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CHAPTER II

Geographlcal Distribution.

The Japanese population In the United States was concentrated
in a few limited areas on the Pacific Coast. In 1940 there were
126,947 persons of Japanese ancestry, native and foreign-born,
constituting less than one-tenth of one per cent of the total
population. The bulk of them, 112,353, or 88.5 per cent, were
living in California, Oregon and Washington. California had the
highest number, 93,717 or 73.8 per cent of the total Japanese in
this country, comprising a more significant portion (1.36 per cent)
in the State population of 6,907,387. Washington was next with
14,565 Japanese (11.5 per cent of total Japanese in U.S.), and
third, Oregon with 4,071 (3.2 per cent). In the eight Mountain
Statesl 8,574 Japanese (6.8 per cent) were scattered.

Further concentration was found within the three Pacifie
Coast States. 1In Californla, more than a half of the Japanese

(62.1 per cent of total Japanese in the State) lived in Los

1. Montena, Colorado, Idaho, Wyoming, New Mexico, Arizona,
Utah and Nevada.




Angeles, Sacramento and San Franclsco counties. In Los Angeles

County alone, there were 36,866 (39.3 per cent of State total),
i.e., almost one out of three Japanese in this country (29.0 per
cent of U.S. total). The population in Sacramento County was
6,764 (7.2 per cent of State total); and in San Francisco County,
5,280 (5.6 per cent). Other areas of concentration were Alameda
County with 5,167 (5.5 per cent), Fresno County with 4,527 (4.8
per cent), and San Joaquin Couhty with 4,484 (4.8 per cent).

In the other two States, most of the Japanese were located
in two areas, around Puget Sound in Washington, and Portland,
Oregon. In King County (check) there were 9,863 Japanese (67.7
per cent of the total in Washington), and in Pierce County
2,050 (14.1 per cent). That is, more than three out of four
Japanese in Washington were found around Puget Sound. 1In
Multonomah County there were 2,390 Japanese (58.7 per cent of
the total in Oregon).

It i1s evldent from the above analysis of distribution by

County that the majority of the Japanese lived in or near large

clties. The Japanese population in the major cities on the




. Pacific Coast for 1940 is reported by the Census as follows:

Per cent of Per cent of
No. of Japanese City Popu- total Japa-
lation nese in U.S,

Los Angeles 23,321 1.6 18.4
San Francisco 5,280 0.8 4.2
Sacramento 2,879 2.7 2.3
Seattle 6,975 1.9 5.5

Portland 1,680 : 0.6 1.3
Although the Japanese thus constituted a small portion of the
cities' population, their presence was conspicuous more than
the percentages would indicate because of concentration in small
areas within the metropolitan 1limits. In Los Angeles, for ex-
ample, there were three major residential areas, viz., "Little
Tokyo," "Boyle Heights," and "the Southwest District." "Little
Tokyo," the main commercial district, was roughly bounded by
Main Street, Alviso Street, Second Street, and the Los Angeles
River. The approximate boundaries of "Boyle Heights" were
Boyle Avenue, Indiana Street, First Street, and Fifth Street.
"The Southwest District" usually referred to the area bounded by

Jefferson Boulevard, Western Avenue, Exposition Boulevard, and




Vermont Avenue. It was estimated that each of these three areas
contained mearly 5,000 Japanese inhabitants. In San Francisco
the bulk of the Japanese were found in a small area bounded by
Octavia, California, Ellis, and Fillmore Streets. In Sacramento
the corresponding area was located approximately between K and P
Streets and Second and Fifth Streets. The concentration in
Seattle was found in the area with its axis at Twelfth Avenue
between Yesler Way and Jackson Street.

The tendency toward concentration in these few areas had

been in operation over several decades. In general, there were

two major trends in the population shifts of the Japanese, (1)
steady movements to Los Angeles and surrounding areasboth from
other States and from northern parts of the State, and (2) from
rural to urban areas. The peak years for this migration were
1920-1930.

The Japanese.population had been shifting steadily into
California. 1In 1910 the Japanese in California numbered 41,356,

constituting 57.3 per cent of the total Japanese in continental




United States., 1In 1920 the number increased to 71,952 or 64.8
per cent; in 1930, 97,456 or 70.2 per cent; and 1n 1940, 93,717
or 73.8 per cent. In contrast, the Japanese population in other
states failed to 1ncregse at the same rate, or 1n some others
actually décreased in the thirty year period. Washington, for
instance, contalned 12,929 Japanese inhabltants or 17.9 per cent
in 1910, but in the thirty years increased only slightly to
14,565, which forced the percentage of relative distribution
down to 11.5 per cent in 1940. The Japanese population in the
elght Mountain States numbered 10,447, constituting 14.5 per
cent, but it decreased to 8,574 or 6.8 per cent in 1940,

In California itself population shifts tended southward.
In the part of the State south of the Tehachapis, commonly re-
ferred to as southern California,l there were 11,550 Japanese
or 27.9 per cent of total Japanese in the State in 1910, The

population grew rapidly in the next thirty years; 1n 1920,

256,980 or 36.1 per cent; 1in 1930, 42,133 or 43.2 per cent; and

1. Counties included are Imperial, Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside,
San Bernardino, and San Diego.




in 1940, 43,278 or 46.2 per cent. More specifically, the popu-
lation in Los Angeles County increased from 8,461 or 20,5 per

cent of the State total in 1910, to 19,911 or 27.7 per cent,
35,390 or 56.3 per cent, and 36,866 or 39.3 per cent in 1920,
1930, and 1940, respectively. In contrast, the population changed
in the San Francisco Bay Area? from 8,341 or 20.2 per cent in

1910 to 11,815 or 12.6 per cent in 1940. The figures for 1920

and 1630 are 11,382 or 15.8 per cent and 13,292 or 13.6 per cent,

respectively. The population in Sacramento County dwindled from
3,874 or 9.4 per cent in 1910 to 6,764 or 7.2 per cent in 1940,
The movement of the Japanese from rural to urban areas,
as changes 1n the relative distribution of urban and rural popu-
lations would indicate, was a phencmenon on the Pacific Coast,
particularly in California. In 1910 and 1920 the Japanese were
almost equally divided in urban and rural areas. In 1910, 49.8
per cent were llving in urban areas on the Pacific Coast and
50.2 per cent in rural areas, while in 1920 the corresponding

flgures were 48.7 per cent and 51.3 per cent, respectively. A




significant shift took place iIn the years 1920-1930, probably

shortly after the enactment of anti-alien land laws in the West

Coast states; the ratlio swung toward the urban, viz., from 48.7

’
per ;ent in 1920 to 565.3 per cent In 1930. The preponderance

of urban over rural populafion was maintalned 1ﬁ 1940, when the
ratio was 56.0 per cent and 44.0 per cent, respectively. The
California trend of population shifts for this period followed
similar patterns as on the Paciflc Coast. The urban to the
rural population:ratio iIn Californla was 45.0 per cent to

55.0 per cent 1in 1910; 46.2 per cent to 535.8 per cent in 1920;
54.8 per cent to 45.2 per cent In 1930; and 55.8 per cent to
44,2 per cent in 1940. 1In contrast, Washington had been
predomlnantly urban since the early days and had changed 1little
in relative distribution in 1910-1940. The ratio for Washington
is 64.0 per cent to 36 per cen£-1n 1910; and 60.4 per cent to
39.6 per cent in 1940. The small Japanese populatlon in Oregon,

on the other hand, chahged its relative distributions from 54.5

per cent In 1910 to #x& 46.1 per cent in 1940 for urban areas.




L A

Socio-economic factors contributing to and affected by

the movement toward Southern Californla and toward concentration

in urban areas will be examined in the succeeding chapters,




Table VI

Geographical Distribution of the Japanese on the Pacific Coast
1900-1940

1900 1910

Per cggt‘ Per cent PF; cent

California 41.7 41,356 57.3 64.8 97,456

Oregon 10.3 3,418 4.8 DT 4,958

Washington 23.1 2,929 | 17.9 15.7 117,837

Percentages is in term of the total number of the Japanese in continental United States.

Source of data:
United States census.




Table VIII

Urban and Rural Japanese Population on the Pacific Coast
1910-1940

Urban Rural

Relative Relative
distr, in distr., in
state state

Per cent Per cent

California
1910 45,0 65,0

1920 46,2 53.8
1930 45.2

1940 55,8 44,2

Oregon
1910 654.5 45,6
1920 47,3
1930 : 54.6
1940 53.9

Washington :
1910 36.0
1520 41,7
1930 40,6
1940 39.6




Table VIII

Urban and Rural Japanese Population by Region

1910-1940

Urban

Rural

Relative
di.tro in
ro;;on

Relative
di‘trc in
region

Pacific Coast states
1910
1920
1930
1940

Mountain states
1910
1920
1930
1940

Rest of United States
1910
1920
1930
1940

Per cent

Per cent

Source of data:
United States census




GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF THE JAPANESE
IN THE UNITED STATES, BY REGION

1900-1940

1900 1910 1920 1930 1940
No, Percent No. Percent No. Percent No. Percent No. Percent

U.S.(continental) 24,326 100.0 72,157 100.0 111,010 100.0 138,834 100,0 126,947 100.0

Pacific Coast 18,269 765.1 67,703 80.0 93,490 B4.2 120,251 86.6 112,353 88.5
States ‘

Mountain States 5,107 21.0 10,447 14.5 . 10,792 9.7 11,418 8.2 8,574 6.8
(Mont., Colo.,

Idaho, VWyo., "N. M.,
Ariz., Utah,and
Nev.)

Rest of U.S, 4,007 5,5

Source: U.S, Census
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ATABLE TIL

PISTRIBUTION OF JAPANESE 7PoPULATION IN CALIFORNIA

BY COUNTY
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GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF THE JAPANESE
IN THE UNITED STATES, BY REGION

1900-1940

1900 1910
No. Percent No. Percent No.,

U.S.(continental) 24,326 100.0

1920 1530
Percent No. Percent No.

72,157 100.0 111,010 100.0

1940
Percent

138,834 100.0 126,947 100.0

Pacific Coast 18,269 75.1 57,703 80.0 93,490 84.2 120,251 86.6

112,353 88.5
States

Mountain States 5,107 21.0
(Mont., Colo.,

Idaho, Wyo., N.M,.,

Ariz., Utah,and

Nev.)

10,447 14.5 10,792 9.7

11,418 8.2 8,574 6.8

Rest of U.S.

Source: U.S, Census




Table VI

Geographical Distribution of the Japanese on the Pacific Coast
1900-1940

1300 1910 1920 : 1930 1940
Per cent® -ﬁer cant -ﬂer cent Per cent Per cent.

California 10,151 41.7 41,356 57T.53 |[71,952 | 64.8 (97,456 T0.2 93,717

Oregon 2,501 10,3 3,418 4.8 | 4,151 3.7 4,958 3.6 4,071

Washington 5,617 23.1 12,929 17,387 17,837 14,565

Percentages is in term of the total number of the Jepanese in continental United States.

Source of data:
United States eensus.
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Table VIII

Urban and Rurel Japanese Population by Region

1910-1940

Urban

Rural

Relative
distr, in
region

Relative
distr, in
region

Pacifiec Coast states
1910
1920
1930
1940

Mountain states
1910
1520
1930
1940

Rest of United States
1910
1920
1930
1940

| Per cent

Per cent

49,8
48,7

50,2
51.3
44,7
44,0

67.1
727
T6.4
74.9

26,2
2045
22,8
2346

Source of data:
United States census
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Table VIII

Urban and Rural Japanese Population on the Pacific Coast

1910-1540

Urban

Rural

Relative
d iﬂtr . in
state

Relative
distr, in
state

California
1910
1920
1930
1940

Oregon
1910
1920
1930
1540

Washington
1910
1920
1930
1940

Per cent

Per cent

45,0
46.2
54,8
55,8

54 .5
62,7
45.4
46,1

64.0
58.3
60,5
60,4
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