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Foreword 

From 1941 to 1947, I served as director of the Japanese Amer ican Evacu-

ation and Resettlement Study at the University of Californ ia«, Our research 

staff included a number of evacuees who as "participant observers" kept daily 

records of the impact of events following Pearl Harbor upo n the Japanese 

minority: evacuation from the West Coast, concomitant wi th the exclusion 

orders of 1942; detention in government-operated camps; a dministrative efforts 

to assess the "loyalty" of the evacuees; segregation of the "disloyal"; planned 

relocation of the "loyal" outside the areas of exclusion; a nd closure of the 

camps following recission of the exclusion orders in Dece mber 1945° 

Many of these records were used extensively in the three v olumes on 

Japanese American Evacuation and Resettlement that were pu blished by the Univer-

sity of California Press in 1946, 1951, and 1954;* and in a paper published by 
MX 

the American Philosophical Society in  1950 0 Others, however, have been rela-

tively unexploited, and, whereas they are available for research purposes in 

the archives of the University of California at Berkeley, their sheer bulk and 

lack of explanatory annotations limit their usefulness as  source materials* 

Among these is a 3.0,000 page diary, which was kept cont inuously by Charles 

Kikuchi, a research assistant on the Study, from April 1942, when he and his 

family were evacuated from Eerkeley and San Francisco to a n assembly center 

at the Tanforan Race Track, throughout his period of dete ntion at the Gila 

River Relocation Project in Arizona and of initial resett lement in the Chicago 

area to the day, in August-1945, when he was inducted in the United States 

Army0 His î ell-written, faithfully documented account repre sents a record 

unique in the annals of social science,. The present abridg ment to approxi-

mately 10 percent of the original was painstakingly prepare d by Professor Donald 
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Kent, of the University of Connecticut, and. Mrs*  Barbara IC 0 Fitts. of Phila-
' -J  7\  

delphia, who, working relatively independently, reached a consensus as to 

portions of the original which should be published in order t o maximize the 

value of a necessarily short volume <> Dr 0 Kent and  Mrs  0  Fitts jointly pre» 

pared the greater part of the introduction and all of the a nnotations» 

The Japanese American Evacuation and Resettlement Study was financed, 

during  the 1940 ?s, by the Rockefeller and Columbia Foundations and the Un iver-

sity of  California o Additional grants to aid in the preparation of the 

present volume were received in 1951-52 from the American Philosophical 

Society and the University of Pennsylvania  0  Assistance from all of these 

sources is  gratefully  acknowledged, 

Dorothy Swaine Thomas 

The Spoilage by Dorothy Swaine Thomas and Richard S Q Nishimoto (1946) 

The Salvage by Dorothy  Swain®  Thomas, with the assistance of Charles 

Kikuchi and James M 0 Sakoda (1950) 

Prejudice,, War, and the Constitution by Jacobus Ten Broe k, Edward No 

Barnhart, and Floyd W c Matson (1954) 

WW. 
"Some Social Aspects of Japanese-American Demography" by D orothy Swaine 

j> 

Thomas, Proceedings of the American Philosophical Societ y. Vol 0 94 

(1950), ppo 459-480 <, 

* Part I of the Introduction ("The Setting") was prepared b y the present 

writer» It is atT~w«r-concise summary of points that are de veloped in 

detail in the publications cited in the preceding footnote s» 



- 3 -

!o The Setting 

During the spring and summer of 1942, the whole of Californ ia, the west-

ern half of Washington and Oregon, and southern Arizona were cleared of their 

110,000 Japanese residents by the Western Defense Comman d, under authority 

vested in the Commanding General, John L ft  De Witt» Sanction for this forced 

mass migration of a racially-defined segment of the Americ an population was 

derived from an executive order P signed by President Franklin D 0 Roosevelt on 

February 19th, which authorized delimitation of military a reas from which "any 

or all persons" might be excluded» 

Immediately after the outbreak of war, Japanese, German, an d Italian 

nationals had been declared to be "enemy aliens," and the D epartment of 

Justice had designated a number of small zones, surrounding strategic installa-

tions, from which they would be required to move» When the A m y took oarer con-

trol of the situation, General De Witt promptly added as a f ourth category for 

exclusion "Americans of Japanese descent," defined to inc lude "any person who 

has a Japanese ancestor, regardless of degree 0
15 He designated a wide strip of 

the coastal territory and of southern Arizona as "Military A rea Muirfber 1," and 

issued proclamations and press releases notifying "all Japanese" to prepare 

to evacuate the area„ However, no mass action was ever take n against German 

and  Italian aliens 0 

For a few weeks, the Japanese were permitted to leave the area volun-

tarily and to choose destinations anywhere outside of Mili tary Area Number 1» 

with  assistance from a newly formed agency, the Wartime Civil Control Adminis-

tration  (WCCA)  0  It scon became -apparent that the vast majority could not me et 

the deadlines imposed and, on March 27, further "voluntar y change of residence 

was prohibitedo Exclusion orders, similar to the one shown in Plate I for 
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San Diego, were issued  i n  , a p i d 8 u e s a s s i o n c o v e r i n g  ^ 

bt » _ ^ Area 
ivumoer and Japanese  re «vi ̂»-i.« 

P residents of one neighborhood or c a n i t y after another 

were moved, en masse, and under military guard to b a r W « 
^  3 t o b aroed~wire enclosed "assenblv 

centers" had been hantiw . * D 8 e n test W constructed on nearby race tr&<*« 
_ _  J ^acKs, fair grounds 

and similar sites«. Early in the summer 
n e SUni3ie ^  t h e  astern half of California —which 

was known as the "Free Zone" and v»«  a*  <4> 
ana was the destination s s i ^ , - m^e* 

^ ^ of the volun» 

^ « « *» ̂ e exclusion a r e a . Witt, the s o m a t i c i j , f 

7 3 1 1  *  J a i S n S S e f r ° a t M S  — phase of controlled evacuation was _ 
pletedo Ihe second phase involved anot),̂  ™ 

U a n o f e 3 r mass movement fro® assembly centers 
to m,re remote an.  m o r e  ^ I „ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

" e r S d 6 3 i g n e d f ° r  — administered by the War Kelocation 
Authority  ( WM), c a m p s ,  t o o ,  H S r e S M O u n d e d b y b a r b e d  ^  a n d  ^ 

11 shed as military zones fr»m , ., . 
7 sones from which unauthorized egress was prohibited under 

penalties of public law. 

Forcible detention n? r-

oi the Japanese had not bee, anticipated in the origi-

nal Plans or the Western rfcfens, C o ™ , „hose d e c W d intention . s mere* 

to clear the coastal  r e g i o n o f  , p , fcent ia l e n e m i e S j „  a 8  . ̂  , 

necessity 1"} a, d the  P r , a j y J | e s e o f & n a i n g t h e W a r fielocation  _ 

to facilitate the  resett  W n t of the involuntartiy displaced evacuees. Once 

detention became a reality, however anH th* 

'  5 a n d t h G C a m p S d e c I ^ d ^ be military zones, 
W l k f o u n d  next to impossible to implement it«  w  „ 

to implement its resettlement program, A mall 
numbqr of bilineni ii ngually competent young „ „  w e r e r e e r u i t e d f r o a c a E p s  , fop  J ^ 

ing positions in aray language schools or for t n i»w- i„ - t , 
o r t ra ln ing m military intelligence, 

A few hundred students obtained Dermics tr, . u pwrniioS to enter midwest̂ ?»n o«^ ̂ „„a t i suern  and eastern colleges 

under a r r a n g e s initiated by a private organisation, the Stu dent Relocation ' 

Committee„ Several thousand men and a few women received «s easonal leaves" for 
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they were required to return to camp after the expiration o f their contracts 0 

Provisions for "indefinite leave" to take up more or less permanent work in 

normal communities required not only an individual "loya lty" investigation but 

also evidence of a valid job offer, of community acceptance, and of ability to 

support dependents remaining in camp«, These provisions were cumbersome and by 

the end of 1942, only about 1 percent of the adults in the camp s had been 

cleared for "indefinite l e a v e I n an effort to speed up relo cation, WRA 

entered a cooperative arrangement with the War Departmen t for mass clearance, 

in the spring of 1943* and a plan was drawn up for the simultan eous registra-

tion of young men eligible for military service and the ex ecution of lengthy 

questionnaires, designed to test "loyalty," by all per sons 17 years of age or 

oldero The plans for registration were hastily conceived, a nd ineptly adminis-

tered, and although most of the evacuees complied s&th the re quirements in most 

of the camps, there were widely publicised instances of pa ssive resistance, 

refusals to register, verbal declarations of disloyalty, and in one camp-~Tu2e 

Lake—open revolt  „  Following a Senate investigation, WRA undertook force d mss 

movement of the detained evacuees, by segregating the "disl oyal" and meiibers 

of their families who wished to accompany them in the Tule L ake camp, and mov-

ing the "loyal" from Tule Lake to other camps 0 Inasmuch as the "disloyal" 

contingent represented only alum I in  sin of tfte evacuees, registration did 

remove a major impediment to resettlement for the great maj ority of camp resi-

dents, and WRA proceeded to facilitate their movement by s etting up offices in 

many midwestern cities to aid in finding jobs and housing f or them D % the 

end of 1944, approximately one in three had left for the "out side World" to 

continue their education, enter the armed forces, take up an occupation, or 

join previously relocated family members« 
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On December 1?, 19A4* following a decision of the Supreme Co urt* the /¿o 

Western Defense Command^ order excluding Japanese from t he West Coast was 

rescinded. Simultaneously* the War Relocation Authority a nnounced that all 

camps under their supervision would be liquidated within a y ear» One after an-

other of the camps was closed, on schedule, and most of the e vacuees who had 
! /  '< 

sat out the war years in camp returned to the West Coast  0  In the course of 

the next few years, they were joined by appreciable numbers  of the earlier  re = 

settlers to the Midwest and East, and by 1950, four out of fiv e of all of the 

Japanese in the United States had again taken up residence i n one or another 

of the western states 0 

The 110,000 Japanese who experienced the various phases of evacuation, 

detention, and resettlement were homogeneous in respect t o ancestry 0 Demographi-

cally, politically, and culturally, however, the group con sisted of many ^ s S ^ S ^ 1 ^ ^ 

element  So  One-third were first generation immigrants, known as Iss eio Two-

thirds were American born, most of whom were American-ed ucated and known as 

Hisei or second generationo Within the American-born grou p a small minority 

(approximately one in seven) had received some or all of the ir education in v Ol̂ttv  iĉvi  ¿UV K&jptl 

Japan and were called Kibei (literally, "returned to Ameri ca")» Isseî were 

ineligible to American citizenship* in accordance with v arious judicial inter-

pretations of our Naturalization Act of 1790 and its subseq uent revisions; but 

by virtue of birth on American soil, all Nisei and Kibei h eld American citizen-

ship. 

The majority of the Issei males came to the United States b etween 1885 

and 1908, isfoen the Gentlemen^ Agreement with Japan beca me effective and brought 

labor immigration to an end« Most of the Issei females came be tween 1908, under 

a provision of the Agreement permitting the earlier immi grants to bring in close 

family members, and 1924 when Oriental Exclusion was incor porated in our 
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immigration law«. As a consequence, there were marked age  disparities, the median 

age of Issei males and females being 55 and 47 years respec tively, and that of 

the American bora, only 21 years» Moreover, since the prac tice of sending young 

children to Japan for education virtually ceased during th e 1930's, the Kibai, 

with a median age of 26 years, were appreciably older than th e Nisei, whose 

median age was only 17 years. 

At the outbreak of war, approximately two in every five o f the Japanese 

in the Pacific Coast states were gainfully occupied in agri culture» The Issei 

had, in the main, started as seasonal or casual workers, a nd many of them had 

progressed to tenancy and even ownership in spite of land l aws prohibiting own-

ership end restricting tenancy among aliens ineligible t o citizenshipo Most of 

the farms were operated as family enterprises, dependent in large roeasure upon 

the unpaid labor of wives and children 0 With little capital expenditure and in« 

tensive application of labor, they obtained virtual monop olies in the production 

of many of the important crops, and in California where their  farms included 

less than 3 percent of all the cropland harvested they were producing between 30 

and 35 percent by value of all commercial truck  crops „ 

Many Issei entered the urban labor force by way of domesti c service: 

day vjork on a contract basis, gardening, and what was k nown as a "schoolboy" 

job, in which young Japanese immigrants worked and lived in  white households 

and tried to get an education at the same time«, Movement i nto trade and 

service enterprises and into the ranks of skilled labor was h ampered by boycotts / 

and other restrictive measures» Aside from their numerous e nterprises devoted 

to meeting the needs of the ethnic group, they expanded int o the wider community 

in only a few limited branches: hotels, grocery stores, cl eaning and dyeing 

shops, Oriental art goods stores, and the wholesale and reta il marketing of 

agricultural produce Q In some of these they attained a considerable measure of 
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success, and, as in their  farming  enterprises, they drew heavily upon  unpaid 

family labor» 

Occupational outlets for American-born Japanese were, du ring the depres-

sion years when many of them were seeking their first jobs, e xtremely limited« 

There were few opportunities in the professions or in ot her white-collar jobs, 

except in the ethnic community or in state and federal civil service 0 Domestic 

service was the modal occupation for American-born fem ales and was often the 

only gainful employment obtainable also for appreciable numbers of males in the 

western cities« In San Francisco, for example, one in e very four of the citizen 

males and three in every five of the citizen females wasPIo o ccupied in 19#), 
t 

In striking contrast to the low occupational status of the second gener-

ati on  was their high educational level«»  By every  available index American-«' 

educated children of Japanese parentage were more thorou ghly schooled than even 

the notably well-educated general population on the Pacifi c Coast» In number 

of grades completed, they greatly surpassed any other ident ifiable minority and 

approximated native whites of native parentage» Compar ed with other population 

groups, Nisei children started school earlier and remain ed longer through the 

adolescent period; finished full curricula to a greater ex tent; obtained better 

grades and ratings from teachers; and received a quite disp roportionate number 

of scholastic honors» Kibei, too, were well educated» On e in four had com-

pleted schooling in thi3 countly, with a median number of  years of formal edu-

cation only slightly below that of Nisei» Those who had com pleted their 

education abroad had, on the average, two years less of for mal schooling than 

Nisei, but they had spent more years in schools in Japan th an had the parent 

generation® 

The high value placed on education had far-reaching cons equences in 

developing American habits and attitudes among Nisei and i n thus promoting their 



rapid assimilation, but also in promoting aggressively nat ionalistic "pro-Japan" 

attitudes among the Kibei, many of whom sd in Japan during the  crucial 

1930 «s 0 1I 

The culture Apolitical orientation of the three "generationa l" groups 

tended to vary not only with respect to education but also in terms of geographi 

cal location^ occupation, language, and religion» There was less segregation 

and discrimination in the Pacific  Northwest  than in California; and, in general, 

less in urban than in rural  areas 0 Farming  communities  tended to be more close-

knit and (ethnocentered t̂han even the Little Tokyos or Jap anese Towns of the 

larger  elites <> Family enterprise tended to retard integration; while d omestic 

service, in spite of its low status,  was  one of the few occupations that 

brought the Japanese minority into more than casual face-t o-face contact with 

the Caucasian  majority* 

Although many Japanese had had contact with Christian m issionaries prior 

to immigration^ about three-quarters of the Issei settler s adhered to the 

Buddhist faith; and the proportion of Buddhists among Ki bei was appreciably 

higher than that of the parent generation 0 Approximately half of the Nisei, 

£ 

however0 followed the majority-group preference pattern of Christianity or 

secularism» Acceptance of Christianity did not, in and o f itself, imply inte-

gration into the larger American community, inasmuch as al l of the major West ( jJUaS-

Coast denominations segregated their Japanese members in separate churches or 

missions; but it did, through various related activities , provide a basis for 

interracial contact that had no counterpart in Buddhist con gregations, which ^  * 

were branches of organizations centered in Japan, and by the ir very nature, 

tended to orient their adherents to the mother country» 

Most of the Issei were highly literate in the Japanese lang uage but had 

very imperfect knowledge of English; whereas the converse was true of most Nisei„ 
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among whom English was considered the "mother tongue/* in sp ite of years of 

attendance, at the behest of their parents, at privately-o rganized Japanese 

language schools» A minority of the Kibei were skilled bi Ung uals; the 

majority tended, like their parents, to have greater faci lity in Japanese, and 

to be handicapped, compared vdth Nisei, in the use of Engl ish 0 

During the prewar decades, there was a plethora of immigra nt organiza-

tions and associations on the  West  Coast* In most settlements, the Japanese 

Association, which included in its membership most of the farmers and business 

from surrounding areas was the focal organization» It re ceived official recog-

nition from the consular offices, and performed  a  number of semiofficial func-

tions, in addition to many social and meliorative activit ies 0 Almost every 

immigrant belonged also to  a  prefectural society (ken.jinkai), -which included 

persons orientating in the same prefecture in Japan, and ser ved, in many com-

munities, as the center of immigrant social life» Attempts  to form "junior 

auxiliaries" among Nisei had met with limited success, an d the only numerically 

important second-generation association was the Japanese American Citizens 

League (JACL) which, by 1940, had 50 chapters, devoted t o exerting political 

pressure against discriminatory legislation, to promot ing public relations with 

the larger community and to emphasizing "Americanism" to the second  generation.. 

After 1939, concomitant with the development of strong ant i-Japan sentiment in 

the United States, JACL officials cooperated perhaps over enthusiastically with 

American intelligence agencies in evaluating the "loyal ty" of members  of the 

immigrant community; and, when evacuation plans were anno unced, its chapters 

served as liaison groups with WCCA. 

The cult ural-generational-poli tic al cleavages that exi sted before the 

war were aggravated by the conditions of life behind the bar bed wire of assembly 



centers and relocation projects  <>  The registration crisis of 1943 and the sub-

sequent sifting of the "loyal" from the "disloyal" result ed in a highly selec-

tive segregation, with an extraordinai^incMence of "dislo yalty" among Kibei 

and an extremely low proportion among Nisei, with Issei oc cupying intermediate 

positions«, The ability of second-generation American-ed ucated Japanese to main-

tain their orientation as Americans under the pressures en gendered by evacuation 

detention, and registration was noteworthy for all classe s, but strongest among 

those who had resided in the Pacific Northwest, who had been e mployed in non-

agricultural or urban pursuits, who had accepted Christia nity or professed no 

religion, and who had attained the highest level of educat ion« And it was these 

classes that responded most eagerly and quite dispropor tionately to their num-

bers to the opportunities opened up for resettlement fr om camps to the Middle 

West and East„ The net effect of forced mass migration and s elective resettle-

ment was, therefore, the dispersal beyond the bounds of s egregated ethnocentered 

communities into areas of wider opportunity of the most higj hly assimilated seg-

ments of the Japanese American minority<> 

2o Charles Kikuchi and his Family 

Charles Kikuchi, an American citizen of Japanese parentag e, was evacu-

ated from Berkeley on April 30, 1942, while a student at the  University of 

California»  On that day, be  began  to keep a diary of what was happening to him 

and to his fellow-evacuees and of how they reacted to these happenings» The 

idea of keeping a journal of the evacuation had been conceive d some weeks earlie 

in a discussion with two Berkeley students, James Sakoda and  Warren Tsuneishi» 
.7* 

Sakoda in particular had urged the historical value of "on- the-spot" documenta-

tion, by participant observers, and all three students kept diaries, independ-

ently,  for varying lengths of time  <> 
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Kikuchi had an unusually curious and retentive mind, and  he produced 

what may well be the most complete and revealing day»by~d ay record of the evacu-

ation and its  aftermath«  His diary, in its uncut version, covers 10,000 type-

written pages for the period from April 1942 to August 1945 » 

CK, as he calls himself in his diary and as we shall refer t o him, was 

born in Vallejo, California on January IB, 1916—the second child of Nakajiro 

and Shizuko Kikuchi© His father had immigrated to America ar ound the turn of 

the century in the hope of acquiring wealth and returning to Japan• But after 

several years as a migratory farm worker and a five-year period of service as 

cook in the United States Navy, he took a course in barbsri ng and settled down 

in the waterfront district of Vallejo^ close to the Mare Is land Naval Easeo 

His friends among the sailors patronised his shop and for a time he prospered© 

Mrs« Kikuchi—seventeen years younger than  her husband—was the well 

educated, attractive daughter of middle-clas3 Tokyo pare nts, and the sister of 

one of Haka jiro 3 s  shipmates ©  The marriage was arranged, in  1913  9  by a broker, 

for the sum of #500, and  Mrs 0 Kikuchi did not meet her husband until the day 

he arrived in Japan for the wedding© She and her parents accep ted in good 

faith the groom®s claim that he was a rich American busine ssman« 

Arriving in America with her husband, Mrs 0 Kikuchi was hardly prepared 

for his barber's shack located across the mud flats of Valle jo in the midst of 

dilapidated stores, saloons and brothels D Her new home had two rooms: in the 

front, the barber shop; and a fifteen-by-twenty foot b ack room that served as 

complete living quarters© Inasmuch as barbering is a trade of low status in 

Japan, being generally performed by women, Mrs© Kikuchi fou nd it difficult to 

adjust to her husband 9 s  career in America© Domestic discord soon developed 

and Mr© Kikuchi®s addiction to alcohol, already strong bef ore marriage, in-

creased greatly and with it came frequent outbursts of cru elty© 
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The first child, a girl named Mariko, was born in 1915; and the first 

son—the author of this diary—a year later, Each of the chi ldren was given a 

Japanese name which—as was customary among Nisei—was angli cized as they grew 

older: Sutekatsu, born in 1917, became Jack; Haruka, born i n 1919 9 was called 

Alice; Emiko, born in 1924, was known as Emi or  Assy;  loriko, born in 1926, 

changed her name to Bette; Takeshi, born in 1929, became Tom; and the youngest, 

Miyako, born in 1931, called herself Margaret or Margie  0  CK had a great 

antipathy to his "screwy Japanese nan®," and was reluctant e ven to disclose it« 

Customers in the barber-shop dubbed him "Charlie," and, fro m early childhood, 

this was the name he used« 

The Kikuchi pattern of living was a mixture of old and new wor ld customs; 

but Japanese was the only language spoken at home, and neit her CK nor Mariko 

knew any English when they entered the  public  schools—a fact that was to set 

off a chain of nightmarish events for the former,, 

A few days after CK had been admitted to school his teacher v isited his 

parents to talk over his language difficulties« The purpos e of her visit was 

apparently misunderstood, and as CK recalls it "this incid ent caught ray father 

in a tender spot and touched off in him something that made t hings hard for me 

thereafter»" I'ihen the teacher left, Mr« Kikuchi worked h imself into a violent 

rage« 
j 

he hung me by the -  feet to the two-by-six rafters that cut the ceil-

ing of the room in half, and  whipped  me with an old razor  strop 0 I 

hung there, head down, for five or ten minutes«" 

After this traumatic incident, CK was subjected to freque nt accusations, 

beatings, and even torture 0 The situation became intolerable, and Mrs 0 Kikuchi 

left home, taking CK and the other three children, and they w ent on public re-

lief. Although the parents became reconciled and the fami ly reunited vdthin a 
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few months, separation had not lessened Mr* Kikuchi*s inten se hostility to his 

oldest son* After several years of unhappiness and tension , Mrs* Kikuchi ?s 

brother offered to adopt CK and take him back with him to Japan , but at the last 

minute Mr* Kikuchi balked at the.plan, and, instead, placed the boy in the 

custody of one of his own friends in San Francisco* This a rrangement came to 

an abrupt end when the custodian was jailed for embezzlem ent; and CK was com-

mitted to a small private orphanage* This, too, turned o ut to be only a tempo-

rary refugeo The orphanage was disbanded following the deat h of a child under 

suspicious circumstances, and CK was sent back to his paren ts in Vallejo* Again 

the savage beatings began, and Mrs* Kikuchi, in desperation , asked her lawyer 

to have CK made a ward of the court«, 

CK was then eight years of age, and for the next ten years he l ived in 

a Salvation Array institution for orphans and children fr om broken homes, on a 

seven-hundred acre estate in a nearby farming area* For e ight of these years 

he was a ward of the court; and he stayed on for two addition al years, working 

for his room and board* He was the only Japanese boy in "She  Home "«—as  he 

called it—and he was quickly accepted by the other childr en and by the adminis-

trative staffo He soon acquired a knowledge of English, comp leted three grades 

in school in a single year, and caught up with his age group* H e became  some-

thing of  a  leader in his "gang," being  a  good scrapper and full of ideas of 

adventure * 

TV � ¿ ' _ , , , D UI F V U /F CT ŶVTCVVVIC Ô 

Dunng most of the time he was at the Home, CK wag  , out  of communication 

with his family* He had never learned to read Japanese, and his mother could 

not write to him in English* His oldest sister, Mariko, sent h im an occasional 

greeting card; but he did not reciprocate* Three years aft er his admission, 

his mother's lawyer visited him to inquire whether he wish ed to return to Vallejo 
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and to tell him that his mother believed that his father 8s attitude had soft-

ened and that it would be safe to return« The lawyer spok e to him at first in 

Japanese, and CK discovered, to his surprise, that he had almost completely 

forgotten the language  0  Only a "faint and distant rumble of meaning came 

through," and he could not (or would not) answer any questio ns until the lawyer 

spoke to him in English 0 He then replied with loud "no's," but would give no 

reason for his refusal to return to his family e 

During his last four years at the Horns CK attended a nearby h igh school 

where he was the only Nisei student« He graduated in 1934 "a mong the first 

four in scholarship" and left the Home six months later f or San Francisco, with 

a new suit of clothes and twenty dollars in his pocket» His r eception in San 

Francisco surprised, hurt, and infuriated him« For two wee ks he walked the 

streets in fruitless search of a job» In his wanderings he d iscovered Japa-

nese Town, but he could understand neither the language no r the  customs «  After 

a series of rebuffs he sought the assistance of the Direct or of the Horns, and, 

through him, found a position as athletic instructor in a s chool for Japanese 

boys» He managed to collect a month 8s salary before he was discharged for re-

fusal to bow to his elders and conform to Japanese ways« 

After he had been in San Francisco for three months, CK sou ght out his 

family in Vailejo: 

One day I found myself on a ferryboat going across the bay»  Not 
having seen  my  home for nearly ten years, I had only a vague idea of 
its location<> But I found it« It looked poor, small and shab by» 
Through the shop window I saw my father sitting idle in his b arber's 
chair« I did not really recognize him; I just assumed it was  he« He 
looked very old«.»« 

I walked around the block« Should I go in?....I decided t o enter 
by the back way« 

My mother recognized me at once, with a little gasp« She was very 
still a few seconds, looking at me« Then she closed her eye s and 
smiled as though she had been expecting me««,..My mother had aged, too. 
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She was so thin, so little» She came scarcely up to my chin . I could 
not understand what she was saying in Japanese and she knew no English  0 

There were several youngsters in the room, my brothers and s isters, 
At first I barely saw them» They all stared at me, and whispe red ex« 
cit  edly o 

My father shuffled into the back room from the shop...»He wa s only 
a shadow of the figure he had been ten years before. He was much 
smaller than  I «..„VJhen  informed who I was, he folded his arms and his 
head dropped on his sunken chest, and he began to talk in a jumb le of 
Japanese and English« I gathered that he thought I hated him« Finally 
he sat on the edge of one of the three beds that crowded the room , and 
clutching a brass knob, asked me to forgive him for his mistre atment of 
me...̂ he had ceased drinking. I felt dreadful over this, bu t managed * 
to pat him on the shoulder and take his hand, which was weak an d snail 
and cold.«.. 

My mother tried desperately to make me feel welcome« She was 
distressed over my inability to understand here..I began t o notice 
my brothers and sisters whose eyes continued to be fixed on  me 0 

Every move I made caused a stir among them. E -̂and-by I cou nted 
them. Four; all born after I had left home. One was only three, a 
tiny fellow sitting in the middle of one of the huge beds. Ihey made 
me uneasy....On that first visit the other three members of the family 
were not home. The two senior children in the house acted a3  inter« 
preters between my mother and me„ She said she hoped m y feelings 
about my father really were not bitter any longer. I found it diffi-
cult to say anything, but said they were not: I bore him no grud ge» 
She asked me to come to live with them; they would make room for m e. 
This caused a flutter among the interpreters. One whispere d to an-
other in English, "Where will he sleep?" I declined the i nvitation. 
I said I would crowd them too mucho Eut my real reason was that I 
did not belong» 

During the fall and winter of 1934-35, CK visited Vallejo se veral more 

times, and gradually became acquainted with his family« Ma riko, who was work-

ing as a domestic servant in San Francisco, and had been the c hief support of 

the family for several years, was the only one of the siblings who really 

remembered him» She received him with warmth and affectio n, and offered to 

help him find a job« There were, however, few openings,  except in domestic 

service, and the idea of becoming a servant was extremely di stasteful to him. 

For weeks, he lived at a bare subsistence level, doing odd jobs and occasional 

H 
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"day work" in Japanese Town,, As a last  re  sort , and still against his will, 

he took a job as houseboy for a prominent business nan and h is wife«, 

To say that I was difficult is putting it mildly, and I still marvel 
at their patience with ne. Now and then, during my first two  years 
with them, they would put me in my place, which pushed me to t he 
brink of quitting; but they also made frequent concessions « For ex-
ample, the previous houseboy had worn a white coat while serving 
them«, I rebelled against this so much they let me have my wa y, ex-
cept when they had special guests 0 

His employers encouraged CK to continue his education, and so arranged his 

hours that he was able to enter San Francisco State College in the fall of 

1935o In spite of their kindness he was sensitive and stand-o ffish«, He 

did his work so well they could not find fault, but he answe red as many ques-

tions as possible with a curt "yes" or "no." 

At college CK did not reveal the fact that he ivas working as a house-

boy, and he deliberately avoided contact with his fellow students—especially 

i-dth other Nisei 0 Early in his junior year a Caucasian member of the Student 

Council challenged him for the obvious chip on his shoulder , and he began to 

associate more freely with other students• He became intere sted in the history 

and status of Japanese Americans, read widely, and discus sed Nisei problems 

with his "boss,," He was elected president of the Internati onal Club*, and 

graduated in May 1939 at the head of his class* "Ihe boss" an d his wife gave 

him a used Model A car and five twenty-dollar bills as a gradu ation present. 

CK had majored in history, hoping to teach in the public schools; but, 

in 1939, there were few openings for teachers, and no Japan ese were then be-

/ 

ing employed in California «schools«, During the summer, he earned his living 

as a farm laborer, travelling from place to place in his car« , Returning to 

San Francisco in the fall, he sought advice from former profe ssors; he applied 

to numerous business firms and agencies; and he was inte rviewed by employment 



and personnel managers, but  he  could find no permanent job«, During the entire 

fall and most of the winter of 1939 he was unemployed, finall y obtaining help 

from the National Youth Administration—a government age ncy established under 

the Works Progress Administration 0 Under NYA, he began a study of the economic 

problems of Nisei in the San Francisco Bay Area« The foll owing summer he again 

joined a group of agricultural laborers along with his brot her Jack, and worked 

ten hours a day for twenty-five cents an hour» 

In the autumn of 1940, CK resumed work for NYA, and in this con nection 

drifted into "Japanese Town, 11 and became associated with a group of Nisei 

"rowdies," none of whom knew of his research activities«. H e describes this as 

his "disorganized period»" He spent much of his time drinkin g, gambling, and 

visiting houses of prostitutions and he seldom saw his fam ily. 

In the spring of 1941, CK acted as chauffeur for a physician (Alice i s 

former employer) and drove him and his family through the Pa cific Northwest 

and Canadao Returning, he spent the summer in "hand-to-mout h" living, working 

at the San Francisco Fair, on the railroads and in the Reno  gambling houses 0 

In August he entered the University of California at Berkel ey, on a scholar-

ship, to work for a one-year certificate in the graduate school of Social Works 

and on Pearl Harbor Day he was midway in his year of graduate study» He recalls 

the events of that day as follows: 

On Sunday, December 7, a couple of Nisei friends and I had gott en 
together for a bull session and the conversation turned to  the sub-
ject of possible war 0 Right in the midst of this conversation, 
another Nisei boy rushed in to announce that Pearl Harbor ha d been 
bombed by the Japanese air  force,.  We all took it as a joke and we 
continued our discussion«,"  The  boy tried to convince us but we 
just ignored him 0 Finally one of us turned on the radio and the 
news flash came over«, We still did not believe it until sev eral 
other friends came running in to announce the news» Our g roup 
quietly broke up and I suppose we x*ere all pretty shocked ,, My 
first reaction was one of vague fear because I somehow felt  that 
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I itfould be identified with the enemy* In order to reass ure myself 
that this would not happen, I walked up to the college librar y and 
mixed in with other students who were trying to study for t heir 
finals»«o  • 

The next day I quietly went over to the Civic Center in San  Fran-
cisco and asked to be inducted into the service* I was re fused for 
the second time because the officer said that a policy had to b e 
set for the Nisei first» I did not press the matter but retur ned 
to the campus, and I did not tell any of my friends vihat I had 
tried to do* 

Under Department of Justice orders, Mr* and Mrs«, Kikuchi , being "enemy 

aliens," were subject to exclusion from their home in Valle jo, which was in 

the vicinity of the Mare Island Naval Base 0 Caucasian friends petitioned 

Washington unsuccessfully, in their behalf* In February t he family was forced 

to move, and they chose San Francisco as a destination* Mari ko, who was work-

ing in Los Angeles as a domestic servant, and Jack, a studen t at San Francisco 

State College, returned to Vallejo to assist in the moving, b ut the main burden 

fell upon Alice who had taken over the major share of respon sibility for the 

family from Mariko» Upon graduating at the head of her cla ss at Vallejo High 

School, Alice had completed a course in secretarial work but —like Mariko— 

she had been forced into domestic service to earn a living an d help support 

her parents and younger brothers and sisters* 

Mr* Kikuchi completely reversed his attitude toward CK and l ooked to 

him, as the oldest son, for leadership in this period of cri sis« Through 

CK's efforts, assistance was obtained from federal relief a gencies and the 

financial burden on his sisters was eased* However, his vig orous entrance 

into family affairs marked the emergence of conflict bet ween him and his 

older sisterso Alice and Mariko welcomed his aid but resente d his exercise of 

authority, and the struggle between them was to mount in inte nsity over the 

next three years* 
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Two months after the move from Vallejo the family was uproo ted again 

when all persons of Japanese ancestry were ordered to le ave Military Area 

which  s  of course, included San Francisco, Eerkeley, and Los Ange les 0 Mariko 

alone decided to resettle to the East during the period of "v oluntary evacu-

ation" and she left for Chicago just before the orders prohib iting change of 

address were enforced on March 27o 

Kr e and  Mrs „  Kikuchi and six of their children were evacuated, early 

in April, to an Assembly Center at the Tanforan Race Track* Or ders had not 

yet been issued for Berkeley, but CK registered for evacuati on under the 

"family number" so that he would be assigned to the same barracks at Tanforan 

He continued his studies at the University and managed to com plete the exams 

just before he was evacuated on April 30th  <,  His grades—all A ?s~»were sent 

to him in the Assembly Center, accompanied by a certifi cate in Social Work 

and, ironically, an invitation to attend graduation ceremo nies«. 

At Tanforan, CK was united with his family for the first tim e in 

eighteen years« Here he and his parents and six of his brothe rs and sisters 

lived for five months in a barrack-like apartment of two roo ms, converted 

from horse stalls; and here CK had his first close associ ation, since early 

childhood, with Japanese immigrant culture» Here, too, he b egan his diary, 

which he kept daily (with only three or four exceptions) thro ughout the 

entire war period« 

CK accepted a part-time research assistant  ship  on the 

University of California Evacuation and Resettlement Stu dy; and he agreed to 

turn over his diary as source material for the Study * 

CK8 s  connection,,with the California Study gave him some choic e in his 

subsequent moves to a WRA "relocation project," for the W estern Defense Com-

mand had approved a request from the Director of the Study to m ove evacuee 
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assistants to selected relocation projects which would se rve as centers for 

observational research» The Kikuchis, therefore, had to ch oose between going 

to Tule lake or Gila River, or to renain at Tanforan and tak e their chances 

with the evacuees in this camp, who were eventually sent to T opaz» CK selected 

Gila both because it was outside California and because he c ould be independent 

of the other members of the Study, all of whom had selected T ule  Lake  0  The 

rest of the family agreed to go with him, and in September they were all trans-

ferred to Gila* 

Njhis was another turbulent period for the Kikuchis» Mr 0 Kikuchi had 

a stroke on the way to Gila and was removed from the train at San Luis Obispo« 

He never fully recovered, although he was able to be transfer red to the hos-

pital at Gila where ft» remained until his death in July 1943o J ack stayed at 
\ 

Gila only long enough to iielp the family get settled, and th en left to take a 

\  
scholarship at Drew University in New Jersey; and shortly a fterward Alice 

joined Mariko in Chicago <> \ 

For several months, CK functioned as a participant observe r at Gila, 

obtaining a job in the housing and welfare division of the WRA project and 

becoming secretary of the leading Nisei organizations in camp«—the Japanese 

American Citizens League (JACL)» Possibly because of his cl ose involvement 
\ 

in community affairs and his association with administrati ve personnel, he 

was attacked and beaten by unidentified assailants on D ecember 23o After this 

pa.infUl experience, he became increasingly anxious to l̂ ave camp, and eagerly 

accepted an offer to continue work on the California Stuc a full-time 
research assistant in the midwestera area of resettlement April/ 1943 s \ 

he left camp for Chicago, taking Sniko and Bette with him„  CK anckhis sisters 

x were thus in the vanguard of the evacuees resettling from camps to  8l tfiK out-

x 
side wo rid  0 " 
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CK worked in the Chicago office of the California Study for  two and 

a half year So Here he prepared resettler life histories-«m eticulously detailed 

and vivid retrospective accounts of evacuation and early re settlement--many of 

which are included in The Salvage 0 Here too he continued, unremittingly, his 

own daily record of events and personal reactions 0 

With CK's induction into the army in August jl945, his stor y of the 

evacuation, detention and resettlement of the Japanese  minority group comes to 

a close 0 Corresponding to these phases is the division of the K ikuchi Diary 

into three sections—Tanforan, Gila, and Chicago„ 

The diary has been extensively cut,  ng.  to 

Â RR^ l y  H O T S iih^ 10  paregnt-  vrt̂ toS^Ttetrial a The editors have, however, 

neither rewritten nor altered it; the only "corrections " are for obvious typing 

errorso But in the interest of smooth reading the dots of el ipses have been 

omittedo 

In general the material eliminated from this abridgment has been of 

three types: l) information which is of no importance eith er as a history 

of the evacuation or as the reactions of the Kikuchis and the ir associates 

(eogo, weather reports, minor illnesses, etc<>); 2) repet itious details of 

camp living (e 0g«>, menus, block meetings, etc 0) and minutes, official announce-

ments, and similar items  which  were incorporated as documents; 3) information 

about the camps that is adequately or better presented in other sources (e „go, 

administrative organization and reorganization)o The ann otation©  give -some 

' - 

AQ4122&OIL o f . ^ S ^ m t e r i M ^ m l ^ ^ A copy of the unabridged diar y is included 

in the  Thorns  Collection of the University of California Library at Be rkeley» 
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INTRODUCTION 

With the attack on Pearl Harbor and American entrance into  World 

War II, Americans, as a nation and as individuals, were com pelled to make 

quickly inumerable decisions with far reaching consequen ces* One such 

decision made by our government was to remove all persons of Japanese 

ancestry from the West Coast and resettle them into the int erior states* 

Ninety days after this decision had been made almost 110,0 00 Japanese 

Americans - citizens and aliens treated alike - had been upr ooted from their 

homes, occupations, and communities and placed in detentio n camps pending 

their resettlement many months later* This unprecedented t reatment of an 

American minority group brought with it great suffering a nd anxiety, an 

enormous waste of human and economic resources, social an d personal 

disorganization, and a "soul searching" by both the mino rity involved and 

the larger society* It stands as a unique chapter in Americ an history with 

lessons that can neither be ignored nor forgotten* 

This diary was kept by one of the evacuees, Charles Kikuchi* It is 

a day by day account of his and his family's experiences du ring this time 

of change and personal crisis; and it is a uniquely detailed r ecord of the 

evacuation and resettlement of Japanese Americans, This jo urnal candidly 
/ 

describes from the viewpoint of an evacuee the forced remov al, the course 

of life behind barbed wire, the personal and social adjustme nts of evacuees 

to crises, and the struggle after leaving camp to reintegra te into American 

society* 

At the outbreak of war the Japanese American population was heavily 



concentrated along the West Coast* Of some 127,000 persons of Japanese 

ancestry in the United States almost 94*000 lived in Califor nia, and an 

additional 19*000 lived in the states of Washington, Oregon , and Arizona* 

The great majority (about 80,000) had been bom in America and had American 

citizenship as a birth right* The remaining 47*000 had in&gr eted from Japan 

2 

and, with few exceptions, were inelgible for American citi zenship* The first 

generation Japanese imigrants are known as Issei, and the ir American born 

children as Nisei (literally first and second generation )* CK* is a Nisei 

having been born in San Franeiseo of Japanese immigrant pa rents* 

The diarist's father, Nakajiro Kikuchi, like most Issei , had imigrated 

to America around the turn of the century in hopes of acquiri ng wealth and 

returning to Japan* For several years he wandered up and down California as 

an agricultural laborer in one of the many Japanese "labor g angs." In 1904 

he enlisted as cook in the United States Navy from which he re ceived an 

honorable discharge H m r years later* After leaving the Navy he held a series 

of "typical" Issei jobs: working as a railroad section han d, as an agricultural 

laborer, in California lumber mills, and on Japanese fishin g boats* Eventually 

he opened a barber shop nearby the Naval base at Mare Island* 

In 1913 after seeing a Picture of the sister of an Issei frie nd and 

paying five hundred dollars to a "go between" in Japan to az range the marriage, 

Mr* Kikuchi journeyed to Japan for his "picture bride*" Th e bride, some 

seventeen years younger than he, came from aMSUper middle c lass Tokio family 
/ 

and had received a  MMJT better than average education* Her marriage had 

been arranged by her father and the marriage brokerj and, ae she often 

«In the diary Kikuchi usually refers to himself in this man ner; and 
following him, initials will be used throughout the intr oduction and 
annotations when referring to him* 



recounted later to her amazed American born children, s he did not see her 

husband to be until the day of the wedding* She and her family assumed the 

groom was a "rich American businessman", a claim made by th e groom and 

accepted in good faith* 

This illusion of wealth was brutally dispelled upon arriv ing in America* 

As they walked along the streets of San Francisco, the new bri de dressed in 

her Japanese kimono looked wonderingly at high building s and large houses 

and inquired if their home was to be as large* Her husband f s reply that 

his was smaller hardly prepared her for the shack located acr oss the mud fiats 

of Vallejo in the midst of dilapidated stores, hovels, and ho uses of prostitution* 

Her shock was compounded by the discovery that he was merel y a barber, a trade 

of low status in Japan* Her new home had two rooms* In the fro nt room was 

the barber shop* The fifteen by twenty foot back room was to se rve as complete 

living quarters* In this setting the bride who had been acc ustomed to servants 

and the amenities of high status learned to keep house* 

So intense was her longing for her parental family and hom eland that she 

was never to forget her first lonliness in America: a lonel iness made greater 

by the fact that her husband, jealously guarding his Japanes e beauty from his 

countryman whom he distrusted, forbade her to have any conta ct with other 

Japanese and her inability to speak English barred her fro m Caucasians* 

Domestic discord soon developed* Mr* Kikuchi resented hi s wife's 

higher status, was irked by her dissatisfaction with her p osition in America, 

and rightly or wrongly imagined that she "looked down" on hi m because of 

his occupation* His addiction to alcohol, strong before m arriage, increased 

greatly, and with it came frequent burst of violence and cru elty* 

The first child, a girl, was born in 1915 and named Mariio* A y ear 
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later the first son, the author of this diary, was  born,  ̂ Jrafc prior to his 

birth v^olent quarr^Xs foreed a separation and Mrs. Kik ychi enteres a San 

Francisco institution which cared fo* unwed mother»; Her e CK was born. He 

and his motheJ^give the year is however fiis birth Certific ate is dated 
/ V / 

I9l6.y>He was given what he describes as "a screwey Japane se name." So 

great is his block toward this name that it is one bit of hie per sonal life 

which he steadfastly refuses to disclose* Customers in th e barber shop later 

gave him the name "Charlie" which he contunued to use throu ghout his life« 

Each of the children was given a Japanese name which in most cases they 

Anglicized as they grew older - a common practice among the N isei. Shortly 

after the birth of C K the Kikuchis were reconciled, and Mrs . Kikuchi returned 

to Valle jo^> Six more children were born  WBBb-  during the next decade. A son 
• —  A  . j l M l 

or Jack, in 1917| Haruka or Alice in 1919; Emiko or Amy in 1924 | 
l 

Yuriko or Bette in 1926} Takeshi or Tom in 1929} and Mjrak o or Karjorie in 1931* 

As among most immigrant families, the pattern of living in the 

Kioichi home was a mixture of old and new world traits. Both J apanese and 

American dishes were served but eaten with chop sticks. Amer ican dress was 

the rule except for Japanese house slippers. Just before en tering San 

Francisco harbor, Mr. Kikuchi had his bride throw overboa rd all of her 

Japanese clothing except for her bridal kimono and the on e she was wearing. 

Japanese bathing customs were followed with the family ba thing together in 

two large wooden tubs. The home language was entirely Japa nese, and neither 

C K nor his older sister knew any English at the time they ent ered school -

a fact that was to set off a chain of nightmarish events for C K . He recalls 

his language handicap and its immediate consequences in t hese wordst 



The second 02* third dey is sy educational career, the tea cher 
came home with me and tried to discuss ngr language problem 
with ny mother, who could not understand what she wanted* My 
mother called my father* who was working on a customer in the 
shop* The teacher tried to explain to my father what had 
brought her to the house, but he, too, had difficulty in 
understanding her* Finally he nodded a few times and bowed 
Japanese-like, and she left* 

For some reason, this incident caught my father in a 
tender spot and touched off in him something that made things 
hard for me thereafter* 

My oldest sister, also, had known no English when she 
started school the year before, but had, somehow, gotten by * 
So now, finishing with his customer, the old man poured him-
self a tall drink of bootleg and, after a long silence dur ing 
which he kept looking at me, demanded to know why the school 
woman had not come with ngr sister but had had to bring me 
home. Of what worth was I anyhow? 

My mother coming to ay defense only made matters worse* 
I was no good, he declared, because she sheltered and pampe red* 
me; and he wondered what one could expect from her kind, anyh ow* 
He drank some more, and tried to talk English, then continue d 
in Japanese, for, as he explained, we were too dumb to und erstand 
him in English, which he implied was superior language* He ra ved 
about how humilating the Incident was* That an American teac her 
should come to his house to complain about the stupidity of his 
son - and his first son, at thatl How could he ever live this 
down!.»Another swig from the gallon...Then, flying in to high 
rage, he kicked me across the floor between the beds* 

As I whimpered picking myself up, his rage turned into sad istic 
passion, and he seized me* I was a disgrace to the race of Nlppo nl 
I was not his son, but only my mother's; and she was from the 
good-for-nothing upper classes* I was unfit to be his heir * X 
had no manly Japanese virtue of any sort! In an attempt to 
remedy this lack, he hung me by the feet to the two-by-si x rafters 
that cut the ceiling of the room in half, and whipped me with an 
old razor strap* I hung there, head dowi, for five or ten 
minutes; it seemed ages* My mother could do nothing* Huddli ng 
in a corner with the other children, she probably prayed to he r 
ancestors.3 

/ 

This incident touched off a latent hostility of the father towards the 

son, and following it C K was subjected almost daily to contr ived tortures* 

To see if  G K had "Japanese fortitude" Mr. Kikuchi would pinch his ar ms 

with pliers* The louder C K yelled, the harder he would pi nch* A series 

of similar trials prompted Mrs* Kikuchi to seek a divorce. However, after 
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a short separation she returned home partly because of her ave rsion to 

living on relief and partly because of her husband's pr omises to reform. His 

hatred of his son had not lessened however, and he soon resum ed burtal 

treatment. The seven year old child was completely terror ised and withdrew 

only to find the fury of the attacks increase. <^Nei£her he n or/the other 

members of̂ the family understood the reason for/tfhis hat red. Many years 7 y / /  /  
later J?K was to t̂oarn the jrtiason from his jPitheri Mr. Kik uchi imagined that 

/ /  s V  ' 
C K/was not rsally his own son. J 

Fearing for C K*s life, Mrs. Kikuchi suggested sending him to Japan 

to be adopted by her brother* but Mr. Kikuchi refused feeli ng that this 

wou3d reflect unfavorably upon him. However, the Idea of ge tting rid of C K 

appealed to him, and he persuaded a friend in Arasrica to a dopt him. C K 

was taken to his new home, duly adopted, and his name legally c hanged to 

that of his adopted parent. This proved to be only temporary security, for 

In less than six months his new father was arrested and impri soned for 

embezzlement. Mr. Kikuchi refused to take C K back and he be ome a ward of 

the court. By court order C K then was placed in a small privat ely owned 

orphanage, but his stay hers was even shorter than in his ad opted home. The 

orphanage was run for profit rather than service, and the c hildren were 

treated in a manner reminiscent of pages from Dickens. Afte r a small child 

died from maltreatment, public authorities closed the orph anage, and C K 

found himself deposited at his home in Vallejo. Again t he savage beatings 

began and again to protect him Mrs. Kikuchi fled ~ this t ime seeking the 

advice of a Japanese lawyer In San Francisco* On his recora nendation C K 

was placed In an orphanage In northern California, and Mr s. Kikuchi with 

the other children returned to Vallsjo. When C K entered "the home" as hs 



was to call it, he was eight years old. He was to remain here f or the next 

ten years. During these years he did not see or hear direc tly from any 

member of his family. 

C K was the only "Japanese" in the home and was quickly acce pted by 

the other children and a kind administrative staff. He soon acquired a 

knowledge of English and was able to complete three grades i n one year 

catching up with his age group. Either because of his previ ous family 

experiences or his immersion into a non-Japanese environ ment, he completely 

forgot the Japanese language. 

Three years after his entrance into the home, C K's mother had the 

Japanese lawyer visit him to inquire if he wanted to return to Vallejo. The 

lawyer began to speak in Japanese* C K could not understa nd aHMMband 

asked him to speak English. The lawyer, who could not belie ve that he had 

forgotten Japanese, upbraided him for his "lack of Japane se spirit" but 

was compelled to speak English to make his point. His me ssage wis to the 

effect that his father had somewhat softened and his mother thought it safe 

for him to return if he wanted.to. C K answered with a loud " no." He could 

not be persuaded to change and kept shouting "no." When the lawyer left, C K 

locked himself in his room and cried. 

In 1934 he graduated from high school ranking fourth in his cl ass. 

Six months later he left the hotoê with a new suit of clothe s and twenty dollars. 

AcdUdngJ^San Fr̂ nclaca-iaft̂ Mas fay  •  1 JI>U since Ida  EA RL Y miilUliuud 

»'•y the toil «want environment of the home.  Arv\ fnr the flrni lilino he 

became pntnfMUy aware of the meaning of minority group sta tus. Discrimination 

surprised, hurt, and infuriated him. vlfe until then he had not realized that 

a difference in appearance made so much difference in  treatmeht.  ^ 



I needed a haircut, and went to a barbershop* The 
barber glowered at me« What did I want? I told him, 
"Nothin 1 doin'j get out I" In the town I had come from 
I never had a hint of anything like this, so I asked 
for an explanation. He sneered and said* "We don't out 
any Jap's hair here, see? This is an American establishmen t! n 

I said I was not a "Jap" but an American« He said, "Aw # 

go tell It to the marines!" I said I was born in this 
country, right here in California, and that made me an Ame rican, 
"To me It don't" he shot back* For a moment X saw red, and X 
wanted terribly to sail into him. That would have been the thi ng 
to do at the Home) hence, something told me, it was not* 

X walked out hurt and bewildered* Goddamnit, X was 
an American, not a "jap"!^ 

A series of similar rebuffs caused him to go to the Japanese section 

of San Francisco* While he felt quite alien here and could un derstand 

neither the language nor the customs, he was, if not acoept ed f  at least 

not rejected. 

After he had been in San Francisco for three months, C K vi sited 

his family in Vallejo* Some time later he described this vi sits 

One day X found myself on a ferryboat going across 
the bay. Not having seen ny home for nearly ten years, I 
had only a vagus idea of its location* Bub X found it* 
Xt looked poor, small and shabby* 

Through the shop window I saw n$r father sitting idle 
in his barber's chair, X did not really recognize him ; I 
just assumed it was he. He looked very old* As I learned 
later, he had just corns out of a hospital but a few days 
previously* In the window was the same sign "Closed for 
Business" we used to put out years before when he was too 
drunk to work* 

I walked around the block. Should X go in? Would 
the old man recognize me? 

I decided to enter by the back way. 

My mother recognized me at once, with a little gasp* 
She 

was very still a few seconds, looking at me* Then she 
closed her eyes and smilled as though she had been expecting 
me. Three months before she had received a notice from the 
Institution that X had left for San Francisco* 



My mother had  aged,  too.  She  was so thin,  so  little. 
She came scarcely up to  my  chin, I could not understand 
what  she  was saying in Japanese and she knew no English* 

There  were  several youngsters in the room, ny brothers 
and sisters. At first I barely  saw them.  They all stared at 
me,  and whispered excitedly. 

% father schuffled into the backroom from the shop. He 
said something in Japanese, perhaps inquiring what was g oing 
on f  who I was, and what X wanted. He did not recognize me, 
partly because his eyes did not immediately become adjuste d to 
the darkness of the room. I saw him clearly. He wore Japa nese 
slippers over bare feet. He was only a shadow of the figure 
he had been ten years before. He was much smaller than I. 
Like a gnome. 

When informed who I was, he folded his arms and his 
head dropped on his sunken chest, and he began to talk in a 
Jumble of Japanese and English. I gathered that he thought I 
hated him. Finally he sat on the  edge  of one of the three beds 
that crowded the room, and clutching a brass knob, asked m e 
to forgive him for his mistreatment of me. He said "the boo ze., 
the booze...the booze 11 (repeating the words) had made him 
brutal and ficlous» But that was all over now, he said; he 
had ceased drinking. 

I felt dreadful over this, but managed to pat him on the 
shoulder and take his hand, which was  weak  and small and cold« 
Then he folded up on the bed and cried. After a while he picked 
himself up and shuffled back into his shop, perhaps to have 
words with the little Buddha on the shelf behind the water he ater. 

My mother tried desparately to make me feel  welcome.  She 
was distressed over my inability to understand her. She p ut flood 
before  me,  but it had no reference to  anything  X had ever tasteds 
or was this only my imagination? Every swallow nearly ga gged me. 

I began to notice my brothers and sisters whose  eyes 
continued to be fized on me. Every move X made caused a stir 
among them. By-̂ and-by I counted them. Four; all bom after X 
had left home. One was only three, a tiny fellow sitting in the 
middle of one of the huge beds. They made me uneasy... 

On that first visit the other three members of the family 
were not home. The two senior children in the house acted as 
interpreters between  my  mother and me. She said she hoped  my 
feelings about my father really were not bitter any longer. I 
found it difficult to say anything, but said they were not: I bore 
him no grudge. 



She asked  roe  to come to live with them; they would make 
room for me» This caused  a  flutter among the interpreters® 
One whispered to another in  English,  "Where will he sleep?" 
X declined  the invitation. I said I  would  crowed them too 
much.  But my real reason was that I did not belong» 

I  stayed only about an hour. I said  I had  to get back 
to  San Francisco-  to see  someone  about a  job.  I  promised  to 
come again soon*' 

During the next few months (fall and winter of 1934-35) C K v isited 

horns about every ten days and gradually became acquainte d with his 

family. His older sister, Mariko, remembered him and exte nded the 

warmest greeting. She tried to make him feel at home and of fered to 

help him find a job. She was working as a domestic and during the past 

few years has been the chief support of the family not only in the 

sense of contributing financially but also in assuming resp onsibility 

for making major decisions and guiding the younger childre n* 

His second sister, Alice, had graduated from high schoo l at the head 

of her class and taken a secretarial course in a business co llege. Unable 

to find secretarial work she too was forced into domestic se rvice. At 

this time Alice was beginning to relieve Mariko of the respo nsibility 

for family support. In the months to come she was to become he ad of the 

family», 

His younger brother Jack (id at this time) had graduat ed from high 

school and already had held a series of jobs including wor k as a migratory 

farm laborer, houseboy, and in the Civilian Conservation Co rps (CCC). 

The other four children were as yet either in school or of a 

pre-school age» 

The immediate problem facing C K was finding employment. Thi s proved 

very difficult» After weeks of job hunting without success , he obtainedj 



11 

through the assistance of the director of "the home" t  a position as 

athletic instructor in a school for Japanese boys* Howeve r, his inability 

to speak or understand Japanese, his intense dislike of Japa nese food, 

and his ignorance of Japanese customs followed at the sch ool so handicapped 

him that he woon was discharged« 

Following this he held a series of day laboring jobs in the "l ittle 

Tokio" section of San Francisco« These barely provided hi m with enough 

money to survive. While domestic service Jobs were plenti ful, they were 

extremely distasteful to him, but in desperation he became a houseboy 
Sec ^ 

for a Caucasian family. His employers proved to be very gen erous ana 

sympathetic* Realizing his aversion to servant status, th ey permitted him 

to work sans the customary white coat of the houseboy and urge d him to 

consider himself a part of the family* They encouraged hi m to attend 

college, and so arranged his hours that he was able to enter S an Francisco 

State College in the fall of 1935. Once again he was able to immerse himself 

in a tolerant world. He made friends chiefly with Caucasi ans, deliberately 

avoiding other Japanese Americans, In May of 1939 he graduat ed with 

highest honors* 

Following graduation C K left his houseboy job and again enc ountered 

difficulty in finding employment. Looking back on thi s period, Kikuchi 

recalls that: 

There were times when I actually wished that I 
weren't a Jap* It wasn't bedause of any shams of my 
background, but I felt that economically I would be 
better off If I did not have a Japanese face**»Several 
times I talked to ny professor at college and she 
suggested jokingly that the problem might be solved by 
having an operation on  my  eyelids to eliminate the slant« 
eye effect* She said that I could pass as a southern 
European if that were done* I took this quite seriously 
and even investigated several plastic surgeons to see if it 
could be done, but I gave up the idea when I was told that 
it would cost around $50* 
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Jobs were scarce, for  the country was  just beginning to climb  from 

the depths of the depression, and C K felt the added hand icap  of  minority 

status. At college he had majored in history hoping to teach i n the public 

schools, but even experienced Caucasian teachers were wi thout work. Once 

again C K drifted into the Japanese section again to lead a hand-tvo-mouth 

existence« 

During the next few years he had a variety of au&ll paying jo bs« He 

was employed as a research worker by the  N  Y  A  (National  Youth  Administration) 

during the fall and winter of 1939* In the following sprin g he, together 

with his brother Jack, joined a Japanese gang of agricu ltural workers doing 

nstoop labor" ten hours a day for twenty five cents an hour. H e and Jack 

tried to organize a strike for thirty cents, but it failed m iserably and 

the brothers Kikuchi were run out of camp as "agitators." Wit h considerably 

reduced enthusiasm for inspiring reforms, they joined a nother gang picking 

fruit. 

In autumn C K returned to San Francisco* He became associa ted with 

_ o o -

a group of Hisei "rowdies" known informally as the Yamamata G arage Gang® 

He spent his time drinking, gambling, visiting houses of pr ostitution, 

and leading the disorganized life of the gang member. When h e hit it 

lucky, he loafed; when not, he temporarily reverted to h ouseboy. During 

this period he seldom visited his family» 

In the spring of 1941 he obtained a job as chauffeur driving a > family through the Pacific Northwest and Canada. On this t rip he resolved 

to continue his education although he had not decided upo n a career objective. 
t 

On his return to San Francisco he worked briefly for a firm at the San 

Francisco Fair, but quarrels with his "Jap bosses" ended i n his being fired, 



After another stint as an agricultural worker, he went to Ren o where he 

worked in the cribs* Gambling losses forced his to return t o San Francisco 

where he again joined his "rowdy gang." 

It was about this tine that he decided to become a social worker 

feeling that he would encounter least discrimination in a field governed by 

Civil Service examinations* He applied to several schools and in the 

fall of 1941 received notice from the graduate school of the University of 

California at Berkely that he had bean accepted to work for a c ertificate 

in social work (a one year course of study)» 

While attending graduate school he held living expenses to a «Hwimn^ 

by sharing a snail room in a tenenant house with two othe r Nisei and 

living on an austerity diet« He was able to live on ten t o fifteen dollars 

a month earned by part time work as housebcy« The attack of  December 7th 

cane as he was midway in his graduate study. 

Even the nost trivial events that occur on days that prove c rucial 

to us are vividly remembered; and C K like nost Japaness«"A mericans poignantly 

recalls the early days of the war* 

On Sunday, Decenker 7$ a couple of Nisei friends and I 
had gotten together for a bull session and the conversation 
turned to the subject of possible war* Right in the midst 
of this conversation, another Nisei boy rushed in to annou nce 
that Pearl Harbor had been bombed by the Japanese air force* 
We all took it as a joke and we continued our discussion* 
The boy tried to convince us but we just ignored him* Finally 
one of us turned on the radio and the news flashes cane over * 
We still did not believe it until several other friends came 
running in to announce the news* Our group quietly broke 
up and I suppose we were all pretty shocked* My first react ion 
was one of vague fear because I somehow felt that I would be 
Identified with the enemy* In order to reassure nyself that 
this would not happen, I walked up to the college library and 
mixed in with other students who were trying to study for their 
finals* 



When I returned to the house I attempted to put on a cheerful 
front in order to reassure my roommates that things were no t 
so bad, I suggested that we all volunteer into the Army 
and organize an expeditionary force to Japan, They felt it 
was not the time for joking but I felt that I really should 
do something direct about it. I didn't see muoh sense in 
continuing school. I lost all interest in my final examina-
tions but fortunately that did not affect my grades at all* 

When was was declared the next day, I felt more strongly 
than ever that I should volunteer into the Army. I talked it 
over with my roommates and they believed that it was a fool ish 
move to make, particularly in view of the fact that I had onl y 
three or four more months of school to complete* I did not 
have any family responsibility at all so I felt no obliga tion 
pulling me back. The next day I quietly went over to the Civic 
Center in San Francisco and asked to be inducted into the 
service* I was refused for the second time because the office r 
said that a policy had to be set for the Nisei first* 6 I did 
not press the matter but returned to the campus, and I did n ot 
tell any of ay friends what I had tried to do* 

Following the attack on Pearl Harbor events moved swiftly for Japanese 

Americans on the West Coast* Issei aliens immediately were d elcared "enemy 

aliens" and subjected to many restrictions. They were exdu sed from areas 

near vital installations; possession of certain contraban d articles was 

prohibited) and travel was restricted* Those suspected of s ubversive 

activities or inclination were promptly arrested* By Febru ary 16, 1942 

more than twelve hundred West Coast Japanese-Americans h ad been placed in 

internment camps7 

The Kikuchi family living dose to the Mare Island Naval S tation was 

forced to move in February to San Francisco*  r  Several  prominent citizens 

of Vail»jo sent a petition to Washington asking that the Ki kuchis be 

permitted to remain, but to no avail. Marlko, who had been working as a 

domestic in Los Angeles, returned home to assist, but the burden of moving 

fell upon Alice. At this time C K began to take part in family a ffairs, 

and through his efforts the family received financial assi stance from 



federal agencies. However, his entrance into family affair s marked the 

beginning of a conflict between him and his sisters (Alic e and Marlko) 

for "control" of the family« 

During the proceeding few years Alice and Marlko had shared i n 

supporting the family and making major decisions« Jack and C K were 

attending college and living away from home, and the other children were 

still very young. Following a Japanese custom, and perhaps  partially in 

expiation, Mr, Kikuchi felt that C K as the oldest son had t he privilege 

and obligation of assuming leadership, Alice and Marlko  welcomed his aid, 

but resented his exercising authority. This struggle was t o mount in 

intensity in the months to come. 

Two months after moving to San Francisco the family was to be u prooted 

again. On March 12, 1942 the four states of California, Washi ngton, 

Oregon and Arizona were divided into two military areas. Military Area I 

included the western third of Washington and Oregon, the we stern half 

of California, and the southern quarter of Arizona, The bala nce of these 

states comprised Military Area IX, On the same day it was ann ounced by 

public proclamation that all persons of Japanese ancestry were to be 

excluded from Military Area I, By this time the press, publi c, and government 

made little distinction between Japanese Americans who we re citizen and those 

who were aliens. Both were lumped together as "Japs" and ac corded the 

same treatment* 

Emigration from the restricted zone (Military Area I) at this time 

was "voluntary" in that individuals were free to select the ir destination 

provided it was outside the restricted area* With the ex ception of a few 

zones nearby military installations, they were to be per mitted to settle 



and enjoy free movement In any other part of the country inclu ding the 

parts of the West Coast states in Military Area II» 

The exclusion orders were issued and were to be enforced by the 

Army* To assist the Western Defense Command in this assignme nt the 

Wartime Civil Control Administration (WCCA) was created« The W C C A 

offered C K a position as social worker, but he declined fe eling that his 

inability to speak and understand Japanese would prevent hi s doing the 

necessary interviewing» 

Voluntary evacuation did not proceed an rapidly as anticip ated» To 

the economic and personal difficulties connected with movi ng was added 

marked hostility of communities toward incoming Japanes e Americans, "This 

group considered too dangerous to remain on the West Coast w as similarly 

regarded by State and local authorities, and by the popul ation of the interior» 

By the time voluntary evacuation was ended and forced remova l substituted, 

about nine thousand Japanese Americans had left Military A rea I - a large 

portion of these having moved into Military Area II # 

The Klkuchi family, like all Japanese American families, de bated 

the pros and cons of moving: faced on the one hand with fo rced removal and 

Internment pending later resettlement and on the other han d with the haz-

ards of voluntary resettlement in new and reportedly host ile communities, 

Mariko alone decided to resettle to avoid forced removal and  detention, and 

late in March she went to Chicago* 

0 K considered avoiding evacuation by posing as a Chines e» He had 

already circumvented travel and curfew restrictions by usi ng a counterfeit 

Chinese identification card under the name Char 

£j00» He also played with 

the idea of refusing to be evacuated and making a test case of it in the 

courts; and he of course, considered voluntary resettlem ent» He later wrote 



that his ultimate decision to remain and be forcibly evacuat ed was 

prompted by "feelings of family responsibility." 

When it became apparent to the government (early in March) th at 

voluntary emigration would not rapidly accomplish the obje ctive, proceedures 

quickly were instituted for controlled mass evacuation un der the Array 

and the WCCA, It ttas decided that evacuation and resettlement could not 

be accomplished simultaneously, and A m y authorities set a bout establishing 

temporary Assembly Centers near each concentration of Japa nese American 

population. 

These Assembly Centers were intended to be used only fo r a short 

period* their sole purpose was to serve as points of concentr ation and con« 

finement pending the construction of more permanent camps t o be located 

further inland. The choice of sites for Assembly Centers wa s limited 

chiefly by the necessity of finding nearby pre-existing fac ilities for the 

housing and maintenance of more than one hundred thousand pe rsons* Ten 

Assembly Centers were established. Except at Portland, Or egon: Pinedale 

and Sacramento, Californiaj and Mayer, Arizona, large fai r grounds or 

race tracks were selected. In the latter stables could be con verted into 

living quarters. 

Evacuation to Assembly Centers began on March 21st and by Jun e 6th 

- . ' 10 
Military Area I had been cleared* 

On April 30th the Kikuchi family was evacuated to the Assem bly 

Center established at the Tanforan Race Track just outsi de San Francisco* 

C K was not yet living with his family but had registered for t he evacuation 

under the family number so that he would be assigned living qu arters with 

them at Tanforan. He was within six weeks of completing his wo rk at the 



University of California and received special pe mission to take 

ecaminations before leaving for camp. In camp he was to re ceive his 

grades (all A»s), a certificate in social work, and an invita tion to 

attend graduation! 

When it became evident that there was to be controlled evacua tion 

and detention, the Attorney General of the United States and the Secretary 

of State thought it desirable to create a separate civilian agency "to 

undertake the post-evacuation phase of relocation." On March 18, 1942, 

by presidential order, the War Relocation Authority (WR A) was created, 

and Mr, Milton Eisenhower named director. It was agreed that the WCCA 

under Army direction would assume control of the evacuatio n and operation 

of the Assembly Centers. The tasks of the WRA, under civilia n control 

and direction, would Include the construction and operat ion of Relocation 

Centers. These camps were to be located in the interior stat es and of 

a less temporary nature than the Aesenbly Centers. At the sa me time the 

WRA was to devise and Implement a program for the réintro duction of 

Japanese Americans into the general population outside t he West Coast 

areas» 

In carrying o«w its first assignment the WRA established t en 

Relocation Centers. Two were located in Arizona (Colorado River Center 

and Gila River Center), one in Colorado (Granada Relocatio n Center), one 

in Wyoming (Heart Mountain Center), two in California (Manz anar and Tule 

Lake Centers), and one In Utah (Central Utah Relocation Cen ter). By 

the end of October 1942 all evacuees had been transferred f rom control 

of the WCCA to the WRA. 



At the same time the WRA was working toward its other obj ective: 

the resettlement of the evacuees. In the early months of its  operation 

the proceedures for obtaining clearance to leave camp, in volving a cheek 

by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and assurance of a job outside 

camp, were so complicated that relatively few persons rese ttled* As 

time went on the WRA  succeeded  in having resettlement proceodures 

liberalized and the number leaving camp rapidly increased. By March 

20, 1946 when the last camp was closed, almost 31,000 evacuee s had 

voluntarily resettled from the relocation centers«^* 

C K began this journal on the day of his evacuation from San 

Francisco. With the exception of only three or four days, da ily entries 

were made for the next several years. This volume includes e n ties from 

April of 1942 to the closing days of World War II. During t his period 

C K and his family went through the three phase cycle: evacu ation to an 

Assembly Center, detention in a Relocation Center, and res ettlement 

east of the Rockies. The division of the diary into three sec tions * 

Tanforan, Gila, Chicago - responds to these phases* 

Shortly after his arrival at the Tanforan Assembly Center C  K 

was offered part-time employment by a group studying the evacuation. This 

study, officially known as the Evacuation and Resettlem ent Study and 

referred to throughout the diary as  n the study" or "the California Study*, 

was undertaken by a gfoup of social scientists at the Unive rsity of 

California. The study was an interdisciplinary one with Pro fessors 

Dorothy S. Thomas, Robert H.  Lowie,  Charles Aiken, Hilton Chernln, Frank 

L. Kidner participating at one time or other. The chief in tent of the 

study was to record and analyse the changes in behavior and a ttitudes 



and patterns of social adjustment and interaction of the eva cuees» Host 

of the staff observers were evacuees. The director of this st utfy* 

Dr. Dorothy Thomas, saw parts of C K*s diary. Realizing its i nterest 

and value as a personal document, she urged him to continue it , and 

eventually she received his consent to use parts of it in p ublications 

of the Evacuation and Resettlement Study. Since only isola ted fragments 

were used, it was thought desirable to publish it as a separa te entity. 

The fact that C K was writing partly for purposes of this stu dy 

makes it somewhat less personal, than many diaries. An adde d pressure in 

the same direction was the lack of privacy In camp. C  K  recognized that 

family members might read itj and anticipating this, pas ted this note 

in the front of his note books 

NOTICE 

If any member of the family ever reads the following 

junk I have set down, please do not take it personally« 

It only represents personal views and thoughts and 

there is no meaning of belittling anyone. Perhaps 

Kariko should not read any of this as she m y misun-

derstand. I know that Bette and Emiko can take It 

easier. Remtember, please, that these items were 

jotted down at the moment and every person has his 

dally «ode. " i ^ K ' , ^ t l l l 

Natcherly, the little hero of all this is one C K, 

your loving brother, and some accounts may be subjective 

and not true to the situation as existed that day« 



The original diary runs to more than three million words. In this 

abridgment the editors sought to present It In a form greatl y shortened 

but faithful to the original in style, tone, and content« Th e annotations 

throughout the diary give some indication of the material d eleted, and 

the complete diary Is on file in the University of Californ ia Library* 

Certain blocks of material were omitted as noted below» 

In the original diary C K Included minutes of camp meetings, 

community councils, and other camp organizations which w ere deleted« De-

tailed discussions of camp politics with the views of vario us evacuees, 

descriptions and analyses of "back stage 1* struggles, accounts of the camp 

campaigns and elections were also omitted« Descriptions  of recurring camp 

events and happenings are repeated in the original diary but appear only 

once In this volume« For example, the camp menu is given n early every 

day in the uncut version« In the edited one, a few sample men us appear 

showing the "range" and "average" menu« The Innumerable m inutiae of 

living - time of rising, apparel worn, reactions to climat e • generally 

are omitted« In the original the experiences of his many fr iends and 

acquaintances are traced in great detail« While these were invariably 

interesting and often socially significant, pressure to keep the diary 

to a "readable size" forced deletion of most and abridgment  of others« 

The personal life of each family member, other than the d iarist, recounted 
/ 

extensively in the original, Is also considerably shorten ed here« 

Deletions have been so numerous that in the interest of smoo th 

reading the dots of ellipsis have not been used« Editorial  insertions, 

of course, have been bracketed* For Japanese words scatter ed throughout 

the diary, the approximate English translation is given i n brackets with 
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the first appearance of the word and is also listed in an appe nded glossary. 

The editors endeavored to hare the journal "speak for It self 0 

by  presenting those aspects which seemed by space, emphasis , and phrasing 

to be most significant to the diarist» It Is probably unn ecessary to 

state that no analysis of the diary is made* The editors bel ieved that 

it would serve Its greatest usefulness In being presented as an annotated 

personal document which specialists in several disciplin es might find 

amenable to analysis and which the lay reader might find int eresting 

and informative. 



ANNOTATIONS 

1« Statistics cited hero are from the Sixteenth Census of t he United 

States 1940, The figures have been rounded and no attempt mad e to 

adjust to December, 1941« 

2« Acquisition of citizenship by naturalization was limite d by the 

Naturalization Act of 1790 to "free white persons," and d ecisions by 

the Supreme Court have held that this act excludes Orienta ls« la 

1935 by an act of Congress aliens otherwise ineligible to cit izenship 

were made eligible if (a) they had served in the United Sta tes Armed 

Poroes between April 6, 1917 sad November 11, 1918, and ha d been 

honorably discharged, and (b) they were permanent residen ts of the 

United States« A small number of Issel obtained citizens hip under 

this act before the deadline, which was set at January 1,  1937* 

3« In the late thirties C K wrote a brief autobiography whic h Professor 

Louis Adandc edited and published in From Many Lands (Harpe r and Brothers, 

1939)« The school incident is taken from this book, pp« 190* 91« 

The biographical material presented in this introduction w as 

collected chiefly from a series of interviews with C K duri ng the 

summers of 1952 and 53» and augmented with incidents descri bed in 

letters to the editors« The aocount C K wrote for Adandc d iffers la 

soma details from that presented here« These differences a re not 

crucial to an understanding of the diaiy, and may be due part ly to a 

differing perspective at a later date and - partly to the fac t that 

one enjoys greater freedom in speaking than writing» 
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4« From Many Lands, pp. 199 

5# Ibid., pp. 201-2 

6. In 1939 C K triad to enlist in the Marine Corps but was reject ed 

on "racial grounds." 

7« The Internment Camps were occupied only by persons whos e loyalty 

was suspect and are not to be confused with the assembly a nd relocation 

centers in vdiich the great majority of Japanese Americans w ere detained. 

S. U.S. Army, Western Defense Command and Fourth Army, 

Final Report: Japanese Evacuation from the West Coast. 19 42» 

Washington: Government Printing Office, 1943. p. 43. (Her eafter 

referred to as Final Report.) 

9. Many 6f the restrictions that applied only to the Issei as eneny 

aliens in the early days of the war were extended to Nisei c itizens. 

10. For a detailed description of the evacuation sees Mo rton Grodzins, 

Americans Betrayed, the University of Chicago Press, 1949« Alexander H. 

Leighton, The Governing of Men. Princeton University P ress, 1946« 

Jacobus ten Brock, Edward N. Barnhart, and Floyd W. Matson , Prejudice. 

War, and the Constitution. University of California Press , 1954« 

Dorothy S. Thomas and Richard Nishimoto, The Spoilage. Univ ersity of 

California Press, 1946* ^ ^ 

UXia.1̂  V  (A t̂J  Si^̂ ssj luA 

11. Throughout the annotations statistics cited with refe rence to the 

evacuation and Assembly centers have been taken from the W estern 

Defense Conmand and Fourth Amy, Bulletin 12, March 15, 194 3. Those 

describing the relocation camps and the resettlement are froau 



11. (continued) 

United States Department of the Interior (War Relocation Au thority), 

The Evacuated People: A Quantitative Description, U.S. Go vernment 

Printing Office, 1946. 

i f  W 

V s W f t ^ Ä W  ( ^ J ^ y 

' w ^ ^ - t V T ^  ̂  ^ ^ 

»» V H f U ;  Tk, GJ y t̂iljj r̂ 
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THOMAS, DOROTHY SWAINE, with the. as-

sistance of CHARLES KIKUCHI and JAMES 

SAKODA. The Salvage: Japanese Ameri-

can Evacuation and Resettlement. Pp. 

xii, 637. Berkeley : University of Cali-

fornia Press, 1952. $7 6̂: 

This volume is about the acme of schol-

arship, meaningful analysis, diction, for-

mat, typography. Part I tells the story of 

Japanese immigration to this country ; the 

events which, over four decades, generated 

the evacuation crisis of 1942, if they did 

not in part precipitate the|;yvvar in the 

Pacific; the evacuation itself| ] summarized 

from the companion volume, The Spoilage 

(1946); and the evacuees' attempts to re-

turn to "normal" life. 

Part II, four-fifths of the text, is a hu-

man document of the first order: it re-

counts in masterful details and in such 

terms as age-sex-fanjilial-economic status 

("social demography frame of reference") 

what' happened to fifteen evacuees, and 

those related to them, in their struggle to 

salvage what was left of their lives. What, 

a story that is�of suffering, bewilderment, 

subdued acceptance of the inevitable, and 

endurance! 

It is to be regretted that, as far as I am 

able to discover, no account is given of 

I what is happening in regard to compensa-

tion for economic damage done to the 

, evacuees. Official sources disclose that 

governmental servants tend to regard the 

I whole evacuation affair as something to 

shrug the shoulders about; and they look 

upon the evacuees' losses, often repre-

|  senting the labors and privations of life-

times, as of little or or no consequence, 

: or as they call them "pots and -pans ac-

! counts." , 

This and the companion volume consti-

tute a striking commentary on a civiliza-

tion. On the one hand, it is of no small 

significance that a scholar of the attainment 

j of the present senior author should have 

thought of and undertaken such a study; 

j that she should have been permitted to 

make it; that three great foundations 

should have furnished the funds; that a 

reputable university should have housed 

the investigation and its press published 

.the findings; and that there was no censor 

\ co snoop around and nip the investigation 

and the book in the bud. Probably no-

where else, except in England and possibly 

in Scandinavia, could or would such a 

study have been made or the findings seen 

the light of day. 

On the other hand, it is startling, to say 

the least, to realize that the events re-

corded in these two volumes actually took 

place here, in the United States, one of the 

more advanced democracies; that all the 

efforts of scholars, social workers, re-

formers, religious people, publicists, writers, 

and even statesmen, over half a century, 

to prevent anti-Japanese agitation should 

have had so little influence; and that a 

powerful government should have permit-

ted the frenzy of the mob to disrupt the 

lives of some 100,000 persons, many of 

whom were American born when, as was 

known at the time and as subsequent 

events clearly showed, there was so little 

valid reason for doing so. And surprise 

tyrns into terror when one realizes that 

the forces at work in these events have 

dealt savagely with other masses of human 

-beings (with the Indians, the Negroes, the 

Chinese, and to a less extent with other 

minorities); and that they are likely to 
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?homae» Dorothy Swaine, with the assistance ®f Charlee Kiku chi and Janee Sakoda. 
f H SALVAOS i JAPAíOSSE AKI2RICAB BVAOIASPIOH AHD Pp. xii, 63 7. 
Berkeley s University of California  Press,  1952» $7.50. 

This vol use is about the acme of scholarship, meaningful an alysis, diction, 

format« typography. Fart I tells the story of Js^aneee im migration to thle 

country; the events which, over four decades, generated th e evacuation oriels 

of 19^2, if they did not in part precipitate the var In the Pac ific; the 

evacuation itself* summarised from the companion volu me, ffct Spoilage" (19^6); 

and the evacueee* attempts to return to "normal* life. 

Part IX, four-fifths of the text, is a human document of the first order: 

it recounts In masterful detalle and In such terms as age-sex -famlllal-economic 

statue  (  Hsocial  demography frame of reference 8) what happened to fifteen evacuees, 

and those related to them, In their etruggle to ealvage wha t was left of their 

llvee. What a story that Is - of suffering, bewilderment , subdued acceptance 

of the inevitable, and endurance  2 

It is to be regretted that, as far ae 1 m able to dlecover, n o account 

le given of what le happening in regard to compensation for e conomic damage done 

to the evacuees. Official sources disclose that governmen tal servante tend to 

regard the whole evacuation affair as something to shrug t he shoulders about? 

and they look upon the evacuees' loeees, often representi ng the labors and 

privations of lifetimes, as of little or no conee^uence, or ae they call them 

"pots and pans  accounts« * 

This and the companion volume constitute a striking commen tary on a 

civilisation. On the one hand, it is of no small significan ce that a scholar 

of the attainment of the present senior author should have th ought of and under-

taken  each,  a study; that she should have been permitted to make it; t hat three 

great foundations should have furnished the funds; that a reputable university 
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should have housed the Invest lotion and Its press  publ  1 shed the findings; *nd 

that there was no censor to snoop around and nip the investig ation and the "book 

In the toi Probably nowhere else, except In gland and possibly In Scandinavia» 

cotzld or would such a study have been mad® or the findings s een the light of day. 

On the other hand, it Is startling, to say the least, to re alize that the 

events recorded in these two YOlimes actually took place h ere, In the tfciited 

States» one of the more advanced ¿er/jocracles; that all  the efforts of scholars, 

social worker», reformers, religious people, publicists, writers, and even states-

men, over half a century, to prevent antl**Japaaese agit ation should have had so 

little influence; and that a powerful government should hav e permitted the frenay 

of the mob to disrupt the lives of some 100,000 persons, ma ny of whom were American 

"bom when, as was known at the time and as subsequent events clearly showed, there 

was so little valid reason for doing so. And surprise tu rns into terror when one 

realises that the forces at work In these events have dealt s avagely with other 

masses of human beings (with the Indians, the Kegrees» th e Chinese, and to a less 

extent with other minorities); and that they are likely t o flare % and produce 

Vazi-»llke atrocities in moments of crisis, unless thor oughly mastered, as they 

must be. 

It is a tragedy that very few persons will read this book a nd that an 

infinitesimal number will perceive its deeper significanc e -and be inclined, or 

he In a  position,  or be able, to do anything toward forestalling similar 

catastrophes. And yet anyone who has any hope left in him, an d who reads this 

book, will be profoundly grateful to the senior author for h er devotion to truth 

which led her to undertake the study and sustained her in the arduous, prolonged 

labors which went into the making of "Spoilage" and *Salvag e.* 

Constantino Panunsio 
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The Salvage [J apanese American Evacuation and Resettlement]. By. 
DOROTH Y SWA I N E T H O M A S. (Berkeley and Los Angeles, University ofa � 
California Press, r 552. xii £ 637 pp..$7»5o]T *„*'•  ... * 

The Salvage is a companion volume to The Spoilage which wSfpub-
lished in 1946 by Dorothy Swaine Thomas and her associates under the 
same foundation support. This book maintains the high level of social 
history based upon demographic analysis that characterizes the earlier 
work. The problems of handling the material and the presentation are 
somewhat different in the two studies. 

Part I of The Salvage might well have been the groundwork for both 
volumes had it been included in the 1946 study. I t is a review of the his-
tory of J apanese immigration to the United States over the last fifty years 
or more and a statistical analysis of the data provided by 24,000 Ase 
studies of J apanese immigrants and their children. The case studies were 
made by J ames Sakoda at the Minidoka War Relocation Camp over a 
three-year period. This section of 128 pages has no counterpart in the 
descriptive literature relating to the J apanese element in American 
society. 

Part I I  of The Salvage looks at first glance to be merely a printing of 
fifteen abridged personal histories of second-generation J apanese Ameri-
cans. I t is just that�511 pages of it; but the sampling is made from a large 
number of personal accounts and represents fifteen types of people. The 
interviewing is so well done that a reading of the autobiographies gives 
one a vivid picture of the process of cultural change that took place in 
the families of these young people over a period of thirty years. "Original 
narratives in cultural history" would be a good title for this assemblage 
of material. 

Each person who tells his life story begins with the days of his youth 
and with what he knew of his parents. The struggle to get established in 
America, the nature of the family as an institution among these migrant 
people, the tug of the new America at the loyalties of those who had been 
brought up in J apan and may have wanted to return there, and the in-
fluence of the children in the changing pattern of thought�all of these 
themes run through the several personal histories. When war came in 
1941 the fears of the young people seemed to reveal those of their fam-
ilies, and, when the evacuation was a reality, the despairs of all are shown 
through these testimonies. But the focus of the book is upon the resettle-
ment of those J apanese Americans who were loyal to the United States 
and able to move back into society during the war years. 

The Salvage is a heartening story because it reveals young Americans 
who caught the vision of opportunity and implemented it with the vigor 
of youth. The techniques of the interviewers by which the expressioj ôf 
intimate feelings were drawn forth are to be noted with commendation. 
The book has many graphs and tables that elucidate the stOfy#and there 
is a good index. w H e n r y C o o k e 

Claremont Graduate School 



B e v i * * la I m Frsaicii^oe Chronlc la , p f ^ n * y 32» 1 9 5 3 

fis S S W If Dorothy Sw&lae fhoaas, with Ih» assistance of Char ta« f&kaohl 
aad Janes Sakoda. Berkel«? t University of California Frees ? 
$ 5 7 Ü M W » 5 0 . 

la 19̂ 6» the ttoiversity of California Press published "flu ì 9pella«e#* % 

Dorothy Thomas aaá Bichará S» Htihi»to.  ®ffe#  Salva««* coselete« the pian  jfier 

the study of social aspect« of the  IMI lato  evacuation, detention, segregation 

sad reeettle&eat of the Japaneee*A»erican alacrity. fhe pr osimi velmae Iodio 

the story of tho oao im three of tho evacuees who accepted th e loyalty clearance 

aad loft the '*SA canps la 19**3 aad 19^4 to ** settle la the M iddle loot and Saat, 

Dr» Theme (the widow of the pioneer H s r ! « sociologist, V» X * fhoaas) 

teaiht sociology at the Tteiverelty of Collfoxmla & M l e president of the 

Aaerloea 3ocioloirleal Society. The firet part of her hook ¿ gives the haok̂ rotaiâ 

necessary for understanding heth spoilage aad salva&e la the way of life of 

Japaaese**¿aierleans* the rest of the hook syntheslses the historical and 

laetltti&leaaX data aad provides background for the detail ed life histories of 

15 HI eel* These inalado» aaon& others* a ¿carnal1st, schoo l hoy» aschanie, 

dornest lo servant, basìnessisaa» agricultural student, e eaaterclal artist sad 

dril servant. 

fhls study. which is a careful, scholarly work, should he of great interest 

aad value to sociologists, social «orkers» public official a and policy aakers 

aad as a refereaee work oa the subject, Xt would he extrem ely worthwhile if the 

diversity of California Frese could publish ia a «aoliar and lees expensive fea» 

the fladln&s aad dramatic material la *fhe Spoilage* aad *T he Salvage. 11 Giti «da« 

« civilian aad nilltary « aad especially opinion leaders a ad legislators can find 

in Br, Thoatae' werte a powerful reminder of the eoclal effe cts and the «coiai 

waste of enrraaderinc democratic practices la timas of «tre es« ~X«3* 
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G I Ù NOTES 

1. They were accompanied to Gila by "a guard and an escort. H A 

member of the Tanforan internal security force served as g uard, 

and Mr. Gunder, a member of the Tanforan administrative sta ff, as 

the escort in charge of travel arrangements. 

2. Robert Spencer, a Caucasian, was  ft•cilyiifiiiii  iim,  mmdermn^ for the 

1£VClCXUXJ LLV~V\  OulX  ̂ ¡¿ Ĵ SJ XJ J ÛLMM ¿yCujCLtf t 

University of California otudy ef the evacuation. While he t raveled 
A 

from center to center, much of his work was at Gila where he w orked 

closely with CJC. 

3* The Gila River Center was divided into two camps: one cal led Canal or 
A 

Camp I and the other Butte or Camp II: /rom an administrativ e viewpoint 

IS > r 

they united to fornra single center. 

4. The first evacuees arrived at Gila on July 20, 1942. By Se ptember 
yfT 2*d/ when C K arrived, there were slightly more than 10,0 00 evacuees in 

Assembly Centers. Evacuees from  -Tulare  originated <Oaiefly_i:rom Ventura, 

A C S j o C C u l cJ L« <srfy jd> Ô c/ '-' j--'-- � ' ; ' 
Santa Barbara, San  T.iris  (dbispo  GauatA eâ ncl t,ha  yir.injt.y nf Los Angeles. 

Of the Tulare evaouees sent to WRA Centers 4^42-were sent to Gila. 

Xhe Turlock Japanese Americans originated in the Sacramen to - Oakland -  l4i 

Stockton  area. ~  More than thirty fiare-hwidped Turlock evacuees were se nt 

Q ?0<l ' : '  /  
to Gil,a out 31$87 permnm in the assembly center* Another 1, 2®9* evacuees 

a-L-Gila oame front-Santa: Anita Assembly Centers origina ting in the-Los 

US (b ŷ î , M W Ctrr «̂MjuJ i o Â 

Angeles, Santa Clara, and San  felego  areas, ̂ t t R ^ ^ j i i L l l i A 

juu'IA-a  ̂ w ^ w j  K̂ ûvcA /¿T  I   ̂ P -  t<* ]}  / /O , 
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5. Letters written by Bette and EMko during the first two w eeks-4c 

not support, this.—In fact 9 t.hoi;e,J)n1rtpresent a more favorable 

picture of Gila than those of C K, 

6. A "typical 11 housing block in the Relocation Centers: 

Warehouses were grouped in separate blocks, each containin g about 

twenty storage buildings. Firebreaks separated each bl ock. 

¿ r  Top**, 

7. The movement 6f evacuees from Tanforan to the WRA camp a * Utah 
4 

began on September 9th and by the end of the month was very n early 

completed. QWCCA>,  Bulletin 12, Tfnrnh 15j p. 102. 

S. Mr. Smith was director of the Gila River Camp^ Mrs. Smit h was 

assistant manager. 
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Y * 1 Vl/R/9  j j 5 
9. The^organization of̂-tfee W»B|A.  J2famp  Administration,is given below» 

S o U r C L / » crii a i ^AJ^t^uO ^ , . * 7" 
a ^ ^ j u i i L i ^ u ^  t ^  ¿Csu  G ^ u W X l f  SjuujlolUìxm  ̂

Project Director 

Press 
- -

Project Att'y; Associate Director 

I 
\ Administrations,  Ehgineering 

Builcmng 
Constjri-tĉ  

Maintenance 

L 
—~r 
1 Employment  ; jonu Aot.& -Ser.  Agriculture 

i — »UA/  

Education 

Health 

Community 
Activities 
*  Ï  

Welfare 

& Industries! 
/ 

Community 
Ehterprise 

Agriculture 

Manufacturing 

\  Dep 11 Int ernal  (  Fire  Dep't  J 
Sejrurity 

Adapted from Leighton, THE GOVERNING OF MEN,  p. 115. 
A * 

10. On February 23, 1942, a submarine she&led Goleta, near S anta Barbara,  G LUI&' UJILI 

in an attempt to destroy oil installations. 

cxf-

11. Mr. Henderson was -head-ef-̂ ke housing and employment  étè&L0ion»» 
O 

It was anticipated that social work would, come under the  as yet un-
" S A K A H O U 

organized conmunity activities-and oorviee department. 
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In buildi»^ camps followed 
A T 

jLJ J L jPaJ J Utsm- \  

"typical plan"~ 

H 
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n-v^c^ 
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1PU<) 
firt  ̂

H  ! 

fej 

Each WRA Center varied somewhat in details from the above d epending 
/ 

upon the size and location. FINAL REPORT, p.266. 
jiaJ  ̂
ctvif 

Immediately following the Pearl Harbor attack, the War Depa rtment 

ruled that all persons of Japanese ancestry were unacce ptable for 

service in the armed forces, and discharged many of the more than 5000 

Nisei already serving. In 1943 the Army began to accept Nisei .̂ volunteers 
1 jJ OLCCSLJ OU* 

and in the following year the draft of Nisei was reinstitute d.̂ ten Brook,-
V s , "* S ( J T U J U ^ U *  ̂ «JF 

et al.v^ar.(Prejudice;pid the Constitution\..pp. 166-1 70. 1 

Mr. Hughes wsrs in charge of the employment"section of the ho using and 

employment division. 
J  

\The Japanese Anericans elected to the several camp govern ing bodies 

constituted the chief means through which evacuees could express their 



15. (continued) 

grievances and petition for redress. Consequently the ch aracter of these 

elected bodies became a matter of great concern* Office ho lders had 

considerable prestige and intense campaigns were held pri or to each 

election. The Block was the unit of representation.̂  In t he original 

Kikuchi diary hundreds of pages are devoted to descript ions of camp 

politics. Onfl  of -the  recurring  --issues-  was related-to the-Issei — Nisei 

Only American citizens (Nisei) were eligible for election 

to the important governing body, the Community Council. ( Most 

important theoretically. In practice the Block Manage rs sometimes 

exercised more power.) While the Issei were ineligible for membership, 

they were permitted to vote and, of course, voted for those ca ndidates 

whom they felt shared their views. Some Nisei - CK among the m - felt 

that Issei influence dominated the Comnunity Council® 

16. One Issei was to be elected from each block. The func tion of the Issei 

Advisory Board was limited to "advising" the Comnunity Co uncil* 

17. The stated purposes of the Community Council included: 

a. "Prescribe regulations and provide penalties for their violation 

in all matters, except felonies, affecting the internal pe ace 

and order and the welfare of the evacuee residents . . ." 

b. "Present resolutions to the WRA on questions affecting the welfare 

of residents" 

c. "Solicit, receive, and administer funds and property for comnunity 

purposes." 

d. "License and require reasonable license fees from evacu ee-operated 
11 _ 

enterprises .  ...  .¡¡£0 Legal and Constitutional Phases of the WRA 

Program. 1946, p. 30. 
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18. The Wartime Civil Control Administration Bulletin, No , 12 (p.l47) 

indicates that at the Gila Center the median family size wa s 4» Slightly 

more than a quarter (25»7 per cent) of the families consis ted of only-

one person, 11.4 per cent of 2, 13.3 per cent of 3, 14*3 per cen t of 4, 

13»6 per cent of 5, 9 per cent of 6, and 12.7 per cent had 7 or mo re persons. 

Family size here refers to the number of persons registeri ng as a house-

hold unit for purposes of evacuation. Family members in th e armed forces, 

in the non-evacuated or free zone areas, and in internment c amps would 

not be included in the above figure. Persons suspected of sub versive 

acts were sent to internment centers which were more clos ely guarded than 

the evacuation centers and in which many privileges gran ted the evacuees 

were denied. CJ's figure of the nun±>er in internment camps is high. 

By February 16, 1942, 2,192 Japanese aliens had been intern ed and of these 

only 1,266 came from the Pacific Coast areas. The Spoilage , p. 5» 

19. In order to demonstrate the loyalty of the Nisei the JA CL had followed 

a policy of cooperation with Army,  a "d the  litiSSfc.  See Tanforan 

Note 31* Despite considerable criticism of the JACL, its m embership 

and influence was larger than in pre-evacuation days. 

20. C K is not making allowance for those family members not in Relocation 

Centers. 

21. "At 

the peak of center operations, the Gila Center farmed appro ximately 

7,000 acres, ,with almost 3,000 of this in intensive culti vation of 

vegetable crops. Because of the early and long growing seaso n, 

several crops a year were raised, and vegetables were shipp ed from Gila 

to other relocation centers to reduce feeding costs an d reduce purchasing 

requirements from an already overburdened market. Ther e were over 2,000 

head of cattle at Gila raised for beef purposes and center con sumption. 
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30. (continued) 

Between 2,500 and 3,000 head of hogs were constantly in the 

fed principally from the garbage disposal from the messha lls. • . 

A total of 25,000 chickens and 110 dairy cows completed the livestock 

program at Gila." Administrative Highlights of the WRA Pro gram, p. 9» 

22. Although Nisei greatly outnumbered Issei, most Nisei were young and 

few had previous experience in exercising authority or as suming responsibility» 

Less than 23,000 of the approximate 72,000 Nisei in camp w ere over 21 

.Viip f̂f  ̂

years of age. The adult population at this time was preponde rantly Issei 

p. Cf. aldo The Salvage; 17-19» 

23. The difference in conception of family was basic to muc h conflict 

between the WRA and the evacuees. The government had promise d not to 

split families - thinking of the family in terms of husband, wife, and 

dependent children. The traditional Japanese family is mu ch larger 

including many members of the extended family or kin group . For a 

description of traditional Japanese family patterns whic h many Japanese 

Americans attempted to follow see John F. Embree's The Jap anese Nation, 

New York, Fairar and Rinehard, 1945, or Kizaemon Ariga "The Family in 

Japan," ferriage and Family Living. Vol. XVI, No. 4> PP* 362-68 , 1954 

all 

24. Almost/of the evacuees in Tanforan were sent to the Centr al Utah 

Relocation Center* 

25. In the latter part of August Alice had made applicati on to leave camp. 

She planned to go to Chicago where she would meet and marry A ngelo* 

In a letter dated August 26, 1942 she asked Mariko to assis t her in 

getting the guaranteed employment necessary for leave c learance. She 

wfcites: 
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25. (continued) 

I think the folks can do without  me,  and it would be better if I left 
now, if possible, because once I get to the Relocation Cen ter, things 
will come up, and I shall feel indespensable once again, an d the 
folks will be reluctant to see me leave. It isn't that I do to o much 
work around or am needed that badly, but Mom and Pop depend o n me 
because I am the oldest girl. 

26. After July 1942 repatriation (of aliens) and expa triation (of American 

citizens) to Japan was possible. Applications were mad e to the State 

Department. By October 15, 19,000 applications had been r eceived, 

(ftnr Vr-11  îîinl  nniti mi  VntiTinrl  ty+iifïi 1111 n  mi\  f Aiwiljni 11 

•»ftgpatmbi'gyw 1 muA ijfisriirt  jmMcnrw wbtr 

1 ̂ „itgvvh T K i ^ pp.zf rn-

27. Japan followed the rule of jus sanguinis by which a child t akes the 

citizenship of his parents regardless of place of birth. T he United 

States follows the rule of jus soli in which place of birth  (with some 

few exceptions) is the basis for determining citizenship. T his lead 

to the Nisei having "dual citizenship" in the sense that eac h nation 

legally claimed them. To avoid this confusion the Japanese government 

in 1924 modified its law providing that children born to i ts nationals 

outside of Japan would automatically loose Japanese citi zenship unless 

a parent or legal representative went to the Japanese c onsulate within 

two weeks after the birth of the child and signified a desi re for the 

child to have Japanese citizenship. Japan also provided an o pportunity 

for Japanese Americans born prior to Decenber 1, 1924 to ren ounce their 

Japanese citizenship, _ > 

28. Harry Miura^ who was employed with CJ£ in the  socî L\  service section« 

Mr. Miura was in charge of insurance and-attendant proble ms« 
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29* War industries were established in the relocation cente rs. One that 

operated in several centers was the manufacturing of cam ouflage nets. 

30« While the social changes to which CK refers here et prm^a are A xjue. 
jJi^aM^w 

accurately described, evacuees - like most other groups - w ere not 

homogenous. It is difficult to label any pattern of behavi or as 

"universal" and certainly not those described above. The m onomorphic 

picture of camp life that is sometimes given in the diary o ften results 

from editorial deletions rather than the diarists lack of i nsight. 

His journal contains excerpts from letters to the editor o f the camp 

paper and other expressions of opinion that reveal the diff erences 

in attitude which existed in camp. Two letters that are included 

in this days entries are quoted below as samples: 

Dear Editor: 

I have been reading the interesting letters in your 
letter column. The last few have been quite interesting, 
since I am a mess hall waitress. 

Being a mess hall waitress is no fun for anyone I'm sure. 
We, as waitresses, try our best to serve everyone, but i n return 
we get all sorts of remarks from our people who come to eat i n 
mess halls. 

Trying to be kind to everyone is very hard, if, in return, 
we do not receive kindness. 

There are people who come in mess halls and pound on tables 
and take a knife and bang on the pitcher. That is very rude. 
We waitresses try our best to serve everyone and if a wa itress 
should miss or overlook your table, ask her politely to refil l 
your bowl or pitcher. There are some who shout at us "Hey W aitress" 
even though we are waitresses, we hate to be shouted at. If 
you know her name, call her; if you don't, just stop a waitress 
going by and ask her politely* 

Some people with high offices, such as office workers, 
consider we waitresses low and try to order us around in a  rude 
way. They are no better than the others. They, too, have to 
eat,with everyone else, so if they speak to us kindly, we are 
all willing to do our share. 

In camp life like this, no one is better than the other. 
Some girls think they are debutantes. You may have been wh en 
you were back home, but here just think you're one of us. So 
please when coming to eat don't think you are the only one 
eating but think of the 300 other people. Then they will th ink 
of you in return. 

We waitresses are hoping that everyone will be kind to us 
from now on as we will to them in return. Rembmber: "the kinde st 
thing to do and say 

Is the kindest thing in the kindest way." 
MESS HALL WAITRESS 



29» WRA efforts to establish "war industries" at the cen ters were not 

very succesful. The only major industrial project was the manfacturing 

of camouflage nets at Gila, Poston, and Manzanar. The Spoi lage, p. 36. 
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30. (continued) 

Dear Editor: 

I have recently noticed that the limber stealers are 
becoming very numerous. 

It seems that those who are guilty of such acts are 
very  selfish. Not only does it slow up completion of our 
camp, but it is giving the public a very unlikable picture 
of us. We used to be known as a trustworthy race before the 
war. Since the war, the picture has changed, but even in 
here we are giving the public a worse picture. 

You, lumber stealers, don't be so damned selfish. 
Everybody doesn't have good wood. 

Please give them hell, editor. 

Yours, 

J.K. 

31. Aversion to public assistance was characteristic of Jap anese 

Americans. One of many undesirable consequences of the evac uation 

was a change in this respect. "Before the war, the number of 

Japanese Americans receiving public assistance was so ne gligible as 

to be cause of widespread comment. . . The feeling of stigma attached 

to acceptance of public assistance has been greatly weake ned by the 

evacuation experience; ill fortune was caused by public a ction they 

believe, and many have come to accept the idea that assista nce is a 

public responsibility properly to be accepted." War nn 

Unit: People in Motion; the Postwar Adjustment of the Evac uated 

Japanese Americans. pp. 46, 50. 

32. On October 12, 1942 President Roosevelt declared that  Italian aliens 

were no longer to be considered "enemy aliens" and a week later all 
/ 

restrictions on them were lifted. At this time some offici als went on 

record that German aliens also be freed from the eneny alie n stigma. 

33. See note 58 in Tanforan. C K*s-*«rlysis of adjustmen t loathe "relocation 
v 

oontor oloooly parallels that made  la^er-  by eeeare3r scientists. 



M B — B H H H B H M ^ H JIMIr - « H r a 

-11-

33. "The length of time that people spent in the assembly centers 

had important influences on this adjustment in the relocat ion centers« 

In general the longer the stay in the assembly center, the more the 

relocation centers seemed at first like something of a rel ease. There 

was a little more freedom of movement within the new places a nd a 

little less obvious restrictions in the forms of fences and guarding 

soldiers. Moreover those who spend two to five months in ass embly 

centers learned much about living together" Impounded Peo ple; Japanese 

Americans in the Relocation Centers J  g.  39. 

34. The Empire Hotel had been purchased by the Navy and its fu tniture 

bought by the WRA. 

35. The Japanese Association of America — An Issei orga nization which, 

prior to evacuation, exerted great influence in Japanese Am erican 

communities. c£. 

36. The WRA was so occupied with problems of detention that n ot until the 

summer of 1942 did it set up proceedures to effect its secon d objective -

resettlement of evacuees outside areas proscribed by the mi litary. After 

July 20, 1942 evacuees upon application might receive per misaon to leave 

camp "permanently. 1* Obtaining "indefinite leave," as it was called, was 

dependent upon receiving WRA "clearance" (assurance tha t the resettler 

would not be "dangerous to national security") and approval of the 

resettlement plan. "Indefinite leave" was granted to evacu ees going out 
t 

to school,, to gainful employment, to enter the armed for ces, or to rejoin 

family members. In the early days of the program it was di fficult to 

obtain "indefinite leave" but as time went on the proceedur es were 

liberalized in order to encourage resettlement, cf. 

Prejudice. War, and the Constitution, pp. 146-54« 

37. CK»s figures approximate those of the WRA on Novenber 1, 1942 the total 

population of Gila was 13,233. The Evacuated People: A Quant itative 

Description, p. 19 
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38. 4 Unique features of Gila Center w the organization of a B lock Council 

G îBM-1 and regular meetings of block residents. The Bloc k Council 

was composed of the block manager, the head chef, and one r epresentative 

elected from each of the 12 to 14 barracks ifa the block. C K i s 
v 

referring here to a meeting of residents of his block. 

39. Poston or the Colorado River Relocation Center occupi ed 72,000 

acres of the Colorado River Indian Reservation at Poston, A rizona. 

At the time C K visit was made, its population was nearly 18,000. 
v 

40. Emiko describes C K f s reactions in more detail in a letter to 

Marikor 

The funniest thing happened the other night, but don't 
you dare write back and tell Chas that I told you about it. 
Then he will have a fit. Anyhoo, the other night C. was 
sort of sick, so Bette felt his head, and said he had a litt le 
net-su (fever). JokingLy I said, "why Bette, how can you sa y 
such a thing about Chas?" So in fun, Mfyako, Tom, Alice and 
mom joined in. He got curious and asked what "net-su" was, 
but we said "ask Oho Sakaguchi, he said that about him." (C has 
doesn't particularly care for Ohi) Then Chas got mad and said 
all these damn Japs - words - etc". Gads, he was really sore . 

0(We didn't think he'd get mad cause he usually doesn't at s uch 
a small matter, so we told him that it was "fever", and he 
didn't quite believe us, so mom got mad and said he could n, t 
take a joke. Then he turns to Bette and said that she was 
speaking too much Japanese since she got here, and she'd be tter 
watch her step. He went into the front room, got into bed and 
swore his head  off 1  — all the time, muttering Japs - dirty 
Japs - etc. Alice and I left for a meeting, and Bette went 
to apologize to Chas, bub she told him that it was meant as a 
joke andthat he was acting like a child. (Imagine Bette 
talking to Chas like a motherl) Then he put on the Suffering 

Hero act and said it was on account of his being an orphan as 
a child and so forth. Before Bett^ went in, he threw all h is 
books, etc on /the floor and when Mfyako innocently walked i n 
to get her sewing,- he said "Damn you - hurry up and go to b ed." 
Poor Mfyako didn't know what was what. When we came  fiome  from 
Fellowship, after listening to Bob Spencer speak before t he 
group, he was back to normal — so — now, we don't bring up 
that word, "Netsu" anymore. 
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41. C K f s account is not quite accurate. The individual beaten as w ell 

as the two men held were Kibei. The strike and conditions at P oston 

are described by Erefessw Alexander Leighton in The Govern ing of Hen. 

Princeton University Press, 1946» Also W Conmunity Gover nment 

in War Relocation Centers, pp. 26-37» 

42. Poston was divided into 3 camps, Units I, II, III. The s trike 

started in Unit I. 

43. On June 17, 1942 the War Department discontinued the i nduction of 

Japanese Americans, and Nisei received a IV-C classificat ion (not 

acceptable because of ancestry). As the war progressed a n eed 

developed in the armed services for persons who knew the Japa nese 

language. In the fall of 1942 the June 0rder was modified a nd Nisei 

aJ  <V - n ' 

were recruited from the RelocationyCenters for this purpo se. 

44. A large proportion of Nisei had attended Japanese lang uage schools 

which met after regular school hours and on Saturdays. "The 

language schools were considered important (by the Issei] a s a 

means of teaching Japanese cultural values, and for prov iding a 

sufficient proficiency in the Japanese language to peimit easy 

social intercourse between the first generation and the Nisei... n 

People in Motion: The Postwar Adjustment of the Evacuated Japanese 

Americans, pp. 190-91. Many Caucasians, particularly th e /tati-

Orientalists, were alarmed by these schools. Their forebo dings 
/ 

seemed unnecessary since the schools were apparently unsuc cessful 

in their mission. "During the war, Army Military Intellige nce 

estimated that not more than 15 percent of the Nisei spoke an d 

less than five percent wrote the Japanese language suffi ciently 

e 
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30. (continued) 

well to be useful to that organization without further ge neral 

training." Ibid 5 p. 191. 

45* On November 6, 1942, the WRA issued new instructions f or obtaining 

indefinite leave. It was hoped that by liberalizing the p rocedure, 

resettlement would be encouraged. Up until the first of Nove mber 1942, 

only 39 out of more than 13,000 evacuees at Gila had obtaine d 

indefinite leave. By Novenber of 1943> almost 2,000 had. Ma ny 

evacuees feared resettlement. This fear stemmed in part fro m the 

frequent appearances of anti-evacuee stories in newspape rs and 

from accounts of hostile receptions which resettlers occa ssionaly 

encountered. The Egavuafced People A Quantitative Descri ption, p.33* \y 

46. The Japanese g o v e _ t had requested, that«,, fe^utral f 
¿hfOMJ Mjt nCc tremedy CuRf?  J  

investigate conditions of H o nationyly in Wf&ffrj Camps. 

47* Emiko gives her version in a letter to Jack: 

It all started when he went into the other room to turn the 
radio off and mom said to leave it on. Then he turned the 
light out while mom was knitting, so she jokingly said "G 
d you, turn it on — what's wrong with you?" Then the first 
thing he says to me or Bette when he comes in the door is, 
"And not a word out of you two either!" Gee, we didn't 
know what was going on. He turned the radio on full blast 
(it was 11:30 by then) and wouldn't turn it low, so we 
didn't say anything..we knew he'd get sore. Then finally 
I couldn't stand it anymore so I went into the next room. 
Boyi did it sould loud. We thought that any minute the 

/ house manager would bang on the wall again. Alice went in 
- to ask him to turn it off  ,  but he had that gleam in his 

eyes that looked like he was going to hit her, so after 
turning it off and on and off and on, she gave up. He 
told her to tell mom not to swear at him. After 5 minutes 
had passed, I went in to ask him to turn it off because 
Miyako was crying cuz she couldn't sleep. He told me 
to mind ny own business, so I turned it off, he turned 
it on, and so on, so finally I pulled the sdre out. He 
jumped and socked me then. Tom came running out of the 
other room and said "You'd better watch out seel" Then 



-15-

30. (continued) 

Chas. said shut up, so Tom said, "Shut yep yourself," and 
ran back into the other room and jumped into bed. Gee, 
if I wasn't so mad I would have died laughing at Tom* 
He though Chas* would hit him too, so he said in a small 
voice, "Shut up yourself," and ran back in his bare feet 
and nightgown. After sitting there for about 15 minutes 
(at his desk) he went into the other room and told mom that 
he hit me again, (she was at the lavatory at the time) 
and then he started crying like anything, stating that 
some kids nearly beat him up on the way home for belonging 
to the J.A.C.L. I know he was scared bub he should have 
told it to us when he came home, instead of picking on 
eveiybody. Then he says that he still feels like an outsid er 
because everyone goes against him when we have arguments . 
Oh well, I guess when pop gets here everything will be 
changed Chas. has already started his transfer. 

A few days latter in a letter to Mariko Emiko writes of the 

aftermath of the quarrel. 

What a bruise I had on my cheek. That was just a day 
before Xmas tool I ignored him after that, but it 
spoiled the holiday spirit so I told him to forget it. 
Then just before New Years he makes Bette get mad at 
him so there was that funny air around us again. Today 
he hits Tom because he was slow in getting dressed for 
breakfast. That was the second time he hit me, and he 
hit Alice once in Tanfo and nearly knocked her glasses 
off....I guess you heard about that. Gee, now I know 
why you can't get along with him so well. I never have 
good times at dances or parties etc. cause he practically 
cross examines me when I get home. Then when he gets 
mad at me he says I don't do enough work, but when he's 
not mad at me, he says to take it easy and let Bette 
do some of it. That puts Bette in an awkward spot. We 
have more fights when he's around cuz he goes to Bette, 
Alice, mom, and me and tells us all something about each 
other to make us mad. Oh, well, I guews he means well — 

4#. On January 28, 1943 the War Department announced that an all Nisei 

combat unit would be created, the 442 Combat Team. This was to 

be a volunteer unit open to Nisei in the relocation centers as well 

as those not in camp. To determine eligibility of volunteer s it 

was decided that a special registration be held at all rel ocation 

centers. All male Nisei 17 years of age or older were to be 
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30. (continued) 

registered. The WRA was anxious to obtain similar informat ion 

for certifying individuals for work in defense industries or 

resettlement (ie. indefinite leave) from canqp. It was dec ided 

to extend the registration to all persons (male and femal e, 

citizens and aliens) above 17. ^hile the p^gistratiorv was to be 

a jojmfc WRA and A m y projecj^  the  \regis>fation forais bore/6nl 

¿J r\  / \ / / \  
thpr War Department heading. This wp® be oj*e  soitrce'  of the 

/ 

ygreat confusion that attended r^gistratic^C 

The Spoilage T Chap. III # Nisei were divided in their reactions 

to the formation of an "all Nisei unit." SomsTavored it fee ling 

that M s ei-contributions would be more readily perceived^ , others 

disapproved of it as undemocratic* The Nisei combat team joi ned 

the 100th Infantry Battalion and won wide acclaim. It parti cipated 

in the landing at Salerno and in every major action in Italy-

after the landing. "On July 27, 1944 for its «outstanding per formance 

of duty in action" Lt. General Mark W. Clark, Conmander of the 

Fifth Army, conferred &n it the War Department's Distin guished 

Unit Citation. At that time individual members of the batal lion 

had received "Distinguished Service Crosses, 44 Silver Stars, 

31 Bronze Stars, and 3 Legion of Merit Decorations." Nisei in 

Uniform. Issued by the Department of the Interior, WRA in 
OVo * 

collaboration with the War Department« cf. The Salvage. ppl06-7« 
A 

59. .The registration was conducted by the War Department . A team 

consisting of a commissioned officer, two sergeants, and o ne 

Japanese American Technician or sergeant was sent to each c enter. 

Each team was given a short training course in Washington be fore 

proceedings to the Centers. Representatives from each camp  also 

came to Washington for briefing. The Spoilage, p. 57 
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50. The questionnaire contained some thirty questions. Tw o questions 

(Numbers 27 and  28) caused consternation. Male citizens were 

to answer "yes" or  !, noM to the following: 

Question 27. Are you willing to serve in the armed forces of 
the United States on combat duty, wherever ordered? 

Question  28. Will you swear unqualified allegiance to the 
United States of America and faithfully defend the 
United States from any or all attack by foreign 
or domestic forces, and forswear any for of 
allegiance or obedience to the Japanese emperor, 
or any other foreign government, power, or 
organization? 

The questions were slightly modified for female citizens . They 

were to give a "yes" or "no" answer to the following: 

Question 27: If the opportunity presents itself and you a re 
found qualified, would you be willing to volunteer 
for the Army Nurse Corps or the WAAC? 

Question  28: Will you swear unqualified allegiance to the 
United States of America and forswear any for of alle-
giance or obedience to the Japanese emperor, or 
any other foreign government, power, or organization? 

A substitute question for No.  28 was soon inerted for Issei aliens 

since it was unreasonable to ask Japanese ineligible fo r American 

citizenship to forswear their Japanese citizenship and bec ome 

"stateless" persons. The substitute question read: "Wil l you 

swear to abide by the laws of the United States and to take no 

action which would in any way interfere with the war eff ort of 

the United States?" The registration aroused enormous e xcitement 

in camps. The emotional response of the evacuees was quite 

unexpected by WEA officials and difficult for persons outsi de of 

camp to appreciate. The exaggerated reaction to questions 27 and 

28 indicate that the issues involved for the evacuees went f ar 

beyond the questions asked. C K devotes slightly more than o ne 

hundred typwritten pages to the registration. Cf. The Spoil age f 

Chapter III. 
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51. Events preceding the registration and the failure of the  A m y 
J? 

teams and WRA officials (who presided over registration) to 

O x explain the questions, created a great deal of misunde rstanding 

among the evacuees, JACL leaders had given the WRA to under stand 

that the evacuees were anxious to enlist in the a m y to prove t heir 

loyalty to the United States, and the Army and WRA proceeded o n 
(\  fr ĉTou* 

x that assumption. The Army even announced in some^eamps th nfe it» 
A e^fxc^JL^ 

y "̂ ^po^+oH" i, w^rmm,™» of volunteers from that camp. 
X * 

The WRA, meanwhile, had decided to include a "leave clearanc e" 

questionnaire with the Amy's registration forms so as to p rocess 

the entire group of evacuees together for resettlement an d avoid the 

endless holdups of individual leave clearances in Washingt on, The 

A m y registration forms for Nisei were printed under a Selec tive 

Service letterhead and attached to leave clearance forms printed on 

WRA letterheads - both forms included the  ,  IIIJ] M Î urns  loyalty questions. 

The misunderstanding was increased by the wording of Qu estion 27» 

the object of the question "Are you willing to serve in ar med forces 

of the United States on combat duty, wherever order?" was to determine 

loyalty. However, many Nisei assumed that if they answered "Yes", they 

I were volunteering for armed service. Most Nisei, like moat ether 

-J flaiiuricaim , wurunltiiag to bo drafted""ba± w r̂re  iKrb  an^ou« volttntoor. 

i r It appeared to the evacuees, therefore, that if they answe red "yes" to 

the loyalty question they -would either be farced to enlis t or forced 
/ 

to leave camp and resettle, and  that" airl  « -family ma'st 

answer alike to avuid boi.ng gmparnt.pri. There were a numb er of 

variations on this misinterpretation but they all stemmed f rom a 

V7 

r i i ^ 3 -

sense of compulsion and a belief that the three questions w ere related. 

W J The registration and its aftermath is best described in T he Sm.lage, 
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. aiW 
52. A heavily guarded isolation center was established at Moab. U tah / ^ * ^ * . \i 

'  vo tei/pftwj**) 

Project directors could send here all persons "addicted to t rouble-

making and beyond the capacity of regular processes within the 

relocation centers to keep under control." The isolation center and 

internment camps provided many of those repatriated to Ja pan. Cf. 

tea-ftwrtB^WPSB* Prejudice. War, and the Constitution, p p. 164-65. 

All internment camps were under the jurisdiction of the De partment 

of Justice rather than the Army as C K indicates. 

53« By January 20, 1944y 84 evacuees acceptable for service v olunteered 

from Gila. The total number of volunteers accepted from all WRA 

Camps 

was &05. The Evacuated People* A Quantitative Descriptio n 

pp. 128. 
54. 

\ 

y 
y 

'  \8 

C K*s figures here and in the succeeding paragraph are in erro r. 

The nuntoer of male citizens registering at Gila was 2,659. O f these 

1,961 answered "Yes" to the loyalty question (No. 28) and 698 

answered "No." Male aliens (Issei) registering numbered  2,775 of 

which 2,773 answered their léyalty question "Yes." The Ev acuated 

People: A Quantitative Description, p. 165. These figure s exclude 

those who were removed from Gila during the registratio n* 

Comparable figures for all residents of WRA centers: 

Sex and 
Citizenship 

Female " 
Male Alien 
Female " 

Eligible Did not Answered Qualified An- Did 
t o ^ - ^ . swered not 

Register Register ^-Yes Answer No Answer 

20,902 15,037 715 4414 128 
19,21^- 732 15,749 586 1919 226 
22,275 1,280 20,254 567 ^137 37 
15,373 588 14,272 215 263 — ̂ 3 5 ; 

: p. 164. 
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55. CK f s letters to Dr. Thomas regarding the possibility of goingst o 
-voTteJ iM \m CJ M  d  i f e ^ U . ^ a ^ r 

a city other than Chicago have been-4eleted. The^^ieggaHF P wanted 

him to go to Chicago since this was the destination of a larg e 

portion of the resettlers. By the end of 1946 from 15 to 2 0 

thousand evacuees had resettled in Chicago. (̂People in M otion; 

The Postwar Adjustment of the Evacuated JapaneseAmeri cans, p. 146^ 

56. Since this letter presents a picture slî itly different  from that of 

the journal and foreshadows events in Chicago, it is repro duced here: 

Dear Mariko and Alice, 

It is not a physical impossibility for me to write a letter 
as you can see. I've been so busy, as Alice knows, that I just 
haven ! t written any letter at all in the past few months so forgive 
my silence. The reason I am writing now is to discuss some pla ns 
for resettlement that I have in mind. Recently Dr. Thomas wrote 
me a letter offering me a full time job on the Evacuation and 
Resettlement Study for U.C. (Wage, confidentially, would be 
between $125 and $150 a month.) I have a Choice of several pl aces, 
Chicago, St. Paul, Denver, Salt Lake, etc.) 

I have been debating in my mind as to what I should do. After 
many consultations with the family, we decided to try r esettlement 
now. The recent Army registration has advanced the necessit y for this 
plan in the near future. I don't know when I will be drafted so 
I felt that I should attempt to get Emiko and Bette out as soon  as 
possible, with the family to follow when Pop is better. But w e have 
to be realistic and practical about the whole thing. Mom feels that 
there is a certain security within this camp so that she is fe arful 
of going out at the present time. I have contacted the medic al 
staff to find out how Pop is progressing, but they are most i ndefinite. 

I would not like you to be too optimistic about Pop since he 
has suffered a severe Cerebral stroke. The speech area of hi s brain 
has been affected and the doctor is not  too  optimistic about his speaking 
again or even being able to walk. But they are wary and the D octor 
feels unable'to advance a positive prognosis. With this i n mind, 
you can see ttet'the outlook is not too bright. Now don't ge t all 
excited and rush out here as there is nothing that can be done. Pop 
appears to be coming along slowly. His mind is alert and he un derstands 
everything we say. In his present state, I doubt whether we c ould move 
him for at least a year — this is only my opinion. 

Thus the decision to resettle has been a most difficult one. Mom 
and Pop have given me consent to take out Emiko and Bette sin ce this 
will be the best procedure when you view the things from a lo ng term 
perspective. Naturally, you will understand that this deci sion was not 
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30. (continued) 

arrived at overnight  •  I have been trying to build up the family 
reception to it for a considerable time, 

Emiko and Bette are most desirous to go out with me, and 
although Mom has been rather reluctant due to her own inher ent 
fears of the  n outside M she has come to the conclusion that we should 
take the step- She, Tom, Miyako and Pop will remain behi nd until 
we can set up a place for them to come. The latter point i s very 
hazy at present. Perhaps you are wondering why I took the l iberty 
to make tentative plans without corresponding with you fir st. In 
many ways, this is the most difficult letter that I have ever had to 
write. 

As we see it, we feel that both of you should not have to assu me 
further economic responsibilities for the family as you hav e both 
sacrificed and contributed so much in the past. We feel that you 
should have your chance now. Naturally Mom is most anxiou s for 
both of you to get married and have a chance to build up you r personal 
security. 

For this reason, Mom does not want Emiko and Bette to become 
a burden for you and she does not want them to live with you. 
Frankly, she is a little worried about the extreme "social"  life 
which you both live. This is your business and I don't thi nk you 
will suffer from it. 

The point is this: Emiko and Bette are both young and their 
minds are flexible. It would be to their advantage if they we re 
allowed to develop their own lives. Again being practical, you 
can well see that they would not be able to do tfcis if we all li ved 
together. I have been trying to encourage Emiko to think o f college. 
Bette definitely will go to school. The educational system h ere is 
very inferior and the outlook for next term is even worse with all 
the Caucasian teachers quitting and the more capable Nisei  leaving. 

In order to keep both of their interests in school alive, I 
think you will agree with me that it would not be a wise ide a to live 
together. Invariably your influences would be felt and the re would 
be a tendency to plunge them into the limited Nisei social w orld that * 
exists in Chicago. It would be practically impossible to c ontrol a 
situation like that. If Emiko and Bette had the same immediat e objectives 
as you two, it would be "OK" but I only have to remind you th at they 
are young. I can honestly say that I did not coerce Emiko an d Bette 
into thinking this way, but they do recognize that this inf luence would 
exist. 

The resettlement program is more than an individual family p roblem. 
It all fits into a general pattern. The only solution seems to be 
assimilation for the evacuee group anto the larger America n stream of 
life. But, the Nisei are not acting towards this goal. The t rend has 
been towards a voluntary segregation into a few large citi es. It is 
easier to seek a Nisei level of society rather than to expand o ut into 
a seemingly "hostile" Caucasian group. As one gets old er, it gets even 
harder. 
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30.  (continued) 

So you can see that it is the student groups which will hav e 
the greatest opportunity to initiate this assimilation pr ocess and 
break away from the Little Tokyo Ghetto. Thus, you can see ny 
viewpoint, namely, that Emiko and Bette would be able to adj ust easier 
into Caucasian group if they continued on to school. But, it would 
become almost an impossibility if there were a constant tu g of the 
Nisei society, expressed chiefly as endless "socials." 

I know that both of you would like Emiko and Bette to develop 
their own individuality. If you do, you will also agree that t he less 
influence upon them the better.- At the same time, I realize that 
the endless round of night clubs, soldiers visiting, etc., ar e getting 
on your nerves. If one is rational, one would soon recognize that it 
is not satisfactory. But in seeking escape from it, you wou ld not 
seek the sane channels as Emiko and Bette since they would be t hinking 
in tin -iiijuu mi Hiulliu mill m âŝ rnmmkilmâ mmmMŝ K Ĉ^̂  
in terms of a school approach whereas you would find other avenues. 
Inevitably, a conflict would arise if we all lived togeth er. (Perhaps 
I am stupid to even think that you would even consider having usj) 
Regardless, for the best interests of all we have arrived at the 
conclusion that it would be best for all concerned if we rese ttled 
apart. We will have to discuss the rest of the family at anot her time, 
since the future is so unpredictable. 

I am fairly certain of getting Emiko a job through  my  U.C. 
contacts — in fact, it is part of the job proposed that I hav e received. 
In the event that Emiko works a while before starting school , you can 
see that the tug of a Nisei social life would be exceeding ly strong 
upon her. Once she plunges in, the idea of school will fade fa st. This 
is not undue pessimism, but actual facts as it has been pr oven over and 
over again. I know that you will think that this is unnecessa ry alarm, 
Alice, but Ekniko is in a very unsettled position at prese nt and 
unfortunately she sometimes feels that she is a domestic type. I can 
hardly agree with this as Emiko has many latent potentiali ties — art, 
music, dress designing, business, etc. — which she has t o work out 
herself. For her own good, I am sure that it wDuld be most unwi se to 
be led into a "drifting" type of life, marking time until ma rriage. 
Don't you both agree with this? 

For Bette, there are future possibilities with greater ce rtainty. 
She has her mind set upon a college education for a long time and I 
feel that this desire should definitely be enoouraged. In doing this, 
we must not divert her to other pursuits which has an inmediat e, but 
not lasting, satisfaction in such things as dates with Ni sei soldiers, 
nightclubs, debut into an exclusive Nisei society, etc. 

/ 

Perhaps all  "this  may sound like a behind the back slap at you two. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. I am saying all th is in the 
hopes that you will recognize that it is for Emiko's and Be tte*s best 
interest. If this were not the case, I would not even bother t o seek 
your adVice. As you know, I do feel a deep responsibili ty for both 
of them as I will be their guardian once we leave camp. We hav e talked 
this all over for the past two weeks and I have not written u ntil now 
because I wanted to be certain as to how they feel. On the other hand, 
it would be unfair to both of you to have to assume further fa mily 
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56. (continued) 

responsibility unless absolutely necessaiy. Both of y ou, too, need 
your chance to work towards your individual future. The ver y presence 
of Emiko and Bette in the same house with you would deny you t his. 
I am trying to explain this to you objectively, but I am not c ertain 
that the temper of this letter expresses what I really mea n. I do 
hope that it is not misinterpreted. 

Now to get down to the issue: Where should we go to resettl e 
out of the possible list? The chances for St. Paul are exc ellent 
thru contacts with Mrs. Sickels the National Director of t he International 
Institute. There are also other possibilities through Loui s Adamic. 
The U. C. offer gives several alternatives, including St. P aul and 
Chicago. I had planned on trying to get a defense job, but the U.C. 
Study  in the long run will be of greater value both to myself and for 
the evacuees. Ify part in it will necessarily be small, but it is a 
little contribution, I think. I don f t know how soon we will leave — 
it probably will take a couple of months to get the WRA clear ance. 
Once out,  my  salary, plus Emiko 1 s,  would be sufficient for us to get 
a place of our own. Dr. Thomas has some good contacts there in C hicago 
who will help settle us, if we decide to go to Chicago. 

Now, much will depend upon you two. Would you be willing t o let 
the three of us live apart without feeling a resentful anta gonism? 
In view of what I have said previously, I believe that you wi ll be 
rational enough to see that this is the best solution. Bri efly, the 
outline of what I have said is this: 

(1) We live apart, out of the Japanese area of influence. 

(2) Bette and Emiko plan for school and leave the Nisei 
society alone, according to their wish. 

(3) No fixing up dates with Nisei soldiers, etc., let them 
start the assimilation process on their own» 

(4) That you do not sponsor their debut. It will be more 
difficult for them to make contacts, but in the long run i t will 
be of greater advantage to them. 

(5) The rest of the family resettlement is indefinite due to 
Pop's condition and Mom's reluctance. 

(6) For myself, I will dépend on both of you to help me in 
the Study» 

/ 

From what I have said, you can see that my primary concern  is that 
Emiko and Bette should not be "led.* 1 The best way to do this is not to 
have the temptation placed before them. Neithe r of them des ire to be 
established as a U.S.O. for lonely Nisei. (This will be a more difficult 
adjustment for Emiko than Bette as she has not decided on a def inite 
vocation yet.) 
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30. (continued) 

I would like to hear of your ideas on this matter. If agreeab le 
to you (nay proposals) we will go to Chicago. If you think th at it 
would not work out, we may try St. Paul or Cleveland. I n any event 
I would feel appreciably better if you both gave me a vot e of 
confidence. Lest you think that this is entirely my plan wit hout 
agreement by Emiko & Bette, I will have them sign after read ing this» 

Love, 

/s/ Charlie & Bette & End. 

P.S. I would like your promise never to consider moving in on us once 
we are there and to respect  my  decision on important issues. This will 
avoid future possible conflicts. 

P.P.S* Answer immediately if possible. Please excuse  my  seemingly 
formality. I wanted to be clear on everything. But if Emiko a nd Bette 
remain in camp, it will ruin them. Ask Alice. This may be s udden, but 
the draft possibility necessitates it. If drafted on the o utside, 
Bette can get dependents allowance and Emiko will be set. Sh e also is 
considering the WAAC's. 

Teh man! - End. 

57. A total of 2,432 female citizens registered at Gila of  whom 2,212 

answered "Yes" to the loyalty questions; 1,880 female ali ens registered 

Evacuated People: A Quantitative Description, p. 165» 

58. Mrs. Kikuchi and C^K misunderstood the loyalty question s. Answering 

"yes" did not mean that Japanese citizens were renouncing J apanese 

citizenship but only that in America they would abide by th e laws of 

the United States and would not hamper the war effort. Mrs . K's 

added statement that she would like American citizenship w ould not 

stand as a formal renunciation of Japanese citizenship. 

59. Heart Mountain Relocation Center was located in Northwe stern Vfyoming. 
dftCL 

Persons in this camp presumably would not know of Nobu's  J^ Â  Pjl ̂  

activities and of his volunteering. 
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60, Many references to the "family fund" have been deleted. Each 
-jrCiPauuujd  ̂

member of the family contributed to-±%-. Dispersals fro m the fund 

were dependent upon decisions of the family council and w ere made 

to any member in dire  need.  \ In this the Kikuchis are following 

a Japanese cultural pattern.< k̂izaeroon Ariga writest * ln the 

^a^anese family as a peculiarly idealized institution, eac h nember 

finds his raison d f etre by contributing toward the maintenance 

and continuance of the family ...all family-members h ave been 

expected to contribute to the perpetuation of the family, which 

is held to be the highest-duty of the  member.. .The  Japanese 

family holds its own property ...It (prop^ty) belongs to th e 

family as ah identity in itself." "The Family in Japan," 

Marriage and Family Living. Vol, XVI, No. 4 (November, 1954), P* 362, 

61. Since dental services were free to evacuees only while t hey were 

camp residents, the Kikuchis were anxious to obtain neede d dental 

treatment before leaving camp. 


