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It was steaming hot in the station, was a good thing that Al ice 

bought the tickets last night as there was a big line wai ting to get 

tickets. 'e waited upstairs for ^ariko who was a little la te  .  She was 

supposed to come before the train left as she was not quite ready when *%rk 

and Alice left. Mary was also supposed to see Emiko off. . We looked around but 

could not find her. There were many servicemen getting on t he train so that we 

decided that they should get on the train right away in or der to get seats. 

Just as they went through the gate % r y and her sister show ed up. They said 

that they had been waiting for about a half hour in a corner o f the station 

then they went downstairs and sat down. It was their fa ult because they 

should have walked over to where the people were waiting at the gate for 

the train. Mary is a nice girl, but naive. She got in with  the wrong 

crowd. Since she has brought her 14 year old sister out her e, they have been 

-having about 8 % s e i over every night. There is another gi rl staying with 

them and she just has to have company, ^ary is not firm en ough in controlling 

the matter so that the girl now has the 14 year old girl go ing on all sorts 

of blind dates with lonesome ^isei. M a ry and her sister only got to wave good 

bye to % i k o . It was too bad because they came all the way down. 

Mariko did not make it either. Later she told us that Ali ce had 

told her that the train was not leaving until 10:30 and when  she got to 

the station the train was just pulling out. I remember Alice  distinctly saying 

that the train was leaving at 10:15 and I don't see how Mar iko got it mixed 

up. Mariko is famous for being slow for trains and then  rushing down at the 

last minute via taxi cab. Emiko just before she left said t hat she did not 

feel anything yet, but that she would when she got to camp . She was very 

casual about the trip. Emiko says that she is used to trave ling distances 
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now. It is a good thing that Alice is going along as it w ould be most 

difficult for ^miko to travel alone. She hasn't had enough experience at it 

yet. 

After they left, Mark wanted to go to a show. We went as we fe lt 

that ^ariko would be upset for missing the train. I wanted Be tte to carry on 

as normally as possible. For a moment she wondered if i t would be right 

to go to a show. I said that it was right for her to carry on 'and that she 

wasn't doing anything in distress. We saw Alan Ladd in "C hina" which had so- e 

grusome scenes of Jap soldiers racing Chinese girls. 

After the show we went to Mariko's. Sure enough she w as a little 

irritable. I knew that there would be disagreement over something so 

Bette and  1  left early. Mnriko made several belittling remarks abo ut Alice, 

but Mark did not say anything. I tried to lighten it up by j oking about 

Alice's former boy friends. Mark is easy going and good h earted. He said that 

he would try to get his furlough next week and then join A lice in camp for 

two weeks. I to d -̂ miko to stay the whole month if she care s to just so that 

she has somebody to come back on the train with. Mark said t hat if his 

furlough did not come until the end of the month, Alice wo uld stay in camp 

and he would join her for the first two weeks of Septe mber. He wants 

to see his.folks. We had to laugh at the way Alice doled o ut his money 

to him. Bette and I couldn't help but make some jokes about  it, but Mark 

did not mind. 

Mariko is taking a temporary job starting tomorrow at $20 .00 a week. 

After two w e k s she is getting an art job doing some sort of dr afting work 

at about $30,00 a week. There is a possibility that anothe r job prospect 

that she had w 1 1 1 be. held for Alice. It pays 130.00 a week also. Alice is 
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thinking of taking it because it is not a defense job. When A lice gets 

a job, she expects to have it forever. I told her that with h er recommenda-

tions and experience she should get a civil service job, but A lioe thinks that 

if she takes any job connected with national defense, she wi ll get fired 

that day the war is over. I told her that ^ r k may not want to live in 

Chicago after he gets out of the Army so that she sho uld plan on going where 

he wants to go. For this reason, there was no reason why sh e should not look 

for the best paying job. Alice should not worry about mo ney so much. 

Mariko mentioned bringing out the family again this aftern oon, but 

I told her that she should not be hasty in any plans. Even for next spring is 

too early, but did not say it. I don't know how she expect s to support them, 

I said that I had as much as I could handle right.now, and t hat living all 

together was just out of the question. I did not think that A lice should be 

asked to help anymore and I suggested that Mariko would on ly be typing her-

self down if she insisted that she would support them all b y herself. Mariko 

is very^ hazy about family resettlement. She said that she would support the 

family if she made up her mind soon that she wanted to b e an "old maid." 

I told her that this was silly even to mention because if she brough the 

family out with an attitude like that, it would be psycho logical1 bad for 

both her and the family. 

I told her quite frankly that very careful plans had to be made 

first and I could not see the way clear to bring them out no w. I said that 

we could probably make it and I could get dependent's all owance for them if J 
I were drafted?, but I could not support them by myself n ow and I did not 

think that Mariko should do the supporting as she has he lped out with the 

family for so many years. At the same time, I told her, I c ould not do 

anything right now. Mariko said that it was selfish in a way because she 
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did not think the camp and school were good for the kids. I re cognized 

that, but  1  told her that there were two aspects of this selfishness : "If 

the family came out now, that would mean that % i k o and Bet te would not have 

much chance going on to school as they would have to work . Therefore, the 

question is:  T For vwhom should we be selfish—Emiko and Bette or  T om and 

Miyako? I know that camp life,is bad'for the kids-but un der the circumstances 

I think that it will be better in the long run to give Emiko an d Bette 

their chance. Tom and Miyako are still young and they c an overcome the camp 

ahndicaps even if they stay another year or so. Besides Mom l ikes it in 

camp and she does not want to come out.  We should think in terms of the 

next few years and not the immediate solution. If it is s elfish to want Emiko 

and Bette to go to college, then I am being selfish about it . But in 

the long run, they will be in a better position if they  get a chance to get 

this education. Furthermore, I don't think that I will b e staying in 

Chicago forever. I have a funny idea that  1  want to go to New York. I 

would also like Bette to go to college there as they se em to have better 

schools than h^re. The only decent school I know of here is the U. of 

Chicago but it is rather expensive. Then I have an idea th at I may want to go 

on and do another year of graduate work. I just can't d o that right now, and I 

won't be able to do it ever if I assumed the responsibilit y for the whole 

family now.- Then again, I may go back to the U. Calif, aft er the war 

because of the Study. I h^ve sort of promised myself that I  am going to see 

Bette through college, and help Emiko also if she wants to g o and I can't 

do more than that right now. However, think it over careful ly and if you have 

a practical plan, I won 11 try to oppose it." 

Mariko said that it was a complicated problem and that she  had not 
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thought r.bout it from all angles. She is convinced now. tha t we can't, 

think of bringing the family out until next spring at th e earliest 

anyway. 

On the way home, Bette and  1  started to talk about the war 

and things in general. Bette said that if she and I hate the Japs 

so much, she can understand how the Caucasians feel. She said that 

when she sees the movies it brings the war home very close t o her. Bette 

said that she felt like the other Americans on this and not as  a Nisei. 

She did not think that the war pictures were too far o ff in the grusome-

ness even if some of them were propaganda. I told her that w ar is 

never pleasant and the present efforts to glorify it left  me cold. I 

considered it something that had to be gotten over wi th as soon as 

possible. Then I told her that the Japanese soldiers were not the only 

ones who raped since the emotions of all men in war  were  similar. I told 

her that there were many cases of rape by the America! sold iers during 

the last war. I said that the depiction of our enemies as rape rs was 

a propaganda method devised to make the public hate and f ear the enemy. 

But the important thing, I told Bette, was that we were out to crush 

a system which made slaves of all men. "So when I say I hate t he Japs, 

I don't mean that I think they are all rapers, but do thin k that they are 

the victim of circumstances and slaves of the Fascist syst em which blinds 

them to truths. I think that most of 'he common people of J apan don't 

want war any more than we do." Bette then, said that she did not c?.re for 

the Japs because they had a smug and overbearing way of a cting. Then 

we started to talk of the influence of religion on the war. B ette said 
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that she did not think that religions should take sides, a nd she was 

beginning to feel that religion often handicapped man by hiding truths from 

them. She did not think that the Pope should condemn the All ies if the 

Italians hid ammunition in the churches and built wa r fields nearby. Bette 

felt that it was not fair to hid under the protection of a God in this 

way. I told her that I did not believe in a personal god w ho took sides, 

but there were some philosophies of religion which were good r ules to 

live by without bringing in concepts of heaven or hell. Bett e said she 

is beginning to feel the same way as she did not think tha t there was a 

god who took sides in wars. Sometimes I think that I may be i nfluencing 

Bette too much. I have to be careful not to make a cynic out of her. 

Bette thought that she would like to get in government serv ice 

when she finished her training for nursing. She did not wan t to work 

only among the Japanese. She said that she does not miss th e ^isei at all 

as she is getting all kinds of friends now. She felt that s he would make 

many lifelong friends in college. Bette has a good head a nd a lot of 

common sense, plus good looks so that she should make qui te a success out 

of herself. She enjoys going to school very much and s he wants to go 

through college and have something to show afterwards. I feel that it is 

worthwhile helping her realize her ambitions. I think t hat %iiko will 

develop similarly after she gets started in college. She ha s not had any-

thing well worked out for her future so that it was easie r for her to drift 

along. Once she gets interested in school, I am sure that she will make 

good plans for her future and have something to work for. 

August 2, 1943 

Had a sort of pain in my back, a slight summer cold and a lazy 
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feeling so that I did  not'  go to the office today. I typed up some 

stuff at home, and took oare of a few things I have been trying t o do for 

quite a while. It was very hot* and humid again today, b ut it .started to ra 

about 4:00 p.m. 

Copy of Tom's letter to us which we got this morning: 

July 29, 1943 
Rivers,»Arizona 

Dear  u harley, ^miko and Bette, 

Pop passed away this evening at 8 o'clock (7/29/43). 

This morning I went to see how pop was and the nurse said 

that he was better so I came home. Later mom went and his fe ver was 

very high. 

The fever was caused by something in his (I don't know wh at 

its called so I'll say) balls in his veins. (Tom probably meant an 

embolism). 

He was tossing and turning so Mom went to get him some wa ter. 

Then she came back he was de^d. 

The doctor said he was dead but he looked like he was asle ep. 

Don't worry about mom. She is allright. 

Tom 

This evening I went over to see Mas Wakai (CH-206). It had cleared 

up a little so that ^ only wore a T shirt. Just before ^ got th ere 

it started to pour and it did not let up for hours. Mas loaned  me his rain 

coat to come home• ' 

Mas has a room in the Chicago Theological Seminary. I s moked up 

there and I am wondering if. that would be considered a sin . Mas did not 
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mind. He had cuite a bit to tell me so that I will have to go see him 

again some other time this week. I think I have caught a summer cold 

or hay fever or something. Everytime I sneeze I feel weak . Bette was still 

up studying when I got home. She has to finish a novel fo r her English 

class. (Research assistant appointment dated June 30, omi tted.) 

August 3, 1943 

It poured so much this morning that the water soaked right t hrough 

my raincoat. I just had it cleaned and it does not have an y of the water-

proof substance on it. Felt lousy all day long. Mas loanèd me some school 

school compositions by his eighth grade class last night s o I had Louise 

start to type them up. Ï felt that these essags were a good indication of 

the attitude of those young kids. It also shows the influ ence of the parents 

at Topaz. 

Besides feeling lousy, we were interrupted by several vi sitors 

today so that I did not get too much done. I had peculiar pains in my 

stomach so that.* decided not to go out on a call this ev ening. 

Dr. Blumer was in for a short time and Frank had him look over 

some of our cases. He is still with the OWI in Washingto n, but he will be 

back on the campus in October. We will have a typewriter pro blem then. 

I am getting very used to his standard typewriter. Frank feels that he 

will be able to o^fer us some valuable suggestions on thé study. 

Later on in the afternoon, Dr. M asaoka came in for a talk. Frank 

has an idea that all of the profs in the Sociology Depar tment direct any 

visiting Japanese scholar up to us and we have to spend o ur time talking to 

them. Ordinarily I would have enjoyed talking to Dr. Masa oka, but I was 

feeling miserable by then and I could not do any typing w hile he was 
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expounding his theories about the solution of the Japan ese problem. Due 

to the viewpoint he took, I felt that he was being too dogm atic in his 

statements. He said some things about camp in a voice of f inal authority 

and he has never been in a camp v.  r urther he does not know anything about 

the Pacific ^oast Japanese. All of his views were based on w hat he knew 

about the Hawaiian Japanese. I suspect that the circumsta nces in the environ-

ment of each group is very different. However, ^asoaka ha d some keen 

observations to make and he has a very good background  from which to base 

his conclusions, "ho am I to question it? But when he advoc ates a Japanese 

community, I don't agree that it is a necessity as he indic ated. 

Dr. Masaoka is an alien Japanese. He graduated from t he University 

of Hawaii where he came to know well some of the more prom inent sociologists. 

He did some graduate work at the University of Iowa and g ot his MA and his 

PhD. His dissertation is going to be published and it is on some aspect 

of the Japanese family in Hawaii. He has about nine artic les which he 

has written in various scientific publications. Mas aoka also attended 

the Imperial U n iversity in Tokyo for a while. He was offered a teach ing 

position in the University at Kobe but he turned it down at  the last 

moment. "Lucky for me that I did or else  1  would be a dead duck now." 

Most of his studies have been on the Japanese in Hawaii. 

Masaoka is about 35-38. He looks like a Filipino. Rather  short, 

with angular features. His hair is rather bushy. He smokes incessantly, 

possibly a sign of nervousness. He speaks like a machine gun and has no 

difficulty in finding things to say. He is very consci ous that he is a 

"Japanese" although he is opposed' to the present military c lique whioh 

controls Japan. Believes that there is a future there for  r ' ] isei scholars, 
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and that he will go there after the war. Masaoka is single. He said 

that somehow those things passed him by and now he is'pu tting all of his 

energy into being a scholar. I told Frank Slater that thi s fact may be 

one of the strongest reasons why he advocates a Little T okyo. I don't 

think he has given up hope yet. 

Although he speaks and writes as well as reads Japanese w ell, he 

feels that his alien status is a great handicap. He would like to get in 

the Army himself as he believes that he has something wo rth fighting for. 

At the present time, he teaohes Sociology at Pish Univers ity which seems 

to have one of the top notch departments among the univ ersities in this 

country. Dr. Charles Johnson is the head of it. T h e negroes are vitally 

interested in race problems. For the next five weeks,  Masaoka will be at 

the University where he will be making some study of th e Post war problems 

of the Orient with Dr. Johnson. He is also very much interes ted in the re-

location program and he has made contacts to speak to re presentatives of the 

IRA and other agencies. I hope that he does not put any b ugs in their ears 

about the desireability of a % s e i society. 

The first thing he said when he came in was that it was si lly 

for the government to advocate a policy of all out disperm ent. He said that 

it was an impossible thing to do and that it was in direct con tradiction 

to all known theory. I did not want to argue with such an ill ustrious person 

so that I politely disagreed. But I was not in the mood to condu ct a debate 

so that he just rambled on and I only raised mild questio ns here and there. 

Tom seems to agree with him more as it fell into some of his theories about 

family and personal disorganization. 
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Masaoka wanted to know who would marry the Nisei if they  were ' 

to all disperse out. I said that assimilation was not ent irely a matter 

of intermarriage and I did not see any reason why a well a djusted married 

oouple could not become assimilated. Masaoka replied t hat the question 

would then be: Who would marry the third generation? Masa oka believes 

that the present policy of dispersal is going to end disa strously with 

many of the Nisei become disorganized in their personalit ies. He added 

that if the y were scattered out, there would not be any more need for a 

professional Nisei group since they would not have a practi ce. Frank and 

I thought that this was not necessarily true, but  Masaoka is convinced. 

He realizes that ten more years from now most of the Isse i will be dead, 

but a Japanese community is needed to keep the Nisei from ge tting neurotic. 

He said, "I believe that a little Tokyo is absolutely ne cessary for the 

Nisei personality development. Otherwise they will end up a lot of broken 

souls. The way things are going now, the Nisei is becoming a highly 

mobile floating popul°tion with no roots in any communit y. This will in-

evitably end up in individual disorganization. 

"If we have a Japanese community, that will be avoided. It will 

still carry on the Americanization process and also give s ome social founda 

tion to the ^isei. In the long run they will come out with str onger 

characters. It is impossible for the ^isei to overcome the present social 

barriers. What they should do is to allign themselves mo re with the 

other minority groups, especially the negro since there a re so many common 

problems. But the ^isei are too prejudiced; they want to i dentify them-

selves with the majority so that they try to stop over othe r minorities 

which have similar problems. They will never be strong until they and the 

other minorities unite and become a pressure group. 
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"If there is no little Tokyo, the Nisei cause is hopeles s. 

They will be at the mercy of everyone if they try to go out  on their 

own. They will develop a 'Hobo 1 mentality, No roots in anything, despised 

and kicked around. This is a sad future to look forward to. 

/ 

"At the same time, a lot of the fault is due to the Issei. T heir 

mode of thinking has changed. Now they don't worry enough a bout the future 

of the Nisei but they only worry about whether the Nise i will be able 

to take dare of them, will they get ,security, who will l ook after them 

in old age. They have become more of a symbol of Japan wher eas the ^isei 

stands for American. This has resulted in a great deal o f conflict and 

the concept of family is breaking down. In time this will 'become crystall-

ized. All this shows that there has been a radical shift i n the point of 

orientation on the part of the Issei. 

"The only chance for avoiding a complete and hopeless brea kdown 

is to get them into more normal Japanese communities." 

I raised the point that a "apanese community now would not b e the 

thing to have, and furthermore what did he expect the ec onomic base of 

such a community to be. Just because they existed in th e past does not 

necessarily mean that they have to exist in the future. Right now is not 

the time to have segregation even though we know that it is going to happen. 

Frank agreed with this point of view. Tom said that eit her way we looked 

at it we may as well be practical and recognize that most of the people 

will still be in camps after the war. We all agreed on tha t and predicted 

that the camps would have anywhere from 50,000 to 70,000 le ft in them at 

the end of the war. 

Tom and Masaoka believed that there would be a greater degr ee of 

personality disorganization than Frank and I did. Fraftk s aid that these 
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individuals would not be socially isolated since they wou ld look up 

other Nisei in the area and that adjustments could be m ade without having 

a physical Japanese community. I went even further and said that a 

human being is capable of making all sorts of adjustme nts, and that 

American life itself was in the process of disorganizati on yet it was not 

necessarily true that the personality disorganization b ecame a landslide 

although the weakest did tend to suffer. We all conclud ed that it was a 

very interesting set of problems which we would get a lo t of data on, but* 

it would not be possible to advance any definite conclus ions yet. I felt 

that many of the problems attributed to evacuation really h ad its roots 

in the post war Japanese community. 

Masaoka said that it was dangerous for the military to :  get control 

of the government. "In Japan the military got into power a nd I would willing-

ly help to overthrow them. In the U.S., business becam e the goal of all 

because it offered high returns, but in Japan the milit ary services hold 

the most prestige and it pays about four times anything el se. Tith this 

attraction, it is constantly draining off the best brai ns which could be 

used to more constructive purposes in other fields which ar e creative and 

not destructive. A standing army is a good thing to have aro und, but so is 

the police in our town. But it gets dangerous when the po lice takes 

over the town doesn't it? That is what happens when the m ilitary takes 

over the government. The little fellow no longer has a ch ange." 

Received a card from Emiko saying that it was very hot, but they 

expected to reach their destination today. She was very em barrassed when 

Alice plucked a bedbug off of her dress. Tsk, ,tski 

c— 
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Also got a letter from the social service division of th e church federation 

in this city. They said that they had heard about our hous ing difficulties 

and offered their help. Eventually we may need it. Bette  went upstairs 

late this afternoon because she had to do some referen ce work at the 

school library. She said that she may not finish all of th e work, but would 

do it after dinner if necessary. Mrs. B. got all excited and she thought 

that Bette said she was quitting the job. She said that we  would have to 

move out and then she started complaining that the slai rs were dirty and not 

done. Bette told h r that she had worked almost three hour s yesterday 

doing the bathrooms and that she was going to do the sta irway today. Mrs. 

B. then cooled down and she got nice. After dinner she bro ught back my 

book and acted very nice to me. She is neurotic at times. Since five 

this morning she has been cleaning out the stuff stored i n one of the  . 

empty bedrooms to prepare it for her husband and her son w ho are coming 

in next week from their defense jobs in Michigan. Mrs. B . is firmly con-

vinced now that if Bette quits the job, we lose our room. She has completely 

forgotten that originally we started to rent the room and t hat exchanging 

the work in lieu of the resnt was a later development. Th is is going to 

cause a crisis later and it leaves us with an unsettled fee ling. I told 

Bette not to let her impose on her too much but just do her work w ell. Mrs. 

B. knows that she has us on a spot so that she tries to get extra work out 

of Bette. ^t Ts a pretty rotten trick, and quite a strain on Bette. I to ld 

her not to worry even if she tells us to move because I thou ght we would 

have some recourse. I have already told Mrs. B. that "my lawy er" told me 

that I was fully protected. This may hold her for a whi le. She is a funny 

duck; she wants to get a lot of work out of Bette by ho lding the threat 
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of eviction over her, while at the same time she wants t o get us out because 

of fear that "Japs" in her apartment may hurt her house. She always is 

telling us about the high class people in the building,  and generously 

includes us in the charmed circle when she is feeling good . I have seen 

some of the tenants and they look pretty ordinary to me. R ice and his 

wife have moved out. He left me holding the sack with an unp aid $2.00 

loan which he never did repay. The police took him out fo r disorderly 

conduct and beating his wife. -W-is wife divorced him. In  their room, we 

have an Oakie family. Mrs. Oakie goes around the house wit hout any shoes 

on and the whole family talk very funny. Their speech is ful l of the hill 

billy corn. They came up to the big city on defense jobs. The y are not 

bad people, There was anothe woman on our floor. She ha d a fifteen year 

old daughter who ran around with sailors. This family mo ved out recently. 

Then there are some families with a lot of brats. They sm ell like Oakies 

to me. They don't dress very well, but then, most ^hicagoa ns don't so 

that I can*t be prejudiced. 

Saw an item in the paper about Kay -̂ seri. She left Gila a few 

months ago to work for the W A in Washington, but was lat er transferred 

to the New •'•ork office. Kay was Miura's secretary, but she  used to do some 

typing for me in the welfare department. She used to wo rk for the 

Oakland Civil Service before evacuation. 

The other day K a y walked into the Chinese Blood Bank and gave 

a pint of her blood for the fighting soldiers of Free China.  She was 

quoted as sayings "I want the Allies, including China, to win, just as 

any American does. Most of us Japanese Americans were as shocked as anyone 
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by the attack on Pearl Harbor. This is not a war between nations nor 

races, but man's fight to live a decent life regardless of  race, creed or 

color 

Wednesday, August 4, 1943 

Typed most of the day at the office. Did not see anybody . Very 

uneventful day. This evening Bette and I went to the movi es. 

Jack is studying to be a doctor so that he sent a very scienti fic 

letter. Bette wondered if it was necessary for him to be s o hard boiled 

about the whole thing even if he was going to be a doctor. She said that 

he was not giving the human element enough of a place of im portance. 

Emiko and Alice are in Gila by now. We have received seve ral 

postcards telling the progress of their trip. Emiko sa ys that it is very 

hot and that she is not getting to sleep all the way. 

Copy of  J ack's letter: 
August 2, 1943 

, - Madison, New Jersey 

Dear Chas: 

Thanks for your letter letting me know just what has bee n trans-

piring with the family. I received Alice's, or somebody' s telegram, but I 

didn't get the name because the message came in by phon e. At any rate 

I got the impression that Alice was on her way already. I'm e nclosing 

a letter for her with this one. Will you give it to her if she is in 

town. If she has already left, will you forward it to h er. By the way, 

where is Mariko? I though she was in Chicago once again. I am glad to 

hear that the family is taking pop's death ratherly calmly because after a 

if one realized that death is not really tragic nor disastr ous but a 
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natural process of nature, it is nothing to be grief st ricken about. 

Of course, we regret it when those near to us pass away , but we might 

as well be realistic about it. Explain to the girls sin ce they are 

more inclined to^be emotionally disturbed, especially M ariko who is 

talways sympathetic and conscientious. This all may sound quite cold hearted 

and appear as a hard philosophy, but death is one of the nat ural functions 

of the biological cycle of life. All living matter from t he tiniest 

cell to the complicated forms behave in the same pattern. Fur thermore, 

I'm sure that pop would not want his children to mourn unn ecessarily. 

Instead, as a tribute to him, tell the kids to be good to each o ther and 

love one another. I'm sure that he would always want it that way. Also 
.  t 

tell them to be tolerant of each others fau Its  i s well as being thoughtful 

in their actions. Let the memories of him serve to remi nd you to be con-

siderate. This isn't necessary to mention, but the kid s may be sorry for 

the times they were inconsiderate to pop, but let it no t make them sorrow-

ful. They can more than compensate for it by being good to one another. 

If they would sometimes think of the advice and wisdo m of him and if he 

could see us in our wordly practices, I'm sure he would  be able to rest 

in peace to know tha.t he had done a job well in raising such a fine family 

and that he had not left this earth in vain. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jack. 

Furthermore, ther^is essentially no such a thing as death.  Rather 
» 

it is a convenient way of expressing a particular phase of nature. We are 

but elements of the world and at some time or other we must return the 

elements so that other life may continue. This is conve niently done in ' 

what we call death. Unfortunately society has inflated h is ego in thinking 
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that he is something special and has conditioned himself into sorrow after 

one is deceased. Some find consolation in convincing him self with the idea 

of the existence of a soul. In spite of this, he still- to rtures himself 

in mourning. Others make it a t i e of festivity and celeb ration that the 

person was fortunate enough to leave this miserable wor ld by passing 

away. I look upon it from a biological standpoint and I pass  it on to you. 

Forgive me if it is untimely and totally unnecessary. I o nly mentioned all 

this so that the kids could see life as it exists. Just i n case there is 

a chance of miserable maladjustment due to emotional inst ability, although 

I am quite sure that there is no danger of this. 

Jack. 

August 5, 1943 

For over a month now  1  have been patient-waiting for the boy to deliver 

"kke Chicago Sun to us. He brings it to everybody but us. Ye sterday, I 

phoned up the paper and told them that  1  was not going to pay for the subscrip-

tion unless I started to get the paper delivered to me ri ght away. The man 

promised that it would be delivered this morning, but it d id not come. I 

don't know what happens to the paper unless somebody i n the building 

is stealing it. I wasted half of the morning but the bo y did not show up. 

Fortunately, my Time Magazine arrived so ;that I had somet hing to read. I 

had resolved to get to the office early th~ s morning, but  I overslept again. 

I didn't even hear Bette get up and leave. 

I didn't have too much to do at the office since I had compl eted 

writing up my notes on my last case and I can't finish it unti l I go for another 

interview tomorrow morning. It is getting harder to con tact these Nisei, j 
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don't know what they do with their spare time, but they ar e never home. 

I was going to go out tonight on a new ease, but Tom said tha t Geo. Yasukoch 

was going to speak before a ^egro group tonight so he sug gested that we go 

along to lend him moral support. I am waiting now for Tom t o oome baok so 

that he can tell me where the meeting is going to be held an d how to get 

there. 

Frank has been rushing around today trying to decide whet her 

he is going out to Tule or not. Dorothy telegramed that  she had seen 

Myer and the flRA has given approval to open up the Tule files  to the 

Study. Frank feels that there is a mass of data there and he would like 

to go through it and select the useful material for the st udy before 

the place is turned over to the Army. He is not sure that the  Army will 

take over after the segregation program is completed, but he thinks that 

the TEA will revise its files since so many of the loyal ones will be 

leaving. Frank is not sure whether it will be worth a ll that expense to 

go out there for several weeks. «6 has his problems about lea ving Michi 

behind while he is gone. Tom can't go because he is invo lved in several 

courses here in the University. I told Frank that he should make the trip 

if possible. He will make a final decision by tonight,,I sup pose. 

Heard some funny news today. Geo. Yasukochi told Tom that Ea rl 

avoided us while he was in town because he did not want to see any of 

the B.C. Study group. I suppose he feels that he has lost f ace. The 

Hew Yusa ambition is to go into religious work. Earl is down in some 

religious seminar' in Southern Indiana now studying to be a missionary 

to go to AfricaS Maybe he is not so dumb at that. He should b e the 
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smartest guy among all of those savages in Africa. Then WI hears of 

this news I bet he will laugh so much that he will throw h is ribs out 

of place again. 

Earl^ has had more different ambitions than any person  that I have 

known and most of the ones he has picked out have been above his ability 

to scale, so it seems. First he started out to be a crimino logists, then 

he changed to a sociologist until he flunked out of colleg e. Before 

evacuation he was getting, along well as a chauffeur, then he got married to 

that Mimi arid she boosted his goals up to the sky again . He went back to 

Sociology and bought a lot of books to study. Then he got on t he study 

to do research. He could not get over his inhibitions or something so 

he was dropped. Then he decided to be a YMCA recreation al leader, then a 

teacher. % e n the registration came, he decided to go to  a CO camp and 

train to be an ambulance driver. But Mimi thought this was beneath him 

so she forced his goals up again, ^e decided to be a mi nister, even though 

he did not believe particularly in religion. Now he is going to be a 

missionary of all things. If he keeps trying out differen t things, he should 

find out where he is'going to fit in life. I suppose it is difficult f or a 

Nisei to make a definite decision on a career, but I think th at Earl 

picks out the impossible things and then dreams about it. 

I went down to renew the typewriter rent and the Univers ity book-

store informed me that it was the government order to rais e the rental 

rate from $7.50 a month to $8.75. They will let me hav e a new typewriter 

ribbon in the deal so that it is not too bad. 

Miss  Green dropped up for a short talk again.' She said that she was 

going back to U.C. soon to teach in the second half of the summer session in 

the Social Welfare department. The new plan is to cut out the  certificate 
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and only give out MA's. This should raise the prestige of the depart-

ment somewhat. 

Miss Green asked me again if  1  was planning to take up additional 

courses in the department here. I could not ive a definite an swer 

because  1  am not sure myself. I can't see my way clear to go into gra duate 

work on a full time scale yet. Doing it part time may work out, but I 

feel that I hare to justify myself to the study first. I h ave only written 

up »bout six cases thus far, and a report on the Gila Jack, pl us a few 

books on my journal. That is not much to show "or almost four  months in 

Chicago even though I was not able to do anything during the f irst month 

and a halfO^ 

I was thinking this morning while loafing in bed about res ettlement 

for the family, but I could not see how it could be done f or awhile yet. 

I iust can't assume any more responsibility now as it take s practically 

my whole income to take care of B miko and Bette and both of them will 

be'in school next fall. sent Alice a letter last night t elling her not 

to be too hasty, but to sound out mom. I would like to get the yo ung kids 

out, but we have to be practical about this thing. I don't wan t Mariko 

to assume the responsibility now as it is not fair to her and it w ill 

definitely tie her hands as far as future plans are conc erned. Alice 

would be willing to help out, but she is married now and s he has to think 

of her own future plans. *oth are anxious to bring the fam ily out without 

having considered all possibilities, but in the final ana lysis that would 

mean that it would be up to me. I don't want to be selfish  about it, 

but I don't think that I can do more than what I am doing no w. My future 
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plans are so indefinite anyway and I don't feel that I wi ll be staying 

in Chicago permanently. I asked Alice not to make any pl ans in camp 

until I was sure of my draft status. I will do almost anything to keep 

Emiko and Bette in school and I don't want their future je opardized right 

now. They will have plenty.of time later to assume the respo nsibility. 

August 6, 1943 

It was a good thing that I left the apartment last night to go 

'to hear George talk before the Negro group as % s . B. came d own to fumigate 
A , 

again right after dinner. The last time she did it, we got rid of most 

of the bugs. She was spraying some pretty powerful stuf f  r̂  ound the room. 

Just before I left she discovered some bedbug eggs on my W A cot. Now I. 

suppose she will believe that we were the one who brought t he bugs in. 

Mrs. B. was in a rare mood this evening, and most anxious to please. I 

loaned her some more books to read in order to cement our rel ationships 
/ o W V t ^  3 0 3 7 

further. N h e said that her son was going away to the Army n ext week. 

Bette had some tests schedules for today so that she w anted to do 

some studying last night. She was delayed for a while by the fumigating. 

She has' so many things that she wants to get done that it  is,  getting to 

be a problem for her. After school lets out next week, she w ill have more 

time. She has about three weeks washing to catch up on, an d a big bundle 

of her things to iron. It will be a good thing when the sem ester is over 

as she can get some rest. We have been so busy that we hav e not even called 

up Mariko to  see how she is getting along. Bette and I were talking at 

dinner time and she said that although she feels more ma ture than Nisei 

girls of-her age, she does not fee 1 the same way among the Caucasian girls 

she knows at school. She said that they acted much older f or their age. 
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"They all smoke and have beenaround a lot. Maybe it is becau se they are 

bigger in size. I don't think that they are any smarter, but  they do act 

more sophisticated. Some of them talk -bout going with o lder men very 

casually. I couldn't imagine myself going steady with  .a  man. The young 

kids are more my level. Some of the girls even drink very naturally as 

if they were veterans. From this point o^ view they are older than I am. 

I don't .feel inferior, but  1  just noticed the contrast. I think that 

most of the Nisei girls my a?e are young babies compared to these Caucasian 

girls." 

I was a little worried for a while that I would have a probl em on my 

hands with only Bette here as I thought that she would get  lonesome when I 

went out to make my evening calls. It has not worked out tha t way. Bette has 

so many things to keep busy all evening that she neve^ gets to bed 

before 1 : 00. I think that she should get -ore sleep.  1  have a guilty 

conscience because I am more inclined to be lazy. 

Tom was supposed to have met me at the church to hear Ge orge's 

talk, but he never did show up. I waited around in front fo r a half 

hour until George came and then we went inside to talk to t he minister. 

I found out from Frank this morning that Tom got lost. He got on the L 

and he mixed up his stations. This got him mad so that he  rode all the 

way out to Evanston and then came home. 

As I was waiting out in front a couple of Negro boys came by . 

They were very curious to see an  u riental face in an area where all 

the faces are black so that they asked me if I were a Chin ese man. Some 

of the older N egr0 .fellows acted very friendly as they walked by, several 

of them saving " 1fr hatcha say, Buddy" or similar greetings. Tom as a littl e 
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apprehensive about goirg into the heart of the Negro area on account • 

of the recent racial tensions in Harlem where five Negro es were killed and 

a number injured in the riots. I told him that there w as nothing to fear. 

The Plymouth Baptist Church is one of the largest in the Negr o 

district. There are 12,000 in its congregation of which ab out one-fourth 

attend regularly. Rev. Colston appears to be quite a fig ure in the Négro 

world. He said that in some convention which is going to b e held in 

September, he would introduce Wilkie, Governor Green a nd ^ayor Kelly at 

the  lJ hicago Statium. The Baptist Church has about 4 million mem bers 

among the Negroes in this country. Rev. Holston said that i n Chicago 

there was quite a competition with the Catholic church fo r membership be-

cause the Catholic could offer much more in the way of rec reation for*the 

young people. The Pilgrim Baptist work through the Y's and  it has a 1 out 

70 organizations of various types right in the church, mostly social. One 

of the newest words  1  have heard is the term that they use to get acquainted 

after the regular meetings. They say "come on, let's soci alize." 

The Negro people are great church goers and Rev. Holston is a 

Shepherd to his flock. While we were sitting in his offi ce several people 

came to him with their problems. One of the problems wit h which he is 

greatly concerned is the single girl who has come into the district with 

a defense or civil service job« He is greatly concerned o ver these girls, 

taking personality responsibility to see that they make  friends and do 

not go astray. This is quite a.different thing from the co mmon belief 

tha all Negroes are sexually promiscuous. 

Rev. Holston said that the ^egro community has a strong  in-group 
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feeling and they take care of their own as much as possibl e. He was 

very concerned with the growing juvenile delinquency, a rate which is 

already higher than the rest of the city at large. He has been expanding 

the Church program in order to bring the young people i n. His son who 

is a college graduate of some Methodist college in the Midwest assists 

him chiefly in these problems. The church is financed entirely from the 

contributions of its congregation. They have a tithing system and about a 

thousand of its members regularly give one-tenth of thei r earnings to the 

church. That is a lot to give since most of the members are ordinary 

workers whose economic opportunities never have been grea t. In the church 

there is a fine drawing of the River Jorden. Under it t here is some 

sort of a baptism tub. '¿'he reverend invited me to come so me day to watch 

him baptize about 50 or 60 people. They believe in complet e immersion. 

It would be quite a sight to watch at that. I told him th at I was a 

heathen and not used to such civilized horrors. 

We sat in the office with the reverend for about half an ho ur 

before the meeting started. George and I asked him a littl e about the Negro 

problems. I was surprised to hear his views. The Reverend calmly 

accepts conditions as they are and he feels that nothing can be done about 

it. In. time these misunderstandings will be swept away, b ut in the 

meanwhile the best should be made of things as they are, the reverend 

said. I did not agree with this view. There must be a split among the 

Negro on the best course to follow. One group believes in establishing 

a Negro society within the framework of the larger Amer ican society, 

while a more aggressive group feels that it should become a definite part 

of the greater society.' If the reverend were a. Japan ese, I would be 
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opposed to him because he believes in the segregated un it. I suppose 

it is different with the  a egro because of the past traditions and history 

of the group. It is an immeasurably harder task for the m to assimilate 

^ ^ i C a f f e r y embarrassed because I had to sit up on the p ulpit with 

George before the audience of several hundred tegroes.  I had dressed 

casually for the event and I was self conscious because I did not have 

audience. Afterwards we met -her. She is a Germ ^ew refugee.  She fled 

to this country, alone escaping the persecutions in Germ any. Her parents 

a r  -  s till in Hitlerland. This girl was a Baptist and not of the J ewish 

faith. She joined the caucasian Baptist church here. On e Sunday several 

months ago, she was asked to speak before the Pilgrim gro up. The church 

is sponsoring a number of inter-racial talks and Geo. was there to speak 

on the Japanese as one of the series. The Jewish girl was i nvited to the 

Church after her speech. She got friendly with a young negro'girl who 

came here from a Washington civil service job and this Jew ish girl has 

been going, to the Plymouth church ever since. The Revere nd sort of shows 

her off- to illustrate how the black and white can me et on common ground 

and they show the Jewish girl off as if she were some kind of an animal 

The audience was very attentive to George's talk.^The only 

trouble was-that he did not speak loud enough for those in t he back to 

hear. He gave an excellent  "a  Ik which was most favorably received^ I 

one woman crying when Geo^ started to describe the horse stalls of the 

Assembly centers. The audience was definitely sympathet ic. It was an 

than the Nisei. 

a tie on. I kept my topcoat on! iere was one cucasian girl in the 
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intelligent -roup since they were all the leaders of .th e various clubs 

in the Church. Mo questions were asked afterwards becau se the reverend 

said that we would be there all night if he allowed it. As w e left the 

place all of the Negroes wanted to shake our hands. The wa y they gazed 

on us in admiration I felt like some visiting foreign dig nity. The 

reverend asked us to come to the services and invited us to become a 

member o^ the congregation- if we cared to. He said that ev en a heathen 

of O r i en tal extraction could be made into a Baptist of the black r ace since 

we were all the same in God 1 s  eyes.  Vfe enjoyed talking to them and meet-

ing thfi motile verv much. 

so that we started out. He walked me all the way home. 1  only did it 

for science as I wanted to get his opinions on various thing s. George is 
> » / 

a graduate of the University of California. \His uncle ow ned one of the 

biggest laundries in S.F. One of his in-laws is the Rev. Tsukamoto of 

S.F. Another uncle is a world war veteran. Geo> did one year of graduate s \ 

work at U.C. in Public Administration. 

< In appearance, George is slight, about 5'5". He has fairl y 

sharp features, sometimes it looks like a.gaze of hunge r. He is a 

solemn sort of person, inclined to be a little taciturn . George is one 

of the most intellectual of the Nisei group. He used to be v ery prominent 

in the  J ap.?nese student club. He labels himself as a conservativ e. Be i s 

extremely liberal in his political beliefs, but may be' more conservative 

in other things. George was one of the advocates of the Nisei g etting 

away from a close clique and branhhing out on the campus. However, he felt 

orge said that he wanted-to walk through the Negro dist rict 

\  

that a student club was necessary 
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George escaped evacuation by going to a cooperative scho ol in 

Rochdale, New  x ork. Bessie came out of Tanforan to marry him. She is 

an ultra conservative, the goody good;,>• church kind who likes the whife 

man to be her protector and "angel." Jom believes that sh e is the cause 

of George becoming complacent and losing his sharpness , He still is 

plenty sharp, but Bessie does not care too much for thing s intellectual. 

George ha? been in the cooperative here for a year and he is now one of 

-'-he office managers. , 

^ He does not particularly care for Chicago. He thinks tha t the city 

is too dirty. Since he has been here,, he has settled dow n to a "middle 

class" existance. Marriage has deprived him of some of h is former keeness. 

He doesn't bleed for the "cause" so much as he used to. He  is inclined 

to be a little self conscious but he has a lot of poise on the speaking 

platform. George used to be quite a cynic, a little sour o n life because 

of the lack of economic opportunities for the Nisei, but he s^ems to be 

fairly well contented now. He wrote a paper on "Vocation al adjustments 

of the Nisei U.C. Graduates" about the time that I did m y study on S.F. 

I didn't see much of him on the campus. Tom and  1  have some hunches his 

married life is not entirely satisfactory. Bessie does n't particularly care 

for intellectual subjects. She would rather talk about dre sses and people. 

Consequently he has been going more in her circles. He k nows H ay akawa 

quite well, and George said that ^ayakawa had an offer to wr ite a book 

on the evacuation. The publisher feels that.it could sell b ecause of his 

reputation as the author of "Language in Action," whic h was a book of the 

month selection some months back. At present  H ayakawa is teaching is 

teaching at the Illinois Institute of Technology. He is a Canadian Nisei, 
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but has never lived much among the «Japanese. He has a talen ted Caucasian 

wife according to George. 

George says that lately he has been thinking of doing so me writing. 

He has a good background for it, if only Bessie would leav e him alone. She 

is like another Mimi. At one time she was even engaged to Earl. 

Geroge believes in having a Japanese community. "Some o f these 

Nisei are more of Japan than they are of this country and they could not 

possibly make the adjustment. I realize that there is a d anger of forming 

a transitional group because you would have them stoppin g there. But I 

think that it is better to have it controlled than let it .d evelop at random. 

They are going to get together anyway. would like to s ee a group get 

together for discussions. There is nothing wrong in that.  .  It is much too 

hard for the ^ Tisei to spread out.'  T hev can do it in small towns like they 

could in small colleges; but when it comes to a large city a nd a large 

university, it is a different question. 

"When I first came to Chicago, there was a strong attempt to get 

the Nisei organized, but in general, the whole thing was a fiz zle. How 

that there is a large -roup here, I suppose, it will be more d ifficult and 

maybe it is better off that there is no Nisei society. M ost of the 

fesettlers here are single people and there is no backgro und of community 

organization among them. They have been too used to havi ng somebody else 

do it for him. 

"I used to go down to the Japanese church to see the newc omers, but 

don't go down so much anymore. 

"Sometimes when I think of the future of the Nisei, I thi nk that 

it is a sad case. In spite of the impact of the evacuatio n, most of them 
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have not awakened up yet. They are still in their Ivory To wers and 

escaping by looking for fun. The only time they think is w hen they are 

out of a job, but they do nothing about creating a good pu blic opinion. 

In this respect, they are very selfish. They have no idea of what they 

will do in the nature. It is a difficult question, beca use I don't think 

that more than 50,000 will be out of the camps before the war is over. 

"For the older folks there is not much of a chance. They ar e old 

and many will be dying off soon. Look at all of the old me n who were 

formerly migratory laborers. They are past their prime an d they have nothing 

to look forward to. They might as well stay in the camps. 

"Figures are deceptive. Actually the process of resettl ement 

has been going along very slowly. The  ?!RA  announces that 17,000 have been 

released. You have to subtract about 6,000 of these who are out on short 

term leaves doing farm work. I think they will all go back  to the camps 

for their winter layoff. On top of that, you have well ove r 1,000 in the 

Army. <?hat are they going to .do when they are released? T hey haven't 

anything to go back to in California either. Then you ha ve 1,000 students 

who are going to have a tough time getting satisfactory jo bs when they 

graduate. And many of the- jobs that the Nisei have now are war jobs and 

they stand a good chance of being unemployed after the war i s over. 

You would think that the Nisei would ponder"these problems  and that it 

would give them some'cause for future concern, but they d o not even seem 

to think ^bout it. 

"For any sort 6f permanent resettlement the Nisei will h ave to get 

a more stable type of job, something that has more permane ncy to it. 

They have a stigma on them now and  i.  think it will be much worse after the 
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.11 be in need of jobs and the Nil war. The returning soldiers 

will be released to make way for them. Recently there has been a lot of 

public education about the Japanese problem in this count ry, but all of 

the soldiers will have to be educated again since they don' t hear about 

these internal problems. The are too concerned with t he winning of the war 

It will be these groups who can easily be aroused against  the Japanese. 

"Think of the Japanese who are going to be put in the s egregation 

camp. Therfe" will be many heartbreaks to that as the yo ung children do not 

have much of a chance to make a decision. These people are not all 

going to be deported after the war. They will have to be f it back into 

the American life in some way. They will carry a double stigma because 

they were in a disloyal camp. It is pretty difficult to fi nd out who 

the disloyal are. From what I know, I don't think that the  questions, in the 

registration questionaire will prove anything. With the public opinion so 

hard I think that it is inevitable that Japanese communit ies will start 

again. The will have to go there for self protection." 

George. Yasukochi Speech at Plymouth Baptist Church, Aug ust 5, 1943 

"At the outset, I should like to say that 1 came here toni ght 

as an .American to speak to a group of Americans. We must  not lose sight 

of this ever, as we fliscuss problems which face people who b ecause of their 

obvious physical or cultural characteristics are set apa rt as a visible 

group. The negro problem, the polish problem, the Japanes e problem, the 

Mexican problem—they are all American problems. Each of th em is marked 

by definite similarities in its structure, in the manner i n which it 

springs up ^nd makes itself evident; and in its solution- -a solution that is 
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more than a lull between strife and unrest. In saying this  1  make an assump-

tion, perhaps, but  1  hope not, a presumptuous one, that all of us here are 

believers in the democratic ideals of equal civil right s, equality of 

opportunity, and human freedom.. .for all, without rega rd to class creed, race 

or color. And if we are all such believers we are as anxiou s in the preser-

vation of democratic blessings and abundance not only fo r ourselves, our 

own racial group, our own little community, our own ecp nomic class; but, 

for all Americans—and for that matter, for all the peoples of the world. 

We would be anxious to see that negroes receive just treat ment, that 

labor is not trampled upon, that Catholics are allowed fre e speech--not 

merely because we as another group may otherwise be the ne xt victim of 

undemocratic and fascist attack, but because we believ e in democracy, and 
> 

we do not have democarcy where any individual or group is o ppressed and 

sat upon because of minority characteristics or minori ty beliefs. As soon 

as tolerance is restricted beyond, the limits of ordinar y criminality, as 

the great majority o p us have accepted it, democracy faces an ingrowing 

decay which can easily threaten the whole structure. 

That ends my introduction which I did not mean especially as a 

sermon, but rather as a few words which will help you bette r to interpret 

the story of the Americans of Japanese ancestry into whic h I shall now 

delve. The story, one might say, dramatically unfolded on Dec. 7, 1941 

with the devastating bomb,shells of the.Nipponese warp lanes exploding a sleeping 

American navy at Pearl H arbor into fighting action. The story however, has 

begun Ion? 1 before that rude shock. It began in the late 19th centur y 

sometime after Commodore Perry's American dreadnoughts ha d, a little less 

rudely, terminated the self imposed isolation of the isl and Empire, just about 
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the time the West was rapidly expanding from a rough fron tier into a 

rich mining, lumber, farming and commercial region. Th e need for cheap 

labor and the desire of people in the crowded and economi cally backward 

countries of the Far East to seek greener pastures combin ed to cause an influx 

of immigrants. The Chinese came first, and after numbero us agitations, inclu-

ding l.Vnchings and the like, the flow was stopped in 1881. It continued 

then with the Japanese, who at first had only been brought  into the sugar 

plantations of Hawaii. Again the same agitation by rabble  rousers and labor 

groups who feared the competition of these brown skinned Orientals who 

threatened their standard of livingj thus the Gentlemen's A greement was 

concluded in 1906 whereby the Japanese government agree d to restrict immigra-

tion, stopping the immigration of all unskilled laborers . It took ^res. 

Teddy ^oosevelt to correct the shameful attempts at the segregation of 

the Japanese children in the SF schools. Fortunately for the Japanese 

they had a growing world power behind themj they could not be treated 

quite as shabily as the Chinese or the Negroes. 

"The Japanese farmers progressed rapidly on the Calif, fa rms by dint 

of their hard labor, thrifty ways and resourceful fsrn rng methods; from the 

Okie sort of farmhands, they gradually began to lease la nd and even own farmsj 

some of the most undesirable soil of California was transf ormed into rich 

agrarian fields, especially the Stockton area. The white farmers responded by 

pushing through several anti-alien ladd laws in 1912 and 1914, whereby aliens 

ineligible for citizenship, that meant non-white aliens , could not own 

or lease land. The war boom, however, with the accompany ing shortage of manpower 

threw the law into obsecurity a few years later, and it was n ever strictly 

enforced. There were other ways of evading the restricti ons, for aliens 

bought land in the name of their sons. 
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The immigration of the Japanese came to an abrupt halt w ith the 

Exclusion Act of 1924, by which time the population of those o f Japanese 

ancestry in continental U.S. was about 115,000; in Hawai i, 130,000. These 

people, because of hostile white attitudes, beoause of c ommon interests 

and strong racial bonds, because of the necessity of bandi ng together for 

economic security and opportunity, formed Various commu nities in towns 

and cities along the Pacific Coast, as well as dominatin g some of the 

agricultural areas. Their economic level was not very high.  Aboiit 50*/o 

were farmers, and although there were those who amassed tid y fortunes 

during good years, for the large majority it was a matte r of marginal 

subsistence-and it was only through thrift that they could keep alive in 

healthy fashion. In the cities, the Japanese found dome stic work, operated 

laundries and cleaning establishments—some found opport unities in art 

goods stores and.foreign trade—and of course, the usual j obs which are 

found wherever a community springs up. 

"1931 introduced a serious crisis for the Japanese when the military 

power of Japan began striking westward for the New °r der in Asia. The 

repercussions of the Manchurian invasion were felt in A merica in the 

form of boycotts and anti-Japanese feelings. It had an esp ecial unfor  -

tunfcte effect upon those selling "Made in Japan" wares. Thing s did not 

improve, of course, as the SO's faded into the 40's. 

" W e might- at this point take a brief glanoe at the offsprin gs 

of these, Japanese immigrants who were then just coming of a ge. The 

second generation, or the îsei-, they were called. T h e average age in 

1941 was just about 20. They were Americans, by far and l arge, in their 

customs, thinking and .preferences. True, many of them we re affected by the 
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strong parental influences; but it is safe to say that the g reat majority 

of them would have felt more at loss and unhappier in Jap an than in America, 

in spite of prejudices and discriminations. One thing t hat might be noted 

was the excellent educational opportunities which the Nisei ha d. An 

unusually large proportion of them received college edu cations for varying 

reasons--lack of economic opportunities after high schoo l,, the low cost 

of education, parental urgings, social pressure caused b y so many others 

going, keeping up with the Joneses. And as someone said once- Education when 

given to those of an oppressed group is a dangerous thing. I t arouses many 

latent desires that cannot easily be held in check. 

"If Pearl Harbor was a shook to the average American, you can imagine 
* . 

the effect upon those of us of Japanese ancestry. Of cour se we trusted 

the military despots overseas no more than the State Dep't , and although war 

ha d been quite imminent for more than a year, the sudden man  er in which 

it c me, it was a shocking blow. For what followed after tha t the Nisei were 

quite unprepared. Handled right, the % s e i would *iave ma de the staunchest 

Americans of all-the most sacrificial. If trusted, th ey c-uld be depended 

upon to carry more than their burden, as was proved in Hawa ii, where the 

Japanese were trusted. 

"The fewweeks that followed the war were surprisingly c 1m. Our 

Caucasian neighbors neighbors and friends remained sympa thetic with us. 

It took nearly two months for the California fascists t o organize their 

forces, but when they did attack they let go with a flood of 

wild-and unjust accusations and prejudices. A radio com mentator began to 

scream every night that the  J aps should.be thrown into military camps, a 

newspaper columnist daily scorched the Japanese in thi s country, certain 
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prominent politicians capitalized on the Nisei plight to s pread their own 

name through scare stories, the old foes of the Japanese f armers and immi-

grants used  every means possible to agitate public opinion. Although ther e 

were-but few groups behind the move-those who stood to pr ofit economically 

and politically „and the inevitable jingoists and super patriots-the agita-

tion took the aspect of a public clamor. *he striking success of t he Japan-

ese naval forces in Midway, the Philippines, Burma, Si ngapore and other 

points gave these people a splendid opportunity to find  audience for their 

irrational charged. Accusations of sabotage, espionag e, secret military train 

ing and so forth, all of them unproved, flooded the news papers. It was 

only the church groups, leading educators, and a few coura geous fair minded 

citizens who protested this whole anti-Japanese movem ent, but such voices 

are easily lost in the wild cries of sensational charges . 

"It was a demoralizing period for those of Japanese ancestry . We 

who had so much confidence in American tolerance and fair play found 

ourselves driven towards those who were beginning to get a case of psychologi-

cal indigestion, and say "What's the use? We're only Japs to the Americans." 

Some of the older generation who had years before felt the d iscrimination 

of the whites and had resented their arrogant outlook be gan to say, "I 

told you so. You've just been a fool trying to imagine all these years that 

you were an American." Mild fears turned into reality-var ious areas were 

cleared of enemy aliens, certain articles were declare d contraband, FBI 

raided the homes of leaders in the Japanese community and took away practical 

every one of the first generation who had held any posit ion of importance 

sometimes leaving only young children in the home withou t anyone to care 

for them, movements of enemy aliens were restricted, 8 o'cl ock curfews were 

enforced, bank assets were frozen and businesses were clos ed-and the Nisei 
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in spite of his citizenship became the subject of attack. T he Western 

Defense Command announced plans to evacuate all persons of J apanese ancestry 

from the Pacific Coast into so-called evacuation cam ps--not concentration camps, 

of course. 

"It was on the last day before the Army froze all volunta ry evacua-

tion and movement that  1  left SF with my two sisters. As I crossed the 

ferry boat to Oakland to tsdge the train and got my last g limpse of the 

fog-shrouded buildings in SF, my heart was heavy. I fe lt as much a war 

refugee as the millions who fled from the fascist dictators of Europe. Our 

lot was not such a wonderful one on the Coast perhaps", but we had become attach-

ed to a pattern of life established there and which we t hough could be 

improved in the years following. It hurt to think that our civil liberties 

didn't mean as much as our education had led us to think—o ur very basic 

belief in democratic principles was shaken for if such pr inciples were not 

valid in times of crises, they were not valid at all. We  had, too, given 

up without a fight. The  N isei hedbeen an immature group, compensating for 

their frustrated ambitions, mostly in social activiti es, trying to ignore 

the political and social and economic forces at work aro und them. In the 

psychological turmoil of that period there was no Messi ah to show them 

the way, so in that Oriental attitude of fatalism, they s ubmitted with 

crushed hearts. 

"From there on, I have been more of a spectator rather tha n a par-

ticipant in Nisei problems. The A r my began the momentous job of herding 

117,000 men, women and children of  d apanese ancestry into affairs they 

called assembly centers. S 0- e of them were race tracks and fairgrounds. 

People live in smelly stalls with little or no privacy.  The excitement 
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was great just prior to their leaving--people sold out th eir things in 

a hurry, friends were separated, students left school in t he middle of the 

semester, competitors took advantage of Japanese merchan ts, etc. 

"From the temporary quarters of assembly centers, the evac uees 

were moved into relocation centers, no much more comfor table, but perhaps 

roomier. There are ten of them now housing from 5 to 15, 000. The residents 

earn as much as $16,00 a month with free subsistence an d medical care, 

and a clothing allowance of $3.00 per month. Families li ve in barracks with 

small room, thin wall, mragerly furnished with beds an d a heating stove. 

In mess halls they eat a rather unappetizing and monotono us diet of low-cost 

items. Freedom of movement within the camp is allowed and restrictions 

depend upon the location of the camp and the attitude of the administrative 

officials, some of whom have been very liberal and other s, strict. Some of 

the camps raise a large portion of the food they consume i n the way of 

fresh produce. 

"The 75RA in charge of these centers has regarded the m only as tem-

porary stopping places and are now in. an earnest effort to  resettle the -Nisei 

in other than restricted zone which still includes Califo rnia and sub-

stantial parts of Oregon and Wash. It is, of course, a slow process and 

primarily a case of resettling individual by individual. 5 to 10 thousand 

have been relocated in the mountain states and in this re gion of the midwest, 

in add  it  ion to about "a 1000 students,  :i 'he ?JRA has ret with greater 

success than It expected, although the goal they set of 25,000 for 1943 is 

probably much too optimistic. Most of the relocated indivi duals have been 

on fars; others have gotten-jobs-as shipping clerks, do mestics, machinists and 

a great variety o^ jobs. A favorable trend is noticeable to wards relocation 

in all types of employment. 
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"Another thing to mention is perhaps the Nisei in the armed forces. 

At the outbreak of war there were approximately 5,000. The d raft of the 

Nisei soldiers was halted in April 1942 and a few were even released by 

mistake. Since that time, however, an i opportunity was presented to volunteer 

and about 1,000 responded from the camps and 6,000 from H awaii to ^orm the 

JA fighting unit at Camp Shelby. A great number of Nisei are teaching and 

others have been trained in the army language schools and are now in various 

far eastern sectors doing translating work. The army cert ainly has had enough 

confidence in the % s e i loyalty to employ them in such st rategic jobs. 

Today more than a few have been admitted to officers candi date school and 

others are undergoing specialized "training in various c olleges. 

"What can we say for the future. That is a very "difficult problem 

to answer. Undoubtedly, even if war should extend anothe r two years, it 

is unlikely that more than 50,000 can be relocated. There are, of course, 

some 20,000 aliens in the camps who refused to forswear al legiance to the 

Japanese emperor and these are to be segregated this fa ll in Tule lake 

4 

from where they will be.sent to  J apan, transportation permitting. Those 

relocated', many are in war jobs which may disappear afte r war ends. A large 

number of the people will have property in the Coast and  would like nothing 

better'than to return there because they like the clim ate and the land. 

They are somewhat timid, however, because of the anti-Ja panese agitators 

there and because of the necessity of starting all over pra ctically from 

scratch. It is hoped by more progressive people that the Ni sei will see 

opportunities in the midwest and in the east where they c an settle without 

forming  iM isei communities and in that way assimilate into the Amer ican society. 
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Undoubtedly, the spreading out of ^isei students into colle ges'all over 

the country will have effect, as will the broadening of th eir geographical 

horizon in general by the relocation process and the dr afting of ^isei 

soldiers• 

"A great number "of Americans in the Midwest and in the Eas t have 

become interested in the resettlement of the ^isei. Var ious church g 'oups, 

especially the Friends Service Committee, have been instr umental in public 

relations work and in placing the Nisei in communities ou t here. There is 

every indication that the Nisei who have come east have in general favorably 

impressed the Americans with whom they have come into co ntact. There have 

been a few unpleasant incidents as the attack of Filipin o sailors on the 

north side upon several Nisei, but there has been only i solated opposition 

to the relocation program. The Nisei have not been as con scientious in 

furthering the program of assimilation and relocation t hemselves here, and 

that wil1 continue to be a problem. Most of them have been  acclimated to the 

life of the centers, and undoubtedly find the sudden bre ak into a strange 

community difficult to adjust to. The outlook, however, is much healthier 

than, it was a year ago; and I believe that if the Nisei are ag gressive 

enough, there is enough democracy in this country to enabl e them to win a 

desirable place. 
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Another slow day today« The weather turned hot again over th e week end 

making it uncomfortable to venture out of the house» I read two books over the 

week end since Bette and I decided to drop our plans for tho se days» We were going 

to the museum but changed our minds. Sunday we slept until 2: 00 in the afternoon» 

We did not get in until late the night before» Ihere is a bi g wash waiting for us, 

but we were too l a z y » / 

We have not heard from Emiko or Alice yet, except post card en route 

telling us how hot it was. Alice sent a telegram telling us that the funeral was 

held on Friday» <̂ &Qiko said that it was very hot on the trai n and a crying baby in 

front of her disturbed her sleep all the way to El Paso. 

Yesterday afternoon Bette and I went to the Southtown. Thi s is one of 

the biggest theaters on the south side of town. In the foy er, there is a fish 

pond with live ducks and swans in it. We were up in the ba lcony at first but it 

was so far from the screen that we could not heer a thing. We m anaged to make our 

way dom to good seats on the main floor» Bette chewed on her gum so much that she 

had a stomach ache -when we got home so I did the cooking. It w as past midnight be-

fore we finished reading. 

My check came yesterday by special delivery air mail, sent by Morton. The 

tax was $15.00 for the month^^ 

Better-went over to visit Mariko at work today. She is a sal esgirl in a 

gift shop which is owned by a Japanese, but managed by a Caucas ian. There are seven 

working in the store, four of these Niseis. Mariko plans to qu it at the end of 

this week. Her job as a drafting artist failed to come through because it was war 

work and they wanted a more experienced person. Mariko wi ll start her job hunting 

again soon. She only gets$20.00 a job in her present work a nd that is  tfiat  they 

pay the high school girls workingtiiere. She has been doing some art work on dolls 

in her spare time and she made $10»00 for two hours of work th e other evening. The 
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only trouble with that work is that it will be completed as so on as the 1,000 dolls 

are painted, ^ ^ p  3 o|sl 

was at the office early this morning and for the first time t he whole 

staff was there early. Frank usually gets there first, then L ouise* I come drag-

ging in a poor third, while Tom is caught sleeping almost every morning. This 

morning he got there first to our great amazement. He said that he was going to 

reform. Tom is worried because I seem to be getting so far ahead of him* I'm 

only on my 6th case now» llllhen he gets started, he will r oll the material out as 

he has accumulated a lot of notes. The same way with Frank. The way I do things, 

I work on a case until I think it is finished, then I start on a n ew one» Frank is 

much more thorough and he analyzes as he goes along. He has t he true scientific 

method since he will be able to get insights on his cases, wh ile the best I can do 

is to make blind generalizations. I would like to get out int o the field more, but 

it knocks me out to type the case up and when I get home I ache a ll over because of 

sitting so long at the typewriter and straining my head to g et the thing written. 

I may try dictating some of my cases as soon as Frank and Tom wi nd up the Tule 

material» Louise had moved to her new apartment with her brot her and sister. It 

is not too far from my apartment so that she invited me over to get acquainted» I 

had some idea of going this evening, but I was too tired and uncomfortable from the 

heat. 

Frank is not going to make the Tule trip after all» Dorothy t hought that 

his advice of sending up a Caucasian person was wisest» She m ay send Bob, our Gila 

Romeo, up there as he will not be teaching for a couple of week s in September. I 

wonder if he is divorced yet? 

This afternoon I went to interview Mas again. This is the fourth time I 

had to go question him. I had not intended to be so lengthy wit h him, but he had 

some interesting comments to make on his experiences as a visiting minister(CH-6). 

Mas was at a United Counselor's meeting so that he did not get b ack to his place on 

time for the appointment. I did not mind beoause it was so warm  and I felt tired 
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and sleepy. I fell asleep in the reoeption room and had a tw o-hour nap. Mas 

was excited beoause he thinks that he has finally found the girl. He is even 

thinking in terms of getting married, sad to relate. 

Bette has her finals this week so that she has to finish up a great 

deal of reading. The only time she will allow herself to be di sturbed is when her 

favorite, Frankie Sinatra comes to croon over the radio wi th his wavy voice. She 

says that she is so tired that she is going to rest for tw o weeks after the semester 

ends. Mrs. B. wants her to do some extra work upstairs with ext ra pay, but Bette 

does not care to do it. I told her that it was up to her and she s hould not do 

anything she does not want to do. 

Some of the agitation against the evacuees seems to have died down. These 

fasoist movements are dangerous, but sometimes I have to l augh at the stupid things 

which are said by the anti-Nisei and Issei forces. It is l imited chiefly to Cali-

fornia, but the rest of the country seems to have been fooled w ith the distorted 

publioity which it sends out. The Hearst papers were qui et for about two weeks, 

but it has started up again. In Saturday's paper, there  was an article by James 

Young on the Japanese Internment camps for Americans. He men tioned in passing that 

the Japanese prisoners in America were treated a lot better . He meant the intern-

ment camps, and the statement was true. Hearst papers streto hed things out a bit 

by printing pictures of pampered Niseis playing ball and eating huge platters of 

food. Young did not even mention the WRA oamps in his artic le. Hearst papers are 

still under the impression that the WRA centers and the int ernment camps are the 

same* 

In California the Native Sons are out to amend the Constit ution« It wants 

to give citizenship only to those children born of citizen p arents. Tenny of the 

Little Dies Committee in California wants to make an invest igation of the great 

paroels of property which he claims that the Buddhist prie sts own. A short time 

ago he was saying similar things about the farm equipment ow ned by the Japs and 

stored away until he was proven wrong by the WRA* 
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A hopeful sign was the resolution passed by the Chinese Chri stian Youth 

Conference at Lake Tahoe. A U. of Calif« Chinese Nisei is the president of the 

group. It is against the move to keep all the Japs out of Cal ifornia forever. 

Plans are now being made to send about 1̂ 500 Japs back to Japa n who asked 

for repatriation. Bette thinks it is a good thing to get rid of them, but she is 

concerned about the Nisei children who have to go along. Sh e doesn f t think that 

they will like it in Japan. If they deport all of the 18,000 wh o are to be segre-

gated at Tule and -vdio supposedly have asked for repatria tion, the Japanese problem 

will practically be solved. In the next ten years many of the Isseis are going 

to die from old age, and -the present birth rate is low. M as thinks that the Niseis 

can be assimilated in 100 years and that there will be no col or problem once inter-

marriage is started. He says the precedent for it has been se t in Hawaii. 

Tuesday, August 10, 1943 

Stayed at home today in order to get CH-6 finished up. It ran l onger than 

I expected, some 85 pages. I wonder if getting these length y acoounts of case > 

histories are worth-while* I suppose they are. The Niseis as a group are, very 

close-lipped and you almost have to drag the stuff out of them even if they are old 

friends. Most of them have lived very uneventful lives and they pass over it in a 

few brief words. This means that a lot of questioning an d probing is necessary. It 

has to be done in such a way that the confidence which has been established will not 

be broken. The Niseis are reluctant to discuss the real pe rsonal aspects of their 

lives, but they tell the objective factors readily. I wo uld like to get a fuller 

picture of the  n inner man," but this is not possible with the short contact in ter-

view approach that I am using* Frank spends much more time wit h his cases so that 

he gets a much more valid picture than I do» I hesitate to make any generalizations 

even because I feel that it may not be objective. It is so ea sy to pass judgment. 

It takes an expert like Frank to make an analysis of a cse. I he sitate to do it. 

Perhaps it is my social work training coming out. I found ou t then that I should be 
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very cautious in writing up a case, and opinions should cle arly be marked so. 

Since I have been using the first person method in writing up the cases, I avoid 

making any analysis until later. 

I woul.d like to be doing more cases, but it is so damn hard to c ontact 

a person at a moment that he is willing to talk. Most of the t ime, I have to 

spend the first interview at random conversation about ev erything except the in-

dividual. I have some vociferous individuals like Dr. Tash iro and Yatabe, but I 

tton't feel up to listening to them talk all evening. I can get t hem later any-

way. I have given up the idea of interviewing the Takahashis , not even for the 

Study, unless I get in a better mood to listen to their braggin g about self accom-

plishments. I like to talk to the Niseis who are a little u ncertain about them-

selves. They are more interesting in the way of getting data — they are more human. 

In many ways, I can offer them suggestions and in this way I ke ep in practice with 

social work. 

Received my expense check from U.|j, ($6.73) today. Also r eceived a blank 

to fill out showing that I have been appointed Research Assi stant for the Study be-

ginning on July 1, 1943, salary $125.00 plus $25.00 emergen cy increase, plus traveling 

expense if any. After a period of a year on the Study, in fact two months over a 

year, I don't know if I have accomplished anything. I could put more effort into 

it now I know, but there is still some reluctance at going ou t to meet the Niseis as 

much as I have tried to overcome it for the sake of science. I t has taken four 

months to break down as much as I have. On the other hand, it  is a little difficult 

to contact them since they are spread out all over the city . 

Bette went to have, lunch with Mariko today. She had a letter f rom Alice. 

Mariko was upset slightly because she feels that the hospita l was at fault for Pop's 

death. She said that he got a kidney infection from the be d urinal which was not 

sterilized properly. It was this kidney trouble which caus ed his death and not a 
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stroke, Mariko feels that he suffered greatly. Alice in her letter said that death 

was painless. I told Bette that she should not get it in her mi nd that the hospital 

was to blame and then always hold a grudge against them. She sa id that she realized 

that the people in the hospital worked hard and she was not condemning. She said 

that it was something that happened and that was all there wa s to it» Mariko tends 

to get more emotional about it» In almost everything she gets on the defensive and 

wants to sue. Standing up for one*s rights is all right, bu t sometimes she goes too 

far. It is her nervous makeup and that is the reason why she is t aking Pop's death 

harder than any one of the rest of us, 

Mariko is thinking of moving out of her present apartment. Th e feud with 

O'Brien still goes on and he is making it uncomfortable f or her in his determination 

to get her out. For over six weeks now, he has refused to a ccept the rent, claiming 

that he must get $6,00, He probably is trying to work up a ch arge of non-payment of 

rent. He will not give her a receipt when she offers the six dollars rent, Mrs» 

Kemp, the former landlady, is back now end she is also up in a rms at the dirty trick 

played on her, "While she was gone, O'Brien took over and re moved her things. She 

told Mariko that if she moved to take all the furniture with her and she would vouch 

that it was personal property. The toilet of theirs is still  out of order. One of 

the pipes is broken and the water keeps seeping out, caus ing a very unsanitary con-

dition» Mariko is pretty burnt up and she is wondering if s he could get prosecuted 

for leaving without paying the rent if that is the charge he i s going to cook up 

against her. It is going to be a little difficult for her to fin d another place. 

Cherie Yusa was supposed to come out from Gila to be her new r oommate, but she has 

not left camp yet. Mariko plans to hold out a little longer with some sort of new 

tactios — playing a helpless girl role to see if that will change O'Brien» I doubt 

it as he is plenty sore for being told off and on top of that be ing called an ex-

convict in front of all the tenants in the building. He is al ways drunk when he goes 
i 

over there» 
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Letter from Alice to Mariko; 

August 3, 1943 

Dearest Marikos 

I've sent Charlie, Jackie, and Mark a telegram, and said I wo uld write 
and 

details later >%so I'll write it all to you, how,/you can let C. and B. read than. 

We arrived here eight hours late — and came to Casa Grande i nstead of 

Coolidge — due to a washout near Phoenix. It was very hot her e until it rained and 

rained, and -when we arrived, it was much cooler. We ate dinn er and shopped at Casa 

Grande (the lady refused us until we told her we weren't  from the camp) and then 

waited for the bus, I phoned Mr. Tuttle at 6:30 p.m. (our t ime of arrival) and they 

couldn't get in touch with him, so they said they would send s omeone out for us. The 

man arrived around 7 and we waited until 10 for a train that w as due in. Got to camp 

at 11 and had to go to the M.P.'s as we didn't have a pass (th ey didn't bring us one). 

They phoned Mr. Tuttle, who vouched for us, so we got in wi thout a pass(the first tin© 

in history!). 

Mom and the kids were in bed when we arrived, but got up to g reet us. They 

were very surprised to see Emiko. Mr. Tuttle got us some be ds and we spent the night 

here. The place looks pretty nice, but gets so dirty. 

Blackie was very happy to see us and almost knocked me over. H er baby 

(the only one left) is the image of her, but being a "Nisei " has longer legs, a 

better body, and lighter colored hair. Otherwise, her mark ings are just the same, 

the tail the same, and she looks just like a smaller editio n of Blackie. Mom says 

that they've been granted a month's pardon, as we are going to keep her until after 

I leave, and then Mom says she's going to get rid of her. 

(Emi is waiting for me to take a shower with her, so I won't mak e this too 

long.) 

Got up at 9 this morning, and the first person I saw was Joe W atanabe, who 

walked in on us. He made a very nice cooler for us (that wor ks), so Mom is fixing 

a comforter for Beverly. 
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Saw Beverly for a few minutes. She didn't know about the news at all 

because Mom told Joe not to tell her, due to her "condition." 

Cherie passed by and stopped for a while — she says at that she may look 

you up — the gal she was coming with hasn't got a permit as ye t, so she's waiting. 

She'll let you know. 

Now for Pop. Mom says that she saw him the day before he died, a nd noticed 

he had a very high fever. The next day she went oftener and s aid that he seemed all 

right. TNhile she was sitting there, she noticed that he d ropped his head to one 

side, all of a sudden, so she became alarmed and called the do ctor. Dr. Sugiyama 

came and pronounced him dead. I saw Dr. S. today and he says that Pop didn't suffer 

too much at any time and that he died very easily and painles sly. Mom said he looked 

so peaceful it was as though he went to sleep. She called T om in a hurry and he felt 

all over for Pop's pulse and said the body was still warm at tha t time. By the time 

they called Miyako, he had become a little cold — which conv inced them of the finality. 

The wake is tomorrow night, and it's a good thing I bought the  shirt, tie, 

and trousers. A Mr. Suzuki (Chiyo Suzuki's father) came ove r and brought Tom a black 

coat, which just fits — so he can wear that. I'm fixing Mom's d ress, so if I don't 

get a chance to write you'll know -why. 

Funeral is Friday and everything has been taken care of. Mary has arranged 

things with Mr. Tuttle and the flowers (which are very hard to get now — even in 

Phoenix) are being prepared. Brigadier's came today, so we hope they'll keep until 

tomorrow night and Friday. From what I understand, Reverend Tsuda will perform the 

service — in Japanese — and Mr. Oshima of our block will b e chairman at the wake. 

There was a large printed sign on the mess hall bulletin (ed ged in black) telling 

about Pop, and everyone has been most sympathetic. Arid so surprised to see us in 

the shower room and mess halls. One waitress almost dropped her tray because she 

looked at us for a minute, served the food, and then it hit he r that we were back 

in camp from Chicago. 
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There»s a lot more to tell, but I'll write after the servic es have been 

held so I can describe them all in detail. 

Tell Toshi I won't be able to write for a day or two as I am t erribly 

busy. I have to do the honors for all of us, and try to speak my b est Japanese. 

Have to go — I'm all sticky and hot 

More later — regards to all. 

Love, 

Alice 

August 11, 1943 

Last night I went over to interview Mary Sonoda (CH-7). We h ad a very 

good evening of conversation. Mary is the secretary at the F riends Service Office. 

She came from Poston about the same time that I did. I was gre atly surprised to 

find out that she was 28 years old. She looks a lot younger. Sh e is cute, but 

sometimes she has a frown on her face and this makes her face l ook wrinkled. Mary 

. , , and curved 
is small and she wears high heels all the time. Her legs are no t well filled out/ 

like this () so that it is a little noticeable. But she has a very good personality 

which makes up for her legs. Otherwise she has a nice shape. 

Mary brought two younger sisters out with her. They look like high school 

girls. I asked one of them if she was going to school and she said yes so I asked 

her what grade. Third year in college she answers. I find out later that she is 

21 and her sister 25. It's hard to tell the age of Nisei girls . 

Mary and her sisters are staying in a fairly large house. It b elongs to 

another girl's family. She is living there with them. The gi rl is also in the 

Friends' Office. Besides them there are four other Nisei gi rls, Kay Mano and her 

two sisters and Ruth Ogawa. Ruth is the pretty one and she is o ut all the time on 

dates. They have a lot of visitors in that house; it is a two story building. When 

visitors come, they get the parlor and the rest; of the girls g o to the kitchen or 

the dining room. Their neighbors next door think they are Chinese because when I 
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knocked on the wrong door, they said, "That Chinese family lives next door. There 

are a lot of sisters there." 

When I camre home, Bette was still studying. She is on the la st  lap now 

and she has to bear down. She has a big thick book "Adam Bede" to read and it is 

giving her some worry as she has to have it finished by Friday w hen she takes her 

finals. Bette thinks she can hold out until then. The first  thing she is going 

to do next week is her accumulated laundry — about three week s of it — and then^ 
will catch up on a lot of letters. After that she 

she /is  going to sleep. She will have the rest of the month off befo re the public 

school opens. We have decided to sneak her in. If that does not work, we may have to 

try a parochial or other private school. I wish the Junio r College would hurry up 

and write a letter of acceptance for Emiko so that she can a pply to the National 

Student Relocation Committee for help. 

Today I had a busy day but did not get much accomplished. It took me 

over an hour to renew the typewriter rental. The girl did n ot know about the raise 

in rental rates so that I got it for the old price, but it took h er a long time to 

get a receipt for me. She did not want to give me a ribbon f or the machine until I 

told her that I would bring the typewriter in and ask for anoth er one if she kept on 

refusing. She finally gave in and gave me one. Nobody was  at the office when I got 

there so I finished up CH-6 and then went down town. 

I almost roasted down town today. Togo was not too busy so that I talked 

to him for a while. Most of the people were there in the morn ing so that he did 

not have so many interviews this afternoon. He has been go ing out and giving a lot 

of speeches for the Friends about the evacuees lately. The n he has to write out 

most of the offioe reports and also interview Niseis with ho using, employment or 

personal problems. He is certainly a dynamo. Besides all this he finds time to 

type up a couple of oases a week. 

The Friends Offioe is concentrating on housing and person al problems, al-

though it 8til1 has a call list of about 25 jobs on hand« It has many calls for 
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domestic workers, but it does not make much of an attempt to  fill that sort of 

work, Togo said that the IRA is still refusing to get secon d jobs for the Niseis 

so that the Friends have to listen to a lot of stories. Togo fee ls that the bulk 

of those coming in now are the floaters who go from job to job. He does not make 

too much of an effort to help them, but concentrates on those who really need the 

help. 

The Friends are preparing for the expected flood of people wh o will come 

in from Tule Lake after the segregation starts. The housing is the big problem. 

The hostels cannot take too many and it is getting more diffi cult to find apartments 

especially for the couples and families. Two of the Friends 'staff go out every day 

to scout the various areas of the city to list possible openin gOs. 

Togo said that in the past few weeks the number of people com ing into the 

office was dropping off tremendously. It came down from ove r 200 callers in one 

week to about 71. He expects the number to start increasing again in the Fall, after 

•which it will drop off unless there is a great deal of malad justment by the people 

already here^ 

Nobody knows how many Nisei/ there are in the city. The Frien ds have es-

timated that there are around 2,000 now and they are scatter ed over 40 of the 75 

\  '  

areas in the city. The near north  «̂ nd  around 63ra>continues to be the heaviest area 

of concentration. One of the staff members said that a Nis ei had tried to get into 

our building, but was refused in spite of the fact that there were two vacancies. 

He wondered if it was any use in sending others here. I told h im that our own situa-

tion was a little delicate and I doubted if Mrs. B. would ta ke any more NiseiV al-

though he could send them down if he wanted to. I was not ve ry keen over that idea, 

but I felt that I had to be tolerant since housing is so difficu lt. I don't know 

•what I will do if any more Niseii move into this house. I do n't think that they will 

be able to get in. Once we leave, Mrs. B. will not be anxious to h ave any more, of * ' C M V w P  l o w that I am sure. We have been getting along well with her late ly.^^r. B. is n 

and Bette has become good friends with him. 

ere now 
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The rest of the afternoon I got in a bull session with Dr. Y atabe in the 

JACL office. It was not a controlled conversation so that not too much was said 

in the two or three hours I sat there. There were several Nis ei^ there crying on 

Yatabe's shoulders and he gave them a boost in morale. O thers dropped in also. Most 

of them were Niseii who have not been able to get jobs. Si Sai to said that he has 
waiting 

been/13 weeks for a joint board clearance. He has a job lined up as an architect, 

but can't take it until he gets a olearance. The liiIRA o ffice here has sent a couple 

of teletypes, but no answer yet. Si is getting a little desper ate. He said that 

the only constructive thing he had done was to go all around t own and buy about 60 

electric fans for his friends in camp. No wonder I can't buy a fan  I  I have been 

trying to buy one for our apartment, but there are none on the market. It is a good 

thing that we have one in the office or else I would nev er be able to get through 

the summer. It doesn't cool off much in the evenings here, j ust sticky all the time. 

Si said that Ernie Takahashi is just about as desperate a s he is. Ernie 

is in deep depression because he cannot get his clearance yet » He %s the only one 

of the Takahashis who is not set. The oldest one, George, has gone to Cornell Univer-

sity to take a teaching position in the science departme nt. Ernie has had a lot of 

wind knocked out of him. He tries to drink his sorrow down, bu t he is a very poor 

drinker« Although he is over 28 his mother gives him hell fo r smoking and she would 

swoon if she ever found out that her darling Ernie touched li quor. Ernie has been 

having so much trouble that he does not have time to worry abo ut his plan to organize 

the Nisei society. That proposal has been put on the shelf because of all the oppo-

sition. 

Another fellow burst into the office to say that he had been a ccepted by 

Northwestern U. Right after him came a couple of Niseis lo oking for "any kind of 

a job.** They did not seem to have much personality. Perhap s they were a bit dejected. 

They said that the wages were lousy out here for the unskilled  person and maybe they 

had made a mistake in coming out. Doc Yatabe gave them a pep tal k and told them to 

go out and try some more. He said that they should not be too  proud to take any work 
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as long as it was honest* He said that it would harden them u p. Then he went 

on to tell how hard he had to work in order to get through school. He said that 

he was on a chicken ranch one summer and the hard work alm ost made him break down 

physically. Then he recalled the hard work he did in shockin g hay during the sum-

mers» He was quite pleased with his achievement and he said t hat every Nisei should 

have hard knocks and he would have a better chance of bein g a success like him. (Sic) 

Yatabe has not been doing much this month in the way of creat ing good 

public opinion. He is going to start his fall tour next mon th.. He has a number of 

littl e clubs lined up which he will address* Yatabe was st ill elated about the JACL*s 

success in the Dies hearings. He feels that the organizatio n is in a much better 

position now than ever before. He said that the TtfRA gives it more respect. 

Yatabe gave me a copy of the "confidential" memorandum whi ch his office is 

now sending out. He claims that it was written by the N. Y. J ACL office and it is 

supposed to be a sort of "white paper" clearing the JACL of a ll recent Dies charges. 

It looks like a lot of the data was taken from the IRA releas e of a similar nature. 

The memorandum naturally headlines the JACL and Yatabe soun ded as if it was the key 

group to defeat the aims of the Dies Committee. Same old mista ke of the past. Yatabe 

admitted that Mike had admitted to the Dies Committee that h e had marked papers "con-

fidential" and coming from the secret sources in order to im press the members. Since 

the Washington JACL files were seized, Yatabe is very care ful of his correspondence 

and he does not put all of the copies of letters in if it has  some of his private 

opinions in the letter. He does not have much in the files now. The office is mostly 

a center for "bull sessions" among unemployed members of go od standing. Yatabe has 

also been making a certain amount of contacts with groups h ere. Most of the personal 

problems are shifted to the Friends or the WRA. 

JACL "White Paper" 
(beginning page 3) 

"These Americans who displayed unprecedented loyalty b y voluntarily cooper-

ating in evacuation are for the most part now rotting in relo cation camps. Their 
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ambition and industry are disappearing. Their skills ar e rusting from lack of 

practice. The morale is sagging dangerously. Insanity rat e is rising and for the 

first time in their history, delinquency has become a probl em. This obvious demorali-

zation 

is not the fault of the WRA administration of camps, but the v ery fact of 

segregation, isolation, and slum existence creates these results. After all, these 

loyal Americans have had less rights and worse treatment th an even convicted enemy 

alien pro-Nazis. Dillon S. Myer, Director of the W A , state s frankly that the whole 

thing is a ghastly mistake and the very idea of keeping these people in camps is un-

American. The government is trying to resettle the peop le as rapidly as possible. 

"The country in turn greatly needs the very skills that thes e people possess. 

They were extraordinarily productive. The nation can still less afford the un-American 

discrimination symbolized by these camps. But the same p owerful groups which insti-

gated the evacuation 

in the first place are now campaigning on the largest scale i n 

the history of their race-baiting. In collaboration with t he Dies Committee, they 

hope to stop the government program of resettlement. For we eks they have had front 

page hysteria articles, day after day, some four and five columns long, falsely 

charging these loyal Americans of Japanese ancestry with sa botage and treason. The 

Dies Committee gives a pseudo-official status to their u nfounded allegations. / 

"The following pages list the main Dies Committee charges an d their refuta-

tion. This is by no means intended as final or complete, but rather as illustrating 

the nature of the unfounded accusations. 

"NOTE: Persons-of Japanese ancestry may be classified und er three groups. 

First, native born, American educated, American citizens of Japanese ancestry who 

generally are completely Americanized and know only Engl ish. They constitute the 

main group, the large majority, often known as the Nisei. T he second group is 

J "As conservative a magazine as Time states in the June 21 , 1943 issue that 
the race-baiting by Hearst papers was at least partially re sponsible for the race 
riot against Mexican-Americans in Los Angeles. If even ag ainst Mexican Americans 
such un-American race hatreds can be instigated, the effect of the far greater cam-
paign against Japanese Americans is obvious. 
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composed of thealien Japanese permanent residents, most ly of advanced mge (average 

over 59 years) because no immigration has been permitted si nce 1924, Most of these 

would have become American citizens if the law had permitte d naturalization of Orien-

tals. They are often know as the Issei. The third group is th e smallest and consists 

of the few who were born in the United States  but  educated in Japan, often speaking 

Japanese better than English. They are apt to be either pr o-Japanese or violently 

anti-Japan and strongly pro-United. States. Most of the t rouble makers appear to be 

from this Kibei group. 

II 

"ACCUSATIONS AGAINST AMERICAN CITIZENS OF JAPANESE ANC ESTRY AND PERMANENT JAPANESE 

RESIDENTS IN GENERAL 

1. "THE DIES COMMITTEE CHARGES THAT the War Relocation Aut hority has released thou-

sands of trained saboteurs, pro-Japan propagandists, and other instigators of treason. 

ANS"WER: The WRA does not release any one whose record, as c ompiled by the FBI 

Army Intelligence, Naval Intelligence, and its own investi gators, shows questionable 

activities or associations. 

2. "THE DIES COMITTEE CHARGES THAT tens of thousands of Amer ican citizens of Japanese 

ancestry have been trained in Japan at a  * sabotage  school* to wreck American defense 

industries and are organized in several military formation s, especially the North 

American Butokai alleged to be a part of the 'Black Dragon 1 Society. 

ANSWER: The FBI and the Naval Intelligence have been highl y efficient in tracing 

and checking any sabotage, espionage, and fifth column act ivities. John Edgar 

Hoover, Director of the FBI, reported that not a single case of treasonable acti-

- vity has been traced to any American of Japanese ance stry. / The Naval Intelli-

gence, especially under Commander Ringel, kept very clos e contacts with Americans 

of Japanese ancestry on the West Coast and the Commander tes tifies to the coopera-

tion and loyalty of Americans of Japanese ancestry. / As fo r the allegedly 

/  n See J.E. Hoover in the WRA booklet entitled Voice That Must Be Heard« as 
well as on p.48, Tolan Committee Report. (Fourth Interi m Report; 

/ "Commander Ringel published a much censored and abbreviat ed excerpt of his 
report in the October 1942 issue of the Harper's Magazine. It is well worth reading. 

mam ' Wf WWF WHK K n m H H M n m H • H I 
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sabotage organisation called the Butokai, evidence seem s to indicate that it is a 

sports club primarily devoted to the Japanese form of fenci ng (kendo or kenjitsu), 

judo, and other ancient game8* Most of the members were alien Japanese* A number 

of Americans belonged to the organization in order to parti cipate in these healthy 

sports* 

3. "THE DIES COMITTEE CHARGES THAT the internees are pampere d in camps and living 

in luxury. 

ANSWER« Such charges show that the Committee has not the sl ightest intention of 

* 

investigating the facts* The MIA would be the most miraculou s'organization in 

the world if it could provide the alleged steaks, hams, but ter, jam, whisky, and 

other items on 28 to 38 cents per day budgeted for food* It is pe culiar that none 

of the internees has ever seen these alleged luxuries wh ich grow only in the fer-

tile minds of certain 'investigators' who seldom, if ever, s tay at any camp to 

find out the truth* The Dies Committee claims, for examp le, that the internees 

were gorging on butter* The camps have had no butter for m any months* Meat is 

rare. As for the accommodations, they are tar paper barrack s V  in the middle of the 

desert where temperatures rise to 135 degrees. Six to ten p eople are jammed into 

a single room. No wonder the magazine Common Ground calls the m vast, demoralizing 

slums* Understandably the insanity and delinquency rate s are rising alarmingly* 

The charges of alcoholism and the waste of gasoline are equa lly false* No whisky 

or other liquor is served in camps at all* None of the intern ees has an automo-

bile. Investigation shows that the average family has spen t from $300 to $600 of 

their own savings to supplement the inadequately varied di et. The regular fare is 

rigidly rationed, far more limited than on the outside. 

4. "THE DIES COMMITTEE CHARGES THAT the internees have ho arded a vast amount of agri-

cultural machinery which they refuse to sell* 

ANSWER: This baseless story has been deflated several times already. In the firet 

place, nearly all the evacuees lost their property, exceed ing $400,000,000*00 in 

the evacuation, and the losses included most of their machin ery. The few who did 
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retain their agricultural machinery generally left the equ ipment with those who 

took over their farms. Studies by Federal agencies have fai led to reveal this 

alleged hoard of machinery, except in a few specific insta nces - mostly where 

there was a legitimate reason for storage - as in the cases wh ere the owners were 

definitely to farm again in the near future. Outside priva te agencies like the 

American Friends Service Committee also have reported that the Japanese farmers 

had lost most of "ttieir machinery at a few cents on the dolla r to Caucasian specu-

lators and instigators of evacuation* J In fact, the situa tion was so scandalous 

that the Tolan Committee protested, insisting .that even i f the evacuation were 

justified, there was no excuse for not protecting the pro perty of the evacuees* 

The Dies Committee has again inflated a single instance as an  example of the 

whole, or advanced pure fantasy as a fact« 

5.  MTHE DIES COMMITTEE CHARGES THAT Americans of Japanese ance stry and Japanese 

residents instigated the race riots in Detroit. 

ANSWERs The absurdity of this charge is obvious. Unfortun ately, millions of 

West Coast Americans read only the race-baiting press and do not know the truth. 

Japanese Americans had nothing to do with the Detroit situ ation. Far from insti-

gating race riots, Americans of Japanese ancestry are them selves the victims of 

the worst demonstration of race bigotry in American histor y. Never before have 

loyal Americans been forcibly removed from their homes w ithout due process of law, 

without a hearing and a trial, although not one has been co nvicted or even charged 

with crime, and placed in segregated camps. In accusing thei r victims of race 

rioting, the un-American race baiters reflect a mentality similar to that of the 

Nazis. 

6. "THE DIES COMMITTEE CHARGES THAT a Japanese Army of over 1,000 men, trained in 

warfare and sabotage, openly drilled and practiced on Te rminal Island, California. 

/ See Tolan Report and especially Bulletins of the American Friends Service 
CommiTtee on Minority Groups, of the various church groups , and welfare organiza-
tions on the West Coast» 
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"ANSWER: This is so absurd that it hardly merits an answe r. The Terminal Island 

is partly occupied by Caucasian-owned canneries. The Unite d States Naval Intelli-

gence has one if its offices overlooking the entire area. W here an armed force 

could drill in plain view of the Naval Intelligence without being seen is a mystery 

indeed. 

••NOTE: These are typical of the many absurd accusations m ade by the Dies un-American 

Committee. In almost every case, they are on investigation, found to be as erroneous, 

misleading, or absolutely baseless as those above. 

Ill 

CHARGES AGAINST THE JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 

"The Japanese American Citizens League, organized 1930 a s a civic organi-

zation to promote Americanism, is the only national body o f loyal Americans of 

Japanese ancestry. Every member is required to prove his cit izenship and to swear 

an unqualified oath of allegiance to the United States. 

wIt has proved to be of great value in the Americanization o f young Ameri-

cans of Japanese ancestry, in helping government  officials,  and in cooperating with 

various civic groups. As a result, the League was an impor tant factor in the excel-

lent civic record of Americans of Japanese ancestry and for t he large number of volun-

teers, over and above those duly drafted, of Americans of Ja panese ancestry - the 

highest percentage of volunteers of any racial groups even before Pearl Harbor. Con-

sequently, it has been repeatedly commended for its patri otic services. Typical of 

those is the statement of Galen Fisher, Secretary of the California Committee ofor 

National Security and Fair Play, the officers of which inc luded General David P. 

Barrows, President Robert G. Sproul of the University of C alifornia, President Ray 

Lyftian Wilbur of Stanford University, and former Govern or C. C. Young. Said Mr. 

Fisher before the Tolan Committee: 

•In connection with the whole question of citizens of Japan ese stock, 
I wish to testify to the great service to our nation already rendered 
by the Japanese American Citizens League. It is the only in clusive 
organization touching the Nisei (American-born Japanes e) and it can 
be of great value in maintaining their undivided loyalty to t he 
United States.• 
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"Although the League felt that the evacuation was uncalled for and com-

pletely unjustified, it patriotically and voluntarily coo perated with the government 

in making it possible» The then Director of the  1I9RA,  M.S* Eisenhower, now Deputy 

Director of the OWI, gave an eloquent testimony of the p atriotism and good work of 

the Japanese American Citizens League before the House He arings on appropriations, 

June 15, 1942, -when to a question whether Japanese American s had cooperated, he 

replied: 

'Remarkably cooperative. For example, the Japanese Americ an citizens 
have an organization called the Japanese American Citize ns League, and 
it has carried on a most vigorous educational program among t he total 
population urging 100 per cent cooperation. 

»In.  fact, I just cannot say things too favorable about the w ay they 
have cooperated under the most adverse circumstances 

"Since the evacuation, aside from its welfare work, the Lea gue has been 

active in promoting relocation and resettlement, in tryin g to maintain the morale 

and faith of the evacuees in the relocation camps, in pres enting the problems of 

Americans of Japanese ancestry and Japanese residents to t he government and in clari-

fying the government's position to them, and in trying to uphold the rights of Ameri-

can citizens of Japanese ancestry against vicious racist l aws and proposals intro-

duced in many state legislatures and even in Congress. Thus, in Arizona, no one may 

have any business or professional transaction with any pers on of Japanese ancestry 

without duly advertising the fact and notifying the state t en days in advance. A 

dentist cannot even treat a Japanese American patient with a bad tooth infection with-

out first advertising for three days and notifying the stat e ten days in advance. 

Despite these difficulties, the League has continued its work without faltering. Last 

December, Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson wrote to the Nat ional President Saburo 

Kido of the League to -

«express my  appr ec i at i on for the fine work you and your organization 
are doing in helping our Japanese population to carry on in t he face 
of many difficulties.' 
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wThe League also publishes a remarkable weekly, The Pacific  Citizen,which 

covers the news concerning Americans of Japanese ancestry and concerning national 

welfare. Because of its uncompromisingly democratic posit ion and loyalty, the 

weekly has often been quoted by leading officials. 

MIt is easy to understand why the West Coast race-baiters h ave long sought 

to suppress this patriotic organization. As several have r eportedly said,  Y Smash 

the Japanese American Citizens League and silence the damn ed Japs.* Note that there 

is no awareness that the alleged  1  Japs'  are Americans. It seems only natural that 

the Dies Committee should support the race-baiting reacti onaries and to malign the 

League. The following are the main charges made to date and the refutations to these 

baseless claims: 

1. "THE DIES COMMITTEE CHARGES THAT Paul Abe, a former emplo yee of the Japanese 

Embassy, is an official of the League and its Washington rep resentative. 

ANSWER: Abe had no contacts whatsoever with the League. He w as not even a 

member. The League did not have a regular Washington repres entative or office. 

M.M. Masaoka, formerly National Secretary, was in Washin gton for several weeks, 

two or three times in the past year and a half representi ng the League. In 

addition, an employee, Toru Kanazawa, lived in Washingto n for a time. Both the 

National Secretary and Kanazawa are Americans of unquest ioned integrity and both 

are now volunteers in the combat unit training at Camp Shelby . Several friends 

of the League have insisted that the Dies Committee deliber ately waited until the 

leading counsel of the League, Walter Tsukamoto, now Capt ain, Judge Advocate 

General's Staff; the most experienced paid executive, M* M * Masaoka, and his 

secretary,  Toru Kanazawa, were in the Army. The League files were taken  from the 

private apartment of Toru Kanazawa, a volunteer soldier who was away at camp. In 

short, the charge that Abe was a League official is comple tely false; he was not 

even a member of and had nothing to do with the League. 
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2. "THE DIES COMMITTEE CHARGES THAT the League was delibe rately trying to plant a/ 

number of Americans of Japanese ancestry in whatever st ate, the governor of which 

would collaborate in exchange for votes. 

ANSWER: This is a complete distortion of facts. The League r eceived this 

suggestion from a Caucasian in California. It immediate ly forwarded the letter 

to the government in order that the officials could deal wit h the matter as they 

saw fit. Despite the efforts of the Dies Committee to make thi s appear like a 

plot, the League's patriotic step is clear. 

3. "THE DIE$ COMMITTEE CHARGES THAT certain League offic ials appear to be instigators 

of pro-Axis agitation in relocation camps (the Committee d id not accuse the League 

officials, but the Committee press releases made it appe ar as if League officials 

were disloyal). 

ANSWER: This is another vicious misrepresentation of facts . It was the League 

which exposed the several pro-Axis Japanese individuals . A member of the League 

overheard a few pro-Axis Japanese talking and demanded that the government segre-

gate them to prevent them from t err or  i zing  the younger elements in particular. The 

League immediately forwarded the report to the governmen t. The League has been 

insistent upon uncompromising Americanism and has long d emanded the actual segre-

gation of questionable Japanese. 

4. "THE DIES COMMITTEE CHARGES THAT THE League appeared af raid of loyal Americans 

of Japanese ancestry and the Committee news release seeme d to imply that the League 

had some responsibility for the bodily assault on several loyal Americans of Japanese 

ancestry by pro-Axis thugs. 

ANSWER: This is another distortion of plain facts. It was the Past President 

Tfetabe and the incumbent President Saburo Kido who wer e beaten up by the few pro-

Axis thugs who resented the uncompromising Americanism of these League officials, 

especially their demands that these thugs be tried and jai led. In short, far from 

fearing the truly loyal Americans, the League officials we re the very ones who 
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were endangered because of their loyalty* 

NOTE* The number of these thugs is very few even in a camp of some 

10,000. The League insists that they be put in a real conce ntration camp or jailed 

because they are of questionable loyalty and often demora lize loyal Americans. 

5» "THE DIES COMMITTEE CHARGES THAT the League has a powerful lobby and dictates 

the policies of the War and Justice Departments, the OWI, an d the WRA. 

ANSWER: This is so absurd that a refutation is hardly nec essary. The League, 

far from having a powerful lobby, has not been able to maint ain even one full-

time man in Washington. Its National Secretary visited Was hington several times 

in the past year, and naturally the heads of the interes ted government agencies dis-

cussed problems of mutual concern. Such conferences are e ssential for satisfactory 

administration, especially since on many questions the Le ague officials have 

the most accurate and comprehensive facts. Naturally, any  competent official wants 

facts before reaching a decision. Apparently, to the Dies Committee, it is a 

crime for an American citizen to talk over his problems if h is ancestry is not 

fully Aryan» 

6«  WTHE DIES COMMITTEE CHARGES THAT the League may have some pro- Japan and communis-

tic inclinations« 

ANSWER: This ridiculous accusation is self-contradictor y on the face of it and 

clearly shows how low the Committee investigators 1 will stoop in their efforts 

to smear loyal American organizations. Obviously the Leagu e cannot be both pro-

Japan and pro-communistic since these two represent warri ng ideologies. The League 

tolerates neither. From the very first (1930), the Nati onal Japanese American 

Citizens League has stood for undivided loyalty to the Unit ed States and its demo-

cratic institutions. For this reason,'it has won appre ciative commendations of 

civic organizations and public officials, some of which c ommendations have been 

quoted in these pages. Belonging to the most vulnerable  minority, the League 

members realize that only the complete United Nations vic tory can give them 

security in a free democracy where merit and not race is the basis of recognition. 
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It is natural that Elmer Davis, Director of the OWI, in his A pril 23rd nation-

wide broadcast reaffirming this country's determinatio n to win a complete vic-

tory, should quote at length an editorial from the Pacif ic Citizen, the official 

organ of the Japanese American Citizens League, A part o f the longer passage 

which Mr. Davis quoted and which also positively expresse s the position of the 

League, reads» 

'The American people will not brook a negotiated end to thi s war. 
There can be no peace with murderers. We must and will gain th e 
unconditional surrender of our Axis enemies. The enemy wil l give 
no quarter, and the salvation of our way of life rests on co mplete 
and irrevocable military victory.' 

7. "THE DIES COMMITTEE CHARGES THAT the League held a 'secr et 1 meeting in Washing-

ton, and insinuates that the meeting might be to plot the 'capture' of the govern-

ment by infiltration  1 

ANSWER: The allegedly 'secret' affair was an open meeting held at a church and 

widely publicized in publications, including the Pacifi c Citizen. Problems af-

fecting Americans of Japanese ancestry were discussed. 

"These examples typify the whole approach of the un-Ameri can Dies Committee--

fantasies, which easily oould have been checked, are advanc ed as if they were facts. 

Further evidence of the bias is the chairmanship by Represe ntative Costello, who for 

long has been an outstanding anti-Japanese American race b aiter. An impartial in-

vestigating committee would hardly selcct as its chair man the chicf persecutor and 

advocate of a partisan view. The Committee's activities, as  'Mr.  Dillon Myer, Direc-

tor of the WRA, stated, oreate hatred, set race against rac e, depress the morale of 

a loyal American group, do a great disservice to the Unite d States, and might have 

as well said, can only give comfort to the enemy, especially Tojo Japan, which is 

anxious to make this a race war. The United States needs A mericanism and not Dios 

racism» 

"NOTE: Since this was written, the Dies Committee held sever al 'hearings,' 

including the questioning of Paul Abe, mentioned in charge 1 , Part III, above. It 

was shown conclusively that Abe had nothing to do with the Le ague — he was not even 
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member and was a relatively harmless citizen» He was not only cleared by the FBI 

but also was seriously considered for an Army job •which he did not get , only because 

he did not have the proper technical training. Such is one o f the methods used by 

the un-American Dies Committee and the Hearst papers to smea r the League successfully— 

successfully, since the West Coast and Hearst papers had p ublicized the alleged con-

nection in screaming headlines for days. The retraction re ceived only one sentence 

in the middle of a long article» 

"According to the Washington News, to the Dies Committee the Japanese 

American Citizens League is a questionable organization b ecause 'the League raised 

money in this country to resist legislation unfavorable to the Japanese (meaning 

Americans of Japanese ancestry). 1 In short, for Americans to resist such vicious 

race-baiting laws as the previously mentioned Arizona ac t is regarded by the Dies 

Committee as subversive» This clearly reveals the fasc ist mentality of the Commit-

tee. Why does it not investigate the racist instigators of th e.un-American discrimi-

nation instead of attacking the victims? When was it wrong f or citizens to seek 

redress through legal means? This is another example of t he intolerance and the un-

Americanism of the Committee and its collaborators and ins tigators, the California 

vested interests and $he Hearst press." 

Also, a leaflet put out by one of the church groups to create better feeling 
111 

for the evacuees, says: 

..  "ON BEHALF OF THE FOUR FREEDOMS 
FOR AMERICANS OF JAPANESE AMCESTRY 

American soldiers of Japanese ancestry have already give n their lives in 

defense of the Stars and Stripes. Hundreds of these young me n are in special combat 

duty -with the forces of General MacArthur in the South Pacif ic; hundreds more are in 

training for overseas service at Camp Savage, Minnesota; t housands are in training for 

combat duty in the European sector at Camp Shelby, Minne sota; others are already in 

North Africa» The War and Navy Departments are employing pe rsons of Japanese descent 

loyal to the American flag in civilian capacities in the p rosecution of the war effort» 
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w0n June 30, 1943, the Chicago Sun, on its editorial featur e page printed 

the following: 

TDespite the flat assertion of the Federal Bureau of Investi gation that 
it has not been able to find a single instance in -which a J apanese of American 
citizenship has been guilty of sabotage, including Pearl H arbor, Rep. Martin 
Dies and his corps of investigators are ready to paint Japs i n the continental 
United States as a menace and a potential fifth column. You can expect plenty 
of sensational testimony -when the Dies Committee takes a fter them commencing 
today. 

*Many Congressmen disapprove the entry of the Dies Committ ee into the 
debate over control of U. S. Japs. They apprehend that it wil l stir up 
new race hatreds and create a permanent bitterness agains t Japanese Americans 
•who are overwhelmingly loyal to their native country. • . . 

•A Senate subcommittee headed by Senator A. B. Chandler of Ke ntucky, 
will shortly recommend three main steps to take care of th e Japanese problem. 
It would apply the draft law to all Japanese citizens of d raft age, of Y»hom 
there are 19,000, just as to other citizens. Those who pass F .B.I» and Army 
loyalty tests would in regular course be inducted into serv ice. There are 
already 7,500 Japanese volunteers in Army uniforms. 

'Japanese who admit their loyalty to Japan or whom investiga tion indi-
cates are disloyal to the United States would be sent imme diately to concen-
tration camps, where 2,000 Japs are already interned. The rest — those over 
or under military age, but able to work — would be sent to priv ate employment 
sections where they are wanted, after receiving F»B.I » and military OK's» 

•That solution would eliminate at least 8 of the relocation c amps and a 
governmental payroll of 1,600 employees, plus the money pa id to 50,000 Japanese 
in the camps, who receive $12, $16 and $19 a month. It woul d give the inmates • 
a chance to establish themselves in communities in small g roups avoiding the 
friction inevitable if they return en masse to the Pacifi c Coast after the war. 

'If tl>e problem is not handled that way, committee members have predicted 
that the irresponsible outbursts against well-intenti oned Japanese Americans 
such as the Dies Committee encourages, will place on the g overnment a permanent 
burden of supervising them with the relocation camps be coming the equivalent 
of Indian reservations»' 

1 There  are readers who go with us in COMMON GROUND on everything exc ept 
those of Japanese descent; there are others who go with us o n everything except 
the Negro or the Jew» But democracy is no such half-way pro cess. It is a 
tough belief, and it brooks no emotional withdrawals. We r eally mean democracy— 
at home and abroad — or we don't. - Editor, COMMON GROUND, Su mmer 1943 

, ******* 
'Community acceptance, v>hich at one time was a stumbling block for the re-

location program because municipal officials hated to com mit themselves before 
elections, became increasingly easy as students made good records in other 
communities» Individuals who were hesitant about their ne w classmates were 
won over 

by the fact that they were typically Americans - inter ested in acti-
vities and well versed in college tradition and folk custom s. The students of 
Oberlin College in March 1943, elected Kenji Okuda, late of . . the University 
of Washington via the Granada Relocation Center in Colorad o, as president of 
the student council, the highest office in the student body . 
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»The first prisoner of war taken by the United States was ca ptured by a 
Hawaiian-born Japanese American national guardsman, -who overpowered the operator 
of a Japanese submarine, while patrolling a Hawaiian beach on December 7, 1941. 

-UNITED PRESS, April 22, 1943 

***** 

'A Nisei soldier-technical sergeant from Camp Savage-carn e into Chicago wearing 
the vari-colored decorations seen on many uniforms these d ays» Asked to explain 
what they meant he said that one was for service before Pear l Harbor, another 
for service in Continental America, one for action in Alask a and one for Asiastic 
or South Seas duty. 

wIn speaking at Union College in Schenectady, N.Y., on April 26, 1943, Joseph 
C« Grew, former United States ambassador to Japan, comme nted on the Niseis worth 
to America: 

'We know, in this country, what persons of Japanese race, re taining part-the 
good part of Japan's wonderful culture, can perform ... 

*These Americans of Japanese origin are to Japan what you and I are to England, 
Scotland, Ireland, Germany, France and other European coun tries* They are Ameri-
cans, but they are also the "cousins of the New World. H I am proud of my trans-
atlantic cousins, and do not feel myself to be any the less Am erican for that; 
and I would respect any American of Japanese descent who tried to contribute to 
our common, free American life those especially good qual ities which he may have 
inherited from his transpacific origin. 

'We in America are in a real sense the apostles of the future ; we show the 
rest of mankind what men of diverse races and cultures can a ccomplish with a 
common good will«' 

***** 

'All of this comes home to the churches. They have won the resp ect and grati-
tude of the nisei since the evacuation ... It is high time t hat we who call our-
selves Christians should stop classifying human beings according to the birthplace 
of their ancestors of the color of their skins, and recogni ze all peoples as 
kinsmen ... Our churches must lead by example. Democracy as a way of life is 
precious enough to be practiced. And Christianity is far m ore effective when 
followed with fidelity«' 

- Kirby Page 

THE DEPARTMENT OF CHRISTIAN FRIENDLINESS, 2969 VERNON AV ENUE, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS w 

Yatabe thinks that the public sentiment is as good as it ev er has been now. 

For the past month there has been relatively little in the pap ers about the evacuees. 

Yatabe feels that the only thing to fear now is that Nisei g angs will start to fight 

other Nisei gangs. He said that there were some remnants o f some L.A. gangs in town 

m 
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who were going around with a chip on their shoulders and he wa s fearful because 

one of these days it may clash with another equally tough ga ng like the Hawaiians 

or a S. F. Nisei gang. I don't think that there is much dange r of this unless there 

is a large public gathering of Niseis at some dance or soci al. Tom said that he was 

out to a Nisei party last Saturday evening and there were ab out 50 Niseis there. He 

said that it was a sad affair and a lot of the zoot suiters w ere drunk. It v/as put on 

by a bunch of lonely boys vdio are doing some sort of nursery work seven days a week. 

Yatabe also mentioned that some Nisei was slugged dowi by t he YMCA the other 

evening and that several have been robbed recently. He talk ed to the police commis-

sioner ™ho is favorably inclined towards the Niseis because  they are law abiding and 

there has been no crime record against them in the year that they have been in Chicago. 

On the way home, I saw a blind negro selling pencils on the str eets and there 

were flies all over the sores he had on his face. Not many evacu ees were ever so 

miserably treated by society as that beggar, I thought. It w as a pitiful sight. 

This evening Bette felt that she needed a little relaxatio n before her finals 

Friday so we went to the show. 

Thursday, August 12, 1943 (pp. 22-30) 

Today was another busy day. I have so many potential cases l ined up that 

they are getting ivay ahead of me. I just will not be ablp to k eep up to all of them 

although I hope to do at least a case a week, if not more. It takes quite a long while 

to interview a person and get him to talking. They are will ing enough because of the 

prestige of the University of California, but they like to r amble and talk about 

nothing and I have to continually turn the conversation ba ck to what I want so it can 

be controlled. It took me all day, about 6 hours of actual inte rviewing, for me to get 

the data on Kenji Nakane (CH-8). It was raining hard this mo rning and I was tied up 

a half hour trying to contact the Friends Hostel, but the l ine was busy. By the time 

I made up my mind to go out anyway, it m s past 10:00. I did not arrive until around 

11:30 as the hostel is way up on the north side. Bob Forte invi ted me to lunch there 
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so that I -was able to carry on the interview all through the af ternoon. I will 

probably have to see him several more times before I finis h. Kenji is a 39-year-

old Issei. His wife and kid are out here with him. He claims to be a lay minister 

and a social worker. The other ordained ministers snub him something awful.' Kenji 

is a* soft spoken individual and very Right now he is one of the counsellors 

for the Church Federation. A woman in Californie is his angel and she gives him 

$50.00 a month, and another group in town gives him $10.0 0. He gets free room at 

the hostel, I think. I haven't got all the details of his lif e from him yet. Kenji 

is a very interesting individual and most cooperative. I th ink that it will make a 

good case record, I hope. I have Mary*s and his to do now a nd I haven't started typing 

up either yet. 

The Hostel is running capacity right now. Met all of them toda y, including 

several Niseis I knew from S. F. They were pretty worried abo ut jobs. They sit around 

there and hear all sorts of rumors and many of them are scar ed out before they even get 

started. Naturally they hear the worst of the Nisei experi ences here because it is 

more dramatic and this gives them a wrong psychological star t. I told Bob Forte to 

send them out looking for houses and jobs before they talk ed to anyone so that they would 

not be discouraged before they even started. Shig Okamot o just pulled into town. He 

was a pharmacist in S. F. (never made over $80.00 a month in hi s business ). He was 

very worried about getting placed as he heard that pharmacy w as one field hard to get 

in. That is true. Shig got an Arizona license which is rec iprocal with Illinois so 

that he has no worries on that score. He left his wife back in c amp. His friend Naga-

moto is an accountant and he heard that this was the next ha rdest field to get into 

out here. He is worried about housing also. They were resti ng up today before going 

job hunting and their faces got longer and longer as the other Niseis told of their 

troubles. There was a Caucasian girl there and she said tha t she was having a hard 

time getting an apartment for her husband and herself on acc ount of her husband*s race. 

She decided to go down to the Tribune and put an ad in the pap er. 
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Then there was the gypsy woman from Australia who is married to a Japanese, 

She looked Japanese to me, but Nakane said that she was Cauca sian, She spoke .ex-

cellent English. She has wormed her way into the hearts of th e Hostlers by telling 

them their fortunes. They all want to know what success the y are going to have in 

resettlement and this woman is very obliging and says that they will all be world 

beaters. She left the place during the afternoon as she had fo und an apartment. She 

said that the hostel was her second home and that she wou ld return at least once a 

week. 

Mr. Takemoto and his son are also potential cases. X have te ntatively scheduled 

Mr. Takemoto. He is a 65-year-old Issei who has been in this c ountry for 60 years. 

He was supposed to have been on the first boat load of contr act laborers from Japan 

to Hawaii. Mr. Takemoto speaks very good English. His son gra duated from U. C. in 

1929. His mother was taken to a hospital for a major operation last night. 

Then there were several Nisei girls there, but they were sh y young things, 

except Lily Tamaki. She is formerly of San Francisco a nd out here looking for secre-

tarial work. Maybe I shall interview herd soon. I don't want t o get too interested 

in any particular girl because then I may spend all my time i nterviewing one person and 

my work will suffer. I have to keep scattered here and th ere and see as many different 

people as possible. It is hard enough catching them as i t is. I have concluded that 

it takes about 4 hours in the minimum for even my shorter cases . The longer ones take 

ten hours of interviewing which is spread out over several m eetings. 

Talked with Bob Forte for a while. He said that he has be en busy looking 

for another building to use for a hostel since Northwestern  University is taking over 

the present place. He would like to get a larger place. There is one prospect on the 

near north side, but he would rather have it out further a s it would encourage the 

Niseis to look only on the near north side as the Hostel was do wn t&ere. There is a 

chance that Northwestern will lease the present place back to them. Bob was very con-

cerned with the people who will be coming out from Tule. The d ate has been shoved 
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ahead to October» He does not know how they can possibly hous e any number of people. 

The TOt has asked him to take 5 a week from Tule and the Brethren will take 20. The 

Brethren also are looking for a new hostel location. Bob does  not believe it will be 

possible to take even 5 a week as the Hostel is booked to t ake about 20 a week for 

September and October. He does not think it will be possible t o get them out in their 

own apartments in one week. 

"The average length of time spent here has been raised from 8 days to 12 now. 

That shows that housing is harder to get. At first we were g etting almost all single 

persons and they could and still can find places, but the c ouples and families find 

it much harder. I don't know what the resettlers who do not c ome through the Hostel 

will do. It will be impossible to accomodate a large numbe r from Tule and I don't -

think they should be brought out too fast. They will be scat tered out all over the 

Midwest, but a sizeable portion will come out here. I th ink that this will be a 

harder group to resettle as the cream has already come out . It will be quite a hectic 

time when all those people are sent out. Maybe most of them will go to the other TflIRA 

centers; we do not know yet. Many of the loyal will not be able to resettle. There 

is some talk going around that they are getting the worst of t he deal because they have 

to be uprooted all over again while the *no* group get to st ay in Tule." 

Bob was very proud of the record of his hostel. He said that  out of the almost 

300 persons "who have passed through not one has become so di scouraged as to return to 

camp. This leads him to the conclusion that he has the ultr a-cream of the crop. He 

thinks that plenty of jobs are still available although th e fellows seem to be having 

more difficulty. He considers'that it is a blessing in disg uise that they cannot get 

into defense work so easily for two reasons. First, the rat e of pay for unskilled 

work is about the same as in non-defense jobs. Secondly, the d efense workers will all 

lose their jobs after the war so that it is better for the Nisei s to get established in 

other work so that they vdll not be totally disrupted agai n. Bob said that only an 

exceptionally few were making $80.(30 a week like Eddie Y ano. He was concerned because 

so many of the Niseis had such distorted ideas of the high wa ges that they could make. 
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He said that most of the jobs paid only from $20.00 a week t o $35.00, and a few of the 

professional were getting $40.00 and up. He said that many of the Niseis came out 

here with the idea of making $40.00 a week and were disappoi nted when they could not 

get more than $25.00. Most of these were unskilled. Even a fellow like Shig Okamoto 

who only made $80.00 a month as a pharmacist in the Japanes e oommunity hoped to make 

about $45.00 a week. Now he is not so surej he may be even a littl e depressed because 

he was told that pharmacy was hard to get into and that many  of the Niseis registered 

as such were in related work making about $25.00 to $35.00 a w eek. Bob told him that 

even the top pharmacist did not make $45.00 a week. Shig loo ked mighty depressed 

when he heard that so I said that it was possible that he wou ld be one of the lucky 

ones. He is about 30 years old, but he did not know how to go a bout looking for a job. 

I told him to make the rounds of the WRA, Friends and then go to see some of the Niseis 

who were similarly trained and get their advice, and then follow the want ads and look 

up the Pharmacy Association to see if it had any leads and a lso the University. I also 

told him to go to the USES* That will give him something to d o for the next few days. 

It will do him a lot of good to get out on his own also. He was expecting the IRA and 

Friends to do everything for him so I set him straight. I gav e all the group in the room 

a pep talk. Bob thought it was so good that he wanted me to writ e an article for the 

F.O.R., but I told him that I could not do anything without th e permission of U.C. It 

was a good out and he understood. This evening the F.O.R. phoned me up to ask again so 

that I referred them to Togo who is a first class newspaperm an. I said that I did not 

think I could write an article anyway. 

Also found out that the two hostels have taken in 620 people  altogether 

and the average length of stay was now 10 days for the two hos tels. Bob said that the 

Brethren had more single persons so it was easier to get them out. Bob goes out house 

hunting 3 times a week himself while a lot of those timid Nisei s just sit around the 

hostel. He said that many report that they can't get a plac e because of discrimination 

when they don't even stir up out of the place. They just sit th ere and hear rumors. 

Bob tries to tell them that housing is a general problem and th at only the Beverly Hills 
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area is definitely known to be absolutely closed to the Nis eis. Bob feels that a lot 

of the refusals may be due to the personality difficulties o f the Niseis themselves. 

He said that a lot of them had inferiority complexes which the y could not overcome. 

He said that he knows of many cases where a timid Nisei wa s turned down and right after 

him a bolder Nisei went in and got the place. He said that in one  or two actual cases, 

a timid Nisei would only look at the vacancy sign and be afrai d to go in and apply. 

They would come back and say that they were turned down. So me of the people actually 

have to be forced out of the hostel to go look for a job and apar tment. In spite of 

that, Bob thinks highly of the Niseis and he realizes that they are in a tough spot so 

he tries to do as much as possible for them. 

After the heavy rain this morning, the sun came out and we had a humid 90° 

heat wave. I was pretty tired when I got home. 

Bette has one more day to go and she is studying hard for her 7two finals to-

morrow. For the first time in history she actually turned the radio off so that she 

could give full concentration to her books. She plans to stu dy until after Is00 a.m. 

this evening, and she probably will. 

Letters from Alice and Emiko today: 

(Copy of Emiko 1s letter): 
*** 

"August 8, 1943 
"Dear Charlie and Bette, 

"Am finally getting down to my letter writing after a very hec tic and sad 

four days. Wish you could have both been here. I suppose Ali ce has given you all 

the details about the funeral and all, but 1*11 tell you abo ut it, too. First, of all, 

we arrived in Casa Grande at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday night. Ali ce phoned in to Mr. 

Tuttle, but he wasn*t in at that time so they sent some other m an down to meet us. 

There was another girl on the same train with us, coming to v isit camp 1 from Phila-

delphia — can't describe such a dumb drip as her. I've al ways treated people pretty 

nice, but I just couldn't help being sarcastic to her. Anyway , we arrived in Gila 
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about 11 p.m. Mr. Tuttle met us and brought us home. Mom and the kidaseemed to have 
V: » 

taken Pop's death pretty well. On Wednesday we stayed ho me, talked and rested. 

Thursday, we were all busy getting our clothes ready for t he Wake which was held that 

night. I was all right until they brought Pop into the church in that casket. Then 

I started bawling and couldn't stop. The box looked so grey  and dreary — gee, I'll 

bet Pop felt sort of lonesome. You'd be surprised at the amo unt of people that attended 

both the wake and the funeral. Everyone treated us so nice, and they really were help-

ful in getting everything fixed up. Pop had five wreaths, 2 bouquets and 2 bunches of 

flowers. One from Dr. Thomas, Bob, etc. It was so nice looking . Even now I just 

can't believe he's gone. Everyone says that I took it the wors t, but I guess I'm just 

a cry baby. Poor Pop, though — I'll always remember him as of the Tanforan days when 

he was so happy-and gay. I've said it before, but I can't beli eve that he's gone. I 

feel as if I'm going to go to the hospital and see him again. I t seems so unreal that 

I'm afraid it's going to hit me all of a sudden one of these days. Pop looked peaceful 

though — Mom said he died very easily, without pain. Afte r the  funeral'  on Friday, 

Mom, Mrs. Sartow, Alice and I went to Phoenix to see him once more before cremation. 

All I feel like writing is 'I just can't believe iti' We left h im in thatlonely room 

in Phoenix at the undertaker's ... If you only could have s een him for the last time. 

I for one will Certainly miss him. That afternoon we did a li ttle shopping in Phoenix, 

buying presents for the people who were kind to us (Jap sty le), and then went home. 

Only thing that I didn't liie about the ceremonies was tha t they were all in Japanese. 

In a way I was glad, because if they said it in English I wou ld have cried too much. 

"News about camp? Nothing much. I haven't been out much. It's awfully hot 

here though. There's a Miss Handly taking Bob Spencer's pla ce here — seems to be a 

good egg. She calls Bob a 'good skunk' i 

"On the way down I bit on a piece of ice and that same tooth (b ridge) came out. 

I'll have to go to get it fixed soon. Incidentally, rumors ar e going around that Obo's 

mother is trying to Bi-shaku-nin him off with some ga l in Manzanar. 
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"Everyone tells me how fat I got« Boy, am I going on a diet  I 

"The next door kids are brats» Am going to hit them soon if they  don't watch 

out* 

"Well, it's pretty late now, so I guess that's all for now. Pl ease write 
\  'A 

soon. I'll answer pronto. Will you send me my 2 rolls of fi lms right away. We 

took pictures of the coffin, pall bearers, us, etc. 

Love, 

Emiko 

Alice's letter follows; 

"August 8, 1943 

"Dear Charlie and Bette, 

Now that all of the preparations and ceremony is over, I fe el very much 

exhausted, as we had a poor trip over. We were 8 hours late, a nd then had to wait 

at Casa Grande from 6:30 to 12:30 p.m. I phoned Mr. Tuttle, but they couldn't locate 

him. And -when they came to pick us up, they forgot to bring p asses. So it was very 

fortunate that ̂ r. Tuttle was at the office  ,yet,  and when the MP phoned  him,  he said 

to let us come to him directly, as he was expecting us. They sa id it was the first time 

anyone ever came in without a pass, and that we were lucky. 

There were quite a number of people at the wake, and several  large floral 

pieces. Ours wasn't exhibited until Friday morning. It w as a fresh flower casket piece, 
V 

and D. Thomas, Bob Spencer, Morton and Mary Wilson at UC sent  us a beautiful big spray. 

That was put on the coffin, and ours was set at the bottom. We took pictures after the 

funeral, but I'm doubtful whether they will all come out all right, as the man who took 

some of them didn't hold his hand up to shade the camera. 

Block 74 sent 2 big floral sprays — most of them paper flower s, as fresh 

flowers are very hard to get now, even in Phoenix. The Socia l Service Department sent 

one. There was one from the Relocation Center, one from the W omen's Club, and one from 

Mr. and Mrs. Sato and Mark and myself. Brigadier's (Chicag o Salvation Army Employer) 
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was loose flowers, so we had them in two very large 1jars, and then there were a couple 

more small ones placed around. It was all very nice and Mrs. Sato spoke in our behalf, 

thanking everyone for their kindness. Mr. Oshima gave a sort of obituary with all of 

the information about Pop — end Reverend Tsuda (Mary's f ather) delivered a long speech 

about how Pop left Japan, joined the U.S. Navy — was a hero on the U.S.S. Bennington, 

made his children go to church, and at both ceremonies — it wa s stressed about how Pop 

always had a lot of Caucasian friends. I'm glad for Mom's sak e that everything was done 

very properly and we bought about 8 dozen glass dishes to g ive as a thank-you gift to 

everyone in the block for donating for the floral pieces, and to those who donated 

money instead of flowers. They had a table at the entrance t o the church, and the 
? 

total sum on contributions amounted to $49.50 which help s towards the $*5.00 for the 

cremation and $25.00 for the trip to Phoenix, which was an e xtra service. Being Mom's 

and Mrs. Satow's first trip to the outside, and having the cha nce to go out shopping 

and dining out — on me — was worth the money spent, and it gave us an opportunity 

for a last few private moments alone with Pop. The cremation is extra, and the WRA 

pays for all the rest. Mary says she will make sure for me. 

Then we have to give Reverend Tsuda $10.00 for services ren dered, $5.00 to the 

Women's Club to which Mom belongs, $3.00 to the Men's Club t o which the Pall Bearers 

belong, and a gift to the woman who played the piano, plus $5 .00 to the church. Mom 

says she will pay for the remainder, since we are paying for the pictures, etc. She 

may need a little help, but Mary says that she will be on the Pu blic Assistance again 

so I guess she can manage. 

George Yamasake left by car with a Mrs. Omura, the same da y Mas and Annie 

Jujimoto left — and Dr. and Mrs. Minami are driving their car to Detroit. Mary Helen 

Nagasawa is at Detroit with Beulah Matsuhara, and her sister is leaving soon. Cherie 

Yusa will leave next Monday, and so this block is pretty sad. On the porch where Kanami 

and his gang used to sit — now there is a new bunch, Tom's gan g. They sleep outdoors 

quite a bit and travel around to each other's porches. (Ima gine  11  They all do their 
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own laundry. — Emi) 

George Y. really started something by washing his own clothe s. That started 

Tom and all the boys and Emi and I practically fainted to se e about 10 boys washing 

away after dinner the other night. 

And Tom actually liked wearing that shirt and coat. He thou ght he looked 

pretty sharp and commented on how clean he looked for a chan ge. 

There is a Miss Hankey here taking Bob's place and she seems to be very nice* 

like a good Christian woman. (What an insult — ck). 

It isn't too unbearably hot now, but hot enough. And we keep the cooler on 

all  day.  It rained yesterday morning, which made it a little coole r. 

Blackie and one little dog (same color and markings) are t he only ones they 

kept of the litter and Mom threatens to get rid of them both a s soon as we leave. She 

said she just kept it for me to see, being that Blackie was m y dog. 

Tell Mariko that Mr. Pleasant wrote a special delivery air -mail in answer to 

her letter. Ask her if she wrote to Reverend Eisel of Vallejo a bout the piece in the 

paper for Pop. 

Reverend Susu Mago is the proud father of a boy. 

Verlin Yamamoto is a father of a girl who looks exactly like bo th of them. 

Obo went to Manzanar to join his family and latest reports s ay that he is plan 

ning to get married as soon as he decides which one of the two  picked for him he likes 

better. 

Mayako walks around here like an Oakie, without any shoes. Well, it's too hot 

now so will close. Write later if you have time. 

Love, 

Alice 
jfc*j|(||cjtc>|e 

August 13, 1943 

This is supposed to be an unlucky day for superstitious fol ks, but for me it 

was very uneventful. It rained again this morning and then g ot terribly humid. Took 
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care of routine matters and then typed all afternoon. Prank a nd I were talking a while 

about the JACL. He wondered why they had such a blind spot as to attempt to take credit 

of defeating the Dies Committee when it was the War and Ju stice Departments pressure 

which actually did it. I thought it might be due to the striv ing for prestige and 

recognition in the Nisei group that did it. Most of the o ld timer JACL-ers are still 

around and most of them have a Moses complex. Some of them ha ve done very good work, 

but they still want too much personal glory, a sign of imma turity. I also felt that 

most of ifche leaders did not have enough social backgroun d so that they cannot see the 

significance of the -whole picture. Frank said that this w as a very interesting develop-

mental it did give some indication of the group which still h as not learned that the 

\ 
JACL in itself is a very insignificant group and that it would be powerless if it had 

to stand alone. I added that the JACL was probably stri ving to identify itself with 

the high governmental groups in order to get status in a sim ilar way as the Nisei tries 

to identify himself with the Caucasians. 

Frank thought that I should make a case study on Dr. Yatabe even if most of 

the conversations were long-winded and not very productiv e. He felt that even three 

weeks' work on him would be justified since he is one of the oldest of the Niseis and 

he could give a good history of the JACL. I thought that I ma y do it this winter when 

I will probably have more time. 

DST wrote and raised my morale by saying that I was getti ng cases  extraordinarily 

good and detailed, and that one a week was plenty, if not too mucji. I have set that 

up as my pace and will try to keep it up. Of course, if I do a lot of follow-through 

work, I will not be able to keep up the pace. One of these days I  should sit do-wn 

and prepare a detailed list of questions I should follow up o n. Random conversation 

takes too much time. 

I had planned to go see Mary this evening, but she sent a postc ard and said 

that she had committed herself previously to go to a YWCA m eeting. It was too hot to 

go out anyway, and I was sort of glad, although I will have t o do some readjusting of 

my schedule for next week. 
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John Fujihara dropped over this evening to deliver the te eth that Obo sent « 

on, Bette had been -wondering what had happened to it, Joh n has some sort of casting 

job and he is living with three or four other fellows on the north side. He said that 

they were working for the Cuneo press and that many Niseis a re now employed there. He 

likes it out here except for the heat, John drove his car fro m Gila out here. He 

brought several other fellows with him. The gas rationing b oard gave him enough gas 

for the trip. John was a block manager in Camp One and I got t o know him when I 

went over there for clothing and welfare applications. He h as been out here for a 

couple of months and he said that it was sort of dead because he did not know enough 

girls. He is a nice looking chap. He and all the other single N iseis are worried 

about this problem« 

This afternoon, Fred Hoshiyama dropped into the office. He h as been going 

to the Springfield Y College and he was quite enthusiasti c. He is on the way to 

Topaz, possibly to look for a wife. He sure tries hard. We he ard a rumor that he was 

going around with a blonde but he says that there was nothing to it. Fred likes the 

New England states very much. They have not seen many Orie ntals out that way. He 

seems to have made good adjustments through his school frien ds. He has an offer of a 
,  | If 

job in .the Y in one of the medium size towns in Massachuset ts, but he is not sure that 

he will take it after he finishes up school in December. 

On his way out here he went through Cleveland and saw Mitch an d Ann. He said 

that in Cleveland a temporary coop house has been set up with all Niseis in it. He 

thinks that this is a very good idea. In New York, he says the Niseis are widely 

scattered although about 40 go to a Nisei church outihere. F red has dropped.some of his 

old ideas he had at Tanforan along the way. He was a firm beli ever in God and the 

Japanese then if I remember correctly. Now he even swears a little and is not so re-

ligious, but I never could tell anyway since it always was a f ront with him, I think 

that Fred would settle out in New England if he could get a wife. His mother will 

probably fix it up for him in camp. Both of his brothers got m arried recently. 
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We had many visitors coming through the office today» I had to stall Dr. 

Masaoka off as I did not want him to come up and blow off. He m akes a nuisance out 

of himself. Mas Wakai was also over with Fred. Fred brought me a note from George 

Yasukochi saying that Landa Inui was living not so far from me. She is engaged to 

arflpkazaki boy of L«A* Before that she was engaged to Buddy I wata and before that to 

Hi Korematsu. She went back to Japan with her parents on the next to last boat and came 

back on the last boat before the war broke out. I used to go to th eir place up in 

Tamalpais when Dr. Inui was a legal advisor at the Fair. He was in the Japanese dijio-

matic service before that, and before that he was teaching at USC where he wrote the 

book, "Problems of the Pacific." Mrs. Inui was the first J apanese woman to graduate 

from Stanford. She helped me to get a scholarship to the Univ ersity of Chicago which 

I did not take because of the war. Landa is named after a ri ver in Africa. She is 

a very cultured girl, very unlike a Nisei, that is, that wa s the way she was before 

the war. 

Bill Himel also popped in on us just before we closed the o ffice. He has 

a 3-day furlough from Fort Snelling, where he has been trans ferred from Savage. He 

was in uniform, but we gathered that he did not think much of the intelligence service. 

He is not married to a Nisei girl, but he had one along with him , also the same car 

that he had in California which was a little battered. H e and his Nisei girl, Tom 

and Tomi, and possibly Frank and Michie went out to dinner t ogether and then swimming. 

He wanted me to come along with Bette, but I had made plans  to see Mary before, which 

did not turn out. I told him that too many Japs out together was congestion. When 

I told Bette about it, she said that she did not want to be se en with so many Niseis 

because it was too conspicuous. She said that she has become m ore self conscious since 

evacuation and she would rather avoid the Niseis. Besides, she still has a book report 

to hand in tomorrow. She took her finals today and she thin ks that she did fair, but 

she is not sure. 

Bill Himel is seeking the Nisei society yet. He still refer s to Caucasians 

as "keto" and says  Mwe Nisei. tt  He said "hatsui, neh?" to Tom and Tom replied, "What's 
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that mean?" He was a little curious about our office so that I gave him the general 

idea of what we were doing. There have been so many rumors aro und that he is an FBI 

agent, but I rather doubt that. Frank found out that he wa s not married to a Nisei 

girl when he congratulated him on his marriage. Bill said he was not married. He 

did not know when we could get together again as he may be sen t overseas any time. 

Bill has been seeking a Nisei society for years. I don't k now why he does 

it. He was at the University of Washington, then in Hawaii wi th the Navy, then in 

the University of California. He has limited his friends hips to the Nisei group through-

out this time, that is why so many of the Niseis on the campus b elieved that he was an 

FBI agent. I used his car to bring pop to San Francisco when the Vallejo area was 

cleared out in February 1942. 

I rode home with Louise. She is interested in a proof reader and researcher 

with a library. The Nisei who workecjthere before walked out on the job without telling 

his employer which left a bad taste. Louise may take the jo b on a part-time basis as 

she likes working for U.C. also. She is a good secretary and very efficient. I haven't 

given her much to do because Tom has so much to catch up on the T ule material. 

Louise is an older Nisei. She was with the Rafu Shimpo for 15 y ears, right 

from the beginning. She was the editor before Togo was. Fran k has encouraged her to 

write some stuff for the Study but I have not seen anything t hat she turned out yet. 

She invited me to go over to her apartment where she is stayin g with a brother and 

sister in order to get acquainted 

August 16, 1943 

Most of the week end we slept. Saturday I got up after lunch a nd then typed 

for a few hours before going out. The weather got real rainy ov er Sunday and today 

it was very cool, just like San Francisco^^ 

Mariko appeared a little upset Saturday, according to Be tte. 

was so 

upset over a letter that Alice sent in regard to the funeral that she did not go to 

work on Friday.^ A large part of this is her physical condit ion, ̂ h e has not been 

well for a long timey* Her resistance has been broken down due to her energetic night 
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life^ but she will not or is unable to heed our warnings. It is so tempting for her 

to keep late hours when some fellows ask her out. 

Recently Mariko has gotten in with some of the cast of the Ka thryn Dunbar 

show. One fellow has been seeing her regularly. We were over  there tonight and she 

told us about the farewell party held Saturday night. She had phoned us Saturday 

asking us to come, but I did not think that I should take Bet te since it was going 

to be a "cocktail" party and I got puritan and felt that th is was not the sort of 

environment for her to be going into at her age with a group of older 1 people. Mariko 

said that she asked us because she thought I would be interest ed in meeting some of 

the cast and it would give me a chance to do something "on my level" since I had been 

deprivirfg myself on account of Bette and Emiko. I told her t hat this was not so and 

that I enjoyed doing the more simple and "naive" things. She said that if we changed 

our minds to drop over, but we did not go as we had somethin g else to do. 

As it turned out, it was a good thing that I did not take Bette d own there. 

They had a "party" that lasted until five in the morning. Lat e at night, they were 

singing in loud voices attracting the late walkers in the s treet. Mariko said that 

a lot of drinking went on and "it was anything but an intell ectual party." Then Mariko 

had to sleep all day Sunday and most of today in order to rec uperate. She doesn't 

drink, but in her present health she certainly does do some unwise things, ^ c k tried 

to give her some advice on staying in morey Mariko has all the best intentions in the 

world, but "I can't help it if fellows drop in and ask me out. " Sometimes she forgets 

that she is the one  v&io  invited them in the first place. Since I have been in Chic ago,^ 
* yOY^ f  Iij fi* 

I have only been over there once or twice when there were not any visitors. <^ven to-S/Qj 

night she had a visitor. Jack sent her the attached note in r egards to looking after 

her health, but she laughs it off as a joke even though she know s that it is good 

advice. 

Jack's note: 

"DICTORIAL PROCLAMATION. NO L. 

"To be posted in a conspicuous place ....... 
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"Article 1» All persons suffering from sinus trouble or othe r ailments arising 
from self abuse and neglect of health rules by over indulg ence in participation 
of night clubbing, voluntarily entertaining soldiers as a USO hostess without 
official recognition from the established organizatio n; thereby not obtaining suf-
ficient sleep, shall hereby obey the following edicts as i ssued from his excellency 
»The Dictator.' 

"Section !• By no means is the said person to seek sympathy and consideration from 
surrounding people. 

"Section 2. Until further notice all suffering parties w ill relinquish all evening 
engagements that extend beyond 9:00 P.M. 

"Section 3. All persons concerned will be within *their a bodes by 9:30 P.M. and retire 
by 10:00 P.M. 

"Section 4. Affected persons will be required to particip ate in some sort of exer-
cise at least three times a week. 

Part 1. In addition he must expose himself to violet rays for a period of 
forty-five minutes per day. (This can be procured witho ut cost from the sun. 

"Section 5. As his Excellency realizes that this will make it rather difficult for 
the affected persons to work simultaneously, working will be forbidden until complete 
recuperation is accomplished. 

"Section 6. Unnecessary patent pills and quack medicine ar e positively forbidden. 
Any one violating this section -frill suffer violent conse quences. 

"Section 7. Any persons caught snichering or making critici zing comments upon the 
typing or grammar of 

this official document will be immediately reported by th e Ges-
tapo agents, and tried for treason. After all one should r ealize that there is a 
vital manpower shortage, and his Excellency is forced to do his own secretarial work. 
"Section 8. A sad fate awaits those who continue to ignore t he above statements, and 
I ain't kidding. 

The Dictator, 

(signed) 

, Adolph Kikuchi" 

Mariko has even gotten some more furniture so that her plac e will be more 

comfortable for visitors. The Caucasian fellow she has bee n going around with gave 

them to her. He was in the Kathryn Dunbar show and the troup e is leaving for Cincinnat 

today so that he told Mariko that she could have the mattress , studio couch, old radio, 

coffee table and a couple of other pieces. After Mariko pa id $3.00 for getting these 

things hauled over to her place, the fellow tells her that  only the mattress was his, 

for which he paid $10.00. However, he felt morally entitled to the other things as 
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he had done a lot of work in his $70.00 a month apartment and t herefore he assumed 

that he was justified in taking the furniture. Mariko will have some good furniture 

stocked up if she gets any more of these deals. She burned the r adio out right 

away and she was cussing it up and down when we got there this evening. 

She said that Mrs. Kemp was going to move out tomorrow and there is a man 

who is the housekeeper there now. The light bill business  has not been straightened 

out so that the gas and electric company promised to turn it o ff today. Mariko is 

stocking up on candles in the event that this happens. She has  made friends with the 

new housekeeper so that she feels more secure in her room. B ut the feud with 0 TBrien 

goes on. Mariko quit her job on Saturday and she said that s he is going to look for 

another place before she gets another job. She feels pret ty sure that she can get 

another job in the Loop as she does not want to waste thre e hours of her life each 

day in commuting to work. She still wants to live on the ne ar north side. 

Her latrine has finally been fixed. It got so bad that it was cr eating 

a most unsanitary situation in the kitchen just off from it.  Because of all these 

things, she feels that maybe she better find another place. But she is still not sure 

so that she does not say anything to the housekeeper about it .  Wien  she goes she is 

going to take some of the furniture with her as Mrs. Kemp said that some of it was hers 

and she did not car-e if Mariko took it as she is mad at Mr. O'B rien also. Mariko thinks 

that she will take the beds and a couple of -the sofas. In all  seriousness, she said 

that she guessed she could not take the oven because "that i s usually considered a part 

of the apartment. w Mariko would like to get an unfurnished apartment as she has two ' 

beds, a studio couch, two stuffed chairs, a couple of dress ers, a couple of tables, 

blankets, etc. on hand now. Last night she had George Taki ( more of him later) and I 

moving the beds all around the room so that she would have s pace for her furniture. 

It probably is a good idea that she moves out. It is not a ver y good environ-

ment, but if I say that to her she blows up and says that she has to consider the cheap-

ness of the rent. They pay the same as we do and they do not have a refrigerator so 

that is not much of an excuse. I will admit that it is more con venient for visitors 
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to come over and she does save carfare. But the dwellers in tha t building are getting 

to be on the crumby side. Mariko says so herself. Since Yoshi e has stopped for a 

week's visit there, the phone bill has gone up and the man in t he front room doesn't 

like it because it keeps interrupting his rendezvous with h is women. Yoshie goes up 

there and gossips over the phone for an hour and then wonde rs why she gets such a 

dirty look. Yoshie thinks that the woman is cheap and she co mments, "Gosh, she looks 

like a slut. She's got beady eyes. I could scratch her eyes ou t." 

Yoshie is really a personality complex. I think I should ov ercome my fears 

that she has designs on me, like Mariko says just because I don 't tease her like the 

rest, and do a case study. Yoshie is fat in the first place an d she takes a terrific 

ribbing about that. Then she tries to act coy which is not in keeping with her size. 

Then she is always hanging around because she is lonesom e. In order to compensate, 

she has bought a lot of expensive clothes. I talked to her a wh ile this evening in 

order to try and help her find herself as she is all mix ed up. She is only 20. Her 

background is apparently very good as her father is a well- known artist. She grew up 

in El Paso and she picked up Spanish from the Mexicans so tha t she has some sort of a 

dream to go to Mexico to live. She wants to get through colle ge, but she has no idea 

why. I asked her what she thought she would be doing five ye ars from now, but she has 

absolutely no plan in mind except some vague dreams. She has s ome talent in music so 

that she is planning to finish up on that starting from thi s fall. Then she would 

like to learn typing and shorthand if "it kills me" but she has not confidence that 

she could do an office job. She has been doing domestic wo rk and she resents it ter-

ribly as it puts "me in an inferior status." She is terribly loyal to her sister whom 

nobody ever speaks of because she had a "reputation" in Sa n Francisco as "Texas Mary." 

Yoshie came to Chicago six months ago with the idea of doing d omestic work 

so that she could save up enough money to go to college this fal l. She has been getting 

approximately $82.00 a month clear, as she gets her room an d board with her job. So 

after six months, she saves exactly $15.00 when she could ha ve saved at least $360.00. 

Yoshie does not know how this money went. She loaned $50. 00 to a friend and lost $20.00. 
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The rest has been spent because of her loneliness and frus trations. She worked up 

in Willamette and she would come dashing down to Mariko's tw ice a week because of 

wanting something exciting to do. She reads good books, but she gets bored with that. 

Most of her money goes for clothes. She gives a lot of it awa y in order to solidify 

friendships. She bought four hats in the past months costin g about $8.00 each. Mariko 

jokes about what expensive hats they are and yet she accep ts two of them as gifts. 

Yoshie has also given Bette a jerkin to give to Sniko. She buy s very expensive clothes 

and feels that it is a good investment, which it is, but she pro bably does not need 

that much. She has little knowledge of the value of money be cause it was all given 

to her before by her parents. Now she has decided that she is  going to have a career. 

She does not think that she will have a chance with musi c although she had hopes before 

the war. She has vocally given up the thought of marriage as "I want to have some fun, 

first." Secretly, a great deal of her frustrations and unha ppiness'now is due to the 

fact that she cannot get a boy friend which she feels is ve ry important as these things 

are of prime importance in the group she goes around with (Mar iko 1s). Yoshie has quit 

her domestic job and she wants to get one in town so that she w ill not*have to commute 

so far to "see her friends." 

I told her that if she really wants to go into business work, even if only 

clerical, she should do it and not listen to advice from Mar iko or anybody else. I 

told her that her psychological adjustment was more impor tant than the few extra dollars 

she could save in domestic work, and the inner tensions cau sed by doing this work. 

Mariko looked at it from a dollar-and-cents point of view, but it was the same argu-

ment as before the war. Yet Alice finally got out of it a nd she saves more now than 

she ever did as a domestic worker, and feels much better becau se she has some "status." 

Yoshie is going to stay with Mariko for the next two weeks and th en take a'domestic 

job and go to school. She will probably get the money from her f ather, although she 

did not say so. 

George Taki is a much better adjusted person, but even he is worried about 

the post-war period. He feels that he will be out on his ne ck after the war as even 
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in art work "There is racial discrimination." He feels that he only got his present 

job because there is a shortage of artists, but after the war they will come back and 

take the job away. George is in advertising art work. Marik o claims that he makes 

over $300.00 a month, but I don't know about that. He is a n ice looking fellow, but 

rather on the quiet side. He has a crush on Mariko, poor guy —  alas, I knew him well. 

All evening, he had a sort of calf look in his eyes, but it ma y be natural. He î s 

staying at the Y up the street so that he visits Mariko almo st every night. George 

was going to the University of Washington and doing free l ance art work before the 

war. Mariko says he is about 29 although he looked much youn ger to me. 

I pried some information about two other boy friends of Mar iko's, but she 

won't say much about them because she thinks I will put it d own in this journal, which 

I will. One is George Suzuki, a sleek customer with a mustach e, who plays the har-

monica and is inclined to be romantic. He graduated from Uni versity of California 

some years back, and then started to look for a job in his fiel d of engineering. He 

did everything from dishwashing to bartending. Then he wen t to Japan to take a com-

mercial job, but it was only for a clerk at 100 yen ($30.00 ) a month so he came back 

and was bar tending down in Chinatown. Now he is in Detroit looking for a job and 

apparently has something good lined up. His chief concer n, however, is to see Mariko 

and neck her. He says he wrote the mushy letter in one of his sober moments. Mariko 

was quite infatuated with his brother around 1940 and was g oing to marry him, but it 

broke up. He was a Kibei and a barber, but handsome as hell. Ma riko's other boy 

friend now is an Eurasian in the Army. The only thing that I  know about him is that 

he recently won $500.00 in a poker game so that he is trying to spend it all. He took 

three dozen pictures of himself to send around to all his g irl friends and he is sending 

a special one to Mariko. 

% All this time, faithful Paul is patiently teaching up at Ann Arbor and he 

still has hopes. He is handsome too, but needs more drive to  go with his intelligence. 

Bette has been recuperating from the last hard week that s he had in school 

and the month's laundry she has just"done. She slept until 3 :30 Sunday and late this 



DIARY ' 
Charles Kikuchi 

Chicago August 16, 1943 

morning* She says that she has a lot of sleep to catch up on as s he had been staying 

up until after 1:00 every night during the final period, 

Tom said that he went to the I House tea yesterday and that  a  flock of Niseis 

were there but they did not mix in much. He said that 100 were invited, but they 

brought all of their friends along and then stood off on o ne side of the room. Mas 

Wakai and Dr. Masaoka were there wolfing around. The big cr owd came in spite  of-  the 

rain and some of the girls came from north of Evanston for the event. 

Frank and I got to talking on the objectivity of the study. I said that if 

I reported the tea and if Jimmy Sakoda did the same thing, we wo uld get a totally 

different picture since personal bias would enter in. Fr ank was not so sure as he 

said that any conclusions would only be opinions. But if I said that these Niseis went 

to the tea because they were lonesome for other Niseis, tha t would be more than an 

opinion, I said. Another person could say that they went be cause they wanted to be 

assimilated with the Caucasians. Frank did not agree wit h me as he said that approached 

from a scientific viewpoint, there would be general conc lusions that we both arrived 

at. Then I went on to talk about our cases. Even if it were se lective of a wide group, 

it still would contain a lot of bias since a lot would depend up on the writer's inter-

pretation. For example, I said I was more interested in re cording cases -where fairly 

normal adjustments were made and to show extent of Americani sm, while Frank is more 

interested in the "problem" aspect of the individual. Thu s, I told him, if I work 10 

times as hard as he did and got 10 times as many cases, the w eight of evidence would 

be in my favor even if he were more scientific with his cases and much more capable of 

interpreting them. On the other hand, if he handled all "pro blem" cases, it would be 

a distorted picture of the Niseis who actually would not be a ll that neurotic. Frank 

granted me that point, but he did not agree that my cases we re that unscientific and 

he seems to think that I am getting good data. The point both ers me as I know that a 

certain subjectivity enters in. The very questions I ask t he individuals are often 

leading and pointed towards proving or disproving degree of integration (Americanism) 
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Frank said that I should not worry too much about technique s since in sociology the 

concepts were still general and if I got the data down on pa per, we could worry about 

interpretation later on. A lot of times I bring up these points in fun just to get 

Frank and Tom on the defensive about sociology. From a scie ntific point of view, it 

has many weak points and conclusions are often based upo n vague generalizations. If 

I prod them enough, I get a free lecture on the principles o f sociology from Frank 

as he knows his stuff. Sometimes I think I belittle sociolo gy too much and then I 

get a definite rise out of both Frank and Tom. I have to do th is or else they say 

I am working too hard and getting too many cases. It just seem s like I work harder 

because it takes me twice as long to type up the material.  I still hesitate to put 

in interpretations or analysés in my cases because I don't k now the principles to 

explain them, i.e., the tools of sociology, and thus I am not sure of myself and I 

don't want to be subjective. It is difficult to be completel y objective even in 

recording in the firstterson because it is impossible to put things down verbatim and 

my own bias may affect a mild statement that is made into somet hing more significant. 

I seem to be learning a lot just from the informal talks wit h Frank, but I have to 

give him an incentive to elaborate as he takes it for grante d that I have the back-

ground that he does. I find that I can say a lot of things ve rbally which I am unable 

to put down in writing. I still have to determine when an opi nion becomes a conclusion. 

This evening I did not go out as Mary had a sore throat. I wi ll probably 
\ 

see her Wednesday.  v 

* * * 

Letter from Alice: 

"August 13, 1943 

"Dear Charlie and Bette, 

Yesterday was two weeks since Pop's death, and it just doesn' t seem possible. 

The days fly by one by one — and yet, it's so hot, we don't do anything much. Just 

lie around — try to keep the house olean, and take showers. 
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Bob's successor, Miss Rosalie Hankey, has been over prett y often, and in 

certain ways is like Bob. She loves to eat, and has a natural , friendly manner. 

I took her with us (Yuri Amemiya and I) to hear Minnie Sasahare 's concert and she en-

joyed it very much — also going over to Yuri's place afte rwards to listen to some 

of her fine records. Jimmie Nakamura came with us — also Cheri e Yusa, and Sachi 

Matsumoto — who say hello. J.N. makes me laugh at his self -importance at being 

editor of the Gila paper, and says he wants to interview me a t some future date. I 

should have said "not if it's going to turn out like Mariko*s. " 

Don't know when that husband of mine is coming as he hasn't wr itten me a 

line since I came. I thought maybe he was going to surpris e me and just come unex-

pectedly, but so far, no sign of him. Wonder what's the matte r. Have you kids seen 

him at all? 

Not much has happened since our arrival, now that everythi ng has been taken 

care of. Mom bought some pies and cookies to give to each o f the persons who donated 

some money for the block floral piece and has distributed them around. 

You should see how the camp is changing in regards to green  trees, plants, 

flowers, and vines. Almost everyone has some sort of an arbo r, or lawn, or flower 

garden, and the sunflower, and trees grow so fast. The Cau casians' houses really look 

very nice, and are very cool within, as they have air-con ditioners and cement floors. 

Thanks for forwarding Jack's letter on to me. I'll send yo u the one he 

wrote-me — which made us laugh in parts — his interpretation of Pop*s last letter 

(or words) to us. 

By the way, how is Mariko getting along? I was a little w orried about her 

•when I left and Toshi says that she couldn't go to work one  day because of a sleepless 

night. Maybe you'd better have a talk with her, Charlie* T he kids here, and Mom, are 

going on just as usual, and one would think Pop to be in the h ospital yet the way 

everyone carries on a normal routine. None of us are tortu ring ourselves — or 

berating ourselves for not doing certain things while he wa s alive — which is what 

Mariko is doing. Of course, I realize that in her present con dition (both physical 
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and mental) she is taking out in her grief — all her past d iscouragements, sorrows, 

and resentments, and by the time this reaches you, she may be  over it entirely, but 

if she isn't, show her Jack's letter, and talk to her and tel l her that at a time such 

as this, personal health is far more important than one's sor rows, and she should ad-

just herself more quickly. 

Mom, Tom and Miyako have been suffering from some sort of po isoning, and 

have all been to the doctor. Vftien we arrived, Miyako had a v ery scabby and puffed 

up nose, which has become better now, and the scabs fallen off. Tom had two great 

big pussy pimples on his nose and under, and the doctor gave him epsom salts to help 

make it come to a head. It doesn't hurt today, he says, and se ems to be better. He 

had something on his leg too, which caused him to limp. Mom is limping around, too. 

It's something very funny— like a big mosquito bite that on e scratches and gets 

infected. It may be caused by some little bugs flying aroun d, or could be from too 

much pork. We have delicious spare ribs, and pork chops, bu t every day that we've 

been here we've had pork, pork, pork, and I'm getting sic k and tired of it (someday 

I'm going to ). We had fish twice, and spaghetti a couple of tim es, and fried 

rice,,  but other than that, it's pak-kai, roast, or pork chops. 

Elsie's father was over this morning for a little while, and is still talking 

about a Camp Savage appointment. He says they've written hi m a letter on it, and it 

won't be long. He says Bill graduates in November or January — and then will start 

job-hunting. 
r .  . ' . 

Johnnie Tachlhara is now head of CAS taking Annie's place -- and one girl 

told me that Miye had to laugh at her kid brother being her bos s. 

Emiko goes out every day with Tets' sister. Without fail, Su sy comes over 

each night after dinner, and off they go to watch the Bon-od ori practice, (even the 

boys are doing it) last night to a G*A*A* party for the girls, and tonight, to the 

show to see the "39 Steps." 

Last Sunday Cherie and I went to Church, and I noticed that t he attendance 

has certainly dropped. Being that most of the relocating is being done by the young 
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people between 18-27, the Church was barely half full — with Yukio still presiding. 

Miss Hankey says she read about 150 letters regarding the n o-no questions, 

and mentioned that a good majority of the young folks said it was because of the 

resentment stirred up by the un-American attitude and tre atment received by the 

Japanese-Americans. Only a very few mentioned a misunde rstanding of the questions, 

and the rest really wanting repatriation. 

Mr. Tuttle is working very hard on the segregation, so I have n't been 

able to see him much. Mary says that Mom has been put back on th e Public Assistance 

list, so I suppose she'll get/a check soon. According to Mar y, all we have to pay 

for is the trip to Phoenix ($25) and the cremation, so i f anything more is desired, 

I'll investigate first. 

Mom says she hasn't changed her answer to the question, an d for you not to 

worry. There hasn't been any pressure from outside sources as far as I know, because 

not many of the Isseis are for repatriation. 

The electric fan just went on the blink, so our cooler isn' t working. I'll 

have to wait for Tom to come back as he may be able to fix it. M aybe we'd better ask 

you to see if you can get another one. There were some big ones o n State Street for 
j \ 

$15 if they still have them, and I'll find out about the curr ent. Regardless as to 

whether Tom can fix this one or not, the one we have is pretty old and it's only a 

question of time as to how soon it will wear out. Most of t he people keep theirs on 

all night, but we turn it off at night to conserve the fan . I just got it working 

again, but will you look around anyway? I'll help with th e payment. 

Jack sent me $10 for help in defraying expenses for my trip, but I gave it 

to Mom since she was running low. 

Well, I guess that's all the news for now — i t ' s too hot to t hink straight. 

Bye for now — tell Mariko to drop me a line. I wrote her a lo ng letter and 

one to Jack, so from now on, it'll only be short notes. I have  to write a lot of other 
and 

people — some for me,/some for Mom. 

Love -
Alice 
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P.S. Tom is a little taller than Emi. 

P.S.S. Bewarei Everyone told Emi how much she gained — it mus t be the home-cooked 

food. 

P.S.S.S. The ashes haven't arrived as yet. 

P.S.-4 Emi saw Merry for a minute or two and got the package Mer ry wanted her to give 

her mother. If you see Merry, tell her that everyone in her f amily is fine. 

P.S.-5 I told Mariko the train time was 10:15. She heard th e man say so herself the 

night before, and I mentioned that if she didn't think she would get down there 

by 10 -- not to go down as it would be too late. 

Mom and kids perfectly content to stay here (Mom even for the duration, as 

Miyako and Tom have their respective gangs, and Mom has th e Women's Society 

to keep her occupied. Will explain when I come baelf more ful ly." 

* * * * * 

Letter to Alice from Jack; 

"August 2, 1943 

"Dear Alicet 

"I don't know if you have left Chicago yet, so I am sending thi s letter with 

Charles'. In the event that this letter is being forwarded to you, I ami writing a 

short note for you to explain to Mom, Tom and Miyako. If you receive this letter while 

in Chicago, it will be a repetition of what I wrote to Charles , but I hope you will take 

this letter with you when you do go to Arizona, and read it to M om and the kids. Before 

I forget it, I might metnion that if it is at all possible, t ry and have the remains 

of our father cremated. It really doesn't make too much di fference, but I think it 

would be better for the kids to think of him in the future as ju st being gone and 

returned to the earth from which he came, instead of pictur ing a lonely grave on the 

bleak Arizona desert. 

"in case Mom and the kids are taking it rather hard, try a nd explain to them 

that death is not to be taken as something tragic. If they believe that nature is 

God and God is goodness, then it is a natural process fo r an old man to die. After 
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all, he lived a full life and he is not to be pitied. 

''Death is as natural as eating and sleeping. All living matter,  be,  it man 

or a protozoa, behave in the same manner. When the cycle of li fe is completed the 

cells of our body cease to proliferate as they have exhaust ed their capacities. Life 

is handed down to the offspring, to us and you can't consider a person dying if the 

flame of life is carried on by his children. Life dies when a person remains unpro-

ductive. Consequently when you get right down to it, ther e is no death as we inter-

pret it. Rather, the word death is a man-invented word to exp ress a certain phase of 

the biological and chemical phase of nature. We are but elem ents of the universe. 

What we are composed of was supported and maintained by the sacrifice of other forms 

of life so that we may survive. At some time or other we must ag ain return our bodily 

elements so that other life may continue. 

"Tell them to be not sad for there is no cause for mournin g. Mourning is a 

conditioning or left-over process from the earlier perio ds of civilization when people 

believed that passing away was so tragic. Of course, we reg ret that it was a loss, 

but feeling sorry won't help much./ Instead, tell Tom and M iyako to be good to each 

other following Pop's advice and wisdom. Tell Mom that she n eed feel no regret because 

there never lived a more noble and considerate wife. She has been wonderful in caring 

for Pop and I'm sure that although he never admitted it, he always felt that way. Pop 

would have said this if his voice wasn't paralyzed: 'We ll, my dear wife and dear child-

ren: I am a tired old man now so I am going to rest now. Since I ha ve done my job 

well, and raised a fine bunch of boys and girls, I am very happ y that I can rest now 

without regretting that my children had turned out bad. Sin ce I am going to rest a 

long time, I will leave my body behind. I don't need it an y more. Besides, the same 

life that is carried in all the cells of my body are transpir ed to you mu children 

in your fine young and strong bodies. It's just like when you r cells in your skin grow 

old, they slough off. The same way with your fingernails a nd hair. But you don't cry 

when your skin cells are washed off from the surface after t hey have done their job in 
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protecting the younger cells which carry the samejlife by mitosis or cell division, 

so for that reason I don't want you to shed unnecessary t ears when my whole body cells 

in total after having protected the younger living cells in y our bodies and passed the 

life on to you, lies still and quietly in what you call death . It isn't really "dead" 

because that life is in your body. So, tell Mariko that she m ust take good care of 

those cells I gave her so that when she hands them down to he r posterity, they will 

not be handicapped by weak cells. Besides it will make me un happy to know that after 

I gave you fine cells and spent many years raising you to be healthy, you neglect 

your body so that you get sick. Now, Mariko, you do what Jac k told you to do and I 

won't have to worry in my rest. Of course, Jack send you "Dic tator̂  Proclamation" 

in kidding form, but remember that it contains wisdom. 

""'Mama, you have been very good to me and the children fo r which I am very 

satisfied. I say now that I am sorry I had a bad temper, and I often scolded and 

nagged you and made you unhappy at times. Eut this was only because I worried about 

the family and wanted to look after your well-being. I know I didn't always do this 

the right way, but it was the only way I knew how. You have  been a wonderful wife, 

and you are responsible that our children all are good chil dren. 

"'Thomas, I know you have been a good boy to your mother a nd father as well 

as to your brothers and sister. I know you are still young, b ut I want you to think 

about studying too, sometimes. When I am resting, I want to  be proud of my youngest 

son in that he is becoming a success. I never had a chance to s tudy myself, but I 

won't regret it if you study for me and become somebody fa mous. If you don't do this, 

I will regret that I did not sjtudy myself. Otherwise I will b e satisfied that my 

youngest son is carrying out my ambition for me. Being just a  good boy is not enough. 

You have been a little bit lazy in studying, but I didn't min d so much just as long as 

you will promise me that from your high school years on, you w ill try a little bit 

harder. Do everything you mother tells you to do and take go od care of her for me 

because you are the only man. in the house now. When Jack is finished studying, he 

will take over the responsibility so that you can go ahea d and study. 
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n *  Char lie, of all ray sons you make me the proudest. Jack is al l right, but 

he won't take leadership and responsibility unless he ha s to. He assumes that others 

will take leadership, but, let him fulfill his ambitions, you can count on him when 

the family really need him. You have been a kind son to me a nd I respect you most 

because of all my children, you understood me best. I am grea tly pleased that you 

are taking good care of the rest of the family, and I think you have done much in 

keeping the family together, especially during the trying days of evacuation. One 

thing I must, however, mention and the only fault I hope yo u will improve is that of 

teasing your younger sister, Alice. Of course, you only me an it in fun, but Alice is 

sometimes sensitive and although she says nothing, you hur t her terribly. So, remember 

that Alice is a fine girl and not all the mean things you and Jack accuse her of being. 

After all, I realize you want to encourage her into action, b ut your technique iss all 

wrong. I know that it's so difficult to have a quiet talk an d advising her because 

you think she is pretty stubborn and dogmatic, but, have  you ever tried to approach her 

in other ways besides in an accusing way? Jack has already v owed that he is going to 

try, and I think it will really work out, so will you also try the same. I have con-

fidence in you that you can because you have the broadest mi nd and intelligence of all 

my children. I don't expect my other children to take the ini tiative in trying to 

create a more "tender" attitude so I leave it up to you. I kn ow all you children love 

one another, but you're inclined to be rough with each other . And the rest of you 

children also remember this advice. Now Alice, the most cons cientious of all, I give 

the orchid for thinking about the welfare of all. Especia lly for the quality of for-

giveness and consideration you show to your brotyers and si sters. Although they don't 

say anything about it, they all appreciate it and are gracio us for it* 

"'Bette and Emiko", I have no complaints nor advice for y ou. I know that you 

will take the other previous advice without it being dire dted to you and apply them. 

One small point, however, you two are just a tiny bit impa tient with your brothers and 

sisters. Of course it's all right to "let off steam" at ho me and this is how the 

members interpret your touchiness, but try and be just a little more tolerant. 
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"'Finally we come to my little baby of the family, Miyako, w ho is too young 

to have any faults. Just keep on being a sweet little girl and write brother Jack a 

letter once in a while. He thinks of you often and wonders wha t his baby sister is 

doing. 

"'And so my dear children, remember what I have said and be g ood to your 

mother and to each other. I'll be sound asleep and won't ever know when you fight 

or are bad, but I have your promise that you have listened to some of the words of 

an old man, and I rest with confidence that you wilj all try and keep your word. 

Naturally you are all human and I don't expect you to be perfe ct, but K know that you 

will at least try. 

"'Goodbye and God Bless You.' 

"Alice — I'm enclosing a small money order which, although i t isn't much, 

is to help you in paying your travelling expenses when you pa y your last respects to 

Pop. I'm not able to go myself but I hope that ,you will rep resent me as well as the 

other members who also are not able to attend the funeral se rvices. Tell Mom I'll 

be travelling across country to see her soon. Also tell her t hat during my years 

absence from the family, I've grown closer to her and the kid s by learning to appreciate 

all the goodness of them 

Jack" 

********* • 

(Jack's epistle to Alice is amusing in spots and it fai rly drips in 

sentiment. Something must have-happened to the cold hard s cientist who wrote me an 

essay on death as a process of nature.) 

Thursday, August 19, 1943 

For the past few days, I have been running around for intervie ws. On 

Tuesday I went to see Kenji Nakane and talked to him all afternoon. He said that 

the Friends will continue to use the same place as ijhe Hostel . The place was leased 

by the Christian scientists and they sub-leased the small er building back to the 
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Friends. There is also a possibility that the Hostel will get another small building 

in the back. Kenji said that the Y made a new policy last wee k and now the Niseis 

can only stay there over night so that they are all looking f or places to stay. There 

were around 200 Niseis there. 

Kenji (CH-208) is one of the visiting counselors and he ha d some interesting 

observations to make on N isei adj ustments.  - He is looking for one girl who came out 

here on a domestic job. She quit in a huff when her employer o bjected to having her 

boy friend go over to thé place every night and staying until  2 or 3 a.m. in the morning 

The girl moved to the Y where her boy friend was living. Ke nji wants to talk to her 

before she gets into trouble but he cannot find her sin ce all the the Niseis have been 

moving out of the Y Hotel. The Y claims that they had to make ro om for 400 Marines, 

but Kenji believed that it was due to the large hordes of Nise is who made themselves 

very conspicious around the premises. 

By the time I got home Tuesday, I was dead tired so I went to bed immediately 

after eating. Yesterday I typed up Kenji®s case all day but wa s not able to get more 

than 20 pages finished. It will probably take me two or three days yet. Last night 

I went to see Mary again. She was dead tired from house huntin g so that I only talked 

to he^ for a couple of hours. The girls there seem to go out qui te a bit and they 

are either entertaining somebody or else out on dates. The y have to find a new place 

by the first of the month, but Mary is the only one who is looki ng hard. The rest 

leave it up to her and they are not too concerned. One of the girls is going to Wash-

ington to be with the labor board. I told Mary that it would be hard to find a place 

for six people and maybe they had better split up into smalle r units. The house was 

given to them for the summer and the time is almost up now. 

Bette has been busy for the past couple of days ironing and wa shing and 

sleeping. She is really catching up on her sleep. I don't s ee her too much as I have 

been rather busy for the past few days^^ 

Emiko received a letter from the Junior College today and I opened it. It 

was from the registrar who said that she will have to get a s tatement of honorable 
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dismissal from the Junior College in San Francisco; get clea rance from a Federal Agency; 

send in an application for exemption for tuition signed b y Mom; and a few other things 

before they will accept her. It is the same old run around. <1 wrote to the school 

board, Shirrell, and the school to get further clarificatio n. I also wrote a long 

letter to Emiko instructing her on what to do. School starts o n the 15th so that she 

will probably come back around the first of the month. I hope t hat there will not be 

too much trouble getting her enrolled for the fall term but I a m prepared to hear al-

most anything. I will certainly breathe a sigh of relief once all of this is straightened 

out.  / 

y^The weather has been nice and cool for the past few days s o that I have been 

more energetic. I just sit here and type all day and haven't  seen much of the office 

staff. I will finish up Mary's case (CH-7) after I do Nakane ( CH-8). After that I 

have to line up some new cases. I have a couple of leads to wor k on. 

When I sit in the office and type all day I get out of touch with things that 

are going on. I hardly knew that Sicily and Kharkov finally  fell although I realize 

that they are important events. It takes an effort to keep up with the world even out 

here. One of the things that I have noticed is that many Ni seis have the mistaken idea 

that the whole war is being fought around them. Yet they d o not particularly care what 

is going on as they are too involved in their own personal li ttle lives. They still 

feel that these events will not touch them muc' 

I thought again about doing some more schooling in Social Yi elfare, but arrived 

at no definite conclusion. I put it off by not taking any a ction. I don't think that 

I am in any position to go on with these plans as long as I h ave the responsibility.for 

Emiko and Bette. On the other hand, I can't see where furthe r graduate work in Social 

Work will lead to anything for me. Perhaps I will get around t o taking a course in the 

fall. I feel that I should go on with my studies at the same ti me that I wonder if it 

will lead to anything. It is a mental conflict that I kee p back in my mind. I am not 

sure now what I want to "do in the future. Research work app eals to me more and more, 

but I can't measure any progress in the work I am doing so that I do not know if I am 

fitted for it. One of these days I will have to make a clear-c ut decision. 

A 
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Friday, August 20, 1943 

9 S This noon I had lunch with Miss Green. She is leaving fo r California to-

night since she has to be there in time to teach a case work c lass on Monday. She 

took me to Phelps and Phelps, which served a tasty luncheon in the Colonial Room. 

We ate baked ham and corn on the cob. I ate the skin on the bake d potato too as she 

set the precedent. Usually people think it is funny to eat the skin. 

We had a lengthy discussion about the future of social work and the possi-̂  

bilities of my taking some graduate courses here. Miss Gr een feels that I should get 

my MA at the University of Chicago as she thinks that there wi ll be some openings 

in the field with a federal agency in the post-war period. She said that many of the 

Red Cross workers would be released so that the competition  would be keen. Right now 

the beginning social workers have a whole list of jobs to pick from. 

I told her that I was procrastinating about making up*my mind  to go see Miss 

^ Wright of the Social Service Administration as I did not w ant to be put in a position 

where I would have to make a definite choice. I was not so sure  that there would be 

a future for me although I did want to get an MA. As far as giving up my present work 

is concerned, that is impossible. I would not be able to g o full time because of the 

added responsibility of Emiko and Bette. 

Miss Green said that the Social Service department here wa s very lenient 

and that Miss Wright was looking forward to talking to me a s she was deeply interested 

in the evacuation and that she felt it was all wrong. Miss Gr een thought that some 

arrangement would be made for me to take just one course a q uarter in the late after-

noon. She suggested the case work course given by Charlo tte Towle who has quite a 

reputation in this field. Any how she convinced me that I sho uld go talk to Miss Wright 

if it only was for a social talk. She thought that they would even give some sort of 

financial aid to register for the course if I could not meet it . She said that there 

^ was no doubt that I could get a full time scholarship in case I wanted to go full time, 

but she did not know if the possibilities would be as good af ter the war. That is out 

of the question. Evidently Miss Green has given the Social Service Department quite a 
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build-up about me. She is sending Miss Towle one of the case s I did at U.C. as she 

thinks that it is very good for teaching purposes. Miss Gre en thought that if I took 

a part-time course I could do my thesis easily with the mater ial on hand. Before the 

MA is given a lot of field work has to be done and I thought th at perhaps I could 

talk them into some sort of arrangement whereby I did my ca se work at the WRA or the 

Friends and in this way kill two birds. Miss Green was not so s ure, but she thought 

that I could do my work for the thesis on this basis. Taking  a part-time course would 

require a long period in order to get the MA, but if I can work it in with everything 

I may give it a trial. Once I get Emiko and Bette started, I c an breathe easier. I 

have an appointment for an interview with Miss Wright for Mo nday and I can get some 

idea of the program. I will not have to decide right away. Th ere is also the question 

of getting into the school. I would not want to go through ano ther one of those run 

arounds in orde^ to register. Getting Emiko and Bette st arted has added enough gray 

This is one of those times of great indecision. There are se veral prospects 

before me and I have to either reconcile them or else make a choice. First, I stick 

solely to my work which is a good paying position and it has some prospects for the 

future. Second, I could go to school full time and take up S ocial Research and get my 

MA, but his means that Emiko and Bette will be left out. Fur ther, I do not know what 

I will have after I do get finished. Third, I can try to work in one course or so per 

quarter like Tom is doing, but I am not sure if it will interfe re with my work too much. 

This seems to be the most practical approach, but I do not fe el that I have justified 

myself enough on the study  .yet.  On the other hand, I could get some good courses, I 

think, on the techniques of interviewing. But it all boils do wn to: you can't have your 

cake and eat it too. Something has to suffer. If I were posi tive that social work 

would lead to something, I would not hesitate, but I am not su re. It is so uncertain 

and then the draft matter is going to come up soon. Right now s ome of the Nisei^who 

were discharged after Pearl Harbor are being recalled by the Army. Many of these were 

resettled, while a few of the Kibeis/ are in the reformato ry camp at Leupp. Well, I 
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will wait to see how the matter stands after Monday, I think  that I am making 
� * \ � 

more progress with the Study now than when I was in camp beca use getting case docu-

ments is something definite. But it is harder to get data out  here due to the diffi-

culty in contacting the people at a convenient time. Since I think I am making progress 

with the Study, I now feel that perhaps research is what I wa nt to do. But it will have 

to be in some field and I have not considered Sociology so m uch. Therefore, the ideal 

field would be in Social Service. Sometimes, I wish I had no ambitions and then I would 

not have to go through any mental tortures of making decisio ns  I  I feel sorry for the 

Nisei^because most of them do not have goals for the futu re, but I think that I am 

in the same state. Most of my plans are vague at the most and I  am not sure about 

them, INhen I get these thoughts I feel like volunteering in to the Army and escape from 

thiCnking too much, but I have gotten myself involved with so many responsibilities 

that I cannot unwind myself, I don't think I want to, really. 

In a way, I suppose my desire to get Emiko and Bette throug h is a life goal 

that I have set up for myself and it is something tangible and  something that I can 

rationalize to myself about. It sounds like an unselfish ac t, but I sometimes wonder 
ii 

if I do not have other motives. It is a good excuse for not si tting down and analyzing 

myself to find out if I do not do this because I am insecure ab out my own future, I 

would like to present the picture of a confident young man w ho knows exactly where he 

is going, but his is not true. My life goals are  noi  definitely crystallized eny 

more than the other millions of men and women in this country . Times are uncertain 

and one does not plan in years, but months, during these cr itical times. 
'  Vr J f U P  31  >3 

Even getting Emiko into school has its indefinite problems . It goes beybnd 

merely getting her enrolled. I talked to Dr. Johnson for a short time today and he said I 

that the future of the Chicago Junior Colleges was very inse cure at this point. The 

Board of Education would like to lose its suit that it shoul d not operate more than 

one Junior College because these schools are out of the rea lm of politics. The National 

Association of Manufacturers want to close the Junior col leges because "these American 

fascists don't want the common man to have education," ac cording to Dr, Johnson. 
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Already the Wright Junior College is closed although it may o pen in the fall. If 

the Junior Colleges close, there are few educational instit utions left in Chicago. 

The good ones charge too much tuition. 

Miss Green told me today of what some of my former classmate s are doing 

and they seem to be coming along fine. I think I resent it be cause I do not get the 

same chances as they do. It is that much more of a handicap , but then again, it may 

force me to greater heights in stubborn opposition or els e I may drop to the depths. 

I seem to be in a particularly pessimistic frame of mind today . I don't know why. I 
and 

feel fine/there has been no drastic crisis in my life recentl y. I think I started to 

think too much today and I came up against blank walls. I do n't know. 

Tom may go to St. Louis in a short while. He has a girl lined up there who 

seems to be very capable and Dorothy wants him to go down the re to put her on part 

time for a few months to see what she can do. The girl, Matusunaga is her last name, 

is supposed to be an exceptional student. I knew her fathe r at Gila. She has been go-

ing to the University there and will finish up in the spring. On her own initiative she 

has been making a study of the Niseis in that area. Tom says t hat there are 1,500 

down there but that seems a little high. Tom says that she w ould not mind going to 

a camp afterwards on the Study. If she could go to Gila where h er  family, is,  it may 

work out provided that she does satisfactory work. 

Bette went down town to sell her books today. For a $>2.25 chem book she only 

got $>.45. She only used it for six weeks. And for her English  book she only got $.55. 

She was so disgusted that she went to a show and spent half of it. She did not get back 

until late so we ate later. 

I pulled a bonehead trick last night. Left something on the st ove while we 

went to the show. When we got back we had a burnt pan  1  No more pan now. Lucky I 

left it on a very low fire. 

Saturday, August 21,.1943 

I didn f t go to the office today, but I stayed home and finished up my latest 

case. Although I only typed a little over half of the d ay, I managed to get almost 
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as much done as I ordinarily do in a full day at the office. Th is was because I did 

not have any interruptions as we have at the office. It was co ovl also. 

Bette was busy most of the day getting her work, shopping, coo king, reading 

etc. She has a lot of work piled up on her yet, but she is slowl y getting it out of 

the way. We ate an early dinner as we wanted to go to the 14t h Annual Chicago Music 

Festival which was held in Soldier's Field. We have been down to Soldier's Field three 

times now and each time there has been a capacity crowd. 

When we got down there, there were thousands of people crow ding into the 

stadium. We discovered that all the seats were sold and th ere was only standing room 

left* for 10,000 people, but these did not go on sale until 7*30. We got into a long 

line and patiently waited.  There were  some old women standing behind us and all they 

did was to complain about the long wait and how they could r eform' things if they were 

running it. I almost felt like telling them to shut up. 

We passed the time by looking at all the girls who went past t rying to find 

some pretty ones among the crowd. We came to the conclusion that Chicago must have 

less beautiful girls per capita than any other city in the co untry. Most of the girls 

were big, innocuous, and corn fed. They do not dress well at all and it is not entirely 

the fault of the climate. Maybe they are too far away from the influence of Hollywood. 

When I got tired of looking at them I read the papers. The big news was 

the fall of Kiska. The Japs fled without a battle ending th eir occupation on the last 

bit of the Continent. Maybe the jittery people of the Pac ific Coast will breathe 

easier now. Just yesterday the Hearst paper was featuring the captured Jap maps for 

the invasion of the United States. On the other fronts, Rus sia is making tremendous 

advancements, claiming to have killed, wounded or capture d over one million Germans 

in the latest campaign. The Allies are solidly in control o f Sicily and making flying 

blitzes on Italian railways. The Yanks in the South Pacif ic are making the Japs retreat 

from Salamaua. Instead of feeling that the climax is rapi dly approaching, I feel that 

the next stage is going to be hard and there won't be so many victories on a large 

scale and the closer the Allies get to the heart of the Axis n ations. 
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We got into the stadium before 8:00 o'clock just as the main f eatures were 

getting underway. At first we thought that we would have to stand on the rim of the 

stadium for hours, but we managed to worm our way into some s eats on the end near the 

stage so that we had a good view of things. The Music Festiv al was an impressive 

event. There was quite a military motif to it. There were abou t 10,000 participants 

and one of the inspiring scenes was the playing of the mass m ilitary and civilian bands. 

There must have been thousands on the field. A huge American F lag was drawn across the 

end of the field and the 100,000 sang the national anthem t o the accompaniment of the 

bands. The flag was the biggest I have ever seen. It must ha ve been over 100 feet 

high and 400 feet long. It took eight men to string it across  the wires on rollers. 

There were an army of musicians, singers, majorettes, an d other entertainers 

who performed. It was a varied and well-balanced program on the whole. The Negro 

festival chorus of 1,000 voices singing Hallelujah was one o f the highlights. Eddie 

Peabody and the Great Lakes Orchestra and Chorus was anothe r. The biggest hit was the 

• t, 

Royal Canadian Air Force band and -drill team. An impressiv e novelty was the triumphal 

procession from Verdi's "Aida" done with about 500 Greek -clad marchers to the accompani-

ment of the Festival Symphony Orchestra. In sharp contrast t o this, there was the tor-

rid swing Navy band. A 16-year-old girl from Chicago won the f inals of the singing 

contest and a 16-year-old boy won the prize for men contestan ts. Both sang classical 

songs. It was a very balmy evening so that we enjoyed sitting under the open skies. 

The festival was climaxed by the match lighting ceremony.. All of the lights were 

turned off and at a given signal, each person lighted a matc h creating the effect of a 

distant city glowing in the distance. It reminded me of look ing down at San Francisco 

from the top of Twin Peaks. 

After we got home we read the Sunday papers for several hours  and drank almost 

a quart of root beer. On top of that we decided to have a late snack so I made a whole 

batch of pancakes. Eette ate just as much as I did. I had a s tomach ache afterwards  I 

The people next door are having an all-night party it seem s. 
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Monday,August 23, 1943 

Yester<% we spent most of the time in waiting. We slept unti l about 

noon when Mark phoned up and said that he was coming over. He  had four cartons of 

cigarettes for me. Mark is able to buy them for $1.20 a cart on, which saves me quite 

a bit for smokes. He also was going to bring his electric cl ippers over and give me me 

a haircut. 

We waited and waited for him, but he did not show up. I was rea ding Hel ena 

Kuo's "I've Come a Long Ways" so that the time did not pass so s lowly. Bette ironed 

some of her things and then she paced the floor for a while before grabbing the Readers 

Digest and reading it from cover to cover. We got a phone c all from Mariko and she was 

also wondering where Mark was as he had phoned her and said th at he would drop in. 

Mariko was out until late to a dance with Sho and she was d oing some housecleaning 

today. She complained that there were too many people aroun d so that she was not 

^ getting much.done. Mariko said that Yoshie had found a job at $20.00 a month room 

and board looking after somebody's baby. She starts today. 

Finally around 6:00 o'clock Mariko phoned again and said t hat Mark was 

finally on the way and he would tell us the reason why he was la te. He did not arrive 

until after 7 S00 and he had Bob Kinoshita with him. He said that he had to be leaving 

right away, but we persuaded him and Bob to stay for dinne r. Fortunately, we had 

cooked a very large meal so that there was enough. 

Mark said that he had to escort a couple of soldiers to the hosp ital yes-

terday. He then got his leave.  + But he ran into the Sergeant yesterday afternoon and 

he wanted to know why Mark was not back in the Army Camp. H e thought that Mark was 

AWOL so that he took him to the station and held him for two  hours until it was all 

cleared up. He was not able to phone during this time. 

k was 

Mark said that he was getting his furlough on the 1st of the m onth and he 

£ would be in Gila for two weeks with Alice and visiting hi s folks. We told him how hot 

it was and he got a little worried at this. Mark wanted to kno w what he should bring 

his mother. He was thinking of taking her an apron, but I s uggested that she would 
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appreciate some ham or canned food more. Mark is able to get t hese things in his 

Army camp. He gets a discount on it also. Last week ¿he got a $60.00 Bulova wrist 

watch at cost price of $17.50. We kidded him a bit and sa id that Alice did not give 

him permission to spend that much so he had better not tell her of his investment. 

Mark looked up Bob as he did not have anything else to do. He h ad known 

him for about 7 years and they'used to go around in the same r Owdy gang. Mark has 

not changed too much; it has only been that Alice has been ta king up most of his time. 

When he has nothing to do like now, he looks up these former" c ronies. 

Bob came in with a terrific blue zoot suit. Bette did not se e how he had 

the nerve to wear such a light shade. Bob said that he paid $40 .00 for it. He had 

it fit up for a woman so that the seat is a little baggy. His pa chuca hair cut v;as 

pasted back just right. Bob is a zoot suiter,and he is willi ng to give me an inter-

view. 

Right now Bob is the chief bartender at the service bar of the Chez Paree. 

Bob has some dreams about becoming a singer. He has a fairly good voice and has won 

some amateur contests. I understood that he is a singing bartender, butthis is not 

the case. The service bar is out in the kitchen and Bob neve r meets the public. It 

is a classy place where the cover charge is $3.50 per indi vidual and drinks are from 

$.80 up. 

Bob gets a good salary. He did not say how much, but he did menti on that his 

monthly deduction for income taxes was about $38.00. He goe s by the name of Bob Lee 

and lives in a rooming place where JUigelo used to stay. Bob had been taking singing 

lessons but he gave them up. He said that he was planning to s tart over agin next 

week. He works pretty hard sometimes from 5 p.m. to 5 a.m. Th ere is no overtime, 

but Bob felt that he should put in the time as the place was s hort on bartenders. 

Bob has some idea that he would like to get into the movies. He thinks 

that there would be plenty of money in it. He said that he wou ld not mind playing the 

part of Japanese. Bette exclaimed in surprise, "But you wou ldn't take money to play 

parts telling a lot of lies about the Niseis, would you?" Bob answered that he would 
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only play Jap soldiers and that was different. He then star ted to kid Bette that he 

was only 17 years old so that Bette got sarcastic to him and  took him down a notch. 

Bob decided to lay off then so he began to play the records. 

In the meantime, Mark and I were having a conversation on t he rights and 

privileges of a soldier. Mark said that if anybody ever t ried to discriminate against 

him because of his race, he would sue them. He claimed that t he Army protected all the not 

rights of the soldiers. I diVthink that this was true in eve ry case. I asked him 

what if a Nisei balked at going into the Nisei combat team on the principle that it was 

Dot democratic, would he have any recourse. Tha,t got Mark a nd he did not know. 

Mark thinks that he will be at Camp Grant for six more months . When I started 

to ask him questions about the Army, Bette said, "Button you r lips, drip. You can't 

ask him military secrets." Mark does not think that he will be sent to Shelby in the 

Nisei unit. He said that there were about 600 Niseis in hi s camp, but they have been 

slowly transferred to other points. Mark believes that he wi ll go overseas next. He 

is in the medical unit and he hopes that he will not have to ca rry a stretcher. He 

would like to be an ambulance driver. He only gets to carry a pistol when he goes 

over. The only other time that he has had a pistol recent ly was during the recent 

floods in the Midwest States. 

After they left, we went for a walk as it was warm. We wande red into a movie 

house and saw a stinker of a propaganda picture, Mein Kampf. I t was some English 

propaganda and very poorly«done. It was more like a comedy, the way they tried to make 

a beast out of Hitler. The English are about 15 years behind t his country in the art 

, of movie making. They should have paid us to see the pictur e. 

I felt sleepy all day at the office so that my typing was slo ppy. It got 

warm again. This evening I had intended to go interview Yosh ie, but I was feeling 

tired so I postponed it until tomorrow. I went for my inte rview with Miss Wright of 

the Social Service Administration, but she was not there s o that a new time was set 

for tomorrow. 

Bette went down town to the bank for me and then dropped ov er to see Mariko 
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for a few minutes. Mariko is finishing up the work on the d olls. She is not actively 

looking for a job right now, as she wants to locate a new apar tment first. There are 

about four girls who want to live with her at her present plac e so that Mariko cannot 

make up her mind on whether to move or not. She does not wan t to move until Alice 

comes back from camp.. That will be about three weeks yet . Since Mark is not going 

there until the first, she will have six weeks vacation. E miko wrote today and she says 

that she has her ticket on the Southern Pacific so that she ma y hi  ve to come back alone. 

All the rest of the people go by the Santa Fe since this line d oes not go through a 

military area. Emiko has not been feeling well. She says tha t she was in bed for 

four days and she has been feeling sick since going there. The doctor told her to 

stay for at least three weeks more, but I don't know if she  will or not. On top of 

that the heat there seems to get her down. Maybe she will lo se a lot of weight as 

she says that she eats light as a bird these days. If I coul d get the school situation 

straightened out, I could tell her to stay there the extra ti me. I asked Shirrell 

about the Board of Education problem but he was not very he lpful. He wrote a letter 

back saying that I should go see the Friends Service. It is th is sort of evading 

issues and giving the run around that make so many of the Nisei s disgusted with the 

TflRA. 

It seems a  .  unanimous opinion that the camp life these days is very d ull. 

In Gila, Emiko says that they are having more things Japane se. I saw by the paper from 

there that plans are being completed to build a concrete str ucture with a reflecting 

pool to put all the names of the volunteers who have gone fro m there. The JACL had 

the idea before I left, but I suppose it fizzled out and now t he ex-service men are 

undertaking the task. The camp must have undergone a lot of changes since we left. 

I don't have much thought about it except in an academic way a lthough I suppose I tend 

to look upon Gila as my alma mater, like Tom looks at Tule. T here is some rumor that 

Gila will be closed down but I don't think that this is tru e as it was built more 

permanently than the other camps. 
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It seems that Kay Otomo is in another mess« She left here to tak e a -iob • 

in Dearborn, but left it because she is so unstable. The attac hed story was printed 

in a Dearborn paper and reprinted in a Japanese paper. It gi ves her the'benefit of 

the doubt, Kay has some wild idea that she is in love and she wan ts to get married.-

Her boy friend is at Shelby but he is not that serious. Kay has not been such a 

good influence for her 14-year-old sister who is running ar ound here because Merry 

is not strong enough to control things. They have four gi rls in their apartment 

and they do an extraordinary lot of entertaining. Emiko wrot e and was disgusted. She 

did not tell us about the clipping. Bette got i4 from anothe r girl who she knew at 

Gila. Emiko does not realize it but Kay influenced her a lo t also and gave her some 

funny ideas about romance. 

* * * * * * * 

The Newspaper Articles 

"DEARBORN WOMAN'S LETTER REVEALS EVACUEE PROBLEM. 

"JfThis letter regarding the illusive girls reads like pa ragraphs taken out 
of a short story. It is one of the unfortunate cases reporte d on relocation.—Editor's 
note.) 

"Dear Mr. Graff : 

"Sorry to bother you, but felt that I should notify you th at the Japanese 
girl — Katherine Otomo — who came to live with me last Wednesd ay — July 1 — left 
yesterday. 

"Katherine seemed to be a very fine girl, quiet and clean, n ice personality 
and easy to get along with, but she seemed to have sanethin g on her mind. After two 
days here she told me that she had some personal trouble, whic h she couldn't explain 
and intended to go to Chicago to see her sister, than on to Cam p Shelby, Mississippi. 
I don't feel I had the right to question her too closely, and b y that time your office 
was closed for the week end. At first she intended to stay for ten days, but suddenly 
decided Sunday that she would leave at once. After talking wi th her I realized her 
mind had been made up before she ever left Camp, so made no effort to stop her. 

"During our conversation she told me that many girls wer e leaving Camp or homes, 
with no intentions of staying, merely to get out. This attit ude certainly is not going 
to promote good feelings between the two races, as desired . 

"As perhaps you know, this end of Dearborn (West) has not tak en too kindly 
to the idea, so I have not given the true reason for her leavin g; merely that she had 
to go back because of sickness in her family. She really seemed very sorry to be 
leaving, as she told me she was very happy in my home, and se emed very fond of my son. 

"Th is is not a letter of complaint, Mr. Graff, but am hopi ng you will under-
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stand the situation. Feel that I was one of the unfortunat e few, and so sorry it 
happened. 

"Sincerely, 

"Frances E. Robinson 
"(Mrs. M. C. R.) 
"Dearborn Michigan" 

Letter from Mr. Shirrell: 

"WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 
226 West Jackson Boulevard 

Chicago, Illinois 

"August 21, 1943 

"Mr. Charles Kikuchi 
4743 Drexel Boulevard 
Chicago, Illinois 

"Dear Mr. Kikuchi: 

"I have your letter relative to your problems with the Bo ard of Education 
and I am concerned about them. We would like to be of any help we can. 

"I have no knowledge of a statement that should be given by  a federal 
agency to assure your sister's acceptance by any college. A ll problems concerning 
student relocation have been turned over entirely to the S tudent Relocation Council 
in Philadelphia. WRA has nothing to do with it except to go through the mechanics of 
granting leave. I think a conference with the local America n Friends Service Committee 
will be of help to you in the last paragraph of your letter. We have turned over to 
them the entire matter of relocating students who were in ac ademic institutions above 
the high school aor trade school level. 

"If you have further problems, come in and see me. 

"Very truly yours, 

(signed) 

"Elmer L. Shirrell 
"Relocation Supervisor" 

ijijjcjjfifcjji; 

Letter from Emiko: 

"Dear C. and B.~ 

"I'm sorry I didn't answer sooner but I've been in bed for th e last few 

days with the same old cold that I had in Chicago. It's st ill pretty bad and I just 

can't seem to shake it off. The other night I had a beautiful c ase of diarrhea and 
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vomited three"times. I really felt lousy. I went to the hosp ital this morning and 

^ ^ the doctor gave me some foul medicine to take every four hou rs, and he advised me 

to stay here for at least three more weeks. What a sad c ase I am. Camp is very dead 

and the heat is terrific. Ever since I've been here, I perspi re like heck and get 

dizzy; my nose is always clogged up, and I don't see where al l that 'nose juice' comes 

from; my cough sounds like "whooping cough, but other than t hat, I'm perfectly well (?). 

Prom staying in bed and the train trip, I've lost quite a fe w pounds. My blue striped 

dress fits swell now (again). When I get back, I'm going to c ut down on my eating. 

I eat like a bird here (not an ostrich either). 

"Everyone seems to be getting infections, too. From a mosq uito bite — 

they scratch, and next thing you know, it's infected. Well, Miyako had a huge one 

on her nose, and one on her chin. It looked like this Poor Miyak o looked 
(picture) 

a sight. She went to the hospital and the doctor lanced i t for her so she's 

okay now. Tom also had 2 on his nose, and one on his leg. He's okay now, but still 

goes to the hospital for it to be treated. Mom is in bed and has b een for four days 

now with her infection. She could hardly walk. These are not hing to worry about 

because they get well in due time. Don't worry about them 'c ause Alice and I will take 

good care of them. 

"Yesterday morning Miyako got up at 4:30 A.M. to go on a Gir l Scout hike. 

Couldn't sleep for two hours after that and man, was I sleep y that day  I  It's so hot 

at night that we just can't sleep. Tom sleeps outside eve ry night. 

"The picture of Pop really came out  swell,  didn't it? From a 4 for 10 cents 

snapshot, I think it came out perfectly. Everyone is taking Pop's death fine. We 

act happy and talk together a lot. It doesn't even seem tha t he's gone. Mariko 

should have come, too -- then if she saw that how well Mom a nd the kids were taking 

it, she wouldn't feel so badly. We speak of him as if he's stil l alive, so it makes 

it much better. Pop can never die anyway — to me he's as aliv e as all of us. Just 

can't explain so I won't try. I guess you know what I.mean,t hough, don't you? 

"Miss Hanky, who is taking Bob's place, is a swell person. Just like Bob 

in her ways. She eats everything that we have, and is a lot of fun. Alice is going 
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to do some typing for her, and I'm going to do a little filing f or her while I'm here. 

We just lie around all afternoon, anyway, and since it's on ly half a day, we're going 

to do it just for the fun of it. 

"I guess you've heard all about Kay Otomo and her job in Dear born. If 

you haven't, let me know, and I'll tell you all about it in t he next letter. What a 

fool she is  1  Just a stupid moron. I don't want to write about it because  if you 

already know about it, it would only mean a waste of paper an d energy. 

"All the people worth knowing seem to have gone out. Now that all the 

Japanesy's are left, they have Bon Odori's, etc., with co stumes and all. Dot 

Yanage and her dad left yesterday for Minneapolis, Minne sota. Cherie Yusa left for 

Chicago. Jimmy Nakamura thinks he's somebody just because h e's editor of the Gila 

News. Blackie sure is huge now. They kept one of the pups — a black one just like 

his mama. Mom is going to give them both away as soon as we le ave because they're 

too much bother for her. The little one is sure smart, though . It has actions like 

a little deer. Really cute. I was going to write to the Stu dent Relocation after I 

finished this letter, but I have such a headache that I don 't think I'll be able to. 

As soon as I finish this, I'm going to lay down.  (  Can't understand why I feel this 

way 

"Miyako is a very good girl. Right now she is ironing her dres ses, and so 

far she's ironed 10 of them. Very neatly, too. 

"Is school over for you, Bette? Did you pass with flying color s? What 

have you all been doing on week ends? Shows, museums, etc.?  You ought to go see 

Mariko at least once a week, 'cause she probably feels very lo nesome all by herself. 

Mark isn't coming till the 1st of next month. If I go back fir st, I'll have to travel 

alone because the kids leaving from here have to go on the San ta Fe. I had a round 

trip ticket on the Southern Pacific. 

"I hope you can make out this scribbling — you know me — slop py, no? 

"Obo wrote to us from Manzanar. He isn't coming back till n ext month. 

He also asked for my check. I broke both my bridges by chewin g on ice. The right 
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side came loose on the train when I bit on a piece of ice. The left side broke 

in half just like the first one that broke in Chicago. I we nt to the dentist and 

he cemented them for me. Said to wait for Obo to fix them. V ie thought he was coming 

back this week, but he wrote and said next month. Guess I'll h ave to go back again 

to get it fixed permanently. Gee, bridges sure are a bother . 

"Verlin and Daisy had a baby girl -- looks like an old man. Sa chi Yamaguchi 

(looks like Delores Yugojo) lost her baby — poor thing! 

"That's all for now, so we'll write again when I hear from y ou two. Not 

even one letter or a card from Betts yet. Imagine  I  Phooey on you Betty. Ha ha. 

I'm just being mean by putting a 'y' instead of an 'e.' Writ e soon. 

very soon and some of the fellows around here are a littl e worried. It is the uncer-

tainty that gets them. Cne fellow I talked to today said tha t he would welcome the 

draft as he is getting no place in his job. ̂ Jim is a clerk ge tting about $25.00 a 

week, but he spends it all. He claims that it is the high cos t of living^ It is 

pretty general̂ fcelieved that it will come very soon. I get the impression that 

most of the fellows are not too anxious to go in as they have h eard that it is not so 

good at Shelby. The Niseis haven'V thought about it too m uch so that when it does 

come it is going to hit them with a great shock and they will think that it is a com-

plete surprise. The Tribune carried a picture of some Nise i soldiers in the graphic 

pictorial section so that the Army may be softening the publi c up to accept them. 

3 War Department has also announced that a Nisei sergeant was wounded in 

the South Pacific and a "substantial" number of Niseis ar e in front line action in 

the Pacific Area at the present time. There htarealso been some Niseis accepted at 

"Love, 

There is a rumor out that all the Nisei fellows are going to b e drafted 
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Fort Benning presumably to train as paratroopers, A number of Nisei soldiers have 

gone into California for their furloughs without any inci dents. The WACs are all 

set to take in 500 Nisei girl volunteers. About six have volu nteered from Salt Lake 

already, but it is expected that most of the volunteers will come from the camps. 

It is a good opportunity for the girls and evidently they w ill not be put in a 

separate training unit. 

Up in Portland, a group of Legionnaires patrolled the Japan ese cemetary 
\ 

and prevented some church people from beautifying the graves. The Sheriff closed 

the graveyard for the duration. The protest was led by James Young who wrote the 

propaganda book, "Behind the Rising Sun." The move was meant  as a good will gesture 

towards the Niseis, but the opposition read something s inister and pro-Japan into it. 

These men forgot about the democracy for which they fought in the last war. It was 

a victory of the sinister fascist frame of mind to which so many ofthe people have 

succumbed. 

The Northfield Minnesota Legion Post is not like the Coast Posts. It has 

protested against the use of the National Legion magazine as a vehicle to foster 

race hatred. 

August 24, 1943 

I went to see Miss Wright this afternoon to see if there wa s a chance to 

enroll for a course in the Social Service Department . Ĵiss Wright is a rather elderly 

woman, with a wavery voice, but she was very nice.^She said t hat she did not think 

that I could enroll because of the war Department regulation . She did not think that 

the ruling that a person coming from a camp could not regist er was right because we 

had been cleared as loyal. She said fthat they had offered a  scholarship to a Nisei 

girl in camp, but it had to be recalled on account of the re gulation. I was not so 

sure that I would be in a position to enroll anyway, so that M iss Wright said that if 

I changed my mind, to put in my application and she would make a special case out of 

it. She was not too sure that it would work. 
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She told me a little of the requirements for an MA degree a nd it sounded 

general enough. She said that there would be a problem in regards to field work, but 

if I got in she could worry about that later. She was not too sure that I would have 

to take additional field work anyway, as I had 300 hours at U.C. Miss Wright felt 

that some of the agencies would not welcome the idea of ha ving me in for field work 

because of possible emotional reactions. I told her thatth is was the same story 

when I went to the San Francisco Public Welfare Department to do my field work and 

this difficulty had been overcome. Miss Wright said-that I should not worry about that, 

as the mainihing to be concerned about right now was to get ad mission  to the  school. 

She said that I should not be too optimistic about it. She ga ve me an application 

blank in case I decide to try and enroll. I am not definit e right n o w ^ I don't think 

that I will be able to make it financially right now, but I may be able to squeeze it 

in. <̂ The main worry is to get Emiko and Bette started and th en I can work on my prob-

l e m ^ I may write to the Student Relocation Council to see i f it could help out after 

I explain my present condition. The reason I have been hold ing off from contacting 

the Social Service Department before was that I knew it woul d throw my mind in an 

uproar. I would like to get my MA, but I am still not convi nced that there will be 

a place for me after I am finished. I would like to go on doin g some sort of research, 

but that may be beceuse I am doing it right now. What a m ess I ami I have the appli-

cation blank before me so that I will fill it out now so that I w ill not have to worry 

about it. Then all I will have to do is to wait and see if I am a ccepted. The-Army 

may make the final decision and I can't do anything about th at./Miss Wright said 

that there would be a chance for a scholarship after  thf; war,  but that is so far off 
v % 

and I won't know what I will be doing then. Right now it seems mo re practical to 

take some courses now. I have concluded that my work will not  suffer too much if I 

put a little extra effort into it. The great decision has b een made; it is up to the 

Army to clear me now* If it says no, there is nothing further I can do about 

Frank was telling me of an incident which some other per son told him about, 

but it seems to sound like one of those stories that go ar ound, changing only the 
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locale. A couple of weeks ago, six Hawaiian Nisei soldier s from Savage were in 

town. They went to a restaurant near Madison and State wit h two civilian Niseî . 

Yftiile they were eating, some Caucasian soldiers came in and called them Japs and told 

them to get out. They continued eating. As they were going to leave, the Nisei told 
• t 

the civilian soldiers to go on ahead as they had some unfin ished business to attend 

to. They went back and told the Caucasian soldiers to step o utside and this was re-

fused. So the Nisei soldiers went out by the door and waite d. Yfhen the Caucasian 

soldiers finally came out, they took them to the alley and a big brawl ensued. It 

attracted a large crowd. The MPs finally came and took th em to the station. Later 

the Caucasian soldier who was a sergeant had his stripes tak en away and the Hawaiian 

Nisei soldiers were commended for standing up for their righ ts. That is the story 

but it is the first time I heard it. 

A similar story is told by Tom who heard it from a Nise i soldier. It was 

supposed to have been told originally by one of the commandin g officers at Camp Grant 

who wanted to contrast his attitude towards the Niseis as com pared to the policy at 

Savage where all the Niseis have leaves from camp denied because one Nisei soldier was 

alleged to have raped a Caucasian girl. According to the sto ry there were a number 

of Texans sent to the camp. They had certain attitudes towa rds the negroes and they 

tried to apply them to the Hawaiian Niseis who were in the A rmy camp with them. Soon 

conflict developed and the Texans started to beat up the Hawaiian Niseis. The Niseis 

retaliated and the wards of the hospital began to fill up . The commanding officer 

heard of this disturbance and so he called all of the Hawaiian Nisei soldiers together 

and he told them to walk down the other side of the street if t hey saw a Texan coming 

but if the Texans started it to stand up for their rights an d he would even provide 

the olubs. 

These stories seem to circulate quite widely in the Buddha- head circles, and 

I suppose there is an element of truth in them. It seems that the Hawaiian soldiers 

are more aggressive than the Pacific Coast Niseis and  "they  do not run from a good scrap. 
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Letter from Jack: 

"Drew-University 

"July 23, 1943 

"Dear Charles: 

"I don't remember if I wrote to you after Pop passed away so I' m 

dropping you a short line to ask if every one has made thei r adjustments yet. 

How about Mariko? Kind of look out for  her,  will you, because she doesn't seem 

to be in excellent health. How about yourself? Are you ter ribly busy taking 

care of the Kikuchi clan and vour work? 
v 

"Alice tells me that the last arrangements for Pop were well done. 

Orchids to you for making all the arrangements. I am glad t o hear that he was 

cremated instead of buried out on the lonely desert. At lea st the kids won't 

think of him as being all alone in the future. 

"I'll soon be graduating from here in November, so you can ex pect me to 

be around soon after that. I have to dash over to the Dining Hall to set up 

tables for dinner. It seems I can never get away from that i nfernal white coat. 

I have to wear one when I serve. Benny Iyima, too, is work ing there. He's doing 

quite well with his studies as well as wolfing the coeds. Y es, our little Benny 

of the Totalizer Staff has considerable talent and isn't at all shy when it comes 

to women. 

"Jack" 
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Ît̂ was very warm today again so it looks like the hot weather is coming 

back to stay for a while. It always slows me down as it is n ot very comfortable 

to sit at a typewriter when it is hot« I have a clear slate no w as I finished up 

Mary's case (CH-8) this morning. I have to listen to Yoshie th is evening and that 

will take several interviews. I also have Bob, Mr. S. and a few others lined up. It 

takes so damn long to finish up one case^\> 

Wednesday, August 25, 1943 

Last night I went over to interview Yoshie.uCH-9jv She is a n ursemaid 
\  /S 

for  the  Blazlan family, getting $20.00 a week. They live in the r itzy Jackson Towers 

which is* occupied entirely by Jewish families. As I was leav ing there, I had a funny 

experience. I got into the main elevator and the elevator gir l said; 

"Isn't the service elevator working?" 

1ie: "I don't know." 

Elevator girl; "Well, you should be using that." 

I didn't like her snotty attitude so I said, "Tflihat diffe rence does it make? 

You use the same amount of power." o 

Elevator girl: "That's not i t 3 When you are visiting servan ts in the building, 

use the service elevator." 

That made me mad so 1 said to her as nastily as I could without being in-

sulting, "Listen, Miss, I am a teacher (i) at the Universit y and I came here as the 

invited guest of Mr. Blazlan." 

The elevator girl did not know whether to believe me or not , but it flustered 

her so she said, "Oh, I'm sorry; I thought you were visiting their Jap servant." 

Me; "Even if I were, that is none of your business. Good night !" Just on 

account of this I will make it a point to go up the main elevat or the next time I 

visit, ̂ ^was so mad after I left that my suspenders broke  i  I think the elevator girl 

is even madder as I was insulting to her for being insulting t o me. 

/ 
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Yoshie opened up quite a bit and she told me all about her sister, Texas 

Mary, and the grief she had caused the family. Yoshie said t hat she was paying half 

of the rent at Mariko's because she felt that it was "hom e" and it gave her more of 

a feeling of security. She has to sleep with the baby at Blazla n's and she feels that 

there is not enough privacy. She wants to go dowi to Marik o's and sleep several times 

a week. It is largely due to the fact that she gets lonesome. I don't think Mariko 

thinks much of the idea as ¿he was grumbling that Yoshie at e all the food. Yoshie 

said confidentially last night that Mariko was really a tar tar to live with, but she 

liked her so that she put up with it. 
fier 

Yoshie does not care for/present job. Mrs. Blazlan seem s nice enough; 

she brought us lemonade in and offered us the living room to use. Yoshie says that 

she does not like to take care of the baby and that her boss ten ds to take advantage 

of her. They do a lot of entertaining. Yoshie insisted upon i f20.00 a week and got 

it. She also insisted upon a piano to practice upon. Mrs. B lazlan was so desperate 
her f; 

for help that she arranged to let/practice on the piano in the next apartment. The 

Blazlans seem to be very well off. They have a swank apartme nt, a maid, a cook, etc. 

Yoshie said that Mrs. Blazlan was a graduate of Wellesley s o I told her that she should 

educate her about the Niseis. Yoshie said that %*s. Blazlan  was very much interested 

in a superficial sort of way, but she thought that she could give her some new ideas. 

I have to go interview Yoshie again today. 

It was very warm last night and-some more bedbugs came aroun d to take a 

taste of my epidermis. I had to lie awake and slay about five o f them. Mrs. B. is 

going to spray our apartment again to get rid of this menace. 

Bette and I were talking about the segregation last night and  she thought 

that it was bad for all the pro-Axis Japs to get together bec ause they could plot things 

and make a lot of trouble. She saidjthat they ought to kil l a Jap or two to keep them 

quiet. I suggested that she should be more tolerant about t hem as they were ordinary 

humans who were frustrated and they had a right to believ e in Japan ifthey wanted to. 
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It was not entirely their fault that they got this way as many J apanese have not 

had an easy time in this country. Eette said she understood t hat but she didn't 

want any of them trying to convert her to their way of think ing. Bette gets more 

and more disgusted with the Niseis the more she sees of th em. She says that they do 

not seem to have any ambition. She is glad that she is not in ca mp and she said that 

she never intends to live in a Japanese community because it m ade the Niseis narrow. 

She said that she was glad that she was brought up in Vallejo. 

I am waiting for the rest of Mariko's guests to come for her special tern-

pura dinner this evening. She plans to have Bette, Yoshie, B ob, Sho, George, Taki, 

and myself, and Mariko as the hostess. 

Yoshie (CH-9) had a day off today so I decided to come down her e and con-

tinue the interview. This morning I got up late so that I di d a little typing and then 

ate lunch before coming down here. There was a heavy thunde rshower last night and it 

got very sultry and humid today. I came down here in only a sh irt and pants, but just 

now it started to rain again. The rain does not offer much reli ef from the heat; it 

only makes it hotter. 

I came on ahead as Bette had to do her work upstairs and she also  had to 
« 

wait for Mrs. B. to  do the  spraying. Bette left the door open for her and came on 
l 

down as it was getting late in the afternoon. After she go t here she slept as she had 

some stomach pains. 

I did not get started with the interview until after 3:00 sinc e Mariko poked 

around. She was planning to go look for a job, but she did not g et up until after 

1:00. She said that she has not been able to sleep at night s so that she putters around 

until late hours and then sleeps during the day. She just lin gered around here and 

would not go so I had to urge her. She left a lot of work for Yoshie to do, but I 

kept her at the interview and she did not do a thing. She wa s so afraid of Mariko's 

wrath for neglecting the work that M. had lined up for her. M ariko rules her — the 

Queen and her favorite slave. If Yoshie protests, Queen Mari ko says: "Yoshî  I don't 
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think that we are going to get along well together if we st art off like this." 

This scares Yoshie as she does not want to be kicked out tof the apartment so she 

obediently runs off to the kitchen to prepare the lunch. I h ad a very good interview 

with Yoshie and for the sake of science I treat her extra ni ce. I told her about the 

elevator incident and she got mad. She said that she will talk to Mrs. Bazlan and say 

that her friend was insulted. She knows that Mrs. B. will s tick up for her because 

it is so hard to get help these days. Yoshie said that she woul d buy me a pair of 

new suspenders to replace the ones I broke in my anger at the elevator girl as I 

huffed and puffed! 

Mariko has not been hunting for a job seriously as she wanted to get an 

unfurnished apartment first. She was not able to get a goo d place in the near north 

side. She said that most of them only have coal or gas heat an d it would cost a lot 

to heat up the place during the winter. For this reason, she h as decided to stay in 

the place here. She thinks that she is in with the new landlor d good enough these 

days and that O'Brien will not bother her any more. 

Right now Yoshie is sharing the apartment with her. She only c omes here 

several times a week.  '  Alice will also come back here when she returns from Gila. 

Cherie Yusa was going to stay with Mariko also, but she de cided to take a domestic 
I 

job. Cherie plans to go on with her college education so tha t she feels she will 

be able to make more by doing domestic work. She will be ove r later this evening. 

Cherie is staying at the Hostel right now. 

Mariko has fixed up the apartment fairly well with all of he r newly acquired 

furniture. She put the studio couch in the corner as the mai n bed and two mattresses 

have been placed on top. When Yoshie sleeps with her, she mak es Mariko bounce over 

to her side. The two of them are always giving sly,digs a t each other and Yoshie usu-

ally comes out second best. I shall have to coach her a bit to fight for her rights 

or else she will lose her individuality. She takes quite a be ating. Some of the 

fellows call her big, fat, and vulgar. Today Yoshie was sayin g that she did not care 

so much for her job because the baby was funny. It has just b een circumcised and 
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Yoshie says that it had odd testicles. Mariko said not to mind that as when she 

gets her own baby, it will be all penis but she will love it. Ho w vulgar  I 

When Mariko came back she said that she got a job with a map compan y tracing 

maps. She got the job through a private employment agency an d she Will have to pay 

30 per cent of the first month's wages as a commission. The salary will be $25.00 a 

week for the first two weeks and then raised to $31.00. It is a 48-hour week with 

overtime so that the hourly pay is only about $.60 an hour. Mariko says that it is 

near her apartment and she believes that she will like the w ork. 

Mariko said that Imiko M. was looking for me so she gave her m y phone number. 

I told her that I would treat her to a coke and take her out on a da te when we got 

here, but I forgot about it until now. Imeko is a very nic e girl. I think I shall 

interview her one of these days. Purely a scientific intere st  I  Her roommate is another 

possibility. According to Mariko, Margaret Ichino has a lo t of fight in her. She is 

working in a flowering arranging place. The first place sh e applied to she had some 

unfortunate luck. The boss hired her, but when the six worke rs heard that she was 

Japanese, they threatened to resign. The boss wanted her to come. Margaret asked if 

she could go down to talk to the workers, but the boss said that h e would do that him-

self. It was no go so that she had to look for another jo) 

Mariko "loaned" me a large silk American flag to hang in o ur apartment since 

it looked out of place in her apartment. The flag has an intere sting history. It 

was hanging in the Japanese Embassy in Washington. It is pur e silk (made in Japan), 

and quite attractive. Paul took it down as soon as the news o f Pearl Harbor came out. 

He said that he always wanted it so he took it to his room. He gave it to Mariko and 

I "borrowed" it from her. /  trv^V t f > P i 

< I t  seemp that George, Taki and Sho are rivals for Mariko and they do n ot 

like each other. Mariko invites both of them to dinner to kee p them dangling. Sho, 

with the calf eyes, brings her a nice coffee set as a gift and stays out in the kitchen, 

while George fiddles around with one of the wires that had a short. He is supposed 

to be a very liberal Nisei, ClO-man and organizer of the YD' s in Seattle. Was quite 
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prominent in Minidoka. At present he is working in some bake ry — the first time he 

has done anything besides an office job. I will probably f ind out more about him 

later in the evening. I got  the  interview "complex" these days and I think I pry too 

much into personal lives. 

It is Mariko's belief that there is no danger on the near nort h side and that 

there are no more Niseis here than in any other area of the cit y. She is a little 

defensive about it and will not adroit that the environment is not so desirable. She 

resents the fact that the hostel tells the Niseis to move o ut and then tells them to 

let other Niseis know of vacancies near them in the same br eath. She feels that the 

Niseis are timid and that it is Nno use in scaring them before they even start out. 

She did not believe that the Niseis were "on the spot" unti l I pointed out that each 

isolated act does have its implication in the whole problem . I told her that she may 

not be aware of these things, but it does have its effect. S he tried to say that the 

American Legion did not have a national anti-Nisei polic y and that most of the posts 

outside of California were friendly. I pointed out that the y would get anti-friendly 

once the Nisei started coming into an area if no effort was  mads on the part of the 

I s 

eis to establish better relations with the community. I al so pointed out that 

most.individuals in the American Legion probably were hu man about this problem, but 

the h 

arm is done when the national commander goes around makin g distorted statements. 

I said that these things are insidious and they could not be dismissed just because 

they are not obvious. Then Mariko starts to condemn the Nise is for not spreading out, 

being timid, etc. Yet in her personal life, she is continui ng the same old social 

whirl. It is at the expense of her health too. Jack wants me to t ell her to take it 

easy, but I can't be telling her what to do. I would resent i t just as much as she 

would if she started telling me what to do in my private lif e. I think that it is a 

pity that she marked time for ten years and did not go fully int o her art work as she 

wanted to. Part of it was environmental obstacles and part o f it was her inability to 

put things off and not be willing to really work for it. She is still trying now and 
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and it seems that she now has something lined up in art work. She has to do it the 

hard way. 

Thursday, August 26, 1943 

I got up early this morning, the earliest in a long time, but it was raining 

so hard that I am now waiting for it to let up a little so that  I can go to the office. 

It started to rain hard just after we came home last night. It has cooled off a little 

but when the sun comes out again it is going to be very uncomfor table as it will make 

thé steamy ground very hot. We did not get home last night un til after 2:00 a.m. 

Mariko and Yoshie cooked up a very nice tempura dinner. F or dessert we 

had two kinds of cake which George and Yoshie brought over. We ate and ate ... I 

was going to start my reducing exercise, but I could not resi st. I have heard that 

the best way to reduce is to grasp the edge of the table firmly and push out when the 

second helpings are brought out. Bette ate so much that she had to lay down after-

wards. I also developed a sudden tiredness when it was time  to wash the dishes and 

no amount of coaxing from Yoshie could wake me up. George was m ore polite and Yoshie 

finally dragged him off to help her with some sheet wringin g while Sho helped with 

the dishes, I think. Those two are really rivals. George see ms to have the edge 

as Mariko seems.to think that he reminds her of one of he r former boy friends that she 

was going to marry. So it works out like this: Mariko likes George and Sho likes 

Mariko. Neither of them speak too much although Sho is quiete r. George tends to be 

a little stuffy, but that is only  an.  impression, ^ho is a rather intelligent person 

who will talk when he is patiently drawn out. He is artist ic, and sensitive. He comes 

over to see Mariko every night and he does not seem to get in th e way much,. 

About midnight I finally got him to talking a little after most of the 

evening was passed in light conversation. Yoshie was playi ng the piano and then 

Sho took over. He plays by ear and he said that he learned how to boogie-woogie from 

his college roommate who was in Eddie Duchin's band. Just before we left he started 

to talk a little. It was a lull between rains and I wanted to  dash home, but I decided 
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to stick around because Yoshie gave Bette some sort of a skir t-pants outfit. It is 

all cut in one piece and it has to be wound around in a certain w ay and the girls had 

to figure out just how it was done. George went home just ab out that time as he had 

to go to work the next day and he wanted to get some rest. 

Sho wanted to know about our study so I told him as I expect t o interview 

him one of these days if I can ever get around to him. He wante d to know tfcQs value 

of the study and I gave him some answers around the point th at it could make a con-

tribution to the study of internal migration, the study o f minorities, and a social 

history of the evacuation and resettlement from the human po int of view with the possi 

bility that seme of the data could be used in assisting in dividual adjustments. 

Sho then started to give some of his views on the future and t he Nisei 

problems. This is the gist of what he said. During all this ti me while we were talk-

ing, Yoshie was all ears. She appeared to be very much interes ted in what was said 

and I became aware that she was not entirely a silly fat girl as she does have consid-

erable intelligence, but she never can reveal it in the compa ny that usually migrates 

to Mariko's. In our interview earlier, it came out that most of her Ni se i friends 

at Manzanar were the liberals, many of whom were taken out a nd resettled after the 

riot of December, 1942. Anyway, Sho's observations; 

"It is difficult to figure out what the future holds, not onl y for us, but 

for all the people. I do not think that very good resettleme nt is being made now 

because none of the jobs give any measure of security. There is a growing tendency 

to offer the Niseis only the poorer paying positions and I kn ow of several cases where 

the Niseis doing same work as the Caucacscian co-workers is g iven a lower wage. Most 

of the present jobs now held by the Niseis ere of the permanen t nature; it is marginal 
\  i 

and I think that the biggest problem is going to be after the w ar« The TflRA may think 

that the problem is solved when they get the people out of c amp, but that is only the 

beginning. As more and more come out, there is bound to be mor e discrimination in the 

employment field and it will be seriously felt once the so ldiers are returned to 

civilian life. 
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"With the type of jobs that they do have now, they can't rea lly settle down. 

It is too hard for them to get housing. If they move out into the suburbs, the rents 

are too high. It would be easier to go to small towns but then the problem of getting 

a job is much more difficult than in a large metropolitan area. The government may 

have to help them with housing, but then again, most of th e federal low-cost housing 

projects are clustered and that is the thing that we are se eking to avoid. It becomes 

a matter of the Japanese being forced into the cheapest h ousing areas and then you 

have segregation and a lot more dangerous problem that befor e because there will not 

even be the degree of self-sufficiency in the community as they had before the war. 

MOne of the solutions is, of course, to get families out on th e farm. But 

you run up against another big problem there. Pew families w ould have the money to 

invest in the farm and even if they did they could not get the e quipment. But a bigger 

problem is getting the land in the first place. Most of-the fa rms are huge in this 
not 

state and they are one crop. The owners are/farmers any more . Some of the big opera-

tors come into our office and they are just like any othe r business man. They have 

about 200 employees working for them. The Japanese would hav e to start a diversified 

farming here which is new. There is a need for specialized pr oduce here, but the truck 

farming idea has not been developed here yet. If the Japanes e started to go into it, 

they will be sure to come up against laws forbiding the purc hase of land. It has 

happened in most of the states where the Japanese went into  farming. There is always 

the jealousy to consider and the charges would be made th at the Japanese were lowering 

the standard of living. Another possibility is for the Ja panese to have small shops 

scattered all around where it could depend upon the larger  community, but it will have 

to be in something that is needed. There are too many grocer y shops now, and Oriental 

art goods are out of the question at a time like this. 

"There is no doubt that there will be great social changes a fter the war, 

and if the whole country is in an upheaval, the Niseis are go ing to find the going 

that much tougher. The whole post-war problems are stagger oing and frightening to 

even think about. Vie talk glibly about winning the war for democracy, but that is 
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the theoretical issue that covers many of the practical p roblems. One of the greatest 

is the minority problem. It has never been solved and it do es not appear that we are 

going to quickly reach any Utopias now. It is always busine ss first, and the hell with 

the human element. Until the minority problem is solved fo r the world, we will con-

tinue to have major and minop upheavals. In this picture, the Niseis thus become a 

very small part and it  is  easy to conceive how the group can be overlooked in the rush 

of world events. It is real to us, but not very important to the greater population 

which is very impersonal about things like this. It almos t becomes a matter of indi-

vidual adjustments h 

ere and there and then hope for the best. There are many obsta cles 

in their way and no matter on what degree of good faith they act, they cannot become 

assimilated unless there is an acceptance. 

"The problem becomes doubly difficult because of the n atural timidity of 

the Niseis themselves. I just can't figure it out. Why is it t hat the Niseis are so 

apathetic when they surely must realize that the stakes ar e high? I've kicked around 

for seven years at Reed College and the University of Washin gton, and I have been able 

to observe that the Niseis are reluctant to spread out even when there is nothing to 

prevent them from doing so. On the campus, they would cling to the Japanese Student 

Club and if anybody went beyond that they thought you were a s nob or a queer. There 

was one fraternity that no Nisei had ever been in. It was at t he University of Wash-

ington. When I asked about it, they all told me that Nise is could not get into it 

because of discrimination. I looked it up and I found that there were no rules saying-

a Nis 

ei was prohibited from getting in so I joined and I was acc epted. The Niseis were 

afraid to try and they believed thai: it was closed to them.  If they continue to go 

on with those beliefs out here, it is going to be a very sad st ate of affairs. I don't 

know why they have such a defeatest attitude. Why should th ey cling to Japanese tradi-

tions -when  they do not know anything about Japanese culture in the firs t place. They 

might as well/whole hog and become completely Americanize d. This is their only chance^ 

On the way home, I got to thinking about the Nisei'ŝ  tendency to be negativis-

tic about everything. They are always eager to look at the dar k side and be defeatist. 
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M any discussion, instead of building up on the positive sid e, they try to tear down 

and be negative. This was true even before the war. I have no t noticed this tendency 

in the Caucasian groups and it is irritating to me. I have nev er been able to hit 

upon an answer. It has been explained as a self defense mecha nism due to the ecdnomic 

and social frustration arising out of prejudice and disc rimination, and leading to 

wide dispair with the evacuation. But this seemed to not go deep enough for me. As 

I sat pondering this thing on the L, much to Bette's surpr ise that I was so quiet, I 

suddenly hit upon a thread of an answer. I think that the Nise is get their fatalism 

from Buddhism and the Japanese culture. It has been unconsci ously acquired, chiefly 

through their parents. The fatalist attitude is prevalent in Japan today, witness 

Japan 1s views of the war. There is no questioning, a higher bein g has dictated it. 

The Buddhist religion teaches it, the moral codes teach it; it becomes a part of the 

Japanese tradition that has come down and it is reinforced f rom time to time. It 

becomes uniform because Japan is only a small island natio n which has not had wide 

contacts with the rest of the world until after 1850 or s o. The old traditions and 

modes of thinking have been maintained because it is handed d own from family to family. 

The Issei immigrants were exposed  I D it. Although many of them became Christians, they 

were exposed to this fatalistic mode of thinking during thei r most formative years — 

most of the Issei/ were not Christianized until they reache d maturity. Since the 

great majority of them were not educated beyond the grade schools, they were not able 

to see things objectively when they started making their li velihood in this country. 

The result is that their scope of thinking is limited and t hey seek answers within 

these limitations, which usually is of a fatalistic .natur e. In camp, this was very 

evident. The Isseî  in discussing any plan always raised "bu ts w based upon the ex-

pectation that the worst was going to happen. It is partly d erived from the deep 

feeling of insecurity which has developed over the years. Th e Nisei/'were exposed 

to it during their formative years, so that they also refl ect it to a large degree. 

It is always easier to be negative as that does not require as much thinking as to be 

positive and constructive. The conservative streak whi ch they have acquired in their 
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homes based upon the Japanese culture in large measure whe n it came to the intangible 

(Jjk things has become a basic part  of "the  Nisei society on the whole. This explains a lot 

of their inhibitions, the reluctance to take a chance, the desire to follow the old 

ways and not make the plunge into the unknown. It explains m any things to me. That 

is why it has been said that the Euddhist Nisei^ are more con servative than the Niseis 

who are Christianized. But even the Christianized Niseis/ have been exposed to this 

negative philosophy during their childhood in a Japanese community. I would say that 

it is much stronger among the Chinese in this country as t hey have stronger family 

bonds and community control to hold the restless in line. Amo ng the Nisei! a fair 

percentage have been able to make the break from these old t ies, and the majority of 

the Nisei^have adopted the superficial things of America t o a much greater degree 

than the Chinese NiseiL But it is much more difficult for them to shake off the 

intangible negative philosophy. It has come to the fore mu ch more recently because 

^ of the difficult conditions and problems facing them. Th ere is the strong tendency 

to crawl into the shell and be frustrated instead of knoc king their heads against 

stone walls. A person almost has to be foolishly optimistic about the future and hold 

high ideals to do this.' It is this positive approach that we n eed more of among the 

Niseis right now or else the group is going to be snowed und er by their mounting 

frustrations and defeatist outlooks. 

I got a letter this morning that sent my bowels into an uproar . It makes 

me see red. It is a short letter; it is a form letter. The dam n graft-ridden, 

^ politically rotten Board of Education f̂by courtesy of Dr . Johnson^has sent me a 

short note denying the exemption of tuition to Bette after f ive long months of silence, 

[n exact words, I am informed briefly that: 

"Mr. Kikuchi: 

"Under the rules of the Board of Education, the applica tion 
of Bette Kikuchi requesting exemption from the payment o f tuition has 
been denied. 

"This student can be admitted to the Chicago Public School s 
only upon the payment of a non-resident tuition fee, in the sum of 
$196.00 per school year. 

"Yours very truly 
"F.H. Landmesser (stamped) 
"Secretary" 
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This really does complicate the problem, I am so upset ri ght now that 
mt 

I have not thought ou^ what should be done next. I am a little fearful that the same 

denial will be sent for Emiko's application* That will be a major crisis. It makes 

me feel bad, angry, boil over with the wrath that there is in justice in this case. 

But there is no use to giving way to my first impulse — to w rite a nasty letter to 

the Board of Education. Its ruling will hold. I think that I will have to be more 

rational about it. The next thing to do, I suppose, is to fin d out how quick I can 

get out legal guardianship for Bette. That may be enough to e liminate the tuition 

charge although it was verbally told me that this was not acce ptable as long as the 

parents are alive and living in another state. The fact tha t Pop passed away will 

not even be considered as I wrote and informed them of that. S hirrell of the 

is not a very good bet as he passes the buck and he has not too deep an understanding 

of the human problems. He is more inclined to be the busin ess man, the rugged indi-

c t vidualist, who says that "I got you out of camp, now it  is up to you to sink or swim. 

I have no further responsibility for you. u 

It may be that I may have to resort to subterfuge and have Be tte tell the 

school that she has no parents. Bette is going to feel very bad ly when she wakes up 

as she is so much set upon going to a public school. I suppose I c ould squeeze and 

manage it, but then that money should be saved for her colle ge and I am not saving 

very much now. In the public school, she will also have "the  problem of getting her 

credits accepted. Hyde Park Hi will not accept work done at  Rivers, not that I 

blaml them. ^ Gila High 

School is not accredited and-that may mean that Bette wil l 

lose out/^If this isthe case, she will have to spend two more y ears in high school. 

That is not right. \It is silly for her to be spending six yea rs to get through high 

schoolX There is the possibility that Vallejo Hi in Califo rnia will give her the 

dipl oma if its requirements are met. 

W We have one other possibility — getting Bette into a paroch ial school. 

These schools are on a par with the public school and there i s not any emphasis on 

religion (Catholicism). Chicago is preponderantly Cat holic and there are many 
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Catholic high schools in this city, most with pretty high ra tings. I think that they 

will accept non-sectarian students.  But:  there is a monthly fee. There may be some 

contacts I can make. I recall that there is some Priest who i s kindly disposed to 

the Nisei problems so I may look him up and perhaps he can he lp in a reduction of 

fees if we decide to send Bette there. I think that she will hav e a normal student̂  

life in one of the parochial high schools. A final possibili ty is sending her back 

to Central Y, but that involves #70.00 a semester and it does not have much of the 

normal secondary school atmosphere, ^have also thought o f the University of Chicago. 

It takes in  student's from the third year of high school on. The tuition is high a nd 

the school is closed, but I suppose I could get her in onihe technicality that the 

Army only closes the University to the Niseis and Id'on't think anything has been 

said about the high school program there. The big obstacle th ere is the $300.00 a 

year tuition^>If I were only a millionaire ... I cringe whe n 11hink of the problem 

of getting Emiko in. She will be back shortly. Oh well, one wo rry at a time is all 

I can handle now. I may as well drop any plans for taking a p art-time course at the 

University of Chicago even if I could enroll as it would cost  around $150.00 a year. 

I can do it later I suppose. It is more important that Emiko  and Bette go on as 

they may get discouraged if they had to drop out now. I have thought of using some 

of the $500.00 family fund, but I think that if I did, Alic e and/gariko would object 

seriously. They will not be able to see that it will pay divide nds later. Oh, that 

blankety-blank Board of Education makes me so angry that I f eel helpless. 

Maybe I can borrow some money some place, but I doubt if I hav e any credit. 

A Jap is a poor business riski This is such depressing news . 

Friday, August 27, 1943 

The elevator incident of the other day had some interesting r esults. I 

went over to interview Yoshie again last night. I was all pre pared to tell the girl 

off if she got funny again. It was a different girl and she w as very nice. When I 
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got up there, Yoshie said that she had told Mrs. Blazlan abo ut it. Mrs. Blazlan 

told her that the service elevator was usually used when pe ople went to see employees, 

but she ' ie's friend could not come up the main elevator. 

this. Then she talked to the elevator girls and found out that Ivy was the culprit. 

When Mrs. Blazlan told me about it she said that Ivy was terri bly sorry and that she 

wanted to personally apologize to me when I left. I did not s ee her since I left 

late, but the manager took me down and he was nice. He made c omments about the weather» 

Yoshie said that she had talked to one of the elevator gir ls previously and she was 

told: "Of course, you are a governess and the other girl is a m aid so she has to use 

the back way." Yoshie then replied, "Well, I think the maid is as good as I am. Yoshie 

was so mad over the incident that she was ready to resign h er job. It was a minor 

victory. 

He asked me  e  little about the study so that I told him all about the "Jap anese 

problem." He was very much interested in it and he asked me a ll sorts of questions. 

The point that particularly impressed him was when I said t hat the "Japanese problem" 

after all was only a tiny cog in the wheel of the world pro blems. He  said -that  an 

assistant to Roosevelt was coming to stay with him for a few days next week end he 

wanted me to come over as he thought the man would be interes ted to hear the views 

of "such a loyal American of Japanese ancestry as you are."  .  He said t'hat possibly 

the man would not want it to be known that he was in town a nd would be a little fear-

ful about having private talks with a "Japanese," but he w ould try to convince him that 

I was loyal. Mr. Blazlan is a Federal Tax Lawyer and he make s frequent trips to 

Washington. He said that many of the Nisei problems were si milar to the Jewish prob-

lem. He said that this country was going to be quite a mess af ter /the war and the 

Blazlan personally went down to speak to the manager to t ell him of 

/ 

I talked to Mr. and Mrs. Blazlan after they came home around 11 :00. They 

insisted upon our using the living room. I round them to be ve ry intelligent and 

charming people. Mr.  .  Blazlan got me a drink and MrsP/wanted me to eat her cake. 
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Nisei problem would be lost in the shuffle and practicall y solved because they 

could spread out and be assimilated. He thought there was so me sabotage at Pearl 

Harbor so I quoted the Tolan Report to him. I think that it wa s good to talk to him 

because it gave him a better understanding of the Nisei pro blems. He said that he 

did not know anything about it before. 

When I mentioned some of the problems here, he told me that the real estate 

companies had agents spotted at the Civilian Defense Off ices to spot out negroes moving 
¡pji 

into the restricted zones and also Orientals and that was wh at had happened in my case. 

Then he was surprised that the Board of Education had turned down Bette's application. 

He said that he knew Sam Levine who was a member of the Board a nd an official in the 

Amalgamated Clothing Company and he would phone up and tel l him about how loyal I 

was and then I could go to see him for an interview. He said  "that  he would try to do 

it before he made his trip to Washington. I think that possi bly the Blazlan contact 

may prove to my advantage. I think that they will also be e ven more tolerant towards 

the Niseis. Mrs. Blazlan said that she did not hate all the J apanese, but that the 

military Warlords of Japan should be cut up in 15 pieces. Sh e is a very refined lady. 

Yoshie is not quite sure of them yet. She says that she is a l ittle wary. She was 

surprised that I got so intimate right away and talked to him about Jewish problems. 

She said that she would be embarrassed to do that» 

Yoshie was late for her work this morning because Mariko to ok the only 

umbrella. This was an occasion for her to give an example of her splurging. She went 

all over to cash a check. When this was done she took a taxi to M arshall Fields and 

bought a $5.00 umbrella. Then she went to work, By that  time it  had stopped raining. 

When she got to work, she found out that the umbrella was no t good and it was broken. 

Bette had her heart set on going to a show last night and Yosh ie knew that 

I was going to take her, but she phoned and said that she wante d me to come over to 

finish my interview as she did not know when she could gr ant me another. She said 

that the house would be empty for several hours and we co uld have privacy. I had to 
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put "business before pleasure so I decided to go over*  Bette thought that Yos îe had 

some designs on me and that I had better watch out. In order not to spoil Bette's 

evening, I took her over to the show and she went in alone. Sh e said that she followed 

the crowd home so that it was safe. The movie house is only o ne block away from our 

apartment. Bette was feeling rather discouraged by the le tter from the Board of Edu-

cation and quite worried. I told her that we would find some w ay around it and not 

to worry too much. 

After a very long silence I got a letter or rather post car d from Wang. 

He is now in the Army, but he got his degree from Syracuse before he went in. He says; 

"Dear Chas; ' 

"Met the urbiquitous (?) Bill Himniel yesterday, and he ga ve 
me your address. Have been in the Army exactly two weeks. Was inducted 
in Syracuse, processed at Upton (NY) shipped here. (Camp Sav age, Minn.) 
Had a couple of hours in Chicago and would have looked you up had I known 
you were there. Was attending the third session of school wh en inducted. 
They will give me full credits and a degree, God bless them. Pie on you 
for not taking out Kenny's girl. I hear she has nice legs. T here were 
about 14 Nisei students at Syracuse — mostly men — and they we re all 
getting kind of restless. Syracuse is a war college now wi th students 
in uniform and the Niseis look conspicuous out of uniform so I joined up. 

"Pvt. W. Tsuneishi 
Co. E Student Bn. 
Barracks 11 
Camp Savage, Minn." 

"Private Wang, 

* * * 

thing. 

Saturday, August 28, 1943 

Last night I was pretty tired so I did not feel like doing  much of any-

I have been pretty busy this past week. Tom wanted me to go to a meeting 

at the I House, but I did not like the idea of it. He wanted all of us to flip to 

see who would go, but he got no response. Togo lives right ac ross from the I House, 

but he said that he had another engagement. The meeting is fo r the purpose of organiz-

ing the Hyde Park Association for ihe welfare of the Ja panese Americans or something 
° A 

like that. It is the damn ministers and one woman at the I Hous e who are behind the 

whole thing. The idea is shat they want to get the Iliseis together if ihey are lones ome. 
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Of course, the Japanese ministers are all for this. Mas Waka i is one of the prin-

ciples. None of them seriously "believe the dispersal idea . They know that they will 

be out of a job if the Niseis scatter so they want to bring them t ogether in order 

to have their own congregation. Then there is one Caucasi an minister at Erent House 

who feels that ifihe Niseis are lonesome and if they want  an all-Japanese congregation 

he is going to give it to them. The trouble with the ministers  is  that they tend to 

say that the Niseis are more lonesome than they actuoally are. In this way. thev 
v «> J  t / 

can bring pressure on bringing the group together. 

Perhaps this is the beginning of the "inevitable" move for  ihe  Nise i to 

come together« Tom says that there is another group out on the West side who 

meet for socials every Friday evening. It is not because the Nisei are forced 

to come together socially. They have not even attempted to e xpand out into the 

greater community activities» lhe church counselling prog ram has not been too 

successful because they do not point out enough things of i nterest that the 

Nisei can go into. Most of the Nisei are so blind that they t hink "Socials" 

are the main objective in life yet. Togo says that he sees so many of these 

lonesome Nisei fellows that cannot make social adjustmen ts and there is a lot 

to be said for them. 

It turned suddenly cool last night and today it is the same . It may rain 

again. I slept all morning and have some plans to do some further typing on CH-9 

this afternoon if I still feel ambitious. 

Togo was over at the office yesterday afternoon. He said tha t he has 

been looking for 6 Nisei orderlies who skipped out of thei r hospital jobs 

without giving notice. He said that it costs the hospital $2 0.00 for various 

tests on each fellow so that they are sore because these Ni sei walked out without 

even leaving notice. Togo says that this is a common trick.  He does not know 

why they act that way. He has a feeling that many of the Nisei  are afraid to 

face the boss and tell him that he is quitting for a better jo b. Togo feels 

that many of the employers are getting disgusted with Nisei help. He told of 



Charles Kikuohi DIARY 
Chicago August 28, 1943 

one man who has had three Nisei girls give him a dirty deal so t hat he has lost 

interest in trying to help them out« 

One of the things that Togo could not understand was that a l ot of the 

Nisei have fine references as steady and dependable as well as reliable, but 

they are not like that when they come out here« We figured out  that the reason 

for this was that they have changed because of the greater av ailability of jobs» 

Out on the Coast a Nisei was steady and reliable at a $60«00 a mo nth job because 

he was afraid for his job« It was difficult  for,  a Nisei to get another job so 

that they let themselves be exploited and never told the e mployer off* This 

was even true in housework« Some of the Nisei girls who we nt to Cal worked at 

the same place for four years« Miss Christie, the Jap hater at the UC employ-

ment office, even admitted that they were steady« 

Suddenly the Nisei find themselves in a position where there is a wide ' 

range of jobs« They thus are no longer steady and reliable« Th ey shop around 

for the best jobs« The job with the most pay becomes the stan dard« This is 

true even for the girls« Togo told of one girl who had ver y high recommendations 

as a person who never thought of herself but always of oth ers and that she was 

going to try to go to the Boston school of Social Work« She s till has this aim 

so that Togo referred her out to a social settlement« But  she turned down the 

job because it did not pay enough, the place was too dirty, and she said the 

people were foreigners, etc« The girl did not even have a so cial attitude and she 

was full of prejudice« Yet she wants, to go into social work « There seems to be 

many Nisei who are now entering the field of social work« They feel that this 

is one of the few fields where a girl can follow a professio n« 

The Nisei are finding it harder to get a job these days becau se they shop 

around too muoh, plus the growing suspicions« The Illinois A merican Legion 

Convention whioh met at the Hotel Sherman put up a resolutio n that they do not 

want any more Japs in the state« They go on the assumption that the Japs were 
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evacuated from the Pacific Coast because they were dislo yal» The government 

did not trust them. Therefore, why should the State of Ill inois trust them» It 

is a very convincing argument because they do not know ver y much about the 

Japanese in this country anyway» 

Bette has really been taking it easy this week» She still ha s a lot of 

clothes to wash and iron» She got through the first batch, but she has not 

attempted to tackle the second bagfull» Her work upstairs t akes about two hours 

of her time and she also does the shopping and cooking» She h as been sleeping 

late every morning so that her day is shorter» She usually reads until quite 

late at night« 

Next week I shall have to take steps about the school business and this is 

going to cut into my time» Some of the other young Nisei out here with older 

brothers and sisters are now running into the same trouble an d they are going 

to be shocked when they find out that a high tuition is charge d» They have not 

bothered to inquire about the school before» Shirrell is no t very much concerned 

about it» The Board of Education told him that each case wi ll be considered 

individually, but that was -tile easy way for it to get aroun d the thing» All it 

does is to send back a routine form letter denying exempti on» If my case is 

not strong e nough, I hardly think that the Board will make e xemptions for other 

Nisei* 

August 30, 1943» Monday 

I worked real hard at the office and finished typing up CH-9* It took 

me about 45 hours to type it up and 18 hours for the intervie ws» Progress is 

not as fast as I would like it yet» I typed 30 pages today » 

Frank is going on to Washington, D» C», for the study on the 11th with 

Morton» There is a lot of data there to be gone through and t hey will be very 

busy» The contacts with the WRA are apparently good right n ow and Meyer offers 

to open up the confidential files» Morton feels that he wi ll be drafted by the 

end of January and he would like to finish up the material that he has been working on* 
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It will be quite a loss to the study to have him go« If he can not get another 

deferment, that means that the rest of us will also be draft ed in short order 

when the time comes» I doubt if dependency counts. Of cours e, the California 

draft boards may consider the study more as a part of the war e ffort. I don't 

particularly care any more, although I would like to conti nue on with the work» 

I would also like to do something for the family, but it is sti ll too uncertain 

and I have all I can do with Emiko and Bette» 

Tom also plans to go to St» Louis on the 11th as he has some c ases lined 

up there and he wants to make the arrangements with the Mats unaga girl. He 

plans to be gone a week but he does not know if he can finish up t he cases in 

such a short time. If the girl does not have a lot of backgro und material ready 

for him, I hardly think that he will be able to do six oases in o ne week. 

That leaves me in charge of the office. I shall be the offic e manager with 

two secretaries on my hands. Maybe I will be able to do a litt le dictating for 

the first time, but I don't know if I will have any cases by th en to work on as 

I will be busy with this school business» It is my biggest w orry so far and 

I don't know what I will do» Emiko has not come back yet. Ali ce wrote and said 

that she cannot find anybody to come back on the S.P. with he r so that she may 

wait until Mark comes back with them on the 15th. I wrote a let ter to her this 

evening so that she will not expect too much when she c omes back. I surely wish 

that I could settle this matter» 

This evening I phoned Mr» £lazlan to see if he had oontacted M r. Levin of 
r 

the Board of Education yet. He was suddenly called to Washi ngton so that Mrs. 

Blazlan said that she would call him. I shall try to contact hi m for an inter-

view tomorrow, but my hopes are not too high and it may be ano ther wild goose 

chase» I don't know what I will do yet if all these things fail» I am sure that < 

something can be worked out» It makes me angry to find ou t the damned attitude 

of the school board» I can't arrive at any other conclusion t hat it is solely a 
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matter of discrimination after what Dr* Johnson told me» I haven't been in to 

see him about this latest development, but Tom said he to ld him Saturday and 

he was plenty byrnt up« 

Dr. L\i *rg dropped into the office for a short chat today• He is the 

president of the American Sociological Association and one of the best known 

sociologists in the country, according to Frank* He is very much interested in 

the problem and he is going to contact the WRA to see if he c an be a community 

analyst at Gila from December to April as he will not be teac hing then and he 

would like to spend his winter in Arizona. He î teaching u p in some girl's 

college in Maine« I wonder if I can work some deal to sen d Emiko to that school? 

Emiko is not anxious to go off to school alone, but that may be the only solution 

as there are not many good schools around here* The good one s are closed and they 

charge too much tuition anyway* I think that it may do Emiko g ood to get out 

on her own, but she will assume her responsibilities more* Bu t she does not want 

to leave us and I have to think about Bette too* I don't know wha t the solution 

to this whole thing is* 

Bette seems to be having a good rest during her vacation* She sleeps late 

and has something to do all day. She listens to the radio a lot and she has 

been taking part in some song oontest naming tunes in return f or a prize* She 

never misses* She still has some washing to do, but it may not get done as she 

has a burn on her finger and the water, irritates it* She said today that this 

is the first time that she has been able to relax, read, and do what she pleased* 

She is also catching up on her letter writing* I do hope that I can get her into 

a normal public school in the fall* It is only about a week o r so mors before 

the semester starts and the whole thing is uncertain* Even i f she gets in there 

is the matter of getting credits for the work done in the camp * 

Attached is Alice's letter which we received today* Not muc h new news 

except that the Buddhaheads being repatriated to Japan we re in the Gila hospital 

before being sent on to New York to board the Gripsholm* Ti me Magazine says the 
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reason the boat has been held up was that many Japanese refused to go and Japan 

only wanted those on the list it sent» 

Jimmy S» announces his engagement to a Hattie at Tule Lake, l eaving me 

the only single and smart man on the staff» Poor guy, roped in for matrimony 

and at his youthful age S 

LETTER 

nThe enclosed tags are something they passed out» Nothing imp ortant, just 

identification» 

August 25, 1943 

"Dear Charlte and Bettys 

"It's a very hot day today, but if I'm busy doing something , I don't feel the 

heat as much, therefore, I am favoring you two with some jui cy morsels of gossip» 

"Flash II 

"Japs land at Gila ••••» Well, maybe that's a little exagg erated, but there are 

a lot of Japs here, and I don't mean maybe* They're from P oston and Manzanar, 

and they are being quarantined at the hospital until time f or the boat to leave 

New Jersey, and travel half way around the world, for the t rading of segregees 

for Caucasians, who were left in Japan. The boat is leaving on the 1st, and the 

people have been brought here for vaccinations, etc», and a re sleeping at the 

hospital» After Friday, people are not supposed to talk to an y of the repatriate 

maybe they are afraid that valuable information might be given out, for the 

repatriates to take back to Tojo» 

"Flash 

Blackie and Blackie Junior had anti-rabies shots today a t the Internal Security 

Department, and it took six hefty men to hold Blackie down» P atients are doing 

as well as expected, and acting normal now» 

"Flash 

"Miss Emiko Kikuchi suffered a dreadfully embarrassing ex perience at Dr» Yamamoto 
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house, 74-2-C, when she was talking with him about cementin g a tooth in, which 

had fallen out when she bit on a piece of ice, as the offen ding tooth fell out 

while she was explaining, and she had to put it back in withou t washing it, to 

show him where it belonged. 

"Flash 

« 

Miyako caught walking around the house without any shoes on . She/experimenting 

on a new theory that if she walks around enough, and toughe ns her feet, she won't 

need any ration tickets for shoes« 

"Flash,.,, (getting monotonous, isn't it?) 

"Tarn- 1 s  - my-name came home Sunday with a »butch* haircut, given t o him by a 

Japanese woman on Block 61. He wasn't satisfied at first, bu t we convinced him 

that he looked all right, so at present, he is satisfied. At least, he looks 

neater. 

"Flash..... 

"Mrs. S. Kikuchi, who suffered a bad leg for almost two weeks, is now up and 

around and doing as well as can be expected. 

"This side of the page has more space on the bottom, so I shall say goodbye, sign 

my name, and then ask you to read the other side for suppleme ntary questions, and 

reminders. 

"Everyone is fine, but it's still a little hot. Shame, Be tte, for shivering when 

we are perspiring all over, gave to take about three shower s a day, and they have 

a new system of no ice to take home. We have to go to the mess ha ll for ice 

water, and it doesn't stay cold very long, which means we ha ve to go often. 

Love, 

Your (nicest)sister — Alice 
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Alice*s letter continued: 

"And now for the questions? 

wl« How are you both coming along? Eroiko is worried that you m ay both gain so 

much weight* with Bette*s deelishuz cooking, that she is eating to beat the band, 

so that she won't be left behind« The almost-daily menu of por k gets a little 

tiring though. 

n2« How is Sister Mariko? I have heard from a few different sou rces that she 

got rather emotional for a while, and looks pretty tired* Ma ybe Yoshi bounoes 

around the bed too much« 

w3« Have you seen Mark lately? He is coming to Gila around t he first, so if 

there is anything you want him to bring, you'd better get in  touch with him before 

that« He will probably oontact you before he leaves though« 

"4« I sent Cherie Yusa, or rather gave her, the films of Pop 's funeral, so will 

you ask Mariko if she will hafe them developed and send th em to us as we are 

anxious to see how they have turned out« They may not come out a t all, due to 

the ignoranoe of the man who took seme of the pictures, but I hope the main ones 

will« 

"5« We received the pictures of Pop all right, and I must say they came out 

better than we expected« Pop looked just like that, only wi th his eyes closed, 

while in the coffin« 

"6« Has Mariko movéd out yet? I haven't heard a word from her as yet, and I 

don't want to be homeless when I get back there« 

H7« Mark will arrive on the 1st, or thereabouts, so we will be b ack about the 

14th or 15th« Emiko does not want to go home alone, if possibl e — most of the 

kids who go out have to take the Santa Fe, so will you let he r know if there are 

any exams to take before school starts? 

Things to tell you •••••••• 

tt l« Thank you for sending the films« We got them all right, and are glad to get 

them because Mark was saying he couldn't get any more at camp ® 
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"2. We could use a little more Kool-Ade if you can get them at 3 for 10/, other-

wise, if they are a straight 5/e, maybe we can ask someone a round here to get 

some from town* Mrs. Tuttle has come back frcm Californi a, driving the Sugi-

yaina's car here, so either she, or Miss Hankey, will get mo st of the things we 

need here» 

"3* Thanks, Betty, for the letter« Mam says thanks also, b ut says that since 

we are here to write letters, she will not answer it right aw ay. After we are 

gone, she will start writing again» 

"4» Bette; Yonnie, Shag, Mas Higa, Mary Matsuzawa and a girl named Ruth Yamamoto, 

say hello to you, and your former gang wants to know if they c an have a snapshot 

of you. They came over one day to talk all about you, and w e see them every once 

in a while, at the shows, etc» n 
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I am exhausted today after all the walking and warming oute r 

office seats that I did* After puttering around at the office for a few 

minutes, I went down to see Dr* Johnson to inform him about t he answer 

from the Jfoard of education* I was feeling discouraged be cause it was 

on the basis of the nonresident clause that the application was refused* 

^lowever, he thought some action should be taken immediat ely* Miss Herrick 

of the Chicago Teacher's Association was there and she took a n immediate 

interest in the problem. She said that the association wo uld make a 

fight of it. That seemed a little belligerant to me, bu t my hopes went 

up* She did not think that much could be done for Emiko, but she did 

not see any reason why Bette should be denied*^) 

. Cjl Dr. Johnson thought that the most immediate step shoul d be to go 

down and see Judge O'Connell and get the legal guardians hip over Bette* 

He said that it would be a simple procedure so that I made pla ns to go 

down town immediately, .""yy 
/  Uc U y  I 

^Miss Herrick then suggested that I go see the Teacher's U nion 

after the papers were granted. "They will certainly do some thing about 

it* I oan't understand why the board would take such an attit ude and 

turn the application down* The secretary who sent you the le tter is 

nobody* Very rarely does the Board turn down an applicat ion to get 

into the High Schools if it is a legitimate case like yours is * It 

looks to me that there is discrimination here. If the Teach er's Union 

oannot do anything, we will take it up with the ASLU. 

I ventured the opinion that it was technically a non-resid ence 

matter so that not much of a oase could be made on the basis of racial 



DIARY 

Charles Kikuchi August 31, 1943 
Chicago 

discrimination even if it were a strong element in the decis ibn» Miss Herrick 

said that she knew the Board and she would not put anything pa st them and 

she thought that it was a shame that I had to go through all  of these troubles» 

I told her that I had a contact in Mr. Levin of the School Boar d from Mr» 

Bazalan. Miss Herrick said that I should follow this throu gh, but she did 

not think that much would come out of it. "Mr. Levin is a nice m an, but he 

will not do much» We have tried to stir him to action on the B oard before 

on other matters, but he plays the middle road» Anyway go t o see him as 

it may do some good»" 

I then asked about the Junior College. She said that she kn ew the 

Dean and she would speak to her, and Dr» Johnson also added that he knew one 

of the Deans out there. But they did not think that we could d o much with 

the Junior College although they felt that it would be a good idea to send 

Emiko out there to talk to Mr» Humphries, the registrar as "he is a reasonable 

person»" Miss Herrick suggested that Emiko could possibly get a part time 

job and help pay her expenses» Dr» Johnson said that if she was going to 

pay that much for tuition, she may as well enroll at the U niversity» I re-

minded him that the University was closed to the Niseis fr om camp» 

This is a peculiar situation because Niseis not evacuate d are eligible 

to enroll. In fact Helen Miyoshi is on the way out now on a s cholarship to 

the Social Work School here. She went to Salt Lake instead of evacuating. 

But in my case, a special case has to be made up and it is no t likely that 

I will be able to enroll unless some subterfuge is resorte d to. It is a con-

tradictory situation to say the most. It occurs to me that al̂ erson coming 

out of the camp should be accepted as "loyal" since he has had an FBI, WRA, 
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and Army clearance« A non-evacuee has not had any sort of a cl earance and 

yet they are not under suspicion. It seems that the assumptio n is that an 

evacuee is presumed guilty of something by the mere act of bei ng evacuated. 

Whata dilemmaI I am not worried about my enrollment right now as I have 

plenty to worry about in getting Bette and Bniko fixed up. 

I also discussed the problem of getting credits for work do ne in the 

camps* I did not think that the WRA could do a thing as the off ice is help-

less on such matters as this and it has not any power anyway. It passes 

the buck too much. I pointed out that the Central Y had acce pted Bette 1s 

credits and since it was an accredited school, it should fol low that the 

public school should also accept the credits. Miss Herric k said that I 

should not be so truthful about this matter, but to go to th e Y school 

and have them make up a transcript on one of its own forms a nd then there 

would be no questions asked. 

After this interview, I went forth with much more optimi sm. CK 

taking his responsibilities seriously is some sight! I wa s armed with the 

statement signed by mom and notarized saying that I was responsible for the 

support of Bette and that she was even willing that I lega lize it. It was 

hot as hell and I did not relish the ride downtown, but that was only the 

beginning of my sufferings today. 

When I got to the City Hall, I did not know where the office wa s so 

I had to ask for Judge O t Connell. None of the attendants around there were 

sure. They were a bunch of dumb droops and I don't see how they got their 

jobs unless it was political patronage or the general lack  of manpower. 

While they ran around trying to find out, I wandered around a bit in the City 
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Hall. It is an immense place and it covers one square block. T here is a 

free scale on the ground floor and it was so popular that t here was a long 

line waiting for their turn. I didn't have anything to lose (but my weight) 

so I dutifully fell in line and almost broke the scale. I ha te to put down 

the weight. Like Yoshie says, it was "over 150" believe it or not. That 

is a lot for a little Yabo like me. While I was standing there wi th a wor-

ried look on my face, one of the attendants finally located the Judge's 

chambers and took me up on the elevator to the 6th floor. H e knew where it 

was all the time only he thought I said O'Donnell instead of O' Connell. 

Maybe I did.»^^ 

When I got to the probate judge's chambers I could not find anybody. 

I went out to the information desk and there was a self imp ortant Negro there 

named Sam.  (I am sure that he is in a political job in reward for getting out 

the vote.) He said that thejjudge was on his vacation but that he would hold 

court in the morning. He laughed when I said that I wanted to take out legal 

guardianship over my sister. He said that I was too young. I c almly told , 

him that I was over 21, and would he please direct me to a person who knew 

something about the matter. Sam gave me some long winded dire ctions about 

going to the 4th floor to hire a lawyer. I did not rely on thi s information 

so I went into the judges' chambers and finally dug up a seedy looking court 

clerk. He said that I had to get a lawyer as it was a long le gal process 

and that a lot of papers had to be filled out. I was almost re ady to give 

up in despair when the judges' secretary arrived on the scen e. She was the 

first person I met in the building with any intelligence. S he said that I 

could not get guardianship over a "person" if no money or est ate was involved 
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as there was 110 sense to it. I told her that it was mainly to he lp get 

Bette into school. She muttered something about the Board of Education and 

then she became very helpful. She phoned the Legal Aid Depar tment, Mrs, 

Foltz told me to come over right away and she would do what sh e could do. 

<Ye Gads, I thought to myself, here we go again on the pass the buck merry 

go round. I trotted dutifully down to Wells Street, losi ng about one pound 

of avoirdupois by perspiration and eliminating that wor ry slightly, but all 

the time thinking how hungry I was (it was near noon) and won dering what 

Bette would cook up for dinner 

It was at the Legal Aid Office that I wore the seat of my pants down 

to a brilliant shine. Finally I could not stand it any more a s no smoking 
/ 

was allowed and it was miserably hot. I went out for a smo ke and then retur-

ned and told the information girl that the Probate Court had  s  ent me over 

for an immediate interview. This worked and I got to see Mr s. Foltz. She was 

very sympathetic, but I had to go through the whole stor y with her .again. 

She said that it was not necessary to get legal guardianship. Foltz 

has a shrivelled hand and it was quite a handicap in wri ting up the data/\^ 

She said that Mrs. Erlanger, the head of the Refugee section of the United 

Charities, Inc. could fix it up for me in no time so I trotte d down to see 

her, all the time feeling that it was a fruitless chase. 

Mrs. ErlangerXs a naturalized American and she spoke in a he avy 

accent. She^ept on insisting that it was a discrimination ma tter, and I 

kept denying it. She was most kindly, and she treated me just like a refugee. 

I told her that I was an American citizen and the problem was te chnically 

the non-residence clause although I thought the denial o f the application 
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might have been influenced by the racial factor. Mrs. Erl anger then said 

that it would be all fixed up so she phones the Friends Servi ce Office. 

Naturally they did not know anything about it. Then she de cides to phone 

the WRA as "it will fix it all up in der minute." I told her that the 

•WRAf s hands were tied and it did not know any more about it th an I did as 

it had not followed the thing through. Mrs. Erlanger insiste d on phoning 

Miss Ross anyway. Some of my feelings were soothed when she said that an 

intelligent man wanted to know what could be done. She got the idea that 

the WRA was legally responsible for the resettlers, whi ch I did not agree 

with« It ended up by Miss Ross saying, "Well, it is a simple matter, just 

have him fill out an application for tuition exemption and th e Board will 

fix" it up as I have been down to see it«" I told Mrs. Erlanger th at the 

application had been sent in five months ago and I had just re ceived a 

negative answer. Miss Ross did not know what to do next so I t old her over 

the phone that maybe I should try taking out  3& gal  guardianship and she 

thought this was a swell idea. Mrs. Erlanger was then not so s ure that she 

could settle everything in a matter of minutes. She thought t hat a scholar-

ship to  A private school could be arranged for Emiko so I thanke d her for 

this new lead as I intend to follow it up and returned to Mrs. Foltz in the 

Legal Aid Department. I sat around for a couple of more ho urs because she was 

so busy, ̂ n the meantime, I prevented myself from going s lightly insane by 

talking to a Nisei girl (Tomi Demoto) who is the switchboard  operator for 

the United Charities. She is from Rowdier and was a Mills Co llege Grad. I 

lined her up for a future interview although I don*t know if s he will be 

willing to talk. She gave me her address so I can find out when 1 get 

saiKc jhhbhk; • • • • • • ^ H "lir 1HHHR'' ' " • •  '1MT 
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around to it« Sort of cute, too, but she acts the effioient business type 

and speaks in such a low voice that you can hardly hear her » But she has 

a nice clear voice when she talks over the switchboard* Like m any Niseis, 

she does not put any effort into her conversation. She was c urious to know 

why I was down there, so Mr. Hunter, the head of the United Cha rities had 

introduced us. 

Finally I got in to see Mrs. Foltz and she did not know if I s hould 

still try to get the guardianship out. <̂ he phoned down to Mrs. Erlanger and 

I think that Mrs. Erlanger gave me a build up, because Mrs. Fo ltz remarked 

that I seemed to know a lot about the workings of a social a gency. I told 

her that I was trained as a social worker at UC. After that we got on even 

more wonderfully. yBhe thought that perhaps the legal g uardianship should 
AjU I 

be taken out in Mr. Hunter's^name• We went vo see him and talk ed the whole 

thing over once more. He thought that perhaps it should be ta ken out in 

Mariko*s name since she had been here a year, but I said that r esidence star-

ted the day one arrived if the intention was to set up domic ile. He said this 

was right so that it should be taken out in my name. There was a question , 

of whether I should say I was working for the University of Ca lifornia as 

that would indicate temporary residence. I put down I was wor king as a 

research assistant at the University of Chicago which is true, since we have 

an office there. Then he wanted a signed statement from mom, and fortunately 

I had it on hand as I had sent for it a few weeks ago and had it not arized, 

^hen he wanted to get Mariko and Alice*s consent as they wer e adult members 

of the family. Since the time was short, I made a phone call over to Mariko 

and found that the phone was disconnected for some unknown reason, so I 
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told Mrs. Foltz that they had gone to Arizona so she accepte d that. The 

actual filling of the form is very simple. She said that ther e would be no 

charge to me and I did not need a lawyer. I am to meet here at  the City 

Hall with Bette at 9:45 in the morning to get the court appro val. 

vî î /If that is flone, then the next step is to get the school board to 

relent. s. Poltz said that it was not such a good idea to hav e the Teach-

er's Union do it because it was always fighting with the Bo ard of Education. 

She did not suggest how else I could get the matter settled. B ette is going 

to school to register in a day or so and if she has the lega l guardian papers, 

she will try to slip through. If that is done, our problems ar e solved 

although there is always the fear and worry that a kick will  be made later. 

I want to get it all straightened out now so that she can go to the Junior 

College next year without going all through this again. As f or Emiko, it 

looks like I shall have to find some additional scholarship f or her. She 

spent a large part of her savings to go to Gila. That is the ne xt worry. 

No wonder, I am not getting any work done for the Stud} 

fortably relaxed on the sofa. If she only knew what a trying d ay I had. I 

gave her some idea of it, but it would take the  actual experience to let her 

really know. I am soft and that walking and heat wore me down. Wien the 

Army gets me, I won't be a very good physical specimen. 

/Be t t e U i i d ^ a t Yoshie had left a message to phone her. I f igured 

that it̂ was in  regard,  to the Levine interview.  But,  she just said that I had 

left a message to call her last night. And here I spent a whol e hour 

trying to get her on the phone. I asked her if Mrs. Bazalan had c ontacted 

I was exhausted this evening when I came home to find Bett e com-
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Mr« Levine yet and Yoshie went to interrupt her in the shower s to ask. She 

said that I was supposed to phone Mr. Levine last night as h e is now out of 

town for several days. Well, that finishes that lead. 

I forgot to mention that Mr. Hunter phoned Shirrell up to as k him 

what to do and Shirrell said that the WRA was interested, but i t could not 

do much and to keep him informed on how Bette's case came out. He said that 

there were not many cases like mine in Chicago as most of the sc hool kids 

coming out are with their parents.  1  don't know what the Niseis who brought 

younger brothers and sisters will do about this problem. If I can get 

Bette fixed up, it may help. I could refer them to Mrs. Erlang er, but I 

hate to have them go through all that running in circles l ike I have done 

for the past five months. I just have to take time out from m y work to 

work on this problem and many of the Niseis who are workin g would not be 

able to do this. 

Got a nice friendly letter from "Miss Divinity" whom I do no t 

know, but who is the typist at the Study at Berkeley. I shall h ave to 

watch my language henceforth. The letter was the only brig ht spot 

in my day of worries. I wonder what happened to Blond Bombsh ell and the 

Brunette sonebhing who used to type up the stuff at Berkeley. 

8/24/43 

Dear Charlie, 

It happened that today at 3:17j p.m. the newest significant l and-

mark on your diary was reached—page 3000—and since your sun dry diary 

typists get so well acquainted with you, I think it is a go od idea to further 

the custom of our introducing ourselves at these historic mo ments. 
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I am neither pretty or popular like the Phi-Be.ta blondes—I 'm dark, 

sort of on the shady side of twenty, and horror of all horrors !, (especially 

to Morton)* I am a theological student at Pacific School of  Religion. But 

in a round about way that gives us something in common, f or I was a clerk at 

the ordination services for George Aki and my closer frien d, Mas Wakai, at 

Tanforan. Mas and George and a fellow named Sakae Hayakawa  were all PSR 

fellows and Mas was a student assistant in my home church—P lymouth Church— 

during my first year of seminary. He had charge of a group of lively high 

school kids and I was rather interested in your remark about his successful 

counselling of the Nisei girls. At Plymouth he used to haul me into the 

meetings, desperately hoping that my intuition or by some o ther magic would 

dispel the perpetual giggling before which he seemed help less. Maybe he 

needed sistersi 

Sometime I am hoping to take some work at Chicago Seminary b ut not 

until I've been in the field for a bit. Our human relationshi ps do get a 

bit rusty after 2 yearJjof graduate work and outside contact s only on "Sun-

days." Two very fine men in religious education, whieh has b een my interest, 

Ross Snyder and W.  C.  'Bower are on your faculty. Our department is weak so 

I would like to take advantage. Also, Dr. Palmer used to be pa stor of our 

church, just after the SF earthquake. Those were in the hey days of Plymouth, 

for the community around was building up fast, and he est ablished an immense 

community center which provided the only recreation facil ities for miles around. 

Morton will be leaving for Washington on Aug. 30, via Ch icago, so you 

will soon have company in your sweltering misery. Mrs. Wils on, Morton and 

Morton has become self-appointed agent for the disillusion ment of my fine 
ideals. He does so in the name of scienoe. We do have some fine a rguments. 
I have learned that some of the "pillars" of the church are o f the Joint-
Immigration- American Legion category, and he has learned that many of them are not. 
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Dorothy send their hellos, and hope you are fine* 

Pleased to meet you Charlie, 

(signed) Dorothea Darch 
(Miss Divinity) 

2~ -
Morton's name for me« 

Hi, Miss Divinity* 

Hoî s the weather in Berkeley? It is exceedingly warm out h ere« 

The Chicago people apologize by saying,  n It isn't really hot; it's humid." 

It is so humid that I am sitting like a fat little Buddha, stripped to 

my "inner delicate garments 11 and pounding away at this typewriter. 

Give my regards to The Bridge, the Bay, and dear old S.F. We have 

a big lake out here but it does not blow any fog over us. The onl y thing 

that blows is the terrific stench from the stockyards on t he west side, I 

am sorry that you have to be so bored by typing this junk of mi ne up. In 

these days of paper shortage, it is suoh a waste. 

From the Diary 

Bette is all sprawled out on the davenport reading about th e love 

life of Shirley Temple. Every once in a while she wiggles h er chubby toes. 

She certainly has been a lady of leisure. She won't wash my so cks and I am 

getting down to the last pair. If she doefe not take action s oon, it is going 

to smell worse than the stockyards around here if I have to s tart out on the 

second round. It is disgusting. She thinks more of Shirley t han my comfort. 

/Miss Herrick mentioned something about Togo today. She  has a very 
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high opinion of him and she thinks that he speaks better Eng lish than most 

Americans, which is true* She said -&iat Carey McWillia ms is trying to get 

him on the FM newspaper in HY* He is good enough to do that work* I hope 

that he does get the break» 

I hope that it is not too hot tomorrow as I figure that I will hav e 

a long wait in court* 

/ September 1, 1943 

I am sitting here in the Friends Office waiting for Togo to c ome 

back from some sort of a meeting on the resettlement* He was very busy this 

morning with a constant stream of visitors*^ 

We got up very early this mroning, 8:00 a*m*, in order to go  down 

to the City Hall to appear before the Probate Court* For the fi rst time 

in a long time, I got dressed up since I thought I had to make a good im-

pression on thte Judge and to show him that I was old enough* ̂ Tt started 

out by being very hot this morning and that did not help very much. We 

got downtown with plenty of time to spare so that we went int o the restaurant 

and had some breakfast. Bette had waffles and I had coffee an d snails (?)• 

Then we went up to the City Hall and wandered around for a few  minutes* 

)ifj(r  We met Mrs* Foltz in the County Clerk's Office and then start ed our 
and waited while she ran around / 

sitting around/from office to office* \There were a lot of p oliticians around 

and they did not look very dignified* Bette remarked that no w onder Chicago 

had so many unsolved crimes* They all talked about their chi cken farms* 

There were quite a few seedy looking individuals in the o ffice paying fines 

and what not* yi«rs* Foltz finally got the papers fixed up f or me to sign and 


