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Charles Kikuchi Diary Wed. May 17, 1944

I poked around the library most of the afternoon looking
for reference books. I didn't find all that I wanted, but it
was enough to get started upon. Then I just sat at the desk
and pondered on how I should begin. At least, I got about five
pages done and that 1is an accomplishment. E and B. both amsx
came home late. E. went to get her dentist blank filled out
again by Dr. Tashiro and she was a little downcast because he
told her that Mp. Sinai was a mediocre hoppital and that she
should try to get into St. Mary's Heospital in Minneapolis where
his sister just graduated. There must be 50 or 100 Nisel
girls training in that school from all I hea® . ZEmiko has
concluded that it is a matter of getting into a mediocre school
or not any at all, and she feels that it is up to the individual
to make the most of the training and that the school is not the

most important thing. I wish these well maanﬁng people would

Y
not put crimps in her plans as she might get~fiscouraged.

Bette went out with a friend from school so that she did
not get home to dinner mntil about 7:80. The Student Relocation
w}ote her again‘asking her to reconsider her school plans s0 that
I helped her write a couple of letters. There will be nothing lost
by it, altho she will continue to make her applications to the
schools we have in mind.. The finances is the big obstacle, but it
is pretty hard to get into a school to begin with.

Jack went to the defense school again this evening. He sald
thet he asked the boss for a raise fioday and the possibilities
look rather favorable. If he gets a raise, he will stay on &
his job.

I am now going to start my term paper again. Gloom, gloom!

(attached Bette's school letters.)
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4743 Drexel Blvd.
Chieago, 15, Illinois
May 17, 1944

Sister Mary Geraldine
Executive Dean
School of Nursing

St Louis University
St. Louis, Missouri.

Dear Sister Mary Geraddine,

I would appreciate 1t
very much if I could ke ve a catalouge on the
school of nursing. I have been making some in-
quiries about the possibility & combining an R.N.
training along with a B.S. degree. I have been
consulting the Natiorel Japanese imerican Student
Relocation Council in Philadelphia about the
matter and it suggests that I attempt to get into
the Cadet Nursing program first of all, and then
do the college work later. Is such an arrangement
possible in the St. Louils University School of
Nursing?

I am graduating from the Hyde Park High
School here in “hicago this June, and 1 am
extremely anxious to continue on with my
college education. I would appreciate it greatly
if you could send the catalouge and any other
information that you may have.

Thank you kindly.

Very truly yours,

Bette Kikuchl




4743 Drexel Blvd.
Chicago, 15, Ill.
May 17, 1944

Mr. Bill lMcKee

American Friends Service Office
186 W, Madison St.

Chieago, Illinois.

Dear Mpr. HcKee:

Mr. Brnest Kurkjian, Placement Ue=
partment, of the Student Kelocatlon Council has
suggested that 1 contect you in regards to my
college plans after 1 graduate from liyde Park
High Sechool this # 1l.

I am very anxious to get & B.S. along with my R.N,
so that I do not particularly care to enroll in
the Cadet Nursing Program at this Ulme, unless no
othsr arrangements can be made.

I am taking steps to enroll et some of the colleges
in the ¥idwest, but my brother tells me that some
of these schools are on the closed list. I would
like to get into the Us of Illinois and take the
pre-nursing course since 1 am now a resident of
this stete, However, 1 also wish to follow WMr.
Eurk jian's suggzesblions and find out if there

are any hospitals in this area that will allow

me to get the R.N. and then allow me to use thése
game credits for & B.S. degree. Nre Kurkjian
saye that these plens are usuelly worked oub
individually between the Hospitals and the colleges.
fhe m&in resson why 1 have to consider thls poss=
ibility 1s because of my lack of flnances. I
would rather take & pre nureing course in &
University first and then foilow up with the
regular nuraing courae, but circumstances may
prevent 1t. I would 1like to have an interview
with you to discuss the above plan, at the

same time as filllng out my epplications for the
University of Illinois, Ue of Unieago, and North=
western. I believe N.U. is closed.

I hope to hear from you soon. (phone number
Kenwood 1896) LThank youe.

Very truly yours,

Bette hKikuechli.
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notice a week or so before June so I'll have a chance to eithser

go to Gila or Chicago. Mark says I should go to Gila but I
wasn't planning on it til my 2nd furlough. I'll most likely try
to go to Chiecago.

Sorry to hear that you won't be able to continue your
nursing. Anyhow I hope you make & good nurse cause I may need
your eid someday. Just keep studying & don't give up hope!

I certeinly hope both of you have a chance to come out
this way soon. By that time I hope I'm in uniform & know the
city better than I'll teke you and really show you the sights.
Cnly thing is be prepared for winter weather. Gosh, the sort of
weather we've been having is really disappointing. ©Sometimes
wonder if we'll ever have any surmer. We've been having rain
thunder storms for the last few days. I mean cloud bursts!
Parts of the eity is flooded. Back to the subject of coming out
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to coocking leisurely and
is back to her usual good mood now.

went to get & doctors ‘appointment so that this requirement

could be completed for the nursing school. 1t will be one hell

of a problem if she does not get into Mf Sinai Hospital. She is
going to make applicatio’ 3 to some other hocijliicks also but she
had not teken any steps yet and i don't want to push her too
much, ZLast night we went to the show for a change &s we have

all been studying herd letely. “Yoming home, EB and I walked thru

the park and E and B thot they were gazelles the way they were
leaping around}




Charles Kikuchi Diary Sat. May 20, 1944

nepe i3 is 12:80 and the sleeping beauties are still in bed.lehey
are listening to the radio. I have been working on my paper for the
past couple of hours, but I stopped for a breathing spell. I worked
on it until 3:20 last night and I got quite a bit done. I worked
on it all day yesterday, but I did not make any real progress until
late in the afternoon. I took time out to listen to Prof. Owens
lecture again on social reconstruction in England yesterday
afternoon. I am so absorbed in getting my term paper out of the
way that I don't notice anything else these days. I know that
the sun has been shining because Bette said so.

Last night Emiko and Bette went to the J.C, music festival
and Bette met all of E's school friends. &miko 1s pringing a
boy from one of her classes to the #I Am an American Day" at the
Poldier's Field tomorrow, if it does not rain. I hope thathis
mother makes & big lunch. Jack tried to get Eileen to go but she
is busy so that he is going to try Miki next. If that fails, he
will aske Yoshie since she should be able to bring an immense
junch. The program goes on for most of the dayx.

Jack filled out his applications all evening, but he is not
get too many encouraging answers. Most of the m dical schools
have informed him that the Apmy qubtas does not leave ma1y
openings for civilians. Jack suspects that some of the schools are
giving him the run apound so he is sending for applications under
Lnglish mames just to check up and see, Standford U. is willing
to enroll him, but the only difficulty there is that it is in the
restricted zone. You can't win anyway you turn, it seemsl!

When Lmiko came home &x%xx la st night, Jack asked her why she

nues not been s tudying lately. He thought that she is running

around to too many school activities and not paying enought

attention to her Bomework. &miko said that she had been studying
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e

all along, but Jack did not think she did 1t systematically enough.
Then he asked her about her physical syience course. Emiko got
full of alibis and said that she was sureto fail it. She said she
did not have time to study it, and that she hated it because it
was too complicated. She said that she was dumb and she couldn't
do it, etec,etc. She was full of excuses, but the main reason is
that she dislikes the course so that she has made no attempt to
study it at &% all. Finally Bette remarked from the kitchen,"Oh,
jou just got an inferiority complex." The got Bmiko so that she
decided to try and pass the course. Jack is willing to spend

two hours an evening with her for the rest of the month so that

he can teach her the basis stuff and he guarantees that she will
e ss. However, he sald that she would have to go on a strict
discipline and no more of this puttering around with other things.
Emiko then said that she could not study when we were talking
beczuse she neededabsolute silence to concert rate. We made &
concession and said that we would do this. I can't understand
why Emiko should have such a lack of self confidence in her

mental capacity. That damn gook gounty business did not help

tiings out any. The trouble is that Lmiko needs to be pushed

even tho she resents it and thinks that I nag her. Well, maybe

i@ I do, bubesse -Gad, she is so stubborn tholll Me too, I

suppose, and that's the rubl
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llinneapolis, Minn.,
May 11, 1944
Dearest Jack:

Without Mark on a Wednesday night, the place is very quiet,
so 1 set my dinner on the cofiee table besides the davenport,
and read a book that I get from the library. I1t's called
"Ellen Spring" by IZlizabeth Marion - and simply written, so I'm
all finished now. Good thing I got two books - Bette has the
other "Fountain Head" by Ayn Rand.

Before you get all excited Bbout becoming an uncle -- wait
up for me. he stork is not hovering over our roof, so you can
spend your birthday money for your hankies after all, I really
appreciate Mark - just think, I would have had to pay 7c¢ for that
card I sent you.

Tell Charlie that about a month ago Bill Himmel told me that
he heard from Shibutani that Chas tock his physical - and wes
reported to have flat feet so bad - that the doctor is supposed

to have shaken his greying i - and murmured "It's a wonder
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Charles Xikuchi

later

Mariko is out of a gain, ©She said that the Salvation
Army had only given her soclal service de=-
artment on
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_Evacuation and Resettlement Stady

aapo p.m. Frank y;yamote, ?iqouusien Lpador

Topicy "Analysis of faotors contributing te
* eonflict and eocial disgrganizatign in
Relooation Projects, with particular
reference to Tule Lake thpgnigB the
registration period."” '

June 9
10 a.w. James Sakoga, Discussion Leader
Topie¢: "Analysis of cenfliet situations and
V7 soclal reorganization following regise

tration, with partioular reference t¢
Minjdoka after the arrival of Tuleans."

$:00 p.m. Rgsalie Henkey, Piscussien Leader
: v A P

Topio: ™inalysis of confliets and oleavages in
! ‘ghle Lake after segregatiom.”

:;!gg 10

10:00 a.m. Richard Nishimote, piscussion Leader
: > ; Zuia .

Tepic: 7Analyzing the 'pere’ of the Japanese
i sommuni ty in ?aiéeaticn‘rnpdeets.”

t
I

8@06 ) 2 Morton Gredzins, Dispusaion La&ger

Tople: TAnalyzing the development of WRA
: polieies at the national level.¥:
Jdune 11 A

10:00 a.m. Charles Kikuchi, Disgussion leader

Topic: "Analyzing the pioblems of the individual
! and family resettler.”




fgharles Kijp May 22, 1944
J".;mert L :

June 11
8:00 p.m, Mertan Gredzins, Disoussion Leader

Tepio: "Political tiotery 1y the formulation
24 of epvacuation peltoy.

8:00 p.m. Togo Tanaka, leoussien Laader

Toplie: 'Buildlng up the politioal and soeial
' history of the Japanese prior teo evacu-
ation , with particular reference to
the Ioa Angeles area.”

June 12
19:00 a.m, prothy ?homas, D;saussion Laader

Tapic. “Plana far analyzing data on econepie
and population aspeects of evaouation, "

a:oe p.m. W.I. Thpmas, Diseussion L!ader

a

Topie: gritique or objectives, approaches,
d gaps in the data.™




Charles Kikuchi Diary _ves., May 28, 1944

I went over to the registrar's office yesterday afternoon
to ask them sbout the procedure for Rette to get her Army
clesrsnce to attend the University. I wss given some pergonal
security forms. I filled most of the items in these forms
out expept for a couple that I didn't know, I ssked Bette to
do it lset night, and now I discover that she did not follow
the directions. Darn her snyway’ 1 finslly got the courage
up to assk the Registrar about my grade for last quarter and
she said that I got am B. That was certainly a surprise as
I wes afraid that I would barely pass the course.

Emiko stayed et school all afternoon yemterday to Bake
part in an archery tournament. She is one of the best eight in
the school and she is trying to get the number one position,
which she thinks that she can get if her arrows go straight
enough in the week long tournsment. She said that she led the
fielda for the first day and she has been consistently doing
the best in her class during the term. Since she was fed ing
so good sbout that, she cocked us & VEry good dinner even tho
she was tired. Usuglly she flops in bed and says that she is
not feeling Well if she does not want to cook and then Eette
has to 40 it., Emiko has been doing a1l of the ghopping beceause
she thinks that Dette does not know how to shop economically
enough and that is why the budget gets stretched.

Last night “miko started her studying for the finaleg. She
will be out around the first week of June., Bette was studying
also. It is hard to get her applications into colle ges started
because she hes not graduvated yet., It may be that she will not
be able to put in a lot of her applicstions vntil after June.

I hate to postponethings that long as I don't know when I will

get my notice for indvetion. There is a rvmor going around that
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the induction notice is sent 21 days after the physicsl, and those
who are eligible are sent to Savage right away whilé the rest are
put on the Reserve. I have arranged to have iack send me a wire

in cese my notice comes while I am in Salt Lake so that U.C. can
put in an sppeal for eccupationsl deferement. It's no use worrying
sbout the draft enymore because if I am ealled, that is all there
is to it end nothing will stop the process. I Jjust have to get

as meny things settled before that time as possible. A six

months deferment should be plenty of time, ¥rk except for my

work which will continue indefinitely as faf as 1 know,

Bette went to the U.C, Hospitasl yesterd=y to apply for
work ss s nurse's sid during the summer. They told her that they
dié not like to tske om any person unless she stayed permanently
gs it took quite a while to bresk her into the work, &0 that Eette
spplied for the job on a permsnent basis. The University of
I1linois hass sent her a certificate of gradvation which she hsas
to h:ve the high school fill out. So far,so good.

Jack is not havéng any success at all in his medicsl
applications. Zveryday he gets s few letters from the medicsal
schools, but few of them sre encouraging. &£e stayed home last
night instead of going to the trede school as he haé s0 many
more applications to f111l out. It takes him & helf hour each ti me
to think ount some way to f£fill out the aﬁplications g0 that
the word "Yspanese" does not appear in it, e even put"Neander=-
thal Erectus" for ancestry in one form. It really does make a

iifference is one is of Yspanese ancestry as the school sends

. usck s most discoursging letter. Jack is determined to get in

by next year and then if he is accepted, he does not care if he

is drafted. He thinks that he has a good chance of cetting a
"8




Charles Eikmchi Diary May 23, 1944

Leopold ®hip foundation in New York. Jack believes thet he will
te able to finapmme the rest of the way thru by himself if he
can save up $1000 by working s year. Bmiko is also applying for
& South Yhicago Mursing School as ¥t Sinai may not come thru with
an acceptance. It is pretty hard to have sll of these things
hanging over our hesds and it is a wonder that we are not sll
nervous wrecks instead of being faiily well balanced. Everybody
w3s busy last night so that there was no noise in ourapartment,
excpet for Zmiko and J ack popping their chewing gum, very
annoying too. I stayed up until about 1 am reading some of the
books I should h=ve reasd befofe. I'm just resding the main ones
for my covrse and skimming thru a few of the others. Fven Surer-
man would not be szble to read all of the books assipned to us.
Jack has been in an uproar for the past couple of days

because some nasty person stole his new shorts from the laundry
line. +<Jack has few clothes left since most of it burned in
the baggage fire on the train coming back from Arizons. &e
insisted that Bette go sround to every gvartment in the wvuilding
to ssk for hig drawers, but Bette refused this delicate task.
Jack then put up the followine sign in the laundry room:

"Will the person who took my three shorts please

return them a8 they are specislly medically trested

eand I am unsble to replace them."
'he theff must have thought that thex shorts were contsminated
with some venersl disezse because, sure enough, they were hanging
on the line when he went to look after one day of waitineg. There
hes been quite a bit of stiff missing from the laundry room. I

heve lost five of my best shirts in sll. FNow I hang them in

our kitchen as L don't want to tske a chance.

n told to report

iom is 811 in s dither because he has bee
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for a physical on May 26th. He has to take his comprehensive
finals for his MA on the same day so that he will be s nervons
wreck vy the time he gets thru., He doesnlt come to the office
much anymore as he is so busy studying at home. Le has veen
given a deferment from induction pntil June 17, but I think that
even then he will be put on a Reserve list for the army for s

while longer. It sure keeps s fellow in suspense.

‘here seems to be some progress made in the publiciéy for
the ¥isei. *“ecently, more and more favorable comments have
appeared in the papers. The LaGuardia episode resulted in
some organizations taking a strong stand for the Lisei, when

rainarily they would not hsve been noticed st all., On the
national political front, some &6 the worst resctimnaries were
defeated in the recent primaries because of their genersl
anti-liberal stand on msny subjects. Martin “iesyx is not
going to run agsin, Congressman Starnes of “labaha snd vice

Chhérmsn of the Vies committe was defeated, as well as “oneress-

man Costello of Caldfornia. gdate S enator Jack Tenny the

Cheirmen of Lechner s Americanism Zducational Lesgue w:s badly
defeateds I doubt if any cendidate was elected or defeated solely
on the rsce jueegtion though.

I received my registration notice today. In this state, a
little card fs given out to show that you sre s Fegistered
voter. Some of the Nisei I have interviewed have ssid that they
registered, obut they do not know anythineg sbout the card so that
they actually did not register, but merely say so. They are too
lazy to do it, or else they do not think that it is important.

Yack is going to try and register next week even tho he is EHNEaXE
not a resident of the state.







Charles Kikuchi Diary Weds, Lay &4, 1944

I didn't heve a class yesterday afternoon as Miss
Abbott went to “leveland for a conference, Most of the
afternoon was spent in typing my report and running to the
Library for reference books. The University has libraries
scattered sll over the campus and it takes a first class
detective to locate them. I won't be able to get my last
assignment for the cikss until tomorrow.

It feels a little strange not to be working on the
study all slong, but I think the rest from it will do me
good. I've been trying to make afew more contacts so that
I will be able to start right in again when I get back from
the conference., I'm supposed tolead a discussion on ansly-
zine the problems of the individual snd family resettker. The
longer I work on the Study, the less sure I am sbout any
conclusions., Sometimes I get full of doubts as to whether
I really am producing what I should. I feel incapable of
doing some of thethings thst I would like to do. ZThings
are left so dsngling because of the general situation.
Sometimes I wish that I were drafted right away so that I
could forget sbout all these things, but $hat is only an
escapb. I suppose that in the long run, I raally could

do more on the Study then serving in the infantrxy, but

then that may be a rationalization tooSi)

I got a notice from the draft bosrd saying that 4
was physically fit and acceptable £y the army for genersl
military service, but I.did not get & classification at
81l. “hst certsinly is strsnge. I suppose I will be kept
in suspense for & while longer, and then I will be ripe

enoughk t o accept sny classification just to keep my

mind at eases +he notice was sent from the “hicago Local
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“oard 86. It told me to take a educstional emperience suvmmary
and vocational training record #114 to the reception center
with me, whatever that means. Emiko is worried about me. She
wents me to serve in the Army eventually, but she wovld like
to hsve me around for & 1ittle whilex yet. It has been a
good experience living together like we have end it is s
wonder that there were not more explosions,
Emiko is smnding in a couple of more applications for
hospitals, &nd that is keeping her in quite a bit of sus-
nse. She reslly is going to be disappointed if she cannot

start her nursing training this September. lthere must be

one school that is willing to accept her. I think that she
will meke & dsmn good nurse and these schools don't know

what they are missing by tsking & dumb girl instead of
Emiko. Bette's school problem is getting & little complicated
too. I looked at the U, of 1llinois catalouge yesterday and
it did not mention that it hed a school of nursing. I think
that the Presbyterisn Hospital here is sffilisted with it
though, but I don't know if a BS degree is given slong with

he BN, We have written some letters to find out. I would

hate to be a full time secretary; it certainly is hard work.

<<:?;iko was very pleased yesterday because her picture

appreared in the spa ts page of the“hicago Tribune yesterday
with some of the other Wilson archery co-eds. Her picture
was not very clear s she was more in the back-rc mdl, but
Emiko thinks thst it will appear again in the Daily News er
Chicego Times today. It is a nationsl telegraphic archery
contest on 200 campus and the best results of esch school
will be sent into the national headquarters in EBoston.

Emiko thinks that at lesst she will win a medel &8s sghe iit
doing the best in her sehool for the tournament so Iar.
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pe
rung all week. £miko has a bruise on her arm where the string
keeps hitting when she shoots the arrows, She studied agll
evening so that she would be prepared for a test today. She
plans to start studying for her finsls next, I think that she
will get good gredes except for thst Physical ©Science course,
Emiko is going to try and have it postponed until August as
ghe might go to summer school to take chemistry.

Bette sgid that she was turned down for the nurses aid
job. Jack advised her not to taske it snywsay as she could be
doing thet work eanytime. He 8aid that there was 8 chance for
Zmiko and Bette to get summer jobs with a mail order company
at .60¢ an hour ae one of his friends at the shop has a2 wife
working and she is willing to take E and B down snd try to
get them a job at that wage instesd of the customary beginner's
galary of .50¢ an hour.

Bette said thast she got pulled out of her Emxax gym
class yebterday because she was tulking to another eirl and
she had to st:nd in X¥wm the center of the floor all by her-
self. We forgasve her for disgracing the Kikuchi namexbecsuse
she hed her gk drawing up in the city art gallery, and she also

ot 2A's snd 2 B's in her report which I signed yesterdsy. I

guess I didn't praise her enough sbout her grades because Eette

felt she did darn good considering all things.
Jock said that we should send an ulimatum to Mariko that
we will not go over there anymore or sttend her wedding if she
did not stop sccusing him of bresking things and nagging when
he was only trying to be helpful. He was even thinking of taking
his tools over there to fix up the place, but he said that he

would not do it until she changed her attitude. Bette and
Emiko esid that they wanted to be treated like guests when
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they go over there and not have to wash dishes and cook for her
becsuse they treat Mariko like a guest when she comes to our
place. Bette added that she was tired of eating spagketti

over there every time too. I didn't say anything because lig riko
always takes out her wrath on me eand I am trying to cultivate
good relationships. That can be done if I let her hsve the

last word. Yack confessed that he was glmost ready to smash
the cigarette tray when she sccused him of chipping it last
sundey. After we aired our gripes, we felt guilty because
“ariko was not there to defend herself., Jack just wanted to
stert s conversation anyway just because we were gll stpdying
80 diligently. I read until about 2 last night. I have a nice
Place fixed up in the dining room for myself with s stpdy lamp
and everything so that * don't mind giving up the privilese

of re=zding in bed.

Flash. I just received a little csrd from the draft bosrd
seying that *+ hed been classified as BA sand I would be
deferred until November 4, 1944 I didn't even have an
appeal put in for me either. It is guite a relie f to know my
exact status and now I can feel a 1ittle easier sbouvt having
tiie to finish up the vusiness of getting Z and B into school
next fall. I am even thinking of taking another course for the
Fall Quarter as I might as well continue on as long as I can.
I svppose I am happy about being 24, but not jubilant, At

least I can hold mp head up now and ssy that I am an essentisl

workef instesd of the hated enemy slien classification of 4-¢.

I will even te arouvnd to cast my bsllot for the presidential

elections, The biggest relief is having that tension and
feeling of pressure of time lifted from my shoulders.
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4743 Drexel Blvd.
hioago, Iliinols
vy 27, 1944
Miss Gladys 4. Sanmdvig,
Director Mt. Sinai Hospital School of Nuraing
2750 W. 15th Place
Chicagof Illinois

Re: Enrollment of Emiko Kikuchi
Dear Miss Sandvig,

Recently I put in my application to entroll in the cadetnursing
program in your hospital. I hope that you do not mind if I am sp
anxious about finding out how the admissions committee acted upon
it. I am extremely desirous of getting & start in my nursing
training as soon as it is possible. I hepe that it will be
possible for me to enroll in September in your school. I enjoyed
my recent interview and visit to your hospital immensely, and I
feel that it willx prove to my greatest advantage if I lm able to
obtain my treining there,

I believe that I have fulfilled all of the application require-
ments requested, but if there is anything else that I should do,
I would appreciate it if I eould be informed. I am just finishe
ing my first year at Wilson Gity Cellege, and I plan to enroll
there for a summer session course in chemistry so that I will be
prepared to start my nursing training in September. I feel that
I will gain by taking the summer session course even thought it
18 not one of the required subjects for admissien into your
school.

The reason why I would like to complete my plans for enrolling in
the fall is that my brother, and guardian, expects to be called
into the Army very shortly. He is doing some vital research work
now for the Univers§$y of California in the University of Chjicago
office. I have a brother-in-law already in the serviee so that I
want to do my share in the war effort too. I feel that a nursing
career will fulfill this ambition., I have had this goal in mind
for quite some time now and I am sure that I will make a success
of it 1f given the opportunity to get started. It is the one way
in whieh I will be able to help out my country, and also %o
advance myself at the same time. I believe that there is goeing
to be a great need for trained nurses even after the war and [
want to be fully prepared to do my part. I sinmcprely hope that
your admissigns committee will act faVQrably upon my applieatien,
and I know that I will not fail in the responsibility of meking
good once 1 get the chence. Thank you very much for all the past
cons iderations. ;

VYery truly youps,
,ﬂﬁukp Catherine Kikuchi
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b ; ﬂiw [l M

It was & very werm day today, tnd it looks as if summer hag
s arrived ror sure., I spent most of the dey writing lettor.
to various schools %o seé what I ocould do for Bttt’. I8 is
80 daun much red tape to al} of 1t. Bqtta toek some aptttua¢
tésts a§ schoel the other wog! and tho teaoher told her that
she did very well and that she scoyed in the upper 30% in one
of them and in the upper 10? 1g Qhﬁ other, thﬁq 'adld like
to go to the Uniyersity otﬁhioigo'very mach ;;nce some of hey
high sohoo} fpiends will be eoming here, If we can hurry up
and get her clearance and zcoeeptance, we vil; be able to
apply %o the Kbpofq?llpgo GCorporation for somp seholarship
assissance, lniké"is alao“fairly sure that she will take
a summer aonqion course at the J.a. Ebr e@nrliot ip that she
woulid like %o 'ork and make some money first. Havover; she
feels that if she can get that shem course out ef the way, 1t
will make it a lot easier rfor her when she enters the hospital
for her nursing course,

Ihie evening Inpl‘uont out op & date, that is, he went to
a ooncers to listen to ;;;aon. Eg said that Eg;e.n ;n undor
quite a strain now beoaupe she roqls that she h;. worked hard
for three years %o get her mu;q;al education ang it may ogﬂ up
in nothing if she 18 not able to get a job im that f;p;qflfgik gyil
that llxugn hold- sqveral pars tinn Jobs nad she 1ip op thege
gor ahaut 13 %¢ 14 hours & day. gy. *@at 80 myoh weight theas
she had to see & doetor and she vas: givon somg qua of t;ygx
pills.

l.,p, and I ap. going over to Uiriho'l ;o pigk up a

camera for the )1en19 TOmOTTov,




4743 Drexel Blvd,
Chicago, 15, Illinois
May 29, 1944

Marion G, Howell, Dean

Frances rayne Bolton School of Nursing
Western Reserve Umbtersity,

Cleveland, Ohdo.

Dear Miss Howell:

1l am graduating from the Hyde Park High
School here in Chicago in June and I would like to
make some defipiteplans for my nursing training.

It i8 my present plan to take a pre-
nursing course 80 that I will be sble to obtain a BS
degree along with a nursing certificate. I see by your
1942 catalouge that your school has such a program,

I would appreciate it very much if I
covld be informed about the procedure for enrolling
in your school, although I have not definitely made
up my mind yet that I will be asble to attend. One of
the factors would be: Would I be eligible to enter in
the Cadet Nursing Program if I took pre-nursing work
in the school first? Or does the school have a plan
whereby the requirements for a BS degree is completed
simultaneously with the nursing training?

I would like to enroll in September, if \

possible. I would appreciste it immensely if I could A

have some further inform:=tion on your sghool. I believe = '
that I have fhleilledicthe-IQQiired se!ondary sub jects

Bulkétin.

a8 outlined in the 1942

Thank you kindly for any information
which you may be able to forward.,

Very truly yours,

Bette Kikuchi
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We had a very strenuous but en joyable day yesterday. It
seems that everyone in Chicago was down at the beach to pass
Yemorial day. e didn't get much sleep the night before
a8 we were up rather late. We didn't go directly over to
“griko's on Mondsy night ss we thought thst she wouvld not
be in., We went to s show snd then dropped over there
afterwsrde, It was avout 12:30 already and *sriko wss
justx taking a bath. Geo. and Bob of _Portland were
gitting out on the back porch s it was so sultry. Geo,
can't make up X% his mind, it seems, as Variko told us that
he does not seem to be getting excited avout the wedding
at sll. She ssid that his mother likes her allright out
she doesnot think that this is a good year for marriage
and that they shovrld wait until next jear, Mariko thinks
that it may be at the end of fkksxmenkkx next month. She
will be out of a job after todsy snd she has not decided
what to do. She said something sbout tokine a trip to
New York with Geo., Y (Ch-l) as he is going thru to see
Saye. 1 don't think that is such s hot »lan, but 1 didn't
say anything, I didn't say anything about her wedding plans
either as I.-know how anxious she is and 1 am all fo: her.
However, I don'tthink thet it is = wise plan for her to
start pascing eny of those ultimatume aro'nd, Mariko said
that Helen Suzuki (Ch-41) pot married the other night, snd
that Sho Kenekec (CH-11) is also engsged to be married pretty
soon. She also said that Alvert's ums¥m (CH-24) uncle has
also come out of cemp snd he is staying with Alvert right
now, Albeit's brother in the Armywas up recently on a fur-
lough but has gone vack to lexas camp. 1 should drop over

once and meet Alvert's uncle since I may ve sble to interview
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him in connection with the larger family rroup if he spcaks
snglish well enough,

Mariko did 1ot have the csmera so that it was a wssted
trip. ©She ss1d that she lozned it to lkary Harding (Ch-24) and
perhaps we could drop over and pick it vp. It was already sfter
one o'clock tut we stopped off senywsy. There is no wey of
knocking st Mary's door from the front since she lives in one of
the btsck rooms. 1 banged on the window but nobody snswered., I
then banged on luri's (CL-2f) window, Lut she was out some place
evidently. The lsndlasdy finslly opened the door snd she was

scared stiff, ©he was ver) suspicious of me and she wanted to

know what I wae doing a8 she thought I wes prowling around., I

told her that I had sn ureent messspe to deliver to Mary snd thst
it was an emergency. <{he lendlady waes too suspicious snd she
wouldn't let me in et 8ll. 4 told her it wse a mstter of life
and desth but she juet close¢d the door =nd wouvldn't talk any
more., 4 few minutes lster she po,ped her head out of the window
and ssid that if I did not go away she would c¢sll the police. 1
thought thst Lhe wiscst thing for me to do was to make a stiate-
gic retreat so I went to the subway station where “miko and Bette
werc waiting. ZLEmiko wss very disspnrointed since she "anted to
take some pictures.

After we got home lionday night LZmiko snd Eette mede sll the
prepsrations for the icnic lunch snd they were uttering sround
until & or 4, We got up at 9:20 yesterday morning and we ruvshed
sround pgetting resdy to go. e went up to the bicycle place and
rented some bikes to rise sround for a while until EZmiko's school

friends csme, The; showed uvup sround lZ--Johnny, P., J. n =nd her
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boy friemd, Roy from the Army.

Jack started to teach bette how to ride the bieycle and she
did very well for the first lesson. ©he was a little dissppointed
vecaus. Bhe coula not make all of the turns like w edid. Jack
had her ride vp and down in front of the perk for sbout sn hour.
When Zmiko's friends csme, we were going to leave Letle behind
to practice some more vut she insisted that she knew well enough
to g0 through 811 of the immense traf’ic at the vesch, ©She did
quite well until some fat old 1 dy blocked the sidewalk snd Eette
rammed right into her., Laler on she grazed a fat man, =2nd she
slmost vumped into an asutomovile once., Jack wss pretty worried
about her riding through all that hesvy traffic so 1 dropped Le=-
hind to cosch her for & while. 4after sbout an hour of this,
Eette wae exhaveted so thst Jack tookx her bicycle back and we
211 decided to go to the besach.

there were thoussnds of people at the vesch yesterday snd it
took us & while to find a place on the tesch to spread our things.

Jean and Jack were the only ones with swimmine suits. ZThey went

in swimming together and they had a grest time. <Ye2=n is a tsll

vlonde, & little screwwvall, wvut a lot of fun, &Ler voy friend
sure kept his eyes on her while Jack was swinming with her out

in the lske. +‘hey caught ﬁ 1i ttle fish out there and trought it
in for ouservetion, Lmiko, Johnny snd 1 rode around on the
ticycles some more while they were swiuming, afteixwarde we 211
ate our combined lunches and they really tssted good. Lette was
80 tired sfterwards thst she fell ssleep in thc sands and she pot
her face sand srms a 1lit.le sunburned.

Jean's voy friend is on s furloueh =nd he hes to return next
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week., He is stationed in northern C=nades near the Alsskan uvorder.
He said that it only took him 11 hours to fly down here.

Afterwerds Bette snd Johnny went wading in the veach while
the rest of us Jjust lsid eround. We were poine to supggest that
Johnny teke L[ette to her senior form=l but she said that she al=-
ready -sked s nisei Loy to tske her--one of “sriko's joung pnro=-
toges, Lmiko seems to have a lot of friends at school because
she ran into several of them at the veach, I thitk it would be
a good thing if she kept developing these contacts becsuse tlrey
81l have similar interests. Bette also mct some of her friends
on the besch. <{here were o few niseli down there but we didn't asee
8 meny =8 we did lsst Sunday. We ran into Hiro XK, and some of
his friends and we talked to them for a few minutes.

Johnny hses the hauit of referring to the colored neople a8
niggers so that “miko correcited him end sald that they were
Negroid. Jomonny snswered, "Thet's right, they're Negroid and we

re Caucazoids.” It didn’'t occur to him thst we were not Cauca-
sisns because he just took it for sranted that we were Just like
him. ¢9Yesn made a2 similar remark snd she szia that we didn't seem

to be sny different from the rest of the kids at school and she

wmondered if 211 niséi wcre ags Americenized, + told her thst most

of the nisei were 4mericanized snd they didn't hsve any foreign
charseteristics st all.,

it started to get windy whilec we were pls,ing cards so we
decided to cell it a day as we were preti) tired. Jesn and Ko}
hed to uvicycle way out to the westeide¢ while Johnny hsd to go
down avout 20 or 40 vlocks further on the southside snd he didn't

went to be csveht in the rain. Tre last time he was ovt with us
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it rained gquite heavily sand he predicted it would ve sultry. Jack
went rieht on hom¢ as he had to write some more letters to the
mediesl schools. L,, B, and I walked around the park for s while
and we ran into Yoshi tsking the Bazslon beby out for an airing

s0 we stopped and talked with her for suvout sn hovr. Yoshi (CH-9)
gaid thet she and Miki were plsnnine to go to New York on aug,

%7 as theyboth gel & vseation with pay at thet time. They sre
going to scout srovnd dew dork snd if they like 1it, they will eo
out there permenently. 1Yoshi is still thinking svout her musicsl
carecer b0t she hesn't done anything at all avout it and it is fae
fading into » dream. vack knows a Bzechoslovakian fellow, Faul,
at his shop, (the one we met at the Folish dsnce) and this fellow
likes bipg fat girls so that Jack is coing to introduvce him to
loshi ss soon as he gets his driver's license becavse he thinks
theat meyte they might get sttracted to esch other.

On the way home, Emiko sno Bette decided that they would like
to finish the day with a “hinese dinner. I wasn't too enthusi-
estic atout that becsuse I was thinking that L had slreasdy eone
way over my budget thies month but 1 didn't went to diss . point
them so I geve in., { made them welk home though in order to ssve

-

the carfare snd create sn zppetite. 4“miko B:w s little black dog

thet reminded her of Blackle, Yr. and she mede it follow her sll

the wa; home. After Laking @ shower, we started out for Chine=-
town. Jasck refused to come slong with us vecause he said that
he was too wusy snd it was foolish for us to go out and est sny~-
waye We went on down and enJjoyed a ver, delicious meal. we
couldn't eat 81l of it so we got paper cartons and brought it

home for Jeck. W%e were so tired that we were in bed by miduight,
That wes the esrliest we had gone to bed in © lone time. <+he day
turned ouvt very successfully and we all enjoyed it.




