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Interview with Gorlty f» Kawasaki 

Chicago Resettlers1 Comaittee 

Corky f , Kawasaki la executive director of the 

Chicago Resettler»* Committee and as such is a key person 

in making oontaots with membersof Japanese American organizations. 

He .la Hiseit in his late thirti s or early forties, is 

ma***ed and hAs three children, Prior to ev ouation he was 

connected with the export-import business in Seattle, With 

his family he went from Puyallup Assembly Center to Minidoka 

tut after, few months transferred to Tule Lake,wmxmxvmxmXMZM& 

xa*t2x*xg»*tx2&&5. At tule Lake he helped organize* the 

Tule Lake Co-op and in 19^3 was elected execfetive secretary 

of the All-Center Co-op Enterprises, He had transferred 

to 3ran*>da Center at time of t e Segregation program* He 

held the position of executive secretary until centers began 

to close late in 1945, 

he resettled in Chicago-in August 19^5 and thus from 

lengife of residence is one of the newcomers to the c ty, 

r&s wide contacts through co-op in the centers provided him 

with a fa rly large circle of friends and acquaintances In 

Chicago and he soon became active in the Chicago Resettiers1 

Committee, At this time Uie Chicago fTsettlers ' Committee 

consisted of a srsail groip of volunteers who tried to 

supplement the assistance given by the War Relocation Authority, 

When the Chicago R^-settlers1 Committee was set up as 
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Interview tith Corky T* Kawasaki 

Ohioago He settlers 1 Committee 

a full time orga ization, he was chosen as executive secretary* 

In appearance, he is a itd us sised, slightly plush and 

slightly bald young me®, with a full round faoe« He has a very 

benign expression and smiles a great deal* lie is extremely 

friendly* He speaks fairly fluent English although he has a 

rather pronounced accent* His voioe is soft and with accent 

gives the impress ion occasional!,/ of lisping* 

the Chicago Resettlers1 Committee off lee is situated 

on the first f loo»r of a small ^everal family*size^apart^ ent 

house» the office apparently at one time was a Japan® e 
< 

photographer's shop for there is a showcase in the front in 

whioii photographs are still displayed» Next door to the 

office, is a aigR photographer'a sign« The offloe consists of 

two rooasf a square reception roc® with a secretary V desk 

an5 several chMrs and couch and a small wailed off office for 

the SKSJC executive director* There is only one phone and this 

is on the director's desk which is a large olt fashioned 

table affair* Office equipment is at a minimi®* The Committee 
* 

is running on a very small budget* The director reofives 

|3»0C0 a year* There is a part time Nisei girl secretary» 

A tremesidous amount of workt however» seers s to be done 

by this small staff* Since the Committee was set up in its 

pr< sent quarters approximately 1*00 persons ave rece v d 
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some type of assistance« A major part of this assistance 

Is help in finding jobs and housing* The Committee has a 

central housing file and inaddltion to having its own 

Job file cooperates closely with the USES» Committee acts also 

as referral* agency and refers welfare or legal oases to the 

proper agency* A great proportion of the persons who utilize 

the Committee's resources are Insei« 

the Committee sponsors English classes feu lssel9 It 

publishes a monthly newssheet on resettler news and it 

sponsors recreational activities and welfare work« 

This first interview with Mr. Kawasaki w$s carried 

on to continual barrage of telephone calls. In the space of 

one hour at least six different Japanese Ancr can agencies 

for 
had called either asking or giving information« 

Mr* Kawasaki was at once interested in the Resettlement 
# 

Study and xfcx&x offered all £»&e assistance hie office jouid 

provide« He prepared a list of contacts and called several 

by phone to tell them about the study and to expect tax a visit 

from us« He Immediately invi ed me to attend the executive 

board meet! g which'was to held that evening xxl so that I 

could meet some of the representative resettlers« 
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Fbrmal Organisation 

Chicago Resettlere* Committee Executive Board Meeting 

On Monday night* July 22, 1946t 2 attended the monthlf 

executive board meeting of the Oh13ago Resettiera ' Co mittee 

as guest of the executive director, Mr* Corky Kawasaki* 

the Chicago Resettiera' Commitee was formed last January 

a group of interested Individuals and organizations «hen 

it became apparent that there was going to be need for 

some information service to Japanese Americans when the local 

WRA office closed* Four ma in purposes were out lined: 

1* To set up a general lnforma tlonal~referral office for resettlers* 

3« To establish a long rar^e educ tlonal program for Issei* 

3* To entourage wider use of existing community recreational 
facilities* 

4* To maintain information files on housing, emp^oymeit, business 
opportunities, and schools as a service coordinated with 
similar activities of other agencies* 

A paid executive xftlfittt&SJbcand secretary comprise the 

office staff of the Resettlers1 Committee« A budget of 

16 ,300 was set up for the first year of operation* To date 

almost all the flnanoial support has come from Interested 

organisations and individuals in form of donations* Various 

oh*roh groups, for example, have pledged varying amounts for 

the y e r and are paying these jiatanftfc pledges in monthly 

installments* Three such church organizations have pledged 

§100 a month for the first ¿ear* Other organizat ons have 

donated small sums* Some individuals among the Japan se 

(FFBL 
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Sbrmal Organization 

Ohio ago R|settler*s Committee Executive Board Keating 

business man have likewise pledged monthly sums* Membership 

in the Chicago iesettlers1 Committee is open to all interested 

persons * Membership fee« are two dollars ($2 .00 ) per year. 

The interesting feature of membership is that the Committee 

has not as yet solloUsflied a» single member, A membership 

drive is scheduled tmKX**«X sometime in the next Wo months. 

to s£4te of the faot that members have not been sought» there 

are roughly 180 paid members who have asked of their own 

voliition to become members. On the basis of this type cf 

Inter eat a good response to membership drive is anticipated. 

The Advisory Board of the Ohioago Resettle™* Committee 

includes many prominent and well-known names in the business, 

educationaljand religious fields of Chicago. The 

Executive board which was meeting this night la heavily 

loaded withe uccessful Issel business® n. (See exhibit) 

The executive board meeting was not well attended 

mainly ecause so many of its members were out of town 

either on vacation or on business. Nine mfcmers of the board 

were present. A 1 t e officers except the auditor who was 

away on business ere present. A financial report was 

presented. Roughly$2300 has been spent to date. Donations 

to d te have been around #2800 leaving a comfortable margin. 
ft> 

Since great portion of budget has already been pledged by 

organ! at Ions and individuals, the first year's financial 

success seems assurxed. 
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ibrmal Organization 

Ohioago Hesettlers1 Committee Executive Board Meeting 

the Eesettlers1 Committee sponsors English language 

Glasses twice a weak both on the Horth and South Sides of 

the city* These classes run all year around on request of 

% M students* 

The Committee has requested membership in the Council of 

Sooial AgenftCes« As a member XUxfxxx, the Committee would then 

be eligible for financial assistance t v m the Council of 

Social A gaieties budget* A Council representative investigated 

the interviewing techniques and services of the Committee 

and a formal application of me bers Ip will be sent to the 

Committee* 

An important item on the meeting's agenda was the cosing 

open meeting of the Resettler's Committee* fhe Board decid d 

that a good meeting was essential for a membership drive Is to 

follow this open ® eting* AM&mmptx lr* Oyama, famous Japanese 

scholar who has been a refugee at Northwestern University was 

suggested as a possible speaker* T is was discarded w ien it 

was discovered that Or* Gyair.a does not acc pt public speaking 

invitations» Second choice\iJks Dr. Stoddard, newly elected 

president of Unlversit of lliinois fwho has j u t returned 

from Japan where ha headed an Educational Mission* If Dr* 

Jtoddari accdpts, a record crowd 06 lasei is expected* 

Various other questions were nawffesft. A great deal of 



Ohioago 
July 22, 1946 
i* deYoun; 

formal Organization 

Chicago Kesettiers1 Committee Executive Board Meeting 

time was wasted on long discussion of feax whether clofches for 

relief packages to *>apan should be oleaned or not cleaned 

before packing* Board daclftgd after lengaty discussion that 

this was minor detail and drafted a letter on real problem 

«hich was announcement to the various church groups that 

only one co-ordinated dr ve for Japanese relief would be 

sponeered by the Comalttee|rotdbc* In the past requests have 

come from the Ftfcends, tne Brethren, the Catholics, etc ,all 

wanting individual drives» 

'MFMiM ^nnfflT-SxeCjAlve^Bsardi 

Since this was my first meeting with the board members, 

X knew little or nothing about the members beforehand« .the 

president, Harry &« Mayeda, Is a young Nisei who is employed 

in the p*Bsonnel daprtment of the Curtlss Candy Co* He is 

in his middle twenties but Is very mature and is quite adept 

at handling older Isaei» Mrs* Ken Hishll, the secretary, 

is a young M s e i graduate student in sociology who has been 

doing some independent research on Japanese in Chloago and who 

is now doing publicity work for the American Council of Race 

Halations« She is poised, gives the impression of being extremely 

Intelligent and is sure of herself at all times« Corky T« 

Kawasaki, the executive director, has been descr bed in an 
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Formal Organisation 

Ohio ago Resetters' Qom»ittee Executive Board Meeting 
m 

earlier report« 

All the rest of the board members - Issel businessmen* 

except fcr one Buddhist priest. They all gave the Impression 

of being what 1« popularly o alled *good solid middle cààss 

The group was interested in fe&e Resettlement Study and 

after the meeting, several of the Issel businessmen waited 

to volunteer bits of information they thouglh ai$it be 

helpful» The Board alio offioially went on reoord to 

cooperate as mush *s thsy eould with the field workers In 

Ghloago * 

repräsentativ es 
« 
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Ghiaago J ACL Midwest Offioef 

Interview with Dr* Xatahe 

On Tuesday after neon, «July 23» 1946, I stop ed at the 

Midwest office of the JACL to see Masao 3atowt the Midwest 

Representative. His uoae Is In Ml 1 waukfcee* xxt He commutes 

weeke ids and he had not returned* Dr* T«T* Xatabe who was 

midwest representative until April of 19^6 ras in the office. 

X&taba is still acting as J AOL secretary* 

Dr* I* Yatahe, a dentlstt resigned as Midwest J ACL 

representative to reopen a dental office* He is establishing 

an office in the Loop area of Ohioa o* Dr* Yatabe is f&sel 

but falls in one of the oldest Nisei age groups in the country* 

He graduated from college in 1918 which places hla close to 

the 50 yt ar ©ark* He practised dentistry in resno• With his 

family he was evaca&tei to Tresno assembly center mm re they 

.«re stationed six months and finally was sent to Uerome« He 

oaae to Chicago'In 1943 silt since that time «¿as bean associated 

with the J4CL. He couldn't set an Illinois license to 

practise dentistry until laat year* Some regulation! forbade 
% 

his taking the atate examination until th&ft last year* 

Dr. lata to® is a good speaker, very aggressive and has very 

definite opinions on almost every subject* his office is now 

in process of being eqipped and he was killing ti e in theJAGl 

office* Henoet he was willing to talk at le gfch of his impressions 
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QnlCago J40L 

Or* YataoJte interview 

of the Japanese Americ an group in Cnlcago* 

jfreylous clientele, Gausaslon* Hopes to built up Oaucaslon clientele, 

" V® establishing ny off ioe over here on feat Maine Str et* The 

b. Idin^ la old but the location la good* *hey nt© still remodelling 

the offices, and t&at is why I'm over here* I've my own equipment 

and hope to be in there very soon« I'm hoping to build up an 

•ccluslvely Caueasion clientele* Most of my clientele before the 

mr were Caucaslons* Here in ago I think here Is even 

more opportunity« I never had much to do with Japanese up until 

evacuation* I didn 't grouj> up in a Japanese town* My parents 

didn't have much contact with other Japanese* ¿lost of my playmates 

wore haku ins. It wasn't until I was in the second year of 

high school that I became aware of t a Nisei as a group* X grew 

ig) with a bunch of Irish1 micks! I was as tough as trey were**My 

boy is the same way* He didn91 have any Japanese ffciwn&s before 

evacuation* T̂ e sent him to a training school and he was the only 

Japanese there* When we sent to Fresno center he didn't like 

it all because there were so many Japanese around* Now that we 

ere in Chicago he mixes with an lamost completely Oaucasion group* 

He goes around talking about ' Ja a ' (the boy is in early teens) 

dice a while* He doesn't think of himself as being of Japanese 

ancestry. the only thing I'm afraid of is that one of these days 

ht ' ll run into some hard knocks because he is Japanese anl he 'll 

acqutte a complex* 
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Chicago JAOL 

Int . with Dr. Xatab* 

i l y in non-J ipane |g n^hbprhooAt 

we live on the West Sid® and there are only about 30 othor 

Japanese families out there* hen 1 first case to Chicago in 

19^3, I stayed at the rethren Hostel and found an apartment 

several blocks from the hostel. Then we moved again arri this 

apartment is about 5 or 6 blocks from the old one. ,e like i t 

there. All the stores know us and we've never lived in a Japanese 

OD^TJunity, the main reason there aren't more Japanese in our 

section is because there sre v ry few vaeanies out there. X 

wouldn't want to lived down there to "Xabo town*.(This refers to 

1 Jap1 town on the Near North Side) 

¿ftCL.ln Chicago 

There are about 300 members of the local chapter -here n 

Chicago• Iwas Midwest representative and Mas, 3 stow has that 

and the East Coast, too. 3o he's mostly c ncerned with area 

problems and then hasn't been iere in Chicago very long. The 

looal JAOL president is vacationing in Mexico City at %tm moment. 
(Note« Noboru ondoa, I incoln Ins. Agency repr. was awarded this 
trip to Mexico Clt, by his Company for fifce work he did past 
year—this vacatio a ard is ail expense trip/ 

I t ' s hard to get local Chicago people to come out to meeting** 

Chicago is so big. It takes an hour to hour an a If to get 

anyplace. Our largest turnout was for the Claims and ndemnifieatlon 

seating. 
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Chicago JAGt 

Hit* with Dr. Xatabe 

Toga Tanagois one of the moat motive of tae local 

workers • lie used to be English editor of one of t e Japanese 

3anguage newspapers before the war and be worked in the eports 

fection at Jlsnzanar*" lJmkmxmMmxmtxtxmx^Mm^ $M*kwmtmmx 

gertfUla (¡faugaalope a a^mflioftpto w • . - _ -

Yat«be in spewing of non-C&ucaaion members of the looal 

jAOL says*"we have some Gaucasion members but they are not 

outstanding people like they have in NewYork City» I watched 

them in ifi quite closely and decided that people life* Olara 

dayman and Olif Forster were too active and vo al and in a 

sense hand! caped tbs ffiael in the organisation* 1 do" At me a» 

that they aren't excellent people. They are and I like them 

but they are so very much interested that it seemed to me they 

were shoving yoianger and inexperienced Nisei out of the picture* 

Ihese young kids who should be learning are afraid to come out 

and compete with Oaucasions who take the lead* JACL as I see It 

is for these young Nisei and while I think it is good to 

have non-Japanese memners, I 've been careful here in Chicago to 

ait the kind of people who won't inadvertealy scare M s e i 

from participation» * 
not«I Similar criticism of the role of dominant Gaucasion 
personalities have been expressed by other evacuees* In 
this was >ne of critlolms evacuees rai ed a a.n. t Oaac* mesbers f 

of Resettle ent Board. 'Oaucasions did all the talk in and planning* 
this is a phase that might be eneoked elsewhere. Question— To 
what extent has leadership among Nisei been checked by 
t^ls type of Cauoaslon participation? 
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Chicago JACL 

Int . with Dr. Yatabe 

The Midwest office is v®ry tiny* It consist® of a small 

anteroom not much bigger than 8* sfaare and tiny office for 

secretary ar*3 Midwest representative. Supplies are stored in 

reception reom whieh is also e* dipped with mimeographing machine* 

Lo~al Chapter also uses this office for their records* The 

space is inadequate« Sot more than three or four people can 

occupy office at one tiae« All meetings must be held outside* 

JM3L Office offers some service to resettleret 

Job offers keep costing continually to the J ACL office. 

Best office can do is to list them» 3inoe $oa* of them are 

do e tica offers, J ' L find them very difficult to f i l l * Main 

interest of local group Is publicity and political activity. 

Attitude towards Misel professional workers 

Yatabe cannot understand why so many youn; lawyers are 

opening offices in Chicago« He says f 

"1 don't see how they can make a go of it« I thinfc for 
Hisel doctors arid dentists the eppo; tunities ©re good here beMfts* 
you can built up a Cauoasion clientele and there is a dasand for 
doctors and dentists« But who is going to hire a young* inexperienced 
Nisei lawyer Just out of law school« Four or five have openid 
offices here in the last hy#ar« He already have several very 
good Hlsei lawyers here who are established with the old time 
Japanese residents here. Then there are lawyers like Tom Mi suda 
who esrse here ducting the war but who have ye-rs of experfcinc e 
and practise behind thee on the West Coast. Another young lawyer 
Torn Ohino las bean here for years and Is established and hasa 
Cauoaslon partner« I wouldn't go to these young Nisei lawyers 
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Chicago JA01 
Int* with Dr* Tatabe 

Attitude toward Nisei professional workers 

If X had need of a lawyer* Of oourse, there is a little buying 
and selling of businesses by Japanese now but this can*t amount 
to much* Then, too, In law especially in a place like Ohioe3© 

you have to play in with the politicians an* how are these young 
Nisei going to do tl at?" 

% unravorable incidents; 

"the police have been etremely cooperative ever since I've 
b e n here* We had some stabbinga a couple of years ago 
and it looked for a time as though there might be trouble* 

A ooup&i of these stabbin^s occurred in bars* I think some 
cf that was partly fault of these young wild Nisei boys 
themselves.»In onace oame a ooupX© of boys probably wererUjing 
to out in on some V $ir!a that a bunch of FlllpAon's had* With 
a Filipino thit'a bound to make trouble reg rdless of whether 

you are Japaneoe or not» Also in 19*2 sose of our Kisei boys 
were pretty cocky* They floated from Job to job and had no 

sense of respohsibilty • Mgct of that gang is gone though* The 
army trew off a lot of thjtfJ®r>r> I t ink th army life .vas a very 

¿pod thing for tnese boys* Hot that I mean that the^e kids should 
become canon fodder» but the „nay disci line was good for the» • 
Boss of them have come back -nd they are completely ori®ngod* 

R»* ^morlal Day Veteran Dinner 

* we had a tr«s*ndous veteran cifcebration here last Memorial 
day. Had about lfGOO vets from this area . i s x p g i t o in 
attendance. Dinner was held at Stevens otel* This affair was 

probsbly biggest affair of its kind for Japanese Americans in 
this country« Also probably biggest affair Japanese group 
has ever sponsored* It waa successfully too»The group came 

out financially ahead*M 
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BO ON CM 20 tOSS SUKVEg 

The American Council of Haoe Relations has announced that 

It Is Interested in sponsoring an economic loss surrey among 

tlie Japanese Americana in Chicago* The main purpose o th s 

survey will be to get figures that can be used In conjunction 

with the claims bill now pending in Congress, 

I ft ve not had the opportunity to ta&k with any of the 

AO RE peojple in Chicago, but a similar survey was recently 

carried out by the American Council of Race Relations on 

the West Coast« Questionaries, both In English an5 Japanese) 

were mailed a thousand or snore individuals* Returns were 

negllbl»*. It 1 s *pported(this will be checked on) tlia t 

mly 200 returns were received« With this in mind, aft attempt 

is being made by the Chicago group to ensure a larger percentage 

of returns» 

While trie American Council of Race Relations will sportfar 

the survey» the moix Ohio ago Japanese Amer lean Council (which 

will officially be Born next Monday night* July 29) will do 

th© work involved in carrying out the survey, 

A oooimittee representing the Chicago Ja anee American 

Couneil has been nittxxx meet ng on this problem .and the analyst 

ma aftfced In an altiskxix unoffitfaal capacity to contribute 

to the general discussion* Accordingly» I met -watet for 

a few hours with one of tte coooittee member» who is also 

a top official in the Chicago Resettler*'Committee and 
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^ n t over various methods of presenting such a survey to 

the public. 

The poor showing of tne test Ooast survey seemed to be 

explainaole in the following light» tittle or no publicity 

preceded the mailing out of questionalres» Most of the 

recipients very likely did not understand the®• The fact 

tii&t the evacuees have filled out so many forms and questionaries 

the last few years la also important« Also important is 

fact that I f a Claims Bills is eventually passed, people 

slight be reluctant at this time to be estimate losses and 

have suoh estimates filed away under their names* 

To offset some of these disadvantages, a good publicity 

campaign in the local langua e newspapers and various organ zatIon 

publications^©^ undertaken. tkmx A system of serial numbers 

Instead of names could be used, Orl&ifeal questlonalres 

thed^ can be identified only by person hold lng master code 

only 

file» Instead of mailing questlonatres try combination 

of methods* Volunteer intervi wers could be used in certain 

selected areas» 

One suggestion made was that jUixxxspxsx some sampling 

to get a cross«section of the evacuees be attempted* Especially 
jmW 

in Chi ago w feere large nu bers of si gle men oongreg ted in 

- , 

one area, survey might present lopsided pict.re» 

If a good return from this coming survey is had, 

much of Incide tal Information on questionare will be of 

use to the Resettlement Study* ery likely, p st and present 
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Economic loaa survey^ In QhlCago 

ooeupatlona can be eosipsred, perhaps präsent incosre determined» 

Another feature 1« tha even though ti e Chicago Japanese 

Council will gather information, tabui*tl~e and c ablation 

of results will be done by A®er oan Council of Bace delations. 

Since this Is a national organization, the esettlecient Study 

oould work olosely with them and not become too identified 

in the eyes of the common ty as Deing P5*rt of evacuation loss 

program« ] 

the survey hasOromlae of yielding aose good, jb uabl e 

informatl n . For that reason, I feel, we should at least 

uiofflolally participate In it. It may turn out like the 

<fcst Coast survey to be not worth much, on the otlar hand 

m m of the West Coast pitfalls ray be awided here. 
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Metropolitan Jap a m se- Amer loan Civic Committee 

Nisei Publishing Company 

M&MkMm 

On ft» firat day of work in Chlca o9 Monday July 22, 1946, 

2 ran aoross a copy of an English language newspaper called the 

Chicago in m i Lews* which was published toy the Hiaei Publishing 

Company* The pappr was a alx~pa^e printed affair rather 

lav 1 slily Illustrated with photographs* It was evidently a 

monthly-this Issued being No« 5 of Volume 1« This meant then 

that this Nisei newspaper had been In existance five months* It 

appeared strange that our office in Washington had not been 

aware of this newspaper or that 1 could not recall kavlng 

ready anything of this new newspaper In any of the other language 

newspapers* 

the Chicago ftlsfei Lews also clullmed to be tae official organ 

of t ;C Metropolitan Japanese-American Civic Committee, an organisation 

which was also new to me* Again none of various reports in 

Was hington had mentioned such a Co mittee* 

Investigation of the address given for the Kleel ews and 

Civic Committee prove i futile* The address was on £• 43rd 

St. on the 3. uth Side, a block from Cottage Grove Ave »(This Is 

where tae ChiSago Slack Belt beg ns), The Newspaper offloe i s 

located above a ftovie theatre ani shopping section* In the 

same building and on the same floor* wane several other 

Japanese offices* One office belon ed to a Japanese osteopathic 

doctor, and t ere were two differe mt Nisei beauty shops* 
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Hisei Ohioa<3D Sews 

Xhe Kisei Chicago Haws office waa loosted next to one of 

the beaty shops. The dff ce waa looked tight» At one time 

théa office connected with febe beauty shop room ^nd inquired 

taere for the editor of the Hlsei newa* I was informed that 

he dldn ft keep regular hours but t&at he uaually stopped in 

onae a day and that he couldn't be readied by phone aince 

bis phone was out of order» The Nisei girl who relayed th s 

information giggled and sailed at her assistant w en whe -

told me this leaving with the impression that the phone 

bad been disconnected* 

In the course of the week, I dug out some interest! g 

information on the editor of t-,.e Nisei news* Ha is a you% 

M s e i who has been working the past few years with recreational 

groupa» a year or so ago he organ! ed a* " ^ T T i f î c m called 

the 0hica,jo Hiael Sports Association which sponsored various 

sport league activity, A Softball league was organic d t bowling 

teams, etc* All tais activity had a commercial aspect in that 

this young Nisei makes his living fey organizing and directing 

such recreational activity* 

He Is in short a promoter who at the same time appears to 

be really interested ih rsoreational problems• About six months 

ago, he formai and organized the Ohioago Nisei Haws* This 

newspaper waich started as aemonthly was ticked by a Jewàfch 



3 
Qhleago 
July 25, 1946 
J . deXouag 

nisei Organization 

Nisei Ohioago News 

group« fhe editor istrying to make it s elf-aupporting and 

now has a fair amount of advertising In It* 

The Hie el ffewe Is almost entirely a »one man affair« As 

me infeissant phrased it* 

"The lUsei News is , , £ato. Ben Sato Is the Nisei 

&ews* lie's running It for profit although h e ' l l say It is 

supposed to we voice of His el Sport Association* He's that, too»* 

Hi uses the Hisei News to advert] ?e all his sport activi ties* 

The.early issues «.re almo t all sport news* He prints 

pictures of teams and 1 dividual s« etc** 

this youn editor is now branching out into the 

outing field» and is beginning to sponsor picnics* 

ttff ftPftU*»P, | m , m i 2 & S 9 vl* Qg^fflUjet 

Early In June« 1946« this young Hisii editor announced 

the formation of the'Metropolitan Ja^anese~Amer * o an Oivic 

Committee'.».This announcement was made by the Chicago Nlsfcel 

News and the Sports Association and played up in a full page 

ad£ in the Nisei news* (See BxhlMt ) The purpose of this 

committee as set forth was to serve the welfare» recreational» 

and civic needs In a coordinated manner* It was announced that 

it was endorsed by businessmen« welfare workers« civic leaders« 

labor leaders^ It called for a corn nun ty center program« 

an athletic program« camping program* elBU A ioiam unity wide 

dinner meeting was s uduled for xafc June 29« 1946 at one of 
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Nisei Organisation 

Metropfe&ltan Japanese American Civic Committee 

of high priced J & pane«« restaurants * A few day a before 

this dinner (at cost off 2 *S§ per plate), the whole affair 

ma a uddenly o a lied off» The answer waa simple there was 

no com®unity mppport» The various groups and imadlviduals 

l l t ist 0 » ! supporting this new overall committee knew nothing 

about it until they were asked to attend the a*ove dinner 

meeting« Again the Civic Co mlttee was simply Ben Sato's 

own i:lea. One informant in de or bifcg thla saya t 

"Ben wanted to form an overall Chiea o committee» He wants 
to call it tiia Chicago Metropolitan Civic Committee or something 
like that» He has a lot of ideas for recreational and stnletie 
programs worked out and he wants to get money irom the Commin ty 
Chest for a community activities program for Japanese Americans» 
But in order to qualify for Community Chest Funds, you have to 

toe a legitimate recognised community organization« 36s he has 
this idea of forming the coma it tee and then having himself 

hired as com®unity activities director* That is tils line and 
that is ¿¿is main Interest in trying to earns such a group« 
lie's not getting very much support from the other Japanese 
groups here though» The other groups have been planning an 
overall council for several months now and a constitution M r 
fhat s up for vo|e by t ese organ! stlona» This &asxsimport 
of the co munity and- Ben's plan isn't getting anywhere." 

Mother informant says: 

"Ben has a lot of good ideas but what he needs Is an ol er 
person to guide him» His big plan for organising an overall 
oorcaittee blew up right in his face« The whole iking was 
individually sponsored by hi»« It was primarily a promotional 
scheme and it fell through because he couldn't get any support 

from the various Japanese organisations here* None of them 
« r e consulted as to this committee« He merely sent t h M 
no tices that tha Committee had been formed and invited the® to 
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«aetropolitan Japan« sa Ansar lean Olirla Committee 

his bis dia er . He even had a cpeoièl oooktall party *arrange* 
for * o m of t-h® important business man fc fora dinner« Then 
two day a bifore the din m r , ha had to call It all off« 

(notes SpeaKar was one of older and highly respected Hisfcl 
me ters of the Chios o neeettiera Committee ) , Some of tat 
¿xroups nere have bean a little worried about Ben. de a 
very amart but what he needs is sorse advise and someone older 
to guide nisi He's so tied up with promoting eobaaaa that 
the Japanese group« are reluctant to have much to do with 

him* 
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FORMAL ORO Ai<IZ A T ION (Religious and Social) 

Int* with Brother Theephane Walsh, director, Nisei OYO 

The OYO of Chicago which waa f o u n d t o y Biship 3hell 
< "S . 

Is very active in racial and minority problems within the 

city of Ohio ago. The main CYO early evidenced interest 

In the Hisei that came to Chicago in 1942 and 1943 and 

attempted in a small way to meet nome of the needs of the 

young Nisei boys* By 1944 a separate Nisei section bad 

oeen set up within the main OYO group and a full time 

worker, Brother Theophane Walsh, was assigned to work and 

with the Klsel group* Recreational needs, Job referrals 

-.«re the main concern of the group during 1943 ai*l 1944* 

By 1944, however, the Nisei group in Ohi ago began to 

run into many thousands and problems were multiplied and 

more numerous* While the OYO nonlmally is a Gatholic 

group, it operates on a non-sectarian basis and the majority 

cf Nisei boys that it helped during the first years of the 

v i w e r e non«*Oathol ic * 

Eanly in 1944, Father Tibesar, Maryknoll priest,, formerly 

from Seattle and who had been working in Kin id oka Center 

came to Onicago to work with the resettlers* Brother T* Walsh 

was already w rki g with the Nisei OYO* £y 1944, however, 

; the concentration of young Nisei on the Near North Side 
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Nisei 0X0 

had become so greet that various individuals ecame 

eonoemed• This Nemr North Side area Is a slum and 

cabaret area and It was felt that a recreational 

and social gathering place An this area was necessary* 

Up to this time tne Nisei 3iO had been part of the larger 

city 0X0 and used the facilities of tne main 0X0 offices 

and bulldln s. Lite in 1944, the Bishop(Shell of Chicago) 

purchased a four-story house on Ho* IaSille St* In the 

center of the Japanese concentration * This house XKK became 

the Nisei 0X0« Father Tibesar and Brother T. Ornish were 

Installed and bejpee operating the Nisei GXO as a social 

cotter and sesial service agency for Nisei resettlers* 

The &lsel 0X0 building' atlllO H* i*a3§lle 1« a four 

story house which was evidently a private town house of 

tratiier good quality* It has been remodeled apparently for 

Wille tbs fireplaces are old-fas .ioned-the front windows 
• j • 

are case 

ent type* The ground floor which open s directly 

off the street has been turned Into offices» One large 

room is sed as reception room» and secretary * office* 

The second f lfcor is arranged as loun e and meet1 g rooms, 

and the thttd and fourth floors are used for sleeping 

r oms* A «»all number of rooms are used as USO dormitory 

for Nisei soldiers and oung single Nisei boys may also 

stay while passing through Ohio ago or looking for permanent 

quarters* 



Formal Organ!zation(re liglous & social) 

Hisei CYO 

The Nisei GYO is supported completely by the main GYO. 

In addition, to Brother Theophane Walsh t ere is a Nisei boy 

who acts as asst. director and a full-time Nisei secretary. 

The Nisei GYO house has been open since March 1945. 

The House is not set up as a Catholic religious 

organization although it is the Nisei Cath&io Center. The 

Japanese Gatholios in Chicago number about 300 but they 

are scattered all over the city and part cippte in their 

own parish activities. The GYO House is not a church in 

any sense. It does not h ve a ohapel and since Brother 

rfettophane is not an ordained priest he cannot say mass. Father 

Hbesar who is now back in Seattle, Washington, did say mass 

at the House but the Nisei Cath&lies who may have attended 

these masses did not meet their holy obligations. In other 

nerds, the House is not consecrated and while a priest can 

say mass and meet his holy obligations, anji non-relgious must 

Set tend a consecrated church to meet his holy obligation. The 

Hiuse, then, even for the Catholic Nisei is only a social 

gathering place not a church, -

In addition, to functioning as a recreational and 

social organization, the GYO siAoe the close of WRA Chicago 

office has been doing social service work. It r .ns a Job 

referral service, a housing bureau of sorts, in addition to 

3 
Chicago 
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Hisel 0X0 

sooial activities« 

Ulsel CIO Home Central Meeting Place for J A groups 

Since the CYO House is located in the center of the 

Hear north Side ¿Spanese con entration» it is very con-

veniently located for people who live in this area« It 

also marks the halfway point between t.he South Side 

residents and the Far North side residents» More important* 

however» than Its strategic location is the fact that it Is 

one of the few places that has ample room for meetings* The 

second flooar of the House three large lounges which can 

be jsed for various purposes« the Hou e is open to all 

t^oups and a great deal of use is made of its facilities« 

Every Tuesday and Thusasd y ni hts the North Side Xssei 

language classes meet in the House* Hie preliminary 

meetings of the Chicago Jppanese tmerican Council were 

held lie re and future meetings of this group will be 

scheduled here* 
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Hisai 0X0 

Impressions of M s e i 0X0 director, Bro* T* Walsh, re Chicago 

Directoryt 

Brother Walsh, director o f H i s e i 0X0 House, is a keen eyed, 

*u3dy faced an probaoly somewhere in his early forties» He 

ms extremely cooperative and made a special point of stressing 

the fact tiat his group even though a Catholic group was 

largely used by non-Catholic® since there are only a handful 

of Jspa ese Catholics in Chicago* 

While discussing population fig .res n Chxioago» I mentioned 

tie ne name directory which is in process of e ng printed* 

Mother vf^lsh in tmx*MXktox& spea M n g of the firm said: 

"You know that the 'Kallfornlans1 are strictly a professional 
outfit* All of us are interested in this new directory hut 

tie way that the.group has been operating indicates that there 
will be a lot of padding in the book* they aren't going to 
be very aoouratte* If they get* 6$% accuracy .they111 be doing 
good* They took many of their names from hoi e l and rooming 
house registers without bothering to check to see i f the individuals 

were still there* They are checking, nowever, to see that they 
don*t duplicate names -say if someone lived on the NorthSlde and 
then moved to the south Side, they check to aee his name doesBAt 
appear twice. They are intereattd in getting as a any names as 
they can, for that way the business people take more space* 
One thin , though, they should have a pretty accurate check v 
on Issel bachelors • I think there are far more of these 

d d bachelors here than we think* It is this group that 
should be studied* We doliSt know what thjry do or what sort 
of problems they have.* r . 



MSIO &CNCMIC AD0U3T. ENT 

Curtiss Candy Company 

Inter*• with Harry May*** f personnel dept. Curtiss Candy Co. 

Harry Mafdjt* is young Nisei employed in the personnel 

department of Curtiss Candy Co« He works for Llmer Sherril 

former WKA offlcial t who is also connected fcth the Personnel 

Dipt« of Curtiss Candy 06. 

Mayeda is in hia middle twenties, unmarried, lives with 

his family on the South Side of Chicago* His family was 

oracuated from Sacremento and from assembly ©enter went to 

Tule Lake, Sherril was Project Director at Tule Lake and 

Mayeda became a c q u a i n t w i t h him there« 

Mayeda came to Chicago in August of 1943 and went to w©rk 

for Curtiss Candy Co in January 1944« Ha mad© several recruit!*^ 

trips to various oerfcers fox> Curtiss 0ot but at present be 

does not have any function with respect to evacuees who are 

now working at Curtiss, His present Job is that of making 

a job analysis for all positions lb the company• 

At present, July 24, 1946f there are roughly ITS evacuees 

employed at Curtiss* 

During Mayeda s recruiting days the peak number was close to 

300» 

Most of the 175 evacuee employees are Nisei girls» Mayeda says* 

1 
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JgQKOMlC ADJUSTMENT 

Curtisa Candy Co* 

jut.* with H* Myeda, personnel dept. ©u ties Candy Co* 

"Mostly Nisei git Is work for Curtis Candy Co* They work as 
candy wrappers, candy fillers, etc« All this type of work 

is on piece vvrk basis and you have to run and fast to make 
any money* The lssei wornen usually can't work quite so fast 
and they prefer Jobs on a straight time basis* 

Most of trie lssei who for Curtiss are on the farras or work as 

Janitors.* 
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Chicago Buddhist Church 

Int. with Hev* Kubose 
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The Ohio ago Buddhist Churoh is located' 

on the South Side of Chicago near the university of Chicago 

and is in the heart of one of th South Side Japanese areas 

of concentration* 

the church is an old red brick building of about 60 years 

age m oh has been in almo t continual use as a church during 

this tin»« At least four dlfferenst denominations used the, 

church before the Buddhist group tpok it over, the last being 

a Oreek Orthodox group* It Is in rather poor shape although 

a little redecorating has been done by t e Buddhist group* 

Ihe Buddhist group purchased the church and a house in the 

rear as a parsonaxge about two years ago» 

Rev* Kuteose, the Buddhist priest» is a slightly built 

young Issei probably in tils fort es. His English is very 

gpod although he has .a slight accent* He is married, has 

several s i all children,and lives n the parsonage i t the r ar • 

of t m church« 

&ubose is a non«sectarian priest at present and the churoh 

is^perated as a non-sectarian organization and is supported 

wholly by the local congregation* The members of the church 

come from all sections of town. In contrast th Midwest 

Buddhist church located on the North Side is a strict 

belong to the 

Shinshu Sect ohurch and ill its me bars mjorshlnshu sect» 

This Shlnshu church is much more Japanese than the Ohio ago 

Buddhist Churor. wnich stresses Americanization of Buddhism» 

Kubose originally had been station d in San Francisco but 
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Chicago Buddhist Church 

V Chicago 
Jul M -"946 J* •  

Int* with R*v* Kubose 

had spent kfca approximately six years studying and working 

la Japan immediately prior to evacuation* He had returned to 

the U.S. on the second to the last boat* He worked in Los 

Angeles in the months before evacuation* 

Kubose even before evacuation was one of the Buddhist 

priests who were interested in consolidating the Buddhist 

churches in the U.S. and with Rjv* Goldwater of San Francisco 

was working actively tvaard that end; He sayst 

" I 've long felt that the Buddhist sects in the 0*f* should 
be united nni -»epara.tc an! have noic^5bnnection with Japan* 
fie were working on this before the war but hadn't gotten 

very far* In the centers consolidation took place* this 
ma Just what I had been working for* In several centers 
some strong individuals refused to unite* with the ether 
Buddhist groups and kept their own sects* Several 3hinarm 

pritsts did this*" 

^ ^ field 
Note: The Community Analysis Section has several reports as 

well as one mimeographed report on Buddhism in the centers. 

the Chicago Buddhist Church was organized about two years 

ago in Chicago* It will celebrate its second anniversary in 

October, 19^7* As|indioated earlier it is non-sectarian in that 

its approximately 300 members belong to a variety of sects excluding 

Sninshu which lias its own church* The church is wholly supported 

by the local congregation and has no 8onnSltion with any other 

Buddhist church organisation» 

General services are held every Sunday for all members 

but special sect services are also occasionally held* Starting 

next month the Zen ana Shlngon sects will hold special meetings 

in addition to fchft general services* Th se special sect services 

usually are for some special occasion wheats mm era like to observe 
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Chicago Buv a 1st Church 

Int. with Rev. Kubose 
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certain rituals which sometimes differ from sect to sect, 

4 d t i a U ® d f i # l d **Port on the activities of this Buddhist 

church will be prepared later but a few general remark on 

«birch organi&ation will be made here, 

Sunday services consist of lOtOO Sunday school for 

children and people, an 11 «00 general service in 

English largely attended by the Hisei group, and a 2 :00 

language service for issei, the Church sponsor« a variety 

of activities*. A bimonthly newssheet is issued. Study classes 

are held once a week, A very^tive IBA group exists, the churcn 

has a choir, bowling league, lssei women's organization(Fu/ln-kai) 

and several other clubs. All of these groups will be 

described at length in later reports* 

Until the Chicago Hesettlere Committee was set up, the 

Chicago Buddhist Church also operated as a social service 

agency, it had a housing and job referral service, helped in 

buying and leas in property and gave general aid to r e s e l l e r s , 

This was run on a nan-religious basis. Rev, Kubose is a 

member of the board of directors cC the Chicago Resettles 1 

Committee and now refers mxxtxmt resetters to that agency 

for help« ' 

The ohiroh is in constant use by the Buddhist group itself 

and also by other group». Almost every night seme activity is 

going on in the church me ting rooms and lounge. Bi-weekly 

language classes for Isael sponsored by the iiesettlers Committee 

ar held here. 
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lit* with R#v« Kubose* Ohio» Buddhist Church 

Haw. &ubosef Chicago Buddhlst ohuroh minister, feels that 

fie 1« 55th Street area is the coming center of Japanese 

concentration on the 3ofcth Side* There are today roughly 

three areas of concentration on the Sofeth Side« • 

1 . £« 43rd St. area in the transition area•(Hegro-white area) 

Uncording to Rev« Kuboae/, Jpanese u » x moved into this 

area In large numbers because there have been mor ̂ vacancies here 

than any other place on the South Side. White landlords in 

this section prefer Japanese since property values can be 

i»pt up to son e extent this way* However, most of the Japanese 

SSSïSfôl^ln this area particularly of housing tents to be 

on*ïease basis although there has been some buying. Kubose 
* 

says that the E.55th street area is the popular area when 

people want to invest money* He feels there is already a 

alfe able move away from the £• 43rd* area and anticipâtes that 

tils will become a trend wifchin the next few years* 

2* The E* 55 t . area running from Lake Park S . to Drexel Bid* 

Th is section is regarded by Kubose and ther Japan is e 

business men as the coming cultural and business center of the 

South Side Japanese residents» It is this area that most of 

buying of property is said to be taking place* 

3« 3rd area runs from E* 63rd to E* 71st between Lake Par S* 

and Drexel« Majority of residents concentrated on 64th and 

65 th street* Few stores are starting up here* Ti is area 

is primarily a x residential area although there some old tima 

Japanese stores on B. 63rd street and few new ones have opened t:.ere. 



Japanese Cw.*centr?.tion on South Side 

iit* with R#v# Kubsae, Chicago Buddhist Church 

A sizeable number of Japanese operated businesses have 

teen started on the South Side* A survey of these is now 

under way but it appears the number may run asblgh as 

a hundred* 

Population statistics for this area are also uncertain 

bat ftXK&xfiixsdxx it is definitely Known that 5,000 or 6,000 

will be a conservative estimate for the ntlre South Side 

region* 

Business establishments follow the same pattern as on 

the ¿«ear forth Side* Restaur ants* barber ships, beauty 

paralcr a,grocery stores, Japanese provision stores, professional 

hot els 

services x m x x ^ x x x , garages, and xsxspaxncs are all represented 

hire« 
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i&onomie Loss Survey in Chicago 

Int* with Mary 3abusawaf American Council Race Relations 

Mary Sabueawa is an attractive Misei irl in her early 

twenties who works in the Information Service de artment of 

the American Council on Hsce Relations* the e xecutlve director 

who has been Involved with the plans for the economic loss 

survey Is out of town and Mary has been handling eorresponden e 

dealing with the survey and has been meeting with a committee 

of resettlers which s making plans for the C leago survey. 
/ % 

Contact with Mary $* was made In a round about way. 

While interviewing members of XMC.% staff In a 1 on the Near 

Horth Side| I ran across a Nisei XUQk secretary who was very 

helpful in arranging for transient reservations in this X for 

m,>self and Vie other analyst* This Nisei, Harry Sabusawa, 

had recently come from Cleveland where he had *»rk»d the past 

several years in the YMCA* He mentioned the work that his sieter 

was doing and relayed the information re the Resettlement Study 

to her« As a result, Mary 3« was interviewed/to get some 

additional information on the economic loss survey* Her 

. resettlement history is interesting and is Included as part 

of the Interview. 
fih^ftfr* * /f'ft"* v 

Mary 3 . was barn and brought up In Colorado, the family 

moved to California about 6 years before Vie war and were 

living in Lone Beach at trie time of evacuation* Mary was a 

sophs ore In college at this time* the family consists of 

Mary» her motner, and older brother, harry* The father died 
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Int« with Mary Sabusawa« Resettlement H.:; jjftoyg 

several years ago* Both Mary and her brother were hired by 

the #00A during the evacuation period« The brother worked in 

the personnel section and Mary was one of the His el translators 

that worked wltn the WOOA field Investigators« As a result of 

this job, she was one of the lant of the Nisei to enter Santa 

Anita assembly center« She Immediately feegan making plans for 

leaving the center to continue her college work and says she was 

one of the first students to be accepted« After several months 

of planning with the Student Relocation Council, M ry decided 

to accept a scholarship at Antloch College in Ohio« Just about 

the time she was ready to leave, the evacuees at Santa Anita 

were being shifted to relocation centers« While most of th 

Long Beach residents were scheduled for Jerome Center, ths 

Sabusawas requested transfer to Granada *lnce they knew 

Colorado« They had lived In the region where Gran&da was 

locate dj and Mary 3* says that she had often been on the 

project site wnen it had been, a ranch* At this time Harry 3* 

was working with transfer of evacuees and was able to get 

the family shifted to dranada Center* Mary went along to 

help get her mother settled in eunp« She pla ned on leaving 

jmrnedlately, however» for college from Granada* U on arrival 

in Granada she discovered that the local WRA camp officials 

ware unaware of zhe student leave policy* This, of course, was 

during the early heotic days when hundreds of people dally were 

being moved into relocation centers* In any even), Mary 3* 
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Resettlement history of Slary S» 

Int» with nary Sabusawa 

who had been cle red on the west Coast for student release 

now found she eouldn't leave the relocation center» She immediately 

bsgan negotiations with the project director and through his 

ass stance cleared up the release. efsoJurn in a relocation 

center wae very short» 

Antiocri College which she attended for two years graduating 

in 1945 has a work program for which stjdents get credit* This 

co-op work school is widely ¿»own through out the country* The 

students go to school for a term and then are assigned Jobs 

in various parts of t c o u n t r y 6©r three month« periods* 

Jhey then return to college again for another term of class 

work* These Jobs are in all fields and the students sometimes 

receive theprevailing wage rate or at times a special student 

rate* One of Mary S* *s Jobs was that of analyst on the staff 

of FBXS in Washington, D»C» 

She was a political science major in school with a minor 

in sociology* Ipon graduation she was offered a Job in Chicago 

with t e American Council on Race Kelat owe* Of this she says: 

»1 oame to Chicago purely because of the Job* I used to say * 1 

Chicago, is one place I won't go»' I didn't like it and then 
there were so many other Japanese America e here that 1 thought 
I 'd like to go someplace wteere thepre weren t so many and 
ioneer* The Job was so attractive though that I couldn t turn 

it down and that was how I case to Chicago* 

Her brothsr was est'« 11 shed in Cleveland working at t'ns 

XHOA and fehe mother had Joined him t ere* Scon after Mary 

took her Job in Chica of t a other Joined her arid a few months 

a</o t e brother was offered a secretary^ Job at one of t ie 
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¡^settlement aia tory of Mary 3 . 

Int. «ith Mary Sabusa wa 

Chicago XMCAa. The family now lives on the Southside seotion 

cr the oity in a transition area of Negro-white. 

Mary is very mush interested in raoa relati csas. Har 

major in school was in ernational relations and am minor ed 

in sooièèogy* the staff of the American Oouncil of Base 

relations is mixed racially and on a naiiénaìitjf basis. The 

recptioniat and most of the secretarial staff {PC,Begro with 

one or two Uisai gir a . The professions; staff has negro» 

Jewish, Japanese^Old meri oan^ groups represented. 

a 
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BSonomie loss survey In Chicago 

Int. with Mary Sabusawp 

As indicated earlier, Mary is handling the details of 

the econ mlc loss survey that the Aster loan Oounoll on Race 

auctions will sponsor in Chicago* 

The American Council on Race Relations in collaboration 

^Lth Joe Grant Masaoka and several other interested individuals 

sponored a sir liar survey on the West Coast« Results o f this 

survey are being tabulated and analysed in the West Coast 

office of the ACRE* The response to the West coast survey 

was meager but was better than earlier reports had indie ted. 

& ry is under the impression that some 400 responded to a 

thousand questionares• While this is not a good showing» It is 

better than the rumored response of 200 out of several thousand* 

tie group on the West Coast, however, feel that the survey was 

successful from two points of view* One was that it stinted 

up Interest and activity among outside groups with respect to 

economic losses of tne evacuees and the other was that 1% 

likewise aroused interest in the pending Claims Bill amongst 

the Japanese Americans. From a publicity point of view, the 

survey is held to have done much good* Agpsrsntiy* f̂ihe 

questlonares were sent to various civic organizations In twwns 

and cities on the vest Coast and volunteer interviewers went 

out among tne returned wvacuees* Some places had good response, 

others very ppor* This seems to be explainable in light of the 

fact tnat in many places the interviewers did not fully understand 
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ini* with Mary 3abusawa 

tie questlonare <-nd could not explain it to the evacuees* In 

some places Caacasion interviewers did the job and did net 

have interpreters with them* 

The Chicago Japanese American Council has agreed to 

do the basic work for the Chicago economic survey» the 

American Council on Race Relations will be the sponsor, will 

prepare the que stionares and will tabulate and analyse the 

results, Mary has been working with a committee of resettlers* 

As a result of aeveral meetings, the question re has been 

sli-htly changed, the local group felt that the Japanese 

translation was too stilted and classical and prepared a 

new Japans e translation* The local co mlttee also Is piaining 

to experiment with a system of serial numbers rather than names* 

some 
There was relucfcana* on part of West Coast resettlers to putting 

dtown their names* Various methods of getting response are 

under consideration for the Chicago roup want* if possible to 

get several thousand questionares fllie&eut* 

Mary herself feels that if the Claims Bill is passed this 

session of Congress there would little need for the economic 

survey since the AGRR interest was to gather data that could 

be used in support of this Claims Bill* If the Claims Bill is 
not passed» she feels it would be Important to do the survey* 

V ' 
Chicago 
July 31» 1946 
J* deYoung 
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Eeoncmii Loss survey In Chicago 

Int. with Mary iabusawa 

The local 0 lea o Ja-anese American Council feels it should 

1as don« Ivan if the Claims Bill is passed this session, The 

American Oouncil on Race Relations is willing to continue 

sponsorship even if the Bill is passed and the sur-ey should 

gat under way soon. 

If the survey can produoe several thousand responses, it will 

he quite valuable to the Study since such a nuiaber would 

represent a fair sample of the Chicago population. Information 

as to family heads» size of family» pre-cvaouatlon occupation, 

present occupation, estimate of annual income will listed In 

the Que stionare. 

Sample questio are attac ed: 

í i 1 N. 
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American Council on Race Relations deYoung 

Int. with June Elythe. Information Service Director 

The director of t e Information Service of the American 

Oouncil on Race Relations, June Blythe, had heard of the 

Resettlement Study through Mrs* £en Nishi, staff member of 

the ACRR and Mary Sabusawa who works in the Information section. 

June BIythe had asked to meet me and I arranged an appointment 

With her after a discussion with M. Sabusawa on the economic 

loss survey. 

June BIythe is an attractive blonde girl In her late 

twenties or early thirties, She has a.dominant personality, is 

very confident, and possesses a lot of drive. She stated very 

frankly that she was interested in finding out how the results 

of the Resettlement Study could be of use to the American 

Oouncil on Race Relations» Since the Council is primarily 

a propaganda agency, it is continually on the lookout for 

information on problems of minority groups. It attempts to 

solve such problems by publicity, by suggesting solutions, 

and by enlisting aid of agencies equipped to do particular 

jobs. 

After I explained the purpose of the Resettlement Study 

to her, she briefly outlined the ways in which tne Amer can 

Oouncil on Race Relations has dealt with the problems of the 

Japanese Amer cans during the past few ears. 
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Criticism of tf«*x local WRA office 

June Blytoe was quite critical of XX* the local WRA office 

for what she termed laxnees In contacting certain^Linportant 

organizations in the city« She mentioned specifically the 

CIO labor unions in this respect« She felt that there hai been 

little or no attempt at co-ordinating the work of tie various 

organic atJLons dealfcgg with Japanese Americans by te local WRA 

officials« txaxacx The WRA office has failed felt in 

not building up rapp»rt and explaining the problems of the 

Japanese A erleans to itbe agencies that should be responsible 

for such problems« Sit h If HA now closed, she indicated that 

these agencies especially social a encles not having had the 

proper indoctrination were falling domi on the job. To qyotei 

H I think it is shameful the way many of these agencies 
are slfcffing off the problems of the Japamese Americans 

here, I think your report when it comes out should be widely • 
circulated among these agencies for they certainly need to 

be told about work that should be done«" 

Rumor that Nisei are working as * scabs* • 

She reported that in one of the local electrical plants 

Nisei are tak&ns jobs as 1 scabs*« The ACEH is not actively 

involved in investigating such ruaors but try to pass on 

such infoncation to grouos that do so« Briefly, Nisei are 
To M 

said to be taking in this plant which is strongly CIO 

and where the CIO union has been fignting the management* She 

said she thinks Nisei are not aware when they take these Jobs 

that union affiliation is almost essential if they are to 

get along in the plant« Bad feeling is said to be resulting* 

This she felt was fault partly of WRA fnr n~t itiM 1<y1 r\ nt I'lmMi 
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for not explaining situation both to 010 unions and to 

representative Japansse groups» 

MHILlntereated in attitude studies 

. i Council on 
ine American Race Relations is very much interested in 

attitude studies and it was on this aspect that she offered 

many suggestions* Their interest is centered on the effect 

that contact of Japanese Americans with Cauoasions, egroes, 

and other mAnority groups has on prejudice. In Chicago she 

ffceis that attitudes of Japanese Americans towards Hegroes 

snd hespc attitudes toward Japanese Am er 5 cans Is a very 

Important factor to be considered. Since the AC RR does a 

gre t deal of work among the Negroes, it has developed 

some opinions about Kegro attitudes toward Japanese Americans* 

Kegro attitudes toward Japanese in Chicago 

In gener a it is 1B Id that the Megro group feel that the 

Japanese Am er ic a n e ^ t f ^ b e e n tre ted as "a pet" during the 

war years by various agencies and organ!sationa. They are 

in a racial sense 'colored1 as are Negsw but have been given 

preferential treatment« 

Japanese Americans socially are acceptable where Negroes 

are exolu ed» This jiot only holds occupationally for jobs but 

in all aspects of social life , in restaurants, night clubs, 

stores, employee relationships. The fact t at Japanese are 

not so rigidly segregated in residential areas is another 

eleu ent# 

3 
Chicago 
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int. with June Blythe, Inform. Service Director 

Kegro attitudes toward Japanese in Chicago* 

In GMiicago trie J anese Americans have been invading 

several ftegro-tfhite .transition areas. The main reason fior 

this .invasion is availability of housing ftfc the transition 

areas* Hence the Japanese have become competitors with the 

Negrds In these areas and some Megro groups feel Japanese are 

given preference Property values in ti ese transition areas 

have been going down and whites are not competing to t e same 

degree as the Negroes for space in thèse areas* Trese areas 

except for the totatly 'black1 belt are the only places 

open to Negroes. But since property owners wish to keep 

property value up as long aspossible, many prefer to take 

Orientals in preference to Negroes. There is some resentment 

in the Negro group toward the Japanese group because of this 

residential invasion. 

On the other hand there is a strong feeling of kXmhip* 

This has tended to be of various types. The treatment of 

the Japanese during ine evacuation period was strongly de-

nounced by œ^ny Negro groups. Also early in the war years 

before the U .S . was at war with Japan* there was some evidence 

of pride amongst Negroes at the success of the Japanese Army 

in the Far East. In a sense it was the old theme-*1 The colored 

races versus the whites'1 and the defeat of trie British and 

Dutch in the Far East was regarded as just by many Negroes. 

Any sympathy for Japan, however, vanished when the U .S . engaged 

in War with ^apan* 
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l i t w i t h June Blythe, Infona. Service Director 

Job discrimination 

According to June Blythe the AGRR some time ago prepared 

a very hasty survey on Job discrimination with respect to 

minority group vetermans* this survey was conducted in 

cities throughout the country and eons s ted of interviews 

with minority group veterans re their job hunting experiences 

and with USES Interviewers* Only a small sample was reached 

but a few treads could be discerned* 

It waa reported by this survey fehat In certain places 

USES was discriminating against Nisei veterans. According 

with hii?h lob oualifleations 
to this report final veterans jmnxi^xK&xx¡faubtifodbionxtKxxgixxacffn?*x£* 

I $ES* * iS i i s sent out by USES to lower qualification Jobs»> 

Example was cited of tr&fefted draftsmen being sent out on 

dishwashing Jobs* The survey made by ACRR merely indicated 

that this had happened in some places but since the survey 

waa so limited, it cannot be said that this type of discrimination 

is a .enera1 practise* Blythe indicated that the AGKK would 

be vitally interested In any Information on this type of 

discrimination that our study might dig up* 
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The Ghuroh Federation of Greater Ohioago which represents 

aost of the Protestant ohureh organisations of greater Ohio ago 

early in 19^3 became interested in «(panese American resettlement 

to 0h I f ago and felt they should organize to aid this resettlement'» 

accordingly, a new department was set up whioh was designated 

ss the United Ministry to Hesettlors« 

The first interest of this group was that of publicising 

the story of the Japanese Americans» Volunteer speakers, both 

Oauoasion and Kisei, made dozens of speeches in the city« Printed 

information was sent to churohss, to civic groups, and to 

newspapers» A welcoming service to newcomers to Ohiovo 

was organized. Volunteer workers met trains and calls were 

nade to evacuee homes» Employment and housing service, wedding, 

burial, and funereal service arrangements, educational aid, 

legal sponsorship of parolees, were other forms of asaistance 

%iven to evacuees* 

To provide this type f service, the United Ministry to 

Riaettlers was set up as a separare section within the Church 

fédération of Oreater Ohio^go» ki&ht Protestant denominations 

supplied Oauoasion and resettler workers on a lend-lease basis« 

the past three years 24 individuals have been assigned to this 

organization for periods ranging from six months to three years* 
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ôaueasion church activities (Protestant) 

United Ministry to Hesettlers 

the various denominations provided tne personnel. The 

budget far office expense » including secretarial assistance, 

ms ¿ret by voluntary contributions from the denominations and 

individuals* 

This United Ministry to Hesettlers organisation has served 

ss a coordinating center for the Protestant church activities 

Concerned with t 

tie resetters« 

The office of this organization la in the Chicago Temple 

Building in the main office of the Church Federation of re a ter Chicago* The staff at present consists oft 

Executive Secretary * Mr. Roy Smith 

Methodist Church 

Stafft Rev. Carl Kugefet 

Evangelical & Heformed Church 

Rev. George Hlshlmoto 
Evangelical à Reformed Church 

Off . Secretary Miss Ayako Morita 

Other associate workers are : 

Armitage Aae. Methodist Church Japanese Church of Christ 
Rev* Sam Takagishl Rev. Sumio Koga 

Rev. Andrew X. Cyama 
First Baptist Church Rev. Kohei Takeda 
Rev. Jitauo Morlkawa 
Miss Kayo Asai 

First Chinch of tue Brethren Kisel Christian Fellowship 
Rev. Benton Rhodes Mr. John Miyake 

First Presbyterian Church Triple 1 Club 
Mr. Arthur Kamitsuka Mr* Kenji Nakane 



Caucasion church activl ies(Protestant) 

United Minia try to ;esefctlers 

Uotet the work of each of these churches and individuals will 
be xuaxdttix desctibed In separate reports* 

In April 19^5 the United Ministry sponsored a survey %dt 

determine the extent of resettler part clpation in church 

activities* Questional*** were «rent to 1350 ohurches* 

Result of survey indicated that resettlers were conrected 

H t h 100 churches in Greater Ch&cago* This was in addition 

to the separate Japanese churches* A detailed report on 

this church survey will be made later* 

I resent work of tne nlted ministry to Resettlers 1 , 

In addition to continuing on a reduced scale the 

services described abovef the UMRhas two big projects 

planned for tne near future* 

Bifth ^school rally 

' in collaboration with the various churches a high school 

rally for Nisei of nigh school age in the city is being 

planned* Purpose is to help these teen age Nisei establish 

contacts wit a tne youth of their neighborhood churches* As many 

Hisei of teen age as possible will be oontaxct ed and invited 

to attend this rally*. The rally is to be followed up by 

activities which will stem from the local ohurches* This rally 
« 

is still In planning.stage at present* 

House to house canvass of resettlers: 
Refer to separate field report on this proposed canvaai 

3 
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f*» Kile of Ohioago Hesettler addresses* 

Proposed house to ho use canvass* 

On Wednesday, August 31st, I stopped at the office of tbe 

tSSMilS Federation of Greater Ohio ago to see Rev. Nugent who 

has bean one of the active church worker« in Chicago on resettle-

ment problems» Rev» Kugent had not returned from his vacation 
) 

although he was expected the later part of the week» The month 

of July and August is xaaxi* the slack season for most church 

group* and the entire staff of the United Ministry to Resettlers 

was 

xaxa either on vacation or gone for a few days» The executive 

secretary was not due baok until September* The office secretary, 

a&ss Ayako Morita was in charge of the office. She also has 

charge of the resettler files and she was Interviewed to find 

out what type of information the church group hai available» 

Reaettler File 

The United Ministry to Hasettlers has a name and address 

file of approximately 14,000 resettlers» This record was 

transposed fro« Chicago WRA office flift* The Chioa o WRA 

file was a card file which gave name, address, time of arrival 

In Chicago, former place of residence, center, age, sex, marital 

status, Job experience and Job referrals in Chicago» This f l | f 

was sent to Washington when the local m\ office closed» It 

represented only about half of the resettlers in Chicago and 

made no attempt to keep track: of change of address» Since it 

had been started early in 1943, its accuracy had decreased 

by tremendous percent» At trie time of the cloain of WRA 

it did represent the larg st list of names and addresses 
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of resettlers available» According to Miss Morita the 

Ohuroii Federation asked for the W?H file but was unable to 

obta n it since it was government property and had to be 

shipped to Washington* They, then» asked for permission 

to transcribe the names and addresses* This permission was 

granted by the local W" A office except that information on 

Jobs, previous salary earned, Job referrals in Chicago 

ma regarded as confidential and this Information was not to 

be tafeen down* 

The Church Federation transposed dn 1 rge size ledger 

Sheets the fo&lctlng information; name, address In Chicago, 

sex, marital status, center* date of departure from center» and 

previous residence* 

As the file stood» it was not too valuable since it was 

incomplete and very inaccurate« The group decided to attempt 

to check the accuracy of the names and addresses by putting 

on a house-to-house survey with the aid of church organ! atlone» 

It was realised that this would not provide a complete list, but 

it would weed out people who had moved from address given on 

f am 11 ies 

their cards and also add new km&k that might have moved to 

tnese addresses« The file *?hen checked would still oe 

only partial probably not even 50^ of the total in Oh cago, 

but it would have the advantage of being fairly correct for 

the group it did represent* 

The fifflce staff is now enga ed in transposing the 

information on the ledger sheets to street name and number cards• 
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Cards are filed by street and number* A card will be made for 

8^0 N. Clark St. The individual, fami y group, or families 

living at this address will lie listed on this particular card* 

Some cards may have as many' as 20 individuals or five or six 
-..I'.-. -•'. 

family groups at one address* The file when completed will 

not be alphabetical but will be by street and location* These 

cards will then be divided into community areas and turned 

over to the church organisation in feeIfifc particular area* 

Volunteer church workers will then call at the addresses to 

check whether the individual or family still Uvea there or 

Whether any new people have moved*in* If tne interviewer 

bears of new families who live on same 3 r et but for whom 

no oard is filed, fckeje he will add such a family to his file* 

The primary purpose of the survey is basically a religious 

one»that is to present to the resettlers an appeal of church 

in the areas to them* It will be non-sectarian in the sense 

that calls will be made on everyone in an area r gardless of 

whether they are Christian or Buddhist* The Christiana, however, 

will be invited to attend church if they are not doing so* 

In two small community areas on the South Side this iStrhod 

of oanv ssinr is being tried out* It has Just gotten underway 

and no thin; in known o results. If this trial proves successful, 

an.overall canvas« will be started in September when the church 

organ zations begin active work again* The canvass will not 

be completed until late September or even October* 
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Miss Ayako Morlta, office secretary for the United 

Ministry to Resettle»» is rather typical of a certain type 

of young, unmarried, Nisei gfctl who came to Chicago in the 

early days of re e St lenient. A short sketch of her resettlement 

history is given for that reason» 

Ayako Morita is a young Hisei girl in her middle twenties* 

She lived with her family in Seattle before evacuation. The 

family was evacuated to Puyallup Center and eventually sent 

to ¥inldoka Relocation Center. There Ayako became secretary 

to one of the top administrative officers* She held this Job 

for five or six months and then decided to relocate to Chicago» 

through *ka her church Sllllliii4mnsh@ was placed In Chicago 

and eventually secured a Job with the Departmentof Interior 

ItL Chicago. the family, however, remained in the center although 

an older married brother relocated a year or so later to 

Chicago* With the opening of the West Coast, the mother and 

father returned to Seattle» 

Several months ago Ayako left the Dept. of Interior an3 

too* the Job of being office secretary for the United Ministry 

group. Like man^ young, sing&e Nisei/ girls whe has been 

active in local church work and much o her social life revolves 

around church activities» She ia one of the lisei leaders in 

one of the Japanese Christian churches in the city* Through 

her ehuron affiliation she met her flanoe,afeaxxa« a young accountant, 
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who is also one of the active onuroh workers# They are to 

be married soon and are planning to remain permanently in 

Chlatfo« 
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Attitude of Nisei towafcd Labor Unions 

Int* with Harry Mayeda 

Harry Mayeda is a y o n Nisei who works in toe Person el 

Department of 0 rtlss Candy Co* He is president of the 

Chicago ftesettlers* Committee and has been one of the most 

active workers on resettlement problems in Chicago» Prior to 

the war, he did secretarial work for an Bast, Bay laundry 

association and had contacts with laundry unions on the West 

Coast* At Tuie Lake he was an active worker in the Com unity 

Activities Section and later took a prominent role in Community 

Cbuncil affairs, artlculArily labor pr&bleas. lie relocated 

In 19*3* 

(Note x Additional information on Harry M* is found in Curtiss 
Co. report, July 26, 1946) 

Attitude toward Labor union«? 

On July 31, IS-46, I ran across a rumor to the ef «ct that 

Nisei were working as * scabs9 in a local M**X2BX electrical 

factory which was strongly CIO organised. Since Harry M. 

has been working closely with resettlement problems and 

is interests! in labor problems, I checked with him to 

see whether t ere was any basis . or this ruaior. Mis story 

was as follow** 

When the Chicago Resettlement Committee was being organized 

an attempt was made to get all import nt or aniaat ons and 

groups In t- e city represented on the Advisory Board. Labor 

union representation was thought very important and the 

executive secretary, v;r. Mann, of CIO was asked to be on 

the Advisory Board. Several weeks went by after this invitation 
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was issued without response fro» the CIO executive secretary« 

All the other organisations and groupa had accepted by this time* 

lien one day, Mr« Mann called the Chicago fas ttlers* Committee 

and asked for more information on the proposed ti&taeu Board* 

He said that he was not very wall informed on the Japané sa 

Anerlcan que at! en* and wanted additional information before 

staking a decision* ieveral of the Resettlers * Committee members, 

including Mayeda, visited him and explained the purpose of the 

Committee *a*kxa twjtttdxtax îhay found him extremely uninformed 

op Japanese Americ an problems* 

gqt< > This lack of information on the CIO executive secretary's 
part is what Miss June Blytha of American Council of Race 
Relations was referring to when she severely oritlaized.the local 
WRA off ici ils for not having made contacts with thftae Important 
labor officials* Her criticism revolved around the fact that 

little or no groundwork had been laid by WRA officials with suoh 
organizations* Whether her criticism Is valid h&a to be checks d , 
bu^Hl» significant that as late as January, 19^5, suoh an 
Important union official as executive secretary of Chicago 010 
was xxaextaia still pretty much in the dirk with respect to 
Japanese Americans* 

At this meeting it became apparent that Mr* tann al so en-

tertalned certain ideas about Japanese Americans' attitude 

toward labor unions* ha wanted to know why His el were so 

reluctant to join 010 unions *nd cited as example the case of 

local ectrlcal pààfct which had a strong G10 union which was 

working u&rd for better working condltons and higher pay* 

A fairly large number of Nisei were working at this plant and 

ethers were being hired* According to Mann, they were not Interested 

cr would not Join the local CIO union* He wanted to know the 

treason for this for he claimed it was bound to create bad 

i 
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feeling among the other workers. The Caucaslon workers ware 

practically all CIO members and d dnftt understand why the Nisei 

kiis particualr shop union that led to rumors of Nisei being 

'seaias'* This same reluctance to join certain local unions 

ixxx apparently has croppod up in other plants. The charge of 

being 'scabs1 is not meant so much in the sense of crossly 

picket lines but rather in sens© of ret sins to join sh6p unions 

which have strong membership in certain local plants* 

The delegates from the Hesettlers1 Committee invited Mr. 

Mann to attend an executive board meeting of the Cormittee 

to discuss this problem. At this board meeting the reset tier 

members attempted to give hi« an explanation as to why Hisel 

md ¿ssei were at tices reluctant to join unions» Two main 

reasons reveal the anawar» There are minor factors but these 

two probably are the most Important« 

1* Labor unions on the West Coast prior to evacuation were not 

in the habit of asking Japanese Americans to Join their unions. 

Ihere was widespread discrimination* Except for cannery locals 

in the Northwest and lauwlry locals in California, trie re was not 

much Japanese participation in union activities* Hence there 

was 11 tie or no union experience on the part of the Japanese 

Americans. 

2* Japanese Issei employers had long either ir&lreotly or 

• s e i employees to join unions. Union membership on 

wouddn't join and didn't like it * 

against union participation* They did not want their 



Attitude of Nisei toward labor union« 
finis 

Xnt* with Harry Mayeda 

4 
Ohioago 
August 2 , 194-6 
J . deYoung 

part of Japanese easployses would have ©cant t at Japanese 

«aployers would have had to meet union regulations with respect 

to working hoirs anl wage scales« this factor was important 

for the majority of Japanese oper ted businesses was of a 

service type and was family operated or had almost completely 

Japane?e help« Hours of work were lo$g and the wage scale 

was lower than t&at of the prevailing scale at the time* 

Japanese employers were e rtain that if they had to pay 

prevailing wages» they could not compete with big Caucaslon 

outfits* This was probably true. In any event they in-

doctrinated their Isssl and Nisei employees with the idea that 

unions were bed in the sense that they were drying to drive 

Japanese business out of existence. The large Cauoasion 

outfits were interested in cutting out their thousandsof 

Japan* se competitors and pus ed unionisation* This was 

the belief of nany Japanese business men* The Japanese 

employers then said in effect that if Japanese Joined unions 

tiey would hurting themselves, Japanese business would be 

forced out and since Occasion busMass dlscrimlna ed against 

Jspanese workers, the Japanese wouldn*t be able to et jojs 

anywhere• This line of reasoMng which was bolstered by 

the discriminatory practises of Cauoasion firms and unions 

on the w®st Coast made sense to many Nisei and especially 

to Isoel* 

Xn short Japanese Americans have had little or no 

past experience with unions and do not understand the 

union setup« What needs to be done is an educational program 
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Attitude of nisei toward laoor unions 

lot* with Harry Mayeda 

on part of the unions here* • 

Note; The above report represents the ideas of the Chicago 

Resettlers' Committee ex ctitdve board which is composed of 

14s ei and Is sel* The board represents somewhat of a oross-

section of tae Japanese population and reflects the opinions 

of the group* 

There are, however, many Nisei members of unions in 

Chicago* A survey made by the WRA office revealed a surprisingly 

large representation in various unions throughout tie city* (This 

survey will be reported on later*) 
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there Is some indication that the report of the 

American Council on Halations to the effect that Nisei 

vttersns are being di scrlmln ted against Is trt* * However, 

the ACRH report was that the USES Is the discriminating 

agency» 

According to one f the Chicago fiesettlers Committee 

a esse 

officers» Wise! veterans have been coming to the Resettlers 

Committee for help in finding jobs and with the story that 

IEE3 can't place them in the Jobs they want» 

The U3£S here in Chicago has on its staff a Nisei 

interviewer ana*seoond hand report from her from harry 

ifeyeda who knows her well indicates that there is some 

discrimination. According to H* Mayeda this Nisei interviewer 

reports that the looal OSES has bean having trouble with 

auployers over placing Nisei veterans In certain Joos for 

fill eh the Nisei veteran has training» It appears that 

many employers have set up a system of priorities* First 

choice of Jobs go to their own returning veterans» This 

Is according to regulations • However, it is reported that 

Cauoaslon veterans are then given 1st choice» Caucasien non* 

veteran applicants second choice and minority group veterans 

sre the last to be considered* Thus if choice has to be made 

between Cauoaslon either veteran and non-veter?m and a 

minorlty group veteran all with same quallfiaatlons , the minority 

veteran is always the last to be considered* 
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** Is reported that OSES is thus having difficulty In 

getting employers to accept nisei 01 's for certain types 

of Jobs. As a result the ftisel §1*a have to be referred to 

low qualification jobs for which there is not so much 

competlt ion* 

This report is significant especla ly if it is the beginning 

of a trend. A check will be made with the Chicago Resettlers 

Committee to get numbers of Hisei veterans who come to them 

after USES is unable to help them and to get their stories 

of what sort of jobs USES refers them to and under what 

circumstances « A further check will be m *de with the USES 

office and with the Misel interviewer of ifne of the U3KS 

Offices to get the story from the other end» 
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Ifclifornians Enterprise 

Int. with Jo« $* Komakâ 

Kalifornlans Enterprise Is the Nisei promoting agency that 

is engaged in preparing a name directory of the resettler^in 

Chicago* The agency does not have a regular office tout uses 

the home of Joe Komakl as headquarters« Since bot he members of 

the agency are out a large proportion of the time, it was very 

difficult to arrange ajaeeting to discuss the directory. A 

lunch meeting was finally arranged on August â, with Joe 

Komakl* 

Joe T . Komakl is a young lisel of about 30 years* He was 

married during the war and has a small oh 114* He lives on the 

itorth Side(mucn farther north thaA section known as Haar North Si le) 

ife the top flat of a two story flat building* 

Komakl is very aggressive and Is considered the 'brain*1 

of the combination that runs Kalifornlans En ter pr mi se. It is 

said that he supplies the drive behind the agency* 

ftp tory of Kallfornians t 

In partnership with Tom Okabe still his present partner 

Komakl formed a promoting agency in 1937 in Los Angftèea* They 

called themselves the ^Ingoing* and sponsored d noe entertainments 

on a commercial basis. Thé* agency, however, was a part-time 

affair and both partners worked at other jo be* Komakl worked 

for trie LA Nlahlbei (business and directory yearbook) where he 

solicited ads from Japanese businessmen* < 

The dances the 'Kingpins1 sponsored were very successful* 

They were held at the big hotels and featured big name bands* 
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History of Kalifornlaas 

Since frost of the social affairs of Japanese clubs ani 

usually ft 
organizations were small, were held in church h a l l s ^ a d 

small unknown orchestras, the elaborate affairs of the 'Kingpins1 

i 
drew large crowds of Misel* 

The Kingpins were so successful that they began to be 

considered serious competitors by various Nisei clubs and 

organizations* Since these organization ran on a non-profit 

basis, they could not compete with the Kingpins in type of 

entertainment thjy offered Nisei* According to Komaki these 

organizations began to 'buok the Kingpins1 * Members of these 

organizations ere urged not to attend Xsiti Kingpin danoes at 

the expense of the regular Japanese club social affairs. Since 

many of the Kingpin affairs coincided with social affairs given 

by Mlsei organizations this was an important element. Komaki 

says that one of the last bi 5 dances given by Kingpins before 

evacuation coincided with social affair of several Nisei roups. 

These groups put on a campaign to get their memfe&es to attend 

their organization affair^ rat &r than tne Kingpins. They were 

successful and Komaki said that in spite of the fact that toejr 

King ins had scheduled the affair in one of the well-known 

Los Angeles bailrooajand had a big name orchestra, they lost 

money on the dance. Komaki admits frankly that the disapproval 

ct tn se Nisei organizations was based primarily on the fact that 

the Kingpins were strictly a commercial outfit and wX% none of 

ftlsei money spent went into Uisei organization funds. 
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History of Kaliforniens 

Komaki el aims though that some Nisei approved of the 

J&QBBia at leapt to hold Nisei soeial affairs on a big 

scale and in places whei^Hisei usually did not frequent. 

m says Toga Tanaka, then Eng iah Editor of one of the 

Japanese langsaage newspapers in Los Angeles supported them 

md gave them several write ups in his paper. 

When war with Japan broke and evacuation began to loo» 

as a^ertainty, Xomaki decided to leave the West Coast. At 

«als time he had only his father as dependent arc! say at 

* I decided to leave California before they evacuated us. 
I had only my Äther to take care of then9 so I piled all ourmm 
stuff in my ear and with my father went to Denver." 

&omaki was one of the earliest of the voluntary evacuees. 

In Denver he was Joined by his partner, Oka be and they both 

secured Jobs in the Denver pes toff ice. They continued their 

promoting agency here but changed their name to »Kalif or nlanp* 

A siseable group of resettlers were in Denver at this 

time and within a year or so of opening of relocation, ft 

became one of the popular places of resettlement. Thouaarsis 

of young $isei flocked here. 

Eomaki says that his dances were very popular. He is 

proud of the fact fchat these dances ware the first attempt at 

breaking down discrimination in Denver, He sayst 

"The first dance we had in Denver was held on the outskirts 
of town in a place that wasn't much better than a cow barn, 
there was q.ite a bit of discrimination in the early days in 
Denver against the Japanese and they couldn't get into the 
downtown places. Our outfit really broke that. We finally 
were giving dances at the Cosmopolitan (one of Denver's biggest 
hotels) and at the Rainbow Room(a swanky Denver ballroom). 
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tit* vith Joe Komaki 

History of Kallforniana • 

&o»akl several years ago decided to come to Chicago and 

took a Job in a defense plant here« While he did not say ao 

directly he implied that this aove to Ohloago was patly to 

keep from being drafted* When asked If he had worked in Chicago 

obtslde of Kallfornlans Enterprise he said* 

** worked in a defense plant for a couple of years* It was 
either that or be drafted0 • 

Komaki married during the war and is now the father of 

cne child and Is draft exempt probably axxJEbctaxx for dependency 

reasons* 

g§ g f t m w , t 

The first activity of the Kalifornlan group was that of 

promoting dance entertainments• These affairs were held at 

the big hotels and big name orchestras were hired* They 

gambled on the Bisei turning out for these expensive affair s(us usl 

admission was aroundP &3.O0 per couple)* These f¿fairs were 

successful from the very start* They were mannerly and well 

organized axrt hotels began to regard the Kallfornlan sponsored 

dances as good business* Komakl says that they always have an 

officer at their dances and they keep very good order* le Is 

proud of the fact that their dances do not have drunks or fights* 

On the average the Kallf * Ent* put up between $500 to $600 

for one of t ese dances* At SL charge of |3»00 to |3#50 per 

couplev however9 they have made big returns* These tf If air a are 

always strictly a business ¿aafcle since they do not sell tickets 

in advance and do not know until the night of the d<mee «h ether 

they will make or lose money* The attendance is almost entiielv 
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¿stivities of Kalif * Ent* In Chicago 

oouples henoe potential trouble of stag line found at other 

Hisel danees here It lacking* 

Last big dance the Kalif« sponsored here vaa first week 

In July and was to be in honor of Ft* Snelling boys whe 

sere being transferred to the West Coast* However, the main 

\ 

group was moved out one week earlier than anticipated and 

Wille dance was financial success* it was a disappointment 

>^tfithe Hisel Qi 's who had.expected to be guests of honor• 

In addition to promoting dances the Kaliforniens also 

rrtm e few . jawiiii» ijfcßy handled orders for busi ne s cards, 

stationary, se sonai greeting cards, incosre tax service and 

wire also Chicago distributors ßör the Utah Food è Chemical 

Company* 

kwMmß 

Early in 19^5 Komakl began tnlnklng about putting out a 

business directory here* A small folder that had about 25 

or 30 adS of Japanese buslness®^as issued* Then plans were 

a ad e to issue a r«gulkr business directory* This was the 

Chic go Hi Bel Business Directory«, ^ 5 page directory listi g 

ads for some 260 Japanese operated and owned business enterpriaee 

in Ch&Aago* This was released In October 194$ and was sold for 

50 oents a copy* Various Ja anese stores in parts of the city 

handled them on a commission basis* (15 cents per copy sold) 

copies 

Komakl claims tha about 7#000 of this business directory 

have been distributed* One of the Chicago columnists,Keith 

Wheeler, ran a column on the directory an: Japane e Amer cans 

9 
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in the city in one of the local newspapers In Hay, 1946« 

The directory was called fNisei* because war was still on 

itien It was issued and-he Kallfornlans did not feel It good 

o stress 'Japanese*at this time* A few of the ¿sfel business 

men felt that this roe ant only Nisei business should be listed 

but it was explained to them that this term was merely felng 

used f6r publicity purposes» 

The success of this business directory led to the planning 

cf the present name directory or Japanese American yearbook; 

<br Chicago* This was planned as a one year project and both 

ftasttkl and Okabe are devoting full time to it* This directory 

la to be on the order of the pre-war West Coast Japanese 

yearbooks* It will be lavishly illustrated with photographs, 

will Hist over 300 Japanese operated businesses and will 

have a name and address directory« It is to be called the 

'Chicago Japanese American Yearbook for 1946-47* will be about 

250 pages In length, will have several hundred Illustrations, 

and a name and address list of approximately 18',000 to 20,000 

re settlers In Chicago* 

The Kallf* group claims to have about 16,000 names already 

g*$kered and hope to have frcm 1 / 0 0 to 2 to00 more before the 

book goes to press* Cat ering of ads and names Is still in 

process and will continue for another month* The yearbook 

Is not expected to be out until sometime in September* 

fisting of names In yearbook 

Thousands of circulars were sent out to reaettlers or 
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distributed through Japanese stores and other businesses« The 

book will oost a|l«00 but this does not mean that those not 

ordering book in advance will not be listed* Xkx AS large a 

list as possible is being attempted and resettler address files 

cf the church organisations* clubs, resettler committee* and 

other groups are being used* 

be 

Komaki admits frankly that the directory will not too accurate 

aid says that if 70$ accuracy will be aohi ved they will be 

doing good. Family heads will be listed but if there are 

several adults also in family, they also will be listed« In 

general, however* saall ehildren and adolescents will not be 

Included* Many of the names have been taken from hotel and 

looming house ledge as and there Is no check being nade to see 

if these people are still at that a dress or in the city* these 

names and addre ses have been collected since last January and 

it is known tha the turnover In addressee since that time is 

traaenedous here in Ohlcage* Komakl says« 

We know that many of these individuals have moved to other 
Parts of the city or out of town but we have not been checking 

as this* We will be inaccurate to a large extent anyway«. Every 
directory has that problam* There will also be names repeated, 

for example* If we glnd a John Ando on S . Drexel(3outh Side) 
and another John Andotn H* 01ark{North Side) we assume that iiese 
are two separate individuals» but they could be saree person 
who moved from North Side to South side.aaxxtaaxxewaaxx But 

m feel that fc&en if the addresses won't be too correct they will 
give people leada as to where to locate friends. Hostpeople leave 
forwarding addresses and even if an addreBS in the directory 
isnot correct sose lead will be given* 
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The file set up by the lallf* Enterprise for the name directory 

tons1st« at present of a oard file listing people not al**abetically 

street* &ach str et where Japanese tend to be concentrated 

ftis been canvassed by the workers. This canvass has consisted 

c€ checking with rooaing house and apartment house owners and 

perators asto numbers of Japanes^llvl ig In their places and 

t m m * names* Komaki says that the directory thus will largely 

represent individuals who live in these areas of concentration. 

About S<# representation of the total Japanese population is 

anticipated* Representation of *xx**xa*cx indivldAUs living 

iax*&xx areas throughout the city tfceae there are few Japanese 
advance 

will cme through various mailing lists or subscriptions to 

the fiearfeooiu 

When the file is clo sed which will be in another month t 

the names will be put in alphabetical order for listing in 

the directory* 

Features of the directory f 

The big feature of the yearbook will be the illustrated 

ads of which several hundred already have been sold* This 

is the big money making feature and aprox* 250 of such 

adfwill be in the book* The photographs will be of hotels. 

apt* houses» restaurants an other business enterprises. The 

book will differ fro® pre-war yearbook in that there will not 

be photographs of individuals or of family groups* The 

book is to be dedicated to the pre-war Japanese pioneersin 

Chicago* Komakl says that the pre-war west Coast yearbooks 
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Chicago name directory 

bad an elaborate section of individual and family photographs 

representing the well-to-do and upper class Japanese, Thefcr 

book is envisioned as be ng more representative and they are 

not trying to have photographs only of the prominent business* 

establishments but of all no matter how small. Komakl says that 

the old pre-war yearbook*: would have frowned on printing 

£ho to graphs of small restaurants wnieh showed Negro trade but 

since this is a big item in^businesa success here in Chicago, the 

Chicago yearbook is trying to get an overall representation. 

Since they are strictly a commercial agency, any ai^s^being 

accepted • 

fka Komakl claims that the business directory will be 

almost 95% complete for they have convassed every Japanese 

owned and operated business in the city and even if the 

business does not t ike a paM ad in the book, ttuqr it will still 

be listed in the directory section« 

Komakl feels that Chicago will be the center of Japanese 

business and setttlement in the U.S. In his opinion there is more 

cpportunity here for both Issei and Nisei wfctefcther they are professional 

bisiness or employee workers. There is less prejudice and discrimination 

here, work opportuAAlies are better than anything in t ie past or 

present on the coast* 
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On Tuesday afternoon I ran aoross a Kibei segregant who 

has recently relocated to Ohioa o* While his present pre-

flleaiaent is somewhat unique» in background and attitude toward 

the u».8» during the war years, he is fairly topical of a small 

group of &ibei boys whe renounced their U*3. citizenship* 

I had stopped at the local JAGL office to pick up some 

newspapers« Mas Satow, t.»e Midwest rep re a en tative, a ad not 

return d fro a weekend |rip and Dr• xatabe was in tha office* 

He was talking to a young Nisei when I arrived and called me 

in add introduced me to tne Nisei* He then asked me the 

address of Tom Clark, the attorney-general in Washington and 

explained why he wanted it* 

The young ftiseijit dev lopedrwas a Kibei segregant who 

had recently received notice from his old Los Angeles draft 

board to report for a pre-induct ion physical. Trie Kibei who 

renounced his U.S. citizenship felt that he was no longer 

subject to U.S. draft lawa and had come in to ask for help in 

writing a letter to the Los Angeles draft board* 

The fUsei^was slightly built young fellow ait 28 years of 
. V -

age. His English was good fcut accent gave fact away that ue 

was Kibei* He hsd been at Tule Lake where he had renounced 

his U.3, citizenship. Before leaving Tuie lake he had receeved 

a letter from Attorney aener 1 Clark listing him officially 

as enemy alien and giving him an alien registration numbfcr. 

- He had gone b ok to L.A* but had not found it to his liking 

so he had recently come to Chicago where he had friends* He 

intended to look far a job here in the commercial art line 
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i n which he was t r a i n e d * A few days ago he r e c e i v e d a n o t i c e 

from his old L . A . d r a f t board to report f o r a pre-induction 

g i y s i c a l . Pr ior to the end of the war h i s d r a f t c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

/ 

bad been 4-0 l i k e many other N i s e i , R e c e n t l y , however, t h i s 

al ien c l a s s i f i c a t i o n was removed from a l l N i s e i . The L . A , d r a f t 

board had been informed bfiore he l e f t T u l e Lake Center of 

his r e n u n c i a t i o n and his new status of enemy a l i e n . Apparently , 

however, the d r a f t board d i d not know i n what Category to p lace 

him or had not f i l e d record of the new status* The toan 

w r y d e f i n i t e l y d i d not want to be d r a f t e d . He admitted quite 

. . f r a n k l y that h i s r e n u n c i a t i o n was l a r g e l y because he d i d not 

sant to serve i n the array during the war y e a r s . Ke f e l t now 

that his l e g a l status of ehemy a l i e n put him outs ide the j u r i s d i c t i o n 

of t h e L* A . d r a f t b o a r d . He had come to the J ACL o f f i c e 

to ask help in d r a f t i n g a l e t t e r to th is e f f e c t to t i e I . A * 

s e l e c t i v e service b o a r d . D r . Yatsbe helped him d r a f t 3uoh a 

letter and also one to the attorney g e n e r a l asking f o r o f f i c i a l 

n o t i f i c a t i o n that could be sent to s e l e c t i v e s e r v i c e . 

This case In some r e s p e c t s repre ©nts the f e e l i n g s and 

a t t i t u d e s of a small number of Klbel who renounced t h e i r U . 3 t 

c i t i zenship* 

Th is p a r t i c u l a r i n d i v i d u a l had a great deal of h i s e d u c a t i o n 

i n Japan and i n act ions and thought fo l lows t e pattern that 

has 

been descr ibed as ' K l b s i s 1 • I n short a-1 though an American 

c i t i z e n , he has leaned more towards Ja a n e s e c u l t u r e . He t a l k e d 

vagui&y of I s s a l pressure I n t e canter which forced him to r nounee 
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bis U.3« oitizensuip. At the same time he talked of injustice 

If evacuation and how the evacuation proved that U.S. citizen-* 

ihip didn't mean anything and that he was not going to serve 

in the^ifiy during the war under such circumstances. 

Set the man has no plans of returning to Japan for his 

future« HAS family doesn't not intend to return. He thinks 

in terms of going on with his career here. But this he wants 

to do as an enemy alien. It was quite obvious that he was 

•cared to death of being drafted* The fact that by beir^ 

drafted he might possibly be able to regain his U.S. citizen 

ship some day meant nothing to him. From the little he 

said about his life in Japan, there was some evidence that he 

had left Japan some years before the war to escape conscription 

over there• 

In some respects he is a man without a country. He wants 

to be legally Japanese,« yet doesn't want to go to Japan, t* 

apparently he had difficulty finding a job on the West Coast 

fbr he. talked about discrimination and better opportunities 

in Chicago. Unlike many of his fellow renunciants, however, 

he as yet does not regret giving up his U .S. citizenship. 

tltad| of Nisei toward such gfe^repantft i 

Family pressure during tue war years was in a great 

msasjre responsible far many Nisei becoming renunciants* This 

was especially so when the facally planned on returning to 

Japan and the Klsel felt obliged to go with them« 11th trie 

end o the war, many of this segregant group have changed taeir 

minds ani want to stay in this country. Many of them will do so 
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this now puts trio Nisei renunciant in a peculiar position of 

having been born and brought up in this country yet suddenly 

having become an enemy alien« The ones that now plan on 

staying here are subject to various types of criticism by 

the larger Ms-el group. 

One young Nisei veteran felt this way; 

"They ought to gather up all the renunciants and ship them 
back to Japan whether they want to go or not. They had a 
Chance to ma ;e up tr;eir minds and did so, &ow they want to 
back out &g?.in, Their actions put blame on the rest of us* 
e are peaalized because If them* The Cairns Sill oppos ti on 

in tli® House was partly because of this group* Ship them all 
tack to Japan-that^a w ere they belong* Then w© can say to 
any ©itio t •ail the renunddants were sent to Japan, A lot of /r 
U3 want our parents who have been here 30 or 40 years to 
get 0*3, citizenship* Because we fought for the U*3# someday 

we sight be able to get such a bill pasoed and we d 
iave a much better chance it the segregant group was all 
cleared out of this country,'1 

lha new Midwest J AOL represent tive who learned of the Kibei 
segregant's vlsixt xk*xxte«xx*t&URxa&x expressed somewhat the 

same opinion as above except that he did not go as far as to 

suggest that all oegr gants to shipped b?ck to Japan. He pointed 

out, however, thst such oases as described above weakened the 

bit tie that such groups like J HQ I, were trying to fight. 

CLQZZT^ 
suppose some day we get a law pa seed giving citizenship 

rights to Japanese alle^na here, oases like t!:;•..- fellow abo\e 
will be • ligibla %oo* I can Just hemr some oongreasmen ranting 

about such a person^who gave up citizenship during war and then 
during peace waftt/^fcQ^geJI^ t back.* 

^ m 
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A check wtas made on August 1946 with the executive 

secretary of the Chicago lesettlere Committee on the report 

that IIeeì veterane were meeting job discrimination in Chi ago* 

The report had indicated t at Nisei veterans were not being 

referred to Jobs for waioh %kivy could qualify at tne USESf 

snd that these veterans were then asking help from the Chicago 

rCsettlers1 Committee's job referral setup* 

According to Coricy Kawasaki, the exectotive secretary, a 

fair number of &isei ex-3Ia were coming to hi a for Job help» 

It was also true that some ¿jad not been auooeasful at tue Ü3E2 « 

impression was Uiat this was not the result of open discrimination 

«gainst the ¿il sei Gì but rat her a combination of factors* Most 

of the I! ite i Gis have had very limited work experience even though 

most employers this academic training does not take trie place of 

type of Job by reason of training might not be sax considered 

ttallf1 el by the u: 3 or by th- employer• They are referred 

to lower grade Jobs* Soroe consider this discrimination« Others 

anticipate disorimination because of past experience on the est 

Coast* A Job referral ty U3£3 is somewhat of'a shot in tho dark1 

for t.e applicant* Ti.e employer usually la not aware that the 

appllc nt is fcioei until he arrives in person for an interview* 

If trie employer does not know anything bout Japanese Amerleanet or 

jbs prejud seedjthere le a en slice that the Nisei applicant will be 

Ifrejr might possess academic training In certain fields. To most 
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On the ot h<ar hand all the Job referrals at the Chisago 

Re set tiers Committee are selected* The ea.pi.cyer who contaots 

the Commit toe specifically or Japanese O r l e a n s * kanj 

of the Qls who have been out of the stream of economic life 

^refer to take S H ^ a Job under such circumstances* C . Kawasaki 

' fzvia that Uils is one of the a.«An reasons why many OIs are 

coming to him for Job help* The Resettles Committee also 

has been able to place CIs in certain jobs ewe» though the 

^plioant might not have tot too much ctual experience. tost 

-TKntftQtlng. the gonmlttet^ ' . . % 

of the « p l o y e r e > S 2 t » EaS past ftJtjW1ii^ce w i t h M a ex ena a r * 

inter sted 1 the Japanese Americans and are more apt to 

sivu untra insd MSMti a chance t h a U S E S type of employer* 

- - ^ a a a ' d ' a opinion Is that taia warmer approach of the Hesettlera 

I Committee la the main reason why $51 ¿ei ex Is are eosirig 

fur help* 
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Mas Imon, who Is a s s i s t a n t d i r e c t o r o f the N i s e i GYO, 

has been one of t:.e a c t i e workers on M s e l veteran problems 

I n the city and m a i n t a i n s a f i l e on veteran a c t i v i t i e s . 

Mas Imon is a younr; N i s e i af about 26 or 27 years although 

i n appearance he looks about 13* He is v e r s n a i l * not over 

^ " o r 4 t r t in height and very s l i g h t l y b u i l t . Prev ious t o 

evacuation he waa a Los Angeles r e s i d e n t * He was dra fted in 

1 9 4 1 and hence has n e v e r been i n a r e l o c a t i o n center* He 

was stationed on the West Coast up u n t i l the t me war was 

declared on Japan and then along with other K i s e i w a t r a n s f e r r e d 

to a post in the i n t e r i o r * l a s says? 

rtI volunteered for mi l i tary i n t e l l i g e n c e service but d i d n ' t 

get anyplace* I was told at my headquarters that I t was» t 

much use to ask f o r t h i s because I was going to be t r a n s f e r r e d 

away from the West Coast anyway . So I was sent to Texas and 

fought out the Battle of Texas f o r several months . Then I 

was sent up t o Camp Savage to th© newly opened language school 

there .rt 

Mas was one of the f i r s t of the N i s e i s o i d i d r s to go to 

Camp Sava e . He took part i n the A leut ian campaign as a 

t r a n s l a t o r and at the en " of this campaign returned to 

Camp Savage for a f o u r tenth r e s t and r e f r e s h e r p e r i o d . H is 

team was then sent to the South P a c i f i c * He had a s e a r g e a n t ' s 

d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d , 
r a t i n g asxiacSxaxixax 

In L o s Ange1es he wor * ed on the Rftfu Sftlmpo do ing r e p o r t i n g , 

e d i t o r i a l work,and even at times set type for t h e English sect ion 

lie i s an a c t i v e C a t h o l i c and Joined tne s t a f f of the Nise i Q'tO 

here about a year ago* 
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In May of this year the various Japanese orgin Nations 

in the city banded together and piiäned a Memorial Day 

banguet in henor of Nisei veterans in the c ty. The 14 

organisations that sponsored this dinner at this time tent tively 
•w 

grouped together under the heading of the Chicago Japane e 

American Council although a i x H i a x i i y the Council was not yet 

in existence. Coram it tees with members from these 14 organi zations 

were set up. - Mas Imon was put in charge of handling invitations 

to Nisei veterans. Cards were called to all known Nisei veterans 

Sx % 

and these veterans were asked to submit names of other Öls» 

dumber of Nisei vefrersns in clt:/» 
Through this method a mailing list of approximately 700 

was establish* d. 
Kiaei veterans xxraxxxxfcx Of. this group of 700 who were 

contacted about 500 attended the Memorial Pa;; dinner. 

Mas feels th t there are at least 1000 if not more Nisei ' 

veterans in Ghica o now but the known list has not been 

added to since May and still stands around 700 . 

Kisel veteran or^an1 nation 

There have been several attempts to form Nisei veteran 

organizations here but none hpve been very successful* The 

JACL set up plans for a special veteran organ zatlon within 

their local c a,;ter.(This will be reported on-in a later report) 

This JkOl group still largely exists only on papper. 

Within the last several weeks interested ndividuais haVel 

attempted to sponsor veteran meetings to discuss formation of 

ftisei veteran organization. 
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Plana to oall meetings in both North and $outh sides of the 

city. were outlined. The*purpose of the proposed organ! zation 

was described as both social ani political, the -Nisei veteran 

org^nlzatio group would affiliate with some nationally-^nown 

veteran oinanimation. ?he small group of veterans who set 

up these plans designated temporary secretaries to work out 

details. * N 

As far as I can discover only the North Side group has 

held a meeting. The membership chairman of the AMVET5 was 

invited as guest speaker to explain the AMVETD program» 80 

invitations to Kiaei veterans who had at on© time or anfc&feter 

interest in such organization were sent out and the meeting 

aoueduled at the CSYG house» The invitations were limited partly 

bscause of lack of space to hold larger meeting at CYC. Only 

jjg veterans appeared for this Initial meeting at which the 

AMVIT £$££ITSNTATIVE
 spoke. According to Mas who arranged the 

meeting, these 10 Nisei veterans were primarily interested 

inssetting up a separate Misel post if the Joined the AMVETS 

rather than becom®members of regular AMVET posts. The reason 

for this was largely social for the veterans present thought 

in terms of the Separate M s e i post a soolal club*. 

In spite of the small turnout, only 10 in audience, the HVET 

repre entative wrote a very friendly letter to the group 

a week or so after the meeting offering additional help and 

advice. This letter indicated that the ASSVET group agreed in 
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part with the reasons set forth by the Ki&al veterans for 

wanting a separate post and said that there was no restriction 

a^ainat such a unit being formed» 

lias Xaon who macie most of the arrangements for t e North 

Side meeting feels very strongly about a separate unit and 

is not in favor of it» ile says that this voluntary segregation 

is bad and that if the group is set up primarily on a social 
» 

basis it wlllsoon fall apart» 

"There really doesn't seem to me to be much point in having 
a separate Nisei unit Just for to have another social club» It 
wan't last very long» Xou can't have card parties^Abeer busts 
at every meeting» But that is what mostof the His el veterans 
seem to think the veteran organization will be for» Then what1 s 

the point of segregating in a separate unit»* 

Klsel not joiners. 

*Cne of the characteristics of the Nisei is that he is not 
a Joiner» He^s Just not interested the same way Caucasians 
would be. You'd think that the Kisei GI's would be interested 

in Joir|H veteran organi zations» So far we haven't had much 
interest here and when it is found, it is to have a social 
club affair** 

Baa feels that fche of the purposes of main functions of 
& spokes .tan 

Nisei' 'fiferan/'organizat ion would be to act as pressure group 

for t^JIii^ei. He thinks the only group that can s$>eak at present 

is the * ACL and eytys that the prejudice against the J ACL is still 

very strong. However« at the moment he is not very optimistic 

about veteran organisations here, he thinks that Kisei Veterans 

are not Joining the national units individually and as yet there 

Is not much interest to form separate units. The interest that 

does exist seems to be largely pointed towards the AMVETS» 



^settlement History 
Nisei girl .¿tii family group in Chicago 
Int. with M# Maeda 

I 
August 8 , 1946 
Chicago 

iL • J» deYoung 

I spent several hours Thursday night, August 8 , with 

Ifervel Maeda, a &isei girl who works for the USE3 ao a job 

interviewer. She is about 28 years old and is one of the few 

Nisei girls in Chicago who holds a professional rating in 

government service. 

Her family group is in Chicago and plan on staying here 

for sometime to come. The Maeda's were one of the first 

family groups to la ve a relocation center and a short de-

scr ipt ion^ their resettlement history is given below. 

prior to evacuation the &aeda family lived in Vis alia, 

California where the fatner oper ted a shoe repair shop* The 

family consisted of 4 girls and 1 boy, M* was the eldest and 

was studying education at the ,niv. of California. Two other 

girls were also in college and 1 sister and young brother 

ware in high school and grade school. The father had opera ed 

ttoi shoe store and repair store for about 25 years but had 

given up the store end of the business« during the depression 

years ani ran only the repair store in the years before evacuation« 

Re owned his own equipment, store, and home. 

finished al*nost 
Marvel as the eldest daughter had IlaiSIII&x* four 

years in college by 194®. She was studying to be a teacher 

and a ad all her work except practise teaching finished. Dutlng 

one of the vacation periods, the family decided that the 

future outlook for a teacher of Japanese ancestry in California 

vas rather bleak. War clouds were gathering and a family 

college 
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council decided that M* would stay home Inst ad of finishing 

her work at the Univ. of California. Part of this decision rested 

on the fact that two other girls were at t ie same time going to 

College and the strain on the family income was great. 

M. tried to get a Job as a teacher in her only county with 

no success. It was true she lacked certain credits but she said 

it was very evident to at the main, eason s e was turned down was 

bedause she was Japanese. She tried dozens of places in California 
OiMV 

during tnia period with no success. Her county supervisors 

advised her to consider Hawaii if she was seriously interested 

In a teaching c areer . 

She then went to a business school and took a short commercial 

f B l f t f o and began looking f o r a s e c r e t a r i a l j o b . The ^sscdlated 

Farmers (a rabid-ant I-Japanese league in this area ) needed a 

red& t i o n i B t at t h i s time* The lo al pres ident of the Assoc. Farmer« 

a ffcier*! of her father 's , suggested she take the J o b . (Here Is 

another example, of Caucaslon attitude toward Japanese i n Ca l i fucn ia 

Hie president of this Assoc . d i d n ' t approve of Japanese in 

general but h i s o w n p a r t i c u l a r frtftnd, Mr, M . / he didlfSt regard 

in that l i g h t . ) Partly as a challenge, K* took the job* After 

several months, however, local Japanese became so crit_icaV that 

she resigned and found another job as o f f i c e manager I n another 

firm. 

Evacuation followed *h* the family went to Post on* t this 

time one of the other a st.ers was study! g nursing and another 

did secretarial work. 

Early in 1943, larch to be exact, trie two eldest girls, M* and 
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the n e x t s i s t e r l e f t P o s t o n . H , went t o f a s h l n r t o n to work f o r 

the l e a v e s e c t i o n o f WRA and the e t h e r s i s t e r came t o Chicago to 

t a * e a s e c r e t a r i a l j o b . The g i r l s were to look over r e l o c a t i o n 

p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r the f a m i l y . C h i c a g o was t h o u g h to be t h e b e s t 

place and the r e s t o f the f a m i l y came t o C h i c a g o in the summer of 

1943 • 

MJ. h o w e v e r , c o n t i n u e d to work i n W a s h i n g t o n , D . C . u n t i l 1 9 ^ 5 

m e n she was t r a n s f e r r e d t o the C h i c a g o I R A o f f i c e . The e n t i r e 

family was then r e u n i t e d « At p r e s e n t the f a m i l y in C h i c a g o c o n i s t s 

of t h e mother and f a t h e r , t h e s i s t e r who works as a s e c r e t a r y , 

and a young b r o t h e r now a f r e s h m a n i n h i g h s o h o o l . Of t h e two o t h e r 

s i s t e r s , one i s a nurse a t t a c h e d to t h e I n d i a n Service and t h e 

o t h e r a t t e n d s t h e U n i v . o f I l l i n o i s and comes home only on weekends 

and v a c a t i o n p e r i o d s . 

The f a t t e r d i d not s e l l h i s shoe r e p a i r equipment and has it 

h e r e i n C h i c g o . The f a m i l y , n o t a b l b l y t h e mother , t h i n k s he i s 

too o ld to s t a r t over a g a i n * He I s about 60. years o f a g e . At 

present he i s l o c k i n f o r a h< yer or p o s s i b l y a p a r t n e r . 

The fami ly sever years ago b o u g h t a 1 0 room house on t h e 

Berth S i d e . They had b e e n l i v i n g i n t h i s house and ha t h e choice 

of buying or moving and chose t h e f o r m e r . I t i s l o c a t e d i n t h e 

Uptown d i s t r i c t where b now s e v e r a l thousand J a p a n e s e have 

resettled. 

The family does not need to supplesfht t h e i r wage income and ^ 

a l though they have l o t s of extra room have n o t r e n t e d rooms as 

h a v e many of t h e J a p a n e s e who h a v e bought property h e r e . The 

l o u s e , however , h a s been i n use c o n s t a n t l y as a s o r t o f u n o f f i c i a l 
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tostel* Frierl&s and r e l a t i v e s iiave used it as hoot el while 

they look for permanent place of the ir ' own* 

The Maeda* a are a C h r i s t i a n f a m i l y , the parents being very 

devout and s t r i c t * The g i r l s do not smoke or d r i n k and prior 
V 

to evacuation the family attended church at l east three times 

en Sunday . In C h l i a g g , the family except for M* belong to the 

ll>ody Japanese church . This is a separate Japanese congregation 

that meets In the Moody I n s t i t u t e , The congregation numbers 

about 125* It supports one f u l l time min ister and two part-time 

ministry students . The parents are very act ive "n this church 

and M*s s later i s one of the young p e o p l e ' s leaders* M . s ince 

her Washington d a y s has broken away from the s t r i c t pre-war' 

Ohurch.'goinfc ahtf has not yet jo ined the family church here in 

Chicago* 

At 'pr.oSent' j&T* is thinking of l e a v i n g the US ' . The USES beeor.es 

a state organizat ion in November of t . is year and she prefers e i t h e r 

to stay in government c i v i l service or go into private business* She 

is c o n f i d e n t that she w i l l f ind the kind o f Job she wants. 
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Marvel Ma ©da is a N i s e i g i r l who formerly worked f o r the 

who 

local fRA o f f i c e as an i n t e r v i e w e r and wh is now employed as 

an i nterviewer by t h e USES-. (See Resettlement H i s t o r y , M . Maeda, 

August 8 , 1946). 

During the days when r e s e t t l e r s were pouring into Chicago 

at a tremdndous r a t e , Marvel ¿iaeda, a SUA i n t e r v i e w e r , was 

detailed to one of the USES o f f i c e s to h e l p deal with Japanese 

> American problems . She was asked by the USE3 to stay on as 

regular OSES interviewer. 'While she was special interviewer 

for Japanese Americana , she d i d a small amount of publ ic r e l a t i o n s 

work f or N i s e i among employers . 

Several months ago w i t h the tremendous increase in j o b 

Appl icants , a new policy was i n i t i a t e d by the USES,» Emphasis 

was on quantity placements f a t h e r than q u a l i t y . Interviewers 

were allowed to spend only 20 minutes on an interview;«*» The 

entire procedure became formal and mechanized . M*< Maeda. was 

asslg ed as a white c o l l a r j o b interviewer and Japanese Americans 

vsre no longer treated separately or a ss ignedto her except by 

chance tXxtzxap. Hence she was not too tallar w i t h what has 

happened to N . s e i veterans i t the local USES o f f i c e . 
N 

3he d e c i d e d l y ^ b e l a , however, that a c e r t a i n amount of 

d i scr iminat ion does e x i s t but i t is more of a minority group 

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n than aimed s p e c i f i c a l l y at M s e i . Sins* the 

aid of the war , some o f the Chicago frais and f a c t o r i e s which 

«ere eager to get Japanese Americans d u r i n g the war have lost 

1 
Chicago 
August 8 , 1946 

J * deloung 
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a l l i n t e r e s t i n h i r i n g Japanese Americans» 

ContraUary to> popular b e l i e f , M* Maeda says that i t is 

rather d i f f i c u l t at present to place anyone in oerta in kinds 

of J o b s . There i s a huge backlog of u n s k i l l e d joba in the U3K5 

o f f i c e s but not too many white c o l l a r or s p e c i a l i z e d j o b s . There 

I I r e a l competit ion for the white c o l l a r and s p e c i a l i z e d Jobs« 

>lge 1 veterans not experienced, ; 

One of the major d l ft f ioult ies K . Maeda f e e l s is that the 

average B i s e l veteran-now looking f o r a Job has l i t t l e or no 

work e x p e r i e n c e . Smployers^bow that Job a p p l i c a n t s are more 

numerous are p r i m a r i l y i n t e r e s t e d i n experience and are less 

apt to g ive an i n e x y e t i a ced person a try at the Job« 

She c i t e d a c se of a young ex who be fore the war had 

*fcrked as a grocery c l e r k f o r h is f a t h e r and who had worked 

for about a year in one of the WRA centers in the Supply Sect ion 

tier© he was in charge of t h e Hardware section« He i s now about 

26 years old* On h i s r e l é a s e from the army about s i x monthsago 

he came to Chicago« The only Job h e could get was that of 

busboy at one of the large h o t e l s . He has beenworking at th is 

Job s ince but has been very d i s s a t i s f i e d , and p e r i o d i c a l l y 

trftés USE'S for something b e t t e r * He wanted to u s e s . h i s WKA' 

work experience an* get a wh te c o l l a r Job dea l ing with hardware« 

A weak or so ago, one of the branch USES o f f i c e s c a l l e d M. 

MaéAa and told her of t h i s N i s e i boy« # t h i s time M* Maeda 

had in her f i l e a recuest from a hardwaré commission flra f o r 

a combination bookkeeper-supply c l e r k . Th is was exactly the k ind 

of Job the boy was I n t e r e s t e d in* The employer was cal led and 
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ss<:ed if He would consider this Mae!« He had no object ion, 
\ . .V } j 

Wrxe boy was sent to the employer who asked him to Identify 

sn array of hardware implements by their oosmon store names 

and their official catalogue names. He was unable to do this 

and the employer did not hire him» The boy's WRA experience 

did not prove sufficient in this instance to convince the employer 

that the applicant had knowledge of hardware terminology and q 

experience» y * 

' J" 

¿SIm&larly» it is difficult to place Nisei boys and®en, not 

only veterans, in white collar office jobs» Plaoing Nisei girls 

ss steno raphere and secretaries is still easy but the acceptance 

for iflisel men has become more and more difficult. According to 

If Maeda, employers frankly say that jnnstxafxthie their reluctance 

to take on Nisei men in secretarial or office positions is because 

ewk ^DaaltlaBSx men workersln this field usually are being trained 

, to tioome ofj.'ice mana ers, Most employ rs do not feel that they 

can risk training a Nisei boy to be an office manner. The other 

employees might objeat streripusly as well as customers. They 

hestltSate to take a chance* 
• , 

M. Maeda feels that In general there is some discrimination 

but not mora t an usually encountered and certainly not the same 

d*i$ree that other racial veterans especially Negroes are encountering« 
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with Oeor^e Katahlro 

George Kataniro Is a young Nisei of about 27 who is business 

manager of the Midwest Dhana(Chicago Young Buddhists1 Association 

magazine) and a board member of the Midwest Buddhist Church* Me 

ma on vacation August 5 when X visited the Midwest Buddhist 

vhuroh office and was devoting part of his free time to church 

affairs» 

The Midwest Buddhist Ghurch is a Shirishu sect church which 

was founded in Chicago July 9, 1944 about five months before the 

non-sectarian Ohio ago Buddhist Churc h^ras organized on the south 

side of the city. 

The Midwest Buddhist 0hurch(3hinshu) was founded by a group 

cf young Buaael(Nisei Buddhists) who with a young Shinahu priest, * 

ievs> Konoj formally org ntied tie church. There were,seven 

original founders in addition to Rev. Kono. Only three of these 

aevexn still remain in Chicago, the rest having returned to 

the »Vest OorrSu. It is significant to note that the first Buddhist 

church in Chicago fas founded entirely by young Buasei. Hot until 

3^45 did Issei membersfeij) become import ail t in this Shins;, u church* 

¿ftlmfcst all these young Bussei had been active in Buddhist church 

activities prior to' evacuation. They were all membars of the 

Young Buddhists Association ,and Midwest 3uddhiat Qhurch here is 

actua ly an outgrowpth of the local YBA. Rev. Kono, the. ministers 

is quite young but has had all his education in Japan and can scarcely 

»peak English. He can understand English fa rl.y well but Is very 

limited ifc hit expressiion. a result all hi& services are con-
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duotod In Japanese* In September IS45 Bsv. 3* Fifyiura formerly 

Midwest Buddhist Ohureh* He was an older lasel and took the 

initiative in getting issei interested in the Midwest Church 

here* He served pproximately 10 months andleft July 1946 

to return to ¿aliñas* His English also was limited and his 

íiSIISSiíxdld aot ni©an English services* 

The Midwest Buddhist Church belongsto the Buddhist Churohes 

of America* The headquarters of this group is in Los Angeles 

and Bishop Matsukage ifc the titular -leader* 

The Busaei group which founded the midwest Church still 

tretains almost couplete control of ohureh policies* There are 

15 board members of the ohureh all of which are fiisei* recently, 

however, an Issei supporting group was formed. 

The Midwest Buddhist cnurch now claims to have regular 

attendance on Sundays that runs about 500*. This is. claimed to 

bo the 14th largest congregation in Metropolitan Chicago. This 

figure of 500 is rather high, Average attendance at Sunday 

SB rv ice a runs between 250 and300* ¿yen special services such 

as 2nd Anniversary Jervi&e, memorial Day 3ervioe ;brought out ^ f 

about 350* 

The Midwest church does not ha ve a separate building of 

its own* Services the first year were held at the Uptown Players 

Building on the Wear North Side* This building was destroyed by 

fire and Sunday servi&es are now held at the Olivet institute on 

pastor at the 3aliñas Buddhist Temple Joined Rev* ¿iono at the 
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the Hear r-iorth Side. 

The YBA group is the strong element in the churcn. It has 
local 

m YW8A and YMBA blubs in addition to the larger YBA Chapter« 

With the NewYork YBA group, the Chicago YBA has taken the lead 

in sponsoring the E15HL(Eastern Youth Buddhist League) which is 

trying to set up a school for Buddhist ministers in this country* 

(notes A full report on ftfte SYBL and the Buddhist Minister 

training program is being pepared.) 

It Is interesting to note t at toe Midwest Buddhist Church 

has a reputation in the city as being •more Japanese' than is 

the Chicago Buddhist Church. Yet the Midwest Buddhist Church 

was founded and"still dominated by Nisei -dddhists. The lack of 

am English minister is one of the big handicaps of the group and 

this is recognized. The fact that the group Is also affiliated 

with fckx Bishop Matsukage's Buddhist Churches of America 5s 

another element that makes them seem more Japanese than doesthe 

strictly local Chic ago Buddhist church. 

There is some friction between the Chicago Buddhist Church 

and the Midwest Buddhist Church but this seems to be mostly 

on one point»that of the YBA organisation. The Midwest Buddhist / 

YBA beltings to the national organisation and ha^ta/.en the lead 

in reorganising the YBA groups throughout the U.S. The Chicago 

Buddnist Church on tne ether hand has a small local Young Buddhists 

Organization whose activ ties center mainly around tne church. 

They call themselves the Chicago YBA. This haslead to confusion 

anl the Midwest YBA group feels that this small local group 

should take another name. The Chicago Church, however, cooper a ed 
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with the EXBL in Infcax the Minister Training program. The 

Ohioago Buddhist ^SSRSlectarian) doeanot belong to Buddhist 

Ohurchcs of America. 

The Midwest 'ISA sponsors various social and recreational 

activities but is hampered by the lack of church building. Dances 

and parties must always be held in rented halls. One of the 

main activities of the group is the publication of the Midwest 

pharma. a pictorial monthly. This bulletin started out as a 

two or three page mimeographed itewssheet and has now become 

a 25 page lithographed magazine. It is recognized as the leading 

Bussel publication in the fJ.3. and has contributors from all 

over the country. Each issue contains illustrations and photographs 

of prominent Bussei leaders and groups throughout the country. 

In general the Midwest Church group is following much 

the same pattern il*i 8the Chicago Buddhist Church group . The 

lack of an English speaking minister ana church building has 

fcandic&pped the Midwest ¿hurch group. They do not have Sunday 

3)hool aotlvtes and other church activities on the same scale as 

does the non-sectarian group. Yet the Midwest(the Shinsuu) # 

group has a much feft&ger potential Buddhist ¿roup to draw upon, 

(i'he Shinshu sect is the largest and strongest in the 

The Midwest group, however, has not as yet managed to raise 

money to buy a church and parsonage as has the Chicago Ghurch. 

ThisGLs)^ernaps>partly due to the fact that the Midwest^r^p" 

largely was a Nisei group which does not have the financial 

status of the lssei group, this prediction will be carefully 

checked.) it is significant though that the Chicago Buddhist 
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Church whose boar djot direct cars is composed of Issei and tfisai 

been able to raise money for church buildings even tnough 

the congregation is smaller than that of the Midwest group* 

Most of the activities of the Midwest Buddhist Church 

at the present time center around the very active I M group* 

issei participation in church activities is largely confined to 

attending Sunday services • In this respect the ¿idwest Churchy 

although 0! ha s lasted behind the C Moa^o Buddhist(non~sectarian) 

Church* The Chicago Buddhist Church has numerous social and 

educational activities for its Issei members. 
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one or . j 
Qtoon Day which is pretaqcs the most Important holfy days 

of the Buddhlats fall on August 11th* It is the day on which 

special memorial services <*re hell for the dead* In pra-war 

days mnbdburitxxx this day was the occasion for el&borafcc services 

and for the accompanying Bon Cdorl dances (dances for the dead)« 

These Bon Odorl affairs had a mew at of a festival air« People 

danced in costumes and ?,a$ks* 

Since all this was Japanese in cultural contentf the 

war made the usual celebration difficult» Elaborate services 

and dancea war«.held in the relocation canters but Buddhist 

groups who had relocated have not been doing much along 

these festival Unas» 

Laat year's Cbon Day in Chicago was ctiebrated by the 

two Buddhist churches» The Shin church had a special service 

as did the Son-sectarian church« ¿he non-sectarian groupt however, 

put on an evening program of entertainment %o take the place of 

the former Bon Odofci dances. This consisted of musical numbers, 

a showing of the 442nd movie and refresh rents« The inclusion of 

the 442nd Combat movie was interesting xxxfcKsxscasm* It took 

the place of the traditional Japanese dances« In the pre-war 

days the Bon dances were alxajtax organized by the Is^al although 

fltsei participated« The ffisel group now controlling the Chicago 

Buddhist church wanted a more American type of entertainment« 

This year in C^lcgo« there were three Buddhist c urches 

celebrating Obo Day« In addition to the two churches mentioned 

above, the new Zen Church haId Obon service» 

The oe ©bration of the Midwest or Shin church and the new "'en 
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church conisted of ap clai Sunday serv cee. The -Chicago 

Buddhist church(the non-sectarian) had a more elaborate program« 

This consisted of a special Saturday night eerrlce at which 

the gueat speaker was one of the ?*n ministers• 'tfeaazftha This 

service was xxxtijcx attended mostly by Isaei members. The 

Sunday aer vice was quite elaborate bu was all in English and 

vaa arranged ^y the Young Peafcf&a1 Group, Sunday evening 

services were also held. Following these services*!® program 

of entertainment. This consisted of Japanese folk dances, songs, 

a play presented by the Sundaj school clasa, and a c mic 

eklt put on the XBA boys called fHow ?lot to D*mce the Bon 

Odorl*. 

the fflllii3ti?nthe non-sectarian group this year wa* 

a combination of Japanese and American elements. This wae 

to satisfy both the Xssei and !$lsel element a In the church, 

rhe other Buddh at church^* services followed the traditional 

Japanese services. Thee two churches also d*d not a tempt 

to put on enteria nment In place of the trad tlenal Bon 

danoee . 
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B b aXVJLRB I * * 

of the bars looated in the Sear North 3ide district on 

North Clark Street has a nation wide reputation «mong Nisei dis 

and Nisei men in general. During the war it was the favorite 

hangout for Nisei 01« on leave in.the city and through the 

Fort S m i l i n g and Camp Sheridan boys It gained a notorloms 

reputatIon* 

The name of the bar is 'Playtime1 and it is located in the 

feax 1200 block of North Clark street. This "s the heart of 

the so-called Near North Side 'Little Tokyo' . It is also tfca an 

area of cheap Hotels* rooming houses, bars, cheap cafes, dance 

and dine placet and whorehouse«* It Is a mixed area of White, 

Chinese, Filipino and Japanese* There are several other bars 

and nightclubs In the same block. 

'Playtime* Is a war venture. It is operated on a three way 

ownership. Two of the owners are Jewish, the other is Hawaiian 

Japareae. He is the active member of the combine. Most of the 

bartenders are N'sei men. ¿'here are usually two on duty dur4ng 

the day an several at nigit . 

The bar Itself is rundown and shabby. Apparently it was 

operated as a cafe or bar before the present group took it over. 

It is rather large rectangular room. In the center is a huge 

sqpare horseehoe shared bar. ( # This bar seats at least 

, ; j there are 
55 to 50 people. Th^re are about 30 stools on each side and 

OEEICE OB XHE DIKECXOK 

12 or so at the front. At the right of the bar, six small 

bOOthS. j /AV8HIMOJLOM 

f M Y K IKErOCVXIOM VflXHOKIXA 
DEbV&Lj/IEMX OL XHE IMXEKIOK 

fl flMLLED 2XVXE2 
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the bar is a small orchestra stand and a tiny dancehall* 
LQSTaClOKA 

this bar has been a favorite hangout for Cauoaslon ¥ 

girls and pick p girls every; since It was opened* It this pickup 

girl element that made It so popular with Nisei soldiers* The 

girls are^^paz^t Ime prostitutes I Ainu« They are fairly 

youngf most of them are blonde and not unattractive» Since the 

Nisei $£ w a liberal spender» these girls tended to prefer them 

to ojrfcer patrons particularly the lower class white men who treqent 

this area* ¿'he Nisei GI 's come to this place and pick up a girl 

here either for a night or weekend* Several have kept these 

Cauoaslon girls for long periods of time* 

Two of the Nisei bartenders have married Cauoaslon girls 

that frequented the bars* These girls, however, no longer are 

seen ».round the bar but stay at home* 

Even though the Nisei §Is are not as numerous'J the bar is 

still very popular. It is a haggout for ex-soldiers who patronized 

It during the war and for young Nisei men who like to drink* a 
This pickup of Cauoaslon girls in bar is something relatively 

new to Japanese Americans* Before evacuation if a Nisei or Issei 
i 

wanted to sleep with a Caucasion girl , the usual method was to 

\ L^v. 

f equent a lower class whorehouse* Under this wartime arrangement 

the girls were younger and bet er looking* Some of the girls 

are apt professional prostitutes* Most of them make their living iicp oil XHE DIKECiOK by cadging drinks perhaps getting a small percentage and by 

getting money from their men friends* Shanking up for a night 
MVeiHI MGXOM 

or longer period l ^ ^ ^ ^ l ^ j ^ ' . - j f ^ l ffMlljvM'.J 1 1^ 1 friendships* 

DEWKXWEMX OK XHE IMXEKIOK 
flMIXED 2XVXE2 
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id^jc^Ki 1 reputation of 'Playtime1 and similar bars is such that 

if a llsel girl is seen in one, she is immediately tagged as a 

prostitute« So far the analyst has seen only one Misei girl 

drinking in the Playt me» She was quite youn and attractive 

and was escorted by two mm Misei soldiers. All were fairly 
maudlin 

drunk and the soldiers took turns making loveT to the g irl . 

Young Mlsel boys In their teens also are beglnng to hang 

out in such pilees as 'Playtime1« The pickup girls, however# 

seem to concentrate their time on the older Nisei and the Misei 

CUs for they are t e ones who have the most money to spend« 1 

Zssel men seldom patronize this type of bar« The other 

patrons are Chinesef Filipino and some lower class whites« 

T ̂ xacBxkgra^ Z5CB idxka xe to 

JDZXSMOZbc« 

OJiEICE OK AHK DIKKCXOK 

MV8HIMCXOM 

M V K KErOCVXIOM W1XHOKIXA 
D E W K X M E M X OL XHE MLEKIOK 

flMIXED 2XYXE8 
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A detailed report on the activities of the local JAC1 

chapter is in preparation* These few quotes by representative 

are given to Illustrate some of th thinking with respect 

to the ¿ACL* 

il'jf i M H unpopular t 

By and large the ¿ACL le still in disfavor with the 

majority of the Hisel» Here In Chicago the local chapter con-

sists of about 300 members* Many of these memberswere 

recruited in a large membership dfcive that was held In 

April of this year* At this time the loc^l J*CL was very 

small In numbers* A goal of 500 was set by the local charter 

In this membership dWve* The city was divided into sections 

with chairmen for each section* These chairmen worked with 

volunteer recruiters In their respective sections» In spite 

of this rather vigorous campaign, the txxi»x goal of 500 was 

not reached* Roughly half this number was achieved* At this 

time there were from 15,000 to 30,000 Nisei eligible for 

membership In the city* 

One of the membership chairman says that the small number 

of members can be explained by the fact that ¿ACL is still 

being blamed for evacuation and by the fact that there is 

general apathy among ftlsel to Join political organisations* 

JACL In a sense eanbe called this* 

The criticism of aACL is still very str ng* This coupled 

with the fact that fcMft many of the pre-war leaders are ggaln 
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BJQA 
^icm*su»ing dominant positions In th© organization has aiiade 

HIsal avoid th« JACL» 

& vary active local JA.C& worker say«» 

"Here we are handicapped by the criticism against J\CL* Nisei 
still think JACL was partly responsible for the e v ouation. 
That's all they remerabe r* They don't know that during the 
war years JACL was fignting for their rights and achieved^" 
great deal in the way of bettering public relations» But^ln 
the centers, most of this news never reached the residents* 
In a way that is part y the fault of the J k@h for not having 
had a better publicity setup to reach their own people* 

Critlclim of local JACL leaders! 

!*o of the prominent Chicago J^CL leaders have been 

associated with JACL for many years. One is a past national 

president of the JA7L, the other Is a very active and vocal 

ex-n >w?ipaper man* 

A young Nisei man who is one of the active JACL members 

eays I 

" I t * i n * J * C L 1 8 b # l n « h 0 l d in Chicago by two 
tin? i ° a d ® r 9 ; l h @ l a r 0 t ft88*d with being part of the old 
JACL and unfortunately one of them made some poor public 

" iowthaf P e o ? l e haven't forget ten them* 
m n L ^ S J F 4 l 0 f d 0 ® . a n d ? f f l c ® r a i n our local group and 
other Nisei Ju t won t join# 

t h * 1 t h i n 3 k 1 9 l»Portant is that in 
addition ttf^aialike by some is that the fact that these 

national reputations scare ff other Many 

Z L \ h T ! , ? a r developed onto good leaders duting the 
war years but still haven't enough confidence in themselves 
to come out and compete with these people who kave nation«! 

« £ h # L S ? y T I > a n o b o ( ^ : 1 canH get anyplace 
with people like that.» So they don't bother to come out at a l l , 
Ot XHE DIHECXOK 

MV8HIMOXOM 

M V K KErOCVXIOM VilXHOKIXA 
D E W K X M E M X OE XHE IMXEKIOK 

FlMIXED 2XVXE8 
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1 i l i s 0 i Birl who is cue of the strong members of the local 

¿ACL chapter saysl 

v , * I n a w a y ®ome of our leadere here handicap us* Take Br* 
Xatabe for example* He's been with i m for years and was 
national president * Sveryone knows about him and the national 
reputation he has* He's been very active during the war and 
was Midwest representative here and also worked a great deal 
with our local group* 

. <tH?*8 a ? older Sisei now and to some extent his ideaa 
hav# changed much* He really doeenH represent the younger 
Mlsei group anymore* But because of his paat record, his 
suggestions still carry a great deal of weight* the local 
mombere here In the paat were apt to carry out his suggestlone 
e?en though they might not agree with the»* But they didn't 
like to go against him because he has such a good reputation* 
Because of that many other fflsei get the Idea that it Isn't 

p o n g i n g to the ¿ACL if the policy is going to be 
set by individuals that they don't agree with* 

e've a new slate of officers now in the local J\CL 
and there are about 8 or 10 of us who aren't timid about 
epeaki g our mlnde and crltlxing the suggestions that peepi* 
like Dr. Xatabe might give* We feel the program is more 
important tha& avoiding etepping on such prominent people's 
toes* If our group feels that the ideas of such individuals 
aren t in line with prevailing Nisei thought we aren't hesitating 
to say so* But just the same it is difficult* * 

Friction between JACL and other local organ!«atIons? 

1 
During the first two years of resettlement In Chicago 

there was some friction between ¿ACL and other organizations* 

Most of this seems to have been on a personality basis although 

there is some criticism to the effec that the local ¿ACL people 

wanted to grab all the crftdtt* Last year when the Resettle™' 

<2baaitt*£ was being organized a slight amount of tension developed 

with MGl * Apparently J^CL^e.i ts that this new Committee would 

usurp all the t j ^ w a s carrying out* 

D E W K X M E M X OL XHE IMXEMQK" 
HMIXED 2XVXE2 
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_ However Just about the time of tha formation of the Reaattlers* 
IOWJCIOKA 

Committee* tha local JACL chapter alaeted a slate of new 

officara, Tha n m local prasidant af tha JACL Is a vary good 

friend of the executive director of the Resattlars1Committee 

and at present a vary good working relationship exists between 

the» . 

The Resattlars 1 Committee faels that the main function of 

the local J&CL should be that of public relations and p l itics 
tt 

and should leave aoclal welfare and to the Comml tae which was 

sat up to handb this aspect» Tha new JACL prasidant agree a 

pretty much with thls# There la not much overlapping at present 

except in job offera ana Job referral service* The Midwest 

Wt : 1 'J!1- '/•••; 17'V 'f : ; } V]\ a T K 
JSCi office «till runa a job rafarral sarvlca 
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Reports that several Japa ese gambling houses we e 

operating in Chicago have been circulating in the Japanese 

community for sometime. On August 12 , 1946 these rerorts 

became official when the Chicago daily newspapers carried 

a story of a rild on one of these Japanese gambling places* 

The story as printed in th- Chicago 3un was as followst 

fir 45 KSK AHRS Si ED 

I I S* 3 IDS G AM3II IÖ-
FLAT A3 INMATES 

Forty-five men were arrested yesterdav 
whe police raided a 3©o&nd floor flat 
at 944 E* 43rd* et* after receiving an 
anonymous tip that the house was a 
gambling house. 

Dotecti ves Albert Mackay and Sdward 
Xyrrel of the Hy£a Park Station 
confiscated $166 from five tables, 
where poker and other games were being 
played* 

All the men ara of Japanese descant. Toyo 
Miwaje, 48 , of 1347 La Salle St* was 
charged with be ing the keeper of a 

gambling house and the* others were 
charged with being - inmates» They will 
appear In South 3tate Street Court today," 

i 
a / j 

When the case appeared In Court the next day, it was 

dismissed on the grounds that the gambling house was 

in reality a private club and all the men present were 

members* Gambling am:ng members of strictl priv te club 

is leg 1# 

The fprivate club1 was back in operation by Tuesday night, 

August 13, 1946* 
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In actuality this 'private club1 Is nothing more than 

iiotionAfcad legality to stay within the letter of the law. 

Gambling joints in Chicago are numerous and since they pay 

huge percentages tm for protection,raids are very soarce. 

Vhen they occur, however, the| alll usually dismissed. 

This olub is run by a small group of Is^el men headed 

hy Toyo Miwa. Miwa is a former West Coast gambler with a 

rather dubious reputation* It is reported that he attempted 

to organize gambbing In the center in which he was sent. 

He reloc ted a year or so ago xxixx to the East Coaxt and 

tried to ope n e t In HewYork City and PhilAdelp ia. Chicago 

with Its approximately 20,000 re^e'.tiers drew him M 

With several other Issel he formed a club called the 

* South 31de . Jlpflon ,Qlubn* This was on the surface a 

recreational and social club* Actually it is a gambling 

organisation» The headquarters of the club is in the 

center of the South Side 2 . 43rd Japanese concentration. 

The buildi g in which the club has its South Side r oms 

has several other Japanese businesses such as beauty shops, 

Hlsel j w r s / w o d o c t o r s " 

Miwa a so has recently opened a north side branch of 

this club in his home at 1347 N# La Sail© 3t, 

There is a rumor that there le at least one Caucasi n 

member of the synd? cate* 

PracMcally all the clientele of the house is fasai composed 



Gambling Or,, ligation in Chicago 
I s s e i syndicate 

3 
Chicago 
A guat 1 3 , 1946 
J . daXoung 

of I s s e i men« 

J5t»©l&lf S J ^ M l l f i » tg these gambling houses 

Rev . Kubose 9 Buddhist m nis-ers remarkss 

I mat R e r , Kubose on August 13 and asked him I f he had aeen 

the news of the r a i d , He had not yet heard of it but was very 

much interested and said he knew Kiwa was operati g on the 

South ' Id-: 

"When Miwa came here i n J u l y , he came to me and asked me 

for help i n f i n d i n g an apartment» X knew he had been a 

fcambler back on the West Coast and wondered whether he had 

South n a , c l e a n , He J f o r 

in f i n d i n g a tlace to l i v e n M I was going al ng with him -o 

iSok a t a placet ^ n we got o u t s i d e , I found he had threa 

other I s s e i men wa i t ing for him on the s idewalk . I thougnt 

something w$s in the wind t h e n . I d i d n ' t encourage them at 

al 1 • 
Then I heard that he found a place to l ive on he 

Hear North Side but had also rented a place down here on 

£ • 43rd 3t« for a blubroom for the SouthSide s lpr n wiuo» 

It was evident r ight away what t h i s was to be for« 

They t r i e d to get support at the %umO tournament 

and made a donation and sponsored several of the matches. 

The organizers though of the tournament knew what they 

were a fter and a r e n r t ' i n t e r e s t e d i n l e t t i n g them play 

a part i n the proposed 3umo club« 

H t ' t u d e of Resettlement Committee directort 

The exectuxive d irector of the Resettlement Committee 

lives near the E . 43rd district. He had attended a movie 

which s in the same b u i l d i n g as the gambling Joint on 

i J * £ t « $ a & g h t . While wa i t ing <n the lobby he had run into 

the young ed i tor of the Chicago **isel 'laws whose o f f i c e la 

a few doors from the South Side Nippon Club / room. 

Th s young ed itor reported that the club had resumed 

operations the day after the r a i d . The atory that neig bora 



Gambling or*?" N a t i o n in Chicago 4 
Issei syndic, j Chicago 

August 13, 1946 
Jt daYou g 

had complained was a little f^rfetfcfijed since the game room 

Is in a commercial building and most of the Immediate 

nelg bors are Jatanese business offices. They have acce ted 

the Hippon Club as a» legitmate business» 

The young eswspaper man reported that two rumors were 

currant in the £* 43rd, St. area regarding the raid. Xhe 

one that seemed to have some truth in it was to the effect that 

the syndicate had neglected to get their protection mone$ in 

on time- and the raid was a warning measure» Since this procedure 

la quite common in Chicago, it is probably the reason* The 

other rumor was that a Korean gambler who operates on the Hear 

Horth Side and vho up to now has been getting a 1 the Issei 

trade tipped off the police* However, this probably is not 

the case since everyone knows that the pftllce are fully aware 

of thAae gambling houses» 

•The exectmtive director of the Resettlement Committee 

did not express any disapproval of this gambling Joint, There 

were many of these gambling houses in the rre*war Ja-anese 

communltt&s and most of the Issei take them for granted* 

His wife who accompanied him to the movie met a Issei women 

in front of the movie house who reported that she had been 

waiting an hour and a half for her husband t come down from 

the gam© room» They laughed and Joked about the raid of the 

preceding Monday* This semen's husband had novor been to the 

house before this particular night whenhe had been t ale en by 

a ffcftend» 
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In general most of th© *ss#l do not express :uoh disapproval 

of such gaming houses. Some of the Hlsei groups here are 

afraid that such places will give the Japanese group a bad 

name and tbey point to the newspaper raid story as example » 

It might be interesting to check the Japanese language newspaper« 

to see whether they ear y a story on thle raid» 

v Up until th© South Side Nippon Club began operationsf he 

sol men and iilsel who wanted to gamble usually went to 

a Korean gaming house on N* Clark St* This place's clientele 

is limited to orients "e a d Filipino's. A bouncer checks 

people as they come in and Cauoasions are n t perm t*sd 

to com© in. Th© proppetcr who Is a Korean gives quite 

liberal donations to th© various Jsranee© American organizations 

and Is well llkod by th© Japanese who,have c m© in contact with 

him. His plsc© has b©en running f r a lon.f time and th© 

Japanese patronage xx*2«x diwxxiaxfcxwhi ch b© might lor© to th© x 

Japanese gaming crowd will not have mean too much to him. His 

rooms are very popular with a certain type of young Nisei 

and these will not go to th© Issei clubs. 
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Founding of Chicago Buddhist churcht 

Rev* Kubossy minister of the Chicago Su'dhist churchJaa6out 

three years ago from Heart Mountain Relocation Center* He was 

hired by the Congregational1st Union to establish a hostel In 

Chicago and t© do resettlement field work In the relocation centers» 

The main emphasis of his work was to encourage resettlement of 

Buddhists* His salary and expenses were paid by the Congregation-

allst Union» 

The Congr* Union gave up the idea of opening a hostel for 

resettlers and Rev* Kubose concentrated his energies on en~ 

oouraging resettlement * His headquarters were in Chicago but 

he made trips to the various centers* He also met with evacuees 

in Chicago and acted as an advisor to newcomers to the city* 

Rev* Kubose in looking for a place to live ran across the present 

Buddhist church build! g on the South Side* This was in 

and the btilding was unoccupied* Previously it had been used by 

a Greek Orthodox Churoh* A small suite of offices in the church 

had at one fci e been used as living quarters and Hev# Kubose 

decided to rent the old ch rch* He used the former offices for 

living quarters and the church meeting room he utilized as his 

resettlement office and meeting place* The entire building rented 

at this time for .00 a month* 

Rev* Kubose worked for the Congreg^tieaalist Union for six (3 3 

months in Chicago* Various Buddhists in the city had been asking 

him to conduct services and s i c e he was renting an old church 

buildl g, he decided to open a Buddhist church in Chicago* He 

resigned his resettlement advisor positionwith the Congr* Union 
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and set up the Chicago Buddhist Church on his own initiative. 

He had no backing from evacuee» and was not receiving any remun-

eration. To open the church he utilised some of his own savings. 

At this time most of*the resettlers In Chicago were Hisel. He 

invited the ifisei Buddhists to attend this church. In describing 

these early d^ys Rev. Kubose makes a big point out of the fact 

that there was no congregation when the Ohicago Buddhist Church 

was first opened. About six months later in October 19** 

a group of older Nisei who had been attending Rev. Kubose * s 

services got together and formally organised into the Chicago 

Buddhist Church. A board of directors was sloe ed and church 

officers set up. The board and Officers were all Nisei at this 

time. The group raised enough money to purchase the church 

and a two-flat building In the rear of the church for use as 

a parsonage. . „ 

fx&txKK**?? it might be said that the Congregate alist Union 

sponsored the Chicago Buddhist church indirectly. Hev. Kubose 

had no Intention of opening a church when he first came to Chicago 

but came only as a relocation advisor. It was through this activity 

which was supported by the Christian Congregational1st group that 

he evolved plans for a local non-seotar*4Ln Buddhist Church. The 

Congregational!st gro up, however, spo sored Rev. Kubose only for 

six months and only as a relocation advisor. When Kubose beg^n 

his Buddhist church actlv ties he was no longer being suprorfcdd by 

this Christian gr up. 
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During the first year of operation \ practically the entire 

congregation was made up of Ifisei members* The r&£§ Young People's 

"uiJiii jf i (i.ia , was the dominant and controlling group in church 

activities» In 194$ Xssel began coming to Chicago in considerable 

numbers and began Joining the Chicago Buddhist church* The church 

setup was reorganized to meet the needs of this Xssel group, A 

special language service was added to the Sunday services» English 

language classes for Is^ei set up and social activities for Issei 

made part of the church program. While the ff# still remains the 

dominant group in the church today, Isaal members play an important 

part not only as part of the congregation but as board members and 

officers» Today the Church board of directors consists of delegates 

from three main groups, the Ypung Peoples1 Uuuulalfi cr the I s s e i ^ 

group, and the Women1s Clubs(Fujin-kai). Each of these groups 

«upplles 4 delegates to the board of directors» Xsail have good 

representation on the board and now have a hand in xfcaxckx deciding 

church policies* The President, however, is a young but very 

active *?isei Buddhist* 

The main body of the congregation is -fade up of Hlsel* It 

is interesting to nota that there are about 30 Cauoaslon m mbers 

of the church and a siaeable group of former Japanese Christians 

who have returned to their original Buddhist belief. 

at ill 
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the YPI ia the strongest group in tha Chicago Buddhist Church. 

the original founders cf th© church belong to this group of 

mature Ulael Buddhists.iratxjmagxXxxttix Originally th© group 

was made up entirely of Ifiaei but today a handful of young laaei 

of the same age group as the itxit more mature Mlael have Joined 

this group. The new preaidant of the TPf is a young Issei of 

about 36 years of age. 

jfeuag Buddhlfts* association (XB&) 

The ¥34 (The Xoung Buddhists' Association) la a teen age 

club. It includes Misel in the early twenties. This group 

is called the 'Buaeei* group by Rev* Kubose. He feels that 

when Ilsei re ch the age of 25 they are ready to play an adult's 

role in church activities and should become part of the YPG)Young 

Peoples &roup). 

Fpiction w|th Shlnahu(Kldweat Church) Buddhist YBA group. 

A certain amount of friction belween the Midwest(Shinshu) 

Buddhist Church and th© Chicago(non-sectarian) Buddhist Church* 

Fart of this friction is found in the interpretation of what 

the XBK should represent. 

The Midwest XBK or Bussei group consists of $isei from teen 

age through the thirties. The controlling group, however, ia 

made up of mature Sisei in their late twenties and early thirties. 

It ia thia group which call themselves •Buaaei1 who founded the 

Midwest Buddhist Church and who control church policiea* It ia 

a ao the group which cooperated with the Eastern XBk groups to 
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form the Eastern Young Buddhist ttftftfXltt«»*(the s m ) this 

SYBL has mapped out an ambitious program for Buddhist ministry 

training in the The Midwest or 3hinshu YBA is also part 

of the national i m which Is affiliated with the Buddhist Churches 

of America, the 3hinshu YSA corresponds to the Young Peoples Group 

of the Chicago Buddhist Church* 

On the other hand the Chicar© Buddhist Chnach's YBA or 

Bussei group is strictly a local teen age social group» They 

call t h u s « 1 * » » the G loago YBA. This has led to some confusion 

and the Shinshu group has felt that the teen age social group of 

the competing church does not warrant the name of YBA. This 

group is purely local and social in function and is not affiliated 

with the national YBA group« 

A more basic difference between the two churches explains 

a great deal of any friction that has developed« The Chicago 

or non-sectarlan young peoples' group is much more progressive 

In their way of thinking. They feel that Sudd ism in fJ.S* should 

break away completely from Japanese cultural domlnánation and 

become 'American 1 in thought and pactlse» They believe in 

consolidation of the various sects(non-sectarian churches) and 

further that such non-sectarian churches be controlled by the 

local congregation that sup ort them. They do not belong to the 

national Buddhist church association which is dominated by the 

older orthodox Buddhist ministers. 

The ShtoShu group which is also largely a young Hisei group and 

which is co trolled by a üisei group tends to be more conservative. 
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Fylotlon between 3fylnqhu(Midwest) Chuych and Chicago .Bt^dhlst church» 

This group follows the auuea orthodox Buddhist organization* The 

Midwest Church and XBA group belong to the orthodox Buddhist Church 

Association of. America» This Association is headed by Bishop 

Matsukage of Ban Francisco* 

the entire philosophy of the Mldwes group follows the 

orthodox Buddhism and hence is muchmore Japanese in cultural 

content» the Midwest Church services are all in Japanes even 

though the xssX majority of the congregation are Nisei» It is 

true the group does not have an English speaking minister but 

this In itself portrays the conservatism of the group» Incorporation 

of English into Buddhist services is still considered fairly 

revolutionary by some of the older orthodox Buddhists ministers» 

Howevert in Chicago, the Midwest Mlsel group feels the need for 

English speaking priests and for that reason has been one of the 

leaders in trying to create a Buddhist Ministry school in the U#3* 

In general though the group is much more conservative in their 

church thinking than*is the Chicago Buddhist group» 

In age these two young Peoples* groups of the different 

Buddhist churches are almost alike» Lea ership in both groups 

is in the hands of mature Hisei» Before evacuation these 

groure worked in the same organ!zat ons. All the Chicago Nisei 

Buddhist leaders before the war belonged to various sect churches 

and the the local YBA groups» It was the more progressive mt 

xtatxx and liberal minded (in church doctrine) of these Nisei who 

became part of the non-sectarian group here in Chicago» 
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Congregation amalgamation of sects 

All the members of the Chicago Buddhist Church prior to the 

war belonged to various uddhlst sect churches * Many vrere 3hinshu, 

others belonged to Niehir*nt Shi>gon, Zen, Tendai and Jodo sects, 

the Shlnshu denomination is usually known in the U.S. as the Ship 

sect« It was the strongest sect in numbers and it has be«m 
Japanese 

estimated that about 3/4*8 of Buddhists in the U .S . were mebers 

of this Shim sect. 

Hotes Community Analysis Report Ho. 9 . ( Hay 15, 1944-*Buddhi8±m in 
the U.S .* gives in general outline the history of these 
Buddh 1 st* sects In the U.3* It alno gives a short de-
script ion of the pre-war and center conflicts between the 
Sectarian and non-sectarian groups* 

Since there is a strong 3hin church in Chicago, most of the 

former 3hln members attend this. However, some of the more progressive 

and liberal of the former Shin ifisei have broken away and were 

active In founding the Chicago Buddhist (non-sectarian) church. 

The Près dent of the no -sectarian church is a former 3hin member 

as is he près dent of the non-sectarian group's Young Peoples1 

organisation* 

Rev. Kubose's sermons tend to be an amalgamation of ideas 

from various sects and as a result the ol er members feel that he 

is catering somewhat to their individual sects* In other words 

his services are general but at the same time satisfy the sect 

members. He saysf 
3hin people say my sermons are Just like Shin sermons; Hie iren, 

Jodo, Shingon, and Zen peop e say the amethin*. Everybody, seems to 
be satisfied.* 

former. 
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Kuboss also has fr«quant sect ministars as guest speakers. Ear* 

sarvlca. A Jodo sinister from Saabrook has been invited as a 

guest minister for several services matt month* Whan such sect 

ministers conduct services, they use thair particular sect 

rituals and Rev. Kubose adapts his general servicas to tha®. 

Hav. Kubose says that his local church is strongly opposed 

by tha orthodox group. Ha says: 

J? t o 5 Independent ftffry them. I am still a young man* the 
thay think I should be taking orders from them.* . 

Hare he was referring to the former Buddhist Mission of North 

America* now known as the Headquarters of Buddhist Church in 

America. This is still headed by Bishop Katsukage. 

Kubose apparently was ona of the leaders before evacuation 

in tha non-sectarian movement whlah was haadad by Hav, Julius 

doldwatar of Los Angelas. The opposition to him dates from 

these early days. 

Correction re Kubosf 

In tha first field report on the Chicago Buddhist Church, Kubose 

was described as a young Issei. This was wrong. He is an older 

Nisei and aftar education in U .3 . went to Japan to study for the 

priesthood. Ä Ä , a n a appearance ar* Issel and his English 

is strongly accented. Ixaax Evan many Issei who know hia think 

he is Issei. . 

• guest last week at a special Obon 

OsPQgjtlon to Hav, Kubose t 
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The following remarks concerning the non-sectarian Buddhist 

church and the Shin church were volunteered by one of the 

older Mlsei board members of the non-sectarian church. Since 

some of his remarks were directed at personalities, his ihsntity 

will not be revealed. 

He Rev. Kuboaei Many îîisel do not understand his approach•, 

"Rev. Kubose is a very good organizer and planner but I doti't 
think he has the right approach to Buddhism for most of the Ulsei. 
It is very hard to fo&low his sermons• You know, he is Hlsel but 
spent so much time studying In Japan that his English has become 
difficult to understand. Sometimea in his sermons I don't know 
what he is talking about. 

Moat of the Misai in our non-»sectarian group are quite liberal 
and have gotten fed up with the old orthodox approach of the 
various sect ohurches. That is why we left those churches and 
tried to built up a progressive non-sectarian gr up. 

" I really don't know what the answer for Hisei Suddhls s will 
be. But I know I'm not satisfied with the kind of organization 
Rev. Kubose Is building up here and man - of my group feels the 
same way. In a way it seems to me that our local non-sectarian 
group Is becoming a sectarian group . Hev. Kuboae and others 
want to break away from Japanese domination and from the rule 
Of the orthodox group here in U.3. That is fine but for the 
future of Buddhism here we'll have to work out some means of 
working iitxk smoothly with the larger Buddh et group in the U .3 . 
So £sr that hasn't come about. There is friotion and suspicion 
and. it seems to toe it is i creasing instead of decreasing»1® 

ptin ^roup in .Chicago very conservative. 

"The Shin or Shinshu group here is very conserva' Ive Judgéed by 
our non-sectarian group. I used to be a Shin member but got so 
disgusted with tl the do-nothing policy thit I quit* Most of the 
lea ers in our n n-sectarlan group feel the say way* The Iwaders 
of that group are Just a out the same age as us and before the 
war and in the centers felt much the way we did about Buddh sm 
for .31 sol in the U.3 . How the Shin group here ¿t at is the Y A 
groupjhave largely gone back- to the old orthodox fold. They feel 
that the YBA should affiliate with Bishop Matsufea&el group. 
I can't stand some of hese former friends of mine. They have 
become quite 'Japanesy* in thsir religious outlook* Yst we all 
were considered liberals by the older Issei before the wa^. Many 
of that group though seem to have become very conservative during 
the war years." 
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Attitudes toward 3hln minister In Chicago, Rev* Kono very popular, 

*Rev. Kono, the Shinshu minister, Is a young Is«*ei of about 34. 
He can't speak much Knglish but has such a dominant personal ty 
that he Is extremely po ular with both Hisel and Xssel» His 
services draw tremendous crowds. When they held services in the 
Uptown Flayers Bid before it burned, sometimes as many as 500 
to 600 peop e would turn out» These services were in Japanese 
too» Hefs a natural leader and is very popular. Even now his 
regular Sunday servi es draw crowds of hundreds. 

''Our awera e Sunday attendance at the non-sectarian church 
usually is about 75-80. Our biggest turnout was for a special 
Hindu philosopher. We had about 225 in he audience a d that 

ammad our little church to the doors» 

* I didn't believe that the Shin church had such large turnouts 
until I went to see for myself»* 

Rev, Kono Is not an organiser or plannert 

*Rev, Kone is a excellent leader but he is not a very good 
organiser. I would say that jus the opposite would hold for 
our n n-sectarian minister. Kono was here about the same time 
as our minister and began holding services. The were very 
well attended. Kono, however, doesn't have too much organising 
ability and did 't plan ahead. Their group still doesn't have 
a church building and that hampers them a g r c t deal» Kono 
has Jenty f opportunity three years ago when he first came here 
to get empty uildlngs but be d dn't look ahead and wasn't too 
sure of a future here. I 've heard him say myself—1Well, if things 
don#t work out here I ' l l go back to the Weat Coast.' tfcex Since 
he dominates the Y A group which controls the church pol cles, 
his sort of dO-nothlne attitude has permeated the group. They've 
bee$ trying to raise money for a church for a long time but 
can t seem to get underway»" 

A 

Rev. Kubose more of a planner: 

"Rev. Kubose planned for the non-sectsrian church right from the 
Start» He decided that there was going to be a large group of 
Japanese permanently in Chicago and that there would be a need for 
a Buddhist church. 3o he went ahead on his own and bought our 
present church building. He put up his own money to make the down 
payments» La er when our group was lncoppTated, the church 
took over the payments and we reimbursed Rev. Kubose for the payment 
he made» It was because of Kubose's foresight that we have ahuroh 
buildings today»" 
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.in tto^ qpn-sectarian church church: 

*Hefve brought Issel into the controlling group in the 
non-sectarian church» Our board of directors is composed of 
delegates from three groups J the Younp Peop es' Group, the Issel 
Men's group, and Issei women's group» 

This Issel participation Is important for the Issel still 
control much of the economic wealth» We're raised money because 
we have Issei participating right along with us» 

The Shin group board is still all Hisel» The issei at the 
Shin church go to servl es but don't take any active role in 
chur h aff irs» I think that Is one reason why the Shinshu 
group which is so much more numerous than we are, haven t been 
able to r a s e money for buildings 
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yc Dependant mother* August 15, 1946 
J , da Young 

Hanry Suglmura is a young 31 sal boy of 24 who with his ( ^ 

da pendent mother came to Chicago in the sum.i#r of 1945 to 

join an older marrisd sister* 

The family before evacuation lived In Los Angeles and 

consisted of the father, mother, Henry and two girls*the 

eldest girl married a short time before evacuation® The 

family operated a small grocery store but ware barely a b e « 
» 

to make ends meet* Evacuation wir«d out all but a small amo v t 

of savings of the family« 

The family was moved to Gra&ada center* The married sister 

and husband reloc^ ed to Chicago in If44* fh@ rest of the family, 

however, showed no interest in rasattlament* While no definite 

plans were ever made, tho father kept thinking in terms of 

opening a small grocery store in Los Angelas tfter the war* 

To this particular family, life In the reloc tion canter 

was not unduly unpleasant* The mother and father who had worked 

long hours struggling to keep a small grocery store In 

operation now regarded center life somewhat as a vacation* 

The younrer winter w*a in high school and since she was very 

popular h"d a good tin®* Henry who had graduated from high 

school the year before evacuation and who h^d bean working 

without pay in hia father's gro ery store also found a pleasant 

niche in the ret&oatlon cantor* He worked as a timekeeper 

in tho maintenance section. ecause ~f a physical disa lllty 

ha was draft axempt. 
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He had nof, dealre to obtain any higher education than 

bis high school work« He was unskilled and had 11 tie ambition« 

Tr litem life in the relocation center v?as rather pleasant* He 

spekkk of missing the theatres of Los Angeles but this seems to 

be the biggest loss he felt« % had an easy Job in the center, and 

C 

theaewas ample social activity for his ne ds« 

In 1945, however« a crisis in the famil forced the 

resettlement decision of the family« The father died and 

Henry nomlnaally became head of the family« Since the family 

had no re 1 plans for relocation except that of the father's 

wish to return to Los Angeles, Henry was at a loss• He did 

not have the ex orience or institutive to or en a grocery 

story in LA« * With the carter closure looming, the family 

was forced to make a decision« 

The decision fas made by the eldest daughter who was carried 

and living in Chicago« The family w->s to Join her« 3lnce 

Jobs were plentiful, Henry could get a Job and help supplement 

the family income« 

In this instance, the young Hiset boy was not old enough 

and did not h^ve enough aS&SiiSmSS to assume the position of 

head of the family as is usually expected of the oldest 

boy« **ere the eldest sister who is only a few years older 

than he took this place* 

Henry, the mo her, and the younger sister relocated to 

Chicago in the fall of 3945* The married sister had found 

a large apartment and the family moved in wl h her« -linos 

the mother was able to take o^re of the one gra dchild, the 
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daughter took a factory Job» Her husband Is also a factory 

worker* Henpy also found a factory Job« Ho maVes 90 cents 

an hour and mjDxuntiix Is still working 8 to 10 hours overtime 

every week» His pay averages about $55 & week which is far 

beyond a wage he could have expected before evacuation* He 

contributed! an equal share for expenses of his mother, younger 

sister and hinself. The younger sister, however, recently 

was married and has returned to California with her husband, 

Even though Henry is sup ortlng his mother and himself in * 

his sister's household, he has still not taken over any 

authority» The sister's usband is the formal head of the 

family although the sister In actuality Is the dominant 

character» Henr y la satisfied to play the role of a younger 

brother. Except for contributing to his mother's support, he 

has little or no family responsibility. 

The family is Buddhist and attends the Shin Buddhist church. 

Henry belongs to the IBA and the only social functions le 

attends are the X3A dances and parties» He associates with a 

small grout of "iisei boys in their late teens. While he is 

a little older than most of th.® boys in this group, his wmw Immaturity 

makes him feel more at ease. These boys most of whom have 

unskil ; '•>& or semi-skilled factory Jobep spend their spare time 

bowling, going to movies and occasional parties» Most of them 

have not as yet begun dating girls steadily» The major part 

of their soolnl life is heir strictly m,*le group» They usually 

attend socials <?nd parties as a stag &roup» 

m l i i s " . f l i p " : • • 
- 1 

3 
Chicago 
August 15, 1946 
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The family has no property on the Vest Coast and no family 

who at present is the dominant member of the family likes 

Chicago and she and her husb nd have no plans to leave* The 

husband has a good Job as a skilled machine operator and 

is convinced that he would not be able to continue In this line 

Of work on the Vest Coast» 

Henry who aecorfciaftg to Japanese tradition the..Id at least 

be nominal h ®d of"the family still is playing the role of the 

younger brother. He was satis'fled with his life before evacuation, 

center life was pleasant for him and he is now satisfied with 

the role he plays in family life here* 

The mother likes Chic«so very much* Many of her fttends are 

here* She enjoys th Buddhist church activities and her role 

in th® family is th*t of he grandmother who is in charge of 

th© daughter* s srna 1 child* Since she ha a always worked ex-
H ml 

tr© ©ly h*rd xiJcxewljc having to care for her family Jn addition 

t : working long hours helping her husband in his store, her life 

now is much easier and pleasant * Before the war she did not 

have time to take part in church activities* How she has become 

an ardent church goer. 

The family has nothing to call them back to the West Coast 

and have no plans to le^ve Chio®go* 

reSlpt one younger daughter* The eldest s'ster 
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prellminany oheok on Japanese operated re.taurants In 
I T A I C I J U U D A I * 

Chicago revealed that there are about thirty .«oh establishments. 

Sino, the oheok was n t complete, th . present number perhap. 

is .lightly larger than t h U . Roughly th . distribution of 

these restaurants 1st 

3©uth Side district* . . •#6 
$ear North 3ide » « « • * . . »17 
Loop area«.»« * 
Far $orth« . . . • 

These restaurants fall Into three types. 

O E t l G E 

rh.re wer. two such Japanese operat.d 

^ t h f ^ T i r h s i d . . ^ 
one remains In operation f r the other lost Its lease. 

Small, family^perated ' ^ S S ^ ^ S S S E r f ? S 

in th . Sear » i S / ' S l f l f t c k y o W . They 

Number from 15-20« 

3 . Small restaurants ca ' .ring to ^ n t e l e o r l ^ r ^ l a e , 

"whites leKfloes. and Jacan.se. Combination 
Se-Vc'n food. 3ome Japanese food. 'lumber about lO. 
Located" mostly on South Sid. and several on Far Sort« 3 d . . 

To give an Idea of how these roataarants operate and of 

how successful they are, K H i t o r f short descriptions 

will be B*epared from time to ti e . attached to this re-ort 

a W W » brlof descriptions of four restaurants which Illustrate 

the above types. 
MV2HIHCXOM 

M V K KErOCVXIOM VflXHOKIXA 
DELVKXMEMX OL XHE IMXE&IOK 

fiMIXED 2XVXE2 
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JM?£ollowing sketches are not complete aad represent at present 
only a short physical description of the restaurant. Interview 
material with the proprietors will be added later. 
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he Wisterffca Restaurant Is at present the biggest  

st Japanese restauran in the city* It is located on 

East Ohio Street in an area which is dotted with popular and 

swanky restaurants and nightclubs. The Wisteria is in a 

•rail oottage building* This co tage was built to be a tea-room 

and was known as the "Green Shutters'1* Prior to the war it was 

well-known tearoom and restaurant in this area* It closed 

during the war* 

Three years ago, a Mr. Nakano opened this tearoom as a 

Japaneee restaurant which he called *fhe Wisteria". Mr. Nakano 

owns* and operates one of the largest Japanese food producing 

companies in Chicago and is reputed to be one of the wealthiest 

Japanese//ínV the city. He put a 0ne7 into the 

restaurant for he redecorated and bought row equipment. The 

only Japanese-motif in the place is seen in the wallpaper which 

has bamboo shoot des gn. 

The booths chairs are of colored leather and are rather 

modern"site in des gn. 

i. he re is one fairly "'arge dlslng room 

downstairs which can sent 50 io 50 people* 

Chinese, Imerlcan and Japanese f od is served here. The 

Japanese food Ss almost all served ala carte and a complete 

meal is quite expensive. Chinese and American food is served 

in a complete din er fashion. Chinese dishes can also be rdered otMC sepewtei^r • 

The restaurant does not operate on family help plan as is 

MV2HIMGXOM 
usually :he case with Japanese restaurants. 

M V K KErOCVXIOM VflXHOKIXA 
DEbVKXWEMX OL XHE IMXEKIOK 

JQMIXED 2XVXE8 
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Wlsterla contI 

A |>arge percentage of the customers Is Caucaslon who come 

for Chinese or Japanese food» Iha restaanant is also popular 

with office workers f r lunch« The Cauoasions who come for 

Japanese food are those who have had some previous experience 

with Japanese food aithar in Japan or elsewhere in the U*S* 

They are usually from the middle olass group« Lower clsss 

whites do not frequent this area for eating purposes. The 

prices here are higher than in the other Japanese restaaante 

that cater to ower olass white or fogro group» 

OfcfcICE Ofc X H E DIKECAOK 

MV8HIMGXOM 

MVK KErOCVXIOM VÌÌXHOKIXÀ 
DELVKXWEMX OL XHE IMXEKIOK 

Í1MÍXED 2XVXE8 
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L ' r a w IivHAKOi & 

fliA'Tankatsu restuarant Is a small Jaranese restaurant on 8 . 
EOB̂ ICXOKAI 

Clark Street in the heart of the Japanese concentration» It 

has the reputation of having some of the best Ja anese food In 

the city and is usually listed after the Wisterias as a place to 

eat* 

It is located in a small, narrow and shabby room on the 

ground floor of one of the 1» Clark street buildings where 

shops and bars are on the ground floor and apart ents and rooms 

en the floors above. 

Ihe restaurant does not have a sep^r^te kitchen. Instead the 

rear pnrt of the room has been partitioned partway to the ceiling 

to form the kitchen» Since the building is old and rundown, the 

restagnant is quite shabby. The floor is worn and the walls and 

celling need paint desperately» 

Some new equipment has been put in by the operator» K 

new counter a;i& Bis a ml it is In the rear of the room next t the 

kitchen» The stool- are covered with leather» One side of the 

room has wxwxxixfcxarfefcix four or five booths» The «eats of 

the booths are also leather upholltered» On the other side of 

the room a line of tables end chairs is placed. The resta rant • 

has a Juke box* 

It is family operated» 

Most of the customers are Japanese» Some Chinese food is 

M'$lsieiJIl3u£K Japanese dishes such as sas iratfr̂ w fish) tempura)shrimps 

are stressed» Prices here are rather high» \ mmmxtmtn din er 
MVgHIUGXOM 

costs well over a o n o m a l n d l s h w ' t h 

rice and tea. T h i ] Q J i ^ S f 1 p r e - w a r prices in 
Japanese restaurants» imiiL&u GvLVvLiie; 
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^P^a^ loha restaurant Is located on N» Clark street in the 

il^»SMb^llled'lltttle Tokyo* neighborhood» The original operator 

was a Hawtiian Japanese, hence the name, 9^loha1» ihis restaurant 

was also very popular as an eating place for the Hawaii 01a that 

passed through Chicago» 

Xt is in second ownership now» The restaaant is similar 

to other small Japanese places In this area» The bu'lding is 

old and run down» The walls n~ed painting* The floor covering 

is old and wornout* In this restaurant the fixtures are old 

and worn» 

A Juke box is placed in a prom nent position. 

Japanese, Chinese and a few American food dishes are served. 

Prices here are a little lower than at the Tank tsu which is 

about a block away* 

Customers are mostly Nisei» The Aloha is a popular place 

to stop off at night for noodles and soft drinks. The Juke ^ox 

has the latest swing numbers as well as several Japanese selections» 

One thlnH shout these small Japanese restaurants in this area 

the 

that is nticeable at once is ktax&xxx soft drink counter or 

sect on» In -ach of these small restaurants one end of the 

room is stacked with box after box of coca-cola and pepsl-cola* 

A good deal of the profit that is -«ado in these small places is 

after the regular din er hours when the younr Nisei swarm in 

oLEicf9Fxh#9i£Ldlr 1 ̂ s a n d noodles or sandwiches» 

,.7V li /1CJX 

MVK KErOCVXIOM VflXHOKIXA 
DEWKXMEMX OL XHE IMXEKIOK 

flMIXED 3XVXE2 
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s Cafe Is a email lunch counter restaurant on the South 

Side of Chicago* Is located In the Negro-white transition 

area and part of its clientele comes foom the Negro group* 

It is very emailt has one email counter, two booths and several 

tables* It serves America and Chinese meals* Japanese dls'oes 

can be ordered ala carte* The regular meals range fr a 65 

to 90 cents* 

The customers at &nch time are a mixed group* They are 

lower class whites who work in this area, Negroes and a few 

Japanese* At din er more Japanese are seen* 

The restaurant has a Juke box and a soda fountain section* 

It 1s near a Nisei recreati nal cent rIbowling alley) and 

every night after the din er hour it is crowded with Nisei* 

Three young Nisei girls work as waitresses here* 

OE&ICE Ob X H E DIKECXOK 

MV2HIMGXOM 

MVK KErOCVXIOM YflXHOKIXA 
DEWKX'MEMX OL XHE IMXEKIOK 

Í1MIXED 2XVXE2 
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ICXOKA 
The Eastern Young Buddhist's League was founded by a 

small group of Nisei Buddhists in lewYork City in 19*6. Stanley 

Olrada, a jramxx -Tisei from Hawaii, was one c r the original sponsors 

and became the first president of the League. 

The first annual conference of the S .Y .B . L . w*s held 

in Chic go nay 31, June 2 , 19*6 and was sponsored by the 

Midwest YBA Shurch group. Ihe League now has 7 chapters with 

a membership of about 500 young Buddhists. new chapters 

were admitted to -embership In the tea ue at the conference» These 

were, ^TvFTiggCTBsiJJi^ Philadelphia ISA, St, Louis Y3A, and the 

Chicago(n n~seetarian) Young Buddhist Croup. 

The them© of the League conference was "Buddhism of Tomorrow1 

Seven Y3A chapters were represented at the conference. There were 

53 outside delegates and approximately delefe*vtes from Chicago. 

The exeotitive secretary of the Buddhist Churches of America at 

3an Francisco, Hov. K. Kumata, represented the BC*. Rev. 3* 

Taunoda of the Tr 1-3tats Young Buddhist League at Denver was also 

a deleg^t &e Other Buddhist mlniste rs present wero\ Rev» Kubose, 

Chicago Buddhiat Church(non-sectarian) Rev, B. Fujlmura, Pev, 

G. Hira ayshl, and Rev. C. Ko.no9 Midwest Buddhist Church, N. 

Isnlura and Rev» H. 3eki, lew York Buddhist Church, and Rev. 7 . 

Mukushima, Seabrook. 

elepates were; 
Cleveland YBA 10 St. Louis 3 
NewYork YBA 17 3eabrook 3 
Philadelphia 2 MvarfMfcttofilties 6 

Others # 
Chicago- 50 M V K KEFOGVilOM VflXHOKIXA 

D E W & X M E M X OL XHE IMXEKIOK 
flMiXED 2XVXES 
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M-^iciosIP0 L e aSuo'a headquarters will continue to be in New York 

City at the lew York Buddhist,Church* Hoy* Newton Iahlura of lew 

York City w^s appointed executive secretary for the ye-r 1946-4?.» 

He will serve on a volunteer bisis until the S.Y»3.L* cnn raise 

money to cover salary and expenses for this position* Stanley 

Okada, one of the E.Y'B.L. founders wxas roelocted as president* 

The other officers for th© coming year were: 

Vice-president.»Dr. en Chikaralshi (C-iie^go XBA) 
Secretary . • * • .Kiyo Morikawa ( lew&Tork Y3A) 
Treasurer Klyoml "Jakanura {Seabrook ) 
Auditor.. » . * • George leraoka {St * Louis Y'"l) 

Four Buddhist ministers were elected as advisors to the E»Y*3,E* 

R«v* Gyodo Kono Midwest Buddhist Church 
Rev* Gyoml Kubose Chicago Buddhist Church (non-sectarian) 

Rev* Z. Hukushlna 3en brook Buddhist Church 
Kev* Hozen 3eki *ew York Buddhist Church 
Rev. Onoyama Cleveland 

Previous to this conference the E»Y*3»L* had been an independent 

Nisei Buddhist organization* The deleg tea decided at the conference 

to Join BlshOp Matsukage's Buddhist Churches of America and an 

amendment to the eonsititulon of the £.Y*3.L . to this effect was 

adopted« 

Xhree row cha ters wers admitted to the I.e-; ue. 

The League* financially is weak» It has a very small budget and 

this xxaxfrxtx is made up of contributions and membership fees from 

'he various chapters» Each member organization pays member ship B* 
O t E I C E O b X H E D X K E C X O K 

fe«s of one dollar per person of its membership e ch year. 

present only about |?00 in zotyp^sfylfojoes is netted a year» This 

money and other jfor% activity 

DEWKXMEMX Oh XHE IMXEKIOK 
flMIXED 3XVXE2 
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purposes. 

The League publishes a quarterly magazine called SIRVALA. 

The various Y3\ chapter® take turna in publishing this» The 

first issue of the year 1946-47 came out this month *md was 

published by the Chicago YB% The sec nd 3 ssue(>lovefcer) will be 

put out by the lew York YBaj the third issue (Feb. 1947) will be 

issued by the Young Peoples Group, Chicago Buddhist Church| *md 

the last issue of the year will be by the Cleveland YB&.* 

The League has a central news bureau at the national headquarters 

in Jew York City» This news bufeau is a clearing house for all 

K .Y .B . L . news and is operated by the exectitive secretary« 

Probably the most important business transacted at the conference 

waa the setting up of plans for the Buddhist Scholarship Fund and 

the Minister Training Program. The 1UY.B.L. is taking the leid in 

supporting the drive for training fiwxx H s e i Buddhist priests in the 

tV3* The affiliation with the Buddhist Churches of America, 

is very significant. This Buddhist Churches of America organization 

is headed by Bishor Matsugake of 3*n Fr-ncisco .and Is regarded as 

thoroughly orthodox. It was because of the^Japanese element that 

some of the Buddhist leaders broke away from this BCA and began 

forming non-sectaria gr ups. It will be w rthwhlle to watch 

the merger of the 1«Y.B.I,» and BOA very closely» T'̂ .e members of the 

E.Y.B.L» tend to be liberal and progressive. The move to set up 
OLKICE Ob XHE DIKECLLOK 

Minister training program in the U.S. illustrites their trend of 

thinking* The BSA group on the iother- hnnd is dominated by older 

Issel Buddhist ptfceStsw^O are orthodox "lint heir, thinking. The 

DEbVKJLWEMl OL XHE IM1EKIOK 
Y.B .L . ? hower, feels that/ if iQuddhiait <in the U.3, is to havé 
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SiWS&Svf » a 1 1 ^ddniat churches and groups must cooperate and RJbAICXOKAJ 

work together. They fsilpckx though that Buddhism in tho U.S, 

Is going to have to develop along American cultural Unas rather 

than the old Ja *snese patterns» The affiliation with the 38ft is 

in one sense ah attempt on tho part of the E .Y .B .L , to liberalize 

this old orthodox group. It is too early to tell whether this 

group will succedd in keeping tne leadership that it has demonstrated 

so far or wh-ther the old orthodox group will gradually regain 

its pre-war p wer. 

O E M C E Oh X H E D I K E C X O K 

MV3HIUGXOM 

MVK KErOCVXIOM VJQXHOKIXA 
DEWKXMEI4X OL XHE IMXEKIOK 

flMIXED 21VXE3 
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S o © : See Field Report on Eastern Young Buddhist's League Conference, 
Hleld Report dated August 19th, 1946, for additional information 
on this minister's training program. *oTOM.aaHTTOaomo 

There has been some agittation for the past several years to 

set up a Buddhist school in the U .3 . for training Buddhist 

ministers, ^n attempt was made during the relocation center days 

to give some training * * to Buddhist minister candidates at 

Topaz where Bishop Matsukage's headquarters were loc ted. 

the Eastern Young Peoples league whioh was foundAd by 

a emallgr^up of ^ sei Buddhists in tlewYork City a year or so ago 

has been the most active group in pushing such a minister training 

program since the «x*x»*x*k«x*a*x end of the war. In the first 

annual conference of the 12YBL which was D i d in Chicago, May 31-

June3, 1 46 this group after hearing a report on the unstable 

conditions of the Buddhist Church organization in U*3. decided to 

take the lnititlave in working out a plan for a Buddh'st ibhool 

for Buddhi t minister candidates. 

Briefly, the EYBL hopes to set up a school which i l l be loc ed 

either in lew York City or Chicago. *x»x An English speaking 

professor of Buddhism will be iiurtiwAxx secured from Japan as 

soon as possible to train Jlsel candidates. The candidates after 

receiving this training will then be sent to a university in order 

to obtain a recognized degree. To suppprt such a sohool W program 

the EJTBL is sponsoring a nationwide scholarship fund. $25,000 

has been set as the miniumum goal. XB* groups throughout th 

country will be asked to sponsor drives to raise money for t 

fund» 
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^M^peclal scholarship fund comm'tteewas set up to malte plans 
UCLOKA 

Tor~ThIs drive. This committee is headed by Rev. Kona of the 

Midwest Buddhist church (Shin sect) x Noboru Honda, president of 

the Chicago Buddhist Chureh(non-sec arlan) is also on the fund 

committee. The Chicago Buddhist church is also represented n the 

Minister Training Committee by Rev, Kubose. 

The Committee on Ministers Training drew up the following 

suggestions an presented them to the President of th© EB3L. 

SY3L MilTSTIRS CCMMITT2E REPORT 

I . APPLICATION 

A. Application may be made by 
1« Direct, application by prospect 
2 . Recommendation 

a. Reverends and organization. 
3 . Prospect sponsored by church, league, or group* 

B. Qualification 
1 . H igh school graduates and undergraduate col lege students« 

2 . College graduates 

3 . Ordained m i n i s t e r s , i.ejfc, I s s e i and Misei m i n i s t e r s . 

I I . SDUCAriC IAL PROGRAM 

A* Applicants 

1 . High school graduates and undergraduate college students 
a. Study for i .A . degrse-post-gr^duate study on Buddhism 
of one ye<?r and half at Buddhist school or privately. 
b. During su mer vacation-either sbhdy privately under 
tutelage or work at church as church worker. 
c. Finance. 

1 . Tuition and living expenses paid until graduation. 
2 . College graduate, 

a. Take post-graduate work at un versity. 
o e e i c e o f c X H E D Z K E c x o ^ s u ^ e r vac at 1 oil'- -Buddhi s t research 

x 0 . Finance 
1 . Tuition and part of living expenses paid. 

3* Ordained ministe rewgHmexoM 
a. Take post-graduate work. -b . Tuit5 ©4 Wiid* rOCVXIOM YJQXHOKLLA 

D'EIWEX^EWX OE XHE MLEBIOK 
iiMIXED 2XVXE2 
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^ p p Ä s l t school Ut3» for Buddhist ministers 

BflA 

MINISTERS COMMITTEE REP HT fioont.) 

B* Establishing Buddhist School in U*3«A. 

1« Location to be determined after c nsidering concentration of 
Buddhist cultural center and other things pertaining to 
school• 

2 . Instructera 
a* Ministers in America 
b« Instructors from Japan 

3* Finance 
a* Gontributiona—Japanese and Caucasians* 
b* Support by churches, "league, national office» 

I I I * METHOD Of misim FUND 

A* Church quotas 
B. Contributions from outside 

IV* Smxx BOARD 

A, Local Board 
1* Contact group for incoming and outgoing ideas with 

churches, le«pue, national office, eto* 
Bt District Board 

1* Group to consolidate suggestions from ocal board 
and contact national office, etc* 

C* National Board 
1* Central Board where all incoming suggestions are 
received and where ideas are m atarialiped to working unit* 
2« Other detail work as aoce^ti g applicants, etc* 

This report is to be submitted in the form of a prop s*al 

to Bishop Matsukage of the Buddhist Churohes of America* The 

Eastern Youth Buddhist League feels that Bishop Vataukage's 

ferg*S±x*fc±»iaxi,hould be the central organization for all 

Buddhists in Axe the U . 3 . 

ifcxiaxinteresting Some friction with the non-sectarian groups 

may result because of this* Eteeiaaon*sectarian groups such as 

Rev* Kubose's g r o u p j ^ i I l n l Q S 4 n ^ @ l e s 

have broken away from the B u f i f f i l H i P 6 1 1 ^merlcnx organization. 

OIiMGE OR X I I B DIKEGXOK 
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tr43M$ago' (non-sectarian) Buddhist Young People's Association 

has Joined the £*Y»S»L« and several prominent members of this 

group h^ve been appointed to the Minister Training Committee* Thus 

while the Chicago Buddhist Church officially is not part of the 

Buddhist Churches of America organization, the YPA group has 

become affiliated with it through the E«Y*S* L . membership 

Since the plans for the Minister Training program are still 

nebulous, there has not been any opportunity for friction between 

the non-sectarian groups and Buddhist Church organization to 

develop 

MV8H1HCJLOM 

M V K KETOCVXIOM VflXHOKIXA 
DELVKXIrtEMX OE XHE IMXEKIOK 

ilMIXED 2XVXE3 
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The activities of the Chicago Chapter of the J1CL during the 

summer months were limited to several social affairsP afid « TO3omo 

short but spirited program to gat local support for the Claims 
ayax*x»*xxKtix*fc Repr» 

Bill at the time the Bill was defaated In the House in Washington 

A dance held at International House in July drew a 

nisei a tendance of some 200» A picnio on August 25 brought 

out about 150 Mlsal and Issel» This pionic which was held In 

a forest preserve some miles outside of Chic-go did not draw 

many of the young Nisei group. Most of the 150 In attendance 

were fam *ly groups composed of Hlsei families» A s sail handful 

of single Misai girls came but very faw Hisal boys were on the 

scene* ^art of this was caused by the inaccessibility of the 

picnlxc grounds. The foraat preserve was located milesoutside 

of Chlaago and could be reached only by special bus or private 

car« 

Except for a ball gamet the picnic activities 

consisted of small family groups eating their lunches together 

and gossiping» % a l l £am±x groups of friends stayed together 

and there was not much mixing oxcart among the small "iisei 

children» 

Fall activities: 

The main activities of the fall program are a membership 

drive and a I Wtti ' i ? t l4 i l i54l$ l i3 fx i5 i c a 1 N l s * 1 l n t h e 

fall elections» 

The election activities consisted largely of sending 

circulars urging JACL members to ragister and t vote and 

exrlain-eng registration and voting procedure in Chicago. 

raOTDIW* 

Iff 
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OEEICE Oh T i l 

The present membership of the local JACL chapter akxx is 

slightly over 300* An effort is now being made to materially 

increase this number. A membership drive held last Spring 

in Chicago was not a success as far as numbers ware concerned. 

At that time a rather vigorous campaign was carried on with 

Volunteer recruiters, teams* etc* General apathy of the local 

Nisei towards ift&xmn&x i M group problems and antagonism 

towards J*CL were xfcxXXax reaponsible for the failure of this 

first membership drive« 

The present membership of some 300 rapreaanta a 

xtaatx select Nisei group. The majority are professional and 

white collar workers* 
Fall Membership dttve to raise ffongy foy expenses, 

The present membership dftfcve waa brought about by the 

desperate financial condition of the local chapter* A ye*.r 
uxxm $§E&Z9|1$&4S 

ago the loc^l Chapter agreed to asaist the National JACL 

chapter by carrying the ex ens©s of the Midwest Office 

secretary* The expenjj|ygf the Midwest J MIL offices such as 

the representative's salary and office expenses are carried 

by th© natiaiial chapter. 

To date the local chafpfca's funds have come from several 

sources. Membership fees of the 300 members bring in only a 

small revenue and part of this goes to the Natl nal Chapter* 

About a yeor ago a laxxl small group of local membera formed 

Month1 club within the local J ACL chapter. Each member 

of this club donates a dollar a month In addition to paying 

membership feas of the lo£Wi'j:tthaffter• There are 30 members 

;QCVXIOM VOLH< 0 m QE XHE IMX HMIXED 2XVXE2 
, M Y K XEFOGYXIOM VflXHOKIXA 
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Individual members make small contributions from time to 

time. These consist of small amounts of money or donation o f ™ 

office supplies« 

Dances are held to Raise meney* The October dance which 

is advertised as 2nd Anniversary Dance of JICL primarily Is 

being sponsored to raise funds. 

Another source of income is the local JACL Issel supporters 

group or Koenkai. This group started out with a lot of fanfare 

but is now largely Inactive,(notet A separate report Is elng 
prepared on the JACL Koenkai) 

The Issel supporter group raised an inltttal fund of some $1500 

when it was organized six or seven months ago. A large proportion 

of this fund was sent to the National JA-0L treasury. 

Inspite of the above means of ee venue the local chapter 

has steadily fallen behind in its financial program. The main 

expense of the local chapter is the salary of the Midwest 

JACI secretary. By July of 1946 the local JACL treasury . 

was exhausted* At the present time October the gtxr? salary 

of the Midwest JACI secretary for August and September x n Is 

still unpaid. The present membership drive was brought about 

largely by the treasury deficit. 

Special oabinAt meetings have been held from tlaa to time 

to discuss the problem of *±j&a»Le*six finances. Ever since the 

organization of the local chapter in 19*4, the financial 

probata has been the most important hindering Matter of t 

Chicago chhpter. The amount left in the local treasury 

from membership fees after the nat'o al chapter's share 



4 
«J ACL Chicago 

Oct, 7 , 1946 

P P :..•• •• •:;..••..; - ,.. ..•••• :... . - detoung 
r VHD 

KYjMKOI 
ajLYXBH 
DXlltD 

BilA 
a never bsen enough to cover current operating expenses 

of the local chapter much leas Covering salary expense of 

the Midvfeat secretary. 

The present desperate financial plight broughfabout the 

formation of a special committee on 3udggt and Finance. 

4 minimun of §1100 Is needed to carry on the activites of the 

local office for the balance of the year* To raise this 

money the committee organized the following program. 

1« September was designated as 1Enlist another member month'* 

Each member of the local chapter was afeked to enroll at least 

one additional member during the month of September* There were 

293 members at the beginning of September, 1946. From this 

drive the committee hoped to a&iee several hundred dollars. 

Letters and bulletins carrying this pleas were sent to each of 

the 293 members. 

The results of this xexptex September drive were very 

disappointing. At the end of the month only a handful of 

new members had been enrolled by the tmxt old members. The 

membership fees collected barely covered the cost of mailing 

letters and bulletins announcing the drive. 

2 . A apecA&l program to push the sales of Ben Kurokl's book* 

"Boy from y'lebraska* was organized. An arrangement was made 

in which on all orders taken by the local chap er 20$ of the 
O E L I C E O E X H E D I K E C i O K 

purchase price of the book would be credited to the local 

chapter. The oommittee f f l ^ ^ f ^ a t least 500 books could 

be sold in Chic Age* K i Slowness > ln/rs»«POaas: brought this DEbVKlMEMX OE XHE IMlEKIOK 
estimate down to 250. i n K i b & E & V 1 v© 20% of t e purchase 
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^fders and money had to be sent to the National JA.CL 
Only a few orders had 

td&icie»£dquarters by September 15 . txszxmexxIfxtiKxixxxx^nrx 

been recieved by that date. The committee felt that 250 

copies could still be sold and a few members advanced 

autographed 

enough money of their own to order 250 copies. The book 

is sfeobduled for release around October 9 . If all these 

autbgraphed copies are sold, the local chapter will net about 

3 . Two dances as lneomamqp producing affairs have been 

scheduled for the rest of the year» On© will be held in the 

middle of October, the other will he a semi*for:T*al affair probably 

tft-JPS duftng the Christmas holidays. 

4 . The 1 Buck a Month' club KanknemfetiBXjrliixfcax is another 

source of Income for which plans of expansion have b^en set 

up. The present membership of 30 is made up of professionals 

and higher s&fcried white collar workers. The Committee hopes 

to increase this substantially. 

5 . The committee also drew up tentative plans for a raffle 

»tjcWxjixixaa which may be held during the holiday season» 

The poor response to the embership drive xxxxax during 

the month of September a&tefcaAx brought about a reduction 

of membership fee for the balance of this year to |l*50 . 

OEEICE OE ¿ H E DIKECXOK 

MV8HI I4GJ.OM 

M V K K E r O C V X I O M V f l X H O K I X A 

D E W K X M E M X OL XHE IMXEKIQK 
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the membership fa© of §1*00 from each individual member* 

a very low percentage of th* YBA memberspcfeaaomr have 

contributed this small amount* The exaolive secretary of the 

group works on a volunteer basis* 

The success of the Chicago oonfere ce which when it is 

analzjted consisted largely of social meetings and parties 

leads the observer to suspect that this social aspect of the EYBL 

Is the main focus of interest rather than the st ted fooras of 

^.mericanizing Buddhism« The Conference to it±*kx whioh member 

YBA sent delegates drew up elaborate plans for such a program 

but have been unable to carry them through* The delegates 

however had a very good time dur'ng the conference* Sightseeing 

tours were sponsored, a dance held, three or form dinner parties 

given* From a social standpoint the Conference w^s hugex success* 

Four months later there are scarcely any tangible results of the / 
proposed pr ogram of the EY3L. 

The next EYBL conference will >e held in NewYork un er the 

sponsorship f the Eastern YBA groups* IXXXMX Already interest 

In attending this conference is expressed by lo al members* 

This interest, however, consists atlhly in the social and recreational 

aspects the conference* 

OEEICE OB X H E DIKECJ.OK 

MV2HIMGJLOM 

M V K KErOCVXIOM VflXHOKIXA 
DEbVKXWEMX OE XHE II4XEKIOK 
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The SYBL Scholarship Drive(desfcibed in Field Feport-Xggust 19 

EYBL Conferenee) 

which was discussed at the Eastern Young Buddhist's Conference 

in May and June of 1946 has again been announced» A memorandum 

to the various EYBL member clubs and other interested groups 

has been issued by the executive secretary of the SYBL, The 

quota of |25,000 remains the same» 

No actual plans for fund drives have yet been set up. The 

same type of memorandum was issued four months ago at the end 

of the EYBL conference in Chicago. The 3cholarship Drive was 

not ab^e to gtet underway during this four month period. The 

Midwest XBK group here was one of the active sponsors of the 

Scholarship fund. This grojtpt however, has not worked out any 

plans here for raising its share of the scholars ip quota» 

The EYBL which started out two years ago with three charter 

members has on paper seven members» These Y^A organizations are 

in iewYor>, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Ohio, Illinois, Mlsso rlt 

and Minnesota» The EYBL conference held May 31-June 2 in 

Chicago was a resound'ng success. The organization has **etup 

an official publication-'Sirvana1 which has a nationwide circulation 

The SYBL was the group that formulated »|?ans for t&a Hlsei 

Ministers' Scholarship Fund, 

Since the Chicago conference(May31«June2),the SY1L 

has begun to fallapart. As indicated above plans for the 
OKEICE .Ofc X H E DIKECXOK 

Scholarship .d**we *«*a* we e not put into effect. Financially 

the SYBL is in a very bad financial support comes 

MVK KErOCVXIOM VflXHOKIXA 
DEWKXWEMX OE XHE IMXEKIOK 

flMIXED 2XVXE8 
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Y T M O H T U A W O I T A O O J M >IAW * * aexoung 

MOTOMIH8AW W 

The Midwest Buddhist Church(3hin group heeded by Rev» Kono) /A> 

which holds Its meetings on the clear North Side has TOaoraTO 

conducted a mambarshi drive* This Midwest Church which is 

atill dominated and controlled by a group of fairly young THh 

members h<*sregularly drawn a sizeable attendance at the Sunday 

services* On special occasions as many as 500-600 Buudh sts 

have attended services* Actual church membership is another 

matter for only a fraction of the Sunday attend«nee are 

church members* 

Return to the Wast Coast has taken away many of the original 

le dor» In the Midwest church *nd a slseablo proportion of the 

original membership. To recruit now members a membership dlive 

was carried out in September* 

The Midwest Church was founded by a group of ^isal under 

the direction of a young 3hin priest, Fav. "ona in 1944* At 

this time the numbers of Issai in the city ware neglifctfcible« 

But even now whan the proportion of Issai h*sa prob bly rat rned 

to pre-war level, the Midwest Church still remains dominated and 

contro led by a young Nisei group* The membership drive indicates 

this* For this drive, the city was divided into sections 

and each section sponsored a social and da ce for youm? % dhlsts 

in these sections* As a result, 52 new members ware enrolled* 

These were all young Nisei* 

The Midwest Church now claims the l^rgast membership of 

any Buddhist Church In the What is actually neant i 

that the Midwest X3A. is the largest Y M group in the U*3* 

For all present purposes the Midwest n&st and Midwest Budd 

V \ 
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t h e aa-ne# The Midwest Y3A group uses these two 

terms Interchangeably« This is a decided contrast to the Chicago 

Buddhist Church were the young people's group is only ne 

of sever 1 club organizations attached to the church. In a 

sense the Midwest Church can be described as a fairly etive 

YBA group which sponsors Sunday religious services* 

The membership chairman of the membership drive, a young 

ex-Gi, says in regard to the drivel 

"The only way to get t e interest of the young people 
In church activities is to emphasize the social part of church 
life* Young people today have to be made an attractive offer. 
That is why I have organized this series of socials and dances 
in each section« 

Many of the xnix young people who attended there enjoyed 
themselves and made new friends and as a result have come to 
our churoh since. We got over 50 new church (YB4) members through 
these sectfcnn socials. I f the older Nisei members of the TBk 
would act as good-yill emissaries and take more Interest in this ' 
i"oung group w© could get many more new members , * 

Oj&MCE O i XHE DIKEGXOK 

MV2HIMCXOM 

M V K KErOCVXIOM VflXHOKIXA 

D E W K X M E M 1 OL XHE IMXEKIOK 
ilMIXED 2XVXE8 



Economic adju^ment 1 
guisess esta xshments Got. 15, 1946 

Chicago 
J* daYoung 

VHD 
VBOMDS 
UTAIIOI 

' l ^ i ü riMIJLBD 

WM Bilk 

MÄkiciosf̂ ® largest and most successful Japanese restaurant in 

Chicago, the DelWre Chuadena, vras forced out of business early 

last summer when its lease was not renewed« This restaurant 

was located on East Delaware Place which is in the heart of the 

Near North Side L-ke frcmt area of high priced restanuants and 

night clubs* The Delaware Gardens was an elaborate establishment 

comparing favorably to the well-known Miyako Restaurant of lew 

Jork City* It had spec'al banquet rooms in addition to several 

public din ng rooms* It lmmediatol b~onme very populir with 

resettiera in Chicago especial! for spe&iäl oocaslons such as 

wedding receptions, dinner meetings, etc* A dinner meeting might 

bring in a crowd of a hundred and fifty to two hundred Japanese* 

Wedding receptions also brought out large numbers of Ja anese 

in groups* 

Recently the report has circulated in the Japanese community 

thatthe main reason for the non-fenewal of the 3sê s© w*s because 

of the large numbers of Japanese who wer9 seen in this 'exllusive 

restaurant raighbrohood* * AoeorftftAg to the editor of tie local 

Japanese newspaper, the Saucesion business men in this area 

exerted pressure on the real estate company to force out the 

Japanese restaurant* "hen the le^se came up, it was not renewed * 

This highlights one of the handicaps that face the l^r^er 

Japanese restaurants* If such a restaurant wants to draw 
OFIILCE OE X H E D I K E C X O K 

Caueaslon clientele, It must be loc ted in an xxeax- good 

restaimant neig borhood for Cauc as ions will go to slum 

area of * little 2 o »KEIlGet- ' -'f£' AöoHre[;.reitiffliiÄ*ant does locate 
DEBVEXMEMX OL XHE IMXEKIOK 

MIXED 8XVXE8 
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from Cauca®ion 

competitors* This pressure here in Chicago has not been one 

of business competition but father mora of racial discrimination* 

The main reason for opposition 6t the Delaware Gardens was in the 

fact that too many Japanese were being seen in this exclusive 

nttngxfesx restaurant area« ^ighboring business men claim that 

in thai summer, or wds of Japanese congregated on the lawn^that 

Japanese news pa ers were scattered about * n £ --'ttoifcxfcftnxxxBxxx 

In short Japanese individually or in small groups is on© thing 

but large numbers of Japanese is »mother in this type of 

area» 

The only other elaborate Japanese restasmemt is also in 

the samo type of xsxtxx exclusive restaurant region* ?hls 

restaurant caters largely to a Caucasion clientele of middle and 

upper class status and does not go out of the way to seek 

Japanese group trade* Individuals and small groups of Japanese 

patronize this restaurant but not in the same numbers as *X*x 

was the case for the Delaware Gardens* This restaurant is not 

used to any extent for vedding receptions or dinner meet i &s* 

The Ja arose Xssei manager is not interested in getting such 

groups* He make8 no screcfc of the fact thatha considers his 

Caucasion clientele the important part f his business* As a 

result he is not too popular wife!« the Japanese community* His 
:e Oh 1 H E DIKECXOK . 

Japanese customers tend to bo the professional, and tmtx&x intellectual 

gTOUp* . MVgH IMGXOM 

MVK KErOCVXIOM VÍ1XHOKIXA DEbVKXWEMX OL XHE IMXEKIOK HMIXED 8XVXE2 
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KXOT&O^ exclusive area, there is danger of pressur 
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wM fbVlfhe Chicago Shimpo Is an eight page tabloid size Japanese 

L—iiSnJ^uage newspaper which claims to havfy a subscription list of 

over 3,000* About half of this subscription Is in Chicago and 

the other half Is on the West Coast an the Eastern States, (3ee 

Field Rpt. A.uge 3, 1946 for description of physical facilities of 

3himpo plant) 

T^e Shimpo Is Is edited by Bob Fuji! formerly of He rt Mountain* 

(Hansans repprts from Ht. Mt. has material on Fujli 's activities in 

the relocation center)» Joe Koide Is assistant editor. . 

The Chicago Shimpo has been Important In shaping community 

thought especially amongst the Issei group« The previous background 

of the two editors is significant in this respect. Both were 

formerly on Japanese language newspapers dn the West Coast« They 

are young Issei being in the 1xtmx forties and have reputations 

as being 'liberal1 in thought and action. 

In Santa Anita assembly center, Fujii and Koide organized 

a series of Americanization classes f r Issei. This lecture series 

was known as "American Geography Clas* for IsseiH . xtoistfetei This 

title was deliber tely chosen to forestall criticism from the 

pro-Japanese Issei. Actually the lectures were devoted to 

U.3 . history and democratic prinlcjbt&es of U.3» government. 

These lectures proved to be ve y popular in the assembly center 

and large turnouts of several hundred were not unusual. (The fact 

otEicttotf was very little activity for Issei in the assembly cente 
should be taken Into consideration when inte rpretating this l^rge 
attendance.) 

MV2HIMGXOM 
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Fujll and Koide v ere transferred o Heart Mountain Relocation 

oAnter and there F^Jii started a mimeographed newsletter in 

Japanese» Both Fujli and Kolde were convinced that Japan would 

lose the war and this attitude did not make them too popular with 

the larger group of Isse1 * 

Fujil at the close of the war was anxious to carry on with 

his liberal Japanese newspaper and felt that a large rasettler 

area would be the best spot for such an undertaking* Accordinglyf 

he came to Chicago» 31nee he possessed little capital it was 

necessary to raise outside money to f anca the Chicago venture» 

The Issai Japanese with money to invest in such a venture ware 

the local pre-war Isaai business man« The rasettler Issai 

with capital were investing in business antarprleses where an 

Immediate rat rn w~s found and where risk was not so great* 

Mr» Mukoyama, local Issai art dealer, became the ixx4*x?e 

dominant forca for raising money for this venture in the local 

business group» H~ advanced part of the necessary capital an 

sponsored meetings of local tax Issai business men at vhich he 

stressed the importance of having a Japanese newspaper in Chicago« 

While as a group, the local Issai business man were much 

than the I*ssei 

mora aware of the currant developments of the warfDckxajcxwaxa 

not of relocation canters they ware not as *liberal* as Fujil« 

The editorial policy of the newspaper at first was fairly cautious 
in expressing the so-called *liberal1 viewpoints. Mukoyama 

exerted his influence as ^ ¿ S f c 9 newspa er to the fullest 

extent* His c o n n e c t h i m into he 

DEbVKXWEMX OK 1HE IM1EKIOK 
pufrlic eye and it was IargftoJ®!>o®lWJ«8® co ection that he 

OEIilCEt OE 1 H E DIKECXOK 
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I bììa 
he began to emerge as leader In the resettler community. 

I 

Mukoyama was also the main contact of the Issel community with 

the famous Japanese political refugee, Dr. Oyama, who had 

settled at Horthweatern University in Chicago. Dr. Oyama whose 

liberal poiileal views had xit&ekinxx succeeded in banishing him 

from Japan did not take any active role in community affairs but 

his ideas were in line with some of the liberal views of Fujii* 

However, Dr. Oyama wuftAxM®*xtxkwx did not wish to emerge from 

retirement to mix in local affairs and confined his contact to 

a few tixxx IsseI like Mukoyama whom he had met when first 

coming to Chicago before the war* 

As the Chicago 3himpo became more and more established, 

the influence of Mukoyama gre- increasingly Irksome to the 

editors* This fraction that developed was not so much on 

Idealoglcal grounds although M tended to be much conservative 

than the edttors but largely because of the Interference of M 

in the newsrarer man* ge nent* A break was inevitable and came 

in the summer of 1946, a làitle less than a year after the 

incorporation of the newspa er• 

Today the Chicago 3hlmpo is ope *?ted by i'ujli as an 

individual enterprise a id deoends on circulation and. advertising 

revenue jfor sup ort. Whether Fujii can succeéd in this venture 

is still problematical* The current expenses of the nevr sparer 

are being met by the advertising revenue and circulation* àap 
OIiIiTCE Oh X H E DIKECXOK 

saferseenztxaEX 
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he break between Fujii and kfcaxgxxxM and his small group 

kicxomj 

of~supporte rs came at about the same time that other young 

liberal leaders were becoming concerned over M*1s activites* 

{This leaarrs ilp rivalry was discussed in brief In October 

14 summary report) 

Fuji ! through his newspaper is now attempting to push 

more liberal IssAl Into the community limelight» In addition t 

to issuln the newspaper, Ffljli and his small group of supports rs 

have been organizing recreational programs for Issei , The Judo 

tournament of last summer was one of those programs. Recently 

the Chicago Shimpo sponsored a production of a Japanese Classical 

play which Is being given in various p«rts of the eity» In 

these Issei programs, M» and his cohorts are being ignored as 

far as active sponsorship goes* Where previously M-would be 

chairman or master of ceremonies, other !si#§ business men, usually 

resettlers are performing these functions» 

While Fuji ! does not openly d&Mt to an attempt to build 

up new Issei leaders, asseclates of his feel thafe this is his 

aim» It is significant hat Fujil apparently feels that the 

time is not yet ripe for young liberal Issei like himsefcf or 

Kolde to take over leadership In the Issei group» The *ssai 

that the Chicago Shimpo has been putting in the limelight recently 

are older Issei who while not 'liberals1 are not as conservative 

location center leaders» , 

• MV8HIMOXOM 

M V K KErOCVXIOM VflXHOKIXA 
DEbVKXNEMX OE XHE IMXEKIOK 

flMIXED 2XVXE2 


