2480
1 May 1947, Thursday

Darlings

This is a hell of a way to spend the anniversary of our FIRST meeting,
exactly one year ago! And, incidentally, five years since I evacuated to
the horse stables at Tanforan, The day seems to be an important one, but
this May 1 1s a lonesome one for me because you are so far away that I can't
smooch with you and tell you what a nice thing I think you are, Rally, my
deah, it's true!

But, I was so lonesome last night, I came home exhausted after walking
70 blocks or more and I cooked ham, potatoes and vegetable and ate it all
alone, Every mimute I half hoped that you would come bursting in with your
cheerful greeting, but, sad to relate, the house remained silent, When you
come back, I won't even object to your thumping around in those heavy slip=-

pers! I tried to study, but my mind kept wandering and I wondered what you

were doing at that moment. I began to think about how closely attached we
have become since one year ago and this mads me feel sentimental so I went
and looked at your beautiful picture on the wall for 8 minutes and I puffed
out my chest in great pride, Then the lonesome feeling came back, I turned
on the radio but I didn't listen to it. I picked up a book, but wasn't much
interested in the psychoamalytical interpretation of neuroses so I went to
bed, I have to apologize because I went right to sleep and didn't wake up
until 8:30 this morning as I was so tired, and I didn't get a chanee to
dream about you, Wasn't that a sad evening for me?

This morning I have puttered around a bit, I deeided that I had better
not eat out of the pan as you would beat me up so I used a glean dish and I
had to wash dishes after breakfast, I had ham again, bacon, eggs, toast,
potatoes, grapefruit and coffee and I don't think I will have to eat again
before going to my class this afternoon. Tonight I shall eat alone again,
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(uess what? Yes, ham again! This time I shall boil it for variety, To-
morrow, your father wants me to go to the board meeting at the hostel to
interpret what I wrote up for him as he said that it was too difficult
for him to understand and he wanted to impress the board that a former
research assistant for the U, of Calif, was his consultant! So I guess

I shall sneak away fyom the agency for a few hours in the afternoon, I
didn't study again last night, but this morning I have been laying in bed
*formulating" the paper I am going to write for one of my psychiatric

classes, I have to get busy on it 'Ehil weekend I guess, Tomorrow night

I may go to the hostel to eat as I am getting tired of ham, Have you been
eating Boston Beans?

Please do not use all of your energy up in rehearsal as it will be
a good performance, I know, I read about it in the paper and it sounded
most impressive, Only three more days before I see you again, What do
you want to eat when you get back? Steak? Or would you like some deli-
cious ham}

We had quite a storm last night and our bathroom leaked a bit but not
as badly as before, I have to go to class now, darling, I love you very
much, delieciously and intensely, I'm glad that I am not a bachelor}

Love,
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2 May 1947, Friday

Darlings

I only have a few minutes but I am trying to get this off in the hopes
that you will receive it before you leave Boston and come back to your lov-
ing husband who has been most lonesome for you-these past few days, Anyway,
here is to your great success for your performance, I wish that I could be
there to see you but I guess I will have to wait until next season for this
pleasure, I will be thinking about you tomorrow in late afternoon while
you go on the stage, I hope that you will not get too tired, Best regards
to all of the girls, How have you been enjoying your stay in that town? I
suppose that you did not get much chance to look around since you were so
busy with your rehearsals,

I had a rather active day yesterday after sending the letter off to you,
I went to class and right afterwards I walked down to Union Square and
watched the May Day parade, You will probably not see much mention of it
in the papers, but I felt that it was a tremendous demonstration of the
people who want to work and live in peace, I got stuck in the crowd so I
stood there and watched it for four hours at least, I didn't even go home
for dinner but I managed to get a few hot dogs., My feet were so tired from
standing so long. I went directly from the parade to the evening class and
I was so tired when I got home that I went right to bed!

All of the leftist and progressive elements in the city were represented
in the parade, The JACD had a small unit, which was directly behind the
Chinese group which demonstrated against Chiang Kai Shek, The AYD had quite
a unit, and Sue and some of the others kept ealling for me to come and join
them but I was too tired, The announcer said that over 100,000 people
marched and I can well believe that, There were many Labor Unions, Fraternal

orders, Public Service workers, Teachers, ete, represented, The Commmist
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Party had the most spectacular outfit as all of them in the area must have
turned out, They kept ehanting "Join the Communist Party and fight for
world peace," There must have been 50,000 of them and I was surprised to
see so many former officers of the army in the group. There were also some

dance and choral groups in the parade, All of them were chanting things like

"fight the anti-labor bill," "fight against Jim Crow," "keep NY a union town,"
2

and so forth, It did make me feel good to realize that there were so many
liberals willing to come out and show their strength, Not all of them were
commnists by all means although one cop I spoke to thought that they were
all directed from Mosecow and he was afraid that there would be a revolution
or something, There were many Jewish groups in the parade and they were
demonstrating for Free Palestine, In fact, almost every liberel movement
of importance was present, except the Socialists who had their own meeting
in the evening,

Well, I must close now and go to work as all of the office staff is
here now, All my love and kisses, darling, I will be so happy when you
come home, It has been hard getting along without you, The house is a mess,
I haven't even made the bed and there are old papers on the floor, socks
seattered around, dishes and cobwebs all over the house and the only things
happy in our dear apartment are the mice and the moths, So please come back
real soon and put things in order, Not only that, but I really will be glad
to see you so that I can smooch with you once more, I miss you so much early
in the morning and I have to get up alone and don't have any pleasant words
to come into my ears to wake me up,

LOVE,
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It hasn't been a very active day at the office as my supervisor did
not have time to give me another case to read since she is busy with the
supervisor from school who came to check up on the progress mede by stu-
dents, It seems to have the unit in a flutter as the students are wonder-
ing if they are going to pass or not, With all the free work they do around
here, it would be a crime not to give them at least school units for it in
return, I only made one home eall this morning and it was not a difficult
interview since everything in the home was running along emoothly, About
11130 I went over to the hostel for lunch and the Board meeting, Nobody
around here even missed me as I said that I was going out on a cellateral
call,

While I was waiting for the Board I talked with Mr, M, He was a bit
nervous a8 he didn't know what sort of decision the Board would make in re-
gards to the future of the hostel, Mrs, M, doesn't want it to continue past

next spring, and Mr, M. said that he thought the resettlement process could

be wound up for the Seabrooks bunch particularly, but he didn't lmow how

badly the Couneil of Churches which supports the hostel would want the build-
ing for the use ot DP's, Mr, M, mentioned that he had started another clean-
ing shop around the corner and that he thought it would be profitable, He
bought it in partnership with Mr, Ishimeru and Mrs, I. is going to do some

of the repair work in the shop, while Yoshio will take care of the counter,

A Puerto Rican man will do the pressing, Mr, M, said that the shop takes in
about $200 weekly so that he might realize a small return on his investment,
He said that his main idea was to get the shop well started then turn it
over to some other evacuee so that they could get into business on their

own since they didn't know how to do the initial business work themselves,

Mr. M, also loaned with a book by Toru Matsumoto, which is a blography of a
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Japanese Christian and life in Japan, He thought that the book might be
able to give me more of an understanding of the Japanese, I told him that

I wvas much more tolerant of the Isseil and Kibei and that I used to dislike

them, but now I can see them more as people, However, I still believed
that the integration of the Nisel was very desirable., Mr, M, said that he
boliofod the same thing and he wanted to know if I could suggest how some
sort of social counselling could be given to the younger residents of the
hostel, I thought of Aiko Kono who works in my office so I spoke to her
after I came back and she is very much interested for two reasons: One,
it will give her more experience in group work and two she may be able to
get some material out of it for her thesis, So I will take her over there
Monday and we will discuss what sort of a program ecan be developed, Aiko
says that the group cannot be rushed and that it may be necessary for them
to have their own group for a while and expand out from there, I am a lit-
tle afraid of what the eventual result of this will be but sinece it does
not affect a large group of people, it might work out, Further, I no
longer feel that I am in any position to be the judge of these things.
Aiko and I had a long discussicn on how to achieve integration, She looks
at it more in terms of the Honolulu situation, but at least she has the
personality development to make contacts with community agencies, She
worked with the YWCA in the past and will return to the islands after she
finishes up her training at the school.

I told her that I would look up Paul Akano and perhaps we could make
some sort of arrangement for the Union Settlement facilities, We don't
have any clear idea in what sort of program ecould be worked out for those
more maladjusted Nisei and Kibei at the hostel, but it will develop the more
we go into it, The Board gave its approval and said that they had wanted
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something like it long ago but couldn't find any trained person to come in
voluntarily and assume the responsibility. Aiko seems to have some defin-
ite ideas on how to get the thing going, and she says that it won't be a
segregated group for long, but that is the part that I am not so convinced
of o

The luncheon meeting with the Board was successful in terms of what
Mr, M, was hoping for, I don't recall all of their names but Rev, Harrington
was the chairman of the group, I was introduced as "My daughter's husband,
Mr, K."! There were seven people in the Board and I think they represent
the Commnity Churches of NYC which is affiliated with the Federal Council
of Churches and with the Home Missions., They have sponsored the hostel, and
the meeting was to deeide on how to close it in October, They read the re=
port I had prepared for Mr, M, and they seemed to be quite impressed by it
as the unanimous decision was to continue the hostel until next June, Mr,
M, said that he thought the Seabrooks situation would be resolved by then,
I think I put things a bit too thick in the report and I really didn't have
adequate knowledge of the whole situation so I was very amazed that they
knew even less of the problem despite the fact that they are the sponsors,
A1l of the recommendations were favorably acted upon, and the hostel will
even get more food money, I think that they made the favorable decision be-
cause they have confidence in Mr, M, and realize that he has done a good

Job in the time he has been there and they have no doubts about his integ-

rity., Up to now he has had some difficulty in presenting his case because
of language difficulties of expressing the right shade of meaning, and I
only polished up a bit what he told me were his thoughts. A couple of the
ministers kept saying that it was a fine report and I felt guilty as hell
because all of my statements were certainly not documented, In fact, Peter
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Aoko who is the paid chairman of the Greater New York Committee of Ree
settlement had made the same recommendation but they said at the meeting
that they were still in doubt up to the time the report was made! Then
they asked me a lot about what had happened to the evacuees since they
left the camps so I gave them & cursory summary, but emphasized that I
really had no contacts with the group in the past two years so that I
couldn't qualify as a spokesman, Rev, Harrington did not seem to aceept
this as he insisted upon taking my name so I could be invited to other
meetings held on this probleme—a thing which I am not anxious to get in=
volved in, I may get Aiko into it since she has the interest and she needs
material for her thesis, It seems that my stoeck with the M's has gone up
considerably since everybody on the Board paid for their lunch, but they
would not accept my econtribution! I don't know what kind of Nisei that
Board has been meeting in the past to consider me so unusual but I teold

them that there were plenty of Nisel in NYC who knew more about. these things

than I, It amused me because their hearts bled so furiously for the "poor
people who have been treated so badly," I don't know what sort of concep=
tion they have in their minds about camp life, but they apparently think
that the sentries shot at us every day and inflicted other tortures of this
sort out of sheer sadism, But, I don't have to feel guilty about doing any
harm to the DP's since there is no assurance that many can come in before
next year and the Board wants to keep the building busy and they did seem

to feel that a definite need was being fulfilled, which is true enough, Mr,
M, was half hoping that they would close the hostel this summer, but at the
same time he wanted it to go on because he is so worried about what is going
to happen to the Seabrooks residents., He has the ecleaning shop started so
that it would not be of any particular discomforture to leave the hostel, At
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the same time, I suspect that he likes the position of being the director

and he will work with the Issei groups mostly now, while Aiko can work up

programs for the Kibei and Nisedi,




5 May 1947, Saturday

Aiko couldn't make it to the hostel last night as she remembered

another engagement so I went up there to let Mr, M. know. They invited

me to have dinner with the group so while waiting around, I played with
larry, the four yeéar old boy, The hostel group is rather reserved and they
hurry up to their rooms as soon as they come home, Carl, the divinity stu-
dent who lives there, was telling that it was very difficult for him to get
to Jmow the group and he wondered if they were suspicious of him because he
was caucasian, I told him that the group did not have a sense of social
ease and tended to be introvert, He sald that this was the impression he
was getting after several months there and said that he just didn't know
how to approach them, I told him of Aike's plans end Carl said that he
would be willing to cooperate, He said that Mrs, M, always tried to give

him bread with meals as she thought he didn't like rice, but Carl explained

that he lived in New Orleans for a while and rice was a regular part of the

diet, He lives in Baltimore now, but has been sent up here by the Church to
-get some training in social problems and that is the reason why he wanted to
l4ive in the Puerto Rican neighborhood, He said that he did some work in a
settlement house, and the "gang" problem was very acute because of atrong
racial feeling between the young Puerto Rican, Italian, Negro, ete, groups
"and that many of the boys earry home made guns and engage in regular street
wars. The Bast Side has always been noted for the tough gangs due to the
depressing situation in whieh the people live, FPM has been carrying a weekly
series of articles on the gangs of that district recently and the activities
of these groups make the Lead End boys of the movies look mild in comparison,
Many of the tenement basements are used for gexual activities by these teen=
agers, This district is noted for dope peddling and extra=legal activities

of thet sort, When I walk around there on my cases, it looks quiet on the
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surface but I have noticed many of the young discharged vets hanging around
the saloons and there are plenty of cheap pickups around, Yet these condi-
tions exist year after year, but the public spirited ecitizens don't do much
to clean up the situation, Union Settlement is the only settlement house
in that district and it cannot provide facilities for all of East Harlem so
it is no wonder that the boys run the streets from an early age,

After dinner, I talked to two of the girls at the hostel to sound them
out a bit about interest in group activities under supervised leadership,
but they didn't seem too enthusiastic, They said that work took up most of
their time and in the evenings they didn't have much time for activities
since they had little personal things to do like washing their hair and sew=
ing, but they listened to the radio, read the papers, Their only outside in-
terests as far as I could gather was in occasional dates for the few Nisei
dances held once in a great while and going to movies, They seemed to have
such limited interests in anything on a wider level, I asked one of the
girls what she planned to do and she just shrugged her shoulders and guessed
that she would keep on working until she got married but had not found "any
decent prospeets in NYC yet as they are all sad cases.," The girls said that
there were 50 people living in the hostel, about one=third of them girls but
they did not know each other too well because of the constant turnover in
about half of the group, The "old timers"™ have lived there from three months
to a year and they form a little clique in themselves, A lot of them are
waiting for their families in Seabrooks to make up their minds about what
they are going to do., The two girls said that very few of their friends

were satisfied with NYC as they thought it was too socially isolated, yet

they apparently have made no effort to grow out of their small cirecles.
Some of the girls staying there are students from Hawaii and they don't have
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any financial troubles since their families made money during the war, but
they like the hostel since "they can at least see a Japanese face once in
a while," When I told the girls that there were many Nisei in NYC who were

completely integrated, they did not believe me and they said that most of

them congregated around 110th Street because "discrimination is pretty
strong here in other ways,..look at the way they treat the Negroes in Harlem,"
The girls thought that the pre-war Japanese type of community was desirable
since it gave them social satisfactions, and "New York is too big to get to
know other people out of thin air." However, one of the girls added that
she knew a Nisei college girl who thought that NYC was the most desirable
place to live because of satisfying social contacts with "hakujin" groups
and that this girl told her that a group of Nisei students got together
once and decided that it was best not to form a separate club of Nisei in
the city colleges even though many of them were quite worried about future
economic status, I learned later that the Greater NY Resettlers Committee
folded up last month because it felt that the work of resettlement was come
plete and that the Nisei in this city had found a definite place in this
commnity, I doubt if things are that smooth, but a good per cent of the
resettlers out here have made adequate adjustments and there hasn't been
the degree of in-group activities here as in other areas even though there
are a few Nisei organizations, The group living at the hostel are less able
to find community satisfactions because they are most insecure emotionally,
One Kibei boy who stays there got a dishonorable discharge from the army
and he thinks it is due to diserimination so he is fighting it, but the

girl thought that he was essentially an unstable person as he never holds

a job more than three months and always claims that it is diserimination
when he gets fired, The girls said that this Kibei boy didn't get along with
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anyone in the hostel except Joanie!. They didn't have a very good opinion
of Joanie either as they felt that she was too high hat, and "thinks she
is too good to eat with the rest of us,"

I went over to Mr, M's new eleaning shop around the corner from the
hostel, He explained that he decided to buy it in that neighborhood since
he will definitely be at the hostel until next spring and it was more con=-
venient for him to go there from 5 to 8 while Yoshio went to night school,
Mr, M, thought that it would be a profitable business even though he had
the rent raised on him $10 a month because the turnover is large., Most of
the patrons I saw coming in were colored, Puerto Ricans, and a few whites,
All of them were extremely polite, and they seemed to be satisfied with
the new management, Mr, M, thought that a lot of them had to get their
clothes cleaned of'ten because they go to so many of the jitterbug type of
dances and perspire profusely. He has slight racial attitudes and I know
him well enough now to make a few indirect remarks here and there in an ef-
fort to get him to be more objective, Last night I made a #w remarks about
how badly the Puerto Ricans were treated and compared it to the coming of
the Japanese immigrant to the U,S,, pointing out that the Japanese were
looked down as a sub-species of human being when they first came because
they didn't know how to dress western style and had different customs, Mr.
M, is a reasonable man and none of his views are vicious so I think that my
comments might bear fruit,

I got up fairly early and did a cursory housecleaning so that things

would not be in too much of a mess, but I didn't have too much of an emthu~

siasm for the job as Yuriko was not here to help. I'm expecting her back to-
morrow, but she may stay with the group all day tomorrow to see some of the
city. They have their performance this evening with the Boston symphony.
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I hope that Yuriko does not exhaust herself so much as she always puts her
heart into everything she does, This place is so lonely without her, I
did all of the shopping this morning and bought two juicy steaks for our
celebration when Yuriko gets back, It has been raining all day long, and
rather cold, I got busy and typed one of my class papers all afternoon and
now that is out of the way, The school just does not keep me busy enough}
I think that it is rather easy in comparison to U, of California and U, of
Chicago but that may be due to my added experience in the interval., At
least the school is in a forward direction for me, and I suspect that I
might get to be a very worried soecial worker when the time comes near for
me to look for a job, My hopes were a bit dashed when I learned that a lot
of the public ageney jobs require a three-year residence qualifieation and
that may be a major barrier, I guess I must be slowly adjusting to school
as I am now at the stage of doing some preliminary thinking on job possi=
bilities after school is done., The year is almost half gone already and

I expect to be out by Jam, 1948, It means that I will be taking a period

of 8} years to finish an M,A}

Shortly, I shall get cleaned up and go over to Kemny's for dimner,

He is having a small gathering there this evening, I wish that Yurike
could go with me,

Alice sent a card to announce that her baby girl was born Mareh 27
and it is named Claudia Jeamme, They now have two offsprings and Alice
seems to be settled in her role as mother, She said that Bette stayed
with her for a month, Alice doesn't know that I am going to school, Fam=
ily contacts seem to be at a minimum since we have each gone our own way
in married life and there hasn't been any family crises for a long time,
The Xikuchi family certainly has come a long way in the five years since
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moving into the horse stables at Tanforan, Alice said that Mark quit his
job in the garage and is having trouble getting located again, Apparently
hie aim of going to school is rapidly diminishing with the added responsi-
bilities of parenthood weighing on him,
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The party at Kenny's was pleasant and I had an enjoyable time, I
didn't get home until 4:00 A,M, Warren, Betty and I had dimmer with
Kimi and Kenny, and later Kay, Ray and Dave dropped in, We had a nice
dinner and I ate a lot and drank moderately, It was an informal gathere
ing and we made ourselves comfortable, Kimi made each of us wipe our
feet before coming in so that the rug would not get dirty., They have a
fourth floor flat in the Yorkville district near the East River, It is
an ancient building, and they have a round quaint antique toilet bowl
which must have been installed in the early part of the century, It is
their pride and joy and an object to be shown off} Kimi has fixed up the
apartment with curtains and things and it looks quite comfortable now, It
makes Bette envious as she just isn't able to find another apartment, Part
of it is her fault as she doesn't want to live in the "slums" but will con-
sider the Village since it has a "réputation.," A cold flat is never ready
made and one has to be willing to fix it up, Kenny has been getting quite
a few books on the GI Bill and he has also collected some art books so that
his library shelf is getting rapidly filled, Their big complaint about
their apartment is that mice run around, and ecockroaches scamper across the
living room floor. Warren calls the cockroaches "Kafka"™ as he once read a
story about them written by this author, He said that while he was in
Japan he learned the reason why so many of the Japanese homes on the coast
had mice. They never set traps as it is a Buddhist belief that after death
people are reincarnated as mice)

Kimi seems to be very relaxed with me now and she was telling some of
her personal worries about Kenny, She doesn't like him to drink too much

(she never allowed him to drink before, but since this was the occasion of

their 5rd anniversary of marriage she doesn't boss him so much any more),.
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She said that she doesn't want Kenny to turn out like his father, While
they were out in California last year, Kemny's father used to have his
drinking sprees and "we had to go around taking out all the light bulbs
8o he wouldn't smash them, shut off all the water in the house so he
wouldn't flood the place, and he even kicked me oncels..I got so seared}"
Warren always encourages Kenny to drink as he believes this is a sign of
independence, Apparently Kimi's strong belief in the ADA is breaking down
under Kenny's influence as she said that she is thinking of quitting the
Job to start a nursery school., She takes an evening course in Marxism at
the Jefferson School of Soecial Sciences in order to keep up with political
interests., Kimi very plaintively said in response to my question of when
she was planning to start a family, "I guess I won't have any because I'll
always have to work," Maybe this is part of the reason why she wants to
work with echildren now, She definitely doesn't want to return to the famm
in California, and she thinks that Hawaii may be nice, but at the same time
she doesn't want to leave the NYC cultural environment,

Kenny is getting quite worried about his future job status, He said
that he is taking a civil service test to get into a state hospital, but
is also investigating private agencies, He would be willing to leave the

city despite the fact that he would miss the cultural climate, After all

these years in school, he is now facod with leaving the Ivory tower and it
is quite a worry for him, I sympathized as I said I would be in a similar
situation very shortly, Kenny has been taking an active interest in the AVC
and the Social Service Union of the CIO, and he doesn't know if he would be
able to adjust in Hawaii despite the fact that he believes there are definite
social work opportunities there, Warren is resistant against Hawaii as he
thinks it makes a person feel isolated, but Betty is very anxious for them
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to go there so she can be near her family,

Kay is a soelal worker with the Red Cross in Jamaieca and Kenny met
her in that unit recently, She is a negro girl from West Virginia who got
her training at Western Reserve in Cleveland, Quite cultured and intellie
gent, speaks a refined English, a good conversationalist, deeply interested
in racial problems, She lives in Upper Harlem and she told us quite a bit
about the crowded situation in that area,

Ray and Dave were the other two at the gathering, They didn't stay
too long, Kenny knew them as instructors in the CIC school in Baltimore,
They got commissions in the ASTP in Ann Arbor but they said that they were
never very qualified to teach Japanese, They go to the NEW School and ap=
parently are interested in the theatrieal field, These might be the two
who are interested in putting on a play about a ecaucasian GI marrying a
Nisei girl but I didn't ask them, They had been to a lecture by Thomas
Mann earlier in the evening so they told us about it,

Betty was very friendly with mej in fact, she "consulted™ me on some
of her worries about Warren, She said that he got so moody at times and he
didn't get gay unless he were drinking, She complained that he never talked
serious things over with her and did not mention his daily activities at
work and school, She said they even had occasional spats, but usually they
got along well, Betty thought that one of the things whiech was worrying
Warren was the fact that he had to face her mother when she eame out here
this summer; and Warren did mention this later, Betty said that her mother
was going to attend a Mormon convention in Salt Lake and spend part of the
sumer with them, but that her father couldn't come because he was too busy
making money, When I asked her why he didn't enjoy some of his money while
he bad a chance, Betty was surprised and said that after all money was a
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good goal for one to work for, Warren didn't like that and they had some
discussion, It seems that Betty's identifieation with Hawaii is quite
marked, and Warren can always get her on the defensive by deprecating

this provinecial attitude when she tries to boss him in front of people,
She mentioned how helpless he was in helping her look for an apartment and
this sort of embarrassed Werren, Betty seems to wear mostly Chinese style
clothes, and Warren was trying to convince Kay that he was Chinese, In a
way, it reflects some basic inner insecurity for both of them, I think
that Betty is a bit resentful of Warren's intellectual superiority so she
is always bringing up the fact that the Hawailan group has more money, es-~
pecially her family: "At least we know how to make money back home, while
you mainlanders think you are more sophisticated." This was the only time
during the evening that there was any discussion of Nisei and it was only
in passing, Betty wasn't very tactful when she said to me, "I wish that
Warren would talk things over with me like Yuriko tells me you two do" and
she added the compliment, "You have more of a sociable nature than most

Nisei I have met, even in Hawaii," I don't know why she said that unless

it was a hope that I would not take Warren's side when the Hawaiian maine
land issue was brought up,

I suspect that they have a lot of talks about Hawaii in their home life
and Betty is trying to get Warren to go there, but he is resisting, Warrem
indicated that there was a lot of pressure being put on him when he said
that her parents promised to build them a home if they came, Warren does
not look forward to the arrival of his mother-in-law as he feels certain
that she is going to give him an inquisition about his future plans, and ine
eist that he "get a respectable job like other people," Warren was drinking
a good amount and in & light mood so he did a lot of talking which reflected

some of the things bothering him, He said that he was going to finish up
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his MA in politieal science and that he has given up ideas about the jour-
nalism course, He said that he has to make a big decision and give writing
fiction a trial as he thinks that he might be able to do it since one of
his professors has been encouraging him, However, it bothers him that
Betty and her mother, no doubt, will put pressure on him to go to Hawaii
and to do something more orthodox, "like working for a living,® Warren may
give way under the combined pressure and go to Hawaii, but I doubt that he
would be happy living around so many of Betty's relatives, Warren won't
quit his Time job even though Betty makes public announcements about being
willing to support himj; but the real reason seems to be that he does get some
"status" from being identified with the staff of the magasine despite the
fact that he despises the policies of the publishers, Warren wants to be
independent, but he also seems to enjoy Betty's role as a sort of dominat-
ing "mother" over him, Drinking loosens up a lot of his inhibitions and it
is quite revealing also, He acts gay but these mental worries nevertheless
come out in his indireet remarks, He thought the solution for world peace
was for all countries to plant elm trees as it had a soothing effect and
stifled aggressive tendencies, and frequent reference to it seemed to in-

dicate a trace of escapism, Warren is essentially a "thinker" type, and

it would be a erime for Betty's family to force him to go into business,

but circumstances may push him into this line of least resistance if his
hopes of becoming a writer do not materialize quickly and Betty gets impa=-
tient, That's the trouble with working for a living and marrying a girl who
thinks money and security is the only aim in life! I missed Yuriko very
much while these comments were being madel

During the evening, we also talked about art, the theater, dancing, in-
come taxes, polities, philesophy of life, recent books, racial relations,
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cost of food, the circus, Commnists in May Day parade, housing shortage,
misic, garment union, Hawaii as a "melting pot" fallacy (Kay: "Where the
American flag flies, there is no democracy,"), social work theories, base=
ball, cost of servicemen to the national budget, failure of Truman and
chances for Wallace, how to get along with in-laws and so forth, Since
there was a wide range of interests in the group, it was easy to talk about
different things, About 2:00 Kenny and Kimi were sleepy and wanted us to
go, so Kenny got his jacket on to walk us to the station, but I insisted
on another drink, and then Warren got to be a problem, Betty was sure that
she would have to earry him up the stairs, We finally left at 3:15., Warremn
invited all of us to his place next Saturday but I made him write it out in
case he forgot about it when he got sober,

Slept all morning; read papers most of afternoon, Yuriko sent tele=-
granm saying that she will visit Ethel's family and come back Monday night,

I hope she gete a good rest, I may go to a show tonight as I don't feel

like reading, It's been raining all day, It's been a quiet, but restful

day for me, but I shall be much happier when Yuriko gets back as I don't
care for "baching,"
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Yuriko returned last night about 1:30 and I was so surprised as I had not
been expecting her and I was sound asleep., It was due to my interpreting her
telegram wrongly as she said "12:45 AM Monday" and I thought that meant after
midnight tonight rather than last night, which is what the telegram actually
meant. Anyway we had a brief but happy reunion. We talked for about a half
hour, but Yuriko says she will tell more of the concert and trip to Boston
when she comes home tonight. She sald that she had a rugged time up there,
that the concert went over fairly well on Saturday night, that she went to a
Chinese dinner with Paul and his friends after the concert (10 courses), that
ghe visited Ethel's family, that she went to church with them, and that she
came back with Paul and Ethel in a compartment on the train. She also said
that she lived with Ethel's friend in Boston so that she and Ethel only spent
about $10 as they had no hotel bill to pay and they cooked in the apariment.
This morning, I was so sleepy that I couldn't get ups, Yuriko was sound asleep
so I didn't wake her up. She left a note saying that she slept until 2:00
and she went to teach at 4 so she should be home soon. She says that she
will ocook the special sirloin steak dinner.

I had a very strenuous day, or at least it felt that way as I was sleepy.
This morning we had a staff conference and discussed one of the unit cases.
Just near the end of it I asked whether it was true that the students used the
extra clothing grants as a means of getting relationship with the olients,
and whether the practice was not abused sometimes since students in the anxiety

to establish rapport promise olothing when not necessary (at the same time

recognizing that the budgets were inadequate); and that, therefore, they might

cover up by distorting the record, Whet I wanted to emphasize was that the
social workers as a whole should apply casework techniques to themselves once
in awhile to appreciate how a client feels, that they should be realistic and
eriticize when necessary instead of resorting to distorting of records. I

started to give an illustration of how we left things unsaid in the records
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at Hancock because the Board did not understand, but why it was necessary to
combat it since the other method would not solve the problem. But I never got
that far in explaining my point as the staff got very much on the defensive
and misinterpreted that I was challenging their particular integrity. They
said 1t was not true, that they never heard of a social worker distorting the
record; and the supervisor joined in by saying that in all her years of super-
vision she didn't know of such a things I couldn't say that she hadn't been
around because she has had much more experience than I but many social workers
have informally told me of how they got things for the client by a roundabout
rationalization method because of agency limitations. It was quite shocking
to them that I brought the issue up, but I believed that social workers and
other professions could learn more by recognizing that their techniques are
not perfect. But, I didn't insist upon my point since it seemed to attack the

whole philosophy, which was not what I was trying to do. I still don't think

any profession is too sacred not to question once in awhile, that would be the

healthy thing to do.

By a strange coincidence, I got an example of what I was trying to say
when I went out on my afternoon case. Mr. V. was fighting angry, almost psychotie,
because he didn't get the shoe check which he thought I had promised and he went
out in the rain with leaking shoes and caught a cold so he projected all of his
life's problems on to me and sald that the other social worker always gave him
things without asking about prices. From the old record, it read like a good
casework procedure was followed but the former student distorted the record
because he was fearful of Mr, V.'s wrath. In some ways I don't blame him because
in the first place, the budgets are inadequate; and in the second place, Mr. V.
is a formidable person to face when aroused. He had one breakdown in the past
and it is nerve shattering to face him when he blows his top like he did today.
I almost thought he was going to commit mayhems I finally got him soothed down,

but it is going to take a long time before I regain good relationships with him
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because of his interpretation of how extra clothing is obtained. And it wes
not his fault because the previous soclal worker gave him everything he re=-
quested and misrepresented the records. By doing that, he did not help to
bring out the fact that budgets were inadequate and it certainly makes it
tougher for the next worker. Ordinarilly, I might have covered up for the
previous worker, but since he is out of the school now and since the super=
visor and the rest of the staff are so naive, I wrote up the case as it happened
to take a bit of wind out of their idealist sails,

I mentioned it to my supervisor briefly, and she said that she really was
surprised, but I can't understand where she has been all these years. I#'l no
wonder that social workers ret so quickly disillusioned when they pet out of
school and find out how things don't operate entirely according to the idealistic

theories they learn, and it might be a good thing for them to realize that

things are not perfect. Social work is never going to get any place as long

as the workers go on kidding themselves. As things are in the school now,

the psychoanlytical approach is so sacred that it is practically heresey to

askc questions which one may have in holding some reservations. I just want to

get my M4A, and I don't want to be a "rebel" but at times one must raise questions

if one has the illusion that there is such a thing as intellectual honesty.
Apparently, there has been some favorable results for me personally beom se

my supervisor seems to have a good opinion of my abilities--better than I have.

She said just before I left the office that I wes doing wood work and she

gave me a difficult psychiatric case to do next., She said that she had spoken

to my advisor at school and they had agreed that I should have a psychiatric

placements I told her that the courses at school had not been exactly what

I wanted, but that I felt the field work in the agency was valuable as I had

to unlearn a lot of things and I never did have enough professional supervision,

true enough, She said that my school advisor was disturbed by the fact that

I hed been railroaded into the public apgency, and inferred that they gave all

the choice to "old students”™ but now thought a mistake had been made, Frankly,
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I don't care as long as I get my M.A, because I only have four more courses to take
and a thesis., But it is satisfying to realize that the schoocl now feels it has not
done right by mell I just as soon stay in public welfare now that my supervisor is

giving me psychiatric cases instead of the more routine kind. The more I learn, the

less I know and I think that it is rather stupid for so many social workers to think

they have all the techniques down pat and that they lmow all about human behavier

because they learned a few theories 1in school.
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Yuriko's midnight story of her Boston Adventures just before we pgo to sleep
last night:

"leMad such an interesting time, and so many things happened. Wednesday, it
all started when we got on the train to go there. When it came to lunch time, the

. group went to the diner and found it so orowded that they just couldn't pet in, I

had the lunch you made so four us went back and we ate it. As soon as we pgot into
Boston, we had to rush up to Cambridge and we only had a few minutes to get settled
in Xay's apartment. ¥ay is one of Fthel's college friends. The Boston symphony had
to follow a strict schedule so we rushed over and rehearseds The music was hard to
follow because it had a different tempo so it meant that we would have to put in a
lot of extra work before we could give the performance., By the time we got back to
the apartment we were famished. FEthel's sister Betts and Kay had one of those dainty
college girl dinners for us--a can of meat and canned potatoes. They only ate like
birds, and Ethel and I were so hungry that we had to rush out and buy some pastry at
the bakery before going to the evening rehearsal, That night some of Xay's friends
came over and they talked about placed where they could get the biggest cocktails
and things like that,

"Thursday, we were very tired but we had to go rehearse some more. On top

of that, temperments got upset. It all came about quite accidentally, The four

other girls did not get the promised rooms in a Boston Hotﬁlﬂlhf:h Harvard was

supposed to arrange because there were conventions there and all of them were
filled, The boys rushed around in the brief time they had between rehearsals and
they got rooms for £4.00 each, The girls didn't like to pay that much every night
and they wanted to be closer to Cambridge so Thursday morning they dashed around
trying to find a room before coming to the rehearsal. Finally, a small inn said
they would take them because the mentioned that they were in the Martha Graham
company, and the four girls were not able to get a taxi so they hitched hiked up
with their bagss A college boy gave them a ride in his open jalopys Well, anyway,
Helen Lansfer (The éompany pianist) got very upset when she found out that she was
the only girl left in Boston. Naturally, she thought it was all planned and that
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they were trying to avoid her! She didn't like the idea of being left out, and she

thought that nobody 1iked her. Helen has been playing the piano for the company

for years and she is an older girl with a strong attachment for Martha end nobody

actually goes out of their way to avoid her but she just thinks that., Anywsy Helen
was in a very bad moods She lnew that we needed the metronone very badly in order

to ret used to dancing with the symphony. She must have had words with Martha because
when the rest of us got to the auditorium, the metronone was all smashed. We were
talking about it in the dressing room, and Martha ceme in and said that Helen wes
feeling quite hurt and she sald she was never going to play for the company again.

She acted worse than Isamu and he ceme backs But Martha asked us to be extra nice

to Helen so we babled her for the rest of the day. We told her everything we were
doing so she wouldn't feel left out of anything and she finally calmed down. But,

it was very hard on us and we were so tired out.

"After the afternoon rehearsal we didn't know for sure if we would rehearse
again as the Boston Symphony had to rehearse for a radio program or something. So
Ethel and I bought a huge porterhouse steak as Kay was not there, and we invited
Helen McGee to come along to help eat it up. Incidentally, I only spent about §10
the whole time I was up there because my expeniea were so cheap. Anyway, Ethel's
mother came up from Wenthrem to tell her of the plans for some sort of wedding or
enpgagement announcement party for Betts on Sat. night and she wanted Ethel to come
down. It was going to be held in the town church. Now Fthel had other plans about
meeting Paul who was coming up but she couldn®t say that to her mother because that
would have been a mortal blow to her, Her mother acted very hurt when Ethel said
that she wanted to go to the buffet supper to be given after the performance by
Harvard. Her mother hinted that she didn't think enough of her family to come
downs I was in the same room so I just said that there would be a lot of important
composers at the buffet supper and it would be a good experience for her. WNrs.
Winters then gave in and she said that maybe Ethel might find her future husband

there. This sort of upset Ethel, but she just said, 'Oh, mother }'. Then her
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mother left, and we found out from Don that we could have Thurs. evening off.

"So we decided to pet a bottle and have a little party at the Inn where the
girls were staying. We phoned the boys to come up and we went over there in a
bunch. But the Inn manager was horrified to think that the boys would want to go
up to the girl's room and they said that such a thing had not happened there in
30 years and it just wasn't being done in Boston. So the boys had to sit downstairs
and listen to a lecture while we went up and decided what we should dos Since Kay
went home, we decided to all go over to her apartment so we took our sewing and went
back in a bunch. But we found out that when Kay had signed the lease for the apart-
ment, there was a clause saying that she wouldn't hold any 'wild parties' so we
told the boys to be quiet. We sewed on our costumes all evening, and talked about
what a Puritan place Boston was.

"Friday we rehearsed long hours epgain, and got our hairdo done. Then Erie
Hawkins got tempermental, and he said that he didn't like the designs which Helen
Lansfer had embroidered in his costume. It moant taking all the stitches out so we
worked until one ayem in Martha's room in Boston to finish it. We couldn't get it
done so Martha phoned Charlotte Towbridge to come up from NY right away on the next
train and redesign it so she was up first thing Saturday.

"We rehearsed again Saturday morning, and since the performence was in late
afternoon we hardly had time to go out to eats Paul arrived in the drizzling rain
so he went out and got sandwiches for us. But he caught a colds At the last minute,
we pgot the costumes finished. We were told that the Boston Symphony had to leave et

8 pems sharp since they had to follow a strict union schedule and also go back to
Boston for a radio program. So we had to rush between numbers to finish the perfor-
mance on time, It went over pretty good, especially 'Dark Meadow' and as we were
finishing the last steps it was 8 on the dots The buffet supper had been cancelled

so Paul took Ethel, Florence (Ethel's roommate here who plays the horses up and down

the Atlantic Coast and is a ocommercial photographer or something on the side), and

some of Paul's Chinese business associates to the Boston Chinatown and we had a 10

course dinner. The Chinese business friends were paying all of the expenses and
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they just drank. Paul had a cold and he couldn't eat much, and Ethel wasn't too

hungrys. So Florence and I ate the whole 10 course dinnmer (for 8 people) up
practically by ourselves. The rest of the company had to cheeck out and come back.
We found out that the girls got a long lecture from the Inn management about their
conduct. They told the girls that they were telling them all of these things for
their own good, and that their parents would appreciate looking after their morals.
They thought that the company boys were up to no good wanting to visit in the rooms.
They didn't realize that it was all so innocent and that we had traveled together a
lot in other cities and nothing was ever said about it. The management told them
that they maintained strick discipline., On top of all this Mar orie had come up and
she registered in her maiden name., Here she was 7 months pregnant and her stomach
uﬁs sticking out all over the place, so this convinced the Inn owners that all of
the girls were loose and immoral and Marjorie had to listen to the lecture tool

It was such a big joke.

"Sunday morning, we made plans to meet Paul at the train in Provincetown, R.I.
so we could ride back to NYC with him, since he couldn't go to Wentham with us to
visit Ethel's family. We were driven there by one of the town boys who was a friend
of the family end a college student, On the way, he told Ethel that he, too, did
not want to be snobbish but that he didn't have anything in common with the small
town and he was thinking of leaving it like Ethel did., Anyway, Wentham is a small
town (about 3600) and it was my plan to take a nap while Ethel went to church with
her family, But when we got to her home it was all locked up so I had to go to
church with Ethel. The minister gave a pretty good talk but it seemed like the con=
gregation didn't pay much attention, It was just a small town social practice for
them to gos After the service, I met the minister and about 25 of Ethel's relatives.
Thet family clan practically runs that small town. Ethel's father is a factory owner
and he makes some kind of steel products and he is 71 years old, Her mother is in
the 50's and Mrs. Winter's sister used to be married to Mr. Winters. That's why

Ethel's sister and brother are half-brother and sister and cousins tooe.
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"Anyway, the whole bunch of them treated me very nice. They thought that they
were making me feel good when one of the aunts said that her husband had employed
'your people in the lumber mills' and she said that they came up from Arkansas and
they were such hard workers. I smiled and thought, 'Fooey, you are just taking
advantage of thém to get cheap work,' but I didn't say anything. It was so patronize
ing the way they acted and yet they just didn't understand. You kmow, that old New

England Puritan Yankee stuff., Ethel was so embarrassed that her relatives didn't

realize that I was another American and not a foreigner. The mihiltor's wife patted

my cheek and said that I wens very pretty and 'your people make plenty of money here
and we are nice to them's They just didn't understand, I guess., Yet they were so
nice to me in their way and certainly friendly.

"After the church service, we went back to the Winter's home and had a roast
lamb dinner, and then we met a lot of other cousins and other relatives, Then Betts
introduced us to her fiancee and they drove us over to see their duplex house in
tom. The fiancee is a distributor of some kind and they seemed fairly well=-to-do.
Then we went back to Ethel's home and her mother told her of the immense plans for
the wedding for Betts in June., Ethel has to be a bridesmaid and it hurts her to pay
$30 to buy material for a dress but she won't ask her mother for it. I saw how
dominating her mother can be and it is going to be a very tough confliet when Ethel
marries Paul as the town will no doubt think that she is marrying a heathen chinee
and ¥rsg, Winters will think that she is disgraced forever. The family is very religious
in g hypoeritical way and they go to church every week, and for the rest of the week
they live for making money and getting social prestige in that town. The Winters
are the leading family in that town as there must be about 500 relatives and they
own all of the main businesses and they belong to the 'best' social cireles and
they are the town leaders. The Winters are well off, but I don't blame Ithel for
wanting to break away from that narrow town., We had to say grace at the table
before the meal and Mrs, Winters thanked Cod that I had oome to visit in their

home and we held hands while praying so that Ethel and I had to giggle silently.
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Later in the afternoon Ethel and her mother had another confliet about religion
and Bthel told her mother that she just went to please her but didn:;/iike the
kind of religion they didn't live in practicés The Winters have a terrific clan
tie and they all get married in that town and settle down. That's what Mrs. W,
wants for Ethel. I couldn't imagine Ethel living in that commnity with all that
artificial believing in God end the stifling Puritan atmosphere which still thinks
smoking is e sin., Ws went over to meet her brother, and he has been a sort of a
black sheep toos He caused a terrific scandal in the town because he got a diverce
and he brought back a Spanish type of Puerto Rican wife whom he met while in the
service, This half-brother has a new house and he owns a freezing plant where the
better off people can freeze whole half cows at a time. (freezing lockers) I don't
think he oould do it free for all the relatives as he wouldn't make any money}
"The day was finally over with a supper, and then Betts and her fiancee drove
us to Provincetown to catoh the train at nine, They were not supposed to lmow that
Paul would be there as they do not lmow that he and Ethel are plaming marriage.
Paul was out on the station platfa;m and a bit worried as the train was just about
to leave but when he saw us coming he went back in the train and Ethel didn't know
if her sister saw him or not. We tried to get rid of Bett's fiancee but he insisted
upon being a New England gentleman and carrying some of our bags and he said that
he had to get us seats in the coach, He just wouldn't leave us so we walked all
the way up to the front of the train with our tags as the train was erowded and
finally we got a seat, and he jumped off just as the train was leaving, Then
Ethel had to get a porter to carry our bags back to the compartment and we slept
all the way back. What a trip} Good night, darling{" And that was the end of

Yuriko's story.

I went to two classes today, and in the first one we had a most interesting
discussion on integration versus cultural identity. The instructor and the Jewish
background students were for cultural identity, but the rest was for more of the

assimilation program. No solution was arrived at, but I told quite a bit about my
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work with the U.,C, Study and the instructor is going to put the volume on the

reading 1ist. Although I don't agree with the instructor on the best method of

oreating an America without racial clashes, I have been getting a better appreciation
on the problems of those with diverse cultural backgromds. The instructor thinks

I am a sort of expert on the West Coast situation as she is always calling on me

for confirmation or opinions on the various minorities of the west coasts There is

a girl from China in our class and she says to me after class, "You know so much
about my people in California."” Apparently the whole point of the class has been
lost to her as she can't conceive of the Chinese Americans as being Americans onlys.
That's what makes the problem so difficult because even liberal people get the wrong
-impression when they talk in terms of an /merican being of white, Anglo Saxon,
Protestant stock primarily and that every one else are foreigmers.

After my second class, Dr. Klein stopped me in the hall to remark that I had
mede & valuable contribution to the class discussion today (it was the first time I
had said anything in this course) and he wished that I would talk more. How could
I tell him that I thought that his course was dull and boring even though I thought
he was brilliant?

I didn't feel like going to the library so I let studies go for another day.

I just can't understand the students who tel]l me that they are so swamped with
studies that they are on the verge of a nervous collapse as I get a guilty conscience
from feeling that the courses are so easy that I am not doing enough studying. I
guess I just have the easy courses this quarter. It was such a warm afternoon that

I decided to walk home. I stopped by Ethel's and had lunch with her end gossiped for
two hours. She told me her problems of whether to quit the Graham company and go
into Broadway, and of her worry about how she was going to tell her mother that

she was planning to marry Paul in July. She said that she might oconsult the town
minister and try to win him over so that she will have a little support in the town
since her mother will probably raise a big fuss and there will be terrific clan

repercussions. She said that she hated %o hurt her mother, but that she had %o lead
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her own life and the decision had to be made. I told her that it was just as well
to face the issue with her mother and that Mrs. Winters would get over it sooner

or later. Ethel said that she didn't lmow because in her town, it is a scandal to

even marry a Catholic and that her mother is just living down the fact that the

oldest son got a divorce "which is practically unheard of in our part of the country."

Yuriko is coming home at 7:30 and she will get after me if she finds that I
have not studied at all today. She is so good in diseiplining me; I am afraid that
I wouldn't pass the courses if I didn't have her to spur me on. School is so un=
realistic, yet it is a nice escape. I'm glad that Yuriko realizes that socia] worke
ers never make much of a salary and that I may even have some difficulty in getting
placed after I am through.

It certainly is disgusting to read of the pattern of distrust, tension and
racial friction developing in the Villape. Ten or more neproes have been beaten up
around here in the past 6-8 months. This is supposed to be one of the "melting
pots" of the city, and there has been a lot of community action beinpg undertaken
in the past few days to eliminate race friction. Most of it has happened within a
few blocks of us even tho the Village is noted as a "polyglot neighborhood with an
intellectual potpourri of artists, writers, and professional people superimposed on
a stretch of poor, often foreign born, tenement dwellers." (from PM) But as soon
as a few Negroes move down from more crowded Harlem, trouble starts and it may be
"outside" forces in the city which encourages it. It seems that landlords don't
want Negroes here for fear that house values will decrease--same old stupid kind of
thinking {
later:

We have been dealt a mortal blow! All during dinner Yuriko was cheerful and
we ate a delicious meal, I kept asking her if she was enjoying it because she was
8o quiet, but I thought it was because she was tired. At 8:30 Joan Skinner came
over to do some sewing, It was at this strategic moment that Yuriko broke the

news, She said that she didn't want to spoil my dinner, but now she could tell me,
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This afternoon she went over to pay the rent, and Mrs, Ohta said that her son Allan
was ocoming back from Japan in 10 days but since she had promised us this place for
a year, we could stay here until October. Mrs. Ohta is a bitch and this has been
confirmed. Yuriko told her that we were under the impression that we could have
this place for at least two years, but didn't argue. She spoke to the owner, but
he didn't seem to understand. So that is that.

But from our talks with Joan, there might be a chance in approaching Allan when
he gets backs She said that Allan kmows her and Duggy quite well and used to visit
all the time. Bob Johns and the Ellisons are also Allan's friends. Joan thought
that if we could get together and talk it over with Allan that he might see our

viewpoint. We came here on the basis that we could stay at leest two yearg, and

Mrs. Ohta told us that she didn't want people moving in and out., We didn't learn
7

-

about Allen coming back here until later. On the basis that we wﬁﬁid stay here

for two years, I went ahead with all that work of fixing up and painting, ordering
the phone and refrigidaire ete, Joan said that Mrs. O. was a person like that and
she wanted to manare her children's life and that Allan didn't get along with her
too well and the father lives apart, Allan pot this place originally but there is
no lease, We don't know what he plans to do yet. It seems further that Mrs. O,
has had her building condemned and the case is going to court so that she may be
thinking of moving in here herself with Toshie and husband, especially since it
is so nicely fixed now. It is one hell of = mess, and our hope is that Allan will
see how unfair his mother has been to us. Joan said that she would invite Allan
over and then we ocould speak to him afterwards so that his mother will not be around.
Yuriko has sent me in here to study for at least an hour this evening, but I
am not in the mood as I have to think of some strategy on how to handle the coming
housing orisis. A lot may happen between now and next October and we may even find
another place as good as this. Yuriko wants me to put in a request with the Veterans
Housing Authority. Oh, that Mrs, Ohta, what a treacherous thing she is} And to
think that we are paying her 507 excess rent on top of all this. It is enough to

exasperate anyone,
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Joan Skimner is the newest member of the company. She got in because Duggy,

her roommate got ill. Joan is going to work for the studio this summer es n sort
of receptionist and she will also take lessonss It's been quite an event for her
to get into the company, but she doesn't think that it will be permanent. She

says that she has trouble with her landlord toos. She is also having trouble with
her mother who doesn't like her boyfriendl Why do mothers have to be this way and

be so selfish as to hurt an individual 1ife? Everybody seems to have problems i}
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It rained again but I didn't go out of the public welfare office at all on a

case since it took me most of the day to read the record of an old case report which
I will take over. It was all about Butofsky's criminal activities and difficulties
in trying to go straight in order to support his wife and family. In my weekly
individual conference with Miss Loughrey, she was quite concerned about what I had
spoken to Miss Hollis about so I told her that it was in relation to my courses

and not about field work. The school seems to be getting conscerned about giving

me the type of training I came after so I puess I am getting past the provisional
statuss WNo doubt I will have much tougher courses next quarter and I may regret
that I bit off more than I could chews But as long as I am going to school I might
as well get the most out of it as it may help in job hunting afterwards.

I went to lunch with Iris Lowry, one of the student workers in our unit and she
said that her fiancee was very worried about the job problem too. He had hoped to
get into the VA when he pgot through with the training so he turned down a chance to
get into the VA for the sake of the degree. Most of his friends went into the
VA and now he finds himself in a position where he has less chance for advancement
than the others without the MA because Congress is going to cut the funds and there
won't be so many new psychiatric social workers taken in. Iris said that after she
gets married, they may go out of town for a job since the chances were much better.
She works hard at the office, and the reason is that she failed one field work course
at the start of her training because she was so confused as to what it was all about.
We had quite a lengthy discussion on the philosophy of case work while eating our
pastrami sandwiches in the small Jewlsh restaurant.

Last night Yuriko and I talked over the housing crisis, and we decided to let
it ride and not force an issue at this point in the hopes that something will be
worked outs It will be unfortunate to have a housing erisis during my last quarter
in school when I will need to concentrate all my energy on the thesis and finishing
up by Januarye. I'm hoping that Dorothy Thomas will have some time to give me some

advice on thesis outline as I'm not sure how I could use the material I collected
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in Chicagos £he did suggest a study of the integration movement and I think that

this might be the best topic, but I am indefinite about how I ecan approach the

analysis of its I won't start on the thesis umtil late this summer, but time is

going by so quicklys Half of this first quarter is gone already. I got my first
subsistence allowance in the mails this morning. Yuriko made extra money last
month so that we will have the first subsistence check clear,

Yuriko wants me te get a summer sult and I may have to get a light one since
it is so uncomfortable in the summer out here and I will be doing field work. She
always wants to get something for mes I have been trying to save from my allowance
so I could get something for her but she always says that I need things more.
Yuriko has been so loveable since returning from Boston that we are having & new
romance ! I sure get sleepy in the morning though because we talk so latel Yurike
manapes our budget so well now that she has it much better under control than my
methods. Maybe we will buy a house some day if I pet a job and if the inflationary
trends come down and if we are able to save that much! Right now, we keep ahead

of bill collectors and we are solvent at least, thanks to Yurike's hard work}
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Last night I took an evening off from school thoughts and we went to see a
movie. It was a very nice escape for me and I enjoyed the picture, "Stairway to
Heaven," which was a fantasy, It wns the first time I took Yurike out on a date
for a long time, and she was a bit worried that I should have studied instead.
The quarter is half over now so that I think I shall begin to bear down and do a
bit more reading., I am not so sure now if the lack of diseipline in the school
le a good thing or not, I used to think that meture students did not need to
be spurred on by examinations, but it is so easy to let studies drift by when
one is as mentally lagy as I am inclined to be., However, I thought on the way
home from the movies that I should change my system and do some systematic read-

ing“or else I would not be getting a thing out of schools In a way it is too bad

thet I had to take cultural enlirhtening courses to fulfill requirements as that

gsort of discouraged me from putting my heart into things.

I elept most of the morning, and my resolution of last night did not bear
muech fruit as I made only a half hearted attempt to read a book in bed but when
I saw Yuriko sleeping so soundly next to me I got sleepy and the next thing I
lmew it was noon and I had to jump up to go to the afternoon class. It wasn't
a particularly illuminating session, and I don't have such a high evaluation of
my group work instructor. It seems that the field is so vague that they have
to grab a few concepts from various related fields and we have been spending our
time going over and over them in various ways. I honestly have been trying to
pet something constructive out of that course, and I can't find any measurement
of improving my knowledge.

My evening class was a little better as Dr. Kenworthy is & noted psychiatrist
with a large private practice so that she does kmow her stuff. However, she is
striotly Freudian in her approach and it is difficult to accept all that she says.
The good thing about her class is that she does not insist that we absorb a lot
of psychotic terms and memorize all of the symptoms which goes into the various
emotional disturbances. She said that if a couple had a close relationship, and

if one of them happened to be restless some night that it was possible to ask
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them questions and they would talk about their unconscious mental conflicts if

a certain technique were used, I told Yuriko that I was going to try it on her,
but she says that she won't go to sleep and, further, I am not supposed to have
any secrets from her| Yuriko had dinner with Helen L. as she was doing some dress
fitting for her so I ate dinner alone, She has been doing shopping for Mother's
Day and buying presents for Alice's new baby. Yuriko is very considerate about

these things, and she does not forget special events of this sort. She got about

{18 back from the Treasury Department so that she is planning to spend it up on

gifts and buying something for herself as she figures that it is unexpected income.
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I am glad that the end of the school week has arrived as I can look forward

to a couple of days of greater relaxation. It's a good thing that I had a compule

slon to get my class papers all written ahead of time as ﬁont of the students in

the classes I have will have a headache sweating it out this weekend., We will
get about four more assignments.

I went to field work today and had a relatively easy time of its I find that
I am always finding a lot of free time on my hands because it is not too difficult
to write up the cases and that is where the other students seem to spend the most
times I don't go around looking for complicated problems in the elients either
if I know that nothing can be done about its A lot of the students go to a great
deal of trouble to get a client to realize that they are suffering from deep
seated neurotic patterns which gives them some satisfactions defensively, and
then they are not able to help them overcome it since recognized psychiatrists
would hesitate to cure some of these long time cases of this sorts When I pet a
case like this, all I attempt to do is to give some supportive help and let it
go at that, unless it seems likely that the person has some insight and can de
something about his oconfliocts.

As a result many of my home visits are more in the nature of sociel calls
and I enjoy them quite a bit. This morning I spent about two hours with a couple
of 78 year old Irish women and they told me all about their youth and their
experiences in the old country. They talked a lot of getting ready to die, but
I didn't try to tell them that they should not think this way since I had nothing
to offer them as a substitute and they lmow that they are petting olde In our
discussion, we talked about Negroes and the two women said that they had been
hospital attendents for many years and as they got older it was the colored
workers who were the kindest to them and helped them across the street in winter
so that they would not slip and fall upon the ice. They also told me of Jewish
practice of getting tight when visiting the cemetary, and about Irish wakes.

They look forward to my visits because they have outlived everyone else and
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neighbors do not like to listen to old people talking. They try to compliment

me so that I will come back again soon, by such things as saying that I am under=

standing, kind and handsome |

I went to the hostel for luuch between home visits, and Mrs, M. cooked me a
special hamburger lunch which was tasty. Then she asked if we were going to give
her a Mother's Day present, and what it was. I refused to tell her, Apparently,
it does have some meaning for her to get something from us as 1t certainly does
please her, I think we may get Mrs. A., the cook, something too since she is
always féeding me extra thingss Joan is still 1ike a sour fish and never says
anything, but Kimi the sister is much friendlier now and she talks to me with a
greater cense of ease., She sald that she was going to start %o look for a job
next week as she was tired of loafing around so longe Mr. M. had me type out a
letter of reference for a Kibei boy who got a DD from the Army.

The last few days are supposed to be record cold ones, down te freeaing,
and we have had to light the oil stove againe-probably for the last time this

gseason. This evening I think I shall study.
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We spent a quiet evening at home last night and I got in a couple hours of
textbook reading, Yuriko wrapped some gifts to send to Mom and Alice, and also
to her mother., We spent about #15 for gifts this month and Yuriko is planning
to do some more tomorrows. She bought Yom a blouse, Alice's baby a cap and blanket
which didn't look good on me, and her mother will get a blouse and two cartons of
oipgarettes. Yuriko gets pleasure out of doing these things, just like her mother.
I wouldn't know how to go about buying baby things myself |

We got up in midemorning and Yuriko went uptown with Pearl to buy Martha
Graham a birthday present at Saks Fifth Ave, The whole company chipped in and
they got one of those white pure silk slips with embroidery and lace which costs
an atrocious amount, and Martha wes so happy when it was presented., She said
that she couldn't afford it herself. Now Yuriko is resting and reading the papers
as it took most of the day to do this shoppings We had planned to do the house-
keeping but we have to get ready to go to Warren's soon.

I spent most of the day doing some more reading, and I think thet I am
finally getting down %o business, I hopel At least I have gone about it in a
business like way and even resisted Yuriko's smooching temporarilyl Reading these

textbooks have not resolved much of my doubts about the field of psychoanalysis

but I think that I am more receptive to it now and I have picked up some interesting

concepts. Yuriko says that when and if we have a baby, she will let me take care
of itl We were discussing this subject a bit last night, but we both felt that
it was an event which we could not think of in concrete terms yet. Yuriko is
receptive to the idea of adopting a child if we ever feel secure economically.
Yuriko said that Joan Skimner and Duggy are conspiring to help us with our
housing problem by working indirectly upon Allan when he returns from Japan.
Duggy was surprised to learn that Mrs. Ohta seems to think she told us that she
was saving this place for her son at the time we started to rent. Dugpy said
that she didn't mow a thing about it and she was the one who told us that Bob

Johns was moving out.
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Joan asked Yuriko if she could bring her mother over here some evening
next week., Her reason is that she would like to convince her mother that a
couple could get along well even if the wife has a career and the husband goes
to schools We are supposed to be the demonstrative truth of this beliefl Joan
sald that her mother is not too kindly disposed to her getting married yet
elther so she sympathizes with Fthel and her problems. It seems that more of
the company members are more kindly disposed towards the institution of marriage
since Yuriko started the process. The present group were not so much opposed
to the idea of career and marriage as the old group, many of whom are still
single. In fact, most of the company girls now are going steady: Ethel, Pearl,
Dugey, Joan. Yuriko says that Joan wants us to act "natural” so that her mother
can observe how compatible we arel Joan figures that we are most happily
married couple and best adjusted that she kmows Il So Yuriko says that I even

have to help her dry dishes that night, as if I never dol
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Last night we went to Warren's and had a nice time eating, but the talking
wasn't as interesting as last week. Betty and Warren went to a lot of trouble
and considerable expense to feed the ten guests a Japanese meal. They got all
the fancy foods and served it very prettily buffet style. Betty had June Matsuda
come over to help her most of the afternoon to cook all these things, and an
Issel man downstaris cut the fresh raw fish up for them. Warren sneaked off to
2 baseball game in the midst of the preparations so he got off easily. He was

the bartender for the evening. Kay brought her friend Joan from the same agency

with her and they had never tasted rJupanese food before. Tosh and Chiya Miyazakl

were the other couple that we did not imows There were too many people to sit
around comfortably and talk so there was a tendency to split up into little
groups. Betty, as usual, brought out her books on Hawaii, but now she claims
that their future plans are indefinite as Warren probably said definitely that
he didn't want to go to the Islands even if her parents would build them a home.
The presence of Tosh and his wife probably deadened the proceedings. During
the early part of the evening, Tosh was trying to get June "high." She was in
a bad mood because her boyfriend went back to the Coast to look after his parents
and he didn't say whether they were engaged or not. June used to be one of the
most popular Nisei girls in the Bay area prior to the war. She works in the
same shop as Betty but she thought that they would be laid off soon as the garment
industry has been hit rather hard by the buyers strike against high prices.
Tosh rather spoiled the party with his insistence on talking about JACL,.
He is one of the newly converted members and he wanted to propagandize the faith.
He had heard that our Berkeley group in the prewar days had influenced a lot of
girls so that they are quite resistent to the JACL as the hope of the Nisei

future. Evidentally he and Warren had discussed the matter previously and Warren
ha? deliberately brought the fellow over so that he could "argue" with me. Tosh

is studying for his Ph.D. at Columbia but uncertain of his future. His wife of

8 monthe is a rather shy sel f-efiacing type. Tosh jus: wculdn't give up even
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though I told him several times thet I didn't ocare to talk about the JACL in a
wixed party, and that I didn't think the issue was vital. But he got very aggres-
sive and finally I told him that if he wanted to believe in the JACL, it was his
business and nobody objected but that I was not {nterested. Warren, Tenny, Kimi,
Botty, and Yuriko were of a similar viewpoint so Tosh got himself all emotionsal 1y
upset and gave forth with the familiar tirade against Nisei who were not willing
to fight for the rights of this group at this opportune time., He repeated the
story that it was embarrassing for Mike to be fighting so hard in Washington
while so many of the Nisei were apathetic and refused to join the movement so
that the membership would be swelled into a more decent figure. He said that

new blood was needed to give the JACL fresh direction if we were so opposed %o
the present policy. He called me a "defeatist" because I couldn't see these

points and I thought that the JACL was just another organization eand that as an

American, 1 was more interested in other vital, more embracing liberal movements

since there was & 1imit to what I could dos Tosh insisted that the first oblipga=-
tion of the Nisel was the JACL, and he pointed out how that minister from Hood
River (Bourgoyne) had a much better time out here when he came to receive the
Jefferson award for tolerance because the JACL plenned his itinerary "and we
should show our appreciation for those who fight for us." I thought that it was
niee that this particular minister was wined end dined but I didn't think that
he didn't expect any special tour just because he acted like a good American,

end that the JACL's sole mission certainly couldn't be to entertain visiting
caucasians 4o town, Then Tosh said that the JACL was necessary for marriage

as there was so many lonely girls and this was the only way they could meet
others. He didn't approve of intermarriage, and he thought that even if integra-
tion was never accomplished at least the poor girls could find husbands. I
ventured to say that there were more Nisel getting married since the war than
before and they did it without the JACL so that even this argument was not ocon=

vineings Then he gave the 5ld 1ine about how we should be interested in defeating
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alien legislation and other restrictive laws and he didn't think that there was
any other group to take a strong emough liberal stand "unless we do it for our-
soelves." He said that the JACL defeated the Proposition #15 in Califernia, but
I didn't think he gave enough credit to other organizations.

Most of us felt that from the point of view of the long term future it was
better not to encourage artificial segregation based upon racial identity along,
and we told Tosh that if he wantod to be in it, that it was his business. But
he just wouldn't give up and it made the non-Nisel there uncomfortable because
he was so insistent upon discussing this topice Kay ventured that if a person
wanted to leave his racial group to become just an ordinary American, 1t was
his business and she didn't see why that individuals group had to be so resentful
of it and label him deserter of the cause, ashamed, and so forths Kemny took a
more neutral stand eventually, but in the finally conclusion he was in agreement
with my point that every minority group faces this issue and that a break up
of a loose cultural hold does not necessarily mean personal tragedy, and that
it might even lesson discrimination. Tosh scoffed at this and from the way he
talked he sounded like the Nisel would always be treated as badly as they were
during the height of the evecuation ery. I told Tosh that it depended upon the
way one looked at the situation and that there was no one definite solution so
he shouldn't get emotionally upset and aggressive because they would never con-
vince anyone., Actually, Tosh didn't take the conversation as a discussion but

he used it as a proselyting weapon, and didn't get very far. It was no use to

tell hin that he was suffering from acute "Nisei psychology" as he was convinced

that we were the ones who were unfaithful to the cause. I told him that he didn't
want to discuss but to argue when he first started, and he only got himself into
a sour mood at the end. Because of his insistence upon discussing the "Misei
problem" we didn't get a chance to talk about much else. Too much of any one
cause in life will make anyone a deviant from the normal. I don't lmow why

JACL people insist upon interpreting that everyone is against them if they don't

joineesuch a persecutionist comples. Tosh will never understand that people
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don't all think alike, not even Niseis It seems that the JACL is now malking

an all out effort to enroll all Nisei in the organization here in NYC by "shaming"
them into it with such stupid points as Tosh gives, and he certainly flatters
me when he says that I influenced so many Nisei out in California, It doesn't

ocdur to him that maybe they are getting integrated through maturation}
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We had a rather nice day yewterday. Yuriko mede a huge waffle breakfast
with Jewish sausage, bacon and multiple other things so that we left the house
about 2 well filled.s We went for a stroll in Central Park as the weather was

so warm, and we lazlly wandered through the north end of the park and watched a

baseball game for awhile before going over to the Hostel to deliver the mother's

day presents to Mrs. M, and Mrs. A,

In the early evening, we helped Mrs. M. wrap several packages which she
was sending to relatives in Japan, and it was almost nine by the time we ate
the Chinese dinner which Mr. M, had sent Yoshio out to get. We ate deliciously,
and then Mrs. M, said that she wanted Yuriko to come up and fit her dress. It
never occurred to me that it was for other reasons, but when I went up about
11:15 Yuriko said that they had been talkings. It was then that I became conscious
. of a sort of tension in the relationships between Mr. and Mrs, M,, but only
mildlye.

On the way home Yuriko let me in on the family secrets, the skeleton in
the closet. She said that it was a Madam Butterfly story in reverse, and she
was & bit disturbed because she didn't kmow what to tell her mother. She will
talk to her father toos Anyway, there is some sort of crises between them, and
I found out the reason for the sudden change in plans of buying the land in
Westchester county. Yuriko said that several days ago Mr. M, told Vrs, M, what
was bothering him, It seems that about twenty years or more ago he had a romance
with an upper class Japanese girl and as a result she got pregnant so Mr, M,
either (1) married her or (2) promised that he would marry her. Anyway he went
of{ to Italy to study singing and then came to the U.S. In the meantime the
child was born and died. lr. M. never heard anything more of Madam X so he
assumed that she married someone else so he married Mrs. M. (This was husband
#8 for her and she was several years the senior.) The marriage worked out well,
but there were the usual arguments and they became louder after coming out heree
but it didn't seem like anything serious since Vrs. M, tended to be dominating anyway.
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But suddenly, Mr. M. gets this letter from Kazuo out of a clear blue sky

saying that Madam X has been waiting for Mr. M. for twenty years and is still
waitings Mr. M, is immediately filled with remorse and since he never has the
intention of going back to Japan, he proposes to bring her here., But Mrs, M,
does not think that it would be such a good idea for her to be around and she
sald that she wanted to go back to L.A. to start another business of her own
since she has always been independent. Mr. M. then thinks that it would not be
wise to start the nursery so the plans are dropped. However, he now wants to
start it up, but he needs Mrs. M. to help him. So they have been talking the
matter over ever since, both forgetting that the likelihood of Vadem X ever
retting into the U,S. is practically nil since there is no quota, But Mr, ¥,
feels that he must join her in some way since she has been faithful for so many
years. DBut he has no intention of taking such a drastic move as to leave this
country. Mrs. M. proposes that they start the business and he could go %o Japan
half of the time since it is not a matter of Love, but Japanese Honor! That is
where the matter now stands, and they have complicated matters by bringing in

a lot of "ifs" rather than settle the matter directly, and go ahead with the
nursery and work out arrangements when and if Madam X comes. They reason like
Issei as they try to forsee every possible step which has a remote mathematical
chance of hapreninge--as if they are going to happen. Yuriko said that she was
bothered since she would feel responsible for her mother in the case of a break,
but she di‘;a't think that her step-father was going to do anything drastic like
going to Japan, Wy first reaction was that this was a funny time %o bring all
of this up, and I thought that it was just being grasped as (1) a weapon to make
Mrs. Ms quit being so dominating (2) an excuse to get out of a marriage which
they seem to be mutually tired of anyway, or (3) a desire to add a touch of
melodrama to their rather routine lives, It would be serious if there were a

break, but I don't think it will happen. Mr. M, will eventually et around to
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a consideration of the fact that he will loose "face" if he leaves Mrs. M, after

10 years of marriage since he plans to remain in the U.S., (2) he wouldn't kmow

how to take care of an absolute alien who doesn't lknow a thing about Ameriecan
life, (3) he would resent a submissive sort of woman since he seems to prefer

the more dominating type, (4) Japanese "honor" is a difficult thing to prediet
since they do things so extraordinary from our cultural point of view, and (5)
Mr. M, will realize that he is just being dramatic when he talks of bringing
Madam X heres I wonder how she fared all these years of faithful waiting for
him. Yuriko was very surprised by the whole thing, and she doesn't know what

to make of it yet. She doesn't think about it in as lightly a mental attitude

as I because she is worried about her mother's security and she does have a
fondness f'or her step=-father. I think that they just want her to be the mediator,
and if she is willing to go through listening to the same story hour after hour
it may work out and they will listen to her. We are going over there Wednesday
evening and I'm supposed to think that the main reason is for Yuriko to fix her
mother's hair and put it upe I hope that I don't get dragged into the situation.

It was 75 degrees today and very hots Field work was not too pleasant and
I pot extremely tired. I ended up at the Maritime Union Headquarters in my .
quest to locate a deserting seaman but didn't have much luck in this mission
for his wife who needs money to support three children. The husband is out
at sea and they do not give out the address at the National M,U,

Yuriko surprised me by cooking a deliclous roast in the pressure cooker and
it was so tasty. She went to the store and loaded herself down with food for the
next few days. Right now she is darning my socks and putting them in the salad
bowl, and listening to the radios She says Joan Skinner and her mother are going
to call upon us tomorrow night, but we are not going to do anything special about
cleaning ups Yuriko just came in and says I have to study for at least one-

and one-half hours this evening.
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 Summer is arriving with a vengence after those freezing days we had last

week, It went up to 80 degrees this afternoon and I can see now that it will

be a difficult matter to go to classes all summer longs This sudden hot weather
practically knooks me outs It is supposed to rain tomorrow thoughes My classes
this morning were on the dull side and it took great effort to remain awake as
my eyelids kept oreeping downward,

At noon, Kemny wanted me to go to lunch with his friend and himself so we
went to an Armenian restaurant on Lexington. Doris works with a foster place=-
ment agency and she seems to like it very much. She said that jobs were not so
easy to get, contrary to the wide belief-~but that may be due to the faet that
she is a Negro. Kemny thought that he might get some job leads from her as he
is beginning to worry quite a bit about a position, and it must be infectious
as I have started to give it thought too. (Yuriko tells me not to worry about
it as six months is still a long ways off and anything can happen in the mean-
times I guess she has the right idea.) Doris said that she went up to White
Plains in response to a social work job offer, but when they found out her race
she was politely rejected on the basis that the clients wouldn't understand}
However, Doris felt that there were plenty of jobs in Negro agencies but she
didn't want to do that as the salary range was so low. Even in her present job
she only gets §2300 as a skilled social worker so the field isn't finaneial
luerative in any cases Doris thought that she might go to the West Indies this
summer and look around because it would be such virgin territory and opportunity
for advancement would be so much easier, She didn't think that there was too
mich of a chance to climb in NYC because this was one of the few places with
a plentiful supply of very capable case workers. Kenny has been bothered because
so many of the public agencies are retrenching due to cut funds and he had not
planned on that, But, at least he has residence which I do not have, Doris
said that there were all sorts of jobs outside of the city. At this point, I
Just want to remain in NYC because of Yuriko and I guess I can find something

by the time I pet out.
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While in the restaurant, I met Ned Cameron whom I had not seen since basic
training. He t_a_pned me on the shoulder and he was quite happy to find one of
the old group from Camp Lee. IHe said that he was in the importe-export business,
and he was in the Armenian restaurant with some of his old Turkish friends. Ned
and I used to have quite a difference of opinion about Jews while we were in
basic training, and I noticed that he seemed a bit reluctant about meeting Doris.
He really must have learned some funny ideas about race while in Turkey, but he
is the type which will be regarded as a good American by the Reader's Digest
oriteria--from immigrant to financial success and that sort of thing.

When I got home this afternmoon Yuriko was just cleaning up the houses She
worked all day long on it and she was quite tireds I made her stop so that she
wouldn't be worn out by the time she got to the studio. Yuriko got a bit peeved
with me lest night, but it didn't last more than several minutes. I was studying
and I said to her that I thought I was getting a cold because of a tickling in
my throat. Yuriko immediately got all worried about me and told me to cover up
and not expose myself and so forthe I was trying to finish reading a chapter
so I just said, "Tch." The next thing I lmew Yuriko was flouneing out into the
next room and I didn't know what was the matter. So I went and made up and she
told me that she didn't like me to sct disgusted when she was worrying so much
about my health. It takes so long to understand women, and there are always new
wnexpeoted things which upsets them so I have to be on my guards On the whole,
Yuriko certainly does lavish a lot of attention upon me and she is trying so hard
to make things easy for me so that I can concentrate on schools She wants to do
all the cooking and she rarely asks me to do the dishes with her, and she shops
all by herself and cleans the house and irons, It makes me feel very guilty, but
Yuriko just says that she has the time now and so our situation is reversed,

This summer she will teach in the Graham studio up until mid-July and then give

her own course there. Right now she has concentrated her private teaching lessons

so that she does not have to get up early every morning.

This evening Joan is bringing her mother over and Yuriko says that I cannot
wear my sloppy T=shirtl
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Last night Joan Skinner brought her mother over to visit with us so that

Mother could observe what domestic tranquillity (model American home) was like

in hectic NYC! Joan felt that the Kikuchli household was the best example to

show her mother so that she would not have so many doubts about marriage versus

a career, While Yuriko was helping Joan to re-make a {5 dress into a #25 one
through alterations, I tolked with Mrs. Skinner and it wasn't an ordeal., Ve

had something in common because Mrs, S. said that during the war she was a
volunteer Red Cross worker and she got so interested in social work that she

is now taking part time courses at the U, of Minn. in social work "with the
children of my friends|" She said that she greatly enjoyed this work and felt
that psychiatric social work had a great future. In the course of the conver-
sation she told quite a bit about herself., Mrs. S. is one of those middle class
women who have successfully raised a family and has had to turn to other interests.
She is 52 years olds Mrs. S. told of some of the interracial activities in her
eity, but agreed with Cary McWilliams that contradictorily her city was also

the stronghold of anti-semitisms She did not think it was due to the larpge
German descent population, but because the Jews have given intense economie
competition in the mills and this aroused a great deal of resentment. She said
that sometimes she wondered about her own feelings since she didn't like to see
the Jews so clammish and she thought that a lot of the discrimination would end

if they did not impose self segregation upon themselves. Joan came in while we
were talking and she wanted to lmow how long I had been in this country! ¥Mrs. S.
was also quite surprised that Yuriko had only learned European style of dancing
in Japan as she had the idea that Japan was entirely feudal in everything. The
conversation got started on the present status of the Nisei so I told her a bit
about what had happened to clear up a few of her lack of knowledge and mise
interpretations of this particular groupes I pointed out that there was a parellel
to the Jewish situation since so many of the group held on to the cultural (reciel)

hold so intensely. Mrs. S. thought that if all minorities were going to become
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Americans they would eventually have to arrive at a point where the American
culture was the primary goal for all of them, and she felt that even then the
various minorities could have individual and group differences which would not
necessarily come into conflict with the American culture. She wans a bit worried
about the growing trend of nationalism and she said that her own state was pgetting
quite conservative,.

Mrs. S. said that her daughter-in-law was very interested in interracial
activities and she was pgetting her M.A, in this field. There are four children
in the family and Joan is the third sibling, all of them are only 17 months apart.
Vrs. S. said that one son was studying for the law, and the other two are still
in eollege. Both of the sons were in the Air force. Pegpy is the youngest and
she i interested in child welfare and will receive her degree from the U, of
Minn. this sunmer. WMrs., S, said that one of her sons was washed out of OCS because
of "socialistic tendencies™ and he ended up as a tail gunner in the Pacifiec.
Right now Mrs. S. goes about the country visiting her children as they have all
left home except the youngest. Joan went to Bennington as she was interested
in dancing and she was the only child not interested in academic studies. She
is just learning that in order to be a dancer, she also has to lmow how to sew
so Yuriko is giving her some lessons on the art of being a seamstress. The
visit was quite pleasant and they remained quite late talking about things in
general after Joan quit sewing on her dress.
Later: I went to the hostel this noon for lunch and Mrs. M. told me about the
sad news she had received from Japan from one of her relatives. She was embarrassed
about her broken English so she laughed self consciously as she said, "I ory all
half day yesterday. Brother died: So sadl Everything so solly. All men died

in sister-in-law family and only ohildren and old lady left. So hard for them to

write to Kazuo and tell him to give 10,000 yen from me (§250 at present rate of

exchange; yen used to be worth approximately 50 cents but deflated now.) Cost




14 Vay 1947, Wednesday

200 yen for one pound rice there now so I send." The packages I wrapped for her
Sunday was to be sent to this family. When Yuriko came over for dinner, she read
the letters from this relative in Japan and I got the feeling that war certainly
is stupids 1In the letter, Mrs. M's brother was supposed to have asked repeatedly
if Mrs. M, had come back from America and how she must have suffered in the con-
centration eamp, The family was bombed out in Tokyo and for the past three years
they have moved from one relative to another, and they asked for any old clothing.
They spent some of their remaining money to make a pilgrimage to the home town

of Mrs. M's brother in order to rest his bones with the ancestral shrine and
Yurike thought they wore white for mourning but she was not sure.

Since it was our 8th months of marriape, we had a nice fried chicken dimmer,
and afterwards Yuriko went upstairs to wash her mother's hair. ©She burned her
mother's head with hot water so they had to put wvaseline on it. Mr. M, came back
to the hostel about eight and ate a late dinner, He told us that he was very
pleased with the cleaning shop thus far as the gross income has been very good
so he expects to put a lot of improvements into it in order to give even greater
competition to the many cleaning shops in that area. He saild he would put a
miniature garden and goldfish into the front window in order to attract patronage
and he also plans to install a neon sign and paint up the shope.

We left there about 11 pems Yuriko said that Rhoda phoned her and said that
she got a summer camp job for two months to teach dancing to children and she
will get #400 plus room and board for this period so she thought that she might
be able to pay Yuriko back a little of the $500 she oweds I rather suspect that
Rhoda will pet so bored in the summer camp that she will spend most of her earnings
up in running back to town to see Lamarr. He is poing to a summer stock company
this summer. Yuriko got a swimming suit from Jean Erdman, but it will be difficult
to get much swimming in this summer since we won't have the advantages of Fort

Hanococks Yuriko asked me this evening how I would react if she had a baby but

didn't lelaborate so it has me a bit puzzled, My feeling is that we couldn't

afford one. We haven't got settled enough yet.
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It has been an easy day thus far, but I have another class this evening.
Following up my recent resolution to do a bit more reading, I got up fairly early
and read a textbook for a couple of hours. But, it seemed that it would be more
practical for me to read in bed where I would be more comfortable so I moved
one of the small bookcases next to the bed and put all the books I need in it.
Now all I have to do is to turn over and grab a book to study when I am not en=-
gaged in smooching with Yuriko! FEthel came over before we got up since she
wanted to work on her bridesmaid dress for her half-sister's wedding next month.
Yuriko made a nice waffle breakfast which we ate leisurely so that it was almost
time for me to go to my afternoon class before we got finished.

Ethel said that she finally wrote to the minister in her home town to ask

him if he could come down sometime and have a talk with her on her marriage

problem, (I could give her better advice free of charge, I betl) FEthel was moved

to action since her mother has been sending her newspaper clips about why a girl
should marry in her same class, religionl and peolitical beliefs. She decided to
take the bull by the horns so she wrote to her mother telling of her plans to
marry Paul, and now she is waliting for the storm to break. Her mother may come
flying down here from Mass. to have a big confab, but Yuriko cautioned Ethel not
to lose her head and pget into an argument. We believe in nice people getting
married even though it may break the mother's heartl Ethel needed moral support so
we have given her & lot of it so now she is convinced that she is doing the right
thing by letting her mother Imow first. She said that she is going to make Paul
go on a diet after they get married because he eats too much rice and bread.
Yuriko end I just looked at each other because we don't believe that it is good

* for wives to "reform" husbands right off the bat. I also found out that all of
the company knew about Mrs. Ohta's desire for us to move before I did because
Yoriko didn't want to tell me before going to Boston for fear that I would worry
too muchs I knew about that, but I didn't get upset until this morning and I
said to Yuriko that it was a dirty trick to let the husband in on it lastl I

don't know why I brought it up at this time, and Yuriko certainly was only thinking
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of me when she decided not to say anything, but she had to tell somebody while

in Boston. I puess it was a bit unreasonable of me for feeling "left out"™ but

I'd just soon have her tell me these things. Gee whiz, I shouldn't have criticized
her action in front of Ethel thoughe I shall make up to her when she comes home

in a little while, Yuriko has been so nice to me and she even lets me off of
doing dishes as long as she knows I am willing to help if asked.

In my group work class, I had the dubious honor of using up the whole session
to read and discuss my paper on the Tanforan newspaper group whiech the instructor
thought was so good. The class asked me a lot of questions and the period was
spentin talking about the implications of democracy and the Nisei position. The
paper seemed to have impressed the class quite a bit as they asked a lot of
questions, and the instructor wants to keep the paper to use for teaching purposes
in future olasses. My diary certainly came in handy for that paperl Some of the
class thought that I should send the paper to some Group Work magezine as they

thought it would be published, but it was not that good.
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I had a very tiring day. Yuriko just came home from the studio end she
said that things were all confused there too; Don has been on a two=day binge
and they might have to report him to the Bureau of Missing Persons. It seems
the Studio 1s having financial problems and there is no money in the bank.
Yuriko haesn't been paid for about two months now. They are counting on a heavy
summer registration in order to catch up.

I went out on two interviews this morning and both of them had troubles
8o I did a lot of running around. MNrs. T. was stuck with the care of a 78 year
old lady who can't walk so I had to pget the regular social worker on the case
to do something about its The regular workers have such a heavy case load that
they don't get around to see the clients oftens The other case has husband
trouble as the husband just married his third wife and has children by all
three, and he has run off to sea so I had to go see the lawyer of wife 2.

My client is wife #1 and she has three children.
Up around 104th there has been a lot of tension between the Italians and

Puerto Ricans because the former resents the heavy migration into their distriet

and gang fights have resulted. Right in the middle of this area there is a sign

which says "room for rent-eno disorimination" and a group of tough Italian boys
were hanging around to see that no Puerto Ricans went in to apply for it. lNrs.

S¢ said that the landlord of that place was her landlord too and he preferred

to rent to Puerto Ricans as he could charge more. It was one of the most miserable
broken down apartment houses I have ever seen, but a prize in an area where
housing is so toughs Many of the Puerto Ricans rent store space and move the

clan into it for living purposes.

At lunchtime I went to the Hostel. Carl T. was the only one eating there
and we had a lengthy discussion on social work, the role of the church in social
problems, ete, Carl is studying out here on a church fellowship and he will
go be a preacher in the South after he finishess I asked him what he would do

in the event that he got into a churoch which denied Negores, and he said that
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he would try to change their attitudes, and he predicted that he may have a
lot of trouble for having too liberal ideas for a church congregation. His
main desire is for people to live well on this earth and he is not unduly
concerned with the afterlifes We both concluded that it may not be too long
before the human race is wiped out since the government is already planning
for an Atomic War twenty five years from now even though General Eisenhower
says that war is stupid. Of course, the idea is for defensel! While we were
discussing this, 140 B 29's flew over the city in a practice attack,

I didn't get to finish writing my cases up at the office, as Aiko was
very disturbed with one of her cases and she didn't want to tell the supervisor
about it so she asked me to go out and have a coke so she could ret my advice.
So we went to the drug store, and for an hour she told me what waes bothering
her. She said that one of her lady clients is in the prostitution business
and made enough extra money to buy a $250 beds Aiko didn't lmow for sure if
the woman was a prostitute but she was so hurt that this colored woman would
lie to her after five months of good relationships. . Aiko didn't realize that
clients do not behave exactly in the way students are taught in the theory
classes, She said that if she wrote up the case and told about the 250 bed
the supervisor would create further problems and she wanted to know what she
should dos I said that since there are many supervisors with obsessive=-compulsive
a‘titudes about Sex and since there are limitations in the amount of assistance
an agency oould give, the best thing to do was to take these things into consider-
ation ;nd forget about her theories in this particular problems I suppested
that she just not mention the §250 bed in her report so that she would have
nnoth;r week to work on the matter before discussing it with the supervisor.
Aiko was afraid that she would get caught but I said she wasn't doing anything
wrong. It was my opinion that a woman had certain sexual needs and if she

denied herself she would take it out on her child so that society would have

an even bigger problem later on. So I concluded that if the lady made $250 on
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the side in the process of filling this emotional need, it was not going to
break the olty to give her the $60 monthly sum, Aiko finally concluded that
she would stretch the case out for three more weeks as that would be the end
of the quarter and she won't be going back to publiec welfare so another student
would inherit ite Alko thought that in this three weeks she might be able to
solve this problem and not have the supervisor at her neck, She was quite sur-
prised when I said that our supervisor was better than most because she didn't
make neurotics out of the students by reading into cases too muchs Alko was
hurt mostly because the woman lied to her and it was not a moral issue, I gave
her some practical methods to solve this problem and Aiko said thet intense
psychoanalytic theories certainly had made that case complicateds That was be=-
cause she knew the theory but not how to really apply thems I told her that
would come with experience so she shouldn't worry too much about it in the
beginning.

About 3330 I went up to the school to have an interview with Miss Hollis.

She sald that it might be possible for me to get a psychiatric placement next

quarter "but it is a very rare exception." I told her that I realized that,

but I felt that I had enough of the Public Welfare experience and I think that
my supervisor will back me ups I don't know if I am asking for too much, but

I figure that as long as I am pgoing to school I might as well get something eaut
of it. At least, Miss Hollis gave me a hearinge I also complained about my
courses and said that they did not add too much knowledpge in case work and that
it vms a mistake to force me to take them just because they were "required."
The upshot is that I will probably be allowed to take all of the courses I am
interested in without taking all of the prerequisities. It will mean more

work for me, but in the long run I will be better off. From what she said, it
will be hard to get a job and that is going to be a problem which will worry
me a lot later on. She said there were many jobs outside of the eity, but I'd

rather work in NYC because Yuriko's work is here, I'll even take a lower paying
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job here as long as Yuriko is able to get satisfaction out of her career since

we will always manage fineanciallys I don't think she will henpeck me and get

too ambitious for me so I don't have to feel that I need a prestige job which
will pay more that what she earns, All I want to do is to practice social work
for awhile and I'm not particular about the prestige of the ageney invelved.
(The NY School still doesn't think much of the UC courses, but I think that

it is too snobbish in att!tude,.)
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I had a rather busy day yesterday as I concentrated upon getting one of
my class papers written as the deadline is getting close and I didn't want to
develop any anxiety states of mind, It was a rather complicated paper for me
to write and I had to think for quite awhile before I got started, after which
it just floated alongs The paper was supposed to be on "use and meaning of
cultural approach in a specifiec situation” so that it was rather wvague. I
finally described a composite family to show how the cultural fectors were
psychologically relevant,

Yuriko went shopping all by herself in order to give me the opportunity
to work on my paper and she ceme home ladened down with food for the weekend.
About 1130 we went over to Wanamakers to meet Mr. M, so that we could shop
around for suits, but he has discovered that he is not hard to fit so he is
going to get them through stores after this since it is much cheaper, and Yurike
gives him advice on selections All of the salesmen respect Yuriko's opinion
on clothes and comment about its We wore our matching jackets and everyone
was lookdng at us as we walked around and they thought it was "oute." The tailers
complimented Yuriko for her skill and advised her to do it for a livinges VWhen
it came to the selection of my suit, we had to look all over as I am hard to
fit on account of broad chest, fatty tissues in wrong places, short armns, ete.
I tried on several dozen suits, but none of them "elicked" (using Yuriko's
term.) Finally we found a small factory outlet store and to our satisfaction
found what we wanteds The salesman assured me that my suit would cost 85
uptown so we felt that we got a good bargain for #50, Yuriko forgot to go to
the bank for money so we had to pool our resources and pay the balance with
checks The suit is so good that I told Yuriko that I was going to save it for
"Sunday" wesar | But, she said, it was supposed to be for everyday wear, and

she has decifed that I should get another suit now that the prices have come down.

I sugge&ted we wait for awhile longer since the buyers resistence may force

prices down even more (although it would be diffiocult to buy suits as cheaply
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any place else since NYC is a garment center and there are many factory s tores
here which has low overhead.,) Further, we don't kmow yet if we will be able to
meet our budget for next months. Martha's studio is practically broke and Yuriko
has not been paid for about two months. Don pot so worried about these problems
that he went off on another drinking binge and he hasn't been seen since Thursday.
The last Yuriko knew was that Martha was planning to phone the Bureau of missing
persons to help locate hime Don probably wants é bit more attention around
that place since Martha lionizes the greatest share of it.

Michiko dropped in for dinner, and Yuriko prepared a delicious pork chow
mein feast and we just made gluttons of ourselves. Ielen dropped in but she had

another dinner engagement so couldn't partake of the delicious cooking. After-

wards Yuriko and I thought that we would pay Saye a visit since I haven't called

on her for monthe and months, (only once this year, I think,) Ve stopped by
the Oriental Foodshop to see Joe, and we never did see Saye as we went to Joe's
house about 11100, We had some beers in the store and Joe showed us the outfits
he bought for his softball team, whieh is in a Nisei League--there are one or

two Chinese teams in the league also. Joe felt that it was not so good to have
Chinese and Nisei teams playing each other because they refought the Sinoe-
Japanese war, and he wondered how he could get the Nisei to branch out into other
activities since he is on a Board which has this goal in mind. I sugpgest the
Union Settlement as a good startiag point, but Joe said that the Nisel out here
were extremely eliquishs I told him that I don't lmow much of the NYC situation
because we have been so occupied with other things and we rarely think about it,.
Joe felt that integration for us was much easier because of common interests

with caucasians and a better education than most Nisei. He sounded gquite nostalgiec
that he was not eble to continue on with his intellectual interests because of
his family responsibilitys He has just returned from Denver where he visited

his i1l father,

We went over to his house and visited with Sammy and Joe until about 1:30,




18 May 1947, Sunday

They seemed glad to see us and they were reluctant for us to leave too early as
they sald that they usually didn't have visitors so often because of being so
busy with the shop. They live fairly routine lives, and about the most interes-
ting thing which Sammy does these days is to go to movies frequently alone

while Joe watches the child. Bobby is three now, and quite grown and talkative.
I eould have told them that it is not so good to let Bobby crawl in bed with
them at night because he might develop feelings of jealousy and other behavior
probleoms, but I kept quiet since it was none of my business. When we go over
to see them, we usually catch up on news of the Wisel world since Joe is a
sponsor of so many activities and he gets all of the news in his shop. He said
that the Nisei Weekender finally folded, and eoncluded that I wans right in what
I hed told Chiye and Harry when they first started. Joe was much more talkative
than he has ever been so I guess he finally feels more relaxed. TUp to now, he
has been so solemn and it was hard to talk to him naturally, He made us laugh
by imiteting Kenny and he calls him Mr, Sparrow. Sammy also made some observations
about Warren and Betty whioch fitted in with what we had thoughts She saild that
Betty's family in Hawaii were close friends of Joe's aunt over there, and they
were the ones to introduce Warren to Betty. Joe felt that Betty was getting
over some of her "middle class" ideas which based everything upon mouney in the
bank, He invited us to vlsit his sister in Kentucky and spend a wecation there,
but we don't have enough money to think in terme of vacations yet, and I will
hove summer classes.

We've had a lazy day thus far, Ve ate a lote breakfast and I read a bit

while Yuriko looked at the Sunday papers. Right now she is doing dishes, and

later we will go to see Jean Erdman give her dance recital. Yuriko does not

feel so spry today. Ve may take Mr, M's suit over to the hostel later and have
dinner there if I catch up on some of my school assignments. I have nerlected
them too much, and now ! want to learn a bit before the quarter finishes., I%'s

been taking me all this time to get adjusted to school, and I still feel that
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I want to get something out of its My original intention was just to get the

MeA. degree, but I might as well try and fit myself for a professional career

as social worker since I have to think in terms of making a living afterwards |
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Late yesterday afternoon we went to Jean Erdman's dance recital, She used
quite a few of the Graham group for her dances. Jean is known as an intellectual
dancer, but the ones she put on yesterday did not seem very symbolical. A%t any
rate I didn't have to strain my mind trying to figure out what it meant, and I

enjoyed it well enoughs I have a feeling that modern dances should not dance

of the sake of art alone since they have to make a living toos There is a sort

of unwritten code among the dancers that they camnot appear as a part of another
dance proup once they have given a solo recital as it is supposed to do something
to thelir status. That's why the more unknown dancers pget a great deal more ex-
perience since they go from group to group. Yuriko said that the Central Needle
Trades pgroup wanted her to give another recital this fall. She is also going

to put on a dance jointly with Ethel., We saw the familiar dance orowd faces at
Jean's recital, Fthel said that her mother is coming down next week. Duggy was
so worried because Don was supposed to buy $35 worth of theater tickets for her
and Joan, and he is still gone on his binge and hasn't been located yet. I

spoke to Martha briefly and told her that I was enjoying an Ivory Tower existence.
The girls have all agreed by now that Yuriko made a good match because she does
not look or act "complicated."

Afterwards we went over to the hostel to deliver Mr, M.'s suit which had
been altered. As soon as Mrs, M, saw it, she said that she didn't llke it be-
ocause she thought that it wasn't conservative enough and this peeved her husband
a bits However, Yuriko and I kept pralsing the suit so she finally decided that
it wasn't too bads WMr, M, had an old jacket which eontained very good material
and Mrs. M, wanted to send it to one of her relatives in Japan, but Mr, M, said
that it was no use since people in Japan resented very much the fact that others
"rot good things from America™ and they would slash it across the back with
razors, Mr. M's comment was that the Japanese were not so well behaved anymore.
Mrs. M. offered to buy me another suit, but I told her to buy things to send to

her relatives,
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Mrs. M. apparently has plans for spending the profits from the ecleaning
shops Mr. M, was pleased that they made {120 next last week, which was to be
split with his partner, Mr., Ishimaru. However, he wanted to get back his

initial investment first before his wife spent it up. They had some sort of

argument in Japanese about who did the most work but Yuriko said that they were

always talking like thate The Ishimaru's were there for dinner, but they spoke
moetly Japanese, Mr. Ishimaru is reputed to be the first Nisei to pgraduate from
Viaseda Us in Japans Right now he is connected with the Far East Review, a
Japanese magazine which circulates among the Issei. I played mostly with the

3 year old son, Michik, who exhibited definite patterns of temper tantrums and

I think he will grow up to be a very headstrong boy if he doesn't get trained
better,

Mom sent us $5.00 which Mrs. Satow wanted us to have for a wedding gift.
Toshie's mother is now in Los Angeles. Mom said that things were find at home,
She writes to Yuriko 1s real Japanese, the only one in the family she does that
to. THer letters in Japanese are much more expressive than the broken English
ones she writes.

My "reputation" has spread to the unit at the welfare office because it
seems they heard from some source about the paper I wrote for the class, which
I had to reads It really was a hack job, but it seemed to impress them quite
a bite I seem to be getting a false reputation as they wrongly conelude that
the basis for my prospective shift to a psychiatric unit next quarter is a result
of my good casework, whiech I don't think is true at all, We have a nice bunch
in our student unit and I have gotten to kmow all of them fairly well. They
come from all over the country.

This afternoon, I went out on a new case in the Bast River Housing Project.
These are public housing projects, and they get wonderful accommodations for a
minimum rent based upon the earning capacity of the male member of the unit.

Mr, Bukofsky is a Polish Catholic, and quite emotionally immature. I saw him
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alone as the rest of the family was out, but the records shows quite a bit of
neurotic behavior among them so the case may prove interestinge Mrs B. has a
prison record for burglary and he was quite frank in telling me all of his
troubles. IHis wife is 7 years older and he speaks of her more like & mother
than a wife, He has a hard time getting a job because of his arrests, but he
never seems to hold a job long when he does get ones I am going to try and get
him a job first, and then encourage him to go to a psychiatric clinie since his
emotional problems no doubt encourapges the excessive drinking. He wants to become
a seaman so he can get away from his wife and responsibility. Dr. K. believes
that all seamen are basicly immature emotionally and a seafaring life is the
closest that they can get back to the "womb period of their lives.” I don't
think that I can cure Mr, B's neurotic character but I may be able to alleviate
some of the tension by petting him to work so that his wife doeen't have him
around all day to nag.

Yuriko did not have to teach this evening so she had dinner ready when I
got home, Since I have amnounced my new resolution to read more intensively,
she let me off doing the dishes also so I could get an early starts We just

got through smooching for awhile and Yuriko said that it was such a happy life

and how much in love we were., That put me in a good mood to study, which I

am going to do right nowlil
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I dashed out of the apartment at 8:30 this morning to make my class, and
got stuck in the subway. All the lights went out and none of the local cars
could move so many people were late to worke I finally had to go all the way
up to Grand Central Station, and then come back to 22nd, In the culture class,
the instructor wants me to read my paper next week. We talked about case work
with legroes this morning, and the instructor seems to be very cautious, She
really doesn't hit at the root of the problem even though she is known as an
"expert” in race relations. Her New England background seems to give her some
prudish ideas, according to Kenny, and that fits in with what I have been think-
ings In my social research class, we got involved in whether statistics were
not over rated when I innocently raised some question about the limitations of
its uses Dr, Klein seemed to be very pleased that I took such sharp issue, and
then he proceeded to ram his pet views down our throatsl I'm just trying to pet
through the school peacefully, but so many of the instructors still have the
idea that the students are all fresh out of college and they have not revised
the curriculum any to meet the needs of the more mature students. A group of
us were talking about this after class and this was our general conclusion. I
think that most of the schools are walting for the peak of the Vets to pass
soon so that the class room approach is not very stimulating. At least I dis-
dovered that the vast majority of the vets in my classes feel the same way.

We incidentally concluded that the NY School was vastly overrated too, and most
of the vet: were of the same frame of mind--that school would give us some dise
eipline in studies and that we had to put up with it since the main objective
was to get the degree.

Kenny came home for lunch with me as he wanted to talk over his thesis, He

is going to write about organizations interested in resettlement in WYC and he

wanted to see if he could use any of the Chicago material I hads I couldn't

help muche Kenny hopes to finish his thesis this summer, I hate to think of

the time when I have to think about mine even though I seem to have a lot of
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material, But I will have to wait umtil after the U.C. book comes out so that
I will have a clearer idea on what I should do. Kenny discussed more about his
job future, and he now thinks that he will concentrate on getting a job here in
the city. He is very discouraged about the prospects so I had to encourage
him and I sounded Iike I didn't have a worry in the world, Actually, it will be
a painful subject to think about in late Fall., Kemny said that the eity exams
are not given very often, and I can't take the pending one because of lack of
residence.

We had a late dinner as Yuriko taught an extra class, She says that the
studio is still in preat confusion because Don is still missing and the books
of the studio are in a mess. I think that he has gone on a binge to let them
know how much he is needed around the place, very immature behavior. WMy diagnosis
is that Don has a mother fixation on Martha and he has either found another mother
substitute or else he is punishing her by running away so that she will have
worries., This relieves his guilt feelings about his work and gives him an escape.
Interpretation by courtesy of NY School of Social workl

Yurike wants to eat pineapple in the bathtub; she is now smoking a cigarette

in there. I have been reading most of the evening.
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About 11100 last night when we were in bed after a bath and Yuriko was

cutting my toenails while I finished reading a chapter about "Our Inner Conflicts"

(Horney), Clera and her boyfriend gently knocked on the door. She came to ask

if we would prefer to go out to dinner this evening instead of coming over since
Charley was entertaining his cousin from St. Louis, a psychiatrist with the VAo
Yuriko suggested that they all come over for dinner since Rhoda and Lamar were
coming too. It was agreed that definite arrangements would be later today. The
psychiatrist is a regional director with the V.A., and Clara thought it would be
a good opportunity to make some job contacts, He is here for the American Assoei-
ation of Psychiatrist convention. Clara also mentioned that she could give me
plenty of leads for psychiatric social work with private agencies when I got
ready to look for a jobe It is difficult to straighten out my mind, because I
have been getting funny thoughts lately that I don't exactly want to spend the
rest of my life doing case worke And here I haven't gotten a job yets But in
the baek of my mind, I have thought about my other interest of working with
racial groups in some aspect of social work, but there doesn't seem to be jobs
of -this sort. I guess I will be one of those individuals who will never be
satisfied with present job status. Yurike said that I can do anything I wish
and she won't think me a failure even if I don't make much moneys I will try
to get into social work in this eity for awhile, but I'm sure thet I will be
thinking of doing other things at the same time and I might as well be happy in
whatever work I do. It isn't that I have become discouraged about social work,
gince I have always looked upon it as the next step in my progress. At the
same time I can't go on indefinitely seeking an elusive job adjustments since it
may not be interest which is the disturbing factors There is the financial
consideration, but this is not the important thing at this time.

Clara and I had some discussion on her activities on the JACL, and she promised
to speak to Tosh as she definltely felt that he was using the wrong approach and

that the true role of the JACL was as some sort of pressure groupes She said that
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she did not agree with the theory of such racial groups, but a reality situation
had to be faced and the JACL was the only one interested in the group enough to
push various legislation. From what she says, I got the impression that she is
the brains behind the JACL chapter here, She also "red baits," but that is be-
cause she is a Socialist. She didn't like the idea of the PC carrying a picture
of the JACD unit in the May Day parade as she said that it followed the communist
line all the way down., She felt that it was the JACL mission to warn Niseil
against such tendencies since they were so politically immature. At the same
time, she is urging the JACL to follow the Socialist line so it depends upon
one's own convictions to decide which is the "best" line to follow. That is

what she inferred anyway. Charley sald that he did not believe in any group
which was & racial pressure group and that he thought that the main goal should
be assimilation which eould be helped if the members of various minorities joined
groups which were not organized along racial lines. Clarae did not see this at
all. But she said that she hoped the JACL would outlive its usefulness in 10 more
years, but at the present time it was definitely needed. Iowever, she agreed
that it was a bit immature of the JACL leaders to try and force all Wisei into
the organirations as she felt that numbers did not count since it was the program
which was the most importent thing. At the same time, she does not belleve in
the Bnai B'rith which is a Jewish pressure group to fight diserimination end so
forth. She said that the reason was because it was distinectly a racial group,
while the JACL is open to caucasians, She speaks from her expecriences with the
NYC chapter, and even here she is one of the few non-Nisei in it. She said that
it was true that as individuals became integrated they did not seek the protection
of their own racial group and that was why so many of the better educated Visel
did not feel a need for it; but that she did not object to this process as some
of the Nisei JACL members--and she said that she would try to straighten them

out on this point. The JACL is in the midst of trying to get all Wisei into the

organization right now and a lot of pressure is being applied even here in WYC.

This chapter only has 185 members right now.
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This morning, the Welfare Department was having a crises over the recent
stories in the newspapers about the few families who get put up in hotels and
cost the city $500 a month for their support. Such a hue and ory is being made.
The more reactionary papers are making a political issue out of it, and there
are innuendos that it is a communist plot to get members on relief so that they
can eontinue their sabotaging activities. After reading about billions for
foreign aid and national defense, it makes one wonder why they get so exeited
about a few Americans who get put up in hotels due to the housing shortapge, If
these people were put out in the parks to sleep, there would be an outery too.
The whole difficulty is due to the acute housing shortage. The way the Puerto
Riocan families are packed in like sardines is a soclal indictment, The publie
gt111 has the idea that people on relief are on the gravy wagon and that they

live in luxury. They should see how these families live, Actually, there are

233,000 people on tho‘reliof roles in this oity now and they get only an average

of §1 a day grant. The oity only pays 20% of this sum, the State 207, and the
Federal government 80%, There are 96,000 children, and 55,000 aged included in
this number and the employables in the entire group of relief elients is only
1800, It isn't because these few don't want to work, but it is a matter of
finding a job which will take care of family needs--and it gets harder and harder
now that the unemployment figures in this city alone has reached 400,000, And
this is supposed to be the greatest era of prosperity we have ever had in this
countrye.

6100 peme This afternoon I went to visit the V. family, and found another
family of three living with thems They had come from Puerto Rico and they had
no meney at alls As a result of all the newspaper headlines, this woman was
afraid to apply for assistance for fear that gshe would be deporteds The economic
oonditions in the Islands are so bed that the people feel anything is better

than staying there, This woman doesn't speak any English, nor her two daughters,
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80 1 have started to teach them a few words. They are more afraid to go out
than the Nisei were when they first left the camps for points easte I am going
to try end get them on public assistance since they are citizens, too, and
American companies have exploited the Islands plenty so that the people down
there have been driven lower and lower into a poverty stricken situation so
that we are responsible for thems The politicians and much of the public are
in favor of "deporting" them as they are considered as foreigners due to their
Spanish cultural background, East Harlem is jammed and there isn't any housing
so that it is a serious problem.

After lunch, I stopped in briefly at the Hostel for coffee, Mrs. M, still
wants to give me money for another suit, and when Mr, M, came in he seconded
it, However, I turned them down as I said that they had relatives in Japan who
needed help more than I did, Mrs, As then explained to Mrs. M, the reasons for
my refusal, saying something about I wouldn't feel right and then went into
Japanese. Joanie commented, "Don't worry she is saying complimentary things
about you." The rest of the time I was there, they talked about the starvation
going on in Japan and how the character of the Japanese people had changed.
They couldn't understand how a Japanese could do blackmarketing on his own
people! Mrs, M, told about her relatives, and how difficult it was for a family
of seven to live, She is going to send them sardines, She said that a can of
sardines was so precious that a family of seven would oconsider it a treat if
they got half a one each. Both Mrs, M. and Mrs, A. were so concerned at the
change in moral values in Japan. At the same time, they resent keenly the
returned Nisei GI who "thinks he kmows everything, is so fresh and sassy." Mrs., M,
doesn't like to take these "fresh ones" even into the hostel |

I bought a shirt on my way home; the first white shirt I have purchased
gince coming out of the Army. The little shop where I bought it advertised in
PM, and it was recommended because the cost was #1 less than in other shops due

to the faot that the owner had bought them in broken lots. When I mentioned to
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the owner that I had read of the place in PM, he seemed ashamed of the fact.

He was reading the Daily News when I came inl It was a fairly good shirt, but
not as good as the pre-war quality for the price. Shirts are still terrifically
overpriced, We usually shop by PV since the consumer editor offers the best
values for the money, and that seems to be the only consideration from what I
can gather,

Alice wrote to thank us for the baby gifts which Yuriko sent a couple of
weeks ago, She says Bette raved about Yuriko while up in Detroit for a month,
and that Bette had all the Nisel boys chasing her madly. Mark is learning
cleaning and pressing, but he wants to use it to pet a part time job since he
now wants to pet into a dentistry school. If that doesn't work out, he wnnts
to learn about watch making and engraving since he has a lot of GI time coming.
Alice seems to be well adjusted to her role of mother of three children (1noluding
Markl)

Reactionary NYSUN now demands state investigation of Welfare Department
"since poverty and distress supply a rich field for conversion to Communism" and
it is entirely possible that some welfare payments are going to Communists |
What will they think of next? The next step would be to propose that each

welfare client be screened by the Dies Committee before getting any helpl

Wallace was certainly right when he says that all nations are going ‘Eok to

Power Polities, and every little social problem has communistic implications
for the defenders of Americanism nowe They probably will propose that only
DAR members be social workers next |

I see by the papers that the colored boy we met up at Warren's old apart-
ment on 124th has been tried by a N.C. court and convicted because he rode on
a bus with some whites, Bayard Rustin moved in with Davis Flatt at the time the
landlord was so concerned about the color line beirg broken in that building

despite the fact that "Chinese" were not barred. (Warren 'passed' as Chinese,)
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Bayard went south with a friend as part of a mixed team from the FOR, and they
refused to follow the Jim Crow pattern in Chapel Hill, "the heart of Southern
Liberalisn" so was arrested for "misdeamer." It took two minutes to try the
case, Bayard's white friend was fined and sentenced 30 days to the road gang
and Bayard was fined., According to a Supreme court decision, segregation in
interstate bus transportation is illegal. But that's Southern Justice, In
Seuth Carolina, the Earle Lynch case goes to the jury today, and the 28 lynchers
have a better than even chance to get off free., The defense lawyers closing plea
to the jury was: "We understand each other. Not a soul in South Carolina would
eriticize you if you turn these boys looses You are not expected %o conviect
them.," The usual argument of defending southern womenhood was mede despite the
fact that a man was killed, and as usual the north was blamed for "interference"
into the exolusively Southern problem. I'm sure that the bulk of decent oitizens

in that state don't feel that way, but they are so acculturated into the Southern

behavior that they are afraid to oppose the traditional patterns. Yet, we are

supposed to be the shining example of Democracy %o the world., It is very puzzling
indeed} Too bad the liberals in this country are so busy fighting among them=-

gsolves while the reactionary forces takes over everywhere, but it can't last,
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We had some party last night. It wasn't over until 5:00 ayem this morning .
Yuriko did a very successful job and she did such an efficient plece of work on
the delicious dimner that I didn't have to do very muchs I got in her way so
she told me to type or study, and she didn't even allow me to use the clean washe
bowls And I had to put on my elean clothes and shavel When I rebelled, she said
that T ocould wear what I pleaseds One good thing about Yuriko is that she doesn't
ret all nervous when having a party, and get nasty and irritable, She seems to
koep a falrly smooth disposition even though she may be quite tireds Letely,
she has been doing all of the worl about the house because she wants to allow me
plenty of time for studying so I ean't have any excuses., I can't say that I use
this time too well since I do other things, She sent the laundry out this week
and I had the nerve to scold her for iteeI'm supposed to do the washing according
to our bargain but I sort of let it go, and I felt guilty when she sent it out
Just because I thought it was a silent protest on her part, but she just wanted to
save me time, She wants to buy me another suit this month since we got ahead in
our bank account, but she hasn't been paid from the studio this month yet since Don
disappeared-=Don was found yesterday, claims that he "came too" at Grand Central
Station just as he was leaving for his home in Montana} He had been working very
hard trying to straightening out the studio financial mess and I puess ha didn't
feel appreciated so he "escaped" by having this "amnesia.” Yuriko doesn't know
if he will return to the studio or not; I think Martha and Don must have hed words
or sop;thing but Yuriko doesn't kmows I have to pump information out of Yurike
because she isn't curious about studio gossipl

At our party last night, we all seemed to have an enjoyable experience,

exoept perhaps Rhoda and Lamar--who couldn't or wouldn't fall into the spirit

of things, Clara and Charley brought Cousin Nat (Dr, Blackburn) and Friend Syd
(Dr. Coldstein) with them so we had seven for dinner in all. Yuriks had prepar ed
a delicious meal with a fancy ice cream=strawberry=-pineapple dessert which was

positively out of this worlds Rhoda and Lamar came first and they were famished
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while waiting for the other guests to arrive, Rhoda said that she is going to

a private camp this summer, and Lamar is going to be in a summer s tock show in

Mass., He is very discouraged about ever becoming an actor so is now thinking
of going to Stanford to get his M.A. degree., I don't think Rhoda likes the idea
too much as it will leave her strended end Lamar hasn't said enything about marriage.
He thinks that he might as well try to teach dramatics in some other area besides
NYC as his experience here has not been very satisfactory in the year he has been
trying to get on Broadway., Apparently, R. and L, did not enjoy the conversation
going on as they washed the huge stack of dishes and then left about midnighte
Michiko came to join us after we had eaten.

Nat and Syd were sparkling conversationalists and they were in pood spirits
8o that there was never a dull moment during the evening. They are here to attend
the psychiatrist's national meeting, and this was their night off to see the town.
Yat is a regional official in the St Louis VA psychiatric setup, and Syd is a
private practitioner in Provincetown, R. I. They grew up torether., Nat came
to this country at the age of 16; he was one of a few to escape a Rugsian pogam
and he entered this country via South America. He was in the Army during the
war on the courts martial cases, and he claimed that only one man was hanged for
desertion by the U,S., but the Russians had many. Syd said the reason was due
to cultural differences, but Nat thot it was a basic character flaw in the
Russians. (he would). It was hard to determine when he said anylhing seriously
because he scted the part of a reactionary NAM businessman during the evening
in order to provoke discussion, It was very cleverly done, and we lmew he didn't
mean it, but we acted as if he dids He would push a point so far and then change
to another topic. Syd was his alter ego most of the time, but once in a while
he took an opposing point of views All evening, they did not mention their status
in private life, or attempt to indicate in any way that they dealt with human
emotions in their work, I enjoyed the whole thing and entered into it in that

spirit, but Rhoda and Lamar apparently didn't follow things or took it wrongly es
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they were not much interested and acted distant and above our topicsj Clara
whispered to me that it was unfortunate that they didn't take part, but nothing
could be done about it as she thought that it might be over their heads as they
414 not catch on to the subtle points of the discussion and only looked at it
face wvalue,

Clara brought up the discussion of the future of psychiatric social work,
and Yat said there were unlimited opportunities and I would not have any difficulty.
Clara felt that this would be a good contact for me and that was one of the reasons
why they were brought over, Syd sald that people ecould be happier in business,
but Charley (who owns a glove factory in Brooklyn) begged to differ as he believed
that the most orass and unhappy individuals were in business and they had no other
intercsts inlife aside from amassing money. Nat said that looking at our unlined
faces, he was inclined to apree with Charley. Clara sugrested that the best thing
to do was to make money and try to satisfy interest at the same time and sugrested
working with a labor union or possibly an industrial plant in persomnel problems.
She doesn't think that it would be worth while to stay in social work and only
earn peanuts.

Most of the evening home wes spent in talking, end e lot of brilliant repartee
went on as the group seemed to have quick minds with a sense of humor. I was
surprised to hear some of Michiko's comments when Nat asked if dancing was not
gexual symbolism. Yuriko and Michiko did not agree. This went on to the topie
of how strong is love, and Charley made the point that it was not stronger than
an instinot 1ike hunger and illustrated by telling one of Wm. Rose Benet's stories.

Yuriko and I were more idealistic about love and marriage so we defended the

institution strongly. Syd said that even emotions could be conditioned and

{11ustrated by telling of experiments made with ocats developing neuroses. Syd
indicated thet his wife is a bit dominating; he is more the scholar type and we
guspect that his wife wears the pants, Nat was married only about four years

ago (unlmown if this was the first time) and he is over 40 so still new to matri-

mony, ocmparitively speaking. However, he got Clara into a hot discussion on
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feminism, and we talked about that for an hour with all sorts of views expressed,

It was helped along with the quart of imported Secoteh which Charley brought along.
We had quite a long discussion on the present relief "scandal" and Wat took

the point of view of some of the more conservative newspapers and thought it was

so terrible that a good for nothing should get so much of the taxpayers money,

thet his children should be put in an orphanage, that his family was of no use

to society, that servicemen and others couldn't get housing bocause the relief

cnses were in hotels. So a peneral discussion on the philosophy of publie assis-

tance came outs Nat said all the Puerto Ricans should be sent west to become

gervants, etc., and not be allowed to come here. I kept saying that the dignity
of & human being wes a preater stake than money and so forth. After we talked
about that for awhile, we got into a discussion on causes of war, the future for
the common man, & bit about politics end literature, and other subjects.

About midnight, we all piled into Charley's car and went to the Hotel Pemn=
sylvania Terrace where the Psychiatrists were having a dance. We danced a few
times, tried to behave like psychiatrists, and then went to the Havana=Madrid
nightelub, Clara was going to take them to see an opium or marijuans den, but
thot 1t would be too tames The nipghtelub was like all nightclubs; smokey, erowded,
lots of body odor from sweating people, postage stamp dancing floor, ego centrie
characters showing off how they could dance (Clara and I among them when she
gshowed me the Samba), lots of high priced ligquor, cigarette and picture girls
putting on & high pressured sales act to wean some more money away from the
oustomer. We drank rum and cokes since a South American orchestra wes playing.
Syd and Nat had their pictures taken with Michiko and Yurikos Michiko was a
sort of wet blanket as her Nisei prudishmess came out when she refused %o pose
with an arm around the man. She is such a fumny girl; it's hard to figure out
what sort of repressed l}ife she must be leading all alone nows She refused to
dance; Yuriko said later that Michiko was self conscilous about social daneing

although she can jitterbug at home and altho she is a professional dancer}
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We left about 4100 a,m., closing the night club upe The car had a flat tire

and it had to be changed, and then we went to eat hamburgers so that it was almost

daybreak when Yuriko and I finally got to beds We got up at 11:30, altho I did

read from 9130 in bed so that I am very fatigued at this pointl I don't think

we will go night elubbing wery often.
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Yuriko and I have decided that we are getting too old to be spending time

rumning around in night elubs. We were so tired yesterda; I felt half-dead when
I went to my afternoon and evening classess I had to go an hour earlier since

all of the new students are getting some sort of interviews to determine the
qualities which goes to make a good social workers. The reason for this study is
because of the great number of applicants the school has to turn down each quarter.
I don't know how they expect to get a qualitative measurement of this sort, but
Wiss Ryerson felt pretty confident that it would be dones When she asked me 3 4

I had any opinions, I said that it would be much easier for the school to spend
some money and expand since there was a great need for a lot of social workers

and that was the best way to raise standards, Under the present setup, a student
learns a lot of techniques and then has to go work for an agency which is limited
in function so that they soon get "realistic" in their work if they expect to
stick with the agenocys Thus, it becomes a vicious circle, and social work wonders
why it cannot get the professional status it seeks. On %top of that, I told her
that one of the instructors had said that students in the field felt a need to

go into social work, implying that something was wrong with them and they wanted
%o find out. Miss Ryerson got upset up this and said that I was accusing all
sooial workers of being emotionally disturbeds I was surprised to find her getting
so muoh on the defensive as I was only repeating the opinion of one instructor.
Miss Ryerson wanted to lmow what was wrong with the school, Since she wanted me
to tall about thap,I was frank and I said that I thought that the curriculum was
in need of drastic revision., Fronm these comments, she got the idea that I was
being very "negative" about her partioular survey ahd I couldn't see the relation-
ship at all, She asked me about it and then got disturbed because I told her
what I thoughte. It all started out to be comments on the methods used to meamire
human qualities needed for social workers and she tried to make it personal. The
net result was that Dr. Kenworthy was pretty accurate with the statement about

social workers being distrubed tool Or why else would Miss Ryerson get so defensive?
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What a funny school this is. They keep telling us to br frank and express our
opinions, but when we do they try to pound their own point of view into you as
if you are a dummy end have no right to any opinions. It is interesting to have

an interview with a social worker because I can see them trying so hard to use

their"case work techniques” and I try to hard to turn it right back to theml All

the time I was being interviewed, I was thinking that I would certainly hate to
have Miss Ryerson as my social worker if I were on relief because she reads into
things and projects her own feelings into things which were not sald in the way
she takes it

Yuriko was very tired last night, and we didn't eat too much for a change.
She had to take a dress up to Helen L, while I went to my evening class. All I
learned was that epilepsy might be a sort of symbolical "orgasm." Dre Thurrot
sald that it was due to pressures and may be emotionally caused rather than organiec.
He shocked the girls in the class with spicy stories of how one girl patient
pointed a pistol up her vagina and this expressed her hostility and hate, He was
a puest lecturer, and he used to tell the same kind of stories up at Mason when
he was in the Army. He is a bachelor, and delights in "shocking" girl students
with sexual connotations of psychotic cases,

It is a nice warm day today., I went to the hostel for lunch today. Mr. M,
asked me if Aiko was coming up soon so I talked to her when I came back to the
office and we will go up there Monday evenings I suggested that she eould help
him with the party plans for June at the hostel since this could e en opening
wedge into getting to kmow the group. However, I felt that the program should
be clear so that it would not encourage the group to seek an ine-group pattern all
the mnro:instond of achieving wider social adjustments. I think that Aiko might
fall into the trap since all of her experience has been Hawaii, so I have become
a sort of unofficial adviser to her. This matter of Croup work with racial groups
is a perplexing one to handle, On the one hand, they feel that individuals should

be stressed first of all and encouraged to fit into a wide commmity on a demoeratic
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basis, but on the other hand, Group Work feels that cultural background should

not be completely ignored. The Jewish Y's out here are now adopting a policy

that a person can never appreciate a lot of different styles of painting if he
dabiles here and there so that only one should be stressed and then branch’out

from there. For this reason, the Jewish Y now is undertaking a program of stressing
the appreciation of Jewish culture. The only trouble with that approach is that

it might tend to feel that this culture is the superior one and that the American
culture is a sort of bastard creation not worthy of their participation, If each
group does that, it defeats the purpose of real integration by all minority groups

into this country, and it may set patterns of segregation, or at least encourage

the existing systems In the case of the Nisei, 1t wouldn't even be a matter of

oulture, but one of racial identification and I can't see any sense of encouraging
that, Alko says that she will try to avoid that sort of thing by using other
community resources, but claims she doesn't know the mainland group at all and
that it might take a long time. In Hawaii where she comes from, a racial pattern
is the accepted thing despite the chamber of commerce claims that the islands are
& true melting pots I invited Alko to come over for dinner on Seturday. |
Not surprising news: The lynch mob at Greenville, S.C., were acquitted by
the jury, und the man acocused of administrating the coup de grace by shooting the
Negro in the head after he was beaten and kicked by the mob now announces that
"Justice has been done--both ways" and he is going to run for Sheriff of the
countys, How can Southern Negores have any confidence in Justice and Democracy
when that sort of treatment is handed out to them continuously? It doesn't make
sense to me, If they tried to do anything about it, they would no doubt be shot
down as Commmnists. Sometimes progress is too slow, and I can't justify natural
evolution when Negroes continue to et lynched because social attitudes have

not changed fast enough.
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I was full of ideas about working on a paper last night after dimmer,
We started to talk about various things like summer plans, future, the lymch

trial in the South and so forth. Then Yuriko started to play a new kind of

_solitaire which she learned from Helen L. and I got interested in it, Paul and

Tthel arrived and the rest of the evening was spent in talking, I was 2 am before
we finally got to sleep. Ethel said that her mother was coming down with the
minister this weekerd, but she wes calm about the whole thing and thought that

it might eome out in an agreeable solution despite the fact that her mother will
glve her many arguments. They do not lmow the exact date of the marriage since

it will depend upon pgetting a place to live., They don't talk about going to China
any more so I suppose they will settle down in the vicinity of NYC,

Ethel is going to help Yuriko teach the summer dance school which they will
conduet under the name of the Graham studio so they wrote out an ad for the Dance
Magazine, Most of the evening was spent in talking about dance polities, and
particularly the situation at the Graham studio, Paul said that he had talked to
Don for several hours just before Don went off and he said it was financial worries.
The books of the company are in very bad shape because there has been such a loose
system of control. The company needs §15,000 to be able to finance a tour next
year, Paul thought that the company could be put on a sound basis if there was a
firm business manager, and if Martha changed some of her attitudes ebout modern
dance and made some concession to the paying public. He said that he heard from
one Harvard professor that the last plece was a perversion, Ethel and Yuriko also
thought that Martha could have her name carried on even after she retires if she
gave more of the younger dancers a chance. They felt that most of the capable
dancers left because they knew that they could not advance beyond a certain point.
The company has been oonducted on & very personal basis so that Martha gets committed
to too many peoples One of the big problems is Pearl who feels the has a vested
right due to seniority, end Erie who has ideas that he is e partner in the studio.

The company seems to be in a very disorgenized situation right now, and it is broke,
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Yuriko has not been paid for about two months nows It makes money, but a lot of
it is spent on umecessary costumes and advertisements, and such things like

bringing Charlotte up to Boston to sew Eric's costume and a pianist to Washington

durin g the recent tour (which was $300 extra)s. They saild that Martha wes very

worried these days and she finally realizes that a more sound financial basis has
to be organized, but Paul said that it would have to come from her psychologically
before she realizes that she can be just as effective if she choreographs for

some of the young dancers to give them a chance to develop--since it is obvious
that she camnot dance many more seasons,

We were very lazy this morning., We started out very energetically, but
stopped to smooch and talk and the morning passed. Yuriko is out to place her
dance ad in the mapgazine right now and to go shopping afterwards, while I have
to finish up one of my class assignments. We are having somé company again this
evening, I don't want Yuriko to ret too tired out, but she doesn't mind., We
just will never get around to fulfilling all of our social obligations since we
don't have the time. Yuriko will be very busy with summer classes after this
monthes The company is not going to Burope as the budget cut in the State Depart-
ment definitely eliminated the cultural program. Yuriko said that she still
has the offer to go teach in Hewaii and she may consider it next summer. I guess

I'11 have to stowaway or something in order to be with herl
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We had a very fancy Japanese dinner last night., WMichiko came over about
4130 and Alko later, Michiko and Yuriko cooked the dinner and they had so much
fun and excitement doing it, They chased me out of the kitchen to study so I
read the papers, They sald that I didn't kmow anything about Japanese food and
they were planning to make the dinner from formulas they knew in the past, I
heard them jabbering away in Japanese out in the kitchen and I was a little sur-
prised so I asked them, how come? They saild that since it was a Japenese meal,
they had to give it a real atmosphere and discuss the recipe in that language § 4
Michiko said she might even go home and get her dancing kimono and round up some
Geisha girls for mes I said that I would put up a Japanese flag and make them
Banzail to 1t. Aiko even wanted us to play some Japenese records which belongs
to Yuriko's father, but we didn't feel like going that far,

The girls put a lot of effort into the meal and it was quite fancy. Yurike
brought out her Japanese ware which has been on the bookcases and they talked
about Japanese fonds they had when younger, It was quite a fancy display and it
tasted good toos Alko sald that she hadn't had Japanese food since coming from

Hawall to study so she enjoyed it very much, We had raw bass with lettuce and

soy sauce (sa=shiemi); rice cakes with seaweed, ginger, sardine, mushrooms, and

other ingredients in it (O=-sushi); squid tempura cooked in oilj; white steamed rice;
Japanese green tea (which Kazuo had sent Mrs. M. from Japan); fisheegg drop soupj
pickles (ta=kuan); iced spinich; vinegared cucumber; hot wine (sake); beer; red

and white wine. It was all topped with ice creem sodal We were quite stuffed

by the time we finished dinner, I learned quite a bit about Japanese foods because
I never had all of these dainty things before.

Alko surprised me very much when she said that she was born in Japan, and she
arrived in Hawaii (Ohau) when she was six. Her father was a Christian minister and
he had a parish in one of the sugar plantation villapess That is how Aiko got into
YWCA worke She said that her father brought her from Nagasaki and that was the

reason why her hair was naturally curly. There was a strong Dutch influence in
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that port during 200 years of the period of Japanese isolation when it was lmown

a8 the hermit nations All of the good doctors were trained there since the best
medical schools were established in that ecity because the Dutch were the only ones
who were able to bring in medical books from the western worlds Aiko said that she
lnew very little Japanese, but she lmew quite a bit of the Japanese culture because
so mach of it was practiced in her home town. ©She came from Hawaili on a student
visa because of her alien status and she is not able to get citizemship, I never
heard of non citizens having to pet a visa to travel from Hawaii to the mainland.

Alko is a rather conservative girl, and her non=citizenship status explains
why she feels that it is wrong for the Nisei to forget about their racial back=-
ground too quickly. She said that she was not the type to pioneer in anything,
and her politics are on the conservative side, She said she met Mas Wakaii who
had gone back to Hawaii to take a parish and he now has a child, Mas was in a
sinilar situation as Aiko when I lmew him in Chicago.

Michiko is out of a job temporarily because of the recession in the clothing
industry. She spends most of her time in dancing lessons and she is thinking of
another recital some time soon. She is such a tense girl, but she has loosened
up considerably when with us, She could no doubt get a lot of boy friends easily,
but she doesn't seem to be much interested. She seems to enjoy meeting people in
the theatrical world more as she spoke causally of lnowing some radio and stage
entertainers. Michiko could be an outstanding girl if she developed her personality
as she has looks, but she is too cold in temperament now.

Helen L, and Marian dropped in for awhile, and they certainly are two neurotic

cases, They are single by circumstamces and not choice but they still have hopes.

They showed us some card games. Yuriko said that Marian is in the advertising field,
and Helen teaches piano., After they left, the rest of us had a game of progressive
rumy until abottt 1 am. It was a pleasant informal evening, and the girls seemed

to have enjoyed themselves.
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We didn't finish breakfast until about 2:00 and we have been relaxing our-
gelves up to nows Yuriko is going to wash her hair and I should work on another
class paper, but I em not in the mood right nows It is raining today, but quite

warm, . have to read the Sunday papers yet, and we may go out to a mowvie if there

is anything worth seeing., Or we may just stay home today end rests ¥e had planned

to go to the East Side but it rained,
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Last night we decided to go up and pay Saye a visit since we had not seen her
for so many months. We spent about three hours there, mostly talking about personal
affairs. Yuriko's reaction to Saye was that she talked too much about her "past
glories as if there was not a present and future to think about." This was definitely
true as Saye did engage in a great deal of rather snobbish conversation, such as
the implication that her son was too good to play with the other children in the
district so that she has now put him into a play group which takes care of all his
off school hours. Saye thought that she would have to move out of the city since
everything costs so much here, but she didn't kmow what Yam would do, He is still
in chick sexing, but expected to be back in a few days. Saye also mentioned that

she was having housing trouble and she will have to move in the Falls, She has a

chance to move to the East Side, but dooan‘t want her boy to be influenced by the

Puerto Rican and Negro children. We were very surprised to hear such things implied
by her as we had given her more credit than that. Perhaps we misunderstood her.

In discussing her finances, Saye tried to give us the impression that she was a
soclety girl or something as she cesually spoke of the $500 cheeks which Yam sent
when she wanted it. Actually, he makes 3500 maximum for the season and that has
to last for the whole year so that she doesn't have too much money to throw around
in this expensive eity. I think that she was just trying to impress Yurike since
this was the first time that the two of them have actually gotten together socially,
Saye invited us to come over for dinner next Saturday evening. I told Yuriko after-
wards that Saye had this habit of trying to impress people with her past prestige.
Yuriko grasped the point quieckly and remarked that Saye did not see enough excitement
in her present life so had to relate her past ones, and Yuriko felt that this was
most unfortunate. Every time we go to visit anyone, we get very romantic because
we realize how lucky we are in having each other! They think that we are too "mushy."
Saye remarked that Sammy made this comment, and she went on to explain why so many
of the NWisei were so reserved in their marital life, She thought it went back to
the family life as the parents never displayed much affection towards each other.
This seemed to be pretty logieal.
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Saye gave us hysterica while she related the secret 1life and loves of Kenny
and Kimil She said thet Kimi was a close friend of her prior to the marriage, and
used to econfide in her even about the intimate details of sex adjustments. It
geems that Kimi was raised in a very strict home and the subject of Sex was taboo
8o that she did not lnow the facts of 1life when she got married, Kemny also led a
sheltered 1ife so that he was most naive. He finally got Kimi to marry him on the
basis that there would be no sex life until she got over some of her fears. So for

the first two months of marriage, they lived like brothers and sisters. After almost

two years, when Kenny went to the Army, Kimi told Saye of the further progress.

She said that marital adjustments in the sexual area were never satisfactory as
both were too tenses They had read books, but they were so timid about the sex
funotions that they had never viewed each other in the nude. Kimi later brought
Kenny over and they asked Saye how to adjust gsexually end Saye gave us a full des-
eription of this discussion! It was so fumy, and yet tragic that so many young
people are so innocent of what married life is all about, Fortunately, Kemny and
Timi ere suited to each other in temperment and now they seem to be very well
ad justed,

This story reminded me about the kibei lady over in the hostel who asked me
on Friday if babies breatbéd air while in the uterus., The woman has one boy, 4
years old, and she has been almost nine months pregnant and she thought that the
air she breathed went directly to her unborn child so she sald that she was careful
not to go into any room which had a lot of germs | She wanted me to ask a doctor
if the air going from her to the unborn child was purified in any way 'l The woman
is about 32, and I had to explain some of the facts of life to herl After we got
home, Yuriko remarked that it was sad that so many people in this world, and even
among our friends, didn't seem to get much joy out of life because they were
burdened down with troubles. She thought that the only saving thing was a well

balanced sense of humor, and she said for me not to get a neuroses worrying about
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Jobs and future but to continue to be 1ike I was. She certainly did give me a
lot of compliments which I didn't feel I was entitled to. Then, Yuriko said that
all of her friends think thet I am well balanced and that we have a most happy
marriages She said that when she went to see Louis Horst, the editor of the
Dance mapgazine and orchestra leader for the Craham dances, he also spoke of how
well marriage suited Yuriko. This was on Saturday afternoon. Yuriko said that
Louis was over 30 and that he was Martha's first love, which lasted for 15 years,
fe felt that Martha would be much happier these days if she had some one who could
be a close companion to her as this was one of the most important things when one

got olds Louls told Yuriko a bit of his private 1ife and he said that he was

sorry that he did not marry again (he was separated from his 1ife 30 years ago

and was opposed to the marital institutions until early this year) because he just
got over a serious illness recently and he felt so alone in the world, He told
Yuriko that she had made a wise choice, and that it was hard for dancers to find

a suitable mate because they lived in such a feminine world., He told her that he
had observed me quietly on the few occasions we have met, and that Yuriko ceuld
not have made a better choice. After telling me all this, Yuriko smooched with
me for awhile so I didn't get too much sleep.

When I got to the office this morning, there was more troubles, The whole
staff has been in an uproar because of the vile newspaper attacks against welfare
policy, and it was felt that the relief clients were being made the scrapegoats
by the politically ambitiouss There was a large staff meeting here and we all
went from our unit. It was very interesting to listen to the airing of opinions
which was on a high level., It is the type of democratic meeting which one would
like to see more widespread. The consensus of opinion was that Dewey was trying
to make another news shattering investigation of O'Dwyer's administration in the
eity like in his racket busting days while D.A, and that the staff and relief

clients were the pawns accused of communist innuendos and all sorts of stupid
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things of that sorts PM has been the only newspeper which has consistently
taken the other side of the story in this sensational news story which has been
blazoned across the headlines of all the eity papers for the past week, The
prineiples of social work will really take a beating if the politicans succeed
in making political capitol out of the welfare department nowy it will set back
progress to the dark ages when relief elients were considered as no-goods, un-

worthys and so forth rather than a group of human beings who had a right to being

assisted in maintaining a decent and respectable life under trying eonditions.

The unemployment figures are jumping now and the pressure groups are afraid so
that they want to discredit all labor and other progressive forces which might
reduce private profits in any way.

In my interview with Mr, B, this afternoon, I couldn't help but think that
it was too bad that the newspapers couldn't see the other side of the picture,
Here was a man with five children living under the most depressed conditions and
he was so worried about getting a jobe But he just hasn't been able to find my-
thing whioch would enable to support his large family, He mentioned the newspaper
stordies and he said that he would get fighting mad if his children were thrown
into the Municipal lodging houses down in the Bowery like some of the relief
cases have been treated due to the antagonistic press pressure towards placing
them in hotels. Anyone who wants to work for the right of a human being to maine
tain his dignity apparently is a communist according to the news definition cf
the press, It is disgusting, but sad that some people can be so inhuman towards
their fellow men. There has been a protest by the press towards the Puerto Ricans
ocoming into this city, so that the pressure is being refined. Why shouldn't these
people come in, and why shouldn't the public be responsible for them? I would
like to take some of those newspaper men who are worried about relief clients
living in luxury to the home of Mr, V, where there are nine people crowded into

a two room apartment, where the plumbing system makes a most unsanitary condition,
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where the rent is 10 times what it should be, where the children do not get

enough to eat, and where there are serious health problems. The idea that a

man on relief is a no-good animal is so stupid, and in the long run society suffers
if nothing is done about it. I used to think that too many of the social workers

around here were unbalanced individuals, but I certainly admired them this morning

when so many of them got up to speak their piece and they showed that they had

the courage of their convietions.

Confidential

I ran into an unusual situation at the Hostel this noon. When I went there
for lunch, there seemed to be a tension in the air, but I really didn't notice it
too muchs Mrs. As was not in the ldtchen, and Mr, M, was in the hostel instead
of at the cleaning shop where he usually goes at noon. Joan and Kimike were not
around and I thought this was strange, but I didn't realize I had made a blunder
when I innocently asked where Mrs. A. and daughters were, Wr. A, hastened to
say that they were in the basement. After lunch, Mr. M, asked me if I eould come
up to his office as he wanted to talk to me, I then got an inkling that something
was upe This is Mr. M's story:

"The wife and I are going to separate. (He then told me about his wife in

Japan), I want you and Yuriko to lmow about everything because I don't want

any hard feelings. But I will tell you whole story, and not hold back anything,

We had a big upset in the hostel yesterday. I was over in the shop helping

with the painting and cleaning until about 3:00 and then I came back to eat

lunch. Joannie is usually down there, and I have lmown that she had a bad )
reputation in the past and I hated her at first, but I felt sorry for her

because she doesn't have any friends any place. That was the reason why I

have tried to help her, and she has improved a great deal, But wife hated

her and didn't want her around. She jealous, but no reason for it. Anyway

nothing said about jealous feeling before, only wife don't like Joannie to

be 'cockroach' in hostel and eat up food and not work.
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. But yesterday afternmoon, when I eating, Joanie greet me with arm over shoulder.

Just friendly move and nothing more to it., But wife see, and she go wild.
She make big scene, and I can't calm her. She run up and down and she want
to phone Church and tell them to get Joamnie out. She crazy jealous and she
make so much noise that other people sees It was no use to reason with her.
That's why the A's stay in room today; they ashamed and they don't kmow

why Wife get so mad.

So Wife and I have big fight last night, and we argue for many hours. Then
we decide that we will break for definite this time. It is not just 'wife!
in Japan which make me conclude this is best all around. I have been with
wife for 15 years, and I would have left a long time ago but I want to help
Yuriko and see she is success. In camp, I was going to leave wife but thot
it better to come to WYC, When she get married to you, I reallize that every-
thing fine and I very happys Wife no like Yuriko to marry you, and we had
big argument that time because I tell her that I give permission and nothing
more to be done. She said that she won't have a thing to do with it, but
after she gets to lmow you she likes you very much and now very happy for
marriage. DBut always she has been stubborn. Wow she will try to turn Yurike
and me against me, and I want yon to kmow my sides Tonight, we will talk
about it again, Wife always suspicious of me, There was girl, Konda, that
I work with in Soko Transfer Company in S,F. and now she is secretary at
Church so I friends with her. But Wife so suspiciouss That's why I never
could have women friends. In hostel, I have to be sociable to girls here,
but Wife misunderstand. Once she even say I am in love with Yuriko, which
make me very angry. I always consider Yuriko my daughter and thet was wild
thing to say. She jealous so much that we just can't live together.

Now I bring another cot into apartment and we just man and wife to outside
world, but inside we are split, That's the best way. There are many reasons

and I think many years before arriving at this decision. I try to make
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marriage work, I even wanted have own child but that didn't come about.

Now Wife say I must give her #1500, I will endorse check from Hostel each

month and give to hers I think she may go to California and raise birds,
She can be happy and maybe she will go back to Japan. I tell her that I
will send her money for support as she do many things to help me all time we
together, But she say she don't want any money from me. I send it to you
and Yuriko and you give to her, I plan to go around and take fertilizer to
different farmers.
There is ten years difference in age. Wife think always like Japanese and
believe husband never talk to another woman after marriage. Does not believe
in friendship. She has different ways., I live in Europe and this country
most of life, and I don't want to go back to Japan. She wants me to go to
save face, but I can't make living there. Lots of thing we arpue about. I
tell you these things because I respect and don't want to have this business
between wife and me ocome in between us, It's the only ways, We will stay in
hostel in Spring, but not as man and wife., It is over now."

Mr, M, had a great deal more to say about her personal relationships with Mrs,
M, It's a sad mess, but I don't want to get drawn into it. Yuriko will be in a
bad position as her mother may insist upon her disliking Mr. M, and talking her side.
It is not a matter of taking sides with Yuriko and I, But it may be a fact of
our future relationships with Mrs. M. if she does leave her husband and remains
in NYC. I think she will go back to California, but Yurike feels a certain resge
ponsibility for her mother. It is obviously impossible for her mother ever to
live with us, but Yuriko may have to give her more and more moral supportl Mrs.
Ms isn't getting any younger despite the fact that she is a most independent ine
dividual. But from what Mr, M, says she hasn't been very realistic about the

whole thing. It has finally come to the point where she has lcn'I= SOsantion, ever
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hime I think that her acocusation that there is an affair between Mr. M, and Joamie

is absurd. Joannie is a behavior problem and Mr, M. has been trying to help her

and nothing more, But Mrs, M., apparently has always been very suspicious of Mr, M,

because he is so much younger. It may be possible that she is going through one
of those change of life stages, but I think that has been passed for several years
alreedy, I don't know what Yuriko end I can do in this situation. I told Mr. M,
that we didn't intend to teke sides, and we wanted to see both of them happye I
also told him that we would still lend him money for his business, but not to
mention it to Mrs, M, as she might misunderstand eand feel that we are taking sl des
in this issue. I haven't seen Yuriko yet, but we will be up at the hostel for
dinner and I am staying overtime here at the office until it is time to leave for
up theres I don't know what Yurikeo will think, but it will worry her because

gshe doesn't !mow what to do with her mother, who is very headstronge Wr, M, told
me some of Mrs, M's attitudes towards Yuriko and I can now understand why Yurikeo

rebelled at the time I met her last year,
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Yuriko said she lost her appetite when I told her about what had happened
between her parents. She didn't know what to say to them or what sort of position
to take, so I sugpgested that she just let them talk and not get caught in the
middle. She said that she could understand her father's position since her mother
was so strong minded. Outwardly, things were calm and people around the hostel
were not too aware of how serious the breach was, Yuriko said that her mother was
still going through the change of life, but that actually she was always very jealous
of Mr, M, and that she attempted to dominate her life too.

Mrs. M. was cheerful during dinner, but it was put on. It was the old matter
of saving her "face." Mrs., A, and Kimi were in the kitchen again, but Joannie was
still hiding in her rooms This has been a chancé for her to dramatize things since
her life is so dull and she is acting out the part of a wronged and innocent lady
falsely accused of stealing a husband of another. I don't know what she intends to
do, but she may move out--or the whole thing may pass over.

However, the M's definitely are going through with their plan of separation.
We went over to the cleaning shop and got a couple of things pressed and nothing
was said, After returning, Mrs. M, had to see somebody downstalrs, and Mr. M, used
this opportunity to tell of his present position. When his wife came back, the
topic was dropped and she didn't talk to Yuriko about her side of the story until
Mr. M, went to the office and I went out to the living room to read. They just
didn't mention anything in the presense of each other and were extremely polite.
They will stay together until spring, but only on en impersonal basis so that
gosasip about them will not eirculate.

Mrs, M.'s story was that her husband always had to depend upon women and she
was tired of it. She said that when they were first married he used up some money
where he was working and he got sued so that she helped him pay for its In all of
his business ventures, he always needed her support, and she did not think that he
would ever give her $1500 as he promised, Yuriko said that as long as she was ®
determined to separate, then she should take the money and from now on not to say

one word about her husband's business since he was rumming it on his own. Yurike




Confidential

27 May 1947, Tuesday

commented to me that her mother still has not realized that Mr. M, finally has
enough confidence in his own business ability and he does not need her any more so
that he resented her belittling very much, When Yuriko told her that according to
American ways, rirls put their hands on a man's shoulder and it didn't mean a thing.
Mrs. M, conceded that perhaps she took things wrongly, but she thought it would
look bad if enyone else had observed that and since it was a Japanese hostel, the
Japanese ways should be followeds This is the point which Mr, M, objects to so
much and they have never been reconciled on it.

Mr., M.'s added points was that for 15 years since marriage, he has never been
allowed to do things on his own because his wife gets so upset, IHe said that due
to the 10 years difference in age, Vrs. ¥, tended to treat him more like a child.

He said that whenever he talked with an Issei, she would break in and finish what

he was saying so he got to the point where he just sat silently and sald nothing.
And when he spoke English, she resented it keenly. He said that it had gotten to
the point where he didn't lmow what to do. IHe saild thet since going to the hostel,
he never could take her out because of the many duties there, end he didn't like to
go to movies alone so that he had very little soclal life. Ile explained that the
A.'s had become great friends while at the hostel and at first lMrs. M. approved to
the point where it was suggested that they come with them when the nursery was
opened, He became friendly with Joannie and Kimiko and even took them to an opera
one Saturday afternoon. He thought that it was this incident which started %o make
his wife so suspicious and she took it the wrong way. He said that he just couldn't
take it any more so that it was best to make the break while there still could be
friendly arrangements and that he still considered Yuriko and I as part of his family.

Yuriko and I felt that anything ocould happen by next spring, and we made no
attempt to act as mediators for reconciliation since both are old enough to lmow
what they are doings They seemed calm emnough, but a bit strained when in the apart-
ment together, While in the kitchen, they acted as if nothing had happened, Yurike

said that at one time, they did like each other intensely but she had never seen
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any affection between them outwardly since the first generation just didn't do that.
Yuriko said that she had never seen a Japanese husband kiss the wife during the 13
years she was in Japan and that many of the Nisel aré inhibited toos If Mrs. M.
ocould see how Yuriko gets so friendly with fellows at the studio she would no daabt
believe that I was being betrayedl

I think that Mrs. M. is going through the most difficult stage right now even
if she did not show it much last night, She has brought more of the emotlonal
feelings into the situation and a lady who feels that she has been spited (no matter
the agel) can indeed be a very dangerous adversary. Mr, M. said that he was willing
to send her money and support her for the rest of her life since she had helped him
so much in the pasts He thought that she would be happier if she went to Japan and
lived with her sister and family since Mrs. M, never has made a real adjustment teo
this countrys WMNr. M, doubted that he could ever live there and he didn't mention
anything more about his "wife" over there which led me to the conclusion that my
original thoughts about that situation being only the "excuse" for ending a 15 year
incompatibility. If they do split up, I wouldn't be surprised to see Mr, M, marry
a younger pirl, perhaps a Nisel, es he is only 43, Yuriko feels very sorry for her
mother but she said that she ocould do nothing except give her moral support. She
felt that her mother would be happier in a Japanese commmity in Los /ngeles. At
least, the tension has been eased between Mr, and Mrs, M. and perhaps things may
get smooth now that Mr, M, is free to go about his business in the way he thinks

best and that may be the whole solution to the difficulty since Love is not invelved.

On the way heme, Yuriko said that she certainly was glad she married before all this

came up, and that love was the reason for it so we fell in love again on the subway
and came home in a oloud and forgot ebout the matrimonial difficulties of her parents'.
I wonder who will get custody of Choeco if they split?
R
In the culture class, I had to read my paper and I didn't get finished by the

time the period ended so they asked me to continue next time and also tell a bit
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about the cultural background of the Nisei., They seemed to be very much interested
in my paper, and I got to kiow a few more of the class members better afterwards,
The instructor wants to use part of my paper for publication purposes as she is worke
ing on an article which will indicate the relationship between case work and culture.
I feel that in my way, I do get a chance to tell others about the Wisei and it is
naturally done and not a orusade so that in the long run this approach fits intoe
the larger pattern of understanding for all groups, The students are very politically
minded and we are always signing some sort of petition to send to Conpgress. It's
not as much of an ivory tower as some of the other schools I have been in, and I
think that the reason for this is due to the fact that we have so many more mature
individuals in the student body, particularly among the veterans,

At noon I ran into Carl Sachs. He was a psychologist at Mason and one of the
enlisted men in our group which eirculated among the Red &ronu girls there. Te
said that he got his Ph.,D. degree and he is now working at Children's Court down

the block from the school as a child psychologist. Irving Greenberg, our Mason

superviser, is now a regional superviser in the VA for psychiatric social workers

in Philadelphia and Harry Salusky is also with the V.A,

It was so warm today that I came home and took a nap, Istill can't understand
why so many students complain that they have to sweat through the courses because
it is easys I guess I have the advantage of some experience., Tonight I will try
to read again since I have negleoted the books for about a week nows, I did e fair
amount of reading this quarter and I think that the adjustment to academic life
has been pretty good under the ciroumstances end I have learned something. Every-
body is dreading the summer course as it will be so hot, I wish that we could get
out of town for a wvacation, but it is out of the question, I don't want Yuriko to
work too hard during the hot weather., She said that she was going to rehearse a
fall reeital with Ethel during the summer besides her teaching. Maybe she should
have taken that offer-to go teach in Hawaii for six weeks this year, but she didn't

do anything active about it because she didn't want to leave me behind and I would
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certainly have been lonesome without her. It was such a nice thing for both of us

to pet married because we are happys Almost nine months now and still in the honey-

moon stagel I am going to cook dinner now as Yuriko will teach an extra class and

be late, and she will be tired and hungry when she gets back.
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Last night Joan came over to dinner. Yuriko said that she was broke and she
has not been paid by the studio for her part time work, Yuriko was feeling rather
upset because of the note she got from Martha in re: to the use of the studio for
the summer months, Originally, Martha said to Yuriko that it was too bad that
Yuriko had rented a studio as she could use hers since Martha closes up in the
summer and goes to Californias There was no written agreement or anything to that
effect but Yuriko went ahead and made her plans on that basis and she and Ethel
were hoping to make a considerable sum.

In the meantime, Martha began to have a great deal of finaneial difficulties
and she went into debt several thousand dollars because she could not meet all of
her expenses: Then all the trouble came to a head when Don broke under the strain,

and he is not coming back to work for Martha again. She has to get her books all

straightened out, and Eric Hawkins has become a co-director of the studio since she

is apparently under some sort of obligation to hime It was he who initiated the
idea whioch resulted in the note to Martha,

This is the sum of what Martha suggests: that Yuriko run the school for an
extra six weeks under the Graham name, and she will not have to take care of the
books since a full time seoretary will be there, And Yuriko is to receive a £100
guarantee per week for teaching, which will be split with Ethel according to the
nunber of lessons each gives. In addition, they will get 25% of the pgross receipts
per week over §100. But, Yurike will pay for her own accompanist out of what they
make, Martha felt that in this way, the school could be kept open all summer and
the students could go into the Fall term without a break, She wants Yuriko to
charge the §1.75 per hour rate.

Yuriko got very disturbed with this plan for several reasons., In the first
place, it means that Martha will be taking over Yuriko's school lock, stock and
barrels All of the girls there, Joan says, know that Yuriko is the main drawing
attraction among the instructors. Yuriko doesn't want a secretary. The thing which

upset her the most was the suddenness of this plan since she had assumed that Martha
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would keep her word about giving her the studio rent free for the six weeks. Based
on an estimate 40-students, Martha will get §75 a week out of the gross and Yuriko
and Bthel will get lesser amounts and they will be doing all of the work. Yuriko
di4 not contact for Jean Erdman's studio which rents for $55 a month because she

took Martha at her word, and now she feels double crossed which is what actually

has happened, VMartha rents her studio for {150 a month, but she already paid for

it and it would not have been in use anyway, so it looks like she is taking advantage
of a good thing, Yuriko earned about $100 per week last summer for her school and

this was the best chance for her to save up a bit of money to put on her Fall concerts.
The sad part of the whole thing is that Martha even sent an ad in without Yurike's
kmowledge to the effect that it would be the Martha Graham schoole.

I got very upset for Yuriko, too, and I said that it was a dirty trick regard-
less of whether Eric inspired the plan or not since Martha wes equally guilty for
agreeing to such a thing. Yuriko's first reaction was that she would give up the
whole idea since there was no sense in taking a 50% cut in her earninps and to give
Martha over 30% of the gross for nothing., Based on 40 students for six weeks, it
would amount to §450,00 and that would certainly be very excessive rent, After
much talking about this end trying to get shold of Ethel to get her reaction (Ethel
was in a session with her mother who came down here to break up the idea of marriage
with Paul), I began to figure the whole thing up on the basis of advantages rather
than the principle of the thing.

I pointed out that Martha did have a certain drawing power and that might get
some students. Yuriko said that she didn't feel right charging the £1.75 per hour
when Marthe was not there, but Joan felt that Yuriko would give them their money's
worth. And based on $40 students, Martha's cut would almost come out of the dif-
ference in increased prices (since rent is taken care of.) The big hitch in the
whole thing was the matter of the accompanist. Yuriko finally decided that she
might go through with it if Martha would agree to pay for the accompanist since she

would still be getting at least $50 per week income for doing nothing, but Yuriko
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said that she was going to tell Martha that it was a bit unusual to pull this

stunt at this late stage. Yuriko also thought that she qould go on her own in
teaching next year as she could make more than at the studios Yuriko also concluded
that she will still have her private students and that would not go into the gross
weekly receipts for the group classes so that she could still make about $85 a week
during the six weeks if the number of students came up to expectations and if
Vartha will pay for the accompanist.

Yuriko is very loyal to Martha and it hurt her considerably to have this thing
sprung upon her; she feels that it is all of Fric's doings because of the financial
condition at the studio, However, it is a crime that Martha has to take a "cut" on
Yuriko's profits and to take over Yuriko's school when the original agreement was
that the studio could be used rent free. It is too late for Yuriko to rent Jean's
studio also. Dancers don't make mich, and this was Yuriko's chance to save up for
her fall concert which will cost over {300 this year. She planned to work hard
during the summer for only this reason, and Martha's plan shocked her very much.

It all depends upon the number of students they have. Joan said she would recruit
as many as possible since she is a clerk in the studio right nows I think the whole
thing is a lousy deal, but I do agree with Yuriko who said after she had calmed
down,"Well, a guarantee of $50 a week is nothing to be sneezed at these days?

I don't kmow what Ethel's reaction will be, but it will be stormy no doubt as she

is already irritated by Martha's methods, Fthel is not ready to teach on her own

so she has to depend upon Yuriko's drawing power, and Yuriko has gone into this on a
full partnership basis so that both could make money. Yow if Martha will be nice and
realize how unfair her plan is there wouldn't be any fuss made. On Martha's side,

she really thinks that she is giving Yuriko a break by offering the $100 per week

guarantee to be spl it with Ethel according to the number of hours taught. She

feels that she is taking a risk, but it is a very small one in view of the fact

that Yuriko did so well last summer,
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Joan and Duggy are going te try and bring Alan over here casually some evening
g0 he can see how mich work we put into the place and they will put pressure on
him to let us take over the apartment in all fairness even though his mother may
want to continue taking advantapge of uses It all depends upon what kind of a
person Allen is. Joan assures us that he is a very fair-minded type and we
have a chance,

I went to the hostel for lunch, Afterwards, we were alone in the kitchen
and ¥rs. M, got talkative for the first time as there was nobody else around to
hear her broken English. She said that Choco, the dog, was in hent and she was
too old to have puppies. She said that she would take him back to Califormia with
her, and get a larcer dog after Choco died, I asked her if she really plaaned
%o go to California, She thought she mights Then she began to tell some of her
planss She said that she hoped to save about $1000 by next spring since Mr, M,

was pgoing to give her #1500 and she would continue to send things to her relatives

in Japan: "Have too. So solly for thems" She said that the winters out here

gave her a rheumatism, She thought she might go inte business with Mr, Usami
and Wr, Dkuno. Usami has raised birds before, and Mrs. M, learned about them
in camp "made $100" and she thought she could open up & pet shop in Los Angeles.
She said that Mr, Usami preferred to go to Arizona since the climate there was
better for bird raising. Mrs. M, felt that she could do well in this business
as she liked animals very much, "so cute." She said that in camp she trained a
pet bird to jump from her hands to her shoulder. She didn't say anything about
her disagreement with Mr. M., but apparently they are going through with it,
¥rs. A, and Ximi did not come out, and Joannie is still acting the part of a
falsely accused heroine in her room.

The school phoned me up to ask if it could put one of my class papers in
the reference library for the students of another class to read as Miss Hurlbutt
thought it was so good ! Vhat a phomey reputation I am gettingl When the girls

at the office heard it while I was talking over the phone, they thought I was very
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smart and they got more of a thrill out of it than I did! Muriel gave me a

stick of gum as o reward, and Ann (secretary) allowed me to steal some bond

paper to bring home |

When I visited the V. home this afternoon, there was another crisis. What a
gsad situation there. The landlord wants to kick them out; Mr. V. is a potential
psychotic case; Mrs. V, has been waiting for her baby to come for over three
months now end it is giving her anxiety; one boy is mentally retarded; and the
other children do not have good health due to a poor diet and the high cost of
food these dayss Inaddition, Mr. V. took in Mrs. E. and her two dauchters into
his crowded apartment because they were homeless and the people are sleeping
three in a bed. Talk about de luxe relief! The E.'s are destitute, and Mrs, E.
sold her furniture in Puerto Rico to pay the plane fare here and she can't get
a job because of her language difficulties, Another man, Paul, has been here
for 8 monthe and can't got a job so he wants to take over the janitor job in
the building and live in the basement, which is against the law. The landlords
are cleaning up on rents since there is no place for the thoueands of Puerto
Ricans coming into NYC to stay. The best I could do was to try to pot Mrs., E,.
on relief and since she has no place to live, I suggested to intake that she be
placed in a hotel rooms The office is very reluctant to do that because of the
present publicity about de luxe relief, Mrs. E.'s case is still pending and I
have to bring her down to the office next week since she is so frightened to
step out of the house because of her troubles. She hasn't got such a good
reception from the UsS., but she still thinks it is better than Puerto Rico and
she doesn't want to go back unless it is a last resort. T still feel that the
government is responsible for these people, and they are human beings so they
should be taken care of, residence laws or not. I coached Mrs. E. on what to
say so that they will not high pressure her into being deported just to "pass

the buck, "
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The Puerto Rican problem is much more acute than the evacuation because
this migrant group doesn't have a WRA to help them out. They have a lanpguage
handicep and they are exploited at every turn. The food prices in that district
of Bast Harlem are outrageous, and there is no housing so that ohildren are
living in the most unsanitary basements with big rats not an uncommon sight.

It is no wonder that the children are a juvenile delinquency problem as the

group is the most "despised" in the city and there are not enough groups interested

in their welfare, The City does not want to take them on the relief rolls be-
cause it can't dc much to solve the housing situation. The Federal government
is supposed to reimburse the eity 1007 for the care of Puerto Ricans without
residence, but most of them are afraid to apply for relief for feer of depor-
tation. This group has a serious language and cultural handicap, and the health
problem is acute, Every time I go up into that district, I see the most poverty
stricken proup I have ever seen anywhere, They range in skin ecolor from white
to darkest black and it shows that racial mixtures are possible as the Puerto
Ricans do not discriminate on the basis of color--altho they do have definite
class lines, Many of the older settlers in the group are exploiting the newer
Puerto Rlcans as it is a lucrative field and those who are cheated do not know
where to complain,

We are going over to Shirley's for dinner this evening, and I am waiting
for Yuriko to come home now so we can start outs It has been such a hot day,

and I am exhausted,
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Vie thought Shirley was just giving a simple dinner for us, but it turned
out to be a party., I don't remember all of the 10 people's names. There were
soveral couples, dancers, two psychiatric social workers, psychologists, students,

and so forths One boy was from India, and most of the group had traveled around

to different parts of the world, especially the veterans. The piece de resistance

of the dinner was the ocurried chicken which one of the fellows had learned while
gtationed in India. He even wore the British type shorts. It was a buffet dinner
and we just sat around in Shirley's studio and ate comfortably.

There was a great deal of talk about mental patients since the psychologist
is working at Bellevue now. He is one of the cooperative members of that large
apartment; there are also a couple of other girls living there, Shirley said
that she was going to be a waitress at some Jewish resort over the holidays, She
claims that she got tested by some Hollywood scout for a dance part but turned it
down because she didn't want to use the wrong muscles. Joan was very doubtful
about this story as she said that talent scouts no longer operate in hotel rooms
in that manner, Joan used to be a Goldwyn girl in Hollywood, and she seems to
have traveled around quite a bite I don't know her last name as this is the first
time we have met, S5he is an amateur photographer so she took some pictures of the
group, and also got a shot of the lighted Empire State Building from the studio
window., She also mentioned that she has done some settlement works I pathered
that she is very progressive in her social thinking from what she did say. On the
way home, we walked her to the drug store and planned to pget together on Sunday
gince she wants to go down to the Jewish district on Delaney to take some pictures.

The group was a bit too large to get to know the individual people there very
well. One of the fellows is in my Thursday evening class at school, and he is also
interested in psychiatric social work. He did this work in the Army, and worked
for awhile in the Los Angeles Dep't. of Public Welfare. He has the same attitude
towards the school as he felt that the curriculum was not suitable for those who

had a 1little experience. IHe is dn an agency working with delinquent children this
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quarter for his field work, and he said that he just didn't kmow how to apply

his case work techniques to the delinquents down in Hell's kitchen so that -they
would be more socially adjusted because "those kids almost have to carry knives
to defend themselves in that tough district.”

The thing which impressed me was the cosmopolitan background of the group at
the party. They came from all over the country and I don't think that there was
one native New Yorker in the bunch., Wost of them seemed to be well traveled as
they mentioned India, China, Japan, Vienna, England, Mexico, and other countries
in relation to various parts of the conversation., Yuriko told about the insane
asylum she saw in Japan once which treated the patients by putting them under an
ice cold waterfall until they were "shocked" back to their senses. I don't know
if that is very humane, but the group felt that this sort of treatment was probably
the predecessor of the electrotherapy treatments on psychotic cases.

We didn't go to sleep until around 2 ayem last night as we were reading the
papers for awhile after we got home, and it was so humid. We can't leave the
windows wide open yet as Yuriko has not had a chance to get cheesecloth to keep
the mosquitoes and moths out, In the movies, I used to see shots of people sleeping
out on the fire escape during the hot weather and I think I understand why now.
This sort of heat is much more penetrating then the dry hot weather we had in
California or Arizona. The New York School student told me last night that it was
advisable to take a light course this summer as it would be too difficult to do
any systematic reading but I have already reserved my courses.

It was too warm to sleep comfortably so I got up about nine and I carried on
a little ¢onologa with myself in the hopes that she would wake up and pet breakfast,
but she slept on and on. Yuriko does a lot of strenuous activity so that she needs
more sleep than I dos I went out and got a haircut to see if that would make my
head any cooler, and then I came back and swept the kitchen floor. Yurike still

slept on. Now I am typing and maybe that will wake her up. It is almost 11:00
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and I have a oless to attend this afternoon and evening. I may work on one of my
class papers the rest of the morning if I get ambitious.
Later:

It was so warm this afternoon that I got sleepy in class, It is such an une
comfortable humidity. This evening, I had to go earlier for another of the inter-
views given to new students, and this was much more pleasant than the first and we
had a nice talk for an hour about how to measure a good social workers Then I
went to listen to Dr. Kenworthy lecture for two hours on schezophrenia, It started
to storm suddenly so that everyone got wets Yuriko came down to the subway station
to meet me with her umbrella, She said that she didn't want me to get all wetl
She pot a little afraid while walking down a dark street as three zoot suit fellows
were eyeinpg her so it was quite a relief to meet me.

Yuriko said that she spoke to Martha about having the accompaniest with the
studio, but it will be decided later. Yurike felt that it was no use in having a
fight about this matter and maybe she is right. She also heard from Jean Erdman
that she could use her studio for #25 a month on a half time basis, but Yuriko
doesn't now what to do since Martha already sent out the announcements. I would
say thet it is going to be & very expensive deal for Yuriko since she stands to lose
15 times the Erdman rentals by using the Graham studio, but as she says, "A £50
guarantee weekly isn't bad either, and I'1l still have my private students so I
can earn close to §100 a week for those six weeks," I puess it's no use in getting
greedy. I never made that much in one week so I'm not a good financial counsellor.
All T kmow is that Martha pulled a fast one on Yuriko, and Yurike is being loyal

to her by giving her the benefit of the doubt! There is no doubt in my mind as the

picture is pretty clear.
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11:00 AM, This is the minute when there is supposed to be a minute of
prayer to honor the war dead, All over the country, mothers will go te military
cemetaries to mourn for their sons killed in the ware. There will be prayers
and flowers; statesmen and priests will say that it was not in vain; people
will say that we don't want any more wars. And tomorrow, the discussion will
start all over again about the atomic war, It just doesn't make much sence,
General Eisenhower said the other day in the papers that he thought all wars were
stupid and "an evil whose outbreak is the result of human errors, humen ignorance,
human pgreed."” Yet, we are so self righteous in belieying that Russia is now the
puilty one so we have to prepare to fight here. Mo wonder people become disillusioned}
Evervone feels that wars are stupid, yet we are stampeded into them because some
of the militarists are able to yell so loudly that they get the people to believing
that there is no other alternative, and it is made irrefutable by glossing it with
patriotism so that nobody will dare to question the lies invented by the war
mongers, Then, the only thing left to do will be to create more national cemetaries
to bury the dead of the next ware. I just can't believe that the lesson of the
past war has not been learned, I hardly believe that the vast majority of the
publie is in favor of our present foreign policy which is attempting to line up
the world aganinst Russia=-=which in the long run is clearly an attempt for world
domination by the U,S. and England., There must be a saner way to achieve world

peace, It is already getting so that anyone who talks about world peace is in

danger of being accused of being a Commmnist, but now more than ever it is necessary

for the public to speak up and teke a stand.
I have a day off today. The rain has stopped, and it is cool and sunny outside
for n change. Yuriko is still sleeping, but she will get up in a little while,
We haven't any definite plans for the day, but we may go out for a walk or go to
a movie later. Every time we plan to go to the movies, something else seems to

come up so I haven't taken Yuriko out for a long time. I saved 10 from my
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allowance this month and Yuriko wants to be sure that I spend part of it on her
recreationl In this eity, that amount will not go far if used for commercial
recreation, Ve seem to be able to get our enjoyment out of doing much simpler
things, and we certainly have had sufficient social 1ife in the past couple of
weeks, I should finish up one of my class papers today so that I will have the
rest of the weekend free. Yuriko has been working hard and I want her to get as
much rest as possible so she can remain sweet and loveable, and have sufficient
energy left over to make waffles for breakfast once in awhilel She should make
me go on a diet as I have pained six pounds this year from her delieious cooking,
Yuriko manages the household very efficiently and she tries to allow me as much
time as possible for school worke My first gdarter hasn't been bad at all, rather
easy going without any nerve wracking tensions. Just having Yuriko makes every-
thing so bright and happy, and I think we are having such an interesting time out
of our marital adventure since it pets better and better with each passing day.
We like to brag and say that the reason for our compatibility is Love blended
into two agreeable personalities without any room left for any area of conflioct.

Yes, I am very luckyl

We got a long letter from Mariko, and our feeling was that she missed her

avocation by not becoming a society gossip writer since she gave us all the news
of her social contacts recently, We were rather surprised to hear that Miteh

was in a veteran's hospital with a light case of spinal meningitis, We concluded
thet Mariko was living a much more interesting life than Alice, whose letter was
all about domestic matters in the birth of her new baby and so forth; but we
couldn't decide who was the happier, In the long run, we thought that Alice

would have the more satisfying life, but Mariko hever would be able to settle down
into a family life like Alice because of a difference in personelities, From what
Variko says, Emiko is doing very well in nursing end quite enthusiastic about it.
Bette still does not kmow what she is going to do. I still think she made a big

mistake in not going into nmursing after she got through with the U, of Chicago,
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but I didn't want to put the pressure on her since it was her own decision andl

was in the army at the time so that I couldn't talk to her sbout it so much.

Maybe she will work around for the next few years and then get married, but it
is too bad that she doesn't get into something which will pgive her a sense of

satisfection.
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113100 AM: I just pot up a few minutes ago, altho I have been awake for a
couple of hours. We didn't go to bed until quite late last night. Yuriko is
still sleeping and building up strength for the terrific housecleaning we are
planning to do this morning or afternoon.

Ve had an interesting day yesterday. I jumped back into bed about noon and
it was about four before we persuaded each other that we should arise. Ve are
having enother honeymoon, I guess, because we felt so lazy and lovey-dovey. At
first we planned to go to Coney Island end visit Marjorle and look at the sights.
Yuriko said I only spent .75 cents on her last month end I'm sure I spent at least
.80 cents ! We only went to one movie, I think, so I told her that I would take
her out to dinner and a movie yesterday. We finally decided to go for a wallk as
it was 80 nice outside so we started walking down Houston Street to Second Avenue.
I wanted to drop in and see the director of the Presbyterian Labor Temple, Rev,
John Duffy, who used to be a student at Us of California when I was there, but
he was not in. Ve browsed down Second Avenue through the Italian and Jewish district

and Yuriko bought some Nylon stoockings. Peanuts and cherries were congumed to

satisfy Yuriko's hunger. It was so much fun just walking around that area, Finally,

we wandered over to the Styvesant Housing project and wished that we could have
an apartment there and we talked about getting a home some daye.

Around six we dropped in on Sue and Lizz. They live in a little secluded
building with an inner courtyard and a lot of artists have moved into that building
nowe This was the place where we first went while apartment huntings Sue and
Liz have put a tremendous amount of work into their apartment and it looked quite
modern and refreshing. The girls built most of their furniture and they did a
marvelous job in decorating. We met one of their effeminite friends, Tom, who is
a pilanist and I thought that he was a bit strange. Sue told us that her mother
back in a small town in Kansas would be quite shocked if she kmew her daughter was
living amongst such a Bohemian crowd. Her mother is an active member of the DAR,

and socially active in Kansas while Sue is the other extreme politically, I felt
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that in a way it was unfortunate that Sue did not balance her sctivities up a bit
because she is so engrossed in her labor interests that she has forgotten how to
be a woman too. She is 23, attractive, and could be most charming if she did not
act the part of a militant feminiet so much. Lizz is a brilliant girl about five
years older and she has been a great influence upon Sue's mental development., It
appears thet Lizz sort of resents it when Sue attracts men. Most of their friends
now are extreme left wingers, and Sue has been quoting the Daily Worker more and
more in her comments on various issues, I don't object to their beliefs, but feel
that they should be less aggressive in trying to overpower people emotionally with
it as they will get much better results that way. Sue doesn't recopnize that
people have different degrees of political beliefs even in the liberal and progressive
camps as it is a matter of "either or" with her, She pets so impatient when I

say that it is healthier for the country to have many politicel attitudes, altho

we would like the more liberal trends to be dominante, I think that Sue will gain

maturity in time and I have a feeling that she will be a very effective force in
the labor movement eventually as she has a sharp mind to work with,

After we left Sue's apartment, we wandered over to first avenue. Our original
plen was to each a Russian dinner, but we also had a choice of Jewish, Italian,
Roumenian menus. We ended up in a Chinese restaurant right in the middle of the
Jewish area, and it served a most satisfying meal. The prices were about one=third
less than in Chinatown. Vie were so stuffed by the time we got through that we
decided to go for a walk before going on to the movies. We went over to fourth
avenue and looked in the book stores and curio shops. In one shop, we saw a
lot of old fashioned pictures and there was a sign "Cet yourself an ancestor for
ten cents."

When we got to Washington Square, we found that the budding artists of the
Village were having an outdoor exhibit so we wandered all around looking at the
various paintings. Many of these artists earn part of their living by drawing

sketches of the tourists who come to look at the paintings. It is one of the
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scenic spots of the eity since the park setting itself is so beautiful. Right
down the street, one can pass drunken derelicts who are sprawled flat on their
backs on the pavement. Two blocks south the Italian area of the Villapge starts
and this is where we live, By the time we got home to get ready to go out %o
the movie again, we were both so tired that we dillied around and finally decided
not to go at all, So we spent a cozy evening at home reading, playing eards,
listening to the radio, resting. For a change, we did not eat anything as our
Chinese dinner kept us satisfied.

Yuriko said that she had seen Duggy briefly, and Duggy had asked Allan
about our apartment., According to Allan, he does not have any intention of
kiecking us out as he understands what a great deal of work and expense we put
into the place, However, he told Duggy that if his mother has any pleans of
moving in herself, he could not do anything about that but that she should not
use him as an excuse. So we were right in the first place when we felt that
Mrs, Ohta saw how nice this place was and decided to move in herself, Joan
and Duggy will try to bring Allan over sometime so that we can talk to him
about it., We would like to buy the furniture or get rid of it so that we will
not have to continue paying #15 a month extra for the use of a few sticks of
furniture which we didn't want in the first places Congress is threatening
to raise rents 15% unless the public can put the pressure on it., The Republicans
are determined to help the wealthier interests in this country at the expense
of the masses and this is just another step in its program. The Republican

income tax bill is up before Truman now, and it is a gift for those who earn

over $50,000 per year but there is little relief for those making $5000 and

under. I hope that Wallace forms a 3rd Party in 48 as I think that he would
have a chance to win. The Democratic Party leaders like Wallace like the

Republicans liked Wilkie, Idealistic men have a hard time as politiocians,
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Yuriko said that Ethel was still having a difficult time with her mother.
Mre, Winters came rushing down here to break up the idea of marriage with Pal,
and I doubt if she will ever give in. Her father pulled a paranoid stunt of
having a heart attack, and this will be used as a threat over Ethele--as if to
say that if he dies, she will be the cause. MNrs. Winters refuses to see Paul
at all, The town minister understood the situation and he tried to win ¥Mrs. W,
over but she is adamant so far. She is thinking of her own false pride more
than E's happiness. Mrs. W, no doubt feels that she will be a laughing stock
in her town if E, marries a "h athen Chinee." Yuriko was right when she said
that the people in that town were a bunch of hypocritical Christians, I think
Ethel should go ahead and marry, but she doesn't know what to do nowe Yuriko
ond I pive her moral support because it is her happines:, and not Yrs, W's
decision to make,
2100 pems

Our plans for ambitious housecleaning has not materialized yet as Ethel

came over to talk to Yuriko about the Studio., The whole thing is in a mess,

and it will depend upon whether Martha will pay for the accompaniest for the
course. They have to talk the whole thing over with her, Ethel is willing
to po into it since her pguarantee will be larger than what she made last year.
There is a chance that the whole plan will blow up, which would be unfortunate
from several different aspects. The whole thing boils down to the fact that
Vartha does not realize that she is taking advantace of the two girls, and it
is 2 little too late to make other plans now.

Tthel also told about a little of her mother's visit down heres It seems
that her mother is playing a martyr role, snd she sat around most of the time
in being a suffering heroine with the hope that Family Honor would win out over
love. The surprising part of the whole thing is that it has been effective.
We wore a bit surprised now to find that Ethel is uncertain about what she is

going to dos It seems that Paul's business partner, Worm, was seen and he told




31 May 1947, Saturday

Mrs, W, come things about Peul which sort of disillusioned Ethel. She felt

that some of her confidence in Paul was shattered. She mentioned that it was
about a girl in Vashington and "a few other things." I got the impression that
it was a funny time for these doubts to be coming in ot a time when another issue
was invelved. It is the boring from within tectics and my advice to Ethel was to
got straight on these things before she pgoes any further. It was the first hint
thet Vrs. W. is going to succeed in her mission to break up the prospective
marriage. It is hard to figure out Horm's motivations except that (1) he and
Paul are not petting along too well in business and (2) he does not believe in
intermarriage. He told Ethel that he did not think she would be compatible with
Paul since he was only interested in business and dance bands. This was the way
Yuriko and I felt at first, but we concluded some months ago that there must be a
deeper emotional basis for compatibility and therefore something that they had to
worls out by themselves., It is unfortunate that Mrs. W. is using such dirty tactics

in attempting to disillusion Ethel from marriage, and it is having an effect

altho Ethel will rationalize and feel that it is "incompatibility if the plans

do break up. Norm had no business putting his two cents in for the support of

Mrs. W,, and in her presence at that} The whole problem could be so simple,

Rather than endless discussion about all the "if's" in trying to predict the
disastrous outcome of intermarriape, it could be a simple matter of whether the

two persons involved was in love emough to want to make a home together. Certainly
it is true that Paul is materialistic, but that is beside the point, In the year
and a half that they have been going nround'together, and knowing each other fairly
intimately, Pthel certainly should have made up her mind so that she could feel her
position strong enough to stand up against her mother; but she didn't from what we
gathered. Mrs. W, won round #1, and Fthel looks like she is weakening under the
pressure. Overprotective mothers can be so meddlesome at times, and they are
positively dangerous when they feel their position threatened, Yorm is a bastard to
say such vicious things when he is supposed to be Paul's best friend and business

partner. Ethel said that they were not getting along so well in business, and that

may account for it.




