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Charles Kikuohi Diary November 7, 1946 
Fort Hamilton Seotion 
Hospital 

The dootor just told me that I oould get out of here next Tuesd ay. 

He has oonoluded that 1 do not have a rare blood disease or so mething, as 

the daily blood tests show that I am normal. It's a relief* I haven't told 

Ruriko why there was suoh a delay beoause she would worry t oo muoh. So I'll 

be leaving here with a diagnosis of pneumonia -- bronc hitis oured. 

I read two oomplete novels yesterday and the day flew by befor e I 

realised it. "Action in Samaria" by John O'Hara and "Portrai t of a Marriage)" 

by Pearl Buok. I've beoome quite an avid reader sinoe my i noaroenation in 

this hosptial beoause it hasn't been very stimulating to eng age in small 

talk with the other paties about the virginity of the nurse s and whether it 

is ethioal for a nurse to have interoourse with an EM patient ,. These topios 

are debated with great deliberation during the day« int erspersed with 

hypoohrondial complaints, and after lights are out the ta lk veers to the 

great intelleotual heights of sex in the boudoir. Some of th e comments are 

really funny. One of the boys read in a book that Jewish wome n were the 

first to widely use a pessory so he simply had to find out wh at it meant. 

I told him that it was a hot water bottle whioh nurses used t o relieve 

stomaoh orLmps so the guy asked our ward nurse, "Say do you u se a pessory?" 

She got very angry and threatened to report him to the Colone l for oasting 

refleotion upon her ohaste unmarried feminity. The pati ent was so bewildered 

that all he oould say was "what's she getting sore aboutT" 

The patients in this war are like little boys and they hav e a strong 

urge to be mothered so that they get to be pests to the nurse s. We had 
o 

some exoitement in our ward last nigit. One of the boys had a 104 fever 

and he had to be taken out for oxygen. All of the patients in thi s ward 

have respiratory diseases, ohiefly pneumonia. The guy next  to me is the 

biggest baby in the ward and very trying on the nerves. I have t o listen 

to him oomplain all day long. Last night he had a perseout ionist oomplex 

and he oreated a lot of disturbanoe with his unreasonable de mands for attention. 
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The guy has had 168 penoillen shots la ths past si* months, so I tried to 

fsel sorry for him. He runs Manuel ragged with all his demands  for ssrrioe. 

Ust night ths boy thought he was going to dis so he wouldn't tu rn his bed-

light off. Claimed that he was sweating, but felt like he wa s freesing. 

For three hours he leotured on the inefficiency of the medi oal personnel 

and he wouldn't allow any of us to go to sleep beoause he di dn't want to die 

alone. The guy is a poranoid and he should be in a mental ins titution. 

Maybe it's Just a oase of prolonged illness. Mike is a differ ent type. He 

has a lung disease and has been on his back for four months. He has a tough 

exterior but never asks for sympathy. He kids about his pains and doesn't go 

into one hour disoriptions of his ailments. He tells dirty jo kes about his 

sex life, or laok of it. He is very generous with all of his bel ongings and 

is always trying to give something away. He told me yesterda y that he was 

Jewish and we had a little talk on anti-semitism,'its oau se and oure. (He 

insisted that Palestine was the solution, but I oouldn't ag ree with that.) 

There are a number of interesting fellows in this ward, b ut they oome and 

go so rapidly that I don't get to know them too well. The fun ny things is 

that the loudest oomplainers all seem to stiok in one group a nd they try to 

make life miserable for everyone else. The "old timers" sn eak into corners 

to play .06/ poker. The sexually uninhibited try to goose the nurse. Highest 

in the sooial soale of the ward are the oooperative patients who go about 

details without oomplaint, and this attitude extends into their other relation-

ships so that they get along with everyone. 

Only one patient has been completely ostrooised by the gro up. He stole 

a large hershey bar from the Red Cross Gray Lady and then brag ged about it. 

Nobody talks to him or would share in the booty beoause they th ought it was 

a dirty triok. These Red Cross ladies oome around to all the wards and take 

orders for gum, oandy, cigarettes, etc. and then go to the F X to buy these 
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things for the patients. It is a volunteer service and they a re always 

coming out $2*00 to |8.00 short whioh they take out of the ir own pockets. 

To steal from them is about the worst orime that oan be commit ted* Despite 

any of the shortoomings of these patients, at least they a re honest. I 

leave  my  wallet and things on my desk all the time and nobody ever touohes 

a thing. It is a sort of unwritten law not to touoh personnel ef fects, but 

perfectly ligitimate to go take fruit juice from the kitohen and things like 

that. It's a code of behavior not too peculiar to hospital ps ychology sinoe 

it is for self protection that the boys don't steal from one another« Any 

food whioh is brought into the ward by relatives is automatic ally considered 

common property) in faot, to refuse an offer of fruit or c andy is tantamount 

to a rejection of a bid for friendship. The one common bond o f the patients 

is that they are all GI's suffering from respiratory dise ases. 

Ity ohief problem for today is figuring out some way in whi oh I oan get 

a weekend pass. Twenty four hour passes are the longest give n. It would be 

a pity if I were oonfined here all weekend as I am perfectly wel l now, and 

my heart longs to love YUriko with all its strength. To do t hat I have to 

be with herI Maybe I oan persuade the doctor that this is the b est possible 

therapy for me. 

November 8, 1946 

The doctor is making his morning rounds now so we have to  s it  by 

our bedside and be very quiet. The nurse doesn't jump on me beoause I 

turned on symphony music yesterday and she was pleased "th at somebody around 

here has an appreciation for good music at l e a s t T h i s seem ed to impress 

the doctor too« so I took advantage  of 1he  opportunity and asked for a weekend 

pass. He gave me from Saturday noon until Monday morning, bu t I'll have to 

oome back for Armistice Day. At least, it is bettern than a 24 h our pass. 

I was restless yesterday as the confinement is getting no ticeable, and 

I got tired of reading. The doctor said that I would be disc harged from 
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the hospital Tuesday morning, so that ray illness officiall y lasted 17 

days. It's been a nioe rest and I have lost some weight b ut otherwise I 

feel fine. Yuriko hasn't been able to visit me beouase of he r teaching 

schedule so I miss her very much. All I have to do today is rea d and do 

a little KP at noon. 

7 »00  PM. 

I am sorely disappointed because the Colonel of the hospita l passed 

an edict that no patient could get a weekend pas and this da shed ngr plans. 

I feel angry and frustrated* Colonels must have a peculiar m ean streak in 

them. And, Yuriko was here this afternoon and we had made so many plans for 

a weekend date. It's enough to make anyone feel badly. Th is place feels 

like a prison now, and the only reason I could tolerate it these past few 

days was because of the thought of the weekend pass. Just this morning the 

dootor said I could have a 36 hour pass too. When he told abo ut the 

Colonel'8 edict, I didn't say a thing — Just turned about and walked away. 

It was like getting an unexpected blow. Yuriko will cert ainly be disappointed 

too. Such a pity that I won't do a thing about it. Migit as well be 

philosophical, but it hurts a lot. I've been reading the "N ew Yorker," 

"Fortune," and a novel "Strange Woman" to keep  my  mind off the disappointment — 

with only limited suooess.  Nuts  M l Lost $4.00 in a poker game too. What a 

day! 

November 9, 1946 
Saturday • 6t00 PM 

I am no longer enjoying Iny rest" here. There's nothing to lo ok forward 

to except wait for Yuriko's visit. The rest of the time I re ad books and 

flirt with the cute nurse. Also indulged in a poker game a whi le ago, but 

am finally oonvinoed that I have no talent in oards as my cur iosity gets 

the better of me. I've been restless all day long, but manage d to read the 

novel "Strange Woman" and star a second "Captain from Cas tile." But I am 
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tired of reading, and don't relish the prospect of a long ev ening ahead of 

me* 

Yuriko oame to visit me for two hours this afternoon and com forted me 

for not getting the pass* This incident was most disturbi ng because there 

is no sense to it* The passes were turned down at the Colon el*s whim 

because a General was coming for an inspection* Then he went o ff to the 

Notre Dame — Army football game (no doubt using a ticket inten ded for one 

of the Purple Heart patients here), so I'm out of luck for a pa ss tomorrow* 

It will be a dull weekend and I oan't help but feel restle ss* I'm glad 

that I'll be out of this Army soon* 

Isomu NoguoAi had quite a spread in the 11 November 1946 Life Magazine* 

November 10, 1946 

It's been a slow day, but I'm reconciled to remaining one m ore day in 

this hospital* A few of us inquired with great sest about ou r passes, but 

the Colonel was unattainable* Such is lifel The Colonel se ems to be a 

despotic individual nobody dares take a step without his ap proval* Too 

bad that we couldn't get off for the day thougfr* Levine and J ohnson are 

crushed, and they are taking the blow mournfully* I'm tryin g to be as 

philosophical as possible about it, but the stupid polic ies of Army officers 

are sometimes most exasperating* We are at the whim of on e individual who 

apparently doesn't have too fair a sense of judgement* Th e ones who yell 

the loudest seem to get the break because they oomplain so muo h, while those 

who don't make a pest of themselves are penalised* It doe sn't make one bit 

of sense* 

There was oonsolation in Yuriko's visit and we had a nice tim e* She 

was very smartly dressed and all the boys took notice* Said that Rhoda's 

show was about to fold, and Lamar is going to take a Xmas jo b in the post-

office* Read "Captain from Castile" the rest of the day. 
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Today 1« Armistice Day, It celebrates the and of World War I, whioh 

saved Damooraoy for the world* The »ooond world war must h ave been an 

afterthought. I suppose it is easy to be oynioal in view of t he disturbed 

state of international affairs, but I can't help but think of the millions 

of killed and wounded who are still being betrayed by sel fish world interests. 

I still think that the ideals fought for was fine, although i t might have 

been accomplished in a less bloody way. Fe are just as guilty as any nation 

and it is disgusting to read in the papers about military men w ho glibly 

pronounoe that we need bigger and better armed forces to pre serve peace — 

a sure step towards the rise of vioious dictatorship like Ge rmany and Japan 

had. In spite of all the bloodshed, the nations still don't s eem to be 

able to agree in the founding of a strong U.N. The past war is p ractically 

forgotten in the United States beoause of the economic pro blems. The shoe 

has been reversed now, and it*s all blamed on the New Deal. Too bad Wallaoe 

was cheated out of the Presidency as he seems to be the only con sistent 

liberal in politios now. I hate to think of all the price rise s now that 

all oontrols are lifted. I oan*t afford to pay more than |5 0.00 a month 

rent. I sometimes think I should be more "practical" and tr y to make some 

money for iUriko instead of trying to finish my M.A., but I do n't think I 

would be happy in a routine job. I'd rather have interesting i nsecurity 

than dull security. It seems that the effort of doing thin gs gives more 

test to life than the actual attainment. Yuriko wants me to  do the things 

whioh has meaning for me, and it doesn't bother her that I can't buy a 

oozy home and all the other things a guy is supposed to get f or his wife. 

I Just don't seem to be the money making type. I'm glad that Yli riko's 

thinking coincides so well with mine. It is going to be a pro blem to make 

both ends meet in NYC with its high oost of living, but I can' t exactly say 

that I'm afraid of it. The situation is going to face me soon and I can 

hardly wait to get out of the Army and be with Yuriko. She certa inly has 
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added to  wy  life and really made it worthwhile and purposeful, not to s ay 

anything about happy.  Uy  outlook on life hat been considerably brightened 

with her as a life companion| in fact, I'm very delirious w ith Joy and 

happiness« 

Tomorrow I get out of this hospital and in another week or so  ny 

orders for separation will go inj and in three weeks at the mo st I should 

be out of this Army! Personally I gained from my army experi ence, but I 

still think that any military system is stupid and obsolete i n a civilized 

world* A fancy uniform will never oompensate for all the ev ils of war and 

what it stands for* 

Tonight I am going to a pro basketball game with some of the ho spital 

patients• 

November 12, 1946 

I am feeling very irritated beoause I have to remain in the h ospital 

for 

one more dayt Turiko is waiting for me at home and there's n o way in 

whioh I can contact her as there is no phone. All morning I h ave been wait-

ing for the doctor to show up to ask for an emergenoy pass bu t he is just 

now making his rounds. I don't know if I will get it or not, b ut it a 

certainly has been/disturbing morning. The nurse didn't tell me until this 

morning that  my  chart had not gone in so it was a great surprise to lear n 

that I was not going out* It is almost impossible to get out of  an Army 

hospital it seems. 

On top of these things I feel tired and hungry. Didn't get t o sleep 

until after  2 »00  last night beoause of all the noise. We went to  fche  "pro" 

basketball game at Madison Square Qarden, but several of the boys slipped 

out and started to visit a few bars. They were soused by the ti me they got 

back. One of them got into a fight and the oops were lookin g for them. 

They broke a store window. They were also bothering the gir ls on Broadway 

and trying to make a pickup. Shorty, the good natured colored boy was with 
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them and he was very sent  itive  about the whole thing for fear that he would 

get aooueed of rape. When these boy« got baok to the hospital with a bottle, 

they prooeeded to awaken everyone and the noise did not sto p until after 2g00 

AM* They aoted like a lot of young oountry boys and they had t o let everyone 

know how many drinks they had. They didn't have muoh consi deration for the 

si ok  patients who just oame into the ward. 

I've been trying to take my mind off of  my  anxiety by reading Q.B. 

Shaw's plays all morning. "Arms and the Man" only mde me f eel more disgust 

for the military. 

lOtOO PM 

Just returned from a pass. The Colonel here relented and a llowed me to 

go see Yuriko when I told him a white lie about having some furn iture moved. 

It was a nioe reunion and Turiko was very happy to see me. I was home for 

about six hours. Everytime I see her, it gets more difficult to return to 

the  Army  and all I think about these days is getting out. ttiriko is also 

looking forward to that happy oooassion. 

November 14, 1946 

"It certainly was a long three day pass you had!* says the bo ys when 

I oame baok here to Greenhaven after 18 days. I got in last nig ht.  I  was 

given  my  orders early yesterday morning, and it read that I should r eport 

baok here immediately without delay en route. I took a shor t delay because 

I went home and visited Yuriko for six  hours I  I just can't resist staying 

away from that pretty girll She weloomed me enthusiastical ly, but was worried 

because I threatened to go AWOL and she wouldn't hear of such a thing. She 

doean't want me to get into any trouble in the remaining day s I have left 

in the Aray, and I naturally have to heed her wise words. We have such 

happy reunions. 

It wa* touching to see YUriko's new interest in domestic a ffairs. She 
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hat suoh an infeotioua enthusiasm for our new apartment a nd how it oan be 

fixed up* We oan hardly wait until I get out of the Army so that I oan 

start working on the  apartment •  Yuriko has taken an interest in knitting 

also, and she is now in the prooess of making me some wool sook s for 

Christmas* It made a lump oome from way down into  my  throat when lav that* 

Anyone who would knit me sooks must love me very muohl She has been so 

sweet to me* She said yesterday that she doesn't feel so keen about her 

tour this season beoause of the separation it will entail* H owever, I 

insisted that she should go on with her ambitions beoause s he would be un-

happy if she did not* Yuriko said that she wouldn*t even oar e if she had a 

ohild now, but that wouldn*t be too praotioal for the time be ing* Too bad 

that she had to get me beoause I don't seem to be able to  s  upport her like 

I should* Yuriko doesn't mind too muoh though beoause she wa nts me to 

follow through with  my  plans* She is so oonsiderate* 

The apartment does not have any steam heat and the weather i s getting 

oold now so I am a bit worried about Yuriko getting oolds* S he seems to 

have lost some weight reoently* We have an oil heater in the a partment, but 

it has to be oleaned out yet* Rhoda keeps on making disparag ing remarks 

about our plaoe, and I almost felt like telling her that she didn't have to 

live there* She is always reminding me about the inoonvenien oes every time 

I see her and I don't think that she is being very taotful* We like the 

plaoe* I told Rhoda that I was going to paint the toilet se ar red just to 

let her know that I have a vote in the plaoej I had to do it when  she tried 

to tell me how to go about painting* I oan see now that I wouldn' t get along 

too well with her* The trouble is that she has lived with Yuri ko too long 

and she still has not oaught the point that I am more than an in cidental 

visitor in the plaoe* Rhoda said that she definitely was goi ng to move in 

with Lamar as soon as she oould find a plaoe of her ovoi* She h asn't had 

muoh luok so far* I just don't know how things will work out i f she doesnt 
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move by the time I arrive permanently» Rhoda's show olosed an d it it in-

definite whether it will reopen under new management* It was rather 

pathetio when the talked about how the was going to turn anot her offer down 

beoause it didn*t pay enough* She oertainly leads an inde finite lifej the 

other night I was talking to her and she  sal  d that the thing she wanted 

most was to be married to Lamar* Her unole is ill in Detroi t and he wants 

her to oome and visit but Rhoda is unwilling to leave NT a t this time* Lamar 

is working in the postoffioe now and he plans to take some dra matic training 

in a school during the day under the 01 provisions* He just h asn't made muoh 

progress in getting into the theatrical world in the seven m onths he has been 

out here* In a way I oan understand his reluotanoe about ge tting married 

beoause he is more of a praotioal person than I am, but this sit uation 

oertainly doesn't leave Rhoda in a very seoure frame of  mind *  He just 

doesn't want to oommit himself I guess* Cutting Rhoda off from her dependency 

role upon Yuriko doesn't help her frame of mind any and her res entment of me 

is rather obvious although Yuriko doesn't seem to be too awa re of it* 

Yuriko is looking forward to going to Chioago with me, and sh e is 

already paoking her bags in order to leave at a moments notic e* I can't 

tell her when I will leave definitely beoause that is up t o the Army* She 

needs a nioe rest and it will be a good honeymoon too* It will be a grand 

feeling to to able to feel that I oan make  my  own plans without regard for 

the Army a fter this month* Being in the Army is too uncertai n* YUriko will 

be able to take a week off in Deoember so that I am quite anxi ous to be on 

terminal leave as soon as possible* I came back here about 8i 50 last night 

and the 1st* Sgt* said that I should have been sent to a separ ation center 

from Fort Hamilton* Ity orders will be sent in on the 16th, and I should be 

in the separation oenter by the 28th if there is no unneoessar y delays* This 

morning I found out that I would be sent to Fort Dix to be disch arged* Sinoe 
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my home address is listed as San Francisco, it is possibl e that I may oolleot 

quite a sum for transportation back there, I hope so* 

I didn*t do muoh work today as I still feel weak from walking a round. I 

Just took it easy in order to orient myself to this prison s etup slowly. The 

Major is here, but he doesn't seem to know muoh about what is going on. The 

offioe is very disorganised and I don't feel in the frame of  mind to jump into 

the thiok of things for the remaining days I have here. I m ight get stuok if 

I did beoause there is a move to hang on to the 268*s as essenti al. Major 

Sanford tried to talk me into applying for a commission as a psychiatric 

social worker as I have the qualifications, but I am not i nterested in a 

military career even though it would pay close to #300 a mo nth. This prison 

atmosphere is oertainly depressing. There isn't a thin g for enlisted men to 

do in the evenings so that most of the staff come baok to the off ioe after 

dinner to type letters and read. This evening, I am going to g o to a movie. 

November 15, 1946 

Darling Yurikos 

Last night I didn't sleep so well) I tossed and turned and I wa s sure 

that the bed had fleas. A lot of thoughts raced through  my  head as I 

mentally reviewed my first complete day in this place. It is n ot pleasant 

to be in prison, and that is the way all of us feel even though we are 

assigned here to work. A real sensitive person should never  be in a place 

like this beoause it would get him down. Even a stable person has a 

difficult time adjusting to this atmosphere. I'm oertainl y glad that I 

shall only be here for a oouple of weeks. I haven't found o ne EM yet who 

likes it here. Most of the men try to laugji it off with the muo h quoted 

password» "You can't beat it." There has been a high percent age of AJfCL's 

by the enlisted men in this place beoause of the rigid milita ry conditions. 

The administration feels that it is necessary to deal dra stically with 
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AWOL's in order to maintain discipline. It is also felt that n o laxity can 

be shown towards the inmates. The enlisted men, in return , take it out on 

the inmates, who get the worsb deal of all. 

It isn't the work so much which is depressing, but Just the co nditions. 

It isn't a nice feeling to wake up in the morning and look out at the tall, 

grim concrete walls with the sentries in the towers. All nigh t long the 

searchlights sweep the area to prevent escapes. There wa s one last night, 

but the inmate was caught trying to steal a oar. Inside the prison, every-

thing is so drab. In order to get to any part of the place, o ne has to pass 

through a lot of guarded iron gates. A lot of inmates are alw ays marching 

silently through the halls, and it is diffioult to realise t hat they are men 

too because they are foroed to act like automen. I went to a sh ow last night 

and the atmosphere was so unreal. The inmates marched qu ietly in, and then a 

lot of guards sat on high chairs to see that no distúrbanos was made. One of 

the severest punishments whioh can be given to the inmates is to deny them the 

privilege of seeing a movie. It is a form of escape from this d rab life for 

them and they get such a vicarious thrill out of it. saw "B lue Skies" and 

the inmates praotioally drooled when all the bathing beau ties flashed on the 

soreen. It was cruel in a way because the inmates have no ou tlets for sexual 

satisfaction in a normal way. They are in individual cells and a careful 

watch is made for any homosexual activities. Some of the m ore effiminate 

inmates are known as "girl friends." All the emotions seem t o be on suoh 

an elementary level. The one thing whioh is noticeable is t he democratic 

attitude of the inmates for one another. A white inmate was ac ting very 

friendly with a oolored inmate, and a guard remarkedi "Look a t that S.O.B. 

with his arms around a •nigger.*" There isn't any economic  competition in 

a prison so that inmates have more inducement to aot like hum an beings in 

this respeot. They have one thing in common— confinement —  and also a 

hatred of the guards and offioers over them. There are about 100 Hi's in 



/ 

Charles Kikuohi Diary  v  November 14, 1946 

this prison who have committed some military offense so t hat they were 

oourt martialed. They are the last of the PR's in this oountry as the rest 

were all sent baok to Germany. 

The relationship between inmates and enlisted men are rig idly outlined % 

and a violation results in a oourt martial. Most of these inm ates fought in 

the war and oommitted some military offense so that they ar e now looked upon 

as subhuman* It just doesn't make sense, and it oertainl y doesn't contribute 

to rehabilitation, and only makes the inmates bitter* The administration 

here has the idea that in order to maintain good morale, fra ternisation has 

to be striotly forbidden* An EM is not allowed to even say "h ollow" to an 

inmate* And "establishment of personal relationships wit h aoquaintanoes, 

wives« or other relatives of inmates is striotly prohibite d. This applies 

partioularly to EM dating wives or girl friends of inmates." 

There isn't muoh 1 oan say about the work here except that i t is 

similar to what we did at Hanoook. The only differenoe is tha t everything 

is disorganised and nobody seems to oare. The Board is oo mposed mostly of 

line offioers and they don't pay any attention to the soofe 1 background or 

emotional faotors in a case. All they are interested in is pu nishment* 

The War Department olearly outlines the procedures, but th e interpretation 

varies and the welfare of the inmate is negleoted in many inst ances* There 

are 1900 prisoners in this place, and very few of them will  get restored to 

duty sinoe they are under maximum security and considered  as the most 

dangerous offenders* I don't see any differenoe in these in mates from the 

ones we had at Hanoook* 

Well, darling, that gives a rough outline of what this plaoe i s like* 

I shall be out of here soon, and it won't be too quick. I don't t hink that 

1 oould stand it too long* It is too military* We have to »lute i n the 

hallways, we have silly- inspections, etc*, etc. The P and S s ection seems 

to have very little importance in this plaoe and the line off ioers regard 



Char 1«a Kikuohi Diary ^ November  16 ,  1946 

u« a« impractical and too sentimental. Major Sanford is not a strong 

•nough of an administrator so that he isn't helping the situa tion any by 

his laisses faire attitude* He is a very unhappy man and th e only reason 

v 

he remains in the Army is that he finds it a good refuge as he oannot solve 

his civilian personal problems» I shall be seeing you tomo rrow afternoon* 

This morning 1 am working on reclassification reports in or der to help 

olear up the backlog« Next week we go baok to the sooial histo ries« but 

the oontent is being out drastioally in order to catch up* 1 d on't know 

what they will do here when all of the men are discharged as there are no 

replacements  * 

I missed you so much last nigjht, and the last thought 1 had w as that 

it would have been nice if I could have been home* Want to know a secret? 

I love you — very much! I am counting the days until I get ou t of the Army* 

Darling, I think you are very beautiful* Now, I have to oo noentrate on  my 

job for a while, but 1 shall take five minutes out every hour o r so to 

think of you* I wish that I could phone you* It is so inoonveni ent to be 

isolated like thisi but, of course, it might have been wors e if I had been 

sent to Georgia* All my love and kisees* 
Charlie* 

November 16, 1946 

There isn*t too much to do in this offloe today as all of the 

civilians are off and they have all of the records looked up* A fter we 

finish some reclassification interviews we will just wait a round for the 

inspection and then we can take off* That should be around l OtOO* The 

Major and five of the staff are off on a three day pass so that  the offioe 

is rather deserted* Last night two of the inmates who were tr ustees 

esoaped so that the fire in our barracks were not tended and we almost 

frose* This place is located in the foothills of the Berks hire Mountains 
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and it gets very oold up here« I haven't found one enlisted na n who is 

happy with the setup here* Sherwood is so unhappy about th is assignment 

that he has applied to get his commission back« There is absolutely 

nothing looated here for the E3f so that evenings are dull« The CO, 

Captain Porter-Shirley is a stupid fool and very 01« Yeste rday he 

restricted nine men for three days just because they were in t he wrong 

room for the he^d oount« Things haven't been too bad for me as yet al-

though I find it very dull here« Last night I puttered around all evening 

fixing up my area for the inspection as this is rigid proce dure here and 

we might get our wrists slapped if there is any dust on the fl oor« The 

shoes have to be polished as bright as a mirror so that mos t of the 

fellows keep special shoes whioh are only put out for the in epeotion and 

never worn« We have a number of regular army men in the detac hment, but 

most of the P A S Personnel are selective service and th ey will be out of 

the Amy about the time I get separated« 

The P and S Department does not have too high a standing in thi s 

installation as far as I have been able to observe« It is th e same old 

storyi we are regarded as a bunch of old sentimentalladies « The line 

officers on the Clemency Board do not regard the opinions in the social 

histories very highly« This is largely the fault of the P and S Section« 

Up to the time that we arrived, very little social interview ing was done« 

They used our histories from Hanoook mostly« A big baokl og of reolassifioa-

tion oases developed and the inexperienoed staff was told  to write them up« 

They did a very poor job and it is little wonder that the Boa rd 

praotioally disregarded them« Now that our bunch is here, I don't know 

if things are any better. The Major's philosophy is that "eve rybody has 

troubles" so that he discourages good social history writ eups as he wants 

to sacrifice it for speed in order to catch up« This attitud e reflects 

his own insecurity and unhappiness« Coupled with the fact that most of 
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us are getting out of the service, it is no wonder that everyth ing continue* 

to be disorganized. But despite all of these limitations, the office is 

doing a imioh better Job than what has been done but not u p to the 

Hanoook standard. 

November 18, 1946 

Today my name goes in for separation orders* It will take a week or 

ten days for the orders to oome baok from Fort Jay. I will be s ent to 

Fort Dix to be discharged and it should be around the end of the month. 

Oh happy dayll Today I am working on reclassification oases —  without too 

muoh enthusiasm — and I hope that I won't be doing it much longer. I feel 

refreshed after a weekend at home. This prison has muoh m ore of a 

depressing atmosphere about it tin an Fort Hancock ever did. I guess Hancock 

rather spoiled me because it was such a nioe resort. 

Paul Shimshi and I hitched hiked down to New York City on Sat urday and 

we made excellent time. We went via the Tonic Super High way and it was 

beautiful going down the Hudson River Valley. As soon as I got away from 

the walls of the Greenhaven prison, my mental attitude bri ghtened. Two 

inmates escaped over the high walls Friday night so we saw a  lot of guards 

postfd along the highway on the way down. 

I got home a little before one and Ririko was just making h er final 

preparations to go to the wedding. Warren and Betty were get ting their 

nuptial pronouncements at the Riverside Church Chapel and t hey invited us 

to oome and watoh. We didn't know where the church was so Rir iko looked 

it up in the directory and she praotioally had us going to the R iverside 

Chapel (a funeral parlor). We got to the ohuroh first. Yurik o was dressed 

in the same blue outfit we had been married in (exoept for her f anoy $15 

belt) so we pretended that we were going to get married agai n. Warren and 

Betty arrived at the ohuroh before the best man and bridesm aid so that 

Betty took command of the situation and she had Wamg meekly ru nning around 



Charles Kikuohi Diary "V November 26,  1946 

like a ohioken with his head out off to find the bride's dr essing room« 

Kenny Murase was the best man and he arrived puffing to final ly assume his 

many duties of getting the groom to the alter. They were mar ried in a nioe 

little ohapel with organ musio* but the oeremony was very b rief« Yuriko 

and I didn't think that the wedding oeremony was nearly a s nioe as ours« 

When the minister was making his final pronouncements, I s lipped the ring 

on Yuriko and fell in love with her some more« Warren and Bet ty were 

extremely nervous, and their marriage kiss was rather co mical because it 

wasn't enthusiastic enough« After the wedding we all went ov er to Davis's 

apartment for the reoeption« There were about 20 people at the wedding, 

over half non-nisei« Most of them were Columbia U. graduat e students. 

There was a Mrs. Kikuohi with her daughter Chiyeko at the reo eption, no 

relation. Warren looked like he was a nervous wreck« They w§ nt to 

Washington for their honeymoon later in the afternoon« The reoeption was 

rather nioe as there was plenty to drink and eat« 

After the reception, Yuriko and I went home as she wanted to cook a 

special shrimp dinner for me« (She certainly does spoil me , the sweet 

thing}) We had planned to go to the movies in the evening, but finally 

decided just to sbay home and smoooh« It was nice« We got all t he Sunday 

papers« Rhoda is no longer working as her show closed so tha t she was home 

too« She has been looking for an apartment, but not with mu ch success. 

She still hasn't made up her mind whether to go to Detroit fo r Christmas or 

not beoause she can't bear to leave Lamar« He is working night s at the Post-

off ioe, but unhappy about the job beoause it bothers his s inus« He may take 

a job as a waiter during the time he is in sohool beoause th e tips are good. 

Lamar said that it  t  ook a minimum of $36.00 to live for a week and that he 

had out expenses to the bone. It takes a fortune to live in NYC and that 

really does bother me now. Yuriko senses that this probl em is uppermost in 

ray  mind now that I will be out in civilian life soon, but she tr ies to make 
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ma forget it by oyarpowaring me with har love. It makes ma f aal better, but 

I hata to have har apand any of har monay on ma. Sha vary taotf ully offers 

to taka ma to a movie on har beoause sha knows that I didn't ga t paid this 

month, Sha is suoh an adjustable parson that I don't fear t hat she will be 

unhappy if our budget is a bit smaller than what she has been used to in the 

past* I want to give her so many things but I haven't been abl e to do any-

thing for her. I guess having monay isn't everything beoau se we oertaitly 

do have a lot of happiness without too muoh of it* I just do n't want her to 

eve* think that I am failing her, but then we did go over al l of that before 

we got married. It gripes ma whan Rhoda makas belittling r emarks about our 

apartment as if we are "lower class" people for living in th e " s l u m s I t 

is home to us and we like it very muoh and all of our other frie nds praise it 

highly. Rhoda expeots to get a penthouse or something the way she talks, and 

if she keeps up with this attitude she is never going to fi nd a plaoe. I 

have been very patient with her, but I don't like it when she imposes on 

Yuriko so muoh. In many ways, Rhoda is very immature and she  hasn't faoed 

reality yet. She is a very nioe person, but my estimate of her has ohanged 

sinoe I disoovered that she is fundamentally a snob with som e weaknesses of 

oharaoter. Yuriko was aware of this a long time ago and that' s why she 

oontinued to enoourage Rhoda along. Rhoda just wants to get m arried, and 

that seems to be the answer to her problems beouase she oer tainly will never 

find any happiness in the uncertainty of show business as h er heart is really 

not in it. Ethel seems to be muoh more of a stable individ ual. She was 

ovar yesterday to do some sawing. She has a better develo ped personality, 

warmer disposition, ability to projeot out of herself, u nselfishness. She 

gayly offers to help us wash the walls and help, whereas I woul d feel that 

it would be an imposition upon Rhoda and would never think of p roposing any-

thing like that to her. We haven't started our houseoleanin g yet beoause we 

are waiting until I get out of the Army. Yuriko doesn't min d living under 
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suoh unsettled conditions until I oome and she never onoe h as complained 

about anything. She «ays that I'm going to have to get used t o her 

"possessive lore" beoause her feelings are so strong. 

We had a nioe quiet Sunday all to ourselves* Alioe Ono oame i n the 

afternoon to r etura Turiko*s sewing machine* She is a mil liner with 

Elisabeth Arden or somebody like that* Alioe is a rather qu iet girl, very 

friendly though* Yuriko worked with her when she first oame out to NYC three 

years ago* We finally got the oil stove in operation so now I won't have to 

worry so muoh about YUrIko getting oold* She has a very heav y teaching 

sohedule next week so that she isn't home too muoh* She lost a filling 

ohewing some oreamy oandy so that she will have to go to a de ntist on Monday* 

YUrIko is suoh a busy person, always doing something* He r energy is my 

depair beoause I would like to see her gain a bit more weight* Maybe she 

will add a few pounds when we go to Chioago beoause I shall in sist upon her 

taking it easy* She oertainly is a nioe junior partner in t h e Kikuohi firm 

and it makes my life so interesting to devote it to her happ iness! We went 

to a Swedish movie yesterday afternoon and it stunk, "Appas sionata*" Yuriko 

knows the manager at the 5th Ave* Playhouse so he asked for an opinion of the 

film* I didn't know that he owned the film so when he asked me I t old himi 

"I thought it stunk, but the musio was good* I'd advise you t o save your 

money and go see a oonoert if you want to listen to good mus io** After the 

show we went baok home and YUriko oooked some delioious spag hetti* After-

wards, it took us about two hours for me to say goodbye to her for a week* 

It was so hard leaving her and I hated to drag myself away. Su oh a terrifio 

feeling I have for her. I'm so luoky. We have been married for two months 

and four days now and I am still up in the olouds around her. I don't think 

we will ever need an extrq. bedroom for her to go into when we f ight beoause 

we never yet have had an argument and I doubt if we ever w ill have any serious 

disagreements* Yuriko now says that she wouldn't mind if we had a child, but 
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we both realise that it is economically impractical yet. 

Example of "rehabilitation" work in this installation» 

Inmate Fisher, oolored, here on a six year sentence for iWOL , was in 

the hospital. A night nurse reported that inmate left h is ward and came 

into the operating room and "I looked up and saw him standing a pproximately 

six feet from my chair. He only had pajama bottoms on and his p rivate parts 

were exposed." I Jumped up and ran out of the room and inmate Fi sher turned 

andmn baok into the ward." For this great orime. Fisher was oonvioted of 

off limits, indeoent exposure, suspeoted attempt to rape and he was put 14 

days in solitary confinement and had 440 days of good time for feited. That 

nurse should have felt honored that she oaused a man to hav e an ereotion 

insteadion of adding years to his sentence. 

Another inmate was sent to Mason last week for psyohiatrio o bservation. 

He was only 22 years old and had broken down in combat a nd gone iWOL, for 

whioh he received a long sentenoe. Sunday, the boy commit ted suioide in 

his cell. The stupid Aray court martial system was to blame. The boy 

should have been in the hospital from the beginning instead of spending 

20 months in confinement first. It is siokening to read these oases ooming 

through the offioe. The sorry part of the whole thing is tha t the Boards 

here do not do muoh for the inaaites. One boy ate a feces "sand wich" and he 

was put in confinement instead of being sent to Mason. That r epresents 

military "Justice." How in the hell can an Army led by such rigid minded 

officers who go by the rules of the book without considerat ion for the 

individual ever hope to spread Democracy in Birope. 

November 18, 1946 

Darling One! 

It was so difficult for me to tear myself away from you last night; 

I felt sad. Just think, it will be one whole week before I se e your 
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beautiful faoe again. I was reported in for separation this morning, and I 

should be sent to Fort Dix by the end of this month at the lates t. Usually 

it takes about ten days for the orders to oome baok, but some times it gets 

delayed. Mine may be delayed because of the Thanksgiving hol idays next week 

If I am real luoky  my  orders may get here by next Monday and I would be sent 

out of here by Wednesday. Tn any event, it won't be long now,  my  dearest, 

and I shall soon bo home so that I oan keep you warm every night . You were 

so sweet to me this past weekend. Darling, you are a very goo d oook and I 

•njoyed 

my meals so muoh beoause it was flavored with your loveJ I have n't 

had muoh of an appetite up here beoause the atmosphere is so depressing. It 

just burns me up when I 

see these hundreds of men rotting here under suoh a 

rotten system. There isn't any rehabilitation program here that I oan see 

and the guards are very inoompetant. It seems that mos t of the money is put 

into building strong walls and barred windows instead of trying to really 

reform the inmates. Ninety per oent or more of the inmates ar e not oriminal 

types and it will only make them more bitter towards sooiet y to look them up 

like this. It seems to me that a better system oan be devised  to help these 

offenders and still proteot sooiety. In our messhall it is p athetic to see 

how hungry the inmate workers are to talk to a person who has been outside 

of the walls over the weekend. It is against the regulation s to talk to the 
> 

inmates, but the medios seem to disregard it. The boy who used to be  my 

secretary at Fort Hanoook is now working as a typist in the Administration 

Building. 

I anjoyed  my  weekend with you so muoh. I guess it is beoause I have a 

terrifio attachment for you. It will be so much fun when I am able to sbep 

late in the morning and not have to think about going baok to a d umb Army 

Post. I'll get used to sleeping late in the morning darling, b eoause I 

shall take it 

easy for a few weeks in order to get the bad taste of the 

military out of my system. I hope that  my  work habits have not been impaired 
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too muoh* I think that you might start figuring out the oolor patterns for 

our love nest so that I oan start painting as soon as we get back from Chicago* 

If any letters oome for me from the University of California  or Chicago, 

hold them for me until I oome this weekend. I will have to r enew my  efforts 

about getting into sohool in the spring as soon as I get my records. I don't 

know yet what I will do if I oan*t get admitted, but I will oross that stream 

when I oome to it. It will take me at least a month to do the n eoessary work 

around the apartment, and after that I will try for any kind o f a job if I 

oan make more than the $20 a week unemployment oheok for GI 's* I think there 

will be plenty of jobs of that sort, and I'll be able to use my army olothes 

up toot We shall see. You will be disappointed in me if I get to o lazy. Of 

oourse, it will only be three months before sohool starts and that is the 

main thing I am counting on* If I find out for sure that I will  get into 

the March class, I may just stay on the 52-20 Club and do a b it of studying 

as it has been a long time sinoe I last took olasses and I shou ld get myself 

used to it. There won't be much for me to do when you go on t he tour though, 

so I will need time to write you letters and think of you* Maybe I could 

even go to Philadelphia and see you perform! Darling, you ma de a lump oome 

to my throat when you said that you would send me the money f rom your tour 

to put into the bank for us* Don't worry, after I get out of soh ool I will 

be able to support you like you should be. I'm sure that we will be able to 

manage on the allotment and part of your income, and we wil l have a lot of 

fun in the prooess. We have about $1000*00 in cash already an d that's a 

lot more than many couples have* Will you find out sometime a bout how we 

oan go  a bout  getting the war bonds in your name also* We should put them 

in a safe place while we are in Chicago* Even if I don't get the allowance 

to go to California from the Army, you oan pay for your trans portation out 

of our bank account* I have already written to Bette tellin g her that we 
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were ooming. I am getting a bit anxious about it, and I wish t hat my 

orders for separation would hurry up and oome as 1 have absol utely no 

interest in this place. It is so oold up here. If it ever snows, it will 

be on the ground until spring* I need you to keep me warn. Pl ease dress 

warmly darling and try not to oatoh any colds. I don't want you to go out 

to Chioago and get ill. I want you to be in the best health and ra diant 

with beauty so that I oan proudly show you off to all my relat ives  I  I 

shall wear  my  tweed suit, now in mothballs, and take  my  one white shirt 

away from brother Tom and esoort you around like a man abou t town. I hope 

that you will not be too shooked when you see me in oivilian cl othes. Do 

you think that you married me beoause of  my  uniform? I would hate to wear 

Arxqy OD's for the next sixty years! Darling, are you going t o take your 

blue suit to Chioago —> the one you were married in? I hope t hat you won't 

out your hair until after you oome baok. Don't forget to get your tooth 

filling replaoed and to see the dootor this week. Do you thi nk that I '«ill 

have to wear pajamas when we go to Chioago? Ooops, the M ajor is ooming so 

I have to get baok to work as lunohtime is over. All my love , 

Charlies 

November 19, 1946 

Gradually I am getting used to the routine of this plaoe. O r̂ office 

work is very, very routine and not too difficult. We are do ing reolassifioa* 

tion processing ~ about five oases a day each and it-takes e ffort to 

stretch It cut all day. We get about 56 oases a day out so tha t we are 

rapidly cutting down the large backlog. I think that I will b e doing this 

most of the time until we leave here. The oase folders are in a very messed 

up condition, and half of our time is spent in trying to get  things 

straightened out. We have about seven oase workers. There is n't any use 

in doing more oases each day sinoe the typists cannot keep up with us. 
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There are fire oivilian girl« in our offioe. I get indigestio n when I read 

•one of the reoords. The court« martial system ia in need of drastio over-

hauling and it should be taken out of military hands becau se the officers 

who prosecute the oases — often — too often — do not have any le gal back-

ground and there are too many miscarriages of Justioe. 

Last night I went to the library and browsed around for se veral hours. 

I got out a couple of books to read in the evenings. Also saw a f ree movie 

in the library annex. It is too cold to go to our barraoks unti l it is time 

to go to bed so we have to amuse ourselves in other ways. The y used to have 

inmates tend the fires, but too many of them jumpted on t he freightoars pass-

ing by and made their esoape. The weather up here is very sever e and I 

understand that the winters are extremely cold. We are way up in the mountain 

country and I think that it is about 20 degrees oolder up he re than in NYC. 

The sun shines alright, but it doesn't keep us from feelin g the oold right 

to our bones. I will have to put on the heavy winter unde rwsar one of th^se 

days even though it itches like hell. 

We have a lot of regular army men in our detachment and I would h ate to 

lead the sort of life they have. Some of them have been in the se rvice for 

over ten years. All they do is go to town and get drunk and piok up women, 

come back here to get envied while they brag about their sex ual exploits. 

Pew of them are married. Maybe that's why they find seouri ty in the Army. 

I know that I wouldn't be able to stand it for years. They alway s remrk, 

"Well, look at the pension we will get when we retire. You oan 't beat that 

in oivilian life." The thing which they conveniently forg et is the 20 years 

of their lives in a military setting which they give. As far as I am 

oonverncd, the cost is too high. The regular Army boys have  a olique and 

they are the elite so newcomers like me pull the details. Tha t's why I am 

on OQ this Friday night. I should be on the end of the list. It  will be 

only onoe so I guess I can stand it. I'm getting my mind i mnuned to this 

plaoe so that I can stand it until my orders come in. 
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This morning, I was supposed to interview a German FW here,  but I let 

Fleishman take the oase instead while I sat in beoause the M ajor wanted to 

give him experience in oase work* The German boy, Frano, was fairly 

intelligent, and he spoke Ehglish passably although ther e were some things 

in whioh he had difficulty in expressing himself* His mothe r remarried an 

Argentine exporter in 1955 and she has been living in that o ountry since 

1959* Frano lived with his grandparents and got to the ooll ege level before 

he was drafted into the German Army in 1945* He was not permit ted to leave 

the oountry despite his mother's efforts* Frano saw ten d ays of oombat in 

Franoe and was captured by the Canadians, sent to Ehgland, an d then transferred 

to the U.S* He was in a FIT Camp in La* and he worked cutting s ugar oane* 

Said that he lost SO pounds beoause of the heavy work* In e arly 1946 he was 

sent to Fort Jacks on. So* Carolina and leased out to out lumbe r* Two men 

were supposed to out 2-J oords a day. Frano found that he was physioally 

unable to do this heavy work so refused a direot order by a C aptain* He 

was confined for SO days, and then sent baok to work but he ref used again 

so he was oourt martialed* He is now serving a five year sen tence* His 

mother has been trying to get him sent to Buenois Aires wh ere she is living 

on the income left from her husband's estate* Frano is lea rning Spanish on 

his own here as he never expects to return to Germany, as he does not like 

the "confining" conditions of that oountry* He is rather i ntelligent, but 

was not politically conscious* Felt that he had to fight* The re just isn't 

any sense in keeping him looked up for five years beoause of the offense of 

disobeying an Amerioan offioer's orders* 

But irtien Fleishman was writing up the oase, I was astounded that he 

took a very vioioua attitude towards the German boy and s aid "that bastard 

should be looked up for ten years*" To my great surprise, th ree of the 

other oase workers in our offioe vehemently agreed* We began a discussion, 

and Bryon and I maintained that the German PPT's should b e regarded as human 
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beings like the other inmates and that it was not up to us to i njeot our 

personal feelings and re-try a oase. Spiers, Fleishman, Le nowsky were very 

emotional about the matter, and they stated that any Nasi wa s not worth 

saying and that they should all be killed. They advooated t hat Germany be 

eliminated from the Universe. Their emotional response wa s very intense, 

and it oame out that they were biased against the PIPs here beoause of the 

Jewish persecution in Germany. They actually blamed the FfM s for what 

happened in Germany. Spiers was angry beoause one of the FW «s told him that 

the Jews started the war. It all oame out that their stron g sensitivity was 

at the basis of their feelings and a strong "revenge" motivat ion oame out. 

It is too bad that they feel this way beoause this offioe sho uld be as 

objective as possible and not make any racial issues out  of the Interview of 

individuals. War itself is at the roots of all this hatre d. If we could only 

look at everyone as human beings Instead of sterotyped figu res we would make 

more progress towards peaoe. These PW*s here don*t have mu ch sympathy wasted 

on them. It is just as wrong for an interviewer to allow bia sed feelings 

towards Negroes to interfere in evaluating a oase as it is t o regard all 

German Hi's as the oause of this war. If our offioe here is not able to be 

objective, then it is a pity beoause we would be failing in o ur responsibilities. 

I talked to Fleishman all morning in order to explain thes e things to him 

so now he doesn*t feel so bitter towards the FW»s he and I In terviewed, despite 

the fact that some of his relatives in Germany were stoned b y the Storm 

Troopers. 

November 25, 1946 

A leisurely weekend at home and the arrival of  my  orders today starts 

the week off in a proper manner for me. Uy orders read that I clear the 

post here on Wednesday and I have to report to Fort Dix o n Thursday, 

(Thanksgiving) I guess 1*11 have something to be thankful a bout. Processing 
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for separation takes from two to three days after one gets on the roster 

down there* If business is not too brisk down there, I should be out of 

the Army by Sunday (I hope). Yuriko and I plan to take the fir st train 

out to Chioago after my liberation if wo can find transportat ion* The ooal 
a 

miners strike has ourtailed a lot of activities and it may b e/diffloult 

matter to get a train seat* Yuriko has everything prepared f or the trip 

so that she oan leave at a moment's notioe* She even had a pe rmanent wave 

— out off a oouple of inohes of her beautiful hair too* It will b e a 

momentous oooasion for me to have the double satisfaction o f getting out 

of the restrictive military service and proudly showing Yuriko around to 

assorted relatives and friends in Chicago* It certainly will be nioe to 

get back to oivilian life — with all it's assorted problems*  As Yuriko 

says* "We have been lucky in having things work out for us so f ar* We only 

have one real problem (Rhoda and the housing situation)*" I think that we 

shall be very happy and get along nicely when I am able to be with Yuriko 

every night! She was so tender with me this weekend, -- suoh a terrific 

love we have! 

Yuriko soared me for a moment when she seriously told me t hat she had 

something to tell me about her medical examination last wee k* She said that 

the doctor advised her to have a child within the next year  if she planned 

to have any at all because it would be difficult for her to o arry a child 

after that because of her physical struoture* She kept ask ing me, "are you 

disappointed?" As far as I am concerned, Yuriko is my first  thought and I 

wouldn't think of putting her to any suffering* Yuriko does want a child 

intensely in time and she said that when the time came sh e would have one* 

I don't feel crushed or anything, because her happiness is my main considera-

tion, and I don't have the masculine urge to oarry on my nam e as if it were 

the main purpose of existence* We oan always adopt a child w hen we get if 
economically settled/it i» diffioult for Ririko to have one of her own* I 
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don't want her to suffer, or take any ohanoes in that direot ion. But I don't 

know a woman's mind and sometimes they get their minds set and  they don't oare 

what they have to go through as long as they bring a Creation  into the world. 

YUriko and I deolded that we would take our ohanoes later o n, and her dootor 

might be wrong. Yuriko leads such a strenuous life and she is small so that 

motherhood would be more diffioult for her. 

We spent the whole weekend at home beoause we Just felt la zy and didn't 

feel like going anyplace. I only had 75 oents anyway, but I w as going to 

borrow some from Ethel to go to a show, but Yuriko had a slight sniffle and 

decided that it would be better for her to rest instead of fur ther exposing 

herself. We seem to be very satisfied with each other's c ompany, and somehow 

the hours speed by so  rapidly.  Our apartment is a bit oold even with the oil 

heater, but we still like our home. Rhoda's and Lamar's co nstant complaints 

annoy me even though I recognize that it is psychological in nature. They are 

always complaining about how oold it is as if it is our fau lt for forcing them 

to live here. (Lamar is a semi-permanent guest) It would ma ke us very happy 

if they moved out, but Rhoda has not made much progress in  finding her own 

place. I don't know just how the situation is going to be ha ndled when I 

come to live there, because I know it will not work out. Rho da has a certain 

bossy disposition, and I am afraid it would come in conflict with njy temperment 

beoause I don't feel that I have to assume a status of a gues t in my own place. 

Newly married couples should be left alone to work out the ir initial adjust-

ments to eaoh other, and Rhoda should recognize that and do s omething definite 

instead of being so ohoosy in finding a place in this presen t muddled up 

housing situation. She isn't working regularly now, just do ing some part time 

work with a book company and auditioning. I think that Yuriko is partly 

supporting her again although she won't tell me. Rhoda sho uldn't impose that 

way on YUriko, who is so tender hearted that she "just couldn 't let her starve 

if I have something, oould IT" It is a very diffioult situat ion and Rhoda 
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will not oast off her dependency role as long as she lives wit h us, Lamar 

has made no move for marriage as he doesn't believe in the ins titution! 

"I don't trust nobody" He is too wound up in his own problems . Beoause 

of his present insecurity, he tends to be a bit argumentati ve and exhibits 

some persecutianist attitudes. He was telling us about his  suspioions of 

his landlady yesterday, Rhoda never gets along with landlo rds either, I 

think that the two of them could profit if they would only learn that it 

takes the same amount of effort to get along with people ins tead of fighting 

them all the time, and the results are muoh more satisfac tory. It irritates 

me when they Impose on Yuriko so muoh, and act so righteous a bout it — as 

if they are doing her a big favor, Rhoda is always planning t o do things, 

but there is a tendency on her part never to advance beyond the talking stage. 

She is going to bake a oake, she is going to knit, she is going t o do this 

and that — but rarely have I ever soen her fulfill her obje ctives. It is 

wound up with her eoonomio and personal insecurity. Both of them are nice 

persons, but they have different teraperments so that fr iotion would result 

if we lived with them too long. Yuriko used to play along be fore she was 

married, but now the situation is changed and she no longer sp end her time 

and money "mothering" Rhoda and the bird is unwilling to spre ad its wings 

and leave the cosy nest. Rhoda is obligated to Yuriko to the e xtent of over 

$500 now, and she never gets far enough ahead to repay any pa rt of it beoause 

she is so frequently unemployed, I know how this affair oou ld end: Rhoda 

might get angry and feel that she had been betrayed when  it is her own fault 

that this situation has developed in the first plaoe. Yuriko  is extremely 

loyal to her friends and she rarely tells me about these thing s it is 

just what I have observed on my own, perhaps mistakenly. (Ma ybe I just try 

to oonvinoe myself and paint Rhoda a bit blacker beoause s he subconsciously 

annoys me by not moving out and referring to my offioe as the "storage room" 
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and not allowing me to fix things the nay 1 want to« I fixed a box outside 

of the window to put things in as I didn't think it was neoessa ry to keep 

on getting ioe when it was freesing outside, but Rhoda pro bably felt this 

was a blow at her standard of living and she opposed my every m ove on the 

basis that it was impraotioal v and it was too oold to open the window, too 

dusty, windows stuok, eto. Eirery innovation I think of is silently opposed. 

Rhoda no doubt feels that she is being pushed out by me a nd therefore she 

fights against it in devious ways. Yuriko has lived with her so long that 

she doesn't notioe these little things although she has be en muoh more aware 

of it in reoent weeks. We don't nant an open break whioh would be nasty so 

we tolerate a lot of things, but sometimes I think that a s howdown would be 

the best solution. Maybe Rhoda will move by the time we get ba ok from Chioago. 

She wants a plaoe of her own, but she resents being pushed out  by me. We are 

anxious to be alone not beoause we dislike her, but beoause o ur married life 

is intimate and personal and the relationship between Yur iko and Rhoda has 

ohanged and the latter does not have the proper awareness of  it yet. If we 

are patient, the problem may solve itself..I only hope that Rhoda doesn't try 

to tell me how to paint the apartment and arrange things. Only  Yuriko has 

the right to do that. It is unfortunate that the housing pro blem has oaused 

us to have an "unwanted guest.* It must be similar to the problem of oouples 

living with inlaws!i] 

Sunday we just loafed around and "smooohed" and aoted gay an d silly. 

But both of our minds were silently thinking of the 9>00 P M parting time. I 

am flattered that Yuriko misses me so muoh, suoh affection ate oare she gives 

me when I am home. She spoils me too. It is exhllirating to hav e suoh a 

happy mutual love, makes life bright and oolorful. We had "little talks" 

on our future all day long — between kisses, that is. Yuriko oooked some 

deliolous meals. She oaters to my food tastes, and I suspec t that R and L 
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rasantad it somewhat beoause thay wouldn't eat any rioa wi th tha pot roast 

Sunday night, although they have eaten it before* L* is very  finicky about 

his food and ha dislikes so many things* R* wants to oater to his tastes, 

whioh was the way it was before T and I got married| but the situation is 

now reversed so some resentments result* I bet that R* an d L* have some 

terrifio talks about us when they retire to their room, be oause we are not 

guiltless of this little pastime  ourselves I  It is not the individuals to 

blame — just situational* Later on we will laugh at the whole t hing, but 
a 

right now it is/very delioate problem for us* If Yuriko a nd I were more 

aggressive and "tough," we would foroe an issue and not feel badly about 

it, but we don't want any nastiness so we just go along hop ing that an 

automat io  solution will come eventually — I think that my patienoe will 

reaoh its climax before Yuriko's* 

Today I spent most of my time training one of the new enli sted men 

assigned as replaoement in this offioe* He has never done any sooial work 

before, just a young 20 year old boy* I let him take the after noon off 

to straighten out his personal business beoause he just a rrived last night* 

In a oouple of weeks there won't be any staff here* Our P and S Section 

has to appear before Captain Porter-Shirley this afternoon  beoause there 

is an investigation being made about one of the inmates gett ing hold of 

his records* The lead did not come from us, but one of the in mate typists 

in another seotion, but the P and S are not well liked around here so they 

are trying to pin it on us* 

November 26, 1946 

8i00 AM 

Darling Yuriko» 

This will be my last official day of work in this enolosure,  and I 

doubt if I will be very productive* Uy main job right now is to train 

one of the new interviewers who oame in yesterday — a nioe boy with 
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three years of oollege but no experienoe in this type of job* He is an 

eager beaver and he asks so many questions beoause he is anxio us to learn 

the work so I am foroed to devote a lot of time to him* It is d iffioult 

to do this, I must admit, beoause my mind wanders to olvillan life« What 

a happy day that will be! Darling, it is a wonderful sensa tion« It is a 

better feeling 

even than leaving the WRA oamp for Chioago baok in 1943« 

At that tin«, I was a bit worried about how I would make out an d my 

responsibilities almost made me hesitant« Now, I have no d oubts about the 

future and I want to burst out of this military life as soon a s possible« 

Having you makes all of the differenoe in the world beoaus e you represent 

seourity, oomfort and love« I oould go through anything for t hat, I guess« 

Usually when a person leaves his work and ffiends after man y months of 

olose association, there is a slight feeling of regret« Bu t I don't have 

any of this attitude« It deean't mean that I didn't get alon g with  ray  co-

workers «  The differenoe lies in the faot that the whole staff will be 

breaking up within the next few  weeks«• «everyone  has the exodus fever« I 

hope you don't mind if I Invited some of them to oome and vi sit me after 

they get disoharged, and after we oome baok from Chioago« M ost of the 

fellows live in the NYC area and they all plan to go baok to so hool« My 

Russophile friend, Manny Yribar, said that he would oome ove r and drink 

Vodka with me while we disouss the people's movement« He isn 't a Communist, 

but an intensely politically minded individual with very liberal attitudes 

which seem to ooinoide with mine« The only differenoe is th at he is much 

more serious about his views and he doesn't like me to joke ab out it so 

nuoh« I do that beoause I find that it is more effective on t he conservative 

members of the staff as they will never aooept anything wh ioh is pounded 

into them by foroe« Manny was in our staff at Hanoak, but I di dn't know 

him too well beoause he was a typist and a member of the guard co mpany« I 

think that I did mention him onoe as the boy who read Plat o while the rest 
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of the bunoh played poker. Anyway, Manny has an interestin g background whioh 

would partly explain his liberal thinking. He was born in th is country but 

at a young age he was taken to Spain. He is a Basque. He was in Sp ain 

during the Civil Wars and his sympathies were with the ant i-Franc ox forces. 

This was the beginning of his politioal education. He beoam e interested in 

what was going on in EUrope and beoame oonvinoed that Russi a was one of the 

hopes of the world instead of an evil. When he came back  to this  country 

in 1989 he did some work for the unions and went to sohool. He is a young 

fellow, and now he is in oonfliot about whether to go baok to work or to 

oomplete his oollege education. 

Danny Drisooll is the conservative one we both work on. He is o f Irish 

descent, very devout Catholio, fearful of Communism, only 20 years old, 

extremely bright* He is one of the boys I helped to train as in terviewer 

from his typist job and he has consistently done a good job. Danny oomes 

from an upper middle class family» his father is anexeoutiv e in an advertising 

agency (a member of the National Association of Manufactur ers)• Danny gets 

a lot of his conservative politioal ideas from his father. H e is inolined 

to be anti-labor, anti-New Deal, anti-PM. He is afraid of " radioal 1* ideas. 

His conservatism stems from his father's influence, but it  oomes in oonfliot 

with his social ideas. During his experienoe with the inma tes, he beoame 

much more oonsoious of "people* so that he now believes that  sooial legisla-

tion is not exaotlya communistic plot» This is what Manny a nd I work on. 

Danny has quickly forgotten that his own grandfather oame t o the U.S. as 

an Irish Coolie laborer and was exploited by the railroads . He believes 

that every man oan pull himself up by his own bootstraps a nd a man who oan't 

get a job is a bum. Danny is young yet and his mind is still recep tive to 

new thoughts so that there is hope for him» a lot of it. He is g oing to 

OHIO State University after his discharge. We plan to ge t together one of 

these days to drink beer and talk about the "good old Hanoo ok days." 
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(Just like Nisei talking about "oamp days"I) 

Lenowsky is another of the politioal conservatives of our o ffioe* He 

also oomes from a well off family» Is 20 years old* He was a lways 

sheltered by his mother, and it was the first time he was awa y from her 

oare when he oame into the Army a year ago* His sister is a p rofessional 

danoer* He has oertain effeminate oharaoteristios and the b oys used to 

make fun of him* Howard is bright but very nervous* He is go ing to a 

fashion sohool after his disoharge to learn designing* Ve ry interested 

in the oultural arts* He is inolined to be extremely sensi tive, especially 

about his raoe and religion* Tends to project some of his f eelings and 

thinks that people are anti-semitio if they even doubt his religion* He 

believes in a Jewish national state as the solution for ant i-semitism* 

But in his oooial thinking, he is a bit oonfused* Thinks that Lewis of 

the Miners Union is a traitor for calling the strike now going on. I 

guess I'll have to drink milk with him when he oomes over. He blushes 

when a girl talks to him. 

Jim Carrol is one of the fellows I met here* He is older, 55, but a 

nioe guy* He never did social work before, but has done som e interviewing* 

A happy go*luoky sort of fellow* Drinks a lot* He is known as the Don 

Juan of the offioe and all the girl typists in the offloe fa ll for him* 

He kisses the girls goodbye in his official capacity as "goo dbye artist 

of P and S." Jim's first wife died when a ohild was born , and he has three 

ohildren by his seoond wife* He was never able to support th em so he 

joined the Navy in 1939* He was also in the Marines* In the A rmy he was 

stationed in Hawaii for two years* At present he is paying o ut money for 

an abortion for a Jewish girl whom he got pregnant while odm ing up from 

So* Carolina to Philadelphia in a pullman railroad oar* Ji m is interested 

in finger printing and thinks that he will take it up serio usly in order 

to work into the lntelligenoe seotion of the Army in the ev ent that he 
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makes the service his career. Jlax is a South Carolinian a nd has the 

Southernner*s attitude towards Negroes* He is patronisin g towards them and 

wants them to "keep their place." However, he is very frien dly with the 

Negroe inmates here and they seem to like him very much* The re is nothing 

visoious about Jim as he just naturally likes people* H owever, he indioated 

that he has some anti-semitio thoughts the other night when he visited me 

in the dispensary while I was on OQ* He mentioned something about Spiers 

being the grasping type of Jew, and how Jews were becoming d ominant In our 

Government* He gets along well with the Jewish boys in our offioe though* 

His attitudes have changed a lot since he came into this of fioe» Manny says* 

Jim was the one who asked me all the questions about the Nise i, and his 

conclusion was, "Jesus Christ, your** just like me, only a hell of a lot 

smarter* I always thought that the Japanese out on the Coas t were a bunch 

of dirty spies» and I didn't realise that so many of them were b o m here and 

just as American as me*" 

Eric Carnel is another older fellow whom I met in this office * He lives 

in Chicago and plans to go to the University of Chicago Socia l Work School 

after he gets out of the Army* He is a liberal, but skeptica l about 

demooraoy* Believes that neither demooraoy or communism i s good for the 

masses* Believes that the basic  Y?crld issue is Capital versus Labor*  n If 

that is true, then I'd rather see labor in charge of Governm ent because we 

alretdy know what a mess Capital has made of things since the 18th* Century* 

It doesn't matter what political system it is labeled as*" Erie gets quite 

incensed over the treatment of the inmates here and my thi nking is entirely 

in aooord with him on this* 
a 

Sherwood is still waiting for his commission* I guess he is  the only 

one you know of this bunoh* He is a U* of Michigan graduate , afraid of 

civilian life so he is going to make the Army his oareer* He has a strict 

religious baokground and was taught to turn "the other chee k" when taken 
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advantage of ao he ia not too aggreaaive. I've lnvited him to  apend aome 

waekend with ua when he oomea to NYC. Uaually when one leavea the aervioe, 

it aeema that it ia the end df oloae friendahipa beoauae eve ryone goea hla 

own way and there are not ao many thinga in oommon. I*ve en joyed  my  oontaota 

with the bunoh, but I»m prepared to make a new atart and lt won »t make me 

feel loat. It'a not a new atory with me beoauae I*ve moved ar ound ao muoh 

up to now. The big differenoe thia tlme ia that I have youl 

I miaa you very muoh darling, and I think about you at night wh ile 

tossing reatleaely about in  ny  upper bunk. Alabama, our fireman, ia a 

fanatio about hia Job aa well aa hia religion and he builda a ro aring fire 

in the atove whether it ia hot or oold. We almoat roaated la at night, I 

think that I oan atand it for one more night though. It ia d iffioult to be 

juat waiting, waiting, waiting. I tried to oooupy myaelf by reading. I 

read a whole book yeaterday, "Dollar Cotten" by John Paull mer. Reading 

"Pal Joey" by John 0»Hara today. The girl  ftrom  Nebraska left our staff 

today to go home. She was a typist, very oute. All the bo ys feil for her 

and ohipped in to buy her a goodbye orohid. She said that if a ny of us ever 

went out to Linooln we would be welcome to her home. She ls the one who 

gave me a ride to NYC last Saturday. It is nioe to have girla working in 

our offioel But, I would rather liav« you any dayl ?o»*orrow, I olear the 

poat here, and Thuraday I go to Fort Dix by noon. I may be able to apend 

Wedneaday night with you. Won*t that be nioel 
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IOiOO AM) 

I am all oleared from this post and waiting for any transpo rtation to 

go to Dix. It is a bit complicated because there are so many papers to be 

signed and nobody oan be found. I plan to stay in the oity ov er night. One 

of the Corporals going down with us wants to go direotly to Dix so that I 

have to get his tioket for him sinoe it is all made out in  my  name. Clear-

ing the post is a silly business as we Just walk all around and get initials 

on a pieoe of paper. Even if we owed any mon^y, it wouldn't make any 

difference sinoe they do not look up aooounts anyway. I feel very tired 

already. Prom now on until we get out, we will Just have to wai t around. I 

oertainly will be glad when it is all over. Right now I am ju st reading the 

papers and looking at the want ads in order to get an idea of w hat kind of 

Jobs are available — most of the Jobs are low paying. The f ellows in the 

offioe all feel that they will be better off by going tosohool in order to 

get more qualified for some line of work. Now that they are all  getting out, 

they fael more kindly disposed towards the Army. They mske re marks about 

how they benefitted finanoially. 

FJrom this point of view, I benefitted greatly sinoe the poi nt of 

diminishing returns have not set in yet. For  my  17 months of  Army  serrioe, 

it oost the poor taxpayers a minimum of |6600 in oash the way I figured it 

out (This inoludes one year of sohool and subsistence whio h I hope to 

realise). At this rate, I was getting paid olose to |300 per m onth and I 

didn't earn that muoh in oivilian life. Besides all thib, I got olothing , 

medioal and dental oare, oheap insurance, and a lot of ot her 01 benefits. 

"You oan't beat  it I"  says Brio. In intangible ways, I got a lot of work 

experience whioh will prove valuable to me, and I associate d and oame into 

oontaot with fellows from all over the country. I did a c ertain amount of 

travelling, I enjoyed oertain entertainment privileges in  NYC free or at 
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reduoed prioes, I met Yuriko, etc., eto. Despite all thes e things, the 

only thing I couldn't hare done without was Yurikol I will go baok to 

oivilian life with a firm oonviotion that militarism is no go od for a 

democracy, that too ma oh money was wasted on me (although I won't turn 

the 01 benafits dona) that we oan gat on with a very small army , that war 

never aooomplishes anything oonstruotive enough to orero ome the destruotive 

mission* About all I oan say for the Army is that I benefitt ed as an 

individual and I have no.complaints about that* 

If the minutes do not hurry up and pass, I will get restless* 

Lewnosky is about ready to go to pieoes already* He has be en getting a 

lot of ribbing about his orders and ha blew up last night as he o ouldn't 

take it* The nerves of all of the boys are getting on edge  and they get 

irritaged about any little thing, inoluding religion* 

llsOO PM 

After long delays, we finally got away from Qreenhaven* So me of the 

trains were not running due to the strike so Lewnosky and I h itohiked down. 

We went a roundabout way in the Berkshire foothills and it  took us until 

6180 PM to get into the City. We got all sorts of little rides , but I 

enjoyed the trip* It was a relief to get away from Qreenhav en at last* 

I was so tired and irritable * 

Yuriko hid from me so I thought that I would have to spend t he 

evening alone, but she popped out of the bedroom, and we ha d a happy 

reunion* Just three or four more days until I am out of the Ar my* I 

completed my application form for sohool while Yuriko oooke d* The rest 

of the evening we disoussed our plans for going to Chioago* Yuriko spoils 

me* It is a good thing that she is so even dispositioned* My I nitability 

about Rhoda is getting to the aotive state* She walks into o ur bedroom 

all the time and we have no privaoy* I wish that Rhoda would no t be so 

fussy about housing beoause she'll never get anything* She w orks part 
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time for the book company again, and talks about further audi tioning« 

Yuriko tells me to be patient and smothers me with lore so I won't worry 

about it so much. She is out in the kitohen now oooking for Rho da who is 

due to oome home from work shortly* 

November 28, 1946 

ItSO PM 

Thanksgiving, and here I am at Fort Dix waiting for separati on* I 

got to Penn Station early so I ate a $2.26 breakfast while waiting for 

Lewnosky. I had the meal tioket for three of us so I used it  up as it would 

have been wasted. We got to Dix about 10s80 and wandered aroun d in oonfusion 

in the huge oamp until we finally got a oab to take us to headqu arters. 

After making up our beds, we went to the messhall and stood in line for 

one hour. All kinds of food was just dumped on our trays. It lo oked so 

sloppy but tasted wonderful. Thousands of soldiers are wai ting to be dis-

charged so it may take a while to get on a roster. The first t hing they 

tell us is to "nail" everything down because so much stealing goes on. I 

brought only a minimum of things. I hope I don't have ^ i t aro und too 

long before the separation processing starts. Everyone i s anxious to get 

out of the plaoe, particularly the large groups just returne d from the E.T.O. 

The boy next to me just came from an Army hospital in Biglan d. He has a 

wooden leg. The boy has been extremely friendly in telling u s all about the 

plaoe as he oame yesterday. It's just like Camp Sheridan when I went in 

some 16 months ago. It's a good thing that the weather is dry as it would 

be miserable if we had to separate in the mud. It is a bit oris p though — 

oold weather predioted for the end of the week. I think I will take a nap now. 

November 29, 1946 
4 j00  PM 

We didn't get to dinner last night as we were too stuffed fr om the 
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noon meal* In the evening we went to the movie and saw "Str ange Woman11 • It 

was very difficult to sleep last night because of the cold a nd anxiety about 

getting on the roster* The suspense was ended this morning , and we have 

been prooessing all day long* About 1200 men a day are separa ted here* All 

we did today was to stand around in the oold and listen to some o rientation 

lectures* The two things which were impressed upon us was that we should 

stay away from the whores in Trenton when ne get our final p ay, and reenlist 

in the Army as things are tough on the outside* Nobody paid a ny heed to 

either statements* I had some difficulty in my final tr ansportation pay , 

beoause I was inducted in Chicago, but my home was listed as Ca lifornia* I 

think I may get paid to California as I said I was forced out ag ainst my will 

and the Sgt* agreed so he made it a point to see that Levoroe kn ew my status 

(he is a fellow Californianl)* I have 27 days of terminal lea ve time coming 

so I will officially be out of the Army two days after Xmas* E veryone turned 

"thumbs down" on joining the ESC as they are all fed up with the Army too* 

But, the 01'« here talk sentimentally about their overseas  duty and it sounds 

like they actually regret giving it all up* They have some v ery exoiting 

sex stories to tell each other, and the Japanese women com e off seoond best 

to the Germans in the oomparision* One 01 said that the Jap anese girls 

didn't know any better than to show preference to the Ne gro Gill 

My prooessing is scheduled to be completed tomorrow night a t 4  «00  or 

6tOO PM* That will be a very happy occasion and I shall make a be eline for 

Yuriko* Terminal furlough rates end tomorrow night and I wou ld like to get 

the reduced rate if I can get to NYC in time* The separation p rooess is 

very boring, but there are some nioe fellows here* Living co nditions are 

terrifio — no heat, no hot water, no lights at night, dirty floors, 

unsanitary eating conditions in the messhall, but we all tol erate it for the 

sake of that disoharge paperI 
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Hooray 1 I am a free man at lastlJ After a long dreary day of wa iting 

in lines I finally got separated. Everyone was so happy to ge t out. I left 

with a pair of pants too long as I didn't eare to wait and ge t them shortened. 

We had our "graduation" exeroise in the Chapel and a Major t old us what a 

fine servioe we had done for the oountry, eto. I got $522.10 in all] ($159.00 

to go to Californial) How I hare to get Dr. Thomas to aooept t he registered 

letter with my discharge and then send it baok to me. I'm ve ry excited now. 

Got  my  tioket at furlough rates at Grand Central as this was the final day 

for this priYilige and also got T's. tioket. Rushed home and darling Yuriko 

is preparing a lunch now. She was all paoked and waiting for m e. She just 

showed me the pressure oooker whioh Clara gave us for a wed ding present. 

Rhoda and L. are here so have to leave. Going to Chioago ton ight at lit80. 
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