1 April 1947, Tuesday.

A dreary, rather windy, day outside and that's how I felt inside at

sohool today. I had two successive classes and I got very sleepy after

four hours of sitting. I enjoy the Culture course but the other students

do not think too highly of it. I suspect that this is because they are
getting so much of the psycho-analytical stuff in the other olasses that it
sort of rubs them the wrong way when it ie implied that the oculture may be
the greatest determining foroce and not psychiatric theories. My other class
was rather boring, a lot of quibbling over words used in research. I met
Kenny around one and went to lunch with him on 3rd Ave. I asked him whe ther
all the students took their training so seriously as those in my classes so

far and he laughed and said that they were new students "but they will ocatch

on." Even tho he says that, I still notice that Kenny himself does take it

seriously. I think that he was having some inner conflioct about the honesty
of letting me see some of his written papers; he does it all the time, but
there seems to be a subtle way of approaching these things. It is my philos=-
ophy that one will learn the field of social work anyway so if there are short
outs why not use them. I haven't found school exactly exoiting yet, but it
may be more interesting later on. Kenny seems to like it very much, but he

is & bit vague about his future--whether he will remain in NYC or not. He
said that a lot of the jobs were dwindling out, especially on the Federal
level due to the large cuts in appropriation. I don't think that he will have
to worry about a job as he is capable enough. Veterans are allowed to buy two
books for each course from their GI benefits so I will be able to add 8 books
to my collection for freel! The only catch is that the books have to come from
an approved list. I was planning to do some reference reading in the library

this afternoon, but I felt drowsy so came home. I just woke up from & nap.
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I'm sure that Yuriko is going to oross examine me about studying so I will
quit trying to avoid it and do about an hour's effort before she gets home.

I told her to have confidence in me as I will pass, but she is a bit worried

because it doonQ:t look like I am serious enough yet about the whole thing

and I look for all kinds of excuses to get out of it. It is a good thing I
have her around because my school adjustment would be much more diffiocult
otherwise. As it is, going back to school is more of a difficult process than
adjusting to olvilian life from the army or making marital adjustments! But

I already have class papers assigned so I have to make a start soon or it will
orash about my head in the final weeks of the quarter at school. I should be
very happy about my present setup because it always used to be a dream about
having all school expenses paid for and an extra inoome besides, but now that
I have it I take it for granted. I never could have gone back to school with-
out this GI Bill of Rights though. I met an interesting girl from India today
in one of my olasses--she wears her native costumes--and she wondered why I

spoke such good Englishi!

Later:

I've been reading all evening. Yuriko ocooked a delicious dinner and she
is still sewing--such a oonsoiencious girll I wish I could concentrate like
she does, but it seems that most of the things I read tonight didn't register.
I yawned most of the time and Yuriko had to wake me up once or twice, the sweet
dear! She is determined that I won't fail so I won't let her downl! GI's
have to report to wives like children to parents!

The Wallace speech at Madison Square Garden last night has provoked a lot
of thinking among those who are ooncerned with world peace, but it doesn't

look as if Congress is going to back down from its commitments with England.
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Kenny said that he went to hear Wallace and he was thrilled with what was
said., Yuriko said that Duggy also went. There were over 20,000 people
there so that this is evidence that Wallace still has a large following.

I think that he might have a chance if he ran for President in 1948 on a
3rd party ticket; we are not going to get much choice otherwise. The U.S.
was ocertainly cheated when the politiocians ran Truman instead of Wallace in
1944 against the wishes of the people. Wallace has been very consistent in
the One World idea but the administration polioy is to sabotage the UN just

like what happened to the League of Nations. Wallace said: "The needs of

a desperate people are being exploited, just as the 5onefolity of the

Americans is being exploited--for other ends. The truth is that the President
and his Republican backers are less concerned with the need of the Greek
people than with the need of the American Navy for oil. The plan to contain
Communism is second to that need... Hatred and violence abroad, hatred and

fear at home, will be the fruits of the Truman Dootrine."
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It was raining outside this morning when I woke up at 8130 with the
determination of going to the library to do reference reading all day long,
but my enthusiasm was dampened when I thought of the prospeots of going out
and getting wet so I ouddled up in the warm bed and escaped from this mental
confliot by going to sleep until around 10:30. Yuriko is worried that I do
not study enough, but I don't think that I am doing so badly. I never did
have too much of a habit of studying assigned lessons anyway because it has
been my belief for many years that true education is more than the mere re=-
gurgitation of assigned reading. Howewer, I have to conform to & certain
degree because a completely independent attitude will find me behind an eight
ball in time. I guess I am mentally lazy and I like to do things leisurely
acocording to my interests. It must be due to an inherent rebellion of
regimentation of mind or body which has its roots way back in my childhood=--I
no doubt will find out if I take a few more psycho-analytical courses! I
shouldn't be so sceptiocal of the noble purposes of the school, but I am afraid
that I was oonditioned to it once in Berkeley when W.I. Thomas laughingly said
that a man who had a phobia about an ant going into a erack symbolized his own
struggles to escape from the womb, i.e., mother domination! Some of the stuff
I hear at sohool is almost as silly becausé I think social workers have a
tendenoy to stretoh psychiatric impliocations way beyond the original context.

However, a lot of the stuff is valid and I did read an interesting textbook

on psychiatry last night. I find to my dizocomfort that a lot of socialwork

techniques I learned in 1941 are already outmoded; education must be a never
ending proocess of the search for truth. However, one ocould spend one's life

in keeping up with all new developments and never have a chance for applicatien,
and that would be a very futile pursuit. I got a note saying that my field
work assignment would be up on 88th Street in a Publioc Welfare Deparment unit

so I will go back to training for social work after a lapse of about six years
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despite the fact that I had some experience in the interval. My chief ocon-
cern now is that it won't rain on the days I have field work because it
wouldn't be so good to be physiocally uncomfortable as well as mentall

After Yuriko left for the studio, I spent all afternoon writing my first
class paper and now that it is out of the way I can look forward to a relaxing
Easter weekend. We have deocided to go up to the Bronx zoo as I haven't visit-
ed there yet. Yuriko said that Ethel would like to come along with us as Paul
is away on a business trip to Salt Lake and points west. Yuriko thinks it is
terrible if one is deprived of the opportunity to enjoy the benefits of nature
during Easter "when life starts." She said that she went to an Easter service
in Forest Hills once even though she is not a Christian. I'm so glad that
Yuriko sees the beauty of the everyday life about us. She has such a deep ocon-
sideration of other people and wants them to be just as happy as she is. She
practioally tiptoes about the house when I am supposed to be studying. In order
not to deprive her of listening to the radio, I have devised cotton ear muffs
so I won't be tempted to listen too when I should be concentrating on readingl

It has been raining all day, very miserable outside. Yuriko took her
lunch so she wouldn't have to get unnecessarily wet. She has been working very
hard recently and I feel a bit guilty because she does it so I will not worry
about financial matters during the time I am in school. She is always wanting
to buy me something as a gift. No wonder I daydream about her when I have dry
leotures in class. Yuriko does all of the shopping and cooking now and she is
even willing to do all of the dishes afterwards, but merely going to school is
no reason why I should take advantage of her since I am not that pressed for
time. She went to pay the rent yesterday and found out that the man who owns
this building is the corner newsman so she buys the paper from him now.
After we get our refrigerator installed, shopping will be ane asy task since it

oan be done for several days ahead.




3 April 1947, Thursday.

We have a new addition in our household. It is a Servel refrigerator!
Ever sinoce mid-morning when the three men hauled it up the stairs and de-
posited it in the kitchen, it has been the center of our attention. While I
went to class this afternoon, Yuriko called the plumber and he came to oomnnect
it up. She must have had an interesting conversation with him from the way
gshe desoribed it. The plumber was a veteran and he told Yuriko that most women
thought they were queens when they got a refrigerator and tried to tell him
how to fix it up, but that she was the most pleasant one he had met in the past
months. They had a discussion on the art of living and decided that most
New Yorkers did;c;:lxjoy what they had so they missed out on such things as brows-
ing around interesting neighborhoods. By the time he left, the plumber sald
that he would come by in his oar sometime and take us for a tour of the oclty.
Yuriko said that they got into a disoussion of race, and the plumber's philos-
ophy was that too many people wasted their time being prejudiced, but he got
over any attitudes of that sort when he was fighting in the war and his concern
now is to live and enjoy it to the fullest. However, he said that he didn't
believe in marriage as he would lose his freedom so Yuriko gave him a long
lecture on the happiness of married lifel He told her where we could buy a

stove at a discount from one of his friends, and that is the next project we

will think about if our financial status is sound enough.

We now have possessions in this aﬁartment so it feels like our home. The

only thing that worries us is some insecurity about how long we will remain.
Yuriko has been buying the paper from the newsman on the cornmer and she found
out that he owned this building. He told her that he only charged $30 a month
rent for this apartment so Mrs. Ohta is still making a 50% profit each month
for the rental of a few stioks of furniture. I wish that she would take it all

out as we oould get new stuff much cheaper in a period of a year.
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Yuriko is cooking steak for dinner now. She has all sorts of plans about
what she is going to put into the refrigerator, such as chilled foods, desserts

and so forth. We feel that it gives us stability to own something like thatl

I went to olass this afternoon and it was more interesting than the last time.

We talked about social group work and its relationship to democracy. The in-
structor tried to convince us that the army was getting more democratic so all
of the ex-service men laughed and laughed. I have a cless this evening and
that will be all for the rest of this week.

In reading the paper, I wondered if the point made in class that demooracy
was strengthened year by year was true. The new trend of thought--expressed
by James Burnham in Life--is that war with Russia is inevitable so we should put
an iron ring around her and eliminate communism in order to make the world safe
for demooracy. No wonder other nations of the world are growing alarmed about
the imperialistioc polioy of the U.S. It looks like we are the ones guilty of
trying to rule the world. We expeot to do this with the atom bomb and our wealth.
Demooracy certainly must add up to more than that. Wallace and his Comman Man
seems to be forgotten in the mad rush to protect wealth. Yuriko and I don't

want our refrigerator atomized though!
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Last night's class was very techniocal and it suddenly dawned upon me
that I would have to bear down in order to catoh up with the rest of the
class who had the first half of the course. Yuriko asked if I had lost self

confidence, but I told her that it didn't put me in a good mood when I thought

of the prospect of digging into a lot of techniocal books. I had good in-

tentions of going to the library from early this morning, but it was so com-

fortable in bed that I didn't get started until after lunch time. Yuriko

sent me off feeling very contented as she had cooked a delicious brunch for

us. I think she just wanted to have the pleasure of taking a lot of things

out of our refrigerator. We sat very pleased and looked at our new possession

after we finished eating. Then I went to the library, but sad to relate I

spent most of my time just browsing. I looked through a number of books

W.I. Thomas had written and was surprised that tiere were so many. Also read

a number of magazine articles on the contemporary scene and concluded that

there was hope for the world after all. I came home feeling like I had ac=-

complished a great deal. I did take a couple of books out though and I plan

to start reading them soon. This matter of school adjustment is more difficult

than I had antiocipated, but I think that I haven't been doing so bad thus far.

It is very hard to sit in olasses and listén to dry leotures which I am sure

came out of outdated books. Some of the profs have been at the school so long

that they haven't kept up with recent trends. It seems that way when we are

assigned books published over 15 years ago and I am sure that more recent things

have been written. I haven't put in an order for my GI books yet until I get

a chance to look through all of them and find out which I want to keep the most.
Yuriko has been of terrific help to me in my school adjustments because

she plans everything to revolve around me. She has such an unselfish attitude.

She would come home after teaching and cook, wash dishes and do everything with-

out saying a word, but I am saving that privilege until I am really pressed at
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schooles As it is, she does most of the work about the houses Now that we
have a refrigerator it will be easier to do shopping for several days ahead.
We have a surplus again from our food pot so that we plan to stock up with
extrase Ve declded that no matter how often we had a money surplus in the
food pot, we would not cut down since this is the last item in owr budget which
should be decreaseds Yuriko is very efficient at plamning and we have choice
foods all the time nowe There has been a slight decline in the cost of food
in the past few weeks, but most of the oredit is due to Yurike's capable
management

Thus far, we have made favorable adjustments to the new situation and
there ian't any doubt in our minds that any confliet will develope I think
that the main reason is that we like to cooperate and do things for each other.
Yuriko says that this is much more important than maldng money. Her philesophy
is that one should enjoy living, and that's vhy we get so much pleasure out of
little thingse I doubt if I could have made adequate adjustments at school if
Yuriko were any other type of persomalitye. She says that she has "studied" me
so that she knows how to handle me when I get difficult, but admits that it
hasn't been a hard job since I don't give her much opportunity to get alarmed
about behavior and mental attitudes on my part.
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We are having ocat trouble again, and I certainly do regret that I was
not firm in evioting them from the vent above our bathroom. It rained
furiously last night, and most of today, and when I came home from the barber
shop this morning, Yuriko said that there was a horrible smell in the bath-
room. Upon investigation we discovered that there was a leak and it was bring-

ing all of the oat deposits down into the room. We had to flee out of there

as it was so bad and I still haven't been able to figure out how I am going

to remedy the situation. By the democratio vote, Yuriko elected that I go in
and olean out the mess so I stuffed some cotton in my nose and got a lot of it
eliminated. The odor still was strong so I finally sprayed the room with flit--
at least it changed the smelll Anyway, this is our reward for feeling sorry for
those cats! I will have to figure out some way to get them out--maybe set up
another box on the roof so they will have shelter. This building is so old
that we get worried every time it rains for fear of leaks. Pee-yew, those
smelly oatsl

I didn't feel in the meod for studying last night or today. Yuriko caught
me taking a nap a couple of times when I said that I was going to study so I
had to tell her that I was formulating the outline of a olass paper in my mind,
but her response was, "you were sleeping so don't liel"™ I hope that I am not
getting diffiocult for her. It's hard to keep awake reading a lot of the dry
books assigned, poor mel

Yuriko and I went shopping this afternoon in the rain. We bought about
six dollars of food for the weeckend, and extra things to put in ourrefrigerator.
As we got out on the street, I suddenly discovered that I had been short changed 354

'

but Yuriki}%ilzuva me at first. I wanted to go back and demand justice, but
Yuriko said that it was my fault for not counting the change while there. "But,

I never ocount the change and besides I trust people," I pouted. To which Yuriko
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reasoned, "There isn't anything you oan do about i% now as it is too late."
Then I thought that a wife should at least stand by her husband in moments
of orises, and it made me sore to think that the salesman took me for a
"suoker" so I was all for going back for a showdown. Yuriko went back with
me so that I could resolve the principle of the issue but she wasn't too
enthusiastic. I was mad that I had been taken advantage of in that way--
espeoially from a Co-op store, but when Yuriko wouldn't raise her volece with
mine, but "I'll be right behind you for moral support" I decided to let the
matter drop. I walked home in a huff.

Yuriko raised my morale by cooking such a tasty dinner: we had ham steak,
candied sweet potatoes, peas, rice, plokles, tea, lettuce and avocado salad,
And, we will eat cur dessert of fresh strawberries and toasted English muffins
in a little while. Such meals we have been eating latelyl We figured that we
could spend extra for tonight eince "we would have had to spend at least $4 a
plate for a dinner like this if we went to a restaurant!"” We have steak again

for tomorrow unless we go over to eat at the hostel. Yuriko has been working

all evening finishing up her $25 or $30 suit she is making (jacket and skirt)

so that we ocan wear our new things tomorrow for Easter. But it looks like it
will rain again so we won't go to the Bronx zoo this week. Ethel went up to

Boston to be with her folks so we won't be seeing her as planned. I've been

reading the papers all evening so I guess I won't get any studying done again
this weekend.

We listened to Truman's speech over the radio this evening. It sounded
noble and inspired, but didn't appear to be more significant than political
strategy. The old game of politios gambles even with international peace.
Truman said that international freedom was based upon Jeffersonian demooraocy,

and that the U.S. now had the responsibility to give this inalienable freedom
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to the oppressed peoples of the world. He based this plea also upon the
Monroe doctrine and that we must stamp out the smoldering confliocts which
may spread out over the world since it was up to the U.S. to put out this
fire. It sounded idealistic when he said that we must stand guard at the
edifice of freedom whioh was the U.N...that the U.N. was Man's Hope, but we
must supplement its funotions! I guess Truman feels that Russia won't take
up the challenge so he esaid some bold things. It's a pretty risky path he
is committing this oountry to. Truman also said that prices must come down

in order to preserve our domestic economy so that we could take our place in

the preservation of democracy in the world., He made some strong statements

that free enterprise did not mean that they could take license and abuse the
profit motive because of greed. I think that an OPA continuation might have
been more effective in preventing the inflation now with us. We are just be-
ginning to pay the price for the past war and the lesson has not been learned.
It's hard for one to be optimistioc about the world future when there is such
turmoil going on now. And the question inevitably arises: "how ocan one person
among 2 billion in the world do much in the way of political action?" People
are too busy thinking about what to wear for Easter, how to make a living, and
things like that to be too oconcerned about people outside of their small
community. We get more and more education, but that doesn't make the problems
any smaller, only more ocomplicated. I guess human beings are destined to live

in a vicious oircle because of their own mistakes in the past.
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The weather miraculously favored NYC and the temperature rose over 30
degrees overnight. It was around 76 degrees today and the first time this
year that we have been able to go out without an overcoat. It was so beauti-
ful and warm out, really spring. We got up around noon and decided to go to
the Bronx zoo so Yuriko rushed the completion of the button holes on her
jaocket and we got all decked out in our new outfits "like twinsl™ A little
boy called us "show offs" when he saw us. There were terrific erowds out all
over the city, but few informally dressed as we were. We had a very nice time
wandering around in the zoo, but we found it more pleasant to go to the botan-
ioal gardens. It was 8o quiet and peaceful there and everything was just on
the verge of getting green. We followed a small stream all the way through
the park and hiked around for several hours. We ended up in the Jewish distriect
in the upper Bronx, but the housing was much better there than on the lower East

side. It is Jewish Passover Week so that all of the stores were closed. Many

refugees live up there and they all sit on chairs out on the sidewalks to gossip.

I+t looked much more neighborly than downtown. Millions of people were parading
up and down Fifth Avenue, but we didn't venture down there as we lmew that it
would be too suffocating and we preferred to be out in the open air. We had
such a marvelously good time tool

Around 6 p.m. we went over to the hostel, and Yuriko's parents wondered
what had happened to us since we haven't been over there for about a month.
They seemed to be quite happy to see us. Since our bathroom had a strong cat
smell in it yet, we both took a bath over at the hostel before we left. We
had dinner there with the Issel cook and her two daughters. Joanie is still
a problem girl; she likes everyone to urge her to eat and then she acts
contrary. She had a nervous breakdown, no doubt from a combination of many
frustrations end mental anxieties. Joanie likes to be contrary and aggressively

seeks an argument by saying opposing things, but we refused to be bothered--just
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felt sorry for her. Her sister was much friendlier and acted more normal.
The mother is a very nioce old lady; she has been in this country over 30
years) speaks better English than the average Issei; likes us because we
enjoy her ocooking so much, including the Japanese dishes.

After dinner we played ping pong for a while and completed the process
of exhausting ourselves. Then we sat around in the living room for a while

and talked with her parents. Mrs. M, said that she was quite worried about

one of her orphaned naphawu. but her brother in Japan would not send his

address for fear that Mrs. M, would send the boy all the things from Amerioca
and forget him. Mrs, M, sald that it was her duty to help the boy and that
her brother had property so that he could make his own living without too
much extra help.

Mr. M. talked at length about his future plans, He said that the hostel
was not expected to be open beyond Ootober of this year and perhaps 1t was
just as well since resettlement to this oity had dropped to a trickle and he
only had a residue of people who were not willing to do things for themselves
staying on and on at the hostel. He was quite concerned about their future
because he felt that an economic depression would hit this group the first
sinoe they had no specific skills. He thought that maybe they would get out
more on their own if they were not so dependent upon the hostel. As for him-
self, Mr. M, said that he was diokering for the purchase of another cleaning
shop in the German distriot. He also said that he is going to look at some
land in Westochester as he thinks there is a great future in gardening out here.
He felt that he ocould make a good profit on chrysanthemums the first year,
but that he was thinking of developing a new process of seed planting which
had been perfected in Japan during the war. He said that it inocreased the
yleld 60% by this process and he was planning to go into partnership with the

Issel who had the rights to this process in this country. Mr. M. has put in
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an order for a station wagon and he asked if I would oome to Detroit with him
late this year to help drive it back. Mrs. M, did not seem to be so opposed
to his plans on this ooccasion, but she was rather sceptical that he ocould
really do all of these things, and very concerned about the risks in losing
money. Mr. M's stock answers to her fears are that she should stay home and
take care of the dog while he made the moneyl Yuriko said that her parents
must think highly of me now because they wrote glowing letters about her nioce
marriage to the relatives in Japan. We also found out that Kazuo got married
in Japan as his parents thought that he was getting too old to be a bachelor.

He will probably remain there indefinitely and the chances are that he will

be working for the U.S. for quite some time as the occupation is going to last

for some years according to present military plans. Kazuo can't find a decent
sult in Japan so Yuriko is going to help Mr. M. shop for it next week. She
also plans to make her mother some dresses and skirts for her birthday present.
Mr. M, liked my jacket very much so Yuriko said that she would make one for him.
I hope that Yuriko doesn't take too much upon herself, but she usually manages
to complete what she sets out to do.

The Italian family downstairs is ocelebrating Easter until late hours; I
wish that they would find some other tune to play on the piano as it gets a
bit monotonous to hear the same thing month after month. They seem to have

large family parties on every holiday and they certainly do enjoy themselves.
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Today was my first field day at the office of Public Welfare on 68th
Street, and I was so tired when I got home that Yuriko allowed me to take
a nap after dinner for an hour or so. I have read a bit this evening, but

my concentration powers are low, I plan to go to bed in a few minutes as

it is no use foroing myself, despite all of my resolutions that this would

be the week that I would dig into my studies. I know that I will pass, but
I shouldn't get overconfident or I might find myself in difficulties at the
end of this quarter. My mind was preoccupied all evening about the cat
problem on the roof. I went up there and found that the cats have now moved
out into & box, but from conditioned habit the kittens still ocome down the
vent to deposit their wastes and the unsanitary condition gets worse. I spoke
to the Italian woman who owns the cats and she was sorry because "it stinks"
but she didn't understand much English. The vent is so old that the covering
has been broken to bits and that is why it leaks so much. My problem is to
get lumber to build a new top for it and to clean up the mess,which will be
a stinking job indeed. I would like to do it before the rainy season starts
as it will certainly inconvenience us to have a pee-yew bathroom because
Yuriko's friends might wonder what we have been eating when they come to visitl
My first day at the Publio Welfare unit was physiocally and mentally ex-
hausting, but I think that it didn't prove to be as much & hardship as on the
other new students. There are two student units there. We were in group and
individual oonferences all morning, and I think that it won't be too diffiocult
for me as my supervisor, Miss Loughrey (pronounced Lockrey) seems to think
that I am pretty experienced and she has already given me three cases. I don't
know any of the state laws or administrative procedures but I scheduled home
visits for Wednesday as I figured that the best way to learn was to get started

and not stew around the office getting all complicated in a lot of details whioch
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will probably never be used anyway. Miss Chan, a student in the other unit,
thinks that I am very brave for planning to go out on a home visit during the
first week there.

I am in Unit #23 of the Department of Public Welfare and this includes

the area from 79th to 118th, and from East River to Fifth Avenue. Most of

our oases will be along East River since there are a lot of rich people living
near Fifth Ave. The distriot is a very depressed one, orowded, high rates of
death from various digpeases. It includes Yorkville (German section), Irish
distriot, Puerto Rican area, and part of lower Harlem. The Puerto Rican problem
is the most acute since so many of them are being crowded into that district

and housing is terrible. It should be an interesting experience working in

that office.

There are 10 students in our unity most of them have been there for two
quarters already. The supervisor handled me individually as she said that I
didn't need as much instruction as the other students, Right around the build-
ing there is a fire station and I watched the firemen practicing jumps from
our building at lunchtime. I think that I made & mistake in not going to lunch
with the others but it was too cold to walk seven blocks and I didn't have my
overcoat since I antiocipated warm weather. I walked around the PW area. Hunter
College for girls is there as well as a police court, foundling home and various
other social institutions. I have to acquaint myself with the city--and also
the state laws--so that I will be more at ease in doing this work. The super=-
visor took us on a tour of the building and I noticed that a great many of the
applicants were Puerto Ricans. One of my cases will be a Puerto Rican (father
& former mental patient, illigimate son in the family, poverty stricken, mother
now having her fourth child and it should be born by the time I go there this

week, eto,) My other case is a 73 year old Irish widow on old age assistance.




7 April 1947, Monday,

I haven't read the third yet.
I met all of the students in the two units, but I do not recall their

names. Most of them seemed to be fairly matured. There is one Nisei girl

from Hawaii, two Chinese girls from China, and the rest are caucasians (many

of Jewish descent). There are no Negro student workers in our unit, although
a number of the regular civil service workers in the building are Negro. I
don't know why they send the Negro students mostly to the agencies in Harlem--I
wouldn't like that sort of treatment!

Yuriko has been ironing my shirts all evening and she is so tired now.
She just called me to tell me to go to bed as I have to get up early again

in the morning to go to classes.
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Yuriko worries so much when 1 don't study so I sneaked in here on the
pretext of writing an outline for a class paper after reading a book for 40
minutes . . . spring fever is in the air and one must enjoy the beauties of
nature. I attended two classes today and we have some very good discussions.
I am one of a few in the Culture class who enjoys it, but I suppose that is
because I have been "tainted" with sociology. Most of the class have pretty
well absorbed the psychoanalytical approach of viewing individuals and they
don't like it when it is taught that the culture may also profoundly influ-
ence personality. I don't see why they get so distrubed about it because
there really is no conflict, but students have a habit of oclinging vehemently
to the latest things they have learned without really testing it out and I
think that this is the root of their non acceptance of the Culture course.

I went to lunch with Kenny and invited him to bring Kimi over for dinner
on Saturday. It was such a warm afternoon that I didn't feel much like brow-
sing in the library so I came home early. Yuriko was just leaving for work
after cleaning up the house and shopping. 5She said that she had arranged to

have some music written for her projected dances in the fall--at $10 per
line. It was a good thing that she left the house because I finally got

around to starting a most unpleasant task. I went up to the roof to clean

the vent and it was the stinkingest job I have ever done. The vent was

jammed full of trash, rags, old bones, dirt and so forth. After chasing the
oat family out, I took the rusted top off and began to reach down for all

the junk. When I got halfway down, the stench became horrible. I was using
a stiok to unoover the trash, and I got a sick feeling in my stomach when I
uncovered a dead kitten which was orawling with magots. The Italian women all
leaned out of the houses and made remarks about the stink and felt sorry for

me. The woman next door was so happy that I was ocleaning up the mess because

she just ocouldn't open her windows on account of the smell. It was really
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her fault for allowing the cat to live in the vent. But she was most helpful

and she loaned me a dustpan and other things. 8he couldn't speak English but
we got along fine by the use of sign language. The stench got so band that
I motioned to the Italian lady that I would like cotton for my nose. She
smiled happily and ceame running out with some perfume which she proceeded to
dab on my cheek! I don't know what a 200 pound lady would be doing with such
delicate perfume, but it did help. After two and one-half hours of hard la-
bor I finally got the mess all oleaned up. I poured disinfeoctant down the
vent to try and purify the space. This evening I went up again to haul the
boxes of Jjunk downstairs through the other house as it was too diffioult to
bring it down from the roof of our building. I also built a temporary top
for the vent, but will nail it down as soon as it is completely sanitary.

The unpleasant job gave me such & headachs that I napped until Yuriko
came home. We had a late dinner, but I didn't tell Yuriko about the prize
I found in the vent for fear that it would spoil her dimner. She has some
kind of secret desert we are going to eat in a while. Yuriko isn't doing
any sewing this evening, just reading PM. ©She bought a blouse for her mother
and plans to make a skirt and dress for the birthday present. The whole
evening is gone now, and I didn't study again after all, tsk, tsk! I must

reform soon.
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I had quite a busy day today, spent most of the morning reading publie
welfare department policies and wrote letters to my new cases. This after-
noon, I went out on my first ocase and did not have any diffioculty with it.
Didn't feel nervous or go through the anxiety pains which new students undergo
because I have had some previous experience in this sort of thing. My ap~-
pointment was for one, and since the Hostel was only four blocks from my
first ocase I went up there for a 30 cents lunch and got much more than what
I usually get in restaurants. /

There was a kibel boy with his wife and child having lunch there, and he
said that he "read" about me someplace. Said that he knew me in SF but I
didn't recognize him. At that time he was in domestic work and used to
chauffeur Mariko and her crowd around the bay area in his employer's car.

He was at Gila, but left early so that he wouldn't get drafted--later put in
four F. Worked in a defense factory in Chiocago until end of war and then

oame to NYC. Has been working in domestic work with his wife, but claims
"Jew" employers are "cheap" and they want much more for their money. Thinks
that he will go back to the coast and do farm work as he is tired of this
oity. Never did get settled during resettlement as everything to him was just
temporary.

I had coffee with Mr. M. afterwards, while Mrs. M. played solitaire. I
don't know if I embarrass her or not, but I notice she goes to great lengths

about why I don't speak Japanese, what I am doing, and so forth to the Isseil

and Kibeli residents there. I don't think she likes it when I tell Kibei

that Jaock is married to a caucasian as she thinks it has something to do
about reflection on her; but, all in all, she seems to have accepted my mar-
riage to her daughter fairly well. The kibei boys said, "Gee, you got mar-
ried to pretty girl, yo?"

Mr. M. apparently is serious about buying property up in Westchester
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oounty. Said that he went to look at it yesterday and he wants to buy the

five acres for $3600, claims it is virgin woodland and it would be wonderful

for a nursery. He said that Mr. Usuami wrote that he was coming back to NYC
from Chiocago due to change of plans, and Mr. M. thought that it would be nice

if we ocould drive up to see the land in Mr. U's car some Sunday. There is no
house on the property, but Mr. M, says it is only 25 miles and he could commute
or else build a "shaok" temporarily. It is in a very wealthy suburban ares with
many mansions around the place and a private airport.

Yuriko just got home and she is busy cooking. She said that she had a
nice day at the studio. She heard something on the radio about Adler shoes
making one "elevated" and giving great self confidence with the women so she
asked if I needed a pair. I thought that I did well enough getting her with-
out high shoes so that was the signal for her to delay cooking for a while to
smooch. Ethel was supposed to oome for dinner but the plans were changed.

Setsuko wrote and asked about using my case data, but I referred her to
U, C. for permission. She got some sort of grant from Rosenwald Foundation
to make a study on the Nisei and she described quite an ambitious project. At
least the Nisei in Chicago are going to get studied a lot; there are quite a
few writing a thesis on them. All I want to do is to get my thesis finished
as I certainly don't intend to devote my life to writing about the Nisei
problems as some will no doubt do. There isn't any future in it.

My interview with the Valez family went off very well, and I wrote up

an 8 page rough draft report on it before I came home for the day. The other

new students are still reading oase records, but I think it only confuses
them; the best thing to do is to go out and get started. The Velez family
certainly is a oomplicated one. The father is a former mental institution

case and now a religious fanatic; Mother pregnant and expecting next week;
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oldest son--age 9--illegitimate and with personality and school problems; lot
of sibling rivalry among the three children; 2 year old son likes to orawl
into the kitchen and turn the gas jet on because he likes the hissing sound

so they have to put a board across the door. The family has to exist on a

budget of $141.00 a month and with rising prices it is diffiocult so I may be

able to get some temporary extras. I think my oase supervisor will allow me
to use my judgement as she seems fairly pleased with my progress thus far. I
wrote a very detailed ocase report this time because that is expected of new
students--including almost the number of times Mr, V. blew his nose and things
like that. The family originally ocame from Puerto Rico, but they are not
foreigners since they have U.S. citlzenship. The Velez family are causasian
types and not Negroid like so many of the recent migrants from there. That
area is so ocongested that many families double up in apartments and many of
the restriotions placed upon Negroes are applied to the Puerto Ricans. It's

a hell of a mess.
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Not too stremuous a day. I had a class this afternoon, and one this

evening, Just got home, The process of adjusting to school is smoother now
and I don't mind the classes at all, In faet, I am getting interested in
some of them, One of these days I have to start thinking of writing the
class papers since I don't want them to all pile up on me at the end of the
quarter, I worked on one last night until 12:30, The floor must be thin
because the noisy family downstairs were disturbed—-I heard the son yell
something about getting a broom to hit the ceiling., I guess I must be more
considerate hereafter, but it certainly is funny that they should protest!
Yuriko didn't urge me to go to bed since she was happy that I settled down
for the evening., She was asleep when I quit,

Yuriko hasn't been feeling well, but nothing definitely wrong. I think
that she is not used to the early hours of getting up and she has been

working hard lately. She cooks breakfast every morning, and lately cooking

at night, even doing the dishes. I sit in class sometime and daydream about
how considerate she is and I get lonesome for her! This evening she went
to the benefit performance for the miners killed in the Centralia coal mine.
Woody Guthrie is on the program so Yuriko went with Majorie since I had a
night elass, I got some GI books this evening so now I have something to
do this weekend,

Yuriko and I were talking about GI insurance last night. I allowed my
policy to lapse after I got out of the service and I wondered if I should
renew it. We both felt that we expected to be able to provide for our old
age and not to die young so I'm not doing about it. We should have some
sort of protection but we can't afford it right now. We are optimistic that
one of these days we will get economic securityl

Significant news item: Jackie Robinson is going to play with Brooklyn
this year-~the first Negro to get in the Big League.
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Well here I am at the Public Welfare Office and it is only mid-afternoon

but I have finished all of the assigned work for the day, It is so nice
today that I don't feel like reading the manual, I went out on a home visit
this morning and had a pleasant visit with an old Irish woman, 77 years old,
who is on 01d Age assistance., Mrs. Toohill is preoccupied with death and a
lot of her discussing hinted that she was "nmot long for this world."™ Despite
this attitude, she seemed to have a mmarkable sense of humor for one who 1is
so lonesome, She has outlasted all of her relatives and her chief concern
now is to get a new dress so that she can go to the Great Beyond leoking
"decent.” She is not the demanding tyre of case and was very reluctant to
ask for the extra budget allowance which I will try my best to get for her,
I don't see how she is able to manage on $62 a month, but she gets by. Mrs,
T. told me a lot of Irish stories and a great deal about her earlr days in

this country. She came at the time Grover Cleveland was president and thought

that this was a iand of abundance until she saw the long breadlines in Massachusetts.

She was only 17 then and had to go to work in a mill for 15 hours a day at

low ray. Eventually she got married and after 50 years her husband died so
she was left alone, Mrs, T. has one sister in Mass. whom she has not seen

for 60 years, and a brother in law who is a "bad" Trishman for changing his
faith to Baptist. Said that this relative had swell cars and pocketed all
of the money given for the Lord for his own use. She told the story with

such a sense of good humor that it was fumny. I think that I will bLe able

to get along nicely with her, Mrs. T. has a practical outlook on life even

at her advanced age. She said that since the age of 17 she learned that it
was best to look on the bright side of things, "but you young reople have more
to worry about with the atom bomb and things like that." She said that while
coming over from Ireland the ship got in a storm and everybody started to pray
but she went and ate oranges because she felt that it would be too bad for the
fish to get them,
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The area where Mrs. T. lives is a part of Yorkville and porulated thickly
with people of German extraction. It was so nice out that I walked baek to
the office through this section and enjoyed the sights. At lunchtime T went
to a little Jewish restaurant with a group from the office to eat pastrami
sandwiches, All of them rushed back to the office to wor: early, but another
girl and I walked towards Central Park in order to enjoy the fresh air. Her
name ig Iris and she is very politiecally conseious I found out.
later:

When I got home I found a note for me saying that I should not cook.
Yuriko did all of the shopping for the weekend and T don't lnow how she managed
to come out so much ahead, She has been buying earefully so we had a couple
of dollars surplus even after she bought all of the food for the weekend.

When Yurio came home we decided to buy a gallon of California wine with the
extra and next week we will get some needed rots., If food prices comes down
a bit we will be able to get household utilities a bit at a time., I still
don't see how she managed so effieiently though=-I think that the grocery
and vegetable salesmen gives her more than when I shop beecause they fall for
feminine pulchritude.

Yuriko went to the Railroad Bemefit last night and said that it was a
fair gathering, but she heard emough folk songs and banjos to last for a long
time. Woody wrote a couple of new songs in memory of the miners killed. This

evening Yuriko is starting the housecleaning as we have company tomorrow

evening. I wish that she would take it easy because she has been doing a lot

of danecing this week with all of her rehearsals and classes.

Announcement from Emiko saying that she will graduate from nursing
school next week. 3 yrs. certainly went by fast and she is now much better
prepared for a job than Bette, Y. sent Mom an Easter ecard.
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Afternoon: A warm spring day outside provided little inelination for

strenuous mental effort. Yuriko has just left for the studio to teach a
private student and rehearse for the Harvard concert, leaving behind striet
orders for me to diseipline my efforts towards academ’'c subjects., All morning
long, we cleaned the house and we can't understand where all the dust came
from, Yuriko cleaned the kitehen and the living room thoroughly last night
for several hours and exhausted herself. She didn't ask me to help, but I
felt a bit guilty as I just sat here and typed on a class paper so that my
weekend would be free., This morning I got up around nine and waxed the floors
of the two rooms, making a lot of noise so that Yuriko would see how strenu-

ously I was laboring but she slept soundly. I then went to the postoffice and

picked up the package which contained the steam iron sent by Mariko--at last!

(We had reconciled ourselves to waiting until the year's guarantee ran out
before receiving it.) T made breakfast and Yuriko finally came., She looked
much better and refreshed after a good night's slumber, She sat near the
window in order to allow the warm sun rays to flow all over her, and said
that it was my turn to write to Mariko and thank her—=but, I reminded her
that according to Emily Post, the wife was supposed to send letters of thanks,
Her comeback was that she would put the letter in the postbox if I wrote it.
Further, she added, Emily Post did not authorigze drinking coffee with a loud
slurp as was my custom,

After breakfast, Yuriko reviewed the housecleaning task needed to be
completed and assigned me to dusting the window sills., However, I found a
shoeshiners kit out on the fire escape so spent most of my time fixing it up
for use as a hassock as well as shoebox-=getting double utility out of the
object. Yuriko happily never does nag me and she finished the bedroom and
study by herself altho I made a gesture and mopped up. Then we smooched for
awhile and it was time for her to leave. I don't know what Yuriko has been

doing but she mentioned that she earmed $85 this week. No wonder she looked
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80 tired the past few days. She said that her work came in streaks and she
wanted to have emough for our next months budget in case her income dropped
sharply., I think we are mightly fortunate when I think of how relief clients
have to manage on a budget of $140 for five people.

Kenny and Kimi are coming for dimmner this evening and it is my job teo
cook since Yuriko won't be come until about €:00, I just finished reading
the boollet on pressure cooking so I think that I will experiment with the
chicken and surprise Yuriko. She is so agreeable that she never gets irritated
with me, but she doesn't like it when I tell her that when water is boiling,
it can't get any hotter so don't waste gas! When I notice a troubled frown
growing on her face, I quickly make amends because she might get angry and it
could lead to our first big argument! In three more days we will be celebrating
our seventh month of marriage and it certainly has been a happy period. I
never realized that i1t could be possible for two people to get along so nicely

with an optirum fever of love in this relationship. Yuriko says that some-

thing must be wrong with us because we don't crave social activity and we are

so smug being by ourselves. Well, it is interesting to be home alone with her
and it certainly keeps us happy. We never lnow when a great passion is going
to seize us so we like to be alone when we feel in the mood for smoochingee

which seems to be continuously! I'd better read a textbook now and quit this

spring fever for now,
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Kenny and Kimi came over for dinner last night, and since Yuriko was
rehearsing, I did the cooking. We had a nice quiet dinner. Kimi doesn't
drink so we didn't get any liquids other than wine, lost of the evening was
epent in 1light talk, a bit about school and work, and some gossip. Kemny is
getting worried about his future plans since he graduates from the NY school
by the end of September. Contrary to my belief, he said that social work
Jobs were not too plentiful here in NYC since all the best social workers like
to be here, The wage rate is still low, but going up due to Union pressure,
fenny felt that this was the only city in the country which had an excess
of aprlicants, He said that Nao Hoshino, who was in my class in Berkeley is
still looking for a job after three months of searching, Kenny felt that he
might have to go out of town, but he didn't know how he would adjust to that
as he would like to remain in NYC. He thought that he might go to Hawaii
if an opportunity rresented itself. "At least," he remarked, "I don't have
to worry about my family supprort sinece they own their own farm in Reedley now
and I personally had the pleasure of paying off the last installment on the
mortgage before I came back here.," He said that the Japanese farmers in
central California were having a difficult time because they gave up their
land, but the few who hung on "are really raking the money in now due to high
prices."

Kim' remarked that they had seen Warren and Betty recently, but confided

that she didn't seem to have much in common with Betty. Yuriko said that she

felt the same way. Kimi then went on to tell more about Betty. She said that

Betty's family made a great deal of money on war contracts during the war and
her family was very well off so that Warren had some feelings about marrying
into a "rich family." Betty's mother is flying out here this summer from
Hawail to "see what Warren is 1like," and we all felt sympathetie for Warren,
Fim' sald that Betty never did any reading, and she couldn't see what common

interests they had. We all agreed that Betty did have a handicap in not
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being exposed to progressive ideas, but Warren was making some progress.
Kim' thought that Betty would eventually force Warr:n to go back to Hawailil
with her, "because she ien't very secure without her family and seems to be
influenced by them a great deal."

Later Yuriko mentioned that we would like to get out of the city some-
time as we liked to hike and Kimi said that they liked those things too and
thought perhaps we could make future plans for an outing., Yuriko sald that
Duggy might be able to rent a cabin for the summer near NYC and we could go
out weekends. It all depends upon how heavy my schedule is in the summer
months at school, KXimi is emerging as more of a personality now that we know
her better and she talls guite readily. She used to be so quiet. Kemny
also acts much more at ease, and indirectly said that he did have a heavy
schedule at school last quarter so was preoccuried in the last few weels of
the term.

We had purchased 67 pounds of chicken, assuming that they were heavy
eaters, but only Kenny did justice to the meal., So this morming, I steamed
up some rice and chicken and fixed up a container of hot coffee for Yurike
to take to the studio for Martha Graham because she has to have a special
diet and "eats mostly out of cans," w; felt sorry that she couldn't enjoy
foods like us. Yuriko has to rehearse until three so we were up by mid-
morning. She wanted me to go to Washington Park with a book and &it on a
bench and study, but this would be too much temptation for me to loaf so I
will start reading a psychiatry book soon as I finish the sunday papers.

Washington Park is one of the most beautiful spots in the city right now as

everything has turned green and all the students from NYU, mothers with

children, tourists, Village 'artists' and many others go there to enjoy
nature in the middle of the eity. I would prefer to get further into the
country where I would not see the Empire State Building when I looked up.

A lot of artists display their paintinzs in Washington Square when it gets
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warm. Kenny said last night that there were two young Nisei artists he kmew

who lived around here. One of them, Coke Sonoda, is so broke that Kenny giwes

him his old clothes. He lives in a loft with about six other struggling
young artists, The other Nisei, Geo, Kmnoshima, is married to a Eurasian
who supports him and he is happy just painting all day long, but Kenny didn't
lmow what would happen to this ideal situation if the wife suddenly decided
that she didn't want to go on with that arrangement. Both Coke and Geo., were
on the campus at the time the war broke out and I met them briefly on several
occasions but I had no idea that they were "artistie,”

Now to go read the sunday papers!
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Thies is our seventh months anniversary so we had a special breakfas%

and it was difficult for me to dash off to the office., I suspect that

Y riko is planning to cook something speecial this evening as I ’just got

home and there is a note telling me not to cook. I wns over to the hostel

this noon for a 30¢ lunch since my case for the afternmoon was around that
area, They fed me so much-——after the rest had left the table Mrs. I brings
me chicken and Mrs, M. gives me coffee and cake, At the hostel I met a
girl, Rosemary Sugiyama. She is a kibei, speaks Japanese most of the time,
and is very reserved. I was struck by the fact that individuals certainly
do adjust in different ways. Rose came back from Japan about the same time
as Yuriko and went to the same high school in lLos Angeles. But she has not
become very accomodated to the American life to the same degree. Rose is
now going to Teacher's College and majoring in English teaching as she plans
to go back to Japan to teach there, as I don't speak English so well and couldn't
get a job here, Mrs. A. said that Rose plans to find a husband in Japan
because she does not have much of an opinion of the Nisel or Kibei.

We had a group conference in the office all morning so I didn't get to
my case until afternoon. I went to visit Mrs. Sorace who proved to be a
most interesting woman, looking much younger than her 38 years. She told
me that her husband "married" her 17 years ago by saying "we are married"
because ghe didn't Imow the customs of this country since she had just arrived
from Czechoslavalia., Then her husband borrowed $700 from her to go to school
and never had a job other than WPA, He was put in the army in lieu of prose=-
cution on a forgery charge. Before he went into the army, he married amother
girl in the Bronx and had a child by her, Then he returned to Mrs. S. and
had another child (making 3 in all,) Then he went to England with the army
and married an English girl and had two children by her. He now is in the
merchant marines, and Mrs. S. said that she was through with him, Her

children are legal since it was a common law marriage so she is eligible
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for the Aid to the Dependent children program of assistance. She manages her

household on $127 a month,

Mrs, S. said that she used to have TB of the lungs, and she has had

one lddney removed. One of her sons stutters and is having behavior problems
at school so I have to see him eventual’ly in order to work out some kind of a
program for his personality development, Mrs, S. told me a lot about her
youth in the old country and how different the customs were here, She thinks
that she will stay permanently in the US with her sons since they would be
maladjusted if they went to her native land, and she doesn't kmow what
happened to her own family since the war, Mrs, S. said that her 14 year

old son has taken up smoking, but she doesn't like it and wanted to lmow if
she sho'ld forbid him, I thought that force would only mke him sneak behind
her back and suggested that she try reasoning first, She lives in a four
room steam heated apartment with only a 20 monthly rent, but the building
is so old, It is right in the middle of the area in which the Puerto Ricans
are pouring in, Mrs, S. seems to be pretty democratic as she said that she
was a foreigner herself and she didn't look down on anybedy, but a neighbor
of hersobjects to "foreigner:=" coming into that area as "it will force the
property values down." It's the same old story! We had a nice discussion
and my next job is to see if I can get the dep't to buy a suit for her son

who is getting confirmed next month, and work later on other problems.
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Yuriko is starting evening rehearsals again so I haven't seen much of

her in the last couple of days, although she must think that I want to get
rid of her in order to be with my books, I was writing one of my class
papers last night and sort of got preoccupied and felt so guilty because

I thought I was neglecting her, It was our 7th month amniversary too and
Yurike cooked such a special dimnner, We had a little time this evening
before she went to the studio, Yuriko said that she went shopping with
her father in order to help him shop for a suit for Kazuo as they can't
get good ones in Japan., They had lunch together this noon and Yuriko said
that her father was going to buy the property up in Weschester county in
her name, so theoretically we are landowners! Yuriko felt that her father
would be able to make a go of it so that i#imight be the future he was look-
ing for all these years, Mr. M. at one time wanted to be an operatiec singer
and he spent three years studying in Italy but cameback to the U.S, just
at the time of the depression so he never did get started outeide of giving
performances in the Japanese ecommunities. At one time he wanted to build
up a nursery business in order to help struggling Nisel artists by giving
them part-time work, but the war interferred with this plan and he had to
sell out, Since them his plans have broadened so that he wants to help
out all of the evacuees so that is why he has stuck with the hostel and
entered the cleaners field, I think that he still plans to opem up another
cleaners shop as he feels that it quickly repays the original investment
and he wants to build up some capital in order to put it into his nursery

farm project., If it is successful he will be able to encourage other

Japanese to do the same., He doesn't anticipate any opposition from the
wealthy landowners up in Westchester county. I hope that he will be able

to make a success of itj; he seems to have plemty of confidence in the project.
Mr, U and another Japanese is going into the project with 1im, T believe,
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Yuriko had to teach an extra class this evening so she came dashing

home for dinner, and much to her surprise found me fast asleep although

I tried to tell her that I was "thinking" about my paper, She says that

she 1s going to create a dance called "Pleasure of Escape" hecause she has
gotten so many pointe from me the way I alibi im order to postpome studying,
It was such a nice spring day today that I got drowsy in my second dull class.
We hearia lecture from Mr, Rodriguez who told us all about the Pusrto Rican
cultural background, native superstitions, difficulties in adapting to the
fast tempo of NYC life, sanitary ignorance, and so forth so that we would
have a better appreclation of them in our cases. The thing which struck

me about his talk was his constant reference to "low classes" which he
implied were the residue who came to NYC and were primarily "eolored" or
"mixed" and not pure castillian white like himgelf--as if he were apologetic
about them, It was a bit peculiar coming from a social worker, But on the
vhole he gave a very realistiec presentation of this newest immigrant group,
who, after all, are U.S. citizens and entitled to all bemefits of the country,
From another angle, which Mr, R, indirectly touched upon, the native popu-
lation has been so exploited by U.,S. capital that it is little wonder the
standards of the masces are so low, Over 50 years of U,S, democracy did
little to improve the standards of living of Puerto Rico because the
economie basis was denied to them by large U.S, sugar corporatioms which
wvere only there to make momey.

There are over 300,000 of these Puerto Ricans here now and I don't
blame them for being very suspicious of Americams, Other minority groups
feel that they are "superior" to this group and they rightlyresent it, Just
the other day I was over at the hostel and Mrs, A, made some remark about them
being so dirty and didn't know how to match colers im sewing buttoms om
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slothes. I could have told her that Issei used to dress just as ridicu-
lously but refrained, I think that this culture course is very good for
social workers because it gives them more of am appreciation of other

cultures as they tend to evaluate too much from the point of view of owr

culture and this is a serious mistake when analyzing personality diffie

culties of other groups as it puts too much emphasis on the psychoanlytical
interpretation without regard for the envirommental background, For this
reason, many of the students are violently opposed to this course as it
geems to attack their cherished and newly acquired concepts learned im the
school, The trouble, it seems to me, is that social workers go overboard
on the peychoanalytical approach without really mastering there tools.

I didn't remain at school to study my assingments as I got sleepy and
bored so I came home in order to type, but I read the papers instead and
took a map so that the evenming is half gome already. It is going to be
mighty difficult to concentrate whem the hot weather comes., I think that
I am getting into the swing of things at school mow and I will no doubt
struggle through despite tendencies to be bored at times.

A short time ago, I lintened to a radio commemtator attack Wallace as
treasonous and it must have been too reactionary for even the poor radio to
stand as the object is on the blink nmow, From the way Wallace has been
attacked by our politicians, it sounds as if war with Russia were just around
the cormer., It is a sad commentary om our famed freedoms whem a man can't
express progressive ideas amymore, It seems that we Jjust don't want te
tolerate any new ideas amymore, but that is how fascism got a hold in Germany.
How stupid to say that he cammot speak of the problems of the world! We
geem to he bent on a path of intellectual isolatiomism as well as economie
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and political, Wallace has just as much a right to speak as Truman, and

I think he says a lot more, It is a sad state of affairs when the great
American leaders think that only their ideas are valid and that all com=
peting views must be suppressed, and I certainly never expected to see the
day whemn the Rankin UneAmerican Committee would be judged as the guardians
of our freedem! Thank Gosh, we do have men like Wallace who says "I shall
go on speaking out for peace vhenever mem will listen!"™ But certain members

of Congress wish to try him for treason for "sabotaging our foreign policy"

in ppeaking ageinst U.S, military aid to Greece and Turkey. We certainly
do need a progressive third party movement if that is going to be the

majority view of the Republicans and Democrats,

There seems to be race friction going om in this meighborhood, A navy
man wvas beaten up for living in a house owmed by a Negro, and a gang has been
going around beating up several Negroes and Jews right around here in order
to keep Greenwich Village "pure." It's so stupid because the thinking is so
warped, A council has been set up to combat this intolerance and more patrol-
men will be put into this area, Ome of the beatings happemed only two blocks
avay., This is supposed to be a "liberal" area tool I can't understand things
like this, but there are always a few with warped minds in any society,
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Each time I go to the Public Welfare Department for field work, it
rains--and today was mo exception', I got caught in it this afternoom and
my sult was quite scaked, I left my one and only hat in Chicago since I

am not used to wearing the objects but I guess I will have to invest in
be

another one /cause the elements are so severe out here, I spent most of the
morning in conference with my supervisor and she seems to think my work is
satisfactory thus far., I went up to the hostel for lunch again and had a
nice meal. Mr, M. wouldn't take any payment for the meal as he said that

I vas "one of the family," but I would rather pay as I would them feel freer
to eat there, and it is much cheaper than going to a restaurant. Mrs. A.,
the cook, always gives me special foods when I come over and wants me to
wvarn her in advance; today she gave me cake, It was Yuriko's mother's
birthday yesterday--she is 55--so she thanked us for the blouse which

Yuriko had sent over, She also mentiocmed that Yurike got some clothes from
Helen McGeehee which she was going to send to relatives in Japan, Mr, M, and
I had a discussion on his nursery farm plans, He seems to be concerned
about getting enough momey to finance the five acres which he will develop
for a nursery. He said a number of things which indicated that he kmows

his flowers.,.wants to raise crysanthumms the first year as he figures he
can gross §10,000 on it since he knows from experience that it does mot have
to be raised in a hothouse like they do out here, He said that he has seen
these plants grow in the smow in Japan so that it could withstand the May to
October climate., He also has some ideas about developing some Japanese buttom
plants vhich camnot be growm in Japam, It seems that he is confident that
he can get back his initial investment in ome season if it turns out right, _
but he hasn't the complete finances yet and may borrow from a bank, He wants
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to keep the land owmership clear but there will be a couple of others going
in with him on the Japanese fertilizer introduction to this country., He
saild that he wvas going to experiment with it by growing azeleas which he
bought cheaply from some florist., He also has ideas about growing #1 roses
from slips through a secret process of his,

I was thinking as he talked that perhaps Yuriko and I could invest
some money in his project, but I didn't voice it as I don't want to get
involved too deeply, but I sounded him out enough to find out that he has
done considerable planning about his project., He will try to open a
cleaners in the meantime as he figures he can make $30 a week or more clear
from it, Yuriko and I talked it over this evening about investing and we
concluded that it might be a good idea as it would help him out. We don't
expect any profits, but we would want to get our initial capital back, The
land will be in her name anyway, Mr, M, said that he and Yoshio could grow
the first flowers by themselves, but he would have to buy a small tracter
and send to Califormia for the slips. Mr, M, wants us to go up to Westchester
vith him on Sunday in order to look the place over, We felt that this was
one way in which we could work for future security but do not expect to
make a profit out of our loan, If Mr, M, makes a success of it them he
will have security so that we will not have to worry about supporting them
in later years so there is a double purpose in our thoughts. Anywvay, we will
give it some thought in the next few days. There may be a possibility that
we can get a GI loan to buy the land if we decide to go into it since the
interest rates would be cheaper, It's all a possibility and we haven't

made any decisions,

q M. gave me some plctures and letters from her relatives in Japam
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to give to Yurike. Yuriko gave me a rough translation. It seems that they
are so grateful for the things sent from America, and they express how
difficult it is to live in a country which has lost the war because of

the inflatiomn.,.mention that sweets are a luxury and how they practically
fight for the things which are sent...also congratulatioms om Yuriko's
marriage (Mrs, M, must have given me a build-up) and they wonder if Yurike
got pretty! What they said in their letter shows that the masses do mot
profit from war,

In sharp contrast is the Puerto Rican family I visited this aftermoon.
They are still waiting for the new baby to arrive and the home is so dis-
organized. The husband looks like he is going to have a breakdown any day.
It 1e so hard for a family of five to live om a $127 budget and momey is the
main thought in their lives, Under such a situation it is understandabie
that they just don't have any long range plams, The old man wants to go
back to Puerto Rico, but the wife wants to remain here, I don't know what
kind of a future is in store for the Velez children because I can't see
how they are ever going to arise beyond their deprived level when they are
so handicapped, Mr, V. has heart trouble, and he ean't work and the three
children are all under 10 years of age, They don't know anything about birth
control, and our agency doesn't have any right to mention the subject because
of the strong opposition of the Catholic Church, So there just doesn't seem
to be any kind of a solution for this family but to go on being publie
charges year after year with an increasingly large fanmily., It is mot fair
to the children, but soclety doesn't seem to much care about these things.

Politics and war doesn'4 ecomeerm this family much as the only thing they are

interested in is to find some measure of security which looks almost impossible
at the present time,
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Yuriko hasn't been feeling well today so she did not go to her daneing

class this afternoon., She taught this morning, but the forces of nature on
women made her feel indisposed for the rest of the day. She needs a good
rest anyway as she has been using up a lot of emergy lately., She is
planning to sleep all moraing tomorrow and I feel tempted to do the same
thing as T had a strenuous day at the office today and my first class
tomorrow is in the afternoon, I will continue work om my paper this evening
and try to get it out of the way.
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I haven't much done today. Got up about 8:30 and typed all morming om
my paper. Yuriko was feeling better when she arose about 11:00 and she cooked
a delicious breakfast for me. She did a quick job on the shopping as she had
to rehearse this afternoon. I went to my group work class and it was fairly
dull as most of the stuff was a repetition from the last lecture,

I cooked dimner and ate it alome since Yurike is teaching a class until
7:00, I've been passing time reading some papers and shortly I shall leave
for my evening class, I think I may stroll up there this time as it was
fairly warm, One more day of field work and them I will be through for the

week, I haven't done much studying this week., The NY School is fairly easy

thus far, I did get some more books on the GI benefits and I will have a
small but ecetly collection of professional books on the govermment by the
time I get through with the year of study., Each book costs about $5.00 and
I couldn't possibly afford them without the GI assistance,

I think Emikeo is graduating from nursing school this evening, We
haven' t corresponded much with the family since coming back from the visit
to Chicago as we have been too busy with ome thing or another. I guess the
family is getting on well enough., Most of my attentiom is upon Yurike, the
sweet thing, so family contacts have become very loose and a secondary
interest. When Emiko gets a job she will be able to help Mom out a bit,
Nurses are in quite a demand and I'm glad that she stuck it through since
she has something definite, It doesn't lock like Bette is going to go om
as she saidj she is entered in some kind of Nisei queen contest in Chicage.
I hope that she doesn't turn all of her interest into social activities as
it will not get her anyplace.
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I had a rather interesting day in the field today, and I made a couple
of home visits for the welfare department, Mre, Twohill is such a nice 77
year old lady, very lomesome, but full of Irish humor. I arranged for her
to go to the clinie to get dental platees next week, but she didn't think she
could make it so I told her that I would take her up there, It'e about 100
blocks so that it will be quite a trip for bher, Ske thinks that I am very
nice and 1t doeen't do much good to tell her that it is the taxpayers money,
Also arranged to get her money for a drees and nightgown, Mrs. T, is so
preoccupied with death and afraid that she will be found dead ome of these
morninge so she doesn't want to be in a pateched up nightgown, Vanity for
women doeen't have am age limit, I guess. But she got in a gecod humor and
said that when she gets the glasses and new dress "I will be very Irish and
walk down to the East River and I won't know the poor people." Then che pro=-
ceeded to tell me all about Ireland, County Cork to be exact, and vhat a
fighting Irishman her husband was. She is very lonesome but doesn't want to
go into an old folks home because "I have my pride" she says, But she may be
interested in paying in a boarding home, She doesn't have any relatives or

friends left because she has outlived them all, It must be a depressing

feeling to get so aged and have mobody. It doesn't cost me much effort teo
have social chats with her so we sit around and she tells me all about
"emowball" her cat, and her early days im the U.S., It isn't supposed to
be good case work practice to get too chummy with the clients, but sometimes
I think social workers get too involved in theories when they should be more
hunan, My supervisor apparently thinks I am doing well as she makes nice
caments about my records, I have to write them up very much in detail,

I dropped in to see Mrs, Velez after lunch, and she is just about ready
to burst but the baby still haen't come, Her husband was out handing out scme
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kind of religious tracts, Mre, V. thought that I would tell her husband
that che had sneaked out to buy some beer, but I told her it was not any of
my businese., Che gave some beer to Pedro, the two year old, and said that
in Puerto Rico they give rum to childrem, Just an old cultural practice, I
suppose, although 1t might shock some social workers, I guess Mrs, V.
thought that T wanted to help her so she ien't suspicious anymore, She

told me a lot about her sonm and how she doesn't get aleng with her religious
fanatiec husband, She wants to send him back to Puerto Rico as she doesn't
vant any more kids., I told her that she could get birth control knowledge
at the clinic, but she said that her husband objects to it because he feels
that God is sending children to him. But Mrs, V, is more realistic when she
says that four childrem is enough to have whem her husband is not likely teo
ever work again because of his heart condition., He tells the oldest boy, 10,
that he is 1llegitimate and if he is bad, he will send him to his real father
in Puerto Rico, It'e no wonder that George is a shy, withdrawm and baclward
child, Mrs, V, is very concerned about him so I said that I would try to
get him into a summer camp this year Later on I will try to work with the
father to cee if he can develop more understanding attitudes towards the boy,
They don't speak or understand English so well and it makes it hard to com=
mmicate with them, I went to the Union Settlement house aftervards to find
out about summer camps but didn't get too much information so will have to

go back again. When I got back to the office I wroteupvery detailed reports

of these two interviews to show "process,"
I really enJoy going out on these cases and I think that this practieal
experience 1s the bec-t part of my course at school, I still haven't done
much analytical work on these cases because there are a lot of immediate
things to be done and social workers sometimes get so wrapped up im interpreting
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behavior problems that they don't have time to do anything about it, I think
I have the advantage over some of the other new students because I have had
some previous e:perience and I don't wvaste too much time writing up records
as it comes fairly easily to me. There is one girl from China in the other
unit and it takes her sll day to write up ome report, and some of the others
take just about as long, I'm making friende with our office secretary so I
can get extra supplies to bring home!

During the course of the morning, I must have walked about 30 blocks or
more up along the East side. It was a nice day and I haven't seen that district
before.. It starts off as an Irish section, them Italiam mixed in, them German
(Yorkville) and Jewish, them Puerto Rican and finally East Harlem, A1l

throughout the area are scattered a mumber of Chinese restaurants, Along

nd Ave, there is a sort of 01d Worldish effect with 21l the small stores

end old people, The housing is awful through there, but I noticed in several
pleces vhere Puerto Ricans were fixing up deserted houses so that they could
live in them, Right along the East River are a few beautiful housing projecte
and thie city certainly does need a lot more of them,

I stopped at the hostel for lunch again. Mr, M, had a cold so he was in
bed, but got up after I arrived. There were only two or three people having
lwmch there today. Joanie and her sister do not eat with the other residents
because they claim that they don't like Japanese food, It really wasn't
Japanese foed—lMrs, M, called 1t Hostel Sukiyakie-so their objections must be
largely psychological; they don't want to be 'identified' with the rest of the
hoatel pecple hecause it might break dowm their belief that they are "differemt."
I got Joanle sort of sore because I made it a special point to ask her mother
for rice and tea (ochazuke) which is Japanese style for ending a meal! Her
mother likes me very much amd always brings me special desserts after the
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others leave, I can't talk with them much, but we mamage to conmunicate by
signs and broken phrases, I didn't get a chance to talk to Mr. M., about his

nursery project, but Yuriko and I have decided to "invest" a sum in it as a

sort of "loan."

I was very tired vhen I came home. Yuriko also had a hard day, and she
vent off to rehearse againm this evening, She said that Martha is going to
let her have her studio for the sumer vacation peried and Yurike will be in
charge of it, This means that Yuriko will be able to use the Graham name
and keep all the profits., Yuriko doesn't think that Martha will charge her
rent for the studio since it will be good publicity for her to have the
studio open the year round. And Yuriko will probably get a lot of new
students for Martha in the fall,

Yuriko cooked such a delicious dimmer, but afterwards I felt nauseated
and I lost it, It must have been slight food poisoning or maybe it was
because I wvas so tired, It can't be smallpox--everybody in the city is
getting vaccinated; Yuriko got hers today. She just left for the studio with
instructions for me to go to bed and rest tonight so I guess I won't study,
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Sue and Ligz dropped in Friday evening about 10:30 and they had tea and
vine with nue, and we talked until almost 1:00 AM about the state of the world,
Sue is still doing a clerical job im some factory amd trying to organize the
wvorkers, I found out that she is a U, of Chicago graduate, and Lizz too.
Lizz bas a private income, but her whole life is dedicated to the improvement
of the status of the working man, The two of them had beem to an AYD meeting
next door, and they said that some move had been made to try and make them
break up by labeling them a Commmist front outfit, Sue has very intense

convictions, but seems to be going a bit overboard im her anxiety to convert

the world, We agreed om most points, but Sue has taken social action in the
goals to which she has dedicated herself, She seems to be looking much
happier since quitting dancing., Both girls believe that the next five years
is going to decide whether we will have democracy or fasecism, but they don't
think that it can be achieved through evolutiomary methods without am active
group getting to wakem the masses up to the dangers of capitalistic control
and exploitations, We had quite a talk on the economic system which might
best benefit all the people of the world, how to eliminate internmatiomal
cartels, how to achieve peace, role of the workers in society, how to combat
propaganda inspired by the 'kept! press, whether economics or race was the
bagis of racial prejudice and many other things, Lizz said that it vas her
friends who were beatem up by the Village hoodlems and she described the Civil
Righte Congress meeting held on this racial incident the night before, Sue
saild that 1t was her impression that the people were finally getting "aroused"
to action but she did not see any permanemt solutioms in the present political
methods of the UN, By the time the girle got ready to leave, they were
getting "high" on our wine and I was afraid that they would dash out in the
streets and start the Revolution, I teased them a bit about having toe
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intense concentration on their convietions and thought that they should re-
lax oceasionally and not get fanatical since that method would never con-
vince people, despite the faect that I thought their fundamental beliefs
were fairly sound, They recommended that I read a new book "Men Against
Myths" by Barrows Dunham, "who is a Marxist of sorts but very realistie in
his approach to what is wrong with our society,"

Right after the girls left, I got very 11l and had all kinds of symp=-
toms which led me to the conclusion that I had a touch of food poisoning,
Yuriko took tender care of me all night, and I felt miserable with stomach
pains and back aches all day yesterday so I took a vacation from eating,

I didn't get any studying done either, This morning I felt a bit better,

but still have stomach pains, It was a sudden illness, We were supposed
to go to the country today but it was called off, We will be going to the
hostel for dinner in a few minutes, Yuriko is getting a head start by eat-
ing toast and coffee now, She had to rehearse this morning so she has a
very healthy appetite, Last night she had a julcy steak and I only got a
part of it because of my pains] She says I can't eat much today either:
"Restrain yourself, dear," she says, I did the laundry while she was at
rehearsal and she scolded me for using up my energy instead of resting in
bed, Now she is calling for me to get ready to go out to the hostel for
dinner,
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Got to the office a bit early this morning and I'm waiting for a growp

staff conference to begin shortly. It is a cold niserable day, almost 1ike

winter is approaching rather than sumer, Yuriko complained this morning
that her arm was bothering her from the smallpox injectiem,

Last night we went over to the Hostel for dinner and we didn't get home
until rather late, We had a very nice dinner prepared by Mrs, A, but her two
daughters Joanie and Kimi, as usual, made a spectacle out of themselves., They
refused to come and eat but just sat at the table and complained that they
didw' t like "Japanese food." It was a chicken dimmer, Mrs, M. got some
green tea from Japam which Kazuo had sent, and since this kind of product
has not been seen since pre-war days, she made an elaborate ceremomy of pre-
pering it, The water had to be so hot, the pot a certuin size, so much tea
had to go into it, it had te set a certain time, so much went into the first
cup, and se forth——semething like a Japanese Tea pouring ceremonmy. As usual,
Joanie and her sister refused to taste it saying that it was "bitter" and "we
don't care for those things," They drank some black tea instead, which I
thought was just as bitter. It was all part of their psychological neces=
sity for being classed as "different." All through the dinner, they tried
to get attention like little four year old children, Joan is the insti-
gator since she seems to have some sort of domimating control over her
sister. She is the oldest, around 28, When nobody paid any attention teo
her, she abruptly got up and left the table to go to her room, Later she
came back amd sat with us again whem nobody made a fuss, but her mother
looked very worried,

Afterwards, Mrs, M, said that the two girls were quite a problem for her,
because of the increase in the food budget. The girls do not pay for room and
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board eince the mother is the cook there, Mrs, M, said that she didn't

mind if they didn't do any work about the hostel and didn't mind if they

didn't pay for food, but she did object to the fact that the girls had to

eat speclal meals by themselves all the time and this cut into the hostel

food budget serionely. She said that the girls were alvays eating in-

between meale and called them "Cockroaches,"” She wanted to know what

could be dome. I thought that the girls should be ignored since it would

only nake it wmpleasant for the mother if a secene was made, and the girls

would only interpret that they were being further persescuted by “Japanese

vays," I thought the the M's could handle it indireectly by working on Kimi

since she 1s not as umstable as Joan, They could do this by encouraging

Kimi to go to work and getting a wider perspective of life., Kimi came from

Detroit and she is holding out for a §40 a week job, which is not unreasonable

desplte the fact that seerotarial workers do not get paid as high a standard

in this eity. Joan had a nervous breakdown some months ago, and for the

past three months she has been recuperating., She has a boyfriend in the

hostel at night and since he works late, Joan comes out of hibermationm at

late hours——and them powders up her face for the only time, We thought that

the only solution for Mrs. M was to hope that Joan would be married and that

might solve some of her emotional problems! y
After dinner, we helped Mrs, M pack and wrap several packages which she

was gending to her relatives in Japam. This is a very expensive undertaking

as the postage alome is quite large. Mrs, M. said that it was her responsi-

bility to her relatives to help them out and that she always did have a thought
\

that she would like to do social settlement work in Japan and this was the
only alternative., She was so pleased by the fact that she has discovered a
living mephew that she went out and bought a lot of boy's elothing fer him,
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She made the remark that the world would be dark for her relative without
her, Yuriko remarked that maybe ome of these days we would present her with
2 grandson and then she could buy all she wanted to for him, Mr. M was very
relieved that we took over the packing job because he said that his wife,
like all wemen, was always changing her mind about what to put in the
packages and they got into arguments,

We had a talk with Mr, M re: his plans for buying the nursery farm,
He said that he didn't lmow for sure what he was going to do about it because
he had te get so much capital together in order to invest in the chemical
formula for the fertilizer, As we got the story Mr. M and Mr. Ishimaru, a
graduate of Waseda U in Japan and at present doing translating work for the
govermment, is goimg into this project together. Mr, I has the contaets in
Japan and his family owns considerable property in California, but he needs
Mr. M, for "business head." They figure on importing $3,000 worth of this
fortiliger and advertising among Japanese farmers to experiment with it and
they thinkthat they can get back §10,000 on the origimal investment, which
will be expanded nationally if it goes over well, Mr, M said that he might
Just concentrate on getting a cleaning shop for the immediate present im order
to have some incoms coming in sinece he anticipates the Hostel will be closed

in October. At this point, I told him that we could lean him aroumd $750

which cuts deeply into our reserves., "That's good" he exclaimed as he took
us up, and went on to promise large interest., We told him that we didn't
expeat any interest, but hoped that he could get started this time as the
evacuation stopped him in 1941 when he was just getting well established im
the mursery, Mr, M, said that he was fairly confident of success onm this
venture, but that it vas a gaable too., The only hitch in the program is
getiing govermmental approval to ship the fertiliszer formmla in, It seems




that many Issel and Nisei have hopes of recupering their lost evacuation
fortunes by making a "big killing" through a business contact with Japan,
We figure that our loan will give Mr, M, a chance to get started in some-
thing since he has to make a decisiom about a change of jobs after October
anyway., He saild that Mr, Usami was going into a Coney Island concession
with his brother-in-law this sumer.

On the wvay home last night, we saw a lot of the younger Puerto Ricans
coning home from parties and churches all dressed up im very sharp attire,
It reminded me of the Niseli and Mexican "zoot suit" patterms and I bet that
in a few years there will be a lot of discussion about the Puerto Rican
"Nisei" problem without anything oonr!:ruotivo being done about it now, They
live under such disorganized conditions now that about the only thing they
can do to reflect "Americanism" is to wear fancy clothing, The gang patterms

among the second generatiom is already considered a "social problem" and there

have been fights with Harlem and Lower Bronx gangs--using Imives and home
made guns, They live in such a depressed area and there just isn't sufficient
recreational facilities available for them,

6:00 PM,

Yuriko left a note saying that I should not cook so I am following her

orders, It seems that she has been experimenting with the steam irom this

- afternoon as I notice some of my pants are pressed., She left a note saying
that she slept until 10:30 after she got up and cooked my breakfast and got
me off to the office.

I bhad a rather busy day in field work today. All morning we had a group
conference and at noon I rushed over to take Mrs, Twohill to the dental clinie
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up in the Bronx by taxi. It was such a miserable, rainy day for an old lady
to be out, I thought that it was so stupid to send her such a distance, but
later learned that this was the only dental clinic om Manmhattan, We had to
wvait for quite a while, but the receptionist gave us priority over a lot of
the others, The clinic 1s located in an old building, and the atmosphere is
not very pleasant, They seem to feel that old people are mot worth bothering
about. The dentist finally refused to take Mrs. Twohill om the basis that
she did nmot have a health report, and vhen I went to see the director of the
elinic I vas told that they did not want to assume any responsibility in case
any of the aged had heart failure while having teeth extracted., It didn't
do much good to tell him that in Mrs, T.'s case all of her teeth were al-
ready out and she only needed to have impressions for the dentures, because
they "had to follow the established policy." I was pretty burnt up, but I
couldn't show it because Mrs, T. was so upset and she hit the nail om the
head vhen she said that they thought it was a waste of momey to give old
people teeth. After I got back to her apartment, I tried to talk her inteo
going after the doctor's certificate but she doesn't want to see a doctor
because it represents a symbol of death to her. So my next step is to try
and get the medical department to make an exception in Mrs, T'e case and let
her go to a private dentist which the agency could pay for. It would be just
as cheap as making her go to the Bromx clinic five or six times at $4,.25 per
trip by cab, but then, administrative red tape is so hard to change, Mrs,

T s comment about at least getting a free ride out of it doesn't end this
matter, I'm having quite a job convineing her that she has a 1ife ahead of
her yet and dentures are important in these plans so I have to figure out
ways and means...at least try. I was so busy with this matter that I didn't
have my lunch until 4:00-—went to a German restaurant.
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Yuriko is home now and cooking dinner. She said that Shirley invited

us to dinner tomorrow night, We are supposed to have Clara for a dinmmer

soon, also Rhoda and Lamar, Rhoda is living up in the Bromx now with another
girl, but we haven't seen her for a long time, It's too difficult keeping
up with a lot of soelal activities when we are busy,

Yuriko tried a new tactic of being indifferemt to my "groams" while I was
111 and I learned that she has been getting advice on how to handle Men from
the umarried girls at the studio! . She told me that they tease her all
the time because she thinks I am so perfect so she let them in on the secret
that T am human and now they are trying to put their theories om how to
handle Men into practice by proxy, They all seem to be so interested in
finding a weak point in our happy married life, but Yuriko hasn't givem them
much satisfaction. She says she still loves me very mugh! I'm glad that I eam
come homeé from a tiring day at school amd field work to such a nice setting,
She just asked me if I still loved her and when I answered yes, she said
she would iron my shirts tonight),! It seems love has mercenary values too.
Yuriko is thinking of making a §100 coat and is surprised that I don't object,
I told her that I would eateh enough mice to make her a mouseskin coat but
she doesn't like the idea so much,
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I typed until quite late last night and finished up another of the
class papers, Today I got one back and was very surprised to find that
it was considered one of the best in the class, I still don't know any
morg.AAbout the subject of social research as it is a very dull course., It
is one of the "required" courses and I don't think that anyone appreciates
it too much. I got two more books through the GI bill today., We had a
stimulating discussion in the Culture course on Italian cultural practices
and now I think I understand a bit more why that family downstairs are so
noisys The old country Italian families had very strict codes of behavior
and there was a tremendous hold by the family institution. The loud
talking and extreme gesturing is a sort of compensation. In the Italian
culture there are many similarities with the Japanese ways, but not as
much pressure has been put upon becoming "Americanized,"™ I discovered

that of the 18 groups of Italians in this city, the Village one was of the

inrgolt. The Italian group has not risen as rapidly in the economic

scale as some other immigrant groups and their children, It is diffiocult
to understand the reason for this, but it must lie in the cultural effects
upon the personality development and the intense inegroup feeling,

Although there are many good things about each culture, I can't see a
cultural pluralism as the answer for this country, Dr. Hulbrett proposes
"Unity within Diversity® which is what Adamic also speaks about. One thing
I notice about myself is that I am much more comfortable about speaking

of these things in class. I got involved in quite a discussion this
morning because I thought "integration™ was the best solution and some of
the Jewish students stressed ethnic unity. I felt that the more one became
secure in the evolving American society, the less tendency there would be

to have conflicts about maintaining identity with the parental culture-=
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whether it was good of bad--but they believed that it was best to hold on
to many of the traditional views, regardless of the political position of
the mother country at the moment, It might be a good topic for a thesis
and I am getting some ideas on it,

I spent most of the afternoon at the library taking notes on the
question of social control of the mentally deficient and when I got home
I was chagrined to discover that I had all of the data in one of my own
books here, In a few minutes I will be leaving for Shirley's where we
will have dinner, Yuriko left a note saying that Rhoda was here for lunch,
and the two of them ate up all the nice choalates which Yuriko has been
denying me until I get over my stomach disorders. Just for that, I am
going to eat huge quantities over at Shirley's, Looks like new labor
troubles are due this year because Big business does not want to give the

small income group a break, so I want to enjoy my food while I am still

able to pay for it, My GI allowance has not come yet, but Yuriko earned

enough last month to tide us over until it starts coming in regularly,
Incidental expenses for school is an inoreasing item in my personal budget,
Yuriko gets an extra allowance for "cokes, ice cream, candy" because she
uses so much energy up at school! I think I will put in for a coke
allowance next month too since I do field work three times a week and it
requires a lot of walkings We have our monthly budget conference before

the end of each month,
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We had a very pleasant social evening over at Shirley's and the food was

extremely well prepared, Shirley had us a huge steak (top sirloin) and a

mixed salad and other items, We ate buffet style. Huge quantities of wine
during the meal and a "live" German cheese for dessert., Yuriko didn't like
the cheese as it smelled too "alive", We were so full by the time we had
finished that we just reclined on the couch and took it easy for the rest of
the evening talking about books, polities, personalities, why individuals go
into daneing, cost of living, social settlement where Shirley works on a part-
time basis, and so forth, Shirley picks up the most interesting books which
do not have wide distribution and I enjoyed glancing through some of them,
Much of the discussion was about future of dancing, and what correlation was
there between the fact that so many dancers were Jewish and their emotional
sensitivity, Shirley thought it was all accidental, but I was not so sure
since people usually act on the basis of motivations and they just don't
fall into things, We stayed there until almost midnight, and it was a very
good escape away from the books.

In a few minutes I will be leaving for lunch, Most of the morning I
was in conference with my case supervisor, Apparently she thinks that I
have progressed enough to use a dictaphone to record my cases, The usual
policy is to wait until the second quarter before this is done, but the super-
visor thought I had enough experience to go ahead on my own,
Later:

We have just had dinner and Yuriko is washing the dishes right now.
She says that she feels very tired as it was a very busy day at the studio,
Much to her surprise, she earned enough this month to provide for the entire
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next month's budget so that when we get my subsistence check from the army

we will be that much ahead, This noon I went up to the hostel for lunch
and Mrs, M, told me that it was 10 years ago that Yuriko ecame back from
Japan, She got another letter from her relatives and they said that they
had heard from other sources that Yuriko was a very well-known dancer in
America so were glad of the sueccess, Yuriko said that the Boston Symphony
Orchestra will play for their Harvard performance at the end of this month,
They haven't heard any more about the Europe trip,

Mr, M, said that he may have to postpone buying the land until next
spring as he is getting involved in too many conmitments with the fertil-
izer formula, the proposed cleaning shop, and buying a new ear, He thinks
he will get the cleaning shop soon in order to get an income started in,

I think that Mr, M, tells me a lot of his business plans so that I will ap=
prove, and, thereby, he can have more backing to convince Mrs, M, who is
more hesitant about his multiple plans,

My afterncon was extremely busy as I made two home visits and went to
the Union Settlement, Mrs., Sorace told me all about her sons' plans and
how the 14 year old may have masturbation problems and she wanted to know
how she should handle it as she doesn't want to chase him out in the streets
to get his sex education, I told her what little I knew and suggested that
she go to see the family cliniec to get expert advice, Mrs, S, is aware of
the fact that her boys live in one of the "toughest™ sections of the city.
I also worked out some tentative plans with her about her sons going to
sumner camp for two weeks,

My vieit to the Velez family was brief as I wanted to find out if Mrs.
V. had her baby yet...it still has not made the long-awaited arrival into
the world, Mr. Veles was calmer today so I told him what I hed done about
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getting his son into summer eamp, This family needs a lot of individual
attention, but only student workers can give it since the regular ageney
soclal workers have too heavy a case load to do more than superficial visit-
ing in the home to check on financial needs, The ideal situation is for
public ageney workers to do case work on emotional and behavior problems

but this has not been achieved in NYC yet, which is supposed to be the most
advanced of any area of the country,

My visit to the Union Settlement House was very pleasant and I had a
satisfying talk with Miss Voss who is in charge of the summer camp place=
ments as she put in a reservation for the boys I was interested in, She
said that special attention would be given to these boys this summer if they
went and a report would be sent back to me, Miss Voss introduced me to Paul
Akano, a Nisei group worker there, and he wanted me to bring Yurike over
with me sometime for a visit at his home, Miss Voss showed me around the
settlement house and it was an interesting experience, I wasn't supposed
to go ahead on the summer camp program but I didn't want to wait too long
as a public welfare agency sometimes gets too involved in red-tape, But my
supervisor didn't mind; she thought I used initiative and now she wants me
to tell the rest of the student workers all about the summer camp provisions
at that settlement house when we have our next group conference,

The thing which impressed me about the settlement house was the smooth
manner in which the interracial programs function, There were all sorts of
children and adults there mixing in what I thought was a most democratic way,
This settlement house serves the most densely populated area in the ecity.

East Harlem and the lower East Side are certainly the most depressed, and

yet Puerto Ricans and colored people are still pressing into that area, Miss
Voss told me that the racial and natiorality confliets around there were very
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severe so she was rather proud of the way in which they had brought various
groups together, A very mobile population lives in this marginal area as
the housing is so poor, It is much worse than anything I have ever seen
in Chicago or any of the Coast cities, East Harlem has the highest ratio
of relief cases to total population in the city; the TB death rate is three
times higher than the rest of the eity and the venereal disease rate is the

highest by far, It is in this area that delinquency, truancy, erime, dope-

peddling, prostitution and gambling are most prevalent in the city, Paul

Akano felt that these problems could not be solved until housing was im=-
proved and he thought that it was too bad that more housing projects like
the one on the East River were not built,

The Settlement conducts a regular program in the East River housing
project, and they have a varied program for the young and the old, It at=-
tempts to further community organization and participates in racial tension
problems, There are few playgrounds in this entire area so that the settle-
ment has been the most progressive force in the neighborhood to do some=-
thing about it, I really was most impressed by what I saw and heard,
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Spring started all over again and this time it looks as if it will
stay a while, Yuriko exacted a promise from me last night that I would
allow her to sleep since I had mentioned that I would arise early in order
to read some of my textbooks, My intentions were good, but I felt drowsy
until about 9130 and it took me another hour to read the paper, All this
time Yuriko was sleeping so soundly next to me, I finally read for an
hour on psychiatry and hypnotism so I tried to apply it in practice upon
Yuriko but it would not penetrate into her super ego mind so I gave up in
disgust and shook her awake and complained that I was hungry, We finally
got up around 12:30 and I had ample time to eat and leisurely proceed to
my afternoon class, Yuriko went shopping. My class was not too stimulate
ing and I distracted myself about wondering how hot it would be this sum=
mer in the school and concluded that it was going to be very difficult,

I decided to walk home and met Nancy so we eame via Union Square and
Washington Park, All the grass is getting fresh green and Washington Park
in particular looked very attractive with the budding trees, All of the
park benches were filled, Naney thought it was too bad that working people,
dancers and students had to stay in the hot city during the summertime, but
philosophically concluded that the beach was better than nothing on week-
ends, Nancy was married and divoreced once according to Shirley, She

doesn't say much but we made light pleasant conversation on the way home,

I just cooked and Yuriko is here now to eat, I have to go to class

this evening and I am thinking of being very daring and wear my sport
Jacket instead of a suit.,
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Today was field work day for me so it reined again as usual! I was
busy typing up case reports all morning so did not have to go out in it,
At noon I went to the hostel for lunech, Mr, M, mentioned that he had a
chance to buy a cleaners for $4000 but thought that he would think it over
thoroughly before rushing into any deals, He seems to be more interested
in the nursery idea as he showed me some more of th; slips he had eut, A
carpenter was there fixing the front windows and Mr, M, told me very matter-
of-factly that boys shot bee-=bee guns through it, I remarked that this was
dangerous and it should be reported to the police, Mr, M, said that boys
threw rocks through the windows at night and last summer many windows had
been smashed, I wondered if 1t was because they didn't like "Japanese,"
Mr, M, thought that it could be a factor, but said that these boys' gangs
broke many other windows in the neighborhood too,

After lunch, I went to the Veles vamily and had a lengthy interview
with the wife, Her lack of knowledge of health precautions is appalling,
but it is to be expected since Puerto Ricans did not have much mediecal

eare in the islands, She said that her daughter seemed to have a bone in-

fection, and her son had dizzy spells, It sounded something like malaria
so I suggested that she take the children to the c¢linic as soon as possible,
Mrs, V, is still weiting for her baby to be born and it may come this week,
She said that it was hard for her to get around and her fanatiec husband was
always running off to the church to pray. All the troubles seem to come on
this family at once, and it made me feel grateful that I never was that
badly off, The husband has heart trouble and had been a psychotic patient
at one timej the son is illegitimate and he is very retarded mentally; they
have housing problems of the most serious nature; Mrs, V. feeds the family
few vegetables and mostly a starch diet, but she is willing to listen teo
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suggestions about a balanced diet; Mrs, V.'s baby is long overdue and so
forth,

There was a sewerage stench in the apartment so I finally asked her
what the trouble was, She said that the pipes had overflown, I told her
that it was a good idea to get the i1cebox out of the bathroom so did this,
The bathroom smelled like a sewer as water kept overflowing and pouring
down a hole into the basement, Since it was dangerous for public health
and since epidemics can break out, I thought that action should be taken,
Mrs, V, said that she could not rely on her husband but thought that he
had phoned the agent and nothing was done about it, I went out and phoned
the landlord's agent, and he said the hell with doing anything because
Puerto Ricans were used to living like dogs anyway, I pointed out to him
that the Public Health Conmission could condemn the building, whereupon
Mr, Jacobs, the agent, began to worry about the threat of losing rent money
80 he sald that he would get a plumber next week, I said that one should
be gotten immediately so he finally agreed to look at the place tonight
and try to fix it, He was pretty sore at Mr, V, and said that he wvas a
lazy bum and that he was sure “whores" were living in that building and
that all Puerto Ricans had syphilis, I could have told him stories about
Jews, too, but he wouldn't have understood and I wanted him to take action

80 I let his comments go by, He got chummy near the end of our talk and

sald that it was a shame for Puerto Ricans to “drop™ one baby after another
while his wife couldn't even have one, I just told him that we mortals
couldn't always be the judge of these things, At any rate I did get him
to promise he would fix the sewer leak as Mr, V, is just too helpless to
take the initiative in anything, and epidemics could start from things like
that, Mr, Jacobs is just interested in his rent money but he will fix the
sewer for fear that I will call the Health Department down on him,
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Last evening just as Yuriko was going out to the studio for rehearsal
and I was comfortably settled in the large armchair for some general read-

ing, Sue and Dick came up to borrow a sheet for the films they were going

to show at the AYD meeting next door in the American Labor Party Hall,

They persuaded me to come to the meeting while Yuriko was gone so I changed
my clothes and went over there, There were 20-30 young people in the Hall
and they quickly went over the main agenda of the meeting, Most of it was
on matters of political action and they formed various committees to visit
political officeholders in the eity in regards to certain pending legisla-
tion which would hurt the liberal movement and labor, There might have been
some there who were following the "Kremlin line"™ but I got the impression
that the group was gemuinely interested in furthering demoeracy, There was
some discussion about changing the name of the club, tut most of them felt
that they were not ashamed of what they were doing and they felt that if the
reactionaries wanted to label them as "Reds" they did not care, Betty
Ellison was a bit worried because her name was listed as one of the former
elub presidents of the AYD since she has alien status, but she felt that
there was nothing she could do about it if the conservative forces of this
country wanted to suppress everything democratie,

A large part of the meeting was spent in discussing the part they
would play in the Labor Day parade on May Day and all of them agreed to
march as a unit of the Greenwlch Chapter. Sue said that she was going to
march twice since she also wanted to be with her union, The parade will
come down from 56th Street down to Union Square and they expected to have
well over 100,000 marchers, The group felt that it was particulady impor-
tant this year to let the public know where they stood because of the strong
anti-liberal foreces in Congress which were trying so hard to suppress Labor

entirely, As Dick outlined it, the general idea of the parade was to sup=
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port the labor movement for jobs at decent wages, full and equal education,

decent homes, good health for all people, no diserimination, adequate cul-
tural needs for all, full citizenship for those who believed in democracy
and peace in the world, Dick pointed out that Labor had traditionally
marched on May Day and it certainly was not communist inspired since the
first parade had been held before Marx, The parade was also a protest
against the reactionary Hartley bill against labor, against our imperialist
foreign policy, and to demonstrate that a very large segment of the popu=-
lation etill believed in the Roosevelt heritage, Sue gave a strong talk,
illustrated with films, on why the laboring man had to have more of a share
in the natural wealth of the U,85, She said that it was not wrong to fight
against injustice for millions of the population, against starvation and
low standards of living, against unemployment, She pointed out that Jim
Crow reaction and anti-semitism went hand-in-hand and it was all a part

of native fascism, She got very emotional as she pointed out how Big Busi-
ness struck back at the laboring masses with terror and judiecial murder
under the guise of patriotism, Finally, that May Day was the day in which
people could speak because they had no kept press and the best way was by
marching in large numbers, She concluded by quoting Howard Fast who said,
"Let those who seream for America to save the world by ruling the world
look at the fate of other empires!"

The meeting broke up after some petitions to send to Congress were
signed, and I invited those who wanted to come up to my apartment for tea.
Abont 10 of the group stomped upstairs and they stayed for about an hour,
just talking about things in general, Moe told some of his expo'riencoa
in the Spanish Civil War (he has a limp) and about a Nisei cook who was
killed over therej "The only Nisei in the Internmational Brigade," Dick




26 Aprd) 1947, Saturday

said that he was going to try writing radio skits for the labor movement,

Others who were here included Betty Ellison and her brd'-lt.hor Jack, Lizs,

Sue, Lee, Gunther, ete. Yuriko was very surprised when,'.aho came home and
found all of these people around,

The conversations which went on indiecated how progressive they were
in their thinking; they lambasted the Truman doctrine as imperialistie
and the road to war, they felt that industry and finance (Wall Street)
were leading the country to fascism by unduly influencing government and
thought that Labor was the last stronghold for liberelism and democracy,
they believed that Big Business would not voluntarily curb inflation as
"private enterprise® was not acquainted with the word "humanitarianism",
that the Chureh was trying to get too politieal, that the UN had a chance
to assert its strength in the Palestine issue but they did not think it
would come through, that Wallace was the outstanding liberal in the coun=
try today, that veterans were being betrayed in the aims of the war, that
the U.S, was just as much a threat to world peace as Russia or any other
country, that decent standards of living were not an impossibility, and so
forth,

This morning we got up at 9130 so that we could go shopping at the
Co=-op and we managed to spend about $8,00 quite easily for food, Yuriko
wants to stock up with meat for the whole week since we have the frigidaire
and to save me time for school while she is gone in Boston, Since Rhoda
and Clara cannot make it for dinner this evening, we decided to treat our-
selves with one-inch thick steak ham and a nice steak for the weekend,
Yuriko had to go for a costume fitting after lunch and she may rehearse
again this cioning. I cleaned the house a bit, fixed the trap door on the
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roof so dust wouldn't come down so much, washed the week's accumilation

of laundry and will read the papers for the rest of the afternmoon, If

Yuriko doeen't rehearse this evening, we will go to a movie, We are on

a buyer's strike against the high price of Broadway movies so we patron-

ize neighborhood ones mostly when we go at rare intervals,
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By the time I got finished with little chores about the apartment
yesterday, it was about five, I was going to settle down for some read- -
ing, but Michiko Iseri came for a visit just then and it was not a diffi-

cult task to change my plans, Michiko wanted to see Yuriko to ask about

marching wiﬁh the JACD unit in the May Day parade since that group is trye

ing to line up all possible Nisei. I told her that Yuriko would be in
Boston at the time, and this seemed to settle the decision for Michiko as
she said that she did not think she would march either, She said that she
did some designing in a theatrical costume shop and if the other workers
of her union went to march she would go with them, '}Iich:l.ko thought that
it wvas a good thing for Labor to show its strength but she was not partice
ularly interested in putting herself out, Since she seemed to be rather
lonesome I invited her to dinner,

Yuriko came home with Helen MacGeehee around six so we had two guests,
Fortunately we had plenty of meat so Yuriko decided to have suki-yaki as
Helen had expressed an interest in trying it, Both Yuriko and Michikeo
went to work on the dimmer, and it certainly turned out to be an immensely
satisfying meal, I could tell that Yuriko and Michiko had lived together
at one time as they seemed to share the job of cooking dinner without con=
fliet, and Yuriko didn't mind if Michiko and I did the dishes while Helen
and she went back for an evening rehearsal, We thought that it would have
been interecting if Joan of the hostel had been here for the dinner since
it was the first real Japanese meal we have had in this apartment! Helen
was so fascinated with the proceedings and she seemed to enjoy everything.
She stubbornly used chopsticks throughout the meal and did quite well with
them, Yuriko brought out her special green tea from Japan, and some sea=
weeds and other Japanese things and Michiko kept remarking what a nice un=-




27 Aprdl 1947, Sunday

expected meal it was for her, She seemed to get considerable enjoyment
out of both the food and soecial atmosphere, and the reason came out later
vhen she remarked that she ate all of her meals alone late at night and
never had much of an appetite,

Yuriko suggested that I take Michiko to & movie and she was not wor-
ried that she would lose my love or anything like that so I agreed, and
Michiko was delighted since she had not gone out much this year because of
the nature of her work and life, Helen thinks we have a nice atmosphere in
our apartment and she said that it was quite a treat to come, We didn't
have too much of a chance to talk as she was only here about three hours,
Helen did say that her father was up here recently to seek a change of job,
He plans to move from Virginia to North Carolina, Sometimes Helen reminds
me of one of those dainty overprotected southern girls, but she is much
more developed in her social consciousness, probably due to the New York
influence, Her father is some kind of a supervisor in a southern textile
factory.

As Yuriko and Helen left for the studio, Michiko called out gayly for

them "to drop in for a visit sometime,™ and I felt a little sad because

Yuriko eouldn't have a "break" from her rigorous rehearsals and indulge

in some social activity with me before going to Boston, We will have sev=
eral important "amniversaries" coming up during the time she is gone on
the trip--five years since evacuation, one year since our first date to-
gether, and so forth, I don't know whether it is me or Yuriko, but she
fails to give me the usual luscious kisses when people are around, I can't
figure out whether it is due to natural “Japanese" modesty conditiomed in
the past, bashfulness or what, It does seem that there is some reserve in
her usual warmth though; maybe it is because we are still not used to being
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married, I certainly did miss her last night though despite the fact that
I tried to be pleasant company for Michiko since the girl is a lonely sort,

Michiko has always been rather hesitant and reserved around me, but
she did loosen up a bit last rnight and there was a noticeable easing of
her usual tension, I suppose it is because she is getting to know me bet-
ter and realizing that I am not going to bite her, Michiko has a striking
Oriental beauty, but an underdeveloped personality which outwardly looks
like a demureness, From what she said during the evening, she must have
personality conflicts of sorts, She leans a lot on Yuriko for advice be=-
cause Yuriko represents stability and self-confidence to her. From what
she said, I got the impression that Michiko values this friendship with
Yuriko more than any other contact she has even though we don't see much
of her,

In recent months, Michiko seems to have made some satisfying strides
towards the fulfillment of her ambitions, She has given several recita-
tions of Japanese dancing on Letiecia's programs, and she mentioned that
she was planning to go into it full time now that she feels more confidence
in herself, Michiko said that she first knew Yuriko in Los Angeles and

that they once toured up the Coast in Teiko Ito's company, She lives in

the same building with Teiko now, but seems to have lost a lot of her ad-
miration towards her because she claims that Teiko is so ego-centriec and
extremely jealous and eritical of any other dancers, Michiko feels that
the better attitude is to recognize that she still has a lot to learn and
not scorn or belittle other dancers, She says that she learned this from
her contacts with Yuriko,

As a result of her publiec appearances out here, Michiko said that she
has received several night club offers but she felt that she was not ready
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yet, She did get interested in a Broadway show which Mr, Shubert is putting
on this fall, It is called "GI in Tokyo" and Michiko said that she went for
an interview and she was told that there would be a specialty mumber in this
musieal comedy for her if she were interested. Then she remarked, "If I do
get into a Broadway show, I bet the Nisei groups out here will always be
after me for benefits," Michiko said that the JACD had already taken cone
siderable advantage of her by asking her to dance without pay and "they
think that they are actually helping my career by introducing me to the
American publie," Michiko felt that this was a limited public and she had
no desire to be exploited, but "it is hard to say 'mo' because I am a Nisei

too," I told Michiko that Yurike had this experience also, but a decision

had to be made eventually since there was no end to it,

Mighiko said that she had very little social life as she was working
and teaching daneing full time, and she went into a shell when I jokingly
asked her how her love life was progressing, It seems that she had some
kind of a romantic disillusionment at one time and so she is extremely wary
of men now, and she had tentatively dedicated her life to her career, She
has this attitude much deeper than Yuriko ever had because of the complex
nature of her personality confliets, Michiko lives by herself because she
said that she was a difficult roommate because of her moods, and she men=
tioned one unfortunate experience she had., A caucasian girl was rooming
with her, and she felt that this girl "always looked at me so peculiarly
when I undressed so I got self-conscious™ and one night Michiko had a head=-
ache so this girl came over "and tried to make love to me by kissing and
things so I realiszed that she was a Lesbian" which the girl admitted "be=-
cause she said she had some kind of gland trouble,"

We went to see "Notorious Gentleman" but I didn't enjoy the movie too
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much because Yuriko was not there to hold hands with and I missed her
warmth all the more, I kept looking at my watch as I was impatient to
get home, but Michiko seemed to enjoy it very much as she remarked that
it was the first time she had gone out in a long time and thanked me for
making her evening enjoyable, When I got home, Yurike was walting for
me since she had just returned only a few minutes earlier, She was so
tired, but tender and lovable so I guess she had to let me know that I
was not being rejected for taking another girl out}

We slept late this morning, but lost an hour due to daylight saving
time, We had a huge breakfast of bacon, ham, eggs, jam, English muffins,
grapefruit, coffee and pancakes, Yuriko started out to make waffles, but
the machine stuck again so after breakfast we tinkered around with it une-

til it finally worked, Yuriko had to go rehearse again this evening so

she spent the afternoon ironing and cutting out a costume while I finally
got down to reading "Study of Man" by Linton, Now I shall go listen to
Fred Allen and then read until Yuriko comes home,
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The activity of the past day was too much for me so I took a rest from
studies last night, It was all aceidental, but nevertheless very much en=
Joyed, On Sunday night I had been up quite late waiting for Yuriko to come
home, &he didn't arrive until about 1:80 and I expected her before mide
night so I got a bit worried, I couldn't figure out why the rehearsals
should go on so late even if Martha Graham was having difficulty composing
the last part of the new dance so that it could be ready when they rehearsed
with the Boston Symphony later this week, I began to imagine that maybe
Yuriko had not looked at the stop lights or something drastic like that,
and finally I couldn't stand the suspense so I went and phoned, Don said
that Yuriko had started home a half hour earlier so that didn't settle my
mind, I waited and waited, and finally Yuriko arrived, She was so tired
from the late rehearsal and she said that she was hurrying home when the
old man at the corner newspaper and candy stand stopped her to talk about
our apartment which he also owns, He said that he would give it to us for
$50 a month as he didn't think that we should be overpaying so much for a
few sticks of furniture, but Yurike told him that we would go along with

Mrs, Ohta in the hopes that her conscience would bother her, At least,

Yuriko said, we won't be kicked out on a sudden notice since Allan probably

is going to stay on in Japan and work for the Army and Mrs, Ohta wouldn't

try to rent to somebody else, Yuriko said that the old man likes her a lot
and she always buys PM from him, He bribed her with candy bars Just7:he would
stop and talk to him and that was the reason she was so late, Like a little
child acting very guilty, Yuriko offered me one of the candy bars as a bribe,
but I was so relieved to see her that I forgot my worries about her not coming
straight home, Since those gang beatings and other incidents which have hap=
pened around here recently, it isn't too safe for a girl to be out alone too

late at nighte-although
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Yuriko could take care of herself and she certainly doesn't have timid
fears about the dark., I even tell her to earry the kitchen paring knife
for "protection" but she laughs, Usually I don't have fears like this,
but lately there has been so many sex crimes in NYC that it got into my
subconscious mind and Yuriko is precious to me, Anyway, I slept well
even if it was only for five hours.

Monday morning we had a group conference at the Public Welfare and
then I went out on cases all afternoon, I visited a family social settle-
ment, school, and hostel and that involved walking about 50 blocks in all
around the East Side so I was worn out by the time I got home., Yuriko had
left a note saying that she didn't think she could make it back for dinner
so I ate a lonely meal and just as I finished she arrived. She had to rush
back for another rehearsal about 7:30 so I said that I was going to take a
15 mimute nap, The next thing I knew it was midnight and Yuriko was com=
ing home so the only thing I could do was eat a snack with her and then go
to sleep again, But before we slept, Yurike insisted that I open the Ven=-
etian blinds so that we could "look at the bright moon and remember our
romancing days.,"® It is just a year lacking a day or so since we first met,
And also five years since I was evacuated to Tanforan, Yuriko said that
they were leaving for Boston Wednesday morning on the 8:00 ayem train so
I will be able to see her off, She was so sweet and tender last night and
worried that I wouldn't get enough sleep even though she was so exhausted
herself, When Yuriko gets romantic I have to respond or else she accuses
me with "You don't love me any more?"

I had an interesting visit with the Velez family and I think that the

casework with them is bearing fruit since I don't try to control their

lives, There was a little 1l year old Puerto Rican girl there who didn't
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speak English as she has only been here for one month and I couldn't help

but feel that this girl would be very handicapped since she will no doubt
be typed as a Negress because of her dark color, Family disorganization
among the Puerto Ricans is terrific because of their handicapped cultural
background and the Veleg family is doing well under the circumstances,

They have a feeble-minded boy with an IQ of 70 but I think that he can be-
come socially useful and adequate if given the proper understanding, I
went to PS 72 to talk to his teacher, She said that the boy was in a

class for mentally retarded development and she didn't hold out much hope
for him, But when I told a bit of his emotional problems due to the poor
home situation she seemed to get much more interested in the boy and said
that she would give him special attention, Then I went to the social set-
tlement house to find out more about the summer camp program for children,
While I was there I also looked in on the 0ld Agers Club==85 years or
over--and found out a bit of its program in case I could interest some of
ny other clients, I find that it is most educational to actually go to
visit the various agencies rather than read about it because then I can
see for myself, Field work so far has been surprisingly interesting for
me and I feel that I am getting more out of it than from class work, It
gripes me that I have to attend such dull courses, I think that I will be
able to finish up by next December as I am going through the summer session,
I still feel that most of the students go a bit too overboard on the psycho-
analytical interpretation of the clients and I haven't seen such good ap=
plication of it, Thus far, my supervisor does not seem to find many com=
plaints about my straight factual reports and I do try to include cultural
factors since we have so many Puerto Rican cases, However, I am not so re-

sistant against the psychoanalytiecal approach now as at first because I am
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beginning to see that it has certain validity and my argument all along
has been that it is applied indiscriminately by social workers without
too clear an understanding of the general concepts involved., Psychiatrists
have to study for years on this subject and the more they learn the less
sure they are so social workers shouldn't be so cocky with their limited
knowledge, The funny thing is that the more inexperienced the student,
the more they tend to be dogmatic about their theoretical knowledge and
this comes out at every group conference we have in the welfare office,

I had a rather boring day today in my two classes, especially in so=-
eial research, I think that it is an insult to a graduate student to be
forced to take such a useless course, The instructor, Dr, Klein, is so

brilliant that nobody seems to be able to follow his abstract theories,

I'm not getting a thing out of the course, In one month at the school, I

ean't say that I have profited greatly from class work and there is only
one course which I have taken a great interest in, For the other courses,
I just do the reading and console myself that it must be done for the sake
of that degree. I met Kenny for lunch today and he mentioned that he was
greatly worried about job possibilities as he finishes up next quarter,
He has made tentative explorations of the job field and he didn't think
that it was too hopeful, He said that he realized when he went into so=-
eial work that he would never make money in it, but he is disecouraged that
the level of pay is even lower than he imagined, He invited me over for
dinner on Saturday while Yuriko is gone for the Boston performance at
Harvard,

I had a rather interesting discussion with Mr, M, yesterday at the
hostel, He wanted to "econsult" me on reasons why the hostel should be

kept in operation until next spring and we worked out a list of reasons
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which he would like me to write up into a form of a statement to present
to the Church Board Friday noon since he said that he couldn't express
himself so well in English, From the comments he made, I got the impres-
sion that I was wrong in thinking that the main reason why he wanted to
keep the hostel open for six more months beyond October was to proteet his
job as he emphasized that he had his own economic plans and he didn't
think of the hostel in terms of personal security for himself,

During the discussion I suddenly realized that the "resettlement"
period of the evacuees definitely was not over yet although I haven't give
en it much thought lately due to the pressure of personal activities, Mr.
M.'s basis for desiring the continuation of the hostel seemed to have a
great deal of validity, His points:

Mr. M, pointed out that the major preoccupation of the re-
settlers was for economic security and that few have made perm=
anent adjustments during the four years since first released from
camp because the war jobs postponed this for large segments of the
American population and the resettlers were a part of it, Mr. M,

thought that this instability would increase rather than decrease

and that there were many "drifters" yet., He felt that for this

reason, it was necessary for some sort of official or semi-of=-
ficial agency to remain open, He deseribed the group at the
hostel as the "residue" of the resettlement movement but that
their adjustments were just as important as for the larger group
of evacuees who came out into this area, The main need which
the hostel could provide is in housing, He said that the migra=
tion movement was slow now, but the hostel did provide a tem=

porary stop-over point for those who need it even more than
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the more venturesome who early left the eamp, Mr, M, pointed
out that it was the Seabrooks Farms group which were primarily
moving into NYC now and they consisted of many released from
Tule Lake at the closing of that camp, many from Crystal City,
many Kibel, and large family units which were primarily agri-
cultural,

It seems that the Seabrooks Farms situation is getting
inereasingly diffiecult for the 500 family units there because
of the slack in employment, During the war, the corporation
which operates the Famms could hire hundreds and hundreds be-
cause there were so many war contracts with the army and navy,
This i1s only a trickle of the activity now, and many ware-
houses there are jammed with unsold goods, On top of that,
the frozen foods business has not gone over as well as ex=-
pected, As a result, many of the Japanese there are being
laid off or they only get a limited amount of work, At no
time were they able to advance to the better paying super-
visory jobs so that there has been disatisfaction on this
score, Due to this economic insecurity, there has been a
movement away from there, The Issei want to go baeck to Cal-
ifornia where they know farming methods, but the Nisei pre=-
fer to remain in the East, Since there is a terrific house
ing shortage on the West Coast as well as out here, and since
it costs so much to move to California, many families are com-
ing into NYC, They have no industrial experience, and the

Nisei children were too young during the war to get into war

industries so that they are unskilled,
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Mr, M, thought that from this viewpoint alone, the hostel
should be continued because it was hard for a rural group to
come into the largest city in the country and they needed vo-
ecational advice and emotional support as well, On top of that
many of the Issel have language handicaps and the Kibei are in
a similar position, He thought that it might prove tragic if
many of the young Kibei were thrust out so suddenly on their

own because they did not have the poise of the Nisel and many

of them didn't even know how to go about finding a job or hous-

ing since they spent the war at Tule Lake and since then they
have been in another "ecamp" situation at Seabrooks, Mr., M,
sald that there was a small stream of Issei passing through

the city looking for business opportunities and they would
bring their families later if they could find a temporary head-
quarters like the hostel, He pointed out that the NY Committee
for Resettlement was folding up next month so that the hostel
was the only group which could serve in an information-giving
capacity., Many of the Issei farmers would be interested in
agricultural opportunities in this area if they could come and
investigate but they wouldn't come if there were no hostel
since these Issel know nothing about how to go about looking
for hotel rooms, Mr., M, said that many of the resettlers had
domestic jobs and the hostel served as headquarters between
jobs, He had many other points which I will try to write up
for him in a report., I don't agree with all of his points, but
I am convineed in my mind that the hostel will not be any influe

ence in causing any segregation trend among the Nisei in this
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eity since it is so large and impersonal, The primary objective
of the hostel is more in the direction of economic adjustments

rather than social activities, It is primarily for Issei, Kibei,

and timid Nisei who are the residue of the resettlement movement,




MANHATTAN HOSTEL

58 East 102nd St,
New York City, N.Y.

April 29, 1947

SOME FACTORS RELATED TO THE NEED FOR CONTINUED SUPPORTIVE HOSTEL
ASSISTANCE TO JAPANESE RESETTLERS INTO THE NEW YORK CITY AREA

This brief report attemptes to formulate a statement which might be con-
sidered in any decision by the Board to extend hostel facilities beyond the
current year,

During the past five years, the Japanese population of this country has
been subjected to considerable foreced and voluntary migration from the West
Coast all the way to the Eastern Seaboard, New York City has been one of
the largest centers of resettlement, and this hostel has served as a "spring-
board" into the larger commmity for a considerable number of the total,

The present trickle of newcomers here is the end process of this movement
which has lasted roughly four years, but, nevertheless, it is significant
in terms of the individuals involved,

In the past 18 months we have seen a termination of assisting activity
by both the public and private agenclies interested in the problems of the
resettlers, In this ecity, the hostel remains as about the last agency di-

rectly involved in the resettlement problems of the Japanese resident, Howe

ever, we feel that it is misleading to assume that the resettlement phase
has been completed by all of the resettlers and that further agency interest
is no longer necessary, Unfortunately, many of the official agencies have
acted upon this assumption with the result that the newest resettlers who
need the most help are the ones who will get the least, This is unfortune
ate in terms of long-time planning., It is recogniged that it was not finan-

cially feasible for the larger agencies to continue operation of their pro-




grams for the trickle of resettlers now coming into this eity, but we feel
that the hostel has a definite contimuing role to fulfill since there is

a large area of responsibility which would be left vaeant if the progream
were terminated prior to next spring, A sumary of the overell pattern of
resettlement to date will illustrate the nature of this problem,

The last report of the WRA Liquidation Unit in Washington indicated
that their intensive survey pointed up the faet that the mejor preoccupi=
tion of the resettlers was for economic security, and that few had made
permanent adjustments during the four years since their first release from
the WRA centers., The war served to postpone final economic adjustments be-
cause of the large scale activity in war industries and related fields,

The resettlers still are seeking adjustments into the peace~time econamy
of this country,

It is true that many of the resettlers bettered their prewar economie
status during the initial resettlement period, and, therefore, they are not
so easily satisfied to slip back into the more limited patterns, However,
the resettlers in many areas of the country have reported greater diffi-
culty in finding new employment since early this year, and, consequently,

the ranks of the "drifters" have increased tremendously, Scme of this new

migration is directed towards this eity which has gained a reputation among
the Japanese as a place for unlimited opportunities, and it is likely that
newcomers will increase during the balance of this year, They are motivated
by a desire to better their economic and housing status, and to rejoin fame
ilies,

Aside from this general picture, there are specific factors related to
the need for continued assistance to newcomers, The hostel eannot do the
entire job, but a good segment of these functions have been undertaken dur—




ing the period of its existence, During the period of operations to date,

the hostel has been of service to roughly 800 individuals by providing
housing facilities, and to countless others in incidental services, Fu-
ture services have been considered largely in terms of the Issei and small
family units, the single Kibei, and the less adjusted Nisei,

It is acknowledged that housing needs are common to all migrent groups
into New York, but the hostel provides an essential service beyond the
scope of mere physiecal needs, Since Japanese-supported agencies in this
eity are few in number, and since there is little financial support ob-
tainable from the more settled Japanese resident, the main burden has fale
len upon the hostel by default., It is felt that concern for this "residue"
of the resettlement population now coming into the city should be just as
great as for those who preceded these iate comers in view of the fact that
they are not as well equipped financially or emotionally as the earlier are
rivals, The hostel can prove to be an essential resource for this trickle
of late comers for at least another year,

The resettlement process into this eity will not be terminated until
the problem of the Seabrooks Farm group is resolved, The hostel in the
past has been of great help to this group, and it has been planned to in-
tensify this program for the balance of this year since a large group of
potential migrants into this city exists in this source., The Seabrooks
Farm Japanese have a peculiar resettlement problem which is much more dif-
ficult than that of the migrants from other areas, and we have given ser-
ious thought as to how the hostel can most effectively serve them,

Some background data on the Seabrooks Farm Japanese, which involves
500 families or roughly 2000 individuals, might irdicate why we feel that
it is part of the hostel responsibility to be concerned as to their future.




We do not assume that the entire 2000 individuals from Seabrooks Farms
will eventually come to this city, but there are many indieations that a
goodly percentage of them could easily be encouraged to take the next step
in their general adjustment pattern by coming to this city for economie
betterment,

The present make-up of the Seabrooks population includes a large per=
centage of Issei and family groups from Tule Lake, These were the last of
the camp residents to be forced out by the WRA closure policy, and they are
emotionally the most insecure of any of the resettler groups, Many of them
do not have citizenship status, and they come to NYC with many handiecaps,
Another segment of the Seabrooks population contains many families fore
merly interned at Crystal City, Many single Kibei with no eitizenship
status are also in this group,

In addition to the above situation, the main economic background of
the Seabrooks residents have been agricultural, At the present time, the
economic position of this group is quite serious, There has been an in-
creasing slack in employment as the company no longer has war contracts
with the Army and Navy, and its warehouses are filled with goods produced
by the workers with no existing market, As a result, many of the Japanese
workers have been laid off or they can only get a limited amount of work
rationed among the entire group., At no time were they able to get the
better paying supervisory positions so that there has been inereasing dis-
satisfaction on that score.

Due to this present economic insecurity--likely to become permanentes

there has been an inereasing movement to other areas of the country, and

particularly to this eity. Many of the Issei desire to return to California
where they know the farming methods, but they fear the politieal situation




in that state yet so that it is difficult for them to arrive at a decision,
On the other hand, their Nisei children prefer the greater freedom from re-
strictive social practices which exist in the East, In the meantime, the
economic position of the Seabrooks resident is steadily becoming more acute,
Since many of them have no resources to return to California anyway, there
has been a growing urban trend. This city appears to be the desired destin-
ation of many of this group, but the housing situation causes a great deal
of hesitancy, We feel that if some reassurance could be given to them that
the hostel will be available for another year, it will encourage many of
them to act upon their hesitant decisions and hasten the time towards

greater economic security., Since there is no other agency available to do

this work, the hostel has been regarded as the "lifeline" into this ecity.

It must be borme in mind that this sense of hesitancy and fear is
much more intense in this group than for the average resettler because the
Seabrooks group have lived under a "ecamp psychology" for almost five years,
and they have little experience with urban life, Many of the younger Nisei
there are just coming into adulthood at a time when job opportunities are
decreasing even in urban areas, but they are still drawn to the city for
various motivations, The hostel has attempted to fill part of the need
for vocational counselling, but this phase of the program needs to be ex-
panded, We feel that soclologically it is of importance to assist this
"residue" group in a positive way if they are to remain a useful part of
the society in which they live, Psychologically, it is significant in
terms of the personality stability of these individuals, We definitely
feel that resettlement is a long term process, and the responsibility has
not been discharged as long as a fairly large number of resettlers are in

need of continued assistance,




With this large segment of the "residue®™ population in mind (the
Seabrooks group), it may be advisable to contimue the hostel activities
beyond the current year, It is a known fact that a rural group coming
into a highly concentrated urban area need emotional support as well as
physical assistance, and this problem is intensified by a background of
forced evacuation and uprooting from familiar ways into an entirely new
experience,

There are also cultural factors peculiar to this group which the
hostel may ease into adequate adjustment through an advisory capacity.
Many of the prospective arrivals in the coming months will be of the Issei
and Kibei group with their difficult language handiecaps, We have attempted
to perform a voeational guidance and counselling function informally for
this group in the past, and it is proposed to intensify this aspect of
hostel activities in the future, Many of the single residents will be un-
skilled industrially and they need assistance in becoming acquainted with
local employment services and other community agencies,

Many of our residents are single ummarried girls who suffer from a
sense of acute loneliness initially and the hostel has been of assistance
to them in making some personal adjustments by aecquainting them with so=
clal facilities in this eity. The degree of emotional dislocations have
been inereasingly daveloped and acute in the "residue"™ group of resettlers
since they have not made personality adjustments to the same degree as the
earlier resettlers because of various reasons, The hostel has provided

limited assistance in this respect but it has been hnhdicuppod because of a

lack of adequate persuniel,
A loomingly large function in the role of the hostel towards the new
arrivals is on the counselling level for the Issei group., Many of them




come to this eity to establish preliminary business contacts before moving
their families here and they have used the resources of the hostel to &
large degree for this purpose., As we gain new knowledge from past exper-
lence, we have been able to extend this activity to one of our major fune=
tions, It is this group which does not have any experience in locating
other hotel facilities and they would hesitate to come for initial explor-
ations in the future if there were no hostel to serve as the temporary head-
quarters, It is this group which are the "scouts" for others at Seabrooks
and the adverse reports they may send back could discourage others from
seeking better economic positions in this direction,

The hostel has also served in another areas soecial activity, In the
past, we have emphasized more of the information giving funetion through
the extensive use of bulletin posting, for the purpose of encouraging the
Nisel resident to become better integrated into the wider community, How=

ever, the hostel has also served as a social center for small groups of re=

settlers on special occasions since they have no other meeting pll;!O. The

Japanese churches in this city have not undertaken any extensive programs
to facilitate social adjustments and the hostel has been somewhat limited
in filling this void because of limited facilities and funds,

A primary factor related to the continuing need of the hostel is that
it offers financial savings to the residents through the low prevailing
charges for room and board, Since many of the residents are employed in
unskilled and semi-skilled jobs (or they are students), it has been a great
help to them to reside in the hostel, For small family units, the savings
have been equally great, Since this group have limited resources, continued
assistance of this sort seems to be indicated for some months ydt.

However, it seems advisable to devise concurrently some feasible plan




to loeate other living quarters systematically so that there will be a
fairly rapid turnover for the hostel in order to make room for other fame
ily units on the waiting list, There are many resettlers in this eity who
are desirous of staying here temporarily but they do not apply because
they have heard rumors that there is no room, We have attempted to fol=
low the poliey of a large turnover of residents, but this has not been en=
tirely possible because of the acute housing shortage which prevails in
this city., We have also recognized that many of the single residents do
not have sufficient initiative to do things for themselves because of cer=
tain traits of basic insecurity in their personality makeup,

Another group which the hostel has been of service to are the large
numbers of domestic workers in the area who use this place as a headquar-
ters between jobs, In most ecases, their motive in shifting positions is to
move on to better jobs and thus work towards greater economic security,
This is also applicable to the large mumber of restaurant workers, It is
our policy to be of continuing service to this group since their turnover
is large.

In connection with the cheaper living costs available to the residents,
we have provided meals at a minimm of cost to them and as a result there
has been some difficulty in meeting this expense in the hostel budget, Our
main purpose has been in terms of helping the resident and not to make a

profit on the kitchen, With the present inflationary spiral of food costs,

the meal program is seriously threatened and it may be a solution if the
kitehen budget could be supplemented by some of the surplus whiech the hostel
may have acerued in the past, The other alternative is to close this phase
of the hostel activity entirely, with a consequent hardship on the residents

who would have to eat their meals out in restaurants,




From this brief resume of the hostel activity, we hope that some in-
dication of our present situation has been clarified, and it is further
hoped that the hostel may contime to meet the needs of the small but sig-
nificant group of resettlers who continue to come into New York until next
spring, Otherwise it may be advisable to close the hostel this summer
since October is seasonally disadvantageous for a closing date because of
the insuffielent time for residents to prepare for winter, We hope that

all of the factors mentioned will be considered in any final decision to

continue the hostel or not,

We also reiterate that we have no personal motivation in the continua-
tion of the hostel since future plans have been made and it would not cause
any severe personal dislocation regardless of the time the hostel is elosed.
Our main desire is a sincere interest in helping the resettlers to the max-
imum of our ability as we have dedieated ourselves to this Job as our pri-
mary function during the existence of the hostel,

Very respectfully submitted,

Douglas Mitsuhashi, Director
Manhattan Hostel
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Darling,

I just got to the office and I still have 15 minutes before work starts,
It was less than one hour ago that I saw your sweet tired face smiling through
the train window as it pulled out of Grand Central, I hope that you got
rested on your trip up to Boston, I miss you very much, darling, and I al=-
ready am lonesome, I hope that I don't get absent-minded and call one of my
lady cases at welfare by "darling" as she might slap my face and think that
I was making a pass at her! Right now, I feel quite warm and I am digesting
the ham and egg breakfast, I hope that the lunch I made for you was filling
enough and that you did not starve before getting up there, You probably had
a nice view of the countryside if you were not sleeping, It was so wamm af-
ter I left you at the station that I decided to stroll up to the office here
on 68th, Walking 26 blocks before work is a nice way to start out the day,
It only took me about 50 minutes and I came quite leisurely as I looked at
the books in the windows, polka dot dresses in the shops, and various items
of food in the store, Everybody was hurrying to work but I just sauntered
along like a tourist., I'll probably be very tired by the time I get home
this evening as I have to walk around the upper East Side this afternoon,
I think that I shall sleep well this evening since we only got four hours
last night.

This noon I think I will drop by the hostel and give your father that

brief statement he wanted me to write up, and get a free lunch in return}

Maybe I will just walk around central park and watch the birds, look at the
flowers and trees getting green, and think of you, That shows you how much
I am in love with you! 1In case I don't get a chance to write you before the
performance, I wish you THE VERY BEST OF SUCCESS ON YOUR PERFORMANCE AT HAR™
VARD! How did Joan Skinner do? I bet she was pretty nervous, By this time
you are no doubt well settled with Ethel's friend, Are the living accommoda=
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tions nice? In case you get a chance to wander around Boston a bit, go

down to the 0ld Lobster House for a meal as that is where I ate when I
went up, It is near Fanueil Hall and it is a very old building, but the
food is fresh, There is an Armenian family in Watertown that I met a year
ago but I don't remember the address,

All of the people are coming into the office now so I will have to
look quite business like and put on a stern social worker's look on my
face so that the relief clients coming into the waiting room will think
that I am a big official or semething around here, Every once in a while a
Puerto Riecan client comes up and talks Spanish to me, Maybe I should learn
the language, They think that I am one of their countrymen,

Darling, eat well and try to get a lot of rest, In case you sleep with
Ethel, please remember your manners and do not get romantic while asleep be-
cause she might not understand! You can save it for me, Just think of me
sitting at the dining room table eating a solitary meal out of the Green
pan for the next few days, I don't know if I will use a fork or not as I
don't want to wash any more dishes than possible, I shall put all the food
in one pot, boil it up hard for twenty minutes, salt it briefly and then eat
right out of it! For variety, I shall eat out of the frying pan in the morne
ing, if I have time, I don't know what I am going to do about getting up
without you around to take care of me, I hate to think of that cold bed
with lonesome me in it, I guess I will have to put a pillow next to me and
pretend that it is you, I know that you counted all the eggs to make sure I
ate some for breakfast every morning! Have to close now, all my delicious
love, Tell Ethel I said not to beat up her mother in case she objects to
Cupid, Wish I could come up there,

lm.
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The day has gone by so quickly and in a few minutes I shall be headed
home, I feel so tired as I must have walked at least 70 blocks today, It
didn't rain after all, but it was most sultry, I was at the hostel for
lunch and I explained what my comments meant to your father, He liked it
very much as it sounded "learned" he said and he thought that the report
would impress the Board, Now he wants me to come Friday to meet the Board

and help him interpret what he means, Guess I shall go home now, Good-

bye, my love, I'll write more later, I think I shall sleep well tonight as
I put in a good day at the office.




