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her and the Rerkeley and Peninsula groups may oppose her for this reason. Bette just
wants to be elested for the "prestige" value.

Fmiko went to the dentist today to get her tooth fixeds She has a big eavity
in one of the molars and her choice was to have it yenked, or else have the nerve
killeds "hile she was in the chair, the eleetric power went off so that she hag to
go through the same thing again tomorrow. She finished out her student relocation

form and promises to send it in tomorrow. Her smbition is to deo secretarial work,

July 14, 1942 Tuesday

Mr. Spencer came down this morning and told us that Dr, Thomas had seen the WRA
about our transfer to Gila, They will get olearance from Friar in Washington., Dr,
Thomas 1s on her way up to Tule Lake for a few days and she notes that the tempera-
ture there is around 110° now. In case that Mom cannot travel I am supposed to wire
Thomas and let her know.

Mom has been feeling a little better. Today she was on her feet for a little
while. Pop thinks that it was his eucalyptus brew which he rubbed on that is our
her., Aliee had the dootor come down and he says that Mom can travel now, but that
she will have to go to bed as soon as she gets there. Pop has been very considerat

of her and they have been talking together more, something that he has not done for a

long time. I thought the reason for this was hiibnture, not a deep seated diffi-

oulty. Our family disoussion of the other night has cleared a lot of things up.
Pop made some stew for Mom today and he told me flatly that we will not leave here
until she is well. He was busy today getting together some rope so that we could
start packing., Te wants to spend his $4.00 sorip book up on tobacoco so that Tom was
busy most of the aftermoon rumning in and out of the canteen purchasing the 9 cent
tins of Vodel tobacco, 3 tins at a time. Mimi bought me 14 pkgs of cigarettes so
that my books are almost spent up.

Alice went to mess 19 to see about the olothing, She added up our itemized

lists and it same to #93.00. She asked Dave Tatsuno what could be done about getting
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our clothing and Dave made arrangements for us to receive our stuff at Gila in case
we left before they arrived here. We had an extra #5.,00 added to the total. This
whole sum is supposed to represent 3 months allowance f6r the nine of us.

Everyone that we know are already saying their goodbyes, and wonder why we picked
such a hot place., News certainly does travel fast. Koji Urabe and the whole boxing
team said that they would give us a good sendoff. The boys in the office also got
the news from some source and I could not very well deny it. DBefore I even got back
up to they office they kmew that the day was going to be the 25th or before. They
want to go down to Gila en masse now to start a super paper down there. Ome of my
last duties will be to see if I can get Davis to give them P and T ratings so they
ean also draw $16,00 a month like some of these teachers and seoretaries. They are
worried about the paper staff since Emiko will not be available either. I sort of
eased off on the leg work by sending Lillian and Jimmy after more stories.

The whole family is beginning to get into the excitement state of packing, but
nobody wents to start. Emike bought a couple of cardboard boxes from the supply
room, but we need strong wooden boxes to orate our accumulated belongings together.
Jaock and Bette even want to take "our" linoleum with us, but I thohght that we would
perhaps be overburdening ourselves. There is a chansce that we may be able to find
gsome there. The Gila projeot is still uncompleted and people won't be moving in
until the 25th. Ve decided to take the dressers, but the table might be a little
too awkward to handle. Ann wants one of our barrel chairs.

Our home certainly has ohanged since the day we first enbéred here.

— - .- Al
A > 1 -

Tpt. #6 is Pop and Mom's and Miyako and

FRONT Tom's side. Tom sleeps in the front room
I{for
which is also used as a kitchen.
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We have a table and some chairs in there. On the sides we have the shelves and
closets. Tom has some books, a radio and odds and ends around his bed. Our tooth-
brushes, towels and dirty laundry ococupy the other cornor. Pop, Mom and !Miyake
sleep in the back room. There are two home made closets for their olothes, plus a
lot of our trunks and boxes. Pop keeps his little tollet ochamber in the front core
ner sinoce it 1s difficult for him to walk all the way to the latrine at the far end
of the building. Five of us stay in apt. 5. Jack and I ooccupy the front room with
our army cots. The "Tanforan" elub bureau is at the foot of my bed by the side door.
The bar desk is in the other cormer. In the middle of the room we have the table
Jack made. Home made chairs and benches are scattered around. Miyake usually ac-
oumilates a lot of her junk on our dressers At the head of Jack's bed, we have
piled some more trunkse.

On my side I have a shelf for my books, magazines and radio and a lower shelf
for the lamp, art objects and diplomas. My pop bellied "Buddha" stands guard over
my head, The walls are decorated with college banners and painted scarfs. Jack has
a shelf for his books on the wall over his head., Most of the books and magazines
are stacked on the desk built at the foot of Jack's beds Yesterday, Alice finally
got around e to putting the curtains up.

| We have taken the stable door down and a ocurtain has been placed between our
fooms. Fmiko, Bette and Alice sleep in the back, two of the beds are put together.
On the wall there are & lot of maps to brighten things up a bit, The two closets

are jammed full of all five of our clothes and Emike takes up most of the space.

Jack and I only have 1/3 of one oloset and she needs 2/3. We put our good clothes

away in our trunks. Jack's bureau with the large mirror is at the foot of Emiko's
bed. The phonograph is between her and the other two on top of the linen box.
Shelves have been put up for odds and ends. Fmiko has her framed H,S, diploma hang-
ing on the wall., Some more trunks fill up the remaining space.

My room is used as the social room, study room and barber shop. Fop usually

lay around on Tom's bed. He never bothers us although we make it a poimt to introduce
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him to all of our friends that come over. Today he was feeling more soclable so he

did a sort of jitterbug dance with Miyako in front of Bette's friends,

Bette gave her speech for viee pres. at the H.S, rally today. She may lose the
election because of the rumors of our leaving, plus the fact that her chief opponent
has & strong baocking from the Berkeley group. Patsy is also rumning for oclass rep-
resentative., For some reason she is not as popular with the boys as Bette is, Amn
says that the sparkle will be gome from her class when Bette departs. She considers
Bette as very intelligent, but one who has to be molded carefully because she will
also be popular with the boys and inelined to take on their group thinking.

Emiko has to make an important deoision about her tooth today., GShe could either
have had it yanked or the nerve killed. After a great deal of dellberation she fi-
nally had the nerve killed and so she had some needles stuck in her mouth. She is
going to lose one of her lower back teeth. I went up with her %o finally see abouk
my typhold shots, but the place was full and I ecould not get an appointment before
tomorrow morning.

Jack says that Johmny was a little mad at him today because he let his class
go to the rally and because he chewed gum whils teaching. Jack keeps diseipline by
telling them to go home if they misbehave. This is too humiliating for them so that
they quiet down and pay attention.

Toyo had a little trouble with her English class this morning. One of the boys
ealled her a heel, They read fumny books in the baock row and do not pay much attention.

Censorship: WMoQueen questionmed the use of the word kifu (cash donations) in my
columm, Davis backed him up and sald that it could not be used because it was a Jap-
anese word., I went to see Davis and he said that from now on we ocould not gwse any
Japanese words at all in the paper., I explained that certain words had no literal
translation, but it was no go. Jimmy used a good "fascist" word (sotto voce) and they
let that go throughl They are gradually reaching the point of silliness in the ocen-
sorship of the camp paper. This means we can't use "Nisel" any morel

Alex came in this morning and wanted a big write up on the Bon Odori festival
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which the Puddhist group is putting on. It is a folk dance and has some cormeection
with the Buddhist religion. We got into a very heated argument when Taro and I said
that this was worthy of burial in the most insignificant page. Llex contended that
we needed these Japanese sort of things. I told him that he was not being very real-

istie., Although T had nothing against the better paft of the Japanese oculture, I

did not eonsider this an opportume time to stress Japanese culture., I told him that

the Puddhists should stress Americanism more since the group has been looked upon so
suspiciously. Alex contended that the festival was necessary for camp morale, This
is a lot of hooeyj it is only an evidence for the Caucasian public to believe that
we oling to Japan and don't want to Americanize, unfair as that may bes Alex ade
mitted that the “uddhist group were more conservative but he could not see the harm
in encouraging Bon Odori now. I thought a camp wide folk daneing festival, without
religious limes, would have been a better plan. In this respect, Alex is a little
congervative. 7But otherwise he is fairly liberal. He used to go fishing in Alaska
with the CIO union menj was aetive in the YD's and wrote a colum for the Nishi Bei.
Fils father owned a little restaurant in Oakland,.

Our messhall is having a shortage of milk agein and it is only being given teo
kids from 6 to 12, any left over given to kids up to 18, Several of the waitresses
claimed thet Tod could get more milk for our messhall if he asked for it, but he is
not eggressive enough. I asked him about it and he claims that they use too muech for
cereals in the morning and that he could not get more., I brought the matter to the
attention of Toby and he will see what he can do. The other messhalls do not lack
for milk, many give it to all of the people at least once a day., The people im our
messhall probably think we make too meany demands. That's because they are so dammed
congervative and would not raise objeotions even if they wnre.fed manure, One eold
lady whispered as she went by in the line: "That family always wants everything .
They should feel lusky to be getting even three meals a day.," They resent the fact
that we are so "bold," The other day they ran out of meat and I only got a spoonful

of gravy on some rice so I spoke to Tod about it and he gave me fried eggs and bacon.
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He said that the commissary always shorts him on meat. Geo. K, is one of the bute
chers down there and he keeps telling me to come down and he will give me all the
meat I want, but I never get around teo it., He is griped at the Mikado bunch in
there because they take about 6 lbs of meat off every messhall portion and give it
to their friends or take it home, but who yell if the butehers don't give them the
full quota down to the last ounce. I have noticed the difference., In messhall 2
where we eat our lunch, we always get more meat. The commissary boys eat there.
Food in general is much better, but I don't like the two times a week for fish

(a Japanese dish)s The way the whole Japanese food deal came around was that it
was brought up many times in the house mgrs. meetings. Finally they selected a some
mittee headed by T, Ichiyasu to investigate and make a survey of the mess hall mana-
ger's opinion. 7ithout consulting the people, the mess managers said that the old
people wanted Japanese foode This group is only { of the total end the majority of
the Nisel would rather have American dishes, but we were not even consulted., The
result is fish twice a weekl

Attorney general Varren amnounced today that the franchise rizhts of the Nigedi
will be protected during our enforced stay in camps, and we will be able to cast abe
sentee ballots. 7arren is running for Governor and this mey be a political move also
since 25,000 Nisei voters will be eligible to vote in the primaries and general
elections this year,

Today was also bastile day, but France was in no position to celebfate indepen-
dence., /Any demonstration against the Germans was threatemed with sudden death for the
demonstreator as well as the members of his family. This is the fasoist idea of freee
dom, Hirohito sent Petain a message of congratulation to France on her Independence
Day.

The whole canteen is really being mobbed these days. 7The Nisei manager there
tells me that the people don't even act like human beings. They all push and squirm
in to purchase what they cam due to the belief that they will be leaving soon., One

little boy got his chin cut on the counter today because of the rush and pressure
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behind him. There are 16 workers there now. MWoDonald says that the new supplies
have been ordered but that they have not been delivered because of transportation
shortage. The drug department especially is absolutely bare. The girls can't even
purchase sanitary napkins there., Emiko had to go up to the hospital to get some.

The price of the eandy, oigarettes and pop was lowered one cent for a few days
but all prices will go back to the standard charges again tomorrow. MeDonald got
the order from the WCCA offices to this effect while I was in his offioce.

Marie, Ann, Miteh, Jimmy, Jack and myself got into a long discussion about how
mach demoeracy meant to us as individuals. Mitch says that he would even go in the
army and die for it, in spite of the faot that he knew he would be kept down. Marie
gald that although demooracy was not perfect, it was the only system that offered
any hope for a future, if we could fulfill its destinies. Jack was a little more
sceptical. le even suggested that we should be in such grave danger that we would
then realize that we were losing something. Where this point was he could not say.

I said that this was what happened in France and they lost all. Jimmy suggested

that the colored races of the world had reason to feel despair and mistrust the white
man because of the past experiences. The treatment of minority groups even in this
country is contradictory to demoecracy. Jack thought this was the reason why so many
minority groups did not feel for democracy, because they have never had it. Ille said
that before we could do anything, race prejudice had to be eliminated, and he did
not see how this was possible. liarie said this feeling of hopelessness was one of
the reasons why many Nisei were pfejeoting patriotism. But this was a negative ap-
proache A lot of things would be oleared up if the Caucasian American showed their
good faith by letting the bars of immigration down and by giving the Negro a demo-
oratic chance. Asia would never trust the U.S5. unless we showed good faith at home
first. Ann thought that it was worth the fight to make demooracy right and eliminate
the patroniging attitude of the white man., "hether America could shake off the stu-
pid mistakes of prejudices was something that none of us could make a definite answer

upon. ‘e did not know whether economic greed would still be the dominant end of
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these nations at war. We hoped end believed that the world would be changed for the
better, under a demooratic eystem, Jack thought that this was not being practical
enough, but the rest of us could not agree to that,

Jack ate almost a whole box of crackers during the conversation. The Council
held its first assembly so that the people all put on their electrie pads at the same
time and a fuse was blown out,

The Counoil are overwhelmed by its own importances In & long winded meeting to-
night, they patted themselves on the back and told the people how hard they have been
working. Trom their minutes, it appears that most of it is a lot of talk. They do
handle a lot of routine matters though I doubt that they would be allowed to make a

strong stand on anything,.

July 15, 1942 TVednesday Midnight

Tonight I gave my speech at the Town Hall meeting on the subjeot: Resolved: it
is better to marry than stay single in the WRA centers. Midori and I took the nega-
tive, while Earl Yusa and Ruth Yamauchi took the positive. I worried around all after
noon getting the thing in shape. Marie took my dictation and we made my talk on a
very light tone. My arguments really did not hold water, but nobody else would do it.
The boys in the office were too busy with our constitution issue of the paper to be
of any help. Marie and I finished up at 4:30 so I came home to practice the delivery.
didn'# believe what I said, but Jack seemed to think that it would be harmful for
the young Niseil who would be influenced even if said Jokingly because my name was
kmown as one who had made some study of the Nisel problems. I made Bette and Patsy
sit out in front and they suffered while I rehearsed on them.

The meeting was held in the grandstand and there was a huge orowd present, I
would say around 500, which is one of the largest attendance we have had at town hall,
Only about one@fifth of those present were married as indicated by a show of hands.

Ruth and the others gave serious talks and Ernie introduced me as one who would
approach it from an academic view. But I fooled him and handled it as more of a joke,

in fun. It made me feel conceited when a great many of the audience said afterwards
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that T gave the best talk, FEmiko said she could hear my gum chewing over the micro-

phone, The whole paper staff and friends oscoupied the front three rows so that I felt

more at home, Jimmy Horano was the roving mike and he zave the orowd some good laughs.
Alice, Fmiko, Bette and Pat were also present as well as Jack with some gal in the mide
dle of the audienoce., Alice was asked for her view and she said that they should marry.
Some younger girls wore for remaining single. Jack gave them a big laugh when he said
that the resson why I took the negative view was because I had been jilted just before
evaountionl He then went on to recommend marriege bdecause it would be a stabilizing
influence on the Wigei, Ome Issel man said that bt depended upon the individual but
he recommended that the Council work towards a month's honeymoon on the outgide for
newly weds, Genmeral opinion was that Visel should marry in the WRA centers (see nots).

Bette was all excited about the election today but did not expect too much, Her
fears were bornme out by the results, She came in second with 68 votes while Rhoda got
over 160, She had her heart set on wimning but she did not eampaign enough on the
girls, T was talking tonight and Bette says she is getting nothing out of the Hi
Sehool except for Amn, The whole family likes Ann and Mitch, except Jack a little be-
cause he thinks she 1s too dogmatic on democracy., Bette says that she just can't get
down to do any serious studying. She spends a great deal of time with the boys that
follow her and she is a little worried that she is going to lose her ambitions. She
has her heart set on being e nurse.

She doesn't zo around with Pat so intimately any more. Pat is a little jealous
that Bette has stolen the limelirht from her, who introduced her to the H.S. publie
in the first place. Bette and Fmi took her to Town Hall tonite., Afterwards they went
to folk danoing and osme home 45 minutes after we did, Pat got bawled out by her
mother and T could hear her telling her that she eould not go out any more because
she sneaked off to danoces without permission.

Midori, Jimmy Sugihera, Amm, Florence Ukai, Marie, Miteh, and Earl were over after
Town Hall and we sat around listening to the records and shooting the bull for a couple

of hours. Marie and Ann looked through the Monkey Ward catalogue admiring all of the
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olothes and room decorations. Mitoh gave Tom a talk on the Boy Scoutse The rest of
us talked about the poor epileptis around camp, eto.

Alice says that Mr, Conzales was very mad today because the administration cone
fiseated the bloycle that one of the boys brought in., It is being used by the mese
songor boys at the hospital,

Dodo ing her little sister Loretta aund a coyple of other Chinese girls came toe
day., Lila Tu wes too busy to get away., Loretta bought Miyake some funny books and
told her all about her friends in Vallejos Dodo is doing grad work at U.C, Alice
brought them all on the grounds down to our stable. Dodo and Alice gradusted from
Hi School together. T got to know a lot of Chinese girls through her, They went to
the eanteen agd some Tssel woman asked Dodo a question in Japanese and Dodo said no
on a guesse It must have satisfied the lady because she went away after that. She
thought Dodo was Japanese! Angelo and Alice got im a huddle today and apparemtly they
have arrived et a suitable decision and Alice will come with use She can't marry An-
gelo in this state so will bank on getting out from Gile and gdto e State where they
can get married, Dolores was also here and apperently she and Jack have also come to
a suitable agreement, Dolores is buying some things for him to take to Arizons,
where the "Gila monsters live,"

I brought lMom's dinner from the messhall tonight, but Pop had something special
cooked for her, He is much happier now and they are getting along well once again.
Mom feeling better, but Jack does not think she should travel for at least 10 days.
Pop made some new kind of a brew for her leg today. I don't know where he got the

fornmala this time.

Fead in the paper that Turlock will be leaving for Gila on the 13th. They have

8600 there. Bob Nisbet of the "RA Employment Div, formerly of Mr, John Tolan's of-
fice came to see Mitch and he told him that there wexmxmsmy may be as many as 15,000
there. !itch got all hepped up about Gila and mow he wants to go there to see what
he can do. He is zoimg to write a lot of letters. I suggested that he try Thomas.

He could work on the project and be much more valuable than any of us since he will
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be in the thick of things. He hates to impose, but will try it as a last resort.
Bette and Emi and the kids all want Ann and Mitch to go with us. Mitch is working
on the 0Old Age and Survivor's benefits for the Council since there are some here who
are eligible.

Ernie I gave me the earbon copy of the letter we signed urging a second front.
It said in part: "We Japanese and Japanese-Americans have been evacuated from the only
home that we Imow, to be intermed for the duraticn of the war, in the interests of
national security. Because of our situation, we regret that we have not been mble
as yet to partiecipate in the war effort of this country in the way of production and
combat, As long residents of Americe and as American citizens, it is our convietion
that this people's war must end in a victory of the Allied Nations if we are to ine
sure a permanent peace for the world,"

It was signed by 46 names. All of the paper staff signed except Bill H, and
the rest were the YD group chiefly.

Chester Rowell of the Citigens for Vistory group also sent a note of thanks for

the $6.00 contribution by Vora Ikeda, Karl Akiya and others of the YD's. "We do ape
preciate very much the interest you teake in the work we are doing. "hile you are not
able to work on any direot war effort, you are keeping up a loyal, patriotie spirit.

We receive some of the camp papers and believe that an excellent job of morale is be-

ing done, especielly among the second generation Japanese,"

Geo. Ishida sent his whole first month's check of $3 to the 107% club and Rowell
had a little comment about it in the Chronicle for the l4th, George is a kitohen

worker. He will get war stamps in return.

July 16, 1942 12:10

I never seem to get started with this demn Journmal, end I'm alwaye too sleepy
to write all the details., Things that have occurred durimg the day Just seem to £ill
my head, but I always forget a lot of the 1ittle interesting things that have happenmed
when I get down to writing this, Therefore, at beet this cen only be an incomplete

pioture of what is going on,




Pe 369 (:)‘.L,u' )

T rvess T was in a sort of imeertain state todey., Vague disturbences flitted -
through my head ebout thie moving business. For myself it is ok, but family complie
oations are bound to arise., T wes not so sure sbout Mom's hemlth, She hes been have
irg a slow hemorrhage all week. This morning I told Emike +o be sure to pet the doce
tor down here for another cheolup to see whether she would be physically able to
travel or not, After dimmer, Pop gaid that the doctor was here and snid +thet Mom
should rot travel for at least 10 more days because the journey would hurt her, T
don't Imow whether i1t was the dooter or the Issel women who was here this afterncon
that +eld Pop that there was a possibility that there mey be cancer. This wes nature
ally very disturbing te Pop end the rest of ue. Aliee will po to the hospital temore
row to find out for sure just what is huppening., Mom is supposed to get a sloser
cheokup within the next few days since the lighting down here is sa bad. Pop kept
saying: "She no got oancer, Oh no, just change in woman's life." For these ressons
we had a long family disoussion tonight to find out what we should do in fegard to
Gilas Jack said that we should absolutely not go at all beenuse MOm's health should
come first. DBesides he felt that the medical facilities would be very.inadequate,
Pop A1d not want her to travel because the train may cause another hemorrhage, Mom
has low blood pressure, so now we have the two extremes to worry about, Pop hes been
rubbing oil on her leg. T think she has varicose wveins from being on her feet too
mach for many years and eirculation is slow. "omen do get ecancer during the meno-
pause period and we are, of course, worried that it may be true. Vom feels that 1%
will cost me a good Job 4n Gila and figured that she could travel in 10 days. I
explained that my ochief reesson for poing was that T wented more action and not stag-
nation g0 that this wes only an unimportent sensiderstion. Alice sedid we should all
stay or all go. Tinally Pop decided that we should split up and have Mom re join us
loter if this arrangement could be worked out., FHe wanted Emiko, Bette, Tom, Miyako'
and myself to go first. Miyako wanted to be with Mom so four would po first if this
is possible., T'm to wire Thomas tomorrow to find out. Pop won't budge unless Mom

is well, UHe feels that he can take oare of Yom betiter than the dootor. MNom: "He
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feed me too much, Cook all time., Geel" Emiko wanted to stay to take care of Mom
and was hurt when Alice said that she was not responsible enough. Jack is needed
to do the moving., We talked a longz time about the advisability of splitting the
family up because it may become difficult to get us all together again. And simee
a special order was needed to move us, it would involve the expense of two trips
for the govermment, It was decided to split if I can get a oclearance from Thomas.
I am in a tough spot because if anything goes wrong I will be responsible. On the
other hand Dr, Thomas may not like it for letting her down after all her difficul-
ties in getting permission.

Some of the neighbors ceme in and spread a rumor that since the Japanese were
80 well behaved here, the government was going to let them stay in this eenter and
send them back to their homes shortly. Alice said that they had already ordered
new identification cards and I did not think that there was any possibility of such
a thing, DlMrs. Hoyoshida from three doors down brought some chard for Mom to make
tsukemomo (pickle) and expressed hopes that she sould soon recover. Setsu's mother
brought a Japanese magazine (contraband) for Mom to read. Mrs., I has not come over
in the past few days. Mr. H's chard was grown in her own garden near the women's
latrine. Others of our neighbors have some pet type of formula which they want
Pop to apply on Vom,

Tom has been trying to get an 8 o'clook class at school. This morning Jack
told him that he could make the change if he went early. So Tom rushed up without
eating breakfast. He made a "balloon face" when Jack refused to let him transfer--
Jack relented later. Tom doesn't like school very much anyway. He says that it is
all 6th grade stuff, He and Eddie sit around in the back playing around and they
don't pay much attention except in Jack's olass. He seems to get his homework done.

Miyako got her first report from the school. She says that one of the other
girls copy her work and she gets the heck. "Our teacher's nuts. She gives me good
on spelling and drawing and th;n says I do my worst in spelling when I get them

all right.," Miyako has pioked up two more friends-- Tomi and Kazu,
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Mrs. Hoyoshida from three doors down heard that Mom was siok so thst she
brought over some ohard to make "tsukemono"” (pickles) with. She grows the stuff
in her garden down by the women's latrines. She has one of the largest families
in the place, 13 children (one in the army). Two of the daughters are mad¢ at Emi-
ko because they were supposed to sing a trio at the talent show, but only Emike
was asked., They sang a duet at the talent show tonight., The older boys work in
the messhall and we get along with them well. They are all church zoers and int-
erested primarily in baseball games, dances and socialss The family were origi-
nally from Berkeley.
The Yamamotos live two doors down, but I never see them around mach, There is

a young girl and a boy in the family, They are always hanging stuff out to air.
June Wakayama lives down at the other end. She is very attractive and has a pleas-
ing personality. She is from S,F. and I first met her at J.C, She is a Buddhist
and very popular. Right now she is one of Fatayama's secretaries in the First Add
dept. Her older sister works as a file oclerk. Jimbo is one of the Commissary boys
and goes around with the Mikado boys. Sochie Takahashi and family are from Ber-
keley., Kimi lives on our side also, Jack knows her quite well,
1 } I
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The golf ocourse is rapidly nearing completion. It is located by the big Total-
izer Roard just inside the tracks in front of the grandstand. The engineer and ar-
chiteocts designed and are supervising its construction. Because of the limited
space there will only be € holes. The lawns are coming up now and a fence made of
eucaglyptus limbs have been set up. Apparently many of the Japanese are golfers
because they have all chipped in to buy a lawn mower. I don't know how they will
split it up when we leave.

Alice and Emike had ar argument about the serip books today. Emike wanted to
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buy some oandy and Alice said that she should buy soap or something that we will

need. Emiko didn't like the idea of being told how to apenﬁper serip books and

they both got a little excited. Emiko bought the c=ndy.

Latest rumor is that the Fortume issue with all the airplane factories and

designs has been confiscated. Jack said that Korematsu turned one in., Others

told me that all Fortune magazines were collected, but Nobuo Kitagaki of the 1li-
brary says that they still have the large stack which people have donated, Nobuo
comes up to help out the heads and staple the paper. I gave him 5 more copies
since he sends them out to various eity libraries.

I was down at the gate talking to Mr., Livingston today to get some data on
visitors. He did not have the exact figures so tiat I had to go through the whole
list and count them. He says thet s lot of people come there to look at the mena-
gerie, but he won't let them in. I happened to glance at the wall and I saw three
names on the wall., These people were not to be admitted under any eircumstances.
One of the names was Helen Gahagan. T asked him if this wss the singer and movie
aotress (wife of Yelvin Douglas) but he shut up like a olam so I did not press the
point. There is another man in the office who sticks a long needle through all of
the packages (for smuggled weapons and contraband). The inspestor is very dumb,
He stands there and argues with the visitor without explaining why he takes the
packares and does not return them. It really is for the visitors' eonvenience
since they are delivered direotly to the residents by truck, but the inspector
gives the impression that it is all contraband.

I wandered over to the police department but they had little news for me.
Yesterday a bioycle was confiscated.

Hughes did not Imow the reason why-- orders from Whitoomb Hotel, he says. I sup-
pose they are afraid that the boy will ride out of the gate with it! The use of
the bike has been turned over to the hospital for messencer service. Hughes says
that there has been a little trouble in the use of profanity by Caucasian workers
and by residents. An administration bulletin has been posted forbidding its use.

It seems thet one of the residents got in a little serap with one of the Caucasian
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laborers here, The rivalry between some of the softball teams is intense and par=
tisan spectators heokle the umpire and use swear words. Huges said that unless this
stopped, games will not be held any more.

Mrs. Jarvis and her daughter-in-law eame to visit us today. She has been hm-
ing a lot of trouble getting suitable domestie help, everyone has gone into defense
work. Even Chinese help is scaree and almost impossible to get a trained megro girl.

Mrs. Jarvis and Cox have just returned from a trip around the U,S, and thru
Canada, This was supposed to be the trip I was going to drive her on--that was the
plan last year. She went through Canada and im Vaneouver one of the hotel managers
remembered her and inquired as to my present whereabouts. Last susmer I drove her
and Dootor all through the Paeifie Northwest, ate most of the food, slept in the
best hotels amd had alot of fumd, Her nephew Bill and I went on a fishing trip up
Puget Soumd and planned for some "real fishing" in the Casoades this year., De is
not an engineer on a submarine some plase in the Atlantie. Blllil mother is one
of the authorities om the Northwest history. I staysd at their home in Seattle
for five days.

Mrs, Jarvis brought up a lot of eookies amd candiss. She gave me this pen
and she wants to send me a lot of books. Mrs. Cox is from New York so we educated
her a bit on the "Amerieans im eoncentration camps because of yellow faces,” She
knows a lot of sosiety people so that our talk may have propaganda value, Mr, Merts
of the supply room believes that Limeoln Kanai is im for a tough time because "$very
one knows he was giving out ship movements; that's why he ran away,"

Some dope wrote into the Chroniele asking for eensorship of our mail because
"they v ensor mail from all foreighn countries during war time,"

July 17, 1942 Friday 1:38 a.m,

I just finished the memeographing of the paper. We didmn't get aroumd to

stapling all of them, We have a coupls of lazy ones on our staff and Taro hasn't got

the heart to tell them to do more. Bill Hata hands im material for the Sport page
and we never see him around for the rest of the week. Jimmy has to rewrite all
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of his stuff at that, Lilliam 4is also lazy. She sits aroumd all day talking to
Sammy and will mever do anything on her own initiative., Sometimes she gives me a
dirty look whem I ask her to type something off in a 26 lime count. I even gend
her out on a lot of stories. Nobby sort of disrupts our offise by talking too
mueh, Taro, Bob, Jim, Ben, Yuki and I do most of the work on the paper. We got
our eheeks today and will split it witly the four or five others that have helped
out. This was the first time that Lilliam ever got paid for working so she doesn't
wish to let anyone out im om her sheek. (Publio pressure will make her eonform.)
Alex got $8.00 as a messhall worker; Bem $3.13 so we have to equalize this when
we eash the sheoks. I got $11,74--they gypped me 26 eents and after all those
extra hours I put in tool Emiko got ¥11.,40--she got shortsd also. Xlise got
$12.00 and was disturbed because she did not get $16.00. "That's what we seore-
taries on professional basis are supposed to get.," Mr, Gunder forgot to make the
dhange until the middle of the month., Little Eddie Sato got $12.00 because he is
Mr. Guader's pet and hasbesn placed unm a skilled list. He is 12, That's why he
doesn't play wo much with Tom now after sehool. A lot of the people im camp feel
they have been shorted. The timekeeper forgot to give them oredit in many of these
eases. Tomorrow, we will hear a lot of ecomplaining going on. It really isan't fair
that some meople get here ratings due to the whims of the administration offieials
who may have takem a speoial liking to one of his workers,

I gage the Council a rather sareastie mote to deliver to Davis stating that

mone of our requests have been fulfilled after all of those promises. We still have

to use a orude mimeoscope; all of the typewriters are personal property; we

don‘t get franking envelopes for exchange like the other camps; we have mo offiece
supplies; they ocome around to steal our V metian blinds; they have not transferred
Alex or Y richi to us yet; and written eensorship procedures have not been delivered.
I also asked for P and T rating for one or two more of the wtaff. They ocer
tainly are as deservinges some of those amateur teschers and 119 file olerks work-

ing on the index eards. Taro was in a hurry to see Davis so he "oked" the note
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without reading it thoroughly. I asked the Counoil about their ninutes--tﬁey in-
sist upon keeping them secret--and stated that they were representatives of the
people not employees of the administration (Taro says they are offiee boys)--there-
for the minutes should be opem. “ow else cen the people tell what they have been
doing?

Davis pulled one of his emall WPA jokes today. We sent up the Army "oked®
eopy for his approval, snd then went ahead and cut the stencil without waiting for
a return. Nobby made a mistake and took it wup to him before he had returned our
eopy. Davie sent for Taro and asked for the copy. Taro ecould not produee so Davis
pulls it from under a stack of papers, saying, "So you tried to pull a fast one over
on usl™ Taro gave him a disgusted look and said, "oh we did," and walked out, What
in the hell does he have to keep such am eagle eye onme us? The eensorship is so
silly. Here is how our copy goes now: I get data (say from Fimanes Dep't) and write
it up. Then it goes to MeQueen for his ok. Then the dummy is set and it gets am
oke Then the stemoil is out and sent up to Davis for his ok. Then sent to supply
room aml it sits on the desk until Gonzales gives it the final approval and ohecks
to see if it has Davis' signature on it. "Om to ©ila, boys--the hell with Tanfore
an and Davis." Under this setup 1t's a wonder that we ever get finished. Ag if we
were a bunoh of little kids that need constent watohing.

B, tte had a disappointed peeve on today and it looks like I am the goat, She
has a terrific orush on Key and she rushes through work and has even been neglect-
ing things around the house so that she can be near hiss She and Patsy get together
and plen ways in which theyean get out to se the boyss Our family has never been
strict on the girls and pop lets a lot of things go by on the part of the girls,

but he won't tolerate deception. It'a not necessary. Patsy has beem doing it with

her folks and Bette has sort of drifted in with her without realizing it., The other
night the two of them said they were going to see Amn about anm English assignment,

but they went via the talent show. Coing there im itself wgs not wroing, but she
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gshould not get the habit of deceiving. Sometimes she tolls Pop she is going to
school in the afternoon and then she goes with Pat to jitterbug at the Ree Hail.

Or they plan to go dancing after getting permission to go to Town Hall, I didn't
want to see Bette have a rum in with Pop sometimes as the neighbors will be sure

to spill the beans, so I tried to give her hints but it didn't take. She got her
date all planned for Sat. nite and then asked to go, nowing how Pop feels about
gush tlings for a gzirl her age. She figures that he will relent at the last moment,
Vow that Mom 1s siok and we are on the verge of moving again he will be more than
ever touohy about it So I told Bette that she had better think it over before ask-
ing Pop. She took this as a "no"™ and showed her disappointment and resentment om
her face, I tried to make her understand in a roundabout way so that the desision
would be her own and not one in which Jack and I had to say "no" for Pop but she

put on & "suffering hero" act. So I asked her if she wanted to go te the Extravae
ganza tonizht and she got fresh and sarcastic with the remark, "No, I'm too busy.

I have to pack up my things," She didn't think of this for the past two days al-

though reminded many times. Iﬂmakes me feel like a heel, but I'1l be dammed if we
|

are going to have those long perental arguments when they are not necessarye. Going
out Pour or five nights a week is emough. Emiko got the idea rizht away and she
said that she was not going tomorrow night. I wonder why she left 2 notes for me
to eat cheese sandwiches tonight? The orowds are t0o old for them anyway. ™ill
gee what I cen do with Pép.

Congressman Ford attacked the "RA because not enough guards were stationed to
guard the Japs at Yanganar. And he protests against the idea of letting students
out to study. A letter to the Examiner also protests against people comingte Tan-
foran to visit the Japs and bringing them gifts because it's a waste of tires and
the attention should be given to the soldierss. I believe that attention should be
given to doldiers, but not for his reasons.

The latest order is that there will not be any more card games allowed in the

private barracks, Gambling has sprung up a ainLinoe free serip books were issued.
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The "ouncil wants all residents to turn in names of their nelighbors who plays ocards.
Tmless it 1s stopped checkers, chess and other types of indoor games will also be
ﬁorbidden. 3ix of the professional garblers were caught the other evening.

The Council is also investigating Lhe prostitution problem, Mlost of the fele

lows know where the girls operate, onuhn barracks 8 and the other im the infield.
i

One of thase 1s supposed to sater to only the Caucasian trade- the internal police.
Yamasalki was supposed to do the investigating but he backed out because peopde will

pat the wrong 1dea about him if they saw himl

July 18, 1942 Saturday 12135

Thie morning I got up around 8:30 and went bo the shower. The carpenters were
there fixing something and everytime I closed the door, they opened it. I finally
gave up first and so let the passing women view the body beautiful in the nude .,
The country life 1*mk1ng me immune to the oustoms of siviligation, We don't have
any privacy around here anyway.

T was still sleepy from working late so I came back and laid around in the

back room reading snatches of American Unity and Asia by Pearl “uck, In between I

ghaved and eleaned the eleotris razor out. Around 10:00 I got hungry so Pop fried
me an erg sandwich, We is in his element now-- taking care of Mom. THe ecalls him-
gelf "best French cook" and everything has to be cooked special for MNom because the
messhall cooking is not good emough for her. Mom says that she Won't want to eat
in the mescshall after she gets well., She looks weak and only walks with an effort.
Yost of the day is spent in bed. Bette rubbed her leg a little-- it's so soft and
flabby and greatly shrunken. Aliee will have the ambulance oome down and take her
to the hospital as soon as she stops "bleeding."”

Bette c¢leaned up the house, but she appesred a little cool so I did not say
much to her, although she tried not to show it she was greatly disappointed about
not getting to go to the dance. This afternoon they all went out to take a sunbath

on the infield, After dinner they came over in the hopes that there would be a
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last moment relenting. Jack said that he did not eare if she went and he asked her
if she still wanted to go. Although she had been saying all day that she did not
oare she answered with a hurt "sure T dol" PThis is the one time that she did want
to go because of her new found orush. It made me feel like an old meanie for tak-
ing Pop's side so I went and asked him if he would mind. He said that he did not
want Bette to be going to dences because of her age. I almost was going to say for
her to go, but Alice sald that perhaps it would be better not to let her have her
way by pouting because she would do it every time. Pop says he wants Jack and I
to take all the responsibilitye~ at the same time, he emphasizes that Bette is too
young, Jack says he doesp't carej which places the responksibility on me and I
don't want it because her feelings are unconsciously vent on me. God, I would hate
to be a parent. And to top things off Jack goes to the dance. He put on a show
about how excited he was to take a 25 year old girl to the dance., I was going to
take llarie, but T felt guilty about going myself whide theystayed home, I did not
say "no" to them, only "Well I don't know, you had better ask Pop." Pop knows he
will weaken so he wants us to say it for him. Emiko took it surprisingly well. She
didn't even blow up or say anything. A lot of the young kids started teo dreop in.

I had intended to de a little writing, but it was too noisy so I got dressed and
went over to arie's. I don't know why I feel so funny and think about the situse
tlon. Perhaps I am a little disappointed in Bette because I expected much more of
here I have always wanted her to ge on to sollege, but I oan see that relosation
camps are going to make her lose interest. Nere she has so many soeial functions
to compete with that she is lo@ing interest entirely in schoolings Although she
would be the last to admit it., The environmental ciroumstances jusﬁpakns it that
ways FHettex has a great intelligence and she would regret it later if she did not
do something with it starting now. The amount of her presem: reading is limited
to funny books and movie magazines, a great comedown from the sort of books she
read before evacuation. An overemphasis on dancing is not going to'makn her a

well rounded person in the long run,
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Mrs., Iwanaga told me this morning that a man came from the diet kitochen and
asked her all about our family. They object to Alice getting in the workers' line
at the diet kitohen end wanted to kmow if anyone else was available. But the Japa-
nese way is not to ocome to you directly, but to some friend or neighbor. Mrs. I
told him that Pop could not walk up there by himself so they will continue to give
his food to Alice to bring down. They are doing the same thing to all those that
are in the workers' line-- asking the neighbors.

Leland says that one of the reasons why the extravaganza last night was not so
sucoessful was because Green censored a lot of the material at the last moment., Tt
was aimed at administrative faults and he said that it was not construotive enough.

Deki and Nag@ko ocame down today from Saocto where they are working in the WCCA
office. Deki stayed to talk with her parents while Fred H. and I walked Nao all
around camp on a tour of inspection. Wao is definitely set arainst coming into a
oamp permanently, says that she is able to adjust herself to the outside., Fred
claims that he and most of the people were happy here because of the soecial func-
tions and internal setup. "e jumped him for this and said that things like the
NSGW should disturb him once in a while and he ocannot close his eyes to it and just
look at the physieal setup in camp, Fred says that things will come out in the end
and that people will do the right thing when the time comes. We labeled this "Y"
idealism and sald that realities must be faced. Nao has had some irritatingz exper-
iences on the outside. She was refused a room in a Sacto hotel because she was a
Japs Another girl was pioked up by the police and questioned. She says that the
Caucasian people at Marysville treated her the best. Freddie wants to get married
and he proposes to everyone he lmows., One of these days he will really mean it,
and they won't believe him,

I was talking to the postman this afternoon and he says that our family gets
the most mail from the outside on his route. A lot of the residents don't kmow any-
body on the outside and haven't received a single letter yet., Himeko says that our
family gets about the rmost visitors also. A lot of the J don't even have a single

oontact on the outside so thay have more or less drifted back into their restricted
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gpheres with ease.

T was sitting in the tollet today when an old Issei came in, He took some
tissue paper and sorubbed and serubbed the seat for about three minutes. Then he
earefully laild some more paper on it, This done, he thenm took down his pants and
sat on the toilet next to the one he had cleaned! What an absentminded person. I
looked funny at him and he suddenly discovered his error and blushed like anything.
With a silly grin, he said, "That a dumbbell I am ne?"

I talked to 7 girls up in the grandstgnd about the post war outlook for the
Nisei, They were all disillusioned, excppt Helen Fansaki., They made a lot of puns
about what a joke Americans were. They did not know whether they would be welcomed
back into-a normal commitiee. They thought that they would be ignored and so would
be "men without & country." They figured that a job was the largest single ques-
tion, They saw no reason for professing loyalty because "we have no rights anyway."
None of them mentioned Japan as a solution. "We will have a hard time getting back
into Ameriocan soclety." Those girls were around 18 years of age and working as file
elerks in the Master Index project. They are the loud "popular" type always hang=
ing around the grandstand to attract the boys. Kisa was one of those popular drum
ma jorettes leading a scout band in S.F. before evacuation, but she has driftted in
with some of the "rowdy" groups. They make a lot of noise at dances and formx a
definite olique. There are a great many boys than girls in this buneh so that they
sort of limit the girl to their group. The other fellows gradually leave them
alone and if the rowdy group cast her aside, ghe is totally isoltated from any group.

T. is a former truckdriver from S,F, Iis father is a Busshist preacher. T
suddenly went wild about a year ago and was always getting drunk. He graduated
from H.,S. and has been working for Japanese Co. for very small wages (average $60).
He doesn't go to church or belong to any social organizations so that his soecial
contacts have been restricted. At Tauforan he has drifted in with his former group.
T 4s a nice fellow, but very limited in possibilities. He is very disillusioned
about life in general and doesn't think there will be a place for us in America
after the war.
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J. 42 ebout 23, CShe used to be one of the popular girls, but has gradually
drifted out of cireulation. She sleeps in one of the infield barracks with four
boys of the group. She has been emancipated from the Japanese traditions and fam-
11y hold, She is American, altho inelined not to ever talk abeut anything serious.
They sit eround in the room and are very bored with it all. Once in a while, a
Caucasian member of the group smuggles in a bobttle of liquor and they have a partys
J. had an affair with another member of the group, but he is in another camp. She
ecarries the toreh for him now, The Nisei, being so conservative, gossip about it
and are very catty.

6. s about 23, She was one of the most popular of the Nisei girls (socially)
in S.F,, starting from the age of 18, G5he worked in a home, The popularity lasted
% years and she gradually drifted in with the groupe Her mother was a beer hall
waitress., She moved over to Oakland to work in a Japanese laundry and mixed in
with the noisier boys over there for a year. Gradually she dropped out of circu=
lation end here she is limiting herself to this groupe She is very pleasant, very
frank, One cammot help but liking her. DBut she was too far advanced for the
Japanese community. They think she has & bad reputation. She doesn't smoke, but
used to drink a little to be a good sport.

T. is one of the noislest of the group. He dresses in sharp Negro styles
He 1s an accomplished jitterbug (learning from his Vegro friends at the Club Ala-
bam); and he is begimning to talk like them. He used to put on a very nolsy
demonstration when he got drunk., About 22 years old. His father wrote a book
and peddled it up and down the state. They leased a hotel and catered to the Ne-
gro trade, There were some Negro prostitutes operating from there and the poliee
uged to raid 1t oftens T. got out of J.C., He was a boxer on the team and wen
many medals., Taking a hotel management course, he could only get jobs as second
eook after he finished, He never mixed much with the other Japanese, and was re-
gented for that reasom. Perheps he snecred down on them too mach, Fundamentally

he has a deep seated inferiority complex because of his lack of height and often
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gets broody. He is tending to speak with contempt of the "whites.," He got a lot

of these attitudes from the Negroes, that was why he drifted in with them in the

first place, Fe teaches hoxing here,

G.S. is snother member, He was born in Japan but came here when he was 3.

Fe thinks and acts Americen, Talented with a vedice, he had a job es a V.C, and
ginger in several Chinese night clubs, Before that he worked in e leundry, ¥He
used to come over with e gang ef boys in their "souped up" ears and get drunk and
eut up at the denses., Once the vmole bunch of them even raped a girl, 'tis rumored.
After the dance they would "stert on the rounds." Driving domm to Chinatown at
break neek speed, the gang woudd visit all the various houses of prostitution.

The procedure would alweys be the same, They would all pile into a room and play
the juke box while the Madam went after the girls. When they came in clad in silk
ghorts and blouses, they would make coarse jokes and feel around., If they were
flush they would po to the room, Rut if they had no meney, &s was usually the
ease after a nirht of drinking, they would get vicarious pleasure and move from
house to house, Sometimes, they would gef in a fight with the "Chinks," It gave
them great pleasure to go roaring up Grant Ave,. and make insulting remarks, Ocea-
sionally there would be a gang fight with an equally tough "Chinese" group. G.S.
wag investigated recently by the intermal police for making the remark "Girls are
easy to get here, T kmow of five and need two more-- then I will have one for
every night," The "Niee" girls don't talk te him, He is very witty.

Mi is the newest additiom, Appavently she has forgotten about her "Menuel"
from Mexice. I took her to the first dance, She still "hates the Japs" because
they are so small minded.

There are sbout five others in this group and they act and think the seme. The
outside world holds 1ittle concern for them. They are happy (in e limited way) with
their dances and socials. Nome of them went beyond H,S., except M and Te They den't
gee much future for the NWigei and believe that they should have fum while they can.

Spent the evening talking with Marie, Mas Wakai, Rob Iki, Mine Okubo, Jimmy,
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Taro, Ann and Miteh. I was going to take Marie to the dance-- what a guy after dis-
couraging Bette and E.-- but she wasn't dressed and I was tired anyway so we decided
to just gab.

Marie, Mas and Bob are going to disouss the role of religion in the relocation
centers and they got together to plam their talks for the Town Hall meeting. After-
wards we got into a general bull session and talked about camp doings.

Bob was telling me about the polities of his precinct in the Council elections.
Bob was working as a draftsman in the shipyards before coming here and he also worked
in the WPA as a publicity director and did reecreation work with the Oakland Dept.

He was very active in the YD's. Hoko Ikeda, an old time socialist who was run out
of Japan, was his campaign manager. Few YD's lived in his precinot as they were
all in Ernie's area.

Tosh Suguki was supposed to be his strongest opponent. He is a Cal grad in
engineering. After graduation he could not get a job so slung hash in restaurants
and did other work of this sort. He finally got a job as a minor elerk in Tokyo at
90 ven a month. He was not satisfied with this so he came back and was working as
a Grant Ave., salesman up to the tire of evacuation. He appealed to the Christian
and Igsei-Tibei group. He was one of the house managers and a member of the tem-
porary council so got to be known in his precinect,

The political boss of the district-- Wehara-- backed Bob at first, Hut rumors
got to him about Bob being a communist and a member of the YD's, ete. So he got
Yakmizo to run. Yakomiza is a conservative laundry owner in Oakland and member of
the JACL, Wehara is one of the wealthiest Japanese in the U.,S. He made his money
in gold mining and more recently in Japanese bonds and stocks. He was the fimancial
backer of the Oakland JACL and also contributed heavily to the S.F. chapter, Wehara
had a friend of his work for Kido, the Nat'l president and this friend's sister was
Kido's wife. Kido never did make much in the law business. Wehara contributed

1000 to the Red Cross af'ter war broke out, but was arrested on suspicion a few days

later (because of his Japanese stocks), but was released on probation. Bob says he
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never comes out in the open, but eats his meals in his own room because he has "lost
face."

Frank Yamasaki was the fourth candidate, a very dark horse. le lived in Pale
Alto for a while, moved to San Jose where he went to college-- commerce-- and was
quite a baseball player with the Asahie, He was a member of the JACL but never very
active, In S.F. he worked as a produce worker Z years and as a Grant Ave. salesman
for 4 years, He married one of the Kitana sisters who owned a hotel in Chinatown,
and went into hotel work. He was manager of a 3rd rate hotel in Webster St. Howe
ever, he was baocked solidly by the people whom he had known in San Jose, Palo Alto,
eto, on the basis of his sports activity. He belonged to no sther clubs., He was a
Buddhist-- not active,

At eleotion time there was a mad soramble for the Issei-Kibei votes (Suzuki),

Yamasaki -

Yakomizo split Oakleénd voted with Tki so that when it was over ¥smkamizs won over
Suguki with 237 to 236 votes; Yakomizo 177, Iki 151. Thus, many elements entered:
church, former locatiovm, reputation, personal gripes, ete. Bob is now planning to
run for the Congress. There will be 8 rep from his distriot and most of the compe-
tition will come from the house managers, most of whom plan to rum, Since they have
passed out soap and are known more or less, they have a greater chance of winning.
The age limit of 23 will make the number of eligible candidates very small, Only
a few women will be nominated. The Issel are out of the pieture, but they can nom-
inate their Nisel candidatess This is sort of an empty satisfaction for them,

Mine Okubo was at Ann's also. She 1s also a very interesting personality. She
looks a little tough and haggard, but everyone likes her. Her personality is that
of an artist, which she iss A low almost masculine voice is ome of the things most

noticeable about her, with a southern or foreign accent. She graduated from U.C.

in 1935 and won art scholarships which took her abroad to Belgium, Franece and Italy.

She also worked with Diego Rivera at the Fair., Since she has been here, she has
made a number of sketches of the place. She also teaches the childrem in our art

school, In her meighborhood she is known as a "character" because of her anties.
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An Tssel tried to fix her up with a marrisge and she told him that his nose was toe
big for his face. She isn't religious but she says that she believes in something
epiritual, Tt is refreshing to meet a person like her., She is so differemt from
the average run of Nisei women and girls. And she doesn't brag about her accom-
plishments. She had all sorts of things to tell about people she had known and
places she had seen, but she did it in a matter of fact way and did not sneer dowm

on those of us who have been limited in travelings We listened to the 6 songs of

demooracy records and talked about furny experiences in the wash room and toilets.

They have been all sorts of names to their neighbors: "vacuum cleaner" because he

eats so fast, "frog" because he grinds his teeth at night, etc.

Fuly 19, 1942 Sunday 11:30

There were the usual number of visitors today. It looked like more because of
the 2000 residents who went up to the H.S. to observe the Bon Odori festivals. Tt
is a Puddhist religious dance. It was very dry., Most of the crowd were Igsei, al-
tho many Nisei were also present. A lot of them are from the country where they
went in more strongly for this festival. The dance, as Alex tells me, originated
in India. They did not wear kimonos, thank God. The Rev spoke in English and said
& lot of empty words ahbout Demoorasy which was superficial,

One of the noticeable things about the visitors is the number of mixed mare
riages, many of them Filipinos. It is rather pitiful to see them., The little ohile
dren and babies are unaware that there is anything wrong. I went around asking the
question: "What do you think will be the greatest problem facing the world in post
war Ameriea?" The surprising part was that so many had given it no thought, 19,
and about half were college students. They just didn't want to think sbout it.

Some thought that it was hopeless. Most of the people T asked had something to offer
and the general opinion was that there was hope and that the Nisei would meet the
test. One person thought that the psychological problem was the largest and that
all the rest would stem from it. The majority were of the opinion that getting a

job was the basic problem. One believed that the Nisei whuuld go back to their old
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Japanese towns and piock up from there, while the rest favored a scattering of the
group, Several feared that the isolation of the resettlement camps would make the

ad justment back into the normal 1life & most difficult taske. Acoceptance into the X
American society was another big worry. They felt that the Nisel never had been come-
pletely accepted and 1t would be that much more difficult if we were taken mway from
the main steeam of life for several years. Two believed that ocooperatives were the
only answer to the problem and advocated that they go to the Middle West and join
the Cauocasian cooperatives. Mrs. Chigu Xitow, a nurse, was most worried for her 8-

year old ochild, "I want my boy to be accepted just like any American., He has a

right to 1t end finding a niche 11}msr1aa for the young will be our greatest post

war problom; One boy got angry whem he thought about it and said that the whole thing
was g0 unfair, He did not see how we could keep up the hopes of the Nisei in the
Ameriocan way of life in the face of the great injustice done by the evacuation. He
told me of the deaf and dumb Nisei who came in about a month ago. He was working in
2 restaurant and did not register because they did not understand him at the WCCA
office, Two armed men g?lbbed him and he was sent here without extra clothing or
any belongings. Jimmy Hirano has a deaf and dumb boy on the outside, so when he
heard of this oé} he took the young man in. He was the only ome in camp that could
talk the sign language with this young man., He got eclothing and other needs for him,
I saw him in the grandstands today talking in sign language to one of his Caucasian
friends,

A Filipino soldier drafted into the army and leaving soon-- destination unknown--
was saying goodbye to his wife and shild here. I wonder what her feelings were., She
oried copiously when the final moment to part ocame.

So many rumors are going around about when Tanforam will be eleared that I de-
oilded to start one of my own. I told a couple of the felldws that I had confidential
information that 1000 of the ablest and youngest Nisel were going to be drafted by
the army and sent to Alaska to build a rosd as a defense measure against Jap raids.

By early evening I heard the rumor again, only this time the story had grown to a
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road made from Mexico to Alaska and all the Japs in the U.S. were going to be put te
work making it.

Our paper staff had our party tonight. Members of the staff had to put in
40 cents apiece for Angelo to make the p;rohlsel of cold meats. About 30 were pre-
sent and we had fun playing games, ping pong, and daneing the Conga, tango and
learning to jitterbug. I invited Alice, Bette, Fmike, Jack and Marie. There was
one more girl than boys so that we made them do all of the tagging.

Mom doesn't seem to be getting any better. She ean hardly walk and so spends
most of her time in bed. Her legz pains her very much. Pop gave her a massage today
with his machine, but i8 did not do much good.

Jack went to the Catholie church with Edward and Miyako was kind of mad because
he went and wouldn't allow her to go. Bette was rather quiet today., I was going
to talk to her, but decided to let it pass. Fmiko brought Al Kimoto home and he
almost had Fop convinoced with some of his rumors that we were going to stay here
indefinitelye. Alice had to step in and tell him that this was due to the fast that

supplies from the other olosed cemps were being sent in here.

July 20, 1942 Monday

I was talking to Emie I this morning before the Council meeting and he said that
there has been sonsiderable conflict over power between the house managers and the
Couneil, The Council is getting into the swing of things now and assuming their
functions, but the house managers don't wish to give up their powers. This group
has a strong esprit de corps because the burden of all camp problems fell on them
after we entered the place. They were burnt up because they thought that the Couneil
was teking eredit for what they were doing. The menagers féel that they are indis-
pensable to the people and resent the fact that they should step down now and agsume
their house managers functions solely. "Cap" Spears as head of the housing group
does not want his "boys" to be pushed aside and he has been pushing them on the Coun-
cif by suggesting that they could handle many of the matters brought to the Council's

attention.
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Fven now Spears tells his house managers the latest orders from the administrae
tion before the Council even knows about it., Since he sits in with both groups he
has tended to act as more than an adviser to both.groups. Since Toby was formerly
the chagrman of the house managers, he thinks that Spears is a great fellow. Ernie
and Fosakura, however, object to Spears butting in, Somotim‘zazgay bring up a busi-
negss matter beflore the table, Spears butts in and says he will handle it. They
haven't been able to meet with Davis once in the past 10 days. Ernie believes that
this whole matter will have to be strairhtened out before the Assembly is elected.
Preainet 2 is already organized. The nucleus of the YD's have gotten together teo
nominate 7 names for Assemblymen and then attempt to close the mominations, If they
oan't do this, they will nominate a whole list of names to stuff the ballot, thus
splitting up the votes. Miteh figures that 100 votes will carry the elestion. There
has not been any aotivity in the other precincts unless the house managers have been
oampaigning for themselves on the q.t.

The Assembly will be a useless body unless a strong and fearless chairmen is
seleoted, They won't be on the payroll and many Nisei just won't be interested in
getting in it, except for prestige value. According to the COnatitution‘thoy actually
have more power than the Counocil if they organize strongly and get good Nisei into
office, A further eclarification among the Assembly, Hse, Mgrs., and Council is also
necegsary, It will be a battle royal, probably ending up with the whole bunch being
"of'fioe boye" for the administration, This idea of running to the a'ministration for
permigsion to do anything makes them ridioulous and a lot of schoolboys.

Fmiko went to the dentist to get khkm her tooth fixed again so I told her to
get the hospital to call fa Yom with the ambulance. Pop sponged her off a bit and
Rette pot her ready., Pop insisted that he had to go alongz to see that she was taken
oare of properly so he got all shaved and dressed. However, the hospital could not
take her today so Dr, Fujita came down, and tomorrow afternoon for sure the ambulance
will ocome, Mom was walking a little today but she is very weak and cammot straighten up.

Jack was asking Patsy today about why they had to stay in church so long and a
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few technical questions but she was so interested in discussing a boy that she brushed
him off, Jack in mock anger said: "Aren't you interested in telling me about your
church? Anyone that don't have enough interest is a hypoerite and not worth a deamm,"
Patsy looked up with a hurt expression in her eye. She didn't say a word., After a
moment of silemce she got up and went next door and eried half the afternoon, Patsy
is a very sensitive young girl. This 1s the second time this has happened. After
dinner, Pmiko. Dette and Pat were standing'out in front talking to about five boys

and T went out. Because I didn't say hello she now feel that I am not talking to

her elther, These silly adolescent gals!

Alice also got in a serap today., The diet kitohen refused to let her have a
ticket for the worker's line because "we investigated your district and find that
your 16 year old sister can come and wait in the non worker's line." Alice explained
that Bette was in school until 12:00 and 1if she had to wait in line it would be 12:40
before she got home and that we ate in the first shift, She told them off for being
80 snoopy and asking our neighbors instead of coming to us direotly. The two Issei
men who are in charge of the line are puffed up with the importance of their insige
nificant jobs end they want people to realize that they have power, Tho.girll at
the counter will serve Alice regardless but she didn't like the way they were pushe
ing all of the people around in the diet kitchen.

Alice, Emiko and Bette have been having conflicts over sharing the work such
as getting Pop's food, doing laundry, doing the housework, ironing ete. So Jack
and T drew up a set of suggestions for them aseigning definite duties and days,

Jack and I will do the rougbr laundry and all of the other housework was divided up
among the three. Tom was given the job of emptyingz the garbage and making his bed}
Myako 1s to hang up her clothes and put her toys awaye. For the past week, Bette

and Fmiko have soft of left everyting to Alice because of their other pursuits,

They were a little hurt when we told them about it because they took it as a personal
matter, and we were implying that they were lazy. FEmiko got over it in a couple of

hours, but Bette went to bed feeling badly., They will prebably do everything for
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the next few days at least. We tacked the rules up as a sort of reminder.

I went to folk daneing up at the grandstand. There were about twice as many
girls there as fellows and we had a lot of fun jumping around. Jack was there whth
another girl. Afterwards, we came home and started to make some chocolate when
another girl's mother came over looking for her daughter. She was worried because
June had not come home yet. What a casanova., He says he is doing it as a political
oampaign to win votes for the Assembly. It's not much use for me to run now because
of the uncertainty of leaving,

After the test, Haock orammed Tom with a lot of historical data for the test
tomorrow, Question: "What is the Mayflower compact?" Tom: "Isn't that some kind
of a girl's powder?"

In the infield there are a lot of softball games going on and usually many
rooters for both sides. But for the Kibei teams there is never a single rooter
around, They play a good brand of ball and use English of a sort im playing, but
I have yet to see any spectators standing around to root for them. The Kibei are
still kept out of things because of language handicaps and the Hisei just don't
mix with them.

Many Issel play on the new golf course which was opened yesterday. At the
far end of the upper infield there is a horseshoe pitching space. The poor ducks
in the lake ocertainly have to face a lot of added hazards. Even the number of saile
boats has inoreased greatly.

There is a halfwit who also has some sort of gland trouble and is fat in an
unhealthy ways The poor fellow just sits in his doorway all day long. He tries to
be friendly but when he approashes anybody, they run away because they are afraid
of him, The poor fellow just sits there and sort of stares at mothing in general.
There is nothing around the place to keep him busy.

Tent to see the new police ohief today and he appears to be a nice fellow,
White worked for 2 years as a detective on the L.A, police forece and went into re-

tirement in 1940. He traveled about 40,000 miles around the U,S, in his trailer,
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but went back to work after Deo. 7. He was made the chief at the Tulare center and
evidently they liked him down there because the Nigel force gave him an engraved
gold wateh as gift when he left. The thing must have cost around $100. White has
two grandchildren. We should be able to get along with him ok. Aoting Chief Davies
was sent to Santa Anita to be the ass't chief.

"hite olarified Davies last order about no eard playing in barracks. FMe said
that any sort of a card game was permissible as long as there was no gambling for
money. e also sald that Fortune mags were not taken up. The police only wanted

to look at them.

L]

Wrote the women's columm for Lillian today and police story and your opinion.

Gave Jimmy leads on an editorial regarding absentee voting. 7ill write it myself
if not pressed. Taro gave Bill hell for being so non-cooperative. Bill considers
himself a biz shot of the rec dept and hardly ever comes around., He doesn't even

help us staple the paper,

July 21, 1942 Tuesday 12:30

Tt seems that my week will be very full., Sunday night- party; DNonday- folk
danoingj tonisht- precinet meeting for nomination of congressmen; Wednesday- Town
¥all; Thursday- lecturej Friday- invited to party held by the file clerk girls
or work on paperj Saturdaye deneejy Sunday- invited to party. And yet the sooial
aotivities are meaningless-- they seem so wmreal, But it is so diffiocult to read.
Somehow, it sesms that nothing matters any more except the war and the future., I
¥now T am disturbed, On top of that I resent this unreal environmment and the people
who look like they mocept it. I also kmow that adjustments would be more difficult
on the outgide., I'm trying to escape reality at the same time I face it. It don't
make sensa, Cometimes T get such an awful empty feelingj my nerves are so jangled.
Taveg of resentment come over me at the funniest times, Outwardly, I try to pass
off as adjusted to thie eetup, but things happen or I read something which brings

alrost a violent reaction. The psycholorists would eall it frustration, I suppose.
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The only stabilizing thing in this whole mess is the family. I am afraid that I
would go to pleces except for them, in spite of arguments. Other people I have
talked to say the same thinge. It may be due to an unoconscious feeling of loss so
we oluteh on to what we do have. Fear for the future?

Yet I don't honestly say that I am unhappy herej buk here is only a short time.
We still have a long future. My self confidence has taken a jolt. I'm not really
doing what I had hoped to dos And the Japanese language looms up as an inescapable
obstacle, Will it always be my Waterloco? Every time some Issei addresses me with
the lingo, I feel like a damn foreigner. It should be the other way round, but that
is intolerance, Friends from the outside say that I wil% be of great use to the
Mised, but I sometimes doudbt thats The thing I want to do-- Americanization of the
group-- is not going fast enoughe. I get so impatient, Then I have to satch myself
or else assume F smug feeling of superiority over those "Japs," But pointing the
finger of socorn 1s not the answer., I think I see the road slear ahead of mej then
doubts about the Caucasian Ameriean good faith emters. In short, I am a very con-
fused young man,

Gvents of the past few days may have something to do with thate. They sent a
oar down for Mom today. Bette was home to go up with the cars CGoro Suzuki and
Riock Momii oame up to the door, but they had no stretcher, liom insisted that she
sould walk to the ear, The ride up to the hospital was bumpy, Mom did not say any-
thing about the severe pain in the region of her stomach, She tried to walk to the
medical room, but collapsed.

Rette waited around outside for the news. She thought it was a routine checkup.
Drs. Fujita and Togosaki came out. "Your mother had better not travel," they said,
"ghe 1s weak from the loss of blood and her blood pressure is extremely low. It is
caused by fibroids of the uterus.," "What's that?" asked Bette. They then told her
that Vom had tumors, Just the thing we had feared, Mom has to go to the Sam Mateo
hospital for a further oheok, but there is not muoh doubt. We can only hope that
it is not serious, CGoing to Gila is out until Vom gets better. Dr. says that she

may have another hemorrhage if she travels nowe.
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Pop was hit pretty hard. He kept saying that the dootors were wrong. Tt was
Just an ordinary siokness indieating a change of life, he kept saying, trying to make
his wishes come true, He didn't eat dimmer tonight, He sat around on the edge of
the bed, He looked so forlorn that Bette went in and put her arms around his neck.
Mom even tried to somfort him., Bette told him that he should not werry so much be-
oause he would get gray hairs (the only hair he has left is white), Pop asked me
what about Gila., I said that I would contact Thomas tomorrow, This will also put
her in a fix, but gshe is human and will understand.

linor problem of the day was the girls againes Emiko and Alice had a difference
of opinion aout Pop's dlet, Alloe said that she would get it todej in order to
straighten out the trouble about getting into the workers' line. She got a special
permit ffom Mr, Cooper. So at 4155 she told Fmiko to get the food because it was
her turn according te the new schedule, Fmiko got real mad because Alice said that
she woeuld get 1t and then shoved it on her at the last moment, She stalked off
to the diet kitohens I happened to see her flash by so yelled, She turned and
twisted her ankle a bit on a rocke I laughed and this made her madder yet. So I
went over with her but she wouldn't talk, Che was furious, Alice came in to see
if they would still give Fop the food without a ticket for the ether line, Che was
worrled that I was going to tell the two gelf appointed officious Japs off for be-
ing so dietatorial, but it wasn't necessary. Emiko stalked home alone and grabbed
her dish and continued on to the messhall. She sat down and slapped her plate of
fish (ugh) on the table. _Botte then told her the news about lom so that she wasn't
mad anymore. [ut she fogot te do the dishes beocause she was out in front talking
to five boys. After 21ice pot the hot water, she came in and helped, GShe invited
the boys to come over and play records, All five came, Hack and I went to the

meetinges ''hem I came in they were dancing. I made the remark that this was not a

‘ ‘danoing academy and went into the other rooms. Pop told me to give her hell for

making noise when Vom was sick, I told him to do it because she would explode. Seo

he told her not to dance af'ter the boys had left. Emike choked up with tears of
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anger and hurt saying, "I can't go out and you won't let my friends come here, what
do you want mes to do anyway?" Then she ran out in a great temper. Then she walked
around the track, went to the movies, walked around the traeck with Tom and Fey and
then ecame home, She wasn't mad anymore and apologized.

Fmiko has a sort of porsecution complex also. She taikes things so personally
as if people want to plek on her. She fails to realize that much of 1t is her fault.,
The point tonight was that she shouldn't have danced and made noise just efter heare
ing of lom's conditions I talked to her until 12 o'clock and we got clear on a lot
of thingse “miko says she can't help getting mad, A lot of it is cover up for her
feelings being hurt, especially references to her plumpness, She is also worried
about the boy situation. ©She feels that she is not meeting enough of them because
she works all day. ©She tried to ploture herself as a "sad" case: one weak eye, bad
teeth, bites her nails, twitohes her feet, hands feel stioky, nervous, ete, I think
she was just feeling sorry for herself, She is very attractive and has an unusual
personality., As she is only 17 she fails to realize that this is a problem common
to most Wisei girlse. There are few fellows in her age level and many of them are in
the army, And times are abnormal now so that soeial funetions are no longer of the
greatest importance, We are not living in e normal environmment. The administration
may also clamp down on social activities because there are so many of them poing on.
Orders for a ten o'cloek curfew has been received but the new oshief, White, is not
going to enforce it unless necessary., Imiko has adolescent worries that she will
not be asked to dances anymore if she turns a boy down, as the story will get around
that she can't go out, T can see that gshe has some valid points and T certainly
would not like to elamp down on her, She gets around a lot and much of her role of
martye is exaggerated,

Bette and T had & lomz talk earlier in the evening and we called a truce to our
feud-- on her part shiefly. I was not aware that she was feeling badly., I explained
that environmental conditioms had a lot to do with her lack of interest in studies

and ocurrent pursuit of boys but that she had nothing to worry about, Bette wants to
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go on to ocollege. Emiko wants to stay in eamp end take care of Mom and Pop im oase
Aliee leaves., Emiko doesn't want a eareer, only to be happily married. I agreed
with that, but I said that she should be doing something positive in the intervening
period in order ndt to beocome stagnant. Emiko calls the diet kitchen workers the
Dies cormmittee bedause they snoop around so muche She went to sleep in a good mood.

blores came to see Jask today. She sneaked down to our barracks. The inter-
jor police is wise to her and one of these days the visiting privilege will be taken
away from her. She ean't £1irt with the Army. The number of visitors is not so
heavy these days although we have had 3394 in the past three weeks.

Counoil eame in this morning to ask s to write an editorial on the ecoming
samp elections urging the Nigei to vote. Mowever, §Taro said that we plamned to
run something on the absentee votingnand why should the Nisei taken eontinued interest
in state and national polities. After they left Taro and I got talking about the

polioy of the paper. Taro is fed up with the camp politics and doesn't eonsider them

importent smymore, He wants to do more om his resemmeh and get eaught up. I told
him thet he was in a position to get a lot of honest opinions from the Iuai, but
that he would never get them as the editor of the paper. My position as far as the
problem was oonoerned was that we should lay most of t he stress on the Niset sinoe
the future wag for us amd anything we could would necessarily benefit the Igsei,

Taro believ es that the Igsei should be worked upon but that this eould never be done
until democrecy was explained to them more. He feels that they still are a strong
force and under the present oireumstances they can influemce the Nise! unduly. Taro

even thought that 80% of the Nisei did not give a damm sbout the future or mnever

even thouyht of it, :ﬁa felt that the Nigel would fall into the groove with their

sooianls and parties and foroe the outside world from their minds. Therefore, the

beginning should be made with the Issei to eounteract their ififluence. I eould not
quite see this point. I oonceded that the Issei were mot entérely hopeless but they
already kmew a little about demooracy im their former living and that this upholding

of Japan was an esocape for them to salve their fruetration.
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Taro seys he doesn't give a damm about the paper because it is so limited
and ocould not hayve any walue as social documentation. I suggested that we were not
putting out our limited paper for social dooumentation but es a service with an eye
%o raising morale. I also thought that it would give some pioture of the Nigel to the
outegiders that happened to get a hold of the paper. That's why wh have been stress-
ing such things eas V for Vietory items and Americanizgtion whenever possible., Taro
has been wise in not waving the flag unduly. Even our feastures 1like education are
importent. Some of the recreation and sports people have been complaining about
publicity. They want to go to WRA denters intact and therefore advertise their swedl
organizations. Bob Iki, Tad Hiroda and K Obate are the chief ones on this phase.

Bob thinks he 1s going up to Tule end have a free hand to organize up there. There

has been confliot between he and Fred Roba. Other center papers play up sports and

news and few have features like we do., The eredit largely belongs to Taro and Bob,.
In faot, all of us are agreed on this point with the possible exception of Bill, He
wants two pages for his sportz. I wanted to go see Davis about increasing to 12
pages but Taro seald no. We still have no equipment and Taro has to do all the head
outting himself., He even does a lot of the art work now because Emiko has been busy
in the mimeograph department. Ernie 1s going to see Davis about the increase in
staff today or tomorrow. Next week, Bob is going to take a rest and Taro the follow=-
ing week. He won't let me off "beoause you can't since you've got the newspaperman's
fever now," I don't know gbout that., I don't care much about writing--never have--
because I feel inadequate in expressing myself intelligently, Jimmy and I will have
a lot of fun if they take the week off. We will cut down sports, church and rec eve.n
more. If we had the time we would organize a literary supplement. Taro wants me to
get way ahead on material in case I leave suddenly. They are trying to make me
change my mind by telling me about roastin',toastin' and Foston}

This morning we were all in the grandstand listening to the corny H,S.
rally. One the outside even a Jr. Hi school bunch could do better them that. Sudde n-

ly the siren went off for this first time this month so Jim and I ran up towards the
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gemoke like a couple of excited schoolboys, followed by the whole H.S. bunch. We were
joined by the house managers who left their meeting to see the fire. It was a false
alarm. Some grease caught fire in messhall 13 and it was smoking energetically. So
we sterted a rumor that the toast was burntl Afterwards, I dropped into the H. man-
agers' meeting. Evidently they were in the midst of a hot discussion. Toby of the
Counoil was asking for recommendation ahdut card playing and some of the H.M. were
actually trying to make a law out of it saying that no poker or haua would be allowed}
T nudged Vernmon and told him that they were overséepping their bounds so that he got
up and seid thatsuoh matters were out of thetr jurisdiction. Some of the H.M. real-
jzed thsat they eould not make any ruling on this. Others wanted the Tosdlizer to sav
oard oames were permissable, provided that there was no gambling . II told them that
Taro would probably write an editorial on it if I gave him the details and it would
be an appeal rather than an edict. The oconflioct between the two groups 1is going to
come to a head soon, unless H.M, get into the Congress in e body. Ernie agd Vermon
are against them, Toby for theg more. The hs. mgrs. even requests the counoilmen

to sit/iz their long rambling meetings to find out what was going on ground camp.
The functions of the two groups is not olarified. Going thru the minutes of the H.M
and the Counoil ( Ernie let me look et his) I found that they were covéring the same
material, such as gambling, police regulations, shoe repairs, ecanteen problem of sup-
plies, barber shop, case of the 18 year old girl beaten up by her father for going
out, eto. In other words, the hse. mgrs. feel that they are too #mportent to give up
their fumotions of oampwide matters. Vie gives me a lot of announcements to include
in the H,M, section of the paper relating to the police regulations eand the Couneil
@oes the same, So I just put them in the police dep't sbéry; restrict the hse mgrs.
to their physicial activities, and play up the council on the campwide matters. This

I suppose may be called a sort of apper policy.

The police dep't says there is no erime every time I go in for the paper,

yet I stumbdd across the gamboing and case of girl being beaten mess in the minutes of
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the Counocil, Things must certainly appear rosy according to the paper. I heard a
rumor that 300 people would be coming ih from Aamy zone 2, The house mansgers had
been requested to see if they could move more families together. So Bob got exocited
for the first time in weeks] They want him and his wife to move in with another
oouple., I oouldn't pet confirmation of the story from the administration so Bob
wrote it up as an aotual story protesting against it from the sanitary and health
approach., He knows it will be censored but feels that the administration will get
the hint,

Gunder wouldn't give me the information about the total number applying for
repatriation to Japan on the next Red Cross boat, but the boy at the door who watohes
the line said that over 100 had applied. The Tanfo Tot. will not even mention re-
patristion--part of our policy to play down the Japaenesy part--bad for morale of
the Nisei.

Notice that a ocertain Migs Endo is going to bring suit mgAdnst being moved to
WRA ocenters against her will, What the hell good will that do, is the commend I
heard from about 10 people. Theysay thet even if she wins they are not going to
rlease the 80,000 Japanese wmyway.
Shojo wants me to be guest lecturer for one of his social science classes i
HeSe one of these days. I told him that I would try to develop a subject and let
him know,

Jimmy Horano told me that he was giving up the talent show for the 8Gth be-

oause the oomplaints he received about Town Hgll, .Lﬂ-o says that he was oensored by

the people for not taking the matter of marriage seriously enough. They told him

that some Nisei were actually contemplating marriage but that what He and I had to

say had influenced them unfavorably. This makes me glaugh. We haven't had a marria ge
in this camp yet and it certainly is not the fault of chance remarks against marriage
that are stopping them. The problem is much deeper than that. “he Nisei don't want
to take a ohance on the future yet. Jimmy says that he gave up the talent show
because he felt thet he should keep out of the oimelight for a while, He tells me
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that there is a move to squash activities around here because too many social acti-
vities are tempting the Nisei. The Issei are even asking for a curfew! Maybe they
feel they can control the young more this way. The Issei are used to bureaucraey

80 that's why they take everything here, I guess.

July 22, 1942 Tednesday 12:00

The nominations for Congress meeting last night was a fapoce. Toby chaired the
meeting for our preeinct. Fred Y was going to nominate me but I told him before the
meeting started that I did not care to run since I did not know how long I woilld be
here. There were only 23 people present, We must have at least 350 eligible Nisel
voters in our area, Jimmy Horano and Inouye were the only Issel present. They are
a part of the Toby Ogawa organization-- and house managers. All eight house mana-
gers were present and all eight were nominated, except Fred who is not quite 23 yet,
and therefore ineligible. The 23 people nominated 19 to runl No nomination speeches
were given. e will have 6 representatives on the basis of 1 rep to 200 residents
(pope 1272). The other precincts are:

#2.-.1404 pop--T rep.

#3--1676 " -8 "

#4--1287 " --6 "

/6--2162 " --11 "
Total --7801 --38

The Issei were allowed to nominate but this is an empty honor and I don't blame
them for not showing up. I don't think that the turm out will be very large for the
eleotions.

Jaok was nominated by one of the house managers. Jack nominated Tom Hishiyama,
Yoshio Katayama (a oandidate for the council, but not such a bad guy after all,
although conceited as hell) and Fred Yamashito. Then the hse. mgrs. took turns
nominating each other, After the nominations were closed, Yoshio Katayama declined
because he thought he was doing his share around here and was busy with his personal
aid department. He said he would be willing to serve on committees. Toby would not

let him decline. Katayama's real reason then came out: "I've been embarrassed once

(souncil rece) and gosh if I get twice beatenl" He is afraid of losing face. He
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certainly is a funny guy. Not so objectionable once you get to know him., Claims
he made $25,00 a year as a patent attorney in Wash. All the motlers are trying to
fix their daughters up with hig, T hear. Jack says he is having girl troubles be-
cause nome of them like him.

There will be only 3 Nisei girls present at the meeting. Most of the Nigei
of our district preferred to go to the movies. 1 got it figured out how Jakk can
get in if he campaigns a little. All he has to do is work on the girls, I
figure 100 votes will get him in for sure (350 eligible foters and 19 men rumning.)
We get to vote for 6 men,

Toby came over today and asked me to be the election chairman for our preck not
and arrange all the details for the election facilities next Tuesday and get some
olerks and assistants, etc. I told him that I was busy with the paper, but he in-
wisted that I do it as a oivio dduty so I gave in. It's going to be a hell of a job
tabulating all those figures.

I gpent most of the morning tabulating the "shares" which each staff member
will receive in salary. Tyro is lousy at figures. I guess living with those kids

at U,C. and figuring out grocery bills gives me good experience for this. Apyway

this is how our payroll ies split., We thew in Bsn'a $3.13 and Alex's $8.00 from

messhall work and deducted $2.95 for stemps, to be added on after shares were
divided. Nobby steod in line all morning to ahs the checks for us. The

Bank of America is charging 10 cents per cheock for this service. With over 200
cshekes to cash in one day they make a nice profit of around $#§00, The counocil is
going to get the hours extended because one man stood in line last week and this
week amd he oould not get his oheck casheds Our staff did not get on the m yroll
for the first two issues. They (8ffice sdministration) sure keep time funny. Jimmy
sleeps all morning and gets full check while I am dooked for working overtime,.!

(1t's the principle of the thing!)

Taro $11.50 Lillian $7.80
Jim 10.80 Binl 9,80
Yuki 10.20 Alex 9.80
Bob 10.10 Horn 4,00
Chas 10.00 Knobby 2.00 TOTAL $97.91
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Since we average around 50 hours a week instead of the required 55, this means

that we get paid 316 eents per hour, while an unskilled worker gets 4.6 cents per
hours! I wonder what they are paying defense workers now?
Sears Roebuok and Co} got the contract for the clothes. They have 1i-

mited the choice of articles that we can get (all cheap stuff)., This means that

everyone will have to figure out everything all over again tinoluding us) since our

lists were based on the Montgomery Ward cataogue.

Yesterday somebody stole the tires from the yellow panel gruock. It must
have been one of the Caucasian workers since we have no use for them here. They were
as mysteriously returned this morning after the polioce dept raised hell. Tire theft

is a hanging offense nowdays. 300 lbs of lead wag also stolen from the rear of

Fitchen one, It may have been taken by one of the Caucasian workers to sell on the
outside. I don't see how the residents could use that much lead for the keel of
sailboats. Police asked H.M, to find the seven missing kitchen knives or else a pri
vate/:::::h would be made. Tamato said they found nine knives all together.

Rogerty said that they found out the source of uriise in milk bottles. They
were traced to the Protestant church where the elementary children receive free milk
daily. He says that the parents will have to pay for the damages.

Had a long talk with Ernie today about things in general. Be was telling me
of the problems of the councilmen. big lets me see his minutes now, but there
is not too much in them., It seems that they spend most of the time reading and correct-
ing the previous day's minutea. However, they have been actixe in many things and
because of the need for assistance they have been forced to call on the H.M, for
routine matters and spend more of their time on important problems and policies.

Ernie I said that he met with the admin and shoe repairers in camp to see
what oan be done about the shoe problem. The Army has refused to release the WPA
machinery and the shoemakers did not want to give their own. The leather is here but
there is a lack of tools. The administration proposed that these shoemakers fix shoes

by hand but this won't even take care of the 8000 people. 1T men volunteered to do the
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workers' shoes because they had to work with cardboard on their shoes. Some have
put rubber tires on., (Maybe there's where some of those missing tiees arel) Seo
ghoes will be fix by hand temporarily. I doubt if they will ever get any machin-
ery in. The administration don't want to install things because they feel that
the ocamp won't last too long.

Ernie said that Kosakura met with the Rec. Dept. to see that could be done
for Issei entertainment, Only four Igsei programs have been given so far and they

move from distriet to district. lMost of the Rec lalls are for the young people.

The trouble is that every item in a Issei show has to get an ok from the army in

S,F, lNo encores are permissible and substitutions can't be made in case of ille
ness. The army disocoumages large Issel programs and control it strietly.

Ernie I job for the week was to look after the canteen situation and see what
could be done., The H.M, and he and Vernon formed a committee to make recommendations
to the administration. They surgested that a guard rail be put upjopen up a coffee
shop so people couid use up their sorips (a lot of them are rushing canteens be-
cause they hear from Tulare that people had to throw away theilr sorips)s put in
such items as baby wear, fresh ffuits, milk, magagines and canned goodsj; take only
sorip from books to check gambling with loose tickets; put in doormen to control
the ocrowd (Guy Uyama got the job-- a "political plum")j check children from getting
too much sweets and separate various divisions or else get another canteen in a
different seotion of the camp,

At the same time Ernie says he has to check up on the matter of property
being delinquent in taxes and therefore confiscated. He wrote a letter to the
Fed, Res. Bank. In their confidential minutes I saw that the FBI also has been in
here to investigate gambling by the prof. They have the names. Former Chief Da-
vies stated that he and Easterbrook did not make a single arrest-- "we nipped
things in the bud.,"” He said he looked in a covered window thru a tiny hole and
caught 6 men gambling. This was the reason why all card games were taboo but the

new chief has relaxed this regulation. Other activities of the council include
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arranging for talking pictures and organizing volunteer radio and wateh repair ser
vices with no private profit and investigating the cook who was caught making home
brew, Although Toby is the chairman, Ernie makes out most of the agenda for the
meetings. Miteh and I get in our share of proposals. The comrades also play an
important role with their suggestions,.

I didn't feel so good today. Went with the press to eat at messhall #2,
They gave us beef, celery, beets, lettuce and watermelon. For drinks we had cocoa
with eanned milk, The oanned milk and chocolate must have been tainted because I
suddenly had a yearning to regurgitate, I rushed out and only got as far as the
laundry when the first wave of food came pouring out of my mouth, People going to
lunch watoh me reteh all over the premiges. I decided to go home and got as far
as the sumo rink when I got a dizzy sensation and once more up it ocame, So I did
not eat anything tonight and those lamb chops are still awaiting me in the next
room, Everyone said I look as pale as a ghost today., Mary T grabbed me on the
way home and said that the army had my name. I asked her what for? She said
that they are going to come after me for not taking any typhoid shots yet. Come
to think of it, today was the day they were giving shots. Chas, you are a coward}

Emiko, Bette and Alice really laid it on today. They were so enthusiastic in
cooperating that they were doing each other's work.

Fmiko: ""hat a family! Having a schedule to do houseworkl"

Jack: "Vell, you know who it is for, don't you?" Silence on Emiko's part.
The three of them went to the Res Hall for folk denoing and Mrs, Kobu got mad be-
cause Emiko started to teach some boys jitterbugging before it was time. As usual,
some boys were over-- they didn't get the hint., They may as well move in with
their bedsl

After 10100 we all sat around in a family group talking about what we used
to do in Vallejo, friends made, and what about the future. Jack thinks it is
best that we go to a small town to start over. He suggested Chicago at first.

Pop doesn't think Japanese will ever get to go back to Pallejo anymore., lNom was




feeling better and she said that she did not care as long as she had her family.
Alice didn't say anything., Bette and Emiko and Pop don't want to live among a lot
of Japanese. Pop never has cared for themj they are too snoopy, he says. Bette:
thought she would like to go to college; Tom wants to go back to Vallejo. Tomorrow
he is 14, He and Edward went to take boxing lessons this evening. I didn't say
mush because I wasn't fedling so well and Mom was insisting that I take some milk
of magnesium. T told her that most medicine was psychological and for minor ail-
ments nature was the best doctor.

Jaok and I went to Town Fall tonight and Ann gave us some eggs to bring home.
TWe thought that maybe she wanted us to throw them at the speakers. The topic was
the "Role of Religion in the "RA Centers." Marie was the first speaker. She said
that religion and democracy were closely comnected and that in order to achieve
better sooial ends, we should solidify our beliefs in religion. But first we h:d
to get rid of the religious and social diseriminations in our own group. (Marie
is working towards the reorganization of the Buddhist church so that some of its
institutional forms are dropped, Fer father is a Buddhist priest, but Marie does
not go to chureh much),

Bob ITki drew a parallel between religion based on individual ethics and demo-
oraoy based on group ethies, He believed that this war was the only means of pre-
venting the demooratic ideals. He said it was a war against a political system
based on human slavery and denying freedom of worship, "We are not fighting the
people of Japan, but against a system that will deny us of our political and reli-
glous ideals (Beb sounded as if he wanted a holy war). Bob thought that the church
in its "RA centers should demand economic arrangements based on religious thought
and real demoeracy. FEducation was thus an important role.

Mas Takai (Rev) gave a nice churchy talk about elevating the lives of people
by starting from a secular basis and working up to seminars on social problems. He
advooated cooperation between churches and religion for the common good.

Jimmy Sugihara got up and said that the first two speakers laid stress on
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politios and wondered whether the church should enter political problems. Bob said
they should only if the church divorced itself from the institutional aspects and
returned to the fundamental basis. He felt that the church should take up these
issues then because it has so much at stake.

John Yamashita wondered if it wasn't a clash of certain economie prineiples
rather than demooratie ideals that we were fighting for.

The guestion was raised whether ome church should take preference over another.
Rev, Goto answered that this was a good experiment in commmmity organization and
gocial activity should be community wide. e was agreed to a council of Yians,
Puddhists and Catholies to study the social problems of the group and after the war
we could continue living in e true democratic sense,

Shojo Teuchida sald that the funotion of the church in the post war resettle-
ment would be to teach good living and try to get a system based on equality of man
rather than on ocolor.

Tt pot interesting when Mitoh asked for the role of the church in relation to
the war. Rev. Tsukomoto had difficulty in answering. "We should not trample on
the people but try to bs like gardenmers and handle them as gentle and delicate
plants.” He sald that his function was to do what teaching he could do by analyzing
human psychology and apply it., He did not believe in picking on men or groups.

And when a nation was at war, it beocomes a delicate problem. Since democracy was

an ideal near Xianity, we should wholeheartedly be behind it if the nation lived up
to those ideals. But like Xianity, few live up to it, I don't Imow what he exactly
meant by this,

Another point raised was that since the WRA was an experiment, why not exper-
{ment with religion and lump them all together. The faithful immediately got on the
defense and goid that this was fascismj that although we believed in universal bro-
therhood, the ideal was too impraotical at this time. Each religious group likes to
oling to its identity and are conservative in that they eling to théir institutions.

They are the conservative element in our soclety and can easily become reactionary.
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Although the church is important, I don't expect to see it play the leading role in
group leadership. They are too concerned with the advancement of their partiocular
gect, Here one can see the conflicts between the different churches. They want the
best builldings, the Buddhist don't want the Xians to use their ecurtains, the Cathe-
1ies want their group to be given prime consideration, ete. I don't see how they
oan ever work together in all phases until all religions drop its institutionalized
aspects. larle is going to meet with the leaders of the Buddhist church tomorrow
to thrash this whole thing out.

Mitsh proposed a community shurch for all to share, but the various Rev opposed
this for the "RA cenbterse They want ohurches of their own. Probably fear that they
will lose their flooks if there was only one churoh building. One Buddhist fellow
next to me sald, "I'm going to the Christian church heres I might as well because
they have more soclal funotioms.” This would also apply for most Nisei churchgoers
here. Fmiko and Dette go to Sunday schools with bibles but I bet they haven't read
it for yoars and they certainly don't give religion much thought. They go to see
the boys just like their girl friends do.

Should the church have a role in relation to fasolsm vs democracy? Ben: "We
oan't participate in the war direotly and I don't believe in making this a holy war."
John Yamashita said that the church did not have any right to say anything about the
war situation until it practioced what 1t preasched. Norli Ikeda answered that we are
fighting against a common ememy and should kmow by now whioh side our bread was bute
tered on.

The orowd was small but the discussion was interesting, Afterwards, Marie,
Mitoh, .Xatharina. Jim §., Jack and I got into a private discussion and it was unan-
imously believed that the ohurch was a necessary evil that we had to put up with in
the hope that 1t would be pointed toward social ends and avoid becoming an escape
from reality. We did not think the ohurch should assume too importent a role because
it was conservative and reactionary and we needed progressive leadership. We thought

that the chureh, along with the issue were going to assume less and less of an
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influence on the adult thinking Nigei group unless the group becomes disillusioned.
M.T. i& nationalistio., He believes that it is inevitable that Japan will win

the war and put the yellow man in his proper place in the sun. He is the father of 6

children and owned a prosperous business in the Bay area prior to evacuation. Well

educeted and intedligent, he is bitter but he still thinks in terms of going baok

to his o0ld business because "my ohildren are too Americanized for them to fit into

the Japanese life. It 1s better that I feel frustration thgn 6 of my children,"

He says that meny of the Issei are getting more than ewer disillusioned. They think

that i1t ie ajoke that the Nigei are voting beocause it really isntt democracy. Some

of them are aotively urging the Nigei not to vote andmake fools out of themselves.
That's why we have to educate the Nisei as much as possible on American ideals--it
will become increasingly diffioult to do. They may and are compensating by beocoming
"party bugs." I can hardly blame them for not taking too much interest in the eleoc-
tions with the present administration which we have. They aot as if we were a bunch
of prisoners. A, ytime a person really speaks up, they squelch him by threats of
"agitators will be properly staken care of." And everything donmehas to have the
approval of Davis. Even Hitler allows this false pretense of voting, eSe.

July 23, 1942 Thursday, 10:00 p.m,

Bi11 told me that the Centerville boys got mad at the baseball umpire yester
day and they threw him in the lake. They must take their games very seriously in the
country. I asked the polioce chief about it and he says that the next time such an
inoident ocours he will olamp down on all games. He is going to have 8 service pa-
trolmen selected by the Counoil to patrol the infield right away to control the
orowd. He says that Ghe country boys heckle the umpire in Japanese so that the
Caucasian patrol doesn't lmow what is going on.

The Berkeley Public Library has sent in a request for the T.T. which they
want to put on file., Everytime this happems, we all hsve & good laugh and kid our-
selves about our "sooial dooument". We finaljy got the iwo mimeoscopes today. The

four oarpenters that made them brought them in personally so we thanked them profusely.
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They did a very good job on them--arm rests, sloped and everything. They were
quite proud of their workmanship also. Now to get Taro to increase it two more
pages. He has a fit every time I mention it because he has to out all the heads.

Ernie said that they brought the matter of transfers up and Davis looked up Emltko

and found she was listed on the Agt Dept staff. I don't see how that could have

happened.

Emiko puts me in an embarrassing spot. When I told her about it, she said
that she did not want to transfer now. Her work has been lightened a lot because
Mike is the messenger boy there now and he helps her orank. And they only work two
days and a part of £ a third on the paper now and we usually have to bring the ma-
chine up to run off the others at night. We do a sloppy job, but I won‘t admit it
to Emiko becwase she'll give that "indispensable Marguerette act."

It really doesn't make too much difference, only I thought that she wanted
to esoape Marguerette., But she says that she ocan't do any art work on such a small
soale and working on the heads at hight will make her dizzy. Besid es she would
not like her evenings tied up. T told her that she would not have to do it at
night. The real reason came out when she said thet she did not like Nobby and
Lillian and also that she didn't like to be oritieized so much for her art work.

@ told her that we do the same thing with anyone, but it is not a personal matter.
4 lot of my stories are cut down and rewritten at times to fit the limitation of
space. I told Emiko that she would haye to see the Council and cancel the order
hegpelf because I have been after them too much.

Bob got to enjoy his joke today. He printed up a story about the hse. manager
rumor that 300 people were coming in here frog Area 2 and that the Hse, mgr. were
asking if couples would move together. He said that the residents were protesting
this as indecent and immoral. This was sent to Davis. When it came baok it had a
big delete mark on it because "the story has no basis in fa ot." Bob 1s griped at
the house managers for even oconsidering such a thing and so we out down the hse. mgrs.

space to about 20 lines and I wrote a big story on the eleotions and Bob one on the
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Counoil from the minutes that Ernie loaned me. Another item about "girls with
light angora sweaters" was also censored., Wg had some stencils all made but Davis
¥eeps holding up our copy and we ocan't mend the stencils up too fast or he will get
wize, Today only 3 stencils were mimeographed--this means work again tomorrow
night.

The Council asked me to be precinot chairman for the ooming elections. I
tried toback out on the basis of being tooo busy but they sdid that I should show
community interest so Imve in like a suoker. We held a meeting this afternon te
figure out the detailse It will be up to us to get the ballots mimeogfaphed, arrange
for polling places, seleot 5 assistants, iron out procedures for votingk fix up bal
lot booths, register voters, get guards and a flag, arrange for precinct rally on
Monday night, and tabulate the final results.

There will be 18 candidates for our preoinot, eight who were mot at the homi-
nation meeting. Altogether 80 candidates will be rumning for the 38 offices. Only
three women were nominated. Interest wag very lax. For the five precinot meetings
representing 7900 people only 180 people showed up. Most of them were house man-
agers. Out of the total of & H.M,, 27 were nomineted--theee deolined because of
oitizenship and under the age of 23. Voting will probably be very light.

Mitoh's preoinot was the only one with an organized plan. They closed the nomina-
tions after 8 were suggested. 7 of these will be elected, 3 of them are house man-
agers. Mitoh nominated 3 and Uyama 2. Akiyo noginated Mitch. My preoinet will
probably have the hardest time in tabulating. 19 men running for six offices.

Ernie says that spears will no longer sit in with the Counoil and they can

oarry on their own meetings without interference.

Wont to the talent show tonight for a while, and it was fairly good for a

ochange. The orowd seems to have dropped off a little. The last few have been
pretty bad. There is a lot of talent around. Goro Suz uki was serious for a change
and he made a big hit with his song. Yuki's sister did a oute tap dancoing routine.

They came around to collect some money for the elementary school today. I
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gave them 25 cents that they requested because it will go for supplies for the kids
and Miyako is in the class. Bette was supposed to have written a composition on
what she thought of the Tanforan school, but she dilly dallied around all af'ternoon
and read Hemingway. ©She says she is going to cut Amn's English cless tomorrow bee-
cause she has to deoorate the hall which they are going to use for a big party to-
morrow night for the H.S5. kids.

Tom had his 1l4th birthday today. FEmiko gave him & box of candy for a birthday
present. I ate one of his candy bars just now and put a § cent sorip ticket in. He
will probably have a fit when he finds out tomorrows

Alice 1s a bit irritable these deys. CShe went to see Drs Togosaki about Mem
and was told that lMom absolutoly‘oannot moves She suggested that part of the family
go first, but that 4t would be best for lom to stay here ae long as possible because
of the hardship of a trip at this time., Alter lom rests for a week, she will be taken
to the San lateo hospital for an Xray treatment on her tumor., Alice was arguing a
little with Pop this evening about it but I didn't hear what they said. FProbably
Pop objects to lom having an Xray treatment. In a way the evacuation helps us
physically again. lom gets her operation (treatment) én the government and she doesn't
have to worry about bills, cooking, etec. Miyakd likes it here and doesn't want to
go back to "ellejo except to see her friendses She doesn't understand what this ia
all about. ""hat's & concentration camp?” It's harder to explain things to a girl
of 10, but I tried to give her a simple explanation.

Yuki is a very smart girl, I think she is around 23 years old, but acts older.
She wears glasses that makes her look a little schoolmarmish. Before she came here,
she worked in the State Civil Servioce as a typiste. ©She does about 90, and if we
did not have her to cut the stencil we could not come outs Yuki was a YD member,

I was talking to her this afternoon about the future and she says that unless we
have a readjustment on this whole mess it doesn't look very hopeful. "Any sane
person can see that these concentration camps are harmful, Think of the direetion

which it is leading in. It not only does a great wrong to leyal Americans, buf,
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more important, it is destructive to our demooratic principles and based on fasecism,"
Hitler started with arbitrary arrests, then he supplanted the eivil authority and
destroyed constitutional rights, $he seme beginnings are evidenced in the evacua-
tion polioy. The govt 1g disregarding the courts and adopting racial disorimination
as a definite principle of government, Remember Hitler baited the Jews on his rise
to power and it is not too far fetched to conceive of some politielan doing the
same thing against the Japanese in this country, I know of the negro situation
but it was on a little different basis, lMass hysteria could be fanned up. Gosh,
when I get out of here T will feel 1like a animal getting out of a ceges I only
hope that all of my fears are unfounded."

Lillian thinks that she will go to Wellesey on her scholarship and by the time
she is finished all will be right with the world. The war as far as she is cone
cerned is a remote thing that doesn't touch her in her ivery tower, Jack was out

campaipning tonight, FHe visited some girlsl

July 24, 1942 Friday 1100 aems

Worked late on the paper againe. Six of' us stayed there until all of the stae
pling was done. I hauled the machine up so that I could feel justified in taking
time off, Jim, Alex and I went to the party given by the file elerks. There weie
about 250 there. The 110 girls thought that they would run short on fellows so that
they invited about 50 extra boys. This was the first time siace I have been here
that things felt like it was as on the outside, It must have been the atmosphere.
I knew the orowd better because many were U.C, people and former S,F. friends. They
had the place decorated nicely with streamers and a sign saying "pen pushers' frelic."
We had community singing, folk danoing, grand march, social dancing, entertainment,
and a fashion show. Some of the girls brought real expemsive coats with them. The
party was to celebrate the ecompletion of transeribing individual cards for every
evaouee in the assembly and relocation camps like Tule lake and Manzanar, Girls at

the party were not too interesting, Jim was rather disappointed. He said that

Nisei girls don't have much personality and impressed him as rather flat. No wonder
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they are deadpans-- we eat fish twice a week and stew three times., They can't de-
velop personality on a diet like this, The girls contributed 356 sents apiece for
refreshments. Jim and T took a lot of sandwiches, eakes, potato chips and eelery
and a pitcher of punsh up to the office in order to let them ¥mow that we thought
about them.

¥iteh said he pot notice teday for hig transfer to Poston, Ariz. Te feels that
he will have more opportunities there than at Tanforen and it is easier to transfer
from there out. FHis leaving will close the souree of a lot of the political intriguey
going on around the camp, Jim is also asking for a trrmsfer to go to Poston and
redoin his father, I talked to Bob Spencer today and mo word has been received
from the army vet. He doesn't mow whether it will be pessible for us to split the
family but will put in the request. This still leaves me all up in the air, Taro
is also thinking of his girl friend at Santa Anita, because he has too mach laundry
acoumilating,.

Fmiko now thinks that she would like to work for the paper, Marguerette is a
bit drritated because she feels that the Couneil and press would take all the work
from here if we rot a mimeograph of our own. Davis told Ernie that he would try to
get a machine for the Council bulletin and the paper. The churches are now being a
allowed to bring in a mechine so that this one may be put in the council room. lore
somplications? larguerette doesn't want Fmiko to come upstairs bessuse she will
have to do all the physisal work then., Davis promises a lot, but we don't see any-
thing. It must be pretty hard getting things on the outside. Yertz continually
tells us about the paper shortage and then they zo ahead and waste reams on other
gtuff, Typiecal povt efficienoy? The Counoil is having a hard time getting supplies
also. Ernie gets postage from the CIO and the Yg. Dem Fed, plus other supplies.

T put out about 23,00 for postage last month all together, mostly sending TT to
friends and interested people.

The Adult Education department had a big party this aftermoon. They decorated

the upper end of the gra&btsnd upe The teachers put on a performance for them and
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the students made fun of themselvese. It was unusual to see a large group of Japanese
let their hair down, They have been learning English for about a month. So they
spoke Japanese at their party, WNarie does not thinj that Tomoye 1s using the right
approach, fhe says that she coddles the Issei and don't make them practice with
English, She says that Tomoye uses this approach because the Issel are sensitive

ead get enmbarrassed if eorrected too much. Tomoye has one 77 yaaerld man who has
not migsed a class yets She also has some young Kibedis in her group.

T was talking with Amn, Miteh and the other high school teachers so got in on
the 1ce oream that the adult students sent over. Ann was correcting papers for her
Englieh class snd the prime ciiticism which the pupils had about the Tanforan Hi
fochool wns that the teachers "could not teach so well," The pupils are aware that

-

these teachers lack traininge Ernie T should get an earful of some of those come
mentse The sotup 1s just not condueive to a good school in the first place, and a

whole staff of unqualified teachers on top of that mekes learning difficult. The

relocation schools will just have to be better or else these young Nisei 9?11 lose

out, Dette has lost interest in the school entirely. ©She says that most of the
kids zo for the social contaots and that she is not learning a thing. The teachers
think they are making wonderful progress.

H.K. 1s one of the Jre. Hi teachers. S5hs 1s 23 and received a little training
at Jan Jose State, but did not graduste. Horumi ocan't understand why her pupils don't
pay attention. Sho says that they fool around and have a what's the use attitude.
Her students feel that it is useless because they are not receiving any grades. I
told her that although the Japanese stress education, the Nieei rizht now are aware
that 1t is sumer time and they want a vacation just like normal Amerieen childreme

Yorumi has never tauzht before but she says that she is insisting upon a stand-
ard academio mmi Sth grade course for her classe She says that Jack (she didn't
Imow he was my brother) is using a wrong approach by teaching informally, H.K.'s
opinion of the 7.3, teachera is not good, GShe says that sometimes she walks around
the olags rooms and can gee that many of the teachers are ill prepared. ©She thinks

that the Phi Betas are the worst teachers because they tend to assume & professional
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dignity with their pupills.

Horwmi believes that in spite of the shorteomings the Tan school is useful in
that 4t helps keep the family unit together by keeping them out of misehief, Her
chief oriticism of the elementary schools is that many of the teachers are toeo young
(19)s She showed me some compositions by her class and from what I read, I think
that their morale is goods They write in terms of their enviromment-- Ameriea.

The probably know more about P38's and other airplanes than many spies. But here
they are already tending to live in a little world of their owm. Torumi believes
that the relocation schools will be better staffed and prevent the pupils from bee
coming completely lsclateds One of her oriticlsms of Nisel teachers 1s that very
fow of them are adjusted in pereonality (llow can they be with what is facing us?),
and there is a danger that the younger Nisei will take on and reflect the more
pessimistic attitudess

(Clipping frow the Fresno Dee of a letter to the editor urging that Japanese

men and women be put in separate camps to prevent the production of "their
1ittle troubles which will develop into biz troubles for our nation.")

I showed this (the clipping) to about 25 of my friends and thelr comment was
generally:s "That sapsl No wonder they evacuated us} It will be awfully diffioult
to teach these people demooracy."

Jack and I were kidding Mom about marriage snd we asked her about the Japanese
gystem of arranging marriage. ©She sald that 1t was no good andzsguld never he a
"baishakunin" for her daughters. She says that marriage go betweens are not good
for this country. Mom would like to see her older daughters get married so that
she can have some grandchildrem. I don': know what she will do if Jack and Aliee
marry non Japanese, Frobably will accept it. She knows that Angelo and Alice are
engaged, but she doesn't say anything. Pop thinks Angelo 4s a nice fellow, but that
intermarriage would mot work because Aingelo would not be able to get a job onoce the
fact that he married a "Japanese" was found outs As far as Jack and D, are cone
serned, they don't say anything even if they did not approve it-~ which is the ocase,

I think. They are afraid that the other Japanese would talk about our family.
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Bette went to a party with Key tonizht, She was so excited all day running
around and decorating the Reo IHall that she could not eat dimmer. Afterwards she
revived, Ve teased her about Yosh, K's rival, and asked whet we should say to them
if he oame over. Bette and K are together practically all of the time. He is 16,
%2ll and resds the funny books every time T gee him., He doesn't talk muchs Amn
gays that Pette fools around in school too much these days, FHer mind is distracbed
by the boys. -

That & letdownl We were supposed to receive about $85 worth of free elothing,
but today the announcement came out that only relief cases would be given clothes
because there 1s only a $8000 budget for 8000 people-- one dollar apiecel GCuess
we will have to pool our "salaries" to buy needed clothes.

Miyako and Fozuko had a fight with Setauko todaye She says that Setsu speaks
Japanese all of the “ime and they can't understand her, So they asked her to please
sponk Pnglish, Setsuko wouldn't so thay wouldn't play with her. Setsuko got angry
and went home orying to heor mother because she has been left out of the group. M
yako says that she is not going to play with her until she uses Fnglish like all the
other ohildren.

Fmiko, "lise and Miyako went out for a walk this eveninge. They went way dowm
to the far end of the camp-e near the fence where the higlway goes bye BThey were
watohing the oars go by when & very "high oclass car" drove by A "high toned" lady
was sitting in beck with a chauffeuwr in front. Imiko said that she suddenly stuck
her head out of the window and with a look of hatred stuck her tongue out at them.
It wvas so funny that it made them laughe They they pgot mad so they thumbed their
noses at the fast departing limosenel !iyako asked me tonight why the white people
d4d not 1like the Japanese, T told her that Japan was upholding eertain prineiples
that were opposed to that whish we hade T gaid that this camp was & little sample
of what the Jepanese in Japan living under only much worse and that the world had
to eliminate these dootrines that restricted the freedom of man, MNiyako said that
gshe was &n American but did not kmow why the white Americans disliked us. It doean't

bother her too much nowe She went out to play before I could finish my explanation.
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July 25, 1942 Saturday 12:10 p.m.

Interest in the coming election is nil. Nobody seems to be particularly came
paigning. It maybe just as well that the house managers get in because they are
in touch with the general camp life and they won't have to go through an initial
period of getting to know the conditions. I arranged to get the Catholic Hall for
the rally lMonday nite and it will probably be a dead uninteresting affair. Jack is
going to have some posters made. le thinks that the Congress may have possibilities
4f an intelligent group interested in the community gets ine But if people just
interested in persomal prestige are elecfed and who do nothing, the ohhnces are
that it will be a fizsle. There are possibilities that this can be a start in devel-
oping our own leadersj people who have something on the ball. The next few years

are not zoing to be easy and we must have Nisei that are willing to take s firm and

positive apppoachs The people are getiing inte the iull routine of life around here

without being in the least concerned or aware of the changes on the outside. This
is only & lull snd they will be caught off guard again if they don't keep abreast of
the world about thems The adjustment period after the war will be diffioult enough
as it is so that the least we ocan do is to prepare a little for it. Tuch will depend
upon the general American public opinion as to how far we ean actually goe In order
to keep proper perspective, we have to have more of an understanding of our basie
problense- om both sidese

Ve are getting adjusted to only one phese of this one wider problem, Many
think that the oamp affairs in our "Utopia" is the whole probleme For edample the
boys in tbn Reo Dept are working towards putting in a recrectional program based
upor the more normal oconditioms whioh they knew on the outsides They believe that
everything will be hunky dory when this objective is reached. Co they are working
hard to get sent to relocation centers as one body in order to reach this goal.
It is a migtake to é:;m the whole recreatiomal program towaflds such a limited pure
posees It is important, but it should be relegated to its propmer preoportioms. Bodb

has the opiniom that recreation is more important tham educetion, The boys of the
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fece Dopt are doing e great service in commmity organization, but they Jjust have
not grown up yet. Fellows like Kim Obata, Tod Hirota and the Hoshiyamas have the
idea that the way to solve the problem is 4o keep the people from even thinking
about the issues involved. The whole bunch of them (about 40) are msking a carcer
out of reereatiome I think that the more capable ones are making a mistake. In the
WRA centers, the stress 1s mot golng to be on recreation. A ploneer community ore
genization must be well rounded so that all phgses of the problem will be oconsidered.

In a way the oversiressed rec, program is proving to be a handicap to the ade
vancement of the Lducational depte The kids all kick about the sohool because the
lleds dept holds more pleasure out for thome Thus, few of the students have anything
constructive to offers They'd rather be ocoupied with the socialse.

‘obte 1s a good example. She has the intelligence to be able to see thirgs
more olearly and develop into a leader for positive things, but now she is utterly
lacking in intereste GShe doesun't like the schoolj the teachers give too much home- .
work, etc. Already she is losing interest in education. The environment ciroume
stances admittedly do have & lot to do with this, plus her youth, But if we consider
that education is important and that the presemt sectup is mot so good, then it will
take & lot ol discipline to really waunt to get that educatiom on their owm without
rationalizing that it is the fault of the teachers. Going into the WRA centers with
this atiitude will be most harmful to morale, Blaming it upon the summer vacation
is also no excuse. The H.S. age group of kids are the omes who are going to be the
nuoleus {or the Nisel that have to start out again after the war. If they develop a
defeatist atiltude already in this early phase of evacuation, the chanses are thdt
they will more easily become disillusicned. Thoy must gain some sort of a philosophy
about the whole thing. This also includes the older Nisei. If we don't keep up,
how can we expect to be of any value %o the others? Much of the work will have to
be done oa sa individual basis, but we have to be able to give the answers in a cone-
fident mamner, bacled by rcliable material rather than a geatlering of surface ineci-

dents e




pAMS Y .4 25,19

Right now Bette thinks social life is the most important, She would rather
out classes to go to the Resc Hall. She expects to be led by the nose for her edu-
tion, and protests when some of the responsibility is put on her shoulders, like wri-
ting constructive compositions. If this keeps up she will so limit herself that it
will restrict her chances for growth., She won't be prepared to meet the changing
sooial situations that are now developing. Like many of the others, she will become
essentially a conformist and when she discovers that the established system is changed,
she will be utterly lost.

7ithout being a "sad" girl, Bette is capable of getting a firm understanding of
these new situations in order to further round out her personality. Amm thinks that
ghe has great prospects of being one of the more well balanced leaders for the pupils
of her age if she would get over the puppy love stage and discipline herself a bit
before she falls into the rut and becomes a conformist to everything without ever
questioning. Like many of the other Nisei she will develop negative attitudes based
on the émotional experience of evacuation instead of on a broader intellectual basis.
The time to start for her is now. I have been encouraging her to read Time magazine
as a starter, but without success., If assimilation is the only answer for the Nigei,
i1t must be via an educational process. Tt is not too early for her to develop a sense
of sooial responsibility and demooratic group consciousness. To do this she needs
some sort of guidance and I don't know whether I can be of much use until she gets
some idea of why this is importeont for her.

Today, Key gave her an expensive locket with her initials on it. This phase
will pass over, but what should an older brother do to help her get a better per-
spective on things? I certainly can't butt in, but Mom and Pop ecannot do much in

the way of guidance. Under ordinary conditions, this would be unimportant. But

when Pop finds out (as he is bound to sooner or later) there will be hell to pay.

He doesn't understand such things as puppy love. Alice is no help; Jack is not in-
terested. But family conflioct between Issei and Nisei in such a confined place as

this is not a pleasant thing., I may as well wait until the storm breaks.
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Ann is very disturbed about the young Wisei. She doesn't Imow how to combat
this growing feeling of "don't give a damn" abong the younger Nisei. She does what
ghe ocan in her class and also by having some come over to her stables to "expose them

to magazines, books and good music" in the hopes that this will be a counteracting

influence agpainst pessimism. She sees Bette more in school than I and she says that

ghe is beginning to reflect some of the limited attitudes of her group. I can see
some of the answers for the young Nysei as a whole, but when it comes eight home to
my sister, I don't lmow what to do. In the meantime, she is drifting along in an
unhealthy mental adolescent stream.

Fmiko is growing out of the adolescent phase and lately I have noticed that
some of her thinking is along more mature channels. She worries about what is going
to happen and what about Pop and YMom? Lately she has been thinking of gettingz some
training as a dental hyglenist so that she will have something to start out on. THer
jdea 1s that she 1s roing to enter the main stream of Ameriean life again., Life in
a real Japanese group permanently never enters her mind. One of the reasons why she
1ikes to work up in the supply room is that she "gets to see white faces ooccasionally”
whioh is a reminder that the "Japanese world here is only temporary.” Sometimes I
think she worries too much about the future. Like most of us, there is no clear ocut
answer yet, to everything. Pmike is so much more Americanized than most Wisei girls
that it becomes unusual, Everything she does is western. She has an extrovert pere
gonality amd gets along easily with almost everyone, but 1s quick to resent a "Jap-
anesy Jap." Tonight she said that she got teo thinking about the woman that stuok
her tongue out as she passed in a ocar and the possibility occurred to her that a
more fanatiec person may even go as far as to throw a bomb sometime. It disturbs
her to think that the Nisei are oconsidered as "Japs" by the majority of the popu-
lation and she wondered if we will ever become ac-epted on an equal basis. I was
unaware that she ever gave such things more than a passing thought since we never
talk about it muech in the family group in a direct way.

Pop continues to surprise witkx the family with his "super” treatment of Yom.
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She gets more attention from him now than she ever got in her life. FPop was irri-
tated with Tom this morning because he put some blankets on the table while lom's
food was there., And it is not put on. Ie has been consistent about it ever since
the night we had the big family discussion. He must really care for her in his way.

Mom seys she is feeling better but she does not look too good. Mr. Sato came over

today to visit and Pop gave him a haircut. Sato is Pop's one and best friend. "He

ohampion shoemaker, me champion barberl" Pop knew him in Vallejo years and years
ago. Sato was in the navy for a short time and he went to Japan later to get a wife
through a bo-between. Pop did not know that such a thing was possible until then so
he decided to go also and get himself a wife (1913). ¥Mr, Sato moved to Oakland after
a few more years in Vallejo and Pop only saw him once until evacuation brought them
together., I have been giving him extra coples of the TT to send to his son in the
army and to friends in the other centers. Mr. Sato insisted upon fixing the hole in
my shoes, I was just throwing them out. I said that it was not worth it, but he
took them home and resoled the shoes by hand, doing a very workmanlike job., He also
fixed Miyako's.

Jaok, Fmiko, Miyako, Tom and I did the laundry today (94 pieces). Alice went
up to the grandstands to visit Angelo and Bette was excused to write a eomposition
for her English olass. The soap we used was made here from the grease accumulated
im the kitchens and it was good since it made the laundry nice and foamy. Tom and
Miyake ran off to see a man who built a boat large enough to sit in and sail around
the lake. They claim it actually sailed}

See by the papers that food prices have gone up 32 7 in the past year. Tomatoes
are listed at 25 cents a pound and other items have risen accordingly. We get nice
fresh tomatoes here about 3 times a week and think nothing about it. I haven't had
butter at the messhall yet. They serve it at the messhall in the morning, but I have
only been to breakfast twioe since our stables have been eating there., Rents in
Vallejo have gone up 100 to 400 % and the landowners are fighting again.ﬁ a ceiling

rent, Auto camps and even garages have been converted into sleeping rooms to
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accommodate the hoards of defense workers at Mare Island. The population has jumped
from less than 20,000 to over 80,000, The Negro who took over our barber shop has
about three assistants now and money is rolling in. The back has been turned into

a bathhouse. A lot of our belongings were left there, but it looks like we may as
well kiss the stuff goodbye. All of Pop's tools are there, plus bunk beds, mattresses,
and other fixtures. Pop's equipment is in the barber shop and arrangements were made
verbally for him to receive $£25.,00 a month up te $200.00 for the mirror, heaters and
other barber equipment left behind., So far $50.,00 has been paid. We were supposed
to get $30.,00 a month for the whole time we were gone, plus $500,00 for the business,
but the "nice Christian landlady" doublecrossed us. Pop never signed a lease but

he paid #25 a month rent for over 23 years. The landlady said (after war broke out)
that we could do whatever we wished as long as she continued getting her $25 month-
ly. 5o we subrented for $65 a month and planned to get $500 for the equipment. The
war profits looked too good for the landlady and she went back on her word and took
over, By this time it was too late to do anything about it (first evacuation orders
in Feb) so that we had to leave everything behind. The $200 is to be given by the
Vegro on his owm volition. "e ean't do much about it if he suddenly changes his
mind., He must be clearing that much a week. Pop was making over $#250 a month just
before we lef't and he was old. A younger man with conditiones as it is now could
make three or four times the amount. After 38 years of barbering Pop left Vallejo
with exaectly £90 in profit and eight childrenl

Went to the dance tonight to complete a very full week. The crowd was just

right and the music good so had an enjoyable time, Emiko and Bette went to the

Ree Hall game night, Jack and Alioce were at the dance. I was dancing with X and
having a hard time getting more than monosyllable answers out of her. To keep the
oonversation going I asked her what she thought of the war. She sald that she did
not like it but that it was inevitable. I asked why and she said the yellow raoces
of Asia ocould not be kept down forever. All this democracy was a false pretense,

she said, and that the Nisei would never get a chance. Her parents are applying for
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repatriation and she will go along., I asked her who she wanted to win the war and
was shocked to hear: "Nihon (Japan) of coursel" X is a Buddhist and very disillu-
sioned about Amerieca. She says the only reason why we are being treated so good is
because Japan would retaliate with the Amer. prisoners. I reminded her that we were
not prisomers and that we had much to lose by an Allied less and then an Axis vie-
tory would be no solution for free mankind, She retaliated that perhaps fascist
slavery was more desirable than this prejudiced American "democracy” whioch was not
democracys Glints of fire showed in her eyes. The dance ended just then. What a

way to donce with a strange girle-e argue with her on politicsi

July 26, 1942 Sunday 11355 p.m.

Sort of took it easy. All of my tiredness suddenly descended upon me and I
Just felt lazy., I got up around 10:30 when all of that dust from Alice and Fmiko's
vizorous sweeping descended uponm me. Jack made some coffeej it was the first goed
eoup I had for a long time. Read a little while and glanced through the paper but
my mind was dull, Jack gstudied French for three hours this morning. Toby came in
to disouss the rally for tomorrow night. The politisal campaign is absolutely dead.
After lunch I went all around our precinct to contact the ocandidates and tell them
to prepare a three minute speech on their reasons for running, platform, ete. They
didn't appear too enthusiastic. Duke Itatani withdrew because he is going down to
Manganar, Tom and Fred H, also wanted to withdraw, but I told them that if the can-
didates showed no interest, how could they expect the Nisei to be interested. I did
not think that their time would be taken up and they could probably serve on com-
mittees in the same field that they were working. Got the use of the Catholic Hall
" for the meeting and Wobu Wighimoto will act as the chairman if I give him the mater-
1al, Toby will give the pep talk urging the Nisel to vote. Jiro Hirano drew some
posters to put up at the messhalls and announcements will be made. So far no posters
have gone up., T tried to get some of the scout troops to take part in the parade

but they did not wish to perform. Patsy made a special effort also but no soap.
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I will try to get her to twirl the baton. Emiko doesn't want to do it because she
doesn't kmow how to strut. I guess we will have to depend upon the kids again for
the enthusiasm, There are 304 eligible Nisei in our precinct.

The heat this afternoon sort of wilted me and by the time I got home I was prac-
tionlly exhausted so I flopped down for a nap. Patsy and Bette came around. They
have been dilly-dallying around for three days writing a composition on what they
think of the H.S. T refused to help them other than to say that it should not be
completely destructive in theme. e got to talking about education and Patsy said
that now she rarely thinks about the outside world and that she was beginning to
fall into the pattern of the little world here. We talked about the future prospects
for the Nisei, t'e value of education, and what pdace the Japanese problem in the
U.S¢ had in relation to the whole world situation. I pointed out that they should
not 1limit their horizons to the ree hall level because they were mature emough to lay
a wider foundation. I don't know if it took, but they spent all day on the composi-
tion and from reading it, they did do a little thinking. Patsy gave up first, but
Bette continued all evening. She got some good ideas, but the sentence structure was
not too good.s I made her take all of the slang out. Tom also did some of his algebra
but T oouldn't help him much because I didn't mow how to find oubic volumes. He got
disgusted and went out with Eddie. Alice and Emiko went to church and listened to
Prof, Obata give an art lecture. Jack went to the Buddhist church to listen to Marie
and they had folk dancing af'erwsrds. I read the Tolan Reports for a few minutes
and then worked on my"Your Opinion" eolumm. I got opinions on what they thought
about some wages for all workers in the relocation centers. They were divided in
opinion but the majority were agreed that the job and service rendered was the impor-
tant thing and not the salary received, which was bound to be small. Most of the
skilled and professional people did not think it would meke any difference in the
quality of work done. Onme maintenance orew worker thought we needed wege differen-
tiations because of the prestige attached to certain jobss One fellow was still living

in the past and in terms of the normal oukside world when he said that a uniform wage
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would stifle personal ambition, Most are slowly becoming eware that eonditons are
changed and the prime consideration should be on the social aspects of the problem
and not individual advancement.

Marie osme over afterwards and we talked about the shorteoomings of organized
religion and how the Nisei ocould use it as an escape. e got into the gory aspects
of suicide via disembowelment from there and ended up with a discussion of gust to
what extent should Wisei girls be conventional,

Alice and I talked afterwards about the coming Xray treatment for Mom, Dr.
Togasaki said that she has several tumors, but they may go away af'ter her menopause
is ever. The dostors are rriped because the residents don't have too much conf'idence
in them and would prefer a Caucasian dostor. Several of the doctors are recently

out of medieal school and they afe now getting all sorts of experience here.

July 27, 1942 Monday 11115 p.m.
Looking thru the reports of the Council, I found out that the Kat--- case has
been olosed. He is a very big Nisei, about 21 years old, who was working as an ame

bulance driver, A speed limit of 15 miles per hour had been established for the

safety of the residents. About two weeks ago, K. wes sent out on an emergency call

so he speeded up. One of the Caucasian police was sitting on the bench and he sig-
naled for him to stop but K kept going to get the patient. Upon his return words
followed and ¥ told the police that he was neglecting his duty by sitting around on
his ass, ete. K then said that the administration was ocorrupt and that a lot of
greft was going on. Davis got burmt up at this and he said that K would be taken
eare of and shipped out immediately. K's mother was seriously ill and so friends
gent waxd around a petition asking for a fair hearing. Davis refused and he was
brought before the Couneil and after much work the thing was ironed out. K will not
be allowed to drive any more ecars here, but he is not blacklisted as far as other
jobs were oconcerned.

T.5., the electrician foreman, is also in hot water., The orew dislike him so

mioh that they don't ride to work with him, It was charged that he lets a girl ride




Pe 425 /)wzj 27,1792

in the ocab with him which is ageinst the regulations. It was recommended that he
be transferred to another department. Davis states that no case history of each
worker 1s sent to the "RA to blecklist them.

Miteh has finally been able to push his outside lecturers plen through. MNonroe
Deutsoh of U.C. 1s to be the first speaker. We were to have the meeting last Thurs-
day but full arrangements had not been made at that time. Miteh has presented a
whole list of speakers and toples which some of us got together and discussed. He
has organized the toples so thet they will not be limited to the Nisei problem. We
felt that this would be one of the ways in which we could keep in eontact with the
problems facing this country and the world in the post war erae

One of the fellows sent a letter to the Red Cross yesterday to complain about
the unhealthy stabless He pointed out that ventilation was very poor, especially
in the back rooms and that due te the open spaces at the top, lots of dirt came in
and settled on things. This is most oertainiy true for us, Everything gets dusty
so quickly., Bette 1s continually dusting the shelves off. "hen she sweeps, it
gets just as dirty on the floor agzain in about a half hour. They have put rough
gravel out on our walk, but it has sunk into the soft earth and the wind that blows
through here does the rest.

Frank Y says that the leaundry and oleening service is slow in picking up.
Prices are fair and service not too slow. Last week 300 people paid 290,02 to send
out laundry and cleaning. The bulk of the stuff was cleaning because of the dust.
The people are doing most of their own laundry work, Min says that the supply de=-
partment will put out 120 washboards for the residents on the next week., The kitchen
made 1400 1bs, of soap from the accummulated grease but this did not last long,

At last they are planning to sell sontraceptives to some of these married peo=-
ple, The plan is to sell them over the counter in the canteen by some minister who
is in charge. They feel that this is the way they can control the moral problems}
The hospital has been deluged by requests for contraceptives so thay are going to

wagh their hands of the whole thing. "hat is needed around here is a birth sontrol
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clinio to give the young oouples guidance. It would be silly for them to have chile-
dren now, considering the environment and lack of facilities.

The doctors here just haven't got any of the equipment which they were promised.
They are understaffed and working under scrious handicapse The more gerious cases
are being sent out to the outside hospitals., At present there are 30 of these cases.
Only the dootors can go out to visit them and carry the messages from relatives.

The doctors naturally are not pleased with this arrangement because it cuts into
their limited time., They have requested the administration to allow close relatives
to go out themselves to visit the oases.

It looks like the ocurfew will go into effect now. A father is very disturbed
because his 13 year o0ld daughter is pregnant. H o wanted something done about it seo
he went to the church groupes These people got very excited about the moral problem
of the young and so they asked Chief "hite to put in a curfew., I don't see how sup-
pression of this sort will eolve the problem. It's not as superficial as that,

Many of the Nisei are taking the attitude that they may as well have as much fun as
they oan now. It so happened that the army had issued instruotions to put a 10:00
o'slook curfew into effeot, with all lights out at 10:30, This is certainly going

to interfere with the reading by many of the residents, "hite did not put it into
effeot besause he felt that this restriction was not neeessary for this camp., Put
since the people (Issel) have asked for it, the ruling may be put into effect, The
Wisel don't like the idea of their social program being disrupted so protested vigo-
rously to the Couneil. Toby was a little irritated that the matter was not brought
to them direectly so he visited Fev Fujii next door this evening, He told him to bring
these problems to the Couneil first., lom overheard them and wondered what it was all
about, She feels that it may be good in a way because the kids will study more, The
Nisel reaction is that the ruling is silly and cannot be enforced and why should th:;
older lisei be penalized. They don't like the idea. The Issei are for it because
there is nothing for them to do in the evenings anyway.

The Japanese reocords were confiscated today and already 2000 have been brought
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into the police department. The immocent omes will be returned but J military musie
will be stored away and returned after the war. The chief has to play and listen to

all of these records. I feel sorry for him because J music is hard on the earsj it
sounds out of tune., All of the other contraband things are being returned, except J
literature, dynamite and the sharp pointed saws. All other tools were given back today,.

Ernie is going to investigate the complaint from #83. They claim that the Caue
cagian patrolman walked in € times without kmooking on the suspilcion that gembling
was going on, DErnie has also arrenged thet drunken soldiers will be kept out of the
camp, A drunken sergeant bothered the people dewn around #18,

At the boxing tournament yesterday, donatlons were asked from the erowd to buy
the necessary equipment, In 10 minutes, over $43 was thrown into the ring, Tak and
KoJu are working hard on this program., Bill says that the Reec, dept 1s a bit wor-
ried that these "rowdies" may have harmful influence upon the younger students.

I met with the Council to get some more detalls on the election procedures.
Toby got up and said that the Hge Mgr were sore because they had not been notified
about the elections. I fail to see why the blame is not put on them because 27 of
the Il ¥ are yumning, How oen they place the blame for lack of interest on the
elections chairman, They have put up very few posterse. I got some general posters
up on the messhalls this morning and made special announcement at messhall 2 and
Toby at ours, |

At the parade tonight we rounded up a bunch of kids and gave them garbage pans
and signs for Jack. None of the other & candidates had a thing so that the parade
looked like it was for Jack exolusively, Alice end Fmiko went around our barracks
and told the Wisel to come to the meeting. Tom earried pans, Myake played tonette
end T led them all around our district. MNom rot sore at Bette beoause she didn't
want to go, olaiming that she had ohemistry to study., Mom told her that she had
plenty of time this afternoon and that she could stay up until midnite if necessary.
Bette then saild that she did not have shoes to walk in and Mom told her to go bare-

footedl She must want her son o win,
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I asked Wobwu Nishimoto to chair the meeting end he did a very good job. None
of the other distriets had a parade and we probably had the largest turnout-- 83
people, "hile we were waiting around for the late ocomers Jack led community sing-
ing and Fmiko sang a song, Bette refused to singl

We felt that the vote at this time was important, even though the adsembly may

mean nothing, If the Nisei are apathetio'about their privileges, they will soon

lose them, The theme of all the speakers was on this peint. But nobody really
wants to get in except for the prestige value. Omly 33 7 of the eligible voters in
our distriot turned out, We have 350 Nisei over 21, #2 has 310, #3 has 420, #4 has
340 and #6 has 545, meking a total of 1965 eligible voters in camp, A few Issedi
were at the meeting. Two of the candidates gave their talks in Japanese,

Talled with Arnold the former police chief in the administration, He was here
to "see some of the boys." Certainly did look different., He was dressed in dirty
clothes, jaoket, workshoes, unshaven, Says that he has been working in the ship-
yards since he left.

Mtsie =says her friend's case is coming up soon, She worked in Sacto in the
State Vehicles dept with Miss Fndo. The attorney contends that the army lacked
authority to place her in a ocamp without preferring charges agzainst her and grant-
ing her a hearing. The other lawyer argues that detontion of the Nisei is consti-
tutional under the President's war powers and justified by the fact that Japan al-
ready had invaded the U.2, by eceoupation of the Alaskan isles and the shelling of
the California coast.

Emiko read part of my diary. Curiosity satisfied???

July 28, 1942 Tuesday 11:68

Today was eleotion day and it was busy for mes I only went to the paper office
onoe. They probably are giving me up as a lost cause for entering politics. I
went over th the H M meeting to get the blankets to put up booths and overheard them
talking about their respective precinot meetings. They all predicted that the elec-

tion turmout would be low. Jimmy H. bragged about our "large" turmout. In preeinet #2,
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30 people attended, #3 had 2 people, and 7 candidates and the others were also slim.
Ours must have been immense in comparison}

They gave all of the blankets to Rec 4 so I had to walk all the way out there
to collect them, Earl did not show up and the rest of the committee were working
8o that I talked to some H.S, girls for about half an hour, By that time, Dr, Thomas
oame, She had a talk with Mr, Kilpatrisk. Evidently he had a funny idea that we
were doing something seoret because he wanted the army "OK" on her projeot, Thomas
told him that there was nothing to hide and the FBI could even look at the material,.
The only reason why it was not being advertised was that it would make the task harde
er for uss The administfation is very finlcky about unfaverable publicity getting
oute I only told Ernmie T that this study could not possibly become a part of the
Ed, dept study because they would paint the picture too rosy. Ann has a lot of H.S,
reactions to the sohools here and they certainly do not coincide with what the Ed.
dept officlally releasess Jimmy and I wore thinking of going into the Ed. dept on
research just for fum but it is off now, E.T. would try to run things too much.

He is more interested in his omn glory than the welfare of the Nisei.

Mitoh gave her some of the political data and we discussed some of the points
to fill in a little more, Since he is freer than I am, he will write it up first.
He has all of the baokground stuff down cold. We talked about next week's forum
and thought that something along the lines of improvement of self govt here would
be a good topies In this way we could bring on the rivalry among the Counecil, Hse.
Mgrs and probably the Congress. .

I did not get to speak with Thomas long because I had to drag Farl off to get

the polls ready. Doris did not show up since she 1s slaving away for Cunder intere

viewing people to complete the WRA survey which they started about three weeks ago
and hoped to finish in 10 days. Mitch and I are supposed to go in tomorrow and be
interviewed by Doris. Ayal §

Toby says that oandidates in the State August primaries will be allowed to come

into samp to address the Nisel, It only took Davis two days to decide this. Miteh
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1s all burnt up because he has been trying to get educators in for three weeks and
it 1s still pending, This is direct evidence that they are still discouraging oute
gide lecturers from coming into camp.

By the time I got the ballot boxes and things ready, it was noon. Te ate at
messhall # 2, A lot of residents were up in the stande at noon visiting with a coue
ple of men who are now detained at Sharp's Park. An immigration officer kept 2
gharp eye on theme

Arnold Vezzoni and Dolores dropped in this afternoon but I only got te talk to
him & little because I was busy at the polls. He is doing Rec. director work now,
but will go into the navy shortly as an ensign in physical ed work, He went to
S.F. State while I was there and he just finished this term. He was quite active
in school activities, student body pres, football, debate team, newspaper, etc. He
says that most of the fellows that I knew are now in the service.

Earl, BEmiko, Fred Yamashire, Yome Todoroki and Bessie Watanabe were on my oome
mittee and I let them do most of the work while I took it easy overseeing the preoe
oeedingses The voters came in slowly this aftermoon so Toby went out to stir wp
intereste I sent Fred to get absentee votes and Bette and Patsy %o go around the
barracks and tell people to vote. Announcements were made at the messhalls urging
and pleading for them to vote. I finally got a P.A. system from Tom Ikeda, who
built it from odd parts since he has been here and by playing musle and sounding like
a oircus with our announcements, the people were shamed into coming. Emiko even
sang & songe .

Most of the voters did not care one way or the other, but we kept sending
messencers oute A few of the Kibeis did not even kmow how to stamp a ballote After
roll oall we made amother whirlwind drive and got the housemanagers %o shoot the
stragglers up. Emiko, Fred and I ate at mess 4 2 and rushed right back, We stayed
right through roll call, Up to 5300, we only had 133 voters, but after dinner they
gtarted to come, By 7100 we started another drive and made continuous amounce=

ments over the PA system so that by olosing time at 8:00 we had 333 votes oub of

1]
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350 voters or 95 7 of the totals WNone of the other precincts will even come close

%o this., Interest was not this highj we practiocally dragged them there. In the
final cowmting a great many ballots were marked 6 right down the colum. 5 of the
6 winmers were on the first colum.

Tod Pujite, Fred Hoshiyama, Roy Tokagi, Takeo Hikoyeda, Yoshio Katayama and
Miss Endo were the wimmers. Jack came in 1l1lth, but only 22 votes behind the 6th
man, Tod was a runaway. He 1s house manager chairman and the only house manager
from our precinct eleoted, € of them ran and the lowest 5 were house managers, Tod
is well kmown among the S.F, group and a nice fellow. He belonged to the JACL,
Fred was supported by the S.,F, Y group. The other four came from barracks 7«10
where voting was the strongest. Tolmgl is an older MNisel and active in Bay arsa
JACL, Part of the Ogawa machine., Tak Hikoyeda is a well kmown dentist and got
support from Berkeley group around us. Mist Bndo active im S.F., JACL and well lmown.
Hasn't done much here but works in the supply rooms Not too intelligent and rather
congervative., VYoshio Fatayama finally got elected, His mame 1s well krown now and
people have recoguiged that he is well meaning, but conceited.

Allce care over to help count the ballots. Emike worked hard all day and was
exhausted when sho got homee. DBut she ate a sandwich before going to bed., Claims
she only gained 2 lbs. since she has been herel Wow weighs 134, I gained 5 lbs,.
and weigh 139, Bette and Alice gained 4. Jack also gained, Tom and Miyake are
growing rapldly. The food must be agreeable.

Well back to the paper tomorrow. I'm ebout worm out from running around all day.

July 29, 1942 Vednesday 11:26

The clothing business is still all mixed up. Davis says that the $8000 limit
was merely for the first contract and to go ahead on the original budget. Greene
wants to keep it on the basis of need-- an impression which most of the people around
here have, He told Dave to go ahead with the orders and put the people on an "honor
system," lNHow oan they expeot to have relief cases when we are all on the care of the

govk., FEach family should be allowed the maximum, espeoially those with small children.




pe 432 )M;, L9, Y2
vy

The procedure will be very slow and if the idea of "relief" is not cleared up many
of those that need basic olothing will not apply. Dave is going to take the main-

tenance crew first and then go to barracks 2 and then some more workers. From there,

he will go baock to #100 and work backwards. By the time he gets around to us, it

will be a matter of weeks. Bids will be sent out from time to time to inerease the
minimum sum of §$8000.

We had been hoping to get shoes and other basic clothes, but we can't wait,
especially for shoes. Emiko and Bette made a list of those things we needed right
away and we will send to Montgomery Wards for theme. This won't leave us much from
our last months cheocksj but we may as well make use of the money.

The Japanese idea towards "rellef" is slowly undergoing e change. Since every=
one is on the same basis, there should be no "shame" attached to it. I hear one
girl saying todays "I lost my pride when I came here. Why shouldn't I get free
clothes. "e can't be expeoted to buy it from our small checks."

Yuki says her friend is petitioning around to have the administratiom cut the
grass in the infield befause too many couples are stumbled over. Dlost of them just
go out to loaf around, but the Issei think that this is a sin according to Their
standards.

Toby investigated around teo find out who initiated the petition for curfew and
he found out that it was a group of mothers living near the Ree Halls. They said
that the meoise disturbed their childrem and it was harder to discipline those that
went out every evening. A sort of informal curfew has been placed on minors and
Reo Falls will close for them at 9300 instcad of 103100, Nothing more heard about
the army curfew, Davis in his statement to the Council said that he is not en-
foroing it because the people here were well behaved.

The PTA is rapidly taking on the characteristics of the outside ones. Some
mothers were arowund again to take up & collection for some school activity. They
are going to pay the classrooms a visgit next Friday to see how their children are

getting slong. They are meeting about once a week now,
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Jack was baiting Pop and Mom about the war todaye It all started whem he was
making out Red Cross messages to Mom's relatives in Tokyo. He made a remark that
they may have been wiped out by the bombing of Tokye. Pop sald that this was a
lie and that Tokyo was not bombed. PFrom there they went into the war situation
and Jack sald that more Jap and German soldiers were killed in battle than Amer,
and Pussian ones. FPop said that both sides were sending out a lot of propaganda,
He believed that Japan was fighting for the equality of races. I was left to argue
with him and it distressed me very much to see how restricted inm thinking many of
the Issel have made themselves. Pop recognizes the faot that war was brutal and
he sald that 1t was hard for the isel because they did not understand things se
well and that much of their book learming did not give them the true fscts. He
gave the typieal Issel argument that we did not have much chanee in a demoeraoye
I pressed the point and showed how much better off we were here and why we could
never go any place else, He granted this point, but said that I should mot get,
eaught up in the war hysteria and hate all Japanese., Mixed with this sound logie
was many limited views about how honorable the J soldiers were and that he did not
like to see them fight Amerioca because they were only proteoting themselves. FHe
blamed it on both govts and not the people although he resented the idea that white
people wished to "stamp on the necks of the yeilow mane” I sald that the Japs were
more notorious for this, oiting the cases of Manchuria and Korea. Fop sald he did
not wikh to have arguments splitting the family up and that we should wait and see
after the war who was rights FHe doubted the promises of the Allies %o give more
equality to all races. He based this conclusion on the results of the last war,
plus the treatment of the Japanesecand the Negroes in the U,S, e Jjust den't think
from the same basis, and if I demdk admit the defeets of Democraoy, it gives him a
winning point. Fop and Mom would rather have us put wars out of our minde, Y@ this
very camp makes us aware that a war is going on now. I am #fraid I weo a ML feritated.

Alice said, "You should not argue with Mom and Pop too much, as sne ean't ahange

people's minds overnight, espeeially when the old idea has been iu figdr minds for a
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lifetime. If you want to oducate them, there are different ways to do it, not gete
ting into an argument, As a result, it annoys all of us and solves nothing. We
Imow as well as anyone else that if the worst comes to worst, most of the Issei
would change their minds in a hwrry, and right now they Just like to think that
way beocause of past injustices."”

I sald that we were not arguing, but that waiting for the "worst to come" was
not a very sound approash beocause that was merely lip service., What the Issei
should do is to realize how they are benefiting by demooracy right new, even in
this oamp to a limited extentes GSince they are not well acquainted with the wider
issues, they tend to formulate their opinions Irom limited personal experiences or
from rumorse At the same timo they forget that it was a minority group that treat-
ed the Issel so harshly and thet this treatment was not based on demooratie prace
tices. Tut there would be more possibilities if they realized that this was not a
race war but a war of prineciples arising from world economie problems. Pop believes
in demooratle praotices, only he mistakes the fallacies of demoeracy as the real
thing and therefore weuld not label these beliefs as such. The way we bait them
naturally puis them on an exbtreme defensive as any references to the bad qualities
of a Japanese soldier is takenm on & personal basis as & reflection om their own
characters,

Pop holds the capitalistie idea, He is prejudiced against the Ruseians because
they are "bullsheeveesky.” He says that if a man makes a million dollars, the govt
takes 20 7 away and gives 1t to a lazy person. I asked him what was wrong with that,
pointiag out how he had to charge 35 cents feor hairouts when he was a better barber
than the Caucasian that oharged 65 cents. He said "mo," a men should get what he
coulde This led to a disoussion of prejudices. Fop thinks Hitler 1s a sourfish
and distrusts the Germansj Koreans are not the same as Japamese. A Jew is a oheate
ing kike, a Pilipino goes around raping women, and the Japanese in the U.S. are cute
throats (only when I am not arguing with him)s Pop is a mixture of past fears and

frustrations.
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Town Hall meeting was rather interesting tonighte Most of the small (200)
audience were girls. The topic was "The Familye~ having and rearing childrea in
the "RA centers.” Two premises were assumed as a bagis: that this was wartime and
we had to make certain saorifices and that it may be o matter of 5 years before we
get back to mormaloy.

Grace Fujii from next door was the first speaker, She is a graduate of Mills
in ohild psychology and one of the preeschool teachers heres She spoke from her
book learning and not practical experience, malking her talk pellyanishs GShe recoge
nized that parents would have many handicaps in the eamp, such as lack of privaey,
problems of discipline in home, problems of messhall eating, habits of oleanliness,
etes This increase in social problems would tend to intensify irritability., But
Grace believed that the chlld would adapt easily to the enviromment and thers would
be the added adwvantage lor parents of regular routine in meels, nore outdoor 1ife
for good health, suporvised social development in recreation, and more qguality for
ochildren sinee wealth was mo longer a prime factor, eand that mothers would heve more
time for their ohildren. Her thesis was that parents could have a happy attitude
in oamp and che ochild would then develop normally, ©She believed that a child could
be given a well rounded persomality and sense of security combined with a balanced
emotional lifes This would lead to harmony in famidy life sinee the atmosphere
would be ons of cooperation.

Gpace chose to ignore the fact that ad justment to ocamp 1ife would not neces=
sarily mean adjustment to the outside life when these problems would have to be
faced after the ware And the Nisel are not emotionally adjusted in their persone
ality now so that this would reflect on any childrem brought up in camp, assuning
that we stay a few years, Crace, however, had a lot of good sound points.

Mrs, Chiza Kitono was even better because she spoke as a mother facing these
very problems right now., She said a lot of the same things which she told me when
I interviewed her for the Totalizer on opinions. She is 34 and a graduate of U.C,

At present she 1s a nurse in the hospital here.
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She said that we had a capable medical staff here and excellent pre and post
natal oare for mothers. But the stall life was difficult. Bables must ory and
neighbors always oomplain because of the thin wallse. This plus the lack of physieal
facilities made the mental hagards most difficult. ©She did not advocate childrem
unless the parents had a good mental attitude. She thought that the barracks life
and lack of a sense of security om the parents would make sears on the child's pere
gonality, %ut 1f the parents would acscept and improve the educational, roereational

and health life, she would advoocate having children and taking advantage of the gere

vices whigh we did have., She thought this was a wonderful ohance to learn the art

of oooperative living. It was a challenge to us and the most important thing was
to fortify the child with a good spiritual background, She figured that the joy of
having children would more than compensate for the trials and tribulations of evae
ouation and its aftermath.

Rev Tsukamoto expressed similar opinions. He believed in birth control se
that families would not get too big. le thought that it would not be too advisable
to wait too lomg for childrem and that couples may as well have children at govt
expense with the expert advioce on ohildrem from the U.5.P. Health dept and the U.S.
Children's Bureau. He sald that if couples had faith in themselves and in the fue
ture they should not hesitate to have childrem. He even thought that babies would
relieve the monotony of camp life. Furthermere they could give babies formulas
that only 2 7 of the Japanese could afford on the outside. I!is main point was that
good healthy families were the backbone of a strong nation and that demooracy de-
pended upon having a stable family unit.

I still don't see how the Nisei parents can be stable and have good persomality
ad justments in a time of orisis such as the present world conditions. The greater
tenseness and irritability is bound to reflect upon the child.

Tomoye said that a request for birth control lectures by outsiders was turned
down by the adminigtration.

Alice went to see the dootor about lom today, but Dr. Fujita says that Mom
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ghould be rested up a few days more in order to regain some stremgth. Miyako says
Pop feeds her & times a day and rubs her leg in the aftermoon to make the blood flow
gmoother and to exereise the muscles. Even Miyako is not allowed to give Mom food
from the messhall until Pop gives it the "ok."

Complete eleotion results were given to me today by the other election chairmen
but none e-uld mateh our 95 7 turmout., Erniel precinct was the lowest with 50 7
i3 had 74 73 #4 had 63 7 and #5 had 83 7, This made the average 67 %£. Mitoch lost
out in his district. ZEleven out of the 27 house mansgers got in, The 38 eclected
were ohiefly well known nemes in the Japanese communities from befors and many were
formerly setives The Derkeley, Oakland and S,F, groups backed their candidates
solidly as well as the sountry people in the infield,

Interest was not as great as indieated by the turnout, The voters were prace
tically shamed into voting by the W.,VM, poing around, Alex says an Issel came Yo

vote in his precinot but he: had to be turnad awaye. TFully half of those that voted

had to be practiecally pulled to the polls and they 1rmmﬂiqte1y logt interest after-

wards. They just don't oare who gets in, lost Nisei figure we will be here only
another month or so and it doesn't make much difference.

Tt's a funny thing that the Nised will give great talks chbout democracy., Ale
though we may not have much chance at self govt here, the right tc vote is important.
We should be laying the basis B6r self govt in the relocstion areas rizht here. Maoch

will depend upon the Wisei end the present apathy is not & good start even though
the eleoted persons are comperative greemhorns, e have to develop leadership grade
ually end not expeot it to turn up suddenly., At least they can gather a little ex-
perience in the procedures of self govt here, although the practice of it will probe
ably be denied by our VPA sdministrators.

Fmiko, Pette, Jaeck snd Alice went to a jitterbug session tomight, T dropped

over to see Ann for a while., Marie wes there and she says thet she is zoing to have

her little kids draw pistures of what they think of war and see what happens,
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Translation of a letter written in Japanese dated at Fostom Arizona, July 20, 1942

"We left Salinas on July 2 and arrived on the 3rd in Poston where we see no
grass, no trees, nothing but sand which is wvery hot and the wind that is blown from
the rocky mountains beyond 1s heated to a temperature of 120 degrees. No sooner had
we arrived than we were baptized by a s-nd storm and we were white all over, hair,
fade and everyting.

For about & weok, the heat was not lower than 117° and evem in the night the heat
prevented the people from going into the houses and we slept outdoors and everyone
lost his appetite entirely.

Ve spray water in the rooms with a hose and wet our cots and we wear wet towels
over our head&wlwnevar we go out, thus we are literally living a duck's life. The
people have lost thelr smiles and we can hardly talk gailyj they are just panting,

OQur friend ~— has been here for two months end it is sald that it takes at least
two monthe to acclimate oneseli'== the heat has never gone lower than 110° and I am
fecling lowe

The rattlesnake frequents the area hereabouts and they have captured ome with
ten rattles and are keeping it alive in a box.

Then we came here, babies and aged people passed away daily from the heat. We
were 50 discouraged we wondered what would ever become of us and a sense of despair
prevaileds llowever, the temperature the last few days has desoended to 110°, Yet
we still ear of nose bleeds which are very diffiocult to stop, and of heat prostrations
but for ths last five or six days we actually have had no deaths., ¥We heard in Salinas
about the tales of daily deaths in Ariszona and on our arrival we found this to be a
faot, This HELL on earth is absolutely not a fit place for human beings, especially
for the aged and for the very young who have no resistance. There is a poisonous
arashnid here called a scorpion whose deadly bite cam bring death in three hours. The
presence of Ltwo of these erachnids in the men's shower room caused a tremendous com=
motion the other daye. Already more tlian 20 of these insects have been caughte.

Our oamp is divided into 3 sections, the first filled with LA and Imperial Valley

evacuees, nuubering about 10,000, 7e are the pioneers in the second area whioh has
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a ocapacity of 6000, Every day people are arriving from the "free" zones in Califormia
into this seotion so the third section will soon be opemed. Truthfully speaking this
scorching HELL is beyond description and beyond tears, I find myself in such depths
of despair that I cannot restrain my tears of grief.

WWhen a dust storm ocours, ome cannot even see one inch ahead and any straggler
who dares te venture out is blown off his feet, My sister who Was a little late in
getting to her doorwey was thrown against the steps by the terrific wind and had to be
carried in after being knocked unconscious by the impact, The other day one of the
guards died of heat prostration, The main diffioulty here is the lack of ice for abe
solutely no cold drink is available, "ith but e single refrigerator in the kitchen,
we have not seen any ice since our arrival. Invalids thus are miserable without ioce.
If only a sufficient supply of ice prevailed, 9 out of 10 deaths could be prevented.
Our only desire at present is one bottle of Cooa Colaj this is the wish of everyone
here. 'e have petitioned for the immediate erection of amn ice plant,.

I do not know where you are to be sent, but I urgently advise you to ask to be

gent to Tule Lake or gome other area of temperate climates I kmow that anyone from

the Bay region would siniply die of the heat if hok were sent Uo Arizoma, I urge you

to petition apainst being sent here, for the agony of the 3600 evacuees from Salinas
is a tregic example of what would happen. Ve do not want to see any more of such
suffering. Even those from Imperial Valley and El Centreo are having a diffisult time
becoming adjusted. We hear that in the month of August, the temperature goars even
higher. I understand that many years ago Indians once inhabited this land, but that
they have long since died of'f' one by onee.

In the daytire it is impossible to get any s tations on our radios. Only about
11 pom, ¢an we faintly hear L.A.,, but even this is not too clear, Phonograph records
have simply melted beyond use or recognition.

Water here is so poor thet we can never wash our clothes completely clean, Our
hair remains a sticky mass even aftter washing. We wash clothes in the shower room.
They dry completejy in 15 minutes when hung in our room, Everything in our room feels
like something takem out of a hot oven and our clothes are unbearably hot.
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It may seem as though I huve written about the bed side of 1ife ongy, but this is
just how things are here in Arizona; and so my friends, I urge you to take all steps
against being sent heres Our heartfelt prayer is that no other human being will have
to undergo the agony that we are suffering. It was all that I could do %o get this one
letter written to you. Please give my regards to my friends and tell them that I am

barely existing." (End of letter enclosed in diary)

July 30, 1942 Thursday

The radie anmounced this morming that Genmeral DeWitt had ordered the clearance
of all assembly centers (inecluding Tanforan) to reloeation centers by August Tth,
Pveryone got greatly excited and the mews spread around eamp like wildfire, I saw
a oouple of kids getting boxes to packs Taro wanted to cheok on the story so I went
up to see Davis, T couldn't get by the secretary so T sent the message in, s said
that there was absolutely no basis to the story and he had received no news of it.
S0 I guess that we will be here for a little while. The faverite pasttime is spee-
ulating where to go nexts There is a mass dread of gpoinz to Arizoma and the people
are willing to believe the worst about it. Letters written by peopls who have been
gent there paint a black pleture of the place. The place seems to be unbearable.

Tt won't be lonr now before we are all moved and there is an inoreasing tensiom among

the people. The attached letter was received by ome of the Issel. FKosekura (Coun-

oilman) got a hold of it and made a trenslation. FHe showed it to me yesterday and
at that time planned to earbon copy a lot of them and pass them out. Today about
15 Tisei showed me the letter and hundreds in the camp already lmow about it. I
heard about 8 different oral versions snd each was exaggerated a little more.

Missed my appointment with Chief Thite but he was late too., He seems to be a
fairly decent sort of person and does 2 lot for the residents. le is not in faver
of enforeing the curfew ruling and will not do anything about it until the army
tells him to. The J have been esked to bring their J phonogrpph records in and
Rev, Xumata has to pilek out the natiomalistic ones which will be conf'iscateds.

From his office I went up to see Lybns to find out about the second pay check.
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They will be issued next Friday. About 2300 workers will receive §21,000 for a
month of worke. Willer said that free sorip books will also be given from Monday,
but they will go by messhalds., I tried to get a special permit for Pop, but he
gays that these oases will have to wait until everyone else has been givea their
books. Thies time §26,000 worth will be given so in the next week §47,000 of new
purchasing power will be added to the community wealth. Sinece May 27, about
$18,000 of cash books have been sold and {52,000 given away. Only 386,000 of this
total has been redeemed by the canteen., This means that {33,000 worth are still
around. This Utopia stuff is not bad. Soon we won't know what to do with the mon-
ey. There will be another hell of & rush on the canteen, that's pretty certain only
they do not have muoh variety of goods available. The people are worried that they
will not be sble to make use of the books if we suddenly move so they are spending
them all up as soon as possible. UWe still have over §10.,00 worth left from our
original (364,00,

liobby, our copy boy, is facing a orisis in his life. Iis parents have applied
for reputriation and he definitely doesn't want to go. He is too Americam, For
the past two days he has been moping around the office and even threatening to rum
away if he has to. Ie wents somebody to adopt him. I asked him if he realized that
if he left his parents now that he probably would never see them again. Lobby says
he doesn't care beceuse he has more chance here and he will miss the good foed. Im
Japan he would have to go in the army at 16, two short years. Iis parents were fair-
ly well off and evidently have property in Japan where they wish to retire. liobby
just doesn't know what to do. He doesn't want to lose his citizenship and never be
allowed to oome back to the U,S5. I know, I certainly would not want to be in his

position.

Mrs., Jarvis and Mrs. Cox were down with a big box lunch for us todaye. The stu-

pid inspeotor at the gate would not allow us to take the box, insisting that the
regulations required that it be takem to the barracks firste I told him that this

would necessitate an extra walk for us if we had to go down there and then bring it
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baok up to the grandstand. But he was so stubborn that I got sore and told him off.
This idea that we are prisoners brings up a surgs of resentment imme every time

and I get so siok and tired at these timid people being so obedient and not even
protesting a lot of shoving around. I finally talked to the H.M, working on the de-
livery truck and they let me slip the stuff off as soon as we got around the corner,

Mrs. J. read me a part of a letter whish she received from one of the highest
gov't offioclals in Wash who helped in the Robert's report and scted as liaksion man
between the Army and Navy after Pearl Harbor (he is a Harvard man). Anyway, he said
that the T;nro Tote puzzled him because it did not reveal any insoourate English
usage which he found in all Nisel writing and was surprised at the goadmanner in
which we were making the best of Tenfo. Of ocourse, the whole story is not lmown to
him, but Tero and the other wititers deserve compliments on their good English usage.
They are all writers except me. I'm only a reporter #and they have to rewrite a lot
of stuff I hand in for thé gpmper. I don't put too much effort into whipping it inte
final shape since space limitations often mean a drastic ocutting down of the story.
Nowdays I get all of the news for them. It's much easier now that contaots haye
been made. All of the wtaff took it easy. They don't think it is worth the trouble
to add another page with the existing techniocal problems so I had to cancel my re-
quest for another page to the Counoil. Taro told me to take a day off ton;orrow
and come around about 7 to orank.

Mrs. Schuman telegraphed me that she was coming tomorrow. For a moment I
thought that 1t would be a notice to get packed to leave. I told Bette that it was,
and she ran around packing her belongings. I had to break down and tell her thet I
was just fooling. Bette spends a lot of time with the boys yet (kEgy) but she is also
beginning to do a little more studying. She got 1 Aand 1B and 1 C in her first
report, Besides Framech, she is now starting on shorthand and reviewing first aid.

She would not go to the talent show tonight because it is so important that she go
to the H.S. dance this S&turday. I told her to go but she claimed she wanted to stu dy

Frenoh, But Key, Mike, Nobby and Patsy came over so she did not get anything done
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anyway. She is ons of the yell leaders at H.S. again (with Pat) and they are going
to perform at the commnity sports show next Thursday, which will take the place of
the talent show.

The talent show tonight was wery poor. They tried to act sophisticated and it
fell flate May Mukai did a hula and Tak and Buddy did a very good jitterbug act.
Afterward Miyako, Dette, Alice and I went over to see the new lake. It is costing
the administration a lot of money to fill it up but it will be one of the scenie
apots of the eamp., The creative ability of the J. comes out in this artistioc piece
of worke Certalu oultural aspecte of the Orient can be seen in the bridge and the
carved tree trunkse. Irees have been planted around the edges and a miniature island
in the middle of the lake adds beauty., The lake and the golf ocourse are the outward
evidence of what the people are doing in a constructive way. The workmen were almost
heartbroken when it was first ammounced that the admine could put no water in tha
leke because 1t was too expemsive and would seep through the clay bottom téo fast.
But they had & ohange of heart end started pouring in the water yesterday., Davis

is hard to figure oute He doesa't get close to the people nor understand them, But

he soems to mean well at times. I notice that he works very late several times a week.

July 51, 1842 Friday 12:30

Three months in a concentration camp! Life poes smoothly on. I should be more
dissatisfied and rebellious, but much against my will I'm forced to admit that I'm
getting adjusted to thies restricted life and falline inte a smpoth and rerular rut,
There still is that something within me that makes me feel wneasy but these momen-
tary lapses are getting more infrequent, or else I am feelinz better tonight than
usual, The idea of doing social work is fast fading from my mind as far as this
place is ooncerned., And the language diffieculty hes to be recognized. If I ocan't
establish rapport with the residents via language, thers is not much use of me doing
i1t. There is one soecial worker now-- a former YWCA secretary and her prime funotion
is making up order forms for the people who meed elothing, All of the other soocial

problems are handled, many badly, by the police, house managers, counsil, administration,
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ohurches, schgol and reec dept. It is usually an incidental factor. The House
Managers think they solved a social problem by recommending that a man be sent to
another oamp beoause he beat wp his wife recently. They did not see that the ocon-
11t was more basic than that, a case that needed intensive handling by a very ex-
perienced worker, If I did sooial work now, I would be in a similar position as the
sohoolteachers here, with the added advantage of one year of training. But I would
have to haye a symm thetio and experienced dept tomok me up and give me practical
guidance, impossible under Greene.

The unemployment situation is -lsveling off. Many capable peopls are still
doing nothing, but many have fitted in on odd jobs here and there. A lot of the
workers in the skilled P and T jobs are receiving valuable training, others are badly
misplaced. The employment offisce is practically non existentf They are still doing
that WRA survey. The office is chiefly a olerical staff now; it works on all sorts
of things 3ike the directory, sorip and book cards, departures to other centers,
repatriation, ete.

The paper has oome along to its peak. W* have had to fight for every ineh

&
and never have received much cooperation from the administration. We take the ocen-

sorship in stride, feeling that there is not much use in trying to buck D’vis and

‘ MoQueen with their Fascist 1deas. The work has falledn into a routine and some

of the ¢34 zip is gone. I wanted to get it up to 12 pages, but Taro and the others
absolutely refuse to expend more emergy wunder the present setup. And I hardly blame
them. We hav: sort of developed a polioy of sublte Ameriocanization and avoid loud
protestations of loyalty of wawing of the flag. We mimimize things Japanese. I
notise that the other center papersplay up such things as Bon Odori and Sumo. We did
not even mention the repatriation business. The T gives much spee to all educa-
tional aotivities and mimimizews sports, which is usually given double and triple
the space in the other center papers. We are the only ones to have regular features
and the paper is planned out in magazine style, the chief oredit going to Bob and

Taro. Standards of writing are kept up by them, plus Jimmy and Lillian., I get the
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stories in and they all take turns giving it a thorough going over, I don't mind
since it makes our paper more polished. Bill H, is much worse than I. He uses typi -
cal H.,S. style. With our limitation on space we thought that it would be better not
to develop & straight news style. My "Your Opinion" ocolum is getting on %o a higher
level, but then I run into diffioculties because there is always the unoertainty of
censorship on a controversial subject. MeQueen only tentatively "oked"™ it for this
week in regard to wages. Davis let it go through when I gdded that the question
applied to WRA oenters.

Bob and the rest of us are informally discussing what type of paper is best

for WRA oenters. We would 1lfke to see something that could cireulate to all centsrs

with something more solid to it than what we have been doing up to now, I don't see

moch future in a center newspaper wo will try to get into something more along the
line of my interests and ability, if any.

The rec dept is probably one of the best organized phases of camp life. It
has expanded into a full program through the efforts of the Nisei in it. Thompson
helps out a lot and has the proper attitude. All types of sports are now possible
here, with the exception of a few like swimming and horseback riding. The reoc
dept is a definite olique and they believe they have a favored position in camp.
This is perhaps true as far as the young people are concerned, but the dept does
not offer much for the mature Nisei, say from 24 up. The boys in the dept are happy
in their 1li“tle world and most of them do not realize that there is a war going on.

The Musio and Art Sehool are coming along nicely and probably offer more of
lasting to value to the residents than any depts. The staff is good and the pupils
have omnfidence in their teaohers. The other schools for education of the Nigel
are not too good. The teachers are running out of material to teach so they are
giving the pupils a two day holiday next week, The ochi#f handicap is inexperienoce
of the teachers and lack of adequate facilities like olawsrooms and books. The H.S,
probably is making less progross than the other branches beocause the pupils are more

.ware that the teachers are inexperiemced. Many of the students thot enrolled a¥
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first have dropped out. There is a general lack of interest ;nd the idea of giving
competitive grades is very bad. This was one opportunity that we have to get out of
the idea of working for grades, but the teachers are retaining it as a weapon to keep
the olasses in lime. The students only take three subjects in the morning so that
they do not have a great deal to do. It seems to me that they could be giving these
gtudents more of the actual understsmnding of the world problems and the relation of
the Wisei to it. But these teachers don't know themselves, except Ann, so they try
to follow the straight old academic training, very poorly at that.

The shurches have made good progress up to now as far as organization of its
physioal means are concerned, but it is very unreal to life. Most of the churches
avoid the real practical problems facing all of us. The feuds between various church
groups have been taken over intact from the outside status. Several of the preachers
are very good. I don't Ilmow too much of church activities as Sunday is too good a
day to be wasting away in a stuffy church. The following usually bulges right out
of the messhalls when there is a meeting going on. Many go because they have nothing
else to do on ghat evening.

The hospital has a good staff, but there is a definite need of facilities and
medicines. The staff works very hard and have not begun to catech up. The dentists
are still able to fix only severe toothaches.

Town Hall is ocoming along, with rises and declines. It manages to hang'on and
a nuoleus of interested Nisei usually come around to keep the thing alive. We have
had no outside lecturers yet as the administration still fpowns on any lecturers
coming here.

Messhalls are well organized now and food has improved 100 %, From the excess
starchy foods we got the first month, the diet has become very well balanced. e
get lots of vegetables and everyone has probably gained pounds., There is less ocon-
fusion and meals are served in an orderly manner, DManners are not so good, and the
noise makes conversation difficult. The only trouble is that fish twice a week.

We pot it tonight so all of us brought ours home and Pop made us all steaks which
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Zen gave him for his speoial diet. This was the first time we had dinner in a quiet
family group., I am getting quite used to those tin plates and cups. A little girl
down the way usually wraps her knives and plates up in a eloth, if handed her, in-
stead of setting a table like all girls usually do. It must be the influence of en-
vironment., "ith Mom siok, our family unit is slowly drifting apart and nobody pays
much attention to Tom and Miyake. Jaok usually eats with some girl. Emiko wants to
eat with Mike, Dette of‘tem eats with some boys ete. At noon I eat at mess #2 and
Jack and Aliece and Fmike eat in the first shift. We haven't all eaten together for
quite a while, Our evening snacks, however, has become ocustomary. e are one of the
few families allowed to use an eleotric pad (because of Pop's speoial diet) and
there is an abundanoce of good food around. People are always beinging something in
for us from the outside.

When we first came here, everybody wore jeans and slacks. Now they are all
dressing up, espeocially the girls. Only a few stay in jeans. They have brought
their good elothes out of the trunk and are wraring them more of'ten, Almost all of
the of'fice workers dress up, at least in good clothes. Only a few of the professional
people wear the suits, except on Sundays. The little kids all wear rough$ clothes
and the unskilled workers keep to the jeans.

The laundry situation is pretty good now. Feople oan send their stuff out.
Laundries have been built in all distriocts and there 1s plenty of hot water. Re-
eently wringers and wash boards have been installed. During the first month not a
laundry was ready, The shower rooms are also good now, Compartments have been
placed in the women's showers, plus foot baths. A place for germicide to kéll
athlete's foot has been recently installed. The men's latrine still do not have
compartmentsj but in the women's, plywood separate every two toilets. Outside of
the women's latrine, at the end of our barracks, a lot of olotheslines have been put up.

Our Orant Ave. is no longer a mud hole. It has been leveled off and a gravel
walk has been put in, Roads have also been built in the infield. "hen we first

ocame, there were few houses in the infield, but they were throwm up in a hurry during
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the first month. Street lights no*holp the people from getting lost in the pitech
darkmess. OCardens have sprimg up all over the place and vegetables are now ready
to eat. A hot house provides flowers for the various flower projects around here.
A1l kinds of baseball, golf and basketball fields dot the formerly vacant land-
scape. In front of many barracks are to be seen many fine pleces of architecture.

The moral problems have not inoreased tremendously on the surface, except from
rumors heard., The night police patrol and the lights keep things in good order,
But there have been cases of moral problems going on that we don't hear much about.
Soodal outlets that have been developed are primarily for the young Niselj; there is
not much available for the older groups and the Kibei. Rumors are still heard of
salt petre in the food and of girls being molested. They don't go out alone at
nights as they used to. Reports from Smnta Anita indicate that the problem is much
more acute down there. fo far only two engagements have been announced and onme
marriage performed., All kinds of talk about "professional women" circulate, but I
have not been able to trace any of these rumors down to its source. Undoubtedly a
lot of it is true.

Gambling developed into a very big problem, but since the recent odiﬂgc it has
greatly diminished. A lot of money changed hands when it was going full blast.
With so many internal police floating around, the big games have been broken up.
The professional gamblers are elosely watohed.

Clothing is one of the most acute problems thot has developeds The people did
not bring enough clothes in many cases or else they have worn out what they did
have. Free olothing was only started last week, except for the few "relief cases."
Shoes are a major problems Only some of the work gangs have been outfitéed. The
shoe repairers have been doing what they could, but they were handicapped by a lack
of machinery. A couple want to provide their own machinery but the administration
is not very willing to give them a fair rental payment, They are doing most of the
repairs by hand tools. The barber shops suffer frém similar difficulties. For $12

a month, Creen expeots the barbers to cut steadily for eight hours a day. 2ll of
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the barbers are using their owm tools. They have homemade barber chairs. No pro-
visions have yet been made for girls permanents. Many of the girds are sending to
Vontgomery Ward for the solution to do their own hatr,

The attitudes of the people have settled down in many respects. TFrom fearing
and hating everything around the place, many of themhave arrived at the point where
they like it here and would not mind if they stayed on indefinitely without moving
on to a reloecation areas Although the older people have a lot of spare time on their
hands, they are taking up sueh things as gardens, sa'lboats, ete. to fill in. The
mothers work as hard as ever with the exception of ocooking. The laundry work is
probably mich harder, The Issel as a whole belleve that their status is a result
of the war and have acocepted it. Seocial barriers have alse broken down and people
are on a mach more equal footing. Monmey and former position does mot mean so mueh
as 1t did on the outside.

Our family have hlso fitted in with this process of adjustment. Alice 1s set
in the supply room and it takes up most of her time. The matter of Pop's diet has
been straightened out and it is mere routine for the girls to go get the food, Emiko
is an established part of the mimeogrgph room and she seems content with it although
I have told her thot she should be thinking more in terms of the future. She is
still very much "soocial" events minded. 3Bette is going to school and not getting
too much out of it. Lately she has been doing additional study on the side. Her
prime coneern right now is her boyfriend. Tom and Miyake also go to school. Miyako
probably is getting the most out of school. At least she is learning something.

She is not eompletely satisfied with her teachers. She and Tom have probably made
the easlest adjustments.

Vom and Pop are apparently resigned to this life and take it as cheerfully as
possible, Pop no longer insists a“out going to work as a barber here. Tle now con-
siders himself more as a retired person. !om has been ill for the past month so
that the family is not such a close unit as it was when we first arrived (on the
surface). lMost of the respomsibility for the younger children rests with :lise,

Jack and I,
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The family soene has changed considerably in the past few years. Pop is now 67
and Mom 52, Their lives have not been dull and completely uneventful as I had for-
merly thought, They have certainly gone through many periods of change.

Pop comes from a good family. He was born in Japan about 1876 in a little is-
land off the coast of Tokyo. Originally the family line was established for centu-
ries in Yedo (Tokyo). My grandfather was considered as one of the more advanced men
of his dey, During the period when Japan was just emerging from the feudal period,
he saw the necessity for politieal change. Therefore, he supported the movement teo
re-establish the Fmperor in opposition to the Shogunate rule, But he was a little
too early and in 1860 he was exiled te this little island for eriminals and polit-
ioal prisoners, %ut there was also a town of ordinmary people there, For favoring
the westernization move he was considered a radical, With the restoration of the
Emperor he was given a pardon but preferred to remain on the island where he had
worked himself up to mayor in the oivilian population,.

My father thus started life in a fairly well te do environment, Unfortunately
his mother dled when he was a child and he was brought up under the striect supervie
sion of a stepmother who, he claims, treated him very meanly, Beinz the oldest son
he was supposed to inherit the property. However, his stepmother wanted her son
to have the privilege so she did everything in her power to show her dislike towards
Pop. Tinally, he could not stand it any longer and aféer a brief period of being
known as the black sheep of the family, he ran away to sea as a cabdbin boy at the
age of 13 or 14, TFrom Tokyo he sa'led out into the wvarious parts of the western
world for the next tem years., By this time he had worked himself up to the position
of ghip's cook, His father tried desperately to get him te return to his former

life, but my Pop's wanderlust had developed to such a point that he was no longer

contented te remain in the narrow confines of his village town, His infringements

on the family traditions finally resulted in his being disowned, much to his father's
great sorrow,

Pop sailed to many ports up and down and around the Pacifie shores. "hen he
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was around 23, he landed in California. By this time he was tired of the seafaring
1ife so he decided to see what he could do in Amerieca. For the next four years he
roamed up and down the state as a agriocultural laborer in one of the Japanese gangs.
The Japanese about this time were being brought into the State as a source of cheap
labor. Later Pop worked on the railroads.

In 1904, he struck up a friendship with another Tokyo black sheep. At this
time aliens were allowed to enlist in the U.S. Navy. Pop as an expert cook decided
to sign up so they both went in together. He worked his way up to officer's cook
and also had a minor reputation as the champion wrestler of his ship. In 1905 he
was transferred to the U,.S5.S. Bremerton in San Diego harbor. He was only on the
ship two days when it mysteriously blew up, killing 65 men in all. My father saw
all of the men dying off and he did what he ocoudd to help ease their pains. He came

out of the disaster a sort of a hero for saving the life of an officer. This officer

promiged to oite him for bravery, but he died of his wounds before any action coudd

be takens My father did not know much English and he was overlooked.

later he was transferred to another ship and he again became the officers' cook.
When the time for the second hitch came up, he decided not to re-enlist in spite of
what his friend said (1908). The officers asked him to stay on until they could get
another good cook to replace him, It was six months more before he finally received
his honerable discharge, It hands on the wall of his stable now.

Onge more he worked as a laborer, in the lumber mills, as a railroad section
hand and even took a fling as a fisherman. None of these things were very satisfac-
tory to him., Finally he decided to be a barber so he rented an old shack near the
waterfront of Vallejo in front of Mare Island. Once a magazine piotured it as a
rendegvous for Jap spies. The faoct was that he chose Vallego because there were
no other Japanese living around there. He never could get along with them, and
carried a deep seated resentment towards the Japanese because of his experiences
as a youth, With Mare Island so near, Pop figured that he ocould ocash in on his former
contacts in the nmavy. FHe didn't do badly from the start even though he was a self

made barber.
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In 1913 his Japanese friend in the navy told him thet he should get a wife.

Pop never wanted to go te Japan again, but when he saw the pieoture of his friend's
sister he hired a go between in Japan to fix him up for a $600.,00 fee. Pop had
plenty of money saved up from his years of working so he went on a trip-- the last
one-- to Japan to get a wife, He married my mother in 1913, On their honeymoon

he paid a visit to his home town where he was hailed as a returning hero from that
"strange country America." Partly to satisfy his ego and partly out of family pride
he built a huge 1500 shrine in honor of his father (he has the piecture in his album
yet) and said thet he would never return to Japan again.

My mother's line runs back for 800 years in and around Tokyo. She comes from
the upper middle class and the complete family records were writtem in the family
shrine which was f'inally destroyed by the 1923 earthquake. All sorts of people were
from this side of the family, including poets and thieves. Mom never speaks much
of them these days and I only remember dimly what she used to tell us as kids.

One of the most interesting faocts was that my grandmother who died last year
(94) spanned in her lifetime the change of Japan ffom a feudal period to a modern
and then militaristie power which we are now fighting in this war. When grandmother
was nine years old she was playing down on the shores of Yedo Bay. All of a sudden
one day she saw a monster come over the horizon from the sea with black flames
spouting out of its mouth. She ran home terrified. The "monster" was Commodore
Perry coming in a U.S, gunboat to "open the doors" of Japan. As for other relatives,
I don't know much about them., We had an aunt that owned a ocoffee plantation in Java

and an uncle who ran a taxi line in Tokyo but Mom doesn't know what became of them

since the war., ve have a lot of relatives (Mom was the youngest of nine children)

but they are like characters in a stery book.

Many of my mother's family have beoome impoverished sinece the war, of that I
am sure., Several of my ocousins were killed on the China front before global war
broke loose. One was an advanece scout in an interior Chinese province when he was

picked off by a Chinese guerilla. Another was killed when a Japanese gunboat was
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sunk in the Yangtze River. Others attended the Japanese naval schools and became
commissioned as officers. Their lives affect my beliefs not at all. They are like
impersonal beings to me except for one cousin that I disliked sinee the time he
wrote five years ago. At that time he was only 20. He was in training then and
he said that he was preparing for the day when the mighty navy of Nihom would re-
pulse the attack of the U.S, Navy whioch he was sure we were planning. He had taken
English in school so that we could read his opinions. My first violent reaction
upon reading this was, I remember: "hat a punk, He sure has a hell of a nerve mak-
ing a orack like that. I had always intended to write and tell him off, but never
got around to it. But I figured that he was a victim of a vicious military system
and he would not understand the true state of things even if I had given him any
information. T can see how a dogmatic nationalistic education can poison the best
of mindse He no doubt is a human being just like any of us who wants to live but
is being foroed to swallow a lot of poison pumped into his mind and kmows no differe
ently. One of these days I may even be in the war against him., I wonder what he
thinks of Pearl Harbor? The Japanese mavy is stromg, but we should be able to take
them down once we get rolling. Already at Coral Sea and Midway Islands, the U.S.
have given them a bad time. They got the initial jump on us and it is going to be
a long bloedy war before the Allies will be able to regain what has been lost.

At the time lMom got married she did not see Pop until the day of marriage.
She had a choioce of marrying a baron or Fop, who passed off as a rich business man

from America, Mom had received a good education (through high school, which was

unusual for a woman at that time) and at the time of her marriage she was acting

as a lady in waiting to the Empress Dowager's court, This was one phase of her
training for people of her olags at that time. This is a nominal homor for the
"better" families and she says she only saw the Empress Dowager on rare occasions.
When they arrived in S.,F. in 1913 they were detained om Angel Island for a
few days at the immigration station. Nom {irst saw America as they walked up Mar-

ket St. She was dressed in a kimono. She clung to my father's arm and was terrified
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when she first saw an automobile. As they walked up the street, she kept asking if

people lived in those tall buildings and if her "home" would be like them. Pop

gald that his place was much smallers The next day they took the ferry boat te
Vallejo. Walking down the board walks near the mudflats, my mother was shocked at
the dirty hovels along the way and was amaged that people lived in them. She was
speechless when my father led her to the small barber shop and said that this was
her new home. My mother had been under the impression that Pop was a rich business
man., It was & shock to discover that he was a mere barber., In Japan it was con=
sidered a low trade-- only women did it. But my uncle used to come around and point
out that there was some future in it because Pop knew all the sailors and his shop
was always full. He indicated that opportunities like this to make money in Japan
wag non-existent. He argued that Amerioa was good because it offered all an equal
ochance without the rigid sooial clagss lines which existed in Japan., But my uncle
wng not around long enough as his ship only stopped at Mare Island at infrequent
intervals for repairs.

VMom did not even know how to boil an egg when she came to America, Her training
had not been aimed at this sort of life. In Japan she had servants to wait upen
her. In America she had to do things for herselfs Pop had to teach her how to
oooke. She never was a very good housekeepers

From the start Pop was jealous of lom, never letting her out of the house. He
judged all men on the basis of the rough characters usually found in seacoast towns.
Hie opinions of white women was lowe= he only knew the most degenerate from Seattle
to Panama. Therefore, he wanted to make sure that she would not get any of these
bad influences. Fortunately for him, the living quarters were furnished in back of
the shop. The back porch was boarded up and converted into a kitochem bathroom. It
was in this setting that the family began to arrive-- eight shildrem from 1815 teo
1932, I being the second oldest.

If they oould have adjusted to this life I suppese evacuation won't be too

difficult. They mever think of going back to Japan, but they hold certain feelings
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for the suppressed yellow man,

Today was not too busy a day to start, but in the afternoon and evening a lot
went on, This afternmoon some army colonel came in and interviewed a lot of Nisel
college grads and Kibel who could speak and read English. The report is that many
of them will be taken into the army foreign service after training in one of the
army schools so that they can act as interpreters and guards in the camps for Japa-
nese prisoners in the Pacifie, I didn't get a oall because I don't speak or under-
gtand the language. Some of these Nisel will be used to teach Japanese in the
naval schools.

Davis censored the item about the drunk soldier who climbed over the fence and
was wandering about the grounds when the intermal police arrested him. llo reason
wae given by Davis for the delete, except he probably thought it would be bad pub-
liecity.

Mrs, Sehuman came to visit me todaye She left me e lot of magazines and $10.00
with the mote: "7ill you please accept the enclosed as a token of friendship-- let
us say between a social worker whose work is mearly completed to one whose work has
hardly started.” She introdused me to Scott Newhall who is the editor of the maga-
gine section of the Chroniecle. He went to school with Kim Obata and Minsw Okuba.
Te 4s thinking of getting army permission to come in and take plotures, ete. for a
feature article for the Chronicle.

We were supposed to have fish tonight and none of us thought much of the idea.
Pop had a lot of steak around so he told us %o bring our riee and he would eocok us
gome good meat. So for the first time since we have been here, the whole family
ate together in privacy. It was a relief to get away from the din and clatter of
the messhall. Ve took our time and did not finish until they came around for the
roll ocall,

Afterwards, I got the electrie pad, some bread and other food and wemt up to
the office for our weekly night work. The other fellows brought cookies and Yuki

got the cupse We had lots of fun eating and danoing around until about one., In
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between, we got the paper out. The ocoffee I made was the real stuff and not the
{mitation stuff which is served around here. Jack and Hedy ocame around so we went
to the grandstands and swiped 150 feet of rope from the flagpole.

The three months since we have been here has also seen many changes on the war
front., This country is in the full swing of war production. Shortage of rubber is
extreme-- not enough was collected in the recent drive. Food prices and wages have
reached the "oontrol" ceilinz, Housing is a oritical problem in many defense oities.

Around 4,000,000 men have been taken ihto the army. Taxes are going higher,

In South America the countries appear to be swinging towards the Allles, exocept
[ ]

possibly Argentina and Chile. An Argentine ship was sunk by a German sub last month
and it raised quite a diplomatic stink. Chile is getting jittery because of the
Japanese threat. lMexico has formally declared war.

In the Middle Fast American bombers have hit at the Italian fleet. In Egypt,
Rommel is advanoing and a orisis is imminent for the Allied forees. American tank
orews have entered action in Libya. Egypt is in danger but the govermment have
left things to the English., The Arab world is on the edge with the Suesz and Middle
East in such danger.

Hitler is making a drive on the Caucasus and has been making great advances dur-
ing the summer offense. Sevastopol fell early in the month and Rostov is swarming
with Germans.

In Europe there is much speculation for a second front. It may be in the air
with the English throwing thousands of planes into the attack on the German indus-
trial oities.

The U.S. have not taken much offensive as yet. The Japs got as far as Kiska
and the Aleutian Tslands last month, All Alaska has been put on a war footing and
Canada and Oregon coastlines were shelled by subs but no damage was done.

The Vidway and Coral Seas battle gives the U.S. slight sipremacy on the sea,
acocording to the reports. Feverish activity in preparations have been made in Aus-

tralia, but Japan haé ndt tried a mass attack as yet.
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China is in a eritical position sinee the Japs appear to be consentrating its
forees there for the final blow if possible. The Burma Road has been closed., India
13 also in a orisis and Russia may be attacked by the Japs shortly. In three short
months the war has spread to tromendous proportions oovering the whole world. It
is altogether likely that there are millions of people #n this coumiry that do not
vet realize how tremondous the war is. It is only the beginning and we won't get
the real sontact of war wntil men start to get killed off by the thousands frem owr
troops., Al1l this seems to be so wanecessary if we could only stop the greed of
pedple and nations. The promises of this war is definitely not going to be a final
golution to the world's ills but it may well start us om the road to a more promise

ing future.

August 1, 1942 Satwrday 113100

I was up until the wee hours last night so that I slept late this morning.
After I took a nice invigorating shower I felt much better. The doy was rather um-
eventful, I went up to the office and read a little and then delivered my papers.

After lunch we decided to tackle our weekly laundry. Jack and I agreed to do

the rough stuff, but we got stuek by doing it all, FEmiko, Bette, Tom and Miyake

came over to help us., Alice had to see Angelo so that she got out of it for the
gooond week in a row,

Our assembly line in the laumdry took up a whole side and we sent the clothes
down from one tub to another. The boiler was broken the other night so that Emike,
Tom and T had to haul tubs and tubs of hot water from the men's shower room to the
laundry, Jack swears he just put in two spoons of clorox in the water but when the
olothes came out they were all yellow. We rinsed and rinsed them but the ecoler
would not come out. Finally Jack took one plece out in the sunlight and it imme-
diately turned white, Jack had & visitor so he went up while Bette, Tom and I put
the 94 pleces on the line, FEmiko want to cateh up on her ironing for the rest of
the af‘termoon.

Rusk Rigor and a bunch of fellows from U.C. came down to visit around 3:00




