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Ther e wer e many t i mes when I  act ual l y wi shed t hat  I  wer en't  

\ a J ap. I t  wasn't  because of  any shame of  my backgr ound, but  I  

f el t  t hat  economi cal l y I  woul d be bet t er  of f  i f  I  di d not  have a 

J apanese f ace. suppose t hat  t hi s was a sor t  of  a r eact i on f r om 

t he exper i ences I  was goi ng t hr ough. Ac t ual l y , i t  was onl y t he 

begi nn i ng. ) I  consol ed mysel f  by t he f act  t hat  many young col l ege 

gr aduat es wer e havi ng a di f f i c ul t  t i me get t i ng pl aced. Sever al  
j oki ngl y 

t i mes I  t al ked to my pr of essor  at  col l ege and she suggest ed/t hat  

t he pr obl em mi ght  be sol ved by havi ng an oper at i on on my eyel i ds 

t o el i mi nat e t he sl ant - eye ef f ec t . She sai d I  coul d pass as a fj? , |  y 
sout her n Eur opean i f  t hat  wer e done. I  t ook t hi s qui t e ser i ousl y 

I  i t  
and I  even i nvest i gat ed sever al  past i c sar geons to see i f /coul d 

be done, but  I  gave up t he i dea when I  was t ol d t hat  i t  woul d 

cost  ar ound $50. I t  was a s i l l y i dea b̂ut  i t  i ndi cat es t he mood 
two year s 

of  my t hi nki ng at  t hat  t i me. The yxaxxHHi i xxxksi i i  af t er  gr adua-
te- '' 

t i on f r om col l ege, wees ext r emel y f r us t r at i ng i n many ways. 
a /Look i ng back at  i t  now, I  can be ver y phi l osophi cal  about  

\  U t> 
my exper i ence  ̂ and t hi nk to mysel f  t hat  i t  di d Xp me some good; 

but , at  t hat  t i me, i t  was t r agi c t o me and I  was one of  t he most  

conf used young men i n t he Bay ar ea. Ther e j ust  di d not  seem t o 

be any answer  t o t hi n&s  ̂ and of t en the s i t uat i on l ooked Qui t e 

hopel ess i n spi t e of  myj determi nat  i on to be opt i mi st i c . I nst ead 

of  becomi ng ext r emel y bi t t er  about  i t , my at t i t udes devel oped 

more and mor e i nt o t hat  "I l̂ l  show them t hat  I Tm an Amer i can i n 

spi t e of  what  happens". Thi s/ was easi er  sai d t han done and I  

di d not  seem t d be get t i ng any pl ace i n t he mont hs t hat  qui ckl y \  

pa ssed by >̂ 

Out  of  necess i t y , I  began t o l i ve i n t he J apanese commuhi t y. 

Get t i ng j obs t her e - were-  j ust  as di f f i cul t  f or  m*e because I  had 



t o compet e wi t h ot her  ni s ei  who wer e i n a si mi l ar  pos i t i on as I , 

onl y t hat  had er r  advant age of  knowi ng J apanese. The onl y r eason 
û r  f  

I  st ayed ar ound i n t hat  di s t r i c t  was because f ood and r ent  we s - i  ̂

cheaper  t han i n ot her  sect i ons of  t he c i t y . At  the same t i me I  

hat ed l i v i ng t her e âs I  def i ni t el y di d not  f eel  t hat  I  was a par t  

of  t he J apanese communi ty at mospher e. I t  pr obabl y i nt ens i f i ed -

my r eact i on t o t he segr egat ed l i v i ng t o a much gr eat er  degr ee 

t han i f  I  had been f or ei gn t o i t . I t  gr at ed upon my ear s t o hear  

t he st r ange J apanese t ongue ever ywher e. I t  seemed t hat  even t he .1 Mr  

young ui aai  used t he l anguage excl usi vel y  ̂ al t hcf  t hi s was a a mi s-

t aken i mpr essi on si nce I  l at er  f ound t hat  t hey wer e qui t e 

Amer i cani zed and t hat  many of  them were goi ng t hr ough s i mi l ar  

conf l i c t s as I  was . 

/ T h e J apanese communit2r  of  t he jfck Pac i f i c Coast  has nevei  ̂ been 

sel f - gt i f f i c i ent . Dur i ng the ear l i er  days t her e was a necessi t y 

f or  pr of ess i onal  wor ker s of  al l  k i nds t o f i l l  t he exi s t i ng needs. 

Thi s was espec i al l y t r ue when t he ol der  i s s el  passed i nt o r e-

t i r ement  so t hat  t hese nj ŝei  who r ecei ved a col l ege educat i on and 

t r ai l i ng dur i ng t he 1920»s and ear l y ' 30' s wer e eas i l y assi mi -

l at ed i nt o t he nar r ow economi c l i f e of  t he J apanese communi t y. 

At  t hat  t i me t her e wer e not  so many mi sei  i n col l ege si nce t he 
• :  7. 

aver age age of  t he ''group was f ai r l y young. I t  was dur i ng t he 

f 50 f s t hat  t he gr eat  masses of  ni sei  bggan to f i l l  t he Bay ar ea 

col l eges and uni ver s i t i es . Thi s was par t l y caused by t he eco-

nomi c depr essi on dur i ng t hat  per i od  ̂ so t hat  t her e wer e no j obs 

anyway. Gr adual l y the J apanese communi ty became J p L̂ooded wi t h j  

cer t ai n t ypes of  t r ai ned col l ege ni sei  because t her e was a t end-

ency f or  them to go infoo a l i mi t ed number  of  f i el ds . Those who 

game l at er  coul d not  be absor bed by t he communi ty so t hat  t her e 



v/as a gr eat  deal  of  r est l essness and f r us t r at i on, A number  of  

t he ni sei  wer e seeki ng escapes i nt o ot her  t ypes of  ac t i v i t i es . 

Thi s was espec i al l y t r ue I n t he r eal m of  soc i al  ac t i v i t i es and 

spor t s af f ai r s . The ni s ei  who excel l ed i n t hese f i el ds wer e t he 

ones who wer e l ooked upon wi t h appr oval . I t  di d not  mat t er  i f  

t hey wor ked i n a l aundr y f or  #50 a month or  i n a J apanese gr ocer y 

st or e f or  $35, t of u_f act or y , dr y cl eani ng shops, J apanese t r ansf er  

company, J apanese ar t  good st or es , et c . Ther e j ust  wer en't  enough 

j obs t o go ar ound,so t hat  many of  t he younger  ni sei  were f or ced 

t o go to t he count r y to do mi gr at or y wor k i n or der  t o ear n some 

uomi ng i nt o a s i t uat i on of  t hi s sor t , i t  was more di f f i c ul t  

f or  me because of  t he l anguage handi caps. I  al so had a cer t ai n 

amount  of  f al se pr i de and I  di dn't  want  to do meni al  wor k because 

I  f el t  t hat  t hi s woul d be admi t t i ng def eat  t o mysel f . But  hunger  

i s a power f ul  f or ce> and I  soon had to swafcl ow my pr i de and t ake 

any ki nd of  a j ob. I  soon f ound out  t hat  even f or  t he most  ord-

i nar y j ob t her e was a gr eat  deal  of  compet i t i on wi t h ni s ei , i s s ei , 

ki j ae  ̂and F i l i pi ho wor ker s. I  hung ar ound t he J apanese empl oyment  

agenci es i n or der  t o compete wi t h t hem f or  day l abor  j obs whi ch 

pai d 40 or  50 cent s an hour . Thi s t ype of  ac t i v i t y kept  me goi ng 

f or  sever al  mont hs. I  di d al l  sor t s of  odd j obs but  I  was never  

abl e t o get  ahead'' i n .any because I  was l i v i ng Srom hand to mout h. 

I t  was a f r ust adst i ng exper i ence because I  f ound t hat  I  wasn't  

qual i f i ed f ce-  many of  t he or di nar y t ypes of  wor k because most  of  

my pr evi ous ac t i v i t y had been di r ect ed t owar ds educat i onal  ambi -

unf or t unat e wor ker s t hat  I  competed wi t h had to do j obs of  t hi s 

sor t  a l l  o f  t hei r  l i ves , whi l e my br eak woul d come event ual l y i f  

t  i on . |  I  consol ed mysel f  wi t h t he t hought  t hat  a l ot  of  t he l ess 
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I  r amai ned pat i ent . 

/Some of  my co&l ege f r i edds wer e ext r emel y concer ned about  me 

and tfeey at t empt ed t o hel p me out  i n al l  sor t s of  ways. One of  

them was a br i l l i ant  st udent  who had gr aduat ed t he year  bef or e me 
4t  

wi t h hi ghest  honor s and W had been wor ki ng i n an East bay school . 

He was f i r ed f r om t hi s pos i t i on because t he school  boar d t hought  

t hat  he was a Communi st  and t hey di dn't  l i ke t o have t he young 

st udent s cont ami nat ed wi t h r adi cal  i deas . Fr ank t hen became en-

gaged i n t he l abor  movement . He wor ked wi t h t he war ehouse uni oi  ̂

and I  met  hi m on t he st r eet  one day and t ol d hi m of  my exper i ences. 

He was ver y sympat het i c  ̂ and he f el t  t hat  he coul d get  me i nt o some 

sor t  of  uni on wor k t hr ough hi s connect i on. But  i t  was t he same 

ol d s t or y . I  coul dn't  j o i n t he uni on because I  had a J apanese 

f ace. Bef or e t hi s r eal i zat i on dawned, I  had gone t o t he wat er -

f r ont  sever al  t i mes t o pi cket  shi ps t hat  wer e car r yi ng caggo t o 

Spai n and t he or i ent . One day, we went  down t o pi cket  t he J apan-

ese Consul 's o f f i ce down near  t he wat er f f ont . Fr ank and I  

s t r ol l ed up and down t he st r eet  wi t h an Amer i can f l ag and i ®kx 

pl acar ds . When t he J apanese o f f i c i al s came out  f or  l unch, t hey 

l ooked at  me i n amazsment  and made some comment  but  I  di dn't  

under st and what  t hey wer e sayi ng. I  f el t  t hat  t he embar go of  

Amer i can goods t o t he or i ent  had to be s t r i c t l y enf or ced because 

of  t he aggr essi ve ambi t i gn o f  J apan. I t  never  occur r ed to me 

t hat  seme day I  woul d be l ooked upon wi t h suspi c i on and r egar ded 

as a J apanese. I  had not  had cl ose enough cont act s wi t h t he 

J apanese communi ty  ̂ i n spi t e of  b̂een l i v i ng i n i t ; t o be i nf l uenced 

by t he cul t ur al  and po l i t i c al  bat t l es whi ch wer e al r eady goi ng on . 

bet ween I s sei  and Ni s ei . 

My KHurfckt  ent husi asm f or  boycot t i ng t hese Shi ps di ed down 



when I  di scover ed t hat  I  coul d not  get  i nt o uni on wor k and I  had 

to spend mor e of  my ef f or t  t o ear n some money t o eat . Fr ank was 

an o f f i c i al  i n t he YCL*and he kept  ur gi ng me t o j o i n wi t h t he 

gr oup. I  per sonal l y l i ked many of  t he young f el l ows i n t hi s or -

t o t he l e f t . I  s t i l l  had a f i r m bel i ef  i n democr aoy; and I  f el t  

i t  woul d be a bet r ayal  t o over t hr ow i t  si mpl y because I  was havi ng 

a di f f i c u l t  t i me f i ndi ng a j ob. I  t r i ed t o r emai n cons i s t ent  i n 

my at t i t ude t hat  a l ar ge par t  of  i t  woul d be up t o t he i ndi v i dual  

ef f o r t s and t hat  I  coul d not  bl ame t he syst em ent i r el y f or  f ai -

l ur es on my par t . The YCL di scuss i ons st i mul at ed me, yet  t hey 

wer e ver y di s t ur bi ng. I  wasn*t  i n a good mood t o be ent i r el y en-

gr ossed wi t h ar gument s on po l i t i c al  syst ems so I  gr adual l y began 

t o wi t hdr aw f r om t hi s ac t i v 

Ar ound J une of  1940, I  anl y had an ur ge t o get  away f r om 

evei y t hi ng. I  t hought  t hat  I  woul d do mi gr at or y wor k f or  t he 

summer  si nce i t  woul d hel p me t o t hi nk obj ec t i vel y about  t hi ngs . 

I  was al so cur i ous t o get  a f i r s t  hand vi ew of  t he ŝ sei  and 

Ni sei  mi gr at or y wor ker s s i nce I  had hear d so much about  jHr. I  

di scover ed, t o my amazement , t hat  I  coul d not  get  a j ob wi t h many 

of  t hese J apanese wor k gangs because I  d i dn ' t  speak t he l anguage. 

I  wor ked f or  a whi l e wi t h F i l i p i no , Mexi can and Oki e l abor er s and 

I  got  al ong wel l  enough wi t h t h Dst  of  t hese wor ker s had been 

deadened i n t hei r  ambi t i on and wer e onl y exi s t i ng f r om season t o 

season. I t  was not . di f f i c u l t  t o under st and why t hey l ooked f or -

war d t o Sat ur day ni ght s when t hey coul d gfct  dr unk, go see women, 

and gambl e. I t  was a r el ease f r om t he hum dr um l i f e t hat  t hey 

were l i vi ng. I worked al l  through Sacramento Yal l eyj  and south as 

far as Fresno wi th one ^x i c an and Fi l i pi no crew. I kept mostl y 

gani zat i on, but  my po l i t i c al  sent i ment s wer e not  't hi s 'quixi s, f ar  
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t o mysel f  [be cause I  di dn't  car e t o engage i n t hei r  t ype of  act i vi -
> I  

t i es as I  f el t  t hat  I  was savi ng my money to f ur t her  my educat i on. 

I  had been maki ng many ef f or t s to get  a schol ar shi p to do gr aduat e 

wor k because I  knew that  I  woul d never  get  any pl ace unl ess I  had 

some spec i al i zed t ype of  t r ai ni ng. I  wasn't  sur e what  I  want ed t o 

t r ai n f or . I  had changed maj or s i n col l ege sever al  t i mes because 

of  t hi s uncer t ai nt y. Or i gi nal l y I  st ar t ed t o be a physi cal  edu-

cat i on i nst r uct or  but. t hi s di d not  seem ver y pr ac t i cal i y . I  

changed over  to an educat i on maj or  wi t h t he i dea of  t eachi ng some 

day. The col l ege advi ser  st r ongl y di scour aged t hi s as t hey 

poi nt ed out  t hat  no Ni sei  ever  r ecei ved a t eachi ng j ob i n Cal i -

f or ni a. ^h e y t hought  I  mi ght  have some chance i n Hawai i  because 

of  t he l ar ge J apanese popul at i on t her e. I  obj ect ed t o t hi s t ype 

of  sol ut i on because I  had no i nt ent i on of  ever  l eavi ng Cal i f or ni a 
j r  

al t hcT t her e was a hazy n i dea i n t he back of  my mi nd t hat  I  woul d 
\ 

go east  some d a y ^> 

Af t er  my j uni or  year  i n col l ege, I  became a l i t t l e di s-

cour aged about  empl oyment  poss i bi l i t i es i n t he educat i onal  f i el d 

so I  changed over  t o a hi st or y maj or , emphasi zi ng or i ent al  hi s t or y . 

I  had seme sor t  of  an i dea t hat  t hi s woul d be t he openi ng wedge 

t o event ual l y get t i ng i nt o a hi gh school  or  uni ver s i t y as a t each-

er . never  di d car e f or  hi st or y al t hough I  got  ext r a mar ks i n 

t he cour ses. I t  seems, t hat  l i f e was goi ng al ong at  such a f ast  

pace t hat  i t  was a wast e of  t i me t o go backgar ds and r e- cr eat e 

t hi ngs . I  became more and more i nt er est ed i n ]?h$l osophy but  I  

gave up the i dea of  changi ng t o t hat  maj or  because i t  was such an v ¡¿its\Jty 

i mpr act i cal  f i el d My ef f or t s * t o do gr aduat e wor k w&e-  di r ect ed 

t owar ds t he hi st or y department-  up unt i l  t he t i me I  went  t o wor k 
w i t h t he mi gr at or y l abor er s i n 1940. Thi s exper i ence was!qui t e 
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i l l umi nat i ng to me because I  saw at  f i r s t  hand how t hese wor ker s 

wer e expl oi t ed. I  want ed to do somet hi ng about  i t . One day I  

pi cked up a soc i al  work book and I  became i nt r i gued wi t h i t  so 

much t hat  I  deci ded t o become a soc i al  wor ker s. I  f el t  t hat  i n 

t hi s way I  coul d work upon mi nor i t y pr obl ems and at t empt  t o hel p 

sol ve them i n some way. F̂hese mi gr at or y wor ker s l i ved under  t he 

most  unsani t ar y condi t i ons i magi nabl e. The gover nment 's wor k t o 

al l ev i at e t hi s condi t i on had not  t ouched t he bul k of  t he mi gr a-

t or y wor ker s at  t hat  t i me. They l i ved i n ol d f chacks near  t he 

har vest  f i el d wi t hout  l i ght s or  wat er ând many of  t he mot her s had 

a t er r i bl e t i me keepi ng t hei r  babi es al i ve. I t  was not  an un-

common si ght  to see dead Mexi can babi es i n t hese mi gr at or y camps. 

The mothers woul d ver y casual l y bur y them i n some l onel y and de-

ser t ed apot ând i t  di d not  seem t o af f ect  them t oo much because 

t hey wer e used t o such t hi ngs as a par t  of  t hei r  l i ves . I t  was 

shocki ng to me because I  had nai vel y swal l owed ever yt hi ng, or  

al most  ever yt hi ng i n col l ege, and I  had an i mpr essi on t hat  t hi s 

count r y had t he hi ghest  l i v i ng st andar ds i n t he wor l d. I  was 

awar e of  soc i ol ogi cal  pr obl ems, but  t hese wer e onl y abst r act  

t hi ngs t o me and I  di d not  become f ul l y consci ous of  i t  unt i l  

�* 5 7< \  

di r ect l y f aced wi t h t he l ax of  our  s ys t em./ 

Af t er  a mont h or  two of  wander i ng ar ound t he st at e I  met  a 

Ni sei  f r i end near ''St ockt on. He t ol d me t hat  t her e was a chance 

t o wor k on a cel er y r anch near  St ockt on wi t h a J apanese gang.so I  /)  A 

went  al ong wi t h hi m and appl i ed f or  t he j ob. M y s p o k e 

J apanese and he di d t he t al k i ng f or  bot h of  us ŝo I  was gi ven a 

j ob wi t h hi m. x o r  t he next  two mont hs we al most  br oke our  backs 

pul l i ng cel er y st al ks out  of  thefc gr ounds xxfc wi t h our  bar e hands 

f or  25 snor ts» cent s an hour , ĥer e wer e many t i mes t hi t  I  want ed 
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t o qui t  because I  r ebel l ed at  t he t hought  of  bei ng expl oi t ed l i ke 

t hi s., espec i al l y by a J apanese f or eman, j  I t  seemed t o me t hat  

these J apanese farmers were inhuman i n thei r att i tudes toward the 
A 

wor ker sand thepe-  onl y i nt er est  was to get  as much out  of  them 

6s poss i bl e. Some members of  t hese wor k gangsper e ol d I ssei  who 

had been doi ng t he same t ype of  wor k year  i n and year  out  f or  25 

or  30 year s . Ther e wer e about  9 Ni sei  i n t hi s gang who st uck 

t oget her  most l y. A F i l i pi no cr ew was empl oyed i n t he sheds t o do 

t he c ut t i ng n̂d t her e was l i t t l e ef f or t  made on bot h s i des t o 

br eak t he i ce ahd mi x. 

Thi s j ob was my f i r s t  epxer i ence wor ki ng f or  a J apanse f or e-

man. We wer e omt  i n t he f i el ds f or  10 hour s a day and t her e was y 

l i t t &e oppor t uni t y f or  r ecr eat i on. Meal s wer e eat en i n t he bunk 

house accor di ng t o t he J apanse s t y l e. Most  of  t he meal s consi st ed 

of  a sm al l  di sh of  veget abl es and meat  wi t h al l  t he r i ce one 

coul d eat . I  had to st uf f  mysel f  wi t h r i ce i n or der  t o have 

enough t o eat . I  di scover ed t hat  t he F i l i pi nos wer e ver y cl ean 

i n t hei r  bodi l y habi t s and t hey t ook a bat h ever y ni ght  as t he 

J apanese cr ew di d. The Oki e cr ew i n t he next  f i el d r ar el y t ook a 

bat B. Ther e was qui t e a bi t  of  r i val r y bet ween t he J apanese and 

F i l i pi no crew because t her e was onl y one l ar ge bat h t ub - «ae- - avai l -

abl e. The bat h house Consi st ed of  a smal l  out - house. The t ub 

was about  6 x 8 » and made by gal vani zed i r on. A pi t  had been dug 

under  i t  so t hat  a f i r e coul d be bui l t  t o warm t he wat er . The 

F i l i pi nos wer e anxi ous t o be t he f i r s t  ones t o get  i nt o t he wat er  

because t hey di d not  want  to f ol l ow any J apanese. On t he ot her  

hand t he J apanese wor ker s bel i eved t hat  al l  F i l i pi nos had 

syphi l i s ând t hey want ed t o get  i ngo t he wat er  f i r s t  so t hey 

woul d not  be af f ect ed Thi s conf l i c t  got  so i nt ense t hat  t he 

i- Ujflr  **n |r|  
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J apanese f or eman f i nal l y had a separ at e bat h house bui l t  f or  t he 

F i l i pi no wor ker s. However ,, bad bl ood exi st ed bet ween t he two 

gr oups. The J apanese wor ker s accused t he F i l i pi nos of  st r i ke-

br eaki ng t ac t i s and bei ng t r oubl e maker s whi l e t he F i l i pi nos f el t  

A ' 

t hat  t he J apanese wor ker s di d not  have gut s enough to demand a 

l i v i ng 

I n or der  to get  r evenge, t he J apanese/wor ker s put  

an ext r a ef f or t  i n t hei r  wor k i n or der  t o pi l e up t he cel er y 

1 \ Thi  
cut t i ng and f or ce t he F i l i pi nos  ̂ ext r a wor k. \ Thi s went  on f or  

sever al  days unt i l  t he F i l pi nos wer e over - swamped wi t h � 

cut t i ng and t he J apanese cr ew was cabl ed i n t o t he shed t o hel p 

t he F i l i p i nos cat ch up. Ther e was a bad at mospher e t hat  day and 

ever  t hi ng was i n a st at e of  t ens i on. I  was s i t t  i ngfcetween a 

Ni sei  f el l ow and a l ar ge F i l i p i no . I  at t empt ed to become f r i endl y 

wi t h t he F i l i pi no wor ker  and I  soona di socer ed t hat  he was a 

l i k&bl e per son. He was a gr au&j at e of  t he Uni ver s i t y of  Mani l a 

and had come t o Cal i f or ni at t o at t end t he uni ver s i t y . Runni ng out  

of  money, Manual  was f or ced to wor k i n t he f ar m gangs. I t  became 

a pat t er n f or  hi m ând he had r emai ned i n t hi s r ut  f or  10 year s . 

He t al ked abcut  hi s ambi t i ons to r et ur n t o t he Phi l i ppi nes but  

sl &fl  he coul d npfo r et ur n unt i l  he was a success . I  was so busy 

t al k i ng t o t hi s F i l i pi no t hat  I  di d not  not i ce t he bad at mospher e 

i n t he ai r . The c r i s i s br oke when t he Ni sei , boy next  t o me i nno-

cent l y through-  a cr at e out  of  t he ahedi  I t  hi t  on the beams on 
\ p 

t he cei l i ng$ and f el l  on t he head of  anot her  F i l i pi no wor ker . 

For x moment  t her e was a st un, s i l ence, Then t he F i l i pi no man 
A 

spr ang up and st ast ed swi ngi ng hi s k ni f e. The f i r s t  t hi ng I  knew 

about  i t  was when t hi s 12- i nch kni f e came swi shi ng t hr ough t he 

ai r , cut t i ng t he t i p of  my nose. Ther e wasn !t  anyt hi ng I  coul d 
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do because my back was toja boar d and I  coul d not  make a r et r eat . 

A gener al  r i ot  was about  t o bur st  l oose when Manuel  j umped t o r ay 

pr ot ect i on and he shout ed t o t he ot her  wor ker s t hat  t hi s was a 

per sonal  mat t er . The F i l i pi no who had been hi t  on t he head t hen 

pr oceeded t o go af t er  Kenj i . He sl ashed hi m once on t he hand and 

t he second t i me on t hé st omach. % t hi s t i me Manual  caught  up 

wi t h hi m and pi nned hi m down. Manuel  was r ecogni zed as t he l eader  

of  t he gr oup and he cal med al l  t he wor ker s down. The J apanese / 

f or eman was gi ven a demand t o f i r e al l  o f  t he Ni sei  wor ker s be-

cause t hey wer e t he t r oubl e maker s, wher eas t he J apanse crew 

want ed al l  of  t he F i l i p i nos f i r ed because t hey t hr ew ar ound t hei r  

kni ves t oo car el essl y  ̂ and t hey f el t  t hat  some ni ght  a F i l i p i no 

gang woul d mur der  one of  t he J apanese wor ker s. Ther e was a hot  

di scuss i on back and f or t h f or  about  an hour  and t hen t hi ngs be-

gan t o cool  of f  so t hat  ever yone agr eed t o f or get  t he whol e i nci -

dent  and r et ur n t o wor k. Af t er  t hat  t he J apanese and F i l i pi no 

wor ker s kept  t hei r  di st ance but  I  cont i nued to go v i s i t  Manuel  

and t al k t o hi m. The J apahese wor ker s di d not  l i ke t hi s ver y much 

and t hey sai d t hat  I  was bet r ayi ng t hem ŝo t hey i ns i s t ed I  move 

out  of  t hei r  bunk house. I  f ound a pl ace i n Manuel 's bunk house 

and f or  t he r emai nder  of  t he season I  wor ked wi t h a F i l i pi no or  

Dur i ng al l  o f ' t h i s t i me I  cont i nued t o make appl i cat i ons t  

var i ous uni ver s i t i es t hr oughout  t he count r y i n or der  t o get  a 

schol ar shi p. I  wasn't  abl e t o f i nance mysel f  ̂and i t  was ver y di s-

cour agi ng when I  r ecei ved so many negat i ve answer s. I  deci ded 

to &o back t o San Fr anci sco at  t he end of  t he summer  aa I  had onl y 

managed t o save a hundr ed dol l ar s dur i ng t he 3 mont hs t hat  I  

wor ked. The exper i ences had not  been unf r ui t f ul  f or  me because i t  

had gi ven me an obj ect i vebi c t ur e of  mi gr at or y wor ker s and I  had 
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al so l ear ned t hat  t he J apanese wor ker s wer e i n a s i mi l ar  pr edi ca-

ment . The exper i ence had al so hel ped me t o det er mi ne what  my 

f i e l d of  st udy shoul d be. Fr om t hat  t i me on I  wor ked f o r  t hi s 

goal . I  was i nt ensel y i nt er es t ed i n t he Ni sei  pr edi cament  as I  

coul d see no good comi ng out  of  t he segr egat ed aoramuni ty whi oh 

coul d never  be sel f - suf f i c i ent  i n i t s e l f . I  cont i nued my j ob 

hunt i ng ac t i v i t i es i n t he f a l l  of  1940 wi t hout  much success . I  

was of f er ed t he j ob as t he r eader  f or  t he whol e soc i al  sc i ence 

depar t ment  of  San F r anai sco St at e Col l gge? whi ch woul d have pai d 

me ar ound $125 a mont h, but  t he head of  t he depar t ment  dec i ded t o 

gi ve hal f  of  t he j ob t o a P h .D. gr aduat e who was unabl e t o l and a 

t eachi ng pos i t i on. Si nce he had a wi f e and chi l d t o suppor t , I  

l et  hi m t ake on t wo- t hi r ds o f  t he wor k so my i ncome f r om t hi s 
1 . 7 

j ob was ar ound $40 a mont h. I  went  <bo t he USES f or  pl acement , but  

i t  was t he same ol d s t or y. One day I  t al ked t o t he counsel l or  at  

t he J uni or  Counsel l i ng Ser v i ce of  t he USES., and she suggest ed t hat  

I  get  on t he NY.A i n or der  to f t gi x̂f esx make a st udy of  t he Ni sei  
't ej j t l  � -  .i  ' -  ' � . ' . '"- ' ?' i " " \o 

empl oyment  s i t uat i on i n t he Bay ar ea. I  wasJ qu L̂t e agr eeabl e t o 

t hi s because I  was cur i ous mysel f , I  r ecei ved a moht h f o r  

t hi s wor k ând t hi s i ncome was s uf f i c i ent  f or  me t o get  i y . I  

s t i l l  had t i me t o l ook f or  ot her  odd j obs on t he s i de. I  began 

t o do l es s and l es s r eader s j ob at  t he co l l ege, because t he Ni sei  

sur vey, whi ch I  was under t ak i ng, occupi ed a gr eat  number  of  hour s , 

much mor e t han cal l ed f o r . , 

I  was di scour aged about  my pr ogr ess ; but  t he mor e I  st udi ed 

t he Ni aet  gr oups, t he l es s sor r y I  f el t  f o r  mysel f , because I  soon 

f ound 

out  what  t er r i f i c economi c handi caDs t he ni sei  wor ker s 

ent er i ng t he l abor  mafcfcets f or  t he f i r s t  t i me had t o f ac e. I  

di dn't  f i n i s h my sur vey unt i l  t he spr i ng of  1941 as I  onl y wor ked 
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on i t  of f  and on. The r esul t s wer e most  di s t ur bi ng and di scour -

agi ng- be cause i t  ver i f i ed my suspi c i ons about  t he di f f i c ul t i es of  

t he Ni sei , wor ker s. R̂evi ew San Fr anci sco sur vey her e)  ̂

Dur i ng al l  o f  t hi s per i od I  was engaged on t hi s sur vey, I  was 

havi ng a most  di f f i c ul t  t i me mysel f  i n or j er  to make ends meet , 

^u t  st r angel y enough I  had deveoped a new at t i t ude t owar d t he 

whol e't hi ng. I  f el t  i t  was par t  of  my gurowing up pr ocess. Per -

haps par t  of  t he r eason was due t dt he f act  t ha  ̂ my br ot her  kame 

up f r om Los Angel es t o at t end col l ege i n t he Bay ®r ea and he 

l i ved wi t h me. He br ought  a f r i end, Geor ge, al ong. The t hr ee of  

us l i ved i n a room on t he t op f l oor  of  an ol d J apanese apar t ment  

house. We pai d $10 a montft  f or  r ent  and dur i ng t he wi nt er  of  

1940 we of t en had t o shi f t  t he bed ar ound to escape t he dr i ppi ng 

wat er  f r om t he r oof . We devel oped a l i ght  at t i t ude t owar ds ever y-

t hi ng and we cal l ed our  apar t ment *. "The Pent house'  ̂ and/we act ed 

as i f  we wer e l i v i ng l i ke k i ngs . Wi t h such an opt i mi st i c at t i -

t ude, i t  was not  so di f f i cul t  to l i ve i n pover t y and i t  became 

f un, a sor t  of  a game. / J ac k was t he onl y one goi ng t o school  at  

t hat  t i me So t hat  Geor ge and I  spent  a gr eat  deal ) of  our  t i me 

maki ng te r ounds of  t he âpanse emnl oyment  agency3. I  put  l ess 
A * 

ê f f o r t  t han Geor ge}as I  was goi ng, my sur vey at  t hat  t i me and I  

had a smal l  i ncome. 

Geor ge r anqcxacxxxx was a ver y Amer i cani zed Ni sei  f el l ow. He 

had gone 2 year s t o San J ose St at e col l ege wher e he hel d a boxi ng 

champi onshi p and r epr esent ed t he ŝchool  i n the Pac i f i c Coast  

wei ght  l i f t i ng champi onshi p. 'He hel d t he coast  r ecor d f or  hi s 

wei ght . However . J george was an unassumi ng f el l ow>and he was of t en 

mi st aken f or  a t i mi d per son. He The r esul t  usual l y pr oves di s-

ast r ous to the aggr essor  because Geor ge coul d t ake ver y dr ast i c 
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act i on when he became ar oused. Geor ge had no f unds t o cont i nue on 

wi t h hi s educat i on,so t hat  he was f or ced t o do odd j obs al ong wi t h i  ) 
J+Ls  * 

my br ot her  and I , Some of  hi s exper i ences ar e r el at ed i n t he 

f ol l owi ng ar t i c l e whi ch I  wr ot e f or  "Cur r ent  L i f e". (I nser t  

ar t i c l e r egar di ng Geor ge) 

i n t he meant i me see t he t hr ee of  us t ook t ur ns at  seeki ng em-> 
pl oyment . We made a nui sance of  our sel ves ar ound t he J apanese 

empl oyment  agency so t hat  we wer e gr eat l y di s l i ked by some of  t he 

empl oyment  o f f i ce manager s. These I ssei  who wer e r unni ng t hese 

empl oyment  agenci es wer e not  i nt er est ed i n good pl acement  or  any 

t hi ng of  t hat  sor t . Thei r  onl y i nt er est  was i n t he 10£ i nt er est  

whi ch t hey r eci ved f or  each pl acement . "¿'hey had no i dea of  t he 

economi c s i t uat i on of  t he Ni s ei . I n most  pl aces t he j ob cal l s f or  

Caucasi an est abl i shment s wer e usual l y gi ven t o a r el at i ve or  a 

f r i end of  t he I ssei  empl oyment  manager , î nce we di d not  have« 

any r oot s i n the J apanese communi t y, we r ecei ved onl y t he cr umbs. 

One empl oyment  agency had a ver y nast y ol d man i n charge  ̂and he 

used to ber at e us i n par t i cul ar  and t he Ni sei  i n gener al  because 

he sai d t hat  we wer e l azy and we di dn't  want  to wor k. J ack got  

i nt o I an ar gument  wi t h hi m and t he man pul l ed out  hi s gun i n hi s 

anger  and st ar t ed t o f l our i sh i t  ar ound. He mushed t owar d J ack 

who was seat ed on t he bench and t he onl y thinfc J ack c ul d do was 

t o l i f t  up hi s f eet  - and t hr ow t he man on hi s back and t hen he 

l ef t  t he o f f i c e. J ack came to our  apar t ment  and sai d t hat  Hi de-

shi na/had a good gonsBt  j ob f or  Geor ge and > and t ol d us to go 

and he t ol d us t hat  f cf  we ever  got  ar ound l ie woul d shotot  us . He 

t hen spr ead t he wor d ar ound wi t h ot her  empl oyment  agenci es t hat  

wexK wer e t r oi bl e maker s ŝo we wer e boycot t ed even f r om t he most  
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Amer i ca i s a l and of  gr eat  oppor t uni t i es , but  f or  
t he Amer i cans of  J apanese descent  t he r oad t o 
economi c i ndependence i s pr ovi ng a t r y i ng and 
di f f i c u l t  one. The aut hor  pr esent s her e a t r ue 
l i f e exper i ence of  a Ni sei  j obseeker  and wi t h def t  
s k i l l  r el at es t he account s of  hi s bi t t er  t r i al s 
and endl ess t r i bul at i ons i n t he busy commer ci al  
cent er  of  t he »vest , San F r anc i sco. 

Even a Ni sei  must  somet i mes wor k.' But  don't  t hi nk i t ' s a c i nch 

t o f i nd a j ob.' I  r emember  how l as t  J une I  r egr et f ul l y y i el ded my 

st at us as a St anf or d st udent , and hopef ul l y st ar t ed out  to make my 

own way i n t hi s mad, mat er i al i s t i c wor l d. 

I  want ed t o get  out  and exper i ence L i f e, i nst ead of  bei ng st uf f ed 

wi t h a l ot  of  t heor et i cal  and i mpr act i cal  nonsense, semest er  af t er  

semest er  t he pr of essor s had been pour i ng educat i onal  s t uf f  down my 

t hr oat , whi ch I  was supposed t o meekl y r egur gi t at e at  t hei r  commands 

dur i ng f i nal s . I  got  mi ght y f ed up wi t h t hi s d i et . I  cr aved- mbr e 

subs i s t ence. L i f e was t oo exc i t i ng f or  me t o be wast i ng my t i me i n 

t hi s manner . I n shor t , I  want ed and needed a year  of  wor k and r es t  

t o t hi nk t hi ngs over  c l ear l y , i n or der  to get  a bet t er  per spect i ve 

of  my f ut ur e. I ' v e been get t i ng pl ent y of  r es t , but  t hat 's get t i ng 

ahead of  my t al e. 

Af t er  a l ei sur el y summer  pi ck i ng f r u i t  i n t he count r y, enj oyi ng 

t he i v i gor at i ng Cal i f o r ni a heat , and gener al l y havi ng a hel l uva jrood 
 ̂ / 

t i me, I  came i nt o San F r anc i sco t o r eal l y get  down t o bus i ness and 

f i nd a st eady j ob. Nat ur al l y I  was f ul l  of  conf i dence and opt i mi sm. 

Who woul dn't  be? � Di dn ' t  I  have a st r ong and heal t hy body wi t h an 

adequat e amount  o f  i nt el l i gence to go wi t h i t ? And wasn't  I  r eady, 

wi l l i ng and abl e t o do pr ac t i cal l y anyt hi ng i n t he way of  gener al  

l abor ? Sur e, and bes i des I  had el even do l l ar s f i n $1 b i l l s ) saf el y 
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t ucked away i n my zi pper  wal l et ; 

I t  was hot  the day I  ar r i ved i n San Fr anci sco awf ul l y hot . 

I n f act  t oo hot  t o l ook f or  a j ob r i ght  away, so I  enj oyed a pl ea-

sant  af t er noon l ooki ng at  t he beaut i f ul  sar ongs on Dot t i e Lamour  i n 

a ni ce ai r - cool ed t heat r e downt own. 

Havi ng not hi ng el se to do af t er war ds, I  dr i f t ed up to J apanese 

t own t o gi ve i t  my f i r s t  once over  and maybe f i nd mysel f  a cheap room 

to r est  t he body f or  the ni ght . 

I  was r el axi ng my dogs at  t he Ni sei  Gr i l l  cont empl at i ng tac-

t i c s f or  t he next  day when who shoul d dr i f t  i n but  - ¿aro, my ol d 

col l ege buddy. 

"Hel l o , J oey1 he gr eet s me. 'What 's doi ng?" 

"Not hi ng much," I  says, "j us t  get t i ng r eady t o l ook f or  a j ob 

t omor r ow. Got  any l eads? I 'm qui t t i ng school  f or  a year  and goi ng 

to wor k. I f  I  save enough, I ' l l  go back to dear  ol d St anf or d next  

f a l l . What  about  you?" 

"Oh, I 'm goi ng to ent er  U.S.F . t hi s t er m," he answer s. "i *o 

gi r l s t her e t o di s t r act  me.1"/ 

Then we went  on f or  about  an hour  di scuss i ng t he summer  event s 

and our  f ut ur e pl ans . Al l  t he whi l e I  kept  t hi nki ng about  how ad-

vent ur ous i t  was goi ng t o be for  me to act ual l y be a wor ki ng s t i f f  

i nst ead of  qui et , bespeckl ed col l ege st udent  conf i ned i n t he 

c l o i s t er s of  an I vor  ̂ Tower . I  was pr et t y smug t hat  eveni ng, I  

guess. 
* 

Wel l , i t  ended, up by J- 'aro dec i di ng t hat  I  shoul d sl eep wi t h hi m 

and hi s br ot her  i n hi s bi g doubl e bed i n an at t i c room up on Gear y 

St r eet . I f  you have ever  s l ept  t hr ee i n a bed, you wi l l  have some 
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i dea of  how s t i f f  we wer e t he next  mor ni ng. 

Af t er  gr abbi ng a bi t e to eat , I  saunt er ed over  to an empl oyment  

agency and t ol d t he manager  I  was r eady t o go to wor k i mmedi at el y. 

"What  ki nd of  j ob do you want ?" he asked. 

"Oh, any ki nd c l er k , st ockboy, of f i ce wor ker , t r uck dr i ver , 

sal esman " 

"But  I 'm so sor r y ," he i nt er r upt ed. "We onl y r ecei ve cal l s f or  

domest i c wor ker s. Now i f  you want  to be a cook or  a houseboy, I  

mi ght  have somet hi ng f or  you." 

"What ? Me do domest i c wor k.' "hat  do you t hi nk I  am a 

s i ssy? Say, i f m a col l ege man and * want  a man's j ob." 

"So sor r y ," he l i s ps , "Next  pl ease." 

I  st ormed out  i n hel pl ess anger  mut t er i ng to mysel f . "Huh, me 

a houseboy.' Not  on your  l i f e.' I ' l l  st ar ve f i r s t . " 

The r est  of  t he J apanese empl oyment  of f i ces al l  had the same 

st or y t o r el at e "Not hi ng but  domest i c wor k t oday." That  ni ght , 

t i r ed and di sappoi nt ed at  my f ai l ur e, I  r et ur ned to Tar o 's r oom. I  

was f eel i ng sor t  of  uneasy. Was t hi s ot her  aver age Ni sei  l i ke mysel f  

wer e f aced wi t h? 1 shook of f  t hi s mood and gayl y pr omi sed mysel f  

success t he next  day. j  

Tar o wel comed me war ml y wi t h, ''gr eet i ngs, pal . What  ki nd of  a 

j ob di d you get  and how much ar e t hey goi ng to pay you?" 

"Wel l , " I  r esponded uncomf or t abl y, "I  haven't  qui t e a j ob yet , 

but  t omor r ow I 'm goi ng to t r y t he Amer i can pl aces, i t ' s no use 

wor di ng f or  a J ap. ¿f el l , i t  t akes t i me to get  a decent  j ob.'" 

That  ni ght , exhaust ed f rom t he day's wal ki ng* I  sl ept  l i ke a 

dog, unmi ndf ul  of  t he cramped space. Br i ght  and ear l y t he next  morn-

i ng. I  went  downtown eager  and sur e of  l andi ng a j ob. I  went  to 
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dozens of  pl aces , I  wal ked unt i l  my f eet  wer e bl i s t er ed and my 

col l ar  wi l t ed. But  no l uck . They al l  had the same ol d st or y 

"Sor r y, no j obs t oday." "Sor r y, hut  we ar en't  t aki ng on any more 

men i n our  f i r m. Busi ness i s l ousy ." r̂  t hey woul d gi ve me a. col d, 

f i shy l ook and say, "We don't  hi r e J aps,"1 

Two weeks of  t hi s and I  began to f eel  sor t  of  l ow. My el even 

dol l ar s had shr unk down to el even cent s and I  had t o do somet hi ng. 

I  was get t i ng mi ght y t i r ed of  a menu of  soup, br ead, and a f ew odds 

and ends. 

One mor ni ng ± met  a Caucasi an f r i end down on Mar ket  St . and he 

t ol d me t hst  t he Nat i onal  Shi r t  shop was l ooki ng f or  a st ockboy. I  

r ushed over  r i ght  away f or  an i nt er vi ew. The manager  r ecei ved me 

pol i t el y enough, but  he sai d he needed an exper i enced boy. 

"Oh, I  can l ear n eas i l y enough," I  sai d. "Ther e's not hi ng com-

pl i cat ed about  l ear ni ng t he dut i es of  a st ockboy. l et  me t r y i t  f or  

a f ew days, won't  you?" 

Frowning and obvi ousl y i l l  at  ease about  somet hi ng, he answer ed, 

"I 'm sor r ,̂ but  we c an't  use you. You'r e too g r een . "/ 

I  knew damn wel l  t hat  maybe i t  was t he r ac i al  i ssue and not  my 

gr eeness whi ch was at  t he bas i s of  hi s r ef usal , but  I  di dn't  say 

anyt hi ng. Lat er  I  f ound out  f r om my Caucasi an f r i end that  he had 
/ 

t al ked wi t h t he manager  who happened to be a cl ose f r i end and t he 

manager  had t ol d hi m t hat  he di dn' t  have anyt hi ng agai nst  me as an 

i ndi v i dual , but  i t  was i mpossi bl e t o gi ve me t he j ob because on Sa-

t ur day mor ni ngs t he st ockboys wer e t r ai ned i n sal eswor k upst ai r s . 

I f  t he publ i c saw me . . . . . a J apanese i n t he pl ace, t hey woul d 

t hi nk t he st or e was a J apanese est abl i shment  ana per haps avoi d doi ng 
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busi ness t her e. 

I t ' s such a v i c i ous c i r c l e: Can't  get  wor k wi t hout  exper i ence. 

Can't  get  exper i ence because you'r e a J ap. And who woul d hi r e a J ap? 

August  and Sept ember  passed. I  had scor es of  si mi l ar  exper i ences. 

I  was bewi l der ed, uncer t ai n, scar ed. Wasn't  I  good f or  anyt hi ng? Was 

oei ng a "J ap" wor se t han havi ng l epr osy? The Caucasi an bosses cer -

t ai nl y act ed t hat  way. Ye gods, do t hey t hi nk I 'm a f i f t h col umni st  

t r yi ng to sabot age t hei r  j o i nt s? 

At  t he begi nni ng of  Oct ober , I  was My st omach over r ul ed 

my pr i de, so I  got  of f  my hi gh hor se and humbl y asked f or  a domest i c 

j ob at  t he J apanese agency wher e I  had appl i ed two mont hs pr evi ous l y. 

I  t ook a houseboy j oo i n a J ewi sh f ami l y f or  f our  dol l ar s per  

week. My dut i es wer e t o cook, wash  ̂ c l ot hes, cl ean t he house, and 

t ake t he dog for  a s t r ol l  ever y af t er noon. The poor  dog t ook an 

awf ul  beat i ng, and I  bet  he never  saw so many al l eys i n al l  hi s ca-

ni ne exi st ence unt i l  I  came al ong. I  di dn't  mi nd al l  t hi s , but  t he 

expl osi on occur r ed af t er  ei ght  days of  pat i ent  wor k. 

One mor ni ng t he l ady of  t he domi ci l e comes i n and sweet l y dr awl s, 

"J oe, I  want  you t o move your  bed down i nt o t he basement  and br i ng 

F i do 's doghouse up to your  r oom. He's got  a col d and I 'm wor r i ed.'" 

The next  j ob was cooki ng for  a German o f f i c i al  and hi s Teut oni c 

c l an. I  worked t hr ee days* Mr s. Ger man Of f i c i al  hur t  my t ender  f eel -

i ngs and f i r ed me because I  used an es?g t o shampoo my cur l y hai r . 

Af t er  al l , I  have t o keep up appear ance, don't  I ? 

Mgiybe t hat  was onl y an excuse because I  don't  t hi nk she l i ked my 

cul i nar y t al ent s , espec i al l y af t er  t he f i r s t  ni ght  when I  t ur ned t he 

r oast  whi ch she was goi ng to f eed to a di st i ngui shed German guest . 



The payof f  was t he next  ni ght , however , when she had her  i nt i mat e 

f r i ends over  for  a weddi ng anni ver sar y di nner  par t y. 

Mr s, Ger man Of f i c i al  was as exci t ed as a 16 year  ol d havi ng her  

f i r s t  dat e. She f ussed ar ound t he k i t chen al l  af t er noon, get t i ng i n 

my hai r . 

"$ow, J oe," she caut i oned, "use my t est  pl at e f or  t he t ur key and 

br i ng i t  t o t he t abl e l i ke t hey do i n t he movi es wi t h poi se and 

di gni t y ." 

"Yes , ma'am," I  mut t er ed, "X wi l l . " 

By ei ght  o 'c l ock , t he gr oup had had suf f i c i ent  l i qui d nour i sh-

ment  under  t hei r  bel t s to l oosen up t hei r  t ongues. I  coul d hear  them 

i n t he f r ont  room r ant i ng aoout  the J ews and pr ai s i ng Hi t l er  and hi s 

moo. F i nal l y t hey sat  down to enj oy my del i c i ous seven cour se t ur key 

di nner  a l a hot el  s t y l e. I  di d a magni f i cent  j ob of  ser vi ng up unt i l  

t he t ur key was r eady t o be car r i ed i n. 

Thi s was my supreme moment  of  t r i umph. I  car ef ul l y hoi st ed t he 

pl at t er  hi gh up i n t he ai r  wi t h the i nt ent i on of  br i ngi ng i t  i nt o t he 

di ni ng room bal ance on one hand. But  t he i âtes wer e agai nst  me. J ust  

as I  r eached t he d̂oor  I  s l i pped, and to my i mmense hor r or , t he t ur key 

and pl at t er  t ook a f l y i ng l eap i nt o t he at mospher e. Not  havi ng t i me 

f or  any t hi nk i ng, I  gr abbed i nst i nct i vel y and wi l dl y and managed to 

cat ch t he huge pl annt er  j ust  bef or e t he bi g cr ash. The t ur key, l ef t  

to i t s own devi ces, made a gr acef ul  t hr ee- poi nt  l andi ng and sl i d 
/ 

acr oss t he car pet  t o Madame's f eet , what  coul d I  do? I  pi cked up 

t he f owl , mut t er ed my apol ogi es, and t ol d her  t hat  I  woul d get  t he 

"ot her " t ur key f r om t he oven. So I  st al ked out  i nt o t he k i t chen, 

wi ped of f  t he el usi ve t ur key wi t h a di sh t owel , and t hen br ought  i t  

i n agai n t hi s t i me wi t hout  di sas t er . The next  mor ni ng I  was 
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gi ven a per manent  l eave of  absence. 

So back to the st r eet s I  went , I  haut i ted t he empl oyment  of f i ce 

f or  wor k, any ki nd of  wor k. I  s t i l l  sought  a j ob wi t h an Amer i can 

f i r m out  my ent husi asm had dampened wi t h so many r ever ses i n t hi s 

di r ec t i on. My spi r i t s r eached a 12>w ebb. Dai l y I  sought  wor k 

l o o k i n g . . . . . l ooki ng but  no j ot . I t  got  so I  coul dn'r  sl eep 

ni ght s . 

I  must  have had qui t e a vacant  l ook on my puss t he mor ni ng t he 

boss of  a J apanese t r ucki ng company suddenl y hai l ed me. 

"Hey, youJ  Want  to wor k t oday? «e need an ext r a hel per ." 

"How much?'1  ̂ eager l y asked. 

"Thr ee bucks ," he shout ed. "Get  on t he t r uck and hel p them pack 

the s t uf f  goi ng back t o J apan f rom t he f a i r . " 

The f or eman put  me to work nai l i ng boxes and car r yi ng chi nawar e 

to some of  t he exper t  packer s. t owar ds t he end of  t he mor ni ng, I  was 

busi l y engaged i n car r yi ng l ar ge vases to t he cases. I  suppose I  was 

so happy t o oe wor ki ng t hat  I  was a l i t t l e car el ess i n handl i ng t he 

del i cat e war es. 

I  remember  j oki ngl y sayi ng to a f el l ow wor ker , "I  i>et  I 'd be out  

of  my day 's pay i f  i  dr opped t hi s one, huh?" 

I  t ossed i t  up and down a f ew t i mes to emphasi ze t he poi nt . At  

t hi s moment  a bal d- headed J apanese o f f i c i al  r an up and exci t edl y l et  

l oose a t or r ent  of  J apanese wor ds at  me. I  coul dn't  under st and hi s 

hi gh c l ass J apanese i al k: and I  di dn't  l i ke hi s bossy at t i t ude, so I  

got  a l i t t l e f r esh and snapped out  wi t h, 

"Okay, okay, can t he chat t er , I ' l l  hur r y up i f  you want  t hi s 

t hi ng so badl y ." 



Lei sur el y I  saunt er ed over  to t he packi ng ease acr oss the room, 

al l  t he whi l e j uggl i ng t he vase whi ch I  woul dn't  l et  t he chat t er i ng 

o f f i c i al  get  ahol d of . The f or eman, hear i ng t he di st ur bance, r ushed 

over  and t ol d me t hat  X was f i r ed. The vase was wor t h ei ght  hundr ed 

smacker s and he sai d I  was t oo car el ess wi t h t he pr oper t y of  t he 

J apanese gover nment . How was I  to know t hat  t he obj ect  was a r ar e, 

expensi ve pi ece of  sat suma war e? 

�°ack to ¿an Fr anci sco I  went  wi t h my mor ni ng's pay i n my pocket . 

A mel anchol y mood descended upon me once mor e. Hel l , I  wasn't  even 

f i t  t o wor k f or  a J apanese. Whi l e I  cr ossed t he br i dge, I  s i l ent l y 

r esol ved to be more humbl e and ear nest  i n f ut ur e occupat i ons. 

Oct ober  was a l ovel y mont h. Remember? - v̂en wi t h my wor r i es , I  

enj oyed t he del i ght f ul  I ndi an summer , - after  r est i ng up f or  a week or  

so i n or der  to r egai n my shat t er ed conf i dence, I  pr epar ed once more 

to t ake up t he bat t l e i n t he economi c wor l d. 

The empl oyment  of f i ce f i nal l y got  t i r ed of  seei ng me l oaf i ng 

ar ound, i 'hey sent  me out  to* a Gr eek r est aur ant  downt own to see about  

a di shwasher 's j ob. The f at  boss hi r ed me and i mmedi at el y st ar t ed me 

of f  on my "pear l - di vi ng" car eer . The soap had so much l ye i n i t  t hat  

i t  bl i s t er ed my hands. I  was wonder i ng how I  woul d be abl e t o st and 

i t  f or  f our t een hour s a day when t he f at  owner  sol ved al l  my pr obl ems. 

He sai d, r f êy, you/ J ap., hur r y up/" 

I  di dn't  l i ke hi s method of  addr essi ng me and t ol d hi m so. . Words 
» • 

l ed to act i on and he pushed me. I  spr awl ed on t he har d concr et e 

f l oor . On the r ebound I  l et  go wi t h a t er r i f i c haymaker , whi ch caught  

t he gl ossy Gr eek f l ush on t he puss . Wi t hout  col l ect i ng my pay, I  made 

a hast y lout  or der l y r eat r eat . Hur r ay f or  me.' 
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The next  day I  got  a j ob as a del i ver y boy f or  a dr ug st or e. 

i?or  two weeks I  worked 10 hour s a day, 60 hour s a week, f or  a sal ar y 

of  $8.78 per  week, minuers 18 cent s for  soc i al  secur i t y . My weekl y 

expenses f or  car f ar e and l unches amounted to two dol l ar s . Even wi t h 

t he gr eat est  of  ski mpi ng, I  coul d not  manage t o l i ve on t he bal ance 

of  <| o.l 0. I  r esi gned to hunt  f or  a bet t er  j ob. 

I  haven't  had a j ob si nce t hen. I  know i t  sounds l i ke I 'm moan-

i ng, but  what  I 'v e sai d i s t he gospel  t r ut h. I  don't  want  any sym-

pat hy. I ' l l  set t l e f or  a hal f  decent  j ob. I  know what  t he empl oyment  

of f i ce .wi l l  have t o say when I  dr op i n. 

"i ou don't  want  t o wor k. *ou r e too choosey and l azy . Al l  

Ni sei  ar e l azy . **ou t hi nk t hat  you'r e too good to wor k l i ke we I ssei  

have done. *ou have no amMt i on, no i ni t i at i ve, et c et c " 

Ent er i ng t he wi nt er  season, t he scor e f oi  me so f ar  st ands at  

f i ve j obs, no hi t s . Wow.' I  guess I ' l l  go to t he show and see Hedy 

LaMar r  make l ove to Cl ar k Gabl e. t omor row i s anot her  day, and I ' l l  

be i n t her e pi t chi ng agai n as usual . The game of  l i f e nor mal l y l ast s 

f or  70 year s, so I 'v e got  pl ent y of  t i me to make a home r un. 

- - Cur rent  L i f e, J an. , 



Things got much toucher for us as wi nter drew on. We often 

had to scrape to get a meal  for the day. We went out on al l  ki nds 

of job cal l s ôn owe owr b̂ut thi s did not br i ng suff i ci ent income. 

J ack f i nal l y took a school  boy j ob. He managed to put some food 

asi de for us dach day dur i ng the period when we were absol utel y 

broke. One day he was caught doing thiSj  so that hi s employer dis-

charged him. We then heard of a job cl eani ng out one of the 

J apanese beer par l ors. We were to get pai d $10 a month to do 

thi s. The three i f us managed to l i ve on thi s for a whi l e because 

we appropri ated eggs and other food stuf fs from that beer pafclor. 

We began to eat at a Fi l i pi no restaurant bedause food was much 

Kfexp cheaper. Thi s food was rather greasy and i t di d not agree 

wi th me> so that I had a sudden attack of appendi ci t i s i n November, 

1940. I di dn't have any money at al l . so I had a di f f i cul t time i n 

gett i ng i nto a hospi tal . Fi nal l y, my si st er 's empl oyer, who was a 
A 

doctor, took me into hi s hospi tal  and performed the appendectomy 

free. I had to borrow money from my former employer and my si ster 

to pay for other hospi tal  expenses. I was not abl e to do any sort 

of work for about a month. 

After I came out of the hospi tal  I began to l ook for a whi te 

col l ar j ob agai n because I fel t that I wasn't gett i ng any pl ace. 

The Xmas season was just star t i ng so I f i nal l y received a J ob as 

a cl erk in one of the art goods stores on Grant Ave. I was sup-

posed to put in 10 to" 12 hours a day, 7 days a week for a sal ary v  ̂ i  

of #50 a month. I di dn't see the sense of working for such 

sl ave l abors so I attempted to tal k some of the other Ni sei boys 

into organi zi ng a uni on. These Ni sei were afrai d to take such 

acti ons because thei r l i vel i hood depended upon i t and they di d 

not think that i t was proper to protest against an I ssei  employer 
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so t hey/ refused to take part i n any organi zat i on movement. My 

empl oyer heard of my act i vi t i es and I was immediatel y di smi ssed. 

I star ted to wal k the streets agai n for another J ob. 

One day I heard that a J apanese f i sh market was l ooki ng for 

a worker. I went down immediatel y and got t hi s j ob. I t was one 

of the di t t i est j obs I 've ever done. I onl y recei ved a sal ary of 

$12.50 a week and I used to soal e those f i shes and l oad them on a 

truck for 10 or 12 hours a day. I j ust coul dn't see the sense of 

doi ng thi s so I f i nal l y gave the j ob up i n di sgust . I t wasn't 

that I was afrai d of hard work; I j ust di dn't l i ke to be expl oi ted 

i n that manner. There di dn't seem to be much of an escape for 

Ni sei ,because the job possi bi l i t i es were so l i mi t ed. The regi s-

t r at i on for sel ect i ve servi ce f i r st started i n December, 1940. At 

that time I fel t that possi bl y the Army woul d be the answer so I 

went down to vol unteer,< ôr the second time )̂ I was < ĝain r̂efused 

because the sergeant sai d that I was not el i gi bl e)due to my race. 

Thi s sort of answer made me boi l  i nsi de but there was nothi ng I 

coul d do about i t . I was oonscious of the fact that the worl d 

seemed to be dr i f t i ng toward another war and I fel t that thi s 

country would eventual l y become i nvol ved. I di dn't fol l ow worl d 

pol i t i cs too cl osel y at that time because I was too busy t ryi ng to 

make my own l i vi ng. 

Dur i ng that wi nter I di d al l  sort of odd j obs and somehow 

managed to get by. I took several  ci vi l  servi ce tests and I was 

pl aced upon an el i gi bl e l i st but a cal l  for me never di d come 

through unt i l  af ter I .was i n camp. 

I n the spr i ng George, J ack and I l i ned up a job to wash al l  

of the windows of a J apanese garage. These windows had not been 

washed for several  years and they were covered wi th grease. We 

I  � HĤ BHHĤ H Hflfl  
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had to buy our own equipment to do thi s j ob. The contract cal l ed 

for a window washing j ob for which we woul d be paid #6. The job 

was harder than we expected i t to be and i t took us about 14 hours 

before i t was- completed. Then i t suddenl y began to rai n. The 

,ISLsei wi fe then di dn't want to pay us for our work and that cer-

tai nl y got /angry because wexa were gett i ng l ess than $2 each for 

doing that j ob. I t seems that al l  the I ssei  I worked for were 

stingy wi th thei r money and they did not have a conscience about 

expl oi t i ng Ni sei workers because they hel d the upper hand>  ̂

Dur i ng t̂ne spri ng of »41, I did a ser i es of j obs but I never 

l asted more than a week at any of them. I worked i n a J apanese 

hotel  for 2 days. I worked i n a tofu. factoi y for about a week. 

I worked for several  of the J apanese t ransfer companies. I hel ped 

in a J apanesel laundry for a day or so. {̂descr i be these jobs in 

V 
detai l  aad the Ni sei connected wi th thi s workV I even was offered 

a job to work as a reporter for the New World Sun, but I turned 

down the of fer when I found that my wage woul d be $35 a month pl us 
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About  t hi s t i me I  met  Wi l l i am Sar oyan t hr ough an acc i dent al  

cont act  because he was i nt er est ed i n t he i£i sej . pr obl ems. I t  was 

t hr ough hi s i nf l uence t hat  my phi l osophy on l i f e cfcainged dr as t i cal l y 

f or  a whi l e. I  had been r at her  di scour aged by my f ai l ur e to achi eve 

economi c s t abi l i t y ;but  Spoyan emphasi zed t he phi l osophy t hat  every-

t hi ng was good and beaut i f ul  and t hat  one shoul d expand one's exper -

i ences as br oadl y as poss i bl e, f̂ t er  my meet i ng wi t h hi m I  deci ded 

t o f ol l ow hi s advi ce} so I  went  down t̂ o t he wat er f r ont  i n or der  t o 
,, ' (0 __ 

enl i s t  i n the Mer chant  Mar i nes, however , t he Uni on di d not  per mi t  any-

one of  or i ent al  ancest r y t o j oi n ŝo t hat  t hi s poss i bi l i t y was el i mi -

nat ed. I  next  at t empt ed to get  i nt o canner y wor k up i n Al aska but  

t her e was so much compet i t i on f or  j obs of  t hi s sor t  t hat  I  was not  

abl e t o get  a cal l  due t o my l i mi t ed exper i ence. 

Unce more I  went  oack to my hand to mouth exi st ence b̂ut  t hi ngs 

wer e not  so bad af t er  t hi s because I  began to l ook upon my exper i ences 

more opt i mi s t i cal l y . *1or  a whi l e I  worked as a j ani t or  i n a J apanese 

beer  par l or ; but  t hi s was not  enough to suppor t  me ent i r el y . I  was 

r at her  di sor gani zed t hr oughout  t hi s per i od and * spent  a gr eat  deal  

of  my t i me at  t he gambl i ng cl ub i n or der  to i ncr ease my f i nanc i al  

r et ur ns , wi t hout  much success, ^t  was al so dur i ng t hi s per i od t hat  

I  wor ked wi t h a J apanese t r ucki ng concer n at  t he J apanese pavi l i on at  

the Wor l d's â i r . Our  j ob was t o unl oad t he exhi bi t s comi ng f r om 

J apan. I  was unawar e t hat  t he vases we wer e handl i ng wer e so expen-

s i ve and I  became r at her  car el ess . The J apanese commi ssi oner  of  t he 

Fai r  di d not  appr ove'of  my at t i t ude} so t hat  my t er mi nat i on not i ce was 

qui cj ul y ser ved, - ĥe owner  of  t he t r uck company, however , r eal i zed 

t hat  t he mi sunder st andi ng had been caused chi ef l y because of  t &e l ack 

of  under st andi ng of  t he "J apanese l anguagef  so t hat  he gave me a | 2 a 

day j ob to hel p bui l d hi s home down i n Gi l r oy. ^̂  
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I n t he meant i me, I  di dn't  know what  I  was goi ng t o do af t et  re-
) 

t ur ni ng to San F r anc i sco. My appl i cat i on t o t he soci al  wel f ar e 

cur r i cul um had not  been answer ed so t hat  t he pr ospedt s di d not  l ook 

pr omi si ng. I  di dn' t  car e t o go t hr ough anot her  wi nt er  of  such un-

cer t ai n l i v i ng so I  made t ent at i ve pl ans to wor k my way east  i n or der  

to f i nd a j ob and possi bl y save up enough money t o do gr aduat e wor k. 

Thi s was not  necessar y ; because a t el egr am suddenl y ar r i ved f r om t he 

gr aduat e school  at  U.C. sayi ng t hat  I  had been accept ed as a st udent . 

I  i mmedi at el y packed al l  my bel ongi ngs and qui t  t he peach pi ck i ng j ob. 

I  had about  *56 sr ved up f or  t he summer 's workyand I  made ar r ange-
t  

ment s f or  a t 300 l oan t o see nyjr  t hr ough the school  year . 

^ «̂h en I  got  on t he campus, 1 qui ckl y r eadj ust ed mysel f  back to 

the st udent  l i f e . I  di scover ed t hat  the basi s of  t he school 's r efu-

sal  of  admi ssi on was because i t  coul d not  f i nd a f i el d wor k pl acement  

f or  me. Up to t hat  t i me al l  st udent s of  or i ent al  ancest r y had been 

assi gned case l oads i n the agency whi ch car r i ed a number  of  Chi nese 

and J apanese, "hen i t  came my t ur n to r ecei ve a pucl i c agency assi gn-

ment  f or  f i el d wor k t r ai ni ng, I  r ef used t o accept  a case l oad of  t hi s 

nat ur e, -̂ fter  sever al  conf er ences, t he super vi sor  deci ded to al l ow me / 

to car r y a case l oad l i k e any ot her  begi nni ng st udent . I n al l  t he 

weeks t hat  f ol l owed I  never  had a s i ngl e i nst ance of  di f f i c u l t y as 

the c l i ent s al l  accept ed me as a r egul ar  case wor ker . My school  ad-

j ust ment s on t he whol e wer e ver y good.? and I  managed to make sat i sf ac-

t or y pr ogr ess. I t ŵas my i nt ent i on, t o obt ai n my cer t i f i cat e i n soci al  

wor k and t hen cont i nue i mmedi at el y f or  t he M.A. degr ee. 

F i nanc i al l y , i t  was a much mor e di f f i c u l t  mat t er  f or  me t o get  

adj ust ed on t he campus b e c a u s e X never  had enough ifaoney to l i ve on a 

l i ber al  ouaget . I  got  i n t ot h 2 ot her  J SjLa&L boys and we r ent ed out  

t he f r ont  of  an ol d bar ber  shop and conver t ed i t  i nt o our  l i v i ng 



quar t er s. We onl y pai d $10 a mont h r ent f or  t he 3 of  us. Our  f ood 

"budget  was onl y about  $9 a month each so t hat  we wer e l i v i ng most  

economi cal l y, n̂ some mont hs we onl y spent  about  «»>14 a mont h f or  

room and boar d. We woul d cook up huge pot s of  st ew i n a t ucket  and 

eato t hat  f or  hal f  a week and t hen cook anot her  bucket  of  beans and 

eat  i t  f or  t he r est  of  t he week. < ôme of  our  f r i ends f el t /sor r y f or  

us but  t hey wer e wast i ng t hei r  sympat hi es because we di d not  f eel  \  / 

t hat  we wer e par t i cul ar l y unf or t unat e  ̂ si nce we al l  bel i eved t hat  i t  

was wor t h whi l e sac r i f i c i ng i n or der  to r ecei ve an educ at i o n  ̂

Whi l e X was on the campus I  became acquai nt ed wi t h a group of  

J Hsei  for  t he f i r s t  t i me b̂ut  the r esul t s wer e not  f avor abl e. I  soon 

di scover ed t hat  most  of  t he Hi sei  st udent s wer e qui t e l i mi t ed i n 

t hei r  out l ook and t hey di d not  car e to mi x i n wi t h t he gener al  st udent  

body. 1 di d not  wi sh t o be segr egat ed on t he campus  ̂ so t hat  I  began 

to avoi d t he Hi sei  gr oup ent i r el y . Most  of  my f r i ends wer e f el l ow 

st udent s i n t he wel f ar e cur r i cul um.,and I  used to v i s i t  them qui t e 

of t en. Ther e wer e sever al  of  J ewi sh or i gi n ând i t  was t hr ough them 

t hat  I  became more acquai nt ed wi t h the J ewi sh r out h pr obl ems. Ther e 

was al so a Swedi sh gi r l  wi t h whom I  was $ui t e f r i endl y ând we used to 

go out  t oget her  qui t e of t en. Thi s br ought  about  a sever e cr i t i c i sm 

by the Ml f i &i  st udent s, because t hey f el t  t hat  i t  was not  des i r abl e f or  

any soci al  mi xi ng of  t hat  nat ur e t o t ake pl ace. I  j ust  i gnor ed them,, 

because 1 f el t  t hat  t hey wer e the ones who wer e l os i ng out . 

Hot  al l  of  t he Hi &f i i  st udent s on t he campus wer e of  t hi s conser -

vat i ve gr oup. Ther e wer e sever al  who at t empt ed to be qui t e l i ber al  

i n t hei r  out l ook ând t hey wer e al l  l abel ed as "r adi cal s " and "queer s" 

by t he gener al  j j i sei  st udent s j ust  because t hey j oi ned var i ous campus 

cl ubs whi ch not  excl us i vel y composed of  Hi sei  st udent s, borne of  

them wer e qui t e po l i t i cal l y consci ous and t hey wer e i n t he habi t  of  



j oi ni ng pol i t i cal  di scussi on gr oups. I t  was t hi s smal l  group whi t fh 

t oo£ over  t he l eader shi p of  the 5j LS&i  st udent s on t he campus af t er  t he 

out br eak of  t he war . ^̂  

I n one of  my c l asses dur i ng t he ear l y wi nt er  of  1941 I  at t empt ed 

to make an anal ys i s of  t he J i s e i  st udent s on t he campus, and I  concl u-

ded t hat  t hey wer e a sor r y l o t . I  suppose t hat  I  was par t i cul ar l y 

sever e on them because t hey di d not  act  i n t he way I  expect ed them 

t o. I  coul d not  under st and t hat  t hei r  f ami l y backgr ound had cont r i -

but ed most l y to t he devel opment  of  t hei r  r eser ve p̂er sonal i t y. Ther e 

was a gr eat  deal  of  cul t ur al  conf l i ct si  wi t hi n t hei r  homei  of  whi ch I  

was t ot al l y unawar e. The t hi ng t hat  i r r i t at ed me was t hat  most  of  

them sat  on the f ence po l i t i c al l y and t hey t ended to i dent i f y them-

sel ves as J apanese r at her  t han Amer i can. They i sol at ed t hemsel ves on 

t he campus, and t hei r  pr i mar y i nt er est  wer e i n soci al  ac i t i v i t i es . 

They wer e unabl e to r eal i ze t he economi c pl i ght  whi ch f aced them upon 

gr aduat i on. Ther e wer e some #10 f el t  t hat  most  of  t he ŝ e i ĉ o l l ege 

gr aduat es woul d have to r et ur n to agr i cul t ur al  pur sui t s because t her e 

was l i t t l e chance f or  them to ent er  i nt o t he busi ness wor l d out si de 

of  t he J apanese communi t y. A f ew of  t he î s ei  st udent s wer e speci al -

i zi ng i n agr i cul t ur e and t hey f el t  t hat  i f  t he Ni sei  ent er ed t he 

cooper at i ve movement , t hey coul d make a gr eat  success out  of  f ar mi ng. 

y t <J ( • 
< The pr obl em was much mor e di f f i c ul t  f or  t he ur ban wor ker , i he 
\  t  ' I ssei  

gener al  out l ook was qui t e p i t i f ul âs over  95% of  cal l s f or  mm 

and Hi sei  wor ker s wer e f or  domest i c wor k. Onl y a f ew wer e abl e t o 

get  j obs such as st ock boys, messenger  ̂ bookkeeper s, et c. Many of  

t he HIbj l L wer e goi ng i nt o c i v i l  ser vi ce wor k}as t hat  seemed t o be t he 

best  out l ook. The r es t  dr i f t ed i nt o casual  j obs whi hh di d not  gi ve 

them an oppor t uni t y to ut i l i ze t hei r  t r ai ni ng. A f ew pr of essi onal  

peopl e wer e r equi r ed by t he J apanese communi t y, but  t hi s f i el d was 
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qui ckl y sat ur at ed. I t  was gener al l y agr eed among t he t hi nk i ng Ni sei  

t hat  they shoul d make a st r ong ef f or t  t o get  i nt o Caucasi an f  i rms  ̂

out  nobody knew exact l y how t hi s coul d be done ;s i nce t her e had never  

beenj a pr ecedent  set  f or  i t . Ver y f ew of  t he Ni sei  on t he campus wer e 

i nt er est ed i n sk i l l ed occupat i  ons si ne e t hey al l  want ed to be whi t e 

col l ar  wor ker s. 

because of  the gener al  i nabi l i t y t o f ace t hi s economi c pr obl em, 

t he vast  maj or i t y of  t he Ni sei  i n col l ege at t empt ed t o escape from 

t he r eal i t y by t r y i ng to i mi t at e the Caucasi an col l ege st udent  i n 

soci al  ac t i v i t i es . The J apanese St udent  Cl ub on the campus hel d i t s 

own Bi g Game r al l y and dances and t bey at t empt ed to f unct i on al ong 

sor or i t y and f r at er ni t y house l i nes . I t  was onl y t he sons and dau-

ght er s of  t he bet t er  of f  J apanese f ami l i es who wer e abl e t o l i ve i n 

t he J apanese St udent  houses., becaus e most  of  t he f i i sei  st udent s on t he 

campus coul d not  af f or d t he w40 a month room and boar d char ge. They 

wer e al l  l i v i ng on a mi ni mum oudget  of  bet ween v20 and 3̂0, par t i cu-

l ar l y /t hose Ni sei  st udent s r̂ om t he agr i cul t ur al  ar easN  ̂

/ A s t he f al l  semest er  dr ew to a c l ose, I  di scover ed t hat  I  had 

ver y l i t t l e cont act  wi t h the î s ei  st udent s on t he campus ând most  of  

my i nf or mat i on was obt ai ned f r om my room mat es, i n one of  my c l asses 

1 had been assi gned to wr i t e a paper  on t he per sonal i t y of  t he J SLi&ai ., 

so t hat  I  made some at t empt  to cont act  di f f er ent  t ypes of  st udent s i n 

or der  t o gai n f ur t her  i nf or mat i on. I  di scover ed t hat  most  of  t he 

st udent s wer e qui t e i nsecur e and t hey di d not  know what  they wer e go-

i ng to do i n t he f ut ur e, (see at t ached paper ) 

# 



"BOLE OF CULTURE I N PERSONALI TY" 
(The Second Gener at i on J apanese) 

Thi s paper  was wr i t t en on Oct ober  17, 1941 f or  
S.W. 205 cl ass at  t he Uni ver s i t y of  Cal i f or ni a. 

L i mi t i ng mysel f  t o a s i ngl e cul t ur al  gr oup, t he J apanese i n t he 

Bay Ar ea, t hi s paper  wi l l  be an at t empt  to show some of  t hi s pr ocess 

of  cul t ur al  cl ash and change and i t s i nf l uences upon t he per sonal i t y . 

Thi s wi l l  be done wi t h t he consci ousness t hat  t he per sonal i t y con-

f l i c t s of  t he J apanese i n Amer i ca i s not  an uni que s i t uat i on, but  a 

phase of  t he r api d cul t ur al  changes and r esul t ant  di sor gani zat i on of  

t he wi der  Amer i can Soc i et y . Any i nt er pr et at i ons made wi l l  be i n t er ms 

of  the ¿an Fr anci sco J apanese, my own home, and t hose I  have obser ved 

on t hi s campus. 

Bear ed under  a dual  syst em of  cul t ur al  symbol s, t he second gen-

er at i on J apanese Amer i can or  Ni sei  (Nee- say) gr oup has been moul ded 

i nt o a dual i t y of  per sonal  i ty- - a di vi ded sel f  wi t h al l  i t s i mpl i ca-

t i ons . Some of  t he f or ces have been good, some har mf ul . St onequi st  

cal l s t he pr oduct  of  two di vi ded cul t ur es, whi ch bel ong t o nei t her  

gr oup, t he Mar gi nal  Man. 

On t he J apanese s i de, our  par ent s br ought  wi t h t hem t he cul t ur e 

of  a semi - f eudal  count r y whi ch was s t abl e, al t hough s t at i c , and one 

of  aut hor i t ar i an cont r ol , a syst em i n whi ch the f ami l y was most  im-

por t ant  and t he i ndi v i dual  s i gni f i cant  onl y as a member  of  hi s gr oup. 

Bel at i  onshi ps wer e i nt i mat e, c l ose, per sonal , '̂ he f ami l y name was 

/ 

val ued above al l  ear t hl y possess i ons, mal es supposedl y supreme due 

t o t hei r  di r ect  descent  f r om t he Sun Goddess. (The J apanese al so be-
t  

l i eved t hat  t hey ar e a heavenl y chosen peopl e. ) Cust©ms and t r adi -

t i ons wer e r i gi d, mar r i age was f or  t he pur pose of  car r yi ng on t he 

f ami l y l i ne and, t her ef or e, t he concer n o f  t he f ami l y /el der s . I n 



br i ef , i t  was a soci et y wher e t he i ndi v i dual  was submerged i nt o a 

st r i c t  f ami l y uni t . 

St eppi ng i nt o t he mi dst  of  a gi gant i c economi c syst em of  expl oi -

t at i on of  l abor  i n Cal i f or ni a by t he l ar ge l and Bar ons, t he f i r s t  

gener at i on J apanese gr adual l y bought  t hei r  own far ms or  dr i f t ed i nt o 

t he c i t y , i nt o t he segr egat ed sl ums. I t  was i n t hese t i ny rooms be-

hi nd the shops i n the sl ums that  t he c l ash of  t r adi t i ons and t he 

moul di ng of  per sonal i t y began sl owl y t o embr oi l  as t he Ni sei  gr ew up. 

The symbol  val ues of  t he Ni sei  ar e nei t her  ent i r el y J apanese nor  

Amer i can. Many of  t he val ues of  the two cul t ur es ar e conf l i c t i ng, 

maki ng choi ce a t er r i f i c s t r uggl e. On t hi s campus t her e ar e many ex-

ampl es of  t he Ni sei  wi t h ser i ous per sonal i t y mal adj ust ment s due to 

t hei r  i nabi l i t y t o cope wi t h t he i nt er nal  and ext er nal  conf l i c t s . 

Because t he second gener at i on ar e such a young gr oup, f ew st udi es 

have been made of  t hem. Ther ef or e, I  wi l l  have t o r el y chi ef l y on 

per sonal  obser vat i ons as i nt er pr et ed f rom my r eadi ngs i n t hi s cour se. 

Unl i ke the st abl e syst em i n J apan, t he Ni sei  ar e l i v i ng i n an 

ever  changi ng soc i et y; t hey do not  have t he st abi l i t y of  or gani zat i on 

under  whi ch t hei r  par ent s l i ved. Besi des the t r adi t i onal  t ype of  

f ami l y di sc i pl i ne t hat  t hei r  par ent s have at t empt ed t o i nf l i c t  upon 

t hem, t he Ni sei  have l ear ned of  a di f f er ent , more democr at i c pr oce-

dur e i n t he school s. I n gener al , t he Amer i can val ues have been 

st r onger . The Ni gei  have assi mi l at ed many of  t he Amer i can cul t ur al , 

symbol s due to t hi s t hor ough condi t i oni ng by t he Amer i can educat i onal  

syst em. But  the st r uggl e i s by no means over . They have been f or ced 

to go t o t he J apanese Language school s wher e t̂ hey ar e i nf used wi t h 

t he J apanese cul t ur e. The i nconsi st enci es of  the two conf l i c t i ng 

cul t ur es have been numer ous, and many have r ebel l ed. 



The cul t ur al  conf l i c t s var y i n degr ee of  bi t t er ness bet ween t he 

f i r s t  gener at i on J apanese and the Ni sei  i n t he home. The f i r s t  gen-

er at i on ar e desper at el y t r y i ng to hol d on t o t hei r  chi l dr en, who, on 

t he ot her  hand, r ebel  agai nst  t he ol d- f ashi oned aut ocr at i c f ami l y 

cont r ol , t r adi t i onal  i n t he Or i ent al  pat t er n of  l i f e . Many of  t he 

Ni sei  do not  even have a suf f i c i ent  speaki ng abi l i t y of  J apanese t o 

car r y on conver sat i on wi t h t hei r  par ent s, wher eas most  of  t he J apan-

ese par ent s know l i t t l e Engl i sh. The par ent s have l i t t l e i n common 

wi t h the J t i i sevin hi s i nt er est s and bel i ef s . They woul d l i ke t he 

Ni sei  to devel op J apanese t r ai t s such as modest y and suppr essi on of  

t he emot i ons, whi l e t he Amer i can cul t  care i nf l uences t he Ni sei  t o be 

ext r over t , i ndi v i dual i s t i c , and out spoken. The par ent s ar e nat ur al l y 

sympat het i c t o J apan and t hey get  t he J apanese gover nment  i nt er pr et a-

t i ons of  po l i t i c al  event s, as r el eased to t he J apanese l anguage 

sect i on of  t he dai l y newspaper s; wher eas t he Ni sei  onl y r ead t he 

Engl i sh sect i on wi t h i t s democr at i c sent i ment s. Thi s has r esol ved 

i t s el f  i nt o many di sput es i n t he home l i f e of  many of  t he Ni sei . 

I n the simpl e home l i f e, standards between the two groups di f fer 

on such thi ngs as foods, ideas of sex, bathi ng pract i ces, manners, 

cl othes and makeup, and many other thi ngs which are accepted i n the 

purel y Caucasi an American home. The conf l i ct often becomes bi t ter 

when at t i tudes are i nvol ved. 

T h e Ni sei  gi r l s wi t h har dl y an except i on r esent  mal e domi nat i on 

as pr act i ced by the f i r s t  gener at i on mal es, and t hey ar e not  backwar d 

i n showi ng t hat  r esent ment . The Ni sei  mal e, al t hough he advocat es 

gr eat er  f r eedom f or  the woman, s t i l l  has been i nf l uenced by t he J apan-

ese concept  of  mal e super i or i t y . The gi r l s al so r esent  t he st r i ct  

J apanese t r adi t i on of  mot her - i n- l aw cont r ol  over  t hei r  mar i t al  l i f e , 



they wish to l i ve according to the American pract i ces. Thi s has 

created some ser i ous problems as the f i rst generati on interpret such 

actions as further evidence that the - Nisei  are i ndi scr i mi natel y 

throwing asi de the inherent J apanese idea of fami l y rel at i onshi ps. 

The - Nisei  are vi ol ent l y opposed to the J apanese system of forced 

marriages as arranged by "go- betweens" and the parents, ĥe negotia-

t i ons are carr i ed on secretl y wi thout the invol ved pai r bei ng gi ven 

much opportuni ty to pass judgment on the sui tabi l i t y of the other. 

Where no choice i s al l owed ser i ous personal i ty conf l i cts may resul t . 

A few weeks ago the J apanese l anguage paper reported a case near 

Sacramento of a Ni sei gi r l  #10 committed sui ci de rather than be forced 

into a marriage wi th an unknown f i r st generat i on J apanese. 

This i s an extreme case as such i nstances now occur i nfrequentl y 

because of the ter r i f i c struggl e which the Ni sei have put up against 

thi s pract i ce. The parents have made concessions and today the func-

t i on of the "go- between" i s merely to act as the representat i ve of a 

Ni sei couple who have made thei r own choi ce. In the rural  areas of 

thi s state, however, there i s st i l l  a great deal  of the other system 

in modi fi ed form, - v̂en now, the "go- between" wi l l  check up on the 

fami l y hi story for the past hundred years to insure the parents 

agai nst any tai nt i ng of thei r fami l y l i ne. The Ni sei cotp l e who 

el opes i s pract i cal l y ostraci zed by the ol der generat i on. 

The symbol  of rel i gi on has a wide var i ety of meanings for the 

Ni sei . The Western rel i gi on appears to be concerned primari l y wi th 

si n, whi l e the Or i ental  phi l osophi es stress the more pl easant things 

i n l i f e. Al though most 'of the Ni sei have broken away from the Buddhi st 

rel i gi on of thei r parents and adopted Chr i st i ani ty, they have found 

sat i sfact i on i n nei ther . They have not found a workabl e sol ut i on i n 



f i  

ei t her  and consequent l y t her e i s a t endency f or  them t o become i r r e-

l i gi ous . (Unl ess t hey use i t  as a r ef uge from t he pr obl ems of  t he 

inccaas i s t ent  wor l d pr essi ng i n upon t hem.) v̂en i n t he Buddhi st  re-

l i gi on west er n i nf l uences have ent er ed so t hat  i t  i s a queer  mi xt ur e 

of  the &as t  and ês t . 

The i mmedi at e bar r i er s , however , of  the out si de soci et y have 

cont r i but ed chi ef l y t o t he ser i ous Ni sei  per sonal i t y di sor gani zat i on. 

The f act or  of  r ace and di scr i mi nat i on evol vi ng out  of  t he Amer i can 

cast e and c l ass soci et y has a di r ect  bear i ng on t he Ni sei  mal adj ust -

ment s. Adopt i ng t he Amer i can symbol s o f  st at us, t he Ni sei  ar e now 

f aced wi t h the quest i on that  per haps t hi s pat t er n of  oppor t uni t y he 

l ear ned i n school  i s not  for  hi m. To some, t he exi st ence of  di scr i -

mi nat i on was r eal i zed gr adual l y; t o many i t  came as a sudden shock. 

I n my own case i t  was f i r s t  exper i enced af t er  I  f i ni shed hi gh school  

and came down to San Fr anci sco f r om a smal l  r ur al  town wher e t hey had 

no ot her  Or i ent al s . I 'hus, vihen an unt hi nki ng bar ber  r ef used me a 

hai r cut  and f or ced me out  o f  hi s shop because I  was a "J ap", t he 

shock of  l ear ni ng t hat  I  was "di f f er ent " f i l l ed me wi t h anger , hur t , 

bewi l der ment  and a var i et y of  ot her  mi xed f eel i ngs . / 

I n the f ace of  t hese exper i ences, many of  t he Ni sei  have become 

over - sensi t i ve, r i ant  poi nt s out  t hat  t he r eal i zat i on of  di f f er ence 

of t en r esul t s i n r ebel l i on as shown by such symptoms as def i ance, 

f ear , anxi et y, uncer t ai nt y, ner vousness, r est l essness , and chr oni c 

pessi mi sm. Many of  t he Ni sei  f eel  t hat  t hey ar e bei ng per secut ed. 

I  have at t ended many of  t he Ni sei  di scussi on gr oups on t he campus 

si nce enr ol l i ng t hi s year  and t he gener al  under t one of  al l  t hese 

meet i ngs appear s to be one of  bi t t er ness , hopel essness, and f ear  of  

di scr i mi nat i on. As a gr oup, t hey ar e conf used. The f act  t hat  t hey 



ar e phys i cal l y "di f f er ent " makes t hei r  ass i mi l at i on i nt o t he domi nant  

Amer i can pat t er n di f f i c ul t  because of  t he pr evai l i ng at t i t udes t owar ds 

the "co l or " symbol , accent uat ed because of  t he pr esent  po l i t i c al  

st r uggl es i n the wor l d. But  t he Ni sei  l ooks at  t he pr obl em wi t h a 

l i mi t ed and per sonal  per spect i ve. I t  i s har d f or  them to r econc i l e 

democr acy wi t h pr ej udi ce and t he f act  t hat  t hey c an't  go to cer t ai n 

bowl i ng al l eys , bar ber  shops, swi mmi ng pool s, and hot el s . They r e-

sent  the Ber kel ey housi ng covenant s whi ch pr event  ̂ t hei r  par ent s f r om 

buyi ng pr oper t y i n cer t ai n r es t r i c t ed ar eas. Al l  of  t hese t hi ngs, 

i mpor t ant  or  uni mpor t ant , do cont r i but e t o t hei r  mi xed emot i ons and 

per sonal i t y compl exes. They have not  accept ed the super i or - i nf er i or  

symbol , but  t hey have not  yet  wor ked out  an accept abl e sol ut i on. 

The pl i ght  of  t he Ni sei  i s espec i al l y c r i t i cal  now. They ar e 

now comi ng of  age i n Cal i f or ni a (whi ch has 70$ of  the t ot al  J apanese 

popul at i on i n t he cont i nent al  Uni t ed St at es) at  a t i me when t her e i s 

a gr eat  di s l ocat i on i n our  Amer i can economi c l i f e . I nf used wi t h t he 

Amer i can symbol  of  oppor t uni t y for  al l  and t he des i r e t o i mpr ove t he 

"i nf er i or  economi c st at us" of  t hei r  par ent s, t he Ui sei  have pour ed 

i n gr eat  number s i nt o the Uni ver s i t i es of  the st at e to get  "educat ed." 

(Accor di ng t o a sur vey I  made r ecent l y (f or  the Cal i f or ni a St at e De-

par t ment  of  - p̂l oyment , I  f ound t hat  97.7 76 of  the ¿an Fr anci sco 

Bi sei  ar e hi gh school  gr aduat es, of  whi ch 60% have gone i nt o co l l ege.) 

How t hey ar e begi nni ng to pour  out  of  t he c l oi st er ed I vor y Tower  ex-
/ 

i st ence of  col l ege l i f e, "onl y to f i nd t hat  t her e appar ent l y i s not  a 

pl ace f or  them i n t he - «mperican economi c soc i et y. Caucasi an empl oyer s 

won't  hi r e t hem because of  the cur r ent  at t i t udes agai nst  t he J apan-

ese�based upon t he past  t r adi t i ons of  t he f eel i ngs agai nst  t he ear l i er  

J apanese i mmi gr ant s and the pr esent  di sf avor  of  t he po l i t i cal  connect -



i ons of  J apan. Ther e i s an appar ent  l ack of  di s t i nc t i on bet ween t he 

J apanese of  J apan, and the Amer i cans of  J apanese ancest r y, l ar gel y 

due to f ac i al  r esembl ance. 

Lar gel y i nexper i enced and nai ve, t he Ni sei  keenl y f eel  t he re-

f usal  of  oppor t uni t i es i n Def ense j obs and i n t he gener al  Amer i can 

busi ness wor l d. The onl y oppor t uni t y t hat  t hey ar e gi ven to pr ove 

t hei r  l oyal t y t o Amer i ca i s i n t he sel ect i ve ser vi ce wher e l ar ge num-

ber s of  t he î s ei  ar e maki ng excel l ent  r ecor ds, ¿'or  t he ot her s t he 

onl y other  al t er nat i ve has been up to t he pr esent  t i me to dr i f t  back 

i nt o t he dead end j obs of  t he J apanese communi t y. Thus I  f ound t hat  

15  ̂ of  t he gr oup I  st udi ed ar e al r eady col l ege gr aduat es, but  who ar e 

wor ki ng f or  an aver age wage of  $60.00 a month for  an aver age t en hour  

day. The chi ef  t ypes of  wor k of f er ed t o them by Caucasi ans ar e 

l ar gel y i n domest i c wor k. The r esul t i ng f eel i ng of  f r ust r at i on and 

i nabi l i t y t o sol ve t hei r  economi c pl i ght  has r eact ed har mf ul l y on t he 

i ndi vi dual  per sonal i t y adj ust ment  of  t he Ni s ei . / 

On one ext r eme a l ar ge number  of  t he Ni sei  ar e t r y i ng t o be i n-

t ensel y "Amer i can." They have compl et el y adopt ed "Amer i can" conven-

t i ons; but  t hi s does not  seem t o be a sol ut i on to t hei r  di f f i c ul t i es . 

They ar e not  "accept ed" by the i omi nant  gr oup as "Amer i cans ." Some 

tend to be ashamed of  t hei r  par ent s and t hei r  cul t ur e; ot her s ar e 

at t empt i ng t o adj us t  t hemsel ves t o bot h set s of  conf l i c t i ng val ues . 

Some have f caai ai i f f l  t aken a more passi ve r eact i on and embraced r el i gi on 

st r ongl y f or  t hei r  answer . 
/ 

On t he ot her  ext r eme, i n much smal l er  number s, are t he Ni sei  who 

t end or pr et end t o accep.t  t hei r  par ent s ' J apanese t r adi t i ons . Many 

t o not  di f f er  not i ceabl y f r om t hei r  el der s i n at t i t udes and bel i ef s . 

They ar e what  i s known as bei ng "J apanesy ." '̂ hey accept  t he pr act i ce 
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of  ar r anged mar r i ages and ot her  cust oms of  J apan. Most  ar e unhappy, 

but  t hey r emai n submi ssi ve and Or i ent al  i n t hei r  out l ook on l i f e . 

Those of  t hi s gr oup on the Campus t end t o bur y t hemsel ves i n t hei r  

st udi es and make excel l ent  gr ades, bat soc i al l y t hey ar e i mmat ur e. 

The maj or i t y o f  t he Ni s ei  bel ong to nei t her  of  t hese two ex-

t r emes, but  move more or  l ess conf usedl y bet ween t hem. They ar e t he 

t r ue "mar gi nal  man" or  "cul t ur al  hybr i d," many of  whom ar e t o be 

f ound i n t he var i ous mi nor i t y gr oups of  Amer i ca. L i ke most  of  t hem, 

t he Ni sei  ar e t r yi ng to overcome the cur r ent  symbol  of  st at us on a 

col or  bas i s , whi l e at  t he same t i me t hey t r y t o achi eve a "hi gher  

c l ass s t at us ." ' ĥus, t hey accept  symbol s f r om one set  of  val ues f or  

some t hi ngs, and r ej ect  i t  i n f avor  of  anot her  set  of  symbol s f or  

somet hi ng el se, never  bei ng whol l y pos i t i ve. 

Tor n bet ween two cul t ur es , the Ni sei  f i nds no pl ace or  secur i t y 

i n ei t her . Goi ng t o J apan woul d onl y be j umpi ng from t he "f r y i ng pan 

i nt o t he f i r e , " and t hose t hat  have gone have had more r e- adj ust ment s 

to f ace over  i n the Or i ent . Most  r emai n i n Amer i ca. ¿>ome of  t hese 

become i nt ensel y bi t t er  and devel op a def eat i s t  phi l osophy. Some fa-

t al i s t i cal l y dr i f t  al ong i n t hei r  l i mi t ed c i r c l es . They r at i onal i ze 

t hei r  di f f i c ul t i es as a pur e r ac i al  bar r i er ; at  the same t i me smugl y 

assumi ng that  t hey ar e "super i or " t o t he Negor es. because of  t hi s 

vast  di sor gani zat i on, t her e has been a br eakdown of  val ues among t he 

Ni s ei . Many have l ost  conf i dence i n t hemsel ves and become f r ust r at ed. 

Too f ew have ar r i ved at  t hat  i nner  harmony essent i al  f or  a st abl e 

per sonal i t y . 

Today under  the shadow of  war , t he f ut ur e f or  the Ni sei  l ooks f ar  

f rom r osy, and shoul d act ual  war  br eak out , t he per sonal i t y mal adj ust -

ment  of  t hi s gr oup wi l l  under go f ur t her  dr ast i c r eper cussi ons* 



Gr ant ed t hat  t he Ni sei  do have a ser i ous per sonal i t y pr obl em as 

a gr oup, t he i nevi t aol e quest i on ar i ses : what  can be done about  i t ? 

Obvi ousl y t he Ni sei  must  r emai n i n t he r eal m of  r eal i t y and f ace t he 

s i t uat i on r eal i s t i c al l y , havi ng t he f l ag and pr ocl ai mi ng 100% l oyal t y 

t o Amer i ca wi l l  not  sol ve t he pr obl em as the most  r epr esent at i ve Ni sei  

Or gani zat i on, t he J apanese Amer i can Ci t i zen*s League, seems to be-

l i eve. The pr obl em goes much deeper  t han t hat . 

I t  i s my opi ni on t hat  the Ni sei  shoul d r e- exami ne t hemsel ves and 

t hei r  phi l osophy of  l i f e . Some of  t hei r  symbol s of  val ues, al ong 

wi t h t he r est  of  Amer i ca, ar e t wi st ed and di s t or t ed. Amer i ca, cl ut -

t er ed up/wi t h i t s past , t hi nks of  i t s el f  i n t er ms of  what  i t  was 

bef or e t he st r ems of  i mmi gr ant s pour ed i n. The Ni sei  i ndi scr i mi nat el y 

accept i ng Amer i can symbol s have l ost  al l  per spect i ve on j ust  what  

oei ng an Amer i can r eal l y means. 'I r ue Amer i cani sm i s not  sol el y t r yi ng 

t o get  ahead i n an Amer i can i ndust r y. I t  woul d be ver y di f f i c ul t  to 

even def i ne an Amer i can bus i ness , e . g . , Chop Suey pl ace, r̂ eek boot -

bl ack, Gi anni ni , Chi nese l aundr y, et c .�t hes e t hi ngs ar e essent i al l y 

Amer i can, 'i hus, t he Ni sei  need t o r ecogni ze the f act  t hat  Amer i can-

i sm i s or  shoul d be a sust ai ni ng f eel i ng about  Amer i ca and one's 

pl ace i n Amer i ca. Thi s necess i t at es a wel l  bal anced i nner  har mony, 

somet hi ng whi ch t he Ni sei , and most  Amer i cans, do not  have. 

The ¿»i sei  i n t hei r  pr esent  conf usi on want  t o ent er  an Amer i can 

i ndust r y desper at el y i n or der  t o pr ovi de t hemsel ves wi t h some sor t  

of  badge or  assur ance t hat  t hey "bel ong/ 1 t hat  Amer i ca want s and 

needs t hem. They want  to bol st er  up t hei r  hur t , uncer t ai n ego. Un-

l ess t he - î sei  do r e- exami ne t hei r  val ues , both wi t hi n and out s i de, 

espec i al l y f or  t he good and weak and st r ong poi nt s wi t hi n t hem, t her e 

wi l l  be many mor e per sonal i t y mal adj ust ment s i n t he next  f ew year s . 



¿1 
The t endency t o wi t hdr aw i n a shel l  i s evi dent  i n many of  t he Ui sei  

who ar e now bi t t er l y st ewi ng i n the t hi n, sour  j ui ce of  f r ust r at i on. 

I f  al l  Amer i cans adopt  t hi s sol ut i on, we wi l l  never  cr eat e a r eal l y 

gr eat  Amer i can cul t ur e wi t h i t s emphasi s on a wel l  devel oped and 

meani ngf ul  per sonal i t y gr owt h. However , I  am opt i mi st i c enough to 

agr ee wi t h Lynd when he says "we may yet  make r eal  t he cl ai ms of  

f r eedom and oppor t uni t y i n Amer i ca." > 
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On Sunday, December  7, a coupl e of ~f r i ends and I  had got t en to-
A 

get her  f or  a bul l  sessi on and t he conver sat i on t ur ned t o t he subj ect  

of  poss i bl e war . We wer e di scuss i ng t he par t i cul ar  har dshi ps whi ch 

t he Ui sei  gr oup wou&d f ace because t hey had not  t aken a f i r m fet and i>n 

t he di sput e bet wean t hi s count r y and J apan ând i t  was poi nt ed out  

t hat  t he J apanese l anguage paper  was more or  l ess an apol ogi st  or gan 

f or  t he J apanese gover nment . Al l  of  us r emar ked t hat  we woul d be 

ver y wi l l i ng to f i ght  agai nst  J apan i n t he event  of  a war , because we 

f el t  t hat  i t  was comi ng qui t e soon. We kad been f ol l owi ng t he nego-

t i at i ons goi ng on bet ween the 2 count r i es qui t e c l osel y and we di d 

not  see how a conf l i c t  coul d be avo idecL because nei t her  count r y was 

wi l l i ng to make any concessi ons. 

î ght  i n t he mi dst  of  t hi s conver sat i on, anot her  gl sei  && boy 

r ushed i n to announced t hat  Pear l  Har bor  had been bombed by t he 

J apanese ai r  f or ce. We al l  t ook i t  as a j oke and we cont i nued our  

di scuss i on, '¿'he boy t r i ed t o convi nce us. but  we j ust  i gnor ed hi m. 
/ 

F i nal l y one of  us t ur ned on t he r adi o.and the news f l ash came over . / } 

We s t i l l  di d not  bel i eve i t  unt i l  sever al  other  f r i ends came r unni ng 

i n t o announce t he news. Our  gr oup qui et l y br oke uj  ̂and I  suppose 

t hat  we wer e al l  pr et t y shocked. My f i r s t  r eact i on was one of  vague 

f ear  because I  somehow f el t  t hat  I  woul d be i dent i f i ed wi t h t he 

enemy. I n or der  to r eassur e mysel f  t hat  t hi s woul d not  happen, I  

wal ked up t o t he col l ege l i br ar y and mi xed i n wi t h t he other  st udent s 

who wer e t r y i ng to st udy for  t hei r  f i nal s . Ever yone was exci t ed so 

t hat  not  much st udy went  on t hat  day. When I  r et ur ned to t he/house 

I  at t empt ed to put  on a cheer f ul  f r ont  i n or der  to r eassur e my room 

maces t hat  t hi ngs wer e not  so bad. I  suggest ed t hat  we al l  vol unt eer  

i nt o t he Army and or gani ze an expedi t i onar y f or ce to «'apan. They 

f el t  t hat  i t  was not  t he t i me f or  j ok i ng.but  I  r eal l y f el t  t hat  I  
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r eal l y shoul d do somet hi ng di r ect  about  i t . I  di dn't  see much sense 

i n cont i nui ng on wi t h school . I  l ost  al l  i nt er est  i n my f i nal  exa-

mi nat i ons b̂ut  f or t unat el y t hat  di d not  af f ec t  my gr ades at  al l . 

t fhen war  was decl ar ed t he next  day, x f el t  more st r ongl y t han ever  

t hat  I  shoul d vol unt eer  i nt o the far my. I  t al ked i t  over  wi t h my 

room mat es, and t hey bel i eved t hat  i t  was a f ool i sh move to make, par -

t i cul ar l y i n vi ew of  t he f act  t hat  I  had onl y 3 or  4 mont hs of  school  

to. compl et e. I  di d not  have any f ami l y r espons i bi l i t y at  al !L so 

t hat  1 f el t  no obl i gat i on pul l i ng me back, i 'he next  day I  qui et l y 

went  over  to t he £ Ci v i c Cent er  i n ân Fr anci sco and asked to be i n-

duct ed i nt o the ser vi ce. I  was r ef used for  the second t i me because 

t he of f i cer  t her e sai d t hat  a pol i cy had to be set  f or  t he f i i sei  

f i r s t . I  di d not  pr ess t he mat t er  but  r et ur ned to t he campus and I  

di d not  t el l  any of  my f r i ends of  what  I  had t r i ed to do. 

I n my opi ni ons I  became out spokenl y ant i - f asc i st  and par t i cul ar l y 

ant i - J apan. I  j oi ned t he po l i t i c i al l y consci ous î s ei  gr oup i n t he 

Bay xh ar ea but  t hi s or gani zat i on qui ckl y di ssol ved because of  al l  

t he conf usi on goi ng on i n t hat  per i od. I n t he Ber kel ey communi t y, 

we wer e not  much af f ect ed by F i l i pi no i nc i dent s , FBI  r ound- ups and 

r est r i c t i ons pl aced on enemy al i ens ŝo t hat  I  was not  too much awar e 
? 

of  what  was goi ng on f or  qui t e a whi l e. I  avoi ded t he J apanese com-

muni t y i n ¿an Fr anc i  sco  ̂par t  i l l y because I  d i dn t  car e to be i dent i f i ed 

wi t h i t  and par t l y because of  a f eel i ng t hat  i t  woul d onl y r emi nd me 

of  t he di f f i c ul t  pos i t i on I  was i n. 

For  a wh i l e t h o u g h t  t hat  t hi ngs woul d go back to normal  and I  

woul d be i nduct ed i nt o t he Army i n a shor t  t i me, ôwever , i t  was 

announced t hat  t he i Usei  woul d be pl aced i na 4- C c l ass i f i cat i on tem-

por al  i l y*and t hat  r eal l y di d i r r i t at e me. I  began t o r eal i ze t hat  

t her e wer e f or ces i n Cal i f or ni a whi ch was- 'at t empt i ng to t ake advan-



Si  

t age of  t he war  i n or der  t o st i r  up t he ant i - or i ent al  agi t at i on whi ch 

had been goi ng on f or  many year s . Af t er  *'ebr ur ar y 1, i t  was c l ear l y 

evi dent  t hat  t hese gr oups wer e cont r i but i ng to t he gener al  publ i c 

hyst er i a and t hat  they woul d have t hei r  way. «hen t he Tol an Commi t tee 

i ame f or  i t s hear i ngs t o t he Bay ar ea, one of  my f r i ends t es t i f i ed' 

but  t he commi t t ee as a whol e ŵas def i ni t el y unf r i endl y. Al l  sor t s of  

accusat i ons wer e made about  t he sabot age whi ch had occur r ed at  Pear l  

Har bor . The Ni sei  or gani zat i ons wer e ver y i nef f ec t i ve because of  

l ack of  st r ong l eader shi p and a pr ogr essi ve pol i cy . - '�'here was a gr eat  

deal  of  conf l i c t  bet ween t he var i ous or gani zat i ons>and none of  them 

ever  t ook over  l eader shi pveven t hough t he nat i onal  J AC& of f i ces wer e 

l ocat ed i n San F r anc i sco. ( I  wi l l  not  at t empt  to di scuss t he devel -

opement  of  t hese J î sei  gr oups and my r eact i on t o t hem b̂ecause i t  has 

al r eady been done by ôm and o t her s ĵ  ̂

When t he f i r s t  r est r i c t ed zones wer e decl ar ed i n t he mi ddl e of  

Febr uar y, I  began to t ake an act i ve concer n i n my f ami l y i n Val l ej o 

f or  t he f i r s t  t i me i n my l i f e . They wer e l i v i ng i n t he ar ea f ac i ng 

t he ¥ar e i s l and shi pyar ds and t hey had to be removed by Febr uar y 22, 

Washi ngt on's bi r t hday. They had no pl ace t o go  ̂ so t hat  af t er  a con-

f er ence wi t h my oj rther  br ot her  and si st er sn we deci ded to move 

par ent s to ¡¿an Fr anci sco whi l e my ol der  s i st er  r emai ned i n t he home 

wi t h t he younger  chi l dr en, so t hat  t hey coul d compl et e t hei r  school  

t er m. We s t i l l  coul d not  bel i eve t hat  a gener al  evacuat i on was go-

i ng t o t ake pl ace. 

Si nce my f ami l y had ver y l i t t l e f i nanc i al  r esour ces, I  f el t  t hat  

I  had t o do somet hi ng t o hel p them out . a i nce i  was doi ng: my f i el d 
f w & 

t r ai ni ng at  t he San Fr anci sco publ i c >wel f ar êpt . t hat  semest er , I  

ar r anged f or  emer gency ass i st ance f or  them t hr ough t he Feder al  Se-

cuxi t y $unds. I  want ed to qui t  school  but  I  was advi sed agai nst  



t aki ng such a dr ast i c st ep t oy t he head of  t he depar tment  ̂ because I  

onl y had 2 mor e mont hs t o go. I  deci ded to cont i nue i n my c l asses / 

but  I  had l i t t l e i nt er est  i n i t êven t hough my gr ade aver age kept  up 

t o i t s for mer  l evel . I  was ver y gr at i f i ed,because my f el l ow st udent s 

and i nst r uct or  wer e par t i cul ar l y sympat het i c and t hey were ver y angr y 

t hat  such a t hi ng as evacuat i on coul d t ake pl ace i n Amer i ca. They 

bel i eved even mor e st r ongl y t han I  t hat  such a t hi ng woul d not  happen, 

but  I  was not  sur e, ^h e n t he gener al  evacuat i on was dec l ar ed, I  be-

came qui t e angr y ̂  beiSaus e i  f el t  t hat  i t  was a v i o l at i on of  our  con-

s t i t ut i onal  r i ght s ând I  t hought  t hat  t he Ni sei  shoul d t ake a st r ong 

at and agai nst  i t  and r ef use to move, but  t hey wer e al l  t oo wor r i ed 

about  t hei r  f ami l i es to f ul l y r eal i ze t he i mpl i cat i on of  t he mi l i t ar y 

or der . They al l  t ook i t  f or  gr ant ed t hat  i t  act ual l y was a mi l i t ar y 

necess i t y7because of  the scar e headl i nes about  an i mm ênt  i nvasi on by 

t he J apanese f or ces . £ began to r at i onal i ze t hat  i t  was a mi l i t ar y 

necessi t y, but  I  neyer  t foul d convi nce mysel f  of  i t . Thr oughout  t hi s 
) 

per i od I  never  had any f eel i ngs of  bi t t er ness agai nst  t he count r y  ̂ as 

I  f el t  more st r ongl y t han ever  t hat  1 was a def i ni t e par t  of  i t  and I  

coul dn't  under st and how s mi nor i t y pr essur e gr oups coul d sway t he 

mi l i t ar y t o t he ext ent  of  i gnor i ng const i t ut i onal  pr ovi si ons /̂'* 

When we saw t hat  not hi ng coul d be done, we deci ded t o br i ng t he 
chi l dr en 

faaoi i y t o San r̂ anc i seo t o be wi t h t he par ent s. My ol der  s i s t er  l ef t  

f or  Chi cago at  t he l ast  mi nut e i n or der  not  t o be caught  i n the eva-

cuat i on vso t hat  i  had t o t ake more r espons i bi l i t y t han pr evi ousl y. 

My s i s t er  had ar r anged f or  the di sposal  of  my f at her 's busi ness> and 

she was onl y abl e t o r eal i ze $200 out  of  i t . My br ot her  had been 

doi ng most  of  t he busi ness ar r angement s f rom San Fr anci sco and I  had 

onl y a smal l  par t  i n f ami l y a f f a i r s s i nc e t he t i es wer e s t i l l  not  

ver y st r ong. 



I  was of f er ed a j ob as a soc i al  wor ker  wi t h t he f eder al  Secur i t y 

Boar d  ̂but  1 deci ded to compl et e my soci al  wor k cour se f i r s t  bef or e 

t he deadl i ne of  evacuat i on. I  want ed t o escape t he gener al  evacua-

t i on by goi ng east , but  I  di d not  have any money. One of  my col l ege 

f r i ends of f er ed to wr i t e t o a f r i end of  hi s i n t he mi dwest  and he 

f el t  t hat  1 coul d go t her e,but  I  was so i ndef i ni t e about  t he f ut ur e 

t hat  I  deci ded ver y r el uct ant l y to go t o the cent er . I  di d not  f eel  

ver y cooper at i ve wi t h t he Army r egul at i ons> and I  i gnor ed them at  

ever y oppor t uni t y, i 'hese r egul at i ons wer e not  st r i c t l y enf or ced i n 

Ber kel ey. I  car r i ed a Chi nese st udent  body car d ar ound; and t hat  be-

came usef ul  on t he one occasi on t hat  I  was st opped by a pat r ol  car . 

Dur i ng al l  of  t hi s per i od * cont i nued my f i el d work cour se i n t he 

agency and I  never  exper i enced any di f f i cul t y wi t h c l i ent s ; a l t ho  ̂

t her e was one êgr o cl i eni who t hr eat ened to s l i t  t he t hr oat s of  any 

J aps he saw so t hat  I  had to t act f ul l y make a r et r eat . I  was busy 

wi t h my f i nal s r i ght  up to t he l ast  mi nut er o t hat  I  negl ect ed my 

packi ng unt i l  t he ver y end. 

</ í t  was at  t he evacuat i on cont r ol  st at i on t hat  I  f i r s t  f el t  sym-

pat het i c t owar ds al l  of  t hose ol d peopl e who wer e bei ng f or c i bl y re-

moved from t he set t l ed l i f e t hat  t hey had been l i v i ng. They had t o 

go t hr ough a gr eat  deal  of  r ed t ape i n or aer  t o get  pr ocessed;and 

many of  t he r ecept i oni s t s coul d not  expl ai n t hi ngs to t he I & sel . 

soc i al  wor ker s t r i ed t hei r  best ybut  t her e was too l i t t l e t i me to di s 

pose of  al l  pr obl ems adequat el y, i 'he peopl e wer e gi ven t ags and 

for ms to f i l l  out  wi t h t hei r  names and numbers and det ai l ed i nst r uct  

i ons aoout  wher e t o meet  was gi ven to each i ndi v i dual . %e peopl e 

were t ol d not  to t ake a l ot  of  bel ongi ngs, so t hat  many of  them onl y 

l ef t  wi t h a smal l  br i ef  case. I  remember  t hat  I  f el t  t hi s was al l  

wr ong and yet  I  knew t hat  1 was power l ess. However , * t r i ed t o l ook 
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' , December 7. 1941 
z e a f e B t Wa r i J e s u s Chr i st , the J aps boated Hawai i  and the ent i re f l eet 
has been sunk. I  J ust can't bel i eve i t . I  don't  k n o w what i n the hel l  i a 
going to happen to us,*but we wi l l  al l  be da l i ed i nto the Army r i ght awav 
»ang says he has to do a repor t , but he i s so st unnedt hat - he does not 
know what he i s doi ng. He i s worri ed about hi s rel at i ves as - the radi o 
says there are rigsItp i n L.A. end they thi nk i t i s sabotage. I can't 

a n7 N i s e i w o u l d d 0 a s k i n g l i ke that , but i t coul d be some 
of the Ki bei spi es, i  don't know what i s goi ng to happen to us, but I 
j ust can't thi nk of i t . I thi nk of the J aps coming to bomb us, but I 
wi l l  go and f i ght even i f I think I am a coward and i  don't-  bel i eve i n 
wars but thi s time i t has to be. I am sel f i sh about ,i t . £ - think not of 
Cal i forni a and Ameri ca« but I wonderl what i s goi ng to happen to the Ni sei 
and to our parents. Tjiey may l ock up the al i ens.How can one thi nk of ' 
the fut ur e. We are behi nd the ei ght bal l , and that quest i on for the 
Gal  Ni sei ,«Wi t her Ni sei *« so t rue, ^ e next fi ve- years wi l l det er mi ne the 
future of the Ni sei .They are now at the crossboads.wi l l  they be able to 
take i t qb wi l l  they go under? I f we! are ever goi ng to prove our Americanism 
thi s i s the t i me. The A n t Wa p feel i ng i s bound to r i se' to hvster i can" 
hei ghts and i t i s most l i kel y that tpie N,sei wi l l  be i ncl uded as J aps. 
I wanted to go to S.P4 t oni ght but Pier ê ây -̂ :r am̂ crazy.- l L; :«ays 
i t ' s best we st i ck on campus.i n any event , we can't remain on the fence 
and a posi t i ve appraoch must be takein i f we are to have a pl ace i n f ul f i l l i ng 
Promise of American I thi nk the U.Sj  i s i n danger of goi ng Raci st too, 
or maybe Soci al i st . Those N*sei progressi ves thi nks i t wi l l  ba Soci al l at s / 
but the Sacramento crowds sure sound l i ke F.sci sfcs.«These are the days 

f i f t ht u* i t &l  n i l i i d l o ay 'r ep r̂ ? ^ h ^ N ^ i f  *d8Se*° 

can pus i s i n thesame boat and they mi l l  cl ear us al l  of f to the Army and 
no more time for col l ege for anyone» � 
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pol i t i cs and no i a a way. X <J t happens to as. X guees xnx=> 

a J oke,  ̂ * i   ̂ am wor r i ed about  C a s t l i n g 
st and even i f  l  * * a o d , was-  l i f t  ever yt hi ng at - wu» whf f i st i i ng 

i  «111 S I S & S & t o ¿ el l  t 0 3 p > t oni ght  and c h.s e gi r l s 
nor mal , but  l es s M e y b e I ' l * » w e d i i  and he t r i es t o act  l i ke 
i n the da r B . -  e shal  . tomorf� a n d he r e a l l y to 

P e a r l  Harbor  w b e a s t ude | | | g |  

Army, but now 



� . l a s t  n i g h t  w a s l i k e J 1 0 ^ * ? . 1  ̂ i i S » ^ » » -

A d d i n g e n d h e w i l l  g i v j 8 P a n e s e J aoyss i  w g o t  

S S r 5 W A * 

t he c a mp u s . A l  good ^ J ^ V l * ? ! or the 

K . j  S p % . c . « « « " . i ' S . « . J o r  t h . t  F OP . « > I t  

h r . « « ^ - t r r . u r ^ n - r f « C l U i . K . ' & ^ v 

u « * . � � » » ' � ' r i / s . . i * o « ® » t t , t  



December  10, 1941 

/ T h e J f i ps ar e r unni ng wi l d al l  over  A*i a snd t hey pay- wi nd- up thrfrs 
* war  bef or e we get  a f l éét  back t her e* I  hear d t hat  some of  - the bat t l eshi ps 

ar e on t he way back so maybe X*11 go over - t©- Mare i s l and and see  ̂ ĥer- e ŝ 
some quest i on t hat  col l ege may end f or  t he t er m as nobody i s st udyi ng. 
went  t o S.P 4 agai n and ever ybd ŷ i s i n a daze i n j p p Town and al l  sor t s 
of  wi l d r umor s goi ng ar ound. They a r e goi ng t o�l ock up- t he l 8s e i . I f  t hey 
ar e spys I  don't  see anyt hi ng wr ong w i  t  h * t h a t T i r e t 4

 s~-  war .* ân^4- md 't he' 
guf s have a M i l  sessi on ever y ni ght  and t hey ar e goi ng t o cr  gani ze t he 
Ni sei  pr ogr essi ves on campust o make a at  atement - ,t  © the - p&i l yrkg¿- i f  or ni an. 
I  am f or  t hat . K n̂ny and I * ar e�supposed« t o 'werkr r̂ r t̂ f t i 'i sf~Í é t̂er7 t̂sut  I  

/ wi l l  l et  Kenny do t he wr i t i ng and I ' l l  pr et end t hat  j »- m~giving hi m t he 
I deas.l ' He i s a hel l  of  a>gooa , w a i t e r a n 
i nf er i o r i t y compl ex. He keeps pest er i ng me t o t ake hi i h t o S. F . t o 
a whor ehou sebe cause he says he may get  dr  af t ed . i  nt o - the Army> - sent  
of f  t o war  and he does not  want  t o km.  di e a v i r gi n.' Kenhy get s sor e 
when we t al k l i ke t hat  because he i s a C r i s t i a n deep down and v,ery pur e 
i n hear t  and he t hi nks t hat  we shoul d keep our  mi nds on t he war  and 
t hi nk gr ogessi ve t hought s. H© says I  am a bad i nf l uence on .t he gu §̂  � |  
i n t he house because I  go t o chase gi r l s wve ŷhi ght âhH^̂  ves 1 
of  my f ool i ng ar ound wi t h Sgchi  because he t hi nks campus üi sei  g i r l s 
don11 f ool  ar ound. sta. oul d ask Bob K � about v.t hat i  Anyw- ay * al l ' t h i s � 
r i nni ng area hd and not  st udyi ng i s a di ver s i on because none of  ûs know 
what  i n t he hel l  i t  i s al l 'about  or  what  i s goi ng t o ha ppen. I  f eel  
l i ke t he cpndemned man who want s t o bea gl ut t onb ef or e t hey l ead hi m t o 
t he gas chamber . Kenny and f r l .nd Shi b| . t hi nk ^h a t  w ĥ ? v e t ? f b e e a r e 

i nt el l ec t ual s and l ead t he l̂ n £ £ r e n e ¿ r  goi ng t o be 
i n t he ar my.Ger many i s now i n anu. © 

l i ke i t  was bef or e. 



* Decent) er  19, 1941 

Al l  ki nds of  r umor s, and I  am wor r i ed. Ther e i s no way t o have a nor mal  
l i f e and I  c an'* be a st udent  anymor e. But  I  d o n ¡ wa n t  - tò l e ave-  t he 
campus. Tal ked t o Shi bs and he says t her e - wi l l  be a - repor t  ©n t he Ni sei  
on campus and t hat  we shoul d al l  wr i t e up ever yt hi ng t hat  happens.-  I  don't  
t hi nk I  woul d be ver y good at  i t i p but  I  might-  t i  ve i t  a- t r i al . Al l .t he 
so cal l ed i nt el l ec t ual s l i ke ¿hi ba, Kenny and j i mmy Sakoda says t hat  we 
j ust  document  ever yt hi ng. Tv,ey ar e so col d and i mper sonal  and I  dn&'t  
know what /good t h& wi l l  do i f  any vi ol ence s t ar t s . Ther e have been 
houses st oned i n P *̂cer  count y and some of  t he newspaper s ar e r ai s i ng 
hel l  endi naki ng al l  k i nds of  wi l d st at ement s about  even t he Ni s ei . Kenny 

of  c l i ppi ngs and i t  i s- ver y danger ous. Yet , I  f eel  t hat  
we ar e so hel pl ess . Who i n t he hel l  i s goi ng t o wor r y about  t he S ŝei  
when we ar e at  war . Maybe t he t hi ng &o do i s t o get  -  i nt o t he Ar my, Wang 
wavw t hey wi l l  kneed Ni sei  f or  i nt er pr et er s That  » s ©ne t hi ng I  won't  
aual i f y f o r . I  t hi nk t hat  t he Ni sei  shoul d- f or get  .»11 >t hi ngs j apanese and 
not  at t r act  t hat  ki nd of  at t ent i  on t o our  sel vea* : W© m ŝt  wave t hat  ol d 
f l «f f  l i ke t he ver y f i r s t  Ppfcfciot . I  thfcnk t he Ni sei  ar e l ev ai , but  
we mav bet  oo shor t  f or  t he army and I  r ef use t o be a messboy.- There i s 
f i  l ot  of  hvst er i a goi ng on. Went  t o n

c l l ego and t he f ami l y does not  know 
«Viet  t o do Ai l  k i nds of  r es t r i c t i ons comi ng, i n . I  don't : know what  t o say 

t o them as 1 r eal l y don'*, f eel  I  em s par t  of  t he f ami l y , j- g- ek wi l l  have 
t o be t he one. MPr i ko i s t al k i ng of  goi ng E es t  i s t he hyst er i a agai ns 

Tnns f fet s st r onger . She says t hat  t he J *ps ar e .goi ng t o i nvade Cal i f or ni a 
f i nd ài e i s convi nced of  i t  and she says she i s goi ng to get  a Chi nee car d 
t oo and she asked me t o get  a f ewxmor e f r om J immy Lee f or  the f ami l y . I  
don't  t fai nk t hi bgs ar e t hat  bad. 



KIKUCHI DIARY 

Item 1 - Pearl Harbor 

December 7, 1941 

We are at war! Jesus Christ, the Japs bombed Hawaii and the e ntire fleet 

has been sunk. I just can't believe it. I don't know what in th e hell is 

going to happen to us, but we will all be called into the Army  right away. 

Wang says he has to do a report, but he is so stunned that he does not know 

what he is doing. He is worried about his relatives as the radio says there 

are riots in L.A. and they think it is sabotage. I can't b elieve that any 

Nisei would do anything like that, but it could be some of the Kibei spies. 

I don't know what is going to happen to us, but I just can't thi nk of it. I 

think of the Japs coming to bomb us, but I will go and fight even if I think 

I am a coward and I don't believe in wars but this time it  has to be. I am 

selfish about it. I think not of California and America, bu t I wonder what 

is going to happen to the Nisei and to our parents. The y may lock up the 

aliens. How can one think of the future. We are behind the eigh tball, 

and that question for the Cal Nisei, "Wither Nisei?" so true . The next five 

years will determine the future of the Nisei. They are now at the crossroads. 

Will they be able to take it or will they go under? If we are ever going to 

prove our Americanism, this is the time. The Anti-Jap fee ling is bound to 

rise to hysterian heights, and it is most likely that the Nisei will be in-

cluded as Japs. I wanted to go to S.F. tonight, but Piere sa ys I am crazy. 

He says it's best we stick on campus. In any event, we can' t remain on the 

fence, and a positive approach must be taken if we are to h ave a place in 

fulfilling Promise of American, I think the U.S. is in dan ger of going Facist 

too, or maybe Socialist. Those Nisei progressives think i t will be Socialists 



2 

but the Sacramento crowds sure sound like Fascists. "These are the 

days which trys men's souls". I don't know what to think or do. Everybody 

is in a daze. Maybe I should do my report on the Nisei daz e. Everybody on 

campus is in the same boat, and they will clear us all off to the Army and 

no more time for college for anyone. 

December 8, 1941 

"Tolerance is not enough". I was very upset yesterday as we  are in a 

war now. I am afraid that there will be violence and it is a hell of a mess. 

I should have confidence in the democratic procedures, b ut I'm worried that 

we might take a page from Hitler's methods and do someth ing drastic towards 

the Issei. I hope not. I don't give a damn what happens to me , but I 

would be very disillusioned if the democratic process brok e down» It's a 
9 JL ̂ 

mess, but every draft age fellow probably feels the same a s I. Nobody can 

predict the future and things do look bad, but I just feel we will win the 

war and I will survive nicely as things do turn out for the bes t. I'm not 

pressing my luck any, since it won't get any worse. I have t o speak to the 

U.C. students today, as Pierre is in Nisei campus politi cs and he thinks I am 

a good loyal American. I think that is a joke, but it is tr ue in a way. 

I don't have any doubts about where I stand even if I am worr ied about what 

happens to us. I guess this is what I will have to say. God, w as I excited 

yesterday. Now I feel more normal, but less afraid, to hell with everything 

attitude, whistling in the dark. We shall see. Maybe I'll go  to S.F. 

tonight and chase girls. Wang says chase the girls for tomorr ow we die, and 

he tries to act like he is a man about town, but he is a virg in and he really 

wants me to take him when Angelo and I go to Chinatown to cha se girls. 
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The Yamato garage guys don't even know I am back in college, as I am just a 

bum to them and I refuse to take Wang and Pierre and Kenny o ver there and corrupt 

them. Their friend, Jim Sakoda, is a Kibei, and he is mo re worried than any 

of us; but he says Kibei are loyal. Having bull sessions are so meaningless 

now. It's action which counts, no more words. FDR says Pear l Harbor will be 

a day of infamy. Last fall I tried to get into the Army, but now I want to 

be a student, as it is going to be hell in the Army. 

December 9, 1941 

Holy Christ! San Francisco last night was like nothing I e ven saw before 

and everybody was saying that the Japs are going to get it h ere in the ass. 

I ran into Jimmy Lee on Grant Avenue, and he says I'm not all owed to screw 

Chinese girls anymore. Angelo, too, because he says he is a wop. Jimmy 

was kidding; and he will give me some kind of a badge which sa ys that I am 

Chinese, as he says some of the Japanese boys from U.S. got bea t up. I 

didn't hear anything about that. Kenny told me it was true w hen I got back, 

and he said that all the students are going to be restricte d to the campus. 

A lot of them want to get the hell out of here and go home, but I don't know 

what good that will do. I don't know what good it will be to stay here. 

Kenny has a friend, Shibs, who is full of wild stories. I don 't know where 

he gets them. He says Bill is spying for the Navy or the FBI. I don't 

believe that; but I guess the FBI do have guys on the campus . They have 

picked up some suspicious Japanese already. I saw Alice a nd she is worried 

about Pop, because we live so close to Mare Island and she t hinks that Jack 

should go over and tell the Mayor that Pop was in the Navy. I th ink Pop 



would praise Japan; but he is not going to blow up anything. It may be dan-

gerous for him in the barber shop with all those Mare Islan d guys coming in. 

I told Alice to tell Mom to have Pop's Navy discharge framed a nd put on the 

wall next to the barber license and take that Buddha statue the hell out of 

there. Alice says the Army should put me in charge of patri otism because 

I am suspicious of my own father. I did not mean it that way; b ut it is 

true, I don't trust the Issei. If just one of them sabotaged something, what 

hell there would to pay. Mrs. Jarvis seems very calm about th e whole 

thing, I must say. She told me to study hard and become an of ficer in the 

Navy. What a laugh! The Navy would not even let me be a mess boy. Jack 

says it's going to be bad, and he wants to go East to study med icine; but 

he can't walk out on the family like that. 

December 10, 1941 

The Japs are running wild all over Asia, and they may wind up this war 

before we get a fleet back there. I heard that some of the ba ttleships are 

on the way back, so maybe I'll go over to Mare Island and see . There is 

some question that college may end for the term as nobody is studying. I 

went to S.F. again and everybody is in a daze in Jap Town and al l sorts of 

wild rumors going around. They are going to lock up the Is sei. If they 

are spies, I don't see anything wrong with that. That's wa r. Wang and the 

guys have a bull session every night, and they are going to organize the 

Nisei progressives on campusto make a statement to the Dail y Californian. 

I am for that. Kenny and I are supposed to work on this letter, but I .will 

let Kenny do the writing, and I'll pretend that I'm giving hi m the ideas. 



He is a hell of a good writer. Wang can write too, but he has an inferiority 

complex. He keeps pestering me to take him to S.F. to a whor ehouse because 

he says he may get drafted into the Army and be sent off to war ; and he does 

not want to die a virgin. Kenny gets sore when we talk like that because 

he is a Christian deep down and very pure in heart, and he thin ks that we 

should keep our minds on the war and think progressive thou ghts. He says I 

am a bad influence on the guys in the house, because I go to chase girls 

every night; and he disapproves of my fooling around with  Sachi because he thinks 

campus Nisei girls don't fool around. He should ask Bob K . about that! 

Anyway, all this running around and not studying is a divers ion because none 

of us know what in the hell it is all about, or what is going t o happen. I 

feel like the condemned man who wants to be a glutton befo re they lead him to 

the gas chamber. Kenny and his friend Shibs think that we have to be intel-

lectuals and lead the Issei. I don't see how we can do that i f we are in the 

Army. Germany is now in the war and things are never going t o be like it 

was before. 

December 19, 1941 

All kinds of rumors, and I am worried. There is no way to ha ve a normal 

life, and I can't be a student anymore. But I don't wa nt to leave the 

campus. Talked to Shibs and he says there will be a report on the Nisei on 

campus and that we should all write up everything that happe ns. I don't 

think I would be very good at it; but I might give it a tria l. All the so-

called intellectuals like Shibs, Kenny and Jimmy Sakoda sa y that we just docu-

ment everything. They are so cold and impersonal, and X don' t know what 
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good that will do if any violence starts. There have been h ouses stoned in 

Placer County, and some of the newspapers are raising hell and making all 

kinds of wild statements about even the Nisei. Kenny showed in« a lot of 

clippings, and it is very dangerous. Yet, I feel that we ar e so helpless. 

Who in the hell is going to worry about the Nisei when we a re at war. Maybe 

the thing to do is to get into the Army. Wang says they will ne ed Nisei 

for interpreters. That's one thing I won't qualify for. I think that the 

Nisei should forget all things Japanese and not attract that  kind of attention 

to ourselves. We must wave that old flag like the very firs t patriot. 

I think the Nisei are loyal, but we may be too short for th e Army, and I re-

fuse to be a messboy. There is a lot of hysteria going on . Went to 

Wallego and the family does not know what to do. All kinds o f restrictions 

coming in. I don't know what to say to them, as I really do n't feel I am a 

part of the family. Jack will have to be the one. Mariko is t alking of 

going East as the hysteria against Japs gets stronger. Sh e says that the 

Japs are going to invade California\ and she is convinced o f it, and she 

says she is going to get a Chinese card too. She asked me to get a few 

more from Jimmy Lee for the family. I don't think things a re that bad. 



TANFORAN DIARY OF A JAPANESE AMERICAN EVACUEE, 1942 

By 

Charles Kikuchi 

Foreword by Dorothy S. Thomas 



Introduction 

At the outbreak of World War II, I was twenty-four years  old. I was 

an American citizen born in California of Japanese immigr ant parents. I 

had graduated from San Francisco State College, and w as then a graduate stu-

dent in the University of California (Berkeley) School o f Social Welfare. I 

began my diary on April 30, 1942, the day of my evacuation t o the Tanforan 

Assembly Center. However, the idea of a diary covering the  wartime crises 

facing Japanese-Americans had been conceived shortly afte r Pearl Harbor in a 

discussion with two fellow students at the University, J ames Sakoda"'" and 
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Warren Tsuneishi . Sakoda, in particular, urged the histor ical value of a 

daily record, and all three of us kept diaries, independ ently for varying 

lengths of time. Unfortunately, I lost the major portion of my pre-evacuation 

diary during the confusion of the evacuation itself, but w as able to retrieve 

part of the experience from letters to a sister and a girlf riend. Ultimately, 

as a "participant observer", I wrote more than 10,000 t ypewritten pages covering 

the period April 1942 to August 1945. The complete diary, n ow in the hands of 

Dorothy Swaine Thomas, will, by agreement, be deposited in the Bancroft Library 

of the University of California at Berkeley. 

The present abridgement was carried out under the guidance of  Professor 

Thomas who, as Director of the University of California E vacuation and Resettle-

ment Study, employed me as a research assistant from 1 941 to 1945 and encouraged 3 

me to keep a daily record. In 1951, she secured grants from  the American Philo-

sophical Society and the University of Pennsylvania in su pport of editorial 3a 

work, which was undertaken by Dr. Donald Kent, and Mrs. Ba rbara Fitts. 

However, this work was never completed because of the di fficulty in abridging 

10,000 pages satisfactorily for a one-volume format. In 1 968 " 1969, therefore, 



I took on the task at the suggestion of Dr. Thomas, and lim ited the time span 

to the first four months of the evacuation experience w hich were spent at 

Tanforan. This meant adding to rather than subtracti ng from the Kent-Fitts 

abridgement. 

The guidelines for abridgement were originally determine d by Dr. Thomas, 

Dr. Kent, Mrs. Fitts and myself in 1951. We all agreed th at my daily entries 

were frequently so detailed as to spread important info rmation over a consider-

able period of time and thus necessitated editorial deci sion to unify some se-

quences by elimination of extraneous material. We have all  scrupulously 

avoided linguistic tampering; the only corrections are for obvious typing errors 

and an occasional gross grammatical lapse. The material eli minated from this 

abridgement has been of three types: 1) information whic h is of no importance 

either to history of the evacuation or the experiences of the Kikuchi family 

(e.g. weather reports, minor illnesses, etc.); 2) repetit ious details concerning 

camp living (e.g. menus, block meetings, etc.); 3) inform ation about the camp 

that is better presented in other sources (e.g. its admi nistrative organization). 

The story of the Kikuchi family in America begins with the i mmigration of 

my father at the turn of the century. After a few years as a m igrant worker 

and four years enlistment in the U.S. Navy, my father settl ed in the waterfront 

district of Vallejo, California, across from the Mare I sland Naval Shipyards. 

My mother came to the United States in 1914 as a "picture b ride", 17 years younger 

than my father. She lived in the same house in Vallejo unti l the evacuation 

of 1942. 

There were eight children in all. Mariko, the first born, wa s 25 at the 

outbreak of the war and she resettled in Chicago sho rtly before the mass evacua-

tion began. As noted, I was 24, and living in Berkeley; Jack , aged 23, was a 

student at San Francisco State College; Alice, aged 21, w as doing domestic work 



in San Francisco; Emiko, aged 17, Bette, aged 15, Tom, ag ed 13, and Miyako, 

aged 10, were living with my parents in Vallejo. 

I spent the years from 1924 to 1935 in an "orphanage" in N orthern California 

as a result of discord between my parents and I did not r eturn home even after 

they were reconciled. I rejoined my family at the time of the evacuation, 

having been separated from them since I was years of age . My siblings 

grew up at home until they went off to work (Mariko and Ali ce), or to college 

(Jack). My early experiences are related in a chapter cal led "A Young American 

with a Japanese Face" presented in an autobiographical  style in Louis Adamic's 
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book FROM MANY LANDS. 

For a year following college graduation in 1939, I was una ble to resolve 

my vocational problem because the job market for the Ni sei was limited. Partly 

as a result of this experience, I became interested in th e problems of minority 

groups and during 1940 and 1941 I worked as a research ass istant for the National 

Youth Administration assigned to the California Jtin ior Counseling Service of the 

Employment Service. In this capacity, I did a study on t he Nisei Youth in the 

Job Market^, and decided to continue graduate work i n the School of Social Welfare 

at the University of California in Berkeley in the Fall of 1941. 

During the two years following college graduation, I wen t through a period 

of personal disorganization. I drifted into the Japanese c ommunity in San 

Francisco, and this represented my first real contact with a Japanese group. 

The experience influenced my intense identification  with American culture, which 

was reflected in my total commitment to integration while  in the concentration 

camps, and later, my service in the American Army. My mai n social contacts in 

the Japanese community were with a group of Nisei "rowdi es" known informally as 

the Yamato Gang and I spent a good deal of time drinking , gambling, visiting 

houses of prostitution, and leading the disorganized l ife of a gang member. 

While working as a chauffeur during the summer of 1941, I su ddenly 



resolved to continue my education, and I had no contacts with the gang after 

I was admitted to graduate school (except for a brief pe riod following Pearl 

Harbor). 

With the declaration of war, events moved swiftly for th e Japanese and 

Japanese-Americans on the West Coast. On December 7 and  8, President 

Roosevelt issued proclamations declaring all enemy alie ns - Italians, German 

and Japanese -- subject to restrictions; they were fo rbidden to travel except 

within certain limits, prohibited from possessing certai n contraband articles, 

and excluded from areas around vital defense installati ons. 

The alien Kikuchi parents, living across a narrow body of wa ter from the 

Mare Island Naval Station, were forced to leave Vallejo in  February 1942, but 

the children remained behind with Mariko until March. The b urden of these 

early forced moves fell upon Alice when Mariko voluntaril y migrated to Chicago 

in late March 1942. At this time, I began to take part i n family affairs, 

and directed my main effort toward getting family financ ial assistance from 

Federal relief agencies. My entrance into family affairs m arked the emer-

gence of conflict between my sister Alice and myself. M y father looked to me 

for leadership in family problems as I was the oldest son. Alice, although 

welcoming a brother's aid, resented my exercising auth ority, and this struggle 

was to mount in intensity once evacuation took place and t o continue until I 

was drafted in 1945. 

Two months after the family was forced to move from Vallejo to San Francisco, 

they were uprooted again. On March 2, 1942, it was announce d that persons 

of Japanese ancestry would be excluded from a wide belt  along the Pacific Coast, 

designated as Military Area I. The proclamation covered all Japanese-

Americans regardless of birth or citizenship and was to b e carried out by a 



series of orders clearing the area piecemeal. This evacua tion was for a 

time considered to be "voluntary", inasmuch as the evacu ee had free choice 

of destination beyond the restricted area. 

The first "voluntary" migrants who moved inland were me t by increasing 

hostility and economic discrimination and even physical  violence. News-

papers carried daily reports of this hostility together with statements by 

Governors and other officials indicating that the Japanese were unwelcome. 

In the face of such threats, many parents of Japanese ance stry were afraid to 

move independently. In all, only about 9 percent of the Ja panese-American 

population left Military Area I, nearly half of whom move d to an area just 

inside the coastal zone, in the mistaken belief that it would not be evacuated. 

It was soon apparent that voluntary evacuation had failed, a nd on March 27, 

1942 the Army issued an order "freezing" all persons of Japanese ances try who 

had not left the coastal zone. Henceforth, the evacuation wa s to be "con-

trolled". All evacuees were ordered to report to control sta tions for 

assignment and processing, and they were then taken to temporary assembly 

centers to await transfer to the interior states. 

Fifteen "Assembly Centers" were chosen because of pre -existing facilities -

fairgrounds, racetracks, and other locations where it wou ld be possible to hous 

quickly 100,000 or more people. These quarters were inte nded to be used 

only long enough to allow the newly organized War Relocati on Authority to con-

struct more permanent "Relocation Centers" inland. The controlled  evacuation 

to the Assembly Centers began on March 21, 1942 and wit hin three months all 

Japanese and Japanese-Americans had been cleared from  the coastal area. 
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The Kikuchi family was evacuated to the Assembly Center a t the Tanforan 

Race Track just outside of San Francisco on April 30, 194 2. I had registered 

for the evacuation under our "family number" so that I wou ld be assigned living 

9 

quarters with them at Tanforan . Here, we were completel y united (except for 

Mariko) for the first time in 18 years. It was at Tanforan tha t I was 

approached by Professor Thomas to become an assistant  on the Evacuation Study 1" . 

I then agreed to turn over my diary to be used as sour ce material for this study. 

However, I had earlier made a decision to exclude all mate rial regarding my 

sexual escapades because I believed that these were best l eft unwritten in order 

to protect others, and because of my increasing feeling o f responsibility for 

my younger sisters. Other than this self-imposed limit ation, I had no reser-

vations in reporting in my diary all other aspects of my ca mp life and thoughts. 

This attitude is discussed in a June 2, 1942 addendum to m y diary. 

Our family spent four months at Tanforan, and this is th e section covered 

by the present abridgement. After the family moved on to th e Gila Relocation 

Center in September, 1942, the period was not a particular ly happy one. My 

father had a stroke en route and was removed from the trai n at San Luis Obispo. 

He never recovered, although he was able to be transferred  to the Gila Hospital 

where he died in July 1943. Jack stayed at Gila long enoug h to help the family 

get settled, and he then left to take a scholarship at Drew University in New 

Jersey. Subsequently, he moved to Chicago to marry Dol ores, and he later moved 

back to California to complete his medical training at th e Stanford University 

Medical School when army restrictions were lifted. Curre ntly, he is practicing 

medicine in Concord, California. He has four children. 

Alice stayed at Gila for four months before she was able t o join Mariko in 

Chicago. Her engagement became a casuality in this proces s. Subsequently, 

she married a Nisei serviceman and she now lives in Brookl yn with her two 
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children, and she holds a responsible job with Japan Air Line s. I left Gila 

in April 1943, taking Emiko and Bette, with me to Chicago . My mother came 

with the two youngest, Tom and Miyako, in mid-1945 short ly before I was inducted 

into the Army. My mother made a new life for herself. She worked for a 

number of years, made a pilgrimage to the Island of Father 's birthplace and 

erected a burial memorial in his name. Now at the age of 79, she travels 

around the U.S. visiting her 20 grandchildren. Tom went  into the Army at 

the time of the Korean conflict and now works in an ind ustrial firm in Chicago. 

Miyako works for a computer company in Chicago. My oldes t sister, Mariko, 

also remained in Chicago. She is married and has two t eenage children. 

Emiko completed nursing school and married a psychologis t (non-Japanese) 

and has four children. Bette also married a non-Japanese a nd she lives in 

San Francisco with five children. 

I left the family in 1945 at the time I went into the Army. L ater I 

moved to New York City to complete my Master's degree at Columbia University. 

Since 1948, I have been employed as a clinical social worker with the Veterans 1 

Administration. I married a dancer, Yuriko, in 1946. We h ave a daughter 

at the University of Rochester and a son in private school . After many 

years as soloist with Martha Graham Dance Company, my wi fe, Yuriko, received a 

Guggenheim grant to establish her own dance company and she now teaches and 

tours in the United States and Europe. 


