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Interview with Corky T. Kawasaki

Chicago R.ncttlor"'OOmlittot

Corky T. Kawasaki 1s exeoutive director of the
Chlcago Resettlers' Committee and as such is a key person
in ﬁaking contacts with membersof Japanese Arerican organizations.

He is Nisel, in his late thirti s or early fortlies, 1is

makfred and has three children., Prior to ev-cuation he was
gonnected with the export-import business in Seattle., With
his family e went from Puyallup Assembly Center to Minidoka
hut.nftor-few months transferred to Tule Lake . ZRXraxXXEXEXAxEl
xnkidxkoguntxk945. At Tule Lake he helped organize® the
Tule Lake Co-op and in 1943 was elected execttive secretary
of the All-Center Co-op Enterprises. He had transferred
to Gran,da Center at time of t e Segregation program, He
held the position of executive secretary untlil centers began
to close late in 1945, .

lie resettled in C:leago ' in August 1945 and thue from
lenghh of residence is one of the newgomers to the city.
‘ds wide eontacts through Go-op in the centers provided nim
with a fairly large circle of frie-ds and acquaintenges in
Chicago snd he soon beosme active in the Chicago Resettlers’
Committee, 4t this time tue Chicago R settlers' Committee
eéonsisted of a small grow of volunteers who tried to
supplement the assistance 5tvcn-hw the War Relocation Authority.

When the Chlcago R4settlers' Committee was set up as
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Interview %ith Corky T. Kawasaki
Chieago Resettlers' Coimittee

a full time orga ization, he was chosen as executive uentm.
In appesrance, he is a med ' um sized, slightly plumb and
8lightly bald young nep with a full round face. Ie has a very
benié,n expression and smiles g great deal, He is extremely
friendly. He speaks fairly fluent English although he has a
ratier proncunced accent. !(is volee is soft and with\/({mint

gives the impression occasionally of lisping.

The Chieago Resettlers' Committee office is situated
on the first flooxr of a small (&wwal :amny‘siu)ap‘artmnt
house. The office apparently at one time was a Japanene
photographer's shop for tmi'c is a showease in the front in
which photographs are still dlsplayed. Next door to the
office, is a migm photographer's sign. The office oons 1at;a of
two rcoms, & square reception room with a aéeretary's desk
an® sevepral chédrs and couch and a small walled off office far
the zmax executive director, There is only one phone and this
is on the direotor's desk whic: '8 a large old fashloned :
table affair. Office equipment is at a minimum., The Committee
is running on a very small budget. The director roefn'vu
43,000 a year, There is a part time Nisei girl sesretary.

A tremeddous amount of work, however, seems to be done
by thls small staff, Oince the comm'xt.tu' was set up in its

pregent quartcrs approximately 1400 persons ave rece v:d
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some type of assistance., A major part of this assistance
is helip in finding Jjobs and housing, The Committee has a
c¢entral housing file and inaddition to having its own
Job file cooperates closely with the USES, Committee acts also
as referral agency and refers welfare or legal cases to the
proper agency. A great proportion of the persons who utilize
the Committee's resources are I:zsei, |

The Committee sponscrs English classes fop lissei, It
publishes a monthly newssheet on resettler news and it
sponsors recreational activitics and welfare work.

This first interview with lr, Kawasaki wgs carried
e to eontinual barrage of telephone e¢z21ls, In the space of
one Lhour at least six ditrorént Japane se Amcrigan agengies
nad called either aeklng;gg giving 1nfornation.

¥r. Kawasakl was st ongce interested in the Resettlement
Study and zkxax offered all the assistance hls office -ouid
provide, He prepared a list.ot co.tacts and called several
by phone to tell thén about the study and to expect fax a visit
from us. He immedlately invi ed me to atterd the executive
board meeti g which was to held that evenin: xxi so tnat 1

gould meet some of the representative resettlers.
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Pormal Organization

Ghicago Resettlers' Committee Exectitive Board leeting

On Monday night, July 22, 1946, I attended the monthly
executive board meeting of the Chisago Resettlers' Co mittee
@ guest of the oxocutivo‘dxreotor. lir. Corky Kawasaki.
The Chieago Nesettlers' Commitee was formed last January
Iy a group of interected individuals and organizations when
it became apparent that there was going to be need for
some Information service to Japanese Americans when the local
WRA office closeds Four main purposes were out lined:
1. !9 set up a general informational-referral office for resettlers.
2, To establish a long range educ tional program for lssei,

3+ To ensourage wider use of existing community recreational
facilitles.

4, To maintain information files on housing, employmes, business °

SILr SeAITIoles oF Ty Reieairne | rvaum. T

A pald execttive tliﬂl!ﬁﬁixand secretary oonprise the
office staff of the Resettlers' Committee., A budget of
§6,300 was set up for the first year of operation, To date
alnost all the financilal support has come from interested
organizations and in€ividuals in form of donations. Various
ehurch groups, for example, have pYedged varying amounts ror.
the yesr ani are paying thece mmXkx&x pledges !n monthly
installments. throc such ehuroh‘organizntionn have pledged
3100 a month for the first year, Other organizations have

donated small sums, Some individuals amonz tue Japancse

(PIRL >¢)
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Prmal Organization
Chioago Riuttlor'a Committee Executive Board Meeting

business men have likewlse pledged monthly sume, MNembership
in the Chicago Hesettlers' Conmittee is open to all interested
persons, Membership fees are two dollars (§2.00) per year.
The intere-ting fe:ture of membership is that the Committee
has not as yet solicitewbed am single member. A mboﬂbxp.
drive 1s scheduled fmmxthax sometime in the next $wo months,
In spite of the fact that members have not been sought, there
are roughly 180 paid members who have asked of their own
volifition to become members. On the basias of this type of
interest a good response to menbership drive is antieipated,
The Advisory Board of the Chicago Resettlers' Gom_mntu
includes many prominent and well-known names in the business,
@ educatlonal and raligloual flelds of Chicago. The
Execttive board which was meonr}g this night is heavily
loaded withsuccessful Issei businesem n. (See exhibit)
The exegutive board meeting was not well attended
mainly eeause so many of 1ts members were out of town
either on vacation or on business. Nine ngmers of the board
were present, A'l tie officers excenrt the auditor who was
away on business vere present. A financial report was
presented. Roughly{2300 has been spent to date. Donations
to d«te have been around §2800 leaving a comfortable margin,

‘g’cat portion of budget has already been pledged by

Since
organi:ations snd individuals, the first year's financial

success seems assurxed.
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Formal Organization
Chicago Resettlers' Committee Exeoutive Board Meeting

The Resettlera' Committee sponsors En;ﬁ.lh langusge
classes twice a week both on the North and South Sides of
the citye. These 6lasses run all year around on request of
the students.

The Committee has requested membership in the Council of
Soelal Agenédes. As a member Xxmyxxx, the Committee would then
be eligible for finanelal assistance frem the Couneil of
Social Agmmeies .udget. A Council representative inve:tigatdd
the interviewing techniques and services of the Committee
and a formal application of me bers ip will be sent to the
Committee.

An impdrtant item on the meeting's =2genda was the coming
open meeting ¢f the Resettler's Committee., The Board decid-d
that a good meeting was essential for a membership drive is to
follow thls open mceting, AXtmmpgx Br., Oyama, famous Japanese
®liolar who has been a refugee at Northwestern University was
suggested as a possible speaker. 7/ ls was disearded when it
wag disgovered that Dr., Cyara does not ace pt public speaking
invitations. 3Second ohoiowka r. Stoddard, newly elected
president of Unlversit of Iliinols,whe has Ju t returned
from Japan wnm he headed an Bducational Mission. If Dr,
Roddard acedpts, a record crowd of Issel is expected.

/74,
Various other questions were - + A great deal of
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Pormal Organization _
Chicago Résettlers’' Committee Executive Board Meeting

time was wasted on long diseussion of hmi whether clobhes for
relief packages to Japan should be cleaned or not ¢leaned
vefore packing, Board decidsd after lenghty dlscussion that
thls was ninor detall and drafted a letter on real problem
wilch was announcement to the various church grouss that

only one co-ordinated dr ve for Japanese rellef would be
sponeered by the Committeegxmdx, In the past requests have
come from the FiYends, the Bre.thron. the Catholics, ete,all
wanting irdividusl drives,

ipressions of Exeoutive Board:

Since this was my first meeting with the board members,
I knew little or nothing about the members beforehand, . The
president, Harry K. Hayeda, is a young Nisel who is cmployod.
in the pepsonnel deprtment of the Curtise Candy Co. le is
in his middle twenties but 1s very maturc and is quite adept
at bandling older lssei. MNrs, Ken Nishii, the secretary,
is a young Hisel gradam: te student in sociology who has been
doing some indepenient resemmol on Jaﬁamao in Chicago and who
is now doing pubilaity work roz: the Americ-n Council of Race :
Relations. She 18 poised, gives the impression of belrg extremely
intelligent and is sure of herself at all times, Oorky Te

Kawasaki, the executive direector, has been descr bed in an
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Chicago Resettlers’ Committee Executive Board Meeting

erlier report. | ‘rvy;ﬁ

411 the rest of the board members\were Issel businessmen®
except fa one Buddhist priest., They all gave the impression
of being what 18 popularly called 'good solid middle chdss
representatives."

The group was interested in bhe Resettlement Study and
ofter the meeting, several of the Issel businessmen walted
to volunteer bits of information they though|might be
nelpful, The Board addo offieially went on reecord to
codperzte as mush .8 they could with the field wdrkcis in

Chicago.
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'NI3Z1 ORGANIZATION
Chisage JACL HMidwest Off lce
Interview vitk} Dr. Yatabe

On Tuesday ariorﬁuon, duly é}. 1946, I stopred at the
Kildwest office of the JACL to see lasao Satow, tie Hidwest
Representative. iis home is in NilwaukkKee,xmd He gomnutes
weekends and he had not returneds Dr. T.T. Yatabe who was
¥ldwest representative until April of 1946 vas in the office.
rs. !atabd is still soting as JACL secretary.

Dre T, Yatabe, a dentist, resigned as Nidwest JAC!
representaiive to peopen a dental o’fice, He 1s establishing
an offige in the Loop area of Chicz 0s Dr. Yatabe is Nisel
but falls in one of the oldest llsel age groups in the country.
He gradusted from college in 1918 whiech places him close
the 50 yesr mark, He practised denteXstry in Fresno. With his.
fanily he was evacusted to Tresno assembly coniéx- wiere they
wre statloned six months and finally was sent to Jerome. Ile
came to Chicago in 1943 :nd since that time @as bom assoclated
with the JACL, He couldn't mag get an Illinois ligense ®
practise dentistry until last years 3Zome r_tgulat.lonl forbade
his taking the state examinatlion until thAs last year,

Dr, Yatabe 18 a good speaker, very aggréssive and has very
definite ooinlons on almost every subjccts His office is now
in process of being egipped and he was killing tise in thedaCl
office. Hence, he was vnnns‘to talk at le gth of hia lmpreesions
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Dl‘o-ntlbﬁt interview
of the Japanese American group in Chleoago.
Zrevious clientele, Causasions liopes to bullt up Caucusion cléentele,

" I'm establishing my offlce over here on WestAdams 3tr et, The
by lding is old but the location is goods -hey mepe still remodelling
the offices, and that 1s why I'm over here. I1've my own equipment
and hope to be in there very soon. I'm noping to hui.n up an
exclusively Causasion clienteles Nost of my cllientele before the
wmr were Causasionss Here in “hicago 1 think . here is even

more opportunity, I mever had mush to do with Japanese up until
evacuation, 1 didn't youf up in a Japanece town. Uy parents
didn't have much contact with other Japanese, Yost of my playmates
were haku ins, ~ It wasti't until I was in the seeond year of

high school that 1 became aware of t e Nisel as a group. I grew
W with a bunch of Irish'mickel 1 was as tough as they were..My
boy is the. same way. He didn't have any Japanese fhfends before
evacuations Ve sent him to & training sehool and he was the only
Japanese there, When we sent to Fresno center he didn't like

it all boca.uu there were so many Japanese around. Now that we
gre in Chicago he mixes with an lamost oompletely Caucasion group.
He goes around talking about 'Ja s'(the boy 1s in early teens)
amoe & while, He doesn't think o’ himself as being of Japanese
ancestry. The only thlng‘ I'm afraid of is that one of these days
m'n run into some hard knoecks besause he is Japanese amd he'll

acoukbe a complex,
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Chicago JACL
Int. with Dr, Yatave

i iere are only about 20 other
Japanese famllies out theres 'hen 1 first came to Chilcago in
1943, 1 stayed at the ‘rethren Hostel and found an apartment
several blogks from the hLostel. Then we moved again amd this
apartment is about 5 or 6 blooks from the old one. Ue like it
there. All the stores know us and we've never lived in a Japanese
~ Gmnunitys The maln resson there aren't more Juranese in our‘
section 1s because there sre viry few vocanles out there. I
wuldn't want to lived down there 4n "Yabo town".(This refers to

'Jap' town on the NearlorthSide)

JACL in Chicago
There are about 300 members of the loeal chapler-here n

' Chicago. Iwas Midwest representative and Mas., Satow has that
and the East Coast, too. 350 he's mostl, ¢ ncerned with area
problems and then haesn't been Bere in Chicago very long. The
losal JACL president 1s vacationing in Nexieo City at t'e moment.
(Note, Hoboru Hondox, Iincoln Inse. Agenscy repr, was awarded this
trip to Mexieo Cit; by his Company {or fihe work he did past
year--this vacatior avard ie all expense trip/
It's hard to get local Chicago people to come out to neetings.
Chicago is so bige It takes an hour to hour an &lf to get
anyplace., Our largest turnout was for the Claims and ndemnification

meeting,
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Ints with Dr, Yatabe :

Toga Tanagois one of the moat actlve of tne loecal

wrikers, e used to be English editor of one of t e Japanese
language newspapers before the war and he worked in the feports

®etion at Menzanar.," !sizxewexzRxLXexTEEy DREHLRerixaMX

: !&%g%ﬁ !n spe aﬁng o!" non=Caucasion menbeys of the local

JACL says:"We have some Caucasion members bul they are not
outstanding people like they have in NewYork City. I watched
them in NYC quite closely and descided that pecple likk Clara
_ Glayman and C14f Forster were too active and vo-al and in a
sonio handlocaped the Nisel in the organization. 1 dc'_'_'dt mena
that they aren't excellent people. They are amd I like them
but they sre so very much interested that 1t seemed to me they
wre shoving younger =nd inexperienced Nisel out of the plcture.
These youn; kids who should be learning are afraid to come out
and compete with Caucasions who take the lead, JACL as I see it
is for these young Niasel and while I think 1t 1is good to
mave non-Jépanen memgers, I've been gereful here in Chicago to
@t the kind of people who won't inadvertemly sesre Nlsel
from participations, "
Notet Similar eriticism of the role of dominant Caucasion
personalities have been expressed by other evaguees. In NYC
this was one of oriticims evacuees ralsed asainst Cauc. menbers
of Resettle ent Board., 'Caucasions did all the talkin. and planning, '
Puls 18 & phsse that might be checked elsewhere. Juestion=-"To

what extent has leadershlp amongz Nisel been cnecked by
this type of Caucasion partieipation?"
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Chicago JACL

Int, with Dr. Yatabe

The Widwest office 18 very tiny., It consists of & small
anteroom not much bigger than 8' sfmare and tiny office for
segretary and Widwest representative., Supplies are stored ﬁn
reception recom whieh 18 =1so e uipped with mimeograpiing machine,
Lo:al Chapter also uses this office for their records. The
space ia inadequates Kot more than three or four people can

cocupy office at one time. All meetings must be held outside.

JACL Office offers some service to resettlers:

.Job of fere keep coming sontinually te the JACL ofrieq.
Seet office can do is o list thems OSince mosd of ther are
dozectiom ofers, J7 L find them very difficult to fill., Main
interest of lo¢z2l group is publieity and political sotivity.

Attitude towards Nisel professional workers .
Yatabe eannot understand why so many young lawayers are
opening offices in Chlcago. He saysy

"I don't see how they can make a go of it. I think for
‘#filzsel doctors and dentists the cpportunities sre good here LDegamse
you ean bullt up a Caucasion elientele and there is a demand for
doctors and dentists. 3Sut who 18 going to hire a young, inexperienced
Nisei lawycr Just out of law schools Four or five have opendd
offices here in the last npear, %e already have several very
good lisei lawyers here who are establishedwith the old time
Japanese residents here, Then there are lawyers like Tom ¥asuda
who eame here dubfing the war but who have yesrs of experbime
and practise bebind the:x on the West Coast. Another young lawyer
Tom Chino Bas been here for years and is establisied and hasa
Gaucasion partner. I __wouldn't go to these young Nisel lawyers
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Chicago JACL
Int. with Dr. Tatabe

Attitude toward Nigel profesglonal workerg

Af I had need of a lawyer, Of course, there i1s a little buying
and selling of businesses by Japanese now but this can't amount
to much. Then, too, in law especially in a plsce llke Chieugo
you have to play in with the politieians and how are thece young
Meeigoing to do that?"

f@_lnfsvorable ingidents:

"The police have been stremely cooperative ever since 1've

been here, %We Rad some stabbings a couple of years ago

and it looked for a time as though there might be trouble.

A ooupdd of these stabbings ocourred in bars, 1 think some -

o that was partly fault of these young wild Nisei boys
themselves..Iin onxe ¢anse a couple of boys probably werersying

to cut in on some V girle that a bunch of Filipéon's nad. With
a Filipino that's bound to make trouble regardless of whether
you are Japanese or nots Also in 1942 some of our Nisei boys
were pretty cocky. They floated from Job to Job and had no
genge of responsibllity . ot of that gang ls gone thoughs The
arny @rew off a lot of th ~ 1 think the army life was a very
god thing for these boys, Not that I mean that these kids should
teoome eanon fodder, but the ,ray disel line was good for them .
Some of them have ccme bagk -nd they are completely changod.

WM. lemorial Day Veteran Dinner

" We had a tremdndous veteran cddebration here last lemorial
day. Had about 1,000 vets from this area XEXxxxsixx in
attendance. Dinner was held at Stevens otel. This affalr wase
prob:bly biggest affalr of its kind for Japanese Americans in
this countygye Also probably biggest affalr Japanese group

hae ever sponsoreds It wad successfully too.The group came

out financially ahead,"
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BONOXIC LO0SS SURVEX

The American Couneil of Race Relations has announsced that
it 18 interested in sponsoring an economie loss survey among
the Japanese Asericans in Ch.cago. The nailn purpose o th's
survey will be to get figures that can be used in ecnjunetion
with the elalas bill now pending in Congress,

Ihve not nad the opportunity to tadk with any of the
ACER people in Chicago, but a similar survey wag recently
garrled out by the American Couneil of Race Relations on
the West Coasts Questionaries, both in English and Japanese)
were mailed a thousand or;uorb individuals, Returns were
n-slibh.l. it 12 ppported(this will be checked on) tha t
mly 200 retums were received. With this in mind, an attempt
is ﬁoins made by the Chicago group to ensure a larzer percentage
of returns,

Whlle the American Councll of Race Relatlons will sponpr
the survey, the maxx Chicago Japanese Amer ican Councll(whieh
will offielally be Dorn next londay night, July 29) will do
the work invelved in carrying out the survey.

A gommittee representing the thoaéo Ja anee dmerican
Couneil has been miskkxx meet ng on this problem and the analyst
ws asked in an mffiekxix unoffifeal capacity to sontribute
to the general dlscussion. Accordingly, I met wabk for
a few hours with one of the conmittee mexmbers who 1s also
a top otﬂohl in the Chicago "esettlers'Coumittee and
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Yent over various methods of presenting such a survey to
the publige.

The poor showing of the West Coast survey seemed to be
explainavle in the following light, Little or no publieity
preceded the malling out of questionaires., iHost of the
recipients very likely did not understand them,..The fact
that the evacuees have filled out so many forms armd Qquestionaries
the last few years 18 also importants Also important is
faet that if a Claims Bills is eventually passecd, people
might be reluctént at this time to be estimste losses and
have such estluates filed away unler their names,

To offset some of these disadvansazes, a good pubbleity
-campaign in the local langua e newspapers and various organ zation
publicati onsﬂﬁ'e«undert.axcn. Thax A system of serial numbers
instead of names could be used. Original questionaires
~ thet/ san be identified only by person holdin: naster code
file, Instcad of gg}.lmg questionatres try comblmation
of methodsy Volunteer intervi wers could be used in certain
selected areas.

Ono'luggesuon made was that ZkExxxxpXex some sampling
to get a eross-section of tie evacuees be asttempted. Especldlly
in Chi:azo w kere lsrge nu-bers of sl gle men"&mgrog"ted_ in
one area, survey might proaenf lopsided pict.re,

iIf a good return from this eomin: survey is had,
mush of’ui;mido:tul information on qu'uuonare will be of
use to the Resettlement Study. ' ery likely, prst and present
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Eeonomic losa survey in Chicago

oceupations ean be gompared, perinpa present incore determined.
Another feature is tha' even though tie Chicago Japanese

Couneil will cather information, tabulsting ma corfilation

of results will be done by Aner can Councll of Hace nelat ions.

S8ince this is a national organization, the resettlement Study

., sould work closely with them and not become toO identiféed

in the oyoé'of the commun'ty as being part of evacuatlion losas

programe :

- The suivey hulrouiu of jnmw; some good, m’unblo

information. For ihn reason, I ﬁo‘l, we should at lesst

wofficiaily participate in 1t. It may -t.uni out like the

fieat Coast nurviy to be not worth mush, on the otler nand

ome of Lhe West Coast pitfalls may be awwided here.
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. NSEI CRGANIZATICHN
letropolitan Japanese-American Civie Committee
Nisei Publishing Company
@ulgago Nipel News

On the first day of work in Chiea o, Nonday July 22, 1546,
1 ran uro-i a copy of an English language newspaper called the
‘Chicage Nisei news" whiech was published by the Nisei Publishing
Company. The papspr wgs a a1x—p§go printed affair rather
lavishly illustrated with photogr'apnn. It was evidently a
'aonthly-t.nu issued being No. 5 of Volume i. This meant then
that this Nisel newspaper had been in exlstance five months. It
appesred strange that our office in Washinston had not been
avare of this newspaper or that 1 could not recall having
ready anything of this new newspaper in any of the other language
newspapers. '

The Chicago Nisbhk lews also chdimed to be tie offlelal organ
of the Metropdditan Japanese-American Civie Committee, an orgshi::ation
which was sleo new to me, Agzsin none of varidus reports in
Wasiington had mmuonod such a Cormittee.

Investization of the address given for the Hisel lews and
Civic Committee prove:l futile., The address wes on E. 43rd
St. on the Jouth 5ide, a bloek from Cottage Grove dve.(This is
wiere tue Ghnago Slsek Belt beg ns) The Newspaper office &s
located above a fovie theatre and shopping “niun. In the
same building and on the same tloor, wéne several other |
Japanese officea, OCne office belonsed to a Japanese osteopathic
doctor, md tiere were two dAiffere &t Nisel buut: lhopl.
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The m-ix Chloago NHews office was locsted next to one of
the bea.ty shops. The Office was looked tighte ,At one time
thés of fice connected with tke beauty shop room'};nd inquired
taere for the editor of the Nisei news. I was informed that
he didn't keep regul ar hours but dhat he usually stopped in
onee a day and that he couldn't be resz¢ed i:y phone since
his phone was out of order. The Nisei girl who relayed this
information giggled and smiled at her assistant w en whe -
told me this leaving me with the impression that the phone
had been disconnected, .

in the cowrse of the week, I dug out some interest! g
Information on the editor of t.e Niui newsj He 1s 2 young
Risel who has been working the past few years with recrdational
Erowpss A year or so ago he organised aw opsddicaiTen called
the Chicago Nisel Sports Association which sponsored various
sport league activity. 4 softball league was organizcd, bowling
teﬁa, ote.s All tils activity had a commerelal aspeot in that
thls young Nisel makes his living kby organizins am directing
such recreational activ ity.

fie 12 in short a promoter who at the same time appears to
be really interested in feereational problems, About six months
ago, he formed and organized the Ohlcago Nisel Hews. This
newsppper wileh started 2s a monthly was backed by a JewAsh
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groupe The editor lstrying to make it self-supporting ard
ow hag a falr amount of advertizing in it. ; -
The Hisel fiews 18 almost entirely 2 mone man affalr. As
me infppuant phraosed 1t:
“The Fised News is___ fen Sato. Ben Jato 18 the Nised
News., [é's running it for profit although he'll say it is
supposed to se volce of Nisel Bport Asscclation., He's that, too."
e uses the Hisel Fews to advertize all his sport activities,
The early issues =2re almo 't all sport mu.- e printe
plotures of teams and irdividusls, ete." :
This youn editor is now branchifg out into the
outing field, and is beginning to sponsor pien&éc.

n_g serigan Glvie Committee
Early in June, 1946, this young Niski editor announced

the formation of the'Metropolitan Jacanese-American Civie
Cozmittee'.,.This announcement was made by the Chicago Nisbel
News and the Sports Association and played up in a full page
add in the Nisel news . (5ee ExhBBit) The purpose of thls
committee a: set forth wss to serve the welfare, recreational,
and 0ivie needs in a coordinated manner, It was announced that
it was endorsed by businessaen, welfare workers, clvie leaders,
labor hldorl,; ede, It called for a commun ty center prograr,
an athletle program, nlmng program, e@®., A loumz” wide
dinner meeting was si:cduled for xak June 29, 1546 at one of
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of high priod Japanege restaurants. A few days before

this dlnhcr(nt. coat of§2.25 per pl:ute), the whole affair
was suddenly ¢alled off, The snawer was simple there was

no community mppports The various grows and imndividuals
!m-i°!l support ng this new overall committee knew nothing
about it until they were asked to attend the arove dinner
meetings Again the Civie Co-mittee was simply Ben Sato's
own iiea. One inforzant in de ¢r bimg this says:@

"Ben wented to fom an overall Chiea o committee., lie wants
tocall it the Chicago Wethopdlitan Civie Committee or something
like that. He has a lot of ideas for recreational and st::letie
prograss worked out and he wants to get money from the Commin ty
Chest for a community activities program for Japanese Americans,
But in order to qualify for Community Chest Funds, you have to
e a legitimate recognized community organizatibn, Som he has
this idea of fomming the committee and then havin: himself
Wred as community activities direettr. That is ikis line and
that 18 013 maln interest in trying to fomm such a groupe
He's not getting very much support from the other Jaranese
groups here thoughs The other groups have been planning an
overall couneil for seweral monthe now and a constlitution S6r
that 8 up for vote by these organi =2tions. This Rasmsupport
of the co munity an? Ben's plan isn't getting anywhere."

Aficther informant saye:

“"Ben has a lot of good ideas but what he needs is an ol er
peraon to guide him, #His big plan for organizing an overall
committee blew up right in his face, The whole thing was
individually sponsored by him. It was primarily a promotional
soheme and 1t fell through becsuse he eouldn't get any support
from the various Japanese organizations here, None of them
wre consulted as to this committee, He merely cent them

notices that the Sommittee nad been formed and invited them to
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his big dincer. He even had a cpecddl cocktall party ‘arranged
for some of the important business men before dluners
two days before the dinner, he had to call it all offe

(note: Speaker was one of older and hilgshly respeocted Nissl
nezbers of the Chiea o Resetilere Conmittee) ~ Some of the
groupe bhere have been a llttle worried sbout Ben., He's

_ yery smart but what he needs is some advise and someone older
to gulde nime e's so tled up with promoting schemes that
th:' dapanese groups el are reluctant to have fiuch to do with
hime '
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Int, with Brother Theophane Walsh, director, Nisel CYO

"rho CY0 of Chicago which was founded by Bishép Shell
is very active in racial and minority problems within the
eity of Chicagos. The main CYQO eariy evidenced interest
in the Nisel that came to Chicago in 1942 and 1943 and
attempted in a small way to meet some of the needs of the
young Nisei boys. By 1944 a spparate Nisel section had
been set up within the main CYO group and a full time
wrker, Brother Theophane Walsh, was assigned to work
with the lisel group. Reoreational needs, ;?:db referrals
were the main concern of the group during 1943 and 1944,
By 1944, however, the Nis.i’ggronp in Chicago began to
run into many thousands and problems were multipllied and
mre numerous. While the CY0 nonimally is a Cgtholie
group, it operates oh a non-sectarisn basis and the majority
o Nisei boys that it helped dmring the first years of the
vap were non-Cathollic. |

Early in 1944, Father Tibesar, Maryknoll priest,. formerly
from Seattle and who had been working im ¥inidoka Cen ter
came to Cnicago to work with the resettlers. Frother T. Walsh
was already worki g with the Nisel CYO, By 1944, however,

' the concentration of young Nisel on the Near lorth Side
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had become 80 5r0§t tixat various individuals ‘cecame

goncerned, This Nemr North 35ide area 1s a slum and

cabaret area and it was felt that a recreational

and gocial gathering place #n this area was necessary.

Up to this time tﬁo liseli CY0 had been part of the larger
eity CY0 and used the facilities of the maln CYC offices
ad bulldings. Late in 1944, the Bishop(Shell of Chicago)
purehased a four-story house on No., Lad#lle St. in the
eenter of the Jdpnnout eoncentration » This house xax became
the Nisel CY0, Father Tibesar and Brother T. Walsh were
-metalled and b.?ll operating the Nisel CYO as a soelal
cemter and sesial service agency for Nisel resettlers.

The Niseli OY0 bullding atlllO N. LaSglle is a fow
gtory house which was evidently a private town house of
trather good quality. It has been remodeled apparently, for
wiile the fireplaces are old-fas.loned-the front windows
are casenent type. The ground floor which obenn directly
off the street has been turned into offices. One large
room 18 sed a8 reception room, and secreddry' office.

The segond fldor is arranced as loun e and meet' g rooms,
and the thgtrd and fourth floors are used for sleeping
rooms. A msall number of rooms are used aé CBo dormitory
for Nisel soldiers and 'oung single Nisel boys may also
utay.whllo passing through Chicago or locking for permanant

quarters.,
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The Nisei CYO is supported completely by the main CYO.
In addition, to Brother Theophane Walsh t ere is a Nisel boy
who acts as asst. director and a full-time Nisei secretary.
The Nisei CYO house has been open sinece March 1945,

The House is not set up as a Catholie regigious
organization although it is the Nisei Cathdic Center. The
Japanese Catholies in Chicago number about 300 but they
are scattefed all over the eity and part cipate in their
own parish activities. The CYO House 18 not 2 chureh in
any sense. It does not h-ve a chapel and since Brother
Theophane is not an ordained priest he cannot say mass. Father
Tibesar who is now back in Seattle, Washington, did say mass
at the House but the Nisei Cathdlies who may have attended
these masses did not meet their holy obligations. In other
wrds, the House 1s not consecrated and while = priest can
Say mass and meet his holy obligations, any non-relgious must
gattend a consecrated church to meet his holy obligation. The
fbuse, then, even for the Gatholic Nisei is only a soecial
gathering place not a church, -

In addition, to functioning as a recreational and
soclal organizatitn, the CYO simee the close of WRA Chicago
office has been doing soecial service work. It r.ns a job

referral service, a housing bureau of sorts, in addition to
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soclal activities,

Nisei CYO ‘iouse Central Heeting Place for JA groups
Since the CYQ House 18 located in the center of the
Near Horth Side J@panese con:entration, it is very odna
venlently located for people who live in this area. It
also marks the halfway point between the South Sido
residents and the Far North side residents. Nore important,
however, than 1ts strategio location is the fact that 1t 1s
one of the few places thst nas ample room for meetings, The
second floomr of the House three large lounges which can
. be used for various purposes, The louse 18 open to all
@oups and a great deal of use 18 made of its facilities.
Every Tuesday and Thmmsd -y ni hte the North Side Issel
language classes meet in the Housee. The pbolininary
meetings of £hn Chicago Japanece @merican Council were
held here and future miotings of this group will be
scheduled here, -
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Impressicns of Nisel CYO diuetor.' Bro. T. Walsh, re Chicago
Directory: .

Brother Walsh, director of Nisel CYO liouse, i1s a keen eyed,
Muidy faced :an probably somewhere in 'is early fortites. He
w8 exilremely oooperative and made a speeial point of stressing
| the fact toat his group even though a Catholie groni: was
largely used by non-Catholics sineé there are only a handful
of Japaese Catholies in Chicago.

While dliscussing population fig.res 'n Chxicago, I mentioned
the ner name directory whien i1s in process of e ng printed.
Rrotier Wolsh in Raxaxxhixx spea king of the firm said:

"You know that the 'Kalifornians' are strictly a professional
outfit. All of us are interested in this new directory but
the way that the group has been operating indicates that there
will be a lot of padding in the booke They aren't going to
be very accuratte. If they get, 65% accuracy,they'll be doing
goody They tock many of their names from hofel ani rooming
house reg!sters without bothering to eheck to see 1f the individuals
were still there, They are checking, nowever, to see that they
don't duplicate n:mes -say Af someone lived on the Northside and
then moved to the South Side, they check to see his nmme doesiit
appear twice, They are intereeséd in getting as :any names as
they can, for that way the business people tzke more space,
One thin , thouzh, they should have a pretty accurate check
on Issel bachelors . I think there are far more of these
old bachelors here than we think. It is this group that
should be studied., We don®t know what thyy do or what sort
of problems they have," : \



BASIC BONCKIC ADJUZTUENT
Curtiss Gundy_conpany
Interv, with Harry Maypda , personnel dept. Curtiss Candy Go.

Harry liapdgp is youn; Nisei employed in the personnel
department of Curtiss Candy Co, He works for Limer Sherril
former Wii offliecial, who 1s also gonnected ¥th the Porlonnnlv
- Dept. of Qurtiss Candy Cé.

Mayeda 1s in his middle twenties, unmarried, lives with

his family on the South Side of Chicago. His family was
evacuated from Jacremento and from assembly center went to
Tule Lake. Sherril was Projeet Dircctor at Tule Lake and
Mayeda became acquairted with him there..

Kayeda came to Chicago in August of 1943 and went to work
for Curtise Candy Co in January 1944, He made several recruilting
trips to various oon&ora'rlu Curtiss Co, but at present he
does not have any function with respect to evacuees who are
_now working at Curtiss, His present Job is that of making
a Job analysis for all positions im the Gompany.,

At present, July ék, 1946, tiiere are roughly 175 evacuees
employed at Curtiss.

During Mayeda s recrulting days the peak number was close to
300,

lost of the 175 evacuee employees are lisei girls. Mayeda says:
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Int. with H. Nayeda, personnel dept. Ou-tiss Candy Co.

"Mostly Nisel ghels work for Curtis Candy Co., They work as
candy wrappers, candy fillers, ete. All this type of work
is on piece werk basis and you have to run and faat to make
any money, The lssei women usually can't work quite so fast
and they prefer jobs on a straigit time basls.

¥ost of the lssei who for Curtiss are on the farms or work as
Janitors.”
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The Ohicago Buddhist Ghureh is located” sEi8besaongbgisgter
on the South Side of “hleago nesr the University of Chileago

and 1s in the heart of cne of th: South Side Japanese areas
of concentration.

The church is an old red brick bullding of about 60 years
age wh.ech has been in almo:-t continual use as & chureh during
this time. At least four differenmt denominations used the,
ehureh before the Buddhist group tpok it over, the last belng
a Greek Orthodox group. It is in rather poor shape although
a little redeeorating has been done by t. e Bp&lh‘i st group.

The Buddhist 31-0@ purchased the church and a house in the
- rear as a parsonaxge about two years &ago.

Rev. Kubose, the Buddhist priest, is a slightly built
young Issei probably in nis fort es. His Inglish 1is very
@od although he has .a slight accent. He is married, has
several snall children,and lives !n the parsonage &b the rcar -
of the church,

Kubose 1is a non-sectarian priest at present and the church
u)opei'at.od as . a non-sectarian organization and is supported
wholly by the loecal congregation. The members of thq ehurch
gome from all sections of town., In contrast th  lldwest
Buddhnist churcl.a located on the North Side is a strioct
Shinshu Seet church and A1l its mmnbor?‘%ﬂﬁgng% sect.
Thés Shinshu church i much more Japanese than the Chicago
Buddhist Chure: wulch stresses Americanization of Buddhlsm.

Kubose originally had been station-d in San Francisco but
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Int. with Rev. Kubose

had spent kkx approximately six years otiﬂylng and working
in Japan immediastely prior to evacuation. He had returned to
the U.S, on the second to the last boat, He worked in Los
An:eles in the months before evaamation.

Eubose even before evacuation was one of tie Buddhist
priests who were interested in consolidating the Buddnist
churches in the U.S., and with Rgv. Goldwater of San Fransisco
was working actively teward that end. He says:

“I've long felt that the Buddhist sects in the U.5, should
be united amé=sepmrate an have noXx’GOnnection with Japan.
e were working on this before the war but hadn't gotten
very far. In the centers consclidation took place, This
was just what I had been working for. In several centers
some strong individuals refused to unite® with the -ther
Buddnist groups and kept their own sects. 3everal Shinshu
rédsts did this,"

Hote: The Community Analysis Seotion has uvezra{iﬁgcrts as
well as one mimeographed report on Buddnism in the centers,

The Chicago Buddhist Church was organized about two years
age in Chicagoe. 1t will celebrate its second anniversary in
Uctober, 1947. M%ndm ated earlier it is non-gectarian in that
its approximately 300 members belong to a variety of sects exdlud ing
Shinshu whieh has its own church, The church is wholly supported
by the local congregation and has no Séﬁﬁ%ﬂim with any other
Buddhist church organizaticn,

General services are held every Sunday for all members
but special sect services are also occasionally held, Startirg
next month the Zen snd Shingon sects will hold Spociil meetings
in addition to #he general services., Th se épebivl gsect serviccs

usually are for some s ecial pccasion wheMd mem erge like to ohserve
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. eertain rituals which sometimes differ from sect to sect.

A detalled field report on the activities of this Buddnist
shurch will be prepared later but a few gereral remar:s on
Girch organization will be made here.

Sunday services oonsist of 10:00 Sunday sechool for
children and youns pecple, an 11:00 general service in
English largely attended by the Nisel group, and a 2:00
language service for lssei. The Chu_zron 8ponsore a variety
of activities, 4 bi-monthly newssheet is issued, Study classes
are held once a week. A verypstive YBA group exists, the chureh
has a cholr, bowling lesgue, lssel women's organizntion(l?‘uj.ln-kni)
and sever:l other ¢lubs,. All of these groups will be
deseribed at length in later reports.

| Until the Chicago Resettlers Gommittee was set up, the
Chicago Buddhis t Church also operated as a soelisl service
agendy. It had a housing and Jjob referral service, helped in
buying and leasin preperty and gave general aid to rese.tlers,
This #was run on a non-religious basis. Rev. Kubosge is a
member of the board of direetors of the Chicago Resettlers'
Commiteee and now refers mmszxaR resettlers to that agenoy
for nelp. ' '

The church is in constant use by the Buddhiat grbup itself

_ and also by other grouns., Almost every night some activity is
golng on in the church me:«ting rooms and lounge. Bl-weekly
langusge classes for Issei sponsored by the Resettlers Committee
ar: held here,
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!

Rev. Kubose, Chieago Buddhist chureh minister, feels that
the E. 55th Street area 1is the coming ~enter of Japa#eso
wneentration on the Sotth 5ide. There are today roughly
three areas of concentration on the Sotth Side. -

1. E., 43rd St. area in the transition area.(liegro-white area)
fasording to Rev. Kubosef, Jpanese axsx moved into thls

area in large numbers because there have been mor*vaamin here

than any other place on the South Side. White landlords in
this section prefer Japanese since property valucs can be

Bpt up to some extent this way. Honn'r, most of the Japmnese
Wm this area partuuﬁrly of housing tenfls to be

Occu pomy

on lease basis although there has been some buying. Kubose
gays that the E.55th street area 1¢' the popular ares when
people want to invest money. He feels there 1s already a
glgeable move away from the E. 43rd. area and antlclipaées that
this will become a trend wibhin the next few years.

2. The E., 55 t. area running from Lake Park S. to Drexel Bld.

This section is regarded by Kubose andi ther Japancse S5.5048

business men as the coming cultural and business oenter of the
South Side Japanese residents. It 1s this area that most of
buying of property 1s said to be taking place.

3, 3rd ares runs from E, 63rd to E. Tlst between lLake Far.:S.
and Drexel. A4ajority of residents goncentrated on 64th and

65 th ntreot._ Pew stores are starting up here, Thls area

i8 primarily a = residential area although there some 0ld time
Japanese stores on E. 63rd street and few new ones have opened

taere,
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Jcpunni cs-.«nu'auqn on South Side

A sizeable number of Japanese operated businesses have
been started on the South 3ide., A survey of these is now
 under way but it appears the number may run ashigh as
a hundred, '

Population statistics for this area are also uncerdain
but xxmaxbixedxx it is definitely known that 5,000 or 6,000
will be & congervitive estimate for the .nfiro South 3Side
regione.

Buginess establishEments follow the same pattern as on
the Near Rorth Side, festaurants, barber ships, beauty
parElars,grocery stores, Japane se provision stores, professional
services axRxaxkkxxx, garages, and wux are all represented
are.
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Int. with Mary Sabusawa, American COouneil Race Relations

lMary GCabusawa 1s an attrdctive Nisel zirl in her early
iwenties who works in the Information Service decartment of
the American Counsil on R:ce Relations. The e xecutive direetor
who has been involved with the plans for the economic loss :
survey is out of town and Mary has been handling eorresponden-e
dealing with the survey and hes been meeting with a covmittee
of resettlers which e making plans for the Cilcago survey.
Gontaet with Mary S, was made in a réuﬁa about way.
While interviewing members of YNWCA staff in a ¥ on the Near
North Side, i ran across a Nisel YHuCA ;aoritnry who was very
helpful in arranging for transient reservations in this ¥ for
myself and tﬁe other ahalyst. This Nisel, Harry Sabusawa,
had recently come from Cleveland where he had Worked the past
mveral years in the YMCA., He mentioned the work thot his sister
was doing and relayed the information re the Resettlement Study
to her., As a result, Mary S. was intarviowca[to get some
additional information on the economic loss surveys Her
_resettlement nistory is interesting and is included as part
of uhe'znnr;’afgn.y | ,
¥Mary 8. was born and brought up in Colorado, The fanily
moved to Jalifornia about 6 years before the war and were
living in long Beach at the timo of evagua.ion. iary was a
sophmors in ccllege at thls tina. The family eonsliats of

¥ary, her mnihor, and clder brother, ﬁ;rrj. The father died
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Ant. with Mary Sabusawa, Resettlement H_story

séeveral years ago. Both Mary and her brother were hired by

the WOCA during the evacuation period. The brother worked in
fhe personnel section and lary was one of the Nisel tr:nslators
that worked witn the WCCA fleld investigators. 4s a result of
this Jjob, she was one of the last of the Nisel to enter Santa
Anit- asaemb&i center, She immedialely Began making plans for
legving the center to eontinue her college work and says she was
one of the first students to be accepted. After several months
of planning witi the 3tudent Relocati.on Couneil, Meory decided
to acgept a seholarship at Antlosh College in Ohio. Just about
the time she was rcgdy to ldavo, the QVAOuQOl ai Santa Anila
were being shifted to relocation centers., While most of th:
Long Beach residents were soheduled for Jerome Center, the
Sabusawas requested uransfer to Granada since they knew
Colorado. They had lived in the region where Grandda was
locatcd, and Mary S. says that she had often been on the

moject site when it had veen a ranch. At this time Harry S,
was working with transfer of evagcuees and wss able to zet

the famlly shifted to Granada Center, Mary went along to

help get her mother settled in emmp, She plarned on leaving
lmmediately, however, for college from Granada., U on arrival

in Granada she disgcovered that the local WRA camp officlals
were unaware of the student leave poliey. This, of course, was
during the early hectic days when hundreds of people dally were

being moved into relocation centers., In any eveny, liary S,
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Int. with Hary Sabusawa

who had been cle:red on the 7est Coast for student release
row found she couldn't leave the relocation center. She immediately
began negotiations with the project direstor and through his

ass stance cleared up the release. lefsojurn in a relocation
.untcr was very short.

Antioenh College which she attended for two years graduating
in 1945 has a work program for which st.dents get eredit., This
8o=-0p work schocl 1is \v_ldcly known through out the country. The
students go to school for a term and then are ui;smd Jobs
in various parts of tie country 6or three monthx periods.
hey then return to college again Tor another term of clase
work. 7These jobs are in all flelds and the students gometimes
recédve theprevalling wage rate or at times a special student
rate. One of Mary S.,'s Jjobs was that of analyst on the staff
of ¥BIS in Washington, D«C, |

She was nApol_lt:lcal gecience major in school with a minor‘
in nooi‘ol;-gy. Upon graduation she was offered a job In Chicago
with t'e Azericsn Council on “ace Relations, Of this she says:
;!Iucn_o to Chicago purel; boicaun.of the job, I used to ng. ’

¢az0, is one place 1 won't g0. I djdn't like 1t and then
there were so many other Japanese Americans here that I thought
1'd 1ike to go someplace where theyre weren't so many and
-doneer, The job was so attractive though that 1 gouldn't turn
1t down and that was how I came to Chisagos" -

" Her brother was esta'lished in Cleveland working at the
YHCA and Bhe mother had joined him t ere, Soon after iary

took her job in Chiscs-o, tie nother Joined her and a few months

220 t @ brother was of fered a seeretary’'s job at one of the
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Giicago YuCAse The family now lives on the Southside section
of the oity in a transition area of Negroewhite.

Hary is very much interested in race relations. Her
major in sehool was in.ernational relations and she minored
in sociddogys. The staff of the American Gouneil of Race
felations is mixed racially and on a natiénality basis. The
recptionist and most of the seeretarial staff o8 _Hegro with
one or two Nisel gir s, The professiona) staff has Negro,
Jewish, Ja‘pamso)cld Amer: can/ groups represented.



.
Chieago

J 31, 1946
J. deYoung

Bonomi¢ loss survey in Chiecazo
~ Int, with Mary Sabusawp

As indicated earlier, Mary is handling the detalls of
the econ-mi¢ loss survey that the American Council on Race
fel.tions will sponsor in Chicago. :

The American Couneil on Race Relations in codlavoration
with Joe Grant Mssaoka and several other imterested individuals
sponored a sinilar survey on the West Comsts Results of this
survey are being tabulated and analy.ed in the West C;:alt
office of the ACRRs The response to the West co=st survey
was meager but was better than earller reports hed 1ndio cted.
Jary 1s under the lmpression that some 400 responded to a
thousand questionares., While this is not a good showing, it 1s
better than the rumored response of 200 out of several thousand.
he group on the West Coast, however, feel that the survey was
successful from two points of view, One was that 1t stirped
up interest and ac.ivity among outside groups witu reapect to
ecomonie losses of the evacuees ard the other was that 1{
likewise aroused interest in the pending Claime Bill amonget
the Japancse Americans, From & publicity point of view, the
survey is held to have dome much good., Apparsntly, fhe
: cpnt.ioﬁaru were sent to various eivic orgsnizations in tewns
and cities on the West Coast and volunteer interviewers went
out among the returmed evacuees., Some places had good responge,
otlers very ppor. This seems to be explainable in light of the

faet that in many places tie interviewers did not fully understand
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Ronomic loss survey in Chieago
Int. with Mary Sabusawa

the questionare =nd oquld not explain it to the evacueeg. In
some places Cmmcasion interviewers did th§ job and 4id not
have interpreters -ith them,

The Chicage Japanese American Couneil has agreed to
do the basic work for the Chicago economie survey, The
American Council on Race Relations will be the nponnér. will
prepare the questionares and will tabulate and analyse ihe
results. lary has been working with a committee of resettlers.
As a result of several meetings, the question re has been
8li:htly changed., The local group felt that the Japan ese
translation was too stilted and classical and prepared a
new anano"e translation, The local eo mittee also is pdaining
tp experiment with a system of serial numbers rather than names.
There was reluctanam on part of"fest Goast resettlers to putting
down thefr names. Various methods of getting response are
under consideration for the Chicago -roup wantx if possible to
git several thousand questionares filledout.

Mary herself feels ihax if the Claims Bill is passed this
sesslon of Congress there would little need for the economic
survey since the ACRR interest was to gather data that could

be used in support of this Cddims Bili, If the Claims 3411 1s
mt passed, she feels 1t would be important to do the survey.
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The loeal C:iecaze Javanese American Counell feels 1t should
te done iven if the Claime 3111 is passed this session. The
Ameriecan Council on Race Relations i1s willins to continue
goonsorship even if the Bill is passed and the survey should
get under way soon.

If the survey can produce several thousand responses, it will
be quite valuable to the Study sinece such a number would
represent a falr sample of the Ohicago population. Information
a8 to fanily heads, size of famlly, pre-evaguation occupation,
megsent ceocupation, estimate of annual income will listed in

the cuestionare,

Sample qucstionare attac ed:
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Int. with June Biythe, Information Service Director

The director of t' ¢ Information Service of the American
Gouncil on Race Relations, June Blythe, had hemrd of the
Res#ttlement Study through Mrl; fen Nlohi, staff member of
the ACRR and Mary Ssbusswa who works in the information section.
Jdine Blythe had msked to meet me and I arranged an appointment
§1th her after s discussion with ¥, Sabusawa on the economie
loss survey. ‘

June Hlythe is an attractive blbnde girl in her late
- twenties or early thirties, She has a dominant personality, is
yery confident, and possesses a lot of drive, She stated very
frankly that she wasinterested in finding out how the results
of the Resettlement Study eould be of use to the American
Gouncil on Race Relations. ©Slnce the Gouneil is primarily
a propaganda agency, 1t 18 gontinually on the lookout for
information on problems of minority groups, It attempts to
solve such problems by publicity, by suggesting sclutlons,
and by enlisting aid of agencies equipped to do particular
Jjoba.

After I explained the purpose of the resettlement Study

to her, she briefly outiined the ways in which tne Amer:can
Gouncil on face Relations has dealt wiﬁu the prcblemscof the

Jacanese Amer cans during the past few  ears.
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Griticlem of ¥Xkx local WRA office
June Blytne was quite oritical of WRR the local WRA of fice
for what she terced laxness in contacting oortninkmportant
organlzations in the eitye She mentioned specifically the
Cl10 labor unlonslln this reaspect. She felt that there hed been
little or no attempt at co-ordinating the work of the variows
organizations dealbnz with Japanese Americans by &e local ﬁRA
officials. ZXxaxmxx The WRA of fice has falled =we felt in
- not building up rappert and explaining the problems of the
Japanasé Avericans to the agenclies that should be responsible
for such problems. With WRA now o¢losed, she indicated tihat
these agencies especlally soclal s encles not having had the
proper indoctrination were falling domm on the job, To q;oﬁoi'
“I think 1t 1@ shameful the way many of these agencies
are slffing off the problems of the Japamese Americans
teres I think your report when it comee out should be widely
@irculated among these agencies for they ceértainly need to
be told about work thst should be done,"
Rumor that Nisel are working as 'scabs's.
She reported that in one of the local electrical plants
- Nisel are taking jobse as 'scabs's The ACHR is not actively
involved in investigating suen rumors but try to pass on
such Inforwmatlon to growse that do sos Briefly, Nisel are
gald to be taking ;2::% in this plant whieh is strongly CIO
and where the CI0O unlion nas been fignting the énnagoment. She
sald she thinks Nilci.aro not aware when they take these jobs
that union affilistion is almost eseential if they are to

get alonz in the plant, Bad feeling 1s sald to be resulting.
This she felt was fault partly of WhA fer—aotl publligisino—beth



b
X Chicago
American Cc ¢il on Race Relations July 31, 1946

Je deYoung.
Int. with June Blythe, Inform. Service Director

for not explaining situation both to GIO unions and to
representative Japansse groups.
ACRR interggted in attitude studies_

The Amorica%°ﬁ§8§1R2?ations 1a very much interested in
attlitude studles and it was on this aspeet that she offered
many su gestions. Thelr interest i1s centered on the effect
that contaet of Japanese Americans with caucaslionsi. egroes,
and other mfnority groups has on prejudiee, In Chicaco she
feels that attitudes of Japanese Amerieans towards Jegroes

end legor attitudes toward Japanese Americsns 18 a very
Important fector to be considered. Since the ACER does a
gre-t deal of work among the Negroes, 1t has developed

some opinilons about legro attitudes toward Japanese Americsns.

Negro attitudes toward Japanese in Chicago

In gener:l it is held that the Vegro 3r6up feel that the
Japanese Amerioammbnn tre-ted as "a pet" during the
wr years by variéus agencies and organizations. They are
in a rasial sense 'colored' as are Nezpe but have been given
preferential treatment.

Japanese Amer!cans socially are aceeptable where Negroes
are exclu ed, This not only holds occupationally for Jobs but
in all aspects of soeial life, in natiurantu, nisht olubs,
stores, employee relationships. The fact t st Jaranese are
not so rigldly segregated in ﬁlidcmul areas is another

elerent,
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Int. with June Blythe, Inform. Service Director
Negro ittitudel toward Japanese in Ghicago.

In Chbicago t.e J -anese Americans have been invading
gseveral Negro-Whnite transition areas. The malin reason for
this invasion is avallabllity of housing 8h the transition
areas, Henoe the Japanese have become competitors witi the
Negrds in these areas and some Negro groups feel Japanese are
glven preferenc-, Froperty values in ti.ese transition areas
have been going down and whites are not competing to tie same
degree as .he Negroes for space in thése areas. Trese areas
exsept for the totally 'black' belt are the only places
open to Megroes. But since property owners wish to keep
property value up a8 long aspossible, many prefer to take :
Orientals in preference to Hqgroﬁ. There is some resentuent
in the Negro group toward the Japanese group because of this
residential invasion,

On the other hand there is a strong feelinz of kinship.
Thie has tended to be of various types., The treatment of
the Japanese during the evacustion period was stroungly de-
nounced by m=ny Negro groups. Also early in the war years
before the U,5. was at war with Japan, there was some evidence
of pride anonzst Negroes at the succeess of the Japanese Army
in the Far East. In a sense it was the old theme-"The colored
races versus the whites" and the defeat of the British and
Duteh in the Far East was regarded as just by many Negroes.
Any sympathy for Japan, however, vanished when the U.5, enzaged

in war with Japan.
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It. with June Blythe, Inform. Service Director

dob diserimination sgainet Nlsel veterans

Acgording to June Blythe the ACRR some time ago osrepared
a8 very hasty survey on jJjob diserimination with wespeet to
‘mnority group vetersans. This survey was conducted in

eities tiroughout the country and cons eted of interviews
with minority group veterans re their job hunting experiences
and with USES interviewers. Only a small sample was reached
but a few treads ocould be discerned.

It was reported by this survey hhat in certain places
USES was diseriminating against Nisel veterans. According

to this report Nisel veterans Mﬁg&%“ﬁx’&&%@m

MS sent out by USES to lower quddifieastion Jobs.
Example was cited of trafmed draftemen being sent out on
dishwashing jobs. The survey made by ACRR merely indicated
that this had happened in some places but since the survey
was so limited, it cannot be sald that this type of dlscrimination
i8 a seneral presctise., Blythe indicated thet the ACRR would
be vitally interested in any informetion on this type of

diserimination that our Sfudy mizht dig upe.
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United Ministry to Resettlers o

The Chureh Federation of Greater Chiecago which represents
mwst of the Frotestant chureh organizations of greater Chic ago
early in 1943 became interested in Jpanese American resettlement
In Chicazo and felt they should organize to aid this resettlement.
Moordingly, a new department was set up which was designated
& the United Ministry to Resettlers,

The first interest of this group was that of publieizing
the story of the Japanese Americans. Volunteer speakers, both
Caucasion and Nisel, nade dozens of speeches in the city, Printed
Information was sent to churehes, to civie groups, and to
newspapers., A weleomling service to neweomers to Chioago
was organized, Volunteer workers met trains and ¢alls were
mde to evacuece homes, Lmploymemt and housing service, wedding,
burial, ard funereal service arrangements, educational aid,
legal sponsorship of parclees, were other forms of assistance
fgiven to evacuees.

To provide this type «f service, the United utniitry to
Fesettlers was set up as a sepsrate uotfon within the Chureh
Federation of Greater Chicago. Eight Protestant denominations
supplied Caucasion and resettler workers on a lend-lease basis.
In the past three years 24 individuals have been assigned to this

mniution for perlods ranging from six months to three years.
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United Ministry to Resettlers
The various denominations provided tie personnel, The
budget for office expense, ineluding scorotariil assistance,
wms ret by voluntary contributions from the denominations and
individuals.
This United kinistry to HResettlers organization has served
@ a coordinating center for the Protestant church activities
woncerned with tue resettiers. ‘
The office of this organization 18 in the Chicago Temple
Bullding in the main offiee of the Church Federition of ‘reater
i agoe The staff at present cons:sts of:

Execut ive Secretary. iir. Roy Smith
‘ Kethodist Churech

Staff: Rev. W, Carl Nugett
Evangelieal . teformed Chureh

Revs (eorge Nishimoto
Evangelicsl & Reformed Church

Off. Seeretary ilss Ayako Horite

Other associate workers are: : -

Armitage Ame. Methodist Chureh Japanese Church of Christ
Rev. DSam Takagishi Rev, Sumio Koga

Rev, Andrew Y., Cyama
Pirst Baptist Church Rev, Koheil Takeda

nev, Jitsuo lorikawa
¥ises Kayo Asal

First Chureh of tie Brethren Nisei Christian Fellowship
Rev. Benton Rhodes ir, John Miyake
First ?ro.byﬁorian Chureh Triple I Club

Mr. Arthur Kamitsuka Mr, Kenjl Nakane
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United Ministry to 'esebtlers :

.

lote: The work of each of these ehurches and ingividuals will
be raserdadx desckibed in separate reports,

In April 1945 tue United Hinistry sponsored a survey bd
determine the extent of ro-otticr part cipation in church
activities., Questicnakess were went to 1350 ehurches.
Result of survey indicated that resettlers were gonnected

with 100 ehurches in Greater Chicago. This was in addition
to the separate Japarese ehurches. A detailed report on

this church survey will be made later.

Bresent work of the _nited yinisiry to Resettlers;
In addition to continuing on a reduced scale the
services described above, tie Uinhal two big projects
planned for tue near future.
b_sehool ral

* In collaboration with the various churches a high school
rally for Nisei of nigh school age in the city 1s beling
planned, Purpose i1s to help these teen age Nisel establish
eontacts wit: the youth of thelr neighbopohood churches, As many
Nisei of teen aze as possible will be contaxet ed and invited
to attend this rally. The rally is to be followed up by
activities which will stem from the local churches, This rally

is still in planning stage at prolont;

House to house canvas§ of resettlers:

Refer to separate field report on this proposed canvass
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Fe. Rile of Chicago Resettler addresses.

Hie

Ptdpoaod hbuna to bouse canvass. :
On Wednesday, August 31st, I stopped at the offige of the
: m Federation of Greater Chicago to see Rev. Nugent who
has been one of the active church workers in Chicazo on resettle
ment problems. Rev. lugent hed not returned from his vacztion
nlﬁhoush ne wua_oxpeotod)tha later part of the week. The month
of July and August 18 MmuxXk the slack season for most church
goups and tno.ontiro :ﬁart of the United Ministry to Resettlers
==in either on vacation or gone for a few days. The executive
secretary was not due back until September. The of fice seeretary,
‘Mes Ayako Mor:ita was in chersze of the of ice. She also has.
éhargerf the resettler files and she was interviewed to fid
out what t pe of information the church group had availasble.
Besettler File
; The United Ministry to Resettlers has a name and address
file of approximately 14,000 rescttlers. This record was
transposed from Chieago WRA office fidd. The Chica o WRa _
file was a card file which gave nasze, address, time of arrival
in Chicago, former place of residence, center, age, sex, marital
status, Jjob experience and job r‘ferraia in Chicago. This riitA
was sent to Washington when the looal WR® office eloseds It
represented only about half of the reseéttlers in Chicazo and
madc no attempt té keep track of change of address. Since it
bad been started early in 1943, its accuracy had decreased
by tremendous percent, At tie time of the closin of WRa
it did rtprasoni the larg: st list o’ names and addresses
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of resettlers avaidable. Accarding to ¥iss lorita the
Ghuren Federation asked for the WRA file but was unable to
obta'n it since it was government property and had to be
shipped to #Washington, They, then, asked for permission
to transeribe the names and addresses, This permission was
granted by the loecal WA offlce except that information on
jobs, previous salary earned, -nd job referrals in Chicago
ms regorded as confidential and this information was not to
be taken down, '

The Church Pederation transposed 4n 1 rge size ledger
gheets the fodlodin: information; naﬁo. address in Chiecago,
sex, rmarital status, center, date of departure from center, and
previous reslidence.

As the file stood, it was not too valuable since 1t was
incomplete and very inaccurate, The group decided to attempt
to check the accuragcy of the names and addresses by putting
on a house-to-houge survey with the aid of churech organi:ations.
It was realized that this would not provide a complete list, but
it would weed out people who had moved from address given on
their cards and also add_new'&iagkltgat might have moved to
these addresses., The file when checked would still Dbe
'only partial probably not cven 50% of the total in ch%onsoQ
but it would have the advantage of being fairly correct ‘or
the group it did represent. : _

The 6ffice staff is now enga-ed in transposing the

information on the ledger sheets to gtreet name and number cards.,
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Cardes are filed by street and number. A card will be made for
840 N. Olark St., The individual, fami y group, or familles
living at this address will be listed on this particular card,
fome cards may have as many as 20 individuals or five or six
family groucs at cne address. The file when completed will
not.bo'alphabotiaal but will be by street and location, These
gards will then be divided into community areass and turned
over to the ehurch orgzanization in %¥Ek particular area,
Volunteer shurch workers will then call at the address s to
gcheek whether the individual dr‘family still lives there or
miether any new people have moved.in. If tue interviewer
ears of new Tamiides who live on same sir-et but for whom
no ocard 1s filed, tgl; he will add such a family to his file.
The primary purpose of the survey is basically a religious
one-that is to present to the resettlers an appeal of church
in the areas to them. It will be non-sectarian in the sense
that calls will be msde on everyone in an arcs rogardless of
whether they are Christian or Buddhist., The Christians, however,
will be invited to attend church 1f they are not doing 80

In two small community areas on the South Side this fthod
of eanv=88ins 1s being tried outs It has just gotten underway
and notiin: is known o results. If this trial proves successful,
an overall canvass 1111 be started in “eptember when the chureh

organ zations begin active work agsin. The canvass will not

be sompleted until late September or evan October.
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¥iss Ayako Morita, office seoretary for the United
Ministry to fesettlers, 1is rather typical of a certain type
of young, unmarried, Nisei gt®l who came to Chicago in the
early days of re-cttlement. A short sketeh of her resettlement
blstory 1s given for that reascn.,

© Ayako lorita is a young Nisei girl in her middle twenties.
She lived with her fﬁmily in Seattle before evacuation., The
tgnily was evac.ated to Puyallup Center and eventually sent

to ¥inldoka Relocation Center. Therc.Aynko begame segretary
to one of the top administrative officers, ©She held this job
for five or six months an@ then decided to relocate t- Chicago.
‘ Througi!. g$x& her chureh gii!ii%i&%gﬁsho was placed in Chicago
ad eventually secured a job with the Departmentof Interior

in Chicago. The Tamily, however, remmined in the center slthough
an older marrled brother relocated a yesr or so later to
Chicagos With the opening of the West Coast, the mother and
father returned t& Seattle.

Savofal monthe ago Ayako left the Dept. of Interior and'
toox the Jjob of being office seeoretary for the United Ministry
group. Like many young, single Nisei, girls she has been
active in local church work and much o her soclial life revolves
around church activities. ©She 1s one of the Nisel leaders in

one of the Japanese Ohéiltlan churches in the eity. Through
her ehurenh affiliation she met her flance,whmxxmz a young accountant,



hited Minlc .y to lesedtlers 3310.59
: August 1, 1946
Fesettlement iHistory of Nisel girl secretary J deYoung

who 18 also one of the zctive ehurch workers. They are to

be married soon and are planning to remsin permanently in
Chiaggo.
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Int. with Harry inyidt

Harry Mayeda is a yo;nf Nisei who works in the Peraonrel
Depsrtrent of C rtiss Candy Gos He is president of the
Chicage Resettlers' Committee and has been one of the most
sotive workers on resettlement problems in Chleago. Prior to
the war, he did seoretarial work for an Zasi Bay laundry
sssociation and haed eontacts with laundry unions on the West
Coaste At Tule lLake he was an active worker in the Com unlty
Aetivities Section and later took a prominent role in Community
Gunsil affairs, sarticulddrily labor prébleas. le relogcsated
in 1943, '

{(Note: Additibnal infornation on Harry e is found in Curtiss
Gandy Co. report, July 26, 1946)

Attitude toward Labor unlons:
On July 31, 1546, I ran scross a rumor to the ef7ect that

Msel were working as 'scabs' in a local mmkrisx electriesl
factory whie: was strongly CIC organized. OSinge harry e
has been working oclosely with rezettlement problems and

is interestei in lasbor problems, I c¢hecked with bhim to

gee whether tiere was any basis lor this rumor. Ilils story
was as fol ovs: :

When the Chicago Resettlement Committee was being organized
an attempt was made to get all import: nt or anizations and
groups in tue oltq'ropronontcd on the Advisory Board. Efb°'
wion representation was thought very important and the
execut ive seeretary, ir. idann, of CIC was asked to be on

. the Advisory Board. ch-rll weeks went by after thls invatatioa
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Int. with Harry Mayeda

was 1ssued without response from the CI0O executive secretary.
All the other organizations and groups had accepted by this time.
Then one day, ir. Mann ¢=1led the Chicago Res ttlers' Committee
ind asked for more information on the proposed Sammiska&x Board.
He sald that he was not very well informed on the Japanese
Mmerican questionx and wanted additional information before
making a decision. Several of the Resettlers' Committee meubers,
including Mayeda, visited him and explained the purpose of the
GOnnltteeankxx texpkakxksx They found him cxtremely uninformed
o Japanese /Antrlcan problems.

Jotcs This lack of information on the CIC exeeutive secretary's
part is what M¥iss June Blythe of Ameriecan Councll of Race
Relations was referring to when she severely oritigized the local
WRA offiecizls for not having made contacts with thése important
labor officlialses Her oritdcism revolved around the fact that
Httle or no groundwork had been laid by WRA officials with sueh
or:gnizations, Whether her criticism is valid has to be checiked,
&o significant that as late as January, 1945, such an

rtant union official as executive seoretary of Chisago CIC

was Exaertaimx still pretty much in the dark with respect to
Japanese Americans.

At this nmeeting 1t beo:me apparent that lr, dYann also en-
tertained certain ideas about Japanese Americans' attitude
toward labor unions. He wanted to know why Nisel were so
reluctant to Join ClO unions 3:nd cited as example the ialo of
local ectriczl pddbht which had a strong CIO union which was
working card for bot.ior ﬁ:»rhng conditons and higher paye.
A fairly large number of lisei were workins at this pi;nt and
| otheres were being hired, According to Mann, they were not interested
@ would not Join the loscal CIO union, He wanted to know the
treason for ‘this for he olaimed it was bound to oreate bad
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fullng anong the other workers. The Caucasion wopkers were
practically all CIC members and 4 :dn8t understand why the Nisei
'ouua‘tvjo;n and didn't like it., Itvihis reluctante to join
tués particualr shop un:.qn that led to rumors of Nini‘ being
'scabs's This same relustance to join certain loeal unions
Imex apparently has oropped up in other plants. The ghargze of
being 'scabs' is not meant 8o much in the serise of erossing
Mcket 1lines but rather in sense of ref sing to Join shép unions .
which have strong membership in bortnln local plants.

The delegates from the Resettlers' Committee invited Ur.
Hann to attend an executive board meeting of the Conmittee
to discuss this problem. At this board meeting the resettler
mmbers attempted to give him an explanation as to why Nisei
md lssel were at times relustant to join unions, Two main
reasons reveal the answer. There are minor factors but these
two probably are the most importatt.
l. Labor unions on the West Coast prior to evacuation were not
in the habit of asking Japanese Americans to join their unions,
There was widespread disoriménation, Except for eannery locals
in the Northwest and laundry locals in California, there was not
mweh Japenese participation in union sctivities, Hence there
was llitle or no union oxpirimu on the pm‘ of the Japanese
Americans, '
2, Japanese Issel employers had long either indirectly or
direchyjbeen against union partieipation. They did not want their
Moel Issei employees to join unions. Union membership on
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part of Japanese employees would have meant that Japanese
amployers would have had to meet union regulations with respeet
to working howrs and wage npclu.' This factor was important
for the majority of Japancse oper ted businesses was of a
service type and was family oper-ted or had almost completely
Japanese helps Howrs of work were long and the wage scale

was lower than that of the prevailing scale at the time.
Japanese employers were ccrtain that if they had to pay
prevailing wages, they could not compete with big Caucasion
outfits, This was probably true. In any event they in-
@otirinated their lgsei and Nisel employees with the idea that
unions were bad in the sense that they were drying to drive
dapanese business out of existace, The large Caucasion
éuttitl were interested in cutting out their thousandaof
Japane se oompetito_rl and pus ed u'nionilauoxi. Thisyuu

the bellef of many Japane se business ren. The Japanese
employers t.hen_snid in effect that ir Japancse Jjolined unions
they would hurting toemselves., Japanese business would be
forced out and ‘nnce Caueasion bushhess dlserimins ed against
Japanese workers, the Jajanese wouldn't be able to et Jois
anywhere. This line of reasohing which was bolstered by

the duornmﬂoiy practises of Caucasion firms and unions

on the West Coast made sense to many Nisei an' especial iy

to Ilvui. .

In short Japanese Americans have had little or no

past experience with unions and do not understand the .
union setups What needs to be done 1s an educational program
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Int . with Harry .nqda-

on part of the unlonas here,

Hote: The above report represents the ideas of the Chicago
nesettlers' CommAttee ex-ctutilve board which is composed of
deel and lssei. The board ’ro‘pnaonu gomewhat of a orosse
gection of the Japanese population and refleots the opinions
of the groupe

There are, hoinvor, many Nisel members of unions in
Chicazoe A survey made by the WRA office revealed a surprisingly
large representation ui various unions throughout tle city. (This

survey will be reported on later.)
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There is aoésc indieation that the report of the
American Council on Rylations to the effect tuat Nisel
wterans are being diserimin-ted against is true. However,
»tlu ACRR report was that the USES 1s the diseriminating
8g-nCy.

Aegording to one f the Chicago Resettlers Coumittee
orﬂcwl.‘gﬁei veterans nave been coming to the Resettlers
Committee for help in finding jobs and with the story that
(BES ean't place them in the jobs they want.

The uszas here in Chicago has on 1ts staff a Nisel
interviewer and®second hand report from her from Harry
layeda who knows her well indicates that there is some
diserimination. Aceording to [i, Mayeda this Nisel irterviewer
reporta that the local UZES has been having trouble with
enployers over placing Nisel veterans in certain joos for
wich the Nisel veteran has training. It appears that
many employers have set up a system of priorities. First
eholce of Jjobs go to their own returning veterans, This
is according ’t.o regulations, iowever, it is reported that
Caucasion votoz;ann are then given lst choice, Caucasion non-
veteran applicants second choice and minority group veterans
gre the last to be cohliﬁird. Thus if cholce has to be nede
between Oaucasion eitier veteran ani non-veteran and a
minor ity group '!v_o_te'r.-m all with same qualifigetions, the minority
veteran is always the last to be oonsidered.
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it 15 reported that USES is thus having difficulty in
getting employers to aceept Nisel GI's “or certaln types
of jJobs. As a result the Nisel GI's have to be referred to
low qualification jobs for which there is 'not 80 much
competit lon, |

Thex@xgfExxsxax

This report is significant especia 1; if it is the begi ning
of a trend. 2 ¢hesk will be made with the Chicagoe Resettlers
Gommittee to get numbers of Nisel veterans who come to thenm
after US:S is unable to help them and to get their stories
of what sort of Jobs USES refers them to and under what
gireunstances. A further oheck will be m=de wlth the USES
office amd with the Kigel interviewer of fine of the USES

pffices to get the story from the other end.



Gk e 3 -
Chicago
August 3, 19546
lutpmam' Enterprise . T— 4
Int. with Joe T. Komaki ‘ B
Kalifornians Enterprise is the Nisel promoting ageney that
is ongnged in preparing a name directory of the ren.ttlcr{in
Ghlecago. The agency dces not have a regular of fice but uses
the rome of Joe Komaki as headcuarters. DSince bothe members of
~ the ageney are out a large proportion of the time, it was very
difficult to arr-nge .bcitlng to discuss the directory. A
lunch meeting ﬁas finally arranced on August 2, with Joe
Komakl. | A

Joe T, Komakl is a young Hisel of about 30 years, He was
married during the war and has » small ohild, He lives on the
lorth Side(much farther nort: thah section known as Nesr North Sile)
in the top flat of a two story flat bullding.

Komaki is very aggressive and 1s considered the 'brains'
of the combination that runs Kalifornians Enterpraise. It 1s
gald that he supplies the drive bo?ind the agency.
Hgtory of Kslifornians:

In partnership with Tom Okabe 8tl1ll his present partner
Komakl formed a promoting agency in 1937 in Los Angddes., They
called themselves the 'Kingpins' and sponsored d-nee entertalnments
on a commereial basis. Thé&s agenoy, hovwever, was a part-tine
affalr and both partners worked at other jobs, Komaki worked
for the 1A Niehibei (business and directory yesrbook) where he
solicited ads from Japanese businessmen, |

_ The dances the 'Kingpins' esponsored were very successful.
They were held at the big hotels and Spatured big nane bands,
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Int. with Joe Komaki
History of Kaliforniaas

Since most of the socelial affairs of Japanese clubs am
organizations were small, w.::“g:m in ghuren hallld%ad
small unknown orghestras, the elaborate affairs of the 'Kingpins'
drew large orowds of Nisei.

The Kingpins were so successful that they began to be :
¢onsidered serious competitors by various Nisei clubs and
organizations, Since these organization ran on a non-profit
asis, they eould not compete with the Kinspins in type of
entertalinment thyy o fered Nisei.  According to Komaki these
organizations began to 'buek the Kingpins', lNembers of these
arganizations ‘ere ﬁrgtd not to attend Kmii Kingpin dances at
the expense of the regular Japanese club social affairs. Since
mny of the Kingpin affairs coincided with soeial affairs given
by Nisel .organizationa this was an important element., Komaki
says that one of the lost bi dances given by Kingpins bcréro
waguation coincided with soelal affair of several Nisei  roups.
These grows put on a campalgn to get their menmbbes to attend
thelr organization affairg ratier than the Kingpins. They were
successful and Komakl sald that in spite of the faect that they
King ins had ec.eduled the affair in one of the well-known
Los Angeles ballroomjand had a big ame orehestra, they lost
money on the dance., Komaki admits frankly that the disapproval
of ti se Nisel organi:zations was based primarily on the fact that
the Kingpins were strictly a commercial outfit snd =mX% none of

M eel money spent went into Niaﬂ organization funds.
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History of Kalifornians

Komaki claims though that some Nisel approved of the
Kipgpin attempt to hold Nisei soelal affairs on a big
scale and in places whetle Nisei usually did not frequent.
fe says Toga Tanaka, then Eng ish Editor of one of the _
dapanese langsmege nowspapers in Los Anzeles supported them
md gave them several writeups in his paper.

When war with Japan broke and wnoua;t.ion began to loom
o *oﬂninfq, Komakl decided to leave the West Coast. At
this time he had only his father as dependent amd sayss
"I decided to leave California before they cvacuated us.,
1 had only my fither to take care of then, s0 I piled all ourss
stuff in my ear and with my father went to Denver."
somaki was one of the earliest of the voluntary evacuees.
In Denver he was joined by hispartner, Okabe, and they both
secured jobs in the Denver postoffice. They continued their
 promoting agengy here but ohangod their name to 'mm'

A sizeable group of ruot.t.loru' were in Denver at this
time and within a year or so of ovening of relocation, 88
became one of the popular places of resettlement. ‘rhomnnds'
of young Nisei flocked lere. |

Komaki says that his dances were very popular, He is
moud of the fact Shat these dances were the ﬂrn attempt at
bfeaking down discrimination in Denver, e says:

“The first dance we had in Denver was held oﬁ thie outskirts
of town in a place that wasn't much better than a cow barn,.
There was g ite a bit of disorimination in the early days in
Denver against the Japanese and they couldn't get into the
downtown places, Our outfit really broke that, We finally

were giving dances at the Cosmppolitan(one of Denver's bigﬁut.
hotels) and at the Rainbow Room(a swanky Denver ballrocom),
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Komakl several years ago declded to come to Chigago and
tocok a Job in a defense plant here. While he 4id not say eo
direectly he imolied that this move to Chlcago was pmtly to
ksop from being drafted. When asked Af he had worked in Chieaso
citside of Kalifornians Enterprkse he said:

"4 worked in a defense plant for a eouple of yeara, It was
either that or be drafted",

Komaki married during the war and 18 now the father of
me c¢hild and 1s draft exempt probably mmxsixisxx for dependency
reasons. : |
JAstiyities of Kalifornisns in Ohloago  __e
The first activity of the Kalifornian grou> was that of
mromoting danee entertainments. These affalrs were held at
the big hotels and big name orchestras were hired. They
gambled on the Nisei turning out “or these expensive affairs(us wal
admission was around Q},OD per couple)s These f8fairs were
successful from bhe very start. They were mannerdy and well
organized and hotels began to regard the Kallfornian sponsored
-dances as good business. Komakl says that they always have an
officer at thelr dances and they keep very good order. He is
proud of the faot that their dances do not have drunks or fighta.
n the aversge the Kalif, Ent., put up between 500 to }600
for one of tiese dnmé“. 3 a_'ohargc of %33.-00 to $3450 per
eouple, however, they have made big returns. These £8fairs are
always strictly a business gamble since they do not sell tickets
in sdvance and do not know until the night of the d=nce whether

they will make or lose money. The attendance is almost entidbelv
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couples hence potential trouble of staz line found at other
M sel dances here ia lacking.

Last big dance the Kalif. sponsored here was first week
in July and was to be in honor of Ft. Snelling boys whe
wre being transferred to the West Coast, However, the main
@oup was moved out one week earlier than ant.iquted ard
mile dance was financial sucgess, it was a disappointment
A+ the Nisei G1's who had expected to be guests of honor.

In addition to promoting dences the Kalifornlians also

» Tasy handled orders for busine s cards,
staticnary, se-sonal greeting cards, income tax service amd
wre also Chicago distributors BSr the Utah Food & Chemgéal
Company .
LRirectory businegss

Early in 1945 Komaki began tninking about putting out a
business directory here. A small folder that had about 25
or 30 adsSof Japsnese business®as issued., Then plans were
mede to issue a regudhr business directory. This was the
Chic-go Nisel Business Directoryx,“45 page directory listi g
ads for some 260 Japanese opperated and owned business enterprisee
in Ch#dago. This was releaged in October 1945 and was sold for
50 cents a copy. Various Ja anese stores in parts of the olWy
handled them on a commission basis., (15 cents per copy sold)
Komaki ¢laims tha. about 7.000‘3?%1’11- businegss direetory
have been distributed, One of the Ghicago columnists,Kelith

Wheeler, ran a colurn on the directory an: Japane e Amer: eans
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in the oity in one of the local newspapers in Xay, 1946.
The directory was called 'Nisei' bcoauﬁo war was still on
wien 1t was 1ssued sndihe Kalifornians did not feel it good
© stress ‘Japmu'at this time. A few of the hgoi business
men felt that this meant only HNisel business should be listed
bit it was explained to them that this term was merely bing
used for publieity purposes.

The success of this business direstory led to tﬁa planning
of the present name direstory oé Japanese American yearbook
for Chicago. This was planned as a cni year project and both
fomakl and Okabe are devoting full time to it. This directory
is to be on the order of the pre-war West Coast vapanese
yearbooks . It" will be lavishly illustrated with photographs, '
will h&st over 300 Japanese operated businesses and will
have a name and address directory. It i1s to be called the
'Chicago Japsnese Ameriban Yearbook for 1946-47, will be about
B0 pages in length, will bave several humired illustrations,
and 8 name and addrees list of approximately 18,000 to 20,000
resettlers in Chicago. _

The Kalif. group olaims to have about 15,000 names already
@gghered and hope to have from 1,000 to 2,000 more before the
book goes to press. Gat ering of ads and names is still in
process and will continue for another month, The yearbook
is not expected to be out until sometime in September.

,.

Thousands of eirculars were sent out to resettlers or
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Suicago name directory
distributed through Japanese stores and other businesses. The
ok will cost %§1.00 but this does not mean that those not
ordering book in advance will not be llsted., ¥um As large a
st as poesible 18 being attempted and resettler address {iles
of the chureh organizations, clubs, resettler committee, and |
other groups are being used.

be

Komaki admits frankly that the directory will not too accuraie
and says that if TO% acourascy will be achi ved they will be
doing good. Family heads will be listed but if there are
several adults also in family,they also will be lleted, 1In
general, lowever, samll children and adolescents will not be
included., uMany of the nav es have been taken from hotel amd
rooming house ledgems and there i1s no chec: being wade to see
if these people are still at thet a‘'dress or in tle oity. These
mmes ani addre-ses have been collected since last January and
it is known tha the turnover in addresses sinoce that time is
tramenedous here in Chicago. Komaki says:
" We know that many of these individuals have moved to other
Parts of the city or out of town but we have not been ohecking
o this. e will be inaccurate to a large extent anyway. Every
directory has that problsm, There will also be names repeated,
for example, if we ¥ind a John Ando on 5. Drexel{Scuth Side)
and another John Andoén N. Clark(North 5ide) we assume that fbese
are two separate individuals, but they could be same person
who moved from North Side to South side.mmxxizmxxmrssix But
w feel that #fen if the addresses won't be too correct they will
give pecple lcada as to where to locate friends. Hostpeople leave

forwarding addresses and even if an address in the directory
ignot correct some lead will be given,
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GQuicago name diregtory

The file set up by the Kalif , Enterprise for the name directory
consists st present of a card file 1listing people not .mb-ue.niy
w,‘/w street. Lach str et where Jap;norn mia to be concentrated

|

es been sanvassed by the workers. This eanvass nas eonsisted
of eheeking with rooming house and apartment house owners anl
perators asto numbers of Japanes living in their places and
thet®s names. Komaki says that the direetory thus will lsrgely
represent individuals who iive in these areas of concentration.
About 80% reprecentation of the total Japanese population is :
mticpated. Representation of XmuiduaXsx individddds livirg
imxx¥xxx areas throughout the clty dheme there are few Japanece
will o&no through various mailing liste or“s:mgi pt"ionl to
the pezrbook.

When the file 1s ¢losed which will be in another month ,
the names will be put in alphabetical order for listing in
the directory.

Features of the direétory;
The big feature of the yearbook will be the illustrated

‘ads of which several hundred alresdy have been sold. This

is the big money making feature and aprox. 250 of suech

adf will be in the book. The photographs will be of hotels,
‘apt., houses, restaurents an’ other business enterprises. The
Book will differ from gre-war yearbook in that there will not
be photographs of individuals or of family grouws. The
_book is to be dedicated to the pree-war Japancse pioneers.in

Chicago., Komaki says that the pre-war West Coaat yearbooks
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had an elaborate séction of individual and family photographs
representing the well-to-do and upper class Japanese. Theke
ook is envisioned as be ng more representative and they are
mt trying to have photographs only of the prominent businessm
establishments but of all no matter how small. Komaki says that
the old pre-war yearbook& would have frowned on print ing
fotographs of small restgurants which showed.Negro trade bn.t;
gsince this is a big item in”g:sinus suacess here in Chicago, the
Ghicago yearbook i1s trying to get an overall representation. :
Slnce they are strictly a commercAd&l agency, any E&ngsd‘boing
sccepted.
The Homakl claims that the business directory will be
slmost 95% complete for they have convassed every Japane se
owned and operated business in the city and even if the
business does not teke‘ a pald ad in the book, thmy it will still
be listed in the directory section.

Komakl feels that Chicago will be the center of Japanese
business and setttlement in the U.S. In his opinion there is more
cpportunity here for both Issei and Nisel whiekther they are professional
business or employee workers. There is less prejudice and discrininat.i‘ori

here, work opportuafilies are better than anything in t.e past or

pesent on the coast.



1
Chie=go

Kbei EBERREE 333&2& -~
(21
On Tuesday afternoon I ran across a Kibel segregant who

has recently relocated to Chica o, While his present pre- '
ficament 1s somewnat unique, in background and attiﬁudo toward
the UsS. during the war years, he is fairly t;pleal of a small
goup of Kibel boys whe renounced their U.,3, citlizenshlp.

I had stopped at the local JACL offlce to plck up some
newspapers. Mal>31tow. tie Midwest representative, Lad not
retumcd fro: & weexend rip and Dr. Lstabe wae in the office,
He was talking to a young Nisel when I arrived and called me
in add introduced me to tie Nisei, He then asked me the
address of Tom Clark, the attorney-general in Washinglon and
oxplalned‘why he nahted it.

The young Nisel,it devcloped,vas a Kibel segregant who
had recently received notice from his cld Los Angeles draft
toard to report for .a pre-inducticn ph’nionl. The Kibeil who
renounced his U.S, citizenship felt that e was no longer
subjest to U.3, draft lawa and had come in to ask for help Iin
witing a letier to the Los Angeles draft board.

The Hisei’was sli htly built young fellow mk 20 years of
age. His English was good but accent gave fact away that he
was Kibel, He had been at Tule Lake where he had renounced
his U.3, oitizenship. Before leaving Tule lake he had recteved
a letter from Attorney Gener:l Clark listing him officially
as enemy alien and giving him an allen registration numbdr.

. He had gone b:ek to LA, but had not found it %o his liking
80 he had recently come to Chicago where he had frilends. ile

intended to look far a job here in the comuercial art line
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'm which he was trained. A few days ago he received a notice
from his 0ld L.A. draft bosrd to report for a pre-induction
mysical. Prior to the end of the war his draft classification
bad been 4-C like many other Nisel. Recently, however, this
alien classification was resoved from all Nisei. The L.A, draft
board had been informed bfore he left Tule Lake Center of

his renuncia‘tion and his new status af enemy alien. Apparently,
however, the draft board d8d not know in what aatoéory to place
him or had not filed record of the new status. The haen

very definitely did not want to be drafted. e admitted quite
ténnkly that hls renunclatlon was largely because he d4id not
mnt to serve in the army during the war years., He felt now

that his legal status of ehemy alien put him outside the Juriedietion
of the Lehs draft board, He had come to the JACL office

to ask help in drafting a letter to this effect to the L.A,
selective service board. Dr. Yatabe helped him draft suwh a
lotter and also one to the attorney general asking for official
motiflcation tnat could be sent to selective service.

‘rhiu case in some reppecia repre ents the feellinzs and
attitudes of a small number of Kibei who renounced thelr U.S,
eiti jztmli hipe ;

This partioular individual had & great deal of his education
in Japan and 1in actions and thought follows tie paltern that
me been described as 'Kibeis '. In short although an American
oitizen, ne has leaned more towards Japanese culture. He tsikcd

aguédy oi Issel pressure in t. e 50::1'.0!' whiech foreced him to r<nounce
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bis U.S. oitizensnip., At the same time he talked of 1n3usuco
of evacuation and how tho evacuation prona that U 3. citucn-.\
#iip didn't mean anything and that he was not goling to serve
in tiuuﬂmy during the war under such ¢ircumstances.

Yot the man has ne plans of returning to Japan for Lis
future. HAs family doun’t not intend to return, He thinks
in tu'n of going on with his career here. But this he wants
to do as an enemy alien. It was quite obvious thst he was '
soared to death of being drafted. The fact that by belrg
@rafted he might possibly be able to regain his U.S. citizen
ship sore day meant nothing to him. From the 1little he
#aid about his 1ife in Japan, there was some evidence that he
had léft Japan some years before the war to escupe consgeription
over there.

In some respects he is & man without a country. He wants
to be legally Japanese, yet doesn't want to go to Japan, I
fpperently he hed Aifficulty finding a Job on the West CGoast
for he talked about dlscerimination and better oppertunities
in Chicago. Unlike many of his fellow renunclants, however,

he as yet does not rcgret giving up his U.S. citizenship.

Attitude of Wisel toward suoh segresants:

Family pressure during the war years was in a great
masure responsible far many Nisel becowing renunciants, This
was espeoclally so when the family planned on returning to
Japan and the Nisel felt obliged to go witih them. With the
énd o’ the war, many of this segregant group have changed tneir :
minds and want to stay m'mu country. MNMany of them will do so. ,
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Fisel attitude teward:
This now puts the Nisel renunciant in a peculiar position of
having been born and brought up in this country yet suddenly
hn_ving become an enemy alien., The onesg that now plan'on
staying here are subject to various typce of critislam by
the larger Nigel group.
One young Nisel veteran felt this way:
“They ought to gatiuer up all the renuncisnts and ship them
back to Japan whether they want to go or not. They hal a
ghance to mase up their minds and 4id so. Now they want to
back out sgain. Their sctions put blame on the rest of us.
‘e are peaalized beoause ®f them, The CRhims Bill oppos tion

in the House was y?artly begause of this %roup. Ship them all
ack to Japanethat's wiere they belong. lien we can say to

sy eitie, ‘all the renunddents were sent to Japan¥ A lot of 7

w want our parenta who have been here 30 or 40 years to ¥
get U.3, citizenship., Because we fought for the U.S. someday
we might be able to get sush a bill apexasrxd passed and we'd
leve & much better chance if the segregant group was all
cleared out of this country.” :

e cew Yidwest JACL represent-tive who learned of the Kibel
segregant's visixt wimmxhexratummadx expressed somewhst the

same opinion 28 above except that he did not go as far as
suggest that a1l segrogants to shipped beck to Japan. He pointed
out, however, thet such cases as described above weakened the
attle that such groups llke JACL were trylng to gight.
i\ 1877 :
"1 suppdse some duf"ﬂ' We. get a law passed giving cltizenship
rights to Japanese sllegns here, cases llke thc fellow above
will be «1liglible’ joss I .3:11 just hear some gongressman ranting
who g up

sbout such a pers y -eitizensilp during war and then
during peace want g‘g? t back."
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A check wikas nade on August §, 1946 with the executive
seeretary of the Chigago Resettlers Committee on the report
thit Nisel veterang were meeting Jjob diseriminstion in Chl ago.
The report had indicated tuat Nisel veterans were not being
referred to Jobs for which they could qualdfy at the UDES,
ad that these vgtomm ware then asklng help from the Chicago
fesettlers' Coumittee's job referral litl-’c' )

Ageording %o Corky Kawasakl, the exeott!ve seeretary, a
falr number of ¥isel ex-GIs were goming to him for jJob helps
It was alao true that some had not been auceessful at the USLD,
Hs impression was that thie was not the result of open ax-orum;-uu
against toe leix 41 but rather a eomb&nation of factora. Noat
of the Nisel GIs have had very limited work experience even lhéuuh
they might posnese academic training Iin certaln rlelas. To nc}t
most employers this academic training doea mot taoke tne place of
experiences Thus a Nisel GI who feels he 1g qualified ‘ﬁ{i‘.ﬂﬂ"‘x“
type of Job by reason of training alght not be =mxx éonaidored
walified by the Ul 3 or by the employer. They are referred
to lower grsdn Jobs, Some songider this disorlmination; Others
mticdpate discrimination because of past experience on the Vest
Coaste A job referral by USES is somewhat of 'a shot in the dar@'
for tie applicait. Tue lmploydr.ulunllg 18 not aware thet the
applio:nt is Nisel until he arrives In person for an 1ntorvloi‘
Ir tﬁe employer dces not know anything ~bout Japane se Aperieans, op
is prejudicedjthere 18 a o snoe that the Nise! qppliénnt will De
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On the oﬁhar hnand all the Job referrals at the Chieagp
Resettlers Conmittee are seleoted, The empioyer who ocontaots
the Comuittee ankké specificslly or Japarese Anericans, lany
of the Gls who have Leen oub br the stream of economic life”
;rotcr to take musk & job under sueh circumstancess C. Kawaoakd
feels that this is one of the madn readons why many Gls are
ooming to him for ,;ob, nelpe The nesettlers Committee also -
has been able ‘t.o place Gls In gsertain joba ewem though the
splicant might not have had 400 mush otual ex porlanoo. lost
o the Cmpiuye;gﬁg:%%iﬁgg‘%ggtgggg%rgg%i; with Nisel and are
s znterfsted‘i the map;nese Aper.cans and are moiu apt to
ilfk*ij*z give untrained Nisel a shance thaﬁ#ggi USKS type of employerg .
gf : ‘33 fawagakd's opinion 1s that Lhis warmer approach of the Resettlers

P S8 [
i 3 Gommittee 18 the main reason why Nisel ex ils are oo 1g

"
, 2 :.?2.3.4' £ Lelps
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Social orzan’ -ation toward larger commur “y 1

Veteran orgar. ation Ghieago
Int. with ias imon, Hisei veteran Auﬁuat T, 1946
J a6 XO w g

. /7

kas Imon, who is assistant director of the Nisel CXO,
has been one of the =metli e workers on Nisel veteran problems
in the oity and maintains a file on veteran activities,

~ Kas Imon is a youn: Nlgei af asbout 26 or 27 years although.

in appearance he looks about 18, e ie ver srall, not over
5'3%pr 4'" in height and very slightly bullt. Previous to
evacuation hé was a los Angeles resident, He was drafted in
1541 and hence has never been in a reloeation center, He
was stationed on the vest Coast up until the t me war was
declared on Japan and then alon: with other Nisel weca traneferred
to a post in the interior. ias sayn:

"I yolunteered for military intdlligence service but didn't
get anyplace, I was told at my headquarters that 1t waon't
mueh use to aask for this because I was going to be transferred
away from the West Coast anyway. So I was sent to Texas and '
fought out the Battle of Texas for several months. Then 1
was sent up to Camp Savage to the newly opened language school
there o”

Mas was one of the first of the Nisei soldidrs to go to
Camp Sava e, He took part in the Aleutian campaggn as a
translator and at the en’ of this campaign returned to
Camp Savage for a four conth rest and pefresaper pericd, His

team was then sent to the South Pacific, He had s geargeant's

rating §EEARE SRl A poricd.

In Los Angeles he woried on the Rafu Shimpo doing reporting,
editorial work,and even at times get type for the Engllsh sectlon.
fe 18 an sctive Catholic and Joined tie staff of the Nisel CYO

here about a year ago.
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'Soelel organizat’ ~n Ohicago
Nisel veteran or .nigation Ausu:g»v.lsie
Int. with Mas Imon, Nisel veteran | J.deYoung

In May of this year the various Japanese org-n vations
in the city banded together and paddned a Homorial Day
banguet in honor of Niseli veterans in the ¢ity. The 14
organizations tiat sponsored this dinner at this time tent tively
grouped té‘éether under the heading of the Chicago Javane.e
American Council although 2EEA3E8YY the Council was not yet
in Oxiltan&.l Committees with members from tiese 14 organizations
were set up. Mas Imon was put in charge of handling invitations
to Nisel veterans. Cards were malled to jll known lisel veterans
and tiese veterans were asked to submit names of otheghbll.
Number of lNisel veterzns in olty,

Through this method a malling llet of approximately 700
Hisel veterans .}%:xizgtﬁlie“*d° Of this group of 700 who were
gontaocted about 500 attended the lemorial Day dinner.

lias feels th-t there are at least 1000 if not nore Nisel
wterans in Chica o now but the known list has not been
added to since lay and still stands around 700,
Nisel veteran organization

There have been several atteupts to_form Nicel veteran

orgenizations here but none heve been very suceessful. The
JACL set up plans for a special vetersn organ zation wlthiﬁ
their local ¢ ayter.(This will be reported on-in a later r%port)
This JACL group still 1l:rgely exists only on papp ers 1
Within the last several weeks intercsted ndividuals hn?e‘
attempted to aponsor vitoran meetings to discuss formation %f

Nisei veteran organization,
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‘Soslal organizat n 23;:? 7, 1946
Nisei veteran organization AL J.deYoung
Int. with Yas]mon
Plans to call meetings in both Horth iﬁd South sides of the
elty. were outlined., The purpcse of the préposed orsanization
was described as both social and political. The Nisel veteran
orgsnizatio. group would affiliate with some nationallyoknofn
veueran organization. The small group of veterans who set
up these plans designated temporary secrebarjyes to work out
details.,
As far as 1 can discover only the North Side group has
eld a meeting., The membership chalrmen of the AMVETS was
inv;tea‘as guest speaker to explain the AMVETS program. 80
invitations to Nisel veterans who had at one time or antthirAﬁdbﬂjb}
interest in such organization were sent out and the meeting o
soneduled at the 0YO house. The invitdtions were limited partly
because of lack of space to hold larger meeting at CY¥0O, Omly
‘jé veterans appeared for this initial meeting at which the
auvir kSRESARNtAtIVe gpoke. Accordifig to Mas who arranged the
meeting, thege 10 Nisel veterans were primarily interested
inssetting up a separate Nisel post if the Jjoined the AMVETS
rather than becomwy members of regular AMVET posts, The reason
for this was largely soelal for the veterans present thouwght
in terms of the &eparate Nisel post txRBuky & soolal club,
In spite of the small tu;nout, only 10 in audience, the NEVET ;
representative wrote a very friendly letter to tle group
a week or so after the meeting o fering additional help and

advice. This letter indicsted that the AUVET group agreed in
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Soelal orgs zatien Ghicago
Nisel veteian organization ust 7, 1946
Int, with Mas Imon J L?lo!ouns

part with the reasons set forth by the Niseil veterans for

'mnné a separate post and saild that there was no restriction

azainst such a unit being formed.

Kas Imon who made most of the arrangements for tie North
Side mecting f{eels very strongly about a separate unit and
18 not in favor of it. le says that this vlluntdry segregation

48 bed and that Af the group ie set up primarily on a social
basis 1t willsoon fall spart. 3

-
“There really doean't seem to me to be mueh point in havirg
a separate N zeil unit Just f‘or to have another social club, It
wn't last very long., You can't have gard partiesytbeer busts
at every meeting. But that 1s what mostof the Nisel veterans
seem to think the veteran organization will be for. Then vhat's
the point of segregating in = geparate unit,.,"

Nisel not joiners.

“Cne of the characteristics of the Nisel is that he is not
a joiner. He's Juat not interested the same way Caucasicns
would be, You'd think that the Nisel GI's would be interested
in Joi:." efan orgeni zations, So far we haven't hal much
interest her gnd when 1t is found, it 18 to have a soclal
¢lub affair.”

ou A

ﬁlyﬂ“ 1;'015( at bhe of the purposes of main functicns of

- "g
e

\

- & espokestan
lﬂ.ﬂ.i"w.orsmizat ion would be to act as pregsure group
\

to§-<

13 the JACL znd sggs that the prejudice against the JACL is still

el., He thinks the only group that cen speak 2t present

very stpong. However, at the moment he is not very optimistic

about veteran organizations here, He thinks that Nisei ¥Veterans
are not jolning the national units individuslly and as yet there
ie not much interest to form separate units. The int erest t!ut'

does exist seems to be largely pointed towards the ANVETS,



Mtum {istory August 8, 1946
Nisei &m-lY ith family grow in cnxugo o:?uso ot ,ﬂ.f
Int, with ., liseda J. deYoung

1 gpent several hours Thursday night, August 8, with
Marvel iiaeda, a Nisel girl who works for the USES as a Job
Interviewer. She is about 28 years old and 1s one of the few
leel girls in Chicazo who holds a professional rating in
government service.

Hier family sroup is in Chicago and plan on staying here
fr sometime to come. The Haeda's were one of thne first
family groups to lexve a relocstlon center and a sho.rt de-
sription of thelr resettlament history is given below.

Prior to evacuatian the laseda fanlly lived in Visaslila,
Galifornia where tue fatner oper-ted a ghoe repair shop. The
family consisted of 4 girls and 1 boye ¥, was the eldest and
wae studying education at the .niv, of California. Two other
girls were also in college and 1 sister and young brothe
wre in high school and grade school. The father had operz-ed
é shoe store and repalr store far about 25 yesrs but hed
given up the store end of the business® during the depression
years and ran only the repalr store in the years pefore evacuation.
He owned his own eruipment, store, and home.

Karvel as the eldest daughter had x:ﬁkﬂ&ihﬁ-ﬂﬂ?ﬁu four .
years in coliege by 194@. She was studying to be a teacher
and nad all her work exeppt practise teaching fimished. Duking
one of t‘lgoiiiggmn periods, the family decided that the

fut uwre outlook for a teagher of Japanese ancestry in California

wms rather bleak, War clouds were gethering and a tni'ly
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Nisei girl ith family in Chieago . August 8, 1946

nt. u\h iie Maeda Chicago, ‘
Jo de &

eounoil desided th:t M. would stay home instead of finishing
her work at the Unive. of California. Part of’ this deccidion rested
on the :faot that two other girls were at toe same time goling to
@ollege and the strain on tue family income was great. 5

K. tried to get a job as a teacher 1n her only county with
no success. It was true she lacked certain credits but ghe sald
it was very evidemt tnat the main mason she was turned down was
Pedause she was Japanese. She trled dozens of places in Callfornia
quring this period with no auooéls. tier w' county superviscrs
advised her to consider Hawall if she was geriously interested
in 2 teashing career.

She then went to 2 business school and tock a shortd comnerdial

m and began looking for a séoretarial jobe The Assod@ated
Farmers(a rabid-anti-Jamanese léague in this area) needed a
Nétionist at this time. The lo-al president of the Assog. Farmers,
a feiend of her father's, sug: nated ghe take the job, (Here is
anotuer exanple, of Caucasion sttitude toward Japanese in Califponia.
The Xmaax president of this Assoe. didn't approve of Japanese 1n
genersl but his owen particulsr frgend, Mr. Mef he A1dN8t regard
in that light.) Fartly as a challapge, . took the job. After
geveral months, however, losal Japanese became so eritl eal that
.50 resigned and found another Job 'aé of fice manager in another
firm, |
Evagwation followed &né the family went to restons At this

time one éf the other 8 sters was studyl g nursing and another

4id secretarial work.

Barly in 19‘03'. #@arech to be exacti, the two eldest girls, M., and
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Restttlement !%ator , e -
lil.l‘trl witl 1{1 in Ghltase ~ August B, 1 9M
Int. with M. uaods Chicago -

: Ja d:gbﬂnc
the next sister left Po-tén. i, went to w%ashincton to work for
the 1oave s@ction of WRA and the other slster camc to Chicago to
take a sooresarial jobe The girls were to loock over relocatlien
possibilities for .t.he‘ family. Chiecago was thougT to be the best
place and the rest of the family came to Chieago in the summer of
1943, ‘ |

Mj however, continued to work in Zashington, D.C. until 1945
when she was transferred to the Chicago WRA officé., The entire
family was then reunited. At sresent the fpnily in Chieago conista
o the mother and father, M,, the sister who works as a secretary,
and a young brother now a rreshman in highschocl. Of the two other
slsters, one 15 a nurse attacred to the Indlan 38??10” and the
other attends the Univ. of Illinois and comes home only on weekends
.ma vacation perlods. ‘ |

The fatier did not sell his shoe repalr eculpment and hag it
n.re.in Chic:go. The family, notabibly the mother, thinks he 18
too 0ld to staft over aczain, He is about 60 years of age. Ab
mesent be is looking for a buyer or possibly a partner,

The family sever=1 years ago bought a 10 room house on the
North Side., They had been living in thls house and ha  the choloce
of buying or moving and chose the former. It is located in the

. Uptown district where b, now gever:1l thousand Japanese have
resedtled. ' ‘

The famlly does not need to supplertht their wage income and ‘,nﬁ"ﬁ

ilthongh they have 1o$§ of extra room have not rented rooms as '

have many of the Japanese who hsve bought property here. The

ouse, howevey, has been in use gconstantly as a sort of unoffieisl
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Regettlement istory J. deYoung :

Nisel girl with family in Chicago
Int. with . ¥aeda

wetel. Friedds and relatlives have used it as hostel while
ihdy loock or permanent place of their own.

The Maeda's are a Chriatian fﬁmily, the parents being very
devout and striet. The girls do not smoke or drink ami prior
to evacuation the family attended church at least three times
e Sunday. In Chigagg, the family except for M. beléng to the
Wody Japanese church, This 18 a sevaerste Japanese congregation
that meets in the Mocdy Institute. The congregation numbers
about 129, It supports one full time minister and two part-tiue
ministry students. The parents are very active n thls church
and ¥'s sister is one of the young people's lcaders, M. since
her ¢ash1ngton4days has broken sway fror the strict pre-war
eshurch: soing‘abﬁ‘ﬂhs not ‘et Joim@d the famlily churech here in

i “\UE G S 1V

Ghloaso¢ s . D
At pr%éent ﬁ* 1s- thinkinb of leaving the U3 "". The USES beoomes

a state oraaﬁization in N_vember of ti.ls year and Bhe nreferg either

to stay in government civil service or go inte private business. S5he

18 confildent tiat she will find the kind of job she wants;
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Chicago
g August 8, 1946
Employment : ; J+ deYoung
Job dicerimination re Nigei veterans
Int. with Marvel aeds, USES Interviemer @

Marvel Maeda is a Nisel girl wio formerly worked for the
Jocal WRA office as an interviewer and :geis nbw euployed as
an interviewer by the USES, (Su Resettlement History, L. Haeda,
August 8, 1946).

During the days when resettlera were pouring into Chicage :
At a tremdndous rate, Karvel lMaeda, a WiiA interviewer, was

detailed to one of the USES offices to help deal with Japanese

. American problems. She was asked by the USEZ to stay on as

regular USES interviewer. ‘hile she was special interviewer
for Japanese Americans, she did a small amount of publie relstions
work for Nisel among employers.

Several months ago with the trecendous incresse in job
spplicanty, a new poliey was initliated by the L);B;;S.' Emphasis
was on qu\antity placements father tfmn qualitye Interviewers
were allowed to spend only 20 minutes on an 1nterfiewu; The
atire orocgdure became forma! and mechanized. . laeda was
swsligred as a white colliar job ihtervienr and Japanese Americans
wre no langcr treated separately or sssignedto ber cxcept by
thance kExxxax. Hence she was not too Bmilar with what has
appened to N,sel veterans -t the loecal USLS office.

She decidedly I‘eln, lowever, that a certain amount of
diserimination dou‘oxint. but it is more of a minority group
diserimination than eimed specidically at Nisel. Sinet the
end of the war, some of the Chieago lrmi and factories which

wre eszer to get Jgpanese Americans during the war have lost
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Job diserin .ation »é Nisel veterans August 8, 1946

Int. with lMarvel Maseda, USES interviewer J. deYoung

all interest in hiring Japanese Amerigans.

Gontrapary ¢ popular belief, M. Maeda cays that 1t 1s
rather difficult at present to place anyone in certaln kinds
o Jjobs. There is a huge backlog of unskilled jobs in the USES
offiges but not too many white eolliar or specialized jobs. There
88 re=l competition for the white collar and speciallzed Jobse
Msel v ng not_ex encedy

one of the major difificulties i. MUaeda feels 1s that the
weraze Nisel veteran-now looking for a Job has little or no
wrk ex-erience, Imployersjhow that job applicents are more
numerous are primarily interested in experience and are leas
@t to give an inexpekdenced person a try at the Jobe

She cited a o:-gse of a young ex GI who before the war had
srked as a gpocery clerk for hie father and who had wo rked
for about a year in one of the WRA centers 1n the Supply Seoction
shere he was in charge of the Hardware section. ie is now about
p- 5] yearé 0ld. On his reldase from the army about slx monthsago
he oame to Chicazo., The only job he could get was that of
b\lbéy at one of the large hotels., He has beenworking et this
Job since but has been very dissatisfied, and perlodieally
tréés USES for something better. He wanted to uses.hils WRA
work experience ard get & white collar job dealinz with hardware.
A week or so ago, one of the braneh USES offices cslled i,
Madda snd told her of this Nisei boye £t this time i, Kaeda
had in her file a recuest from a hardward commission fim for
& combinat ion bookkeeper-supply ¢lerk. This was exactly the kind
of job the boy was interested in., The employer was called and
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Job disorimination re Nisel veterans hugust &, 1946
Int. with Marvel iaeda, USES Interviewer J. deYoung :

asked if be would consider this Niseis He had no object ion,

Te boy was eent to the employer who asked him to ldentify

m array of herdware émplements by thelr oeommon store names

and their official o:atélogue names. He was unable to do this

and the eamployer d4id not hire hm. The boy's WRA experience

dld not prove sufficient in this instance to eonvince the employer

ftba.t. the applicant had knowledge of hardware terminology and

expericence, ‘!;9
SimAlarly, it is diffieult to place Nisel boys andmen’ not

only veterans, in white collar office jobs. Placing Nisei girls

a8 steno raphers and secretarics 1s still easy but the acceptance

for Nisei men has become more and more diffioult. According to

M, lacd;, enployers frankly say that massxafxghx their reluctance

to take on Nisei men in secretarial or office positions is because

ek pusktkangx men workerslin this field usually are being trained

. to Woome of ice manacers, MNost enploy re do not feel tnat they

gan risk training a Nisel boy to be an office man=ger, The other
employees mizht objeet strerpusly a‘s w§11 as customers. They
hestitxate to take a chance,

M. Maeda feels that in general there is some disorimination

but not more than usually encountered and certainly not the same

dweree that other racial veterans especially Negroes are encountering.
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with Georse Katahiro <> 2y
George Kataulro is a young Nisel of about 27 who 1s business
manager of the lidwe.t~Dharma(0hicago'ioun5 Buddhista=' Assookation
magazine) and a board member of the ¥idwest Buddhis b Chureh, He
ms on vacation August § when I visited ithe Midwesi Buddhlet
“hureh office and was devoﬁing part of his free time to chureh
affairs.
The Midwest Suddhist Chureh is a Shinshu sect church whieh
';a founded in Chieago July 9, 1944 about five months before the
noa-.ootarlah Chicago Buddhist Churoh’has organlized on the a9uth
side of the city.
The Midwest Buddhist Church(Shinshu) was founded by a group
o young Bussei(Nisel Buddhlsts) who with a young Shinshu priest, .
feve Kono, formally org-nkted the church. There were ,seven
original founders 1n addition to Rev. Kono. Only three of these
sevemn s8till remasin in Chicea;o, the rest naying retu{hed to '
the WQit Goasts It ls significant tc note that the first Buddhist
caureh in Ghicago was founded entirely by.young Bussel. Not until
1905 did Issel menmbership become important in thils Shinshu chureh.
Mlmest all these young Bussel had been sciive in Buddhlst chureh
activities prior to evacuation., They were a2ll members of the ‘_
Young Buddhilsts Alsociation‘anayhidweSL Buddnlst Chureh here 1s
actua'ly an outgrowpth of the local ¥YBA. Rev. Kono, the minister,
is quite young but has had all his edusation in Japan and ean secercely
- 8peak Englilh. He can underxtand English fa rl; well but 1s very

limited im hd4s expression., As a result all his servises are cone



—

R S \ A

- - . Religious Or--migation ' 3% dhu‘eo.
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Int, with Georze Kataniro : : J?Gaexogig £

duscted in Japanese. In September 1945 Hev. B. Fuj,;nura r.omerly
pastor at the Galinas Buddhist Temple Joined Rev. Xono at the
‘Hidwest Buddhist Church. He was an older lssel and took the
initiative 1n_3ottiﬁg lssei interested in the Midwest Church
here. He served pproximately 1C months andleft July 1946
to return to Salinas. His Engl ish also was limited and his
BE288888x21a mot mean Lnglish services.

The Midwest Buidhist Church belongste the Suddhist Churches

of America. The headquarters of this group is in Los Angeles
and Bishop Matsukage 18 thetitular -leader.

The Bussei group which founded the lildwest Chureh still
wetaine almost emmplete control of church policles. There are
15 board members of the church all of which are Nisel. Iecently,
however, an lssel supporting group was formed. '

The 4xidwest Buddhist ghureh now claims to have regular
sttendance on Sundays t.'u;t. runs about 500, This 1s cdaimed to
be the 14th largest congregation in detropollitan Chicago. This
figure of 500 is rather high. Average attendance at Sunday
u.rvicu runs between 250 and300, Lven special services auqn
a8 2nd Anniversary Servide, Mdemorial Day Serviee,brought out Yy
about 350, |

The Midwest “hurch does not ha ve a aeparakie bullding eof
its own., OJervices the first year were neld at the Uptown Flayers
Buillding on the 'Noar North Side. Thle bullding was destroyed by
fire and Sunday servides are now held at the Olivet Institute on

PR ok
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‘Mdwest Buddhl Chureh (Shinshu) Chieago
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the Near North Side.

The YBA group is the strong element in 'the churen., It hae
um:lmd YMBA ®lubs in addition to the larger YBA echapter.,
With the NewYork YBA group, the Chicago YBA has taken the lead
in sponsoring the E¥BL(Eastern Youth Buddhist lLesgue) which is
trying to set up a school for Buddhist min'stersin this country.
(note: A full report on bNe EYBL and the RBuddhist Vinister
training program 1s being pepared.)

It 1s interesting to note t at the Midwest Buddhist Chureh
las & reputstion in the oity es being 'more Japanece' than is
the Chicage Buddhist Church., Yet the Midwest Buddhist Chursh
was fournded and”s ti11 dominated by lNisel 2dddhists. The lasok of
m English minister is one of the big handicaps of the group and
this 1e recopgnized., The faet that the group is also alffillated
with £kx Bishcp Hatsukage's Buddhist Chmnrches of America 18
another element that makes them seem more Ja panese than doesthe
strictly localChicago Buddhist church.

There 1s some friction between the Chicago Buddhist Church
and the Midwest Buddhist Chureh but this seems to be mostly
on one pomt)that of the Y2A organizations The Midwest Buddhist
YBA beléngs to the né.t.ionél organization and haftémn the lead
in reorganizing the '!EA groups throughout the U.3, The Chicago
Buddnist Church on the other hand hss a small local Young Buddhists
Organlzation whose activ. ties center mainly sround the church,
They 6211 themselves the Chicage ¥YBA. This haslead to eonfusion
and the Yildwest YBA group feels thlt this small loecal group

should take another name, The Chicago Churgh, hog,pyot. coopera . ed
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Midwest Buddhist Church (Shinshu) ' Auzust 9, 1946
Int, with George Katahiro J, deYoung

with the EYBL 1h tnkxx the Kinlster Training program. The
Chicage Buddhist (A¥ASBectarian) doesnot belong to Buddhist
Churches of America.

.Qho Midwest 'YBA sponsors various social and recreational
aotivities but 1s hamnpered by the lack of church buldding, Dances
and partles must always be held in rented halls. One of the
main activities of the grouy 1s the publicaticn of the Midwest
Dharma, a pictorial monthly. Thies bulletin started out as a
two or three page mimeographed riewssheet and has now become
a 25 paze lithographed magazine. It 18 recognlzed as the leading
Bussel publication in the U«3. and has contributors from all
over the cauntry. Lach lezue contains 1llustrations and photographs
of prominent Bussel leaders and groups throughout the country.

In general the Midwest Chureh group is following mueh
the same patfrn iﬁziathe Chicago Buddhist Church group « The
lack of an English speaking minlster and chureh bullding hes
hnndicagpéd the Midwest Church groups. They do not have Sunday
@mhool aotifﬁés and other church activitles on the same scale as
does the non-sectarian group. Yet the Midwest(the Shinshu)
group has a much kasger potential Buddhist $rouplto draw upon.
(Sha Shinshu sect 1s the largest and strongest in the ;.3.0
The #idwest group, hLowever, has not as yet managed %0 raisa
money to buy a church and parsonage as nas the Chicago Chureh.
’thilpartly due to the fagt that the Hldwntm
largely was i Nisei group which does not have the financial
status of the Issei group. (his prediction will be carefully
checked.) ‘It is significant though that the chaopgo Buddhist
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Kidwest Budd. ¢ Chureh (Shinﬁm) - OMeagc .
Int, with OGeorge Katrnhu'o August 9, 1946
J+ deYoung

Chureh whose boar#ot directors is composed of lssel and Wisei

tasde’ been able to ralse money for church buildings even though

the congregation 1s emaller than that of the Kidwesh group.
Most of the activities of the Midwest Buddhist Chureh
at the present time center arcund the very active YLA groups

Bsael participstion in chureh activities is largely confimed to

attending Sunday services « In this reapect the vidwest Chursh,

although older, hag lagzed behind the Chlcago 3uddhiest (non-sectarian)

Ghureh., The Chicago Buddhist Church has numerous social and

educational activities for 1tg lssel members.
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Obon Day which is -ﬂﬁingi the most important hbléy days vhwﬁm;xff
br the Buddhists fell on August llthe It 1s the day‘on ihioh
special memorial gorvices are hedd for the dead, In pre-war
days mmkxtnux@xxx this day was the occasion for elbborate services
and for the accompanying Bon Odori d-nces(dances for the dead).
These Bon Odori aff2irs had somew at of a rosﬁival air, People

‘danced in costumes and maskss
Since all this was Japanese in cultural content, the

war made the usual celebration difficult, Elaborate services
and dances were.held in the relocation centers but Buddnhist
groups who had relocated have not been doing much along
these festival lines,

Last year's Obon Day in Chicago was cddebrated by the
two Buddhist churches, The 3hin church had a speclasl service
as did the Yonesectarian church, ihe non-sestarlan group, however,
put on an evening program of entertainment to-tako the place of
the former Bon Odoft dances., This consisted of musical numnbers,
a showing of the 442nd movie and refreshrents, The invbusion of
the 442nd Combat movie was interesting mxxkwaxsesweasy It took
the place of the traditional Japunoqo dances, In the preewar
days the Bonldanco. vere mXxxxsx orgarized by the Iscel although
ﬁlooi participateds The Nisel group now controlling the Chicago
Buddhist church wanted a more Americen type of entertainment,

This year in chicégo, there were three Buddhist ¢ urches |
celebrating Obon Day. In addition to the two churches mentioned
above, the new Zen Church held Obon service.

The oe ebration of the Midwest or 3hin church and the new Zen
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church conisted of sp-cia’ Sunday serv ces, The Chicago
Buddhist church(the nonesectarian) had a more ela-orate program.
This consisted of a special Saturday Qight service at which
the guest speaker was one of iho Zen ministers, ‘giaepzthe This
service was muxtiyx attended mostly by Isse!l members, The
Sunday se-vice was qulte elaborats bu was all in English and
was arranged by the Young Peeppds' Group. Sunday evening
services were a'so helds Followins these -orvioos"'progrsm
of entertainment, This consisted of Japanese folk dances, songs,
a play presented by the Sunday school class, and a ¢-miec
skit put on the Y2A boys called 'How Mot to Dande the Bon
Cdori", |

The ililii&‘&?“zu. non-gsectarian group this vesr wa-
a combination of Japanese and Americsn elements, This was
to latiofy both the Issel and Hisel elements in the chufoh.
The other Puddh'st churcht' services followed the traditional
Japanese services, Thse two churches also d%d_not a tempt
to put on enterta nment in place of the trad tional Bon

dances,
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of the bars located in the Near North 3ide distriect on - Sr

North Clark street has a nation wide reputation among Yisel Gls
and Nisel men in general, During the war it was the favorite
hangout for Visel GIs on leave in. the eity and through the
Fort Snelling and Camp Sheridan boys it gained a notorioms
reputat lon,

The name of the bar 1s 'Playtime' and it 1s located in the
kex 1200 block of North Clark street, This 's the heart of
the so-called Near Worth Side 'Little Tokyo'. It is also £km an
area of cheap hotels, rooming houses, bars, chean cafes, dance
and dine places and whorehouses. It 1s a mixed area of ¥hite,
Chinese, Filipino and Japanege, There are several other bars
and nightelubs in the same block.

'Playtime' 1s a var verture. It 1s operated on a three way
ownership. Two of the owners are Jewish, the other 1s Hawaldan
Japarese. He is the active member of the combine., Most of the
bartenders are N'sel men, L‘here are usually two on duty during
the day and several at night,

The bar itself 1s rundown and shabby, Arparently it was
operated as a cafe or bar before the present group took it over.
It 1s rather large rebtangular room. In the center 1s a huge

| =2
sqRrare horseshoe shanyd bar, ( _+ Thils bar seats at least

there are
55 to 60 people. Thﬁro are about 30 stools on each side and

OEEICE Ok ILHE DIKECLOK

12 or so at the faont. At the right of the bar, six small

booths, : f MVZHIMC.LOU

;IA("WFFO(V}HU/ VOLHOKILZ
DFbVHLWFM‘(MiLHEIMJLHan
} ft  NMILED 2LV.LE?
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the bar 1s a small orchestra stand and a tiny daneehall,

This bar has been a favorite hangout for Caucasion V
girls and pick.p girls everg since it was opened. It this pickup
girl element that made 1t 8o porulap with ¥Visel soldiers, The
girls are“Partdtime prostitutes ifwsckmtsti=tise, They are falrly
young, most of them are Slendc and not unattractive, Since the
Nisei GX wie a liberal spender, these girls tended t- prefer them
to ofher patrons particuslarly the lower class white men who fregent
this area. ‘he Nisel GI's come to this place and pick up & 51ri
here either for a night or weekend, Several have kept these
Cauecasion girls for long periods of time,

Two of the Nisei bartenders have married Caucasion girls
that frequented the bars, These girls, hovever, no longor are
seen around the bar but stay ot home,

Bven though the Nisei @Is are mot as numerous” the bar is
still very popular. It 1s a haggout for ex-soldiers who patronized
it during the war and for young Nisei men who like to drink.

This pickup of Cauecasion girls 1: bar 1s something relatively
new to Japanese Americans., Before evacuation if a Nisel or Issei
wanted to sleep with a Cauecasion girl, the usual method was to
triquont a lower class whorehouse. Under this wartime arrangement
the girls were younger and bet or'looking. Some of the girls
are W professional prostitutes, Most of them make their living

"""by eadging drinks perhaps getting a small pereentage and by

getting money from their monhggiggggd Shapking up for a night

or longer period 1y ysually the @nd vesuld of such friendships.

DEbVELWNEWL Ok LHE IMLEKIOK
NULLED 2LV1Ee
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vigmzagjropntation of '"Playtime' and similar bars is such that

if a Tisei girl i1s seen in one, she 1s immediately tagred as a
prostitute, So far the analyst has seen only one Nisel girl
drinking in the Playt me, 3he was quite youns an’ attractive
and was escorted by two mx Nisel sold'ers. All were fairly
drunk and the soldiers took turns naking"!g%gv to the girl,

Young Nisei boys in their teens also are beginng to hang
out in such pddees as 'Playtime', The plckup girls, however,
seem to concentrate their time on the older ¥isel and the Nis;i
GIs for they are t @ ones who have th’ most money to spend,

Issel men seldom patronizo this type of bar, The other
patrons are Chinese, Tilipino and some lower class whites.
Tixecoaxzxiyrk zia dzke xeks jorton dzxe xzezx Yk xizsex zhizx zooa Xy x@xzoczaon
PZXBAZX,e

OERICE Ok LH¥ DIFECLOE

MV2HINGLOW

MVE EETOCVILIOV VNILHOKILA
DEBYELWEWL Ok LHE IMLEKIOK
ULLED 2LV.LEZ
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Nisei attit._.es toward JACL Auaunt 13, 1945
Reaction to Loeal JACL leaders J. deYoung

| 'ii—’zj
A detailed report on the activities of the loeal JACL
chapter is in preparation, These few quotés by representative

Nisei are given to i1llustrate some of th- thinking with respect
to th. t}' ACLD

JA°L_st111 unpopular:

By 2nd large the JACL is still in disfavor with the
majority of the ¥isei, Here in Chicego the local ehapter cone
sists of about 300 members. Many of thosevm.mhorlworc
recruited in a large membership dtive that was held in
April of this year, At this time the loc=1 JACL was very
small in numbers. A goal of 500 was set by the loeal charter
in this membership &itv'. The city was divided into sections o
with chairmen for each section., These chairmen worked with
volunteer recruiters in their respective sections, In spite
of this rather wvigorous campalgn: the sxxpax goal of 500 was
not reached., Roughly half this number was achiov;d’ At this
time there were from 15,000 to 20,070 Nisei elégible for
membership in the city.

One of the membership chalrman says that the small number
of members can be explain-d by the féct that JACL 1s etill
being blamed for evacuation and by the fact that there ls
general apathy among Nisel to join political organizaticons. .
JACL in a sense canbe called this, | ‘ '

The eritieism of JACL is sti1ll very str ng. This cowled
with the fact that kkm many of the pre-war leaders are ggain
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e |
oM BIOA | _
B mlnghnins dominant positions in the organization has nade

Nisei avoid the JACL,
A very active local JACL worker says:

"Here we are handicapped by the ctitielsm against J'0L, Nisei
ottl} think JACL was ly responsible for the ev-cuation,
That's all they remembe r, They don't know that during the
war years JACL was fighting for their rights and uohinvtde;n
great deal in the way of bettering public relations., But

the centers, most of this news never reached the residents.
In a way that is rart’y the fault of the JACL for not having
had a better publicity setup to reach their own people.

Criticdém of lceal JACL loaders: :

Two of the prominant Chicago JACL lesders have been
assoeclated with JACL for many years, One is a past nationsl
president of the JATL, the other is a very active and voecal
eXen°owspaper man,

A young Nisel man who 1s one of the active JACL members

sayst

"I think that JACL is being held back in Chicago by two
of our loaders, They are tagged with being part of the old
JACL and unfortunately one of them made some poor publiec
statements before evacuation. People haven't forgetten them,
Now they are leaders and officers in our loe2l group and
other Nisei ju-t won't join,

Anotw @lement tha' I think is important ie that 4n

addition t 1slike by some 1s that the fact that these
leaders have national reputations scare -ff other Wisei. Many
of our 'isei hore have developed snto good leaders duting the
war years but still haven't enough confidence in themselves
to come out and compete with these people who have national
reputations, They say«'I'm a nobody, I can't get anyplace
v{;h”pooplo like that,' 30 they don't bother to come o~ut at
all,.

1CY 'k LHE DIFECLO¥

MV2HIACILOU

MVE BEETOCVLIOUM VOIHOKLLA
DEBYBLHWEWL Ok LHE IMLEKIOB
(IMLLED 2LlV1E?2
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|| 4 Nisel girl who 1s ‘ne of the strong members of t-e local

JACL chapter says:

"In a way some of our leaders here handicap us. Take Dr,
Yatabe for example, He's been with JACL for years and was
national president, Erorg::n knows about him and the national
reputation he has, n very active during the wapr and
was Midwest representative here and also worked a great deal
with our local group.

¢de's an older Nisel now and to some extent his ideas
havet changed much., He really doesn't repeesent the younger
Nisel group anymore. But because of his past record, his
suggestions still carry a grent deal of weight, The local
mémbers here in the past were apt to carry out his s stions
even though they might not agree with them. But they didn't
like to go against him because he has such a good reputation,
Because of that many other Nisei get the idea that it isn't
:n{ use belonging to the JACL if the policy is going to be
88t by individusls that they don't agree with,

We've a new slate of officers now in the locsl JAOL
and there are about 8 or 10 of us who sren't timid about
speakl g our minds and eritixing the suggestions that reopbd
like Dr, Yatabe might give, Ve feel the program is more
important tham avoiding stepping on such prominent peopleé's
toong If our group feels that the ideas of such individuals

t

aren’t in line with prevailing Nisei thought we aren't hesitating
to say so. But just the same it 1s difficult, "

Friction between JACL and other loeal organizations;

During the first two years of resettlement in Chicago
there was some friction between JACL and other organizations,
Most of this seems to have been on a personality basis although
there is eomo.eraticium to the effec’ that the loecal JACL peocple
wanted to grab all the crdd@e, Last year when the Resettlers’
" Committe#d was being organized a slight amount of tension developed
with JACL, Apparently JACLNﬁﬂjﬁwﬁkﬁt thls new Committee would

usurp all the funghiong that the looal; ghapter was carrying out.
DEBLVKLHNEAL O LHE INMLE¥KIOK
(IMILLED 2lV.LE2
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wever just about the time of the formation of the Resettlers'
Committee, the 1local JACL chapter elected a slate of new
officers. The new local president of the JACL is a very good
friend of the executive director of the Resettlers'Committee
and at present a very good working relationship exists between
them, |

The Resettlers' Committee feels that the main function of
the leocal JACL should be that of publie relations and p-lities
andl:hould leave social welfare end to the Commi tee which was
set up to hands this aspeoct. The new JACL president agrees
pretty much with this, Ihnrn is not much overlapping at present
excert in job offers an’ Job;rotirrul service, The ¥idwest

JiC.L offlce still runs a Job referral service

/1 e MY2HILCLOM

MK 1{} F@P'\/ LIOY VNILHOKILLA
DE bVBJ WEYE Ok LHE IMLEBIOK
(A MMRLED 2LY.L Lc
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Gambli g Org .zatlon in Chicage Chicngo

Iscel sy eignto . , - August 13, 1945
‘ J.deYoung .

Revorts that several Japa'ese gambling houses were
oper=ting in Chicsago have been e¢irculating in the Japanese
community for sométime. On August 12, 1946 these rerorts
became official when the Chie<go delly newspapers carried
& story of a r4id on one of these Japanese gambling places,
The story as printed in th: Chicago 3un was as follows:

$ 4S5 MEN ARRESTED
IN 8, SIDE GAMBLIYG
FLAT AS INVATES

Forty-five men were arrestod esterday
whe lice ralded a sectnd floor flat
at 944 E, 43rd, st. after receiving an
anonymous tip that the house was a '
gambling house,

Detectives Albert Mackey and Bdward
Tyrrel of the Hy@e Park 3tetion
confiseated $156 from five tavles,
where poker and other games were being
played,

All the men are of Japanese desecent. Toyo
Miwax, 48, of 1347 La 3alle 3t, was
charged with being. the keeper of a
gambling house and the® others were

charged with being- inmates, They will
appear in South State 3treet Court Today,"

When the case appeared in Court the next day, it was
dismissed on the grounds that the gambling house wns
in reality 2 pfivato club and all the men pfonent were
members, Gambling among members of strictl priv:te club
B dapals

The 'private club' was back in operation by Tuesday night,
August 13, 1945,
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Gambling 01 aizations in Chicago ~ Ehicago
Issel syndicate ; August 13, 1946
: Jds+ deYoung

In actuality this 'private club' is nothing more than
Sictiondzad legality to stay within the letter of the law,
Gambling joints in Chicagzo are numerous and since they pay
huge vercentage:z xm for protection,ralds are very scarce,
When they oecur, howovnr,lthefaggg usually @lsmissed,
Rexexkimexrexzktonxioxt esaxdnpanesxganb txjointaix

This elub is run by a small group of Issel men headoa
by Toyo Miwa, Miwa is a former West Coast gambler with a
rather dublous reputation. It is reported thst he attempted
to organize ganbbing in the contof in which he was sent,
Ho.re}oc toq a year or 30 ago xmixx to the Tast Coamt and
tried to épe=ﬂtet in HJewYork City and Philtdolpcia.v Chicago
with 1%ts aprroximately 20,000 rese:tlers drew him oleswt
%mhs ago.s
; With several other Issel he formed a club cailed the
2South 31de Hippon Club™, This was on the smrface a
recreational and social clubs Actually it 1s a garblin
- organization, The headquarters of the e¢iub is in the
center of the South 3ide E. 43rd Japanoie coneent~aticn,
The buildl g in whic: the club has its South 3ide r oms
has seversal other J&panese businexses such as beauty shops,
Wisel ws,ﬂ@&o dsctorszﬁwknb”° -
Miwa a'so has recently opened a north side ranch of
this club in his home at 1347 N, la Salle St,.
There 1s a rumor that there 1s at least one Caueasicn

member of the synd'cate,

Practically all the clientele of the house is Ezxsak composed
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of Issel men.

Resettler reactlon tQ thege gombling houses:
Rev. Kubose, Byddnhist m'niabo?h remarks:
I met Rev, Kubose on August 13 and asked him if he had seen

' the news of the r-id, He had not ybt heard of 1t but was very

' mueh interested and saild he knew Miwa was operatl g on ‘he
South 7id-3

"ihen Miwa came here in July, he came Lo me and asked me
for help in finding an apartment., I knew he had been a
Bambler back on the West Coast and wondered whether he had
anything planned here.

We want to the §gg§§_%1§g clean, !He came for help
in finding a rlace to 1live =2n was going along with him %o
look at = vlace, When we got outside, I found he had three
other Isseil men walting for him on the sidewakk, I thought
lgmething was in the wind thene I didn't encourage them at
alls
2 ~ Then I heard that he found & place to live on 'he
Jear North 3ide but had also rented s place down here on
E, 43pd 3t, for 2 blubroom for the Jouth3ide Hipron Cluba.
It was evident right away wha! this was to be for,

They tried to get suppobt at the Juno tournament
and made a donation and sponsored several of the mateces.
The organizers though of the Eourrament knew what they
were after and aren't ‘intere=ted %n letting them play
a part in the rroposed Sumo clube
A4t 'tude of Resettlement Committee dlrector:

The exectupive director of the Reset!lewent Committee
1ives near the E, 43rd district. He had atbended a movie
waleh ‘s in the same bullding as the gambling Joint on
l!ﬂ%lﬂ%a%agnz. ¥hile walting ‘n the lobby he had run into
the young editor of the Chicago Nisei Yews whose office is
a few doors from the South 3ide Nippon Club{ room.

Th's young editor reported that the elub had resumed

operations the day after the raid, The .toryvtnnt neig bors
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had complained was a little tarfbth%pa lino§ the game room
18 in a2 commerecial building and most of the immediate
neig bors are Jaranese business offices, They have scce-ted
the Nippon Club as ax 'egitmate business,

The young eewspaper man reported that two rumori’waro
current in the E, 43rd, St. area regarding the raid, r‘he
eﬁe that seemed to have some truth in 1t was to the effeet that
the syndicate had neglected to get their protecilon money in
on time and the fald'wna a warning wmeasure. 3ince this procedure
18 quite common in Chicago, it is probably the reason. The
other rumor was that a Korean gambler who operates on the Near
North 3ide and who up to now has been getting a’l the Issel
trade tipped off the police. However, this probably 1ls not
the case since everyone knows that the pdlice are fully weare
Qf‘thﬁﬂb ganbling houses,.

-The exectmtive director of the Resettlement Commlttee
414 not express any disapproval of this gambling Jjoint, There
were many of these gambling houses in the rreewar Jaranese
communitéds and most of the Issel take them for granted,
His wife who accompanied him t- the movie met a Issei women
in front of the movie house who rerorted that she had been
waiting an hour and a half for her husbend t come down from
the game rooms They laughed and joked abouﬁ the raid of the
precedins Yonday. fhls wonen's husband had never been to the
nouse before this particular night wherhe had heen takon-b?
a fitend, '
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In general most of the Ilssel do not express mush disapprov-1
of such gaming houses, Some of the Nisel groups here are
afrald that such places will give the Japanese group a bad
name and they point to the newspaper ra$d story as example .
It might be interesting to check the Japanese langpage newspapers
to see whether they car-y a story on this raid, |

Up until the South 5ide Nippon Club began operations, 'he
igsel men and Nisel who wanted to samble usually went to
a Korean garning house on ¥, Clark 3t, Ihis place's cliertele
1s 1limited to orienta ¢ a d Filipino's. 4 bouncer checks
people as they come in and Caucasions are n ¢ perm’tted
to come in, The proppetor who 1s a Korean gilves quite
liberal donstliona to the various Jaranege Arerican orsanizations
and is well liked by the Japenese who have come in contaet with
-him. liis plece has been ruming for o longs time and the
Japanesge patrbnage wxkinx dwmxxuxExwhich he might lose to the
Japanese ganing erowd will not have mean too much ‘o him, His
rooms are very populap with a certain type of young Nisel
‘and these will not go to the Issel clubs,
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Chicagoe Buc 1st Church(nonesectarian) : Chicazo
Int. with Rev. Kubose fugust 1“. 19“
J. doYoung
Founding of Chicago Buddhist churcht 1ﬂ"fi/”'

Rev, Kubose, minister of the Chicago Buidhist ahurehf‘330&8 Pienee
three years ago from Heart ﬁounttln Feloe2tion Center, He was
hired by the Congregationalist Union to establish a hostel in
Chicago and to do resettlemeant fleld work in the reloc-tion centers,
The main emphasis of his work was to encourage resettlement of
Buddhists, His salary Qnﬁ expenses were pald by the Congregatione
alist Unions

The Congr. Union gave up the idea of opening a hostel for
resettlers and "ev, Kubose concentrated his Qnorggos on ene

couraging resettlement, His headquarters were in Chieago but
| he made trips to the various centers, fHe also met with evacuees
in Chicago and acted as an advisor to newcomers to the city.
Rev. Kubose in looking for a place to live ran across the prcsont
Buddhist church bHuildl g on the 3South 3ide, This was in 1943
and the bllding was unoccupied. Previously it had been used by
2 Gfosk Orthodox Church, A small suite of offices in the church
had at one tine been used as l!ving quarters and Rev, Kubose
decided to rent the o0ld ch rch, He used the fofmar offices for
living quarters and the church meeting room he utilized as his
resettlement office and meeting place, The entire building rented
at this time for $35.00 a month,

Rev. Kubose worke: for the Congreg-tiemalist Union for six (5)
months in Chicago., Various Buddhists in the city had been asking
him to conduct services and si-ce he was renting an old chureh |
buildl g, he decided to open a Buddhist church in Chicago., He
resigned his resettlement advisor positionwith the Congr. Union



Religious organ .tion , Chieago
Chiecago Buddhist Church(non-sectarian) - August 14, 1946
Int. with Rev. Kubose : J. deYoung '

Founding of the Chicage “uddhist churehi

and set up the Chicazo Buddhist Church on his own initiative,
Hie had no backing from evacuess and was not receiving any rinua»
eration. To open the church he utilized some of his own savings.
At this time most of the resettlers in Chicago were Wisel, He
invited the Nisel Buddnists to attend this church,. In describing
these early dnys Fev. Kubose makes a big point out of the fact
that there was no congregation when the Bhicago Buddhist Church
was first opened, About six months later in October 1944
a group of older Nisei who had been attending Rev, Kubose's
gervices got together and formally organized into the Chicago
Buddhist Church. A board of directors was elec ed and church
officers set up. TIhe board and 4fficers were all Nisei at this
time. The group ralsed enough money to purchase the church
and & two-flat bullding in the rear of the church for use as '
8 parsonage.

Fxdtreeriyy It might be sald that the Congregat’o alist Unilon

nﬁcnlorod the Chieago Buddhist church indirectly. FRev. Kubose
hsd no intention of opening a church when he first ceme to Chicago
but came only as a relocation advisor. It was through this sctivity
whieh was supported by the Christian Congregationalist group that
he evolved plans for a locsl non-sectarsdn Buddhist Church, The
Congregationalist group, however, spo-sored Hev, Kubose only for
slz‘non£ho and only as a relocation advisor, When Kubose began
his Buddhist church activ'ties he was no longer being sup ortéd by

this Ghristian group.
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Chicago Buddhi  Church(non-sectarian) 15, 19#6
Int, with Rev, Kubose

Lresent congregation of Chicago Buddhist Church

During the first year of operation § practically the ethire
congregation was made up of Nisel mem“ers, The YRS, Young Pecple'’s
A was the dominant and controlling group in ehurch
actlivities, In 1945 Issel began coming to Chicago in considerable
numbers and began joining the Chicag- Buddhist church, The church
setup was rcorgdnizod to meet the needs of this Issel group. A
speclal language service was added to the Sunday services., English
language classes for Issel set up and socisl activities for Issel
made part of the church program. While the YP® still remains the
dominant group in the church today, Issel members play an important
part not only as part of the congregation but as board members and
officers, Today the Church board of directors consists of delega‘es
from three main groups, the Ypung Peoples’ ~J§é§$§%§§aa the Ill.imﬁg
group, and the Viomen's Cluvs(Fujin-kasi), Each of these groubl
supplies 4. delegates to the board of directors. Iss4l have good
representation on the board and now have a hand in mWmEExx deciding
church policles, The President, however, is a young but very
active Wisel Buddhist,

still

The =main body of the congregation 1s - ade up of Nisei. It
is interesting to note that there are sbout 30 Caucasion m mbers
of the church and a sizeable group of former Japanese Christians

who have returned to their original Buddhist belief,
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Chicago Buddhi Church (nonesectarian) Chicago :
Int, with Rev. kubose August 14, 1946
: J. deYoung

Young Feoples $EREBxutens(vre)

The YP@ is the stronsest group in the Chicago Buddhist Church.
the original founders of the church belong to this group of
mature Niseil Buddhists.xmixymungxizzeix Originally the group
was made up entirely of Wisei but today a handful of young Issel
of the same age group as the Niset more mature NVigel have joined
this group. The new president of the YP@# 1s a young Issel of

about 36 years of age.

Young Buddhists' Association (¥3A) .

The YBA (The Young Buddhists' Association) 1s a teen age
elub, It includes ¥isel in the early twentles. Thils group
1s called the 'Buseei' group by R“ev, Kubose, He feels that
when isel re-ch the sge of 25 they are ready to play an adult's
role in church activities and should become ﬁart of the ¥YPG)Young
Peoples Group).

Friction with Shinshu(Midwest Church) Buddhist YBA group.
ists
A esrtain amount of friction bgfwo.n the Midwest(3hinshu)

Buddhist Church and the Chicago(nonesectarian) Buddhist Church,
Part of this friction is found in the interpretation of what
the YBA should reprezent,

The Midwest YSA or Busseil group consists of Wisel from teen
age through the thirtles, The controlling group, however, is
made up of mature Nisel in their late twentles and early thirtles,
It is this group which e¢all themselves 'Busseli' who founded the |
Midwest Buddhist Churech and who control chureh policles. It 1e

a 80 the group which cooperated with the Eastern YBA groups to
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Chicago Buddhis. Chureh(non-sectarian) August 14, 1946
Int. with Rev. Kubose
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fo- gh znlt;éamf§uns Buddhist (the ZYBL) This
EYBL has amampped out an ambitious program for Buddhist minis ry
training in the U.S, The Midwest or Shinshu ¥YBA is also part
of the nationa} YA which 1s affilisted with the Buddhist Churches
of Anoriba. The Shinshu YBA corresponds to the Young Peoples Group
of the Chiecago Buddh!st Church, ‘

On the other hand the Chicaro Buddhist Chmumch's YBA or
_Bulsci group 1s strictly 2 loesl teen age social group., They
call themse 'ves the C:lcago YBA, This has_lod to some confusion
and the Shinshu group has felt that the teen age soclal group of
the competing church doss not warrant the name of YBA, This
group 1s purely loeal and social in fu-ction and is not affiliated
with the natiomal YSA group,

A more basic difference between the two churches explains
a great deal of any friction that has developed., The Cnicago
~or nonesectarian young peoples' group is much more progres- ive
in thelir way of thinking. They feel that Budd-ism in U.3, should
breal away completely from Japanese cultural domindnation and
become 'Ameriean ' in thought and pactise. They believe in
consclidation of the various sects(nonesectarian churches) and
further that sueh nonesectarian churches be controlded by the
local congregation that suprort them, They do not bplong to the
national Buddhist church anoolation which 1s dominated by.tho
‘older orthodox Buddhist wministers,

The Shiinshu group which is also largely a young N¥isel group and

walch 1s econtrolled by a Nisel group tends to be more conservative,

\
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Chicago Buddhist Church(nonesectarian) August 14, 1945
Int. with Rev. Kubose i ! J. deYoung
Eriction between Shinshu(Midwest) Church and Chigago Buddhist chureht

This group follows the mmex orthodox Buddnist organization. The
Midwest Church and YBA greup belong to the orthodox Buddhist Church
Assoéiatton f Am‘rica. This Assoelintion 1s headed by Blshop
Matsukage of 3an Francisco.

the entire philosophy of the Midwes' group fodlows the
orthodox Buddhism and hence i1s muchmore Japanese in cultural
content, The Midwest Church services are all in Japanes eaven
though the xmxk majority of the congregation av‘ Nisei, It is
true the group does not have an English speaking minister but
this in 1tself portrays the conservatism of the group. Incorporation
of English into Buddhist services is still considered fairly
revolutionary by some of the older orthodox Buddhists ministers.
However, in Chicago, the Midwest Nisei group feels the need for
English speaking priests and for that rea-on has been one of the
lesders in trying to cre=te a Buddiist Ministry school in the U.3,
In general though the group is much more consorvatiic in their
chureh thinking than'is the Chicago Buddhist groupes

In igo these two young Peoples' groups of the different
Buddhist churches are almost alike, Lea‘ership in both groups
is in the hands of mature Nisei, Before evacuation these
grours worked in the same organizat ons. All the Chicago Nisei
Buddhist leaders before the war belonged to various sect churches
and the the local ¥YB% groups. It was the more progressive mR
xxasxx and liveral minded(in church doctrine) of these Wisel who

became part of the nonesectarian group here in Chiecago.
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Ghiogéo Bnnzg? Chureh(non-sectarian) Chicago

Int, with Rev, subose Agust 14, 1945
Je« de¥oung

Songregation amalgamation of seets
All the members of the Chicago Buddnhist Church prior to the

war belonged to various ‘uddhist sect churches, Many were 3hinshu,

others belonged to Nishérdn, Shiogoh, Zen, Tendail and Jodo sects,

The Shinshu demomination is usually known in the U.3. as the Shin

sect, It was the strongest sect in numbers and it has besn

Japanese

estimated that about 3/4's of Buddhists 4in the U.3. were me=bers

of this 3hin sect,

Note: Community Analysis Report No. 9.( May 15, 1944-"Buddhistm in
the U,5.7 gives in general outline the history of these
Buddhistx sects in the U.,3, It also gives a short de=
scription of the pre-war and center conflicts between Lhe
Sectarian and nonesectarian groups,

3ince there is a strong Shin c¢hurch in Chicago, most of the

former Shin mewbers attend this, However, some of the more progressive

and liberal of the former 3hin Nisel have broken away and were G

active in foundinz the Chicago Buddnist (non-sectarian) church,

he Pres’'dent of the no ~seetarian church is a former 3hin member

a8 1s he pres’'dent of the noneseetarian group's Young Peoples'

organization,

Rev, Kubose's sermons tend to be an amalxsamation of ideas
from various sects and 28 a result the older members feel that he
is catering somewhat to their individual seets. In other words

: former.
hils services are general but at the same time satisfy the sect
members, ie ityn:

Shin pecple say my sermons are just like 3Shin sermons; Hichiren,

Jodo, Shingon, and Zen peor'e say the -amethins, Sverybody seems to
be satisfied.
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Chicagg Buddhi.¢ Church (non-aoetarian) 14, 1946

Eubose also has frequent sect ministers as guest nponknr-. Rev.
Tesuda, a i‘gh minister, was guest last week at a special Obon
service. A Jodo m#nister from 3eabro -k has been inviied as s
guest minister for several services next month, wh@n such sect
ministers conduct services, they use their partieular‘aoet

rituals and Rev., Kubose adap's his gener=l services to them,

Oppostion to Fev. Kubose:
Rev. Kubose says that his loeal church is strongly opposed

by the orthodox sroup. He says:

"I anm too 1ndnpondont ot them. I am still a young mang the
they think I should be taking orders from them,"

Here he was referring to the former Buddhist Mission of Yorth
Americam now known as the Headqusrters of Buddhist Church in
America. This is sti1ll headed by Bishop Matsukage,

Kubose aprarently was one of the lesders before evacuation
in the nonesectarian movement whigh was headed by Rev., Julius
Goldwater of Los Angeles. The oprosition to him dates from

these early days,

Sorrection re Kubose

In the first field report on the Chieaso Buddhist Chureh, Kubose
was described as a youns Issei. Thl. was wrong, He 1s an older
Nisel and after education in U,3, went to Jepan to study for the
svibnthect s ’géa aetio'= and appearance are Issei and his English
is strongly accented., Rwanmx Evyn many Issel who know him think

he is Issel, .
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Nonesectarisa -uddh st ehurch August 15, 1945
Int. with board member of church J. deYoung s

{}ﬁ ¥~

The tolloving renarks concerning the non-sectarian Bﬁddhist'
ghurch and the Shin church were voluntecered by one of the
older Hisei board members of the nonesectarian church, 3ince
some of his remarks were directed at personalit’es, hils 1h.nz1ty‘
will not be revealed. '
Be Rev, Kubose: Many Niseil do not understand hls approach,

"Rev., Kubose 1s a very good organizer ond planner but I dofi't
think he has the right approach to Buddhism Tor most of the llgel,
It 1s very hard to fodlow his sermonss You know, he is H¥isel but
spent so much time studying in Japan that his English has become
difficult to understand, Sometires in his sermcns I don't know
what he is t2lking about.

Most of the Nisel in our nonesectarian group are quite liberal
and have gotten fed up with the old orthodox aprroach of the
various sect churches, That 1s whv we left those churches and
tried to bullt up a2 progressive non-sectarian gr up.

"I really don't know what the answer for Hisel Buddhists will
be, But I know I'm not setisfied with the kind of organization
Rev. Kubose 1s bullding up here and many of my group feels the
gane® way, In a way 1t seems to me that our loeal non-sectarian
group is becoming a2 sectarian group « Rev. Kubose and others
want to break away from Japanese domination and from the rule
of the orthodox group here in U,3, That is fine but for the
future of Buddhism here we'll have to work out some means of
working wkxk smocthly with the larger Buddh et group in the U.3.
S0 fer that hasn't come about, There is friction and suspicien
and 1t seems to ke 1t is 1-creasing instend of decreasing,"

Shin group in Chicago very conservative,

"The Shin or Shinshu group here is very ccnservaiive judgded by
our non-sectarian groupe I used to be a Shin member but got so
disgusted with #i the do-nothing polic{ that I quit, HMost of the
lea‘ers in our n-ne-sectarian group feel the say way. The lwaders
of that group sre jJust aout the same age as ua and before the
war and in the centers felt much the way we did about Buddh’'em
for Nigsel in the U.3, HNow the Shin group here ot at is the YA
group, have largely gone back to the old orthodox fold. They feel
that the YBA should affilieste with Bishop untnuk::ol group.

I can't stand some of hese former friends of miné. They have
become quite 'Japanesy' in their religious outlook., Yet we all.
were considered liberals by the older Iasel before the wap. Many
-of that group though seem to have become very conservative during
the war years,"
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Buddhist chu 1 orgeniszation Chicago
CYicago Buddh. Niseil church bd. member int. August 15, 1946
J. deYoung

&swsus_mwm Chicagos. Rev. Kono very popular,

: "Rey. Kono, the Shinshu minister, is a young Issel of about 34,
He ¢an’'t speak much English but has such a domin~nt personal ty
that he 1s extremely porular with both Nisel and Issel, Hils
services draw tremendous crowds. When they held services in the
Uptown Players Bld before it burned, sometimes as many as 500
to 600 peop’'e would turn out. These services were in Jar=nese
too. He's a natural leader and is very popular. Even now his
regular Sundsy servi-es draw crowds of hundreds,.

"Our avera-e 3unday sttendance a2t the nonesect-rian church’
usually ie about 75«80, Our biggest turnout was for a special
Hindu philosopher, We had abcut 225 in he audience a d that
‘ammed our little church to the doors. .

" I 41dn't believe that the Shin church hed =ueh large turnouts
until I went to see for m-self,"

Rev. ¥ono is not an organizer.or planner:

"Rev., Kone is a excellent leader but he is not a very good
organizer, I would egay that jus' the oprosite would hold for
our n nesectarian minister. Kono was here about the seme tLime
a8 our minister and begsn holding services. The  were very
well attended, Kono, however, doesn't have too mueh or§anizing
ability and 414 't plan gshesd, Their group still docesn't have
a church building and that hampers them a gre-t deal, Kono
has flenty ¥ oppomtunity three years aso when he first came here
to get empty wuildings but he d'dn't look ahead and wasn't too ;
sure of a future here, I've heard him say myself--'Well, if things
don't work out here I'll go haek to the West Coest,' Rmax Since
he dominates the YA group which controls the church pol’eles,
his sort of d0-nothing attitude has permeated the group. They've
beep trying to ralse money for a church for a lonz time dut
can t seem to geot undervay."

Bevs Kubose more of a planner:

"Rev. Fubose planned for the nonesectarian church right from the
start, He declded that there was going to hHe a large group of
_Japanese permanently in Chicago and that there would be a need for
a Buddhist church, 3o he went ahesad on his own and bought our
present church building, He put up his own money to make the down
payments. La'er when our group was incopprated, the church
took over the payments and we reimburaed Rev., ¥ubose for the payments
he mede, It was because of Kubose's foresight that we have shurch
bulldings today,"
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Int. wiih Niseil church bd. member of August 15, 1945
Chic. Buddhist church  J. deYoung -

"We've brought Issei into the controlling group in the
non-gectarian church, Our board of directors is composed of
delegates from three groupsj the Young Peop'es' Oroup, the Ilssel
Men's group, and the Issel women's group.

This Iss-i participation is important for the Issel still
eontrel much of the economiec wealth, Ve've raised money because
we have Issel participating right along with us.

The 3hin group board is still all Nisei, The lssel at the
Shin church go to servi-es but don'' take any active role in
chur h aff-irs, I think tha: s one reason why the Shinshu
group which is so much more numerous than we are, haven't been
able to ra’'se money for bulldings.”
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derendent mother camé to Chiecago in the sumwer of 1945 to
Join an older marriad sister,

The family before evamuation lived in Los Angeles and
consisted of the fether, mother, Hdnry aaﬂ two girl;.!ho
eldest @irl married a short time before evacuat ion, The
fanily operated a small grocery store but were bnroly able
to make ends meet, ZIZwvacuation wiped ocut all but a amall amo .nt
of savings of the family.

The famlly was moved to Gradada center, The married sister
and husbend relocn'ed to Chicsgo in 1944, The rest of the family,
however, showed no interest in resettlement, ¥While no definite
plans were aver made, the father kept thinking in terms of
opening a small grocery store in lLos Angeles qftir the war,

To this partioular family, life in the reloe- tion center

was not unduly unploalant. The mother and father who had vorttd
long hours strugsling to keep & small grocery store in
oper-tion now regarded center 1life somewhat as a vacation.

The younger ainster w-g in high school and since she was very
popular hed a good tinme, Henry who had graduated from high
school the year hefore evacustion and Qho h2d been working
without pay in his father's grocery store alse found a pleasant
niche in the reRdoation center, He worked as = timekeeper

in the maintenance section. 7“ecause ~f a phrysical disa 1lity

he was draft oxonpﬁ.



J+ deYoung

He had noff desire to obtain any higher education than
18 high school work, He wnsvunliilloa and had 1i:tle ambition.
T Hom 1ife in the relocation center vas rather pleasant. He
spekkk of missing the theatres of Los Angeles but this seems to
be the biggest los: he felt. e had an e=sy Job in the center, and
theeewas ample social act'vity for his ne~ds. :

In 1945, however, a crisis in the famil: forced the
resettlemont decision of the famlly. The father died and
Henry nominaxlly became head of the family, Since the fam'ly
had no re-1l plans for reloc:tion except that of the father's
wish to return to Los Angeles, fenry was at a los=, He did
not have the ex erlence or ingtitative to oren a grocery
story in 1A, " With the certer closure looming, the family
was forced to make a decislon,

: The decision w2s made by the eldest daughter who was marpried
and 1living in Chicago. The family wes to join her, Since
Jobs were plentiful, Henry could get a Jjob and help suprlement
the family income,

In this instonce, the young Hisel boy ;gn not old enough
and did not h=ve enough lfai;lﬂ‘i‘ to assume the position of
head of the femily as 1s usually expected of the oldest
boye Here the eldest sister who is only a few years older
than ho.took tﬁil place.

Henry, the mother, and the younger sister relocated to
Chieago in the #all of 1945, The married sister had found
a large apartment and the family moved in with hem, 3ince
the mother was able to take ¢care of the one grandehild, the



Reséttlenént History 3
Single Wi( . boy with dependent month._, Chiceage
August 15, 1946

daughter took a factory Jjob, Her husbend is aleo a Tictory
worker, IHeney also found a factory job, He makes 90 cents
an hour snd mpxuntilx is still working 8 to 10 hours overtime
every week, His pay averages about §55 a week which 1s far
beyond a wage he could have expected hefore evaciation. He
oontrlbuth’an equal sharo for expenses of his mathor, younger
sister and himself, The younger sister, howover. reeontly
was married and has roturn.d to California with hor husbanrd,
Even though donry is sup orting hie -othor and hineolf in-
his sister's household, he has still not tsken over any
authority, he sister's ~usband 1s the formal head of the
family although the sister in actuality is the domin-nt
gharacter, Henr y 13 satisfied to play the role of'a younger
brother, ZExcept for contributing to his mother's support, he
hae 1ittle or no famlly responsibility.

The famlly 1s Buddhist and attends the Shin Buddhist chureh.
Henry belongs Lo the Y34 and the only doe;al functions "e
attends are the YBA dances and parties, Ho‘assoeiatss with a
lmail grour of Hisel boys in their late teens. Whilé he 18
& little older than most of the boys in thie group, "is smw immaturity
makes him feel more at .a.df”?ZZ;. boys most of vhom have
unskil’'ed or semieskilled factory Jobsy tpqnd their spare time
bowling, golng to movies and ocessional partiess Most of thom
have not as yet begun dating girls otoudily. The major psrd
of their social life 18 holr strtouly qalo groupe They usually

attend socials ~nd parties as a stag %rdhp.

¢
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Ferganence of family in Chicago

The family has no property on the West Coast and no family
attachments “8R88pt one younger daughtor, The eldest sister
who at erCOnt is the dominant member of the family likes
Chicago and she and her hush-nd have no plans to leave., The
husband has a good Job a8 a akilled machire oporator'and
is convinced that he would not be able to continue in this line
of work on the West Coast,

Henry who accordidg to Japineso tradition should at lesst
be nominal h-ad of ‘the family still is playing the role of the
yourger brother, He was satis'fled with nis 1life before evacuatlom,
center life was plessant for him and he is now satisfled with
the role he plays in femily 1life here,

The mother likes Chicogo very much, MNany of her fttgnds are
here. 3She enjoys th- Buddhist church activities and her role
in the family 1s that of 'he grandmother who'il in charge of
the daughter's small child, 9ince she has always worked exe
tre ely hard xmkxmmix having dicara for her Tamily in addition
to wokking long hours helping her 5usband in his store, her 1ife
now 1s much easier and plemsant, DBefore iho war she d4id not
hujn tize to take part in church activities, How she has become
an ardent church goer,

The family has nothing to call them back to the ¥West Coast

and have no plans to leave Chiecagos
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#30

preliminany check on Japanese operated restaurants in

Chicago revealed that there are about thirty such establisments,

3ince the check was n-t complete, the present number perhaps

is slightly larger than this., Roughly the distribution of

these restaurants 18!

South S1de dlstricte....8
Hear North 3148 ssecvee 17
LoOop arefeses

Far Tortheses o 2

These roltaurants £a211 into three types.

1, Fairly large elaborate,restaurants catering to viddle class

Caueasion clientele and ess‘onal and white collar Jaranese
group. Japanese, Chinesé, d.

There were two such Japanese operated restaurants in Chlecago.
Bot were located in the better clas» restaurant neighborhood
in the Lake Mich, area of Near Yorth 3ide, At present only
one remains in operation £-r the ~ther lost its lease.

ual
Small, rggiiylgporatod restaurants catering pretty much
to Jaranese clientele. Japange a-d Chinese focds, These
are located in the Near Vorth Side '1.4tt1e Tokyo Area', ‘hey
Number from 15-20.

3, Small restaurants catering to mixed clientele of lower=-class

‘whites, Tlegfpes, and Japanese. Combination of Ohinese and
Ameriean food. Some Japanese food, Yumber about 10.
Located -ostly on South 3ide and sever2l on Far Yorth 31de.

To give an idea of how these restmarants oper=te and of

now successful they are, EXENEX xxzxrimsxzf short descriptions

will be ghepared from time tc tive, Attached to this rerort

ouic guig® giggwkm briof deseriptions of four restaurants which 1llustrate

the above types.

MVZHILCLON

MVE EETOCY1IOUM VOIHOKILILZ
DEBYELWEAL Ok LHE IALEKIOK
(IALLED 2LV1E2



"The"following sketches are not complete amd represent at present
only a short physieal deseription of the restaurent, Interview
material with the proprietors will be sdded later, :
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——tgaggb-t Japenese restauran in the city. It is loecated on
East Ohio Street in an area which 1s dotted with popular and
swanky restaurants and nightelubs., The Wisteria 1s in a
snall cottage building, This co tage was dbullt to be a tea-room
and was known as the "Green Shutters". Prior to the war it was
well«known tearoom and rostaurant in this area, It closed
during the war,

Three years ago, a Mr, Wakano opcnoé this tearoom as a
Japaneee restaurant which he e¢alled "rhe Wisteria", Mr, Nakano sbio
ownsx and operat-s one of the larzest Japanese food producing
companies ln.Chiougo and 18 reputed to be one of the wealthiest
Japamseq“:x\ the city. He put a mfmomv into the
raltaubant for he redecorated and bought rew equipment, The
only Japanege motif in the place 1s seen in the wallpaﬁor which
has bamboo shoot des’ gn. _

The booths ~nd chairs are of colored leather ;nd are rather
modern’'sific in des'gn. There is one falrly ‘arge dbing room
downstairs whigh e¢an se~t 50 &o 50 people.

Chinese, American and Japanese f od ls served here, The
Japanese Tood ‘s almost all served ala carte and 2 complete

"meal 1s gquite expensive, Chinese and American food is served
in a comprlete din er fashion, Chinese dishes can also He ~rdered
OO PRTReYY . -
The restaurant does not operate on‘fﬁmily help plan as 1is
usually the case with JtpanégﬁH:ggf:hrantl.
MVE BETOCVLIOU VOILHOKILA

DEBYELWEWL Ok LHE IMLEKIOK
[IMLLED elVY.LE2
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1a cont?

A dParge percentage of the customers is Caucasion who come
for Chinese or Japanese food, I'he restmemant is also popular
with office workers f r lunch, The Caucasions who come for
Japanese food are those who have had some previous exrerience
with Japanese food either in Japan or elsewhere in the U.S,
They are usually from the middle class group. Lower ¢lass
whites do not frequent this area for eating purposes, The
prices here are higher than in ‘he other Japanese restmamnts

that cater to "ower class white or Tegro group.,

OEEICE Ok LHE DIFECLOE

MVEHIUCIOU

MVE BET'OCVLIOWM VNIHOKILA
DELBYELWEUL Ok LHE IMLEEIOK
NHILED 2lV.LEe
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tsu restuarant 1s a small Jaranese restaurant on Ne

\_Lﬁiigiqstroot in the heart of the Japanese concentration, It
has the reputation of having some of the best Ja-anese food in
the eity and 1s usually listed after the Wisterim as = place to
eat,

It 1s loceted in a small, narrow and shabby room on the
ground floor of one of the W, Clark street buildings whiro
lhdpa and bars are on the ground floor and apart-ents and rooms
en the floors above,

Ibe restaurant does not have a separate kitchen, Instead the
rear part of the room has been partitioned partway to the ceiling
to form the kitchen., Since the bullding is old and rundown, the
restaurant !s quite shabby, The floor is worn and the walls and
celling need paint ‘esperately, |

Some new equipment has been put in by the operator, A
new counter aapé—stweads i3 in the rear of the room next t- the
kitehen, The stool" are covered with leather, One s!de of the
room has xmymexixbxmkhsx four or five booths, Ihe seats of
the booths are also leather upholitered, On the other side of
the room a 11ﬁo of tables and chairs 1s placed. The resta rant
has a juke box,

It 1s family operated.

Most of the chstomers are Japanese., Some Chinese rood is

“11sted Hut” Japanese dishes such as sas im{reow f1sn) tempura)shrimps

are stressed, Prices here are rather high, A mmmpimkx din er
MVZHIUCGLOU

costs well over a 9&%&?&zﬁ?ﬁx§?ﬁ&3&9%&?9$R)ﬁ¥i¥l°“' main dish w'th
rice and tea. TMQEW W%ﬁ"ﬂ’%ﬁ%ﬁ@@g préeswar prices in

Japanese restaurants,
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Aloha restaurant 1s located on N, Clark street in the
lled'Littxle Tokyo' neignborhood, The original operator

was a Hawddlan Japanese, hence the name, 'Aloha', Ihis restaurant
was also very popular as an eating place for the Hawalil GIs that
passed through Chicago.
It 1s in second ownership now, The restamant is similar
to other small Japanese places in this area, The bu'lding is
0ld and run down, The walls n-ed painting, The floor covering
is 01d and wornout, 1In this restaurant the fixtures are 0ld
and worn,
A Juke box 1s placed in a prom nent rosition.
Japanese, Chinese and a few American food dishes are served.
Prlcoi here are a little lower than at the Tenk tsu which is
about a block away,
Customers are mostly ¥isei, The Aloha is a popular place
to stop off at night for noodles and soft drinks. The Juke "“ox
has the latest swing numbers as well as several Japgnese selections,
One think about these small Japanese restaurants in this area -
that is n-ticeable at once 1is ﬁl:g:lxx soft drink counter or
gsect 'ons In cach of these small restaurants one end of the
room 1s stacked with box after box of coca-cola and pepsi-cola,
A good deal of the profit that 1s nade in these small places is
after the regular din-er hours when the youns Nisel swarm in

oid OF. . 89f%, grinks and noodles or sandwiches,

MVZHINCILOM

MVE KETOCY.LIOY VOIHOKLLA
DEbBVELWEWL Ok LHE IULEKIOK
NMILED 2LV.LEe
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uggé." Cafe i1s a small lunch counter restaurant on the South
"‘iiES‘ér Chicago. 4t 1s located in the NVegro-white transition
area and part of its eclientele comes fpom the Tegro group.

It is very small, has one small counter, two booths and several
tables, It serves America and Chinese meals, Japanese dishes
ean be ordered ala carte. Ihe regular meals range fr m 65
to 90 cents., ' ‘

The oﬁstomors at Iinch time are a mixed groups They are
lover class whites who work in this area, Vegppes and a few
Japansse, At din er more Jaranese are seen,

The restaurasnt has a juke Hox and a soda fountain section,
It is near a Nisei recreati-nal cent-r{bowlines alley) and
every night after the din er hour it is crowded with Nisel,

Three young Nisei girls werk as wiitresses here.

OELICE Ok .LHE DIFECLO¥
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The Eastern Young Buddhist's League wass founded by a
small group of Nisel Buddnists in YWewYork City in 1946, S3tanley
Okeda, 2 ymuxx Visel from Hawail, was one of the original sponsors
and became the first president of the Le=gue,

The first annual conference of the E.Y.B.Le was held
in Chic-go ¥ay 31, June 2, 1546 and was sponsored by the
Midwest Y34 Shurch groups The League how has 7 chapters with
a membership of abovt 500 young Buddhists, llii new charters
weore admxpted to membership in the learue at the corference. ‘hase
were, THisitrtaasss, Phlladelphla Y=A, 3{.. Louls YBA, and the
Chicago(n nesectarian) Young Buddhist Group.

The theme of the League conference was "Buddhism of Tomorrow".

Seven YBA chapters were represented at the conference, There were
53 outside delegates and approximately 57 delelates from Chicagose
The exectitive secret ry of the Buddhist Churches of America at
3an Franeclsco, HRev. ¥. Kumata, represented the BC'y, Rev, S.
Tsunoda of the Tri-%taté Young Buddhist Lengue at Denver was also
a deleg~te, Other Buddhist ministe re present werej Rev, ¥ubose,
Chicagoe Buddhilst Church(nonesectarian) Rev, B, Fujimura, Rev,
G. Hirabayshi, 2nd Rev. G, Kono, Midwest Buddhist Churech, N,
Ishilura and Rev. H, Seki, Yew York Buddhist Church, and Revs 7.
Mukushima, Seabrook,

CutagrLE aYe delepates were: :
Bleveland Y22 10 ; 3t, Louis

3

NewYork Y3A 17 3eabrook 3

Philadelphia 2 mveAmwbnofilties g
hers '

Chieago 50 MVE KETOCVLIOM VNIHOKLLA

DEbYELWEWL Ok LHE ILLEBIOK
MMILED 2LV.1E2
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league's headquarters will continue to be in New York

City at the Tew York Buddhist Churche Rev. Newton Ishiura of Jew
York City was appointed executive secretary for Lhe yeor 104647
He will serve on a voluntesr basls until the E.Y.B.Ls can raise
money te cover salary and expenses for this position. 3tanley
Okada, one of the L,Y3.L. founders wmas reelected as president,
fhe other officers for the coming year were:

Vice-preaident,.Dr. ‘en Chikaralshi (Uhlegzgo ¥BA)

Secretary .....fiyo Morikawa Hewdork YBA)
Treasurer,... ...Xiyoml Nakanura Jeabrook )
Avditor.. ..... George leracka 3te Louls Y71)

Four Buddhist ministers were e'ected as advisors to the D.Y.3.E.

Rev. Gyodo Eono Midwest Buddhist Church

Rev. Gyomi Kubose Chic=go Buddhist Church (nonesectarian)
Rev, Z. Mukushina Seabrook Buddhist Church

Rev. Hozen Selki iew York Buddhist Church

Reve, Onoyama Clevelend

Previocus to this conference the E,Y.B.Ls had been snindependent
Nisel Buddhist organizations The deleg-tes deoidéd at the conference
to Join Bishodp Matsukage's Buddnist Churches of America and an
amendment to the consititulon of the E,YeB.ls to this effect wae
adopted. : '

Ihree new charters were adnittsd to the les ue,

The League finanoially 1s wesk, It has a very emall budget and
this Emxwxtyix 18 nade up of contributions and membership fees from
the wvarious chapters, Each member orgsnization paye mnmbership'l!
OKKIGE O LHE DIFECION

fees of one dollar per person of 1ts membership e=ch year., At
present only sbout $§700 in nembsrship fees is netted a year. This

money and other sumsyfnomsgruirivutionyddumed for activity
DEBLVBLWEWL Ok LHE IMLEBIOK
(IMILED 2LV.LEZ
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The League publishes a quarterly magazine called NIRVANA,
The various Y2A chapters take turns in publ ‘shing this. The
first lssue of the year 104647 came out this month and was
published by the Chicago YBA, The sec nd 1ssue(Noveber) will be
put out by the New York YBA$ thi third i1ssue(Feb, 1947) will be
issued by the Young Peoples Group, Chiocago Buddhist Churchj 2nd
the 1ast lasue of the year will be by the Cleveland YBA,

The Leagus has 2 central news bureau at the national headquarters
in New York Citye This news bufeau is a c¢learing house for all
E.YeBe Ls news and is oper-ted by ‘he exectitive secretary.

Probably the most important business tronsacted at the conference
~ was the setting up ~f plans for the Buddhist Scholarship Fund and
the Minister Training Program. The E,Y.,B.slL. is taking the le2d4 in
suprorting the drive Tor training ¥uxx Visel Buddhist priests in the
UsSs The affilistion with the Buddhist Churches of “America
is very significant, This Buddhiet Churches of America organization
is headed by Bishop Matsugake of San Fr-neiseco agg‘is regarded as
thoroughly orthecdox., It was becruse of thohda;aneso olement that
some of the Buddhist leaders broke away from this BCA and began
forming non-sectaria- groupse It will be worthwhile to wateh
the merger of the E.,Y.B.L. and BCA very closely., The members of the
IE:X.Q:}?chnd to be liberal and progees=ive, The mcve to set up
‘Q;Qgﬁii;nglining progran in the U,3, 1llustrates their trend of
thinkings The BEA group on the.other hand !s dominated by older
Issel Buddhist phhests 'whe ars ortholox 1h@bels thinking, The .

DEBYBLWEWL Ok LHE IMLEKIOK
E, Y.Bsle, howwer, feels that//4fl Buddh¥dd'dn the U,3, 18 to have
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ot i all Buddhist echurches and groups must cooperate and

work togethers They fed®lyxkx though that Buddhism in th» U.3,

is going to have to develop along Ameriean cultural lines rather
than the 0ld Jarsnese patternses The affiliation with the 588 is

in one sense ah attempﬁ on the part of the N.Y.B.le to liberalize
this old orthodox group., It is too early to tell whether this

group will suceedd in keeping the leadership that 1t has demonstrated
80 far or whother the old orthodox group will gradually regain

its preewar prwer.

' OEEICE Ok IHE DIEECLOY
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. VIOTOVIHRZAW
Note: See Field Report on Eastern Young Buddhist's League Conference,
19th, 19

Rield Reprort datod August 45, for add'tional information
on this minister's trainins program. AOTOEAIA THT TO A0
There has been some aglitfation for the past seversl years to
get up a Buddhist sehool in the U.3, for training Buddnist
ministers. 'n a'tempt was made during the relocotlon center days
to give some training %k to Buddhist minlster candidates at
Topaz whers Bishop Matsulrage's headquarters were loc tad("
The Eastern Young Peoples lLeague which was Tounddd Dby
a smallgroup of Yisei Buddhists in NewYork City a year or so ago
hgn been the most active group in pushing such = minister training
program since the mmixmfxthwxwxex end of the ware In the first
annual conference of the TYBL which wasleld in Chéesgo, May Jle
June3, 1946 this group after hearing a report on the unstable
eonditions of the Buddhist Church organization in U*S, decided to
take the inititiave in working out a plan for a Buddh'at dnhool
for Buddhil-t minister candldates.

Briefly, the EYBL hopes to set up a gehool which w1ll be loc-'ed
oithér in Yew York City or Chicagoe. #%xxix An English speaking
professor of Budd-lsm will be tnxztadxx socured from Japan as
goon as possible to train iisel candidates. The candidates after
receiving this training will then be sent to a university in order
to obtain a rec-figlzed degree, To suppprt such a gchool and program
the E¥YSL 1s sponsoring a natlonwide scholarship fund. 425,000
has been set as the miniumum goal, YBA groups thooughout t :

country w!ll be asked to sponsor dflvta to ralse ﬁonny for t
fund,.
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Hn1LED

peclal scholarShip fund comm’'tteewas set up to‘mako plans

8 drive, This committee is headed by Rev, ¥ona of the
Midvest Buddhist chureh (5hin sect) m Noboru Honda, president of
the Chicago Buddhist Church(nonesee¢tarian) is also on the fund
eonn;ttoo. The Chicego Buddhist church 1s also reprecented n the
Minister Training cémmitteo by Rev., Kubose,

The Committee on‘Miniaters Training drew up the following

suggestions an  presernted them to the President of the EEBL,

EYBL MIN'3TERS COMMITTEE REPORT

I, APPLICATION

A, Application may be made by
l, Direc® appliecation by proapect
2. Recommendstion
a, Reverendes and organization,
3. Prospect sponsored by church, league, or group,

B. Qmalification
1. High school gr=duates and undergraduate eollege students,
2, College gradu=tes
3. Ordained ministers, i.ek, Issei and Nisei ministers,

IX. ZEDUCATICYAL PROGRAM

A, Applicents
1. High school graduates and undergraduste college students
a, 3tudy for 8,A, degrese-post-gradu2te study on Buddhism
of one yesr and half at Buddhist school or privately.
b, Dur'ng sumer vacatloneeither sthdy privately under
tutelage or work at church as church worker,
¢es Flnance,
1, Tuidtion and living expenses paid until gradustion,
2., College graduate.
a. Take post-graduate work at un‘vers:ty.
OEHICE Ok inE DEECIOR ., Summer vacatlon--Buddhist rssearch
3 ¢. Finance
1. Tution and part of living expmnses raid,
3+ Ordained ministe rs.vcuvcion

. Tak " :
. Saies %m%‘%%%&&% YIHOKILA
BYBLNEAL Ok LHE IALEBIOK
~ NMUILED 2LV.LE2
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{ISTERS COMMITTEE REP'RT $éoont,)

B. Establishing Buddhist 3chool in U.S.A,

1. Location to be determined after considering concentration of
Buddhist cultural center and other things pvertaining te
se¢hool «

2. Instructors
as Ministers in America
be Instructors from Japln

3+ Finance
2. Contributionse«dapanese and Cauncasions,

b. Support by churches, 'easue, national office,

III, METHOD OF RAISING FUND

As Church quotas
B. Contributions from outside

IV, Banx BOAED

A, Loeal Board
1. Contact group for incoming and outgoing 1dess with
churches, le=2gue, national office, etc.
B. District Board
1, Group to econsolid-te suggestions from ocal board
and eontact national office, eto.,
Ce Nationel Boord
1, Central Board where all incoming sugrestions are
received and where 1deas are materiall-ed to working unit,
2, Other detall work as accertirg applicants, ete,

This report is to be submitted in the form of a prop smal
to Bishop Matsukage of the Buddhist Churches of America, The
Eastern Youth Buddhist lLeague feels that Biﬁhop Vatmukage's
‘;gggtxl:tnnxthould be the central organization for all
JBuadnists in xam the U.S,

Exxinxinkerasting Some friction with the nonesectarian groups
may result because of this, Themon«sectarian graups szuch as

RCj'. Kubose's yowﬁ%&ﬂmlﬂﬁmjmﬁ& in Les Angeles

have broken away from the BuldHidtd Chli¥ddes afi Americox organization,
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i¢ago (non-seetarian) Buddhist Young People's Association
has joined the E,Y.8.,L. and several prom!nent members of this
group have been appointed to the Hiniator_?raining Commi:tee., Thus
while the Chicago Buddhist Church offieially is not part of the
Buddhist Churches of America organization, the YPA group has

beccme affilisted with it through the E,Y,B, L. membershin

Since the prlans for the Minister Tralning program zare still
nebulous, there has not heen any oprortunity for friction between
the nonesectarian groups and Buddhist Church organization to

develop.

OLEICE O JHE DIFECLOY

MVZ2HINCLOU
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The activities of the Chicago Chapter of the JACL durins the

summer months were limited to several lOOill affalrsonnd a o oo
nhort bﬁi l¥§r1tod program to get loeal support for the Cldims

1111 at the time the Bill was defeated in thoﬂsgzao in Waghington
D.C.

A dance held at International House in July drew a
Nisel a'tendance of some 200, A picnie on August 25 brought
out about 150 Nisel and Issel, This pienic which was held in
a forest preserve some miles outside of Chic.go did not draw
many of the young Nisel group. Most of the 150 in attendance
were fam'ly groups composed of Hisel families., A s alhl handful
of single Hisel girls came but very few iisel boys were on the
scene, Ffart of this was caused by the inaccessibility of the
pienimc grounds, The foreet preserve was located milesoutside
of Chieago and could be reached only by special bus or private
car,

Exceprt for a enmScssmlllld b2l game, the picnic activities '
eonsisted of small family grours eating their lunches together
and gossiping, Small fxmtx groups of friends stayed together
and there was not much mixing excert among the small Yisel

children,
Fall activities:

The main activitées of the fall program are a membership

drive and .n"'siﬁgggyt’3£ti!§’§!.§x;gca] Nisei in the

fall elections,
The election activities consisted largely of sending

eireulars urging JACL members to register and tovote and

exrlaineng registration and wvoting procedure in Chicago.



) 4 1

JACL activi s Chicago
October T, 1946
J. deYoung

The present membership of the local JACL chapter mkxm 1is

slightly over 300, An offort is now being made to materially
increase this number. A membership drive held last Spring
in Chicago was not a success as far as numbers were concerned,
At that time a rather wvigorous campaign was carried on with
volunteer recruiters, teams, ete, General apathy of the loeal
Nisel towards #kfkxmmdx Y,84& group problems and antagonism
towards J'CL were xmExkxsx responsible for the failure of thés
first membership drive.

The present membership of some 300 represents a
xteskx select Nisel group. The majority are professional and
white collar workers,

Ve h f 2 nse :
The present membership vas about by the

aiggtl‘i:.sxgggoial condition of the local chapter, A year

ago the loc=l Chapter agreed to assist the Yational JACL
chapter by carrying the ex-enses of the Midwest Office
sceretary. The expenggg Qf the Midwest JALL offices such as
the representative's salary and office expenses are carried
by the natiehal chapter.

To date the local chappée's funds have come from several
sources, Membership fees of the 300 members bring in only a
small revenue and part of this goes to the Nati-nal Chapter,
About a yesr ago a Xmmxik small group of local mambers formed

e oo 21 Buek a Month' elub within the local JACL chapter. <ach member
of this club donates a dollar a month in additlion to raying
membership fees of the lodaT 'ghdpter, There are 30 members

AVE FETOCV.LIOVM VNIHOKILA
in the 'Buck a &B&Iﬁm} Ok LHE IMLEKIOK
. OUILED 2LV.LE?2
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Individual members make small contributions from time to ,
time. These consist of small amounts of money or dénation of
office suprlies, :

Dances are held to paise meney., The Ostober dsance which
is advertisdd as 2nd Anniversary Dance of JACL primarily is
being sponsored to raise funds.

Another source of income is the loecal JACL I-iii suprorters
group or Koenkai., This group started out with a lot of fanfare

but 1s now l°rgely inactive.(note: A separete report is “eing
prepared on the JACL Koenkal)

The Issel suprorter group raised an inikttal fund of some $1500
when 1t was organized séx or seven months agos A large proportion
of this fund was sent to the National J'CL treasury,

Inspite of the above means of mevenue the loeal charter
has st@adily fallen behind in its financial program. The main
expense of the loeal ehapter is the salary of the Midwest
JACR seeretary, By July of 1946 the local JACL tfoaaury
was exhausted, At the present time Cctober the Bixry salary
of the Mldwest JACL seecretary for August and Sertember wax is
8t1ll unpaid. The present membership drive was brought about
largely by the treasury dofiecit.

Speeial ecabinét meetings have been held from tima to time
to discuss the problem of fixanetadx finances., Ever since the
organization of the locel charter in 1944, the fimamncial
rrobd@m has been the most important hindering fettor of t

Chicago chhpter. The amount left in the loeal treasury

from membership fees after the nat'o'cl c¢hapter's shere
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never baen enough to cover current operating expenses
e; the loeal chapter much less tovering salary expense of
the Midwest seoretary. :

The present desparate finaneclal plight brougbfubout the
formatlon,;f a speclal committee on Budpet and Finance,
K minimun of $1100 1s needed to @arry on the activites of the
loecal office for the balance of the years, To ralse this
money the committee organized the following program.
1. September was designated as 'Enlist another member month'.
Each member of the local chapter was akked to enroll ai least
one additional member during the month of September. There were
293 members at the beginning of September, 19456, From this
drive the committee hoped to mAdee several hundred dollers,.
Ldttorl and bulletins carrying this pleas were sent to each of
the 293 members,

The results of this xmmpkar September drive were very
disappointing, At the end of the month only a handful of
new members had been enrolled by the Xmmk old members., The
membership fees collected barely covered the cost of malling
letters and bulletins announcing the drive,.
2, A specddl program to push the sales of Ben Kuroki's book-
"Boy from Mebraska" was organized, An arrangement was made
in which on all orders taken by the local chap'er 20% of the
b&#ﬁﬁiﬁe price of the book would be credited to the local
chapter, The committee fgl’ thaat at least 500 books could
be 80'd in Chie ¥ 13Xowness) An/ response brought this

D bVHLWhIAL Ol:, LHE ITMLEKIOB
estimate down to 250, IWlbbdbr-td ¥edeive 207 of t-e purchase
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rs and money had to be sent to the National JACL
Only a few orders had
dguarters by September 15, ixprzmpxx@fximezixxzxiosrs

been recleved by that dsate, The committee felt that 250
eoples could still be sold and a few members advanced

enough money of their own to order 250 33% ﬁgtphoeho book

is sBehduled for release around October 9, If all these
autbgraphed copies are sold, the local chapter will net about
125,

3« Two dances 283 incomexwep producing affalrs have been
scheduled for the rest of the year., One will be held in the

middle of October, the other will be a semieformal affair probably
&3’3’53’15 duttng the Christmas holidays,

4, The 'Bueck a Month' club mmmkmrskipxwtiixbmx is ancther
source of income for which plans of expansion have h-en set

ups The present membership of 30 1is made up mpx of rrefesssionals
and higher sadried white collar workers, The Committee hopes

to increase this auﬁstantially.

5+ The committee also drew up tontaﬁivn plans for a raffle

xtxhxyrrtxes which may be held during the hdlday season,

The poor response to the nembership drive xmmxxx during
the month of September mtexmix brought about a reduction
of membership fee for the balance of this yesr to $1.50.

Ok LHE DIKECLOK

MVEHINGLOU
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| the membership fee of §1.00 from esch indiwidual member.

very low percentage of the YBA membersyxhmmwmr have
econtributed this small amount, The exeative secretary of the

group works on a volunteer basis,

The success of the Chicago confere ce which when 1t is \
analzped consisted largely of soeial meetings and parties \
leads the observer to suspect that this soeial aspect of the EYRL \
is the main focus of interest rather than the st-ted fosus of |
imericanizing Buddhism. The Conference t- WtEhx which member
I8A sent delegntes drew up elaborate plans for such s program

but have been unable to earry them through., The delegntes

hovever had a very good time during the donforonoo. Sightseeing

tours were sponsored, a dance held, three or fomm dinrer parties i

glven, From a soclal stondpoint the Crnferemce was - hugem success, {

Four months later there are scarcely any tangible results of the /

proposed program of the EYBL, -
The next EYSL conference will “e held in YNewYork un er the

sponsorship «f the Bastern YBA groups, XIXX1¥X Already interest

in attending this conference 1s expressed by lo al Y’A members.

This interest, however, con&ists ~athly in the soelal and recre-tional
agpects &f the conference,

OERICE Ok LHE DIFECLOE

MV2HIMCGILOU

MVE BETOCVLIOX VOIHOKILLA
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4 335
The ZYBL 3cholarship Drive(destived in Fleld Feporteipgust 19

TYBL Conferenee)
which was discussed at the Eastern Young Buddhist's Conference

in May and June of 1946 has again been announced, A memorandum
to the various EYBL member clubs and other intereated groups
has been issued by the executive secretary of the EYBL, The
quote of $25,000 remains the same,

No actual plans for fund drives have yet been set up. The
same type of memorandum was 1ssued four months ago at the end
of the EYBL conference in Chicago. The S¢holarship Drive was
not able to gét underway during this four month period, The
Midwest YBA group here was one of the active sponsors of the
3cholarship fund, This grogp, hovever, has not worked out any
plans here for raising its share of the scholars ip quota,

The EYBL which started out two years ago with three chorter
members has on paper seven members, These Y"A organizations are
in lewYor), Pennsylvania, Vew Jersey, Ohlo, Illinois, Misso ri,
and Minnesota. The EYBL conference held ¥ay 3l-June 2 in
Chicago was 2 resound ng success, ihe organization has =etup
an offiecial publicationu'Nlrfana' which has 2 nationwide circulation,
The EYBL was the group that formmlated shpans for the Hisel
Ministers' 3cholarship Fund.

3ince the Cﬁicago conference(May3l-June?),the EY"L

’P\§a§‘bogun to fallapart. As indic~ted above plans for the
Lim;s;Q;;:iﬁgip-dttvt x=ymr we® not put into effect, Financlally
the EYBL 18 in a very bad Wy chae mﬁin financial support comes

MVE KET'OCVLIIOM VOIHOBLLA
DEBVELWEWL Ok LHE IMLEKIOE
NMALLED elV.1E?2
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The Midweat Buddhist cnﬁ?ﬁﬂ??ﬁ?ﬁ group headed by Rev. xono)/gx?)
which holds its meetings on the Near North 31de has regcently. ...
eonducted a membershi: drive, This Midwest Church which is
still dominatod}and controlled by a group of fairly young YuA
members h-sregularly drawn a sizeable attendance at the Sunday
services, On special occasions as many as 500500 Buudh sts
have attended serwvices, Actual church membership is another
matter for only a fraction of the Sunday sttendance are
church members.

Return to the VWest Coast has taken awary many of the original
lesders in the Midwest church and a sizeable proportion of the
original menbership. To recruit new members a membership diwe
was carried out 'n September.

The Mldwest Church was founded by a grou§ of ﬁiaot under
the dirdction of a young Shin priest, Rev. Yona in 1944, At
this time the numbers of Issel in the city were negliktkidble.

But even now when the proportion of Issel has prob-bly ret.rned

to preewar level, the Midwest Church still remains dominated and
controiled by a young wisoi groupe The membership drive indic-tes
this, For this drive, the city was divided into seetions

and each section sponsored a acaial and dance for youns Bu dhists
in these seetions, %s a result, 52 new members were enrolled,
These were =2ll young'ﬂiaotn .

- The Midwest Church now claime the largest membership of
any Buddhist Church in the U 3, What is actually meant 1
that the Midwest Y°A is the largest YBA group in the U,3,
For all preseht purposes the Midwest Y Am and Midwest Budd
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Hpoh are the sane, The Midwest YBA group uses these two
terms interchangeablys This 1s a decided contrast to the Chicago
Buddhist Church were the ybung people's group 1s only ne
of sever-1l qlub organizations attached to the church, In a
sense the Midwest Church ean be deseribed as a fatrly etive
YBA group whieh sponsors 3unday religlous services.
The menbership chairman of the membership drive, a young
ex-G1, says in regard to the drive:

"I'he only way to get t-e interest of the oung peonle
in churech activities 1s to emphasize the socia part of churech
l1ife. Young people today have to be mede an atteactive offer.
That 1s why I have organized this series of soecials and darces
in each section.

Many of the xmmx young people who attended there onJo{ed
themselves and made new friends and as a result have come to

our church since, We got over 50 new church (Y34) members through
these sectéan socisls, If the older Miseil menbers of the Y3A
would sct as good-will emissaries and take more interest in this '
roung group we could get many more new members . "

OREKICE Ok LHE DIEECGLOK

MV2ZHIUCIOU

MVE EETOCVIIOU VOLHOKLLA
DELVELWEWL Ok LHE IMLEBIOK
(IMILED eLlV.LEe
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oxfhe largest and most successful Japanese restaurant in
Chicngo, the nof‘:vt Gandens, was forced out of bustness early
last summer when its lease was not renewed, Thies restaurant
was located on Zast Delaware Place which 1s in the heart of the
Near North 3ide L-ke fromt area of high priced restanuants and
night elubs, The Delaware Gardens was an elaborate establishment
comparing favorably to the well<known Miyako Restaurant of Hew
York City. It had spec'al banquet rooms in addition to several
public din ng rooms, It immediatel beocome very popular with
resettlers in Chicago especilall for speédidl oocasions such as
vedding receptions, dinner meetings, ete, A dinner meeting might
bring in a ecrowd of a hundred and fifty to two hundred Jararese.
Wedding receptions alsoc brought out large numbers of Ja anese
in groupss
Recently the report has circulnted in the Japanese community
thatthe main reason for the non-fenewal of the Re2se wos because
of the large numbers of Japanese who wero seen in thds 'ex®lusive
restaurant neighbophood', Accordfdsg to the editor of the loeal
Japane~e newsparer, the Cauession business men in this area
exerted pressure on the real est-te company to force out the
" Japanese restaurant, Y“hen the le=se came up, it was not renewed ,
This highlights one of the handicaps that face the larger
Jdapanese restaurants, If such a restaurant wants to draw
%u%:;:i:;z:mclientolo, it must be loe ted in an xemax- good
regtannant migf'xber!;bod for netumeny.Caucasions will go tco slum

area of "Little T M%hm does locate
bY LWEML Ok LHE TUMLEKIOK
NUILLED 2LV.LE2
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excluwive area, there 1s danger of pressure from Caucesion
competibors. This pressure here in Chicago has not been one

of business competition but bather more of racial diserimination.
The main renmson for opposition 6d the Delaware Gardens was in the
fact that too many Japanese were being seen in this exclumive
Extingxhex restaurant area. Heighboring business men elaim that
1nﬁ§g§\.uanor. er wds of Japanese congregated on the lawng}Qbat
Japanese newspa ers vere scattered about ,sedrEenExiNEXREENEX

In short Japanese individually or in small groups is one thing
but large numbers of Japanese 18 another in this type of

area. '

The only other elbborate Japanese restasmant is slso in
the same type of wmmmixx exclusive restaurant region, ZYhis
restaurant caters largely to & Caucesion clientele of middle and
uprer elass status and does not go out of the way to seek
tapannao group trade, Individuals ahd small groups of Japanese
patronize this restaurant but not in the same numbers as frix
was the cnee for the Delaware Gardens, This restamran is not
used to any extent for wedding receptior s or dinner meet! B8y
The Jaranese Iss%i manager 1s not interested in getting such
groups, He malkes no screecd of the faet thathe considers his
Caucasion cléentele the important pert £ his business, As a
result he 18 not boo popular wihtm the Jaranese obmqunity. His

OLRICE Ok LHE DIKECLOE

Japanese customers tend to be the professiornal, and fmte¥x intelldectual
groupe - MV2HIMGLOU
.. MVE BEETOCVLIOX VOIHOKLLA

DEBVBLWEWL Ok LHE IMLEBIOK
NUILED elVIEe
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(uThe Chicago Shimpo 18 an eight page tabloid size Japanese

AZuage newspaper which elaime to have a subscription list of
over 3,000, About half of this subseription is in Chicz -0 and
the opher half 1s on the wost.Coast an! the Eastern States., (3ee
Fleld Rpt; Aug. 3, 1946 for dogﬁription of phpsical facilities of
Shimpo plant)

ITne Shimpo 1s 1is oditoa by Bob Fuji! formerly of He rt Mountadn.
(Hansens repprts from Ht., ¥t, has material on Fulii's activities in
the relocation center), Joe Kolde is assistant editor,

The Chiecsgo Shimpo has been important in shaping community
thought especially amongst the Issel group. The Previous background
of the two editors is significant in this respect. Both were
formerly on Japanese language newspapers dn the.w.at Coast, They
are young Iss@i being in the Xxkmx forties and have reputations
as being 'liveral' in thought and action,

In Santa Anita assembly center, Fujii and Kolde organized
a series of Americanization classes f r Issei. This lecture series
was knowh as "American Geography Clas- for Issei"., Xhimtkisk Ihis
title was deliber tely echosen to forestall eriticism from the
pro-Japanese Issel. Actually the lectures were devoted to
U.3, history and democr-tic prinictbdées of U,3, government,
‘hese lectures proved to be very popular in the assembly center

and large turnouts of several hundred were not unususl, (The fact

cucbBat: Hhepe was very little activity for Issel in the assembly cente-

should be token into consideration when inte rpretating this lorge
attendance,)

MV2HIUCLONU

MVE BEETOCV.LIOU VOIHOKLLA
DEBVELWEWL Ok LHE IMLEKIOK
IUMILED elV.LEe
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J11 and Koide vere transferred ‘o Heart Mountain Reloe-tion

| cdnter and there Fyjii started a mimeographed newsletter in
Japanese. Both Fujiil and Koide vere convinced that Japan would
lose the war and this attitude did not make them too popular with
the larger group of Issei.

Fujil at the close of the war was anxious to carry on with
his liberal Japanese newsparer and felt that a large resettler
area would be the best spot for such an undertaking. Accoddirgly,
he came to Chicago., 3ince he possessed little capital it was
necessary to ralse outside money to f'-ance the Chiesgo vemture,
The Issei Japanoso with money to invest in such a venture were
the local pre-war Iscei business men, The resettler Issei
with capital were inveutins in business enterprieses where an
immedlate ret rn w-s found and where risk was not so great.

Mr, Mukoyama, local Issel art dealer, became the Tmxiditmx
dominant force for raising money for this venture in the local
business group. - advanced part of the necessary capital an
lponsored.meetinvs of local mx Isseil business men at vhigh he
stressed the importance of having a Japanese newspdper in Chicago.

Wnile as a group, the local Issel business men were much
more aware of the current developmentsof the waruﬁm Ineet
not of relocation centers they were not as 'liveral' as Fujii,
The editorial poliey of the newspaper at first was fairly eautious

""in erpressing the so-called 'liveral' viewpoints, Mukoyama
exerted hls influence as patreon of the newsparer tec the fullest

extent. His connegtion wit) $he newspaperiput him into te
DEBYBLWEWL Ok LHE IMLEEKIOK
public eye and it was largely HitoRgY M s co ection that he
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g2n to emerge as leader in the resettler community,
Mukoymma was also the main contact of the Isseil community with
the famous Japanese political refugee, Dr, Oyama, who had
settled at Northwestern University in Chicago. Dr, Oyama whose
liberal polifeal views had mmienmtmxx succeeded in banishing him
from Japan did not take any active role in community afairs but
his 1dees were in line with some of the liberal views of Fujii.
However, Dr. Oyama wmmBdxmeixkmkex did not wish to emerge from
retirement to mix in loeal affairs and confined his contact to
a few ¥mxx Isseil like Mukoyama whom he had met when first
coming to Chicago before the war,

As the Chicego Shimpo became more and more established,
the Influence of Mukoyama gre incre=singly irksome to the
editors, This fréction that developed was not so much on
idealogical grounds although M tended to de much conservative
than the editors but largely because of the interference of M
in the newsraper man-gement, A break was inevitable and canre
in the summer of 1946, a 14itle less than a year after the
incorporation of the newsparer,

Today the Chicago 3himpo 18 ope =ted by Fujil as an
individual enterprise and depends on eirculation and advertising
revenue for sup ort, Whether Fujii can succedd in this venture
1s still problematical, The ourrent expenses »f the newsparer

"are being met by the adwertising revenue and circulation, #ag
zpaforagenzixeax Sl s
MVE BEETOCYLIOM VOILHOBILA

DELVELHWNEWL Ok LHE IMLEBIOE
NUILED eLV.LEe
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' he break between Fujii and xmmxgexxM and his small group
) of supporte rs came a2t about the same time that other young
1iberal leaders were becoming concerned over Me's activites,
(Inis IQJLrthlp rivalry was discussed in brief in October
14 summary report)

Fujii through his newspape® 1s now attempting to push
more liberal Issdi into the community limelight. In addition
to issuin- the newspaper, Fygjii and his small group of suppor;o rs
have been organizing recreational programs for Issei, The Judo
tournament of last summer was one of these programs, Recently
the Chicag- Shimpo sponsored a production of a Jaranese Clagsieal
play which is being given in varlous ports of the eitye. In
these Issel programs, M, and his cohorts are being ignored Qs
far as active sponsorship goes., Where previously Mewould bo\
chairman or master of ceremonies, other Issé& business men, usually
regettlers are performing these functions,

While Fujil does not openly dddit to an attempt to bulld
up new lssei leaders, asssciates of his feel thag this is his
aim, It 1s signltleaﬂf%hat Fujil apparently feels that the
time is not yet ripe for young liberal Issei like himsedf or
Kolde to take over leadership in the Issei group. The ‘ssel
that the Chicago Shimpe has been putting in the limelight recently

are older Issel who while not 'liberals' are not as comserv-tive

THY dg'tHe réloeation center leaders,

. M7EHINGILOU

MVE EETOCVLIOM VL.LHOKLLA
DEBYBELWEWL Ok LHE IMLEKIOK
NULLED 2lV.LEe



