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CHAPTER I I  

Geogr aphi cal  Di s t r i but i o n. 
j  

The J apanese popul at i on I n t he Uni t ed St at es was concent r at ed 

i n a f ew l i mi t ed ar eas on t he P ac i f i c Coas t . I n 1940 t her e wer e 

126,947 per sons of  J apanese anc es t r y , nat i ve and f or ei gn- bor n, 

c ons t i t ut i ng l ess t han one- t ent h of  one per  cent  of  t he t o t al  

popul at i on. The bul k of  t hem, 112,353, or  88. 5 per  cent , wer e 

l i v i ng i n Cal i f o r n i a, Or egon and Washi ngt on- . Cal i f o r ni a had t he 

hi ghes t  number , 93,717 or  73. 8 per  cent  of  t he t o t al  J apanese i n 

t h i s c ount r y , compr i s i ng a mor e s i gni f i c ant  por t i on ( 1.36 per  cent ) 

i n t he St at e popul at i on of  6, 907, 387. Washi ngt on was next  wi t h 

14,565 J apanese ( 11. 5 per  cent  of  t o t al  J apanese i n U . S . ) , and 

t h i r d, Or egon wi t h 4, 071 ( 3. 2 per  c ent ) . I n t he ei ght  Mount ai n 

States- '-  8, 574 J apanese ( 6. 8 per  cent ) wer e s c at t er ed. 

F ur t her  concent r at i on was f ound wi t hi n t he t hr ee Pac i f i c 

Coast  St at es . I n Cal i f o r n i a, mor e t han a hal f  of  t he J apanese 

( 52. 1 per  cent  of  t ot al  J apanese I n t he St at e) l i ved i n Los 

1. Mont ana, Col or ado, I daho, Wyomi ng, New Mexi co, Ar i zona, 
Ut ah and Nevada. 
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Angel es , Sacr ament o and San F r anc i sco c ount i es . I n Los Angel es 

Count y al one, t her e wer e 36,866 ( 39,3 per  cent  of  St at e t o t a l ) , 

i . e . , al most  one out  of  t hr ee J apanese i n t hi s count r y ( 29. 0 par  

cent  of  U . S . t o t a l ) . The popul at i on i n Sacr ament o Count y was 

6.764 ( 7. 2 per  cent  of  St at e t o t al )5 and i n San F r anc i sco Count y, 

5,280 ( 5. 6 per  c ent ) . Ot her  ar eas of  concent r at i on wer e Al ameda 

Count y wi t h 5,167 ( 5. 5 per  c ent ) , F r esno Count y wi t h 4,527 ( 4. 8 

per  c en t ) , and San J oaqui n Count y wi t h 4, 484 ( 4. 8 per  c ent ) . 

I n t he ot her  t wo St at es , most  of  t he J apanese wer e l ocat ed 

i n t wo ar eas , ar ound Puget  Sound i n Washi ngt on, and Por t l and, 

Or egon. I n Ki ng Count y (check) t her e wer e 9, 863 J apanese ( 67.7 

per  cent  of  t he t o t al  i n Washi ngt on) , and i n P i er ce Count y 

2, 050 ( 14. 1 per  c ent ) . That  i s , mor e t han t hr ee out  of  f our  

J apanese i n Washi ngt on wer e f ound ar ound Puget  Sound. I n 

Mul t onomah Count y t her e wer e 2,390 J apanese ( 58. 7 per  cent  of  

t he .t ot al  i n Or egon) . 

I t  i s ev i dent  f r om t he above anal ys i s of  di s t r i but i on by 

Count y t hat  t he maj or i t y of  t he J apanese l i ved i n or  near  l ar ge 

c i t i es . The J apanese popul at i on i n t he maj or  c i t i es on t he 
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Pac i f i c Coast  f o r  1940 i s r epor t ed by t he Census as f o l l ows : 

Per  cent  of  Per  cent  of  
No. of  J apanese Ci t y Popu-  t o t al  J apa-

1 l at i on nese I n U . S . 

Los Angel es 23,321 1. 6 18.4 

San F r anc i sco 5, 280 0. 8 4. 2 

Sacr ament o 2,879 2. 7 2. 3 

Seat t l e 6, 975 1. 9 5. 5 

Por t l and 1,680 0. 6 1. 3 

Al t hough t he J apanese t hus cons t i t ut ed a smal l  por t i on of  t he 

c i t i es 1 popul at i on, t hei r  pr esence was conspi cuous mor e t han 

t he per cent ages woul d i ndi cat e because of  concent r at i on i n smal l  

ar eas wi t hi n t he met r opol i t an l i mi t s . I n Los Angel es , f or  ex-

ampl e, t her e wer e t hr ee maj or  r es i dent i a l  ar eas , v i z . , "L i t t l e 

T o k y o , " "Boyl e Hei ght s , " and "t he Sout hwest  Di s t r i c t . " "L i t t l e 

Tok y o ," t he mai n commer ci al  d i s t r i c t , was r oughl y bounded by 

Mai n St r eet , Al v i so St r eet , Second St r eet , and t he Los Angel es 

Ri v er . The appr oxi mat e boundar i es of  "Boyl e Hei ght s " wer e 

Boyl e Avenue, I ndi ana St r eet , F i r s t  St r eet , and F i f t h St r eet . 

"The Sout hwest  Di s t r i c t " usual l y r ef er r ed t o t he ar ea bounded by 

J ef f er s on Boul evar d, West er n Avenue, Expos i t i on Boul evar d, and 



Ver mont  Avenue. I t  was es t i mat ed t hat  each of  t hese t hr ee ar eas 

cont ai ned near l y 5, 000 J apanese I nhabi t ant s . I n San F r anc i s c o 

t he bul k of  t he J apanese wer e f ound i n a smal l  ar ea bounded by 

Oc t av i a, Cal i f o r n i a, E l l i s , and F i l l mor e St r eet s . I n Sacr ament o 

t he cor r espondi ng ar ea was l ocat ed appr oxi mat el y bet ween K and P 

St r eet s and Second and F i f t h St r eet s . The concent r at i on i n 

Seat t l e was f ound i n t he ar ea wi t h i t s axi s at  Twel f t h Avenue 

bet ween Y es l er  Way and J ackson St r eet . 

The t endency t owar d concent r at i on i n t hese f ew ar eas had 

been i n oper at i on over  sever al  decades . I n gener al , t her e wer e 

t wo maj or  t r ends i n t he popul at i on s hi f t s of  t he J apanese, (1) 

s t eady movement s t o Los Angel es and sur r oundi ng ar easbot h f r om 

ot her  St at es and f r om nor t her n par t s of  t he St at e, and (2) f r om 

r ur al  t o ur ban ar eas . The peak year s f or  t hi s mi gr at i on wer e 

1920- 1930. 

The J apanese- popul at i on had been s h i f t i ng s t eadi l y i nt o 

Cal i f o r n i a . I n 1910 t he J apanese i n Cal i f o r ni a number ed 41, 356, 

c ons t i t ut i ng 57. 3 per  cent  of  t he t o t al  J apanese i n cont i nent al  
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Uni t ed St at es . I n 1920 t he number  i ncr eased t o 71, 952 or  64. 8 

per  cent ; i n 1930, 97,456 or  70. 2 per  cent ; and i n 1940, 93,717 

or  73. 8 per  c ent . I n cont r as t , t he J apanese popul at i on i n ot her  

s t at es f a i l ed t o i ncr ease at  t he same r at e, or  i n some ot her s 

ac t ual l y dec r eased i n t he t hi r t y year  per i od. Washi ngt on, f o r  

i ns t anc e, cont ai ned 12,929 J apanese i nhabi t ant s or  17.9 per  cent  

i n 1910, but  i n t he t h i r t y year s i ncr eased onl y s l i ght l y t o 

14, 565, whi ch f or ced t he per cent age of  r el at i v e di s t r i but i on 

down t o 11. 5 per  cent  i n 1940. The J apanese popul at i on i n t he 

ei ght  Mount ai n St at es number ed 10, 447, c ons t i t ut i ng 14. 5 per  _ 

c ent , but  i t  decr eased t o 8,574 or  6. 8 per  cent  i n 1940. 

I n Cal i f o r ni a i t s el f  popul at i on s h i f t s t ended sout hwar d. 

I n t he par t  of  t he St at e sout h of  t he Tehac hapi s , commonl y r e-

f er r ed t o as sout her n Ca l i f o r n i a ,  ̂ t her e wer e 11,550 J apanese 

or  27. 9 per  cent  of  t o t al  J apanese i n t he St at e i n 1910- . The 

popul at i on gr ew r ap i dl y i n t he next  t h i r t y year s ; i n 1920, 

25,980 or  36. 1 per  cent ; i n 1930, 42,133 or  43. 2 per  cent ; and 

1. Count i es i nc l uded ar e I mper i al , Los Angel es , Or ange, Ri v er s i de, 
San Ber nar di no , and San Di ego . 



i n 1940, 43, 278 or  46. 2 per  c ent . Mor e s pec i f i c a l l y , t he popu-

l at i on i n Los Angel es Count y i nc r eased f r om 8, 461 or  20. 5 per  

cent  of  t he St at e t o t al  i n 1910, t o 19,911 or  27.7 per  c ent , 

35,390 or  36. 3 per  c ent , and 36,866 or  39.3 per  cent  i n 1920, 

1930, and 1940, r es pec t i v el y . I n c ont r as t , t he popul at i on changed 

i n t he San F r anc i sco Bay Ar ea2 f r om 8,341 or  20. 2 per  cent  i n 

1910 t o 11,815 or  12. 6 per  cent  i n 1940. The f i gur es f o r  1920 

and 1930 ar e 11,382 or  15. 8 per  cent  and 13,292 or  13. 6 per  cent , 

r es pec t i v el y . The popul at i on i n Sacr ament o Count y dwi ndl ed f r om 

3,874 or  9. 4 per  cent  i n 1910 t o 6,764 or  7 . 2 per  cent  i n 1940. 

The movement  of  t he J apanese f r om r ur al  t o ur ban ar eas , 

as changes i n t he r el at i ve di s t r i but i on of  ur ban and r ur al  popu-

l at i ons woul d i ndi c at e, was a phenomenon on t he P ac i f i c Coas t , 

c 

par t i c ul ar l y i n Cal i f o r n i a. I n 1910 and 1920 t he J apanese wer e 

al most  equal l y di v i ded i n ur ban and r ur al  ar eas . I n 1910, 49. 8 

per  cent  wer e l i v i ng i n ur ban ar eas on t he' Pac i f i c Coast  and 

50. 2 per  cent  i n r ur al  ar eas , whi l e i n 1920 t he cor r espondi ng 

f i gur es wer e 48. 7 per  cent  and 51. 3 per  c ent , r es pec t i v el y . A 
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s i gni f i c ant  shi f t  t ook pl ace I n t he year s 1920- 1930, pr obabl y 

shor t l y af t er  t he enact ment  of  ant i - al l en l and l aws I n t he West  

Coast  s t at es ; t he r at i o swung t owar d t he ur ban, v i z . , f r om 48,7 

per  cent  i n 1920 t o 55. 3 per  cent  I n 1930. The pr eponder ance 

of  ur ban over  r ur al  popul at i on was mai nt ai ned i n 1940, when t he 

r at i o was 56. 0 per  cent  and 44. 0 per  c ent , r es pec t i v el y . The 

Cal i f o r ni a t r end of  popul at i on s hi f t s f or  t hi s per i od f o l l owed 

s i mi l ar  pat t er ns as on t he Pac i f i c Coast . The ur ban t o t he 

r ur al  popul at i on r at i o i n Cal i f o r ni a was 45. 0 per  cent  t o 

55. 0 per  cent  i n 1910; 46. 2 per  cent  t o 53. 8 per  cent  i n 1920; 

54. 8 per  cent  t o 45. 2 per  cent  i n 1930; .̂nd 55. 8 per  cent  t o 

44. 2 per  cent  i n 1940. I n c ont r as t , Washi ngt on had been 

pr edomi nant l y ur ban s i nce t he ear l y days and had changed l i t t l e 

I n r el at i ve di s t r i but i on i n 1910- 1940. The r at i o f o r  Washi ngt on 

i s 64. 0 per  cent  t o 36 per  cent  i n 1910; and 60.4 per  cent  t o 

39. 6 per  cent  i n 1940. The smal l  J apanese popul at i on i n Or egon, 

on t he ot her  hand, changed i t s r el at i v e di s t r i but i ons f r om 54. 5 

per  cent  i n 1910 t o 46. 1 per  cent  i n 1940 f o r  ur ban ar eas . 
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Soci o- economi c f ac t or s cont r i but i ng t o and af f ec t ed by 

t he movement  t owar d Sout her n Cal i f o r ni a and t owar d concent r at i on 

i n ur ban ar eas wi l l  be exami ned i n t he succeedi ng c hapt er s . 
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Table VI 

Geographical  Distribution of the J apanese on the Paci fi c Coast 

1900- 1940 

1900 1910 1920 1 930 l i  >40 
« a 
Per cent 

1 
Per cent P er cent Per cent Per cent 

Cal i fornia 

Oregon 

Washington 

10,151 

2,501 

5,617 

41.7 

10.3 

23.1 

41,356 

3,418 

12,929 

57.3 

4.8 

17.9 

71,952 

4,151 

17,387 

64.8 

3.7 

15.7 

97,456 

4,958 

17,837 

70.2 

3.6 

12.8 

93,717 

4,071 

L4,565 

73.8 

3.2 

11.5 

Percentages is in term of the total  number of the J apanese in continental  United States. 

Source of data: 
United States census. 



Tabi« Vi l i  

Urban and Rural  J apanese Population on the Paci fi c Coast 

1910*1940 

Urban Rural  

Rel ative Rel ative 
di str . in di st r . i n 

No* state No. state 

Per cent Per cent 

Cal i fornia 
1910 18,612 45.0 22,744 55.0 
1920 33,209 46*2 38,743 53.8 
1930 53,397 54*8 44,059 45.2 
1940 52,252 55*8 41,465 44.2 

Oregon 
1910 1,861 54*5 1,557 45.5 
1920 2,186 52.7 1,965 47.3 
1950 2,263 45.4 2,705 54.6 
1940 1,878 46.1 2,193 53*9 

Washington 
1910 8,273 64.0 4,656 36.0 
1920 10,143 58,3 7,244 41.7 
1930 10,799 60 »5 7,038 40*5 
1940 8,790 60*4 5,775 39.6 



Tabla Vi l i  

Urban and Rural  J apanese Population by Region 

1910- 1940 

Urban Rural  

Rel ative Rel ative 
di str . i n di st r . i n 

No* region Ho. region 

1 Per cent Per cent 

Paci fi c Coast states 
1910 28,746 49.8 28,957 50.2 
1920 45,558 48.7 47,952 51.5 
1930 66,449 55*5 55,802 44.7 
1940 62,920 56.0 49,453 44.0 

Mountain states 
1910 5,458 52.9 7,009 67.1 
1920 2,941 27.5 7,851 72.7 
1950 2,692 25.6 8,726 76.4 
1940 2,152 25.1 6,422 74.9 

Rest of United States 
1910 2,997 74.8 1,010 25.2 
1920 5,361 79.5 1,577 20,5 
1980 6,554 77.2 1,651 22.8 
1940 4,601 76.4 1,419 25.6 

Souroe of datai 
United States census 
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TABLE V. 
I  

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OP THE JAPANESE 
IN THE UNITED STATES, BY REGION 

1900- 1940 

1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 
No« Percent No. Percent No, Percent No, Percent No, Percent 

U.S.(cont i nental ) 24,326 100.0 72,157 100.0 111,010 100.0 138,834 100.0 126,947 100.0 

Paci fi c Coast 18,269 75.1 57,703 80.0 93,490 84.2 120,251 86.6 112,353 88.5 
States 

Mountain State® 5,107 21.0 10,447 14.5 . 10,792 9.7 11,418 8.2 8,574 6.8 
(Mont., Col o», 
Idaho, Wyo., N.M., 
Ar i z., Utah,and 
Nev.) 

Rest of U.S. 950 3.9 4,007 5.5 6,728 6.1 7,165 5.2 6,020 4.7 

Source: U.S. Census 
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TABLE V . 

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON OF THE J APANESE 
I N THE UNI TED STATES, BY REGI ON 

1900- 1940 

1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 
No. Per cent  No , Per cent  No, Per cent  No. Per cent  No. Per cent  

U.S. ( c o n t i nen t a l ) 24,326 100.0 72,157 100. 0 111,010 100. 0 138,834 100.0 126,947 100.0 

P ac i f i c Coast  18,269 75. 1 57,703 80. 0 93,490 84. 2 120,251 86. 6 112,353 88. 5 
St at es 

Mount ai n St at es 5,107 21. 0 10,447 14. 5 10,792 9. 7 11,418 8. 2 8 574 6. 8 
(Mont . , Co l o . , ' ' 
I daho, Wy o . , N. M. , 
A r i z . , Ut ah,and 
Nev .) 

Rest  of  U . S . 950 3. 9 4,007 5. 5 6, 728 6. 1 7, 165 5. 2 6, 020 4. 7 

Sour ce : U . S . Census 



Tablé VI 

Geographical  Distribution of the J apanese on the Paci fic Coast 

1900- 1940 

" " � 

1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 

" " 

Per cent8. ¿er cent �Per_cent �Per cent Per cent. 

Cal i fornia 10,151 41 »7 41,356 57.3 71,952 64.8 97,456 70*2 93,717 73 »8 

Oregon 2,501 10*3 3,418 4.8 4,151 3.7 4,958 3.6 4,071 3.2 

Washington 5,617 23.1 12,929 17 .9 17,387 15.7 17,837 
""" ' ï  " 

12.8 14,565 11.5 

a 
Percentages is in term of the total  number of the J apanese in continental  United States, 

Source of data: 
United States census» 



Table VI I I 

Urban and Rural  J apanese Population by Region 

1910- 1940 

Urban Rural  

Rel ative Relative 
di str . i n di str . in 

No. region No. region 

Per oent Per oent 

Paci fio Coast states i  

1910 28,746 49*8 28,957 50.2 
1920 45,538 48.7 47,952 51.3 
1930 66,449 55.3 53,802 44.7 
1940 62,920 56,0 49,433 44.0 

Mountain states 
1910 3,438 32.9 7,009 67.1 
1920 2,941 27.3 7,851 72.7 
1930 2,692 23.6 8,726 76.4 
1940 2,152 25.1 6,422 74.9 

Rest of United States 
� > � 

1910 2,997 74.8 1,010 25.2 
1920 5,351 79.5 1,377 20.5 
1930 5,534 77.2 1,631 22.8 
1940 4,601 76.4 1,419 23.6 

Source of data; 
United States oensus 
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Table VI I I 

Urban and Rural  J apanese Population on the Paci fi c Coast 

1910- 1940 

i  � 1 � ' ...... 

Urban Rural  

Rel ative Rel ative 
di str . in di st r . i n 

- No, state - No. state 

Per oent Per cent 

Cal i fornia 
1910 18,612 45.0 22,744 55.0 
1920 33,209 46,2 38,743 53.8 
1930 53,397 54.8 44,059 45.2 
1940 52,252 55.8 41,465 44.2 

Oregon 
1910 1,861 54.5 1,557 45.5 
1920 2,186 52.7 1,965 47.3 
1950 3*255 45.4 2,705 54.6 
1940 1,878 46.1' 2,193 53.9 

Washington 
1910 8,273 64.0 4,656 36.0 
1920 10,143 58.3 7,244 41.7 
1950 10,799 60.5 7,038 40.5 
1940 8,790 60.4 5,775 39.6 
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