
Chapter IV 

The Japanese in Agrioulture 

The importance of agrioulture to the Japanese as a means/o f liveli-

hood has already been pointed out. In 1940 some 22,000,i* oy 45 per cent, 

of the Japanese workers in California, Washington, and Oreg on were employed 

in agrioulture. They operated 6,118 farms and 25^074 aores o f farm 

1, TJ. S. Congress, House, Select Committee Investigating National Defense 
Migration. National Defense Migration; ̂ oftirth Interim R eport (House Report 
2124). 77th Congress, Second Session, Fjmdings andHfceoom mendations on 
Evacuation of Enemy Aliens and Others f/om Prohibited Mil itary Zones, 
May, 1942^  p. 104. U.  5 . Government P/inting Office, Washington, 0; C., 

iWZTl 

laid on the coast i The  geographica  distribution of these farms approaimated 

-j (L- ryî bi a  t>Ajfl 

that of Japanese population. In Jlilifornia there were 5, 135 farms covering £ 

226,094 acres, while corresponding figures for Washington and Oregon were 

, V / / »7 / Ĵ f-̂ Â̂ fii+JkJLf 

706 farms oovoniag- 20,326 a^res and 277 farms ooreasiaag 11 ,654 aore^. In 

relative distribution Caïtironia farms and acreage compr ised 84 per cent 

and 88 per cent, resp^tively, of the total number and the ac reage of 

Japanese-operated /arms in the thrnn «yhnfrfKiy 

/ 
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Them's trugg le $ of the  tfajyuuuse  to achieve the 1 present status in agri-

rV oulture 4 had bwgukjMbre than fifty years ago^ f  Like many other immigrant groups 

they gtarted at the bottom of the "agricultural ladder'* as farm laborers. 

As early as in the early eighteen nineties Japanese were observed working 

in the fruit orchards of^S^yramento and Santa Clara "Va lleys, imr the vine-

- if I 

yards of Fresno, the sugar beet fields of Salinas Valley, nn i  km thn 

marshy delta region near Stockton, ^nmr ygf "n  "T* - r"  , they w p̂e- also 

employed in the citrus orchards and vegetable farms of s outhern California, 

After farm employment was emmm secured pother Japanes^fcllo ^od tho pionooro 

lulu a QisUl-e'fc, As the number of Japanese in the distric t increased 

rapidly, they found employment^on lAbro and more ranches and farms, 

jmlAJ - M 
Y 

In these early years the Japanese wer'<r regardedj vwitir-gre^? faw» by 

agriculturalists in the Pacific Coast States, particula rly iri California 

and became a reliable and convenient source of cheap faun lab or. The 

completion of the transcontinental railroads had open4ed v ast markets in 

the Middle West and the East for western agricultural-pro ducts. Large 

^ y 
profits from the s-ale of specialty crops attracted more an d more farmers 

to the production of these crops. Irrigated Acreage had' been increasing,t—vt 

more îand-hàd" been wfcurned to intensive farming rathe rrthan the proôution 

of general crops. Trks-Specialization, however, called f or large  niijii 1 iil'î  m ti un 

and an abundant supply of cheap, and highly mobile, labor. Eke- Mobility 
i 

fJ J &s 

f/\i'ab was req«Hâ ed by great seasonal fluctuations of/\iabor dem ands 4n n Wiçinrt. 

^ In many parte of tho West ChineseAhad been much in demand and had 

Lsf- J  11 
predominated-  BTnp1 nyfflfmli  for dooo^oa, but the Chinese exclusion 



-1 
law of 1882 had stoppedxf low«r of new immigrants  •  The gap  -in  the labor 

sujif ly  oreated by the disappearance of ̂hinese/\due tô riatura l ce^ea açd 

- J L 

by the rapid expansion of intensive agriculture was filled by the Japanese, 

oreated by the disapp^anoe of ̂Chinese^ue to^atural 

who had begun to arrive at Pacific Coast ports in large numb er or who had 

been released from railroad^ and minejl* These Japanese so on adapted them-

selves to fit into the Chinese system of labor and living cond itions. In 

some localities, however, the Japanese not only caplaced th e gap, but also 

displaced Chinese and Caucasians laborers. 

The majority of the«« Japanese had had farming experience be foreir 

emigration from Japan, imee Lu intensive cul-

tivationj They were^young, active, and neat,baeheleg». T hey were ac-

commodating, and 
were wi 

lling to work^hard and long hours aw aueh .seeds-

during peak seasons. The employers found them satisfacto ry, 

because they were willing to accept lower wages, put up w ith the crudest 

form of shelter, a n d b o a r d themselves. TJae-

cruitment uf laboi was *— 

simplê ftfr the employer ,̂ wtiu uuuld  feel  -eii(jue;li  worlmrs li.y umnlpietjug 
All the employer needing "help" had to do was simply to tele phone or 

write to a club or a camp or tell his Jap boss how many men were 

necessary; he then settled wages to be paid to the men with the labor-

supplying agent, to whonu money was paid, and he, in turn, paid the men 2 after deducting a commission, except in the case of the Jap  boss. 

2. Tohihashi, Japanese in the United States, p. 175. 
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The development of the system^?nong Llio Jnpanocfr was 

The unorganized Japfmooo farm -laborers soon formed "gang s", directed 

by bosses  ¿v.  Sometimes these gangs became the nuclei of district clubs, 

to which members paid annual dues for the privilege of cook ing, lodging, 

and hibernating when unemployed. The secretaries of the clu bs main-

tained relations with local employers and kept themselves informed 

through Japanese bosses of work opportunities in neighbori ng districts 

so as to direct intelligently the migration of the club membe rs. 

Another outgrowth of the Japanese gangs were the camps ru n by Japanese 

bosses as a kind of headquarters for farm labor, the camp bosses supply-
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In on© community where the Chinese were paid $5 per week, th e Japanese first 

worked for 35 br 40 cents per day in the early nineties. In ano ther 

locality the prioe for work done by Japanese by contract wax first 

estimated on a basis of 45 cents per day as against $1 for Chinese, and 

in the later nineties at day work Japanese were paid 75 to 90 c ents per 

day where Chinese  were,  paid $1. In a third district they were paid 

70 cents per day and for two or three years their wages var ied from 

60 to 90 cents as against $1.25 per day for Chinese and $1 p er day, inc-

ludin^board, for white men. Before the close of the nineties , however, 

the wages paid Japanese had begun to rise and the increase i n their 

wages pontinued even when the influx of the members of this r ace was 

greatest, 

~ 2 > 
1. U.  «r  Immigration Commission, Reports, p. 63. - A 

By 1909, according to the survey of the Immigration ommissi on, the 

wages of Japanese had increased more than 50 per cent over tho se of fifteen 

years before. The rise is attributed to "prosperous times a nd an inadequate 

labor supply under prevailing conditions, with new opport unities opened for 

them, and especially with restrictions upon their furth er immigration." It 

V —I • , -  . -.  ; - - '; _ • _ _ 

was claimed that after the restrictive measure went into e ffect "they . . . 

p 
ceased to greatly underbid other laborers." 6 it is also reported that 

2. Tbid. 

:-.ipr  i  n n i 
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in order to drtve suocessful bargains "strikes and boycott s, particularly 

at harvest time" were used by Japanese bosses.̂ f̂ By this time, Japanese 

1. U, Congress, House, Select Committee Investigating Nat ional Defense 

Migration, Fourth Interim Report, p. 67. 

were reported in the production of almost all crops of intens ive farrowing 

in California• 

In the beet industry they number 4,500 of between 6,000 and 7 ,000 

handworkers employed during the thinning season: They pr edominate and 

control the hadnwork in the beet fields ^of bIl_except th ree districts 

In the State two in southern California, wh©re they are outnu mbered 

by the Mexicans, and one northern district, where they do n ot care to 

work and Hundus were the most numerous raoe employed in  1^09 .  In the 

grape picking of the various parts of California they are al so the most 

numerous raoe, some 7V000 or 8,000 being employed during the busiest 

season of a~few weeks in the fall. They do practially all of the work 

om t^e berr^ t^e State, In the various districts speciali zing 

in certain vegetables and on truok farms near the cities the y do much 

of the work, Mucch of the seasonal work in most of the decidu ous-

fruit districts is also controlled by Japanese laborers. 

Of the 4,000 extra laborers brought in to work in the orohards of 

the Vaca Valley during the summer of 1908, one-half were Ja panese. 

About 2,000 of the 2,500 or 3,000 persons employed in the Newe astle fruit 

district at the busiest season in 1909 were Japanese. Abou t 1,000 

members of this race remain in the Pajaro Valley all year, wh ile for the 

intensive work during the summer and autumn some 700 or 800 J apanese 

amd abotit the same number of Dalmatians come into the distri ct from 

other plaoes. In the citrus-fruit industry of Tulare Coun ty a little 

less than one-half of the piokers are Japanese, while s ome 5,000 pickers 

in southern California constitute more than one-half of th e total number 

of citrus-fruit pikers in that part of the State during th e busy 

spring months. S 0me 200 Japanese are employed reguarly in the handwork 

on celery ranches in Orqĵ efcounty, while at the height of the transplant-
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ing season the number is increased to 600. 

1. U. S. Immigration Commission, Reports, vol 23, p. 64 

jLJf The predominance of Japanese labor in the productio n of many crops is shown 

by the survey undertaken in 1910 by the California Commi ssioner of Labor. 

The following table is based on a sample of 2,369 farms opera ted by Caucasians 

L ! ; . : - �- " ,: .-,'�-: . � � - _ 
2 

in select«^ regions of intensive farmings 

Table 

Japanewe Laborers as per cent of Total Laborers in Select Reg ions 

of Intensive Farming in California 

Berries 
Sugar Beets 
Nurs e ryyProd ucts 
Grapes 
Vegetables 

per cent 
87.2 
66.3 
57.3 
51.7 
45.7 

Citrus fruit 38.1 
Deciduous fruit 36.5 
Hops 8.7 
Hay and grain 6.6 
Miscellaneous 19.6 

2. U. . Congress, House, Selaect Committee Investigatin g National Defense 
Migration, fourth Interim Report, p. 68. 

> / 0 

In the decade 1900 - 1910 the Japanese were probably most tyfrfcnrnuia-'/jg 

in agricultural pursuits and most mobile in improving t heir status than 

set any other time Before or since. Many Japanese had begun to climb up 

the "agricultural ladder" - — from common labor* to contr act tenancy, 

share crop arraeement, cash tenancy, «jt land ownership. Th e more suocess-

K 

ful club secretaries, camp bosses, and Jap bosses were the f irst to 

; < ? - xU 
attain an indepedent status^ Under^contraot system, the lo west form of 

tenancy, the laborer is paid for his work per unit of land or p roduct. 

For example, in the ̂ atsbnville area, the handwork invo lved in growing 

mm 
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patatoes paid so much per sack harvested. In the berry patch es the same 

area, the system operated as follows: 

One or more Japanese, often in partnership, entered into a n agreement 

with the owner of a ranch or ranches to set out plants, at so mu ch per 

acre, and to water, weed, hoe, pick, pack, load, and to do all o f the 

"handwork," at so much per chest of crops, to be paid by the owner when 

crop is sold. Contract prioes naturally varied with market and labor 

conditions as well as with the age of plants. For example , the/r̂ /ces 

paid in the Watsonville district for 1908 - 1909 were as foll ows: 

First yeartjb setting plants, per acre $20,00 
Second year, watering, weeding, howing, picking, packin g, 

and loading, per acre 50.00 
Third year, the same work per chest  1.50 
Fourth andt-fifth years, per ohest 1--75 

1. Ichihashi, op. cit., p. 179. 

This form of tenancy was, however, more advfil̂ ageous to  the owner. The rate 

of compensation was usually agreed upon on an annual basis, in advance of -M<Z 

¿/(LpfJ irt* upo n ~~ 77 

season, estimates of output,  racket  prices, and labor conditions. 

If such compensation be oa tho bcioio offyunit of land, the owner tended to 

fix the rate on the lowest possible estimates of yields and pr ices. If 

on a production basis, on the other hand, he calculated the r ate on the 

basis of the minimum market price that the crop could comman d. The owner 

in h better bargaining positionXutilizCa# the rationale th at 
o ** 

was 

he must assume the risk of uncertainty of production and pric es. The con-

tractor therefore could not share the profit* realized fro m yields or market 

prioes higher than^he estimates. "In the long run, the con tractor's share 

has proved not materially different from the wages paid to ordinary »hands' 

employed in the industry. Because of this fact, the contra ct system in most 
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industries began to be abandoned by the Japanese»"« 

1. Ibid., pp. 179 - 180. 

Share crop tenancy, the next higher iym, was essentially similar to 

the oontraot arrangement, except the tenants -ge-numorati on was determined by 

a j j a r ^  ̂

the profits(realized)from the marketing of products. The d uration of suoh 

an agreement varied; in fruit growing it was usually for one y ear, and in 

strawberry growing f̂or four or five years. The share of̂ te nant also varied 

from 40 per cent to 60 per cent of^mnuawl profits a^mding/ fro the type 
¿y rh<i Cd t̂/Cor- a 

of oropp and the degree of participation in the cost of prod uction. Share 

cropping in variouS forms is described as follows: 

The landowner pcdvides all necessary equipment, exdnept, p erhaps, crates 

needed for shipping, does the work with teams or hires it done, possibly 

pays the wages of a part or all of the employees, manage s the business 

in all of its details, sell̂  the products and collects the s elling 

price, and shares this with the tenant after all bills h ave been paid. 

Much of the leasing of orchards about Vacaville and elsewher e in California 

and a considerable part of the leasing of land for the grow ing of sugar 

beets and of vegetables on an extensive scald takes this fo rm and 

differes little in most respects from a oontraot for the h and labor for 

the season. . . . In still other cases the landowner furnishe s all per-

manent equipment but very little of the other capital req uited^ and 

the tenant does all of the work or hires it done, many of the details 
——:—-—— — — — • • _ _ i  • i 

of management, but few of the details of marketing the p roduct passing 

into his hands, and the orop is shared between the contracti ng parties. 

Much of the leasing of orchards in the Newcastle district,  of land for 

growing sugar beets in several localities, and of some str awberry 

patches about Watsonville takes this form. In still other cases the p 
share tenant provides some, possibly most, of the equipment . 

2. U. . Immigration Commassion, Reports, vol. 23, p. 80. 
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Cash tenancy in its terms varied  soi  one of the varioui forms very much 

resemblaaag.  the essentials of share oropping^W another whiuh-was in dependent 

of ovmer control. The difference of the former from share cro pping was 

C(XsUj 0-
the^payment of̂ speoified  amouriĵ  of-eaah for rentals and the assumption of 

all the risks involved in farming and marketing» This form wa s commonly 

practiced in the leasing of fruit orchards and ™n»->-{[/ y f̂ JJ yqar. 

Sometimes the reî t was paid in advance, but oftener it was p aid "out of the 

sale of the first  crop  .Y^ l ne^ i t i j ^&n many instances of this variety, 

the owner stipulated in the contract that he be hired to do ce rtain j'obs 

on the farm and be paidrregular wages for the work. Freque ntly the crops 

were marketed in the owner's name. The owner thus retained a great deal 

of control his orohardsyas overseeiV  . ..  a03 For strawberry 

patches and truck gardens, however, leases were free from such/yjontrols 

b¥=aameass. and ran usually for a longer term. In the former , for instance, 

the Lawu—uf lease covered five or six years. 

The foothold of the Japanese in^agriculture -ef Californi a -expanded 

c/ynj!2R_ / J QQ� / f l A I 
rapidly in Uigfllhötöön hund-oaA»^ That Japanese season al workers 

prodomina^d the farm labor supply has already been noted. JP-̂ orrespdnding 

progress was made as regards Japanese farm holdix^s. The Ce nsus for 1900 

reported only 39 Japanese-operated farms covering 4,698 a cres.* The 

7 

1. The Immigration Commission reports that "the aoreage of s mall subdivisions 

of farm under lease, and not included in these figures, was v ery small." 

(Reports, vol. 23, p. 79.) 

asanas», however, made great  strides in  a short tiras t«- expand/̂ éheir 
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farm operations. A  Jap*ne se  source reports the following data on the 

1 
acreage of farm holdings under various forms of tenure» 

1. Japanese-American Yearbook, cited in Ichihashi, pjo. ci t., pp. 184 and 193. 

It is to be noted that the total acreage in the table does not check 

with the sum of its parts. These figures must be used with gr eat 

care when compared directly with Censas data. Japanese so urces tended 

to exaggerate their farm holdings, The Census, on the other hand, l*ndciil-

to underoo&it the holdings. The Census, for example, did n ot include 

oertain olasses of tenants"suoh as those doing a part of th e farm work 

and sharing the products or receiving a price agreed upon," ( MiHis, 

op. oit., pp. 131 - 132.) 

LP 

r 

ft 
Oi 

«t 

(U 

Ch 
0] # 

—Û 

o 

r ui 
vV- — x 

» 
ih 
in 

»0 U1 
-I 

cr> c. 

(P 

CXJ 

y 
I j 
& 

o 
0 

t 

M 

ON 

> 

to 

r-
og 

I 

-0 

à 
H 

s, 

O 
- M 

0 
Ub 

S 

1 
oQ 
O 

s 

-b 

D 
M 

4) 
O 
cx̂  

D 
-0 

0 

u 

u 

m 

0 

fti 

F g 
Rf (71 

-a ° 
o 
cr,  m 

1 
n 

O 

>> 

ZL 
m 
�y\  � 

CK 
r-

O 

H 

G 
fe 

vo 

,  > 
H cd 
fh 

Î l * 

S f1 

7 0 
tf 

n > 
D o 
F TO 
C m 

Î ? 
r ^ O M? 

? G 



- 18 -

The data indicate that both the total farm aoreage and the t otal acreage 

under lease by the Japanese multiplied more than four times d uring the 

eight year period 1905 - 1913, while the aoreage of Japan ese-owned farms 

catO  ___ 

inoreased almost eleven times. As ibfeaiiU Mm total farm aor eage the 

greatest i3HEP5H535£=5£ increase ooourred jik during 1905 - 1907 and during 

1910 - 1913, while the same pattern of expansion applied t o tits*-Japanese-

owned acreage.«* Thef̂ creage udde^share cropping arrange ment laa^nKH&l m»«L 

during 1905 - 1907, but that under cash lease during 1908 - 1 910. Although 

separate data under both these types of lease are not av ailable for 1910 -

1913, it-is estimated that the increase was proportionat ely as great as 

that 6f the total aoreage under all forms of lease tenancy f or the period. 

The acreage under contract agreement, on the other hand, inoreased almost 

: * 

seven times in the five year period 1905 - 1910,atXi»regula r rate, probably 

A  ̂ w 

showinĝ sensitiv«L4»ew0f*tw9. to changes in labor cond ition and market prices. 

too $ 

From documentary evidence, it is learned that these farmers had; on the 

who la,  graduated from the rank of common  laborers*,  and had passed through 

varioud stages of tenancy before r*Aching tfas l̂timate own ership-. CJ U 
The vigorous activities of the Japanes® to establish  -fche  more per-

b&tJ U 
manent ̂ ctrthold- in agriculture, and, once beoominriope ratois* to reach" 

t z r 

more stable tenure status «^«-attributed to many factors. First, the desire 

to rise from the rank of common laborers was great. The Ja panese immigrant!, 

like other immigrants in general, were young and ambitious ; they had come to 

America to "get rick quick" and return hrrmn,  . tiiUi.  uCliur  liiiuil g,i  an is in 

general, t M b  1 liTUuswhen̂  %hey re a o . 

/y£z  Ik»*** **">9/ Most offthhm were either farmers or from farming famili es in Japan, and 
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this experience was easily o ibio to  -fcfe»  intensive farming in California. 

In agriculture there were great possibilities 

tJ ULJ Z  ̂

, for «erb 
A 

ility was easy and 

rapid}  anek farm products were commanding profitable prioes. Man y stories of 

successful Japanese pioneers in farming were told, often  with legendary exag-

geration, and the more venturesome cif tho late arriva ly/̂ realised that hLe 

aaibition wao not out  of ̂roaoh.  As a common laborer his income was meager 
/ J ft*""'* ' 
f ^ c n v i OMS Q g y /fee 

qn nn entrepreneugfliiy peiwiMtratiuii-co  uld  bo awro 

- too 

and limited, but 

IT .. I yV l̂r/ * 
— •  --L/..  / A  J *- » 

CwiW-feOiiiu luuK mid peciiPVPraiiaej. Ble^ndependent s tatus  -wens  also/̂ i men a lire 

- T t u a j r cAt- t- Ĵ LJ L**"" 
prestige, for h e e m p l o y e r of other Japanese. In contrast, t tee-ô -

caij-in 11  mill 1 mobility in industrial and trade jobs wcma very muc h restricted 

because of racial discrimination. Only under Japanese empl oyers could he 

advance aboveŷ uhskilled labor class  • -gtrr  Jj*«B f̂eg=4ndopofiont in city trades ^ 

 ̂ czCT O L̂J us, s J i ^ f ^ -  ̂ ^ J U 

l lMĵ lgĵ Lê botla training  -imri  xrhrp command of Englishv V 

- «-— ' v/; ~ . • 

The acquisition of farm tenancy also meanraa settled reside nce and 

idiligilw constant̂ ma'rli%[ and periods 
¿ w 

steady employment throughout the year, ayoic 

of idleness incidental to seasonal labor. The farmer could  now lead a more 

u . 
normal life. He could call foi' and reunitê writh his family , or,if a bachelor, 

he could get married and establish  -bxtr home.  Frequently, whenever ant 1 a 

. Jnpanooo  agitation for exclusiàiyrbr for the restriction of farm l ease and 

ownership/|*a®i/louder and more threatening,  theVJapanese:  were in a great U» 

LA ŝ - tfu, CUulS 

-rush to get̂ under/pvire for mo r (̂ security in agricultur al pursuits. The large 

increments of inoreawe both in the lease acreage and in the ownership acreage 

during 1905-1907 are attributable not only to the prospera i yetnr of 1905 but 

to fear engendered by such events anc^publio sentiment^ th at culminated in 
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the Gentlemen's Agreement. Fear of the possibility of ali en land legislation 

spurred/fettffî -iuul liiuultfî  of farms in 1910 - 1913. 

The expansion of  -fim'in-  holdings was greatly facilitated by the willing-

ness of Caucasian owners to sell or lease their farms. There  were many 

inducements for such transactions. Thm  [.n  ubluui  of  ̂ ^tting sufficient labor 

according to variable seasonable needswas always a major (M Lffioulty in intensive 
\ 

farming. The Japanese control overseasonal labor supply, h owever, left the 

owner̂ in a precarious position. The danger of not getting en ough workers was 

eriways nuiflely roal to him'. By leasing to the Japanese, however,  i» fcould 

XjbrtKAjJ Lo  ̂
relieve Uiumulf of the onerous responsibility of labor man agement. As such 

re-
leases increased, other non-Japanese operators found them selves iiyfmore " 

dangerous position-. 

/s a large number  .'of  farms have been leased to the Japanese in one 

locality and the members of that  frace  have done more of the work on 

these holdings, it has become increasingly difficult for other farmers 

to obtain desirable laborers of that race, so that a still g reater 

premium is placed upon leasing the land. Thus the system  tends to 

spread and become general, the farms falling under the con trol of the 

race which predominates in the labor supply. • • . In a few lo calities, 

as about Vacaville, Cal., they have even resorted to coercio n in the 

form of threat to withhold the necessary labor supply, in o rder to 

secure the tenure of orchards or farms they desired. Such  instances, 

however, have been limited to a few localities. 

1. U. Immigration Commission, Reports, vol. 23, pp. 81 - 82. 

- A Tn<L (¿ndt&cfc» 

Financial returns and other advantages were attractive r  ^8p.̂ ¿Eagerness 

1  ̂

of the Japanese's? farm leases tended to raise the cash ren tal rate and 

depre ss the tena*it?s take in share cropping. In some insta nces the Japanese 
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were willing to reclaim marshy land or to make improvements on lands. 

� Ize/xZo/J Ŷ 

There were other that were anyatoily pyofitaba-c to the ag ing 
'h 

pioneers of western agriculture^who wished to retire partl y or wholly 
e Ĵ bS J Ut 
wholly I 

from active farming. In many oases the Japanese leased "onl y the orchards, 

or the »beet land,» or the «berry land, 1 or the »vegetable land» on a farm" 

and the owner cultivato/Zbhe rest of the farm. In these and o ther oases the 

owner continued to occupy the'farmhouse, while the tenant w as housed in a 

cheap cottage or in the laborér's bunk house. 

The grwth of shipping industry ef- also contri-

buted to the expansion of the Japanese in agriculture, xne si 

to llfctta^P  *•«> 
•of orops for shipment  By leasing an enourmous acreage of 

farm land, which was then subdivided and subleased to the Jap anese, 

a«A 
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That little or no capital was required to begin tenant farmi ng is / 

evident from %he examination of the various forms of contr act or lease. 

As already indicated, many, in fact most of them to begin wi th, have 

leased land for a share of +he crop, the landlord supplying a ll or 

practically all of the equipment. This is especially true in all 

localities where much seasonal labor is required and the Ja panese are 

the predominant element in the labor supply. In these local ities not 

only have the farmers provided most of the necessary equipme nt, but 

have also frequently provided the money necessary to pay cur rent ex 

penses, so tha  -  the tenant required no capital at all. Moreover, in 

the production of sugar beets the beet-sugar companies hav e ordinarily 

advanoed a part of the necessary capital. At Newcastle and V acaville, 

and in other localities devoted to the growing of fruit and ve getables, 

the commission merchants usually make advances of suppli es for shipping 

the product, and of cash, taking a lien upon the crop in order t o secure 

the loan. In several instanfies the competition between the shippers 

for business has lad to the making of advances long before the crop 

matures, and in large amounts. About Newcastle it was found thfct some 

of the shippers had leased land and then subleased it to Japan ese tenants 

in order to control the business of shipping the proAujfc . . . . And even 

where the system of making advances has not been extensivel y adopted the 

tenants who pay cash rent usually do not need much capital of t heir 

own, for it is customary to pay the rent in installments. . • • In 

some instances, as about Florin, Cal., leasing has been e ncouraged by 

arranging for the larger rentals to be paid dturing the late r years 

covered by the lease 

1. U. S. Immigration Commission, Reports, vol. 23, pp. 83 - 84. 

{̂ J UtJ bL* 

The financing of farm operations was A i e easy in other ways. An ex-

tensive credit system was weed with business firms, most^ ommonly Japanese. 

The farm operator bought food and other necessities on cred it to provide^his 

family and his workers. The merchants were willing to exte nd such oreditf 
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because mark ups were tempting and competition among them  was keen. Such 

bills were paid after the harvest. It was also customary for  the Japanese 

laborers to wait for lliuli wages- uwfc4rl their work had been completed for 

bills were paid after the harvest. It was also customary for  the Japanese 

laborers to wait for lliuli wages- uwfc4rl their work had been completed for 

f 
1 the season. * . , 

tfhe comparative ease of undertaking farming brought^Juul man y ovila, 

particularly^ speculative operations by incomp^ent Jap anese^«* overproduction• 
fi •  . » 

tfhe comparative ease of undertaking farming brought^Juul man y ovila, 

particularly^ speculative operations by incomp^ent Jap anese^«* overproduction• 
fi •  . » 

and an unstable financial structure/^ Japanese communiti es. 
. There were many oases of fiailuraa. 

In 

Some of those have been too inexperienced in the kind of far ming under-

taken. A more common oause of failure, however, has been  found 

in the fact, • • that they produce almost entirely for the m arket 

and specialize greatly, and in some oases have depressed the prices 

tho prioog of produce until they would not cover the exp enses incidental 

, . -  -•' ' -  _ r^  / '' 
to the harvest. This is notably true of strawberry growing f orfthe Los 

I 
Angftles market and of asp^aragus growing on the lower Sacr amento River. . • • 

A comparatively large number of the tenant farmers in thes e localities 

have become bankrupt, and some of them have been led to break t heir con -

tracts with the landowners from whom they leased. Moreover , the wages 

Angftles market and of asp^aragus growing on the lower Sacr amento River. . • • 

A comparatively large number of the tenant farmers in thes e localities 

have become bankrupt, and some of them have been led to break t heir con -

tracts with the landowners from whom they leased. Moreover , the wages 

Angftles market and of asp^aragus growing on the lower Sacr amento River. . • • 

A comparatively large number of the tenant farmers in thes e localities 

have become bankrupt, and some of them have been led to break t heir con -

tracts with the landowners from whom they leased. Moreover , the wages 

paid to laborers of their  race,  have .. ¿4?s advanced rapidly and it has beoome 
—.— — — —— »1 

difficult to secure laborers in sufltfioient ntabers  •  This change in the 

labor market has been a further source of difficjJ.ty to th e Japanese 

farmers. It is proving so serious that in some localities t hey insist 

upon leases for one or a few years, where a few years ago they desired 

to secure leases for a period of several years.̂  

labor market has been a further source of difficjJ.ty to th e Japanese 

farmers. It is proving so serious that in some localities t hey insist 

upon leases for one or a few years, where a few years ago they desired 

to secure leases for a period of several years.̂  

labor market has been a further source of difficjJ.ty to th e Japanese 

farmers. It is proving so serious that in some localities t hey insist 

upon leases for one or a few years, where a few years ago they desired 

to secure leases for a period of several years.̂  

1. U. S. Immigration Commission, Reports, vol, 23, p. 88. 

(credit jfev&n Japanese farmers was highly risky  -we»  un Lliw face» 
(T 

of the high rate of failures. The risk was further increas ed by fluctuations 

(T 

of the high rate of failures. The risk was further increas ed by fluctuations 

©#•  farmers' annual incomes. In prosperous years it worked to the satisfaction 

of all parties concerned. In  ti*-  years when the crop was poor or prices were 
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low, the income could not oover all the payments for cent, l oans, wages, 

and store bills. Th® cotfnhi&sion merchants and the landl ord were always the 

first to deduct tUB- outstanding loans and  -4»Jw  rent before the Japanese farmer 

could re oeivejd̂ flF payment for tJae- product* Wages for the laborers were paid 

C Ĵ î L 

in full, as a rule, beqfG|a£e a good reputation always impo i  baiib  be 

A— sssure him of tfea future labor supply. There were many cases , however, where 

wages remained unpaid for a long time, buî yLegal recourse w ao ooldom"roaortod 

¡̂jttf-  ̂

jso •  American firms were usually ~taken care of, because t heir oredit was 

more rigid andXlegal means  -was  used for collection,if Thus the 

"|p~̂ (Dills o ĵjapanese merchants woro the lowest  ea* priority.  They were at best 

partly-paid, if not at all, and the balances had to be carri ed along a¡net 

II  (/̂ further credits lmd lu to -efttondod until a better time . It meant that the 

retailer had to use up more o^working capital, if at his comma nd, or had 

to ask for extension of time and large1 credit from the whol esaler. The 

Japanese merchants, as it wove, entered into partnership o peration of farms,fM  3 

at iztm best 

although ŝeUT ihara în profits maifmore than the amoun t of outstanding 

bills, and at Iffeerworst, losing everything. Th^modeai  of loan^ an<̂ £redit« 

woro a-tiljb widely pfraoticed̂ in 1940 Tjy Japanese far mers^ and merchants who 

/ T V . 
»'M.aliifc.b i: refused sudih credits were dî djagiminated̂ mgaiiisb in fa vor of CQmpoting mer* 

J UO 
tshants \Jfr  The failuref of many business firms in the depression yea rs we=re-

largely traceable to the practice. Only in large cities cou ld Japanese 

merchants escape from the risky oredit system and ^aopt iafe e cash-and-carry ^-¿c* 

/ f 
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^  1 - ifast+f* 

Despite the enactment of  a  alien land law in 1913,  tiio-  «Japanese farm 

1. Alien land laws will be discussed in detail in Chapter 

holdings further expanded Rapidly in the boom years after t he begin '.ing of 

Lfuy*»� 

World War I, reaching a peak probably in 1930. Data obtained "by- the- Japanese 

souroes, as given in the following table, indicate that the total acreage 

i T  I  oTsJ 
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of Japanese-operated farms, including those under oontra ot agreement, increased 

from 300,474 acres in 1914 to 458,056 acres in 1920. The "tno remonl- of increase 

for tliu sanib period was uiuiili greater as regai'ds^he acr eage under Japanese 

ownership/ an increase of almost 140 per oent from 31,828 ao reas in 1914 to 

for tliu sanib period was uiuiili greater as regai'ds^he acr eage under Japanese 

ownership/ an increase of almost 140 per oent from 31,828 ao reas in 1914 to 
* \  

74,769 acres in 1920. The figures also^s&ew that a large p ortion o^new 

acreage under ownership was acquired after 1918, indioa- ^yg general optimism 

X from prevailing high prioes, threats of more stringent an ti-alien land 

legislation, and the investment of wartime ug«rMW in real property.  -SRHE Census 

hxAyyhJ L J U ^ -

figures confirm the trend  tahew»  by the Japanese data. The former, iibwever, 

reported a much greater change in the total acreage of Japa nese farm  h d̂k /̂ 

ings, an increase from 99,252 acres in 1910 to 361,276 aorea s in 1920. 

- HvuJ LtLjaJ U* dU ßil̂ - d-  ^  ̂

in 1910 to 5,152 in 1920. 1 ̂ ^examination of thes* ¿Iff wr/tmmf Metw&en the 

1. The ewtimate by the Immigration Commission, based on th e data from the 

J 
Japanese-American Yearbook, is 3,000 - 3,200 farms in 1909 . (Reports, 

vol. 23, p. 76.) The Japanese Association of America report ed 6,463 

farms in 1918. (Statistics Relative to Japanese Immigrati on and the 

Japanese in California, p. 7) An explanation for such disc repancies 

Japanese-American Yearbook, is 3,000 - 3,200 farms in 1909 . (Reports, 

vol. 23, p. 76.) The Japanese Association of America report ed 6,463 

farms in 1918. (Statistics Relative to Japanese Immigrati on and the 

Japanese in California, p. 7) An explanation for such disc repancies 

has been given on p. above. 

two sources with ibüpeul bo tho rato of  INCREASE give^some credence to the  .  2 

many 
belief that̂ farmers who had formerly operated subdivisio ns were al̂ le  TO aotjuirecC 

many 
belief that̂ farmers who had formerly operated subdivisio ns were al̂ le  TO aotjuirecC 

entire farms and that "Wife greater independence and stabil ity in agriculture 
1 

ah rcprooontoî / in ownership and cash lease were achieved i n this period. 

entire farms and that "Wife greater independence and stabil ity in agriculture 
1 

ah rcprooontoî / in ownership and cash lease were achieved i n this period. 

In the nineteen twenties, however, Japanese farm holdings decreased in 

all liawfi. The total acreage in 1929, according to the Jap anese source, dropped 
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almost to the pre-war leve!y^while the acreage under own ership declined to 

57,028 aerea in 1929 from 74,769 acres in 1920,/\$9.5 p er oent Several 

4 M / 
S/jq e« 4/Ve opvr&fio«  ̂

factors contributed to this declines : (l) overexpansion. during and im-A 

mediately after-the^booming. years and subsequent failur es or retrenchment*, 

(2ĵ declinCoa^prices 6f farm piuduuts in the twenties, 1 and (3) the enactment 

and enforcement of/̂ severer anti-al^e/land laws.in 192 0 and thereafter. 

1. For example, annual index numbers of California fra it prices dropped 

from a high of 221 (average price for July, 1910 to June, 1 915 = 100 ) 

in 1920 to 111 in 1923, recovered somewhat tc(141 in 1925 and 147 in 1927. 

The index nunbers again dropped to 118 in 1928, 104 in 1930, a nd 62 

in 1932. See H. J. Stover, Annual Index Numbers of Farm Pric es, Calif-

ornia, 1910 - 1933, Agricultural Experiment Station, Bull etin 569, 

College of Agriculture, University of California, Berkel ey, Calif., 

1934, p. 26. 

reported 
The Census d*4m, in Contrast, -ahwr a much greater rate of dec line both in the 

aggregate acreage and the number of farms in the period 19 20 - 1930. The 

decresy se of the acreage was from 361,276 acres in 1920 to 191,427 acres 

in 1930, or 88.7 per cent, while that of the number of farms wa s from 5,152 in 1 

1920 to 3,956 in 1930. The difference between these two s ouro«s ia revealing 

/ 

in pointing out the effect of the anti-Japanese legislation . It is believed 

illegal tenure vrfcfelirWJircumvention and evasion was c ommon in many localities, 

but such a fact was obviously concealed from the Census inter viewer. In 

these cases, the Japanese farmer generally reported hims elf as foreman or 

hired laborer. The Japanese data were, on the other hand, c ompiled from 

reports of various/̂ Japanese Associations and Japanese Ag ricultural Asso-

ciations, which, were in closer touch with the situation, and in 
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more oases could give the true status of the farmer. It is s ignificant that 

with respect to the acreage under Japanese managership, w hich was within 

the law, there is little discrepancy between the two sources , the Census 

reporting 90,587 aores for 1930 and the Japanese reporting 104,560 for 

1929. Howayer-. ao rogardo the Q»cre&ge uiidbi -3,n«ge m d ow ncirnh**v/yrhioh, 

Ly denied to -alion Japanese,  fluiuuli  grontar dioorepmigyotj ¡fee ahewinVbliw  -fiwg 

^ ^ (̂  j^^reportia^ 26,152 acreas under ownership and 74, 688 acreas under lease for 

1930 and the Japanese source reporting 57,028 acres and 166, 762 acres, res-
A 

Defectively, 

üMr j d L j i M U i Z o 

In the period 1930 - 1940 the Japanese, too, 

pa»% of the national financial and aggioulburaft crises. Th e priced of fruits 

and truck crops reached the lowest level since 1910* and ha d not recovered 

1. See p. , footnote 

J T 

SlilTItileiilly by 1940. Failures  and  foreclosures of fafltok were not uncommon. 

Asso 

The Japanese authority, hwwever, claimed that the Japane se pParmel's» 

ore favora morb"  favorably during the depression years  thai)  the Caucasian  ̂armors.  It 

year 
reported the decline of aggregate Japanese acreage during t he tenAperiod 

- V 

as approximately 96,000 acreas fcnd that of acfeage under ow nership as about 

15,000 aores. If this statement is accepted, it would mean that trajretrenchment 
¿ J Wr'CC h* St̂ i 

in the late twenties and the coming age of the Nisei contribut ed greatly 
'A 

to the sfrabiMly- of  t •fey-of Japanese farming in the trying years. The--ttŝ ê fL_i!amily 

members On the farms was erfcensiveiy p-rac.tiaed among th e-J«pfmeseby~194-Q, 

the "Census  showing that therefore 3,054 unpaid farm TUmily  1 win huh  S in 
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to sTsdT^u^i operators. If thousands of children who on fa rms 

after school hours are addedT^t^tMs labor'force, the tre mendous contribution 

by the Nisei can easil^be visualized. In many casesT^afl̂ ill be seen later, 

it wac not unusual to havo more-

Contrary to the Japanese data, the Census reported for the corresponding 

period^net gainja of 34,667 acres in the total acreage, 4 0,891 acres in the 

¿H</  pdrf- QYtnVslttf 

ownership acreage, and 1,179 in the number of farms. Signif icantly, however, 
/. Apdr? U T̂TS OWr><Z<f cJ ic/ - thd r- <ts/ s's rdî **/ -

~ aJ ÔC 
the two sources are approximately in agreement ftp rngaiiri a Win total acreage 

for 1940, the Japanese source estimating it to be some 230, 000 aores and 

the Census reporting 226,094 aores. Contradictory, yet mor e revealing, 

are the Census data with respect to ner changes during 1930 - 1940 in the 

number and the acreage of farms udder various tenure. Ae  i  w&Hids^arms 

operated by Japanese manafeerŝ -the number decreased fro m 1,816 to 249, or 

a loss of 1,567, and the acreage decreased from 90,587 to 18 ,798, or a loss 

of 71,789 aores. rms leased by Japanese, the number increased 

cuuJ L-
-  -- • -. :>-  l  •  :  W I S P I H B B B f l W I B S H H 

from 1,580 to 3,596, or a gain of 2,016, nad the aeroago incr eased ̂frcan 

a***� 

74,688 to 140,253, or a gain of 65,565 acres. Such incredibl e changes could 

only be explained in tercryof the alien land restrictions . I t has been noted 

that the laws were a major factor for the underoounting by tho Ceimu^ef 
,  U x u ; •• v;;': 

Japanese farm holdings^ In the thirties, however, iaope and more Nisei, who 

were citizens by biith, reaohed their majority and oould op erate farms without-

laJ Ulj* ttdt. 
legal obstacles i.mi i|i wJ7»«fl pnrffntT, Thus by 1940 most 

li  7 

odi  uuuiveiiled or ovadod forms of 'Xx:enanoy^yy-1 ago 1 igod by the transfer^wP"" 

xHjlo Ĵ  <J L3b<ĵ > 
such farmo in tko Nisei 1» name, and no longer was the coàcealment̂ of true 

status necessary. 

�Hi  
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The majority of Japanese farm operators in 1940  ̂ica«  still tenants  • 

In California, of 5,135 Japanese-operated farms 3,596, o r 70.0 per cent, 

were under cash and share leases, covering 140,253 acre s, or 62.0 per cent 

^ L j f r ^ ' 

of the total Japanese acreage^ Tnb^^apanoce ratfrtt is in ̂  sharp contrast to 

the over a Horatio; the percentage of the number of farms u nder similar leases 

to the number of all farms in California was only 19.1 p r̂ cent in 1940. 

That is, three out of four Japanese farms were leased, while only one out of 

five California farms was leased. 

The extent of farm operation under Japanese ownership was st ill ^^Ll. 

Some 997 farms on 36,770 aofes were owned, and 293 farms on 30 ,273 acres were 

partly owned. Full ownership represented 19.4 per cent and 16.3 per cent, 
respectively, of the total number and the total Japanooo aor eagyjin the State, 

while part-ownership represented 5.7 per cent and 13.4 per o ent. Included 

among the latter were the more successful, large scale ope rators. 

The geographical distribution of these farms within the St ate again 

followed thè population pattern. There were 1,523 Japanes e-operated fnrms 

2 ?. 7 
in Los Angeles County, constituting per oent of the total,I indicating 

èl~*0*T - Mrze 
that one out of  fiorar  farms in California was located in the County. 

•wens fülluweil l»,y Sacramento and Fresono Counties, the f ormer with 416 farms, 

F,  / tfo 
or -6=fS-per cent, and the latter with 412, or per cent. Sant a Clara, 

UjJ LhJ W /v̂ 4üt 

Orange, and San Joaquin Counties fullwwd llicin in the ord er. In the part of 

the State south of the Tehachapî  Wm: Japanese farms n umbered 2,200, or 

Äff"  per oent of the total. It is important to remaber that the di stribttion 

coincided with the areas where intensive farming prosper ed. 

awiiiiijii) " --------------
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There had been̂ southarard shiftfe in the relative distrib ution of these 

farms since the early days. Before 1910 most of the Japane se agricultural 

activitii&«-was located in San Joaquin and Sacramento Va lleys, and the 

/ 

acreage of the Japanese-operated farms in the southern pa rt of the State 

1 
could not have exceeded some 11 per oent of the total acreage . The Japanoce 

1. Japanese Association of America, Zaibei Nippon-jin Shi , op. cit., pp. 170 

172. It presumably included Ventura and Santa Barbara Coun ties besides 

the six t Countiôs usually referred to as southern Californ ia. 

^farming in the southern part expanded rapidly in subsequen t yearw, and gained 

greater importance. In 1918 the number of Japanese-operate d farms î lthe 

section constitiipd some 37.7 per cent of the total number  of Japanese farms 

— -t/u 
tho  aijeatô  t .is.  tho aSJbato, and t̂hose  in^Sacramento.  and San Joaquin Valleys decreased in 

number. In the Nineteen twenties the growing of vegetables i n the south 

2. Ibid. 

expanded further, and the development of farming iî Impe rial and Coachella 

Valleys was particularly noteworthy. In the northern part , however, decrease 

in the acreage of sugar beets and rice -gyowing was conspicu ous. It was estimated 

that during the period 1923 - 1929 the acreage in the southern  pa*  t of the 

State increased by approximately 22,000 acrea and thyj in t he northern part 

3 
dflfiransftd by approximately 20,000 acres. The Census fo r 1940 reported 

3. Ibid., p. 196. 

CAM  ̂
that 44.5 per cent of Japanese iarms were located in south ern California in-
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oluding Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties. 

Farms operated by the Japanese were always maoh smaller than non-

(Wlf- �' 

Japanese farms in California. In 1940 the averageA r̂ Japan ese farms was 

44 acres, while ¿the average of all farms was 230 acres, i. e. , the former 

averagea^nly one-fifth of the latter. It is, of oourse, t o be understood 

that the sixe of f?rms dovoted'A:e intensive farmingAis s maller thatt.that 
- ^ ^ ¿ t e ^ y « c ^ t j j . 

of general farming, aaä̂ t- a^^rlflxy^q  r ao la rgo  a^ording  ffio  -epopa r̂aiced» 

The great majority of 1 the tracts devoted to strawberry growing, for instanoe, 

was from five to twenty aores ..^tuok^^raen's in Los Angele s Counties varied 

in ojge anywhere from ten aores to sixty or sesrenty a crea. Phe farms devoted 

Jbo thn  ferrrwinc  ftf  potntofw, lettuce, beanrA  asparagus,  fl-nd  suoh orope-were 

usually larger, running from 50 to 150 acres, aörer̂ ruit or chards we*e also 

qJ £ vaî fag sixe, some of them 100 aores ar more. There were, i n addition, 

regional variations,in oixe. In the irrigated desert reg ion, embracing-0L. 

Inî rial and Coaohella Valleys, the average was reported to be 50.0 ewoes, 

and in the southern ooastal region, «ar̂ A Santa Maria ire Hie nui Ih-aa^JSan 

Diego t̂o tho ooutli, it was 28.5 acres. IxyySacramento and San Joaquin Valleys 

1. U. S. Army, Wartime Civil Control Administration, "Fin al Report of Farm 

Security Administration, for  Period,.  March 15, 1S42 to May 31, 1942," 

(Mimeogra phed), Table 4. 

Japanese farms averaged 40.0 acres. 

Farms owned by the Japanese were likewise small. With a J few exceptions, 

these purchases had been made "in comparatively small tra cts by men  "v. who had 

successfully climbed up the agricultural ladder from t he ranks of common 
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laborers and tenants• They "had oome to this country with li ttle or no 

capital." They had been "assisted in making their purohase s by the ex-

tension of liberr1 credit."^ A survey of 44 farms made by th e Immigration 

Commission in or about 1909 revealed the following valuati on. These fiarms 

embraoed 1,849 aoreas. 

Pour were worth f500 but less than #1,000, four, $1,000 b ut less than 

$1,500, eight, $1,500 but less than |2v500<? fourteen, $2,5 ob bpt less 

than $5,000, five, f5,000 but less than $10,000, seven, $ 10,000 but 

less than $25,000, and two more than $25,000. 2 

1. U. S. Immigration Commission, Reports, vol. 23, p. 85. 

2. Ibid. 

Few data are available on the average size of the Japanese- owned farms,and 

the accuracy of those available-da-bat are questionable. The County Assessor•'ŝ  

reports jin 1912, for instance, reported data that would  make the average size 

of those farms included as 38.5 acres. 3 The report by the Japanese Association 

3. Fourteenth Biennial Report of the California Labor Commi ssioner, p. 633. 

Cited in Millis, The Japanese Problem in the United Stat es, op. cit.,p.l32. 

of America for 1918 indicates that the average for the year was 57.5 acres 

4.. Japanese Association of America, Zaibei Nippon-gin ̂ hi,op. cit., pp. 174 

175. 

W B B S S Ê B K B t S W S t t i l � � � � � � � � � 1 H i 
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A comparison of these two averageygives further evidence t o the trend of 

agricultural expansion,!already noted, during and after dt&a World War I. 

In 1940, however, the average size of  -fek»  Japanese-owned farms, according to 

the Cans us, was 36*9 acres, indicating  IrrtyrYftn ing  ynnro the trend 

^  pfisi (LA dUU. 

of retrenchment and the/̂ Leggl obstacle against the expan sion of farm property^ 

tJ U, ¡ ^ X l ^ M ^  ̂

table based/on  Cfee! The vfollowing table based,  /on tfeelect«#  samples from the WRA survey 

the distribution by size of Japanese-owned farms in Califo rnia in 1942s 
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It shows that about two out three farms owned by the Japan ese were 29 acres 
i i'� ¡1 if 

or less, and almost all farms were 100 acres or less in sise. W itt), ¿ospoofe 

-fce^he^acreage of these farms, those owne^49 acres or les s and those 

50 acres or more. An anamination of these two percentage dis tributions together 

conveys a situation where most of the ¿Japanese owned smal l tracts^ and a few of 

them owned very large tracts, probably running into hund reds of acres per 

property. 

The importance of Japanese to California agriculture wasi founded on 

GJ cfs 

their specialization in certain crops of intensive farmin g. The position 

of their farming in the total picture *as moagor and insignif icant. In 1940 

the Japanese operated only 3.9 per cent and0.7 per cent, res pectively, of 'mm 
the number and the acreage of all farms in Che State. Thn- fr  -ipnrin1i .I ittionj 

fcotfeVer, «a&ejíheir position in the pròduction of commer̂ c/il tr uck crops^*^^ 

significant and indispensable,- in some instances virt ual monoplolies  J\  In 

1941 they operated 205,989 acres for the growing of commerc ial truck crops, 

constituting some 40 per cent of the aggregate State acreage devoted to the 

same purpose. The value of these Japanese grown crops was est imated to be 

between 130,000,000 and $35,000,000, about one-third of t he value of all 

commercial truck crops produced in the State. Their import ance in the 

1. Report of !Aòy4 HswFèsher. Printed in U. S # Congress, House, Select 

Committee Investigating National Defense Migration, part 31, p. 11815. 

It is stated therein that alifornia produced more than 25 p er cent of 

Nation*s total of truck crops. 

various truck crops in 1941 is shown in-the following table : 
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ci>-
Thus in 1942 the Japanese produced almost all of snap beans for marketing, 

pepper«, and strawberries produced in State, and the majo rity of^garlic, spinach, 

snap beans for 

canning, cauliflower, oelery, cucumbers, and tomatoes* 

Tkove liutl bêeii öüuie uhif4s iaoíhe concentration of the J apanese in 

certain products^ The decrease of Japanese participation in theygruwlng of 

rice and sugar beets has already been mentioned. T4ie Jap miosfe/̂ creage 

¡^the growing of asparagus, onions, and grapes declined sim ilarly since 1918 

in relation to the State acreage of respective crops. Tfee i ncreaseof Japanese acreage  fl^proportioii  og the State aoreage'N ôr the growing of beans and peas 

is noteworthy, while strawberries had always been a Japanes e grown crop. 

compos it. fcftB->o£. 

/ 
year] As more Japanese entered enti^preneual positions in agric ulture, 

S 2 B 

the domirtece in the supply was lost. As early as 1929 the r̂t ttaber of Japanese 

1 k ^ C r  3,000, an4 thai seasonal workers diminished to approximately that of regular farm 

hands to approximaWy 70,000.1 Thye were generally employe d by Japanese 

farmers, who by this tim<K£ound it necessary io supplementS tfie gap in labor 

J -  \ 
I1 supply by the employment of dabifî ers of other races, most oommotfly Bilipinos 

Y \ 
and Mexicans.- By 1940 most of JapaneHa had disappered from t he pool̂ of 

\  % 
migratory laborers and members of families sad begun to mee t labor needsY 
— - / - \ - - -

of farms. The use of non-Japanese laborers had bS^ome pr evalent; in many 

California localities the Filipinos or'the Mexioans ass umed dominance over 

X 
1. Japanese Association of America, Zaibei  Nippon- Jin  Shi, op.^it., p. 197. 

farm /labor market, once held by the Japanese. It tras common that Japs^ese 

/ \ 

RMMKRNIVMMiil̂^̂BÎI 
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Those in sohool workerd after school hours and on week ends . One person 

was excepted from farm duties to take oare of household ta sks and cooking. 

Usually it would be the mother or a daughter^For many Nisei th e farm duty 

was a souroe of frustration. 

During the summer vacation I had to go out in the field to ora te the 

melons and help irrigate. Beoasue of my dull life on the far m I often 

wished that I eould get away from it. I would get so bored that I 

would be very happy when fall oame around so that I oould s tart school 

again. 

1. Case History No. 54« 

"Most of the Nisei from rural community went through high  sohool and 

then they went to work on their father's farm after gradua tion. This was 

the aooepted thing to do." 6 

2. Case History No. 27. 

The Nisei seem to automatically accept the farm life after g raduating 

from high sohool and they didn't rebel too much against it . But at 

the time I got out of high sohool there was a depression and  the sons were 

needed at home to work on the farms. . . . I wax fed up with the fa rm 

and I wanted to esoape it desperately but I didn't know how. . .  . Many 

Nisei in our community, however, took agriculture up very s eriously . . . 

The greatest prewtige was attached to those who were conside red the 
« 

hardest workers and the best farmers. 

3. Case Hisotyy No. 62. 



S f . C ' x 

It was the general practice for pons and  dauglilurir of  farmers/lto 

help-our the flarm as soon as they were old enough and had e nough to strength 
^ required. 

to do the large amount of lifting and ĉ iryinfe tĥ at is it tmxx;. I 

spent summer vacations picking strawberries wJJk-our Mex ican hired hands. 

When I entered high school, I tas expected to forego afte r-school activities 

and cone right home, immediately change into my overalls a nd help in 

whatever work that was then in progress, be it irrigating, b unching vege-

tables, weeding, thinning, or picking beanŝ  During tomato harvest/especially, 
CMP A * 

since it was our largest single proauoji during the year, we torked until late 

»jijugMv, y>rr mAiiru44nor a Iao I* fsrt Kftvaa nnf41 1 at night, soi&ng ?packing, pounding cleats on  boxes,  until the haulmoa-came 
Zf* Am *CC -

to t«tkefthat  day 1 s/pesuits* to  the  market.  ̂ From this I took time off to feed 

the chickens and prepare the evening meal~ 

J x Ca- Ĉ A/os /sT/  v 
4 
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It was not unusual to have more than ten members of a family w orking on a 

farm* The Census ¿or 1940 reported 3,954 unpaid 3,954 unpa id family farm 

laborers among the Japanese in California* If thousands of s ohool going 

youngsters were added to this foroe, the oontribttion of Ni sei to their parents' 

enterprises was tremendous* 

During busy seasons» and whenever help was needed, farm ha nds, usually 

Ifexioans and Fillipinos, sometimes Japanese, were hir ed. In some inst̂ ndes, 

one or two hired helpers worked all year fioound. Frequently pref erence for 

Filipinos or Mexioans over Japanese farm hands was expres sed* 

C ^ a A §L 
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T^wa^gga—bijU^d bv fami Ir umilili  ui §  aafl a giTOpr 

Japanese agriculture in Washington was a small fraction, b oth in 

extensiveness and value,X®£ t*at of California, although i t ranked next. 

It developed from annuoleus of laborers employed on farms ne ar Taooma (Pierce 

County) and Seattle (King County). The first lease of land is said to have 

Veen made in this area in 1892. Until the turn o^ysentury onlĵ handful of 

Japanese were found in agricultural pursuits. Soon the ao arcity of attractive 

jobs and the hardsthips of strenuous physical work on railro ads and  in'  lumber 

"ht g- rov 
cx<L-

mills &rovo the Japanese to seek agricultural jobs in gre ater number .̂ In 

1909 some 3,000 were occupied in agriculture, concentrated in the two Counties 

Some 200 Japanese were employed as seasonal workers in the sugar beet fields 

in the easter part of the State, and some others in vegetabl e farms in 

Takima Valley.* 

In Washington the Japanese found the expansion of their f oothold in 

agriculture¿much more difficult. Unlike California where the Japanese filled 

the vaouum in?the labor supply created by the expansion o f intensive farming 

and the d-iaapporanoo of Chinese laborers from farms, ther e wars no ready made 

J üLyyJ LA� 

labor demands  ft*-  apprqfî lble nwî Dors. There had also been an insurmounta ble 

legal obstacle to  Ä« possible progress inasmuch the State Constitution had 
i 

always prohibited aliens from the ownership real propert y. The Census for 

1.  U. S. Immigration Commission, Reports,vol. 23, pp. 69 - 70. 

1910 reported 316 farms with a total acreage of 9,412 acre s, 2 almosb all being-

2. Census Bulletin 127, p. 44. Cited in Millis, op. cit., p. 89 
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under oash lease. Their farm holdings expanded in the boomi ng- years during 

1. Millis, op. cit., p. 89, footnote. 

and immediately ̂ Stor^thojforld War I, and increased in 1 920  ,  ac^c^ding to 

the Census, to 699 farms and 25,340 acres. Again almost al l ed t̂hese farms 

were under lease, and those under Japanese ownership numb ered onl^7. In 

the nineteen twenties, due.greatly to the enforcement of the more stringent 

1 
alien land law passed in 1921, their holdings decreased appr eciably. I_ 

L -  -t&ojju* 

L 1930 there were 523 f a m s r ^ T ^ T * * 1 2 ' 6 3 2 ao res ' Fann tenure 
� 

was, however, more diversified than before; the portion of t he farms under 

tenanoy declined to 46.7 per cent, xvhile those under Jap anese managership 

vastly increased to consititute 34.4 per cent of the tota l number of Japanese-

operated farms in the State. Those under ownership also in creased to oouipiloo 

16.6 per oent of the total. In the thirties, tftfffin Calif-

ornia, y ^ i j ^ y / ¿ f f f a f f i f a i ^ a reversal of this trend took place; an 

and the 
increase in  leases/| a  decrease in managership. In 1940/jjapanese operated 

706 farms and 20,326 acres. Of them only 10 faf-ms with 363 ac res, or 1.4 per 

cent airl 1.8 per cent of their respective totals, were unde r managership, 

while 511 farms with 12,611, or 72.4 per cent and 62.0 per oe nt, were under 

z 
tenancy. Japanese-owned farms increased to 123 with a tota l acreage of 

4,937 acres. 

both Japanese and non-Jac^neee combined ^ the total number o f farms in 

Washington in 1940 was 17*7 per oent. (Aftpir-PoliL r  op. cit., p. 13.) 

both Japanese and non-Jac^neee combined ^ the total number o f farms in 

Washington in 1940 was 17*7 per oent. (Aftpir-PoliL r  op. cit., p. 13.) 
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Almost all of these farms were located in King, Pierce, Kitsa p, and 
/ 

Yakima Counties, the overwhelming majority/jin White River Valley (King and 

Pieroe Counties.) Their size was very small, averaging on ly 29 acres compared 

an average of 186 acres for all farms in Washington. The avera ge size of 

farms under ownership was 40.1 acres. According to the sele cted samples 

obtained by WRA (See Table ) almost 90 per cent  of  AJapanese-owned farms 

were 29 aores or less in size, representing, however, a lit tle more than 

& half of the total ownership aoreage. VS&-would indicate  thqt a few Japanese 

appreciable 
possessed land of size. 

As in California the number and the aoreage of Japanese-he ld farms 

were insignificant and meager as compared with those of all f arms in Washing-

ton; it oonsituted less than one per oent of the number and A?little more 

than one-tenth of one per oent in tS^ aoreage. Due to their sp eei<Lization 

in oommeroial truok orops ; their contribution to Washington agriculture was 

considerable It was estimated that they jtfred«eed over $ 4,000,000 worth of 

produce annually.* Their concentration in oertain crops i s described as follows 

1. The estimate by the Japanese-American Citizens' League, Seattle. U. S # 

Congress, House, Select Committee Investigating National Defense Migration, 

Fourth Interim Report, p. 131. 

Aooording to the Agricultural Marketing Servfcoe, they op erated 56 pBfc-

oent of the aoreage devoted to truok orops in King County and 39 

peroent of the aoreage in Pieroe County. In Kjng County they p roduced 

m t t i M U m M i / M t M / M l W / M t 90 peroent of the beets 

and carrots, SO percent of the asparagus, cauliflower, oni ons, and 

late peas, and over 50 peroent of the cabbage, celery, lettu oe, 

spinach, strawberries, snap beans, and ououmbers. In Pie roe County 
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they produced 90 percent of all thefearly cabbage, carrot s, celery, 

lettufle, green peas, and beans. . . . In the Yakima Valley  the Japanese 

were reported by the Japanese-American Citizens 1 League to have pro-

duced, during 1941, 15,000 to 20,000 tons of tomatoes, 16 ,000 tons of 

onions, 90,000 orates of lettuce, 3,000 tons of oarrots, 22 5,000 orates of 

oantaloups, 60,000 tons of watermelons, and considerabl e quantities of 

peas, beans, and retabagas.̂  

1. Ibid., pp. 131-132/ 

Japanese agriculture in Oregon was very muoh similar to that in Washing-

ton, although much smaller locale. In the nineteen hundr eds a movement from 

railraad labor to employment on farms «as also oonspiouous in Oregon. In 1909 

the Japanese farm laborers were found on truck and berry farm s near Portland 

(Multnomah County), on berry farms and fruit orchards near H ood River, and 

on truck gardens and in hopyards near Salem. These workers nu mbered less 

2 

than 1,000, and worked mostly for Japanese farmers, the Ja panese*heId farms, 

acoording to theCensus for 1910, numbered 83, embracing 4 ,608 acres. About 

three out of four of these farms were under lease, and about o ne out of five 
2. U. . Immigration Commission, Reports, yol. 23, p. 68. 

was owned by the Japanese. In the next ten years their foot hold expanded 

rapidly, and the total acreage almost doubled. Ifrĝ liSD gfŜ f" 'Japanese-owned 

farms also inoreased grafctly to number 61. During the next f ew year before 

1923, when the Oregon alien land lair was passed, there w as a great rush to 

acquire farms. "They were forced to pay the high prioes of 1920 and eairly 

1921 j"  and within several years after the purohase "many of them ar e reported 

to be in financial diffioulty." u The Census data reveal very little change 

3. Hears, op. oit., p. 259. 
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in the Japanese farm holdings during the period 1920 - 1930, In 1930 there 

there 264 farms with a total acreage of 8,001 acres. Of t hese 76, or 28.7 

per cent,were owned by  tiia-  Japanese« ̂ Those under lease numbered 163 farms, 

embraoing 4,956 aores. In the nineteen thirties a general ex pansion of 

farm land is noted, although there was little inosease in th e number of farms 

operated by them. The total acreage in 1940 amounted to 11,6 45,for 277 farms, 

and 3,249 aores for 77 farms under ownership. 1 The acreage of the farms under 

1. The total acreage of Japanese-owned farms in Oregon for 1930 is not available* 

However, the combined aoreaga for both wholly oifrnedrand partly owned farms 

^as 2,257 aores* 

lease also increased to 7,016, although the number increas ed by one to 77* 

I 

cyzr: B y J -̂ Ŵ ŜB 
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Ac - gm AO s OF Â- ĤS o &Y J A P i Q ^ ^  ̂
> 

S T T&/VURK C^̂ CpaJ  

/ f / ö � / 

y 

¡ H ! 

1 / 

/ 

T&joa Ĵ X 
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The great majority  ofi  Japanese farms were looated in Multnomah County or 

its adjoining Counties, the oity of Portland at their hub. Their sire 

averaged 42 aores as compared with an average of 291 acres  for all farms In 

the State. The Japanese-owned farms also averaged 42 a ores. 

i P 

Japanese farming was % negligible factor in the agricultu re of Oregon; 

it represented less than a half of one per cent of the total n umber and less 

than one-tenth of one per cent in the total acreage of all  farms,  in the  0  Lale 

-fciko in other Paoifio Coast 8tates, their farming was co ncentrated in tho- An 

greietegzsaf-oertain orops. It was reported that in 1941 m ore thaiŷ majority of 

- « f c for fresh market suoh as brussel sprouts, broccoli, ca uliflower, lettuce, 

green peas, spinaoh, and celery were grown by the Japanes e. 

M i / i t H M & W M M / M m i W M / i M m M m M M « was «I.» ..tiaatad 

that they raised in 1941 wapproximately #2,711,836 worth of produce of which 

about 85 percent was shipped out of the State, the remaind er sold for looal 

consumption." 

1. U. S. Congress, House, Select Committee Investigat ing National Defense 

F 
Migration, ourth Interim Report, pp.135 - 138. 
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It is extremely diffioult to determine the net earnings o f Japanese 

farmers in reoent years. Often many estimates were made ba sed on data on 

the value of crops grown by the Japanese. Ichihashi, howeve r, questions 

the reliability ef such estimates. 

Hfooh has been written on this subjeot, aooompanied by stri king graphs 

which tend to exaggerate the financial success of Japanese f armers • i • 

A statement suoh as • • • "the Japanese produced . • • $58,213 ,000 in 

1931, and • . • $45,000,000 in 1925," has been accepted by readers to 

mean that the Japanese producers have enjoyed the ful̂ benef it of these 

stafctlingly large sums of money, with consequent alarm, envy, jealousy, 

and what not. . . . By /such/ a oarelews expression, i. e., wit hout 

proper and neoessary qualifications of his  figures  ,^he author/ sup-

ports the current popular misconception of Japanese farm ing. It 5> 

/Ts not/ suggested that an accurate measure of the share s in these values 

going to the landlords and the Japanese tenants is possible ; in fact, 

suoh measurements are exceedingly difficult, if not imposs ible, to 

obtain, ind it is for this reason that the orwnfct write r retrains from 

making amy attempt to do so. But if one undertakes to write a bout these 

values, it is incumbent on him to make their meaning dear, e specially in 

in view of prevailing misconceptions} one may point out fact s relating 

to the naturé of Japanese farming, • . The Japanese cultivat édus 

304,966 acres in 1925, and the value of the crops raised on the land thus 

controlled was #45,000,000, or $147.55 per aore on the avera ge. But 

of the total aoreage 189,671 or 62.7 per cent was cultiva ted under 

contract and share tenancy; this part of oultitfatèon wi ll absorb some-

thing like $28,215,000 of the $45,000,000; and if tenancy is ealoulated 

on the basis of 50-50, then one-half of the value will aoor ue to the 

landlord or something like $14,107,500. Thus even if we as sume oash 

tenanoy and ownership to mean what the terms strictly oonno te, this sum 

of $14,107,500 muet be dedouted at once from the total sum o f $45,000,000, 

leaving a balanoe of $50,892,500 to the Japanese farmers . On suoh 

calculations, the exaggeration suggested by $45,000,00 0 is by something 

like 31.3 per cent. The writer feels confident that if more  accurate 

statistics were available, the situation would be much le ss favorable to 

the Japanese. 

1. Ichihashi, op. cit., pp. 200 - 201. 



-

our 

Iehihashi furVhtr Turpi  ftintr  that la naay caafoa the expenditures of these 

farmers had been muoh nigher than ordinar.tly  expeoted,  d m owaoa praefaioec 

- ill Miiaiiulilg their famnimgw That the Japanese usually  paid higher rents to 

landlords has already been noted* Commission merchants or shipping 

corporations 

who advanced money to the Japanese were without questidn the better bar-

gainers of the two, simply because of their superior bus iness knowledge, 

and the Japanese paid to /them/ high interest charges both direotly 

and indirectly, often falling to get the current market pr ides for their 

crops when suoh crops were mortgaged* The merchants, be t hey Japanese 

or American, who advanced them provisions, did so at price s from 10 to 

20 per oent higher than the current market prioes, Finally, the tenants 

had to pay their hired help higher wages because they were n ot to be 

paid  tontil  the entire work was completed* All these extra charges tended 

to push down the tenants' profit* * 

1* Ibid*, p* 182* 

An early survey of the earnings of the Japanese farmers was m ade by 

the Immigration Commission* Of 647 samples, 

432 reported that they had made a surplus over living expen ses during 

the preceding year. Of the other 215, 114 were involved in a deficit 

while 101 reported that they had neither surplus nor defi cit* The 

average amount of surplus realized was $579*88; of defio it, $561,02. 

Some of the gains wore very large. Those of 31 of the 432 wer e less than 

$100; of 92, $100 but less than $250; of 146, $250 but less than $500; 

of 114\ $500 but less than $1,000; of 35, $1,000 but less t han $2,500; 

of 14, $2,500 or over. Some 6f the defioits also were large. T hose 

of 5 of the 414 were less than $100j of 27, $100 but less than  $250; of 

37, $250 but less than $500; of 23, $500 but less than $1 ,000} of 20, 

$1,000 but less than $2,500; of 2, $2,500 or over* These fig ures must 

not be taken too literally, however, for the amount of surplu s and 

defioit, espoeially in farming, is dlffioult to estimat e. Moreover, and 



HHHPHHH 

- 50 -

more Important, no allowanoe is made for investmants in dev eloping 

strawberry jabches and asparagus and other crops which req uire two seasons 

before tï» plants begin t© yield a renunerative harvest. The failure 

of the figures to make allowance for such cases greatly exag gerates the 

number silo sustained deficits and increases the amount o f deficits re-

1 
ported• 

A recent public ation r̂eported an estimate of the earnings a nd expenditures 

in California 
of Japanese farmers f̂or 1917, one of the boom years. The fol lowing table is w <Ss 

CO b̂tit̂  fi- c*  ̂ « 

presentod acomaliiBfrJ* information:̂  
per cent 

Ptfoductd by Japanese farmers for 1917 #5,000,000 100.6 

Number of Japanese farmers 8,000 0,00 

Rentals $15,750,000 25.0 

Blanting and Cultivation 22,000,000 40.0 

Harvesting and Paoking 11,000,000 20.0 

Subsistence 4,125,000 7.5 

Net Profit 4,125,000 7.5 

Average net profit % 516 

� 

2. Japanese Assoeiatio* ©f America, Zaibel Nippon-Jin  s hi,op. cit., p. 173. 

sy^oa^erc 
There were a few,who realized large profits and accumulated wealth, 

A 

The story of the rise of George Shima, perhaps the most succ essful of all 

Japanese farmers, is new well known. bê air 

^potato-piekas^pn â rsnsj], 
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In 1910 Shlaa cultivated 8,720 acres, 420 acres of whieh he ow ned and 

the remaining 8,300 acre8 he rented for cash» Potatoes were grown on 

Wit J X̂ocScrtfj 

5,420 acres of this land, hay on 2,800 aores, and onions on 50 0 aores. 1 By 

1. Iohihashi, op. oit., p. 183. 
0 

1920 his holdings emended to 6,000 aores under ownership a nd 7,000 aores under 

lease. Several times during his eareer he lost his entire fortune, but started 

all over again and rebuilt it. When he died in 1926, he wqs w ell to do. 

The more typioal experience of fi Japanese farmer in the Sto ckton area 

was desoribed by a Nisei in the following words: 



My old man went out to the islands in the Sacramento Delta wi th 
George Shima to start farming. ̂ftMiim later booame feho polu lo "king of 

My father, more or less, helped him to open the Delta isl ands to the 
Japanese farmers. They cleared the land there and planted p otatoes, 
celery and truck crops. For a while my old man drove tractors in that 
area. He was just working for Shima. 

1 tf xn j.yi6 ray father returned to Japan in order to find a wif e.̂ Iit; 

Felt»  ftffeia  a a, he. .foft̂ ne  -ŝ err~gwsĥ rl'*»̂  -pl&cfm&d. 
* * m**7'Thrrrn f nit  F i  ' IT j  INrn  s^We brought back my mother the next 

year. . . Dad kept working and- saving his money after he ret urned to 
America^ He bought about 20 acres of land in the Delta area .<«Ife 

The people who owned the land were Caucasian and our family wa s the 
only Japanese one who owned any land around there». 

- t h - - - - - - - - T . <r - � 
4b put̂  IN ¿L f  iTS'frd 1 B •  At tliat  t ime  most of the Japanese farmers 
were only planning to make a lot of money here and go back to Japan. 
I suppose my father had these ideas but he became more sett led here 
when my brother was born in 1918 and I came along two years la ter• 
When he purchased his little farm, it meant that he would  be in this 
country more or less permanently. 

In the years that followed my father grew all sorts of truck crops 

in the Delta area. He began to branch out and he did some fa rming on 
a share basis as he owned a lot of farm equipment. He would l ease 
large tracts of land from Caucasian corporations and they would split 
the profits 60$ for him and 40$ for the company. Most of^the la rger; 

C. property 
was owned by huge 'corporations like Lyons~ Ferry and Elkin iT £ large 
number of Portuguese owned land around there too and they di d their 
own farming. The corporation couldn't make the land pay unt il they 
started to lease to the Japanese farmers. The Japanese did al l of the 
work and they kicked back a percentage of the profit so that i t was a 
fair proposition for both sides. A lot of the Japanese farm ers leased 
lands from the b a n k s . . . . 

There were other Japanese farmers in that area who farmed ab out 
a hundred acres on a share-crop basis. Most of the farming aro und 
there was done In this way. The Japanese farmers all seem t o get along 
as they worked hard. They had to In order to support their l arge 
families. 

|1  Ẑbf Â 
was very profitable r o r ^ S i r o m ±y£ö 

farming 
oh. Höwe ve r, d  ur  in g the 

depression things slowed down a great deal. It was around 193 7 that 
my father went a little too far in his farming ventures an d he went 
broke. I don't know exactly how this happened but I think he b orrowed 
a lot of money from the bank and he could not pay it off because  the 
farm prices were so low that year. . . This slowed him down fo r a 
while and he had to go back to small scale farming on our own p roperty 
for a couple of years. Just before the war broke out, my fathe r start-
ed to farm big again and he had about tomatoes ready to 
harvest when we were sent c u ^ gvdc^^?^^ * 

X . C ^ L y /Vi. <Af7 
• • • • I 
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The development of «xvtfevr Japanese agricultural settlem ents at Livingston 

(about 50 miles southeast of Stockton) is  n a tale of tremendous struggle against 

hostile natural conditions, financial disaster,and year a fter year of disappoints 

merit, but a struggle maintained by stout hearts with indo mitable perseverance, 

until it ended . . . in complete viotory. It bogan as a spec ulative venture. 

« Japanese corporation bought some three thousand acres o f land that had been 

GjJ krtS/'y/* 

used for gonernT farming, and sold subdivisions to Japane se farmers on the 

installment plan. 

1. E. Manchester Boddy, Japanese in America, (private pub lication), 1921, 

p. 99. 

The soil was shifting sand, blown by desert winds that sucke d up and 

whirled away every vestige of moisture, its bare surface s corched by 

a fierce sun. Thrre was no shad, no water, no sanitation, no sc hool, 

no church. Theee was nothing to makelife worth living. In fa ct, life 

three was believed impossible. . • • 

Established in 1906, it faced disaster after disaster and  almost 

starved through five lean and hungry years before a profit  came. . . . 

The wind * . . swept away the soil they had loosened by cul tivation 

and dried up their young plants. Grasshoppers devoured wh at the wind 

left. Water for domestio purposes had to be oarried for tw o miles. ?hen, 

in 1909, the Japanese-Amerlean Bank in San Francisoo, w hich held second 

mortgages on their lands, closed its doors* 

The outlook was then the blackest the oolony had faoed. The m embers 

had no money in their houses. Families were without a nick el on hand. 

Through the long hard timss that followed there were many d ays when 

families could not buy bread. They got along only by littl e borrowings, 

and there were many instances when five oents carried an e ntire household 

for several days. 

But they hung on.  4  fa th»~darkofe* Aayt'̂ hey refused to think of 

living  up  5 ; * ̂SiM^BB^^^iu  >  riill^ri^«^^^ 

|b?.  ~pp% /0 0 — / 0/*' 
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In 1921 Japanese farmers at Livingston numbered forty-two , raising 

jĵ pr̂ oipallĵ grapes and peachesT One farmer reported tha t in 1920 he realized 

"|800 an acre from Malaga grapes» and an acre from Tokays. And this was 

on land whioh, when the Japanese farmer took it, was shif ting sand, blowing 

before the wind." 1 

1. Ibid. 

All the Japanese who had oome to Livingston oould not hung on , and  SOSB 

had to give up years of struggle. 

My father went to Livingston. He started his career as a far mer 

ih partnership with some other men on 120 aores. After five ye ars of 

partnership, he deoided to buy his own farm and get married. He got 

married in 1913, and bought 40 aorev #oa^4tsMtaMMW It took quite a 

bit of money to purchase new lands of unoultivared ground a nd in order 

to get plants, equipments, house and barns built, he had t o borrow 

some money from the Loan Association. He mortgaged his farm ^̂ gdsiiEBafiflaad-, 

JJ_ _ ,  1  _  ;  1  _ ' _  _  _ _  _  _  _  •  . He was only on th© now ~ 
farm a Yfry short time and the war broke~out. No crpp would b e expected 
for andrflier five, six  ye era  at least« In the meantime, strawberries, 
potatoes, etc* were planted to give something to eat and se ll« The main 
crop was to be grapes for almost all of it was vineyard and abou t 
3 acres of apricots« Just about the time, that the crops were ready to 
yield good sized crops, he passed away, 1922• In the meantim e, he 

J1 
borrowed more moft$y In order to eat In the meantime and e also bought 
more equipment and horses» ^o, mother was left with four you ng boys, * 
« • * and $iu,000 debt and 40 acres of land* For seven years m other 
struggled with the farm end tried to rear us at the same time . Finally 
in 1929 « • « • she had to give up the farmland 
w&ero we 
She didn't want to lose the farm for dad put so much work and m oney Into 
It« However, the mortgage company couldn't help us out an y more and 
since we couldn't pay the taxes or the water bills, we had to g ive It 
up and have It foreclosed« X ^ 

H H I  • 1 "l 1"!' I  • • 
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there were many times when we had nothing left in the house to e at and 
I still can remember very distinctly when mother would make broth like 
liquid out of rice and give it to us* had nothing but soft ri ce and 
water, and yet she would give it to us and when we asked her w hy she 
didn't eat, she replied that she wasn't hungry. Now, when I  think of 
it, it brings tears to my eyes for she refused to eat so that w e wouldn't 
starve, ^ometimes, our neighbors would bring us some canned foodstu ffs 
or a small bag of rice and then we would keep going for a lit tle more• 
Once, a mother pig with four young pigs came to our farm aniT f̂epE'dok 
a *22 rifle and shot one* feasted for bout two weekg on the'pi g 
which was the only meat we had for three months that year* We used 
to shoot .̂ ack rabbits and robings for food but they would a rnê only 
during the Reason and so we didn't have meat during off seas on ••̂ ŝ Uwtoi 

1. Fred Hoshiyama, "Autobiography, n (manuscript preparèd for this Study.) 

p/aiii /"• 
The story ©f a auffciessfnl farmer in Imperial Valley is tol d in the  m 

following words: 

- �- f - j � 

tf ;  t * f� 

. ftx i J T̂J -̂ sl / f w w ^ / /  /} — —*——- — î/  * j 

more 
Although he was generally regarded as one of the^suocessfu l farmers in 

! Imperial Valley, financial 

— .¿lift"  . 

more 
Although he was generally regarded as one of the^suocessfu l farmers in 

! Imperial Valley, financial 

— .¿lift"  . 
condition was not any better than many others.when- fiprm 

— v-  - s- Ĵ - /  - : ".-- •  ""  -•• •"-''•" '• • -  -

hodlings wsae neoessary awaiting evacuation. 

I I I �P - ( W - i - � i g�¡g 

hodlings wsae neoessary awaiting evacuation. 

I I I �P - ( W - i - � i g�¡g 

hodlings wsae neoessary awaiting evacuation. 

I I I �P - ( W - i - � i g�¡g 
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There were son* instances where Nisei could transform the  destitute 

condition of their parents* farming into more successful operations. 

My father had saved up a little money so he deoided to star t 

a farm of his own so that he oould raise his family in one pla ce. 

He moved the family up to Stookton where he leased a small fa rm but 

my parents had a very hard time and they oouldn't make a livi ng* They 

deoided to go back into farm labor work so that they moved around to 

different places for a number of years. They had gone from one plaoe te a 

another ever since then. 

moved to 
After some years this Japanese taê î rfarmiiig im. Keyes, California» 

then ̂ //ji to Livingston 

Dad moved the family to Turlock around 1920 and he had used th at plaoe 

as a sort of headquarters. My folks would go out from there and work 

at different plaoes. After they saved up some more money, da d went out 

and rented a 25 aore farm and raised melon. He wasn't able to ge t out 

of the hole on this farm so that he moved on to another farm to see if 

the soil wa* any bbetter. My mother helped dad on the far m and she 

oontinued doing that for years. Dad never was able to hit i t rioh during 

all the years that he worked even though he tried very hard* 

¿ y 

v 4 / A z f  7  X i  ̂ G 

/  u ¿ A ' 

Wt̂ m 



Mo Ting from one area to another, or one farm to another in an area, 

was common among the Japanese* The laok of oapital, overeage rness for quick 

success, and legal restrictions prevented them fromcao hieving in a great 

measure the stable status of farm operations under owners hip. Their tenure 

pattern of short-term leasing resulted in the insecurity of land oooupanoy 

and high tenant mobility. As seen in the above dooument, s ome Japanese readily 

relinquished unprofitable farms find sought better ones. In  other oases, the 

landlords substituted tenants for higher rents or other advantages. In some 

other oases, the tenants "skinned" the land and moved to ne wer tracts. In 

the oase cited below, the Japanese farmer achieved a secure s tatus by the 

purchase of a small tract. 

CH-37 

My parents arrived here in California i around 1900. They cam e 
out to join one of dad f s relatives in farming. My dad started farm-
ing on his own in Oceana,California, after he got here, 
y/ After a few years my pJ&e-iats moved to Barris, California , which 
is only a few miles from Arroyo Grande and they lived there r ight 
until the time of evacuation. My father started farming th ere and he 
was rather successful. He was one of the first Japanese far mers to go 
in for strawberry growing and that proved quite profitable . Later on 
he started to raise flower seeds. . . 

They made a good living. They had quite a tough time during  the 
period they were working In Hawaii. Being so poor, it was nat ural for 
them to be careful of the money they earned so that they were ab le to 
save quite a sum in the following years. My father built a  nice home 
near Arroyo Grande around 1922. He also raised vegetables fo r a couple 
of years and he had another small farm near Hallayon. They went into 
truck gardening there and this was quite profitable too. My  father 
bought a 22-acre farm there and it was put into my name. The ot her 
farm is in my brother ! s name. In comparison with other Japanese my 
dad was a very successful farmer and he didn't have a hard tim e ¿t all 
after he got started. Such things as the depression didn f t bother him 
very much. h ^ hard-times htad 
heeir passed trough when t h e y ^ i r ^ c ^ - t r ^ r f c a r W l ^ m ^ ^ 


