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1 April 1947, Tuesday. 

k dreary, rather windy, day outside and that'« how I felt in side at 

school today. I had two suooessive classes and I got very sleepy after 

four hours of sitting. I enjoy the Culture oourse but the ot her students 

do not think too highly of it. I suspeot that this is becaus e they are 

getting so muoh of the psycho-analytical stuff in the oth er classes that it 

sort of rubs them the wrong way when it is implied that the culture may be 

the greatest determining force and not psyohiatrio th eories. My other class 

was rather boring, a lot of quibbling over words used i n researoh. I met 

Kenny around one and went to lunch with him on 3rd A vs. I asked him whether 

all the students took their training so seriously as thos e in my olasses so 

far and he laughed and said that they were new students "bu t they will oatoh 

on." Even tho he says that, I still notioe that Kenny hims elf does take it 

seriously. I think that he was having some inner oonflio t about the honesty 

of letting me see some of his written papersj he does it a ll the time, but 

there seems to be a subtle way of approaching these things. It is my philos r 

ophy that one will learn the field of sooial work anywa y so if there are short 

outs why not use them. I haven*t found school exactly exci ting yet, but it 

may be more interesting later on. Kenny seems to like i t very muoh, but he 

is a bit vague about his future—whether he will remain i n NTC or not. He 

said that a lot of the jobs were dwindling out, especially on  the Federal 

level due to the large outs in appropriation. I don't thin k that he will have 

to worry about a job as he is capable enough. Veterans are allowed to buy two 

books for each oourse from their 01 benefits so I will be a ble to add 8 books 

to my oolleotion for  free I The only oatoh is that the books have to come from 

an approved list. I was planning to do some reference r eading in the library 

this afternoon, but I felt droway so oame home. I just wok e up from a nap. 
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I'm sure that Yuriko is going to cross examine me about stu dying so I will 

quit trying to avoid it and do about an hour's effort befo re she gets home« 

I told her to hare oonfidenoe in me as I will pass» but she i s a bit worried 

because it does^t look like I am serious enough yet about the whole thing 

and I look for all kinds of excuses to get out of it. It i s a good thing I 

have her around because  ray  school adjustment would be much more diffioult 

otherwise. As it is, going back to school is more of a di ffioult process than 

adjusting to oivilian life from the army or making marit al adjustmentst But 

I already have class papers assigned so I have to make a start soon or it will 

orash about my head in the final weeks of the quarter at s ohool. I should be 

very happy about my present setup because it always used to be a dream about 

having all school expenses paid for and an extra income bes ides» but now that 

I have it I take it for granted* I never could have gone back to school with-

out this 01 Bill of Rights though. I met an interesting girl f rom India today 

in one of  ray  olasses—she wears her native oostumes—and she wondered why I 

spoke such good English!t 

Later t 

I've been reading all evening. Yuriko oooked a delici ous dinner and she 

is still sewing—suoh a oonsoienoious girlI I wish I could concentrate like 

she does» but it seems that most of the things I read tonig ht didn't register. 

I yawned most of the time and Yuriko had to wake me up once or twioe» the sweet 

deart She is determined that I won't fail so I won't let her downtt  01 's 

have to report to wives like children to parental 

The Wallace speech at Madison Square Oarden last night h as provoked a lot 

of thinking among those who are concerned with world p eace» but it doesn't 

look as if Congress is going to back down from its commitmen ts with England. 
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Kenny said that he went to hear Wallaoe and he was thrill ed with what was 

said« Yuriko said that Duggy also went* There were over 20,000 people 

there so that this is evidence that Wallaoe still has a lar ge following* 

I think that he night haye a ohanoe if he ran for President i n 1948 on a 

3rd party ticketj we are not going to get much ohoioe other wise. The U*S* 

was oertainly cheated when the politioians ran Truman i nstead of Wallaoe in 

1944 against the wishes of the people* Wallaoe has been ve ry consistent in 

the One World idea but the administration polioy is to sab otage the UN just 

like what happened to the League of Nations* Wallaoe saidi  "The needs of 

a desperate people are being exploited, just as the gener osity of the 

Americans is being exploited—for other ends* The truth i s that the President 

and his Republican backers are less concerned with the ne ed of the Greek 

people than with the need of the American Navy for oil* The p lan to contain 

Communism is seoond to that need*** Hatred and violence  abroad, hatred and 

fear at home, will be the fruits of the Truman Doctrine 
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It was raining outside this morning when I woke up at 8i3 0 with the 

determination of going to the library to do referenc e reading all day long, 

but my enthusiasm was dampened when I thought of the pro speots of going out 

and getting wet so I ouddled up in the warm bed and esoa ped from this mental 

oonfliot by going to sleep until around 10s30. Yuriko is w orried that I do 

not study enough, but I don vt think that I am doing so badly* I never did 

have too muoh of a habit of studying assigned lessons an yway beoause it has 

been my belief for many years that true education is more th an the mere re« 

gurgitation of assigned reading. However, I have to oonfo rm to a certain 

degree beoause a completely independent attitude will fin d me behind an eight 

ball in time. I guess I am mentally lasy and I like to do th ings leisurely 

aooording to my interests. It must be due to an inherent r ebellion of 

regimentation of mind or body which has its roots way ba ck in my ohildhood—I 

no doubt will find out if I take a few more psycho-analytical  courses I  I 

shouldn*t be so soeptioal of the noble purposes of the scho ol, but I am afraid 

that I was oonditioned to it onoe in Berkeley when W.I. T homas laughingly said 

that a man who had a phobia about an ant going into a crac k symbolised his own 

struggles to esoape from the womb, i.e., mother domination! Some of the stuff 

I hear at sohool is almost as silly beoause I think sooia l workers have a 

tendenoy to stretoh psychiatric implications way beyo nd the original context. 

However, a lot of the stuff is valid and I did read an inte resting textbook 

on psyohiatry last night. I find to my discomfort that a lot of sooialwork 

techniques I learned in 1941 are already outmoded; eduoa tion must be a never 

ending process of the searoh for truth. However, one oould s pend one*s life 

in keeping up with all new developments and never have a ch ance for application, 

and that would be a very futile pursuit. I got a note saying  that my field 

work assignment would be up on 68th Street in a Publio Welf are Deparment unit 

so I will go baok to training for sooial work after a laps e of about six years 
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despite the faot that I had some experience in the interva l. My ohief con-

cern now is that it won't rain on the days I have field work be oause it 

wouldn't be so good to be physioally uncomfortable as we ll as mentalt 

After Yuriko left for the studio, I spent all afternoon w riting my first 

olass paper and now that it is out of the way I can look forw ard to a relaxing 

Easter weekend* We have decided to go up to the Bronx zoo a s I haven't visit-

ed there yet* Yuriko said that Ethel would like to come a long with us as Paul 

is away on a business trip to Salt Lake and points west« Yur iko thinks it is 

terrible if one is deprived of the opportunity to enjoy t he benefits of nature 

during Easter "when life starts." She said that she went to an Easter service 

in Forest Hills once even though she is not a Christian. I' m so glad that 

Yuriko sees the beauty of the everyday life about us. Sh e has suoh a deep con-

sideration of other people and wants them to be just as h appy as she is. She 

practically tiptoes about the house when I am supposed to be studying. In order 

not to deprive her of listening to the radio, I have devise d ootton ear muffs 

so I won't be tempted to listen too when I should be concentr ating on readingl 

It has been raining all day, very miserable outside. Yuri ko took her 

lunoh so she wouldn't have to get unnecessarily wet. Sh e has been working very 

hard recently and I feel a bit guilty beoause she does it so I will not worry 

about financial matters during the time I am in school. Sh e is always wanting 

to buy me something as a gift. No wonder I daydream abou t her when I have dry 

leotures in class. Yuriko does all of the shopping and ooo king now and she is 

even willing to do all of the dishes afterwards, but mere ly going to school is 

no reason why I should take advantage of her sinoe I am n ot that pressed for 

time. She went to pay the rent yesterday and found out th at the man who owns 

this building is the corner newsman so she buys the pap er from him now. 

After we get our refrigerator installed, shopping will be an e  asy task sinoe it 

can be done for several days ahead. 
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We have a new addition in our household* It is a Serrel ref rigerator! 

Ever sinoe Mid-morning when the three men hauled it up th e stairs and de-

posited it in the kitchen, it has been the oenter of our att ention« While I 

went to olass this afternoon, Yuriko oalled the plumber an d he oame to oonneot 

it up. She must have had an interesting conversation with him from the way 

she desoribed it. The plumber was a vsteran and he told Yuriko that most women 

thought they were queens when they got a refrigerator a nd tried to tell him 

how to fix it up, but that she was the most pleasant on e he had met in the past 

months. They had a discussion on the art of living and deoided that most 
not 

New Yorkers did/enjoy what they had so they missed out on  suoh things as brows-

ing around interesting neighborhoods. By the time he left , the plumber said 

that he would come by in his oar sometime and take us for a tour of the oity. 

Yuriko said that they got into a discussion of raoe, and the plumber's philos-

ophy was that too many people wasted their time being pre judiced, but he got 

over any attitudes of that sort when he was fighting in the w ar and his oonoern 

now is to live and enjoy it to the fullest. However, he said t hat he dicta*t 

believe in marriage as he would lose his freedom so Yurik o gave him a long 

lecture on the happiness of married  life I  He told her where we could buy a 

stove at a disoount from one of his friends, and that is the next project we 

will think about if our financial status is sound enough. 

We now ha*e possessions in this apartment so it feels like  our home. The 

only thing that worries us is some insecurity about how lo ng we will remain. 

Yuriko has been buying the paper from the newsman on the cor ner and she found 

out that he owned this building. He told her that he only ohar ged $30 a month 

rent for this apartment so Mrs. Ohta is still making a 6 <# profit eaoh month 

for the rental of a few stioks of furniture. I wish that she  would take it all 

out as we oould get new stuff muoh cheaper in a period of a ye ar. 
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Turiko la cooking steak for dinner now. She has all sorts  of plans about 

what she is going to put into the refrigerator» suoh as ohil led foods» desserts 

and so forth* We feel that it gives us stability to own something like thatl 

I went to olass this afternoon and it was more interestin g than the last time* 

We talked about sooial group work and its relationship to demooraoy* The in-

structor tried to oonvinoe us that the army was getting mo re demooratio so all 

of the ex-servioe men laughed and laughed* I have a olass this evening and 

that will be all for the rest of this week* 

In reading the paper« I wondered if the point made in olass t hat demooraoy 

was strengthened year by year was true* The new trend of t hought—-expressed 

by James Burnham in Life—is that war with Russia is inevi table so we should put 

an iron ring around her and eliminate oommunism in order to  make the world safe 

for demooraoy* No wonder other nations of the world ar e growing alarmed about 

the imperialistic policy of the U*S* It looks like we are the ones guilty of 

trying to rule the world* We expeot to do this with the at om bomb and our wealth 

Demooraoy oertainly must add up to more than that* Walla oe and his Comman Man 

seems to be forgotten in the mad rush to protect wealt h* Turiko and I don't 

want our refrigerator atomised though! 
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Last night's class was very technical and it suddenly d awned upon me 

that I would hare to bear down in order to oatoh up with t he rest of the 

olass who had the first half of the oourse. Yuriko asked  if I had lost self 

oonfidenoe, but 1 told her that it didn't put me in a goo d mood when I thought 

of the prospeot of digging into a lot of teohnioal books* I  had good in-

tentions of going to the library from early this mornin g, but it was so com-

fortable in bed that I didn't get started until after lu noh time* Yuriko 

sent me off feeling  Tory contented as she had cooked a delicious brunch for 

us* I think she Just wanted to have the pleasure of takin g a lot of things 

out of our refrigerator* We sat very pleased and looked at our new possession 

after we finished eating* Then I went to the library, b ut sad to relate I 

spent most of my time just browsing* I looked through a numb er of books 

W.I* Thomas had written and was surprised that  ti  ere were so many* Also read 

a number of magasine articles on the contemporary scene and concluded -that 

there was hope for the world after all* I came home feelin g like I had ac-

complished a great deal* I did take a couple of books ou t though and I plan 

to start reading them soon* This matter of school adjustme nt is more diffioult 

than I had anticipated, but I think that I haven't been d oing so bad thus far* 

It is very hard to sit in classes and listen to dry lectu res which I am sure 

oame out of outdated books* Some of the profs have been at t he school so long 

that they haven't kept up with recent trends* It seems th at way when we are 

assigned books published over 15 years ago and I am sure that more recent things 

have been written* I haven't put in an order for my GI books  yet until I get 

a chance to look through all of them and find out whioh I wa nt to keep the most* 

Yuriko has been of terrifio help to me in my school adjus tments because 

she plans everything to revolve around me* She has such an unselfish attitude* 

She would come home after teaching and oook, wash dishes and do everything with-

out saying a word, but I am saving that privilege until I am really pressed at 
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school* As it is, she does most of the work about the house* D ow that ws 

have a refrigerator it will be easier to do shopping fo r several days ahead* 

We have a surplus again from our food pot so that we plan t o stock up with 

extras* We decided that no matter how often we had a money su rplus in the 

food pot, we would not cut down since this is the last item i n our budget which 

should be decreased* Yuriko is very efficient at planni ng and we have choice 

foods all the time now* There has been a slight decline in the cost of food 

in the past few  weeks,  but most of the credit is due to  Yuriko 1 s  capable 

management* 

Thus far, we have made favorable adjustments to the ne w situation and 

there isn't any doubt in our minds that any conflict will  develop* I think 

that the main reason is that we like to cooperate and do t hings for each other* 

Yuriko says that this is much more important than making m oney* Her philosophy 

is that one should enjoy living, and that's why we ge t so much pleasure out of 

little things* I doubt if I could have made adequate adjustments at sohool if 

Yuriko were any other type of personality* She says that she has "studied" me 

so that she knows how to handle me when I get difficul t, but admits that it 

hasn't been a hard job since I don't give her much oppor tunity to get alarmed 

about behavior and mental attitudes on my part* 
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We are having oat trouble again» and I certainly do regre t that I was 

not firm in evioting them from the vent above our bathroom . It rained 

furiously last night» and most of today» and when I oam e home from the barber 

shop this morning» Yuriko said that there was a horribl e smell in the bath* 

room* Upon investigation we disoovered that there was a le ak and it was bring-

ing all of the oat deposits down into the room* We had to flee out of there 

as it was so bad and I still haven't been able to figure out how I am going 

to remedy the situation* By the demooratio vote» Yuriko eleoted that I go in 

and olean out the mess so I stuffed some ootton in my nose an d got a lot of it 

eliminated* The odor still was strong so I finally spray ed the room with flit— 

at least it changed the smellt Anyway, this is our reward fo r feeling sorry for 

those oatst I will have to figure out some way to get t hem out—maybe set up 

another box on the roof so they will have shelter* This b uilding is so old 

that we get worried every time it rains for fear of leaks*  Pee-yew» those 

smelly oatsl 

I didn't feel in the meod for studying last night or today* Y uriko oaught 

me taking a nap a oouple of times when I said that I was go ing to study so I 

had to tell her that I was formulating the outline of a ola ss paper in my mind» 

but her response was» "you were sleeping so don't liet" I hop e that I am not 

getting diffioult for her* It's hard to keep awake readi ng a lot of the dry 

books assigned» poor meI 

Yuriko and I went shopping this afternoon in the rain * We bought about 

six dollars of food for the weekend» and extra things to put in ourrefrigerator* 

As we got out on the street» I suddenly disoovered that I had  been short changed 55/ 
didn't 

but Yuriko/belie ve me at first* I wanted to go back and deman d Justice» but 

Yuriko said that it was my fiault for not counting the  ohange while there* "But» 

I never oount the ohange and besides I trust people»" I pou ted* To whioh Yuriko 
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reasoned» "There isn't anything you oan do about It now as i t is too late«* 

Then I thought that a wife should at least stand by her husba nd in moments 

of orises» and it made me sore to think that the salesman took me for a 

"suoker" so I was all for going baok for a showdown* Yuriko w ent baok with 

me so that I oould resolve the prinoiple of the issue but she  wasn't too 

enthusiastic* I was mad that I had been taken advantage o f in that way** 

espeoially from a Co-op store« but when Turiko wouldn't ra ise her voioe with 

mine» but "I'll be right behind you for moral support" I deo ided to let the 

matter drop* I walked home in a huff* 

Yuriko raised my morale by oooking suoh a tasty dinners we had ham steak» 

oandied sweet potatoes» peas» rice» piokles, tea» lettuoe  and avooado salad* 

And» we will eat our dessert of fresh strawberries and toa sted English muffins 

in a little while* Suoh meals we have been eating lately ! We figured that we 

oould spend extra for tonight sinoe "we would have had to  spend at least |4 a 

plate for a dinner like this if we went to a restaurant!" We hare steak again 

for tomorrow unless we go over to eat at the hostel* Yuriko  has been working 

all evening finishing up her $25 or |S0 suit she is making ( jacket and skirt) 

so that we oan wear our new things tomorrow for Easter* Bu t it looks like it 

will rain again so we won't go to the Bronx zoo this week*  Ethel went up to 

Boston to be with her folks so we won't be seeing her as plan ned* I've been 

reading the papers all evening so I guess I won't get any s tudying done again 

this weekend* 

We listened to Truman's speech over the radio this evening* I t sounded 

noble and inspired» but didn't appear to be more signi ficant than political 

strategy* The old game of politics gambles even with int ernational peaoe* 

Truman said that international freedom was based upon Je ffersonian democracy» 

and that the U*S* now had the responsibility to give this inalienable freedom 
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to the oppressed peoples of the world* He based this ple a also upon the 

Monroe doctrine and that we must stamp out the smoldering oonfliots whioh 

may spread out over the world since it was up to the U*S* to put out this 

fire* It sounded idealistio when he said that we must s tand guard at the 

edifioe of freedom whioh was the U.N,•«that the U*N* was Man's Hope« but we 

must supplement its  functions I  I guess fruman feels that Russia won't take 

up the ohallenge so he said some bold things* It's a pretty r isky path he 

is oonmitting this country to* Truman also said that p rices must come down 

in order to preserve our domestic economy so that we coul d take our place in 

the preservation of democracy in the world* He made some strong statements 

that free enterprise did not mean that they could take li cense and abuse the 

profit motive because of greed* I think that an OPA conti nuation might have 

been more effective in preventing the inflation now with us . We are just be» 

ginning to pay the prioe for the past war and the lesson  has not been learned* 

It's hard for one to be optimistic about the world futu re when there is suoh 

turmoil going on now* And the question inevitably arises i "how oan one person 

among 2 billion in the world do much in the way of politica l action?" People 

are too busy thinking about what to wear for Easter» how to make a living» and 

-things like that to be too concerned about people outs ide of their small 

community* We get more and more education« but that does n't make the problems 

any smaller« only more complicated* I guess human bein gs are destined to live 

in a vicious oirole because of their own mistakes in the p ast* 
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The weather miraculously favored NYC and the temperatur e rose oyer 50 

degrees overnight. It was around 76 degrees today and the fi rst time this 

year that we have been able to go out without an overcoat * It was so beauti-

ful and warm out« really spring« We got up around noon a nd deoided to go to 

the Bronx too so Yuriko rushed the completion of the button holes on her 

jacket and we got all deoked out in our new outfits "like  twins I"  A little 

boy called us "show offs" when he saw us* There were terrif ic orowds out all 

over the city« but few informally dressed as we were* We h ad a very nioe time 

wandering around in the EOO« but we found it more pleasan t to go to the botan-

ical gardens* It was so quiet and peaceful there and eve rything was just on 

the verge of getting green* We followed a small stream all the way through 

the park and hiked around for several hours* We ended up in the Jewish district 

in the upper Bronx« but the housing was much better ther e than on the lower East 

side* It is Jewish Passover Week so that all of the stor es were closed. Many 

refugees live up there and they all sit on chairs out on the sidewalks to gossip* 

It looked much more neighborly than downtown* Millions  of people were parading 

up and down Fifth Avenue« but we didn't venture down there as we knew that it 

would be too suffocating and we preferred to be out in the open air* We had 

such a marvelously good time tool 

Around 6 p.m. we went over to the hostel« and Yuriko*s pare nts wondered 

what had happened to us since we haven't been over there for  about a month* 

They seemed to be quite happy to see us* Since our bathroom had a strong oat 

smell in it yet« we both took a bath over at the hostel b efore we left* We 

had dinner there with the Issei cook and her tiro daughte rs* Joanie is still 

a problem girl) she likes everyone to urge her to eat and then she acts 

oontrary* She had a nervous breakdown« no doubt from a c ombination of many 

frustrations and mental anxieties* Joanie likes to b e oontrary and aggressively 

seeks an argument by saying opposing things« but we refu sed to be bothered—just 
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felt sorry for her* Her sister was muoh friendlier and a cted more normal« 

The mother is a very nioe old ladyj she has been in this co untry over SO 

years| speaks better English than the average Isseij likes us beoause we 

enjoy her cooking so muoh» including the Japanese dish es« 

After dinner we played ping pong for a while and oomplet ed the process 

of exhausting ourselves« Then we sat around in the living room for a while 

and talked with her parents« Mrs« M. said that she was qu ite worried about 

one of her orphaned nephews, but her brother in Japa n would not send his 

address for fear that Mrs« M« would send the boy all the thi ngs from Amerioa 

and forget him« Mrs« M« said that it was her duty to help the boy and that 

her brother had property so that he oould make his own livin g without too 

muoh extra help« 

Mr« M« talked at length about his future plans« He said t hat the hostel 

was not expected to be open beyond October of this year and perhaps it was 

just as well sinoe resettlement to this city had dropped t o a trickle and he 

only had a residue of people who were not willing to do thin gs for themselves 

staying on and on at the hostel« He was quite concerned abou t their future 

beoause he felt that an economic depression would hit thi s group the first 

sinoe they had no specific skills« He thought that maybe t hey would get out 

more on their own if they were not so dependent upon the ho stel« As for him-

self» Mr. M« said that he was dickering for the purchase o f another cleaning 

shop in the German district. He also said that he is going t o look at some 

land in Westchester as he thinks there is a great future i n gardening out here. 

He felt that he oould make a good profit on chrysanthemum s the first year» 

but that he was thinking of developing a new process of s eed planting which 

had been perfected in Japan during the war. He said that i t increased the 

yield 60?& by this process and he was planning to go in to partnership with the 

Issei who had the rights to this process in this country« Mr . M. has put in 
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an order for a station wagon and he asked if I would oome t o Detroit with him 

late this year to help drive it baok* lfrs* M. did not seem  to be so opposed 

to his plans on this oooasion* but she was rather soeptio al that he oould 

really do all of these things« and very oonoerned about th e risks in losing 

money* Mr* M*s stook answers to her fears are that she sh ould stay home and 

take oare of the dog while he made the moneyI Yuriko said t hat her parents 

must think highly of me now beoause they wrote glowing l etters about her nioe 

marriage to  tfie  relatives in Japan* We also found out that Katuo got m arried 

in Japan as his parents thought that he was getting too ol d to be a bachelor* 

He will probably remain there indefinitely and the ohanoes are that he will 

be working for the U*S* for quite some time as the oooupati on is going to last 

for some years aooording to present military plans* Kasuo  oan't find a deoent 

suit in Japan so Yuriko is going to help Mr* M* shop for it ne xt week* She 

also plans to make her mother some dresses and skirts fo r her birthday present* 

Mr* M* liked my jaoket very muoh so Yuriko said that she wo uld make one for him* 

I hope that Yuriko doesn't take too muoh upon herself« but  she usually manages 

to complete what she sets out to do* 

The Italian family downstairs is celebrating Easter unt il late hours| I 

wish that they would find some other tune to play on the piano as it gets a 

bit monotonous to hear the same thing month after month* Th ey seem to have 

large family parties on every holiday and they oertain ly do enjoy themselves* 
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Today was my first field day at the office of Publio W elfare on 68th 

Street» and I was so tired when I got home that Yuriko al lowed me to take 

a nap after dinner for an hour or so* I have read a bit this evening« but 

my oonoentration powers are low» I plan to go to bed in a fe w minutes as 

it is no use foroing myself, despite all of my resolutions  that this would 

be the week that I would dig into my studies. I know that I wi ll pass« but 

I shouldn't get overconfident or I might find myself in dif ficulties at the 

end of this quarter* My mind was preoooupied all evenin g about the oat 

problem on the roof* I went up there and found that the oats have now moved 

out into a box« but from conditioned habit the kittens sti ll oome down the 

vent to deposit their wastes and the unsanitary oondi tion gets worse* I spoke 

to the Italian woman who owns the oats and she was sorry bec ause "it stinks" 

but she didn't understand much English* The vent is so ol d that the covering 

has been broken to bits and that is why it leaks so muoh* M y problem is to 

get lumber to build a new top for it and to clean up the  mess  »which will be 

a stinking job indeed* I would like to do it before the rainy  season starts 

as it will certainly inconvenience us to have a pee-yew bat hroom because 

Yuriko»s friends might wonder what we have been eatin g when they oome to visitl 

My first day at the Publio Welfare unit was physioally a nd mentally ex-

hausting, but I think that it didn't prove to be as muoh a hardship as on the 

other new students. There are two student units there*  We were in group and 

individual oonferenoes all morning, and I think that i t won't be too difficult 

for me as my supervisor. Miss Loughrey (pronounoed Loo krey) seems to think 

that I am pretty experienced and she has already given me three oases* I don't 

know any of the state laws or administrative procedures bu t I scheduled home 

visits for Wednesday as I figured that the best way to le arn was to get started 

and not stew around the office getting all complicated in a lot of details which 
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will probably never be used anyway* Hiss Chan« a student i n the other unit« 

thinks that I am very brave for planning to go out on a  home visit during the 

first week there* 

I am in Unit #25 of the Department of Publio Welfare and t his inoludes 

the area from 79th to 119th* and from East River to Fifth Avenue* Most of 

our oases will be along East River sinoe there are a lot of rioh people living 

near Fifth Ave* The distriot is a very depressed one* crowd ed, high rates of 

death from various flipeases* It inoludes Yorkville (Ger man seotion)* Irish 

district* Puerto Rioan area« and part of lower Harlem* T he Puerto Rioan problem 

is the most aoute sinoe so many of them are being crowded into that distriot 

and housing is terrible* It should be an interesting experience working in 

that office* 

There are 10 students in our unit) most of them have been there for two 

quarters already* The supervisor handled me individua lly as she said that I 

didn*t need as much instruction as the other students* Ri ght around the build-

ing there is a fire station and I watched the firemen praot ioing jumps from 

our building at lunohtime* I think that I made a mistake i n not going to lunoh 

with the others but it was too cold to walk seven blocks and I didn't have my 

overooat sinoe I anticipated warm weather* I walked aroun d the PW area* Hunter 

College for girls is there as well as a police court* foundl ing home and various 

other social institutions* I have to acquaint myself with  the oity—and also 

the state laws—so that I will be more at ease in doing this work* The super* 

visor took us on a tour of the building and I notioed that a great many of the 

applicants were Puerto Rioans* One of my oases will be a Puerto Rioan (father 

a former mental patient* illigimate son in the family* po verty strioken* mother 

now having her fourth ohild and it should be born by the t ime I go there this 

week* eto*) My other oase is a 73 year old Irish widow on o ld age assistance* 
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I haven't read the third yet* 

I met all of the students In the tiro units, but I do not reo all their 

names* Most of them seemed to be fairly matured* There Is on e Nisei girl 

from Hawaii, two Chinese girls from China, and the rest are oauoaslans (many 

of Jewish desoent)* There are no Negro student workers In ou r unit, although 

a number of the regular olvll service workers In the buildi ng are Negro* I 

don't know why they send the Negro students mostly to the agenoles In Harlem—I 

wouldn't like that sort of treatment! 
gill 

Yurlko has been Ironing my shirts all evening and she Is so  tired now* 

She just oalled me to tell me to go to bed as I have to ge t up early again 

In the morning to go to classes* 



2406 

8 April 1947» Tuesday 

Yuriko worries so muoh when I don't study so I sneaked in here on the 

pretext of writing an outline for a olass paper after readi ng a book for 40 

minutes • • • spring fever is in the air and one must enj oy the beauties of 

nature* I attended two classes today and we have some ve ry good discussions* 

I am one of a few in the Culture olass who enjoys it» but I supp ose that is 

because I have been "tainted" with sociology* Most of the olass have pretty 

well absorbed the psyohoanalytioal approach of viewing ind ividuals and they 

don*t like it when it is taught that the culture may als o profoundly influ-

ence personality* I don't see why they get so distrubed abo ut it because 

there really is no conflict» but students have a habit of clinging vehemently 

to the latest things they have learned without really tes ting it out and 1 

think that thi s is the root of their non acceptance of the  Culture oour6o* 

I went to lunch with Kenny and invited him to bring Kimi ove r for dinner 

on Saturday* It was suoh a warm afternoon that I didn't feel muoh like brow-

sing in the library so I came home early* Yuriko was just le aving for work 

after oleaning up the house end shopping* She said t hat she had arranged to 

have some music written for her projected dances in th e fall—at $10 per 

line. It was a good thing that she left the house because I finally got 

around to starting a most unpleasant task* I went up to the roof to olean 

the vent and it was the stinkingest job I have ever done* The vent was 

jammed full of trash» rags» old bones» dirt and so forth* A fter chasing the 

oat family out» I took the rusted top off and began to re aoh down for all 

the junk* When I got halfway down» the stench became hor rible* I was using 

a stick to uncover the trash» and I got a sick feeling in my st omaoh when I 

uncovered a dead kitten which was crawling with magots* T he Italian women all 

leaned out of the houses and made remarks about the stink a nd felt sorry for 

me* The woman next door was so happy that I was oleaning up the mess because 

she just couldn't open her windows on account of the smel l* It was really 
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her fault for allowing the oat to live in the vent. But  she was most helpful 

and she loaned me a dustpan and other things. She oould n't speak English but 

we got along fine by the use of sign language. The stenc h got so band that 

I motioned to the Italian lady that I would like cotton fo r my nose. She 

smiled happily and came running out with some perfume whioh she proceeded to 

dab on my ohoekl I don't know what a 200 pound lady would b e doing with suoh 

delicate perfume» but it did help* After two and one-ha lf hours of hard la* 

bor I finally got the mess all oleaned up. I poured disinfe ctant down the 

vent to try and purify the space. This evening I went up again to haul the 

boxes of junk downstairs through the other house as it was too difficult to 

bring it down from the roof of our building. I also built a t emporary top 

for the vent» but will nail it down as soon as it is comple tely sanitary. 

Die unpleasant job gave me suoh a headache that I napped un til Turiko 

came home. We had a late dinner» but I didn't tell Turiko ab out the prize 

I found in the vent for fear that it would spoil her dinner . She has some 

kind of secret desert we are going to eat in a while. Yuriko  isn't doing 

any sewing this evening» just reading PM. She bought a blo use for her mother 

and plans to make a skirt and dress for the birthday pre sent. The whole 

evening is gone now» and I didn't study again after all, tsk» tskl I must 

reform soon. 

\ 
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I had quite a busy day today* spent most of the morning r eading publio 

welfare department polioies and wrote letters to my new  oases* This after-

noon» I went out on my first oase and did not have any diffiou lty with it* 

Didn't feel nervous or go through the anxiety pains whioh n ew students undergo 

beoause I have had some previous experienoe in this so rt of thing* My ap-

pointment was for one, and sinoe the Hostel was only four b looks from my 

first oase I went up there for a 30 oents lunoh and got muo h more than what 

I usually get in restaurants* / 

There was a Icibei boy with his wife and ohild having lunoh th ere, and he 

said that he "read" about me someplaoe* Said that he knew me  in SF but I 

didn't recognize him* At that time he was in domestio w ork and used to 

ohauffeur Mariko and her orowd around the bay area in his employer's oar* 

He was at Gila, but left early so that he wouldn't get draft ed—later put in 

four F* Worked in a defense faotory in Chioago until end of wa r and then 

oame to NYC* Has been working in domestic work with his wif e, but olaims 

"Jew" employers are "cheap" and they want muoh more f or their money* Thinks 

that he will go baok to the ooast and do farm work as he is t ired of this 

oity* Never did get settled during resettlement as everyt hing to him was just 

temporary. 

I had ooffee with Mr. M. afterwards, while Mrs* M* play ed solitaire. I 

don't know if I embarrass her or not, but I notice she goes t o great lengths 

about why I don't speak Japanese, what I am doing, and s o forth to the Issei 

and Eibei residents there. I don't think she likes it w hen I tell Kibei 

that Jaok is married to a oauoasian as she thinks it ha s something to do 

about refleotion on heri but, all in all, she seems to ha ve aooepted my mar-

riage to her daughter fairly well. The kibei boys said, "Gee, you got mar-

ried to pretty girl, yo?" 

Mr. M. apparently is serious about buying property up i n Westohester 
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oounty. Said that he went to look at it yesterday and he want « to buy the 

five aoree for $3600, claims it is virgin woodland and it w ould be wonderful 

for a nursery. He said that Mr. Usuami wrote  tiiat  he was ooming baok to NYC 

from Chicago due to change of plans, and Mr. M. thought t hat it would be nioe 

if we oould drive up to see the land in Mr. U*s oar some Sund ay. There is no 

house on the property, but Mr. M. says it is only 25 miles and he oould commute 

or else build a "shaok" temporarily. It is in a very wea lthy suburban area with 

many mansions around the place and a private airport. 

Turiko just got home and she is busy oooking. She said tha t she had a 

nioe day at the studio. She heard something on the radio about  Adler shoes 

making one "elevated* and giving great self confidence w ith the women so she 

asked if I needed a pair. I thought that I did well enough getting her with-

out high shoes so that was the signal for her to delay ooo king for a while to 

smoooh. Ethel was supposed to come for dinner but the plan s were changed. 

Setsuko wrote and asked about using my oase data, but I ref erred her to 

U. C. for permission. She got some sort of grant from Hos enwald Foundation 

to make a study on the Nisei and she desoribed quite an ambit ious projeot. At 

least the Nisei in Chicago are going to get studied a lot ; there are quite a 

few writing a thesis on them. All I want to do is to get my th esis finished 

as I certainly don't intend to devote my life to writi ng about the Nisei 

problems as some will no doubt do. There isn't any future i n it. 

My interview with the Vales family went off very well, and I wrote up 

an 8 page rough draft report on it before I oame home for t he day. The other 

new students are still reading oase records, but I thin k it only oonfuses 

themj the best thing to do is to go out and get started. The  Veles family 

oertainly is a complicated one. The father is a former mental institution 

oase and now a religious fanatioj Mother pregnant and exp ecting next week| 
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oldest ton—age 9—illegitimate and with personality and sohool problemsj lot 

of sibling rivalry among the three ohildrenj 2 year old son likes to orawl 

into the kitohen and tarn the gas jet on beoause he likes t he hissing sound 

so they have to put a board aoross the door* The family ha s to exist on a 

budget of $141.00 a month and with rising prioes it is dif fioult so I may be 

able to get some temporary extras. I think my oase supervi sor will allow me 

to use my judgement as she seems fairly pleased with my pr ogress thus far. I 

wrote a very detailed oase report this time beoause tha t is expeoted of new 

students—inoluding almost the number of times Mr. V. ble w his nose and things 

like that. The family originally oame from Puerto Rioo* but they are not 

foreigners sinoe they have U.S. oitisenship. The Velez fam ily are oausasian 

types and not Negroid like so many of the reoent migrants from there. That 

area is so congested that many families double up in apar taaents and many of 

the restrictions plaoed upon Negroes are applied to the Pu erto Rioans. It's 

a hell of a mess. 
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Not too strenuous a day. I had a class this afternoon, an d one this 

evening. Just got home. The process of adjusting to schoo l is smoother now 

and I don't mind the classes at all. In fact, I am getting int erested in 

some of them. One of these days I have to start thinking of writing the 

class papers since I don't want them to all pile up on me at the end of the 

quarter. I worked on one last night until 12s30. The floo r must be thin 

because the noisy family downstairs were disturbed«—I h eard the son yell 

something about getting a broom to hit the ceiling« I g uess I must be more 

considerate hereafter, but it certainly is funny that the y should  protest I 

Yuriko didn't urge me to go to bed since she was happy tha t I settled down 

for the evening. She was asleep when I quit* 

Yuriko hasn 11 been feeling well, but nothing definitely wrong. I thi nk 

that she is not used to the early hours of getting up a nd she has been 

working hard lately. She cooks breakfast every morning , and lately cooking 

at night, even doing the dishes. I sit in class sometime a nd daydream about 

how considerate she is and I get lonesome for  her I  This evening she went 

to the benefit performance for the miners killed in the C entralla coal mine* 

Woody Guthrie is on the program so Yuriko went with Major ie since I had a 

night class. I got some GI books this evening so now I have something to 

do this weekend. 

Yuriko and I were talking about GI insurance last night. I allowed ny 

policy to lapse after I got out of the service and I wondere d if I should 

renew it« Ve both felt that we expected to be able to provide for our old 

age and not to die young so I'm not doing about It. Ve sho uld have some 

sort of protection but we can 11 afford it right now. We are optimistic that 

one of these days we will get economio  security I 

Significant news items Jackie Robinson is going to play w ith Brooklyn 

this year—the first Negro to get in the Big League. 
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Well here I an at the Public Welfare Office and it is only mi d-afternoon 

bat I have finished all of the assigned work for the day * It is so niee 

today that I don't feel like reading the manual• I vent ou t on a home visit 

this morning and had a pleasant visit with an old Irish w oman, 77 years old, 

who is on Old Age assistance. Mrs. Toohill is preoccupied with death and a 

lot of her discussing hinted that she was "not long for th is world. n Despite 

this attitude, she seemed to have a wnarkable sense of hu mor for one who is 

so lonesome. She has outlasted all of her relatives and he r chief concern 

now is to get a new dress so that she can go to the Great Be yond looking 

"decent." She is not the demanding type of case and was very reluctant to 

ask for the extra budget allowance which I will try ny be st to get for her. 

I don't see how she is able to manage on $62 a month, but she gets by. Mrs. 

T. told me a lot of Irish stories and a great deal about he r early days in 

this country. She came at the time Grover Cleveland was pre sident and thought 

that this was a land of abundance until she saw the long brea dlines in Massachusetts. 

She was only 17 then and had to go to work In a  m^ 11  for 15 hours a day at 

low pay. Eventually she got married and after 50 years her h usband died so 

she was left alone. Mrs. T. has one sister In Mass. whom she ha s not seen 

for 60 years, and a brother in law who is a "bad" Irishman for changing his 

faith to Baptist. Said that this relative had swell cars an d pocketed all 

of the money given for the Lord for his own use. She told t he story with 

such a sense of good humor that it was funny. I think that I will be able 

to get along nicely with her. Mrs. T. has a practical outlo ok on life even 

at her advanced age. She said that since the age of 17 she l earned that it 

was best to look on the bright side of things, "but you young people have more 

to worry about with the atom bomb and things like that." She said that while 

coming over from Ireland the ship got in a storm and ever ybody started to pray 

but she went and ate oranges because she felt that it would  be too bad for the 

fish to get them. 
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The area where Mrs. T. lives is a part of Yorkville and popu lated thickly 

with people of German extraction. It was so nice out tha t I walked back to 

the office through thie section and enjoyed the sights. At lunchtime I went 

to a little Jewish restaurant with a group from the offic e to eat pastrami 

sandwiches. All of them rushed back to the office to work  early, but another 

girl and I walked towards Central Park in order to enjoy t he fresh air. Her 

name 3s Iris and she is very politically conscious I f ound out. 

latert 

When I got home I found a note for me saying that I should n ot cook. 

Yuriko did all of the shopping for the weekend and I don't k now how she managed 

to come out so much ahead. She has been buying carefully s o we had a couple 

of dollars surplus even after she bought all of the food for the weekend. 

When Yurilro came home we decided to buy a gallon of Califor nia wine with the 

extra and next week we will get some needed pots. If food prices comes down 

a bit we will be able to get household utilities a bit at a tim e. I still 

don't see how she managed so efficiently though—I think tha t the grocery 

and vegetable salesmen gives her more than when I shop becau se they fall for 

fem"nine pulchritude. 

Yuriko went to the Railroad Benefit last night and said t hat it was a 

fair gathering, but she heard enough folk songs and banjo s to last for a long 

time. Woody wrote a couple of new songs in memory of the mi ners killed. This 

evening Yuriko is starting the housecleanlng as we have co mpany tomorrow 

evening. I wish that she would take it easy because she ha s been doing a lot 

of dancing this week with all of her rehearsals and classe s. 

Announcement from Emiko saying that she will graduate from nursing 

school next week. 3 yrs. certainly went by fast and she Is now much better 

prepared for a Job than Bette. Y. sent Mom an Easter card. 
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Afternoon: A vara spring day outside provided little incl ination for 

strenuous mental effort* Yuriko has just left for the stud io to teach a 

private student and rehearse for the Harvard concert, l eaving behind strict 

orders for me to discipline 07 efforts towards academ' c subjects. All morning 

long, ve cleaned the house and ve can 11 understand where all the dust came 

from. Yuriko deemed the kitchen and the living room thoroug hly last night 

for several hours and exhausted herself. She didn't ask me t o help, but I 

felt a bit guilty as I just sat here and typed on a clas s paper so that  my 

weekend would be free. This morning I got up around nine and waxed the floors 

of the two rooms, making a lot of noise so that Yuriko wou ld see how strenu-

ously I was laboring but she slept soundly. I then went to  the postofflce and 

picked up the package which contained the steam iron sent  by Mariko—at last! 

(Ue had reconciled ourselves to waiting until the year 1s guarantee ran out 

before receiving it.) I made breakfast and Yuriko finally c ame. She looked 

much better and refreshed after a good night's slumber. Sh e sat near the 

window in order to allow the warm sun rays to flow all ove r her, and said 

that it was my turn to write to Mariko and thank her—but, I r eminded her 

that according to Emily Post, the wife was supposed to sen d letters of thanks. 

Her comeback was that she would put the letter in the postbo x if I wrote it. 

Further, she added, Emily Post did not authorise drink ing coffee with a loud 

slurp as was my custom. 

After breakfast, Yuriko reviewed the housecleanlng task n eeded to be 

completed and assigned me to dusting the window sills. How ever, I found a 

shoeshiners kit out on the fire escape so spent most of my  time fixing it up 

for use as a hassock as well as shoebox—getting double u tility out of the 

object. Yuriko happily never does nag me and she finis hed the bedroom and 

study by herself altho I made a gesture and mopped up. The n we smooched for 

awhile and it was time for her to leave. I don't know what Y uriko has been 

doing but she mentioned that she earned $85 this week. N o wonder she looked 
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so tired the past few days» She said that her work came in str eaks and she 

wanted to have enough for our next months budget in case he r income dropped 

sharply. I think we are mightly fortunate when I think of ho w relief clients 

have to manage on a budget of $140 for five people. 

Kenny and Kind are coming for dinner this evening and It  is my job to 

cook since Yuriko won't be come until about 6:00. I just f inished reading 

the booklet on pressure cooking so I think that I will exper iment with the 

chicken and surprise Yuriko. She is so agreeable that she never  gets  irritated 

with me, but she doesn't like it when I tell her that when  water is boiling, 

it can't get any hotter so don't waste  gas I  Vhen I notice a troubled frown 

growing on her face, I quickly make amends because she mig ht get angry and it 

could lead to our first big argument! In three more days  we will be celebrating 

our seventh month of marriage and it certainly has been a hap py period. I 

never realised that It could be possible for two peopl e to get along so nicely 

with an optimum fever of love in this relationship. Yuri ko says that some-

thing must be wrong with us because we don't crave socia l activity and we are 

so smug being l̂y ourselves. Well, it is interesting to b e home alone with her 

and it certainly keeps us happy. We never know when a great pas sion is going 

to seize us so we like to be alone when we feel in the mood f or smooching— 

which seems to be continuously! I'd better read a textboo k now and quit this 

spring fever for now* 
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Kenny and Kimi came over for dinner last night, and since Yuriko was 

rehearsing, I did the cooking. We had a nice quiet dinner . Kimi doesn't 

drink so we didn't get any liquids other than wine. Host  of the evening was 

spent in light tall:, a bit about school and work, a nd some gossip. Kenny is 

getting worried about his future plane since he graduate s from the NY school 

by the end of September. Contrary to ny belief, he said tha t social work 

jobs were not too plentiful here in NYC since all the best so cial workers like 

to be here. The wage rate is skill low, but going up due to  Union pressure. 

Kenny felt that this was the only city in the country whi ch had an excess 

of applicants. He said that Nao Hoshino, who was in my cl ass in Berkeley is 

still looking for a Job after three months of searching. Kenny felt that he 

night have to go out of town, but he didn't know how he woul d adjust to that 

as he would like to remain in NYC. He thought that he might  go to Hawaii 

if an opportunity presented itself. "At least," he remar ked, "I don't have 

to worry about my family support since they own their own farm in Reodley now 

and I personally had the pleasure of paying off the last i nstallment on the 

mortgage before I came back here." He said that the Japane se farmers in 

centred California were having a difficult time because they gave up their 

lnnd, but the few who hung on "are really raking the mone y in now due to high 

prices.* 

Kim remarked that they had seen Warren and Betty recentl y, but confided 

that she didn't seem to have much in common with Betty. Yuriko said that she 

felt the same way. Kimi then went on to tell more about Betty. She said that 

Betty's family made a great deal of money on war contracts du ring the war and 

her family was very well off so that Warren had some feel ings about marrying 

into a "rich fam ly." Betty's mother is flying out here th is summer from 

Hawaii to "see what Warren is like," and we all felt sym pathetic for Warren. 

Kim: said that Betty never did any reading, and she couldn 't see what common 

interests they had. We all agreed that Betty did have a h andicap in not 
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being exposed to progressive ideas, bat Warren was making some progress« 

Kim' thought that Betty would eventual] y force Warr  ¡n  to go back to Hawaii 

with her, "because she  isn !  t  very secure without her family and seems to be 

influenced by them a great deal." 

Later Yuriko mentioned that we would lil:e to get out of t he city some-

time as we liked to hike and Kimi said that they liked th ose things too and 

thought perhaps we could make future plans for an outin g* Yuriko said that 

Duggy might be able to rent a cabin for the summer near NYC an d we could go 

out weekends. It all depends upon how heavy my schedule is in the summer 

months at school* Kimi is emerging as more of a personality  now that we know 

her better and she talks quite readily. She used to be so quiet* Kenny 

also acts muoh more at ease, and indirectly said that he did have a heavy 

schedule at school last quarter so was preoccupied in t he last few weeks of 

the term« 

We had purchased  6j pounds of chicken, assuming that they were heavy 

eaters, but only Kenny did justice to the meal* So this mor ning, I steamed 

up some rice and chicken and fixed up a container of hot co ffee for Yuriko 

to take to the studio for Martha Graham because she has to have a special 

diet and "eats mostly out of cans." We felt sorry that sh e couldn't enjoy 

foods like us* Yuriko has to rehearse until three so we were up by mid-

morning* She wanted me to go to Washington Park with a bo ok and sit on a 

bench and study, but this would be too much temptation for me to loaf so I 

will start reading a psychiatry book soon as I finish the  Sunday papers. 

Washington Park is one of the most beautiful spots in th e city right now as 

everything has turned green and all the students from NY U, mothers with 

children, tourists, Village 'artists 1 and many others go there to enjoy 

nature in the middle of the city. I would prefer to get furt her into the 

country where I would not see the Empire State Building wh en I looked up. 

A lot of artists display their paintings in Washington Squar e when it gets 
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warm. Kenny said last night that there were two young Nise i artists he knew 

who lived around here. One of then, Coke Sonoda, is so bro ke that Kenny giTes 

him his old clothes. He lives in a loft with about six ot her struggling 

young artists. The other Nisei, Geo. Konoshima, is marr ied to a Eurasian 

who supports him and he is happy Just painting all day long, b ut Kenny didn't 

know what would happen to this ideal situation if the wi fe suddenly decided 

that she didn't want to go on with that arrangement. Both C oke and Geo. were 

on the campus at the time the war broke out and I met them briefly on several 

occasions but I had no idea that they were "artistic.'' 

Now to go read the Sunday papers! 
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This is our seventh months anniversary so we had a special breakfast 

and it was difficult for me to dash off to the office, I susp ect that 

Y riko is planning to cook something special this evening as I just got 

home and there is a note telling me not to cook, I was over to the hostel 

this noon for a 30£ lunch since  ray  case for the afternoon was around that 

area« They fed me so much—after the rest had left the tabl e Mrs. I brings 

me chicken and Mrs. M. gives me coffee and cake. At the hos tel I met a 

girl, Rosemary Sugiyama. She is a kibei, speaks Japane se most of the time, 

and is very reserved. I was struck by the fact that individ uals certainly 

do adjust in different ways. Rose came back from Japan abo ut the same time 

as Yuriko and went to the same high school in Los Angeles. B ut she has not 

become very accomodated to the American life to the same degree. Rose is 

now going to Teacher's College and majoring in English tea ching as she plans 

to go back to Japan to teach there, as I don't speak English so well and couldn't 

get a job here. Mrs. A. said that Rose plans to find a husb and in Japan 

because she does not have much of an opinion of the Nisei or Ki bei. 

We had a group conference in the office all morning so I did n't get to 

my case until afternoon. I went to visit Mrs. So race who pr oved to be a 

most interesting woman, looking much younger than her 38 years. She told 

me that her husband "married" her 17 years ago by saying " we are married" 

because she didn't know the customs of this country s ince she had just arrived 

from Czechoslovak  ia.  Then her husband borrowed 0700 from her to go to schoo l 

and never had a Job other than WPA. He was put in the army in lieu of prose-

cution on a forgery charge. Before he went into the army , he married another 

girl in the Bronx and had a child by her. Then he returned to Mrs. S. and 

had another child (making 3 in all.) Then he went to Eng land with the army 

and married an English girl and had two children by her. He now  is in the 

merchant marines, and Mrs. S. said that she was through w ith him. Her 

children are legal since it was a common law marriage so she is eligible 
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for the Aid to the Dependent children program of assistanc e. She manages her 

household on $127 a month« 

Mrs. S. said that she used to have TB of the lungs, an d she has had 

one kidney removed. One of her sons stutters and is havi ng behavior probl^ 

at school so I have to see him eventually in order to wor k out some kind of a 

program for his personality development. Mrs, S. told me  a lot about her 

youth in the old country and how different the customs w ere here. She thinks 

that she will stay permanently in the US with her sons sin ce they would be 

maladjusted if they went to her native land, and she doean 1t know what 

happened to her own family since the war. Mrs. S. said t hat her 14 year 

old son has taken up smoking, but she doesn 11 like it and wanted to know if 

she sho Id forbid him. I thought that force would only  rake  him sneak behind 

her back and suggested that she try reasoning first. She l ives in a four 

room steam heated apartment with only a $20 monthly rent, b ut the building 

is so old. It Is right in the middle of the area in which t he Puerto Ricans 

are pouring in. Mrs. S. seems to be pretty democratic a s she said that she 

was a foreigner herself and she didn't look down on anyb ody, but a neighbor 

of hersobjects to "foreigners" coming into that area as "it will force the 

property values down." It*s the same old story  1  We had a nice discussion 

and my next Job is to see if I can get the dep 1t to buy a suit for her son 

who is getting confin ed next month, and work later o n other problems. 
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Yuriko is starting evening rehearsals again so I haven't seen much of 

her in the last couple of days» although she must think that I want to get 

rid of her in order to be with my books. I was writing one o f my class 

papers last night and sort of got preoccupied and felt so g uilty because 

I thought I was neglecting her« It was our 7th month annive rsary too and 

Yuriko cooked suah a special dinner« Ve had a little time  this evening 

before she went to the studio« Yuriko said that she went s hopping with 

her father in order to help him shop for a  suit*  for Kasuo as they  can®  t 

get good ones in Japan« They had lunch together this no on and Yuriko said 

that her father was going to buy the property up in Westche ster county is 

her name, so theoretically we are landowners! Yuriko felt that her father 

would be able to make a go of it so that  it might  be the future he was look* 

ing for all these years« Mr« M. at one tine wanted to be an o peratic singer 

and he spent three years studying in Italy but  cams back  to the U.S. just 

at the time of the depression so he never did get started  outside of giving 

performances in the Japanese communities. At one time he wanted to build 

up a nursery business in order to help struggling Nisei artists by giving 

than part-time work, but the war interferred with this p lan and he had to 

sell out. Since then his plans have broadened so that he want s to help 

out all of the evacuees so that is why he has stuck with the hostel and 

entered the cleaners field« I think that he still plans to open up another 

cleaners shop as he feels that it quickly repays the origi nal Investment 

and he wants to build up some capital In order to put it int o his nursery 

farm project« If it is successful he will be able to encoura ge other 

Japanese to do the same. He doesn't anticipate any oppo sition from the 

wealthy landowners up in Westchester county. I hope that he will be able 

to make a success of it; he seems to have plenty of confide nce in the project« 

Mr« U and another Japanese is going into the project with h im,  7 believe* 
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Yuriko had to teach an extra class this evening so she came dashing 

home for dinner, and much to her surprise found me fast asleep although 

I tried to tall her that I was "thinking" about ny paper« S he says that 

she is going to create a dance called "Pleasure of Escape"  because she has 

gotten so many points from me the way I alibi in order t o postpone studying« 

It was such a nice spring day today that I got drowsy in my s econd dull class. 

Ve hearl  a lecture from Mr. Rodriguez who told us all about the  Puerto Rioan 

cultural background, native superstitions, difficulties in adapting to the 

fast tempo of NYC life, sanitary ignorance, and so forth s o that we would 

have a better appreciation of then in our oases* The thing  which struok 

me about his talk was his constant reference to "low classe s" which he 

implied were the residue who came to NYC and were primaril y "colored" or 

"mixed" and not pure oastillian white like himself-—as if he were apologetie 

about them. It was a bit peculiar coming from a social worke r. But on the 

whole he gave a very realistic presentation of this newes t immigrant group, 

who, after all, are U.S. citizens and entitled to all ben efits of the country« 

From another angle, which Mr« R. indirectly touched upon # the native popu-

lation has been so exploited by U.S. capital that it is lit tle wonder the 

standards of the masses are so low« Over 50 years of U.S. dem ocracy did 

little to improve the standards of living of Puerto Ri co because the 

economic basis was denied to then by large U.S, sugar corp orations which 

were only there to make money« 

There are over 300,000 of these Puerto Ricans here now an d I  don*  t 

blame them for being very suspicious of Americans« Other mi nority groups 

feel that they are "superior" to this group and they right ly resent it. Just 

the other day I was over at the hostel and Mrs« A« made some  remark about them 

being so dirty and didn 11 know how to match colors in sewing buttons on 
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clothes. I could hare told her that Issei need to dress J ust as ridicu-

lously but refrained. I think that this culture cours e is very good for 

social workers because it gives then more of an appreciat ion of other 

cultures as they tend to evaluate too much from the point of view of our 

culture and this is a serious mistake when analyzing per sonality diffi-

culties of other groups as it puts too much emphasis on the psychoanlytical 

interpretation without regard for the environmental bac kground. For this 

reason, many of the students are violently opposed to this course as it 

seems to attack their cherished and newly acquired conc epts learned in the 

school. The trouble, it seems to me, is that social worke rs go overboard 

on the psychoanalytical approach without really masteri ng these tools. 

I didn'1 remain at school to study my assingments as I go t sleepy and 

bored so I came home in order to type, but I read the paper s instead and 

took a nap so that the evening is half gone already. It is going to be 

mighty difficult to concentrate when the hot weather com es. I think that 

I am getting into the swing of things at school now and I will no doubt 

struggle through despite tendencies to be bored at tim es. 

A short time ago, I listened to a radio commentator attack Wallace as 

treasonous and it must have been too reactionary for even the poor radio to 

stand as the object is on the blink now. From the way Wall ace has been 

attacked by our politicians, it sounds as if war with Rus sia were Just around 

the corner. It is a sad commentary on our ftaed freedoms when a man  can't 

express progressive ideas anymore« It seems that we Jus t don't want to 

tolerate any new ideas anymore, but that is how fascism got  a hold in Germany. 

How stupid to say that he cannot speak of the problems of t he world*. We 

seem to 1* bent on a path of intellectual isolationism as well as economic 
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and political, Wallace has just as much a right to speak as Tr uman, and 

I think he says a lot more* It is a sad state of affairs when the great 

American leaders think that only their ideas are valid and that all com-

peting views must be suppressed, and I certainly never expec ted to see the 

day when the Rankin Un-American Committee would be judg ed as the guardians 

of our  freed  en 2 Thank Gosh, we do have men like Wallace who says "I s hall 

go on speaking out for peace whenever men will listen J " B ut certain members 

of Congress wish to try him for treason for "sabotaging our foreign policy* 

in speaking against U.S. military aid to Greece and Turk ey. We certainly 

do need a progressive third party movement if that is goi ng to be the 

majority view of the Republicans and Democrats. 

There seems to be race friction going on in this neighborhood. A  navy 

man was beaten up for living In a house owned by a Negro, an d a gang has been 

going around beating up several Negroes and Jews right around here in order 

to keep Greenwich Village "pure. 11 It's so stupid beoause the thinking is so 

warped. A council has been set up to combat this intoleranc e and more patrol-

men will be put Into this area. One of the beatings happ ened only two blocks 

away. This Is supposed to be a "liberal 11 area tool I can't understand things 

like this, but there are always a few with warped minds In any society* 
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Each time I go to the Public Welfare Department for fiel d work, it 

rains—and today was no exception' I got caught in it this afternoon and 

my suit was quite soaked. I left my one and only hat in Chi cago since I 

an not used to wearing the objects but I guess I will hav e to invest in 
be 

another one/cause the elements are so severe out here. I spent most of the 

morning in conference with  my supervisor and she seems to think  my work is 

satisfactory thus far. I went up to the hostel for lunch again and had  a 

nice meal. Mr. M. wouldn't take any payment for the meal as he said that 

I was "one of the family," but I would rather pay as I wou ld then feel freer 

to eat there, and it is much cheaper than going to  a restaurant. Mrs.  A., 

the cook, always gives me special foods when I come over and wants me to 

warn her in advancej today she gave me cake. It was Turiko 1 s  mother's 

birthday yesterday—she is 55—so she thanked us for the b louse which 

Turiko had sent over. She also mentioned that Turiko got s ome clothes from 

Helen MoGeehee which she was going to send to relative s in Japan. Mr. M. and 

I had  a discussion on his nursery farm plans. He seems to be c oncerned 

about getting enough money to finance the five acres whic h he will develop 

for a nursery. He said  a number of things which indicated that he knows 

his  flowers.. .wants  to raise arysanthumums the first year as he figures he 

can gross $10,000 on it since he knows from experience t hat it does not have 

to be raised in a hothouse like they do out here. He said t hat he has seen 

these plants grow in the snow in Japan so that it could w ithstand the May to 

October climate. He also has some ideas about developing some Japanese buttoa 

plants which cannot be grown in Japan. It seems that he i s confident that 

he can get back his initial investment in one season if it turns out right, 

bwt he hasn't the complete finances yet and may borrow fr om a bank. He wants 
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to keep the land ownership clear but there will be a coupl e of others going 

in with him on the Japanese fertiliser introduction t o this country. He 

said that he was going to experiment with it by growing azeleas which he 

bought cheaply from seme florist. He also has ideas abo ut growing £L roses 

from slips through a secret process of his« 

I was thinking as he talked that perhaps Yuriko and I coul d invest 

some money in his project, but I dicta 11 voice it as I  don*  t want to get 

involved too deeply, but I sounded him out enough to find out that he has 

done considerable planning about his project. He will  try to open a 

cleaners in the meantime as he figures he can make $90 a we ek or more clear 

from it, Yuriko and I talked it over this evening about inv esting and we 

concluded that it might be a good idea as it would help him ou t* We don*t 

expect any profits, but we would want to get our initial c apital back« The 

land will be in her name anyway* Mr* M. said that he and Yo shio could grow 

the first flowers by themselves, but he would have to bu y a small tractor 

and send to California for the slips. Mr. M. wants us to go up to Westchester 

with him on Sunday in order to look the place over. We fe lt that this was 

one way in which we could work for future security but do n ot expect to 

make a profit out of our loan. If Mr. M. makes a success of i t then he 

will have security so that we will not have to worry abou t supporting then 

in later years so there is a double purpose in our thoughts. Anyway, we will 

give it some thought in the next few days. There may be a pos sibility that 

we can get a GI loan to boy the land if we decide to go into i t since the 

interest rates would be cheaper. It's all a possibility  and we haven't 

made any decisions. 

Mrs. M. gave me some pictures and letters from her relati ve« in Japan 
i mmhEeI  I  1 .  
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to give to Yuriko. Yuriko gave me a rough translation. I t seems that they 

are so grateful for the things sent from America, and the y express how 

difficult it is to live in a country which has lost the war b ecause of 

the  inflation. •  .mention that sweets are a luxury and how they practical ly 

fight for the things which are sent...also cong*atulatio ns on Yuriko 9s 

marriage (Mrs, M. must have given me a build-up) and they w onder if Yuriko 

got pretty! What they said in their letter shows that the mas ses do not 

profit from war« 

In sharp contrast is the Puerto Rioan family I visited this  afternoon. 

They are still waiting for the new baby to arrive and the home is so dis-

organized. The husband looks like he is going to have a break down any day. 

It is so hard for a family of five to live on a $127 budget and money is the 

main thought in their lives* Under such a situation it is understandable 

that they just  don*  t have any long range plans. The old man wants to g o 

back to Puerto Rico, but the wife wants to remain here« I don 11 know what 

kind of a future is in store for the Veles children becau se I can 91 see 

how they are ever going to arise beyond their deprived level when they ere 

so handicapped. Mr. V. has heart trouble, and he oan 9t work and the three 

children are all under 10 years of age. They  don*  t know anything about birth 

control, and our agency doesn 91 have any right to mention the subject because 

of the strong opposition of the Catholic Church« So there ju st doesn 91 seem 

to be any kind of a solution for this family but to go on bei ng public 

charges year sifter year with an increasingly large fam ily« It is not fair 

to the children, but society doesn 91 seem to much care about these things« 

Politics and war doesn 9 ̂ concern this family much as the only thing they ere 

interested in is to find some measure of security whic h looks almost Impossible 

at the present time« 
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Yuriko hasn 11 been feeling well today so she did not go to her dancing 

olass this afternoon. She taught this morning, but the fo rces of nature on 

women made her feel Indisposed for the rest of the day. She needs a good 

rest anyway as she has been using up a lot of energy lately. She  is 

planning to sleep all morning tomorrow and I feel tempte d to do the same 

thing as I had a strenuous day at the office today and m y first olass 

tomorrow is in the afternoon* I will continue work on my pa per this evening 

and try to get it out of the way. 
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I haven 11 much done today. Got up about  8 s  X and typed all morning on 

my paper. Turiko was feeling better when she arose about  11100 and she cooked 

a delicious breakfast for me* She did a quick job on the s hopping as she had 

to rehearse this afternoon, I went to my group work class a nd it was fairly 

dull as most of the stuff was a repetition from the last le cture* 

I cooked dinner and ate it alone since Turiko is teaching a class until 

7i00. I've been passing time reading some papers and sho rtly I shall leave 

for my evening class. I think I may stroll up there this t ime as it was 

fairly warm. One more day of field work and then I will b e through for the 

week. I haven't done much studying this week. The NT Scho ol is fairly easy 

thus far. I did get some more books on the GX benefits and I w ill have  a 

small but costly collection of professional books on the g overnment by the 

time I get through with the year of study. Each book co sts about $5.00 and 

I couldn't possibly afford them without the GI assistance. 

I think Emlko is graduating from nursing sahool this even ing. Ve 

haven't corresponded much with the family since comi ng back from the visit 

to Chicago as we have been too busy with one thing or ano ther. I guess the 

family is getting on well enough. Most of my attention  is upon Turiko, the 

sweet thing, so family contacts have become very loose a nd a secondary 

interest. When Emiko gets a job she will be able to help Mem out a bit. 

Nurses are in quite a demand and I'm glad that she stuck i t through since 

she has something definite. It doesn't look like Bette is g oing to go on 

as she  saldj she is entered in some kind of Nisei queen contest in Chica go. 

I hope that she doesn't turn all of her interest into soc ial activities as 

it will not get her anyplace« 
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I had a rather interesting day in the field today, an d I made a couple 

of home visits for the welfare department. Mrs. Twohill i s such a nice 77 

year old lady, very lonesome, but full of Irish humor. I arr anged for her 

to go to the clinic to get dental plates next week, but she  didn*  t think she 

oould make it so I told her that I would take her up there.  It's about 100 

blocks so that it will be quite a trip for her. She thinks tha t I am very 

nice and it doesn 11 do much good to tell her that it is the taxpayers money. 

Also arranged to get her money for a dress and nightgown. Mrs. T. is so 

preoccupied with death and afraid that she will be found dead one of these 

mornings so she  doesn*  t want to be in a patched up nightgown. Vanity for 

women doesn't have an age limit, I guess. But she got in a good humor and 

said that when she gets the glasses and new dress "I will be very Irish and 

walk down to the East River and I won't know the poor peopl e. n Then she pro-

ceeded to tell me all about Ireland, County Cork to be exact, and what a 

fighting Irishman her husband was. She is very lonesome but doesn't want to 

go into an old folks home because "I have my pride" she s ays. But she may be 

interested in paying in a boarding home. She doesn't have any relatives or 

friends left because she has outlived then all. It must be a depressing 

feeling to get so aged and have nobody. It doesn't cost me mu ch effort to 

have social chats with her so we sit around and she tells m e all about 

"snowball" her cat, and her early days in the U.S. It isn' t supposed to 

be good oase work practice to get too chummy with the client s, but sometimes 

I think social workers get too involved in theories when t hey should be more 

human. My supervisor apparently thinks I am doing well as  she makes nice 

comments about my records. I have to write them up very much  in detail« 

I dropped in to see Mrs. Veles after lunch, and she is just a bout ready 

to burst but the baby still hasn't come. Her husband was out handing out seme 
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kind of religious tracts. Mrs. V. thought that I would tell her husband 

that she had sneaked out to buy some beer, but I told her it was not any of 

my business. She gave some beer to Pedro, the two year old, and said that 

in Puerto Rico they give rum to children. Just an old cult ural practice, I 

suppose, although it might shook some social workers. I g uess Mrs. V. 

thought that I wanted to help her so she isn*1 suspicious anymore. She 

told me a lot about her son and how she  doesn*  t get along with her religious 

fanatic husband. She wants to send him back to Puerto Rico  as she doesn 11 

want any more kids. I told her that she could get birth contr ol knowledge 

at the clinic, but she said that her husband objects to it because he feels 

that God is sending children to him. But Mrs. V. is more rea listic when she 

says that four children is enough to have when her husband Is not likely to 

ever work again because of his heart condition. He tells th e oldest boy, 10, 

that he is illegitimate and if he is bad, he will send him to  his real father 

In Puerto Rico. It's no wonder that George is a shy, withdra wn and backward 

child. Mrs. V. is very concerned about him so I said th at I would try to 

get him into a summer camp this year Later on I will try t o work with the 

father to see if he can develop more understanding attitu des towards the boy. 

They don 11 speak or understand English so well and it makes it har d to com-

municate with them. I went to the Union Settlement house a fterwards to find 

out about summer camps but  didn*  t get too much information so will have to 

go back again. When I got back to the office I wrote  up very  detailed reports 

of these two Interviews to show "process." 

I really enjoy going out on these cases and I think that th is practical 

experience is the bert part of my course at school. I still  haven*  t done 

much analytical work on these oases because there are a lot of immediate 

things to be done and social workers sometimes get so wr apped up 1b interpreting 
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behavior problems that they don't have time to do anythin g about it. I think 

I have the advantage over some of the other new students beca use I have had 

some previous e:qperience and I don 11 waste too much time writing up records 

as It comes fairly easily to me. There is one girl from C hina in the other 

unit and it takes her all day to write up one report, and s ome of the others 

take just about as long, I'm making friends with our offic e secretary so I 

can get extra supplies to bring heme! 

During the course of the morning, I must have walked about 30 blocks or 

more up along the East side. It was a nice day and I haven't se en that district 

before.. It starts off as an Irish section, then Italian mixed in, then German 

(Yorkville) and Jewish, then Puerto Rioan and finally Ea st Harlem. All 

throughout the area are scattered a number of Chinese restaurants* Along 

2nd Ave, there is a sort of Old Worldish effect with all t he small stores 

and old people. The housing is awful through there, but I noticed in several 

places where Puerto Rioans were fixing up deserted houses  so that they could 

live in them. Right along the East River are a few beautif ul housing projects 

and this city certainly does need a lot more of them. 

I stopped at the hostel for lunch again. Mr. M, had a cold s o he was in 

bed, but got up after I arrived. There were only two or thre e people having 
i  i  

lunch there today. Joanie and her sister do not eat with the other residents 

because they claim that they don't like Japanese food. I t really wasn't 

Japanese food—Mrs. M. called it Hostel Sukiyaki—so thei r objections must be 

largely psychological! they don't want to be 'identified ' with the rest of the 

hostel people because it might break down their belief tha t they are "different." 

I got Joanie sort of sore because I made it a special poin t to ask her mother 

for rice and tea (ochazuke) which is Japanese style for e nding a meal! Her 

mother likes me very muoh and always brings me special des serts after the 
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others leave. X can't talk with them much, bat we manage to communicate by 

signs and broken phrases. I didn't get a chance to talk t o Mr. M. about his 

nursery project, but Yuriko and I have decided to "invest * a sum in it as a 

sort of "loan." 

I was very tired when I came heme. Yuriko also had a hard day, and she 

went off to rehearse again this evening. She said that Marth a is going to 

let her have her studio for the summer vacation period an d Yuriko will be in 

charge of it. This means that Yuriko will be able to use the G raham 

and keep all the profits. Yuriko doesn't think that Mart ha will charge her 

rent for the studio since it will be good publicity for her to have the 

studio open the year round. And Yuriko will probably get a lot of new 

students for Martha in the fall* 

Yuriko cooked such a delicious dinner, but afterwards I f elt nauseated 

and I lost it. It must have been slight food poisoning or  maybe it was 

because I was so tired. It can't be smallpox—everybody in the city is 

getting vaccinated) Yuriko got hers today. She just left  for the studio with 

instructions for me to go to bed and rest tonight so I gues s I won't study. 
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Sue and Lizz dropped in Friday evening about 10:30 and th ey had tea and 

wine with  up, and we talked until almost 1:00 AM about the state of  the world* 

Sue is still doing a clerical job in some factory and trying  to organize the 

workers. I found out that she is a U. of Chicago graduate , and Lizz too. 

Lies has a private income, but her whole life is dedica ted to the Improvement 

of the status of the working man. The two of them had be en to an AXD meeting 

next door, and they said that some move had been made to try and make them 

break up by labeling then a Communist front outfit. Sue h as very intense 

convictions, but seems to be going a bit overboard in he r anxiety to convert 

the world. We agreed on most points, but Sue has taken so cial action in the 

goals to which she has dedicated herself. She seems to  be looking much 

happier since quitting dancing. Both girls believe that the next five years 

is going to decide whether we will have democracy or fasci sm, but they don't 

think that it can be achieved through evolutionary method s without an active 

group getting to waken the masses up to the dangers of capitali stic control 

and exploitations. We had quite a talk on the economic sys tem which might 

best benefit all the people of the world, how to elimina te International 

cartels, how to achieve peace, role of the workers in soc iety, how to combat 

propaganda inspired by the 'kept 9 press, whether economies or race was the 

basis of racial prejudice and many other things. Lizz s aid that it was her 

friends who were beaten up by the Village hoodlems and she described the Civil 

Rights Congress meeting held on this racial incident the night before. Sue 

said that it was her Impression that the people were final ly getting "aroused" 

to action but she did not see any permanent solutions i n the present political 

methods of the UN. By the time the girls got ready to leav e, they were 

getting "high" on our wine and I was afraid that they wo uld dash out in the 

streets and start the Revolution. I teased them a bit abo ut having too 
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intense concentration on their convictions and though t that they should re-

lax occasionally and not get fanatical since that method would never con* 

vince people, despite the fact that I thought their fundam ental beliefs 

were fairly sound. They recommended that I read a new boo k "Ken Against 

Hyths" by Barrows Dunham, "who is a Marxist of sorts but very realistic in 

his approach to what is wrong with our society*• 

Right after the girls left, I got very ill and had all kinds of symp-

toms whioh led me to the conclusion that I had a touch of  food poisoning* 

Yuriko took tender oare of me all night, and I felt misera ble with stomach 

pains and back aches all day yesterday so I took a vacation from eating« 

I didn't get any studying done either* This morning I felt a bit better, 

but still have stomach pains* It was a sudden illness* Ve wer e supposed 

to go to the country today but it was called off* Ve will b e going to the 

hostel for dinner in a few minutes* Yuriko is getting a h ead start by eat-

ing toast and coffee now* She had to rehearse this morning  so she has a 

very healthy appetite* Last night she had a juicy steak and I only got a 

part of it because of my pains I She says I can't eat much today either t 

"Restrain yourself, dear," she says* I did the laundry w hile she was at 

rehearsal and she scolded me for using up  my energy Instead of resting in 

bed* Now she is calling for me to get ready to go out to the hostel for 

dinner* 
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Got to the of floe a bit early this morning and I'm waitin g for a group 

staff conference to begin shortly. It is a oold miserabl e day, almost like 

winter is approaching rather than summer* Yuriko complai ned this morning 

that her arm was bothering her from  the"  smallpox injection. 

Last night we went over to the Hostel for dinner and we didn Yt get home 

until rather late. We had a very nice dinner prepared by Mr s. A, but her two 

daughters Joanie and Kimi, as usual, made a spectacle o ut of themselves. They 

refused to come and eat but just sat at the table and comp lained that they 

didn't like "Japanese food." It was a chicken dinner. Mrs.  M. got some 

green tea from Japan which Kasuo had sent, and since this k ind of product 

has not been seen since pre-war days, she made an ela borate ceremony of pre 

paring it. The water had to be so hot, the pot a certain  size, so muoh tea 

had to go into it, it had to set a certain time, so much went into the first 

cup, and so forth—something like a Japanese Tea pouring c eremony. As usual, 

Joanie and her sister refused to taste it saying that it was "bitter" and "wo 

don't care for those things." They drank some black te a instead, which I 

thought was just as bitter. It was all part of their psyc hological neces-

sity for being classed as "different." All through the d inner, they tried 

to get attention like little four year old children. Joa n is the insti-

gator since she seems to have some sort of dominating cont rol over her 

sister. She is the oldest, around 28. When nobody paid any attention to 

her, she abruptly got up and left the table to go to her r oom. Later she 

came back and sat with us again when nobody made a fuss, bu t her mother 

looked very worried. 

Afterwards, Mrs. M. said that the two girls were quite a pro blem for her, 

because of the increase in the food budget. The girls do no t pay for room and 
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board since the mother is the cook there. Mrs. M. said t hat she didn't 

mind if they  didn'  t do any work about the hostel and didn 11 mind if they 

didn't pay for food, but she did object to the fact that the girls had to 

eat special meals by themselves all the time and this cut i nto the hostel 

food budget seriously. She said that the girls were alwa ys eating in-

between meals and called them "Cockroaches." She wan ted to know what 

could be done. I thought that the girls should be ignored s ince it would 

only make it unpleasant for the mother if a scene was mad e, and the girls 

would only interpret that they were being further persecu ted by "Japanese 

ways." I thought the the M 1* could handle it indirectly by working on 

since she is not as unstable as Joan. They could do this  by encouraging 

Kimi to go to work and getting a wider perspective of lif e. Kimi came from 

Detroit and she is holding out for a $40 a week job, whic h is not unreasonable 

despite the fact that secretarial workers do not get pai d as high a standard 

in this city. Joan had a nervous breakdown some months ago, and for the 

past three months she has been recuperating. She has a boy friend in the 

hostel at night and since he works late, Joan comes out of  hibernation at 

late hours—and then powders up her face for the only tim e. We thought that 

the only solution for Mrs. M was to hope that Joan would be married and that 

might solve some of her emotional problems2 

After dinner, we helped Mrs. M pack and wrap several pack ages whiah she 

was sending to her relatives in Japan. This is a very e xpensive undertaking 

as the postage alone is quite large. Mrs. M. said that it w as her responsi-

bility to her relatives to help them out and that she alwa ys did have a thought 

\ 

that she would like to do social settlement work in Japan and this was the 

only alternative. She was so pleased by the fact that she has d iscovered a 

living nephew that  she went  out and bought a lot of boy's clothing for him. 
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She made the remark that the world would be dark for her relative without 

her. Yuriko remarked that maybe one of these days we would present her with 

a grandson and then she could buy all she wanted to f or him, Mr. M was very 

relieved that we took over the packing Job because he sai d that his wife, 

like all women, was always changing her mind about what to p ut in the 

packages and they got into arguments. 

We had a talk with Mr. M re: his plans for buying the nurser y farm. 

He said that he didn't know for sure what he was going to do ab out it because 

he had to get so much capital together in order to invest in the chemical 

formula for the fertilizer. As we got the story Mr. M and  Mr. Ishimaru, a 

graduate of Waeeda U in Japan and at present doing tr anslating work for the 

government, is going into this project together. Mr. I h as the contacts in 

Japan and his family owns considerable property in Calif ornia, but he needs 

Mr. M. for "business head." They figure on importing |3, 000 worth of this 

fertiliser and advertising among Japanese farmers to exp eriment with it and 

they thinkthat they can get back $10,000 on the original investment, which 

will be expanded nationally if it goes over well. Mr. M sa id that he might 

Just concentrate on getting a cleaning shop for the imm ediate present in order 

to have some income coming in since he anticipates the Ho stel will be closed 

in October. At this point, I told him that we could loan him a round $750 \ 

which cuts deeply into our reserves. "That's good" he excl aimed as he took 

us up, and wont on to promise large interest. We told him  that we didn't 

expect any interest, but hoped that he could get start ed this time as the 

evacuation stopped him in 1941 when he was Just getting  well established in 

the nursery. Mr. M. said that he was fairly confident of s uccess on this 

venture, but that it was a gamble too. The only hitch in th e program is 

getting governmental approval to ship the fertiliser f ormula in. It seems 
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that many Issei and Nisei have hopes of recuperlng their lo st evacuation 

fortunes by making a "big killing" through a business co ntact with Japan. 

We figure that our loan will give Mr. M. a chance to get s tarted in some-

thing since he has to make a decision about a change of jo bs after October 

anyway. He said that Mr. Usaml was going into a Coney Isl and concession 

with his brother-in-law this summer. 

On the way home last night, we saw a lot of the younger Pue rto Ricans 

coming home from parties and churches all dressed up in ve ry sharp attire. 

It reminded me of the Nisei and Mexican "zoot suit" patt erns and I bet that 

in a few years there will be a lot of discussion about the P uerto Rican 

"Nisei" problem without anything constructive being do ne about it now. They 

live under such disorganized conditions now that about th e only thing they 

can do to reflect "Americanism" is to wear fancy clothin g. The gang patterns 

among the second generation is already considered a "soc ial problem" and there 

have been fights with Harlem and Lower Bronx gangs—usin g knives and home 

made guns. They live in such a depressed area and there just isn® t sufficient 

recreational facilities available for them. 

6t00 PM. 

Yuriko left a note saying that I should not cook so I am following her 

orders. It seems that she has been experimenting with the st eam iron this 

afternoon as I notice some of my pants are pressed. She l eft a note saying 

that she slept until  10s 90  after she got up and cooked my breakfast and got 

me off to the offloe. 

I had a rather busy day in field work today. All morning we h ad a group 

conference and at noon I rushed over to take Mrs. Twohil l to the dental clinic 
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up in the Bronx  toy  taxi. It was such a miserable, rainy day for an old lady 

to be out. I thought that it was so stupid to send her su ch a distance, but 

later learned that this was the only dental clinic on Man hattan* We had to 

wait for quite a while, but the receptionist gave us prio rity over a lot of 

the others. The clinic is located in an old building, a nd the atmosphere is 

not very pleasant. They seem to feel that old people are not worth bothering 

about. The dentist finally refused to take Mrs. Twohill on the basis that 

she did not have a health report, and when I went to see the director of the 

clinic I was told that they did not want to assume any resp onsibility in case 

any of the aged had heart failure while having teeth ext racted. It didn 11 

do much good to tell him that in Mrs. T. f  s  case all of her teeth were al-

ready out and she only needed to have impressions for t he dentures, because 

they "had to follow the established policy." I was pretty b urnt up, but I 

couldn't show it because Mrs. T. was so upset and she hit th e on the 

head when she said that they thought it was a waste of money to give old 

people teeth. After I got back to her apartment, I tried to  talk her into 

going after the doctor 1 s certificate but she doeen 11 want to see a doctor 

because it represents a symbol of death to her. So my next  step is to try 

and get the medical department to make an exception in Mrs.  T T e case and let 

her go to a private dentist which the agency could pay fo r. It would be just 

as cheap as making her go to the Bronx clinic five or six time s at $4.25 per 

trip by cab, but then, administrative red tape is so hard to  change. Mrs, 

V s  comment about at least getting a free ride out of it  doesn*  t end this 

natter. I'm having quite a job convincing her that she h as a life ahead of 

her yet and dentures are Important in these plans so I have to figure out 

ways and  means..  .at least try. I was so busy with this matter that I didn' t 

have my lunch until 4:00—went to a German restaurant. 
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Yuriko is home now and cooking dinner. She said that Shirle y invited 

us to dinner tomorrow night. We are supposed to have Clara for a dinner 

soon, also Rhoda and Lamar, Rhoda is living up in the Bron x now with another 

girl, but we haven't seen her for a long time. It's too diffi cult keeping 

up with a lot of social activities when we are busy. 

Yuriko tried a new tactic of being indifferent to my "groa ns" while I was 

ill and I learned that she has been getting advice on ho w to handle Men from 

the unmarried girls at the studio'.  '.  She told me that they tease her all 

the time because she thinks I am so perfect so she let them i n on the secret 

that I am human and now they are trying to put their theorie s on how to 

handle Men into practice by proxy* They all seem to be so Interested in 

finding a weak point in our happy married life, but Yuriko hasn't given them 

much satisfaction. She says she still loves me very  much.'  I'm glad that I can 

come home from a tiring day at school and field work to s uch a nice setting. 

She just asked me if I still loved her and when I answered y es, she said 

she would iron my shirts tonight?.'. It seems love has m ercenary values too. 

Yuriko is thinking of making a $100 coat and is surprised tha t I don't object. 

I told her that I would catch enough mice to make her a mous e skin coat but 

she doesn't like the idea so much. 
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I typed until quite late last night and finished up anot her of the 

olass papers« Today I got one baok and was very surprised  to find that 

it was considered one of the best in the olass« X still don' t know any 

moirg^bout the subjeot of sooial research as it is a very du ll course* It 

is one of the "required" courses and I don't think that any one appreciates 

it too much« I got two more books through the 01 bill to day« We had a 

stimulating discussion in the Culture oourse on Italian cultural praotices 

and now I think I understand a bit more why that fkmily do wnstairs are so 

noisy, The old country Italian families had very striot c odes of behavior 

and there was a tremendous hold by the family institutio n« The loud 

talking and extreme gesturing is a sort of compensation« In the Italian 

culture there are many similarities with the Japanese wa ys, but not as 

much pressure has been put upon becoming "Americanized ." I discovered 

that of the 18 groups of Italians in this oity, the Vil lage one was of the 
i 

largest« The Italian group has not risen as rapidly in the eoonomic 

scale as some other immigrant groups and their children « It is difficult 

to understand the reason for this, but it must lie in the c ultural effeots 

upon the personality development and the intense in«group  feeling« 

Although there are many good things about each culture , I can't see a 

cultural pluralism as the answer for this country« Dr« Hulbrett proposes 

"Unity within Diversity" which is what Adamic also spea ks about. One thing 

I notice about myself is that I am much more comfortable a bout speaking 

of these things in olass« I got involved in quite a disc ussion this 

morning because I thought "integration" was the best so lution and some of 

the Jewish students stressed ethnic unity« I felt that the  more one became 

secure in the evolving Amerioan society, the less tend enoy there would be 

to have conflicts about maintaining identity with the  parental culture— 
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whether it was good of bad—but they believed that it was best to hold on 

to many of the traditional views, regardless of the p olitioal position of 

the mother oountry at the moment« It might be a good topic for a thesis 

and I am getting seme ideas on it* 

I spent most of the afternoon at the library talcing notes on t he 

question of social control of the mentally defioient an d when I got home 

I was ohagrined to disoover that I had all of the data in one  of my own 

books here« In a few minutes I will be leaving for Shirl ey*s where we 

will have dinner« Yurlko left a note saying that Bhoda  was here for lunch, 

and the two of them ate up all the nice ohoadLates whioh Yu riko has been 

denying me until I get over my stomaoh disorders« Just fo r that, I am 

going to eat huge quantities over at Shirley's« Looks li ke new labor 

troubles are due this year beoause Big business does n ot want to give the 

small income group a break, so I want to enjoy my food while I am still 

able to pay for it« My 01 allowance has not oome yet, but Y uriko earned 
• i 

enough last month to tide us over until it starts coming i n regularly« 

Incidental expenses for school is an increasing item in my personal budget« 

Yuriko gets an extra allowance for "cokes, ice cream, ca ndy" beoause she 

uses so much energy up at sohool  1  I think I will put in for a coke 

allowance next month too sinoe I do field work three tim es a week and it 

requires a lot of walking« We have our monthly budget confe rence before 

the end of each month« 
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We had a very pleasant social evening over at Shirley' s and the food was 

extremely veil prepared* Shirley had us a huge steak (t op sirloin) and a 
$ 

mixed salad and other items« We ate buffet style* Huge q uantities of vine 

during the meal and a "live 11 German cheese for dessert* Yuriko didn't like 

the cheese as it smelled too "alive"* We vere so full by the ti me ve had 

finished that ve Just reclined on the couch and took it ea sy for the rest of 

the evening talking about books, politics, personalities , why individuals go 

into dancing, cost of living, social settlement vhere Shir ley works on a part-

time basis, and so forth* Shirley picks up the most intere sting books which 

do not have vide distribution and I enjoyed glancing thr ough some of them* 

Much of the discussion was about future of dancing, and wh at correlation was 

there between the fact that so many dancers vere Jevlsh an d their emotional 

sensitivity* Shirley thought it was all accidental, b ut I was not so sure 

since people usually act on the basis of motivations and th ey just don't 

fall into things* We stayed there until almost midnight , and it was a very 

good escape away from the books* 

In a few minutes I will be leaving for lunch* Most of the mo rning I 

was in conference vith my case supervisor* Apparently s he thinks that I 

have progressed enough to use a dictaphone to record my  cases* The usual 

policy is to wait until the second quarter before this Is done, but the super-

visor thought I had enough experience to go ahead on my ow n. 

Latert 

We have Just had dinner and Yuriko is washing the dish es right nov* 

She says that she feels very tired as it was a very busy da y at the studio* 

Much to her surprise, she earned enough this month to p rovide for the entire 
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next month's budget so that when we get  ray  subsistence check from the army 

we will be that much ahead« This noon I went up to the h ostel for lunch 

and Mrs« M« told me that it was 10 years ago that Yuriko came back from 

Japan* She got another letter from her relatives and they said that they 

had heard from other sources that Yuriko was a very well-kn own dancer in 

America so were glad of the success« Yuriko said that the B oston Symphony 

Orchestra will play for their Harvard performance at th e end of this month* 

They haven't heard any more about the Europe trip* 

Mr« M, said that he may have to postpone buying the land  until next 

spring as he is getting involved in too many commitments wi th the fertil-

iser formula, the proposed cleaning shop, and buying a ne w ear* He thinks 

he will get the oleaning shop soon in order to get an incom e started in* 

I think that Mr* M* tells me a lot of his business plans so t hat I will ap-

prove, and, thereby, he can have more backing to oonvi noe Mrs« M* who is 

more hesitant about his multiple plans* 

My afternoon was extremely busy as I made two home visits an d went to 

the Union Settlement* Mrs* So race told me all about her  sons' plans and 

how the 14 year old may have masturbation problems and she wanted to know 

how she should handle it as she doesn't want to chase him o ut in the streets 

to get his sex eduoation* I told her what little I knew and suggested that 

she go to see the family clinic to get expert advice* Mrs* S* is aware of 

the fact that her boys live in one of the "toughest" se ctions of the city* 

I also worked out some tentative plans with her about her sons going to 

summer camp .for two weeks* 

Hjr visit to the Veles family was brief as I wanted to find o ut if Mrs* 

V* had her baby yet***it still has not made the long-aw aited arrival into 

the world* Mr* Veles was calmer today so I told him what I h rd done about 
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getting his son Into summer camp. This family needs a lot of i ndividual 

attention, but only student workers oan give it since t he regular agency 

social workers have too heavy a case load to do more tha n superficial visit-

ing in the home to check on financial needs* The ideal si tuation is for 

public agency workers to do case work on emotional and behavior problems 

but this has not been achieved in NYC yet, which is suppos ed to be the most 

advanced of any area of the country. 

My visit to the Union Settlement House was very pleasant a nd I had a 

satisfying talk with Miss Voss who is in oharge of the sum mer camp place-

ments as she put in a reservation for the boys I was int erested in. She 

said that special attention would be given to these boys  this summer if they 

went and a report would be sent back to me. Miss Voss int roduced me to Paul 

Akano, a Nisei group worker there, and he wanted me to bring Yuriko over 

with me 8onetime for a visit at his hone. Miss Voss show ed me around the 

settlement house and it was an interesting experience.  I wasn't supposed 

to go ahead on the summer camp program but I didn't want  to wait too long 

as a public welfare agency sometimes gets too involved in red-tape. But my 

supervisor didn't mind) she thought I used initiative and now she wants me 

to tell the rest of the student workers all about the s ummer camp provisions 

at that settlement house when we have our next group conf erence. 

The thing which Impressed me about the settlement house w as the smooth 

manner in which the interracial programs function. Ther e were all sorts of 

children and adults there mixing in what I thought was a m ost democratic way* 

This settlement house serves the most densely populated a rea in the city* 

East Harlem and the lower East Side are certainly the most depressed, and 

yet Puerto Rioans and colored people are still pressing int o that area* Miss 

Voss told me that the racial and nationality conflicts around there were very 
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severe so she was rather proud of the way in which they h ad brought various 

groups together* A very mobile population lives in this ma rginal area as 

the housing is so poor« It is much worse than anything I have ever seen 

in Chicago or any of the Coast cities* East Harlem has the h ighest ratio 

of relief oases to total population in the city) the TB dea th rate is three 

times higher than the rest of the city and the venereal disease rate is the 

highest by far* It is in this area that delinquency, truan cy y crime, dope-

peddling| prostitution and gambling are most prevalen t in the city* Paul 

Akano felt that these problems could not be solved until h ousing was in-

proved and he thought that it was too bad that more hou sing projects like 

the one on the East River were not built* 

The Settlement conducts a regular program in the East Riv er housing 

project, and they have a varied program for the young and  the old* It at-

tempts to further oommunity organisation and participate s in racial tension 

problems* There are few playgrounds in this entire area s o that the settle-

ment has been the most progressive force in the neighborh ood to do some-

thing about it* I really was most Impressed by what I s aw and heard* 
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Spring started all oyer again and this time it looks as if  it will 

stay a while. Turiko exacted a promise from me last night  that I would 

allow her to sleep since I had mentioned that I would aris e early in order 

to read some of my textbooks« intentions were good, but I felt drowsy 

until about 9|50 and it took me another hour to read the pa per« All this 

time Turiko was sleeping so soundly next to me. I finall y read for an 

hour on psychiatry and hypnotism so I tried to apply it i n practice upon 

Turiko but it would not penetrate into her super ego mind s o I gave up in 

disgust and shook her awake and complained that I was hun gry* We finally 

got up around 12|80 and I had ample time to eat and leisu rely proceed to 

my afternoon class« Turiko went shopping« ify class was no t too stimulat-

ing and I distracted myself about wondering how hot it woul d be this sum-

mer in the school and concluded that it was going to be  very difficult« 

I decided to walk home and met Nancy so we came via Union Square and 

Washington Park« All the grass is getting fresh green and Washington Park 

in particular looked very attractive with the budding trees* All of the 

park benches were filled« Nancy thought it was too bad tha t working people, 

dancers and students had to stay in the hot city during the summertime, but 

philosophically concluded that the beach was better tha n nothing on week-

ends* Nancy was married and divorced once according to Shi rley« She 

doesn't say much but we made light pleasant conversat ion on the way home. 

I just cooked and Turiko is here now to eat. I have to go to class 

this evening and I am thinking of being very daring and we ar my sport 

jacket instead of a suit. 
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Today was field work day for me so it rained again as us ual! I was 

busy typing up oase reports all morning so did not have to g o out In It* 

At noon I went to the hostel for lunch* Mr* M, mentioned t hat he had a 

chance to buy a cleaners for $4000 but thought that he wo uld think it over 

thoroughly before rushing Into any deals« He seems to be m ore interested 

in the nursery idea as he showed me same more of the slips  he had cut* A 

carpenter was there fixing the front windows and Mr* M* tol d me very matter-

of-fact ly that boys shot bee-bee guns through it* I re marked that this was 

dangerous and it should be reported to the police* Mr* M*  said that boys 

threw rocks through the windows at night and last summer ma ny windows had 

been smashed* I wondered if it was because they didn't li ke "Japanese*" 

Mr* M* thought that it could be a factor, but said that the se boys 1 gangs 

broke many other windows in the neighborhood too* 

After lunch, I went to the Veles vamily and had a lengthy interview 

with the wife* Her lack of knowledge of health precautio ns is appalling, 

but it is to be expected since Puerto Rioans did not hav e much medical 

care in the islands* She said that her daughter seemed to h ave a bone in-

fection, and her son had dlszy spells* It sounded somet hing like malaria 

so I suggested that she take the children to the olinlc as so on as possible* 

Mrs* V* is still waiting for her baby to be bora and it may come this week* 

She said that it was hard for her to get around and her fanat ic husband was 

always running off to the church to pray* All the troubles  seem to come on 

this family at once, and it made me feel grateful that I ne ver was that 

badly off* The husband has heart trouble and had been a p sychotic patient 

at one timej the son is illegitimate and he is very retard ed mentallyj they 

have housing problems of the most serious nature| Mrs* V* feeds the family 

few vegetables and mostly a starch diet, but she is willi ng to listen to 
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suggestions about a balanced diet; Mrs.  V. 's  baby is long overdue and so 

forth. 

There was a sewerage stench in the apartment so I finally  asked her 

what the trouble was. She said that the pipes had overf lown* I told her 

that it was a good idea to get the icebox out of the bathroo m so did this. 

The bathroom smelled like a sewer as water kept overflowin g and pouring 

down a hole into the basement. Since it was dangerous for public health 

and since epidemics can break out, I thought that action  should be taken* 

Mrs* V* said that she could not rely on her husband but th ought that he 

had phoned the agent and nothing was done about it* I went out and phoned 

the landlord's agent, and he said the hell with doing a nything because 

Puerto Ricans were used to living like dogs anyway* I poin ted out to him 

that the Public Health Commission could condemn the build ing, whereupon 

Mr. Jacobs, the agent, began to worry about the threat of  losing rent money 

so he said that he would get a plumber next week* I said  that one should 

be gotten Immediately so he finally agreed to look at the place tonight 

and try to fix it* He was pretty sore at Mr* V* and sai d that he was a 

lazy bum and that he was sure "whores" were living in that  building and 

that all Puerto Ricans had syphilis* I could have told hi m stories about 

Jews, too, but he wouldn't have understood and I wanted h im to take action 

so I let his comments go by* He got chummy near the end of our talk and 

said that it was a shame for Puerto Ricans to "drop" one bab y after another 

while his wife couldn't even have one* I just told him tha t we mortals 

couldn't always be the judge of these things* At any ra te I did get him 

to promise he would fix the sewer leak as Mr* V* is just too helpless to 

take the initiative in anything, and epidemics could star t from things like 

that* Mr. Jacobs is just interested in his rent money b ut he will fix the 

sewer for fear that I will call the Health Department do wn on him* 
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Last evening just as Turiko was going out to the studio for rehearsal 

and I was comfortably settled in the large armchair for som e general read-

ing! Sue and Dick came up to borrow a sheet for the films t hey were going 

to show at the AID meeting next door in the American Labor P arty Hall« 

They persuaded me to come to the meeting while Turiko was gone so I changed 

my clothes and went over there« There were 20-30 young p eople in the Hall 

and they quickly went over the main agenda of the meeting« M ost of it was 

on matters of political action and they formed various co mmittees to visit 

political officeholders in the city in regards to certa in pending legisla-

tion which would hurt the liberal movement and labor« Th ere might have been 

some there who were following the * Kremlin line" but I got t he impression 

that the group was genuinely interested in furthering dem ocracy« There was 

some discussion about changing the name of the club, bu t most of them felt 

that they were not ashamed of what they were doing and the y felt that if the 

reactionaries wanted to label them as "Reds" they did not care« Betty 

Ellison was a bit worried because her name was listed as o ne of the former 

olub presidents of the AID since she has alien status, b ut she felt that 

there was nothing she could do about it if the conservat ive forces of this 

country wanted to suppress eveiything democratic« 

A large part of the meeting was spent in discussing the par t they 

would play in the Labor Day parade on May Day and all of them  agreed to 

march as a unit of the Greenwich Chapter« Sue said that  she was going to 

march twice since she also wanted to be with her union« Th e parade will 

come down from 56th Street down to Union Square and they expected to have 

well over 100,000 marchers« The group felt that it was par ticular̂  impor-

tant this year to let the public know where they stood beca use of the strong 

anti-liberal forces in Congress which were trying so har d to suppress Labor 

entirely« As Dick outlined it, the general idea of the p arade was to sup-
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port the labor movement for jobs at decent wages, full and equal eduoation, 

decent homes, good health for all people, no discriminat ion, adequate cul-

tural needs for all, full citizenship for those who bel ieved in democracy 

and peace in the world» Dick pointed out that Labor had tr aditionally 

marched on Hay Day and it certainly was not communist ins pired since the 

first parade had been held before Marx, The parade was als o a protest 

against the reactionary Hartley bill against labor, agai nst our imperialist 

foreign policy, and to demonstrate that a very large segm ent of the popu-

lation still believed in the Roosevelt heritage« Sue gav e a strong talk, 

illustrated with films, on why the laboring man had to hav e more of a share 

in the natural wealth of the U.S« She said that it vas not wro ng to fight 

against injustice for millions of the population, agains t starvation and 

low standards of living, against unemployment« She pointe d out that Jim 

Crow reaction and antl-semltlsm went hand-in-hand and i t was all a part 

of native fascism« She got very emotional as she pointed out how Big Busi-

ness struck back at the laboring masses with terror and judicial murder 

under the guise of patriotism« Finally, that May Day was the day in which 

people could speak because they had no kept press and the be st way was by 

marching in large numbers« She concluded by quoting H oward Fast who said, 

"Let those who scream for America to save the world by ruli ng the world 

look at the fate of other empiresJ" 

The meeting broke up after some petitions to send to Cong ress were 

signed, and I invited those who wanted to come up to my apar tment for tea« 

About 10 of the group stomped upstairs and they stayed for ab out an hour, 

just talking about things in general* Moe told some of his experiences 

in the Spanish Civil War (he has a limp) and about a Nisei c ook who was 

killed over there| "The only Nisei in the International Brigade« 11 Dick 
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said that ha was going to try writing radio skits for the l abor movement* 

Others who were here included Betty Ellison and ber brot her Jack, Llzz, 4 

Sue, Lee, Qunther, etc* Yuriko was very surprised when s he came home and 

found all of these people around* 

The conversations which went on indicated how progressiv e they were 

in their thinking) they lambasted the Truman doctrine a s imperialistic 

and the road to war, they felt that Industry and financ e (Wall Street) 

were leading the country to fascism by unduly influenci ng government and 

thought that Labor was the last stronghold for liberali sm and democracy, 

they believed that Big Business would not voluntarily c urb inflation as 

"private enterprise" was not acquainted with the word "hu manitarianism 11, 

that the Church was trying to get too political, that the UK had a chance 

to assert its strength in the Palestine issue but they di d not think it 

would come through, that Wallace was the outstanding l iberal in the coun-

try today, that veterans were being betrayed in the aims of  the war, that 

the U*S* was Just as much a threat to world peace as Russia o r any other 

country, that decent standards of living were not an  impossibility,  and so 

forth* 

This morning we got up at 9|30 so that we could go shopping at the 

Co-op and we managed to spend about (8,00 quite easily fo r food* Yuriko 

wants to stock up with meat for the whole week since we have the frlgidalre 

and to save me time for school while she is gone in Boston« S ince Rhoda 

and Clara cannot make it for dinner this evening, we deci ded to treat oui> 

selves with one-inch thick steak ham and a nice steak for the weekend« 

Yuriko had to go for a costume fitting after lunch and she  may rehearse 

again this evening« I deemed the house a bit, fixed the t rap door on the 
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roof so dust wouldn't come down so much, washed the week's a ccumulation 

of laundry and will read the papers for the rest of thé after noon« IfX 

Yuriko doesn't rehearse this evening, we will go to a mevie . We are on 

a buyer's strike against the high price of Broadway mov ies so we patron-

ize neighborhood ones mostly when we go at rare intervals* 
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By the time I got finished with little chores about the a partment 

yesterday, it was about five. I was going to settle down  for some read-

ing, but Michiko Iseri came for a visit just then and it w as not a diffi-

cult task to change my plans. Michiko wanted to see Yuri ko to ask about 

marching with the JACD unit in the May Day parade since th at group is try-

ing to line up all possible Nisei* I told her that Yuriko w ould be in 

Boston at the time, and this seemed to settle the decision for Michiko as 

she said that she did not think she would march either* She  said that she 

did some designing in a theatrical oostume shop and if the o ther workers 

of her union went to march she would go with them* Michiko thought that 

it was a good thing for Labor to show its strength but sh e was not partió» 

ularly interested in putting herself out* Since she seem ed to be rather 

lonesome I invited her to dinner* 

Yuriko came home with Helen MacGeehee around six so we had tw o guests* 

Fortunately we had plenty of meat so Yuriko decided to h ave suki-yaki as 

Helen had expressed an interest in trying it* Both Yuri ko and Michiko 

went to work on the dinner f  and it certainly turned out to be an immensely 

satisfying meal* I could tell that Yuriko and Michiko had  lived together 

at one time as they seemed to share the job of cooking d inner without con-

flict, and Yuriko didn't mind if Michiko and I did the dis hes while Helen 

and she went back for an evening rehearsal* We thought th at it would have 

been interesting if Joan of the hostel had been here for t he dinner since 

it was the first real Japsnese meal we have had in this a partmentj Helen 

was so fascinated with the proceedings and she seemed to en joy everything* 

She stubbornly used chopsticks throughout the meal and did quite well with 

them* Yuriko brought out her special green tea from Japa n, and sane sea-

weeds and other Japanese things and Michiko kept remarki ng what a nice un— 
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expected meal it was for her* She seemed to get considerabl e enjoyment 

out of both the food and social atmosphere, and the reas on came out later 

when she remarked that she ate all of her meals alone lat e at night and 

never had much of an appetite* 

Yuriko suggested that I take Miohiko to a movie and she wa s not wor-

ried that she would lose my love or anything like that so I  agreed, and 

Miohiko was delighted since she had not gone out much thi s year beoause of 

the nature of her work and life* Helen thinks we have a nic e atmosphere in 

our apartment and she said that it was quite a treat to come * We didn't 

have too much of a chance to talk as she was only here abo ut three hours* 

Helen did say that her father was up here recently to seek a change of job* 

He plans to move from Virginia to North Carolina* Someti mes Helen reminds 

me of one of those dainty overprotected southern girls, bu t she is much 

mors developed in her sooial consciousness, probably due t o the New York 

influence  #  Her father is some kind of a supervisor in a southern tex tile 

factory. 

As Yuriko and Helen left for the studio, Miohiko called out gayly for 

them "to drop in for a visit sometime," and I felt a little sa d beoause 

Yuriko couldn't have a "break" from her rigorous rehea rsals and Indulge 

in some sooial activity with me before going to Boston* V e will have sev-

eral important "anniversaries" coming up during the tim e she is gone on 

the trip—five years since evacuation, one year since our  first date to-

gether, and so forth* I don't know whether it is me or Yuri ko, but she 

fails to give me the usual luscious kisses when people are around* I can't 

figure out whether it is due to natural 'Japanese" modest y conditioned in 

the past, bashfulness or what* It does seem that there i s some reserve in 

her usual warmth though) maybe it is beoause we are still not used to being 
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married« I certainly did miss her last night though despit e the fact that 

I tried to be pleasant company for Mlchiko since the girl i s a lonely sort* 

Michiko has always been rather hesitant and reserved arou nd me, but 

•he did loosen up a bit last night and there was a noticeab le easing of 

her usual tension* I suppose it is because she is getting to know me bet-

ter and realising that I am not going to bite her* Michiko has a striking 

Oriental beauty, but an underdeveloped personality whi ch outwardly looks 

like a demureness, Prom what she said during the evening, sh e must have 

personality conflicts of sorts* She leans a lot on Yuriko for advice be-

cause Yuriko represents stability and self-confidence t o her* From what 

she said, I got the Impression that Michiko values this fri endship with 

Yuriko more than any other contaot she has even though w e don't see much 

of her* 

In recent months 9 Michiko seems to have made some satisfying strides 

towards the fulfillment of her ambitions* She has given sev eral recita-

tions of Japanese dancing on Letioia's programs, and she mentioned that 

she was planning to go into it full time now that she feels m ore confidence 

in herself* Michiko said that she first knew Yuriko in Los Angeles and 

that they once toured up the Coast in Teiko Ito's compan y* She lives in 

the same building with Teiko now, but seems to have lo st a lot of her ad-

miration towards her because she claims that Teiko is so e go-centric and 

extremely jealous and critioal of any other dancers* Michiko feels that 

the better attitude is to recognise that she still has a lot to learn and 

not scorn or belittle other dancers* She says that she le arned this from 

her contacts with Yuriko* 

As a result of her public appearances out here, Michiko s aid that she 

has received several night dub offers but she felt th at she was not ready 
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yet. She did get interested in a Broadway show which Mr* Shu bert is putting 

on this fall* It is called "01 in Tokyo" and Mlehlko said that she went for 

an interview and she was told that there would be a specia lty number in this 

musical comedy for her if she were interested. Then she remarked, "If I do 

get into a Broadway show, I bet the Nisei groups out here will always be 

after me for benefits." Michiko said that the JACD had already taken con* 

siderable advantage of her by asking her to dance withou t pay and "they 

think that they are actually helping my career by introd ucing me to the 

American  public* •  Michiko felt that this was a limited public and she had 

no desire to be exploited, but "it is hard to say 'no' be cause I am a Nisei 

too«" I told Michiko that Yuriko had this experience also, but a decision 

had to be made eventually since there was no end to it* 

Michiko said that she had very little social life as she wa s working 

and teaching dancing full time, and she went into a shell  when I jokingly 

asked her how her love life was progressing* It seems that she had some 

kind of a romantic disillusionment at one time and so she  is extremely wary 

of men now, and she had tentatively dedicated her life to her career* She 

has this attitude much deeper than Turlko ever had beca use of the complex 

nature of her personality conflicts* Michiko lives by herself because she 

said that she was a difficult roommate because of her mood s, and she men-

tioned one unfortunate experience she had* A oauoasian gir l was rooming 

with her, and she felt that this girl "always looked at me s o peculiarly 

when I undressed so I got self-conscious" and one night Mic hiko had a head-

ache so this girl oame over "and tried to make love to m e by kissing and 

things so I realised that she was a Lesbian" which the gir l admitted "be-

cause she said she had some kind of gland trouble*" 

We went to see "Notorious Gentleman" but I didn't enjoy  the movie too 



2469 

72 April 1947. Wednesday 

much because Yuriko was not there to hold hands with and I mi ssed her 

warmth all the more« I kept looking at my watch as I was imp atient to 

get home, but Mlchiko seemed to enjoy it very much as she re marked that 

It was the first time she had gone out in a long time and th anked me for 

making her evening enjoyable« When I got home, Yuriko wa s waiting for 

me slnoe she had just returned only a few minutes earlier » She was so 

tired, but tender and lovable so I guess she had to let me know that I 

was not being rejected for taking another girl out! 

We slept late this morning, but lost an hour due to da ylight saving 

time« We had a huge breakfast of bacon, ham, eggs, jam, En glish muffins, 

grapefruit, coffee and pancakes« Yuriko started out to ma ke waffles, but 

the machine stuck again so after breakfast we tinkered ar ound with it un-

til it finally worked« Yuriko had to go rehearse again this evening so 

she spent the afternoon ironing and cutting out a costume while I finally 

got down to reading "Study of Man" by Linton« Now I shall  go listen to 

Fred Allen and then read until Yuriko comes home« 
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The activity of the past day was too buoh for me so I took a rest from 

studies last night* It was all accidental, but neverthe less very much en* 

joyed« On Sunday night I had been up quite late waiting f or Yuriko to come 

home« She didn't arrive until about  It SO  and I expected her before mid* 

night so I got a bit worried« I couldn't figure out why th e rehearsals 

should go on so late even if Martha Graham was having di fficulty composing 

the last part of the new dance so that it could be ready wh en they rehearsed 

with the Boston Symphony later this week« I began to imagine that maybe 

Yuriko had not looked at the stop lights or something drast ic like that, 

and finally I couldn't stand the suspense so I went and p honed« Don said 

that Yuriko had started home a half hour earlier so that  didn't settle my 

mind« I waited and waited, and finally Yuriko arrived« She was so tired 

from the late rehearsal and she said that she was hurrying home when the 

old man at the corner newspaper and candy stand stopped h er to talk about 

our apartment which he also owns« He said that he would giv e it to us for 

$50 a month as he didn't think that we should be overpaying so m uch for a 

few sticks of furniture, but Yuriko told him that we would  go along with 

Mrs« Ohta in the hopes that her conscience would bother h er« At least, 

Yuriko said, we won't be kicked out on a sudden notice since  Allan probably 

is going to stay on in Japan and work for the Army and M rs« Ohta wouldn't 

try to rent to somebody else« Yuriko said that the old man l ikes her a lot 
so 

and she always boys PM from him« He bribed her with candy bar s just/she would 

stop and talk to him and that was the reason she was so late«  Like a little 

child acting very guilty, Yuriko offered me one of the c andy bars as a bribe, 

but I was so relieved to see her that I forgot  my worries about her not coming 

straight home« Since those gang beatings and other incide nts which have hap-

pened around here recently, it isn't too safe for a girl t o be out alone too 

late at night—although 
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Turiko could take care of herself and she certainly doesn 't have timid 

fears about the dark* I even tell her to carry the kitchen p aring knife 

for "protection* but she laughs* Usually I don't have fe ars like this, 

but lately there has been so many sex crimes in NYC that it got into my 

subconscious mind and Yurlko is precious to me* Anyway, I slept well 

even if it was only for five hours* 

Monday morning we had a group conference at the Public Welf are and 

then I went out on cases all afternoon* I visited a fami ly social settle* 

ment, school, and hostel and that involved walking abou t SO blocks in all 

around the East Side so I was worn out by the time I got hom e* Yurlko had 

left a note saying that she didn't think she could make it bac k for dinner 

so I ate a lonely meal and just as I finished she arrived* Sh e had to rush 

back for another rehearsal about 7s50 so I said that I was going to take a 

15 minute nap* The next thing I knew it was midnight and Yur lko was com-

ing home so the only thing I could do was eat a snack with her and then go 

to sleep again* But before we slept, Yurlko insisted that  I open the Ven-

etian blinds so that we could "look at the bright moon and rem ember our 

romancing days** It is just a year lacking a day or so s ince we first met* 

And also five years since I was evacuated to Tanforan* Yurl ko said that 

they were leaving for Boston Wednesday morning on the 8i0 0 ayem train so 

I will be able to see her off* She was so sweet and tender la st night and 

worried that I wouldn't get enough sleep even though she wa s so exhausted 

herself* When Yurlko gets romantic I have to respond or else she accuses 

me with "You don't love me any more?* 

I had an interesting visit with the Velez family and I thin k that the 

casework with them is bearing fruit since I don't try to control their 

lives* There was a little 11 year old Puerto Rlcan girl t here who didn't 
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•peak English as she has only been here for one month and I couldn't help 

but feel that this girl would be very handicapped since s he will no doubt 

be typed as a Negress because of her dark color* Family disorganization 

among the Puerto Means is terrific because of their handica pped cultural 

background and the Veles family is doing well under the circ umstances* 

They have a feeble-minded boy with an IQ of 70 but I think t hat he can be-

come socially useful and adequate if given the proper unde rstanding* I 

went to PS 72 to talk to his teacher* She said that the boy was in a 

class for mentally retarded development and she didn't hold out much hope 

for him* But when I told a bit of his emotional problems d ue to the poor 

home situation she seemed to get much more interested in  the boy and said 

that she would give him special attention* Then I went t o the social set-

tlement house to find out more about the summer camp progr am for children* 

While I was there I also looked in on the Old Agere Club—65 years or 

over—and found out a bit of its program in case I could interest same of 

my other clients* I find that it is most educational to actually go to 

visit the various agencies rather than read about it bec ause then I can 

see for myself* Field work so far has been surprisingly int eresting for 

me and I feel that I am getting more out of it than from clas s work* It 

gripes me that I have to attend such dull courses* I thin k that I will be 

able to finish up by next December as I am going through the summer session* 

I still feel that most of the students go a bit too overboard on the psycho-

analytical interpretation of the clients and I haven' t seen such good ap-

plication of it* Thus far # my supervisor does not seem to find many com-

plaints about my straight factual reports and I do try to In clude cultural 

factors since we have so many Puerto Rioan cases* Howeve r, I am not so re-

sistant against the psychoanalytical approach now as a t first because I am 
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beginning to see that it has certain validity and my argume nt all along 

has been that it is applied indiscriminately by social wor kers without 

too clear an understanding of the general concepts invol ved« Psychiatrists 

have to study for years on this subjeot and the more they le arn the less 

sure they are so social workers shouldn't be so cocky with their limited 

knowledge« The funny thing is that the more inexperienced the student, 

the more they tend to be dogmatic about their theoretical knowledge and 

this comes out at every group conference we have in t he welfare office« 

I had a rather boring day today in my two classes, especial ly in so-

cial research« I think that it is an insult to a graduate student to be 

forced to take such a useless course« The instructor, Dr« K lein, is so 

brilliant that nobody seems to be able to follow his abstr act theories« 

I'm not getting a thing out of the course« In one month at t he school, I 

can't say that I have profited greatly from class work and there is only 

one course which I have taken a great interest in« For the ot her courses, 

I just do the reading and console myself that it must be d one for the sake 

of that degree« I met Kenny for lunch today and he mentio ned that he was 

greatly worried about job possibilities as he finishes up next quarter« 

He has made tentative explorations of the job field a nd he didn't think 

that it was too hopeful« He said that he realized when h e went into so-

cial work that he would never make money in it, but he is di scouraged that 

the level of pay is even lower than ho imagined« He invi ted me over for 

dinner on Saturday while Xurlko is gone for the Boston pe rformance at 

Harvard« 

I had a rather interesting discussion with Mr« M« yeste rday at the 

hostel« He wanted to "consult" me on reasons why the ho stel should be 

kept in operation until next spring and we worked out a li st of reasons 



2464 

29 April 1947. Wednesday 

which ho would like me to write up into a form of a statement t o present 

to the Church Board Friday noon since he said that he couldn 't express 

himself so well in English* From the comments he made, I g ot the impres-

sion that I was wrong in thinking that the main reason why he  wanted to 

keep the hostel open for six more months beyond October w as to protect his 

job as he emphasised that he had his own economic plans an d he didn't 

think of the hostel in terms of personal security for himsel f* 

During the discussion I suddenly realised that the "res ettlement" 

period of the evacuees definitely was not oyer yet altho ugh I haven't giv-

en it much thought lately due to the pressure of persona l activities* Mr* 

M*'s basis for desiring the continuation of the hostel seemed to have a 

great deal of validity* His  points t 

Mr* M* pointed out that the major preoccupation of the re -

settlers was for economic security and that few have made  perm-

anent adjustments during the four years sinoe first r eleased from 

camp because the war jobs postponed this for large segments of the 

American population and the re settlers were a part of it* M r* M* 

thought that this instability would increase rather than de crease 

and that there were many "drifters" yet* He felt that fo r this 

reason, it was necessary for seme sort of official or s emi-of-

ficial agency to remain open* He described the group at th e 

hostel as the "residue" of the resettlement movement but that 

their adjustments were Just as important as for the larg er group 

of evacuees who came out into this area* The main need which 

the hostel could provide is in housing* He said that the mi gra-

tion movement was slow now, but the hostel did provide a tem -

porary stop-over point for those who need it even more tha n 
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the more venturesome who early left the camp* Mr* M* poin ted 

out that it was the Seabrooks Farms group which were prima rily 

moving into NIC now and they consisted of many released fro m 

Tule Lake at the closing of that camp, many from Cryst al City f 

many Kibei, and large family units which were primarily agri-

cultural* 

It seems that the Seabrooks Farms situation is getting 

increasingly difficult for the 500 family units there bec ause 

of the slack in employment* During the war, the corporat ion 

which operates the Farms could hire hundreds and hundreds b e-

cause there were so many war contracts with the army and n avy* 

This is only a trickle of the activity now, and many wa re-

houses there are jammed with unsold goods* On top of t hat, 

the frozen foods business has not gone over as well as ex -

peoted* As a result, many of the Japanese there are bei ng 

laid off or they only get a limited amount of work* At no 

time were they able to advance to the better paying sup er*-

visory jobs so that there has been dteatisfaction on this 

score* Due to this economic insecurity, there has been a 

movement away from there* The Issei want to go back to  Cal-

ifornia where they know farming methods, but the Nisei pr e-

fer to remain in the East* Since there is a terrific ho us-

ing shortage on the West Coast as well as out here, and si nce 

it costs so much to move to California, many families are com-

ing into NYC* They have no industrial experience, and th e 

Nisei children were too young during the war to get into wa r 

industries so that they are unskilled* 
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Mr* M* thought that from this viewpoint alone 9 the hostel 

should be continued because it was hard for a rural group to 

come into the largest city in the country and they needed  vo-

cational advice and emotional support as well* On top of that 

many of the Issei have language handioaps and the Kibei are i n 

a similar position* He thought that it might prove tragic  if 

many of the young Kibei were thrust out so suddenly on thei r 

own because they did not have the poise of the Nisei and many 

of thorn didn't even know how to go about finding a Job or hous-

ing since they spent the war at Tule Lake and since then they 

have been in another "camp" situation at Seabrooks* Mr* M* 

said that there was a small stream of Issei passing thro ugh 

the city looking for business opportunities and they woul d 

bring their families later if they could find a temporary head-

quarters like the hostel* He pointed out that the NT Com mittee 

for Resettlement was folding up next month so that the hostel 

was the only group which could serve in an information-givin g 

capacity. Many of the Issei farmers would be interest ed in 

agricultural opportunities in this area if they cou ld come and 

investigate but they wouldn't come if there were no host el 

since these Issei know nothing about how to go about look ing 

for hotel rooms. Mr. M* said that many of the resettiers had 

domestic jobs and the hostel served as headquarters betw een 

jobs. He had many other points which I will try to write u p 

for him in a report* I don't agree with all of his points, but 

I am convinced in  my mind that the hostel will not be any influ-

ence in causing any segregation trend among the Nisei in  this 
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city since it is so large and impersonal» The primary objec tive 

of the hostel is more in the direction of economic adjust ments 

rather than social activities. It is primarily for Isse i, Kibei, 

and timid Nisei who are the residue of the resettlement m ovement* 
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68 East 102nd St. 
New York City, N.Y. 

April 29, 1947 

SOME FACTORS RELATED TO THE NEED FOR CONTINUED SUPPORTIVE HOSTEL 
ASSISTANCE TO JAPANESE RESETTLERS INTO THE NEW YORK CITY AREA 

This brief report attempts to formulate a statement wh ich night be con-

sidered in any decision by the Board to extend hostel fa cilities beyond the 

current year* 

During the past five years, the Japanese population of t his country has 

been subjeoted to considerable forced and voluntary mig ration from the West 

Coast all the way to the Eastern Seaboard* New York City has been one of 

the largest centers of resettlement, and this hostel has served as a "spring-

board" into the larger conmunlty for a considerable numbe r of the total* 

The present trickle of newcomers here is the end process of this movement 

which has lasted roughly four years, but, nevertheless,  it is significant 

in terms of the individuals involved* 

In the past 18 months we have seen a termination of assi sting activity 

by both the public and private agencies Interested in t he problems of the 

resettlers* In this city, the hostel remains as about th e last agency di-

rectly involved in the resettlement problems of the Ja panese resident* How-

ever, we feel that it is misleading to assume that the r esettlement phase 

has been completed by all of the resettlers and that further agency interest 

is no longer necessary* Unfortunately, many of the official agencies have 

acted upon this assumption with the result that the ne west resettlers who 

need the most help are the ones who will get the least* Th is is unfortun-

ate in terms of long-time planning* It is recognized tha t it was not finan-

cially feasible for the larger agencies to continue oper ation of their pro-
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grams for the trickle of resettlere now coining into this ci ty, but we feel 

that the hostel has a definite continuing role to fulfill  since there is 

a large area of responsibility which would be left vacan t if the program 

were terminated prior to next spring* A summary of the ove rall pattern of 

resettlement to date will illustrate the nature of this p roblem. 

The last report of the WRA Liquidation Unit in Washington  indicated 

that their intensive survey pointed up the fact that the  major preoccupa-

tion of the resettlere was for economic security, and tha t few had made 

permanent adjustments during the four years since their first release from 

the WRA centers. The war served to postpone final economic  adjustments be-

cause of the large scale activity in war industries and  related fields. 

The resettlere still are seeking adjustments into the pea ce-time economy 

of this country. 

It is true that many of the resettlere bettered their prew ar economic 

status during the initial resettlement period, and, the refore, they are not 

so easily satisfied to slip back into the more limited p atterns. However, 

the resettlere in many areas of the country have reporte d greater diffi-

culty in finding new employment since early this year, a nd, consequently, 

the ranks of the "drifters" have increased tremendously . Some of this new 

migration is directed towards this city which has gained a r eputation among 

the Japanese as a place for unlimited opportunities, and it is likely that 

newcomers will increase during the balance of this ye ar. They are motivated 

by a desire to better their economic and housing status, an d to rejoin fam-

ilies. 

Aside from this general picture, there are specific fact ors related to 

the need for continued assistance to newcomers. The host el cannot do the 

entire job, but a good segment of these functions have been undertaken dur-



2470 
83 

ing the period of its existence. During the period of ope rations to date, 

the hostel has been of service to roughly 800 individuals by p roviding 

housing facilities, and to oountless others in incide ntal services* Fu-

ture services have been considered largely in terns of the Issei and fm»i1 

family units, the single Kibei, and the less adjusted Nise i* 

It is acknowledged that housing needs are common to migr ant groups 

into New Tork, but the hostel provides an essential service  beyond the 

scope of mere physioal needs* Since Japanese-supported agencies in this 

city are few in number, and since there is little financia l support ob-

tainable from the more settled Japanese resident, the mai n burden has fal-

len upon the hostel by default. It is felt that concern for t his "residue" 

of the resettlement population now coming into the city sho uld be just as 

great as for those who preoeded these late comers in vi ew of the fact that 

they are not as well equipped financially or emotionally as the earlier axw 

rivals* The hostel can prove to be an essential resour ce for this trickle 

of late comers for at least another year* 

The resettlement process into this city will not be termi nated until 

the problem of the Seabrooks Farm group is resolved* Th e hostel in the 

past has been of great help to this group, and it has been planned to in-

tensify this program for the balance of this year sinc e a large group of 

potential migrants into this city exists in this source* The Seabrooks 

Farm Japanese have a peculiar resettlement problem wh ich is much more dif-

ficult than that of the migrants from other areas, and we have given ser-

ious thought as to how the hostel can most effectively s erve them* 

Some background data on the Seabrooks Farm Japanese, whi ch involves 

600 families or roughly 2000 individuals, might indicat e why we feel that 

it is part of the hostel responsibility to be concerned a s to their future* 
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We do not assume that the entire 2000 individuals from Seabr ooks Farms 

will eventually come to this city, but there are many indi cations that a 

goodly percentage of them could easily be encouraged to tak e the next step 

in their general adjustment pattern  by coming to this city for economic 

betterment« 

The present make-up of the Seabrooks population includes a large per-

centage of Issel and family groups from Tule Lake« These we re the last of 

the camp residents to be forced out by the WRA closure  policy, and they are 

emotionally the most insecure of any of the resettler grou ps* Many of them 

do not have oltlsenship status, and they come to NYC with m any handicaps* 

Another segment of the Seabrooks population contains ma ny families for» 

merly interned at Crystal City. Many single Kibei with no ci tizenship 

status are also in this group. 

In addition to the above situation, the main economic ba ckground of 

the Seabrooks residents have been agricultural. At the p resent time, the 

economic position of this group is quite serious* There h as been an in-

creasing slack in employment as the company no longer has wa r contracts 

with the Army and Navy, and its warehouses are filled with goods produced 

by the workers with no existing market* As a result, many of t he Japanese 

workers have been laid off or they can only get a limit ed amount of work 

rationed among the entire group* At no time were they abl e to get the 

better paying supervisory positions so that there has bee n Increasing dis-

satisfaction on that score* 

Due to this present economic Insecurity—likely to becom e permanent-

there has been an increasing movement to other areas of the  country, and 

particularly to this city. Many of the Issel desire to r eturn to California 

where they know the farming methods, but they fear the p olitioal situation 
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in that state yet so that it is difficult for them to arr ive at a decision« 

On the other hand, their Nisei children prefer the greate r freedom from re-

strictive social practices which exist in the East* In th e meantime, the 

economic position of the Seabrooks resident is steadily b ecoming more acute* 

Since many of them have no resources to return to Californ ia anyway, there 

has been a growing urban trend» This city appears to be  the desired destin-

ation of many of this group, but the housing situation ca uses a great deal 

of hesitancy* Ve feel that if some reassurance could be gi ven to them that 

the hostel will be available for another year, it will  encourage many of 

them to aot upon their hesitant decisions and hasten the t ime towards 

greater economic security* Since there is no other agen cy available to do 

this work, the hostel has been regarded as the "lifeline * into this city* 

It must be borne in mind that this sense of hesitancy a nd fear is 

much more Intense in this group than for the average res ettler because the 

Seabrooks group have lived under a "camp psychology" for almost five years, 

and they have little experience with urban life* Many of t he younger Nisei 

there are just coming into adulthood at a time when job  opportunities are 

decreasing even in urban areas, but they are still draw n to the city for 

various motivations* The hostel has attempted to fill part  of the need 

for vooatlonal counselling, but this phase of the progra m needs to be ex-

panded* We feel that sociologically it is of importance t o assist this 

"residue" group in a positive way if they are to remain a useful part of 

the society in which they live* Psychologically, it is s ignificant in 

terms of the personality stability of these individuals* We definitely 

feel that resettlement is a long term process, and the res ponsibility has 

not been discharged as long as a fairly large number of res ettlers are in 

need of continued assistance* 
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With this large segment of the "residue" population in m ind (the 

Seabrooks group), it may be advisable to continue the ho stel activities 

beyond the current year* It is a known fact that a rural group coming 

into a highly concentrated urban area need emotional suppo rt as well as 

physical assistance, and this problem is intensified by  a background of 

forced evacuation and uprooting from familiar ways into a n entirely new 

experience* 

There are also cultural factors peculiar to this group whi ch the 

hostel may ease into adequate adjustment through an advi sory capacity* 

Many of the prospective arrivals in the coming months wi ll be of the Issei 

and Kibei group with their difficult language handicaps. Us have attempted 

to perform a vocational guidance and counselling func tion informally for 

this group in the past, and it is proposed to intensify t his aspect of 

hostel aotlvitles in the future* Many of the single resid ents will be un-

skilled industrially and they need assistance in bec oming acquainted with 

looal employment services and other community agencies * 

Many of our residents are single unmarried girls who suf fer from a 

sense of acute loneliness initially and the hostel has be en of assistance 

to them in making some personal adjustments by acquaint ing them with so-

cial facilities in this elty* The degree of emotional di slocations have 

been increasingly developed and acute in the "residue" group of resettlers 

since they have not made personality adjustments to the s ame degree as the 

earlier resettlers because of various reasons. The host el has provided 

limited assistance in this respect but it has been handicap ped because of a 

lack of adequate personnel* 

A loomlngly large function in the role of the hostel towar ds the new 

arrivals is on the counselling level for the Issei group. M any of them 
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oorae to this city to establish preliminary business co ntacts before moving 

their families here and they have used the resources of t he hostel to a 

large degree for this purpose. As we gain new knowledg e from past exper-

ience, we have been able to extend this activity to one of o ur major func-

tions* It is this group which does not have any experienc e in locating 

other hotel facilities and they would hesitate to come f or initial explor-

ations in the future if there were no hostel to serve as t he temporary head-

quarters, It is this group which are the "scouts' 1 for others at Seabrooks 

and the adverse reports they may send back could discourag e others from 

seeking better eoonomlo positions in this direction* 

The hostel has also served In another areat social activi ty* In the 

past, we have emphasised more of the information givin g function through 

the extensive use of bulletin posting, for the purpose of en couraging the 

Nisei resident to become better integrated into the wid er community* How-

ever, the hostel has also served as a social center fo r small groups of re-

settlers an special occasions since they have no other meeting plaoe* The 

Japanese churches in this city have not undertaken any e xtensive programs 

to facilitate social adjustments and the hostel has been  somewhat limited 

in filling this void because of limited facilities and funds. 

A primary factor related to the continuing need of the ho stel is that 

it offers financial savings to the residents through the low prevailing 

oharges for room and board* Since many of the resident s are employed in 

unskilled and semi-skilled Jobs (or they are students), it has been a great 

help to them to reside in the hostel* For small family un its, the savings 

have been equally great. Since this group have limited reso urces, continued 

assistance of this sort seems to be indicated for some months yet. 

However, it seems advisable to devise concurrently some f easible plan 
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to locate other liTing quarters systematically so that there will be a 

fairly rapid turnover for the hostel in order to make roam for other fam-

ily units on the waiting list. There are many resettlers in  this city who 

are desirous of staying here temporarily but they do not ap ply because 

they hare heard rumors that there is no room« We have att empted to fol-

low the policy of a large turnover of residents, but this has not been en-

tirely possible because of the acute housing shortage which prevails in 

this city« We have also recognised that many of the single  residents do 

not have sufficient initiative to do things for themselv es because of cer-

tain traits of basic insecurity in their personality mak eup« 

Another group which the hostel has been of service to are t he large 

numbers of domestic workers in the area who use this p lace as a headquar-

ters between jobs« In most oases, their motive In shifti ng positions is to 

move on to better Jobs and thus work towards greater economic security« 

This is also applicable to the large number of restau rant workers« It is 

our policy to be of continuing service to this group si nce their turnover 

is large« 

In connection with the cheaper living costs available to  the residents, 

we have provided meals at a minimum of cost to them and as a  result there 

has been some difficulty in meeting this expense in the ho stel budget« Our 

main purpose has been in terms of helping the resident  and not to make a 

profit on the kitchen« With the present inflationary spira l of food costs, 

the meal program is seriously threatened and it may be a so lution if the 

kitchen budget could be supplemented by same of the surp lus which the hostel 

may have accrued in the past« The other alternative is to clo se this phase 

of the hostel activity entirely, with a consequent hardshi p on the residents 

who would have to eat their meals out in restaurants« 



2476 

9 

From this brief resume of the hostel activity, we hope t hat some in-

dication of our present situation has been clarified, and it is further 

hoped that the hostel may continue to meet the needs of the small but sig-

nificant group of reset tiers who continue to come into N ew York until next 

spring» Otherwise it may be advisable to close the hoste l this summer 

since October is seasonally disadvantageous for a closi ng date because of 

the insufficient time for residents to prepare for winter. W e hope that 

all of the factors mentioned will be considered in any fi nal decision to 

continue the hostel or not» 

We also reiterate that we have no personal motivation i n the continua-

tion of the hostel since future plans have been made and it would not cause 

any severe personal dislocation regardless of the time the hostel is closed. 

Our main desire is a sincere interest in helping the res ettlers to the max-

imum of our ability as we have dedicated ourselves to thi s Job as our pri-

mary function during the existence of the hostel. 

Very respectfully submitted, 

Douglas Mitsuhaahi, Director 
Manhattan Hostel 
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Darling, 

I Just got to the office and I still hare 15 minutes before work starts« 

It was less than one hour ago that I saw your sweet tired fac e smiling through 

the train window as it pulled out of Grand Central« I hop e that you got 

rested on your trip up to Boston« I miss you very much, darling, and I al-

ready am lonesome« I hope that I don't get absent-minde d and call one of my 

lady cases at welfare by "darling" as she might slap my fa ce and think that 

I was making a pass at her] Right now, I feel quite warm an d I am digesting 

the ham and egg breakfast« I hope that the lunch I made f or you was filling 

enough and that you did not starve before getting up there « You probably had 

a nice view of the countryside if you were not sleeping« It was so warm af-

ter I left you at the station that I decided to stroll up to the office here 

on 68th« Walking 26 blocks before work is a nice way to start out the day« 

It only took me about 50 minutes and I came quite leisurely as I looked at 

the books in the windows, polka dot dresses in the shops,  and various items 

of food in the store« Everybody was hurrying to work but I just sauntered 

along like a tourist« I'll probably be very tired by the time I get home 

this evening as I have to walk around the upper East Side  this afternoon« 

I think that I shall sleep well this evening since we onl y got four hours 

last night« 

This noon I think I will drop by the hostel and give your fa ther that 

brief statement he wanted me to write up, and get a free lunch in return! 

Maybe I will just walk around central park and watch the birds, look at the 

flowers and trees getting green, and think of you« That s hows you how much 

I am in love with you] In case I don't get a chance to write you before the 

performance, I wish you THE VERY BEST OF SUCCESS ON YOUR PE RFORMANCE AT HAIf* 

VARDJ How did Joan Skinner do? I bet she was pretty nervou s« 9y this time 

you are no doubt well settled with Ethel's friend« Are t he living accommoda-
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tions nice? In case you get a chance to wander around Bos ton a bit, go 

down to the Old Lobeter House for a meal as that is where I at e when I 

went up« It is near Fanueil Hall and it is a very old build ing, but the 

food is fresh« There is an Armenian family In Vaterto wn that I met a year 

ago but I don't remember the address« 

All of the people are coming into the office now so I will h ave to 

look quite business like and put on a stern social work er's look on ny 

faoe so that the relief clients coming into the waiting ro om will think 

that I am a big official or something around here« Every o nce in a while a 

Puerto Rican client comes up and talks Spanish to me« Maybe I should learn 

the language« They think that I am one of their countrymen. 

Darling, eat well and try to get a lot of rest« In case you  sleep with 

Ethel, please remember your manners and do not get romant ic while asleep be* 

cause she might not understand! You ean save it for me« Jus t tMwir of me 

sitting at the dining room table eating a solitary meal out of the Green 

pan for the next few days, I don't know if I will use a fork or not as I 

don't want to wash any more dishes than possible« I shall put all the food 

in one pot, boil it up hard for twenty minutes, salt it br iefly and then eat 

right out of it! For variety, I shall eat out of the fryin g pan in the morn-

ing, if I have time« I don't know what I am going to do about getting up 

without you around to take care of me« I hate to think of tha t cold bed 

with lonesome me in it« I guess I will have to put a pillow ne xt to me and 

pretend that it is you« I know that you counted all the eggs  to make sure I 

ate some for breakfast every morolngi Have to close now, a ll my delicious 

love« Tell Ethel I said not to beat up her mother in ease she  objects to 

Cupid« Wish I could come up there« 

love, 

oharlie« 
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The day has gone by so quickly and in a few minutes I shall be  headed 

home. I feel so tired as I must hare walked at least 70 bloc ks today. It 

didn't rain after all, but it was most sultry, I was at the hostel for 

lunoh and I explained what my comments meant to your father. He liked it 

•exy much as it sounded •learned' 1 he said and he thought that the report 

would impress the Board. Now he wants me to come Friday to m eet the Board 

and help him interpret what he means. Guess I shall go hom e now. Good--

bye, my love, I'll write more later, I think I shall sle ep well tonight as 

I put in a good day at the office. 


