtoxhm Relationship among the members seemed
to be wost congenial.

Eresent housing:

The Sanadas have been living in their two-room px apartuent for the past
month or ;o. There is no bath or refigerator. The mtntq;:: in the ki only
bedroom, while the daughter elepps on the coush in the living room-kitchen obie

nation. They are Orighton residents who have recently moved to Denver for the winter.
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EPregent Ngueings
Perishable food are stored in the neighbor's (Japanese) refigerator. There is

no sink, comeequently water has to be brought inte the room in xX pots and pane.
Prom vetious aspects the family's housing is far from adequate. However, the
fanl}y doesn't seem to Zmm be too perturbed over it.
Background:

Prior to the war the family lived andfarmed in Compton, Califernia. They
operated mn farm on a carh rent basis, raising strawberrise. They own
no prtl:party in California a2t preeent. Prior to living in Compton they livdd
and farmed in Mresne, Nalifornia.

They voluntarily evacuated Oalifernia in early 1942 and settled in

Brighton, where the famlly operated & small farm. They have been farming

for the mmk past four years nove

During the summer monthe the family fxxm operate their small farm in
Arighton. They grow onion, eabbage, and other general farm srops and have
a small poultry hnidc: Their farming provides them an ineome which is
sufficient to medt all their nseds plus a 1ittle more.

ihout four ﬂ ago they loeked their farm house, deelared the farming
seagon over, and eame to Dgnver %o ‘nn and work. -

A1l three mombers of the presant household are 'lol;un; or about %to
worke. Both mother and daughter are employed by the Denver Sottling Coupany,
which manufactures and bottles “ketehup". Whe father iYERpEEBuy tobegin
working at & drug store in a week. Vhen Mr. Horie inquired as to the nmature
of hie work et the drug store, Mr. Sanada smilingly replied “porter". \Vhen
Horie protested that there was mo "porter" working in a drug store, lr.Sanada
laughingly confessed that it was a janitor's job. Horie kidded Sanada ﬂtw
end about begoming a janitor, and da advised that Sanada begin practicint sweeping
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_m veeel Private Work .. (.au\lmod)
and mopping the floors of the pn apartment.

Denver Bottling Cowpany:

Daughter, Yuki, informed that there are now about 15 Japanese working
at the Denver Bottling Company, mostly iseei women. She stated she hae been
working for about 3 weeke now, and the same is true of her mother. About
four weeke mgo, Yuki informed that no Japanese wax were working there, but
in & fev days all the caucssian workers who were working there formerly were
discharged and replaced by an ikk all-Japnese erew.

Both daughter and mother stated that they liked their work. Hother gete
about 231. per week, add the daughter possible more. Their employer isf very
nice.

ver ne (<) obhet

1t was learned that a number of Japanese mx are employdd by a large
bakery, which was believed to be the Puritan Shkery Company.

A number of nisel girle kme have been hired by the May Company, which
is still undergoing a union strike, recently and are engaged xm in the
drese alteration department.
letur 1if

The family ie very indifferent about returning to California at present.
They appear to be fairly happy here. They have no property to return to
in California. From all appearance %%t the family is doing Mmkk just as good
if not better here in Colorado at present, than they did in California prior
to the war.
lssel Reoreation:

Mr. Sanade) likes fishing immensely and goes on fishing trips with
Mre Horie add other lcsel friends quite frequemtly during the season. He
1ikes pool momewhat and #pends his leisure moments in town at the pool hall.



Pe &

“enver
Eveauee Fanily ! et 46
Visit with Sanada funy T« Yateushire

Daughter, Yuki, ie a Christian and stternds the Sxkfs California St.Methodist
Ghurch generdlly. She stated this a.m. she attendedthe Buddhist chureh due to
insistence of one of her girl friends.

It was not learnedwhat the parents' religlond 1s, but it seeme they are
neither etrong Christimne or strong Suddhiste. .

This family posee an interesting problem in that they live in two separate
communities suecessively in the year, farming in Brighten during the summer
and working end living in Deuver during the winter. However, they have a
number of friends in both communities,and from all indications the family
seums hﬂl”-. SEkxpxhaxe lost of their asgsccitione are with Japanese.

Fishing is the main reereation for iir.S. during the summer. He belongs to
a fishing clique which goes on weekend fishing trips during the summer quite
frequently. In the winter now he seems to be interssted in pool playing end
goes to the Larimer Fool hall with his lesel friaonde.
impreseions and gommente:

Mre 5. seeme to be 1nt.;:romd in getting into some good pdnto employment,
ae working for the government. He asked me if there was any ohance for an
iesei 11& him to get a job, say es a translator or interpreter. He seeme
%o be disinterested in continuing farming.

it is highly poseible that thie family may settle in Denver ecity permanently
and work in private film. #ith three of them working and no children, it seams
they can earn a sigable incoms, wkishxwkikxbs and the work in town wllh be much
easier than farm work.smd

re 8's married brother and family is resettled in ldaho and operating a
farm. He showed me pictures of his brother holding several huge trouts that
he had eceught in Idaho.

Mr. S. epakks a little Engleh and understands more. ipa.3. hardly speak
' or understand Egklish. Japanese is spoken’ in the funy.
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Mr. 8. Xobaymehi, 1seei who was my guide in Srighton just a few days
previously, was viesiting in Denver and called me over the phone to say that
he would 1ike to kmkmxwaxtm have me meet Mr. J. Kanegag, evacuee businsssmand
and a good friend of his. After spending abeut an hour trying to locate
Mre ¥« in the Laﬁnor distriet and his work ix plage, we finally drove over
his home. The X. home address is: 3900 Wyandott Street; phone GL 4861.
Ho one was home exsept Mps. Kanegaye. Before too long the rest of the
fawily came home, and s it was nearing dinner time we were asked to join
the family in dimner. The dinner wes completely Japanese, consisting of
mainly fried shrimp, fried fish, rewv fish, greens cocked in shoyu sauce,
piokled vegetables, "Rama-buko" (Rimk processed fish meat formed into an
ml shapewith the toxi colored red ).'riu and tea. I fte so much fish that
1 broke out in rash. I had a chanee to talk to M¥r. X., who was in and out
of the house constantly (mostly out), and the two daughtere at some length,
end briefly with Mre. ¥. The various chate I had took kx place im the whole
group, as well as privately with individual members of the family. The group
chat wasf interesting in that Mr. and Mre. Kanegaye and Mr. Kobayashi spoke
Jepanese exclusively, while lirs. Kobayashl, the two daughters and myself
spoke half-English half-Japaneee.
Pamily;

Father: 1ssei, about 64 years.
Mother: 4ssei, about 54 years.
Children: Daughter, Betty, hbout ” ears
Daughter, Dorothy, hbout yeare
Son, Jackie, about 20 years; Army serving in Japan. .
Mr. X. looks very old and impressed me ms the ungestioned authority in
the family, very much in the tradition of the Japanese family. lir. and iire.
K+ are very much attached to their children and talked a lot about their
son now serving in the Army as an cccupation trocp in Japan. In faot the whole

family smsmxpx seemed to be very proud of the fact that & member ie in the Arwed Forces
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Pamily: (CONTINUED) |

Like most of the Japanese families, the parents speak Japmnese ‘to each ard to
their children, but the children speak nglish to esch other and balf-English
and half-Japanese to their parents. From all indicatione the nlntitnihtp
emong the mm members of the family seemed to be very smmimkia enicable.
Housing:

The K.e are living in a very nice two-hedroom house, which ie located
in the better Japanese residential dl-triot-l They bought the house when they
firet sme came cut to Denver in 1943. They paid Ina-ﬂm\ 14,000 for the ;
house, which is probably worth twice that muech now with prices at their
highest. Some time mgo, Dorothy informed that they tried to buy a bigger
house in the neighborhood, but due to opposition from one of the csucasian
neighbores they were not able to do mo. At present with the son Jackie in
the Army and not living with the family, the present two-bedroom house seem
to £it their needa perfectly. There is a basement roow, whi.o:ru:.::od asg
‘& bedroom when necessary.

Baskground:

frior to the war, Mr. Kanegaye was a farmer for nany ycnn. in 3tockton,
California. [e was fairly successful. Not much was learned about his farm
recorde.
Eyseuation & Resettlement: .

The family was evacubted to the Rohwer cemter in 1942. About mid-1943
the faml)y left cmmp and resettled in Denver.
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After months of preparation, Mr. ¥anegaye finally eastablished the
Denver Brewing Company in November 1945. The firm manufactures Japamese
"wine" or sake. R® Realizing that it would be difficult for an lssei %o
get a liquor licenee, iir. K. selected 2 nisei fxam friend of his to become
the president of the firm, giving him a number of shares. Mr. K. designated
himeelf as an employee of the firm drawing & sslery which is much bigge: than
the nisei president. Daughter Dorothy ie also employed &xk at the firm
and owns a considerahble share of the businees. Dorothy informed that they
are quite concernmed about operating their business under this set-up. They
want to incorporate the business, as they think there are more advantageous
in &kiks a corporation in terms of income tax returne and business security.
There are now two gake mamnufecturing firms in Denver. The other is reported
to be a muchdf bigger outfit than Kanegayes.

From all indicatione Mr. K.is fwkwx meking a financial success out of
his business, mdd he will probably continue to do so for some time tylome.
Only when a number of mihkx sake wanufecturers wmme become esteblished and
provide stiff competition will Mr. K. face a downward trend in his business.
At prgunt his volume of business ie 1um-ind and it will probably continue
to do so for some time.

Daughter BSetty:

For the past two years Betty hae been employd at,the Harfner Produce Co.
a8 a secretary. Hers is a year-round/ job for when the produce firm closes
down in the winter, she transfers to the Hartner seed company. 0$he seemsxk
to enjoy her work. sShe is apparently a competent secretary, having completed
a businees college prior to evacuation. She informed that two yeare ago, there
were hundreds of nisei employed by the various produce firme, although she
couldn't estimate the number. This year the number of nisei produce workers
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Mter Betty: - : 2

was very small, as sc many of them quit end left for California. She sthted
she thought Hartner was the blggest produce operator. Mglt of the produece.
workers are men, usually young single men, with women hired for office work.
She is very please with the attitude of her employ er.

Daughter Dorothy: “

As stated pr"iouol‘y;g: now working at W dad's Srewing Company. Ghe
is'being groomed by her dad to own the majority of the shares when their firm
is inecorporated. Am & year or =c g& 8gc, she graduated from a m in
XEixkipunx Minneapolis. She majored imonomica and biology. Gche stated
last summer she took & course in sociology at the/ Demver U. At preeent she
ie aecting as ‘tho treaagurer of the company. Both she and Betty visited Japan
for about & year prior to the war. 35he speaks beautiful Epglish end indicates
that she has had college education, 28 in contrast to her sieter who had only
businees college training.

Heturn to Oalffornia:
The whole family seems to be opposed to returning to California at presemt

or im the future. They fell that economically Deaver is = much better to be
in at present than California. They feel there is nothing they can return
to in California, except a critical housing shortage and ‘ﬂlqtivCIy high cost
of living, 3x plus high prices for everything.
Lssed and Nisel: |

Mr. K« sincerely believes like other issel I'ye met that the age of the
issel is amwax about over and that the nisei must now take the lead in most
everything. Jr. K.believes thattthe nisei muet get into business or professions
which will cater to the caucasian publiec and not exclusively to the Japanese.
Ill! believes shat in the WRA dispersal policy and that the future of the nisei

ul.:.:a much brighter if they didn't ocongregate as they did in California prior
to War.
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Iesei and Hieel: (continued)

: Both he and ¥Mp. EKobayashi epcke veyy highly of the 388 performance of the

rigei ermy units, 100th 3n. and the 442né Reg. He stated:
"At first issei and nisei in camp objeccted strenucusly to the forma=
tion of mm a segregated nisel army unit. But because they formed
such & eegregated unit the record cf the nisei soldiers besame known.
Just think, if they had scattered bhe nisei soldiers throughout the
various caucasian army units, no one would know about the achievements
of the nisei today. I'm sure grateful to the 100th Bn, which was the
first nisei unit and which wae mdde up of Hawalian-nisei. It wagdue
to the 100th that the 442nd was formed.
If it wersn't for the 100tk aud the 442nd our resettlement in Denver
and elsewhere wouldn't hmve been as easy."

Both Mr. K. and Mr. Kobayashi are very 'proud of the nisei soldiers. This ie

certainly contrary to the attitude among the evacuees, issei, kibei and nisei,

in camp during the mx® early part of the war, when there was great opposition

to kxin having the nisei voluntesr or inducted in the army. Of course, the

" opposition was largely due to their bitterness over the evacuation and the

confinement in camps.

Remaining Evacuee Population in Colorados

Saghiir. K. folt that most of the evacuees now residing in Denver and

Colorado will eomtinue to live here permmnently, instead of returning to

the West Coast. He felt that the ewacuses in ganeral are making a good
economic and social adjustment %m here in Colorado. He felt those who were
desirous of returning to California have already loﬁ. and those remaining

are either plamning to stay here permanently or are indifferent about returning.
Hr. Kobayashi m#..cd that 70% of the evecuees who lived in Colorado have left,

bulk of the
and that the/remaining 307 will probably remein here.
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JACL:

Talking to the two daughters the subjeet of JACL came up. Dorothy in-
formed that there was considerable opposition to JACL in Denver. SHe stated
onge assisted in & membership drive and so many people toldkx her that they
were opposed to the JACL. Both Betty and Dorothy are JACL supportere, but
are not too uuﬁ in the organization.

Nisei Recreation:

The two girls informed that the niesei wamk participate in various recrea-
tion as baseball, basketball, bowling, skating, daneing at the YWOA, and
general recreation at the YMCA. Also they added a numberg of the nisei gambled
at the Cathay Post.
lmpression of Evacuee by Caucasian public:

Betty told an imteresting story of an incident that occurred while they
were in Rohwer center, Arkansas. Many of the -ma::q;:zihd the nearby
hick town xmi quite frequently and sheppad usually bought huge quantities
of various merchasidise. Betty stated that mm one day, a Caucasian woman
resident of the nearby town asked her, "Is it true that all the Japaness’
are millionmaires?” Betty laughed at thie as the town had probably never
seen business activity as great when the evauees came to town.

This is interesting in that Mre. John Horie reldted to me about the
same story. mf% me while I was visiting her a few days previously
that about 3 years ago, during the war, an evacuee farmer paid §15,000

in Brighton
cash for the purchase of & good size farm and house/that wae owned by a
Caucasian. Mrs. Horie stated the whole town soon began talking about this

huge transaction, and thought that the evacuees were "millionnaires®.
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Wrs. S. Kobayeshi wae vieiting Denver with her husband who had & dental
appointuent in town and I had an ocomsion to talk to her. There is a long
report on the Kobayashi family, evacuee family now living in idprighton, so
her background will be eliminated in this peport. She is legally an iesed,
- having been born in Japan, but in every other respect mm she appears to be
@ nisei. Ghe oan be claseed a "Yobl-yose", which is hndfnvonﬁ bora in
Japan, therefore an iseei, who came to U.3. at a very early eage and received
some American educetion. One of the things lira. kohqyuht astated, 1 felt,
wae important to hmve a record of. Ghe stated her ideas on evacuation voluntarily.

"I feel that the evacuation had some good poinmte. It broke up the

tight Jepanese community on the West Coaet. It made them throughout

the Country. The Japanese got to see the rest of the country, beslde

California, and America got to know the Japaneee.. ..

"It also made the nisei more independent. BSefore the war the nisei

wasn't too concerned avout advaneing himeelf egonomically. Many of

the nisei college grads in eleetrical engineering or some other

profession took jobs as fruit stand elerks upon their graduatiom.

The Japanese were living off each other. The nisei resigned them=-

selves to the fact that they coulldn't get good jobBeessess

"Now, the nisei mmd in the East and elsewhe:e are in professions and
jobe whieh they previously thought were imposeible to secure."
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Tonight, between 7 and 10:30 p.m,, Mr, and Nrs, Umezawa ,

owners and operators of the Manchu Grill on Larimer St., gave a

blg party for a number of nisel and caucasian leadcrs in the

community. Invited and sttending were 16 whites (1ineluding a

!
woman married to an issei, Mps. Paul Osumi), 1. nisei, and

2 igsel, and one Chinese-American. In all there were sbout 33

people,

The names of the people are listed, as some RRfx important

people in the communitys

19,

22,
23,

24,
25.
26.
27.
28,

Mr, Jack Foster, editor of the Rocky Mt, News.

Mr. Hobert Fenwick, staff editor of Denver FPost,

Senator Arthur J, Brooks, Jr.,, State Senator

Mrs, Brooks.

Mr, L, T. Boyer, cattle rancher

¥Mps, L, T. Boyer

Mr., John Boyer, cattle rancher

iips. John Boyer

Miss Louise kgans, exec-sec. of Denver Unity Counell

¥r, Gifford Phillips, publisher

Mr. Willighansen, with Veterans Adm., formerly with
WRA in Amache.

lps, Willisiansen

¥r. George Davis, of North Carolina, now a law student

at Denver U.

¥r, J. Chalmer Ewing, influential Denver realtor, elso
with Republican Sgate Committee,

Mrs, Jo Chelmer mn.s

¥r. "Bike" Umezawa, owner-operator of Manchu Grill, host.

Mrs, Amy Umezawa, hostess

Mr. ¥Yin Yesvi, JACL

Mr, Paul Osumi, native issei, jeweler-restaurantemr,

wnofficial "mayor" of Larimer Japanese town,

Mrs. Paul Osumi, caucasian,

Dr. K. F. ¥iyamoto, native 1ssei, dentist, Influential issei.

Mr, Taki Domoto, Jr., formerly operator of big export-import
firm on West Coast; currently retired; nisei,

Mrs., George Furuta, wife of big businessman in Denver, nisei.

evacuee from Cglifornie,

kr, George Kanegaye, evacuee, veteran,

¥r. Hank Tsuchlya, evacuee, veteran with Cathay Fost.

¥r. William Chinn, Chinese-American, commander Cathay Post,

Mr, Tom Iwahashi, nisei.

Mrs, Frank Torizawa, nisei, wife of owner of Granada Fish Mkt,
evagcuee,
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29, Mr. Saburo Tani, kibei, commereial artist, evacuee
30, ¥rs, Merijane Yokoe, nisel evacuee, wlth Vodern Foods
31, ¥r, Bill Hosakawa, nisei evacuee, with Denver Post.
32. ¥r. Tosh 10 Ando, nisel evacuee, lawyer,

33, Mr, Toshlo Yatsushiro, nisel traveller«=--%777%%

Purpose of the Get-Together:

Very few of the nisei attending the perty knew exactly what
the purpose afxkh wes, as I noticed a number of them asking %hm
each other the queation gs +ell a= the host and hostesg, Actually
it had two purpose: 1) establishing friendly relationskm between
the Japanesd and the Caucasian ecommunity; end 2) Publielzing
Manechu Grill. The first was probably more important than the
latter. Over a week or so ago I overheard "Blke" Umezeawa and
¥in Yasul talking about the dAnner.

#ith regard to publiecity, it was an sttempt to publici:ze
the Japanese as well as the Manchu Grill, ®re Umezawas have been
very concernec about their business future here in Denver., On
innumerable occasions they have talked about el osing up business
in Denver mnd leaving for Los Angeles, as they sense that the
Japanese population in the ¢ity,mkxkx espeeially in the Larimer
District, will not bemain in any significant number for very
long.

General Comment:

Xm It was a really big party with all the var om Chinese
dishes, drinks galore, coffe, soda pops, ice cream, and even
eigars, The nisei and the Caucasians scattered themselves about
so that eachgot to know the other. In general the party was a

big success as far as"selling"the "Japanese" to the Caucasian

leaders present,
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General Comment:
Everyone, esprelally the Caucasians seeme”? to have enjoved the

party immensely. Aside from a few wobbly legs following the
perty, the whole affair went along very orderly and in sf coginial
atomosphere.

I got to meet with practically everyone present, A few

of them are interesting enough to write s brief note on.

Denver Fost:

Mr. Robert "Red" Fenwiek, Rocky ut., section editor of the
Denver Post, sat next to me for most part of the evening, He was
eating gluttonously and drinking merrily and having one grand time.
¥mxikmg In between all this he was talking and kidding people around
the table. There were brief moments when I caught him fairly
sober andxkm® learned some interesting facts about the Post and
other things. He stated:

“You know i've been with the Denver Post for five years

now, I uses to live in Wyoming. That's my home state,
During the mmxXy war my boss at the Pgst used to ask me
quite frequently to write some dirty story about the'Jeps'
in town, Hell, each time I dildn't know what to write about
80 1 used to go see Takl Domoto over there (pointing to himf
and he used to tell me 'Oh, just write about anything.'
‘Well, I guess you've noticed the big change thst tas

eome about in the Denver Post, You see the owner of the
paper (a lrs. somebody) is really a niece person, God,

there are two Japanese fellows now working on our staff.
There is one of them over there (pointing to P111 Hosakawa).
He 1a the one that edits the stuff we write,

"You know, Japan ean do a lot more for the Asistiec nations
than America ean, I don't know why the hell we're out
there in the kast,

"I visited the Minidoka (relocation) camp in Idaho during
the war and I don't how the hell anyone can call that
'pampering of the Japanese by the government',
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Denver FPos t: (continued)

"You know, a meeting like thia actually does more toward

estaeblishing understanding am bmong different peoples

and peace than can the United Nations. You know, when

you sit down with people, eat with them, anf drink with

them, and talk with them, you get to know the other

P rson much better." -

of

There has been a definite change/fmattitude in Nr. Fenwiek,
from one of hostility to the Japanese in U,8, during the war
to one of better understanding and friendliness. There is 2 bit
of "riding with the tide" trait in Fenwick, that is during the
war with hysteria agalnst people of enemy countries at 1ts height
he was engulfed in the mass , but withthe war now over/he seem
to feel that there is no particular need for holding war time
grudges.

There Wwas, now doubt, a good deal of appeasement in Fenwickés
expressed attitude. He probably typifies a good segment of the

larger comminity in his changed sattitude.
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Osthay \mericmn Legion Post:

et MNr. Bill Obin, commander of Cathay Post, as well as Ssm Hank Teuohiym,
also of the Qathay Post. Chin is a rather young good=looking Chinese~imeriocan
of about 20 years. FHe informed thAt at the end of 1945 the Post had a
memberehip of over 100 nisei and Chinese-Americms, mostly nieei. Ag of Junme,
1946, they had & membership of about 50, Chin informed. The drop was largely
due to nisei lemting Denwer for clsewhere.

The Oathay Pest is eeriously plamning on purchesing their own property
t'ud building where they can meet and stage various activities. Their present

the lease
bullding is bdeing leased to them, and f¥ expires in a year or so.

Hised Veterms Organizstion of America:

Het briefly with !r. George Kanegai, niséi ex-GI, who is about 30 years
of age or so. He ie married, and ie an evecuee from Oalifornia, 1 beldeve.
He is very closely allied with the Oathay Post members, and is probably a
member of the Fost. He told me that he is planning to organize all the nisei

out America
veterans/in one organisation. Ns Time didn't permit me to probe him a little
deeper on this subject.

Spekking to Min Yasui following the #ffair regarding Kanmegai's plan for
& nisei organization, Yasui stated that he thought that Xanekai wae probably

talking"through his hat", and that hie plan will not materialize.
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Former VA offieisl:

Mr. and ire. ¥illis Hansen, forusr WAA and Amache center administretion
man, were present. lir. Hansen at the outeet of the party was introdused to
me, and when I told him my mission in Oolorado, he stated he wae deeply in-
terested and that he had dome a lot of work it in Amsghe. FHe invited me %o
vieit him at his hose.

Following the avening's pebty, ir. Haneen invited a number of nisei
to his home and 1 tagged along. MNr. Hansen is at present working for the
Veterans Administration. He lives at 3237 Aleott Street; phonme GR 6767.
Office phomes KE 4151, aktension 51.

Mr. Ueorge Kanegae mid wife, Hank Tsuchiys, mmi another nisei veteranm,
and Mr. and Mre.Paul Osumi,

/plus myself were the guests. Most of the evening was spent with the three
nisei yeterane tdlling of their war and combat experienses. iir. Hansen
had a little too mush to drink and before we left the home, he had already
gone to bed. The same thing was true of lir. Faul Osumi, who with his wife
left early.
Hre and Mrs. fansen were very friendly, espeeially because of their
previcus experience at Amagche eenter. .
After we left the Haneen hofe,xmit Hank Teuehiya related that lHansen
sxkizd desoribed Senator Brooks a "hypoerite”, as Brooks wae outwardly very
friendly tothe nisei but inwardly was not so.
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Baul Ceumi:
Mr.and Mre. Paul Csumi sat across the table from me. Mr. Csumi 1e generally

regarded by the Japanese eommunity as the "sdlf-designAted Mayor of Japanese |
town". He is a short plumb issei of about 56 years or ﬁﬂ, and his appamrance
and actions are typiecal or-:;::::uuu. He operates a jewelry shop as well as
the Ichiyo Restaurant. Hie wife, who is a caucapian, aseiste him in the
jewelry shop which they have had for many years. 1 chatted for lr. Osumi
and overheard much of his conversation with Fenwick of the Demver Post. Mr. O.
speake both English and Japanese, but hie Fnglhkh is very brokin. He makes
no secret of the fact that he is the "dayor of Japanese town®. He proudly
rilated to Fenwick of his ecomnections with the FBI, the local polige dept,,
and the local court. Mpys. Osumi informed privately thAt her husband wm has
never been paid by any of the gov't mgencies, but that he has been called
a2 number of times to set as interpreter. But speaking to issei and nisei
An and ocut of town, the etory is that )ir. Osumi was -actually employed by
the FBI and other gov't agencies making investigations. in Yasul and others
reported that Mr. O. 1s a big racketeer with respect to court and police
cases involving Japanese. The report is that a&n ties with the police
dept. and court persits him to get any Japanese released from arreest. He
then turne arcund and eolleots a certain fee from the released Japanese, and
this fee he splite with the police or court. It le also reported that he has
some connegtion with the Cathay Post gmmbling house. le proudly admits that
whansver the police dept. Il;f.ltl any Japanese, they immediately calls him
up and he attempts to segcure the release of the Japanese.

Mre. John lHorie and other iesei have reported to me that Mr. Osumi ie.
the most "erocked" jeweler. Mr. Horie stated a few years ago he brought hie
wateh to Osumi to have it repaired, but that Osuml never repaired it or re-
turned it to Mun‘or-’onu of a year, although he had ingukxsd jene to
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Paul Osumis (continued)
obtain it & number of times. In disgust, Mr.Horie stated he simply gave up

tryhng to get his watch. He thought that Oswsi had sold his wateh to scme
customer. Horie reported that the ssme thing happened to & number of his
issel friends.

Osumi proudly boasted to Femwick that he has been living in Denver for
the past 43 years now. He claime that he is the oldest living Jepanese in
town, that is having resided in Denver continucusly.

He 18 yery friendly, but he impressed me as one who is trying to make
. bimeelf look important in the Japanese community. 1% is not believed that
he is too popular among the Japanese.

mwtmmmawtm-umuu

"1'm a gonna make a party too. 1 wanma invite all the people to
my restaurant one night for a big party? :

e began giving out to as many people ms possible his call card, and
took down names and dddressee of as many people.
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Only gbrief chat was had with Goro Sakeaguchi, a native nisei
of about 26 years of age, as he was with friends. H&axkx He md
his family have been farming in Brighton for many years now,
Farming in Brighton:

Goro felt quite happy and stated that this was because they
had just ecompleted harvesting their sugar beets, which means the
end of the farming season fax this year for them, He also stated,
"Some of the other farmers, mainly evacuees, have just begun to
harvest their sugar beets; I sure feel sorrow for them,"

Goro stated that sugar beets market has been very good this
year with the price at its highest, $13.00 per ton.

Brighton's Young lMen's Association:

It was learned that Goro's brother, Kay, was the Xmxkxprestdent
of the Y.M.A. of Brighion until the outbreak of the war, when the
organization became inactive. The Y,M.,A. 1s strictly a nisei
organi ation and 1s a counterpart to the Japanese Assoeciation which
is mainly an issel organization that existed actively in California
as well as Colorado. I attempted to get some data on the Y.M.A.
of Brighton but Goro stated that he didn't know mueh about 1t,
saying his brother was very active. He did say that the organizatin
was very active prior to the war, They sponsored dances, parties,
and other activities. From what ecould be gathered it was largely
a soeial club.

2;0 between Brighton and ver:

Beside Goro there were many other nisei from Brighton, as well
as Littleton and other nearby farm areas. X&xkzxxm To viesit Denver
espeeially on an occasion like this is a common occurrence for the

RRaxkx Japanese farmers farming nearby Denver.
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Vot iise Annie M$m, whom I had met bRlefly befors and wrote a
report on, at the YWOA danee tonight. She 1s a single nisei of a years.
She and her family, which coneiets of her wother and a sister, live here il
Denver. Prior to svacuation they nn{ in the Sacramento Valley regiom.

1 believe she stated she and her fanily evacuated to/::::m.h center.
(Other data on her background is found in a rgport m.tun earlier.)
Cocuphtion:

For the past year or so she ham and her sister have been nﬁiu £8 X
housemaida. It is not known what she earns, but it is believed to be between
$50. ad §100. Amne has been fairly happy in her housemaid job, byt she hes
been looking for some ,othcr kind of private employment. 35he informed thét
beginning next week she is going to work for Dr. Miyeameto, a native issel
dentist of Denwer. ohe ptatedhx hﬂf job will be as secfetary-receptioniet.
She is quite thrilled about taking on thies new job. She bashfully stated,

%1 don't know whet kind of & receptionist 1'll mkke, probsbly a poor cme."
ghe sleo informed that her sister ie planning to quit her job ae

e domeetiec, and thet she might §o to eschool or accept some other kind of

work.

Although the domestic work pays very wéll now, about four or five
times more than the pre~war wage, as well as provide the nisei with room
and board, it does have definite drawbacke, especially for the young
marriageable age nisei girlss It does not provide the young nisei girl much
chanoe tc associbte with nisei fellowe, as they live and work in the pure
white residential distriet which is Sx "tabu" to the Jepanese. That is the
reason eo -w of the girle who attend the dances are housemaide, as it ls
the only time they really have a chance to mingle with nisei fellows ms well

- especially thoee of marriageable age,
ss nisei girle. The girls feel/that the longer they seclude themselves from

nisei fellows the “ will thejr prospects for marriage be. lquhny.
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Qocupation: (comtimued)

thenisei girle who are 24 or 25 years or over are very much concerned about
their marriage prospects. Like all women they feel that if they don't get
married soon, t.hcy'n';o’/::.o‘old for marriage, and they fear the possibility
of begoming an"old maid."

It 1s not believed thet Annie will earn very much more than she is at
present as a housemaid. lHowever, she feels that the job iteelf ie an advance~
ment. Furthermore, the new job will give her a chance to mmzk ulothﬂ‘vnh
Japanese, and amk chmuoe to meet nigei.fxk It seems that she feels much
happier working among Japenese than among caucasiane oxclusively. Coneidering
the faet that she now has to pay for her own room and board is overlooked by
Anns.

"General comment:

From all indications it semms that Anne and her family is planning on
staying in Denver indefinitely. She does not seem anxious to return to
California. For one thing she mid her family have nothing to return to.

She informed that her bosom friemd, Mary Hamahoshi, who left Denver to go

to &.n Franciseo a few weeks ago, wrote her and stated "she missed Denver um7
much? She and her family have been undergeing an adjustment period in

Denver, but it appears that they have been sble to solve their various
'proﬂ.- rather satisfactorily. GShe seems to be rather happy in Denver.
Peeking ¥hrough the "winchell keyhole" it looks like Anne and wmy good friend
Herry Kohama are little better than mere frimids. "Dan mpi_.d, where art thour®
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utmummitmmmum. She was hugkn being
. esgorted by Mr. Hideo Murata, & native ﬂooi I had met in Brighton about a
week ago.

Marion is a niseil evacuee of about 24 yeare of age. She hes been working
as a “domestic" for the past year t;r #o. GShe etated she has been receiving
$60. per months &he rather enjoyed her work. For ome thing she stated it
not only geve her an ingome, but it provided her plase to ixxpix live as well
as board. cnmqun:;tly what she earned was clear pfofit.

 @he informed that she 1e quiting her work end leaving Denver famx to
join her parents who are now living in Vhittier, Celifornia. Ghe stated she
has been trying along with her employer to find a nisei girl to replace her
at her pleee of work, but to date she hae been unsuccessful. They tried
getting a nieed girl through the Yamato Service Bureau, but the l4tter stated
that they can never locste a girl who will scoept the job for §80. per month,
as most of the nisei girls are now asking $100. to $§125. per wmotbh. Marion's
employer stated that she is umable to pay more then $80. per month. Harion's
mle employsr &m cperates a private interior decorating firm.

Harion informed thet her pmsx psrents are in the floral bueiness in
shittier. 1 believe it inoludes greechouss work ks tlu; She stated that
they are deing very well out there in their business. The family thinke very
highly of Whittier, as the people have been very nice. Ghe is looking forward
with eggernese to returning to California and joining her pmsente. Ihe ie
the only one in the family in Denver a@ present.
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After spending some time at the JACL-NWAA carnival, I went over to the
IWCA and witnessed the nisei Thursday Night Danee Group.from hbout 11 to .
12 pems The dance was well attended, with many of the nisei pouring in fru.
the carnival. 1 estimeated that there were close to 500 people, with the
usual ratio of 2 boys to every girl. The usual fbgro orchestra furnished
the music. There were & number of nisei farmers from the nearby farm aress,
especially Srighton. |
I met a number of people 1 knew and talked to a number of strangers.
Separate report will be mdde of few of the individusls I takkéd to.
In generdl the dance n; very orderly, and it seemed th&t everyone
enjoyed himself. |
Zoot Suiters:
n}- zoot suiters seem to be inevitable at these dances. There were

only few however, and they behaved themselves quite well. One leading
zoot suiter was thrown outg of the hall by Mies Arline Brauer, group
advieor, but this was because he had failed to pgy the 40 cente admiseion.
Apparently he padid his aduiseion as he ni seen back in the hall daneing
very prominently.

The zoot suit fad seem to be wearing off, &m but the fad now among
the young nisei seeme to be wearing loud lumberjack shirts smi dangling
outeide the trousers and bluegmx jeans rolled up high at the cuff. A good
mumber of the nisei were seen dressed in this fashion ad thie dance. This
fad h;pmhr national fad among college women, as it has been given much
publicity in the Life magasine add other fashion and college magasines.
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Hew Olothing Regulation: ;
Begimning from the next dance, two Thuredays hemee, it was announced to .

the group by Advieor Mise Brauer that blue jeans rolled up at the cuff lal

shirt tail dagkling outeide the trousers will be strictly prohibited. There

were some other minor regulations regarding proper attire at the dancee.

These regulations ere probably for the bsst as otherwise the dances will tend

%o become rfuwdy and spoil the evening for those nisel who are out to have

some nice clean fun. This is quite & drastic mp' for Mies Breusr to take

as she told me some time ago, that ehe was opposed to miking strict elothing

regulations.

ditter-bugging:

About svery third dance or so was a jitter~bug mumber. When strietly
Jitter<bug mu:;; playedxkaxdXy only about a hAPf a dozen partners were
seen daneings They were all polished jitter-bug damacers, and the orowd
simply watohed them. It seemed to mo that jitter-bug numbers should hewe
been ut down to & minimum, as most of the nisel sirply won't dance.

General Comment:

The Thursday night dancef still seems to be very popular among the
nisel. The main reason is that it ie the only regularly u.upl danoe to
which the nisei can go and enjoy himeelf. lere they seem to feel at east
mainly beosuse they are among fellow nisei. To many of the Denver nisei and
especially the rural nisei the dance ie something they look forward to.

The nisei on the farms work on the farm day to day and hardly gete a chance
to see very many nisei, and the dance gives themg a chance to meet with nisei
from Denver and other areas, some friends and others new feces. For ome thing
the denge is Mulfilling a read need of the nisei for some form of clean

recroation.
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1 had a brief chat with George 01, an ex-GI and a nisei of
about 25 years. He is a good friend of Harry Kohama, a nisei friend
who was with me at that time.

George informed that his famlly, parents and brothers mdd sisters,
were all in Washington State at present; I guess he said farming.

GOOrge’!! married recently, following his discharge fromthe
army., He stated his wife is now in the hospltal, and the dottors
suspects she has apendieitis.

At present he 1s working at the Hartner's Produce Company,
deing packing and preparing vegetables for shipment out of state.
He is not at all interested 1q60nt1nu1ng his present work, and is
doing it mainly because it kxxmuxkmsmmmx provides him wlth an income.
He is deeply interested in going into business him elf, He
talked of the possibility of going into the trueking business,
trueking farm crops from Colorade to Los Angeles, He feels thare
is good prospect of undertaking such a business, THe stated he has
written his brothers in Washington state to eome out to Colorado
and begin organizing suech a business, He thought one of two of
his brothers could be statimed in Los Angeles and he could manage
the Colorado end of the business., Whenever there is a demand for

in Los Angeles,

certain farm crops/ his brother mmxk# there could phm e him and
fotify him of such demand, and he or one of his other brothers could
Haul the desired farm crop from Colorado to L.A.

George is a very friendly chap and he appearee very optimistiec

about his economic future.
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The JACL and NWAA (Nisei Women'sAthletie Assoeciation) spon® red
a two-night carnival which was held at the People's Tabernacle
located =t 20th and Lawrence Streets on October 3lst and November 1lat.
I attended both nights. There were probably about 400 people the
first and 600 the second night, for a total attendance of about
1,000, The crowd was overwhelmingly nisei with young children and
adults.

The recreational hall of the Tabernacle was rented for $100.
for this purpose.

The ecarnival had the usual variety of concessions and games,
as milk bottlémx baseball game, bingo, dart throwing, string
pulling game, penny throwing game, queen contest, raffle, door
prizes, cake auctioning, lel selling, soda pop, doughnut, and other
food concessions.

Bingo was probably the most popular games as good prizes were
given away,.

The raffle (50 eents per ticket) was one of the mein attrac-
tions with expensive prises, as radlo-phonograph eombination,

Roger Silver ‘et, and electriec clocks. The raffle took place
the last night as the c¢limax of the whole carnival.

Door prize raffled (1C eents per ticket) was conducted both
nights and proved to be rather popular with fairly good prizes
glven away.

The queen sontest was another main attraction with £R#¥ girls
from the NWAA and ii‘! girls from the JACL competing. The voting
for the queen was on the basis of penny a point, Buge pictures

of the contestants were pinned on the wall with a slot box beneagh
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each plecture. People deposited as much money for their favorites.
lpss Marijene Yokoe was crowned JACL queen and Miss Masaka Murata
the NWAA queen,

Aside from the raffle prizes, all the priges were donations
from the various Jespanese businessman in Denver. The prizes were
mainly household goods and groceries,

The finm ces have been figured out as yet, but it is believed
that about §700 to {800 profit was realized, possibly less,
Bntertainment Need:

The carnival was largely a money-making proposition for ‘he
JACL and NWAA, but 1t provide~ some fun and entertainment for the
nisei ineluding echildren. A number of parents were gpesent with
their young children,

It was lesrned that this was the third carnival staged by
the nisel inthe axk past year and a half, The NWAA sponsored one
late last year. The California st. Methodist Chureh sponsored
another early this year.

NWAA-JACL:

There was much complaint against the JACL by the NWAA members,
as it was charged that the NWAA were putting up most of the booths
and doing most of the work, while the JACL members were doing very
little, It is partlially true, as very few JACL members came to
piteh in withthe staging of the carnival, zAxxktrx¥mxmk As a matter
of fact I was dragged out of the offiece (JACL) to help build a
JACL booth all Briddy afternoon and operate it by myself all Friday
night. (I did this rather reluctantly mainly because I was busy,
but due to the insistence of kin Yasui and Tosh Ando I consented

feeling that it was in part compensation for the use of the JACL office.)
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NWAA-JACL:

The lack of sufficient numbers of JACL members coming to mamppaxk
assist in the staging ofthe earnival seems to only verify the
complaint made often by Min Yasui that there 1s a definite lack
of interest and cooperation among JACL pembers, Although this
is quite true, it xx also appears that there is poor organization
among the JACL members, A few are doing everything, while the
mass is idle, There geems to be too much reliance on people who
are of the upper economiec and soclal strata, who have little time
¥uech of the
to devote to the various JACL sectivities. /Besponsibilities end
organizational work ought to be delegated to these who are of the
lower economic and soeial strata. They may be young and inexperience
but unless Xkmyxaem their interest and cooperation are solicitated
the JACL will become an organization for the "soelal eletes", as
the charge is often heard. In many ways it has been necessary for
the JACL to work with snd gain the support of the niseimk who are
and socially of
economically/better off, as &y the organization obtains mueh/their
finaneial support fropthese people. However, if this}:ontinnod
the organization will never be able to expand its influence
among the nisei, and will only inerease nisei indifferencc and
even hostility toward the organilntlsg?/£=:£;t%ﬁ§.aga-old shx
eritieism that JACL is only for the "upper erust”,
General comment:
Although I wasn't able to eireulate among the mmxmxxmd people
fingurda Fridag night because I xax had to operate the bascball (JACL)
booth, &t I got to talk to a number of nisel on Thursday night,

Some of these brief chats will be reported individually.
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Had & brief chat with ex-GI Sat Yemamoto at the JaCL-NWAA
carnival tonight, Sat 1s a nlsei of about 27 years of age, FHe is
single, Ulis family formerly lived on the West Coast, but at present
they are living in Denver, Hewever, he doesn't live with the
family. He was recently discharged f omthe army, and has been
attending Denver U's law schoeol. He Informed that he has about
a year and a half to go before he gets his degree.

Asked what his plans for the future were he was very undecided.
He stated he would like to get connected with acaucasian law firm
after he finishes his law training. He thought this way he could
advance mueh faster. Also he thought km begcoming dependent on
Japanese trafe exclusively was not e althy for famm the future of
a nisel lawyer,

Sat was very disinterested in talking about his family or
about the famlly's background. He seemed to be quite separated
from his family as he is living away by himself, When I asked
where his family livee, he stated "Oh, all over town.,"

Sat %mxm appeared to be a very im elligent and ambitious
chap. Ye has a very pleasing appearance, and will probsbly do

well in the law business after he completes his schooling,
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Chat with an ex~GI " Te Yatsushiroe
| Had & cmeual chat with anf evacuee nisei farmer who has beon farming
in Brighton. He is a nisei of about 26 yearsof age, and is an ex8GI.
Prior %c the war he and his family lived and worked on a faryin Californie.
He informed thdt his family returned to California, and that he is the only
here in Colorade at present.

For the past year he and another nisei has been share-cropping a 25-aere
farm in Brighton. They put in 18 scres to sugar beets and the belence to
canteloupe and fev other crops. He stated that thsy have just harvested
their sugar heets and have completed thelr farming sesson. e stated this
year's sugar beet price has been very good the highest ever, §13. per ton.
He stated next it would be even Wetter with government & {1. more subsidy
to all suger beet farmers. lHe etated he wished he had grown more 'ura;o
of sugar beete for he could have made much more money. He stated that his
canteloupe wae ruined by the summer hail. Obberwise, he thought he could
have cloaned up, as price of canteloupe was rel&tively high early in the
sumser this year. He informed that his farm yielded 18 toneg of sugar beets
per aere, which he thought was very good for Colorado. Scme farmers got
even better per acre yield of sugar beets. He stated in Cdlifornia Ihx
an acre yielded ae high as 30 tone of augar beects, but that here 1n‘ Colorado
the average was much lower. He spoke about sugar contents, and informed
that his averaged a littls better than 15 points, w!:ni.dm is slightly below
the 162;}::&-:: which is neseseary to g:‘:;slj- per ton price.

He informed that Doizaki of Brighton will be among the 10 best sugar
beet farmers in the northern Golorade region for this year, and will eon-
sequently be invited to a epeeial banquet given by the Great vYestern Sugar
Company and given some kind of & reward. He etated that Doimakl produced
gome sugar best weighing 24 pounds, which he thought wae quite large. ke

stated hie farm ylelded some sugmr beet which was mmtthu 24 pounds.
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He informed that Doisaell won a cash prige of §10. for raisingthe biggest
sugar bect. He said he didu't know about the econtest and felt he could have
easily won it if ha had known aboui ite

iihen asked what farm sxperience he had in Oaliforaia, he stated merely
8¢ & farnix laborer. This is the firet time thet he actually oponﬁd a
farm by himself. Coneldering his age and his axperiekee it seome remariable
that he Les been able to operate the farm rather succesefully and also that
he knows so much about farming. e thought farming was relatively simple,
thet ome ouly needed some equipment. | lie made ferming rather attractive as
an occupation.

Edyoationd interosty
He definitely wents to quit farming es he is imberested im emwrclling

et pome eollege. He inguired mbout school prospecte in the Eabt. He la
enxious to get into a well-known big school. He is not sure what he wants
to major in. Ae an ex~GI he will take full advattage of his educationdl
privilsges.
.Seciel idjuetment:

Not wuech wee learned about his sceidl life. It is know, howevey, that
he spends a good deal of his leisure time at the 3Jilver lollar where a
ausber of hio alsel friends ere.
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JAPANESE BUSINESSES: Lenver, Colo
From "Colorade ...Businsss Directory, 1946" T. Yatsushiro

The following breakdown on the mumber and kind of businees operated by
Japaneec in Denvere: city is taken from the "Oclorade Nihénjin Denwache and
Business Directory,1946". A few of the business listed in the direstory heve

gone out of businesexk since the directory was published, but also true is that
The newspaper ads were scanned and the wewd ones hmve been added.
a fow newd cnes have been established./ A number of nou~Japancse businessss are

listed are these have been eliminated for this breakdown. The statistics are
believed to be st least 90% accurate. Just counting the busineesesf and
establishmente listed in thedireetory, the numbsr totals 296. However, these
ineluded the Buddhist and Christian Churches, JACL, as couple of caucasian
operated mortuaries, WRA, and few axkmx caucasian operated buoinemgu well
those businesses that have quit. These will he elimited for this breakdown.

Type of Susiness or Profsssion Tuaber

Amut. e
Auto Scl"l“ L I A o
Bms -...‘...-.‘I.--........I.‘..-..-.-..'.
M mm AR A A R E R R T
Carpsnters & Paper HAngZers scescecssoncssnsess
Clothes Glllnlr- Ssssestssssbasessseasansasnne
mnti't. N R .
Dressmakere e e I InImmmM ™
Druggiﬂ‘. L T R R I I I I ™™
Fish Markets sscevsccvecesscccsccosssssncobsce
Fruit & v.s‘“hle Markote eccevvcsnssrrvavsone
Grocery SEOTO8 s-scsscsssosssssvsscsnssssscses
HERTauare BROTOS scsescovssccssassnssssasssatos
House Mu L Y YR S
Ml. -..............l...-.............-.....
Insurance AFENLA sssssncssecsssssssscsssnssane
Jml.r' Y R R R R e
Sweet Shops (Min) Sesssssessessssassesnans
Laundrics SessAsIIsRER I T ORRERERARR AR R ERRREE S
wn T T T T T R Y R R R I
MRSBUURE 260000000000 s0s000estaeessesssosens s

Mail Orders & (Of 5, 3 are listed in other
“M‘.o) esesesvosevenssssnnsne
MOMIIASES ccscoscnsssssesserenssstosssssns
Includes: Floriats ccccevvssvcs 2
1‘11" sassrmasmeBEEw 1
31‘! m ecsvessnsas 1 MM m /
m (AR R R R R R LN 1 -
GAFt ShOP seesscccees 1 hroe - 3

Storgge Coe sssvsnses 1
Express 00s esecevese 1
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®

- -
O N O L B OO
U
—
-
L

(t)

n MNNNO\‘O&NW

—
¥

(1)



Ps B
6 Wov 46
JAPANE3E B5USILiw.c8ES Derwer, Colo
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Type of Businecse or Profeesion

. §

Mq (r) ...-.-C-.........-.'.‘....'ﬁ‘..'

m AessssEcseNCROBOsRSEDS

NUrSeries eecescscenscocrseccvnsncrrananes
mﬂ ‘maooooooaonootco.‘.n'
dem and Surgaans Sesdssssssseunasne
Piano 3tudios eccssesvsscsascccsnnsssnssasns
Pool Halle sccsssvccccsssonsnassnsrasnasnss
Radio 3ervioe ecccccscevcscosssncrsvsnvnons
RestAaurants eccesscocascvncnsssrssasssannes
Sﬂiu S0h00lE ssessssscensseasssssnensnanse
Seed Dietributors eecccvncsvncsccassesccns
S56rvice BUr€aul c.sccaccsovssanscseninssens
3hose m" T T T YT
Manufacturers & Wholesale Distributors ...
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